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I  4463.     Officers    and    crew    of    passenger 

steamers    75 

i  4493.     Liability  of  master  for  damages  to 

passenger    75 

Statutes  at  Large.  • 

Vol.  24,  p.  654.     Management  of  property 

by  receivers 713 

Vol.    25,    p.    357.     Condemnation    of    land 

,r  ,     «•  .««      ,,  for  building  sites  . .   723 

Vol.    26,    p.    433.     Management    of    prop- 

..  . erty  by  receivers   . ,   713 

Vol.  30,  pp.  644,  547.     Bankruptcy 780 

Vol.  30,  p.  550.     Bankruptcy  act    779 

Vol.  30,  FP.  662,  663.    Bankruptcy  act  ...   720 

Compiled  Statutes,  1901. 
r.  581.     Laws  of  states  to  be  rules  of  de- 
cision       712 

P.  582.  Management  of  property  by  re- 
ceivers        713 

P.  2516.  Condemnation  of  land  for  build- 
ing sites    725 

P.   3045.     Officers  and  crew   of   passenger 

steamers    75 

P.   3058.     Liability  of  master  for  damage 

to  passenger 75 

PP.    3418-3424.      Bankruptcy    7«o 

I'P.  3427,  3428.     Bankruptcy  act 771> 

P.   3447.     Bankruptcy   act    721 

Arkaasas. 

Constitution^  181  k^  Schedule. 

S  1.     Distinction  betweem   sealed  and  un-  t 

sealed      instruments  82CT[^ 


82 
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Revised  Statutes. 
Chap.  139,  p.  726.     Setoff 

California. 

Constitution. 

Art.  1,  I  16.     Impairment  of  obligation  of 

contracts     r>60 

*\rt.  3.     Distribution  of  powers   O.^S 

Art.  4,  S  '2.  Time  for  sessions  of  legisla- 
ture       559 

Art.  4,  {  9.  Kxpulsion  of  member  of  legis- 
lature        558 

Art.  4,  i  35.  BrilM^ry  of  member  of  legis- 
lature        560 

Art.    5,    i  9.      Call    for   extra    sessions    of 

legislature 559 

Code  of  Civil  Procedure. 

§  556.     Discharge  of  attachment 71 

S690,   subdlv.   18.     Property  exempt  from 

execution    68 

§  1465.    Exempt  property  set  apart  for  use 

of  wife    68 

i  1875,  subdiy.  3.     Judicial  knowledge  . . .   559 

Coaaeoticnt. 

General  Statutes,  1902. 

{  797.    Evidence  and  rulings  part  of  record  562 
f  802.    Action  of  supreme  court  on  appeals  335 

District  of  Columbia. 

Revised  Statutes. 

I  222.    Prohibiting  occupation  of  streets  . .     85 
I  225.     Setting  aalde  portions  of  streets  as 

parks    85 

1 226.     Removal     of     obstructions     from 

S  227.     Institution  of  suits  ..'.'.'.'.  I '.  I '. ! .'  I     85 
1 229.     Penalty    for    obstruction     85 

Florida. 

Constitution. 
Art  6,  i  6.     Voting  by  ballot   186 

Georgia. 

Statutes. 

131.     Charter  of  Augusta 567 

Princess  Digest. 


1898,  p. 
P.  426. 


Set-off  100 

Code,  1863. 

1 2842.      Set-off    101 

Code,  180S. 

f  2850.      Set-off    100 

H  3746.   3747,   Set-off  of   mutual   demands 

and   debts     98 

{  3754.    Effect  of  dismissal  after  filing  set- 
off       101 

«  3807.     Defining  torts 107 

5  4929.     For  every  right  a  remedy 103 

«  4970.     Dismissal  of  petition    101 

i  5712.     Liberty  of  speech 107 

S  5713.     Searches  and  warrants 106 

i  0014.     Freedom-  of  the  press 107 

S  U017.     Searches  and  seizures   106 

Political  Code. 

i  743.     Use  of  streets 506 

Penal   Code. 

1401.      Gaming    118 

Idaho. 


Art. 
Art. 


1,   « 

1.   SI 


Art.  18. 
Art.  1«, 
Art.  IN, 
Art.  18, 


69  L.  R.  A. 


Constitution. 

Jnalienablo  rljrlits  of  people  223 
Special    privth'jics    iind    Im- 

ninnitit's     '2'2') 

County's   of   stat«'    I'lii* 

Keniovnl   of  count  v  seat    .  .  1!'-."J 

l)ivlslon    of   counties    2:^2 

Kstablislinieut  of  new  coun- 
ty       222 


Art.  IS,  i  5.     County  goTernments  under 

legislative  control..  21S 

Session  Ijaics. 

1891.  March  3.  Creation  of  Alta  and  Lin- 
coln counties    2i$ 

1903,  p.  346.     Control  of  separate  property 

by  wife    "i*^*^ 

1905,  Feb.  28.     Alwlishment  of  county  ..  r:l 

Revised  Statutes,  1H87. 

H  2921,  2922.      Protection   of  homesteads  >7 

11  3040.  Conveyance  of  homestead    .>T 

1.3041.  Abandonment  of  homestead   T'^T 

jl  4427.  lOxceptions    .'.77 

«  6007.  Statute  of  frauds 570,  7^^ 

I  GOOS.  Statute  of  frauds    5Sj 


IlUaois. 

Hurd's  Revised  Statutes,  190S. 

Cbap.  38,  p.  670.  §  273.  Punishment  for 
attempt  to  commie 
offense    ISS 

Chap.  68,  {  6.  Contracts  of  married  wo- 
men     STl 


Indiana. 

Constitution. 

Art.  1,  I  23.  Exclusive    privileges      forbid- 
den     421.  S'N) 

Art,  4,  i  19.  Act  to  embrace  but  one  sub-    _^ 
ject     S^ 

Art.  4,  I  22.    Prohibiting  pa.ssage  of  special 

ln^D    421,  '*7** 

Art.  4,  {  23.  Laws  to  be  uniform  '.*.*.*..  7. .  !>7  * 
Statutes. 

§1  5206  52O61;.     Employers*   liability  act..  STS 
Revised  Statutes,  1S81. 

I  3407.     Building  associations   4:1 

Bums's  Revised  Statutes,   190  i. 

II  7083-7087.     Employers'   liability  act   . .  S7S 

Horner's  Revised  Statutes,  1891!. 
II  5206-5206t;.     Employers'   llabllitv   act..  STS 

Burns*s  Annotated  Statutes,  1901. 
16904.     Contracts  of  married  women  ....  ti^l 

Iowa. 

Code. 

I  1.307.     Employer's  liability  act   *^\l 

I  1824.     Keguialion  of  insurance  company  l7-< 
I  2901.     Suspension  of  power  of  controlling 

property    '>♦»■ 

I  3061.     Written  tender  of  stock '-*'' 

I  3450.     Revivor  of  causes  of  action  ....  -'^- 


Kaasas. 

Statutes. 

1857-58,  chap.  13,  p.  195.  Local  prosecu- 
tors       

1801,  chap.  .'>8,  p.  216.  Duty  of  attorney 
general     

1809,  chap.  43.  p.  128.    Bribery  statutes  .. 

Ucncral  Statutes,  ISiJS. 


K5 


PP.  28.') 


8  ({ST.3. 


$  2LM2. 

S  .").-)  40. 
S  7271. 


284.  H  135-137.       Prosecuting  at- 
torney   


General  Statutes,  18S9. 

Taxation  oU  railway  projjorty   ... 

Grvrrnl  Statutes,   1901 

PunlslinnMit  for  accepting  bribe  . . 

Attempt   to  bribe 

.Sijiniu.^  Iinllct^noDts 

Du»y  oi  uuorney  general   .. 


1*^1 
17> 
17> 


ClTATIONB. 


8U 


CcnstUutum. 

f  5.       Compulsory   worship    592 

i  IL     Rights  of  accused  in  criminal  pros- 
ecutions      273 

t59.     Forbidding  passage  of  special  acts  269 
1 110.    jQrisdlction  of  court  of  appeals  . .  272 

USO.    Tax  for  educational  purpoiies f>92 

1 196.    Common  carriers'  liability 268 

Statutes. 

1796  (1  SUt  Laws,  530).  *  Trial  of  acces- 
sory to  murder   . . .  275 

Statutes,  J90S. 

fTOO.     Liability   of  Insurer    268 

I112S.    Crimes  and  punishments 275 

i  1147.    Prosecution  of  offense   273 

J  2514.    Statute  of  limitations 270 

{4368.    L'se  of  sectarian  book  in  common 

schools   592 

Criminal  Code  of  Practice. 

4  X    Repeal  of  laws 275 

}{ 21,  24.    Jurisdiction  of  offense 27:< 

Iionislanm. 

Constitution,  ]898, 

Art  1.        Origin  and  end  of  goTernment  278 

Art.  2,         Due   process   of    law    278 

-Art  166.     Prohibiting  ex  poMt  facto  laws  278 
Art.  167.    Compensation      for       property 

taken    278 

Statutes. 

IH'^S,  No.  1C6,  p.  232.     Powers  of  mayor 

and  aldermen 278 

Civil  Code. 

Art  407.    Ownership  of  property 278 

MarjUiad. 

Constitution,  ISof. 

Art.    3,  { 22.     Forblddlnir   the   loaning  of 

credit  of  state 916 

Art.  3,  §  42.  Transfer  of  fitork  In  im- 
provement  company  919 

Constitution,  1867. 

Art.    3,  i  34.     State  not  to  give  or  loan 

crodit 915 

Art.    3,  {  54.     County  not  to  give  or  loan 

credit     018 

Art.  7,  1 1.  Powers  of  county  commis- 
sioners        917 

Art.  12,  f  3.  Sale  of  state's  Interest  by 
board  of  public 
works     919 

Statutes. 

1'74,  chap.   21.     Money  loaned   for  public 

roads    916 

1842.  1843,  chap.  301.  Sale  of  sUte's  in- 
terest In  internal 
Improvement  com- 
panies        916 

1S68.  chap.  454.  p.  880.  Aid  for  construc- 
tion of  Internal  im- 
provements     918 

1^7$.  chap.  158,  p.  256.  Repair  of  na- 
tional road  by  coun- 
ties       920 

lKf>6.  chap.  51.     State  commission   915 

l^m,  chap.  225,  p.  388.  State  aid  for 
the  construction  of 
roads    915 

Code  of  Public  Local  Laws. 

Art.  4,  1 170.  Time  of  signing  bills  of  ex- 
ception     909 

Art  5,  I  6.  Appeals  from  orders  of  orphans* 

courts    914 

-Art  5.  I  7.     Appeals  under  insolvent  laws  914 

Art  66,  i  8.      Notice  of  sales   914 

Code  of  Public  General  I^atcs. 

Art  25.     Powers  of  county  commissioners  917 

«L.R.A. 


MaMAolmsetts. 

Declaration   of  Rights, 

Art.  10.    Compensation  for  property  taken  820 

Statutes. 

1882,  chap.  154,  pp.  111113.    Damages  for 

land  taken 315 

1891,  chap.  370,  p.  949.  Establishment  of 
gas  and  electric 
plants     79 

1895,  chap.    488,    p.    573.      Compensation 

for    destruction     of 
established    business  599 

1896,  chap.  450,  p.  444.     Compensation  to 

employees    600 

1897,  chap.  445,  p.  429.     Compensation  for 

damages    600 

1898,  chap.  551,  p.  666.    Comoensation  for 

damages     600 

1900,  chap.  196,  p.  138.     Abandonment  of 

land  taken    315 

1901,  chap.  505,  p.  451.    Compensation  for 

damages     600 

1902,  chap.  373,  p.  289.     Approval  of  ac- 

quisition of  land  by 
TTnlte<l  States 725 

1903,  chap.    158,  p.   121.     Rules  of  park 

commission    818 

Public   Statutes,   1882. 

Chap.   150,  I  8.     Reservation  of  questions 

of  law   313 

Chap.  191,  i  46.     Mechanic's  Hen 499 

Revised  Statutes. 

Chap.  25,   i  1.     Highways    619 

Revised  Laws. 

Chap.  156,  {  7.     Reservation  of  questions 

of  law   313 

Chap.  203,  i  11.     Payment  of  costs  before 

second  suit 313 

MleliisaA. 

Constitution. 

Art.  4.  {11.  Voting  at  elections   186 

Art.  6,   i  26.       Forbidding     unreasonable 

searches 840 

Art.  6,  i  32.     Testimony  of  i^erson  against 

himself    340 

Art.  7,  I  2.     Voting  by  ballot 185 

Art.  14,  §11.     Uniform  taxation 430 

Statutes. 

1803,  No.  206.  p.  3.->8.     Tax  law 434 

1895,   No.   2'J9,   p.  520.     Taxation   of  cor- 

))orato  property   . .  .   435 

1897,  No.  61,  p.  71.  rse  of  voting  ma- 
chine        186 

1903,  No.  2:i4,  p.  383.  Tse  of  voting  ma- 
chine         186 

Compiled  Lairs,  1897. 

1 3441.       Duty    of    municipality    to    keep 

Rlr*»ets  safe 619 

Si  3750-37.'8.    TTse  of  voting  machine  ....    186 

13834.  Taxation  of  corporate  property  . .  434 
111,  344,  chnp.  316.  Lotteries  507 
ill,    795.     Punishment    of    common    law 

offenses 183 

Mlaaesota. 

Constitution. 

Art    1,12.     Rights    of    citizens 672 

Art.  1,   i  7.     Rights  of  accused   672 

Laws, 

1887.  chap.  13.     Fellow-servant  act 889 

1899,  chap.  225,  p.  246.     Returns  by  com- 

mission   merchants     670 

General  Statutes,  189^. 

i  2701.     Fellow-servant  act 889 

Missouri. 
Constitution,  1875. 

Art  2,  1 11.    Issuance  of  warrant  without 

probable  cause    •••  471 

Digitized  by ' 


,  Google 
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Citations. 


Statutes. 

3899,  p.  .'182.     Prosecution  of  felonlea 471 

Revised  Htatutcs,  1879. 

Rape    jgo 

Attt»iiij)t  to  commit  offense'.*.'.'.'.'   182 

Revised  Statutes,  1899. 
InrornintlonK 


{  1253. 
fi  1(545. 


Ohio. 


I  2477. 
S  2481. 


IPM'     ri"?f**;^"^'o°  hyli'firmation':::::   .386 
l^uJo.     Indictments  when  not  Invalid  .W   .?R7 


387 


Nebraska. 


Art. 


Constitution. 
8,    I  11.      Sectarian    Instruction    In 

ft-  %  V.    Taxation  fS'brSnIform' .' .' .' .' .'  ttl 
Art.  9,   §  6.     Taxation  for  corporate  pur- 

poses     454 

Compiled  Statutes,  1901. 

-rt  1.,.     ,     .  railway  property   ..   451 

Cohhey's  Annotated  States,  1903 

fhf^.V%'e"ve^,^*^ie%^'  *"  commissioner  451 
if  l5,484-10,486?"Revenue  a'cV  ! ! ! ! ! ! ! ! '. !   ^^J 

New  Hampshire, 

Statutes. 


Art.  1 


I 


i.     Reimlatlon  of  con- 
tracts   for    sale    of 


Ed.  1815,  p.  191,  { 

^and     031 

Public  Statutes,  1901. 
Chap.  213,  S  1.    Regulation  of  contracts  for 

sale  of  land 631 

New  Jersey. 

Constitution. 
Art.   1,  Par.   16.     Compensation  for  proD- 

erty  taken . .  .*7  769 

Statutes. 


Constitution. 

1.  Inalienable   rights    4J0 

A-t    1    £  ^2*  2^Ject  of  government  ..  420,431 

xll'  J'  f  JS-  ^ourts    to    be    open    8H 

Art.  1,  I  19.  Compensation    for    property 

taken  Ki? 

Art.  2,  S  26.  General  laws  to  be*  uniform 

Art.  10,  S  7.  Exercise  of  police  powers'.!  SIX 

Statutes. 
1867,    Feb.    21    (64    Ohio    I^ws,    p.    18). 
BuIIdlnfT    and    loan 

association       41'* 

Building'  and  loan  associa- 
tions       419 

Building  and  loan  associa- 

1890,  April  2  (87  Ohio  L2wg,'p.'i49).*  "Prol  ^^^ 

tection    of    railroad 
icQt     >r        ..     ,««    _ employees     T0» 

1891,  May    3     (88    Ohio    I^ws,    p.    469). 

Building    and     loan 

c%A  t\x.t    r  associations    41D^ 

94  Ohio  Laws,  p.  142.     Cleansing  of  dniln- 

ift«o     A     .,    .«  age  ditches    81:: 

19t)2,   April    15    (05   Ohio   Laws.    p.    ir,r.). 

Cleansing   of   drain- 

i^snil^.P^l^   ^^J  Ohlf  Laws'!  i82);GiV-  ^ 

ion?     f •  9,*^*>^^  °'  ®"'*®^y  ^nds 42» 

1904,  April  22  (97  Ohio  Iaws,  p.  2«2>. 
Contracts  for  clean- 
ing ditch 812 


1868,  May  5. 
1868,  May  9. 


{  3641c. 
«  4401. 
I  4500. 
S  5848. 


Revised  Statutes,  1892, 


I  5916. 


1901,  chap.  161 


(P.  L.  p.  333). 
fishery 


.  Right  of 
,  ,  -  in  private 
»ake     7^ 

General  Statutes. 
Vol.    2.    p.    1603,    15.      Memorandum    of 

agreement  for  lease  396 

New  Yorh. 


Art.    3,    S  10. 

1850,  chap.  140, 
1884,  chap.  522, 


Conslituiion. 

Bills   to   embrace   but  one 

sa»>J«'ct     75e 

Statutes. 

p.  232.     Duty  to  signal  at 

p.  Q2o.     Park  act 75(3 


(Jlying  of  surety  bonds 429 

Ditch    laws    S14 

Public   water  course    '.'.'.'.'.  SH> 

Jurisdiction   of  courts   to    enjoin 

win, ".'!*".*"?!.::::::  5» 

Bates's  Annotated  Statutes. 
if  3836-3,  p.  2130.     Power  of  buildlnif  and 

loan  associations  ..  417 

Oklahoma. 

Wilson's   Revised   Annotated    Statute*. 
II 4052-4062.     Easements    and    servitudes  465 


Art.  1,  I  9. 

7,  i  17. 

7,  S  18. 

15.     1 3. 


Art. 
Art. 
Art. 


Oresoa. 

Constitution. 

Issuance    of    warrant    -wlth- 

out    probable    cause  46*> 
Prosecuting  attorneys  47;: 

Jurors ifto 

Oath   of  office 1 1 1 1 ! ".  473 

Session  Laics. 


1899,   Feb.   17,  p.  »9. 


I  as.-io. 

«:584i-; 
«  :W48. 

«  30.14. 
«.m4]. 
«  3!)42. 
I  49;)6. 

I  41)97. 

«  500.? 
i  •}<>04. 
I  .»014. 


6»  L.  R.X 


North  Dakota. 

Revised  Codes,  1899, 

HeqnlMlteH  of  contract 411 

.S44.     Consent  ro  c».»ntract 411 

"Actual  fraud''  dellned 411 

Atnrmauce   of   contract 411 

Liability  for  wilful  deceit   411 

Actionable  deceit 411 

Damages  for  breach  of  promise  of 

^  marriage    414 

Measure  of  damages  for  breach  of 

obligation    411 

I>amagp.s   for   seduction    414 

Damages  for  Injury  to  animals  . ,   414 
Recovery  of  damages 414 


Proceedings  by  in- 
formation   ..... ...  474 


1903,    Dec.    28, 


Special  Laws. 
p. 


32.  Appointment  of 
deputies  by  district 
attorney      47.. 

Bellinger  and  Cotton's  Annotated  Code^  and 

Statutes. 

i  788,    subdiv.   15 


^' h'"'?,*;"'*"^^  <>^  ollicial 


Ji  848. 


duty 


Memorandum  to  be  'made'  bV  wiV. 


469 


^'-'^-'^i.  ^r^'Tj^^^^i^^  1^ 


11271. 
i  1304. 
I  1581. 
I  1584. 
fi  1585. 
»  2502. 
I  2927. 


Form/ofTndlcTm?S"'!  ^^^'"^    ....  ^ 

Defining  -information- P, 

Lxaminatlon   of   Informant i-i 

/wif"«7  ""i  warrant  of  arVeii*  "  Jfi 

t)ath  of  office  required       *'^'^'**    •-  '*i\ 

Appointment   of  demities'by 'dlV        ' 

trict  attorney     . .  *. ,  47;> 


Digitized  by 
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CITATIO1I0. 


32c- 


PeBAsylTMtia* 

Statutes, 

1794.  AprU  19   [3  Smith's  I^ws,  p.  1481. 

Revocation  of  wills 
is;>l.   April    3    (P.    L.    327).     Opening  of 

streets    

1S79,  Jane  4  (P.  L.  88) .     Wills 

Rhode  IsUuid. 

Public  Laws. 
1809,    chap.    549.    p.    40. 


is;»8. 


Consent 
of  iniardlan  to  mar- 
riage     

General  Laws,  1896. 

Thap.  106,  f  7.  Appointmeati'of  guardian 
rbap.  190,  S   16.  Invalidity      of      ward's 

contract    

Chap.  279,  f  65.  Observation      of      street 

railway     tracks . . , . 


Soutli  Carolina. 

Constitution. 


Art,    2.    S    24. 


Elections    by   general    as- 
sembly      

Soutli  Dakota. 

Laws. 

Ifxi.:.  chap.  176.  p.  202.  Board  of  Medi- 
cal    examiners   .... 

Revised  Justices^  Code. 

H   14,    15.     8ervlce   of  summons 

Teaaesaee. 

Constitution. 

Art.  1.  {  21.     Compenisatlon  for  propertv 

taken    

Art.  *.\   {    17.     Bills   to  embrace   but   one 

subject     

Statutes. 

:^t;i.  chap.  11.  p.  15.  Rstabllshment  of 
taxing    district 

I'^it'i.  chap.  142,  p.  2.'>0.  (Vmdemnation 
of  land  for  park 
purposes    

Shannon's  Code. 


051 


701 
050 


403 

403 
403 
190 


187 


505 
501 


751 


I    1M4. 
f  1V57. 


Taking     land     for    internal     im- 
provement        755 

I'etltlon  for  appropriation  of  land  755 

Notice  of   petition    755 

AsseAsment  of  damages 755 

Kxaminatlon    of   ground;   assess- 
ment     755 

Kstlmation  of  damages 755 


i  1850.  Conflrmatlon  of  report 755. 

S  1865.  Prepayment  of  damages 755 

I  1866.  Suit  for  damages 755 

I  3ft31.  Mechanic's  lien   808 

I  35.30.  Continuance  of  lien 808 

S  4456.  Estate  vests  In  seven  years 738 

I  4470.  Actions  for  Injuries  to  property. .  7.'18 

f  5006.  Forcible  entry  and  detainer 738 

f  510.3.  Merits  of  title  not  inquired  into  745 

i   5131.  Replevin    286 

{  6144.  Judgment  for  defendant 286 

I   6437.  Misdemeanor    293 

116786,  6787.        Furnishing      liquors      to 

minors     202^ 

S  6780.  Punishment  for  giving  liquors  to 

minors    20*.: 

I  7202.  Sentence  to  penitentiary    293 

i   7212.  Assessment  of  fine   203 

Texas. 

Statutes. 

1840,  Jan.  20.     Adoption  of  common  law. .   OOO 

PaschaVs  Digest. 

Art.  1870.     Indictment  for  bribery   183 

Revised  Statutes,  1805. 

Art.  1680.     Descent  and  distribution 000 

Art.  32.58.     Adoption  of  common  law 000 

\Vhite*s     Annotated      Code      of      Criminal 

Procedure. 
I  766.     Practice  as  to  improper  argument  200- 

West   Virsinla. 

Code,  1899'. 

Chap.  53,  i  50.  Dis.solntion    of      corpora- 
tion         13r 

Chap.    54.    i    26.     Building   associations..   421 
Chap.   75,   S   8.     Men    120^ 

Wiaooaaia, 

Statutes. 

1890,  chap.  245,  p.  407.     Trustees  of  coun- 
ty  poor    831 

Revised  Statutes,  1878. 
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Revised  Statutes,  1898. 


%     600.     Collection  of  cost  of  support  of 

Insane    persons 8.30 

I     600e.  Rendition    of    accounts 831 

f     604q.  Collection  of  cost  of  support  from 

estate    830 

H  1500-1505.  Relief  and  support  of  poor  831 

i     2668.  Pleading     614 

I     2820.  Error  or  defect  In  pleading 61  fk 

I     2858.  Special    verdict    617 
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A  coart  order  iinnalllnfic  a  Judicial  niile, 

and  directing  a  re.sale  of  the  pvoperty.  with- 
out accepting  the  bid.  or  directing  any  pro- 
reedJngB  against  the  bidder,  or  any  confirma- 
tion of  the  sale,  relieves  htm  from  all  liabil- 
ity upon  bis  bid. 

(January  10.  1005.  > 


APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  jud^ent  of 
tlie  Circuit  Court  for  Livinj^ton  Coun- 
ty holding  him  responsible  for  a  bid  made  at 
a  judicial  sale.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Headrick  Sb  Miller  and  J.  C. 
Hodse  for  appellant. 

Messrs.    Bush    St    WiUoa    and    C«    O. 
Grassliam  for  appellee. 

Hobson,  J.,  delivered  tlie  opinion  of  the 
court : 

D.  B.  Weaver  died  a  resident  of  Living- 


Nv«Tn.- 


-Htiicf  of  purchaser  upon  annuUiny  ju- 
dicial or  execution  sale. 


T-  Rflramr  from  bid.  33. 
II.  Release  from  hid  and  return  of  deposit,  36. 

III.  Relief  by  reimburnvMent  or  Hubroyation. 

a.  ftcnrrally,  39. 

b.  Reimbursement,  39. 
c    Subroyatio'n. 

1.  Generally,  42. 

2.  Out  of  proceeds  of  renale.  44. 

d.  Probate,  yuardians',  and  administra- 
tors' sales. 

1.  Ouardians'  sales,  45. 

2.  Administrators'  sales.  47. 
e.  Statutory  relief.  HI. 

f.  Proeecdinys  against  nonresidents,  52. 

g.  Fraudulent  sales,  53. 

IV.  Relief  by  action  against  the  debtor,  55. 
V.  Relief  by  action  ayainst  the  creditor,  56, 

VI.  Relief  by  action  ayainst  the  sheriff,  58. 
TIL  nummary,  58. 

I.  Release  from  bid. 

It  is  a  neceflsary  result  that  a  purchaser  is 
r«°;eafied  froon  his  bid  on  the  sale  being  set  aside. 
<fi  the  converse  is  also  true,  and  a  release  from 
tlie  bid  will,  in  effect,  set  the  sale  aside.  This 
i-ite  is  only  Intended  to  Include  such  cases  as 
--^ow.  In  effect^  that  the  sales  were  set  aside  or 
>!>ared  as  Invalid,  in  many  cases  a  resale  was 
bad  because  the  purchaser  failed  to  comply 
«ith  bis  t»!d.  and  proper  steps  were  taken  to 
bold  btm  for  a  deficiency  where  the  sale  was  not 
^i  aj»lde.  The  reason  for  holding  him  liable 
i*  on  the  theory  that  his  purchase  is  binding, 
a&d  he  haa  caused  loss  by  his  delinquency.  The 
r.i*  Is  that  where  proper  steps  are  not  taken  to 
*:i  the  pnrcbaser's  liability,  and  a  resale  Is  had, 
ise  will  be  released;  and  It  may  be  stated  that 
vii^re  be  is  led  to  believe  that  the  first  sale 
^.«  been  abandoned,  and  another  sale  is  had, 
Wvlil  not  be  liable.  This  was  the  rule  adopted 
^.a  L.  R.  A. 


in  C'owpKU  V.  Wkavku's  Admb.  As  to  whether 
or  not  he  may  clsim  release  If  the  sale  is  not 
confirmed,  the  case  of  Cowper  v.  Weavek's 
Admb.  holds  that  he  Is  released,  saying:  "The 
purchaser  at  the  first  sale  was  only  a  preferred 
bidder  until  his  bid  was  accepted  by  the  court 
routirming  the  sale."  But  In  a  case  in  the 
United  States  Supreme  Court  (Camden  v.  May- 
hew.  120  I'.  S.  73.  32  i..  ed.  608,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
240).  he  wos  held  not  released;  but  the  court 
offered  to  confirm  the  sale  if  he  would  pay,  and 
an  order  was  made  to  fix  his  liability  when  the 
subsequent  sale  was  ordered.  Judicial  sales 
differ  from  execution  sales.  In  that  In  the 
former  a  confirmation  is  necessary  to  fix  the 
liability  of  the  purchaser.  Some  states  have 
a  statutory  provision  for  the  confirmation  of  all 
hales.  The  purchaser  will  be  released  if  the 
conditions  In  the  second  sale  vary  from  those 
in  the  first  sale.  If  the  sale  is  void  the  pur- 
chaser will  be  released  from  his  bid  (see  subdiv. 
III.).  lie  will  be  released  by  the  court  in 
Judicial  sales  which  are  set  aside  on  the  ground 
that  the  title  is  doubtful  (see  subdiv.  II.).  He 
has  been  released  on  the  ground  of  poverty. 

So.  where  no  notice  was  given  or  rule  taken 
against  the  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale,  that  a 
resale  would  be  at  his  risk,  he  was  held  Justi- 
fied in  regarding  his  purchase  as  abandoned. 
Galpln  V.  Lamb.  29  Ohio  St.  529. 

The  same  was  held  in  Glrard  L.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Young,  8  Phlla.  1«.  the  court  saying:  "Surely 
if,  after  such  a  sale,  the  property  is  again  put 
up  without  any  demand  on  the  part  of  the 
sheriff  or  anyone  else  for  the  performance  of 
the  contract,  and  without  any  notice  or  intima- 
tion that  the  purchaser  is  to  be  held  respon- 
sible for  the  loss,  on  a  resale,  he  may  fairly 
Infer  that  his  bid  Is  not  insisted  on.  that  his 
compliance  with  it  has  been  waived." 

In  Makemson  t.  Braun,  100  Ky.  88,  37  S.  W. 
405.    the   purchaser   refused   to   execute  bonds, 
and  the  commissioner,  without  reporting  to  therl/^ 
3  3^'*- 
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ston  count/,  and  his  administrator  brought 
this  suit  to  sell  the  land  owned  by  him  for 
the  payment  of  debts,  and  for  the  settlement 
of  his  estate.  At  the  April  term,  1903,  a 
judgment  was  entered  directing  a  sale  of 
the  real  estate.  The  sale  was  made  on  June 
1st,  and  at  it  appellant,  R.  B.  Cowper.  bid 
in  lots  67,  68,  69,  70,  and  a  part  of  lot  17, 
for  $265.  After  the  sale  he  seems  to  have 
concluded  that  the  title  of  the  intestate  to 
the  land  was  not  good,  and  refused  to  ex- 
ecute a  bond  for  the  price.  The  commis- 
sioner on  September  9th  filed  his  report  of 
sale,  stating  that  Cowper  liad  purchased 
the  property  at  the  sale,  and  had  refused  to 
execute  a  sale  bond.  On  this  report  on  Sep- 
tember 25th  the  court,  without  taking  any 
proceedings  against  Cowper  or  confirming 
the  sale,  entered  the  following  order:     **it 


court,  readvertlgpd  and  sold  the  property,  which 
sale  was  conflrmed.  SubHeqiiently  a  rule  was 
issued  a;;alD8t  the  first  purchaser  to  show  oauHo 
why  he  should  not  be  required  to  pay  a  de 
liciency  arlnliiK  botwopu  the  sales.  It  was  held 
that,  as  the  commisHloner  had  ele<'ted  to  treat 
the  first  purchase  as  a  nullity,  and  reported  all 
his  acts  to  the  court,  and  no  steiw  were  taken 
to  compel  the  purchaser  to  comply  with  his  pur- 
chase, but.  Instead,  the  last  sale  was  conHrnied, 
the  rule  was  taken  too  late,  and  the  purchaser 
was  released. 

And  in  Stout  v.  Phllippi  Mfg.  &  M.  Co.  41 
W.  Va.  339,  5«  Am.  St.  Uep.  843,  '2:\  S.  K.  r.71. 
where,  by  consent  of  the  parties.  It  was  agretMi 
that  there  should  be  a  resale,  and  the  same 
purchaser  purchased  at  the  second  sale  at  a  less 
price,  and  the  first  sale  was  not  confirmed,  or 
reported  until  after  the  second  .sale,  it  was  held 
that  he  was  not  liable  for  the  detlciency.  In 
this  case  tlte  property  was  injured  by  a  freshet 
between  the  sales,  althoui^h  this  was  not  plead- 
ed in  the  proceedinpt  to  hold  the  purchaser 
liable.  The  court  said  :  "But.  without  report 
of  this  bid,  or  its  acceptance  by  the  court,  or 
intimation  of  a  purpose  to  hold  him  to  his  bid. 
the  property  Is  resold,  by  mere  act  of  the  at- 
torneys of  the  parties,  without  advertisement. 
As  all  parties  consented  to  a  resale.  Dotiplass 
could  fairly  infer  that  they  recopnlzed  the  in- 
justice of  confirming  the  sale,  and  agreed  to  dis 
regard  it." 

In  Mississippi  It  was  held  that  no  liability 
attaches  to  the  first  purchase  until  after  the  sale 
Is  confirmed ;  that,  if  the  purchaser  refuses  to 
pay,  and  the  commissioners  advertise  and  resell 
at  a  lower  price,  without  reporting  to  the  court 
until  after  a  second  sale,  which  is  confirmed, 
the  purchaser  will  not  be  held  liable  for  the 
deficiency.  Campe  v.  Saucier,  68  Miss.  27S,  24 
Am.  St.  Rep.  273.  8  So.  846. 

In  regard  to  the  necessity  of  a  confirmatlcm 
to  hold  the  purchaser,  in  Virginia  F.  &  M.  Ins. 
Co.  V.  Cottrell,  85  Va.  8.'>7,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  lOS. 
0  S.  E.  132,  the  court  said:  "Until  the  sale 
has  been  confirmed  the  proceeding  is  in  fieri: 
the  l)Idder  is  not  considered  as  a  purchaser,  and 
ho  Is  therefore  not  liable  for  loss  to  the  prop- 
erty, by  fine  or  otherwise.  In  tlie  Interim  ;  nor 
is  he  compellable,  before  con/lrmation,  to  c-oni 
plete  his  purchase." 

So,  in  Neal  v.  Andrews.  53  Ark.  445,  14  S.  W. 
I  (Ur,.  the  court  said:  "In  a  judicial  sale  the 
iV.)  L.  R.  A. 


a])pearing  to  the  court  by  report  of  the  mas- 
ter commissioner,  W.  I.  Clarke,  that  he  sold 
to  R.  B.  Cowper  lots  67,  68,  69,  70.  and  71, 
and  a  part  of  outlot  No.  17,  as  appears  on 
the  town  plat  of  Smithland,  Kentucky,  and 
said  Cowper  having  failed  and  refused  to  ex- 
ecute bonds  therefor,  and  said  fact  being 
made  known  to  this  court  as  aforesaid,  the 
said  commissioner  is  here  directed  to  treat 
said  sale  to  Cowper  a.n  if  it  had  not  been 
made,  and  readvertise  said  property  for  sale, 
and  sell  same  in  the  full  way  and  manner 
set  out  and  directed  in  the  judgment  filed 
herein,  and  will  in  all  respects  comply  with 
said  judgment  in  tiiking  bond,  making  re- 
port, and  so  forth  and  so  on,  as  herein  set 
out;  and  this  cause  is  continued."  The  re- 
sale was  made  on  Xoveml)er  2,  189.3,  and  at 
it    the    property   brought    the    sum    of   $32. 

court  1m  the  vendor,  and  there  is  no  comploted 
sale  until  confirmation  by  the  court,  which  Is 
the  acceptance  of  the  bidder's  offer." 

.\nd  a  motion  that  a  person  reported  best 
purchaser  should  complete  his  purchase  by  a 
certain  day  was  refused;  the  report  not  belnsi 
a1»solute!y  confirmed.  Anonymous,  2  Ves.  .Tr. 
335.  The  lord  chancellor  said :  "He  felt  a 
difficulty  :  as  until  confirmation,  the  purchaser 
is  always  liable  to  have  the  biddings  opened: 
until  that,  non  constat  that  he  is  the  pur- 
chaser." 

And  in  rampT)ell  v.  .Tohnston.  4  Dana.  17S. 
the  court  said:  "Although  in  general  the  pur- 
chaser under  an  erroneous  decree  In  chancery 
may  not  be  alTected  by  the  reversal  of  the  de 
cree,  yet.  as  was  determined  by  this  court  in  the 
case  of  Torman  v.  Hunt,  at  the  last  spring  term. 
3  I>ana,  (514,  such  sales  are  not  complete  until 
they  are  sanctioned  by  the  court." 

So,  In  Ilnrwood  v.  Cox,  26  III.  App.  374.  the 
court  said  :  "The  accepted  bidder  at  a  niasti-r's 
sale  acquires  no  Independent  right  to  have  hl< 
purchase  completed,  but  is  nothing  mor<'  than  a 
preferred  bidder,  who  proposes  for  the  purchasi' 
of  the  property,  depending  upon  the  sound, 
etiullable  discretion  of  the  chancellor  for  a  t^tn- 
flrmatlon  of  the  sale  by  his  ministerial  ni^ent." 
And  iu  Cowan  v.  .Tones,  10  Smedes  &  M.  104, 
the  court  said  :  "In  chancery.  s(»me  re|)orts  an- 
conclusive,  and  others  require  contirmailon 
Among  the  latter,  is  the  report  allowing  tin 
highest  bidder  at  a  sale  under  a  decree  to  bt 
the  purchaser." 

So.  In  Melmne  v.  Mebane.  80  N.  C  .'^,4.  tb( 
court  said:  "The  bid  is  but  a  proposition  t' 
buy.  and.  until  accepted  and  sanctIone<]  hy  tli 
court,  confers  no  right  whatever  upon  tlie  jmi 
chaser.  The  snle  Is  consummated  when  tUa 
sanction  Is  given  and  an  ord(*r  for  title  mad 
and  exe»'uted." 

In  l''ornian  v.  Hunt,  3  Dana.  014.  tho  cninml' 

I  sloiur  in  a  roroclosure  sale,  su^jposiuR:   that    il 

I  eslah*  would  be  subject  to  redenijjtion,    hiul    d 

I  estate  valiu'd.  which  depressed  the  sal«\   and  \\ 

,  pn>i)er(y    did    not    bring    Its    fair    viihu*.        'i'; 

I  eo\nt    s«»t    the  sale  aside  on   condition    that     tl 

]>urc!i:is«r    ue    paiti    costs    aud    expcn-NO.-!.        -y] 

t«»nrl    v;;.  1(1  :      '•'!  lio«<e  who    piir<'li;ise   :it     a     <h.i 

(•fllui's   <aU'    piiiri.a^e   Miltji'-t    to    this    ro\i-,;] 

powiT  ami  control,  exorci-ed  by  the    chai\«  o  \ 

over  tlie  sale;  and  tU^r  right  jo  the    i>vMiHia 
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^reupon,  at   the    December    term   of   the 

^irt,  the  court    aMrarded    a   rule   against 

-•wper  to  show  cause,  if  any  he  could,  why 

should  not   pay    the    difference  between 

^  bid  made  by   him   and  the  bid  nmde  at 

^  second  sale,  which  the  court  tlien  con- 

^»d.    Appellant,    Cowper,  in  response  to 

^  ^  rule,  set  out  that  the  intestate  had  no 

,  5«  to  the  property,  and  also  relied  on  va- 

yds  irregularities  in  the  proceedings.     He 

^  set  up  the  order  above  quoted,  by  which 

t  sale  to  him  was  ordered  to  be  treated  as 

Vdlity,  and  pleaded  it  in  bar  of  the  rule, 

eonnection  with  the  subsequent  orders  of 

I  court  confirming    the  second  sale,   and 

^eving    the   property    to   the    purcliaser 

ireat. 

fa  J/aA-emson   v.   Braun,   100  Ky.   8S,   18 
f.  L  Rep.  584,  37  S.  W.  495,  the  commis- 


sioner sold  a  tract  of  land,  and,  the  pur- 
chaser failing  to  execute  bond,  readvertised 
the  property,  and  made  a  second  sale  at  the 
next  county  court.  He  then  reported  to  the 
court  both  the  sales.  The  court  confirmed 
the  second  sale,  and  ordered  the  property 
conveyed  to  the  purchaser.  After  this  a 
rule  was  taken  out  against  the  purchaser  at 
the  first  sale  to  show  cause  why  he  should 
not  pay  the  deficiency,  it  was  held  that 
he  was  not  liable.  The  court  said:  "While 
an  accepted  bidder  at  a  judicial  sale  who 
fails  to  comply  with  his  bid  may,  by  proper 
proceedings,  be  required  to  pay  the  damage 
resulting  from  sucli  failure,  which  would  in- 
clude the  difference  between  the  bid,  if  any, 
and  the  amount  realized  on  the  final  sale, 
if  the  prop(»i-ty  sold  for  less  on  that  sale 
[than  at  the  former  sale],  yet,  where  the 


knds  apon  and  awaits  his  saDction  and  con- 

lot  in  Camden  v.  Mayliew.  129  IT.  S.  73,  32 
M.  miS,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Kep.  246,  the  purchaser 
%i*l  to  pay  bis  cash  bid.  A  rule  was  awarded 
llast  the  purchaser  to  show  cause  why  he 
told  not  pay  tlie  8um  bid  by  him  for  the 
wperty,  or  why  the  sale  should  not  be  set 
k"  And  a   resale  had  at  his  rlslc  and  costs, 

0  the  exceptions  to  the  report  of  the  sale 
tt  ^diiitalned.  The  sale  was  set  aside,  and  the 
kml9>loD«>rs  were  directed  to  resell  the  prop- 
ty,  at  the  cost  of  the  purchaser,  for  cash, 
K-rrittf;  for  future  ''determination  in  this  case 
e  (jaes>tlon  whether  the  said  Camden  will  be 
«tiir««l  to  pay  the  deficiency.**  He  was  held 
ble  for  the  deficiency  on  a  proceeding;  by  rule, 
je  setting  aside  of  fhe  sale  in  this  case  was 
•l-aMr  because  of  noncompliance  with  the  bid, 
!k'*c7jpli  ^iie  reasons  are  not  given,  and  the 
ffljiser  "was  not  released,  because  the  same 
tf  provided  for  his  liability  being  retained. 
^•ni4>f  Question  d)8cu.ssed  was  the  right  to 
<«rf^-fi  by  rule  or  attachment  without  the  sale 
»{r-^  b«^xi  confirmed.  On  ordering  the  resale, 
^  (Minrt  liad  offered  the  first  purchaser  the 
^.  ^'^^  of  paying  his  bid.  which  was  held 
■^n-i^.^^ot.    to    a    confirmation. 

A:.:irf  liji«er  will  be  discharged  from  liability 
>ir^-«Ale  where  proper  steps  to  fix  his  liabll- 
'ire  not    taken. 

^-  a  piirchas«»r  was  held  released  from  the 
'i"  n''y  <*anM»d'by  a  resale,  where  such  resale 
*  ad  *>o  different  terms  from  those  on  which 
»I;r.  ija»e<l.     Hay  t.  Adams.  28  Misc.  004,  oi) 

1  Supp.  1047;  Riggs  v.  Pursell,  74  N.  Y. 
^  I'-ine*  ▼.  Gordon,  9  Pa.  420 ;  Weast  ▼.  Der- 
H.  1«M>  r*a.  509  :  I.al)auve  ▼.  Mc<^abe,  34  La. 
^  :  <:\  :  Zlmnoerman  v.  Kckert,  2  Pennyp.  221 ; 
^.an  V.  Husband,  77  Pa.  380;  Paul  v. 
^    r  .-s      2    Ra^le.  320;   Hare  v.  Bedell,  98 

'  1  Tl  <^  same  was  held  in  Ilcndrick  v.  Davis, 
•  I'-.T.  73  Am-  I>ec.  720,  holding,  also,  that 
'•rr-  ;T'»f*<iTf r  must  be  resold,  and  resold 
'  »-  ;  r"i*'rty  of  the  identical  defendant,  as 
•»  i".  MiJ-r.i-ty  it  had  Ijecn  bid  off  to  the  first 
'     .  ■  '  r- 

i   I»iii  i.ba.^er  was  lield  released  from  11a- 

.  T    a    ijeticiency    on    second    sale   where 

-,T,   on  a  Tfturn  of  the  execution,  made 

.  ;   n  fit  t:)**  dj-faulting  bidder.     The  court 

-;^1  i'.ixit  it  was  tlie  duty  of  the  sheriff 

'...   iL  A. 


at  execution  sale  to  make  a  necessary  memo- 
randum in  writing.  Linn  Boyd  Tobacco  Ware- 
house Co.  V.  TerriU.  13  Bush,  403. 

In  Harvey  v.  Adams,  9  Lea,  289,  it  was  held 
that  the  purchaser  at  the  first  sale,  where  there 
had  been  a  resale,  could  not  be  held  liable  by 
the  judgment  creditor  for  the  difference  in  the 
first  and  last  bid.  the  court  saying :  "There  is 
no  privity  of  contract  between  the  complainants 
and  the  defendant.  The  defendant's  contract 
was  with  the  sheriff,  and  the  liability  to  him." 

In  Grier  v.  Yontz,  50  N.  C.  (5  Jones.  L.)  371. 
a  purchaser  was  held  released  from  liability 
for  a  deficiency  on  a  resale  where  a  new  process 
was  issued  to  sell  the  land.  The  court  said  : 
"By  suing  out  the  venditioni  exponas,  the  cred- 
itor treats  the  debtor  as  still  the  owner  of  the 
land,  and  he  relies  upon  that  for  the  payment 
of  his  debt." 

Under  S.  C.  act  1839,  $  58,  providing  that, 
if  the  purchaser  at  sheriff's  sale  shall  fall  to 
comply  with  the  terms,  the  sheriff  shall  pro- 
ceed to  resell  at  the  risk  of  the  defaulting  pur- 
chaser, either  on  the  same  or  some  subsequent 
sale  day.  as  the  plaintiff  may  direct,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  any  directions,  shall  resell  on  the 
same  day  if  practicable,  and,  if  not,  on  the  next 
succeeding  sale  day,  making  In  every  such  case 
proclamation  that  he  is  reselling  at  the  risk  of 
such  defaulting  former  purchaser, — it  was  held. 
In  Yongue  v.  (^athcart,  2  Strobh.  L.  221,  that 
the  purchaser  was  released  where  the  sheriff 
failed  at  the  resale  to  make  the  proclamation 
required  by  the  statute.  On  a  subsequent  trial 
of  this  case  (3  Strobh.  L.  304)  it  was  held 
that,  if  the  sheriff  did  not  sell  on  the  same 
day,  or  the  succeeding  sale  day,  the  purchaser 
would  be  released  from  a  deficiency  unless  the 
sheriff  showed  that  the  second  sale  was  by  the 
direction  of  the  plaintiff. 

And  where  the  sheriff  before  the  return  day 
returned  on  his  writ  that  the  purchaser  had 
not  paid,  and  the  property  was  unsold  for  want 
of  lililders.  and  made  no  demand,  it  was  licid 
ihat  the  bidder  was  not  liable  for  the  difTcreuce 
In  the  price,  lloldship  v.  Doran,  2  I'eiir.  & 
\V.  0.  There  seems  to  be  some  dinTereme  in 
the  ])raf(ice  in  such  cases.  In  tliis  case  tlw* 
court  siiy^iosted  that  the  sheriff  sliould  sih*  if 
the  money  was  not  rea«ly  at  the  return  day. 
without  tendering  a  deed,  or  he  miMJit  make  a 
special  return  "that  the  property  was  lc^nocl<od 
down  to  A  B  for  so  much, — that  said 
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commissioner  has  elected  to  treat  the  bid 
as  a  nullity,  and  has  proceeded  to  advertise 
and  sell  again,  and  the  second  sale  has 
been  confirmed  without  objection,  it  is  then 
too  late  to  proceed  against  the  first  pur- 
chaser for  failure  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  the  sale."  The  commissioner,  in  making 
the  sale,  is  the  agent  of  the  court.  His 
powers  are  limited  by  the  orders  of  the 
court.  He  has  no  power  to  treat  a  sale  as 
a  nullity,  and  in  the  case  cited  the  judg- 
ment of  the  court  turned,  not  on  the  action 
of  the  commissioner,  but  on  the  order  of 
the  court  confirming  the  action  of  the  com- 
missioner, for  the  act  of  the  agent  amounted 
to  nothing  until  it  was  ratified  by  the  court. 
The  commissioner  is  simply  ordered  to  sell 


the  property.  He  is  without  power  to  re- 
lease the  purchaser  from  his  obligation. 
The  liability  of  the  purchaser  depends  upon 
the  action  of  the  court.  In  the  case  at  bar 
the  court  ordered  the  sale  to  be  treated  as  a 
nullity.  He  directed  the  land  to  be  resold, 
and,  when  that  sale  was  made,  he  confirmed 
it,  and  directed  the  property  to  be  conveyed 
to  the  purchaser.  The  purchaser  at  the  first 
sale  was  only  a  preferred  bidder  until  his 
bid  was  accepted  by  the  court  by  confirming 
the  sale.  The  contract  was  not  complete, 
and,  when  the  court  decided  not  to  confirm 
the  sale,  but  to  treat  it  as  though  it  had  not 
been  made,  the  purchaser  stood  simply  as 
any  other  person  who  makes  a  proposition 
which  is  not  accepted.    When  the  purchaser 


not  paid  the  purchase  money,  and  that,  there- 
fore, the  property  remains  unsold."  But  that 
the  sheriff  could  not,  unless  the  purchaser  was 
notoriously  insolvent,  return  that  the  pur- 
•ohaser  has  not  paid  long  before  the  return 
day,  and  that  the  property  was,  therefore,  un- 
sold for  want  of  bidding:  and  "where  he  does 
so,  and  has  made  no  demand,  and  no  evidence 
to  Justify  him  in  so  doing,  the  bidder  is  not 
liable  for  the  difference  in  prices." 
'  In  Miller  v.  C'ollyer.  'AG  Barb.  27)0.  it  was 
held  that  the  purchaser  was  not  liable  to  the 
assignee  of  the  sheriff  under  a  foreclosure  sal«^ 
where  the  terms  of  sale  were  that,  if  any  jmr- 
chaser  shall  full  to  comply  with  the  conditions, 
the  premises  so  struck  down  will  be  put  up  for 
sale  upon  the  same  terms  without  notice  to  the 
purchaser,  and  such  purchaser  shall  be  held 
liable  for  any  deficiency ;  that  the  remedy 
against  a  purchaser  was  Ijy  application  to  the 
<rourt  to  compel  him  to  complete  it,  or  to  re- 
tfcU,  and  hold  him  liable  for  the  loss. 

Purchasers  have  been  released  from  liability 
•on  the  ground  of  mistake,  or  want  of  authority 
in  their  agent  to  bid,  or  defects  in  the  prop- 
erty or  title. 

So,  in  Clay  v.  Kagelmacher.  08  Ga.  140.  26 
8.  K.  40:i,  it  was  held  that  a  bidder  would  be 
released  from  liability  on  a  resale,  where  he  had 
refused  to  comply  with  his  bid  by  reason  of  the 
««tatemeuts  of  the  auctioneer  causing  him  to 
make  a  mistake  as  to  the  identity  of  the  lot 
I>urchn8ed. 

In  Harder  v.  Sayle-Stegall  Commission  Co. 
«l  Ark.  00.  31  S.  W.  070,  it  was  held  that,  if 
a  second  sale  was  made  because  an  alleged  pur- 
<*haser  refused  to  ratify  a  bid  made  by  his 
agent,  and  the  authority  of  the  agent  was 
limited,  and  the  sheriff  knew  that  he  was  ex- 
ceeding his  authority,  the  purchaser  would  be 
released  from  the  deQclency  arising  from  the 
second  sale. 

Executors  of  a  mortgagor  were  misled  and 
Induced  to  believe  that  a  sale  of  the  premises 
would  not  take  place.  It  was  held  that  the 
«ale  should  be  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  sur- 
prise, on  their  paying  to  the  purchaser  his  costs 
and  expenses ;  and,  if  this  was  not  complied 
with,  the  plaintiff  could  cause  the  property  to 
be  exposed  again  for  sale.  Williamson  v.  Dale, 
3  .lohns.  Ch.  200. 

And  where  an  administrator's  sale  was  void. 
It  was  held  that  an  action  for  specific  per- 
formance could  not  be  maintained  by  the  heir 
against  the  purchaser.  Kertchem  ▼.  George,  78 
Cal.  597.  21  Pac.  372. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


And  wliere  a  sheriff's  sale  was  set  aside  and 
quashed.  It  was  held  that  the  sale  bond  also  was 
properly  quashed,  and  the  purchaser  released. 
Wilson  V.  Percival,  1  Dana,  410. 

8o,  a  bidder  was  held  released  from  his  pur- 
chase as  adjudlcatee  of  a  succession,  where  it 
appeared  that  there  was  probability  of  litiga- 
tion on  the  title.  Kogge  v.  Municipal  Improv. 
Co.  49  La.  Ann.  37.  21  So.  170;  Bachino  v. 
(!o8te.  35  La.  Ann.  570;  Nash's  Succession,  48 
La.  Ann.  ir»73.  21  So.  254. 

And  in  Dunscomb  v.  Hoist,  13  Fed.  11.  where 
the  title  was  such  that  the  purchaser  was  not 
bound  to  accept,  an  order  was  made  relle%'lns 
him  from  complying  with  his  bid,  and  directing; 
a  resale. 

A  sale  was  void  where  the  vendor,  having  a 
purchase-money  lien,  had  an  execution  sale 
thereon  of  the  land  without  having  his  deed 
securing  such  lien  put  oir  record.  It  was  held 
that  the  purchaser  should  be  released  from  his 
bid.  McCord  v.  McGinty,  00  Ga.  307.  25  S.  E. 
067.  This  sale  was  void  under  a  statute.  (See 
Upchurch  v.  i^cwls,  53  Ga.  621.  subdlv.  III.  b.> 

So,  where  an  administrator  fraudulently  rep- 
resented that  the  laud  sold  was  the  property 
of  bis  intestate  by  virtue  of  the  location  of  a 
head  right,  where  he  knew  that  It  had  been 
located  upon  another  tract,  It  was  held  that 
the  Judgment  u^ton  the  sale  note  for  the  pur< 
chase  money  should  be  enjoined.  Coombs  v. 
Lane.  17  Tex.  280. 

In  Deaver  v.  Ueyuolds,  1  Bland,  Ch,  50.  a  pur 
chaser  In  partition  sale  was  released  by  ordei 
of  court,  where  he  was  unable  to  comply  witli 
the  requirements  of  the  sale  in  regard  to  exe 
cuting  bonds,  and  asked  that  the  sale  be  se 
aside;  but  he  was  held  chargeable  with  th< 
costs  and  expenses  of  the  first  sale,  to  be  re 
talned  out  of  any  share  coming  to  him. 

For  other  cases  where  the  purchaser  at  i 
Judicial  sale  was  released  on  account  of  th 
title,  see  next  subdlv.,  where  sales  were  se 
aside  and  deposit  returned. 

II.  Release  from  hid  and  return  of  deposit. 

In  England,  Ireland,  and  Canada  the  prnctlc 
Is  that  on  a  report  of  sale  the  purchaser  ma 
suggest  doubts  upon  the  title,  whereupon 
reference  Is  had  to  ascertain  and  report,  an< 
If  the  master  reports  that  there  Is  n  cloud  o 
the  title,  the  purchaser  is  released,  and  is  ent 
tied  to  a  return  of  the  purchase  money  pal< 
and  is  usually  allowed  interest  and  costs.  Tti 
question  of  practice  Is^stated  ta  be  as  followi 
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ah  to  execute  his  bond,  it  may  be  that 
se  parties  prefer  another  sale,  thinking 
lit  the  property  will  sell  for  more,  and  in 
li^  e^ent  the  court  may  so  order  without 
ikintr  any  proceedings  against  the  purchas- 
*.  But  if  it  is  desired  to  hold  the  pur- 
)i^T.  then  his  bid  must  be  accepted  by 
«  wurt,  and,  if  he  still  refuses  to  give 
be  Umd.  a  resale  may  be  ordered,  pr  the 
DT.'n^r  may  be  dealt  with  as  in  cases  of 
m:Hnipt:  and,  in  this  state  of  case,  if  the 
D<1  on  the  second  sale  sells  for  more  than 
1  t.  ('  first,  the  surplus  will  belong  to  the 
ir«iia-er.  The  court  cannot,  however, 
rjt  the  sale  as  a  nullity,  and  thus  keep 
le  Niirphis.  if  the  land  on  the  second  sale 
iU  tnr  more  than  on  the  first,  and  at  the 


same  time  hold  the  purchaser  responsible  for 
the  deficiency  if  on  the  second  sale  it  sells 
for  less.  In  Shirley  v.  Shewmakery  23  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  452,  63  S.  W.  11,  the  first  sale  was 
confirmed  by  the  court  and  a  rule  was  taken 
against  the  purchaser  to  show  cause  why  he 
should  not  give  bond,  which  was  made  ab- 
solute. Brass  field  v.  Burgess  ^  10  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  660,  10  S.  W.  122,  is  in  effect  tlie  same,, 
and  so  is  Tyler  v.  Guthrie,  17  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1193,  33  S.  VV.  934.  But  in  none  of  the 
cases  is  the  court  allowed  to  treat  the  sale 
as  a  nullity,  and  still  proceed  to  hold  the 
purchaser  liable. 

Judgment  reversed  and  cause  remanded, 
with  directions  to  discharge  the  rule  against 
appellant. 


iKiruan  ▼.  Hlnke.  1  HoKan.  151  :  First,  that 
»  Mijding  binds  the  bidder,  while  it  is  open  to 
»  "  nrT  lo  receive  an  out  bid  and  order  a  re- 
I'*  nn'il  the  conditional  order  of  conflrmatlon 
iji-o.me  al«H>Iute  :  second,  that  the  condition- 
I  •  rVr  caDDot  be  entered  until  the  bidder  has 
Jp"*'Ml  one  fourth  of  the  purchase  money: 
iiri.  That  the  order  to  confirm  absolutely  can- 
«  '*  ijone  antll  the  remaining  three  fourths 
f  •  .e  pMrrliase  money  is  paid ;  fourth,  if.  the 
'  e  IS  not  jrood,  the  purchaser  will  be  paid 
Ik  !ii««  purchase  money  at  6  per  cent  wlth- 
r  '<'in^  iiiTolved  in  any  of  the  consequences 
(  Uif  lu vestment  or  disposition  of  the  funds 
i-\%{-»'n  the  parties;  fifth,  that  the  purchaser 
«*  »  ri„»ljt  to  have  his  purchase  money  in- 
'^ -l  i;  tln>  stocks  at  his  own  risk,  or  to  trans- 
V  -  ■•  k  at  hU  own  risk  to  the  amoun':  of  th« 
ir-  .1^  mooey.  but  in  that  case  he  will  b« 
^''1  >  make  gooil  the  full  amount  of  the  pur- 
u««  r.i<  uvy  when  the  transaction  is  completed, 
tc  '••  .:ain  or  lose  the  difterence  himself. 
I-  \i.f  followlni?  cases,  on  the  sale  being  set 
^M»-  iiii>  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  a  re- 
tra  if  his  deposit  with  costs.  There  is  not 
fc  ~!i  lifferencc  in  the  facts  in  these  cases  to 
I*    »   ><»ttlnK   them    out    in    full:      Ward    v. 

*  -1.  M  Sim.  «2 ;  Reynolds  v.  Blake,  2  Sim. 
'  ^"  HT:  ('alTert  v.  Godfrey.  0  Beav.  97. 
f^*  •  ■■■••Mt  interest :  Feely  ▼.  Kilkenny,  Flan. 
'*^  4'. ; :  Lachlan  v.  Reynolds.  Kay,  52  ;  M'Cul- 

A  y  «.:p-,'.iry.  1  Kay  &  .1.  28<5. 

\Ti  nil, re  a  purchaser  under  a  decree  was 

*' 'i  i-xause  the  title  was  encumbered  by  a 

■-  '  i<»  ctit  timber,  it  was  held  that  the  pur- 
''•  '  wa«{  justified  in  withholdinf?  payment 
S'  ; :-  oljectlon  was  removed,  and,  if  it  could 
'  '•  "  :•  moved,  the  purchaser  would  be  entitled 

*  •  '.i-<  iiarjred  from  his  purchase  and  to  have 
I  •  .  -'*  ,it  refunded,  or  to  an  allowance  of  an 

'T't  Iq  the  purcbaBe  money.  Street  v. 
f  «  Ont.  Pr.  Rep.  312.  The  court  did 
'  «>v^'  costs  because    the   application   was 


f    -. 


'     ■'•'  following   cases    the   purchaser    was 

"•'  'hf  retnm  of  bis  purchase  money  with 

'^  "'  •  and  costs:  Linebam  v.  Cotter,  8  Ir.  Eq. 

:       •"<:  Oower   v.    nill.    Hayes   &   J.    127; 

'       i'«v.  Roberts.  2  Molloy,  507. 

'•'  1  purchaser  under  a  decree  was  dls- 
1^  -n  tii,on  a  report  of  bad  title,  and  It  was 
J^^  -atf  his  deposit  should  be  paid  back  with 

♦*  !••,  idlo*  to  his  applying  for  Interest  and 
'  •''  '^Un  tbere  should  be  a  fund  in  court. 
^  '■  :'^  «leath  a  fund  was  realized  from  which 
;*  '*'^"°*'  reprewsntative  was  held  entitled  to 
*  •  u  Ji.  A. 


l)e  paid  Interest  and  costs.  Mackay  v.  Orr,  3  Ir. 
Eq.  Rep.  499. 

In  Hill  V.  Klrwan,  1  Hogan.  173,  where  the 
purchaser  was  dlschnrfced  because  a  good  title 
could  not  be  made,  and  there  was  no  fund  In 
court  to  pay  his  Interest  and  costs,  the  purchase 
money  haying  already  been  paid  back,  it  was 
held  that  he  was  entitled  to  have  a  receiver 
appointed  over  the  lands,  with  direction  to 
apply  the  rents  In  the  discharge  of  his  Interest 
and  costs. 

A  person  who  had  made  a  deposit  as  the 
highest  bidder  under  a  decree,  and  who  wa» 
outbid  at  a  subsequent  sale,  was  held  entitled 
to  have  his  deposit  paid  back  Immediately ;  but 
as  to  his  interest  and  costs  he  was  required  to 
wait  until  the  sale  was  completed.  Archdall  v. 
Montgomery,  Vern.  &  S.  ,^02. 

And  where  the  title  to  land  sold  under  a  de- 
cree was  defective,  and  the  purchaser  was  dis- 
charged, he  was  held  entitled  to  the  full  amouut 
of  hfa  purchase  money.  Interest  and  costs.  It 
was  further  held  that,  where  such  interest  and 
costs  were  to  be  paid  out  of  a  fund  .charges l)ie 
with  the  usher's  poundage,  the  loss  should  be 
borne  by  the  funds  In  the  cause,  and  not  by  the 
discharged  purchaser.  Johnson  v.  Reardon,  S 
Ir.  Kq.  Rep.  200. 

A  sale  In  partition  was  invalid  l)ecause  It 
took  place  before  the  certitloate  In  answer  to 
the  inquiries  directed  by  the  decree  was  made. 
It  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to 
his  costs  arising  from  the  deposit,  which  had 
l)een  paid  into  court  and  Invested,  with  the 
dividends  thereon,  or  the  actual  amount  of 
deposit  and  produce,  with  costs,  charges,  and 
expenses.  I*owell  v.  l*owell.  L.  R.  10  Kq.*422. 
The  court  said :  If  he  Insisted  upon  the  return 
of  the  money  Itself,  he  was  entitled  to  It  and 
all  the  dividends  which  have  arisen  from  Its 
Investment. 

But  where  the  purchaser  lodged  stock  Instead 
of  money  in  court,  and  the  sale  was  set  aside 
by  the  House  of  Ix>rds  for  want  of  title,  on  a 
motion  by  the  purcha.ser  to  have  the  stock  re- 
lumed in  specie,  and  not  merely  the  money 
ordered  deposited  with  6  per  cent  Interest,  as 
the  funds  had  risen  in  the  Interim,  It  was  held 
that,  as  It  was  not  shown  that  he  undertook 
the  risk  of  a  fall  In  the  prices,  be  was  not 
entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  advance :  and  his 
money,  with  Interest,  was  returned.  Klrwan  v. 
Blake,  2  Molloy,  liOG. 

In  New  York  the  practice  Is  for  the  purch.nser 
to  have  the  title  examined  before  confirmation, 
and,  if  bis  objection  to  the  proceedings,  or->to 
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the  title,  are  snstalned,  the  sale  will  be  Mt 
aside,  and  the  deposit  or  purchase  money  paid 
will  be  refunded  to  him,  with  the  expenses  of 
examining  the  title  and  costs. 

So,  a  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  be  re-' 
lleved  from  his  purchase,  and  to  be  repaid  his 
deposit  upon  the  sale  with  Interest,  and  all  his 
proper  expenses  of  examining  the  title,  with 
costs,  where  there  was  a  question  affecting  the 
title  as  against  heirs  who  were  not  made  par- 
ties in  n  partition  sale.  Toole  v.  Toole,  112 
N.  Y.  333,  2  L.  B.  A.  466.  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  750, 
19  N.  E.  682. 

And  purchasers  were  held  entitled  to  have 
the  amount  paid  on  their  bids  refunded,  and  the 
auctioneer's  fees  and  costs,  where  the  sale  was 
made  In  partition,. and  there  was  a  question  as 
to  the  lien  of  legatees,  which  could  not  be  de- 
termined, as  they  were  not  parties.  Jordan  ▼. 
Poillon,  77  N.  Y.  518. 

In  Campbell's  Esthte,  Tucker,  240,  the  surro- 
gate held  that  a  sale  was  so  irregular  that  It 
should  be  set  aside,  and  that  the  purchaser  was 
entitled  to  be  paid  his  deposit  and  the  auction- 
eer's fees.  But  he  further  held  that  a  surrogate 
had  no  power  to  allow  counsel  fees  on  this  pro- 
ceeding, or  on  examining  the  title. 

And  under  N.  Y.  Code  Civ.  i'roc.  if  2752  and 
2754,  providing,  in  a  petition  to  sell  decedent's 
real  estate  to  pay  debts,  that  the  petition 
should  state  the  names  of  the  heirs  and 
devisees,  and  that  they  should  be  cited,  where 
the  petition  omitted  the  name,  and  the  heirs 
were  not  cited,  a  purchaser  was  held  entitled 
to  a  return  of  the  purchase  money  paid,  and 
the  auctioneer's  fees,  and  the  expenses  incurred 
in  the  examination  of  the  title,  in  an  applica- 
tion to  be  relieved  from  sale.  John's  Estate, 
21  N.  Y.  Civ.  I'roc.  Kep.  326. 

So,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was  en- 
titled to  have  the  purchase  price  refunded,  with 
the  expenses.  Including  searching  of  title,  and 
this  was  apportioned  between  the  parties  pro- 
curing the  sale.  Muller  v.  Struppman,  6  Abb. 
N.  C.  343.  In  this  case  u  partition  sale  was 
held  invalid  on  the  gro\ind  that  the  supreme 
court  had  no  inherent  original  authority  to 
order  a  sale  of  the  real  estate  of  an  Infant. 

And  in  an  action  for  partition  a  sale  was 
held  to  pass  an  insufficient  title,  and  the  pur- 
chaser was  held  entitled  to  be  discharged  from 
his  bid,  and  to  the  return  of  his  deposit  of 
10  per  cent,  and  to  interest,  out  of  the  rents 
and  profits  In  the  hands  of  the  receiver,  and 
expenses  of  investigating  the  title.  Itogers  v. 
McLean,  10  Abb.  Pr.  306.  In  this  case  an  in- 
fant lunatic,  who  was  a  necessary  party,  was 
not  served  with  summons. 

And  a  purchaser  under  a  sale  to  pay  debts 
under  an  order  oC  surrogate's  court  was  held 
released,  and  the  return  of  his  deposit  granted, 
and  costs  of  examining  the  title,  where  the  pro- 
ceedings were  invalid,  and  creditors  were  not 
parties,  and  the  title  was  doubtful.  Mahoney 
v.  Allen.  18  Misc.  134,  42  N.  Y.  Supp.  1127.  In 
tikis  case  the  referee  moved  to  compel  the  pur- 
chaser to  comply  witli  his  bid,  and  the  pur- 
chaser moved  to  be  released  from  his  bid,  and  to 
have  his  deposit  returned,  and  to  be  reimbursed 
expenses,  and  to  set  aside  the  final  Judgment 
and  order  confirming  the  sale. 

And  a  sale  under  a  mechanic's  lien  was  set 
aside  because  the  purchaser  was  ignorant  that 
the  defendant's  wife  had  an  Interest  in  the 
property.  It  was  held  that  the  court  had  power 
to  set  aside  the  sale,  and  to  reimburse  the  pur- 
chaser from  the  proceeds.  It  was  held  that  the 
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■ale  was  properly  set  aside,  and  the  purchaser 
was  allowed  ^50  expenses  for  examination  of 
title,  to  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale. 
Rogers  v.  Menton,  21  Misc.  535,  47  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1147.  This  evidently  was  to  be  refunded  from 
a  second  sale,  but  the  case  does  not  show  this. 

So,  a  purchaser  at  a  mortgage  foreclosure 
was  held  entitled  to  have  his  bid  canceled,  and 
to  a  return  of  the  purchase  money  paid,  with 
|102,  the  expense  of  examining  the  title,  where 
the  sale  was  made  subject  to  a  mortgage  hav- 
ing eighteen  months  to  run,  when  In  fact  such 
other  mortgage  was  already  in  process  of  fore- 
closure. Bradley  v.  Leahy,  54  Hun,  390,  7  N.  Y. 
Supp.  461. 

And  a  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  be  re- 
lieved from  his  bid,  and  to  have  the  10  per 
cent  deposit  refunded,  and  the  costs  and  ex- 
penses of  searching  the  title  paid  to  him,  where 
the  sale  was  made  by  the  receiver  of  an  in- 
surance company  on  a  foreclosure,  and  hifant 
owners  were  not  made  parties  to  the  action. 
People  V.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  33  Hun.  3»:{. 

In  the  following  cases,  where  the  sale  was 
set  aside,  a  return  of  the  deposit  was  allowed  : 
Re  Whitlock.  32  Barb.  48 ;  Hlrsch  v.  Livingstoo. 
3  Hun,  0 ;  Beckeubaugh  v.  Nally.  32  Hun,  160 ; 
Collier  V.  Whipple,  13  Wend.  224. 

And  a  sale  of  a  decedent's  estate  in  an 
action  for  partition  was  objected  to  on  the 
;;round  that  there  was  a  mortgage  on  the  prem- 
ises, and  that  there  were  no  advertisements  for 
creditors,  and  that  the  administrator  could 
have  a  resale  to  pay  debts.  It  was  held  that 
the  purchaser  could  not  be  compelled  to  take 
the  property,  but  was  entitled  to  be  refunded 
his  10  per  cent  deposit  with  Interest.  Hall 
V.  Partridge,  10  How.  Pr.  188. 

On  a  bill  against  devisees  to  subject  property 
In  their  hands  to  a  debt  of  the  testator,  Judg- 
ment creditors  were  not  made  parties.  The 
sale  was  set  aside,  and  it  was  held  that  the 
purchaser  should  be  discharged  from  his  pur- 
chase and  the  deposit  returned  to  him,  and 
that  he  was  also  entitled  to  the  Interest  on  his 
deposit,  and  to  the  costs  to  which  he  had  been 
subjected.  Morris  v.  Mowatt,  2  Paige.  586,  '22 
Am.  Dec.  061.  The  court  said:  "At  present, 
there  is  no  fund  under  the  control  of  the  court 
out  of  which  the  interest  and  costs  can  be  paid ; 
and,  as  all  the  parties  have  acted  in  perfect 
good  faith  in  relation  to  this  sale,  the  expenses 
must  be  paid  out  of  the  fund  hereafter  to  be 
raised.  If  a  second  sale  takes  place.  If  no  sale 
of  the  property  Is  had.  and  no  other  way  is 
provided  for  the  payment,  the  charge  must  fall 
on  the  complainants  personally.*' 

And  where  a  plaintiff  guardian  of  an  infant 
in  a  foreclosure  action  was  also  appointed 
guardian  ad  litem  without  disclosing  that  he 
was  guardian,  the  sale  was  held  voidable,  so 
that  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  be  relieved 
from  the  purchase  and  to  have  the  money  paid 
in  refunded,  with  costs.  Hecker  v.  Sextan,  4<( 
Hun,  593. 

So,  a  purchaser  at  a  partition  sale  was  held 
entitled  to  he  released,  and  to  have  the  monoy 
paid  returned,  with  his  disbursements,  where 
the  property  was  encumbered  by  a  condition 
limiting  the  buildings  to  be  erected  at  a  certain 
cost,  which  was  not  disclosed  at  the  sale.  Knee 
v.  Kuykendail,  6  N.  Y.  8.  R.  1. 

So,  where  the  complainant  in  a  partition  suit 
waa  a  feme  covert,  and  her  husband  was  not 
Joined  as 'a  party,  it  was  held  to  be  fatal  to  the 
title  of  the  purchaser;  and  it  was  held  that, 
if  the  title  could  n0^  be  pertected,  the  pur- 
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chasers  were  to  be  discharged  and  their  deiMslts 
reiaroed,  including  costs,  out  of  the  proceeds 
'Of  tbe  lots  directed  to  be  sold.  Spring  v.  Sand- 
tord,  7  Paige,  660. 

In  Aspinwall  ▼.  Balch,  A  Abb.  N.  C  193,  It 
was  held  that.  If  the  property  bought  at  a 
foreclosure  sale  was  materially  damaged  by  fire 
l«fore  the  deed  was  delivered,  the  purchaser 
voald  not  be  obliged  to  accept  It  In  this  case 
tbe  damage  was  not  material,  but  it  was  held 
that,  if  the  plaintiffs  in  the  foreclosure  action 
did  not  repair  the  building  within  a  reasonable 
tune,  or  give  adequate  compensation,  the  pur- 
chaser could  renew  his  motion  to  be  discharged, 
and  for  a  return  of  his  deposit. 

And  a  purchaser  was  relieved  from  his  bid 
In  a  sale  under  partition  instituted  under  tbe 
GeTised  Statutes,  when  such  proceedings  had 
b«en  abolished  by  the  Code.  It  was  held  that 
The  purchaser  was  entitled  to  have  his  deposit 
repaid,  and  to  an  order  directing  the  petition- 
ers to  pay  costs  and  expenses,  to  be  a  charge 
upon  the  petitioners*  interest  in  the  land.  Re 
ravanagh,  14  Abb.  Pr.  258. 

In  other  states,  where  tbe  sale  Is  set  aside 
the  practice  Is  to  direct  the  return  to  the  pur- 
chaser ol  the  purchase  money  paid,  where  it 
hA»  not  been  distributed.  This  was  held  in 
the  following  cases :  Levy  v.  Riley,  4  Or.  392 ; 
I>ala  V.  Seagle,  98  N.  C.  458,  4  S.  E.  540; 
Shields  t.  Allen,  77  N.  C.  375 ;  Smith  v.  Brit 
tain,  38  N.  C.  (3  Ired.  Eq.)  347,  42  Am.  Dec. 
17.%:  Dume8tre*s  Succession.  40  La.  Ann.  571, 
4  So.  328 :  I-ee  v.  Texas  &  N.  O.  R.  Co.  22  Tex. 
i:iv.  App.  501,  55  8.  W.  976 ;  Uyman  v.  Smith, 
13  W.  Va-  744 ;  Edney  v.  Edney,  80  N.  C.  81 ; 
Slate  Bank  t.  Green.  10  Neb.  130,  4  N.  W.  942 ; 
Preston  v.  Fryer,  38  Md.  221. 

After  a  decretal  sale  a  deficiency  execution 
^as  issued  without  authority  of  law,  because 
there  was  on  file  a  supersedeas  bond  staying 
proceedings,  and  the  execution  was  invalid. 
The  purchasers  of  tbe  property  were  held  en- 
titled to  a  return  of  the  purchase  money  paid, 
virb  legal  interest.  State  Bank  v.  Green,  10 
JVeb,  130,  4  N.  W.  942. 

And  a  purchaser  at  a  master's  sale  which  was 
fon&rmed  appealed  from  the  order  of  confirma- 
tion. The  sale  was  set  aside  on  appeal,  and 
tbe  purchaser  in  the  meantime  had  paid  her 
tood.  It  was  held  that  she  was  entitled  to  have 
the  purchase  money  returned  with  interest,  and 
That  she  was  not  liable  for  the  fees  of  the  ap- 
l*^ilunV»  attorneys,  the  commissioner  and  the 
e<erk.  IJall  ▼.  Dlneen,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1017,  83 
S-  W.  120. 

<>n  a  bill  to  enforce  a  mechanic's  lien  against 
tbe  separate  real  estate  of  a  woman,  a  decree 
or  sale  was  made.  The  decree  was  reversed  on 
tte  ground  that  against  a  separate  estate  it 
ebould  have  provided  for  the  application  of 
r^nta  and  profits,  and  not  for  a  sale  of  the  cor- 
PQ^  and  the  sale  set  aside.  It  was  held  that 
':k  purchaser  should  receive  back  her  bonds 
*x«raied  for  the  purchase  money,  and  the  cash 
laraienc  should  be  refunded,  but  that  she  should 
be  ebarged  with  the  rents  and  profits,  less  taxes 
paid,  and.  If  the  rents  and  profits  should  exceed 
the  cash  puyment,  a  personal  execution  should 
b«  rendered  against  her  for  the  balance. 
<'baHeston  1^  ft  M.  Co.  T.  Brockmeyer,  23  W. 
Vs.  635. 

in.  Relief  hy  reitnhursement  or  subrogation, 

a.  aenerahy. 
The  general  rule,  according  to  the  weight  of 
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authority.  Is  that  a  judicial  or  execution  sale 
will  not  be  set  aside  at  the  instance  of  the  debt- 
or, or  the  purchaser  will  not  be  ousted  from 
possession  without  refunding  to  him  his  pur- 
chase money  which  has  been  applied  to  the 
benefit  of  the  debtor.  This  Is  on  the  ground 
that  "he  who  seeks  equity  must  do  equity.*' 
And  the  same  relief  has  been  had  in  common- 
law  cases  where  the  distinction  between  com- 
mon law  and  equity  has  been  abolished.  This 
principle  is  derived  from  the  Roman  law,  as 
shown  by  Justice  Story  in  the  case  of  Bright 
V.  Boyd,  1  Story,  478,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,875.  say- 
ing :  "Where  a  bona  fide  possessor  or  purchas- 
er of  real  estate  pays  money  to  discharge  any 
existing  encumbrance  or  charge  upon  the  estate 
having  no  notice  of  any  Infirmity  in  his  title, 
he  is  entitled  to  be  repaid  the  amount  of  such 
payment  by  the  true  owner,  seeking  to  recover 
tbe  estate  from  him.  Dig.  lib.  6,  title,  1,  L.  65 ; 
Pothler  Pand.  lib.  6,  title  1,  note  48. 

So,  the  purchaser  losing  title  is  allowed  by 
subrogation  a  lien  on  the  interest  of  the  debtor 
in  the  land,  on  the  principle  that  equity  will 
subrogate  the  party  extinguishing  the  lien  to 
the  rights  of  the  Hen  holder,  and  will  protect 
him  to  that  extent.  The  question  of  reimburse- 
ment or  subrogation  arises  from  the  nature  of 
the  relief  sought,  the  pleadings  in  the  case,  and 
the  possession  of  the  land. 

The  exceptional  cases  in  regard  to  the  resti- 
tution to  the  purchaser  of  the  purchase  money, 
or  his  right  to  subrogation,  occur  in  probate  or 
guardian  sales,  where  the  purchase  money  was 
not  used  to  extinguish  liens,  in  some  cases  ap- 
plying tbe  principle  of  caveat  emptor  where 
subrogation  was  denied. 

In  some  cases  relief  was  denied  where  the 
proceedings  were  void,  as  in  attachment  pro- 
ceedings, or  a  personal  judgment  on  publication 
ouly.  and  there  was  no  Judgment  to  support  the 
lien. 

There  were  other  cases  where  relief  was  de- 
nted on  account  of  the  pleadings  or  parties,  or 
where  another  remedy  was  suggested. 

b.  Reimhursemeni, 

The  weight  of  authority  is  that  reimburse- 
ment to  the  purchaser  will  be  imposed  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  in  actions  to  set  aside  execu- 
tion and  Judicial  sales,  and  in  actions  of  eject- 
ment in  states  allowing  equitable  defenses, 
where  tlie  money  of  the  purchaser  has  extin- 
guished debts  which  were  a  charge  on  the  land. 
This  is  ou  the  principle  that  he  who  seeks  equity 
must  do  equity,  or  on  the  principle  of  compen- 
sation, or  on  what  is  known  as  an  equitable  lien 
allowed  the  purchaser  to  secure  his  advances. 
Keeping  these  principles  in  view,  the  courts 
have  established  a  broad  equitable  principle  that 
the  purchaser  will  not  be  compelled  to  restore 
the  property  under  a  void  sale,  where  he  Is  not 
in  fault,  without  being  compensated  for  his 
purchase  money. 

This  was  held  where  a  mistake  was  made  by 
the  auctioneer  in  confusing  the  numbers  of  two 
lots,  thereby  sacrificing  a  valuable  lot  for  a 
small  amount.  The  purchaser  was  held  entitled 
to  the  amount  paid  and  interest  and  taxes,  sub- 
ject to  rental  value.  Howlett  v.  Garner,  50  S. 
C.  1,  27  S.  B.  533. 

So  where  a  sheriff's  sale  under  execution  of 
an  iudeiiuite  interest  in  an  estate  was  held 
void.  I'enu  v.  Spencer,  17  Gratt.  85,  91  Am. 
Dec.  375. 

A  purchaser  under  a  title  bond  brought  suit 
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against  the  purchaser  of  the  same  land  under 
execution  sale  for  the  deferred  payments  where 
the  deed  had  not  been  put  upon  record.  This 
execution  sale  was  void  under  6a.  act  1847,  i  3, 
providing  that  when  any  Judgment  shall  be 
given  on  a  purchase-money  note,  where  titles 
have  not  been  made,  but  bond  for  titles  has 
been  given,  the  obligor  of  the  bond  may  file  a 
deed  of  conveyance,  and  thereupon  the  same 
may  be  levied  on  and  sold  under  said  Judgment. 
It  was  held  that  the  purchase  should  be  set 
aside  on  complainant  paying  to  the  purchaser 
the  amount  paid  by  him.  Upchurch  v.  Lewis, 
53  Ga.  621. 

In  another  case  arising  under  this  statute,  a 
vendor  of  a  title  bond,  where  part  of  the  money 
was  paid,  obtained  a  Judgment  against  the  ven- 
dee on  his  purchase-money  notes,  although  the 
purchaser  was  willing  to  pay  provided  he  could 
obtain  the  title  that  he  had  contracted  for.  An 
execution  sale  was  had  of  the  property  to  a 
purchaser,  combining  with  the  vendor  to  de- 
fraud the  holder  of  the  title  bond.  In  an  action 
by  the  holder  of  the  title  bond  to  set  aside  the 
sale,  and  for  a  specilic  performance,  the  court 
said :  **lt  the  purchaser  has  paid  his  bid,  and 
'.t  has  been  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
debt  due  by  complainant  to  his  vendor,  be  is  en- 
tUlcl  to  be  reimbursed,  and  he  should  be  pro- 
tected to  that  extent  In  any  decree  that  may  be 
rendered."     Brunson  v.  Grant,  48  Ga.  304. 

So,  on  the  principle  that  "he  who  seeks  equity 
mu6t  do  equity,"  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
plainants would  be  required,  as  a  condition 
precedent,  to  refund  to  the  purchaser  so  much 
of  the  purchase  money  as  came  Into  their 
hands.  This  was  a  suit  by  heirs  against  the 
purchaser  to  set  aside  a  sale  made  in  parti- 
tion under  a  decree  by  a  court  having  no  Juris- 
diction of  their  persons,  and  for  an  accounting 
of  rents.  It  was  also  held  that  the  purchaser 
was  entitled  to  be  refunded  taxes  paid  by  him. 
Chambers  v.  Jones,  72  111.  275.  The  court  said  : 
"They  are  seeking  relief  against  defendant,  and, 
if  they  have  his  money  In  their  posMCsslou,  aris- 
ing out  of  the  same  transaction.  It  is  but  Just 
they  should  restore  it  to  him.  The  court  wlil 
not  assist  them  to  recover  the  possession  of 
their  land,  and  give  them  an  oocount  of  the 
rents  and  profits,  while  they  still  retain  in  their 
bunds  the  purchase  money.  The  case  of  Kinney 
v.  Knoebel,  51  111.  112,  is  an  authority  for  this 
view  of  the  law,  and  the  principle  of  that  case 
would  authorize  the  imposition  of  conditions 
upon  which  relief  will  be  granted.  ...  If 
it  shall  appear  that  either  of  the  heirs  has  re- 
ceived any  portion  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
the  court,  with  great  Justness,  may  decree  a 
restoration  of  the  amount  before  adjusting  the 
equities  between  the  parties.  The  same  may  be 
said  of  the  taxes." 

So,  an  offei'  to  reimburse  was  held  to  be  a 
condition  precedent  In  an  action  by  heirs  to 
have  a  sal<9  made  in  partition  set  aside,  where 
the  money  had  been  distributed.  Byars  v. 
Spencer,  101  111.  429,  40  Am.  Uep.  212. 

And  the  defendant  in  the  execution  was  held 
entitled  to  relief  only  on  condition  that  within 
thirty  days  he  pay  Into  court  for  the  benetlt  of 
the  purchaser  the  amount  of  the  Judgment, 
costs,  and  interest,  where  a  sale  on  execution  of 
a  homestead  was  held  void  for  failure  to  follow 
the  requirements  of  the  statute,  and  conveyed 
no  title.  Bullen  v.  Dawson,  i:S9  111.  633,  20 
N.  E.  1038. 

And  a  sheriff's  deed  to  ttfe  purchaser,  and  the 
deed  from  the  purchaser  to  his  wife,  were  set 
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aside  on  condition  that  the  debtor  pay  to  the 
purchaser  the  amount  of  the  bid  with  8  per  cent 
interest,  and  the  money  which  the  purchaser 
paid,  and  the  interest  on  an  existing  mortgage, 
and  Improvements,  taxes,  and  insurance,  less 
the  rents.  Lurton  v.  Rodgers,  139  111.  554,  3*^ 
Am.  St.  Uep.  214,  29  N.  E.  866.  This  was  an 
action  to  set  aside  and  redeem  because  lots 
valued  at  $2,000  were  sold  on  execution  sale 
for  $G0,  and  because  sold  en  ma»$e. 

And  where  a  levy  was  void  for  uncertainty, 
and  the  sale  passed  no  title,  it  was  held  that« 
If  the  defendant  was  Incompetent  to  consent  to 
the  sale,  and  was  not  thereby  estopped,  his 
administrator  could  not  cancel  the  sheriff's 
deed  and  recover  the  land  without  account inic 
for  so  much  of  the  purchase  money  as  the  in- 
testate had  the  benefit  of,  with  interest. 
OKelley  v.  Gholston,  89  Ga.  1,  15  S.  E.  123. 

So,  reimbursement  was  made  a  condition 
precedent  in  a  suit  against  the  purchaser  under 
execution  to  enforce  liens.  It  was  held  that, 
as  no  Judgment  sustaining  the  execution  was 
produced,  on  account  of  a  mistake  in  the  exe- 
cution reciting  a  different  Judgment,  the  sale 
should  be  set  aside;  but,  as  the  proceeds  arlH- 
Ing  from  the  sale  of  slaves  were  applied  to  the 
discharge  of  the  Judgment  debts  of  the  plaln> 
tiff.  It  was  held  that  he  could  not  recover  until 
he  had  repaid  that  money.  Dufour  v.  Cam- 
franc,  11  Mart.  (lA.)  607,  13  Am.  Dec.  360. 

The  same  was  held  in  a  similar  case.  Don- 
aldson V.  Kouzan,  8  Mart.  N.  S.  162. 

And  a  purchaser  in  good  faith,  who  paid  the 
money  In  discharge  of  the  Judgment,  was  helci 
entitled  to  reimbursement  l)efore  the  relief 
sought  by  the  bill  would  be  granted^  In  an  ac- 
tion by  an  Infant  to  set  aside  a  sale  under 
execution  Issued  after  the  death  of  the  defend- 
ant ^Itliout  revivor,  Cook  v.  Toumbs,  36  Miss. 
G85.  The  court  said:  "But  this  Is  rather  a 
matter  of  defense,  than  a  part  of  the  complain- 
ant's cabe;  and  It  would  be  entirely  competent 
for  the  court,  under  the  bill  as  now  framed,  to 
decree  that  the  deed  of  the  sheriff  to  Cook  be 
set  aside  and  delivered  up  to  be  canceled,  upon 
the  appellant  pacing  to  him  the  sum  of  money 
paid  by  him  In  discharge  of  the  Judgment. 
Such  a  course  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  scope 
and  prayer  of  the  bill,  and  the  court,  in  grant- 
ing the  relief  sought,  is  competent  to  do  so 
upon  such  equitable  terms  as  may  be  shown 
to  be  Just  and  proper." 

And  In  a  suit  In  equity  to  avoid  a  Judgment 
and  sale  on  the  ground  of  false  claims  by  cred- 
itors and  an  Irregular  sale,  there  being  no 
fraud  charged  against  the  purchaser,  it  was 
held  that  relief  would  not  be  granted  where  the 
complainants  did  not  offer  to  refund  the  money 
that  had  been  paid  for  the  property  by  inno- 
cent purchasers.  Wilson  v.  Bellows,  30  N.  J. 
Eq.  2S2. 

An  order  granted  a  new  trial  on  payment  of 
costs.  An  execution  for  costs  and  a  sale  there- 
under was  void.  In  a  suit  by  the  defendant 
aRainst  the  purchaser  to  cancel  the  deed  as  a 
cloud  on  the  title,  it  was  held  that  he  shouia 
pay  the  purchaser  the  money  appropriated  for 
his  benefit.  Ilcrndon  v.  Rice,  21  Tex.  455.  In 
this  case  the  court  draws  a  distinction  between 
an  action  by  the  purchaser  to  cancel  his  deed 
and  recover  the  purchase  money,  and  an  action 
by  the  defendant  to  remove  the  ground  of  possi- 
ble attack  upon  his  title.  The  court  said  the 
latter  "is  a  remedy  ex  gratia,  dependent  upon, 
the  sound  discretion  of  the  court,  and  will  never- 
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!ie  exercised  without  doing  ample  Justice  to  both 
•ides,  so  far  as  It  is  practicable." 

A  sale  was  made  of  the  equity  of  redemption, 
iDd  the  Iiolder  of  the  first  mortgaji^e  became  the 
parchaser.  The  sale  was  set  aside  on  account 
of  the  Ignorance  and  age  of  the  defendant,  who 
tendered  the  purchaser  all  the  money  due  on 
iii<  decree,  and  the  costs.  Campbell  v.  Gardner, 
11  N.  J.  Kq.  423,  69  Am.  Dec.  598. 

The  same  rale  was  held  to  apply  in  actions  to 
eojuin  a  judgment  in  ejectment  where  the  re- 
cuTery  was  had  by  reason  of  a  void  sale. 

A  purchaser  at  an  execution  sale  was  defeated 
In  an  action  of  ejectment  by  the  debtor,  the 
sheriffs  deed  being  void.  It  was  held,  in  an 
action  to  enjoin  this  Judgment,  that  the  pur- 
chaser had  an  equitable  right  to  retain  posses- 
sion of  the  land  as  security  for  his  purchase 
money,  and  the  injunction  should  not  be  dis- 
solved until  be  was  reimbursed.  Shepherd  v. 
Melatire,  5  Dana,  574. 

So,   in    an    action   to   enjoin   a  Judgment   in 
ejectment,  it  was  held  that  the  defendant  should 
be  required    to    refund    to    the    purchaser    the 
amount  paid.      Henderson  t.   Overton,   2  Yerg. 
3M,  24  Am.   Dec.  492.     In  this  case  after  the 
kvy  of  an  attachment  the  defendant  died.     A 
»cl.  la.  was  run  against  the  executor,  and  Judg- 
ment was  tal&en  by  default.     A  sci.  fa.  was  run 
a^lnst  heirs  without  naming  them,  and  a  Judg- 
ment rendered  against  the  heirs.    The  land  was 
i«)ld  to    this    purchaser.     The   plaintiff   in    the 
original   proceedings  acquired   the   title  of  the 
heirv,  and  then  brought  ejectment  against  the 
purchaser.     The    court   said :     **It   is   said    de- 
fendant did   not  receive  from   the   sherifT   the 
whole  amount.     It  is  his  misfortune.     Had  he 
let  his  void  judgment  rest  it  would  not  have 
happened." 

In  Andrews  v.  Richardson,  21  Tex.  287,  the 
purchaser  at  Judicial  sale  brought  suit  to  enjoin 
a  writ  of  possession  against  his  tenant,  issued 
by  a  Justice,  and  the  defendants  sought  to  avoid 
the  sale  on  the  ground  that  there  had  l)een  no 
appraisal.  The  plaintiff  in  replication  asked 
that,  if  the  sale  was  invalid,  he  should  be  rein- 
»»tated  in  his  original  decree  of  foreclosure,  and 
have  execution.  The  court  held  the  sale  was 
valid,  but  said  that,  if  it  was  not,  the  plaintiff 
would  be  entitled  to  the  relief  sought  if  he  was 
The  owner  of  the  Judgment,  and,  if  not,  be 
would  he  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  the  money 
he  had  paid. 

In  some  states  the  practice  is  to  administer 
equitable  relief  in  common- law  courts ;  and  so 
it  is  held  in  Missouri  and  Texas  that  a  recovery 
of  the  property  from  the  purchaser  on  a  void 
sale  will  be  granted  only  on  condition  that  the 
purchaser  is  reimbursed  the  purchase  money  ap- 
plied to  plaintiff's  debt. 

An  execution  sale  was  made  after  the  execu- 
tion became  dead  and  no  vend.  exp.  issued.  In 
an  action  of  trespass  to  try  title,  by  the  pur- 
chaser, the  equitable  doctrine  was  applied,  and 
it  was  held  that  he  was  entitled  to  recover  tne 
purchase  money  paid,  in  the  absence  of  fraud. 
Johnson  v.  Caldwell,  38  Tex,  217.  The  court 
held  that  the  equitable  doctrine  that  a  pur- 
c'hai»er  should  not  be  compelled  to  restore  prop- 
erty without  being  reimbursed  was  applicable, 
and  should  have  been  applied  when  the  sheriff's 
deed  was  ruled  out  in  evidence. 

So,  in  an  action  by  the  heir  the  defendant  was 
allowed  possession  until  the  payments  could  be 
apcertained  by  a  reference.  French  v.  Grenet, 
57  Tex.  273.  In  this  case,  after  a  meml>er  of  a 
firm  died,  and  his  estate  was  t>eing  administered 
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by  executors,  a  bankruptcy  court  having  no  Ju- 
risdiction ordered  the  sale  of  the  individual 
property  of  the  deceased  •meml>er.  The  pur- 
chaser acquired  no  title.  He  had  paid  the  as- 
signee, who  applied  the  purchase  money  to  the 
Judgment  lien. 

In  an  action  by  heirs  to  recover  land  sold  at 
a  sheriff's  sale,  the  court  said  :  "The  sale,  if 
valid,  devested  the  title  of  their  ancestor,  and 
they  cannot  recover.  But,  whether  valid  or 
not,  it  was  averred  in  the  answer,  and  appears 
in  proof,  that  the  ancestor  of  the  plaintiffs  re- 
ceived the  benellt  of  the  proceeds  of  the  sale, 
applied  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  execution 
against  him.  And,  under  the  decision  of  this 
court  in  the  case  of  Howard  v.  North,  5  Tex. 
290,  51  Am.  Kep.  769,  the  plaintiffs  cannot  re- 
cover the  property  without  reimbursing  the 
purchase  money  paid,  which  went  to  the  satis- 
faction of  the  Judgment  against  their  ancestor. 
This  is  according  to  the  plainest  dictates  of  rea- 
son and  natural  Justice;  and  this  they  have  not 
done,  nor  offered  to  do."  Morton  v.  Wellwrn, 
21  Tex.  772. 

In  Henry  v.  McKerlie,  78  Mo.  416.  holding 
that  the  purchaser  acquired  title,  the  court 
said :  "When  the  sale  has  not  been  approved, 
no  title,  either  legal  or  equitable,  passes  to  the 
purchaser.  The  equity  open  to  him  proceeds 
upon  the  assumption  of  a  void  sale,  and  Is  for 
a  return  of  the  purchase  money,  and  reimburse- 
ment for  the  benettts  received  by  the  heirs,  and 
for  improvements  which  enhance  the  value  of 
their  land ;  the  extent  of  this  equity  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  an  account  of  his  expenditures  and 
receipts.  This  equity  suspends  the  right  of 
recovery  until  the  amount  coming  to  him  shall 
be  ascertained  and  paid.  It  is  administered 
upon  the  theory  that  the  title  has  not  passed 
to  the  purchaser,  but  that  he  hns  a  charge  or 
lien  for  his  outlays  and  Improvements  incurred 
by  him  in  good  faith." 

And  reimbursement  to  the  purchaser  was  held 
a  condition  precedent  in  an  action  by  an  admin- 
istrator of  one  partner  against  the  purchaser 
to  recover  the  property,  where  there  was  a  valid 
Judgment  against  partners  and  after  the  death 
of  one  of  the  partners  there  were  an  execution 
levied  upon  the  estate  of  the  deceased  partner 
and  a  sale,  lialley  v.  White,  13  Tex.  114.  The 
court  said :  "Under  the  circumstances  of  this 
case,  the  court,  on  general  equity  principles  and 
in  the  discharge  of  equity  Jurisdiction,  clearly 
had  a  right  to  make  the  decree,  and  could  have 
prescribed  the  time  within  which  it  should  be 
paid,  and  that  plaintiff  should  not  have  execu- 
tion of  his  writ  of  possession  until  It  was  paid." 

But  reimbursement  was  denied  In  the  fol- 
lowing cases  on  account  of  the  pleadings,  or 
the  failure  to  follow  the  proper  practice: 

Executors  made  a  mortgage  without  procur- 
ing an  order  of  the  probate  court,  and  a  fore- 
closure sale  failed  to  pass  title.  In  an  action 
against  the  vendee  of  the  purchasers  to  recover 
the  property  the  court  said:  **lf  the  money 
bid  for  the  land  on  sale  made  on  foreclosure  was 
actually  paid,  and  a  valid  debt  of  the  estate 
til  us  satislled,  appellants  cannot  be  permitted 
to  recover  the  land  without  refunding  the- 
money,  although  the  sale  was  null.  No  ques- 
tion as  to  the  right  of  appellee  to  have  such 
money  as  may  have  been  so  paid  was  made  by 
pleadings  or  the  evidence,  and,  as  the  Judg- 
ment will  be  reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded, 
on  account  of  matters  before  referred  to,  stich 
pleadings  may  hereafter  be  tiled,  and  such  an. 
issue  tried  as  will  enable  the  court^below  to  ad- 
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Just  any  equities  that  may  exist  between  the 
parties."  Smlthwlck  v.  Kelly,  70  Tex.  564,  15 
S.  W.  486. 

Three  execatlons  of  different  priority  were  In 
the  sheriff's  hands,  and  be  sold  the  property 
levied  upon  to  the  third  execution  creditor,  who 
paid  off  the  first  Judgment  and  credited  his  debt, 
«nd  the  sheriff  returned  the  execution  unsatis- 
fied for  failure  to  pay  the  bid.  A  sale  was  then 
iiad  on  the  second  execution,  and  it  was  held 
that  the  first  purchaser  was  entitled  to  an  in- 
junction to  restrain  a  deed  until  reimbursed 
what  he  had  paid  on  the  first  execution.  Carn- 
«han  y.  Yerkes,  87  Ind.  62.  The  court  said: 
**The  payment  of  the  Potts  Judgment  operated 
for  the  benefit  of  the  appellees.  It  removed  a 
lien  which  was  prior  to  the  Cook  Judgment,  un< 
•der  which  they  purchased,  and,  had  it  not  been 
so  removed,  they  would  have  been  compelled  to 
pay  it.  Under  the  circumstances,  equity  would, 
perhaps,  keep  this  Judgment  and  its  lien  on 
the  land  alive  for  the  benefit  and  security  of  the 
appellant.  But  the  pleadings  and  record  are 
not  in  such  a  condition  as  that  the  appellees 
•can  in  this  action  be  compelled  to  pay  the  sum 
80  advanced  by  the  appellant  for  their  benefit, 
■as  the  condition  upon  which  the  deed  to  the  ap- 
pellant for  said  land  should  be  enjoined.  It 
would  be  granting  to  the  api>ellant  relief  which 
he  has  not  asked,  and  which  the  facts  set  up 
in  the  answer  would  not  Justify.  Had  the  ap- 
pellant dlsclalmeil  any  right  to  the  land  by 
virtue  of  the  sale  made  by  the  sheriff  to  him. 
■and  asked  that  the  money  advanced  by  him  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  off  the  Putts  Judgment 
should  be  refunded,  he  might,  perhaps,  have 
been  entitled  to  affirmative  relief." 

So.  in  Kuddell  v.  Sparks,  70  Tex.  308,  15  S. 
W.  2.S9,  it  was  said  that,  if  the  purchaser  had 
•a  claim  for  purchase  money  which  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  Judgment,  and  there- 
after lost  his  property  In  un  ejectment  suit  be- 
<*ause  the  levy  was  on  a  homeKtead,  he  should 
have  set  up  his  claim  there  for  reimbursement. 
It  was  held  that  he  could  not  thereafter  set  it 
up  as  a  set-off  against  an  execution  for  officer's 
•<*osts  in  a  suit  to  try  title,  as  they  have  no  con- 
nection. 

A  sale  of  land  under  execution  eight  years 
.after  the  death  of  the  defendant  was  void  be- 
•cause  there  was  no  administrator.  In  an  ac- 
tion of  trespass  to  try  title,  where  no  equitable 
relief  was  asked  by  either  of  the  parties,  it 
was  held  that  the  rule  that  the  purchase  money 
paid  for  the  land  at  the  void  sale  must  be  re- 
paid before  title  will  be  decreed  to  the  heirs 
did  not  apply.  Fleming  v.  Ball,  25  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  209,  60  8.  W.  085.  The  court  said: 
"Whoever  showed  the  superior  legal  title  to  the 
land  was  entitled  to  a  Judgment,  notwithstand- 
ing facts  may  have  existed  which,  if  properly 
pleaded  and  proved,  would  have  entitled  plain- 
tiffs to  some  affirmative  equitable  relief  should 
It  appear  that  appellee  held  the  superior  legal 
title." 

A  tract  of  land  wus  levied  on  under  execu- 
tion, and  only  part  was  sold,  sufficient  to  satisfy 
the  execution.  It  was  held  that  the  sale  was 
-\'oId,  as  the  statute  authorizing  a  sale  of  less 
than  the  whole  tract  levied  on  had  been  re- 
pealed. In  an  action  of  ejectment  against  the 
purcha.*ier  the  court  said:  "We  have  repeated- 
ly determined  that  the  legal  and  equitable 
•rights  of  parties  litigant,  in  relation  to  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  a  controversy,  should,  as  far  as 
practicable,  be  set  up  and  determined  in  a  single 
suit.  In  the  due  order  of  pleading,  under  our 
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blended  system,  the  plaintiffs  should  have 
averred  their  willingness  to  pay  the  amount  of 
the  execution,  with  interest  thereon;  or  the 
defendant  should  have  claimed,  provided  his 
title  were  declared  invalid,  that  he  should  not 
be  compelled  to  restore  possession  until  the  pur- 
chase money  which  he  had  paid  for  the  benefit 
of  the  plaintiffs,  and  by  which  the  Judgment 
against  them  had  been  discharged,  should  l)e 
reimbursed,  and  he  indemnified."  Howard  v. 
North,  5  Tex.  290.  51  Am.  Dec.  769. 

So,  where  an  advance  bid  on  a  master's  sale 
was  made,  and  a  resale  was  ordered,  it  was 
held  that  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  have  his 
original  bid  canceled,  and  the  cash  paid  re- 
funded, and  his  notes  given  up  and  canceled, 
and  he  should  have  taken  an  order  to  that  ef- 
fect ;  but  where  he  allowed  the  money  to  remain 
in  the  hands  of  the  commissioner,  and  it  was 
lost  by  the  death  of  the  commissioner  and  in- 
solvency of  his  estate,  he  must  bear  the  loss  and 
look  to  that  estate  for  reimbursement.  Head 
V.  Moore,  96  Tenn.  358,  34  S.  W.  518. 

The  exceptional  cases  'where  restitution  wss 
denied  are  those  relating  to  probate  sales,  pro- 
ceedings against  nonresidents,  and  fraudulent 
sales,  for  which  see  infra. 

e.  SubrogaUoH. 

1.  Generally. 

The  weight  of  authority  Is  that  a  purchaser 
at  a  void  Judicial  sale  is  entitled  to  be  subro- 
gated to  the  lien  of  the  creditor  where  the  sale 
is  set  aside.  The  doctrine  of  subrogation  is  also 
derived  from  the  civil  law.  See  Domat,  Civil 
Law,  pt,  1,  book  3,  {  6,  art.  1785  :  '^The  pur- 
chaser of  an  estate,  employing  the  price  of  bis 
purchase  for  the  payment  of  the  creditors  to 
whom  the  estate  was  mortgaged,  is  substituted 
to  their  right  to  the  value  of  what  he  pays 
them.  Fur,  by  paying  them  with  the  price  of 
their  pledge  in  order  to  secure  It  to  himself, 
he  preserves  it  to  himself  for  the  value  of  what 
he  pays  them,  against  other  subsequent  credit- 
ors, although  they  be  prior  to  his  purchase." 

So,  a  sale  of  property  of  an  insolvent  cor- 
poration to  a  reorganized  corporation  under  a 
decree  in  equity  was  held  void  because  there 
was  no  service  on  any  officer  of  the  corpora- 
tion. St.  Louis  &  S.  Coal  ft  MIn.  Co.  v.  Sandov- 
al Coal  ft  MIn.  Co.  Ill  111.  32. 

After  this  decision  a  bill  was  filed  (116  111. 
170,  5  N.  E.  370),  alleging  that  the  new  com- 
pany had  advanced  money  to  pay  off  the  debts 
of  the  old/ and  asking  that  the  ejectment  sult.s 
be  enjoined,  and  that  equitable  claims  of  the 
new  company  be  adjusted.  It  was  held  that 
the  new  company  was  entitled  to  be  subrogated 
to  the  rights  of  creditors  notwithstanding  its 
deed  was  void. 

Attention  is  here  called  to  Milwaukee  ft  M. 
R.  Co.  V.  Soutter,  13  Wall.  517.  20  L.  ed.  543. 
which  was  a  trustee's  sale,  and  therefore  not 
within  the  scope  of  this  note,  and  which  was 
a  similar  case,  except  that  the  purchase  by  the 
new  corporation  was  held  fraudulent  as  to  cred- 
itors, and  It  was  denied  subrogation  which  it 
claimed  for  having  paid  $450,000  on  a  prior 
mortgage. 

In  Bruschke  v.  Wright,  166  111.  188,  57  Am. 
St.  Rep.  125,  46  N.  E.  813,  a  foreclosure  sale 
was  set  aside  at  the  instance  of  heirs,  and  a 
resale  was  ordered.  It  was  held  that  a  pur- 
chaser at  foreclosure  sale  and  his  assignee 
would  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of  the  mort- 
gagee. ^  T 
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Subrosatlon  Is  also  allowed  on  the  ground 
that  the  purchaser  has  paid  a  debt  under  a 
colorable  obligation,  and  that  he  should  be  pro- 
tected. This  was  held  where  a  mortgage  sale 
by  school  commissioners  was  Totd  for  want  of 
notice,  and  the  heirs  of  the  mortgagor  recovered 
from  the  snbvendee.  who  recovered  on  his  war- 
ranty from  the  purchaser.  Muir  v.  Berkshire, 
^2  Ind.  149. 

So,  on  the  ground  that  it  was  the  policy  of 
the  law  to  protect  bidders  at  public  sales,  a 
purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to 
the  rights  of  the  state  in  the  mortgage,  where 
a  sale  made  by  an  auditor  under  a  school-fund 
mortgage  was  set  aside.  Wlllson  y.  Brown, 
S2  Ind.  471.  The  court  said:  "The  principal 
objection  urged  against  the  sufficiency  of  the 
complaint,  which  is  that  the  plaintiffs  were  vol- 
unteers, occupying  no  such  relation  either  to 
the  mortgage  debt  or  the  property  sold  as  to 
entitle  them  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of 
the  state,  may  be  regarded  as  fully  answered 
by  the  case  of  Muir  v.  Berkshire,  52  Ind.  149. 
We  are  not  disposed  to  restrict  the  scope  of  the 
decision  In  that  case.  A  sound  public  policy 
forbids  that  a  purchaser  at  a  public  sale,  who 
)ias  in  good  faith  paid  the  amount  of  his  bid, 
in  discharge  of  the  decree,  Judgment,  or  other 
lien  by  Tirtue  of  which  the  sale  was  made, 
should  be  deemed  a  mere  volunteer,  and  should 
be  denied  any  equitable  relief  in  case  the  sale 
proved  to  be  Invalid,  merely  because  he  had  no 
personal  interest  to  protect,  and  made  the  pur- 
chase for  the  sake  of  the  investment  only.  Bid- 
ding should  be  encouraged,  to  the  end  that  prop- 
trty  may  not  be  sacrificed  for  less  than  its 
worth." 

So,  subrogation  was  allowed  on  the  ground 
thai  the  bidding  was  itself  a  meritorious  act, 
and  created  an  equity,  and  it  was  the  policy 
of  the  law  to  give  the  greatest  security  to  bld- 
<1er8  at  Judicial  sales  compatible  with  the  equi- 
ties of  the  parties,  where  a  purchaser  was  held 
to  have  a  prior  Hen  on  the  land  for  the  pur- 
•chase  money  paid  by  him  before  an  appeal,  and 
the  judgment  thereafter  was  appealed  from  and 
reversed,  and  the  sale  set  aside.  Miller  v.  Hall, 
1  Bush,  229. 

So.  under  the  principle  that  the  policy  of  the 
law  and  the  rules  of  equity  will  protect  the 
purchaser,  he  was  held  entitled  to  be  subrogated 
to  the  mortgagee  to  the  extent  of  the  purchase 
money  applied  to  the  mortgage  debt,  where,  un- 
■der  a  decree  of  foreclosure,  the  mortgaged  prop- 
erty was  sold  and  the  sale  confirmed,  and  the  de- 
<*ree  was  subsequently  vacated  for  defects  in 
Che  order  of  publication.  Johnson  v.  Kobertson, 
34  Md.  105.  The  court  said :  "The  purchaser 
should  be  protected  so  far  that,  if  he  has  paid 
the  purchase  money,  and  it  has  been  applied  to 
the  paj-ment  of  the  mortgage  debt,  or  so  far  as 
he  has  paid  and  applied  the  purchase  money, 
he  should  be  subrogated  to  the  mortgagee,  and 
the  mortgage,  to  the  extent  of  such  payment, 
treated  as  assigned  to  him.  This  plain  justice 
and  equity  would  seem  to  require." 

And  a  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  be  sub- 
ctitnted  to  the  lien  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  ex- 
tent and  for  the  amount  he  had  paid  to  the 
plaintiff  on  his  deed,  subject  to  a  credit  of  rents 
and  profits,  where  a  decree  enforcing  a  vendor's 
lien  was  void  because  the  debtor  resided  within 
the  Confederate  lines,  and  the  creditor  within 
tbe  Federal  lines,  and  a  sale  thereunder  was 
void.     Raymond  v.  Camden,  22  W.  Va.  180. 

And  it  Is  held  that  the  purchaser  on  execu- 
tion sales  which  are  void,  is  entitled  to  be  subro- 
€9  L.  R.  A. 


gated  to  the  lien  of  the  Judgment  paid  with  the 
purchase  money. 

So,  the  assignee  of-  the  purchaser  was  held  en- 
titled to  subrogation  where  the  defendant  in  an 
execution  sale  on  Hens  died  on  the  day  of  sale, 
and  the  sale  was  held  void  because  the  revivor 
was  premature.  The  executrix  of  the  defendant 
became  the  assignee  of  the  purchaser,  and  paid 
the  Judgment  and  debts,  and  in  a  suit  by  the 
heirs  the  sale  was  held  void.  Forst  y.  Davis, 
101  Ky.  343,  41  S.  W.  27. 

▲  sheriff  represented  that  land  would  be  sold 
subject  to  redemption,  under  Indiana  act  1861 
(which  was  afterwards  held  inoperative),  and 
the  land  only  brought  one  third  of  its  value. 
It  was  held  that  the  sale  should  be  set  aside  at 
the  Instance  of  the  execution  defendant,  and 
the  purchaser  was  allowed  a  lien  upon  the  land 
to  be  enforced  by  execution.  Seller  v.  Linger- 
man,  24  Ind.  264.  The  court  said :  "The  case 
of  Banks  v.  Bales,  16  Ind.  423,  cited  by  the  ap- 
pellee, is  not  in  conflict  with  this  authority. 
The  power  possessed  by  the  court  to  secure  to 
the  purchaser  the  return  of  his  money,  by  de- 
creeing a  lien  for  the  same  upon  the  land  struck 
off  by  the  sheriff,  would  seem  to  render  a  tender 
of  repayment  of  the  sum  by  the  execution  de- 
fendant unnecessary." 

In  Banks  v.  Bales,  16  Ind.  423,  land  worth 
|500  was  sold  under  an  execution  not  exceeding 
$35.  In  an  action  to  set  aside  a  sheriff's  sale 
because  the  entire  tract  was  sold  without  being 
offered  in  parcels,  the  complainant  had  tendered 
the  amount  paid  by  the  purchaser  before  he 
commenced  his  suit,  but  he  failed  to  bring  the 
money  into  court.  It  was  held  that  a  tender 
was  not  necessary  in  a  suit  lo  set  aside  a 
sheriff's  sale.  This  was  because  the  court  had 
the  power  to  decree  a  Hen  In  favor  of  the  pur- 
chaser. See  Seller  v.  Lingerman.  24  Ind.  264, 
supra. 

And  where  a  sheriff's  sale  was  set  aside  be- 
cause of  sale  en  manse.  It  was  held  thi^t  the  pur- 
chaser satisfying  tbe  Judgment  was  entitled  In 
equity  to  be  subrogated  to  the  Hen  of  the  Judg- 
ment.    Me U any  v.  Schenk,  88  111.  357. 

An  execution  sale  was  made  after  appeal  bond 
was  (lied.  The  Judgment  was  valid,  but  the  ex- 
ecution and  sale  were  invalid.  The  purchaser, 
who  was  attorney  for  the  plaintiff  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  who  was  guilty  of  no  fraud,  was 
held  not  entitled  to  hold  the  property  until  re- 
imbursed, but  was  held  entitled  to  subrogation. 
Burns  v.  l^dbetter,  54  Tex.  374.  The  court 
said :  **Owing  to  the  manner  in  which  Ledbet- 
ter  came  into  the  poHNession  of  the  property, 
and  the  fact  that  he  was  attorney  of  record 
for  the  plaintiff,  in  the  Judgment,  and  the 
further  fact  that  the  money  paid  by  him  only 
liquidated  the  Judgment  in  part,  we  are  of  the 
opinion  that  he  is  not  entitled  to  hold  posses- 
sion of  the  property  until  he  is  reimbursed.  It 
is  more  consonant  with  Justice  and  right  to  sub- 
rogate him  to  the  Hen  of  the  original  Judgment, 
with  order  of  sale,  for  the  amount  he  Is  en- 
titled to  recover  of  appellee  Burns  on  account 
of  the  payment  on  the  Judgment  made  with  his 
money." 

On  a  subsequent  appeal  in  this  case  (66  Tex. 
282)  the  court  said:  "Ledbetter  was  the  at- 
torney of  the  Judgment  plaintiff,  but  was  not 
for  that  reason  precluded  from  recovering  back 
money  paid  without  consideration.  His  posi- 
tion can  scarcely  be  such  as  to  give  him  less 
rights  than  the  plaintiff.  The  cases  are  numer- 
ous in  this  state  In  which  equitable  relief,  pred- 
icated on  these  rights  of  the  Judgment  ^lal|i-_ 
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tiff  or  the  purchaser,  has  been  liberally  extend- 
ed." 

And  in  an  action  to  try  title,  the  purchaser 
of  the  land  at  sheriff's  sale  under  a  valid  Jud^r- 
ment  which  was  a  Hen  on  the  land  was  held 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  lien  of  the 
original  Judgment  where  the  sale  was  ineffec- 
tive for  want  of  proper  description.  Jones  v. 
Smith.  55  Tex.  383.  In  this  case  the  purchaser 
was  liable  on  his  warranty  to  the  defendant. 
The  court  said :  "Under  such  circumstances, 
Rmith  had  the  right  to  be  subrogated  to  the  lien 
of  the  original  judgment  upon  the  land,  for  the 
amount  he  had  paid  in  the  discharge  of  the 
same.  Nor  were  his  rights  materially  affected 
by  the  fact  that  he  did  not  get  possession  of 
the  land  under  his  purchase.  If  he  or  his  ven- 
dee was  in  possession,  the  appellants  could  not 
disturb  that  possession  until  they  had  refunded 
the  money  paid  by  him  in  discharging  the  judg- 
ment ;  and,  if  not  in  possession,  he  would  be 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  lien  of  that 
judgment." 

And  the  purchaser  was  allowed  the  money 
and  a  lien  on  the  Innd  where  the  execution  was 
irregular  because  issued  on  a  judgment  which 
had  been  destroyed  by  tire  without  substitution, 
and  the  property  brought  but  a  small  propor- 
tion of  its  value,  and  the  sale  was  set  aside. 
Herkham  v.  Wedlock,  10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  61,  4tl 
S.  W.  402. 

So,  where  a  jndi?ment  was  reversed  on  appeal, 
and  the  debtor  recovered  the  land  from  the  pur- 
chaser's grantee,  it  was  held  that  the  latter  was 
entitled  to  a  lien  upon  the  land  for  the  amount 
paid  to  the  sheriff,  with  interest.  O'Brieo  v. 
Harrison,  ."♦O  Iowa,  080,  12  N.  W.  2.16,  13  N. 
W.  764.  In  this  case  the  plaintiff  liad  tendered 
the  defendant  this  sum.  Iowa  Code,  |f  3109, 
provided  that  property  acquired  by  a  purchaser 
in  good  faith  under  a  Judgment  subsequently 
reversed  shall  not  be  affected  by  such  reversal ; 
but  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser,  not  having 
paid  the  full  amount  of  his  purchase  money, 
was  not  a  purchaser  in  good  faith. 

But  subrogation  was  denied  where  suit  was 
not  brought  by  the  proper  party. 

A  receiver  of  a  firm  had  a  Judgment  against  a 
member  of  the  firm.  A  levy  was  made  on  land 
notwithstanding  he  had  conveyed  the  same.  The 
purchaser's  heirs  brought  a  suit  to  set  aside 
the  conveyance  as  fraudulent.  The  same  was 
set  aside,  and  also  the  sheriff's  sale  to  the  pur- 
chaser. It  was  held,  on  a  prayer  for  subroga- 
tion, that  the  voluntary  purchase  discharged 
the  creditor's  Judgment,  and  there  could  be  no 
substitution.  It  was  held,  also,  that  the  admin- 
istrator could  not  be  subrogated  to  the  lien, 
but  that  the  heirs  might,  on  proper  procedure, 
obtain  relief.  Richmond  v.  Marston,  15  Ind. 
134. 

In  Muir  V.  Berkshire,  52  Ind.  149,  the  court 
said  :  **\Ve  are  aware  that  there  are  some  dicta 
in  the  ca.se  of  Kichmond  v.  Marston,  15  Ind. 
134,  which  would  seem  to  take  a  narrower  view 
of  the  right  of  subrogation  than  we  have  ex- 
pressed in  this  opinion ;  but  that  case  differed 
in  its  premises  from  this :  besides  it  was  decided 
upon  another  ground.  Subsequent  decisions  of 
this  court,  however,  fully  support,  as  we  think, 
the  principles  governing  us  in  this  opinion." 

See  Boggs  v.  Fowler,  16  Cal.  559,  76  Am.  Dec. 
501  ;  Abadle  v.  I^bero,  36  Cal.  300,— subdiv.  V. 

The  exceptional  cases  where  subrogation  was 
denied  are  those  relating  to  probate  sales,  pro- 
ceedings  against   nonresidents,   and  fraudulent 
sales,  for  which  cases  see  infra, 
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2.  Out  of  proceeds  of  resale. 

In  some  cases  the  sale  was  set  aside.  an<f 
the  purchaser  was  protected,  by  simply  direct- 
ing that  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  second  sale 
his  purchase  money  be  returned  to  him.  This 
was  under  the  general  principle  that  equity 
will  afford  relief,  and  will  protect  the  purchaser. 
But  it  must  have  been  upon  the  theory  that: 
the  purchaser  Is  subrogated  to  the  lien  of  the 
creditor  for  his  advances,  although  this  equi- 
table principle  is  only  noticed  In  one  of  tbe- 
cases  explaining  a  prior  decision  in  the  same^ 
state. 

A  sale  was  void  because  made  without  notice- 
to  occupants  as  required  by  Iowa  Rev.  183(>. 
I  3318.  providing  that,  if  a  defendant  is  in 
possession  of  part  of  land  levied  on.  the  officer 
having  execution  shall  serve  the  defendant  with 
written  notice  mentioning  time  and  place  of 
sale,  and  sales  made  without  the  notice  may  l>e 
set  aside.  It  w^as  held  that  a  resale  should  be 
ordered,  and,  if  an  advance  bid  was  made,  the 
property  should  be  resold,  and  the  amount  paid 
by  the  first  purchaser  refunded  to  him.  Jen- 
sen V.  Woodbury,  36  Iowa,  515. 

In  Fleming  v.  Maddox.  32  Iowa,  403,  re- 
ferring to  the  case  oi  .Tensen  v.  Woodbury,  1ft 
Iowa,  515,  It  was  said:  "This  order  can  be- 
explained  and  Justified  only  upon  the  theory 
that  the  purchasers  had  acquired  an  interest  in 
the  Judgment,  and  been  subrogated  to  the  rights 
of  the  creditor.  And  this  doctrine  is  Just  and 
reasonable,  and  to  our  minds  entirely  applicable 
to  this  case." 

Applying  the  doctrine  of  subrogation,  a  pur- 
chaser was  held  entitled  to  have  the  credit  on 
the  Judgment  set  aside  to  the  extent  of  his  bid, 
and  a  resale  of  the  land  for  the  purpose  or 
indemnifying  him.  where  an  execution  debtor 
after  a  sale  paid  off  the  Judgment,  and  then  had 
the  sale  set  aside  on  the  ground  of  Irregularity. 
Fleming  v.  Maddox,  32  Iowa.  493.  The  court 
said:  "It  is  said  by  the  counsel  that  defendant 
had  a  right  to  pay  off  the  judgment,  and  pre- 
vent a  further  sale  of  his  property.  This  we- 
concede.  But  he  should  have  paid  to  the  pur- 
chasers the  amount  of  their  bids,  and  not  to- 
the  plaintiff,  who  already  had  received  satis- 
faction.'' 

And  in  a  foreclosure  Judgment  an  Interpleafl- 
er  was  adjudged  to  have  a  prior  lien.  An  order 
of  sale  was  issued  by  him  without  notice  to 
plaintiff.  A  new  sale  was  ordered,  and  it  was 
held  that  out  of  the  proceeds  of  that  sale  there 
be  paid  to  the  prior  purchaser  the  amount  paid 
by  him  as  purchase  money  of  the  land,  and  that 
the  balance  due  the  interveners  be  flien  satis- 
fied, and  the  remainder  be  paid  to  plaintiff  in 
the  Judgment  below.  IClam  v.  Donald,  58  Tex. 
316. 

A  Judicial  sale  was  set  aside  where  the  mas- 
ter withdrew  the  land  from  sale  and  readver- 
tlsed  without  order  of  the  court  or  consent  of 
the  parties.  It  was  held  that,  the  purchase 
money  having  been  appropriated  to  pay  charges 
on  the  land,  the  purchaser  should  be  protected, 
and  that  a  second  sale  should  not  be  had  unless 
a  greater  bid  was  made,  and,  if  so.  he  should  be 
repaid  what  he  had  paid  in,  and  his  deed,  bond, 
and  mortgage  should  be  canceled.  Tompkins  v. 
Tompkins.  39  S.  C.  537.  18  8.  E.  233.  The  court 
said:  "The  purchaser  has  paid  Into  court  $1.- 
625  of  his  money,  a  large  part  of  which  ha.s. 
been  appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the  action 
under  the  decree  of  court.  Now,  if  there  is  one 
thing  over  others  in  our  systisn^  of  Jurisprudence- 
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that  merits  the  commendation  of  all,  It  must  be 
the  flexibility  of  the  principles  adopted  by 
courts  of  eqaity,  by  which  they  are  made  to  sub- 
•erve  the  needs  of  each  particular  case.  Ought 
not  those  principles  to  be  applied  here?  It 
seems  so  to  us.  Under  our  law,  William  R. 
Parks,  by  being  a  successful  bidder  at  the  sale 
provided  for  by  a  decree  in  this  cause,  has,  to 
a  certain  extent,  become  a  party  to  this  action. 
His  money  has  been  paid  into  court  and  used 
for  the  purpose  of  the  action,  under  an  honest 
mistake.  It  is  true.  Only  one  party  to  the  action 
seeks  any  relief  against  him.  The  circuit  Judge 
orderti  a  new  sale,  without  any  provision  being 
made  for  his  (Parks')  protection.  This  is  error, 
and  must  be  rectified.** 

Property  of  infants  was  sold  under  foreclo- 
sure for  half  of  Its  value.  It  was  held  that  a 
resale  should  be  ordered  upon  security  that  the 
property  should  produce  50  per  cent  advance, 
and  that  the  purchaser  would  be  entitled  to  be 
paid  out  of  the  amount  of  such  advance  the  in- 
terest of  his  deposit  and  of  the  whole  purchase 
moni'j  which  he  had  kept  on  hand,  together 
with  all  reasonable  costs  and  expenses.  Dun- 
can V.  r»odd.  2  Paige,  99. 

And  a  sale  was  set  aside  on  the  ground  of 
material  errors  which,  if  allowed  to  stand, 
would  permit  the  purchaser  to  enjoy  "an  un- 
conscionable advantage"  by  the  sacrifice  of  the 
property  through  the  mistake  of  the  receiver  as 
to  the  number  of  cattle  and  the  value  thereof 
that  were  ho\([.  A  resale  was  ordered,  and  it 
was  held  that  out  of  the  purchase  money  the 
former  purchaser  should  be  repaid  the  pur- 
chase price,  with  Interest  at  6  per  cent  and  ex- 
penses. Horse  Springs  Cattle  Co.  v.  Schofield, 
9  N.  M.  130,  49  Pac.  954. 

So,  in  an  action  by  Infants  claiming  that  a 
sale  was  for  $10,000,  and  was  reported  only  for 
$0,000,  the  sale  was  set  aside,  and  the  asHlgnee 
of  a  purchaser  at  mortgage  foreclosure  was  held 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  lien  of  the 
mortgage  paid  by  his  money.  But  the  decree 
was  that  a  resale  l)e  had,  and  the  holder  of  the 
purchasers  certificate  at  the  first  sale  be  paid 
his  purchase  money.  Bruschke  v.  Wright,  160 
III.  183,  57  Am.  8t.  Rep.  125,  46  N.  E.  813. 

But  where  the  confirmation  was  set  aside,  and 
the  officer  did  not  pay  into  court  all  of  the  pro- 
ceeds, relief  out  of  the  proceeds  of  a  second  sale 
was  denied  the  purchaser.  In  this  case  a  sale  of 
real  estate  was  confirmed,  and  afterwards,  on 
proof  of  fraud,  was  vacated,  and  the  trustee 
was  removed  and  required  to  pay  into  court  the 
proceeds,  but  had  defaulted  to  the  extent  of 
^1.04M).  It  was  held  that  the  purchaser,  who 
had  paid  his  money  to  the  trustee,  and  received 
only  a  pan  of  it  back,  was  not  entitled  to  have 
the  balance  due  him  paid  from  the  proceeds  of 
a  fcecond  sale  made  by  another  trustee.  Kenaday 
V.  WaKgaman.  3  App.  D.  C.  412.  The  court 
f«ld :  "  'As  to  Kenaday,  the  decree  denies  his 
right  to  property  of  which  he  claims  to  be 
owner,  and  which  is  of  the  value  of  $11,000. 
He  paid  that  sum  for  it  In  cash  to  Green  as 
trustee.  It  Is  true  that  there  are  funds  in  the 
registry  of  the  court  below,  which,  In  the  event 
of  the  affirmance  of  the  decree,  can  be  paid  over 
to  him.  and  be  be  thus  far  reimbursed  for  what 
be  paid  to  Green  on  the  purchase  of  the  prop- 
erty.* Kenaday  v.  Edwards.  134  U.  8.  123,  33  L. 
ed.  8.'»0,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  523.  The  decree  of  the 
general  term  having  been  afllrmed,  the  appel- 
lant did  receive  the  money  that  was  In  the  reg- 
istry of  the  court,  and  was  to  that  extent  re- 
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Imbursed.  And.  if  the  balance  of  the  $11,000 
could  be  reached  and  made  subject  to  the  direc- 
tion of  the  court,  the  appellant  would  be  en- 
titled to  receive  that  also.  But  clearly  he  has 
no  enforceable  claim  whatever  against  the  fund 
realized  on  the  last  sale  of  the  property,  and 
now  in  the  hands  of  the  present  trustees  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  the  trust  under  the  will 
of  Mrs.  Macpherson.** 

See  Elchell>erger  v.  Hawthorne.  .33  Md.  588, 
and  Re  Dickerson,  111  N.  C.  108.  15  S.  K.  1025, 
subdiv.  III.  d,  1  ;  Martin  v.  Turner,  2  Helsk. 
384,  subdiv.  III.  d,  2. 

d.  Prohalej  guardians'  and  administrators'  sales. 

1.  Guardian* 8  sales. 

The  weight  of  authority  is  that  the  purchaser 
at  a  guardian's  or  partition  sale  of  Infant's 
land,  where  the  sale  Is  set  aside  as  void,  is  en- 
titled to  be  reimbursed  or  subrogated  to  the 
amount  of  the  purchase  money  paid. 

So,  in  an  action  by  a  ward  to  set  aside  a 
guardian's  sale  It  was  held  that  the  minors 
were  bound  by  the  acts  of  the  guardian,  and 
that  it  would  be  inequitable  to  set  the  sale 
aside  unless  the  consideration  paid  should  be 
refunded.  Kendriek  v.  Wheeler.  85  Tex.  247, 
20  S.  W.  44.  The  court  said :  "The  acts  of  the 
guardian  in  dealing  with  innocent  purchasers, 
under  lawful  orders  of  the  court,  are  binding  up- 
on the  minors,  in  so  far  as  they  affect  the  rights 
of  such  purchasers.  Dancy  v.  Strlckllnge.  15 
Tex.  557,  05  Am.  Dec.  179  ;  Clayton  v.  McKln- 
non,  54  Tex.  211.  The  purchaser  at  the  guard- 
ian's sale  is  not  required  to  see  to  a  proper 
application  of  the  purchase  money,  or  that  the 
guardian  executes  his  trust  in  a  legal  way  in 
dealing  with  the  fund  after  it  goes  into  his 
possession." 

A  sale  made  in  orphans'  court  was  ratified  by 
an  order  nisi,  but  never  by  final  order.  The 
executors  made  a  deed,  and  charged  them- 
selves with  the  purchase  money,  and  distributed 
the  surplus.  Subsequently  one  of  the  distribu- 
tees had  the  sale  set  aside  on  the  ground  that 
the  executor  was  interested  in  the  purchase.  It 
was  held  that  the  original  purchaser  was  en- 
titled to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  purchase 
money  arising  from  the  second  sale  to  the  full 
amount  he  had  paid  the  executors  on  the  orig- 
inal purchase.  KIchelberger  v.  Hawthorne,  33 
Md.  588.  The  court  said  :  "There  is  certainly 
nothing  to  be  found  In  this  record  tending  to 
induce  a  court  of  equity  to  deny  to  this  com- 
plainant and  purchaser  the  benefit  of  these 
equitable  doctrines,  or  those  of  like  character 
announced  In  Jones  v.  Jone»,  4  Gill,  87,  and  in 
the  more  recent  case  of  Mcl^aughlln  v.  Barnum, 
31  Md.  425.  He  purchased  at  a  public  sale  for 
a  fair  price,  has  paid  the  purchase  money,  and 
made  improvements  under  the  Impression  he 
had  obtained  a  good  title,  and  the  sale  has  been 
vacated  for  no  other  conceivable  reason  than 
because  he  agreed  at  the  time,  the  executors,  or 
one  of  them,  should  become  interested  in  the 
purchase,  or  have  some  part  of  the  land.** 

A  sale  of  an  Infant's  land  in  partition  was 
made  ex  parte  instead  of  publicly.  A  resale  was 
ordered,  and  the  purchaser  having  conveyed  bis 
Interest,  it  was  held  that  an  account  should  be 
taken  of  the  amount  paid  to  the  guardian  by 
the  purchaser,  and  of  the  rents  and  profits 
since  the  attempted  sale  and  the  possession  of 
the  purchaser  and  those  claiming  under  him, 
and  that  the  balance  of  the  sum  j 
Digitized  by  ^ 


,05'5§f^ 


46 


Kentucky  Coubt  of  Appeals. 


Jan.,. 


deducting  the  rents  and  profits,  be  a  charg^e 
upon  the  fund  arising  from  the  second  sale 
then  ordered.  Re  Dickerson,  111  N.  C.  108, 
15  S.  B.  1025. 

And  ihe  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  have 
such  sum  as  was  paid  to  the  mother  as  guard- 
ian of  the  children  repaid  to  him  In  an  ac- 
tion brought  against  him  to  set  aside  the  sale, 
where  a  guardian's  sale  was  void,  under  Tenn. 
Code,  I  3339,  providing  that  no  guardian,  next 
friend,  or  witness,  sbail  purchase  at  adminis- 
trator's sale,  and,  if  they  purchase,  the  sale 
shall  be  void,  and  the  infant  or  married  woman 
may  bring  ejectment  as  if  no  sale  had  been 
made.  8tarlcey  v.  Hammer,  1  Baxt.  438.  In  this 
case  the  purchaser  was  one  of  the  witnesses  to 
show  that  it  was  for  the  interest  of  the  minors 
that  the  land  should  be  sold. 

See  Bone  v.  Tyrrell,  113  Mo.  175,  20  S.  W. 
71)6,  and  Douglas  v.  Bennett,  51  Miss.  680, 
infra^  holding  that  the  purchaser  must  show 
that  the  guardian  has  made  a  proper  applfca- 
tlon  of  the  fund. 

Some  cases  grant  relief  to  the  purchaser  on 
a  void  sale,  where  it  is  shown  that  the  ward 
was  benetited. 

So,  the  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  reim- 
bursement where  a  life  tenant  and  guardian  of 
an  infant  remainderman  obtained  an  order  of 
sale  for  a  part  of  the  property  to  improve  the 
remainder.  The  remainderman,  who  was  not  a 
party,  after  the  death  of  the  life  tenant, 
brought  a  suit  to  recover.  The  sale  was  void 
because  the  chancellor  had  only  Jurisdiction  to 
sell  for  reinvestment.  Hays  v.  Bradley,  15  Ky. 
li.  Rep.  387,  23  S.  W.  372.  This  was  on  the 
ground  of  benefiting  the  remalndeimuu's  estate. 

A  guardian's  sale  was  void,  and  the  heirs 
brought  ejectment,  and  the  purchaser  filed  a 
bill  to  restrain  the  prosecution  of  the  ejectment 
until  the  purchase  money  and  improvements 
were  paid  for.  It  was  held  that  the  complainant 
in  equity  hud  the  burden  of  tracing  the  fund  to 
some  appropriation  or  use  beneficial  to  the 
wards.  Douglas  v.  Bennett,  51  Miss.  0«0.  The 
court  said :  "The  doctrine  of  a  court  of  equity 
is,  that  the  heir,  who  has  received  the  price 
of  his  real  estate,  sold  by  his  guardian,  cannot 
hold  on  to  the  money  and  at  the  same  time  re- 
cover the  land  on  account  of  some  defect  In  the 
Judicial  proceeding  under  which  It  was  sold. 
The  circumstances  put  him  under  an  equitable 
estoppef,  and  he  must  come  to  a  fair  account 
with  the  purchaser  respecting  the  inpney.  If 
he  will  refund  the  money,  he  may  recover  the 
land,  or  the  chancellor  may  treat  the  money  as 
an  equitable  charge  upon  the  land.  Short  v. 
Porter,  44  Miss.  534  ;  Ja^'ne  v.  Bolsgerard,  39 
Miss.  799." 

And  the  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  reim- 
bursement where  the  proceeds  were  applied  to 
the  payment  of  proper  debts. 

In  an  action  by  a  widow  and  heirs  to  set  aside 
n  guardian's  sale  of  real  estate  belonging  to  the 
children,  where  the  sale  was  set  aside  because 
<'ompctitlon  had  l»een  prevented,  and  the  pur- 
chaser had  paid  olT  the  mortgaj;e  bearing  10  per 
cent  interest,  It  was  held  that  the  purchaser 
was  only  entitled  to  6  per  ceut.  Devlne  v.  Ilark- 
ncs8,  117  111,  14.'..  7  N.  E.  r/2.  In  (his  case  the 
court  said:  "I'ayintr  the  rnortgMKO  debt  to  the 
mort.u.'i.m'o  Nvas  no  niuiM  tlinn  pnyin.i;  the  amount 
of  IL  to  the  minidian.  t\iu\  was  hut  paying  appel- 
lant's bid  for  the  (and.  Tlie  payment  was  one 
niadr  in  wioutc,  in  \hv  tairyin;,'  out  of  a  wronjr 
III!  inir(  liase,  and  piet.onis  no  cube  1".  r  the  up- 
Ui)  L.  K.  A. 


plication  of  the  equitable  doctrine  of  subroga- 
tion." 

So  it  was  held  that  the  minors  were  entltle<l 
to  recover,  subject  to  the  purchaser's  claim  for 
reimbursement,  where  a  guardian's  sale  of  shee(>- 
under  an  order  of  the  county  court  was  invalid 
because  not  confirmed,  and  the  purchase  money 
was  applied  to  the  payment  of  estabilshecl 
claims.  Harrison  v.  ligner,  74  Tex.  86,  US.  W. 
1054. 

And  a  sale  of  real  estate  of  a  w^ard  was  made 
while  she  was  Insane,  and  when  there  was  suffi- 
cient personal  property.  On  leave  obtained  by 
the  ward  to  redeem,  it  was  held  that  the  vendee- 
of  the  purchaser  should  be  reimbursed  by  the- 
rcdemptioner  the  amounts  paid  by  the  pur- 
chaser to  satisfy  Judgments  which  were  claims 
against  the  Judgment  debtor.  Cosgrove  v.  Merx 
(R.  I.)  37  Atl.  704.  It  was  also  held  that  the 
vendee  was  entitled  to  be  reimbursed  for  re- 
pairs and  Improvements. 

Guardians  refunded  the  purchase  money  oa 
the  heirs  recovering  from  the  purchaser  in  eject- 
ment because  the  sale  was  void,  and  then  the- 
guardians  sought  to  hold  the  heirs  responsible 
for  the  purchase  money  for  which  they  had  ac- 
counted on  a  settlement.  It  was  held  that  the 
heirs  could  not  retain  the  property  and  hold 
the  guardians  liable  on  a  settlement,  and,  if  the 
new  guardian  refused  to  ratify  the  sale,  the 
former  guardians  might  recover  their  money. 
Burleigh  v.  Bennett,  9  N.  H.  15,  31  Am.  Dot-. 
213. 

And  the  purchaser  at  a  guardian's  sale  whicb 
was  void  was  held  entitled  to  relief  where  the 
ward  had  received  his  full  share.  Summers  v. 
Howard,  33  Ark.  490 ;  Hatcher  v.  Brings.  ^ 
Or.  31. 

So,  a  subvendee  was  held  entitled  to  malntaiti 
a  suit  in  equity  against  the  plaintiff  in  eject- 
ment fur  so  much  of  the  purchase-money  fund 
as  came  to  her  hands,  and  to  hold  the  guardijiu 
personally  resiionslble  for  the  residue  If  the  salt* 
was  set  aside.  Trousdale  v.  Maxwell,  6  lien. 
161.  In  this  case  a  guardian's  sale  of  infant's 
land  was  void  because  the  county  court  oraer- 
ing  the  sale  had  no  Jurisdiction.  After  the  in- 
fant became  of  age  she  brought  an  action  of 
ejectment  against  the  sul>ven<lee.  The  court 
said:  "The  party  ejected  by  the  Infant  would 
be  entitled,  by  right  of  suhro^ration,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  purchase  money  paid  by  him.  witl* 
interest,  to  the  original  purchase  money,  and  to 
have  the  amount  used  for  the  infant's  benefit,  or 
paid  to  the  infant,  declared  a  lien  upon  the 
land." 

But  in  guardians'  sales  which  are  void  some 
ca.sea  hold  that  the  purchaser  is  not  entitled  ta 
relief  where  the  sale  is  unnecessary,  or  the 
guardian  has  wasted  the  proceeds ;  and  others 
refuse  relief  where  the  money  is  not  used  for 
the  benefit  of  the  ward.  It  is  held  in  Illinois 
that  there  is  a  dllTerence  in  a  suit  in  equity  by 
an  heir  to  set  aside  a  sale  and  a  suit  in  eject- 
ment, as  in  the  former  the  maxim  that  he  who 
seeks  equity  must  do  equity  Is  applied.  This 
equitable  doctrine  Is  applied  In  Texas  in  com- 
mon-law cases  If  the  purchaser  asserts  an  equi- 
table lien. 

So,  In  Reynolds  v.  Mcl'lurry.  100  111.  :^M^, 
where  a  guardian,  under  a  void  decree  of  parti- 
tion, sold  the  land  of  his  ward  and  appropriated 
the  money  to  his  own  use,  It  was  hold  that  the 
ward  could  maintain  an  action  to  set  the  sale 
aside  without  returning  the  purchase  money. 
In  this  case  there  were  ample  assists  to  pay  all 
the  debts  out  of  the  persoualiy,^  and  thare  was 
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DO  occasion  for  selling  the  land.  The  court 
nid :  'The  Jand  Is  sold,  and  the  proceeds  dlvld- 
H  between  the  mother  and  guardian,  and  the 
.-lardian  has  Ions  since  squandered  his  share 
i'i  ibe  spoils.  Not  a  cent  of  the  money  now  re- 
Qains  to  be  returned  to  appellees,  and  no  part 
or  it  was  erer  expended  for  appellant's  benefit, 
aod  jet  It  Is  insisted  that,  unless  this  money  is 
;<>:irDed  by  appellant,  equity  will  afford  him 
U"  relief." 

Aod  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not 
r>^^>ver  the  purchase  price  In  an  action  of  eject- 
iDcDt  brought  by  the  ward,  as  It  was  not  shown 
tiat  the  purchase  money  was  used  for  the  bene- 
::  of  the  ward,  where  a  guardian's  sale  was 
v'ld  because  It  was  not  approved  by  the  court. 
line  V.  Tyrrell,  113  Mo.  175,  20  8.  W.  796. 

( uaubers  t.  Jones,  72  111.  275,  held  that  an 
infant  defendant  in  partition,  who  received  a 
I^rt  of  the  proceeds,  seeking  to  set  aside  a  sale, 
La^.^t  tender  to  the  purchaser  the  purchase 
hi  'HP J,  on  the  ground  that  he  who  seeks  equity 
m  i-^t  do  equity.  Referring  to  the  purchaser,  the 
-"irt  said:  "On  the  failure  of  the  title,  as  in 
I'^.-i  case,  he  would  have  no  right  to  relief,  as 
against  the  heirs;  nor  could  he  have  a  decree 
.:.p:n!it  the  land  itself  for  the  purchase  money. 
Iris  is  settled  by  Bishop  v.  O'Conner,  69  III. 
4.1.  aod  need  not  now  be  discussed  as  a  new 
.  :^rion :  but  the  defendant  is  asking  no  relief 

•  ■.-"»?  bill  or  otherwise.** 

At  the  suit  of  the  holder  of  a  life  estate,  a 
•  :cTT  ctmrt  ordered  the  sale  of  the  remainder 
-'  i>.  The  Judgment  was  void  for  want  of  Ju- 
..^M'^tion,  and  the  infant  remainderman  re- 
f.ved  no  benefit.  After  coming  of  age,  the  In- 
:  rit  recovered  in  ejectment,  it  was  held  that 
tbe  purchaser  could  not  maintain  a  bill  in 
»',n:fy  for  the  purchase  money,  and  for  a  lien, 

•  .-re  the  infants  had  received  no  benefit.  Aber- 

•  f^i.v  T  l»hiilips.  82  Va.  769,  1  S.  E.  113.    The 

•  ri  Kjid:  -The  record  clearly  shows  that 
'•■  ^'T  W.  H.  Phillips,  who  was  only  seven 
.  .:r&  old  when  the  land  was  sold  under  the 
iTt^  of  the  county  court,  nor  the  then  unborn 
>'  ie  B.  rhilllps,  ever  made  any  contract,  di- 
r*  :;y  or  indirectly,  with  either  of  the  appel- 

'k>  in  reference  to  the  land  in  question,  or 

'*T  received  even  one  cent  of  the  price  paid. 

>  y  cannot,  therefore,  on  any  principle  of  Jus- 

'  ■»-  or  equity,  be  called  on  to  make  restitution." 

And  a  purchaser  was  denied  a  lien  where  he 

('-'y  pleaded  estoppel  against  the  wards. 

A  .aidfdlan's  sale  was  void  because  the  record 

"<1  to  show  that  be  had  taken  the  required 

^  M  itnry  oath,  and  no  title  passed  by  the  deed. 

••  *as  contended  that  the  words,  who  were  In- 

''i»  at  the  time  of  the  sale,  and  for  whose 

*  '^'t  it  ^as  claimed  the  land  was  sold  by  the 

>  :..'i;an  and   the   proceeds   applied   for   their 

'..;:e   and    education,    were    estopped    from 

-r.j.nlng  the  title.    The  appellate  court  af- 

'f^l  the  Jud(?ment   of  ejectment.    The   chief 

M  noiod  that  since  the  opinion  there  were 

^•ns  found  that  minors  could  be  estopped. 

^i..'>n  V.  Filby.  24  Wis.  441. 

:.     rrinjr  to  this  case  In  Blodgett  v.  Illtt,  29 

'  l»il».  the  court  said :    "The  defendant  of- 

.  t«i  <;lif,w  that  the  purchase  money,  paid 

■   'i-  land  to  the  Kiiardian,  was  expended  by 

•  '■  r  the  ben<»fit  of  the  plaintiffs.     ...     It 

'  '    "iif-d  tb.nt.  if  such  purchase  money  was 

'  -'^r  their   benefit,   the  plaintiffs   were   es- 

^I  to  deny   the  validity   of  such   sale  and 

Mnce.  This  court  held,  and  In  my  opinion 

'  f'^rrertly,  that  Buch  fact  would  not,  of  it- 

'  um»tltute  an  estoppel  upon  the  plaintiffs. 

•-  L.  K  A. 


The  principle  to  be  gathered  from  the  cases 
on  the  subject  seems  to  be  that  some  act  of  the 
ward  after  he  reaches  majority,  such  as  receiv- 
ing the  purchase  money  or  a  portion  of  it,  or 
the  like,  is  essential  to  create  an  estoppel 
against  him.  This  is  the  extent  of  the  decision 
of  this  court  in  that  case.  No  question  wa» 
raised,  considered,  or  decided,  as  to  the  right  of 
a  purchaser  In  good  faith  at  a  guardian's  sale, 
which  is  void  by  reason  of  omissions  or  defects 
in  the  preliminary  proceedings,  to  have  the  pur- 
chase money,  paid  to  the  guardian  and  used  by 
him  for  the  benefit  of  the  ward,  adjudged  an 
equitable  charge  on  the  land,  to  be  paid  before 
the  purchaser  shall  be  dispossessed  thereof.  Had 
this  question  been  made,  we  cannot  say  how  it 
would  have  been  decided." 

Where  a  recovery  was  had  by  heirs  in  eject- 
ment because  a  partition  sale  brought  by  their 
guardian  was  void,  the  court  said :  ''Neither 
would  the  fact  that  he  purchased  the  property 
for  himself  at  the  partition  sale,  and  paid  into 
the  estates  of  these  minors  the  full  purchase 
money,  effect  a  transfer  of  title  to  him.  The 
equity  which  is  administered  by  the  courts  upon 
void  sales  of  this  character  is  not  that  of  de- 
creeing them  valid.  The  most  tuat  it  can  do  is 
to  decree  a  return  of  the  purchase  money,  and 
order  an  account  of  rents,  profits,  and  improve- 
ments, and  adjudge  the  land  subject  to  a  lien 
for  the  difference ;  and  this  is  done  only  when 
such  equity  is  pleaded."  Campbell  v.  Laclede 
Gaslight  Co.  84  Mo.  352. 

In  Wichita  Land  &  Cattle  Co.  v.  Ward,  .1 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  307,  21  S.  W.  128,  where  a  * 
vendor's  Hen  was  enforced  against  a  guardian, 
and  the  ward  had  the  sale  set  aside,  it  was  held 
that  the  rents  and  profits  were  a  proper  offset 
against  the  amount  paid  by  tae  purchaser. 

A  ^lardlan's  sale  was  void  because  of  no 
notice  given  to  the  heirs,  and  the  court  had  no 
Jurisdiction.  A  petition  by  the  heirs  against  the 
purchaser  to  quiet  title  was  held  sufficient,  al- 
though the  purchase  money  was  not  shown  to 
have  been  tendered.  Washburn  v.  Carmlchael. 
32  Iowa,  475.  This  was  on  the  ground  that  the 
defendant  might  have  received  more  than  suffi- 
cient rents  to  reimburse  him. 

2.  Administraiora*  sales. 

The  weight  of  authority  hoius  that,  if  an  ad- 
ministrator's or  probate  saie  is  void,  in  a  pro- 
ceeding to  sell  the  land  to  pay  debts,  the  pur- 
chaser is  entitled  to  restitution  or  subrogation 
for  the  purchase  money,  where  the  same  is  used 
to  pay  debts  against  the  estate.  Neel  v.  Carson. 
47  Ark.  421,  2  S.  W.  107  ;  Daquin  v.  Coiron.  6 
Mart.  N.  8.  674;  Donaldson  v.  Winter.  1  La. 
137;  McGec  v.  Wallls,  57  Miss.  638,  34  Am. 
Rep.  484  ;  Carey  v.  West.  139  Mo.  146.  40  S.  W. 
661 ;  Cunningham  v.  Anderson,  107  Mo.  371,  28 
Am.  St.  Rep.  417,  17  S.  W.  972;  Sharkey  v. 
Bankslon.  30  La.  Ann.  891 ;  Wllle  v.  Brooks. 
45  Miss.  542. 

So  purchasers  were  hold  entitled  to  maintain  a 
bill  against  tlie  administrator.  In  the  nature  of  a 
creditor's  bill,  and  wore  entitled  to  substitution 
f(»r  the  debts  which  ^^el•e  paid  by  the  nmncy  oL 
the  purchaser  under  a  void  decree.  Hull  v. 
Hull,  35  W.  Va.  1;")."),  29  Am.  St.  Rep.  Suo.  i;; 
S.  K.  41).  The  court  said  :  "Principles  of  justice 
demnnd  this,  nnd  courts  of  equity  have  raised 
up  this  i)rliielj)le,  a  beinc:  of  their  creation, 
called  *suliKi  itution,'  unknown  to  coniinon-luw 
forums,  to  accomplish  the  ends  of  justice;  and 
I  know  of  no  more  signal  iuytauce  to  exijiiiplily 
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the  disposition,  as  well  as  the  power,  of  equity 
to  adopt  means  to  accomplish  rl^rht,  than  this 
of  substitution,  accorded  purchasers  under  void 
proceedings,  whose  money  has  gone  to  satisfy 
liens  good  against  the  debtor.'* 

80,  restitution  was  allowed  the  purchaser  in 
■an  action  brought  by  heirs  to  set  aside  and  re- 
deem from  an  execution  sale  because  the  ex- 
ecutor, not  having  power  to  sell  certain  lands, 
u»ed  a  Judgment  to  effect  their  sale,  and  sold 
them  vn  masse  for  less  than  their  value.  It  was 
held  that,  ns  complainants  were  seeking  relief 
in  equity,  and  the  purchase  relieved  the  estate 
from  an  indebtedness,  and  gave  a  surplus  to  the 
executor  for  the  benefit  of  the  heirs,  they  were 
compelled  to  refund  the  purchase  price  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  their  redeeming.  Kinney  v. 
Knoebel,  51  111.  112. 

In  Bishop  V.  O'Conner,  69  III.  431,  tne  case 
of  Kinney  y.  Knoel)el,  51  III.  112,  was  dis- 
tlL>^',ul8hed,  as  subrogation  in  that  case  was 
pl&ccd  on  the  ground  that  it  was  a  bill  filed  to 
set  aside  a  sale  and  to  l>e  permitted  to  redeem, 
and  when  equity  was  sought,  relief  would  only 
he  granted  upon  doing  full  equity.  Also  in 
that  case  the  purchase  was  upon  condition  that 
he  could  use  the  debts  against  the  estate  for 
paying  his  bid. 

'  In  Smith  V.  Knoebel.  82  111.  392,  which  was  a 
subsequent  appeal  of  Kinney  v.  Knoebel,  51  111. 
112,  where  the  Hame  doctrine  was  isiffirmed,  it 
was  held  that  the  executor  held  the  land  as  se- 
<.'urity  for  the  debts,  that  the  land  sold  for  more 
than  the  debts,  and  that  the  heirs  must  pay  the 
whole  purchase  money  in  a  suit  to  redeem. 

So  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was  en- 
titled to  im  er^ulty  which  would  prevent  a  re- 
•covery  in  ejectment  until  reimbursed,  where  the 
record  of  the  probate  court  failed  to  show  an 
<trder  authorizing  the  sale  which  had  been  made, 
but  the  land  had  been  sold  above  its  appraisal 
value,  tnd  the  proceeds  were  applied  to  the  re- 
lief of  other  lands  of  the  heirs.  Evans  v.  Sny- 
der, 04  Mo.  510. 

Heirs  brought  suit  to  recover  land  where  the 
I)roperty  of  their  ancestor  was  sold  by  the  reg- 
istrar of  wills,  but  not  under  the  order  or  by 
the  direction  of  the  Judge.  This  sale  was  in- 
valid, under  La.  'Old  Code,  p.  174,  art.  127," 
providing  that  the  Judge  shall  cause  the  prop- 
erty to  be  sold.  It  was  held  that  the  plaintiff 
could  recover,  but  should  not  have  possession 
until  the  rents,  profits,  and  improvements  were 
determined.    Elliott  v.   Labarre,  2  I^u.  320. 

In  a  later  report  of  this  case  (3  La.  541)  it 
was  held  that,  if  the  sum  paid  for  the  land  by 
the  party  evicted  extinguished  a  debt  of  the 
owner  of  the  laud,  the  latter  must  allow  it, 
without  interest,  as  this  was  compensated  for 
by  fruits. 

And  a  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  a  Hen 
before  he  could  be  ejected,  where  the  notice  of 
administrator's  sale  failed  to  give  time  or  place. 
Theie  was  no  notice  given  of  the  petition  to 
sell,  and  the  sale  was  void.  The  purchase  money 
paid  was  applied  to  the  payment  of  mortgages, 
debts,  and  administration.  Blodgeit  v.  Hltt,  29 
Wis.  169. 

A  sale  to  pay  debts  of  an  Intestate,  and  for 
distribution,  was  held  void  for  want  of  Juris- 
diction of  the  county  court,  as  no  process  was 
served  on  the  minors,  or  answer  filed  In  their 
behalf.  It  was  held  that  the  purchaser,  whose 
mbney  was  used  by  the  administrator  to  pay 
debts,  was  entitled  to  have  the  value  of  the 
payment  made  by  him  refunded  and,  if  not  paid 
in  a  reasonable  time,  to  be  paid  by  a  resale,  es- 
•til)  L.  R.  A. 


timatlng  the  value  of  Confederate  money  at  the 
time  of  the  payment,  with  interest,  after  char- 
ging him  with  rents  and  allowing  for  Improve- 
ments and  repairs.  Martin  v.  Turner,  2  Heisk.. 
384. 

An  administrator's  sale  was  void,  and  the 
proceeds  were  applied  to  the  debts,  removing; 
them  as  charges  upon  the  personal  estate,  and 
maintaining  an  infant  heir.  Where  restitution 
to  the  purchaser  was  not  tendered,  an  action 
of  ejectment  by  the  heir  was  enjoined.  Robert- 
son V.  Bradford,  73  Ala.  116. 

In  Bland  v.  Bowie,  53  Ala.  152,  the  court 
said :  **We  do  not  doubt  that  It  Is  competent  for 
the  purchaser,  at  any  time  after  he  discovers 
that  the  proceedings  for  the  sale  are  void,  to 
resort  to  a  court  of  equity  to  compel  the  heir 
or  devisee  to  elect  the  ratification  or  the  re- 
scission of  the  contract  of  purchase.  If  the  pur- 
chase money  has  been  paid  and  distributed  to 
the  heirs,  or  applied  by  the  personal  represent- 
ative to  the  payment  of  debts,  a  court  of  equity- 
would  compel  a  conveyance  of  title  from  the 
heirs,  If  they  could  not  successfully  Impeach  the 
fairness  of  the  sale.  Bell  v.  Craig,  52  Ala.  21."». 
It  is  impossible  that  injury  can  result  to  the 
vigilant  purchaser,  and  it  cannot  be  allowed  him 
to  rescind  at  pleasure  the  contract  of  purchase, 
which  the  heirs  may  be  willing  to  confirm.'* 

In  Dorman  v.  Lane,  6  111.  143,  it  was  saUl 
that  a  sale  under  a  void  authority  was  also 
void,  and  the  purchaser  could  recover  back  the 
purchase  money.  In  this  case,  it  was  held  that 
an  application  by  an  administrator  to  sell  lan<l 
could  not  be  allowed  where  fifteen  years  had 
elapsed  after  an  order  allowing  his  claim,  and 
the  land  had  previously  been  sold  under  an  act 
of  the  legislature  to  pay  the  same  debt,  and  the 
proceeds  had  been  received  by  him,  but  the  act 
had  been  declared  unconstitutional,  and  that 
sale  was  void. 

In  Woodstock  Iron  Co.  ▼.  Fullenwlder,  87 
Ala.  584,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  73,  6  So.  197,  It  was 
said :  "Where  land  of  a  decedent  is  sold  by  the 
probate  court  for  the  payment  of  debts,  or  for 
distribution,  and  the  proceeding  is  void  for 
want  of  Jurisdiction,  or  otherwise,  and  the  pur- 
chase money,  being  paid  to  the  administrator,  is 
applied  by  him  to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
the  decedent's  estate,  or  is  distributed  to  the 
heirs, — while  the  sale  is  so  far  void  as  to  con- 
vey no  title  at  law,  the  purchaser  nevertheless 
acquires  an  equitable  title  to  the  lands,  whicb 
will  be  recognized  In  a  court  of  equity.  And  he 
may  resort  to  a  court  of  equity  to  compel  the 
heirs  or  devisee  to  elect  a  ratification  or  rescis- 
sion of  the  contract  of  purchase.  It  Is  deemed 
unconscionable  that  the  heirs  or  devisees  should 
reap  the  fruits  of  the  purchaser's  payment  of 
money,  appropriated  to  the  discharge  of  debts, 
which  were  a  charge  on  the  lands,  and  at  the 
same  time  recover  the  lands."- 

In  Brandon  v.  Brown,  100  111.  519,  the  ex- 
ecutor made  a  sale  under  an  order  of  the  county 
court  to  pay  debts,  and  before  the  money  was 
used  the  heirs  recovered  the  property  in  eject- 
ment on  the  ground  of  want  of  Jurisdiction  of 
the  county  court,  and  the  executor  refunded  the 
money  to  the  purchaser,  but  refused  to  charge 
himself  with  the  same  in  the  county  court.  It 
was  held  that,  if  the  heirs  disaffirmed  the  sale, 
they  must  return  the  purchase  money. 

An  administrator's  deed  was  supposed  to  be 
void  in  an  action  of  ejectment  brought  by  heirs. 
The  defense  was  that  the  purchase  money  was 
used  to  pay  debts.  It  was  held  that  the  answer 
should  contain  a   prayer   that  an  account   be 
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taken,  and  that  the  sum  found  to  be  due  tho 
defendant  should  be  declared  to  he  a  Hen  upon 
the  land ;  and  the  Judgment  of  the  court  should 
be  that  the  plaintiff  should  have  possession 
upon  paying  the  defendant  the  sum  so  found 
to  be  due.  Thia  was  not  done  In  the  present 
rage,  and  In  this  particular  the  answer  of  the 
defendant  was  defective.  Sims  ▼.  Gray,  66  Mo. 
613. 

It  is  a  general  rule  that  where  the  debts  paid 
from  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  a  charge  on 
tbe  land,  and  the  administrator's  sale  is  void, 
the  purchaser  will  be  held  entitled  to  restitution 
or  subrogation.  McDonough  v.  Cross,  40  Tex. 
*J51 ;  Caldwell  v.  Palmer,  0  Lea,  652 ;  Fisher  v. 
Hugh.  IXi  i&d.  315,  32  N.  E.  924;  Galveston, 
!!.  &.  8.  A.  It.  Co.  V.  Blakeney,  73  Tex.  180,  11 
S.  W.  174;  Merselis  v.  Vreeland,  8  N.  J.  Eq. 
575. 

So,  where  an  administrator's  sale  was  void, 
aUhough  one  parcel  of  land  sold  for  enough  to 
dischar^se  all  debts,  the  purchaser  was  held  en- 
titled to  a  vendee's  lien  for  money  which  he  had 
paid  on  bis  bid,  and  which  bad  gone  to  release 
land  from  the  burden  of  the  intestate's  debts. 
Jones  V.  French,  92  Ind.  138. 

So,  the  purchaser  at  an  administrator's  sale 
was  held  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  extent 
of  the  purchase  money  applied  In  the  extin- 
guishment of  a  mortgage  on  the  property.  ValI4 
v.  Fleming.  29  Mo,  152.  77  Am.  Dec.  5.'>7.  This 
W2S  an  action  of  ejectment  by  heirs.  The  court 
;^a«d :  ''It  is  immaterial  under  what  form  the 
t^ulty  in  such  cases  is  administered, — whether 
noder  the  name  of  compensation,  as  it  was  done 
in  the  case  of  Bright  v.  Boyd,  1  Story.  478.  Fed. 
<'as.  No.  1.875.  or  under  the  name  of  substitu- 
tion, as  in  the  case  of  Hudgln  v.  Hudgin,  6 
<;r8tt.  320,  52  Am.  Dec.  124,  or,  as  it  is  some- 
times more  conveniently  effected,  by  reviving 
Thi>  encumbrance,  which  the  purchase  money 
hiis  extinguished  in  permitting  it  to  be  used  as 
a  shield  against  a  recovery  at  law.  Peltz  v. 
Oarke,  5  Pet.  482,  8  L.  ed.  199." 

And  in  an  action  of  ejectment  by  heirs  to  re- 
ctfvcr  from  the  purchaser  at  an  administrator's 
5(ale  on  the  ground  that  it  was  void,  it  was  held 
error  to  strike  out  the  defendant's  answer, 
pleading,  as  In  Yall6  v.  Fleming,  29  Mo.  152, 
77  Am.  Dec.  557,  his  equitable  claim.  Jones  v. 
Manly.  58  Mo.  559. 

In  BfKhop  V.  O'Conner,  69  111.  431,  it  was 
<cild  that  in  the  case  of  Vall^  v.  Fleming,  29  Mo. 
1.'2,  77  Am.  Dec.  557,  the  purchase  at 
administrator's  sale  was  subject  to  a  mortgage, 
and  tlie  purchase  money  was  applied  to  the 
sath^f action,  and  the  purchaser  was  subrogated 
to  the  rights  of  the  mortgagee.  The  correct- 
uesm  of  the  decision  was  dcjubted. 

A  sale  was  void  because  the  administrator 
failed  to  give  bond.  The  purchaser  had  paid 
one  third  In  cash,  which  was  used  to  pay  a  Judg- 
ment lien.  There  was  no  formal  rescission,  but 
a  resale,  and  the  first  purchaser  bought  part 
of  the  land.  In  a  suit  by  him  to  obtain  a 
preference,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was 
entitled  to  be  reimbursed,  out  of  the  estate,  the 
sum  of  money  which  he  had  advanced  and  could 
recover  by  bill  In  equity.  Short  v.  Porter,  44 
Miss.  5SZ.  The  court  said  :  "But  the  equity  of 
the  complainant  rests  upon  the  further  impreg- 
nable ground  that  he,  supposing  that  he  was 
acquiring  the  title  of  the  heirs  of  intestate,  at 
the  sale  made  uy  the  administrator,  made  a  cash 

payment    of dollars,    which    was    actually 

a»ed  and  applied  by  the  administrator  to 
discharge  a.  preferred  lien  on  the  land.  As  to 
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the  heirs,  that  application  of  the  money  ex- 
onerated their  property  pro  tanto.  It  went  to 
relieve  an  encumbrance  on  the  land.  They 
would  not  be  permitted  to  recover  back  the  land 
for  the  reason  that  the  probate  decree  and  sale 
were  Invalid,  ond,  therefore,  did  not  devest  their 
title,  except  upon  the  condition  that  they  re- 
store to  the  purchaser  his  money,  or,  rather,  to 
the  extent  of  the  cash  payment." 

Aud  a  purchaser  of  property  under  execution 
was  hold  to  have  the  right  In  equity,  on  the  vo 
covery  of  the  property  from  him  by  a  superior 
title,  to  be  substituted  for  the  creditor,  and  to 
have  his  purchase  money  refunded  by  the  de 
fendaut  In  the  execution,  where  the  execution 
was  against  administrators,  out  of  the  assets  of 
the  estate.  McLaughlin  v.  Daniel,  8  Dana,  182. 
The  court  said :  "According  to  the  principle  re- 
peatedly recognized  by  this  court,  he  has  an 
equitable  right  to  be  substituted  in  the  place  of 
the  creditor,  and  to  have  the  omount  so  paid 
refunded  to  him  out  of  the  estate.  His  equity 
rests  not  upon  the  ground  of  his  want  of  knowl- 
edge as  to  the  title  of  the  slave,  but  on  the 
ground  of  his  having  discharged  a  Judgment 
against  the  estate,  for  which  it  stood  charge- 
able, by  a  purchase  of  property  made  under  the 
coercive  process  of  the  law ;  and,  therefore,  has 
equitable  right  to  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  es- 
tate." 

And  subrogation  was  allowed  the  purchaser 
where  a  guardian  filed  a  bill  against  an.  ex- 
ecutor to  subject  land  devised  to  the  payment 
of  his  debt,  without  making  devisees  parties. 
The  sale  did  not  puss  a  legal  title.  Hudgin  v. 
Hudgln,  6  Gratt.  320,  52  Am.  Dec.  124.  This 
was  on  the  equitable  ground  that  the  purchaser, 
on  disafRrmnnce  of  the  sale,  was  entitled  to  be 
substituted  to  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  and 
that  the  land  should  be  charged  with  the 
amount  of  the  debt  paid  by  him. 

In  Bishop  V.  O'Conner,  09  111.  431.  the  case 
of  Hudgln  V.  Hudgln,  0  Grutt.  320.  52  Am.  Dec. 
124,  was  distingulHhed,  as  there  the  testator  ex- 
pressly charged  the  land  with  the  payment  of 
debts,  and,  the  debts  having  been  paid  by  the 
purchaser  from  funds  arising  from  the  sale  by 
the  executors,  the  heirs  were  required  to  refund 
to  the  purchaser  the  money  he  had  paid  the 
executor,  and  which  had  been  applied  to  the 
encumbrance. 

And  the  purchaser  is  held  entitled  to  relief 
where  it  is  shown  that  the  purchase  money  had 
been  applied  for  the  beneflt  of  the  estate  and 
heirs,  and  the  sale  was  set  aside. 

An  administrator,  under  an  order  of  the  pro 
bate  court,  made  a  void  sale  of  the  horoeHtead 
to  pay  debts.  Jt  was  held  that  the  heirs.  In  an 
actiun  against  the  purchaser  to  recover  the 
laud,  should  offer  to  reHtore  the  purchase  money 
which  they  had  recoivcd.  and  which  had  been 
applied  for  their  benefit.  Stephenson  v.  Mar- 
sal  is,  11  Tex.  Civ.  App.  162,  33  S.  W.  383. 

In  Stults  V.  Brown,  112  Ind.  370,  2  Am.  St, 
Rep.  190,  14  N.  B.  230,  It  was  said  that  a 
purchaser  at  an  administrat9r's  sale  which  had 
been  set  oside  was  held  entitled  to  enforce  a 
vendee's  lien  against  the  land  for  the  amount 
of  the  purchase  money  which  had  been  used  for 
the  beneflt  of  the  estate,  and  to  an  order  re- 
quiring the  administrator  to  resell  the  land  for 
the  payment  of  his  debt.  But  relief  was  de- 
nied in  this  action,  which  was  a  suit  for  specific 
performance.  The  administrator  then  filed  his 
claim  against  the  estate  for  the  amount  paid, 
and  was  defeated.  Thereafter  he  brought  an- 
other suit  on  the  same  matter  against  the  heirs. 
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The  disallowance  of  his  claim  was  held  to  be 
res  judicata.  Stiilts  v.  Forst,  135  Ind.  297,  84 
N.  B.  1125. 

And  the  defendants  in  ejectment  were  held 
entitled  to  an  equitable  counterclaim  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  purchane  money  and  taxes.  Schafer 
V.  Causey,  76  Mo.  365.  This  was  an  action  of 
ejectment  by  hel^s  against  the  purchaser  at  an 
administrator's  sale,  void  because  the  notice 
was  published  In  a  German  newspaper,  and  be- 
cause the  sale  was  approved  at  the  term  of 
court  at  which  it  was  made.  It  was  pleaded 
that  a  small  part,  only,  of  the  purchase  money 
had  been  used  to  pay  the  debts  of  the  estate, 
and  that  the  greater  part  had  been  paid  oyer 
to  the  plaintiffs'  guardian  for  their  benefit. 

But  some  cases  hold  that  the  purchaser  is  not 
entitled  to  relief  where  the  sale  was  unneces- 
sary, and  where  the  purchaser  had  notice  of  the 
want  of  authority  to  make  the  sale,  and  where 
the  sale  was  not  confirmed.  So  where  it  was  not 
shown  that  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  were  used 
to  pay  debts  of  the  estate,  and  the  adminis- 
trator was  the  purchaser.  In  Illinois,  Michigan, 
and  Ohio  It  is  held  that  if  the  debts  paid  are  not 
a  charge  upon  the  land  the  purchaser^  is  not 
entitled  to  reimbursement  or  subrogation  on  set- 
ting aside  the  sale.  In  the  last  state  a  statute 
has  since  provided  relief  in  probate  sales. 

In  Aronstein  v.  Irvine,  48  La.  Ann.  301,  19 
So.  131,  where  the  natural  tutor  as  adminis- 
trator, unnecessarily  caused  the  property  in  the 
succession  to  be  sold  to  pay  debts,  and  became 
the  purchaser,  It  was  held  that  the  minors 
could  maintain  a  suit  against  the  purchaser  un- 
der a  mortgage  made  by  the  tutor,  without 
tendering  the  purchase  price.  The  court  said : 
"But  in  a  case  like  the  Instant  one  there  is  no 
requirement  of  antecedent  legal  tender,  as  'there 
is  no  principle  of  equity  requiring  plaintiffs  to 
tender  to  defendants  before  asserting  their  ab- 
solute title  to  property  belonging  to  them  and 
held  by  defendant  as  a  mere  possessor  without 
title.  All  that  equity  could  possibly  require 
would  be  to  permit  him  to  set  up  his  claim  in 
reconvention,  which  would  not  be  denied.'  '* 

So.  where  an  administrator's  sale  was  void, 
and  there  were  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  ad- 
ministrator sufllcient  to  pay  the  claim  of  the 
purchaser.  It  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was 
not  entitled  to  a  lien  on  the  property  for  his 
purchase  money  in  setting  the  sale  aside.  Ben- 
nett V.  Coldwell,  8  Baxt.  483.  The  court  said : 
''The  law  does  not  make  the  heirs  securities  for 
the  administrator,  nor  make  their  rights  de- 
pendent upon  the  integrity  or  negligence  of  the 
administrator.  Hence,  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  decree  of  the  chancellor  declaring  a 
lien,  and  ordering  a  sale  of  house  and  lot,  was 
erroneous." 

And  a  purchaser  of  personalty  at  an  admin- 
istrator's sale,  having  notice  of  the  want  of  au- 
thority of  the  administrator  to  make  the  sale, 
where  the  sale  was  held  void,  was  held  not  en- 
titled to  recover  the  price  from  an  adminis- 
trator de  bonis  nan,  and  the  payment  was  held 
to  be  voluntary.  Beene  v.  Collenberger,  88  Ala. 
647. 

In  Pool  V.  Ellis,  64  Miss.  555,  1  So.  725, 
where  an  administrator's  sale  was  never  con- 
firmed, it  was  held  the  purchaser  was  under  no 
obligation  to  pay  to  the  administrator  any  por- 
tion of  his  bid  before  confirmation,  and  such 
payment  was  not  binding  upon  the  estate  or  the 
heirs  at  law.  The  court  said :  "The  administra- 
tor held  the  money  as  a  mere  depository  of  the 
purchaser,  and  if  it  was  wasted  or  misappro- 
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priated  by  him  the  loss  must  be  borne  by  the 
purchaser.  .  .  .  The  chancellor,  by  subro- 
gating the  appellant  to  the  righte  of  the  cred- 
itor, to  the  payment  of  whose  debt  against  the 
estate  a  part  of  the  purchase  money  was  ap- 
plied, extended  to  him  the  full  measure  of  re- 
lief to  which  he  was  entitled." 

A  purchaser  of  land  at  an  administrator's 
sale,  where  the  purchaser  was  one  of  the  ad- 
ministrators and  the  sale  was  void  for  that 
reason,  was  held  to  have  no  equity  against  the 
land,  where  it  was  not  shown  that  the  purchase 
money  had  been  applied  to  the  debts  of  the  es- 
tate.   Jayne  v.  Boisgerard,  39  Miss.  796. 

In  Illinois,  Michigan,  and  Ohio  the  purchaser 
at  a  void  administrator's  sale  was  denied  relief 
where  the  money  was  not  used  to  pay  debts 
which  were  a  charge  on  the  land. 

In  Bishop  V.  O'Conner,  69  111.  431,  which  was 
an  action  by  the  assignee  of  the  purchaser  for 
subrogation,  it  was  held  that  a  purchaser  at  an 
administrator's  sale  to  pay  debts,  which  was 
void  for  lack  of  service,  would  not  be  sub- 
rogated to  the  extent  that  money  was  paid  for 
support  of  heirs  or  payment  of  debts.  It  was 
also  held  that,  if  it  was  an  action  against  heirs. 
it  was  barred  by  limitation.  But  it  is  said  that 
a  volunteer  is  not  entitled  to  subrogation,  and 
that  there  is  no  implied  agreement  on  the  part 
of  the  heirs  to  refund. 

After  land  was  given  to  the  devisee  with  the 
executor's  consent,  and  she  had  conveyed  it.  the 
executor  sold  the  land  under  an  order  of  the 
probate  court  to  pay  debts.  The  sale  was  held 
void,  the  executor  having  no  power  to  sell  the 
land.  On  a  bill  to  declare  the  purchase  money 
a  lien  because  the  money  paid  the  executor  was 
used  for  the  estate,  it  was  held  that  the  pur- 
chaser had  no  lien.  Frost  v.  At  wood,  73  Mich. 
67,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  560,  41  N.  W.  96.  The  court 
said :  "It  is  difficult  to  see  bow  the  case  can  be 
affected  by  the  use  which  the  executor  made  of 
the  money.  In  all  probate  sales,  valid  or  in- 
valid, the  officer  making  the  sale  receives  the 
money,  and  usually  appropriates  it.  But  it  never 
has  been  supposed,  and  It  is  not  legally  true, 
that  such  use  creates  any  lien  on  the  premises 
unlawfully  sold.  What  he  receives  without  law- 
ful authority  does  not  concern  the  estate,  and 
he  can  no  more  create  a  lien  by  spending  that 
money  than  by  spending  any  other.  If  the  es- 
tate owes  him,  he  must  pursue  his  remedy  as 
the  law  gives  It,  and  his  claim  must  first  bo 
established  before  he  can  get  any  remedy.  The 
use,  if  made,  is  not  made  for  the  benefit  of  the 
particular  piece  of  land  that  he  attempted  to 
sell,  but  for  the  whole  estate;  and,  if  it  be- 
comes a  claim,  it  is  a  claim  against  the  whole 
estate,  and  not  against  a  part  of  It." 

In  the  above  case  the  executor  had  no  power 
to  dispose  of  the  land  under  the  will,  and  the 
action  of  the  probate  court  in  assessing  and  en- 
larging the  amounts  to  be  contributed  by  the 
devisee  was  without  Jurisdiction  as  there  was 
no  personal  service.  IIow.  Stat.  (Mich.)  ($ 
5818-5820,  providing  for  issuing  executions 
against  the  devisees  in  settling  the  amount  of 
their  liabilities,  were  held  to  be  the  on'y  rem- 
edy, and  they  did  not  declare  a  lien,  and  would 
not  bind  any  specific  property.  In  this  case 
there  was  no  claim  against  the  estate  open  to 
subrogation,  and  no  money  lent  to  the  executor 
or  to  the  estate.  The  court  said :  "In  the  pres- 
ent case,  the  record  does  not  show  that,  if  the 
executor  ha'd  done  his  duty,  the  debts  would  not 
have  been  fully  paid  within  the  proper  stat- 
utory   period,    without  js^y   deficiency    arising. 
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And  when  he  sees  fit  to  allow  all  parties  to  rest 
on  tlie  Idea  that  they  can  do  what  they  will 
vith  their  legacies  and  devises,  the  statute 
gives  him  uo  power  to  recall  them." 

So,  in  Nowler  v.  Colt,  1  Ohio,  519,  13  Am. 
Dec.  640.  It  was  held  that  purchase  money  paid 
to  an  administrator  upon  a  sale  of  intestate's 
land  was  not  a  charge  upon  the  land  where  the 
sale  was  void  and  the  heirs  recovered  the  land. 
Tbe  court  said :  *'The  lands  of  the  deceased 
were  never  legally  char;;ed  with  the  payment. 
Tbe  administrator,  from  whom  the  defendant 
purchased,  had  no  power  over  them,  lie  paid 
his  money  upon  a  mistake  as  to  the  considera- 
tion. The  present  complainants  are  not  the 
parties  to  whom  he  paid  it,  or  with  whom  he 
made  the  contract ;  and  his  right  to  recover 
Uack  his  money  cannot  be  litigated  with  them, 
neither  at  law  nor  in  equity.  We  can  therefore 
make  no  decree  with  respect  to  the  purchase 
money." 

So  it  was  held  that  a  purchaser  could  not 
set  up  an  equity  in  the  estate  of  the  decedent 
by  reason  of  the  payment  of  the  decedent's 
debts  from  his  purchase,  where  a  court  in  Vir- 
jrinia  directed  a  sale  of  Ohio  land  to  pay  the 
debts  of  the  estate  in  Virginia,  and  the  sale  was 
void  as  the  court  had  no  Jurisdiction.  Beall  v. 
Price,  in  Ohio.  3C8,  42  Am.  Dec.  204.  The  court 
Mid  :  "But  no  privity  exists  between  the  cred- 
itors of  Duval  and  the  estate  of  Price,  which 
will  Justify  them  in  reachhig  his  assets,  except 
as  general  creditors  of  Duval,  pursuing  his 
credits.  Neither  does  the  advance  of  money  by 
a  stranger,  upon  a  defective  sale  of  a  decedent's 
lands,  create  an  equity  against  his  estate,  al- 
though the  money  goes  to  pay  his  debts.  It  has 
lieen  held  by  this  court  that  the  rule  of  caveat 
emptor  operates  on  the  purchaser  at  Judicial 
sales,  and  cuts  off  all  right  to  indemnity,  except 
auch  as  may  arise  from  express  warranty." 

8o  in  a  suit  In  equity  by  the  purchaser 
against  heirs  it  was  held  that  no  lien  was  ac- 
quired by  the  purchaser,  and  that,  if  he  had  a 
right  to  recover,  the  administrator  must  be 
made  a.  party.  This  was  in  Lieby  ▼.  Ludlow,  4 
Ohio,  469,  where  a  probate  sale  to  pay  debts 
was  void  because  it  was  proved  that  the  land 
Nold  was  in  a  city,  and  the  order  to  sell  to  pay 
debts  related  to  land  outside  the  city,  and  a 
recovery  from  the  purchaser  was  had  in  eject- 
ment. A  subsefiuent  statute  now  provides  re- 
llet    See  snbdlv.  III.  e,  Statutory  relief, 

e.  Statutory  relief. 

In  some  states  statutory  relief  for  the  pur- 
cbasser  Is  provided.  The  decisions  under  the 
Indiana  statutes  have  all  affirmed  the  pur- 
chaser's right  under  a  void  sale  to  reimburse- 
ment, and  the  same  was  held  in  many  cases 
before  the  statute  recognizing  this  right  was 
passed,  and  some  decisions  since  the  statute 
affirm  tbe  rule  without  noticing  the  statute. 
In  New  York  the  Code  providing  for  redemption, 
and  that  the  title  shall  pass  to  the  grantee  un- 
less the  money  is  paid  to  him  in  twenty  days 
from  tbe  time  the  sale  is  adjudged  void,  is  held 
nnconstitutional. 

In  Stevens  v.  Durrett,  49  Miss.  411,  where  a 
aale  was  Toid  because  made  by  an  administrator 
without  any  order  of  court,  it  was  said  that 
Miss,  act  February  11,  1873,  provides  that 
where  real  estate  has  been  sold  under  probate 
or  chancery  decrees  for  debts  or  distribution, 
and  the  money  has  been  paid  in  good  faith,  and 
has  been  applied  In  ^ood  faith  for  debts  or  dis- 
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tribution,  and  such  sales  are  void,  the  heirs  or 
distributees  recovering  the  same  in  ejectment 
shall  hold  such  real  estate  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  said  purchase  money  to  said  purchaser 
or  any  party  holding  under  him. 

So  a  purchaser  at  a  guardian's  sale  that  was 
void  was  held  entitled  to  an  injunction  against 
a  judgment  in  ejectment  obtained  by  the  heirs, 
where  the  money  was  paid  to  the  guardian,  and 
the  heirs  who  had  become  of  age  had  received 
their  shares.  This  was  held  to  be  on  principles 
of  equity  and  estoppel,  as  well  as  under  Miss, 
act  P'ebruary  11,  1873,  Pamph.  41,  supra. 
Gaines  v.  Kennedy,  53  Miss.  103. 

In  an  action  of  ejectment  by  heirs  of  the  in- 
testate to  recover  land  sold  at  a  void  probate 
sale,  it  was  held,  uuder  this  statute,  that  the 
purchaser  was  entitled  to  an  injunction  to  stay 
the  ejectment  suit  until  the  purchase  money  was 
refunded,  where  it  was  shown  to  have  been  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  debts  of  the  estate. 
Cole  V.  Johnson,  53  Miss.  94.  The  court  said  : 
**Certalnly,  the  most  appropriate,  if  not  the 
only  adequate,  method  of  securing  it  would  be 
by  a  chancery  proceeding.  Independently  of 
this  statute,  however,  a  court  of  equity  has  the 
right  to  charge  tbe  purchase  money  on  the  land 
where  It  is  shown  to  have  been  applied  in  exon- 
eration of  the  liabilities  of  the  estate,  as  was 
decided,  before  the  enactment  of  the  statute, 
In  Short  v.  Porter,  44  Miss.  .'iSS :  and  it  is  well 
settled  that  the  bestowal  of  jurisdiction  on  a 
common-law  court  does  not  devest  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  ii  court  of  equity,  unless  it  is  expressly 
so  enacted.'* 

In  Montour  v.  Purdy.  11  Minn.  384.  88  Am. 
Dec.  88,  Gil.  278,  where  a  guardian's  sale  was 
attacked  by  the  ward  by  an  action  of  eject- 
ment, it  was  held  that  a  tender  of  the  purchase 
money  was  not  a  condition  precedent,  as  pos- 
session might  be  surrendered,  and  the  lien  al- 
lowed, under  Minn,  act  March  3,  1864.  protect- 
ing purchasers  at  executors',  administrators', 
and  guardians'  sales,  and  providing  that,  if  the 
sale  shall  be  void  or  Irregular,  the  purchaser 
shall  have  a  lien  on  the  real  estate  sold  for  the 
purchase  money,  taxes,  and  interest. 

In  Kelly  v.  Burtou,  71  Ind.  118,  which  was 
an  action  to  recover  possession  of  land  where 
the  sale  was  held  not  void  because  of  defect  in 
nunc  pro  tunc  entry  directing  the  sale  withou- 
relief  from  appraisement  laws,  it  was  said  that 
the  Judgment  debtor  could  not  recover  posses- 
sion until  the  purchase  money  had  l)een  refund- 
ed with  interest,  deducting  the  rents,  under  the 
Indiana  Code  (2  Rev.  Stat.  1876.  p.  257.  X  625). 
providing  that,  when  land  sold  by  an  executor, 
guardian,  sheriff,  or  commissioner,  is  recovered 
by  any  person  liable  to  pay  the  judgment,  the 
plaintiff  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a  writ  of  pes 
session  without  having  paid  the  amount  Justly 
due. 

And  under  this  statute  a  purchaser  at  an 
execution  sale,  where  the  property  was  mls- 
descrlbed  and  the  sale  was  void,  was  held  en- 
titled to  be  stibrogated  to  the  rights  of  a 
Judgment  creditor.  Ray  v.  Detchon,  79  Ind.  56. 
In  this  case  the  foreclosure  suit  was  commenced 
by  publication,  and  the  notice  was  void  for  want 
of  sufficient  affidavit,  and  the  land  was  mis 
described  in  the  decree,  and  the  court  had  no 
Jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  one  of  the  de- 
fendants. 

And  the  same  was  held  in  Short  v.  Sears.  93 
Ind.  505.  In  this  case  it  was  said  that  there 
was  no  warranty  in  Judicial  sales.  "But  this 
rule  has  no  application  to  cases  whe|-e  the  pi 
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chaser  Is  asserting  his  rights  against  the  execu- 
tion debtor  or  his  property.  It  was  framed  for 
and  applies  to  a  very  different  class  of  cases." 

And  In  Walton  v.  Cox,  67  Ind.  104,  which  was 
an  action  on  a  covenant  of  warranty,  It  was 
said  that  the  grantee  holding  under  a  void  ad- 
ministrator's sale  in  a  suit  for  eviction  should 
have  set  up  his  claim  under  this  statute. 

A  purchaser  of  school  land  defaulted,  and  the 
mortgage  was  foreclosed,  and  the  land  sold  In 
187G  to  Sterne,  against  whom  there  was  a  Judj;- 
ment  In  1875,  on  which  an  execution  sale  was 
had  In  September,  1877.  Sterne  had  made  a 
mortgage  of  this  land  In  the  Interim.  The 
grantee  of  the  original  purchaser  redeemed  from 
the  sale  under  the  school-fund  mortgage.  It  was 
then  held  that  the  Hen  of  the  purchaser  under 
the  Jiidgmeut  related  back  to  the  time  of  the 
Judgment,  and  was  prior  to  the  lien  of  the 
mortgage  made  In  1876  as  against  the  redemp- 
tion fund.  Puxton  y.  Sterne,  127  Ind.  289,  26 
N.  E.  5rM.  The  court  said :  "That  a  purchaser 
at  a  sheriff's  sale  acquires  by  subrogation  the 
rights  of  the  Judgment  plaintiff,  in  the  event 
that  the  sale  is  ineffective  to  convey  title.  Is  af- 
flrmed  by  our  statute  and  asserted  by  our  de- 
cisions." 

And  a  purcliaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale  on  fore- 
closure was  held  entitled  to  be  subrogated  to 
the  right  of  the  mortgagee,  where  the  sheriff 
did  not  make  sulDcicut  written  memorandum 
of  sale,  and  the  purchaser  failed  in  a  mandamus 
Hult  to  ac(iulre  a  deed.  Bodkin  v.  Merit,  102 
ind.  21»8.  1  N.  E.  025.  The  court  said:  "It  is 
a  familiar  principle  of  equity,  and  is  one  fully 
recognized  by  our  statute  and  decisions,  that 
payment  of  ii  debt  by  a  purchaser  at  an  invalid 
alierilT's  sale  subrogates  the  purchaser  to  the 
rights  of  the  creditor." 

In  Short  v.  Sears.  03  Ind.  505,  It  was  said : 
"A  purchaser  at  u  sherilfs  sale,  who  buys  In 
g(  od  faith,  and  pays  money  which  goes  to  the 
discharge  of  a  Judgment  lien  on  the  execution 
defendant's  land,  is  entitled  to  be  subrogated 
to  the  Hen  of  the  Judgment  creditor.  This  is  a 
general  principle  of  equity,  and  is  not  dependent 
alone  upon  statutory  law.  Our  cases  very  early 
held  that  a  purchaser  might  recover  in  equity 
from  the  execution  defendant  the  amount  paid 
on  his  bid.  and  a  long  line  of  decLsions  has 
maintained  this  doctrine.  .  .  .  The  rule 
has  not  been  confined  to  a  right  to  a  personal 
Judgment  against  the  debtor,  but  has  l)een  ex- 
rendi'd.  as  in  justice  and  equity  it  should  be,  to 
a  right  to  the  Hen  of  the  judgment  paid  by  the 
bid.  .  .  .  The  statute  declares  In  very 
broad  terms  this  general  rule.  Ilev.  Stat.  1881, 
S  1084.  ...  As  the  statute  Is  a  remedial 
one,  and  In  furtherance  of  a  salutary  and  long- 
recoguized  rule,  it  ought  to  receive  a  liberal  con- 
struction." 

I'ndor  Bates's  Ohio  Stat,  ff  5410.  5411,  pro- 
viding that  the  purchaser  at  execution,  execu- 
tors*, guardians,'  and  assignees'  sales,  which  are 
set  aside,  should  be  subrogated  to  the  rights  of 
the  creditor,  and  shall  have  a  Hen,  it  was  held 
that  a  purchaser  at  an  executor's  sale  under  an 
order  of  the  probate  court,  which  was  void,  was 
entitled  to  be  subrogated  to  the  creditor's  rights 
when  the  purchase  money  was  used  to  pay 
debts,  and  the  property  should  be  sold  to  re- 
imburse him.  Wehrle  v.  Wehrle,  30  Ohio  St. 
305. 

But  In  Oilman  v.  Tucker.  128  N.  Y.  100.  13 
L.  R.  A.  304,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  404,  28  N.  B. 
1040,  N.  Y.  Code  Civ.  Proc.  S  1440  (Amended 
Laws  1881,  chap.  OSl),  providing  for  redemp- 
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tlon,  and  that.  If  the  title  of  the  sheriff's 
grantee  in  sales  under  execution  Is  adjudged 
void  in  an  action  brought  by  the  Judgment  debt- 
or, such  Judgment  shall  have  no  force  unless 
within  twenty  days  the  plaintiff  pay  to  such 
grantee  the  money  paid  on  the  sale  with  Inter 
est  and  costs;  and  that,  if  not  paid,  the  title 
shall  vest  in  the  grantee, — was  held  to  be  un- 
constitutional. The  court  said :  "The  obvious 
intention  of  the  act  Is  to  take  away  from  the 
owner  all  remedy  for  the  recovery  of  his  prop 
erty,  except  upon  the  payment  by  him  to  his 
adversary  of  a  sum  of  money  which  must  fre- 
quently be  greater  than  the  value  of  the  proper- 
ty itself.  If  he  remains  in  possession  of  the 
property,  he  is  deprived  of  any  remedy  to  pro- 
tect his  possession,  and  If  his  adversary  has 
succeeded  in  obtaining  possession,  he  is  de 
prived  of  any  remedy  to  recover  it,  except  upon 
the  condition  that  he  pays  as  much,  or  more, 
than  it  Is  probably  worth.  An  owner  may,  there- 
fore, under  this  law,  be  stripped  of  his  prop 
erty  under  a  void  proceeding;  be  turned  out  of 
possession,  and  denied  any  affirmative  relief  in 
the  courts,  unless  upon  the  condition  that  he 
pays  for  the  property  Its  value,  as  deterniiued 
by  a  Judicial  sale,  and.  In  addition  thereto,  a 
sum  for  costs  and  expenses,  the  amount  of 
which  he  has  no  means  of  ascertaining,  and 
which  may  also  exceed  the  value  of  the  prop 
erty  In  litigation."  This  was  an  action  by  the 
Judgment  debtor  to  have  the  sale  declared  void 
because  of  void  execution.  After  Judgment  In 
favor  of  the  debtor  the  purchaser  moved  to  set 
this  asi'Ic  because  he  had  not  been  tendered  the 
purchase  money  under  the  statute.  See  Meyer 
V.  Farmer,  30  La.  Ann.  785  ;  Mclntyre  v.  San- 
ford,  80  N.  Y.  634  :  Lefevre  v.  Laraway.  2*J 
Barb.  1G7,  — subdiv.  III.  g  ;  EHIng  to  Ilarrintftnn. 
17  Mont.  322.  42  Pac.  851,  subdiv.  V.  :  Holt  v. 
Baaon,  72  N.  C.  308,  and  Wood  v.  Genet,  8 
I»alge,  137,  subdiv.  V. 

f.  Proceedings  against  nonreaftfrntB. 

The  purchaser  was  held  not  entitled  to  relief 
where  there  was  no  Hen,  and  the  court  had  no 
Jurisdiction,  and  the  proceedings  were  by  pub- 
lication against  nonresidents. 

A  Judgment  was  rendered  against  a  nonresl 
dent  without  service,  appearance,  or  attach- 
ment, and  no  Hen  was  asserted.  A  sale  there- 
under was  void,  and  it  was  held  that  the  pur- 
chaser under  such  sale  did  not  acquire  a  Hen  for 
the  amount  of  the  debt  paid  by  the  sale.  Grigs- 
by  V.  Barr,  14  Bush,  330. 

In  an  action  oi  attachment  against  a  non- 
resident no  notice  was  given  to  defendant,  and 
the  papers  contained  a  misnomer  by  transposing 
the  initial  letters  of  the  Christian  name.  The 
conveyance  was  In  the  proper  name.  It  was 
held  that  the  proceedings  were  void,  that  the 
court  had  no  Jurisdiction,  and  the  sale  was 
void,  of  which  the  purchaser  should  have  taken 
notice  from  the  record.  It  was  also  held  that 
the  purchaser  was  not  entitled,  in  eqyity.  to  re 
tain  possession  of  the  land  until  he  had  been  re 
Imbursed.  Buchanan  v.  Edmlsien,  1  lierdman 
tXcb.)  420,  05  N.  W.  620.  The  court  said: 
"But  it  Is  insisted,  .  .  .  that  Is  to  say. 
conceding,  for  the  sake  of  discussion,  that  t\w 
attachment  proceedings  are  void  from  their  be- 
ginning to  their  conclusion,  that  the  threshing- 
machine  company  never  had  any  Hen,  and  that 
no  title  passed  pursuant  to  the  pretended  Judi- 
cial sale,  still,  by  reason  of  this  void  proceed 
ing,  void  sale,  and  void  deed,  the  purchaser  has 
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Kiiulred  the  riKht  to  take  and  retain  poBses- 
ftion  of  the  premises  until  he  shall  be  repaid 
riie  amount  of  his  bid.  In  other  words,  that 
the  unliquidated  debt  of  the  appellant  has,  by 
the  means  mentioned,  been  converted  into  an 
rquitable  mortgage  upon  his  lands,  and  the  pur- 
i-bsiser  has  attained  a  position  superior  to  that 
of  a  mortgagee  in  possession.  Appellee  cites 
DO  authority  in  support  of  this  contention, 
vblch  Is  indefensibl^i  in  reason." 

So  it  was  held  that,  a  Judgment  being  void, 
the  sherlflTs  sale  did  not  devest  the  defendant 
of  bis  title,  and  he  was  not  bound  to  refund 
the  purchase  money  paid  to  the  sheriff.  Stegall 
T.  Huff,  54  Tex.  193.  This  was  an  action  by  the 
detendant  In  execution  against  the  purchaser 
to  recover  land  the  purchaser  held  under  an 
execution  sale  based  on  a  Judgment  by  publica- 
tion, where  the  court  had  no  Jurisdiction.  The 
d-urt  said:  "Otherwise  he  might  indirectly  be 
forred  to  pay  an  indebtedness  which  he  did  not 
owe." 

This  case  followed  Edrlngton  v.  Allsbrooks, 
21  Tex.  1S6,  which  was  an  action  for  an  injunc- 
tion against  a  garnishment  Judgment,  and  It 
was  held  that  a  debtor  who  seeks  an  injunction 
against  a  void  Judgment  la  not  obliged  to  bring 
the  money  Into  court  before  he  can  claim  Its 
ialerposltion. 

In  Northcraft  v.  Oliver,  74  Tex.  162,  US. 
H'.  1121,  where  the  purchaser  bought  at  an  exe- 
cution sale  on  a  Judgment  void  because  ren- 
dered on  publication  against  a  nonrctsident,  the 
holrs  brought  ejectment.  The  defendant  plead- 
e<l  that  he  should  be  reimbursed  before  losing 
the  land,  and  also  pleaded  that  the  heirs  could 
not  maintain  this  action,  as  the  right  of  action 
was  in  the  administrator.  This  latter  defense 
was  sustained.  As  to  his  lien,  the  court  said: 
'■The  right  of  the  creditor  of  the  estate  Is  good 
to  defend  against  the  heirs  taking  and  appro- 
priating the  property,  but  this  right  is  no  bet- 
ter to  appropriate  It  exclusively  to  his  own  use 
r.'ian  is  that  of  the  heirs  to  do  the  same  thing. 
The  creditor  protects  himself,  and  at  the  same 
time  all  other  creditors  and  claimants  of  the 
«tate.  by  surrendering  the  estate's  property 
•  nly  to  an  administrator  of  the  estate  In  who»e 
hands  oar  laws  are  so  framed  as  to  provide  for 
Its  proper  distribution." 

See  Uoggs  V.  Fowler,  10  Cal.  559,  76  Am. 
iK-c.  561,  subdlv.  V. 

g.  Fraudulent  tales. 

A  large  number  of  cases  hold  that  a  purchas- 
er who  was  a  participant  in  a  fraudulent  sale  by 
^^ocu^ing  the  property  at  a  sacrifice,  where 
«•«  mpetltion  was  prevented,  or  who  was  a  party 
to  a  fraudulent  Judgment,  was  not  entitled  to 
r»?iief  on  the  ground  that  "he  that  bath  com- 
mitted iniquity  shall  have  no  equity."  Re- 
Hef  has  been  denied  where  an  administrator 
purchased  at  bis  own  sale.  There  are  cases 
where  relief  was  granted  without  discussing  the 
quesition  w^hether  or  not  preventing  bidding,  or 
fraudulently  co-operating  in  the  sale,  Is  suffl- 
clrtit  to  defeat  his  right.  In  some  of  these  re- 
ii-f  was  granted  because  the  sale  was  attacked 
m  equity,  and  the  complainant  was  required  to 
do  e'lulty. 

A  bidder  procured  a  purchase  by  fraudulently 
preventing  other  bids.  It  was  held  that  he  ac- 
Tiired  no  title,  and  the  court  refused  to  relm- 
I'lrse  him,  on  the  maxim  that  "he  that  hath 
mmmltted  iniquity  shall  have  no  equity."  Gnble 
V-  O'Connor,  43  Neb.  49,  61  N.  W.  131.  The 
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court  said :  *'The  sale  to  appellant  was  void 
because  of  his  wrongful  and  fraudulent  acts  at 
the  time  of  the  sale,  and  he  acquired  no  title  as 
against  appellees,  and  is  not  entitled  to  have  the 
money  paid  out  by  him  refunded ;  and  this  last, 
not  by  way  of  punishment,  and  not  that  the 
court  would  help  or  desire  to  aid  appellees  be- 
yond the  demands  of  Justice  and  equity,  but  be- 
cause, by  his  own  wrong,  the  appellant  has 
placed  himself  In  such  a* position  that  the  court 
is  unable  to  grant  him  relief 

An  administrator  purchased  land  of  an  Intes- 
tate at  sheriff's  sale  on  a  Judgment  recovered 
for  an  alleged  debt  of  the  intestate.  In  eject- 
ment brought  hy  heirs  of  the  intestate  alleging 
the  Judgment  to  be  fraudulent,  it  was  held  that, 
if  the  debt  was  not  shown  to  be  bona  tide,  and 
if  the  admtnlKtrator  had  assets  to  pay  it,  the 
heirs  could  recover  the  land  ag:iinst  the  admin- 
istrator on  the  ground  of  fraud,  without  ten- 
dering the  money  paid  or  the  value  of  the  im- 
provements. Kiddie  v.  Murphy,  7  Serg.  &  R. 
230. 

So,  In  an  action  of  ejectment  by  devisees 
against  the  purchaser  at  sheriff's  sale,  where 
the  purchaser  had  fraudulently  misrepresented 
the  land  at  the  sale  so  as  to  acquire  it  at  a  low 
price.  It  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  did  not 
have  to  tender  to  the  purchaser  the  money  paid 
In  order  to  recover.  Gilbert  v.  Hoffman,  2 
Watts,  06,  26  Am.  Dec.  103.  In  this  case  the 
court  said :  "In  the  case  at  bar,  Daniel  Gilbert 
has  a  title  to  the  land,  as  the  devisee  of  his 
father  Leonard,  which  Is  not  In  the  slightest 
degree  Impaired  by  the  deed  of  the  sheriff, 
which  is  ab  initio  void,  by  reason  of  the  fraud 
practised  at  the  sale.  .  .  .  This  oplAion. 
It  must  be  observed.  Is  grounded  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  purchaser  was  guilty  of  such  fraud 
as  avoids  the  sheriff's  sale.  Whether  there  was 
actual  fraud  will  be  for  the  Jury  to  decide  on 
another  trial." 

So  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not 
hold  the  title  ns  security  for  the  purchase 
money  advanced,  or  anything  else,  where  he 
prevented  bidding  by  fraudulently  representing 
that  he  was  buying  the  property  for  the  family 
of  the  defendant  In  execution,  and  that  the 
purchaser  would  take  It  charged  with  liens 
which  he  knew  the  sale  would  devest.  McCan- 
key  V.  Graff,  23  Pa.  321,  62  Am.  Dec.  336.  It 
was  also  held  that  the  plaintiff  In  ejectment 
was  not  bound  to  tender  the  purchase  money 
before  trial,  nor  to  take  a  conditional  verdict 
by  which  he  would  be  compelled  to  pay  it  after- 
wards. 

Two  lots  amounting  to  446  acres  were  struck 
off  for  $13.  The  sale  was  set  aside  as  fraudu- 
lent on  the  part  of  the  sheriff.  The  purchaser 
had  assigned  his  bid,  and  the  sheriff  had  con- 
veyed to  the  a&Hignec.  It  wos  held  that  he  was 
not  entitled  to  any  protection  in  his  purchase. 
'I'lernan  v.  Wilson.  6  Johns.  I'h.  411.  The  court 
made  no  disposition  as  regards  the  purchase 
money.  The  sheriff  was  decreed  to  pay  the 
costs. 

A  sale  was  set  aside  for  fraud.  It  was  held 
that  the  purchaser  was  not  entitled  to  equitable 
relief  for  the  purchase  money  paid.  Teas  v. 
McDonald,  13  Tex.  349,  65  Am.  Dec.  60,  The 
court  said :  "But  in  this  case.  If  Teas,  the 
purchaser  of  the  property,  was  chargeable  with 
notice  of  the  facts,  as  we  think  he  was,  he  Is 
to  be  deemed  to  have  purchased  with  a  knowl 
eilge  of  the  fact  that  the  Judgment  debtor, 
whose  property  he  purchased,  though  legally 
liable  to  the  plaintiff  in  executlon|r^$(et,  as  be- 
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tween  blni  and  hla  codefendant  Cotton,  was  not 
equitably  liable;  for  that  he  had  paid  his  pro- 
portion of  the  debt,  and  really  owed  nothing-; 
and  that  his  codefendant  Cotton,  who  pointed 
out  the  property,  was  the  sole  debtor,  out  of 
whose  property  the  debt  should  have  been  col- 
lected ;  and  that  he  was  held  so  liable  by  the 
plaintiff  in  execution,  who  did  not  desire  the 
property  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  suit  to  be  sold 
in  satisfaction  of  his  Judgment." 

An  administrator  in  a  mortgage  foreclosure 
was  the  purchaser.  The  purchaser  had  pre- 
viously contracted  to  sell  the  land,  and  his  ven- 
dee was  to  abstain  from  bidding,  and  his  vendee 
subsequently  paid  him  for  the  land.  It  was 
held  that  the  combination  not  to  bid  rendered 
the  sale  void,  and  that  the  vendee  could  not 
claim  a  return  of  the  price  on  setting  aside  the 
sale  under  La.  Rev.  Civ.  Code,  ft  2505,  provid- 
ing that  the  seller,  in  case  of  eviction,  was  en- 
titled to  restitution  of  the  price,  except  that 
this  shall  not  be  the  case  where  the  buyer,  at 
the  time  of  sale,  was  aware  of  the  danger  of 
eviction,  and  purchased  at  his  peril.  Meyer  v. 
Farmer,  36  La.  Ann.  785. 

In  Fornlquet  v.  Forstall,  34  Miss.  87,  where 
an  administrator  at  his  own  sale  had  made  a 
fraudulent  combination  with  the  purchaser  to 
buy  for  the  benefit  of  the  administrator,  and 
had  sacrificed  the  property,  and  had  colluded 
with  subvendees  to  dispose  of  the  same,  it  was 
held,  in  an  action  by  the  administrator  de  bonis 
non  to  recover  the  property,  that  he  did  not 
have  to  tender  the  purchase  mouej',  as  such 
purchasers  could  not  require  that  before  the 
party  entitled  shall  recover  his  just  rights  he 
shouVd  be  compelled  to  pay  them  what  they 
have  knowingly  seen  fit  to  pay  in  order  to  de- 
prive him  of  his  property. 

In  Hampton  t.  Hampton,  9  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
407,  29  S.  W.  423,  where  a  guardian's  sale  to 
his  wife  was  set  aside,  under  Tex.  Rev.  Stat  I 
2582,  providing  that.  If  a  guardian  is  the  pur- 
chaser, directly  or  indirectly,  the  sale  shall  be 
void,  and  shall  be  set  aside,  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  purchaser  was  entitled  to  a  return  of 
the  purchase  money  was  not  decided.  The 
court  said :  "Whether,  under  the  terms  of 
this  statute,  that  character  of  decree  could  be 
entered,  we  need  not  decide.  But  it  is  not  be- 
lieved that  such  conditions  should  be  imposed 
where  the  sale  is  one  forbidden  by  law,  and 
those  who  have  become  interested  were  in- 
formed of  the  fact  when  they  purchased ;  and 
it  does  not  appear  that,  assuming  the  gruardian 
had  received  the  purchase  money,  the  minors 
derived  any  benefit  from  the  sale.  Conceding 
that  plaintiffs  may  have  had  recourse  on  the 
guardian  and  his  sureties,  we  conclude  that  this 
fact  would  not  interfere  with  their  prosecution 
of  this  remedy,  if  they  so  elected." 

In  other  cases  where  bidding  was  prevented 
the  purchaser  was  allowed  a  lien  for  his  pur- 
chase money,  without  discusslnp  the  effect  of 
fraud  on  the  right  of  subrogation. 

An  assignee  of  a  rent  note  went  to  a  tax- 
foreclosure  sale  to  procure  the  title  for  one  of 
the  heirs.  A  lessee  was  present,  and  made  ar- 
rangements to  buy  the  pr()i)erty  and  protect  the 
assignee,  and  he  procured  the  title,  but  failed 
to  carry  out  his  contract  for  the  heirs.  The 
lessee  purchased  a  140-acre  lease  for  a  period 
of  seven  years,  fairly  worth  $1,500,  for  which 
he  paid  but  $455.  The  sale  was  set  aside,  and 
the  lessee  who  had  paid  the  purchase  price  of 
the  renin  1  was  held  entitled  to  the  equitable  lien 
of  a  vendee  to  the  extent  of  the  sum  he  had  paid. 
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Stuart  V.  Brown,  135  Ind.  232,  34  N.  R.  076. 
The  court  held  that  he  was  bound  by  his  con- 
tract to  purchase  for  the  benefit  of  the  heir, 
made  with  the  heir's  agent  at  the  sale.  This 
was  a  suit  by  the  heirs  to  set  aside  the  sale, 
and  the  purchaser  contended  that  plaint ifTs 
were  not  entitled  to  equity  by  reason  of  their 
frauduJent  agreement  to  prevent  competition, 
and  he  claimed,  in  the  event  of  the  sale  bein^ 
set  aside,  the  right  of  subrogation.  The  court 
characterizes  his  purchase  as  fraudulent,  but 
does  not  discuss  the  effect  of  that  fraud  upon 
his  right  of  subrogation. 

So,  where  a  bidder  prevented  competition  by 
his  agent  representing  that  the  purchase  was 
for  a  home  for  an  aged  and  dependent  mother 
of  the  purchaser,  and  the  property  was  sacri- 
ficed, the  sale  was  held  void,  and  was  set  aside 
as  fraudulent,  because  such  a  purchase  was  con- 
trary to  public  policy.  It  was  held  that  the 
purchaser  was  entitled  to  have  tte  purchase 
money  refunded  which  had  been  applied  to  pay 
on  complainant's  debt,  and  that  a  lien  should 
be  allowed  on  the  land  for  the  same.  Bunts 
V.  Cole,  7  Blackf.  265,  41  Am.  Dec.  226.  The 
court  does  not  discuss  the  effect  of  such  conduct 
on  the  right  of  the  purchaser  to  subrogation. 

So  where  an  administrator  bought  real  es- 
tate at  his  own  sale,  and  a  suit  to  set  aside  the 
sale  was  brought  at  the  instance  of  the  heirs, 
it  was  said  that,  where  the  administrator  had 
been  allowed  to  make  lasting  improvements 
without  objection,  "It  may  be  good  ground  in 
equity  for  reimbursing  him  therefor  out  of  the 
first  moneys  arising  from  resale  of  the  property 
as  was  ordered  by  the  court,  but  when  this  Is 
done  he  cannot  equitably  claim  anything  more." 
Potter  V.  Smith,  36  Ind.  231. 

A  bill  was  filed  by  minors  to  set  aside  a 
guardian's  sale  where  the  purchaser  had  pre- 
vented bidding.  The  sale  was  set  aside.  It 
was  held  that  the  purchaser  should  be  reim- 
bursed the  payment  made,  which  had  been  ap- 
plied to  an  existing  mortgage  and  6  per  cent 
interest,  but  he  was  denied  the  right  of  subro- 
gatiou  to  the  mortgage  bearing  10  per  cent 
interest.  Devlne  v.  IJarkness,  117  III.  145.  7 
N.  E.  52.  The  court  said  :  'Taying  the  mort- 
gage debt  to  the  mortgagee  was  no  more  than 
paying  the  amount  of  It  to  the  guardian,  and 
was  but  paying  appellant's  bid  for  the  land. 
The  payment  was  one  made  in  wrong,  in  the  car- 
rying out  of  a  wrongful  purchase,  and  presents 
no  rase  for  the  application  of  the  equitable 
doctrine  of  subrogation."  The  court  does  not 
discuss  further  than  is  stated  above  the  effect 
on  Subrogation  of  the  fraud  of  the  purchaser  ; 
but  the  case  seems  to  turn  only  on  the  proposi- 
tion as  to  whether  he  was  to  get  6  per  cent,  or 
whether  he  was  entitled  to  the  10  per  cent 
called  for  In  the  mortgage.  ^ 

A  sale  under  attachment  .f  four  lots  in  a 
body,  which  were  divisible  and  worth  eight 
times  the  amount  of  the  debt,  was  held  to  be 
fraudulent  and  a  breach  of  trust  on  the  part  of 
the  auditors,  who  were  authorized  to  sell  only 
so  much  of  the  land  as  was  necessary  to  satisfy 
the  debts  of  the  plaintiff.  It  was  held  that  the 
sale  should  be  set  aside  with  liberty  to  the  own- 
ers to  apply  for  an  injunction  in  case  the  plain- 
tiff in  attachment,  who  was  the  purchaser,  upon 
being  tendered  the  amount,  refused  to  acknowl- 
edge satisfaction.  Johuson  y.  Garrett,  16  N. 
J.  Eq.  31. 

A  purchase  by  an  executor  at  an  orphans* 
court  sale  for  the  payment  of  debts  was  held 
voidable  by  the  heir,  and  the^^rchaserywas  held 
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«DtitIed  to  be  repaid  the  purchase  money,  which 
was  applied  to  the  payment  of  Judgments 
against  the  cestui  que  trust,  who  was  an  habit- 
aai  drunkard,  where  these  payments  were  as- 
ft^'Dtpd  to  bj  his  committee.  And  this  also  ap- 
plied to  payments  dut  of  the  purchase  money, 
made  by  oi*der  of  tlie  orphans*  court  after  the 
suit  brought  to  set  aside  the  sale.  Beeson  v. 
Beeson.  0  l*a.  279. 

In  Mclntyre  v.  Sanford,  89  N.  Y.  634,  it  was 
held  that  N.  Y.  Code  Civ.  Proc.  I  1440,  as 
amended  by  Laws  1881,  chap.  681,  I  2,  providing 
that.  If  the  title  of  one  claiming  under  a  sher- 
ilTs  deed  sold  on  execution  Is  adjudged  void,  a 
Jndionent  shall  have  no  force  unless  the  plain- 
tiff «hall  pay  the  amount  paid  on  the  sale,  did 
not  apply  where  the  purchaser  and  the  sheriff 
had  fraudulently  colluded ;  but  in  an  equitable 
action  to  set  aside  the  sale  it  was  held  that  the 
plaintiff  should  refund  to  the  purchaser  the 
amount  of  the  Judgment  with  interest. 

Under  2  N.  Y.  Uev.  Stat.  326,  i  62,  provid- 
ing that  no  guardian  of  any  infant  party  to  the 
suit  shall  purchase  any  lands  except  for  the 
beneiit  of  such  Infant,  and  that  all  sales  con- 
trary to  this  provision  shall  be  void,  a  purchase 
<if  infant's  property  at  a  partition  sale  was 
held  void,  and  the  purchaser  was  held  entitled 
to  the  purchase  money  paid  and  interest,  but 
was  denied  costs  or  expenses  and  damages,  as 
thp  purchase  was  void.  Lefevre  v.  Laraway,  22 
Barb.  167. 

And  in  Mulford  v.  Bo  wen,  9  N.  J.  Eq.  797, 
where  an  administrator  was  a  purchaser  at  his 
own  sale  through  another  party,  and  the  heirs 
brought  ejectment,  it  was  held  that  the  pur- 
cba^r  could  maintain  a  bill  in  equity  to  restrain 
the  ejectment  suit  until  the  equitable  rights  of 
th%  purchaser  could  be  ascertained. 

So,  where  an  heir  had  recovered  in  eject- 
ment property  sold  by  an  administrator  under 
a  decree  of  the  orphans'  court  for  the  payment 
of  debts,  and  the  administrator  was  the  pur- 
chaser through  another  party,  and  the  sale  was 
fraudulent  and  void  as  against  the  heir,  and  the 
heir  brought  a  bill  for  an  accounting  and  par- 
tition, it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  had  no 
ground  of  complaint  where  he  was  allowed  his 
advances  with  interest.  Obert  v.  Obert,  12  N. 
J.  Eq.  423. 

In  Barbour  ▼.  Morris,  6  B.  Mon.  120,  where 
land  was  sold  under  executions  against  the  heirH 
and  administrator,  and  the  administrator  col- 
luded with  the  purchaser  to  prevent  competi- 
tion and  to  acquire  the  tract  for  their  Joint 
benefit,  and  the  sale  was  set  aside  as  fraudulent, 
in  a  suit  in  equity  it  was  held  that  the  com- 
;>iainant  should  only  be-  granted  equity  upon 
rhe  terms  of  doing  equity,  and  that  the  pur- 
'.baser  should  be  reimbursed  the  amount  of  the 
judgments  extingul$<hed  by  the  sale,  deducting 
the  amount  of  rents  received. 

A  purchase  by  an  administrator  of  a  head 
rii>ht,  under  nn  order  of  the  probate  court  al- 
lowing the  administrator  to  .take  the  land  for 
bis  claim,  was  void,  but  it  was  held  that  tbo 
heirs  must  reimburse  the  purchaser  before  thoy 
*:•  Did  recover  the  land.  Halscy  v.  Jones,  86 
Tex.  48«,  25  S.  \V.  606. 

Purchase  by  guardian,  see  Campbell  v.  Lac- 
lede Gaslight  Co.  84  Mo.  352,  subdiv.  III.,  d, 
1;  purchase  by  administrator,  see  Jayne  y. 
Bolsgerardp  39  Miss.  796,  subdiv.  III.  d,  2. 

IV.  Relief  hy  action  'against  the  debtor. 

The  weight  of  authority  holds  that  the  pur- 
«9  L-  R.  A. 


chaser  whose  money  has  been  used  to  extin- 
guish the  debt  of  the  defendant  may  maintain 
against  the  latter  a  suit  in  equity  in  the  nature 
of  assumpsit,  and  may  recover  from  him  the 
money  paid,  on  the  sale  being  set  aside.  This 
rule  is  applied  notwithstanding  the  purchaser 
may  have  paid  the  money  under  a  mistake  of 
law.  But  relief  was  denied  In  a  purchase  of 
chattels  where  the  purchaser  failed  to  obtain 
possession,  and  It  was  not  shown  that  the  sher- 
ilT  had  paid  out  the  money. 

So  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  re- 
cover from  the  defendant  in  execution  for 
whose  benefit  the  purchase  money  had  been 
paid,  where  property  of  defendant  was  sold  at 
sheriff's  sale,  and  the  sale  was  invalid  because 
the  property  was  exempt  as  a  homestead.  It 
was  further  held  that  the  purchaser  had  not 
waived  his  right  by  falling  to  plead  In  the 
ejectment  suit,  wherein  he  lost  the  property. 
Stone  V.  Darnell,  25  Tex.  Supp.  430,  78  Am. 
Dec.  582.  The  court  said :  "Though  a  party 
may  plead  a  demand  in  reconvention,  he  is  not 
obliged  to  do  so,  nor  is  he  precluded  of  his  ac- 
tion by  his  failure  so  to  plead." 

In  an  action  by  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale 
against  the  defendant  for  failure  of  considera- 
tion. It  w^as  held  that  the  purchaser  was  en- 
titled to  recover  of  the  defendant  the  purchase 
money,  where  the  sheriff  had  misdescribed  the 
land,  and  the  purchase  mi.ney  had  been  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  Judgment.  McLean 
V.  Martin,  45  Mo.  393.  The  court  said :  "The 
plaintiff  bought  at  a  fair  sale,  and  paid  his 
money ;  that  money  was  regularly  paid  to  the 
creditor,  and  went  to  extinguish  the  Judgment 
against  the  debtor.  It  was,  then,  so  much 
paid  for  the  use  and  benefit  of  the  debtor.  The 
debtor  supposed  that  his  land  was  sold,  and  sur- 
rendered it  to  the  purchaser,  who  moved  on  it 
and  made  Improvements.  Afterwards,  ascer- 
taining the  misdescription  and  finding  the  mis 
take,  the  debtor  regains  possession  and  now 
claims  the  land,  and  refuses  to  refund  the 
money  which  the  purchaser  paid  for  his  use. 
and  which  wns  applied  to  the  discbarge  of  his 
debts.  In  other  words,  he  avails  himself  of  the 
beneiits  of  the  payment,  and  holds  onto  the  land 
besides.  The  claim  is  grossly  inequitable  and 
unjust,  and  ought  not  to  be  allowed,  and  I  see 
no  reason  why  the  action  is  not  maintainable." 

So  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  plead 
as  an  cqultnhle  set-off  for  damages  the  purchase 
money  paid  by  him,  where  a  purchaser  under  a 
void  execution  sale  was  sued  In  trespass  by  the 
defendant,  who  was  Insolvent.  Geoghegan  v. 
Ditto,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  433,  74  Am.  Dec.  413. 

And  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  was  en- 
titled in  equity  to  maintain  an  action  against 
the  Judgment  debtor  for  the  amount  of  his  pur- 
chase. Hawkins  v.  Miller,  26  Ind.  173.  In 
this  case  a  mortgage  foreclosure  was  held  void. 
The  court  said  :  "The  Judgment  defendant  was 
guilty  of  a  wrong  In  refusing  to  pay  his  debt, 
lie  persisted  in  that  wrong  by  allowing  process 
to  Issue  on  the  Judgment  against  him.  He 
stood  by  and  took  no  steps  to  have  the  process 
set  aside,  and  allowed  the  sheriff's  sale  to  take 
plate.  The  plaintiff  in  good  faith  paid  his 
money.  It  Is  true,  under  a  mistake  of  law,  but 
the  defendant  got  the  beneilt  of  that  mistake ; 
he  remained  In  the  pos.«iessIon  of  the  land  sold, 
and  finally  defeated  the  plaintiff  In  the  suit  to 
recover  possession  of  the  premises.  L'nder  such 
circumslauces.  this  court  is  not  Inclined  to  look 
after  fancied  distinctions  which  have  no  founda- 
tion in  reason." 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


50 


Kentucky  Court  of  Appeals. 


Jan., 


A  receiyer  of  a  partnership  sued  one  of  a  firm, 
but  before  levy  the  property  was  fraudulently 
conveyed.  Execution  was  levied  upon  the  prop- 
erty, and  the  other  partner  became  the  pur- 
chaser. In  a  suit  by  him  to  set  aside  the 
fraudulent  conveyance  a  decree  was  had  setting 
It  aside,  and  also  the  sheriff's  sale  to  the  plain- 
tiff. On  the  question  of  subrogation,  it  was 
held  that  the  purchaser  was  an  ordinary  vendee 
at  sheriff's  sale,  and  that  the  amount  which  be 
paid  to  the  sheriff  operated  as  a  discharge  pro 
tanto  of  the  judgment,  and  that,  the  Judgment 
being  satisfied,  there  could  be  no  substitution. 
It  was  further  held  that,  as  the  money  advanced 
on  the  void  sale  was  paid  to  the  use  of  the  exe- 
cution defendant,  the  administrator,  and  not 
the  heir  of  plaintiff,  was  entitled  to  recover  it. 
Itlchmond  v.  Marston,  15  Ind.  134.  The  court 
said :  "The  sheriff's  sale  being  a  nullity,  the 
administrator  of  Marston  may  have  the  right, 
by  suit  against  Uichmond  [the  defendant],  to 
recover  the  money  paid  to  the  sheriff  on  the 
void  sale." 

But  a  purchaser  was  held  not  entitled  to 
maintain  a  suit  against  the  debtor  for  the 
amount  paid,  where  an  execution  levy  was  made 
on  the  interest  of  the  defendant  in  slaves,  and 
the  sale  was  void  because  the  property  was  not 
in  the  possession  of  the  sheriff.  Brown  v. 
Lane,  li)  Tex.  203.  This  was  because  the  pur- 
chaser did  not  get  such  possession  or  title  as 
ever  could  have  been  matured  into  a  good  right, 
and  it  was  not  shown  that  the  sheriff  had  paid 
the  money,  and  it  did  not  appear  whether  the 
purchaser  gave  a  fair  value,  or  b(<ught  on  specu- 
lation at  an  unconscionable  price.  This  was  an 
action  by  a  purcha.ser  to  recover  an  undivided 
interest  in  certain  slaves.  The  validity  of  the 
sale  was  attacked,  and  ihe  plaintiff  then 
claimed  Judgment  against  the  defendant  for  the 
amount  he  had  pa*d,  and  which  he  alleged  bad 
gone  to  discharge  the  indebtedness  of  the  defend- 
ant in  the  execution.  The  court  said :  '*The 
extent  to  which  our  decisions  go,  so  far,  is  that 
a  bona  tide  purchaser,  who  has  been  sued  to  va- 
cate his  title,  will  not  be  required  to  abandon 
his  possession  and  title,  until  his  purchase 
money  Is  refunded  to  him.  It  is  necessarily  Im- 
plied in  this,  that  the  sale  is  such  as  to  vest 
the  possession,  either  actually  or  constructively, 
in  the  purchaser ;  that  he  paid  money  which 
was  applied  to  the  use  of  defendant ;  that  he 
paid  a  fair  price. —  such  as  would  constitute  a 
consideration  in  good  con.sdence ;  and  generally 
that  he  should  not  be  a  participant  in  any  fraud 
connected  with  the  sale." 

Cases  where  the  purchaser  failed  to  secure 
the  property  because  it  was  owned  by  a  third 
person,  and  the  purchaser  sued  the  debtor,  are 
not  included  in  this  note. 

V.  Relief  by   action  against   the  creditor. 

The  weight  of  authority  is  that,  in  the  event 
of  the  sale  being  set  aside,  and  in  the  absence 
of  other  relief  given  by  statute,  the  purchaser 
may  recoeer  the  purchase  money  in  an  equitable 
action  for  money  had  and  received  against  the 
creditor  procuring  the  sale,  on  the  ground  of 
mistake  and  failure  of  consideration,  and  im- 
plied promise  to  return  the  same.  The  remedy 
against  the  creditor  is  also  given  in  some  states 
by  statute.  So  where  the  creditor  held  another 
prior  Hen,  and  did  not  disclose  it  at  the  sale, 
the  purchaser  was  held  entitled  to  have  the 
sale  set  aside,  and  the  creditor  was  compelled  to 
kuh.u  ol  release  his  lieu.  Uelief  was  refused 
Gl)  L.  K.  A. 


where  the  remedy  of  subrogation  was  sufficient. 

So,  the  purchaser  at  a  void  execution  sale 
was  held  entitled  to  recover,  in  an  equitable  ac- 
tion for  money  had  and  received,  the  amount  of 
his  purchase  money  from  t)\e  party  who  pro- 
cured the  sale.  Schwinger  v.  Ilickok,  53  N.  Y. 
280.  In  this  case  on  a  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage by  publication  a  personal  deficiency  jung- 
ment  was  taken  without  Jurisdiction.  The 
court  said  that  knowledge  of  the  invalidity  of 
process  "will  not  be  imputed  to  the  purchaser 
at  such  sale  in  order  to  make  out  that  the  pay- 
ment was  voluntary." 

And  in  Chapman  v.  Brooklyn,  40  N.  T.  372. 
which  was  a  suit  by  the  purchaser  against  the 
city  under  a  Judicial  sale  for  taxes,  which  was 
void  because  the  lots  sold  were  not  owned  by 
the  persons  named  as  the  owners,  it  was  held 
that  the  purchaser  could  recover,  applying  the 
principle  that,  when  the  consideration  appears 
to  be  valuable  and  sufHclent,  but  turns  out  to  1><^ 
wholly  false,  then  a  promise  resting  on  this 
consideration  is  no  longer  obligatory,  and  the 
party  paying  money  can  recover  it  back. 

And  In  Ward  v.  Southerland,  Peck  (Tenn.  I 
Appx.,  where  the  sale  was  void,  the  purchaser 
was  held  entitled  to  maintain  a  bill  In  equity 
against  the  plaintiff  In  execution  to  recover  the 
purchase  money  on  the  ground  of  misstatements 
of  the  plaintiff  In  execution,  and  that  the  money 
was  paid  under  a  mistake.  In  this  case  the 
creditor  obtained  a  Judgment,  and  after  the 
death  of  the  debtor  issued  a  scI.  fa.  against  the 
heirs  without  any  executor,  and  on  return  of 
the  s<'l.  fa.  had  the  execution  awarded  against 
the  heirs,  and  then  sold  the  Judgment  to  the 
purchaser  on  the  representation  that  they  ac- 
quired a  good  title,  and  the  plaintiffs  then  pur- 
chased at  the  execution  sale. 

And  where  a  sale  was  had  in  partition,  and 
no  guardian  ad  litem  had  been  appointed  for 
an  infant  defendant,  the  purchaser  was  dis- 
charged from  his  bid,  and  held  entitled  to  bis 
costs,  as  there  was  no  fund  out  of  which  he 
could  be  paid.  It  was  held  to  be  proper  prac- 
tice to  compel  the  complainants  to  pay  them  in 
the  tirst  instance.  Kohler  v.  Kohler,  2  Edw. 
Ch.  60. 

So  a  purchaser  of  land  having  paid  the  pur- 
chase money,  and  the  sale  having  been  set  aside, 
was  held  entitled  to  a  return  of  the  money  frook 
the  parties  by  whom  It  was  received.  Salter  v. 
Dunn,  1  Bush,  311.  The  court  said:  "But  In 
the  case  of  Bowman  v.  Melton,  2  Bibb,  151,  tliis 
court  held,  where  a  mortgagee  obtained  a  juiX^- 
ment  of  foreclosure  and  sale  of  the  mortgaged 
property,  and  it  was  afterwards  ascertained  that 
the  mortgagor  did  not  own  the  property  and  the 
purchaser  lost  it,  that  the  mortgagee  was  bound 
to  refund  the  money  to  the  purchaser.  In  such 
cases  the  property  Is  sold  at  the  instance  and 
by  the  procurement  of  the  plaintiff,  and  by  hts 
proceedings  for  that  specific  purpose,  which  is 
not  the  case  under  execution,  when  the  levy  and 
sale  is  the  act  of  the  officer  of  the  law." 

After  an  administrator's  sale  the  purchaser 
learned  for  the  first  time  that  a  building  on 
the  land  was  partially  on  other  land,  and  did 
not  belong  to  the  estate.  The  administrator 
retained  $100,  the  first  payment,  and  resold  the 
land  after  acquiring  a  quitclaim  deed  for  the 
land  covered  by  the  building.  In  an  action  by 
the  purchaser  against  the  administrator  it  was 
held  to  be  no  defense  that  the  defendant  had 
accounted  for  the  money  to  the  probate  court' 
as  belonging  to  the  estate  where  he  had  knowl- 
edge  of  plaintiff's   claim.     This    was    on    the 
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round  of  mutual  mistake.  McKay  v.  Coleman, 
S5  Mich.  60,  48  N.  W.  203.  Tbe  court  said : 
- Inder  this  state  of  facts,  the  plaintiff  cannot. 
In  the  lan^age  of  the  announcement  made  by 
the  defendant,  be  held  to  be  ^llty  of  default 
in  not  paylni;  his  bid.  It  Is  clear  that,  under 
these  circumstances,  the  defendant  could  not 
hflfe  enforced  payment,  because  he  could  not 
bimself  fuliil  the  conditions  of  the  sale  as  they 
vere  mutually  understood  between  them.  The 
forfeiture  of  the  money  paid  must  be  determined 
Ij  the  ability  of  the  defendant  to  perform  the 
contract  as  mutually  understood.  The  Inabil- 
itj  of  the  defendant  to  perform  relieyed  the 
plaintiff  from  the  forfeiture.** 

A  sale  under  execution  was  made  of  the 
«<iuity  of  redemption ;'  but  the  fact  that  the 
judgment  creditor  held  a  mortgage  also  was  not 
disclosed,  although  he  was  present  at  the  sher- 
ilTs  sale.  It  was  held  that  tbe  purchaser  had 
t  right  to  maintain  an  action  to  set  aside  the 
Mle.  and  to  require  the  creditor  to  refund  the 
purchase  money  or  release  his  mortgage.  Wol- 
fi  rd  V.  I'helps,  2  J.  J.  Marsh.  31. 

And  where  the  court  required  a  bond  condi- 
tioned for  the  repayment  into  court  of  the  pur- 
chase money  In  the  event  of  the  confirmation  of 
the  Kale  being  reversed,  and  on  the  execution 
uf  the  bond  the  marshal  paid  the  complainant 
from  the  purchase  money  received,  and  the  case 
was  reversed,  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser 
whose  money  had  been  wrongfully  appropriated 
to  the  satisfaction  of  the  judgment  could  main- 
tain an  action  upon  the  bond.  Lamb  v.  Ewing, 
4  C  C.  A-  320,  12  U.  8.  App.  11,  54  Fed.  269. 
In  thiB  case  the  Judgment  creditors  were  non- 
residents, and  the  court  said  :  "When,  under 
thetie  circumstances,  the  court  was  asked  to  pay 
out  the  money  in  its  hands,  It  was  at  once  ap- 
parent that  by  so  doing  the  court,  in  the  event 
the  Judgment  was  held  void,  would  be  deprived 
of  the  power  to  cause  restitution  to  be  made 
to  the  proper  parties,  because  both  the  fund 
and  the  parties  might  be  beyond  its  control. 
To  avoid  this  the  court  required  the  parties  to 
execute  the  bond  in  question,  whereby  they  be- 
came bound  to  repay  the  money  in  case  the 
jadjmient  against  I^araaster  should  be  held  to 
be  void,  and  thus  the  court  continued  its  power 
to  compel  restitution  to  be  made  in  case  the 
Tl^ht  thereto  should  arise.  We  find  nothing 
in  the  action  of  the  circuit  court  in  this  par- 
tii'uiar  which  was  illegal  in  itself,  or  which  Im- 
posed upon  the  Judgment  creditors  burdens  of 
^iich  a  nature  as  to  render  the  bond  of  no  ef- 
f«^i.** 

And  where  the  order  of  confirmation  was  va- 
rated  the  court  said  that,  if  the  Judgment  cred- 
itor received  $30  from  the  purchaser,  respect- 
ing which  there  was  no  finding,  he  became  the 
debtor  to  the  purchaser  to  that  amount,  and  the 
purchaser  might  have  a  right  to  be  compensated 
uiit  of  the  money  collected  upon  the  Judgment. 
m*putron  T.  Young,  1.S4  U.  S.  241,  33  L.  ed. 
UJZ,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  530. 

A  judgment  and  execution  were  declared  void 
In  proceedings  instituted  by  the  judgment  cred- 
itor. It  was  held  that  the  purchaser  under 
sfich  execution  sale  could  maintain  an  action 
a^inst  the  creditor  for  the  purchase  money, 
under  Mont  Comp.  Stat.  1887,  Code  Civ.  Proc. 
f  347,  providing  that,  if  a  purchaser  of  real 
pr<  perty  sold  under  execution  be  evicted  in  con- 
:Hn]ueDce  of  Irregularity  in  the  proceeding  con- 
.-c-rniDg  tbe  sale,  he  may  recover  the  purchase 
trrice  paid,  with  interest,  from  the  Judgment 
creditor.  Elling  v.  Harrington,  17  Mont.  322, 
»iy  L.  R.  A. 


42  Pac.  851.  The  court  also  held  that  the  pur- 
chaser was  entitled  to  recover  irrespective  of 
the  statute. 

W^here  a  purchaser  brought  suit  to  rescind 
the  sale,  and  ten  years  had  elapsed  in  endeavor- 
ing to  perfect  the  title,  it  was  held  that  the  sale 
should  be  set  aside,  and  the  purchaser  relieved ; 
and  the  case  was  remanded  to  the  court  below 
that  an  accounting  be  had  and  talcen  between 
the  parties,  of  the  sums  due  and  chargeable  to 
each  on  account  of  the  said  sale,  and  for  every 
proceeding  according  to  the  principles  of  equity. 
Myers  v.  Nourse,  5  Fla.  516. 

But  in  Holt  V.  Bason.  72  N.  C.  308,  a  sale  was 
made  under  an  execution  levied  on  lands  of  the 
testator  on  a  judgment  against  an  executor.  A 
creditor  by  a  prior  Judgment  against  the  tes> 
tator  was  the  competing  bidder.  Thereafter  an 
administrator  de  bonis  noti,  by  order  of  the 
court,  sold  the  land  for  a.ssets,  and  realized  an 
Insufficient  amount  to  pay  the  prior  Judgment. 
The  first  purchaser  sued  the  first  Judgment 
creditor  for  inducing  a  void  purchase  of  land  by 
his  bidding.  It  was  held  that  It  was  a  ques- 
tion for  the  Jury.  The  court  said :  "The  plain- 
tiff does  not  aslK  to  be  subrogated  to  the  rights 
of  Swepson,  who  has  his  money  and  is  the  only 
party  benefited,  for  the  obvious  reason  that 
prior  Judgments  will  exhaust  the  fund  before 
the  Swepson  judgment  is  reached.  Scott  v. 
Dunn.  21  N.  C.  (1  Dev.  &  B.  Eq.)  42.-),  30  Am. 
Dec.  174.  Nor  does  he  bring  his  action  under 
Rev.  Code,  chap.  4r,,  |  27,  against  the  defendant 
in  the  execution,  because  the  estate  is  Insolvent, 
and  can  afford  him  no  relief.  I^ws  v.  Thomp- 
son, 49  N.  C.  (4  Jones,  L.)  104.  Nor  yet  can 
he  bring  his  case  within  Saunderson  v.  Hal  lance, 
55  N.  C.  (2  Jones,  Eq.)  322,  67  Am.  Dec.  218. 
where  the  part  owner  of  land  stands  by  and 
sees  it  sold  by  a  trustee  as  the  land  of  another, 
and  permits  the  purchaser  to  pay  for  it  and 
talie  a  deed,  under  the  belief  that  he  is  getting 
a  good  title.  But  Holt  is  a  purchaser  at  execu- 
tion sale.  The  rule  there  is  that  the  sheriff 
sells  only  the  interest  of  the  defendant  in  the 
execution,  if  the  defendant  has  an  interest, 
well  and  good ;  if  he  has  none,  it  Is  the  purchas- 
er's own  loolc  out.  for  he  buys  at  his  peril,  and, 
as  a  general  rule,  he  Is  entitled  to  no  relief  as 
against  creditors.  In  this  case  It  would  seem 
that  the  plaintiff,  by  his  own  showing,  was 
gtiilty  of  gross  neglect  of  h  plain  duty." 

A  foreclosure  was  had,  to  which  the  grantee 
owning  the  legal  title  was  not  a  party,  and  a 
personal  judgment  was  rendered  against  the 
mortgagor  by  publication.  The  sale  was  void, 
and  it  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not 
maintain  an  independent  action  against  the 
plaintiffs  In  the  forecloHure  for  money  had  and 
received,  but  that  he  must  seeic  relief  In  the 
foreclosure  suit,  and  on  his  application  the 
court  could  direct  the  sale  to  l)e  set  aside,  and 
satisfaction  canceled,  and  authorize  a  supple- 
mental bill  for  a  resale  to  be  tiled  and  condnctod 
In  the  names  of  the  complainants  In  that  suit 
for  the  plaintiff's  l)eneflt.  Boggs  v.  Fowler,  16 
Cal.  550,  76  Am.  Dec.  561. 

In  Abadie  v.  Ix)bero.  36  Cal.  390,  where  It 
was  held  that  a  purchaser  at  a  sheriff's  sale 
was  not  entitled  upon  his  own  motion,  made  in 
his  own  name,  to  have  the  judgment  upon  which 
the  order  of  sale  was  issued  vacated,  and  him 
self  substituted  as  plaintiff,  It  was  said :  "It 
IS  true  a  dictum  Is  found  in  Boggs  v.  Fowler,  16 
Col.  566.  70  Am.  Dec.  561,  to  the  effect  that, 
upon  the  application  of  a  purchaser,  the  court 
may  not  only  direct  the  sale  to  be  set  aside  and 
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the  satisfaction  canceled,  but  also  'authorize  a 
supplemental  bill  for  a  resale  of  the  premises  to 
be  tiled  and  conducted  in  the  names  of  the  com- 
plainants In  that  suit,'  for  the  benefit  of  the 
purchaser ;  but  no  authority  is  cited  for  the  lat- 
ter proposition,  and  none,  f?olng  so  far,  has  fall- 
en under  our  observation." 

In  Wood  V.  (ienet.  8  Paige,  137,  which  was 
an  action  by  a  purchaser  against  a  feme  covert 
for  the  surplus  money  received  by  her  husband 
on  a  sale  on  a  Judgment  against  her  as  heir, 
and  where  it  was  held  that  she  could  not  be 
made  personally  liable  although  the  sale  was 
found  to  be  invalid,  It  was  said  that  the  bill  was 
not  framed  to  obtain  relief  under  1  N.  Y.  Rev. 
Laws  1813,  p.  504,  providing  that.  If  any  pur- 
chaser of  lands  upon  any  execution  shall  be 
evicted  on  account  of  any  Irregularity  in  the 
procpodings,  such  person  may  have  a  writ  out  of 
chancery  to  the  supreme  court,  who  shall  warn 
the  party  or  parties  at  whose  suit,  or  for  whose 
benefit,  the  lands  were  sold,  as  the  party 
against  whom  the  execution  issued,  or  their 
heirs,  executors,  or  admin istrntors.  to  show 
cause,  and  may  award  the  plaintiff  judgment  in 
execution  against  him  who  ougm  to  repay  the 
name.  And  the  court  further  said  that  2  N,  Y. 
Rev.  Stat.  376,  ff  (G8)  72,  which  was  In  force 
at  this  time,  gave  to  the  purchaser,  who  was 
evicted  by  reason  of  the  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment upon  which  the  real  estate  was  sold,  a 
remedy  against  the  party  for  whose  benefit  the 
same  was  sold.  In  a  suit  at  law  to  recover  back 
the  purchase  money  with  Interest. 

VI.  Relief  by  action  against  the  sheriff. 

It  seems  that  the  sherKT  is  liable  to  any  party 
Injured  in  consequence  of  a  breach  of  any  of  the 
the  duties  connected  with  his  office.  This  is  ap- 
plied to  the  right  of  the  purchaser,  and  it  Is 
held  that  he  may  recover  from  the  sherifT  the 
purchase  money  where  the  sale  Is  avoided  by 
reason  of  irregularities  of  the  officer  conducting 
the  same :  but,  where  the  purchaser  had  actual 
knowledge  of  the  irregularities,  it  Is  held  that 
he  cannot  maintain  the  action. 

In  Ilighiower  v.  llandlln,  27  Ark.  20.  a  sale 
was  set  aside  because  the  execution  was  void, 
and  (he  sale  was  made  six  days  after  the  execu- 
tion should  have  been  returned.  The  court 
said :  "While  It  is  not  incumbent  upon  bid- 
ders and  purchasers,  at  Judicial  sales,  to  In- 
quire Into  any  Irregularity  which  may  have 
been  permitted  by  the  court  rendering  the  j«ul>;- 
ment,  or  the  clerk  In  Issuing  the  execution,  if  It 
Is  regular  upon  its  face,  yet.  If  for  any  cause 
the  proceedings  of  either  should  be  declared 
void,  by  competent  authority,  he  could  not  take 
anything  by  reason  of  such  sale,  but  would  have 
recourse  upon  the  sheriff,  who  made  the  sale, 
for  the  money  he  paid  at  It." 

So,  where  property  was  not  seized  at  all,  and 
the  purchaser  wa.s  evicted  on  the  ground  that 
the  sheriffs  sale  was  a  nullity,  It  was  held  that 
the  sheriff  must  Indemnify  the  purchaser. 
Frie.llander  v.  Bell,  17  La.  Ann.  42. 

And  a  purchaser  of  a  runaway  slave  sold  by 
a  sheriff  was  held  entitled  to  recover  damages 
where?  the  sale  was  invalid  because  not  adver- 
tised as  required  by  law.  Fleming  v.  Lockhart, 
.10  Mart.   (La.)   3U8. 

.\  i)urchasor  al  an  execution  sale  under  a 
j'ldLrriu'nt  void  because  rendered  against  a  de- 
rojiMMl  jiarty  was  held  entitled  to  recover  from 
the  sheriff  so  much  of  the  purchase  money  as 
00  L.  11.  A. 


had  not  been  paid  to  the  plaintiff  In  the  exe 
cation.     Bragg  v,  Thompson,  19  S.  C.  572. 

A  sheriff  under  execution  sold  real  estate,  and 
the  purchaser  paid  into  the  sheriff's  hands  5;«20. 
and  then  refused  to  complete  the  purchase  on 
the  ground  that  the  sale  was  irregular,  and  the 
sheriff  resold  the  property  to  another  party. 
The  tirst  sale  having  l)een  set  aside  as  Irregular, 
an  action  was  brought  by  the  purchaser  against 
the  sheriff.  This  was  held  to  be  an  action  fur 
the  nonpayment  of  money  collected  upon  execu 
tlon,  within  N.  Y.  act  1871,  chap.  733,  f  2,  ex 
cepting  such  actions  from  the  operation  of  that 
statute  which  required  actions  against  sheriffs 
to  be  brought  within  one  year  from  the  time  the 
cause  of  action  accrued.  It  was  further  held 
that  the  sheriff  could  not  retain  the  expenses 
of  the  sale.     Bowne  v.  O'Brien,  5  Daly,  474. 

But  where  the  purchaser  had  notice  of  the  Ir- 
regularities of  the  sale  he  was  refused  relief 
against  the  sheriff. 

A  sheriff  held  several  executions  of  different 
priorities,  and  sold  the  property  under  the  prior 
execution  for  enough  to  satisfy  the  first  two 
executions,  but,  Instead  of  satisfying  the  second 
execution,  applied  the  money  to  a  junior  execu- 
tion, and  resold  another  piece  of  land  under 
the  execution  which  should  have  been  satisfied. 
This  sale  was  vacated  In  a  suit  brought  by  the 
execution  defendant  against  the  purchaser,  and 
It  was  held  that  the  purchaser  could  not  main- 
tain an  action  on  the  sheriff's  bond  to  recover 
the  purchase  money  of  such  second  sale.  State 
ex  rel.  Sage  v.  Prime,  54  Ind.  450.  In  this  case 
the  court  said :  "But  In  the  case  at  bar  the 
purchaser  under  the  execution  Issued  on  the 
next  to  the  oldest  judgment,  which  was  next  to 
the  oldest  lien  on  the  real  estate  of  the  Judg 
ment  defendant,  had  actual  and  constructive 
notice  of  all  the  facts.  He  was  the  purchaser 
at  the  sales  made  by  the  sheriff  under  the  exe^ 
cutlon  Issued  on  the  oldest  judgment,  which 
was  the  oldest  Hen  on  said  real  estate.  He 
knew,  therefore,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing, 
and  was  bound  to  know,  that  the  proceeds  of 
such  sale  were  sufficient  to  satisfy,  not  only 
the  said  oldest  judgment,  but  also  the  said  next 
oldest  judgment.  He  knew,  also,  or  had  the 
means  of  knowing,  and  was  bound  to  know, 
that  the  surplus  of  the  said  proceeds  of  sncn 
sales  were  in  law  applicable  to,  and  by  law  sat- 
isfied, the  said  next  oldest  judgment.  When, 
therefore,  at  the  sheriff's  sale  under  the  execu- 
tion Issued  on  the  said  next  oldest  judgment, 
the  said  purchaser  bid  off  and  paid  for  the  said 
parcel  of  said  real  estate  sold  thereunder,  he 
knew,  or  had  the  means  of  knowing,  and  was 
hound  to  know,  that  the  said  next  oldest  Judg- 
ment had  been  by  law  paid  off  and  satisfied,  and 
the  said  sale  thereunder  was  an  absolute  nul- 
lity. In  such  a  case  as  this.  It  Is  very  clear  to 
our  minds  that  the  purchaser  cannot,  nor  can 
the  assignee  of  his  certificate  of  purchase,  by 
any  possibility,  have  any  cause  of  action 
against  the  sheriff  or  his  sureties,  on  his  official 
bond,  for  the  recovery  of  the  purchase  money. 
This  conclusion  Is  in  entire  harmony  with  the 
doctrine  or  the  case  of  State  ex  rel.  Wllber  v. 
Salyers,  19  Ind.  432.  although  the  facts  of  the 
two  cases  are  somewhat  dissimilar." 

Cases  where  the  purchase  is  by  the  creditor 
are  not  Intended  to  be  Included  In  this  note. 

VII.  Summary. 

The  purchaser  Is  released  from  liability  on 
the  sale  being  set  aside,  and  will  be  released 
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where  there  Is  a  resale  to  hold  him  liable  for  a 
<!''>:ioieDcy  od  failure  to  comply  with  his  bid, 
if  be  has  been  led  to  belleTe  that  the  first  sale 
«a9  abandoned,  or  where  proper  steps  are  not 
uken  to  hold  him  liable.  In  Enj;land,  Ireland, 
<^aDada,  and  in  New  York  and  some  other  states, 
'be  practice  In  Judicial  sales  is  to  allow  the  pur- 
>'hri>t?r  to  show  before  confirmation  that  the 
title  if:  defective,  and  thereupon  his  deposit  will 
V  returned  and  the  sale  set  aside.  On  setting 
a  .«ale  aside,  or  on  a  recovery  in  ejectment  from 
tbe  purchaser  at  a  void  sale,  he  is  generally  al' 
•  wfil  reimbursement  or  subrogation.  This  Is  on 
The  broad  equitable  principle  that,  having  ad- 
Tanrod  money  under  a  colorable  right  to  pay  the 
•Hit  of  another,  he  is  entitled  to  be  recom- 
(i«as4>d :  and  In  working  this  out  other  equitable 
prlnclplea  are  applied. — "that  he  who  seeks 
'^julty  must  do  equity."  and  what  is  called  the 
doctrine  of  "compensation,**  and  "substitution," 
«hich  is  commonly  known  as  subrogation.  In 
stares  which  keep  common-law  and  chancery 
practice  distinct,  the  remedy  Is  for  the  pur- 
chaser to  have  the  Judgment  in  ejectment  en- 
:otned  until  reimbursed.  But  where  the  relief 
is  ;?ranted  In  common-law  courts  he  should  set 
np  and  claim  a  lien  for  the  purchase  money  in 
tbe  event  of  eviction.  The  remedy  of  relroburse- 
tQ«*Dt  or  sabrogation  is  also  usually  allowed  In 
r-:iM.'«  where  guardians'  and  administrators' 
>aie»  are  held  void.  Some  states  deny  relief  In 
This  class  of  cases,  unless  the  purchase  money 
-*as  used  to  pay  claims  which  were  a  charge  on 
The  land,  as  In  Illinois.  Michigan,  and  Ohio.  So 
relief  is  dented  in  some  cases  where  the  money 


is  not  traced  to  a  use  beneficial  for  the  estate : 
but  In  others  it  is  held  that  the  purchaser  is 
secure  if  the  money  Is  paid  to  the  guardian.  In 
some  states  relief  Is  provided  by  statiite ;  but  in 
New  York  such  a  btatute  attempting  to  transfer 
the  title  to  the  purchaser  on  tbe  nonreturn  of 
the  purchase  money  was  held  unconstitutional. 
It  seems  that  where  sales  are  had  on  personal 
Judgments  taken  against  nonresidents  on  pub- 
lication service  the  purchaser  Is  not  entitled  to 
restitution  or  subrogation.  So  where  the  pur- 
chaser Is  a  party  to  a  fraudulent  coml)inaiion 
to  procure  the  property  at  a  sacrifice  by  pre- 
venting bidding.  But  In  the  latter  case  relief 
has  been  granted  in  some  cases  without  dlscus.s- 
Ing  the  question  of  fraud,  and  without  noti- 
cing the  cases  that  refuse  relief.  The  purchaser 
is  held  entitled  to  maintain  an  action  In  equity 
in  the  nature  of  assumpsit  against  the  debtor 
where  the  purchase  money  was  used  to  extin- 
guish a  debt  of  the  defendant,  and  the  sale  is 
held  void.  And  in  the  absence  of  statutory  re- 
lief It  seems  that  the  purchaser  may  maintain 
an  equitable  action  for  money  had  and  received, 
against  the  creditor  procuring  the  sale.  This 
remedy  Is  given  by  statute  In  some  cases.  Where 
the  sale  Is  invalid  by  reason  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  sherilT,  and  the  purchaser  had  no 
notice  of  the  same,  the  sheriff  may  be  liable  to 
him  in  damages  for  the  purchase  money. 

<"asea  where  the  creditor  Is  the  purchaser, 
and  cases  of  ordinary  tax  sales,  are  not  intended 
to  be  included  in  this  note.  I.  T. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  APPEALS,  SEVENTH  CIRCUIT. 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  of  the  City  of  Chicago, 
Appt., 

V. 

L.   A.  KINSEY  COMPANY  et  al      . 
(G4  C.  C.  A.  669,  130  Fed.  507.) 

1.  A  property  rl^ht  In  prlee  Quotations 
nratliered  by  n  board  of  trade  Is  not 
destroyed  by  the  facts  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  business  done  under  its  aus- 
pices consists  of  gambling  transactions,  or 
that  the  news  is  susceptible  of  bad,  as  well 
a.u  good.  uses. 

2.  Tbe  fact  that  a  board  of  trade  per- 
Btlta  icanibllnflr  transactions  within  Its 
exchange  hall  does  not  deprive  it  of  the 
riuht  to  resort  to  equity  to  prevent  wrongful 
di.^r<eminatIon  of  the  quotations  of  prices  ut 
which  sales  are  made,  gathered  and  sent  out 
by  !t. 

(April  12.  1904.) 

\  PPEAL.  by  plaintifT  from  a  decree  of  the 
-tA  Circuit  Court  of  the  United  States  for 


the  District  of  Indiana  dismissing  a  bill 
filed  to  enjoin  defendants  from  making  use 
of  complainant's  stock  quotations.  Re- 
versed. 

Statement  by  Baker,  Circuit  .Tudnre: 

On  final  hearing,  appellant's  bill  to  en- 
join appellees  from  purloining  its  contin- 
uous quotations  was  dismissed  for  want  of 
equity. 

Appellees  discuss  the  questions  whetlior 
the  quotations  are  property,  and  whether,  if 
80,  appellant  lost  its  proprietary  rijjht  by  its 
method  of  giving  them  out:  but  that  part 
of  the  case  is  ruled  in  this  court  by  the  do 
cisions  in  Illinois  Commission  Co.  v.  Cleve- 
land Telcg.  Co.  .56  C.  C.  A.  205,  119  Fed. 
301,  and  Sullivan  v.  Postal  Telcg.  Cable  Co. 
61  C.  C.  A.   1,   123   Fed.  411. 

There  is,  however,  one  further  matter 
that  requires  presentation  and  decision.  It 
pertains  to  the  defense  that  appellant  has 
no  standing  in  a  court  of  equity  for  either 


Note. — As  to  property  right  in  market  quo- 
*atk>tui.  see  also.  In  this  series.  National  Tele- 
graph News  Co.  V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  60 
r^  R.  A-  805.  I 

As  to  property  right  in  compilation  of  facts  | 
Vuh  reference  to  contemplated  buildings  and  | 
jnpn^vements  made  for  use  of  contractors,  see  i 
♦;'♦  L-  R.  A. 


F.   W.   Dodge   Co.   v.   Construction    Information 
Co.  60  L.  R.  A.  810. 

As  to  property  right  in  article  capable  of  be- 
ing used  for  gnmbliug  purposes,  see  also,  in  this 
series,  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson.  1  L. 
U.  A.  730,  and  Edwards  v.  American  Exp.  Co. 
03  L.  R.  A.  467. 
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or  both  of  two  reasons :  That  the  quotations 
are  contraband,  and  may  be  seized  by  anyone 
with  impunity;  that  appellant,  even  if  the 
quotations  themselves  are  not  contraband, 
comes  into  court  with  unclean  hands,  in 
this:  That  it  seeks  to  exclude  all  others 
from  using  property  (the  quotations)  which 
might  be  put  to  good  uses,  in  order  that  it 
may  aid  its  members  in  maintaining  the 
gambling  in  grains  and  provisions  which 
it  permits  to  be  carried  on  in  its  exchange 
hall. 

Respecting  the  facts  of  this  defense,  the 
master  found  as  follows: 

"The  transactions  conducted  in  the  'pits' 
of  the  complainant  association,  while  they 
are  of  the  same  general  character,  are  di- 
visible into  two  classes,  which  are  described 
by  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Trade  as 
'hedging'  transactions  and  'speculating' 
transactions,  respectively.  Of  the  members 
of  the  complainant  association  who  are  en- 
gaged in  business  in  the  exchange  hall,  the 
number  conducting  speculative  transactions 
is  between  one  third  and  one  half  of  the 
total,  and  practically  all  of  such  members 
conduct  a  hedging  business. 

••The  principals  who  are  engaged  in  hedg- 
ing transactions  are,  generally  speaking, 
cither  grain  merchants,  millers,  or  manu- 
facturers of  grain  products.  The  method  of 
Huch  principals  is  this:  When  they  have 
bought  grain  in  the  country,  or  in  city 
warehouses,  which  they  propose  to  hold  for 
future  sales  to  domestic  or  foreign  pur- 
chasers, they  at  once  sell  in  the  pits  of  the 
complainant  association  an  equal  amount  of 
grain;  or,  on  the  other  hand,  if  they  have 
sold  to  domestic  or  foreign  purchasers  grain 
or  grain  products  for  future  delivery,  they 
at  once  buy  in  the  pits  of  the  complainant 
association  an  equal  amount  of  grain  for 
future  delivery  at  times  corresponding  with 
the  times  of  their  selling  contracts.  And 
thus,  when  they  have  contracts  of  purchase, 
they  have  contracts  of  sale,  for  future  de- 
livery in  the  pits,  practically  even  with 
their  purchases;  and,  if  they  have  contracts 
of  sale  with  domestic  or  foreign  purchasers, 
they  have  contracts  of  purchase,  for  future 
delivery  in  the  pits,  practically  even  with 
such  contracts  of  sale.  The  object  of  such 
hedging  is  to  insure  against  loss  by  fluc- 
tuation in  the  market  in  tlie  commodity 
which  the  principal  is  carrying,  or  which 
he  has  sold  in  advance  of  purchase  and  man- 
ufacture upon  a  time  contract.  A  hedge 
must  always  be  against  a  cash  commodity. 

'*A  speculative  transaction  is  not  based 
upon  a  cash  commodity  primarily.  In  ef- 
fect, it  is  based  upon  the  confidence  which, 
on  the  one  hand,  the  seller  of  the  commod- 
ity for  future  delivery  has  in  his  |)ersonal 
opinion  that  the  price  of  the  commodity  sold 
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will  by  the  time  of  delivery  have  so  declined 
that  he  can  purchase  the  commodity  for 
less  than  his  selling  price,  and  thus  make  a 
profit,  and  which,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
buyer  has  in  his  personal  opinion  that  the 
price  of  the  commodity  bought  will  so  ad- 
vance by  the  time  of  delivery  that  the  com- 
modity bought  will  be  worth  more  at  th«* 
time  of  delivery  than  it  was  at  the  time  of 
purchase,  and  that  he  will  thus  have  a  prof- 
it. It  is  possible,  under  the  rules,  usages,  and 
practice  of  the  complainant  association,  ior 
the  seller  and  the  buyer,  respectively,  it" 
either  changes  his  opinion,  to  buy  or  sell 
in  the  'pits'  the  commodity  which  he  has 
previously  sold  or  bought,  as  the  case  may 
be,  for  the  same  time  of  delivery.  \VhiI«' 
this  procedure  is  in  form  the  same  as  hedg- 
ing, it  is  not  designated  as  *hedging,'  but  is 
styled  'spreading.'  It  is  also  possible,  un- 
der the  rules,  usages,  and  practices  of  tin- 
complainant  association,  for  a  member  of 
the  complainant  association  to  make  such 
counter  contract  of  purchase  or  sale  dur- 
ing the  same  day  that  he  has  made  an  origi- 
nal contract  of  sale  or  purchase,  and  thus, 
within  the  day  or  within  a  few  days,  to 
have  his  advantage  of  profit  or  to  adju>t 
his  disadvantage  of  loss.  Such  a  course  of 
business  is  designated  'scalping.' 

"The  evidence  does  not  contain  sufficient 
data  upon  which  to  predicate  an  estimate 
of  the  aggregate  volume  of  business  con- 
ducted in  said  pits  daily,  monthly,  or  yearly. 
It  does  appear,  however,  that  the  volume  of 
such  business  is  enormous;  one  firm  con- 
ducted transactions  in  wheat  dally  aggr*»- 
gating  1,500,000  to  2,000,000  bushels,  and  in 
com  1,000,000  bushels  daily;  another  firm'?% 
transactions  in  wheat  daily  amounted  to 
0,000,000  bushels;  a  third*  firm's  transac- 
tions in  wheat  daily  amounted  to  4,000.000 
bushels;  a  fourth  firm's  transaction*^ 
amounted  to  1,000,000  bushels  daily;  a  fiftli 
firm's  transactions  in  all  grain  amounted 
to  1,800,000  bushels  daily;  and  a  sixth 
firm's  transactions  in  all  grain  amounted  to 
•2,000,000  bushels  daily.  While  it  is  true 
that  the  business  of  these  six  firms  in  the 
pits  is  much  larger  than  the  business  of  any 
other  six  firms  conducting  transactions  in 
the  pits,  and  that  it  would  not  be  proper  to 
say  that  the  average  business  is  a  proper 
average  of  each  of  the  persons  conducting 
transactions  in  the  pits,  it  is  nevertheless 
true  that  it  is  fairly  deducible  from  the 
evidence  that  the  aggregate  business  t^an^- 
action  in  grain  was  largely  in  excess  of  th«» 
total  wheat  and  corn  production  of  the  en- 
tire United  States  during  either  of  the  year^ 
1900  and  1901,  and  was  many  times  over  the 
entire  receipts  in  Chicago  of  grain  during 
each  of  said  two  years  of  1900  and  1901. 
and,  of  such  receipts  in  Chicago,  less  than 
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20  per  cent  inspected  up  to  grades  of  grain 
which  could  be  delivered  upon  time  con- 
tracts made  by  said  sales  and  purchases  in 
the  pits.  It  is  also  true  that  a  decrease  in 
the  total  grain  productions  of  the  United 
Sutes  does  not  cause  a  proportionate  de- 
crease in  the  volume  of  business  done  in  the 
pits'  of  the  complainant  association,  but, 
on  the  contrary,  such  business  is  larger  dur- 
ing a  year  in  which  there  is  a  shortage  in 
the  grain  crop. 

''Under  the  rules,  usages,  and  practice  of 
the  complainant  association,  all  time  con- 
tracts made  in  the  'pits'  are  carried  until 
it  is  possible  to  close  them  as  between  mem- 
IxTs  of  the  complainant  association  by  either 
i»no  of  three  methods  of  settlement,  namely, 
the  method  called  'direct  settlement,*  the 
method  called  'rings*  or  'ringing  out,*  and 
the  method  of  delivery  by  delivering  ware- 
house receipts  physically  or  'by  notice.' 

-Most  time  contracts  made  in  the  'pits* 
are  adjusted  as  between  members  of  the 
<i>mplainant  association,  before  the  speci- 
Hed  time  of  delivery  arrives,  by  either  the 
first  or  the  second  of  the  above-named  meth- 
fHla.  Direct  settlements  are  effected  by  off- 
^•tting  similar  contracts  at  the  close  of  the 
ImsinesB  hours  of  each  day  in  the  following 
manner:  As  soon  as  is  practicable  after 
the  close  of  business  in  the  'pits,'  each  brok- 
<*r  (individual,  firm,  or  corporation)  con- 
ducting business  in  the  'pits'  takes  from  the 
day's  transactions  on  his  books  the  contracts 
similar  as  to  amount  and  time  of  delivery  to 
iTiunter  contracts  made  with  other  members 
of  the  complainant  association,  and  ascer- 
t.iins  therefrom  the  difference  of  the  aggre- 
irate  prices  of  such  similar  contracts,  and, 
if  the  difference  be  in  his  favor,  the  amount 
of  such  difference  is  charged  to  the  other 
party  in  such  counter  contracts,  and,  if  the 
difference  is  against  him,  such  difference  is 
<»redited  to  the  other  party  to  such  counter 
<i>ntract.  The  following  is  a  simple  illus- 
tration: If,  during  the  day,  broker  A.  has 
sold  to  broker  B  5,000  bushels  of  December 
wlieat  at  75  cents  per  bushel,  and  broker  B 
has  sold  to  broker  A  5,000  bushels  of  Decem- 
\t^r  wheat  at  76  cents  per  bushel,  after  off- 
-^tting  the  contracts  at  75  cents  per  bushel, 
there  is  a  difference  in  B*s  favor  of  1  cent 
on  each  bushel,  or  $50.  This  offsetting  dif- 
ference in  cash  is  placed  as  a  debit  or  credit, 
a.H  the  case  may  be,  upon  the  clearing-house 
*heet,  hereinafter  de8cril)ed,  of  the  respec- 
tive brokers,  parties  to  said  counter  or  off- 
^tting  contracts. 

'*The  'ring*  method  of  settlement  is  as 
follow:  Each  broker  (person,  firm,  or  cor- 
poration) conducting  business  in  the  'pits' 
has  an  employee  who  is  called  a  'settlement 
-olerk,*  who  keeps  a  record  of  all  his  em- 
ployer's transactions  in  the^'pits.'  The  com- 
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plainant  association  furnishes  a  room 
wherein  all  of  such  settlement  clerks  meet 
at  stated  hours  each  day  and  compare  their 
respective  books,  called  'settlement  books,* 
which  are  required  by  the  complainant  asso- 
ciation to  be  kept  by  each  broker.  Upon 
comparing  their  respective  books,  said  set- 
tlement clerks  ascertain  what,  if  any,  out- 
standing time  contracts  may  be  offset  by 
some  other  corresponding  time  contract 
made  by  the  parties  with  other  members  of 
the  association,  and  which  of  such  contracts 
are,  by  consent  of  the  parties  thereto,  per- 
mitted to  be  offset,  and  thereupon,  under 
the  rules  of  the  complainant  association,  are 
deemed  to  have  been  settled,  provided  the 
requirements  of  §§  6,  7,  8,  and  9  of  rule  22 
of  the  complain«int  association  are  met,  as 
therein  provided,  with  reference  to  the  clear- 
ing-house sheet  and  other  details  of  settle- 
ment therein  specified.     .     .     . 

"Theoretically,  and  in  bare  outline,  an  il- 
lustration of  the  'ringing  out'  method  is  ns 
follows:  Broker  A  sells  to  broker  B  5,000 
bushels  May  wheat;  broker  B  sells  to  broker 
C  the  same  amount ;  broker  C  sells  to  broker 
D  the  same  amount;  and  broker  D  sells  to 
broker  A  the  same  amount;  by  consent  of 
brokers  A,  B,  C,  and  D,  all  of  these  time 
contracts  are  deemed  discharged,  and  by  no- 
vation there  is  substituted  a  contract  where- 
in broker  A,  the  initial  seller  in  the  series 
of  discharged  contracts,  sells  to  broker  D, 
the  last  buyer  in  the  series  of  discharged 
contracts.  The  clearing-house  sheets  of  the 
complainant  association  in  evidence  in  this 
suit  show  that  the  actual  process  of  'ringing 
out*  time  contracts  by  elimination  and  sub- 
stitution is  much  more  complicated  than 
the  outline  illustration,  but  that  illustra- 
tion exhibits  the  principle  of  the  process. 
Among  the  daily  transactions  in  complain- 
ant*s  'pits'  there  are  'hedging'  contracts, 
'spreads,'  and  'scalping'  contracts,  and  all 
of  these  forms  of  time  contracts  are  adjust- 
ed by  both  the  'direct'  method  and  the  'ring* 
method  of  settlement.  Upon  the  question 
what  part  of  all  the  transactions  in  tlie  pits 
are  adjusted  by  the  'direct'  method  and  the 
'ring'  method  of  settlement,  the  evidence  is 
not  very  satisfactory.  It  tends  to  show, 
however,  and  I  accordingly  so  find,  that  at 
least  three  fourths  of  the  total  transactions 
in  the  pits  are  adjusted  by  the  'direct'  and 
'ring'  method  of  settlement. 

"In  the  event  that  said  time  contracts 
cannot  be  settled  by  either  the  'direct'  meth- 
od or  the  'ring'  method,  they  are  and  must 
be  closed  by  a  third  method,  namely,  de- 
livery under  the  rules  and  usages  of  the 
complainant  association.  Said  rules  are  as 
follows: 

"  'Rule  21 — Section  1.  All  deliveries  upon 
contracts  for  grain  or  flaxseed  unjess  other- 
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wise  expressly  provided,  shall  be  made  by 
tender  of  regular  warehouse  receipts.'   .    .    . 

"The  rules  orf  the  complainant  association 
do  not  permit  any  persons  other  than  mem- 
bers of  said  association  to  make  'time*  con- 
tracts upon  the  floor  of  the  exchange  hall, 
and  all  'time'  contracts  made  in  the  pits  are 
contracts  between  the  members  of  the  com- 
plainant association,  who  are  in  said  trans- 
actions respectively  sellers  and  buyers.  The 
rules  of  the  complainant  association  permit 
meml)ers  of  said  association,  as  between 
themselves  and  nonmembers,  to  act  as  brok- 
ers in  'time*  contracts  made  in  the  pits.  In 
case  a  member  of  the  complainant  associa- 
tion, in  making  a  'time'  contract  in  the  pits, 
acts  as  a  broker  for  an  undisclosed  princi- 
pal, if  such  contract  is  settled  by  either  the 
'direct'  method  or  the  'ring'  method,  such 
settlement  does  not  discharge  it,  so  far  as 
such  undisclosed  principal  is  concerned,  as 
between  him  and  his  broker,  but  the  latter 
is  required  under  complainant's  rules  to  sub- 
stitute a  duplicate  'time'  contract  with  the 
two  elements  of  identity,  namely,  like 
amount  of  grain  or  other  commodity,  and 
like  date  of  delivery,  but  not  like  price.  If 
such  substituted  contract  is  not  a  duplicate, 
but  differs  from  the  original  in  price,  the 
broker  becomes  principal  as  to  difference  in 
the  prices  between  the  original  and  the  sub- 
stituted contract,  and,  if  it  is  impossible  for 
«uch  broker  to  substitute  either  a  duplicate 
or  a  similar  time  contract,  the  broker  be- 
comes principal  as  to  the  entire  time  con- 
tract, instead  of  the  original  principal  with 
whom  he  as  broker,  in  behalf  of  his  own 
undisclosed  principal,  entered  into  said  orig- 
inal contract. 

"The  system  of  'hedging'  in  the  pits  has 
a  commercial  influence  which  is  favorable 
both  to  the  interest  of  the  producer  and  the 
consumer,  in  that  the  large  cash  grain 
houses,  which  conduct  transactions  in  com- 
plainant's enchange  hall,  by  reason  of 
the  risk  to  them  from  market  fluctuations 
being  decreased  through  'hedges,'  are  able 
to  take,  and  do  take,  a  smaller  margin  of 
profit,  and  thus  they  pay  to  the  producer 
a  higher  price  and  sell  to  the  consumer  at 
a  lower  price.  The  person  taking  the  side 
of  such  hedging  contract  opposite  of  that 
to  such  grain  house  is  the  person  who  as- 
sumes the  risk. 

"The  'direct'  method  of  settlement  and 
the  'ring'  method  of  settlement  is  not  only 
an  advantage  to  the  members  of  the  com- 
plainant association,  in  that  it  relieves  them 
from  the  responsibility  of  carrying  their 
contracts  with  other  members  of  the  com- 
plainant association,  but  they  have,  added 
to  this  advantage,  the  benefit  of  the  margins 
deposited  with  them  by  the  undisclosed  prin- 
cipals for  whom  they  act  as  brokers.  •  •  • 
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"Section  8  of  rule  4  of  the  complainant 
association  is  as   follows: 

"  'Sec.  8.  Any  member  of  the  association 
who  shall  be  interested  or  associated  in  busi- 
ness with,  or  who  shall  act  as  the  repre- 
sentative of,  or  who  shall  knowingly  execute 
any  order  or  orders  for  the  account  of,  any 
organization,  firm,  or  individual  engaged  in 
the  business  of  dealing  in  differences  on  the 
iluctuations  in  the  market  price  of  any  com- 
modity,— without  a  bona  fide  purchase  and 
sale  of  property  for  an  actual  delivery, — 
shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  unmercantile  con- 
duct, which  renders  him  unworthy  to  be  a 
member  of  the  association;  and  upon  com- 
plaint to  and  conviction  thereof  by  the 
board  of  directors,  he  shall  be  expelled  from 
membership    in    the    association.'     ,     .     . 

"The  complainant  association  has  pro- 
scribed no  method  or  means  which  shall 
be  employed  by  members  of  said  association 
for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  intent 
of  their  respective  customers  with  respect 
to  the  delivery  or  nondelivery  of  the  com- 
modity covered  by  any  time  contract. 

"Every  member  of  the  complainant  asso- 
ciation acting  in  the  pits  as  a  broker  for  a 
nonmember  customer  requires  from  such  cus- 
tomer a  deposit  as  security  in  each  trans- 
action conducted  by  him,  and  this  fact  is 
within  the  knowledge  of  the  directors  and 
executive  officers  of  the  complainant  asso- 
ciation. The  rules  of  the  complainant  asso- 
ciation authorize  the  members  of  said  asso- 
ciation who  act  as  brokers  to  charge  brok- 
er's commissions  in  amounts  fixed  by  sucli 
rules.  One  of  such  commission  charges  is 
expressed  in  part  as  follows: 

"  'For  the  purchase  or  sale  and  for  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  property  for  future  de- 
livery, whether  the  contract  for  purchase  or 
for  sale  be  first  made  as  follows:     .     .     .' 

"Using  a  member  of  the  complainant  as- 
sociation as  his  broker,  a  nonmember  there- 
of may  become  a  party  to  a  time  contract 
as  buyer  or  seller,  and  at  any  time  before 
the  date  of  required  delivery  he  may  become 
a  party  to  another  contract  in  which  he 
takes  the  opposite  side  to  that  held  by  him 
in  the  first-mentioned  contract.  Such  coun- 
ter or  reverse  time  contract  may  be  author- 
ized in  the  same  order  which  authorizes  the 
first  contract,  by  including  in  said  order  a 
so-called  'stop-loss'  order.  When  such  con- 
tracts are  made  they  may  be  settled,  and  are 
often  so  settled,  as  between  the  member  of 
the  complainant  association  who  acted  as 
broker  and  his  nonmember  customer,  by  the 
payment  of  the  difference  between  the  con- 
tract prices.  The  fact  that  such  is  the  cus- 
tom is  a  fact  well  known  to  the  directors 
and  executive  officers  of  the  complainant 
association. 

"The  rules  of  the  complainant  aaaociation 
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provide  for  settlements  of  time  contracts 
made  in  the  pits  when  the  seller  does  not 
deliver  the  property  on  the  last  day  of  the 
month  of  the  stipulated  delivery — the  rules 
and  usages  of  the  complainant  association 
fix  such  last  day  of  the  month  as  final  day 
of  delivery — by  allowing  the  purchasers  the 
privilege  of  electing:  BMrst,  to  consider  the 
contract  forfeited;  second,  to  purchase  the 
property  on  the  market  for  account  of  the 
seller  at  1:15  o'clock  of  the  next  business 
day:  or,  third,  by  requiring  a  settlement 
with  the  seller  at  the  average  market  price 
of  the  property  sold  on  the  last  day  of  the 
month  of  delivery." 

The  master  drew  conclusions  favorable  to 
appellant,  and  recommended  a  decree  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  prayer  of  the  bill. 

The  court,  reviewing  the  matter  on  ex- 
ceptions, sustained  the  master's  findings  of 
fact,  except  that  the  percentage  of  trans- 
actions in  which  no  actual  deliveries  were 
made  was  nearer  95  than  76;  but  disagreed 
with  the  ma8ter*s  conclusions  (125  Fed. 
72),  and  dismissed  the  bill  for  want  of 
equity. 

Argued  before  Jenkins,  Orosscup,  and 
Baker,  Circuit  Judges. 

Mr,  B.  P.  TXTilliams,  with  Mr,  Henrj 
S.  Robbii&fl,  for  appellant: 

The  doctrine  of  clean  hands  is  not  appli- 
cable. 

Fuller  V.  Berger,  65  L.  R.  A.  381,  56  C.  C. 
A-  .588,  120  Fed.  274;  Chicago  v.  Union 
i^iork  Yards  d  Transit  Co.  164  111.  224,  35 
L.  R.  A.  281,  45  N.  E.  430;  Bateman  v. 
Fargason,  2  Flipp.  660,  4  Fed.  32;  Anslcy 
T.  Wilson,  50  Ga.  421 ;  Langdon  v.  Temple- 
ton,  66  Vt.  173,  28  Atl.  866;  1  Pom.  Eq. 
Jar.  §  399. 

A  court  of  equity  cannot  justify  its  re- 
fusal to  protect  appellant's  property  in  its 
quotations  upon  the  ground  merely  that  it 
is  violating  a  criminal  statute  by  permit- 
ting illegal  transactions  to  be  made  within 
iu  exchange  hall.  The  stock  quotations 
were  property. 

Xational  Teleg.  Netcs  Co.  v.  Western  U. 
Teieg.  Co.  60  L.  R.  A.  805,  56  C.  C.  A.  198, 
119  Fed.  294;  Vew  York  d  C.  Grain  d 
i^tock  Exchange  v.  Board  of  Trade,  127  111. 
153,  2  L.  R.  A.  411,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  107, 
10  N.  E.  855. 

Messrs.  Jaeob  J.  Kern,  John  A. 
Bro^m,  £•  D.  Cniin.paoker,  Peter 
Crampacker,  A.  G.  Smitli,  Bernard 
Kotrhljt  and  Smiley  N.  Clianibers,  with 
Ifr.  Cliarle*  B.  Fnllen,  for  appellees: 

The  quotations  in  controversy  immediate- 
ly cease  to  be  the  property  of  the  Board  of 
Trade  upon  the  publication  thereof  in  the 
manner  and  form  in  which  the  same  is 
»hown  to  have  been  done. 
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The  Board  of  Trade  has  no  property  in- 
terest in  the  quotations  made  up  of  trans- 
actions in  its  pits  when  said  transactions 
are  not  based  upon  actual  bona  fide  con- 
tracts of  purchase  and  sale  of  the  com- 
modity  dealt  in. 

Counsel  man  v.  Reichart,  103  Iowa,  430, 
72  N.  W.  490 ;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Oskaloosa 
Packing  Co.  66  Iowa,  41,  23  N.  VV.  255. 

After  the  trades  are  rung  out  or  settled 
upon  the  Board  of  Trade,  the  customer  of 
the  member  has  no  particular  person  to 
whom  he  can  look  for  fulfilment  of  his  con- 
tract, even  if  he  has  actually  made  a  gen-  . 
nine,  bona  fide  contract. 

Higgins  v.  McCrea,  116  U.  S.  671,  29  L. 
ed.  764,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  557. 

It  makes  no  diflference  that  a  bet  or  wager 
is  made  to  assume  the  form  of  a  contract. 
Gambling  is  none  the  less  such  because  it 
is  carried  on  in  the  form  or  guise  of  legiti- 
mate trade. 

Irjcin  V.  Williar,  110  U.  S.  499,  28  L.  ed. 
225.  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  160;  Melchert  v.  Amer- 
ican U.  Tcleg.  Co.  3  McCrary,  521,  11  Fed. 
193;  Barnard  v.  Backhaus,  52  Wis.  593, 
6  N.  W.  252,  9  N.  W.  595;  Dows  v.  Glas- 
peU  4  N.  D.  251,  60  N.  W.  60;  Whitesides 
v.  Hunt,  97  Tnd.  191,  49  Am.  Rep.  441;  Ed- 
wards V.  Horffmghoff,  38  Fed.  639;  Emhrey 
V.  Jemison,  131  U.  S.  336,  33  L.  ed.  172,  9 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  776;  Mohr  v.  Miesem,  47 
Minn.  228,  49  X.  W.  862 ;  Pickering  v.  Cease, 
79  111.  328:  Counsclman  v.  Reichart,  103 
Iowa,  430.  72  N.  W.  490. 

The  Board  of  Trade  in  itself,  in  connec- 
tion with  its  quotations,  does  not  present 
such  a  party,  or  such  a  subject-matter,  to 
the  court  as  can  appeal  to  the  conscience  of 
the  chancellor. 

8ohy  V.  People,  134  111.  68,  25  N.  E.  109 ; 
Liverpool  d  L.  d  O.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Clunie,  88 
Fed.  160;  Woodward  v.  Woodward,  41  N.  J. 
Eq.  224,  4  Atl.  424 ;  1  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  399. 

It  is  the  evil  practice  and  wrong  con- 
duct of  the  ap])ellant  in  permitting  and  pro- 
moting transactions  which  go  to  make  up  its 
quotations,  which  is  involved  in  this  case. 

Delaware,  L.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Frank,  110 
Fed.  689 :  Manhattan  Medicine  Co.  v.  Wood, 
108  U.  S.  18,  27  L.  ed.  706,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
436;  Lawrence  Mfg  Co.  v.  Tennessee  Mfg. 
Co.  31  Fed.  776;  Krauss  v.  Jos.  R.  Peebles* 
Sons  Co.  58  Fed.  585;  Symonds  v.  Jones,  82 
Me.  302,  8  L.  R.  A.  570,  17  Am.  St.  Rep. 
485,  19  Atl.  820;  Joseph  v.  Macowsky,  96 
Cal.  518,  19  L.  R.  A.  53,  31  Pac.  914. 

Ex   turpi  causa  non  oritur  a^tio. 

Holman  v.  Johnson,  1  Cowp.  341;  Fet- 
ridge  v.  Wells,  4  Abb.  Pr.  144;  Coppell  v. 
Hall,  7  Wall.  542,  19  L.  ed.  244. 

The  contentions  of  the  appellees  have 
been  sustained  in — 

Board  of  Trade  v.  0*Dell  Comniission  Co* 
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115  Fed.  574;  Board  of  Trade  v.  Donovan 
Commission  Co,  121  Fed.  1012;  Board  of 
Trade  v.  Ellis,  122  Fed.  319;  Board  of 
Trade  v.  Consolidated  titocJc  Exchange,  121 
Fed.  433;  Board  of  Trade  v.  L.  A,  Kinseif 
Co.  125  Fed.  72;  Christie  Grain  d  Stock 
Co.  V.  Board' of  Trade,  61  C.  C.  A.  11,  125 
Fed.  161. 

Baker,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

1.  We  deem  it  unneeossary  to  determine 
from  the  evidence  whether  the  percentage 
of  trades  in  which  actual  deliveries  were 
made  was  5  or  25.  The  finding  of  the  one 
figure  or  the  other  would  not  prove  what 
proportion  of  tlie  remaining  no-delivery 
transactions  were  gambling.  Of  these,  an 
indeterminate  number  were  "hedging  con- 
tracts." If  we  felt  called  upon  by  the  neces- 
sities of  this  decision  to  give  a  definite 
opinion  of  hedging,  the  record  might  well 
lead  us  to  find  that  hedging  is  a  manu- 
facturer's or  merchant's  insurance  against 
price  fluctuation  of  materials,  and  no  more 
damnatory  than  insurances  of  property  and 
life,  which  in  one  sense  are  wagers  that  the 
property  will  not  be  destroyed  during  the 
term,  and  that  the  life  will  not  fail  in  less 
than  the  expectancy  in  the  actuaries*  tables. 
The  remninder  of  the  no-delivery  trans- 
actions were/'Mpcculntive."  lUit  speculation 
is  not  unlawful.  One  may  buy  any  sort  of 
]»roperty  to  hold  for  a  rise,  one  may  con- 
tract to  buy  or  sell  property  not  in  pos- 
.scssion  or  in  existonci'  at  the  time,  and  law- 
ful contracts  may  lawfully  be  canceled  and 
s<'ttled  in  advance  of  the  time  of  perform- 
anc«.  If  a  contract,  lawful  in  form,  is 
entered  into,  it  is  lawful  in  fact,  even 
though  one  of  the  parties  never  intended  to 
perform  his  part  of  it;  that  is,  the  intent 
that  the  lawful  form  shall  cover  a  sham 
must  be  mutual  to  make  it  a  sham.  We 
think  the  court's  conclusion  that,  because  in 
1)5  per  cent  of  the  trades  no  deliveries  were 
in  fact  made,  it  was  intended  that  in  those 
cases  deliveries  should  not  be  made,  and 
that  the  parties  in  ninetoen  instances  out  of 
twenty  were  using  the  forms  of  lawful  con- 
tracts to  cover  mere  wagers  on  the  future 
prices  of  commodities,  is  not  warranted  by 
the  facts  in  the  record.  The  "direct'*  and 
**ring"  methods  of  settlement  between  mem- 
bers might  cancel  out  nine  tenths  of.  the 
bids  back  and  forth  between  the  members 
as  agents,  and  yet  every  contract  may  have 
been  perfectly  legal  and  enforceable  between 
the  principals,  and  every  principal  satisfied 
by  receiving  a  "subHtitiite"  contract.  If  a 
seller  intended  not  to  deliver,  but  to  settle 
on  differences  if  prices  rose,  the  buyer  who 
entered  into  the  contract  in  good  faith,  and 
who  desired  to  receive  the  property,  could 
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not  force  the  seller  to  deliver.  In  every 
such  case  there  would  be  no  delivery,  but 
the  buyer  would  have  a  valid  cause  of 
iiction.  Undoubtedly  gambling  was  going  on 
in  the  exchange  hall,  but  it  was  contrary  to 
appellant's  by-lawa.  Appellant  was  char- 
tered by  Illinois  for  a  lawful  and  us<'fiil  pur- 
pose, and  the  association  adopted  and 
promulgated  suitable  by-laws  and  rules. 
We  think  the  record  fails  to  show  that  tlie 
dominant  feature  of  the  members'  dealin^rs 
was  unlawful,  much  less  that  appellant,  as  a 
creature  of  the  state,  was  violating  its 
charter,  or  was  pariiceps  criwinis  in  wliat 
•gambling  the  members  carried  on. 

We  do  not,  however,  attach  very  much  im- 
portance to  the  prep(»i»derating  character  of 
the  transactions  in  the  exchange  hall,  be- 
cause, in  our  opinion: 

2.  The  real  subject-matter  of  the  suit  is 
the  property  right  in  the  news,  in  the  re- 
ports of  prices.  Even  if  it  were  true  that  95 
per  cent  of  the  dealings  in  the  exchange 
hall  were  wagers,  the  prices  are  the  same 
for  the  transactions  that  are  not  wagers,  and 
the  quotations  sent  out  show  the  figures  at 
which  honest  dealers  may  secure  contracts. 
Millers,  grain  buyers,  elevator  companies, 
govern  their  dealings  by  the  market  prices 
nmde  in  appellant's  exchange  hall.  Tlie 
news  therefore  serves,  or,  at  least,  is  capable 
of  serving,  a  useful  purpose.  So  it  seems  to 
us  imnmterial  what  proportion  of  the  trans- 
actions are  wagers,  since  the  prices  made  in 
the  transactions  are  the  prices  that  fann- 
ers and  shippers  can  get.  and  since  the  n<"\Ns 
of  the  prices  and  the  dissemination  thereof 
are  valuable  to  the  community.  News  may 
be  an  object  of  lawful  ownership  thoii«:'.i 
nine  tenths  of  the  things  reported  be  unlaw- 
ful. 

3.  Nor  should  the  property  in  this  cas<» 
(the  news,  the  continuous  quotation  of 
prices)  be  adjudged  contraband  because  it  is 
susceptible  of  bad  uses  as  well  as  good. 
Gamblers  in  Indiana  may  settle  their  bets 
on  prices  according  to  appellant's  quotations 
and  this  quite  irrespective  of  the  fact,  if  it 
were  the  fact,  that  95  per  cent  of  the  trans- 
acticms  in  appellant's  exchange  hall  were 
lawful ;  just  as  Indiana  grain  dealers  uuiy 
make  and  settle  their  honest  contracts  on 
the  basis  of  appellant's  quotations,  regard- 
less of  the  fact,  if  it  were  the  fact,  that  05 
per  cent  of  transactions  reported  were  gam- 
bling. It  seems  to  us,  therefore,  that  the 
news,  as  news,  is  not  without  the  pale  of 
protection,  and  that  the  moral  quality  is 
chargeable  solely  to  the  user. 

4.  The  property  concerned  in  this  suit  not 
being  contraband,  should  appellant  be  de- 
nied the  writ  of  injunction,  even  if  it  wore 
true  that  appellant  permits  gambling  in  its 
exchange  hall?   We  think  not.   Suppose  this 
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noncontraband  news  were  collected  and  dis- 
fcminated  by  the  Associated  Press.  If  that 
company  were  complainant  and  "clean-hand- 
ed/' its  right  to  an  injunction,  the  case 
l>ein<r  pro'>er  in  other  respects,  would  not  be 
doubted.  But  if  complainant  were  a  gam- 
bler or  a  thief,  what  then  ?  We  think  our  an- 
swer has  been  sufficiently  stated  in  Fuller 
r.  Berger,  65  L.  R.  A.  381,  56  C.  C.  A.  688, 
120  Fed.  274:  "Equity  is  not  concerned 
with  the  general  morals  of  a  complainant; 
the  taint  that  is  regarded  must  affect  the 
particular  rights  asserted  in  his  suit. 
...  If  the  defendant  can  do  no  more 
than  show  that  the  complainant  has  com- 
Tiiitted  some  legal  or  moral  offense  which  af- 
fects the  defendant  only  as  it  does  the  public 
at  large,  the  court  must  grant  the  equitable 
remedy  and  leave  the  punishment  of  the  of- 
fender to  other  forums." 

In  this  case  the  appellees,  citizens  of 
Indiana,  have  never  had  any  dealings  with 
appellant  respecting  the  quotations;  they 
have  not  been  misled  or  deceived  by  appel- 
lant in  any  way:  and  they  certainly  are  no 
more  concerned  with  or  affected    by    appel- 


lant's violations  of  the  common  law  or  of 
the  penal  laws  of  Illinois  than  the  general 
public. 

In  reaching  our  conclusion,  we  have  given 
respectful  consideration  to  the  cases  of 
Board  of  Trade  v.  O'Dell  Commission  Co. 
115  Fed.  574;  Board  of  Trade  v.  Donovan 
Commission^Co.  121  Fed.  1012;  Board  of 
Trade  v.  Ellis,  122  Fed.  319;  Christie  Orain 
d  Stock  Co.  v.  Board  of  Trade,  61  C.  C.  A. 
11,  125  Fed.  161, — ^and  regret  that  we  are 
unable  to  concur  therein.  We  have  been  aid- 
ed by  the  opinion  of  Judge  Hook  at  circuit 
(116  Fed.  944)  in  support  of  his  decree  in 
the  Christie  Case,  which  was  reversed  in  61 
C.  C.  A.  11,  125  Fed.  161. 

The  decree  herein  is  reversed,  with  the 
direction  to  enter  a  decree  in  appellant's 
favor  in  conformity  to  the  prayer  of  the  bill. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  May  27, 
1904. 

Affirmed  by  Supreme  Court  of  United 
States  May  8,  1905. 
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Tke  cKecktnK  of  baffffa«e  to  destina- 
tloa  opon  a  tbroufrh  ticket  to  transport  the 
paxseof^r  over  roads  of  initial  and  connect- 
Ing  carriers  will  render  the  initial  carrier 
liable  for  its  loss  on  a  connecting  line. 

(January  21.  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Crittenden 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  for  the  loss  of  baggage 
delivered  to  defendant  for  transportation. 
kf^rmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


i/r.  C.  H.  Trimble,  for  appellant: 

The  initial  carrier  is  only  liable  for  loss 
on  its  own  line. 

Mauri  tz  v.  New  York,  L.  E,  d  W.  R.  Co. 
23  Fed.  765 ;  Green  v.  New  York  C.  R.  Co.  4 
Daly,  553 ;  Milnor  v.  New  York  d  N.  H.  R. 
Co.  53  N.  Y.  363 ;  Michigan  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Mineral  Springs  Mfg.  Co.  16  Wall.  318,  21 
L.  ed.  297;  Myrick  v.  Michigan  C.  R.  Co. 
107  IT;  S.  106,  27  L.  ed.  326,  1  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
425;  Ray,  Negligence  of  Imposed  Duties,  p. 
583. 

A  through  ticket  on  three  distinct  lines  of 
transportation  on  one  piece  of  paper  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  distinct  ticket  for  each 
line. 

Ray,  Negligence  of  Imposed  Duties,  p. 
525;  Nashville  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Sprayberry,  9 
Heisk.  852;  Taylor  v.  Little  Rock,  M.  R.  d 
T.  R.  Co.  32  Ark.  393,  29  Am.  Rep.  1 ;  Pack- 
ard V.  Taylor,  35  Ark.  410,  37  Am.  Rep.  37; 


Note. — As  to  liability  of  Initial  carrier  gen- 
erally for  goods  carried  beyond  its  own  line, 
se^  cases  In  notes  to  Fox  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co. 
1  L.  U.  A.  703 :  Crossan  v.  New  Yorlt  &  N.  B,  R. 
Co.  Z  U  K.  A.  TOG,  and  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co. 
T.  I'ayne.  0  I^.  R.  A.  849 ;  also  the  later  cases 
iu  litis  Heries  of  McCarn  v.  International  &.  G. 
X.  R.  Co.  16  I..  R.  A  39 ;  McCann  v.  Eddy,  .35 
I^  IL  A.  110;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Carter,  30 
I-  R,  A.  027 ;  Colfax  Mountain  Fruit  Co.  v. 
Southern  V.  Co.  40  L.  R.  A.  78 ;  Richmond  &  A. 
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R.  Co.  .V.  R.  A.  Patterson  Tobacco  Co.  41  h.  R. 
A.  511 ;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Southern  Seating 
&  Cabinet  Co.  50  L.  R.  A.  729 ;  Courteon  v. 
Kanawha  Despatch,  55  L.  R.  A.  182;  and  Taffe 
V.  Oregon  R.  &  Nav.  Co.  58  L.  R.  A.  187. 

As  to  rights  of  passengers  generally  on  con- 
necting roads,  and  liability  of  initial  carrier, 
see  Harris  v.  Howe,  5  Ia  R.  A.  777 ;  Gulf,  (\  & 
S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Looney,  16  L.  R.  A.  471  ;  Atty. 
Gen.  V.  Old  Colony  R.  Co.  22  L.  R.  A.  112  ;  Chi- 
cago  &  A.  R.  Co.  V.  Mulford,  35  L^.  A.  599. 
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TAttle  Rock  d  Ft.  8.  R.  Co,  v.  Odom,  63  Ark. 
326,  38  S.  W.  339. 

Mr.  J.  T.  Coston,  for  appellee: 
If  the  receiving  carrier  collects  full  fare 
from  the  passenger,  issues  a  through  ticket 
to  hini;  and  checks  his  baggage  to  his  desti- 
nation, it  thereby  contracts  to  deliver  the 
passenger  and  his  baggage  to  the  place  of 
his  destination,  and  is  liable  for  loss  or 
damage  to  baggage  occurring  on  its  own,  or 
connecting,  lines. 

4  Elliott,  Railroads,  §  1658;  Schouler, 
Bailments  &  Carriers,  2d  ed.  §  696 ;  Hairley 
V.  Screven,  62  Ga.  347,  35  Am.  Rep.  127; 
Baltimore  d  O,  R.  Co.  v.  Camphelly  36  Ohio 
St.  647,  38  Am.  Rep.  617;  Carter  v.  Peck,  4 
Sneod,  203,  67  Am.  Dec.  604;  Louisville  d 
Y.  R.  Co.  V.  Weaver,  9  Lea,  38,  42  Am.  Rep. 
057 ;  Coward  v.  East  Tennessee.  V.  d  G.  R. 
Co.  16  Lea,  225,  57  Am.  Rep.  227;  Candee 
V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  21  Wis.  582,  94  Am. 
Dec.  567;  Nashua  Lock  Co.  v.  Worcester  d 
N.  R.  Co.  48  N.  H.  339,  2  Am.  Rep.  242; 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Copeland,  24  111.  332, 
76  Am.  Dec.  749 :  Illinois  C.  H.  Co.  v.  John- 
son, 34  111.  389 ;  Foy  v.  Troy  d  B.  R.  Co.  24 
Barb.  382;  East  Tennessee  d  V.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rogers,  6  Hcisk.  143,  19  Am.  Rep.  589; 
Western  d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  McElicee,  6  Heisk. 
208;  Mobile  d  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Copeland,  63  Ala. 
219,  35  Am.  Rep.  13;  Ht.  John  v.  Southern 
Exp.  Co.  1  Woods,  612,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,228; 
Condict  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  54  N.  Y. 
500 ;  Peet  v.  Chicago  d  X.  W.  R.  Co.  19  Wis. 
119;  Ogdenshurg  d  L.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pratt,  22 
Wall.  132,  22  L.  ed.  830. 

Battle,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Josie  Washington,  in  her  own  right  and 
as  next  friend  of  her  daughter,  Nora  Brown, 
brought  this  action  against  the  Kansas  City, 
Ft.  Scott  &  Memphis  Railroad  Company  to 
recover  the  value  of  a  trunk  and  its  con- 
tents. The  defendant  sold  to  Nora  Brown  a 
ticket  over  its  railroad  from  Deckerville, 
Arkansas,  by  way  of  Memphis,  and  thence 
by  a  connecting  railroad  to  Argenta,  in  this 
state,  and  checked  her  trunk  over  the  same 
route  to  the  same  destination.  She  took 
passage  on  its  train,  and  was  transported  as 
indicated  by  her  ticket  to  Argenta,  but  her 
trunk  was  lost  on  the  connecting  railroad 
between  Memphis  and  the  place  to  which  it 
was  checked. 

The  question  in  the  case  is.  Is  the  receiv- 
ing carrier,  in  the  absence  of  an  express  con- 
tract, liable  for  the  loss  of  baggage  by  a 
connecting  carrier;  the  receiving  carrier 
having  sold  the  passenger  a  through  ticket, 
and  cliooked  her  bngjjiige  tlirough  to  her 
de*<i illation?  The  trial  court  held  the  form- 
er liable. 

Courts  differ  as  to  what  is  sufficient  to 
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constitute  a  contract. by  a  common  carrier 
to  transport  property  delivered  to  it  to  it> 
destination,  when  that  place  is  beyond  its 
route.  Some  courts  hold  that,  "when  a  car- 
rier receives  goods  directed  to  a  place  be- 
yond his  line,  he,  in  the  absence  of  a  stipu- 
lation to  the  contrary,  by  the  very  act  of 
acceptance,  engages  to  deliver  them  at  their 
destination,  wherever  that  may  be.  Other 
courts  hold  that  the  acceptance  of  the  goods 
for  shipment,  so  directed,  implies  nothing 
more  than  an  agreement  on  the  part  of  th(» 
carrier  to  transport  them  to  the  end  of  their 
route,  and  there  deliver  them  to  a  connecting 
carrier  to  complete  the  carriage.  The  first 
of  these  views  is  sustained  by  the  Englisli 
courts  and  a  few  of  the  American  states,  and 
is  known  as  the  "English  doctrine."  The 
other  is  adopted  by  the  decided  weicrht  of 
American  authorities.  As  this  court  has 
not  adopted  either  view,  we  are  at  liberty  to 
adopt  that  which  in  our  opinion  is  more 
reasonable. 

Mr.  Lawson,  in  his  treaties  on   the    Con- 
tracts of  Common  Carriers,  gives  the  reason 
for  the  two  views  as  follows:     "In  support 
of  the  first  doctrine,  it  is  argued  that  a  dif- 
ferent   rule    would    work    a    great    incon- 
venience.   A  person  delivering  his  goods  to  a 
carrier,  to  be  sent  to  a  certain  place,  will 
generally  rely  on  him  alone  to  perform  tlio 
service.     He  cannot  be  supposed    to    know 
the  particular  portion  of  the  transit  which 
the  first   carrier    controls,    much    less,   the 
other  owners  or    proprietors    of    the    con- 
tinuous line.     He  intends  to  make  one  con- 
tract, but  not  two  or  three  or  half  a  dozen. 
When  he  places  his  property  in  the  hands  of 
the  carrier,  he  at  once  loses  all  control  over 
it.     If  it  is  not  delivered,  how  is  he  to  dis- 
cover at  what    particular    portion    of    the 
route  it  was  lost?     He   would   be  forced  to 
rely  on  the  statements  of  the  carriers  them- 
selves, who  would  be  little  likely  to  aid  him 
in  his  search.    If  }ie  did  succeed  in  fixing  the 
responsibility,  he  might  find  himself  obliged 
to  assert  his  claim  against  a  party  hundreds 
of    miles  away,    and    under     circumstances 
which  might  well  discourage  a  prudent  man, 
and  induce  him  to  bear  his  loss  rather  than 
incur  the  expense  and  trouble  of    pursuing 
his  remedy  against  so  distant  a  defendant. 
The    first    carrier,    on    the     contrary,     ha«? 
facilities  for  tracing  the  loss  not  possessed 
by  the  public.    He  is  in  constant  communi- 
cation with  his  associates  in   the   business. 
He  has  their  receipts  for  the    property    de- 
livered to  them,  and  with  no  inconvenience 
at  all  could  charge  the  loss  to  his  negligent 
M^'cnt.    In  support  of  the  second  doctrine,  it 
is  simply  answered  that  the  extraordinary 
'  liabilities     of    commcm^ carriers   cjinnot    in 
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justice  be  extended  beyond  their  own  routes, 
where  alone  they  have  an  opportunity  of 
choosing  for  themselves  their  servants,  and 
of  guarding  the  property  intrusted  to  their 
eare."     Lawson,    Contracts     of     Carr.     §§ 


238-242,  and  cases  cited.  Hutchinson,  Carr. 
2d  ed.  §§  145a,  149&,  and  cases  cited. 

We  think  the  English  doctrine  more  rea- 
sonable, and  adopt  it. 

Judgment  affirmed 


CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


W.  H.  HOLMES,  Appt^ 

V, 

N.  A.  MARSHALL  et  al. 

and 
Annie  J.  JENKINS,  Respt. 

(145  Cal,  777.) 

1.  The  e:Keiiiptlon  from  execution  of 
tbe  proceeds  of  Inanranee  policies  1« 
not  limited  to  claims  asalnst  tlie  In- 
■ared,  but  extends  to  those  against  tbe 
^eflciary,  under  a  statute  providing  that  all 
moneys,  beoeflts,  prlTlleges,  or  immunities  ac- 
cralng,  or  In  any  manner  growing  out  of,  life 
Insurance,  are  exempt  from  execution ;  and 
the  same  rule  applies  where  the  policy  is  pay- 
able to  the  estate  of  the  assured,  and,  being 
exempt  from  his  debts,  the  proceeds  are  dis- 
tributed to  his  widow  under  the  statute  as 
hU  next  of  kin. 

2.  The  deposit  by  the  benellclary  of 
the  proceeds  of  a  life-insurance  pol- 
iey,  which  are  exempt  from  execution  for 
her  debts,  in  a  bank,  does  not  destroy  the 
exemption. 

3.  The  court  may  set  aside  the  levy  of 
am  attacliment  upon  exempt  property. 

(January  17,  1905.) 

\  PPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the 
^  Superior  Court  for  Los  Angeles  County 
setting  aside  an  attachment  of  the  proceeds 
of  a  life-insurance  policy.     Affirmed. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  Commission- 
er's opinion. 

Messrs.  Powers  A  Holland,  for  appel- 
lant: 

As  the  statute  of  this  state  has  prescribed 
a  mode  of  procedure,  and  pointed  out  the 
circumstances  under  which  an  attachment 
ir.ay  be  dissolved,  the  statutory  remedy  is 
ttie  length  and  breadth  of  the  respondent's 
rights  in  the  premises. 

Waples,  Attachm.  p.  427. 

Tlie  statutes  of  exemption  are  in  deroga- 
tion of  the  common-law  principle  that  a 
man's  property  should  be  taken  in  payment 
and  satisfaction  of  his  indebtedness,  and  the 
exemption  laws  should  not  be  expanded  or 
'^inrs:ed  to  include  persons  not  therein 
specifically  mentioned. 

2  Freeman,   Executions,   3d   ed.   §   234  &; 

XfiTE. — \b  to  exemption  of  proceeds  of  Hfe- 
»n>urancc  policy,  see  also.  In  this  series.  Brown 
r.  Balfour,  12  U  R.  A.  373. 
*'••  L.  R.  A. 


Bolt  V.  Keyhoe,  30  Hun,  619;  Crosby  v. 
Stephan,  32  Hun,  478 ;  Millington  v.  Fox,  13 
N.  Y.  Supp.  334;  Commercial  Travelers' 
Asso.  V.  Newkirk,  16  N.  Y.  Supp..  177;  Re 
Brotcn,  123  Cal.  399,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  74,  55 
Pac.  1055. 

Had  the  statute  applied  to  the  heirs  or 
beneficiaries  it  would  have  so  declared,  and, 
in  the  absence  of  such  designation,  it  would 
be  giving  the  statute  a  broader  scope  than 
was  intended  by  the  legislature,  by  constru- 
ing it  to  read  in  favor  of  persons  not  therein 
named. 

Only  money,  and  not  a  debt,  is  exempt 
from  execution. 

Phoenix  Bank  v.  Risley,  111  U.  S.  125,  28 
L.  ed.  374,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  322;  Janin  v. 
London  d  8.  F.  Bank,  92  Cal.  14,  14  L.  R.  A. 
320,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  82,  27  Pac.  1100; 
Pullen  v.  Placer  County  Bank,  138  Cal.  169, 
94  Am.  St.  Rep.  19,  66  Pac.  740,  71  Pac.  83. 

Where  the  debtor  voluntarily  parts  with 
the  ownership  of  exempt  property,  and  ac- 
quires in  lieu  thereof  property  not  exempt, 
he  waives  his  right  to  the  benefit  of  the 
exemption  law. 

2  Freeman,  Executions,  3d  ed.  §  235 ;  Bar- 
rier v.  Fassett,  56  Iowa,  264,  9  N.  W.  217; 
Connetl  v.  Fisk,  54  Vt.  381;  Dortch  v.  Ben- 
ton, 98  N.  C.  190,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  331,  3  S.  E. 
638;  Knahh  v.  Drake,  23  Pa.  489,  62  Am. 
Dec.  352;  Drake,  Attnchm.  §  244a;  Cram 
v.  White,  27  Kan.  319,  41  Am.  Rep.  408: 
State,  Jardain,  Prosecutor,  v.  Fairton  8aD. 
Fund  d  Bldg,  Asso.  44  N.  J.  L.  376;  Rozelle 
V.  Rhodes,  116  Pa.  129,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  591, 
9  Atl.  160 ;  Martin  v.  Hurlburt,  60  Vt.  364, 
14  Atl.  649 ;  Mcintosh  v.  Aubrey,  185  U.  S. 
122,  46  L.  ed.  834,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  5G1. 

The  statute  says  "money  accruing"  out  of 
life  insurance,  etc.,  shall  be  exempt.  The 
word  "money"  has  a  well-defined  meaning. 

15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  701. 

The  word  "accruing**  does  not  apply  to 
money  already  in  hand. 

Cross  V.  Partenheimer,  159  Pa.  556,  28 
Atl.  370:  Johnson  v.  Humboldt  Ins.  Co.  91 
111.  95,  33  Am.  Rep.  47;  Kennedy  v.  BurHer, 
36  Mo.  128;  Cutcliff  v.  McAnally,  88  Ala. 
509,  7  So.  331;  Jones  v.  Thompson,  27  L,  J. 
Q.  B.  N.  S.  234;  Dresser  v.  Johns,  6  C.  B. 
N.  S.  434. 

Petition  for  rehearing  in  banc. 

The  legislature  has  no  power  to^ncreasej 
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the  amount  of  property  which  a  debtor  may 
claim  as  exempt,  so  as  to  aflfect  existing 
creditors. 

Ounn  V.  Barry,  15  Wall.  610,  21  L.  ed. 
212;  Edicards  v.  Kearzey,  96  U.  S.  595,  24 
L.  ed.  793;  Skinner  v.  Holt,  9  S.  D.  435,  62 
Am.  St.  Rep.  883,  69  N.  W.  597 ;  Johnson  v. 
Fletcher,  54  Miss.  629,  28  Am.  Rep.  388. 

The  law  existing  when  a  contract  is  made 
enters  into  and  forms  a  part  of  it;  and  this 
is  applicable  as  well  to  the  remedy  as  to  the 
right,  so  that  the  impairment  or  taking 
away  of  the  remedy  is  an  impairment  of  the 
obligations  of  a  contract. 

12  Am.  &  £ng.  Enc.  Law,  *2d  ed.  p.  167. 

The  burden  of  proof  of  showing  that 
money  claimed  to  be  exempt  under  h  life- 
insurance  policy  is  so  rests  upon  the  party 
making  such  claim. 

Brigga  v.  McCullough,  36  Cal.  542. 

Messrs.  Morton,  Honaer,  A  Jones,  for 
respondent : 

The  power  of  the  court  over  its  process  is 
essential  to  the  administration  of  justice, 
and  is  coeval  with  the  common-law  courts, 
tind  does  not  by  any  means  depend  upon 
statutory  enactments. 

Sandburg  v.  Papineau,  81  111,  446;  8  Enc. 
PI.  &  Pr.  p.  679;  Blair  v.  Compton,  33  Mich. 
414;  Palmer  v.  Oardiner,  77  III.  143:  Jojics 
V.  Williams,  2  Swan,  105:  Bryan  v.  Bridge, 
6  Tex.  137. 

If  an  execution  is  levied  upon  exempt 
property  the  levy  may  be  quashed  or  vacated 
on  motion  in  the  court  from  which  the  exe- 
cution issued. 

12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed,  p.  255; 
Totten  V.  Sale,  72  Ala.  488;  Catron  v.  La- 
fayette County,  125  Mo.  67,  28  S.  W.  331; 
Jacks  v.  Bigham,  36  Ark.  481;  Farrell  v. 
McKee,  36  111.  225;  Finke  v.  Craig,  57  Mo. 
App.  393;  Wilson  v.  Stripe,  4  G.  Greene, 
551,  61  Am.  Dec.  138. 

The  money  was  exempt  from  the  debts  of 
the  beneficiary. 

Schillinger  v.  Boes,  85  Ky.  357,  3  S.  W. 
427;  Bromn  v.  Balfour,  46  Minn.  68,  12  L. 
R.  A.  373,  48  N.  W.  604:  Re  How,  01  Minn. 
217,  03  N.  W.  627 :  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Hon\ 
65  Minn.  187,  67  N.  W.  994:  Minn.  Gen. 
Stat.  1894,  §3312. 

The  estate  of  the  deceased  is  held  in 
trust  only,  by  the  executor  or  administrator 
for  a  limited  period  for  purposes  of  admin- 
istration ;  and  the  court  in  such  cases  will  not 
H'^^ard  the  estate,  or  administrator,  or 
executor,  as  the  actual  owner,  but  will  look 
through  and  beyond  this,  limited  and 
temporary  right  of  possession  of  the  ad- 
mi  ni.strator  or  executor  to  ascertain  the 
real  and  intended  beneficiary  of  the  deceased. 

Pace  v.  Pace,  19  Fla.  438.' 

Exemption  statutes   should    be    liberally 
(•;»nstrued. 
(iS>  L.  R.  A. 


12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  75,  76. 
and  notes;  Re  McMamus,  87  Cal.  294,  10  L. 
R.  A.  567,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  250,  25  Pac.  413. 

When  a  statute  does  not  exempt  specific 
articles,  but  exempts  money  within  certain 
limits,  property  purchased  with  the  exempt 
money  is  exempt. 

Yates  County  Nat.  Bank  v.  Carpenter,  119 
N.  Y.  550,  7  L.  R.  A.  557,  16  Am,  St.  Rep. 
855,  23  N,  E.  1108;  Pool  v.  Reid,  15  Ala. 
826 ;  2  Freeman,  Executions,  3d  ed.  §  235,  p. 
1270. 

Cooper,  C,  filed  the  following  opinion : 

This  action  is  upon  a  promissory  note  for 
$1,000,  dated  October  5,  1899,  signed  by  J. 
F.  Jenkins  and  his  wife,  Annie  J.  Jenkins. 
J.  F.  Jenkins  died  intestate,  and  respondent, 
Annie  J.  Jenkins,  is  his  surviving  widow. 
After  the  action  had  been  commenced,  a  writ 
of  attachment  was  issued  and  levied  upon 
$1,020.57  on  deposit  in  the  Citizens*  National 
Bank  of  Los  Angeles  to  the  credit  of  respond- 
ent, Annie  J.  Jenkins.  The  court  made  an 
order,  after  notice,  and  on  motion  of  respond- 
ents, setting  aside  the  levy  of  said  vnrit,  and 
dissolving  it  as  to  the  money  so  on  deposit 
with  said  bank.  This  appeal  is  from  the  order 
so  made. 

The  principal  question  is  as  to  whether  or 
not  the  said  money  was  subject  to  the  debts 
of  respondent,  Annie  J,  Jenkins,  or  exempt 
from  execution  against  her.  At  the  time  of 
his  death,  J.  F.  Jenkins  was  the  owner  and 
holder  of  three  full  paid-up  life-insurance 
policies  upon  his  own  life,  two  of  which 
(one  for  $99  and  one  for  $1,385)  were  pay- 
able to  respondent.  Annie  J.  Jenkins,  and 
one  of  which  (for  $982.50)  was  payable  to 
the  estate  of  deceased,  his  administrators, 
or  executors.  The  estate  of  said  deceased 
was  duly  probateii,  and  the  $082.50  in- 
surance collected,  which  constituted  the  en- 
tire estate,  and  of  which  there  remained 
i{?r)39.45  after  paying  costs  and  expenses  of 
idministration.  This  was  set  apart  to  the 
-urviving  widow.  Annie  J.  Jenkins,  as  ex- 
empt from  execution,  under  §  1465,  Code 
Civ.  Proc.  Tlie  proceeds  of  all  said  policies 
were  deposited  by  respondent,  Annie  J. 
Jenkins,  in  one  account,  to  her  credit  in  said 
Citizens'  National  Bank  of  Los  Angeles. 
She  drew  against  this  account  from  time  to 
time  until  the  date  of  the  levy  of  the  attach- 
ment, when  there  remained  the  sum  of  $1,- 
020.27  to  her  credit  in  said  bank. 

"All  moneys,  benefits,  privileges,  or  im- 
munities accruing,  or  in  any  manner  grow- 
ing, out  of  any  life  insurance,  if  the  annual 
premiums  paid  do  not  exceed  $500."  are 
exempt  from  execution.  Code  Civ.  Proc. 
•^ubdiv.  18,  §  690.  The  main  contention  of 
appellant  is  that  the  exemption  extends  only 
against  the  debts  of  tl^e  person  whose  life 
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was  inBured,  and  who  paid  the  premiums 
re^juisite  to  procure  the  insurance  and  keep 
it  in  force;  and  that  such  exemption  does 
not  continue  after  his  death,  in  favor  of  the 
beneficiary.  In  construing  this  statute,  as 
in  the  construction  of  all  statutes,  it  is  the 
duty  of  the  court  to  arrive  at  the  intent  of 
the  le^slature,  if  it  can  be  done,  from  the 
language  used  in  the  statute.  Statutes  ex- 
empting property  from  execution  are  enact- 
ed on  the  ground  of  public  policy,  for  the 
benevolent  purpose  of  saving  debtors  and 
their  families  from  want  by  reason  of  mis- 
fortune or  improvidence.  The  general  rule 
now  is  to  construe  such  statutes  liberally, 
im  as  to  carry  out  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature and  the  humane  purpose  designed  by 
the  lawmakers.  12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  pp.  75,  76,  and  cases  cited;  Re  Mo 
Manus,  87  Cal.  294,  10  L.  R.  A.  567,  22  Am. 
St.  Rep.  250,  25  Pac.  413;  Spence  v.  Smith, 
121  Cal.  536,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  62,  53  Pac. 
653.  Bearing  this  rule  in  mind,  let  us  see 
what  the  legislature  has  said  as  to  this  mat- 
ter. It  has  said  that,  where  the  annual 
premiums  do  not  exceed  $500,  the  insurance 
mone3rs  shall  be  exempt  from  execution. 
Here  the  annual  premium  did  not  exceed 
$.'»00.  It  has  said  that  all  moneys  accruing, 
or  in  any  manner  growing,  out  of  any  life 
1  insurance  shall  be  exempt  from  execution. 
f  The  money  here  accrued  and  grew  out  of  life 
insurance  upon  the  life  of  deceased.  After 
hi9»  death  no  execution  could  issue  against 
him.  The  words  "exempt  from  execution" 
were  ctearly  intended  to  apply  to  the  moneys 
coming'  from  the  life  insurance  to  the  hands 
of  the  beneficiary.  It  is  exempt  from 
pxecution  as  to  all  strangers  or  parties  who 
have  no  claim  to  it,  without  any  provision 
of  statute.  It  was  intended  to  exempt  it 
from  the  debts  of  the  party  to  whom  it  was 
payable,  and  who  procured  title  to  it  by  the 
death  of  the  insured.  It  was  not  the  inten- 
tion that  the  insured  might  die,  leaving  a 
imall  insurance  and  a  dependent  family, 
and  that  the  insurance  money  should  be  sub- 
ject to  execution  for  the  debts  of  the  wife, 
even  if  she  iti  the  beneficiary  named  in  the 
policy.  The  words  "exempt  from  execution" 
mean  exempt  from  any  execution.  The 
l^rgislature  mentioned  no  class  of  executions, 
and  we  are  not  at^  liberty  to  judicially  in- 
fert  a  class.  "Exempt  from  execution"  in- 
eludes  the  defendant,  Annie  J.  Jenkins,  and 
applies  to  plaintiff.  We  have  no  decision  of 
thi^  court  upon  the  question,  and  the  de- 
eisions  of  other  courts  do  not  furnish  much 
assistance,  because  the  statute  under  which 
each  decision  was  made  is  different  from 
ours.  In  Kentucky  and  Minnesota  the  stat- 
utes declare,  in  effect,  that  certain  insurance 
bmefita,  reliefs,  etc.,  "shall  be  exempt  from 
t  <^secation,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to  be 
G9L.R.  A. 


seized,  taken,  or  appropriated,  by  any  legal 
or  equitable  process,  to  pay  any  debt  or 
liability  of  a  member.'*  In  both  these  states 
the  fund  or  relief  is  held  to  be  exempt  from 
execution,  whether  against  the  original 
member,  or  against  any  beneficiary  who  has 
been  paid,  or  is  entitled  to  be  paid,  any 
benefit  falling  within  the  class  described  in 
the  statute.  Schillinger  v.  Boe8,  85  Ky. 
357,  3  S.  W.  427;  Broton  v.  Balfour,  46 
Minn.  68,  12  L.  R.  A.  373,  48  N.  W.  604; 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  How,  65  Minn.  187,  67  N. 
W.  994.  It  seems  at  least  doubtful  as  to 
whether  or  not  these  decisions  properly  oon- 
strue  the  statutes  of  these  states.  The  de- 
cisions in  other  states — particularly  in  New 
York — hold  similar  language  to  create  an 
exemption  only  as  to  the  member  or  in- 
sured. In  New  York  the  language  of  the 
statute  is  that  such  funds  shall  be  exempt 
"from  execution,  and  shall  not  be  liable  to 
be  seized,  taken,  or  appropriated  by  any 
legal  or  equitable  process  to  pay  any  debt 
or  liability  of  such  deceased  member."  Bolt 
V.  Key  hoe,  30  Hun,  619.  The  Kentucky  and 
^linnesota  cases  are  criticised  by  Freeman 
in  his  work  on  Executions,  3d  ed.  vol.  2,  $ 
2346.  But  the  author  says,  in  speaking  of 
the  language  of  the  statutes  in  those  states : 
"If  these  statutes  stopped  with  the  words 
'exempt  from  execution,'  there  would  be  no 
doubt  of  the  exemption  in  favor,  of  the 
beneficiary;  but  the  additional  words  in  the 
statute  indicate  that  the  legislature  had  in 
mind  merely  the  debts  or  other  liabilities  of 
members  of  the  association  in  question,  and 
hence  that,  after  the  benefit  was  received 
by  a  person  other  than  a  member,  it  would 
be  subject  to  the  usual  laws  relating  to  ex- 
ecutions." In  our  Code  the  statute  stops 
with  the  words  "exempt  from  execution." 
Under  our  statute,  necessary  household  and 
kitchen  furniture  is  exempt  from  execution ; 
and,  if  the  wife  succeeds  to  such  furniture, 
it  is  equally  exempt  as  to  her  debts.  The 
farming  utensils  or  implements  of  husband- 
ry of  the  judgment  debtor  are  exempt,  and, 
if  the  son  should  take  them  under  the  will 
of  his  father,  following  his  father's  occu- 
pation, they  would  still  be  exempt  as  to  the 
son's  debts.  Equally  true  as  to  the  insur- 
ance money  in  controversy  herein.  If  it  had 
come  to  J.  F.  Jenkins  in  his  lifetime,  it  is 
conceded  that  it  would  have  been  exempt  as 
to  his  debts.  It  came  to  his  wife  as  his 
beneficiary,  and  is  equally  exempt  as  to  her 
debts. 

As  to  the  policy  payable  to  and  collected 
by  the  estate,  the  estate  was  the  beneficiary, 
and  the  money  was,  for  the  reasons  before 
stated,  exempt  from  execution.  It  was  there- 
fore assets  of  the  deceased  exempt  from  exe- 
cution, and  was  properly  set  apart  to  the 
widow  as  being  so  exempt.    Code  Civ.  Proc. 
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S  1465;  Re  Miller,  121  Cal.  353,  63  Pac.  «06. 
The  administrator  or  executor  is  not  the 
owner  of  any  part  of  the  estate.  He,  in  his 
official  character,  only  holds  it  in  trust  for 
the  parties  entitled  to  it,  subject  to  the  pur- 
poses of  administration.  The  title  to  the  in- 
surance money  came  to  respondent,  Annie  J. 
Jenkins,  through  the  estate,  and  under  the 
order  setting  it  apart,  and  vested  the  title 
in  her  as  effectually  as  if  she  had  been 
named  as  the  beneficiary  of  the  policy.  We 
can  see  no  reason  why  the  insurance  money 
coming  to  her  directly  as  beneficiary  should 
be  exempt  from  execution,  and  not  that 
coming  to  her  indirectly  through  the  estate 
and  the  order  setting  it  apart.  In  either 
case  it  is  exempt  from  execution.  In  one 
case  the  instrument  of  life  insurance  gives 
her  the  title;  in  the  other^  the  law  gives  it 
to  her.  The  statute  provides  that  all  prop- 
erty exempt  from  execution  shall  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  the  surviving  husband 
or  wife.  Code  Civ.  Proc.  $  1465.  If  it  is  ex- 
empt from  execution  before  being  set  apart, 
it  does  not  cease  to  be  so  the  moment  it  is 
set  apart.  The  widow  takes  the  family  al- 
lowance by  order  of  the  court.  After  it  is 
paid  to  her,  it  cannot  be  seized  on  execution 
for  her  prior  debts  and  diverted  from  the 
support  of  the  family.  The  principle  is  ful- 
ly discussed  in  regard  to  a  homestead  set 
apart  for  the  family  in  Keyes  v.  Cyrus,  100 
Cal.  322,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  296,  34  Pac.  722. 
It  was  there  held  that  the  provision  for  set- 
ting apart  exempt  property,  including  a 
homestead,  was  for  the  protection  and  sup- 
port of  the  family.  The  court  said:  "The 
authority  given  to  the  court  in  the  first  part 
of  §  1465  to  set  apart  for  the  family  'all 
the  property  exempt  from  execution,  includ- 
ing the  homestead  selected,*  implies  that  the 
property,  when  set  apart,  is  exempt  from 
execution.  ...  A  homestead  may  be 
set  apart  to  the  widow,  even  though  the 
estate  be  insolvent,  and  the  property  so  set 
apart  constitute  the  entire  estate  of  the  de- 
cedent; but,  if  the  homestead  thus  set  apart 
to  her  could  be  immediately  taken  in  exe- 
cution by  one  of  her  creditors,  it  would  fail 
to  be  available  for  her  use  or  support,  and 
it  might  happen  that  her  creditor  would  fare 
better  than  a  creditor  of  the  decedent  whose 
money  had  perhaps  been  used  to  purchase 
the  very  property  so  set  apart."  In  Barnum 
v.  Boughton,  55  Conn.  117,  10  Atl.  514,  it 
was  held  that  money  paid  to  the  widow,  as 
an  allowance  for  her  support,  through  the 
probate  court,  could  not  be  taken  or  attached 
by  one  of  her  creditors.  The  court  said: 
"She  could  neitlier  ask  nor  receive  it  for  the 
payment  of  her  debts.  The  probate  court 
could  not  grant  it  for  that  purpose.  .  .  . 
If  one  allowance  can  be  intercepted,  so  can 
every  other,  for,  if  the  door  is  opened  for 
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one  creditor,  it  cannot  be  closed  against  any, 
and  the  entire  estate  might  thus  be  diverted 
from  its  legal  destination.  The  law  will  not 
permit  the  instant  necessities  of  the  widow 
and  the  ultimate  rights  of  the  creditors  of 
the  estate  to  be  postponed,  in  its  name,  to 
the  demands  of  her  creditors."  So  in  this 
case  the  court  will  not  allow  the  insurance 
money  wliich  is  exempt  from  execution  as 
to  the  creditors  of  the  estate  to  be  taken  by 
the  creditors  of  the  widow.  It  is  equally 
exempt  as  to  them. 

Appellant  contends  that  by  the  deposit  of 
the  money  in  the  bank  the  money  lost  its 
identity,  and  that  thereafter  the  bank  owed 
Annie  J.  Jenkins  the  money;  that  the  debtor 
thus  voluntarily  parted  with  the  money 
which  was  exempt,  and  acquired  in  lieu 
thereof  a  credit  due  by  the  bank.  Such  con- 
struction would  seem  to  be  unreasonable, 
and  no  authority  is  cited  which  supports  it. 
It  is  true  that,  in  one  sense,  by  the  deposit 
the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  was  cre- 
ated as  between  the  bank  and  Mrs.  Jenkins: 
but  she  put  the  exempt  money  in  the  bank. 
She  regarded  it  as  money  in  the  bank.  She 
expected  to,  and  did,  draw  it  as  she  needed 
it.  The  bank  did  not  give  her  the  identical 
pieces  of  money  that  .she  deposited,  but  it 
.i^ave  her,  as  she  drew  upon  it,  money  equal 
in  value  and  kind.  She  was  not  required  to 
keep  the  money  buried,  or  in  her  stocking, 
in  order  to  have  it  remain  exempt.  If  the 
apjwllant's  theory  is  correct,  she  could  not 
luive  paid  a  $5  grocery  bill  with  a  $20  piece, 
receiving  $15  in  change,  without  the  risk  of 
having  the  $15  attached.  The  law  does  not 
require  such  absurdity.  The  cases  cited  by 
appellant  arose  under  the  United  States 
pension  laws,  and  are  not  in  point.  The 
section  of  the  Revised  Statutes  construed 
provides:  "No  sum  of  money  due,  or  to  be- 
come due,  to  any  pensioner,  shall  be  liable 
to  attachment,"  etc.  The  courts  have  cor- 
rectly held  that  the  section  only  protected 
the  money  while  due  or  in  course  of  trans- 
mission to  the  pensioner.  3kloney  due,  or  to 
become  due,  is  designed  to  protect  the 
amount  of  the  pension  until  it  reaches  the 
hands  of  the  pensioner.  It  is  then  no  longer 
money  due,  or  to  become  due.  Our  statute 
exempts  the  money,  and,  although  deposited 
in  the  bank,  it  is  stili  money  and  protected. 
It  has  not  lost  its  identity  because  of  the 
fact  that  the  identical  coins  or  bills  de- 
posited a^^e  not  to  be  returned.  Respondent 
probably  never  saw  any  coins  or  bills,  but 
took  the  checks  which  the  insurance  com- 
pany gave  her  as  evidence  that  it  had  ttie 
money  for  her,  and  deposited  them  with  ilie 
bank;  having  the  amounts  credited  in  her 
bankbook  as  evidence  that  she  had  the 
money  in  the  bank.  In  Hihernia  Sav.  cC-  L. 
Soo.  v.  San  Francisco,  139  Cal.  205,  96  Am. 
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8t  Rep.  100,  72  Pac.  920,  it  was  held  that 
the  checks  or  orders  drawn  upon  the 
Treasurer  or  Assistant  Treasurer  of  the 
United  States,  payable  on  demand,  are  not 
merely  obligations  of  the  United  States,  but 
<K)lveDt  credits,  subject  to  tfixation.  The 
court  said:  "The  orders  were  simply  a  con- 
venient mode  of  payment  of  the  obligation. 
They  were,  for  all  practical  purposes,  the 
money  itself."  So  in  the  case  at  bar  the 
qredit  in  the  bank  is,  for  all  practical  pur- 
poses, under  the  exemption  laws,  to  be  re- 
garded as  the  money  itself.  Respondent  had 
the  right  to  have  the  levy  set  aside  upon  the 
exempt  property.  Section  656,  Code  Civ. 
Proc.,  provides  that  the  writ  may  be  dis- 
charged when  the  same  was  improperly  or 
irregularly  issued.  This  was  not  a  dis- 
^lution  of  the  writ  of  attachment,  but  an 
order  setting  aside  the  levy  as  to  the  ex- 
empt property.  It  would  be  strange  if  a 
court  were  so  impotent  that  it  could  not  set 
aside  the  erroneous  levy  of  its  own  writ 
upon  exempt    property.      Any    other     rule 


would  compel  the  injured  party  to  bring  a 
suit  for  damages,  which  not  only  would  lead 
to  delay,  but  might  in  the  end  prove  futile. 
Courts  have  power  over  their  own  process, 
and  to  set  aside  a  levy  of  a  writ  of  attach- 
ment or  execution  upon  exempt  property.  2 
Freeman,  Executions,  §  271;  8  Enc.  PL  & 
Pr.  p.  579,  and  cases  cited;  Sandburg  v. 
Papineau,  81  111.  446. 

It  follows  that  the  order    should   be   af- 
firmed. 

We  concur:     Gray,  C;  Smith,  C. 

Per  Curiam: 

For  reasons  given  in  the  foregoing  opin- 
ion, the  order  ia  affirmed. 

MoFarland,  Hensliaw,  and  Lorisan, 

JJ.,  concur. 

Petition    for    rehearing    in    banc    denied 
February  16,  1905. 


UNITED   STATES   CIRCUIT   COURT   OF  APPEALS,  NINTH  CIRCUIT. 


Re  PETITION  OF  PACIFIC  MAIL  STEAM- 
SHIP COMPANY  for  Limitation  of  Lia- 
bility Arising  out  of  Loss  of  the  City  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro. 

(64  C.  C.  A.  410,  130  Fed.  76.) 

1.  A  stcamalilii  company  1«  not  entitled 
to  a  limitation  of  Itn  liability  for 
loss     of      passenflfers     and      bagrffaipe 

through  the  sinking  of  its  vessel,  where  its 
crew  coald  not  understand  the  language  of 
its  officers,  and  were  not  drilled  in  the  launch- 
Ine  of  the  boats,  so  ttiat  after  the  accident 
but  one  boat  was  successfully  launched,  al- 
though there  was  time  enough  to  launch  them 
oil  had  proper  orders  been  given  and  obeyed, 
and  the  statute  provides  that  no  steamer 
carrying  passengers  shall  depart  from  any 
port  unless  she  shall  have  in  her  service  a 
full  complement  of  licensed  'ofBcers,  and  a 
full  crew  sufficient  at  all  times  to  manage  the 
vessel. 

2.  The  dcKstrine  of  fello-«T  service  x^lll 
not  defeat  tlie  liability  of  a  steam- 
Khip  company  for  death  of  a  member  of 
the  crew  through  the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  al- 
though the  cause  of  the  accident  was  the  neg- 
Hsence  of  the  master  and  pilot,  where  the 
ioMs  of  life  was  due  to  inability  to  launch 
the  boats  because  of  Insufficiency  of  the 
crew  in  that  they  could  not  understand  the 
language  of  the  .officers,  and  had  not  been 
drilled  in  lowering  the  boats. 

(May  2,  1904.) 


Note. — For  another  case  In  this  series  as  to 
when  steamship  company  cannot  take  advan- 
tage of  statute  permitting  limitation  of  liabil- 
ity, flee  Weisshaar  v.  Kimball  R.  8.  Co.  65  L.  R. 
A.  84. 
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CROSS-APPEALS  from  a  decree  of  the 
District  Court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  Northern  District  of  California  limiting 
the  liability  of  petitioner  for  loss  of  life 
through  the  sinking  of  one  of  its  steam- 
ships; the  petitioner  excepting  to  so  much 
of  the  decree  as  held  it  liable  for  a  greater 
sum  than  it  contended  for;  and  persons 
claiming  damages  excepting  to  so  much  as 
permitted  a  limitation  of  liability.  Reversed 
on  appeal  of  passengers. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Gilbert  and  Ross,  Circuit 
Judges,  and  Hawley^  District  Judge. 

Mr,  William.  Demnan,  for  passengers, 
appellants: 

In  order  to  limit  its  liability,  the  peti- 
tioner has  resting  upon  it  the  burden  of 
proving  that  the  "damage  or  injury  done, 
occasioned,  or  incurred,"  shall  be  done  with- 
out the  privity  or  knowledge  of  such  owner 
or  owners. 

U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  §  4283,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat. 
1901,  p.  2943. 

The  words  "sufficient  at  all  times  to 
manage  the  vessel"  include  the  time  when 
the  lifeboats  should  be  launched  to  save  the 
passengers  at  the  wrecking  of  the  vessel; 
and  the  owners  failed  to  supply  a  crew  suf- 
ficient for  such  an  occasion. 

Kimball  v.  Tucker,  10  Mass.  196;  The 
Lady  Pike  (Oermania  Ins.  Co.  v.  The  Ladv 
Pike)  21  Wall.  12,  22  L.ed.  602;  The  Gentle- 
man, Olcott,  116,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  6,324;  Tait 
v.  Levi,  14  East,  482;  Parsons  v.  Empire 
Transp.  Co.  49  C.  C.  A.  302,  111  Fed.  208. 
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The  burden  of  proof  is  on  the  owners  to 
show  that  the  loss  of  life  could  not  possibly 
arise  from  the  insufficiency  of  the  crew. 

The  Pennsylvania  {The  Pennsylvania  v. 
Troop)  19  Wall.  136,  22  L.  ed.  151;  Riche- 
lieu d  O,  Nav.  Co.  V.  Boston  Marine  Ins. 
Co.  136  U.  S.  415,  34  L.  ed.  401,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  934;  The  Ouildhall,  58  Fed.  800;  The 
Annie  Faxon,  21  C.  C.  A.  366,  44  U.  S.  App. 
591,  75  Fed.  319. 

Messrs.  GaTin  MoKab,  TImohum  A 
Crerstle,  W.  P.  Hnmplirej,  R.  H.  Coun- 
tryman, W.  H.  WilUtt,  CUokerins  A 
Gregory,  R.  H.  Cross>  Bien  A  Jaokson, 
A.  Morsenthal,  Corset  A  Goodwin, 
Charles  E.  Snook,  and  Ro^er  Johnson 
also  for  passengers,  appellants. 

Messrs,  Charles  Pa«e  and  Ward  Mo- 
Allister  for  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Com- 
pany. ^ 

Ross,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the  opin- 
ion of  the  court: 

The  steamship  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro, 
whose  home  port  was  San  Francisco,  on  en- 
tering the  Bay  of  San  Francisco  on  the  22d 
<lay  of  February,  1901,  on  one  of  her  return 
trips  from  Hong  ivong  and  intermediate 
ports,  struck  a  reef  of  rocks  near  the  Gold- 
en Gate,  and  within  twenty  minutes  sank 
beneath  the  waters,  carrying  down  a  large 
number  of  her  passengers  and  crew  and  all 
of  her  cargo.  Shortly  thereafter,  to  wit, 
March  19,  1901,  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship 
Company,  owner  of  the  ship,  filed  in  the 
court  below  its  petition  for  limitation  of 
liability,  alleging  therein  that  the  sinking 
of  the  ship  occurred  by  reason  of  the  perils 
of  the  sea,  and  praying  for  a  limitation  of 
liability,  and  for  the  privilege  of  contest- 
ing any  liability  for  the  losses  that  occurred. 
The  court  below  directed  a  reference  to  its 
commissioner  to  ascertain  and  report  the 
value  of  the  ship  and  freight  pending.  Evi- 
dence was  taken  showing  the  amounts  col- 
lected by  the  petitioner  on  the  ship's  out- 
ward voyage  for  passage  money  and  freight 
and  the  amount  received  and  agreed  to  be 
paid  upon  the  return  voyage.  In  respect 
to  the  question  of  freight  pending,  it  was 
shown  that  all  goods  lost  had  been  shipped 
under  bills  of  lading  containing  these  pro- 
visions: "Freight  for  the  same  to  be  paid 
in  United  States  gold  coin,  said  freight  to 
be  considered  earned,  steamer  or  goods  lost 
or  not  lost  at  any  stage  of  the  entire  trans- 
it. ..  .  The  foregoing  bill  of  lading  is 
issued  subject  to  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  an  act  of  Congress  of  the  United  States 
of  America,  approved  February  13,  1893, 
•  entitled  *An  Act  Relating  to  Navigation  of 
Vessels,  Bills  of  Lading,  and  to  Certain  Ob- 
ligations, Duties,  and  Rights  in  Connection 
with  the  Carriage  of  Property'  (Acts  of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


52d  Congress,  2d  Session,  page  445,  chap. 
105),  the  provisions  of  which  are  hereby 
made  a  part  hereof,  and  are  deemed  to  con- 
trol and  express  the  contract  of  the  parties 
hereto  in  all  cases  where  there  may  be  {if 
there  be  any  such  cases)  a  difference  be- 
tween the  expressed  provisions  of  the  bill  of 
lading  and  the  terms  of  8uc\^  act  of  Con- 
gress." 

Based  upon  evidence  introduced  before  the 
commissioner,  that  officer  reported  to  the 
court  findings  to  the  effect  that  the  peti- 
tioner was,  and  still  is,  the  sole  owner  of 
the  steamship,  the  value  of  which,  in  its 
wrecked  condition,  was  $150;  that  the  voy- 
age which  terminated  in  the  wreck  and  loss 
of  the  ship  began  at  Hong  Kong,  China,  on 
the  22d  day  of  January,  1901;  that  the 
freight  money  collected  at  Hong  Kong  and 
way  ports  for  the  voyage  to  San  Francisco, 
and  that  which  was  to  have  been  collected  at 
the  latter  place,  "is  earned  and  the  freight 
pending  in  this  cause,"  and  appraising  the 
value  of  the  ship  and  her  freight  pending  as 
follows : 

Steamship  City  of  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, and  her  tackle,  apparel, 
machinery,  and   furniture $      150  00 

Freight  and  passage  money  pend- 
ing         24,827  93 


.  ToUl  $24,977  93 

The  commissioner  took  no  account  of  the 
freight  or  passenger  money  collected  on  the 
outward  voyage  of  the  ship. 

To  his  report  the  claimant,  Sarah  Guyon, 
administratrix  of  the  estate  of  Henry  Guy- 
on, deceased,  filed  these  exceptions: 

''(I.)  Claimant  excepts  to  the  following 
finding  of  said  report  and  appraisement: 
'1  do  further  find  that  the  voyage  which 
terminated  in  the  wreck  and  loss  of  the 
aforesaid  steamship  at  the  entrance  to  San 
Francisco  harbor  on  the  22d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1901,  began  at  Hong  Kong  on  the  22d 
day  of  January,  1901,*  on  the  grounds:  (a) 
That  there  is  no  evidence  before  the  commis- 
sioner to  show  that  the  said  voyage  began 
at  Hong  Kong,  China,  (b)  That  the  evidence 
conclusively  established  that  the  voyage  for 
which  the  freight  was  pending  at  the  time 
of  the  said  wreck  began  at  San  Francisco 
on  or  about  December  14,  1900,  and  extended 
through  the  ports  of  Honolulu,  Yokohama, 
Kob^,  Nagasaki,  Shanghai,  to  Hong  Kong, 
and  return  to  San  Francisco,  touching  at 
the  same  ports  in  the  reverse  order. 

"(II.)  Claimant  excepts  to  the  following 
finding:  'I  do  further  find  the  freight  and 
passage  money  pending  for  the  aforesaid 
voyage  to  be  the  sum  of  $24,827.93,'  on  the 
grounds:   (a)  That  the  term  'aforesaid  voy- 
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age'  is  ambiguous,  and  that  it  cani>ot  be 
determined  therefrom  whether  the  said  term 
applies  to  the  voyage  on  which  the  City  of 
Rio  de  Janeiro  was  wrecked,  or  whether  it 
refers  to  the  portion  of  the  voyage  begin- 
ning at  Hong  Kong  January  22,  1901 ;  claim- 
ant admitting  the  said  sum  to  be  the  freight 
pending  for  the  latter,  but  excepting  to  the 
said  sum  as  a  finding  of  the  freight  for  the 
entire  voyage,  (b)  That  the  evidence  con- 
clusively shows  the  freight  pending  for  the 
voyage  on  which  the  City  of  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro was  wrecked  to  have  been  $55,412.95. 
"(III.)  Claimant  excepts  to  the  follow- 
ing finding  and  appraisement:  *I  do  fur- 
ther appraise  the  value  of  the  said  steam- 
ship and  her  freight  pending  as  follows: 

••Steam.<jhip  City  of  Rio  de  Ja- 
neiro, her  tackle,  apparel,  and 
furniture    $      150  00 

Freight  and  pa.ssage  money 
pending  24,827  93 

Total   $24,977  93 

" — On  the  grounds:    (a)   That  the  evidence 
conclusively     shows     that   the    venture     in 
which  claimant  was  interested  was  the  send- 
ing of  the  City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  on  a  voy- 
age   from    San   Francisco   to   Asiatic   ports 
\,        and    return  to  carry  for    hire    passengers, 
freight,  and    mails,  and  that    the     freight 
pending  for  the  portion  of  the  voyage  from 
San  Francisco  to  Hong  Kong,  amounting  to 
$30^02.11,  should  be  added  to  the  $24,827.- 
97  earned  on  the  homeward  trip  of  the  voy- 
age; making  the  total  appraisement  for  the 
freight    pending  $55,040.04.    (b)    That   the 
evidence  shows  conclusively  that  the  value 
of  the  ship  after  the  wreck  was  $500,  and 
that   this   sum   should  be   included   in   the 
:^id  appraisement,    (c)   That  the  appraise- 
ment of  the  said  vessel  should  be  amended 
as  follows: 

"Freight  pending  for  venture..   $55,040  04 
Wreck  $500.00;  boats  $150.00..  650  00 


ToUl $55,690  04 

"Wherefore  claimant  prays  that  the  said 
exceptions  to  the  said  report  and  appraise- 
ment be  allowed,  and  that  the  said  appraise- 
ment be  recommitted  to  the  said  commis- 
sioner, with  instructions  to  amend  the  same 
by  adding  thereto  the  item  of  $30,212.11  as 
for  freight  pending  for  the  outward  trip  of 
the  voyage  on  which  the  said  steamship 
*^Ank,  and  the  item  of  $500  as  for  the  value 
of  the  ship  after  the  wreck." 

The  petitioners  filed  the  following:     "Pe- 
ritioners  except  to  the  follcn^'ing  finding  of 
^        said  report  and  appraisement:     'And  that 
m  L.JL  A. 


which  was  to  have  been  collected  at  San 
Francisco.'  Wherefore  petitioners  pray  that 
the  said  appraisement  be  recommitted  to  the 
said  commissioner,  with  instructions  to 
amend  the  same  by  deducting  the  sum  of 
$13,729.17  for  freight  which  was  to  have 
been  collected  at  San  Francisco." 

All  of  the  exceptions  were  overruled. 

Various  claims  having  been  filed  for  dam- 
age by  reason  of  loss  of  life  and  for  loss  of 
goods,  baggage,  etc.,  the  cause  came  on  for 
trial  before  the  court  upon  its  merits.  The 
court  found  and  held  that  the  sinking  of 
the  ship  was  not  due  to  any  peril  of  the 
sea,  but  to  the  gross  negligence  of  her  mas- 
ter and  pilot;  after  which  the  petitioner 
moved  for  a  reduction  of  the  bond  so  far  as 
it  represented  freight  pending,  which  motion 
was   denied. 

In  and  by  its  final  decree  the  court  below 
awarded  damages  to  various  of  the  claim- 
ants who  were  representatives  of  lost  pas- 
sengers, or  who  had  themselves  suffered  in- 
jury, in  amounts  vaggregating  $35,125,  but 
limited  the  liability  of  the  petitioner  for 
such  damages  to  the  sum  of  $24,977.93,  with 
interest  thereon  from  March  19,  1901,  which 
sum,  with  interest,  was  directed  to  be  paid 
into  the  registry  of  the  court  within  ten 
days,  and  to  be  apportioned  among  the  va- 
rious claimants  to  whom  damages  were  so 
awarded  after  the  payment  out  of  such  fund 
of  all  the  costs  of  the  proceeding  except  the 
cost  incurred  in  the  proceedings  relating  to 
the  appraisement  of  the  steamship  and  her 
freight  pending,  which  the  petitioner  was 
directed  to  pay.  The  court  held  against  the 
claims  of  Clara  Barwick,  and  Ruth  Miller 
as  executrix  of  the  estate  of  Sarah  Wake- 
field, deceased. 

From  the  decree  various  of  the  claimants, 
as  also  the  petitioner,  have  appealed.  The 
ground  of  the  petitioner's  appeal  is  that, 
inasmuch  as  the  court  below  found  and  held 
that  the  loss  occurred  solely  by  reason  of 
the  negligence  of  the  ship's  officers,  and  not 
by  reason  of  any  peril  of  the  sea,  it  erred 
in  holding  that  pending  freight  included 
either  any  prepaid  freight  or  prepaid  pas- 
sage money,  or  any  uncollected  and  uncol- 
lectible or  unearned  freight,  and  that,  in- 
stead of  limiting  the  liability  of  the  ship 
to  $24,977.93,  it  should  have  been  limited 
to  the  sum  of  $4,483.53,  which  latter  sum, 
it  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner, 
is  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  value  of  the 
ship  and  her  freight  pending.  The  main 
ground  of  the  appeal  of  those  of  the  claim- 
ants whose  appeal  is  from  that  portion  of 
the  final  decree  adjudging  "that  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  Pacific  Mail  Steamship  Company 
for  said  damages  be  and  hereby  is  limited 
to  the  sum  of  $24,977.93  and  interest  there- 
on from  March  19,  1901,"  is  that^he  crew. 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


74 


United  States  Cibcuit  Coubt  of  Appeals. 


May, 


of  the  lost  steamship  "spoke  and  understood 
only  the  language  of  a  race  and  nation  dif- 
ferent from  the  officers  immediately  in  com- 
mand over  them  in  the  launching  of  the  life- 
boats on  said  vessel,  and  that  they  could 
not  speak  or  understand  the  commands  of 
said  officers,  and  that  they  had  never  been 
drilled  in  the  launching  of  the  lifeboats  to 
train  them  to  launch  the  same  without  com- 
mands, and  that  the  said  crew  was  there- 
fore not  sufficient  at  all  times  to  man  said 
steam  vessel  carrying  passengers,  and  that 
the  injury  to  claimants  arose  from  said  in- 
sufficiency," and  *^that  the  officers  of  said 
City  of  Rio  de  Janeiro  in  command  of  her 
eleven  lifeboats  could  not  speak  any  lan- 
guage which  the  members  of  the  crew  im- 
mediately under  their  command  in  launcli- 
ing  said  boats  could  understand,  which  said 
erew  had  not  been  trained  in  launching  said 
boats,  and  therefore  that  said  Pacific  Mail 
Steamship  Company  has  not  supplied  a  full 
complement  of  officers  sufficient  at  all  times 
to  manage  a  steam  vessel  carrying  passen- 
gers, and  that  the  injuries  to  the  claimants 
arose  through  said  insufficiency." 

It  18  apparent  that,  if  this  position  of  the 
claimants  is  well  founded,  the  petitioner  is 
not  entitled  to  any  limitation  of  its  liabil- 
ity, the  questions  presented  on  its  appeal 
become  immaterial,  and  the  claimants  to 
whom  damages  were  awarded  by  the  court 
below  will  be  entitled  to  judgment  for  the 
full  amounts  so  awarded  thejn,  together 
with  their  costs,  whether  the  voyage  on 
which  the  disaster  occurred  should  include 
the  round  trip  from  San  Francisco  to  Hong 
Kong  and  back,  as  contended  on  the  part  of 
the  claimants,  or  is  limited  to  the  return 
trip  from  Hong  Kong  to  San  Francisco,  as 
contended  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner.  The 
record  shows  tliat  the  disaster  occurred  about 
half  past  5  o'clock  of  the  morning  of  Febru- 
ary 22,  1901.  The  fog  was  so  dense  that  the 
day  afforded  no  light.  It  was  very  dark,  but 
the  water  was  smooth,  and  there  was  but 
little,  if  any,  list  to  the  ship  as  she  sank, 
which  slie  did  in  twenty  minutes  from  the 
time  of  striking  the  rocks.  She  carried  211 
persons  and  11  lifeboats,  3  of  which  were 
swung  by  davits  from  the  sides  of  the  ship, 
and  8  of  which  were  on  skids  on  the  roofs 
of  the  deckhouses.  Their  equipment  and  the 
apparatus  for  launching  them  was  good.  The 
evidence  is  that  under  such  conditions  five 
minutes  was  ample  time  for  the  lowering 
-of  the  boats.  It  further  shows  that  there 
was  no  panic  among  the  passengers  or  crew ; 
that  the  passengers  behaved  well;  and  that 
the  captain,  immediately  upon  the  ship's 
striking  the  rocks,  sounded  the  alarm,  and 
called  the  crew  to  the  boats.  Each  of  the 
boats  was  commanded  by  a  white  officer, 
and  manned  by  a  part  of  the  Chinese  crew. 
<J9  L.  R.  A. 


Yet  but  three  of  the  eleven  boats  were  low- 
ered into  the  water,  one  of  which  (the  aft 
quarter  boat  No.  10)  was  lowered  by  Offi- 
cer Coghlan  and  the  ship's  carpenter,  and 
but  three  of  the  hundred  and  odd  passen- 
gers that  the  ship  carried  were  taken  into 
:\ny  boat.  There  must,  in  the  very  nature  of 
things,  have  been  some  paramount,  control- 
ling cause  for  all  this.  And  that  cause,  we 
think,  is  very  easily  to  be  seen.  It  was  not 
merely  for  the  reason  that  the  men  depended 
upon  to  man*  the  boats  were  Chinese.  To 
the  contrary,  the  evidence  is  that  the  Chi- 
nese make  excellent  sailors. 

We  extract  the  following  from  the  testi- 
mony of  Capt.  Seabury,  a  most  competent 
and  experienced  mariner,  and  who,  at  the 
time  of  giving  his  testimony  r^  this  cause, 
had  completed  his  sixty-fifth  round  voyaj^'c 
from  San  Francisco  to  the  Orient  for  the 
petitioner: 

A,  Every  time  I  have  been  to  sea  on  this 
side  of  the  continent,  and  every  time  I  have 
had  a  white  crew,  we  have  always  had 
trouble  with  them  getting  drunk;  especially 
sailing  days.  At  times  at  sea — ^when  I  ran 
to  Australia,  where  I  made  five  voyages — 
twice  we  had  a  white  crew,  and  there  was 
scarcely  a  day  but  I  did  not  have  to  go  to 
the  police  court  on  account  of  some  row  that 
they  made.  I  have  always  found  the  Chi- 
nese crew  obedient,  able  to  do  their  work, 
and  always  on  hand  in  bad  weather,  and 
not  eyeservants.  You  do  not  have  to  watch 
them  in  the  ordinary  run  of  work. 

Q.  During  those  sixty-five  voyages,  Cap- 
tain Seabury,  have  you  ever  encountered  any 
typhoons? 

A.  Yes,   sir;    two  or  three. 

Q.  And  any  bad  weather? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  I  had  a  very  bad  one  last 
September. 

Q.  At  the  time  did  you  have  a  Chinese 
crew  ? 

A.  Yes,  sir;  on  this  same  ship. 

Q,  How  did  they  behave  in  time  of  peril? 

A.  As  well  as  any  men  could  possibly  be- 
have. They  never  stow  away  in  dark  nights 
in  bad  weather.  They  are  always  right 
there,  and  you  can  always  make  sure  of 
tliem. 

Q,  Have  you  ever  seen  them  in  time  of 
wreck  ? 

A.  I  have  never  been  wrecked,  not  since 
I  have  been  steamshipping.     1  have  in  sail- 
ing   schooners.     We  had    pretty   nearly    a 
wreck  on  the  Alaska  in  1879,  and  had  to' 
turn  back. 

Q.  With  a  Chinese  crew? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Did  they  behave  well? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  How  many  men  have  you  on  the  China 
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BOW  in  your  crewt  By  the  word  "crew"  I 
meau  sailors.  I  do  not  mean  men  in  the 
steward's  department,  or  men  in  the  steer- 
age department,  or  men  in  the  fireroom.  I 
mean  crew — sailor  men. 

Mr.  Denman:  I  object  to  the  question  as 
incompetent,  irrelevant,  and  immaterial, 
and  in  no  way  referring  to  the  City  of  Rio 
de  Janeiro,  the  ship  in  issue. 

A.  Thirty-two. 

Mr.  McAllister:     Q.  Thirty- two  men? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  Can  any  of  those  men  speak  English  T 

Mr.  Denman:      The  same  objection. 

1.  All  of  them  can  speak  English.  Some 
cannot  speak  quite  so  well  as  others,  but  all 
of  them  can  understand  .when  you  give  them 
an  order  about  the  ship. 

Mr.  McAllister:  Q.  Can  you  give  to  a 
majority  of  that  crew  yourself  an  order  in 
English  to  haul  this  rope,  or  do  this  or  that, 
whatever  you  saw  fit? 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q.  And  would  they  imderstand  you! 

A.  Yes,  sir. 

But  how  about  Chinese  sailors,  or  sail- 
ors of  any  other  class  or  race,  who  cannot 
understand  the  orders  that  become  neces- 
sary in  the  course  of  their  duties  because  of 
a  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  language  in 
which  they  have  to  be  given?  That  is  the 
question  we  have  to  consider  and  determine 
here.*  It  is  declared  by  §  4463  of  the  same 
statutes  [U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901  p.  3045] 
that  **no  steamer  carrying  passengers  shall 
depart  from  any  port  unless  she  shall  have 
in  her  service  a  full  complement  of  licensed 
otKoers  and  full  crew,  sutlicient  at  all  times 
to  manage  the  vessel,  including  the  proper 
number  of  watchmen.  But  if  any  such  ves- 
^I  ...  is  deprived  of  the  services  of 
any  licensed  officer,  without  the  consent, 
fault,  or  collusion  of  the  master,  owner,  or 
any  person  interested  in  the  vessel,  the  de- 
ticiency  may  be  temporarily  supplied,  until 
■Withers   licensed   can   be  obtained." 

It  is,  as  was  said  by  Judge  Hawley  in  Re 
Meyer,  74  Fed.  885,  "the  duty  of  the  own- 
ers of  a  steamer  carrying  goods  and  pas- 
**>tiger8,  not  only  to  provide  a  seaworthy  ves- 
^1.  but  they  must  also  provide  the  vessel 
^ith  a  crew  adequate  in  number,  and  com- 
petent for  their  duty  with  reference  to  all 


•Section  4403  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  the 
rnited  States  (U.  8.  Comp.  Stat  1001,  p.  8058), 
provides  that  "wheuever  damage  Is  sustained  by 
any  passeofrer  or  his  baggage  from  explosion, 
Cre.  collision,  or  other  cause,  the  master  and 
T^e  owner  of  such  vessel,  or  either  of  them,  and 
tike  vessel,  shall  be  liable  to  each  and  every 
person  so  injured,  to  the  full  amount  of  d&m- 
«^  if  It  tiappens  through  any  neglect  or  failure 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  tnis  title,  or 
through  icnown  defects  or  Imperfections  of  the 
f'eaming  apparatus  or  of  the  hull  " 
«9  L  R.  A. 


the  exigencies  of  the  intended  route;"  not 
merely  competent  for  the  ordinary  duties  of 
an  uneventful  voyage,  but  for  any  exigency 
that  is  likely  to  happen,  such,  for  example, 
as  unfortunately  did  happen  in  the  present 
case, — the  striking  of  the  ship  on  a  reef  of 
rocks, — ^and  the  consequent  imperative  ne- 
cessity for  instant  action  to  save  the  lives 
of  passengers  and  crew.  The  duty  rested 
upon  the  petitioner  to  be  prepared  for  such 
an  emergency,  not  only  by  reason  of  the 
statute  cited,  but  by  the  general  maritime 
law.  In  the  case  of  The  Oentlemany  01  cot t, 
115,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  5,324,  it  was  held  that 
the  owners  were  liable  for  furnishing  an  in- 
adequate crew,  which  they  shipped  at  the 
Gambia  river.  West  Africa,  large  enough  in 
numbers,  but  sick  with  fever.  In  Tait  v. 
Leviy  14  East,  482,  it  was  held  that,  where 
the  captain  did  not  know  the  coast,  and  en- 
tered the  enemy's  port,  and  was  captured, 
the  vessel  was  "incompetently  fitted  out," 
because  there  was  no  proper  master  for  the 
purpose  of  the  voyage.  In  Parsons  v.  Em- 
pire Transp.  Co.  49  C.  C.  A.  302,  111  Fed. 
202,  208,  we  held  that,  where  the  owners  ap- 
pointed an  incompetent  superintendent  to 
manage  ships  in  Alaskan  waters,  they  were 
not  entitled  to  a  limitation  of  liability  for 
loss  arising  from  sending  out  a  barge  in 
wintry  and  stormy  weather.  There  can,  in 
our  opinion,  be  no  doubt  that  the  crew  of  a 
ship  must  be  not  only  sufficient  in  numbers, 
but  also  competent  for  the  duties  it  may  be 
called  upon  to  perform.  The  case  shows 
that  the  City  of  Rio  de  Janerio  left  the 
port  of  Honolulu,  on  the  voyage  under  con- 
sideration, with  a  crew  of  84  Chinamen, 
officered  by  white  men.  The  officers  could 
not  speak  the  language  of  the  Chinese,  and 
but  two  of  the  latter — the  boatswain  and 
chief  fireman — could  understand  that  of  the 
officers.  Consequently,  the  orders  of  the  of- 
ficers had  to  be  communicated  either 
through  the  boatswain  or  chief  fireman,  or 
by  signs  and  signals.  So  far  as  appears, 
that  seems  to  have  worked  well  enough  on 
the  voyage  in  question,  until  the  ship  came 
to  grief,  and  there  arose  the  necessity  for 
quick  and  energetic  action  in  the  darkness. 
In  that  emergency  the  crew  was  wholly  in- 
efficient and  incompetent,  as  the  sad  re- 
sults proved.  The  boats  were  in  separate 
places  on  the  ship.  The  sailors  could  not 
understand  the  language  in  which  the  or- 
ders of  the  officers  in  command  of  the  respec- 
tive boats  had  to  be  given.  It  was  too 
dark  for  them  to  see  signs  (if  signs  could 
have  been  intelligibly  given),  and  only  one 
of  the  two  Chinese  who  spoke  English  ap- 
pears to  have  known  anything  about  the 
lowering  of  a  boat;  and  there  had  been  no 
drill  of  the  crew  in  the  matter  of  lowering 
them.  Under  such  circumstances>it  is  not 
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surprising  that  but  three  of  the  boats  were 
lowered,  one  of  which  was  successfully 
launched  by  the  efforts  of  Officer  Coghlan 
and  the  ship's  carpenter,  another  of  which 
was  swamped  by  one  of  the  Chinese  crew 
letting  the  after  fall  down  with  a  run,  and 
the  third  of  which  was  lowered  so  slowly 
that  it  was  swamped  as  the  ship  went  down. 
We  have  no  hesitation  in  holding  that  the 
ship  was  insufficiently  manned,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  sailors  were  unable  to  under- 
stand and  execute  the  orders  made  impera- 
tive by  t]ie  exigency  that  unhappily  arose, 
and  resulted  so  disastrously  to  life,  as  well 
as  to  property.  It  results  from  what  has 
been  said  that  the  court  below  also  erred 
in  denying  the  appellant  Clara  Barwick's 
claim  made  on  her  own  behalf  and  that  of 
her  minor  children,  for  damages  for  the 
death  of  her  husband,  on  the  ground  that  he 
was  a  fellow  servant  of  the  master  and  pilot 
of  the  ship. 
The  action  of  the  court  in  respect  to  the 


claim  of  Ruth  Miller,  executrix  of  the  es- 
tate of  Sarah  Wakefield,  deceased,  was,  in 
our  opinion,  correct. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cause 
remanded,  with  directions  to  the  court  below 
to  enter  judgment  against  the  petitioner 
denying  its  application  for  a  limitation  of 
liability,  and  in  favor  of  the  respective 
claimants  for  the  full  amoimt  of  daninfjcs 
it  has  heretofore  awarded  them,  with  inter- 
est and  costs,  and  in  favor  of  the  claimant 
Clara  Barwick  for  such  amount  of  daniageis 
as  the  court  shall  find  from  the  evidence  al- 
ready taken,  or  that  may  be  taken,  she  is 
entitled  to  by  reason  of  the  death  of  her 
husband,  and  by  reason  of  the  loss  of  his 
personal  effects;  and  against  the  claim  of 
Ruth  Miller,  as  executrix  of  the  estate  of 
Sarah  Wakefield,  deceased,  in  so  far  as  it 
is  based  upon  her  death. 

Petition  for  writ  of  certiorari  denied  No- 
'  vember  7,   1904. 
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Samuel  D.  SMITH,  Trustee,  etc.,  of  AlfT«d 
Smith,  Deceased, 

V. 

C.  Bates  DANA  et  al 


(. 


Conn. 


.) 


1.  Inv^atm^nt  of  the  profits  of  ■  cor- 
poration In  permanent  workw  does  not 
capitalise  them,  so  that  upon  the  mile  of  the 
works  the  directors  cannot  distribute  them  as 
a  cash  dividend,  which  will  beloof:  to  life 
tenants,  and  not  to  remaindermen,  of  the 
stock. 

2.  CasU  dividends  npon  corporate  stock 
belons  to  tUe  life  tenants  notwithstand- 
inff  they  were  derived  from  the  sale  of  per- 
manent property  in  which  profits  had  been 
Invested. 

8.  TUe  rule  that  cash  dividends  on  cor- 
porate stock.  Ko  to  life  tenants*  and 
stock  dividends  to  the  remaindermen,  will  not 
yield  whenever  an  investlf?atlon  ml^ht  appear 
to  indicate  Its  failure  in  a  given  case  to  ac- 
complish what  might  be  conceived  to  be  exact 
Justice,  upon  the  basis  of  some  theoretical 
view  of  the  ultimate  rights  of  persons  assert- 
ing conflicting  successive  stock  Interests. 

4.  li^'lthdra^val  from  certain  Incidental 
brandies  of  business  which  a  cor- 
poration has  been  carrying  on  does 
not  make  the  distribution  of  the  money  in- 
vested in  them  as  dividends  a  partial  liquida- 
tion which  will  carry  the  dividends  to  the  re- 
maindermen as  against  life  tenants,  where  the 


capital  stock  Is  not  impaired,  and  its  value 
remains  above  par,  and  practically  the  same 
after  the  dividends  as  before. 

(March  9,  1905.) 

CROSS-APPEALS  by  the  respective  de- 
fendants from  a  judgment  of  the  Supe- 
rior Court  for  Hartford  CJounty  in  an  in- 
terpleader proceeding  to  determine  the 
rights  of  life  tenants  and  remaindermen  to 
certain  corporate  dividends.  Ret^ersed  on, 
the  appeal  of  the  life  tenants. 

The  facts  are  stated  'in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  CharlM  $.  Oroaa,  for  I.  C.  Bates 
Dana,  life  tenant,  appellant: 

Cash  dividends  are  income,  and  go  to  the 
life  tenant,  and  stock  dividends  are  capital, 
and  go  to  the  remainderman. 

2  Thomp.  Corp.  chap.  35,  art.  6,  §8  2193, 
2199,  2201,  2207,  2208,  2211,  2212,  2222. 

The  law  of  Connecticut  follows  the  gen- 
eral  rule. 

Mills  V.  Brition,  64  Conn.  12,  24  L.  R.  A. 
530,  29  Atl.  231 ;  Terry  v.  Eagle  Lock  Co. 
47  Conn.  141;  BrinUy  v.  Orou,  50  Conn. 
66,  47  Am.  Rep.  617 :  Hotchkiss  v.  Braincrd 
Quarry  Co.  58  Conn.  120,  19  Atl.  521 ; 
Spooner  v.  Phillips,  62  Conn.  62,  16  L.  R. 
A.  461,  24  Atl.  524. 

This  rule  is  based  upon  the  absolute  ne- 
cessities of  the  case. 


Note. — As  to  rights  of  life  tenants  and  re- 
maindermen with  respect  to  stock  dividends, 
see  also.  In  this  series,  Spooner  v.  Phillips,  16 
L.  R.  A.  461 ;  and  note;  Illte  v.  Hlte.  19  L.  R. 
A.  178;  Mills  v.  Britton,  24  L.  R.  A.  586: 
*i.*   I..  U.  A. 


Prltchott  V.  Nashville  Trust  Co.  33  L.  R.  A. 
856 ;  McT^uth  v.  Hunt,  30  L.  R.  A.  230 :  Qnlnn 
V.  Safe  Deposit  &  T.  Co.  53  L.  R.  A.  169 ;  and 
De  Koven  v.  Alsop,  63  L.  R.  A.  587. 
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Brinley  v.  Grou,  50  Conn.  76,  47  Am.  Rep. 
617;  Spooner  v.  Philiipa,  62  Conn.  74,  16 
L.  R.  A.  461,  24  Atl.  524;  Gibbons  v.  Ifafcon, 
136  U.  S.  549,  34  L.  ed.  525,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1057;  Hoichkiss  v.  Brainerd  Quarry 
Co.  58  Conn.   137,  19  Atl.  521. 

The  law  presumes  that  a  dividend  made 
by  a  going  concern  is  made  from  profits. 

2  Thomp.  Corp.   §  2193. 

The  stockholders  of  the  Holyoke  Water 
Power  Company  never  had  any  title  to,  or 
interest  in,  the  earnings,  property,  or  sur- 
plus   (as  such)   of  the  incidental  plants. 

GibhoM  V.  Mahon,  136  U.  S.  549,  34  L. 
ed.  525,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1057. 

They  were  the  sole  property  of  the  water 
power  company,  when  received  were  merged 
with  its  other  assets,  and  whether  they  were 
spent  or  set  aside,  invested  or  paid  out  in 
cash  dividends,  it  is  impossible,  as  well  as 
immaterial,  to  decide. 

2  Thomp.  Corp.   §  2207. 

The  fact  that  these  plants  have  been  in- 
come producing  does  not  make  the  proceeds 
thereof,  when  sold,  capital.  The  capital  of 
the  company  must  be  increased  to  take  up 
such  invested  accumulations. 

JJessrs,  OrosTenor  Calkins  and  Rob- 
ert M«  Waalibimi,  for  life  tenants,  ap- 
pellants : 

Cash  dividends  are  income,  and  belong  to 
the  life  tenant. 

\finot  v.  Paine,  99  Mass.  101,  96  Am.  Dec. 
705;  Brinley  v.  Grou,  50  Conn.  66,  47  Am. 
Rep.  617;  Mills  v.  Brition,  64  Conn.  4,  24 
L.  R.  A.  536,  29  Atl.  231 ;  Bo%ich  v.  Sproule, 
L.  R.  12  App.  Cas.  385;  GibbonM  v.  Mahon, 
136  U.  S.  649,  34  L.  ed.  525,  10  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1057;  Re  Brotcn,  14  R.  I.  371,  51  Am. 
Rep.  397 ;  Richardson  v.  Richardson,  75  Me. 
570.  46  Am.  Rep.  428:  Lord  v.  Brooks,  52 
N.  H.  72;  Re  Kernochan,  104  N.  Y.  618, 
11  N.  E.  149. 

It  is  the  well -settled  policy  of  all  courts 
to  interfere  as  little  as  posHible  witli  the 
management  of  corporate  affairs,  an'  to 
establish  plain  and  uniform  rules  to  guide 
persons  in  fiduciary  positions  in  the  man- 
agement of  their  trusts. 

Bouch  V.  Sproule,  L.  R.  12  App.  Cas.  385; 
Minot  v.  Paine,  99  Mass.  101,  96  Am.  Dec. 
705;  Richardson  v.  Richardson,  75  Me.  570, 
46  Am.  Rep.  428;  Lyman  v.  Pratt,  183 
HsLAS.  58,  66  N.  E.  423. 

The  only  exception  to  the  rule  is  that  cash 
dividends  declared  in  liquidation  are  prin- 
cipal, and  belong,  not  to  the  life  tenant, 
but  to  the  remaindermen. 

Gifford  V.  Thompson,  115  MasH.  478. 

The  courts  are  willing  to  be  guided  by  a 
dear  expression  of  intention  in  the  form 
of  a  vote  of  the  directors  of  a  corporation 
in  declaring  a  dividend. 

Gibbons  V.  Mahon,  136  U.  S.  549,  34  L. 
69  L.  R.  ^\. 


ed.  525,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.   1057;  Bouch  v. 
Sproule,  L.  R.   12  App.   Cas.   385;   Hemen-     • 
way  V.  Hcmenicay,  181  Mass.  406,  63  N.  E. 
919. 

This  dividend  of  65  per  cent  is  not  a  divi- 
dend in  liquidation,  but  is  income,  and 
should  be  paid  to  the  life  tenants. 

Harvard  College  v.  Amory,  9  Pick.  446; 
Balch  V.  Ballet,  10  Gray,  402;  Reed  v. 
Head,  6  Allen,  174;  Gifford  v.  Thompson, 
115  Mass.  478;  Hemenicay  v.  Hemenway, 
181  Mass.  406,  63  Atl.  919;  Second  Univer- 
salist  Church  v.  Colegrove,  74  Conn.  79,  49 
Atl.  902;  Davis  v.  Jackson,  152  Mass.  58, 
23  Am.  St.  Rep.  801,  25  N.  E.  21. 

Mr,  Cliarlea  Welle*  Gross  for  plain- 
tiflf. 

Mr.  Edward  I.  Baker,  for  John  M. 
Steele,  Gertrude  D.  Steele,  and  C.  Bates 
Dana,  remaindermen,  oppellants: 

The  gas  plant  was  a  part  of  the  original 
capital  of  the  corporation.  When  the  cor- 
poration invested  its  money  in  the  con.<4truc- 
tion  of  the  electric-light  plant,  and  later 
in  its  purchase,  the  corporation  permanent- 
ly capitalized  that  money,  and  the  plant  be- 
came a  part  of  the  permanent  capital  of  the 
corporation  just  as  the  gas  plant  had  al- 
ways been;  and  a  distribution  of  that  per- 
manent capital  was  not  a  dividend  of  earn- 
ings. 

The  rule  that  ordinary  cash  dividends  are 
income,  and  stock  dividends  are  principal, 
does  not  apply  to  a  distribution  of  capital. 

Hotchkiss  V.  Brainerd  Quarry  Co.  58 
Conn.  120,  19  Atl.  621;  Spoo7ier  v.  Phil- 
lips, 62  Conn.  62,  16  L.  R.  A.  461,  24  Atl. 
524;  Heard  v.  Eldrcdye,  109  Mass.  258,  12 
Am.  Rep.  687;  Gifford  v.  Thompson,  115 
Mass.  478;  Hemenv^ay  v.  Hemenway,  181- 
Vlasrt.  400.  63  N.  K.  919;  D'Ooge  \.  Leeds, 
176  Mass.  558,  57  N.  E.  1025;  M^heelcr  v. 
Perry,  18  N.  H.  307;  Walker  v.  Walker, 
68  N.  H.  407,  39  Atl.  432;  /Jfe  Skillman, 
2  Connoly,  161,  29  X.  Y.  S.  R.  217.  9  N.  Y. 
Supp.  469;  Vinton's  Appeal,  99  Pa.  434,  44 
Am.  Rep.  110:  Bouch  v.  Sproule,  L.  R.  12 
App.   Cas.   385. 

Prentice,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  will  of  Alfred  Smith,  who .  died  in 
Hartford,  the  place  of  his  residence,  on  Au- 
gust 12,  1808,  was  on  August  16th  follow- 
ing admitted  to  probate  in  the  court  of  pro- 
hate  for  the  district  of  Hartford.  By  th«» 
will  the  testator  gave  to  trustees  the  sum  of 
$100,000.  By  the  terms  of  the  trust  the 
trustees  were  required  to  pay  over  the  in- 
come to  certain  i)ersons  designated  during 
the  lives  of  three  grandchildren  and  the  sur- 
vivor of  them,  and  upon  the  death  of  the 
last  survivor  to  divide  and  distribute  the 
corpus  in  the  manner  provided^  Each  jof 
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the  throe  grandchildren  was  made  the  bene- 
ficiary of  a  share  of  said  income  during  his 
life.  The  defendant  I.  C.  Bates  Dana  is  the 
only  one  of  them  surviving.  Certain  of 
the  other  defendants  are  his  children  and 
the  husband  of  one  of  them.  The  remain- 
ing defendants  are  the  children  of  Alfred 
F.  Dana»  another  of  said  grandchildren.  The 
third  died  childless.  It  is  assumed  and  con- 
ceded by  all  parties  that  these  defendants 
embrace  all  who,  under  the  provisions  of 
the  will,  are,  or  can  become,  entitled  to  share 
in  the  income  of  the  trust  estate,  and  all 
who  are,  or  can  become,  entitled  to  partici- 
pate in  the  division  of  the  corpus  upon  the 
termination  of  the  trust  to  pay  over  income, 
unless  it  be  persons  representing  them  or 
hereafter  born  children  of  said  Bates  Dana. 
The  children  of  Alfred  occupy  the  position 
of  both  liife  tenants  and  remaindermen.  The 
claim  which  they  here  assert  is  made  in  the 
former  capacity. 

The  will  provided  that,  in  setting  apart 
said  trust  fund  of  $100,000,  there  should  be 
included  therein  300  shares  of  the  stock  of 
the  Holyoke  Water  Power  Company,  which 
the  testator  owned ;  the  same  to  be  taken  for 
that  purpose  at  their  par  value.  That  was 
done.  The  capital  stock  of  said  corpora- 
tion was  then  $350,000.  July,  1877,  said 
capital  was  increased  to  $600,000  by  the 
issue  of  new  stock  subscribed  and  paid  for 
at  par.  The  right  to  subscribe  for  this  new 
issue  was  accorded  to  existing  stockholders 
pro  rata.  The  trustees  sold  the  rights  at- 
taching to  said  300  shares.  In  1893  the 
capital  stock  was  again  increased  to  $1,200,- 
000,  in  the  same  manner  as  before.  At  this 
time  the  trustees  subscribed  for  and  took 
200  shares,  making  their  trust  holdings  500 
shares,  and  sold  the  remaining  rights.  De- 
cember 20,  1902,  the  directors  declared  a 
cash  dividend  of  65  per  cent  payable  De- 
cember 24th  to  stockholders  of  record  De- 
cember 20th.  The  plaintiff,  who  is  the  only 
survivor  of  the  trustees,  received  the  sum  of 
$32,500  as  the  amount  of  said  dividend  upon 
said  500  shares.  This  sum  he  now  holds. 
The  defendants  Bates  Dana  and  the  chil- 
dren of  Alfred  Dana  claim  the  whole  there- 
of as  income  to  which  they  are  entitled.  The 
children  of  Bates  Dana  claim  that  the  whole, 
or  at  least  the  bulk,  of  said  sum  belongs 
to  the  corpus  of  the  trust  estate,  and 
should  be  held  by  the  trustee  as  an  accre- 
tion thereto.  The  trial  court  sustained  this 
claim  with  respect  to  approximately  two 
thirds  of  the  dividend,  and  adjudged  that 
the  balance  be  divided  as  income.  This  con- 
clusion, and  the  reasons  which  the  court 
gave  in  support  of  it,  as  well  as  those  which 
counsel  for  said  children  of  Bates  Dana  urge 
ill  Mipport  of  their  broader  contention,  re- 
«|\iire  for  their  understanding  and  examina- 
6!)  L.  R.  A. 


tion  a  statement  of  some  of  the  facts  which 
enter  into  the  history  of  the  corporation  in 
question,  and  which  serve  to  indicate  the 
source  and  character  of  the  corporate  assets 
which  formed  the  basis  of  the  65  per  cent 
dividend.  Previous  to  1859  the  Hadley 
Falls  Company,  a  Massachusetts  corpora- 
tion, had  acquired  a  large  tract  of  land 
where  the  city  of  Holyoke  is  now  located, 
and  had  constructed  a  dam  across  the  Con- 
necticut river,  extending  from  South  Had- 
ley, on  the  northeasterly  shore,  to  Holyoke, 
on  the  southwesterly  shore,  of  the  Connecti- 
cut river,  and  had  built  locks  and  canals  at 
Holyoke,  and  had  laid  out  streets,  sites  for 
manufactories,  tenements,  and  residences; 
and  several  factories,  residences,  and  other 
buildings  had  been  erected.  Among  other 
buildings,  said  Hadley  Falls  Company  had 
constructed  a  small  gas  plant,  which  it 
operated.  Subsequently  said  company  went 
into  a  receiver's  hands,  and  the  Holyoke  Wa- 
ter Power  Company,  hereinafter  referred 
to  as  the  Holyoke  company,  was,  in  18o9. 
organized  with  a  capital  stock  of  $350,000 
to  purchase  and  take  over  said  property  of 
said  Hadley  Falls  Company.  The  purchase 
was  made,  the  entire  capital  of  the  Holyoke 
company  being  paid  as  the  consideration 
therefor.  The  purpose  of  the  Holyoke  com- 
pany, as  defined  in  the  act  creating  it,  was 
'*of  upholding  and  maintaining  the  dam 
across  the  Connecticut  river  heretofore  con- 
structed by  the  Hadley  Falls  Company  and 
one  or  more  locks  and  canals  in  connection 
with  the  said  dam,  and  of  creating  and 
maintaining  a  water  power  to  be  used  by 
said  corporation  for  manufacturing  and  me- 
chanical purposes,  and  to  be  sold  or  leased 
to  other  persons  or  corporations  to  be  used 
for  like  purposes."  The  charter  gave  the 
corporation  *'full  power  and  authority  to 
purchase,  take,  hold,  receive,  sell,  lease,  and 
dispose  of  all  or  any  part  of  the  estate,  real, 
personal,  or  mixed,  with  all  the  water  pow- 
er, water  courses,  water  privileges,  dam». 
canals,  rights,  easements,  and  appurtenances 
thereto  pertaining  or  belonging,  or  there- 
with connected,  or  which  have  at  any  time 
lieretofore  belonged  unto,  or  been  the  prop- 
erty of,  the  said  Hadley  Falls  Company, 
and  any  other  real  estate  that  may  be  re- 
quired for  the  use  of  said  corporation  for 
the  purposes  contemplated  by  this  act."  The 
Holyoke  company  continued  the  manufac- 
ture, sale,  and  distribution  of  gas  by  the 
usual  means  and  methods,  to  supply  the 
needs  of  the  growing  community  which  came 
into  existence  upon  the  site  of  its  property, 
and  which  in  time  became  the  city  of  Hol- 
yoke, without  other  authority  therefor  than 
was  contained  in  those  portions  of  the  ch:\T- 
ter  recited  until  1873.  when  special  le«i il- 
lative authority  was  obtain^.  In  1880  the 
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company  was,  as  required  by  law  of  all  per- 
sons engaged  in  the  generation  and  sale  of 
electricity,  duly  authorized  to  engage  in 
that' business  by  an  order  of  the  board  of 
gas  commissioners.  From  that  date  down 
to  December,  1902,  it  generated  electricity 
for  sale  and  distribution,  erecting  and  main- 
taining a  plant  for  that  purpose.  As  the  re- 
sult of  proceedings  instituted  under  the  pro- 
visions of  chapter  370,  p.  d49,  of  the  acts 
of  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  of  the 
year  1891,  which  are  in  the  main  similar  to 
those  in  force  in  this  state  regulating  the 
establishment  of  gas  and  electric  plants  by 
municipalities  within  which  there  are  .ex- 
isting public  service  plants  of  that  character 
owned  by  private  corporations,  the  city  of 
Holyoke  on  December  15,  1902,  acquired  both 
the  gas  and  electric  plants  of  the  Holyoke 
company;  paying  therefor  the  sum  fixed  by 
the  commission  appointed  for  that  purpose 
by  the  court  under  the  provisions  of  said 
act.  Upon  such  acquisition  the  right  of  the 
Holyoke  company  to  engage  in  the  business 
of  manufacturing  and  distributing  gas  or 
electricity  ceased  by  virtue  of  the  provisions 
of  said  act.  The  amount  so  paid  by  said 
city  to  said  company  was  $721,043.  By  the 
use  of  said  sum  and  other  moneys  of  the  cor- 
poration on  hand,  which  at  the  time  did  not 
exceed  $150,.000  in  amount,  the  dividend  in 
question,  requiring  the  disbursement  of 
$780,000,  was  paid.  The  actual  cost  to  the 
company  of  the  electric-light  plant  was 
$243,776.34.  Previous  to  the  declaration  of 
*aid  dividend  of  65  per  eent  the  market 
value  of  the  shares  of  said  company  was 
from  $380  to  $385  per  share.  At  the  time 
of  its  declaration  the  company  held  real 
and  personal  property  amounting  in  value 
to  more  than  $4,000,000  over  and  above  all 
of  its  obligations.  At  the  date  of  the  com- 
mencement of  this  action  the  market  value 
of  the  shares  of  the  company,  as  evidenced 
by  the  sale  of  a  few  shares  of  said  stock,  ap- 
peared to  be  from  $315  to  $325  per  share. 
All  sums  derived  from  the  issue  of  stock 
have  gone  into  the  general  treasury,  and 
there  become  mingled  with  the  other  funds 
of  the  company.  No  separation  of  funds 
has  been  made,  and  it  is  impossible  to  trace 
the  funds  derived  from  any  one  source  so 
as  to  follow  them  into  any  distinct,  invest- 
ments. For  many  years  the  company  has 
paid  regular  dividends  of  10  per  cent  per 
annum.  Between  February  1,  1809,  and 
January  15,  1901,  it  paid  extra  dividends 
tmounting  to  90  per  cent  of  the  capital 
stock. 

The  present  contention  between  those  who 
6tand  in  the  relation  of  life  tenants  and  re- 
maindermen to  trust  funds  invested  in 
^tooks  presents  the  oft-recurring  question 
M  to  the  rights  of  persons  occupying  those 
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relations  to  participate  in  the  benefits  of 
a  distribution  to  stockholders  of  the  assets, 
or  some  portion  of  the  assets,  of  the  corpo- 
ration. In  the  present  case  a  solvent  and 
going  corporation,  whose,  capital  was  un- 
dergoing no  reduction  in  amount,  declared 
a  dividend  payable  and  paid  in  cash.  Life 
tenants  of  stock  held  in  trust  claim  to  be 
entitled  to  the  dividend  payment  as  income. 
Remaindermen  claim  that  it  should  go  to 
augment  the  capital  account  of  the  trust 
estate.  In  Minot  v.  Paine j  99  Mass.  101, 
06  Am.  Dec.  705,  the  necessity  of  some 
plain  and  simple  rule  which  in  situations 
like  the  present,  frequently  arising,  should 
serve  to  guide  trustees  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties,  and  cestuis  que  trust  in  the 
determination  of  their  rights,  without  a 
resort  to  harassing  and  expensive  litigation, 
was  expressed,  and  such  a  rule  formulated. 
This  rule  made  the  character  of  the  divi- 
dend the  test.  Cash  dividends,  it  was  said,, 
should  be  regarded  as  income,  and  stock 
dividends  as  capital.  It  was  not  pretended 
that  this  rule,  which  has  been  commonly 
known  as  the  Massachusetts  rule,  was  the 
ideal  rule  of  reason;  nor  have  the  courts 
of  high  authority  which  have  given  their 
approval  of  it  ever  claimed  it  to  be  such, 
or  one  which  would  accomplish  exact  justice 
under  all  circumstances.  What  has  been 
claimed  for  it  is  that  its  general  appli- 
cation— at  least  if  due  regard  be  had  for  the- 
substance  and  intent  of  the  transaction — 
would  prove  more  beneficent  in  its  conse- 
quences, and,  on  the  whole,  lead  to  results 
more  closely  approximating  to  what  was 
just  and  equitable,  than  would  the  appli- 
cation of  any  other  rule,  or  any  attempt  to 
go  behind  the  declaration  of  the  dividend 
to  search  out  and  discover  the  equities  of 
each  case  according  to  some  theoretical 
ideal.  Gibhona  v.  Mahon,  136  U.  S.  549,  34 
L.  ed.  525,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1057 ;  Richard- 
con  V.  Richardson^  75  Me.  570,  46  Am.  Rep. 
428;  Rand  v.  Buhhell,  115  Mass.  461,  15 
Am.  Rep.  121;  D'Ooge  v.  Leeds,  176  Mass. 
558,  57  N.  E.  1025;  Lyman  v.  Pratt,  183 
Mass.  61,  66  N.  E.  423.  The  necessity  for  a 
rule  which  should  serve  as  a  guide  and  pro- 
tection to  trustees  in  the  performance  of 
their  duties  is  apparent.  The  advantages  of 
one  which  would  make  ceaseless  litigation, 
with  its  attendant  harassment  and  expense,, 
unnecessary,  are  no  less  so.  The  uncertainty 
find  difiiculties  attending  any  attempt  at  ar- 
riving at  the  true  equities  between  parties 
respectively  asserting  income  and  capital 
interests  in  the  proceeds  of  a  dividend  de- 
clared are  not  so  readily  appreciated.  It 
requires,  however,  but  slight  reflection  to 
discover  the  magnitude  of  the  obstacles  to  be 
surmounted,  and  the  impossibility  which 
must  oftentimes  be  met,  whereby^  the    ju- 
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dicial  search  for  precise  equities  necessarily 
becomes  resolved  into  a  speculation  and  a 
guess.  There  exists  the  ever-present  diffi- 
culty of  tracing  financial  results  to  their 
source,  and  of  distinguishing  between  what 
of  increased  assets  rightfully  represents 
profits,  and  what  increase  of  value  to  ap- 
propriate to  capital.  Above  all,  there  enters 
into  most  situations,  to  render  courts  power- 
less to  arrive  at  any  certain  results,  a  con- 
trolling factor  arising  from  the  discretion- 
ary power  which  directors  rightfully  exer- 
cise to  determine  at  all  times,  within  reason- 
able limits,  the  destiny  of  profits  and  of  ac- 
cumulated profits  represented  by  surplus. 
Gibbons  v.  Mahoriy  136  U.  S.  549,  34  L.  ed. 
525,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1057.  Profits  may  be 
distributed  as  earned.  They  may  be,  in 
whole  or  part,  retained  and  utilized  for  the 
corporate  advantage.  They  may  be  used  for 
a  time,  and  later  distributed.  Thoy  may 
never  be  distributed,  but  permanently  used 
in  the  business.  Whether  they  will  inure  to 
the  benefit  of  stockholders,  in  the  way  of  a 
<lividend,  may  ever  remain  uncertain. 
Whether,  in  the  ordinary  course,  they  will 
fall  to  the  lot  of  the  life  tenant,  as  profits 
rleclared,  or  remain  to  enhance  the  value  of 
the  stock,  will  depend  in  part  upon  the 
action  of  the  directorate,  and  in  part  upon 
the  term  of  the  trust.  They,  as  we  shall  have 
occasion  to  notice  later  on,  can  never  acquire 
a  status  which  must  remain  a  fixed  and 
abiding  one  unless  they  are  formally 
<>apitalizcd.  Their  future  is  ever  an  un- 
certain one,  and  none  save  one  who  can 
foretell  the  action  of  boards  of  directors  can 
discover  it.  The  rights  of  stock  are  in- 
volved in  this  maze  of  doubt.  Absolute 
rights  there  are  not.  Rights  which  are  su- 
])erior  to  those  which  may  at  any  time  be 
created  by  corporate  management  may  not 
exist.  In  the  presence  of  such  conditions, 
courts  must  oftentimes  find  themselves 
powerless  to  ascertain  and  determine  riglits, 
since  there  may  be  nothing  which  lies  with- 
out the  domain  of  conjecture  to  act  upon. 
The  more  the  matter  is  studied,  the  more 
apparent  it  becomes  that  the  Maine  court, 
speaking  of  the  Massachusetts  rule  through 
Chief  Justice  Peters,  was  justified  in  its  ex- 
pression :  "We  are  satisfied  tliat  this  can  be 
the  only  safe,  sound,  just,  and  practicable 
rule,  and  that  any  attempt  to  engraft  refined 
and  nice  distinctions  upon  sucli  rule  will 
be  productive  of  much  more  evil  than 
any  good  that  can  come  from  it."  Richard- 
son v.  Richardson,  75  Me.  570,  46  Am.  Rep. 
428.  This  court  has  heretofore  given  its 
adhesion  to  the  doctrine  of  Mivot  v.  Paine 
as  the  one  to  be  ordinarily  applied.  Mills  v. 
Britton.  64  Conn.  4.  24  L.  R.  A.  536,  29  Atl. 
2:U;  Brinley  v.  Grou,  50  Conn.  66,  47  Am. 
Rep.  618. 
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An  application  of  this  principle  would 
prima  facie,  at  least,  quickly  resolve  the 
present  contention  in  favor  of  the  life  ten- 
ants. Tlie  trial  court,  however,  has  regard- 
ed the  rule  as  it  has  been  adopted  in  this 
jurisdiction,  at  least,  as  a  decidedly  flexible 
one.  The  logical  conclusion  of  the  position 
taken  in  its  exhaustive  memorandum  of  de- 
cision, although  not.  stated  in  precise  terms, 
is  that  the  rule  is  such  a  tentative  one  that 
it  will  yield  where  it  appears  upon  inquiry 
that  justice  will  not  be  accomplished  by  it. 
Starting  with  this  premise,  the  court  ar- 
rived at  the  conclusion  that  in  this  case 
justice  would  not  be  done  by  its  application, 
and  the  rule  was  therefore  disregarded.  An 
inquiry  was  then  made  into  the  sources  of 
the  funds  out  of  which  the  dividend  was 
paid,  to  discover  what  was  conceived  to  be 
the  true  nature  of  the  transaction,  and  the 
real  equities  of  the  parties  claimant.  The 
court  thus  arrived  at  three  vital  conclusions 
which  dictated  the  judgment  as  rendered,  to 
wit:  (1)  That  the  accepted  general  rule 
must  yield  where  it  fails  to  accomplish  just 
and  equitable  results;  (2)  that  such  results 
would  not  be  reached  in  this  case  by  its  ap- 
plication; and  (3)  that  the  results  estab- 
lished by  the  judgment  were  the  just  and 
equitable  ones. 

Let  us  first  consider  the  last  two  of  these 
conclusions,  since  they  furnish  the  key  to 
the  court's  action.  It  is  said  that  the 
operation  of  the  rule  would  be  inequitable, 
because  it  would,  under  the  circumstances, 
result  in  the  diversion  to  the  life  tenants, 
under  the  guise  of  income,  of  that  which  of 
right  belongs  to  the  stock,  as  capital,  and 
therefore  is  the  remainderman's.  It  is  said 
that  the  distribution  made  by  the  court  is 
equitable,  because  it  prevents  that  diversion, 
and  gives  the  remaindermen  what  is  equi- 
tably theirs,  and  that  only.  The  same  con- 
ception underlies  both  conclusions.  They 
are,  however,  reached  upon  mistaken 
premises.  These  mistaken  premises  arise 
from  a  failure  to  properly  distinguish  be- 
.tween  the  different  qualities  which  attach  to 
the  various  assets  of  a  private  corporation, 
and  between  the  different  characters  which 
these  assents  may  assume. 

A  citation  from  the  memorandum  of  deci- 
sion will  indicate  the  nature  of  the  mis- 
conception which  lies  at  the  foundation  of 
the  trial  court's  argument  and  position,  to 
wit:  "All  of  the  subject-matter  of  these 
awards  was  properly  appropriated  to  the 
uses  of  these  plants,  and  hence  permanently 
made  a  part  of  the  capital  of  the  company. 
.  .  .  Corporate  profits  undistributed 
lielong  to  the  corporation.  .  .  .  WliCH 
such  profits  are  expended  upon  the  property 
of  the  corporation  used  in  its  bu-^iness,  or 
devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  new  property 
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or  to  the  creation  of  a  new  buBiness,  these 
<!ODBtitute  a  permanent  addition  to  capital, 
beyond  the  recall  of  the  directors.  Once 
capital  always  capital.  It  makes  no  dif- 
iemnce  whether  such  augmentation  of 
capital  resulted  from  the  proceeds  of  in- 
crease of  block,  or  from  profits  appropriated 
to  capital.  It  is  the  thing  done  with  the 
funds  which  determines.  Did  it  go  to  the 
increase  or  addition  to  the  property  of  the 
corporation,  and  has  it  become  permanently 
devoted  as  such  to  its  uses?  This  is  the 
test."  The  misconception  eihbodied  in  this 
statement  was  not  a  new  one.  It  appears  in 
the  opinion  in  Hcmentoay  v.  Hemenxoayt  181 
Mass.  406,  63  N.  E.  919,  from  which  source 
the  trial  court  apparently  derived  it.  As 
that  opinion  was  the  utterance  of  the  same 
court  which  promulgated  the  rule  in  Minot 
T.  Paine,  and  which  has  since  repeatedly  af- 
firmed that  rule,  its  expressions  in  argument 
were  naturally  accepted  as  authoritative 
without  careful  analysis.  They  will  not, 
however,  bear  such  analysis. 

"Capital"  is  a  term  which,  as  applied  to 
private  corporations  as  ordinarily  consti- 
tuted, is  used  with  widely  varying  significa- 
tions. In  one  sense — the  strict  sense — it  is 
employed  to  designate  specifically  the  fund, 
property,  or  other  means  contributed,  or 
:i2recd  to  be  contributed,  by  the  share  own- 
ers as  the  financial  basis  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  business  of  the  corporation;  such 
'^intribution  being  made  either  directly 
through  stock  subscriptions,  or  indirectly 
through  the  declaration  of  stock  dividends. 
As  thus  used,  the  term  signifies  those  re- 
•^ources  whose  dedication  to  the  uses  of  the 
<^rporation  is  made  the  foundation  for  the 
i*<uance  of  certificates  of  capital  stock,  and 
which,  as  the  result  of  the  dedication,  be- 
come irrevocably  devoted  to  the  satisfaction 
of  all  the  obligations  of  the  corporation. 
i^tate  V.  Norwich  d  W,  R.  Co.  30  Conn.  290; 
Baileij  v.  Clark,  21  Wall.  284,  22  L.  ed.  651; 
Chnstensen  v.  Eno,  106  N.  Y.  97,  60  Am. 
Rep.  429,  12  N.  E.  648;  Iron  R.  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence Furnace  Co.  49  Ohio  St.  102,  30  N.  E. 
♦nC:  Reid  v.  Eatonton  Mfg.  Co.  40  Ga.  103, 
3  Am.  Rep.  563;  Com.  v.  Charlottesville  Per- 
petual Bldg.  d  L.  Co.  90  Va.  790,  44  Am.  St. 
Rep.  950,  20  S.  E.  364;  Thomp.  Corp.  § 
1^.  Sometimes  the  term  "capital"  is  used 
when  what  is  meant  to  be  designated  is  that 
portion  of  the  assets  of  a  corporation,  re- 
gardless of  their  source,  which  are  utilized 
for  the  conduct  of  the  corporate  business 
and  for  the  purpose  of  deriving  therefrom 
srains  and  profits.  lotoa  State  8av.  Bank  v. 
Burlington,  98  Iowa,  739,  61  N.  W.  851; 
f*^ple  ex  rel.  Lemmon  v.  Feitner,  56  App. 
Div.  280,  67  N.  Y.  Supp.  893;  Hemenway  v. 
Htmenvoay,  181  Mass.  406,  63  N.  E.  919. 
Frequently  the  term  is  employed  in  a  still 
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wider  sense,  as  descriptive  of  all  the  assels, 
Tvo&s  or  net,  of  a  corporation,  whatever 
their  source,  investment,  or  employment. 
Security  Co.  v.  Hartford,  61  Conn.  89,  23 
Atl.  699;  Batterson'a  Appeal,  72  Conn.  374, 
44  Atl.  546 ;  People  ex  rel.  Union  Trust  Co.  v, 
Coleman,  126  N.  Y.  433,  12  L.  R.  A.  762,  27 
N.  E.  818;  Ohio  d  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Weber,  96 
111.  443;  State  ex  rel.  Batz  v.  Lewis,  118 
Wis.  432,  95  N.  W.  388. 

In  Hemenway  v.  Hemenway,  181  Mass. 
406,  63  N.  E.  919,  the  court  drew  a  distinc- 
tion between  those  undistributed  profits 
which  have  been  applied  to  and  invested  in 
tlie  increase  and  improvement  of  the  prop- 
erty used  in  the  business  of  the  corporation, 
and  those  profits  which  may  have  been  set 
aside  for  use  in  the  conduct  of  the  business, 
but  not  invested  in  permanent  works.  The 
former,  it  said,  was  capital;  the  latter, 
"floating  capital."  The  former,  it  said, 
was  as  effectually  capitalized  as  they  would 
have  been  through  the  declaration  of  a  stock 
dividend.  The  trial  court  accepted  this 
principle  as  a  sound  one,  and  thereon  based 
its  argument  and  conclusions,  as  witness  its 
language  already  recited,  to  wit:  "When 
such  profits  are  expended  upon  the  property 
of  the  corporation  used  in  its  business,  or 
devoted  to  the  acquisition  of  new  property, 
or  to  the  creation  of  a  new  business,  these 
constitute  a  permanent  addition  to  capital, 
beyond  the  recall  of  the  directors.  Once 
capital  always  capital."  This  proposition 
contains  a  fundamental  error.  The  quality 
and  incidents  of  surplus,  however  invested 
or  employed,  are  not  the  same  as  those  of 
capital,  within  the  strict  meaning  of  that 
word.  Capital,  in  that  sense,  constitutes  a 
fund  so  set  apart  and  devoted  to  the  corpo- 
rate uses  and  the  security  of  creditors  that 
the  law  jealously  guards  it  from  the  en- 
croachment of  directors  in  the  declaration 
of  dividends.  It  is  placed  beyond  their 
reach  for  that  purpose,  and  no  way  is  open 
to  them  to  return  it  to  the  share  ovraers. 
Its  dedication  is  irrevocable,  and  it  must 
ever  remain  a  fund  held  in  trust  for  credit- 
ors, unless  some  judicial  or  other  process 
authorized  by  legislation  intervene.  Of  it, 
it  may  well  be  said,  "Once  capital,  always 
capital."  It  is  not  so  of  undistributed 
profits  or  surplus  in  any  form.  They  may 
be  effectually  dedicated  to  corporate  uses 
through  the  processes  of  a  stock  dividend, 
but  until  so  dedicated  they  are  not  removed 
from  the  reach  and  control  of  directors. 
The  manner  of  utilization  may  be  changed, 
investments  altered,  permanent  property 
sold  and  turned  into  cash,  and  experimental 
or  other  enterprises  abandoned,  with  a 
realization  upon  the  investments  therein,  all 
at  the  discretion  of  directors,  with  no  such 
artificial  consequence  that  the  assets  thus 
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employed  change  their  character  as  the  re- 
sult of  the  process.  Investment  in  perma- 
nent works  does  not,  and  ought  not  to,  capi- 
talize. Directors  can,  in  their  discretion, 
fairly  exercised,  withhold  profits,  and  em- 
ploy them  in  the  conduct  or  enlargement  of 
the  business.  By  the  same  right  they  ought 
to  be  able  to,  and  can,  withdraw  from  any 
action  which  will  enable  the  assets  thus  em- 
ployed to  be  returned  to  their  original  con- 
dition, as  funds  available  for  distribution  to 
those  to  whom  they  might  have  been  orig- 
inally divided  as  dividends.  Capital  of  this 
kind  does  not  bear  the  perpetual  stamp  of 
capital.  It  simply  constitutes  a  portion  of 
the  corporate  assets  which  are  within  the 
discretionary  control  of  the  directors,  which 
they  may  use  for  the  corporate  advantage  in 
such  ways  as  have  the  approval  of  their 
judgment,  or,  if  that  course  seem  wiser, 
cease  using,  and  by  proper  action  withdraw 
from  the  corporate  resources. 

It  follows  that  the  court's  second  and 
third  conclusions,  in  so  far  as  they  rest  upon 
the  mistaken  proposition  that  undistributed 
profits  which  may  become  invested  in  perma- 
nent works,  property,  improvements,  or 
acquisitions  or  business  extensions,  become, 
by  their  very  nature,  a  permanent  addition 
to  capita],  beyond  the  recall  of  directors, 
and  possessing  the  quality  of  capital,  in  the 
strict  sense,  are  unjustified.  There  is  noth- 
ing growing  out  of  the  corporate  relation,  or 
any  of  the  incidents  of  corporate  estate, 
which  can  support  the  argument  which 
is  made  to  rebut  the  presumption  that, 
when  a  solvent,  going  concern  declares 
a  lawful  dividend,  it  is  one  to  be  paid  out  of 
profits,  since  capital  cannot  be  impaired. 
2  Thomp.  Corp.  §  2192. 

We  have  thus  far  pursued  the  line  of  ar- 
gument of  the  trial  court.  There  is  another 
aspect  of  the  question  which  possibly  re- 
quires attention.  While  invested  assets  do 
not  become  capital  in  such  sense  that  they 
thereafter  have  the  quality  and  incidents  of 
strict  capital,  it  might  be  suggested  that  the 
character  of  such  assets,  by  their  investment 
in  permanent  works,  improvements,  or  ex- 
tensions, becomes  such  that,  as  between  own- 
ers of  successive  stock  interests,  they  ought, 
in  justice,  to  be  regarded  as  capital,  in  the 
general  sense  that  it  should  thereafter  be- 
long to  the  capital  rather  than  the  income 
side  of  those  interests.  1  Cook,  Corp.  §  8. 
The  reason  for  this  is  not  apparent.  Their 
source  is  presumptively  and  for  the  most  part 
in  fact  profits.  2  Thomp.  Corp.  §2192,  and  his 
article  on  Corporations,  10  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc. 
p.  502.  In  so  far  as  such  is  the  case,  their 
status  as  invested  f*urplus  has  been  created 
by  the  lawful  fiat  of  directors,  through  the 
withholding  and  appropriation  for  use  of 
what  might  have  gone  out  as  income.  Qib- 
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bans  V.  Mahon,  130  U.  S.  549,  34  L.  ed.  525. 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1057 ;  Bouch  ▼.  SprouU,  L. 
R.  12  App.  Cas.  385;  Pratt  v.  Pratt,  33 
Conn.  446.  It  would  seem  fair  that  its  re- 
turn b^  the  same  means  to  its  original 
status  should  be  as  possible  as  its  first 
transition,  and  as  fair  that  when  it  has  been 
transformed  back  into  cash,  and  a  cn<h 
dividend  declared  and  paid  therefrom,  the 
benefit  of  that  dividend  should  be  dependent 
upon  the  final  act  of  the  directorate  thereon, 
as  upon  some  arbitrarily  chosen  inter- 
mediate act.  Our  adopted  rule  re.«ts  upon 
that  proposition.  It  sees  no  injustice  in  its 
general  application,  and  therefore  admits  of 
no  relaxation  when  other  conditions  are  not 
shown. 

There  remains  to  be  considered  still  an- 
other aspect  of  the  case:  The  court  finds 
justification  for  its  conclusions,  and  coun<^.>l 
for  the  remainder  interests  attempt  to  sup- 
port the  judgment,  upon  a  line  of  reasoning 
which  differs  in  form,  at  least,  from  thoso 
already  considered,  although  it  may  appear 
that  in  its  ultimate  analysis  it  rests  upon 
the  same  fundamental  erroneous  conception. 
We  have  therefore  to  return  to  a  considera- 
tion of  the  first  of  the  court's  conclusions, 
as  we  have  classified  them.  The  memo- 
randum of  decision  discloses  that  the  trial 
court  accorded  to  the  rule  as  adopted  in  this 
jurisdiction  too  much  elasticity.  We  have 
already  had  occasion  to  discuss  its  impor- 
tance and  beneficent  Ciiaracter  when  reason- 
ably interpreted  and  applied.  If  our  obser- 
vations were  well  made,  and  the  commenda- 
tions of  eminent  autborities  justified,  the 
conclusion  would  follow  that  it  was  not 
only  a  safe  and  sane  one  upon  occasions,  but 
also  a  rule  which,  if  used  with  a  proper  re- 
gard for  the  substance  and  intent  of  the  vote 
of  declaration,  would  be  a  judicious  one  for 
general  application,  and  to  which  few,  if 
any,  exceptions  should  be  admitted.  In  that 
spirit  and  to  that  eflTect  it  has  been  accept- 
ed by  this  and  other  courts.  We  have  no  oc- 
casion to  make  the  academic  inquiry  as  to 
whether,  the  rule  being  interpreted  as  sug- 
gested, any,  or  what,  circumstances  would 
justify  a  suspension  of  its  operation. 
Certain  it  is  that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  is 
not,  one  which  yields  whenever  an  investi- 
gation might  appear  to  indicate  its  failure 
in  a  given  case  to  accomplish  what  might  be 
conceived  to  be  exact  justice,  upon  the  basis 
of  some  theoretical  view  of  the  ultimate 
rights  of  persons  asserting  conflicting  suc- 
cessive stock  interests.  One  of  the  purposes 
of  .the  rule  is  to  put  an  end  to  all  such  in- 
vestigations under  all  ordinary  conditions, 
at  least.  The  prohibition  of  inquiry 
naturally  and  properly  extends  to  all  that 
field  of  investigation  which  we  have  thus  far 
had  under  consideration  in  this 
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There  remains,  however,  another  aspect  of 
the  situation  before  us,  which  is  relied  upon 
as  satisfying    the    conditions    of    what    is 
termed  an  approved  exception.     As  nothing 
else  is  pointed  out  as  justifying  a  departure 
from  the  literal  enforcement  of  the  rule,  we 
may  well  confine  our  discussion  to  the  claim 
which    is    made.     In    Second    Universalist 
Church  V.  Colegrove,  74  Conn.  83,    49    Atl. 
902,  we  held  that,  wh»re  the  assets  of  a  cor- 
poration were  distributed  to  the  share  own- 
ers in   liquidation,   they   were,   as   between 
life  tenants  and  remaindermen,  to  be  treated 
as  principal  or  capital,  and  not  income,  al- 
though   the    distribution    was  made  in  the 
form  of  a  cash  dividend.     See  also,  to  the 
same  effect,  Gilford  v.  Thompsoriy  115  Mass. 
478.    It  is  needless  to  inquire  whether  or 
not  the  principle   involved   in   these   cases 
constitutes  a  true  exception  to  the  general 
rale,  as  properly  interpreted.     Whether  it 
does  or  not^  it  is  plain  that  it  is  a  just  and 
sound  one.     On  the  behalf  of  the  remainder- 
men it  is  contended  that  this  principle  is  as 
applicable  to  partial  as  to  complete  liqui- 
dations.      By     "partial     liquidations'*     we 
understand  to  be  meant  proceedings  involv- 
ing the  surrender  by    the    corporation    of 
portions  of  its  capital.    The  contention  may, 
for  the  purposes  of  this  case,   be    conceded. 
But  there  has  been  no  liquidation,  complete 
or  partial,  of  the  Holyoke  company,  or  any- 
thing   tantamount    thereto.    The    company 
has    withdrawn     from    certain     incidental 
branches  or  departments  of  its  business,  as 
it  was  formerly,  in  the    discretion    of    its 
directors,  conducted,    and    converted    what 
had  been  the  investment  of  some  of  its  as- 
sets in  those  departments  into  cash.     The 
amount  of  the  company's  capital  stock  after 
the  dividend  remained  unchanged.     It  was 
not  only  unimpaired,  but  continued  to  repre- 
sent an  ownership  of  net  assets  amounting 
to  nearly  three  times  the  par  value   of    its 
ttodc     The  shares  continued  to    be    worth 
S300  or  more  each.    The  business  of  the  cor- 
poration remained  the  same,  in  its  general 
character  and  purposes,  and  the  inception  of 


these  proceedings  found  it  a  prosperous,  go- 
ing concern, — the  same,  in  all  essentials,  it 
was  before  the  city  of  Holyoke's  threatened 
competition  made  a  change  in  the  scope  of 
its  operations  an  apparently  wise  act  of  cor- 
porate management.  Clearly,  there  was 
nothing  in  the  nature  of  liquidation  or  a 
return  of  capital  in  the  transactions  imder 
consideration. 

The  remaindermen  claim  that  they  will 
be  aggrieved  if  the  life  tenants  are  per- 
mitted to  take  this  dividend.  That  must  de- 
pend upon  the  view  which  is  taken  of  their 
rights  and  equities.  Tlie  advocates  of  ju- 
dicial investigation  for  the  purpose  of  ascer- 
taining and  establishing  in  each  case  the 
rights  of  the  parties  have  most  commonly 
and  confidently  asserted  that  the  rule  which 
alone  could  lead  to  exact  justice  was  one 
which  recognized  the  right  of  remaindermen 
to  have  the  capital  and  those  profits  which 
had  accumulated  prior  to  the  inception  of 
the  trust  retained  in  the  corpus,  and  that  of 
life  tenants  to  receive  subsequent  accumu- 
lations. Earp'a  Appeal,  28  Pa.  368; 
Smith's  Estate,  140  Pa.  344,  23  Am.  St.  Rep. 
237,  21  Atl.  438;  2  Thomp.  Corp.  §  2196;  2 
Cook,  Corp.  9  652.  Even  if  this  rule,  which 
of  all  rules  professes  to  be  most  mindful  of 
strict  equities,  were  accepted  for  appli- 
cation to  the  present  situation,  we  should 
look  in  vain  through  this  record  to  discover 
any  suggestion  that  a  disposition  of  this 
dividend  as  income  would  operate  to  the 
injury  of  those  asserting  the  remainder 
interest  in  the  corpus,  which,  after  the  divi- 
dend, remained  worth  three  times  what  it 
was  worth  when  the  trust  took  effect. 

It  is  conceded  that  the  decision  of  the  case 
is  to  be  governed  by  the  law  of  Connecticut. 
Massachusetts  law  would  lead  to  the  same 
result. 

There  is  error.  The  judgment  is  reversed, 
and  the  cause  remanded  for  the  rendition  of 
judgment  in  accordance  with  the  views  here- 
in expressed. 

The  other  Judges  concur. 


DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA    COURT    OF    APPEALS. 


Abraham  WOLFF,  Appt., 

V. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

(21  App.  D.  C.  464.) 

1-  A  boTs«  block  or  •tepplntr  atone  of 
orAlamry  siae,  placed  on  tUe  edare  of 


tUe  sideifvalk  to  facilitate  access  to  and 
egress,  from  carriages  In  the  street,  is  not  an 
obstruction  to  the  walk,  so  as  to  render  the 
muuicipallty  liable  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
traveler  falling  over  it. 
2.  A  ninnidpal  corporation  i«  not  lia- 
ble for  injuries  canaed  to  a  traveler 
by  falling  over  a  horae  block  on  the 
sidewalk  because  sufficient  light  is  not  main 


NoTB. — ^As  to  liability  of  city  for  injury 
caused  by  rise  in  sidewalk,  see,  in  this  series, 
Watertown  v.  Greaves,  56  L.  B.  A.  865. 

As  to  liability  for  fall  caused  by  step  in 
«»  L.  R.  A. 


sidewalk,  see  Teagar  y.  Flemingsburg,  53  L.  R. 
A.  791,  with  note  as  to  liability  of  municipal 
corporations  generally  for  defects  in  streets. 
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talned  near  it  to  render  It  yisible  to  passers- 
by. 

(April  7,  1903.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Supreme  court  in  favor  of  defendant 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
I)ersonal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been  caused 
by  obstructions  which  defendant  unlawfully 
allowed  to  be  upon  a  sidewalk.     Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  D.  W.  Baker  and  Jolm  C.  Git- 
tinss,  for  appellant: 

This  carriage  block  in  question  was  an  un- 
lawful obstruction  of  the  street,  and  it  was 
the  clear  duty  of  the  District  to  see  that  all 
sidewalks  were  free  from  obstructions  of 
every  kind  and  character. 

D.  C.  Rev.  Stat.  §§  222,  225-227,  229; 
United  States  v.  Cole^  7  Mackey,  504;  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  v.  Libhepy  9  App.  D.  G. 
321 ;  Curry  v.  District  of  Columbia^  14  App. 
D.  C.  423. 

There  being  an  unlawful  obstruction  in 
the  streets  of  a  municipal  government,  of 
which  it  has  knowledge,  it  is  certainly  its 
duty  to  cause  the  same  to  be  removed. 

Scranton  v.  Catterson,  94  Pa.  203;  Davis 
v.  Austin^  22  Tex.  Civ.  App.  460,  54  S.  W. 
927;  Barnes  v.  District  of  Columbia,  91  U. 
S.  540,  23  L.  ed.  440;  District  of  Columbia 
V.  Woodbury,  136  U.  S.  450,  34  L.  ed.  472, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  990. 

Messrs.  Andrew  B.  Dnvall  and  E.  H. 
Thomas,  for  appellee: 

A  pedestrian  has  no  right  to  assume  that 
the  portion  of  a  public  sidewalk  ordinarily 
occupied  Ly  steps  and  inner-line  projections, 
or  the  outer  portion  commonly  occupied  by 
carriage  steps  and  the  like,  can  be  passed 
over  with  freedom;  and  it  is  negligence  in 
him  to  use  such  portions  of  the  sidewalk 
without  at  least  casual  observation  of  their 
condition. 

Howes  V.  District  of  Columbia,  2  App.  D. 
C.  188. 

The  use  on  the  curb  line  of  such  a  common 
article  or  thing  as  a  carriage  step  was  not 
of  itself  notice  that  it  was  necessarily 
hazardous  or  dangerous. 

District  of  Columbia  v.  Moulton,  182  U. 
S.  581,  45  L.  ed.  1237,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  840; 
Allis  V.  Columbian  University,  8  Mackey, 
270;  District  of  Columbia  v.  Ashton,  14 
App.  D.  C.  579. 

The  immediate  cause  of  the  plaintifTs  ac- 
cident in  this  case  was  the  reckless  speed 
with  which,  without  looking,  he  approached 
the  wagon,  and  not  the  existence  of  the  car- 
riage step  alone. 

Sirart  v.  District  of  Colurnbia,  17  App.  D. 
C.  412;  District  of  Columbia  v.  Brewer,  7 
App.  D.  C.  113,  Reaffirmed  in  Mosheuvel  v. 
District  of  Columbia,  17  App.  D.  C.  401; 
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Quimby  v.  Filter,  62  N.  J.  L.  766,  42  Atl. 
1051. 

If  one,  in  passing  over  a  sidewalk,  fails  to 
exercise  ordinary  care,  he  is  not  entitled  to 
recover. 

Moore  v.  Richmond,  85  Va.  538,  8  S.  E. 
387;  Dubois  v.  Kingston,  102  N.  Y.  219,  .V> 
Am.  Rep.  804,  6  N.  E.  273;  Robert  v.  Potcelh 
168  N.  Y.  415,  55  L.  R.  A.  775,  85  Am.  St. 
Rep.  673,  61  N.  E.  699;  Vincennes  v.  Thuis, 
28  Ind.  App.  523,  63  N.  E.  315;  District  of 
Columbia  v.  Moulton,  182  U.  S.  582,  45  L. 
ed.  1237,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  840. 

A  stepping  stone  upon  a  sidewalk  in  front 
of  a  house,  which  does  not  interfere  to  an 
unreasonable  extent  with  the  use  of  the  side- 
wnlk,  is  not  an  unlawful  obstruction,  nor  a 
nuisance,  nor  does  it  constitute  negligoncM* 
which  will  render  a  municipality  liable  to 
one  who  is  injured  by  falling  over  it. 

Uotces  V.  District  of  Columbia,  2  App.  I). 
C.  188;  Dubois  v.  Kingston,  102  N.  Y.  210. 
55  Am.  Rep.  804,  6  N.  E.  273;  Robert  v. 
Powell,  168  N.  Y.  414,  55  L.  R.  A.  775,  S.-> 
Am.  St.  Rep.  673,  61  N.  E,  699:  Cincinnati 
V.  Fleischer,  63  Ohio  St.  229,  58  N.  E.  568 : 
Macombcr  v.  Taunton,  100  Mass.  255 ;  Rock- 
ford  V.  Tripp,  83  111.  247,  25  Am.  Rep.  381 ; 
Ticsler  v.  Norwich,  73  Conn.  199,  47  Atl. 
161;  Vincctines  v.  Thuis,  28  Ind.  App.  523, 
63  N.  E.  315:  Canavan  v.  (HI  City,  183  Pa. 
611,  38  Atl.  1096;  Homer  v.  Philadelphia, 
194  Pa.  542,  45  Atl.  330;  Cushing  v,  Boston, 
124  Mass.  434. 

AWey,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  is  an-  appeal  from  the  supn'iiu- 
court  of  the  District  of  Columbia.  The 
action  was  brought  by  the  appellant, 
Abraham  Wolff,  against  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia to  recover  damages  suffered  by  the 
plaintiff,  occasioned,  as  alleged,  by  what  is 
contended  to  be  a  nuisance  or  an  unlawful 
obstruction  allowed  to  exist  in  C  street  X. 
W.,  in  the  city  of  Washington,  by  the  de- 
fendant, the  municipal  corporation  of  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

The  cause  of  action,  as  set  forth  in  the 
amended  declaration  of  the  plaintiff,  is 
stated  to  be  that  the  defendant,  as  a  mu- 
nicipal corporation,  was  in  duty  bound  to 
keep  the  sidewalks  of  the  streets  in  the  city 
of  Washington  free  from  obstruction,  nui- 
sances, or  encumbrances,  so  as  to  be  safe  for 
all  travelers  thereon,  including  the  plaintiff : 
and  the  breach  of  duty  of  the  defendant,  as 
alleged  in  the  declaration,  was,  that  the  de- 
fendant wrongfully  and  negligently  allowed 
"a  certain  large  stone,  several  inches  high 
above  the  surface  of  the  sidewalk,  usually 
termed  a  carriage  step,  to  impede  travel  and 
encumber  that  part  of  said  sidewalk  which 
was  opposite  to  and  in  front  of  a  certain 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1903. 


Wourr  y.  Distbict  of  Columbia. 


85 


bouse  known  as  the  Saengerbund  Hall,  be- 
tween Third  and  Four-and-a-half  streets  on 
C  street  northwest,"  during  the  night  of  the 
27th  day  of  October,  1895,  while  said  street 
was  enveloped  in  darkness,  without  fixing 
any  light  or  sign  at  or  near  said  stone,  and 
without  placing  any  watchman  or  other  per- 
ron to  warn  plaintiff  of  its  existence,  posi- 
tion, and  location,  and  without  placing  any 
^ard  or  screen  around  said  stone,  by 
means  of  which  the  plaintiff  stumbled  and 
tripped  against  and  fell  over  said  stone  and 
was  injured,  without  any  neglect  on  his 
part,  and  he  claims  $25,000  damages. 

The  defendant  pleaded  the  general-issue 
plea  of  not  guilty,  and  the  case  was  tried 
and  resulted  in  a  verdict  and  judgment  for 
the  defendant. 

There  was  considerable  proof  taken  at  the 
trial,  both  as  to  the  occurrence  of  the  acci- 
dent, and  as  reflecting  upon  the  question  of 
contributory  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,  as- 
suming that  it  might  be  shown  that  there 
was  negligence  on  the  part  of  defendant. 
But.  in  the  view  that  we  take  of  this  case, 
the  question  of  contributory  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  in  producing  the 
injury  complained  of,  is  not  an  element  in 
the  case,  and  therefore  is  not  a  matter  for 
consideration.  The  carriage  block  or  step 
over  which  the  plaintiff  fell  and  injured 
himself  is  shown  to  have  been  of  the  ordi- 
nary size  and  character,  a  block  of  brown 
*tone  a  little  more  than  2  feet  long,  about 
15  inches  wide,  and  about  8  inches  high 
from  the  surface  of  the  pavement,  and  oc- 
cupied a  position  in  or  at  the  curb  dividing 
the  street  from  the  sidewalk,  immediately 
in  front  of  the  door  of  the  Saengerbund 
building.  No.  312  C  street  N.  W.,  on  the 
'*uth  side  thereof;  and  that  this  block  of 
stone  or  carriage  step  had  been  there  from 
the  time  the  building  was  erected,  many 
Tears  prior  to  the  time  of  the  accident,  and 
without  question  by  anyone.  It  was  similar 
in  size  and  character  to  the  one  set  in  the 
(urb  in  front  of  the  adjoining  building,  No. 
•^U.  and  which  had  been  used  for  many 
years,  according  to  the  testimony  in  the 
<a*e.  The  plaintiff,  in  coming  out  of  the 
SaenfTcrbund  building,  by  a  quick  and  rapid 
?ait.  and  intending  to  go  to  the  vehicle 
awaiting  him  in  the  street  in  front  of  the 
door  of  the  Saengerbund,  stumbled  over  the 
ferriage  block  at  the  curb,  and  was  thrown 
<iown,  and  fractured  his  leg.  Ke  swears  that 
he  did  not  see  the  carriage  block  in  his  way, 
nnd  that  there  was  not  sufficient  light  to 
«-nable  him  to  detect  his  danger. 

At  the  close  of  the  evidence  the  court  be- 
^"w.  being  of  opinion  that  there  >vas  no  case 
made  out  for  the  plaintiff,  instructed  the 
jury  to  render  their  verdict  for  the  defend- 
ant, which  was  accordingly  done,  and  the 
WL.R.  A. 


plaintiff  excepted;  and  from  the  judgment 
the  plaintiff  has  appealed. 

The  error  assigned  is,  that  the  court  below 
committed  error  in  directing  the  verdict  for 
the  defendant. 

It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiff  that  the 
carriage  block  in  question  was  an  unlawful 
obstruction  of  the  sidewalk,  and  consequent- 
ly a  public  nuisance,  and  that,  being  so,  it 
was  the  plain  duty  of  the  municipal  au- 
thorities of  the  District  to  see  that  all  side- 
walks were  kept  free  from  obstruction  of 
every  kind  and  description ;  and  §§  222.  225, 
226,  227,  and  229  of  the  Revised  Statutes  re- 
lating to  the  District  of  Columbia  are  cited 
and  relied  on  in  support  of  the  proposition. 

By  §  226,  D.  C.  Rev.  Stat.,  it  is  provided 
that  "it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  chief  of 
engineers,  in  charge  of  the  public  buildings 
and  grounds,  to  cause  obstructions  of  every 
kind  to  be  removed  from  such  streets,  ave- 
nues, and  sidewalks  in  the  city  of  Washing- 
ton as  have  been,  or  may  be,  improved,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  the  United  States,  and 
to  keep  the  same,  at  all  times,  free  from  ob- 
structions." And  by  §  229  it  is  provided 
that,  **if  any  person  shall  place  any  obstruc- 
tion on  the  street.s,  avenues,  or  sidewalks  so 
improved  by  the  United  States,  such  persons 
shall  pay  the  costs  of  removing  the  same, 
and  shall  be  subject  to  a  penalty  of  $10,  to 
be  recovered  as  other  debts  are  recovered  in 
said  District,  for  each  and  every  day  the 
obstruction  may  remain  after  the  chief  of 
engineers  shall  have  given  notice  for  its  re- 
moval." 

Without  stopping  to  inquire  what  duty 
these  sections  of  the  Revised  Statutes  im- 
posed, if  any,  upon  the  commissioners  of  the 
District,  the  quesfion  here  presented  is. 
whether  an  ordinary  carriage  block  or  step, 
such  as  we  have  in  this  case,  and  such  as 
has  been  in  use  from  time  immemorial,  as 
an  incident  or  appurtenant  of  convenience, 
if  not  of  necessity,  to  places  of  business  and 
residences  in  cities,  constitutes  an  obstruc- 
tion within  the  meaning  of  the  sections  of 
the  statute  quoted.  It  is  clear,  the  pro- 
visions of  the  statute  do  not  apply  to  many 
things  that  may,  in  a  senSe,  be  regarded  as 
obstructions  to  the  sidewalks  of  a  city. 
They  certainly  do  not  apply  to  the  shade 
trees  growing  along  the  sidewalks,  nor  to 
lamp  posts,  water  hydrants,  awning  posts, 
telegraph  or  telephone  poles,  that  we  find 
everywhere,  in  the  city,  along  the  sidewalks. 
All  these  things  may  be  regarded,  in  a  par- 
ticular sense,  as  obstructions,  but  they  are 
not  such  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
They  are  objects  allowed  and  authorized,  by 
immemorial  custom  and  usage,  as  being 
necessary  to  the  health,  convenience,  pro- 
tection, and  enjoyment  of    the    homes    and 

lives  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  citj^  Whewjp 
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these  objects  of  convenienco  and  comfort 
have  been  subject  to  proper  regulation,  as 
they  always  are  and  should  be,  they  have 
never  been  regarded  as  nuisances,  either 
public  or  private.  And,  in  the  case  of  a 
carriage  step  or  block,  it  is  of  such  reason- 
able convenience  and  such  a  necessary  ap- 
purtenant to  dwellings  and  places  of  busi- 
ness on  the  streets  of  a  city  that  the  right 
to  maintain  it,  of  a  proper  size  and  in  a 
proper  position,  has  seldom  been  attempted 
to  be  questioned.  The  legal  existence  of 
carriage  steps  or  blocks  was  fully  recognized 
in  this  city  long  before  the  occurrence  of  the 
accident,  the  subject  of  the  present  action, 
and  they  have  been  regulated  by  both  the 
building  and  police  regulations  prescribed 
by  municipal  authority.  Their  legal  exist- 
once  has  been  explicitly  recognized  by  this 
court  in  the  case  of  Howes  v.  District  of 
Columbia,  2  App.  D.  C.  188,  and  that  case  is 
in  accordance  with  decisions  of  the  highest 
authority  elsewhere. 

In  the  case  of  Dubois  v.  Kingston,  102  N. 
Y.  219,  56  Am.  Rep.  804,  6  N.  E.  273,  it  was 
the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court  of  ap- 
peals of  New  York  that  a  stepping  stone  in 
the  front  of  a  public  building,  just  inside 
the  curb  of  the  sidewalk^  was  not  such  an 
obstruction  as  would  render  a  city  liable  for 
an  injury  sustained  by  a  person  falling 
over  it,  even  though  others  had  been  previ- 
ously injured  by  falling  over  the  step.  It 
appeared  that  the  plaintiff  was  injured 
while  running  to  a  fire,  which  appeared  to 
be  in  the  direction  of  his  own  house,  in  the 
city  of  Kingston,  by  falling  over  a  stepping 
stone  lying  in  the  sidewalk  in  one  of  the 
streets  of  the  city.  The  stone  was  3  feet  4 
inches  in  length,  20  inches  w^ide,  and  14 
inches  high.  It  lay  lengthwise  with  the 
curb  and  on  the  side  thereof,  in  front  of  the 
building  containing  the  postoffice,  a  music 
hall,  and  several  stores.  In  the  opinion,  the 
court  said:  "Actions  against  municipal 
corporations  for  injuries  sustained  by  indi- 
viduals while  using  or  passing  along  its 
streets  are  founded  upon  the  ground  of 
negligence  of  its  officers  in  the  performance 
of  their  official  duties,  and  cannot  be  main- 
tained without  evidence  showing  that  they 
have  been  derelict  in  this  respect,  by  means 
of  which  the  injury  has  been  sustained.  We 
think  there  was  no  such  proof  upon  the  trial 
of  this  action.  The  stepping  stone  over 
which  the  plaintiff  fell  and  was  injured  was 
not  of  unusual  size  or  of  an  improper  con- 
struction, nor  was  it  located  at  an  improper 
place.  It  was  placed  in  a  position  on  the 
sidewalk  most  convenient  for  persons  who 
should  alight  from  a  wagon  or  carriage  or 
get  into  the  same  from  the  sidoualk,  and 
tlius  it  was  a  means  of  acooiinnodition  to 
those  who  had  business  at  the  postotlice,  or 
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in  the  building  in  front    of    which  it  wa^ 
located.    It  was  not  any  more  exposed  than 
was  essential  for  its  proper  and  useful  lo- 
cation."    And    in    the    conclusion    of    the 
opinion  it  was  said:    "It  would  be  extending 
the  rule  of  the  liability  of  municipal  corjw 
rations  far  greater  than  has  yet  been  done 
in  any  decided  case,  to  hold  that  they  are 
liable  for  assenting  to  the  placing  of  step- 
ping stones  on  the  edge  of  sidewalks  in  front 
of    hotels,    stores,    public     buildings,     and 
private  residences.     The  courts    have   gone 
quite  far  in  holding  such  corporations  to  a 
very  strict  responsibility  in  reference  to  ac- 
cidents caused  by  a  failure  of  their  officers 
to  keep  the  streets  and  sidewalks  in  a  proper 
and  safe  condition;  but  it  would  be  addin<; 
to  the  corporate  liability  beyond  reasonable 
limits  to  hold  that  stepping  stones,  which 
are  almost  a  necessity  in  providing  for  the 
interest,   comfort,  and  convenience    of    the 
public  in  the  maintenance    of    walks,    ave- 
nues, and  streets,  constitute  a  nuisance  or 
obstruction,    and    that    [municipal]    corpo- 
rations are  liable  for  damages  by  reason  of 
accidents  caused  thereby." 

In    the    more    recent    case    of    Robert  v. 
Powell,  1G8  N.  Y.  414,  55  L.  R.  A.  775.  So 
Am.  St.  Rep.  073,  61  N.  E.  699,  the  same 
principle  is  very  fully  laid  down.     In  this 
latter  case  the  action  was  brought  agnin>t 
the  owner  of  the  dwelling  in  front  of  which 
the  carriage  block  was  placed.     It  was  held 
by  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  court  that 
the  block,  being  of  an    ordinary    size,    and 
placed  in  the  usual  position  at  the  curb,  was 
not  an  unlawful  obstruction  of  the  sidewalk, 
and  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  for  in- 
juries received  by  stumbling  over  the  step. 
In  that  case,  on  the  night  of  the  accideni, 
the  plaiutifT,  while  walking  rapidly  on  Fifty- 
eighth  street,  crossed  the  street  diagonally 
from  the  defendant's  house,  in  order  to  take 
a  cab,  and  stumbled  over  a  stepping  stoin* 
or  carriage  block    maintained    by    the    de- 
fendant in  front  of  her  residence.    The  stone 
over  which  the  plaintiff  fell  was  18  inches 
high,  13  inches  long,  and  16    inches    wide. 
In  the  opinion  the  court  said:     "The  st^^'p- 
ping  stone  in  this   case,    located    upon    the 
sidewalk  in  front  of  a  private  house,  was  a 
reasonable  and  necessary  use  of  the  street, 
not  only  for  the  convenience  of  the  owner  of 
the  house,  but  for  other  persons  who  desired 
to  visit  or  enter  the  house  for   busine^^s    or 
other  lawful  purpose.     It  did  not  interfere 
in  the  least  with  the  use  of  the  roadway  or 
bed  of  the  street;  nor  did  it  interfere  to  any 
appreciable  or  unreasonable  extent  with  the 
use  of  the  sidewalk.     There  were  8  feet  of 
a  clear,  open  space  upon  the  sidewalk   for 
the  use  of  travelers,  and  the  fact  that  the 
plaintiff,   while  hurrying  in  the  nighttime 
to  take  a    cab,    stumblg^    over    the    stone. 
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irh^n  the  place  was  well  lighted  and  the  ob- 
ject plainly  visible,  does  not  prove,  or  tend 
to  prove,  that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of 
any  wrong  or  breach  of  duty  in  maintaining 
the  stepping  stone  in  front  of  her  house.  It 
is  true  that  the  plaintiff  was  injured,  but 
that  was  the  result  of  an  accident,  due, 
possibly,  to  his  own  fault,  but  at  all  events 
not  to  any  fault  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, or  to  any  unlawful  obstruction  by  the 
defendant  of  the  street.  The  question  in- 
volved in  the  case  is,  we  think,  well  settled 
by  authority.  Dubois  v.  Kingston,  102  N. 
Y.  219,  55  Am.  Rep.  804,  6  N.  E.  273 ; 
Dougherty  v.  fforseheadSy  159  N.  Y.  154,  53 
X.  K  799.  While  it  is  said  that  these 
cases  involved  only  the  question  of  liability 
on  the  part  of  a  municipality  for  negligence, 
they  also  decided  that  the  existence  of  ob- 
iii?ts  of  this  character  in  the  streets  is  law- 
ful. If  the  city  could  not  be  held  liable  for 
permitting  them  to  be  there  after  notice, 
neither  can  the  defendant  be  held  liable  for 
placing  them  there.  The  question  involved 
in  this  class  of  cases  is  whether  the  object 
complained  of  is  usual,  reasonable,  or  neces- 
sary in  the  use  of  the  street  by  the  owner  of 
the  premises,  or  anyone  else." 

There  are  other  courts  than  those  of  New 
York  that  have  maintained  the  same 
principle.  Cincinnati  v.  Fleischer,  63  Ohio 
St.  229,  58  N.  E.  568;  Macomherv.  Taunton, 
100  Mass.  255 ;  Gushing  v.  Boston,  124  Mass. 
434:  Homer  v.  Philadelphia,  194  Pa.  542,  45 
Atl.  330. 

Upon  general  principle,  as  well  as  upon 
authority,  we  are  clearly  of  opinion  the  car- 
riage block  or  stepping  stone  in  question 
was  not  an  unlawful  obstruction  of  the 
street  or  sidewalk,  and  that  the  defendant 
is  not  liable  for  the  injury  received  by  the 


plaintiff  in  stumbling  and  falling  over  the 
stone. 

But  the  plaintiff  contends  that,  even  con- 
ceding that  the  carriage  block  in  question 
was  not  an  unlawful  obstruction,  and  did 
not  constitute  a  public  nuisance,  yet  the 
street  in  that  particular  section  was  de- 
fectively and  insuflSciently  lighted,  and,  be- 
cause of  such  defective  and  insufficient 
lighting  of  the  street  and  sidewalk,  the 
plaintiff  ran  against  and  stumbled  over  the 
block  or  stepping  stone  and  was  injured,  and 
that  the  defendant  corporation  is  liable  for 
such  injury,  because  of  the  neglect  to 
properly  light  and  keep  lighted  the  street 
and  sidewalk  where  the  accident  occurred. 
But,  whatever  insufficiency  may  have  existed 
in  the  light  upon  the  occasion  of  the  acci- 
dent (if  any  insufficiency  did  in  fact  exist), 
such  an  action  as  the  present  is  not  the 
remedy  for  the  consequences  of  such  defect. 
Money  is  annually  appropriated  by  Congress 
for  lighting  the  streets  of  the  city;  but 
whether  such  appropriation  be  sufficient  or 
insufficient,  the  courts  cannot  determine: 
nor  can  they  determine  how  the  lights  shall 
be  distributed  through  the  city;  or  how  any 
particular  street  or  section  of  a  street  shall 
be  lighted, — whether  by  few  or  many  liglits, 
or  whether  by  gas  or  electricity.  These  are 
matters  that  are  confided  exclusively  to  the 
judgment  and  discretion  of  the  municipal 
authorities. 

Finding  no  error  in  the  ruling  of  the 
court  below  directing  the  verdict  for  the  de- 
fendant, we  must  affirm  the  judgment,  and 
it  is  so  ordered. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

Affirmed  by  Supreme  Court  of  United 
States   January  3,  1905. 


GEORGIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Hattie  H.  MORRISON,  Plff,  in  Err., 

t?. 

James  L.  DICKEY. 


(. 


Ga. 


.) 


*1.  Mutual  confldence  belnff  the   fonn- 
dation    of    the    partnerahlp    relation, 

the  mere  fact  that  a  member  of  a  partner- 
ship l8  not  the  owner  of  property  which  he 

*Headnote8  by  Cobb,  J. 


KoTE. — As  to  business  partnership  between 
bnsband  and  wife,  see  also,  In  this  series,  Gilkcr- 
MO'Sloss  Commission  Co.  v.  Salinger,  16  L.  R. 
A.  .526.  and  note;  Puller  &  F.  Co.  v.  McOenry, 
18  L.  R.  A.  512 ;  Vail  v.  Wlntersteln,  18  L.  R. 
A-  515 ;  Haggett  v.  Hnrley,  41  L.  R.  A.  362 ; 
and  Hoaglln  v.  Henderson.  61  L.  R.  A.  750. 
<50  L.  R.  A. 


has  embarked  In  the  partnership  enterprise — 
the  same  belonging  to  a  third  person,  who 
has  consented  that  It  may  be  so  used  for  his 
benefit,  but  whose  Interest  Is  not  disclosed 
to  the  other  member  of  the  partnership — does 
not  cause  a  partnership  relation  to  arise  be- 
tween the  other  partner  and  the  concealed 
principal  of  his  copartner. 

2.  A  partner  may  make  an  aarreement 
with  a  third  peraon  for  a  division  of 
the  profit*  coming  to  him  from  the  part- 
nership enterprise,  and,  If  the  character  of 
the  agreement  Is  such  as  to  disclose  the  essen- 
tials necessary  to  a  partnership,  a  subpart- 
nershlp  Is  thereby  formed  between  the  part- 
ner and  the  third  person ;  but  such  person 
does  not  become  a  member  of  the  first  part- 
nership, nor  Is  he  liable  for  the  debts  of  thnl 
partnership, 

3.  Huahand  and  Tvlfe  may.  In  thla  atnto. 
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l«-vrf  ally  transact  buMlneaa  a«  eopart- 
nerH,  and  therefore  there  may  be  a  subpart- 
nership  between  a  husband  and  wife  in  refer- 
ence to  the  profits  of  a  business  in  which 
the  husband  is  a  partner. 

4.  In  a  subpartnerslftip  of  tUe  character 
above  referred  to,  where  the  members 
are  husband  and  wife,  a  gift  by  the  wife  to 
the  husband  of  a  portion  of  her  interest  in 
the  profits  which  the  husband  would  derive 
from  the  first  partnership  is  valid ;  and  the 
use  by  him,  or  by  his  copartner,  of  such 
profits  to  discharge  a  debt  of  the  husband 
would  not  render  his  partner  liable  to  the 
wife  on  account  of  having  used  her  money  for 
the  purpose  of  paying  her  husband's  debt. 

5.  Tlie  verdict  for  tlie  defendant  was 
demanded  by  tbe  evidence,  and  any 
errors  that  may  have  been  made  by  the 
Judge  In  his  instructions  to  the  Jury  did  not 
require  the  granting  of  a  new  trial. 

(March  7,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  City  Court  of  Atlanta  to 
review  a  judgment  in  favor  of  defend- 
ant in  an  action  brought  to  recover  money 
alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully  appropriat- 
ed by  defendant  to  the  payment  of  a  debt 
of  plaintiff's  husband.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  R.  Hammond,  for  plaintiff  in 
error : 

The  debt  was  that  of  the  husband,  and  his 
alone,  both  morally  and  legally;  and  plain- 
tiff is  absolutely  disqualified  by  the  statute 
from  making  any  contract  to  assume  it  or 
pay  it. 

Code,  8  2488. 

The  mere  fact  that  Mr.  Morrison  was  the 
agent  of  his  wife  in  the  conduct  of  her  busi- 
ness, he  being  in  possession  of  the  property 
and  the  apparent  owner,  would  not  make 
Dickey  her  partner. 

2  Lawson,  Rights,  Rem.  &  Pr.  p.  1190,  tl 
635. 

Partnership,  as  between  the  partners,  is 
a  contractual  relationship,  and  cannot 
arise  in  any  other  way,  though  a  liability  as 
to  third  parties  may  arise,  by  estoppel,  on 
the  part  of  one  who  is  not  a  partner. 

Ihid.;  Civil  Code,  §  2626.  See  also  §  2629 ; 
Huggins  v.  Huggins,  117  Ga,  151,  43  S.  E. 
759. 

The  law  of  concealed  agency,  which  makes 
the  principal  liable,  when  discovered,  at  the 
election  of  the  other  party,  operates  alone 
for  tltt  protection  of  the  other  party  to  the 
contract. 

Williams  ▼.  Merle,  11  Wend.  80,  26  Am. 
Dec.  605;  Ga.  Civ.  Code,  §§  3024,  3539; 
Maddox  v.  WiUon,  91  Ga.  40,  16  S.  E.  213 ; 
Rosser  v.  Darderi,  82  Ga.  219,  14  Am.  St. 
Rep.  152,  7  S.  E.  919. 

The  mere  fact  of  thfe  purchase  of  this  ma- 
chine by  Morrison,  even  though  it  may  linvo 
been  intended  for  use  in  connection  with 
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his  wife's  business,  would  not   render  her 
liable  for  it. 

Blount  V.  Bugger,  115  Ga.  109,  41  S.  E. 
270. 

Messrs.  Felder  A  Ronntree,  for  defend- 
ant in  error : 

It  is  not  material  that  the  contract  of 
purchase  was  signed  "J.  L.  Dickey,  Presi- 
dent, and  J.  J.  Morrison."  The  partners 
were  liable,  at  least  inter  se,  for  the  debt. 

Maddox  v.  Wilson,  91  Ga.  40,  16  S.  E. 
213;  Lenney  v.  Finley,  118  Ga.  718,  45  S. 
E.  593. 

Mrs.  Morrison  was  originally  liable  for 
the  debt.  She  was  liable  upon  the  prin- 
ciple  of   ratification   and   estoppel. 

Code,  §§  2626,  5150;  Murray  v.  Walker, 
44  Ga.  58. 

A  party  who  has  received  the  benefit  of 
a  contract  made  by  a  husband  concerningr 
property  owned  by  the  wife  cannot  resist 
performance  on  the  ground  of  the  wife's  cov- 
erture and  the  absence  of  her  statutory  as- 
sent to  the  contract. 

Texas  d  8t.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Rohards,  60  Tex. 
546,  48  Am.  Rep.  268;  Hathaway  v.  Payne, 
34  N.  Y.  92;  Louisville,  N,  A.  d  G.  R.  Co. 
V.  Flanagan,  113  Ind.  488,  3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
674,  14  N.  E.  370. 

The  creation  of  a  partnership  by  an  agent 
without  authority  may  be  ratified  and  made- 
valid  by  the  principal,  notwithstanding  that 
intervening  rights  are  thereby  cut  off,  where 
such  rights  rest  on  an  inferior  equity  to  that 
of  the  principal. 

Williams  v.  Butler,  35  111.  544. 

Cobb,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the- 
court; 

This  was  an  action  by  Mrs.  Morrison 
against  Dickey  to  recover  a  sum  of  money 
which  she  alleged  had  been  wrongfully  ap- 
propriated by  Dickey  to  the  payment  of  her 
husband's  debt.  The  jury  found  in  favor  of 
the  defendant,  and  the  plaintiff  assigns  er- 
ror upon  the  overruling  of  her  motion  for 
a  new  trial. 

Mrs.  Morrison  was  the  owner  of  a  busi- 
ness which  was  conducted  by  her  husband 
in  his  name.  Her  ownership  was  not  dis- 
closed to  the  world,  nor  was  there  anything^ 
to  indicate  to  those  who  dealt  with  Morri- 
son that  he  was  not  the  owner  of  Uie  busi- 
ness. Dickey,  while  ignorant  of  Mrs.  Mor- 
rison's ownership,  bought  from  Morrison  & 
half  interest  in  the  business.  This  sale  was 
made,  if  not  with  the  approval,  certainly 
without  the  disapproval,  of  Mrs.  Morrison. 
Morrison  and  Dickey  purchased  a  machine, 
which,  if  not  necessary,  was  adapted  to  and 
useful  in  the  business  they  were  carryini? 
on,  and  was  actually  used  in  that  busine<t8. 
The  contract  for  the  purchase  price  was 
signed,  not  by  the  partnership,  but  by  Mor- 
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rison  and  Dickey  individually.  Suit  was 
broug^ht  upon  this  contract,  and  judgment 
obtained  against  Morrison  and  Dickey  as  in- 
diridual  joint  promisors.  Up  to  this  point 
it  seems  that  Dickey  was  still  in  ignorance 
of  the  fact  that  the  business  into  which  he 
liad  been  admitted  as  a  partner  with  Mor- 
rison was  in  reality  the  business  of  Mor- 
rison's wife,  but  this  fact  was  subsequently 
disclosed  to  him.  Dickey,  having  ascer- 
tained that  Mrs.  Morrison  was  the  real 
owner  of  the  business,  negotiated  with  her 
for  the  purchase  of  her  remaining  one-half 
interest;  and  an  agreement  was  reached  by 
which  Mrs.  Morrison  sold  this  interest  to 
Dickey  for  the  sum  of  $2,500,  $1,000  of 
which  was  to  be  paid  in  cash.  The  stipu- 
lation in  the  contract  with  reference  to  the 
remaining  $1,500  was  in  the  following 
words:  "The  balance  of  the  amount,  being 
fifteen  hundred  dollars,  I  hereby  give  and 
convey  to  him,  my  said  husband,  J.  J.  Mor- 
rison, for  the  affection  I  have  for  him,  to- 
gether with  some  compensation  for  his  long 
wrvice  in  it.  Of  course  he  can  do  as  he 
pleases  with  that,  provided  I  get  one  thou- 
sand dollars  or  its  equivalent."  Dickey  as- 
sumed all  debts  and  liabilities  of  the  firm. 
Morrison  agreed  with  Dickey  that  the  $1,- 
500  above  referred  to  should  be  left  in  the 
latter*8  hands,  to  be  appropriated  first  to  the 
payment  of  one  half  of  the  judgment  against 
Dickey  and  Morrison  above  referred  to,  and 
the  remainder,  so  far  as  necessary,  to  the 
payment  of  one  half  of  the  otber  debts  of 
the  firm.  Dickey  subsequently  paid  the  bal- 
ance due  on  the  judgment,  and  it  is  claimed 
by  Mrs.  Morrison  that  this  payment  was 
made  from  the  proceeds  of  the  business  in 
which  her  money  had  been  placed  by  her 
husband,  and  therefore  that  one  half  of  this 
money  paid  on  this  judgment  was  hers,  and 
should  have  been  paid  to  her,  and  the  pay- 
ment of  it  by  Dickey  on  her  husband's  debt 
was  illegal,  and  she  was  entitled  to  recover 
the  amount  from  him;  it  being  also  claimed 
that  the  arrangement  by  which  $1,500  of  the 
purchase  money  of  her  remaining  interest 
in  the  business  should  be  left  in  the  hands 
of  her  husband,  and  the  subsequent  arrange- 
ment between  Dickey  and  her  husband  that 
this  sum  should  be  appropriated  in  part  to 
the  payment  of  the  judgment,  was  merely 
a  scheme  or  device  to  use  her  money  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  her  husband's  debt.  No 
partnership  relation  existed  between  Mrs. 
Morrison  and  Dickey  prior  to  the  time  that 
he  knew  that  the  business  was  owned  by 
her.  The  partnership  up  to  that  time  was 
^^ne  composed  of  Dickey  and  Morrison.  The 
relation  created  by  a  partnership  agreement 
i<  one  founded  so  essentially  upon  mutual 
confidence  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing 
in  the  law  aa  a  partnership  between  persons 
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unless  the  persons  are  known  to  each  other, 
and  each  has  an  opportunity  to  determine 
whether  that  relation  shall  be  formed  be- 
tween them.  Partnership  is  founded  upon 
agreement  and  consent,  and  there  can  be  no 
consent  to  the  formation  of  a  partnership 
with  a  person  who  is  not  known.  1  Bates, 
Partn.  S  158 ;  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  p.  16.  The  relation  which  existed  be- 
tween Morrison  and  his  wife  after  Dickey 
had  been  admitted  as  a  partner  into  the 
business  carried  on  by  Morrison  was  in  the 
nature  of  a  subpartnership,  which  made 
Morrison  and  his  wife  partners  as  between 
themselves;  and  as  such  they  assumed  all 
of  the  responsibilities  that  would  be  incident 
to  a  partnership  created  between  two  per- 
sons, where  one  furnished  the  capital,  and 
the  other  the  skill  and  labor,  necessary  in 
carrying  out  the  enterprise.  1  Bates,  Partn. 
§§  164,  169.  How  profits  between  them- 
selves as  members  of  this  subpartnership 
would  be  divided  would  be  immaterial,  and 
therefore  the  mere  fact  that  Mrs.  Morrison 
was  to  receive  the  entire  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness thus  carried  on  in  her  husband's  name 
for  her  benefit  would  not  deprive  the  busi- 
ness relationship  between  them  of  the  essen- 
tial elements  of  a  subpartnership.  It  is  now 
the  settled  law  of  this  state  that  husband 
and  wife  may  lawfully  engage  in  business  as 
partners.  Ellis  v.  Mills,  99  Ga.  490,  27  S. 
E.  740.  But  this  relation  existing  l)etween 
Morrison  and  his  wife  as  to  each  other 
would  not  make  the  wife  a  partner  in  the 
business  carried  on  by  Dickey  and  Morrison, 
nor  would  she  be  liable  for  the  debts  of  that 
partnership;  but  she  would  be  liable  for  any 
debts  which  might  be  considered  as  debts 
of  the  subpartnership  existing  between  her- 
self and  her  husband.  1  Bates,  Partn.  §§ 
168,  169;  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  17.  Mrs.  Morrison  therefore  could  not 
have  been  held  bound  on  the  contract  for  the 
purchase  of  the  machine  above  referred  to, 
as  this  purchase  was  made  before  the  fact 
of  her  Interest  in  the  business  came  to  the 
knowledge  of  Dickey,  and  therefore  before 
there  could  have  been,  in  law,  any  partner- 
ship relation  existing  between  them.  But 
Morrison  was  bound,  not  only  by  virtue  of 
the  partnership  relation  existing  between 
himself  and  Dickey,  but  by  the  express  terms 
of  the  contract  itself.  When  Dickey  dis- 
covered that  Mrs.  Morrison  was  the  real 
owner  of  the  business  which  he  had  former- 
ly carried  on  as  a  partner  of  her  husband, 
he  had  a  right  to  deal  with  her  as  such  ovv-n- 
er,  by  either  admitting  her  into  the  partner- 
ship, or  by  purchasing  from  her  her  interest 
therein.  The  contract,  therefore,  between 
Dickey  and  Mrs.  Morrison,  by  which  he  pur- 
chased her  remaining  one-hnlf  intorst  in 
the  business,  was  valid  and  lawful^^aiid  afterj 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


90 


Geobgia  Supreme  Coubt. 


Mab., 


this  purchase  he  became  the  owner  of  the 
entire  business.  It  was  lawful  for  him  to 
pay  her  $1,000,  and  agree  to  pay  her  $1,500 
in  the  future,  and  it  was  also  lawful  for 
her  to  make  a  gift  of  the  latter  amount  to 
her  husband.  This  is  the  legal  effect  of  the 
contract  upon  its  face,  and,  if  the  gift  be- 
came complete^  it  was  immaterial  for  what 
purposes  her  husband  used  the  money  which 
was  the  subject  of  the  gift.  He  might  use 
it  for  the  purpose  of  paving  his  debts,  and 
the  subsequent  agreement  between  him  and 
Dickey  that  a  portion  of  the  money  given  to 
him  should  be  applied  by  Dickey  to  the 
judgment  against  Morrison  and  himself  was 
a  transaction  free  from  legal  infirmity.  Mor- 
rison would  then  be  paying  his  own  debt 
with  his  own  money,  and  not  with  the 
money  of  his  wife.  In  addition  to  this,  while 
Mrs.  Morrison  was  not  at  all  bound  by  the 
judgment  against  Morrison  and  Dickey,  and 
not  in  any  way  liable  upon  the  contract 
which  was  the  foundation  of  that  judgment, 
this  liability  of  Morrison  and  Dickey  was 
one  of  the  liabilities  of  the  partnership  be- 
tween them;  and,  when  Mrs.  Morrison  saw 
fit  to  disclose  her  ownership  of  the  busi- 
ness, and  Dickey  saw  proper  to  recognize 
her  as  a  partner,  she  then  took  her  position 
for  the  first  time  as  a  partner  in  the  busi- 
ness with  Dickey,  and  she  then  became  lia- 
ble, upon  an  accounting  as  to  the  affairs  of 
the  partnership,  to  account  to  her  partner 
for  all  claims  or  demands  which,  as  be- 
tween the  partners,  would  be  lawful  charges 
against  the  partnership  business;  and,  if 
tUe  partnership  had  gone  into  liquidation, 
there  would  have  been,  in  an  accounting  be- 
tween the  partners,  no  legal  obstacle  in  the 
way  of  Dickey  insisting  that  the  money  ex- 
pended for  the  machine  should  be  treated, 
as  between  him  and  Mrs.  Morrison,  as  a 
liability  of  the  firm,  and  one  for  which  she 
should  account  for  one  half.  This  is  true 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  at  the  time 
the  machine  was  purchased,  when  her  own- 
ership of  the  business  was  not  kncjwn  to 
Dickey,  she  gave  her  husband  special  in- 
structions not  to  purchase  the  machine;  it 
appearing  that  the  machine  was  actually 
purchased  and  used  in  carrying  on  the  busi- 
ness of  the  partnership.  Take  still  another 
view  of  the  matter.  The  subpartncrship,  or 
relation  in  the  nature  thereof,  existing  be- 
tween Mrs.  Morrison  and  her  husband,  ren- 
dered her  liable  to  account  to  her  husband 
for  all  legitimate  and  necessary  expenses  in- 
curred in  realizing,  or  attempting  to  realize, 
profits  from  the  partnership  between  him 
and  Dickey ;  and,  if  the  purchase  of  the  ma- 
chine was  necessary  or  proper  for  the  con- 
duct of  the  business,  and  was  actually  used 
in  the  business,  before  Mrs.  Morrison  could 
donumd  from  her  husband  the  profits  of  the 
(iJ»  L.  U.  A. 


business  she  would  have  to  account  to  Iiim 
for  the  amount  for  which  he  rendered  him- 
self liable  on  account  of  such  purchase,  lier 
protest  against  its  purchase  would  not  avail 
her  as  an  excuse  for  not  so  accounting,  if 
the  profits  claimed  by  her  were  the  result  of 
the  business  in  which  the  machine  had  been 
actually  used. 

So  that  it  seems  to  us  that,  under  any 
view  of  the  law  and  facts  of  the  case,  no 
other  legal  judgment  could  have  been  ren- 
dered than  one  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
Tliere  is  nothing  in  the  case  to  authorize  a 
fjnding  that  the  transaction  was  a  mere 
scheme  or  device  to  use  Mrs.  Morrison's 
money  for  the  purpose  of  paying  her  hus- 
band's debt.  It  was  either  the  use  of  her 
money  to  pay  a  liability  which  Dickey  would 
have  a  right  to  claim  against  her  when  she 
admitted  her  ownerhliip,  and  accepted  po- 
sition as  a  partner  with  him,  or  it  was  a 
payment  by  Morrison  of  his  debt  with  his 
money,  title  to  which  he  had  derived  by  a 
voluntary  gift  from  his  wife,  or  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sum  which  Mrs.  Morrison  would 
have  been  bound  to  pay  in  an  accounting 
with  her  husband.  While  the  instructions 
of  the  judge  are  not  at  all  in  accord  with 
some  of  the  principles  above  laid  down,  still, 
under  the  undisputed  facts  of  the  case,  the 
verdict  for  the  defendants  was  demanded, 
and  any  errors  committed  in  charging  the 
jury  were  harmless. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


EMPLOYING    PRINTERS'    CLUB    ei    oL, 
Plffs.  in  Err., 

V. 

DOCTOR  BLOSSER  COMPANY. 


(. 


Ga. 


.) 


*1.   A  combination  of  two  or  more  per- 
aona  to  Injare  one  In  Ills  trade  by  In- 

ducinf?  his  employees  to  break  their  contract 
with  him,  or  to  decline  to  longer  continue  In 
his  employment,  is,  if  it  results  in  damage, 
actionable. 
2.  A  former  member  of  an  lllegral  com- 
bination, whose  connection  with  it  was  sev- 
ered before  the  filing  of  the  suit,  will  not  be 
denied  the  protection   of  a  court  of  equity 

*Headnotes  by  Evans,  J. 

Note. — As  to  conspiracy  by  trade  union  to 
procure  discharge  of  nonunion  men,  see,  in  this 
series,  Flaccus  v.  Smith,  54  L.  R.  A.  040,  and 
Erdman  v.  Mitchell,  63  L.  R.  A.  534. 

As  to  boycott  or  conspiracies  by  trade  unions 
or  strikers  generally,  see  Casey  v.  Cincinnati 
Typographical  rnlon,  No.  3.  12  L.  R.  A.  193, 
and  note;  Toledo,  A.  A.  &  N.  M.  R.  Co.  r.  Penn- 
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asralnst  an   llle^I   act  of  such   combination 
because  of  his  previous  connection  therewith. 

3.  The  mallcloiiM  procarement  of  a 
breach  of  contract  of  employment  result- 
In;?  In  damage,  where  the  procurement  was 
during  the  subsistence  of  the  contract,  Is  an 
actionable  wrong. 

4.  A  court  of  eqaltr  -will  Interpose  by 
1b Junction  to  prevent  the  several  members 
of  an  ille^l  combination  from  enforcing  an 
Illegal  agreement  to  the  hurt  and  Injury  of 
one  ensaged  In  competitive  business. 

(March  25,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Ful- 
ton County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
<'njoin  defendants  from  interfering  with 
piaintifiT's  employees.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Smitli  A  Wright,  for  plaintiffs 
in  error : 

Where  parties  are  concerned  in  illegal 
agreements  or  transactions,  whether  they 
are  mala  prokihita,  or  mala  in  se,  courts  of 
♦^uity,  following  the  rule  of  law  as  to  par- 
ticipation in  crime,  will'  not  grant  relief  to 
<itlier  party  in  accordance  with  the  maxim, 
In  pari  delicto y  etc. 

Harrington  v.  Bigelow,  11  Paige,  349; 
Warburton  v.  Afren,  1  McLean,  460,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  17,143;  Attcood  v.  Fisk^  101  Mass. 
363,  100  Am.  Dec.  124 ;  Sioartzer  v.  Gillett, 
1  Chand.  (Wis.)  207;  Davies  v.  London  d 
Prorincial  Marine  Ins.  Co.  L.  R.  8  Ch.  Div, 
469:  Bromley  v.  Smith,  2  Hill,  517;  Van- 
dyck  V.  Hewitt,  1  East,  96;  Howson  v.  Han- 
cTMtk,  8  T.  R.  575. 

When  the  scheme  is  malum  in  se,  and  the 
parties  to  it  are  in  pari  delicto,  the  law  re- 
fuses to  aid  either  of  tliem  against  the 
other,  but  leaves  them  where  they  have 
placed  themselves  by  their  own  act. 

Thomas  v.  Richmond,  12  Wall.  349,  20  Ir. 
ed.  453;  Smith  v.  Bulbs,  10  Me.  71;  Scher- 
merhom  ▼.  Talman,  14  N.  Y.  94:  Knowlton 
V.  Congress  d  E.  Spring  Co.  57  N.  Y.  518; 
\cUis  V.  Clark,  20  Wend.  24 :  Smith,  Contr. 
3d  Am.  ed.  187;  Burt  v.  Place,  6  Cow.  431; 
LeWame  v.  Meyer,  38  Fed.  191;  Keel  v. 
Urkin,  83  Ala.  146,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  702, 
3  So.  296. 

Blosser  is  bound,  as  a  member  of  the  club, 
by  its  rules;  and  he  is  bound  by  the  deci- 
sion on   complaint.     He   is   also   bound   to 


have  the  remedy  of  arbitration  exhausted 
before  appealing  to  the  law. 

National  Protective  Asso.  v.  Cumming, 
170  N.  Y.  321,  58  L.  R.  A.  136,  88  Am.  St. 
Rep.  648,  63  N.  E.  369;  Parks  v.  Andrews, 
56  Hun,  393,  10  N.  Y.  Supp.  344. 

The  plaintiffs  in  error  and  the  labor 
unions  had  a  legal  right  to  agree  and  act 
in  harmony  with  each  other,  and  they  had 
a  perfect  right  to  make  it  a  part  of  this 
agreement,  and  stipulate  that  the  members 
of  the  unions  should  not  work  for  any  print- 
er in  Atlanta  except  the  parties  to  this 
agreement. 

Willis  V.  Muscogee  Mfg.  Co.  120  Ga.  597, 
48  S.  E.  177;  National  Protective  Asso.  v. 
Cumming,  170  N.  Y.  321,  6B  L.  R.  A  135, 
88  Am.  St.  Rep.  648,  63  N.  E.  369. 

Messrs.  Kontx  A  Austin  and  Howard 
Van  Epps,   for  defendant  in  error:. 

The  case  discloses  an  illegal  combination 
conducting  its  operations  squarely  in  the 
teeth  of  the  law. 

Broum  v.  Jacobs*  Pharmacy  Co.  115  Ga. 
429,  57  L.  R.  A.  547,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  126, 
41  8.  E.  553;  Walker  v.  Cronin,  107  Mass. 
555. 

Defendant  in  error  was  not  in  )f>ari  de- 
licto. 

Whenever  the  plaintiff  can  make  out  his 
case  without  invoking  the  illegal  contract 
to  his  aid,  he  is  entitled  to  recover. 

Equitable  Loan  d  Sccur.  Co.  v.  Waring, 
117  Ga.  633,  62  L.  R.  A.  93,  97  Am.  St. 
Rep.  177,  44  S.  E.  320;  Civil  Code.  §  3937; 
Ingram  v.  Mitchell,  30  Ga.  547;  Clarke  v. 
Brown,  77  Ga.  606,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  98; 
Ilolleman  v.  Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.  106  Ga. 
163,  32  S.  E.  83;  Raleigh  d  O.  R.  Co.  v. 
Suanson,  102  Ga.  761,  39  L.  R.  A.  275,  28 
S.  E.  601. 

The  club  could  not  enforce  against  defend- 
ant in  error  the  rules  and  regulations  of  its 
illegal  constitution  and  by-laws. 

Ertz  v.  Produce  Exchange,  82  Minn.  173, 
51  L.  R.  A.  825,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  419,  84  N. 
W.  743;  Mariell  v.  White,  185  Mass.  255. 
64  L.  R.  A.  260,  102  Am.  St.  Rep.  341,  69 
X.  E.  1085;  Bouticell  v.  Marr,  71  Vt.  1, 
43  L.  R.  A.  803,  76  Am.  St.  Rep.  746,  42 
Atl.  607. 

If  one  maliciously  interferes  in  a  contract 
between .  two  parties,  and  induces  one  of 
them  to  break  that  contract,  to  the  injury 


sylranla  Co.  19  L.  R.  A.  305  :  Toledo,  A.  A.  & 
N.  M.  tt.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  19  L.  R.  A. 
3S7 ;  Waterhouse  v.  Comer,  19  L.  R.  A.  403  ; 
•'flpur  D*Alcne  Consol.  Mln.  Co.  v.  Miners* 
Union,  19  L.  R.  A.  382:  Lucke  v.  Clothinfi: 
"'utters'  A  T.  Assembly  No.  7,507  K.  of  L.  19 
L.  R.  A-  408 :  ^lacauley  Bros.  v.  Tlernoy,  37  L. 
R.  A.  455 ;  Beck  v.  Hallway  Teamsters"  Protect- 
ve  Fnlon,  42  L.  R.  A.  407;  Marx  Ilass  J. 
<^Iothlnf:  Co.  y.  Wat  sou ,  56  L.  R.  A.  951 ;  and 
'50  L.  R.  A- 


Gray  v.  Building  Trades  Council,  63  L.  U.   A. 
753. 

As  to  liability  for  inducinfi:  breach  of  con- 
tract generally,  see.  In  this  series,  Boysen  v. 
Thorn.  21  L.  R.  A.  233.  and  m.'w;  Raycroft  v. 
Tayntor,  33  L.  R.  A.  225 ;  Gore  v.  Condon.  40 
L.  R.  A.  382 ;  Doremus  v.  Ilennessy,  43  L.  R.  A. 
797 ;  West  Virginia  Transp.  Co.  v.  Standard  Oil 
Co.  56  L.  R.  A.  S()4  ;  and  Raymond  v.  Yarrlng- 
ton,  62  L.  B.  A.  962. 
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of  the  other,  the  party  injured  can  maintain 
an  action  against  the  wrongdoer. 

Angle  v.  Chicago,  8t.  P.  M.  d  0.  R.  Co, 
151  U.  S.  13,  38  L,  ed.  62,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
240;  Lumley  v.  Qye,  2  El.  &  Bl.  216;  Bige- 
low,  Torts,  1st  ed.  p.  108;  Jones  v.  Blocker, 
43  Ga.  331;  Baiter  v.  Hotoard,  43  Ga.  601; 
Smith  V.  Goodman,  75  Ga.  198;  Bixhy  v. 
Dunlap,  56  N.  H.  456,  22  Am.  Rep.  475; 
Huff  T.  Watkina,  15  S.  C.  82,  40  Am.  Rep. 
680;  Daniel  v.  Swearengen,  6  S.  C.  N.  S. 
297,  24  Am.  Rep.  471;  Haskins  v.  Royster, 
70  N.  C.  601,  16  Am.  Rep.  780;  Hewitt  v. 
Ontario  Copper  Lightning  Rod  Co.  44  U.  C. 
Q.  B.  287. 

It  is  only  necessary  that  the  relation  of 
master  and  servant  exist.  It  matters  not 
whether  the  contract  is  valid  or  not,  or 
whether  the  employee  is  employed  at  will  or 
for  a  definite  period  of  time. 

16  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  1111,  note  8, 
1114,  note  8;  Webb's  Pollock,  Torts,  Am. 
ed.  pp.  278,  279;  Gunter  v.  Astor,  4  J.  B. 
Moore,  12,  21  Revised  Rep.  733;  Moran  v. 
Dunphy,  177  Mass.  485,  52  L.  R.  A.  115,  83 
Am.  St.  Rep.  289,  59  N.  E.  125;  Noice  v. 
Brown,  39  N.  J.  L.  569 ;  Hawkins  v.  Royster, 
70  N.  C.-611,  16  Am.  Rep.  780;  Chipley  v. 
Atkinson,  23  Fla.  206,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  367, 
1  So.  934;  Salter  v.  Howard,  43  Ga.  601; 
WaVcer  v.  Cronin,  107  Mass.  555;  Benton  v. 
Pratt,  2  Wend.  385,  20  Am.  Dec.  623. 

Lumley  v.  Gye  is  now  the  law  of  Eng- 
land. 

Quinn  v.  Leathem  [1901]  A.  C.  496;  Read 
V.  Friendly  Soc.  [1902]  2  K.  B.  738;  Bowen 
v.  Hall,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  Div.  333. 

The  doctrine  is  generally  recognized  in 
America. 

Ames,  Ijead.  Cas.  on  Torts,  pp.  608,  612; 
Heaton  Peninsular  But  ton- Fastener  Co.  v. 
Dick,  55  Fed.  23,  52  Fed.  667 ;  Lally  y.  Cant- 
well,  30  Mo.  App.  524. 

As  respects  enticing  away  servants,  the 
authorities  all  seem  to  agree  that  a  right  of 
action  lies. 

Read  v.  Friendly  Soc.  [1902]  2  K.  B.  732; 
Tcmperton  v.  Russell  [1893]  1  Q.  B.  715; 
Bowen  v.  Hall,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  Div.  333; 
Angle  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  d  O.  R.  Co.  151 
U.  S.  1,  38  L.  ed.  55,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  240; 
Moran  v.  Dunphy,  177  Mass.  485,  52  L.  R. 
A.  115,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  289,  59  N.  E.  125; 
Carew  v.  Rutherford.  106  Mass.  I,i8  Am. 
Rep.  287;  Plant  v.  Woods,  176  Mass.  492, 
51  L.  R.  A.  339,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  330.  57  N. 
E.  1011;  Doremus  v.  Henncssy,  176  111.  608, 
43  L.  R.  A.  797,  68  Am.  JSt.  Rep.  203,  52 
N.  E.  924,  64  N.  E.  524;  Chipley  v.  Atkin- 
son, 23  Fla.  206,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  367,  1  So. 
934 ;  Old  Dominion  8.  S.  Co.  v.  McKenna,  30 
Fed.  48 ;  Walker  v.  Cronin,  107  Mass.  555 ; 
Rogers  v.  Evarts,  17  N.  Y.  Supp.  264 ;  State 
V.  Stewart,  59  Vt.  273,  59  Am.  Rep.  710, 
ti9  L.  R.  A, 


9  Atl.  559;  Curran  T.  Galen,  2  Misc.  553, 
22  N.  Y.  Supp.  826;  Sherry  v.  Perkins,  147 
Mass.  212,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  689,  17  N.  E. 
307;  Van  Horn  v.  Van  Horn,  52  N.  J.  L 
284,  10  L,  R.  A.  184,  20  Atl.  485;  Hopkins 
V.  Oxley  Stave  Co.  28  C.  C.  A.  99,  49  U.  S. 
App.  700,  83  Fed.  912;  State  v.  Gliddcn,  55 
Conn.  46,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  23,  8  Atl.  890; 
Delz  V.  Winfrec,  80  Tex.  400,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  755,  16  S.  W.  Ill;  Thomas  v.  Ctnct«- 
nati,  N.  0.  d  T.  P.  R.  Co.  4  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  788,  62  Fed.  803;  Crump  v.  Com.  84 
Va.  927,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  895,  6  S.  E.  620. 

Conspiracies  to  injure  the  business  of  an- 
other by  inducing  employees  or  others  under 
contract  to  quit  work  and  break  contracts,, 
and  by  otherwise  maliciously  interfering;,, 
are  unlawful  and  actionable. 

Toledo,  A.  A.  d  N.  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Penmsyl- 
rania  Co.  19  L.  R.  A.  387,  5  Inters.  Cora- 
Rep.  522,  54  Fed.  730:  Murray  v.  McOari- 
gle,  69  Wis.  483,  34  N.  W.  522;  Barr  v. 
Essex  Trades  Coun<;il,  53  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  30 
Atl.  881;  State  v.  Dyer,  67  Vt.  090,  .32  Atl. 
814;  CoF«r  D'Alene  Consol.  Min.  Co.  v.  Min- 
ers' Union,  19  L.  R.  A.  382,  51  Fed.  260: 
O'Xeil  v.  Bchanua,  182  Pa.  236,  38  L.  R.  A. 
382,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  702,  37  Atl.  843;  Jones 
V.  Stanly,  76  N.  C.  355;  Re  Debs,  158  V.  S. 
564,  39  L.  ed.  1092,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  900: 
Boyson  v.  Th<trn.  2\  L.  R.  A.  233,  note.  OH 
Cal.  578,  33  Pac.  492;  Wabash  R.  Co.  V- 
Hannan,  56  Cent.  L.  J.  314,  note;  Walsh  v. 
Master  Plumbers*  Asso.  (Mo.)  56  Cent.  L. 
J.  263,  note;  1  Jaggard,  Torts,  §§  204-207  ; 
2  Addison,  Torts,  pp.  739  et  seq. 

Contracts  in  restraint  of  competition  and 
trade  are  void  and  against  the  policy  of  this 
state. 

Brown  v.  Jacobs'  Pharmacy  Co.  115  Ga. 
429,  67  L.  R.  A.  547,  90  Am.  St.  Rep,  12«, 
41  S.  E.  553:  Rakestraw  v.  Lanier,  104  (Ja. 
188,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  154,  30  S.  E.  735;  At- 
lanta V.  Stein,  111  Ga.  789,  61  L.  R.  A. 
335,  30  S.  E.  932;  United  States  v,  Addystun 
Pipe  d  Steel  Co.  46  L.  R.  A.  122,  29  C.  C. 
A.  141,  54  U.  S.  App.  723,  85  Fed.  271; 
Bailey  v.  Master  Plumbers*  Asso.  102  Tenn. 
99,  46  L.  R.  A.  561,  52  S.  W.  853;  People  v. 
Sheldon,  139  N.  Y.  251,  23  L.  R.  A.  221,  36 
Am.  St.  Rep.  690,  34  N.  E.  785;  Anti-mo- 
nopoly Legislation  from  the  Days  of  Eliza- 
beth lo  the  Anti-Trust  Act  of  JS90,  65  Cent. 
L.  J.  144;  United  States  v.  Northern  Secu- 
rities Co.  120  Fed.  721;  Jackson  v.  Stan- 
field,  137  Ind.  592,  23  L.  R.  A.  588,  36  N.  E. 
345,  37  N.  E.  14;  Gregory  v.  Brunsunck,  6 
Mann.  &  G.  205. 

Any  combination  the  object  of  which  is 
to  attempt  by  force,  or  threats,  or  intimida- 
tion, to  control  an  employer  in  the  deter- 
mination as  to  whom  he  will  employ  or  the 
wasres  he  will  pay  is  an  unlawful  conspir- 
acy. 
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Eddy,  Combinations,  p.  50G:  Brown  v. 
Jaeobsr  Pharmacy  Co,  115  Ga.  429,  57  L.  R. 
A.  547,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  126,  41  S.  E.  553. 

Ersas,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  Doctor  Blosser  Company,  a  corpora- 
tion, brought  an  action  against  a  number  of 
printing  concerns  using  the  club  or  trade 
name  of  the  "Employing  Printers*  Club  of 
Atlanta,"  and  composed  of  individuals, 
tlnn»,  and  corporations  engaged  in  the  book 
and  job  printing  trade  in  the  city  of  Atlan- 
ta, and  whose  names  are  set  out  in  the  rec- 
ord, asking  an  injunction  and  praying  dam- 
ages. The  court  granted  the  injunction,  and 
<*xception  is  taken  to  this  order.  On  the 
interlocutory  hearing  the  defendants  urged 
by  demurrer  the  insufliciency  of  the  facts 
pleaded  to  authorize  the  relief  prayed.  Not- 
withstanding the  demurrer  admitted  the 
truth  of  all  the  facts  which  were  well-plead- 
ed, the  plaintiff  submitted  proof  tending  to 
sustain  all  the  essential  allegations. 

1-3.  The  complaint  is  that  the  defendants 
formed  a  combination  among  the  employing 
printers  to  control  and  fix  the  price  of  print- 
ing done  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and,  because 
the  plaintiff  refused  to  affiliate  with  the 
combination,  they  wrongfully  interfered 
with  the  plain tifTs  businef^s,  and  malicious- 
ly induced  its  employees  to  break  their  con- 
tracts with  it,  and  refuse  to  continue  in  its 
omplojTnent,  to  its  injury  and  damage.  A 
combination  of  individuals  engaged  in  a  par- 
ticular line  of  business  to  compel  one  en- 
gaged in  a  similar  business  to  sell  his 
product  at  prices  fixed  by  it  is  contrary  to 
public  policy,  and  void;  and  the  members 
of  such  a  combination,  individually,  and  col- 
lectively, may,  by  appropriate  injunction,  be 
restrained  from  wrongfully  interfering  with 
the  buaincss  of  the  one  who  is  not  a  member 
of  the  combination.  This  principle  is  laid 
down  in  the  well-considered  case  of  Brown 
V.  Jacobs'  Pharmacy  Co,  115  Ga.  429,  57  L. 
R.  A.  647,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  126,  41  S.  E. 
553,  is  supported  both  by  reason  and  author- 
ity, and  its  application  to  the  case  in  hand 
is  readily  apparent. 

The  facts  alleged  in  the  petition  were  as 
follows:  The  plaintiff  was  engaged  in  the 
city  of  Atlanta  in  the  general  business  of  a 
printer  for  the  public,  enjoying  a  large  trade 
and  doing  a  prosperous  business.  The  de- 
fendants were  also  engaged  in  the  printing 
business,  and  formed  a  combination  or  trust, 
called  the  "Employing  Printers'  Club  of  At- 
lanta, Georgia."  This  combination  embraced 
nearly  the  entire  printing  and  publishing 
fraternity  of  Atlanta  except  the  newspapers, 
and  its  organization  was  "for  the  single  and 
Hole  purpose  of  restraining  trade,  of  abso- 
lutely defeating  and  destroying  competition 
•69  L.  R.  A- 


among  bidders  for  printing  of  any  sort  to 
be  done  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  and  for  main- 
taining an  arbitrary  and  extortionate  scale 
of  prices  upon  any  contracts  that  might  be 
received  for  work  done  in  the  city."  This 
combination  or  club  had  a'  written  constitu- 
tion and  by-laws,  a  copy  of  which  was  ap- 
pended to  the  petition.  Among  the  objects 
of  the  club,  as  recited  in  its  constitution, 
were  "the  maintenance  of  legitimate  prices, 
the  suppression  of  undue  rivalry,  and  mutual 
protection  from  abuses  or  infringement  up- 
on our  rights  by  others."  The  rules  provid- 
ed for  a  fixed  minimum  scale  of  prices,  that 
no  member  should  give  any  rebate  or  con- 
cession to  a  customer,  and  for  a  uniform 
discount  only  to  other  members  of  the  asso- 
ciation. Rule  8  was :  "Never  give  customer 
an  itemized  estimate."  The  scheme  of  the  de- 
fendants, who  confederated  under  the  name 
of  the  "Employing  Printers'  Club,"  was  as 
follows:  If  a  customer  desiring  to  have 
printing  or  publishing  done  made  applica- 
tion for  a  bid  to  any  one  of  the  members 
constituting  the  club,  it  was  the  understand- 
ing and  agreement  among  all  of  the  members 
thereof  that  the  printer  receiving  the  bid 
for  work  should  name  the  price  for  which  he 
was  willing  to  undertake  it,  and  thereupon 
should  list  the  application,  the  name 
of  the  customer,  and  the  proposition 
for  doing  the  work,  giving  a  complete 
description  of  the  job  to  a  manager 
appointed  for  that  very  purpose,  and 
salaried  by  the  members  of  the  combina- 
tion; and  they  in  turn  were  bound  severally 
to  each  other  that,  if  they  were  also  invited 
to  make  competitive  bids,  they  would  fix  the 
price  for  such  equal  to  or  higher  than  that 
proposed  by  the  first  printer  receiving  the 
application  and  listing  the  bid.  It  was  al- 
leged that  the  combination  enforced  a  rule 
between  themselves,  establishing  a  system- 
atic way  of  handling  the  public  printing  for 
the  city  of  Atlanta,  under  the  operation  of 
which  each  printer  was  to  have  his  turn; 
the  manager  to  ke(?p  track  of  this  branch  of 
the  business,  and  notify  the  different  mem- 
bers, when  the  city  of  Atlanta  asked  for 
bids,  whose  turn  it  was  to  do  the  work.  They 
were  to  make  the  price  and  add  10  per  cent, 
and  charge  the  city,  not  only  the  fixed,  ar- 
bitrary price,  but  also  the  additional  10  per 
cent  on  the  fixed  price.  It  was  alleged  that 
a  committee  from  the  Employing  Printers* 
Club,  who  also  represented  the  defendants, 
as  members  of  the  club,  waited  on  the  plain- 
tiff, and  advised  its  officers  that  it  could  not 
continue  to  employ  union  labor  in  its  shop 
unless  it  became  a  member  of  the  club. 
Plaintiff  inquired  of  the  committee  the  pur- 
pose and  scope  of  the  club,  and  was  informed 
that  it  was  a  secret  institution,  and  that 
it  was  necessary  to  become  a  member  before 
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its  secrets  could  be  imparted.  To  prevent 
being  deprived  of  union  labor,  which  was 
the  only*  labor  obtainable,  and  ignorant  of 
the  real  purposes  of  the  club,  the  plaintiff 
became  a  member  thereof.  About  October 
1,  1901,  plaintiff  made  a  contract  with  the 
managers  of  the  Wesleyan  Christian  Advo- 
cate to  publish  that  periodical,  and  was  pro- 
ceeding to  execute  the  contract,  when  it  was 
notified  by  the  Employing  Printers*  Club 
that  it  had  violated  the  rules  of  the  club  in 
accepting  such  contract,  and  was  fined  $468 
for  taking  the  contract.  The  club  decided 
that  the  right  to  print  that  periodical  be- 
longed to  the  Foote  &  Davies  Company,  one 
of  the  defendants,  and  that  the  plaintiff 
should  not  have  underbid  that  company.  In 
addition  to  imposing  the  fine,  the  club  ruled 
that  at  the  end  of  the  year  1902  the  publi- 
cation price  of  the  Advocate  for  the  year 
1903  should  be  fixed  by  the  Foote  &  Davies 
Company.  The  plaintiff  was  dissatisfied 
with  this  ruling,  and  resigned  its  member- 
ship in  the  club,  whereupon  plaintiff  was 
notified  by  a  committee  from  the  club  that, 
unless  it  paid  the  fine  and  came  back  into 
the  club,  all  union  labor  would  be  called  out 
of  its  shop.  The  plaintiff,  persisting  in  its 
refusal  to  resume  relationship  with  the 
club,  was  assured  by  a  committee  from  the 
club  that  it  had  been  reorganized  on  a  legal 
basis.  Upon  this  assurance  the  plaintiff  re- 
sumed its  membership  in  the  club,  and  the 
fine  was  reduced  to  $125.  The  major  part 
of  this  fine  was  paid,  and  plaintiff  resumed 
its  membership  because  of  the  threat  to  call 
out  the  union  labor  from  its  shop,  and  to 
avoid  the  damages  incident  to  the  loss  of 
this  class  of  labor.  In  October,  1902,  the 
Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate's  managers  ap- 
plied to  the  plaintiff  to  print  that  paper 
during  the  year  1903,  stating  that  they 
were  aware  of  the  existence  of  the  print- 
ers' combination,  but  before  they  would  pay 
more  than  they  were  paying  they  would 
withdraw  their  work  from  Atlanta,  and 
place  it  elsewhere.  Thereupon  the  plaintiff 
made  them  a  bid  which  afforded  a  reason- 
able net  profit  on  the  proposed  work.  The 
Employing  Printers'  Club  then  met  and  sat 
in  judgment  on  the  plaintiff *s  action  in  tak- 
ing the  contract  for  the  second  time  for  the 
publication  of  this  periodical,  and  adjudged 
that  the  plaintiff  pay  the  Foote  &  Davies 
Company  $300  in  cash  to  partly  reimburse 
it  for  the  loss  of  the  profit  on  the  publica- 
tion of  the  Wesleyan  Christian  Advocate, 
and  that  the  naming  of  the  price  for  the 
publishing  of  this  periodical  *'revert  irrev- 
ocably" to  the  Foote  &  Davies  Company 
at  the  expiration  of  the  present  contract. 
Several  attempts  were  made  to  induce  the 
plaintiff  to  comply  with  this  edict,  and  it 
was  threatened  that,  if  it  did  not  comply, 
(59  L.  R.  A. 


the  club  would  cause  all  union  labor  to  leave 
its  emplojTnent.  The  plaintiff  refused  to 
comply  with  the  club's  demand,  and  declined 
to  affiliate  longer  with  the  club  as  a  member, 
notifying  it  of  this  resolve.  Then  the  club 
caused  the  pressmen,  feeders,  printers,  and 
binders  employed  by  the  plaintiff  to  quit 
work,  thereby  shutting  down  the  plaintiff's 
establishment,  and  rendering  it  impossible 
for  it  to  conduct  its  business,  or  to  execute 
existing  contracts,  or  to  undertake  further 
employment  in  the  line  of  its  trade.  Ac- 
tual damages  were  alleged  to  have  been  sus- 
tained by  the  plaintiff  in  the  sum  of  $10,- 
000.  On  the  interlocutory  hearing  it  ap- 
peared that  some  of  the  employees  returned 
to  the  work,  and  that  their  respective  unions 
refused  to  call  a  strike  in  the  plaintiff's 
shop.  The  defendants  then  threatened  that, 
unless  the  unions  would  call  out  its  labor 
from  the  plaintiff's  shop  they  would  no  long- 
er observe  the  union  regulations.  In  pur- 
suance of  this  threat,  some  of  the  defend- 
ants had  posted  their  respective  businesses 
as  "open  shops,"  and  the  plaintiff's  peti- 
tion was  filed  at  this  juncture  of  affairs. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  facts  al- 
leged in  the  petition,  if  true  (and  the  de- 
murrer admits  their  truth),  establish,  not 
only  a  conspiracy  to  fix  and  control  the 
price  of  printing  in  the  city  of  Atlanta,  but 
also  a  malicious  interference  with  the  busi- 
ness of  the  plaintiff.  The  scope  and  purpose 
of  the  Employing  Printers*  Club  was  to  cre- 
ate a  monopoly  and  stifle  competition  in  the 
printing  business.  A  mere  agreement  to  do 
wrong  is  not  actionable;  but  when  the  par- 
ties to  such  agreement  do  an  overt  act  in 
furtherance  of  the  illegal  combination,  re- 
sulting in  injury  to  a  third  person,  the 
conspiracy  becomes  actionable,  and  the  con- 
spirators are  liable  to  the  injured  party 
for  damages  proximately  flowing  from  their 
illegal  conduct. 

It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
that,  conceding  that  the  combination  among 
the  defendants  was  an  illegal  one,  the  plain- 
tiff in  the  court  below  was  a  party  to  it, 
and  cannot  be  heard  to  complain  in  a  court 
of  equity.  It  is  true  that  at  one  time  the 
plaintiff  was  a  member  of  the  trust,  but, 
when  the  trust  essayed  to  discipline  it,  it  re- 
pudiated the  club,  and  informed  its  officers 
that  it  would  no  longer  affiliate  with  the 
club.  It  was  then  that  the  club  was  pro- 
ceeding to  punish  it  by  calling  out  its  em- 
ployees. The  maxim  that  one  must  come 
into  a  court  of  equity  with  clean  hands 
means  that  he  munt  do  equity  as  respects 
the  defendant's  rights  in  the  particular  mat- 
ter of  the  suit.  1  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  9  397. 
"The  rule  that  a  complainant  must  come 
t  into  equity  with  clean  hands  does  not  go 
'  so  far  as  to  prohibit  a  court  of  equity  from 
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giving  its  aid  to  a  bad  or  a  faithless  man. 
T/io  dirt  upon  Iiis  hands  must  be  his  bad 
conduct  in  the  transaction  complained  of. 
All  complainants  in  equity  are  human 
beings,  full  of  faults  and  sin,  and  I  doubt 
if  there  is  one  case  in  ten  in  which  the 
complainant  is  not  somewhat  to  blame.  If 
the  complainant  docs  equity  himself,  or  of- 
fers to  do  it  (except  in  those  cases  where 
the  rule  in  pari  delicto,  etc.,  comes  in),  his 
hands  are  as  clean  as  the  court  can  require." 
Amky  v.  Wilson,  50  Ga.  421.  The  plain- 
tiff is  not  seeking  to  obtain  any  relief  by 
virtue  of  his  former  connection  with  the 
club,  and  is  not,  therefore,  in  pari  delicto 
with  the  defendants  relatively  to  the  cause 
of  action  which  it  brings  against  them.  Its 
connection  with  the  club  ceased  before  filing 
the  suit,  and  it  has  repudiated  the  club  as 
an  unholy  alliance.  Even  in  criminal  law 
the  locus  pcenitentiw  is  recognized.  The 
aoyresaor  may  repent,  and  abandon  his 
felonious  enterprise,  and  place  himself  in  a 
position  where  he  may  rightfully  invoke  the 
law  of  self-defense  in  a  subsequent  occur- 
rence. Besides,  an  unlawful  combination  in 
restraint  of  trade  is  a  wrong  to  the  public, 
as  well  as  to  the  injured  individual.  If  a 
man  confederates  with  a  burglar  to  break 
and  enter  a  house,  but  abandons  the  crimi- 
nal project,  his  agreement  to  join  in  the 
burglary  will  not  justify  an  infliction  of  an 
injury  upon  his  person  by  the  burglar,  and 
deprive  him  of  his  right  of  self-defense, 
merely  because  of  the  prior  agreement  to  do 
ft  criminal  act  and  the  abandonment  of  his 
unlawful  intention. 

Independently  of  the  conspiracy,  the  pe- 
tition states  a  case  of  malicious  interfer- 
ence with  the  plaintiff's  contract  of  employ- 
ment with  its  employees.  At  common  law 
the  remedies  for  breach  of  contract  were 
confined  to  the  contracting  parties,  and 
limited  to  direct  damages  and  consequential 
damages  proximately  resulting  from  the  act 
of  him  who  is  sued.  This  general  rule  admit- 
ted of  one  exception,  and  that  was  the  right 
of  action  against  a  stranger  for  wrongfully 
enticing  away  a  servant  in  violation  of  his 
contract  of  service  with  his  master.  The 
exception  is  said  to  have  been  based  on  the 
ancient  statute  of  laborers.  The  early 
Hnglish  cases  limited  the  action  to  the  en- 
ticement of  mdnial  servants,  but  the  later 
^SLses,  beginning  with  Lumley  v.  Oye,  2  El.  & 
Bl.  216,  have  extended  the  doctrine  beyond 
menial  servants;  and  by  the  modern  in- 
terpretation of  this  doctrine  by  the  English 
courts  the  rule  is  extended  to  a  malicious 
interference  with  any  contract.  A  brief 
Inference  to  a  few  English  cases  will  serve 
to  present  the  evolution  and  extension  of 
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the  old  common-law  doctrine  of  malicious 
interference  with  a  contract.  Lumley  ▼. 
GyCf  2  El.  &  Bl.  216,  was  a  suit  for  the  ma- 
licious procuring  of  an  opera  singer,  who 
had  agreed  with  the  plaintiff  to  perform 
and  sing  at  his  theater,,  and  nowhere  else, 
for  a  certain  time,  to  break  her  contract, 
and  not  perform  or  sing  at  the  plaintiff's 
theater  during  the  time  for  which  she  was 
engaged.  It  was  there  held  that  an  action 
would  lie  for  maliciously  procuring  a  breach 
of  contract  to  give  exclusive  personal 
service,  provided  the  procurement  was  dur- 
ing the  subsistence  of  the  contract  and  pro- 
duced damage;  and  that  to  sustain  such  an 
action  it  was  not  necessary  that  the  em- 
ployer and  employee  should  stand  in  the 
.strict  relation  of  master  and  servant.  The 
opinion  was  by  a  divided  court.  The  ma- 
jority of  the  judges  were  inclined  to  the 
opinion  that  an  action  would  lie  for  the  ma- 
licious procurement  of  the  breach  of  any 
contract,  though  not  for  personal  services, 
if  by  the  procurement  damage  was  intended 
to  result,  and  did  result^  to  the  plaintiff. 
This  case  was  followed  in  Boicen  v.  Hall,  L. 
R.  6  Q.  B.  Div.  333.  In  1893  the  same  ques- 
tion was  before  the  court  of  appeal  of  the 
Queen's  bench  division  {Temperton  v.  Rus- 
sell [1893]  1  Q.  B.  Div.  715),  and  the  cases 
of  Lumley  v.  Oye  and  Botven  v.  Hall  were 
examined  and  approved;  and  these  cases 
were  there  said  to  rest  upon  the  principle 
that  to  maliciously  procure  a  person  to 
break  a  contractual  relation,  which  all  are 
bound  by  law  to  respect,  is  actionable;  and 
that  a  right  of  action  for  maliciously  pro- 
curing a  breach  of  contract  is  not  confined 
to  contracts  of  personal  service.  By  many 
it  was  thought  that  thft  House  of  Lord's 
case  of  Allen  v.  Flood  [1898]  A.  C.  1,  con- 
flicted with  the  doctrine  announced  in 
Temperton  v.  Russell,  or  at  least  materially 
curtailed  its  scope.  But  in  the  later  case  of 
Quinn  v.  Leathern  [1901]  A.  C.  495,  both 
cases — Temperton  v.  Russell  and  Allen  v. 
Flood — were  elaborately  reviewed  and 
analyzed;  and,  after  stating  the  scope  and 
effect  of  the  latter  case,  it  was  ruled  that  "a 
combination  of  two  or  more,  without  justifi- 
cation or  excuse,  to  injure  a  man  in  his 
trade,  by  inducing  his  customers  or  servants 
to  break  their  contracts  with  him,  or  not  to 
deal  with  him  or  continue  in  his  employ- 
ment, is,  if  it  results  in  damage  to  him. 
actionable."  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States  approvingly  cited  the  English 
cases  of  Lumley  v.  Gye  and  Bowen  v.  Hall, 
and  reached  the  conclusion  that,  if  one  ma- 
liciously interferes  with  a  contract  to  the 
injury  of  the  other,  the  party  injured  may 
maintain  an  action  against  the  wrongdoer. 
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Angle  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  d  O.  R.  Co,  151 
U.  S.  1,  38  L.  ed.  66,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  240. 
Though  this  rule  is  not  universal  in  all  the 
courts  of  last  resort  of  our  sister  states,  it 
is  believed  to  have  been  followed  in  most  of 
them.  In  the  carefully  prepared  opinion  in 
Walker  v.  Cronin,  107  Mass,  555,  the  court 
decided  that  a  manufacturer  is  entitled  to 
maintain  an  action  against  a  third  person, 
who,  with  the  unlawful  purpose  of  prevent- 
ing him  from  carrying  on  his  business,  wil- 
fully induced  many  of  his  employees  to 
leave  his  employment,  whereby  the  manu- 
facturer lost  their  services,  and  the  profits 
and  advantages  which  he  would  have 
derived  therefrom.  See  also  Moran  v. 
Dunphy,  177  Mass.  485,  52  L.  R.  A.  115,  83 
Am.  St.  Rep.  289,  59  N.  E.  125.  And  the 
supreme  court  of  North  Carolina  held  in 
two  cases  {Haslcins  v.  Royster,  70  N.  C. 
601,  16  Am.  Rep.  780;  Jones  v.  Stanly,  76 
N.  C.  355)  that,  if  a  person  maliciously 
entices  laborers  or  croppers  to  break  their 
contract  with  their  employer  and  desert  his 
service,  the  employer  may  recover  damages 
against  such  person. 

In  this  state  it  has  been  held  that  when 
one  man  employs  a  laborer  to  work  on  his 
farm,  and  another  man,  knowing  of  such 
contract  of  employment,  entices,  hires,  or 
persuades  the  laborer  to  leave  the  service  of 
the  first  employer  during  the  time  for 
which  he  was  so  employed,  the  law  gives  to 
the  party  injured  a  right  of  action  to  re- 
cover damages.  Salter  v.  Hoxcardy  43  Ga. 
601.  From  the  reasoning  of  McCay,  J.,  in 
Barron  v.  Collins,  49  Ga.  580,  it  would  ap- 
pear that  he  was  inclined  to  the  opinion 
that  an  action  for  the  malicious  breach  of 
contract  was  limited  to  cases  of  servants. 
The  declaration  in  that  case  alleged  that  A, 
having  contracted  with  one  (^liarlos  Barron 
that  he,  the  said  Charles,  should  furnish 
himself  and  his  two  daughters  and  one 
George  Barron  to  work  as  laborers  on  the 
plaintiffs  land  for  the  year  1872,  the  plain- 
tiff to  furnish  the  land  and  mules,  and  the 
said  Charles  to  roctive  one  third  and  plain- 
tiff two  thirds  of  the  crop,  and  that  the  de- 
fendant, knowing  the  said  contract  had  not 
been  abandoned,  but  still  existed,  employed 
the  said  Charles,  his  two  daughters,  and  the 
said  George  to  work  for  him  for  the  year 
1872.  It  was  held  on  demurrer  th^t  no 
good  cause  of  action  was  set  forth.  In  the 
opinion  it  was  said  that  the  gist  of  the 
action  was  enticing  away  plaintiff's  serv- 
ants; and  that  the  contract  between  the 
plaintiff  and  Charles  Barron  did  not  create 
the  relation  of  master  and  servant,  but  that 
Charles  Barron  was  a  contractor,  and  not  a 
servant.  However,  within  the  limits  of  a 
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very  brief  opinion,  it  was  pointed  out  that 
the  declaration  was  defective  in  many  other 
particulars.     It  was  defective    in    not    set- 
ting forth  the  nature  of    the    damages.     It 
was  said,  also,  that  perhaps  the    contract, 
resting  in  parol^  was  not  binding,  as  it  was 
not  to  be  performed  within  a  year.    Nor  did 
it  appear  that  Charles  Barron  was  author- 
ized to  contract  for  the  service  of  the  others. 
Inasmuch  as  the  petition  was  defective   in 
other  vital  particulars,  the  judgment  of  tlie 
court  was  not  confined  to  the  question  of  the 
malicious  procurement  of  the  breach  of  the 
contract.     Attention  is  also  called    to    the 
fact  that  this  case  was    decided    in    1873, 
when  the  principle  under  discussion  was  in 
its  evolutional  stage.     Speaking  for  myself, 
I   believe   the   same  reasons   which  support 
the  principle  that  an  action  will  lie  for  the 
malicious  procurement  of  a  breach  of  con- 
tract of  personal  service  will    cover    every 
case     where    one    person    maliciously    per- 
suades and   induces  another   to  break    any 
legal  contract.     In  the  case  at  bar  the  re- 
lation of  master  and  servant  did  exist  be- 
tween the  plaintiff  and  his  employees,  and, 
even  applying  the  common-law  rule  of  lia- 
bility, the  defendants  would  be  answerable 
in  damages  to  the  plaintiff  for  a  maliciou.^ 
procurement  of  the  breach  of  contract   by 
its  employees.     The  term  "malicious,"  used 
in  this  connection,  is  to  be  given  a  liberal 
meaning.     The  act  is  malicious    when    the 
thing  done  is  with  the  knowledge    of     tlie 
plaintiff's    rights,   and    with    the   intent    to 
interfere  therewith.     It  is  a  wanton  inter- 
ference  with   another's    contractual    rights. 
Ineffective  persuasion  to  induce  another  to 
violate  his  contract  would  not,  of  itself,  be 
actionable,  but,   if   the  persuasion  be    used 
for  the  purpose  of  injuring  the  plaintiff,  or 
benefiting  the  defendant  at  the  expense   of 
the  plaintiff,  with  a  knowledge  of  the  sub- 
sistence of  the  contract,  it  becomes  a  ma- 
licious act,  and,  if  injury  ensues  from  it.  a 
cause  of  action  accrues  to  the  injured  party. 
Bowcn  V.  Hall,  L.  R.  6  Q.  B.  Div.  333.     As 
was  said  by  Crompton,  J.,    in    Lumley    v. 
Oye,  2  El.  &  Bl.  216:    "It  must  now  be  con- 
sidered clear  law  that  a  person  who  wrong- 
fully and  maliciously,  or,  which  is  the  same 
thing,   with  notice,   interrupts  the  relation 
subsisting  between  master  and  servant,   by 
procuring  the   servant  to  depart  from    tlie 
master's      service,     ...     is      responsible 
at  law."     See  Doremus  v.  Hennessy,  176  111. 
608,  43  L.  R.  A.  797,  802,  68  Am.  St.  Rep. 
203,  52  N.  E.  924,  54  N.  E.  524. 

4.  From  the  proof  submitted  it  appeared 
that  means  other  than  persuasion  were  em- 
ployed by  the  defendants  to  induce  the 
plaintiff's  employees    to    quit    work.     They 
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thieatened  the  various  labor  unions  that, 
unless  the  union  labor  of  the  plaintiff  was 
called  out,  they  would  no  longer  exclusively 
employ  union  men,  but  would  run  what  is 
known  as  an  *'open  shop."  This  threat  was 
being  carried  into  execution  when  the  plain- 
tiff applied  for  the  writ  of  injunction.  The 
plan  of  attack  on  the  plaintiff  was  to  force 
the  various  labor  unions  to  call  out  their 
members  from  the  plaintiff's  shop,  under 
the  threat  that  upon  their  refusal  to  do  so 
the  defendants  would  run  their  respective 
businesses  under  what  is  known  as  an  open 
shop;  that  is,  they  would  employ  their  labor 
without  reference  to  their  connection  with 
the  various  unions.  The  several  defendants 
had  the  undoubted  right  to  employ  any 
character  of  labor  they  might  prefer.  If 
they  desired  to  supplant  the  union  labor 
and  substitute  therefor  nonunion  labor, 
such  action  would  be  strictly  within  their 
legal  right.  But  the  record  shows  that 
practically  all  the  skilled'  labor  in  this 
branch  of  business  in  the  city  of  Atlanta  be- 
longed to  the  various  labor  pnions,  which 
had  an  agreement  with  the  defendants  that 
the  defendants  would  hire  only  union  em- 
ployees, and  that  the  unions  would  not  per- 
mit their  members  to  work  for  any  em- 
ployer who  was  not  a  party  to  the  agree- 
ment. This  agreement  was  incidental  to 
the  main  purpose  of  the  organization.  It 
was  a  part  of  the  plan  to  force  all  employ- 
ing printers  to  become  members  of  the  Em- 
ploying Printers'  Club.  The  defendants 
were  insisting  on  the  observance  of  this 
agreement  by  the  labor  unions,  and,  upon 
their  refusal  to  live  up  to  the  agreement, 
they  were  threatened  with 'the  hHe  noire  of 
unionism, — ^the  open  shop.  An  injunction 
may  be  granted  against  the  enforcement  of 
an  illegal  agreement  of  dealers  to  injure  the 
business  of  another  person.  Jackson  v.  Stan- 
field,  137  Ind.  592,  23  L.  R.  A.  588,  36  N.  E. 
345,  37  N.  E.  14. 

A  court  of  equity  will  interpose  by  in- 
junction to  prevent  the  several  members  of 
an  illegal  combination  from  enforcing  an 
agreement  to  the  hurt  and  injury  of  one  en- 
gaged in  a  competitive  business.  Brown  v. 
Jacobs'  Pharmacy  Co.  116  Ga.  429,  57  L.  R, 
A.  547,  90  Am.  St.  Rep.  126,  41  S.  E.  553. 

Under  the  facts  in  the  record,  the  court 
properly  enjoined  the  defendants  from 
interfering  with  the  plaintiff's  business  as 
a  printer  engaged  in  competitive  trade,  and 
from  unlawfully  influencing  the  labor 
organization  from  obstructing  its  business. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 
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*1.  In  an  action  aflralnst  the  maker  and 
Indorser  of  a  pronilssory  note,  Joined 
In  the  same  suit,  the  Indorser  may  set  off  an 
individual  claim  against  the  plaintiff  growing 
out  of  the  transaction  which  gave  rise  to  the 
execution  of  the  note. 

2.  After  a  valid  plea  of  set-off  has  been 
lllcd,  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  dismiss 
his  action  so  as  to  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  the  defendant,  except  upon  sufficient  cause 
shown. 

(March  25,   1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  City  Court  of  Atlanta  to 
review  orders  striking  out  defendant's 
plea  of  set-off,  and  dismissing,  without  her 
consent,  an  action  brought  to  enforce  pay- 
ment of  certain  promissory  notes.  Re- 
versed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Frank  A.  Arnold  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Messrs.  Rosser  A  Brandon  for  defend- 
ant in  error. 

Candler,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  Exchange  Bank  brought  suit  against 
Frank  Williams,  as  maker,  and  May  C. 
Wilson,  as  indorser,  on  a  number  of 
promissory  notes.  The  petition  alleged  that 
the  notes  were  made  by  Williams  to  the  J. 
C.  Wilson  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  under 
which  name  May  C.  Wilson  was  at  the 
time  doing  business,  and  were  indorsed  by 
May  C.  W^ilson.  The  defendants  filed  a  plea 
in  which  they  denied  that  at  the  time  the 
notes  were  executed  May  C.  Wilson  was 
doing  business  under  the  name  of  the  J.  C. 
Wilson  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  and 
averred  that  that  company  was  a  corpo- 
ration under  the  laws  of  Georgia.  They 
also  denied  indebtedness  on  the  notes,  and 
averred  that  "plaintiff  has  received  from  de- 
fendant, May  C.  Wilson,  $874  on  account  of 
the  transaction  sued  upon,  and  said  plain- 
tiff is  indebted  to  defendant.  May  C.  Wil- 
son, the  difference,  $474,  which  she  pleads  in 
recoupment,  and  asks  judgment  against 
plaintiff  for  said  sum."  Subsequently  Mrs. 
Wilson  offered  an  amendment  to  her  plea, 

•lleadnotes  by  Candler,  J. 


Note. — As  to  the  right  of  a  surety  Jointly 
bound  with  his  principal  to  offset  against  such 
joint  indebtedness  his  Individual  claim  against 
the  creditor,  see,  in  this  series,  Clarlc  v.  Sulli- 
van, 13  L.  R.  A.  233,  and  note. 
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which  the  court,  on  objections  of  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff,  disallowed.  The  court  also, 
on  oral  motion,  struck  the  plea  of  set-off, 
and  later  passed  another  .order,  ''without 
the  knowledge  or  consent  of  defendant,  May 
C.  Wilson,"  permitting  the  plaintiff  to  dis- 
miss the  case  at  its  cost.  Mrs.  Wilson  ex- 
cepts to  the  refusal  of  her  amendment,  the 
order  striking  her  plea,  and  the  order  allow- 
ing the  plaintiff  to  dismiss. 

1.  As  no  reference  is  made  in  the  brief 
of  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  in  error  to  the 
refusal  of  the  amendment  offered  by  Mrs. 
Wilson,  the  assignment  of  error  on  this  rul- 
ing will  be  treated  as  having  been  aban- 
doned, and  we  will  pass  to  the  controlling 
question  in  the  case,  viz.,  whether,  in  a  suit 
on  a  promissory  note,  where  both  maker  and 
indorser  are  joined  in  the  suit,  the  indorser 
may  set  off  an  individual  demand  against 
the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action.  This  ques- 
tion is  not  without  considerable  difficulty. 
In  the  case  of  Threlkeld  v.  Dohhins,  45  Ga. 
144,  it  was  held  broadly  that  "a  debt  due  by 
the  plaintiff  to  one  of  several  defendants  in 
a  suit  cannot  be  pleaded  by  the  defendants 
as  a  set-off,  unless  there  be  some  special 
cause  bhown."  That  case,  however,  was  de- 
cided by  only  two  judges,  and  hence  is  not 
binding  upon  us  as  authority;  biit,  aside 
from  that  consideration,  an  examination  of 
the  facts  upon  which  it  was  based  will  show 
that  the  headnote,  from  which  the  foregoing 
quotation  was  taken,  is  much  broader  than 
the  actual  question  decided.  It  appeared 
that  Threlkeld  and  another  had  executed  to 
Dobbins  their  joint  promissory  note;  that 
Dobbins  owed  Threlkeld  a  sum  of  money  for 
cotton  which  he  had  sold  for  him,  and  for 
which  he  had  not  accounted;  and  that  Dob- 
bins had  agreed  that  this  sum  should  be  en- 
tered as  a  credit  on  the  joint  note.  It  was 
held  that  this  agreement  was  **such  special 
claim"  as  could  be  set  off  against  the  plain- 
tiff's demand  on  the  note.  The  cases  cited 
by  counsel  for  the  defendant  in  error  as 
being  in  harmony  with  the  decision  in 
Threlkeld  v.  Dobbins  are  also  cases  where  a 
joint  demand  was  the  subject  of  the  suit, 
and  one  of  the  defendants  sought  to  set  off 
an  individual  claim.  With  one  exception, 
they  were  suits  against  partnerships,  the 
exception  being  a  suit  against  joint  makers 
of  a  promissory  note.  It  seems  to  be  well 
settled  in  Georgia,  as  in  most  of  the  states, 
that  in  a  suit  against  two  or  more  persons 
on  a  joint  obligation  set-off  is  not  available 
to  less  than  the  entire  number  of  defend- 
ants. The  reason  of  this  rule  is  plain.  A 
joint  obligation  is  indivisible.  Each  one  of 
the  obligors  is  bound  to  the  same  extent 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  all  the  others. 
A  separate  judgment  against  less  than  the 
entire  number  would  be  impossible;  and  in 
6»  L,  R,  A. 


this  Tery  fact  of  indivisibility  lies  the  se- 
curity to  the  obligee  of  accepting  a  joint 
obligation.  That,  however,  is  not  this  ca^e. 
The  maker  and  the  indorser  of  a  negotiable 
promissory  note  are  severally,  not  jointly, 
bound  by  the  instrument.  Their  contracts 
are  essentially  different.  That  of  the  maker 
is  to  pay  the  note  when  due,  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  writing.  That  of  the  in- 
dorser is  that  he  will  pay  only  on  certain 
well-defined  conditions  precedent.  Owing 
to  the  several  nature  of  the  contract,  a  suit 
against  the  maker  and  indorser  in  one 
action  was  not  known  to  the  law  merchant; 
and  it  was  necessary  to  obtain  a  judgment 
against  the  maker  before  the  liability  of 
the  indorser  was  established.  The  suit 
against  maker  and  indorser  in  one  action  is 
entirely  of  statutory  origin. (14  Enc.  PI.  & 
Pr.  p.  452,  and  authorities  cited  in  note), 
and  the  Georgia  statute  on  the  subject  was 
not  enacted  until  1826.  Beck  with  v.  Carle- 
ton,  14  Ga.  603.  And  see  generally  on  this 
subject,  »Viti8on  v.  Piatt,  21  Ga.  135;  La- 
mar V.  Cottle,  27  G a.  265;  Dams  v.  Bank  of 
Fulton,  31  Ga.  60;  Ware  v.  City  Bank,  50 
(J a.  844.  The  defense  of  set-off  was  aUo 
unknown  to  the  common  law%  beciu.se  "the 
primitive  notion  of  an  action  did  not 
admit  the  possibility  of  a  defendant  being 
an  actor  and  interposing  a  claim  againt>t 
the  plaintiff  to  be  tried  in  the  one  suit." 
Pomeroy,  Code  Remedies,  3d  ed.  9  729; 
Waterman,  Set-off,  2d  ed.  §  10.  By  the 
statute  of  2  Geo.  II.,  chap.  27,  9  13,  it  was 
enacted  that,  "where  there  are  mutual  debts 
between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant,  .  .  . 
one  debt  may  be  set  off  against  the  other," 
etc.  The  different  states  of  this  country 
have  all  passed  statutes  the  practical  ef- 
fect of  which  is  the  same  as  that  of  the  Eng- 
lish statute,  though  varying  somewhat  in 
phraseology.  In  Georgia  it  is  provided  that 
"between  the  parties  themselvea  any  mutual 
demands  existing  at  the  time  of  the  com- 
mencement of  the  suit  may  be  set  off;"  an  i 
that  "set-off  must  be  between  the  same 
parties,  and  in  their  own  right."  Civil 
Code  1895,  §§  3740,  3747.  The  e.vact  mean- 
ing to  be  given  to  the  expressions  "mutual 
demands"  and  "same  parties,"  as  used  in 
the  statute,  is  the  important  question  now 
to  be  decided.  It  seems  to  us  nothing  more 
than  reasonable  to  hold  that  in  a  case  like 
the  present,  where  two  or  more  defendants 
are  joined  in  an  action  to  which  they  are 
severally  liable,  and  in  which  a  separate 
judgment  may  be  taken  against  them,  a 
cross-demand  in  favor  of  any  one  of  the  de- 
fendants against  the  plaintiff  would  come 
within  a  fair  construction  of  the  require- 
ment of  mutuality;  nor  can  we  see  the 
necessity,  in  such  a  case,  of  construing  the 
words  "same  parties"^r-to  mean  "all  the 
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parties."  We  are  aware  that  this  view  is 
in  conflict  with  the  English  rule  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  with  the  decisions  of  many  of  the 
courts  of  last  resort  of  this  country ;  but  it 
19  also  in  harmony  with  many  American 
authorities  of  eminent  respectability. 

In  Pomeroy's  Code  Remedies,  3d  ed.  9 
755,  the  author  says:  "The  provision  found 
in  nearjy  all  the  Codes  that  the  counter- 
claim must  exist  *in  favor  of  a  defendant 
and  against  a  plaintiff  between  whom  a 
several  judgment  might  be  had  in  the 
action/  implies  that  whenever  the  single  de- 
fendant, or  all  the  defendants  jointly,  may 
recover  against  one  or  some  of  the  plaintiffs, 
and  not  against  all,  or  whenever  one,  or 
siome,  of  the  defendants,  and  not  all,  may 
recover  against  the  single  plaintiff,  or  all 
the  plaintiffs  jointly,  or  whenever  both  of 
these  possibilities  are  combined,  a  counter- 
claim may  be  interpose<l  against  the  one  or 
^me  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  not  against  all, 
and  by  the  one  or  some  of  the  defendants, 
and  not  by  all.  Such  a  severance  in  the  re- 
covery is  possible  when  the  right  sought  to 
be  maintained  on  the  one  side  and  the  lia- 
bility to  be  enforced  on  the  other  are  not 
oriirinally  joint."  After  a  full  discussion  of 
numerous  cases  bearing  on  the  subject,  the 
author,  in  9  761,  lays  down  the  following 
rules:  "First,  when  the  defendants  in  an 
action  are  joint  contractors,  and  are  sued 
as  such,  no  counterclaim  can  be  made  avail- 
able which  consists  of  a  demand  in  favor  of 
one,  or  some,  of  them.  Secondly,  when  the 
defendants  in  an  action  are  jointly  and 
severally  liable,  although  sued  jointly,  a 
ocjunterclaim,  consisting  of  a  demand  in 
favor  of  one,  or  some,  of  them,  may,  if 
otherwise  without  objection,  be  interposed. 
Thirdly,  since  it  is  possible,  pursuant  to  ex- 
press provisions  of  all  the  Codes,  for  per- 
sons severally  liable  to  be  sued  jointly 
under  certain  circumstances  in  a  legal 
action, — that  is,  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover a  common  money  judgment,  —  a 
counterclaim  in  favor  of  one  or  more  of 
•«uch  defendants  may  be  pleaded  and 
proved."  In  Roberta  v.  Donovan,  70  Cal. 
108,  9  Pac.  180,  11  Pac.  599,  it  was  held 
that  one  of  two  joint  obligors  could  not 
set  off  an  individual  claim  against  the 
plaintiff's  demand  on  the  action ;  but  in  the 
opinion  (p.  114  of  70  Cal.,  p.  182  of  9  Pac.) 
the  following  language  was  used:  "The 
action  is  brought  upon  the  joint  bond  of  all 
the  defendants.  W^ere  it  a  joint  and  several 
bond,  no  diflBculty  could  arise;  for  .where 
the  cause  of  action  is  several,  as  well  as 
joint,  a  several  judgment  may  be  entered 
without  reference  to  the  mere  form  of 
action."  In  some  of  the  states  it  is  held 
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flatly  that  the  defense  of  set-off  is  not  a^Tiil- 
able  to  less  than  the  entire  number  of  de- 
fendants. See  Lemon  v.  Stevenson,  36  111. 
49;  Byan  v.  Barger,  16  111.  28;  Woods  v. 
Harr'iSy  5  Blackf.  585;  Gordon  v.  Swift,  46 
Ind.  208;  Warren  v.  WelU,  1  Met.  80; 
Brooks  V.  Stacl'pole,  168  Mass.  537,  47  N. 
K.  419;  Jones  v.  GiJreath,  28  N.  C.  (6  Ir^d. 
L.)  338;  Corhett  v.  Hughes,  75  Iowa,  282, 
.39  N.  W.  500;  Banks  v.  Pike,  15  Mo.  268. 
In  Trammell  v.  Ilarrell,  4  Ark.  602,  the 
supreme  court  of  Arkansas,  by  a  divided 
bench,  held:  ''A  defendant,  or  defendants, 
cannot  set  off  a  claim  due  to  him  or  them 
by  only  one  or  a  part  of  several  plaintiffs; 
nor  can  one  defendant  of  several  set  off  a 
claim  due  to  him  alone  from  the  plaintiff  or 
plaintiffs;  and  whether  the  claim  sued  on, 
or  that  attempted  to  be  set  off,  or  both,  arc 
joint,  or  joint  and  several,  makes  no  differ- 
ence." Chief  Justice  Ringo,  in  a  strong  opin- 
ion, dissented  from  the  judgment  rendered; 
and  so  pertinent  are  the  views  expressed  by 
him  in  the  dissenting  opinion  to  the  point 
now  under  discussion  that  we  quote  therefrom 
as  follows:  "It  is  well  understood  that  no  set- 
off was  allowed  by  the  common  law;  and 
that  the  whole  right  of  set-off  in  actions  at 
law  had  its  origin  in  certain  statutes  of 
England,  the  first  of  which  gave  it  only  in 
respect  to  a  single  class  of  demands;  but 
it  has  been  considerably  enlarged  and  ex- 
tended by  subsequent  acts  of  Parliament  so 
as  to  embrace  generally  all  liquidated  dam- 
ages or  demands  upon  which  an  action  of 
debt  or  indebitatus  assumpsit  would  lie,  but 
only  where  the  demand  to  be  set  off  is  due 
in  the  same  right  from  all  of  the  plaintiffs 
to  all  of  the  defendants.  And  this  I  under- 
stand to  be  one  of  the  most  prominent  and 
distinct  features  in  all  of  the  acts  of  Parlia- 
ment upon  the  subject,  and  it  is  one  which 
appears  to  have  been  introduced  into  the 
statutes  of  set-off  of  a  majority  of  the  states 
of  the  United  States;  and  in  such  states 
there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a  demand  not 
due  from  all  of  the  plaintiffs  to  all  of  the 
defendants  cannot  be  admitted  as  set-off, 
because  it  is  not  within  the  provisions  of 
law  allowing  such  defense  to-  be  made. 
.  .  .  The  f^rst  section  of  our  statute  of 
set-off  (Ark.  Rev.  Stat.  chap.  139.  p.  726), 
declares  that,  'if  two  or  more  persons  are 
mutually  indebted  to  each  other,  by  judg- 
ments, bonds,  bills,  notes,  bargains, 
promises,  or  the  like,  and  one  of  them  com- 
mence an  action  against  the  other,  one  dv^bt 
may  be  set  off  against  the  other,  althougii 
such  debts  may  be  of  a  different  nature. 
.  ,  .  The  language  here  quoted,  it  will 
be  perceived,  does  not  in  any  way  make  the 
right  of  set-off  to  depend  upon  the  number 
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of  the  defendantBi  •  •  •  but  makes  it 
depend  solely  upon  the  exigtence  of  a 
mutual  indebtedness  between  one  or  more  of 
the  persons  suing  and  one  or  more  of  the 
persons  sued.  To  illustrate  my  view  of  the 
statute,  suppose  A,  B,  and  G  indebted  to  E 
in  $1,000,  and  E  at  the  same  time  indebte<l 
to  A  in  the  like  sum  of  $1,000.  A  sues  E 
for  the  debt.  Can  E  set  off  the  debt  due  to 
him  from  A,  B,  and  C?  Certainly.  Why? 
Because  there  exists  between  him  and  the 
plaintiff  a  mutual  indebtedness.  Each  owes 
the  other  a  debt^  and,  the  law  having  made 
the  debt  of  A,  B,  and  C  several  as  well  as 
joint,  E  has  an  election  to  treat  it  as  the 
individual  debt  of  A,  and,  so  regarding  it, 
there  is  certainly,  in  the  most  strict  under- 
standing of  the  term,  a  mutuality  of  indebt- 
edness between  the  parties  A  and  E.  But 
suppose  .the  suit  brought  by  E  against  A, 
B,  and  C,  would  not  the  same  mutuality  of 
indebtednei^s  exist  between  A  and  E?  1 
answ^er  that  it  would^  and  that,  according  to 
the  letter  as  well  as  the  spirit  of  the  stat- 
ute, A  would  have  a  legal  right  to  set  off 
the  debt  due  to  him  from  E."  Attention  is 
directed  to  the  similarity  of  the  Arkansas 
statute  under  discussion  by  the  learned 
chief  justice  and  our  own,  and  to  the  fact 
that  in  both  the  requirement  of  the  law  is 
that  the  demands  shall  be  mutual.  And  in 
the  subsequent  case  of  Leach  v.  Lambeth, 
14  Ark.  668,  the  principle  laid  down  by  the 
majority  in  Trammell  v.  Harrcll  was  over- 
ruled, and  by  a  unanimous  decision  the 
views  expressed  by  the  chief  justice  in  his 
dissenting  opinion  in  that  case  were  adopt- 
ed as  the  law  applicable  to  the  subject 
under  discussion.  See  also  Burke  v.  Still- 
iccllf  23  Ark.  294.  And  for  deciKions  of 
other  s^tates  to  a  like  effect,  see  Pitcher  v. 
Patrick,  Minor  (Ala.)  321,  12  Am.  Dec.  54; 
Carao^  v.  Barnes,  1  Ala.  93;  Sledije  v. 
&wift,  ^3  Ala.  110;  Huddlcston  v.  Askcy,  56 
Ala.  '418;  Riley  v.  Utalltcorth,  56  Ala.  481; 
Locke  V.  Locke,  57  Ala.  475;  Childrrston  v. 
Hamnton,  9  Serg.  &  R.  68;  Robinson  v. 
Beall,  3  Yeates,  267;  Miller  v.  Kreiter,  76 
Pa.  78;  Dunn  v.  West,  5  B.  Mon.  377.  In 
Locke  V.  Locke,  57  Ala.  475,  the  following 
language  is  used:  "If,  as  the  verdict  tends 
to  show,  the  set-off  was  due  to  only  one  of 
the  defendants,  this  would  constitute  a  good 
defense  to  plaintiff's  action,  but  would  not 
authorize  a  recovery  for  the  excess,  for  the 
reason  that  such  recovery  would  require  a 
change,  to  that  extent,  of  the  parties  to  the 
judgment.  In  fact,  it  would,  in  effect,  re- 
quire two  judgements;  one  in  favor  of  one 
defendant  for  the  certified  balance,  and  the 
other  in  favor  of  all  the  defendants  for  the 
costs  of  the  suit.  This  cannot  be  done  in 
legal  proceedings."  Under  the  liberal  pio- 
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visions  of  our  law  as  to  judgments  m  legal 
proceedings,  the  objection  urged  by  the  Ala- 
bama court  to  a  judgment  for  one  of  i\w 
defendants  for  the  excess  of  his  set-otf 
would  not  apply.  Once  the  facts  are 
definitely  ascertained,  a  judgment  to  fit 
those  facts  can  easily  be  framed.  And  to 
the  possible  objection  that  the  allowance  of 
individual  set-offs  of  one  or  more^  defend- 
ants would  give  rise  to  difficulty'  in  the 
framing  of  a  judgment  to  fit  the  facts  it 
may  be  replied  that  the  difficulty  is  one 
more  of  arithmetic  than  of  law.  Say  that 
A  is  plaintiff  in  an  action  on  a  promissory 
note  for  $100  executed  by  B  and  indorsed 
respectively  by  C,  D,  and  E.  A  owes  C 
$100,  D  $200.  and  E  $300.  Each  of  the 
defendants  answers  separately  or  jointly,  as» 
the  case  may  be,  sotting  off  his  individual 
demand  against  the  plaintiff,  and  tho 
verdict  of  the  jury  is  in  favor  of  their  con- 
tentions. The  cross-demand  of  only  one  of 
the  defendants  could  be  applied  to  the  ex- 
tinguishment of  the  note  sued  on,  for  the 
application  of  a  set-off  is  in  the  nature  of 
a  payment,  and,  of  course,  the  original 
claim  could  only  be  legally  paid  once.  But 
the  other  defendants,  having  been  haled  into 
court,  and  having,  under  the  law,  set  up 
their  counterclaim,  would  have  the  right  to 
Htay  in  court  until  their  rights  were  ad- 
judicated. And  so  judgment  might  be 
entered  generally  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
C,  thus  releasing  the  maker  of  the  note,  B 
and  the  other  indorsers,  D  and  E,  and  in 
favor  of  D  and  E,  against  the  plaintiff  re- 
spectively for  $200  and  $300. 

In  Thiclkcld  v.  Dobbins,  45  Ga.  144,  re- 
lied on  as  authority  by  counsel  for  the  de- 
fendant in  error.  Judge  McCay  said: 
"Independently  of  the  settled  rule,  under 
the  English  statutes  of  set-off,  our  Code 
provides  that  set-off  must  be  between  the 
same  parties,  and  in  their  own  right.  Code, 
§  2850.  This  section  of  the  Code,  however, 
recognizes  some  special  exceptions.  Two 
are  mentioned,  to  wit,  the  case  of  a  surviv- 
ing partner,  and  a  debt  due  to  the  principal 
in  a  suit  against  the  principal  and  se- 
curity." Tracing  back  the  latter  of  the  two 
called  exceptions  to  its  origin,  we  have 
reached  the  conclusion  that,  instead  of 
being  an  exception  to  the  rule,  it  is  within 
the  rule  recognized  in  Georgia  from  the  be- 
ginning in  regard  to  the  law  of  set-off.  The 
original  act  allowing  set-off  under  the  law 
of  Georgia  was  passed  in  1799,  being  part 
of  the  judiciary  act.  Prince's  Dig.  425.  It 
contained  no  reference  whatever  to  suits 
against  principal  and  security.  The  pro- 
vision of  the  Code  referred  to  by  Judge  Mc- 
Cay, which  is  now  a  part  of  Civil  Code  ISD.'i, 
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i  3747,  made  its  appearance  for  the  first 
time  in  Code  1863,  9  2842,  and  was  evident- 
ly codified  from  the  decision  of  this  court  in 
the  early  case  of  Harrison  v.  Henderson,  4 
Ga.  198.  It  was  there  held  that  in  an 
action  against  principal  and  surety  the 
principal  might  set  off  his  individual  de- 
mand  against  the  plaintiff.  In  the  opinion 
(p.  199)  Judge  Warner,  after  discussing  the 
act  of  1799,  authorizing  the  plea  of  set-off, 
and  quoting  therefrom,  said:  "The  ob- 
jection urged  against  the  set-off  is  that  the 
demand  of  the  plaintiff  is  a  joint  demand, 
and  the  debt  offered  to  be  set  off  is  the 
separate  demand  of  Harrison  against  the 
plaintiff.  It  is  true,  as  a  general  rule, 
that  a  separate  demand  cannot  be  set  off 
against  a  joint  demand;  but  the  plaintiff's 
demand  here  is  several  as  well  as  joint. 
We  must  look  to  the  original  character  of 
the  contract;  for  the  plaintiff,  by  pursuing 
his  remedy  against  them  as  joint  con- 
tractors, does  not  alter  the  original  char- 
acter of  the  contract  itself.  When  we  look' 
at  the  contract,  we  see  it  is  the  separate 
cfmtract  of  Harrison  with  the  plaintiff,  se- 
cured by  the  joint  security  of  Sims."  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  under  the  statute  of 
>^t-off  as  originally  enacted,  which  has  not 
been  amended  in  this  respect,  it  wa:s 
recc^jnized  that  in  a  suit  on  a  several  obli- 
:5a t ion  the  defense  was  available  to  any  one 
or  more  of  the  defendants;  and  the  sub- 
••Hijuent  codification  of  this  decision  certain- 
ly did  not  operate  to  alter  its  effect.  It 
will  thus  be  seen  that  it  is  quite  erroneous 
to  argue  that,  because  the  codifiers  have 
named  two  specific  instances  in  which  one 
oT  more  of  several  codefendants  may  plead 
«et-off,  the  plea  cannot  be  interposed  in  any 
other  case  where  more  than  one  defendant 
is  sued  in  the  same  action. 

We  have  discussed  this  question  at  such 
*rTfSLt  length,  not  only  because  of  the  appar- 
ent doubt  cast  upon  it  by  the  decision  in 
the  case  of  Threlkeld  v.  Dobbins,  but  also  on 
sccount  of  its  far-reaching  importance  to 
the  commercial  w*orld.  Applying  what  has 
been  said  to  the  facts  of  this  case,  our  con- 
el  ua  ion  is  that,  the  contract  of  Williams 
and  that  of  Mrs.  Wilson  being  several,  it 
was  competent  for  the  latter  to  set  off  her 
individual  claim  against  that  of  the  plain- 
tiff. 

2,  The  defendant,  May  C.  Wilson,  havinjr 
filed  a  valid  plea  of  setoff,  the  plaintitf 
could  not,  without  making  some  sort  of 
i^bowing,  dismiss  its  action  so  as  to 
prejudice  her  right  to  a  hearing  on  the 
Maim  set  up  in  her  plea.  Civil  Code  1895, 
55  .3754,  4970;  Simon  v.  Myers,  68  Ga.  76. 

Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Paolo  PAVESICH,  PZ/f.  in  Err., 

V. 

NEW     ENGLAND     LIFE     INSURANCE 
COMPANY  et  al 


(. 


Ga. 


.) 


*1.  The  absence,  for  a  lonip  period  of 
time,  «f  a  precedent  for  an  asserted 
right  is  not  conclusive  evidence  that  the  right 
does  not  exist.  Where  the  case  Is  new  In 
principle,  the  courts  cannot  give  a  remedy, 
but,  where  the  case  is  new  only  in  instance, 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  courts  to  give  relief  by 
the  application  of  recognized  principles. 

2.  A  rlRht  of  privacy  is  derived  fi:om 
natural  laiv,  recognized  by  municipal  law, 
and  its  existence  can  be  Inferred  from  ex- 
pressions used  by  commentators  and  writers 
on  the  law  as  well  as  Judges  in  decided  cases. 

8.  The  riarbt  of  privacy  Is  embraced 
within  the  absolute  rights  of  personal  secu- 
rity and  personal  liberty. 

4.  Personal  security  includes  tbe  rlg:bt 
to  exist,  and  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of 
life  while  existing,  and  is  invaded,  not  only 
by  a  deprivation  of  life,  but  also  by  a  depriva- 
tion of  those  things  which  are  necessary  to 
the  enjoyment  of  life  according  to  the  nature, 
temperament,  and  lawful  desires  of  the  in- 
dividual. 

ff.  Personal  liberty  includes,  not  only 
freedom  from  pbyslcal  restraint,  but 
also  tbe  rlsbt  **to  be  let  alone;"  to  de- 
termine one's  mode  of  life, — whether  It  shall 
be  a  life  of  publicity  or  of  privacy ;  and  to 
order  one's  iife  and  manage  one's  affairs  in 
a  manner  that  may  be  most  agreeable  to  him 
so  long  as  he  does  not  violate  the  rights  of 
others  or  of  the  public. 

G«  Liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press, 
when  exercised  within  the  bounds  of  the  con- 
stitutional guaranties,  are  limitations  upon 
the  exercise  of  the  right  of  privacy. 

T.  The  Constitution  declares  that  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press 
must  not  be  abused,  and  the  law  will 
not  permit  the  right  of  privacy  to  be  as- 
serted in  such  a  way  as  to  curtail  or  restrain 
such  liberties.  The  one  may  be  used  to  keep 
the  other  within  lawful  bounds,  but  neither 
can  be  lawfully  used  to  destroy  the  other. 

8.  The  rlffht  of  privacy  may  be  ivalved, 
either  expressly  or  by  implication,  except  as 
to  those  matters  which  law  or  public  policy 
demands  shall  be  kept  private,  but  a  waiver 
authorizes  an  invasion  of  the  right  only  to 
such  an  extent  as  is  to  be  necessarily  inferred 
from  the  purpose  for  which  the  waiver  Is 
made.  A  waiver  for  one  purpose,  and  in 
favor  of  one  person  or  class,  does  not  author- 
ize an  invasion  for  all  purposes,  or  by  all 
persons  and  classes. 

O.  One  'fvho  seeks  public  office,  or  any 
person  i^ho  claims  from  the  public 
approval  or  patronaflre,  waives  his 
right  of  privacy  to  such  an  extent  that  he 
cannot  restrain  or  Impede  the  public  in  any 

•Headnotes  by  Cobb,  J. 


Note. — As  to  the  right  of  privacy,  see  al8(>, 
in  this  series,  Roberson  v.  Rochester  Foldlnu 
Box  Co.  59  L.  R.  A.  478,  and  footnote  thereto. 
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proper  Invetntl^ntlon  Into  the  conduct  of  his 
private  life  which  may  throw  light  upon  the 
question  as  to  whether  the  public  should  be- 
stow upon  him  the  office  which  he  seeks,  or 
accord  to  him  the  approval  or  patronage 
which  he  asks.  The  holder  of  public  office 
makes  a  waiver  of  a  similar  nature,  and  sub- 
jects his  life  at  ali  times  to  closest  scrutiny, 
in  order  that  it  may  be  determined  whether 
the  rightu  of  the  public  are  safe  in  his  hands. 

10.  The  conclmiloii  and  reasonliiK  of 
tlie  niujorlty  In  tlie  case  of  Roberson 
V.  RoclieMtcr  Folding  Box  Company, 
64  N.  B.  442,  59  L.  R.  A.  478,  89  Am.  St.  Rep. 
828.  171  N.  Y.  540,  criticized  and  disap- 
proved ;  and  the  reasoning  of  Judge  Gray,  In 
his  dissenting  opinion,  adopted  and  followed. 

11.  Tbe  publication  of  a  pictare  of  a 
pemun,  without  his  consent,  as  a  part  of 
an  advertisement,  for  the  purpose  of  exploit- 
ing the  publisher's  business,  is  a  violation  of 
the  right  of  privacy  of  the  person  whose 
picture  is  reproduced,  and  entitles  him  to 
recover,  without  proof  of  special  damage. 

12.  The  publication  of  one*s  picture, 
-^vlthout  bin  coniient,  for  such  a  purpose, 
is  in  no  sense  an  exercise  of  the  liberty  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,  within  the  meaning  of 
those  terms  as  used  in  the  Constitution. 

13.  li%'ordB  irbich  are  barmleaa  In  them- 
selves may  be  libelous  in  the  light  of  extrinsic 
facts. 

14.  A  publication  i^vhlch  Iniputen  to  one 
lanvuaare  which  is  known  to  those  among 
whom  he  lives  to  contain  statements  which 
are  false  is  libelous. 

15.  A  publication  of  an  advertlaement 
of  an  Innurance  company,  containing 
a  person's  picture,  and  a  statement  that  the 
per.son  has  policies  of  insurance  with  the 
company,  and  is  pleased  with  his  investment, 
when  in  fact  he  has  no  such  policies,  Is  libel- 
ous, as  having  a  tendency  to  create  the  Im- 
pression among  those  who  know  the  facts 
that  the  person  whose  picture  is  reproduced 
has  told  a  wilful  falsehood,  either  gratui- 
tously, or  for  a  consideration. 

10.  The  petition  wan  firood  as  against  a 
general  demurrer,  and  the  objections  raised 
in  the  special  demurrer  were  without  merit. 

(March  3.  1905.) 


ERROR  to  the  Citj-  Court ^of  Atlanta  to 
review  a 


which  would  be  easily    recognized    by    his 
friends  and    ac(iuaintances,    placed    by    tbe 
side  'of  the  likeness    of   an    ill-dressed    and 
sickly  looking   person.     Above  the   likeness 
of  the  plaintiff  were    the    words:      "Do     it 
now.     The  man  who  did."     Above  the  likc^- 
neHs  of  the  other  person  were    the    words: 
"Do  it  while  you  can.   The  man  who  didn't.'' 
Below  the  two  pictures    were    the    words: 
"These  two  pictures  tell  their  owti  story.*' 
Under  the  plaintiff's  picture  the  following 
appeared:     "In  my  healthy  and  productive 
period  of  life  I  bought  insurance  in  the  New 
England    Mutual    Life     Insurance    Co.,     of 
Boston,  Mass.,  and  to-day  my  family  is  pro- 
tected and  I  am  drawing  an  annual  dividend 
on  my  paid-up  policies."     Under  the  other 
person's  picture  was  a  statement  to  the  ef- 
fect that  he  had  not  taken  insurance  and 
now  realized  his  mistake.     The  statements 
were  signed,  'Thomas  B.  Lumpkin,  General 
Agent."     The  picture  of  the    plaintiff    was 
taken  from  a  negative  obtained  by  the  de- 
fendant   Lumpkin,    or    some    one    by     him 
authorized,     from     the     defendant     Adams, 
which  was  used  with  his  consent,  and  with 
knowledge  of  the  purpose  for  which  it  was 
to  be  used.    The  picture  was  made  from  the 
negative  without  the  plaintiff's  consent,  at 
the   instance    of    the    defendant    insurance 
company,     through      its     agent,    Lumpkin. 
Plaintiff  is  an  artist  by  profession,  and  the 
publication  is   peculiarly  offensive   to   him. 
The  statement  attributed  to  plaintiff  in  the 
publication    is    false    and    malicious.       He 
never   made  any   such   statement,   and    has 
not,  and  never  has  had,  a  policy  of  life  in- 
surance with  the  defendant  company.     The 
publication  is  malicious,  and  tends  to  brini; 
plaintiff  into  ridicule  before  the  world,  and 
especially  with   his  friends    and    acquaint- 
ances, who  know  that  he  has  no  policy   in 
the  defendant  company.    The  publication  i3 
a  "trespass  upon  plaintiff's  right  of  privacy, 
find  was  caused  by  breach  of  confidence  and 


.,  L  •  t  t  A  t  ^\   ^  trust  reposed"  in  the  defendant  Adams.    Ihe 

judgment  in  favor  of  defend-  *        .       .  ...  *«.-»- 

.     .  /•       1  1  i.  A  J  i»raver  was  for  damages  m  the  sum  of  $2o,- 

ants  m  an  action  brought  to  recover  dam-    \^^^-    ^,      „.^,,,_„    ...  j j  ^ , 

ages  for  the  alleged  infringement  of  Y>lflin 


tiff's  right  of  privacy  by  the  unauthorized 
publication  of  his  portrait  and  alleged 
libelous  matter  in  connection  therewith. 
Reversed. 

Statement  by  Cobb,  J. : 

Paolo  Pavesifh  brought  an  action  against 
the  New  England  Mutual  Life  Insurance 
Company.  a  nonresident  corporation, 
Tliomas  B.  Lumpkin,  its  general  agent,  and 
J.  Q.  Adams,  a  photograplier,  both  residing 
in  the  city  of  Atlanta.  The  allegations  of 
the  petition  were,  in  substance,  as  follows: 
In  an  issue  of  the  Atlanta  Constitution,  a 
newspaper  published  in  the  city  of  Atlanta, 
there  appeared  a  likeno^s  of  the  plaintiff, 
01)  L.  R.  A. 


000.  Tlie  petition  was  demurred  to  general- 
ly, and  specially  on  the  grounds  that  there 
was  a  misjoinder  of  defendantvS  and  causes 
of  action,  that  no  facts  were  set  forth  from 
wliich  malice  can  be  inferred,  and  that  no 
special  damages  were  alleged.  The  court 
sustained  the  general  demurrer,  and  the 
plaintiff  excepted. 

Messrs.  TVestmor eland    Brothers    and 

M.  M.  Hirsh  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Messrs.  John  L.  Hopkins  A  Sons,  for 

defendants  in  error: 

To  charge  one  with  doing  a  thing  which 
tlie  law  authorizes  to  be  done  can  never  be 
tlie  subject-matter  of  a  libel. 

Hollenheck  v.  Hall,  103  Iowa,  214,  39  L. 
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R.  A.  734,  64  Am.  St.  Rep,  175,  72  N.  W, 
518. 

A  libel  must  be,  first,  a  false  and  ma- 
licious defamation,  and,  secondly,  the  repu- 
tation of  the  individual  libeled  must  be 
injured  by  exposing  him  to  public  hatred, 
contempt,  and  ridicule. 

Code,  3832. 

So  the  word  "defamation"  implies,  first, 
that  the  individual  possessed  good  fame, 
and,  secondly,  that  the  thing  written  of 
liim  withdrew  from  him  a  portion  of  this, 
leaving  him  upon  the  whole  with  less  than 
lie  had  at  first. 

False  statements  which  tend  to  promote 
the  good  character  of  a  man,  and  do  not  in 
fact  defame  or  injure,  are  not  actionable. 

1^99  V.  Dunleavy,  80  Mo.  558,  50  Am. 
Rep.  512;  Dun  v.  J/aier,  27  C.  C.  A.  100, 
52  U.  S.  App.  381,  82  Fed.  169. 

An  innuendo  cannot  introduce  new  mat- 
ter, nor  change  the  natural  meaning  of  the 
words.  ^ 

Walters  v.  Retail  Clerks*  Union,  No.  479, 
120  Ga.  424,  47  S.  E.  911. 

The  publication  must  have  a  personal, 
and  not  an  impersonal,  application. 

Stewart  v.  Wilson,  2^  Minn.  449. 

The  right  of  privacy  has  been  repudiated 
by  every  court  of  last  resort  that  has  con- 
sidered the  subject-matter. 

Schuyler  v.  Curtis,  27  Abb.  N.  C.  387,  15 
N.  Y.  Supp.  787,  64  Hun,  594,  19  N. '  Y. 
Supp.  264,  30  Abb.  X.  C.  376,  24  N.  Y.  Supp. 
509,  147  N.  Y.  434,  31  L.  R.  A.  286,  49  Am. 
St.  Rep.  671,  42  N.  E.  22;  Marks  v.  Jaffa, 
<J  Misc.  290,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  908;  Murray  v. 
Oast  Litho9raphic  d  Engraving  Co.  8  Misc. 
36,  28  N.  Y.  Supp.  271;  Roberson  v.  Roch- 
ester Folding  Box  Co.  171  N.  Y.  640,  59  L. 
R.  A.  478,  89  Am.  St.  Rep.  828,  64  N.  E. 
442;  Atkinson  v.  John  E.  Doheriy  d  Co.  121 
Mich.  372,  46  L.  R.  A.  219,  80  Am.  St.  Rep. 
507,  80  N.  W.  285. 

Cob1»,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

1-12.  The  petition  really  contains  two 
counts, — one  for  a  libel,  and  the  other  for  a 
violation  of  the  plaintiff's  right  of  privacy. 
There  was  no  special  demurrer  raising  the 
objection  that  the  counts  were  not  proper- 
ly arranged,  as  there  was  in  Cooper  v. 
Partner  Brevcing  Co.  112  Ga.  894,  38  S.  E. 
91;  and  hence  the  petition  is  to  be  dealt 
with  in  relation  to  its  substance,  without 
reference  to  its  form. 

We  will  first  deal  with  the  general  demur- 
rer to  the  second  count,  which  claimed  dam- 
ages on  account  of  an  alleged  violation  of 
the  plaintiff's  right  of  privacy.  The  ques- 
tion therefore  to  be  determined  is,  whether 
an  individual  has  a  right  of  privacy  which 
he  can  enforce,  and  which  the  courts  will 
♦>9  I^  R.  A. 


protect  against  invasion.  It  is  to  be  con- 
ceded that  prior  to  1890  every  adjudicated 
case,  both  in  this  country  and  in  England, 
which  might  be  said  to  have  involved  a 
right  of  privacy,  was  not  based  upon  the 
existence  of  such  right,  but  was  founded 
upon  a  supposed  right  of  property,  or  a 
breach  of  trust  or  confidence,  or  the  like, 
and  that  therefore  a  claim  to  a  right  of 
privacy,  independent  of  a  property  or  con- 
tractual right,  or  some  right  of  a  similar 
nature,  had,  up  to  that  time,  never  been 
recognized  in  terms  in  any  decision.  The 
entire  absence  for  a  long  period  of  time, 
even  for  centuries,  of  a  precedent  for  an  as- 
serted right  should  have  the  effect  to  cause 
the  courts  to  proceed  with  caution  before 
recognizing  the  right,  for  fear  that  they 
may  thereby  invade  the  province  of  the  law- 
making power;  but  such  absence,  even  for 
all  time,  is  not  conclusive  of  the  question  as 
to  the  existence  of  the  right.  The  novelty 
of  the  complaint  is  no  objection,  when  an 
injury  cognizable  by  law  is  shown  to  have 
been  inflicted  on  the  plaintifi".  In  such  a 
case,  "although  there  be  no  precedent,  the 
common  law  will  judge  according  to  the 
law  of  nature  and  the  public  good."  Where 
the  case  is  new  in  principle,  the  courts  have 
no  authority  to  give  a  remedy,  no  matter 
how  great  the  grievance;  but  where  the 
case  is  only  new  in  instance,  and  the  sole 
question  is  upon  the  application  of  a 
recognized  principle  to  a  new  case,  "it  will 
be  just  as  competent  to  courts  of  justice  to 
apply  the  principle  to  any  case  that  may 
arise  two  centuries  hence  as  it  was  two 
centuries  ago."  Broom's  Legal  Maxims,  8th 
ed.  193.  This  results  from  the  application 
of  the  maxim,  IJhi  jus  ihi  remedium, 
which  finds  expression  in  our  Code,  where 
it  is  declared  that  "for  every  right  there 
shall  be  a  remedy,  and  every  court  having 
jurisdiction  of  the  one  may,  if  necessary, 
frame  the  other."  Civil  Code  1895,  §  4929. 
The  individual  surrenders  to  society  many 
rights  and  privileges  which  he  would  be  free 
to  exercise  in  a  state  of  nature,  in  exchange^ 
for  the  benefits  which  he  receives  as  a  mem- 
ber of  society.  But  he  is  not  presumed  to 
surrender  all  those  rights,  and  the  public 
has  no  more  right,  without  his  consent,  to 
invade  the  domain  of  those  rights  which  it 
is  necessarily  to  be  presumed  he  has  re- 
served, than  he  has  to  violate  the  valid 
regulations  of  the  organized  government 
under  which  he  lives.  The  right  of  privacy 
has  its  foundation  in  the  instincts  of  nature. 
It  is  recognized  intuitively,  consciousness 
being  the  witness  that  can  be  called  to 
establish  its  existence.  Any  person  whose 
intellect  is  in  a  normal  condition  recognizes 
at  once  that,  as  to  each  individual  member 
of  society,  there  are  matters  private,  and 
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there  are  matters  public  so  far  as  the  indi- 
vidual is  concerned.  Each  individual  aa  in- 
stinctively resents  any  encroachment  by  the 
public  upon  his  rights  which  are  of  a 
private  nature  as  he  does  the  withdrawal  of 
those  of  his  rights  which  are  of  a  public 
nature.  A  right  of  privacy  in  matters  pure- 
ly private  is  therefore  derived  from  natural 
law.  This  idea  is  embraced  in  the  Roman's 
conception  of  justice,  which  "was  not  simply 
the  external  legality  of  acts,  but  the  accord 
of  external  acts  with  the  precepts  of  the 
law,  prompted  by  internal  impulse  and  fre<J 
volition."  Mackeldey*s  Roman  Law,  by 
Dropsie,  §  123.  It  may  be  said  to 
arise  out  of  those  laws  sometimes  char- 
jicterized  as  "immutable,"  because  they 
are  natural,  and  so  just  at  all  times 
and  in  all  places  that  no  authority 
can  either  change  or  abolish  them."  1 
Domat's  Civil  Law,  by  Strahan,  Cushing's 
cd.  p.  49.  It  is  one  of  those  rights  referred 
to  by  some  law  writers  as  "absolute," — 
"such  as  would  belong  to  their  persons 
merely  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  which  every 
man  is  entitled  to  enjoy,  wlu-ther  out  of 
society  or  in  it."  1  Bl.  Com.  123.  Among 
the  absolute  rights  referred  to  by  the  com- 
mentator just  cited  is  the  right  of  personal 
security  and  the  riglit  of  personal  liberty. 
In  the  first  is  embraced  a  person's  right  to 
a  "legal  and  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  his 
life,  his  limbs,  his  body,  his  health,  and  his 
reputation;"  and  in  the  second  is  embraced 
"the  power  of  locomotion,  of  changing  sit- 
uation, or  moving  one's  person  to  whatso- 
ever place  one's  own  inclination  may  direct, 
without  imprisonment  or  restraint,  unless 
by  due  course  of  law."  1  Bl.  Com.  129,  134. 
While  neither  Sir  William  Blackstone  nor 
any  of  the  other  writers  on  the  principles 
of  the  common  law  have  referred  in  terms 
to  the  right  of  privacy,  the  illustrations  giv- 
en by  them  as  to  what  would  be  a  violation 
of  the  absolute  rights  of  individuals  are  not 
to  be  taken  as  exhaustive,  but  the  language 
should  be  allowed  to  include  any  instance 
of  a  violation  of  such  rights  which  is  clear- 
ly within  the  true  meaning  and  intent  of  the 
words  used  to  declare  the  principle.  When 
the  law  guarantees  to  one  the  right  to  the 
enjoyment  of  his  life,  it  gives  to  him  some- 
thing more  than  the  mere  right  to  breathe 
and  exist.  While,  of  course,  the  most  fia- 
grant  violation  of  this  right  would  be  depri- 
vation of  life,  yet  life  itself  may  be  spared, 
and  the  enjoyment  of  life  entirely  destroyed. 
An  individual  has  a  right  to  enjoy  life  in 
any  way  that  may  be  most  agreeable  and 
pleasant  to  him,  according  to  his  tempera- 
ment and  nature,  provided  that  in  such  en- 
joyment he  does  not  invade  the  rights  of 
his  neighbor,  or  violate  public  law  or  pol- 
icy. The  right  of  personal  security  is  not 
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fully  accorded  by  allowing  an  individual  to- 
go  through  life  in  possession  of  all  of  his 
members,  and  his  body  unmarred;  nor  is  his 
right  to  personal  liberty  fully  accorded  by 
merely  allowing  him  to  remain  out  of  jail, 
or  free  from  other  physical  restraints.  Tho 
liberty  which  he  derives  froip  natural  law^„ 
and  which  is  recognized  by  municipal  law, 
embraces  far  more  than  freedom  from  phys- 
ical restraint.  The  term  *  "liberty"  is  not 
to  be  so  dwarfed,  "but  is  deemed  to  embrace 
the  right  of  a  man  to  be  free  in  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  faculties  with  which  he  has  be<jn 
endowed  by  his  Creator,  subject  only  to  such 
restraints  as  arc  necessary  for  the  common 
welfare.  'Liberty,'  in  its  broad  sense,  as 
understood  in  this  country,  means  the  right, 
not  only  of  freedom  from  servitude,  impris- 
onment, or  restraint,  but  the  right  of  one  to 
use  his  faculties  in  all  lawful  ways,  to  live 
and  work  where  he  will,  to  earn  his  liveli- 
hood in  any  lawful  calling,  and  to  pursue 
any  lawful  trade  or  avocation."  See  Bran- 
non,  Fourteenth  Amendment,  111.  Liberty 
includes  the  right  to  live  as  one  w^ill.  Be- 
long as  that  will  does  not  interfere  with 
the  rights  of  another,  or  of  the  public.  One 
may  desire  to  live  a  life  of  seclusion:  an- 
other may  desire  to  live  a  life  of  publicity : 
still  another  may  wish  to  live  a  life  of  pri- 
vacy as  to  certain  matters,  and  of  publicity 
as  to  others.  One  may  wish  to  live  a  life  of 
toil,  'where  his  work  is  of  a  nature  that 
keeps  him  constantly  before  the  public  gaze,, 
while  another  may  wish  to  live  a  life  of  re- 
search and  contemplation,  only  moving  be- 
fore the  public  at  such  times  and  under  such 
circumstances  as  may  be  necessary  to  his, 
actual  existence.  Each  is  entitled  to  a  lib- 
erty of  choice  as  to  his  manner  of  life,  and 
neither  an  individual  nor  the  public  has  a 
right  to  arbitrarily  take  away  from  him  this 
liberty.  See,  in  this  connection,  Cyc.  Law 
Diet.  (Shumaker  &  Longsdorf),  and  Bou- 
vier.  Law  Diet.,  title  Liberty,  All  will  ad- 
mit that  the  individual  who  desires  to  live 
a  life  of  seclusion  cannot  be  compelled, 
against  his  consent,  to  exhibit  his  person  in 
any  public  place,  unless  such  exhibition  is 
demanded  by  the  law  of  the  land.  He  may 
be  required  to  come  from  his  place  of  se- 
clusion to  perform  public  duties, — to  serve 
as  a  juror,  and  to  testify  as  a  witness,  and 
the  like;  but,  when  the  public  duty  is  once 
performed,  if  he  exercises  his  liberty  to  ga 
again  into  seclusion,  no  one  can  deny  him 
the  right.  One  who  desires  to  live  a  life 
of  partial  seclusion  has  a  right  to  choose 
the  times,  places,  and  manner  in  which  and 
at  which  he  will  submit  himself  to  the  pub- 
lic gaze.  Subject  to  the  limitation  above 
referred  to,  the  body  of  a  person  cannot  be 
put  on  exhibition  at  any  time  or  at  any 
place   without   his   consent.      The   right   of 
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one  to  exhibit  himself  to  the  public  at  all 
proper  times,  in  all  proper  places,  and  in  a 
proper  manner  is  embraced  within  the  right 
of  personal  liberty.  The  right  to  withdraw 
from  the  public  gaze  at  such  times  as  a  per- 
son may  see  fit,  when  his  presence  in  public 
is  not  demanded  by  any  rule  of  law,  is  also 
embraced  within  the  right  of  personal  lib- 
erty. Publicity  in  one  instance,  and  privacy 
in  the  other,  are  each  guaranteed.  If  per- 
sonal liberty  embraces  the  right  of  publicity, 
it  no  less  embraces  the  correlative  right  of 
nrivacv:  and  this  is  no  new  idea  in  Georgia 
law.  In  Wallace  v.  Georgia,  C,  d  N.  R.  Co. 
l«4  Kja.  IS'l,  22  b.  K.  579,  it  was  said:  "Lib- 
erty of  speech  and  of  writing  is  secured  by 
the  Constitution,  and  incident  thereto  is  the 
correlative  liberty  of  silence,  not  less  im- 
portant nor  less  sacred."  The  right  of  pri- 
vacy within  certain  limits  is  a  right  derived 
from  natural  law,  recognized  by  the  princi- 
ples of  municipal  laiv,  and  guaranteed  to 
P<>rsons  in  this  state  both  by  the  Consti- 
tutions of  the  United  States  and  of  the  state 
of  Georgia,  in  those  provisions  which  declare 
that  no  person  shall  be  deprived  of  liberty 
except  by  due  process  of  law. 

While,  in  reaching  the  conclusion  just 
>iated,  we  have  been  deprived  of  the  benefit 
of  the  light  that*  would  be  shed  on  the  ques- 
tion by  decided  cases  and  utterances  of  law 
writers  directly  dealing  with  the  matter,  we 
have  been  aided  by  many  side  lights  in  the 
law.  The  injuria  of  the  Roman  law,  some- 
tiroes  translated  "injury,''  and  at  other 
times  "outrage,"  and  which  is  generally  un- 
tierstood  at  this  time  to  convey  the  idea  of 
l^'gal  wrong,  was  held  to  embrace  many  acts 
n^sulting  in  damage  for  which  tlie  law  would 
?ive  redress.  It  embraced  all  of  those 
H-rongs  which 'were  the  result  of  a  direct  in- 
vasion of  the  rights  of  the  person  and  the 
rights  of  property  which  are  enumerated  in 
all  of  the  commentaries  on  the  common  law, 
and  which  are  so  familiar  to  everyone  at 
this  time.  But  it  included  more.  An  out- 
rage was  committed,  not  only  by  striking 
iKith  the  fists  or  with  the  club  or  lash,  but 
also  by  shouting  until  a  crowd  gathered 
around  one,  and  it  was  an  outrage  or  legal 
wrong  to  merely  follow  an  honest  woman 
or  young  boy  or  girl ;  and  it  was  declared  in 
unequivocal  terms  that  these  illustrations 
were  not  exhaustive,  but  that  an  injury  or 
le^ral  wrong  was  committed  "by  numberless 
other  acts."  Sandars,  Justinian,  Ham- 
mond's ed.  409;  Poste's  Inst,  of  Gains,  3d 
M.  449.  The  punishment  of  one  who  had 
not  committed  any  assault  upon  another,  or 
impeded  in  any  way  his  right  of  locomotion, 
but  who  merely  attracted  public  attention 
to  the  other  as  he  was  passing  along  a 
public  highway  or  standing  upon  his  pri- 
vate grounds,  evidences  the  fact  that  tlie 
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ancient  law  recognized  that  a  person  had  a 
legal  right  "to  be  let  alone,"  so  long  as  he 
was  not  interfering  with  the  rights  of  other 
individuals  or  of  the  public.  This  idea  has 
been  carried  into  the  common  law,  and  ap- 
pears from  time  to  time  in  various  places; 
a  conspicuous  instance  being  in  the  case  of 
private  nuisances  resulting  from  noise  which 
interferes  with  one's  enjoyment  of  his  home, 
and  this,  too,  where  the  noise  is  the  result 
of  the  carrying  on  of  a  lawful  occupation. 
Even  in  such  cases  where  the  noise  is  un- 
necessary, or  is  made  at  such  times  that 
one  would  have  a  right  to  quiet,  the  courts 
have  interfered  by  injunction  in  behalf  of 
the  person  complaining.  See  2  Wood,  Nui- 
sances, 3d  ed.  pp.  827  et  aeq.  It  is  true  that 
these  cases  are  generally  based  upon  the 
ground  that  the  noise  is  an  invasion  of  a 
property  right,  but  there  is  really  no  in- 
jury to  the  property,  and  the  gist  of  the 
wrong  is  that  the  individual  is  disturbed  in 
his  right  to  have  quiet.  Under  the  Roman 
law,  "to  enter  a  man's  house  against  his 
will,  even  to  serve  a  summons,  was  regarded 
as  an  invasion  of  his  privacy."  Hunter,. 
Roman  Law,  3d  ed.  p.  149.  This  conoep- 
tion  is  the  foundation  of  the  common-law 
maxim  that  "every  man's  house  is  his  cas- 
tle;" and  in  8emayne*8  Case,  5  Coke,  91,  1 
Smith,  Lead.  Cas.  228,  where  this  maxim 
was  applied,  one  of  the  points  resolved  was 
"that  the  house  of  everyone  is  to  him  as  his 
castle  and  fortress,  as  well  for  his  defense 
against  injury  and  violence  as  for  his  re- 
pose." "Eavesdroppers,  or  such  as  listen 
under  walls  or  windows  or  the  eaves  of  a 
house  to  hearken  after  discourse,  and  there- 
upon to  frame  slanderous  and  mischievous^ 
tales,"  were  a  nuisance  at  common  law,  and 
indictable,  and  were  required,  in  the  discre- 
tion of  the  court,  to  find  sureties  for  their 
good  behavior.  4  Bl.  Com.  168.  The  offense 
consisted  in  lingering  about  dwelling  houses 
and  other  places  where  persons  meet  for 
private  intercourse,  and  listening  to  what  is 
said,  and  then  tattling  it  abroad.  10  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  440.  A  common 
scold  was  at  common  law  indictable  as  a 
public  nuisance  to  her  neighborhood.  4  Bl. 
Com.  168.  And  the  reason  for  the  punish- 
ment of  such  a  character  was  not  the  pro- 
tection of  any  property  right  of  her  neigh- 
bors, but  the  fact  that  her  conduct  was  a 
disturbance  of  their  right  to  quiet  and  re- 
pose; the  offense  being  complete  even  when 
the  party  indicted  committed  it  upon  her 
own  premises.  Instances  might  be  multi- 
plied where  the  common  law  has  both  tacitly 
and  expressly  recognized  the  right  of  an  in- 
dividual to  repose  and  privacy.  The  right  of 
the  people  to  be  secure  in  their  persona, 
houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unrea- 
sonable searches  and  seizures,   winch   is  so 
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fully  protected  both  ir.  the  Constitutions  of 
the  United  States  and  of  this  state  (Civil 
Code  1895,  §§  6017,  5713),  is  not  a  right 
created  by  these  instruments,  but  is  an  an- 
cient right,  which,  on  account  of  its  gross 
violation  at  different  times,  was  preserved 
from  such  attacks  in  the  future  by  being 
made  the  subject  of  constitutional  provi- 
sions. The. right  to  search  the  papers  or 
houses  of  another  for  the  purpose  of  enforc- 
ing a  claim  of  one  individual  against  an- 
other in  a  civil  proceeding,  or  in  the  main- 
tenance of  a  mere  private  right,  was  never 
recognized  at  common  law,  but  such  search 
was  confined  entirely  to  cases  of  public  pros- 
ecutions; 'and  even  in  those  cases  the  le- 
gality of  the  search  was  formerly  doubted, 
and  it  has  been  said  that  it  crept  into  the 
law  by  imperceptible  practice.  25  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  145.  The  refusal 
to  allow  such  search  as  an  aid  to  the  as- 
sertion of  a  mere  private  right,  and  its  al- 
lowance sparingly  to  aid  in  maintaining  the 
rights  of  the  public,  is  an  implied  recogni- 
tion of  the  existence  of  a  right  of  privacy, 
for  the  law  on  the  subject  of  imreasonable 
searches  cannot  be  based  upon  any  other 
principle  than  the  right  of  a  person  to  be 
secure  from  invasion  by  the  public  into  mat- 
ters of  a  private  nature,  which  can  only 
be  properly  termed  his  right  of  privacy. 

The  right  of  privacy,  however,  like  every 
other  right  that  rests  in  the  individual,  may 
be  waived  by  him,  or  by  anyone  authorized 
by  him,  or  by  anyone  whom  the  law  empow- 
ers to  act  in  his  behalf,  provided  the  effect 
of  his  waiver  will  not  be  such  as  to  bring 
before  the  public  those  matters  of  a  purely 
private  nature  which  express  law  or  public 
policy  demands  shall  be  kept  private.  This 
waiver  may  be  either  express  or  implied,  but 
the  existence  of  the  waiver  carries  with  it 
the  right  to  an  invasion  of  privacy  only  to 
such  an  extent  as  may  be  legitimately  nec- 
essary and  proper  in  dealing  with  the  mat- 
ter which  has  brought  about  the  waiver.  It 
may  be  waived  for  one  purpose,  and  still 
assorted  for  another;  it  may  be  waived  in 
behalf  of  one  class,  and  retained  as  against 
another  class;  it  may  be  waived  as  to  one 
individual,  and  retained  as  against  all  other 
persons.  The  most  striking  illustration  of 
a  waiver  is  where  one  either  seeks  or  allows 
himself  to  be  presented  as  a  candidate  for 
public  office.  He  thereby  waives  any  right 
to  restrain  or  impede  the  public  in  any  prop- 
er investigation  into  the  conduct  of  his  pri- 
vate life  which  may  throw  light  upon  his 
qualifications  for  the  office,  or  the  advisa- 
bility of  imposing  upon  him  the  public  trust 
which  the  office  carries.  But  even  in  this  case 
the  waiver  does  not  extend  into  those  mat- 
ters and  transactions  of  private  life  which 
are  wholly  foreign,  and  can  throw  no  light 
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whatever  upon  the  question  as  to  his  compe- 
tency for  the  office,  or  the  propriety  of  be- 
stowing it  upon  him.  One  who  holds  public 
office  makes  a  waiver  of  a  similar  character, 
— that  is,  that  his  life  may  be  subjected  at 
all  times  to  the  closest  scrutiny  in  order  to 
determine  whether  the  rights  of  the  public 
are  safe  in  his  hands, — but  beyond  this  the 
waiver  does  not  extend.  So  it  is  in  refer- 
ence to  those  belonging  to  the  learned  pro- 
fessions, who  by  their  calling  place  them- 
selves before  the  public,  and  thereby  consent 
that  their  private  lives  may  be  scrutinized 
for  the  purpose  of  determining  whether  it  is 
to  the  interest  of  those  whose  patronage 
they  seek  to  place  their  interests  in  their 
hands.  In  short,  any  person  who  engfiges  in 
any  pursuit,  or  occupation,  or  calling,  which 
calls  for  the  approval  or  patronage  of  the 
public  submits  his  private  life  to  examina- 
tion by  those  to  whom  he  addresses  his  call, 
to  any  extent  that  may  be  necessary  to  de- 
termine whether  it  is  wise  and  proper  and 
expedient  to  accord  to  him  the  approval  or 
patronage  which  he  seeks. 

It  may  be  said  that  to  establish  a  liberty 
of  privacy  would  involve  in  numerous  cases 
the  perplexing  question  to  determine  \vhere 
this  liberty  ended,  and  the  rights  of  others 
and  of  the  public  began.  This  affords  no 
reason  for  not  recognizing  the  liberty  of 
privacy,  and  giving  to  the  person  aggrieved 
legal  redress  against  the  wrongdoer,  in  a 
case  where  it  is  clearly  shown  that  a  legal 
wrong  has  been  done.  It  may  be  that  there 
will  arise  many  ca.ses  which  lay  near  the 
border  line  which  marks  the  right  of  pri- 
vacy, on  the  one  hand,  and  the  right  of  an- 
other individual  or  of  the  public,  on  the 
other.  But  this  is  true  in  regard  to  numer- 
ous other  rights  which  the  law  recogniztrs 
as  resting  in  the  individual.  In  regard  to 
oases  that  may  arise  under  the  right  of  pri- 
vacy, as  in  cAses  that  arise  under  other 
rights  where  the  line  of  demarcation  is  to 
be  determined,  the  safeguard  of  the  indi- 
vidual, on  the  one  hand,  and  of  the  public, 
on  the  other,  is  the  wisdom  and  integrity  of 
the  judiciary.  Each  person  has  a  liberty  of 
privacy,  and  every  other  person  has,  as 
against  him,  liberty  in  reference  to  other 
matters,  and  the  line  where  these  liberties 
impinge  upon  each  other  may  in  a  given  case 
be  hard  to  define;  but  that  such  a  case  may 
arise  can  afford  no  more  reason  for  denying 
to  one  his  liberty  of  privacy  than  it  would 
to  deny  to  another  his  liberty,  whatever  it 
may  be.  In  every  action  for  a  tort  it  is 
necessary  for  the  court  to  determine  wheth- 
er tlie  right  claimed  has  a  legal  existence, 
and  for  the  jury  to  determine  whether  such 
right  has  been  invaded,  and  to  assess  the 
(hiniages  if  their  finding  is  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff.      This   burden   which    rests    upon 
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the  court  in  every  case  of  the  character  re- 
ferred to  is  all  that  will  be  imposed  upon 
it  in  actions  brought  for  a  violation  of  the 
right  of  privacy.  No  greater  difficulties  will 
be  encountered  in  such  cases  in  determining 
the  existence  of  the  right  than  often  will  be 
encountered  in  determining  the  existence  of 
other  rights  sought  to  be  enforced  by  ac- 
tion. The  courts  may  proceed  in  cases  in- 
volving the  violation  of  a  right  of  privacy 
as  in  other  cases  of  a  similar  nature,  and 
the  juries  may  in  the  same  manner  pro- 
ceed to  a  determination  of  those  questions 
which  the  law  requires  to  be  submitted  for 
their  consideration.  With  honest  and  fear- 
less trial  judges  to  pass  in  the  first  instance 
upon  the  question  of  law  as  to  the  existence 
of  the  right  in  each  case,  whose  decisions  are 
subject  to  review  by  the  court  of  last  resort, 
and  with  fair  and  impartial  juries  to  pass 
upon  the  questions  of  fact  involved,  and 
assess  the  damages  in  the  event  of  a  recov- 
ery, whose  verdict  is,  under  our  law,  in 
all  ca«C8  subject  to  supervision  and  scrutiny 
by  the  trial  judge,  within  the  limits  of  a 
legal  discretion,  there  need  be  no  more  fear 
that  the  right  of  privacy  will  be  the  occa- 
sion of  unjustifiable  litigation,  oppression, 
or  wrong  than  that  the  existence  of  many 
other  rights  in  the  law  would  bring  about 
such   result^. 

The  liberty  of  privacy  exists,  has  been  rec- 
ognized by  the  law,  and  is  entitled  to  con- 
tinual recognition.  But  it  must  be  kept 
within  its  proper  limits,  and  in  its  exercise 
must  be  made  to  accord  with  the  rights  of 
those  who  have  other  liberties,  as  well  as 
the  rights  of  any  person  who  may  be  proper- 
ly interested  in  the  matters  which  are 
claimed  to  be  of  purely  private  concern. 
Publicity  in  many  cases  is  absolutely  es- 
sential to  the  welfare  of  the  public.  Pri- 
vacy in  other  matters  is  not  only  essential 
to  the  welfare  of  the  individual,  but  also 
to  the  well-being  of  society.  The  law  stamp- 
ing the  unbreakable  seal  of  privacy  upon 
conimunications  between  husband  and  wife, 
attorney  and  client,  and  similar  provisions 
of  the  law,  is  a  recognition,  not  only  of  the 
right  of  privacy,  but  that,  for  the  public' 
good,  some  matters  of  private  concern  are 
not  to  be  made  public,  even  with  the  con- 
sent of  those  interested. 

It  therefore  follows  from  what  has  been 
said  that  a  violation  of  the  right  of  privacy 
is  a  direct  invasion  of  a  legal  right  of  the 
individual.  It  is  a  tort,  and  it  is  not  neces- 
sary that  special  damages  should  have  ac- 
crued from  its  violation  in  order  to  entitle 
the  aggrieved  party  to  recover.  Civil  Code 
1895,  §  3807.  In  an  action  for  an  invasion 
of  such  right  the  damages  to  be  recovered 
are  those  for  which  the  law  authorizes  a 
recoverv  in  torts  of  that  character,  and,  if 
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tlie  law  autho)*izes  a  recovery  of  damages 
for  wounded  feelings  in  other  torts  of  a 
similar  nature,  such  damages  would  be  re- 
coverable in  an  action  for  a  violation  of  this 
right. 

The  stumbling  block  which  many  have  en- 
countered in  the  way  of  a  recognition  of  the 
existence  of  a  right  of  privacy  has  been  that 
the  recognition  of  such  right  would  inevi- 
tably tend  to  curtail  the  liberty  of  speech 
and  of  the  press.  The  right  to  speak  and 
the  right  of  privacy  have  been  coexistent. 
Each  is  a  natural  right,  each  exists,  and 
each  must  be  recognized  and  enforced  with 
due  respect  for  the  other.  The  right  to  con- 
vey one's  thoughts  by  writing  or  printing 
grows  out.  of;  but  does  not  enlarge  in  any 
way,  the  natural  right  of  speech.  It  simply 
authorizes  one  to  take  advantage  of  those 
mediums  of  expression  which  the  ingenuity 
of  man  has  contrived  for  broadening  and 
making  more  effective  the  influences  of  that 
which  was  formerly  confined  to  mere  oral 
utterances.  The  right  to  speak  and  write 
and  print  has  been  at  different  times  in  the 
world's  history  seriously  invaded  by  those 
who,  for  their  own  selfish  purposes,  desired 
to  take  away  from  others  such  privileges, 
and  consequently  these  rights  have  been 
made  the  subject  of  provisions  in  the  Con- 
stitutions of  the  United  States  and  of  this 
state.  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States 
prohibits  Congress  from  passing  any  law 
''abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the 
press."  Civil  Code  1895,  §  6014.  The  Con- 
stitution of  this  state  declares:  "No  law 
shall  ever  be  passed  to  curtail  or  restrain 
the  liberty  of  speech  or  of  the  press."  Civil 
Code  1895,  §  5712.  Judge  C-ooley  says: 
"The  constitutional  liberty  of  speech  and 
of  the  press,  as  we  understand  it,  implies  a 
right  to  freely  utter  and  publish  whatever 
the  citizen  may  please,  and  to  be  protected 
against  any  responsibility  for  so  doing,  ex- 
cept so  far  as  such  publications,  from  their 
blasphemy,  obscenity,  or  scandalous  charac- 
ter, may  be  a  public  offense,  or  as  by  their 
falsehood  and  malice  they  may  injuriously 
affect  the  standing,  reputation,  or  pecuniary 
interests  of  individuals.  Or,  to  state  the 
same  thing  in  somewhat  different  words,  we 
understand  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
press  to  imply,  not  only  liberty  to  pub- 
lish, but  complete  immunity  from  legal  cen- 
sure and  punishment  for  the  publication,  so 
long  as  it  is  not  harmful  in  its  character, 
when  tested  by  such  standards  as  the  law 
aft'ords.  For  these  standards  we  must  look 
to  the  common-law  rules  which  were  in  force 
when  the  constitutional  guaranties  were  es- 
tablished, and  in  reference  to  which  they 
have  been  adopted."  Cooley,  Const.  Lim. 
5th  ed.  p.  521.  In  King  v.  St,  Asaph,  3  T. 
R,   428,   note.   Lord  Mansfield^^said :      "The 
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liberty  of  the  press  consists  in  printing  with- 
out any  previous  license,  subject  to  the  con- 
sequence of  law."  Chancellor  Kent,  while 
judge  of  the  supreme  court  of  New  York,  394, 
People  V.  Croswell,  3  Johns.  Cas.  337,  394, 
Appx.,  adopted  as  a  definition  of  the  phrase 
"liberty  of  the  press"  what  was  said  by  Gen. 
Hamilton  in  his  brief  in  that  case,  where  it 
was  set  forth  that  "the  liberty  of  the  press 
consists  in  the  right  to  publish,  with  im- 
punity, truth,  with  good  motives,  and  for 
justifiable  ends,  whether  it  respects  gov- 
ernment, magistracy,  or  individuals;"  and 
the  learned  jurist  declared  that  this  defini- 
tion was  perfectly  correct,  comprehensive, 
and  accurate.  Mr.  Justice  Story  defined  the 
phrase  to  mean  "that  every  man  shall  have 
a  right  to  speak,  write,  and  print  his  opin- 
ions upon  any  subject  whatsoever,  without 
any  prior  restraint,  so,  always,  that  he  does 
not  injure  any  other  person  in  his  rights, 
person,  property,  or  reputation,  and  so,  al- 
ways, that  he  does  not  thereby  disturb  the 
public  peace  or  attempt  to  subvert  the  gov- 
ernment." 2  Story,  Const.  §  1880.  See  also 
18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1125. 

The  Constitution  of  this  state  declares 
what  is  meant  by  "liberty  of  speech"  and 
"liberty  of  the  press''  in  the  following  words: 
"Any  person  may  speak,  write,  and  publish 
his  sentiments  on  all  subjects,  being  respon- 
sible for  the  abuse  of  that  liberty."  Civil 
Code  1895,  §  6712.  The  right  preserved  and 
guaranteed  against  invasion  by  the  Consti- 
tution is  therefore  the  right  to  utter,  to 
write,  and  to  print  one's  sentiments,  sub- 
ject only  to  the  limitation  that  in  so  doing 
lie  shall  not  be  guilty  of  an  abuse  of  this 
privilege,  by  invading  the  legal  rights  of 
others.  The  Constitution  uses  the  word 
"sentiments,"  but  it  is  used  in  the  sense  of 
thoughts,  ideas,  opinions.  To  make  intel- 
ligent, forceful,  and  effective  an  expression 
of  opinion,  it  may  be  necessary  to  refer  to 
the  life,  conduct,  and  character  of  a  person; 
and,  so  long  as  the  truth  is  adhered  to,  the 
right  of  privacy  of  another  cannot  be  said 
to  have  been  invaded  by  one  who  speaks,  or 
writes,  or  prints,  provided  the  reference  to 
such  person,  and  the  manner  in  which  he  is 
referred  to,  is  reasonably  and  legitimately 
proper  in  an  expression  of  opinion  on  the 
subject  that  is  under  investigation.  It  will 
therefore  be  seen  that  the  right  of  privacy 
must  in  some  particulars  yield  to  the  right 
of  speech  and  of  the  press.  It  is  well  rec- 
ognized that  slander  is  an  abuse  of  the  lib- 
erty of  speech,  and  that  a  libel  is  an  abuse 
of  the  liberty  to  write  and  print;  but  it  is 
nowhere  expressly  declared  in  the  law  that 
these  are  the  only  abuses  of  such  rights.  And' 
that  the  law  makes  the  truth  in  suits  for 
slander  and  in  prosecutions  and  suits  for 
lil)ol  a  complete  defense  may  not  necessa- 
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rily  make  the  publication  of  the  truth  the 
legal  right  of  every  person,  nor  prevent  it 
from  being  in  some  cases  a  legal  wrong.  The 
truth  may  be  spoken,  written,  or  printed 
about  all  matters  of  a  public  nature,  as  well 
as  matters  of  a  private  nature  in  which 
the  public  has  a  legitimate  interest.  The 
truth  may  be  uttered  and  printed  in  refer- 
ence to  the  life,  character,  and  conduct  of 
individuals  whenever  it  is  necessary  to  the 
full  exercise  of  the  right  to  express  one's 
sentiments  on  any  and  all  subjects  that  may 
be  proper  matter  for  discussion.  But  there 
may  arise  cases  where  the  speaking  or  print- 
ing of  the  truth  might  be  considered  an 
abuse  of  the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the 
press,  as  in  a  case  where  matters  of  purely 
private  concern,  wholly  foreign  to  a  legiti- 
mate expression  of  opinion  on  the  subji'ct 
under  discussion,  are  injected  into  the  dis- 
cussion for  no  oUier  purpose  and  with  n*> 
other  motive  than  to  annoy  and  harass  the 
individual  referred  to.  Such  cases  might 
be  of  rare  occurrence,  but,  if  such  shoulil 
arise,  the  party  aggrieved  may  not  be  with- 
out a  remedy.  The  right  of  privacy  is  un- 
questionably limited  by  the  right  to  speak 
and  print.  It  may  be  said  that  to  give  lib- 
erty of  8pe(»ch  and  of  the  press  such  a  wide 
scope  as  has  been  indicated  would  impose  a 
very  serious  limitation  upon  the  right  of 
privacy,  but,  if  it  does,  it  is  due  to  the 
fact  that  the  law  considers  that  the  welfare 
of  the  public  is  better  subserved  by  main- 
taining the  liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  pre«is 
than  by  allowing  an  individual  to  assert  his 
right  of  privacy  in  such  a  way  as  to  inter- 
fere with  the  free  expression  of  one's  sen- 
timents, and  the  publication  of  every  matter 
in  which  the  public  may  be  legitimately  in- 
terested. In  many  cases  the  law  required 
the  individual  to  surrender  some  of  hi-* 
natural  and  private  rights  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  and  this  is  true  in  reference  to 
some  phases  of  the  right  of  privacy  as  well 
as  other  legal  rights.  Those  to  whom  the 
right  to  speak  and  write  and  print  is  guar- 
anteed must  not  abuse  this  right;  nor  must 
one  in  whom  the  right  of  privacy  exisi^ 
abuse  this  right.  The  law  will  no  more  per- 
mit an  abuse  by  the  one  than  by  the  other. 
Liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  is  and 
has  been  a  useful  instrument  to  keep  the 
individual  within  limits  of  lawful,  decent, 
and  proper  conduct;  and  the  right  of  pri- 
vacy may  be  well  used  within  its  proper  lim- 
its to  keep  those  who  speak  and  write  and 
print  within  the  legitimate  bounds  of  the 
constitutional  guaranties  of  such  rights. 
One  may  be  used  as  a  check  upon  the  other, 
but  neither  can  be  lawfully  used  for  the 
other's  destruction. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  ruling  made   in 
the  present  case  to  conflict  with   the  deci- 
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aion  in  Chapman  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co, 
88  Ga.  763,  17  L.  R.  A.  430,  30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  183,  15  S.  E.  901.  It  was  held  in  that 
ease  that  in  an  action  against  a  telegraph 
company  for  a  failure  to  deliver  a  message 
in  due  time,  and  thereby  preventing  the 
^nder  from  going  to  bedside  of  his  sick 
brother,  damagos  on  account  of  mental  pain 
and  suffering  could  not  be  recovered.  The 
effect  of  that  decision  is  simply  that  in  an 
action  upon  a  contract,  or  in  an  action 
sounding  in  tort  for  a  breach  of  duty 
irrowing  out  of  the  contract,  damages  for 
mental  pain  and  suffering  cannot  be  recov- 
ered, when  no  other  damages  have  been  sus- 
tained. Mr.  Justice  Lumpkin,  in  his  opin- 
ion, distinctly  recognizes  that  where  there 
has  been  an  invasion  of  a  right,  from  which 
the  law  would  presume  damages  to  flow,  ad- 
ditional damages  for  pain  and  suffering 
might  be  recovered. 

It  seems  that  the  first  case  in  this  coun- 
try where  the  right  of  privacy  was  invoked 
as  the  foundation  for  an  application  to  the 
courts  for  relief  was  the  unreported  case 
of  Manola  v.  Btevens,  which  was  an  appli- 
cation for  injunction  to  the  supreme  court  of 
New  York,  filed  on  June  15,  1890.  The 
complainant  alleged  that  while  she  was 
playing  in  the  Broadway  Theatre,  dressed 
as  required  by  her  role,  she  was,  by  means 
-of  a  flash  light,  photographed  surreptitious- 
ly and  without  her  consent,  from  one  of  the 
boxes,  by  the  defendant,  and  she  prayed  that 
an  injunction  issue  to  restrain  the  use  of  the 
photograph.  An  interlocutory  injunction 
was  granted  ex  parte.  At  the  time  set  for 
a  hearing  there  was  no  appearance  for  the 
defendant,  and  the  injunction  was  made  per- 
manent. See  4  Harvard  Law  Rev.  195,  note 
7.  The  article  in  this  magazine  which  re- 
fers to  the  case  above  mentioned  appeared  in 
1890,  and  was  written  by  Samuel  D.  Warren 
and  Louis  D.  Brandeis.  In  it  the  authors 
ably  and  forcefully  maintained  the  exist- 
ence of  a  right  of  privacy,  and  the  article 
attracted  much  attention  at  the  time.  It 
was  conceded  by  the  authors  that  there  was 
no  decided  case  in  which  the  right  of  pri- 
vacy was  distinctly  asserted  and  recognized, 
but  it  was  asserted  that  there  were  many 
cases  from  which  it  would  appear  that  this 
right  really  existed,  although  the  judgment 
in  each  case  was  put  upon  other  grounds 
when  the  plaintiff  was  granted  the  relief 
prayed.  The  cases  especially  referred  to 
were  Yovatt  v.  Wingard  (1820)  1  Jac.  & 
W.  394;  Ahemethy  v.  Hutchinson  (1825) 
3  L.  J.  Ch.  209;  Prince  Albert  v.  Strange 
(1849)  2  De  G.  &  S.  652;  Tuck  v.  Priester 
(1887)  L.  R.  19  Q.  B.  Div.  639;  Pollard  v. 
Photographic  Co.  (1888)  L.  R.  40  Gh.  Div. 
345.  The  first  three  of  these  cases  related 
respectively  to  the  publication  of  recipes, 
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writings,  and  etchings,  which  the  complain- 
ant in  each  case  alleged  were  either  pub- 
lished, or  about  to  be  published,  without  his 
consent;  and  an  injunction  was  granted  in 
the  first  case  upon  the  ground  that  the  pub- 
lication of  the  recipes  was  the  result  of  the 
breach  of  trust  and  confidence,  and  in  the 
other  two  cases  upon  this  ground  as  well 
as  upon  the  ground  that  the  complainant 
had  a  property  right  in  the  writings  and 
etchings.  The  Tuck  and  Pollard  Cases  dealt 
with  the  publication  of  pictures;  the  former 
being  where  one  was  employed  to  make  cop- 
ies of  a  picture  owned  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
the  latter  where  a  photographer  was  em- 
ployed to  take  a  photograph  of  the  com- 
plainant; the  defendant  in  each  instance 
being  about  to  use  the  copies  in  his  pos- 
session without  the  consent  of  the  plaintiff. 
An  injunction  was  granted  in  the  Tuck 
Case  on  the  ground  that  the  sale  of  the 
copies  would  be  a  breach  of  contract,  and 
in  the  Pollard  Case  the  decision  was  rested 
upon  the  right  of  property,  although  a  find- 
ing that  the  publication  would  be  a  breach 
of  contract  and  of  trust  was  authorized.  At- 
tention is  called  to  the  fact  that  in  Prince 
Albert's  Case  [1  Macn.  k  G.  25]  while  the 
decision  was  put  *  upon  the  ground  above 
stated,  Lord  Cottenham  declared  that,  with 
respect  to  the  acts  of  the  defendants,  "pri- 
vacy is  the  right  invaded." 

It  must  be  conceded  that  the  numerous 
cases  decided  before  1890  in  which  equity 
has  interfered  to  restrain  the  publication  of 
letters,  writings,  papers,  etc.,  have  all  been 
based  either  upon  the  recognition  of  a  right 
of  property,  or  upon  the  fact  that  the  publi- 
cation would  be  a  breach  of  contract,  con- 
fidence, or  trust.  It  is  well  settled  that,  if 
any  contract  or  property  right  or  trust  rela- 
tion has  been  violated,  damage's  are  recov- 
erable. There  are  many  cases  which  sustain 
such  a  doctrine.  Cases  involving  the  right 
of  privacy  that  have  arisen  since  1890  will 
now  be  considered: 

In  Mackenzie  v.  Soden  Mineral  Springs 
Co,  (1891)  27  Abb.  N.  C.  402,  18  N.  Y. 
Supp.  240,  an  injunction  was  granted  by  the 
New  York  supreme  court,  special  term, 
at  the  instance  of  a  physician,  to  restrain 
the  publication  of  an  unauthorized  recom- 
mendation of  a  medicinal  preparation  under 
his  name,  upon  the  grounds  that  such  pub- 
lication would  be  injurious  to  his  profes- 
sional reputation,  and  "an  infringement  of 
his  right  to  the  sole  use  of  his  own  name," 
and  prejudicial  to  public  interest.  While 
this  case  was  not  based  upon  the  right  of 
privacy,  that  right  was  impliedly  recog- 
nized. 

The  first  reported  case  in  which  the  right 

of  privacy  was  expressly  recognized  was  the 

case  of  Schuyler  v.  Curtis   (1894>)   27  Abb. 
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N.  C.  387,  15  N.  Y.  Supp.  787,  where  Jus- 
tice O'Brien,  of  the  supreme  court  of  New 
York,  granted  an  injunction  to  restrain  the 
making  and  public  exhibition  of  a  statue  of 
a  deceased  person,  upon  the  ground  that  it 
was  not  shown  that  she  was  a  public  char- 
acter. This  judgment  was  affirmed  by  the 
supreme  court,  general  term,  by  Van  Brunt 
and  Barrett,  J  J.,  in  an  opinion  by  the  for- 
mer, in  which  the  rule  was  laid  down  that  a 
person,  whether  a  public  character  or  not, 
has  a  right  to  enjoin  the  making  and  plac- 
ing on  exhibition  of  his  statue,  and,  he  be- 
ing dead,  a  relative  has  this  right.  64  Hun, 
594,  19  N.  Y.  Supp.  264.  When  the  case 
came  before  the  supreme  court,  special  term, 
in  1893,  the  judgment  of  the  general  term 
was  followed,  and  in  an  opinion  by  Ingra- 
ham,  J.,  the  rule  was  announced  that  a 
court  of  eqiTity,  at  the  instance  of  one  of  the 
relatives  of  a  deceased  person,  will  enjoin 
the  making  and  placing  on  public  exhibi- 
tion of  a  statue  of  the  deceased  by  unau- 
thorized persons,  which  the  complaining  rel- 
atives unite  in  alleging  will  cause  them  pain 
and  distress,  and  will  be  considered  by  them 
a  disgrace;  and  this,  too,  whether  or  not 
the  court  be  of  the  opinion  that  the  proposed 
representation  should  "produce  the  alleged 
effect,  and  that  such  unauthorized  act  is 
not  within  the  provision  of  the  state  Consti- 
tution which  secures  to  each  person  the 
right  to  freely  speak,  write,  and  publish  his 
sentiments  on  all  subjects.  30  Abb.  N.  G. 
376,  24  N.  Y.  Supp.  509.  The  statue  which 
it  ^as  proposed  to  exhibit  was  in  no  sense 
a  caricature,  and  the  eixhibition  of  the 
same  would  not  have  been  a  libel  upon  the 
deceased. 

In  1893,  in  Marks  v.  Jaffa,  6  Misc.  290, 
26  N.  Y.  Supp.  908,  an  injunction  was 
granted  by  the  superior  court  of  New  York 
city,  special  term,  to  restrain  the  publica- 
tion of  a  picture  of  the  plaintiff  in  the  de- 
fendant's newspaper,  with  an  invitation  to 
the  readers  of  the  paper  to  vote  on  the 
question  of  the  popularity  of  the  plaintiff, 
as  compared  with  another  person,  whose  pic- 
ture was  also  published  in  such  newspaper. 
McAdam,  J.,  in  the  opinion  said :  ''No  news- 
paper or  institution,  no  matter  how  worthy, 
has  the  right  to  use  the  name  or  picture  of 
anyone  for  such  a  purpose  without  his  con- 
sent." The  decision  was  apparently  based 
upon  the  case  of  Schuyler  v.  Curtis,  above 
referred  to. 

In  1893  an  application  was  made  to  Judge 
Colt,  of  the  United  States  circuit  court  for 
the  district  of  Massachusetts,  by  the  widow 
and  children  of  George  H.  Corliss,  to  enjoin 
the  publication  and  sale  of  a  biographical 
sketch  of  Mr.  Corliss,  and  from  printing  and 
selling  his  picture  in  connection  therewith. 
The  bill  did  not  allege  that  the  publication 
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contained  any  matter  which  was  scandalous, 
libelous,  or  false,  or  that  it  affected  any 
right  of  property,  but  the  relief  was  prayed 
upon  the  ground  that  the  publication  was 
an  injury  to  the  feelings  of  the  plaintiffs, 
and  against  their  express  prohibition.  An 
injunction  was  refused  as  to  the  biography 
on  the  ground  that  Mr.  Corliss  was  a  public 
man,  in  the  same  sense  as  authors  or  art- 
ists are  public  men;  but  an  injunction  was 
granted  as  to  the  publication  of  the  picture 
upon  the  ground  that  the  publisher  had 
obtained  a  copy  of  the  photograph  upon  cer- 
tain conditions,  and  the  publication  would 
be  a  violation  of  those  conditions.  Subse- 
quently a  motion  was  made  to  dissolve  the 
injunction  on  the  ground  that  the  photo- 
graph from  which  the  copies  were  made  was 
not  obtained  in  the  manner  above  referred 
to,  but  from  a  copy  which  was  obtained  in 
a  lawful  way;  and  the  injunction  was  dis- 
solved upon  the  ground  that  neither  a  pub- 
lic character,  nor  his  family  after  his  death, 
has  a  right  to  enjoin  the  publication  of  his 
portrait,  when  the  publication  would  not  be 
a  violation  of  a  contract  or  a  breach  of 
trust  or  confidence.  Judge  Colt,  in  the 
opinion,  uses  this  language:  "Independent- 
ly of  the  question  of  contract,  I  believe  the 
law  to  be  that  a  private  individual  has 
a  right  to  be  protected  in  the  representa- 
tion of  his  portrait  in  any  form,  that  this 
is  a  property,  as  well  as  a  personal,  right, 
and  that  it  belongs  to  the  same  class  of 
rights  which  forbids  the  reproduction  of  a 
private  manuscript  or  painting,  or  the  pub- 
lication of  private  letters,  or  of  oral  lecture.s 
delivered  by  a  teacher  to  his  class,  or  the 
revelation  of  the  contents  of  a  merchant's 
books  by  a  clerk."  Corliss  v.  E.  W.  Walker 
Co.  31  L.  R.  A.  283,  57  Fed.  434,  64  Fed. 
280.  It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  ruling  in 
this  case  goes  no  further  than  that  a  pub- 
lic character  has  so  waived  his  right  of 
privacy,  if  he  ever  had  it,  as  to  authorize 
the  publication  of  his  life  and  his  picture, 
not  only  without  his  consent,  but  also  with- 
out the  consent  of  his  family  after  hia 
death,  when  there  is  nothing  in  the 
biography  or  the  picture  which  will  reflect 
discredit  upon  the  subject. 

In  1894,  in  Murray  v.  Gast  lAthogiaphic 
d  Engraving  Co,  8  Misc.  36,  28  N.  Y.  Supp. 
271, — ^a  case  decided  by  the  court  of  com- 
mon pleas  of  New  York  city  and  county, — 
it  was  held  that  a  person  cannot  sue  to  en- 
join the  publication  of  a  portrait  of  his 
infant  child,  or  for  damages  caused  thereby. 
This  decision  was  undoubtedly  correct,  for, 
if  there  was  any  right  to  sue  for  a  violation 
of  the  right  of  privacy,  the  cause  of  action 
was  in  the  child,  and  not  in  the  parent. 

In   1895  the  case  of  Schuyler    v.    Curtis 
reached  the  court  of  appeals  of  New  York, 
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and  the  judgment  of  the  lower  court  was 
reversed.  147  N.  Y.  436,  31  L.  R.  A.  286,. 
49  Am.  St.  Rep.  671,  42  N.  E.  22.  It  was 
lield  that,  if  any  right  of  privacy,  in  so 
far  as  it  includes  the  right  to  prevent  the 
public  from  making  pictures  or  statues 
commemorative  of  the  worth  and  services  of 
the  subject,  exists  at  all,  it  does  not  survive 
after  death,  and  cannot  be  enforced  by  the 
relatives  of  the  deceased.  The  opinion  was 
delivered  by  Judge  Peckham,  in  the  course 
of  which  he  uses  this  language:  "If  the  de- 
fendants had  projected  such  a  work  in  the 
lifetime  of  Mrs.  Schuyler,  it  would,  per- 
haps, have  been  a  violation  of  her  indi- 
vidual right  of  privacy,  because  it  might  be 
contended  that  she  had  never  occupied  such 
a  position  towards  the  public  as  would  have 
authorized  such  action  by  anyone  so  long 
as  it  was  in  opposition  to  her  wishes." 
Judge  Gray  dissented,  saying  in  his  opin- 
ion :  "I  cannot  see  why  the  right  of  privacy 
is  not  a  form  of  property,  as  much  as  is  the 
right  of  complete  immunity  of  one's  per- 
son." This  case  settles  nothing  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  right  of  privacy,  but  merely 
rules  that,  if  it  exists  at  all,  it  is  a  personal 
right,  and  dies  with  the  person. 

In  Atkinson  v.  John  E,  Doherty  d  Co.  121 
Mich.  372,  46  L.  R.  A.  219,  80  Am.  St.  Rep. 
507,  80  N.  W.  285,— a  case  decided  in  1899, 
— the  supreme  court  of  Michigan  held  that 
the  use  of  the  name  and  likeness  of  a  de- 
ceased person  as  a  label  for  a  brand  of 
cigars  cannot  be  restrained  by  injunction, 
>^  long  as  they  do  not  constitute  a  libel. 
Many,  if  not  at  all,  the  cases  above  referred 
to.  in  reference  to  the  right  of  privacy,  are 
mentioned  and  reviewed  in  this  case.  While 
this  decision  apparently  lays  down  the 
broad  proposition  that  the  right  of  privacy 
does  not  exist  to  such  an  extent  as-  to  pro- 
hibit one  from  publishing  the  picture  of  an- 
other without  his  consent,  in  reality  the 
only  question  necessary  to  have  been  decided 
was  whether  this  right  of  privacy  was 
personal,  and  died  with  the  person;  and 
therefore  the  decision,  on  its  facts,  is 
authoritative  no  further  than  the  decision 
of  the  New  York  court  of  appeals  in 
f^rhuyler  t.  Curtis,  While  the  right  of 
privacy  is  personal,  and  may  die  with  the 
person,  we  do  not  desire  to  be  understood  as 
asjienting  to  the  proposition  that  the  rela- 
tives of  the  deceased  cannot,  in  a  proper 
case,  protect  the  memory  of  their  kinsman, 
not  only  from  defamation,  but  also  from  an 
invasion  into  the  affairs  of  his  private  life 
after  his  death.  This  question  is  not  now 
involved,  but  we  do  not  wish  anything  said 
to  be  understood  as  committing  us  in  any 
vay  to  the  doctrine  that,  against  the  con- 
**nt  of  relatives,  the  private  affairs  of  a 
deceased  person  may  be  published,  and  his 
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picture  or  statue  exhibited.  We  call  at- 
tention to  the  ruling  in  Jacobus  v.  Congre- 
gation of  Children  of  Israel,  107  Ga.  518,  73 
Am.  St.  Rep.  141,  33  S.  E.  853,  that  dam- 
ages may  be  recovered  by  the  relative  of  a 
deceased  person,  who  is  the  owner  of  an 
easement  of  burial  in  a  cemetery  lot,  for  the 
disinterment  of  the  dead  body,  and  that,  if 
the  injury  has  been  wanton  and  malicious, 
or  the  result  of  gross  negligence  and  a  reck- 
less disregard  of  the  rights  of  others,  ex- 
emplary damages  may  be  awarded,  in  esti- 
mating which  the  injury  to  the  natural 
feelings  of  the  plaintiff  may  be  taken  into 
consideration.  If  damages  for  wounded 
feelings  can  be  recovered  in  such  a  case  for 
the  wanton  removal  of  the  bleaching  bones 
of  the  deceased  relative,  it  would  seem, 
for  a  stronger  reason,  that  such  damages 
ought  to  be  allowed  to  be  recovered  when 
those  matters  which  the  deceased  had  jeal- 
ously guarded  from  the  public  during  his 
lifetime,  and  his  portrait,  which  was  like- 
wise protected  from  the  public  gaze,  are 
made  public  property  after  his  death. 

In  Roberaon  v.  Rochester  Folding  Box  Co. 
(1901)  64  App.  Div.  30,  71  N.  Y.  Supp.  876, 
decided  by  the  appellate  division  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  New  York,  it  appeared  that 
lithographic  likenesses  of  a  young  woman, 
bearing  the  words  "Flour  of  the  Family," 
were,  without  her  consent,  printed  and  used 
by  a  flour-milling  company  to  advertise  its 
goods.  The  declaration  alleged  that  in 
consequence  of  the  circulation  of  such  litho- 
graphs the  plaintiff's  good  name  had  been 
attacked,  and  she  had  been  greatly  hu- 
miliated and  made  sick,  and  been  obliged  to 
employ  a  physician,  and  prayed  for  an  in- 
junction against  the  further  use  of  the 
lithographs,  and  for  damages.  It  was  held 
that  the  declaration  was  not  demurrable. 
It  was  also  held  that,  if  a  right  of  property 
was  necessary  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to 
maintain  the  action,  the  case  might  stand 
upon  the  right  of  property  which  everyone 
has  in  his  own  body.  This  case  came  be- 
fore the  court  of  appeals  of  New  York  in 
1902,  and  the  judgment  was  reversed.  171 
N.  Y.  540,  59  L.  R.  A.  478,  89  Am.  St.  Rep. 
828,  64  N.  E.  442.  This  is  the  first  and 
only  decision  by  a  court  of  last  resort  in- 
volving the  existence  of  a  right  of  privacy. 
The  decision  was  by  a  divided  court;  Chief 
Judge  Parker  and  three  of  the  associate 
judges  concurring  in  a  ruling  that  the 
complaint  set  forth  no  cause  of  action, 
either  at  law  or  in  equity,  while  Judge 
Gray,  with  whom  concurred  two  of  the  as- 
sociate judges,  filed  a  dissenting  opinion, 
in  which  it  was  maintained  that  the  in- 
junction should  have  been  granted.  While 
the  ruling  of  the  majority  is  limited  in  its 
effect  to  the  unwarranted  publication  of 
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the  picture  of  another  for  advertising  pur- 
poses, the  reasoning  of  Judge  Parker  goes^ 
to  the  extent  of  denying  the  existence  in 
the  law  of  a  right  of  privacy,  "founded  upon 
the  claim  that  a  man  has  the  right  to  pass 
through  this  world  .  .  .  without  having 
his  picture  published,  his  business  enter- 
prises discussed,  ...  or  his  eccentricities 
commented  upon,  .  .  .  whether  the 
comment  be  favorable  or  otherwise."  The 
reasoning  of  the  majority  is,  in  substance, 
that  there  is  no  decided  case,  either  in  Eng- 
land or  in  this  country,  in  which  such  a 
right  is  distinctly  recognized;  that  every- 
case  that  might  be  relied  on  to  establish 
the  right  was  placed  expressly  upon  other 
grounds,  not  involving  the  application  of 
this  right  in  any  sense;  that  the  right  is 
not  referred  to  by  the  commentators  and 
writers  upon  the  common  law  or  the  princi- 
ples of  equity;  that  the  existence  of  the 
right  is  not  to  be  legitimately  inferred  from 
anything  that  is  said  by  any  of  such  writers; 
and  that  a  recognition  of  the  existence  of 
the  right  would  bring  about  a  vast  amount 
of  litigation;  and  that  in  many  instances 
where  the  right  would  be  asserted  it  would 
be  difficult,  if  not  impossible,  to  determine 
l'»o  Mil.,  of  doiimroation  between  the  plain- 
tiff's right  of  privacy  and  the  well-estab- 
lished rights  of  others  and  of  the  public. 
For  those  reasons  the  conclusion  is  reached 
that  the  right  does  not  exist,  has  never 
existed,  and  cannot  be  enforced  as  a  legal 
right.  We  have  no  fault  to  find  with  what 
is  said  by  the  distinguished  and  learned 
judge  who  voiced  the  views  of  the  majority 
as  to  the  existence  of  decided  cases,  and 
agree  with  him  in  his  analysis  of  the 
various  cases  which  he  reviews, — ^that  the 
judgment  in  each  was  based  upon  other 
grounds  than  the  existence  of  a  right  of 
privacy.  We  also  agree  with  him  so  far  as 
he  asserts  that  the  writers  upon  the  com- 
mon law  and  the  principles  of  equity  do  not 
in  express  terms  refer  to  this  right.  But 
we  are  utterly  at  variance  with  him  in  his 
conclusion  that  the  existence  of  this  right 
cannot  be  legitimately  inferred  from  what 
has  been  said  by  coininentators  upon  the 
legal  rights  of  individuals,  and  from  ex- 
pressions which  have  fallen  from  judges  in 
their  reasoning  in  cases  where  the  exercise 
of  the  right  was  not  directly  involved.  So 
far  as  the  judgment  in  the  case  is  based 
upon  the  argument  ab  inconvenienti,  all 
that  is  necessary  to  be  said  is  that  this 
argument  has  no  place  in  the  case  if  the 
right  invoked  has  an  existence  in  the  law. 
But  if  it  were  proper  to  use  this  argu- 
ment at  all,  it  could  be  said  with  great 
force  that  as  to  certain  matters  the  indi- 
vidual feels  and  knows  that  he  has  a  right 
to  exercise  the  liberty  of  privacy,  and  that 
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he  has  a  right  to  resent  any  invasion  of  this 
liberty,  and,  if  the  law  will  not  protect  him 
against  invasion,  the  individual  will,  to 
protect  himself  and  those  to  whom  he  owes 
protection,  use  those  weapons  with  which 
nature  has  provided  him^  as  well  as  those 
which  the  ingenuity  of  man  has  placed  with- 
in his  reach.  Thus  the  peace  and  good  order 
of  society  would  be  disturbed  by  each  in- 
dividual becoming  a  law  unto  himself  to  de- 
termine when  and  under  what  circumstances 
he  should  avenge  the  outrage  which  has 
been  perpetrated  upon  him  or  a  member  of 
his  family.  The  true  lawyer,  when  called 
to  the  discharge  of  judicial  functions^  has 
in  all  times,  as  a  general  rule,  displayed 
remarkable  conservatism;  and,  wherever  it 
was  legally  possible  to  base  a  judgment 
upon  principles  which  had  been  recognized 
by  a  long  course  of  judicial  decision,  this 
has  been  done,  in  preference  to  applying  a 
principle  which  might  be  considered  novel. 
It  was  for  this  reason  that  the  numerous 
cases,  both  in  England  and  in  this  country, 
which  really  protected  the  right  of  privacy, 
were  not  placed  upon  the  existence  of  this 
right,  but  were  allowed  to  rest  upon  prin- 
ciples derived  from  the  law  of  property, 
trust,  and  contract.  Any  candid  mind  will, 
however,  be  compelled  to  concede  that,  in 
order  to  give  relief  in  many  of  those  cases, 
it  required  a  severe  strain  to  bring  them 
within  the  recognized  rules  which  were 
sought  to  be  applied.  The  desire  to  avoid 
the  novelty  of  recognizing  a  principle  which 
had  not  been  theretofore  recognized  was 
avoided  in  such  cases  by  the  novelty  of 
straining  a  well- recognized  principle  to 
cover  a  state  of  facts  to  which  it  had  never 
before  been  applied.  This  conservatism  of 
the  judiciary  has  sometimes  xmconsciously 
led  judges  to  the  conclusion  that,  In'cau.m* 
the  case  was  novel,  the  right  claimed  did 
not  exist.  With  all  due  respect  to  Chief 
Judge  Parker  and  his  associates  who  con- 
curred with  him,  we  think  the  conclusion 
reached  by  them  was  the  result  of  an  un- 
conscious yielding  to  the  feeling  of  con- 
servatism which  naturally  arises  in  the 
mind  of  a  judge  who  faces  a  proposition 
which  is  novel.  The  valuable  influence  upon 
society  and  upon  the  welfare  of  the  public 
of  the  conservatism  of  the  lawyer,  whether 
at  the  bar  or  upon  the  bench,  cannot  be 
overestimated;  but  this  conservatism 
should  not  go  to  the  extent  of  refusing  to 
recognize  a  right  which  the  instincts  of 
nature  prove  to  exist,  and  which  nothing  in 
judicial  decision,  legal  history,  or  writings 
upon  the  law  can  be  called  to  demonstrate 
its  nonexistence  as  a  legal  right. 

We  think  that  what  should  have  been  a 
proper  judgment  in  the  liohrrson  Case  was 
that  contended  for  by  Judge  Gray  in  his  dis- 
Digitized  by  VjOC 


ID05. 


Favesich  v.  New  England  Life  Ins.  Ck>. 


113 


^ntin^  opinion,  from  which  we  quote  as 
follows: 

"The  right  of  privacy,  or  the  right  of  the 
indiiridual  to  be  let  alone,  is  a  personal 
right,  which  is  not  without  judicial  recogni- 
tion. It  is  the  complement  of  the  right  to 
the  immunity  of  one's  person.  The  indi- 
vidual has  always  been  entitled  to  be  pro- 
tected in  the  exclusive  use  and  enjoyment 
of  that  which  is  his  own.  The  common  law 
regarded  his  person  and  property  as  in- 
violate, and  he  has  the  absolute  right  to  be 
let  alone.  Cooley,  Torts,  p.  29.  The  princi- 
ple is  fundamental  and  essential  in  organ- 
ized society  that  everyone,  in  exercising  a 
personal  right  and  in  the  use  of  his 
property,  shall  respect  the  rights  and 
properties  of  others.  He  must  so  conduct 
himself,  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  rights  and 
privil^es  which  belong  to  him  as  a  mem- 
ber of  society,  as  that  he  shall  prejudice 
no  one  in  the  possession  and  enjoyment  of 
those  which  are  exclusively  his.  When,  as 
here,  there  is  an  alleged  invasion  of  some 
personal  right  or  privilege,  the  absence  of 
exact  precedent,  and  the  fact  that  early 
commentators  upon  the  common  law  have 
no  discussion  upon  the  subject,  are  of  no 
material  importance  in  awarding  equitable 
relief.  That  the  exercise  of  the  preventive 
power  of  a  court  of  equity  is  demanded  in 
a  novel  case  is  not  a  fatal  objection.     .     .     . 

"As  I  have  suggested,  that  the  exercise  of 
this  peculiar  preventive  power  of  a  court  of 
equity  is  not  found  in  some  precisely  anal- 
ogous case  furnishes  no  valid  objection  at 
all  to  the  assumption  of  jurisdiction,  if  the 
particular  circumstances  of  the  case  show 
the  performance,  or  the  threatened  perform- 
ance, of  an  act  by  a  defendant  which  is 
wrongful,  because  constituting  an  invasion, 
in  some  novel  form,  of  a  right  to  some- 
thing which  is,  or  should  be,  conceded  to  be 
the  plaintiff's,  and  as  to  which  the  law  pro- 
vides no  adequate  remedy.  It  would  be  a 
justifiable  exercise  of  power,  whether  the 
principle  of  interference  be  rested  upon 
analogy  to  some  established  common-law 
principle,  or  whether  it  is  one  of  natural 
justice.     .     .     . 

"Instantaneous  photography  is  a  modern 
invention,  and  affords  the  means  of  securing 
a  portraiture  of  an  individual's  face  and 
form  in  invitum  their  owner.  While,  so 
far  forth  as  it  merely  does  that,  although  a 
species  of  aggression,  I  concede  it  to  be  an 
irremediable  and  irrepressible  feature  of  the 
"rfKTal  evolution.  But  if  it  is  to  be  permit- 
t<Ki  that  the  portraiture  may  be  put  to  com- 
mercial or  other  uses  for  gain,  by  the  publi- 
cation of  prints  therefrom,  then  an  act  of 
invasion  of  the  individual's  privacy  results, 
possibly  more  formidable  and  more  painful 
in  its  consequences  than  an  actual  bodily 
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assault  might  be.  Security  of  person  is  as 
necessary  as  the  security  of  property,  and 
for  that  complete  personal  security  which 
will  result  in  the  peaceful  and  wholesome 
enjoyment  of  one's  privileges  as  a  member 
of  society  there  should  be  afforded  pro- 
tection, not  only  against  the  scandalous 
portraiture  and  display  of  one's  features 
and  person,  but  against  the  .display  and  use 
thereof  for  another's  commercial  purposes 
or  gain.  The  proposition  is  to  me  an  in- 
conceivable one  that 'these  defendants  may 
unauthorizedly  use  the  likeness  of  this 
young  woman  upon  their  advertisement  as 
a  method  of  attracting  widespread  public 
attention  to  their  wares,  and  that  she  must 
submit  to  the  mortifying  notoriety,  without 
right  to  invoke  the  exercise  of  the  pre- 
ventive power  of  a  court  of  equity.  Such  a 
view,  as  it  seems  to  me,  must  have  been  un- 
duly influenced  by  a  failure  to  find  prece- 
dents in  analogous  cases,  or  some  declara- 
tion by  the  great  commentators  upon  the 
law  of  a  common-law  principle  which  would 
precisely  apply  to  and  govern  the  action, 
without  taking  into  consideration  that,  in 
the  existing  state  of  society,  new  conditions 
affecting  the  relations  of  persons  demand 
the  broader  extension  of  those  legal  princi- 
ples which  underlie  the  immunity  of  one's 
person  from  attacl^  I  think  that  such  a 
view  is  unduly  restricted,  too,  by  a  search 
for  some  property  which  has  been  invaded 
by  the  defendants'  acts.  Property  is  not 
necessarily  the  thing  itself  which  is  owned. 
It  is  the  right  of  the  owner  in  relation  to 
it.  The  right  to  be  protected  in  one's  pos- 
session of  a  thing,  or  in  one's  privileges  be- 
longing to  him  as  an  individual,  or  secured 
to  him  as  a  member  of  the  commonwealth, 
is  property,  and,  as  such,  entitled  to  the 
protection  of  the  law.  The  protective  power 
of  equity  is  not  exercised  upon  the  tangible 
thing,  but  upon  the  right  to  enjoy  it,  and  so 
it  is  called  forth  for  the  protection  of  the 
right  to  that  which  is  one's  exclusive  pos- 
session, as  a  property  right.  It  seems  to 
me  that  the  principle  which  is  applicable  is 
analogous  to  that  upon  which  courts  of 
equity  have  interfered  to  protect  the  right 
of  privacy  in  cases  of  private  writings,  or 
of  other  unpublished  products  of  the 
mind.     .     .     . 

"I  think  that  this  plaintiff  has  the  same 
property  in  the  right  to  be  protected  against 
the  use  of  her  face  for  defendants'  com- 
mercial purposes  as  she  would  have  if  they 
were  publishing  her  literary  compositions. 
The  right  would  be  conceded  if  she  had  sat 
for  her  photograph,  but,  if  her  face  or  her 
portraiture  has  a  value,  the  value  is  hers 
exclusively  until  the  use  be  granted  away 
to  the  public.  Any  other  princinte^  of^&f 
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cision,  in  my  opinion,  is  as  repugnant  to 
equity  as  it  is  shocking  to  reason.     .     .     . 

"The  right  to  grant  the  injunction  does 
not  depend  upon  the  existence  of  the 
property  which  one  has  in  some  contractual 
form.  It  depends  upon  the  existence  of 
property  in  any  right  which  belongs  to  a 
person.     .     .     . 

"It  would  be,  in  my  opinion,  an  extraor- 
dinary view,  which,  while  conceding  the 
right  of  a  person  to  be  protected  against  the 
unauthorized  circulation  of  an  unpublished 
lecture,  letter,  drawing,  or  other  ideal 
property,  yet  would  deny  the  same  pro- 
tection to  a  person  whose  portrait  was  un- 
authorizedly  obtained  and  made  use  of  for 
commercial  purposes.  The  injury  to  the 
plaintiff  is  irreparable,  because  she  cannot 
be  wholly  compensated  in  damages  for  the 
'  various  consequences  entailed  by  defendants' 
acts.  The  only  complete  relief  is  an  in- 
junction restraining  their  continuance. 
Whether^  as  incidental  to  that  equitable  re- 
lief, she  should  be  able  to  recover  only 
nominal  damages,  is  not  material,  for  the 
issuance  of  the  injunction  does  not,  in  such 
a  case,  doposd  upon  the  amount  of  the 
damages,  in  dollars  and  cents." 

The  effect  of  the  reasoning  of  the  learned 
judge  whose  words  have  just  been  quoted 
is  to  establish  conclusively  the  correctness 
of  the  conclusion  whicji  we  have  reached, 
and  we  prefer  to  adopt  as  our  own  his 
reasoning,  in  his  own  words,  rather  than  to 
paraphrase  them  into  our  own. 

The  decision  of  the  court  of  appeals  of 
New  York  in  the  Roberaon  Case  gave  rise  to 
numerous  ancles  in  the  different  law  maga- 
zines of  high  standing  in  the  country, — some 
by  the  editors  and  others  by  contributors. 
In  some  the  conclusion  of  the  majority  of 
the  court  was  approved,  in  others  the  views 
of  the  dissenting  judges  were  commended, 
and  in  still  others  the  case  and  similar 
cases  were  referred  to  as  apparently  estab- 
lishing that  the  claim  of  the  majority  was 
correct,  but  regret  was  expressed  that  the 
necessity  was  such  that  the  courts  could  not 
recognize  the  right  asserted.  An  editorial 
in  the  American  Law  Review  (volume  36, 
p.  636)  said:  "The  decision  under  review 
shocks  and  wounds  the  ordinary  sense  of 
justice  of  mankind.  We  have  heard  it  al- 
luded to  only  in  terms  of  regret."  There 
were  also  articles  referring  to  other  cases 
cited  which  deal  with  the  question  as  to  the 
existence  of  a  right  of  privacy.  See  36  Am. 
Law  Rev.  614,  634;  34  Am.  Law  Reg.  N.  S. 
134;  41  Am.  Law  Reg.  N.  S.  669;  1  CoL 
Law  Rev.  491 ;  2  Col.  Law  Rev.  437 ;  44  Alb. 
L.  J.  428;  55  Cent.  L.  J.  123;  57  Cent.  L.  J. 
361.  See  also  North  American  Review 
(September,  1002),  361;  22  Am.  &,  Eng. 
Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1311;  note  to  Roberson 
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v.  Rochester  Folding  Box  Co.  89  Am.  St. 
Rep.  844;  note  to  Corliss  v.  E.  W.  Walker 
Co.  31  L.  R.  A.  283.  Articles  on  the  subject 
of  the  right  of  privacy  have  also  appeared 
in  12  Yale  L.  J.  36;  24*  Nat.  Corp.  Rep.  709 ; 
25  Nat.  Corp.  Rep.  183,  416;  6  Law  Notes, 
79;  and  Case  and  Comment;  36  Chicago 
Legal  News,  126  (July,  1902)  ;  but  these 
articles  were  not  accessible  to  us  at  the 
time  this  opinion  was  written. 

As  we  have  already  said,  cases  may  arise 
where  it  is  difficult  to  determine  on  which 
side  of  the  line  of  demarcation  which  sep- 
arates the  right  of  privacy  from  the  well- 
established  rights  of  others  they  are  to  be 
found;  but  we  have  little  difficulty  in  ar- 
riving at  the  conclusion  that  the  present 
case  is  one  in  which  it  has  been  established 
that  the  right  of  privacy  has  been  invaded, 
and  invaded  by  one  who  cannot  claim  ex- 
emption under  the  constitutional  guaranties 
of  freedom  of  speech  and  of  the  press.  The 
form  and  features  of  the  plaintiff  are  his 
own.  The  defendant  insurance  company 
and  its  agent  had  no  more  authority  to  dis- 
play them  in  public  for  the  purpose  of  ad- 
vertising the  business  in  which  they  were 
engaged  than  they  would  have  had  to  compel 
the  plaintiff  to  place  himself  upon  exhibition 
for  this  purpose.  The  latter  procedure 
would  have  been  unauthorized  and  unjusti- 
fiable, as  everyone  will  admit,  and  the  for- 
mer was  equally  an  invasion  of  the  rights  of 
his  person.  Nothing  appears  from  which 
it  is  to  be  inferred  that  the  plaintiff  has 
waived  his  right  to  determine  himself  where 
his  picture  should  be  displayed  in  favor  of 
the  advertising  right  of  tlie  defendants.  The 
mere  fact  that  he  is  an  artist  does  not  of 
itself  establish  a  waiver  of  this  right,  so 
that  his  pioture  might  be  used  for  adver- 
tising purposes.  If  he  displayed  in  public 
his  works  as  an  artist,  he  would,  of  course, 
subject  his  works  and  his  character  as  an 
artist,  and  possibly  his  character  and 
conduct  as  a  man,  to  such  scrutiny  and 
criticism  as  would  be  legitimate  and  proper 
to  determine  whether  he  was  entitled  to 
rank  as  an  artist,  and  should  be  accorded 
recognition  as  such  by  the  public.  liut  it 
is  by  no  means  clear  that  even  this  would 
have  authorized  the  publication  of  his 
picture.  The  constitutional  right  to  speak 
and  print  does  not  necessarily  carry  with  it 
the  right  to  reprpduce  the  form  and  features 
of  man.  The  plaintiff  was  in  no  sense  a 
public  character,  even  if  a  different  rule  in 
regard  to  the  publication  of  one's  picture 
should  be  applied  to  such  characters.  It  ia 
not  necessary  in  this  case  to  hold — ^nor  are 
we  prepared  to  do  so — that  the  mere  fact 
that  a  roan  has  become  what  is  called  a  pub- 
lic character,  either  by  aspiring  to  public 
office,  or  by  holding    public    office,    or    by 
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exercising  a  profession  which  places  him  be- 
fore the  public,  or  by  engaging  in  a  busi- 
ness which  has  necessarily  a  public  nature, 
gives  to  everyone  the  right  to  print  and 
circulate  his  picture.  To  use  the  language 
of  Hooker,  J.,  in  Atkinson  v.  John  E. 
Doherty  d  Co,  121  Mich.  372,  46  L.  R.  A. 
219,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  507,  80  N.  W.  286: 
"We  are  loath  to  believe  that  the  man  who 
makes  himself  useful  to  mankind  sur- 
renders any  right  to  privacy  thereby,  or 
that,  because  he  permits  his  picture  to  be 
published  by  one  person  and  for  one  pur- 
pose, he  is  forever  thereafter  precluded 
from  enjoying  any  of  his  rights."  It  may 
be  that  the  aspirant  for  public  office,  or  one 
in  official  position,  impliedly  consents  that 
the  public  may  gaze,  not  only  upon  him,  but 
upon  his  picture,  but  we  are  not  prepared 
now  to  hold  that  even  this  is  true.  It  would 
seem  to  us  that  even  the  President  of  the 
Unit€d  States,  in  the  lofty  position  which 
he  occupies,  has  some  rights  in  reference  to 
matters  of  this  kind  which  he  does  not 
forfeit  by  aspiring  to  or  accepting  the  high- 
est office  within  the  gift  of  the  people  of  the 
several  states.  While  no  person  who  has 
ever  held  this  position,  and  probably  no 
person  who  has  ever  held  public  office,  has 
even  objected,  or  ever  will  object,  to  the  re- 
production of  his  picture  in  reputable 
newspapers,  magazines,  and  periodicals, 
still  it  cannot  be  that  the  mere  fact  that  a 
man  aspires  to  public  office  or  holds  public 
office  subjects  him  to  the  humiliation  and 
mortification  of  having  his  picture  dis- 
played in  places  where  he  would  never  go 
to  be  gazed  upon,  at  times  when,  and  under 
circumstances  where,  if  he  were  personally 
present,  the  sensibilities  of  his  nature  would 
be  severely  shocked.  If  one*s  picture  may 
be  used  by  another  for  advertising  purposes, 
it  may  be  reproduced  and  exhibited  any- 
where. If  it  may  be  used  in  a  newspaper,  it 
may  be  used  on  a  poster  or  a  placard.  It  may 
be  posted  upon  the  walls  of  private  dwellings 
or  upon  the  streets.  It  may  ornament  the  bar 
of  the  saloon  keeper  or  decorate  the  walls  of 
a  brothel.  By  becoming  a  member  of  society 
neither  man  nor  woman  can  be  presumed  to 
have  consented  to  such  uses  of  the  impres- 
sion of  their  faces  and  features  upon  paper 
or  upon  canvaa.  The  conclusion  reached  by 
OS  seems  to  be  so  thoroughly  in  accord  with 
natural  justice,  with  the  principles  of  the 
law  of  every  civilized  nation,  and  especial- 
ly with  the  elastic  principles  of  the  com- 
mon law,  and  so  thoroughly  in  harmony 
with  those  principles  as  molded  under  the 
influence  of  American  institutions,  that  it 
seems  strange  to  us  that  not  only  four  of 
the  judges  of  one  of  the  most  distinguished 
and  learned  courts  of  the  Union,  but  also 
lawvers  of  learning  and  ability,  have  found 
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an  insurmountable  stumbling  block  in  the 
path  that  leads  to  a  recognition  of  the  right 
which  would  give  to  persons  like  the  plain- 
tiff in  this  case  and  the  young  woman  in  the 
Roherson  Case  redress  for  the  legal  wrong, 
or  what  is  by  some  of  the  law  writers  called 
the  outrage,  perpetrated  by  the  unauthor- 
ized use  of  their  pictures  for  advertising 
purposes. 

What  we  have  ruled  cannot  be  in  any 
sense  construed  as  an  abridgment  of  the 
liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press  as  guar- 
anteed in  the  Constitution.  Whether  the 
reproduction  of  a  likeness  of  another  which 
is  free  from  caricature  can  in  any  sense  be 
declared  to  be  an  exercise  of  the  right  to 
publish  one's  sentiments,  certain  it  is  that 
one  who,  merely  for  advertising  purposes, 
and  from  mercenary  motives,  publishes  the 
likeness  of  another  without  his  consent,  can- 
not be  said,  in  so  doing,  to  have  exercised 
the  right  to  publish  his  sentiments.  The 
publication  of  a  good  likeness  of  another, 
accompanying  a  libelous  article,  would  give 
a  right  of  action.  The  publication  of  a 
caricature  is  generally,  if  not  always,  a 
libel.  Whether  the  right  to  print  a  good 
likeness  of  another  is  an  incident  to  a  right 
to  express  one's  sentiments  in  reference  to 
a  subject  with  which  the  person  whose  like- 
ness is  published  is  connected,  is  a  question 
upon  which  we  cannot,  under  the  present 
record,  make  any  authoritative  decision; 
but  it  would  seem  that  a  holding  that  the 
publication  of  a  likeness  under  such  circum- 
stances without  the  consent  of  the  person 
whose  likeness  is  published  would  be  giving 
to  the  word  "sentiment"  a  very  extended 
meaning.  The  use  of  a  pen  portrait  might 
be  allowable  in  some  cases  where  the  use 
of  an  actual  portrait  was  not  permissible. 
There  is  in  the  publication  of  one's  picture 
for  advertising  purposes  not  the  slightest 
,  semblance  of  an  expression  of  an  idea,  a 
thought,  or  an  opinion,  within  the  meaning 
of  the  constitutional  provision  which  guar- 
antees to  a  person  the  right  to  publish  his 
sentiments  on  any  subject.  Such  conduct 
is  not  embraced  within  the  liberty  to  print, 
but  is  a  serious  invasion  of  one's  right  of 
privacy,  and  may  in  many  cases,  according 
to  the  circumstances  of  the  publication  and 
the  uses  to  which  it  is  put,  cause  damages 
to  flow  which  are  irreparable  in  their 
nature.  The  knowledge  that  one's  features 
and  form  are  being  used  for  such  a  purpose, 
and  displayed  in  such  places  as  such  adver- 
tisements are  often  liable  to  be  found, 
brings  not  only  the  person  of  an  extremely 
sensitive  nature,  but  even  the  individual  of 
ordinary  sensibility,  to  a  realization  that 
his  liberty  has  been  taken  away  from  him; 
and,  as  long  as  the  advertiser  uses  him  for 
these  purposes,  he  cannot  be  otlr^¥^4se  than 
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conscious  of  the  fact  that  he  is  for  the  time 
being  under  the  control  of  another^  that  he 
is  no  longer  free,  and  that  he  is  in  reality  a 
slave,  without  hope  of  freedom,  held  to 
service  by  a  merciless  master;  and  if  a  man 
of  true  instincts,  or  even  of  ordinary  sensi- 
bilities, no  one  can  be  more  conscious  of 
his  enthrallment  than  he  is. 

So  thoroughly  satisfied  are  we  that  the 
law  recognizes,  within  proper  limits,  as  a 
legal  right,  the  right  of  privacy,  and  that 
the  publication  of  one's  picture  without  his 
consent  by  another  as  an  advertisement,  for 
the  mere  purpose  of  increasing  the  profits 
and  gains  of  the  advertiser,  is  an  invasion 
of  tliis  right,  that  we  venture  to  predict 
that  the  day  will  come  that  the  American 
bar  will  marvel  that  a  contrary  view  was 
ever  entertained  by  judges  of  eminence  and 
ability,  just  as  in  the  present  day  we  stand 
amazed  that  Lord  Coke  should  have  com- 
bated with  all  the  force  of  his  vigorous 
nature  the  proposition  that  the  court  of 
chancery  had  jurisdiction  to  entertain  an 
application  for  injunction  to  restrain  the 
enforcement  of  a  common-law  judgment 
which  had  been  obtained  by  fraud,  and  that 
Lord  Hale,  with  perfect  composure  of  man- 
ner and  complete  satisfaction  of  soul,  im- 
posed the  death  jjenalty  for  witchcraft  upon 
Ignorant  and  harmless  women. 

13-15.  It  is  now  to  be  determined 
whether  what  may  be  called  the  first  count 
in  the  petition  set  forth  a  cause  of  action 
for  libel,  as  against  a  general  demurrer. 
The  publication  did  not  mention  the  plain- 
tiff's name,  but  it  did  contain  a  likeness  of 
him  that  his  friends  and  acquaintances 
would  readily  recognize  as  his,  and  the 
words  of  the  publication  printed  under  the 
likeness  were  put  into  the  mouth  of  him 
whose  likeness  was  published.  It  was,  so 
far  as  his  friends  and  acquaintances  were 
concerned,  the  same  as  if  his  name  had  been 
signed  to  the  printed  words.  In  these 
words  he  was  made  to  say,  in  efl'cct,  that 
lie  had  secured  insurance  with  the  defendant 
company;  that  on  this  account  his  family 
wore  protected,  and  he  was  receiving  an  in- 
come from  an  annual  dividend  on  paid-up 
policies.  These  words  are  harmless  in 
themselves.  Standing  alone,  they  contain 
nothing,  and  carry  no  inference  of  anything 
tliat  is  disgraceful,  to  be  ashamed  of,  or 
calculated  to  bring  one  into  reproach. 
When,  in  an  action  for  libel,  the  words  de- 
clared on  are  harmless  in  themselves,  and 
tlie  petition  alleges  no  extrinsic  fact  which 
would  show  that  the  words  might  be  taken 
in  other  than  their  ordinary  sense,  a  cause 
of  action  for  a  libel  is  not  sufliciently  set 
forth,  ateioart  v.  ^VUson,  23  Minn.  449. 
If,  in  the  light  of  extrinsic  facts,  words  ap- 
parently harmless  are  such  as  to  convey  to 
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the  mind  of  the  reader  who  is  acquainted 
with  the  extrinsic  facts  a  meaning  which 
will  be  calculated  to  expose  ^he  person 
about  whom  the  words  are  used  to  contempt 
or  ridicule,  then  such  harmless  words  be- 
come libelous,  and  an  action  is  well  brought, 
although  no  special  damages  may  be  all^;ed. 
Behre  v.  Vaiional  Cash  Register  Co.  100 
Ga.  213,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  320,  27  S.  E.  980  ; 
Holmes  v.  Clisby,  118  Ga.  823,  45  S.  E.  684 ; 
Central  R,  Co.  v.  Sheftall,  118  Ga.  865,  45 
S.  E.  687. 

It  is  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  did  not 
have,  and  never  had  had,  a  policy  of  insur- 
ance with  the  defendant  company,  and  that 
this  fact  was  known  to  his  friends  and 
acquaintances.  In  the  light  of  these  alle- 
gations, the  words  attributed  to  the  plain- 
tiff become  absolutely  false,  and  those  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  facts,  upon  reading 
the  statement,  would  naturally  ask,  "For 
what  purpose  was  this  falsehood  written?" 
It  was  either  gratuitous,  or  it  was  for  a 
consideration;  and,  whichever  conclui^ion 
might  be  reached,  the  person  to  whom  the 
words  were  attributed  would  become  con- 
temptible in  the  mind  of  the  reader.  He 
would  become  at  once  a  self-confessed  liar. 
If  he  lied  gratuitously,  he  would  receive 
and  merit  the  contempt  of  all  persons  hav- 
ing a  correct  conception  of  moral  principles. 
If  he  lied  for  a  consideration,  he  would  be- 
come odious  to  every  decent  individual. 
Soe  Colrard  v.  Black ,  110  Ga.  643,  36  S.  E. 
80.  It  seems  clear  to  us  that  a  jury  could 
find  from  the  facts  alleged  that  the  publi- 
cation, in  the  light  of  the  extrinsic  facts, 
was  libelous,  and  the  plaintiff  was  entitled 
to  have  this  question  submitted  to  the  jury. 
Beazley  v.  Rcid,  68  Ga.  380;  Holmes  v. 
riisby,  121  Ga.  241,  104  Am.  St  Rep.  103, 
48  S.  E.  934. 

16.  Having  reached  the  conclusion  that 
each  count  in  the  petition  set  forth  a  cause 
of  action  as  against  a  general  demurrer,  it 
remains  now  to  be  determined  whether  any 
of  the  objections  raised  in  the  special  de- 
murrer were  well  taken.  It  is  said  that 
there  was  a  misjoinder  of  parties  in  that 
Adams  should  not  be  joined  with  the  other 
defendants,  or  either  of  them,  in  the  count 
for  libel  or  the  count  for  a  violation  of  the 
right  of  privacy.  The  allegations  of  the 
petition  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
three  defendants  were  joint  wrongdoers,  and 
were  therefore  not  improperly  joined  in  the 
same  action.  A  further  objection  was  tliat 
there  was  a  misjoinder  of  causes  of  action, 
in  that  there  was  an  attempt  to  join  a  cause 
of  action  ex  delicto  (the  libel)  with  a  cause 
of  action  ex  contractu  (the  violation  of  the 
right  of  privacy).  While  the  petition  does 
allege  that  the  violation  of  the  right  of 
privacy  was  the  result^  a  breach  of  trust 
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or  confidence  reposed  in  Adams,  still  it  is 
ilistinctly  charged  that  it  is  a  trespass  upon 
hh  right  of  privacy;  and,  construing  the 
petition  as  a  whole,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
pleader  intended  to  bring  an  action  for  a 
tort.  It  was  further  objected  that  no  facts 
were  alleged  from  which  the  charge  of 
malice  can  be  legally  drawn,  and  that  it  did 
not  appear  from  the  allegations  of  the  peti- 
tion that  any  ridicule  befell  petitioner  by 
reason  of  the  publication.  The  publication, 
in  the  light  of  the  extrinsic  facts,  being  a 
libel,  the  law  would  infer  malice,  and  it  was 
not  necessary  to  allege  that  any  ridicule  ac- 
tually befell  the  petitioner ;  all  that  is  neces- 
sary to  constitute  the  publication  a  libel  be- 
ing that  the  statements  should  be  of  such  a 
character  as  had  a  tendency  to  bring  the 
plaintiff  into  contempt  or  ridicule.  •The 
eourt  erred  in  dismissing  the  petition. 
Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


Willis  HOPKINS,  Impleaded,  etc.,  Plff.  in 
Err., 

V. 

STATE  of  Georgia. 
...Ga.... 


(. 


.) 


*Pla]rliiir  pool  under  an  agreement 
nmons  tbe  players  tikWLt  tke  one  los- 
Inir  the  irauie  shall  pay  for  the  use  of 

the  table  Is  betting  at  a  pool  table,  within  the 
meanlnff  of  Penal  Code  1895,  f  401,  providing 
that,  "If  anj  person  shall  .  .  .  bet  .  .  . 
at  any  .  .  .  pool  table,  he  shall  be 
KiiUtjr  of  a  misdemeanor."  The  fact  that 
the  state  Imposes  a  specific  tax  on  the  keeper 
of  a  pool  table  does  not  affect  the  question. 

(March  25,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Bartow 
County  to  review  a  judgment  convict^ 
in^  defendant  of  gaming.   Affirmed. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  IXT.  M«  Graham  and  W.  I. 
Heyward,    for  plaintiff  in  error: 

That  the  rules  of  the  game  require  the 
party  beaten  to  pay  the  table  fee  does  not 
eonstitute  playing  for  money. 

yvilliams  ▼.  State,  12  Smedes  t,  U.  oS; 
Pryor  v.  Com.  2  Dana,  298;  McAuly  v. 
Htatf,  7  Yerg.  626 ;  Oamer  v.  State,  5  Yerg. 

*Headnote  by  Fish,  P.  J. 


Note. — For  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
n  agreement  by  the  owners  of  race  horses  to 
diTide  etinally  all  premiums  and  stake  money 
offeitHl  on  races,  awarded  to  any  of  the  horses, 
is  not  void  as  a  wagering  contract,  see  Hank- 
mgs  T.  Ottlnger,  40  L.  R.  A.  76. 

A<  to  legality  of  betting  generally,  see  Bern- 
ard V.  Taylor,   18  L.  R.  A.  859,  and  note. 
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160;  Anthony  v.  State,  4  Humph.  85;  Iseley 
V.  State,  8  Blackf.  403;  Hale  v.  State,  8  Tox. 
171;  Jackson  v.  State,  4  Ind.  560;  Bar- 
baugh  v.  People,  40  111.  294;  Bleuoett  v. 
State,  34  Miss.  606;  People  v.  Sergeant,  8 
Cow.  140. 

To  constitute  gaming  one  must  expect 
profit  by  the  game. 

Bletcett  V.  State,  34  Miss.  614. 

Mr.  Sam  P.  Maddoz,  for  defendant  in 
error : 

Playing  for  the  price  of  the  game  is 
gambling. 

Desty,  Criminal  Law,  §  101  B;  State  v. 
Book,  41  Iowa,  550,  20  Am.  Rep.  609;  Ward 
V.  State,  17  Ohio  St.  32;  Mount  v.  State,  7 
Ind.  654;  State  v.  Bisliel,  39  Iowa,  42. 

That  such  tables  were  licensed  makes  no 
difference. 

State  V.  Boon,  R.  M.  Charlt.  (Ga.)   1. 

Fiah,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Willis  Hopkins,  Mose  Reed,  and  Creek 
Kincaid  were  indicted  for  playing  and  bet- 
ting "together  for  money  or  other  things  of 
value  at  a  pool  table."  On  the  trial  of  Hop- 
kins, the  witness  introduced  in  behalf  of  the 
state  testified  that  he  saw  Hopkins  and  the 
other  two  defendants  play  several  games  of 
pool  together,  at  the  time  and  place  charged 
in  the  indictment,  "The  price  of  each  game 
being  15  cents;  the  same  being  5  cents  a 
cue  for  each  player  using  a  cue.  Under 
an  agreement  between  the  players,  the  one 
losing  the  game — that  is,  the  one  putting 
the  least  number  of  balls  in  the  pockets — 
was  to  pay  for  the  game.  Several  games 
were  played  in  this  way,  the  losing  party 
always  paying  for  the  game.  The  pool  table 
was  run  and  owned  by  Henry  Kay,  but  he 
was  not  playing."  Hopkins  was  found 
guilty.  His  motion  for  a  new  trial  being 
overruled,  he  excepted. 

The  question  whether  playing  a  game 
such  as  billiards,  pool,  tenpins,  etc.,  under 
an  agreement  among  the  .players  that  the 
loser  is  to  pay  the  rent  or  charge  imposed 
by  the  keeper  of  the  table  or  alley  for  its 
use,  is  gaming,  has  never  been  decided  by 
this  court.  There  is  an  irreconcilable  con- 
flict of  authority  among  the  courts  of  other 
states  where  this  question  has  arisen.  In 
State  V.  Records,  4  Harr.  (Del.)  554,  it  was 
held  to  be  betting,  where  the  players  at  ten- 
pins risked  only  the  price  of  the  game.  In 
State  V.  Leighton,  23  N.  H.  167,  the  de- 
fendants were  indicted  for  unlawfully  keep- 
ing a  gaming  place  "for  money,  hire,  gain, 
and  reward."  At  the  trial  it  appeared  that 
it  was  contrary  to  the  rules  of  the  room  to 
play  for  money,  but  that  it  was  the  general 
custom  for  the  party  defeated  in  a  game  to 
pay  for  the  use  of  the  table,  for  which  the 
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defendants  diarged  a  shilling  per  game.  It 
was  held  that  this  was  a  gaming  for  money. 
The  court  said:  "The  defendants  in  this 
case  made  a  profit  from  the  use  of  the  bil- 
liard tables.  For  the  'hire*  of  them  they 
were  paid  a  shilling  a  game.  The  persons 
who  resorted  there  played  for  the  hire. 
.  In  substance,  they  played  for  a  shilling  a 
game.  The  loser  paid  and  the  owner  re- 
ceived the  sum.  By  an  understanding 
among  the  players,  the  money  won  was  to 
be  applied  towards  defraying  the  expenses 
of  the  tables,  but  still  it  was  money  won  at 
play,  and  upon  the  chance  of  the  play,  and 
not  on  any  collateral  matter."  In  Mount  v. 
State,  7  Ind.  654,  the  accused  was  charged 
with  the  violation  of  an  act  which  provided 
that  "every  person  who  shall,  by  playing  or 
betting  at  or  upon  any  game  or  wager  what- 
ever, either  lose  or  win  any  article  of  value, 
shall  be  fined,"  etc.  The  information  charg- 
ed that  GrofF  owned  and  kept  a  tenpin 
alley  for  hire;  that  Mount  and  Miller  hired 
of  him  the  use  of  the  alley  to  play  one  game 
of  tenpins,  for  which  they  agreed  to  pay 
him  10  cents;  "and  that,  in  pursuance  of 
said  hiring,"  Mount  and  Miller  played  a 
game,  by  which  Mount  won  of  Miller  5 
cents,  the  half  of  the  hire  of  the  alley,  by 
then  and  there  unlawfully  betting  and 
wagering  with  him  the  6  cents  on  the  result 
of  the  game.  In  the  opinion  in  the  case, 
Davison,  J.,  said:  "It  is  insisted  that  the 
information  does  not  show  a  case  within  the 
statute.  To  constitute  unlawful  gaming, 
there  must  be  a  game  played,  and  upon  its 
result  some  article  of  value  must  be  lost  and 
won.  Here  was  such  game,  and  the  only 
point  of  inquiry  is.  Was  any  article  of  value 
won  by  the  defendant?  His  liability  to 
Groff  was  paid  by  Miller,  because,  in  the 
event  of  being  unsuccessful,  he  had  stipu- 
lated to  pay  it.  This  payment,  though 
made  to  Groff,  was  for  the  use  of  the  de- 
fendant; and  the  transaction  was,  in  effect, 
the  same  as  if  the  amount  lost  and  won 
had  been  paid  to  the  defendant  instead  of 
Groff,  and  he  had  received  it  from  the  de- 
fendant." In  Hamilton  v.  State,  75  Ind. 
586,  it  was  held  that  suffering  parties  to 
play  upon  a  billiard  table.,  where  nothing 
is  risked  but  the  hire  of  the  table,  came 
within  the  purview  of  a  statute  providing 
that  any  person  who  should  keep  or  suffer 
his  building,  etc.,  to  be  used  for  gaming, 
should  be  fined,  etc.  In  Alexander  v.  State, 
99  Ind.  450,  it  was  held:  "A  charge  in  an 
indictment  that  the  defendant  played  a 
game  of  pool  upon  a  pool  table  with  another 
person,  and  thereby  won  money  from  him, 
is  sustained  by  proof  that  the  parties  played 
under  an  arrangement  that  the  losing  party 
should  pay  the  owner  of  the  table  the 
amount  charged  for  the  use  of  it,  and  that 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  defendant  won  the  games,  and  the  other 
party  paid  for  them."  The  court  said:  "To 
whom  the  money  was  directly  paid  was  not 
so  material  as  the  fact  that  the  game  de- 
cided who  should  pay  it,  and  who  sliould 
profit  by  the  payment.  If  appellant  had 
lost  the  games,  he  would  have  lost  the 
amount  charged  for  them.  He  won  the 
games,  and  thereby  won  the  amount  charged, 
for  them,  or  at  least  one  half  of  that 
amount.  At  the  end  of  each  game  he  was 
10  cents  better  off  than  if  he  had  lost  the 
game,  and  he  was  5  cents  better  off  than  he 
would  have  been  if,  without  any  chance  or 
hazard,  each  party  had  paid  for  his  cue. 
That  he  did  not  actually  handle  the  money, 
it  seems  to  us,  can  make  no  difference."  To 
the  8|me  effect^  see  Ward  v.  State,  17  Ohio 
St.  32 ;  State  v.  Book,  41  Iowa,  550,  20  Am. 
Rep.  609;  State  v.  Miller,  53  Iowa,  154,  4 
N.  W.  900;  Tuttle  v.  State,  1  Tex.  App. 
364;  State  v.  Hotcery,  41  Tex.  506;  Hall  v. 
State  (Tex.  Grim.  App.)  34  S.  W.  122; 
Mayo  V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  82  S.  W. 
515;  Murphy  v.  Rogers,  151  Mass.  118,  24 
N.  E.  35.  Cases  in  which  rulings  to  the 
contraiy  have  been  made  are  People  v. 
Sergeant,  8  Cow.  139;  Harbaugh  v.  People, 
40  111.  294 ;  Blewett  v.  State,  34  Miss.  606 ; 
People  ex  reL  Healey  v.  Forbes,  52  Him,  30, 
4  N.  Y.  Supp.  757 ;  State  v.  Hall,  32  N.  J.  L. 
165;  State  v.  Quaid,  43  La.  Ann.  1076,  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  207,  10  So.  183.  These  rulings 
were  put  mainly  on  the  ground  that,  to 
constitute  gaming  or  betting,  one  or  the 
other  of  the  parties  must  expect  to  profit 
by  the  game,  and  that  in  playing  billiards, 
pool,  etc.,  the  loser  to  pay  the  table  hire, 
neither  of  the  parties  expected  a  profit. 
Section  401  of  the  Penal  Code  of  1895  de- 
clares: "If  any  person  shall  play  and  bet 
for  money,  or  other  thing  of  value,  at  any 
game  played  with  cards,  dice,  or  balls;  or 
shall  play  and  bet  for  money,  or  other  thiiigr 
of  value,  at  any  table  of  whatever  name, 
kind,  or  description,  for  gaming;  or  shall 
bet  at  any  game  of  ninepins,  or  any  other 
number  of  pins,  or  at  any  billiard  or  pool 
table — he  shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor.*' 
The  question,  therefore,  is.  Did  the  evi- 
dence in  the  case  under  consideration  show 
that  the  accused  bet  at  a  pool  table ;  that  is, 
that  he  laid  a  wager  or  staked  money  or 
anything  of  value  at  such  table?  We  are  of 
opinion  that  he  did.  He  hazarded  the  pay- 
ment of  10  cents,  for  the  other  two  players, 
to  the  keeper  of  the  table,  and  took  tho 
chance  of  relieving  himself  of  his  own 
obligation  to  such  keeper.  It  is  uniformly 
held  that  playing  games  to  determine  whidi 
of  the  players  shall  pay  for  drinks,  food,  or 
cigars,  etc.,  for  tlie  use  of  the  players,  is 
gaming.  14  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  670, 
and  citations.  The  use  of  t^e  table  Jor  the 
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purpose  of  amusement  and  recreation, 
when  such  use  must  be  paid  for,  is  as  much 
a  thing  of  value  as  the  drinks,  food,  or 
cigars.  The  players  enjoy  the  drinks,  food, 
or  cigars,  and  they  enjoy  the  use  of  the 
table,  cues,  and  balls.  For  each  of  these 
things  money  must  be  paid,  and,  without 
the  arrangement  among  the  players  by 
which  the  loser  of  the  game  must  pay  for 
what  they  all  enjoy,  each  player  would  have 
to  pay  for  his  own  share  thereof,  unless 
someone  made  him  a  gift  of  the  same.  If 
three  men  were  to  play  a  game  of  pool  to 
decide  which  one  of  them  should  pay  for  the 
hire  of  a  horse  and  vehicle  for  the  tempo- 
rary use  of  the  three,  would  not  each  of 
them  be  engaged  in  betting  with  the  other 
two  upon  the  result  of  the  game?  Would 
not  the  loser  lose,  and  the  winners  win, 
something  of  value?  We  think  so.  The 
hire  of  the  horse  and  vehicle  would  be  a 
thing  of  value  wagered  on  the  result  of  the 
game.  And  under  the  circumstances  dis- 
closed by  the  evidence  in  this  case,  so  was 
the  hire  of  the  pool  table  for  the  use  of  the 
players  while  they  played  a  game  thereon. 
If  two  men  were  to  each  owe  the  keeper  of 
a  pool  or  billiard  table  $1,  and  were  to  play 
a  game  upon  the  table  under  an  agreement 
that  the  loser  should  pay  both  debts,  the  ef- 
fect would  be  the  same  as  if  each  bet  the 
other  $1  on  the  result  of  the  game.  We 
can  see  no  difference  in  principle  between 
9uch  a  case  and  one  in  which  the  playing  of 
the  game  creates  the  debt  or  debts  to  the 
keeper  of  the  table,  which  the  players  agree 
the  loser  of  the  game  must  pay.  The  evi- 
dent purpose  of  the  statute  was  to  prohibit 
all  forma  of  gambling  with  cards,  dice,  or 
balls,  or  at  any  table,  of  whatever  name,  and 
the  fact  of  the  insignificance  of  the  amount 
wagered  is  immaterial.  As  the  accused  in- 
troduced no  evidence,  and  his  statement 
was,  in  substance,  the  same  as  the  testimony 
of  the  witness  for  the  state,  the  verdict  was 
demanded.  The  charge  of  the  court  except- 
ed to — ^being,  in  effect,  that,  if  the  jury  be- 
liered  the  facts  of  the  case  to  be  as  stated 
by  the  witness  for  the  state,  they  should 
find  the  accused  guilty — was  in  accordance 
with  the  law  of  the  case. 

The  fact  that  the  state  imposes  a  tax 
upon  every  keeper  of  a  pool  table  does  not 
affect  the  case.  The  licensing  of  a  pool  or 
billiard  table  does  not  authorize  betting  at 
such  table.  In  State  v.  Doon,  R.  M.  Charlt. 
(Ga.)  1,  it  was  held  that  "the  fact  that  a 
tsLX  is  imposed  upon  a  faro  table  does  not 
authorize  the  use  of  it  for  gaming." 
Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 
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*1.  The  rule  pronmlffatecl  by  tbe  rail- 
road comiiilsslon  of  this  state,  that 
carriers,  ''in  the  condact  of  their  intrastate 
business,  shall  afford  to  all  persons  equal  fa- 
cilities In  the  transportation  and  delivery  of 
freight,"  prohibits  discrimination  against 
shippers,  not  against  commodities. 

a.  As  to  Issvlna:  throvKli  bills  of 
ladluffy  or  furnishing  its  cars  to  connecting 
carriers,  in  order  that  shipments  may  be  car- 
ried to  ultimate  destination  without  reload- 
ing at  terminal  points,  a  carrier  may  dis- 
criminate against  cotton  seed,  provided  all 
shippers  of  that  commodity  are  treated  alike. 

b.  That  sacb  discrimination  Is  dic- 
tated by  the  business  Interests  of  the 
carrier,  and  really  affects  but  a  single  ship- 
per, because  he  is  the  only  person  at  a  ter- 
mlDal  point  who  is  engaged  in  shipping  cot- 
ton seed  out  of  the  state,  cannot  alter  the 
matter. 

c.  The  carrier  may  at  any  tln^e 
cbauire  Its  policy  as  to  furnishing  ship- 
pers of  a  certain  commodity  privileges  which, 
under  the  law,  it  is  not  bound  to  extend  to 
them. 

d.  That  a  case  on  trial  has  been 
before  the  svpreme  covrt,  and  that 
court  has  held  that  the  plaintiff's  petition 
sets  forth  a  cause  of  action,  is  of  no  concern 
to  the  Jury ;  nor  should  they  be  instructed  as 
to  the  law  upon  abstract  propositions  wholly 
disconnected  with  the  issues  of  fact  they  are 
called  on  to  determine. 

2.  The  operation  of  rule  36  of  the  rail- 
road commission  of  Georgia  is,  by  its 
own  terms,  limited  to  Intrastate  shipments; 
and  unjust  discrimination  against  shippers 
engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  as  to  the 
matter  of  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  or 
furnishing  reshipping  facilities  at  terminal 
points  within  this  state,  does  not  constitute 
a  violation  of  that  ru^e. 

3.  IVhere  a  plaintiff  sues  to  recover 
pnultlve  damages  for  a  particular  wrong- 
ful act,  and  relies,  as  evidencing  the  animus 
with  which  that  act  was  committed,  upon  the 
commission  of  a  wholly  Independent  act,  done 
at  a  different  time  and  place,  the  defendant 
should  be  advised  by  the  plaintiff's  pleadings 
of  the  case  he  is  expected  to  meet. 

(March   27,   1905.) 

•Ileadnotes  by  Evans,  J. 

Note. — As  to  right  of  carrier  to  fix  lower 
rate  for  petroleum  carried  In  tank  cars  than 
for  petroleum  in  barrels,  see  State  ex  rel. 
Kohler  v.  Cincinnati,  W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  7  L.  R.  A. 
319. 

As  to  right   to  fix  lower  rate  for  carrying 

coal    to   be    used   for    manufacturing   purposes 

than  for  coal  to  be  sold  by  dealers,  see  Hoover 

T.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  22  L.  R.  A. 
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ERROR  with  cross  bilLof  exceptions  to 
review  a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Richmond  County  in  favor  of  plaintiff 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
alleged  violation  of  a  statute  against  dis- 
crimination by  railway  carriers;  defendant 
excepting  to  a  refusal  to  grant  a  new  trial 
after  judgment  against  it;  and  plaintiff  ex- 
cepting to  rulings  made  during  the  trial. 
Reversed  an  defendant's  exception. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Iiawton  ft  Ci&nnlnBl&am  and 
J.  G.  C.  Bl«ok,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

A  railroad  company  is  not  bound  to  ship 
beyond  the  terminus  of  its  own  line.  If  it 
does  engage  in  such  a  contract,  it  is  entirely 
a  voluntary  contract. 

Atchison,  T.  d  8.  P,  R.  Co,  v.  Denver  d 
V,  0.  R.  Co,  110  U.  S.  667.  28  L.  ed.  291,  4 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  185;  Post  v.  Southern  R,  Co, 
103  Tenn.  184,  55  L.  R.  A.  481,  52  S.  W. 
306;  Little  Rock  d  M.  R.  Co,  v.  8t,  Louis, 
I,  M.  d  8,  R.  Co,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  762,  41 
Fed.  559;  Chicago  d  A.  R,  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania Co.  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  360;  Little 
Rock  d  M.  R.  Co.  v.  East  Tennessee,  V.  d 
G.  R.  Co.  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  454 ;  Capehart 
V.  Louisville  d  N.  R.  Co.  3  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  278;  New  York,  N.  H.  d  H.  R.  Co.  v. 
Piatt,  7  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  324;  Diamond 
Mills  V.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Co.  9  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  315;  Railroad  Commission  v.  Louis- 
ville d  N,  R.  Co.  10  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  173; 
Kentucky  d  /.  Bridge  Co.  v.  Louisville  d 
N.  R.  Co.  2  L.  R.  A.  289,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
351,  37  Fed.  567;  8t.  Louis  Drayage  Co.  v. 
Louisville  d  N,  R,  Co.  5  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
137,  65  Fed.  39;  Oulf,  0,  d  8.  F,  R,  Co.  v. 
Miami  8.  8.  Co,  30  C.  C.  A.  142,  52  U.  S. 
App.  732,  86  Fed.  407;  Coles  v.  Central  R. 
d  Bkg.  Co,  86  Ga.  261,  12  S.  E.  749;  8tate 
V.  Wrightsville  d  T,  R.  Co,  104  Ga.  437,  30 
8.  £.  891. 

A  common  carrier  is  not  bound  to  issue 
a  bill  of  lading  for  the  transportation  of 
freight  beyond  its  terminus. 

Richmond  d  D.  R,  Co,  v.  8homo,  90  Ga. 
600,  16  S.  E.  220. 

There  cannot  be  any  unjust  discrimina- 
tion against  cotton  seed  as  a  commodity  of 
traffic,  unless  the  denial  of  the  privilege  to 
cotton  seed  gives  some  competitive  traffic 
some  advantage  in  the  markets  over  cotton 
seed. 

Cattle  Raisers*  Asso,  v.  Ft.  Worth  d  D. 
C.  R.  Co.  7  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  513;  Pennsyl- 
vania Millers*  8tate  Asso.  v.  Philadelphia  d 
R.  R.  Co.  8  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  531;  Railroad 
Commission  v.  Louisville  d  Jf.  R,  Co.  10 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  173. 

Mr.  WiUUm  H.  FlemlnK»  for  defend- 
ant in  error: 

Where  the  law  requires  a  jury  to  give 
69  L.  R.  A. 


exemplary  damages,  a  verdict  should  not  be 
set  aside  unless  it  is  grossly  excessive. 

13  Cyc.  Law  ft  Proc.  p.  105 ;  Monongahela 
Nav.  Co.  V.  United  States^  148  U.  S.  326, 
37  L.  ed.  468,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622. 

Evans,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

When  this  case  was  before  this  court  on 
a  former  occasion,  it  was  held  that  the 
plaintiff's  petition  set  forth  a  cause  of 
action,  and  that  the  special  demurrers  urged 
against  it  were  not  well  taken.  121  Ga.  48, 
48  S.  £.  714.  A  trial  upon  the  merits  was 
had  in  the  court  below,  and  resulted  in  a 
verdict  for  $3,005  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff. 
A  motion  for  a  new  trial,  presented  in  be- 
half of  the  defendant  railway  company,  was 
overruled,  and  it  excepted.  By  a  cross  bill 
of  exceptions  the  plaintiff  brings  under  re- 
view various  rulings  made  during  the  prog- 
ress of  the  trial  which  were  adverse  to  it. 

1.  The  gravamen  of  the  brokerage  com- 
pany's complaint  was  that  the  railway  com- 
pany had,  in  violation  of  a  rule  promulgat- 
ed by  the  railroad  commission  of  this  state, 
providing  that  carriers,  "in  the  conduct  of 
their  intrastate  business,  shall  afford  to  all 
persons  equal  facilities  in  the  transpor- 
tation and  delivery  of  freight,"  wrongfully- 
refused  to  place  a  car  loaded  with  cotton 
seed  on  a  side  track  in  the  rear  of  its  ware- 
house, refused  to  allow  reshipment  of  its 
cars  at  Augusta,  and  that  the  company's  re- 
fusal so  to  do  was  in  pursuance  of  a  pre- 
determined plan  to  drive  the  plaintiff  out  of 
the  business  of  buying  cotton  seed  at  points 
along  the  railway  company's  line  of  road. 
As  evidencing  that  such  was  the  purpose  of 
the  railway  company,  the  plaintiff  alleged 
that  it  had  also  refused  to  issue  through 
bills  of  lading  from  a  station  in  Burke 
county  to  points  beyond  its  line,  notwith- 
standing the  common  practice  of  the  rail- 
way company  was  to  issue  such  bills  of 
lading  to  other  patrons.  The  evidence,  how- 
ever, disclosed  that  the  railway  company, 
while  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  on 
sliipments  of  general  merchandise,  declined 
to  do  so  on  shipments  of  cotton  seed,  and 
in  this  respect  tliere  was  no  discrimination 
against  the  plaintiff.  It  further  appeared 
that,  although  the  plaintiff  had  askeil  that 
a  through  bill  of  lading  on  a  shipment  of 
cotton  seed  at  the  Burke  county  station 
should  be  issued  to  one  of  two  points  ixk 
Georgia  beyond  the  railway  company's  line, 
the  request  was  not  made  in  good  faith,  and 
the  plaintiff  would  not  have  accepted  tlic^ 
bills  of  lading  if  the  railway  company  had 
signified  its  willingness  to  issue  them.  The 
trial  judge  nevertheless  instructed  the  jury 
that,  should  they  believe  the  defendant  com- 
pany discriminated  against  the  plaintiff  as 
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to  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  on  intra- 
stute  shipments,  this  would  be  a  violation 
of  rule  36  of  the  railroad  commission,  and 
the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to  recover 
such  damages  as  resulted,  and  the  jury 
eonld  visit  upon  the  railway  company  ex- 
emplary damages  if  they  found  its  refusal 
to  issue  to  the  plaintiff  through  bills  of  lad- 
ing was  wilful.  The  court  further  instruct- 
ed the  jury  as  follows:  "If  it  is  the  com- 
mon practice  of  a  railroad  company  to  al- 
low reshipping  privileges  or  through  bills 
of  lading  for  all  classes  of  merchandise  gen- 
erally, it  cannot  arbitrarily  select  any  one 
class  of  merchandise,  and  refuse  such  privi- 
leges to  dealers  in  that  class  of  merchandise. 
In  order  to  justify  such  discrimination, 
there  would  have  to  be  differences  in  the 
circumstances  and  conditions  of  shipment." 
These  and  other  instructions  of  similar  im- 
port are  excepted  to  on  the  ground  that  they 
were  not  authorized  either  by  the  law  or 
the  evidence,  and  were  highly  prejudicial 
to  the  railway  company. 

ITie  first  of  these  instructions  certainly 
ought  not  to  have  been  given.  The  plain- 
tiff was  not  suing  for  damages  resulting 
from  the  refusal  of  the  railway  company  to 
issue  a  through  bill  of  lading  from  the  sta- 
tion in  Burke  county.  The  plaintiff  could 
not,  in  the  city  court  of  Richmond  county, 
recover  damages  for  a  tort  committed  in 
Burke  county ;  and,  moreover,  had  the  plain- 
tiff sued  in  the  latter  county,  no  recovery 
of  damages  because  of  such  refusal  would 
have  been  authorized,  for  the  evidence  shows 
that  the  application  for  a  through  bill  of 
Uding  on  an  intrastate  shipment  was  not 
bona  fide.  The  plaintiff  really  wanted  a 
through  bill  of  lading  to  some  South  Caro- 
lina point.  Had  the  railway  company  issued 
through  bills  of  lading  to  other  shippers 
of  cotton  seed  at  the  Burke  county  station, 
but  declined  to  accord  like  privileges  to  the 
plaintiff,  this  fact  would,  as  was  held  when 
this  case  was  here  before,  afford  competent 
evidence  touching  the  alleged  purpose  of  the 
railway  company  to  break  up  the  plaintiff's 
business.  However,  the  plaintiff  failed  to 
establish  any  such  unjust  discrimination, 
and  therefore  what  occurred  at  that  station 
really  had  no  bearing  on  the  case,  unless 
the  court  was  right  in  the  view  of  the  law 
expressed  in  the  charge  which  we  have  above 


The  rule  of  the  railroad  commission  al- 
leged to  have  been  violated  prohibits  dis- 
crimination against  shippers,  not  against 
commodities.  All  shippers  of  a  given  com- 
modity must  be  treated  alike,  but  the  car- 
rier is  not  bound  to  have  fixed  and  unvary- 
ing rules  applicable  alike  to  each  and  all 
kinds  of  freight,  or  to  any  given  class  of 
freight  when  shipped  in  car-load  lots.  In 
eSLlLA. 


the  first  place,  it  w^as  optional  with  the  rail- 
way company  whether  or  not  it  would  adopt 
the  custom  of  issuing  any  through  bills  of 
lading  or  delivering  its  cars  at  Augusta  to 
connecting  ca,rricrs  in  order  that  freight 
might,  without  reloading  on  cars  furnished 
by  them,  be  reshipped  in  bulk.  Coles  v. 
Central  R.  d  Bkg.  Co.  86  Ga.  251,  12  S.  E. 
749.  It  could,  without  committing  itself 
to  any  duty  of  so  handling  raw  commodities, 
issue  through  bills  of  lading,  or  afford  such 
reshipping  facilities  to  shippers  of  manu- 
factured articles  or  aliy  other  kind  of  freight 
it  might  choose  to  handle  in  that  way.  In 
the  absence  of  any  duty  imposed  by  law,  it 
could  even  arbitrarily  so  conduct  its  busi- 
ness in  this  respect  as  to  discriminate  be- 
tween cotton  seed  and  grain,  lumber,  or 
other  products.  Counsel  for  the  railway 
company  very  frankly  concede  that  it  had 
a  "policy"  which  governed  its  decision  in 
not  issuing  through  bills  of  lading  on  ship- 
ments of  cotton  seed  from  points  along  its 
line,  or  allowing  facilities  at  Augusta  for 
the  reshipment  of  that  product  in  bulk  over 
competing  lines.  This  policy  was  doubtless 
a  purely  selfish  one,  inasmuch  as  the  rail- 
way company  looked  to  its  own  material 
business  interests,  rather  than  to  those  of 
the  plaintiff  or  other  brokers  engaged  in 
handling  cotton  seed.  But  the  plaintiff  also 
had  a  "policy."  It  was  not  a  philanthropic 
one.  The  situation  may  thus  be  summa- 
rized: The  oil  mills  at  Augusta  depended 
largely  for  a  supply  of  cotton  seed  upon  the 
territory  through  which  ran  the  defendant 
railway  company's  line.  They  delivered  to 
it  their  manufactured  products  for  shipment 
so  the  railway  company  got  a  short  haul 
on  the  raw  cotton  seed,  and  also  a  long  haul 
on  the  reshipments  made  over  its  line  of  the 
manufactured  products.  It  was  not  to  the 
business  interests  of  the  railway  company 
that  cotton  seed  grown  at  local  stations  on 
its  Augusta  &>  Savannah  branch  should  be 
shipped  to  oil  mills  located  in  South  Caro- 
lina, for  none  of  the  manufactured  products 
could  then  be  secured  for  reshipment,  at  a 
high  rate,  over  its  road.  Its  interests  dic- 
tated that  the  cotton  seed  should  stop  at 
Augusta,  and  be  manufactured  into  oil  and 
by-products  by  the  mills  located  at  that 
point.  The  railway  company  therefore  de- 
termined that  it  would  not,  by  voluntarily 
granting  facilities  to  shippers  which  it  was 
under  no  legal  duty  to  afford,  supply  the 
means  of  diverting  from  its  road  profitable 
shipments  which  it  otherwise  would  receive. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  material  business  in- 
terests of  the  brokerage  company  demanded 
that  it  should  be  granted  such  facilities.  It 
was  a  free  lance,  in  open  competition  with 
the  oil  mills  at  Augusta  in  the  buying  of 
cotton  seed  at  the  lowest  price  possible,  and 
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all  the  seed  purchased  by  it  was  shipped 
from  Augusta  over  the  Southern  Railway  to 
South  Carolina  mills.  To  reload  shipments 
at  Augusta  for  the  South  Carolina  trip  was 
expensive.  To  get  through  bills  of  lading, 
or  to  secure  the  consent  of  the  defendant 
company  that  its  loaded  cars  be  delivered  to 
the  Southern  Railway  at  Augusta,  so  that 
the  seed  might  be  carried  to  its  ultimate 
destination  without  reloading,  would  render 
the  business  of  the  brokerage  company  prof- 
itable, the  business  of  t\^  Augusta  oil  mills 
less  remunerative.  Their  interests  and  those 
of  the  defendant  railway  company  were  co- 
incident. Its  interests  and  those  of  the  bro- 
kerage company  conflicted.  The  railway  com- 
pany acted  as  the  average  business  man 
would  have  done;  that  is  all.  In  declining 
to  grant  the  privileges  which  the  brokerage 
company  wished  to  enjoy,  the  railway  com- 
pany merely  adopted  a  policy  which  was 
within  its  legal  rights  as  a  carrier.  State 
v.  Wrightsville  d  T.  R.  Go.  104  Ga.  437,  30 
S.  E.  891.  That  the  brokerage  company  may 
have  been  the  only  broker  in  Augusta  or 
■elsewhere  affected  by  this  policy  cannot  al- 
ter the  case.  As  a  shipper,  it  was  not  dis- 
<5riniinatpd  against,  though  one  of  the  com- 
modities it  handled  was,  incidentally.  The 
railway  company  had  the  undoubted  right 
to  refuse  to  make  through  shipments  of  any 
^freight,  or  to  permit  its  cars  to  leave  its 
line  of  road,  however  they  might  be  loaded. 
To  compel  it  to  adopt  a  policy  whereby  no 
discrimination  against  a  particular  commod- 
ity would  result  would  not  necessarily  ben- 
efit the  brokerage  company,  but  might  react 
to  its  disadvantage,  and  be  inimical  to  the 
interests  of  shippers  of  other  commodities, 
for  it  would  then  be  within  the  power  of  the 
carrier  to  decline  to  deliver  its  cars  for  car- 
riai?e  over  other  lines  under  any  circum- 
stances. It  may  be  that  for  this  reason  our 
railroad  commission  has  not  deemed  it  wise 
to  attempt  to  prohibit  any  discrimination 
between  different  commodities  belonging  to 
a  general  class  of  freight. 

If,  as  the  evidence  discloses,  none  of  the 
patrons  of  the  defendant  company  were 
granted  the  privilege,  at  Augusta,  of  hav- 
ing shipments  of  cotton  seed  in  its  cars 
turned  over  to  connecting  lines  for  trans- 
portation in  bulk  without  reloading,  then 
the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  rccm'er  dam- 
ages because  of  the  railway  company's  re- 
fusal to  accord  it  this  privilege,  and  the  evi- 
dence bearing  upon  the  "policy"  of  the  car- 
rier in  tliis  regard  was  not  competent  for 
the  purpose  of  sustaining  the  plaintiff's  con- 
tention that  the  purpose  of  the  defendant 
was  to  drive  it  out  of  business.  Animus 
cannot  be  inferred  from  what  one  does  while 
acting  strictly  within  his  legal  rights.  That 
during  the  previous  cotton  season  the  car- 
<;9  L.  R.  A. 


rier  had  granted  the  privilege  sought  by  the 
brokerage  company  cannot  affect  the  matter 
at  all.  The  carrier  could  change  its  policy 
at  any  time  it  saw  fit,  and  the  plaintiff  had 
timely  notice  of  its  intention  to  withdraw 
this  privilege  at  the  close  of  that  season. 

What  is  said  above  disposes  of  a  number 
of  assignments  of  error  made  upon  the 
charge  of  the  court,  and  also  of  exceptions 
taken  to  the  refusal  of  the  court  to  give  in 
charge  pertinent  requests  which  were  in  ac- 
cord with  the  law  as  herein  annoimced.  The 
only  contention  of  the  plaintiff  which  the 
evidence  tended  to  sustain  was  that  the  de- 
fendant had  wrongfully  refused  to  place  a 
car  loaded  with  cotton  seed  on  the  side  track 
in  the  rear  of  plaintiff's  warehouse,  and  that 
thft  purpose  of  the  railway  company  in  re- 
fusing to  do  80  was  to  put  the  plaintifl"  to 
unnecessary  expense  in  reloading  at  a  dif- 
ferent place,  and  thus  discourage  its  en- 
gaging in  the  buying  and  shipping  of  cot^ 
ton  seed.  There  was  proof  of  aggravating 
circumstances  attending  this  discrimination 
against  the  plaintiff  and  in  favor  of  the  lo- 
cal oil  mills,  and  the  jury  were  warranted 
in  reaching  the  conclusion  that  the  conduct 
of  the  railway  company  was  wilful,  and  in 
pursuance  of  a  predetermined  plan  to  throw 
every  obstacle  in  the  way  of  the  plaintiff  to 
prevent  shipment  of  seed  into  South  Caro- 
lina. But  the  case  was  not  fairly  or  correct- 
ly presented  to  the  jury,  and  a  new  trial 
must  result. 

At  the  request  of  plaintiff*8  counsel,  the 
court  informed  the  jury  that,  in  a  decision 
on  one  branch  of  this  case,  the  supreme 
court  had  settled  the  law  of  it  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff,  holding  that,  if  the  plaintiff 
sustained  by  evidence  the  allegations  of  the 
declaration  as  to  the  conduct  of  the  railway 
company  with  regard  to  intrastate  busi- 
ness, the  plaintiff  would  be  entitled  to  re- 
('over.  Complaint  is  made  of  this  instruc- 
tion on  the  ground  that  it  was  prejudicial 
to  the  defendant,  in  that  it  conveyed  the  im- 
pression to  the  jury  that  the  supreme  court 
had  practically  decided  the  case  against  the 
defendant,  and  it  had  no  valid  defense.  Suf- 
fice it  to  say  that  the  charge  was  at  least 
irrelevant  to  any  issue  before  the  jury,  and 
could  serve  no  legitimate  purpose  in  their 
determination  of  the  case.  Two  other  in- 
structions are  justly  complained  of  as  being 
inapplicable  to  the  facts  of  the  case,  and 
therefore  inappropriate  and  misleading.  One 
was  to  the  effect  that,  while  it  was  no  prop- 
er business  of  a  common  carrier  to  facili- 
tate particular  enterprises  or  to  build  up 
new  industries,  yet,  as  the  carrier  depended 
for  its  very  existence  upon  the  will  of  the 
people,  it  was  bound  to  deal  fairly  with  the 
public,  furnish  reasonable  transportation  fa- 
cilities, and  to  put  all  of  its  patrons  upon 
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^n  absolute  equality.  The  other  instruction 
was  as  follows:  "A  railroad  company  can- 
not discriminate  in  favor  of  a  shipper  who 
is  able  to  furnish  a  large  amount  of  freight 
over  one  engaged  in  the  same  business  who 
is  unable  to  furnish  the  same  quantity;  at 
least,  where  both  ship  in  car-load  lots." 

2.  Another  question  presented  for  deter- 
mination, both  by  the  main  bill  and  the 
crass  bill  of  exceptions,  is  whether  or  not 
the  court  correctly  interpreted  and  present- 
ed to  the  jury  the  meaning  and  effect  of  rule 
36  of  the  railroad  commission,  in  so  far  as 
interstate  shipments  were  concerned.  The 
operation  of  that  rule  is,  by  its  own  terms, 
limited  to  intrastate  shipments,  and  there- 
fore cannot  be  held  to  apply  to  shipments 
originating  in  this  state  but  destined  for 
points  beyond  its  borders.  A  bill  of  lading 
issued  from  a  station  in  Georgia  to  one  in 
South  Carolina  would  evidence  an  inter- 
state shipment,  whether  it  was  to  be  car- 
ried all  the  way  by  the  initial  carrier  or 
was  to  be  delivered  by  it  at  some  interme- 
diate point  to  a  connecting  carrier  for  trans- 
portation to  ultimate  destination.  The  ul- 
timate destination  of  a  shipment  intended 
to  take  one  continuous  journey  would  de- 
termine its  character  in  this  respect.  Fa- 
oilities  afforded  for  carrying  through  a  car- 
go in  bulk,  without  reloading  at  an  inter- 
mediate point,  would  attach,  according  to 
tlie  circumstances,  to  either  interstate  or  to 
intrastate  commerce.  A  failure  to  afford 
<^ual  faeilities  to  all  shippers  engaged  in 
interstate  commerce  would  not  be  a  viola- 
tion of  rule  36.  The  instructions  of  the 
oourt  to  this  effect  were  correct,  but  might 
properly  have  been  more  specifically  applied 
to  the  facts  by  giving  the  request  to  charge 
on  this  subject  presented  by  counsel  for  the 
railway  company.  The  plaintiff  appears  to 
have  been  engaged  altogether  in  making  in- 
terstate shipments  of  cotton  seed,  no  deliv- 
ery being  made  to  the  plaintiff  in  Augusta 
except  for  the  purpose  of  reloading  on 
•Southern  Railway  cars,  in  order  that  the 
8eed  might  make*  one  continuous  journey 
from  Georgia  into  South  Carolina. 

3.  The  plaintiff,  in  its  petition,  com- 
plained of  a  refusal  by  the  railway  company, 
'^•n  December  9,  1903,  to  deliver  one  car  of 
the  cotton  seed  on  a  side  track  in  the  rear 
of  the  plaintiff's  warehouse,  and  for  this  al- 
leged tort  both  actual  and  punitive  dam- 
ages were  claimed.  At  the  trial  the  plain- 
tiff offered  to  prove  that  shortly  before  and 
<hortly  after  that  date  the  defendant  refused 
to  deliver  other  car-load  lots  of  cotton  seed 
on  that  side  track;  the  evidence  being  of- 
f*^red,  counsel  announced,  for  the  purpose  of 
prOT'ing  plaintiff's  contention  that  the  de- 
f'^ndaot  had  a  predetermined  plan  to  drive 
plaintiff  out  of  the  cotton-seed  business,  and 
*»0  L.  R.  A. 


for  the  further  purpose  of  showing  aggra- 
vating circumstances.  Upon  the  objection 
of  the  railway  company  that  the  plaintiff 
had  not  alleged  any  of  these  matters  of  ag- 
gravation, the  court  excluded  the  evidence. 
The  plaintiff  also  offered  to  prove  by  a  wit- 
ness that  about  January  12,  1904,  he  had 
seen  certain  b^ls  of  lading  covering  ship- 
ments of  cotton  seed  from  Midville,  Georgia, 
to  Manning,  South  Carolina,  issued  by  the 
defendant  to  Allan  W.  Jones,  in  whose  name 
the  shipments  had  been  made,  although  the 
seed  was  the  property  of  the  brokerage  com- 
pany. On  the  ground  that  the  bills  of  lad- 
ing were  the  best  evidence  of  what  were 
their  contents,  this  testimony  was  excluded. 
Plaintiff  then  attempted  to  prove  by  the 
same  witness  that  these  shipments  came 
through  Augusta,  and  witness  knew  of  his 
own  knowledge  that  the  cotton  seed  was  not 
there  reshipped  or  transferred  to  other  cars, 
and  had  duly  reached  Manning,  South  Caro- 
lina, Counsel  stated  that  the  purpose  of 
tlys  testimony  was  to  show  that  through 
bills  of  lading  must  have  been  issued,  for 
otherwise  the  shipments  could  not,  with- 
out reshipment  at  Augusta,  have  reached 
Manning,  South  fcarolina.  The  defendant 
objected  to  the  introduction  of  this  testi- 
mony, and  the  court  excluded  it  on  the 
ground  that  it  related  to  transactions  which 
took  place  after  the  filing  of  the  suit.  To 
all  of  these  rulings  exception  is  taken  in 
the  cross  bill.  Each  of  them  was,  we  think, 
correct. 

"The  assessment  of  damages  is  usually 
governed  by  the  situation  or  condition  of  af- 
fairs existing  at  the  time  the  action  is 
brought."  13  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  177.  The 
general  rule  as  to  the  recovery  of  special 
damages  is,  where  they  are  not  such  as  nat- 
urally flow  from  the  wrongful  act  com- 
plained of,  that  "it  is  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  surprise  to  the  defendant,  that 
the  declaration  state  specifically  and  in  de- 
tail the  damages  sought  to  be  recovered," 
which  involves  making  a  statement  of  the 
facts  upon  which  the  plaintiff  relies  for  a  re- 
covery thereof.  Id.  p.  176.  Where  "a  wil- 
ful wrong  is  committed,  evidence  of  mat-  , 
ters  tending  to  aggravate  the  damages,  when 
necessarily  or  legally  arising  from  the  act 
complained  of,  is  admissible  without  special 
averment."  Id.  pp.  175,  176.  But  it  is  ap- 
parent that,  where  a  plaintiff  sues  for  a 
given  wrongful  act,  and  relies,  as  evidencing 
the  motive  with  which  that  act  was  com- 
mitted, upon  another  wholly  independent 
act,  done  at  a  different  time  and  place,  the 
defendant  should  be  advised  by  the  plain- 
tiff's pleadings  of  the  case  he  is  expected  to 
meet.  A  case  bearing  directly  upon  this 
proposition  is  that  of  Leamtt  v.  Cutler,  37 
Wis.  46,  which  was  a  suit  for  damages  b&\^ 
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cause  of  a  breach  of  a  contract  of  marriage. 
The  court  held:  "In  such  an  action  the 
fact  that  plaintiff  has  been  seduced  by  de- 
fendant by  means  of  the  alleged  promise  of 
marriage  may  be  shown  to  enhance  the  dam- 
ages, if  it  is  alleged  in  the  complaint,  but 
not  otherwise."  See  also  Klopfer  v. 
Bromme,  26  Wis.  372,  376.  In  the  present 
case  the  defendant  compan^c  could  hardly 
have  been  expected  to  be  prepared  to  meet 
charges  that,  after  suit  was  commenced,  it 
had  committed  certain  specific  acts  which 
were  wrongful,  and  which  tended  to  prove 
that  the  acts  complained  of  in  the  petition 
were  wilfully  committed;  nor  was  the  de- 
fendant put  upon  notice  that  the  plaintiff 


would  attempt  to  prove,  as  an  aggravating 
circumstance,  that  on  g^ven  occasions  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  action  the  de- 
fendant had  wrongfully  refused  to  place  on 
plaintiff's  side  track  cars  other  than  tho^ 
one  described  by  number  in  the  petition. 
Had  the  plaintiff  undertaken  to  amend  ite» 
pleadings,  the  defendant  could  have  claimed 
surprise.  Certainly,  the  testimony  offered 
was  not  admissible  under  the  pleadings  as 
tliey  stood. 

Judgment  on  main  bill  of  exceptions  re- 
versed; on  cross  Wl  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 
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SAME. 
(56  W.  Va.  604.) 

•1.  When  an  exeontory  contract  mrlth  a 
corporation,  neceanltatlnv*  in  Its  ex- 
ecution, -«vork,  labor,  and  the  ex- 
penditure of  nioncF  for  materials,  ma- 
chinery, tools,  and  appliances,  and  the  con- 
struction of  roads  and  other  Improvements, 
as  well  as  In  carrying  on  the  work,  la  terml- 
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nated  by  dlsaolatlon  of  the  corporation  Id 
consequence  of  Its  Insolvency,  the  contractor 
Is  entitled  to  compensation  for  services  ren- 
dered by  him  In  pir-Miiance  of  the  contract  un- 
til the  date  of  lt%  termination,  and  to  reim- 
bursement for  his  actual  and  necefwary  out- 
lay and  ezpenues  as  aforesaid,  subject  to  a 
deduction  of  nil  sums  paid  to  him  by  the  cor- 
poration, and  of  the  value  of  such  materlalH. 
machinery,  and  other  property  on  hand. 

2.  1%'hen  Much  a  contract  betvreen  a 
corporation  and  one  of  Its  directorn 
haK  been  entered  Into  openly  and  with- 
out fraud,  and  the  disinterested  directors  and 
stockholders  are  fully  informed  of  Its  terms, 
and  permit  It  to  be  partly  executed  without 
disapproval  or  notice  of  an  Intention  on  their 
part  to  annul  It.  the  same  rule  of  cdmpenaa- 
tlon  and  reimbursement  to  the  contractor  ap- 
plies upon  the  subsequent  abrogation  of  the 
contract  by  a  court  oi  equity  at  the  Instancr 
of  the  stockholders  and  creditors  of  the  cor- 
poration. 

3.  IVben,  In  «uch  cane,  larve  expendl- 


NoTK. — Rtcot'crina  for  gerricea  and  expenses 
under  a  ranning  contract  with  a  corporation 
ended  by  its  insolrvncv  and  dissolution. 

I.  £rcope  of  note,  124. 
II.  Breaches  of  contracts  in  general,  125. 
HI.  The  tmasutr  of   damages  in   such   rases, 

126. 
IV.  How  corporations  are  dissolred,  128. 
y.  When  dissolution  is  not  effected,  129. 
VI.  The    rarlivr    vommon-lair    doctrine    con- 
•  cerning  Vie  effect  of  dissolution,  130. 

VII.  Comment  and  criticism  concerning  it.  132. 
VIII.  The  trust-fund,  or  -Amerirnn,"  doctrine, 
134. 
IX.  The    effects    of    rorporatc    disHoiution    ac- 
cording   to    modern    vicirs 

a.  Civil  death,  137. 

b.  Upon  litigation,  138. 

c.  I'pon  itroitvriit  and  oMftrtH,  130. 

d.  Vpon    dfhtft    and    credits.    141. 

e.  Upon  contracts  in  general,  142. 

f.  L'pon  emplogment  contractn. 

1.  With  officers.    144. 

2.  With  superintendents,  145. 

3.  With  agents.  14H. 

4.  With  ordinary  employees,  150. 
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X.  Remedies. 

a.  Abstract,  151. 

b.  Conci'ete,  152. 

XI.  Construction  and  effect  of  statutes,  15& 
XII.   Conclusion,  135. 

1.  iScope  of  note. 

It  is  puri)OKed,  by  this  note,  to  display  tbo 
cases  wherein  one  who  had  a  running  contract 
with  a  corporation,  which  was  In  process  of 
execution  and  required  him  to  perform  servlcen 
and  make  outlays,  was  rendered  unable  to  k«> 
on  and  complete  his  contract  in  consequence  of 
the  Insolvency  of  the  corporation,  with  its  re- 
sulting dissolution. 

To  elucidate  the  subject,  enough  cases  have 
been  gathered  to  show  what,  as  a  general  rule, 
constitutes  a  breach  of  such  a  contract,  and  la 
the  measure  of  damtiges  when  a  contract  of  thiR 
character  Is  broken  by  the  party  requiring  the 
services. 

The  effect  of  the  death  of  one  of  the  parties 
to  such  a  contract  upon  Its  continuance  In 
barely  alluded  to  here  and  there,  not  treate«l. 
for  the  reason  that  this  branch  of  the  subject 
\ii  sufflcleutly  covered  by   two  enrlier  notes  \u 
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t«r«s  ba^re  been  made  by  tbe  con- 
tractor In  the  coDBtruction  and  repair  of 
riTer  dams,  brld£:e8,  and  roads  belonging  to 
the  corporation,  tor  the  driving  and  hauling 
of  timber,  and  upon  timber  partially  pre- 
pared for  delivery  under  the  contract,  and  a 
sale  of  the  corporate  property,  tree  and  dis- 
charged from  the  contract,  is  made  under  a 
decree  of  the  court,  directing  it  to  be  offered 
for  sale  both  subject  to  and  free  from  the 
contract,  the  contractor  Is  entitled  to  com- 
pensation and  reimbursement  as  aforesaid 
out  of  the  assets  of  the  company,  although 
he  afterwards  purchases  the  corporate  prop- 
erty and  obtains  the  benefit  of  such  improve- 
ments. 
4.  l^'bea  a  contract  la  broken,  it  is  tbe 
dntjr  of  tbe  Injured  party  to  minimise 
tbe  loMB  and  injury,  when  it  is  practicable 
to  do  80,  by  a  reasonable  outlay  of  money ; 


but  such  outlay  is  to  be  allowed  him  as  a  part 
of  his  damages. 

5.  IVben  a  contractor,  by  reason  of  tbe 
termination  of  a  partly  executed 
contract,  .is  entitled  to  compensation  for 
services  and  outlay,  part  of  which  have  been 
made  iii  eiieciiiiM  pt'iinane-it  imi>r»nomi-.i.s. 
the  services  and  expenditures  relating  to 
such  Improvements  are  not  apportioned  be- 
tween the  executed  and  unexecuted  parts  of 
the  contract. 

6.  Wben,  In  tbe  prosecution  of  vrork 
under  bis  contract  for  cnttlnv  1ok« 
and  baullnff  and  driving  tbem  to  a 
mill  by  means  of  a  railroad,  tramroads.  and 
booms  and  dams  in  a  river,  constructed  by 
him  lor  the  purpose,  the  contractor  puts  in 
timber  to  the  same  mill,  by  means  of  the 
same  improvements,  for  others,  not  keeping 
separate  accounts  of  the  expenditures,  it  is 
not  error  to  allow  him,  upon  an  Inquiry  as  to 


this  series,  to  wit,  the  note  on  Recovery  for 
''Crviees  on  contract  interrupted  hy  sickness  or 
death,  appended  to  the  case  of  Parker  v.  Ma- 
comber.  16  L.  R.  A.  858,  and  the  note  on  Effect 
on  contract  of  the  death  of  a  party  thereto,  ap- 
pended to  the  case  of  Drummond  v.  Crane,  23 
I*  R   A.  707. 

In  addition  to  these  notes,  the  reader  also 
should  consult  the  note  to  Lenoir  v.  Linville 
ImproT.  Co.  51  L.  R.  A.  146,  on  Effect  of  the 
appointment  of  a  receiver  or  an  assignee  for 
<sr€ditors  of  a  corporation  on  the  compensation 
of  officers,  agents,  or  employees  for  unexpired 
term  of  employment,  to  which  this  note  is,  in 
A  sense,  supplementary. 

II.  Breaches  of  contracts  in  general. 

If  a  survey  of  the  decisions  as  to  what  In 
general  constitutes  a  breach  of  contract  calling 
for  the  performance  of  services  with  incidental 
expenditure  on  the  part  of  the  employing  party, 
Ignoring  the  circumstance  that  such  employer 
was  a  corporation  and  the  contract  came  to  an 
end  by  Its  insolvency  and  civil  death,  be  made, 
the  following  citations  will  exemplify  the  cur- 
rent of  the  authorities,  and  disclose  the  under- 
lying principles  which  prevail. 

It  is  familiar  law  that  "if,  at  the  time  of 
making  the  contract,  the  thing  promised  be 
possible  in  itself,  it  is  no  excuse  for  nonper- 
formance that  its  performance  became  subse- 
quently impossible  from  causes  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  promisor."  Southern  Bldg.  ft  L. 
Asso.  V.  Price,  88  Md.  155,  42  L.  R.  A.  206, 
41  AU.  53. 

Where  the  obligation  of  a  contractor  requires 
nn  expenditure  of  a  large  sum  in  preparation  to 
<^Qable  him  to  perform  his  contract,  and  a  con- 
tinuous readiness  to  perform  it,  the  law  implies 
a  duty  In  the  other  party  to  do  whatever  is  nec- 
•"jsary  to  enable  him  to  comply  with  his  prom- 
liie  or  covenant.  United  States  v.  Speed,  8  Wall. 
77,  19  L.  ed.  440. 

If  a  construction  contract  requires  payments 
ro  be  made  on  account  from  time  to  time  as 
the  work  progresses,  and  such  payments  are  not 
made,  tbe  contractor  is  Justified  in  stopping 
work«  and  may  recover  for  what  he  has  done. 
IKrIngtown  ft  B.  Tump.  Road  Co.  v.  Riley,  8 
Ey.  L.  Rep.  267. 

Where  one  agrees  to  perform  a  service  or 
work  for  another,  which  necessarily  requires 
time  and  progress  in  its  performance,  and  Is  to 
^>9  L.  R.  A. 


receive  compensation  therefor  If  that  other  puts 
*  an  end  to  the  performance  either  before  it  be- 
gins or  while  It  is  in  progress,  the  first  party,  ^ 
though  able  and  willing  to  proceed,  cannot  re- 
cover the  stipulated  compensation,  but  only 
damages  for  a  breach  of  the  contract ;  and  such 
damages  will,  in  general,  consist  of  his  outlay 
already  incurred  and  the  profits  he  would  have 
realized  had  he  been  permitted  to  finish  the 
work ;  or,  in  case  the  compensation  is  divisible, 
he  may  recover  for  the  work  already  performed, 
and  damages  for  being  prevented  from  complet- 
ing his  contract.  Hambly  v.  Delaware,  M.  ft  V. 
R.  Co.  21  Fed.  641. 

It  Is  a  misapprehension  of  law  to  suppose 
that  the  death  of  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
puts  an  end  to  a  contract  in  course  of  perform- 
ance. For  a  breach  after,  as  well  as  before,  the 
death  of  such  party,  his  estate  will  be  liable 
to  respond  in  damages.  Smith  v.  Wilmington 
Coal  Min.  &  Mfg.  Co.  83  111.  498. 

Generally  speaking,  contracts  bind  executors 
and  administrators,  though  not  named.  Where, 
however,  personal  considerations  are  of  the 
foundation  of  a  contract,  as  in  cases  of  prin- 
cipal and  agent,  master  and  servant,  the  death 
of  either  party  puts  an  end  to  the  relation,  and, 
in  respect  of  service  after  death,  the  contract 
Is  dissolved,  unless  there  is  a  stipulation  to  the 
contrary.  Farrow  v.  Wilson,  L.  R.  4  C.  P. 
744. 

It  is  the  general  rule  that  death  does  not 
absolve  one  from  his  contracts ;  but  an  excep- 
tion to  this  rule  Is  that,  when  performance  of 
a  contract  depends  upon  the  continued  exist- 
ence of  a  person  or  thing,  if  such  person  or 
thing  perish  before  the  contract  is  performed, 
the  Impossibility  of  performance  terminates  the 
contract.  Yerrlngton  v.  Greene,  7  R.  I.  589,  84 
Am.  Dec.  578. 

Where  a  contract  creates  between  the  par- 
ties to  it  merely  a  personal  relation,  the  death 
of  either  party  dissolves  that  relation.  Howe 
Sewing  Mach.  Co.  v.   Rosensteel,  24  Fed.  583. 

When  the  performance  of  a  contract  depends 
upon  tbe  continued  existence  of  a  person  or 
thing,  and  such  continued  existence  is  assumed 
as  the  basis  of  the  agreement,  the  death  of  the 
person,  or  destruction  of  the  thing,  terminates 
the  obligation.  People  v.  O'Brien,  111  N.  Y. 
1,  2  L.  R.  A.  266,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  684,  18  N.  B. 
692 ;  Lorillard  v.  Clyde,  142  N.  Y.  456,  24  h.  R. 
A.  113,  37  N.  B.  489. 

Death,  or  a  disability  which  ren^ra  perfoip- 
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the  amonnt  necessary  to  compeDsate  him  for 
hifi  Bervices  and  outlay,  when  he  has  been 
prevented  ^rom  completing  his  contract,  to 
charge  up  his  entire  outlay  on  all  the  work 
done,  and  credit  all  sums  received  on  account 
thereof,  when  it  is  shown  that  all  the  work 
was  profitable  so  far  as  executed,  and  that 
the  accounts  cannot  be  separated. 

iDent,  J.,  dUaenU.) 


(April  1,  1904.) 

APPEALS  by  plaintiffs  and  defendant 
Thompson  from  a  decree  of  the  Circuit 
Court  for  Tucker  County  overruling  excep- 
tions to  a  commissioner's  report  settling  the 
amounts  which  should  be  allowed  under  a 
contract  of  the  defendant  corporation,  which 


had  been  annulled  by  the  court.  Modified 
and  affirmed. 

The  case  sufficiently  appears  in  the  opin- 
ion. 

Messrs.  C.  W.  Dailey,  Taylor  Mor- 
rison, Benjaniin  A.  Riol&iiLond,  P.  J» 
Crocan,  W.  B.  Maxwell,  and  I<.  D. 
Strader  for  appellants. 

Messrs.  Hubbard  St  Hubbard,  A.  O. 
Dayton,  Ira  F.  Robinson,  and  William 
C.  Clayton  for  appellees. 

Poffenbarser,  P.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  a  somewhat  complicated  and  a 
hotly  contested  case,  which  has  been  in  this 
court  on  a  former  appeal.  As  then  passed 
upon  it  is  reported  in  46  W.  Va.  56,  33  S. 


ance  impossible,  discharges  a  contract  to  capi- 
talize an  enterprise  and  look  to  it  for  reim- 
bursement when  the  capitalist  is  to  manage  the 
undertaking,  since  it  involves  his  personal  serv- 
ice and  skill.  Marvel  v.  Phillips,  162  Mass.  399, 
26  L.  R.  A.  416,  44  Am.  8t.  Rep.  370,  38  N.  E. 
1117. 

Contracts  for  personal  services  must  be  treat- 
ed as  entire,  and  not  divisible ;  hence,  there  can 
be  but  one  breach  and  one  recovery  upon  de- 
fault, no  matter  If  the  wages  ai*e  payable  by  In- 
stalments or  at  stated  periods.  Barnes  Bros. 
V.  Black  Diamond  Coal  Co.  101  Tenn.  354,  47 
S.  W.  498. 

A  servant  wrongfully  dismissed  in  the  mid- 
dle of  his  term  may  either  treat  his  contract  of 
employment  as  rescinded  and  bring  indebitatus 
assumpsit,  or  he  may  sue  on  the  contract ;  but 
he  cannot  do  both.  Goodman  v.  Pocock,  15  Q. 
B.  576. 

One  employed  by  a  mercantile  firm  for  a  year 
upon  a  fixed  salary,  and  whose  employment  Is 
,  terminated  within  the  year  by  the  insolvency 
and  bankruptcy  of  his  employers,  is  entitled  to 
prove  his  claim  for  damages  against  the  estate 
in  bankruptcy,  and  to  participate  in  the  dis- 
tribution thereof,  for  his  right  of  action  is  im- 
mediate upon  the  breach  of  his  contract,  and 
the  bankruptcy  is  no  defense.  Re  Silverman, 
101  Fed.  219. 

For  admission  to  proof  in  bankruptcy  a  claim 
need  not  arise  before  the  adjudication,  nor  need 
the  contract  upon  which  it  arises  be  broken  be- 
fore the  bankruptcy ;  it  is  sufficient  that  the 
breach  and  the  bankruptcy  be  coincident.  To 
some  extent,  bankruptcy  operates  as  a  breach 
of  the  bankrupt's  contracts.  Bankruptcy  may 
be  treated  as  a  breach  of  the  bankrupt's  con- 
tracts analogous  to  a  complete  repudiation  of 
a  contract  before  the  time  to  perform  arises, 
or  to  a  complete  disablement  from  performing 
the  contract.  The  test  of  provability  is  this: 
If  the  bankrupt  at  the  time  of  his  bankruptcy, 
by  disabling  himself  from  performing  the  con- 
tract, or  by  repudiating  its  obligation,  could 
give  the  other  party  the  right  to  sue  at  once 
for  damages,  to  be  assessed  either  at  law  or  in 
equity,  then  such  other  party  may  prove  his 
damages  in  bankruptcy  on  the  ground  that  the 
Imnkrnptcy  is  equivalent  to  diRnblemont  and 
repudiation.     Re  Pettlngill.  137  Fed.  143. 

An  abslgnment  by  an  insolvent  contractor  to 
trustees  for  creditors  of  all  his  effects,  includ- 
ing the  contract,  is  not  per  sc  an  abandonment 
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of  such  contract,  so  as  to  Justify  the  other 
party  t&ereto  in  treating  it  as  at  an  end  with- 
out an  attempt  to  put  the  contractor  In  default 
by  performing  on  its  part.  New  England  Jron 
Co.  V.  Gilbert  Elev.  R.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  153. 

A  contract  with  an  author  to  write  a  book 
for  publication  in  a  particular  series  of  works 
issued  periodically  by  the  publishers  is  not 
abrogated  by  the  abandonment  of  the  series  be- 
fore the  work  is  completed,  when  the  author  is 
able  and  willing  to  perform.  PlancM  ▼•  Ool- 
bum,  5  Car.  &  P.  58,  8  Bing.  14. 

III.  The  measure  of  damages  in  such  oases. 

It  is  frequently  dlfl3cult,  in  administering  the 
law,  to  apply  a  proper  rule  of  damages,  and  the 
decisions  upon  the  subject  are  not  harmonious. 
The  cardinal  rule  undoubtedly  is  that  the  one 
party  shall  recover  all  the  damages  which  have 
been  occasioned  by  the  breach  of  the  contract 
by  the  other  party.  But  this  rule  is  modified 
by  two  others :  The  damages  must  flow  directly 
and  naturally  from  the  breach,  and  they  mast 
be  certain  both  in  their  nature  and  in  respect 
of  the  cause  from  which  they  proceed.  Specu- 
lative, contingent,  and  remote  damages,  not 
directly  traceable  to  the  breach,  are  excluded, — 
damages  only  are  allowed  which  the  parties 
are  fairly  supposed  to  have  contemplated  on 
contracting  as  naturally  flowing  from  its  viola- 
tion. Rochester  Lantern  Co.  v.  Stiles  &  P. 
Press  Co.  135  N.  Y.  209.  31  N.  B.  1018. 

The  safest  rule  of  damage,  and  the  one  sap- 
ported  by  the  general  current  of  anthoritiee.  In 
cases  where  a  contractor  is  prevented  by  the 
acts  of  the  other  party  from  performing  his 
contract,  is  the  difference  between  the  cost  of 
doing  the  work  and  what  the  contractor  was  to 
receive  for  it,  making  reasonable  deduction  for 
the  less  time  engaged,  and  for  release  from  the 
care,  trouble,  risk,  and  responsibility  attending 
a  full  execution  of  the  contract.  United  States 
V.  Speed.  8  Wall.  77,  19  L.  ed.  449. 

But  this  rule  Is  but  one  aspect  of  a  more  gen- 
eral one.  The  primary  measure  of  damages  is 
the  amount  of  the  contractor's  loss,  and  that 
loss  fails  under  two  heads, — actual  outlay  and 
anticipated  profits.  United  States  v.  Behan. 
110  U.  S.  338,  28  L.  ed.  168,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  81. 

Where  a  contractor  injured  by  the  stoppage 
of  a  contract  elects  to  rescind  it,  he  can  re- 
cover only  the  value  of  his  services  actually 
performed  as  upon  a  quantum  meruit,  not  dam- 
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E.  125,  where  the  nature  of  the  controversy 
and  the  history  of  the  transactions  out  of 
which  it  arose  are  substantially  set  forth. 
It  was  impossible  there,  as  it  is  here,  to 
give  in  detail^  or  even  enumerate,  all  that 
is  contained  in  the  old  record  of  more  than 
700  pages,  to  which  nearly  300  pages  have 
since  been  added. 

After  the  case  was  remanded  to  the  cir- 
cuit court  for  further  proceedings  accord- 
ing to  the  principles  announced  by  this  court 
upon  the  former  appeal,  it  was  referred  to 
a  commissioner  with  directions  to  report, 
first,  what  would  be  a  just  and  reasonable 
compensation  to  Albert  Thompson  for  labor 
and  money  necessarily  expended  in  part  per- 
fonnance  of  bis  contract;  second,  upon  the 
request  of  any  interested  party,  to  make  a 


statement  of  such  expenditures  under  the 
contract  until  the  entry  of  the  decree  of  Au- 
gust 4,  1893,  showing  allowances  to  him  for 
his  time,  labor,  and  all  sums  paid  by  him 
for  the  time  and  labor  of  others,  and  ex- 
pended by  him  in  equipment  and  material 
necessary  to  carry  out  such  contracts,  all 
sums  paid  for  cutting,  hauling,  skidding, 
and  driving  logs,  timber,  and  tanbark,  all 
reasonable  sums  paid  subcontractors  by  rea- 
son of  the  obligation  of  their  contract,  and 
all  other  items  reasonably  and  necessarily 
paid  by  him  in  part  performance  of  the  con- 
tract, allowing  him  interest  upon  the  sums 
so  expended,  and  crediting  said  account  with 
all  sums  paid  to  him  by  said  company  or 
its  receiver,  or  realized  from  the  sale  of  any 
materials    or    equipments;    and,    third,    the 


ages  for  a  breach  of  the  contract  either  for 
outlay  or  Iocs  'of  profits ;  but,  when  he  elects 
to  go  for  damages  for  the  breach  of  the  con- 
tract the  first  and  most  obvious  damage  to  be 
shown  Is  the  amount  which  he  has  expended  on 
the  faith  of  the  contract,  including  a  fair  al- 
lowance for  his  own  time  and  services.  If  he 
chooses  to  go  further,  he  may  claim  for  the 
loss  of  anticipated  profits,  subject  to  the  rules 
of  law  as  to  the  character  of  the  profits  which 
may  be  thus  claimed.     Ibid. 

The  general  rule  is  well  settled  that  a  party 
to  a  contract  where  labor  is  to  be  performed, 
open  the  breach  of  that  contract  by  the  other 
party,  has  two  remedies  open  to  him.  He  may 
sue  upon  the  contract  and  recover  damages  for 
Its  breach,  or  he  may  ignore  the  contract  and 
sue  for  labor  and  services  rendered  and  ex- 
I^enses  incurred  from  which  he  has  derived  no 
beoeflt.  Hemminger  v.  Western  Assur.  Co.  96 
Mich.  355,  54  N.  W.  940. 

When  by  the  act  of  the  other  party  one  who 
has  contracted  to  cut,  haul,  and  deliver  logs  is 
prevented  from  proceeding  with  his  contract, 
the  rule  of  damages  for  the  breach  is  to  ascer- 
tain the  profits  he  would  have  earned  had  he 
gone  on  and  completed  his  contract.  If,  how- 
ever, this  rule  cannot  be  applied  from  the  pe- 
culiar nature  of  the  contract,  as,  for  instance, 
where  a  fljced  time  for  Its  continuance  is  not 
agreed  upon,  nor  is  a  definite  quantity  of  logs 
to  be  delivered  under  It,  a  different  rule  of  dam- 
age applies.  In  such  a  case  preparatory  work, 
done  as  a  necessary  preliminary  to  the  penorm- 
ance  of  the  contract,  may  be  allowed  for  to  the 
extent  of  Its  reasonable  cost.  Brent  v.  Parker, 
23  Fla.  200,  1  So.  780. 

En  what  was  pronounced  a  leading  case  upon 
the  subject  of  damages  for  breach  of  contract 
by  preventing  performance  (Vide,  United  States 
v.  Speed.  8  Wall.  77,  19  L.  ed.  449;  United 
States  V.  Behan,  110  U.  S.  338,  28  L.  ed.  168, 
4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  81)  Beardsley,  J.,  stated  the 
rule  of  damage  in  the  case  of  a  construction 
contract  where  the  defendants  stopped  the  work 
in  the  midst  of  its  performance  from  lack  of 
funds  to  pay.  I  think,  be  says,  the  plaintiffs  are 
entitled  to  recover  the  amount  they  would  have 
rean7.ed  had  they  been  allowed  fully  to  execute 
their  contract.  The  defendants  are  not  to  gain 
by  their  wrongful  act,  nor  is  that  to  deprive 
Uie  plaintiffs  of  the  advantages  they  had  se- 
cured by  the  contract,  and  which  would  have 
resulted  to  them  from  its  performance.  The 
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jury  must,  therefore,  ascertain  what  it  would 
probably  have  cost  them  to  complete  the  con- 
tract over  and  above  the  materials  on  hand ;  in- 
cludlDg  the  value  of  the  marble  required,  the 
labor  of  quarrying  and  preparing  it  for  use, 
the  expense  of  transportation,  superintendence, 
and  insurance  against  all  hazards,  with  every 
other  expense  incident  to  the  fulfilment  of  the 
undertaking.  The  aggregate  of  these  expendi- 
tures Is  to  be  deducted  from  the  amount  which 
would  be  payable  for  the  performance  of  this 
part  of  the  contract  accordhig  to  the  prices 
therein  stipulated,  and  the  balance  will  be  the 
damages  which  the  Jury  should  allow.  Master- 
ton  V.  Brooklyn,  7  Hill.  61,  42  Am.  Dec.  38. 

The  rule  which  precludes  the  allowance  of 
profits  by  way  of  damages  for  the  breach  of  an 
executory  contract  is  not  a  primary  rule,  but  a 
deduction  from  the  more  general  and  funda- 
mental rule  which  requires  damages  in  all  cases 
to  be  shown  by  clear  and  satisfactory  evidence 
to  have  been  actually  sustained.  By  the  com- 
mon law  damages  for  a  breach  of  contract  must 
be  proved  to  a  certainty,  not  left  to  speculation 
or  conjecture;  and  this  excludes  anticipated 
profits,  although  there  Is  nothing  in  their 
nature  which  par  ae  prevents  their  allowance. 
Profits  which  would  certainly  have  been  realized 
but  for  the  breach  are  recoverable ;  those  which 
are  contingent  or  speculative  are  not.  OrlflSn  v. 
Colver,  16  N.  Y.  489,  69  Am.  Dec.  718. 

A  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover  the  expenses 
incurred  by  him  in  preparing  to  perform  a  con- 
tract which  without  his  fault  the  defendant  has 
put  an  end  to,  where  the  expected  profits  under 
the  contract  arc  too  speculative  to  admit  of 
clear  and  direct  proof.  O'Connell  v.  Rosso,  66 
Ark.  603,  20  S.  W.  581. 

The  general  rule  in  regard  to  damages  which 
may  be  recovered  for  a  breach  of  a  contract  is 
that  remote  or  consequential  damages  are  not 
allowed  if  not  traceable  solely  to  the  breach, 
or  if  incapable  of  exact  computation :  but  any 
necessary  expense  which  one  of  the  contractors 
Incurs  in  complying  with  the  contract  Is  re- 
coverable. Bryan  v.  Southwestern  R.  Co.  41 
Ga.  71. 

Where  two  parties  lawfully  contract  upon 
good  consideration,  and  one  is  ready  and  will- 
ing, and  makes  preparation,  to  perform  on  his 
part,  but  is  prevented  from  so  doing  by  the 
other,  he  can  recover  all  damages  sustained  in 
consequence  of  that  other's  default,  including 
'  his  necessary  expenses  in  making  preparation. 
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amount  due  Thompson  for  work  and  labor 
performed  and  money  expended  in  the  pros- 
ecution of  the  contract  under  the  direction 
of  the  receiver  until  June  23,  1893,  when  the 
work  was  suspended  by  order  of  the  coui^;, 
and  the  amount  due  him  for  expenditures, 
work,  and  labor  from  the  23d  day  of  June. 
1893,  until  the  4th  day  of  August,  1893, 
when  the  sale  of  the  property  of  the  Black- 
water  Boom  &  Lumber  Company  was  con- 
firmed. 

The  commissioner  reported  that  there  was 
due  Thompson  as  of  the  12th  day  of  June, 
1901,  $85,642.02,  returning  with  his  report 
a  full  statement  of  all  sums  paid  out  and 
expended  by  Thompson  in  the  prosecution  of 
said  work,  and  all  sums  paid  to  him  on  ac- 
count thereof,  as  well  as  the  proceeds  of  the 


sales  of  property  used  by  him  in  the  per- 
formance of  said  work  as  equipments,  such 
IS  horses,  wagons,  locomotives,  cars,  steel 
rails,  eto.  Upon  exceptions  sustained  by 
the  court,  the  amount  so  found  was  reduced 
to  $84,794.91  and  a  decree  entered  therefor. 
Of  this  amount,  about  $48,000  is  principal, 
and  the  balance  interest.  Numerous  excep- 
tions to  the  report,  urged  in  the  court 
jelow^  and  overruled,  are  insisted  upon  here, 
ind  there  is  much  difference  of  opinion  as  to 
the  true  interpretation  of  the  former  deci- 
uon  of  this  court.  For  the  appellants  it  is 
nsisted  that,  under  the  principles  so  an- 
nounced, the  item  of  $14,749.34,  mentioned 
in  the  opinion  at  page  65  of  46  W.  Va., 
page  128,  33  S.  E.,  which,  without  interest, 
was  originally  $12,399.63,  for  work  done  on 


Kenwood  Bridge  Co.  v.  Danderdale,  50  111.  App. 
581. 

Wbere  loss  of  profits  cannot  be  proved,  the 
plaintiff  In  an  action  upon  the  breach  of  a  con- 
tract is  entitled  to  recover  the  expenses  and 
outlay  he  incurred  in  preparing  to  perform  on 
his  part  Athletic  Baseball  Asso.  v.  St.  Louis 
Sportsman's  Park  &  Club  Asso.  67  Mo.  App. 
653. 

One  who  contracts  with  another  to  furnish 
materials  and  build  therewith  a  structure  at  a 
stipulated  price,  and  who  is  prevented  from 
completing  his  work  by  the ^ acts  of  the  other, 
Is  entitled  to  recover,  inter  alia  items  of  dam- 
age, the  expense  of  preparing  such  materials 
for  their  destined  places  in  the  structure. 
Shulto  V.  HennoBsy.  40  Iowa,  352. 

Where  anticipated  profits  are  too  speculative 
and  uncertain  to  be  shown  by  competent  proof, 
he  who  is  entitled  to  recover  for  the  breach  of 
a  contract  to  furnish  an  ample  supply  of 
natural  gas  wherewith  to  run  his  enterprise  Is 
entitled  to  recover  his  expenses  in  attempting 
to  run  it  and  the  rental  value,  or,  In  iieu  there- 
of, the  interest  on  the  cost  of  his  plant.  Paola 
Gas  C!o.  V.  Paola  Glass  Co.  56  Kan.  614,  54  Am. 
St.  Rep.  51)8,  44  Pac.  621. 

Where  one  contracts  with  a  railroad  to  pro- 
vide a  water  supply  at  a  designated  station  at 
a  stipulated  monthly  compensation,  he  under- 
taking to  build  and  maintain  a  tank  and  appa- 
ratus for  the  purpose,  upon  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract by  the  railroad  by  abandoning  its  station 
at  that  point,  he  may  recover  as  damages  the 
difference  between  the  cust  of  Kuch  tank  and 
apparatus  and  their  actual  value  after  the  de- 
parture of  the  road.  If  he  retains  the  property, 
or  the  difference  between  such  cost  and  the 
sum  realized,  if  he  sells  for  the  best  obtainable 
price.  New  Orleans,  J.  ft  O.  N.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Echols, 
54  Miss.  264. 

When,  by  the  terms  of  a  contract  for  work 
and  labor,  the  full  price  is  not  to  be  paid  until 
the  completion  of  the  work,  and  that  becomes 
impossible  by  the  act  of  the  law,  the  con- 
tractor is  entitled  to  recover  for  the  amount 
of  his  labor.  Jones  v.  Judd,  4  N.  Y.  411,  Ap- 
proved in  Wolfe  V.  Howes,  20  N.  Y.  197,  75  Am. 
Dec.  388. 

Ueforrlng  to  the  case  of  a  person  who  has 
contracted  to  labor  for  a  definite  term  and  is 
prevented  by  sickness  from  fulfilling  his  con- 
tract, Balcom,  J.,  of  the  New  York  court  of  ap- 
peals, says :  He  should  have  the  amount  of  his 
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recovery  reduced  from  the  contract  price  by 
the  damages  sustained  by  the  employer  in  con- 
sequence of  his  inability  to  complete  the  full 
term  of  service.  This  rule,  be  says.  Is  equitable, 
and  should  be  applied  in  such  cases.  The 
servant  is  not  to  be  regarded  as  violating  hia 
contract  because  sickness  or  death  prevents  hla 
fulfilling  it.  His  failure  U  his  misfortune,  not 
his  fault.  The  employer  should  neither  gain  nor 
lose  by  it.  The  rule  is  Just  to  both.  It  needs  no 
vindication,  for  it  is  so  well  grounded  in  good 
sense  as  to  commend  itself.  It  is  a  common- 
sense  rule,  and  common  sense  is  the  basis  of  all 
just  law.  Clark  v.  Gilbert,  26  N.  Y.  279,  84 
Am.  Dec.  180. 

If  the  performance  of  a  building  contract  be 
suspended  by  the  financial  embarrassment  of 
the  '^wner.  and  not  afterwards  resumed,  the 
contractor  may  recover,  among  other  items  of 
damage,  the  expense  he  has  incurred  in  making 
articles  necessary  to  enable  him  to  perform  hia 
contract.  O'Conncll  v.  Main  ft  T.  Streets  Hotel 
Co.  90  Cal.  515,  27  Pac.  273. 

A  contractor  for  the  construction  of  a  road, 
whose  contract  entitles  him  to  payment  In  In- 
stalments from  time  to  time  as  his  work  pro- 
gresses, is  Justified,  upon  default  in  paying  the 
instalments,  in  stopping  further  work,  and  has 
a  right  to  recover  in  quantum  meruit  for  the 
work  he  has  performed.  Porter  v.  Arrowhead 
Reservoir  Co.  100  Cal.  500,  35  Pac.  146. 

lY.  How  corporations  ore  dissolved, 

A  corporation  may  go  out  of  existence  In  one 
of  four  ways:  (1)  By  expiration  of  its  term  of 
life  as  limited  in  its  charter ;  (2)  by  act  of  the 
legislature  repealing  or  annulling  its  charter  ; 

(3)  by  the  Judgment  or  decree  of  a  court  of 
competent  Jurisdiction  dissolving  It  for  non- 
user  or  misuse  of  its  franchise,  or  because  of 
some  act  or  omission  working  a  forfeiture ;  and 

(4)  by  voluntary  surrender  of  its  charter. 
When  the  time  limited  by  the  charter  of  a 

corporation  expires  the  corporation  Is  dead  de 
facto,  and  no  Judicial  determination  of  the  fact 
is  needful ;  the  dissolution  in  such  a  case  Is 
declared  by  the  act  of  the  legislature  Itself. 
Sturges  V.  Vanderbllt,  73  N.  Y.  384. 

It  Is  a  well-settled  principle  that  a  dissolu- 
tion by  forfeiture  is  effected  only  by  Judicial 
proceedings  against  the  corporation,  taken  for 
the  purpose,  followed  by  a  hearing,  or  an  op- 
portunity to  be  heard,  and  a  Judgment  rendered 
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logs  cut  by  Thompson,  but  not  delivered  so 
IS  to  entitle  him  to  demand  payment  there- 
for at  the  time  the  decree  of  sale  was  en- 
tered, is  the  only  sum  that  can  now  be  al- 
lowed him. 

Counsel  for  the  appellee  say  this  court 
regarded  and  treated  the  contract  as  hav- 
ing been  rescinded,  and  declared  it  to  be  so, 
and  ordered  that  Thompson  be  put  in  statu 
iiuo, — ^reimbursed  for  all  his  outlay,  and 
made  whole.  The  court  say,  in  the  opin- 
ion: *'A  partly  executed  executory  con- 
tract could  be  avoided  before  its  final  exe- 
cution, but  the  executing  party  thereto 
should  be  placed  in  statu  quo,  in  absence  of 
fraud,  by  compensation  in  the  nature  of  a 
quantum  meruit  for  money  and  labor  ex- 
pended  under   such   contract."     In   conclu- 


sion the  court  said:  "Having  partly  exe- 
cuted his  contracts,  Albert  Thompson  is  en- 
titled to  recover  a  just  and  reasonable  com- 
pensation for  the  necessary  expenditure  of 
labor  and  money  imder  his  stocking  con- 
tract, less  the  sums  paid  him;  but  he  is 
not  entitled  to  recover  the  large  profits 
claimed  by  him.  As  the  sum  of  $14,749.34 
is  an  alleged  part  of  such  expenditure,  it 
should  not  have  been  decreed  until  the  true 
amount  thereof  had  been  ascertained  and 
determined.  This  amount,  when  ascertained 
and  determined  by  reason  of  the  adoption 
of  the  stocking  contract  by  the  receiver, 
under  direction  of  the  court,  and  thereby 
preventing  Albert  Thompson  from  perfect- 
ing his  statutory  lien  therefor,  under  §  8, 
chap.  76,  Code  [1899],  will  be  a  prior  lien 


ther«on.  National  Pabquioque  Bank  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank,  36  Conn.  325,  4  Am.  Rep.  80. 

Id  cases  of  dissolution  of  a  corporation  as  a 
f^nsequence  of  Insolvency,  nonuser,  misuser,  or 
some  other  cause  of  forfeiture  of  the  corporate 
franchises,  it  is  well  settled  that  dissolution 
does  not  take  effect  until  judicially  decreed. 
Sturges  v.  Vanderbllt,  73  N.  Y.  884. 

In  the  absence  of  a  governing  statute  a  cor- 
poration aggregate,  chartered  for  an  unlimited 
time,  may,  by  the  concurrent  consent  of  the 
state  which  created  it  and  its  stockholders,  be 
dissolved.  Revere  v.  Boston  Copper  Co.  15  Pick. 
3^1. 

A  company  not  incorporated  for  any  de- 
terminate time,  and  in  its  nature  perpetual, 
cannot  dissolve  Itself,  and  terminate  Its  own 
existence  at  its  own  will,  by  a  bare  notice  to 
tbe  executive  department *of  the  state  which 
chartered  it.  nid. 

A  corporation  does  not  cease  to  exist  until  its 
diaaoiutlon  is  effected  in  a  manner  provided  by 
law.     Taylor  v.  Holmes,  14  Fed.  498. 

A  corporation  may  surrender  Its  charter  to 
the  sovereign  power,  but  there  must  be  some 
definite  act  of  surrender  and  an  acceptance  by 
the  sovereign.  Mere  nonuser  of  its  powers  is 
Bo  surrender  of  them,  nor  does  it  warrant  a 
court  in  presuming  an  abandonment  of  its  fran- 
chise^ Ilfid. 

Tbe  adoption  by  stockholders  of  a  resolution 
that  the  corporation  be  dissolved  does  not 
terminate  the  corporate  existence.  New  York 
Marbled  Iron  Works  v.  Smith,  4  Duer,  362. 

To  effect  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  by 
resolution  of  stockholders,  either  the  state  must 
accept  a  surrender  of  the  charter,  or  else  a 
court  must  decree  dissolution.    Jbid. 

A  corporation  may  dissolve  itself  and  end 
its  corporate  existence  by  voluntarily  surrender- 
lag  its  franchise  to  the  state,  but  the  state 
must  accept  to  complete  the  dissolution.  Combes 
▼.  Kcyes  (Combes  v.  Milwaukee  &  M.  R.  Co.) 
Sd  Wis.  297,  27  L.  R.  A.  369,  46  Am.  St.  Rep. 
S39,  62  N.  W.  89. 

The  disaolution  of  a  corporation  is  not  volun- 
Ury  when,  becoming  embarrassed  and  unable 
to  continue  business,  its  creditors  force  a  re- 
ceiTership,  and  the  corporate  assets  turn  out  to 
be  insufficient  to  meet  its  liabilities,  merely  he- 
<auae  Its  officers  consent  to  such  dissolution. 
Orlffith  T.  Blarkwater  Boom  &  Lnmber  Co.  46 
W.  Va.  56,  33  S.  E.  125. 

Tbe  mortgaging  of  all  the  property,  assets^ 
^9  L.  R.  A. 


and  franchises  of  a  corporation  by  consent  and 
authority  of  the  legislature,  and  the  subsequent 
foreclosure  of  such  mortgage,  and  sale  of  the 
mortgaged  property  and  franchise,  work  a  dis- 
solution of  the  corporation.  Combes  v.  Keyes 
(Combes  v.  Milwaukee  &  M.  R.  Co.)  89  Wis. 
297,  27  L.  R.  A.  369,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  839.  62 
N.  W.  89. 

A  transfer  by  a  corporation,  although  it  Is 
not  shown  to  be  insolvent,  of  all  its  property, 
which  suspends  and  terminates  the  regular 
business  of  the  grantor,  and  is  made  and  ac- 
cepted With  that  purpose  and  Intention,  has  the 
practical  effect  to  dissolve  such  corporation, 
and  subject  it  to  a  forfeiture  of  its  charter  at 
the  Instance  of  the  state,  since  it  voluntarily 
strips  itself  of  all  its  property  and  as8<^t«.  and 
becomes  incapable,  and  Intends  to  be  and  stay 
unable,  to  perform  its  corporate  duties.  Cole  v. 
MiUerton  Iron  Co.  133  N.  Y.  164,  28  Am.  St. 
Rep.  615,  30  N.  B.  847. 

When  the  charter  of  a  corporation  gives  Its 
cerdltors  a  direct  action  against  its  stockhold- 
ers, but  only  after  its  dissolution,  the  courts 
will  treat  such  dissolution  as  effected  so  as  to 
give  a  creditor  his  remedy  against  a  shareholder 
if  the  stockholders  have  done  all  in  their  power 
to  dissolve  the  corporation.  Slee  v.  Bloom,  19 
Johns.  475,  10  Am.  Dec.  273. 

After  a  corporation  has  been  stripped  of  all 
its  property,  and  for  a  quarter  of  a  century  has 
failed  to  exercise  any  corporate  franchise,  elect 
any  officers,  or  maintain  any  office,  a  surrender 
of  Its  franchise  will  be  presumed.  Combes  v. 
Keyes  (Combes  v.  Milwaukee  &  M.  R.  Co.)  89 
Wis.  297,  27  L.  R.  A.  369,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  839, 
62  N.  W.  89,  Citing  Brandon  Iron  Co.  v.  Glea- 
son.  24  Vt.  228. 

V.  When   dissolution   is   not   effected. 

The  only  modes  known  to  the  common  law  of 
dissolving  a  corporation  were,  by  the  death  of 
all  its  members ;  by  the  act  of  the  legislature ; 
by  a  surrender  of  the  charter  accepted  by  the 
government ;  or  by  a  forfeiture  of  the  franchise, 
which  could  only  take  place  upon  a  Judgment 
of  a  competent  tribunal  in  a  proceeding  in  be- 
half of  the  state.  Neither  a  court  of  law,  nor 
a  conrt  of  equity,  had  Jurisdiction  to  decree  the 
forfeiture  of  a  corporate  charter,  or  the  disso- 
lution of  a  corporation  at  tbe  suit  of  an  in- 
dividual. Folger  v.  Columbian  Ins.  Co.  99  Mass. 
267,  96  Am.  Dec.  747. 
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on  the  assets  of  the  corporation  in  the  hands 
of  the  receiver."  The  substance  of  this  con- 
clusion is  incorporated  in  points  3  and 
4  of  the  syllabus.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  the  contract  was  voidable  on  the  part 
of  the  Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Com- 
pany, and  the  court,  having  succeeded  to  its 
rights  in  the  administration  of  its  affairs, 
abrogated  it  by  selling  the  property  of  said 
company  free  from  the  obligation  of  Thomp- 
son's contract;  but  it  held,  nevertheless,  as 
stated,  that  he  is  entitled  to  compensation, 
and  the  only  question  to  determine  is  the 
amount  thereof. 

The  termination  of  Thompson's  contract, 
as  decided  on  the  former  appeal,  rests  upon 
two  grounds.  The  first  is  that  the  corpo- 
ration was  unable,  because  of  financial  em- 


barrassment, to  further  proceed  with  it» 
business;  and  the  other  that,  as  Thompson 
was  a  director  of  the  company  at  the  time 
the  contract  was  entered  into,  it  was  void- 
able at  the  election  of  the  stockholders.  It 
is  not,  therefore,  the  ordinary  case  of  a 
wrongful  prevention  of  the  performance  of 
a  contract,  nor  is  it  a  case  of  settlement  of 
the  equities  or  legal  rights  of  the  parties 
upon  the  rescission  of  a  contract. 

The  principle  of  law  underlying  the  first 
ground  upon  which  the  contract  was  de- 
clared to  have  terminated  is  announced  in 
People  V.  Qlohe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y. 
174,  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Corp.  Cas.  686.  This 
doctrine  is  that,  where  performance  of  a 
contract  by  a  corporation  is  prevented  by  its 
dissolution  at  the  instance  of  the  state  or 


Neither  the  Insolvency  of  a  corporation,  nor 
ItR  failure  to  elect  officers,  operates  as  a  disso- 
lution, or  as  a  virtual  surrender  of  its  charter. 
Taylor  v.  Holmes,  14  Fed.  498. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  corporation  has  failed 
to  pay  its  debts,  and  has  ceased  to  carry  on  its 
lawful  and  ordinary  business  for  such  a  length 
of  time  as,  according  to  a  statute  of  the  state 
which  created  it,  warrants  its  dissolution,  does 
not,  per  se,  in  the  absence  of  an  act  of  the  leg- 
islature or  the  Judgment  of  a  court  dissGiving, 
work  a  dissolution  so  as  to  prevent  or  abate 
ordinary  legal  proceedings  against  it  by  its 
creditors.   Ibid. 

The  resignation  of  all  its  officers  does  not, 
per  He,  operate  to  destroy  the  existence  of  a 
corporation.  Officers  and  agents  are  necessary 
to  manage  the  affairs  of  a  corporation,  but  the 
corporation  may  exist  so  as  to  maintain  suc- 
cession, and  hold  and  preserve  its  franchises, 
though  its  functions  be  for  the  time  suspended 
fur  want  of  means  of  action.  Muscatine  Turn 
Vercin  v.  Funck,  18  Iowa,  469. 

It  is  a  settled  rule  that,  although  the  neglect 
of  a  corporation  to  reappoint  its  officers  may  in 
certain  cases  suspend  its  existence,  it  cannot  t)e 
thus  extinguished  to  the  injury  of  creditors. 
Brown  v.  Union  Ins.  Co.  3  La.  Ann.  177. 

An  exception  to  the  rule  that  failure  to  elect 
officers  does  not  work  a  dissolution  of  a  cor- 
poration appeared  in  Slee  v.  Bloom,  19  Johns. 
475,  10  Am.  Dec.  273.  It  was  said  that,  as  the 
shareholders  had  done  all  they  could  to  dissolve 
the  company,  the  court  would  to  give  a  creditor 
his  remedy  against  a  shareholder,  and  treat  the 
dissolution  as  effected.  It  was  upon  this  grround 
that  the  Louisiana  supreme  court  distinguished 
the  case  In  applying  the  general  riTle.     Ihid. 

The  mere  insolvency  of  a  corporation,  and  an 
assignment  of  all  its  property  to  trustees  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors,  followed  by  a  suspen- 
sion of  its  ordinary  business,  are  not  equivalent 
to  a  dissolution.  New  England  Iron  Co.  ▼•  Gil- 
bert Kiev.  R.  Co.  91  N.  Y..  153. 

A  corporation  is  not  dissolved  by  the  mere 
bringing  of  a  suit  alleging  insolvency,  and  ob- 
taining the  appointment  of  a  receiver.  Kinsman 
V.  Flsk,  37  App.  Div.  443,  56  N.  Y,  Supp.  33. 

Insolvency,  suspension  of  business,  and  a  re- 
ceivership, alone,  do  not  exting\iish  corporate 
life  In  New  .Jersey.  They  may  Justiiy  the  chan- 
cellor in  declaring  the  charter  forfeited  and 
void,  but  the  assets  may,  on  the  other  hand, 
prove  Bumclcnt  to  pay  creditors  in  full,  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Justify  the  discharge  of  the  receiver  and  the 
resumption  of  the  corporate  business.  This  falls 
short  of  the  civil  death  of  the  corporation  until 
the  final  decree,  and  consequently  the  rule  that 
the  death  of  the  master  terminates  the  servant's 
contract  does  not  apply  to  bar  a  corporate  em- 
ployee's claim  for  damages  for  breach  of  his- 
contract  by  the  insolvency  of  the  corporation. 
Spader  v.  Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J. 
Eq.  18,  20  AU.  378. 

The  mere  appointment  and  qualification  of 
a  receiver  of  a  national  bank  at  the  instance  of 
the  comptroller  of  the  currency  for  failure  to 
redeem  Its  notes  does  not  work  a  forfeiture  of 
the  franchise  and  a  dissolution  of  the  banking 
corporation,  so  as  to  bar  a  creditor  from  main- 
taining suit  against  the  bank  to  establish  the 
validity  of  his  claim.  National  Pahquioque 
Bank  v.  I^lrst  Nat.  %ank,  86  Conn.  325,  4  Am. 
Rep.   80. 

The  mere  insolvency  and  the  appointment  of 
a  receiver  of  a  corporation  are  not  equivalent 
to  its  dissolution,  even  though  it  Is  restrained 
by  Judicial  order  from  transacting  any  more 
business.  City  Ins.  Co.  v.  Commercial  Bank,  68 
111.  348. 

The  appointment  of  a  receiver  to  take  and 
distribute  among  creditors  and  stockholders  all 
the  property  of  a  corporation,  while  sometlmea 
spoken  of  as  a  virtual  dissolution,  does  not  ex- 
tinguish the  franchise,  terminate  the  iegal  ex- 
istence, or  render  the  corporation  incapable  of 
being  sued  at  law  or  in  equity.  Folger  v.  Colum- 
bian Ins.  Co.  99  Mass.  267,  96  Am.  Dec.   747. 

The  fact  that  a  foreign  building  and  loan  as- 
sociation has  been  put  in  the  hands  of  a  receiv- 
er in  its  home  state,  and  forbidden  to  continue 
business,  does  not  relieve  it  from  liability  to 
pay  back  his  investment  to  a  resident  member, 
who  has  given  due  notice  of  his  withdrawal  a» 
required  by  the  corporate  by-laws,  notwith- 
standing the  association  is  unable  to  make  col- 
lections, only  after  which,  according  to  ita  by- 
laws, it  is  bound  to  pay.  Southern  Bldg.  &  L. 
Asso.  V.  Price,  88  Md.  155,  42  L.  B.  A.  206,  41 
Atl.  53. 

YI.  The  earlier  comnwn-law  doctrine  ooncem- 
iny  the  effect  of  dissolution. 

"The  text-books  and  cases  decided  arc  uni- 
form in  their  language, — that  the  real  estate 
held  by  the  corporation  at  its  civil  death  re- 
verts to  the  grantor  and  his  heirs:  that  the 
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power  creating  it,  it  may  annul  its  con- 
tracts, and,  in  doing  so,  does  not  commit  any 
breach  of  the  contract.  The  act  of  annul- 
ment is  deemed  to  be  that  of  the  state,  and 
not  of  the  corporation,  and  gives  the  con- 
tractor no  right  to  claim  damages  as  for  a 
breach  of  his  contract.  Whether,  in  such 
case,  the  contractor  is  entitled  to  be  reim- 
bursed for  his  outlay  and  expenses  is  not  de- 
termined in  that  case,  for  the  reason  that 
no  such  question  was  inyolved.  The  demand 
set  up  and  denied  was  founded  upon  a  con- 
tract of  employment  as  agent,  and  the  dam- 
ages claimed  were  for  anticipated  profits. 
Such  termination  of  the  contract  does  not 
imply  that  it  was  not  a  valid  contract,  im- 
posing obligations  and  conferring  rights  up 
until  the  moment  of  the  dissolution.     The 


contract  in  such  case  cannot  be  conaiilorod 
to  have  been  void  ah  initio.  A  long  list  of 
cases  turning  upon  this  principle  will  be 
found  in  the  note  to  the  case  above  cited,  as 
reported  in  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Corp.  Cas.,  hold- 
ing that  the  parties  to  an  entire  contract  of 
such  a  nature  as  indicates  that  tlioy,  in  en- 
tering into  it,  must  have  contemplated  the 
possibility  of  its  termination  by  act  of  the 
law  or  of  God,  or  by  some  cause  beyond 
their  power,  are,  upon  the  happening  of  such 
event,  relieved  from  its  obligations,  so  far 
as  it  remains  unexecuted,  upon  the  theory 
that  though,  in  form,  it  was  an  entire  and 
indivisible  contract,  yet,  as  the  parties  must 
have  had  in  view  the  contingency  which  ren- 
dered it  impossible  of  further  execution,  or 
gave  right  to  terminate  it,  it  was  in  fact 


perflonal  estate  Tests  in  the  people,  or.  In  Eng- 
land, in  the  Crown ;  and  that  the  debts  due  to 
and  from  the  corporation  are  totally  extln- 
^isbed;  so  that  neither  the  stockholders,  nor 
the  directors  or  tmstees,  of  the  corporation  can 
recover,  or  be  charged  with,  them  in  their 
natnral  capacity.*'  Commercial  Bank  v.  Lock- 
wood,  2  Harr.  (Dei.)  8. 

At  common  law  an  absolute  and  unqualified 
dissolution  of  a  corporation  by  a  decree  of  for- 
feiture or  legislative  repeal  extingulshefi  all 
debts  due  to  or  from  it,  puts  an  end  to  all  its 
rij^bts  of  action  and  property,  and  it  can  no 
longer  sue  or  be  sued,  or  do  any  lawful  act. 
National  Pahquioque  Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank, 
36  Conn.  325,  4  Am.  Rep.  80. 

The  doctrine  of  the  common  law,  that,  upon 
the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  debts  due  to  or 
from  it  are  extinguished,  results  necessarily 
from  the  fact  that,  the  corporation  having  ex- 
pired, whether  by  its  own  limitation,  by  sur- 
render or  ahandonment  of  its  members,  or  Judg- 
ment of  dissolution,  there  is  no  one  in  law  to 
sue  or  be  sued.  High  tower  v.  Thornton,  8  Ga. 
486.  52  Am.  Dec.  412. 

The  elementary  writers,  both  in  England  and 
In  the  United  States,  everywhere  assert  dis- 
tinctly that  debts  due  to  and  from  a  corpora- 
tion are  extinguished  by  its  dissolution,  unless 
prevented  by  the  terms  of  the  charter  Itself,  or 
by  aUunde  legislation ;  that  in .  the  courts  of 
both  countries  this  doctrine  is  too  well  settled 
to  be  overthrown  or  shaken;  and  that  such 
debts  are  so  totally  extinguished  that  the  mem- 
l«rB  of  the  corporation  cannot  recover  or  be 
charged  with  them  in  their  natural  capacities. 
Moultrie  v.  Smiley.  16  Ga.  289. 

Upon  the  dissolution  or  civil  death  of  a  cor- 
poration all  its  real  estate,  by  the  strict  rule  of 
tlie  common  law,  reverts  to  the  original  owners 
or  their  heirs,  and  all  its  personal  estate  vests 
In  the  Crown,  in  England,  and  the  state  here, 
and  all  debts  due  to  or  from  it  are,  by  operation 
of  law,  extingulslied.  Life  Asso.  of  America  v. 
Fassett,  102  111.  315. 

At  common  law  dissolution  implied  that  the 
corporation  had  wholly  ceased  to  exist  for  any 
purpose,  so  that  suits  brought  by  or  against  it 
abated,  and  a  judgment  thereafter  rendered 
against  It  was  a  nullity ;  that  its  title  to  prop- 
erty ceased  to  exist,  and  all  legal  remedies  to 
•mforce  debts  due  by  or  to  It  became  extln- 
^nii^hed.  Bowe  v.  Bf  innesota  Milk  Co.  44  Minn. 
4»>».  47  X.  W.  151. 
60  I^  R.  A. 


The  rule  of  the  common  law  In  respect  of  the 
reversion  to  the  grantor  of  real  estate,  vesting 
in  the  Crown  of  personal  property,  and  ex- 
tinguishment of  debts  and  credits  of  corpora- 
tfbns  when  they  were  dissolved,  had  Its  origin 
when  corporations  were  either  municipal,  eccle- 
siastical, or  eleemosynary,  and  business  corpo- 
rations were  unknown.  There  were  no  stock- 
holders or  natural  persons  entitled  to  the  as- 
sets of  dead  corporations,  and,  as  In  the  case  of 
an  individual  dying  without  heirs,  the  person- 
alty went  to  the  King,  and  to  prevent  the  realty 
from  escheating  to  the  King  It  reverted  to  the 
donor,  upon  the  ground  that,  the  grant  being 
made  to  a  body  corporate  for  public  or  charit- 
able uses,  it  was  made  only  for  life.  Shayne  v. 
Evening  Post  Pub.  Co.  108  N.  Y.  70,  55  L.  U. 
A.  777,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  654,  61  N.  E.  115. 

At  common  law  every  grant  of  land  to  a 
corporation  was  a  grant  for  life  of  the  body 
politic,  conferring  a  power  of  alienation,  but 
coupled  with  a  reservation  of  the  reversion  if 
the  land  should  not  be  aliened  during  the  life 
of  the  corporation.  And  as,  by  statute,  the  com- 
mon law  of  England  In  all  its  parts,  where  not 
Inconsistent  with  constitutional  and  statutory 
law,  was  adopted  and  continued  In  force  In 
South  Carolhia  the  legal  title  to  the  real  estate 
of  a  private  corporation  (not  a  moneyed  or 
trading  company)  reverted  upon  Its  dissolution 
to,  and  vested  in,  the  grantor  or  his  heirs,  al- 
though the  conveyance  to  the  corporation  was 
in  fee.  St.  Philip's  Church  v.  ZIon  Presby. 
Church,  23  S.  C.  297. 

The  common-law  rule,  whereby,  upon  the 
civil  death  of  a  corporation,  all  its  unsold  real 
estate  reverted  to  its  grantor,  all  its  personal 
estate  vested  In  the  state,  and  all  debts  due  to 
or  from  it  were  extinguished,  so  that  neither 
the  stockholders,  directors,  nor  trustees,  could 
recover  or  be  charged  with  the  debts  In  their 
natural  capacity,  was  applied  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Tennessee,  to  prevent  a  recovery  upon 
a  note  secured  by  a  deed  of  trust  execi^ted  to 
the  Bank  of  Tennessee  after  the  charter  of  that 
corporation  had  expired.  White  v.  Campbell, 
5  Humph.  38. 

The  court  there  held  both  deed  and  note  in- 
operative and  void,  saying,  In  answer  to  the 
argument  that  the  maker  fairly  owed  the  debt, 
and  Intended  to  secure  the  stockholders :  "We 
cannot  recognize  the  existence  of  stockholders 
of  a  defunct  corporation,  and  we  cannot  .  .  . 
go  behind  the  note  and  deed  to  hunt  for  a  dif- 
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find  in  law  a  divisible  contract,  contrary  to 
its  form,  and  recovery  is  allowed  for  such 
part  of  the  contract  as  has  been  performed, 
but  profits  which  would  have  arisen  from 
further  and  future  performance  are  denied 
and  refused.  Mumma  v.  Potomac  Co.  8  Pet. 
286,  8  L.  ed.  947;  Fenton  v.  Clark,  II  Vt. 
557;  Fuller  v.  Brown,  II  Met.  440;  Ryan 
V.  Dayton,  25  Conn.  188,  65  Am.  Dec.  560; 
Willington  v.  West  Boylaton,  4  Pick.  101; 
Yerrington  v.  Greene,  7  R.  I.  589,  84  Am. 
Dec.  578;  Stewart  v.  Loring,  6  Allen,  306, 
81  Am.  Dec.  747;  Knight  v.  Bean,  22  Me. 
631 ;  Merrill  v.  Suffolk  Bank,  31  Me.  57,  50 
Am.  Dec.  649 :  Read  v.  Frankfort  Bank,  23 
Me.  321;  Farrow  v.  WiUon,  L.  R.  4  C.  P. 
744;  Tasker  v.  Shepherd,  6  Hurlst.  &  N. 
575;  Charnley  v.  Winstanley,  5  East,  266: 


Taylor  v.  Caldwell,  3  Best  &  S.  826 ;  Rhodes 
V.  Forwood,  L.  R.  1  App.  Cas.  256 ;  Thumell 
v.  Balbemie,  2  Mees.  &  W.  786 ;  Brogden  v. 
Marriott,  2  Scott,  703;  Woraley  v.  Wood, 
6  T.  R.  710;  Davison  v.  Mure,  3  Dougl.  28; 
Milner  v.  Field,  5  Exch.  829;  Morgan  v. 
Bimie,  9  Ring.  672;  People  v.  Manninijr,  8 
Cow.  297,  18  Am.  Dec  451;  Carpenter  v. 
Stevens,  12  Wend.  689;  Wolfe  v.  Howes,  24 
Barb.  174;  Fcfcy  v.  North,  19  Barb.  341; 
Spalding  v.  iJo«a,  71  N.  Y.  40,  27  Am.  Rep. 
7;  Sturges  v.  TVinderftiU,  73  N.  Y.  390; 
Smith  V.  Brady,  17  N.  Y.  173,  72  Am.  Dec 
442 ;  Walker  v.  Tucker,  70  111.  627 ;  Orr  v. 
Ward,  73  111.  318 :  Hercules  Mut.  Life  Assur. 
Soc.  v.  Brinker,  77  N.  Y.  435.  By  far  the 
greater  number  of  these  cases  involve  con- 
tracts for  compensation  to  agents  and  serv- 


ferent  payee  and  a  different  cestui  que  trust 
from  that  mentioned  in  the  instrument."   Ibid. 

On  the  dissolution  of  a  Tennessee  corporation 
its  real  estate  reverts  back  to  the  original 
grantor  or  his  heirs.  Acklin  v.  Paschal,*  48 
,Tex.  147,  Citing  White  v.  Campbell,  fi  Humph. 
38. 

At  common  law,  upon  the  death  or  dissolu- 
tion of  a  corporation  its  real  property  reverted 
to  the  donors,  and  Its  personal  property  escheat- 
ed to  the  King,  while  the  debts  due  to  and  from 
it  were  thereby  extinguished,  and  all  actions 
pending  for  or  against  it  abated.  Wallamet 
Falls  Canal  &  Lock  Co.  v.  KIttrldge.  5  Sawy.  44. 

The  doctrine  of  the  common  law  as  to  the 
effect  of  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  upon 
its  real  and  personal  property,  debts  and  cred- 
its, had  its  origin  when  corporations  were  either 
municit?al  or  ecclesiaHtlcal,  and  were  dissolved 
for  abuse  or  nonuse  of  their  powers.  Their  real 
estate,  which  usually  was  acquired  as  a  dona- 
tion to  public  or  pious  uses,  was  held  to  revert, 
upon  the  cessation  of  the  use,  to  the  donors, 
and  their  personal  property  to  escheat  to  the 
King  for  want  of  owners.  In  these  cases  there 
were  no  stockholders  who  were  entitled,  equita- 
bly or  otherwise,  to  the  assets  of  dead  corpo- 
rations, and,  as  in  the  case  of  a  natural  person 
dying  without  heirs,  the  personalty  went  to  the 
King;  but,  to  prevent  the  real  estate  from  es- 
cheating to  the  Crown,  it  was  held  to  revert  to 
the  donor,  upon  the  theory  that  it  was  made 
over  to  the  corporation  only  for  its  life.    Ibid. 

Vll.  Comment  and  criticiMm  concerning  it. 

According  to  the  old  settled  law  of  the  land, 
says  Kent  (Com.  f  33.  p.  307).  where  there  Is 
no  special  statute  provision  to  the  contrary, 
upon  the  civil  death  of  n  corporation  all  Its  real 
estate,  remainiug  unsold,  reverts  back  to  the 
original  grantor  and  bis  heirs.  The  debts  due 
to  and  from  the  corporation  are  all  extin- 
guished. Neither  the  stockholders,  nor  the 
directors  or  trustees  of  the  corporation,  can  re- 
cover those  debts,  or  be  charged  with  them  in 
their  natural  capacity.  All  the  personal  estate 
of  the  corporation  vests  in  the  people  as  suc- 
ceeding to  this  right  and  prerogative  of  the 
Crcwii  at  common  law. 

It  la  observed.  In  the  appended  note  to  the 
1 0th  edition,  the  rule  of  the  common  law  has 
In  fact  become  obsolete  and  odious.  It  has  never 
l»een  applied  to  Insolvent  or  dissolved  moneyed 
l\S)  L.  R.  A. 


corr-oratlona  in  England.  The  sound  doctrine 
now  is,  as  shown  by  statutes  and  Judicial  deci- 
sions, that  the  capital  and  debts  of  banking  and 
other  moneyed  corporations  constitute  a  trust 
fund  and  pledge  for  the  payment  of  creditors 
<icd  sloc!.>iolders ;  and  a  court  of  equity  will 
lay  hold  <-f  the  fund,  and  see  that  it  Is  duly 
cfl'.ei'ted  and  applied. 

And  in  Ilightow^er  v.  Thornton,  8  6a.  486. 
52  Am.  Dec.  412,  Lumpkin,  J.,  quotes  Chancel- 
lor Kent  approvingly  as  having  given  his  pro- 
fes<uonal  opinion,  which  was  read  on  the  argu- 
ment of  Nevitt  V.  Bank  of  Port  Gibson.  6 
Smcdes  ft  M.  513.  in  which  "he  asserts  that 
there  is  not  an  instance  in  the  English  law  In 
which  the  funds  of  an  Insolvent  or  forfeited 
moneyed  Institution  have  been  permitted  to  \te 
abandoned,  and  creditors  denied  redress  and 
payment  out  of  them :  and  he  adds  that,  to 
permit  the  odious  and  obHolete  doctrine  of  an- 
cient date,  before  moneyed  Institutions  were  In- 
troduced, to  be  now  applied  to  the  dissolution 
of  a  bank,  perhaps  by  Its  own  mismanagement 
and  abuse,  so  that  ali  Its  assets  were  to  be  con- 
sidered us  dispersed  to  the  wind,  without  any 
owner  or  power  any  where  to  collect  and  Justly 
apply  them,  would  be  a  disgrace  to  any  civil- 
ized state." 

Of  the  doctrine  of  the  common  law  as  stated 
lu  the  text-books,  Campbell,  J.,  of  the  Cnlted 
States  Supreme  Court,  remarked  that  "the  con- 
sequences are  visited  without  any  discrimina- 
tion ;  the  losses  are  imposed  upon  those  who  are 
not  blameworthy,  and  the  benefits  are  accumu- 
lated upon  those  who  are  without  desert.** 
Racon  V.  Hol>ertson,  18  How.  480.  15  I.,  ed. 
499. 

According  to  common-law  principles  the  debts 
of  a  corporation  either  to  It  or  from  It  are  ex- 
tinguished by  Its  dissolution;  nor  are  its  mem- 
bers liable  in  their  individual  characters  for 
auy  part  of  Its  debts.  Its  lands  revert  to  the  don- 
ors. Its  personalty  goes  to  the  commonwealth. 
"If  these  things  be  so  (and  there  la  no  rea- 
soualjle  doubt  about  in.  they  are  grosaly  un- 
just," said  Tucker,  P.,  for  the  Virginia  court 
of  appeals.  In  1830.  "It  cannot  be  Just  that  the 
members  of  a  joint-stock  company  should  for 
felt  their  property  to  the  commonwealth  by  the 
expiration  of  their  charter.  It  cannot  be  Just 
that  the  land  which  they  have  purchased  and 
paid  for  should  revert  to  the  grantor,  who  In* 
already  received  value  for  it.  It  cannot  be  Juat 
that  those  who  are  Indebted  to  the  corporation 
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ants,  in  whicb  no  demand  for  money  laid  out 
and  expended  in  preparation  for,  and  execu- 
tion of,  the  contract  waa  made  or  could  have 
been  set  up.  Hence  in  none  of  them  is  that 
question  passed  upon.  The  doctrine  of  the 
case  of  People  v.  Globe  Mut,  L.  Ina.  Co.  91  N. 
Y.  174,  is  examined,  and  repudiated  as  un- 
sound, and  at  variance  with  the  principles 
of  law  in  Rosenhaum  v.  United  States  Credit 
System  Co,  61  N.  J.  L.  643,  40  Atl.  591. 
Speaking  for  the  court,  Chancellor  McGill 
said:  "It  appears  to  us  that  the  material 
fact  that  the  corporation  defendant  is  a 
stock  company,  and  that  its  capital  stands 
as  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts, 
is  lost  sight  of.  Such  a  company  may  be- 
come insolvent,  and  its  charter  may  be  for- 
feited, when  its  assets  may  be  more  than 


Bufiiclent  to  pay  its  debts.  Everyone  who 
deals  with  such  a  corporation  docH  ho  in 
view  of  the  trust  fund  its  capital  provides, 
and  the  security  that  fund  is  intended  to 
afford.  The  stockholders  who  provide  the 
fund  invite  confidence  because  of  it,  that 
through  such  confidence  their  venture  may 
be  profitable  to  them.  The  mere  statement 
of  this  situation  makes  conspicuous  the  in- 
justice of  any  course  of  reasoning  which 
will  return  to  the  stockholders  their  capit-al 
before  satisfaction  of  all  losses  induced  by 
faith  in  it  shall  be  made.  The  'state  cre- 
ates corporations,  and  requires  of  thorn  the 
provision  of  such  a  trust  fund,  and,  when  it 
destroys  their  corporate  existence,  natural 
justice  requires  that  it  sliall  provide  for  dis- 
tribution of  the  fimd,  so  that  no  part  of  it 


I  a  bank,  for  instance)  should  be  absolved  from 
thMr  engagements ;  and  still  less  that,  by  a  for- 
feiture of  Its  charter,  those  to  whom  It  is  in- 
debted should  lose  their  just  demands."  Rider 
T.  Nelson  &  A.  Union  Factory,  7  Leigh,  154,  30 
Am.  Dec.  495. 

The  doctrine  that  the  debts  of  a  corporation 
loth  to  and  from  it  are  extinguished  by  its  dis- 
solution is  odious.  A  majority  of  the  American 
itates  have,  by  enlightened  legislation,  inter- 
posed to  prevent,  to  ward  off,  the  Iniquitous 
consequence  of  this  common-law  rule,  the  ex- 
istence of  which  is  a  disgrace  to  a  civilized 
state.  Such  ia  the  rule,  however,  but  a  court 
is  not  called  upon  to  extend  it  one  jot  or  tittle 
beyond  the  reason  which  gave  it  birth.  Thorn- 
ton T.  Lane,  11  Ga.  459. 

When  a  corporation  Is  dissolved  by  having 
lived  out  its  term,  and  there  is  no  saving 
statute,  following  the  rule  of  the  common  law 
its  real  estate  reverts  to  the  grantor,  its  per- 
wnal  property  goes  to  the  state,  and  its  choses 
in  action,  debts,  etc.,  are  extinguished.  Fox  v. 
Horah,  36  N.  C.  (1  Ired.  Eq.)  358,  36  Am. 
Dec.  4& 

Judge  Thompson  (6  Tbomp.  Corp.  |  6720) 
referred  to  this  decision  as  being  "in  accordance 
with  the  barbarous  rule  of  the  common  law ;" 
and  said  it  was  "probably  the  last  case  of  its 
ktod." 

But  its  doctrine  was  reiterated  and  applied 
more  than  twenty  years  later  (1863)  in  the 
ease  of  Malloy  v.  Mallett,  59  N.  C.  (6  Jones, 
Eq.)  345. 

I^ater,  however  (1879),  the  court  virtually 
repudiated  the  doctrine.  Speaking  of  these  de- 
cisions, it  said  that  they  were  made,  and  their 
conclusions  were  reached,  after  full  discussion 
and  careful  consideration  by  able  Jurists,  and 
its  reluctance  to  disturb  them  after  so  long 
an  acquiescence  by  the  profession  could  be  over- 
c^Hne  only  by  the  clearest  convictions  of  their 
error.  But,  it  was  added,  they  rested  upon 
"Strictly  legal  principles,  well  settled  by  au- 
thority, and  carried  to  logical  results ;  and  a 
:vmedy  existed  In  calling  in  to  exercise,  in  be- 
*iaif  of  creditors  and  others  interested,  the 
equitable  Jurisdiction  of  the  court.  And,  re- 
garding the  debts  and  other  property  of  the  dis- 
^Ived  corporation  as  the  property  of  its  cred- 
itors, a  eoart  of  equity  would  reach  forth  and 
other  up  and  collect  the  assets  though  there 
vere  no  legal  owner,  and  would  distribute  them 
«  L.  R.  A. 


to  creditors  first  and  stockholders  afterwards. 
Von  Glahn  v.  De  Rosset,  81  N.  C.  467.- 

And  finally  (1897)  the  doctrine  was  emphat- 
ically repudiated,  and  the  decision  in  Fox  v. 
Horah,  36  N.  C.  (1  Ired.  Eq.)  358,  36  Am.  Dec. 
48,  9upra,  expressly  overruled ;  and  It  was  ques- 
tioned whether  the  common  law  ever  really 
sanctioned  a  rule  so  plainly  **not  founded  upon 
Justice  and  reason,  nor  approved  by  experi- 
ence." Wilson  V.  Leary,  120  N.  C.  90,  38  L.  B. 
A.  240,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  778,  26  S.  E.  630. 

The  case  of  Fox  v.  Horah,  36  N.  C.  (1  Ired. 
Eq.)  358.  36  Am.  Dec.  48,  was  fully  analyzed, 
explained,  distinguished,  and  circumscribed  In 
Moultrie  v.  Smiley,  16  Ga.  280. 

Mr.  Cook  (2  Corp.  5th  ed.  i  641),  adverting 
to  the  allcj^ed  common-law  doctrine  that,  upon 
the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  all  its  assets 
belonged  to  the  state,  and  all  its  debts  were  can- 
celed, and  its  acceptance  in  text-books  and  decl 
sions  for  more  than  a  century,  says  that,  never- 
theless, the  courts  uniformly  refused  to  apply 
it,  and  resorted  to  various  devices  and  fictions 
to  avoid  doing  so ;  and  finally,  in  1899,  an  Eng- 
lish court,  in  the  case  of  Re  Higginson  [1899 J 
1  Q.  B.  325,  denied  that  such  doctrine  ever  was 
the  common  law,  and  showed  that  in  the  17th 
and  18th  centuries  many  corporations  were 
dissolved,  and  In  no  single  case  was  such  doc- 
trine ever  applied. 

The  authorities  for  the  proposition  that,  on 
the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  aggregate  debts 
due  to  or  from  it  are  extinguished,  says  Wright, 
J.,  of  the  English  Queen's  bench,  in  the  case  to 
which  Mr.  Cook  referred,  are  by  no  means  clear 
or  satisfactory.  In  1  Bl.  Com.  484,  and  in  2 
Kyd,  Corporations,  510,  and  in  Grant,  Cori^o- 
ratlons,  303,  such  a  proposition  is  stated,  but 
in  terms  which  suggest  that  no  more  is  meant 
than  that  after  the  dissolution  the  Individuals 
who  were  members  or  officers  of  the  corpora- 
tion cannot  sue  or  be  sued  in  respect  of  its 
rights  or  obligations;  and  this  is  all  that  is 
established  by  the  cases  there  cited.  The  Amer- 
ican decision  iu  the  case  of  Bank  of  Vincennes 
V.  State,  1  Blackf.  267,  12  Am.  Dec.  234,  reiles 
on  these  authorities  as  supporting  the  general 
proposition,  but  it  does  not  advert  to  this  quali- 
fication, or  add  new  references  to  authority,  and 
the  authorities  cited  do  not  In  any  way  support 
the  proposition,  except  as  qualified.  Grant  Is 
explicit  in  the  sanje  case,  but  does  not  refer  to 
any  authority  which,  so  far  as  I  can  see,  has 
any  bearing  on  the  matter.   Nor  do  the  old  au- 
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shall  be  returned  to  those  who  offer  it  as  se- 
curity for  the  action  of  others,  until  the 
latter  shall  have  all  the  protection  against 
loss  in  their  undertaking  that  it  is  capable 
of  affording." 

Other  cases  more  analogous  to  the  one 
now  under  consideration  hold  that  the  effect 
of  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  upon  un- 
expired or  executory  contracts  is  to  excuse 
further  performance  and  render  them  nuga- 
tory as  to  so  much  as  remains  unperformed, 
but  to  entitle  the  obligee  to  damages  for  the 
breach  of  £he  contract  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
assets  of  the  dissolved  corporation.  10  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  1312.  Thus,  in  Hchleider  v. 
Dielman,  44  La.  Ann.  463,  10  So.  934,  the 
court  held  the  dissolution  of  the  corpora- 
tion to  be  a  breach  of  the  contract,  giving 


the  other  party  the  right  to  recover  what 
he  has  already  expended  toward  the  per- 
formance of  it  and  the  profits  which  he 
wovdd  have  realized  by  performance.  Re 
Wiltahire  Iron  Co.  L.  R.  3  Ch.  443,  holds 
that  where  a  sale  of  personal  property  has 
been  made  by  a  corporation  which  is  dis- 
solved before  delivery  of  the  property,  the 
purchaser  has  a  valid  claim  for  damages 
for  the  breach  of  the  contract,  payable  out 
of  the  assets  of  the  company.  In  Spader  v. 
Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J.  Eq.  18, 
20  Atl.  378,  it  is  held  that  where  a  person 
was  employed  by  a  corporation  for  a  term  of 
years  for  a  fixed  salary,  and  before  the  ex- 
piration of  the  term  the  corporation  became 
insolvent,  and  a  receiver  was  appointed  to 
wind  up  its  affairs,  the  employee  was  en- 


thorltles  as  to  the  effect  of  dissolution  of  mu- 
nicipal and  other  corporations  add  anything  de- 
cisive to  the  question.  In  the  17th  and  18th 
centuries  corporations  aggregate  constituted  by 
charter  or  letters  patent  were  numerous,  and 
questions  frequently  occurred  as  to  the  effect 
upon  their  rights  and  obligations  of  dissolu- 
tion, revival,  and  reincorporation  with  or  with- 
out change  of  name  or  constitution.  I  cannot 
find  that  tn  any  case  the  rights  or  obligations 
of  a  corporation  were  held  to  be  affected  by  a 
technical  dissolution.  Nor,  on  the  other  hand, 
can  I  And  a  case  In  which  such  a  question  has 
been  decided  where  the  corporation  had  not 
been  revived,  or  some  provision  made  by  statute 
or  charter  with  reference  to  its  obligations. 
Re  lllgginson  [ISOO]  1  Q.  B.  325. 

There  is  In  the  opinion  of  Lumpkin,  J.,  In 
Moultrie  v.  Rmlley,  16  Ga.  289,  a  very  full  and 
learned  examination  Into  the  origin,  reason  for, 
extent  and  limitations  of  the  rule  that  debts 
due  to  and  from  a  corporation  are  extinguished 
by  its  dissolution.  It  Is  too  long  to  give  here  in 
extenso,  and  cannot,  without  sacrifice,  be  ab- 
stracted. The  reader  will  do  well  to  supplement 
this  note  by  perusing  It. 

VIII.  The  trust-fund,  or  "American,"  doctrine. 

The  trust  fund  doctrine,  called  frequently  the 
"American"  doctrine,  was  formulated  by  Mr. 
Justice  Story. 

"It  appears  to  me,*'  said  that  Jurist  In  Wood 
V.  Dummer,  3  Mason.  308,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,944, 
**very  clear  upon  general  principles,  as  well  as 
the  legislative  intention,  that  the  capital  stock 
of  banks  is  to  be  deemed  a  pledge  or  trust  fund 
for  the  payment  of  the  debts  contracted  by  the 
bank.  ...  To  me  this  point  appears  so 
plain  upon  principles  of  law,  as  well  as  common 
sense,  that  I  cannot  be  brought  Into  any  doubt 
that  the  charters  of  our  banks  make  the  capital 
stock  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  all  the 
debts  of  the  corporation." 

And,  in  conformity  with  these  views,  he  held 
that  the  capital  stock  of  a  bank  is  a  trust  fund 
for  creditors,  and,  upon  the  division  of  it,  the 
stockholders  take  It  subject  to  all  the  equities 
attached  to  It.  They  are  privies  to  the  trust, 
and  receive  It  cum  onere.    Ibid. 

And,  on  the  dissolution  of  a  banking  corpora- 
tion, the  bill  holders  and  the  stockholders  have 
each  equitable  claims,  but  those  of  bill  holders 
possess  a  prior  exclusive  equity.  Ibid. 
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The  idea  that  the  property  of  Insolvent  cor- 
poiniui-  s  ..•;  ii<»!'i  by  tliem  In  trust  for  creditors, 
— is  a  trust  estate  in  their  hands, — and  to  oe 
administered  by  chancery  as  such,  is  said  to 
have  originated  In  a  dictum  of  Story,  J.,  in 
Wood  V.  Dummer,  3  Mason,  308,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
17,044,  and  to  have  no  existence  at  common 
law.  It  has  not  been  adopted  In  England,  but  is 
distinctly  a  creature  of  some  courts  In  this 
country,  and  is  styled  the  "American  doctrine." 
O'Bear  Jewelry  Co.  v.  Volfer,  106  Ala.  205,  28 
L.  K.  A.  707,  &4  Am,  St.  Rep.  31.  17  So.  525. 

The  trust-fund  doctrine  Is  usually  stated  in 
the  decisions  in  terms  quite  broad  and  general. 
Thus : — 

The  property  of  an  Insolvent  trading  corpo- 
ration while  under  the  control  of  Its  officers 
being  a  trust  fund  In  their  hands  for  the  bene- 
rtt  of  its  creditors,  a  court  of  equity,  which 
never  allows  a  trust  to  fail  for  want  of  a  trus- 
tee, will  sec  to  the  execution  of  the  trust,  al- 
though by  the  dissolution  of  the  c(^rporatlon  the 
legal  title  to  its  property  has  been  changed. 
Curran  v.  Arkansas,  16  How.  304,  14  L.  ed. 
705. 

In  contrast  to  the  rule  of  the  common  law.  the 
rule  in  equity  was  that  while,  upon  dissolution, 
a  corporation  ceased  to  exist,  yet  Its  property 
was  impressed  with  a  trust  in  favor  of  its 
creditors  and  stockholders  as  beneficiaries, 
whose  Interests  equity  would  protect  by  ap- 
pointing a  trustee  If  necessary  to  execute  the 
trust.  Bowe  v.  Minnesota  Milk  Co.  44  Minn. 
460,  47  N.  W.  151. 

When  a  corporation  Is  dissolved,  discontinues 
its  business,  makes  a  general  assignment,  or 
does  any  other  act  Indicating  positive  Insol- 
vency, its  property  thereafter  Is  affected  by  an 
equitable  Hen  or  trust  for  the  benefit  of  all  Its 
creditors,  and  these  may  individually  be  re- 
strained by  injunctions  against  appropriating 
the  corporate  assets  to  the  payment  of  their 
claims.  M'Claren  v.  Union  Roller  Mills  &  Eleva- 
tor Co.  95  Tenn.  696.  35  S.  W.  88. 

It  is  well  settled  that  the  property  of  a  cor- 
poration Is  a  trust  fund  in  the  hands  of  its 
directors  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders,— that  is.  to  the  extent  of  preventing 
the  directors  from  dealing  with  it  to  their  own 
advantage,  or  in  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the 
creditors  and  stockholders.  Goodin  v.  Cincin- 
nati &  W.  Canal  Co.  18  Ohio  St  169,  98  Am. 
Dec.  95. 

In  the  view  of  equity  the  property  of  a  dis- 
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titled  to  damages  for  the  breach  of  his  con- 
tract, payable  pro  rata  out  of  the  assets  in 
the  hands  of  the  receiver. 

In  treating  of  this  subject,  Cook  on  Cor- 
porations, 5  641,  says:  "It  was  formerly  be- 
lieved to  be  the  common  law  that  upon  the 
dissolution  of  a  corporation  all  its  assets 
belonged  to  the  state,  and  all  its  debts  were 
canceled,  and  that  the  creditors  were  not 
entitled  to  anything  from  the  assets.  This 
remarkable  theory  has  been  stated  and  re- 
stated in  text-books  and  decisions  of  the 
courts  for  over  one  hundred  years.  It  is 
found  in  Blackstone's  Commentaries  and  In 
the  old  works  of  Kyd  on  Corporations  and 
Grant  on  Corporations.  The  courts,  however, 
while  upholding  the  rule  theoretically,  have 
quite  uniformly   refused   to   apply   such   a 


doctrine,  and  have  invented  various  theo- 
ries, fictions,  and  arguments  for  avoiding 
this  supposed  doctrine  of  the  common  law. 
Finally,  in  1899,  an  English  court  denied 
that  the  common  law  ever  countenanced 
such  confiscation,  and  showed  that  in  the 
seventeenth  and  eighteenth  centuries  many 
corporations  were  dissolved,  and  that  in  not 
a  single  case  was  any  such  doctrine  applied. 
It  again  may  be  said  that,  although  the 
common  law  has  its  reproaches,  this  is  not 
one  of  them.  The  American  courts  have  al- 
ways refused  to  follow  the  supposed  com- 
mon-law rule  on  this  subject."  The  same 
work  says,  at  $  G42:  "As  already  seen,  the 
old  rule  that  upon  dissolution  all  debts  by 
or  to  the  corporation  are  rendered  unen- 
forceable is  no  longer  the  law.    It  has  been 


^Ived  corporation  constitutes  a  trust  fund 
pledged  to  the  payment  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders. Broughton  v.  Pensacola,  93  U.  S.  268, 
23  L.  ed.   806. 

The  property  of  an  Insolvent  corporation  con- 
stitutes a  trust  fund  pledged  to  the  payment  of 
all  its  debts  equally  and  ratably.  Butler  v. 
Cockrill.  20  C.  C.  A.  122,  38  U.  S.  App.  702, 
73  Fed.  945. 

It  is  a  very  plain  proposition  that  the  stock 
and  property  of  every  corporation  are  to  be  re- 
carded  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  Its 
debts,  and  Its  creditors  have  a  lien  and  the 
right  to  priority  of  payment  over  any  stock- 
holder. Bartlett  v.  Drew,  57  N.  T.  587,  Fol- 
lowed In  Hastings  v.  Drew,  76  N.  T.  9. 

In  Nevltt  V.  Bank  of  Port  Gibson.  6  Smedes 
•Jk  M.  513,  said  Lumpkin,  J.,  of  the  supreme 
court  of  Georgia,  "nearly  all  the  learning  on 
this  subject  was  exhausted,  it  having  been  twice 
argued  with  singular  diligence  and  ability.  And 
there,  as  everywhere  else  where  the  question 
has  been  raised,  a  majority  of  the  court  held 
that  the  property  and  debts  due  to  and  belong- 
ing to  the  bank  was  a  trust  fund  subject  to  the 
cognizance  and  control  of  a  court  of  equity  for 
the  benefit  of  creditors.  Hlghtower  v.  Thorn- 
ton, 8  6a.  486,  52  Am.  Dec.  412. 

The  authorities  are  uniform  that,  in  case  a 
corporation  Is  insolvent.  Its  directors  and  offi- 
cers are  trustees  for  Its  creditors,  and  must 
manage  Its  property  and  assets  with  strict  re- 
tard to  their  interests,  and,  if  they  themselves 
are  creditors,  they  cannot  secure  any  prefer- 
ence or  advantage  over  other  creditors  while 
managing  the  Insolvent  corporation.  Haywood 
▼.  Lincoln  Lumber  Co.  64  Wis.  639,  26  N.  W. 
184. 

The  assets  of  an  Insolvent  corporation  are  a 
rrnst  fund  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders.   Sands  v.  Klmbark,  27  N.  Y.  148. 

While  a  corporation  continues  solvent,  its 
<>iSc1als  are  agents  or  trustees  for  Its  share- 
holders, bnt  owe  duty  or  obligation  to  none  oth- 
ers. Bat  the  moment  a  corporation  becomes  In- 
^iTent  its  assets  must  be  regarded  as  a  trust 
f^nd  for  the  payment  of  all  its  creditors,  and 
The  directors  occupy  the  position  of  trustees, — 
t  fiduciary  relation  which  forbids  them  to  take 
the  trust  property  and  apply  It  to  the  payment 
of  corporate  debts  due  to  themselves.  Beach  v. 
Millpr.  130  111.  162,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  291,  22 
N.  E.  464. 

A  corporation  being  insolvent  and  ceasing  to 
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prosecute  the  business  for  which  It  was  creat- 
ed. Its  assets  become  a  trust  fund  In  the  hands 
of  its  directors,  to  be  used  by  them  In  paying 
the  corporate  creditors.  Slough  v.  Ponca  Mill 
Co.  54  Neb.  500,  74  N.  W.  868. 

The  assets  of  a  corporation  are  a  trust  fund 
for  the  payment  of  its  debts,  upon  which  cred- 
itors have  an  equitable  Hen,  as  against  both 
stockholders  and  all  transferees,  except  those 
purchasing  In  good  faith  and  for  value.  Cole  v. 
Mlllertou  Iron  Co.  133  N.  Y.  164,  28  Am.  St. 
Rep.  615,  30  N.  E.  847. 

Nothing  Is  better  settled  than  that  the  assets 
of  an  Insolvent  corporation  are  a  fund  for  the 
payment  of  Its  debtH.  The  holders  of  such  prop- 
erty take  It  charged  with  a  trust  In  favor  of 
such  creditors,  which  a  court  of  equity  will  en- 
force. Sliamokin  Valley  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Malone, 
85  Pa.  25. 

The  settled  law  of  Tennessee  is  declared  to 
be  that  the  assets  of  an  Insolvent  corporation 
become,  from  the  date  of  Its  assured  Insolvency, 
a  fixed  trust  fund  for  the  equal  pro  rata  distri- 
bution among  Its  creditors,  unless  otherwise 
provided  by  law  or  fixed  by  a  valid  contract. 
Tradesman  Pub.  Co.  v.  Knox vi He  Car  Wheel 
Co.  95  Tenn.  634,  31  L.  R.  A.  593,  49  Am.  St. 
Rep.  943,  32  S.  W.  1097. 

When  an  Insolvent  corporation  ceases  to 
carry  on  Its  business,  and  by  a  conveyance  of 
all  Its  profjerty  Incapacitates  Itself  from  con- 
tinuing business,  the  law  makes  Its  assets  a 
trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  all  Its  creditors 
without  preference.  Lyons-Thomas  Hardware 
Co.  V.  Perry  Stove  Mfg.  Co.  80  Tex.  143,  22  L. 
R.  A.  802,  24  S.  W.  16,  88  Tex.  468,  27  S. 
W.  100. 

In  equity  the  capital  stock  of  a  corporation 
Is  regarded  as  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of 
debts.  The  creditors  have  a  lien  upon  it  wiilch 
Is  prior  In  point  of  right  to  any  claim  which 
the  stockholders  as  such  can  have  upon  It ;  and 
courts  will  be  astute  to  detect  and  defeat  any 
scheme  or  device  which  Is  calculated  to  with- 
draw this  fund,  or  In  any  way  to  place  It  beyond 
the  reach  of  creditors.  Crandall  y.  Lincoln,  52 
Conn.  73.  94,  52  Am.  Rep.  560. 

This  Is  the  settled  law.  Buck  v.  Ross,  68 
Conn.  29,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  60,  35  Atl.  763. 

The  capital,  unpaid  subscriptions  to  the  capi- 
tal stock,  and  the  liability  of  holders  of  paid- 
up  stock  to  pay  an  additional  amount  equal  to 
the  par  value  of  their  stock,  are  all  parts  of  a 
trust  estate  sacredly  pledged  for  the  seeurUy  ot  j 
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held  that  the  liability  of  a  corporation  to 
deliver  goods  according  to  an  executory  con- 
tract ceases  upon  such  corporation  passing 
into  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  where  the  re- 
ceivership was  accompanied  by  the  usual  in- 
junction against  the  further  transaction  of 
business  by  the  insolvent  corporation.  This 
conclusion  is  arrived  at  on  the  theory  that 
the  failure  to  perform  was  due  to  the  opera- 
tion of  law,  and  hence  that  no  damages 
could  be  recovered  for  breach  of  the  con- 
tract. The  better  rule,  however,  is  that, 
even  at  common  law,  the  obligations  of  a 
corporation  do  not  cease  by  reason  of  its 
dissolution.  The  dissolution  of  a  company 
does  not  put  an  end  to  its  executory  contract 
to  employ  a  person,  nor  obligations  which 
were  created  for  a  period  longer  than  the 


duration  of  the  corporate  charter.  Where 
a  corporation  is  dissolved  before  a  lease  tak- 
en by  it  runs  out,  the  lessor  may  hold  its 
assets  liable  for  the  breach  of  contract. 
Where  a  receiver  is  appointed,  he  generally 
finds  a  number  of  executory  contracts  in 
force, — contracts  of  employment,  or  for 
rental  of  premises,  or  for  purchases  of  ma- 
terial, etc.  He  tlien  must  decide  whether 
he  wishes  to  adopt  any  of  these  contracts  as 
his  own.  If  he  does  not  adopt  a  particular 
contract,  then  that  contractor  has  no  pre- 
ferred claim  against  the  receiver,  as  a  part 
of  the  receiver's  expenses  or  disbursements, 
but  has  merely  a  claim  against  the  corpora- 
tion and  its  general  assets,  and  this  claim 
may  be  for  past  sums  due  or  for  breach  of 
contract,  or  both.   On  the  other  hand,  if  the 


the  creditors  of  a  national  banking  association 
organized  under  the  national  banking  acts. 
Stuart  v.  Hayden,  18  C.  C.  A.  618,  36  U.  S.  App. 
462,  '72  Fed.  402. 

The  law  is  that,  when  a  corporation  Is  in- 
solvent. Its  capital  is  a  trust  fund  for  the  pay- 
ment of  its  debts.  Hence,  a  director  who  is  a 
creditor  upon  a  pre-existing  debt  cannot  take 
advantage  of  his  superior  information  to  secure 
his  demand  in  preference  to  other  creditors. 
Hill  V.  Pioneer  Lumber  Co.  113  N.  C.  173,  21 
L.  R.  A.  560,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  621,  18  S.  E. 
107. 

The  capital  stock  and  profits  of  a  dissolved 
corporation  should  be  regarded  as  a  trust 
fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  and 
liabiJltlcs,  and  the  stockholders  are  only  en- 
titled to  such  surplus  as  remains  after  their 
payment.    Dudley  v*  Price,  10  B.  Mon.  84. 

When  a  state  becomes  the  sole  stockholder  In 
a  corporation  chartered  by  it  for  trading  pur- 
poses, and  such  corporation  becomes  insolvent, 
the  state,  upon  taking  the  corporate  property, 
does  so  as  stockholder,  and  not  as  sovereign, 
and  takes  such  property  charged  with  a  trust 
in  favor  of  the  corporate  creditors.  Curran  v. 
Arkansas.  15  How.  304,  14  L.  ed.  705. 

The  obligations  of  Its  contracts  survive  the 
dissolution  of  a  corporation,  and  its  creditors 
may  enforce  their  claims  against  any  property 
belonging  to  the  corporation  which  has  not 
passed  to  bona  fide  purchasers,  but  IS  still  held 
in  trust  for  the  company  or  its  stockholders  at 
the  time  of  Its  dissolution,  in  any  mode  per- 
mitted by  law.  Mumma  v.  Potomac  Co.  8  Pet. 
286,  8  L.  ed.  945. 

Its  debts  survive  the  dissolution  of  a  corpo- 
ration, and  creditors  may  enforce  their  claims 
against  any  property  belonging  to  the  corpora- 
tion which  has  not  passed  Into  the  hands  of  a 
bona  fide  purchaser ;  for  such  property  will  be 
held  affected  with  a  trust  primarily  for  the 
creditors  of  the  company.  Howe  v.  Robinson, 
20  Fla.  352. 

By  the  old  common  law  a  dissolution  of  a 
corporation  extinguished  its  debts;  but  in  such 
cases  courts  of  equity  consider  the  property  and 
effects  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  credit- 
ors, and  shareholders  into  whosesoever  hands 
they  come  subject  to  such  a  trust.  Powell  v. 
North  Missouri  R.  Co.  42  Mo.  63. 

But  such  statements  require  great  modifica- 
tion. 

The  property  of  a  corporation  is  only  a  trust 
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fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts  In  the  sense 
that,  when  the  corporation  is  lawfully  dis- 
solved, and  all  its  business  wound  up,  or  when 
it  Is  insolvent,  all  its  creditors  are  entitled,  tn 
equity,  to  have  their  debts  paid  out  of  the  cor- 
porate property  before  any  distribution  thereof 
among  the  stockholders.  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  I*. 
R.  Co.  V.  Ham.  114  U.  S.  587,  29  L.  ed.  235,  5 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1081. 

That  the  property  of  an  Insolvent  corpora- 
tion is  a  trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  its  cred- 
itors is  true  only  in  the  sense  that,  after  a 
court  of  equtiy  has  duly  acquired,  by  virtue  of 
some  independent  general  equitable  principle. 
Jurisdiction  to  administer  corporate  assets,  it 
will  administer  them  for  the  benefit  of  all  cred- 
itors equally.  O'Bear  Jewelry  Co.  ▼.  Volfer, 
106  Ala.  205,  28  L.  R.  A.  707,  54  Am.  St.  Rep. 
31,  17  Bo.  525. 

The  cases  of  Gibson  v.  Trowbridge  Fami- 
tnre  Co.  96  Ala.  357,  11  So.  365;  Goodyear 
Rubber  Co.  v.  George  D.  Scott  Co.  96  Ala.  439. 
11  So.  370,  and  Corey  v.  Wadsworth,  99  Ala. 
68.  23  L.  R.  A.  618,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  29,  11  So. 
350,  In  so  far  as  they  decided  anything  beyond 
the  point  that  the  transfer  by  the  officers  of 
a  corporation  of  corporate  assets  to  pay  corpo- 
rate debts  upon  which  such  officers  were  second- 
arily liable  constituted,  as  respected  other  cor- 
porate creditors,  a  fraudulent  preference,  and 
was  therefore,  as  to  such  creditors,  void,  were 
overruled  by  the  decision  in  0*Bear  Jewelry  Co. 
V.  Volfer,  106  Ala.  205,  28  L.  R.  A.  707,  54 
Am.  St.  Rep.  31,  17  So.  525 ;  and  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  assets  of  a  corporation  become  a 
trust  fund  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  are 
beyond  the  power  of  disposition  or  control  of 
the  governing  directors  whenever  and  as  soon 
as  the  cori)oratlon  becomes  insolvent;  and  that 
mere  corporate  insolvency  gives  a  court  of 
equity  Jurisdiction  to  administer  the  assets  as 
trust  property. — was  there  distinctly  negatived. 

The  general  doctrine  that  the  property  of  a 
corporation  is  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of 
its  debts  only  means  that  the  property  mnst  be 
first  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  corporate 
debts  before  any  portion  of  it  can  be  distributed 
to  the  stockholders.  It  does  not  mean  that  the 
property  is  so  affected  by  the  Indebtness  that 
it  cannot  be  sold,  transferred,  or  mortgaged  in 
good  faith  and  for  value,  except  subject  to  the 
liability  of  being  appropriated  to  pay  that  In- 
debtedness. Fogg  V.  Blair,  133  U.  a  634,  83 
L.  ed.  721,  10  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  338. 
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receiver  doc*  adopt  the  contract,  then,  as 
to  sums  becoming  due  before  such  adoption, 
the  contractor  is  a  general  creditor  only, 
but,  as  to  sums  becoming  due  after  such 
adoption,  they  are  a  part  of  the  receiver's 
expenses  or  disbursements,  and  must  be 
paid  as  such.  The  law  is  clear  that  a  re- 
ceiver may  refuse  to  carry  out  an  executory 
contract  of  the  corporation.  A  receiver  has 
no  power,  however,  to  cancel  a  lease,  except 
as  to  his  own  liability." 

Upon  this  question,  the  language  of  8  59 
of  chapter  63  of  the  Code  of  1899  has  im- 
portant bearing.  It  says  the  property  and 
assets  of  a  dissolved  corporation,  whatever 
the  cause  or  manner  of  its  dissolution  may 
be.  shall  be  subject  to  the  payment  of  the 
liabilities  of  the  corporation.  This  language 


is  much  broader  than  that  of  the  New  Jer- 
sey statute,  which  only  directs  the  payment 
of  the  debts  of  the  corporation  out  of  its 
assets,  and  under  which  the  courts  of  that 
state  give  damages  on  executory  coi\tracts 
rendered  impossible  of  performance  by  rea- 
son of  dissolution.  As  has  been  stated,  the 
contract  is  not  invalid,  everything  done  un- 
der it  is  in  part  performance  thereof,  and 
the  dissolution  of  the  corporation  cannot 
have  the  effect  of  rescission  or  rendering  it 
void  ah  initio ,  and.  undoing  anything  that 
has  been  performed  under  it.  Dissolution, 
even  upon  the  theory  adopted  by  those 
courts  which  adhere  to  the  doctrine  of  Peo- 
ple v.  Globe  Mut,  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174, 
is  simply  a  contingency  in  view  of  which 
the  contract  was  made,  and  which  it  was 


The  eenerai  principle  is  well  settled  that  the 
property  of  a  private  corporation  Is  not  charged 
oj  law  with  any  direct  trust  or  specific  lien  in 
fSTor  of  fir^neral  creditors,  and  such  a  corpora- 
tion, so  long  as  it  is  in  the  active  exercise  of  its 
functions,  may  exercise  as  full  dominion  and 
control  over  its  property  as  an  individual.  Mc- 
riaren  v.  Union  Roller  Mills  &  Elevator  Co.  95 
Tenn.  606,  35  S.  W.  88. 

It  is  not  strictly  accurate  to  refer  to  the  as- 
■ets  of  an  insolvent  corporation  as  a  trust  fund, 
and  to  Ita  officers  as  trustees;  at  most,  under 
lome  circumstances,  the  assets  are  a  quasi  trust 
fund,  and  the  directors  quasi  trustees.  Gott- 
lieb V.  Miller,  154  111.  44,  39  N.  E.  992. 

In  the  absence  of  countervailing  legislation, 
an  insolvent  corporation  may  prefer  certain  of 
Us  creditors  subject  to  the  same  restrictions 
tliat  apply  to  individual  debtors,  which  it  could 
not  do  if  Its  property  and  assets  were  held  in 
truRt  for  all  its  creditors  equally,  as  soon  as  in- 
solvency supervened.     Ihid. 

There  Is  an  extended  examtaiation  of  the 
tmst-fnnd  doctrine,  commonly  called  the  Ameri- 
can doctrine.  In  Hospes  v.  Northwestern  Mfg. 
k  Car  Co.  48  Minn.  174,  16  L.  R.  A.  470,  31 
Am.  St.  Rep.  637,  60  N.  W.  1117,  leading  to  the 
conclusion  that  there  is  no  distinction  between 
tlie  absolate  and  unconditional  control  of  his 
property  and  assets  which  belongs  to  an  indi- 
vidual and  that  belonging  to  a  corporation. 
The  stockholders  of  a  corporation  cannot  appro- 
priate the  corporate  property  without  satisfy- 
ing the  creditors,  not  because  it  is  held  in  trust 
for  creditors,  but  because  such  appropriation  is 
a  fraud  upon  them.  If  equity  is  called  upon  to 
distribute  corporate  assets  In  the  case  of 
insolvency  or  dissolution,  creditors  will  be 
treated  equally,  and  preferred  to  shareholders, 
who  will  get  what  is  left  pro  rata  to  their 
•hares. 

The  American  or  trust-fund  doctrine  is  thus 
explained  by  the  United  States  Supreme  Court : 
A  corporation  is  a  distinct  entity.  Its  affairs 
necMsarily  are  managed  by  officers  and  agents, 
bat  it  is  as  distinct  a  being  as  an  individual  is, 
and  is  entitled  to  hold  property  as  absolutely  as 
an  individual  can.  Its  estate,  its  interest,  its 
possession,  are  the  same.  When  a  corporation 
becomes  insolvent  it  is  so  far  civilly  dead  that 
its  property  may  be  administered  as  a  trust 
fund  for  the  benefit  of  its  creditors  and  stock- 
holdera  A  court  of  equity  will  then  make  those 
funds  trust  funds  which  in  other  circumstances 
TO  L.  R.  A. 


are  as  much  the  absolute  property  of  the  corpor- 
ation as  any  man's  property  Is  his.  Graham  v. 
La  Crosse  &  M.  R.  Co.  102  U.  8.  148,  26  L.  ed. 
106. 

That  is  to  say  that,  when  a  court  of  equity 
takes  into  Its  possession  the  assets  of  an  in- 
solvent corporation,  it  will  administer  them  on 
the  theory  that  in  equity  they  belong  to  the 
creditors  and  stockholders,  rather  than  to  the 
corporation  Itself.  The  idea  underlies  all  the 
expressions  In  reference  to  "trust**  in  connection 
with  corporate  property,  that  the  corporation 
Is  an  entity  distinct  from  its  stockholders  as 
from  its  creditors.  Solvent  it  holds  its  prop- 
erty as  any  individual  holds  his,  free  from  the 
touch  of  a  creditor  who  has  acquired  no  lien; 
free,  also,  from  the  touch  of  a  stockholder,  who, 
though  equitably  interested  in,  has  no  legal 
right  to  the  property.  Becoming  Insolvent,  the 
equitable  interest  of  the  stockholders  In  the 
property,  together  with  their  conditional  liabil- 
ity to  the  creditors,  places  the  property  in  a 
condlilon  «  f  trust,  first  for  the  creditors,  and 
then  for  the  stockholders.  Whatever  of  trust 
there  is  arises  from  the  peculiar  and  diverse 
equitable  rights  of  the  stockholders  as  against 
the  corporation  in  its  property,  and  their  con- 
ditional liability  to  its  creditors.  It  is  rather 
a  trust  In  the  administration  of  the  assets  after 
possession  by  a  court  of  equity,  then  a  trust  at- 
taching to  the  property  as  such  for  the  direct 
benefit  of  either  creditor  or  stockholder.  Hol- 
lins  v.  Urierfleld  Coal  &  I.  Co.  150  U.  S.  371, 
37  L.  ed.  1113,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  127. 

The  question  of  trust  when  the  legal  right 
to  the  estate  In  lands  of  a  dissolved  corporation 
is  claimed  by  the  grantor  in  reversion  under 
the  common-law  rule  cannot  be  considered  to 
prevent  the  legal  results  flowing  from  that  rule 
in  a  court  of  law.  A  court  of  law  is  powerless 
to  divest  a  legal  estate  In  order  to  enforce  an 
equity.  In  equity  the  rights  of  creditors  and 
stockholders,  if  any  there  are,  of  a  defunct  cor- 
poration, will  be  enforced,  whenever  properly 
brought  before  a  court  administering  equity. 
To  enforce  such  rights  equity  will  follow  the 
legal  estate  in  the  hands  of  the  grantor  after 
he  has  recovered  it  at  law.  St.  Philip's  Church 
V.  Zion  Presby.  Church,  23  8.  C.  297. 

IX.  The  elfectt  of  corporate  dUaolMtion  accord- 
ing to  modern  viewa. 
a.  Civil  death. 
An  act  of  the  legislature  declaring  the  char- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


138 


West  Virginia  Supbeme  CJoubt  of  Appeals. 


Apr., 


understood  should,  upon  its  happening,  end 
the  contract  on  a  date  earlier  than  that 
specified.  Under  that  doctrine,  full  com- 
pensation is  paid  for  so  much  of  the  con- 
tract as  has  been  performed  at  the  date  of 
thf  dissolution,  and  profits  which  would 
have  arisen  from  the  performance  of  the 
part  remaining  unexecuted  are  denied  and 
refused.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  or  ex- 
press any  reason  why,  upon  the  same  prin- 
ciple, money  expended  in  the  performance  of 
a  contract  which  is  not  one  of  mere  agency 
or  service  should  not  be  recovered.  It  is 
laid  out  and  expended  upon  the  faith  of  the 
contract,  at  a  time  when  that  contract  is 
recognized  by  the  parties  as  valid  and  bind- 
ing. If  necessarily  expended,  as  it  must 
be  if  recoverable  in  any  sense,  it  is  of  the 


very  essence  of  performance,  an  act  of  per- 
formance, a  thing  without  which  there  could 
be  no  performance.  Can  the  dissolution  of 
the  corporation  have  the  effect  of  undoing 
that  which  was  binding  at  the  time  it  was 
done,  and  of  releasing  obligations  fixed  and 
unalterable  by  the  parties  themselves?  it 
cannot  be  done  upon  any  theory  except  that 
which  was  supposed  once  to  have  been  a 
principle  of  the  common  law,  under  which 
the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  canceled  all 
its  obligations,  released  it  of  its  debts,  vest- 
ed the  title  to  its  personal  assets  in  the 
king,  and  returned  its  real  estate  to  the 
donors, — ^a  doctrine  which  Cook  well  says 
has  been  declared  by  the  English  court  never 
to  have  been  a  part  of  the  common  law.  and 
which  has  never  been    adopted,    approved. 


ter  of  a  domestic  corporation  vacated  and  an- 
nulled, and  lis  powers  and  rights  elsewhere 
vested,  effects  such  corporation's  legal  death. 
Mumma  y.  Potomac  Co.  8  Pet.  286,  8  L.  ed. 
«47. 

When  the  charter  of  a  corporation  is  taken 
away  or  annulled  by  an  act  of  the  legislature 
the  corporation  is  extinct.  Sturges  v.  Vander- 
hilt,  73  N.  T.  384. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  by  act  of 
the  legislature  deprives  it  of  its  corporate  ex- 
istenro.  Merrill  v.  Suffolk  Bank,  31  Me.  67,  50 
Am.  Dec.  649. 

b.  Upon  litigation. 

Actions,  suits,  and  other  legal  proceedings 
pending  against  a  corporation  abate  by  its 
dissohition.  Walters  v.  Western  &  A.  R.  Co. 
69  Fed.  679. 

After  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  the 
power  to  proceed  judicially  against  it  in  an  ac- 
tion is  wholly  divested,  except  as  specially  au- 
thorized by  statute.  Combes  v.  Keyes  (Combes 
V.  Milwaukee  &  M.  R.  Co.)  89  Wis.  297,  27  L. 
R.  A.  369,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  839,  62  N.  W.  89. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  ends  an  ac- 
tion pending  against  it,  and  all  subsequent  pro- 
ceedings therein  are  void,  unless  some  statute 
providing  for  a  continuance  exists  and  is  fol- 
lowed. McCulloch  V.  Norwood,  58  N.  T.  562  ; 
Sturges  V.  Vanderbilt,  73  N.  Y.  384. 

When  a  corporate  charter  Is  expressly  sub- 
ject to  repeal  by  act  of  the  legislature,  and  con- 
tains no  provision  for  the  prosecution  of  suits 
against  the  corporation  in  case  of  its  dissolu- 
tion, and  no  other  statute  provides  for  such 
prosecution,  an  action  at  law  against  such  cor- 
poration abates  upon  the  repeal  of  its  charter. 
Read  V.  Frankfort  Bank,  23  Me.  318. 

When  the  charter  of  a  company  expires  by 
limitation,  its  power  to  hold  property  as  a  cor- 
poration, and  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits  and 
actions,  is  gone;  and,  whether  its  property  re- 
verts to  the  donors,  or  the  stockholders,  or  to 
the  commonwealth  as  derelict,  there  is  no  doubt 
that  it  no  longer  remains  in  the  corporation  as 
such ;  hence  suits  pending  against  it  abate  at 
the  instant  its  existence  terminates.  Rider  v. 
Nelson  &  A.  Union  Factory,  7  Leigh,  154.  30 
Am.  Dec.  495. 

To  the  same  effect  is  May  v.  State  Bank,  2 
Rob.  (Va.)  50,  40  Am.  Dec.  726. 

The  extinction  of  a  corporation  is  a  substan- 
69  L.  K.  A. 


tial  ijnpediment  to  the  prosecution  of  a  credit- 
or's claim  by  legal  remedies  before  ordinary  tri- 
bunals, and  warrants  the  Interposition  of  a 
court  of  equity.  Shamokin  Valley  &  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Maloue,  85  Pa.  25. 

No  legal  judgment  can  be  rendered  against  a 
corporation  which  has  been  dissolved  by  an  act 
of  the  legislature.  Merrill  v.  Suffolk  Bank,  31 
Me.  57,  50  Am.  Dec.  349. 

A  scire  facias  cannot  be  maintained,  nor  can 
a  judgment  be  had  thereon,  against  a  dead  cor- 
poration, any  more  than  against  a  dead  man. 
Mumma  v.  Potomac  Co.  8  Pet.  286,  8  L.  ed.  947. 

It«  is  neither  to  be  denied,  nor  questioned, 
but  that,  by  the  common  law,  a  corporation 
which  has  been  dissolved  absolutely  for  all  pur- 
poses whatsoever  stands  u|)on  the  same  foot- 
ing as  a  dead  person  with  respect  of  any  power 
in  the  courts  to  enter  a  valid  judgment  against 
it.  In  the  absence  of  any  statute  upon  the 
subject,  the  manifest  logic  and  reason  of  the 
thing  are  the  same  in  both  cases.  Life  Asso.  of 
America  v.  Fassett,  102  111.  315. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  abates  all 
suits  pending  against  It  at  the  time  such  dis 
solution  takes  place,  and  thereafter  no  valid 
judgment  in  u  pending  action  can  be  taken 
against  the  corporation.  Marlon  Phosphate  Co. 
V.  Perry,  38  L.  R.  A.  252,  20  C.  C.  A.  490,  41  D. 
S.  App.  14,  74  Fed.  425. 

When,  in  an  action  by  a  foreign  corporation 
upon  a  promissory  note,  besides  proof  of  the 
qote  and  iucorporation.  It  is  shown  that,  by 
order  in  chancery  in  the  home  state,  a  receiver 
of  the  corporate  property  has  been  appointed 
upon  a  petition  alleging  the  Insolvency  of  the 
company,  and  that  it  had  suspended  business 
for  want  of  funds ;  and  a  statute  of  the  foreign 
state  providing  for  the  appointment  of  a  re- 
ceiver when  any  corporation  shall  be  dissolved 
is  the  only  law  proved,  the  inference  is  that 
the  company  no  longer  has  a  corporate  exist- 
ence, and  the  action  must  be  dismissed 
Merchants'  Loan  &  T.  Co.  v.  Clair,  107  N.  Y. 
063,  14  N.  E.  414. 

But  statutes  providing  for  the  prosecution  to 
judgment  of  pending  suits,  and  action  against 
dissolved  corporations,  affect  only  the  domestic 
companies.  Suits  against  foreign  corporations 
abate  by  their  dissolution  notwithstanding  such 
statutes.  Marion  Phosphate  Co.  v.  Perry,  33 
L.  R.  A.  252,  20  C.  C.  A.  490,  41  U.  8.  App.  14, 
74  Fed.  425. 

And  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  after  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Griffith  v.  Blackwateb  B.  &  L.  Co. 


139 


and  recognized  in  America.  There  is  cer- 
tainly no  room  for  any  such  prikiciple  under 
the  statutes  of  this  state  creating,  regu- 
lating, and  providing  for  the  dissolution  of 
corporations  and  of  the  distribution  of  their 
assets. 

Nor  do  the  principles  of  law,  constituting 
the  other  ground  for  discontinuing  the  per- 
formance of  the  contract,  preclude  recovery 
for  outlay  and  expenses  in  part  performance 
thereof.  In  its  opinion,  the  court  exon- 
erates Thompson  from  any  actual  fraud  in 
the  procurement  of  his  contract,  although 
holding  that  his  being  a  director  of  the  cor- 
poration gave  the  stockholders  the  right  to 
avoid  it,  and  held  that  he  is  entitled  to  be 
compensated  for  labor  and  money  necessa- 
rily expended  by  him  in  part  performance 


thereof.  The  rule  on  this  subject  is  stated 
in  10  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  794,  795,  as  fol- 
lows: "Birectors  are  not  disabled  from 
entering  into  contracts  with  the  corporation, 
provided  there  be  enough  directors  on  the 
other  side  of  the  contract  to  make  a 
quorum,  and  provided  the  contract  is  open, 
fair,  and  honest.  The  rule  under  consid- 
eration prohibits  a  director  from  acquiring 
secret  profits  through  contracts  made  with 
or  for  the  corporation,  but  does  not  prohibit 
contracts  with  the  corporation,  where  there 
has  been  a  full  and  fair  disclosure  of  his  in- 
terest in  the  contract.  For  example,  it  has 
been  held  that  the  shareholders  and  direct- 
ors of  a  manufacturing  corporation,  who, 
with  their  own  money  and  on  their  own 
credit  and  risk,  erect  new  works,  may  make 


trial  against  it  has  been  had  In  an  action  npon 
contract  and  the  submission  of  the  cause  to 
the  court  for  decision  has  been  made  does  not 
abate  the  action,  but  judgment  may  be  entered 
nunc  pro  tuno.  Shakman  v.  United  States 
Credit  System  Co.  92  Wis.  366,  32  L.  R.  A.  383, 
53  Am.  8t.  Rep.  920.  66  N.  W.  528. 

Often  a  state  statute  preserves  for  a  longer 
or  shorter  period  after  its  dissolution  the  right 
of  a  corporation  to  prosecute  and  defend  suits. 
Tuskaloosa  Scientific  &  Art  Asso.  v.  Green,  48 
.\la.  346 ;  Bowe  v.  Minnesota  Milk  Co.  44  Minn. 
460,  47  N.  W.  151  ;  Blake  v.  Portsmouth  ft  C. 
&.  Co.  39  N.  H.  435. 

e  Upon  property  and  aaacta. 

The  ancient  doctrine  that,  npon  the  repeal  of 
a  private  corporation,  its  debts  were  extin- 
guished, and  its  real  property  reverted  to  its 
grantors,  and  its  personal  property  vested  In 
the  state,  has  been  so  far  modified  by  modem 
adjudications  that  a  court  of  equity  will  now 
lay  hold  of  the  property  of  a  dissolved  corpora- 
tion and  administer  it  for  the  benefit  of  its  cred- 
itors and  stockholders.  Broughton  v.  Pensa- 
<ola,  93  U.  S.  266,  23  L.  ed.  896. 

The  common-law  doctrine  respecting  cor- 
porate property  and  assets  upon  dissolution 
has,  so  far  as  'the  modern  business  and  com- 
mercial corporation  Is  concerned,  become  prac- 
tically obsolete.  Its  unjust  operation  upon  the 
rights  of  creditors  and  stockholders  has  been 
generally  prevented  by  statute.  And  In  equity 
the  assets  of  sach  a  corporation,  which  repre- 
sent, not  the  donations  of  a  prince  or  Its  pious 
founder,  but  contributions  of  stockholders,  are 
held.  Independent  of  statute,  to  constitute  a 
trust  fund.  Into  whosesoever  hands  they  may 
cume,  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders. Wallamet  Falls  Canal  &  Lock  Co.  v. 
Kittridge,  5  Sawy.  44,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,105. 

The  rights  and  interests  of  the  creditors  and 
stockholders  of  a  corporation  are  neither  ex- 
tinguished nor  seriously  Impaired  by  Its  dlsso- 
lutiun.  If  the  charters  or  statutes  for  winding 
up  the  business  of  a  trading  or  moneyed  cor- 
poration do  not  secure  the  rights  and  interests 
of  its  creditors  and  stockholders,  equity  regards 
its  capital  property  and  debts  as  trust  funds 
pledged  to  pay  the  dues  of  creditors  and  stock- 
holders, and  has  ample  power  to  reach  and  ap- 
ply them  to  the  purposes  of  such  trust.  Taylor 
T.  Holmes,  14  Fed.  498. 
^9  L.  R.  A. 


A  law  distributing  the  property  of  an  insol- 
vent trading  or  banking  corporation  among  its 
stockholders,  or  seizing  it  to  the  use  of  the 
state,  would  as  clearly  impair  the  obligation  of 
its  contracts  as  a  law  giving  to  the  heirs  the 
effects  of  a  deceased  natural  person  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  his  creditors  would  impair  the  ob- 
ligation of  his  contracts.  Curran  v.  Arkansas, 
15  How.  304,  14  L.  ed.  705. 

The  legislature.  If  the  power  to  do  so  has 
been  reserved,  may  repeal  the  charter  of  a  cor- 
poration without  thereby  impairing  the  obliga- 
tion of  any  contract  into  which  the  corporation 
has  entered ;  but  it  cannot  establish  rules  in 
regard  to  the  mauagement  and  disposition  of 
the  corporate  assets  so  that  the  avails  shall  be 
diverted  from,  or  divided  unfairly  and  unequal- 
ly among,  the  corporate  creditors,  thus  impair- 
ing the  obligations  of  contracts :  nor  so  that 
that  portion  of  the  avails  which  belongs  to  the 
stockholders  shall  be  sequestered  and  diverted 
from  the  owners,  and  thus  injure  vested  rights. 
I^throp  V.  Stedman,  13  Biatchf.  134,  Fed.  Cas 
No.  8,519. 

Upon  the  civil  death  of  a  manufacturing  cor- 
poration by  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  real 
estate  conveyed  to  it  In  fee  for  a  money  con 
sideratlon  does  not  revert  to  the  grantors,  but 
the  title  thereto  vests  In  a  receiver  of  its  prop- 
erty and  effects  for  the  benefit  of  creditors  and 
stockholders.     Owen  v.  Smith,  31  Barb.  641. 

The  rule  of  the  common  law  that  real  estate 
held  by  a  corporation  at  the  time  of  Its  dissolu- 
tion reverts  to  the  grantor  does  not,  with  re- 
spect of  stock  corporations,  prevail  In  New 
York,  a  statute  of  which  (1  Rev.  Stat.  248;  1 
Rev.  Stat.  600,  81  9,  10)  provides  that,  upon 
the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  the  directors 
or  managers  at  the  time  become  trustees  of  its 
property  to  pay  its  debts  and  divide  its  prop- 
erty among  its  stockholders,  and  the  provisions 
apply  as  well  to  the  real  as  to  the  personal 
property ;  consequently,  where  land  is  con- 
veyed absolutely  to  a  corporation  having  stock- 
holders no  reversion,  or  possibility  of  reversion, 
remains  to  the  grantor.  Heath  v.  Barmore,  50 
N.  Y.  302. 

The  modern  doctrine  now  held  In  North  Caro- 
lina In  spite  of  earlier  decisions  to  the  contrary 
is  that,  npon  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation, 
the  title  to  real  property  does  not  revert  to  the 
original  grantors  or  their  heirs,  and  the  personal 
estate  does  not  escheat  to  the  state  ;  nor  are  the 
debts  due  to  and  fmm  the  corporation  extin- 
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a  profit  thereon  upon  the  sale  to  such  cor- 
poration of  such  works,  and  are  not  account- 
able therefor,  especially  where  the  transac- 
tion is  advantageous  to  the  corporation,  has 
been  ratified  by  a  unanimous  vote  at  a 
shareholders'  meeting,  and  an  opportunity 
is  given  the  shareholders  to  rescind,  with 
full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  and  where 
opportunity  was  also  given  to  the  corpora- 
tion to  erect  such  works  before  their  con- 
struction was  undertaken  by  the  directors. 
Such  contracts  will  be  scrutinized  in  equity, 
and  will  be  set  aside  if  not  made  in  the 
utmost  fairness  and  good  faith.  So  far 
from  bt'iiig  void  ah  initiOy  such  contracts  are 
good  as  against  third  persons,  who  are  not 
in  a  position  to  set  up  the  rights  of  the  cor- 
poration by  way  of  defense  against  them. 


The  rule  is  specially  applicable  where,  al- 
though the  director  received  a  profit  out  of 
the  transaction,  the  contract  was  made  in 
good  faith,  was  not  improvident,  had  been 
performed,  and  the  corporation  had  received 
the  benefit  of  its  performance,  under  whi<^ 
circumstances  it  has  been  held  that  it  could 
not  be  undone  by  a  receiver  subsequently 
appointed  for  the  corporation."  On  the 
same  subject,  Clark  &  M.  on  Private  Cor- 
porations, at  S  761c,  pp.  2304,  2305,  says: 
"This  doctrine  is  not  recognized  in  all  ju- 
risdictions, nor  in  most  jurisdictions.  On 
the  contrary,  most  of  the  courts  have  held 
tliat  a  director  or  other  ofiicer  of  a  corpora- 
tion is  not  precluded  from  lending  it  money 
and  taking  a  mortgage  or  other  security, 
selling  it  property,  or  purchasing  property 


guished.  Wilson  v.  Leary,  120  N.  C.  90.  38  L. 
R.  A.  240.  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  778.  26  S.  E.  630. 

It  seems  to  be  otherwise  with  respect  of  the 
real  estate  of  public-service  corporations. 

Although  an  act  Incorporating  a  turnpike 
company  vests  It,  upon  complying  with  pre- 
scribed conditions,  with  title  to  the  land  over 
which  the  road  passes,  nevertheless  such  title 
must  be  considered  as  vested  solely  for  the  pur- 
poses of  a  road,  and  when  such  road  Is  aban- 
doned the  land  reverts  to  the  original  owners. 
Hooker  v.  Utica  &  M.  Tump.  Road  Co.  12  Wend. 
371. 

A  turnpike  corporation  loses  title  to  Its  lands 
by  reversion  back  to  its  grantor  or  his  heirs 
uiion  its  dissolution,  when  there  is  no  provision 
In  its  charter,  or  some  other  statute,  to  avert 
such  a  consequence.  Bingham  v.  Weiderwax,  1 
N.  Y.  509. 

Especially  does  this  appear  to  be  the  case 
when  lands  have  been  taken  by  condemnation 
under  the  power  ot  eminent  domam. 

See  the  cases  in  point,  cited  in  the  note  on 
The  nature  of  a  railroad,  whether  real  or  per- 
gonal property,  appended  to  the  case  of  Webster 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Keystone  Lumber  &  Mln.  Co.  66 
L.  R.  A.  38. 

But  this  class  of  cases  constitutes  an  excep- 
tion to  the  prevalent  rule. 

The  common- law  doctrine  that,  upon  dissolu- 
tion, the  property  of  a  corporation  reverted  to 
the  Crown,  has  never  been  recognized  In  the 
United  States.  Bolles  v.  Crescent  Drug  & 
Chemical  Co.  53  N.  J.  Eq.  614.  32  Atl.  1061. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  by  the  for- 
feiture of  Its  charter,  while  it  disables  the  com- 
pany from  continuing  its  business,  does  not  pre- 
vent it  from  closing  out  its  alTalrs  and  dispos- 
ing of  its  property  In  the  Interest  of  creditors 
and  stockholders,  independent  of  statute;  and 
a  fortiori  is  it  authorized  to  liquidate  thus 
when  a  statute  of  the  state  which  created  it  so 
empowers.  Boyd  v.  Ilanklnson,  34  C.  C.  A.  197, 
63  U.  8.  App.  678,  92  Fed.  49. 

Although  contrary  to  the  doctrine  asserted 
in  most  elementary  works,  and  in  the  case  of 
Bank  of  Vincennes  v.  State.  1  Blackf.  267,  12 
Am.  Doc.  234,  the  doctrine  that,  on  the  dissolu- 
tion of  a  once  legal  corporation,  Its  personal 
and  real  property  become  assets  for  the  pay- 
ment of  its  debts  and  distribution  among  stock- 
holders, is  right.  State  ew  rcl.  Brown  v.  Bailey. 
UJ  Ind.  46.  79  Am.  Dec.  405. 

The  assets  of  an  insolvent  banking  corpora- 
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tlon  are  a  fund  for  the  payment  of  its  debts. 
Curran  v.  Arkansas.  15  How.  304,  14  L.  ed.  705. 

When  an  act  of  Incorporation  Is  repealed 
equity  takes  charge  of  all  the  property  and  ef- 
fects whlcli  survive  the  dissolution,  and  admin- 
isters them  as  a  trust  fund  primarily  for  the 
benefit  of  the  creditors.  If  anything  is  left  it 
goes  to  the  stockholders.  Shields  v.  Ohio,  95 
U.  S.  319,  24  L.  ed.  357. 

When  a  corporation  Is  virtually  dead,  al- 
though its  term  of  existence  limited  by  law  has 
not  expired,  and  It  has  property  and  assets 
which  cannot  be  used  In  carrying  out  the  pur- 
posen  of  the  corporation,  a  court  of  equity  has 
jurisdiction  to  distribute  such  property  and  as- 
sets among  its  members  upon  such  basis  as  Is 
just.  Stamm  v.  Northwestern  Mut.  Ben.  Asso. 
65  Mich.  317,  32  N.  W.  710. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  cannot  de- 
prive Its  creditors  or  stockholders  of  their 
rights  in  its  property ;  and.  If  the  common  law 
affords  them  no  adequate  remedy,  they  may  ob- 
tain relief  tn  equity.  Folger  v.  Columbian  Ins. 
Co.  09  Mass.  267.  »«  Am.  IVc.  747. 

The  property  of  a  dissolved  corporation  is  lia- 
ble only  in  equity  for  the  claims  of  creditors. 
Smith  V.  Huckabee,  53  Ala.  195. 

The  property  of  a  dissolved  corporation  Is 
subject  to  a  trust  In  favor  of  creditors.  Mont- 
gomery &  W.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Branch.  59  Ala.  153 ; 
Nelson  v.  Hubbard,  96  Ala.  244.  17  L.  R.  A. 
877.  11  So.  430. 

A  court  which  never  allows  a  trust  to  fall  for 
want  of  a  trustee  will  see  to  the  execution  of 
the  trust  charged  upon  the  assets  of  an  In- 
solveut  corporation  for  the  payment  of  Its  cred- 
itors, although  by  the  dissolution  of  the  cor- 
poration the  legal  title  to  Its  property  has  been 
changed.  Shamokln  Valley  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Ma- 
lone,  85  Pa.  25. 

In  equity  a  corporation  Is  regarded  as  a  tras- 
tee  holding  the  corporate  property  for  the  bene- 
fit of  its  creditors  and  shareholders,  which, 
upon  Its  dissolution  or  civil  death,  a  court  of 
chancery  will  lay  hold  of  as  a  trust  fund  and 
distribute  for  their  benefit.  Life  Asso.  ot 
America  v.  Fassett,  102  III.  315. 

•When  a  corporation  Is  declared  insolvent  it 
is  Incapacitated  from  doing  any  new  business. 
but  It  still  survives  to  discharge  Its  liabilities. 
and,  when  that  is  accomplished,  to  make  final 
dlKtrlbution  of  its  remaining  assets.  Chemical 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Hartford  Deposit  Co.  161  U.  8.  1, 
40  L.  ed.  595,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  489. 
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from  it,  or  otheifwise  contracting  or  dealing 
with  it,  if  for  the  purpose  of  the  transac- 
tion he  does  not  represent  the  corporation 
at  all,  but  it  is  adequately  represented  by  its 
either  directors  or  officers,  and  the  transac- 
tion is  entirely  free  from  fraud.  And.  by 
the  weight  of  authority,  a  transaction  be- 
tween a  director  or  other  oflicer  and  the  cor- 
poration, or  a  transaction  in  which  a  di- 
rector or  other  officer  is  interested,  is  valid, 
if  entirely  free  from  fraud,  even  when  he 
has  acted  as  a  member  of  the  board  in  au- 
thorizing the  same,  if  tliere  were  enough  of 
disinterested  votes  in  favor  of  the  transac- 
tion to  render  his  vote  unnecessary.'' 

Mr.  Justice  Miller,  speaking  for  the  court 
in  Twin-Lick  Oil  Co,  v.  Marbury,  91  U.  S. 
587,  23  L.   ed.  328,  said:     "So,  when  the 


lender  is  a  director,  charged,  with  others, 
with  the  control  and  management  of  the  af- 
fairs of  the  corporation,  representing  in  thi» 
regard  the  aggregated  interest  of  all  the 
stockholders,  his  obligation,  if  he  becomes  a 
party  to  a  contract  with  the  company,  to 
candor  and  fair  dealing,  is  Increased  in  the 
precise  degree  that  his  representative  char- 
acter has  given  him  power  and  control  de- 
rived from  the  confidence  reposed  in  him  by 
the  stockholders  who  appointed  him  their 
agent.  If  he  should  be  a  sole  director,  or 
one  of  a  smaller  number  vested  with  certain 
powers,  this  obligation  would  be  still  strong- 
er, and  his  acts  subject  to  more  severe 
scrutiny,  and  their  validity  determined  by 
more  rigid  principles  of  morality,  and  free- 
dom from  motives  of  selfishness.    All  this 


And,  although  a  Judicial  decree  may,  in 
terms,  declare  a  corporation  dissolved,  yet,  if 
it  also  authorizes  salts  to  be  brought  and  de- 
fended in  the  corporate  name,  and  conveyance 
of  Its  property  and  effects  to  be  made,  for  the 
porpose  of  winding  up  its  business,  the  corpora- 
tion cannot  be  said  to  be  absolutely  extln- 
sniished  for  all  purposes,  but.  on  the  contrary, 
to  be  expresHly  kept  alive  so  far  as  necessary  to 
4'u!l(Nt  and  apply  Its  assets  to  the  payment  of 
its  debts.  Ufe  Asso.  of  America  v.  Fassett, 
lOJ  111.  315. 

In  the  state  of  New  York  the  mle  of  the 
f-ommou  law  In  relation  to  the  effect  of  the  dis- 
solution of  a  corporation  upon  its  property  and 
debts  has  never  been  applied  to  business  corpo- 
rations, and  as  early  as  1811  an  act  was  passed 
making  the  directors  of  such  a  corporation  trus- 
tees to  settle  Its  affairs  and  divide  the  money 
among  the  stockholders  after  paying  the  debts 
owing  at  the  time  of  dissolution.  Shayne  v. 
Evening  Post  I*ub.  Co.  168  N.  Y.  70,  65  L.  R. 
A.  777,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  654,  61  N.  B.  111. 

When  a  corporation  is  disMOlved  by  a  repeal 
of  its  charter,  says  Black.  .1.,  of  the  Pennsyi- 
vanla  aapreme  court,  the  legislature  may  ap- 
point, or  authorize  the  appointment  of,  a  per- 
son to  take  charge  of  its  assets  for  the  use  of 
its  creditors  and  stockholders,  and  this  Is  no 
more  confiscation  than  It  is  conflscation  to  ap- 
point an  administrator  for  a  'dead  man.  But 
money,  goods,  or  land  which  are  or  were  the 
private  property  of  a  defunct  corporation  can- 
not be  arbitrarily  seized  for  the  use  of  the  state 
with  out  compensation  pai'd  or  provided  for. 
Erie  &  N.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Casey,  26  Pa.  287. 

When  the  effects  of  a  dissolution  of  a  cor- 
poration are  said  to  be  the  reversion  of  its 
lands  to  those  who  had  granted  them,  and  the 
extinguishment  of  the  debts  due  either  to  or 
from  the  corporate  body  so  that  they  are  not  a 
charge  or  a  benefit  to  the  members,  the  dictum 
is  supported  by  the  statutes  and  Judgments  fol- 
lowing the  suppression  of  the  military  and  re- 
ligious orders  or  the  cases  of  dissolution  of 
monasteries  and  other  ecclesiastical  foundations 
upon  the  death  of  all  their  members,  or  of  dona- 
tions to  public  bodies,  such  as  mtmlcipal  cor- 
porations. But  such  cases  are  not  analogous  to 
thoue  of  trading  corporations.  These  hold  their 
property  In  trust,  first  for  their  creditors,  and 
next,  when  their  debts  are  paid,  for  those  who 
contributed  In  capital  to  the  corporate  enter- 
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prise.   Bacon    v.   Robertson,   18   How.   480,    15 
L.  ed.  499. 

d.   Upon  debts  and  credits. 

There  have  been  some  decisions,  notably  In 
Delaware  and  Mississippi,  upholding  the  com- 
mon-law doctrine  that  dissolution  extinguishes 
debts,  whether  owing  to  or  due  from  the  cor- 
poration ;  while  elsewhere  the  existence  of  the 
rule  has  been  admitted,  but  for  one  or  another 
reason  It  has  been  found  not  to  apply. 

When,  by  the  expiration  of  the  period  limited 
in  Its  charter  for  its  corporate  existence,  a 
bank  Is  dissolved,  the  dissolution  is  absolute, 
and  u  debt  owing  to  it  at  the  time  Is  extin- 
guished. Commercial  Bank  v.  Liockwood,  2 
llarr.  (Del.)  8. 

The  case  of  Commercial  Bank  v.  LiOckwood,  2 
Harr.  (Del.)  8,  was  examined,  criticized,  and 
disapproved  In  Moultrie  v.  Smiley,  16  Ga.  289. 

The  current  of  decisions  has  flowed  in  such  a 
channel  that  It  may  be  regarded  as  settled  doc- 
trine that,  on  the  dissoltition  of  a  banking  cor- 
poration, the  debts  due  to  and  from  it  are  ex- 
tinguished, not  by  any  implied  condition  in  the 
contracts,  but  from  necessity,  because  there  Is 
no  person  In  whose  favor,  or  against  whom, 
they  can  be  enforced.  Commercial  Bank  v. 
(niambers.  8  Smodos  &  M.  9. 

It  Is  settled  doctrine,  upon  common-law  prin- 
ciples, independent  of  any  statute  declaring  a 
different  rule,  that,  upon  the  dissolution  of  a 
corporation,  the  debts  due  to  and  from  it  are 
extinguished.  Port, Gibson  v.  Moore,  18  Smedea 
&  M.  157. 

It  is  the  doctrine  of  the  common-law  that  up- 
on the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  the  debts 
due  to  and  from  it  are  extinguished.  Ilightower 
V.  Thornton,  8  Ga.  486,  62  Am.  Dec.  412. 

That  the  dolils  of  a  corporation  either  to  or 
from  It  are  extinguished  by  Its  dissolution  is  a 
proposition  which  nobody  denies.  Thornton  v. 
I^ane,  11  Ga.  459. 

An  act  of  the  legislature  renewing  the  cor- 
porate powers  and  franchises  of  a  banking  cor- 
poration after  tho  expiration  of  Its  charter 
does  not  revive  a  debt  owing  to  It  when  the  orig- 
inal charter  expired.  Commercial  Bank  v.  Lock- 
wood,  2  Harr.  (Del.)  8. 

The  granting  of  a  new  charter  to  a  dissolved 
corporation  does  not  revive  a  debt  extinguished 
by  the  dissolution.  Port  Gibson  v.  Moore,  13 
Smedes  &  M.  157. 
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falls  far  short,  however,  of  holding  that  no 
such  contract  can  be  made  which  "will  be 
valid,  and  we  entertain  no  doubt  that  the 
defendant  in  this  case  could  make  a  loan  of 
money  to  the  company;  and  as  we  have  al- 
ready said  that  the  evidence  shows  it  to 
have  been  an  honest  transaction  for  the 
benefit  of  the  corporation  and  its  sharehold- 
ers, both  in  the  rate  of  interest  and  in  the 
security  taken,  we  think  it  was  valid  orig- 
inally, whether  liable  to  be  avoided  after- 
wards by  the  company  or  not." 

In  LeaveniDorth  County  v.  Chicago,  R.  I, 
rf  P.  R.  Co.  134  U.  S.  688,  33  L.  ed.  1064, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  708,  the  court  refused  to  set 
aside  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  on  a 
railroad  and  the  sale  of  the  road  made  un- 
der a  decree,  on  the  ground  of  its  having 


been  procured  by  parties  sustain  in  j?  a  trust 
relation  to  the  property,  where  there  was  no- 
proof  of  collusion  or  fraud  in  fact.  In  Ft. 
Payne  Rolling  Mill  v.  Hill,  174  Mass.  224, 
54  N.  E.  532,  the  court  said  of  a  contract 
made  between  a  corporation  and  one  of  its- 
directors:  "It  was  not  illegal  or  void  be- 
cause made  with  a  director,  the  only  person 
likely  to  be  willing  to  make  it.  In  this 
country  it  very  generally  has  been  deemed 
impracticable  to  adopt  a  rule  which  abso- 
lutely prohibits  such  contracts."  The  same 
doctrine  is  announced  in  the  case  of  Oay  r. 
Fair,  176  Mass.  521,  56  N.  E.  708.  In  the 
late  case  of  United  States  Steel  Corp.  v. 
Hodge,  64  N.  J.  Eq.  807,  60  L,  R.  A.  742, 
54  Atl.  1,  the  law  on  this  subject  is  stated 
by  the  court  of  last  resort  in  New  Jersey 


The  general  current  of  authorities,  especially 
the  more  recent  ones,  is  altogether  adverse  to 
this  doctrine. 

A  corporation  never  can  dissolve  itself  so  as 
to  defeat  any  of  the  just  rights  of  its  creditors. 
Brown  v.  Union  Ins.  Co.  3  La.  Ann.  177. 

It  Is  a  well-settled  rule  that  the  dissolution 
of  a  corporation  by  liquidation  or  any  other 
act  of  Its  stockholders,  or  by  limitation,  or  in 
any  mode  save  legislative  repeal  or  Judicial  de- 
cree, does  not  affect  the  rights  of  creditors, 
and  that,  as  to  them  and  their  right  to  enforce 
their  claims  or  determine  their  validity  by  suit 
or  otherwise,  the  corporation  will  be  deemed 
to  continue  in  existence.  National  Pahquiuque 
Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  36  Conn.  325,  4  Am. 
Rep.  80. 

The  common-law  doctrine  that  a  dissolntion 
of  a  corporation  extinguishes  its  debts  does  not 
prevail  in  the  United  States.  Howe  v.  Robin- 
son, 20  Fla.  852. 

The  obligations  of  a  corporation  survive  its 
dissolution,  and  are  enforceable  upon  its  as- 
sets. Whiting  V.  Sheboygan  &  F.  du  L.  R.  Co. 
25  Wis.  207,  3  Am.  Rep.  47. 

After  a  banking  corporation  has  been  dis- 
solved and  its  franchise  forfeited  debts  owing 
to  it  still  exist,  and  can  be  recovered  by  a  trus- 
tee for  distribution  to  creditors  and  stockhold- 
ers. Bacon  v.  Robertson,  18  How.  480,  15  L. 
ed.  499 ;  Lum  v.  Robertson,  6  Wall.  277,  18  L. 
ed.  743. 

A  delinquent  debtor  of  a  Dissolved  corpora- 
tion, sued  upon  his  obligation  by  a  trustee  of 
the  corporate  property,  cannot  plead  the  extin- 
guishment of  his  debt  by  the  forfeiture  of  the 
corporate  franchise.  Lam  v.  Robertson,  6  Wall. 
277,  18  L.  ed.  748. 

There  is  no  question  but  that  debts  due  the 
creditors  of  a  corporation,  as  well  as  claims 
for  wrongs  done  by  it,  are  not  lost  by  its  disso- 
lution, but  may  be  enforced  by  proper  proceed- 
ings against  the  assets.  Walters  v.  Western  & 
A.  R.  Co.  69  Fed.  679. 

The  English  doctrine  that,  in  case  of  the 
dissolution  of  a  corporation,  its  personal  prop- 
erty vests  in  the  King,  and  all  Its  unsold  real 
estate  reverts  to  the  grantor  or  his  heirs,  while 
dobts  due  to  and  from  it  are  extinct,  is  harsh 
and  inequitable,  and  has  not  been  adopted  and 
acted  upon  as  the  rule  in  this  country, — at  least 
so  far  as  the  extinguishment  of  debts  is  con- 
cerned; and  It  certainly  haa  not  been  favored 
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by    the   courts   or    the    legislatures.     Owen    v. 
Smith,  31  Barb.  641. 

Sometimes  a  state  provides  by  general  statute 
that,  upon  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  its 
debts  may  be  thereafter  collected,  and  its  cred- 
itors discharged,  and  its  assets  divided  among* 
Its  shareholders.  McCoy  v.  Farmer,  65  Mo. 
244 ;  Bolles  v.  Crescent  Drug  &  Chemical  Co. 
53  N.  J.  Eq.  614,  32  Atl.  1061. 

•.  Upon  contractt  in  general. 

A  corporation  by  the  very  terms  of  its  po- 
litical existence  is  subject  to  dissolution  by  a 
surrender  of  its  corporate  franchises  and  by  a 
forfeiture  of  them  for  wilful  misuser  or  non- 
user.  Every  creditor  must  be  presumed  to  un- 
derstand the  nature  and  incidents  of  such  a 
body  politic,  and  to  contract  with  reference  ta 
them.  Mumma  v.  Potomac  Co.  8  Pet.  281.  ft 
L.  ed.  945 :  Washington  &  B.  Tump.  Road  v. 
State,  19  Md.  239. 

Whoever  contracts  with  a  corporation  ex- 
poses himself  to  losses  which  may  arise  from 
its  dissolution,  as  he  would  with  natural  per- 
sons by  their  death.  Read  v.  Frankfort  Bank, 
23  Me.  318. 

A  dissolution  of  a  corporation  by  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  state  puts  an  end  to  its 
contracts  for  the  services  of  its  agents  by  ren- 
dering performance  Impossible  on  either  side : 
and  such  a  result  must  be  deemed  within  the 
contemplation  of  the  contracting  parties  and  an 
unexpressed  condition  of  their  contract  inher- 
ing therein  from  the  beginning.  People  v.  Globe 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174. 

Where  a  corporation  surrenders  Its  charter, 
ceases  to  exist  by  the  etSux  of  time,  or  where 
its  charter  Is  decreed  forfeited  by  a  Judicial 
tribunal  of  competent  Jurisdiction,  it  can  nei- 
ther sue  nor  be  sued,  although  the  obligations  of 
Its  contracts  survive,  and  may  be  enforced 
against  any  property  which  has  not  gone  to 
bona  fide  purchasers.  City  Ins.  Co.  v.  Com- 
mercial Bank,  68  111.  848. 

The  obligations  of  the  contracts  of  a  cor- 
poration survive  its  dissolution,  and  Its  credit- 
ors may  enforce  their  claims  against  any  prop- 
erty or  estate  belonging  to  the  corporation 
which  has  not  passed  to  bona  fide  purchasers. 
Dudley  v.  Price.  10  B.  Mon.  84. 

The  obligation  of  contracts  made  whilst  the 
corporation  was  In  existence  survives  it»  dis- 
solution ;  and  the  contracts  may  be  enforced  by 
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as  follows:  "The  general  doctrine  is  well 
established  in  this  state  that  facts  known, 
which  are  sufficient  to  put  a  party  upon  in- 
quiry, are  sufficient  to  charge  him  with  all 
such  knowledge  as  he  would  have  acquired 
by  a  proper  inquiry  in  the  ordinary  course 
of  biLsiness.  The  rule  that  directors  cannot 
lawfully  enter  into  a  contract  in  the  benefit 
of  which  even  one  of  their  number  partici- 
pates without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of 
the  stockholders,  is  the  settled  law  of  this 
state.  Such  a  contract  is  voidable  at  the 
option  of  the  corporation,  but  is  not  void 
per  ne.  When  the  facts  are  disclosed  to  the 
8tockholders,  it  may  be  subsequently  ratified 
by  them." 

As  the  contract  was  voidable,  and  not  void 
per  8€,  the  principle  of  estoppel,  according 


to  the  great  weight  of  authority,  is  applica- 
ble to  cases  of  l^his  kind,  and  must  be  given 
effect  if  the  facts  of  this  case  warrant  it? 
application.  Thtf  principal  contract  under 
which  Thompson  operated  bears  date  June 
18,  1890.  Under  it  he  began  operations  in 
the  same  month,  and  continued  them  until 
August,  1893,  during  which  time  he  built  a 
railroad,  equipped  it  with  locomotives  and 
cars,  built  tramroads,  rebuilt  and  repaired 
dams  in  the  Blackwater  river,  and  carried 
on  the  business  of  stocking  the  mill  with 
timber  under  the  contract  upon  an  immense- 
scale,  using  the  railroad,  cars,  locomotives, 
tramroads,  tools,  appliances,  and  the  booms 
and  dams  in  the  river  for  that  purpose,  and, 
as  indicated  by  the  record,  practically  sup- 
plied the  mill  with  timber.     In  these  opera- 


a  court  of  equity  so  far  as  to  subject  for  their 
satisfaction  any  property  possessed  by  the  cor- 
poration at  the  time.  Brougbton  v.  Pensacola, 
93  U.  S.  266,  23  L.  ed.  896. 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  no  more  im- 
pairs the  obligation  of  Its  contracts  than  the 
death  of  a  private  person  can  be  said  to  impair 
the  obligation  of  his  contracts.  Mumma  v.  Po- 
tomac Co.  8  Pet.  286,  8  L.  ed.  945. 

The  repeal  or  forfeiture  of  a  corporate  char- 
ter by  an  act  of  the  legislature,  although  con- 
ditional opon  the  consent  of  the  corporation, 
does  not  infringe  the  constitutional  provision 
against  impairing  the  obligation  of  contracts, 
notwithstanding  it  may  deprive  creditors  of  all 
opportunity  to  collect  their  debts.  Mobile  &  O. 
tt.  Vo.  V.  State,  29  Ala.  573. 

While  the  obligation  of  the  contract  between 
a  corporation  and  its  creditor  is  not  impaired 
by  the  repeal,  by  act  of  the  legislature,  of  Its 
charter,  the  method  of  obtaining  indemnity  for 
its  breach  is  changed,  and,  after  the  enactment 
of  the  repealer,  au  action  at  law  upon  the  con- 
tract can  no  longer  be  maintained  or  prose- 
cuted, in  the  absence  of  any  statute  permitting 
it  to  be.     Read  v.  Frankfort  BanlL,  23  Me.  318. 

The  liquidation  of  a  corporation  has  the  im- 
mediate effect  of  terminating  all  its  purely  per- 
sonal obligations,  and  of  relegating  the  bene- 
ficiaries thereunder  to  an  action  In  damages  in 
keeping  with  Its  covenants.  Schlelder  v.  Dlel- 
man,  44  La.  Ann.  462.  10  So.  934. 

Although  a  law  authorizes  the  stockholders 
of  a  business  corporation  to  dissolve  it  at  will, 
and  the  laws  of  the  state  in  this  regard  enter 
directly  into  its  contracts,  and  all  persons  are 
deemed  to  have  contracted  In  view  of  the  exist- 
ence and  possible  exercise  of  this  power,  it  is 
nevertheless  true  that  such  a  dissolution  does 
not  destroy  the  obligation  of  the  corporation's 
contracts.  The  equitable  rights  of  creditors 
•nrrive  the  dissolution,  and  attach  to  the  as- 
sets and  property  of  the  corporation  in  the 
hands  of  Its  liquidators.     /Md. 

The  dissolution  of  a  solvent  corporation  by 
its  own  voluntary  act  will  not  relieve  it  irom 
Its  contracts,  but  its  assets  will  be  liable  for 
breaches  thereof.  Griffith  v.  Blackwater  Boom 
k  Lumber  Co.  46  W.  Va.  56,  33  S.  B.  125. 

"Even  the  executory  contracts  of  a  defunct 
corporation  are  not  extinguished.'*  Shields  v. 
Ohio,  95  U.  8.  319,  24  L.  ed.  357. 

Unless  the  dissolution  Is  compulsory  and  in- 
voluntary. Then,  even  when  partly  performed, 
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executory  contracts  perish  when  the  corporation 
is  dissolved.  Griffith  v.  Blackwater  Boom  & 
Lumber  Co.  46  W.  Va.  56,  33  S.  E.  125. 

When  a  corporation,  upon  petition  of  Its 
stockholders  and  by  the  decree  of  a  court.  Is 
dissolved,  and  thereafter  neither  does,  nor  at- 
tempts to  do,  any  business,  it  becomes  as  en- 
tirely extinct,  except  so  far  as  the  statute  pre- 
scribes otherwise,  as  if  it  had  never  existed.  It 
is  thus  wholly  disabled  from  performing  its 
contracts,  and  its  breach  of  any  such  contract  is 
a  total  one,  which  entitles  the  other  party,  im- 
mediately upon  the  dissolution,  to  his  whole 
damageB,  present  and  prospective,  for  the  loss 
of  his  contract.  Bowe  v.  Minnesota  Milk  Co. 
44  Minn.  460,  47  N.  W.  151. 

It  is  not  the  law  that  when  a  corporation 
is  dissolved  under  a  statute  all  contracts  where- 
by third  parties  hold  Its  property  are  annulled 
and  avoided ;  hence,  a  writ  of  assistance  will 
not  be  awarded  to  put  a  receiver  in  possession 
of  property  of  such  a  corporation,  where  per- 
sons not  parties  to  the  dissolution  proceedings 
assert  In  good  faith  a  colorable  right  to  hold 
it.  Musgrove  v.  Gray,  123  Ala.  376,  82  Am. 
St.  Uep.  124,  26  So.  643. 

When  the  receiver  of  a  dissolved  corporation 
has  paid  all  the  undisputed  debts,  and  has 
funds  enough  left  to  pay  all  the  disputed  ones, 
and  still  has  a  large  surplus  for  distribution  to 
stockholders,  he  is  bound  to  pay  rent  accrued 
and  accruing  to  tho  end  of  the  term  under  a 
lease  for  years  to  the  corporation.  People  v. 
National  Trust  Co.  82  N.  Y.  283. 

When,  at  the  instance  of  the  state,  and  by 
Judicial  decree  or  operation  of  law,  a  corpora- 
tion is  dissolved,  and  its  corporate  existence 
terminated,  a  contract  between  It  and  an  in- 
dividual for  the  latter's  services,  which  Is  in 
progress  and  has  been  performed  upon  both 
sides  according  to  its  terms  down  to  the  time 
when  the  corporation  and  its  agents  and  serv- 
ants were  prohibited  from  carrying  on  the  cor- 
porate business,  is  at  an  end,  and  cannot  upon 
either  side  longer  1)e  performed  ;  but  it  cannot  be 
considered  as  broken  by  the  corporation,  since 
nothing  has  occurred  to  constitute  a  breach  of 
the  contract  upon  either  side,  performance  be- 
ing simply  prevented  by  vis  major,  and  hence 
the  individual  has  no  claim 'for  damages  against 
the  assets  of  the  corporation.  People  v.  Globe 
Mut  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174. 

A  contract  of  a  corporation  with  an  Indi- 
vidual for  the  latter's  services  for  a  term  of 
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tions  he  expended  nearly  $300,000,  accord- 
ing to  the  report  of  the  cojnmissloner.  He 
resigned  his  position  as  director  in  1891. 
Can  it  be  possible  that  the  directors  and 
the  stockholders,  who  appear  to  have  been 
few  in  number  ( only  six,  as  indicated  by  the 
record),  liad  no  knowledge  of  the  immense 
expenditure  Thompson  was  making  on  the 
faith  of  this  contract?  Whether  the  mak- 
ing of  the  contract  was  in  all  respects  duly 
formal  or  not,  the  books  of  the  company 
were  open  to  them,  and  upon  them  the  terms 
of  the  contract  were  indicated  by  the  en- 
tries. For  a  long  time  after  Thompson 
ceased  to  be  a  director  and  to  have  any 
share  or  part  in  the  management  of  the 
company,  they  allowed  him  to  go  on  with- 
out objection  or  notice  of  the  disapproval 


of  the  contract.  If,  having  such  knowledge, 
they  had  the  right  to  avoid  the  contract  be- 
cause he  was  a  director  at  the  time  it  was 
made,  can  they  do  it  in  such  manner  as  to 
inflict  upon  him  the  loss  of  so  much  of  this 
large  expenditure  as  compliance  with  his 
contract,  so  far  as  he  was  permitted  to  per- 
form it,  necessitated?  Having  the  right  to 
deprive  him  of  the  profits  which  he  could 
have  made  on  the  contract  if  permitted  to 
complete  it,  have  they  also  the  right  to 
punish  him  by  depriving  him  of  money  ex- 
pended under  the  honest  belief  that  they, 
having  full  knowledge  of  all  the  facts,  aa 
they  must  be  deemed  to  have  had,  and  giv- 
ing it  to  creditors,  who  advanced  their 
money  under  the  belief  that  the  company 
had  such  financial    strength   as   warranted 


years  at  a  stipulated  salary  Is  broken  when, 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  the  corpora- 
tion is  adjudged  insolvent,  and  a  receiver  ia  ap- 
pointed whose  duty  by  statute  Is  to  collect  and 
distribute  the  assets,  under  Judicial  direction, 
to  the  creditors  and  stockhoiders.  Spader  v. 
Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J.  Eq.  18,  20 
Atl.  378. 

When  a  corporation  contracts  to  sell  and  de- 
liver upon  a  future  day  merchandise,  and  be- 
fore the  time  of  delivery  arrives  is  enjoined 
from  In  anywise  Interfering  with  its  property, 
and  a  receiver  is  appointed  of  all  Its  assets,  per- 
formance of  its  contract  is  rendered  impossible 
by  Judicial  action,  and  the  buyer  has  no  claim 
for  damages.  Malcomson  v.  Wappoo  Mills,  88 
Fed.  680. 

The  court  cited  and  followed  People  v.  Globe 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174,  and  rejected 
Spader  v.  Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J. 
Eq.  18,  20  Atl.  378,  but  the  report  does  not 
show  whether  the  appointment  of  the  receiver 
was  voluntary  or  involuntary,  or  whether  or 
not  the  selling  corporation  (if  such  it  was.  for 
fven  its  corporate  entity  Is  not  stated)  was 
dissolved. 

Where,  upon  the  suspension  of  business  and 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  of  a  dissolved  cor- 
poration, a  contract  with  it  is  in  process  of 
[performance,  and  is  for  a  time  afterwards  con- 
tinued under  direction  of  the  court  having  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  matter,  it  cannot  be  said  that 
there  was  a  breach  of  the  contract,  committed 
by  the  corporation.  Grlflith  v.  Blackwater 
Boom  &  Lumber  Co.  46  W.  Va.  56,  33  S.  E.  125. 

When  the  receiver  of  a  dissolved  corporation 
abandons  the  performance  of  one  of  its  con- 
tracts by  direction  of  the  court  which  appointed 
him,  after  he  had  for  a  time,  by  the  like  direc- 
tion, been  performing  it,  and  when  at  the  time 
of  his  appointment  the  corporation  was  not  in 
default  thereon,  the  corporate  assets  are  not 
liable  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  such  con- 
tract.    Ihid. 

While  it  is  implied  In  every  agreement,  the 
performance  of  which  depends  upon  the  con- 
tinued existence  of  a  person  or  thing,  that  such 
existence  will  continue,  and  that  the  death  of 
the  person  or  destruction  of  the  thing  will  ter- 
minate the  obli{?ation ;  and  when  a  corporation 
Is  a  party  to  such  contract  its  dissolution  or 
civil  death  ends  it, — yet  such  is  not  the  rule  if 
suoh  dissolution  be  voluntary,  for  it  is  equally 
an  implied  condition  of  all  corporate  contracts 
ti9  L.  R.  A. 


that  the  corporation  will  not  of  its  own  voll- 
tlon  try  to  escape  the  obligation  of  its  con- 
tracts, and.  If  it  does,  equity  will  not  recognise 
the  dissolution  or  permit  the  dissipation  of  its 
assets  until  Its  contracts  are  satisfied.  Ibid. 
A  contract  between  a  dairyman  and  a  cor- 
poration to  run  a  year,  whereby  the  company 
agrees  to  buy  and  furnish  all  the  cans  to  carry 
all  the  milk  produced  by  the  former's  kine  to  be 
delivered  daily,  Is  broken  in  toto  by  the  volun- 
tsry  dissolution  of  the  corporation  during  the 
year,  and  the  dairyman  is  entitled  immediately 
to  ail  his  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  contract, 
present  and  prospective,  for  it  is  an  entirety, 
and  a  single  recovery  is  a  bar  to  further  ac- 
tions. Bowe  V.  Minnesota  Milk  Co.  44  Minn. 
460,  47  N.  W.  151. 

f.  Upon  employment  contracts, 

1.  With  officers. 

The  bringing  of  an  action  against  a  corpora- 
tion, and  alleging  its  insolvency  and  the  ap- 
pointment therein  of  a  receiver,  do  not  abro- 
gate a  contract  for  the  employment  of  a  sal- 
aried officer.  Kinsman  v.  Fisk,  37  App.  Div. 
443,  56  N»  Y.  Supp.  33. 

When  a  corporation  makes  a  general  assign- 
ment for  creditors  it  is  not  thereby  released 
from  its  express  contract  to  pay  a  salary  to  its 
treasurer  if  he  renders,  or  is  ready  to  render, 
his  services  as  such ;  and,  on  a  reconveyance  by 
the  assignee  after  settlement  with  its  creditors, 
he  is  entitled  to  recover  his  stipend.  Potts  ▼. 
Rose  Valley  Mills,  167  Pa.  310,  31  Atl.  655. 

A  secrets  ry  of  a  corporation  which  becomes 
insolvent  and  goes  into  the  hands  of  a  receiver 
is  entitled  to  his  salary  for  the  balance  of  the 
year  for  which  he  was  employed,  less  what  be 
may  earn  in  other  employment.  Hassenfus  v. 
Philadelphia  Packing  &  Provision  Co.  15  Pa. 
Co.  Ct.  650. 

A  managing  director  of  a  corporation,  en- 
gaged upon  a  salary  for  a  term  of  years,  is  en- 
titled, upon  the  winding  up  of  such  corporation 
during  the  term,  to  prove  up  his  claim  for  sal- 
ary on  the  same  footing  as  outside  creditors, 
notwithstanding  he  was  a  shareholder  In  the 
company.  Ills  characters  as  stockholder  and 
employee  being  quite  distinct.  Re  Dale,  L.  R. 
43  Ch.  Div.  255,  59  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  180,  62  h,  T. 
N.  S.  215. 

Salary  due  the  secretary  of  a  corporation  for 
services  as  such  down  to  the  winding  up  Is  a 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


lilUJ>-i!lLTH  ▼.  Blackwateb  B.  &  L.  Co. 


145 


their  doing  so  without  taking  security  for 
its  repayment,  just  as  Thompson  laid  out 
and  expended  these  immense  sums,  under 
the  like  belief?  The  law  does  not  demand 
tlie  infliction  of  any  such  punishment,  nor 
will  its  principles  warrant  the  court  in  de- 
priving him  of  compensation  for  his  expend- 
itures merely  because  of  his  fiduciary 
status  at  the  time  the  contract  was  made, 
even  if  this  court  has  correctly  decided  that 
he  is  not  entitled  to  damages  by  way  of 
compensation  for  the  loss  of  anticipated 
profits,  as  to  which  it  is  now  too  late  to  en- 
ter upon  any  inquiry. 

"The  rule  under  consideration  does  not  ex- 
tend so  far  as  to  work  an  entire  confiscation 
of  the  property  of  the  unfaithful  director, 
which  he  may  have  attempted  to  sell  to  his 


corporation  at  an  advance  over  its  cost  to 
him,  so  as  to  derive  a  secret  profit  there- 
from; but  in  the  accounting  which  takes 
place  under  the  principle  the  director  will 
be  compelled  to  yield  to  the  corporation  the 
secret  profit,  but  will  be  allowed  a  credit  for 
the  property  sold  to  the  corporation  at  its 
real  value."     10  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  795. 

"In  most  jurisdictions,  as  we  have  seen, 
a  contract  or  other  transaction  between  a 
corporation  and  its  directors  or  other  of- 
ficers, the  corporation  being  represented  by 
others,  or  a  contract  or  other  transaction  be- 
tween a  corporation  and  a  third  party,  from 
which  a  director  or  other  officer  derives  a 
profit,  or  in  which  he  is  otherwise  person- 
ally interested,  is  merely  voidable  at  the  op- 
tion of  the  corporation,  and  not  absolutely 


provable  demand,  althouj^h  he  consented  to 
take  one  half  the  amount  until  such  time  as  it 
might  be  convenient  for  the  company  to  pay  the 
•I her  half.  Cope's  Case,  20  Lu  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  28, 
1  Sim.  N.  S.  54. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  of  a  corporation 
cease  ur»on  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  em- 
powered and  directed  to  take  control  of  all  its 
property  and  to  assume  the  entire  management 
of  mil  its  affairs.  I^noir  v.  Linvflle  Improv.  Co. 
1J6  N.  C.  022,  51  L.  R.  A.  150,  36  8.  E.  185. 

The  New  Jersey  rule,  as  exemplified  In  Spader 
v.  Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J.  Kq.  18, 
2t)  Atl.  373,  that  claims  for  damages  arising 
Trom  breaches  of  contract  for  services  occasion- 
rd  by  the  Insolvency  of  a  corporation  are  en- 
titled to  be  paid  pro  rata  out  of  funds  In  the 
hands  of  the  receiver,  hiiH  much  to  commend  it, 
•«ny»  the  North  Carolina  supreme  court ;  but  we 
think  that  the  average  ends  of  justice  would  be 
'K'lipr  and  more  generally  subserved  by  follow- 
ing the  New  York  rule  as  laid  down  in  People 
V.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174,  that  such 
<^>ii tracts  are  terminated  by  the  dissolution  of 
(be  corporation  at  the  instance  of  the  sovereign 
power,  and  not  broken.     Jhid, 

The  dissolution  of  a  corporation  and  annul- 
inenc  of  its  charter  for  the  nonpayment  of  taxes 
preclude  a  manager,  who  was  at  the  same  time 
one  of  its  stockholders  and  directors,  from  re- 
covering from  its  assets  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver any  salary  on  account  of  services  ren- 
dered in  continuing  the  business  after  dlssolu- 
liun  of  the  corporation,  as  his  contract  termi- 
nated when  the  corporation  was  dissolved. 
Louchheim  v.  Ciewson  Printing  &  Weighing  Co. 
12  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  55. 

2.  With  superintendenia. 

When,  by  the  insolvency  and  winding  up  of  a 
banking  company,  its  manager  ts  discharged  by 
the  official  liquidator,  and  his  contract  has  not 
expired,  and  he  was  by  such  contract  entitled, 
in  addition  to  a  stated  annual  salary,  to  resi- 
rl»*ncr  and  offices  upon  the  bank's  premises  free 
of  rent  and  taxes,  he  is  entitled  to  damages 
ir-m  the  efTects  of  the  imuk  for  the  loss  ox  his 
contract,  computed  uppn  the  basis  of  the  pres- 
ent valne  of  an  annuity  equal  to  his  annual 
^lary  aud  terminating  at  the  end  of  his  term  of 
"tupidymcnt,  with  a  proper  rent  for  the  bank 


a  fresh  appointment.     Yel land's  Case,  L.  R.  4 
Eq.  SoO. 

When  it  is  part  of  the  contract  under  which 
one  is  employed  as  manager  for  a  corporation, 
that,  if  he  is  deprived  of  his  employment  for 
other  than  his  gross  misconduct,  he  shall  be 
paid  by  the  company  a  sum  equal  to  three  years' 
salary,  he  is  entitled,  upon  the  winding  up  of 
the  corporation  under  the  English  companies 
net.  to  the  sum  stated  without  deduction  as  In 
Yelland's  Case,  because,  had  the  corporation 
while  a  going  concern  discharged  him  without 
his  mlsliehnvlor.  It  would  be  bound  to  pay  him 
the  three  years'  salary,  and  he  might  have  en- 
tered at  once  upon  a  new  employment.  Re 
London  &  S.  Bank,  L.  K.  9  Eq.  140,  18  Week. 
Rep.  273. 

One  who  has  a  contract  to  serve  a  corpora- 
tion as  superintendent  for  a  period  of  ten  years 
at  a  stated  annual  salary  and  a  percentage  of 
profits,  which  is  duly  performed  for  nearly  two 
years  by  both  parties,  when  further  perform- 
ance is  stopped  by  the  adjudication  of  bank- 
ruptcy of  the  corporation,  is  entitled  to  prove 
against  the  assets  in  bankruptcy,  and  to  share 
In  the  distribution  thereof,  damages  for  the 
breach  of  such  contract  as  If  he  had  been  dis- 
charged without  legal  cause  at  the  time  the 
adjudication  took  place.  Ex  parte  Pollard,  2 
Low.  Dec.  411,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  11,252. 

The  reasoning  of  Lowell,  J.,  In  the  above  case 
as  to  the  provability  and  right  of  participation 
of  a  claim  for  damages  against  a  bankrupt 
manufacturing  corporation,  cf  one  employed  as 
Its  superintendent  under  a  written  contract  at 
a  stated  annual  salary  for  ten  years  with  a  per 
centage  of  profits,  and  which  was  in  course  of 
performance  by  both  parties,  and  had  eight 
years  and  upwards  to  run  when  it  was  inter- 
rupted by  an  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  fol- 
lowing the  voluntary  petition  of*the  corporation, 
is  worth  outlining,  and  in  striking  contrast  to 
the  reasoning  of  the  New  Y^ork  case  of  People  v. 
Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174.  Has  there, 
he  asks,  been  such  a  breach  of  the  contract  as 
win  give  the  petitioner  a  right  of  proof  for  any 
damages  which  he  may  have  suffered  against 
the  estate  of  the  bankrupt  corporation?  That, 
he  says,  is  a  difficult  question.  It  Is  easy  to 
show  the  very  great  hardship  of  a  negative  an- 
swer. No  corporation  has  been  wound  up  in 
bankruptcy  in  this  district,  and  ever  been  re- 
i-.f-ml8es    for    the    unexpired    term,    deducting  I  vlved  in  such  a  form  as  to  give  its  old  creditors 
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void.  It  follows  that  the  transaction,  if 
within  the  powers  of  the  corporation,  may 
be  consented  to,  ratified,  or  acquiesced  in, 
by  the  stockholders,  or  by  the  board  of  di- 
rectors, if  it  could  be  authorized  by  them. 
If  it  is  consented  to  or  ratified  with  full 
knowledge  of  the  facts,  it  is  finally  and  ab- 
solutely binding,  and  neither  the  corpora- 
tion nor  individual  stockholders  can  after- 
wards sue  to  set  it  aside,  or  otherwise  at- 
tack its  validity.  And  since  the  corporation 
may  thus  consent  to  the  transaction  and 
render  it  binding,  if  it  acquiesces,  strangers 
cannot  object.  This  is  true  of  contracts 
and  other  transactions  between  two  corpora- 
tions having  directors  or  other  oflicers  in 
common.  They  are  not  absolutely  void,  but, 
at  the  most,  merely  voidable,  and  may  be 


rendered  binding  by  ratification  or  ac- 
quiescence on  the  part  of  the  stockholders. 
Ratification  is  to  be  implied  if  the  corpora- 
tion accepts  or  retains  the  benefit  of  the 
transaction  (assuming,  of  course,  that  it 
can  do  otherwise),  with  knowledge  of  the 
facts;  and  it  may  be  implied  from  acqiiies- 
cence.  Ordinarily,  it  is  for  the  corporation 
— the  stockholders  collectively — to  ratify  or 
disafiirm  the  transaction,  and  individual 
stockholders  cannot  object.  Of  course,  rati- 
fication or  acquiescence  by  a  majority  of  the 
stockholders  cannot  bind  a  dissenting  stock- 
holder where  the  transaction  is  a  fraud 
upon  his  rights,  or  beyond  the  powers  of  the 
corporation,  and  cannot  prevent  the  dissent- 
ing stockholder  from  suing  in  a  proper  case 
to  set  the  transaction  aside,  and  obtain  re- 


dividend  is  all  that  is  left.  And  advertins 
to  the  English  companies  act  (26  &  27  Vict, 
chap.  80,  I  158)  allowing  proof  of  claims  for 
damages,  certain  and  uncertain,  present  and 
fiifre.  which,  he  says.  Is  n  *  more  than  common 
Justice;  and  expressing  regret  that  the  atten- 
ilou  of  Congress  was  not  attracted  to.  this  mat 
ter,  and  that  the  law  as  it  stands  is  the  same 
for  corporations  and  individuals  notwithstand- 
ing the  difference  in  their  situation, — he  con- 
cludes that,  as  this  claim  could  be  proved 
against  an  individual  bankrupt,  it  can  be  proved 
against  a  bankrupt  corporation.  He  Justifies 
this  conclusion  by  saying  that  it  is  now  well 
settled  that  where  one  party  to  a  contract  defi- 
nitely refuses  to  perform  it,  even  before  the 
time  for  performance  arrives,  the  other  party 
has  his  Immediate  action,  a  fortiori  when,  after 
part  performance,  there  is  a  refusal  to  com- 
plete, the  only  question  in  doubt  being  whether 
the  injured  party  could  have  an  immediate  and 
complete  remedy  once  for  all  without  tender  of 
performance  on  his  part,  and  the  decisions  are 
that  he  may.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  If  the 
corporation  had  dlschartced  Its  superintendent 
the  day  liefore  it  began  the  bankruptcy  proceed- 
ings, he  would  have  had  a  claim  for  damages 
which  he  might  prove.  Does  it  make  any  dif- 
ference that  the  company  neglected  to  give 
the  employee  a  formal  dismissal? — he  inquires. 
Not  at  all.  It  did  an  act  which  incapacitated 
it  from  fulfilling  Its  contract,  and  it  is  unnec- 
essary and  false  nicety  to  hold  that,  because 
this  act  was  the  very  filing  of  a  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  therefore  there  was  no  breach  at 
the  time  of  filing  that  petition.  The  contract 
was  ipso  facto  dissolved  by  t^e  filing  of  the  pe- 
tition in  bankruptcy,  which  made  its  perform- 
ance by  the  bankrupt  impossible  and  by  the 
employee  illegal,  for  he  had  no  right  to  employ 
a  man  or  pay  a  dollar  after  that  time ;  and  the 
fact  that  the  bankrupt  corporation  did  not,  five 
minutes  or  more  before  such  filing,  formally 
dismiss  him  from  its  service,  is  immaterial. 

8.  With  agents. 

In  People  v.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y. 
174,  a  general  agent  who  bad  a  running  con- 
tract for  a  term  of  years  with  a  life  insurance 
company,  and  whose  employment  was  termi- 
nated by  the  compulsory  dissolution  of  his  cor- 
porate employer,  was  denied  any  participation 
In  the  assets  of  the  company  upon  his  asserted 
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claim  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  his  contract 
of  employment.  There  were  more  than  one 
grt)uud  assl^^ned  for  tills  conclusion.  I  Kit  in- 
chief  one  was  that  there  had  been  no  breach  of 
the  contract  on  the  part  of  the  company,  nor 
was  it  possible  for  the  agent  to  perform,  or 
tender  performance,  upon  his  part,  so  as  to  put 
the  company  in  default,  a  sine  qua  non,  to  a 
recovery  of  such  a  claim.  Both  parties  were  In 
good  faith,  it  was  said,  performing  this  con- 
tract, when  the  state.  In  the  exercise  of  its 
sovereign  power,  interfered.  It  forbade  by  in- 
junction both  parties,  alike,  from  going  on  with 
the  contract,  and  rendered  performance  Impos- 
sible, alike,  by  the  company  and  the  agent  by 
the  same  sovereign  act  and  at  the  same  Instant 
of  time.  Both  parties  contracted  In  view  of 
the  possibility  of  the  dissolution  of  the  corpora- 
tion at  any  time  by  the  act  of  the  state. 

It  was  necessary,  to  reach  this  Judgment,  for 
the  court  to  distinguish  two  of  its  prior  deci- 
sions. In  People  v.  Security  L.  Ins.  Co.  78  N. 
Y.  114,  34  Am.  Hop.  .'i22.  and  Ponple  v.  National 
Trust  Co.  82  N.  Y.  283,  the  respective  corpora- 
tions defendant  had  been  enjoined  from  con- 
tinuing business,  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver, and  dissolved  absolutely.  In  the  one 
case  it  was  held  that  policy  holders  had  con- 
tractu of  value  which  were  broken  by  the  disso- 
lution, and  in  the  other  case  that  a  lease  for 
years  was  not  thereby  terminated:  so  that  in 
the  first  case  the  policy  holders  had  valid  claims 
upon  the  corporate  assets  for  the  value  of  their 
policies  which  were  destroyed  by  the  dissolution, 
and  in  the  second  case  that  the  landlord  bad 
a  valid  claim  for  the  future  accruing  rent  to  the 
end  of  the  leased  term. 

It  was  said  that  the  policy  holder  stood  upon 
a  breach  of  his  contract,  but  that  breach  was 
not  the  dissolution  of  the  company,  but  the 
failure  upon  its  part,  before  the  dissolution,  to 
maintain  the  legal  reserve  which  was  the  pro- 
voking cause  of  the  state's  intervention,  and 
the  promise  to  maintain,  which  was  an  implied 
part  of  its  contract  with  every  policy  holder. 
The  state,  finding  these  contracts  with  the  pol- 
icy holders  broken  In  this  unexpressed  condi- 
tion, stepped  in  and  wound  up  the  recalcitrant 
corporation.  The  landlord's  case,  affected,  it 
was  said,  property  rights  which  survived  the 
death  of  the  corporation.  He  could  perform 
upon  his  part,  his  ability  to  do  so  existed  and 
was  not  restrained.    The  agent  could  not  per- 
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dress  for  the  benefit  of  the  corporation,  as 
has  been  explained  in  a  former  chapter.  But 
where  the  transaction  is  of  such  a  character 
tliat  it  might  lawfully  have  been  authorized 
by  the  majority,  it  may  lawfully  be  ratified 
or  acquiesced  in  by  them,  and  their  ratifica- 
tion or  acquiescence  will  bar  an  action  by  a 
dissenting  minority  to  set  it  aside.  The 
board  of  directors  may  ratify  a  transaction 
if  they  could  have  authorized  it,  but  not 
otherwise.  When  they  do  undertake  to  rati- 
fy, a  majority  must  be  disinterested.  It  is 
also  well  settled  that  the  corporation  and 
the  stockholders  may  and  will  lose  the  right 
to  have  the  contract  oi:  transaction  set  aside 
by  laches  in  exercising  their  option  to  disaf- 
firm it.  Whether  the  delay  in  electing  to 
set  the  transaction  aside  constitutes  laches, 


so  as  to  bar  the  right  to  relief,  will  depend 
upon  the  circumstances,  and  not  merely 
upon  the  length  of  time  which  has  elapsed. 
It  was  said  by  Mr.  Justice  Miller  in  a  lead- 
ing case  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States  [TiiHn'Lick  Oil  Co.  v.  Marhury,  91  U. 
S.  587,  23  L.  ed.  328],  in  which  a  director 
had  purchased  property  of  a  corporation  at 
a  sale  under  a  deed  of  trust :  *The  doctrine 
is  well  settled  that  the  option  to  avoid  such 
-a  sale  must  be  exercised  within  a  reasonable 
time.  This  has  never  been  held  to  be  any 
determined  number  of  days  or  years,  as  ap- 
plied to  every  case,  like  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations, but  must  be  decided  in  each  case 
upon  all  the  elements  of  it  which  affect  that 
question.  These  are  generally  the  presence 
or  absence  of  the  parties  at  the  place  of  the 


form  because  the  state  would  not  allow  him  to 
do  so. 

The  court  dismissed  the  English  cases  with 
the  statement  that  in  all  of  them  the  companies 
stopped  payment  before  the  law  took  them  in 
hand,  and  they  did  so  by  open  public  notice, 
which  was  In  legal  effect  a  refusal  to  perform 
their  contracts.  The  law  did  not  break  the  con- 
tracts; they  were  already  broken. 

After  disposing  of  the  troublesome  precedents 
In  this  wbte,  the  court  faced  the  contention 
that  the  agent*s  contract  is  to  be  regarded  as 
only  dissolved  when  destroyed  by  an  outside,  in- 
dependent force,  operating  separately,  and  not 
iet  in  motion  directly  or  indirectly  by  the  act 
of  the  party  pleading  It  as  an  excuse.  In  other 
words,  such  party  must  be  innocent  and  blame- 
less respecting  the  vi9  major  which  dissolves 
the  contract,  and.  If  not  so,  cannot  plead  as  an 
excuse  what  is  practically  his  own  act  and 
fault.  The  argument  was  pressed  upon  the 
court  that,  unlike  the  corporations  in  all  the 
precedent  authorities,  the  Globe  company  at 
the  bar  was  not  only  not  blameless,  but  that  its 
dissolution  resulted  from,  and  was  directly 
caused  by,  its  own  acts  and  omissions. 

The  answer  to  this  seems  deplorably  weak. 
The  court  said,  the  fact  is  not  shown,  nor  neces- 
Nirily  to  be  inferred,  from  aught  in  the  record, 
that  the  corporation  was  derelict,  although  at 
the  same  time  it  admitted  that  it  should  pre- 
sume the  legal  reserve  to  have  fallen  below  the 
safe  level,  since  this  was  the  statutory  ground 
for  state  intervention.  Moreover,  this  result, 
It  added,  may  have  been  due  to  investments 
seemingly  prudent  when  made,  but  which,  con- 
trary to  all  reasonable  expectation  and  fore- 
sight, turned  out  bad.  As,  however,  even  this 
pointed  to  an  indirect  responsibility,  the  court 
retreated  to  the  fellow-servant  doctrine,  that 
lias  done  such  yeoman  service  in  preventing  re- 
cover ies  for  personal  Injuries. 

On  the  whole  this  decision  is  unsatisfyhig. 
Waiving  the  question  as  to  why'  the  court  in  one 
case  Implied  a  contract  with  the  policy  holder 
that  the  company  should  maintain  the  legal  re- 
serve, and  not  provoke  corporate  death  at  the 
hands  of  the  state;  and  in  the  other  refused 
to  imply  any  contract  with  its  agent  to  refrain 
from  disabling  itself  from  doing  the  business  it 
was  chartered  to  do, — there  are  difficulties  with 
the  court's  theories.  To  say  that  the  agent 
contracted  with  knowledge  that  the  corporation 
most  die  whenever  its  creator  so  willed  does  not 
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help,  since  both  policy  holder  and  landlord  did 
the  same.  It  Is  also  unsatisfactory  to  say  that 
there  was,  by  the  failure  to  maintain  the  legal 
reserve,  a  breach  of  the  contract  with  the 
policy  holder  before  dissolution, — such  breach 
being  the  cause  and  the  dissolution  the  conse- 
quence. This  alleged  breach  did  not  authorize 
any  policy  holder  to  refuse  to  carry  out  his  con- 
tract until  the  state  intervened.  The  policy 
holder  was  bound  to, pay  his  premiums  down  to 
the  very  moment  of  dissolution,  or  his  policy 
would  have  lapsed  and  he  have  been  barred 
from  sharing  In  the  corporate  assets.  Why, 
then,  was  not  the  company  up  to  the  instant 
of  its  dissolution  as  much  performing  Its  con- 
tracts with  its  policy  holders  as  with  Its  gen- 
eral agents?  now  could  the  policy  holder, 
more  than  the  agent,  when  dissolution  occurred 
by  the  vis  major,  put  the  company  in  default? 

In  Hepburn  v.  Montgomery,  07  N.  T.  618, 
and  in  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Continental  L.  Ins.  Co.  93 
N.  Y.  630,  the  decision  in  People  v.  Globe  Mut. 
L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174,  was  followed. 

A  question  arose  in  a  New  Jersey  litigation 
over  the  sufficiency  of  a  plea  in  answer  to  a 
declaration  by  the  general  agent  of  a  credit  in- 
surance company  claiming  damages  for  a  breach 
of  his  contract  to  solicit  insurance,  which  set 
up  in  defense,  in '  substance,  that  the  corpora- 
tion became  insolvent,  and  ceased  to  employ  the 
agent  because  it  was  declared  insolvent  and  en- 
Joined  from  doing  further  business  by  the  court 
of  chancery,  was  put  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver, 
and  its  charter  was  declared  to  be  forfeited  and 
void,  except  for  the  purpose  of  collecting  and 
distributing  its  assets.  The  supreme  court  held 
the  plea  good,  and  overruled  the  plaintiff's 
demurrer  thereto,  reasoning  as  follows :  It  is 
well  settled  that  contracts  for  personal  serv- 
ices are  made  upon  the  implied  agreement  that 
both  contracting  parties  will  continue  alive, 
and  are  terminated  when  either  dies.  The  dis- 
tinction between  such  contracts  and  those  with 
policy  holders  was  applied  in  People  v..  Globe 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174,  a  case  involving 
the  question  here,  and  where,  as  here,  the  life 
of  the  company  was  extinguished  by  the  act  of 
the  state.  The  New  York  supreme  court  held, 
and  Its  view  w^s  unanimously  concurred  in  by 
the  court  of  appeals,  that  a  general  agent 
whose  comper|^ation  depended  upon  his  suc- 
cess in  procuring  insurance  for  the  company 
upon  a  percentage  could  not  maintain  an  action 
for  damages  against  the  receiver  because,  be- 
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transaction,  their  knowledge  or  ignorakice  of 
the  sale  and  of  the  facts  which  render  it 
voidable,  the  permanent  or  fluctuating  char- 
acter of  the  subject-matter  of  the  transac- 
tion as  affecting  its  value,  and  the  actual 
rise  or  fall  of  the  property  in  value  during 
the  period  within  which  this  option  might 
have  been  exercised.'  Laches  may  bar  the 
right  of  a  corporation  or  its  stockholders  to 
maintain  a  suit  to  compel  directors  to  ac- 
count for  secret  profits.  Individual  stock- 
holders may  be  estopped  to  attack  a  con- 
tract or  other  transaction  on  behalf  of  the 
corporation  on  the  ground  that  directors  or 
other  officers  were  personally  interested.  If 
they  participated  or  consented,  or  if  they 
have  ratified  the  transaction  with  knowledge 
of    the    facts,    they    are    clearly    estopped. 


Stockholders  will  not  be  heard  to  complain 
of  their  own  acts  as  directors.  The- right  of 
individual  stockholders  to  complain  may 
also  be  barred  by  laches."  Clark  &  M.  Priv. 
Corp.  §  764. 

This  text  is  supported  by  authorities  too 
numerous  to  mention  or  examine,  one  of 
which  is  the  leading  case  of  Foss  v.  Har- 
bottlc,  2  Hare,  401,  in  which  the  vice  chan- 
cellor, after  laying  down  the  rigid  rules  of 
law  requiring  the  exercise  of  the  utmost 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  promoters  of  cor- 
porations, treating  them  as  acting  in  a  fi- 
duciary capacity,  proceeds  as  follows:  "If 
persons,  on  the  other  hand,  intending  to 
form  a  company,  should  purchase  land  with 
a  view  to  the  foi-mation  of  it,  and  state  at 
once  that  they  were  the  owners  of  such  land. 


fore  the  expiration  of  the  period  for  which  he 
was  engaRod.  he  was  prevented  by  the  Insol- 
vency, receivership,  and  dissolution  of  the  com- 
pany from  continuing  his  employment.  The 
rule  in  that  case  will  be  accepted  here.  Rosen- 
baiyu  V.  United  States  Credit  System  Co.  60  N. 
J.  L.  294.  37  Atl.  505. 

But  this  JudRmeut  was  reversed  by  the  New 
Jersey  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  which,  In 
doing  60,  said :  In  the  case  of  People  v.  Globe 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  01  N.  Y.  174,  upon  which  the 
supreme  court  relied,  both  parties  to  the  con- 
tract, the  company  and  the  agent,  were  re- 
strained by  injunction,  at  the  instance  of  the 
attorney  general,  from  further  prosecution  uf 
the  busiiiOiis  of  the  company  and  the  exercise 
of  any  of  its  corporate  franchises,  followed  by 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  and  dissolution 
of  the  company :  and  it  was  held  that,  as  the 
action  of  1)oth  contracting  parties  was  para- 
lyzed by  injunction  at  the  same  time,  so  that 
neither  could  put  the  other  in  the  wrong,  there 
wau  no  brciich  of  the  contract.  But  in  the  case 
at  bar  there  was  no  such  injunction.  The  con- 
traction of  debts  and  disposition  of  assets  was 
forbidden,  and  afterwards  there  was  an  ad- 
judication of  insolvency  and  a  receiver,  but 
writhout  continuing  the  injunction.  The  New- 
Jersey  statutes  do  not  provide  that  a  mere  ad- 
judication of  insolvency  and  the  appointment  of 
a  receiver  take  from  a  corporation  Its  right  to 
do  business.  The  practical  effect  is  to  stop  busi- 
ness, but  the  right  to  go  on  is  not  taken  away. 
Uosenbaum  v.  United  {States  Credit  System  Co. 
81  N.  J.  L.  54.'i,  40  Atl.  591. 

Chancellor  McGIll,  of  New  Jersey,  in  writing 
for  the  court  of  erroi-s  and  appeals  in  Rosen- 
baum  V.  United  States  Credit  System  Co.  01 
N.  J.  L.  543,  40  Atl.  591,  which  unanimously 
reversed  the  supreme  court  in  the  same  case 
(60  N.  J.  L.  294.  37  Atl.  595),  sharply  criticises 
the  reasoning  of  the  New  York  court  of  appeals 
in  l*eople  v.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y. 
174,  upon  which  the  court  below  had  relied  in 
coming  to  the  conclusion  about  to  be  reversed. 
The  learned  chancellor  had  pointed  out  at  tbe 
l)eginnlng  a  very  material  distinction  between 
the  case  in  hand  and  the  New  York  case,  which 
deprived  the  hitter  of  authority  as  a  precedent ; 
but  he  did  not  rest  there,  lie  took  up  the  broad 
question  whether  the  forfeiture  of  the  corpo- 
rate charter  would  bar  a  general  soliciting 
agent's  claim  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  his 
contract  of  employment  for  the  term  of  the 
UO  L.  R.  A. 


contract  which  had  not  expired  at  the  date  of 
that  forfeiture.  Following  the  reasoning  of  the 
New  York  court  in  the  case  mentioned,  th<* 
court  below,  he  said,  looked  upon  the  contract 
as  one  merely  for  skilled  personal  service,  and 
treated  the  insolvency  of  the  company  and  for- 
feiture of  its  charter  as  analogous  to  the  death 
of  the  master  of  such  a  servant,  which,  by  an 
hnplied  condition,  ended  the  contract.  The 
court  of  appeals  of  New  York  carried  the  doc 
trine  of  Implied  condition  In  the  contract  still 
further.  Finch,  J.,  saying :  What  had  happened 
was  the*  dissolution  of  the  contract  by  the  sov- 
ereign power  of  the  state,  rendering  perform- 
ance on  either  side  impossible.  This  result  wa« 
within  the  contemplation  of  the  parties,  and 
must  be  deemed  an  unexpressed  condition  of 
their  agreement.  One  party  was  a  corporation. 
It  drew  its  vitality  from  the  grant  of  the  state, 
and  could  only  live  by  its  permission.  It  ex- 
isted within  certain  defined  limitations,  and 
must  die  whenever  its  creator  so  willed.  The 
general  agent  who  contracted  with  it  did  so  with 
knowledge  of  the  statutory  conditions,  and 
these  must  be  deemed  to  have  permeated  the 
agreement  and  constituted  elements  of  the  obli- 
gation. The  judge  admits,  says  the  chancellor, 
that  the  implication  will  not  exist  if  it  apix^ars 
that  the  corporation  was  culpably  responsible 
for  state  intervention.  lie  then  proceeds:  It 
appears  to  us  that  1)oth  these  Implied  con- 
ditions are  forced,  or  at  least  forced  In  their  ap- 
plication to  cases  in  this  state  similar  to  the 
case  now  considered.  It  appears  to  us  that  the 
material  fact  that  the  corporation  defendant  is 
a  stock  company,  and  that  its  capital  stands  as 
a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  Its  debts,  is 
lost  sight  of.  Such  a  company  may  1)ecome  in- 
solvent, and  its  charter  may  he  forfeited  when 
its  assets  may  be  more  than  sufficient  to  pay 
its  debts.  Everyone  who  deals  with  such  a 
coriK)ratlon  does  so  in  view  of  the  trust  fund 
its  capital  provides  and  the  sedirity  that  fund 
is  intended  to  afford.  The  stockholders  who  pn>- 
vide  the  fund  Invite  conlldence  because  of  it, 
and  through  such  confidence  their  venture  may 
he  profitable  to  them.  The  mere  statement  of 
this  situation  makes  conspicuous  the  injustice 
of  any  course  of  reasoning  which  will  return  to 
the  stockholders  their  capital  l)efore  satisfac- 
tion of  all  losses  induced  by  faith  in  it  should 
be  made.  The  state  creates  corporations,  and 
requires  of  them  the  provision  of  such  a  trust 
fund,  and,  when  it  destroys  their  corporate  ex 
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and  propose  to  sell  it  at  a  price  fixed,  for 
the  purposes  of  the  company  to'  be  formed, 
the  transaction,  so  far  as  the  public  are 
conwmed,  commencing  with  that  statement, 
might  not  fall  within  the  principle  of  Hick- 
ens  Y.  Congreve,  4  Russ.  Ch.  562.  A  party 
may  have  a  clear  right  to  say:  *I  begin 
the  transaction  at  this  time.  I  have  pur- 
vha^ed  land,  no  matter  how  or  from  whom, 
or  at  what  price.  I  am  willing  to  sell  it  at 
a  certain  price  for  a  given  purpose.' "  An- 
other is  7'tcin-Lick  Oil  Co.  v.  Marhury,  91 
U.  8.  587,  23  L.  ed.  328,  heretofore  quoted 
from.  It  holds:  "The  right  of  a  corpora- 
tion to  avoid  the  sale  of  its  property  by  rea- 
fon  of  the  fiduciary  relations  of  the  pur- 
chaser must  be  exercised  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  the  facts  connected  therewith  are 


made  known,  or  can  by  due  diligence  be  as- 
certained. As  the  courts  have  never  pre- 
scribed any  specific  period  as  applicable  to 
every  case,  like  the  statute  of  limitations, 
the  determination  as  to  what  constitutes  a 
reasonable  time  in  any  particular  case  must 
be  arrived  at  by  a  consideration  of  all  its 
elements  which  affect  that  question.**  In 
Sieicart  v.  Lehigh  Talley  R.  Co.  38  N,  J. 
L.  505,  Mr.  Justice  Dixon,  delivering  the 
opinion  of  the  court,  said:  "After  an  ex- 
amination of  all  the  cases  cited,  and  such 
others  as  I  have  found,  and  a  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  principle,  and  the  results 
of  regarding  and  disregarding  it,  I  have 
come  to  the  conviction  that  the  true  legal 
rule  is  t'hat  such  a  contract  is  not  void,  but 
voidable,  to  be  avoided  at  the  option  of  the 


uience,  natural  Justice  requires  that  it  shall 
provide  for  diKtribtitlon  of  the  fund  so  that  no 
part  of  it  shall  be  returned  to  those  who  offer  It 
as  sj'curlty  for  the  action  of  others,  until  the 
latter  shall  have  all  the  protection  against  Iors 
in  tiielr  undertaking  that  It  Is  capable  of  af- 
fording. 

The  insolvency  of  a  corporation  and  appoint- 
ment of  a  receiver  of  its  assets  under  the  New 
Jtrsey  laws  do  not  rescind  or  terminate  a  con- 
tract with  individuals  to  set  up  and  operate  a 
loda  water  fountain  In  the  premises  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  pay,  in  lieu  of  rent.  15  per  cent, 
of  the  grosa  receipts.  Bolles  v.  Crescent  Drug 
It  Chemical  Co.  Sa  N.  J.  Eq.  614.  32  Atl.  1061. 

The  ground  of  tiie  decision  in  People  v.  Globe 
Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174.  that  the  contract 
for  service  was  annulled  by  the  act  of  the  state 
in  diifflolving  the  corporation,  not  by  default  of 
the  corporation  in  performing  it,  "does  not  seem 
to  be  very  perspicuous  or  satisfactory  in  any 
view ;  but  the  case  certainly  does  not  hold  that 
contracts  for  personal  services  are  rescinded  by 
the  iofiolvency  of  a  corporation."   Ihid. 

Ad  agent  of  a  corporation,  engaged  for  the 
t^rm  of  five  years,  during  which  period  the  com- 
pany goes  Into  voluntary  liquidation,  and  Is 
wound  up,  and  whose  employment  Is  continued 
by  the  offlcial  liquidators  for  a  considerable 
len^b  of  time  after  the  winding-up  order,  is  en- 
titled, under  the  rule  in  Yel land's  Case,  L.  R. 
4  Va\.  350,  to  his  full  salary  to  the  end  of  the 
five  yeai-a'  term.  Re  London  &  C.  Co.  L.  K.  7 
Eq.  550,  38  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  8.  562,  20  U  T.  N.  8. 
774. 

An  agent  of  an  insurance  company,  employed 
for  a  term  of  years  upon  a  stated  annual  salary 
and  a  commission  of  10  per  cent  of  the  net 
profits  of  each  year,  when  the  company  is 
wound  up  before  the  term  of  employment  ex- 
pirei$.  is  entitled  to  his  stated  salary,  but  not 
to  damages  for  loss  of  his  commission  for  the 
rest  of  the  term  of  employment.  The  reason 
!>.  he  cannot  compel  the  company  to  do  busi- 
ness, and,  unless  business  is  profitable,  he  earns 
no  commissions.  Re  English  &*  8.  Marine  Ins. 
Co.  L.  R.  5  Ch.  737,  39  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  8.  685.  23 
L.  T.  N.  8.  685,  18  Week.  Rep.  1122. 

If  an  agent  is  employed  for  a  term  of  years 
to  sell  goods  of  a  corporation  upon  a  commis- 
sion, and  tlie  company  winds  up  before  the  term 
expires,  he  is  entitled  to  his  damages  for  the 
l»reach  of  his  contract.  Re  Patent  Floor  Cloth 
^■<'.  41  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  470,  26  L.  T.  N.  8.  487. 
W>  L.  R.  A. 


Bacon,  V.  C.  distinguished  English  &  8. 
Marine  Ins.  Co.'s  Case  by  the  circumstance  that 
Maclure  was  to  be  paid  a  salary  and  a  tithe  of 
the  net  profits  l>esl<les,  while  the  claimants  at 
bar  were  to  be  paid  a  commission  on  sales  as 
sole  compensation,  and  whether  the  sales  were 
profitable  or  not.  He  did  not  venture  to  state 
any  rule  for  computing  the  damages,  or  suggest 
any  merhod  of  proving  them. 

The  winding  up  of  a  corporation  does  not  ab- 
rogate a  contract  made  with  a  broker  to  place 
its  shares  and  receive  a  srated  fee  for  doing  so, 
payable  when  all  the  shares  have  been  allotted. 
Inchbald  v.  Western  Neilgherry  Coffee,  Tea  & 
Cinchona  Plantation  Co.  17  C.  B.  N.  8.  733. 

Notwithstanding  the  assignee  of  a  corpora- 
tion is  enjoined  by  the  courts  from  consummat- 
ing a  sale  of  the  corporate  property  negotiated 
by  a  broker,  the  latter  may  recover  his  commis- 
sions, since  these  were  earned  as  soon  as  he 
found  a  purchaser  ready  and  able  to  buy.  Gib- 
son V.  Gray,  17  Tex.  Civ.  App.  646,  43  8.  W. 
922. 

This  is  the  distinguishing  feature  that  makes 
inapplicable  People  v.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91 
:J.  Y.  174. 

The  salaried  selling  agent  of  a  corporation, 
employed  for  a  definite  term,  who  is  discharged 
before  that  term  expires  because  the  company 
Is  embarnissed  and  unable  to  continue  business, 
and  when,  Immediately  after  such  discharge  the 
corporation  is  dissolved  by  the  decree  of  a  com- 
petent court  in  regular  proceedings  voluntarily 
instituted,  has  a  valid  claim  for  damages 
against  the  property  and  assets  of  such  cori>o- 
ratlon  for  a  breach  of  his  contract  of  employ- 
ment, and  the  measure  of  such  damages  is  the 
salary  for  the  rest  of  tlie  term  less  the  net 
amount  he  has  earned  In  the  meantime.  Tiffin 
GIuss  Co.  V.  8toehr,  54  Ohio  St.  157,  43  N.  B. 
279. 

In  Tiflin  Glass  Co.  v.  Stoehr,  54  Ohio  St. 
157,  43  N.  B.  279,  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio 
properly  distinguished  the  case  at  bar  from 
People  V.  (Jlobe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  91  N.  Y.  174. 
by  pointing  out  that  in  the  case  before  it  the 
employee  had  been  discharged  from  his  employ- 
ment before  the  company  was  dissolved,  and. 
consequently,  that  a  breach  of  his  contract  had 
been  committed  by  the  corporation  before  Its 
dissolution,  and  that  dissolution  was  the  result 
of  its  own  voluntary  request.  The  fact  that  the 
damage  could  not  be  computed  until  long  after 
the  dissolution  did  not  affect  the  case.    Unlike 
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cestui  que  trust,  exercised  within  a  reason- 
able time.  I  can  see  no  further  safe  modifi- 
cation or  relaxation  of  the  principle  than 
this."  In  the  late  case  of  United  States 
Steel  Corp.  v.  Hodge,  64  N.  J.  Eq.  807,  60 
L.  R.  A.  742,  54  Atl.  1,  decided  February  18, 
1903,  Van  Syckel,  J.,  said:  "It  is  a  settled 
rule  of  corporation  law  that  the  personal 
interest  of  directors  renders  a  transaction 
voidable  at  the  option  of  the  stockholders, 
and  not  void  per  se.  Under  the  declaration 
of  this  court  in  the  case  last  cited  the  share- 
holders may,  within  a  reasonable  time  after 
the  disclosure  to  them  of  the  interest  of  a 
director,  elect  to  avoid  the  contract;  but,  if 
an  unreasonable  time  is  allowed  to  elapse 
without  exercising  such  option,  %  during 
which  the  position  of  directors  becomes  so 


changed  that  it  would  be  inequitable  to  va- 
cate the  engagement,  equity  would  refuse 
to  interpose.'* 

On  this  question,  it  is  useless  to  multiply 
authorities,  for  the  principle  is  in  perfect 
accord  with  both  justice  and  common  sense, 
and  underlies  the  whole  doctrine  of  compen- 
sation. It  is  the  principle  of  estoppel  that 
gives  the  right  to  recovery  for  outlay  and 
expenses  where  performance  of  a  contract 
has  been  wrongfully  prevented.  United 
States  V.  Behan,  110  U.  S.  338,  28  L.  ed.  168, 
4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  81.  It  is  on  the  basis  of 
compensation,  not  punishment.  Equity  does 
not  permit  parties  to  play  fast  and  loose 
with  a  contract,  when  they  know  money  is 
being  expended,  labor  performed,  and  obliga- 
tions contracted  on  the  faith  of  it.     Thev 


the  case  in  New  York,  the  Ohio  corporation 
mlRht  lawfully  have  continued  In  business,  and 
the  agent  was  at  liberty  to  go  on  and  perform 
his  services  under  his  contract.  Tiie  uulo  tribu- 
nal did  not  consider  the  effect  of  stopping  per- 
furmance  of  such  a  contract  before  either  party 
had  commltled  a  breach,  and  of  prohibiting  eo 
instanti  both  parties  from  going  on  with  It  by 
the  sovereign  power  of  the  state. 

4.  With  ordinary  employeea. 

When  a  corporation  contracts  with  an  Indi- 
vidual for  his  services  at  a  stated  compensa- 
tion, to  be  rendered  until  the  corporation  is  dis- 
solved, and  otherwise  to  end  only  by  the  death 
of  the  employee  or  his  refusal  to  further  serve. 
It  is  not  discharged  by  ceasing  wholly  to  do 
business  because  it  Is  unprofitable,  followed  by 
a  vote  of  the  stockholders  to  surrender  the 
charter  and  wind  up  the  business.  Revere  v. 
Boston  Copper  Co.  16  Pick.  351. 

When  a  corporation  ceases  to  do  business, 
and  breaks  up  its  establishment,  and  its  stock- 
holders vote  to  dissolve  and  wind  up  Its  busi- 
ness :  and  It  has  a  running  contract  for  the. 
services  of  an  individual  at  a  stipulated  annual 
salary,  and  notllles  him  It  has  no  further  use 
for  his  services, — he  Is  discharged  from  his  ob- 
ligation to  serve  them  exclusively,  and  has  a 
claim  for  damages,  the  measure  of  which  Is  in- 
demnity for  the  loss  he  has  sustained  by  reason 
of  not  being  longer  employed  and  paid.    Ibid. 

When  the  contract  of  service  of  a  salaried 
employee  of  a  corporation  Is  terminated  before 
the  end  of  the  time  limited  for  its  continuance, 
by  a  judgment  of  Insolvency  against  the  cor- 
poration and  appointment  of  a  receiver  to  col- 
lect and  distribute  Its  assets  according  to  law, 
such  employee  is  a  claimant  for  damages  caused 
by  the  breach  of  his  contract  for  service,  and 
entitled,  as  such,  to  participate  with  other 
creditors  in  the  distribution  of  the  corporate 
ossets.  Spader  v.  Mural  Decoration  Mfg.  Co. 
47  N.  J.  Eq.  18,  20  Atl.  378. 

The  difficulty  which  led  the  English  courts 
to  disallow  claims  against  bankrupt  corpora- 
tions for  damages  for  breaches  of  contracts  for 
personal  services  of  employees  occasioned  by 
and  accruing  subsequent  to  the  bankruptcy  of 
the  company,  under  the  English  bankrupt  act 
before  18G1  was  the  omission  from  that  statute 
of  all  provisions  for  the  ascertaining  of  such 
damages,  /bid. 
09  L.  R.  A. 


The  decision  In  People  v.  Globe  Mut.  L.  Ins, 
Co.  91  N.  Y.  174,  nutwltl^standlng  an  Intima- 
tion In  the  opinion  that  the  insolvency  of  a  cor- 
poration is  equivalent  to  death  In  cases  of  con- 
tract for  skilled  personal  services,  was  not  rest- 
ed upon  that  ground,  but  was  based  upon  the 
proposition  that  the  service  was  Interrupted  by 
the  act  of  the  state,  and  that  it  was  not  shown 
that  dlsHoIutlon  was  the  result  of  any  fault  of 
the  corporation.  Bolles  v.  Crescent  Drug  & 
Chemical  Co.  53  N.  J.  Eq.  614,  32  Atl.  lOGl. 

One  employed  at  a  stated  salary  under  a 
written  contract  by  a  corporation,  which,  be- 
coming insolvent,  made  a  general  assignment 
for  the  beueflt  of  its  creditors,  and  who  con- 
tinued in  the  dlscnarge  of  his  duties  until  after 
the  assignment,  and  until  discharged  by  the  as- 
signee. Is  a  claimant  for  damages  for  the  breach 
of  his  contract,  and  when  he  diligently  seeks 
other  employment,  and  makes  the  most  advan- 
tageous agreement  open  to  him,  is  entitled  to 
participate  In  the  distribution  of  the  assigned 
estate  on  the  basis  of  his  contracted  salary  af- 
ter crediting  the  earnings  of  his  sultsequent  new 
employment.    I'arker  v.   Hull,  46  111.  App.  471. 

Where  a  corporation  ceases,  in  consequence 
of  the  destruction  of  its  works  by  fire,  to  carry 
on  its  business,  the  fact  is  no  defense  to  the 
claim  of  an  employee  hired  unquallOedly  for  a 
year  for  damages  because  of  his  discharge  for 
that  reason.  Kustman  v.  Eastman  &  M.  Co.  1 
N.  Y.  Supp.  16. 

The  fact  that  a  corpuratlon  has  been  sold  out 
on  execution  does  not  Justify  an  employee  in 
treating  as  abrogated  a  contract  with  it  for  his 
services.  Nash  v.  11.  R.  Gladding  Co.  118  Mich. 
529,  77  N.  W.  7. 

The  insolvency  of  individuals,  followed  by  an 
assignment  for  creditors,  a  discontinuance  of 
business,  dissolution  of  their  partnership,  and 
discharge  of  their  employees,  will  not  absolve 
them  trom  their  obligation  to  pay  salary  to  an 
employee  without  fault  w^hose  term  of  employ- 
ment has  nut  expired,  if  he  does  not  assent  to 
the  termination  of  his  contract.  Vanuxem  v. 
Bos t wick,  19  W.  N.  C.  74,  7  Atl.  598. 

Insolvency  of  a  corporate  employer  does  not 
put  an  end  to  a  contract  to  pay  for  services  so 
as  to  deprive  the  employee  of  his  salary  after 
the  insolvency.  Hassenfus  t.  Philadelphia 
Packing  &  Provision  Co.  15  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  650, 
Following  Vanuxem  v.  Bostwick,  10  W.  N.  C. 
74,  7  Atl.  598. 

The  appointment  by  a  court  of  chancery,  at 
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cannot  take  an  equivocal  position,  waiting 
for  time  to  reveal  whether  it  will  prove  to 
be  a  good  contract  or  a  bad  contract,  and 
%  then  accept  it  or  reject  it  as  may  best  sub- 
serve their  own  interest.  Neither  law  nor 
equity  permitr.  any  person  intentionally  to 
mislead  another  to  his  injuiy.  Having,  by 
their  silence,  led  Thompson  to  believe  that 
they  would  not  disavow  his  contract,  their 
cbiection  to  it«  after  he  has  acted  upon  it, 
comes  too  late  to  deprive  him  of  compensa- 
tion for  his  labor  and  outlay. 

Having  thus  seen  that  no  principle  of 
li.w,  nor  any  decided  case,  withholds  from 
the  appellee  compensation  for  his  outlay,  as 
the  legal  consequence  of  the  termination  of 
hi'*  contract  before  completion  thereof  on 
either  of  the  tw^o  grounds  on  which  it  was 


terminated,  there  is  nothing  in  the  former 
decision  to  deprive  him  of  it.  The  language 
of  both  the  opinion  and  syllabus  is  broad 
enough  to  carry  it,  and  the  principles  de- 
clared do  not  inhibit  it.  So,  according  to 
both  the  letter  and  the  spirit  of  the  decision, 
he  is  entitled  to  it,  unless  precluded  on  some 
other  ground. 

Another  objection  urged  against  the  al- 
lowance of  Thompson's  claim  is  the  alleged 
purchase  by  him  of  the  property  of  the 
Blackwater  Boom  &,  Lumber  Company  at 
the  sale  under  the  decree  of  June  23,  1893, 
and  confirmed  by  the  decree  of  August  4, 
1893,  as  to  which  sale,  and  the  terms  and 
conditions  thereof,  see  the  opinion  filed  on 
the  former  appeal.  46  W.  Va.  56,  59,  33  S. 
E.    126.    The  ostensible  purchaser  at  this 


tlie  instance  of  debenture  bondholders,  of  a 
manaj^er  and  receiver  of  a  corporation,  Is  like 
the  caae  of  a  mortgage  taking  possession  upon 
the  default  of  the  mortgagor,  and  is  equivalent 
to  a  dismissal  of  the  latter*8  servants,  and  that 
dismissal  is  so  far  wrongful  as  to  afford  the 
employees  rights  of  action  where  they  have  run- 
nliii;  contracts  protecting  them  from  summary 
discharge.  An  employee,  however,  who  may  he 
discharged  upon  notice  of  a  stated  length  of 
time,  and  who  is  continued  in  service  of  the 
manager  and  receiver  for  the  period  to  be  cov- 
ei-cd  by  iiuch  notice,  has  no  cause  of  action,  for 
he  has  not  been  damnified.  Beid  ▼.  Explosives 
Co.  U  11.  19  Q.  B.  Div.  264,  56  L.  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S. 
388.  57  I^  T.  N.  S.  439,  36  Week.  Kep.  609. 

In  England  an  order  for  winding  up  a  cor- 
poration uunder  the  companies  act  of  1862  oper- 
at«>s  as  a  notice  of  discharge  of  clerks  and  ser- 
vants from  the  employ  of  the  corporation.  Re 
<  General  Rolling  Stock  Co.  35  Beav.  207,  L.  B.  1 
Eq.  'M6,  12  Jur.  N.  8.  44. 

When  an  English  corporation  becomes  hope- 
lesjily  and  Irretrievably  insolvent,  and  there  is 
really  nothing  for  its  clerks  to  do,  a  notice,  a 
few  days  after  the  winding-up  order  under  the 
companies  act  of  1862,  that  their  services  are 
not  longer  required,  may  be  considered  as  dat- 
ing back  to  the  day  of  the  order ;  but  where 
there  is  a  special  contract,  and  the  clerk  con- 
tinues In  the  employment,  he  Is  entitled  to  his 
salary.  Re  English  Joint  Stock  Bank,  L.  B.  8 
Eq.  341,  15  L.  T.  N.  8.  628. 

But  In  New  York  one  employed  by  a  corpora- 
tion for  a  year  at  an  annual  salary,  and  dis- 
charged before  it  expires  by  a  receiver  ap- 
pointed in  an  action  by  a  Judgment  creditor  to 
sequestrate  and  distribute  the  corporate  prop- 
erty, and  who  has  sustained  damages  in  the 
amount  of  the  balance  of  his  stipulated  salary 
to  the  end  of  the  year  less  what  he  earns  in 
the  meantime,  cannot  participate  in  the  re- 
ceipt of  dividends  to  creditors,  since  he  was 
not.  at  the  appointment  of  the  receiver,  a  cred- 
itor of  the  corporation,  there  having  up  to  that 
time  been  no  brench  of  his  contract.  Eddy  v. 
Co  operative  Dress  Asso.  3  N.  Y.  Civ.  Proc.  Rep. 
442. 

In  reaching  this  conclusion,  Cullen,  J.,  relied 
upon  and  followed  the  case  of  People  v.  Globe 
Mnt.  L.  Ins.  Co.,  at  that  time  only  decided  by 
the  New  York  supreme  court  (64  How.  Pr. 
-40 j,  but  later  affirmed  by  the  court  of  appeals 
(91  N.  Y.  174).  Ue  held  that  the  final  decree 
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of  sequestration  worked  a  dissolution  of  the 
corporation  and  differentiated  the  case  from 
those  wherein  only  a  temporary  receiver  pen- 
dente lite  had  been  appointed  and  the  corporate 
life  continued.  Then,  said  he,  the  assets  of  the 
company  were  subject  to  the  clalma  of  existing 
creditors  at  the  time  of  the  receiver's  appoint- 
ment, and  until  these  were  satisfied  could  not 
be  used  for  any  other  purpose.  At  that  time  no 
liability  had  accrued  to  the  employee,  and 
might  never  accrue.  He  added  that,  if  the  cor- 
poration continues  in  existence,  there  may  be  a 
valid  claim  against  it;  but  there  is  not  a  right 
to  sliare  in  the  fund  to  the  detriment  of  other 
creditors. 

X.  Remedies, 
a.  Abstract. 

Whatever  technical  difficulties  exist  in  main- 
taining an  action  at  law  by  or  against  a  corpo- 
ration after  its  charter  has  been  repealed,  in 
the  apprehension  of  a  court  of  equity  there  is 
no  difficulty  in  a  creditor  following  the  property 
of  a  corporation  into  the  hands  #f  anyone  not 
a  bona  fide  creditor  or  purchaser,  and  asserting 
his  Hen  thereon,  and  obtaining  satisfaction  of 
his  debt  out  of  that  fund  specifically  set  apart 
for  Its  payment  when  the  debt  was  contracted 
and  charged  with  a  trust  for  all  the  creditors 
when  in  the  hands  of  the  corporation;  which 
trust  the  repeal  of  the  charter  does  not  de- 
stroy. Curran  v.  Arkansas,  16  How.  304,  14  L. 
ed.  705. 

Although  by  dissolution  debts  due  to  or  from 
a  corporation  are  extinguished  because  there 
Is  no  one  in  law  to  sue  or  be  sued,  yet  the  indi- 
viduals who  composed  such  corporation  (and 
corporations  agRregate  are  but  associations  of  in- 
dividuals) may,  by  contract  or  in  law,  never- 
theless have  incurred  liabilities  which  will  sur- 
vive their  charter,  and  be  enforced  at  law  or  in 
equity  according  to  the  circumstances  of  the 
case.  High  tower  v.  Thornton,  8  Ga.  486,  62 
Am.  Dec.  412. 

I  must  think,  said  Lumpkin,  J.,  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  Georgia,  that  the  legal  world 
with  great  unanimity  will  hold  that  the  science 
of  jurisprudence  Is  deplorably  defective  If  the 
assets  of  a  corporation,  and  among  these  the 
capital  stock  authorized  to  be  invested  and  to 
which  the  public  looks  with  confldonce  for  se- 
curity  and   indemnity,   cannot  be   rescued 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


152 


N^'EBT  ViBoiiNiA  Supreme  Ck)UBT  of  Appeals. 


Afb.. 


sale  was  W.  H.  Osterhout,  but  the  Thomp- 
sons, the  appellee  and  his  son,  F.  E.  Thomp- 
son, furnished  him,  on  some  sort  of  terms, 
part,  if  not  all,  of  the  money  for  the  cash 
payment,  and  became  his  sureties  on  the 
notes  for  the  deferred  payments.  After  the 
sale  a  new  mill  was  purchased  and  erected 
in  the  place  of  the  one  which  had  been 
burned  down  under  the  receivership,  a  new 
company  was  organized, — ^the  Blackwater 
Lumber  Company, — ^and  the  stocking,  cut- 
ting, and  marketing  of  the  timber  were  re- 
sumed under  the  management  of  Frank  E. 
Thompson,  and  so  continued  until  the  time 
of  his  death,  by  which  event  the  appellee 
became  the  owner,  by  the  statutes  of  de- 
scent and  distribution,  of  all  the  estate  of 
F.  £.  Thompson,  including  a  large  amount 


of  timber  to  be  cut  at  the  mill  under  con- 
tract. The  appellee  then  resumed  the  man- 
agement of  the  mill  and  property,  paid  part 
of  the  money  due  on  the  notes,  and  in  189S  # 
purchased  the  interest  of  Osterhout,  and  is 
now  substantially  the  owner  of  all  the  prop- 
erty. He  claims  to  have  sold  to  the  new 
company  his  locomotives,  cars,  steel  rails, 
splices,  teams,  camp  outfits,  tools,  and  ap- 
pliances of  all  kinds.  In  addition  to  the 
circumstances  indicating  that  the  Thomp- 
sons were  the  real  purchasers,  a  witness  tes- 
tifies that  he  had  a  conversation  with  them 
and  Osterhout,  in  which  they  assured  him 
that  the  mill  and  stocking  business  would 
go  on  after  the  sale  as  they  had  been  run 
prior  thereto.  Thompson  denies  having 
made  the  purchase.     Whether  the  charge  is 


planks  from  the  wreck,"  and  saved  for  deposit- 
ors, bill  holders,  and  other  creditors ;  and  that, 
ulthuuKli  ttie  corpuration  Is  dissolved,  with  or 
without  legislative  interference,  a  court  of 
equity  will  devise  a  mode  for  the  purposes  of 
the  remedy  to  hold  the  true  parties  to  their  Just 
obligations.    Ibid. 

b.  Concrete, 

The  doctrine  Is  clearly  established  that  courts 
of  equity  are  without  Jurisdiction  to  decree  the 
dissolution  of  a  corporation  and  the  forfeiture 
of  Its  franchise,  cither  at  the  suit  of  an  indi- 
vidual or  the  state,  unless  such  Jurisdiction  is 
conferred  by  statute.  But,  In  virtue  of  its  gen- 
eral jurisdiction  over  trusts,  and  to  give  relief 
where  legal  remedies  are  Inadequate,  a  court  of 
equity  may,  recognising  the  existence  of  a  cor- 
poration. Interpose  to  prevent  dissipation  and 
misapplication  of  Its  property  and  assets  when 
it  has  ceased  to  do  business,  and  make  a  Just 
and  equitable  distribution  thereof  to  whatever 
creditors  and  shareholders  may  be  thereunto  en- 
titled. Stamm  v.  Northwestern  Mut.  Ben.  Asso. 
65  Mich.  317,  9  N.  W.  710. 

A  suit  In  equity  against  the  stockholders  of 
an  Insolvent  corporation  may  be  maintained  to 
collect  unpaid  subscriptions  to  be  applied  in 
payment  of  the  corporate  debts.  Roblson  v. 
Carey,  8  Ga,  531. 

A  stockholder  In  an  Insolvent  corporation  is 
liable  for  his  subscription  as  part  of  a  trust 
fund  for  beneflt  of  creditors.  Scott  v.  Latimer, 
83  C.  C.  A.  1,  60  U.  S.  App.  720,  89  Fed.  852. 

When  a  statute  affords  a  remedy  against 
stockholders  to  creditors  of  an  existing  corpo- 
ration, the  remedy  is  open,  although  the  corpo- 
ration has  ceased  active  operations,  and  has  no 
persons  in  office  as  president,  directors,  etc., 
provided  there  has  been  no  actual  dissolution, 
expiration  of  charter,  or  forfeiture  of  the  fran- 
chise. Curry  v.  Woodward,  63  Ala.  371. 

Notwithstanding  the  annulment  of  the  char- 
ter of  a  corporation  by  the  Judgment  of  a  com- 
petent court  in  quo  warranto  proceedings  insti- 
tuted by  the  state,  its  creditors  may  compel  the 
subscribers  to  its  stock  to  pay  up  their  sub- 
scriptions, although  these  were  repudiated  upon 
the  mound  the  corporation  had  no  legal  exist- 
ence.  (Jaflr  V.  Flesher,  33  Ohio  St.  107. 

In  sustaining  the  right  of  a  Judgment  cred- 
itor of  a  dl-ssolved  and  ln.solvent  corporntlon  to 
recover  the  debt  against  one  of  the  stockhold- 
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ers,  the  New  York  commission  of  appeals,  by 
Reynolds,  C,  said:  With  the  nice  distinction 
between  law  and  equity,  we  are  not  troubled  in 
this  case,  nor  even  as  to  the  form  of  the  ac- 
tion. The  plalntiflT  is  a  creditor  of  the  corpora- 
tion upon  a  Judgment  duly  obtained,  and  the 
company  has  no  property  In  the  state  that  can 
be  taken  on  execution.  The  defendant  ist  found 
In  possession  of  corporate  assets  more  than  suf- 
ficient to  pay  the  plain  tiif's  demand,  and  the 
law  requires  that  he  should  pay  it.  It  does  not 
matter  how  he  got  It,  whether  by  fair  agree- 
ment with  his  associates,  or  wrongful  act ;  it  Is 
enough  that  he  had  It,  and  that  It  should  have 
been  devoted  to  paying  the  corporate  debts. 
His  claim  as  a  stockholder  cannot  prevail  over 
a  creditor's  prior  right.  Bartlett  v.  Drew,  57 
N.  r.  587,  Followed  in  Bastings  v.  Drew,  76 
N.  Y.  9. 

A  transfer  by  a  corporation  of  all  Its  prop- 
erty and  assets,  which  Involves  the  destruction 
of  the  corporation  and  an  abandonment  of  the 
purposes  of  its  organization,  is  illegal  as  against 
creditors  whose  rights  thereby  are  sacrificed 
and  whose  remedies  thus  are  destroyed.  Cole 
V.  Milleiton  Iron  Co.  133  N.  Y.  164,  28  Am.  St. 
Rep.  615,  »0  N.  E.  847. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  property  of  a  corpora- 
tion Is  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  creditors 
does  not  authorize  the  creditor  to  ask  a  court 
of  equity  to  follow  it  into  the  hands  of  the 
stockholders  and  decree  its  payment  to  him. 
without  alleging  facta  to  show  that  his  legal 
remedy  would  be  unavailing  and  the  interposi- 
tion of  a  court  of  equity  needful  to  enable  him 
to  obtain  payment  of  his  demand.  Dudley  y. 
Price,  10  B.  Mon.  84. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  corporation  !s  an  In- 
solvent debtor  In  the  insolvent  court  of  a  state, 
and  there  has  been  appointed  therein  an  as- 
signee of  Its  property,  will  not  bar,  even  in 
equity,  one  of  its  contract  creditors  from  pro- 
ceeding to  Judgment  against  It  in  an  action  at 
law.  when  the  insolvency  proceedings  cannot  by 
statute  eventuate  in  the  discharge  of  the  cor- 
porate debtor,  and  when,  also,  by  statute,  the 
creditor  must  ootain  Judgment  against  the 
corporation  before  he  can  pursue  its  stockhold- 
ers. MlMcr  V.  Waldoborough  Packing  Co.  88 
Me.  605,  34  Atl.  527. 

A  creditor  of  a  bank  upon  Its  circulating 
notes  after  the  corporate  charter  has  expired 
cannot  maintain  an  action  at  law  against  one  of 
its  stockholders  predicated  upon  the  division  of 
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true  is  not  of  contToUing  importance,  for 
reasons  now  to  be  given. 

Having  erected  its  mill  and  obtained  con- 
tracts of  purchase  of  the  timber  standing  on 
large  1^;racts  of  land  in  the  vicinity  thereof, 
and  commenced  its  operations,  the  Blackwa- 
ter  Boom  &  Lumber  Company,  on  the  18th 
day  of  June,  1890,  entered  into  a  contract 
with  S.  W.  Thompson  and  the  appellee,  Al- 
bert Thomps6n,  for  cutting  and  delivering 
said  timber  at  the  mill  at  certain  specified 
prices  per  thousand  feet.  The  lands  men- 
tioned in  the  contract  from  which  the  tim- 
ber was  to  be  so  taken  are  those  of  the 
Marshall  Coal  &  Lumber  Company,  contain- 
ing 12,000  acres,  lying  on  both  sides  of  the 
Blackwater  river,  H.  C.  Davis  &  Bros.,  Wm. 
H.  Harness,  J.  G.  Harness,  W.  W.  Harness, 


H.  C.  Harness,  H.  J.  Cooper,  J.  W.  Parsons, 
C.  S.  Harness,  I.  H.  Kuykendall,  Jacob  Van 
Meter,  and  Ann  Van  Meter.  In  all  the 
contracts  for  the  purchase  of  the  timber  on 
these  lands  by  the  Blackwater  Boom  & 
Lumber  Company,  there  were  certain 
covenants,  and,  among  others,  time  limits 
for  the  removal  of  the  timber;  and  the 
contract  made  with  the  Thompsons  contain 
this  clause:  "All  of  said  contracts  are  to 
be  kept  and  observed  as  to  detail  by  said 
Thompsons  as  binding  upon  them."  Part  of 
these  lands  lay  along  and  near  enough  to 
the  river  to  make  it  practicable  to  put  the 
logs  into  it  and  drive  them  to  the  mi]], 
while  from  others  tlie  timber  had  to  be 
hauled.  So  the  contract  required  the 
Thompsons  to  put  the  logs  into  the  "mill 


the  capital  amoDg  tbem  on  the  dissolution 
without  adequate  provlBion  to  pay  the  note 
holders;  the  only  remedy  is  by  bill  in  chancery 
la  behalf  of  all  creditors,  bringing  In  the  stock- 
hoMers  and  compelling  restitution  and  pro  rata 
distribution  according  to  the  justice  of  the 
case.    Vose  y.  Grant,  15  Mass.  505. 

There  Is  no  mode  at  common  law  whereby  a 
single  creditor  of  a  banking  corporation  whose 
charter  has  expired  by  limitation  can  compel 
any  one  stockholder  to  pay  him  the  amount  of 
hU  stock.  If  any  remedy  to  this  effect  exists  it 
must  be  sought  in  a  tribunal  having  power  to 
act  over  the  whole  subject-matter  equitably, 
and  BO  as  to  adjust  the  varied  claims  and  di- 
verse liabilities,  and  make  a  final  and  just  dis- 
tribution to  those  entitled  to  the  fund.  Spear  v. 
Grant,  16  Mass.  9. 

XI.  Construction  and  elfeot  of  statutes. 

Admitting  that.  In  the  absence  of  any  statute 
to  the  contrary,  the  common-law  rule  that  the 
clTil  death  of  a  corporation  extinguishes  all 
debts  due  to  or  from  It  still  applies  to  actions 
at  law,  jet,  as  It  is  manifest  thac  the  modern 
business  and  commercial  corporation  is  not 
within  the  reason  of  the  rule,  and  that  the  rule 
Itself  has  been  generally  superseded  by  legisla- 
tion, the  provisions  of  a  statute  in  point  ought 
to  be  so  construed,  If  possible,  as  to  keep  the 
case  out  of  the  ruie  and  accomplish  the  mani- 
fest purpose  of  the  legislature,  viz.,  to  allow  a 
corporation  to  terminate  its  existence  and  col- 
lect and  distribute  its  assets  In  its  own  name 
whenever  and  by  any  means  deemed  best  by  its 
stockholders.  Wallamet  Falls  Canal  &  Lock  Co. 
V.  Kittridge,  5  Sawy.  44,  Fed.  Gas.  No.  17,105. 

Insolvency,  as  applied  to  corporations,  and 
which  brings  Into  play  the  statute  of  New  Jer- 
sey <P.  L.  1896,  pp.  277,  298)  givinj?  effect  to 
the  American  trust-fund  doctrine,  denotes  "a 
general  inability  to  meet  pecuniary  1  labilities 
as  they  mature  by  means  of  either  available 
assets  or  an  honest  use  of  credit."  Empire 
Bute  Trust  Co.  v.  Wm.  F.  Fisher  &  Co.  (N.  J.) 
60  All.  040. 

In  Tennessee,  although  the  liabilities  of  a 
corporation  greatly  exceed  Its  assets,  it  is  not 
insolTent,  in  such  sense  as  to  make  its  assets  a 
trust  fund  for  pro  rata  distribution  to  its  cred- 
itors. If  it  continues  a  going  concern  con- 
ducting business  in  the  ordinary  way.  Trades- 
man inib.  Co.  V.  KnoxviUe  Car  Wheel  Co.  95 
Trnn.  634,  81  L.  R.  A.  593,  49  Am.  St.  Rep. 
69  L.  R.  A,  • 


943,  32  S.  W.  1097;  McCIaren  v.  Union  Roller 
Mills  &.  Elevator  Co.  95  Tenn.  696.  35  S.  W.  88. 

Companies  created  in  Delaware  with  bank- 
ing powers  are  corporations  unlike  the  English 
incorporated  towns.  They  are  mere  creatures 
of  the  law  deriving  existence  and  all  rights  and 
powers,  expressly  or  incidentally,  from  the  law 
which  created  them.  Perpetual  succession  Is 
not  one  of  their  attributes.  In  their  charter  the 
days  of  (heir  existence  are  numbered,  and  their 
period  of  dls.solutlon  fixed.  If  their  charter  be 
not  extended,  the  moment  that  period  arrives 
the  corporation  stands,  not  dormant,  disabled, 
or  Incapable  of  action  merely,  but  absolutely 
dissolved,  civilly  dead,  without  life  or  being, 
and  altogether  at  an  end.  Their  condition  when 
their  charters  expire  Is  not  the  same  as  that  of 
an  Incorporated  town  which  has  failed  to  elect 
Its  ofllcers  and  thus  become  inactive.  Their  life 
has  gone  out  by  their  own  constitution :  they 
are  not  simply  without  active  being  through 
failure  to  do  what  they  were  entitled  to  do. 
They  are  dead,  not  dormant,  and  the  principles 
of  law  applicable  to  a  corporation  thus  dormant 
or  disabled  are  not  the  same  as  those  which 
apply  to  a  corporation  dissolved  or  civilly  dead. 
An  act  of  the  legislature  may  awake  and  re- 
vive the  one ;  it  can  only  create  a  new  corpora- 
tion in  the  place  of  that  which  became  defunct. 
Commercial  Bank  v.  I^ckwood,  2  Harr. 
(Del.)  8. 

The  legislature  of  New  York,  by  Its  act  of 
April  9th,  1811  (1  Rev.  Stat.  248),  re  enacted 
in  the  revision  of  IsriO  (1  Rev.  Stat.  600,  «{  9, 
10),  to  the  effect  that,  upon  the  dissolution  of 
any  corporation,  Its  directors  or  others  ap- 
pointed by  competent  authority  shall  be  trus- 
'■<«  iv.r  its  creditors  and  stockholders  to  settle 
Its  affairs,  collect  Its  outstandings,  pay  its 
debts,  and  divide  among  Its  stockholders  what  is 
left  after  paying  necessary  *  expenses,  took 
means  to  remedy  the  gross  injustice  of  the  com- 
mon law  rule,  and  abolished  it,  establishing  the 
equitable  rule  in  Its  stead.  Owen  v.  Smith,  31 
Barb.  641. 

in  New  York  the  dissolution  of  a  corpora- 
tion does  not  have  the  effect  to  terminate  a 
lease  for  years  and  discharge  a  covenant  to 
pay  rent.  Under  the  statutes  of  that  state, 
upon  the  dissolution  of  a  corporation  its  assets 
become  a  trust  fund  for  the  payment  of  Its 
debts,  and  these  Include  debts  to  mature  as  well 
as  accrued  Indebtedness,  and  all  engagements 
entered    into   by    the   corporation    which    have 
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pond  at  Davis  in  summer  and  to  buHchain 
in  winter."  Owning  the  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  Blaekwater  river,  the  Marshall  Coal 
^  Lumber  Company,  in  its  contract  of  sale 
of  the  timber  to  the  Blaekwater  Boom  & 
Lumber  Company,  granted  to  it  the  free  and 
exclusive  use  of  the  river  and  its  branches 
for  lloating,  booming,  and  manufacturing 
its  timber,  with  the  right  to  erect  dams  and 
mills  for  such  purpose,  and  also  the  right 
to  construct,  on  its  lands,  tramroads  for 
hauling  the  timber. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts,  the  following 
clauses  of  the  Thompson  stocking  contract 
are  to  be  read  and  kept  in  mind,  together 
with  what  Thompson  did  under  the  contract, 
in  order  to  clearly  understand  his  situation 
when  the  property  and  rights  of  the  Black- 
water  Boom  &  Lumber  Company  were  sold 
free  and  discharged  from  the  obligations  of 
his  contract: 

*'9th.  Said  Thompsons  agree  to  make  all 
river  improvements  and  repairs  to  river 
piers,  dams,  booms,  etc.,  while  said  river  im- 
provements are  used  by  them,  excepting  al- 
ways dams,  piers,  booms,  etc.,  at  the  mill; 
but  said  Thompsons  agree  to  renew  the 
boom  and  renew  the  piers,  down  to  the 
water  even  at  the  mill  pond,  once  during 
this  contract  when  said  boom  and  piers  need 
said  repairs;  and  said  Blaekwater  Boom  & 
Lumber  Company  agree  to  furnish  the  stand- 
ing timber  for  said  repairs  to  Davis  boom 
and  piers  at  mill. 

"10.  The  Blaekwater  Boom  &  Lumber 
Company  agree  to  sell,  and  S.  W.  and  A. 
Thompson  agree  to  purchase,  all  effects  used 


by  said  company  in  stocking  and  driving  as 
follows,  to  wit,  horses,  harness,  wagons, 
tools,  supplies,  and  camp  outfits;  also 
company's  blacksmith  shop  at  Davis,  with 
its  tools  and  supplies  in  shop  and  ordered; 
all  effects  at  a  fair  valuation,  but  if  parties 
cannot  agree  at  a  fair  valuation  then  the 
valuation  of  above  property  shall  be  decided 
by  a  board  of  arbitration,  to  be  composed  of 
parties  agreeable  to  both  parties  hereto.  It 
is  mutually  agreed  that  'one  have'  the  pur- 
chase price  of  above  property  be  paid  on 
20th  Aug.  and  one  half  be  paid  on  20th 
Sept.,  1890. 

"11th.  It  is  mutually  agreed  by  the  par- 
ties hereto  that  in  case  any  improvements 
not  sold  as  above  provided  for  be  used  by 
said  Thompsons,  such  as  camps,  slides,  etc, 
said  Thompsons  agree  to  pay  for  use  of 
same,  excepting  camps  along  the  river,  for 
which  no  charge  is  to  be  made,  for  a  consid- 
eration to  be  agreed  upon. 

"12th.  The  Blaekwater  Boom  &  Lumber 
Company  agree  to  grant  to  said  S.  W.  and  A. 
Thompson  all  the  rights  and  privileges  held 
by  them  under  the  Marshall  C.  &  S.  Company 
contract  and  under  other  contracts  to  erect 
dams,  booms,  piers,  and  erect  and  build 
bridges  and  tramroads,  but  only  for  the 
purpose  of  carrying  out  this  contract;  and 
the  said  Blaekwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Com- 
pany agree  to  proceed  under  their  contract 
for  the  purpose  of  condemning  rights  of  way, 
etc.,  provided  said  Thompsons  pay  all  costs, 
judgments,  and  damages  under  said  con- 
demnation    proceedings,     always     provided 


not  been  fully  satisfied  or  canceled.  People  v. 
Xrttlonal  Trust  Co.  82  N.  Y.  283. 

A  lesHor,  therefore.  Is  entitled  to  recover  sub- 
sequently accruing  rent  to  the  end  of  the  lease 
from  the  receiver  of  such  a  dissolved  corpora- 
tion, and,  in  case  the  premises  have  been  va- 
cated, and  he  relets  them  to  a  new  tenant,  he 
Is  entitled  to  the  difference  between  the  new 
rent  received  and  that  reserved  in  the.  lease. 
People  V.  St.  Nicholas  Bank,  151  N.  Y.  592,  45 
N.  E.   1120. 

A  statute  for  the  winding  up,  through  a 
receHer  of  corporations  adjudged  insolvent, 
whereby  the  corporate  assets  Including  rights 
of  action,  damages,  and  demands  of  every  na- 
ture existing  at  the  time  of  the  insolvency,  or 
accruing  subsequently  thereto,  are  to  be  col- 
lected by  the  receiver,  and  their  proceeds  dis- 
tributed by  him  among  the  creditors  of  the  cor- 
poration In  proportion  to  the  amounts  of  their 
debts,  does  not  use  the  terms  "creditors"  and 
•'debt a"  in  any  narrow,  restrictive,  or  technical 
sense,  but  as  covering  all  just  liabilities.  Includ- 
ing claims  for  damages  for  breaches  of  contract 
for  personal  service.  Spader  v.  Mural  Decora- 
tion Mfg.  Co.  47  N.  J.  Eq.  18.  20  Atl.  378. 

Whether,  upon  general  principles,  the  dlsso- 
lull«»n  of  a  corporation  by  the  voluntary  act  of 
its  stockholders  has  the  same  effect  upon  the 
status  of  Its  property  and  the  rights  of  cred- 
itors as  does  Its  extinction  by  expiration  of  its 
69  L.  R.  A. 


charter,  or  a  decree  of  forfeiture  by  a  compe- 
tent Judicial  tribunal.  In  Iowa,  by  statute  (Rev. 
Stat.  1865,  i  1171),  such  a  dissolution  does  not 
take  away  the  power  to  act  In  winding  up  its 
affairs,  or  the  right  of  a  creditor  (in  equity,  at 
least)  to  relief  from  the  inequitable  conse- 
quences of  such  a  dissolution.  Muscatine  Turn 
Verein  v.  Funck,  18  Iowa,  469. 

Under  the  provisions  of  a  statute  for 
placing  the  property  of  Insolvent  banks  and 
trust  companies  in  the  custody  of  the  law,  to  be 
converted  into  money  and  divided  among  their 
creditors,  upon  the  appointment  o^  an  assignee 
the  corporation  is  practically  dissolved.  The  in- 
solvency proceedings  do  not  revoke  corporate 
contracts,  nor  excuse  the  corporation  from  per- 
forming them.  They  disable  it  from  performing 
the  executory  parts  of  such  contracts,  and  en- 
title the  other  parties  to  them  to  an  allowance 
of  reasonable  damages  for  the  breaches  of  con- 
tract thus  occasioned.  Bank  Comrs.  v.  New 
Hampshire  Trust  Co.  69  N.  H.  621,  44  Atl. 
130. 

The  common-law  rule  respecting  the  effect  of 
dissolution  upon  the  property  and  assets  of  a 
corporation  does  not,  under  the  statutes  of 
Texas,  apply  to  stock  corporations.  On  the  dis- 
solution of  a  stock  corporation  In  that  state  Its 
assets  become  a  trust  fund  fCr  the  discharge 
of  its  liabilities,  and  the  surplus  belongs  to  the 
shareholders.    Equity  will  always  find  means  to 
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^id  Thompsons  require  said  proceedings  to 
carry  out  this  contract." 

Thompson  shows  that  under  this  contract 
he  expended  $1,700  on  the  dams  in  the  river, 
and  constructed  2^4  miles  of  tramroad, 
called  the  ''Harness  tramroad,"  at  a  cost, 
exclusive  of  rails,  splices,  spikes,  and 
switches,  of  $3,200,  and  11  210/320  miles  of 
standard  gauge  tramroad  at  a  cost,  as  afore- 
said, of  $19,582.25,  besides  two  bridges 
across  the  Blackwater  river  at  a  cost  of 
$1,200.  In  addition  to  this,  he  built  engine 
houses,  a  repair  shop,  sand  house,  and  neces- 
sary switches,  put  the  steel  on  the  roads, 
and  equipped  them  with  three  locomotives 
and  cars,  making  a  total  outlay  of  $53,- 
2o8.60,  according  to  a  statement  filed  as  an 
exhibit  vith  his  petition.  As  tested  by  the 
items  credited  in  the  commissioner's  report 
to  the  railroad  and  the  tramroad  accounts, 
this  estimate  appears  to  be  under,  rather 
than  above,  the  actual  cost.  A. large  portion 
of  this  expense,  it  will  be  observed,  was  on 
account  of  the  dams,  bridges,  and  cutting 
and  grading  of  roads,  which,  by  clause  12 
of  the  contract,  could  be  used  by  Thompson 
for  no  other  purpose  than  that  of  the  per- 
formance of  his  contract.  By  selling  the 
Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Company's 
property  discharged  from  his  contract,  the 
purchaser  obtained  the  benefit  of  these  im- 
provements. Though  the  rolling  stock  and 
the  materials  of  the  railroad  might  have 
been  taken  away  and  held  by  Thompson,  the 
benefit  of  his  expenditures  upon  the  dams 
and  bridges  and  in  the  opening  and  grading 
of  roads  would  have  gone  to  the  purchaser. 


At  the  time  of  the  sale  there  were  several 
millions  of  feet  of  timber  lying  in  the  woods 
and  streams  on  which  work  had  been  done 
to  the  amount  of  $12,399.63,  payment  of 
which  could  not  be  demanded  by  Thompson 
under  the  contract  until  after  actual  deliv- 
ery, which  was  prevented  by.  the  court.  The 
purchaser  took  this  timber  discharged  of 
Thompson's  claim  for  the  labor  done  on  it. 
Having  completed  and  equipped  his  tram- 
roads  at  great  cost,  he  was  in  a  position  to 
earn  profits  in  the  performance  of  the  un- 
executed part  of  his  contract,  and  by  pur- 
chasing the  property  himself,  if  he  did  so, 
he  thereby  paid  into  the  hands  of  the  court 
the  supposed  value  of  his  work  on  the  dams, 
bridges,  roads,  etc.,  and  said  sum  of  $12,- 
399.63  due  to  himself  for  work  done  on  tim- 
ber not  delivered.  His  bid  may  not  have 
provided  for  any  profits,*  as  by  becoming  the 
purchaser  he  secured  to  himself  the  right  to 
continue  and  complete  the  logging  of  the 
timber.  Had  he  purchased  subject  to  his 
contract,  the  sale  would  not  have  deprived 
him  of  the  benefit  of  his  permanent  improve- 
ments, and  he  would  have  been  compelled 
to  pay,  in  addition  to  the  purchase  money, 
said  sum  of  $12,399.63  due  to  himself,  as 
well  as  profits  thereafter  accruing  by  the 
completion  of  the  logging  contract.  If  Oster- 
hout  was  a  bona  fide  purchaser  of  the  prop- 
erty discharged  of  the  Thompson  contract, 
it  is  perfectly  clear  that  he  obtained  and 
paid  for  said  permanent  improvements,  and 
the  timber  on  which  Thompson  had  done 
work  for  which  he  had  not  been  paid.  What 
he  paid  for  thesje  went  into  the  hands  of  the 


collect  the  corporate  debts  after  dissolution -for 
the  benefit  of  either  creditors  or  stockholders. 
Sulphur  Springs  &  M.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  St.  Louis, 
A.  &  T.  R.  Co.  2  Tex.  Civ.  App.  650,  22  S.  W. 
107.  23  S.  W.  1012. 

The  forfeiture  of  the  franchise  of  a  railway 
company  In  respect  of  the  nnfinlshed  part  of 
iu  road  under  the  Texas  statute,  which  Is  self- 
ezecutlni;.  does  not  affect  its  corporate  exist- 
ence or  property  rights  In  the  completed  part  of 
its  line.    Ibid, 

Under  the  statutes  of  Texas  the  forfeiture  of 
the  charter  of  a  railway  corporation  does  not 
devest  without  compensation  the  stockholders 
of  their  property  right  in  the  roadbed,  acquired 
by  their  means.  This  proposition  Is  in  harmony 
with  the  decision  In  People  ▼.  O'Brien,  111  N. 
T.  1,  2  L.  R.  A.  255,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  684,  18  N. 
E.  692,  construing  statutes  of  New  York  similar 
in  terms  to  those  of  Texas.  The  decision  in 
Erie  &  N.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Casey,  26  Pa.  287,  to  the 
contrary  effect  can  only  be  sustained  in  the  ab- 
»ence  of  statutes  in  those  Jurisdictions  where 
the  strict  rule  of  the  common  law  Is  in  force 
respecting  the  property  of  dissolved  corpora- 
tions. Ibid.  Stephens,  J.,  however,  dissented  on 
this  point. 

XII.  Conclusion, 

The  general  trend  of  the  decisions,  notwith- 
•tinding  much  disagreement  and  many  back- 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


ward  glances  at  the  early  doctrine  of  the  com- 
mon law,  makes  It  reasonably  safe  to  conclude 
that,  upon  the  civil  death  by  dissolution  of  a 
corporation,  especially  if  its  demise  be  suicidal, 
the  obligations  of  its  contracts  with  those  en- 
gaged to  render  It  service  will  survive  in  all 
cases  where  they  would  survive  the  death  of  a 
natural  employer ;  and  that  claims  arising  upon 
such  contracts  stand  in  the  same  relation  to  the 
property  and  assets  of  the  dissolved  corpora- 
tion as  do  other  unliquidated  claims  arising 
upon  other  contracts.  The  rule  deducible  from 
the  New  York  cases  in  respect  of  the  effect  of 
compulsory  dissolution  upon  running  contracts 
not  otherwise  broken,  and  claims  for  damages 
on  account  of  their  loss,  has  met  with  only  par- 
tial acceptance,  and  Its  general  recognition  lies 
in  the  future,  and  cannot  be  confidently  pre- 
dicted. It  may  be  suggested  that,  under  its  op- 
eration, cases  may  arise  where,  In  the  course 
of  administering  the  estate  of  a  dead  corpora- 
tion, all  Its  creditors  would  be  paid  in  full  and 
something  be  left  for  its  stockholders.  The 
gross  injustice  of  excluding  from  any  share  in 
the  property  and  assets  of  claims  for  damages 
for  abruptly  canceled  employment  contracts  Is 
so  obvious  that  the  rule  appears  unsound. 
Should  such  a  case  arise  It  is  probable  the 
grounds  upon  which  It  rests  would  be  critically 
nvoxnmlned  before  the  rule  would  be  allowed 
to  stand.  r^'^y9r^]r^ 
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court,  and  Thompson  is  equitably  entitled 
to  it.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  Thompson  was, 
in  fact,  the  purchaser,  he  purchased  on  the 
same  basis,  and  paid  his  own  money  into 
court,  to  be  returned  to  him  to  the  extent 
of  the  value  of  said  improvements  and  the 
amount  due  for  work  done  on  timber.  As- 
suming that  Thompson  put  in  both  bids, — 
$72,500  subject  to  .his  contract,  and  $110,- 
000  discharged  from  his  contract, — ^the  lat- 
ter having  been  confirmed,  the  difference  of 
$37,500  indicates  that  a  large  amount  was 
paid  by  him  for  the  privilege  of  retaining 
the  benefit  of  his  expenditures.  It  also  indi- 
cates that  the  bidders,  parties  to  the  suit, 
and  the  court,  in  ordering  and  confirming 
the  sale,  understood  that  on  one  basis  the 
purchaser  should  allow  Thompson  to  con- 
tinue his  contract  and  pay  him  all  demands 
thereafter  accruing  under  it,  and  that  on 
the  other  he  should  not  be  liable  to  Thomp- 
son for  anything,  and  that  Thompson  should 
look  to  the  purchase  money  in  the  hands  of 
the  court  for  the  satisfaction  of  any  claims 
he  might  have. 

In  cases  of  breach  of  contract,  money  paid 
out  and  expended  by  the  plaintiff  to  prevent 
or  lessen  the  resulting  damages  is  recover- 
able. A  man  is  not  precluded  from  recover- 
ing because  it  is  in  his  power,  by  the  expend- 
iture of  his  own  money,  to  save  himself 
from  the  injury  inflicted  by  the  other  party. 
Sutherland  on  Damages,  in  treating  of  the 
elements  of  damages,  says,  at  §  88,  3d  ed.: 
"Fifth,  such  losses  may  consist  of  labor 
done  and  expenses  incurred  to  prevent  or 
lessen  damages  which  would  otherwise  re- 
sult from  the  defendant's  default  or  miscon- 
duct. The  law  imposes  upon  a  party  in- 
jured by  another's  breach  of  contract  or  tort 
tlie  active  duty  of  using  all  ordinary  care 
and  Making  all  reasonable  exertions  to  ren- 
der the  injury  as  light  as  possible.  If  by  his 
negligence  or  wilfulness  he  allows  the  dam- 
ages to  be  unnecessarily  enhanced,  the  in- 
creased loss — ^that  which  was  avoidable  by 
the  performance  of  his  duty — falls  upon 
him.  This  is  a  practical  obligation  under 
a  great  variety  of  circumstances,  and.  as 
the  damages  which  are  suffered  by  a  failure 
to  perform  it  are  not  recoverable,  it  is  of 
much  importance.  Where  it  exists,  the 
labor  or  expense  which  its  performance  in- 
volves is  chargeable  to  the  party  liable  for 
the  injury  thus  mitigated;  in  other  words, 
the  reasonable  cost  of  the  measures  which 
the  injured  party  is  bound  to  take  to  lessen 
the  damages,  whether  adopted  or  not,  will 
measure  the  compensation  the  party  in- 
jured can  recover  for  the  injury,  or  the  part 
of  it  that  such  measures  have  or  would  have 
prevented.  This  is  on  the  principle  that,  if 
the  efforts  made  are  successful,  the  defend- 
ant will  have  the  benefit  of  them;  if  they 
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prove  abortive,  it  is  but  just  that  the  ex- 
pense attending  them  shall  be  borne  by 
him."  The  latter  part  of  the  same  section 
demonstrates  the  duty  to  make  the  loss  as 
light  as  possible  in  case  of  notice  of  rescis- 
sion given  by  one  party  to  the  otner,  but  it 
also  appears  that  money  expended  in  doing 
so  is  recoverable.  This  equitable  and  com- 
mon-sense principle  must  be  applied  here, 
and  therefore,  if  Thompson  was  the  actual 
purchaser,  the  circumstance  does  not  pre- 
clude the  allowance  of  his  claim. 

In  support  of  the  view  here  taken,  the  fol- 
lowing is  quoted  from  the  decree  of  confir- 
mation of  the  sale:  *'The  said  special  re- 
ceiver is  directed  to  execute  and  deliver  to- 
the  said  W^illiam  H.  Osterhout,  the  pur- 
chaser, a  deed  conveying  to  him  all  the 
property,  real  and  personal,  and  also  all  the 
corporate  i^ights,  powers,  privileges,  and 
franchises,  of  the  said  Black  water  Boom  & 
Lumber  Company,  together  with  all  the  im- 
provements made  in  said  Blackwater  river 
and  its  tributaries,  including  dams,  piers, 
and  booms,  and  all  standing  timber  belun,!;- 
ing  to  said  company,  and  all  the  rights,, 
powers,  and  privileges  conferred  upon  said 
company  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  con- 
tract? set  forth  in  the  decree  of  sale,  other 
than  the  logging  contracts  with  S.  W.  and 
A.  Thompson;  and  in  said  deed  said  receiver 
shall  reserve  a  lien  for  unpaid  purclmse 
money  upon  the  real  estate  conveyed,  and 
upon  the  leasehold  property  held  under 
leases  from  11.  G.  Davis  and  others,  and 
upon  all  improvements  thereon;  and  the- 
said  receiver,  Fairfax  S.  Landstreet,  is  di- 
rected forthwith  to  turn  over  and  deliver 
to  the  said  purchaser,  William  H.  Oster- 
hout, the  possession  of  all  said  property,, 
real  and  personal,  and  all  the  original  tim- 
ber contracts  aforesaid." 

If  the  price  paid  was  inadequafe,  it  is  too 
late  to  suggest  that  the  inadequacy  is  the 
result  of  manipulation  on  the  part  of 
Thompson,  or  of  collusion  between  him  and 
Osterhout.  That  would  have  been  ground 
for  resisting  confirmation  of  the  sale,  but  it 
can  have  no  l)earing  on  the  question  of 
Thompson's  right  to  compensation  or  the 
amount  thereof.  The  sale  was  widely  adver- 
tised, and  was  public  and  open  to  the  world, 
and  the  confirmation  without  objection  on 
the  part  of  creditors  or  stockholders  estops 
them  from  denying  the  fairness  of  the  sale 
or  adequacy  of  the  price.  At  any  rate,  it  has 
no  connection  whatever  with  the  matter  now 
under  consideration. 

The  foregoing  principles  and  conclusions 
settle  the  most  important  question  in  the 
case,  but  do  not  cover  the  exceptions  touch- 
ing specific  items  entering  into  the  account, 
the  mode  of  statement,  and  the  evidence  up- 
on which  the  bahince  strucl$  depends.  Un- 
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der  exceptions  1,  2,  3,  6,  12,  and  13,  it  is  in- 
fisted  that  Thompson's  contract  was  di- 
visible, that  the  executed  part  of  it  could 
not  be  considered  in  ascertaining  his  com- 
pensation, and  that  th^  sums  expended  in 
getting  out  the  timber  which  had  been  paid 
lor,  and  the  amounts  received  on  account 
of  it,  should  not  have  been  charged  and 
credited  in^  the  statement,  for  the  reason 
that  if,  in  any  instance,  Thompson  had  lost 
money  on  any  particular  lot  of  timber,  the 
loss  was,  by  such  method  of  statement, 
wrongfully  charged  to  the  company,  since  it 
ought  to  be  borne  by  Thompson,  and  if,  in 
any  instance,  a  profit  had  resulted,  it  was 
wrongfully  given  to  the  company,  as  it  be- 
longed to  Thompson.  If,  on  the  last-stated 
hypothesis,  any  error  has  been  committed,  it 
is  not  prejudicial,  but  beneficial,  to  the  ap- 
pellants, and  they  cannot  complain  of  it.  If, 
on  the  former,  any  error  was  committed,  it 
is  prejudicial,  but  the  burden  is  upon  the 
appellants  to  show  that  such  losses  sus- 
tained were  carried  into  the  general  bal- 
ance against  the  company.  This  they  have 
failed  to  do.  They  point  out  no  instance  of 
''uch  charge,  and  have  introduced  no  evi- 
dence showing  it.  Moreover,  it  is  a  question 
of  fact  on  which  the  commissioner  and  the 
court  below  have  passed,  and  their  finding 
cannot  be  disturbed  by  this  court  unless 
plainly  wrong.  How  is  it  possible  to  de- 
termine the  amount  of  compensation  on  the 
ba^is  of  charging  all  expenditures  and  the 
value  of  work  and  labor,  and  crediting  all 
sums  received,  without  including  those  re- 
lating to  the  executed  part  of  the  contract? 
The  lengthy  argument  of  the  brief  on  this 
point  not  only  fails  to  point  out  any  wrong 
<lone,  but  also  to  show  how  it  is  possible  to 
arrive  at  the  amount  necessary  to  reimburse 
for  outlay  in  any  other  way  with  any  degree 
of  certainty. 

Exceptions  9,  10,  11,  14,  15,  and  17  pre- 
sent the  contention  that  the  expenditures 
for  permanent  improvements  and  prepara- 
tions for  the  execution  of  the  contract 
-should  be  apportioned  between  the  executed 
and  unexecuted  parts  of  the  contract,  on  the 
theory  that  if,  when  interrupted,  his  con- 
tract was  three-fifths  performed,  he  should 
!«*  allowed  only  two  fifths  of  such  expendi- 
tures. The  authorities  cited  for  this  do  not 
Hipport  it.  The  first  is  Watta  v.  Camora, 
115  U.  a  353,  29  L.  ed.  406,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
91,  holding  that  a  clause  in  a  charter  party 
whereby  the  parties  bind  themselves,  etc., 
'*in  the  penal  sum  of  estimated  amount  of 
freight,"  to  the  performance  of  the  agree- 
in«'nt«  contained  in  the  contract,  is  not  a 
stipulation  for  liquidated  damages,  and  is 
diMli&iged  by  payment  of  the  actual  dam- 
agJi  sustained  by  breach  of  the  agreement. 
Another  is  Dalbeattie  8.  8,  Co,  v.  Card,  59 
«»  L.  R.  A. 


Fed.  159,  holding  as  follows:  "In  awarding 
damages  against  a  cliarterer  for  refusing  a 
vessel,  the  net  freight  earned  by  obtaining 
another — less  valuable—  cargo  is  to  be  de- 
ducted from  the  sum  which  would  have  been 
earned  under  the  charter."  Another  is 
Baker  Transfer  Co,  v.  Merchants*  Refriger- 
ator d  Ice  Mfg.  Co.  12  App.  Div.  260,  42  N. 
Y.  Supp.  76,  applying  the  principle  of  the 
last-named  case  in  determining  the  measure 
of  damages  for  breach  of  an  agreement  to 
take  and  deliver  the  output  of  an  ice-manu- 
facturing plant.  Another  is  Ewing  v.  Ood- 
dingy  5  Blackf.  433,  an  action  by  a  landlord 
against  the  tenant  for  breach  of  an  agree- 
ment to  deliver  one  third  of  the  crops  as 
rent,  in  which  it  was  held  that  in  assessing 
the  damages  the  defendant  might  prove  in 
mitigation  thereof  that  after  the  making  of 
the  lease  the  plaintifi',  with  defendant's  con- 
sent, had  leased  a  part  of  the  premises  to  a 
third  person,  from  whom  he  had  received 
rent  for  that  part.  The  last  one  is  Jebsen 
V.  East  d  West  India  Dock  Co.  L.  R.  10  C. 
P.  300,  relating  to  reduction  of  damages  re- 
sulting from  a  breach  of  a  contract  concern- 
ing one  ship  by  applying  profits  earned  with 
another  ship.  These  authorities,  except  the 
Indiana  case,  all  relate  to  damages  by  pre- 
vention of  anticipated  profits,  and  not  to 
compensation  for  outlay  and  expenses,  and 
are  so  obviously  inapplicable  to  the  propo- 
sition contended  for  that  it  would  be  a 
waste  of  time  to  comment  on  them.  Nor  has 
the  Kicing  v.  Codding  Case  the  remotest 
bearing  on  the  question.  By  consent  of  par- 
ties, part  of  the  land,  and  consequently  part 
of  the  rent,  were  eliminated  from  the  con- 
tract. The  proposition  is  not  only  unsup- 
ported by  any  authority,  but  is  also  at  vari- 
ance with  tne  law  of  compensation  and  re- 
imbursement as  laid  down  by  the  courts.  It 
is  an  element  in  every  case  of  damages  for 
prevention  of  the  performance  of  a  contract, 
and  is  ascertained  upon  the  following  basis: 
"When  one  party  enters  upon  the  perform- 
ance of  a  contract,  and  incurs  expense  there- 
in, and,  being  willing  to  perform  it,  is, 
without  fault  of  his  own,  prevented  by  the 
other  party  from  performing,  his  loss  will 
consist  of  two  distinct  items  of  damage: 
First,  his  outlay  and  expenses;  second,  the 
profits  he  might  have  realized  by  perform- 
ance, which  profits  are  related  to  the  out- 
lays, and  include  them  and  something  more. 
The  first  item  he  may  recover  in  all  cases, 
unless  the  other  party  can  show  the  con- 
trary." United  States  v.  Behan,  110  U.  S. 
338,  28  L.  ed.  168,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  81.  Here 
there  is  no  question  of  profits.  It  is  one  of 
outlay,  time,  labor,  and  expenses,  and  is 
governed  by  so  much  of  the  foregoing  mlo 
as  relates  to  reimbursement  for  outlay.  The 
idea  of  apportionment  here  contended  for  is 
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nowhere  to  be  found  in  it;  nor  do  its  terms 
leave  any  room  for  it.  "But,  as  Towne  saw 
fit  to  say  that  the  special  contract  was  not 
binding  upon  him,  it  cannot  be  set  up  by  his 
executor  as  binding  upon  the  plaintiff. 
King  v.  Welcome,  5  Gray,  41.  It  cannot  be 
treated  as  a  nullity  for  one  purpose,  and  as 
a  contract  for  another.  It  required  two 
years  for  its  completion,  and  both  parties 
understood  that  there  was  to  be  no  profit  or 
advantage  to  the  plaintiff  except  from  the 
operations  of  both  years  taken  together.  A 
large  part  of  the  labor  and  expense  incurred 
in  the  first  year  had  no  reference  whatever 
to  the  operations  and  results  of  that  year, 
taken  by  itself,  but  were  a  preparation  of 
the  land  for  increased  productiveness  in  the 
second  year.  The  plaintiff  must  be  consid- 
ered as  having  in  that  way  paid  in  advance, 
in  part  at  least,  for  the  privilege  of  using 
the  land  the  second  year  in  the  manner 
agreed  upon.  By  the  repudiation  of  the 
contract  he  has  lost  the  privilege  which  he 
had  BO  paid  for.  The  consideration  upon 
which  he  made  that  payment  has  failed  by 
the  wilful  act  of  the  other  party  to  the 
contract,  and  he  is  therefore  entitled  to  re- 
cover back  what  he  has  so  paid."  Williams 
V.  Bemia,  108  Mass.  91,  11  Am.  Rep.  318. 

To  apportion  the  expense  for  permanent 
improvements  between  the  executed  and  un- 
executed portions  of  the  contract,  on  the 
theory  that  Thompson  has  had  three  fifths 
of  the  benefit  of  them,  would  be  inconsistent 
with  the  rule  of  compensation  adopted,  and 
contrary  to  the  fact  as  regards  the  alleged 
reception  of  the  three  fifths  of  the  benefit  of 
them.  Everything  received  by  him  goes  in 
reduction  of  his  bill  for  services  and  outlay. 
Every  dollar  paid  by  him,  profits  on  the 
work,  executed  work  included,  is  charged 
against  his  bill.  How  can  it  be  said,  then, 
that  he  has  had  the  benefit  of  these  improve- 
ments BO  far  as  the  contract  has  been  exe- 
cuted? The  rule  of  compensation  as  laid 
down  by  the  court  deprives  Thompson  of  all 
his  profits,  past  and  future,  directs  that  he 
be  made  whole,  nothing  more,  nothing  less, 
and  excludes  any  inquiry  as  to  allowances 
of,  or  deductions  for,  profits,  benefits,  and 
losses. 

In  this  connection,  it  is  contended  that 
Thompson  should  not  be  allowed  the  money 
expended  in  the  construction  of  the  railroad 
because  he  hauled  over  it  more  of  F.  E. 
Thompson's  timber  than  of  the  company's 
timber.  In  order  to  reach  the  Van  3^Ieter 
tract  of  tirauer  owned  by  the  company,  and 
which  Thompson  was  bound  to  log  under  a 
short- time  limit,  it  was  necessary  to  build 
the  road  through  the  C.  E.  Harness  tract, 
the  timber  on  which  belonged  to  F.  E. 
Thompson,  or  to  the  company,  and  was  to 
be  logged  by  said  F.  £.  Thompson.  Albert 
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Thompson,  having  built  his  road  though 
said  tract,  hauled  timber  from  it  for  F.  E. 
Thompson,  and  has  credited,  in  his  state- 
ment against  his  expenditures,  the  haulinp: 
of  said  timber  at  50  cents  per  thousand, 
and  testifies  that  there  was  a  profit  in  it  to 
him,  and  theretore  to  the  company.  But  it 
is  said  he  hauled  more  timber  on  this  road 
for  his  son  than  he  hauled  for  the  company, 
and  that  therefore  he  did  not"  build  it  for 
use  under  his  contract  with  the  company. 
This  position  is  untenable.  He  was  bound 
to  take  the  timber  from  the  Van  Meter 
tract,  No.  8,  the  W.  H.  Harness  tract.  No. 
11,  and  the  J.  W.  Parsons  tract.  No.  12,  un- 
der time  limits,  all  lying  beyond  the  C.  E. 
Harness  tract,  from  which  he  incidentally 
hauled  timber  for  F.  E.  Thompson.  ThV 
situation  of  these  lands  necessitated  the 
hauling  of  the  timber  by  a  railroad  or  in 
some  other  way.  He  may  have  hauled  more 
of  his  son's  timber  than  of  the  company's 
timber,  too,  but  the  question  is  not  what 
was  actually  hauled.  It  iB  the  purpose  for 
which  the  road  was  built,  and  that  is  very 
apparent  from  the  facts  stated.  Had  he 
been  permitted  to  complete  his  contract, 
the  relative  amounts  actually  hauled  for  the 
company  and  for  F.  E.  Thompson  would  in 
the  end  have  been  in  a  proportion  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  are  now.  It  is  fur- 
ther objected,  in  this  connection,  that 
Thompson  hauled  some  bark  and  pulpwood 
of  his  own  over  this  road,  and,  for  hauling 
bark,  purchased  some  bark  cars.  These  were 
used,  not  only  in  hauling  bark,  but  also  in 
hauling  supplies  to  the  camps  along  the 
road,  the  log  cars  being  unsuitable  for  tliat. 
He  has  credited  what  he  deems  a  fair  price 
for  the  hauling  of  the  bark,  and  the  cars 
are  credited  at  a  little  more  than  what  they 
cost.  All  this  seems  to  be  purely  incidental, 
and  does  not  prove  the  road  to  have  been 
built  for  a  purpose  other  than  the  carrying 
out  of  the  logging  contract. 

Again,  it  is  urged  that  compensation  can- 
not be  had  because  the  work  under  the  con- 
tract was  prosecuted  in  the  name  of  a  cor- 
poration organized  by  Thompson,  called  the 
Forest  City  Lumber  &  Improvement  Com- 
pany. No  authority  is  cited  in  support  of 
the  contention,  and  the  argument  in  its 
favor  is  far  from  convincing.  If  a  con- 
tractor can  employ  individuals  to  aid  in 
carrying  on  his  contract,  why  can  he  not,  on 
the  same  principle,  procure  the  work  to  be 
done  by  a  corporation  ?  Must  he  do  all  the 
work  with  his  own  hands,  or  keep  the  busi- 
ness all  in  his  own  name?  If  he  chooses  to 
operate  through  a  corporation,  so  as  to  lim- 
it his  liability  on  claims  for  damages  as  to 
third  persons,  or  to  keep  one  branch  of  his 
business  separate  from  others,  is  that  a 
matter  which  in  any  way  prejudices  or  ooa- 
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oerns  the  other  party  to  the  contract,  even 
if  it  be  in  some  sense  immoral,  or  even  con- 
trary to  public  policy,  as  charged  in  the 
argument?  Whether  it  is  immoral  or  other- 
wise wrong,  we  have  no  occasion  to  say. 

Exception  No.  22  comprises  six  different 
items.  The  first  is  $4,750,  charged  by 
Thompson  for  his  personal  services.  The 
objection  seems  to  be  that  he  charged  this 
as  a  salary  at  $1,500  per  year  as  president 
of  the  Forest  City  Lumber  &  Improvement 
Company,  a  mere  instrumentality  in  his 
hands  for  the  execution  of  the  work  under 
his  contract.  As  already  indicated,  there  is 
nothing  in  this  objection.  The  second  is  to 
the  allowance  of  three  items  of  $1,500,  $300, 
and  $878.35,  paid  by  Thompson  to  three  sub- 
contractors, Talbord,  Bartlett,  and  Whit- 
comb.  These  were  paid  to  discharge  liabil- 
ities thrown  upon  him  by  the  interruption 
of  his  work  under  the  main  contract,  and 
he  was  bound  to  pay  them.  They  were  nec- 
essary expenditures,  but  it  is  said  they  were 
disallowed  by  this  court  on  the  former  ap- 
peal. No  reference  to  them  is  found  in  the 
opinion,  and  there  is  no  more  reason  for  say- 
ing they  were  disallowed  than  for  holding 
many  thousands  of  dollars  of  other  expendi- 
tures to  have  been  so  cut  out.  The  third 
objection  is  to  the  allowance  of  $65  ex- 
pended by  Thompson  in  hunting  a  locomo- 
tive, because  he  is  allowed  $1,500  a  year  for 
personal  services.  Are  his  expenses  to  come 
out  of  his  small  allowance  for  services?  The 
fourth  relates  to  the  bark  cars,  which  has 
been  disposed  of.  The  fifth  is  of  the  same 
nature,  and  relates  to  an  item  of  $400  for 
lumber  cars,  which  Thompson  used  in  haul- 
ing his  own  lumber,  as  well  as  for  purposes 
of  his  contract.  They  were  sold,  and  the 
proceeds  credited,  as  well  as  their  earnings 
in  hauling  his  lumber.  The  sixth  is  to  all 
items  in  the  account,  because  they  were 
paid  by  the  Forest  City  Lumber  &  Improve- 
ment Company,  and  not  by  Thompson.  Noth- 
ing further  need  be  said  on  that  subject. 

Exceptions  Nos.  5,  16,  18,  and  19  relate  to 
questions  of  competency,  relevancy,  and  suf- 
ficiency of  the  evidence  upon  which  the  re- 
port is  based.  It  is  shown  that  many  of  the 
items  charged  were  not  found  on  the  books 
of  the  Forest  City  Lumber  &  Improvement 
Company,  or  the  Blackwater  Boom  &  Lum- 
ber Company,  but  were  taken  from  Thomp- 
son's private  memoranda  or  inserted  upon 
his  verbal  representations.  The  commis- 
Noner  has  made  a  complete  list  of  all  the 
items  not  taken  from  the  books.  Those  in 
Thompfion*s  favor  are  principally  items  of 
Tent,  wages  of  S.  W.  Thompson,  superin- 
tendent, services  of  Albert  Thompson, 
amounts  paid  Talbord,  Bartlett,  and  Whit- 
comb,  an  item  of  $230  paid  the  Blackwater 
Boom  A,  Lumber  Company  for  loss  of  timber 
60  L.  R.  A. 


on  the  Van  Meter  land  not  removed  within 
the  limit  of  time  specified  in  the  contract, 
and  an  item  of  $450  paid  for  a  team  of 
horses  and  harness.  These  charges  amount 
to  $14,271,94,  and,  with  the  exception  of 
three  or  four  small  items,  were  all  fully 
explained  by  Thompson  in  his  testimony, 
and  shown  by  him  to  be  proper  charges,  un- 
der the  principles  of  law  hereinbefore  an- 
nounced. The  items  on  the  other  side  of  the 
account,  not  taken  from  the  books,  amount 
to  $26,357.97,  composed  of  credits  for  stock- 
ing and  hauling  for  F.  E.  Thompson,  and 
the  proceeds  of  the  locomotives,  cars,  rails, 
horses,  harness,  wagons,  etc.,  sold  to  the 
Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Company.  It 
is  not  perceived  that  any  wrong  has  been 
done  the  appellants  in  respect  to  any  of 
these  items.  But  it  is  said  the  accounts 
concerning  work  done  for  F.  E.  Thompson 
and  for  the  Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber 
Company  have  been  so  mingled  as  to  render 
it  improper  to  allow  any  of  the  items  to  en- 
ter into  a  statement  for  the  purpose  of  as- 
certaining the  amount  expended  by  Thomp- 
son under  his  contract.  No  instance  is 
specified  in  which  money  paid  out  on  work 
for  V.  E.  Thompson  is  charged  in  favor  of 
Albert  Thompson,  without  a  corresponding 
credit  for  the  stocking  and  hauling  of  his 
timber  at  fair  prices — the  same,  or  about 
the  same,  prices  as  those  paid  Albert 
Thompson  under  his  contract.  All  the  tim- 
ber logged  for  F.  E.  Thompson  went  to  the 
Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Company.  Its 
books,  as  well  as  Thompson's,  must  have 
shown  the  amount  of  it  so  far  as  delivered. 
Is  Thompson  to  be  deprived  of  all  compensa- 
tion because  he  is  unable  to  separate  these  ac- 
counts, when  it  is  evident  that  the  balance 
found  by  charging  and  crediting  as  afore- 
said is  substantially  the  true  balance?  As 
his  work  progressed,  there  was  nothing  in 
the  situation  to  apprise  him,  or  the  other 
interested  parties,  that  it  would  ever  become 
necessary  for  him  to  produce  the  evidence 
now  demanded,  and  it  is  as  clear,  full,  and 
fair  as  could  be  expected  under  such  cir- 
cumstances. Tlie  books  of  the  two  com- 
panies were  open  to  the  commissioner  and 
counsel  on  both  sides,  and  were  thoroughly 
and  critically  examined  by  the  former,  and 
from  them  and  the  testimony  taken  he  has 
arrived  at  a  conclusion  which  the  circuit 
court  has  confirmed.  The  evidence  on  which 
it  rests  is  neither  incompetent  nor  irrele- 
vant, and  there  is  nothing  to  pass  upon  but 
its  sufiiciency.  How  can  this  court  disturb 
the  finding,  if  the  appellants  are  unable,  as 
apparently  they  are,  to  show  wherein  or 
how  they  have  suffered  from  an  erroneous 
finding  upon  the  evidence?  They  fail  to 
show  or  indicate  that  any  money  was  lost 
on  the  work  done  for  F.  £.  Thompson;  nor 
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<lo  they  put  a  witness  on  the  stand  who  de- 
nies Thompson's  claim  that  there  was  a 
profit  in  it.  If  it  was  profitable,  how  are 
they  injured?  If  so,  how  can  it  be  other- 
wise than  that  they  are  benefited? 

Does  the  amount  of  this  decree,  as  com- 
pared with  the  former  one,  indicate  injus- 
tice? It  is  suggested  that  Thompson  now 
has  a  decree  for  outlay,  services,  and  ex- 
penses about  equal  to  his  former  decree  for 
these  and  profits  added.  But  the  record 
does  not  verify  the  charge.  Under  the  for- 
mer decree,  he  had,  on  account  of  the  claims 
Included  in  the  present  decree,  principal 
sums  decreed  to  him  amounting  to  $94,433.- 
50,  and  under  the  present  decree  on  the  same 
accounts,  after  his  claim  for  profits  has  been 
eliminated,  about  $48,000,  making  a  differ- 
ence against  him  of  about  $46,433.  From 
the  $48,000  now  allowed,  deduct  the  item  of 
$12,309.63,  representing  uncompleted  work 
on  timber  actually  felled,  and  the  remainder 
is  $3.5,600.37,  the  amount  decreed  for  money 
expended,  not  directly  upon  the  timber, 
but  in  making  betterments  and  improve- 
ments and  other  preparations  for  carrying 
on  the  work.  In  view  of  what  has  been 
shown,  respecting  the  character  and  magni- 
tude of  this  work,  the  court  cannot  say  the 
amount  is  unreasonable  and  unsustained 
by  the  evidence.  It  is  suggested  in  this  con- 
nection, however,  that  there  is  inconsistency, 
condemning  and  rendering  worthless  Thomp- 
son's testimony  and  all  his  evidence,  in  this : 
That  in  obtaining  his  former  decree  he  swore 
his  contract  was  a  profitable  one,  and  now 
sliows  it  to  have  been  a  losing  one.  The 
bases  of  the  former  and  present  estimates 
are  entirely  different.  When  Mr.  Thomp- 
son, on  the  former  inquiry,  testified  that 
$10,000  had  been  sunk  in  the  first  year,  and 
almost  made  up  by  the  profits  of  the  second 
year,  he  spoke  of  profits,  not  outlay  and  ex- 
penses. Just  how  he  estimated  them  does 
not  appear.  The  present  inquiry  is  upon  an 
entirely  different  basis,  and,  even  if  there  be 
inconsistency,  and  the  logic  of  facts  shows 
the  present  result  to  be  reasonable  and  just, 
is  it  to  be  cast  aside  and  justice  withheld 
because  of  such  inconsistency?  The  great 
bulk  of  the  expenditures  and  receipts  by 
Thompson  is  shown  by  items  taken  from 
books,  the  correctness  and  accuracy  of  which 
have  not  been  impaired  or  overthrown. 
There  is  a  substantial  check  upon  them 
found  in  the  books  of  the  Blackwater  Boom 
A  Lumber  Company.  All  of  them — both  sets 
— ^have  been  open  to  the  commissioner  and 
counsel.  Who  has  pointed  out  any  omis- 
sions, any  padding,  any  false  or  fraudulent 
entries?  There  is  not  an  intimation  of  such 
a  thing  anywhere  in  the  record  or  the  argu- 
ment. There  is  no  suggestion  of  fraud  in 
connection  with  the  omissions  from  the 
r.i)  L.  K.  A. 


books  of  certain  credits  and  charges  re> 
ported  by  the  commissioner  as  not  having 
been  found  on  the  books. 

This  disposes  of  all  important  exceptions 
and  assignments  of  error  respecting  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  the  account  is  stated  and 
the  items  thereof.  But  two  errors,  not  made 
the  subjects  of  exceptions  nor  mentioned  in 
the  assignments  of  error,  have  been  dis- 
covered. The  receiver  paid  Thompson  in 
August,  1893,  interest  amounting  to  $330.68, 
whieh  has  not  been  credited  in  the  account 
against  him,  though  charged  in  his  favor. 
He  is  credited  as  of  October,  1894,  with  $15,- 
955,  proceeds  of  property  sold,  and  as  of  De- 
cember, 1895,  with  $2,000  on  account  of 
property  sold.  These  sums  should  have  been 
credited  as  of  August,  1893,  for  Thompson 
used  them  from  that  date  until  they  were 
sold,  and  he  ought/ therefore,  to  pay,  as  com- 
pensation for  their  use,  at  least  the  interest 
on  the  sums  for  which  he  sold  them.  Mak- 
ing these  corrections,  and  deducting  $34.50 
interest  on  small  items  disallowed  by  the 
circuit  court,  the  sum  found  to  be  due  him 
as  of  the  12th  day  of  June,  1901,  is  $80,288.- 
9G,  of  which  $47,873.62  is  principal  and 
$32,415.34  is  interest. 

The  last  contention  is  that  the  court  erred 
in  decreeing  the  amount  due  the  appellee  to 
be  a  lien  upon  the  assets  of  the  company. 
As  this  question  was  adjudicated  on  the  for- 
mer appeal,  the  court  below  could  not,  nor 
can  this  court  now,  disturb  that  conclusion 
and  determination.  Point  4  of  the  syllabus 
declares  that  Thompson's  "compensation  is 
entitled  to  a  preference  of  payment  out  of 
the  corporate  assets  in  the  hands  of  the  re- 
ceiver in  equal  priority  with  the  other  obli- 
gations of  the  receivership."  That  decision 
may  be  wrong,  though  we  do  not  say  it  is : 
but  it  is,  and  must  remain,  the  law  of  this 
case,  however  erroneous  it  may  be.  Camden 
V.  Wenif «prr,  7  W.  Va.  528 ;  Horn  v.  Perry, 
11  W.  Va.  694;  Henry  v.  Davis,  13  W.  Va. 
230;  :S'orth  Western  Bank  v.  Haye,  37  W. 
Va.  475,  16  S.  E.  561. 

As  there  is  no  error  in  the  decree  except 
in  respect  to  the  omission  of  said  sum  of 
$330.68  from  the  credit  side  of  the  account, 
and  the  failure  to  charge  Thompson  with  the 
use  of  the  property  from  the  date  of  the  de- 
cree of  confirmation  until  disposed  of,  as 
hereinbefore  stated,  it  will  be  corrected  and 
modified  in  these  respects,  and,  as  so  modi- 
fied, affirmed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for 
further  proceedings ;  but,  as  this  reduces  the 
amount  of  the  decree  by  the  sum  of  $4,505.- 
95,  the  costs  in  this  court  will  be  decreed  to 
the  appellants. 

Dent,  J.,  dissenting: 

I  cannot  concur  in  the  opinion  in  this 
case,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  a  misconstrue- 
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tion  of,  and  in  violation,  to  some  extent,  of 
the  former  opinion  herein.  The  facts  and 
circumstances  clearly  show  that  Albert 
Thompson  was  the  real  purchaser  of  the 
property  of  the  defendant  company  in  the 
name  of  Osterhout,  who  was  only  nominally 
used  to  cover  the  transaction;  that  Thomp- 
son suffered  no  loss  so  far  as  his  outlay 
and  expenses  were  concerned,  but  had  really 
made  a  profit,  according  to  his  own  testi- 
mony, at  the  time  the  sale  of  the  property 
was  decreed,  and  that  the  larger  bid  was 
made  by  him  on  the  theory  that  he  would 
be  able  to  cover  the  difference- between  the 
two  bids  by  his  account  for  profits  not 
earned;  and  that,  having  failed  in  this,  his 
present  account  as  to  damages  for  outlay 
and  expenses  is  an  unconscionable  demand 
to  cover  the  difference  between  the  two  bids 
incurred  by  him  under  a  misapprehension  of 
the  law  as  to  his  right  to  recover  such  un- 
earned profits. 

In  becoming  a  purchaser  of  the  property, 
it  was  Thompson's  duty  to  take  into  consid- 
eration that  the  law  imposed  upon  him,  as 
the  company's  contractor,  the  obligation  to 
use  all  ordinary  means  to  save  the  company 
harmless  from  the  expenditures  incurred  by 
him  in  carrying  out  his  contract.  1  Suther- 
land, Damages,  p.  184,  §  88;  Id.  p.  188,  § 
90.  This  is  a  condition  the  law  imposed 
upon  him  as  a  purchaser,  and  which  it  must 
be  assumed  he  fully  understood  at  the  time 
of  his  purchase,  and  that  he  made  the  same 
with  this  understanding.  Hence  he  could 
not  have  made  the  purchase  with  any  legal 
expectancy  of  a  recovery  of  his  outlay  and 
(>xpense8  from  the  company,  owing  to  his 
knowledge  that  it  was  his  legal  duty  to  save 
the  company  harmless.  Nor  did  he,  in  mak- 
ing his  bid,  take  into  consideration  his  out- 
lay and  expenses,  for  the  sale  was  made  en- 
tirely free  from  his  stocking  contract,  which 
neces»sarily  excluded  all  improvements  made 
by  him  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  them  out, 
and  gave  the  purchaser  no  right  to  such  im- 
provements without  the  consent  of  Thomp- 
son. This  gave  him  such  control  over  the 
property  that  no  one  else  dare  bid  against 
him;  for  a  purchaser  subject  to  the  stock- 
ing contrHcts  would  be  entirely  in  his 
power,  and  a  purchaser  free  from  the  con- 
tracts would  be  none  the  less  so,  for  the  im- 
provements made  by  him  were  essential  to 
the  enjoyment  of  the  purchase,  and  concern- 
ii^  wiiich  a  stranger,  in  purchasing,  would 
have  to  deal  with  Thompson.  The  property 
was  thus  so  encumbered  that  Thompson  had 
it  in  his  power  to  make  his  own  terms  with 
regard  thereto.  He  made  two  bids, — the 
lower  one  subject  to  his  contract ;  the  higher 
bid  waa  made  with  the  expectancy  of  the  re- 
covery of  the  unearned  profits  on  his  con- 
t'-acts  by  reason  of  the  abrogation  thereof. 
^-9  L.  R.  A.  11 


The  court  held  in  its  former  opinion  that  he 
could  not  recover  these  profits.  Hence  he 
made  a  legal  mistake  in  bidding  on  the  prop- 
erty with  such  expectation.  To  avoid  such 
mistake,  he  comes  back  with  an  alleged 
claim  for  expenditures  for  improvements 
made  by  him  in  the  expectancy  of  being  per- 
mitted to  carry  out  his  contracts.  The  law 
answer^  this  demand  by  saying  that  it  was 
your  duty  to  save  your  contractee  harmless, 
and  you  got  the  full  enjoyment  of  these  im- 
provements when  you  purchased  the  prop- 
erty, and  you  can  recover  nothing  unless  you 
can  show  that  you  have  suffered  a  loss  by 
reason  thereof.  This,  Thompson  could  not 
possibly  do,  for  he  had  the  full  enjoyment 
of  all  the  improvements  under  his  purchase, 
without  paying  anything  additional  there- 
for, such  as  a  stranger  purchasing  would 
have  had  to  do  to  him.  The  improvements 
were  no  loss  to  him,  but  they  not  only  de- 
terred others  from  bidding  on  the  property, 
but  enhanced  its  value  greatly  without  his 
having  to  pay  anything  for  such  enhance- 
ment. It  is  plainly  apparent  to  the  most 
simple  minded  that  Thompson  suffered  no 
loss  except  the  unearned  profits  denied  to 
him  by  the  former  opinion,  and  that  he  wa& 
led  into  a  legal  mistake  in  making  his  higher 
bid  in  contemplation  of  the  recovery  of  such 
profits.  This  is  such  a  mistake  that  equity 
has  no  power  to  relieve  against,  it  being  in 
no  sense  mutual,  or  occasioned  by  the  act  or 
conduct  of  the  opposite  party.  Yet  the 
court  relieves  him  therefrom  by  allowing  his' 
unconscientious  demand  for  improvements 
and  expenditures,  concerning  which  he  suf- 
fered no  loss,  but  enjoyed  the*  full  benefit 
thereof,  to  the  great  enhancement  of  his 
property.  In  doing  so  the  court  in  effect 
overrules  its  former  opinion,  and  allows 
Thompson  the  greater  portion  of  the  profits 
then  denied  him.  For  this  there  can  be  no 
other  justification  or  excuse  than  the  legal 
mistake  made  by  Thompson  in  making  his 
higher  bid.  While  this  may  appear  equita- 
ble, yet  it  is  in  violation  of  the  established 
rules  and  principles  of  courts  of  equity. 
Hence  my  dissent. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
Poffenbarger,  P.,  on  August  13,  1904, 
handed  down  the  following  additional  opin- 
ion: 

A  petition  for  rehearing  sets  up  one  new 
contention,  namely,  that  while  the  statement 
of  the  commissioner  shows  over  13,000,000 
feet  of  timber  was  hauled  for  F.  E.  Thomp- 
son, for  which  credit  is  given,  only  6,205,000 
feet — less  than  half  as  much — is  credited  as 
having  been  stocked  for  F.  E.  Thompson. 
This  discrepancy,  if  credited  at  $4.60  per 
thousand  feet,  would  amount  to  over  $30,- 
000,  and  it  is  urged  that  the  allowance  to 
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Thompson  should  be  cut  down  by  about  that 
much.  It  is  rather  strange  that  such  an 
amount  should  have  been  overlooked  until 
this  late  hour,  especially  so  in  view  of  the 
strenuousness  with  which  this  contest  has 
been  waged  on  both  sides;  but,  if  the  claim 
has  any  foundation  in  the  record,  it  is  made 
in  time.  Only  the  amounts  paid  by  F.  E. 
Thompson  for  stocking  his  timber  are  proper 
credits.  If  the  7,000,000  feet  and  over, 
stocked  for  him  and  not  so  credited,  was 
paid  for  by  the  Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber 
Company  upon  the  order  of  F.  E.  Thompson, 
and  is  therefore  included  in  the  cash  credited 
in  the  statement,  it  is  not  only  accounted 
for,  but  to  credit  it  up  as  timber  stocked  for 
F.  Ef  Thompson  would  give  a  double  credit. 
Credit  for  $17,000  as  cash,  notes,  and  drafts, 
exclusive  of  commissions  paid  Thompson  on 
sales  of  lumber,  is  given  in  the  statement. 
At  an  average  price  of  $4  per  thousand,  this 
represents  42,374,000  feet;  at  $4.50  per 
thousand  it  represents  37,777,000  feet;  and 
at  $5,  covering  both  stocking  and  hauling,  it 
represents  33,901,000  feet.  Thompson  gives 
the  total  amount  of  spruce  timber  scaled  un- 
der his  own  contract  as  having  been  25,643,- 
710  feet.  Add  to  this  13,000,000  feet  as  hav- 
ing been  stocked  for  F.  E.  Thompson,  and 
the  result  is  38,643,710  feet.  Add  to  33,- 
901,000  feet,  represented  by  the  cash  cred- 
ited by  Thompson,  the  6,205,000  credited  as 
having  been  stocked  for  F.  E.  Thompson,  and 
.the  result  is  40,101,000,  but  little  more  than 
the  total  found  by  the  other  method.  But 
there  was  some  hemlock  timber  put  in  by 
Thompson  under  his  own  contract,  not  in- 
cluded in  tlie  25,643,710  feet.  The  amount, 
however,  is  comparatively  small.  Of  the 
6,205,000  feet  shown  by  the  statement  to 
have  been  stocked  for  F.  E.  Thompson,  only 
313,297  feet  was  hemlock.  Albert  Thompson 
cut  but  little  hemlock  under  his  own  con- 
tract. R.  W.  Eastham  testified  that,  in 
saying  all  the  timber  of  easy  access  on  the 
12,000-acre  Marshall  tract  had  been  cut,  he 
meant  the  spruce,  and  that  no  hemlock  on 
that  tract  above  the  dam  had  been  cut. 
Meyer,  secretary  of  the  Marshall  Company, 
filed  a  statement  from  which  it  appears  that 
Thompson  logged  from  the  Marshall  tract, 
under  his  contract,  19,210,065  feet,  of  which 
only  1,712,369  feet  were  hemlock.  Making 
an  allowance  of  2,000,000  feet  of  hemlock  as 
having  been  cut  by  Albert  Thompson  under 
his  own  contract  in  addition-  to  the  25,643,- 
710  feet  of  spruce,  and  then  adding  13,000,- 
000  as  having  been  cut  for  F.  E.  Thompson, 
the  result  is  40,643,710  feet.  Take  another 
test:  From  the  statement  exhibited  with 
the  deposition  of  H.  A.  Meyer,  it  appears 
that  Thompson  logged  from  the  Marshall 
tract  19,210,065  feet.  Most  of  this  went  in 
by  the  river.  As  the  railroad  runs  through 
09  L.  R.  A, 


a  comer  of  the  tract,  some  of  this  timber 
may  have  been  hauled  in.  Thompson  says 
he  hauled  in  about  10,000,000  feet  for  the 
company  and  about  13,000,000  feet  for  F.  E. 
Thompson.  Adding  these  three  amounts,  we 
have  42,210,065  feet,  for  some  of  which 
Thompson  has  not  been  paid.  For  unpaid 
work  on  it  he  had  in  the  present  decree 
$12,399.63.  Besides,  the  report  of  the  re- 
ceiver shows  16,735,682  feet  to  have  l>een 
"in  stream  and  skidded  in  bush,"  much  of 
which  was,  no  doubt,  from  the  Marshall 
tract.  From  this  it  is  manifest  that  there 
can  be  no  such  discrepancy  as  is  claimed, 
and  that  there  is  probably  none  at  all.  The 
commissioner  and  counsel  on  both  sides  all 
had  access  to  the  books,  knew  the  basis  on 
which  the  account  was  being  made  up,  and 
had  the  witnesses  before  them,  and  there  is 
a  presumption  of  correctness  as  to  the  find- 
ing which  cannot  be  overcome  by  a  mere 
suspicion  or  surmise  which  the  evidence  in 
the  record  strongly  tends  to  contradict. 
Though  it  may  not  appear  from  the  record 
that  payments  for  stocking  F.  E.  Thomp- 
son's timber  were  made  directly  to  Albert 
Thompson  by  the  Blackwater  Boom  &,  Lum- 
ber Company,  the  books  of  the  two  compa- 
nies almost  certainly  show  how  these  pay- 
ments were  made,  and  they  were  at  hand 
when  this  account  was  made  up  by  the 
commissioner.  And  it  does  appear  here  that 
Albert  Thompson  has  been  paid  by  the 
Blackwater  Boom  &  Lumber  Company  for 
more  timber  than  he  stocked  for  it  under 
his  own  contract  with  it, — in  fact,  about  the 
amount  he  stocked  under  his  own  contract 
and  F.  E.  Thompson's  contract,  less  the 
6,205,000  credited  as  timber  stocked  for  F. 
E.  Thompson, — and  all  the  money  so  re- 
ceived is  credited  in  the  account  stated  by 
the  commissioner. 

This  petition  renews,  in  slightly  diflferent 
form,  the  contention  that  Thompson  is  pre- 
cluded from  claiming  the  money  expended 
by  him  because  the  expenditures  were  made 
in  the  name  of  the  Forest  City  Lumber  Com- 
pany. It  says  he  paid  $25,000  for  the  stock 
of  that  company,  which  he  still  holds,  where- 
fore said  sum  should  be  deducted  from  the 
amount  allowed  him.  That  corporation  was 
organized  for  the  sole  purpose  of  carrying 
out  Thompson's  contract,  and  all  the  money 
paid  into  its  treasury  as  capital  stock  or 
otherwise  was  Thompson's  money.  It  never 
had  any  assets  except  the  money  expended 
through  it  by  Thompson  in  the  execution  of 
his  contract,  and  the  money  derivetl  by 
Thompson  from  his  contract  through  it  as 
an  agency  used  in  the  execution  thereof.  All 
these  sums  are  carried  into  this  account  as 
charges  and  credits.  The  Forest  City  com- 
pany is  defunct,  and  its  stock  is  but  waste 
paper  in  Thompson's  hands.     The    corpora- 
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tion  had  no  subBtantial  existence,  nor  its 
stock  any  value,  save  as  an  instrumentality 
in  the  execution  of  the  contract.  To  make 
«ueh  deduction,  therefore,  would  be  to  substi- 
tuto  a  mere  shadow  for  substance,  and  sub- 
ordinate equity  and  justice  to  a  barren  tech-, 
nicality. 

It  is  further  insisted  in  the  petition  that 
the  former  adjudication  by  this  court  gave 
no  lien  for  the  amount  now  found  to  be  due 
to  Thompson,  because  the  present  claim  was 
not  then  before  the  court.  All  the  items  in 
the  account  as  now  stated  were  not  then  in 
the  record.  Some  of  them  were,  but  not 
stated  in  the  present  form.  The  claim  that 
formed  the  bsisis  of  the  former  decree  was 
for  damages  for  breach  of  contract,  com- 
posed of  two  items,  outlay  and  gains  pre- 
vented, as  formerly  explained.  This  court 
said  the  lo'  r  could  not  be  allowed,  but 
that,  upon  the  ascertainment  of  the  former, 
a  decree  therefor  should  be  entered,  giving 
a  lien  for  it  upon  the  assets  of  the  company, 
and  for  that  purpose  the  cause  was  re- 
manded to  the  circuit  court.  Was  not  every 
question  except  that  of  the  amount  of  com- 
pensation thereby  adjudicated?  The  pres- 
ent demand  was  before  the  court  as  a  part 
of  the  original  claim.  Thompson's  original 
petition  sets  forth  as  an  item  of  damages  the 
(•ost  of  constructing  his  tramroads,  repairs 
of  dams,  and  building  of  bridges,  amounting 
to  $53,258.00,  and  his  amended^  petition  sets 
II, >  the  claim  for  $12,399.63,  making  in  all 
more  than  $67,500.  But  this  court  said  all 
sums  received  by  him  must  be  deducted. 
This  necessitated  a  restatement  of  the  ac- 
count and  the  addition  of  many  items  both 
of  debit  and  credit,  resulting  in  a  decree  for 
about  $48,000  instead  of  $67,500.     It  is  ar- 


gued that  the  language  of  the  last' clause  of 
point  4  of  the  syllabus  of  the  case,  as  re- 
ported in  46  VV.  Va.  56,  33  S.  E.  125,  saying, 
"which  compensation  is  entitled  to  a  prefer- 
ence of  payment  out  of  the  corporate  assets 
in  the  hands  of  the  receiver  in  equal  priority 
with  the  other  obligations  of  the  receiver- 
ship," amounts  to  a  construction  of  all  the 
language  used  by  the  court  on  the  subject 
of  lien,  and  negatives  the  allowance  of  any- 
thing but  the  $12,399.63  item,  because  it 
says  the  amount  shall  have  priority  with  the 
"other  obligations  of  the  receivership;"  in 
other  words,  the  whole  amount  must  be  an 
obligation  of  the  receivership  to  make  it  a 
lien  on  the  assets.  But  does  not  the  court 
declare  and  decide  that  "a  just  compensation 
for  the  actual  expenditure  of  labor  and 
money  in  fulfilment  of  his  contract,  subject 
to  a  deduction  of  all  sums  paid  him,''  shall 
be  allowed  priority  with  the  other  obliga- 
tions of  the  receivership?  It  must  be  one 
of  such  obligations  to  satisfy  the  sense  of  the 
words  "other  obligations"  of  the  like  kind. 
The  question  is.  What  did  the  court  decide? 
not  whether  it  decided  correctly.  Properly 
or  improperly,  it  has  plainly  declared  the 
demand  to  be  an  obligation  of  the  receiver- 
ship and  entitled  to  priority,  and  remanded 
the  cause  for  a  decree  in  accordance  with  the 
adjudicated  principle  governing  the  cause. 
It  was  binding  upon  the  court  below  (Butler 
V.  Thompson,  52  W.  Va.  311,  43  S.  E.  174), 
because  it  was  an  adjudication.  What  is 
res  judicata  as  to  one  court  is  res  judicata 
as  to  all  others,  and  there  is  no  escape  from 
it  except  where  an  appeal  exists.  An  appeal 
to  this  court  from  its  own  decision  rendered 
years  ago  does  not  lie. 
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.  A  iMAater  la  not  liable  to  «  serrant 
for  Imlvrles  caused  by  negligence  of  a  fore- 


man In  directing  work  where  the  master  has 
otherwise  performed  his  duty. 
2.  A  direction  by^  n  foreman  to  nn 
employee  naiiliitlnar  In  iihlftlnar  cars 
to  be  loaded  at  a  mill,  to  push  a  car  put 
in  motion  by  the  impact  of  another  before  it 
has  lost  its  momentum,  Is  not  such  a  change 
In  his  work,  although  he  has  never  done  that 


Note. — As  to  servant's  right  of  action  for  in- 
juries received  in  obeying  direct  command,  see 
ftlso.  In  this  series,  Dallemand  ▼.  Saalfeldt,  48 
L  R.  A.  758,  and  note;  and  the  later  cases  of 
Fhin  T.  Cassidy,  53  L.  R.  A.  877,  and  Long  v. 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  58  L.  R.  A.  237. 

As  to  vice  prlncipalship  considered  with  ref- 
erence to  the  superior  rank  of  a  negligent  serv- 
ant see  Stevens  v.  Chamber  1  in,  51  L.  R.  A.  513, 
and  note;  Norton  Bros.  v.  Nadebok,  54  L.  R.  A. 
M2;  Southern  P.  Co.  v.  Schoer,  57  L.  R.  A. 
T'«T :  Canney  v.  Walkeine,  58  L.  R.  A.  33 ;  and 
t»  L.  R.  A. 


Illinois  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Marshall,  66  L.  R.  A. 
297. 

As  to  vice  prlncipalship  determined  with  re- 
spect to  the  character  of  the  act  which  caused 
the  injury,  see  Lafayette  Bridge  Co.  v.  Olsen, 
54  L.  R.  A.  33,  and  note;  Wellston  Coal  Co.  v. 
Smith,  55  L.  R.  A.  99 ;  Swift  &  Co.  v.  Bleise,  57 
L.  R.  A.  147;  Kelly  v.  New  Haven  S.  B.  Co.  57 
L.  R.  A.  494 ;  Sroufe  v.  Moran  Bros.  Co.  58  L. 
R.  A.  313 ;  Knutter  v.  New  York  &  N.  J.  Teleph. 
Co.  58  L.  R.  A.  808;  Sams  v.  St  Ix)uls  &  M. 
River  R.  Co.  61  L.  R.  A.  475.  and  Southern  In- 
diana R.  Co.  V.  Harrell,  63  L.  R.  A^61. 
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pai'tlcvilar  act  before,  as  to  authorize  him  to 
proceed  at  the  master's  risk. 

3.  The  mere  f«et  tli«t  «  place  wliere  « 
■errant  Is  worklnir  1«  rendered  tem- 
porarily nniiafe  In  the  execution  «of  the 
details  of  the  serrice  does  not,  alone,  make  it 
the  duty  of  the  master  to  be  present  in  per- 
son, or  by  representatlye,  to  protect  the  serv- 
ant from  harm. 

4.  A  servant  ensaered  In  asalatlnar  In 
■hlftlns  cars  to  be  loaded  at  a  mill  as- 
sumes the  risk  of  the  foreman  giving  a  neg- 
ligent command  relative  to  the  handling  of 
the  cars. 

6.  A  servant  employed  to  assist  In 
shlftlnip  cars  to  be  loaded  at  a  mill 
cannot  hold  tlie  master  liable  for  an 
Injury  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the  fore- 
man in  charge  of  the  two  or  three  men  en- 
gaged In  such  work,  but  who  is  not  at  the 
head  of  a  department  of  the  work,  in  direct- 
ing him  to  push  a  car  after  It  has  been  set 
In  motion  by  the  momentum  of  another  car, 
or  in  falling  to  stop  the  latter  after  the  serv- 
ant, in  attempting  to  obey  the  order,  has 
slipped  and  fallen  In  such  a  way  that  he  will 
be  injured  in  case  it  is  not  stopped. 

6.  It  Is  error  to  direct  a  verdict  for 
defendant  in  an  action  by  a  servant  against 
his  master  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
Injuries,  where  there  is  some  evidence  tending 
to  show  that  the  injury  was  caused  by  de- 
fective machinery. 

(January  25,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiflf  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Marion  County 
in  favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  for 
which  defendant  was  alleged  to  be  responsi- 
ble. Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Frank  E.  Oavin,  Theodore  P. 
Davis,  and  James  I*.  Gavin,  for  appel- 
lant : 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  exercise 
reasonable  care"  to  provide  a  safe  working 
place  and  safe  appliances  for  the  servant. 

Island  Goal  Co.  v.  Hicaggerty.  159  Ind. 
664,  62  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.  1020;  Indiana 
Car  Co.  V.  Parkei\  100  Ind.  181. 

If  the  master  authorizes  an  ut?eut  to  per- 
form such  duty,  the  agent,  whatever  his 
rank,  stands  in  the  place  of  the  master. 

Taylor  v.  Evansville  &  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121 
Ind.  126,  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep. 
372,  22  N.  E.  876 ;  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R. 
Co.  V.  Graham,  124  Ind.  89,  24  N.  E.  668; 
SaU  V.  Louisville,  S.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  129  Ind. 
200,  28  N.  E.  183.  611;  Louisville,  E.  d  St. 
L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v.  Uanning,  131  Ind.  528, 
31  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187;  Evans- 
iHlle  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Holcomb,  9  Ind.  App. 
198,  36  N.  E.  39;  O.  H.  Hammond  Co.  v. 
Mason,  12  Ind.  App.  469,  40  N.  E.  642; 
Lebanon  v.  McCoy,  12  Ind.  App.  500,  40  N. 
E.  700;  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  HarreU 
(Ind.  App.)  66  N.  E.  1016. 
i;'.)  L.  R.  A. 


The  duty  of  the  master  is  a  continuing 
one,  not  only  to  make,  but  to  keep,  the 
servant's  working  place  safe, 

Taylor  v.  Evanwille  d  T.  H.  B,  Co.  121 
Ind.  126,  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep. 
372,  22  N.  E.  876 ;  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R. 
Co,  V.  Oraham,  124  Ind.  89,  24  N.  E.  668 : 
.Va«  V.  Louisville,  ?>i.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  129 
Ind.  260,  28  N.  E.  183,  611;  Louisville,  E. 
d  8t.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v.  Hanning,  131  Ind. 
528,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187; 
Evansville  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Holoomh,  9  Ind. 
App.  198,  36  N.  E.  39;  G,  H.  Hammond  Co. 
V.  Mason,  12  Ind.  App.  469,  40  N.  E.  642: 
Lebanon  v.  McCoy,  12  Ind.  App.  600,  40  N. 
E.  700;  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  HarreU 
(Ind.  App.)  66  N.  E.  1016. 

Until  the  agent  selected  by  the  master  act:* 
up  to  the  limit  of  the  duty  of  the  master  to 
act,  the  master's  duty  is  not  done. 

Island  Coal  Co.  v.  Swaggerty,  159  Iiid. 
664,  62  N.  E.  1103,  66  N.  E.  1026;  McElH- 
gott  V.  Randolph,  61  Conn.  157,  29  Am.  St. 
Rep.  181,  22  Atl.  1094;  Gerrish  v.  New 
Haven  Ice  Co.  63  Conn.  9,  27  Atl.  236. 

The  master  must  respond,  not  only  for 
the  misfeasance,  but  also  for  the  nonfea.*- 
ance,  of  him  to  whom  he  has  intrusted  his 
duty. 

Island  Coal  Co.  v.  Buxiggerty,  159  Ind. 
664,  02  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.  1026;  Louis- 
ville, A'.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Oraham,  124  Ind. 
80,  24  N.  E.  668 ;  Chicago,  I.  d  L.  R.  Co.  v. 
Martin,  31  •Ind.  App.  308,  65  N.  E.  591; 
Louisville,  E.  d  St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v. 
Uanning,  131  Ind.  528,  31  Am.  St.  Rc]*. 
443,  31  N.  E.  187;  Eramvilh  d  T.  H.  A'. 
Co.  v.  Holcomb,  9  Ind.  App.  198,  36  N.  E. 
39;  Michael  v.  Roanoke  Mach.  Works,  90 
Va.  492,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  927,  19  S.  E.  261. 
The  master  must  respond  for  his  repre- 
sentative's failure  to  give  the  signal  to  stop 
the  loaded  car  when  tiie  men  stepped  in  be- 
hind the  empty  car  to  push. 

Island  Coal  Co.  v.  Swagger ty,  169  Ind. 
664,  62  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.  1026;  Indiatia 
Car  Co.  V.  Parker,  lOU  ind.  181:  Taylor  \. 
Evansville  d-  7.  H.  R.  Co.  121  Ind.  126,  6  L. 
R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  372,  22  N.  E. 
876;  Louisville,  A.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Gra- 
ham, 121  Ind.  89,  24  N.  E.  668;  Nail  v. 
Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  129  Ind.  260, 
28  N.  E.  183,  611;  Louisville,  E.  d  St.  L. 
Consol.  R.  Co.  V.  Hanning,  131  Ind.  528, 
31  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187;  Evans- 
ville d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Holcomb,  9  Ind.  App. 
198,  36  N.  E.  39;  G.  H.  Hammond  Co.  v. 
Mason,  12  Ind.  App.  469,  40  N.  E.  642; 
Lebanon  v.  McCoy,  12  Ind.  App.  500,  40  N. 
E.  700;  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Harrell 
(Ind.  App.)  66  N.  E.  1016;  McElligott  v. 
Randolph,  61  Conn.  167,  29  Am.  St.  Rep. 
181,  22  Atl.  1094;  Gerrish  v.  New  6aven 
Ice  Go.  63  Conn.  9,  27  Atl.  235 ;  Chicago,  I. 
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dS  L.  12.  Co.  V.  Martin,  31  Ind.  App.  308,  65 
N.  E.  591;  Michael  v.  Roanoke  Mach. 
Works,  90  Va.  492,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  927,  19 
B.  E.  261. 

The  master  must  respond  herein  because 
he  absolutely  failed  to  take  any  precaution 
whatever  to  keep  the  plaintiff's  working 
place  safe  after  he  had  specifically  ordered 
him  to  do  this  particular  work  at  this  par- 
ticular place. 

Taylor  v.  Evansrille  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121 
Ind.  124,  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep. 
;J72,  22  N.  E.  876:  Nail  v.  Louisville,  N.  A. 
d  C.  R.  Co.  129  Tnd.  260,  28  N.  E.  183,  611. 

In  ordering  the  appellant  to  work  at  this 
particular  place,  Haines  was  performing  the 
master's  duty. 

Lebanon  v.  McCoy,  12  Ind.  App.  500,  40 
N.  E.  700;  Tfoblesville  Foundry  d  Mach.  Co. 
V.  Yeaman,  3  Ind.  App.  521.  30  N.  E.  10; 
Taylor  V.  Evansinlle  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121  Ind. 
12(5.  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  372,  22 
X.  E.  876;  McMahon  v.  Ida  Min.  Co.  95 
Wis.  308,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  117,  70  N.  W. 
47S:  Miller  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  109  Mo. 
3.">0,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  673,  19  S.  W.  58; 
Svhrnrder  v.  Chicago  d  A.  R.  Co.  108  Mo. 
:L>2,  18  L.  R,  A.  827,  18  S.  W.  1094;  CaW- 
»ow  V.  Northtcestem  Teleph.  Exch.  Co.  63 
Minn.  428,  65  N.  W.  915;  Shearm.  ^  Redf. 
\(««.  last  ed.  §§  204-233. 

Having  ordered  plaintiff  to  do  this  par- 
ticular work  at  this  particular  place,  de- 
ft'itdant  had  no  right,  by  his  negligence,  to 
make  the  place  unsafe  and  dangerous  for 
the  work,  and  the  haxard  of  his  master's 
iM'irligenoe,  of  which  he  was  ignorant,  can- 
not h»>  imposed  upon  plaintiff. 

Taylor  v.  Evansville  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121 
Iml.  124,  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep. 
372,  22  N.  E.  876;  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R. 
Co.  V.  Graham,  124  Ind.  89,  24  N.  E.  668; 
Sail  V.  Louisrillc,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  129 
Ind.  260,  28  N.  E.  183,  611;  Louisville,  E. 
rf  Ht.  L.  Consol  R,  Co.  v.  Uanning,  131  Ind. 
.">28,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187; 
Kransville  d  T.  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Holcomb,  9  Ind. 
App.  198,  36  N.  E.  39 ;  G.  H.  Hammond  Co. 
r.  Mason,  12  Ind.  ^pp.  469,  40  N.  E.  642; 
'Sohlcsville  Foundry  d  Mach.  Co.  v.  Yea- 
man,  3  Ind.  App.  521,  30  N.  E.  10;  Lebanon 
T.  McCoy.  12  Ind.  App.  500,  40  N.  E.  700; 
hland  Coal  Co  v.  Swaggerty,  159  Ind.  664, 
C2  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.  1026;  Gould  Steel 
('0.  V.  Richards,  30  Ind.  App.  348,  66  N.  E. 
*W:  Houthem  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Harrell 
and.  App.)  66  N.  E.  1016;  Eerdler  v. 
Buck's  Stove  d  Range  Co.  136  Mo.  3, 
37  S.  W.  115:  Michael  v.  Roanoke  Mach. 
Works,  90  Va.  492,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  927,  19 
S.  E.  261;  McMahon  v.  Ida  Min.  Co.  95 
Wi*.  308,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  117,  70  N.  W. 
478:  Miller  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  109  Mo. 
350,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  673,  19  S.  W.  58; 
»L.  R.  A. 


Gerrish  v.  New  Haven  Ice  Co.  63  Conn.  9, 
27  Atl.  235;  Schraeder  v.  Chicago  d  A.  R. 
Co.  108  Mo.  322,  18  L.  R.  A.  827,  18  S.  W. 
1094;  Carlson  v.  Northujestem  Teleph. 
Exch.  Co.  63  Minn.  428,  65  N.  W.  914;  Rah- 
man V.  Minnesota  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  43  Minn. 
42,  44  N.  W.  522;  Hannibal  d  St.  J.  R.  Co. 
V.  Fox,  31  pan.  586,  3  Pac.  320. 

A  servant  who  was  obeying  a  specific 
order  of  his  superior  in  charge  "had  the 
right  to  assume,  in  the  absence  of  warning 
or  notice  to  the  contrary,  that  in  conform- 
ing to  the  order  he  would  not  be  subjected 
to  injury." 

Republic  Iron  d  Steel  Co.  v.  Berkes,  162 
Ind.  517,  70  N.  E.  815. 

Messrs.  Elm'^r  E.  Steveaaoa  and  Ed- 
ward H.  KaiKht,  for  appellee: 

The  appellant  and  E.  A.  Haines,  the  fore- 
man whose  negligence  is  complained  of,  are 
shown  by  the  evidence  to  have  been  engaged 
i^  the  performance  of  a  common  service  for 
the  master  at  the  time  of  the  accident  to 
appellant,  and  they  were  therefore  fellow 
servants. 

Smallwood  v.  Bedford  Quarries  Co.  28  Ind. 
App.  692,  63  N.  E.  869;  StaMard  Cement 
Co.  v.  Minor,  27  Ind.  App.  479,  61  N.  E. 
684;  Salem  Stone  d  Lime  Co.  v.  Chastain. 
9  Ind.  App.  453,  36  N.  E.  910;  Peirce  v. 
Oliver,  18  Ind.  App.  87,  47  N.  E.  485; 
American  Teleph.  d  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Bower,  20 
Ind.  App.  32,  49  N.  E.  182;  Kemer  v.  Balti- 
more d  O.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  149  Ind.  21,  48  N. 
E.  304;  Ross  v.  Union  Cement  d  Lime  Oo. 
26  Ind.  App.  463,  68  N.  E.  500;  Southern 
Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66 
N.  E.  886;  Brazil  d  C.  Coal  Co.  v.  Cain,  98 
Ind.  282;  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Isom,  10  Ind.  App.  691,  38  N.  E.  423; 
Indianapolis  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnson, 
102  Ind.  352,  26  N.  E.  200;  Capper  v.  Louis- 
ville, E.  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  103  Ind.  305,  2 
N.  E.  749;  Conley  v.  Portland,  78  Me.  217, 
3  Atl.  058:  Reese  v.  Biddle,  112  Pa.  72,  3 
Atl.  813;  McLaughlin  v.  Camden  Iron 
Works,  60  N.  J.  L.  557,  38  Atl.  677 ;  Morg- 
ridge  v.  Providence  Teleph.  Co.  20  R.  I.  386, 
78  Am.  St.  Rep.  879,  39  Atl.  328;  Kelly  v. 
Hogan,  37  Misc.  761,  76  N.  Y.  Supp.  913; 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Peter- 
son, 14  Ind.  App.  634,  43  N.  E.  270,  136  Ind. 
398,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  327,  35  N.  E.  7; 
Elliott,  Railroads,  §  222 ;  Brothers  v.  Cart- 
ter,  52  Mo.  373,  14  Am.  Rep.  424;  Mc- 
Dermott  v.  Boston,  1.33  Mass.  349:  Pertgo 
V.  Indianapolis  Brewing  Co.  21  Ind.  App. 
338,  52  N.  E.  402;  Cincinnati,  H.  d  D.  R. 
Co.  V.  Voght,  26  Ind.  App.  665,  60  N.  E. 
797;  Mahcr  v.  Thropp,  59  N.  J.  L.  186.  35 
Atl.  1057;  Fraker  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  d  M.  R. 
Co.  32  Minn.  54,  19  N.  W.  349;  Justice  v. 
Pennsylvania  Co.  130  Ind.  321,  30  N.  E. 
303;   Houser  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d^.  R.  C 
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60  I<ma,  230,  46  Am.  Rep.  65,  14  N.  W. 
778;  Taylor  v.  Evansville  d  T,  H,  R.  Co. 
121  Ind.  124,  6  L.  R,  A.  584,  16  Am.  St. 
Rep.  372,  22  N.  E.  876;  Northern  P.  R,  Co, 
V.  Peterson,  162  U.  S.  346,  40  L.  ed.  994, 
16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  843. 

A  foreman  is  a  fellow  servant  of  those 
working  with  him;  and  for  the  foreman's 
negligence  in  the  discharge  of  those  duties 
owing  by  him  to  the  master,  resulting  in  in- 
jury to  a  servant  working  with  such  fore- 
man, the  master  is  not  liable. 

Indiana  Car  Co.  v.  Parker,  100  Ind.  181; 
IVew?  Piitshuryh  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Peter- 
son, 136  Ind.  398,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  327,  35  N. 
E.  7;  Halem  Stone  d  Lime  Co.  v.  Chastainj 
9  Ind.  App.  453,  30  N.  E.  910;  Southern 
Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66 
N.  E.  886;  Brazil  d  C.  Coal  Co.  v.  Cain,  98 
Ind.  282:  Crispin  v.  Bahhitt,  81  N.  Y.  616, 
37  Am.  Rep.  521. 

The  test  to  determine  whether  an  em- 
ployee is  a  vice  principal  or  a  fellow 
8er\-ant  is  not  his  title  or  rank,  or  power 
to  employ  or  discharge,  but  the  nature  of 
tlie  service  that  is  being  performed  at  the 
time  of  the  accident. 

Peirce  v.  Oliver,  18  Ind.  App.  87,  47  N. 
E.  485 :  Robertson  v.  Chicago  d  E.  R.  Co. 
146  Ind.  486,  45  N.  E.  055;  Justice  v.  Penn- 
sylvania Co.  130  Ind.  321,  30  N.  E.  303; 
Ross  v.  Union  Cement  d  Lime  Co.  25  Ind. 
App.  403,  58  N.  E.  500:  Perigo  v.  Indianap- 
olis BrcLi-ing  Co.  21  Ind.  App.  338,  52  N. 
E.  402. 

If  there  was  any  negligence  on  the  part 
of  IJaines  in  failing  to  warn  the  appellant, 
it  was  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant. 

New  Pittsburgh  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Peter- 
son, 14  Ind.  App.  034.  43  N.  E.  270;  Cole 
Bros.  V.  Wood,  II  Ind.  App.  37,  30  N.  E. 
1074;  Kerner  v.  Baltimore  d  O.  8.  W.  R. 
Co.  149  Ind.  21,  48  N.  E.  364;  Klochinski 
V.  Shores  Lumber  Co.  93  Wis.  417,  07  N.  W. 
934. 

When  the  master  has  furnished  appliances 
reasonably  safe  and  fitted  for  the  purposes 
intended,  and  exercised  reasonable  care  to 
so  keep  them,  he  is  not  liable  to  a  servant 
injured  by  reason  of  the  negligent,  unskil- 
ful, or  improper  use  thereof  by  other  serv- 
ants, even  if  the  latter  be  superior  in  rank 
to  the  injured  servant.  The  proper  use  of 
such  implements  is  a  duty  owing  to  the 
master  from  all  his  servants. 

12  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  953, 
954;  Kemer  v.  Baltimore  d  0.  S.  W.  R. 
Co.  149  Ind.  21,  48  N.  E.  304;  Boosier 
Stone  Co.  v.  McCain,  133  Ind.  231,  31  N.  E. 
956;  Drinkout  v.  Eagle  Mach.  Works.  90 
Ind.  423;  McKinnon  v.  Norcross,  148  Mass. 
633,  3  L.  R.  A.  320,  20  N.  E.  183 ;  McDer- 
moit  V.  Boston,  133  Mass.  349;  O'Brien  v. 
American  Dredging  Co.  53  N.  J.  L.  291,  21 
09  L.  R.  A. 


Atl.  324;  McOinty  v.  Athol  Reservoir  Co. 
155  Mass.  183,  29  N.  E.  510;  Lothrop  v. 
Fitchburg  R.  Co.  150  Mass.  423,  23  N.  E. 
227;  Howard  v.  Hood,  156  Mass.  391,  29  N. 
E.  630;  Johnson  v.  Boston  Tow-Boat  Co. 
135  Mass.  209,  46  Am.  Rep.  458;  O'Keefe 
V.  Broumell,  156  Mass.  131,  30  N.  E.  479 : 
Columbus  d  I.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Arnold,  31  Ind. 
174,  99  Am.  Dec.  615;  Ncutz  v.  Jackson  Hill 
Coal  d  Cok^  Co.  139  Ind.  411,  38  N.  E.  324, 
39  N.  E.  147 ;  Robertson  v,  Chicago  d  E.  R. 
Go.  146  Ind.  480,  45  N.  E.  666;  Southern 
Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66 
N.  E.  886;  Ross  v.  Union  Cement  d  Lime 
Co.  25  Ind.  App.  463,  58  N.  E.  500;  Meehan 
V.  Spcirs  Mfg.  Co.  172  Mass.  375,  52  N.  E. 
518;  Peirce  v.  Oliver,  18  Ind.  App.  87,  47 
N.  E.  485 :  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Abend, 
7  111.  App.  130. 

A  master  is  not  chargeable  with  negli- 
gence on  account  of  a  place  for  work  made 
dangerous  alone  by  the  carelessness  and 
neglect  of  fellow  servants,  or  for  the  negli- 
gent manner  in  which  they  use  the  tools  or 
materials  furnished  to  them  for  their  work. 

Hussey  v.  Coger.  112  N.  Y.  614,  3  L.  R. 
A.  559,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  787,  20  N.  E.  556;  12 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  953,  954; 
Keener  v.  Baltimore  d  0.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  149 
Ind.  21,  48  N.  E.  364;  Robertson  v.  Chicago 
d  E.  R.  Co.  146  Ind.  486,  45  N.  E.  655; 
Mcf'han  v.  Speirs  Mfg.  Co.  172  Mass.  375, 
52  N.  E.  518:  Hermann  v.  Port  Blakely  Mill 
Co.  71  Fed.  853. 

A  master  is  not  required  to  be  present  at 
all  times  superintending  the  work,  but  the 
details  of  the  work  and  the  manner  of  its 
execution  must  usually  be  intrusted  to 
workmen,  for  whose  negligence  in  the  per- 
formance of  such  details  of  the  work  the 
master  is  not  liable  to  other  servants. 

Kcrncr  v.  Baltimore  d,  0.  S.  W.  R.  Co, 
149  Ind.  21,  48  N.  E.  304:  Southern  Indiana 
R.  Co.  V.  Martin,  100  Ind.  280,  60  N.  E. 
880;  Hussey  v.  Coger,  112  N.  Y.  614,  3  L. 
R.  A.  559,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  787,  20  N.  E. 
550;  O'Brien  v.  American  Dredging  Co.  53 
N.  J.  L.  291,  21  Atl.  324;  Cullen  v.  Norton, 
120  N.  Y.  1,  26  N.  E.  905;  Central  R.  Co.  v. 
Keeyan,  160  U.  S.  259,  40  L.  ed.  418,  16 
Sup.  Ct,  Rep.  269;  Potter  v.  New  York  C. 
d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  136  N.  Y.  77,  32  N.  E.  603. 

Where  one  servant  is  injured  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  his  fellow  servant,  the  duties  of 
both  being  such  as  to  bring  them  into  habit- 
ual association,  as  in  this  case,  so  that  they 
may  exercise  a  mutual  influence  upon  each 
other,  promotive  of  proper  caution,  and  the 
master  is  not  guilty  of  any  negligence  in 
employing  the  servant  causing  the  injury, 
the  master  is  not  liable. 

Bier  v.  Jeffersonville,  M.  d  I.  R.  Co.  1.32 
Ind.  78,  31  N.  E.  471;  Chicago  d  E.  I.  R. 
Co.   V.   Kneirim,   152   III    458,   43   Am.   St. 
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Rep.  259,  39  N.  E.  324;  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  V.  Moranda,  93  111.  302,  34  Am.  Rep. 

IU8:   Chicago  d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  O^Bryan,   15 

111.  App.   134;   Indiana  Car  Vo.  v.  Parker, 

100  Ind.  181. 

An  employee  assumes,  not  only  the  ordi- 
nary diingers  of  his  employment  which  are 
known  to  him,  but  also  sucli  as,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  ordinary  diligence,  could  have  been 
known  to  him. 

Bailey,  Master's  Liability  for  Injuries  to 
Servant,  pp.  162  et  acq.;  Penn/iylvania  Co. 
V.  Ebaugh,  152  Ind.  631,  53  N.  E.  763; 
Chicago  d  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Wagner,  17  Ind. 
App.  22,  45  N.  E.  76,  1121;  Russell  v.  Til- 
lotson,  140  Mass.  201,  4  N.  E.  231 ;  Coming 
i<lc€l  Co,  V.  Pohlplatz,  29  Ind.  App.  250, 
♦54  N.  E.  476;  Romona  Oolitic  Stone  Co.  v. 
Tate,  12  Ind.  App.  57,  37  N.  E.  1065,  39  N. 
E,  529;  Diamond  Plate  Glass  Co.  v.  De 
Hority,  143  Ind.  381,  40  N.  E.  681;  Chicago, 
1.  6  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Glover,  154  Ind.  584,  57  N. 
E.  244;  Kantucky  d  I.  Bridge  Co.  v.  East- 
man, 7  Ind.  App.  514,  34  N.  E.  835;  Linton 
Coal  d  Min.  Co.  v.  Persons,  15  Ind.  App. 
♦)9,  43  N.  E.  651;  Day  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  d 
>'f.  L.  R.  Co.  137  Ind.  206,  36  N.  E.  854; 
i^iuart  V.  New  Albany  Mfg.  Co.  15  Ind. 
App.  184,  43  N.  E.  961. 

U  a  servant  with  knowledge  of  existing 
t'linditions,  or  the  means  of  obtaining  such 
knowledge,  without  objection  adopts  the 
more  dangerous  method  of  doing  the  work, 
Un^ause  it  is  convenient,  the  risk  is  his  own. 

Wabash  Paper  Co.  v.  Webb,  146  Ind. 
:W3,  45  N.  E.  474;  8t.  Louis  Bolt  d  Iron  Co. 
V.  Brcnnan,  20  111.  App.  555 ;  8t.  Louis  Bolt 
d  Iron  Co.  V.  Burke,  12  111.  App.  369; 
Bailey,  Personal  Injuries  Relating  to  Master 
A  Servant,  §§  1121-1150;  Beach,  Contrib. 
Neg.  3d  ed.  §  299,  note,  p.  242;  Elliott, 
Railroads,  §  1313;  Consolidated  Stone  Co. 
v.  Redmon,  23  Ind.  App.  319,  55  N.  E,  454; 
Krskine  ▼.  Chino  Valley  Beet-Sugar  Co.  71 
Fed.  270. 

When  a  servant  knows  facts  from  which 
he  can,  as  well  as  the  master,  determine  the 
probability  of  danger,  he  assumes  the  risk, 
even  though  he  may  not  know  of  the  actual 
<ianger. 

McGahan  v.  Indianapolis  Natural  Gas  Co. 
140  Ind.  335,  29  L.  R.  A-  355,  49  Am.  St. 
Rep.  199,  37  N.  E.  601;  Hines  v.  Willcox, 
^6  Tenn.  148,  34  L.  R.  A.  824,  54  Am.  St. 
Rep.  823,  33  S.  W.  914;  Mitchell  v.  Stewart, 
187  Pa.  217,  40  Atl.  799 ;  Kibele  v.  Phila- 
^Iphia,  106  Pa.  41. 

The  master  is  not  bound  to  furnish  Im- 
plements of  the  best  or  most  approved  pat- 
tern, or  of  any  particular  design. 

Jarobson  v.  Cornelius,  52  Hun,  377,  5  N. 
V.  Supp.  306;  Harley  v.  Buffalo  Car  Mfg. 
<'o.  142  X.  Y.  31,  36  N.  E.  813;  Lake  Shore 
d  U.  S.  R.  Co.  ▼.  MoCormick,  74  Ind.  440. 
«fl  L.  R.  A. 


Where  an  accident  is  unusual,  and  could 
not  have  been  reasonably  anticipated  by  a 
master  in  the  light  of  long  experience,  there 
can  be  no  culpable  negligence  upon  his  part, 
and  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff  cannot  stand. 

Wabash,  St.  L.  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Locke,  112 
Ind.  404,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  193,  14  N.  E.  391 ; 
Standard  Oil  Co.  v.  Helmick,  148  Ind.  457, 
47  N.  E.  14;  Consolidated  Stone  Co.  v.  Red- 
mon, 23  Ind.  App.  319,  55  N.  E.  454;  Craven 
V.  Mayers,  105  Mass.  271,  42  N.  E.  1131; 
Kitteringham  v.  Sioux  City  d  P.  R.  Co.  62 
Iowa,  285,  17  N.  W.  585;  Evansville  d  T. 
H.  R.  Co.  V.  Krapf,  143  Ind.  647,  36  N.  E. 
901;  Qassaway  v.  Georgia  Southern  R.  Co. 
69  Ga.  347 ;  Sjogren  v.  Hall,  53  Mich.  274, 
18  N.  W.  812;  Loftus  v.  Union  Ferry  Co. 
84  N.  Y.  455,  38  Am.  Rep.  533;  McGrell 
v.  Buffalo  Office  Bldg.  Co.  153  N.  Y.  265, 
47  N.  E.  305;  Del  Sejnore  v.  Hallinan,  153 
N.  Y.  274,  47  N.  E.  308;  Ayers  v.  Rochester 
R.  Co.  156  N.  Y.  104,  50  N.  E.  960;  Baxter 
v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  104  Wis.  307,  80 
N.  W.  644;  Deisenrieter  v.  Kraus-Merkel 
Malting  Co.  97  Wis.  279,  72  N.  W.  735; 
Wilber  v.  Follansbee,  97  Wis.  577,  72  N.  W. 
741,  73  N.  W.  569. 

Glllett,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Appellant  instituted  this  action  to  recov- 
er for  an  injury  to  his  person  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  appel- 
lee. It  is  unnecessary  to  make  any  particu- 
lar statement  of  the  issues.  Upon  the  close 
of  the  evidence  introduced  on  behalf  of  the 
defense,  the  court  instructed  the  jury  to  re- 
turn a  verdict  in  favor  of  appellee.  The 
record  presents  the  question  as  to  the  pro- 
priety of  this  action  upon  the  part  of  the 
court. 

There  is  a  question  in  the  case  as  to 
whether  a  certain  appliance  was  defective, 
but,  laying  this  matter  aside  for  the  present, 
it  may  be  said  that,  after  giving  appellant 
the  benefit  of  all  disputed  questions  upon  the 
evidence,  the  following  facts  are  shown  by 
the  bill  of  exceptions:  On  July  4,  1900,  ap- 
pellee was,  and  for  some  time  prior  thereto 
had  been,  operating  a  flour  mill,  and  an  ele- 
vator in  connection  therewith,  at  Nobles- 
ville,  Indiana.  Appellee  did  not  give  the 
business  his  personal  attention.  One  Ander- 
son was  the  general  manager  thereof,  and 
the  evidence  shows  that  he  occasionally  gave 
directions  to  the  workmen.  Under  him  was 
one  Haines,  who  had  charge  of  tne  loading, 
weighing,  and  handling  of  cars  used  by  ap- 
pellee, as  well  as  of  the  exchange  business 
in  connection  with  the  mill.  So  far  as 
shown,  he  had  but  three  or  four  men  under 
him.  Appellant  was  employed  by  Anderson 
about  the  middle  of  May,  1900.  He  was  told 
that  he  would  be  subject  to  the  instructions  j 
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of  Haines.  Appellant  worked  under  Haines 
in  loading  cars,  and  in  moving  them  on  a 
siding  used  in  connection  with  the  plant; 
but,  when  there  was  no  work  of  that  kind 
to  do  he  was  given  general,  or,  as  he  de- 
scribes it,  "roustabout,"  work  upon  the 
premises.  The  mill  was  about  150  feet  north 
of  the  elevator.  The  siding  was  on  the  east 
side  of  the  mill  and  of  the  elevator,  and 
when  cars  were  loaded  at  the  mill  they  were 
pulled  down  to  or  just  beyond  a  track  scale 
which  was  in  front  of  the  latter  building. 
From  one  to  three  cars  were  handled  per 
day.  The  men  would  sometimes  push  an 
empty  car  between  the  two  points,  but  the 
method  of  taking  a  loaded  car  from  the  mill 
to  the  elevator  was  by  means  of  an  appli- 
ance in  the  elevator  known  as  a  "car  puller." 
The  power  was  transmitted  from  this  ap- 
pliance to  the  car  by  means  of  a  rope.  The 
car  puller  would  draw  the  car  at  the  rate 
of  45  feet  per  minute.  The  rope  passed  out 
of  the  elevator  through  a  window  which  was 
so  situated  that,  by  attaching  the  rope  to 
the  rear  truck  of  the  car,  it  could  be  pulled 
until  the  rear  end  of  it  was  just  south  of  the 
scale.  Anderson  had  explained  to  appel- 
lant at  different  times  that  it  was  neces- 
sary' for  a  man  to  stand  in  the  window  to 
signal  the  man  in  charge  of  the  car  puller 
when  to  shut  off  the  power.  Haines  ordina- 
rily did  this,  but  he  frequently  designated 
some  one  of  the  men  to  do  it.  On  quite  a 
number  of  occasions  appellant  had  done 
this.  A  short  distance  south  of  the  scales 
two  tracks  came  into  the  siding, — one  from 
the  Lake  Erie  &  Western  Railroad,  and  the 
other  from  the  Chicago  &  Southeastern 
Bjillroad.  Appellant  had  helped  to  push 
cars  between  the  mill  and  the  elevator,  and 
had  assisted  in  pulling  cars  onto  the  inter- 
secting tracks  to  the  south.  Haines  ordi- 
narily worked  with  his  men.  He  possessed 
no  power  to  hire  or  discharge  them.  Appel- 
lant was  forty-two  years  old,  and  had  had 
a  reasonable  amount  of  general  experience 
about  machinery.  He  admits  that  he  was 
thoroughly  familiar  with  the  surroundings 
outside  the  mill  and  elevator.  During  the 
night  of  July  3,  1900,  two  cars  were  pushed 
into  the  siding  by  the  Lake  Erie  &  Western 
for  appellee's  use.  The  next  morning  the 
north  car  was  loaded  at  the  mill.  The  other 
car  stood  partially  on  the  scale,  but  the 
greater  part  of  it  was  to  the  south  thereof, 
it  was  necessary  to  pull  the  loaded  car  down 
to  the  scale  to  weigh  it,  and  then  to  get  the 
empty  car  to  the  north.  Haines,  appellant, 
and  another  man  started  to  do  this  work. 
The  rope  was  fastened  to  the  rear  truck  of 
the  loaded  car,  and  Haines  stood  at  the  win- 
dow to  stop  the  car  when  it  stood  upon  the 
scale.  It  seems  to  have  been  appellant's  ex- 
pectation, since  it  was  the  practice,  that  a 
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chock  would  be  put  under  one  of  the  wheels 
when  the  car  reached  the  proper  position. 
Haines  said  to  the  two  m^n,  as  the  car  was 
approaching;  "When  that  loaded  car  comes 
down  and  bumps  that  empty  car,  you  keep 
it  going  down  the  switch."  Appellant  testi- 
fied that  his  understanding  of  the  order  was 
that  when  the  two  cars  got  far  enough  apart 
so  that  they  could  get  in  between  them,  and 
before  the  empty  car  had  lost  its  momen- 
tum, they  were  to  get  in  and  push.  The  two 
men  undertook  to  do  so,  and,  as  appellant 
was  pushing,  he  slipped,  and  one  of  his  feet 
was  caught  by  the  llange  of  a  wheel  of  tlie 
loaded  car.  Both  appellant  and  his  associate 
cried  out.  Their  cries  were  heard  by  a  man 
inside,  but  the  car  continued  to  move  for  a 
minute  or  a  minute  and  a  half,  during 
which  time  appellant's  foot  slipped  alon^ 
the  rail  for  a  little  distance,  but  the  out- 
come of  it  was  that  his  foot  was  crushed. 
Appellant  did  not  look  back  after  steppinij^ 
between  the  cars.  He  supposed  that  the 
loaded  car  would  be  stopped.  He  had  nevtM- 
been  called  on  before  to  help  push  a  car  that 
had  been  started  by  a  car  behind  it. 

Assuming  that  Haines  was  guilty  of  nt«- 
ligence  in  giving  tne  r.rder,  and  in  failing  t<i 
signal  to  stop  the  car  puller  the  moment 
that  he  was  apprised  that  appellant's  foot 
was  caught,  it  is  to  be  determined  whether 
Haines  occupied  sucn  a  relation  to  the  work 
that  appellee  should  be  held  responsible  for 
the  consequences  which  ensued.  If  there  i^ 
any  liability  in  this  case,  it  must  be  plactnl 
on  a  common-law  ground,  since  appellee  in 
an  individual. 

The  extreme  doctrine  concerning  who  art* 
fellow  servants,  which  was  declared  in  Co- 
lumbus d  I.  C.  R.  Co.  V.  AmoW,  31  Ind.  174. 
90  Am.  Dec.  615,  is  no  longer  the  law   of 
this  state.  There  have  been  innovations  up- 
on the  doctrine  as  declared  in  that  case,  in 
the  direction  of  a  more  liberal  rule  in  favor 
of  injured  employees,  but  not  to  the  extent 
of   permitting   a   recovery^  on   the  ground;^ 
suggested.    Appellant's    counsel    cite    upon 
this  branch  of  the  case  the  following   au- 
thoritii^s:    Indiana  Car  Co.  v.  Parker,  lOO 
Ind.  181;   Taylor  v.  Evansville  ^  T.  H.    If. 
Co.  121  Ind.  124,  6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St. 
Rep.  372,  22  N.  E.  876;   Nail  v.  Loi/wtnl/o. 
N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  129  Ind.  260,  28  X.    E. 
183,  611;  Louisville,  E.  d  St.  L.  Consol.    If. 
Co.  V.  Hanning,   131  .Ind.  528,  31  Am.    St. 
Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187:  Hoosier  Stone  Cc. 
V.    McCain,    133    Ind.    231,   31    N.   E.    95« : 
Island  Coal  Co.  v.  Stcaggerty,  159  Ind.  66-t, 
62  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.'  1026.   Indiana  Oar 
Co.  v.   Parker,    100   Ind.    181,   was  a   cnsc^ 
where  a  duty  of  the  master  was  neglected, 
in  failing  to  furnish  a  safe  place  to  work. 
It  is  therein  very  clearly  pointed  out  that, 
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owes  to  the  servant,  they  cannot  be  delegat- 
ed, and  that  therefore  the  omission  of  the 
servant  to  whom  their  performance  is  in- 
trusted is  necessarily  the  omission  of  the 
master.  The  case,  however,  gives  no  recog- 
nition to  the  view  that  rank  or  superiority 
in  senice  upon  the  part  of  a  commanding 
servant  is  a  controlling  factor  in  the  solu- 
tion of  the  question  as  to  liability.  On  the 
contrary,  it  was  snid:  "The  rules  which 
these  decisions  so  firmly  establish  as  the  law 
of  this  state  may  be  thus  stated:  First.  The 
master  is  not  liable  to  a  servant  for  in- 
juries resulting  from  the  negligence  of  a  fel- 
low servant  engaged  in  the  same  general 
line  of  duty,  where  the  negligent  act  is  per- 
formed in  the  capacity  of  a  servant.  Sec- 
ond. Servants  engaged  in  the  same  general 
line  of  duty  are  fellow  servants,  although 
one  may  be  a  superior,  and  the  others  may 
be  subordinate  servants,  under  his  immedi- 
ate direction  and  control."  In  Taylor  v. 
Kvan»tiUe  d  T.  H.  R.  Co,  121  Ind.  124,  6 
L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  372,  22  N.  E. 
876,  it  was  held  that  the  company  was  lia- 
ble to  a  servant  who  was  injured,  while  act- 
ing under  a  special  order  of  the  master 
mechanic,  owing  to  a  negligent  act  done  by 
the  latter.  The  case  does  not  rest  upon  the 
theory  that  the  master  mechanic  occupied  a 
position  analogous  to  that  of  a  foreman,  but 
on  the  proposition  that,  in  view  of  the  full 
authority  which  he  had  over  the  men,  ma- 
chinery, and  work,  he  stood  for  the  master 
in  the  particular  circumstances.  The  fol- 
lowing extract  from  the  opinion  will  suffi- 
ciently show  the  effect  of  the  decision:  "We 
do  not  affirm  that  an  employee  with  author- 
ity to  command  may  not  be  a  fellow  serv- 
ant. On  the  contrary,  we  hold  that  one  hav- 
ing authority  to  command  may  still  be  a 
fellow  servant;  but  we  bold  also,  that, 
where  the  position  is  such  as  to  invest  the 
employee  with  sole  charge  of  a  branch  or  de- 
partment of  the  employer's  business,  the 
employee,  as  to  that  branch  or  department, 
may  be  deemed  a  vice  principal  while  en- 
gaged in  giving  orders  or  directing  their 
execution."  In  A'aH  v.  Louiavxlle,  N.  A.  d 
C.  R.  Co.  129  Ind.  260,  28  N.  E.  183,  611, 
a  ser\'ant  was  called  out,  with  a  large  force 
of  men,  to  save  a  bridge  which  a  freshet 
threatened  with  destruction.  While  labor- 
ing in  the  waters,  as  he  was  directed  to  do 
by  an  employee  who  had  solely  been  intrust- 
ed with  the  work  of  endeavoring  to  save  the 
bridge,  the  servant  was  killed  by  reason  of 
a  negligent  order  given  by  the  man  in 
charge  of  the  work  as  to  the  movement  of 
a  locomotive.  It  was  held  that  the  master 
was  liable.  In  the  opinion  of  the  petition 
for  a  rehearing,  it  was  said:  "One  who  is 
placed  in  charge  of  a  force  of  men  engaged 
in  any  of  those  occupations,  whose  duties 
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are  limited  to  carrying  on  the  work  or  di- 
recting it,  whether  actively  assisting  there- 
in or  not,  and  who  is  invested  with  no  au- 
thority, or  charged  with  no  duty,  in  fur- 
nishing places  or  appliances  for  the  \w)rk, 
or  in  the  employment  or  retention  of  em- 
ployees, is  himself  usually  a  mere  coem- 
ployee.  His  duties  require  him  to  use,  or 
superintend  and  direct  the  using  of,  places 
and  appliances,  and  to  control  employees 
furnished  by  the  master.  If,  however,  he  is 
given  additional  authority,  and  is  charged 
with  the  duty  of  furnishing  places  to  work, 
and  appliances  for  the  work,  and  is  auth- 
orized to  employ  and  discharge  operatives, 
he  is,  as  to  such  things,  not  a  coemployee, 
but  speaks  and  acts  as  the  master.  One  who 
is  placed  in  unrestricted  control  of  a  given 
department  by  his  master,  and  is  clothed 
with  the  power  to  command  the  services  of 
tlie  other  employees,  not  simply  to  see  that 
they  faithfully  discharge  the  duties  ordi- 
narily pertaining  to  their  employment,  and 
in  the  usual  places,  with  the  usual  appliances 
provided  therefor,  but  has  authority  to  re- 
quire of  them  the  performance  of  other 
duties  in  other  places  and  with  other  appli- 
ances,— who  has  the  authority  to  call  the 
sectionmen,  the  bridge  builders,  the  freight 
handlers,  and  the  laborers  from  the  gravel 
pit  and  gravel  traiu,  and  require  of  all  that 
they  unite  in  averting  the  threatened  de- 
struction of  a  bridge, — is  certainly  in  such 
matters  more  than  a  mere  fellow  servant 
with  those  thus  subject  to  his  control."  In 
Louiftvillef  E.  d  8t.  L.  Conaol.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hannitig.  131  Ind.  628,  31  Am.  St.  Rep. 
443,  31  N.  E.  187,  it  was  held  that  the  rail- 
road company  was  liable  where  a  servant 
was  killed  while  engaged  in  the  repair  of 
a  car  on  a  track  used  for  switching;  it  ap- 
pearing that  the  servant  was  called  from  his 
regular  work,  and  had  engaged  in  the  repair 
of  the  car  at  the  special  command  of  the 
general  foreman  of  the  company's  repair 
shops,  and  that  such  foreman  had  neglected 
to  put  out  flags,  as  it  was  alleged  that  it 
was  his  duty  to  do,  and  as  decedent  sup- 
posed had  been  done.  In  Hooaier  Stone  Co. 
V.  McCain,  133  Ind.  231,  31  N.  E.  956,  the 
facts  were  that,  while  two  ears  were  being 
loaded  with  stone  they  started,  and,  running 
down  a  grade,  caused  the  death  of  a  servant 
who  was  unloading  coal  from  a  car  which 
was  standing  further  down  the  track.  The 
superintendent  was  present,  and  had  di- 
rected the  loading  of  the  cars  above,  and 
the  jury  found  that  there  was  nothing  to 
prevent  him  from  seeing  that  the  cars  were 
not  sufficiently  stationed.  In  deciding  the 
case,  this  court  said:  "It  sufficiently  ap- 
pears, upon  a  fair  and  reasonable  construc- 
tion of  the  facts  stated,  that  the  superin- 
tendent    represented     the     corporation    of 
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which  appellee's  intestate  was  an  employee. 
He  was  placed  in  charge  of  the  quarry  and 
the  connected  business,  and,  in  conducting 
and  controlling  the  quarry  and  the  con- 
nected business,  he  was,  in  law  and  in  fact, 
occupying  the  position  of  a  master,  and  not 
that  of  a  mere  fellow  servant.  If  he  repre- 
sented the  master,  his  negligence,  if  he  was 
guilty  of  negligence,  was  that  of  the  em- 
ployer." 

Although  it  is  not  cited  by  counsel  for  ap- 
pellant, we  call  attention,  in  passing,  to  the 
case  of  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.R.  Co.  v.  Hecfc, 
151  Ind.  292,  50  N.  E.  988.  It  was  there 
held  that  the  railroad  company  was  liable 
for  the  negligence  of  a  train  despatcher  in 
sending  an  improper  order;  it  appearing 
that  he  was  authorized  to  send  orders  in  the 
name  of  the  division  superintendent,  and 
had  done  so  in  the  instance  in  question. 
The  ruling  was  based  on  the  ground  that  the 
despatcher  was  authorized  to  act  for  one 
who  was  a  vice  principal,  and  on  the  fur- 
ther ground  that  the  master's  business  was 
of  such  a  character  that  superintendence 
upon  its  part  was  necessary  in  the  opera- 
tion of  its  trains. 

The  case  of  Island  Coal  Co.  v.  Stoaggerty, 
159  Ind.  604,  62  N.  E.  1103,  65  N.  E.  1026, 
may  be  said,  in  a  general  way,  to  belong  to 
that  class  of  cases  to  which  Taylor  v.  Evans- 
ville  &  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121  Ind.  124,  6  L.  R.  A. 
584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  372,  22  N.  E.  876; 
Nail  v.  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  U.  R,  Co,  129 
Ind.  260,  28  N.  E.  183,  611 ;  Louisville,  E.  <£- 
St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v.  Banning,  131  Ind. 
528,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  N.  E.  187,  and 
Hoosier  Stone  Co.  v.  McCain,  133  Ind.  231, 
31  N.  E.  956,  belong.  It  was  a  case  where 
a  servant  was  injured  who  had  gone  into  a 
dangerous  place  pursuant  to  the  special  com- 
mand of  the  master's  sole  representative  be- 
low ground,  and  where  the  latter  had  been 
guilty  of  negligence  in  failing  to  stop  the 
descent  of  an  elevator. 

Notwithstanding  the  view  which  this 
court  has  sanctioned  as  to  the  liability  of 
the  master  to  a  servant  for  the  negligence  of 
an  employee  who  is  over  the  whole  service, 
or  over  a  large  department  of  it,  yet  it  has 
never  given  any  recognition  to  what  is 
termed  the  "superior  servant  doctrine."  On 
the  contrary,  it  has  always  maintained  that 
the  master  was  not  liable  for  the  act  of  a 
mere  foreman  in  giving  directions  concern- 
ing the  work  to  a  servant  working  under 
him,  where  the  place  and  appliances  fur- 
nished by  the  master  were  proper.  Indiana 
Car  Co.  V.  Parker,  100  Ind.  181,  and  cases 
cited;  Indianapolis  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  John- 
son, 102  Ind.  352,  26  N.  E.  200;  Pittsburgh 
C.  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Adams,  105  Ind.  151,  5 
N.  E.  187;  Justice  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  130 
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Ind.  321,  30  N.  E.  303;  New  Pittsburgh  Coal 
d  Coke  Co.  V.  Peterson,  136  Ind.  398,  43  Am. 
St.  Rep.  327,  35  N.  E.  7;  Bedford  Belt  R. 
Co.  v.  Brown,  142  Ind.  659,  42  N.  E.  359 ; 
Robertson  v.  Chicago  d  E.  R.  Co.  146  Ind. 
486,  45  N.  E.  655 ;  Kemer  v.  Baltimore  d 
O.  8.  W,  R.  Co.  149  Ind.  21,  48  N.  E.  364 ; 
Hodges  v.  Standard  Wheel  Co.  152  Ind.  680, 
52  N.  E.  391,  54  N.  E.  383;  Island  Coal  Co. 
V.  Swaggeriy,  159  Ind.  664,  62  N.  E.  1103, 
65  N.  E.  1026 ;  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v. 
Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66  N.  E.  886;  South- 
ern Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  EaiTell,  161  Ind.  689, 
63  L.  R.  A.  460,  68  N.  E.  262.  In  the  case 
last  cited  it  was  pointed  out  that  the  mas- 
ter's duty  relative  to  furnishing  a  safe  place 
to  work  does  not  require,  in  undertakings 
which  *may  properly  be  intrusted  to  a  fore- 
man and  the  men  under  him,  that  the  master 
shall  guard  the  men  against  those  transient 
dangers  which  from  time  to  time  occur 
in  the  progress  oif  the  work.  In  Southern 
Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66 
N.  E.  886,  it  was  said:  "The  train  and 
every  appliance  that  the  appellant  had  fur- 
nished may  be  presumed  to  have  been  prop- 
er, and  it  may  be  presumed  that  it  had  no 
notice  that  ISfathieu  was  not  a  proper  roan 
to  intrust  with  the  duty  of  acting  as  fore- 
man in  the  performance  of  the  particular 
work.  The  whole  matter  was  one  of  detail, 
that  the  foreman  and  the  men  might  prop- 
erly be  permitted  to  attend  to  in  their  own 
way."  While  it  may  be  that  a  different  rule 
applies  where  the  master  or — what  amounts 
to  the  same  thing — his  personal  represent- 
ative is  present  and  is  guilty  of  negligence: 
•and,  while  we  admit  that  a  master's  businef«s 
may  be  so  complicated  and  dangerous  that 
the  very  carrying  on  of  some  department  of 
it  may  require  the  master's  superintendence, 
in  addition  to  his  ordinary  duties, — yet,  as 
applied  to  those  classes  of  work  which  may 
properly  be  left  to  the  direction  of  a  fore- 
man, we  cannot,  in  view  of  principles,  and  of 
the  constant  iteration  and  reiteration  in  our 
cases  that  superiority  in  rank  or  authority 
to  direct  does  not  per  se  make  a  servant  a 
vice  principal,  consent  to  the  proposition 
that  the  master  is  liable  for  the  negligence 
of  the  foreman  in  directing  the  work,  where 
the  master  has  otherwise  performed  his  duty. 
In  the  course  of  an  article  written  by 
Judge  Cooley  in  2  Southern  Law  Rev.  N.  S. 
114,  124,  it  was  stated:  "It  has  been  seen 
that  the  superior  position  of  the  negligent 
servant,  as  that  of  a  foreman,  conductor, 
etc.,  is  not  regarded  as  affecting  the  case. 
But  a  foreman  is  not  necessarily  or  usually, 
perhaps,  intrusted  with  any  large  share  of 
the  master's  discretionary  authority.  Nei- 
ther is  the  conductor  of  a  train  of  cars,  ex- 
cept as  to  the  particul&i  duty  of  taking  it 
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safely  to  its  destination.  His  duty  may  be, 
and  probably  is,  less  responsible  than  that 
•of  the  telegraph  operator  who  directs  his 
movements  and  those  of  others  in  charge  of 
trains  on  the  line;  and,  if  the  conductor  is 
to  be  regarded  as  principal  for  some  pur- 
poses, so  should  the  operator  be  for  others. 
But  this  would  suggest  questions  and  dis- 
tinctions that  could  only  be  confusing,  and 
would  preclude  the  possibility  of  any  settled 
rule  whatsoever.  It  would  seem  that  the 
law  could  go  no  further  than  to  hold  the  cor- 
poration liable  for  the  acts  and  neglects  of 
the  officer  exercising  the  powers  and  author- 
ity of  general  superintendent;  but  that 
for  these  it  ought  to  respond  to  its  servants 
as  for  its  own  acts  or  neglects.  But  this  in 
no  way  affects  the  general  rule  which  re- 
quires of  any  employer,  whether  corporate 
or  not,  to  employ  suitable  servants,  and  to 
make  use  of  safe  tools,  machinery,  etc.,  or 
at  least  to  take  care  that  there  is  no  negli- 
jTpnce  in  procuring  them." 

The  opinion  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
L'nited  States  concerning  the  superior  serv- 
ant doctrine,  at  least  in  recent  years,  is 
shown  by  the  following  quotation  from  the 
opinion  in  Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh, 
149  i;.  S.  368,  389,  37  L.  ed.  772,  782,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  914,  922:  "It  may  be  safely  said 
that  this  court  has  never  recognized  the 
proposition  that  the  mere  control  of  one 
servant  over  another  in  doing  a  particular 
piece  of  work  destroys  the  relation  of  fellow 
^rvants,  and  puts  an  end  to  the  master's 
liability  [sic].  On  the  contrary,  all  the 
casefl  proceed  on  the  ground  of  some  breach 
of  positive  duty  resting  upon  the  master,  or 
upon  the  idea  of  superintendence  or  control 
of  a  department.  It  has  ever  been  affirmed 
that  the  employee  assumes  the  ordinary 
risks  incident  to  the  service ;  and,  as  we  have 
seen,  it  is  as  obvious  that  there  is  risk  from 
the  negligence  of  one  in  immediate  control  as 
from  one  simply  a  coworker."  In  Northern 
P.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Hamhly,  164  U.  S.  349,  38  L.  ed. 
1009.  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  983,  it  was  said: 
**To  hold  the  principal  liable  whenever  there 
are  gradations  of  rank  between  the  persons 
receiving  and  the  persons  causing  the  injury, 
or  whenever  they  are  employed  in  different 
<lepartments  of  the  same  general  service, 
would  result  in  frittering  away  the  whole 
doctrine  of  fellow  service.  ...  In  a 
large  majority  of  cases  there  is  some  distinc- 
tion either  in  respect  to  grade  of  service,  or 
in  the  nature  of  their  employments.  Courts, 
however,  have  been  reluctant  to  recognize 
these  distinctions  unless  the  superiority  of 
the  person  causing  the  injury  was  such  as 
to  put  him  rather  in  the  category  of  princi- 
pal than  of  agent, — as,  for  example,  the  su- 
»'riiitfi)deni  of  h  factory  <»r  ihhwuv, — and 
the  employments  were  so  far  different  that, 
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although  paid  by  the  same  master,  the  two 
servants  were  brought  no  farther  in  contact 
with  each  other  than  as  if  they  had  been 
employed  by  different  principals." 

An  illustrative  case  upon  the  subject  in 
hand  is  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Peterson,  162 
U.  S.  346,  40  L.  ed.  994,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
843,  where  it  was  said:  "This  boss  of  a 
small  gang  of  ten  or  fifteen  men,  engaged  in 
making  repairs  upon  the  road  wherever  they 
might  be  necessary,  over  a  distance  of  three 
sections,  aiding  and  assisting  the  regular 
gang  of  workmen  upon  each  section  as  occa- 
sion demanded,  was  not  such  a  superintend- 
ent of  a  separate  department,  nor  was  he  in 
control  of  such  a  distinct  branch  of  the 
work  of  the  master,  as  would  be  necessary 
to  render  the  master  liable  to  a  coemployee 
for  his  neglect.  He  was  in  fact,  as  well  as 
in  law,  a  fellow  workman.  He  went  with  the 
gang  to  the  place  of  work  in  the  morning, 
stayed  with  them  during  the  day,  superin- 
tended their  work,  giving  directions  in  re- 
gard to  it,  and  returned  home  with  them  in 
the  evening;  acting  as  a  part  of  the  crew  of 
the  hand  car  upon  which  they  rode.  The 
mere  fact,  if  it  be  a  fact,  that  he  did  not  ac- 
tually handle  a  shovel  or  a  pick,  is  an  unim- 
portant matter.  When  more  than  one  man 
is  engaged  in  doing  any  particular  work,  it 
becomes  almost  a  necessity  that  one  sliould 
be  boss,  and  the  other  subordinate,  but  both 
are  nevertheless  fellow  workmen." 

In  Howard  v.  Denver  d  R.  O.  R.  Co.  26 
Fed.  837,  it  was  stated  by  Mr.  Justice  Brew- 
er: "To  make  one,  as  the  controller  of  a 
department,  properly  the  representative  of 
the  master,  his  duties  should  be  principally 
those  of  direction  and  control.  He  should 
have  something  more  than  the  mere  manage- 
ment of  machinery.  He  should  have  subor- 
dinates over  whose  various  actions  he  has 
supervision  and  control,  and  not  a  mere  as- 
sistant to  him  in  his  working  of  machinery. 
He  should  have  control  over  an  entire  de- 
partment of  service,  and  not  simply  of  a 
single  machine  in  that  service.  He  should 
be  so  lifted  up  in  the  grade  and  extent  of  his 
duties  as  to  be  fairly  regarded  as  the  alter 
cfjo — the  other  self — of  the  master." 

For  a  general  discussion  of  the  question 
as  to  who  is  a  vice  principal,  see  note  to 
Stevens  v.  Chamberlin,  51  L.  R.  A.  513; 
note  to  Ma^t  v.  Kern,  75  Am.  St.  Rep.  580. 
See,  further,  on  the  question  in  hand,  La- 
batt,  Mast.  &  S.  cc.  28,  29,  31,  32. 

Where  groups  or  gangs  of  men  are  em- 
ployed in  the  performance  of  work,  it  is,  in 
the  nature  of  things,  impossible  to  bend 
their  energies  to  the  accomplishment  of  the 
ultimate  purpose  without  intelligent  direc- 
tion upon  the  part  of  one  mind.  To  secure 
this  end,  and  in  many  circumstances  to  pro- 
tect the  men  themselves,  they  must   wor] 
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under  a  foreman.  His  work,  although  it 
consists  in  giving  directions,  is  not  only  es- 
sential, but,  as  his  commands  set  in  motion 
the  forces  which  may  lead  to  the  injury  or 
death  of  those  under  him,  there  is  an  espe- 
cial reason  why  the  employees  should  con-, 
sider  the  intelligence  and  prudence  of  the 
man  in  control.  If  there  is  any  philosophy 
in  the  general  rule,  its  purpose  must  be 
clearest  in  the  case  of  a  coservice  of  this 
character,  since  the  workmen  have  ordinarily 
a  better  opportunity  than  the  master  to  de- 
termine how  much  of  discretion  the  foreman 
possesses.  These  consider atlons,  and  espe- 
cially the  want  of  opportunity  upon  the  part 
of  the  master  to  supervise  every  command, 
should  prompt  the  courts  to  exculpate  him 
where  there  has  been  no  negligence  in  the 
performance  of  a  master's  duty,  as  in  negli- 
gently hiring  or  retaining  an  unfit  foreman. 
In  R088  V.  Walker,  139  Pa.  42,  23  Am.  St. 
Rep.  160,  21  Atl.  157,  159,  it  was  said:  "No 
employer  could  bear  the  burden  of  legal  re- 
.sponsibility  for  every  blunder  or  neglect  on 
the  part  of  each  and  all  of  his  employees. 
The  fact  that  one  employee  is  more  skilful 
than  another,  or  has  had  greater  experience, 
and  so  is  deferred  to  by  others,  does  not 
change  his  relation  to  his  employer  or  to  his 
fellows.  Nor  does  a  difference  in  rank  or 
grade  of  service  change  the  rule.  When  the 
character  of  the  business  requires  it,  the  mas- 
ter is  as  much  bound  to  provide  his  work- 
men with  a  reasonably  competent  foreman 
as  to  provide  them  with  tools,  but  in  either 
case  his  liability  ceases  when  he  has  made 
a  suitable  selection."  As  was  observed  by 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes  in  Kalleck  v.  Deering, 
161  Mass.  469,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  421,  37  N. 
E.  450:  "A  command  is  a  transitory  act 
which  the  employer  has  no  chance  to  super- 
vise. It  is  not  like  a  permanent  condition 
of  land  or  machinery,  or  the  abiding  incom- 
petence of  an  employee.  See  Flynn  v.  Camp- 
hell,  160  Mass.  128,  35  N.  E.  453.  If  the  de- 
fendants have  been  guilty  of  no  personal 
negligence,  and  the  plaintiff  does  take  the 
risk  of  the  negligence  of  .some  persons  with 
whom  his  work  will  bring  him  into  contact, 
the  question  whether  the  negligence  of  one 
of  those  persons  is  within  or  outside  the 
risks  assumed  is  not  a  matter  of  names  or 
dignities.  That  is  too  well  settled  to  need 
the  citation  of  cases.  Moody  v.  Hamilton 
Mfg.  Co.  159  Mass.  70,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  396, 
34  N.  E.  185.  The  question  is  what  he  must 
be  taken  to  have  contemplated  when  he  went 
into  the  employment.  The  chances  of  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  a  superior  employed  in 
the  common  business  are  as  obvious  as  in 
the  case  of  one  of  a  lower  grade,  and  there- 
fore, when  the  duty  is  not  personal  to  the 
employer,  the  same  rule  applies,  whatever 
m  L.  R.  A. 


the  degree." 

Giving  command  as  to  the  proper  manner 
of  performing  the  work  is  not  ordinarily  one 
of  tlioso  absolute,  personal  functions  which 
the  master  alone  can  exercise.  Doughty  v. 
Penobscot  Log  Driving  Co.  76  Me.  143 ;  Hof- 
nagle  v.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  55  N. 
Y.  608.  A  vice  principal  is  one  who  repre- 
sents the  master  in  the  discharge  of  those 
duties  which  the  master  owes  to  his  serv- 
ants. Thacker  v.  Chicago,  I.  d  L.  R.  Co.  15f> 
Ind.  82,  85.  59  L.  R.  A.  792,  64  N.  E.  605 ; 
Indiana  Car  Co.  v.  Parker,  100  Ind.  181; 
New  Pittsburgh  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Peter- 
son, 136  Ind.  398,  43  Am.  St.  Rep.  327,  35 
N.  E.  7 ;  Robei'tson  v.  Chicago  d  E.  R.  Co. 
146  Ind.  486,  45  X.  E.  655;  koutherfir  Indi- 
ana R.  Co.  V.  Martin,  160  Ind.  280,  66  N.  E. 
886:  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  HarrclU  161 
Ind.  689,  63  L.  R.  A.  460,  68  N.  E.  262. 

In  this  case  appellant  was  engaged  in  the 
business  of  loading  and  moving  cars,  and  in 
general,  or,  as  he  termed  it,  "roustabout." 
work.  His  duties  made  him  familiar  with 
the  operation  of  moving  cars  by  means  of 
the  car  puller,  and  of  pushing  them  by 
hand,  and  he  was  familarly  associated  with 
the  foreman  whom  he  charges  with  negli- 
gence. While  it  is  true  that  appellant 
claims  that  he  had  never  before  been  called 
on  to  perform  a  precisely  similar  task,  yet 
it  is  clear  that  pushing  the  empty  car  to  the 
south  was  comprehended  within  his  general 
employment.  The  direction  from  the  fore- 
man to  push  the  car  before  it  lost  the  mo- 
mentum which  it  had  acquired  was  not  such 
a  change  in  his  business  as  to  authorize  him 
to  proceed  at  the  master's  risk.  Stuart  v. 
New  Albany  Mfg.  Co.  15  Ind.  App.  184,  43 
N.  E.  961.  If  every  new  situation  in  mat- 
ter of  detail  were  to  be  held  to  constitute  a 
new  service,  the  general  rule  would  be  frit- 
tered away,  for  an  accident  ordinarily  grows 
o\it  of  a  new  combination  of  circumstances. 
The  case,  so  far  as  the  matter  of  discretion 
is  concerned,  is  one  where  the  place  was  ren- 
dered unsafe  in  the  execution  of  the  details 
of  the  service;  and,  since  every  place  where 
an  accident  happens  is  at  least  momentarily 
unsafe,  it  cannot  be  said  that  that  fact  alone 
made  it  the  duty  of  the  master  to  be  present 
in  person  or  by  representative  to  protect  the 
servant.  Southern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Har- 
rell,  161  Ind.  689,  63  L.  R.  A.  460,  68  N.  E. 
262.  Appellant,  in  our  opinion,  assumed 
the  risk  that  the  foreman  might  give  a  neg- 
ligent command  relative  to  the  handling  of 
cars  upon  the  siding.  But  even  if  we  were 
to  concede  that  the  command  of  Haines  re- 
lated to  a  matter  so  essentially  new  that 
the  appellant  might  fairly  contend  that  he 
is  not  debarred  of  a  recovery  under  the  rule. 
Volenti  non  fit  injuria,  yet  it  does  not  fol- 
low that,  because  he  may  net  have  aasumed 
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the  risk,  he  proceeded  at  the  master's  risk. 
A  case  like  this  is  to    be    broadly    distin- 
guished from  one  where  the  command  comes 
from  the  master  or  his  special  representa- 
tive, or  where  the  condition  is  of  such  a  per- 
manent character  as  to  place  or  appliances 
that  the  master  is  in  default  in  failing  to 
warn  the  servant.     In  such  cases  the  latter 
has  a  rijjht  to  assume,  at  least  ordinarily, 
that  in  followin*?  a  special  direction  he  will 
not  be  carried  into  an  extraordinarj'  and  un- 
apprehended peril.     But  it  is  nevertheless  a 
rule  of  law  that  a  servant  cannot  recover 
compensation  of  a  master    unless    he    can 
show  that  his  injury  was  occasioned  by  the 
negligence  of  the  master  or  of  his  represent- 
ative.    Quinci/  Min.  Co.  v.   Kitts,  42  Mich. 
34.  3  N.  W.  240:  Ross  v.  Walker,  139  Pa.  42, 
23  Am.   St.  Rep.    160.  21   Atl.   1.57,   159,  4 
Thomp.  Neg.  |  3758.     Of  course,  the  master 
may  be  thrown  into  default,  notwithstand- 
injr  all  the  care  that  he  may  have  taken  to 
perform  his  duties,  as  respects  those  obliga- 
tions which  are  personal  to  himself:  but,  as 
applied  to  an  employment    not    essentially 
danserous.  it  does  not  admit  of  doubt  that, 
having  taken  due  care  to  furnish  and  main- 
tain   a    proper    place,   sufficient   appliances, 
and  proper  servants,  he  may  intrust  the  car- 
ryine:  out  of  the  details  of  the  work  to  those 
servants.     The  very  denial  of  the  superior 
^rvant  doctrine,  which  this  court  has  stead- 
ily frowTied  on.  involves  the  proposition  that 
the  master  is  not  always  required  to  be  pres- 
ent while  the  ordinary  duties  of  the  employ- 
ment are  being  carried  on.     Tn  such  a  case 
it  is  not  the  master's  voice  which  directs  the 
servant  to  perform  the  particular  act,  and 
the  employee  knows  that,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  there  has  been  no  opportunity  upon 
the  part  of  the  master  to  examine  and  con- 
sider whether  the  act  is  dangerous,  so  there 
is  no  basis  for  the  assumption  that  the  serv- 
ant has  undertaken   the  peril   at   the   mas- 
ter's risk.     As   applied   to   the   question    in 
hand,  we  may  well  adopt  the  following  lan- 
guage used  by  the  supreme  court  of  Massa- 
ohusett4<   in   Flynn  v.   Campbell,    160   Mass. 
128,  35  N.  E.  453:     "The  actual  danger  of 
the  moment   was   due   to  a   transitory  act. 
Under  the  circumstances,  the  rule  as  to  in- 
structing inexperienced  hands  about  the  hid- 
den dangers  of  their  employment  does  not 
apply."     It  were  idle  to  declare  the  rule  of 
law  to  be  that  a  master  who  has  fully  dis- 
charged every   duty  which    belongs   to  him 
may  intrust  the  details  of  the  execution  of  a 
part  of  the  business  to  a  foreman,  if  we  also 
held  that  whenever   an    accident    happens 
from  a  negligent  order  given  by  the  fore- 
man the  master  is  to  be  charged  with  a  de- 
fault because  he  did  not  protect  the  servant 
from  the  transitory  peril.     If  it  be  the  law 
that  the  ordinarv  work  of  an  employment 
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not  essentially  dangerous  may  be  carried  on 
by  means  of  a  foreman  who  directs  the  serv- 
ants in  their  work,  the  proposition  becomes 
a  practical  matter  to  employers,  and  this  as- 
surance should  not  be  nullified  by  convert- 
ing the  foreman  into  a  vice  principal  when- 
ever an  accident  happens.  ' 

We  have  before  us  a  case  of  a  foreman 
who  worked  with  his  men :  who  was  not,  in 
the  sense  of  the  law,  at  the  head  of  a  de- 
partment, but  was  simply  over  two  or  tliree 
men;  who  was  intrusted  with  no  function 
which  belonged  to  the  master,  but  was  su- 
perintending and  assisting  in  the  loading, 
weighing,  and  handling  of  cars;  and  who 
had  a  man  over  him.  We  deem  it  clear  that 
the  master  w:as  not  liable  for  any  negligence 
upon  the  part  of  his  foreman,  either  in  giv- 
ing the  order,  or  in  failing  to  stop  the  cai 
afterwards. 

It  remains  to  consider  another  branch  of 
the  case.  It  appeared  without  dispute  that 
the  car  puller  principally  consisted  of  two 
drums;  that,  in  pulling  a  car,  the  load  was 
on  the  lower  drum ;  and  that  the  other  drum 
was  used  to  take  up  the  slack.  Appellant 
offered  evidence  tending  to  show  that  a 
finger  clutch  was  used  to  throw  the  appli- 
ance out  of  gear:  that  it  was  very  difficult 
to  operate  the  clutch  when  the  load  was 
heavy,  thereby  occasioning  serious  delay  in 
stopping  cars.  One  witness  testified  that  he 
had  been  compelled  to  pound  with  a  heavy 
timljor  on  shutting  off  the  power,  that  he 
had  complained  to  the  general  manager 
I  about  the  clutch  a  year  and  a  half  before, 
!  that  it  had  not  been  changed,  and  that  the 
I  appliance  would  have  operated  promptly  if  a 
I  friction  clutch  had  been  substituted.  An- 
I  other  witness  testified  that  he  had  on  a 
number  of  occasions  given  signals  at  the 
window  to  the  man  in  charge  of  the  appli- 
ance, that  it  would  take  from  half  a  min- 
ute to  a  minute  to  stop,  and  that  in  some 
instances  the  car  would  pull  over  the  chock. 
Appellant  testified  that  he  did  not  know  that 
there  was  anything  wrong  with  the  machin- 
ery. Appellee  offered  evidence  which  tend- 
ed to  show  that  the  clutch  was  in  order,  and 
also  that  by  raising  a  lever  the  slack  could 
be  loosened  on  the  upper  drum,  with  the  re- 
sult that  the  rope  would  no  longer  wind 
about  the  lower  drum.  He  also  offered  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  Haines  gave  the 
sigiuil  to  stop  as  soon  as  he  heard  the  out- 
cry, and  that  the  man  in  charge  of  the  ap- 
pliance threw  it  out  of  gear  and  raised  his 
slack  lever,  throwing  off  the  power  instant- 
ly. In  rebuttal,  appellant  introduced  evi- 
dence of  a  declaration  of  the  man  who  was 
in  charge  of  the  power,  made  after  the  ac- 
cident, to  the  effect  that  there  was  some- 
thing wrong  with  the  machinery,  and  that 
he  was  not  able  to  stop  it.     The  evidence  in- 
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troduced  by  appellant  on  his  case  in  chief, 
while  not  wholly  conclusive  that  the  appli- 
ance could  only  be  stopped  by  the  finger 
clutch,  tended  to  show,  when  taken  in  con- 
nection with  the  evidence  offered  as  to  the 
delays  in  stopping,  that  the  appliance  was 
defective.  In  attempting  to  meet  this,  ap- 
pellee altogether  relied  upon  the  testimony 
of  his  own  witnesses,  all  of  whom  were  in 
his  employ.  In  addition  to  this,  it  was  per- 
tinent for  the  jury  to  consider  why  the  car 
did  not  stop  for  a  minute  or  a  minute  and 
a  half  after  the  outcry  was  heard  by  a  man 
who  was  in  the  elevator.  Of  course,  this  is 
giving    appellant  the    benefit   of    disputed 


Jan.^ 


questions,  but  it  is  our  duty  to  do  this  in 
considering  whether  the  trial  court  invaded 
the  province  of  the  jury  in  giving  a  peremp- 
tory instruction  to  find  for  appellee.  We 
think  that  there  was  at  least  some  evidence 
tending  to  show  a  defective  condition  of  the 
machinery,  and  that  it  was  error  to  take 
that  tlieory  of  the  case  from  the  juiy.  Diezi 
V,  G.  H,  Hammond  Co,  156  Ind.  583,  60  X 
E.  353. 

Judgment  reversed,  with  an  instruction  to 
grant  a  new  trial. 

Petition  for   rehearing  denied   April    18. 
1905.  ^ 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Melvina  SMITH,  Appf., 

V. 

SUPREME  TENT  KNIGHTS  OF  MACCA- 
BEES OF  THE  WORLD 
and 
Daniel  BANTZ,  Intervener,  Appellee. 


(. 


.Iowa. 


.) 


1.  A  niece  of  a  former  ^vlfe  of  a  man  la 
not  a  relative  of  liln  child  by  a  snbse- 
qnent  one,  within  the  meanlnf?  of  a  stat- 
ute permitting  certificates  of  mutual  benefit 
societies  to  be  taken  in  favor  of  relatives. 

2S.  NanilnR  a  person  aa  beneficiary  in  a 
mntnal  benefit  certificate  does  not  make 
her  a  legatee,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute 
permitting  such  certificates  to  be  Issued  in 
favor  of  legatees. 

(March  11,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Black  Hawk 
County  in  favor  of  intervener  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be 
due  on  a  mutual  benofit  certificate.  Af- 
firmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Mullan  ft  Pickett,  for  appel- 
lant: 

The  word  "relative,"  as  used  in  Code,  f 
1824,  sbould  be  given  a  liberal  construction, 
and  include  any  one  of  those  popularly 
called  relatives. 

Bennett  v.  Van  Riper,  47  N.  J.  Eq.  563,  14 
L.  R.  A.  342,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  416,  22  Atl. 
1055;  People's  Bank  v.  ^Ana  Ins,  Co.  20  C, 
C.  A.  630,  42  U.  S.  App.  81,  74  Fed.  507; 


NoTB.-*-For  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
a  stepfather  Is  a  relative,  and  may  be  made  the 
beneficiary  In  a  benefit  certificate,  see  SImcoke 
V.  Grand  Lodge,  A,  O.  U.  W.  15  L.  R.  A.  114. 

As  to  who  are  relatives  or  relations  generally, 
see  note  to  Bennett  v.  Van  Riper,  14  L.  R.  A 
342. 
tiO  L.  R.  A. 


Simcoke  v.  Grand  Lodge j  A.  0.  U.  W  84 
Iowa,  383,  15  L.  R.  A.  114,  51  N.  W.  8; 
Snow  V.  Durgin,  70  N.  H.  121,  47  Atl.  89. 

The  legislature  having  enlarged  the  cate- 
gory of  those  capable  of  being  selected  as- 
beneficiaries  so  as  to  include  all  persona 
whom  the  member  may  see  fit  to  select  as  his 
legatees,  there  is  no  substantial  rule  of  pub- 
lic policy  which  would  be  violated  by  the 
adoption  of  a  different  mode  of  selection  of 
beneficiaries. 

Martin  v.  Stuhhings,  126  111.  387,  9  Am. 
St.  Rep.  620,  18  N.  E.  657 :  Lamont  v.  Grand 
Lodge  I.  L,  of  H,  31  Fed.  177. 

A  designation  as  beneficiary  is  of  precise- 
ly the  same  effect  as  being  named  as  legatee. 

Lamont  v.  Grand  Lodge  I,  L.  of  H.  31  Fed 
177. 

If  a  member  under  the  law  can  give  or  de- 
vise the  benefits  of  his  certificate  to  a 
stranger,  he  can,  in  the  first  instance,  take* 
out  a  policy  payable  to  such  stranger,  and 
naming  such   stranger   as   lionefioinrv. 

Bloomington  Mut.  Ben.  Asso.  v.  Blue,  120 
m.   121,   60  Am.  Rep.   558,   11   N.  E.  331; 
Mitchell  V.  Grand  Lodge  I.  K.  E.  70  Iowa 
360,  30  N.  W.  865 ;  White  v.  Brotherhood  of 
American  Ycoinen,  124  Iowa,  293,  66  L.  R   \ 
164,  99  N.  W.  1071. 

The  defendant,  by  paying  the  monev  into 
court,  waived  the  right  to  question  the  desig- 
nation of  the  plaintiff  as  beneficiary,  and 
the  intervener  cannot  be  heard  to  do  so. 

Martin  v.  Stubbings,  126  111.  387,  9  Am. 
St.  Rep.  620,  18  N.  E.  657 ;  Titstcorth  v.  Tits- 
worth,  40  Kan.  571,  20  Pac.  213:  Brown  v. 
Mansur,  64  N.  H.  39,  5  Atl.  768;  Johnson  v. 
Knights  of  Honor,  53  Kan.  255,  8  L.  R.  A. 
732,  13  S.  W.  794;  Supreme  Conclave,  Royal 
Adelphia  v.  Cappella,  41  Fed.  1 :  Ledehuhr  v. 
Wisconsin  Trust  Co.  112  Wis.  657,  88  N.  W. 
607. 
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Messrs.  Spriaser  ft  Smith,  for  appellee: 

The  laws  of  the  order  and  the  statutes  of 
the  state  enter  into  and  become  a  part  of 
the  contract  of  insurance. 

Wendt  y.  lov>a  L,  of  E.  72  Iowa,  682,  34 
X.  W.  470. 

A  member  has  no  power  to  desij^nate  by 
will  one  outside  of  the  class  named  in  the 
certificate. 

Mr-Chtre  v.  Johnson,  56  Iowa,  620,  10  N. 
W.  217. 

The  plaintiff  herein  was  not  related  by  af- 
finity to  the  insured. 

See  title  Affinity,  in  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  911,  also  title  Relative,  24 
Am.  &  Enpr.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  278 ;  Chinn 
V.  Ohio,  11  L.  R.  A.  630,  note,  47  Ohio  St. 
575,  26  N.  E.  986;  Waterhouse  v.  Martin, 
Peck  (Tenn.)  390;  Koehler  v.  Centennial 
Mut.  L,  Ins,  Co.  66  Iowa,  325,  23  N.  W.  687. 

If  a  beneficiary  is  designated  who  does  not 
belong  to  the  class  of  persons  enumerated  by 
statute  and  the  laws  of  the  order,  the  insur- 
ance becomes  payable  to  those  who  would 
have  been  entitled  to  it  in  the  absence  of  any 
designation. 

Schmidt  v.  tforthern  Life  Asso,  112  Iowa, 
41,  51  L.  R.  A.  141,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  83 
N.  W.  800;  Byram  v.  Sovereign  Camp,  W. 
ir.  108  Iowa,  440,  75  Am.  St.  Rep.  265,  79 
X.  W.  144;  3  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
060:  "Norwegian  Old  People* s  Home  Soc.y. 
Wilson,  176  hi.  94,  52  N.  E.  41  :  Alexander  v. 
Parker,  144  111.  355,  19  L.  R.  A.  187,  33  N.  E. 
183:  Palmer  v.  Welch,  132  111.  141,  23  N.  E. 
412:  Rindge  v.  New  England  Mvt.  Aid  8oc. 
146  Mass.  286,  15  N.  E.  628;  Newman  ▼. 
Covenant  Mut.  Ins.  Asso.  76  Iowa,  56,  1  L. 
R.  A.  669,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  196,  40  N.  W.  87 ; 
Brit  ton  v.  Supreme  Council,  R.  A.  46  N.  J. 
Eq.  102,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  376,  18  Atl.  676; 
Kiblack,  Ben.  Soc.  2d  ed.  S§  13,  136,  158, 
177;  Article  entitled  Rights  of  heneficia- 
ties  erroneously  or  falsely  described  in  ben- 
efit society  certificates,  57  Cent.  L.  J.  383. 

McClala,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
eourt: 

The  certificate  was  taken  by  one  Daniel 
J.  Bantz,  benefit  payable  to  plaintiff.  On 
the  death  of  the  member,  plaintiff  brought 
action  against  defendant,  and  intervener, 
father  of  the  deceased  member,  as  admin- 
istrator of  his  estate,  and  also  as  assignee 
of  the  mother  of  deceased,  who,  under  the 
provisions  of  the  by-laws  of  the  association, 
would  be  entitled  to  the  proceeds  in  prefer- 
ence to  the  father,  made  claim  to  such  pro- 
ceeds as  against  the  plaintiff.  The  defend- 
ant does  not  resist  payment  of  the  sum 
named  in  the  certificate,  and  the  only  ques- 
tion for  decision  in  the  lower  court  was  as 
to  which  of  the  two  claimants  was  entitled 
to  the  proceeds. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


In  Code,  §  1824,  it  is  provided  that  "no 
fraternal  association  .  .  .  shall  issue 
any  certificate  of  membership,  .  .  .  un- 
less the  beneficiary  under  said  certificate 
shall  be  the  husband,  wife,  relative,  legal 
representative,  heir,  or  legatee  of  such  mem- 
ber." Tlie  plaintiff  was  the  niece  of  the  first 
wife  of  the  father  of  the  deceased  member,, 
deceased  being  the  issue  of  the  second  wife; 
and  the  contention  of  appellant  is  that  there- 
fore plaintiff  was  a  "relative"  of  the  de- 
ceased, under  the  statutory  language.  Con- 
ceding that  the  term  "relative"  is  to  be  ex- 
tended to  cover  relatives  by  marriage  as  well 
as  by  blood,  we  are  still  unable  to  reach  the 
conclusion  that  the  plaintiff  was  a  relative 
of  deceased.  During  the  life  of  the  first 
I  M'ife,  the  father  of  deceased  was  the  uncle 
I  by  marriage  of  the  plaintiff,  and,  perhaps, 
after  the  death  of  the  first  wife,  the  father 
of  deceased  was  still  her  uncle  by  affinity. 
Sim  coke  v.  Grand  Lodge,  A.  0.  U.  W.  84 
Iowa,  383,  387,  16  L.  R.  A.  114,  51  N.  W.  8. 
But  there  was  no  relationship  by  either 
blood  or  affinity  between  the  plaintiff  and  the 
deceased,  the  son  of  her  uncle  by  marriage  by 
his  second  wife.  The  general  proposition 
seems  to  be  this:  That  relationship  by  af- 
finity is  not  created  between  the  blood  rela- 
tives on  either  side  of  the  parties  to  the  mar- 
riage relation.  Chinn  v.  A^tate,  47  Ohio  St. 
575,  11  L.  R.  A.  630,  26  N.  E.  986;  Water- 
house  v.  Martin,  Peck  (Tenn.)  374.  389: 
Winchester  v.  Hinsdale.  12  Conn.  88,  94;  1 
Bouvier,  I^aw  Diet.  Affinity.  It  appears, 
then,  that  in  no  legal  sense  was  the  plaintiff 
a  relative  of  the  deceased  member.  They 
might,  perhaps,  be  said  to  be  connections  by 
marriage,  but  they  were  not  relatives  by 
marriage. 

The  argument  of  counsel  for  appellant  is, 
however,  that,  although  no  recognized  legal 
relationship  existed  between  them,  the  stat- 
ute should  be  broadly  construed  as  including 
all  persons  who  by  common  understanding 
are  recognized  as  relatives.  But  we  cannot 
properly  give  to  the  words  used  in  the  stat- 
ute any  other  meaning  than  their  true  legal 
meaning.  It  must  be  presumed  that  the 
legislature  intended  to  use  the  terms  em- 
ployed in  the  statute  with  accuracy  and  defi- 
niteness,  and  not  with  indefiniteness  and  un- 
certainty. Furthermore,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  record,  or  within  our  judicial  knowledge, 
to  justify  us  in  saying  that,  according  to 
common  use  or  understanding,  the  plaintiff 
and  deceased  were  related. 

Counsel  also  urge  that  the  use  of  the  word 
"legatee"  indicates  a  purpose  on  the  part  of 
the  legislature  to  permit  certificates  to  be 
made  to  any  beneficiary  whom  the  member 
shall  see  fit  to  name,  because,  as  anyone  may 
be  made  a  legatee,  the  member  might,  by 
making  a  will  in  favor  of  one  not  a  relative. 
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support  a  certificate  naming  such  person  as 
beneficiary.  But  the  statute  is  explicit  in 
limiting  the  authority  of  such  associations 
as  to  the  persons  who  may  be  entitled  to  the 
benefits  of  certificates  issued,  and  we  have 
no  power  to  enlarge  the  statute  to  cover  per- 
sons not  thus  designated.  If  the  deceased 
member  had  made  a  will  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff,  then  the  plaintiflT  might  have  been, 
the  beneficiary  in  the  certificate ;  but  he  did 
not  do  so,  and  it  seems  to  us  this  is  an  end 
to  the  argument. 

Plaintiff,  then,  not  being  one  of  the  per- 
sons who  by  statute  may  be  made  beneficia- 
ries in  such  a  certificate,  it  follows  that  she 
was  not  entitled  to  the  proceeds  of  the  cer- 
tificate.    As  the  association  does  not  resist 


payment  of  the  claim,  we  have  no  occasion- 
to  elaborate  the  question  as  to  whether  tln» 
intervener  is  entitled  to  the  proceeds.  But 
it  seems  to  be  well  settled  that,  where  the 
beneficiary  named  is  incapable  of  taking  the 
proceeds  under  the  law,  the  administrator 
of  the  deceased  person  can  recover  the  pro- 
ceeds, just  as  he  might  if  no  beneficiary  had 
been  named.  Schmidt  v.  Northern  Life 
A880.  112  Iowa,  41,  51  L.  R.  A.  141,  84  Am. 
St.  Rep.  323,  83  N.  W.  800,  and  cases  therein 
cited. 

The  decree  that  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to 
the  fund,  on  the  grounds  that  she  is  not  re-   ' 
lated  by  consanguinity  or  affinity,  and  that 
the  intervener  is  the  beneficiary  entitled  to 
the  fund,  is  affirmed. 
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STATE  of  Kansas,  Appt., 

V, 

Charles  M.  BOWLES. 


(. 


.Kan. 


.) 


•1.  Whenever  reanlred  by  the  gfover- 
nor  to  appear  and  proaecnte  crim- 
inal proceedings  in  any  county,  the  at. 
torney  Roneral  becomes  prosecuting  attorney 
of  that  county  in  those  proceedlnfjs.  and  as 
such  may  sign  Indictments  presented  by  the 
grand  jury. 

3.  The  diatrlct  conrt  of  any  county  la 
obllired  to  take  Judicial  notice  of  an 
executive  order  upon  the  attorney  general  to 
uppear  and  prosecute  criminal  proceedings 
there,  and  such  authority  need  not  be  ex- 
prpsHPd  on  the  face  of  an  Indictment  which 
he  signs. 

3.  The  Molldtatlon  of  a  bribe  does  not 
constitute  an  attempt  to  accept  or  receive 
a  bribe. 

4.  The  aolldtation  of  a  bribe  la  not 
pnnlahable  a»  a  crime  by  the  lawB  of 
this  btate. 

(February  11,  10or».) 

APPEAL  by  the  State  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Wyandotte 
County  quashing  an  indictment  charging 
defendant  with  offering  to  accept  a  bribe. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  C.  C.  Colemaa,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, and  Jay  F.  Close,  for  appellant: 
Tlio  attorney  general  has  authority  to  sign 

•lleadnotes  by  Bukch,  J. 

N(jTK.  —As    to   criminality   of   solicitation   to 
crinn*    which    is   not    consummated,    including 
solicitation  of  bribe,  see  also  note  to  State  r. 
Binl.»r.  '2:>  h.  R.  A.  434. 
<i9  L.  U.  A. 


indictments  found  by  a  grand  jury.  The 
powers  belonging  to  the  office  of  attorney 
general  at  common  law  are  retained,  in  ad- 
dition to  those  conferred  by  statute. 

3  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  479; 
People  V.  Miner,  2  Lans.  396;  Hunt  ▼. 
Chicago  d  D.  R,  Co.  20  111.  App.  282 ;  Craft 
V.  Jackson  County,  5  Kan.  521;  Atchison, 
T,  d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  State,  22  Kan.  1; 
Barber  County  v.  Smith,  48  Kan.  331,  29 
Pac.  565. 

Under  his  general  authority  as  attorney 
general,  he  may,  in  his  discretion,  institute 
prosecutions  in  any  court  he  may  choose. 

The  proceedings  before  a  grand  jury  are 
as  much  a  part  of  a  prosecution  as  the  pro- 
ceedings in  the  trial  court. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  268; 
Choen  v.  State,  85  Ind.  £10;  Territory  v, 
Harding,  6  Mont.  327,  12  Pac.  750 ;  Territory 
V.  Layne,  7  Mont.  225,  14  Pac.  705;  State 
ex  ret.  Solan  v.  District  Court,  22  Mont.  25, 
55  Pac.  916. 

When  power  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  an 
officer,  all  incidental  powers  nect»srtary  for 
the  due  and  efficient  exercise  of  the  power 
expressly  granted  are  conferred  by  impli- 
cation. 

Throop,  Pub.  Off,  §  543. 

Where  acts  are  of  an  official  nature,  or 
require  the  concurrence  of  official  persons, 
a  presumption  arisc-s  in  favor  of  their  due 
execution. 

Broom.  liCgal  Maxims,  5th  ed.  637;  22 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1267;  Me- 
chem.  Pub.  Off.  9  525;  Throop,  Pub.  Off.  § 
558:  State  v.  Farrar,  41  N,  H.  53;  San  Luis 
Obispo  County  v.  Hendricks,  71  Cal.  242,  11 
Pac.  082:  Wolffe  v.  State,  79  Ala.  201,  58 
Aui.  Hep.  590:  Lowell  v.  Flint,  20  Me.  404; 
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Miller  v.  Letois,  4  N.  Y.  555;  Ohoen  v.  State, 

85  Ind.  210 ;  State  v.  Thompsoriy  64  Tex.  690 ; 
Ticmey  v.  Cornell,  3  Xeb.  267;  Ward  v. 
Barrotcs,  2  Ohio  St.  241 :  Coombs  v.  Lane, 
4  Ohio  St.  112;  Valley  T\op.  v.  King  Iron 
Bridge  rf  lf/<7.  Co,  4  Kan.  App.  622,  45  Pac. 
660;  State  v.  tiieldy  4  Kan.  App.  626,  45  Pac. 
623 ;  Smith  v.  Payton,  13  Kan.  364 ;  Rex  v. 
VereUt,  3  Campb.  432:  M'Gahey  v.  Alston, 
2  Mees.  &  W.  200;  Faulkner  v.  Johnson, 
11  Mees.  &  W.  581;  M'Mahon  v.  Lennard, 
6  H.  L.  Gas.  970;  A'o/ire  v.  r/nited  fiffa/es, 
164  U.  S.  657,  41  L.  ed.  588,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  212. 

When  all  is  done  toward  the  commission 
of  a  crime  that  the  nature  thereof  will  admit 
of,  except  its  actual  perpetration,  an  attempt 
to  commit  a  crime  has  been  made. 

2  Wharton,  Crihi.  Law,  $  1857;  State  v. 
Ellis,  33  N.  J.  L.  102,  97  Am.  Dec.  707 ;  1 
Bishop,  New  Crim.  Law,  chap.  51. 

An  offer  by  a  public  officer  to  receive  a 
bribe  is  a  punishable  offense  at  common  law. 

2  Wharton,  Crim.  Law,  §  1858. 

Messrs.  Hale   ft   Maher,   for   appellee: 

There  is  a  marked  difference  between  an 
intent  to  commit  a  crime  and  an  attempt  to 
commit  one. 

Vo  one  can  be  convicted  in  Kansas  except 
for  such  crimes  as  are  defined  by  statute, 
there  being  no  common-law  offense. 

State  y.  Young,  55  Kan.  349,  40  Pac.  659. 

In  order  to  constitute  an  attempt  to  com- 
mit an  indictable  offense,  some  physical  act 
must  be  done  towards  its  oominisslon,  and 
mere  solicitation,  no  matter. how  urgent  or 
long  persisted  in,  is  not  sufHcient. 

State  ▼.  Frazier,  53  Kan.  87,  42  Am.  St. 
Rep.  274,  36  Pac.  68;  Thompson  v.  People, 
96  111.  161;  2  Bishop,  Crim.  Proc.  U  86-92; 
Re  Lloyd,  61  Kan.  601,  33  Pac.  307 ;  State  v. 
Russell,  64  Kan.  798,  68  Pac.  615;  Hicks  v. 
Com.  86  Va.  223,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  891,  9  S. 
E.  1024;  Com,  v.  Clark,  6  Gratt.  675;  1 
Wharton,  Crim.  Law,  9th  ed.  U  192. 

An  attempt  to  commit  a  crime  is  com- 
pounded of  two  elements:  (1)  The  intent 
to  commit  it;  and  (2)  a  direct  ineffecttial 
act  done  towards  its  commission. 

Code,  1  3888;  2  Bishop,  Crim.  Proc.  71; 
Uhl  ▼.  Com,  6  Qratt.  706  ;  Mc  Dade  v.  Peo- 
ple, 29  Mich.  60;  Bouvier,  Law  Diet.  At- 
tempt; People  ▼.  Murray,  14  Cal.  160; 
United  States  v.  Savaloff,  3  Sawy.  311,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  16,  226;  Onited  States  v.  Stephens, 
8  Sawy.  116,  12  Fed.  52;  Coi-nwell  v.  Fra- 
ternal Acci.  Asso.  6  N.  D.201,  40  L.  R.  A. 
437,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  601,  69  N.  W.  191; 
Mulligan  ▼.  People,  5  Park.  Crim.  Rep.  105; 
«tate  V.  Clarissa,  11  Ala.  57;  Hick^  v.  Com. 

86  Va.  223,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  891,  9  S.  E. 
1024;  Stabler  v.  Com.  95  Pa.  318,  40  Am. 
Rep.  653;  State  v.  Butler,  8  Wash.  104,  25 
L.  R.  A.  434,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  900,  35  Pac. 
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1093;  1  Bishop,  Crim.  Law,  till  760,  702,  764; 
Reg.  V.  Taylor,  1  Fost.  &  F.  511;  Smith  v. 
Com.  54  Pa.  209,  93  Am.  Dec.  686;  Com.  v. 
Willard,  22  Pick.  476. 

Where  the  solicitation  is  not  in  itself  a 
substantive  offense,  or  where  there  has  been 
no  progress  made  towards  the  consummation 
of  the  independent  offense  attempted,  the 
question  whether  the  solicitation  is  by  itself 
the  subject  of  penal  prosecution  must  be 
answered  in  the  negative. 

1  Wharton,  Crim.  Law,  9th  ed.  179  ;Peo- 
ple  V.  Gardner,  73  Hun,  66,  25  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1072;  Stabler  v.  Com.  95  Pa.  318,  40  Am. 
Rep.  653. 

Merely  soliciting  one  to  do  an  act  is  not 
an  attempt  to  do  that  act. 

Rew  V.  Butler,  6  Car.  &  P.  368;  Smith  v. 
Com.  54  Pa.  209,  93  Am.  Dec.  686 ;  Kelly  v. 
Com.  1  Grant  Cas.  484;  Reg.  v.  Williams, 

1  Car.  &  K.  589 ;  Reg.  v.  Leiois,  9  Car.  A  P. 
523;  Reg.  v.  St.  George,  9  Car.  &  P.  483. 

The  provision  of  the  statute  ( H  5540,  Gen. 
Stat.  1901),  requiring  that  each  indictmept 
must  be  signed  by  the  prosecuting  attorney, 
is  mandatory,  as  much  so  as  the  provision 
requiring  that  it  shall  be  indorsed,  "A  true 
bill,"  with  the  name  of  the  foreman  signed 
thereto;  and  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the 
foreman  to  so  indorse  and  sign  an  indict- 
ment is  a  fatal  omission. 

State  V.  Joiner,  19  Mo.  224 ;  Teas  v.  State, 
7  Humph.  174;  Hite  v.  State,  9  Yerg.  198; 
State  v.  Soragan,  40  Vt.  450 ;  Oliver  v.  Com. 
05  Ky.  372,  25  S.  W.  600;  Strange  v.  State, 
110  Ind.  354,  11  N.  E.  357;  State  v.  Cooper, 

2  Blackf.  226;  State  y.  Bowman,  103  Ind.  69, 
2  N.  E.  289 ;  Bird  v.  State,  103  Tenn.  343, 
52  S.  W.  1076;  United  States  v.  Helriggle,  3 
Cranch,  C.  C.  179,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  15,344. 

An  indictment  must  be  signed  by  the  pros- 
ecuting attorney. 

Jackson  v.  State,  4  Kan.  150;  State  v. 
Brown,  63  Kan.  262,  65  Pac.  213;  Teas  v. 
State,  7  Humph.  174;  Bite  v.  Staie,  9  Yerg. 
198;  State  v.  Soragan,  40  Vt.  450;  State  v. 
Tannahill,  4  Kan.  117;  State  v.  Beddo,  22 
Utah.  432,  63  Pac.  96;  Shattuck  v.  Chandler, 
40  Kan.  516,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  £27,  20  Pac 
225;  Sutherland.  Stat.  Constr.  HU  333-454. 

When  one  section  of  a  statute  treats  solely 
and  especially  of  a  matter,  it  will  prevail,  as 
to  that  matter,  over  sections  in  which  only 
incidental  references  are  made  thereto. 

Long  v.  Culp,  14  Kan.  413;  Re  Donnelly, 
30  Kan.  191,  1  Pac.  648;  Shattuck  v.  Chand- 
ler, 40  Kan.  520,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  227,  20 
Pac.  225 :  South  Carolina  v.  Stoll,  17  Wall. 
425,  21  L.  ed.  650;  Nelden  v.  Clark,  20 
Utah,  382,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  917,  59  Pac.  524. 

Buroh,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Charles  M.  Bowles  was  indicted  by  a  grand 
12  ^  r 
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jury  of  Wyandotte  county.  The  indictment 
cliarged  that  the  defendant  did  unlawfully, 
feloniously,  T^-ickedly,  and  corruptly  offer 
and  promise  to  a  person  named  that  he 
would  pive  his  vote,  opinion,  judgment,  and 
action  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  education 
of  the  city  of  Kansas  City  in  favor  of  a  cer- 
tain matter  on  condition  that  he  be  paid  a 
sum  of  money  as  a  bribe  and  reward  for 
so  doing,  and  did  unlawfully,  feloniously, 
and  corruptly  seek  and  solicit  from  the 
party  named  the  payment  of  the  sum  of  mon- 
ey stated  as  a  reward  and  bribe  unlawfully 
and  corruptly  to  be  given  to  influence  him  in 
the  giving  of  his  opinion,  vote,  judgment, 
and  action.  The  indictment  concluded  and 
was  signed  as  follows:  "And  the  said  grand 
jurors  do  present  that,  by  the  means  and  acts 
aforesaid,  the  said  Charles  M.  Bowles  did 
then  and  there  unlawfully,  feloniously,  and 
corruptly  attempt  to  commit  tljo  crime  of  un- 
lawfully, feloniously,  and  corruptly  accept- 
ing and  receiving  money  from  the  said 
George  E.  Rose  under  an  undcr.standing  and 
agreement  which  ho,  the  said  Charles  M. 
Bowles,  then  and  there  unlawfully,  feloni- 
ously, and  corruptly  attempted  to  make  and 
enter  into,  that  the  vote,  opinion,  and  judg- 
ment of  the  said  Charles  M.  Bowles  should 
thereby  be  corruptly  influenced  to  be  cast 
and  given  in  favor  of  the  election  of  the 
said  George  E.  Rose  as  principal  and  teacher 
in  the  said  public  schools,  contrary  to  the 
statutes  in  such  case  made  and  provided, 
and  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of  the 
state  of  Kansas.  C.  C.  Coleman,  Attorney 
General  of  the  State  of  Kansas,  prosecuting 
in  Wyandotte  County."  A  motion  was  made 
to  quash  the  indictment  on  the  following 
grounds;  "(1)  The  indictment  is  not  signed 
by  the  county  attorney,  as  required  by  law. 
(2)  That  said  indictment  is  not  signed  by 
the  prosecuting  attorney  of  said  county,  as 
required  by  law.  (3)  That  said  indictment 
is  not  signed  by  any  person  as  attorney 
who  by  law  is  authorized  to  sign  indictments 
in  said  county.  (4)  That  the  facts  stated 
in  such  indictment  are  not  sufficient  to  con- 
stitute any  offense  or  crime  under  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  Kansas."  The  district  court 
sustaim^d  the  motion  and  quashed  the  indict- 
ment. The  state  appeals  upon  a  question  re- 
served/ 

The  essence  of  the  defendant's  claim  in 
reference  to  the  form  of  the  indictment  is 
that  it  can  be  signed  by  no  officer  of  the 
state  except  the  county  attorney  of  the  coun- 
ty in  which  the  grand  jury  sits.  While  the 
argument  is  re-enforced  from  other  sources, 
its  fundamental  content  is  derived  from 
the  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure  and  two 
decisions  rendered  in  this  state.  Section  5540, 
(Jen.  Stat.  1901,  reads  as  follows:  "Each 
indictment  must  be  signed  by  the  prosecut- 
(Jt)  L.  R.  A. 


ing  attorney;  and  when 'the  grand  jury  re- 
turn any  indictment  into  court  the  judge 
must  examine  it,  and  if  the  foreman  has 
neglected  to  indorse  it,  *A  true  bill,'  with 
his  name  signed  thereto,  or  if  the  prosecut- 
ing attorney  has  neglected  to  sign  his  name„ 
the  court  must  cause. the  foreman  to  in- 
dorse, or  the  prosecuting  attorney  to  sign, 
it,  as  the  case  may  require,  in  the  presence- 
of  the  jury.'*  In  the  case  of  State  v.  Nulf, 
15  Kan.  404,  the  following  language  is  used: 
"Under  the  laws  of  Kansas  the  *prosecuting- 
attorney'  is  always  the  *county  attorney' 
(Gen.  Stat.  283,  284,  §S  135-137).  That  is. 
every  criminal  action  prosecuted  in  the  name 
of  the  state  must  be  prosecuted  by  the  coun- 
ty attorney,  who  is  the  public  prosecutor. 
Therefore,  for  the  purpose  of  prosecuting 
criminal  actions,  the  prosecuting  attorney 
and  the  county  attorney  is  one  and  the 
same  person."  And  in  the  case  of  United 
States  v.  Weld,  1  Kan.  Dassler's  ed.,  21  Ap- 
px.,  decided  in  1860  by  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  for  the  first  judicial  district  of 
the  territory  of  Kansas,  the  syllabus  reads : 
"When  one  person  or  class  of  persons  is 
named  in  a  power  of  attorney,  or  an  act  of 
the  lawmaking  power,  as  being  authorized  to 
do  a  certain  thing  therein  named,  all  other 
persons  are  thereby  excluded  from  doing 
the  same  thing  as  effectually  as  if  they  were 
positively  forbidden." 

The  attorney  general  justifies  his  con- 
duct under  K  7271,  Gen.  Stat.  1901,  which 
provides:  "The  attorney  general  shall  ap- 
pear for  the  state,  and  prosecute  and  de- 
fend all  actions  and  proceedings,  civil  or 
criminal,  in  the  supreme  court,  in  which 
the  state  shall  be  interested  or  a  party ;  and 
shall  also,  when  required  by  the  governor 
or  either  branch  of  the  legislature,  appear 
for  the  stale  and  prosecute  or  defend,  in  any 
other  court,  or  before  any  officer,  in  any 
cause  or  matter,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which 
this  state  may  be  a  party  or  interested."  In 
the  year  18.15  the  legislature  of  the  territory 
of  Kansas  provided  for  the  election  of  a  dis- 
trict attorney  for  each  district  organized  for 
judicial  purposes.  He  was  required  to  ap- 
pear in  each  county  at  the  district  court  and 
prosecute  and  defend  on  behalf  of  the  terri- 
tory or  county  all  suits,  indictments,  appli- 
cations, or  motions,  civil  or  criminal,  in 
which  the  territory  or  county  should  be  a 
party,  and,  among  other  things,  to  draw, 
and  sign  all  indictments  or  other  pleadings 
connected  with  his  office.  The  same  legisla- 
ture adopted  a  Code  of  Criminal  Procedure 
which  made  it  the  duty  of  the  attorney  pros- 
ecuting in  the  county  to  attend  any  grand 
jury  whenever  required,  and  aid  in  various 
ways  in  the  conduct  of  its  proceedings:  but 
no  reference  was  made  to  the  matter  of  sig- 
natures to  indictments.  By  an  act  approved 
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February  12,  1858  (Laws  1857-58,  chap.  13, 
p.  105),  the  territorial  legislature  changed 
the  system  relating  to  local  prosecutors, 
and  created  the  office  of  county  attorney  for 
each  county  organized  for  judicial  purposes. 
Its  incumbent  was  required  to  appear  in  the 
several  courts  of  the  county  and  prosecute 
or  defend  actions,  attend  the  sittings  of 
the  grand  jury  when  required,  and  draw 
bills  of  indictment.  The  law  provided  that 
county  attorneys  should  be  elected  at  the 
general  election  following  the  session  of 
the  legislature ;  and,  of  necessity,  district  at- 
torneys remained  in  office  until  the  new  sys- 
tem became  operative.  By  another  act,  ap- 
proved February  12,  1858,  the  same  legis- 
lature changed  the  Code  of  Criminal  Pro- 
cedure, and  adopted  a  provision  in  reference 
to  the  manner  in  which  indictments  should 
be  signed,  in  all  respects  identical  with 
$  5540,  Gen.  Stat.  1901,  already  quoted. 
This  act  took  effect  immediately  after  its 
passage.  It  is  plain,  therefore,  that  the  words 
"prosecuting  attorney,"  in  the  new  Code, 
were  designed  to  embrace  both  the  district 
attorney  who  would  have  authority  to  pros- 
ecute until  the  next  general  election  and 
the  county  attorney,  who  would  then  be 
the  local  prosecutor. 

Daring  territorial  days  the  attorney  gen- 
eral was  an  official  deriving  his  power  and 
authority  from  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.  There  was  therefore  no  multi= 
plicity  of  officers,  some  one  of  whom  need- 
ed to  be  designated  to  perform  the  special 
duty  of  signing  indictments,  to  the  exclu- 
sion of  all  others.  All  that  was  necessary 
was  to  provide  for  the  due  authentication  of 
true  bills  returned  by  the  grand  jury.  The 
object  of  the  statute  was  not  to  confer  a 
special  power  upon  an  individual,  according 
to  the  principle  announced  in  the  case  of  the 
I'nitcd  States  v.  Weld,  but  to  protect  the  le- 
fritimacy  of  a  document.  To  the  attorney  in 
charge  of  the  territory's  case  at  the  time 
was  assigned  this  duty.  He  might  be  dis- 
trict attorney,  with  jurisdiction  extending 
over  all  the  counties  of  a  judicial  district, 
or  he  might  be  county  attorney,  with  a  much 
more  limited  range  of  authority,  but  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  whatever  his  official 
title  and  whatever  the  scope  of  his  terri- 
tory, was  to  sign  indictments.  Upon  its  ad- 
mission into  the  Union  the  new  state  abol- 
ished the  office  of  county  attorney,  and  re- 
turned to  the  former  system  of  district  at- 
torneys. In  1864  the  office  of  county  attorney 
was  restored.  But  the  statute  of  1858  re- 
lating to  the  authentication  of  indictments 
has  persisted,  unmodified,  to  the  present 
time.  In  the  organization  of  the  state  gov- 
ernment the  office  of  attorney  general  was 
ereated,  and  by  an  act  approved  June  3, 
1861  (Laws  1861,  chap.  58,  p.  216),  it  was 
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provided  that  the  attorney  general,  when- 
ever required  by  the  governor  or  either 
branch  of  the  legislature,  should  appear  for 
the  state  and  prosecute  or  defend,  in  any 
court,  or  before  any  officer,  in  any  cause 
or  matter,  civil  or  criminal,  in  which  the 
state  might  be  a  party  or  interested.  The 
substance  of  this  act  has  been  preserved 
in  all  subsequent  revisions  of  the  law,  and 
it  now  appears  as  §  7271,  Gen.  Stat.  1901. 
The  experience  of  members  of  the  legislature 
during  territorial  times  had  taught  them 
the  necessity  of  a  state  government  equip- 
ped with  sufficient  power  to  protect  public 
rights  and  redress  public  injuries  through- 
out the  entire  state,  independent  of  the  at- 
titude of  local  authorities  who  miglit  be 
indiflferent,  incapable,  or  even  antagonistic. 
They  had  suffered  from  the  baleful  manifes- 
tations of  sectionalism  within  the  state 
as  well  as  between  diflferent  states,  and  the 
purpose  was  to  make  the  authority  of  the 
government  felt,  through  its  chief  law  offi- 
cer, in  every  part  of  its  territory,  if  the 
chief  executive  or  either  branch  of  the  leg- 
islature should  determine  it  to  be  necessary. 
The  language  of  the  statute  indicates  that 
the  intention  was  to  grant  plenary  power 
to  the  attorney  general  to  this  end,  and 
he  was  invested  with  full  authority  to  use 
all  the  means  afTorded  by  the  law  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  any  situation  and  fully 
protect  the  interests  of  the  state.  When 
directed  by  the  governor  or  either  branch 
of  the  legislature  to  appear  and  prosecute 
criminal  proceedings  in  any  county,  he 
becomes  the  prosecuting  attorney  of  that 
coimty  in  those  proceedings,,  and  has  all 
the  rights  that  any  prosecuting  officer  there 
may  have,  including  those  of  appearing 
before  the  grand  jury,  signing  indictments, 
and  pursuing  cases  to  final  determination. 

In  23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
268,  there  is  a  fair  statement  of  what  is 
included  in  the  term  "prosecute:"  "To 
prosecute  is  to  proceed  against  judicially. 
A  prosecution  is  the  act  of  conducting  or 
waging  a  proceeding  in  court;  the  means 
adopted  to  bring  a  supposed  offender  to 
justice  and  punishment  by  due  course  of 
law.  It  is  also  defined  aa  the  institution  or 
commencement  and  continuance  of  a  crimi- 
nal suit:  the  process  of  exhibiting  formal 
charges  against  an  offender  before  a  legal 
tribunal,  and  pursuing  them  to  final  judg- 
ment on  behalf  of  the  state  or  government, 
a^  by  indictment  or  information."  The  rea- 
soning of  decided  cases,  involving  differing 
states  of  fact,  leads  to  the  same  conclusion. 
Choen  v.  State,  85  Ind.  209;  Territory  v. 
Harding,  6  Mont.  323,  12  Pac.  750;  State  eaf 
reL  yoian  v.  District  Court,  22  Mont.  25,  55 
Pac.  916,  918. 

The  remark  of  Mr.  Justice  Valentine  in 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


180 


Kansas  Supreme  Court. 


Feb., 


State  V.  Xulf,  15  Kan.  404,  was  made  with- 
out attention  having  been  called  to  this  pow- 
er of  the  attorney  general.  The  court  was 
not  then  conbidering,  and  did  not  pretend 
to  decide,  the  question  now  under  discussion. 
Certainly  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the 
court  to  nullify,  by  tliat  decision,  the  stat- 
ute which  gives  the  attorney  general  the 
right  to  prosecute  whenever  required  by  the 
governor  or  either  branch  of  the  legislature 
to  do  so. 

Time  has  abated  nothing  from  the  strength 
of  purpose  indicated  by  the  words  of  the 
statute  under  consideration.  Indeed,  the 
power  of  the  attorney  general  in  our  polit- 
ical system  has  subHequently  been  enlarged, 
and  he  may  now,  upon  his  own  motion,  un- 
dertake the  enforcement  of  the  prohibitory 
liquor  law  in  any  county  of  the  state,  if  the 
county  attorney  is  unable  or  neglects  to  do 
80,  and  to  that  end  may  perform  any  act 
which  the  county  attorney  may  perform. 
What,  if  any,  common-law  powers  he  may 
possess,  it  is  not  necessary,  in  view  of  the 
statute,  to  determine. 

The  indictment  was  signed  by  an  attorney 
who  wa^  by  law  authorized  to  sign  indict- 
ments in  Wyandotte  county,  and  it  should 
not  have  been  quashed  upon  any  one  of  the 
first  three  grounds  stated  in  the  motion  to 
quash. 

In  the  brief  for  the  defendant  it  is  urged 
that  the  indictment  was  insufncient  because 
the  authority  of  the  attorney  general  to  sign 
it  was  not  stated.  The  motion  to  quash  does 
not  raise  this  question,  but  the  attorney  gen- 
eral argues  it  as  if  it  were  a  matter  in  dis- 
pute before  the  district  court.  Therefore,  it 
is  proper  to  say  that  the  signature  was  suffi- 
cient. The  district  court  was  obliged  to  take 
judicial  notice  of  the  official  character  and 
identity  of  the  attorney  general,  and  of 
the  executive  requirement  upon  him  to  ap- 
pear and  prosecute.  The  action  of  the  gov- 
ernor was  a  matter  of  court  cognizance,  and 
not  a  matter  for  the  indictment  to  express. 
The  attorney  general  was  no  more  required 
to  indicate  that  he  was  acting  under  an  ex- 
ecutive order  than  the  county  attorney  is  re- 
quired to  refer  to  the  fact  of  his  election,  the 
taking  of  his  oath,  and  the  filing  of  his  bond. 
Having  authority  to  sign  the  indictment, 
the  attorney  general  did  all  the  statute  re- 
quires when  he  signed  it.  State  v.  A'uif,  15 
Kan.  404;  State  v.  TannahilU  4  Kan.  117; 
State  V.  Kinney f  81  Mo.  101 :  Vhoen  v.  State, 
85  Ind.  209;  10  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  448. 

The  act  charged  against  the  defendant  in 
the  body  of  the  indictment  is  the  solicita- 
tion of  a  bribe.  The  legislature  has  not  seen 
fit  to  make  the  solicitation  of  a  bribe  pun- 
ishable in  express  terms,  and  the  question 
is  if  the  same  end  may  be  reached  through 
the  statute  re  hi  ting  to  attempts.  In  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


light  of  the  history  of  the  legislation  of  this 
state  concerning  bribery,  the  omission  from 
the  statute  may  well  be  regarded  as  conclu- 
sive. The  subject  is  an  old  one.  W^hen  the 
aged  Samuel  was  testifying  his  integrity,  he 
said;  "W^hose  ox  have  I  taken?  or  whose  asn 
have  I  taken?  or  whom  have  I  defrauded? 
whom  have  I  oppressed?  or  of  whose  hand 
have  I  received  any  bribe  to  blind  mine  eyes 
therewith?  and  I  will  restore  it  you."  Isaiah 
accorded  the  privileges  of  the  godly  to  him 
"that  shaketh  his  hands  from  holding  of 
bribes,''  and  David  sang  of  a  separation  of 
life  and  soul  from  those  whose  "right  hand 
is  full  of  bribes."  The  governments  of  all 
the  civilized  peoples  which  have  arisen  since 
those  ancient  days  have  struggled  with  the 
problem.  Previous  to  the  year  1869  receiv- 
ing a  bribe  was  a  crime  in  this  state.  By 
chapter  43,  p.  128,  of  the  Laws  of  that  year 
the  legislature  repealed  all  sections  of  the 
bribery  statute  then  in  force,  so  far  as  they 
related  to  bribe  takers.  For  a  period  of 
twenty  six  years  following  this  repeal,  olTi- 
cers  who  received  rewards  for  official  con- 
duct were  not  amenable  to  criminal  pun- 
ishment at  all  for  their  corrupt  acts.  In 
1895  the  matter  again  became  the  subject 
of  legislative  cognizance,  and  the  present 
law  was  enacted,  providing  as  follows: 
"Any  officer  of  the  state  or  of  any  county, 
city,  district,  or  township,  after  his  election 
or  appointment,  and  either  before  or  after 
he  shall  have  qualified,  or  entered  up- 
on his  official  duties,  whoP  shall  accept  or 
receive  any  money,  or  the  loan  of  any 
money,  or  any  real  or  personal  property  or 
any  pecuniary  or  other  personal  advanta^^*, 
present  or  prospective,  under  any  agreement 
or  understanding  that  his  vote,  opinion, 
judgment,  or  action  shall  be  thereby  in- 
fluenced, or  as  a  reward  for  having  given  or 
withheld  any  vote,  opinion,  or  judgment,  in 
any  matter  before  him  in  his  official  capaci- 
ty, or  having  wrongfully  done  or  omitted 
to  do  any  official  act,  shall  be  pimished  by  a 
fine  of  not  less  than  $200  nor  more  than 
$1,000,  or  by  imprisonment  for  not  less  than 
one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years  in  the 
penitentiary  at  hard  labor,  or  by  both  such 
tine  and  imprisonment,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court.'  Oen.  Stat.  1901,  §  2212.  The  stat- 
utes of  many  states  by  express  provision 
pimish  the  solicitation  of  bribes.  The  stat- 
ute of  this  state  in  force  in  1895  relating 
to  the  giving  of  bribes  devoted  a  separate 
section  to  offering  or  attempting  to  bribe. 
The  appearance  in  the  new  law  of  an  analo- 
gous section  relating  to  soliciting  or  at- 
tempting to  secure  a  bribe  might  well  have 
been  anticipated,  but  nothing  of  the  kind 
was  inserted.  Presumably  the  legislature 
expressed  itself  fully,  and  did  not  intend  to 
punish  a  solicitor  unless  he  actually  received 
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the  bribe.  The  spectacle  of  a  public  officer 
solieitiii^  his  own  purchase  is  so  disgusting 
that  the  subject  scarcely  could  have  escaped 
the  legislative  attention.  But  many  prac- 
tical considerations  are  involved  in  the  de- 
t^'ction  and  punishment  of  bribery.  Ordina- 
rily, disclosure  must  c6me  from  one  or  the 
other  of  the  participants  in  the  despicable 
business.  Solicitation,  however,  is  extreme- 
ly rare  compared  with  offers  to  corrupt,  and 
the  same  policy  which  so  long  exempted  the 
bribe  taker  altogether  may  have  been  deemed 
wisest  in  regard  to  solicitation.  In  any  event, 
this  court  should  not  be  called  upon  to  out- 
strip the  legislature  and  by  construction 
invent  a  crime  which,  with  many  precedents 
before  them  the  law-makers  might  have 
delineated  in  a  few  words  while  engaged  in 
the  work  of  remodeling  the  bribery  law. 

Aside  from  these  considerations,  the  court 
is  of  the  opinion  that  the  solicitation  of  a 
bribe  is  not  an  attempt  to  accept  or  receive 
a  bribe  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute 
relating  to  attempts.  That  statute  reads: 
"Eveiy  person  who  shall  attempt  to  com- 
mit an  offense  prohibited  by  law,  and  in 
fluch  attempt  shall  do  any  act  toward  the 
oommission  of  such  offense  but  shall  fail 
in  the  perpetration  thereof,  or  shall  be  pre- 
vented or  intercepted  in  executing  the  same, 
npon  conviction  thereof,  shall,  in  cases  where 
no  provision  is  made  by  law  for  the  punish- 
ment of  such  attempt,  be  punished  as  fol- 
lowii."  Gen.  Stat.  1901,  §  2284. 

In  determining  whether  certain  conduct 
was  punishable  criminally  at  common  law, 
English  judges  have  ^'•equently  made  the 
statement  that  soliciting  is  an  act  done 
which  in  itself  is  sufficient,  when  coupled 
with  wrongful  intent,  to  constitute  a  crime. 
In  discussing  the  subject,  the  word  "solicit" 
has  been  used  in  the  same  connection  with 
words  like  "incite,"  "endeavor,"  and  "at- 
tempt," but  the  purpose  in  view  has  been 
to  show  that  solicitation  in  itself  embodied 
the  elements  of  an  independent  crime,  and 
not  to  discriminate  it  as  an  ineffectual  at- 
tempt to  commit  another  crime  in  the  sense 
of  our  statute.  This  is  plain  from  a  critical 
reading  of  the  leading  case  of  King  y..Hig- 
jTiM,  2  East,  5.  The  headnote  accurately 
expresses  the  conclusion  of  the  judges,  as  fol- 
lows: 'To  solicit  a  servant  to  steal  his  mas- 
ter's goods  is  a  misdemeanor,  though  it  be 
not  charged  in  the  indictment  that  the  serv- 
ant stole  the  goods,  nor  that  any  other  act 
Was  done  except  the  soliciting  and  inciting. 
And  such  offense  is  indictable  at  the  ses- 
sions, having  a  tendency  to  a  breach  of  the 
p^^ce."  Lord  Kenyon,  Ch.  J.,  and  Le  Blanc, 
J.,  were  able  to  express  themselves  without 
confusing  attempt  and  solicitation.  Justices 
^rose  and  Lawrence  were  more  discursive, 
Md  hy  their  language  opened  the  way  to 
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much  of  the  uncertainty  relating  to  the  law 
of  attempt  in  this  country.  In  his  work  on 
Criminal  Law,  Mr.  Bishop  has  evidently 
seized  upon  the  words  most  favorable  to  his 
purpose  in  this  and  other  similar  cases,  in 
an  effort,  supported,  however,  by  some  au- 
thority, to  establish  the  doctrine  that  solici- 
tation is  an  attempt.  The  case  of  Heselton 
V.  Lister,  Cooke  C.  P.  88,  is  cited.  The  entire 
report  of  that  case  is  here  given,  because 
it  is  apparently  referred  to  as  deciding 
that  solicitation  is  an  attempt  in  a  brib- 
ery case.  "A  motion  to  justify  bail  upon 
examination  of  the  bail  in  court.  The  plain- 
tiff's attorney  showed  to  the  court  that  the 
same  persons  were  bail  in  another  cause, 
and  represented  that  he  verily  believed  they 
were  very  insufficient,  for  the  defendant 
himself  had  told  him  they  were  not  worth 
a  groat.  He  likewise  informed  the  court 
that  one  Dewell,  a  sheriff's  officer,  had  just 
then  been  with  him,  and  told  him  if  he 
would  go  out  of  court  the  defendant  would 
give  him  half  a  guinea.  Dewell  was  like- 
wise examined  upon  oath,  and  declared  the 
same.  Upon  this  the  court  all  agreed  that 
this  was  an  attempt  in  the  defendant  to 
pervert  justice,  and  a  notorious  contempt  of 
the  court,  and  committed  him  to  the  Fleet 
till  farther  order."  A  number  of  American 
cases  used  as  authority  for  the  proposition 
of  the  same  text  throw  no  more  light  on 
the  subject  than  King  v.  Higgins.  The  re- 
porter of  the  case  of  United  States  v.  Wor- 
rail,  2  Dall.  384,  1  L.  ed.  426,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
16,766,  says  the  defendant  in  that  proceeding 
was  charged  with  an  attempt  to  bribe.  The 
indictment  uses  no  such  language,  and  the 
only  legal  question  argued  and  determined 
was  if  the  courts  of  the  United  States  had 
jurisdiction  of  common  law  offenses,  and 
that  question  was  decided  wrong.  In  the 
case  of  State  v.  Avery,  7  Conn.  267,  18  Am. 
Dec.  105,  the  sole  question  was  if  the  solici- 
tation of  another  to  commit  adultery  was 
a  high  crime  and  misdemeanor  cognizable 
by  the  superior  court,  and  not  if  an  attempt 
could  be  made  out  from  mere  solicitation.  In 
the  case  of  Com.  v.  Harrington,  3  Pick. 
26,  the  headnote  is  accurate,  and  reads: 
"Exciting,  encouraging,  and  aiding  a  per- 
son to  commit  a  misdemeanor  is  of  itself 
a  misdemeanor."  The  same  is  true  of 
the  case  of  Com.  v.  Flagg,  135  Mass.  545, 
where  it  is  said:  "It  is  an  indictable  offense 
at  common  law  for  one  to  counsel  and  soli- 
cit another  to  commit  a  felony,  although 
the  solicitation  is  of  no  effect,  and  the  crime 
counseled  is  not  in  fact  committed."  The 
citation  of  the  case  of  Com.  v.  M'  Oilly  Ad- 
dison (Pa.)  21,  to  prove  that  solicitation 
is  equivalent  to  attempt,  is  astonishing. 
The  report  is  of  an  occurrence  in  the  county 
court  of  Allegheny  county,  and  reads  thus: 
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"Indlctmeut  for  a  misdemeanor.  Boggs  per- 
suaded M'Gill  to  steal,  and  deliver  to  him, 
a  conveyance,  for  100  acres  of  land,  execut- 
ed by  Henry  Shaver  to  his  son  and  daughter. 
This  land  was  part  of  a  larger  tract  of 
which  Shaver  had  been  possessed  under  a 
location  of  a  Virginia  certificate.  He  in- 
tended this  100  acres  as  a  provision  for  his 
two  children,  and,  having  sold  the  rest  to 
Boggs,  he  conveyed  the  location  or  certifi- 
cate to  him  that  he  might  take  a  patent  for 
the  whole  in  his  name,  and  took  an  article 
or  bond  on  Boggs-  to  convey  this  100  acres 
to  his  children  after  he  obtained  the  patent 
for  the  whole.  They  were  convicted.  The 
court  suggested  that  it  might  be  useful  if 
Boggs,  having  the  title  to  this  land,  should 
before  sentence  execute  a  conveyance  to  the 
son  and  daughter  of  Shaver.  He  did  so,  and 
judgment  was  given."  The  case  of  People  v. 
Bush,  4  Hill,  133,  is  the  strongest  authority 
cited  in  support  of  the  text  referred  to.  Con- 
cerning that  cast,  however,  it  might  be  ar- 
gued that  the  conduct  proceeded  beyond  solic- 
itation. The  prisoner,  besides  soliciting  to 
airson,  furnished  materials  to  accomplish  the 
burning,  and  was  held  guilty  of  an  attempt 
under  a  statute  similar  to  that  of  this  state. 
The  doctrine  of  People  v.  Bush  is  repudiat- 
ed by  the  supreme  court  of  West  Virginia 
in  an  able  and  exhaustive  opinion  in  the 
case  of  State  v.  Bailer,  26  W.  Va.  90,  63  Am. 
Rep.  66,  and  contrary  to  State  v.  Avery,  the 
supreme  court  of  Washington,  in  a  recent 
carefully  reasoned  case,  holds  that  "mere 
solicitation  to  commit  adultery  is  not  an  at- 
tempt to  commit  the  crime."  State  v.  But- 
ler, 8  Wash.  194,  25  L.  R.  A.  434,  40  Am. 
St.  Rep.  900,  35  Pac.  1093.  Appended  to 
the  reprint  of  this  decision  in  25  L.  R.  A. 
434,  is  an  editorial  note  relating  to  the 
criminality  of  solicitation  to  crime  which 
is  not  consummated,  in  which  many  cases 
are  analyzed  and  classified.  Upon  the  branch 
of  the  subject  now  under  consideration  the 
following  conclusion  is  reached:  "The  au- 
thorities are  not  so  uniform  upon  the  ques- 
tion how  far  solicitation  is  an  attempt.  But 
the  weight  of  authority  is  in  accord  with 
State  V.  Butler,  that  it  is  not  an  attempt. 
The  very  definition  of  attempt  precludes  the 
possibility  of  its  including  a  mere  solicita- 
tion." Likewise,  in  12  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p. 
183,  where  numerous  authorities  are  collat- 
ed, it  is  said:  "Some  of  the  courts  have 
treated  solicitation  to  commit  a  crime  as 
an  attempt.  By  the  weight  of  authority, 
however,  it  is  not  a  sufficient  overt  act  to  be 
indictable  as  an  attempt,  but  must  be  in- 
dicted as  a  distinct  ofl'ense."  In  the  state  of 
Illinois  a  statute  (Hurd's  Rev.  Stat.  1903, 
chap.  38,  §  273,  p.  070,)  was  enacted  reading 
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as  follows:  "Whoever  attempts  to  commit 
an  offense  prohibited  by  law,  and  does  any 
act  toward  it,  but  fails,  or  is  intercepted 
or  prevented  in  its  execution,  where  no  ex- 
press provision  is  made  by  law  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  such  attempt,  shall  be  punished.'* 
In  construing  this  statute,  the  supreme  court 
of  that  state  said:  "The  words  'whosoever 
attempts  to  commit  any  offense  prohibited 
by  law,  and  does  any  act  towards  it,'  must 
be  construed,  in  cases  like  the  present,  to 
mean  a  physical  act,  as  contradistinguished 
from  a  verbal  declaration;  that  is,  it  must 
be  a  step  taken  towards  the  actual  commis- 
sion of  the  offense,  and  not  a  mere  effort, 
by  persuasion,  to  produce  the  condition  of 
mind  essential  to  the  commission  of  the  of- 
fense." Cox  V.  People,  82  111.  191,  193.  In  the 
case  of  State  v.  Harney,  101  Mo.  470,  14  S. 
W.  657,  the  opinion  reads:  "For  a  man  to 
have  sexual  intercourse  with  a  female  child 
under  the  age  of  twelve  years  is  for  that 
man  to  be  guilty  of  rape.  Rev.  Stat.  1879, 
§  1253.  And  the  law  declares  tlmt  'cvctv  per- 
son who  shall  attempt  to  coiniiiit  :m  lilViise 
prohibited  by  law,  and  in  such  atu-jucc  shall 
do  any  act  towards  the  commission  of  ?uch 
offense,  but  shall  fail  in  the  perpetr:ition 
thereof,  shall  be  punished,'  etc.  Rev.  Stat. 
1879,  §  1(U5.  The  only  charge  that  can  be 
evolved  from  tlie  verbose  reiterations  of  this 
indictment  is  tliat  the  defendant  by  verbal 
solicitations  tried  to  obtain  the  consent  of 
a  child  under  the  age  of  twelve  years  to 
have  sexual  intercourse  with  him,  and  failed. 
However  despicable  and  deserving  of  pun- 
ishment such  conduct  may  be,  it  falls  short 
of  tlie  criminal  offense  attempted  to  be 
charged,  to  constitute  which  there  must  be 
an  actual  attempt  to  have  intercourse  with 
such  child.  So  long  as  the  evil  purpose  dwells 
in  contemplation  only,  it  is  beyond  the  grasp 
of  these  provisions  of  the  law."  And  in  the 
case  of  Hicks  v.  Com.  86  Va,  223,  19  Am.  St. 
Rep.  891,  9  S.  E.  1024,  it  is  said:  "The  act 
must  reach  far  enough  towards  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  desired  result  to  amount 
to  the  commencement  of  the  consummation. 
It  must  not  be  merely  preparatory.  In  other 
words,  while  it  need  not  be  the  last. prox- 
imate act  to  the  consummation  of  the  of- 
fense attempted  to  be  perpetrated,  it  must 
approach  sufficiently  near  to  it  to  stand  ei- 
ther as  the  first,  or  some  subsequent,  step 
in  a  direct  movement  towards  the  commis- 
sion of  the  offense  after  the  preparations  are 
made."  This  court  has  virtually  adopted  the 
restricted  meaning  of  the  word  "attempt" 
indicated  by  these  decisions. 

In  the  case  of  Re  Lloyds  51  Kan.  501,  502, 
33  Pac.  307,  the  position  is  taken  that  an 
attempt  must  involve  an  overt  act  beyond 
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boli citation,  and  in  the  case  of  Be  Schurman, 
40  Kan.  633,  542,  20  Pac.  277,  282,  it  is 
said:  "If  ivhat  was  charged  would  naturally 
have  resulted  in  inducing  the  company  to 
part  with  its  money,  such  attempt  would 
probably  be  an  offense;  'but  when  between 
the  attempt  and  the  execution  is  interposed 
the  volition  of  an  independent  moral  agent, 
then,  by  stress  of  the  definition  just  given, 
an  indictable  attempt  is  not  made  out.'  1 
Wharton,  Crim.  Law,  §§  177,  178."  In  a 
very  recent  case  the  supreme  court  of  Mich- 
igan admitted  the  principle  announced  by 
Dr.Wharton  to  be  applicable  to  the  crime  of 
bribery,  and  held  the  solicitation  of  a  bribe 
to  be  punishable,  not  as  an  attempt,  but  as 
an  independent  common-law  crime.  "It 
i^  strenuously  contended  that  the  indictment 
charges  no  offense  known  to  the  laws  of  this 
istate.  It  is  conceded  by  the  learned  counsel 
for  the  state  that  there  is  no  statute  defin- 
ing the  offense  set  out  in  the  indictment, 
but  it  is  contended  that  the  case  falls  with- 
in the  statute  (3  Comp.  Laws,  §  11,795) 
providing  for  the  punishment  of  offenses  in- 
dictable at  the  common  law.  In  other  words, 
it  is  claimed  that  the  indictment  sets  out 
an  offense  at  the  common  law.  Respondent's 
counsel  assert  that  solicitation  to  commit 
a  crime  is  not  indictable  when  there  is  inter- 
pcjsed  between  the  solicitation  on  the  one 
hand  and  the  proposed  illegal  act  on  the 
other  the  resisting  will  of  another  person, 
which  other  person  refuses  assent  and  co- 
operation; citing,  among  other  cases,  Mc- 
Dade  v.  People,  29  Mich.  50,  and  Smith  v. 
Com.  54  Pa.  209,  93  Am.  Dec.  686.  It  may  be 
accurate  to  say  that  what  is  treated  in  the 
law  as  an  attempt  to  commit  a  crime  is  not 
complete  where  there  is  interposed  between 
the  solicitor  and  the  consummation  of  the 
completed  offense  the  resisting  will  of  the 
one  whom  the  solicitor  seeks  to  employ  as  the 
active  agent.  But  to  say  that  a  solicitation 
may  not  amount  to  an  offense  under  these 
circumstances  is  to  deny  that  a  solicitation 
to  commit  a  felony  is  punishable  at  the  com- 
mon law  as  a  substantive  and  completed 
offense."  People  v.  Hammond,  132  Mich.  422, 
93  X.  W.  1084.  The  inference  from  this  de- 
cision is  that  soliciting  a  bribe  would  not 
be  punishable  in  Michigan,  except  for  the 
statute  recognizing  common-law  offenses. 
That  it  is  not  punishable  in  Texas  appears 
from  the  case  of  Hutchinson  v.  State,  36 
Tex.  293,  in  which  it  is  said:  "The  indict- 
ment was  drawn  under  article  1870,  Pas- 
chars  Digest,  and  the  pleader  attempted  to 
charge  the  defendant  with  accepting  a  bribe ; 
but  the  indictment  wholly  fails  to  make  any 
8uch  charge  specifically,  and  only  charges 
him  with  offering  to  receive  a  bribe.  This  is 
69  L.  R.  A. 


not  an  offense  punishable  as  a  crime  under 
the  law."  There  are  no  common-law  of- 
fenses in  this  state,  and  there  can  be  no  con- 
victions in  this  state  except  for  such  crimes 
as  are  defined  by  statute.  State  v.  Young,  55 
Kan.  349,  40  Pac.  659. 

In  harmony  with  what  is  undoubtedly 
the  modern  trend  of  the  law,  this  court  is 
constrained  to  hold  that,  so  long  as  the  will 
of  the  person  solicited  is  opposed  to  the  cor- 
rupt conduct,  there  can  be  no  attempt,  in 
the  legal  sense,  to  accept  or  receive  a  bribe. 
After  a  willingness  of  mind  on  the  part 
of  both  participants  has  been  established, 
the  matter  of  giving  and  receiving  the  bribe 
money  or  other  pecuniary  or  personal  ad- 
vantage must  still  be  accomplished.  That 
transaction  may  be  very  simple  or  very  com- 
plex, and  the  room  for  attempt  may  be  very 
wide  or  very  narrow,  but  until  it  is  finally 
undertaken  and  some  act  done,  the  stage  of 
attempt  has  not  been  entered  upon.  The  re- 
marks of  the  supreme  court  of  Maryland 
in  an  opinion  denying  that  solicitation  con- 
stitutes an  attempt  are  pertinent  to  this 
case:  "Certainly  it  would  be  a  great  pub- 
lic calamity  to  invent  crimes  by  subtle,  in- 
genious, and  astute  deduction.  In  all  free 
countries  the  criminal  law  ought  to  be  plain, 
perspicuous,  and  easily  apprehended  by  the 
common  intelligence  of  the  community.  It  is 
the  essence  of  cruelty  and  injustice  to  pun- 
ish men  for  acts  which  can  be  construed 
to  be  crimes  only  by  the  application  of  arti- 
ficial principles  according  to  a  mode  of 
disquisition  unknown  in  the  ordinary  busi- 
ness and  pursuits  of  life.  The  legislature, 
with  ample  power  over  the  whole  subject, 
determined  what  offenses  should  be  punish- 
ed. If  it  had  desired  that  other  actions  of 
a  cognate  character  should  become  penal, 
it  would  have  so  enacted.  It  is  the  duty  of 
the  courts  to  interpret  and  administer  the 
legislative  will,  but  in  cases  of  criminal 
cognizance  they  must  resolutely  determine 
never  to  exceed  it.  .  .  .  The  law  would 
not  be  a  practical  system  if  it  did  not  de- 
fine with  precision  the  nature  and  circum- 
stances of  the  attempts  which  are  criminal, 
and  determine  what  acts  are  necessary  to 
make  the  attempt  a  substantive  offense.  In 
our  judgment  it  has  done  so,  and  not  left 
us  to  grope  after  results  under  the  guidance 
of  vague  general  expressions."  Lamb  v. 
State,  67  Md.  524,  10  Atl.  208,  298. 

The  indictment  was  properly  quashed  up- 
on the  last  ground  stated  in  the  motion,  and 
the  judgment  of  the  Distriot  Cowrt  is  ap 
firmed. 


All  the  Justices  concur* 
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PEOPLE  of  the  State  of  Michigan  em  rel. 
City  of  DETROIT 

V, 

BOARD  OF  INSPECTORS  OF  ELECTION 
for  the  Fourth  District,  Second  Ward, 
City  of  Detroit. 


(. 


.Mich. 


.) 


A  Statute  pernilttims  tbe  nae  of  a  vot- 
Imir  macblne  which  assures  secrecy,  free 
choice  of  candidates,  a  correct  record  of  the 
▼ote,  and  a  correct  record  and  announcement 
of  the  total  yote  given  for  each  candidate, 
does  not  contravene  a  constitutional  require- 
ment that  all  votes  at  elections  shall  be  given 
by  ballot. 

(March  80,  1905.) 

CERTIORARI  to  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Wayne  County  to  review  a  judgment 
dei^ng  a  writ  of  mandamus  to  compel  re- 
spondent to  utilize  voting  machines  at  a 
coming  election.    Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Lewis  A.  Stonen&an,  with  Mr, 
Tin&otliy  E.  Tarmey,  for  relator: 

The  word  "ballot,"  as  used  in  the  Consti- 
tution and  in  literature,  means  secret  vot- 
ing, in  contradistinction  to  viva  vooe,  or 
open,  voting. 

23  Am.  Law  Rev.  p.  725 ;  Opinion  of  Jus- 
tices, 7  Me.  495,  Appx.;  Temple  v.  Mead,  4 
Vt.  540;  Williams  v.  Stein,  38  Ind.  90,  10 
Am.  Rep.  97 ;  Ritchie  v.  Richards,  14  Utah, 
345,  47  Pac.  670;  Brisbin  v.  Cleary,  26 
Minn.  107,  1  N.  W.  825;  Otero  v.  Oallegos, 
1  Bartlett  Contested  Elect.  Cas.  177 ;  People 
ex  rel.  Willia^ns  v.  Cicott,  16  Mich.  207,  97 
Am.  Dec.  141;  People  ex  rel.  Smith  v.  Pease, 
27  N.  Y.  81,  84  Am.  Dec.  242;  Atty,  Oen,  v. 
Detroit,  58  Mich.  213,  55  Am.  Rep.  675,  24 
N.  W.  887 ;  State  v.  Shaw,  9  S.  C.  N.  S.  138 ; 
State  ex  rel  Smith  v.  Anderson,  26  Fla.  240, 
SSo,l;  Ex  parte  Arnold,  128  Mo.  260,  33  L. 
R.  A.  386, 49  Am.  St.  Rep.  557, 30  S.  W.  768, 
1036;  4  Encyclopedia  Britannica,  8th  ed. 
399. 

The  Australian  ballot  created  two  diffi- 
culties: First,  it  imited  mistakes  in  marking 
the  ballot,  and,  second,  caused  needless  delay 
and  controversy  in  the  count,  resulting  in 
the  throwing  out  of  many  of  the  votes,  and 
requiring,  in  some  precincts,  as  much  as 
forty  hours  to  count  the  votes. 

Coulehan  v.  White,  95  Md.  703,  53  Atl. 
786;  M'Crary,  Elections,  §  728. 


Note. — For  other  cases  In  this  series  as  to 
right  to  use  voting  machine  under  constitu- 
tional provisions  providing  for  voting  by  ballot, 
Kee  Opinion  of  Justices,  36  L.  R.  A.  547,  and  Re 
House  Bill  No.  1,201,  54  L.  R.  A.  43a 
60  L.  R.  A. 


The  voting  machine  is  the  next  step,  and 
is  the  outgrowth  of  the  Australian  ballot, 
and  cures  its  defects,  and  a  vote  cast  thereby 
is  voting  by  ballot  in  the  meaning  of  the 
Constitution. 

The  keyboard  of  the  machine,  with  the 
ballot  labels  thereon,  constitutes  a  mechan- 
ical Australian  ballot,  and  affords  the  voter 
an  opportunity  to  vote  secretly  and  accu- 
rately by  ballot,  pievents  mistakes,  and  in- 
sures tbe  counting  of  his  vote  as  cast. 

The  test  of  the  validity  of  the  method  em- 
ployed is  secret  voting. 

Henshaw  v.  Foster,  9  Pick.  319;  TempU- 
V.  Mead,  4  Vt.  540;  Opinion  of  Justices,  7 
Me.  495,  Appx. 

Voting  by  machine  is  constitutional  vot- 
ing. 

Re  House  Bill  No,  1^91,  178  Mass.  605, 
54  L.  R.  A.  430,  60  N.  E.  129;  Re  Votinrf 
Machine,  19  R.  I.  729,  36  L.  R.  A.  647,  3ii 
Atl.  716;  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  p.  760. 

Mr.  Frank  Keiper  also  for  relator. 

Mr.  Sbennan  D.  Callender,  for  re- 
spondent: 

The  Constitution  must  be  construed  in  the 
light  of  the  surrounding  facts,  to  understand 
its  provisions  and  their  intended  applica- 
tion. 

The  voting  machine  does  not  permit  a 
vote  by  ballot. 

Where  the  Constitution  provides  a  means 
for  the  exercise  of  a  power,  no  other  can  be 
employed  by  the  legislature. 

Boehm,  v.  Hertz,  182  111.  154,  48  L.  R.  A. 
575,  54  N.  E.  973;  People  v.  Dean,  14  Mich. 
406;  Beardstoton  ▼.  Virginia,  76  111.  34; 
People  ex  rel.  Bay  City  v.  State  Treasurer^ 
23  Mich.  499;  People  ex  rel  Kennedy  ▼. 
Oies,  25  Mich.  83. 

It  is  proper  to  take  into  consideration 
the  uniform,  continued,  and  contemporane- 
ous construction  of  the  Constitution  given 
by  the  legislature,  and  generally  recognized, 
as  to  its  meaning  or  intention,  and  such 
contemporaneous  construction  affords  a 
strong  presumption  that  it  rightly  inter- 
prets the  meaning  and  intention. 

Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  82;  Bunn  ▼.  People, 
45  111.  397;  People  ex  rel.  Woodyatt  t. 
Thompson,  155  111.  451,  40  N.  £.  307;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Lynch  y.  La  Salle  County,  100 
111.  495;  Boehm,  v.  Hertz,  182  III.  164,  48 
L,  R.  A.  575,  54  N.  E.  973;  People  ex  rel. 
Badger  v.  Lowenthal,  93  111.  191. 

It  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge  that» 
up  to  a  very  short  time  ago,  voting  by  ballot 
has  been  construed  to  mean  voting  by  depos- 
iting with  the  election  officers  some  material 
thing,   usually,   in  modem  iimesy  a  paper 
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ticket,  upon  which  is  indicated,  by  printing 
or  writing,  the  choice  of  the  elector. 

Cooley,  Const,  lim.  604;  Wharton,  Law 
Diet. 

When  the  Constitution  was  framed,  the 
temi  "ballot,"  as  designating  a  mode  of  elec- 
tion, was  then  well  ascertained  and  clearly 
defined. 

Williams  v.  Stein^  38  Ind.  95,  10  Am.  Rep. 
97:  Collins  v.  Henderson,  11  Bush,  74. 

In  construing  a  statute,  great  regard 
ouglit  to  be  paid  to  the  construction  which 
the  sages  of  the  law  who  lived  about  the 
time  or  soon  after  it  was  made  put  upon  it, 
because  they  were  best  able  to  judge  of  the 
intention  of  the  makers  at  the  time  when 
the  law  was  made. 

3  Coke  Inst.  11,  136,  181. 

At  the  time  our  Constitution  was  adopt- 
ed, the  word  "ballot"  was  defined  by  law 
dictionaries,  and  generally  referred  to  in 
legal  decisions,  as  a  piece  of  paper. 

Comstock  V.  GagCy  91  111.  328;  Anderson, 
Law  Diet,  104;  Cyclopaedic  Law  Diet.  84; 
Cohen  v.  Virginia,  6  Wheat.  264,  5  L.  ed. 
257 :  People  ex  reL  Williama  v.  Dayton,  55 
N.  Y.  377. 

Contemporaneous  construction  of  an  am- 
bi<ruous  provision  of  the  Constitution  is  al- 
ways important,  and  is  frequently  of  con- 
trolling influence  in  determining  its  mean- 
ing. 

6  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  931; 
Martin  ▼.  Hunter,  1  Wheat.  351,  4  L.  ed. 
97:  Ex  parte  McNiel,  13  Wall.  236,  20  L. 
<hL  624:  Bank  of  United  States  ▼.  Halstead, 
10  Wheat.  63,  6  L.  ed.  267 ;  Stuart  v.  Laird, 
1  Cranch,  308,  2  L.  ed.  118;  Briscoe  v.  Bank 
rjf  Commonwealth,  11  Pet.  257,  9  L.  ed.  709; 
People  ear  rel.  lAvesay  v.  Wright,  6  Colo. 
^;  Morgan  ▼.  Dudley,  18  B.  Hon.  694,  68 
Am.  Dec  735;  State  ex  rel.  Cardtoell  v. 
G/enn,  18  Nev.  44,  1  Pac.  186;  People  ex  rel. 
fiallup  ▼.  Green,  2  Wend.  266;  People  ex 
rfl.  Lynch  t.  La  Salle  County,  100  111.  495 ; 
Fi^.ld  V.  People,  3  111.  79 ;  Easton  v.  Scott, 
Clarke  &  H.  Contested  Elect.  Cas.  272. 

The  meaning  of  our  Constitution  was 
tied  when  it  was  adopted,  and  cannot  be 
^nged  by  events  alone. 

People  €9  rel.  TuHtchell  ▼.  Blodgett,  13 
Mich.  139. 

The  voting  machine  does  not  permit  the 
▼r-ter  to  cast  a  ballot. 

roshing.  Parliamentary  Law,  chap.  4. 

E^ery  qualified  elector  is  entitled  to  vote, 
ar  i-^r  the  Constitution.  If  a  voter  is  not 
»Tmitted  to  see  and  know  that  he  has  de- 
t  -:tfd  with  the  officers  of  the  election 
^T.i'  mrtcrial  thing  upon  which  is  ex- 
?rrssed  his  choice,  he  is  deprived  of  his  oon- 
(tituUoraal  right  to  vote. 

Anderson,  Law  Diet.  104;  Black,  Law 
Dkt.  116;  People  ex  rel  Bu^  v.  H olden,  28 


Cal.  136;  Taylor  v.  Bleakley,  55  Kan.  14, 
28  L.  R.  A.  683,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  233,  39 
Pac.  1045 ;  State  ex  rel.  Bunge  v.  Anderson^ 
100  Wis.  530,  42  L.  R.  A.  239,  76  N.  W.  482. 

Ostrander,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  relator,  the  city  of  Detroit,  filed  its 
petition  in  the  circuit  court  for  the  county 
of  Wayne,  setting  out,  in  substance,  the  fol- 
lowing facts:  That  at  the  meeting  of  the 
common  council  of  the  city  of  Detroit,  held 
March  7,  1905,  the  city  clerk  was  directed 
by  resolution  to  have  voting  machines  placed 
in  divers  election  districts  in  said  city 
(amongst  others,  in  the  fourth  district  of 
the  second  ward),  to  be  used  at  the  election 
to  be  held  Monday,  April  3,  1905;  that  tho 
resolution  specified  a  particular  kind  of  vot- 
ing machine;  that  the  board  of  inspectors 
of  the  named  district,  and  each  of  them, 
have  refused  to  obey  the  order  of  the  com- 
mon council,  and  assert  that  they  will  not 
obey  it,  giving  as  reason  for  their  refusal 
that  such  method  of  voting  is  not  a  consti- 
tutional method.  It  is  further  set  out  that 
the  particular  voting  machine  is  a  com- 
plete and  perfect  piece  of  mechanism,  tho- 
roughly tested  and  reliable,  constructed  and 
operated  in  such  a  way  as  to  permit  an 
elector  to  vote  secretly  for  a  candidate  or 
candidates  of  his  choice  upon  any  and  all 
tickets,  and  that  the  same  opportunity  for 
discrimination  is  provided  for  the  elector 
as  if  a  paper  ticket  were  used.  The  petition 
prays  for  a  writ  of  mandamus,  directed  to 
the  board  of  inspectors  of  said  election  dis- 
trict, commanding  them  to  obey  the  resolu- 
tion of  the  council.  An  order  to*  show  cause 
was  issued,  and  the  inspectors  of  said  elec- 
tion district  filed  an  answer,  in  which  they 
admit  the  facts  stated  and  set  forth  in  the 
petition  of  relator,  and  they  aver  that  they 
have  refused  and  will  refuse  to  obey  the  said 
order  and  direction  of  the  common  coimcil 
to  use  the  voting  machine  named,  or  any 
other  voting  machine,  because  they  are  ad- 
vised that,  under  and  by  virtue  of  the  provi- 
sions of  S  2  of  article  7  of  the  Constitution 
of  this  state,  all  votes  given  at  any  election 
must  be  by  ballot,  except  as  stated  in  said 
Constitution,  "and  that  the  word  'ballot,'  as 
contained  in  said  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, does  not  permit  the  use  of  said  votinc^ 
machines,  or  any  other  voting  machine,  at 
elections,  but  means  only  a  ticket  upon 
which  shall  be  written  or  printed  th%  names 
of  the  candidates  to  be  voted  for  at  said 
election,  and  that  the  use  of  any  other  de- 
vice is  without  warrant  or  authority  of 
law."  The  cause  coming  on  to  be  heard  upon 
the  petition  and  answer,  the  court  denied 
the  writ.  The  proceeding  is  brought  into 
this   court   by  certiorari,   has   been^  argued^ 
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orally,  and  very  full  briefs  have  been  sub- 
mitted in  behalf  of  both  the  relator  and  the 
respondents. 

The  act  of  the  legislature  which  is 
brought  into  question  is  act  No.  61,  p.  71, 
of  1897,  Comp.  Laws  1897,  §§  3750-3758,  as 
amended  by  act  No.  234,  p.  383,  of  the  Public 
Acts  of  1903.  The  title  of  the  act  is,  "An  Act 
to  Authorize  tlie  Use  of  Any  Thoroughly 
Tested  and  Reliable  Voting  Machine  at  Any 
Election  Held  in  This  State."  The  act  pro- 
vides tliat  any  city  council  or  village  council 
may,  at  any  regular  meeting,  authorize  the 
use  of  such  voting  machines  at  any  election  to 
be  held  within  their  respective  cities  or  in- 
corporated villages  during  the  ensuing  year, 
but  that  "afll  voting  by  machine  shall  be  a 
secret  vote,  as  hereinafter  provided,"  and 
that  all  election  laws  not  incompatible  >vith 
the  act  are  continued  in  full  force  and  effect. 
The  pleadings  before  us,  read  in  connection 
with  the  legislation  referred  to,  not  only  as- 
sume, but  afford  assurance  of,  the  fact  that 
the  voting  machines  in  question  will,  if 
used,  insure  to  the  elector  proper  instruction 
in  the  use  of  the  machines,  absolute  secrecy 
in  voting,  opportunity  to  vote  for  any  person 
or  candidate  of  his  choice  for  any  office  to 
be  filled  at  a  particular  election,  a  knowl- 
edge that  he  has  voted,  a  correct  record  of 
the  vote  or  votes,  and  a  public  and  correct 
declaration  of  the  total  result  of  the  elec- 
tion, and  the  recording  and  preservation  of 
such  result  by  officers  chosen  and  sworn  for 
that  purpose.  It  is  with  reference  to  this 
statement  of  facts,  and  upon  the  assumption 
of  the  verity  of  each  of  them,  that  we  pro- 
coed  to  discuss  the  only  question  before  us, 
which  is,  Does  the  legislation  in  question 
contravene  the  provisions  of  §  2  of  article 
7  of  the  Constitution?  That  section  reads: 
**A11  votes  shall  be  given  by  ballot,  except 
for  such  township  officers  as  may  be  author- 
ized by  law  to  be  otherwise  chosen."  The 
same  language  was  used  in  the  Constitution 
of  1835.  There  is  but  one  other  provision 
of  the  Constitution  relating  to  the  method 
of  voting  at  elections,  and  that  is  §  11  of 
article  4,  which  is:  "In  all  elections  by 
either  house  or  in  joint  convention,  the  vote 
shall  be  given  viva  voce.'*  The  question  may 
be  stated  in  simpler  form  in  this  way:  Is 
a  vote  given  or  cast  by  the  use  of  the  ma- 
chine— secrecy,  free  choice  of  candidates,  a 
correct  record  of  the  vote,  and  a  correct 
record  and  announcement  of  the  total  vote 
given  for  each  candidate  being  assured — a 
vote  "given  by  ballot?" 

All  reasonable  presumptions  are  to  be  in- 
dulged to  support  the  questioned  legislation. 
*rhe  Constitution  of  Michigan  is  not  a  code, 
nor  is  the  particular  provision  in  any  way 
self -executing.  The  language  is  imperative, 
and  requires  that  whatever  system  of  con- 
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ducting  elections  shall  receive  legislative 
sanction  must  have,  as  an  integral,  manda- 
tory part  of  it,  voting  by  ballot.  In  our 
opinion,  the  question  is  not  to  be  determined 
as  one  of  mere  philology;  nor  should  we  ap- 
ply, as  we  are  asked  to  do,  the  rule  of  con- 
struction, often  of  great  assistance,  which 
limits  the  meaning  of  the  words' **given  by 
ballot"  to  the  vehicle  used  in  voting  or  the 
method  of  depositing  the  vote  which  was 
probably  in  the  contemplation  of  the  fram- 
ers  of  the  Constitution.  Neither  do  we  re- 
gard as  controlling  the  fact  that  previous 
legislative  enactments  have,  with  few  ex- 
ccptions,  and  those  like  the  one  now  before 
us,  uniformly  provided  for  written  or  print- 
ed tickets  for  use  in  elections.  We  may  as- 
sume that  they  have  adopted  the  best  known 
and  most  convenient  way  of  voting  by  bal- 
lot,— of  obeying  the  constitutional  mandate. 
And  a  ticket  so  provided  was  not  a  ballot, 
but,  when  properly  deposited,  or  properly 
marked  and  deposited,  by  the  elector,  was  a 
vote  given  by  ballot.  State 'ex  rel.  Runge  v. 
Anderson,  100  Wis.  523,  531,  42  L.  R.  A. 
239,  76  N.  W.  482.  We  regard  the  provision 
of  the  Constitution  as  a  declaration  of  state 
policy,  assuring  to  the  elector  a  secret,  aa 
distinguished  from  an  open,  or  announced, 
vote.  And  in  reaching  this  conclusion,  we 
apply  those  rules  of  construction  which  sub- 
serve the  apparent  purpose  of  the  provi- 
sion questioned. —  its  generality, —  whether 
the  language  used  is  broader  in  meaning 
than  the  individual  conceptions  at  the  time 
of  its  adoption,  and  broad  enough  to  sus- 
tain the  legislation  now  considered. 

The  necessity  for  an  early  opinion  in  this 
case  prevents  any  considerable  references  to 
the  history  of  voting  by  ballot.  The  uses  of 
the  white  and  black  balls  in  the  club  and  in 
the  lodge  are  familiar.  Some  of  the  early 
laws  of  the  colonies  provided  that  freemen 
might  vote  in  the  affirmative  by  the  use  of 
an  Indian  corn;  in  the  negative,  by  putting 
in  a  bean.  Lexicographers  seem  not  agreed 
upon  the  derivation  of  the  word  "ballot."  It 
has  been  said  that  it  was  adopted  from  the 
French  language,  without  change  of  mean- 
ing {State  V.  Shaw,  9  S.  C.  N.  S.  94,  138)  ; 
that  it  comes  from  the  Greek  word  meaning 
"to  throw"  (2  Am.  Cyc.  245).  In  common 
speech,  the  word  "ballot"  is  used  to  mean 
the  ball  or  ticket  used  in  voting;  the  act  of 
voting;  the  result  of  voting.  It  seems  clear, 
however,  that,  from  the  earliest  times,  vot- 
ing by  ballot  has  been  a  term  used  to  con- 
tradistinguish open,  viva  voce,  or  public  vot- 
ing, and  secret  voting.  "Voting  by  ballots 
is  by  a  ticket  or  ball,  and  secrecy  is  an  es- 
sential part  of  this  manner  of  voting." 
Uouvier,  Law  Diet.  (Rawle's  Rev.)  title  HnJ- 
lots.  "The  material  guaranty  of  the  provi- 
'  sion  of  the  Constitution  (9  6,  art.  6K  that 
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'all  elections  by  the  people  shall  be  by  ballot' 
is  inviolable  secrecy  as  to  the  person  for 
whom  an  elector  shall  vote;  and  this  guar- 
anty is  binding  upon  municipal  governments 
in  the  regulation  of  elections-"  State  ex 
rel.  Smith  v.  Anderson,  26  Fla.  240,  8  So.  1 
(syllabus).  "The  expression  'election  by 
ballots'  had  been  expounded  and  construed 
by  the  various  courts  of  last  resort,  and, 
with  entire  unanimity,  they  had  declared  it 
meant  a  secret  ballot,  and  that  the  essential 
principle  of  this  manner  of  voting  was  that 
the  elector  might  conceal  from  every  person 
the  name  of  the  candidate  for  whom  he 
voted."  FJx  parte  Arnold,  128  Mo.  260,  33 
L.  R.  A.  386,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  30  S.  W. 
76»,  1036.  See  also  Williams  v.  Stein,  38 
Ind.  90,  10  Am.  Rep.  97  ;  Ritchie  v.  Richards, 
14  Utah,  345,  47  Pac.  670 ;  Brisbin  v.  Cleary, 
26  Minn.  107,  1  N.  W.  825.  References  to 
the  principal  lexicographers  will  discover 
the  same  concept  and  definitions  of  ballot 
voting.  In  Opini<yn  of  Justices,  7  Me.  495, 
Appx.,  one  of  the  questions  answered  was 
whether  printed  ballots  came  within  the 
meaning  of  a  constitutional  provision  which 
required  that  all  elections  shall  be  by  writ- 
ten ballots.  The  answer  was,  in  part:  "It 
may  be  observed  that  those  who  framed  the 
(Constitution  undoubtedly  intended  to  guard 
against  many  inconveniences  in  the  before- 
named  elections,  by  excluding  all  those  other 
modes  by  which  questions  are  often  decided 
in  popular  assemblies.  This  was  the  gen- 
eral object.  The  word  'ballot'  may  be  con- 
sidered as  opposed  to  a  vote  by  word  or  by 
signs, — as,  for  instance,  a  vote  by  yeas  and 
nays,  or  the  common  mode  of  voting,  by 
holding  up  the  hand,  or  by  rising  and  stand- 
ing till  counted.  It  may  well  be  supposed 
that  the  mode  prescribed  was  preferred 
.  .  .  because  it  secures  a  greater  degree 
of  independence  than  any  other  in  the  exer- 
cise of  the  elective  franchise."  And  the 
printed  ballot  was  held  good.  Henshaio  v. 
Foster,  9  Pick.  312,  320,  is,  as  to  the  ques- 
tion presented,  like  the  case  laBt  cited,  and 
to  that  question  the  same  answer  was  re- 
turned. But  the  opinion  is  of  further  in- 
terest here.  It  was  urged  "that  the  uniform 
and  constant  use  of  manuscript  ballots  in 
elections  amounts  to  a  construction  of  the 
terms  of  the  Constitution  which  ought  now 
to  be  received  as  the  only  true  one."  Of  this 
the  court,  speaking  by  Chief  Justice  Parker, 
said:  "This  practice  of  a  mode  of  voting 
which  is  undoubtedly  constitutional,  founded 
in  existing  convenience,  and  never  brought 
into  competition  with  the  use  of  printed 
votes,  scarcely  furnishes  an  argument 
against  the  latter.  ...  It  merely  shows 
a  preference  of  one  over  the  other,  or  that 
one  during  the  time  of  the  practice  is  more 
convenient  than  the  other."  To  the  same  ef- 
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.('.'.  IS  Temple  v.  Mead,  4  Vt.  535.  In  the 
opinions  and  briefs  in  State  v.  Shaw,  9  S.  C. 
N.  S.  94^  will  be  found  an  exhaustive  discus- 
sion of  the  meaning  of  the  word  *'b:i.liot,"  its 
derivation  and  definitions,  some  history  of 
its  employment,  and  its  meaning,  as  used  in 
the  Constitution  of  that  state.  That  Con- 
stitution provided  that  "in  all  elections  by 
the  general  assembly,  or  either  house  there- 
of, the  members  shall  vote  viva  voce,  and 
their  votes  thus  given  shall  be  entered  upon 
the  journal  of  the  house  to  which  they  re- 
spectively belong."  [S.  C.  Const,  art.  2,  S 
24.]  Another  section  of  the  same  instru- 
ment required  the  state  to  be  divided  into 
convenient  circuits,  and  that  for  each  the 
assembly  should  elect  a  judge  by  "joint  bal- 
lot." In  the  election  of  certain  judges,  the 
vote  was  given  viva  voce;  and  upon  applica- 
tion of  the  attorney  general,  who  invoked 
the  original  jurisdiction  of  the  supreme 
court  of  the  state,  and  who  contended  that  a 
secret  ballot  was,  by  the  Constitution,  made 
imperative  in  such  elections,  there  was  a 
judgment  of  ouster.  The  case.  Re  Voting 
Machine,  19  R.  1.  729,  36  L.  R.  A.  647,  36 
Atl.  716,  is  not  precisely  in  point  here,  be- 
cause of  differences  in  the  constitutional  pro- 
visions of  the  two  states.  The  opinion  is  of 
interest,  however,  because  the  court  consid- 
ered the  argument  that  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution,  as  individuals,  never  had  in 
mind  such  a  method  of  voting.  Of  this  it  is 
said:  "The  question,  however,  is  not  what 
limitations  they  may  have  had  in  mind,  by 
reason  of  the  methods  to  which  they  were 
accustomed,  but  what  the  language  of  the 
Constitution  means,  or  may  reasonably 
mean,  with  reference  to  the  matter  before 
us."  In  Re  House  Bill  No,  1,291,  178  Mass. 
605,  54  L.  R.  A.  430,  60  N.  E.  129,  the  ques- 
tion presented  was:  "Has  the  general  court 
the  right  to  authorize  the  use  of  voting  and 
counting  machines  at  elections  by  the  people 
of  national,  state,  district,  county,  city,  or 
town  officers?"  The  Constitution,  as  has 
been  noticed,  provided  that  representatives 
shjUl  be  chosen  by  written  vote.  It  was  held 
by  three  of  the  justices  that  the  requirement 
might  be  complied  with  in  voting  by  a  ma- 
chine which  registers  each  vote  cast,  without 
the  use  of  separate  ballots.  One  justice  con- 
curred, provided  the  results  of  the  action  of 
the  machine  in  registering  each  vote  were 
visible  to  the  voter,  and  the  work  of  the 
machine  in  adding  up  votes  was  done  under 
the  supervision  of  some  person  or  persons 
charged  with  the  duty  of  counting  the  votes 
cast.  Three  justices  dissented  upon  the 
ground  that  "the  turn  of  a  wheel  or  a  dial, 
the  punching  of  a  hole  in  an  unseen  roll  of 
paper  on  which  are  the  names  of  candidates, 
by  a  voter  who  pulls  a  lever  or  turns  a  key. 
is  not  the  use  of  a  written  vot^-^itliinj;]!!! 
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meaning  of  the  Constitution."  The  major- 
ity opinion,  which  seems  to  have  been  pre- 
pared by  Chief  Justice  Holmes,  referring  to 
the  opinion  in  Ilenshaw  v.  Foster,  in  whicb 
it  was  said  that  the  word  "ballot"  is  am- 
biguous, which  was  the  reason  for  the  con- 
stitutional requirement  of  a  written  vote, 
contains  this  language:  "No  doubt,  the  pic- 
ture in  the  minds  of  those  who  used  the 
words  was  that  of  a  piece  of  paper  with  the 
names  of  the  candidates  voted  for  written 
upon  it  in  manuscript;  but  the  thing  which 
tiiey  meant  to  stop  was  oral  or  hand  voting, 
and  the  benefits  which  they  meant  to  secure 
were  the  greater  certainty  and  permanence 
of  a  material  record  of  each  voter's  act,  and 
the  relative  privacy  incident  to  doing  that 
act  in  silence.  ...  It  seems  to  us  that 
the  object  and  even  the  words  of  the  Consti- 
tution, in  requiring  'written  votes,'  are  sat- 
isfied when  the  voter  makes  a  change  in  a 
material  object, — ^for  instance,  by  causing  a 
wheel  to  revolve  a  fixed  distance, — if  the  ma- 
terial object  changed  is  so  connected  with  or 
related  to  a  written  or  printed  name  pur- 
porting to  be  the  name  of  a  candidate  for  of- 
fice that,  by  the  understanding  of  all,  the 
making  of  the  change  expresses  a  vote  for 
the  candidate  whose  name  is  thus  connected 
with  the  device." 

Our  attention  has  been  called  to  no  deci- 
sions precisely  in  point.  We  have  referred 
to  those  mentioned  as  supporting  substan- 
tially our  reasoning  and  the  result  arrived 
at.  We  do  not  regard  the  decision  in  State 
ex  rel.  Runge  v.  Anderson,  100  Wis.  523,  42 
L.  R.  A.  239,  76  N.  W.  482,  as  opposed  in 
principle  to  either  our  reasoning  or  conclu- 
sions. 

The  purpose  of  the  framers  of  our  Consti- 
tution in  requiring  that,  in  all  elections  in 
either  house  of  the  legislature,  the  votes 
shall  be  given  woa  voce,  is  obvious.  Equally 


obvious,  in  our  opinion,^ is  the  purpose  of 
the  provision  under  consideration.  It  is  un- 
doubted, as  is  claimed  by  counsel  for  re- 
spondents, that,  as  early  as  1835,  the 
method  of  voting  by  the  use  of  tickets  was 
known.  It  was  nevertheless  important  that 
the  policy  of  the  new  state  with  reference  to 
the  subject  of  voting  at  elections  should  be 
declared  in  the  Constitution.  Agitation  for 
the  vote  by  ballot  had  only  then  begun  in 
England,  nor  was  it  ended  and  the  ballot 
assured  until  1872.  In  1835,  and  after,  vot- 
ing other  than  by  ballot  was  practised  in 
the  United  States.  To  say  that  the  purpose 
of  the  framers  of  our  Constitution  was  not 
to  secure  a  particular  mode  of  voting  secret- 
ly, but  was  to  make  manifest  in  the  organic 
and  continuing  law  a  policy  to  be  perpetu- 
ated, is  to  give  to  the  words  of  the  instru- 
ment no  forced  or  unnatural  meaning.  As 
was  said  by  Mr.  Justice  Campbell  in  People 
ex  rel  Williams  v.  Cicott,  16  Mich.  283,  297, 
97  Am.  Dec.  141:  "Our  whole  ballot  sys- 
tem is  based  upon  the  idea  that,  unless  in- 
violable secrecy  is  preserved  concerning 
every  voter's  action,  there  can  be  no  safety 
against  those  personal  or  political  influenceH 
which  destroy  individual  freedom  of  choice." 
If  we  could  imagine  our  Constitution  adopt- 
ed to-day,  and  the  legislation  in  question 
enacted,  with  reference  to  all  the  facts 
stated,  to-morrow,  would  it  be  contended 
that  the  legislation  was  unconstitutional  be- 
cause not  providing  that  "votes  shall  be 
given  by  ballot?" 

We  are  of  opinion  that  we  should  not  hold 
the  legislation  to  be  invalid  for  any  of  the 
reasons  urged.  The  Circuit  Court  for  the 
County  of  Wayne  was  in  error  in  denying 
the  writ  of  mandamus ,  which  should  issue 
as  prayed.  The  proceeding  being  one  of 
public  interest  and  importance,  no  costs  will 
be  awarded. 
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1.    The   speed   of  an    electrle   ear   ram- 
nlnar  alonar  a  •parsely  settled  eovm- 


fry  road  In  the  space  between  Intersectliis 
crossroads  In  the  dark  is  to  be  governed,  not 
by  the  ability  of  the  motorman  to  stop  bis 
car  after  discovering  an  object  on  the  track 
by  the  aid  of  his  headlight,  but  by  the  ability 
uf  persons  on  the  track  conveniently  to  leave 
It  after  seeing  the  light  and  hearing  or  un- 
derstanding the  signals  given  by  the  ap- 
proaching car. 
2C.    Failure   to   antieipate   the   preaemee 


Note. — For  a  case  in  this  series  as  to  care  re- 
(iulred  of  persons  crossing  tracks  of  electric 
railway  in  country,  see  Keenan  t.  Union  Trac- 
tion Co.  58  L.  R,  A.  217. 

For  intoxication  as  affecting  negligence,  see 
Kingston  V.  Ft.  Wayne  &  E.  R.  Co.  40  L.  R.  A. 
131,  and  note;  Bageard  r.  Consolidated  Trac- 
0ft  L.  R.  A. 


tion    Co.   49    L.    R.    A.   424;   and   Wbeeler    ▼. 
Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  54  L.  R.  A.  955. 

As  to  doctrine  of  last  clear  chance,  see  also 
Bogan  ▼.  North  Carolina  C.  R.  Co.  55  U  R.  A. 
418,  and  note,  and  Harrington  y.  Jjob  Angelas 
R.  Co.  63  L.  R.  A.  238. 
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of  a  man  on  his  haDds  and  knees  on  the 
track  in  front  ofian  electric  car  on  a  dark 
niKht,  and  to  run  the  car  so  as  to  provide  for 
that  contingency,  is  not  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  motorman. 

3.  Tlie  nefrliir^iice  of  a  man  In  cra^vrl- 
Inir  on  tain  bandu  and  knees  totrards 
an  approaclilncT  electric  car  In  the  dark 
after  the  appearance  of  the  headlight,  which 
can  be  seen  800  feet  away,  is  con  tinning,  so 
as  not  to  entitle  his  personal  representative 
to  hold  the  company  liable  for  his  death  on 
the  theory  of  last  clear  chance,  because  the 
speed  of  the  car  Is  so  great  that  It  cannot  be 
■topped  after  his  presence  on  the  track  is 
discovered. 

4.  Intoxication  doe«  not  relieve  a  man 
from  the  degree  of  care  required  of  a  sober 
man   under   the    same   circumstances. 

(September  21,  1904.) 

PETITION  by  defendant  for  a  new  trial 
after  verdict  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the 
alleged  negligent  killing  of  plaintiff's  intes- 
tate.   Judgment  far  defendant. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  tbe  opinion. 

Mr.  Henry  W.  Hayes,  for  defendant: 

To  say  that  a  street  car  shall  not  be  run 
any  faster  than  at  a  speed  which  will  enable 
*the  car  to  be  stopped  within  the  distance 
within  which  the  headlight  throws  its  rays 
is  manifestly  absurd. 

Kline  v.  Electric  Traction  Oo.  181  Pa.  276, 
.37  Atl.  522. 

The  decision  that  the  motorman  was  pro- 
ceeding in  violation  of  his  duty  is  wholly 
contrary  to  the  rule  established  by  innumer- 
able decisions  throughout  the  country,  and 
also  by  the  decisions  of  our  own  court. 

8teik  V.  McNulta,  40  C.  C.  A.  357,  99  Fed. 
138;  Neto  York  Condenfted-Milk  Co.  v.  Nas- 
sau Electric  R.  Co.  29  Misc.  127,  60  N.  Y. 
Supp.  234;  Murray  v.  Forty  Second  Street, 
M.  d  8t.  N.  R.  Co.  9  App.  Div.  610,  41  N.  Y. 
Supp.  620;  Mathison  v.  Staten  Island  Mid- 
land R.  Co.  66  App.  Div.  610,  72  N.  Y.  Supp. 
954;  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  5  111. 
App.  24,3;  Winter  v.  Federal  Street  dt  P. 
Valley  Pass.  R.  Co.  153  Pa.  27,  19  L.  R.  A. 
232,  25  AtL  1028;  State  use  of  Meidling  v. 
United  Railtoays  d  Electric  Co.  97  Md.  73, 
54  Atl.  612 ;  Bittner  v.  Crosstown  Street  R. 
Co.  153  N.  Y.  76,  60  Am.  gt.  Rep.  588,  40  N. 
E.  1044. 

Messrs.  Fraak  T.  Easton  and  Lefferts 
8.  HoSmaa  also  for  defendant. 

Messrs.  Iiowis  S.  ntompson  and  Ut- 
imgston  Ham,  for  plaintiff: 

In  the  absence  of  evidence  of  due  care,  or 
want  of  due  care,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to 
the  benefit  of  a  presumption  of  due  care  on 
his  part. 

Cassidy  v.  Angell,  12  R.  I.  447,  34  Am. 
Rep.  690;  Judge  v.  Narragansett  Electric 
lAghting  Co.  21  R.  I.  128,  42  Atl.  507; 
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Northern  C.  R.  Co,  v.  State,  29  Md.  420,  96 
Am.  Dec.  545 ;  Johnson  v.  Hudson  River  R. 
Co.  20  N.  Y.  65,  75  Am.  Dec.  375;  Prue  v. 
New  York,  P  d  B.  R.  Co.  18  R.  I.  360,  27 
Atl.  450;  Tuff  v.  Warman,  6  C.  B.  N.  S.  573. 

Where  both  parties  are  negligent,  and  the 
negligence  of  each  contributes  in  some  de- 
gree to  the  injury  sustained  by  the  plaintiff, 
yet,  if  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  is  re- 
mote in  point  of  time,  and  results  merely  in 
putting  him  or  his  property  in  a  position  or 
condition  of  danger,  so  that  the  acting  or 
casual  negligence  of  the  defendant,  other- 
wise harmless  in  the  particular  case,  is 
given  an  opportunity  to  operate,  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  is  proper. 

Davies  v.  Mann,  10  Mees.  &  W.  546;  Tuff 
V.  Warman,  2  C.  B.  N.  S.  740,  5  C.  B.  N.  S. 
573 ;  Radley  v.  London  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  L.  R. 
10  Exch.  100;  Pickett  v.  Wilmington  d  W. 
R.  Co.  117  N.  C.  616,  30  L.  R.  A.  257,  53  Am. 
St.  Rep.  611,  23  S.  E.  264;  Lloyd  v.  Albe- 
marle d  R.  R.  Co.  118  N.  C.  1010,  54  Am.  St. 
Rep.  764,  24  S.  E.  805 ;  Pharr  v.  Southern  R. 
Co.  119  N.  C.  751,  26  S.  E.  149;  Chicago,  B. 
d  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Orahlin,  38  Neb.  90,  56  N.  W. 
796,  57  N.  W.  622 ;  Omaha  Street  R.  Co.  v. 
Martin,  48  Neb.  65,  66  N.  W.  1007;  Hilz  v. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  101  Mo.  36,  13  S.  W.  946; 
Moore  ▼.  St.  Louis  Transit  Co.  (Mo.  App.) 
76  S.  W.  699;  Haley  v.  Earle,  30  N.  Y.  208; 
O'Brien  v.  McGlinchy,  68  Me.  552;  Nashua 
Iron  d  Steel  Co.  v.  Worcester  d  N.  R.  Co.  62 
N.  H.  159:  Ishell  v.  New  York  d  N.  H.  R.  Co. 
27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dec.  78;  Northern  C. 
R.  Co.  y.  State,  29  Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec. 
545;  Prue  v.  New  York,  P.  d  B.  R.  Co.  18 
R.  T.  360,  27  Atl.  450. 

This  principle  is  not  dependent  upon  an 
actual  discover^'  of  the  plaintiff's  dangerous 
position,  and  a  want  of  due  care  after  such 
discovery  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

The  liability  is  baaed,  not  on  negligence 
arising  after  the  discovery  of  the  plaintiff's 
perilous  predicament,  but  on  negligence  in 
failing  to  discover  that  predicament. 
Negligence  after  actual  discovery  of  an- 
other's dangerous  position  comes  very  close 
to  intentional  injury,  and  in  such  cases  the 
doctrine  of  contributory  negligence  does  not 
apply. 

Straus  V.  Kansas  City,  St.  J.  d  C.  B.  R. 
Co.  75  Mo.  185, 

Conceding  that  the  plaintiff's  intestato 
was  drunk  upon  the  track,  this  would  not 
alter  the  defendant's  .duty  towards  him. 

Lloyd  y.  Albermarle  d  R.  R.  Co.  118  N.  C. 
1010,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  764,  24  S.  E.  805; 
Pharr  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  119  N.  0.  751,  26 
8.  E.  149;  Ishell  v.  New  York  d  N.  H.  R.  Co. 
27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dec.  78;  Clayards  v. 
Dethick,  12  Q.  B.  439;  Radley  v.  London  d 
y.  W.  R.  Co.  L.  R.  10  Exch.  100, 


Digitized  by 


Google 


190 


Rhode  Island  Supbeme  Coubt. 


Sept.^ 


Donglas,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  action  is  brought  to  recover  damages 
for  the  death  of  the  plaintiff's  intestate, 
who  was  struck  and  mortally  wounded  by 
one  of  the  defendant's  electric  trolley  cars, 
which  was  coming  towards  the  city,  in  the 
town  of  Johnston,  about  8  o'clock,  p.  M., 
March  8,  1903.  The  place  where  the  acci- 
dent occurred  was  on  Atwood  avenue,  a 
thinly  settled  country  road  50  feet  wide, 
having  the  car  track  located  along  one  side, 
next  to  the  sidewalk,  leaving  about  30  feet 
of  unoccupied  highway.  The  evening  was 
dark  and  stormy,  and  the  headlight  and  oth- 
er lights  of  the  car  were  lighted,  and  a  per- 
son on  the  track  approaching  the  place  of 
the  accident,  and  facing  towards  the  car, 
had  an  uninterrupted  view  for  at  least  800 
feet.  The  headlight  enabled  the  motorman 
to  distinguish  objects  upon  the  track  with- 
in a  distance  of  about  25  feet.  A  witness, 
who,  with  his  wife  and  child,  were  the  only 
passengers  on  the  car,  testifies  that  the  car 
at  the  time  of  the  accident  was  going,  as  he 
thinks,  at  the  rate  of  20  miles  an  hour.  In 
cross-examination  he  admits  that  he  could 
not  see  through  the  windows,  which  were  ob- 
scured by  the  weather;  that  his  attention 
was  taken  up  by  the  child,  with  whom  he 
was  playing;  and  that  his  estimate  of  the 
speed  of  the  car  was  merely  a  guess.  The 
motorman  and  conductor  testify  that  the 
car  was  going  at  the  rate  of  from  9  to  12 
miles  an  hour,  as  was  customary  at  that 
place.  The  motorman  testifies  that,  looking 
carefully  ahead,  he  first  saw  the  intestate 
on  his  hands  and  knees,  upon  the  track., 
facing  the  car,  about  25  feet  away;  that  he 
immediately  applied  his  brake  and  reversed 
the  power,  but,  notwithstanding  these  efforts, 
which  were  all  that  he  could  make,  the  car 
struck  the  man,  threw  him  to  one  side  of  the 
track,  and  stopped  about  20  feet  further  on. 
It  appeared  from  the  evidence  of  the  physi- 
cians who  examined  the  plaintiff's  intestate 
at  the  hospital  that  he  had  been  drinking 
spirituous  liquor,  but  there  is  no  direct  evi- 
dence that  he  was  intoxicated.  He  had  been 
seen,  shortly  before  the  accident,  walking  in 
his  usual  manner  on  the  road.  Jury  trial 
having  been  waived,  the  case  was  tried  be- 
fore a  single  judge  in  this  division,  who  de- 
cided that,  while  the  plaintiff's  intestate  was 
negligent  in  approaching  the  car  as  he  did, 
the  defendant's  servant  was  negligent  in  run- 
ning the  car  so  rapidly  that,  with  the  ap- 
pliances at  his  command,  he  could  not  stop 
the  car  after  the  man  was  distinguishable  by 
the  headlight.  And  his  conclusion  wafl  that 
the  negligence  of  the  defendant  was  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  the  accident.  He  therefore 
decided  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  and  assessed 
the  damages  at  $5,000. 
til)  L.  R.  A, 


We  think  the  learned  judge  erred  in  hi» 
finding  that  the  defendant's  servant  was 
guilty  of  neglect  of  duty,  and  also  in  finding 
that  the  intestate's  negligence  was  not  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  accident.  The  duty 
of  the  driver  of  an  electric  car  passing  along 
a  sparsely  settled  country  road  in  the  space 
between  intersecting  roads  is  not  to  be 
judged  by  the  same  rulfes  with  regard  to 
speed  which  apply  to  the  same  car  pas?<ing 
along  the  crowded  street  of  a  city.  The  care 
to  be  exercised  is  relative,  and  must  be  pro- 
portional to  the  danger  reasonably  to  be  ap- 
prehended at  the  time  and  place.  Steik  v. 
McNulta,  40  C.  C.  A.  357,  09  Fed.  138.  The 
popular  demand  for  electric  cars  rather  than 
horse  oars  or  omnibuses  prevails  at  the  pres- 
ent day  because  the  former  can  carry  more 
passengers,  and  at  a  more  rapid  rate,  than 
the  latter.  In  order  to  serve  the  public, 
these  cars  must  be  propelled  as  rapidly  as 
safety  will  permit;  and  on  long  stretches  of 
country  road,  where  the  statutes  and  town 
ordinances  fix  no  limit  to  their  speed,  no 
given  rate  of  speed  is  per  se  excessive.  Kline 
V.  Electric  Traction  Co.  181  Pa.  276,  37  Atl. 
.522.  The  dut\'^  of  a  traveler  upon  an  unim- 
peded country  road  is  to  yield  the  use  of  the 
railroad  track  to  an  approaching  car.  Tlie 
wilful  and  malicious  obstruction  of  a  street 
railway  company  in  the  use  of  its  tracks  is 
punishable  as  a  misdemeanor.  Gen.  Laws 
1896,  chap.  279,  §  65.  The  car  cannot  turn 
out,  and  so  the  traveler  must.  The  conduct^ 
of  the  operator  of  the  car  may  be  lawfully- 
predicated  upon  the  expectation  that  the- 
traveler  will  observe  his  duty  in  that  regard. 

The  duty  of  the  railroad  company  towards- 
such  travelers  is  not  to  stop  its  car  when 
they  appear,  but  to  give  them  sufficient  no- 
tice of  the  approach  of  the  car  to  enablc- 
them  to  leave  the  track  before  the  car  ar- 
rives. Terre  Haute  d  I,  R.  Co.  v.  Qraham^ 
46  Ind.  239-245;  West  Chicago  Street  R.  Co, 
v.  SchwartZy  93  111.  App.  387;  McQuade  v. 
Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  17  Misc.  154.  39 
N".  Y.  Supp.  335.  If  the  car  is  going  only  at 
such  speed  as  will  give  a  traveler  ample  time 
to  leave  the  track,  after  he  sees  the  light  or 
hears  the  signal  of  the  car,  before  the  car 
reaches  him,  he  has  nothing  to  complain  of. 
It  is  not  running  at  excessive  speed  with  re- 
gard to  him.  Bethel  v.  Cincinnati  Street  R. 
Co,  15  Ohio  C.  C.  381,  8  Ohio  C.  D.  310.  It 
is  therefore  plain  that  the  distance  at  which 
the  light  of  the  car  can  be  seen  or  the  bell  or 
whistle  can  be  heard  and  understood  by  trav- 
elers, so  aa  to  enable  them  conveniently  to 
leave  the  track — ^not  the  distance  that  the 
motorman  can  see  ahead — is  the  standard  by 
which  the  speed  of  the  car  should  be  regu- 
lated. As  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  car  to 
stop  within  the  limit  of  the  illumination  of 
the  headlight,  its  speed  need  not  be  restricted 
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to  the  rate  prescribed  by  such  a  necessity. 
Such  a  general  rule  as  that  which  the  court 
announced  is  neither  necessary  nor  reason- 
able as  applied  to  the  locality  in  question. 

In  the  particular  circumstances  of  this 
case  we  are  unable  to  see  that  the  defend- 
ant's serrant  was  guilty  of  any  negligence. 
Negligence  is  the  failure  to  provide  for  some 
condition  or  event  which  may  reasonably  be 
expected,  and  the  motorman  in  this  case,  in 
the  place  where  he  was  going,  had  no  reason 
to  expect  that  any  pedestrian  would  remain 
upon  the  track  after  the  lights  of  the  car 
were  plainly  visible.  Certainly  he  had  no 
reason  to  anticipate  that  he  would  encounter 
a  human  being  upon  the  track,  crawling  to- 
wards the  car  upon  his  hands  and  knees,  and 
it  was  not  his  duty  to  run  his  car  so  as  to 
provide  for  such  a  contingency.  After  the 
man  was  seen,  it  is  not  suggested  that  the 
motorman  was  guilty  of  negligence,  as  he 
used  every  means  in  his  power  to  stop  the 
ear  before  the  collision.  8telk  v.  McNulta, 
40  C.  C.  A.  ,357,  99  Fed.  138;  Murray  v. 
Forty-Second  Street,  M.  d  St.  N,  Ave.  R.  Co. 
9  App.  Div.  610,  41  N.  Y.  Supp.  620.  It  may 
be  added,  also,  that  there  is  no  evidence  that 
upon  the  wet  and  slippery  track  the  car 
could  have  been  stopped  in  time  if  it  had 
been  proceeding  at  a  very  moderate  rate  of 
speed. 

Again,  the  court  erred  in  holding  that  the 
plaintiff  could  recover  notwithstanding  his 
own  negligence.  The  doctrine  of  proximate 
cause,  sustained  by  a  long  series  of  decisions 
following  Davie8  v.  Mann,  10  Mees.  &  W. 
546,  as  we  have  adopted  it  in  this  state,  is 
clearly  stated  in  Mahogany  v.  Ward,  16  R. 
I.  479,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  753,  17  Atl.  860,  and 
Prue  V.  New  York,  P.  d  B.  R.  Co.  18  R.  I. 
360,  27  Atl.  450.  The  plaintiff's  counsel 
cites  many  cases  in  support  of  his  contention 
that  this  case  is  governed  by  the  rule.  Some 
of  the  cases  cited  make,  as  it  seems  to  us, 
quite  unwarranted  applications  of  it,  to  the 
extent  almost  of  making  a  railroad  company 
responsible  for  damages  to  the  heirs  of  a 
suicide;  but  none  go  so  far  as  would  be  nec- 
essary to  absolve  the  plaintiff  from  contrib- 
utory negligence  in  this  case.  Taking  the 
words  of  Baron  Parke  in  Davies  v.  Mann, 
"the  n^ligence  which  is  to  preclude  a  plain- 
tiff from  recovering  in  an  action  of  this  na- 
ture must  be  such  as  that  he  could  by  ordi- 
nary care  have  avoided  the  consequences  of 
the  defendant's  negligence,"  as  a  guide,  it  is 
plain  that  the  plaintiff  cannot  recover;  for 
her  intestate,  by  ordinary  care,  could  have 
avoided  the  car,  which  was  visible  at  a  dis- 
tance of  800  feet,  no  matter  how  fast  it  was 
^oing.  It  was  just  as  much  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  to  avoid  the  conse- 
quences of  the  defendant's  negligence,  if 
there  was  any,  as  for  the  defendant's  servant 
69  L.  R.  A. 


to  avoid  the  consequences  of  the  intestate's 
negligence,  if  by  any  care  and  foresight  he 
could  have  done  so.  The  intestate's  negli- 
gence was  not  remote  in  point  of  time,  but 
continuous  and  coefficient  with  the  act  of  the 
company.  The  court  says,  in  O'Brien  v.  Mc- 
Glinohy,  68  Me.  652,  558 :  "But  this  principle 
would  not  govern  where  both  parties  are  co- 
temporaneously  and  actively  in  fault,  and  by 
their  mutual  carelessness  an  injury  ensues 
to  one  or  both  of  them."  In  Ishell  v.  New 
York  d  N.  H.  R.  Co.  27  Conn.  393,  71  Am. 
Dec.  78,  it  is  said:  "The  negligence  of  the 
plaintiff,  if  there  has  been  any,  was  not  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  accident.  To  be  so,, 
it  must  have  been  simultaneous  in  its  opera- 
tion with  that  of  the  defendants,  of  the  same 
kind,  immediate,  growing  out  of  the  same 
transaction,  and  not  something  distinct  and 
independent  of  a  prior  date,  remotely  related 
to  the  negligence  of  the  defendants."  In  the 
case  of  Prue  v.  New  York,  P.  d  B.  R.  Co.  18 
R.  I.  360,  27  Atl.  450,  the  victim  was  pro- 
ceeding to  extricate  himself  from  the  danger,, 
and  could  have  escaped  but  for  the  independ- 
ent mistaken  act  of  the  gateman  after  he 
saw  the  position  of  the  traveler.  If  the  trav- 
eler had  remained  upon  the  track,  with  the 
gates  open,  the  case  must  have  been  decided 
differently.  In  one  of  the  most  reliable  text- 
books on  the  subject  of  negligence,  the  rule,, 
as  formulated  by  a  writer  in  the  Quarterly 
Law  Review,  vol.  2,  p.  507,  is  adopted  as  fol- 
lows :  "The  party  who  last  has  a  clear  oppor- 
tunity of  avoiding  the  accident,  notwith- 
standing the  negligence  of  his  opponent,  is 
considered  solely  responsible."  1  Shearm. 
&  Redf.  Meg.  165,  §  99.  The  negligence 
of  the  plaintiff's  intestate  did  not  consist  in 
walking  upon  the  track,  which  he  had  a  right 
to  do  until  the  car  approached,  but  in  re- 
maining upon  it  after  the  car  was  plainly 
visible;  and  this  negligence  continued  until 
the  car  struck  him.  The  opportunity  for 
him  to  escape  began  when  he  could  have  seen 
the  car  800  feet  away,  and  only  ended  a  few 
seconds  before  he  was  struck.  His  neglect 
of  this  opportunity,  as  much  as  the  ap- 
proaching car,  caused  the  accident.  In  Ran- 
dall V.  Union  R.  Co.  (R.  I.)  59  Atl.  165,  we 
held  that  a  nonsuit  was  properly  granted 
where  it  appeared  that  the  accident  was 
cause  by  the  failure  ot  the  plaintiff  season- 
ably to  turn  off  of  the  track  after  the  car 
had  reached  a  point  where  it  could  have  been 
seen,  or  by  the  slipping  of  the  horse  on  the 
hard  snow.  It  has  been  held  that  a  person 
riding  between  the  rails  of  an  electric  street 
railway  upon  a  bicj'cle  has  the  duty  to  look 
out  for  and  endeavor  to  avoid  danger  from 
the  electric  cars,  and  the  negligence  of  a  bi- 
cycle rider  who  continued  to  ride  on  the 
track  of  an  electric  car  up  to  the  very  mo- 
ment  when    he   was    struck,    when,    hy   the 
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slightest  care  and  effort  on  his  part,  he  could 
have  put  himself  out  of  danger  up  to  the 
last  moment,  is  a  contributing  and  efficient 
cause  of  the  injury  which  precludes  the  con- 
clusion that  the  negligence  in  managing  the 
car  was  later  in  time,  and  therefore  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  injury.  Everett  v.  Los  Ange- 
les Consol.  Electric  R.  Co.  115  Cal.  105,  127, 
34  L.  R.  A.  360,  46  Pac.  889,  43  Pac.  207. 
The  duty  of  a  pedestrian  is  the  same,  and 
his  opportunity  is  as  great;  and  so  it  is  clear 
that  the  contributory  negligence  of  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  was  a  proximate  cause  of 
his  death.  In  Ormshee  v.  Boston  d  P.  R. 
Corp.  14  R.  I.  104,  51  Am.  Rep.  354,  it  was 
held  to  be  contributory  negligence  on  the 
part  of  a  deaf  mute  to  cross  a  railroad  track 
without  looking  for  an  approaching  train, 
and  that  his  administratrix  could  not  re- 
cover, though  the  train  gave  no  signal  as  it 
should  have  done. 

A  very  instructive  case,  though  not  pre- 
senting the  same  facts  affecting  the  question 
of  the  defendant's  negligence  as  the  case  at 
bar,  is  State  use  of  Meidling  v.  United  Rail- 
ways d  Electric  Co.  97  Md.  73,  54  Atl.  612, 
613.  The  care  required  of  one  who  attempts 
to  cross  the  track  of  an  electric  road  in  the 
open  country  is  strongly  insisted  upon.  The 
case  is  directly  in  point  on  the  questions  of 
contributory  negligence.  The  court  says: 
"It  is  evident  from  all  the  evidence  that  we 
have  here  ...  a  rapidly  approaching  car 
in  the  sight  of  the  traveler,  who,  in  spite  of 
the  fact  that  he  saw  it,  drove  leisurely  on 
the  track,  and  was  run  over  and  killed.  It 
is  conceded,  of  course,  that  the  defendant 
was  negligent  in  failing,  perhaps,  to  give  sig- 
nals, and  in  running  at  a  higher  rate  of 
speed  than  was  allowable ;  but,  under  all  the 
authorities,  such  negligence  of  the  defendant 
does  not  palliate  or  excuse  the  negligence  of 
the  plaintiff;"  citing  Keenan  v.  Union  Trac- 
tion Co.  202  Pa.  107,  58  L.  R.  A.  217,  51  Atl. 
742.  So  in  Gilmore  v.  Federal  Street  d  P. 
Valley  Pass.  R.  Co.  153  Pa.  31,  34  Am.  St. 
Rep.  682,  25  Atl.  651,  it  was  held  that  "a 
person  is  guilty  of  contributory  negligence 
«9  L.  B.  A. 


who  leaves  a  horse  and  wagon  ung^uarded  up- 
on the  track  of  an  electric  street  railway,  in 
a  narrow  and  unlighted  alley,  on  a  dark 
night;  and  he  cannot  recover  for  injuries  to 
the  horse  and  wagon,  although  the  railway 
company  was  also  negligent  in  running  the 
car  at  a  rate  of  speed  that  did  not  permit 
its  stoppage  within  the  distance  covered  by 
its  own  headlight."  The  court  says:  "It  is 
an  unbending  rule,  to  be  observed  at  all 
times  and  under  all  circumstances,  that  a 
person  about  to  cross  the  track  of  a  street 
railway  must  look  in  both  directions  for  an 
approaching  car  before  attempting  to  cross. 
Ehrisman  v.  East  Harrisburg  City  Pass.  R. 
Co.  150  Pa.  180,  17  L.  R.  A.  448,  24  Atl.  596 ; 
Wheelahan  v.  Philadelphia  Traction  Co.  150 
Pa.  187,  24  Atl.  688.  But  compliance  with 
this  rule  would  be  an  idle  ceremony  if  a  per- 
son might  afterwards  stop  his  horse  or  ve- 
hicle upon  the  track,  relax  his  vigilance, 
and,  leaving  his  horse  unguarded,  go  into  a 
building  in  the  vicinity,  and  there  remain 
any  length  of  time  whatever."  And  the  judg- 
ment for  the  plaintiff  was  accordingly  re- 
versed. See  also,  to  the  same  effect.  New 
York  Co9idensed-Milk  Co.  v.  N<iS8au  Electric 
R.  Co.  29  Misc.  127,  60  N.  Y.  Supp,  234. 

If  the  plaintiff's  intestate  had  impaired 
his  ability  to  take  care  of  himself  by  getting 
intoxicated,  that  fact  in  no  wise  affects  the 
case.  Intoxication  does  not  relieve  a  man 
from  the  degree  of  care  required  of  a  sober 
man  in  the  same  circumstances.  Chicago 
City  R.  Co.  Y.  Lewis,  5  111.  App.  242;  Ba- 
geard  v.  Consolidated  Traction  Co.  64  N.  J. 
L.  316,  49  L.  R.  A.  424,  81  Am.  St  Rep.  408, 
45  Atl.  620.  In  Bughee  ▼.  Union  R.  Co.  (R. 
I.)  59  Atl.  165,  the  plaintiff  was  walking 
upon  the  track,  intoxicated,  when  he  was 
struck  by  an  electric  car,  and  the  court  con- 
sidered him  culpably  negligent. 

As  the  record  presents  all  the  evidence  at- 
tainable, and  it  conclusively  appears  that  the 
plaintiff's  intestate  has  no  cause  of  action 
against  the  defendant,  judgment  will  he  en- 
tered for  the  defendant. 
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TEXAS  COURT  OF  CRIMINAL  APPEAL& 


Lee  SEASON,  Appt., 


STATE  of  Texas. 
(43  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  442.) 

1.  Tlie  record  of  a  prior  eonvletion  of 
theft*  iMised  upon  a  plea  of  guilty,  is  ad- 
ffliaslble  In  a  prosecution  for  burglary,  where 
the  taking  alleged  in  toth  cases  is  the  same. 

X  That  accased  'vras  aot  admoalslied 
does  not  destroy  the  effect  of  a  judicial  con- 
fession in  the  nature  of  a  plea  of  guilty  in  a 
prosecution  for  a  misdemeanor. 

3.  A  plea  of  arallty  of  tbe  theft  to  com- 
mit which  a  burglary  is  alleged  to  have  been 


committed  does  not,  where  the  fact  of  bur- 
glary Itself  depends  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, relieve  the  court  of  the  necessity  of 
instructing  the  Jury  as  to  the  law  governing 
convictions  on  circumstantial  evidence. 

4.  A  remark  by  the  trial  Jadare  to 
ooansel  la  the  presence  of  the  Jary 
in  a  criminal  case,  Indicating  that  in  his 
opinion  the  case  Is  not  one  depending  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  that  he  gives  in- 
stractions  on  that  subject  only  in  deference 
to  the  opinion  of  the  higher  court,  is  reversi- 
ble error. 

6.  It  la  rcTcrslble  error  for  the  trial 
Jadare  to  permit,  without  rebuke,  the  pros- 
ecuting attorney  to  state  to  the  jury,  in  a 
prosecution  for  burglary,  that,  if  they  do  not 
convict,  we  might  as  well  tear  down  the 
courthouses ;  that,  if  defendant  is  not  guilty. 


NoTK. — Necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law  on 
circumstantial  evidence. 

L  Introductory,  193. 

II.  When    evidence   is    entirely    ciroumstan- 
tiaJ. 

a.  In  general,  193. 

1.  Homicide, 193, 

2.  Larceny, 195. 

3.  Burglai-y^  197, 

4.  Other  crimes,  198. 

b.  Possession  of  stolen  property,  198. 

III.  When   the  evidence  of  guilt  of  accused 

is  direct. 

a.  By  positive  testimony,  200. 

1.  Homicide.  201. 

2.  Larceny,  203. 
8.  Rohhery,  203. 
4.  Rape,  204. 

6.  Other  crimes,   204. 

b.  By  proof  of  the  confession  of  ac- 

cused. 

1.  Homicide,  205. 

2.  Larceny,  200. 

3.  Burglary, 207. 

4.  Other  crimes,  208. 
c  Plea  of  insanity,  208. 

IV.  Where  evidence  is  both  direct  and  cir- 

cumstantial, 200. 
V.  Where  instruction  or  request  to  charge, 
eimply    states    abstract    proposition, 
210. 
VL  Testimony  of  accomplice,  211. 
VIL  Necessity  of  request  for  instruction;  or 

exception f  211. 
▼III.  Refusal  of  request,  the  substance  of  which 
is  elsewhere  charged,  213. 
IX.  Accused  in  juxtaposition  to  main  or  in- 
culpatory fact,  214. 
X.  As  to  question  of  intent,  21ti, 
XI.  Miscellaneous  cases,  21S. 

I.  Introductory. 

This  mote  will  be  strictly  limited  to  the  sub- 
ject contained  in  the  title:  that  is  to  say,  to 
tbe  necessity  of  the  instruction.  It  is  believed 
that  there  is  a  unanimity  of  opinion  among  the 
several  jnrlsdictlons  as  to  the  rules  which 
sovem  this  subject,  and  that  they  are,  in  sub- 
stance, that*  in  a  criminal  case  where  the  pros- 
ecution is  dependent  solely  upon  circumstantial 
<M>  L.  R.  A. 


evidence,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to  instruct 
the  jury  as  to  the  law  governing  that  character 
of  evidence,  and  that  this  is  so  only  in  those 
cases  which  depend  solely  upon  circumstantial 
evidence.  In  many  cases  given  herein  the 
courts  have  quoted  largely  from  opinions  relat- 
ing mostly,  if  not  entirely,  to  the  question  of 
the  sufliclency  of  a  charge  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  but  such  cases  have  no  place  in  the 
examination  of  the  particular  subject  here 
being  considered,  and,  of  course,  have  not  been 
Included. 

The  other  rule  consists  in  the  converse  of 
the  proposition  mentioned,  and  Is  that  where 
there  is  direct  evidence  of  what  the  courts  have 
frequently  styled  the  inculpatory  fact,  whether 
such  evidence  consists  in  the  positive  assertions 
of  witnesses,  or  the  direct  testimony,  such  as 
the  confession,  admission,  statement,  or  testi- 
mony of  the  accused,  or  a  plea  the  natural  and 
only  effect  of  which  is  to  admit  the  existence  of 
the  inculpatory  fact,  no  instruction  concern- 
ing it  need  be  given.  As  is  well  said  in 
Beason  v.  Statr,  "What  constitutes  circum- 
stantial evidence,  and  what  constituted  a  case 
depending  solely  upon  circumstantial  evidence, 
are  two  different  questions.*'  An  endeavor  has 
been  made  to  preserve  the  distinction  between 
the  two,  and  to  eliminate  the  consideration  of 
the  question  tirst  mentioned  from  the  discus- 
sion. 

II.  When   evidence  is   entirely  droumstantioL 

a.  In  general. 

The  following  cases  are  those  which  hold 
unqualifiedly  to  the  rule  mentioned,  that  where, 
in  a  criminal  case,  the  evidence  is  purely  cir- 
cumstantial, a  charge  upon  that  branch  of  the 
law  must  be  given,  and  severally  contain  the 
different  circumstances  and  character  of  trials 
wherein  the  strict  rule  has  been  applied. 

1.  Homicide. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  all  the  evidence 
against  the  accused  is  circumstantial,  he  is 
entitled  to  an  instruction  on  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  the  refusal  to  give 
an  instruction  asked  for  by  him,  which  in  all 
respects  correctly  states  the  law  as  to  the  ef- 
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tbere  are  too  many  courts  for  the  case  to  go 
through  to  permit  his  conTlctlon ;  that  the 
state  has  proved  that  defendant  stole  the 
property  hy  his  pleas  of  guilty,  which  the 
Judge  would  not  hare  entered  if  it  was  not 
true;  so  that  the  case  is  one  of  direct,  and 
not  circumstantial,  evidence,  although  a 
2x4  appellate  court  had  held  that  It  was 
the  latter. 
«.  A  elalm  that  tbe  JvrT  In  a  erimimal 
ease  -vraa  prejudiced  by  a  report  of  a 
grand  jury  as  to  tbe  enforcement  of  criminal 
law,  which  was  read  before  them,  comes  too 
late  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial. 

(February  12.   1902.) 

A  PPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
^    the  District  Court  for  Clay  County  con- 
victing him  of  burglary.    Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Messrs.  Barrett  A  Barrett,  for  appel- 
lant: 

The  record  of  the  former  conviction  was 
not  admissible,  because  the  state  failed  to 
»how  that  the  defendant  had  been  properly 
admonished  before  he  pleaded  guilty. 

Allen  V.  StatOy  18  Tex.  App.  120  { Black  v. 
State,  18  Tex.  App.  124;  Walker  v.  State, 
7  Tex.  App.  246,  32  Am.  Rep.  595. 

Where  the  remarks  of  the  district  at- 
torney in  his  closing  argument  are  improp- 
er, and  have  probably  injured  the  rights  of 
defendant,  when  they  are  properly  excepted 
to,  and  the  court  is  requested  to  tell  the 
jury  not  to  consider  them,  and  the  objec- 
tion and  request  are  overruled  by  the  court, 
the  cause  should  be  reversed. 

Crow  V.  State,  33  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  264, 


feet  of  such  evidence,  will  nnllify  his  con- 
viction. State  V.  Moxley,  102  Mo.  374,  14  S. 
W.  969,  15  S.  W.  656. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  while  the  essential 
facts  may  be  proved  by  circumstantial  evidence, 
it  is  a  well-established  principle  that  it  is  neces- 
sary to  caution  the  Jury,  in  a  proper  instruc- 
tion, as  to  the  weight  and  effect  to  be  given 
the  circumstances  detailed  by  the  witnesses ; 
and,  where  the  evidence  in  the  case  is  wholly 
circumstantial,  the  Jury  should  be  instructed 
as  to  the  nature  and  conclusiveness  of  that 
character  of  testimony  to  warrant  a  conviction 
upon  M.  Territory  v.  Lermo,  8  N.  M.  566,  46 
Pac.  16. 

On  a  trial  for  murder  a  witness  testified  that 
she  saw  the  accused  strike  the  deceased  on  tbe 
head  with  a  piece  of  iron,  and  several  minutes 
thereafter  she  heard  a  pistol  shot,  which  she 
thought  was  in  the  same  room  where  she  had 
witnessed  the  blow.  The  evidence  of  experts 
made  it  clear  that  death  did  not  result  from 
the  blow,  but  alone  from  the  shot,  although  it 
was  testified  that  the  blow  could,  or  might, 
have  produced  or  brought  about  death  in  a 
tew  days,  depending  upon  probable  attendant 
and  resultant  effects  of  the  blow.  The  court 
said,  that  conceding  that  the  blow  could  have 
produced  death  In  a  few  days,  yet  that  time  did 
not  elapse,  for  the  evidence  showed  that  the 
shot  toolc  effect  while  deceased  was  living,  and 
that  it  produced  death,  and,  as  no  witness  saw 
tho  pistol  fired,  it  was  left  to  be  ascertained 
from  inference  or  conclusions  from  the  circum- 
stances and  facts  developed  on  the  trial  who  did 
the  shooting,  and,  this  being  the  case,  the  con- 
viction was  wholly  dependent  for  its  support  on 
circumstantial  evidence ;  and,  although  a 
charge  upon  this  phase  of  the  law  was  pre- 
pared, and  requested  by  the  accused,  it  was  not 
given,  and  this  was  held  to  be  error.  Leftwich 
V.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  Kep.  489,  31  S.  W.  385. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder  of  a  new-born 
infant,  it  appeared  by  the  evidence  of  the 
child's  mother  that,  directly  after  its  birth, 
the  defendant  took  the  child  into  another  room, 
and  while  there  with  the  child  she  heard  the 
sound  of  water;  that  thereafter  the  defendant 
brought  the  child,  or  its  body,  she  could  not 
tell  which,  into  the  room,  there  being  no  sound 
coming  from  the  child  showing  that  it  was 
alive ;  and  there,  to  her  positive  knowledge,  he 
burned  the  child, — ^the  court  said  that,  if  the 
69  L.  E.  A. 


child  was  drowned,  then  it  was  a  case  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  the  facts  demon- 
strated this  proposition.  That  the  proof  tend- 
ed more  strongly  to  show  that  it  was  drowned, 
and,  this  being  a  case  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, the  rules  applicable  to  such  a  case 
should  have  been  given  in  charge  to  the  jury. 
And,  even  conceding  that  the  circumstances — 
the  facts — were  in  such  close  Juxtaposition 
that  they  amount  to  positive  proof  that  the 
child  was  burned  to  death,  still  the  theory  that 
it  was  drowned  might  have  been  adopted  by  the 
Jury,  and  the  accused  convicted  upon  that  the- 
ory, without  proper  instructions  upon  the  rule 
applicable  to  a  case  depending  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Puryear  v.  State,  28  Tex. 
App.  73,  11  8.  W.  929. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  court,  on 
a  trial  for  homicide,  has  already  embraced  in 
its  charge  the  doctrine  of  reasonable  doubt,  an 
additional  instruction  must  be  given  where  the 
guilt  of  the  accused  is  sought  to  be  established 
upon  circumstantial  evidence  only,  viz.,  that 
the  proof  must  be  so  clear  and  convincing  as 
to  exclude  every  other  reasonable  hypothesis 
than  that  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused.  Barnard 
v.  State,  88  Tenn.  183,  12  S.  W.  431. 

In  a  criminal  prosecution  for  murder,  in 
which  nothing  is  proved  by  positive  testimony 
save  the  corpus  delicti,  and  all  the  evidence  to 
connect  the  accused  with  the  crime  is  circum- 
stantial, it  is  essential  that  the  Jury  be  further 
instructed  as  to  the  conviction  which  must 
impress  itself  upon  their  minds,  drawn  by  In- 
ference from  the  circumstances  in  evidence,  be- 
fore they  can  say  that,  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt,  the  accused  perpetrated  the  act.  Hunt 
V.  State,  7  Tex.  App.  212. 

In  this  immediate  connection,  the  court 
said  further:  "And  It  is  believed  that  the  ad- 
Judged  cases  in  our  state  furnish  no  instance  of 
a  conviction  for  a  grave  felony  upon  circum- 
stantial testimony  alone,  unless  the  charge  of 
the  court  plainly  directed  the  Jury  as  to  the 
principles  of  law  which  should  govern  them  In 
reaching  their  conclusion :  and  we  have  al- 
ready held  It  error  to  refuse  a  charge  of  this 
character  when  asked  in  a  proper  case.  Har- 
rison V.  State,  6  Tex.  App.  42." 

On  the  trial  of  an  indictment  against  two 
brothers  for  murder  the  trial  court  limited  Its 
charge  upon  circumstantial  evidence  to  the  case 
of  one,  thereby  (as  stated  by  the  court  of  ap- 
peals) giving  the  Jury  Jto^  understjtnd  that  the 
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26  S.  W.  209;  Braeell  y.  State,  33  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  333,  26  S.  W.  723. 

Neither  the  district  attorney  nor  the 
eourt  should  be  allowed  to  appeal  to  the 
prejudice  of  the  jury,  directly  or  indirectly, 
in  order  to  obtain  a  conviction  in  a  criminal 
case. 

Moncallo  v.  State,  12  Tex.  App.  171; 
Moore  v.  State,  33  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  306,  26 
S.  W.  403;  Kirk  v.  State,  35  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  224,  32  S.  W.  1045;  Crow  v.  State,  33 
Tex.  Cym.  Rep.  264,  26  S.  W.  209. 

The  court  is  not  allowed  in  this  state,  and 
is  expressly  prohibited  by  the  statute,  from 
either  directly  or  indirectly  expressing  or 
intimating  an  opinion  as  to  the  guilt  of  the 


defendant  in  a  criminal  case  being  tried  be- 
fore it. 

Ibid, 

In  a  criminal  case  the  judge  should  so 
construct  his  charge  as  to  place  the  burden 
of  proof  on  the  state. 

Phillriok  v.  State,  2  Tex.  App.  517. 

Mr,  Robert  A.  Jolin  for  appellee. 

Brooks,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Appellant,  Lee  Beason,  was  charged  by  in- 
dictment with  burglarizing  a  house  occupied 
and  controlled  by  Paul  Schucht  with  the 
intent  to  commit  the  crime  of  theft,  and 
that  he  did  fraudulently  take  15  bushels  of 
com,  of  the  value  of  $6.    His  trial  resulted 


case  of  the  other  did  not  depend  wholly  upon 
that  character  of  evidence,  but  was  supported, 
in  part  at  least,  by  direct  evidence.  This  was 
held  to  be  error,  as  the  charge  upon  circum- 
itantial  evidence  should  have  been  made  ap- 
plicable to  the  case  of  the  one  as  well  as  to  that 
of  the  other.  It  was  a  part  of  the  law  of 
both  cases,  and  its  omission  from  the  charge 
bu  been  repeatedly  held  to  be  error  for  which 
the  judgment  must  be  reversed,  although  such 
error  was  not  excepted  to  at  the  trial.  Conner 
▼.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  1. 

Vpon  an  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  man- 
■laaghter  the  court  said  that  it  was  a  case 
clearly  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  the  trial 
court  should  have  charged  the  law  applicable 
to  such  a  case,  and  a  failure  to  do  so  was 
fundamental  error,  and  the  conviction  was  re- 
versed,    alley  y.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  106. 

2.  Larceny, 

In  the  following  cases  the  rule  has  been  ap- 
plied In  trials  for  larceny. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  all  the  evidence 
as  to  the  accused  was  circumstantial,  and  the 
court,  when  requested  by  the  counsel  for  the 
accused  to  charge  the  law  of  circumstantial 
CTidenee,  refused  to  do  so,  and  stated  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  the  jury  that  he  did 
sot  think  that  was  In  the  case,  this  was  held 
to  be  error,  and  a  conviction  was  reversed. 
Hart  ▼.  State,  97  Oa.  865,  23  S.  B.  831. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny  the  evidence  on  be- 
half of  the  state,  tending  to  prove  the  appel- 
Unt's  guilt,  was  all  circumstantial,  there  be- 
tag  no  direct  evidence  of  such  guilt,  and  the 
court  having  refused  a  request  for  an  instruc- 
tion as  to  the  effect  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
— that  It  was  a  case  where  the  state  sought  a 
conviction  on  circumstantial  evidence ;  that  the 
accused  was  presumed  to  be  Innocent  until  the 
contrary  was  made  to  appear  by  the  evidence ; 
and  that.  In  order  to  convict,  the  circumstances 
■Qst  be  so  strong  as  to  exclude  every  other 
reasonahie  hypothesis,  except  that  of  the  de- 
fendant's guilt, — this  was  held  to  be  error  for 
^ikh  a  conviction  was  reversed.  Wantland 
▼    SUte,  145  Ind.  88,  43  N.  B.  931. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  there  was  no 
direct  or  positive  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the 
accused,  a  refusal  to  instruct  the  jury  that, 
before  they  conid  convict  upon  drcumstantial 
cvfdenes  alone,  the  drcnmstances  should  be 
a«cfa  as  to  exclnde  every  other  reasonable  hy- 


po thesis  than  that  of  the  defendant's  guilt,  is 
error  for  which  a  conviction  will  be  reversed. 
Turner  v.  State,  4  Lea,  207. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  it  became  nec- 
essary for  the  jury  to  determine  from  the  evi- 
dence that  the  animals  charged  to  have  been 
stolen  from  the  alleged  owner  were  taken  in  a 
particular  county,  the  evidence  on  this  ques- 
tion being  purely  circumstantial,  it  was  neces- 
sary for  the  judge  to  give  to  the  jury  an  ap- 
propriate charge  on  circumstantial  evidence, 
and  the  failure  to  do  so  was  reversible  error. 
Lindley  v.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  445. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  larceny,  the  evidence — 
apart  from  that  establishing  the'  corpus  delicti, 
which  was  of  a  positive  character — tended  to 
the  establishment  of  independent  facts,  from 
which  the  guilt  of  the  accused  must  have  been 
Inferred,  it  was  held  that  such  evidence,  in  so 
far  as  it  tended  to  fix  guilt  upon  the  accused, 
was  wholly  circumstantial,  and  the  instruc- 
tion requested  by  him  as  to  the  force  and  effect 
of  such  evidence  was  pertinent  to  the  case,  and 
should  have  been  given.  Eckert  v.  State,  9 
Tex.  App.  105. 

Where  the  court  in  a  case  of  theft  gave  two 
charges  to  the  jury,  the  first  of  which  was  that 
the  law  prescribes  no  rule  for  the  kind  or 
amoimt  of  testimony  other  than  that  it  must  be 
sufficient  fully  to  satisfy  the  jury  of  the  ex- 
istence of  every  fact  necessary  to  constitute 
the  guilt  of  the  accused  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt;  and  the  second  instruction  was  that, 
unless  the  jury  were  satisfied  of  the  existence 
of  all  the  facts  necessary  to  the  guilt  of  the 
defendant,  they  would  find  him  not  guilty, 
— ^these  were  held  to  be  defective  and  insufficient 
as  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence,  in  that 
they  failed  to  call  attention  to  the  subject  at 
all,  or  to  meet  the  requisites  of  any  charges  on 
the  subject  which  had  been  approved  in  terms 
by  either  the  supreme  court  or  the  court  of  ap 
peals ;  but  more  particularly  in  that  the  chargp 
failed  to  instruct  the  jury  that  the  factH 
proved,  from  which  the  defendant's  guilt  was 
to  be  inferred,  must  not  only  be  consistent  with 
his  guilt,  but  they  must  also  be  incapable  of 
any  other  conclusion  than  the  single  one  of 
his  guilt.  Barr  v.  State.  10  Tex.  App.  507. 
In  this  case  the  court  said  that,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  court,  neither  Taylor  v.  dtate,  9  Tex. 
App.  100,  nor  Brown  v.  State,  23  Tex.  195,  de- 
cided the  question  whether  or  not  a  charge  on 
circumstantial  evidence  should  be  given  in  n 
proper  case,  as  a  part  of  the  law 

Digitized  by  ^ 


iyt^^Sgle 


106 


Texas  Coubt  of  Criminal  Appeals. 


Fkb^ 


in  his  conviction,  and  his  punishment  as- 
sessed at  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  for 
a  term  of  two  years. 

This  is  the  second  appeal  {Beawn  y. 
State,  2  Tex.  Ct.  Rep.  921,  63  S.  W.  633), 
and  is  a  companion  case  to  Murmutt  v. 
State,  now  pending,  involving  substantially 
the  same  issues.  The  record  contains  eight 
bills  of  exception.  The  bills  will  be  treated 
seriatim. 

1.  The  facts  show  that  the  burglary  com- 
mitted and  the  theft  which  was  consumma- 
ted in  its  perpetration  occurred  some  time 
between  12  o'clock  noon  of  February  24th, 
and  12  o'clock  of  February  25,  1901,  being 
Sunday  and  Monday,  respectively.  Appellant 
was  arrested  on  Tuesday,  February  26th, 
about  11  o'clock.     When  arrested  he  was  in 


company  with  his  codefendant,  Murmutt. 
This  arrest  was  upon  a  charge  by  informa- 
tion and  complaint  of  theft  of  the  com  from 
the  house  alleged  to  have  been  burglarized. 
On  Thursday,  February  28th,  appellant  duly 
entered  his  plea  of  guilty  to  the  offense  of 
theft  in  the  county  court  of  Clay  county, 
and  a  judgment  was  on  that  day  entered  ad- 
judging him  guilty,  assessing  his  punish- 
ment at  a  fine  of  $25  and  ten  days'  imprison- 
ment in  the  county  jail.  Subsequent  to  this 
judgment  appellant  was  arrested,  charged 
with  burglarizing  the  said  house,  and  was 
indicted  by  the  grand  jury  of  Clay  county 
on  March  19,  1901.  Upon  the  trial  of  this 
case  the  state  introduced  the  complaint  and 
information  and  the  judgment  upon  his  plea 
of  guilty  in  the  theft  case,  to  the  introduc- 


And  yet  in  at  least  two  cases  (Vausrhn  y.  State, 
17  Tex.  App.  562,  and  Wright  ▼.  State,  18  Tex. 
App.  358)  Brown's  Case  has  been  cited  as  an 
authority  that  In  a  criminal  case,  where  all 
the  evidence  is  circumstantial,  a  failure  to 
charge  on  the  law  of  that  kind  of  evidence  is 
a  fatal  error. 

And  In  Thomas  v.  State,  IS  Tex.  App.  493, 
the  court  said,  in  reversing  a  Judgment  of  con- 
viction because  the  charge  did  not  present  the 
law  of  the  case:  "Appellant  was  convicted  in 
this  case  upon  evidence  wholly  circumstantial. 
A  rule  of  practice,  settled  in  this  state  by  de- 
cisions which  have  been  iterated  and  reiter- 
ated, is  that,  where  the  inculpatory  evidence  is 
purely  circumstantial,  the  charge  of  the  court 
must  expound  to  the  Jury  the  nature  and  con- 
clusiveness of  that  character  of  evidence,  to 
warrant  a  conviction  upon  it.  It  is  part  of  the 
law  applicable  to  the  case,  and  cannot  be  omit- 
ted from  the  charge  without  causing  error 
fatal  to  the  conviction.*' 

And  in  Lee  v.  State,  14  Tex.  App.  266,  the 
court  said :  "This  is  a  case  in  which  the  evi- 
dence adduced  on  the  trial  to  establish  the 
guilt  of  the  defendant  was  all  circumstantial. 
There  was  no  direct  evidence  proving  that  she 
committed  the  theft.  Such  being  the  charac- 
ter of  the  evidence,  it  was  incumbent  upon  the 
trial  Judge  to  instruct  the  Jury  on  the  legal 
principles  having  relation  to  that  kind  of  evi- 
dence. ...  In  this  case  the  court  failed 
to  charge  the  Jury  upon  this  subject,  and  there- 
fore failed  to  charge  the  law  applicable  to  the 
case,  as  has  been  well  settled  by  the  repeated 
decisions  of  the  supreme  court  and  of  this 
court.*' 

Upon  an  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  the 
theft  of  a  horse,  where  the  trial  court  had 
neglected  to  charge  upon  the  law  of  circum- 
stantial evidence,  the  court,  in  reversing  the 
Judgment  of  conviction,  said :  "We  are  of  the 
opinion  that  the  evidence  upon  which  the  ap- 
pellant was  convicted  Is  purely  circumstantial : 
and  that,  therefore,  the  trial  Judge  should  have 
charged  the  Jury  the  law  applicable  to  such  a 
case.'*     Faulkner  v.   State,   15  Tex.  App.   115. 

On  the  trial  of  a  prosecution  for  cattle  steal- 
ing, where  the  evidence  consisted  mainly  In 
facts  which  with  more  or  less  cogency  tended 
to  connect  the  accused  with  the  killing  of  the 
animal  in  question,  and  some  freshly  butchered 
beef  was  found  at  their  house,  and 'there  was 
a  statement  of  one  of  the  accused  which  tended 
U9  L.  R.  A. 


to  show  his  knowledge  of  the  killing  of  the 
animal ;  but  no  witness  saw  the  animal  killed 
and  no  witness  undertook  to  testify  that  the 
accused  were  ever  in  charge  of  the  animal,  or 
had  possession  of  it,  or  were  connected  with 
the  killing,  otherwise  than  as  stated, — it  was 
held  that,  under  this  state  of  the  case,  a  charge 
of  the  law  applicable  to  a  case  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence  was  demanded.  Lopez  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  40  S.  W.  695. 

A  charge  that  "theft  may  be  established  by 
circumstances — If  the  circumstances  are  suffi- 
cient to  establish  It  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt — 
that  the  defendant  on  trial,  and  no  other  per- 
son, took  the  same.  If  taken,  from  the  posses- 
sion of  the  owner,"  is  tantamount  to  no  charge 
on  circumstantial  evidence;  and  the  refusal  to 
make.  In  addition  thereto,  a  charge  which  cor- 
rectly states  the  law  on  the  subject,  is  error 
for  which  a  conviction  will  be  reversed.  Davis 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  54  S.  W.  583. 

On  a  trial  for  hog  stealing,  where  the  de- 
fense was  that  the  accused  took  up  several 
head  of  hogs  that  had  been  getting  into  his 
corn  Held,  and  they  all  got  out  but  two,  which 
he  concluded  to  kill  and  appropriate,  his  de- 
fense being  that  he  took  up  the  entire  bunch  of 
hogs  for  an  innocent  purpose,  i.  e.,  to  keep 
them  out  of  his  field,  and  that  he  subsequently 
formed  the  intent  to  kill  and  appropriate  them, 
which  he  did;  and  the  trial  court  refused  to 
charge  on  circumstantial  evidence, — on  appeal 
from  a  conviction,  the  court  said  that,  while 
there  was  some  testimony  on  the  part  of  the 
defendant  in  reference  to  his  taking  the  hogs, 
it  was  not  of  the  character  of  taking  relied  up- 
on by  the  state  for  a  conviction,  and  so  the 
state's  case  depended  mainly  on  circumstantial 
evidence,  and  a  charge  on  that  subject  should 
have  been  given.  V'easly  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm. 
App.)    85  S.  W.  274. 

In  each  of  the  following  cases  it  la  decided 
that  on  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  there  Is  no 
direct  evidence  of  the  taking,  or  where  all  the 
evidence  Is  circumstantial,  an  Instruction  on 
the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence  is  essential ; 
and  that  a  failure  so  to  instruct  the  Jury  to 
error,  for  which  a  Judgment  of  conviction  will 
be  reversed :  Wyers  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  57  ; 
Harris  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  S09 ;  Montgomery 
V.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  609;  Cook  v.  State,  14 
Tex.  App.  96;  Garcia  v.  State,  15  Tex.  App. 
120;  Howell  v.  State,  16  Tex.  App.  93;  Allen 
V.  State,  16  Tex.  App.  237rKsnneda  ▼.  State, 
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tiOD  of  which  appellant  objected  as  shown 
by  his  first  bill  of  exceptions.  This  evi- 
dence was  admissible.  The  facts  clearly 
show  that  the  plea  was  entered  for  the  iden- 
tical theft  that  is  alleged  in  the  indictment 
in  this  ease,  it  being  alleged  in  this  case  as 
one  of  the  elements  of  burglary.  The  objec- 
tion that  appellant  was  not  admonished  will 
not  apply  to  a  judicial  confession  in  the 
nature  of  a  plea  of  guilty  in  a  misdemeanor, 
but  only  applies  to  felonies.  Johnaon  y. 
State,  39  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  625,  48  8.  W.  70; 
Berliner  v.  State,  6  Tex.  App.  181.  We  are 
now  discussing  only  its  admissibility.  The 
legal  effect  of  said  plea  of  guilty  and  its 
probative  force  will  be  discussed  later. 

2.  Bills  of  exception  Nos.  1  and  2  com- 
plain that  the  court  erred  in  permitting  the 


witness  Paul  Schucht  to  give  his  opinion  as 
to  whether  a  man  could  step  in  at  the  south 
window  of  the  west  room  of  the  house  al- 
leged to  have  been  burglarized  without  rais- 
ing it,  and  his  opinion  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  door  could  have  been  opened  by  stock 
that  were  in  the  indosure  where  the  house 
was  situated,  his  opinion  as  to  the  latter  be- 
ing based  upon  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
evidence  of  stock  being  near  the  entrance  in 
question.  These  two  questions  will  be  thor- 
oughly discussed  in  the  Murmutt  Case  (Tex. 
Orim.  App.)  67  S.  W.  508. 

3.  Bills  Nos.  3,  4,  5,  and  6  all  involve  the 
same  subject-matter.  A  synopsis  of  the  bills 
may  be  stated.  In  bill  No.  4  an  exception 
was  taken  to  the  following  remarks  of  the 
district  attorney:     "The  facts  in  this  case 


16  Tex.  App.  258 ;  Cooper  v.  State,  16  Tex.  App. 
341;  Scblndler  v«  State,  17  Tex.  App.  408; 
Mathews  v.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  472 ;  Vaughn  v. 
State,  17  Tex.  App.  562;  Dupree  v.  State,  17 
Tex.  App.  591 ;  Murphy  v.  State,  17  Tex.  App. 
645;  Wright  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  368; 
Ramlres  ▼.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  133;  Crowell 
V.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  404,  6  S.  W.  818 ;  Fuller 
V.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  596,  7  S.  W.  330; 
Guajardo  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  603,  7  S.  W. 
331 :  Wlllard  v.  State,  26  Tex.  App.  126,  9  S. 
W.  358:  ArlsmendlB  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  374,  64  S.  W.  599,  41  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  378, 
54  S.  W.  601 ;  Scott  V.  State  (Tex.  App.)  12  S. 
W.  604 :  Eteaton  v.  State  (Tex.  App.)  13  S.  W. 
1009:  Bennett  v.  SUte  (Tex.  App.)  15  S.  W. 
405;  Poaton  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  35  S. 
W.  656;  Stewart  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
77  8.  W.  791. 

See  also  Ray  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  61 ;  and 
Flores  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  665»  infra,  YII. 

8.  Burglary, 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  burglary,  'the  defendant 
requested  the  trial  court  to  charge  that  the  evi- 
dence against  the  defendant  was  purely  cir- 
cumstantial ;  and  that  his  innocence  must  be 
presumed  until  the  case  against  him  is  proved 
in  all  Its  material  circumstances  beyond  a  rea- 
sonable doubt;  and  that  to  find  him  guilty  as 
charged  the  evidence  must  be  so  strong  and 
cogent  as  to  show  his  guilt  to  a  moral  certain- 
ty ;  and,  unless  it  is  established,  the  Jury  must 
find  him  not  guilty,  which  request  was  refused, 
— this  was  held  to  be  error,  the  record  showing 
that  the  evidence  against  the  accused  was  pure- 
ly circumstantial.  Gllmore  v.  State,  99  Ala. 
154,  13  So.  536. 

Upon  a  trial  for  burglary,  where  there  was 
BO  contest  at  the  trial  as  to  the  corpus  delicti, 
and  the  inculpatory  evidence  tending  to  identi- 
fy the  accused  as  the  guilty  party  was  wholly 
circumstantial,  and  the  Jury,  after  remaining 
out  from  twelve  to  twenty  hours,  returned  and 
requested  the  court  for  a  further  charge  in  ref- 
erence to  circumstantial  testimony,  in  response 
to  which  the  court  said,  among  other  things; 
"This  case  Is  not  founded  entirely  upon  circum- 
stantial testimony.  There  is  both  positive  and 
drcumstantial  testimony,** — the  jury  must 
have  understood  this  to  mean  that  there  was 
some  direct  evidence  to  connect  the  accused 
with  the  offense  charged.  The  charge  was  held  I 
69  L.  R.  A. 


to  be  erroneous,  and  the  Judgment  of  conviction 
reversed.  Simmons  v.  State,  85  Ga.  224,  11 
S.  E.  555. 

On  a  trial  for  burglary,  when  the  evidence 
is  entirely  circumstantial,  the  Jury  should  not 
be  given  a  loose  rein,  but  should  have  careful 
direction  as  to  the  quantum  of  proof  necessary 
to  Justify  a  conviction.  State  v.  Brady,  121 
Iowa,  561,  91  N.  W.  801. 

Where  the  evidence  on  a  trial  for  burglary 
is  wholly  circumstantial,  the  Jury  should  be  in- 
structed as  to  the  nature  and  conclusiveness  of 
that  character  of  testimony  to  warrant  a  con- 
viction upon  it.  Struckman  v.  State,  7  Tex. 
App.  581. 

And  in  Black  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  124,  a  tri- 
al for  burglary,  the  court,  after  holding  that 
the  charge  was  objectionable*  for  another  rea- 
son, said :  "Another  fatal  objection  to  the  suffi- 
ciency of  the  charge  of  the  court  is  that  it  omits 
entirely  to  give  the  Jury  any  instructions  with 
regard  to  circumstantial  evidence.  The  case 
was  one  wholly  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and 
the  Jury  should  have  been  properly  instructed 
with  regard  to  the  rules  pertaining  to  that 
character  of  testimony.*' 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  burglary,  the  accused 
(who  was  a  boy,  in  regard  to  whom  there  was  a 
question  whether  he  would  have  sense  enough 
to  know  right  from  wrong),  after  a  witness 
had  stated  to  him  that  he  knew  all  about  it, 
and  he  might  as  well  own  up,  as  he  had  been 
seen  in  the  store,  and  tell  all  abr  it  it,  went  off, 
and  in  a  short  while  returned  with  a  pistol  that 
had  been  taken  from  the  store  at  the  time,  and 
delivered  it  to  the  witness ;  but  the  witness  did 
not  say  that  the  accused  confessed  to  him  that 
he  committed  the  burglary, — while  his  bringing 
the  pistol  was  a  very  strong  circumstance  of 
guilt,  yet,  not  being  accompanied  by  a  direct 
confession.  It  was  only  a  circumstance;  and. 
such  being  the  character  of  the  testimony,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  charge  the 
law  relative  to  that  character  of  testimony; 
and,  as  this  was  not  done,  the  Judgment  was 
reversed.     Parker  v.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  451. 

On  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  burglary, 
it  appeared  that  Just  prior  to  the  arrest  of  the 
accused  he  made  conflicting  statements  as  to 
his  right  of  possession  of  the  property  stolen, 
which  he  had  undertaken  to  pawn  on  the  day 
following  the  burglary.  Such  statements  were 
made  to  the  pawnbroker  and  the  officer  who 
arrested  him.    He  introduced  evidence  to  prove 
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are  so  clear  that  you  can't  have  a  reason- 
able doubt  as  to  the  defendant's  guilt;  and, 
if  you  do  not  convict  this  defendant,  we  had 
just  as  well  tear  down  our  courthouses,  and 
stop  pa^^ng  our  officers  salaries  to  try  to 
enforce  the  law.  Tlie  grand  jury  has  done 
all  that  they  could  do.  I  have  prosecuted 
this  case  with  all  my  might,  and  the  officers 
of  the  court  have  done  all  that  they  could 
do;  and  His  Honor,  the  judge  on  the  bench, 
is  not  going  to  help  turn  a  guilty  man  loose. 
He  is  not  that  kind  of  a  man  that  would 
let  a  criminal  go  free.  It  is  true  that,  if  the 
jury  return  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  the  case 
will  be  ended;  and,  if  this  court  thinks  this 
defendant  is  not  guilty,  the  jury  should  not 
think  that  he  would  sit  there  and  let  him 
be  convicted.    He  is  not  made  of  that  kind 


of  stuflf.  If  a  defendant  is  not  guilty,  there 
is  no  danger  of  his  being  convicted,  because 
there  are  too  many  courts  for  this  case  to  go 
through  for  an  innocent  man  to  be  convicted 
in  the  courts  of  Texas.**  The  bill  shows  that 
this  argimiont  was  made  in  reply  to  the  fol- 
lowing argument  of  defendant's  counsel, 
which  is  quoted,  as  follows:  "Gentlemen  of 
the  jury,  I  am  now  about  to  close  this  case. 
You  see  from  evidence  there  have  been  sev- 
eral trials  in  this  cause,  which  is  indicative 
of  the  fact  that  there  is  something  wrong 
about  this  matter,  and  illustrates  the  adage 
that  'a  thing  is  never  settled  until  it  is  set- 
tled right.*  Therefore,  gentlemen  of  the 
jury,  I  hope  you  will  settle  this  case  right, 
and  end  it  by  returning  a  verdict  of  not 


an  alibi,  and  also  In  support  of  one  of  his  state- 
ments.— that  he  obtained  the  property  from  an- 
other party.  It  was  urged  for  reversal  that 
the  trial  court  had  failed  to  charge  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  a  case  dependent  upon  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  and  the  court  held  that  the 
charge  should  have  been  given.  Robertson  v. 
State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  26  S.  W.  728. 

In  Gonzales  v.  State,  12  Tex.  App.  657,  a  tri- 
al for  burglary,  the  court  said :  "We  find  but  a 
single  error  In  the  proceedings  of  which  defend- 
ant can  Justly  complain.  The  evidence  against 
him  was  entirely  circumstantial.  It  is  well 
settled  that,  when  the  Inculpatory  evidence 
in  a  case  is  purely  circumstantial,  the  charge 
of  the  court  must  expound  to  the  Jury  the  na- 
ture and  conclusiveness  of  that  character  of 
testimony,  to  wai'tant  a  conviction  upon  It.  It 
is  a  part  of  the  law  applicable  to  the  case,  and 
cannot  be  omitted  from  the  charge  without  caus- 
ing error  fatal  to  the  conviction.  ...  In 
this  case  the  court  wholly  failed  to  instruct  the 
Jury  in  regard  to  circumstantial  evidence,  which 
error  was  properly  complained  of  by  defendant 
in  a  bill  of  exceptions,  and  also  In  his  motion 
for  a  new  trial." 

4.  Other  crimes. 

In  Daniels  v.  State  (Tex.  App.)  14  S.  W.  895, 
the  court  said:  "In  the  statement  of  facts  we 
find  no  direct  evidence  that  defendant,  by  a 
promise  to  marry  the  female,  seduced  and  had 
carnal  knowledge  of  her.  Penal  Code,  art. 
814.  That  he  promised  to  marry  her  Is  proved 
only  by  the  circumstance  that  he  asked  her 
mother's  permission  to  do  so.  He  never  told 
anyone  that  he  promised  to  marry  her ;  nor  did 
any  witness  testify  that  he  made  such  a  prom- 
ise. No  one  testified  that  he  ever  had  carnal 
knowledge  of  her,  and,  If  he  did  have  such  car- 
nal knowledge,  it  does  not  appear,  at  least  by  di- 
rect evidence,  whether  it  was  before  or  after  he 
had  made  such  promise.  We  regard  the  case 
as  one  of  circumstantial  evidence  only,  and  to 
our  minds  the  circumstances  are  of  a  weak  and 
Inconclusive  character.  Such  being  the  charac- 
ter of  the  evidence.  It  was  material  and  funda- 
mental error  to  omit  to  instruct  the  Jury  in  the 
charge  as  to  the  rules  of  law  applicable  to  such 
evidence." 

Where  one  was  Indicted  for  making  a  false 
instrument,  but  there  was  no  charge  of  utter- 
Inc  the  same,  and  the  evidence  is  direct  and 
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positive  as  to  che  passing,  but  Is  only  circum- 
stantial as  to  the  making  thereof,  which  is 
the  crime  with  which  the  accused  Is  charged,  a 
failure  to  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  Is 
fatal,  and  a  Judgment  of  conviction  will  be  re- 
versed. Hanks  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  56 
S.  W.  922. 

b.  PoMseasion  of  Mtolen  property. 

The  finding  of  property  that  has  been  stolen 
in  the  possession  of  the  accused,  which  posses- 
sion he  does  not  satisfactorily  excuse,  explain 
or  account  for,  or  does  so  untruthfully,  has  been 
held  to  be  prima  facie  evidence  that  he  com- 
mitted the  larceny ;  but  the  single  possession  of 
such  property,  shown  In  the  accused,  is  only  n 
circumstance  tending  to  prove  his  guilt,  and 
which,  without  any  positive  proof  as  to  the 
taking,  renders  the  case  one  wholly  depending 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  and  a  failure  of 
the  court  to  charge  upon  the  subject  is  error : 
and  the  cases  in  this  subdivision  are  those 
which,  under  varying  circumstances,  point  out 
this  rule. 

In  Gabllck  v.  People,  40  Mich.  292,  the  court, 
in  holding  that  the  accused,  on  a  trial  for 
larceny,  was  entitled  to  an  Instruction  that  the 
fact  of  possession  of  stolen  property,  standing 
alone  and  unconnected  with  any  other  circum- 
stance, afforded  but  slight  presumption  of  guilt, 
for  the  real  criminal  may  have  artfully  placed 
the  property  In  the  possession,  or  on  the  prem- 
ises, of  an  Innocent  person,  said  that,  while  it 
was  perfectly  true  that  the  Jury  must  Judge  of 
the  proper  weight  of  the  evidence,  yet,  when 
evidence  was  laid  before  them  which  only  in- 
directly tended  to  raise  an  inference  of  guilt, 
and  the  Importance  of  which  must  depend  al- 
together upon  circumstances,  it  was  the  right 
of  the  accused  to  have  the  Jury  Instructed  how 
those  circumstances  bore  upon  the  presumption 
of  guilt. 

On  a  trial  for  theft,  the  court  said  that  the 
case  against  the  defendant — that  is,  his  com- 
plicity with  the  taking  of  the  stolen  animal — 
w^as  one  wholly  of  a  circumstantial  character, 
as  no  witness  testified  to  having  seen  him  take 
the  animal,  and  his  first  connection  with  it.  as 
disclosed,  was  In  his  pasture  after  it  had  l>een 
taken  from  Its  accustomed  range  by  someone ; 
that  he  was  the  party  who  took  it,  therefore, 
was  a  fact  derivable  alone  from  other  circum- 
stances;   and   It  was  plainly  the  duty  of   the 
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guilty;  that  a  verdict  of  not  guilty  in  a 
criminal  case  is  so  authoritative  that  it  can- 
not be  gainsaid  by  any  power  in  this  state ; 
that  it  is  the  highest  and  most  binding  pro- 
ceeding in  such  a  case."  In  bill  No.  5  the 
language  complained  of,  as  used  by  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  is  as  follows :  "The  state  has 
preyed  that  defendant  stole  the  com  men- 
tioned in  the  indictment  by  his  plea  of 
guilty.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a  man 
as  Judge  Allen,  your  county  judge,  would  let 
a  man  plead  guilty  that  was  not  guilty  and 
did  not  want  to  plead?  You  know  that  he 
would  not.  There  is  no  circumstantial  evi- 
dence in  this  case.  The  old  court  decided 
that  when  a  man  confessed  his  crime  it  was 
positive  evidence,  notwithstanding  the  fact 
that  a  little  2x4  court  has  since  decided  to 


the  contrary.  And  I  will  say  to  you,  gentle- 
men, you  have  positive  evidence  in  this  case, 
although  the  court  may  think  it  the  safest  to 
give  you  in  charge  the  rule  governing  cir- 
cumstantial evidence."  And  in  bill  No.  6, 
the  following  language,  used  by  the  district 
attorney  and  the  court,  is  complained  of; 
"The  district  attorney,  in  his  argument  be- 
fore the  court  and  jury,  stated  to  the  court, 
in  the  presence  and  hearing  of  the  jury,  and 
read  an  authority  to  the  court,  to  the  effect 
that,  where  a  defendant  had  confessed  his 
guilt,  that  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence should  not  be  given;  and  that  the 
rule  of  circumstantial  evidence  should  not 
be  given  in  this  case,  because  this  defendant 
had  confessed  the  crime.  And  the  court 
thereupon   remarked,   in   the   presence   and 


€ourt,  under  the  facts  of  the  case,  to  charge 
the  Jury  with  regard  to  circumstantial  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  convinctlon  was  reversed. 
White  V.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  67. 

In  Sullivan  v.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  623,  the 
court  said :  '*The  learned  trial  judge,  and  like- 
wise the  assistant  attorney  general,  appear  to 
«otertain  the  view  that  evidence  which  proves 
that  the  defendant  was  foand  In  possession  of 
property  recently  stolen,  and  of  which  posses- 
sion he  gives  no  reasonable  explanation.  Is 
positive  and  direct  evidence  that  he  committed 
the  theft  of  such  property ;  and  that  in  such 
case  a  charge  upon  the  rules  governing  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  Is  not  required.  We  have 
always  understood,  and  still  understand,  such 
•evidence  to  be  purely  circumstantial,  when  re 
garded  as  evidence  to  prove  the  guilt  of  the  de- 
fendant. Such  is  the  character  of  evidence 
io  this  case,  and  the  court  failed  to  Instruct 
the  jury  in  the  rules  governing  in  such  cases; 
for  which  error  the  judgment  is  reversed  and 
the  cause  remanded." 

Where  one  was  convicted  of  the  theft  of  a 
horse,  and  was  seen  in  possession  of  the  stolen 
animal  about  the  time  it  was  missed,  but  25 
miles  distant  from  its  range,  no  one  seeing  him 
take  It  from  Its  range;  and  he  did  not  confess 
to  anyone  that  he  had  taken  it,  although  his 
possession  of  the  same,  and  his  conduct  in 
relation  thereto,  and  all  the  other  facts  in  the 
case  sufficiently  and  cogently  established  his 
guilt  of  the  theft;  still  all  this  evidence  was 
circumstantial  and  none  of  it  was  direct  and 
positive, — the  court,  on  appeal,  said :  "We  have 
no  idea  that  the  required  instruction,  which 
the  court  failed  to  give  the  jury,  would  have 
aifected  the  result  of  the  trial  had  it  been  given 
but  the  law  required  that  such  instruction 
should  be  given,  and  we  have  no  discretion  in 
the  matter;'*  and  the  judgment,  for  that  rea- 
son alone,  was  reversed.  Counts  v.  State,  19 
Tex.  App.  450. 

Recent  possession  is  not  positive  evidence  of 
theft;  it  is  but  a  circumstance  tending  to  es- 
tablish it.  A  case  dependent,  aione,  upon 
recent  possession  is  a  case  of  circumstantial 
testimony,  and  the  law  presenting  that  charac- 
ter of  case  should  be  submitted  to  the  Jury ; 
because,  while  under  certain  conditions  recent 
possession  will  support  a  conviction  for  theft. 
It  Is.  in  connection  with  such  other  conditions, 
only  one  of  the  circumstances  from  which  guilt 
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is  Inferred.  Boyd  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  570. 
5  Am.  St.  Rep.  908,  6  S.  W.  853. 

Upon  a  trial  for  theft  the  evidence  upon 
which  the  conviction  was  based  was  wholly 
circumstantial  as  to  the  taking  of  the  alleged 
stolen  animal  by  the  accused.  He  claimed  the 
animal  as  his  property,  admitted  that  he  put 
his  brand  upon  it,  but  claimed,  also,  that  he 
had  bought  it,  and  he  never  admitted  the  tak- 
ing; such  being  the  character  of  the  evidence, 
it  was  held  that  the  trial  court  committed  a 
material  error  in  failing  to  charge  the  jury 
with  respect  to  circumstantial  evidence,  and 
for  this  error  alone  the  judgment  was  reversed. 
Crowley  v.  State,  26  Tex.  App.  678,  10  S.  W. 
217. 

Possession  of  recently  stolen  property  is  not 
positive  evidence  of  theft,  but  is,  at  most,  a  cir- 
cumstance tending  to  establish  theft.  A  case, 
therefore,  depending  alone  upon  the  possession 
of  recently  stolen  property  is  a  case  resting  up- 
on circumstantial  evidence;  and  In  such  case 
the  omission  of  the  trial  court  to  charge  the 
jury  upon  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence  Is 
material  error.  Taylor  v.  State,  27  Tex.  App. 
463.  11  S.  W.  462. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  theft,  there  was  no 
positive  evidence  that  accused  was  the  original 
taker  of  the  horses,  but  the  state  relied  for 
conviction  mainly  upon  the  fact  of  his  posses- 
sion of  them  shortly  after  their  theft,  together 
with  such  other  Inculpatory  circumstances  as 
were  adduced  to  show  such  possession  a  guilty 
one,  a  charge  upon  the  law  of  circumstantial 
evidence  should  have  been  given ;  and,  as  It  was 
omitted,  the  judgment  of  conviction  was  re- 
versed. Hyden  v.  State,  31  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
401,  20  S.  W.  764. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  theft,  the  original  tak- 
ing Is  to  be  inferred  from  the  fact  of  subsequent 
possession,  by  the  accused,  of  the  alleged  stolen 
property,  this  is  a  case  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, and  a  failure  to  give  a  charge  thereon  to 
the  jury  will  cause  a  reversal  of  a  judgment 
of  conviction.  York  v.  State,  42  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  528,  61  S.  W.  128. 

Upon  a  trial  for  stealing  a  cow,  the  court  de- 
clined to  charge  as  to  circumstantial  evidence, 
because  the  case  did  not  depend  wholly  upon 
that  character  of  evidence ;  but,  on  appeal  from 
a  conviction,  the  court  said  that  it  differed  with 
the  learned  trial  judge ;  that,  while  there  were 
very  strong  circumstances  to  show  that  the  de- 
fendant had  put  a  cow  in  his  field  wUhin  a  week 
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hearing  of  the  jury:  *I  agree  with  you  in 
your  contention;  but  you  know  the  court 
has  ruled  different  in  this  case,  and  I  can't 
say  whether  I  will  charge  on  circumstantial 
evidence.* "  As  a  rule  of  practice  it  has  been 
uniformly  held  that  an  improper  argument 
— ^which,  for  the  purpose  of  this  case,  must 
be  conceded — ^is  not  ground  for  reversal,  un- 
less appellant  not  only  objected  to  the  same 
at  the  time,  but  followed  up  this  objection 
by  requesting  the  court  by  a  charge  in  writ- 
ing to  instruct  the  jury  to  disregard  the 
same;  and  that  this  charge,  so  requested, 
was  refused  by  the  court.  White's  Anno. 
Code  Crim.  Proc.  §  766,  and  authorities 
cited.  The  exception  to  this  rule  is  where 
the  argument  is  so  obviously  of  a  character 
that  is  injurious  in  its  nature,  and  such  a 


flagrant  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the  de- 
fendant, that  it  will  be  assumed  a  written 
charge  requested  and  granted  will  not  cure 
the  error.  However,  in  this  case,  the 
crucial  test  is  not  the  impropriety  of  the 
district  attorney  in  his  argument,  but  rather 
the  injury  inflicted  on  appellant  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  learned  judge.  To  better  under- 
stand this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  state  the 
history  of  this  case.  This  was  its  second 
trial,  the  former  trial  being  reversed  by  this 
court  upon  the  sole  ground  that  the  trial 
court  had  failed  to  give  a  charge  upon  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  The  facts  on  this  ap- 
peal and  upon  the  former  appeal  are  iden- 
tical. If  it  was  a  case  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence on  the  first  trial,  it  was  likewise  a 
case    of    circumstantial    evidence    on    the 


of  the  time  that  the  stolen  cow  was  missed, 
searched  for,  and  the  beef  and  hide  found  at 
defendant*8  house,  which  was  allejped  to  be  that 
of  the  stolen  animal,  still  the  witness  did  not 
see  nnd  identify  the  bide  as  that  of  the  animal 
he  had  seen  defendant  drive  ap  and  have  turned 
into  his  field,  but  the  Identity  of  the  animal  was 
wholly  an  inference  to  be  deduced  from  cir- 
cumstances; and  this  rendered  a  charge  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  essential.  Smith  v.  State 
(Tex.  App.)   12  S.  W.  869. 

In  Navarrow  v.  State  (Tex.  App.)  17  8.  W. 
545,  where  the  defendant  had  been  convicted 
of  stealinsr  a  horse,  the  alleged  owner  testi- 
fied that  the  horse  was  taken  on  the  night  of 
one  day,  or  the  morning  of  the  next,  and  two 
other  witnesses  testified  that  on  one  or  the 
other  of  two  days,  at  night,  the  accused  brought 
the  horse  to  their  house,  and  offered  to  sell  one 
of  them  the  horse  on  his  paying  him  a  small 
sum  and  agreeing  to  pay  the  balance  the  next 
day,  when  the  accused  should  deliver  the  horse. 
He  delivered  the  horse  as  agreed,  and  received 
the  deferred  payment,  and  later  gave  them  a 
bill  of  sale.  When  accused  offered  to  sell  the 
horse  the  purchasers  questioned  his  title.  He 
assured  them  that  the  title  was  in  himself; 
that  the  horse  was  his,  and  that  be  had  pur- 
chased It.  It  was  held  that,  under  this  state 
of  the  case,  the  court  should  have  charged  the 
Jury  upon  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
which  was  not  done,  and  the  failure  so  to 
charge  constituted  such  error  as  required  a 
reversal. 

On  a  trial  for  hog  stealing  it  appeared  that 
the  hogs  were  taken  perhaps  half  a  mile  or 
more  from  where  they  were  found,  and  the 
accused  was  present  with  others  who  stole 
them,  and,  when  discovered  in  possession  of 
the  hogs,  ran  off  with  the  other  persons.  The 
court  said  that,  if  the  accused  ran  because  of 
his  guiit.  then  his  flight  was  a  cogent  fact 
against  him ;  but,  conceding  the  flight.  It  was 
not  positive  evidence  of  the  taking,  as  It  was 
as  consistent  with  receiving  or  guilty  connec- 
tion with  the  transaction  after  the  theft  as 
with  the  original  taking;  and  the  trial  court 
committed  reversible  error,  under  the  facts  of 
the  case,  in  failing  to  explain  to  the  Jury  the 
rules  governing  cases  depending  purely  upon 
circumslantlal  evidence.  Montgomery  v.  State 
(T€»x.  Crim.  App.)   20  S.  W.  926. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  stealing  a  horse  in  the 
Indian  nation,  and  bringing  it  Into  a  county 
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where  the  trial  was  had,  it  appeared  that  the 
accused  stated  that  be  had  brought  the  horse 
from  the  nation,  it  was  held  that  this  did  not 
relieve  it  from  being  a  case  resting  alone  upon 
circumstantial  evidence,  as  the  main  fact  in 
the  case  was  the  theft  of  the  horse  in  the 
nation,  and  not  the  bringing  of  it  into  the 
state,  and  there  was  no  positive  proof  that  the 
accused  stole  the  horse,  and  the  court  should 
have  given  in  charge  to  the  Jury  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
which  It  failed  to  do;  and  the  conviction  was 
reversed.  Oreen  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
34  S.  W.  288. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  cattle  theft,  there  Is 
no  positive  evidence  of  any  eyewitness  to  the 
original  taking,  and  possession  by  the  accused 
alone  Is  relied  upon  to  prove  inferentlally  the 
original  fraudulent  taking,  the  trial  court 
should  charge  on  the  law  of  circumstantial 
evidence,  and  a  failure  to  do  so  will  reverse 
the  conviction.  Wallace  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
App.)  66  S.  W.  1102. 

Where  on  a  trial  for  theft  the  only  evidence 
against  the  accused  was  the  possession  of  the 
property  shown  to  have  been  recently  stolen, 
this,  by  the  unbroken  decisions.  Is  a  case  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  requires  the  court 
to  charge  the  law  applicable  thereto.  Cortes 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  74  8.  W.  907. 

See  also  Doucette  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
45  S.  W.  800,  tnfra.  III.  b,  2,  and  Alderman  v. 
State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  23  S.  W.  685,  infra^ 
IX. 

On  trial  for  horse  theft  the  defendant  ad- 
mitted the  branding  of  the  stolen  animal,  and 
it  was  proved  that  the  animal  was  In  his  pos- 
session, and  these  two  facts  constituted  a  tak- 
ing; and  there  Is  no  error  in  falling  to  charge 
upon  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence. 
Gentry  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  497,  66 
S.  W.  68. 

See  also  Alderman  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
28  8.  W.  685,  infra,  IX. 

III.     When  the  evidence  of  ffuHi  of  aocueed  te- 
direct, 

a.  By  positive  teBtimon^. 

As  has  been  stated  in  the  beginning,  the  lie- 
cessity  or  propriety  of  instructing  the  Jury  upoft 
the  subject  of  circumstantial  evidence  la  ex- 
cluded wherever   the  testimony   as  to   the   In- 
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second  trial.  The  reluctance  of  the  trial 
judge  on  the  second  trial  to  treat  it  as  a 
case  of  circumstantial  evidence  justifies  this 
court  in  making  a  critical  review  of  that 
proposition,  because,  if  this  court  was  in 
error  in  holding  in  the  first  instance  that  it 
was  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence,  the 
remarks  made  by  the  trial  judge  on  this 
trial  might  be  rendered  harmless.  The  court 
will  assume,  in  approaching  the  discussion 
of  this  proposition,  that  the  learned  trial 
judge  understood  that  if  the  pase  was  one  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  it  was  his  duty  to 
give  the  jury  in  charge  the  law  upon  the 
same.  This  rule  is  so  universal  in  its  ac- 
ceptation, and  has  been  so  repeatedly  an- 
nounced by  not  only  this  court  but  the 
courts  of  other  jurisdictions,  that  it  would 


be  a  useless  consumption  of  time  and  space 
to  enter  into  its  discussion.  It  is  equally 
as  well  settled  that  a  case  is  not  to  be 
treated  as  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence 
requiring  a  charge  upon  the  same  where 
some  of  the  material  issues,  incriminating 
and  inculpatory,  rest  solely  upon  that  kind 
of  evidence.  The  distinction  between  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  and  direct  evidence  is 
that  in  the  first  instance  the  facts  apply  di- 
rectly to  the  factum  probandunif  while  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  is  proof  of  a  minor 
fact,  which,  by  indirection,  logically  and  ra- 
tionally demonstrates  the  factum  prohan- 
dum.  This  is  illustrated  by  proof  of  recent 
possession  of  stolen  property.  In  such  a 
case,  resting  alone  upon  such  inculpatory 
evidence,  the  eye  of  no  witness  saw  the  thief 


culpatory  fact  is  direct;  and  tbe  following 
cases  are  those  wherein  the  proof  was  the  posi- 
tive testimony  of  witnesses. 

1.  Homiotde. 

Where  the  court,  in  a  criminal  case,  was  re- 
quested to  instruct  the  jury  that,  although  the 
facts  and  circumstances  might  be  strong  enough 
to  prove  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt  every  ma- 
terial link  in  the  chain  of  evidence,  save  one, 
necessary  to  show  the  guilt  of  the  defendant, 
yet,  if  the  jury  had  a  reasonable  doubt,  issuing 
out  of  the  evidence,  as  to  the  truth  of  this  one 
iink,  they  should  acquit  the  defendant,  the 
court.  In  reviewing  a  conviction  for  murder, 
said  that,  apart  from  the  obscurity  involved  in 
the  truth  charged  as  to  what  was  meant  by 
this  reference  as  to  doubting  the  truth  in  a 
chain  of  evidence,  the  metaphor  was  inapt  as 
applied  to  the  case,  where  the  evidence  con- 
necting the  defendant  with  tbe  killing  did  not 
consist  of  a  chain  of  circumstances,  but  was 
direct,  positive,  and  undisputed.  Wilson  v. 
State,  128  Ala.  17,  29  So.  569. 

In  Purvis  V.  SUte,  71  Miss.  706,  14  So.  268, 
the  court  said  that  some  of  the  instructions 
given  for  the  defendant  might  well  have  been 
refused,  for  the  proof  of  his  guilt  was  not  de- 
pendent upon  circumstantial  evidence,  but 
rested  upon  the  direct  and  positive  testimony 
of  an  eyewitness;  that  all  those  instructions, 
therefore,  which  were  predicated  on  the  weight 
to  be  given  to  circumstantial  evidence  might 
well  have  been  refused,  and  that  those  of  the 
tame  character  which  were  denied  were  proper- 
ly denied. 

The  report  only  shows  that  the  conviction 
was  for  a  capital  offense,  but  the  particular 
offense  is  not  stated. 

In  SUte  V.  Robinson,  117  Mo.  649,  28  S.  W. 
1066,  a  conviction  of  murder,  where  it  was 
claimed,  upon  the  authority  of  State  v.  Moxley, 
102  Mo.  374,  14  S.  W.  969,  15  S.  W.  556,  supra, 
II.,  a,  1,  that  an  instruction  such  as  was  held 
to  be  necessary  in  that  case,  should  have  been 
given,  the  court  said  that  such  an  instruction 
was  Inapplicable  to  the  facts  in  this  case,  be- 
cause here,  although  there  was  some  circum- 
stantial evidence  which  strongly  corroborated 
the  confession  of  the  accused,  yet  the  whole 
was  positive  testimony,  and  a  charge  as  to  the 
circumstantial  evidence  was  unnecessary. 

In  State  v.  Fairlamb,  121  Mo.  137,  25  S.  W. 
09L.  R.  A. 


895,  on  a  trial  for  murder  it  would  appear 
that  the  Jury  had  been  instructed  on  behalf  of 
the  state  on  circumstantial  evidence,  which  in> 
structlon  the  court  held  should  not  have  been 
given,  as  the  killing  was  shown  by  direct  and 
poflliive  evidence,  and  did  not  depend  for  its 
proof  on  circumstances,  and  that  it  was  only 
wnei-e  tbe  crime  is  sought  to  be  shown  by  facts 
and  circumstances  that  such  an  instruction 
should  be  given :  but  added  that  the  case 
should  not  be  reversed  upon  that  ground  alone. 

See  Rountree  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  68 
S.  W.  106,  infra.  III.  a,  5. 

In  Taylor  v.  State,  9  Tex.  App.  100,  the 
court  said  that  it  was  not  clear  that  a  charge 
by  the  court  upon  the  law  of  circumstantial 
evidence  was  essential,  as  the  presence  of  the 
accused  at  the  scene  of  the  homicide  was  es- 
tablished by  competent  evidence  of  a  positive 
nature. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  murder,  the  court 
had  properly  admitted  the  testimony  of  the 
deceased,  in  writing,  taken  at  the  examining 
trial  of  the  accused  upon  a  charge  of  assault 
with  Intent  to  murder  deceased,  which  ren- 
dered the  case  not  one  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence ;  and  the  court  was  not  required  to  charge 
the  law  applicable  to  that  character  of  testi- 
mony,— the  charge,  having  failed  to  do  so,  was 
not,  therefore,  obnoxious  to  the  objection  urged 
In  that  regard.  Hart  v.  State,  15  Tex.  App. 
202,  49  Am.  Rep.  188. 

In  Sharpe  v.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  486,  the 
court  said :  "It  is  further  objected  to  the  charge 
that  It  does  not  instruct  the  Jury  as  to  the  law 
of  circumstantial  evidence.  This  objection  is 
clearly  not  tenable,  because  the  evidence  es- 
tablishing defendant's  guilt  is  direct  and  pos- 
itive, and  not  of  a  circumstantial  character. 
The  law  of  circumstantial  evidence  should  not 
be  charged,  except  in  cases  where  the  state  re- 
lies solely  upon  that  character  of  evidence  to 
obtain  a  conviction.** 

It  is  not  required,  in  order  to  dispense  with 
a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence,  that  the 
defendant's  guilt  should  be  established  by  di- 
rect evidence.  It  is  only  when  the  inculpatory 
evidence  is  wholly  circumstantial,  and  where 
the  defendant's  guilt  is  dependent  wholly  upon 
that  character  of  evidence,  that  an  instruction 
as  to  circumstantial  evidence  is  required.  And. 
upon  a  trial  for  murder,  that  the  defendant 
killed  the  deceased  is  an  inculpatory  fact,  and 
when  this  fact  is  proved  by  direct  evidence  the 
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in  the  act  of  taking  the  property  stolen. 
But  the  witness  may  testify  directly  to  the 
fact  of  seeing  the  thief,  recently  after  the 
crime,  in  possession  of  the  stolen  property, 
and,  when  his  possession  was  challent^d, 
either  declined  to  explain,  or  gave  an  ex- 
planation which  was  false,  from  which  cir- 
cumstances of  the  possession,  directly  sworn 
to,  and  circumstances  of  a  failure  to  ex- 
plain or  a  false  explanation,  the  factum  of 
the  taking  is  inferred  or  deduced  by  the 
process  of  reasoning.  But  what  constitutes 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  what  consti- 
tutes a  case  depending  solely  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence,  are  two  diflferent  ques- 
tions. It  has  been  held  that  a  charge  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  is  necessary  only  when 
the  case  rests  "solely"  and  "alone"  upon  cir- 


cumstantial evidence.  The  construction  of 
the  word  "solely"  or  "alone"  has  been  re- 
peatedly construed  in  this  state  by  every 
court  of  last  resort^  and  the  decisions  of 
this  state  have  been  followed  with  approval 
by  the  courts  of  other  jurisdictions.  The 
rule  is  this:  That  it  is  only  necessary 
where  the  main  fact,  or,  as  one  case  puta 
it,  "where  the  gravamen  of  the  offense,"  or, 
as  another  case  has  it,  "where  the  act  of 
the  crime,"  rests  solely  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  that  then  it  becomes'  a  case  known 
as  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence  requir- 
ing a  charge  upon  that.  In  the  Buntain 
Case,  15  Tex.  App.  515,  Judge  White  used 
the  following  language:  "If  a  court  were 
required  to  charge  the  law  of  circumstantial 
evidence  in  all  cases  where  reliance  was  had 


necessity  of  a  charge  upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence Is  dispensed  with.  Self  v.  State,  28  Tex. 
App.  398.  18  S.  W.  602. 

Where  the  accused  and  another  were  in- 
dicted for  murder  of  a  person  who  had  been 
shot  by  such  other  person,  and  the  accused  h^d 
demanded  and  been  granted  a  separate  trial, 
and  on  such  trial  the  theory  of  the  state  was 
that  the  defendant  and  the  other  person  in- 
dicted with  him  and  who  had  fired  the  shot 
which  killed  the  person  for  whose  murder  they 
were  charged,  acted  together  in  the  commis- 
sion of  the  homicide  In  pursuance  of  a  previous- 
ly formed  and  common  design,  the  evidence 
of  which  was  circumstantial,  it  was  held  that 
a  charge  as  to  circumstantial  evidence  was 
not  necessary,  the  killing  of  the  deceased  being 
proved  by  direct  and  positive  evidence.  Weath- 
ersby  v.  State,  29  Tex.  App.  278,  15  S.  W.  823. 

But  see  Jones  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
400.  30  S.   W.  1059,  81  S.   W.  664,  infra,  X. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  facts  re- 
lating to  the  homicide  are  testified  to  by  an 
eyewitness,  there  is  no  necessity  for  the  court 
to  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence.  Camp- 
bell V.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)   38  S.  W.  171. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  evidence 
was  direct  and  positive  from  an  eyewitness 
that  the  defendant  shot  and  killed  the  person 
for  whose  murder  he  was  being  tried  in  the 
perpetration  of  robbery,  the  court  did  not  err 
In  failing  to  charge  on  the  law  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence.  Jones  v.  State,  31  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  177,  20  S.  W.  354. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  presence  of 
the  accused  at  the  place  of  the  homicide,  and 
that  he  fired  the  fatal  shot,  were  established 
by  the  positive  testimony  of  eyewitnesses,  an 
omission  of  the  court  to  charge  on  circumstan- 
tial evidence  was  not  error.  Russell  v.  State, 
38  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  590.  44  S.  W.  159. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  several  eye- 
witnesses testified  to  the  killing,  the  court  did 
not  err  in  failing  to  charge  on  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Jones  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)    77   S.  W.   802. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  it  appeared 
that  there  was  proof  of  the  confession  of  the 
accused  to  a  witness,  and  the  evidence  of  an- 
other witness  testifying  to  the  fact  of  the 
kill  Ins:,  he  beinjr  an  eyewitness,  and  the  tes 
timony  of  the  defendant  himself,  in  which  he 
testified  positively  that  he  did  the  killing,  a 
char^^e  upon  circumstantial  evidence  was  un- 
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necessary;  as  a  charge  on  this  subject  is  only 
necessary  where  the  case  is  one  wholly  of  that 
character  of  evidence.  Yancy  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  87  S.  W.  693. 

Where  the  main  proof  of  the  prosecution  in 
a  criminal  case  was  the  direct  testimony  of 
eyewitnesses,  who  testified  that  they  saw  the 
accused  shoot  the  deceased,  a  request  to  in- 
struct the  Jury  as  to  the  effect  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  which  assumes  that  the  main 
case  of  the  prosecution  rested  upon  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  which  was  not  the  fact,  should 
be  denied.  People  v.  Lem  Deo,  132  Cai.  199, 
64  Pac.  265. 

The  court  said  further,  In  the  same  connec- 
tion, that  the  substance  of  the  instruction  was 
given  In  other  parts  of  the  charge. 

W^here,  on  a  trial  for  homicide,  the  killing 
of  the  person  for  whose  murder  the  accused  Is 
on  trial  is  shown  by  positive  testimony,  a  fail- 
ure of  the  court  to  charge  on  circumstantial 
evidence  is  not  error.  Augustine  v.  State,  41 
Tex.  Crlm.  Rep.  59,  96  Am.  St  Rep.  765,  62 
S.  W.  77. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  there  is  a  wit- 
ness to  the  killing  whose  testimony,  as  to  all 
facts  prior  to  the  killing,  except  one.  Is  corrobo- 
rated by  the  stotement  of  the  accused  himself, 
tliere  is  such  direct  evidence  as  will  render  a 
chari^e  on  circumstantial  evidence  unnecessary. 
Gibbs  V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  20  S.  W.  919. 

Upon  a  trial  for  assault  with  Intent  to 
murder,  where  the  evidence  was  pointedly  posi- 
tive that  the  accused  inflicted  several  wounds 
upon  the  assaulted  party,  who  testified  direct- 
ly to  it,  and  the  defendant  himself  testified 
thai  he  inflicted  two  of  the  wounds,  the  court. 
In  affirming  a  conviction,  said  that  It  was  un- 
able to  see  how  a  charge  on  circumstantial 
evidence  was  applicable  to,  or  required  by,  the 
facts  of  the  case.  Upchurch  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)   39  S.  W.  371. 

On  a  trial  for  murder  the  dying  declarations 
of  the  deceased,  as  well  as  testimony  of  eye- 
witnesses, showed  that  the  accused  committed 
the  crime :  and  it  was  held  that  this  took  the 
case  out  of  the  realm  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence. Cruse  V.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  77 
S.   W.  818. 

Whore,  on  a  trial  of  one  for  the  murder  of 
Ills  wife,  ufier  she  was  shot,  and  when  she  said 
she  >\as  dying,  she  stated  that  the  accused,  her 
liusbaud,  naming  him,  shot  her,  and  she  died  in 
about  an  hour  and   a  half  thereafter,  it  was 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1902. 


Beason  v.  State. 


203 


upon  circumstances  to  establish  any  particu- 
lar fact,  then,  indeed,  there  would  be  but 
few,  if  any,  cases  in  which  such  a  charge 
would  not  be  required;  but  such  is  not  the 
rule.  A  charjje  upon  circumstantial  evidence 
is  only  required  when  the  evidence  of  the 
main  facts  essential  to  guilt  is  purely  and 
entirely  circumstantial."  In  the  Hanks 
Case,  56  S.  W.  922  (opinion  rendered  by  this 
court),  in  reference  to  whether  or  not  posi- 
tive evidence  of  uttering  a  forged  instru- 
ment, where  the  indictment  was  for  the 
forgery,  was  sufficiently  direct  to  lift  the 
case  out  of  the  realm  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, the  following  language  was  used: 
"We  are  aware  of  the  rule,  and  we  adhere 
to  the  same,  that,  when  the  main  act  con- 
stituting  the   gravamen   of  the  offense   is 


proved  by  direct  testimony,  and  the  intent 
merely  with  which  the  act  was  done  is 
proved  by  circumstantial  evidence,  the 
charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  will  not 
be  absolutely  necessary."  But  perhaps  the 
best  case  in  point  is  Jones  v.  States  34  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  492,  30  S.  W.  1059,  31  S.  W. 
064.  In  this  case  the  discussion  of  the  prin- 
ciples applied  to  burglary  is  involved.  At 
the  risk  of  being  prolix,  but  in  order  that 
the  same  may  be  made  clear,  we  quote  copi- 
ously from  that  case:  **Mr.  Starkie,  in  his 
work  on  Evidence  ( §  863 ) ,  says :  *The  force 
of  circumstantial  evidence  being  exclusive  in 
its  nature,  and  the  mere  coincidence  of  the 
hypothesis  with  the  circumstances  being,  in 
the  abstract,  insufficient,  tmless  they  exclude 
every  other  supposition,  it  is  essential  to 


beld  that  her  statements,  whether  regarded  as 
res  gesttB,  or  dying  declarations,  relieved  the 
<x>urt  of  the  necessity  of  charging  the  law  of 
circamstantlal  evidence,  as  they  were  an  em- 
phatic declaration  that  the  accused  shot  her. 
Hernandez  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  81  8. 
W.  1210. 

2.  Larceny. 

Where  two  witnesses  testified  on  the  trial  of 
an  Indictment  for  larceny  to  seeing  accused  In 
the  act  of  removing  the  ring  from  the  cravat 
of  the  prosecuting  witness  while  he  was  asleep, 
such  can  hardly  he  said  to  be  a  case  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  and  a  refusal  to  charge 
as  to  the  effect  thereof  is  not  error.  People 
▼.  Bums,  121  Cal.  529,  63  Pac.  1096. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  the  theft  of  two  head 
of  cattle,  it  appeared,  in  substance,  that  the  al- 
leged owner  was  the  owner  of  the  cattle  and 
the  brand  upon  them,  and  that  the  accused 
knew  both  the  facts,  and  had  advised  another 
against  estraylng  one  of  them,  assigning  as 
his  reason  therefor  that  It  was  the  owner's 
and  In  his  brand ;  and  subsequently  this  animal 
found  Its  way  Into  the  pasture  of  the  accused, 
a  few  miles  from  where  It  usually  ran,  and  ran 
in  his  pasture  two  or  three  months,  but  there 
was  no  evidence  as  to  how  it  reached  there; 
and  the  accused  knew  of  the  presence  of  the 
animal  In  his  pasture  for  some  months,  and 
so  stated  after  his  arrest  for  its  theft ;  and 
thereafter  the  accused  appeared  at  the  pasture 
with  a  stranger,  whom  he  introduced  to  a  wit- 
ness whom  he  had  agreed  to  meet  there,  and 
the  stri^nger  sold  the  animals  In  question  to 
the  accused,  who  wrote  a  bill  of  sale  from  the 
stranger  to  himself,  and  the  stranger  signed 
it,  and,  as  soon  as  the  bill  was  executed  the 
stranger  changed  the  marks  and  brand  on  the 
cattle  80  as  to  obliterate  the  old  ones;  and 
the  accused  then  drove  the  cattle  away,  and 
the  stranger  disappeared  and  was  never  heard 
ot — this  was  held  not  to  be  a  case  demanding 
an  Instmctlon  to  the  Jury  on  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Hayes  v.  State,  80  Tex. 
App.  404,  17  S.  W.  940. 

in  Rodgers  v.  State,  36  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  563, 
38  S.  W.  184,  the  court  said :  "A  charge  on 
circumstantial  evidence  In  theft  Is  not  required 
tf  a  taking  Is  shown  by  positive  testimony." 

On  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  theft,  where 
ther*»  was  direct  and  positive  evidence  as  to  the 
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taking  by  the  accused.  It  was  held  that  the 
court  did  not  err  in  omitting  to  charge  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  Granado  v.  State,  37 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  426,  35  S.  W.  1069. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  of  cattle,  where  the  evi- 
dence was  positive  and  direct  as  to  the  taking, 
the  defendant  himself  having  so  testified,  It 
was  held  that  It  was  not  a  case  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  and  therefore  the  court  did  not 
err  In  omitting  a  charge  on  that  phase  of  the 
law.  Blanton  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  26 
S.  W.  624. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  of  cattle,  where  a  wit- 
ness testifies  positively  as  to  the  act  of  taking, 
if  he  Is  to  be  believed  by  the  jury  the  case  Is 
one  of  positive  testimony,  and  a  charge  upon 
the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence  is  not  re- 
quired. Taylor  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  Apn.)  42 
S.  W.  285. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  positive  evi- 
dence of  the  guilt  of  the  prisoner  had  been  ad- 
duced, a  refusal  of  the  court  to  charge  that, 
the  case  being  one  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
the  Jury  must  acquit,  unless  the  circumstances 
exclude  any  other  hypothesis  except  that  of  the 
prisoner's  guilt,  was  held  to  be  correct,  as 
such  an  Instruction  must  necessarily  have  been 
predicated  upon  the  assumption  that  positive 
evidence  which  had  been  adduced  was  unworthy 
of  credit.  People  v.  Kaatz,  3  Park.  Crim.  Rep. 
129. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  the  theft  of  cattle, 
the  evidence  for  the  state  showed  that  the  de- 
fendant sold  the  animals,  went  with  the  pur- 
chaser upon  the  accustomed  range,  and  drove 
them  up  and  delivered  them,  this  was  held  by 
the  court,  on  appeal  from  a  conviction,  to  be 
the  actual  taking  and  proof  positive  thereof, 
and  the  court  committed  no  error  In  falling  to 
charge  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence. 
Williams  V.  SUte  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  44  S.  W. 
1103. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  cattle  theft,  the  only 
Issue  In  the  case  was  the  Identity  of  the  ani- 
mal, and  the  prosecuting  witness  swore  that 
the  animal  stolen  belonged  to  him,  this  did  not 
raise  the  issue  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and 
a  failure  to  charge  thereon  was  not  error. 
Qann  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  69  S.  W.  896. 

8.  RoJihery. 

In  Colter  v.  State,  37  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep.  284, 
39  S.  W.  576,  It  was  held  that  on  a  trial  for 
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inquire  with  the  most  scrupulous  attention 
what  other  hypotheses  there  may  be  which 
may  agree  wholly  or  partially  with  the  facts 
in  evidence.*  The  court,  in  Beavers*  Case, 
said :  *  We  can  conceive  of  no  hypothesis  by 
which,  in  the  order  of  natural  causes 
and  effects,  the  facts  proved  can  be  ex- 
plained consistently  with  the  innocence  of 
the  prisoner;  and  this  is  the  true  test  of 
circumstantial  evidence.  It  excludes  all  rea- 
sonable doubt  of  the  prisoner's  guilt.'  58 
Ind.  631,  537.  But  this  principle  applies 
only  to  proof  of  the  act,  and  not  to  proof  of 
the  intent.  Accordingly,  in  a  case  of  bur- 
glary, an  instruction  which  contained  the 
following  sentence  was  properly  refused: 
'Where  a  criminal  intent  is  to  be  established 
by  circumstantial  evidence,  the  proof  ought 


to  be,  not  only  consistent  with  the  defend- 
ant's guilt,  but  it  must  be  wholly  inconsist- 
ent with  any  other  rational  conclusion  than 
that  of  the  defendant's  guilt.'  The  court 
said:  'This  rule  is  proper  when  the  act 
which  is  claimed  to  be  criminal  is  sought  to- 
be  established  by  circumstantial  testimony. 
But  when  the  act  is  proved  by  direct  testi- 
mony, and  all  that  remains  to  be  found  i» 
the  intent  which  accompanied  the  act,  a&d 
which  may  be  inferred  from  the  circumstan- 
ces accompanying  the  act,  then  this  princi- 
ple does  not  apply.' "  In  the  reversal  of  this 
case  upon  its  former  appeal  this  court  said : 
"Now,  while  it  is  true  a  confession  to  the 
burglary  would  take  tlie  case  out  of  the  rule, 
yet  a  confession  to  theft  alone,  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case,  would  not  make 


robbery  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  is 
not  called  for  where  there  is  positive  evidence 
of  the  participation  by  the  accused  in  the  rob- 
bery. 

On  a  trial  for  robbery,  where  the  prosecuting 
witness  identilled  the  accused  as  one  of  the 
parties  who  robbed  him,  this  was  held  to  be  a 
case  of  positive  testimony,  which  did  not  re- 
quire that  the  court  give  a  charge  on  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Evans  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
App.)  31  S.  W.  648. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  robbery,  the  person 
robbed  testifies  directly  to  the  facts,  and  pos- 
itively Identifies  the  accused  as  the  person 
who  robbed  him,  this  Is  not  a  case  dependent 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  and  a  failure  to 
charge  In  regard  to  the  same  Is  not  error. 
Droak  v.  State  (Tex.  CrIm.  App.)  48  8.  W.  088. 

4.  Rape. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  rape,  the  defendant's 
guilt  Is  established  by  direct  and  positive  evi- 
dence,— in  the  language  of  the  court,  "as  much 
so  as  possible  for  human  evidence  to  be," — ^a  re- 
quest by  the  accused  that  the  court  charge  that 
the  evidence  for  the  state  must  exclude  every 
other  hypothesis  than  that  of  the  prisoner's 
guilt,  and,  unless  It  Is  so  conclusive,  they  shall 
find  the  defendant  not  guilty.  Is  properly  re- 
fused.   Cone  V.  State,  18  Tex.  App.  483. 

And  In  Rills  v.  State,  33  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  86, 
24  S.  W.  805,  the  court  said:  "There  was  no 
error  In  refusing  the  charge  of  circumstantial 
evidence.  The  testimony  Is  positive  that  de- 
fendant committed  the  rape." 

In  Ricks  V.  State  (Tex.  CrIm.  App.)  87  8. 
W.  345,  the  court.  In  affirming  a  Judgment 
of  conviction  for  rape,  said :  "Exceptions  were 
reserved  to  the  charge  because  It  failed  to 
submit  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence. 
This  is  not  a  case  of  circumstantial,  but  of 
most  positive,  testimony.  The  gtrl  testified 
fully  In  regard  to  the  whole  matter, — as  to  the 
Intercourse,  and  all  the  facts  and  attending 
circumstances.  Nor  was  It  necessary  for  the 
court  to  submit  the  law  of  aggravated  assault, 
as  urged  by  appellant.  This  was  a  case  of  rape, 
if  the  state's  testimony  is  true.  If  appellant's 
theory  Is  correct,  the  transaction  did  not  oc- 
cur. The  .  .  .  [prosecutrix]  testified .  di- 
rectly and  positively  to  the  penetration.  Ap- 
pellant, the  only  other  eyewitness,  testified  that 
It  did  not  occur,  and  contradicted  the  entire  tea 
timony  of  the  prosecutrix." 
BO  L.  R.  A, 


Where  a  request  to  charge,  on  a  trial  for  rape. 
Is  based  upon  the  assumption  that  the  case  of 
the  prosecution  rests  exclusively  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence,  which  assumption  Is  not  true,, 
such  request  Is  properly  refused.  People  v. 
Baldwin,  117  Cal.  244,  40  Pac.  186. 

6.  Other  crimes. 

Where,  on  a  criminal  trial  for  forgery,  all  the 
evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the  accused  Is  circum- 
stantial, an  assignment  of  error  that  the  court 
erred  In  charging  on  circumstantial  evidence 
because  the  case  depended  on  positive  evidence 
will  not  be  sustained.  Rountree  v.  State  (Tex. 
CrIm.  App.)  58  S.  W.  106. 

See  State  v.  Falrlamb,  121  Mo.  137,  25  S. 
W.  805,  supra.  III.  a,  1. 

It  Is  never  necessary  to  charge  the  law  of 
circumstantial  evidence  In  a  criminal  prosecu- 
tion, where  the  testimony  as  to  the  inculpatory 
fact  Is  direct  and  positive;  and  so  a  convic- 
tion for  passing  a  forged  check  will  not  be  re- 
versed where  the  evidence  as  to  the  forgery  was 
circumstantial,  but  the  passing  of  the  forged 
Instrument  by  the  appellant  was  direct  and 
positive, — ^as  where  he  testified  to  the  fact  him- 
self. Wolf  V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  53  8.  W. 
108. 

On  a  trial  for  fraudulently  converting  the 
property  of  another,  where  the  evidence  was 
positive  and  direct  that  the  accused  made  a 
contract  with  the  owner  of  the  horse,  and 
hired  the  horse  to  make  a  trip  Into  the  country 
from  the  place  of  the  hiring,  and  was  also  di- 
rect and  positive  that  the  accused  had  pos- 
session of  the  horse  In  the  county  of  the  trial, 
and  sold  It;  and  the  fact  that  the  owner,  hav- 
ing sent  the  horse  by  a  hired  hand,  could  not 
swear  that  the  latter  delivered  the  horse  in 
person  to  the  accused,  did  not  take  it  out  of 
the  realm  of  positive  testimony.  Lewallen  ▼. 
State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  87  S.  W.  1150. 

Where  the  offense  of  which  one  was  con- 
victed was  charged  to  be  swindling  by  obtain- 
ing an  amount  of  money  of  a  bank  on  a  false 
representation;  and  the  proof  showed  that  the 
accused  made  the  representation  directly  to 
the  bank,  and  drew  his  check  In  favor  of  the 
bank  against  another  bank ;  and  the  represen- 
tation was  shown  by  an  employee  of  the  latter 
bank  to  be  false;  and  the  defense  predicated 
on  the  defendant's  testimony  was  a  positive 
claim  by  him  that  he  believed  that  he  had  at 
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the  charge  of  burglary  a  ease  of  positive  evi- 
•dence.  The  possession  of  the  corn  recently 
after  it  was  stolen  would  only  be  a  circum- 
stance pointing  to  the  burglary,  for  the  com 
may  have  been  stolen,  and  yet  no  burglary 
<M>mmitted."  See  Wooldridge  v.  State,  13 
Tez.  App.  443,  44  Am.  Rep.  708;  State  v. 
€alder,  23  Mont.  604,  69  Pac,  909 ;  Leeper  y. 
^tate,  29  Tex.  App.  154,  16  S.  W.  411. 
Therefore  it  is  clear  that,  where  the  act  con- 
stituting the  main  essential  fact  of  a  crime 
is  testified  to  by  direct  evidence,  it  is  not  a 
•case  of  circumstantial  evidence.  But  where 
the  main  fact  or  the  act  constituting  the 
crime  is  shown  by  indirection,  it  is  a  case  of 
•circumstantial  evidence,  although  the  in- 
tent may  rest  upon  positive  proof.  What  is 
the  main  fact  or  the  act  of  a  crime  in  a  case 


of  burglary?  In  murder  it  is  the  fact  of 
the  homicide;  in  theft  it  is  the  act  of  the 
taking;  in  burglary  it  is  not  the  intent  with 
which  it  is  committed, — it  may  be  with  the 
intent  to  commit  the  crime  of  theft,  robbery, 
rape,  murder,  or  any  other  felony.  The 
main  essential  fact  of  burglary  is  the  break- 
ing and  entering  of  the  house.  The  com- 
mission of  the  crime  intended  when  the 
house  was  entered  need  not  be  executed, 
and  yet  the  crime  is  complete.  Martin  v. 
State,  1  Tex.  App.  626.  In  this  case,  both 
upon  this  trial  and  upon  the  former  appeal, 
no  human  eye  saw,  nor  did  a  human  lip 
testify  to,  the  actual  breaking  of  the  house 
alleged  to  have  been  burglarized.  That  it 
was  broken  and  entered  depends  solely  upon 
inferences  and  deductions.     It  was  arrived 


the  time  more  than  the  amount  in  the  latter 
bank, — there  was  no  occasion  for  the  coart  to 
give  a  requested  Instruction  upon  the  law  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  as  the  case  did  not 
depend  wholly  upon  evidence  of  that  character. 
Drown  x-  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  43  S.  W.  986. 

On  a  trial  under  what  is  ordinarllj  known 
as  *'the  Whitecapping  statute/'  for  sending  a 
threatening  letter  to  the  prosecutor,  an  as- 
sistant postmaster  testified  that  he  had  seen 
three  letters,  one  addressed  to.  the  prosecutor 
and  two  others  each  to  another  individual,  and 
that  he  saw  the  accused  put  the  envelopes  con- 
taining those  letters  in  a  mail  box.  It  was 
held  that  this  was  positive  evidence  as  to  the 
mailing  of  the  letters  by  the  accused,  and, 
hence,  it  was  not  incumbent  upon  the  court  to 
•charge  on  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence. 
Dnnn  v.  State,  43  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  25,  63  8.  W. 
«71. 

Where  one  was  convicted  upon  a  count  of 
an  indictment  which  charged  another  with  the 
offense  of  offering  to  bribe  a  witness  in  a 
•criminal  case  to  disobey  an  attachment, 
and  charged  the  accused  as  being  an  accom- 
plice of  such  other  in  the  commission  of  the 
•offense;  and  the  witness  in  the  criminal  case 
testified  that  the  defendant  told  him  that  he 
could  make  a  certain  sum  If  he  would  leave  the 
<x>untry  and  not  appear  as  a  witness,  and  ad- 
vised him  to  accept  it, — it  was  held  that  the 
case  was  not  one  of  circumstantial  evidence 
only,  as  the  testimony  of  the  witness  was  direct 
as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused ;  and  the  refusal 
•of  the  court  to  give  an  instruction  requested  by 
•counsel  for  the  accused,  explaining  the  rules 
as  to  the  consideration  and  sufficiency  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  was  no  error.  Leeper  v. 
State,  29  Tex.  App.  154,  15  S.  W.  411. 

Where,  upon  the  trial  of  an  Indictment  for 
gaming,  a  witness  testified  directly  to  the  com- 
mission of  the  offense  by  the  accused,  it  was 
held  that.  In  view  of  the  direct  testimony  of 
the  witness,  the  Judge  did  not  err  in  not  giving 
in  charge  rules  of  law  applicable  to  cases 
founded  on  circumstantial  evidence.  Moore  v. 
State,  97  Ga.  759,  25  8.  E.  362. 

Upon  the  trial  of  an  indictment  for  gaming 
It  was  held  that  the  rule  that  the  guilt  of  the 
accused  must  be  established  to  the  exclusion  of 
any  other  hypothesis  applies  in  cases  depending 
upon  circumstantial  evidence,  and  a  refusal  to 
charge  such  rule  is  not  error  In  a  case  where 
<9  L.  R.  A. 


the  evidence  Is  direct.    Cohen  v.  State,  32  Ark. 
226. 

In  Jones  v.  State,  28  Tex.  App.  501,  5  8.  W. 
138,  the  court  said :  "It  was  not  error  to  omit 
to  give  the  Jury  a  charge  explaining  the  rules 
governing  In  cases  of  circumstantial  evidence. 
In  this  case  the  evidence  of  defendant's  in- 
cestuous acts  was  direct  and  positive.  It  is 
only  when  the  evidence  relied  upon  for  a  con- 
viction is  wholly  circumstantial  that  such  a 
charge  is  required.'* 

b.  By  proof  of  the  oonfeseUm  of  accused. 

Wherever  evidence  is  given  of  the  confession, 
admission,  statement,  or  testimony  of  the  ac- 
cused as  to  the  inculpatory  fact,  this  is  held  to 
be  the  equivalent  of  positive  proof  of  the  same, 
and  the  cases  herein  are  of  that  character. 

1.  Homicide. 

Where  the  prosecution  on  a  trial  for  murder 
has  given  evidence  of  the  confession  of  a  de- 
fendant as  to  the  commission  of  the  act  con- 
stituting the  crime,  it  is  not  error  in  the  trial 
court  to  refuse  to  Instruct  as  a  fact  that  the 
evidence  in  the  case  is  entirely  circumstantial.  . 
Green  v.  State,  97  Ala.  69,  12  So.  416. 

On  an  application  for  a  rehearing  the  con- 
viction was  reversed  for  other  reasons.  See 
97  Ala.  64,  15  So.  242. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  manslaughter,  the 
corpus  delicti  is  clearly  established  by  com- 
petent proof,  and  there  is  proof  of  the  de 
fendant's  confession,  these,  if  credited  by  the 
Jury  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt,  are  alone  suf- 
ficient to  require  a  conviction,  and  other  cir- 
cumstances are  additional  proof  of  the  guilt 
of  the  defendant ;  and  charges  as  to  the  effect 
of  circumstantial  evidence  arc  properly  refused. 
Dennis  v.  State.  118  Ala.  72,  23  So.  1002. 

Upon  the  trial  of  an  indictment  for  murder, 
the  court  was  requested  to  charge  upon  the 
law  of  circumstantial  evidence,  the  request 
being  evidently  based  upon  the  theory  that 
there  was  no  direct  evidence  of  the  guilt  of  the 
accused.  The  court  said  that  it  could  not  say 
that  the  request  was  improperly  refused,  for 
there  was  evidence  of  a  confession  that  the  ac- 
cused actually  participated  in  the  killing,  and 
such  evidence  Is  not  circumstantial,  but  direct. 
Perry  v.  State,  110  Ga.  234,  36  S.  E.  781. 

As  to  the  proposition  that  evidence  of  ji|  con- 
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at  by  the  method  of  exclusion.  True,  ap- 
pellant pleaded  guilty  to  the  theft  of  the 
corn;  but  what  was  the  effect  of  his  plea? 
It  was  merely  an  admission  of  all  the  facts 
alleged  in  the  complaint  and  information 
charging  theft.  "A  plea  of  guilty,"  says  Mr. 
Bishop,  "is  a  recognition  of  whatever  is  well 
alleged  in  the  indictment."  Crow  v.  State, 
6  Tex.  334;  Doans  v.  State,  36  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  468,  37  S.  W.  751.  There  was  no  al- 
legation in  the  complaint  and  information 
charging  theft  alleging  the  breaking  of  the 
house ;  and,  if  it  were  there,  it  would  not  be 
well  alleged,  and  a  confession  by  way  of  a 
plea  of  guilty  to  the  theft  woiUd  not  evi- 
dence the  fact  of  the  breaking  of  the  house 
alleged  to  have  been  burglarized.  This  court 
has  never  held  that  a  confession   of  one 


crime  was  direct  proof  and  positive  evidence 
of  the  commission  of  another.  Such  a  con- 
tention is  so  illogical  that  the  statement 
carries  with  it  its  own  refutation.  A  judi- 
cial confession  admitting  only  the  necessary 
allegations  of  the  charge,  while  it  becomes  a 
confession  that  is  conclusive  against  appel- 
lant in  the  case  in  which  the  confession  ia 
judicially  made,  could  only  become  an  ad- 
mission of  those  facts  when  they  become  a 
material  inquiry  in  another  case  based  upon 
another  charge,  tried  in  another  forum.  It 
is  thus  seen  that  the  principle  laid  down  in 
the  former  opinion  in  this  case  is  not  only 
well  settled,  not  only  in  accordance  with 
uniform  precedent,  but  responds  to  the  dic- 
tates of  reason.  In  this  case  the  only  ques- 
tion that  needs  to  be  considered  is  whether 


fesslon  is  not  circumstantial,  but  direct,  the 
court  cited  Eberbart  v.  State.  47  Oa.  598,  iu 
which  the  court  said,  at  page  609:  "Confes- 
sional evidence  may  be  circumstantial ;  as,  for 
Instance,  If  it 'be  of  a  fact,  which  Is  Itself 
but  a  circumstance,  from  which  guilt  is  in- 
ferable. But  confessions  may  be  of  the  fact  of 
the  crime  Itself, — of  its  actual  commission,  or 
of  actual  aid,  bj  the  prisoner,  In  the  commis- 
sion. It  Is,  then,  direct  evidence.  The  con- 
fession is  only  the  mode  of  proof." 

Evidence  of  the  confessions  of  the  accused 
in  a  murder  case  is  positive  evidence,  and,  if 
believed,  condemns  the  accused  out  of  ^is  own 
mouth ;  and  In  such  case  a  charge  as  to  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  Is  unnecessary.  Heard  v. 
State,  24  Tex.  App.  103,  5  S.  W.  846. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  the  testimony 
is  positive  that  the  accused,  and  he  alone,  killed 
the  person  for  whose  murder  he  is  being  tried, 
of  which  fact  there  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt, 
he  himself  having  said  that  he  killed  him,  a 
failure  of  the  court  to  instruct  as  to  the  law 
of  circumstantial  evidence  is  not  reversible  er- 
ror. Clore  V.  State.  26  Tex.  App.  624,  10  S.  W. 
242. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  the  accused  con- 
>  fessed  and  never  denied  that  he  himself,  and  he 
alone,  killed  the  person  for  whose  murder  he  is 
on  trial,  and  there  is  no  controversy  at  all  as 
to  that  fact,  a  charge  upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence Is  not  demanded.  Johnson  v.  State,  28 
Tex.  App.  17,  11  S.  W.  667.  The  case,  however, 
was  reversed  for  other  reasons. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  murder,  there  was 
proof  that  the  defendant  confessed  to  having 
committed  the  murder,  such  a  confession  Is 
direct,  and  not  circumstantial,  evidence,  and 
the  inculpatory  evidence  cannot  be  said  to  be 
wholly  circumstantial ;  and  it  Is  only  when 
the  Inculpatory  evidence  is  wholly  circumstan- 
tial that  an  instruction  as  to  that  character  of 
evidence  Is  demanded.  Smith  v.  State,  28  Tex. 
App.  309,  12  S.  W.  1104. 

In  homicide  the  factum  probandum  is  the  de- 
struction of  the  life  of  the  deceased  by  the  act. 
agency,  or  procurement  of  the  accused ;  and 
where,  on  his  trial,  the  latter  sdmits  the  kill- 
ing of  the  deceased,  that  fact  is  not  wholly 
proved  by  circumstances,  but  Is  also  directly 
attested  by  an  eyewitness, — that  is,  by  the  de- 
fendant himself.  Self  v.  State,  28  Tex.  App. 
398.  13  S.  W.  602. 

In  White  T.  State,  82  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  625, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


25  S.  W.  784,  a  conviction  of  homicide,  the 
court  said:  "The  contention  that  the  court 
erred  In  falling  to  Instruct  the  Jury  in  regard  to 
the  law  applicable  to  circumstantial  evidence  is 
without  merit.  The  proof  of  the  confessions 
of  defendant  relieved  the  court  of  the  duty  of 
so  charging." 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  three  wit- 
nesses testified  to  the  confession  of  the  accused 
of  having  committed  the  crime,  his  admission 
of  guilt  to  them  was  direct,  and  not  circumstan- 
tial, evidence,  and  no  Instruction  on  that  char- 
acter of  evidence  was  necessary ;  as  It  is  only 
where  the  evidence  is  wholly  circumstantial 
that  the  court  Is  required  so  to  charge.  Hed- 
rlck  V.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  532,  51  8.  W. 
252. 

On  a  trial  for  the  murder  of  a  child,  where 
there  Is  evidence  that  the  accused  has  confessed 
to  the  killing,  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence Is  unnecessary.  Red  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
App.  I  63  S.  W.  618. 

On  appeal  from  a  judgment  of  conviction  of 
murder,  the  record  showed  that  the  appellant 
made  a  confession  before  a  Justice  of  the  peace, 
admitting  his  presence  and  participation  In  the 
death  of  deceased,  but  claimed  that  he  partic- 
ipated because  coerced  to  do  so;  and  it  waa 
held  that  this  character  of  statement  on  the 
part  of  accused  took  the  case  out  of  the  realm 
of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  it  was,  con- 
sequently, not  error  for  the  court  to  fall  to 
charge  thereon.  Jackson  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
App.)  62  S.  W.  914. 

See  also  State  v.  Robinson,  117  Mo.  649,  23 
S.  W.  1066;  Gibbs  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
20  S.  W.  ntO  ;  Yancy  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
87  S.  W.  693, — supra.  III.  a.  1. ;  Mathley  v.  Com. 
27  Ky.  L.  Rep.  785,  86  S.  W.  988,  infra,  III. 
c;  White  v.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  366,  50 
S.  W.  705.  infra,  VII. 

2.  Larcenp, 

In  HnfTman  v.  State,  28  Tex.  App.  174,  12 
S.  W.  588,  which  was  a  trial  for  the  theft  of 
a  mare,  the  court  held  that  the  charge  was  not 
defective  in  falling  to  Instruct  as  to  the  char- 
acter of  the  accused's  possession  of  the  mare, 
whether  recent  or  remote.  That  this  Issue 
was  not  In  the  case,  because  the  defendant  him- 
self testified  that  he  took  the  mare,  and.  In 
view  of  such  admission,  it  was  not  essential  to 
charge  as  to  circumstantial  evl4ence.      ^ 
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the  remarks  of  the  learned  trial  judge 
operat«  to  appellant's  injury  to  that  extent 
that  it  will  be  necessary  to  reverse  this 
case.  We  have  the  right  to  assume  that  the 
trial  judge  thoroughly  understands  his 
judicial  province,  as  distinguished  from  that 
of  the  jury,  which,  in  a  felony  case,  is  not 
only  a  component,  but  a  necessary,  part  of 
the  court  over  which  he  presides.  We  as- 
sume that  he  knew  he  was  forbidden  by  law 
to  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  weight  of 
any  evidence  admitted  by  him.  We  assume 
that  he  knew  the  law  requires  in  case  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  that  the  jury  be  cau- 
tioned by  a  charge  explaining  to  them  the 
rules  that  govern  a  case  where  such  evidence 
is  solely  relied  upon  to  demonstrate  the 
main  fact  of  the  crime  charged.     Undoubt- 


edly, he  knew  that  any  remark  made  by  him 
in  the  presence  of  the  jury  which  had  a 
tendency  to  prejudice  their  minds  against 
the  unsuccessful  party  will  afford  grounds 
for  the  reversal  of  the  judgment.  In  this 
case  the  learned  trial  judge  stated  to  the 
district  attorney  in  the  presence  and  hear- 
ing of  the  jury  that  he  did  not  consider 
this  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence.  Bill 
No.  7  shows  that  the  district  attorney  was 
asserting  that,  if  appellant  had  confessed 
his  guilt  on  the  charge  of  theft,  the  charge 
on  circumstantial  evidence  in  this  trial  for 
burglary  should  not  be  given,  and  that  the 
rules  of  circumstantial  evidence  should  not 
be  given  to  the  jury;  and  the  court  there- 
upon remarked,  in  the  presence  and  hearing 
of  the  jury:     "I  agree  with  you  in  your  con- 


Wtaere,  on  a  charge  for  burglary  and  theft, 
the  defendant  was  convicted  of  the  latter 
crime,  and  on  hUi  trial  admitted  that  he  took 
the  goods,  but  explained  that  he  took  them 
from  another,  who  burglarized  the  house,  the 
facts  did  not  constitute  a  case  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence ;  and  the  court  did  not  err  in  fall- 
ing to  charge  upon  that  phase  of  the  law.  Con- 
ners  v.  State,  81  Tex.  Crlm.  Bep.  453,  20  S.  W. 
981. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  of  cattle  the  court  said : 
"It  has  been  repeatedly  held  by  this  court  that, 
where  the  evidence  shows  a  confession  by  de- 
fendant, the  case  is  no  longer  one  of  circum- 
stantial evidence;'*  and  a  failure  of  the  court 
to  charge  on  that  character  ef  evidence  is  not 
error.  Mathews  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep. 
553.  47  S,  W.  647,  48  S.  W.  189.  To  the  same 
eflTect,  Rlos  v.  State,  39  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep.  675,  47 
8.  W.  987. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  by  conversion  of  person- 
al property,  where  the  fraudulent  conversion 
It  not  a  disputed  fact,  under  the  evidence  it  is 
not  necessary  to  charge  the  law  on  circumstan- 
tial evidence.  Steadham  v.  State,  40  Tex. 
Crlm.  Kep.  43,  48  S.  W.  177. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  theft  of  cattle, 
the  state  had  proved  a  confession  on  the  part 
of  the  accused,  the  court  did  not  err  in  refusing 
a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence.  Mathews 
V.  State,  41  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep.  98,  51  S.  W.  916. 

In  Wilson  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  21  S. 
W.  361,  it  was  held  that  It  is  necessary  to 
charge  upon  the  law  governing  circumstantial 
evidence  only  when  the  guilt  of  the  accused  is 
wholly  dependent  upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence :  and,  where  the  confession  of  the  defend- 
ant is  proved  in  addition  to  other  satisfactory 
criminative  facts,  a  conviction  of  the  defendant 
for  theft  will  be  sustained,  although  the  court 
did  not  charge  in  reference  to  circumstantial 
evidence. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  of  cattle,  where  the  ac- 
cused testified  that  she  took  the  animal  by  vir- 
tue of  purchase  from  a  stranger,  this  relieved 
the  conrt  of  the  necessity  of  charging  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  as  she  testified  positively 
as  to  the  taking.  Holmes  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  42  S.  W.  979. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  horse  stealing,  the  tes- 
timony of  the  accused  shows  that  he  bought 
the  horse  as  it  ran  upon  the  range  together 
with  another,  and  took  a  bill  of  sale  from  a 
^»eraon  claiming  to  own  it,  and  after  securing 
69L.il  A. 


the  bill  of  sale,  took  up  the  horse,  claimed  him, 
and  disposed  of  him  as  his  property,  this  was 
positive  proof  of  the  fact  that  he  did  not  re- 
ceive the  horse  from  another  party,  but  took  it 
from  the  range  himself,  and  excluded  the  idea 
of  it  being  a  case  of  circumstantial  evidence ; 
and  a  refusal  and  failure  to  charge  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  a  case  of  that  kind  of  evidence  was 
no  error.     Baxter  v.  State   (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 

43  S.  W.  87. 

On  a  criminal  prosecution  for  hog  stealing, 
where  the  defendant  takes  the  stand  himself, 
and  testifies  that  he  got  possession  of  the  hogs 
with  the  consent  of  the  prosecutor,  of  whom  he 
purchased  them,  there  is  no  occasion  for  the 
court  to  give  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence. Reed  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  46  S. 
W.  931. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  hog  stealing,  it  ap- 
peared that  two  men  were  seen  by  two  state** 
witnesses  on  the  morning  of  the  day  the  hogs 
were  lost,  driving  a  bunch  of  hogs  which  they 
took  to  be  the  prosecutor's,  and  they  thought 
the  accused  was  one  of  the  parties  driving 
the  hogs,  though  they  were  not  positive;  and 
nine  or  ten  of  the  prosecutor's  hogs,  with  their 
ears  cut  off,  were  found  on  the  premises  of  the 
brother-in-law  of  the  accused,  who  lived  several 
hundred  yards  distant  from  him :  and  the  ears 
were  found  concealed  in  a  pile  of  cotton  seed; 
and  one  witness  testified  that  on  the  morning 
after  they  found  the  hogs  and  the  accused  had 
been  arrested,  he  confessed  to  him  that  he  had 
stolen  them, — it  was  held  that  the  court  did 
not  err  in  failing  to  give  a  charge  on  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Doucette  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  45  8.  W.  800. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  theft,  the  appellant 
confessed  the  taking,  but  insisted  that  he  did 
not  take  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  but  under  a 
claim  of  right,  this  removed  the  case  from  the 
realm  of  circumstantial  evidence,  the  only  Is- 
sue being  as  to  the  Intent.     Roberts  v.  State, 

44  Tex.  Crlm.  App.  267,  70  S.  W.  423. 

See  also  Gentry  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep. 
497,  56  S.  W.  68,  supra,  II.  b;  Blanton  v.  State 
(Tex.  Crim.  App.)  26  S.  W.  624,  supra.  III.  a, 
2. 

8.  Burglaf^. 

On  a  trial  for  burglary,  the  defendant  having 
confessed  that  he  entered  the  house  with  in- 
tent to  commit  theft  therefrom,  the  case  \MfiOt 
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tention ;  but  you  know  the  court  has  ruled 
different  in  this  case,  and  I  cannot  say 
whether  I  will  charge  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence." This  remark  of  the  judge,  in  con- 
nection with  the  above-quoted  excerpts  of 
the  speech  made  by  the  district  attorney, 
presents  this  proposition:  Cian  a  court 
charge  a  necessary  phase  of  the  law,  and 
then,  by  an  indotsement,  verbally,  in  the 
presence  and  hearing  of  the  jury,  of  a  con- 
tention by  the  district  attorney  that  such  is 
not  the  law,  indicate  to  the  jury  how  he,  as 
an  individual,  deems  the  evidence  should  be 
weighed  and  tested?  We  think  not.  We  are 
forced  to  assume  that  the  judge  knew  that 


the  effect  of  his  uttcrnnce  was  to  indicate  to 
the  jury  that  lie  gave  this  charge  reluctant- 
ly; that  he  did  it  in  deference  to  the  opin- 
ion of  this  court;  that  he  was  driven  to  it 
unwillingly;  and  that  his  idea  of  the  case, 
which  caused  its  reversal  in  the  former 
trial,  was  still  correct,  regardless  of  the 
opinion  of  this  court  and  the  precedents 
cited.  Of  course,  no  such  presumption  of 
the  knowledge  of  the  law  applies  to  this 
district  attorney.  The  other  remarks  of  the 
district  attorney  were  made  in  the  presence 
and  hearing  of  the  trial  court.  His  conduct 
in  permitting  them  to  be  made  in  the  pres- 
ence and  hearing  of  the  jury  without  rep- 


one  In  which  the  conviction  is  sought,  or  whol- 
ly founded,  upon  circumstantial  evidence ;  and 
it  Is  not  necessary,  therefore,  that  the  court 
should  Instruct  the  jury  In  regard  to  that  kind 
of  evidence.  Carr  v.  State,  24  Tex.  App.  562, 
5  Am.  St.  Rep.  905,  7  S.  W.  828. 

In  Ricks  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  676, 
66  S.  W.  928.  the  court  said:  "The  court  did 
not  err  In  failing  to  charge  on  circumstantial 
evidence,  Inasmuch  as  the  record  contains 
proof  of  appellant's  confession  of  the  alleged 
burglary.'* 

On  a  trial  for  burglary  It  was  proved  that 
the  defendant  had  voluntarily  confessed  that 
he  had  committed  the  burglary,  and  would 
bring  back  the  meat  stolen  hy  him,  and  this 
was  held  to  obviate  the  necessity  of  giving  a 
charge  on  circumstantial  evidence.  Albritton 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  26  S.  W.  398. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  burglary,  the  accused 
confessed  to  the  burglary,  there  was  no  necessi- 
ty for  the  court  to  charge  the  Jury  on  circum- 
stantial evidence ;  as  it  has  been  repeatedly 
held  that  the  confessions  of  the  defendant  re- 
lieve the  court  of  the  necessity  of  charging  on 
circumstantial  evidence.  Franks  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  45  S.  W.  1013. 

Before  a  charge  on  the  law  of  circumstantial 
evidence  is  required  on  a  trial  for  burglary, 
the  case  must  be  one  wholly  of  that  character 
of  evidence,  and  it  Is  not  where  confessions  of 
the  accused  are  introduced  in  evidence.  Glov- 
er V.  Stote  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  46  S.  W.  824. 

Where  there  was  proof  of  the  confession  of 
the  accused  of  the  burglary  of  which  he  was 
alleged  to  have  been  guilty,  the  trial  court  did 
not  err  In  falling  to  charge  on  circumstantial 
evidence.  Ricks  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
676,  56  a  W.  928. 

4.  Other  crimes. 

On  the  trial  of  an  Indictment  for  forgery, 
if  there  Is  proof  of  the  confession  of  the  defend- 
ant of  the  commission  of  the  act  constituting 
the  crime,  a  request  for  an  Instruction  which 
assumes  that  all  the  evidence  of  the  guilt  of 
the  accused  Is  purely  circumstantial  Is  proper- 
ly refused.  Langdon  v.  People,  133  111.  382, 
24  N.  E.  874. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  forgery,  the  accused 
admitted  signing  the  name  of  the  person 
whose  name  was  .alleged  to  be  forged  to  the 
note,  claimed  that  he  had  authority  to  do  it, 
and  testified  positively  that  he  did  have  such 
authority :  and  the  person  whose  name  was 
signed  testified  that  he  did  not, — there  was  no 
suggestion  of  circumstantial  evidence  as  to 
60  L.  R.  A. 


the  matter  of  authority  In  signing  the  note, 
and  the  failure  to  charge  thereon  was  no  error. 
Usher  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  81  8.  W.  309. 
On  a  trial  for  altering  the  brand  on  one 
head  of  cattle,  there  was  evidence  that  the 
accused  confessed  to  altering  the  brand  on  the 
animal,  and  it  was  stated  on  the  part  of  the 
state  that,  under  certain  decisions.  It  was  not 
necessary  to  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence ; 
but  the  court  said,  if  it  were  true  that  the  ac- 
cused confessed  to  altering  the  mark  on  the 
Identical  animal  belonging  to  the  prosecutor, 
unquestionably  It  would  not  be  necessary  to 
give  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence;  but 
that  there  was  some  question  as  to  the  Identity 
of  the  animal.  The  confession  of  the  defend- 
ant was  that  he  had  changed  the  brand  upon 
the  animal  that  the  prosecutor  stated  that  he 
had  lost,  and  this  gap  was  filled  up  by  circum- 
stantial evidence  that  might  or  might  not  in- 
dicate that  it  was  the  same  animal ;  hence,  the 
court  should  have  given  a  charge  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Childers  v.  State,  87  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  392,  35  8.  W.  654. 

c  Plea  of  inaaniiif. 

The  two  cases  following  Illustrate  the  doc- 
trine that  the  plea  of  Insanity  la  Inconsistent 
with  the  position  of  controverting  the  existence 
of  the  inculpatory  fact,  and  is  in  truth  prac- 
tically an  admission  of  it. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  there  is  no 
dispute  as  to  the  homicide  having  been  com- 
mitted by  the  accused  without  legal  excuse  or 
justification,  and  it  Is  admitted  that  he  shot 
the  deceased  without  provocation,  and  his  only 
defense  is  Insanity,  the  rule  In  regard  to  which 
is  well  settled  in  Kentucky,  that  one  charged 
with  crime  is  presumed  to  be  sane  until  the  re- 
verse is  established  by  evidence,  a  refusal  to 
charge  expressly  as  to  the  presumption  of  in- 
nocence is  not  error.  Mathley  v.  Com.  27  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  785,  86  8.  W.  988. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  simple  and 
single  Issue  Joined  between  the  state  and  tbo 
accused  was  in  »anus  vel  non,  such  a  defense, 
the  Joining  of  such  an  issue,  is  tantamount  to 
the  plea  of  cou/ession  and  avoidance.  Tho 
court  said  that,  this  being  the  case,  it  was 
wholly  unnecessary — indeed  it  would  have  been 
misleading — to  have  instructed  the  Jury  on  tho 
subject  of  circumstantial  evidence;  that  there 
was  no  circumstantial  evidence  about  who  did 
the  homicide, — that  was  undisputable, — while 
all  the  evidence  as  to  defendant's  mental  con- 
dition was  open,  direct,  and  oral,  and  an  in- 
struction  as    to    circumstantial    evidence    wag 
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riniand  indicates  that  he  acquiesced  and  in- 
dorsed the  same.  This  court  is  forced  to  as- 
sume that  the  trial  judge  recognized  their 
impropriety.  The  only  question,  so  far  as 
the  appellant  is  concerned,  for  us  to  pass  up- 
on, is  whether  or  not  the  same  injured  his 
rights.  We  deem  a  mere  statement  of  them 
u  sufficient.  We  cannot  conscientiously  per- 
mit a  verdict  to  stand  under  the  circum- 
stances disclosed  by  this  record. 

In  concluding  a  disagreeable  subject,  we 
cannot  refrain  from  quoting  an  admirable 
homily,  which  was  uttered  by  a  great  judge. 
He  says:  "Grovemment  consists  of  fallible 
men,  who  do  not  always  know  their  duty; 


and  parties  may  lose  some  of  their  rights  if 
they  do  not  aid  public  officers  by  notifying 
them  of  their  views,  and  urging  them;  and 
questions  of  jurisdiction  are  very  often  as 
difficult  to  decide  as  any  other.  It  is  an  es- 
sential element  of  judicial  authority  that  it 
must  be  the  judge  of  its  own  jurisdiction, 
and  I  do  not  know  that  this  rule  is  pecul- 
iarly applicable  to  the  higher  courts.  The 
lowest  must  act  upon  it,  subject  to  the 
higher  social  law  that  is  involved  in  official 
subordination.  Often  the  question  may  be 
erroneously  decided.  Often  such  decisions 
may  result  in  great  injury  to  the  citizen. 


rightfully    refused.     State   v.    Soper,    148   Mo. 
217,  49  S.  W.  1007. 

IV.  Where  evidence  U  both  direct  and  droum- 
eUntioL 

In  the  following  cases  the  rule  Is  the  same  as 
In  tupra,  II.,  bnt  they  are  segregated  for  the 
Mke  of  convenience,  and  also  that  In  a  sense 
they  are  isolated  from  the  others,  being  cases 
wherein  there  existed  both  direct  and  circum- 
stantial evidence;  but  the  rule  in  regard  to 
them  Is  the  same,  namely,  that  no  charge  on 
the  subject  of  circumstantial  evidence  Is  re- 
iialred. 

Where  the  evidence  which  tended  to  estab- 
lish the  g:nilt  of  the  defendants  In  a  criminal 
case  was  both  direct  and  circumstantial,  a  re- 
quest to  charge  on  the  sufficiency  of  circum- 
ttantlal  evidence  was  properly  refused,  as  It 
Ignored  all  the  positive  testimony  In  the  case, 
and  required  the  court  to  direct  the  attention 
of  the  Jury  to  the  circumstances  alone  which 
bore  upon  the  question  of  guilt.  Cotton  v. 
State,  87  Ala.  75,  6  So.  396. 

Where  the  prosecution  In  a  criminal  case  did 
not  rely  on  circumstantial  evidence  alone, 
there  was  no  error  In  refusing  to  Instruct  the 
jury  that.  If  there  Is  a  single  fact  proved  to 
their  satisfaction  by  a  preponderance  of  the 
evidence  which  Is  Inconsistent  with  defendant's 
guilt.  It  la  sufficient  to  raise  a  reasonable  doubt, 
and  they  should  acquit.  Rains  v.  State,  88 
Ala.  91,  7  So.  315. 

Where  It  Is  not  clear  that  the  testimony  in 
a  criminal  action  is  entirely  circumstantial.  It 
appearing  that,  while  no  witness  actually  saw 
the  defendant  stab  the  deceased,  several  wit- 
nesses saw  them  fighting,  giving  each  other  vio- 
lent blows,  and,  when  the  fight  ended,  deceased 
was  found  with  a  mortal  stab  In  her  breast, 
Mood  upon  her  garments,  and  she  very  soon 
dkd,  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  on  the  ground 
that  the  court  erred  In  charging  the  law  In 
cases  of  direct  testimony  as  applicable  to  the 
cue,  and  In  not  charging  as  to  circumstantial 
evidence,  the  evidence  as  to  who  gave  the  fatal 
•tab  being  entirely  circumstantial,  should  be 
denied.  Barrow  v.  State,  80  Ga.  191,  5  S.  E. 
«4. 

In  State  v.  Donnelly,  130  Mo.  642,  82  S.  W. 
1124,  It  was  Insisted  on  the  part  of  the  ac- 
ciued  that  the  prosecution  relied  upon  circum- 
stantial evidence  to  convict  the  defendant,  and 
that  the  court  should  have  Instructed  the  Jury 
vlth  reference  to  the  weight  and  conclusiveness 
of  SQch  evidence ;  but  It  was  held  that  such  an 
«9  L.  R,  A. 


Instruction  would  not  have  been  applicable  to 
the  facts  of  the  case,  for  the  reason  that  there 
was  direct  and  positive  evidence  that  defendant 
committed  the  homicide,  and  that  it  Is  only 
when  conviction  is  sought  on  circumstantial 
evidence  alone  that  such  an  instruction  becomes 
necessary;  citing  State  v.  Robinson,  117  Mo. 
049.  23  S.  W.  1066,  eupra.  III.  a,  1,  and  State 
V.  Moxley,  102  Mo.  374,  14  S.  W.  969,  15  S.  W. 
556,  supra,  II.  a.  1. 

In  State  v.  Calder,  23  Mont.  604,  59  Pac.  903, 
the  defendant  asked,  and  the  court  refused  to 
give,  a  charge  In  respect  of  the  burden  resting 
upon  the  state  to  establish  beyond  a  reasonable 
doubt  the  existence  of  each  link  In  the  chain  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  this  was  held  to 
be  rlRht;  the  court  on  appeal  saying  that  the 
question  of  guilt  or  Innocence  was  not  depend- 
ent upon  circumstantial  evidence  alone,  or  In 
a  controlling  degree  upon  such  evidence,  and 
therefore  the  case  did  not  require  a  special  In- 
6tr:ictlon  as  to  that  means  of  proof;  that  there 
was  direct  evidence  of  the  main  fact,  and  the 
indirect  evidence  was  merely  In  corroboration. 

Except  In  cases  where  the  defendant's  guilt 
depends  wholly  and  alone  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  It  Is  not  requisite  that  the  court 
should  give,  in  addition  to  the  charge  as  to 
reasonable  doubt,  the  usual  Instructions  as  to 
circumstantial  evidence.  Smith  v.  State,  2  Le- 
gal Rep.  56,  2  Shannon,  Cas.  621. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  larceny,  the  presence  of 
the  defendant  at  the  scene  of  the  theft,  and  his 
active  confederation  with  the  actual  thief,  were 
established  by  evidence  of  a  positive  nature, 
the  evidence  is  not  wholly  circumstantial  In  a 
legal  sense  so  as  to  require  a  charge  on  the 
question  of  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence, 
as  the  rule  as  to  circumstantial  evidence  has 
not  yet  been  extended  to  a  case  of  that  charac- 
ter.    Hardin  v.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  653. 

On  a  trial  for  robbery,  where  there  is  not 
only  strong  circumstantial  evidence  proving  the 
guilt  ot  the  accused,  but  there  is  also  direct, 
positive,  and  convincing  proof  that  he  Is  the 
Identical  party  who  committed  the  robbery 
charged  In  the  indictment.  It  Is  not  error  for 
the  court  to  omit  and  refuse  to  charge  the 
jury  In  relation  to  circumstantial  evidence. 
Maklnson  v.  State,  16  Tex.  App.  133. 

In  Mackey  v.  State,  20  Tex.  App.  603,  It  was 
objected  that  the  charge  was  defective  in  that  It 
omitted  to  instruct  the  Jury  upon  the  law  rela- 
tive to  circumstantial  evidence.  But  the  court 
held  that  the  facts  did  not  show  a  case  purely 
of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  that,  hence.  It 
could  not  be  held  that  the  failure  so  to  charge 
was  reversible  error.  ^  j 
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and  a  man  of  well-trained  mind  will  think 
it  no  great  hardship  to  submit  to  authority, 
even  in  error."  And  again,  in  referring  to 
the  respect  that  should  be  given  to  those 
in  authority,  he  says :  "He  that  rejects  this 
principle  from  his  moral  code,  or  gives  it  a 
low  place  there,  can  hardly  be  an  orderly 
citizen,  but  must  be  dangerous  to  the  public 
peace  and  progress  in  proportion  as  he  is 
otherwise  intelligent,  influential,  and  ac- 
tive." We  think  that  the  above  properly 
disposes  of  this  case.  However,  before  con- 
cluding, it  is  perhaps  our  duty  to  dispose  of 
a  question  presented  in  the  motion  for  new 
trial.  In  his  motion  for  new  trial  appellant 
attaches  a  report  made  by  the  grand  jury 
of  Clay  county,  in  reference  to  the  enforce- 
ment of  criminal  law  in  that  county  and 
in  the  state;  he  contending  that  the  report 


being  read  before  the  trial  of  this  case,  and 
being  received  by  the  trial  judge,  was  such 
as  necessarily  prejudiced  the  jury  that  tried 
this  appellant,  and  that  they  therefore  for 
that  reason  were  not  fair  and  impartial. 
The  fact  that  a  single  juror  was  influenced 
by  this  report  is  not  shown.  In  any  event, 
this  comes  too  late  in  motion  for  new  trial. 
It  is  properly  a  plea  that  should  be  made  in 
limine,  as  has  been  specifically  held  by  this 
court.  It  cannot,  therefore,  be  considered. 
Furlow  V.  State,  41  Tex.  Grim.  Rep.  12, 
51  S.  W.  938;  Hannaman  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  33  S.  W.  538;  Caldwell  v.  Btate^ 
12  Tex.  App.  302 ;  Perry  v.  State  (Tex.  Grim. 
App.)  45  S.  W.  567. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cause- 
remanded. 


And  in  Stone  v.  State,  22  Tex.  App.  185,  2 
8.  W.  585,  it  was  held  that  it  was  not  error  to 
omit  to  charge  the  Jury  on  the  rule  as  to  cir- 
cumstantial evidence,  as  the  case  was  not  one 
of  circumstantial  evidence  alone,  there  heiuR 
direct  evidence  proving  the  guilt  of  the  defend- 
ant. 

On  a  trial  for  murder  proof  of  the  killing  of 
the  deceased  by  the  accused  was  by  an  eyewit- 
ness, and  was  not  contradicted.  In  this  case 
ihc  court  said :  "A  charge  upon  circumstantial 
evidence  is  not  required  of  the  court,  unless 
the  evidence  relied  upon  by  the  state  is  purely 
and  solely  circumstantial  in  character."  Sur- 
rel!  V.  State,  29  Tex.  App.  321,  15  S.  W.  816. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  confessions 
of  the  accused  are  Introduced  In  evidence,  the 
fact  that  these  were  only  corroborated  by  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  will  not  necessitate  a 
charge  on  that  character  of  evidence.  Carmona 
▼.  State  iTex.  Crim.  App.)  65  S.  W.  928. 

In  Buntain  v.  State,  15  Tex.  App.  615,  the 
court,  after  holding  that  it  was  not  a  case  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  the  court  was  not 
required  to  charge  the  Jury  with  a  view  to  such 
testimony,  as  there  was  positive  evidence  in 
the  case,  said  further:  "If  a  court  were  re- 
quired to  charge  the  law  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence in  all  cases  where  reliance  was  had  upon 
circumstances  to  establish  any  particular  fact, 
then,  indeed,  there  would  be  but  few,  if  any, 
cases  In  which  such  a  charge  would  not  be  re- 
quired. But  such  is  not  the  rule.  A  charge 
upon  circumstantial  evidence  is  only  required 
when  the  evidence  of  the  main  facts  essential 
to  guilt  is  purely  and  entirely  circumstantial." 

See  also  Williams  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 
45  S.  W.  494,  infra,  VI.. 

But  on  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  the  prose- 
cution had  introduced  both  direct  and  circum- 
stantial evidence,  and  the  court  ha^  refused  an 
'.nstruction  requested  by  the  defendant  as  to  the 
effect  of  circumstantial  evidence,  the  court,  on 
api>eal.  in  reversing  the  Judgment,  said  that  it 
was  within  the  province  of  the  Jury  to  disre- 
gard the  direct  testimony,  and  to  base  their 
verdict  solely  on  the  incriminating  circum- 
stances surrounding  the  accused ;  and  that,  this 
being  true,  it  was  proper  to  furnish  a  guide  to 
the  Jury  to  govern  them  in  the  consideration  of 
the  probative  force  of  such  circumstances  as 
.le  fliiown,  tending  to  establish  the  guilt  of 
GD  L.  R.  A. 


the  accused.     State  ▼.  Andrews,  62  Kan.  207^ 
61  Pac.  808. 

V.  Where  instruction  or  request  to  charge  #<•»- 
ply  states  abstract  proposition. 

Where  the  general  charge  of  the  court  has 
been  correctly  and  fully  given,  and  the  rules  of 
law  as  applicable  to  the  particular  case  have 
been  stated  to  the  Jury,  a  request  to  charge  an 
abstract  proposition  of  law,  correct  in  and  of 
Itself  as  such,  but  wholly  inapplicable  to  the- 
circumstances  of  the  particular  case.  Is  prop- 
erly refused. 

A  charge  which  is  not  supported  In  Its  hy- 
potheses by  any  phase  of  the  testimony  Is  ab- 
stract, and  should  be  refused,  no  matter  how 
correct  the  legal  proposition  It  may  assert. 
And  so,  where  there  was  no  testimony  which 
tended  in  the  slightest  degree  to  prove  any  fact 
which  was  Inconsistent  with  the  defendant's 
guilt,  a  request  that,  if  there  is  a  fact  inconsist- 
ent with  the  defendant's  guilt  sufficient  to  raise 
a  reasonable  doubt,  the  Jury  should  acquit.  Is 
properly  denied.  Rains  v.  State,  88  Ala,  91,  7 
So.  815. 

In  a  case  where  the  whole  evidence  Is  from 
the  mouths  of  eyewitnesses  t«  the  occurrence 
constituting  the  crime  for  which  defendant  Is 
on  trial,  and  does  not  go  circumstantially  or 
inferentially,  but  directly  and  positively,  to  the 
details  of  the  occurrence,  a  charge  that  a  con- 
viction should  not  be  had  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  if  positive  evidence  Is  attainable  or 
before  the  Jury,  has  no  place.  Welch  v.  State. 
124  Ala.  41,  27  So.  307. 

In  Coleman  v.  State,  87  Ala.  14,  6  So.  290. 
the  court  had  refused  a  request  to  charge  that 
a  conviction  ought  not  to  be  had  on  circum- 
stantial evidence  when  direct  and  positive  evi- 
dence is  attainable,  and  the  refusal  was  held  to- 
be  correct,  as  the  request  was  not  adai>ted  to 
the  testimony,  there  being  some  positive  proof 
that  the  defendant  stole  the  money,  and  the 
record  did  not  tend  to  show  that  any  additional, 
positive  testimony  could  be  obtained,  or  was  Id 
existence. 

Where,  on  a  criminal  trial,  the  section  of  the 
Code  bearing  upon  the  subject  of  circumstaDtlal 
evidence  is  given  in  charge  to  the  Jury  in  hoc 
verba,  the  refusal  to  charge  as  requested  by 
counsel  for  the  accused  on  the  subject  of  the 
sufficiency  of    circumstantial   evidence  to  war> 
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rant  a  conylctioil  U  not  error.  Se&ts  ▼.  State 
(Ga.)  50  8.  B.  65. 

And  the  conyerse  of  this  proposition  is  also 
true,  as  will  be  seen  in  the  following  case. 

To  justify  a  conviction  of  murder  uiton  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  alone,  the  facts  relied  on 
must  he  absolutely  Incompatible  with  the  inno- 
cence of  the  accused,  and  incapable  of  explana- 
tion upon  any  other  reasonable  hypothesis  than 
that  of  guilt.  And,  if  this  be  so,  a  Jury  called 
to  pass  upon  a  case  of  that  character  should  be 
informed  of  the  rule  as  a  part  of  the  law  ap- 
plicable to  the  case.  And  an  ordinary  charge 
upon  the  law  of  reasonable  doubt,  copied  from 
the  statute,  cannot  convey  to  their  minds  a 
clear  conception  of  this  exaction  of  the  law, 
when  a  conviction  \a  sought  upon  circumstan- 
tial testimony  alone ;  and  without  some  definite 
rule  for  their  guidance — a  rule  which  will  serve 
to  impress  itself  on  their  minds,  and  cause 
them  to  weigh  most  carefully  all  the  facts. 
Isolated  or  connected,  from  which  they  must 
reach  their  conclusion  of  reasonable  inference — 
they  are  not  unlikely,  in  many  instances,  to 
found  their  verdict  upon  strong  suspicion,  or 
mere  probability,  which  will  not  suffice  under 
the  law.    Hunt  v.  State,  7  Tex.  App.  212. 

▼I.  Testimony  of  aooomplioe. 

And  It  would  seem  to  be  the  almost  univer- 
sal rule  that,  even  though  the  direct  testimony 
as  to  the  inculpatory  fact  be  given  by  an  ac- 
complice of  the  accused  in  the  commission  of 
the  crime,  yet  it  is  so  much  direct  and  positive 
testimony  as  will  not  -necessitate  an  instruction 
upon  the  subject  of  circumstantial  evidence. 

Where  in  a  criminal  action  the  theory  of 
the  prosecution  was  based  upon  the  testi- 
mony of  an  accomplice,  and  there  was  noth- 
ing to  indicate  that  without  It  a  conviction  was 
anked,  a  request  to  instruct  the  Jury  as  to  the 
effect  of  circumstantial  evidence,  based  upon  the 
theory  that  there  was  no  direct  testimony  aside 
from  tbat  of  the  accomplice,  and  that  he  was 
impeached,  was  properly  denied.  Vaughan  v. 
State.  57  Ark.  1,  20  S.  W.  588. 

Where  the  case  on  a  trial  for  murder  was  not 
dependent  alone,  nor  in  a  controlling  degree,  on 
circumstantial  evidence,  but  was  rather  a  case 
depending  upon  the  testimony  of  an  accomplice, 
and  the  necessity  of  corroborating  his  testi- 
mony, than  one  dependent  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  a  request  to  charge  on  the  subject  of 
circumstantial  evidence  was  properly  refused. 
Tooney  ▼.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  452. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  larceny,  a  witness  tes- 
tified directly  that  the  accused  told  him  that 
he  had  stolen  a  horse  from  the  owner,  even 
though  such  witness  was  an  accomplice  in  the 
theft,  this  fact  will  not  make  the  case  one  de- 
pendent wbolly  on  circumstantial  evidence  so 
■s  to  demand  a  charge  upon  that  character  of 
evidence.  Wampler  v.  State,  28  Tex.  App.  352, 
13  8.  W.  144. 

In  Thompson  v.  State,  88  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep. 
217,  26  S.  W.  198,  which  was  an  appeal  from  a 
conviction  of  murder,  the  court  said :  "The  evi- 
dence does  not  bring  this  case  within  the  rule 
of  circumstantial  evidence.  The  accomplice 
•wears  directly  and  positively  as  eyewitness 
that  defendant  committed  the  murder.  The 
threats  of  defendant  to  kill  the  accomplice  if 
•he  betrayed  him  were  also  proved.  The  court 
did  not  err  In  refusing  the  requested  charge 
■ubmltting  the  law  applicable  to  circumstantial 
evidence." 
69  L.  R.  A. 


On  a  trial  for  murder  the  fact  that  the  wit- 
ness to  the  transaction  was  an  accomplice  fur- 
nishes no  reason  why  a  charge  should  be  given 
on  circumstantial  evidence.  Kid  well  v.  State, 
35  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  264,  83  S.  W.  342. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  the  charge  was 
that  the  accused  procured  another  person  to 
kill  the  person  for  whose  murder  he  was  on  tri- 
al, and  the  person  who  did  the  killing  testified 
that  he  did  so  at  the  request  and  procurement 
of  the  accused,  and  that  the  latter  furnished 
him  the  gun  with  which  to  do  the  killing,  it 
was  held  that  the  court  did  not  err  in  failing  to 
charge  the  law  applicable  to  circumstantial  evi- 
dence. Thomas  v.  State,  43  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
20.  96  Am.  St  Rep.  834,  62  S.  W.  019. 

Upon  a  trial  for  larceny  of  a  horse,  it  was 
proved  that  the  party  who  took  the  horse  went 
into  the  lot,  put  a  rope  around  its  neck,  and  was 
leading  it  off,  when  the  officers,  who  were 
watching  for  the  thief,  undertook  to  make  an 
arrest,  when  the  party  tied.  There  were  present 
at  the  lot  the  thief  and  a  companion.  The  com- 
panion was  found  Just  outside  the  lot  at  the 
time  the  horse  was  taken.  It  was  held 
that  the  taking  in  the  case  of  theft  was 
the  main  fact,  and  in  this  case  It  was  not 
deducible  from  circumstances,  but  testified  to 
positively.  The  accomplice  testified  that  he 
went  with  the  accused  according  to  a  previous 
arrangement  between  them  to  take  the  horse  in 
question.  This  was  held  to  be  positive  evidence 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  defendant,  although 
it  was  testified  to  by  an  accomplice ;  and  on  the 
whole  case  It  was  held  that  a  charge  on  the  law 
of  circumstantial  evidence  was  unnecessary. 
Monk  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  44  S.  W.  1101. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  the  theft  of  a  head  of 
cattle,  a  witness  testified  positively  to  the  tak- 
ing by  the  accused  of  the  animal  in  controversy, 
and  that  he  was  an  accomplice,  this  fact  would 
nqt  necessitate  a  charge  upon  circumstantial 
evidence.  Nor  would  the  fact  that  the  identity 
of  the  animal  taken  by  the  accused  and  the  wit- 
ness, his  accomplice,  as  being  the  same  animal 
which  belonged  to  the  alleged  owner,  was  es- 
tablished by  circumstantial  evidence,  make  it  a 
case  wholly  depending  upon  that  character  of 
testimony.  Williams  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crim. 
App.)  45  S.  W.  494. 

Where  the  only  witness  to  a  homicide  is  an 
accomplice,  this  furnishes  no  reason  why  the 
court  should  give  the  law  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence in  charge  to  the  Jury.  Red  v.  State  (Tex. 
Crim.  App.)  53  S.  W.  618. 

The  following  case,  however,  would  appear  to 
differ  from  the  general  line  of  decisions  on  the 
subject,  and  there  would  seem  to  be  consider- 
able force  in  the  reason  given. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  only  direct 
evidence  of  the  commission  of  the  crime  by  the 
accused  is  that  of  an  accomplice,  who  is  over- 
whelmingly impeached ;  and.  aside  from  his  tes- 
timony the  case  against  the  accused  is  one 
largely  of  circumstantial  evidence, — an  instruc- 
tion on  the  effect  and  sufficiency  of  clreumstan- 
tial  evidence  is  proper  and  necessary,  when  re- 
quested by  the  accused,  as  the  Jury  might  re- 
fuse to  believe  the  accomplice.  State  v.  Wool- 
ard.  111  Mo.  248,  20  S.  W.  27. 

yil.  Ifeoetsity  of  requett  for  instruction;  or 
exception. 

An  exception  to  the  failure  or  refusal  to  in- 
struct on  the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence  in 
a  case  where  such  instruction  should  be  given^ 
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is  considered  In  the  following  cases.  The  rule 
would  appear  to  be  that  a  failure  so  to  Instruel 
the  Jury,  whether  requested  or  not,  Is  material 
error,  with  the  exception  of  a  single  case. 

In  every  criminal  case  It  Is  the  duty  of  the 
Judge,  even  without  a  request,  to  charge  con- 
cerning the  law  of  reasonable  doubt ;  and,  where 
the  evidence  against  the  accused  on  a  trial 
for  hog  stealing  was  entirely  circumstantial, 
and  the  presiding  Judge  failed  to  state  the  rtile 
of  law  applicable  in  criminal  cases  to  proof  of 
this  character,  this  was  held  to  be  such  error 
as  would  reverse  a  Judgment  of  conviction. 
Hamilton  v.  State,  96  Ga.  301,  22  S.  B.  528. 

It  is  only  another  application  of  the  doctrine 
of  reasonable  doubt,  which  the  humanity  of  the 
law  vouchsafes  to  prisoners  on  trial  when  the 
evidence  against  them  is  wholly  circumstantial, 
that  the  law  as  to  circumstantial  evidence 
should  be  correctly  given  the  Jury  by  the  court ; 
and  an  instruction  embodying  it  simply  Informs 
the  Jury  what  degree  of  certainty  the  facts  in 
the  evidence  must  produce  In  their  mind  before 
they  can  convict.  Just  as  a  charge  upon  the 
reasonable  doubt  does  in  ordinary  cases.  And 
the  failure  of  the  court  to  give  an  instruction 
upon  this  branch  of  the  law  is  error  which  will 
require  a  reversal  of  a  Judgment  of  conviction. 
Hunt  V.  State,  7  Tex.  App.  212. 

In  Barr  v.  State,  10  Tex.  App.  507,  the  state- 
ment was  made  by  the  court  that  It  was  not 
until  the  decision  of  the  case  of  Hunt  v.  State, 
7  Tex.  App.  212,  BUpra,  that  it  was  ever  ex- 
pressly decided  In  Texas  that,  in  trials  for 
felony,  when  the  proof  of  guilt  depended  alone 
on  circumstantial  testimony,  the  court  should 
charge  on  that  character  of  evidence,  as  a 
part  of  the  law  of  the  case,  whether  requested 
to  do  so  or  not. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  It  was  held  that  the  case 
was  one  of  purely  circumstantial  evidence,  and 
that  it  was  the  duty  of  the  court  below,  whether 
asked  or  not,  to  give  in  charge  the  law  appli- 
cable to  such  a  case.  Ward  v.  State,  10  Tex. 
App.  293. 

And  in  Ray  v.  State.  13  Tex.  App.  61,  the 
court  said:  •*The  evidence  upon  which  the 
conviction  In  this  case  Is  based  Is  wholly  cir- 
cumstantial. It  Is  well  settled  that  In  such 
case  the  court  should  Instruct  the  Jury  In  re- 
gard to  the  character  of  such  evidence,  as  a 
part  of  the  law  of  the  case,  whether  requested 
to  do  so  or  not.  There  is  no  particular,  definite 
form  of  language  requited  to  be  used  in  giv- 
ing such  instructions.  If  the  ideas  are  suf- 
ficient, and  so  expressed  that  the  Jury  can 
readily  comprehend  the  meaning  of  the  lan- 
guage employed,  the  demand  of  the  law  will 
be  satisfied.  ...  In  the  case  at  bar  the 
court  failed  to  give  the  Jury  any  charge  upon 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  therefore  failed  to 
give  in  charge  all  the  law  applicable  to  the 
case." 

A  conviction  for  homicide  will  be  reversed 
ivhere  It  is  wholly  dependent  for  its  support 
on  circumstantial  evidence,  where  a  charge  up- 
on that  subject  was  not  given  at  the  trial ;  and 
this  is  so  whether  such  charge  is  requested  or 
not.  Leftwich  v.  State,  34  Tex.  Crim.  Rep. 
489,  31  S.  W.  385. 

When  the  testimony  in  a  criminal  case  Is 
entirely  of  a  circumstantial  character,  and  a 
request  Is  made  to  charge  upon  the  subject  of 
circumstantial  evidence,  although  the  request 
is  technically  erroneous,  it  is  still  the  duty  of 
the  court  to  give  the  law  upon  the  subject,  as 
It  is  to  the  court  that  the  accused  has  the  right 
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to  look  to  sec  if  he  has  a  fair  trial,  and  a 
Jury  of  inexperienced  laymen  are  hardly  ex- 
pected to  apply  the  rule  applicable  to  this  class 
of  testimony  without  some  assistance  from  the 
court.  People  v.  Scott,  10  Utah,  217,  37  Pac. 
335. 

In  Dovalina  v.  State,  14  Tex.  App.  312,  which 
was  a  trial  for  forgery,  the  court  said:  "A 
conviction  was  sought  alone  upon  circumstan- 
tial evidence.  The  law  applicable  to  such  a 
case  was  not  charged.  However,  as  there  was 
no  charge  requested,  nor  objection  made  because 
of  the  omission  of  a  proper  charge  on  the  sub- 
JiHTt ;  and  as.  such  error  is  not  relied  upon  in 
the  motion  for  new  trial, — we  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  reverse  uiton  this  ground." 

The  last  reason  stated  was  probably  a  good 
ouM  for  not  reversing  the  Judgment,  but  un- 
der all  the  decisions  given  herein  the  first  one 
certainly  was  not. 

Where  the  material  evidence  In  the  case  is 
in  Its  nature  circumstantial,  the  court  should 
Instruct  the  Jury  as  to  the  law  governing  that 
character  of  evidence, — especially  when  such 
instruction  is  requested.  Smith  v.  State,  7  Tex. 
App.  382. 

In  Polanka  v.  State,  33  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  634, 
28  S.  W.  641,  the  court  said :  "This  convic- 
tion was  for  hog  theft.  The  statement  of  facts 
incorporated  in  the  record  constitutes  this  a 
conviction  depending  wholly  upon  circumstan- 
tial evidence.  It  was  therefore  incumbent  up- 
on the  trial  court  to  instruct  the  Jury  in  re- 
gard to  the  law  applicable  to  such  testimony. 
This  is  the  settled  rule  in  this  state  by  &n  un- 
broken line  of  decisions,  and  a  failure  to  comply 
with  it  requires  a  reversal  of  the  Judgment 
though  exception  be  not  reserved.'* 

In  affirming  a  conviction  of  murder  the  court. 
In  White  V.  State,  40  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  366,  50 
S.  W.  705,  said :  '^Appellant's  next  assign- 
ment is  that  the  court  erred  in  his  charge  to 
the  Jury,  in  not  charging  upon  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  In  answer  to  this  as- 
signment, we  would  observe  that  no  bill  of  ex- 
ceptions, nor  exception  in  motion  for  new  trial, 
was  reserved  to  the  failure  of  the  court  to  give 
this  charge,  and  hence  we  cannot  review  the 
same.  Even  If  there  had  been,  it  is  not  nec- 
essary for  the  court  to  charge  on  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  when  the  state  relies  on  the  con- 
fession of  the  defendant  as  part  of  the  evi- 
dence on  which  to  base  the  conviction." 

The  court  having  decided  the  last  proposition, 
it  was  unnecessary  for  it  to  decide  the  first,  but, 
if  It  had  been,  the  decision  would  seem  to  be 
In  direct  opposition  to  all  prior  decisions  of  the 
same  court,  which  has  held  repeatedly  that  a 
failure  or  omission  of  the  court  to  charge  on 
circumstantial  evidence  In  a  proper  case  Is 
fatal  error  to  a  conviction,  whether  the  in- 
struction Is  requested  or  not,  and,  as  stated  in 
the  last  case,  though  exception  be  not  reserved 
The  words  quoted  are  all  that  was  said  on  the 
subject,  and  no  reference  was  made  to  Polanka 
V.  State,  33'  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  634,  28  S.  W.  541. 

See  also  Richards  v.  State,  102  Ga,  609,  27 
S.  E.  720,  infra,  IX. 

From  the  following  cases  It  would  appear 
that  In  trials  of  offenses  other  than  felonies 
a  request  for  an  instruction  as  to  the  law  of 
circumstantial  evidence  in  a  proper  case  Is 
necessary. 

In  Howard  v.  State,  8  Tex.  App.  612,  It  waa 
held  that  on  a  trial  for  a  petty  theft,  inas- 
much as  with  regard  to  some  of  the  articles 
claimed  to  have  been  stolen  the  evidence  waa 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1002. 


Beason  t.  State. 


213 


wholly  circumstantial,  a  proper  charge  on  dr- 
camstantlal  testlmoDj  woald  have  been  appro- 
priate; but  that  being  a  misdemeanor,  it  was 
perhaps  the  duty  of  the  defendant's  counsel  to 
have  asked  suitable  instructions  on  the  sub- 
ject, by  preparing  them  for  delivery  to  the  Jury 
and  presenting  them  to  the  court. 

In  criminal  actions  for  misdemeanors,  the 
court  Is  not  required  to  charge  the  Jury,  ex- 
cept at  the  request  of  counsel  on  either  side; 
'  but,  when  so  requested,  shall  give  or  refuse 
such  charges,  with  or  without  modification,  as 
sre  asked,  in  writing;  citing  Code  Crim.  Proc. 
art.  081.     Ross  t.  State,  9  Tex.  App.  276. 

And  so,  on  a  trial  for  a  misdemeanor,  where 
the  Inculpatory  evidence  is  exclusively  circum- 
stantial. It  is  error  for  the  court  to  refuse  an 
appropriate  Instruction  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence when  requested  so  to  do  by  the  accused. 
lUd. 

In  the  following  cases  It  will  be  seen  there 
were  requests  to  charge,  and  there  is  a  sug- 
gestion in  each  that  the  error  consisted  in  a 
refusal  of  the  request,  but  the  cases  In  no  sense 
militate  against  those  which  precede  them. 

Where,  upon  the  trial  of  an  Indictment  for 
larceny,  there  was  no  direct  or  positive  proof 
of  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  and  all  the  evi- 
dence adduced  against  them  was  circumstantial 
in  character,  the  court  said  that,  this  being  so, 
it  devolved  upon,  the  trial  court  to  charge  the 
law  relative  to  such  testimony,  and  a  failure 
so  to  charge  in  such  cases  had  been  so  repeat- 
edly held  by  the  court  to  be  reversible  error 
that  it  would  be  but  supererogation  to  cite 
authorities ;  that  the  charge  given  did  not  em- 
brace the  law  in  this  respect,  and  a  correct 
enunciation  of  It  was  submitted  in  the  special 
requested  instructions  which  were  asked  for 
defendant,  and  which  were  refused  by  the  court 
Flores  v.  State,  13  Tex.  App.  665. 

In  Dreyer  v.  State,  11  Tex.  App.  631,  the 
eonrt  said  :  "Another  error  complained  of  is  that 
the  charge  omits  to  instruct  the  jury  upon  the 
law  of  circumstantial  evidence,  and  that  the 
court  refused  a  requested  instruction  upon 
this  branch  of  the  case.  This  error  is  well  as- 
signed, and  the  requested  Instruction  should 
have  been  given." 

See  also  Conner  t.  State,  17  Tex.  App.  1, 
Mprs,  11,  a,  1. 

▼III.  RefuMol  of  request,  the  »uh$ianee  of  which 
is  eisevhe9'e  charffed. 

The  court  having  Instructed  the  jury  In  a 
crbnlnal  case  that  the  law  presumed  the  de- 
fendant to  be  Innocent  of  the  charge  against 
him,  it  was  neither  necessary  nor  proper  to 
caution  the  jury  against  a  verdict  based  upon 
circumstantial  testimony,  or  to  prescribe  a  rule 
by  which  that  character  of  testimony  was  to 
be  considered  by  them.  Strlcklln  v.  Com.  83 
Ky.  666. 

In  Roberts  v.  SUte,  110  Ga.  263,  34  S.  B. 
203,  it  v^s  held  that,  although  the  evidence 
relied  on  for  a  conviction  was  entirely  cir- 
cumstantial, it  is  not  cause  for  a  new  trial  that 
the  court,  while  instructing  the  jury  on  the 
law  of  reasonable  doubt,  failed  to  state  in  the 
•ame  connection  that  the  evidence  must  also 
be  consistent  with  defendant's  guilt,  and  must 
exclude  every  other  reasonable  hypothesis ;  the 
court  having  in  another  connection  properly 
given  to  the  jury  this  law  on  circumstantial 
evidence;  citing  Young  t.  State,  06  Qa.  466, 
20  &  R  270. 
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In  Cave  v.  State,  41  Tex.  182,  the  court  said 
that  the  case  depended  upon  circumstantial 
evidence,  and  required  full  Instruction  on  that 
branch  of  the  law ;  but  that  the  several  charj^es 
as  given  by  the  court  embraced  substantially 
the  instructions  asked  by  the  defendant,  and  It 
was  not  necessary  that  the  Instructions  given 
by  the  court  should  be  repeated  or  given  In  the 
language  asked  by  the  defendant;  and  that 
the  charge  was  In  accordance  with  the  rulings 
of  the  court. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  there  was  proof 
positive  that  the  accused  was  the  voluntary 
agent  who  committed  the  homicide,  and  the 
court  had,  without  request,  Instructed  the  Jury 
that  circumstantial  testimony  must  tend  close- 
ly to  prove  the  fact,  or  it  Is  not  of  itself  suf- 
ficient, but  may  still  be  entitled  to  great  weight 
in  connection  with  positive  testimony ;  and  that 
the  jury  would  determine  from  the  testimony, 
and  from  all  the  facts  and  circumstances, 
whether  one  of  the  accused  committed  the  deed, 
and  the  other  aided  and  abetted  it, — ^there  was 
no  occasion  to  lay  down  the  law  with  greater 
particularity  upon  the  subject  of  circumstantial 
evidence.     Burrell  v.  State,  18  Tex.  713. 

On  a  trial  for  murder,  where  the  charge  of 
the  court  sufllclently  instructed  the  Jury  as  to 
the  conclusiveness  of  circumstantial  evidence 
to  warrant  them  in  finding  a  verdict  on  that 
character  of  testimony  alone,  and  was  a  sub- 
stantial compliance  with  the  law  on  that  sub- 
ject, and,  being  sufllcient  of  itself,  a  special 
instruction  requested  by  the  defendant  became 
unnecessary,  the  court  was  not  required  to  give 
it,  and  did  not  err  to  the  prejudice  of  the  de- 
fendant's rights  to  have  the  Jury  properly  in- 
structed In  the  law  of  the  case.  Rye  v.  State. 
8  Tex.  App.  163. 

On  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  the  theft  of 
a  pair  of  gloves,  it  was  claimed  by  the  counsel 
for  the  accused  that  it  was  a  case  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence,  as  no  witness  saw  the  taking,  and 
that  the  fact  that  the  accused  was  found  In  the 
possession  of  recently  stolen  property  did  not 
take  the  case  out  of  the  rule;  neither  did  the 
fact  that  It  was  a  misdemeanor  case  render  it 
unnecessary  to  charge  on  the  issue  of  circum- 
stantial evidence;  and  yet  the  court  did  not 
charge  on  it,  though  a  special  charge  was  re- 
quested by  the  accused  when  instructing  the 
Jury  on  that  issue,  and  refused.  All  the  court 
said  on  the  subject  was  that  the  charges  asked 
and  given  correctly  and  sufficiently  Instructed 
the  Jury  In  regard  to  the  law  of  the  case,  and 
there  was  no  error  In  refusing  additional  re- 
quested Instructions.  Martin  v.  State,  82  Tex. 
Crim.  Rep.  441,  24  S.  W.  512. 

See  also  People  v.  Lem  Deo,  132  Cal.  199,  64 
Pac.  265,  «upra.  III.  a,  1. 

IX.  Accused  in  fuwtaposition  to  main  or  incul- 
patory fact. 

The  following  are  cases  where  the  court  con- 
ceded that  there  was  no  direct  evidence  as  to 
the  main  fact  constituting  the  crime,  yet  the 
facts  and  circumstances  testified  to  were  in 
such  Juxtaposition  to  the  main  fact,  or  the  tes- 
timony placed  the  accused  in  such  Juxtaposition 
to  the  main  fact,  as  In  homicide  to  the  fact  of 
killing,  or  in  larceny  to  the  fact  of  the  taking, 
that  this  was  equivalent  to  direct  testimony, 
and  a  refusal  to  charge  on  the  law  of  circum- 
stantial evidence  was  no  error.  The  cases  fol- 
lowing show  under  what  circumstances  such 
juxtaposition  will  be  held  to  have  existed. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


214 


Texas  Court  of  Criminal  Appeals. 


Feb., 


Upon  a  trial  for  the  theft  of  hogs  the  eyl- 
dence  showed  that  the  missing  hogs  were 
tracked  a  short  distance  from  the  place  where 
they  were  taken,  and  discovered  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  defendant  and  his  brother,  who  were 
driving  them,  and  who  drove  them  on  home 
and  butchered  them.  The  court  held  that,  while 
no  witness  saw  defendant  actually  take  posses- 
sion of  the  hogs,  yet  the  criminative  circum- 
stances were  in  such  juxtaposition  to  the  main 
fact  chat  the  omission  to  give  a  charge  upon  the 
law  of  circumstantial  evidence  was  not  calcu- 
lated to  injure  the  defendant's  right  Baldwin 
▼.  State,  31  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  589,  21  S.  W.  679. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  theft  of  a  cow,  the  wit- 
ness testified  that  he  saw  the  accused  and  an- 
other at  a  point  a  mile  and  a  half  distant  from 
the  place  of  the  alleged  theft ;  that  two  or  three 
hours  later  be  heard  a  gun  shot  at  or  about 
the  place  of  the  alleged  theft;  and  that  a  few 
minutes  later  he  saw  the  defendant  and  the 
other  person  "at  work"  on  the  carcass  of  the 
cow  they  had  killed, — it  was  held  that  the 
court  did  not  err  in  failing  to  tell  the  jury  that 
this  was  a  case  wholly  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, as  the  evidence  was  direct  and  positive 
as  to  the  guilt  of  the  accused,  as  testified  by 
an  eyewitness,  and,  if  the  shooting  was  not 
seen,  the  facts  were  in  such  close  juxtaposi- 
tion to  the  shooting  as  to  be  equivalent  to  direct 
testimony.  Bennett  v.  State,  32  Tex.  Crim. 
Rep.  216,  22  S.  W.  684. 

In  Adams  y.  State,  84  Tex.  Crim.  Repu 
470,  31  S.  W.  372,  which  was  an  appeal  from 
a  conviction  for  horse  stealing.  It  appeared  that 
the  horse  In  question  was  placed  in  the  pasture, 
and  was  seen  on  the  day  of  the  alleged  theft, 
outside  the  pasture,  near  a  road  which  led  along 
the  fence;  and  the  accused  was  Just  ahead  of 
the  animal,  which  seemed  to  be  following  him. 
The  accused  told  the  witness,  as  he  passed  him, 
that  the  colt  had  Just  Jumped  out  of  the 
pasture,  and  that  he  was  following  him,  and 
that  he  was  going  to  drive  him  back.  After- 
ward the  accused  offered  to,  and  did,  sell  the 
animal  to  another  witness.  In  holding  that  the 
failure  of  the  court  to  charge  on  circumstan- 
tial evidence  was  not  error,  the  court  said :  "If 
It  be  conceded  that  no  witness  saw  him  In  the 
very  act  of  taking  possession  of  said  colt,  yet 
the  testimony  places  defendant  in  Juxtaposition 
to  the  main  fact,  which  is  the  act  of  taking  in 
this  case,  so  that  the  omission  to  give  the 
charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  was  not  cal- 
culated to  injure  defendant's  rights." 

On  appeal  from  a  conviction  for  murder,  the 
failure  of  the  court  to  give  a  charge  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  was  assigned  as  error. 
The  evidence  was  to  the  effect  that  the  person 
for  whose  murder  the  accused  was  on  trial  was 
killed  in  his  barn,  and  his  wife,  who  was  killed 
at  the  same  time,  was  heard  to  address  the 
accused,  beseeching  him  not  to  injure  her  hus- 
band, and  immediately  on  being  found,  the 
husband,  being  still  alive  and  conscious,  and 
being  asked  who  did  It,  replied  with  the  name 
of  the  accused.  It  was  held  that,  while  no 
witness  testified  that  he  saw  the  act  of  killing, 
yet  the  facts  and  circumstances  of  the  case 
were  of  a  character  to  place  the  accused  in 
snch  proximity  and  juxtaposition  to  the  fact 
of  killing  as  to  render  a  charge  on  circum- 
stantial evidence  unnecessary,  and,  besides,  the 
statements  of  deceased  and  his  wife  were  In  the 
nature  of  positive  evidence.  Crews  v.  State,  34 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  333.  31  S.  W.  373. 

On  a  trial  for  murder  the  accused  asked  a 
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charge  on  circumstantial  evidence,  and  contend- 
ed that,  although  the  accomplice  who  testified 
as  to  the  killing  was  present  and  saw  the  kill- 
ing, yet  it  being  dark,  and  at  the  very  time  of 
the  killing  he  being  some  little  distance  from 
the  parties  when  it  occurred,  it  was  such  a  case 
that  required  of  the  court  a  charge  on  circum- 
stantial evidence.  The  charge  was  refused, 
and.  In  affirming  the  conviction,  the  court  said 
that  at  the  time  the  fatal  stroke  was  given  the 
witness  was  so  near  and  in  such  juxtaposition 
that,  though  he  may  not  have  seen  which  one 
of  the  two  parties  Inflicted  the  stabs  and  blows, 
several  of  which  were  fatal,  yet  it  would  make 
no  difference,  as  to  their  guilt,  which  one  may 
have  caused  the  wounds.  Kldwell  v.  State,  35 
Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  264,  33  S.  W.  342. 

On  a  trial  for  rape,  where  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  are  of  such  a  character 
as  to  place  the  accused  In  such  close  proximity 
and  juxtaposition  to  the  main  fact  as  to  make 
It  certain  that  he  committed  the  act,  a  charge 
on  circumstantial  evidence  is  unnecessary. 
Allen  V.  State,  36  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  381,  87  S.  W. 
429. 

On  trial  for  murder,  where  it  appeared  that 
the  accused  was  one  of  a  gang  who  had  con- 
spired to  rob  a  bank,  in  the  commission  of 
which  robbery  the  person  for  whose  murder  the 
accused  was  on  trial  was  killed,  and  one  of 
the  members  of  the  gang  had  entered  the  bank 
with  the  accused,  and,  while  they  were  In  the 
act  of  robbing,  shooting  commenced  on  the 
outside,  and  the  member  alluded  to  said  the 
boys  had  opened  up  the  ball,  these  facts,  to- 
gether with  the  other  facts  In  regard  to  the  con- 
spiracy to  rob  the  bank,  rendered  a  charge  on 
circumstantial  evidence  unnecessary,  and  the 
court  did  not  err  In  falling  so  to  instruct  the 
jury.  Nite  v.  State,  41  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  340, 
54  8.  W.  763. 

While,  upon  the  trial  of  a  criminal  ease.  It 
Is  ordinarily  the  duty  of  the  judge,  whether 
requested  so  to  do  or  not,  to  give  In  charge  to 
the  Jury  the  rule  respecting  the  degree  of  cer- 
tainty required  to  sustain  a  conviction  where 
circumstantial  evidence  is  alone  relied  upon, 
yet,  where  the  evidence,  even  though  circum- 
stantial, is  full  and  satisfactory,  without  seri- 
ous conflict,  and  clearly  shows  the  guilt  of  the 
accused,  a  failure  so  to  charge  will  not  re- 
quire the  granting  of  a  new  trial.  Richards 
V.  State,  102  Ga.  569,  27  8.  B.'  726. 

In  Jones  v.  State,  105  Ga.  649,  31  S.  B.  574. 
the  court  said  that  It  was  entirely  in  harmony 
with  Tarver  v.  State,  95  Ga.  222,  21  S.  E.  381, 
where  It  was  ruled  that,  "in  passing  upon  the 
possession  of  stolen  goods  as  evidence  offered 
to  show  criminality,  the  time  which  elasped 
between  the  theft  and  the  possession,  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  possession  was  accounted 
for,  or  that  it  was  not  accounted  for  at  all, 
are  material  matters  for  rhe  consideration  of 
the  Jury,  to  which  lae  court,  by  appropriate  in- 
structions, should  direct  their  attention  ;'*  and 
also  what  was  ruled  in  the  case  of  Hamilton 
V.  State,  96  Ga.  302,  22  S.  B.  528,  that  "the 
failure  to  give  some  such  instruction.  In  a  cIohc 
and  doubtful  case  .  .  .  [like  the  case  then 
being  considered],  will  entitle  the  accused  to  a 
new  trial."  The  court  then  said,  further,  that 
it  found  that  the  charge  of  the  court  in  the  case 
under  consideration,  while  it  omitted  to  deal 
with  the  law  applicable  to  the  question  of 
stolen  goods,  and  instructions  as  to  convictton 
on  circumstantial  evidence,  was  otherwise  full 
and  explicit,  and,  it  appearing  that  the  accused 
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was  plainly  guilty  under  the  law,  the  failure 
of  the  eourt  below  to  charge  the  law  applicable 
to  the  recent  possession  of  stolen  goods  as  a 
circumstance  tending  to  show  the  guilt  of  the 
defendant,  and  the  amount  and  the  character 
•of  circumstantial  evidence  necessary  to  convict, 
was  Just  p'ound  of  criticism  from  a  legal  stand- 
point ;  yet  they  were  not  satisfied  to  reverse  the 
judgment  because  of  these  omissions  from  the 
•charge,  when  with  them  the  same  verdict  must 
hsve  been  rendered. 

On  a  trial  for  theft  It  was  shown  that  the 
accused  was  found  in  possession  of  the  stolen 
property  some  months  after  the  theft,  with  the 
brand  upon  the  animal  changed,  and  it  was 
held  that,  while  the  evidence  might  be  sufficient 
to  sustain  a  conviction,  yet  the  facts  tending 
to  connect  the  accused  with  the  original  taking 
were  not  In  such  close  proximity  to  such  tak- 
ing as  to  relieve  the  court  of  the  duty  of  in- 
structing the  Jury  In  regard  to  the  law  govern- 
ing cases  of  circumstantial  evidence.  Alderman 
V.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  23  S.  W.  685. 

In  Scott  V.  SUte  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  23  S.  W. 
685.  the  court  said  that  the  conviction  was 
wholly  dependent  upon  circumstantial  evidence, 
the  facta  not  being  In  such  close  relation  or 
Juxtaposition  to  the  main  facts,  or  original  tak- 
ing of  the  cattle  charged  to  have  been  stolen, 
as  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule  laid  down 
in  Montgomery  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  20 
S.  W.  926,  9upra,  II.,  b,  and  that,  under  the 
facts  of  the  case  as  found  in  the  record,  such 
omission  required  a  reversal  of  the  Judgment. 
The  court  stated  that  it  desired  to  reaffirm  the 
doctrine  announced  in  the  Montgomery  Case. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  theft  of  an  animal, 
there  was  no  proof  that  the  defendant  took  the 
animal,  and  the  state  had  to  rely  upon  the 
fact  of  recent  possession  to  prove  the  taking, 
and  there  were  other  incriminatory  facts  In  the 
testimony,  all  of  a  circumstantial  character, 
cone  of  which  placed  the  defendant  in  such 
Jnxtapoaition  as  to  relieve  the.  case  of  being 
one  wholly  dependent  Upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence for  a  conviction, — it  was  held  to  have 
U^n  the  rule  by  a  long  line  of  decisions  that. 
In  cases  of  this  character,  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the  court  to  give  In  charge  to  the  Jury  the  law 
pertaining  to  circumstantial  evidence,  and, 
where  this  Is  not  done,  a  conviction  will  be  re- 
Tfrsed.  HcCamant  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.) 
37  S.  W.  437. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  stealing  a  cow,  the 
proof  showed  that  she  would  come  home  every 
aigfat  from  the  range,  but  failed  to  come  one 
night,  and  was  seen  no  more  until  a  month 
(Lereafter,  when  the  accused,  whose  business 
was  hunting  stray  stock  and  bringing  them  to 
their  owners,  found  the  cow,  according  to  his 
<Tidence,  and  brought  her  to  the  prosecutor, 
who  some  days  previously  had  offered  accused 
a  reward  if  he  would  find  his  cow  and  bring 
her  home,  the  state  proved  by  another  witness 
that  he  saw  accused  in  possession  of  the  cow 
three  days  after  she  was  missed  by  her  owner, 
when  accused  was  leading  her  by  a  rope  around 
her  neck,  and,  being  asked  what  he  was  going 
to  do  with  her,  said  he  was  going  to  turn  her 
loose  on  the  prairie.  He  was  told  by  the  wit- 
ness that  she  was  the  prosecutor's  cow,  and 
was  shown  where  the  latter  lived,  the  house 
being  in  plain  view.  The  court  said  that  this 
ertdenee  did  not  place  the  accused  in  such 
Jixtapoaltlon  to  the  fact  of  taking  as  not  to 
require  a  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence, 
and.  because  of  the  failure  to  give  a  charge 
6r>  L.  R.  A. 


thereon,  the  Judgment  was  reversed.  Davis  v. 
State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  74  S.  W.  544. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  a  witness  tes- 
tified that  while  in  her  room  asleep  she  was 
awakened  by  a  pistol  shot,  and  going  to  the 
window  saw  the  accused  at  the  window,  and 
he  remarked  to  her  to  be  careful  not  to  say 
that  he  did  It,  and  smoke  was  coming  in 
through  the  shutters  of  the  window,  but  she 
saw  no  arms  about  the  accused,  and  the  persou 
killed  was  afterwards  found  dead  directly  under 
the  window,  and  the  autopsy  showed  that  he 
had  been  killed  by  a  bullet  wound,  the  court 
held  that,  while  It  Is  true  that  the  circum- 
stances might  be  so  close  and  cogent,  throwing 
the  accused  in  such  Juxtaposition  with  the  mliin 
fact  that  it  might  not  require  a  charge  upon 
circumstantial  evidence,  yet,  where  the  facts 
are  in  doubt  upon  this  theory,  it  is  the  safer 
and  sounder  rule  to  charge  in  regard  to  cir- 
cumstantial evidence.  That,  in  order  to  Justify 
the  trial  court  in  not  charging  upon  this  phase 
of  the  law.  It  must  be  taken  as  certain,  first, 
that  the  witnes.s  testified  to  the  truth  fully, 
and,  growing  out  of  that,  secondly,  that  the  ac- 
cused was  at  the  window,  as  testified  by  the  wit- 
ness, and  thirdly,  that  his  remark  to  her  was 
a  confession  of  the  killing;  and  that,  while 
these  conclusions  of  the  court  might  or  might 
not  be  proper  deductions  rrom  the  testimony,  It 
was  not  believed  to  be  of  sufficient  cogency  to 
exempt  It  from  the  rules  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence, or  bring  it  within  the  rules  of  positive 
evidence  to  the  exclusion  of  the  law  of  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Trejo  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm. 
App.)  74  S.  W.  546. 

Where,  upon  a  trial  for  hog  stealing,  a  wit- 
ness testified  that  he  heard  four  shots,  and  after 
a  time  another,  and,  after  hearing  the  five 
shots,  he  walked  half  a  mile  to  where  he  heard 
them,  and  saw  defendant  hanging  up  a  pig  that 
be  hid  In  the  brush,  and  then  walked  toward 
the  witness,  and,  when  within  about  50  yards, 
worked  the  lever  of  his  gun  several  times,  and 
then  went  In  the  direction  of  his  home;  and 
witness  examined  the  pig  and  recognized  it  as 
belonging  to  his  uncle,  the  owner ;  and  the  pig 
was  killed  by  a  gunshot ;  and  the  following  day 
after  the  arrest  of  the  accused  he  was  carried 
to  the  point  designated  by  this  witness,  where 
a  track  was  found  and  that  the  shoe  the  accused 
was  wearing  corresponded  exactly  with  the 
tracks  found  upon  the  ground, — It  was  held 
that  these  facts  were  not  of  sufficient  cogency 
In  their  nearness  and  proximity  to  the  trans- 
action to  relieve  the  court  of  the  duty  of  char- 
ging the  law  of  circumstantial  evidence ;  and  the 
Judgment  of  conviction  was  reversed.  Guerrero 
V.  SUte  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  80  S.  W.  1001. 

X.  As  to  question  of  intent. 

As  frequently  before  stated,  it  is  only  when 
the  evidence  as  to  the  inculpatory  or  main  fac^ 
constituting  the  crime  Is  wholly  circumstantial 
that  a  trial  court  Is  required  to  instruct  the 
Jury  upon  that  branch  of  the  law  of  the  case; 
but  in  the  case  of  a  prosecution  for  a  crime,  one 
of  the  essential  Ingredients  of  which  is  the 
criminal  Intent  of  the  accused  in  committing  it. 
and  there  is  direct  evidence  as  to  the  main  or 
inculpatory  fact,  such  as  the  killing  In  homi- 
cide, the  taking  in  larceny,  or  the  breaking  in 
burglary,  although  the  evidence  tending  to 
prove  the  guilty  intent  of  the  accused  may  be 
wholly  circumstantial  no  charge  on  the  law  re- 
lating to  that  character  of  evidence /is>reqalred| 
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Where  the  fact  is  that  the  accused  stood  by 
and  saw  another  kill  the  person  for  whose  mur- 
der he  Is  on  trial,  but  there  Is  no  positive  testi- 
mony that  he  took  an  active  part  In  the  killing, 
and  his  conviction  of  murder  Is  sought  to  be  up- 
held by  the  prosecution  upon  the  theory  that  he 
consented  to  the  killing  In  pursuance  of  a  con- 
spiracy previously  entered  Into  by  him  and  the 
person  who  actually  did  the  killing  to  effect  the 
same,  and  all  the  evidence  except  the  killing  Is 
circumstantial,  a  failure  to  charge  the  law  upon 
evidence  of  that  character  is  fatal  to  the  con- 
viction. Jones  V.  State,  34  Tex.  Crlm,  Rep. 
490,  30  S.  W.  1059,  31  S.  W.  664.  The  court 
said  that  the  rule  requiring  an  Instruction  upon 
circumstantial  evidence,  and  of  what  that  In- 
struction should  consist,  applied  only  to  proof 
of  the  act,  and  not  to  proof  of  the  intent.  On 
motion  for  a  rehearing  the  majority  of  the  court 
adhered  to  the  opinion  and  Judgment  of  re- 
versal previously  rendered  in  the  case,  but  one 
of  the  Judges  dissented  from  the  views  ex- 
pressed, and  said  that  on  a  more  thorough  ex- 
amination of  the  questions  involved  he  was 
forced  to  do  so,  giving  as  his  reason  that,  as 
the  presence  of  the  accused  at  the  killing  was 
proved  by  positive  testimony,  and  while  the  in- 
tent and  purpose  of  being  there,  to  give  color 
and  character  to  his  presence,  and  what  he  did 
or  did  not  do  there,  were  to  be  gathered  by 
circumstantial  evidence,  yet,  when  the  act  was 
established  by  positive  evidence,  and  the  intent 
was  to  be  inferred  from  circumstances,  it  was 
not  necessary  in  such  case  to  give  a  charge  upon 
circumstantial  evidence.  The  difference  be- 
tween this  and  the  majority  opinion  seems  to 
be  that  the  latter  went  upon  the  theory  that 
the  existence  of  the  conspiracy,  and  what  the 
accused  did  at  the  killing,  or  did  not  do  there, 
formed  the  inculpatory  act. 

The  case  of  Weathersby  ▼.  State,  29  Tex. 
App.  278,  15  S.  W.  823,  aupra.  III.  a,  1,  would 
seem  to  sustain  the  views  set  forth  in  the  dis- 
senting opinion. 

Where,  on  an  appeal  from  a  eonvlctlon  for 
unlawfully  selling  intoxicating  liquor,  It  ap- 
peared from  the  statement  of  facts,  giving  in 
detail  the  conversation  between  the  accused 
and  the  witness  who  bought  the  whisky  at  the 
time  it  was  purchased,  that  the  accused  must 
have  known  the  object  and  purpose  with  which 
the  witness  went  there  because  he  got  the  bot- 
tle of  whisky,  it  was  not  a  case  of  circumstan- 
tial evidence  requiring  a  charge  upon  that  sub- 
ject. Leftwlch  V.  State  (Tez.  Crlm.  App.)  55 
8.  W.  571. 

On  a  trial  for  unlawfully  selling  Intoxicating 
liquor,  where  It  was  conceded  that  the  party 
got  the  whisky  of  the  accused,  and  the  only 
fact  left  to  be  proved  was.  What  was  the  Intent 
of  the  accused  In  the  transaction? — ^a  failure 
to  charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  is  no  er- 
ror. Becker  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  50  S. 
W.  949. 

Where,  on  a  trial  for  murder,  the  act  is 
proved  by  direct  or  positive  testimony,  and  all 
that  remains  to  be  found  is  the  Intent  which 
caused  the  act,  and  which  may  be  Inferred  from 
the  circumstances  accompanying  the  same,  the 
rule  requiring  a  charge  upon  circumstantial  evi- 
dence does  not  apply.  Red  ▼.  State  (Tex.  Crlm. 
App.)  53  S.  W.  618. 

On  a  trial  for  murder  the  facts  that  the  ac- 
cused went  to  the  scene  of  the  homicide  In  com- 
pany with  the  person  who  actually  did  the  kill- 
ing, and  of  his  being  present  at  the  time,  and 
what  ho  did  there,  having  been  proved  by  posl- 
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live  evidence ;  and  all  that  remains  to  be  found 
is  the  intent  which  accompanied  the  act  of  the 
accused,  which  may  be  inferred  from  the  cir- 
cumstances accompanying  the  act, — the  rule  as 
to  the  necessity  of  charging  the  Jury  as  to  the 
law  of  circumstantial  evidence  does  not  apply. 
Alexander  v.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  49  S.  W. 
229. 

If,  on  a  prosecution  for  theft,  the  taking  of 
the  property  (cattle)  appears  from  the  defense 
of  the  accused  to  be  an  admitted  fact,  as  where 
he  claims  that  he  took  the  cattle  under  a  pur- 
chase from  one  who  claimed  to  sell  them  as  the 
property  of  the  owner,  It  Is  no  reason  for  re- 
quiring the  court  to  charge  upon  the  law  of  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  that  the  state  proposed  to 
prove  the  intent  by  that  character  of  evidence. 
Houston  V.  State  (Tex.  Crlm.  App.)  47  S.  W 
468. 

On  a  trial  for  larceny,  where  the  accused 
confessed  the  taking,  but  insisted  that  he  did 
not  take  with  a  fraudulent  Intent,  but  under  a 
claim  of  right,  this  evidence  removed  the  case 
from  the  realm  of  circumstantial  evidence,  the 
only  issue  being  as  to  the  intent;  and  where 
such  is  the  case  a  refusal  to  make  a  special 
charge  on  circumstantial  evidence  is  not  error. 
Roberts  v.  State,  44  Tex.  Crlm.  Rep.  267,  70  8. 
W.  423. 

XI.  MUcellaneous  oaseg. 

In  instructing  the  jury  as  to  reasonable 
doubt  In  criminal  cases  the  better  practice  is 
to  follow  as  nearly  as  possible  the  language  of 
the  Criminal  Code.  The  Jury  In  a  criminal 
case  having  been  instructed  that  it  was  their 
duty  to  consider  the  entire  evidence  in  the  case. 
It  would  have  been  not  only  needless,  but  prob- 
ably misleading,  to  have  Instructed  them  as  to 
the  particular  character  and  effect  of  circum- 
stantial evidence.  Weatherford  ▼.  Com.  7  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  827. 

The  case  is  reported  only  In  the  abstract 
which  is  given  above,  and  what  the  particular 
circumstances  were  to  which  it  related  does' 
not  appear. 

In  People  v.  Murray,  72  Mich.  10,  40  N.  W. 
29,  the  court  said  that  undue  prominence  Is 
often  given  to  unimportant  testimony  by  the 
course  pursued  by  the  court;  and  that  much 
care  should  be  observed  in  this  regard  l^y  the 
trial  Judge;  and  that  the  charge  in  the  case 
before  them  had  this  infirmity,  as,  for  InsUnce. 
it  stated  that  the  accused  fled,  without  stating 
bis  testimony  upon  that  subject;  and  oflBcers 
were  sworn  who  arrested  him,  and  allowed  to 
give  evidence  of  what  was  said,  but  no  charge 
was  given  of  the  rule  applicable  in  such  cases ; 
and  that  the  presumptions  of  the  law  In  favor 
of  the  accused  were  entirely  omitted  In  the 
charge.  The  case  was  one  where  the  accused 
had  been  sentenced  to  imprisonment  for  the 
term  of  fifty  years,  which  the  court  held  was 
more  than  his  life  could  be  expected  to  last  in 
prison,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  case  were 
peculiar,  rendering  It  a  hardship;  and  the  court 
held  that  It  reversed  the  judgment  by  a  de- 
parture from  Its  rules,  which  It  would  not 
ordinarily  do,  but  that  this  was  a  case  when. 
under  the  general  superintending  power  and  di- 
rection over  all  Inferior  courts,  it  felt  it  the  Im- 
perative duty  of  the  court,  with  or  without  ob- 
jection, and  exceptions  by  the  counsel  for  the 
accused,  to  set  aside  the  proceedings  and  order 
a  new  trial. 

In  State  v.  Roe,  12  Vt  93^  the  court,  la  mt- 

Digitized  by  LjOOQU; 


1902. 


Beason  v.  State. 


217 


firming  a  conrlction  tor  arson,  alluded  to  the 
claim  of  the  accused  that  the  court  neglected  to 
instruct  the  jury  about  the  rules  concerning 
weighing  circumstantial  or  presumptive  evi- 
dence, and  after  stating  that  there  are  among 
elementary  writers  Ingenious,  but  extremely 
fanciful,  dissertations  on  this  species  of  proof ; 
and  that,  as  the  human  mind,  in  search  of 
truth,  is  extremely  anxious  to  reduce  moral 
truths  to  mathematical  certainty, — some  of  the 
writers  have  attempted  to  resolve  presumptive 
evidence  into  arithmetical  proportions  and  al- 
gebraic equations.  But  that  all  this  is  merely 
fanciful,  and  no  adjudged  case  has  settled  any 
such  rules.  That  some  rules  for  weighing  evi- 
dence are  laid  down  in  the  books,  and  the  Judge 
may,  and  perhaps  ought,  in  cases  proper,  in  his 
estimation,  to  aid  the  Jury,  in  his  discretion,  by 
instructing  them  in  those  practical  rules.  But 
that  this  rests  in  his  own  discretion,  depending 
on  his  views  of  the  nature  of  the  case  and  oc- 
casion. But  no  adjudged  case  can  be  found 
where  it  has  been  held  as  error  that  the  court 
did  not  instruct  the  Jury  in  the  most  approved 
elementary  rules  on  the  best  and  safest  mode  of 
weighing  circumstantial  evidence  which  the 
case  would  have  Justified  or  perhaps  called  for. 
And  that  there  probably  never  was  a  case  of 
circumstantial  eyidence  tried  where  the  Judge 


gave  the  Jury  all  the  instructions  the  law 
would  have  sustained,  but,  unless  he  gave  them 
wrong  instructions,  it  was  no  error.  That  the 
want  of  full  Instruction  might,  in  some  courts, 
have  been  considered  ground  for  a  new  trial ; 
never  was  it  assigned  for  error. 

It  will  be  noticed  that'  a  large  proportion 
of  the  cases  in  the  note  are  decisions  of  the  ap- 
pellate courts  of  Texas,  and  particularly  the 
cases  in  supra,  VII.,  where  the  questions  con- 
sidered are,  the  necessity  of  the  request  for  in- 
struction on  the  subject  of  circumstantial  evi- 
dence ;  and  also  the  necessity  of  an  exception  to 
the  neglect  or  refusal  of  the  court  to  charge 
upon  that  subject ;  there  being  In  that  division 
only  two  cases  cited  from  Georgia  and  one  from 
Utah,  other  than  the  Texas  cases.  This  pre- 
ponderance of  cases  from  that  state  in  the  note 
is  readily  accounted  for  when  an  examination  is 
made  of  article  715  of  the  Code  of  Criminal 
Procedure  of  Texas,  which  provides:  "After 
the  argument  of  any  criminal  cause  has  been 
concluded,  the  Judge  shall  deliver  to  the  Jury 
a  written  charge,  in  which  he  shall  distinctly 
set  forth  the  law  applicable  to  the  case ;  but  he 
shall  not  express  any  opinion  as  to  the  weight 
of  evidence ;  nor  shall  he  sum  up  the  testimony. 
This  charge  shall  be  given  in  all  cases  of  felony, 
whether  asked  or  not."  P.  H.  ▼. 
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Anna  McFALL,  Admrx.,  etc.,  of  W.  O.  Mc- 
Fall,  Deceased. 
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JTevUirewee  of  s  loeomotlTe  envliieer» 
wvliicli  reswlts  In  s  collision.  Is  not 
fjMpntAble  to  the  eondnctor  in  charge 
of  his  train,  so  as  to  prevent  a  recovery  for 
Injuries  thereby  caused  to  the  latter,  where 
the  conductor  could  not  have  controlled  the 
action  of  the  engineer  at  the  time  of  the 
accident,  or  have  prerented  its  occurrence. 

(April   8,    1905.) 

APPEAL  bj  defendant  from  a  judgment 
«»f  the  Circuit  Court  for  Craighead 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action 
broui^ht  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 
negligent  killing  of  plaintiff's  intestate. 
Affirmed, 

SUtement  by  Battle,  J.: 

"On  the  16th  day  of  February,  1902,  and 
for  some  time  prior  thereto,  W.  O.  McFall 
was  employed"  by  the  St.  Louis  &  San  Fran- 


cisco Railroad  Company  as  a  conductor,  and 
on  that  day  had  charge  of  fast  freight  train 
25,201,  with  William  Adams  as  his  engineer, 
and  was  running  from  Thayer,  Missouri,  to 
Memphis,  Tennessee.  This  train  left 
Thayer,  Missouri,  between  4  and  5  A.  M.,  as 
second  section  of  201,  with  orders  to  run 
forty-five  minutes  behind  first  201,  which 
was  a  regular  passenger  train.  At  Hardy, 
the  first  water  station,  some  18  miles  east 
of  Thayer,  MeFall's  train  stopped,  and  then 
received  orders  to  meet  freight  train  252,  in 
charge  of  conductor  Shirk  and  engineer 
Morehead,  at  Ravenden  station,  about  15 
miles  further  east.  McFall's  train  was  a 
first-class  train,  and  was  entitled  to  the 
main  line  at  the  meeting  point,  while 
Shirk's  train  was  a  third-class  train,  and 
was  required  to  take  the  siding  at  this  meet- 
ing point. 

Shirk's  train  arrived  at  Ravenden,  the 
meeting  point,  from  five  to  ten  minutes 
ahead  of  McFall's  train,  and,  instead  of  tak- 
ing the  siding,  stopped  on  the  main  line,  at 
the  switch  for  this  siding.  The  engineer 
cut  the  engine  off,  and  ran  it  up  to  the 
water  tank  on  the  main  line,  took  water,  and 


Nora. — For  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
the  negligence  of  the  driver  of  a  fire  engine  in 
colliding  with  a  street  car  is  not  imputable  to 
a  fireman  riding  on  the  engine,  see  McKernan 
T.  Detroit  Cltisens*  Street  E.  Co.  68  L.  E.  A. 
J47. 

As  to  Imputing  negligence  of  driver  of  vehi- 
cle generally  to  person  injured  while  driving 
60L.R.A. 


with  him,  see  Nlsbet  v.  Garner,  1  L.  R.  A.  152. 
and  note;  Becke  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  9  L.  R. 
A.  107,  and  note;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Lapsley. 
16  L.  R.  A.  800 ;  Mullen  v.  Owosso,  23  L.  R.  A. 
693;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  McLeod,  52  L  R.  A. 
954 ;  Koplits  v.  St.  Paul,  58  L.  R.  A.  74 ;  and 
Duval  V.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  65  L.  R.  A. 
722. 
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returned  to  his  train.  McFairs  train  ap- 
proached from  the  west,  without  stopping 
at  the  station,  and  ran  into  Shirk's  train. 
No  one  was  hurt  on  either  train,  except  con- 
ductor McFall.  who  at  the  time  of  the  col- 
lision was  looking  out  at  the  side  door  of 
his  caboose.  The  sudden  stopping  of  the 
train  caused  the  side  door,  which  was  a  slid- 
ing door,  to  close,  striking  McFall  about 
the  head  or  neck,  killing  him. 

It  also  appears  that  neither  train  had  any 
rights  over  the  other  at  the  point  of  colli- 
sion. McFaU's  train,  as  against  Shirk's 
train,  had  the  superior  right  to  the  main 
line  up  to  the  clearance  post,  a  few  feet 
west  of  the  east  switches  at  this  station. 
Shirk's  train  had  superior  rights  to  the  side 
tracks,  and  had  the  right  to  the  main  line 
-east  of  the  switch.  The  territory  between 
the  east  switch  stands  and  the  clearance 
posts  is  called  "neutral  territory,"  and  this 
18  where  Shirk's  engine  was  when  McFall's 
•engine  struck  it. 

Anna  McFall,  as  administrator  of  W.  O. 
McFall,  deceased,  brought  this  action 
against  the  railroad  company  to  recover 
damages,  caused  by  the  death  of  her  in- 
testate, for  the  benefit  of  the  widow  and 
•children  of  the  deceased,  alleging  that  she 
was  his  widow,  and  Leoho  McFall,  fourteen 
years  of  age,  Gladdis  McFall,  thirteen  years 
■of  age,  and  Nadine  McFall,  eight  years  of 
age,  were  his  children.  She  alleged  in  her 
complaint  that  McFall's  death  was  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  his  own  engineer, 
Adams,  in  that  the  latter  approached  Raven- 
den  station,  the  meeting  point,  without  re- 
ducing the  speed  of  his  train  and  without 
having  his  train  under  control;  and  by  the 
negligence  of  Shirk  and  his  engineer  in  not 
having  their  train  on  the  siding  on  the  ar- 
rival of  McFall's  train. 

The  defendant  answered,  and  admitted 
that  McFall's  engineer,  Adams,  was 
negligent,  and  alleged  that  the  combined 
-negligence  of  Adams  and  the  contributory 
negligence  of  McFall  caused  the  collision 
and  McFall's  death. 

There  is  no  contention  here  that  McFall 
and  the  engineer  ori  his  train  and  the  em- 
ployees on  Shirk's  train  were  fellow  serv- 
ants, and  that  he  had  assumed  the  risk  of 
their  negligence.  It  is  virtually  conceded 
that  they  were  not.  The  only  questions  pre- 
sented for  our  consideration  on  this  appeal 
are :  ( 1 )  Is  the  negligence  of  the  engineer, 
Adams,  to  be  imputed  to  McFall;  and,  (2) 
if  not,  was  McFall  guilty  of  negligence 
which  contributed  to  his  death  T 

The  fafts  we  have  stated  were  proved  in 
the  trial  of  the  issues  in  this  case;  also  the 
following  rules: 

"(352)  Engineers,  when  on  the  road,  are 
under  the  direction  of  the  train  conductor, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


whose  orders  they  will  obey,  unless  his  or- 
ders may  endanger  the  safety  of  the  train 
or  require  a  violation  of  the  rules,  in  which 
event  the  engineer  becomes  equally  responsi- 
ble with  the  conductor." 

"(505)  No  train  will  leave  a  station 
without  sufficient  brakes,  air  or  hand,  to 
handle  it  with  safety  to  the  next  stopping 
point." 

"(508)  Enginemen  and  conductors  will 
both  be  held  responsible  for  the  test  being 
made  as  provided  in  rule  502,"  which  pro- 
vides how  the  air  brakes  shall  be  tested. 

Evidence  was  adduced  tending  to  prove 
the  following  facts:  When  McFall's  train 
was  about  to  leave  Thayer,  Missouri,  as  be- 
fore stated,  Adams,  his  engineer,  undertook 
to  test  the  air  brakes,  when  McFall  said  to 
him,  "Let's  not  wait  for  you  to  pump  up  the 
air;  let's  go  on,  and  you  can  try  the  air 
down  the  road  the  first  time  we  have  to 
stop;"  and  they  moved  on  without  making 
the  test  of  the  air  brakes.  At  Hardy,  a 
station  18  miles  from  Thayer,  they  stopped 
to  receive  orders,  and,  in  doing  so,  applied 
the  air,  and  the  air  brakes  worked  well. 
They  received  orders  to  meet  train  No.  252, 
Shirk's  train,  at  Ravenden,  about  15  miles 
distant,  and  then  ran  on  to  that  place. 
Adams,  relating  what  then  followed,  says: 
"There  was  a  slow  bridge  about  2^  miles 
west  of  Ravenden,  and  I  think  we  had  an 
order  there  to  reduce  speed  at  that  bridge; 
and  in  coming  there  it  was  awfully  cold,  and 
I  had  been  using  the  engine  pretty  hard,  and 
it  was  not  steaming  good,  and  I  shut  off 
way  the  other  side  of  the  bridge  and  let  the 
train  roll  over  the  bridge  and  did  not  use  the 
air,  and  after  we  rolled  over  the  bridge  I 
put  the  steam  on  again,  and  kept  it  on  until 
we  got  to  the  mile  board  at  Ravenden.  I 
whistled  for  the  road  crossing  there  and  for 
the  mile  board,  and  rolled  on  down,  and  then 
whistled  for  the  meeting  order,  one  long  and 
one  short  blast,  and  we  came  on  down,  and 
there  is  a  reverse  curve  there,  and  when  I 
got  in  the  curve  I  looked  over  about  the 
tank  and  saw  smoke  and  steam  arising,  and 
I  said  to  my  fireman,  'Those  fellows  are 
here,  and  we  won't  be  delayed  any','  and  we 
rolled  on  down,  and  about  50  yards  north  of 
the  pump  house  I  applied  the  air,  and  I  felt 
the  train  budge  like  it  was  working  all 
right,  and  I  rolled  on  down  there  expecting 
252  to  be  on  the  side  track,  and  when  we  got 
down  a  little  farther  I  looked  on  the  passing 
track  and  did  not  see  anything  of  them. 
Well,  I  was  pulling  Mr.  McFall,  and  Shirk's 
train  was  No.  252,  and  I  expected  to  see 
Shirk's  train  on  the  siding,  but  I  did  not 
see  them,  and  I  thought  probably  they  were 
doubling  over  another  track,  and  by  that 
time  I  was  getting  up  near  the  tank,  and  I 
watched  for  them  and  did  not  see  them,  and 
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I  put  the  air  on,  and  then  looked  at  the 
order  board  and  saw  it  was  all  right,  and 
just  as  I  passed  the  order  board  I  came 
around  the  depot  and  struck  straight  track, 
and  I  saw  their  engine  right  ahead  of  me, 
and  it  looked  to  me  like  they  were  about 
150  yards  ahead  of  me,  or  not  so  far,  and 
that  scared  me,  and  I  put  on  the  air  and 
reversed  the  engine,  and  that  did  not  seem  to 
do  any  good  at  all,  and  we  run  on  down  and 
struck  them." 

He  further  testified  that  his  train  was 
running  about  25  miles  an  hour  as  it  passed 
the  mile  board,  "and  had  been  for  a  mile 
back,"  and  about  8  or  10  nfiles  an  hour  when 
it  struck  Shirk's  train,  and  thinks  that  he 
could  have  stopped  his  train  and  avoided 
the  collision  if  the  air  which  set  the  brakes 
had  "worked  all  right"  It  "worked  all 
right"  at  Hardy,  and  until  he  "got  in  sight" 
of  Shirk's  train,  and  then  failed,  and  the 
<!o11ision  followed. 

As  his  train  approached  Ravenden,  Mc- 
Fall  was  in  the  caboose  with  no  end  doors  or 
platform  and  no  cupola,  and  had  side  doors 
on  rollers.  Adams  testified:  "McFall  being 
in  the  caboose,  there  was  nothing  he  could 
have  done  in  the  way  of  signaling  me  after 
it  became  apparent  that  something  was 
wrong.  I  could  not  have  seen  him  from  the 
mile  board.  The  track  is  all  curves,  first 
one  way,  then  the  other.  In  the  curve  at 
Ravenden,  with  the  short  train  we  had,  I  do 
not  think  McFall  could  have  seen  the  engine, 
because  the  water  tank  and  depot  were  in 
the  way."  He  could  nave  set  the  brakes  by 
turning  the  air  cock,  for  the  purpose  of 
checking  the  train,  but  that  he  was  doing, 
and  could  do  more  effectually  than  McFall 
could  have  done. 

At  the  time  of  the  collision  McFall  was 
looking  out  of  the  side  door  of  his  caboose, 
when  the  sudden  stopping  of  the  train, 
•caused  by  the  collision,  caused  the  door  to 
•close  with  great  force  and  kill  him,  striking 
him  on  the  head. 

The  jury  returned  a  verdict  in  favor  of 
the  plaintiff  for  $6,000.  Judgment  was  ren- 
dered in  her  favor  for  that  amount,  and  the 
defendant  appealed. 

Messrs.  Jm.  F.  Parker  and  W.  J.  Orr, 

for  appellant: 

The  negligence  of  the  engineer  is  imputed 
to  the  conductor. 

Moore  v.  JoneSy  15  Tex.  Civ.  App.  391,  39 
S.  W.  593;  Minster  v.  Citizens*  R.  Co,  53 
Mo.  App.  276 ;  Evaits  v.  Atlantic  d  P.  R.  Co. 
^  Mo.  49;  8t.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  8.  R.  Co.  v. 
Morgart,  45  Ark.  318;  Pvne  Bluff  Water  do 
lAght  Co.  V.  Schneider,  62  Ark.  109,  33  L.  R. 
A.  366,  34  S.  W.  547;  Little  v.  Hackett,  116 
U.  S.  366,  29  L.  ed.  662,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  391 ; 
Thorogood  v.  Bryan,  8  C.  B.  116;  Maes  v. 
•69  L.  R,  A- 


Texas  d  N.  0.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  23 
S.  W.  725;  Hot  Springs  Street  R.  Co.  v, 
Hildreth,  72  Ark.  572,  82  S.  W.  245;  Cal- 
lahan V.  Sharp,  27  Hun,  85;  New  York,  L. 
E.  d  W.  R.  Co.  Y.  Steinhrenner,  47  N.  J.  L. 
161,  54  Am.  Rep.  126. 

Messrs.  J.  F.  Gautney  and  N.  F.  Iiamb 
for  appellee. 

Battle,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  th^ 
court: 

Assuming  that  the  collision  was  caused 
by  the  negligence  of  Adams,  the  engineer, 
was  such  imputable  to  McFall  T  In  Little  v. 
Hackett,  116  U.  S.  366,  29  L.  ed.  652,  6  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  391,  Mr.  Justice  Field,  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  court,  said:     "That  one 
cannot  recover  damages  for  an  injury  to  the 
commission  of  which  he  has  directly  contrib- 
uted,    is  a  rule  of  established  law  and  a 
principle  of  common  justice.     And  it  mat- 
ters not  whether  contribution  consists  in  his 
participation  in  the  direct  cause  of  the  in- 
jury, or  in  his  omission  of  duties  which,  if 
performed,  would  have  prevented  it."     In 
that  case  the  court  held:     "A  person  who 
hires  a  public  hack,  and  gives  the  driver  di- 
rections as  to  the  place  to  which  he  wishes 
to  be  conveyed,  but  exercises  no  other  con- 
trol over  the  conduct  of  the  driver,  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  his  acts  or  negligence,  or  pre- 
vented from  recovering  against  a  railroad 
company  for  injuries  suffered  from  a  col- 
lision of  its  train  with  the  hack,  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  both  the  managers  of  the 
train  and  of  the  driver."    The  court,  after 
a  review  of  many  cases  upon  the  subject, 
said:     "Those  on  a  hack  do  not  become  re- 
sponsible for  the  negligence  of  the  driver, 
if  they  exercise  no  control  over  him  further 
than   to   indicate   the   route   they  wish   to 
travel  or  the  places  to  which  they  wish  to 
go.    If  he  is  their  agent  so  that  his  negli- 
gence can  be  imputed  to  them  to  prevent 
their   recovery   against   a  third   party,   he 
must  be  their  agent  in  all  other  respects, 
so  far  as  the  management  of  the  carriage 
is   concerned;    and   responsibility   to   third 
parties  would  attach  to  them  for  injuries 
caused  by  his  negligence  in  the  course  of  his 
employment.      But,    as    we    have    already 
stated,    responsibility    cannot,    within    any 
recognized  rules  of  law,  be  fastened  upon 
one  who  has  in  no  way  interfered  with  and 
controlled  in  the  matter^causing  the  injury. 
From  the  simple  fact  of  hiring  the  carriage 
or  riding  in  it  no  such  liability  can  arise. 
The  party  hiring  or  riding  must  in  some 
way  have  co-operated  in  producing  the  in- 
jury complained   of  before   he   incurs   any 
liability  for  it." 

In  New  York,  L.  E.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Stein- 
brenner,  47  N.  J.  L.  161,  54  Am.  Rep.  126,  a 
leading  case,  in  which  there  is  a  long  review 
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of  authorities,  the  following  rule  is  laid 
down:  "A  passenger  in  a  hired  coach  may, 
by  words  or  conduct  at  the  time,  so  sanction 
or  encourage  a  special  act  of  rash  or  careless 
driving  as  to  commit  an  act  of  negligence 
which  will  debar  him  from  a  suit  against 
a  third  person  for  an  injury  resulting  from 
the  co-operating  negligence  of  both  parties. 
But  for  whatever  purpose  the  negligence  is 
invoked — whether  as  a  cause  of  action  for 
an  injury  done  by  the  driver,  or  as  contrib- 
utory negligence  to  bar  an  action  by  the 
passenger  against  a  third  person  for 
an  injury  sustained — the  negligence,  to  be 
imputed  to  the  passenger,  must  be  such  as 
arises  in  some  manner  from  his  own  conduct. 
The  negligence  of  the  driver,  without  some 
co-operating  negligence  on  his  part,  cannot 
be  imputed  to  the  passenger  in  virtue  of  the 
simple  act  of  hiring." 

Mr.  Beach,  in  his  work  on  Contributory 
Negligence,  says:  "The  general  rule  is  that, 
when  the  plaintiff's  own  want  of  ordinary 
care  is  a  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  he 
sustains,  he  cannot  recover  damages  from 
another  therefor.  But,  under  certain  excep- 
tional conditions,  ...  a  plaintiff  may 
be  legally  chargeable  with  the  negligence  of 
some  third  person,  which  is  imputed  to  him 
as  though  it  were  his  own.  In  this  partic- 
ular the  law  of  negligence  is  analogous  to 
the  general  principles  of  the  law  as  to  lia- 
bility, under  which  one  is  primarily  respon- 
sible for  his  own  acts,  and  only  secondarily 
for  the  acts  of  others,  as  e.  g.,  those  of  his 
servant  or  agent.  The  rule  upon  this  branch 
of  our  subject  is  that  the  contributory  neg- 
ligence of  third  persons  constitutes  a  valid 
defense  to  the  plaintiff's  action  onl^  when 
that  negligence  is  legally  imputable  to  the 
plaintiff.  There  must,  in  order  to  create 
this  imputability,  be  some  connection,  which 
the  law  recognizes,  between  the  plaintiff  and 
the  third  person,  from  which  the  legal  re- 
sponsibility may  arise.  The  negligence  of 
the  third  person  and  its  legal  imputability 
must  concur.  It  is  clear  that  there  is  no 
Justification  for  the  negligent  misconduct  of 


the  defendant  in  that  some  third  person,  a 
stranger,  was  also  in  the  wrong.  When  the 
defendant  pleads  the  negligence  of  a  party 
other  than  the  plaintiff  in  bar  of  the  action, 
it  must  appear,  not  only  that  such  third 
person  was  in  fault,  but  that  the  plaintiff 
ought  to  be  charged  with  that  fault."  Page 
142,  §  100. 

It  follows,  then,  that,  in  cases  where  the 
injured  and  negligent  do  not  sustain  to  each 
other  the  relations  of  master  and  servant,  or 
principal  and  agent,  or  other  relation  by 
which  alone  one  is  responsible  for  the  act 
of  the  other,  the  contributory  negligence  of 
a  third  person  will  not  be  imputed  to  the 
party  thereby  affected,  unless  he  was  at  the 
time  subject  to  the  control  of  the  injured 
person,  and  the  wrong — the  negligence — was 
committed  at  a  time  when  it  was  within  the 
power  of  such  person  to  prevent  it,  and  it 
was  -his  duty  to  do  so,  and  under  circum- 
stances which  indicated  that  he  assented  to 
or  acquiesced  in  the  wrong  by  his  failure  to 
interfere,  or  directed  it  to  be  done;  and 
that,  when  the  conditions  are  reversed,  the 
reverse  is  true, — it  will  be  imputed. 

T^e  engineer  of  a  railroad  train  is  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  selected  on  account  of 
his  fitness  for  the  position  he  fills.  Being 
qualified,  it  is  not  the  duty  of  the  conductor 
to  keep  him  under  his  constant  supervision. 
In  the  discharge  of  his  duties  the  engineer 
must  be  left  to  a  large  extent  to  the  exercise 
of  his  own  judgment.  There  was  no  evidence 
in  this  case  tending  to  prove  that  Engineer 
Adams  was  not,  before  the  collision  of  his 
train  at  Ravenden,  careful  and  competent  for 
the  discharge  of  his  duties,  or  that  Mc- 
Fall,  his  conductor,  had  reason  to  believe 
that  he  was  not. 

The  jury,  in  returning  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff,  necessarily  found  that  the 
negligence  of  Adams  was  not  imputable  to 
McFall,  and  that  McFall  was  not  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence.  The  evidence 
sufficient  to  sustain  their  findings. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


IDAHO  SUPREME  COURT, 


Charles  A.  McDONALD,    Sheriff   of    Clark 
County, 

V. 

Edwin   DOUST. 

( Idaho ) 

•1.  Section  1  of  article  18  of  tltc  Con- 
atltntloA  recognizes  the  counties  organized 
and  existing  at  the  date  of  Its  adoption,  and 
^Headnotes  by  Ailshi,  J. 


it  Is  not  within  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  destroy  or  abolish  such  governmental  or* 
ganizations. 

2.  Acta  Inconalstent  with  the  aplrlt  of 
the  ConatltiitloA  are  as  much  prohibited 
by  its  terms  as  are  acts  specifically  ennmer 
ated  and  forbidden  therein. 

8.  Aet  of  the  IcfflBlatiire  approved 
Febmarr  28,  1905,  entitled  «*An  Act  to 
Abolish  the  County  of  Kootenai   with 


NoTB.— As  to  power  of  legislature  to  divide 
counties  or  towns,  and  erect  new  counties  or 
towns,  see,  in  this  series,  People  ex  rel.  Hen- 
derson V.  Westchester  County,  30  L.  R.  A.  74. 

As  to  power  of  legislature  to  change  county 
6f>  L.  R.  A. 


Mc 


from  one  Judicial   circuit  to  another, 
Galley  v.  Tennessee,  46  L.  R.  A.  567. 

As  to  constitutionality  of  special  act  chang- 
ing location  of  county  seat,  see  Edmunds  t. 
Uerbrandson,  14  L.  R.  A.  723. 
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lo  the  State  of  Idaho,  and  Create  and  Orymn- 
Ize  tbe  Counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark  within 
Said  State,  Define  the  Boundaries  Thereof, 
and  Locate  the  County  Seats  of  Lewis  and 
Clark  Counties,  Apportion  the  Debt  of  Koo- 
tenai County,  between  Lewis  and  Clark 
Counties,  and  to  Provide  for  the  Appointment 
of  Officers  in  Said  Lewis  and  Clark  Counties, 
and  for  Transcribing  a  Portion  of  the  Rec- 
ords of  Clark  County,  and  to  Constitute  Said 
Counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark  a  Part  of  the 
Pirst  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of 
Idaho/' — Is  unconstitutional  and  void,  in 
that  It  attempts  to  abolish  and  destroy  an 
organised  county  of  the  state. 

(Iday  12,  1906.) 

APPLICATION  for  a  writ  of  mandamus 
to  compel  defendant  to  deliver  to  plain- 
tiff the  office  records  and  property  in  de- 
fendant's possession  as  former  sheriff  of 
Kootenai  Ck>unt7.    Alternative  writ  quashed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Edwin  MoBee,  Exra  Whitla, 
C.  W.  Beale,  Herman.  H.  Taylor,  and 
MoClear  A  Bnrgan  for  petitioner. 

On  rehearing,  Messrs,  Henry  Z.  Jolin- 
son  and  W.  £•  Borali  also  for  petitioner. 

Messrs.  Fremont  Wood,  Bdsar  WU- 
eon,  and  Charles  Im  Heltman,  for  defend- 
ant: 

The  legislature  cannot  abolish  a  county 
or  a  county  government. 

The  constitutional  recognition  of  the 
counties  in  existence  at  the  time  that  the 
state  was  admitted  into  the  Union  precludes 
the  right  of  the  legislature  thereafter  to 
abolish  them. 

Idaho  Const,  art.  18,  §  1 ;  People  ex  rel, 
Lincoln  County  v.  George,  3  Idaho,  72,  26 
Pac.  983;  James  County  v.  Hamilton  Coun- 
ty, 89  Tenn.  237,  14  S.  W.  601. 

The  legislature  cannot  remove  the  county 
seat  from  Rathdrum  to  Coeur  d'Alene,  as 
provided  in  this  act,  without  a  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  |  2  of  art.  18  of 
the  state  Constitution. 

People  ew  rel.  Stephenson  v.  Marshall,  12 
111.  391 ;  Craig  v.  Missouri,  4  Pet.  410,  7  L. 
ed.  903;  James  County  v.  Hamilton  County, 
89  Tenn.  237,  14  8.  W.  601. 

In  considering  and  expounding  provisions 
extending  to  constitutional  guaranties,  the 
courts  have  never  considered  the  extent  of 
the  in'fringement,  the  only  question  being 
whether  or  not  there  was  any  infringement, 
even  the  slightest. 

Spring  Valley  Watencorks  v.  San  Fran- 
cisco, 124  Fed.  601 ;  Boyd  v.  United  States, 
116  U.  S.  616,  29  L.  ed.  746,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
524;  Monongahela  Nav.  Co.  v.  United  States, 
148  U.  S.  329,  37  L.  ed.  469,  13  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  622. 

Allabie,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  original  application  by  the 
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plaintiff,  praying  for  the  issuance  of  a  writ 
of  mandate.  The  plaintiff  alleges  that  at 
the  general  election  held  in  November,  1904, 
the  defendant,  Edwin  Doust,  was  duly 
elected  sheriff  of  the  county  of  Kootenai, 
and  thereafter  qualified  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  such  sheriff; 
that  thereafter  the  legislature  passed  an  act 
abolishing  the  county  of  Kootenai,  and  creat- 
ing the  counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark,  and 
that  by  the  provisions  of  the  act  the  govern- 
or was  authorized  and  directed  to  appoint 
county  officers  for  each  of  the  new  counties, 
and  that,  in  accordance  therewith,  he  ap- 
pointed the  plaintiff  as  sheriff  of  the  county 
of  Clark,  and  that  plaintiff  immediately  en- 
tered upon  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as 
such  sheriff,  and  demanded  of  the  defendant, 
as  the  former  sheriff  of  Kootenai  county, 
that  he  deliver  over  to  plaintiff  the  records, 
money,  property,  and  prisoners  within  his 
care  and  custody,  belonging  to  the  county 
of  Clark;  and  that  the  defendant  refuses  so 
to  do.  The  defendant  demurred  to  the  peti^ 
tion,  and  at  the  same  time  answered,  and 
under  both  his  demurrer  and  answer  urges 
that  the  act  abolishing  Kootenai  county  and 
creating  the  counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark  is 
unconstitutional  and  void.  The  act  in  ques- 
tion was  approved  on  the  28th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1905,  and  is  entitled  "An  Act  to  Abolish 
the  County  of  Kootenai  within  the  State  of 
Idaho,  and  Create  and  Organize  the  Counties 
of  Lewis  and  Clark  within  Said  State,  Define 
the  Boundaries  Thereof,  and  Locate  the  Coun- 
ty Seats  of  Lewis  and  Clark  Counties,  Appor- 
tion the  Debt  of  Kootenai  County,  between 
Lewis  and  Clark  Counties,  and  to  Provide 
for  the  Appointment  of  Officers  in  Said 
Lewis  and  Clark  Counties,  and  for  Transcrib- 
ing a  Portion  of  the  Records  of  Clark  Coun- 
ty, and  to  Constitute  said  Counties  of  Lewis 
and  Clark  a  Part  of  the  First  Judicial  Dis- 
trict of  the  State  of  Idaho."  Section  1  of 
the  act  is  as  follows:  "The  county  of 
Kootenai  in  the  state  of  Idaho,  shall  be  and 
is  hereby  abolished,  and  the  county  of  Lewis 
and  the  county  of  Clark  in  said  state  are 
hereby  created,  and  said  counties  of  Lewis 
and  Clark  shall  embrace  all  the  territory 
heretofore  included  within  the  boundary  of 
said  Kootenai  county."  By  the  further  pro- 
visions of  the  act,  the  territory  comprising 
Kootenai  county  is  divided  between  the  two 
new  counties,  and  the  county  seat  of  Lewis 
county  is  established  at  Sand  point,  and  that 
of  Clark  at  Coeur  d'Alene  city.  It  contains 
an  emergency  clause  whereby  the  act  goes  in- 
to effect  immediately  upon  its  approval,  and 
the  governor  is  directed  to  appoint  officers 
for  the  two  counties  within  ten  days  after 
the  approval  of  the  act;  but  there  is  no 
provision  in  the  bill  for  the  continuation  or 
carrying  on  of  county  government  from  the 
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time  the  act  goes  into  effect  until  the  new 
officers  qualify.  By  §  1  of  this  act  the  coun- 
ty of  Kootenai  is  abolished,  and  from  the 
identical  territory  formerly  constituting 
and  comprising  that  county  two  counties  are 
created,  to  be  known  as  Lewis  and  Clark, 
respectively.  To  my  mind  the  controlling, 
and  in  fact  the  only  serious,  question  in  this 
case  is  the  power  of  the  legislature  to  abol- 
ish and  destroy  a  county  existing  at  the 
time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution.  If 
this  question  be  resolved  in  favor  of  the 
exercise  of  such  power,  then,  in  my  judg- 
ment, the  act  under  consideration  must 
stand.  If  such  power  does  not  exist,  then 
the  act  is  unconstitutional  and  void. 

Article  IS  of  the  Constitution  is  entitled 
"County  Organization."  Section  1  of  that 
article  reads:  "The  several  counties  of  the 
territory  of  Idaho,  as  they  now  exist,  are 
hereby  recognized  as  legal  subdivisions  of 
this  state."  Section  2  of  the  same  article 
provides  that  "no  county  seat  shall  be  re- 
moved unless  upon  petition  of  a  majority  of 
the  qualified  electors  of  the  county,  and  im- 
less  two  thirds  of  the  qualified  electors  of 
the  county,  voting  on  the  proposition  at  a 
general  election,  shall  vote  in  favor  of  such 
removal."  Section  3  of  the  same  article 
provides  that  no  county  shall  be  divided, 
and  the  portion  cut  off  be  attached  to  an- 
other county,  without  first  submitting  the 
question  to  a  vote  of  the  people  in  the  por- 
tion to  be  detached.  By  §4  it  is  provided 
that  "no  new  county  shall  be  established 
which  shall  reduce  any  county  to  an  area  of 
less  than  400  square  miles.  .  .  .■  Nor 
shall  any  new  county  be  formed,  which  shall 
have  an  area  of  less  than  400  square  miles." 
The  only  instance  in  which  these  provisions 
of  the  Constitution  have  been  directly  un- 
der consideration  by  this  court  was  in 
People  ex  rel,  Lincoln  County  ▼.  Oeorge,  3 
Idaho,  72,  26  Pac.  983.  In  that  case  three 
separate  opinions  were  filed  by  the  justices 
of  this  court.  Mr.  Justice  Huston,  in  his 
concurring  opinion,  held  that  the  legislature 
was  without  the  power  or  authority,  imder 
the  Constitution,  to  abolish  a  county.  Mr. 
Justice  Morgan,  who  filed  the  principal  ma- 
jority opinion,  held  that  the  act  of  the  legis- 
lature creating  and  establishing  the  coun- 
ties of  Alta  and  Lincoln  from  the  identical 
territory  formerly  constituting  Alturas  and 
Logan  was  a  palpable  evasion  of  the  Consti- 
tution, by  doing  in  an  indirect  manner  that 
which  the  Constitution  forbids  being  done 
directly;  and  that  the  evasion  consisted  in 
the  attempt  to  cut  off  a  portion  of  one  coun- 
ty and  attach  it  to  another  county  without 
submitting  the  question  to  a  vote  of  the  peo- 
ple affected  thereby.  Chief  Justice  Sullivan, 
dissenting  from  the  views  announced  by  the 
majority  of  the  court,  expressed  the  opinion 
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that  the  legislature  had  plenary  power  la 
both  the  abolition  and  creation  of  counties. 
It  is  true  that  several  cases  have  been  before 
our  court  involving  acts  abolishing  old  and 
creating  new  counties,  but  in  none  of  those- 
cases  has  the  question  here  involved  been 
directly  in  issue  or  squarely  passed  upon  by 
our  court.  In  Doan  v.  Logan  County, 
3  Idaho,  38,  28  Pac  167,  it  was  held  that  § 
2  art.  18,  of  the  Constitution,  does  not  apply^ 
to  the  location  of  a  county  seat  consequent 
upon  the  creation  of  a  new  county.  In 
\yrxght  V.  Kelley,  4  Idaho,  624,  43  Pac.  565,. 
the  court  declined  to  pass  upon  the  constitu- 
tionality of  an  act  of  the  legislature  creating 
Blaine  county  on  the  ground  ths4  such  ques- 
tion could  not  be  raised  upon  application  for 
writ  of  mandate  by  a  private  party.  Iik 
Bellevue  Water  Co.  v.  Stockslager,  4  Idaho, 
636,  43  Pac.  568,  it  was  held  that  the  consti- 
tutionality of  an  act  creating  Blaine  countv^ 
could  not  be  tested  upon  application  of  a 
private  party  for  a  writ  of  prohibition.  In 
Blaine  County  v.  Heard,  5  Idaho,  6,  45  Pac. 
890,  it  was  held  that  the  court  could  not 
examine  the  legislative  journals  for  the 
purpose  of  ascertaining  the  motives  of  the 
legislature  for  the  passage  of  an  act.  Tlie- 
opinion  in  that  case  concludes  by  saying  that 
the  act  establishing  Blaine  county  is  con- 
stitutional, but  that  expression  seems  to- 
have  followed  from  the  court's  conclusion 
that  it  could  not  examine  into  the  legisla- 
tive motive,  rather  than  from  any  other 
point  considered.  It  is  evident  from  that 
opinion  that  the  court  did  not  consider  or 
pass  upon  the  constitutional  authority  of 
the  legislature  to  abolish  a  county.  This  i» 
clearly  apparent  when  we  remember  that 
the  w^riter  o£  this  latter  opinion  had  stated 
his  position  in  People  ex  rel,  Lincoln  Coun- 
ty V.  Oeorge  that  a  county  could  not  be 
abolished  by  legislative  act.  In  People  ex 
rel  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Alturas  County ,  6  Idaho,. 
418,  44  L.  R.  A.  122,  55  Pac.  1067,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  the  act  establishing  Blaine 
county  was  sustained  by  reason  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  and  no 
other  point  was  passed  upon  in  the  case. 
From  the  foregoing  it  is  fair  to  say  that 
in  this  state  there  is  no  expression  which 
has  the  approval  of  a  majority  of  the  court, 
as  constituted  at  the  time,  upon  the  iden- 
tical question  imder  consideration.^  The 
nearest  approach,  as  above  stated,  was  in 
the  Oeorge  Case;  and  there  we  have  one  of 
the  learned  justices  saying  the  legislature 
could  not  abolish  a  county,  and  the  other 
saying  that  it  could  do  so,  and  the  third 
holding  that  that  particular  question  was  . 
not  material  to  the  determination  of  the 
case  under  consideration.  In  this  state  of 
opinion  as  heretofore  expressed  by  this 
court,  I  have  felt  at  liberty,  as  well  as  im- 
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pelled  by  duty,  to  make  an  independent  ex- 
amination of  this  question,  and,  in  the  light 
of  our  Constitution,  to  determine,  if  possi- 
ble, the  purposes  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stittktion,  and  the  people  in  its  adoption, 
with  reference  to  the  creation,  organization, 
dissolution,  and  destruction  of  counties. 

At  the  outset  there  are  a  few  propositions 
which  are  conceded,  and. the  statement  of 
which  will  simplify  the  question  and  limit 
our  research.  Under  the  foregoing  provi- 
sions of  the  Constitution,  we  find:  (1)  No 
county  seat  can  be  removed  except  upon  a 
vote  of  the  people  and  two  thirds  of  the 
qualified  electors  voting  in  favor  of  the  re- 
moval; (2)  no  part  of  any  county  can  be 
cut  off  and  attached  to  another  county  with- 
out a  majority  of  the  people  in  the  territory 
to  be  cut  off  voting  in  favor  thereof;  (3)  no 
new  county  can  be  established  which  will 
reduce  an  old  county  to  an  area  of  less  than 
400  square  miles ;  ( 4 )  no  new  coimty  can  be 
created  which  shall  have  an  area  of  less 
than  400  square  miles;  (5)  the  legislature 
may  create  new  counties.  The  act  under 
consideration,  if  it  is  valid  legislation,  abol- 
ished the  county  of  Kootenai,  destroyed  all 
county  government  therein,  and,  of  course, 
abolished  the  seat  of  county  government. 
The  same  act  and  same  section  created  two 
new  counties  out  of  the  same  territory,  and 
gave  them  two  new  names,  viz.,  Lewis  and 
Clark.  The  object  to  be  attained  was  to 
have  two  counties  where  one  formerly  exist- 
ed«  There  is  no  one  questions  in  this  case 
but  that  the  l^slature  had  the  power  to 
create  the  county  of  Lewis,  and  establish  the 
county  seat  thereof  at  Sandpoint,  had  they 
left  the  remainder  of  the  territory  organ- 
ized as  Kootenai  county,  with  the  county 
seat  at  Rathdrum,  as  it  had  previously  ex- 
isted. It  is  also  admitted  that,  had  they 
not  abolished  Kootenai  county,  and  reorgan- 
ized the  county  containing  the  old  county 
seat,  the  legislature  would  have  been  pow- 
erless, under  the  Constitution,  art.  18,  §  2, 
to  establish  the  coimty  seat  at  C<Bur  d'Alene 
for  the  same  county  in  which  the  old  county 
seat,  Rathdrum,  was  located.  Now,  then,  is 
it  possible,  by  saying  they  abolished  the 
county,  and  by  the  same  act  reorganized  the 
territory  containing  the  old  county  seat  un- 
der a  new  name,  with  the  county  seat  at  an- 
other town,  they  could  accomplish  the  ends 
forbidden  by  the  Constitution,  and  thereby 
circumvent  its  operation?  The  purpose  of 
creating  and  organizing  coimties  is  to  obtain 
for  the  people  local  and  county  government. 
That  government  is  as  effective  and  opera- 
tive, we  take  it,  under  one  county  name  as 
another.  The  Constitution  was  adopted  for 
the  establishment  and  in  aid  and  further- 
ance of  government,  and  not  for  the  disor- 
ganization and  abolition  of  government.  The 
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supreme  court  of  Tennessee,  in  James  Coun- 
ty V.  Hamilton  County,  89  Tenn.  237,  14  8. 
W.  601,  in  discussing  somewhat  similar  pro- 
visions of  the  Tennessee  Constitution  to 
those  of  our  Constitution  with  reference  to 
the  creation  and  organization  of  counties  and 
the  removal  of  county  seats,  said:  "From  it 
[the  Constitution],  it  is  clearly  manifest, 
the  authority,  and  only  authority,  conferred, 
is  to  build  up,  and  not  to  pull  down.  It  is 
equally  apparent  that  it  never  occurred  to 
the  framers  that  a  county  could  be  de- 
stroyed or  dissolved  by  an  arbitrary  act  of 
the  legislature.  The  expression  of  the  one 
thing  is  the  exclusion  of  the  other.  If  t^e 
Constitution  is  so  careful  of  the  rights  of 
old  counties  in  taking  from  them  fractions 
to  form  new  counties, — if  it  is  so  watch- 
ful of  the  rights  of  citizens  in  county  seats, 
— it  follows  that  it  is  also  jealous  of  any 
power  that  might  utterly  destroy  old  coun- 
ties," as  the  passage  of  the  act  before  us. 

We  are  cited  to  §  2,  art.  1,  of  the  Consti- 
tution, where  it  is  recited  that  "no  special 
privileges  or  immunities  shall  ever  be  grant- 
ed that  may  not  be  altered,  revoked,  or  re- 
pealed by  the  legislature,"  as  authority  for 
the  legislature  abolishing  a  county.  Now, 
it  must  be  apparent  at  once  that  a  county 
organization  or  county  government  is 
neither  a  special  privilege  nor  special  im- 
munity. On  the  other  hand,  it  is  a  funda- 
mental governmental  right,  recognized  and 
adopted  by  the  Constitution  ( §  1,  art.  1 ) , 
and  rests  with  the  people  ( §  2,  art.  1 ) ,  and 
cannot  be  abrogated  or  alienated  by  legisla- 
tive act.  It  is  true,  the  manner  of  organi- 
zation and  exercise  of  that  power  are  the 
subjects  of  legislative  control  ( §  5,  art.  18 ) , 
but  the  dissolution  of  government  does  not, 
under  our  Constitution,  rest  with  the  legis- 
lature. At  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
Constitution,  all  the  territory  of  the  state, 
comprising  over  84,000  square  miles,  was 
then  organized  into  18  counties,  and  those 
counties  were  recognized  as  legal  subdivi- 
sions of  the  state  (§1,  art.  18) ;  and  by  the 
very  terms  of  that  document  it  was  made 
possible  to  increase  the  then  existing  num- 
ber of  counties,  as  the  population  and 
wealth  of  the  state  might  increase,  to  the 
maximum  number  of  212  counties.  This 
would  indicate  that  the  Constitution  con- 
templated growth,  and  not  dissolution.  The 
Constitution  was  framed  and  adopted  as  the 
organic  law  on  which  to  build  a  common- 
wealth, and  not  as  a  sanction  for  the  de- 
struction of  what  we  already  had.  The 
thoughts  and  hopes  of  the  people  who  adopt- 
ed that  document  were  centered  on  a  future 
filled  with  the  progress  and  development 
time  is  bringing  us.  Not  a  thou<?ht  was  en- 
tertained of  ever  giving  up  wliat  we  then 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


224 


Idaho  Supreme  Ck>UBT. 


Mat, 


had,  and  destroying  the  local  county  govern- 
ments that  were  recognized  by  §  1  of  article 
18. 

There  is  no  middle  ground  on  this  propo- 
sition. The  legislature  either  can  or  can- 
not abolish  a  county.  If  they  can  do  so  at 
all,  they  can  do  so  unconditionally  and  with- 
out limitation,  except  as  controlled  by  §  4, 
art.  18.  The  power  vested  in  the  legislature 
to  create  counties  may  be  exercised,  or  not, 
as  they  see  fit.  There  exists  no  authority 
by  which  they  can  be  compelled  to  exercise 
such  power.  If  the  power  to  abolish  coun- 
ties exists  at  all,  it  exists  freed  from  all 
conditions,  and  independent  of  the  power  to 
create  counties.  If  these  respective  powers 
each  exist,  they  are  absolute  and  independ- 
ent of  each  other,  and  the  legislature  might 
abolish  any  one  or  all  of  the  counties  of  the 
state  without  creating  any  county  or  coun- 
ties to  take  their  place,  and,  thereby  leave 
the  people  without  any  local  or  county  gov- 
ernment at  all.  The  mere  statement  of  this 
proposition  refutes  the  assumption  on  which 
it  rests.     No  such  thing  can  be  done. 

It  seems  to  me  that  the  authority  granted 
by  the  Constitution  to  create  "new  counties" 
does  not  mean  to  reorganize  an  old  county 
under  a  new  name.  It  must  mean  a  new 
county,  an  additional  county,  and  not  a  re- 
organization, rebounding,  or  renaming  of  an 
old  county.  This  is  the  view  entertained  by 
Justice  Morgan  in  the  Oeorge  Case,  where 
he  said:  ''I  think  the  creation  of  a  new 
county  under  the  proviso  in  this  section 
must  be  held  to  be  the  creation  of  an  addi- 
tional county,  which  the  legislature  may  do 
out  of  any  territory  it  may  see  fit,  and  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  people."  What  could  be 
the  necessity  for  creating  a  new  county, 
where  the  people  already  have  a  county  and 
county  government,  unless  it  be  the  creation 
of  an  additional  county  out  of  territory 
taken  from  one  or  more  old  counties?  No 
advantage  can  be  derived  to  the  people  by 
the  reorganization  or  re-creation  of  an  old 
county,  for  the  reason  that  by  S  6,  art.  18, 
county  government  must  be  uniform 
throughout  the  state,  and  therefore  no  ad- 
vantage can  be  acquired  to  the  people  by 
wiping  from  the  map  one  county,  and  re- 
placing the  same  county  and  county  govern- 
ment by  another  county  exercising  the  same 
powers  and  authority  as  the  old.  The  Con- 
stitution never  contemplated  any  vain  or 
useless  thing.  Acts  inconsistent  with  the 
spirit  of  that  document  are  as  much  pro- 
hibited by  its  terms  as  are  acts  directly 
enumerated  and  forbidden  therein.  Is  it 
possible  that  the  frame rs  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  the  people  in  its  adoption,  meant 
to  prohibit  the  removal  of  a  county  seat 
without  a  two-thirds  vote  of  the  people,  and 
to  prohibit  the  cutting  off  of  territory  with- 
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out  a  vote  of  the  people  in  the  territory  to 
be  cut  off,  and  to  prohibit  the  reduction  of 
a  county  below  400  square  miles,  and  yet  in- 
tended that  a  county  might  be  entirely  de- 
stroyed and  blotted  out  at  the  legislative 
will  ?  I  am  convinced  that  no  such  proposi- 
tion was  ever  intended  or  contemplated  by 
either  the  framers  of  the  Constitution,  or 
the  people  in  its  adoption.  If  the  Consti- 
tution recognized  the  counties  in  the  state 
as  they  existed  at  the  time  of  our  admission, 
and  then  prohibited  any  of  the  acts  enu- 
merated above,  and  so  guarded  the  organ- 
ization and  integrity  of  a  county,  is  it  pos- 
sible that  they  still  meant  that  by  a  single 
act  of  the  legislature  a  county  might  be 
wiped  out  of  existence?  Suppose  some  coun- 
ty should  80  far  forget  itself  as  to  elect  a 
set  of  officers  distasteful  to  the  powers  that 
dictate  political  fortunes,  and  the  legisla- 
ture should  suddenly  conclude  that  the  coun- 
ty ought,  as  a  matter  of  political  expedi- 
ency, to  be  abolished,  and  a  new  county  or- 
ganized from  the  same  territory,  and  new 
officers  appointed,  who  would  conform  to 
their  ideas  of  government,  with  the  county 
seat  in  a  neighboring  town;  is  it  possible 
that  such  an  act  would  be  within  the  pur- 
view of  the  Constitution  T     I  think  not. 

The  counties  created  and  recognized  by 
the  Constitution  find  the  authority  for  their 
existence  in  a  higher  power  than  the  legis- 
lature. That  authority  comes  directly  from 
the  people, — from  the  same  power  that 
makes  legislatures.  A  strange  anomaly 
would  exist,  anyway,  if  we  recognized  the 
power  of  the  legislature,  under  our  Consti- 
tution, to  abolish  counties.  Senators  and 
representatives  are  elected  by  counties.  The 
people  of  a  county  may  be  entitled  to  a  half 
dozen  representatives  and  a  senator,  which 
they  elect  and  send  to  the  legislature  to  rep- 
resent their  county,  not  to  destroy  it;  but 
as  soon  as  they  arrive  they  get  a  bill 
through,  carrying  an  emergency  clause,  abol- 
ishing the  county  they  represent.  What 
county  will  they  represent  thereafter?  Can 
they  legislate  their  county  out  of  represen- 
tation? Or  can  they  by  legislative  dictum 
constitute  themselves  the  representatives  of 
the  new  counties?  Or  suppose  they  abolish 
their  county,  and  create  none  in  its  stead; 
where  will  they  be?  Who  will  they  there- 
after represent?  These  are  questions  which 
present  themselves  as  soon  as  we  ent.^r  this 
field  of  inquiry.  And,  indeed,  they  pass  be- 
yond the  mere  speculative  and  become  actu- 
alities the  moment  it  is  admitted  that  the 
power  to  abolish  counties  exists  at  all. 

Aside  from  the  cases  I  have  reviewed 
from  our  own  court,  I  have  been  unable  to 
find  any  decision  passing  upon  similar  con- 
stitutional provisions  and  a  similar  state  of 
facts  to  those  involved  in  the  case  at  b«r» 
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except  People  ex  reL  Btephenaon  v.  Marshall, 
12  111.  301,  and  James  County  v.  Hamilton 
County,  89  Tenn.  237,  14  S.  W.  601.  Taese 
two  cases  pass  upon  very  similar  facts  and 
constitutional  provisions  to  those  under 
consideration  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  sustain 
the  conclusion  at  which  we  have  arrived. 
Re  Division  of  Howard  County,  15  Kan.  194. 
State  «^  rel,  Bradford  v.  Hamilton,  40  Kan. 
323,  19  Pac.  723,  State  ex  rel,  Rohh  v.  Kiowa 
County,  41  Kan.  630,  21  Pac.  601,  and  Port- 
wood  V.  Montgomery  County,  62  Miss.  623, 
cited  by  petitioner,  are  not  in  point  in 
this  ease.  Neither  Kansas  nor  Mississippi 
have  constitutional  provisions  at  all  simi- 
lar to  those  sections  of  our  article  18,  which 
recognize  the  counties  existing  at  the  time 
of  the  adoption  of  the  (institution,  and  the 
further  provisions  relating  to  the  creation 
of  new  counties,  division  of  counties,  and 
change  of  county  seats.  It  will  be  further 
observed,  from  an  examination  of  those  au- 
thorities, that  what  is  there  said  with  ref- 
erence to  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
abolish  a  county  consists  principally  in  the 
mere  statements  of  the  court  that  such  pow- 
er exists,  without  giving  any  reason  there- 
for, as  found  within  the  constitutional  pro- 
visions of  those  states. 

I  have  considered  this  question  somewhat 
at  length,  for  the  reason  that,  as  I  view  the 
matter,  our  determination  of  this  case  may 
have  a  far-reaching  effect  upon  the  future 
organization  of  counties  in  this  state.  There 
is  still  enough  territory  in  the  state  for 
the  creation  of  190  ^ew  counties  of  the  con- 
stitutional area.  This  question  must  neces- 
sarily agitate  every  succeeding  legislature, 
and  I  believe  the  lawmakers  and  the  people 
have  a  right  to  know  the  opinion  of  the 
court  upon  these  various  provisions  of  the' 
Constitution  with  reference  to  the  creation 
of  counties.  A  right  determination  of  this 
question  is  of  vast  importance  to  the  peo- 
ple of  the  state  and  future  legislation  which 
may  be  had  on  this  subject.  It  is  always 
wiUi  great  reluctance  that  the  courts  hold 
an  act  of  the  legislature  void,  but  the  Con- 
stitution is  neither  the  production  of  the 
legislature  nor  the  courts,  and  is  as  manda- 
tory upon  the  one  as  the  other.  It  emanat- 
ed directly  from  the  people,  and  its  man- 
dates are  supreme,  and  must  be  obeyed  by 
every  branch  of  the  state  government.  We 
must  apply  it  as  we  find  it,  and  not  as  it 
might  have  been. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that 
(  consider  the  act  under  consideration  in 
violation  of  the  Constitution.  It  is  so  held, 
•"'  the  inrit  toill  he  quashed  and  the  pro- 
ceeding dismissed. 

BvUiTan,   J.,   concurs. 
•9L.ILA. 


Stookslaser,  Ch.  J.,  dissenting: 
The  authority  of  the  legislature  to  create 
two  new  counties  out  of  the  territory  com- 
prising one  county  is  the  constitutional 
question  before  this  court  for  determination. 
There  was  no  attempt  on  the  part  of  the 
legislature,  in  the  act  under  consideration, 
to  cover  up  or  conceal  the  purpose  of  the 
act.  After  weeks  of  patient  work  in  the 
committees,  the  act  creating  Lewis  and 
Clark  counties  out  of  the  territory  then 
comprising  Kootenai  county  was  reported 
favorably,  passed  both  houses  by  a  large 
majority  vote,  and  was  promptly  signed  by 
the  chief  executive  of  the  state.  It  is  a 
matter  of  public  history,  shown  by  the  map 
of  the  state,  that  Kootenai  county  is  larger 
in  square  miles  than  some  of  the  New  Eng- 
land states.  It  is  also  shown  by  the  rec- 
ords of  the  state  that  Kootenai  county  has 
the  wealth,  square  miles,  and  population 
out  of  which  two  counties  may  be  created, 
with  more  wealth,  area,  and  population  than 
many  of  the  coimties  of  the  state  as  they 
now  exist.  It  is  also  true  that  Rathdrum, 
the  county  seat  of  Kootenai  county,  is  locat- 
ed near  the  western  line  of  the  county,  and 
very  inconvenient  to  a  large  majority  of  the 
taxpayers  of  the  county.  It  is  also  true 
that  the  county  buildings  and  property  at 
Rathdrum  are  not  peijnanent  or  valuable, 
and  that  the  loss  to  the  taxpayers  by  rea- 
son of  the  removal  of  the  county  seat  from 
Rathdrum,  or  its  location^  elsewhere,  would 
be  trifling.  All  these  questions  were  before 
the  lawmaking  power  of  the  state,  and  ably 
presented  by  learned  counsel  for  both  fac- 
tions to  the  controversy.  It  is  evident  from 
the  act  passed  that  the  legislature  believed 
that  the  better  interests  of  all  the  people 
of  Kootenai  county  would  be  best  served  by 
the  division  of  the  county,  and  location  of 
the  county  seat  of  Lewis  county  at  Sand- 
point,  and  that  of  Clark  county  at  Cceur 
d'Alene  city. 

Unless  the  legislature  has  exceeded  its 
powers  in  the  passage  of  this  act,  it  should 
stand  as  the  law  of  the  state,  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  only  question  in  the  case. 
It  must  be  conceded  that  the  Constitution 
of  this  state,  as  well  as  that  of  every  state 
in  the  union,  vests  large  discriminating 
powers  in  the  legislature;  and,  unless  there 
is  a  direct  and  positive  prohibition  in  the 
Constitution,  the  acts  of  the  legislature 
should  be  upheld  by  the  courts.  As  I  view 
the  Constitution,  there  is  nothing  that  pro- 
hibits the  legislature  from  doing  just  what 
is  shown  by  this  act;  and,  as  I  read  the 
decisions  of  this  court  in  the  numerous 
cases  that  have  been  before  it  since  the  adop- 
tion of  our  Constitution,  directly  bearing 
on  the  constitutionality  of  an  act  creating 
new  counties,  I  am  unable  to^fiod  any  lof 
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them  that  would  not  have  upheld  a  law 
similar  to  the  one  under  consideration.  I 
cannot  see  the  force  of  the  plea  of  sacred- 
ness  in  the  name  of  "Kootenai  county,"  or 
"Rathdrum"  as  its  county  seat.  The  same 
plea  was  entered  for  old  Alturas  county,  and 
Hailey  as  the  county  seat,  in  People  ex  rel 
Lincoln  County  v.  George,  referred  to  in  the 
majority  opinion;  and  whilst  the  writer  of 
this  opinion  was  a  resident  of  Hailey,  Al- 
turas county,  at  the  time  of  the  litigation 
above  referred  to,  he  has  never  changed  his 
residence.  He  now  lives  at  Hailey,  Blaine 
county.  Alturas  county  was  cut  up  and 
parceled  out  to  Elmore  and  Logan  counties, 
and  one  portion  left,  with  the  name  of 
"Blaine  county,"  with  Hailey  as  the  coun- 
ty seat  Yet  my  associates  say  that  this 
court  has  never  passed  upon  the  question 
now  before  the  court.  If  the  entire  impor- 
tance of  the  question  before  us  is  involved 
in  the  location  of  the  county  seat,  then  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Lincoln  County  v.  Oeorge  gives  us 
no  light,  as  less  than  half  of  the  territory 
formerly  belonging  to  Alturas  county  re- 
mains in  Blaine,  with  Hailey  as  the  county 
seat.  I  do  not  attach  so  much  importance 
to  the  sacredness  of  the  name  for  a  county 
seat,  nor  do  I  believe  that  any  town  has  a 
vested  right  to  remain  the  county  seat  of  a 
county  when  conditions  have  so  changed  that 
the  interests  of  a  large  majority  of  the  peo- 
ple demand  a  change.  I  also  believe  that  it 
was  the  intentio^  of  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution to  vest  the  legislature  with  power 
to  meet  and  provide  the  people  with  such 
changes  as  might  seem  best  for  their  inter- 
ests. 

Taking  up  and  discussing  the  questions  in 
the  order  followed  by  my  associates,  we 
find  first  article  18  of  the  Constitution  re- 
ferred to.  Section  1  provides  that  the  sev- 
eral counties  as  they  now  exist  are  recog- 
nized as  legal  subdivisions  of  the  state.  Sec- 
tion 2  provides  that  no  county  seat  shall  be 
removed,  unless,  upon  petition  of  a  major- 
ity of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  county 
and  unless  two  thirds  of  the  qualified  elec- 
tors of  the  county  voting  on  the  proposition 
at  a  general  election  shall  vote  in  favor  of 
such  removal.  Section  3  provides  that  no 
county  shall  be  divided,  and  the  portion  cut 
oflf  attached  to  another  county,  without  first 
submitting  the  question  to  a  vote  of  the 
people  in  the  portion  to  be  detached.  By  §  4 
it  is  provided  that  "no  new  counties  shall  be 
established  which  shall  reduce  any  county  to 
an  area  of  less  than  400  square  miles.  .  •  . 
Nor  shall  any  new  couniy  be  formed 
which  shall  have  an  area  of  less  than  400 
square  miles."  Section  1  needs  neither  com- 
ment nor  construction.  It  only  disposes  of 
the  counties  of  the  state  or  territory  as  they 
existed  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the 
69L.R.A. 


Constitution.  Section  2  has  no  bearing  on 
the  question  before  us,  for  the  reason  that 
the  act  does  not  attempt  to  repiove  a  county 
seat  of  one  of  the  organized  counties  of  the 
state  to  which  the  Constitution  refers  with- 
out a  "petition  of  the  majority  of  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  county,  and  unless  two 
thirds  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the  county 
voting  on  the  proposition  at  a  general  elec- 
tion shall  vote  in  favor  of  such  removal." 

If  the  legislature  had  attempted  to  re- 
move the  county  seat  of  Kootenai  county  to 
Sandpoint,  Coeur  d'Alene  city,  or  any  other 
town  in  that  county,  then  §  2,  above  re- 
ferred to,  would  be  directly  applicable.  The 
law  does  no  violence  to  S  3,  as  there  is  noth- 
ing contained  in  any  of  the  provisions  of 
the  enactment  that  in  any  way  attempts  to 
cut  off  any  portion  of  Kootenai  county  and 
attach  it  to  any  other  county  of  the  state, 
"without  first  submitting  the  question  to  a 
vote  of  the  people  in  the  portion  to  be  at- 
tached." Section  4  is  not  violated,  as  there 
is  no  contention  that  each  of  the  new  coun- 
ties created  by  the  act  have  not  within  their 
boundaries  all  the  requirements  of  the  Con- 
stitution. Nor  is  there  any  attempt  to  re- 
duce any  county  of  the  state  to  an  area  of 
less  than  400  square  miles.  The  attempt 
was  to  abolish,  destroy,  or  wipe  from  the 
map  of  the  state  Kootenai  county,  and 
create  out  of  the  territory  comprising  that 
county  the  counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark;  no 
attempt  to  do  indirectly  that  which  was 
prohibited  from  being  done  directly;  no  at- 
tempt to  take  territory  from  one  county  and 
add  it  to  another  without  submitting  the 
question  to  a  vote  of  the  people  in  the  ter- 
ritory affected.  All  this  being  true,  the 
language  of  Mr.  Justice  Morgan  in  People 
ex  rel.  Lincoln  County  v.  Oeorge  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  facts  in  this  case.  A  state- 
ment of  the  facts  in  People  ex  rel,  Lincoln 
County  y.  Oeorge-  will  readily  disclose  the 
reasons  for  the  language  of  Justice  Morgan, 
quoted  in  the  majority  opinion.  It  fol- 
lows: "On  the  3d  of  March,  1801,  the  leg- 
islature passed  an  act  entitled  'An  Act  to 
Create  and  Organize  the  Counties  of  Alta 
and  Lincoln,  to  Locate  the  County  Seats  of 
Said  Cotmties,  and  to  Apportion  the  Debt  of 
Logan  County.'  The  first  section  establishes 
the  county  of  Alta,  composed  of  the  territory 
of  Alturas  county  as  it  then  existed,  and 
about  half  of  the  contiguous  territory  of 
Logan.  Section  2  establishes  the  county  of 
Lincoln  from  the  residue  of  the  territory 
theretofore  belonging  to  Logan."  After  this 
statement  of  the  facts,  Mr.  Justice  Morgan 
says:  "The  question  that  must  determine 
this  case  is.  Can  a  portion  of  the  territory 
of  one  county  be  cut  off  and  attached  to  an- 
other, without  a  vote  of  the  people  residing 
in  the  segregated  portion  consenting  thereto 
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in  the  manner  adopted  in  this  act?"  He 
further  says :  "It  is  evident  that  the  whole 
intent  and  object  of  the  act  were  to  cut 
this  body  of  territory  from  the  county  of 
Logan  and  attach  it  to  the  county  of  AI- 
turas.  In  fact,  I  understand  the  counsel 
did  not  deny  that  this  was  the  sole  object." 
Mr.  Justice  Huston,  in  his  concurring  opin- 
ion in  the  George  Case,  says:  "The  obvious 
intent,  purpose,  and  effect  of  the  act  in 
question  were  to  cut  off  or  segregate  a  por- 
tion of  Logan  county,  and  attach  the  same 
to  Alturas  county,  not  for  the  purpose  of 
creating  a  new  county  in  the  sense  that  term 
is  evidently  used  in  $  3,  but  solely,  entirely, 
and  exclusively  for  the  purpose  of  enlarg- 
ing the  area  of  Alturas  county."  Mr.  Chief 
Justice  Sullivan,  who  dissented  in  the 
George  Case,  quoted  a  number  of  authori- 
ties in  support  of  his  views ;  and,  whilst  the 
facts  in  the  ease  at  bar  differ  very  material- 
ly from  the  George  Case,  yet  some  quota- 
tions from  his  opinion  will  not  be  inappro- 
priate. A  careful  reading  of  the  three  opin- 
ions in  the  George  Case  discloses  that  Mr. 
Justice  Morgan  declined  to  pass  upon  the 
question  of  the  right  of  the  legislature  to 
abolish  a  county,  asserting  it  was  not  neces- 
sary to  determine  that  question;  Mr.  Justice 
Huston  holding  that  no  such  power  was 
given  to  the  legislature  by  the  Constitution ; 
whilst  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Sullivan  took  the 
broad,  and  I  think  more  liberal,  view,  that 
after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  the 
ereation  of  new  counties  and  abolishment  of 
old  ones  was  entirely  within  the  legislative 
power  of  the  state.  I  do  not  wish  to  be 
understood  as  agreeing  entirely  with  the 
views  expressed  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Sulli- 
van in  the  George  Case,  I  am  more  inclined 
to  agree  with  the  position  of  Mr.  Justice 
Morgan;  that  is,  that  the  legislature  at- 
tempted to  do  something  indirectly  which 
was  prohibited  by  the  Constitution  from  be- 
ing done  directly.  In  other  words,  when 
they  attempted  to  take  half  of  the  territory 
of  Logan  county  and  give  it  to  Alturas 
eounty  by  merely  changing  the  name  of  Al- 
turas to  Alta,  and  Logan  to  Lincoln,  and 
without  submitting  the  question  to  a  vote 
of  the  people  affected  by  the  change,  it  was 
an  infringement  upon  the  constitutional 
rights  of  the  people  residing  within  the 
boundaries  of  such  territory.  No  such  con- 
dition arises  in  the  case  *at  bar.  It  is  pure- 
ly and  simply  an  attempt  to  make  two  coun- 
ties out  of  one,  evidently,  in  the  view  of  the 
legislature,  to  better  accommodate  the  peo- 
ple of  the  territory  comprising  Kootenai 
county.  In  fjie  George  Case  Mr.  Chief  Jus- 
tice Sullivan  says :  "It  is  also  a  well-estab- 
lished rule  that  an  express  power  to  make 
lltws  is  not  necessary  to  enable  the  legisla- 
ture to  make  them.  The  court  is  called  up- 
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on  in  this  case  to  declare  a  solemn  legisla- 
tive enactment  unconstitutional  and  void." 
Then,  quoting  from  Judge  Cooley  in  Mis 
work  on  Constitutional  Limitations,  p.  192, 
he  says:  "The  power  to  declare  a  legisla- 
tive enactment  void  is  one  which  the  judge, 
conscious  of  the  fallibility  of  human  judg- 
ment, will  shrink  from  exercising  in  any 
case  where  he  can  conscientiously  and  with 
due  regard  to  duty  and  official  oath  decline 
the  responsibility."  Quoting  further  from 
the  opinion:  "Courts  have  not  the  power  to 
declare  acts  of  the  legislature  void  simply 
because,  in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  such 
acts  are  repugnant  to  natural  justice  and 
expediency." 

When  the  Constitution  of  Idaho  was 
framed  it  was  known  that  the  legislature 
had  exercised  the  power  of  changing  the 
boundaries  of  counties  and  creating  new 
ones,  and  that  certain  consequences  resulted 
therefrom.  The  framers  of  the  Constitution 
saw  fit  to  prohibit  the  legislature  from 
striking  off  a  part  of  one  county,  and  at- 
taching it  to  a  county  then  in  existence, 
without  submitting  the  question  to  a  vote  of 
the  people  residing  in  the  part  to  be  stricken 
off;  but  expressly  provided  that  such  inhibi- 
tion shall  not  apply  to  the  crpntion  of  new 
counties.  From  a  careful  reading  of  the  act 
under  consideration,  and  the  three  opinions 
filed  in  People  em  reh  Lincoln  County  v. 
George,  it  occurs  to  me  that  the  author  had 
carefully  studied  the  three  opinions,  and  at- 
tempted to  so  draft  the  bill  that  it  would  be 
free  from  objections  of  at  least  one,  if  not 
both,  of  the  majority  opinions.  I  am  thor- 
oughly convinced  that,  with  the  same  state 
of  facts  before  the  court  in  People  ex  rel, 
Lincoln  County  v.  George  as  we  have  before 
us  in  this  record,  if  a  dissenting  opinion  had 
been  written,  it  would  have  been  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Huston,  instead  of  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Sullivan. 

My  associates  attempt  to  explain  Doan  v. 
Logan  County,  3  Idaho,  38,  26  Pac.  167; 
Wright  v.  KelUy,  4  Idaho,  624,  43  Pac.  665 ; 
Bellevue  Water  Co,  v.  Stockslager,  4  Idaho, 
636,  43  Pac.  568;  Blaine  County  \,Meard,  5 
Idaho,  6,  45  Pac.  890;  People  ex  rel.  Atty. 
Gen.  V.  Alturas  County,  6  Idaho,  418,  44  L. 
R.  A.  122,  56  Pac.  1067,— by  saying  none  of 
them  have  passed  directly  upon  the  question 
before  us.  Be  that  as  it  may,  the  fact  exists 
that  two  counties  that  were  upon  the  map 
of  our  state  at  the  time  of  the  adoption  of 
our  Constitution  have  been  abolished,  de- 
stroyed, blotted  from  the  map  of  the  state, 
to  wit,  Alturas  and  Logan,  and  we  have 
in  their  stead  Blaine  and  Lincoln.  Every 
step  looking  toward  the  destruction  of  these 
two  counties  was  vigorously  resisted,  ami 
learned  counsel  from  Salt  I^ke,  Bois^,  and 
elsewhere  were  employed  to  guard  the  inier- 
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eats  and  existence  of  the  two  old  counties. 
But  history  speaks  for  itself.  This  court 
did  uphold  the  legislature,  and  the  two 
counties  were  abolished. 

The  majority  opinion  says:  **The  pur- 
pose of  creating  and  organizing  counties  is 
to  obtain  for  the  people  local  and  county 
government.  .  .  .  The  Constitution  was 
adopted  for  the  establishment  and  in  aid  and 
furtherance  of  government,  and  not  for  the 
disorganization  and  abolition  of  govern- 
ment." Certainly  no  one  will  dispute  that 
proposition.  But  is  it  not  true  that  the  bill 
provided  for  the  immediate  organization  of 
government  for  both  of  the  counties  created 
out  of  the  territory  of  Kootenai?  And  is  it 
not  also  true  that  the  governor,  in  compli- 
ance with  the  provisions  of  the  law,  appoint- 
ed officers  for  both  counties,  who  qualified 
and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  sev- 
eral duties?  In  James  County  v.  Hamilton 
County,  89  Tenn.  237,  14  S.  W.  601,  cited  in 
the  majority  opinioui  the  legislature  at- 
tempted to  take  all  the  territory  of  one 
county  and  parcel  it  out  to  the  neighboring 
counties;  thus  entirely  abolishing  a  county 
and  leaving  nothing  in  its  place.  Instead 
of  dividing  James  county,  and  from  a  por- 
tion of  its  territory  creating  a  new  county, 
and  leaving  the  remaining  territory  in  the 
name  of  James  county,  or  giving  it  a  new 
name,  the  entire  territory  was  given  to  other 
counties.  This  the  Tennessee  court  said  could 
not  be  done,  and  I  see  no  objection  to  the 
decision. 

It  is  said  in  the  majority  opinion :  '^Sup- 
pose  some  county  should  so  far  fprget  itself 
as  to  elect  a  set  of  officers  distasteful  to  the 
powers  that  dictate  political  fortunes,  and 
the  legislature  should  suddenly  conclude 
that  the  county  ought/ as  a  matter  of  polit- 
ical expediency,  to  be  abolished,  and  a  new 
county  organized  from  the  same  territory," 
etc.  Of  course  not.  The  supposition  is  vio- 
lent. Legislatures  are  not  supposed  to  do 
vain,  useless,  or  vicious  things.  Their  acts 
are  entitled  to  full  faith  and  credit  in  all 
things.  They  are  elected  by  the  people,  and 
are  responsible  to  the  people  for  their  every 
act. 

Section  2  of  article  1  of  our  Constitution 
says:  "All  political  power  is  inherent  in 
the  people.  Government  is  instituted  for 
their  equal  protection  and  benefit,  and  they 
have  the  right  to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish 
the  same  whenever  they  may  deem  it  neces- 
sary; and  no  special  privileges  or  im- 
munities shall  ever  be  granted  that  may  not 
be  altered,  revoked,  or  repealed  by  the  legis- 
lature." It  occurs  to  me  that  the  framers 
of  the  Constitution  intended  to  clothe  the 
legislature  with  large  discretionary  powers 
in  the  future  upbuilding  of  the  state.  What 
government  may  be  altered,  reformed,  or 
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abolished  by  the  legislature?  Does  it  mean 
state  government,  or  does  it  mean  state  and 
county  government?  Alturas  and  Logan 
counties  answered,  by  the  action  of  the 
legislature,  and  afterward  by  the  decisions 
of  this  court,  that  it  meant  county  govern- 
ment, at  least.  I  might  prolong  this  discus- 
sion, but  it  seems  unnecessary.  The  impor- 
tance of  the  question  to  the  people  of  the 
state  in  its  future  legislation  warned  mo 
that  I  should  not  pass  the  question  by  with- 
out recording  my  views.  It  is  well  known 
to  every  resident  of  our  great  and  growing 
state  that  we  must  soon  meet  the  demands 
of  the  people  for  better  accommodations  in 
our  large  counties,  some  of  which  are  em- 
pires in  area,  and  rapidly  filling  up  with 
population  sufficient  for  two  or  more  coun- 
ties. It  seems  that  one  of  the  great  ob- 
jections to  the  law  is  that  it  attempts  to  re- 
move the  county  seat  from  Rathdrum  with- 
out a  vote  of  the  people.  There  is  no  force 
in  this  position,  as  I  view  it;  but,  if  so,  why 
could  not  that  part  of  the  law  have  been  de- 
clared unconstitutional,  and  that  part  cre- 
ating Lewis  county,  with  the  county  seat  at 
Sandpoint,  been  permitted  to  stand? 

I  am  entirely  satisfied  that  none  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act  do  violence  to  any  of 
the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  and  the 
petition  should  have  been  granted. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
Snllivan,  J.,  on  May  26,  1005,  handed  down 
the  following  additional  opinion: 

This  is  an  original  proceeding  brought  in 
this  court  to  test  the  constitutionality  of  a 
certain  act  of  the  legislature,  whereby  it  at- 
tempted to  abolish  the  county  of  Kootenai, 
and  to  create  out  of  its  territory  the  coun- 
ties of  Lewis  and  Clark.  The  case  was 
argued  at  the  March,  1005,  Lewiston  term 
of  this  court,  and  the  court  held  said  act 
unconstitutional.  A  petition  for  rehearing 
lias  been  filed  herein,  and  counsel  for  the 
defendant  have  filed  their  objections  to  the 
considerr.tion  of  said  petition  by  this  court, 
and  state  three  reasons  therefor:  The  first 
is  that  this  cause  is  an  original  proceeding, 
and  that  the  rules  of  this  court  do  not  con- 
template or  provide  for  a  rehearing  in  an 
original  proceeding;  second,  that  on  the  27th 
day  of  March,  1005,  this  court  entered  ita 
decision  in  the  above-entitled  case,  and  the 
alternative  writ  of  mandate  was  quashed, 
and  that  the  petition  for  a  rehearing  was 
not  filed  within  twenty  days  thereafter,  as 
required  by  rule  22  of  the  rules  of  this 
court;  and,  third,  that  the  questions  raised 
in  the  petition  for  rehearing  were  all  argued 
at  length  when  the  cause  was  heard,  and  no 
new  question  is  suggested  by  the  petition. 

In  support  of  the  first  contention,  the  de- 
fendant cites  the  decision  of  this  court  in 
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Washinffian  County  Ahstraot  Co,  ▼.  Stewart 
(Idaho)  74  Pac  956.  In  that  case  it  was 
lidd  by  this  court  that  it  was  not  the  prao- 
lice  in  this  court  to  consider  petitions  for  re- 
bearing  in  original  proceedings,  but,  owing  to 
the  peculiar  position  taken  in  this  case,  the 
eourt  concluded  to  pass  upon  that  applica- 
tion. In  Hill  V.  Morgan  (Idaho)  76  Pao. 
323,  a  petition  for  a  rehearing  was  filed, 
and  in  disposing  of  that  petition  it  is  said 
that  the  provisions  of  rule  22  of  the  rules 
of  this  court  do  not  apply'  to  cases  of  origi- 
nal jurisdiction  in  this  court,  for,  if  they  did, 
a  writ  could  not  be  issued  until  the  time  had 
expired  for  filing  such  petition,  and  thus  the 
very  purpose  of  the  writ  would  often  be  de- 
feated by  such  delay.  Under  the  second 
point  above  suggested,  we  would  say  that 
rule  22  of  this  court  provides  that  all  appli- 
cations for  rehearing  shall  be  upon  petition, 
and  shall  be  presented  within  twenty  days 
after  the  judgment  or  order  made  by  the 
eourt  shall  be  placed  on  file;  and  it  is  con- 
tended that,  as  the  order  was  made  in  open 
eourt  on  March  27,  1905,  the  time  for  filing 
a  petition  for  rehearing  expired  on  April  17, 
1905,  and  the  petition  was  not  filed  imtil 
May  1,  1905,  long  after  the  expiration  of 
the  twenty-day  period.  The  fact  is,  counsel 
for  the  petitioner  were  informed  by  some  of 
the  members  of  this  court  that  they  could 
have  twenty  days  after  the  opinion  in  this 
ease  was  filed  in  which  to  present  their 
petition  for  rehearing,  provided  they  desired 
to  file  one,  and  for  that  reason  the  second 
point  made  by  defendant  is  not  well  taken. 
The  third  point  suggested  is  that  all  of  the 
questions  suggested  in  the  petition  for  re- 
hearing were  argued  at  length  when  the 
eause  was  first  heard,  and  that  no  new  ques- 
tion is  suggested  in  the  petition.  That  con- 
tention is  correct,  and  nothing  new  is  sug- 
gested, except  that  one  authority  is  cited 
that  was  not  cited  on  the  original  hearing, 
which  we  will  refer  to  hereafter.  While  it 
is  true  the  rules  of  this  court  do  not  author- 
ise a  rehearing,  or  an  application  therefor, 
in  original  proceedings  in  this  court,  yet, 
owing  to  the  importance  of  this  case,  we 
have  gone  carefully  through  the  petition, 
and  shall  proceed  to  make  a  few  observations 
OB  the  questions  suggested  or  raised  by  it. 
Counsel,  in  their  petition,  first  contend 
that  that  part  of  the  act  creating  Lewis 
county  is  constitutional,  and  may  be 
segregated  from  that  part  of  the  act  which 
abolishes  Kootenai  county  and  creates  Clark 
county,  and  be  permitted  to  stand,  and  con- 
tend that  where  a  statute  attempts  to  ac- 
complish two  or  more  objects,  and  is  void  in 
one,  it  may  still  in  every  respect  be  com- 
plete and  valid  as  to  the  other,  and  in  sup- 
port of  that  contention  quote  from  Cooley's 
Constitutional  Limitations,  6th  ed.  p.  210; 
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Id.  7th  ed.  p.  246,  as  follows:  "Where, 
therefore,  a  part  of  a  statute  is  unconstitu- 
tional, that  fact  does  not  authorize  the 
courts  to  declare  the  remainder  void,  also, 
unless  all  the  provisions  are  connected  in 
subject-matter,  depending  on  each  other, 
operating  together  for  the  same  purpose,  or 
otherwise  so  connected  together  in  meaning 
that  it  cannot  be  presumed  that  the  legis- 
lature would  have  passed  the  one  without 
the  other.  The  constitutional  and  uncon- 
stitutional provisions  may  even  be  contained 
in  the  same  section,  and  yet  be  perfectly  dis- 
tinct and  separable,  so  that  the  first  may 
stand,  though  the  last  fall.  The  point  is 
not  whether  they  are  contained  in  the  same 
section,  for  the  distribution  into  sections  is 
purely  artificial,  but  whether  they  are  es- 
sentially and  inseparably  connected  in  sub- 
stance. If,  when  the  unconstitutional  por- 
tion is  stricken  out,  th&t  which  remains  is 
complete  in  itself,  and  capable  of  being  ex- 
ecuted in  accordance  with  the  apparent 
legislative  intent,  wholly  independent  of 
that  which  was  rejected,  it  must  be  sus- 
tained." We  recognize  the  principle  there 
laid  down  by  Judge  Cooley  as  a  correct  rule 
of  law.  The  author,  at  page  247,  further 
states  as  follows:  "The  difficulty  is  in  de- 
termining whether  the  good  and  bad  parts 
of  the  statute  are  capable  of  being  separat- 
ed, within  the  meaning  of  this  rule.  .  .  . 
And  if  they  are  so  mutually  connected  with 
and  dependent  on  each  other,  as  conditions, 
considerations,  or  compensations  for  each 
other,  as  to  warrant  the  belief  that  the  legis- 
lature intended  them  as  a  whole,  and  if  all 
could  not  be  carried  into  effect  the  legisla- 
ture would  not  pa£s  the  residue  independ- 
ently, then,  if  some  parts  are  unconstitu- 
tional, all  the  provisions  which  are  thus  de- 
pendent, conditional,  or  connected  must  fall 
with  them."  It  was  held  in  Allen  v.  Louisi- 
ana, 103  U.  S.  80,  26  L.  ed.  318,  that  "where 
unconstitutional  provisions  [of  an  act]  are 
so  connected  with  the  general  scope  of  the 
law  as  to  make  it  impossible,  if  they  are 
stricken  out,  to  give  effect  to  what  appears 
to  have  been  the  intent  of  the  legislature, 
the  whole  law  is  invalid;"  and  in  Redell  v. 
Moores,  63  Neb.  219,  55  L.  R,  A.  740,  93 
Am.  St.  Rep.  431,  88  N.  W.  243,  that,  where 
it  is  apparent  that  the  imconstitutional  part 
of  an  act  was  an  inducement  to  the  adoption 
of  the  remainder,  the  whole  act  must  fail. 

When  measured  by  the  well-settled  rule 
above  stated,  the  question  arises.  Can  that 
part  of  the  act  which  creates  Lewis  county 
be  permitted  to  stand?  We  will  here  make 
a  short  analysis  of  the  bill.  The  first  sec- 
tion of  said  act  abolishes  the  county  of 
Kootenai,  and  provides  that  the  coimties  of 
Lewis  and  Clark  shall  be  created  out  of  the 
territory  included  within  the  boundary  lines 
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of  said  Kootenai  county.  Section  2  describes 
the  boundaries  of  Lewis  county.  Section  3 
describes  the  boundaries  of  Clark  county. 
By  section  4  the  governor  is  authorized  and 
directed,  within  ten  days  after  the  act  shall 
become  a  law^  to  appoint  county  officers  for 
each  of  said  counties  (designating  them)  ; 
and  it  also  provides  that  such  officers  shall 
qualify  within  ten  days  from  the  date  of 
their  appointment.  Section  5  establishes 
the  county  seat  of  Lewis  county  at  the  town 
of  Sandpoint,  and  also  provides  that  the 
question  of  the  permanent  location  of  the 
county  seat  of  said  county  shall  be  sub* 
mitted  to  the  voters  of  said  county  at  the 
next  general  election.  Section  6  of  said  act 
establishes  the  county  seat  of  Clark  county 
at  Cceur  d'Alene  city,  and  provides  that  the 
question  of  the  permanent  location  of  the 
county  seat  of  said  county  shall  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  voters  of  said  county  at  the 
next  general  election.  The  7th  section  pro- 
vides that  all  of  the  personal  property, 
county  records,  books,  papers,  money,  cred- 
its, furniture,  and  fixtures  belonging  to  the 
former  county  of  Kootenai  shall  become  the 
property  of  Clark  county,  and  further  pro- 
vides that,  after  the  proper  officers  of  Clark 
county  shall  have  been  appointed  and  quali- 
fied, all  such  books,  papers,  etc.,  belonging 
to  the  former  Kootenai  county,  shall,  by  the 
custodian  of  the  same,  be  immediately  de- 
livered to  the  proper  officers  of  Clark 
county;  and  provides  that  the  county  com- 
missioners of  Clark  county  shall  provide 
suitable  officers  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  CoBui*  d*Alene  city  for  the  accommodation 
of  such  records  and  the  county  officers  of 
said  Clark  county.  The  8th  section  provides 
that  the  indebtedness  of  Kootenai  county  at 
the  date  this  act  takes  effect  shall  be  ap- 
portioned between  the  counties  of  Lewis  and 
Clark,  and  goes  into  detail  of  the  way  in 
which  such  indebtedness  shall  be  appor- 
tioned between  said  counties,  and  also  pro- 
vides the  manner  that  all  property  belong- 
ing to  Kootenai  county  shall  be  divided  be- 
tween said  Lewis  and  Clark  counties.  Sec- 
tion 9  provides  for  the  appointment  of  com- 
petent accountants  to  ascertain  the  amount 
of  indebtedness  of  the  former  Kootenai  coun- 
ty, and  directs  such  accountants  to  proceed 
and  ascertain  from  the  books  and  records  of 
the  auditor's  and  recorder's  and  treasurer's 
offices  the  whole  amount  of  the  indebtedness 
of  Kootenai  county,  and  to  compute  from 
the  assessment  roll  for  the  year  1904  the 
total  taxable  property  of  each  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Lewis  and  Clark,  and  directs  them  to 
make  a  list  of  all  county  property,  and  re- 
port the  same  in  writing  to  the  judge  of  the 
district  court  of  the  first  judicial  district, 
which  judge  is  directed  to  fix  the  reasonable 
cash  value  of  such  property,  and  apportion 
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said  indebtedness  according  to  S  6  of  said 
act,  and  to  ascertain  other  things  not  neces- 
sary to  mention  here.  Section  10  directs 
the  recorder  of  Clark  county  within  ninety 
days  after  the  establishment  of  such  coun- 
ties to  transcribe  all  matters  of  record  from 
the  record  books  of  Clark  county  that  should 
be  recorded  in  Lewis  county,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  the  recorder  of  Lewis  county.  Sec- 
tion 11  provides  for  a  disposition  of  the 
school  money  in  the  hands  of  the  treasurer 
of  Clark  county.  Section  12  provides  that 
said  counties  of  Lewis  and  Clark  shall  form 
a  part  of  the  first  judicial  district  of  the 
state,  and  provides  for  the  holding  of  terms 
of  court  in  such  counties.  Section  13  pro- 
vides that  the  judge  of  the  probate  court  of 
Clark  county  shall  proceed  at  onoe  to  trans- 
fer all  civil  and  criminal  actions  and  un- 
settled estates  of  deceased  persons,  and  all 
other  business  required  to  be  transferred,  to 
the  probate  court  of  Lewis  county.  Sec- 
tion 14  provides  that  the  county  oommis- 
sioners  of  said  Clark  and  Lewis  counties 
shall,  within  five  days  after  receiving  notice 
of  their  appointment,  meet  at  their  respec- 
tive county  seats,  and  organize  for  the  trans, 
action  of  county  business,  and  shall 
establish  precincts  in  their  respective  coun- 
ties, and  appoint  precinct  officers  thereof. 
Section  15  provides  that  said  counties  of 
Lewis  and  Clark  shall  constitute  the  thir- 
teenth senatorial  district,  and  that  each  of 
said  counties  shall  elect  one  member  of  the 
house  of  representatives.  Section  16  pro- 
vides that  all  laws  of  a  general  nature  ap- 
plicable to  the  several  counties  of  this  state 
and  the  officers  thereof  are  made  applicable 
to  said  counties.  Section  17  repeals  all  acts 
and  parts  of  acts  inconsistent  with  said  act. 
Section  18  declares  that  an  emergency  ex- 
ists therefor,  and  that  this  act  shall  take 
effect  and  be  in  force  from  and  after  its  pas- 
sage and  approval.  Said  act  was  approved 
on  the  28th  day  of  February,  1905. 

From  the  various  provisions  of  said  act, 
it  is  clear  to  me  that  all  of  the  provisions 
thereof  in  regard  to  the  creation  of  Clark 
county,  and  the  establishment  of  the  county 
seat  at  Coeur  d'Alene  city,  were  the  main 
inducement  for  the  adoption  of  the  remain- 
ing part  of  said  act.  The  very  first  section 
of  said  act  abolishes  Kootenai  county,  and 
the  abolishment  of  that  county  was  no  doubt 
an  inducement  for  the  passage  of  said  act. 
That  being  true,  the  part  of  said  act  creat- 
ing Lewis  county  cannot  stand  when  tested 
by  the  rule  above  laid  down  by  Judge 
Cooley,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska. 
This  act  is  so  connected  and  so  related  ia 
substance,  as  I  view  it,  as  to  preclude  the 
supposition  that  the  legislature  would  have 
created  Lewis  county  withou^  having  creatr 
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ed  Clark.  The  act  is  so  drawn,  and  the  sec- 
tion BO  constructed,  and  the  provisions  so 
interdependent,  as  to  clearly  indicate  that 
the  legislature  intended  the  act  to  operate 
as  a  whole,  and  that  it  would  not  have  cre- 
ated Lewis  county  alone.  That  being  true, 
the  entire  act  must  be  held  invalid.  If  you 
would  cut  out  of  this  act  all  of  the  provi- 
sions except  those  applicable  to  Lewis  coun- 
ty, the  remaining  part  would  be  unintelligi- 
ble— ^would  in  part,  at  least,  be  a  jumble  of 
words  without  meaning,  "sound  without 
sense."  In  considering  this  question,  I  think 
the  unconstitutional  part  of  said  act  was  an 
inducement  to  the  legislature  for  a  passage 
of  the  other  portions.  It  may  be  insisted 
that  this  question  must  be  determined  sole- 
ly by  an  inspection  of  the  act  itself.  We 
concede  that  proposition,  with  a  slight  qual- 
ification, however,  which  qualification  is  re- 
ferred to  in  Sibley  v.  Smithy  2  Mich.  486, 
where  the  court  said:  "Ck>urt8  are  author- 
ized to  collect  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature from  the  occasion  and  necessity  of 
the  law, — from  the  mischief  felt  and  the 
objects  and  remedy  in  view." 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  United  States  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  91  U. 
S.  72,  23  L.  ed.  224,  said:  "Courts,  in  con- 
struing a  statute,  may  with  propriety  recur 
to  the  history  of  the  times  when  it  was 
passed;  and  this  is  frequently  necessary  in 
order  to  ascertain  the  reason  as  well  as  the 
meaning  of  particular  provisions  in  it."  In 
Stout  V.  Orant  County,  107  Ind.  343,  8  N.  E. 
222,  it  was  held  that  the  history  of  a  coun- 
try, its  topography  and  general  conditions, 
are  elements  which  enter  into  the  construc- 
tion of  the  laws  made  to  govern  it,  and  are 
matters  of  which  the  court  will  take  judicial 
notice ;  and  it  has  been  held  that  the  general 
state  of  opinion,  public,  judicial,  and  legis- 
lative, at  the  time  of  an  enactment  of  a 
measure,  may  be  considered  by  the  courts 
in  construing  it.  See  Redell  v.  Moores,  63 
Neb.  219,  55  L.  R.  A.  740,  93  Am.  St.  Rep. 
431.  88  N.  W.  243,  and  authorities  there 
cited.  It  is  a  part  of  the  legislative  history 
of  this  state  that  a  bill  was  introduced  in 
the  legislature  for  the  creation  of  Lewis 
county  out  of  substantially  the  same  portion 
of  Kootenai  county  that  the  Lewis  county 
referred  to  in  this  act  contains,  and  that 
said  bill  failed  to  become  a  law  because  of 
supported  the  present  act.  And  the  induce- 
che  opposition  of  members  who  afterward 
ment  in  said  act  to  such  members  was,  no 
doubt,  the  creation  of  Clark  county,  and  the 
removal  of  the  county  seat  from  Rathdrum 
to  the  city  of  Coeur  d'Alene.  Those  facts 
are  matters  of  common  knowledge.  One  of 
the  chief  inducements  to  the  passage  of  said 
act  was  the  abolishment  of  Kootenai  county. 
and  the  creation  of  Clark  oounty,  with  the  re- 
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moval  of  the  county  seat.  That  feature  of  the 
bill  was  the  main  inducement  for  its  passage. 
The  act  under  consideration  was  approved 
by  the  governor  on  the  28th  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1905,  and  contained  the  emergency 
clause,  and  hence  became  a  law,  if  ever,  on 
that  day.  As  the  1st  section  abolished 
Kootenai  county,  if  the  act  is  valid  the  peo- 
ple of  that  coimty  were  without  county  gov- 
ernment from  the  28th  day  of  February  to 
the  7th  day  of  March,  1905,  when  the  officers 
appointed  by  the  governor  qualified.  Said 
act  did  not  provide  that  the  officers  of  Koo- 
tenai county  should  continue  in  office  until 
their  successors  were  appointed  and  quali- 
fied, and,  if  the  act  be  held  valid,  the  people 
of  that  county  were  without  county  govern- 
ment for  a  number  of  days.  The  legisla- 
ture cannot  deprive  the  people  of  any  county 
of  such  local  or  self  government  as  the  sev- 
eral counties  of -the  state  are  entitled  to  un- 
der the  Constitution.  If  they  can  deprive  a 
people  of  local  government  for  six  days, 
they  may  do  so  for  six  months  or  six  years. 
The  legislature  is  prohibited  from  depriving 
the  people  of  any  county  of  local  self-govern- 
ment. Article  18  of  our  Constitution,  which 
is  in  regard  to  county  organization,  requires 
the  legislature  to  establish  a  system  of  coun- 
ty governments  which  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  state,  and  prohibits  the  legis- 
lature from  depriving  the  people  of  any 
county  of  such  government.  In  People  ex 
rel,  Bolton  v.  Alhertson,  55  N.  Y.  50,  the 
court  held  that  this  right  of  self-govern- 
ment lies  at  the  foundation  of  our  institu- 
tions. Section  2  of  article  18  of  the  Con- 
stitution is  as  follows:  "No  county  seat 
shall  be  removed  unless  upon  petition  of  a 
majority  of  the  qualified  electors  of  the 
county,  and  unless  two  thirds  of  the  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  county,  voting  on  the 
proposition  at  a  general  election,  shall  vote 
in  favor  of  such  removal.  A  proposition  of 
removal  of  the  county  seat  shall  not  be  sub- 
mitted in  the  same  county  more  than  once 
in  six  years,  except  as  provided  by  existing 
laws.  No  person  shall  vote  at  any  county- 
seat  election  who  has  not  resided  in  the 
county  six  months,  and  in  the  precinct  nine- 
ty days."  By  the  provisions  of  that  section 
the  legislature  is  prohibited  from  changing 
a  county  seat,  and  the  people  themselves  are 
prohibited  from  changing  it,  except  on  a 
two-thirds  vote  of  the  qualified  electors; 
and  under  those  provisions  the  legislature 
will  not  be  permitted  to  change  a  county 
seat  under  the  guise  or  pretense  of  creating 
a  new  county.  They  will  not  be  permitted 
to  do  thus  indirectly  what  they  are  pro- 
hibited from  doing  directly.  In  this  case, 
under  the  pretense  of  creating  a  new  county 
the  legislature  has  removed  a  county  seat. 
They  attempted  to  abolish  Kootenai  comity. 
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and  attempted  to  create  a  new  county  out  of 
the  northern  part  thereof,  and  in  the  same 
act  changed  the  name  of  ^he  southern  part 
of  Kootenai  county,  and  changed  the  coun- 
ty seat  from  Rathdrum  to  Coeur  d'Alene 
city.  Judge  Cooley,  in  his  work  on  Consti- 
tutional Limitations,  7th  ed.  p.  244,  says: 
"There  is  no  difficulty  in  saying  that  any 
such  act,  which,  under  pretense  of  exercising 
one  power,  is  usurping  another,  is  opposed 
to  the  Constitution  and  void." 

The  case  of  People  ew  rel.  Bolton  v. 
Atbertson,  55  N.  T.  50,  is  a  remarkable  one 
of  the  intention  of  the  legislature  to  avoid 
and  evade  the  provisions  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, and  still  keep  within  its  terms.  I 
think  the  principle  laid  down  there  is  ap- 
plicahle  to  the  case  at  bar.  It  is  there  held 
that  a  legislative  enactment  evading  the 
terms  and  frustrating  the  general  and  clear- 
ly expressed  or  necessarily  infplied  purposes 
of  the  Constitution  is  as  clearly  void  as  if  in 
express  terms  forbidden.  And  in  Taylor 
V.  Ro88  County,  23  Ohio  St.  22,  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio  found  itself  under  the  neces- 
sity of  declaring  that  that  which  was  for- 
bidden by  the  Constitution  could  no  more 
be  done  indirectly  than  directly,  which  has 
now  become  a  well-recognized  rule  of  law. 

Knowing  the  bitterness  and  strife  engen- 
dered in  county-seat  fights,  the  framers  of 
the  Constitution  provided  stringent  provi- 
sions in  regard  to  the  removal  of  county 
seats,  and  prohibited  such  removal  except 
on  a  two- thirds  vote  of  the  qualified'  elect- 
ors, and  also  prohibited  the  submission  of 
such  questions  to  the  voters  oftener  than 
once  in  six  years.  Is  it  possible  that  the 
framers  of  the  Constitution  intended  to  per- 
mit the  legislature  to  change  the  county 
seats  of  every  county  in  the  state  at  each 
session  of  the  legislature  thereof,  by  simply 
giving  the  county  a  new  name,  and  changing 
the  county  seat  under  the  guise  and  pre- 
tense of  creating  a  new  county?  I  think  not. 

Counsel  for  the  petitioner,  in  their  origi- 
nal arguments  in  this  case,  contend  that,  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  Constitution,  the 
legislature  could  abolish  a  county  and  cre- 
ate a  new  one  out  of  identically  the  same 
territory,  and  change  the  county  seat.  If 
that  contention  be  true,  the  county  seat  of 


every  county  in  the  state  could  be  changed 
as  often  as  the  legislature  held  a  session. 
That  certainly  would  leave  the  location  of 
the  county  seat  of  the  several  counties  of 
the  state  to  the  "mutations  whims"  of  the 
legislature,  while  by  the  terms  of  the  Con- 
stitution the  people  themselves  are  prohibit- 
ed from  removing  their  county  seat  oftener 
than  once  in  six  years.  I  am  not  in  accord 
with  that  contention,  and,  in  my  view  of 
the  matter,  the  creation  of  a  "new  county,*^ 
as  contemplated  by  our  Constitution,  re- 
quires something  more  than  the  cl\ange  of 
the  name  of  a  county  and  the  change  of  ita 
county  seat.  Under  the  pretense  of  exer- 
cising the  power  to  create  a  new  county,  the- 
legislature  has  usurped  the  power  reserved 
by  the  people  to  change  a  county  seat. 

In  People  ew  rel.  Lincoln  County  ▼. 
George,  3  Idaho,  72,  26  Pac.  983,  in  a  dis- 
senting opinion,  I  held  that  the  legislature 
had  a  right  to  abolish  a  county  in  the  crea- 
tion of  new  counties;  but,  upon  a  further  in- 
vestigation of  this  question,  I  am  not  satis- 
fied that  my  Views  in  that  opinion  on  that 
point  were  correct.  However,  that  case  waa 
not  decided  upon  that  point. 

In  addition  to  the  cases  cited  on  the  origi- 
nal hearing,  counsel  for  petitioner  citec 
Frost  V.  Pfeiffer,  26  CqIo.  338,  58  Pac.  147. 
That  involved  the  constitutionality  of  an  act 
of  the  general  assembly  of  Colorado  cre- 
ating the  county  of  Teller  out  of  portions  of 
the  counties  of  El  Paso  and  Fremont.  By 
that  act  no  county  was  abolished,  and  no> 
county  seat  removed.  The  act,  after  {tre- 
ating Teller  county,  left  the  counties  of  El 
Paso  and  Fremont  simply  with  reduced 
areas.  We  are  unable  to  see  wherein  the  de- 
cision in  that  case  has  any  application  what- 
ever to  the  questions  under  consideration  in 
the  case  at  bar. 

I  therefore  hold  that  if  this  court  had  the 
authority,  under  the  law  or  its  rules,  to- 
grant  a  rehearing  in  a  case  originally 
brought  in  this  court,  the  showing  made  by 
the  petition  for  a  rehearing  in  this  case  is- 
not  sufficient  to  warrant  a  rehearing.  A  re- 
hearing is  denied. 

Ailshie,  J.,  concurs.     Stookalager,  Ch^ 

J.,  dissents  from  the  conclusion  reached. 


UNITED   STATES   CIRCUIT   COURT   OF   APPEALS,    EIGHTH    CIRCUIT. 


Joseph  A.  WILLIAMS  et  al,,  AppU,, 

Richard  M.  NEELY  et  ah 

(67  C.  C.  A.  171,  134  Fed.  1.) 

*1.  Any  fact  whtch  renders  It  asralnat 

*Headnote8  by  Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge. 


Note. — As  to  equitable  Jurisdiction  to  enjoin 
Judgments,  see  note  to  Jarrett  v.  Goodnow,  32 
L.  U.  A.    321. 
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conscience  to  enter  or  execute  a 
Judsrment  at  law,  and  which  was  not 
available  to  the  defendant  at  law,  confers- 
Jurisdiction  upon  a  court  of  equity  to  enjoin 
the  proposed  entry  or  execution. 
2.  A  sonnd  reason.  Inhering  in  the- 
same  traunactton  front  vvbtclt  a 
promissory  note  springs*  why  the  hold- 
er ought  not,  in  equity  and  good  connclpnce. 
to  recover  Its  face  value,  is  a^ood  equitable 
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defenM  to  It,  although  this  defense  eonstltntes 
neither  an  offset,  a  counterclaim,  nor  an  af- 
flrmatlTS  cause  of  action  against  the  holder 
of  the  note. 

8.  A  partia,]  fallvre  of  consideration 
'vrlileli  resnlts  from  a  defect  of  title 
Is  a  good  defense  pro  tanto  to  an  action  by 
the  vendor  upon  a  promissory  note  given 
for  the  purchase  price  of  land  which  the  vend- 
or has  conveyed  with  covenants  of  warran- 
ty and  against  encumbrances. 

'4.  An  Injunction  shonid  Issue  to  stay 
an  action  at  law  upon  a  promissory- 
note  for  the  purchase  price  of  land  until 
this  equitable  defense  of  reduction  is  allowed 
whenever  the  remedy  at  law  is  less  certain, 
prompt,  and  efficient  to  attain  the  ends  of 
justice,  either  because  the  interests  of  the 
parties  require  that  the  title'  to  the  land 
should  be  perfected,  that  their  rights  should 
be  adjudicated,  and  that  the  litigation  should 
be  closed. — a  result  which  no  remedy  at  law 
is  adequate  to  accomplish, — or  because  it  en- 
tails circuity  of  action,  or  because  there  is 
Imminent  danger  of  unjustifiable  loss  or  in- 
Jury  to  the  payee  of  the  note,  which  a  court 
of  equity  may,  and  a  court  of  law  cannot, 
prevent. 

Bb  Tbe  adcauate  remeciy  at  law  w^htcli 
will  deprive  a  court  of  canity  of  Ju- 
riadiction  must  be  a  remedy  as  certain, 
complete,  prompt,  and  efficient  to  attain  the 
ends  of  Justice  as  the  remedy  in  equity. 

6b  Tbe  aaslffnce  of  a  cbose  In  action 
takes  it  subject  to  all  the  defenses  which 
could  have  been  set  up  against  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  ssslgnor  at  the  time  of  the  as- 
signment. ' 

T.  One  w^ho  purcliases  for  value  of  a 
creditor  the  obligation  of  Ills  debtor, 
and  obtains  the  letter's  promissory  note,  pay- 
able to  himself,  as  evidence  of  his  obligation, 
with  full  knowledge  of  the  consideration 
thereof,  and  of  the  facts  which  condition  the 
Inception  of  the  original  obligation,  takes  the 
note  subject  to  all  the  defenses  which  existed 
against  it  in  the  hands  of  the  original  cred- 
itor. 

&  Tbe  basis  of  w^alver  is  estoppel,  and 
where  there  is  no  estoppel  there  is  no  waiver. 

•.  Tbe  defense  of  reduction  or  recoup- 
ment, which  arises  out  of  the  same  transac- 
tion as  the  promissory  note  or  claim,  sur- 
vives as  long  as  a  cause  of  action  upon  the 
promissory  note  or  claim  exists,  although  an 
affirmative  action  upon  the  subject  of  the  de- 
fense may  be  barred  by  the  statute  of  limlta- 
tlona 

lO.  Tbe  doctrine  of  laches  is  that  courts 
of  (Kiuity  are  not  bound  by.  but  usually  act  in 
analogy  to,  the  statute  of  limitations  govern- 
ing actions  at  law  of  like  character.  Under 
ordinary  circumstances  a  suit  In  equity  will 
not  be  stayed  for  laches  before,  and  will  be 
stayed  after,  the  time  fixed  by  the  analogous 
statute  of  limitations  at  law ;  but,  if  unusual 
conditions  or  extraordinary'  circumstances 
make  it  inequitable  to  allow  the  prosecution 
of  a  suit  after  a  briefer,  or  to  forbid  its  main- 
tenance after  a  longer,  period  than  that  fixed 
by  the  statute,  the  chancellor  will  not  be 
bound  by  the  statute,  but  will  determine  the 
extraordinary  case  in  accordance  with  the 
equities  which  condition  it 


11.  It  is  not  culpable  laches  for  one 
who  has  an  equt table  defense  of  re- 
duction to  a  promissory  note,  which 
has  been  and  is  the  subject  of  pending  litiga- 
tion in  another  court,  and  which,  if  available 
at  law,  would  survive  as  long  as  the  cause  of 
action  upon  the  note  existed,  to  wait  until 
an  affirmative  action  at  law  upon  the  subject 
of  the  defense  is  barred,  and  until  the  equi- 
table defense  is  rejected  In  an  action  at  law 
upon  the  note,  before  invoking  the  aid  of  a 
court  of  equity  to  enjoin  the  prosecution  of 
the  latter  action  until  his  equitable  defense 
is  allowed. 

la.  The  court  w^bich  llrst  acaulres  Ju- 
risdiction of  specillc  property  by  the 
issue  and  service  of  process  in  a  suit  to  en- 
force a  Hen  upon  it,  in  which  it  may  be  neces- 
sary to  take  possession  or  control  of  it,  ire- 
tains  Jurisdiction  until  the  end,  free  from  the 
interference  of  any  court  of  co-ordinate  Ju- 
risdiction. 

13.  A  subseauent  suit  Involving  rigrht» 
in  the  san&e  property  in  a  court  of  co- 
ordinate Jurisdiction  should  not  be  dismissed, 
but,  before  a  seizure  of  the  property  under 
it,  should  be  stayed  until  th6  proceedings  in 
the  earlier  suit  are  termlnnted,  or  ample 
time  for  their  termination  has  elapsed. ' 

{Hook,  Circuit  Judge,  distenU.) 


(November  18,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  complainants  from  a  decree 
of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  District  of  Nebraska  dismiss- 
ing a  bill  to  enjoin  the  prosecution  of 
an  action  at  law  to  enforce  payment  of  a 
promissory    note.    Reversed, 

Statement  by  Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge: 
This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  which 
dismissed  a  bill  in  equity  exhibited  by 
tbe  complainants  below,  Joseph  A.  Wil- 
liams and  Annie  Williams,  to  enjoin  the 
prosecution  of  an  action  at  law  which  the 
defendant  Richard  Mi  Neely  had  brought 
against  them  in  the  court  below  to 
enforce  the  payment  of  their  promissory 
note  for  $3,500,  dated  March  1,  1893,  and 
due  March  1,  1898,  and  to  obtain  a  decree 
adjudicating  the  claims  of  the  defendants 
in  this  suit  to  three  quarter  sections  of 
land  in  the  state  of  Nebraska.  The  ma- 
terial facts  disclosed  at  the  final  hearing 
were  these:  Under  the  will  of  Richard 
S. .  Malony,  Sr.,  Richard '  S.  Malony,  Jr., 
and  Annie  H.  Neely  owned  three  quarter 
sections  of  land,  subject  to  the  liens  of 
two  legacies  which  were  charged  upon  the 
lands  by  the  will, — one  of  $200  per  year 
payable  to  the  defendant  Hannah  Blake, 
and  one  of  $100  per  year  payable  to  the 
defendant  Sarah  Foss.  They  sold  one 
of  these  tracts  to  the  defendant  Stanley 
B.  Wilson,  another  to  the  defendant  Wen- 
zel    Herdlichtka,    and    the    third    to    the 
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complainant  Joseph  A.  Williams.  Before 
the  sale  of  the  third  tract,  Richard  S. 
Malony  had  conveyed  his  share  in  it  to 
Annie  H.  Neely,  who  made  the  contract  of 
sale  and  the  deed  to  the  complainants. 
Each  sale  was  made  for  $6,000,  the  full 
value  of  a  title  to  each  tract  free  from  &11 
encumbrances,  and  Wilson  and  Herd- 
lichtka  have  paid  for  their  quarters  in 
full.  The  facts  and  conclusions  which 
have  been  recited  are  res  judicata  be- 
tween the  parties  to  this  suit  by  virtue 
of  a  decree  of  the  district  court  of  Rich- 
ardson county,  in  the  state  of  Nebraska, 
in  a  suit  to  which  they  were  parties;  and 
that  suit  is  still  pending  under  an  order 
of  the  supreme  court  of  that  state  to  the 
district  court  to  ascertain  the  amount 
owing  by  the  complainant  Joseph  A. 
Williams  herein  on  account  of  the  pur- 
chase of  his  tract,  to  take  control  thereof, 
and,  in  case  the  law  and  the  facts  should 
be  found  to  justify  that  course,  to  apply 
that  amount  in  payment  of  the  amounts 
due  to  the  annuitants,  Hannah  Blake  and 
Sarah   Foss. 

On  February  6,  1902,  Annie  H.  Neely 
and  Richard  S.  Malony,  Jr.,  as  prin- 
cipals, and  the  defendant  Richard  M.  Neely 
and  others  as  sureties,  executed  a  bond 
in  the  penal  sum  of  $1,000  to  the  county 
judge  of  Richardson  county,  conditioned, 
among  other  things,  that  they  should  pay 
and  discharge  all  legacies  chargeable  upon 
the  estate  of  Richard  S.  Malony,  Sr.,  or 
such  dividends  thereon  as  should  be  de- 
creed by  the  county  court.  The  defendant 
Richard  M.  Neely  was  the  agent  of  his 
mother.  Annie  H.  Neely,  to  sell  the 
quarter  section  of  land  which  was  pur- 
chased by  the  complainant  Joseph  A. 
Williamfl.  In  October,  1892,  he  made 
and  signed  a  written  contract,  as  the 
agent  of  his  mother,  to  sell  and  convey 
this  land  to  Williams  for  $6,000,  $500 
of  which  was  then  paid,  and  the  remainder 
was  to  be  paid  $2,000  on  March  1,  1893. 
and  $3,500  on  March  1,  1898.  About 
March  1,  1893,  in  performance  of  this 
contract,  Williams  paid  this  $2,000,  and 
he  and  his  wife  made  a  note  and  a  mort- 
gage upon  the  property  for  $3,500,  and 
Annie  H.  Neely  executed  a  warranty  deed 
of  it  to  him.  These  instruments  were 
prepared  by  Annie  H.  Neely,  or  by  one  of 
her  agents,  and  the  note  and  mortgage 
were  made  payable  to  Richard  M.  Neely; 
but  the  only  consideration  for  them  was 
the  land  the  complainants  purchased. 
Richard  M.  Neely  never  paid  them  any- 
thing for  the  note  or  mortgage.  What 
amount,  if  anything,  he  paid  his  mother 
for  them,  is  left  in  grave  doubt  by  the 
(H)  L.  R.  A. 


evidence,  and,  in  our  view   of  the    case   ii 
not  material. 

On  April  18,  1902,  Richard  M.  Neely 
brought  an  action  at  law  against  the 
complainants  on  the  note,  and  they  an- 
swered the  facts  which  have  been  recited. 
The  court  held  at  the  trial  of  that  action 
that  these  facts  constituted  no  defense  to 
the  note  at  law,  and  this  suit  was  insti- 
tuted, and  the  action  at  law  was  stayed 
to  abide  its  determination.  The  same 
eourt  has  now  held  that  these  facts  present 
no  reason  for  relief  in  equity,  and  this 
conclusion  is  challenged  by  the  appeaL 

Argued  before  Sanborn,  Van  Devon- 
ier  and  Hook,  Circuit  Judges. 

Mr,   J.   H.    Broady,    for    appellants: 

Before  complainants  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  land  or  the  estate,  respondent 
Neely,  in  the  executors'  bond,  promised 
to  pay  said  legacies,  and  thereby  enabled 
said  executors  to  get  hold  of  said  land 
and  sell  and  convert  the  same  to  their 
own  use,  leaving  the  legacies  thereon 
unpaid.  The  general  doctrine  of  equity 
jurisprudence  is  to  avoid  circuity  of 
actions,  and  bring  in  all  the  parties  and 
do  justice  between  them.  In  such  cases 
as  this  the  doctrine  of  equitable  set-off 
comes   in.    That  bond   obligation   is  such. 

Blount  V.  Windley,  95  U.  S.  177,  24  L. 
ed.  426;  Ferris  v.  Burton,  1  Vt.  439; 
Foot  V.  Ketchum,  15  Vt.  268,  40  Am.  Dec 
678;  Hooper  v.  Armstrong,  69  Ala.  343; 
North  Chicago  Rolling  Mill  Co.  v.  St, 
Louis  Ore  d  Steel  Co.  152  U.  S.  616,  617, 
38  L.  ed.  671,  672,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  710. 

The  equity  court,  in  a  proper  case,  will 
go  above  the  penal   sum  of  the  bond. 

Bumside  v.  Wand,  170  Mo.  531,  62 
L.  R.  A.  427,  71    S.   W.  337. 

In  equity,  the  note  in  the  hands  of  the 
payee,  the  respondent  herein,  is  subject 
to  defenses  the  same  as  if  he  had  made 
the  covenants  of  warranty  in  the  deed- 

Vorce  V.  Rosenbery,  12  Neb.  448,  UN. 
W.    879. 

It  is  a  legal  impossibility  that  Richard 
M.  Neely  can  be  an  innocent  purchaser  of 
the  note. 

Chariton  Plow  Co.  v.  Davidson,  16  Neb. 
374,  20  N.  W.  256;  Camp  v.  Sturdevant, 
16  Neb.  698,  21  N.  W.  449. 

Where  different  instruments  are  ex- 
ecuted as  evidences  of  different  parts  of 
one  transaction,  they  are  to  be  construed 
as   constituting  but    one    single    contract. 

Wilson  V.  Roots,  119  111.  386,  10  N.  E. 
204;  Keith  v.  Miller,  174  111.  73,  51  N.  BL 
151 ;  Brexcer  v.  Penn.  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Go.  36 
C.   C.  A.   289,  94  Fed.  347;  Low  ▼.  Black- 
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ford,  31  C.  C.  A.  15,  58  U.  S.  App.  737,  87 
Fed.  395;  South  Baptist  8oc.  v.  Clapp,  18 
Barb.  35;  Ahele  v.  lfcGrt*i^an,  78  Mich. 
415,  44  N.  W.  393;  Lamh  v.  Davenport, 
1   Sawy.  609,   Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,016. 

The  respondents  cannot  invoke  the  doc- 
trine of  novation. 

Murphy  v.  Uanrahan,  50  Wis.  489«  7 
N.  W.  436. 

The  transaction  here  can  be  considered 
in  no  other  light  than  as  a  convenient 
form  of  assignment  by  Mrs.  Neely  to  her 
son  of  a  chose  in  action,  or  as  a  promise 
of  Williams  for  her  benefit  and  at  her  in- 
stance and  request. 

21  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
4(62 ;  2  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
pp.  1079,  1080;  Allen  v.  Rundle^  45  Conn. 
528;  Gaston  v.  (hoen,  43  Wis.  103;  Clark 
T.  Billings,  59  Ind.  508;  Shamp  v.  Meyer, 
20  Neb.  225,  29  N.  W.  379- 

The  right  of  action  on  the  one  instru- 
ment may  be  used  as  a  defense  against 
an  action  on  the  other. 

Rawle,  Covenants,  $  350;  8  Sedgw. 
Damages,  8th  ed.  %  1053;  2  Sutherland, 
Damages,  (*  632-640;  Schuchmann  v. 
Knoebel,  27   HI.   175;   Soantlin  v.   AUison, 

12  Kan.  85;  Croos  v.  Noble,  67  Pa.  78; 
Beecher  v.  Baldwin,  55  Conn.  428,  3  Am. 
bt.  Rep.  57,  12  Atl.  401;  Avery  v.  Brown, 
31  Conn.  403. 

Breaches  of  covenants  in  the  deed,  in 
transactions  of  which  the  note  is  a  part, 
are  good  defenses  and  counterclaims 
against  the  note. 

The  vendee  does  not  have  to  pay  off  the 
encumbrances  in  order  to  get  substantial 
relief,  but  he  can  hold  the  security  in  his 
hand  as  a  protection. 

Jagues  v.  Esler,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  463:   Union 

Ifat.   Bank  v.   Pinner,   26  N.   J.   Eq.   495; 

•        White  V.  Stretch,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  76;  Coy  v. 

Downie,     14    Fla.    544;    Lowry    v.    Hurd, 

7  Minn.  356,  Gil.  285;   Walker  v.  Wilson, 

13  Wis.  *  523 ;  Wamsley  v.  Hunter,  29  La. 
Ann.  628;  Applegarth  v.  Robertson,  65 
Md.  493,  4  Atl.  896;  Wilber  v.  Buchanan, 
85  Ind.  42;  Mondel  v.  Steel,  8  Mees.  &  W. 
658;  13  Am.  A  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp. 
806,  807. 

The  cause  of  action  for  breach  of  cove- 
nants in  this  case  is  not  barred  by  the 
statute  of  limitations,  because  the  whole 
contract  is  up  and  concurrent,  and  the 
obligations  are  mutual,  the  one  part  be- 
ing consideration  for  the  other,  and,  as 
between  the  parties  thereto,  equity  will 
hold  that  one  part  is  not  barred  as  a 
counterclaim  against  the  other  so  long  as 
the  other   is   not  barred- 

Arery  y.  Brown,  31  Conn.  405;  Beecher 
▼.  Baldwin,  55  Conn.  428,  3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


57,  12  Atl.  401;  Angell,  Limitations 
of  Actions,  S  75;  Wood,  Limitation  of 
Actions,  3d  ed.  S  282;  White  v.  Stretch, 
22  N.   J.   Eq.   76. 

Messrs.  Wharton,  Balrd,  ft  Sons, 
for   appellees: 

The  alleged  defense  of  total  failure  of 
consideration  is  not  maintainable. 

Saddler  v.  White,  14  La.  Ann.  173; 
Glascock   V.    Rand,    14   Mo.    550. 

The  alleged  defense  of  set-off  or  coun- 
terclaim cannot  be  maintained  '  in  favor 
of    appellants    and    against    appellees. 

Stantius  V.  Stannus,  30  Iowa,  448; 
Van  Buskirk  v.  Day,  32  111.  260;  Steadioell 
V.  Morris,  61  Ga.  97;  Brashear  v.  West,  7 
Pet.  606,  8  L.  ed.  801;  Simpson  v.  Jen- 
nings, 15  Neb.  671,  19  N.  W.  473;  Spencer 
V.  Johnston,  68  Neb.  44,  78  N.  W.  482; 
Fuller  V.  Steiglitz,  27  Ohio  St.  355,  22 
Am.  Rep.  312;  Thompson  v.  Emery,  27 
N.  H.  269;  Frick  v.  White,  57  N.  Y.  103; 
Graham  v.  Tilford,  1  Met.  (Ky.)  112; 
Computing  Scale  Co.  v.  Churchill,  109 
Wis.  303,  85  N.  W.  337. 

In  no  view  of  this  case  would  the  court 
be  justified  in  granting  the  injunction 
prayed. 

Scott  v.  Neely,  140  U.  S.  106,  35  L. 
ed.  358,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  712;  Marine 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Hodgson,  7  Cranch,  332,  3  L.  ed. 
362;  Truly  v.  Wanzer,  5  How.  141,  12  L. 
ed.  88;  Buchanan  v.  Alwell,  27  Tenn.  516; 
Wimberg  v.  Schioegeman,  97  Ind.  528; 
Miller  v.  Avenj,  2  Barb.  Ch.  582;  Wilkins 
v.  Hogue,  55  N.  C.  (2  Jones,  Eq.)  479; 
Vick  V.  Percy,  7  Smedes  k  M.  256,  45  Am. 
Dec.  303;  Patton  v.  Taylor,  7  How.  133, 
12  L.  ed.  638 ;  Refeld  v,  Woodfolk,  22 
How.  318,  16  L.  ed.  370;  Senter  v.  Hill, 
5  Sneed,  505;  Elliott  v.  Thompson,  4 
Humph.  99,  40  Am.  Dec.  636;  Gayle  v. 
Fattle,  14  Md.  69;  Titcomb  v.  Potter, 
11  Me.  218;  Mutter  v.  Hamilton,  Brun. 
Col.  Cas.  27,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,974. 
On  petitimi  for  rehearing. 

From  counsel's  own  statement  it  is 
clear  that  he  intended  to  present  in  his 
bill  the  same  defense  which  he  pleaded 
in  the  law  action,  which  was  that  of  coun- 
terclaim,   and    not    equitable    recoupment. 

The  opinion  as  rendered  was  based 
upon  an  issue  which  was  not  before  the 
trial  court,  and  for  that  reason  should 
be  modified. 

Dermott  v.  Jones,  23  How.  235,  16  L. 
ed.   448. 

Recoupment  as  a  defense  is  available 
only  when  there  are  mutual  obligations 
between  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  grow- 
ing out  of  the  same  transaction. 

Winthrop  Sav.  Bank  v.  Jackson,  67  Me. 
570,  24  Am.  Rep.  56;  Hill  v .^ar sons,  llO 
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Til.  107;  Widrig  ▼.  Taggart,  51  Mich.  103,  [ 
10  N.  W.  251;  Blair  y.  Reid,  20  Tex.  311. 

Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  is  a  suit  in  chancery.  The  theory 
upon  which  counsel  for  the  complainants 
seeks  to  maintain  it  is  this:  In  equity 
and  good  conscience,  Richard  M.  Neely 
ought  not  to  be  permitted  to  recover  upon 
the  complainants'  note  the  full  amoimt  of 
tie  unpaid  purchase  price  of  the  land 
which  they  bought  of  his  mother,  Mrs. 
Annie  H.  Neely,  through  him  as  her  agent: 
but  the  amount  of  his  recovery  should  be 
reduced  by  the  diminution  of  the  value  of 
the  title  which  resulted  from  the  liens 
upon  the  land  which  they  bought.  The 
purchase  price  which  the  complainants 
agreM  to  pay  was  the  full  value  of  a  per- 
fect title  to  the  property,  free  from  all 
encumbrances.  The  vendor  agreed  to  give 
them  such  a  title.  They  have  not  received 
it,  but  have  obtained  one  of  much  less 
value,  since  the  encumbrances  upon  it  are 
about  equal  to  the  unpaid  purchase  price 
evidenced  by  their  note.  Neely,  the  payee 
of  this  note,  knew  of  these  encumbrances 
before  he  took  or  paid  for  the  note.  He 
knew  that  his  mother,  in  performance  of 
her  agreement  of  sale,  gave  to  the  com- 
plainants a  covenant  against  encumbrances 
upon  the  title  to  the  land,  and  that  the 
note  evidenced  the  unpaid  part  of  the  pur- 
chase price.  He  knew — ^for  he  cannot 
escape  knowledge  of  the  law — that  against 
his  mother,  and  against  all  who  took  the 
note  with  knowledge  of  its  consideration 
and  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  under 
which  it  was  made,  the  obligation  of  the 
complainants  to  pay  it  was  conditioned 
by  the  faithful  performance  by  the  vendor 
of  her  obligation  to  vest  in  them  a  title 
free  from  encumbrances.  She  has  failed 
to  comply  with  her  agreement,  and  the 
complainants  invoke  the  aid  of  this  court 
to  reduce  the  amount  to  be  paid  upon  their 
note  by  the  damages  which  they  must 
sustain  by  the  failure  of  the  vendor  to 
comply  with  the  conditions  subsequent  of 
the  complainants'  obligation  to  pay, — her 
contract  to  furnish  them  a  perfect  title 
free  from  encumbrances.  This  theory  of 
counsel  for  the  complainants  does  not  at 
first  blush  appear  to  be  irrational;  nor 
does  the  relief  they  seek  seem  to  be  either 
unjust  or   inequitable. 

The  purpose  of  the  bill  is  to  present  and 
enforce  an  equitable  defense  to  the  action 
for  payment  of  complainants*  note.  That 
defense  is  not,  as  counsel  for  the  defendants 
seem  to  suppose,  either  a  set-off  or  a 
counterclaim.  Hence  neither  an  independ- 
ent cause  of  action  in  the  defendant  to  re- 
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cover  damages  of  the  complainant,  nor  a 
claim  for  liquidated  damages,  is  an  in- 
dispensable element  of  it.  The  defense  is 
simply  an  equitable  reason  why  the  amount 
which  the  defendant  should  recover  upon 
his  note  should  be  reduced  below  the 
amount  which  appears  to  be  due  upon  its 
face.  It  springs  out  of  and  is  a  part  of 
the  same  transaction  from  which  the  note 
arises.  It  is  reduction  or  equitable  re- 
coupment, for  it  is  analogous  to  the  defense 
of  recoupment  at  law.  That  defense  crept 
from  courts  of  chancery  into  the  practice 
at  law  to  enable  courts  of  law  to  avoid 
the  expense  of  suits  in  equity,  to  prevent 
circuity  of  action,  and  to  obtain  its  benefit. 
Reah  V.  MoAlUter,  8  Wend.  109;  Nashville 
Trust  Co.  V.  Fourth  Nat,  Bank,  91  Tenn. 
336,  15  L.  R.  A.  710,  714,  18  S.  W.  822. 

In  Wheat  v.  Dotson,  12  Ark.  699,  711. 
Mr.  Justice  Scott,  in  an  exhaustive  and 
learned  opinion,  shows  that  recoupment 
is,  in  its  nature  and  essence,  an  equity; 
that  it  was  derived  from  the  civil  law; 
that  it  is  now  uniformly  applied  where 
one  brings  an  action  for  a  breach  of  a  con- 
tract, and  the  defendant  can  show  that 
some  stipulation  in  the  same  contract  wa» 
made  by  the  plaintifl",  which  he  has  vio- 
lated; and  that  under  the  modem  practice 
at  law  a  defendant  in  an  action  upon 
any  contract  to  pay  the  purchase  price  of 
land,  the  title  to  which  was  warranted 
to  him,  may  reduce  the  recovery  by  way 
of  recoupment  by  proof  of  a  partial  failure 
of  consideration  which  has  resulted  from 
a  diminution  in  the  quantity  or  quality 
of  the  Ifitnd  conveyed,  but  that  a  partial 
defect  in  the  title  to  the  land  is  inadmis- 
sible at  law  for  this  purpose,  because 
equity  has  exclusive  and  peculiar  juris- 
diction over  the  title  to  real  estate,  and  has 
the  power  to  perfect  it,  because,  in  gen- 
eral, the  vendee  sustains  no  injury  by  a 
defect  of  title  so  long  as  he  retains  the 
possession  and  use  of  the  land,  and  because 
courts  of  law  lack  the  peculiar  jurisdic- 
tion to  cause  defective  titles  to  be  per- 
fected, and  are  unable  to  do  final  and 
complete  justice  between  the  parties,  and 
to  terminate  all  possible  litigation  over  the 
controversy. 

Recoupment  is  the  keeping  back  of 
something  that  is  due  because  there  is  aa 
equitable  reason  for  holding  it.  Ives  ▼. 
Van  Epps,  22  Wend.  155,  156.  As  the  de- 
fense in  this  suit  is  not  based  upon  a 
set-off  or  a  counterclaim,  but  upon  an 
equitable  reason,  inhering  in  the  trans- 
action out  of  which  the  note  springs, 
why  the  claim  of  Neely  ought,  in  equity 
and   good  conscience,   to   be   reduced,   and. 
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:as  it  presents  no  affirmative  cause  of 
action  for  a  recovery  against  Neely,  the 
authorities  dted  by  his  counsel  relative 
to  the  essential  attributes  of  set-ofifs  and 
-counterclaims  {Simpson  v.  Jennings,  16 
Neb.  671,  19  N.  W.  473;  Spenoer  v.  John- 
stony  58  Neb.  44,  78  N.  W.  482;  Fuller 
V.  Steiglitz,  27  Ohio  St.  355,  22  Am.  Rep. 
312;  Friok  v.  White,  57  N.  Y-  103; 
Graham  v.  Tilford,  1  Met  [Ky.]  112; 
Brashear  v.  West,  7  Pet.  608,  616,  8  L.  ed. 
-801,  804;  and  Computing  Boole  Co.  v. 
ChurchiU,  109  Wis.  303,  85  N.  W.  337) 
have  no  relevancy  to  the  issues  presented 
in  this  case,  and  they  will  not  be  farther 
noticed. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  nature  of  this 
suit,  and  the  ground  of  the  equitable 
defense  it  seeks  to  present,  let  us  con- 
-sider  the  questions  which  condition  its 
maintenance. 

In  an  action  by  the  vendor  upon  a 
promissory  note  for  the  unpaid  purchase 
price  of  real  estate  which  he  has  conveyed 
to  the  vendee  by  a  deed  with  covenants  of 
warranty  and  against  encumbrances,  the 
latter  may  reduce  the  amount  of  the  re* 
•covery  by  proof  of  a  partial  failure  of 
consideration  which  has  resulted  from  a 
defect  of  title.  3  Sedgw.  Damages,  \ 
1053;  Sutherland,  Damages,  S  641;  Davis 
"v.  Bean,  114  Mass.  358;  Sohuchmamn  v. 
Knoehel,  27  111.  175;  Jaques  v.  Ester,  4 
N.  J.  Eq-  461,  462;  Union  Nat  Bank  v. 
Pinner,  25  N.  J.  Eq.  495 ;  White  v.  Stretch, 
22  N.  J.  Eq.  76,  80;  Johnson  v.  Oere,  2 
Johns.  Ch.  546;  Walker  v.  Wilson,  13 
Wis.  622;  Wilson  v.  Cochran,  46  Pa.  229, 
231;  Clarke  v.  Hardgrove,  7  Gratt.  399, 
407;  Soantlin  v.  Allison,  12  Kan.  85; 
Cross  V.  Noble,  67  Pa.  74,  78;  Beeoher  v. 
Baldwin,  65  Conn.  419,  431,  3  Am.  St. 
Rep.  57,  12  Atl.  401;  Avery  v.  Brown,  31 
Conn.  398,  402;  Coy  v.  Doionie,  14  Fla. 
.S44,  562 ;  Lowry  v.  Eurd,  7  Minn.  356,  Gil. 
282,  285;  Wamsley  ▼.  Hunter,  29  La.  Ann. 
628,  629;  Toungman  v.  Linn,  62  Pa.  413, 
416;  Crenshaw  ▼.  Smith,  5  Munf.  415, 
417.  The  reason  for  this  rule  is  that  the 
covenants  in  the  deed  and  the  promise  in 
the  note  are  mutual  covenants,  and  the 
performance  of  each  is  the  consideration 
of  and  the  condition  of  the  obligor's 
promise  to  perform  the  other.  This  is  an 
-evident  proposition  so  long  as  the  contract 
of  sale  is  executory,  and  the  covenant  to 
vest  good  title  and  the  promise  to  pay  the 
purchase  price  are  embodied  in  a  single 
written  instrument,  which  is  signed  by 
both  the  parties.  Partial  failure  of  the 
plaintiff  to  perform  is  always  a  good  de- 
fense pro  tanto  to  an  action  for  damages 
for  the  defendant's  failure  to  keep  his 
agreement,  or  to  »  suit  to  enforce  its 
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specific  performance.  The  reason  for  the 
rule,  and  its  appropriate  application  to  a 
covenant  against  encumbrances  and  a 
promissory  note  for  the  purchase  price, 
would  be  equally  obvious  if  these  mutual 
covenants  which  accompany  the  transfer 
of  title  were  embodied  in  a  single  written 
agreement  which  was  signed  by  the  par- 
ties. A  moment's  reflection  will,  however, 
convince  that  it  can  make  no  difference  in 
the  rights  of  the  parties  to  the  sale,  or  in 
the  legal  effect  of  the  transaction,  that  the 
covenant  of  the  vendor  is  in  one  writing, 
and  the  promise  of  the  vendee  is  in  another. 
The  performance  of  the  one  is  still  the 
consideration  and  the  condition  subsequent 
of  the  other,  and  a  partial  failure  to  per- 
form one  ought  to  be,  and  is  still,  a  de- 
fense pro  ta/nto  to  an  action  or  suit  upon 
tlie  other.  Hence  it  is  that  in  Davis  v. 
Bean,  114  Mass.  358;  Sohuohmann  v. 
Knoebel,  27  111.  175;  Jaques  v.  Esler,  4 
N.  J.  Eq.  461,  462;  Union  Nat,  Bank  v. 
Pinner,  26  N.  J.  Eq*  495 ;  White  v.  Stretch, 
22  N.  J.  Eq.  76,  80;  and  Wilson  v.  Cochran, 
46  Pa.  229,  231,— the  courts  held,  in  ac- 
tions by  vendors  upon  promissory  notes 
for  portions  of  the  purchase  price  of  land 
which  the  vendors  had  conveyed  to  the 
defendants  with  covenants  against  encum- 
brances, that  the  vendees  might  reduce 
the  amounts  of  the  recoveries  by  the 
amounts  of  the  encumbrances  upon  the 
titles.  And,  on  the  other  hand,  in  Beecher 
V.  Baldwin,  66  Conn.  419,  3  Am.  St.  Rep. 
57,  12  Atl.  401,  the  supreme  court  of 
Connecticut  'decided  that,  in  an  action  by 
a  vendee  upon  a  covenant  against  encum- 
brances, his  recovery  could  be  reduced  by 
the  amount  of  his  unpaid  notes  for  a  part 
of  the  purchase  price. 

Upon  a  breach  of  a  covenant  of  warranty 
or  of  a  covenant  against  encumbrances, 
the  obligee  has  a  choice  of  remedies. 
He  may  pay  the  purchase  price  and  bring 
his  action  on  the  covenant,  or  he  may  re- 
duce the  vendor's  recovery  for  the  purchase 
price  by  the  amount  of  the  diminution  of 
the  value  of  the  title  on  account  of  the 
defect  in  it.  He  may  do  this  upon  the 
ground  that  his  obligation  to  pay  the 
price  was  subject  to  the  condition  that 
the  vendor  would  perform  his  obligation 
to  furnish  a  title  free  from  encumbrances, 
and  that  he  has  violated  that  condition, 
and  upon  the  further  ground  that  the 
performance  of  that  condition  was  a  part 
of  the  consideration  of  his  agreement. 
Lyon  V.  Bertram,  20  How.  149,  154,  15  L. 
ed.  847,  849;  Dorr  v.  Fisher,  1  Cush.  271, 
273,  274.  The  general  rule  upon  this 
subject  is  stated  in  these  words  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Winder  v.  Caldwell^  14 
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How.  434,  443;  14  L.  ed.  487,  491,  an  ac- 
tion on  a  building  contract,  to  which  the 
defense  of  delay,  poor  materials,  and  poor 
workmanship  was  interposed:  "For,  al- 
though it  is  true,  as  a  general  rule,  that 
unliquidated  damages  cannot  be  the  subject 
of  set-off,  yet  it  is  well  settled  that  a 
total  or  partial  failure  of  consideration, 
acts  of  nonfeasance  or  misfeasance,  immedi- 
ately connected  with  the  cause  of  action, 
or  any  equitable  defense  arising  out  of  the 
same  transaction^  may  be  given  in  evidence 
in  mitigation  of  damages  or  recouped,  not 
strictly  by  way  of  defalcation  or  set-off, 
but  for  the  purpose  of  defeating  the  plain- 
tiff's action,  in  whole  or  in  part,  and  to 
avoid  circuity  of  action."  Withers  v. 
Greene,  9  How.  214,  13  L.  ed.  109;  Van 
Buren  v.  Digges,  11  How.  461,  13  L.  ed.  771. 
The  application  of  this  rule  to  an  action 
on  a  note  or  a  bond  for  the  purchase  price  of 
land,  in  which  the  defense  of  a  breach  of  a 
covenant  through  a  defect  of  title  is  inter- 
posed, is  perhaps  nowhere  better  shown 
than  by  the  supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania 
(a  state  under  whose  system  of  jurispru- 
dence legal  and  equitable  rights  are  enforced 
in  the  same  action)  in  Wilson  v.  Cochran, 
46  Pa.  229,  231  (an  action  on  bonds  for  the 
purchase  price  of  land,  in  which  the  defend- 
ant, who  held  a  warranty  deed,  was  per- 
mitted to  reduce  the  recovery  by  the  dim- 
inution in  the  value  of  the  title  which  re- 
sulted from  the  encumbrance  of  a  right  of 
way,  of  which  both  parties  had  construc- 
tive notice  from  the  records  at  the  time  of 
the  sale).  That  court  said:  "The  deten- 
tion of  purchase  money  on  account  of 
breaches  of  the  vendor's  covenant  is  a 
mode  of  defense  that  is  peculiar  to 
our  Pennsylvania  jurisprudence,  but  the 
principle  is  well  settled  with  us  that, 
where  a  vendor  has  conveyed  with  cove- 
nants on  which  he  would  be  liable  to 
the  vendee  in  damages  for  a  defect  of 
title,  the  vendee  may  detain  purchase 
money,  to  the  extent  to  which  he  would 
be  entitled  to  recover  damages  upon  the 
covenant,  and  he  is  not  obliged  to  restore 
possession  to  his  vendor  before  or  at  the 
time  of  availing  himself  of  such  a  defense. 
Where  there  is  a  known  defect,  but  no 
covenant  or  fraud,  the  vendee  can  avail 
himself  of  nothing;  being  presumed  to 
have  been  compensated  for  the  risk  in 
the  collateral  advantages  of  the  bargain. 
But  where  there  is  a  covenant  against  a 
known  defect,  he  shall  not  detain  pur- 
chase money  unless  the  covenant  has  been 
broken.  If  the  covenant  be  for  seisin  or 
against  encumbrances,  it  is  broken  as 
soon  as  made,  if  a  defect  of  title  or  an 
encumbrance  exist;  but,  if  it  be  a  covenant 
of  warranty,  it  binds  tl  e  grantor  to  de- 
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fend  the  possession  against  every  claimant 
of  it  by  right,  and  is  consequently  a 
covenant    against    rightful    eviction." 

The  broken  covenant  in  the  case  in  hand 
is  a  covenant  against  encumbrances,  and 
it  was  broken  as  soon  as  it  was  made. 

The  later  case  of  Cross  v.  Noble,  67 
Pa.  74,  78,  demonstrates'  the  fact  that  it 
was  not  the  intention  of  the  Pennsylvania 
oourt  in  the  case  last  cited  to  hold  that 
the  defense  of  a  partial  failure  of  con- 
sideration arising  from  a  defect  of  title 
is  not  available  in  the  absence  of  a  cove- 
nant, for  Mr.  Justice  Sharwood  there  says: 
"Mr.  Justice  Kennedy,  in  Roland  v.  Jft7- 
ler,  3  Watts  &  S.  390,  has  stated  the 
rule  as  it  has  always  been  understood 
and  acted  upon  in  this  state:  'The'  doc- 
trine of  Steinhauer  v.  Witman,  1  Serg.  & 
R.  438,  is  that,  if  the.  consideration 
money  haa  not  been  paid,  the  purchaser, 
unless  it  plainly  appear  that  he  has 
agreed  to  run  the  risk  of  the  title,  may 
defend  himself  in  an  action  for  the  pur- 
chase money  by  showing  that  the  title  was 
defective,  either  in  whole  or  in  part, 
whether  there  was  a  covenant  of  general 
warranty  or  of  right  to  convey  or  of 
quiet  enjoyment  by  the  vendor,  or  not, 
and  whether  the  vendor  has  executed  a 
deed  of  conveyance  for  the  premises,  or 
not.'  Lloyd  v.  Farrell,  48  Pa.  73,  86  Am. 
Dec.  663;  Weakland  v.  Hoffman,  60  Pa. 
613,  88  Am.  Dec.  560;  Herrod  v.  Black- 
burn, 56  Pa.  103,  94  Am,  Dec.  49: 
Dankel  v.  Hunter,  61  Pa.  382,  100  Am. 
Dec.  651."  Orand  Lodge  of  Masone  v. 
Know,  20  Mo.  433;  Ives  v.  Van  Epps,  22 
Wend.  156;  M'Allister  ▼.  Reah,  4  Wend. 
486. 

These  authorities  perhaps  sufficiently 
illustrate  the  general  rule  that  a  partial 
failure  of  consideration  wrought  by  a 
defect  of  title  is  a  good  defense  pro  tanio 
to  an  action  upon  a  promissory  note  for 
the  purchase  price  of  land  conveyed  by  a 
warranty  deed. 

The  next  question  for  consideration  is. 
When  is  this  defense  available  at  law, 
and  when  in  equity?  There  is  much 
diversity  of  opinion  in  the  courts  of  the 
states  upon  the  question  when  a  partial 
defect  of  title  is  available  to  reduce  a 
recovery  in  an  action  at  law  for  the  pur- 
chase price.  A  review  of  many  of  the 
decisions  upon  this  subject  may  be  found 
in  2  Sutherland  on  Damages,  §§  632- 
641.  Naturally  the  use  of  the  equitable 
remedy  of  an  injunction  against  the 
prosecution  of  an  action  at  law  for  the 
purchase  price  varies  in  the  different 
states  with  the  different  rules  which 
they  have  ad<f^ted  for  the  admission  of 
this    defense   at   law.    But   the    power    to 
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protect  purchasers  is  more  ample,  and  is 
more  freely  exercised  in  courts  of  equity 
than  in  courts  of  law;  and,  where  the 
remedy  at  law  is  not  clearly  adequate, 
their  jurisdiction  is  never  invoked  in 
vain«  The  Supreme  Court  has  repeatedly 
declared  that  "a  court  of  chancery  re- 
gards the  transfer  of  real  property  in  a 
contract  of  sale  and  the  payment  of  the 
price  as  correlative  obligations.  The  one 
is  the  consideration  of  the  other,  and  the 
one  failing  leaves  the  other  without  a 
cause."  Refeld  v.  Woodfolk,  22  How, 
318,  327,  16  L.  ed.  370,  375;  Slide  d  8. 
Oold  Mines  v.  Seymour,  153  U.  S.  509,  617, 
38  L.  ed.  802,  805,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  842. 
And  the  general  rule  upon  this  subject 
may  be  safely  stated  in  these  words:  A 
eourt  of  equity  should  issue  an  injunction 
to  stay  an  action  at  law  upon  a  promissory 
note  for  the  purchase  price  until  the  de- 
fense of  reduction  arising  out  of  the  same 
transaction  is  allowed  whenever  the  remedy 
at  law  is  less  certain,  prompt,  and  efficient 
to  attain  the  ends  of  justice,  either  because 
the  interests  of  the  parties  require  that  the 
title  to  the  land  should  be  perfected,  that 
their  rights  should  be  adjudicated,  and 
that  the  litigation  over  it  should  be  closed, 
— a  result  which  no  remedy  at  law  is  ade- 
quate to  accomplish, —  or  because  it  entails 
circuity  of  action,  or  because  there  is  seri- 
ovL<  danger  of  unjustifiable  loss  or  injury 
to  the  vendee,  which  a  court  of  equity  may, 
<^^but  a  court  of  law  cannot,  prevent.  Jaquea 
V.  Esler,  4  N.  J.  Eq.  461,  462;  Johnson  v. 
Oere,  2  Johns.  Gh.  546;  Roger  v.  Kane,  6 
Leigh,  606,  607;  Clarke  v.  Hardgrove,  7 
Gratt.  399,  407 ;  Union  Nat.  Bank  v.  Pinner, 
25  N.  J.  Eq.  495;  White  v.  Stretch,  22  N.  J. 
Eq.  76;  Coy  v.  Doumie,  14  Fla.  544;  Walk- 
er T.  Wilson,  13  Wis.  523. 

The  case  at  bar  falls  well  within  this 
rule.  The  liens  of  the  annuities  have  been 
fastened  upon  the  land  of  the  complainants 
by  the  decree  of  the  state  court,  and  they 
cannot  escape  their  payment.  A  court  of 
law  has  not  the  power  to  determine  their 
amounts,  to  require  their  present  payment 
and  release,  or  to  perfect  the  title  to  the 
land,  in  the  action  for  the  purchase  price, 
or  in  an  action  on  the  covenant  against 
encumbrances,  because  that  court  cannot 
grant  relief  of  that  nature.  On  the  other 
hand,  a  court  of  equity  has  plenary  juris- 
diction to  render  a  decree  in  this  suit  which 
will  determine  the  amounts  of  the  liens  and 
the  parties  who  must  pay  them,  which  will 
perfect  the  title  to  the  land,  and  put  an 
end  to  the  litigation  concerning  it.  More- 
over, if,  as  counsel  for  Richard  M.  Neely 
contend,  the  action  upon  the  covenant 
against  Annie  H.  Neely  is  barred  by  the 
69L.R.A. 


statute  of  limitations,  the  complainants 
have  no  remedy  at  law  by  an  action  upon 
that  covenant;  and,  if  it  is  not  barred, 
she  is  not  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Ne- 
braska, and  an  action  at  law  in  another 
jurisdiction  is  not  as  prompt  and  efficient 
a  remedy  as  a  suit  in  equity  to  determine 
the  rights  of  the  parties  in  the  jurisdiction 
which  Neely  has  invoked.  North  Chicago 
Rolling  Mill  Co.  ▼.  St.  Louis  Ore  d  Steel 
Co.  152  U.  S.  596,  617,  38  L.  ed.  565,  572, 
14  Sup.  Ct.  710;  Quick  v.  Lemon,  105  111. 
578;  Taylor  v.  Stowell,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  175; 
Forbes  v.  Cooper,  88  Ky.  285,  11  S.  W.  24; 
Robbins  v.  Holley,  1  T.  B.  Mon.  191;  Ed- 
minson  v.  Baxter,  4  Hayw.  (Tennn.)  112, 
9  Am.  Dec.  751 ;  Da/vis  v.  Milbum,  3  Iowa, 
163;  Oreen  v.  Campbell,  55  N.  C.  (2  Jones, 
Eq.)  446. 

The  cases  presented  in  opposition  to 
this  conclusion  do  not  rule  the  issue  which 
this  case  presents.  A  class  of  authorities 
is  cited  to  the  effect  that  a  partial  or  total 
failure  of  the  title  conveyed  by  a  warranty 
deed  presents  no  defense  in  equity  to  the 
payment  of  the  purchase  price,  unless  the 
vendee  has  been  evicted  from,  or  has  sur- 
rendered possession  of,  the  land,  because 
until  that  time  there  is  no  breach  of  the 
covenant  against  rightful  claims  for  title 
and  possession.  Patton  v.  Taylor,  7  How. 
133,  159,  12  L.  ed.  638,  649;  Elliott  v. 
Thompson,  4  Humph.  99,  40  Am.  Dec.  630; 
Buchanan  v.  Alwell,  8  Humph.  516,  518; 
Wimberg  v.  Schwegeman,  97  Ind.  529,  530; 
Wilkins  v.  Hogue,  65  N.  C.  (2  Jones,  Eq.) 
479,  481 :  Vick  v.  Percy,  7  Smedes  &  M.  256, 
46  Am.  Dec.  '303.  These  decisions  seem  to 
adopt  the  ancient  rule  of  the  common  law 
that  a  partial  failure  of  consideration  is  no 
defense  to  a  promissory  note.  That  rule 
has  long  since  been  abolished,  both  at  law 
and  in  equity;  and  an  application  of  the 
modern  rule  evidenced  by  the  decisions  cited 
in  the  earlier  part  of  this  opinion  leads  logic- 
ally to  a  different  conclusion  from  that  an- 
nounced in  these  opinions.  If,  however,  we 
concede  their  correctness,  they  go  no  farther 
than  to  hold  that  until  the  covenant  against 
rightful  claims  to  the  title  and  possession, 
which  was  under  consideration  in  those 
cases,  is  completely  broken,  and  all  the  pos- 
sible damage  from  the  breach  has  accrued, 
equity  will  grant  no  relief.  The  relief 
sought  in  those  cases  was  denied  because 
the  covenant  against  lawful  claims  to  title 
and  possession  was  not  broken,  and  the 
damage  from  it  had  not  accrued,  so  long  as 
the  vendee  enjoyed  the  undisturbed  posses- 
sion and  use  of  the  land,  and  because  an 
action  upon  that  covenant,  when  broken, 
would  furnish  a  complete  remedy  to  the 
vendee.  The  facts  of  this  case  do  not  bring 
it  within  this  rule.     The  covenant  in  quea- 
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tion  here  is  not  the  covenant  against  right- 
ful claims  to  title  and  possession,  but  the 
•covenant  against  encumbrances.  That  cove- 
nant was  broken  when  it  was  made.  The 
decree  of  the  state  court  judicially  estab- 
lished the  paramount  liens  of  the  encum- 
brances. It  judicially  determined  that  the 
breach  of  the  covenant  against  them,  and  the 
damages  therefrom,  had  arisen  when  the 
covenant  was  made.  It  as  effectually  dem- 
onstrated the  complete  breach  of  the  cove- 
nant against  encumbrances  at  the  time  it 
was  made  as  a  judgment  at  law,  and  evic- 
tion thereunder,  would  have  established  a 
breach  of  the  covenant  against  rightful 
•claims  to  the  title  and  possession.  Boyd 
▼.  Barilett,  36  Vt  9,  15;  Turner  v.  Good- 
rich,  26  Vt.  707.  In  this  way  the  complete 
breach  of  the  covenant  against  encum- 
brances is  established  by  the  record  before 
us,  and  an  action  upon  it  will  furnish  the 
•complainants  no  adequate  remedy,  because 
it  will  not  settle  the  dainu  to,  or  perfect 
the  title  to,  the  land,  because  it  is  probably 
barred  by  the  statute,  and,  if  it  is  not,  it 
presents  a  more  dilatory,  circuitous,  and 
doubtful  remedy  than  the  pending  suit. 

The  cases  of  Miller  ▼.  Avery,  2  Barb.  Ch. 
582;  Senter  v.  Hill,  5  Sneed,  606,  and 
Oayle  v.  Faitle,  14  Md.  69,  cited  for  Neely, 
rest  upon  the  conceded  proposition  that 
averment  or  proof  of  an  adverse  action  by 
a,  third  party,  without  allegation  or  evi- 
dence that  it  is  founded  on  a  superior  lien 
or  title,  is  insufficient  to  invoke  the  aid  of 
a  court  of  equity.  Nor  does  the  decision 
in  Refeld  v.  Woodfolk,  22  How.  318,  327, 
16  L.  ed.  370,  375,  that  a  vendee  who  has 
•completed  the  payment  of  the  purchase  price 
is  not  entitled  to  a  decree  that  the  vendor 
shall  perfect  the  title,  have  any  relevancy 
to  the  question  under  consideration  in  the 
•case  at  bar.  The  equity  of  a  vendee  who 
has  voluntarily  paid  the  purchase  price 
differs  radically  from  that  of  one  who  re- 
sists its  payment.  There  is  no  opinion  of 
any  court  in  these  authorities  cited  for 
Neely  inconsistent  with  the  view  that  a 
court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction  to  grant  the 
relief  which  the  complainants  in  this  case 
seek.  In  Davis  v.  Wakelee,  156  U.  S.  680, 
6^8,  39  L.  ed.  578,  584,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  555, 
we  find  these  words :  ''It  is  a  settled  princi- 
ple of  equity  jurisprudence  that,  if  the 
remedy  at  law  be  doubtful,  a  court  of 
equity  will  not  decline  cognizance  of  the 
suit.  .  .  .  Where  equity  can  give  relief, 
plaintiff  ought  not  to  be  compelled  to  specu- 
late upon  the  chance  of  his  obtaining  relief 
at  law." 

The  adequate  remedy  at  law  which  will 
deprive  a  court  of  equity  of  jurisdiction 
is  a  remedy  as  certain,  complete,  prompt, 
and  efficient  to  attain  the  ends  of  justice 
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as  the  remedy  in  equity.  Boyce  ▼.  Orundy, 
3  Pet.  210,  215,  7  L.  ed.  655,  657;  Spring- 
field Mill  Co,  V.  Barnard  d  L.  Mfg.  Co. 
26  C.  C.  A.  389,  393,  49  U.  S.  App.  438, 
81  Fed.  261,  265;  Brown  v.  Arnold,  67  C. 
C.  A.  125,  131  Fed.  723.  The  complain- 
ants have  no  such  remedy  at  law.  A  court 
of  equity  alone  has  the  power  to  grant 
them  adequate  relief,  and  its  jurisdiction 
of  this  suit  is  complete. 

But  counsel  for  Richard  M.  Neely  insist 
that,  while  an  assignee  of  a  chose  in  ac- 
tion takes  its  subject  to  all  the  defenses 
that  could  at  the  time  of  the  assignment 
be  presented  against  it  in  the  hands  of 
the  assignor,  yet  he  is  exempt  from  these 
defenses  because  he  is  the  payee  of  the 
note.  They  say  that  the  complainants 
waived  the  defense  which  they  now  present 
by  signing  the  note  payable  to  Neely. 
But  the  essence  of  waiver  is  estoppel. 
Where  there  is  no  estoppel,  there  is  no 
waiver.  Olohe  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Wolffs 
95  U.  S.  326,  332,  24  L.  ed.  387,  389; 
V  or  them  Assur.  Co.  v.  Qrand  View  Bldg. 
A880.  183  U.  S.  308,  357,  46  L.  ed.  213,  233, 
22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  133;  Equitable  Life 
A88ur.  8oo.  V.  McElroy,  28  C.  C.  A.  365, 
372,  49  U.  S.  App.  548,  83  Fed.  631,  640; 
Rice  V.  Fidelity  d  D.  Co.  43  C.  C.  A.  270, 
278,  103  Fed.  427,  435;  United  Firemen'e 
Ins.  Co,  V.  Thomae,  47  L.  R.  A.  450,  27 
C.  C.  A.  42,  45,  53  U.  S.  App.  517,  82 
Fed.  406,  408;  Unaell  ▼.  Hartford  Life  d 
Annuity  Ins.  Co,  32  Fed.  443,  445;  War- 
ren ▼.  Crane,  60  Mich.  300,  301,  15  N.  W. 
465.  The  indispensable  elements  of  an 
estoppel  are  ignorance  of  the  party  who 
invokes  the  estoppel,  a  representation  by 
the  party  estopped  which  misleads,  and 
an  Innocent  and  deleterious  change  of 
position  in  reliance  upon  that  representa- 
tion. There  were  none  of  these  elements 
in  the  case  at  bar.  Neely  was  not  igno- 
rant. He  knew  that  the  covenant  of  his 
mother  against  encumbrances  and  the 
covenant  of  the  complainants  to  pay  the 
note  were  mutual  covenants,  that  each 
was  a  part  of  the  consideration  of  the 
other,  and  that  the  violation  of  one  was 
a  defense  to  the  other.  He  knew  that 
the  covenant  against  encumbrances  was 
broken  when  he  took  the  note,  for  these 
encumbrances  rested  upon  the  title  to  the 
land,  and  he  must  have  known  the  law. 
The  complainants  made  no  misrepresenta- 
tions. They  did  not  declare  that  the 
note  was  good  and  that  they  would  pay 
it,  as  did  the  defendant  in  Thompson  v. 
Emery,  27  N.  H.  269,  cited  by  counsel  for 
Neely.  Neely  never  loaned  to  the  com- 
plainants, or  paid  to  them,  any  considera- 
tion whatever  for  the  note.  Conceding 
that  he  paid  to  his  mother  its  full  value. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


IMi. 


WicXIAKS   T.    NeBLT. 


til 


he  was  but  her  assignee  of  the  complain- 
ants'  obligation  to  pay  the  purchase 
price  of  the  land,  with  full  knowledge  of 
all  the  equities  between  the  original  par- 
ties to  the  sale,  and  he  took  the  note 
whieh  evidenced  that  obligation  subject 
to  every  defense  which  could  have  been 
asserted  agcinst  it  in  the  hands  of  the 
▼endor.  The  legal  presumption  is  that 
the  payee  of  a  promissory  note  knows  its 
consideration  and  the  facts  which  condi- 
tion its  execution.  The  fact  that  Neely 
was  the  payee  here,  and  not  the  indorsee, 
instead  of  strengthening  his  position,  adds 
this  legal  presumption  to  the  conclusive 
proof  of  his  actual  knowledge  which  the 
record  presents.  One  who  buys  of  a 
creditor,  for  value,  the  obligation  of  his 
debtor,  and  takes  the  latter's  promissory 
note,  payable  to  himself,  as  evidence 
thereof,  with  full  knowledge  of  its  con- 
sideration and  of  the  facts  which  condi- 
tioned the  inception  of  the  original  obli- 
gation, takes  the  note  subject  to  all  the 
defenses  which  existed  against  the  claim 
in  the  hands  of  the  original  creditor. 
Vorce  V.  Rosenhery,  12  Neb.  448,  461,  11 
N.  W.  879;  Chariton  Plow  Co,  v.  David- 
Mon,  16  Neb.  374,  577,  20  N.  W.  256; 
Camp  V.  Sturdevant,  16  Neb.  693,  698. 
21  N.  W.  449;  Knapp  v.  Lee,  3  Pick. 
452,  460. 

The  authorities  cited  by  counsel  for 
Neely  in  opposition  to  this  conclusion 
are  not  relevant  to  the  facts  of  this  case, 
and  they  fail  to  conVince.  Saddler  v. 
White^  14  La.  Ann.  173,  174,  was  a  case 
in  which  the  purchaser,  who  was  not  the 
payee  of  the  note,  which  was  given  by  a 
tenant  for  rent,  was  aware  when  he  bought 
it  that  defenses  to  it  might  arise,  although 
none  had  then  arisen.  The  court  held 
that  this  notice  was  not  sufficient  to  Rub- 
ject  him  to  a  defense  of  partial  failure 
of  consideration  which  subsequently  re- 
sulted from  the  ouster  of  the  tenant  by 
a  paramount  title  before  his  term  had 
expired.  The  court,  however,  remarked 
that  the  result  would  have  been  different 
if  the  defense  had  existed  and  the  pur- 
chaser had  been  aware  of  it  when  he 
bought  the  note.  In  the  case  at  bar 
the  covenant  against  encumbrances  was 
broken,  the  defense  to  the  note  existed, 
and  Neely  knew  it  when  he  purchased 
the  note.  In  OUucock  v.  Rand,  14  Mo. 
660,  and  Van  Buskirk  t.  Day,  32  111.  260, 
267,  268,  all  that  is  said  upon  this  ques- 
tion is  obiter  dictum,  and  it  goes  no 
farther  than  to  express  a  supposition  and 
a  doubt.  The  only  question  decided  in 
the  former  case  was  that  an  affidavit  for 
continuance  did  not  disclose  diligence  to 
procure  testimony,  and  the  only  issue 
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determined  in  the  latter  case  was  decided 
by  the  jury,  which  found  that  there  was 
no  fraud  in  procuring  the  note,  and  henoe 
no  defense  to  it  in  the  hands  of  anyone. 
In  Steadwell  v.  Morris,  61  Ga.  97,  a 
husband  gave  to  his  wife  the  note  of  his 
partners  in  payment  of  a  debt  which  he 
owed  to  her.  She  accepted  it  without 
notice  that  it  was  founded  in  a  mistake 
in  the  accounting  between  the  partners, 
and  the  court  held  that  this  mistake 
would  not  defeat  an  action  on  the  note  in 
her  behalf.  It  is  evident  from  the  opin- 
ion, however,  that  if  she  had  obtained 
actual  knowledge  of  the  defense  to  the 
note  before  she  received  it,  as  Neely  did 
in  the  case  at  bar,  she  would  not  have 
been  permitted  to  recover.  In  Thompson 
▼.  Emery,  27  N.  H.  269,  Simpson,  the 
plaintiff  in  interest,  took  the  note  of  the 
defendant  as  collateral  security  to  the 
obligation  of  another.  Before  or  when 
he  obtained  it  he  asked  the  defendant  if 
it  was  good,  and  he  replied  that  it  was, 
and  that  he  would  pay  it.  Simpson 
knew  of  no  defense  to  it,  and  there  was 
none.  When  action  upon  it  was  brought, 
no  defense  was  interposed,  except  that 
the  note  was  not  properly  indorsed  to 
Simpson.  Of  course  the  plaintiff  recov- 
ered. There  is  nothing  in  these  cases  in 
conflict  with  our  conclusion  that  Richard 
M.  Neely,  the  payee  of  the  note,  who  had 
knowledge  when  he  obtained  it  of  its 
consideration,  and  of  all  the  facts  which 
conditioned  the  obligation  which  it  evi- 
denced, took  it  subject  to  every  defense 
which  could  have  been  urged  against  the 
obligation  to  pay  the  purchase  price  of  the 
land  in  the  hands  ,of  the  vendor.  He 
stood  in  the   shoes  of  his  mother. 

There  is  another  defense  to  this  note, 
to  the  extent  of  $1,000,  available  to  the 
complainants.  It  is  that  Riohard  M. 
Neely,  as  surety  for  Annie  H.  Neely,  ex- 
ecuted the  bond  to  pay  the  legacies  which 
constitute  the  encumbrances  upon  the 
title  to  this  land.  That  bond  is  an  obliga- 
tion which  be  has  never  discharged,  and 
which,  in  equity  and  good  conscience,  he 
ought  to  fulfil, — an  obligation  which  a 
court  of  equity  may  and  should  permit 
the  complainants  to  set  off  against  the 
amount  owing  upon  their  note.  But,  as 
their  defense  to  the  full  amount  of  the 
damage  which  they  have  sustained  from 
the  encumbrances  upon  their  title  is  com- 
plete by  way  of  equitable  recoupment,  it 
is  unnecessary  and  would  be  useless  to 
consider  farther  the  defense  pro  tanto 
by  way  of  the  bond. 

The  next  contention  is  that  the  defense 
to  the  note  by  way  of  equitable  reduction 
is    unavailable    to    the    complainants    be- 
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cause  the  cause  of  action  upon  the  cov- 
enant against  encumbrances  is  barred  by 
the  statute  of  limitations.  Conceding, 
without  deciding,  that  the  bar  of  the 
statute  had  fallen  upon  the  action  on  this 
covenant  before  this  suit  was  instituted, 
that  fact  is  not  fatal  to  the  defense  of 
the  complainants,  nor  to  this  suit  to  en- 
force it.  That  defense,  as  we  have  seen, 
is  not  set-off  or  counterclaim,  but  an 
equitable  reason  why  the  amount  payable 
by  the  terms  of  the  note  should  be  re- 
duced. It  is  reduction.  It  is  that  be- 
cause the  consideration  of  the  note  failed 
in  part,  and  because  the  condition  subse- 
quent that  the  covenant  against  encum- 
brances should  be  kept  was  not  fulfilled, 
the  full  amount  of  the  note  ought  not  to 
be  paid.  This  defense  attaches  to  and 
inheres  in  the  note  itself,  and  while  the 
cause  of  action  upon  that  obligation  sur- 
vives, the  defense  lives  and  runs  with  it. 
The  defense  of  reduction  or  recoupment 
which  arises  out  of  the  same  transaction 
as  the  note  or  claim  survives  as  long  as 
the  cause  of  action  upon  the  note  or 
claim  exists,  although  an  affirmative  ac- 
tion upon  the  subject  of  it  may  be  barred 
by  the  statute  of  limitations.  Ord  v. 
Rttspini,  2  Esp.  569;  Beecher  v.  Baldwin, 
65  Conn.  419,  432,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  57,  12 
Atl.  401;  C.  Aultman  d  Co.  v.  Torrey,  55 
Minn.  492,  57  N.  W.  211;  Wood,  Limita- 
tation  of  Actions,  3d  ed.  §  282;  Conner  v. 
Smith,  88  Ala.  300,  7  So.  160:  25  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  561,  11  9. 

Finally  it  is  insisted  that  the  complain- 
ants have  been  guilty  of  such  laches  that 
they  are  entitled  to  no  relief.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  the  doctrine  of  laches  the  set- 
tled rule  is  that  courts  of  equity  are  not 
bound  by,  but  that  they  usually  act  or  re- 
fuse to  act  in  analogy  to,  the  statute  of 
limitations  relating  to  actims  at  law  of 
like  character.  Rugan  v.  Sahin,  3  C.  C.  A. 
678,  582,  10  U.  S.  App.  619,  63  Fed.  416, 
420;  Billings  v.  Aspen  Min.  d  Smelting 
Co.  2  C.  C.  A.  262,  262,  263,  10  U.  S. 
App.  1,  61  Fed.  338,  349;  Bogan  v.  Edin- 
hurgh  American  Land  Mortg,  Co,  11  C.  C. 
A.  128,  136,  27  U.  S.  App.  346,  63  Fed. 
192,  199;  Kinne  v.  Wehh,  4  C.  C.  A.  170, 
177,  12  U.  S.  App.  137,  64  Fed.  34,  40; 
Scheftel  v.  Hays,  7  C.  C.  A.  308,  312,  19 
U.  S.  App.  220,  58  Fed.  467,  460;  Wagner 
V.  Baird,  7  How.  234,  268,  12  L.  ed.  681, 
691;  Qodden  v.  Kimmell,  99  U.  S.  201, 
210,  26  L.  ed.  431,  434;  Wood  v.  Carpenter, 
101  U.  S.  136,  139,  26  L.  ed.  807,  808. 
I'he  meaning  of  this  rule  is  that,  under 
ordinary  circumstances,  a  suit  in  equity 
will  not  be  stayed  for  laches  before,  and 
will  be  stayed  after,  the  time  fixed  by  the 
analogous  statute  of  limitations  at  law; 
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but  if  unusual  conditions  or  extraordinary 
circumstances  make  it  inequitable  to  allow 
the  prosecution  of  a  suit  after  a  briofer, 
or  to  forbid  its  maintenance  after  a  loncrer, 
period  than  that  fixed  by  the  statute,  the 
chancellor  will  not  be  bound  by  the  stat- 
ute, but  will  determine  the  extraordinary 
case  in  accordance  with  the  equities  which 
condition  it.  Kelley  v.  Boetteher,  29  C. 
C.  A.  14,  21,  66  U.  S.  App.  363,  86  Fed.  56, 
62.  This  defense  of  equitable  reooupment 
or  reduction,  if  it  were  availaUe  at  law, 
would  have  survived  as  long  as  the  cause 
of  action  upon  the  note  was  available. 
If  the  holder  of  the  note  had  invoked  the 
aid  of  a  court  of  equity  to  foreclose  the 
mortgage  which  secured  it,  this  defense 
would  have  conditioned  his  recovery  there. 
Farmers*  Loan  d  T.  Co.  v.  Denver,  L.  d 
G.  R.  Co.  60  C.  C.  A.  688,  693,  120  Fed. 
46,  61.  By  analogy  with  these  rules,  th«^ 
complainants  are  not  guilty  of  culpable 
laches  in  enforcing  their  defense  as  long 
as  the  action  on  the  note  survives.  Indeed, 
they  were  not  fairly  chargeable  with  any 
laches  as  long  as  no  action  upon  the  note 
was  commenced,  because  they  might  well 
rest  in  the  belief  that  no  action  would  be 
taken  by  Neely  to  collect  it  until  his  bond 
and  the  covenant  of  the  vendor  had  been 
fulfilled,  and  the  encumbrances  upon  the 
title  and  the  defense  to  the  note  had  been 
alike  removed.  Moreover,  there  are  un- 
usual conditions  and  extraordinary  circum- 
stances in  this  ease  which  would  appeal 
with  compelling  fbrce  to  the  conscience 
of  a  chancellor  to  allow  the  prosecution 
of  this  suit,  even  if  the  analogous  limita- 
tion at  law  had  expired.  The  complain- 
eiits  have  long  been  involved  in  a  tedious 
litigation  in  the  courte  of  the  state  of 
Nebraska,  where  they  doubtless  hoped  and 
expected  that  the  righto  of  all  the  parties 
to  this  controversy  would  be  judicially 
determined.  That  litigation  alone  fur- 
nishes ample  excuse  for  their  failure  to 
invoke  earlier  the  aid  of  other  courte. 
The  fact  that  they  interposed  their  de- 
fense in  the  action  at  law  upon  the  note, 
and  pressed  it  until  it  was  disallowed 
there,  is  not  evidence  of  fatal  laches,  but 
rather  of  reasonable  diligence.  The  facte 
that  the  same  judge  presided  at  law  an;) 
in  equity  in  the  court  below,  and  that  his 
decision  must  determine  in  the  first  in- 
stence  the  somewhat  vexed  question  wheth- 
er their  defense  should  be  made  at  law 
or  in  equity,  relieve  their  action  below 
of  any  just  criticism  or  of  any  legitimate 
charge  of  unreasonable  delay. 

It  is  not  culpable  laches  for  one  who 
has  an  equiteble  defense  of  reduction  to  a 
promissory  note,  which  has  become  the 
subject   of   pending   litigation   in   another 
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eourt)  aad  which,  if  available  at  law,  would 
sairiTe  as  long  as  the  cause  upon  the  note, 
to  wait  until  an  affirmative  action  at  law 
upon  the  subject  of  the  defense  is  barred, 
and  until  his  defense  is  overruled  in  an 
aetion  at  law  upon  the  note,  before  he 
invokes  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity  to  en- 
join the  prosecution  of  the  latter  action 
until  his  defense  is  allowed. 

The  result  is  that  the  court  below  has 
tried  the  action  at  law,  and  is  about  to 
enter  a  judgment  against  the  complain- 
ants for  the  full  amount  of  their  note, — 
an  amount  which,  in  equity  and  good  con- 
seienoe,  they  ought  not  to  pay.  The  power 
was  vested  in  the  court  of  equity  below, 
and  the  duty  was  imposed  upon  it,  to  en- 
join the  prosecution  of  this  action  at  law 
until  the  amount  of  damages  which  the 
complainants  have  suffered  from  the  en- 
cumbrances upon  their  title  can  be  as- 
certained and  applied  in  reduction  of  the 
recovery  there  sought,  and  to  adjudicate 
the  claims  to  the  land  in  question  and 
dose  this  litigation,  and  in  that  way  to 
prevent  a  rank  injustice  which  the  court 
at  law  was  powerless  to  avoid.  Any 
fact  which  renders  it  against  conscience  to 
enter  or  execute  a  judgment  at  law,  and 
which  was  not  available  to  the  defendant 
in  a  court  of  law,  confers  jurisdiction 
upon  a  court  of  equity  to  enjoin  the  pro- 
posed entry  or  execution  of  the  judgment. 
Marine  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hodgson,  7  Cranch, 
332,  336,  3  L.  ed.  362,  363 ;  National  Surety 
C0.  T.  state  Bank,  61  L.  R.  A.  394,  66  C. 
C.  A.  657,  120  Fed.  593. 

The  court  below,  sitting  in  equity,  may 
and  it  should  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
present  values  of  the  annuities  which  con- 
stitute the  encumbrances  upon  the  title 
of  the  complainants,  and  to  require  the  an- 
nuitants, upon  the  payment  of  those 
values,  to  release  the  three  quarter  sec- 
tions of  land  from  those  liens,  and  to  perfect 
the  title  thereto.  In  case  it  shall  appear, 
as  counsel  have  intimated,  that  since  the 
final  hearing  below  the  complainants  have 
paid  and  secured  releases  of  these  liens, 
the  court  should  reduce  the  amount  of  the 
recovery  in  the  action  at  law  upon  the 
note  by  the  amount,  not  exceeding  the 
value  of  the  annuities  at  the  time  such 
payments  were  made,  which  the  complain- 
ants have  necessarily  expended  in  paying 
the  liens  of  the  annuities  upon  their  land 
snd  in  defending  their  title  against  them. 
That  court  undoubtedly  has  jurisdiction 
to  adjudicate  the  rights  and  interests  of 
all  the  parties  to  this  suit  in  the  three 
quarter  sections  of  land  to  which  the  liens 
tttach,  and  to  put  an  end  to  this  litigation. 

The  only  question  determined  by  the 
court  below,  and  which  this  appeal  was 
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taken  to  review,  was,  Were  the  complain- 
ants entitled  to  any  relief?  The  circuit 
court  answered  that  question  in  the  nega- 
tive. It  has  now  been  answered  in  the 
affirmative.  Issues  of  law  and  fact  may 
arise  in  view  of  this  decision  which  are 
not  fairly  presented  by  this  record,  and 
which  have  not  received  the  attention  of 
court  or  counsel.  It  is  unwise  and  in- 
opportune to  suggest  or  discuss  them  now. 

There  is,  however,  one  other  question 
which  must  not  be  overlooked.  The  dis- 
trict court  of  Richardson  county,  in  the 
state  of  Nebraska,  acquired  jurisdiction 
of  the  real  estate  in  controversy  in  this 
suit  long  before  either  the  action  at  law 
or  the  suit  in  equity  in  the  circuit  court 
was  instituted.  The  suit  in  the  state  court 
was  commenced  by  the  annuitants  for  the 
purpose  of  subjecting  the  three  quarter 
sections  of  land  to  the  pp.yment  of  their 
annuities,  and  they  obtained  a  decree  that 
the  liens  of  their  legacies  were  paramount 
to  the  titles  of  the  purchasers  from  the 
residuary  legatees  of  Malony,  and  that 
the  land  should  be  sold  to  pay  them.  This 
portion  of  the  decree  was  affirmed  by  the 
supreme  court  of  the  state,  and  it  remains 
unassailed  and  unmodified.  That  suit, 
however,  is  still  pending  under  an  in- 
struction from  the  supreme  court  to  the 
court  below  to  determine  whether  or  not 
the  complainant  Joseph  A.  Williams  may 
lawfully  be  required  to  pay  the  amount 
owing  upon  his  note  to  Neely  to  the  com- 
plainants in  that  suit.  The  court  which 
first  acquires  jurisdiction  of  specific  prop- 
erty by  the  issue  and  service  of  process 
in  a  suit  to  enforce  a  lien  upon  it,  where 
in  the  subsequent  proceedings  it  may  find 
it  necessary  or  convenient  to  take  posses- 
sion or  control  of  it,  is  entitled  to  retain 
that  jurisdiction  to  the  end,  without  in- 
terference by  any  court  of  co-ordinate  pow- 
er. Gates  V.  Bucki,  4  C.  C.  A.  116,  128, 
129,  12  U.  S.  App.  69,  63  Fed.  981,  969; 
Memphis  Sav.  Bank  v.  Houchens,  52  C.  C. 
A.  176,  190,  191,  116  Fed.  96,  110.  Where 
a  subsequent  suit  involving  the  rights  of 
the  parties  to  the  same  property  is  com- 
menced in  a  court  of  co-ordinate  jurisdic- 
tion, that  suit  should  not  be  dismissed, 
but,  before  a  seizure  of  the  property  is 
made  therein,  it  should  be  stayed  until 
the  proceedings  in  the  court  which  first 
obtained  jurisdiction  are  concluded,  or  am- 
ple time  for  their  termination  has  elapsed. 
Zimmerman  v.  So  Relle,  25  C.  C.  A.  518, 
521,  49  U.  S.  App.  387,  80  Fed.  417,  420. 

The  decree  telow  is  reversed,  and  the 
case  is  remanded  to  the  Circuit  Court,  with 
directions  to  enjoin  or  stay  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  action  at  law  upon  the 
promissory  note  signed  by  the  oemplainaBts 
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until  the  amount  of  the  reduction  to 
which  the  complainants  are  equitably  en- 
titled shall  be  aacertained  and  allowed, 
to  permit  the  parties  to  file  a  supplement- 
al bill  and  answers  presenting  material 
events  which  have  occurred  since  the  for- 
mer hearing,  and  to  take  farther  testimony, 
and,  when  this  shall  have  been  done,  to 
take  further  proceedings  in  accordance  with 
the  views  expressed  in  this  opinion. 

Hook,  Circuit  Judge,  dissenting: 
The  facts  in  this  case — some  admit- 
ted, and  the  others  established  by  the  over- 
whelming weight  of  the  evidence — are  as 
follows:  Through  the  will  of  her  father 
and  a  deed  from  a  codevisee,  Annie  H. 
Neely  became  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land, 
subject  to  a  mortgage  given  by  the  tes- 
tator in  his  lifetime,  and  to  two  annuities 
which  he  bequeathed.  The  mortgage  was 
the  prior  lien.  Mrs.  Neely  was  an  exec- 
utrix of  the  will.  Richard  M.  Neely  an 
appellee  herein,  is  her  son.  Acting  as 
the  agent  of  his  mother,  he  made  a  eon- 
tract  with  Williams  for  the  sale  of  the 
land  for  $6,000,  $500  of  which  was  paid 
at  the  time,  $2,000  was  to  be  paid  when  the 
sale  was  consummated,  and  the  remaining 
$3,500  was  to  be  evidenced  by  a  note 
secured  by  a  mortgage  upon  the  property. 
There  is  no  pretense  that  he  practised  any 
deception  upon  Williams;  that  he  made 
any  covenant  against  encumbrances,  or  per- 
sonally obligated  himself  in  any  way  or 
to  any  degree  whatsoever.  He  was  pro- 
fessedly acting  for  his  mother  in  the  mak- 
ing of  the  contract  of  sale,  and  Williams 
so  understood  it.  The  existence  of  the 
mortgage  and  the  annuities  were  equally 
apparent  from  the  public  records.  The 
contract  of  sale  was  susceptible  of  exact 
performance.  It  could  have  been  fully 
carried  out,  and  all  of  the  liens  against 
the  land  could  have  been  discharged.  Be- 
tween four  and  five  months  afterwards  the 
sale  was  consummated.  Williams  received 
a  deed  from  Mrs.  Neely  containing  cov- 
enants of  warranty  and  against  encum- 
brances. He  paid  the  $2,000,  and  executed 
his  note  and  mortgage  for  the  remaining 
$3,500.  But  Richard  M.  Neely  was  not 
present  at  the  time.  He  prepared  none 
of  the  instruments,  and  did  not  in  any  man- 
ner participate  in  the  closing  of  the  trans- 
action. For  some  reason  not  disclosed  in 
the  record  Williams  did  not  require  the 
release  or  satisfaction  of  the  annuities 
when  he  took  the  deed,  paid  the  money, 
and  gave  his  note  and  mortgage.  Wheth- 
er this  arose  from  mistake  of  fact  or  of 
law  does  not  clearly  appear,  but  there  Is 
not  even  the  slighest  ground  for  attribut- 
ing it  to  Richard  M.  Neely.  He  was  not 
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there,  and  was  wholly  innocent  in  fact  and 
intent.  The  note  and  mortgage  for  the 
balance  of  the  purchase  price  were  made 
by  Williams  direct  to  Richard  M.  Neely, 
instead  of  to  his  mother,  for  the  reason 
that  he  paid  to  her  and  for  her  benefit  the 
full  sum  of  $3,600  for  such  securities. 
Nearly  $2,600  of  this  amount  was  applied 
by  Mrs.  Neel/s  agent,  who  attended  to 
the  consummation  of  the  sale,  towards  the 
discharge  of  the  old  mortgage  which  it  is 
conceded  was  a  first  lien  on  the  property. 
There  is  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  full 
value  of  the  new  securities  was  paid  from 
the  funds  of  Richard  M.  Neely  to  his 
mother,  or  for  her  benefit,  in  the  clearing 
of  the  title  to  the  property,  and  the  record 
shows  that  counsel  for  Williams  assisted 
materially  in  proving  this  fact.  The 
sources  from  whence  the  money  was  ob- 
tained were  fully  and  conclusively  shown. 
Williams  knew  that  his  note  and  mortgage 
were  not  made  to  Mrs.  Neely,  the  vendor, 
but  were  made  to  the  absent  Richard  M. 
Neely.  And  now,  many  years  after  the 
consummation  of  the  transaction,  when 
Richard  M.  Neely  seeks  payment  of  that 
which  he  bought  and  paid  for  innocently 
and  in  good  faith  there  is  set  up  against 
his  demand  a  breach  of  the  covenant  against 
encumbrances  arising  from  the  existence 
of  the  lien  of  the  annuities.  The  majority 
of  the  court  hold  in  the  foregoing  opinion 
that  this  may  be  done,  but  I  am  unable  to 
bring  myself  to  the  conclusion  that  any  just 
application  of  legal  or  equitable  principles 
can   accomplish   that  result. 

In  Olasoook  v.  Rand,  14  Mo.  650,  it  was 
held:  "If  a  purchaser  of  land  executes  a 
negotiable  note  for  the  purchase  money  to 
an  apparent  stranger  to  the  title,  and  fails 
to  secure  himself  by  a  proper  penal  cove- 
nant, he  has  no  one  to  blame  but  himself, 
and  cannot  set  up  as  a  defense  to  the  note 
the  failure  of  the  parties  in  interest  to 
execute  proper  conveyances  to  him.'* 

In  Cagle  v.  Lane,  49  Ark.  466,  5  S.  W. 
790,  a  similar  rule  was  announced.  Cagle 
purchased  from  Cummings  an  interest  in  a 
patent  right,  for  which  he  was  to  give  his 
note.  At  Cummings's  direction,  Cagle  made 
the  note  direct  to  Lane,  the  plaintiff,  who 
paid  Cummings  a  consideration  therefor. 
The  patented  invention  proved  to  be  worth- 
less, and  Cagle  refused  to  pay  the  note; 
claiming  inter  alia  a  failure  of  considera- 
tion, and  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  a  bona 
fide  purchaser.  The  court  held  that  the 
transaction  was  the  same,  in  substance,  as 
if  the  note  had  been  drawn  in  favor  of 
Cummings,  and  by  him  indorsed  to  the 
plaintiff,  and  that  the  defense  was  not  main- 
tainable. 

In  South  Boston  Iron  Co,  t.  Brown,  6S 
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Me.  139,  the  court  aaid :  "Where,  at  the  re- 
quest  of  the  party  with  whom  he  deals,  one 
makes  his  promissory  note  (which  is  to  be  a 
partial  payment  for  a  piece  of  work  to  be 
done  for  him ) ,  payable  to  a  third  party,  who 
is  a  creditor  of  the  party  with  whom  he 
contracts  for  the  work,  and  it  is  credited 
by  the  payee  to  such  party  in  good  faith, 
the  maker  cannot  set  up  a  failure  of  con- 
sideration, as  between  himself  and  the 
party  with  whom  he  deals,  in  defense  of 
a  suit  upon  such  note  in  the  name  of  the 
payee." 

The  English  rule  is  the  same.  Iftmroe 
V.  Bordier,  8  C.  B.  862;  Poirier  ▼.  Morris, 
2  El.  ft  Bl.  89. 

Moreover,  it  is  common  doctrine,  no  long- 
er open  to  debate,  that  knowledge  of  the 
conditions  surrounding  the  consideration 
of  a  promissory  note,  without  knowledge 
of  a  breach,  will  not  affect  the  rights  of 
a  purchaser.  Miller  ▼.  Otiaway,  81  Mich. 
196,  8  L.  R.  A.  428,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  513, 
45  N.  W.  665;  RuhUe  ▼.  Davis,  33  Neb.  779, 
29  Am.  St  Rep.  509,  61  N.  W.  135. 

In  Onited  States  Nat,  Bank  v.  Floss,  38 
Or.  68,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  752,  62  Pac.  751,  it 
was  held  that  knowledge  in  the  purchaser  of 
a  note  that  it  was  given  in  consideration  of 
a  good  title  to  land  does  not  affect  his 
right  to  recover,  in  case  of  a  breach  of  the 
contract  to  convey,  unless  he  knew  the 
breach  had  already  occurred. 

In  Parsons  on  Notes  ft  Bills  it  is  said 
that  knowledge  on  the  part  of  the  holder, 
at  the  time  he  took  the  note,  that  it  was 
not  to  be  paid  on  a  specified  contingency, 
is  not  sufficient  to  defeat  his  right  to  re 
cover,  although  the  contingency  had  then 
happened,  if  he  was  Ignorant  of  the  fact. 
Vol.  1,  p.  261. 

In  Tiedeman  on  Commercial  Paper  it  is 
said:  "The  authorities  generally  hold  that 
the  purchaser  of  commercial  paper  is  not 
burdened  with  the  requirement  to  see  to 
the  execution  and  full  performance  of  the 
consideration  merely  because  he  knows  what 
it  is."     S  300. 

Under  the  settled  rule  of  the  Supreme 
Court,  a  much  stronger  case  could  be  as- 
sumed against  Richard  M.  Neely  than  the 
record  justifies,  and  yet  not  impair  his  right 
to  recover  from  Williams.  That  rule  is 
that  bad  faith  alone  will  defeat  the  right 
of  the  purchaser,  but  a  suspicion  of  a 
defect  or  knowledge  of  circumstances  that 
might  excite  such  suspicion  in  the  mind 
of  a  cautious  person,  or  even  gross  neg- 
ligence at  the  time,  is  insufficient.  Botch- 
kiss  Y.  National  Shoe  d  Leather  Bank,  21 
Wall.  354,  859,  22  L.  ed.  645,  649;  Murray 
T.  Lardner,  2  Wall.  110,  17  L.  ed.  857. 

With  these  principles  in  mind,  I  am 
unable  to  find  any  support  for  the  reversal 
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of  the  decree  of  the  circuit  court.  It  is 
not  asserted  in  the  foregoing  opinion  that 
Richard  M.  Neely  personally  obligated  him- 
self in  respect  of  existing  encumbrances, 
nor  that  he  was  guilty  of  bad  faith,  nor, 
except  by  suggestion  or  inference,  that  he 
was  aware,  or  even  had  any  suspicion,  that 
his  mother  had  failed  to  lift  or  make  satis- 
factory provision  concerning  the  annuities 
during  the  months  succeeding  his  sole  con- 
nection with  the  transaction.  Nor  is  the 
result  rested  on  a  contention  that  he  did 
not  pay  his  mother  full  value  for  the  note 
and  mortgage. 

It  is  said  in  the  for^^ing  opinion  that 
the  deed,  note,  and  mortgage  '*were  prepared 
by  Annie  H.  Neely,  or  by  one  of  her  agents." 
A  cursory  reading  of  the  opinion  would 
convey  the  inference  that  Richard  M.  Neely 
may  have  been  the  agent,  ot  may  have 
been  present  But  the  record  shows,  with- 
out dispute,  that  he  was  not  present,  did 
not  prepare  any  of  the  instruments,  and 
did  not  in  any  manner  participate  in  the 
closing  of  the  sale.  And  it  does  not  ap- 
pear that  he  was  aware  of  any  default  of 
his  mother  when  the  deed  was  delivered. 
It  is  also  said  in  the  foregoing  opinion  that 
what  amount,  if  any,  he  paid  his  mother 
for  the  note  and  mortgage,  was  "left  in 
grave  doubt  by  the  evidence;"  and  while 
this  is  said  to  be  immaterial,  in  the  view 
of  the  case  which  is  adopted,  its  tendency 
is  to  support  an  inference  that,  after  all,  • 
a  just  result  wks  attained  by  the  opinion 
of  the  court  I  have  already  observed  that 
it  was  overwhelmingly  shown  that  the  con- 
sideration was  paid,  and  where  it  came 
from,  and  that  counsel  for  Williams  assist- 
ed in  showing  it.  The  greater  portion  of 
it  came  from  the  payment  for  another  tract 
of  land,  which  belonged  to  Richard  M. 
Neely  and*  a  brother,  and  in  which  their 
mother  had  no  interest  whatever.  Again, 
the  fact  is  referred  to  in  the  foregoing  opin- 
ion that  Richard  M.  Neely  was  one  of  the 
sureties  upon  the  bond  of  his  mother  as 
executrix.  It  is  true  that  he  was,  but 
I  am  at  a  loss  to  perceive  why  that  fact 
was  referred  to  as  even  remotely  jus- 
tifying the  conclusion  which  was  reached. 
The  suit  was  not  one  directly  or  indi- 
rectly to  reach  Richard  M.  Neely's  re- 
sponsibility as  a  surety.  Moreover,  the 
maximum  of  his  liability  as  a  surety  was 
limited  by  the  bond  to  $1,000,  and  that 
is  not  the  limit  which  the  court  in  the  fore- 
going opinion  has  placed  upon  his  liability 
to  respond  for  the  breach  of  his  mother's 
covenant  against  encumbrances.  On  the 
contrary,  it  is  expressly  said  that  the  un- 
discharged encumbrances  are  about  equal 
to  the  amount  of  the  note,  which  is  now 
several  times  the  penal  sum  of  the  bond  of 
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the  executrix.  The  case  of  Williams  is 
solely  supported  by  a  number  of  unrelated 
facts  and  circumstances  which  are  consistent 
with  his  own  mistake,  negligence,  or  volun- 
tary acquiescence  when  the  sale  was  consum- 
mated, but  which  neither  singly  nor  in 
combination  show  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
Richard  M.  Neely,  or  knowledge  of  the  fail- 
ure of  consideration  for  the  note  and  mort- 


Nov., 


hU 


gage,  or  absence  of  consideration   for 
purchase  of  them. 

For  these  reasons^  I  am  of  the  opinion 
that  the  decree  of  the  circuit  court  should 
be  affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  February 
10,  1905. 


KANSAS  SUPREME  COURT. 


Charles  N.  STEPHENSON,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

Terra  OORDER,  by  Next  Friend. 
( Kan. ) 

*A  teFsieF  had  drlTen  m  teasi  of  ele-r- 
en-year-old  hOFsee  17  siliee  to  m 
fTAVon  loaded  irvlth  kbovt  a  ton*e 
frelffbti  had  hitched  one  of  them,  as  he 
had  been  frequently  In  the  habit  of  doing,  to  a 
hitching  rail  in  front  of  a  store ;  was  engaged 
In  unloading  his  wagon,  going  back  and  forth 
for  this  purpose  but  a  short  distance.  The  hal- 
ter with  which  the  horse  was  hitched  was 
apparently  in  good  condition,  and  no  defect 
therein  was  shown.  While  the  team  was 
standing  quietly,  a  boy,  in  turning  over  the 
hitching  rail  near  the  head  of  the  team, 
struck  the  nose  of  the  one  hitched  with  his 
foot,  which  frightened  the  team  and  caused 
them  to  break  loose,  by  breaking  the  halter, 
and  run  away,  causing  damage.  Held,  that 
the  striking  of  the  horse  by  the  boy  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  accident. 

(May,  6,  190S.) 

FRROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Sumner 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  defendant's  negligence. 
Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Herrlok  Sb  Herrlok  and  TwmM 
D.  Rosera,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

It  was  the  duty  of  the  court  to  determine 
what  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury 
to  the  plaintiff,  and  any  determination  of 
the  question,  made  by  the  jury,  is  not  bind- 
ing or  conclusive  on  the  court. 

Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Columbia,  66  Kan. 
390,  68  L.  R.  A.  399,  69  Pac  338. 

In  order  to  warrant  a  finding  that  negli- 

•Headnote  by  Cunningham,  J. 


gence,  or  an  act  not  amounting  to  wanton 
wrong,  is  the  proximate  cause  of  an  injury, 
it  must  appear  that  the  injury  was  the 
natural  and  probable  consequence  of  the 
negligence  or  wrongful  act,  and  that  it  ought 
to  have  been  foreseen  in  the  light  of  the  at- 
tending  circumstances. 

Miltoaukee  d  8t.  P.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Kellogg,  94 
U.  S.  469,  24  L.  ed.  266;  Cleghom  v.  Thomp- 
son, 62  Kan.  727,  64  L.  B.  A.  402,  64  Pae. 
605. 

Mr.  O.  E.  Elliott,  for  defendant  in  error: 

Leaving  a  horse  or  team  unhitched,  or 
negligently  hitched,  renders  the  owner  liable 
to  any  and  all  damages  that  may  oocur 
by  reason  of  a  runaway. 

PhilUjys  V.  Dewald,  79  Ga.  732, 11  Am.  St. 
Rep.  458,  7  S.  E.  161;  Pieroe  ▼.  Conners, 
20  Colo.  178,  46  Am.  St  Rep.  279,  37  Pae. 
721;  QHfflths  V.  Clifi,  4  Utah,  462,  11  Pae. 
609. 

If  the  jury  found  that  Stephenson  was 
negligent,  that  was  their  province. 

Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Rollins,  6  Kan.  167; 
Caulkins  v.  Mathews,  6  Kan.  191;  Chicago, 
K.  d  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Prouiy,  55  Kan.  603,  40 
Pac.  909;  Atohison,  T.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  T. 
Rovxin,  65  Kan.  270,  39  Pae.  1010;  Kinoh- 
low  V.  Midland  Elevator  Co,  57  Kan.  874, 
46  Pac.  703. 

A  defendant  is  not  liable  in  negligence 
where  no  injurious  consequences  could  rea- 
sonably have  been  contemplated  as  a  result 
of  the  act  or  omission  complained  of,  but 
is  liable  where  injuries  might  have  been 
anticipated  or  foreseen. 

21  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  486; 
Mastvn  v.  Levagood,  47  Kan.  36,  27  Am.  St. 
Rep.  277,  27  Pac.  122. 

It  is  immaterial  that  a  boy  frightened  the 
horse,  causing  him  to  run,  where  the  de- 
fendant was  negligent  in  leaving  him. 

MoCahill  v.  Kipp,  2  E.  D.  Smith,  413;  21 
Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  487. 


Nora. — On  the  question  of  proximate  cause  as 
affected  by  intervening  agency,  see  also,  in  this 
series,  notes  to  Smith  v.  County  Court,  8  L.  R. 
A.  82,  and  Smlthwlck  v.  Hall  &  U.  Co.  12 
L.  B.  A.  279;  also  the  later  cases  of  Penn- 
sylvania R.  Co.  V.  Hammill,  24  L.  R.  A.  631; 
69  L.B.A. 


Ooodlander  Mill  Co.  v.  Standard  OU  Go.  2T 
L.  R.  A.  583 ;  Stone  v.  Boston  ft  A.  R.  Co. 
41  L.  R.  A.  794 ;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Webb.  69 
L.  R.  A.  109;  Cole  v.  German  Sav.  &  L.  Soc. 
68  L.  R.  A.  416;  and  Nelson  v.  Narrsganaett 
Electric  Lighting  Co.  67  L.  B.  A.  116. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1M«. 


SlEPHXNSOlf   ▼.   Ck)RDEB. 


247 


Hm  question  of  proximate  cause  is  a  mat- 
ter for  the  jury. 

21  Am.  &  Bug.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  508; 
M%980uri,  K.  d  T.  R,  Co,  v.  Byrne,  40  C.  C. 
A.  402,  100  Fed.  369;  Central  Branch  Union 
P,  JK.  Co,  ▼.  Botham,  22  Kan.  41 ;  Atchiaoh, 
2*.  d  8,  F.  R.  Co,  V.  McCandliss,  33  Kan.  374, 
6  Pac  687 ;  Southern  Kansas  R.  Co.  v.  San- 
ford,  45  Kan.  372,  11  L.  R.  A.  432,  25  S.  W. 
891;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co,  y.  Bildebrand,  62 
Kan.  284,  34  Pac.  738. 

CiiniilBgkam,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  the  action  of  Terra  Corder  to  re- 
cover for  her  personal  injuries.  There  is  no 
material  conflict  of  the  evidence  as  to  the 
facts  of  the  case. 

Mr.  Stephenson  was  a  market  gardener 
living  about  17  miles  from  the  city  of  Wel- 
lington, to  which  city,  during  the  season  for 
marketing  fruit  and  vegetables,  extending 
about  four  months  through  the  summer, 
during  the  term  of  over  twelve  years,  he 
drove  two  or  three  times  a  week  with  his 
loads  of  produce.  For  four  years  of  this 
time  prior  to  August  5,  1901,  he  drove  the 
same  team  that  he  did  upon  that  day.  It 
consisted  of  a  horse  and  a  mare,  each  eleven 
years  old.  They  had  been  raised  and  broken 
by  Mr.  Stephenson,  and  used  upon  his  farm 
and  for  road  purposes.  His  young  daughters 
were  accustomed  to  drive  the  team,  and  it 
was  considered  safe  and  trustworthy  by  him. 
On  one  occasion,  two  years  prior  to  the  date 
above  named,  a  team  consisting  of  the  mare 
in  question  and  another  horse,  while  stand- 
ing unhitched  in  a  field,  became  frightened, 
at  the  sudden  appearance  through  a  nearby 
hedge,  of  Mr.  Stephenson's  young  daughter, 
and  ran  off  with  a  plow  to  which  they  were 
attached.  On  another  occasion  the  same 
mare,  with  another  horse,  becoming  un- 
hitched in  some  unknown  way  in  the  town 
of  Belle  Plain,  ran  about  a  block  and  a  half. 
No  other  instances  of  nfisconduct  or  vicious- 
ness  by  this  team  or  either  of  them  was 
shown.  They  were  well  broken  and  quiet, 
and  had  never  been  known  to  pull  at  the 
halter  when  hitched.  On  August  5,  1901, 
Mr.  Stephenson,  in  accordance  with  his  cus- 
tom, having  driven  to  Wellington  from  his 
home,  17  miles  away,  late  in  the  afternoon, 
with  a  load  weighing  from  1,800  to  2,200 
pounds,  stopped  his  team  in  front  of  a 
grocery  store  in  order  to  unload  his  produce. 
He  drove  up  in  an  angling  direction  toward 
the  hitching  rail,  so  that  the  mare  being  on 
the  inside,  and  nearest  the  rail,  he  hitched 
her  only.  The  headstall  of  the  halter  with 
which  she  was  hitched  was  made  of  114-inch 
leather;  the  hitching  part  was  a  rope  Vs  inch 
or  more  in  diameter.  It  was  a  halter  which 
he  had  been  in  the  habit  of  using,  but  for 
eOL.R.A. 


how  long  does  not  appear,  but  it  was  ap- 
parently in  a  fair  condition.  When  he  drove 
up  he  noticed  some  boys  standing  around. 
They  not  infrequently  came  to  him  to  get 
such  damaged  fruit  or  melons  as  he  might 
wish  to  give  them,  and  for  that  purpose  fre- 
quently climbed  upon  the  hind  part  of  the 
wagon.  After  hitching  the  team,  he  pro- 
ceeded to  unload  his  produce,  passing  back 
and  forth  from  the  wagon  to  the  grocery. 
While  he  was  passing  into,  or  while  in,  the 
grocery  on  one  of  these  trips,  a  boy,  in  turn- 
ing over  the  hitch  rail,  or,  as  the  witness 
termed  it,  making  a  "flip-flop,"  struck  the 
mare  on  the  nose  with  his  foot,  frightenikig 
the  team,  and  causing  them  to  rear  back 
with  such  force  as  to  break  the  chin  strap 
of  the  halter  with  which  the  mare  was 
hitched,  so  that  the  team  became  loosened, 
ran  down  the  •  street  and  collided  with  a 
^^gy  ill  which  Miss  Corder  was  riding, 
threw  her  out  and  very  severely  injured  her. 
Before  the  boy  struck  the  mare  with  his  foot 
the  team  had  been  standing  quietly.  It  was 
accustomed  to  being  hitched  in  this  manner 
and  place.  A  verdict  was  returned  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  below,  and  judgment  entered 
thereon. 

Many  errors  are  assigned,  some  of  which 
might  serve  to  reverse  and  remand  for  a 
new  trial.  We  prefer,  upon  the  plain  facts 
of  the  case,  to  address  ourselves  to  vital 
questions,  rather  than  mere  matters  of  prac- 
tice. 

The  basis  of  defendant's  liability,  of 
course,  was  his  alleged  negligence.  This 
was  in  his  leaving  his  team  standing  inse- 
curely hitched  or  fastened.  The  only  delin- 
quency in  this  respect  which  can  be  claimed 
for  the  evidence  is  that  the  chin  strap  of  the 
halter  was  not  sufficient,  and  tne  only  evi- 
dence to  support  such  a  claim  is  that  it 
broke.  It  may  well  be  questioned  whether, 
under  the  evidence  in  this  case,  the  fact  of 
its  breaking  draws  with  it  any  presumption 
that  it  was  defective  so  as  to  make  its  use 
under  ordinary  circumstances  negligence.  In 
Missouri  d  K.  Teleph,  Co,  v.  Vandervort 
(Kan.)  79  Pac.  1068,  where  a  neck-yoke 
strap  was  broken  by  the  sidewise  plunge  of 
a  freightened  team,  this  court  said:  "There 
is  no  evidence  from  which  the  jury  might 
have  found  that  the  harness  was  defective; 
the  only  evidence  being  that  of  the  plaintiff 
himself,  where  he  said:  'My  harness  had 
been  used  about  flve  months,  or  scarcely 
that.' "  There  was  little,  if  anything,  more 
shown  in  the  case  at  bar. 

Ordinary  care  is  all  that  was  required  of 
the  defendant,  and  ordinary  care  does  not 
require  that  all  possible  means  for  avoiding 
accident  should  be  availed  of.  Quite  true, 
the  accident  would  not  have  occurred  had 
the  horses  been  hitched  to  an  unbreakable 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


248 


Kansas  Sxtpbems  Cottbt. 


Mat, 


rack  with  an  unbreakable  chain.  Neither 
would  it  have  occurred  had  not  the  defend- 
ant driven  to  the  city  on  that  day,  but 
ordinary  care  does  not  require  the  use  of 
such  precautions;  if  it  did,  it  would,  in  the 
language  of  this  court  in  Cleghom  v.  Thomp- 
son, 62  Kan.  727,  64  L.  R.  A.  402,  64  Pac. 
605,  "paralyze  human  effort  and  action  on 
all  lines."  What  the  defendant  was  doing 
at  the  time  was  what  he  had  done  many 
times  before  without  injury,  and  apparently 
what  he  or  any  reasonably  prudent  man 
would  have  done  under  the  circumstances. 
It  is  suggested  that  the  fact  that  he  saw 
boys  about  there  ought  to  have  warned  him 
that  some  of  them  might  do  the  thing  that 
the  boy  in  question  did.  We  hardly  think 
this  suggestion  can  be  seriously  urged;  cer- 
tainly it  cannot  be  seriously  entertained. 
Neither  do  we  see  anything  in  the  character 
of  the  team  which  warrants  any  extraordi- 
nary precaution  in  the  matter  of  fastening 
them.  Whatever  of  dereliction  was  shown 
was  not  because  of  their  breaking  loose  when 
tied,  but  because  the  mare  had  run  away  on 
two  separate  occasions  upon  sufficient  prov- 
ocation or  otherwise.  Ordinarily  the  team 
was  roadworthy,  being  well  broken  and 
quiet,  and  it  is  shown  that  neither  of  them 
had  ever  been  known  to  pull  at  the  halter 
when  hitched. 

Did  affirmance  rest  upon  a  sufficient  show- 
ing of  defendant's  negligence,  we  should 
greatly  hesitate  to  affirm.  The  further 
question  of  the  proximate  cause  of  the  in- 
jury, however,  demands  our  attention,  and 
we  pass  to  its  consideration. 

The  jury,  in  answer  to  one  of  the  special 
questions,  and,  as  we  think,  in  exact  accord- 
ance with  the  evidence,  found  that  the  horses 
were  caused  to  become  frightened  and  to  run 
away  because  the  boy  struck  the  one  that 
was  tied,  on  the  nose,  with  his  foot.  So, 
granting  that  the  team  was  not  tied  >a8 
securely  as  ordinary  care  would  have  re- 
quired, we  are  confronted  with  the  fact  that 
this  neglect  did  not  cause  the  accident,  and 
it  is  well  settled  that  it  is  the  proximate 
cause  of  an  injury  which  must  bear  the 
burden  of  the  result.  Many  law-writers  and 
courts  have  attempted  to  give  us  a  definition 
of  proximate  cause,  fairly  intelligible,  which 
should  be  of  such  flexibility  as  to  be  adapted 
to  general  application.  They  have  but  in- 
differently succeeded;  neither  will  they  in 
the  future  succeed  any  better.  A  definition 
from  one  of  the  most  recent  authors,  and, 
perhaps,  from  all  considerations,  one  of  the 
fairest,  is  the  following :  "Negligence  is  the 
failure  to  exercise  the  ordinary  care  of  pru- 
dent men  under  all  the  attending  circum- 
stances. It  follows  that  the  negligence  of  a 
person  cannot  be  the  proximate  cause  of  a 
harm  to  another  following  it,  unless,  under 
69  L.  R.  A. 


all   the   attending   circumstancefl,  ordinary 
prudence  would  have  admonished  the  person 
sought  to  be  charged  with  the  negligence 
that  his   act  or   omission   would   probably 
result  in  injury  to  someone.     The  general 
test  as  to  whether  negligence  is  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  an  accident  is  therefore  said 
to  be  whether  it  is  such  that  a  person  of 
ordinary  intelligence  should  have  foreseen 
that  an  accident  was  liable  to  be  produced 
thereby.       Proximate    cause    is    therefore 
probable  cause,  and  remote  cause  is  improba- 
ble cause."    1  Thomp.Neg.  |  50.    This  court 
early  attempted  to  analyze  the  philosophy 
and  make  a  definition  of  proximate  cause. 
It  said  in  the  case  of  Atchison,  T.  d  8.  F.  R, 
Co.  V.  Stanford,  12  Kan.  377,  15  Am.  Rep. 
362,  in  speaking  of  a  wrongdoer:     "He  is 
responsible  for  any  number  of  injurious  re- 
sults consecutively  produced  by  impulsion, 
one  upon  another,  and  constituting  distinct 
and  separate  events,  provided  they  all  neces- 
sarily follow  from  the  first  wrongful  cause. 
Any  number  of  causes  and  effects  may  inter- 
vene between  the  first  wrongful  cause  and 
the  final  injurious  consequence;  and  if  they 
are  such  as  might,  toith  reasonable  diligence, 
have  been  foreseen,  the  last  result,  as  well  as 
the  first  and  every  intermediate  result,  is 
to  be  considered  in  law  as  the  proximate  re- 
sult of  the  first  wrongful  cause.    But  when- 
ever a  new  cause  intervenes  which  is  not  9. 
consequence   of    the    first    wrongful    cause, 
which  is  not  under  the  control  of  the  wrong- 
doer, ivhich  could  not  Jiave  been  foreseen  by 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  diligence  ty  the 
wrongdoer,  and  except  for  which  the  final  in- 
jurious  consequence    could   not   have   hap- 
pened, then  such  injurious  consequence  must 
be  deemed  to  be  too  remote  to  constitute 
the  basis  of  a  cause  of  action."    The  court, 
in  Wright  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W,  R,  Co.  27  111. 
App.    212,   quotes   the    foregoing   with   ap- 
proval, and  adds  that  the  words  in  italics 
point  out  the  correct  distinction.  In  Chicago, 
K.  d  TT.  R.  Co.  V.  Bell,  1  Kan.  App.  71,  41 
Pac.  209,  the  law  relative  to  proximate  cause 
is  stated  as  follows :  "Before  an  act  of  negli- 
gence can  be  made  the  basis  for  a  recovery  of 
damages,  it  must  appear  that  such  act  was 
the  natural  and  proximate  cause  of  the  in- 
jury, or  directly  contributed  thereto.**     In 
Cleghom  v.  Thompson,  62  Kan.  727,  54  L. 
R.  A.  402,  64  Pac.  605,  the  following  from 
Allegheny  y.  Zimmerman^  96   Pa.  295,  40 
Am.  Rep.  649,  was  quoted  with  approval: 
"One  is  answerable  in  damages  for  the  conse- 
quences of  his  faults  only  so  far  as  they  are 
natural  and  proximate,  and  may  therefore 
have  been  foreseen  by  ordinary  forecast,  and 
not  for  those  arising  from  a  conjunction  of 
his  own  faults  with  circumstances  of  an  ex- 
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traoTdinary  nature."  In  Missouri  P,  R.  Co. 
T.  Columbia,  66  Kan.  390,  68  L.  R.  A.  399, 
60  Pac  338,  this  court  has  given  its  most 
reoent  Tiews  upon  the  question;  which  case 
in  ita  ultimate  conditions  bears  a  strong 
analogy  to  the  one  at  bar.  In  the  syllabus 
of  the  case  the  court  announces  the  law  as 
follows:  "In  a  case  where  two  distinct,  sue- 
eessire  causes,  wholly  unrelated  in  opera- 
ti<m,  contribute  toward  the  production  of  an 
accident  resulting  in  injury  and  damage,  one 
of  such  causes  must  be  the  proximate,  and 
the  other  the  remote,  cause  of  the  injury." 
"A  prior  and  remote  cause  cannot  be  made 
the  basis  of  an  action  for  the  recovery  of 
damages,  if  such  remote  cause  did  nothing 
more  than  furnish  the  condition,  or  give  rise 
to  the  occasion,  by  which  the  injury  was 
made  possible,  if  there  intervened,  between 
such  prior  or  remote  cause  and  the  injury,  a 
distinct,  successive,  unrelated,  and  efficient 
cause  of  the  injury."  "In  a  case  where  it  is 
either  admitted,  or  from  the  facts  as  found 
established,  that  two  distinct,  successive 
causes,  unrelated  in  their  operation,  con- 
joined to  produce  a  given  injury,  the  ques- 
tion of  remote  and  proximate  cause  becomes 
one  of  law  for  the  decision  of  the  court,  and 
not  of  fact  for  the  determination  of  the  jury, 
and  the  determination  of  this  question  of 
law  by  the  jury  is  not  binding  or  conclusive 
on  the  court."  In  the  body  of  the  opinion 
this  further  discussion  was  had:  "The  ex- 
istence or  nonexistence  of  negligence  in  any 
given  case  wherein  the  facts  are  disputed  is 
a  question  of  fact  to  be  determined  by  the 
jury.  When  the  facts  are  undisputed,  and 
only  one  inference  or  deduction  is  to  be 
drawn  from  them,  a  question  of  law  is  pre- 
sented for  the  court.  Detoald  ▼.  Kansas  City, 
Ft.  8.  d  O.  R.  Co.  44  Kan.  586,  24  Pac.  1101. 
However,  it  is  not  every  act  of  negligence 
that  furnishes  a  basis  for  recovery  of  dam- 
ages sustained.  In  the  case  of  Cleghom  v. 
Thompson,  62  Kan.  727,  64  L.  R.  A.  402,  64 
Pac.  605,  this  court  held :  'N^ligence,  to  be 
actionable,  must  result  in  damage  to  some- 
one, which  result,  in  the  absence  of  wanton- 
ness or  malus  animus,  might  have  been  rea- 
sonably foreseen  by  a  man  of  ordinary  in- 
telligence and  prudence,  and  be  the  probable 
result  of  the  initial  act.  The  allegation  of 
negligence  is  not  sustained  by  evidence  of 
acts  resulting  in  damage  to  another,  which 
result  is  not  the  reasonable  and  or,dinary 
outcome  of  such  acts,  and  which  would  not 
have  been  foreseen  or  anticipated  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  ordinary  prudence  and  foresight 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  .  . 
Negligence  is  not  the  proximate  cause  of 
an  accident,  unless,  under  the  circumstances, 
the  aoddent  was  a  probable  as  well  as  nat- 
ural oonsequence  thereof,— one  which  might 
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reasonably  have  been  foreseen  by  a  man  of 
ordinary  intelligence  and  prudence.'  .  .  . 
In  cases  of  this  character,  where  two  dis- 
tinct, successive  causes,  unrelated  in 'opera- 
tion, to  some  extent  contribute  to  an  injury, 
it  is  settled  that,  where  there  is  an  inter- 
vening and  direct  cause,  a  prior  and  remote 
cause  cannot  be  made  the  basis  for  recovery 
of  damages,  if  such  prior  cause  did  no  more 
than  furnish  the  condition,  or  give  rise  to 
the  occasion,  by  which  the  injury  was  made 
possible.  It  seems  to  be  sound  in  principle, 
and  well  settled  by  authority,  that  where  it 
is  admitted  or  found  that  two  distinct,  suc- 
cessive causes,  imrelated  in  their  operation, 
conjoin  to  produce  a  given  injury,  one  of 
them  must  be  the  proximate,  and  the  other 
the  remote,  cause  of  the  injury,  and  the 
court,  in  passing  on  the  facts  as  found  or 
admitted  to  exist,  must  regard  the  proxi- 
mate as  the  efficient  and  consequent  cause, 
and  disregard  the  remote  cause." 

Now,  if  we  grant  that  the  chin  strap  of 
the  halter  was  defective,  and  that  this  suf- 
ficiently appeared  in  the  evidence,  and  that 
Stephenson  knew  of  this  defect,  can  it  be 
said,  in  view  of  the  law  as  heretofore  laid 
down  by  this  court,  that  such  defect  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  accident?  The  in- 
jurious result  would  not  have  followed  had 
not  the  new  and  independent  cause  inter- 
vened. This  new  cause  had  no  causal  con- 
nection with  the  negligence  of  Stephenson. 
The  hitting  of  the  mare  on  the  nose  by  the 
boy  was  not  caused  by  the  defect  in  the 
halter,  neither  was  it  under  the  control  of 
Stephenson,  neither  can  it  be  said  with  the 
slightest  fairness  that  it  could  have  been 
foreseen  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  dili- 
gence on  his  part.  The  most  that  can  be  said 
is  that  the  defect  in  the  halter, — if  defective, 
— and  the  frightening  of  the  team  by  one  of 
them  being  struck  on  the  nose  by  the  boy's 
foot,  were  two  distinct  successive  causes, 
wholly  unrelated  in  operation,  which  con- 
tributed to  the  production  of  the  accident 
resulting  in  the  injury  and  damage;  and 
therefore  the  frightening  of  the  team,  being 
the  immediate  and  probable  cause,  is  the 
proximate  cause,  and  the  defect  in  the  hal- 
ter, being  the  secondary  and  improbable 
cause,  is  the  remote  cause.  This  being  so, 
the  defendant,  Stephenson,  was  not  liable 
for  the  unfortunate  accident,  and  his  request 
that  the  jury  be  so  instructed  should  have 
been  granted. 

The  judgment  will  he  reversed,  and  the 
case  remanded  for  further  proceedings. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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*J.  A  morliragre  secarlnir  m,  series  of 
noteM    due    at    InteirralM    of    one    year 

provided  that  nonpaymeut  of  any  one  of  them, 
together  with  nonpayment  of  taxes  due  on 
the  mortgaged  premises,  should  mature  the 
entire  debt  None  of  the  notes  was  paid  at 
maturity.  At  the  date  of  the  maturity  of 
the  first  note,  taxes  on  the  land  were  due  and 
unpaid,  and  such  default  continued  un- 
til after  all  the  notes  were  due.  A  pur- 
chaser of  the  land  from  the  mortgagor,  who 
did  not  assume  payment  of  the  mortgage, 
then  paid  the  taxes.  Subsequent  to  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes,  and  more  than  flye  years  from 
the  date  of  the  default  upon  the  first  note 
and  taxes,  the  mortgagee  brought  suit  to 
foreclose  the  mortgage.     Held: 

a.  Tlie  statute  of  limitations  com- 
menced to  ran  at  the  date  of  the  default 
upon  the  first  note  and  taxes. 

b.  Tlie  rnnnlnir  of  tlie  statnle  of  lim- 
itations T»'as  not  suspended  by  the  pay- 
ment of  taxes. 

c.  By  paying  the  taxes  the  landown- 
er did  not  -vralTC  the  right  to  plead  the 
statute  of  limitations,  or  estop  himself  from 
so  doing. 

2.  The  case  of  First  Nat.  Bank  ▼.  Peclc, 
8  Kan.  6G3,  approved  and  followed,  and  the 
case  of  Douthitt  t.  FarreU,  60  Kan.  195,  66 
Pac  9,  criUcized. 

(May  6,  1005.) 

RROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Ottawa 

'^  County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
defendants  in  an  action  brought  to  foreclose 
a  mortgage  securing  certain  promissory 
notes.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  E.  O.  Sweet  and  GaTver  Sb 
Larimer,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

Where  the  condition  of  the  mortgage  is 
that  the  whole  debt  shall  become  due  upon 
the  failure  to  pay  "interest  and  taxes,"  both 
conditions  must  exist. 

Letcis  V.  Leufis,  68  Kan.  663,  50  Pac.  454. 

But,  even  where  both  such  conditions  have 
existed  so  as  to  start  the  running  of  the 
statute  of  limitations,  the  subsequent  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  by  one  interested  in  their 
payment  suspends  the  operation  of  the 
statute. 

Douthitt  T.  FarreU,  60  Kan.  195,  66  Pac. 
9. 

A  payment  by  Miller,  the  subsequent 
grantee  of  the  land,  had  the  same  effect  as 
if  such  payment  had  been  made  by  the 
mortgagor  himself. 

^Headnotes  by  Bubch,  J.  I 
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NoTS. — ^Ab  to  effect  of  statutory  bar  of  prin- 
cipal debt  on  right  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  or 
deed  of  trust,  see.  In  this  series,  Kulp  y.  Kulp, 
21  L.  B.  A.  550. 
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Schmuoker  ▼.  Siheri,  18  Kan.  104,  26  Am. 
Rep.  765;  Mo  Lane  ▼.  Allison,  60  Kan.  441, 
56  Pac.  747. 

Messrs.  Thompson  Sb  Klnst  for  defend- 
ants in  error : 

When  a  default  matured  all  the  notes, 
and  this  default  continued  until  after  the 
time  when  the  notes  became  due  by  their 
terms,  the  purpose  of  the  conditions  had 
been  accomplished,  and  they  were  functus 
officio;  and  the  payment  of  taxes  on  the 
mortgaged  premises  after  that  time,  when 
the  statute  of  limitations  was  running  on 
the  face  of  the  notes,  and  not  under  the  con- 
ditions in  the  mortgage,  could  not  affect  the 
operation  of  the  statute. 

Lev)is  y.  Leivis,  58  Kan.  564,  50  Pac  454 ; 
Oreen  v.  Ooble,  7  Kan.  301  j  Atchison,  T,  d 
8.  F.  R.  Go.  T.  Atchison  Grain  Go.  68  Kan. 
585,  76  Pac.  1051. 

Bnrohy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  proceeding  in  error  grows  out  of  an 
action  commenced  in  the  district  court  of 
Ottawa  county  on  December  12,  1903.  The 
petition  prayed  for  the  foreclosure  of  a 
mortgage  securing  four  promiseory  notes 
due  respectively  on  February  18,  1890,  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1897,  February  18,  1898,  and  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1899.  The  mortgage  contained  a 
provision  to  the  effect  that,  if  any  one  of 
the  notes  secured  and  the  taxes  upon  the 
mortgaged  premises  should  not  be  paid  wlien 
due  and  payable,  the  entire  mortgage  debt 
should  at  once  mature.  The  absence  of  the 
makers  of  the  notes  from  the  state  waa 
pleaded  to  avoid  the  running  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.  The  answer  pleaded  default 
in  the  payment  of  taxes  for  the  year  4895, 
resulting  in  a  tax  sale  of  the  land  in  1896 
followed  by  an  indorsement  on  the  tax-sale 
certificate  of  taxes  paid  by  the  certificate 
holder  for  the  years  1896,  1897,  and  1898. 
The  defendant  purchased  the  land  subject  to 
mortgage  on  November  18,  1897,  and  was  not 
charged  with  any  personal  liability  on  the 
notes.  Because  of  the  default  in  the  pay- 
ment of  the  taxes  for  the  year  1895,  and  the 
default  in  the  payment  of  the  note  due  Feb- 
ruary 18,  1896,  he  claimed  the  entire  mort- 
gage debt  matured  on  the  date  last  men- 
tioned, and  prayed  the  benefit  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.  The  reply  pleaded  payment 
of  the  delinquent  taxes  by  the  defendant  on 
August  21,  1899.  A  demurrer  to  the  reply 
was  sustained,  and  the  correctness  of  tiiis 
ruling  is  the  matter  now  in  question. 

As  long  ago  as  1871  this  court  decided 
that  a  stipulation  in  a  mortgage  of  the  same 
character  as  that  under  consideration  was 
not  a  one-sided  affair,  vesting  a  mere  option 
in  the  mortgagee,  but  that  the  mortgagor 
had  an  equal  right  with  the  mortgagee  to  in- 
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Bist  npon  it,  and  to  receive  whatever  advan- 
tages it  might  oonfer  upon  him.  Mr.  Justice 
Brewer,  speaking  for  the  court,  said:  "This 
dauae  is  inserted  in  mortgages  usually  for 
the  benefit  of  the  mortgagee;  but,  being  a 
valid  stipulation,  the  mortgagor  has  equal 
right  to  insist  upon  it,  and  receive  whatever 
advantage  he  can  from  its  enforcement. 
When  the  payor,  at  the  expiration  of  six 
months,  failed  to  pay  the  dote  then  due,  by 
the  terms  of  the  contract  all  three  notes  be- 
came due.  The  statute  of  limitations  began 
to  nm  on  all,  and  a  subsequent  purchaser 
purchased  after  maturity."  First  Nat.  Bank 
V.  Peek,  8  Kan,  663.  The  same  rule  was  an- 
nounced in  England  at  least  as  early  as  1843. 
A  defendant  gave  a  warrant  of  attorney  to 
secure  a  debt  payable  by  instalments;  the 
plaintiff  having  the  right  in  case  of  any  de- 
fault to  have  judgment  and  execution  for  the 
whole,  as  if  all  the  periods  for  payment  had 
expired.  In  an  action  of  assumpsit  it  was 
held  that  the  defendant  might  show,  under 
a  plea  of  the  statute  of  limitations,  that  the 
first  default  was  made  more  than  six  years 
before  action,  and  that  this  was  a  complete 
defense,  not  only  as  to  instalments  due  more 
than  six  years  before,  but  also  as  to  those 
due  within  that  period.  Lord  Denman,  Ch. 
J.,  said:  "We  are  of  opinion  that  the  de- 
fendant is  right,  and  that  the  cause  of  action 
accrued  upon  the  first  default  for  all  that 
then  remained  owing  of  the  whole  debt.  . 
.  .  In  this  case  there  was  a  default  more 
than  six  years  ago,  and  upon  that  the  plain- 
tiff might,  if  he  pleased,  have  signed  judg- 
ment, and  issued  execution  for  all  that  re- 
mained due,  or  he  might  have  maintained 
his  action.  If  he  chose  to  wait  till  all  the 
instalments  became  due,  no  doubt  he 
might  do  so;  but  that  which  was  optional 
cm  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  would  not  affect 
the  right  of  the  defendant,  who  might  well 
consider  the  action  as  accruing  from  the 
time  that  the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  main- 
tain it.  The  statute  of  limitations  runs 
from  the  time  the  plaintiff  might  have 
brought  his  action,  unless  he  was  subject  to 
any  (rf  the  disabilities  specified  in  the  stat- 
ute; and,  as  the  plaintiff  might  have 
brought  his  action  upon  the  first  default,  if 
he  did  not  choose  to  enter  up  judgment  we 
think  that  the  defendant  is  entitled  to  the 
verdict  upon  the  plea  of  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations.'' Hemp  V.  Garland,  4  Q.  B.  519,  523, 
524.  This  case  was  expressly  approved  in 
1801  by  the  court  of  appeal,  on  appeal  from 
the  Queen's  bench  division,  in  the  case  of 
Reeves  t.  Butcher  [1891]  2  Q.  B.  509. 
Lindley,  L.  J.,  said:  "1  am  of  opinion  that 
we  cannot  differ  from  the  judgment  below 
without  altering  the  law.  The  agreement  is 
one  reasonably  easy  to  be  understood.  It 
provides  for  a  loan  for  five  years,  subject  to 
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a  provision  that,  if  'default  is  made  in 
pimctual  payment  of  interest,  the  principal 
shall  be  recoverable  at  once.  Now,  the 
statute  of  limitations  (21  Jac  I.  chap.  16} 
enacts  that  such  actions  as  therein  men- 
tioned, including  'all  actions  of  debt  ground- 
ed upon  any  lending  or  contract  without 
specialty,'  shall  be  brought  'within  six  years 
next  after  the  cause  of  such  action  or  suit» 
and  not  after.'  This  expression,  'cause  of 
action,'  has  been  repeatedly  the  subject  of  de- 
cision, and  it  has  been  held,  particularly  in 
Hemp  V.  Garland,  decided  in  1843,  that  the 
cause  of  action  arises  at  the  time  when  the 
debt  oould  first  have  been  recovered  by  ac- 
tion. The  right  to  bring  an  action  may 
arise  on  various  events,  but  it  has  always 
been  held  that  the  statute  runs  from  the 
earliest  time  at  which  an  action  could  be 
brought."  The  reason  for  allowing  the 
debtor  to  take  advantage  of  the  stipulation 
is  well  stated  by  the  supreme  court  of  Texas 
in  the  case  of  Harrison  Maoh.  Works  v. 
Reigor,  64  Tex.  89,  90,  91,  as  follows:  "The 
purpose  of  statutes  of  limitation  is  'to  com- 
pel the  settlement  of  claims  within  a  rea- 
sonable period  after  their  origin,  and  while 
the  evidence  upon  which  their  enforcement 
or  resistance  rests  is  yet  fresh  in  the  minds 
of  the  parties  or  their  witnesses.'  Wood, 
Limitation  of  Actions,  §  5.  If  the  holder  of  a 
note  may,  at  his  option,  treat  the  claim  as 
due  at  a  later  date  than  the  maker  has 
agreed  that  it  shall  mature,  and  thus  pre- 
scribe a  different  date  at  which  it  shall  be 
barred,  the  evidence  for  its  enforcement  may 
be  preserved,  whilst  that  for  its  resistance 
may  be  destroyed,  and  thus  the  purpose  of 
the  statute  be  wholly  defeated.  .  .  .  Here 
no  option  was  left  to  the  creditor.  He  was 
forced  to  treat  the  debt  as  due.  It  is  true 
he  was  not  obliged  to  bring  suit  upon  it  upon 
default  in  payment  of  the  first  note.  Neither 
is  any  creditor  compelled  to  sue  upon  a  claim 
so  soon  as  it  becomes  due.  But  the  statute 
was  put  in  motion  without  consulting  his 
wishes,  by  the  very  terms  of  the  contract, 
which  neither  party  had  any  right  to  change 
without  the  consent  of  the  other."  So  in 
Voell  V.  Gaines,  68  Mo.  649,  656,  it  is  said : 
"It  cannot,  with  any  show  of  reason,  be 
urged  that  the  notes  could,  under  the  terms 
of  the  contract,  fall  due  for  one  purpose  and 
not  for  another.  If  they  fell  due  when  the 
contingency  happened,  and  because  it  hap- 
pened, and  because  the  parties,  upon  valid 
consideration,  had  thus  contracted,  it  must 
needs  follow  that  the  face  of  the  notes,  under 
the  circumstances  mentioned,  ceased  to  fur- 
nish any  guide  as  to  their  maturity."  And 
the  benefit  to  be  derived  by  sureties  from  a 
contract  providing  that'  nonpayment  of  a 
part  of  the  debt  shall  mature  the  whole  is 
forcefully  stated  by  the  Kentucky  court  of 
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appeals  as  follows :  •  "It  is  easy  to  conceive 
that  a  surety  might  require  such  a  clause 
as  a  condition  for  his  own  protection.  He 
might  be  unwilling  to  bind  himself  for  five 
years  imconditionally,  whereby  he  might  be 
compelled  to  pay  at  the  end  of  that  time 
both  the  principal  and  interest,  and  might 
very  prudently  say:  'Insert  a  clause  which 
requires  the  interest  to  be  paid  quarterly, 
and  which  provides  that,  if  not  so  paid,  the 
debt  is  to  become  due,  so  that,  if  not  paid, 
I  will  have  the  right  to  pay  it  or  secure 
myself/ "  Ryan  v.  Caldwell,  106  Ky.  543, 
50  S.  W.  066,  967.  The  reasoning  of  these 
cases  applies  with  peculiar  force  to  the  sit- 
uation of  one  who  has  purchased  subject 
to  a  mortgage  which  he  has  not  assumed, 
and  especially  so  if  the  mortgagors  have 
left  the  state,  and  he  may  be  deprived  of 
their  aid  in  making  proper  defenses  to  a 
belated  claim.  When  on  the  United  States 
circuit  bench,  Mr.  Justice  Brewer  said: 
"Now,  here,  according  to  the  averments  of 
this  petition,  this  mortgage  and  this  deed 
of  trust  were  executed  at  the  same  time, 
and  to  secure  these  notes;  they  were  parts 
and  parcels  of  one  transaction,  and  are  to 
be  construed  as  one  instt-ument;  and  if 
there  were  but  one  instrument,  and  that  con- 
taining a  promise  to  pay  money  at  three 
separate  times,  with  a  proviso  that,  upon  a 
failure  to  pay  the  first  sum  at  the  time 
named,  all  should  become  due,  I  cannot  see 
how,  logically,  we  can  escape  the  conclusion 
that  the  parties  have  made  an  absolute,  un- 
conditional stipulation,  operative  under  all 
circumstances  and  for  all  purposes.  I  had 
occasion  when  I  was  on  the  supreme  bench 
of  my  own  state  to  consider  this  matter  in 
two  or  three  cases,  and  that  was  the  con- 
clusion I  then  came  to,  and  it  is  unchanged. 
I  am  aware  that  Judge  Hough,  in  his  dis- 
senting opinion,  suggests  certain  contingen- 
cies in  which  the  application  of  this  rule, 
where  there  are  several  negotiable  promis- 
sory notes  secured  by  mortgages  or  deeds 
of  trust,  might  work  out  some  embarrass- 
ments; but  still  I  do  not  think  that  the 
possibility  of  such  embarrassments  can 
avoid  the  clear  force  of  the  language  the 
parties  have  used.  I  do  not  see  why  they 
cannot  make  such  a  contract,  and  if  they 
made  it,  and  its  language  is  clear,  I  do  not 
see  why  the  courts  should  not  give  force  and 
effect  to  it."  Wheeler  d  W.  Mfg,  Co,  v. 
HotDard,  28  Fed.  741.  Although  the  courts 
of  some  of  the  states  and  some  of  the  Fed- 
eral courts  have  taken  a  different  view,  the 
doctrine  propounded  in  Fir8t  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Peck  has  been  steadily  adhered  to  by  this 
court.  It  has  been  carried  to  the  extent  of 
holding  that  a  tender  of  delinquent  taxes, 
whose  nonpayment  constituted  the  sole 
breach  of  the  contract,  and  the  payment  of 
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all  aocrued  costs,  would  not,  after  suit  had 
been  commenced,  discharge  the  default  and 
reinstate  the  contract  as  to  notes  otherwise 
not  due  for  a  long  period  of  time.  Standi  ft 
v.  Norton,  11  Kan.  218.  The  legislature  has 
not  seen  fit  to  interfere,  and  the  rule  thus 
early  announced  is  now  definitely  estab- 
lished as  a  part  of  the  law  of  this  state.  Dar- 
row  ▼.  Soullin,  19  Kan.  59;  Meyer  ▼.  Orae- 
ber,  19  Kan.  165;  Ellwood  v.  Wolcott,  32 
Kan.  526,  4  Pac.  1056;  Levoie  v.  Lewis,  58 
Kan.  564,  50  Pac.  454;  Douthitt  v.  Farrell, 
60  Kan.  195,  56  Pac.  9 ;  Kennedy  v.  Oihson, 
68  Kan.  612.  75  Pac.  1044.  At  a  date  ear- 
lier than  that  of  the  decision  in  First  Nat, 
Bank  v.  Peck  this  court  held:  ''As  a  gen- 
eral rule,  when  a  statute  begins  to  run,  it 
continues  to  run  until  the  demand  is  barred. 
This  principle  is  laid  down  with  great  uni- 
formity in  all  the  authorities,  and  may  be 
considered  as  settled.  Undoubtedly  the 
legislature  may  prescribe  differently,  and  in 
this  state  several  exceptions  are  made,  but 
none  such  as  is  claimed  in  this  case."  Green 
V.  Qohle,  7  Kan.  297,  301. 

By  applying  the  rules  recognized  in  these 
cases  to  the  facts  of  the  case  under  consid- 
eration, it  becomes  plain  that  the  demurrer 
to  the  reply  was  properly  sustained.  But 
the  defendant  claims  that  the  court  should 
have  been  guided  by  the  case  of  Douthitt  v. 
Farrell,  60  Kan.  195,  56  Pac.  9,  the  syllabus 
of  which  reads  as  follows:  "Where  a  prom- 
issory note  was  given,  by  the  terms  of  which 
the  principal  became  due  in  five  years  from 
date,  w^ith  interest  payable  semiannually; 
and  a  real-estate  mortgage  securing  it  was 
given,  which  provided  that  upon  default  in 
payment  of  any  of  the  interest  when  due, 
and  the  taxes  on  the  mortgaged  premises 
when  due,  the  whole  indebtedness  should 
mature;  and  both  such  defaults  oecurred; 
and  the  statute  of  limitations  thereupoD 
commenced  to  run  s^inst  the  indebtedness; 
and  the  delinquent  taxes  were  thereafter 
paid  by  the  mortgage  debtor, — ^held,  that  the 
running  of  the  statute  in  his  favor  was 
ended  by  his  voluntary  correction  of  the  one 
default;  and,  although  more  than  five 
years  elapsed  from  the  occurrence  of  the  two 
defaults  mentioned,  the  cause  of  action  on 
the  note  and  mortgage  was  not  barred.** 
This  decision  was  based  upon  the  case  of 
Smalley  v.  Ranken,  85  Iowa,  612,  62  N.  W. 
507.  Bmalley  v.  Ranken  refers*  in  tum«  to 
Watte  T.  Creighton,  85  Iowa,  154,  52  K.  W. 
12,  and  Watte  v.  Creighton  discusses  and  ex- 
pressly rejects  the  doctrine  of  First  Nat, 
Bank  v.  Peck.  The  argument  in  the  Bmal- 
ley Case  is  as  follows:  "What  did  the  par- 
ties stipulate  that  the  taxes  should  be  paid 
by  defendant  fort  To  protect  the  plaintiff 
from  the  loss  or  impairment  of  his  security. 
At  the  filing  of  the  amendment  every  right 
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of  the  plaintiff  in  this  respect  was  fully  pro- 
teoted.  The  object  of  the  condition  of  the 
mortgage  was  to  enable  the  plaintiff  to  treat 
the  debt  as  due,  and  save  himself  from  loss 
because  of  the  default.  After  the  payment 
of  the  taxes,  all  such  liability  for  loss  was 
at  an  end.  His  situation  was  exactly  as  if 
there  had  been  no  default,  as  far  as  the  con- 
ditions for  forfeiture  were  concerned.  To 
justify  a  forfeiture  under  such  circum- 
stances would  work  an  injustice  that  the 
court  ought  not  to  permit."  This  reasoning 
proceeds  upon  premises  wholly  incompatible 
with  those  employed  in  the  decisions  of  this 
court  already  quoted  and  cited.  Stipula- 
tions for  the  acoeleration  of  the  maturity 
of  debts  do  not  provide  penalties  or  forfeit- 
ures. "It  is  therefore  settled  by  the  over- 
whelming weight  of  authority  that  if  a  cer- 
tain sum  is  due,  and  secured  by  a  bond,  or 
bond  and  mortgage,  or  other  form  of  obli- 
gation, and  is  made  payable  at  some  future 
day  specified,  with  interest  thereon  made 
payable  during  the  interval  at  fixed  times, 
annually  or  semiannually  or  monthly,  and  a 
further  stipulation  provides  that,  in  ease  de- 
fault should  occur  in  the  prompt  payment  of 
any  such  portion  of  interest  at  the  time 
agreed  upon,  then  the  entire  principal  sum 
of  the  debt  should  at  once  become  payable, 
and  payment  thereof  could  be  enforced  by 
the  creditor,  such  a  stipulation  is  not  in  the 
nature  of  a  penalty,  but  will  be  sustained  in 
equity  as  well  as  at  law.  In  exactly  the 
same  manner,  if  a  certain  sum  is  due,  and 
is  secured  by  any  form  of  instrument,  and 
is  made  payable  in  specified  instalments, 
with  interest,  at  fixed,  successive  days  in  the 
future,  and  a  further  stipulation  provides 
that,  in  case  of  a  default  in  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  any  such  instalment  in  whole  or  in 
part  at  the  time  prescribed  therefor,  then 
the  whole  principal  sum  of  the  debt  should 
at  once  become  payable,  and  payment  there- 
of could  be  enforced  by  the  creditor,  such 
stipulation  has  nothing  in  common  with  a 
penalty,  and  is  as  valid  and  operative  in 
equity  as  at  the  law."  1  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  2d 
ed.  S  439.  "Provisions  such  as  that  under 
consideration  are  not  in  the  nature  of  pen- 
alties; nor  have  they  anything  in  common 
with  forfeitures,  but  are  to  be  regarded  as 
nothing  more  than  agreements  between  the 
parties  fixing  the  time  and  the  conditions 
apon  which  the  whole  debt  may  become  due. 
Such  an  agreement  may  be  as  advantageous 
to  the  payor  as  to  the  payee.  Buchanan  v. 
Berkshire  L,  Ins.  Co.  96  Ind.  610;  Malcolm 
v.  AUen,  49  N.  Y.  448;  1  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  | 
439;  2  Jones,  Mortg.  §  1186."  Moore  v.  Sar- 
gent, 112  Ind.  484,  485,  14  N.  E.  466.  In- 
deed, the  supreme  court  of  Iowa  itself,  in  a 
later  case,  has  expressly  held  that  such 
stipulations  are  not  to  be  r^;arded  as  pro- 
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viding  for  penalties  or  forfeitures.  Bwear 
ingen  ▼.  Lahner,  93  Iowa,  147,  26  L.  R.  A. 
765,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  261,  61  N.  W.  431. 

But  a  more  fundamental  consideration  is 
that  the  parties  made  the  contract,  and  the 
courts  cannot  make  another  to  take  its 
place.  Its  language  excludes  the  idea  that 
the  creditor  may  or  may  not  "treat  the  debt 
as  due."  It  becomes  due  in  fact.  If  an  elec- 
tion were  all  that  the  parties  intended, 
words  appropriate  to  that  purpose  should 
have  been  used.  "It  is  not  necessary  to  as- 
sume that  the  parties  to  such  a  contract  in- 
tended to  provide  for  none  but  wrongful  re- 
fusals to  pay  instalments.  It  might  hap- 
pen that  the  debtor,  upon  good  grounds, 
would  afterwards  deny  his  liability  upon  the 
contract,  and  therefore  refuse  to  pay  instal- 
ments, in  which  case  the  provision  would 
serve  him  a  useful  purpose,  in  bringing  the 
question  at  issue  to  a  prompt  test,  and  not 
leave  it  entirely  with  the  creditor  to  delay 
until,  perhaps,  evidence  of  the  defense  had 
been  lost.  The  question  at  last  is  one  of 
construction  of  the  language  used,  and  that 
which  makes  it  mean  just  what  it  says  is 
not  without  reason  or  good  authority  to  sup- 
port it.  Where  the  purpose  is  only  to  give 
the  option  to  the  creditor,  language  expres- 
sive of  it  may  be  easily  inserted."  Ban  An- 
tonio Real  Estate  Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  v. 
Stewart,  94  Tex.  441,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  864, 
868,  61  S.  W.  386.  This  distinction  was 
recognized,  and,  indeed,  controlled  the  de- 
cision, in  the  very  recent  case  of  Kennedy  v. 
Oihson,  68  Kan.  612,  76  Pac.  1044.  The 
opinion  reads:  "The  note  provided  that  a 
default  should  mature  the  entire  debt,  at  the 
option  of  the  holder,  while  the  provision  in 
the  mortgage  was  that  a  default  made  the 
whole  debt  due,  regardless  of  an  election  by 
the  holder.  Which  of  these  provisions 
should  control?  In  the  absence  of  an  option 
clause  in  the  note,  the  stipulation  in  the 
mortgage  would  have  operated  to  mature  the 
whole  debt  upon  a  default,  and  the  mort^ 
gagors  could  have  taken  advantage  of  the 
stipulation.  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Peck,  8 
Kan.  660.  The  stipulation  in  the  note  as  to 
default,  however,  conflicts  with  that  of  the 
mortgage,  and,  of  necessity,  the  former  con- 
trols. The  note  contains  the  obligations  of 
the  mortgagors,  and  the  mortgage,  concur- 
rently executed,  is  an  incident  to  and  se- 
curity for  the  note.  The  stipulation  in  the 
note  must  therefore  prevail,  and,  unless  the 
holder  exercised  the  option  and  elected  to 
declare  the  whole  debt  due,  the  statute 
would  not  nm  earlier  than  the  time  origri- 
nally  fixed  for  the  maturity  of  the  note." 
Such  being  the  established  position  of  this 
court  the  Smalley  Case  must  be  eliminated 
as  a  support  for  the  conclusion  reached  in 
the  Douthitt  Case.  In  deciding-the  DoutMtt 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


254 


KaHBAS  SUPBBICE  Ck>UBT. 


Mat, 


Case  the  court  in  effect  declared  reciprocal 
estoppels  against  the  parties.  The  debtor 
lost  the  right  to  plead  that  the  statute  was 
running  on  account  of  his  default,  and  the 
creditor  lost  the  right  to  sue  on  account  of 
the  same  default.  The  wound  was  healed 
without  a  scar.  The  condition  in  the  mort- 
gage that  the  creditor  could,  under  certain 
circumstances,  insist  upon  payment  of  the 
note  before  maturity  according  to  its  terms, 
was  restored  to  the  status  of  an  unbroken 
covenant  for  the  future  protection  of  the  in- 
debtedness secured,  and  the  indebtedness  it- 
self was  restored  to  the  status  of  an  unma- 
tured claim.  The  opinion  reads:  "We  have 
no  doubt  but  that  the  voluntary  payment  of 
the  taxes  by  the  debtor  was  a  waiver  by  him 
of  the  conditions  under  which  the  statute  of 
limitations  was  running  in  his  favor,  and 
was  a  restoration  by  him  of  the  plaintiff  to 
the  status  of  a  holder  of  an  unmatured  in- 
debtedness." Manifestly  no  such  rehabili- 
tation of  rights  could  be  accomplished  in 
this  case.  The  last  note  had  matured  by  its 
own  terms  six  months  before  the  taxes  were 
paid.  The  plaintiff  oould  not  be  reinvested 
with  the  rights  of  a  holder  of  an  unmatured 
indebtedness,  and  the  mutual  modification  of 
the  legal  relations  of  the  parties  adverted  to 
in  the  Douthitt  Case  was  impossible.  True, 
the  term  "voluntary  waiver"  is  used  in  that 
decision,  but,  as  already  observed,  the 
waiver  was  of  such  a  character  that  it  neces- 
sarily worked  a  change  in  the  rights  of  the 
opposite  party.  That  the  conduct  of  a 
single  party  to  the  contract  may  have  such 
a  far-reaching  effect,  unless  the  other 
party  has  been  influenced  in  some  manner 
by  it,  is  not  conceded  by  those  courts  which 
enforce  the  rule  of  peremptory  maturity 
adopted  in  this  state.  Thus,  in  the  case  of 
San  Antonio  Real  Estate  Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  ▼. 
Stewart,  94  Tex.  441,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  864, 
668,  61  S.  W.  386,  it  is  said:  "It  is  not 
in  the  power  of  the  creditor,  by  his  acts 
alone,  to  change  the  rights  of  the  parties 
resulting  from  the  maturity  of  the  debt. 
But  both  parties,  by  their  joint  action,  may 
so  alter  such  rights  that  the  creditor  would 
no  longer  have  the  right  to  demand,  nor  the 
debtor  to  pay,  the  entire  indebtedness.  .  . 
While  neither  party,  by  his  separate  ac- 
tion or  nonaction,  could  impair  the  rights 
of  the  other,  each  could  waive  his  own 
rights  as  they  accrued  from  the  default  in 
payment  of  an  instalment  so  as  to  estop 
him  from  relying  upon  such  default.  To  ac- 
complish this,  it  would  only  be  necessary 
that  each  should  so  act  as  to  justify  the 
other  in  believing,  and  acting  upon  the  be- 
lief, that  the  effect  of  the  failure  to  pay  an 
instalment  was  to  be  disregarded,  and  that 
the  contract  should  stand  as  if  there  had 
been  no  default."  Likewise,  in  the  case  of 
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Moore  v.  Sargent,  112  Ind.  484,  486,  14  N. 
E.  466,  it  is  said:  "The  provision  in  the 
mortgage  for  accelerating  the  time  when  the 
whole  debt  should  become  due  and  collecti- 
ble did  not  make  the  maturity  of  the  debt 
evidenced  by  the  second  note  depend  upon 
the  election  of  the  mortgagee.  The  second 
note  became  absolutely  due  upon  failure  to 
pay  the  first  note  at  maturity.  According 
to  the  terms  of  the  contract,  upon  the  hap- 
pening of  that  event  the  whole  debt  became 
as  effectually  and  absolutely  due  as  if  fur- 
ther credit  had  not  been,  in  any  contingency, 
agreed  upon.  The  mortgagor  had  then  the 
right  to  pay  or  tender  the  whole  debt,  and 
by  that  means  suspend  the  accumulation 
of  interest.  The  acceptance  of  a  part  by 
the  mortgagee  did  not  defeat  the  right  of 
the  mortgagor  to  pay  or  tender  the  balance 
at  once,  nor  did  it,  without  a  new  agree- 
ment, extend  the  time  or  prevent  the  former 
from  enforcing  payment  of  what  remained 
unpaid.  .  .  .  Under  a  provision  which 
gives  the  creditor  the  exclusive  right  to 
elect,  within  a  time  fixed,  whether  or  not 
he  will  treat  the  whole  debt  as  due  in  case 
the  debtor  makes  default  in  paying  interest, 
it  may  well  be  that  the  unconditional  ac- 
ceptance of  interest  by  the  creditor,  af^»r 
the  expiration  of  the  time,  without  notice 
of  the  election,  would  waive  the  default.  2 
Jones,  Mortg.  {  1186.  Or  if  the  default  was 
induced  by  the  fraudulent  or  inequitable 
conduct  of  the  creditor,  or  by  any  agree- 
ment or  promise  upon  which  the  debtor 
might  rely  which  operated  to  mislead  or 
throw  the  debtor  off  his  guard,  a  court  of 
equity  would  interfere  to  stay  proceedings, 
or  the  action  might  be  abated  upon  the  facts 
being  properly  pleaded." 

But  under  either  theory  the  judgment  of 
the  district  court  in  this  case  was  correct, 
because  the  condition  in  the  mortgage  now 
in  controversy  had  spent  its  force  when  the 
taxes  were  paid.  No  acceleration  of  the 
maturity  of  the  notes  secured  could  occur  by 
virtue  of  it.  Failure  to  comply  with  it 
could  not  start  the  running  of  the  statute, 
and  a  payment  of  taxes  could  not  stop  the 
statute  from  running.  No  rights  could  be 
gained  or  lost  on  account  of  the  stipulation. 
On  February  18,  1896,  a  cause  of  action  ac- 
crued in  plaintiff's  favor,  and  the  statute  of 
limitations  then  commenced  to  run  against 
it.  From  February  18,  1896,  until  the  notes 
matured  by  their  terms,  the  plaintiff  had 
an  indisputable  right  to  bring  suit  upon 
them,  and  during  all  that  time  the  statute 
of  limitations  continued  to  run.  After  the 
notes  matured  by  their  terms,  the  cause  of 
action  continued  to  exist,  imimpaired,  and 
the  statute  continued  to  run.  Tlie  payment 
of  taxes  on  August  21,  1899,  could  not  pre- 
vent suit  on  the  notes,  and  hence  could  not 
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Buspend  the  operation  of  the  statute,  and  it 
eontinued  to  run  after  that  date  as  before. 
Such  having  been  the  condition  of  affairs  for 
more  than  five  years  before  suit  was  com- 
menced, the  right  to  recover  was  then 
barred.  The  taxes  were  paid  by  one  who  bore 
no  privity  to  the  debt,  and  owed  the  mort- 
gsgee  no  duty  concerning  it.  His  conduct 
implied  no  recognition  either  of  the  exist? 
enos  of  the  notes  or  of  the  right  to  enforce 


them.  It  was  entirely  independent  of,  and 
unrelated  to,  any  cause  of  action  the  plain- 
tiff might  have.  It  had  and  could  have  no 
effect  whatever  upon  the  conduct  or  rights 
of  the  mortgagee,  and  waiver  cannot  be  pred- 
icated upon  it. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  is  af- 
firmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Evalyn  ALLEN,  Appt,, 

V. 

NORTH  DES  MOINES  METHODIST  EPIS- 
COPAL CHURCH  et  ah 


.Iowa.. 


.) 


1.  In  tlie  absence  of  fraud,  a  creditor 
of  a  rellirioas  corporation  baa  no 
rlarbt  to  enforce  bis  clalnt  against  prop- 
erty formerly  belonging  to  It  after  It  has  been 
sold  on  mortgage  foreclosure,  the  corporation 
dissolved,  a  new  corporation  organized  out  of 
the  old  members  and  new  ones,  and  the 
property  bought  from  the  purchases  at  the 


foreclosure  sale,  although  the  new  corpora- 
tion proceeds  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
old  one  at  the  old  location,  and  maintains 
the  same  relation  as  the  old  one  to  the  gen- 
eral religious  denomination. 

S.  A  creditor  of  a  rellarlons  corpora- 
tion has  no  right  of  action  against  the  in- 
dividual members  of  it  as  such. 

8.  A  rellarlons  corporation  la  not 
bonnd  bx  tbe  act  of  Its  minister  in 
making  use  of  the  membership  roll  of  a  for- 
mer corporation,  the  title  to  whose  property 
it  acquired  through  a  foreclosure  sale,  so  as 
to  make  such  act  significant  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  identity  of  the  two  corporations. 

4.    Refusal  to  arrant  leave  to  amend  tbe 


Nom. — Liability  of  member  of  reUgious  society 
for  iU  debU. 
I.  Bcape,  255. 
II.  Barly  rule  in  Maeeaohueettt.  Conneotiout, 
and  Maine,  255. 
III.  Incorporated  sooietiee,  256. 
lY.  Unincorporated  societiee,  257. 
y.  B6sunU,  258. 

I.  Scope. 

This  note  is  confined  to  a  consideration  of 
those  cases  in  which  the  liability  of  the  mem- 
bers of  a  religious  society  for  Its  debts  as  mem- 
bers merely  is  decided,  and  does  not  include 
cases  in  which  the  members  whom  it  is  attempt- 
ed to  bold  liable  acted  as  officers  of  the  church, 
or  In  some  representatiye  capacity,  as  that  of 
deacons,  vestrymen,  members  of  building  com- 
mittees, etc. 

IL  Sarly  rule  in  Maeeachueette,  Connecticut, 
and  Maine, 

The  early  cases  and  dicta  on  this  subject  In 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  Maine  have 
been  placed  in  a  diyision  by  themselyes  because 
of  the  existence  of  the  parish  system  in  those 
states,  and  the  peculiar  character  of  these  ec- 
clesiastical societies  before  the  adoption  of  mod- 
em constitutions.  They  were  neither  prlrate 
corporations,  nor  yet  mere  yoluntary,  unincor- 
porated associations,  but  were  in  fact  munici- 
pal and  public  corporations,  the  parishes  being 
ortginally  coeztenslye  and  identical  with  the 
seyeral  towns,  which  at  first  exercised  parochi- 
al powers;  and,  when  in  some  Instances  the 
parishes  became  separate  communities,  they 
still  retained  their  public  and  political  charac- 
ter. They  embraced  substantially  all  the  per- 
sons residing  within  their  territorial  limits, 
and  no  act  was  necessary  to  constitute  member- 
eOL.IL  A. 


ship.  It  followed  residence  within  the  limits 
of  the  parish  as  a  matter  of  course.  To  sup- 
port and  maintain  religious  instruction  and 
worship  through  the  agency  of  religious  socie- 
ties was  a  public  duty  enjoined  by  law.  By 
immemorial  usage  the  inhabitants  of  a  town 
had  been  held  liable  for  its  debts ;  and  It  is  said 
in  Richardson  y.  Butterfield,  6  Cush.  191,  that 
it  was  probably  this  strong  resemblance  be- 
tween towns  and  parishes  as  to  the  locality  of 
members  and  the  general  features  of  their  or- 
ganization that  led  to  the  application  of  a  simi- 
lar rule  to  members  of  parishes.  Txie  court  in 
this  case  added  that  now  the  fact  of  residency 
within  the  territorial  limits  of  a  parish  no  long- 
er constitutes  membership  thereof,  and  that 
territorial  parishes  are  now  to  ail  intents  and 
purposes,  as  regards  their  relation  to  their 
members,  as  much  close  or  exclusive  corpora- 
tions as  poll-parishes,  or  incorporated  societiea 
The  law  now  makes  no  compulsory  proyision 
for  the  support  of  ecclesiastical  societies,  and 
no  person  can  become  a  member  of  such  a  soci- 
ety until  he  has  voluntarily  united  with  it. 
These  societies,  therefore,  seem  now  to  differ  in 
no  way,  so  far  as  the  rights  and  liabilities  of 
their  members  are  concerned,  from  any  other 
associations  or  corporations. 

In  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  this  early 
rule  has  been  repudiated,  but  in  Maine  the 
question  seems  not  to  haye  come  before  the 
courts  in  recent  years.' 

The  property  of  an  indiyidual  member  of  a 
territorial  parish  may  be  taken  to  satisfy  an 
execution  against  the  parish ;  but  such  an  exe- 
cution cannot  be  leyied  on  the  property  of  one 
who  has  ceased  to  be  a  member  of  the  parish  be- 
fore the  leyy,  although  he  was  a  member  when 
Judgment  was  recoyered.  Chase  y.  Merrimack 
Bank,  19  Pick.  564,  31  Am.  Dec.  163. 

So,  execution  against  a  pariBh|or  the  cost 
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complaint  m  a«  to  wt  up  a  new  Issue, 
after  the  introduction  of  the  eridence,  is  not 
reylewabie  on  appeal. 

(liarch  10,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  complainant  from  a  decree  of 
the  District  Court  for  Polk  County  dis- 
missing a  bill  filed  to  subject  certain  real 
estate  to  the  Hen  of  a  judgment  which  com- 
plainant held  against  the  Prospect  Park 
Methodist  Episcopal  Church.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Me88r8.  William  M.  Wileozen  and 
Bowen  Sc  Brookett  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  8.  F.  Pronty^  W.  Ii.  Smith,  and 
£•  D.  Samson,  for  appellees : 

The  question  whether  or  not  a  new  corpo- 


ration has  been  created,  or  aa  old  one  con- 
tinued, is  a  question  of  intent. 

1  Thomp.  Corp.  1895  ed.  p.  256;  BeUoxcs 
▼.  Hallowell  d  A.  Bank,  2  Mason,  31,  Fed. 
Cos.  No.  1,279. 

The  North  Des  Moines  oorporatfcm,  being 
a  separate  and  distinct  corporation,  cannot 
be  held  liable  for  the  debts  of  the  Prospect 
Bark  corporation,  unless  it  is  pleaded  and 
proved  that  it  received  from  the  older 
corporation,  or  from  other  sources,  assets 
belonging  to  the  Prospect  Park  corporation. 

1  Thomp.  Corp.  f  263;  Beach,  Corp.  S 
796;  Austin  v.  Tecumseh  Nat.  Bank,  49  Neb. 
412,  35  L.  R.  A.  444,  59  Am.  St.  Rep.  543, 
68  N.  W.  628;  Hopper  v.  Moore,  42  Iowa, 
565 ;  Tea>as  State  Fair  d  D.  Exposition  Asso. 
V.  Caruthers,  8  Tex.  Civ.  App.  474,  29  S.  \V. 


of  repairs  on  its  meetinghouse  cannot  be  levied 
on  the  property  of  a  member  who  has  with- 
drawn from  the  parish,  but  only  on  the  prop- 
erty of  those  who  are  members  at  the  time  of 
the  rendition  of  the  Judgment,  or  at  most  at 
the  commencement  of  the  action.  Fernald  v. 
Liewis,  6  Me.  204.  The  court  refers  to  the  fact 
that  at  common  law  corporators  are  not  an- 
swerable In  their  persons  or  their  private  prop- 
erty for  the  debts  or  liabilities  of  the  corpora- 
tion, but  says  that,  "by  the  usage  and  practice— 
for  It  does  not  seem  to  have  any  other  founda- 
tion—of MassachusettB  and  Maine,  the  case  of 
towns  and  parishes  forms  an  exception  to  this 
principle." 

And  in  6  Dane's  Abridgment,  158,  it  Is  said 
that,  to  the  principle  that  an  individual  mem- 
ber of  an  aggregate  corporation  is  not  liable 
for  debts  or  demands  against  it,  towns  or 
parishes  in  Massachusetts  are,  by  Immemorial 
usage,  an  exception,  for  on  an  execution  against 
one  of  them  the  body  or  estate  of  any  inhabit- 
ant may  be  taken  to  satisfy  it,  and  he  has  his 
remedy  over  against  the  corporation. 

Ecclesiastical  socletle*  Incorporated  before 
the  adoption  of  the  Connecticut  Constitution 
stood  upon  the  same  footing  with  respect  to  the 
liability  of  their  members  for  debts  as  towns, 
school  societies,  cities,  etc.  Dictum  in  McLoud 
V.  Selby,  10  Conn.  395,  27  Am.  Dec.  689. 

It  is  also  said,  ol^ter,  in  Beardsley  v.  Smith, 
16  Conn.  368,  41  Am.  Dec.  148,  that  thereto- 
fore it  had  not  been  doubted  that  the  inhabit- 
ants of  located  ecclesiastical  societies  were  in- 
dividually liable  for  debts  of  the  society. 

And  in  a  case  where  the  property  of  the  mem- 
ber of  an  ecclesiastical  society  was  taken  by 
distress  for  the  payment  of  a  tax  levied  against 
the  society,  and  in  which  it  was  contended  that 
the  property  of  a  member  could  not  be  taken 
for  the  debt  of  the  society,  the  court  said  that, 
if  the  tax  was  properly  laid,  he  could  not  see 
but  that  the  distress  was  warranted,  reason- 
ing by  analogy  from  the  practice  of  New  Eng- 
land to  hold  the  Inhabitants  of  a  town  liable 
for  the  town's  debts,  which  practice  also  ob- 
talbed  in  England.  But  it  was  held  that  the 
tax  was  illegal  because  the  society  was  exempt. 
Atwater  v.  Woodbridge,  6  Conn.  227,  16  Am. 
Dee.  46. 

III.  Incorporated  soeleHes. 

The  members  of  a  religious  corporation  are 
69  L.  1^  A. 


not  Individually  liable,  as  such,  to  a  creditor 
of  the  corporation.  Allbn  v.  North  Dba 
Moines  M.  B.  Chusch. 

The  property  of  a  member  of  an  incorporated 
religious  society  organized  by  voluntary  associ- 
ation, having  no  territorial  limits,  cannot  be 
seized  on  execution  against  the  society  Itself 
for  debt.  Richardson  v.  Butterfleld,  6  Cusb. 
191. 

A  debt  against  a  voluntary  religious  corpora- 
tion without  local  limits  cannot  be  enforced  by 
levying  an  execution  against  the  corporation 
upon  the  private  property  of  one  of  its  members. 
Jewett  V.  Thames  Bank,  16  Conn.  510.  Tbe 
court  said  in  this  case  that,  although  this 
society  was  without  a  special  charter,  it  was 
essentially  incorporated  by  virtue  of  the  sut- 
ute  relating  to  religious  societies  and  congre- 
gations. 

But  persons  who  were  members  of  a  reli- 
gious corporation  at  the  time  of  the  death  of 
Its  minister  are  Individually  liable  to  his  estate 
for  arrears  of  salary  due  him,  where  at  that 
time  there  existed  a  fund  which  had  been 
raised  by  the  society  for  tbe  support  of  the 
minister,  sufficient  to  pay  the  Indebtedness,  and 
this  money  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  mem- 
bers, who  formed  a  new  society,  and,  instead 
of  appropriating  the  fund  to  the  payment  of 
the  former  minister's  salary,  as  was  their  duty, 
permitted  it  to  be  wasted  or  used  for  other 
purposes.  Bigelow  v.  Congregational  Soc.  11 
Vt  283.  The  court  In  this  case  says,  however, 
that  the  individuals  composing  the  society  were 
not  personally  liable,  unless  they  had  made 
themselves  so  by  some  act  or  default,  and  that 
an  execution  against  the  society  for  tbe  debt 
could  not  be  levied  on  the  separate  property  of 
the  individual  members.  A  receiver  was  ap- 
pointed to  collect  whatever  might  remain  of  the 
fund,  and  apply  the  same,  and  the  case  was  re- 
ferred to  a  master  to  ascertain  the  situation  of 
the  fund  at  the  time  of  the  death  of  the  minis- 
ter, and  who  were  members  of  the  society  at 
that  time.  The  master's  report  was  excepted 
to,  and  the  matter  again  came  before  the  chan- 
cellor, who  overruled  the  exceptions,  and  de- 
creed that  certain  individuals  found  to  have 
been  members  of  the  society  at  the  death  of  the 
minister  should  pay  to  the  clerk  the  amount 
found  due,  with  costs,  and  this  decree  was  af* 
firmed  in  15  Vt  870. 
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48;  National  Foundry  d  Pipe  Works  v. 
Oconto  City  Water  Supply  Co.  105  Wis.  48, 
81  N.  W.  125. 

WeaTeVy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Briefly  stated,  the  plaintiff  claims  that 
in  the  year  1887  the  defendant  was  in- 
corporated for  religious  purposes  under  the 
laws  of  this  st^te,  and  assumed  the  name  of 
Prospect  Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church, 
and  that  thereafter,  by  proper  proceedings, 
the  name  of  the  corporation  was  changed  to 
North  Des  Moines  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church.  It  is  further  alleged  that  prior  to 
the  beginning  of  this  action  plaintiff  ob- 
tained a  judgment  against  the  corporation  in 
the  district  court  of  Polk  county,  Iowa,  un- 


der the  name  of  Prospect  Park  Methodist 
Episcopal  Church,  which  judgment  is  still 
unpaid,  and  that  since  the  change  in  the 
name  of  the  organization  it  has  become  the 
owner  of  certain  real  estate  upon  which  the 
plaintiff  asks  to  have  the  lien  of  such  judg- 
ment established  and  confirmed.  By  a 
second  count  of  her  petition  the  plaintiff 
alleges  that  the  present  church  organization 
is  identical  with  the  one  against  which  she 
obtained  judgment,  and  that  the  change  in 
its  name  and  designation  was  a  fraudulent 
scheme  or  device  to  hinder  and  delay  its 
creditors.  The  defendants  admit  that  the 
North  Des  Moines  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  is  a  corporation,  and  owns  the  real 
estate  above  referred  to,  but  deny  that  said 
corporation  is  identical  with   the  Prospect 


IV.  VtUacorporated  todetiea. 

Members  of  a  voluntary  unincorporated  re- 
IlKiooa  association  are  not  Individually  liable 
for  \ta  debts,  unless  they  authorized  the  in- 
currlns  of  the  obligation,  or  subsequently  rati- 
fied the  same.  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Rector,  59 
Neb.  77.  80  N.  W.  269. 

And  It  is  said  obiter,  in  Devoss  v.  Gray.  22 
Ohio  St.  159.  that  a  member  of  an  unincorpo- 
rated rellfrioiis  society  cannot  be  held  personal- 
ly responsible  for  the  debts  of  the  society,  un- 
less it  be  shown  that  he  In  some  way  sanctioned 
or  acquiesced  in  their  creation. 

This  statement  was  quoted  with  approval  In 
Males  V.  Murray.  7  Ohio  N.  P.  614,  Affirmed 
in  2.3  Ohio  C.  C.  396,  although  the  point  was 
not  directly  involved  in  the  case. 

Members  of  an  unincorporated  religious  socie- 
ty, who  participated  In  a  business  meeting  at 
which  it  was  agreed  to  employ  a  pastor  at  a 
certain  salary,  are  not  liable  to  him  individual- 
ly for  arrears  of  his  salary ;  and  such  contract 
of  employment  created  at  most  an  obligation, 
if  any,  upon  such  members  to  pay  their  ap- 
portlonal  share  only  of  such  expense,  where  the 
pastor  accepted  his  position  with  full  knowl- 
edge that  a  fund  to  pay  his  salary  would  be 
rals^  by  voluntary  contribution  of  the  mem- 
^er8.  to  which  alone  he  could  look  for  compen- 
i'atlon.  Riffe  v.  Proctor.  99  Mo.  App.  601,  74 
S.  W.  409. 

But  members  of  an  unincorporated  religious 
society,  who  were  actively  instrumental  In  In- 
rnrrin?  Uabllitles  for  It,  are  liable  either  as 
principals  or  agents  having  no  legal  principal 
behind  them;  members  of  the  society  who  ei- 
ther anthorlzed  or  ratified  the  transactions  are 
also  liable,  while  those  who  did  not  are  exempt 
from  Uablllty.  Clark  v.  O'Rourke.  Ill  Mich. 
lUS,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  389,  69  N.  W.  147. 

And  In  Burton  v.  Grand  Rapids  School  Fur- 
niture Co.  10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  271.  31  S.  W.  91, 
it  Is  also  said,  obiter,  that  In  case  of  a  debt 
against  an  unincorporated  religious  society  the 
members  who  Incurred  the  liability,  assented 
to  it.  or  subsequently  ratified  it,  became  per- 
sonally liable. 

So  members  of  an  unincorporated  religious 
association,  governed  In  their  secular  affairs 
by  a  priest  and  trustees  having  power  to  Incur 
debts  for  the  association,  who.  through  such 
agents,  stated  an  account  with  their  priest  for 
money  advanced  to  build  a  church  and  for  ar-  ' 
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resrs  of  salaiy.  and  who  agreed  in  writing. 
Jointly  and  severally  acting  by  their  trustees 
and  agents,  to  psy  such  sum.  are  individually 
liable  for  the  indebtedness.  Sheehy  v.  Blake, 
72  Wis.  411,  39  N.  W.  479,  Affirmed  In  77  Wis. 
401,  9  L.  R.  A.  564,  46  N.  W.  537.  But  the 
court  stated  explicitly  that  this  responsibility 
does  not  rest  upon  the  mere  fact  that  the  de- 
fendants were  members  of  the  association  when 
the  debt  was  Incurred,  but  upon  the  ground 
that  they  approved  of.  or  participated  In,  con- 
tracting it,  and  subsequently  assumed  and 
agreed  to  pay  it  through  their  authorized 
agenls. 

A  member  of  an  unincorporated  religious 
society,  who  purchases  an  obligation  against 
the  society  contracted  while  he  was  a  member, 
and  who  Is  still  a  member  at  the  time  the  action 
Is  brought,  cannot  recover  a  personal  Judgment 
against  the  other  members  of  the  society. 
German  Roman  Catholic  Church  v.  Kaus,  6 
Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  1028.  The  court  refers  to 
the  fact  that  the  supreme  court  of  the  state  has 
decided  that  members  of  such  a  society,  who 
personally  participate  in  creating  a  debt,  may 
be  held  liable  personally  therefor.  The  evi- 
dence In  this  case  tended  to  show  that  the  per- 
sons against  whom  the  Judgment  was  sought 
had  participated  actively  in  the  borrowing  of 
the  money,  but,  because  the  party  suing  on  the 
claim  was  also  a  member,  it  was  held  that  he 
could  not  recover.  His  remedy  was  held  to  be 
in  equity  against  the  property  of  the  society. 

A  member  of  an  unincorporated  religious 
society,  who  brings  an  action  against  the  other 
members  of  the  society  on  a  promissory  note 
which  declares  on  its  face  that  all  the  proper- 
ty of  the  church  is  held  for  the  payment  there- 
of, is  not  entitled  to  a  personal  Judgment 
against  the  members ;  but.  Inasmuch  as  he  was 
a  member  of  the  society,  and  must  have  received 
some  part  of  the  benefit  arising  from  the  money 
loaned,  there  should  be  an  accounting  in  order 
to  determine  who  are  the  members  and  what 
proportion  of  the  amount  loaned  the  members 
other  than  himself  must  pay.  Meyer  v.  Lip- 
ski,  8  Ohio  8.  ft  C.  P.  Dec.  584,  7  Ohio  N.  P. 
366. 

In  Georgia  it  has  been  held  that  the  members 
of  an  unincorporated  religious  society  are  lia- 
ble on  its  contracts  as  Joint  promisors  or 
partners.  Thurmond  v.  Cedar  Spring  Baptist 
Church,  110  Ga.  816,  86  S.  B.  221. 
'  And  In  another  Georgia  case, — Wtikins  v.  fit. 
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Park  Methodist  Episcopal  Church,  or  is  in 
any  way  responsible  for  the  debts  of  such 
church.  They  deny  all  allegations  of  fraud. 
It  is  also  alleged  that  the  organization 
known  as  the  Prospect  Park  Church  became 
indebted  beyond  its  ability  to  pay,  and  its 
church  property,  which  is  the  property  now 
owned  by  the  defendants,  was  sold  under 
foreclosure  of  mortgage,  and  the  title 
wholly  lost;  that  in  such  condition  it  was 
impossible  to  obtain  contributions  for  the 
support  of  the  society,  or  to  purchase  or 
erect  p^  new  building,  and  the  corporation 
and  society  were  disbanded.  Under  these 
circumstances  it  is  said  the  North  Des 
Moines  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  was 
organized,  and  an  incorporation  effected  as 
a  new  and  independent  body  having  no  con- 
nection with  or  responsibility  for  the  debts 
of  the  old  organization. 

From  this  outline  of  the  issues  it  will  be 
readily  seen  that  the  one  question  to  be 
considered  is  whether  the  reorganized  North 
Des  Moines  Church  is  a  mere  continuation 
of  the  old  corporation  under  a  new  name,  or 
is  a  new  corporation,  which  is  under  no 
legal  liability  for  the  debts  of  its  predeces- 
sor. That  the  members,  or  some  of  the  mem. 
bers,  of  an  insolvent  or  dormant  corpora- 
tion may  organize  a  new  corporation  for  the 
promotion  of  the  same  purposes  to  which 
the  old  one  .is  dedicated  without  becoming 
chargeable  with  its  debts  or  obligations  is 
too  well  settled  for  dispute.  On  the  other 
hand,  it  is  equally  well  settled  that  the 
mere  change  in  the  name  of  a  corporation 
has  no  effect  upon  its  legal  status,  or  upon 
the  rights  of  creditors.  Among  corporations 
organized  for  business  purposes  it  has  been, 
and  still  is,  a  matter  of  most  frequent  oc- 
currence that  in  the 'initial  struggle  for  ex- 
istence they  become  hopelessly  insolvent. 
Under  such  circumstances,  the  organization 
of  a  new  corporation  to  build,  if  possible,  a 
successful  business  on  the  ruins  of  the  old  is 
entirely  legitimate,  whether  considered  as  a 


proposition  of  law  or  of  morals.  The  fact 
that  the  new  organization  embraces  the  old 
membership  is  immaterial,  and  in  itself  af- 
fords no  reason  why  it  should  be  held  liable 
for  the  debts  of  the  old  corporation.  True, 
the  courts  will  watch  such  reorganization 
with  care,  that  no  fraud  be  accomplished, 
and  to  that  end  will  insist  that  there  shall 
be  a  bona  fide  intention  to  make  a  new  and 
independent  organization,  apd  that  it  shall 
not  take  over,  absorb,  or  convert  to  its  use, 
the  property  or  aasets  of  the  old  corporation 
to  the  prejudice  of  its  creditors.  There 
must  be  something  more  than  a  mere  succes- 
sion in  business  to  charge  the  successor  with 
the  debts  or  delinquencies  of  the  party  suc- 
ceeded. Hopper  V.  Moore,  42  Iowa,  563; 
Wyman  v.  HallotDell  d  A.  Bank,  14  Mass. 
58,  7  Am.  Deo.  194;  National  Foundry  d 
Pipe  Works  v.  Oconto  City  Water  Supply 
Co,  105  Wis.  48,  81  N.  W.  125;  Memphie 
Water  Co.  v.  Magena,  15  Lea,  37;  Tewas 
State  Fair  d  D.  Exposition  Asmo.  v. 
Caruthera,  8  Tex.  Civ.  App.  474,  29  S.  W. 
48.  The  legal  identity  of  the  new  corpora- 
tion with  the  old  ordinarily  depends  upon 
the  intention  of  the  incorporators.  1 
Thomp.  Corp.  266;  Miller  v.  English,  21  N. 
J.  L.  317;  First  Soc.  of  M.  E.  Church  v. 
Broumell,  6  Hun,  464;  2  Morawetz,  Priv. 
Corp.  §  812. 

There  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  present  case 
that  the  incorporators  of  the  North  Des 
Moines  Church  intended  to  create  a  new  and 
independent  organization,  which  should  not 
be  chargeable  with  the  debts  of  the  Prospect 
Park  Church.  Their  legal  right  to  perfect 
such  an  organization  is  also  clear.  If,  then, 
their  organization  was  ji  regular  statutory 
form,  and  no  fraud  was  practised  upon  the 
plaintiff  as  a  creditor  of  the  old  corporation, 
the  conclusion  of  the  trial  court  must  be  up- 
held as  correct.  No  question  has  been  rVtised 
as  to  the  formal  or  statutory  sufficiency  of 
the  methods  pursued,  and  we  shall  therefore 
confine  our  inquiry  to  the  question  of  fraud. 


Mark's  Church,  52  Ga.  851, — where  it  was  held 
that  a  salt  against  an  unincorporated  religious 
association  could  not  be  maintained,  the  court 
said  that,  had  all  its  members  been  served,  they 
might  have  been  charged  as  Joint  promisors  or 
partners. 

RisunU. 
It  would  seem  that  the  liability  of  a  memt>er 
of  a  religious  association  for  its  debts  should 
be  the  same  as  that  of  a  member  of  any  other 
corporation  or  association,  and  the  majority  of 
the  decisions,  which  are  not  numerous,  are  de- 
cided on  this  theory.  If  the  society  is  incorpo- 
rated, the  members  cannot  be  held  liable  indi- 
vidually. If  it  is  not  incorporated,  the  general 
rule  is  that  the  members  can  be  held  liable  only 
when  they  have  in  some  way  been  instrumental 
in  creating  the  debt,  or  have  ratified  it  after- 
ward. In  Georgia,  however,  the  rule  seems  to 
be  different,  as  It  is  there  held  that  the  mem- 
00  L.  R.  A. 


bers  of  an  unincorporated  religious  society  are 
liable  on  Its  contracts  as  Joint  promisors  or 
partners.  But  it  has  been  frequently  declared 
by  the  courts  that  a  partnership  is  an  associ- 
ation of  persons  formed  to  carry  out  some  un- 
dertaking from  which  it  is  expected  to  make  a 
profit,  and  that  any  association  from  which  the 
element  of  profit  is  absent  cannot  be  consid- 
ered a  partnership. 

In  some  of  the  New  England  states,  also,  the 
members  of  a  religious  society  have  been  held 
liable  for  its  debts,  but  this  liability  is  the  re- 
sult of  the  peculiar  character  of  such  associ- 
ations, and  the  peculiar  relation  of  the  members 
to  them,  as  shown  in  division  II.  The  early 
cases  that  declare  this  liability  are  now  of 
but  little  value,  aside  from  their  historical  In- 
terest, since,  with  the  passing  of  the  parish 
system,  the  reason  for  holding  Individual  mem- 
bers liable  also  passed  away^,.^  F.  H.  L. 
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The  Prospect  Park  Church  was  organized 
and  incorporated  in  the  year  1887|  and  ob- 
tained title  to  the  tract  of  land  mentioned 
in  the  pleadings.  Encouraged  by  persons  in- 
terested in  the  values  of  residence  property 
in  that  neighborhood,  and  relying  upon  sub- 
scriptions and  promises  which  eventually 
proved  valueless,  it  erected  a  church  build- 
ing out  of  proportion  to  its  financial  ability, 
and  incurred  expenses  beyond  its  power  to 
meet.  The  property  was  heavily  mortgaged, 
and  this  burden,  with  others  incident  to  the 
mismanagement  or  misfortune  attending  the 
first  years  of  the  society's  existence,  proved 
too  great  to  be  removed  or  successfully  car- 
ried. In  the  year  1899  the  mortgage  was 
foreclosed  for  something  more  than  $6,000, 
and,  the  property  having  been  sold,  and  not 
redeemed,  the  purchaser  took  a  sheriff's 
deed.  The  record  discloses  no  fact  or  cir- 
cumstance indicating  that  the  foreclosure 
was  a  collusive  transaction,  or  that  the  cor- 
poration had  any  agreement,  express  or 
implied,  with  the  mortgagee,  for  the  repur- 
chase of  the  property.  The  loss  of  .the  title 
left  the  society  wholly  without  assets.  Cor- 
porations of  this  character  issue  no  stock, 
and  are  wholly  without  power  or  authority 
to  levy  assessments  upon,  or  enforce  contri- 
butions from,  their  members.  As  is  quite 
sure  to  be  the  case  in  organizations  which 
depend  solely  upon  voluntary  good-will  of- 
ferings for  income  and  support,  an  excessive 
indebtedness  proved  an  insurmountable  ob- 
stacle to  prosperity  and  growth.  At  the  end 
of  some  thirteen  years'  effort,  the  society 
found  itself  vrithout  a  church  building,  and 
without  means  or  ability  to  obtain  another, 
or  to  pay  its  outstanding  obligations.  Its 
assets  had  been  wholly  eliminated.  It  had 
neither  property,  money,  nor  franchises 
which  creditors  ooold  subject  to  their 
daims.  There  is  nothing  to  indicate  that 
its  members  had  not  contributed  to  the  full 
extent  of  their  ability  and  duty  under  the 
circumstances.  Its  corporate  organization 
even  had  ceased  to  be  available  for  the 
mmety'B  future  needs,  because  the  existence 
of  its  indebtedness  and  the  discredit  attach- 
ing to  its  failures  in  the  past  were  quite 
sure  to  paralyze  every  effort  to  enlist  the 
help,  support,  and  sympathy  which  were  es- 
sential to  success.  Under  this  stress,  it  was 
determined  to  disband  the  old  organization, 
and  from  its  membership,  with  such  others 
as  could  be  induced  to  co-operate,  endeavor 
to  create  a  new  one.  This  was  done.  The 
new  organization  was  made  up  largely  from 
the  old  members,  but  with  a  new  list  of  of- 
ficials, and  incorporated  as  the  North  Des 
Moines  Methodist  Episcopal  Church.  The 
owner  of  the  church  property  under  the 
sheriff's  deed,  finding  it  no  doubt  an  un- 
desirable and  profitless  asset,  consented  to 


sell  it  for  less  than  one  half  the  mortgage 
debt  for  which  it  had  been  sold,  and  the  new 
corporation  purchased  it,  and  now  holds  the 
title.  It  is  against  this  property  that  the 
plaintiff  now  seeks  to  enforce  her  judgment. 
In  none  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  do 
we  discover  anything  on  which  a  charge  of 
fraud  may  be  justly  predicated.  It  is  true, 
we  have  said  the  new  church  is  principally 
made  up  from  the  membership  of  the  old; 
that  it  is  affiliated  with  the  same  confer- 
ence, acknowledges  the  same  ecclesiastical 
authority,  professes  the  same  faith,  occupies 
the  same  locality,  and  pursues  the  same  gen- 
eral policy;  but  these  do  not  constitute  cor- 
porate identity.  Had  the  North  Des  Moines 
Church  taken  over  any  property  or  valuable 
thing  which  the  plaintiff  was  entitled  in 
law  or  equity  to  subject  to  her  claim,  a 
different  question  would  arise.  But  even 
then  her  remedy  would  be  confined  to  a  sub- 
jection of  such  property  to  the  payment  of 
her  judgment.  In  other  words,  the  new  cor- 
poration would  not  ordinarily  be  chargeable 
as  her  debtor,  but  as  a  trustee,  liable  to  ac- 
count for  such  assets  of  the  old  corporation 
as  it  may  have  received.  2  Morawetz,  Priv. 
Corp.  §  811;  Marshall  v.  Western  North 
Carolina  R,  Co,  92  N.  C.  322;  Bruffett  v. 
Great  Western  R,  Co,  26  111.  353;  Donnally 
V.  Hearndon,  41  W.  Va.  619,  23  S.  E.  646; 
1  Thomp.  Corp.  §  263.  Plaintiff  is  not  the 
creditor  of  the  members.  She  has  not,  and 
never  has  had,  a  right  of  action  against 
them  as  such.  The  only  duty  owed  to  her 
by  the  individual  members  was  the  moral 
duty  to  use  all  reasonable  effort  by  their 
own  contributions,  and  by  such  assistance  as 
might  properly  be  obtained  from  others,  to 
maintain  the  solvency  of  the  corporation. 
There  is  nothing  before  us  to  show  that  this 
full  measure  of  duty  was  not  performed, 
while  the  proved  fact  that  the  church  strug- 
gled with  its  difficulties  for  so  many  years 
before  surrendering  to  the  inevitable  affords 
some  presumption  that  its  members  were 
not  unmindful  of  their  obligations. 

It  is  suggested  in  argument  that  some  few 
articles  of  furniture  and  miscellaneous  sup- 
plies belonging  to  the  old  church  went  into 
the  possession  of  the  appellee.  It  is  true  the 
evidence  indicates  that  a  portable  organ, 
which  was  placed  in  the  church  before  the 
foreclosure,  has  remained  there,  and  that 
the  pastor  makes  use  of  the  original  mem- 
bership roll.  As  to  the  first  item,  we  can 
only  say  that,  if  such  property  was  liable 
to  seizure  and  sale  upon  the  plaintiff's  judg- 
ment, it  may  still  be  reached  in  the  hands 
of  the  appellee ;  but  no  such  relief  is  sought 
in  this  proceeding.  Of  the  other  matter,  it 
may  be  said  that  the  pastor  is  not  an  officer 
of  the  corporation,  and  it  is  not  bound  by 
his  act  in  the  premises.     Moreover,  it  ap- 
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pears  that  under  the  rules  and  regulations 
of  the  church  a  formal  dismissal  of  its  mem- 
bers from  the  old  organization  and  reception 
into  the  new  one  were  not  essential  to  a 
transfer  of  membership,  and  imder  such  cir- 
cumstances the  retention  and  use  of  the 
roster  is  without  special  significance. 

Counsel  argue  with  much  earnestness  that 
the  new  corporation,  being  devoted  to  the 
same  purposes  and  to  the  same  faith  as  the 
first  one,  should  be  held  to  be  the  same  le- 
gal entity  under  another  name,  and  bound 
by  law  as  well  as  by  the  principles  of  com- 
mon honesty  to  pay  the  debts  of  its  pred- 
ecessor. They  further  say  that,  "if  a  new 
organization  had  been  'effected  for  the  pur- 
pose of  maintaining  the  doctrines  of  the 
Baptist  or  any  other  church,  and  the  mem- 
bership had  allied  themselves  with  it,  we 
should  have  an  entirely  different  proposi- 
tion." If,  in  fact,  the  membership  were 
legally  or  morally  bound  to  the  plaintiff  for 
the  payment  of  this  debt,  it  is  not  easy  to 
imder stand  just  how  a  change  of  de- 
nominational lines  or  a  merger  into  the 
"Baptist  or  any  other  church"  would  serve 
to  cancel  the  obligation.  Men  and  women 
cannot  rid  themselves  of  a  debt  in  law  or 
in  honor  by  a  change  of  church  relations. 
Were  we  to  announce  otherwise,  the  title 
of  interchurch  migration  might  soon  reach 
embarrassing  proportions.  But  the  truth  is 
that  no  such  obligation  as  counsel  contends 
for  exists.  As  already  suggested,  the  mem- 
ber of  the  church  is  never  imder  any  legal 
obligation  for  the  payment  of  its  corporate 
debts,  and  his  only  moral  obligation  is  to 
contribute  of  his  means  and  of  his  influence 
to  the  extent  of  his  ability  to  meet  the  just 
demands  upon  that  organization  so  long  as 
he  is  a  member  of  it.  \Vlien  he  has  done  all 
which  his  own  enlightened  conscience  indi- 
cates to  be  his  duty,  or  when,  for  any  rea- 
son which  satisfies  himself,  he  ceases  to  be 
a  member  and  refuses  further  assistance, 
neither  court,  creditor,  nor  counsel  is  en- 
titled to  arraign  him  as  a  recreant.  He  who 
gives  credit  to  a  church  organization  knows 
that  the  only  source  to  which  he  is  entitled 
to  look  for  payment  is  the  property  or  as- 
sets of  which  the  corporation  is  owner,  and 
to  the  voluntary  offerings  or  gifts  of  the 
members  and  friends  who  may  be  moved  or 
persuaded  to  contribute  to  that  purpose.  If 
the  people,  for  any  reason,  will  not  contrib- 
ute to  meet  his  demand,  but  will  help  build 
up  another  organization,  he  suffers  no  legal 
wrong.  In  this  instance  the  church  property 
had  been  lost.  The  membership  was  under 
no  obligation  to  purchase  it  simply  to  see 
it  sold  on  the  plaintiff's  judgment.  They 
could  have  abandoned  all  further  effort  to 
maintain  a  church  organization  of  any  kind 
without  incurring  any  liability  or  exposing 
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themselves  to  any  just  demand  on  part  of 
plaintiff, —  a  result  which  doubtless  would 
have  followed  if  the  organization  of  a  new 
church,  liable  for  no  obligations  except  thooj 
of  its  own  making,  were  not  allowable. 

In  short,  our  conclusion  is  that  the  intent 
to  form  a  new  corporation  is  clearly  shown, 
that  in  carrying  such  intent  into  execution 
no  fraud  was  committed,  and  that  plaintiff's 
bill  was  therefore  properly  dismissed. 

After  the  introduction  of  evidence  in  the 
court  below,  the  plaintiff  asked  for  and  was 
refused  leave  to  file  an  amendment  to  her 
petition  seeking  relief  on  the  ground  that 
the  old  corporation  was  a  mere  trustee  for 
the  benefit  of  the  membership,  and  that  the 
new  corporation  was  but  the  successor  in 
the  same  trust.  Counsel  have  argued  this 
proposition,  but  we  think  th&  issues  are  not 
broad  enough  to  cover  it,  nor  does  it  seem 
to  have  been  tried  or  passed  upon  by  the 
district  court.  The  granting  of  leave  to 
amend  at  that  stage  of  the  case,  setting  up 
a  new  and  distinct  issue,  wa^  addressed  to 
the  discretion  of  the  court,  and  the  refusal 
of  the  request  is  not  an  error  requiring  a 
reversal. 

The  conclusion  of  the  District  Court  upon 
the  merits  is  right,  and  is  affirmed. 


C.  E.  KLEIS 

V, 

James  McGRATH  and  Wife. 
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1.  Givlnar  a  note  for  Interest  upon  m 
larger  note  already  barred  by  tbe 
statute  of  limitations,  which  does  not 
mention  or  In  any  way  refer  to  the  earlier 
note,  does  not  revive  It  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  causes  of  action  founded  on  con- 
tract are  revived  by  an  admission  in  writing, 
signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged,  that  the 
debt  Is  unpaid,  or  by  a  like  new  promise  to 
pay  the  same. 

2.  A  npte  yrtven  for  Interest  on  another 
note  wlilcb  is  secured  by  ntortaraare 
is  itiielC  so  necured,  and  the  mortgage 
may  be  foreclosed  to  satisfy  It,  although  the 
prior  note  is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions. 

3.  A  note  for  principal,  and  one  for  In- 
terest, signed  by  the  same  maker  and  se- 
cured by  the  same  mortgage,  may  be  enforced 
m  one  action. 

(May  6,  1005.) 


NOTB. — As  to  what  acknowledgment  of  debt, 
or  promise  to  pay,  is  sufBcient  to  remove  bar  of 
statute  of  limitations,  see  also,  in  this  series, 
note  to  Opp  V.  Wack.  5  L.  R.  A.  743;  and  the 
later  cases  of  Erueger  v.  Krueger,  7  L.  R.  A. 
72:  Kerper  v.  Wood.  15  U  R.  A.  6."ifi :  Bralth- 
waite  V.  Harvey,  27  L..R.  A.  101;  Slaughter's 
Succession,  58  L.  R.  A.  408 ;  and  cases  Ln  note 
to  Trimble  v.  Rudy,  63  L.  R.  A.  323. 
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/^  ROSS- APPEALS  from  a  judgment  of  the 
\j  IMstrict  Court  for  Dubuque  County  ren- 
dered in  an  action  brought  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  securing  payment  of  certain  prom- 
iseory  notes;  plaintiff  appealing  from  so 
much  as  refused  to  hold  that  the  principal 
note  was  revived  by  a  note  given  for  inter- 
est, and  defendants  appealing  from  so  much 
as  permitted  a  foreclosure  to  satisfy  the  in- 
terest note.     Afflrmed  on  both  appeals. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Hnrd,  Iteneliaii,  Sc  Kiesel,  for 
plaintiff : 

The  giving  of  a  note  to  secure  the  pay- 
ment of  interest  accrued  on  a  note  previ- 
ously given  is  a  sufficient  acknowledgment 
of  the  existence  of  continued  indebtedness 
upon  the  latter. 

Angell,  Limitations  of  Actions,  5th  ed. 
p.  251 ;  Wood,  Limitation  of  Actions,  2d  ed. 
pp.  271,  272,  301,  302;  19  Am.  ft  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  327,  and  notes;  Lyman  v. 
Warner,  51  C.  C.  A.  73,  113  Fed.  87; 
Kelly  ▼.  Leaohman,  3  Idaho,  629,  33  Pac. 
44;  Praeht  v.  McNee,  40  Kan.  1,  18  Pac. 
925. 

It  was  competent  to  establish  by  parol 
testimony  the  identity  of  the  sum  embodied 
in  the  note  given  for  interest  with  the  in- 
terest due  upon  the  pre-existing  debt,  and 
that  it  was  given  for  that  debt. 

Kelly  y.  Leachman,  3  Idaho,  629,  33  Pac. 
44;  Harrison  v.  Dayries,  23  La.  Ann.  216; 
TUden  ▼.  Morrison,  33  La.  Ann.  1068; 
Kincaid  ▼.  Archibald,  73  N.  Y.  189;  Miller 
V.  Beardsley,  81  Iowa,  720,  45  N.  W.  756; 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Woodman,  93  Iowa,  668, 
57  Am.  St.  Rep.  287,  62  N.  W.  28;  McCon- 
aughy  ▼.  Wilsey,  115  Iowa,  589,  88  K.  W. 
1101;  Campbell  v.  Campbell,  118  Iowa,  132, 
91  N.  W.  894. 

There  was  no  misjoinder  of  parties  or 
causes  of  action. 

The  mortgage  securing  the  original  note 
was  not  the  cause  of  action.  The  mort- 
gage was  a  mere  incident  of  the  debt. 

Crow  ▼.  Voifce,  4  Iowa,  434;  Vander- 
eook  Y.  Baker,  48  Iowa,  199. 

The  mortgage  given  to  secure  the  original 
note  became  security  for  the  second  note 
as  part  of  the  indebtedness. 

Port  ▼.  Robbins,  36  Iowa,  208;  Fetes  v. 
O'Laughlin,  62  Iowa,  532,  17  N.  W.  764;  Cook 
V.  Gilchrist,  82  Iowa,  277,  48  N.  W.  84. 

Messrs.  MeOarthyy  Kenline,  Sc  Roe- 
dell,  for  defendants: 

The  second  note  is  insufficient  to  consti- 
tute a  revivor  of  the  first  one. 

Chambers  ▼.  Garland,  3  G.  Greene,  322; 
Parsons  v.  Carey,  28  Iowa,  431;  Oakson  v. 
Beach,  36  Iowa,  171;  Carpenter  v.  District 
Ticp.  58  Iowa,  335,  12  N.  W.  280;  Bale  v. 
Wilson,  70  Iowa,  311,  30  N.  W.  739;  Law- 
rtnee  v.  Baker,  44  Hun,  582 ;  Davidson  v. ' 
60  L.  R.  A. 


Harrisson,  33  Miss.  41;  Stout  v.  Marshall, 
75  Iowa,  498,  39  N.  W.  808;  StetC^rt  v. 
McFarland,  84  Iowa,  55,  50  N.  W.  221; 
Nelson  v.  Hanson,  92  Iowa,  359,  54  Am.  St. 
Rep.  568,  60  N.  W.  655 ;  Porter  v.  Chicago, 
I.  d  D.  R.  Co.  99  Iowa,  357,  68  N.  W.  724. 

A  statement  in  writing  by  a  debtor  that 
there  is  a  specific  amount  due  is  not  such 
an  admission  or  acknowledgment  of  the 
balance  of  the  daim  over  such  amount  as 
will  take  it  out  of  the  statute. 

Porter  v.  Chicago,  I.  d  D.  R.  Co.  99  Iowa, 
357,  68  N.  W.  724;  Hale  v.  Wilson,  70  Iowa, 
311,  30  N.  W.  739. 

Weaver,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  petition,  which  was  filed  December  9, 
1903,  declares  upon  two  promissory  notes, 
and  seeks  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage, 
and  is  stated  in  two  counts.  In  the  first 
count  it  is  alleged  that  on  June  29,  1888, 
the  defendant  James  McGrath  made  and  de- 
livered to  plaintiff's  assignor  his  promis- 
sory note  for  $2,250,  payable  five  years  after 
date,  with  interest  at  7  per  cent  per  annum, 
which  note  is  now  owned  by  the  plaintiff, 
and  is  due  and  unpaid.  In  the  same  count 
plaintiff  further  alleges  that  on  June  30, 
1902,  the  defendant  James  McGrath  made 
and  delivered  to  plaintiff  another  promis- 
sory note  in  writing  for  $28.75»  which  note, 
it  is  further  alleged,  was  given  for  interest 
accrued  on  the  note  first  described,  and  the 
instrument  is  set  out  in  said  first  count 
for  the  purpose  of  showing  an  admission  in 
writing  that  the  principal  debt  was  then  un- 
paid, thus  avoiding  the  plea  of  the  statute 
of  limitations  thereon.  The  second  count 
declares  solely  upon  the  note  of  $28.75, 
above  mentioned.  Judgment  is  asked  for 
the  impaid  balance  on  both  notes,  and  fore- 
closure is  prayed  of  a  mortgage  alleged  to 
have  been  given  by  James  McGrath  and 
his  wife,  Ann  McGrath,  at  the  date  of  the 
first  note,  to  secure  its  payment.  The  de- 
fendants demurred  to  each  count  of  the  pe- 
tition on  the  ground  that  the  allegations 
thereof  show  the  debt  sued  upon  to  be 
barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations,  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  the  pleading  shows 
a  mis  joiner  of  causes  of  action  and  of  par- 
ties, and  because  the  two  counts  are  incon- 
sistent and  contradictory.  The  district 
court  sustained  the  demurrer  to  the  first 
count  of  the  petition,  and  overruled  it  as 
to  the  second  count.  Both  parties  having 
elected  to  stand  upon  the  record  thus  made 
without  further  pleading,  the  court  dis- 
missed plaintiff's  action  upon  the  first-men- 
tioned promissory  note,  and  entered  judg- 
ment in  his  favor  for  the  amount  of  the 
smaller  note  and  for  a  foreclosure  of  the 
mortgage.     Both    parties    appeal^    but    the 
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plaintiff,  being  first  to  serve  notice,  tHII  be 
herein  denominated  the  appellant. 

The  one  question  presented  is  whether  the 
making  and  delivering  of  the  second  note, 
when  aided  by  parol  evidence  that  it  was 
given  for  unpaid  interest  on  the  first  note, 
is  such  a  written  admission  of  the  debt  evi- 
denced by  the  latter  as  will  operate  to  re- 
vive the  right  of  action  thereon  and  prevent 
the  interposition  of  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions. The  suit  was  confessedly  begun  more 
than  ten  years  after  a  right  of  action  had 
accrued  upon  the  first  note,  and  it  is  there- 
fore barred  imless  we  give  the  second  note 
the  effect  claimed  for  it  by  the  appellant. 
Code,  §  3456,  reads  as  follows:  "Causes  of 
action  founded  on  contract  are  revived  by 
an  admission  in  writing  signed  by  the  party 
to  be  charged,  that  the  debt  is  unpaid,  or  by 
a  like  new  promise  to  pay  the  same."  It  is 
manifest  that  the  note  for  $28.76  described 
in  the  petition  is  not  a  promise  in  writing, 
signed  by  the  defendant,  to  pay  the  note  for 
$2,2*50.  Can  it  be  construed  as  a  written 
admission  of  the  continued  existence  of  the 
debt  represented  by  the  larger  note?  Coun- 
sel for  appellant  have  called  our  attention 
to  several  cases  decided  in  other  states 
which  give  some  color  of  support  to  their 
contention  that  this  question  must  be  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  There  is  a  wide 
variance,  however,  among  the  courts  of  the 
several  states  in  the  strictness  with  which 
statutes  as  to  the  revivor  of  causes  of  ac- 
tion by  written  promises  or  acknowledg- 
ments are  interpreted  and  applied.  Some 
cases,  especially  those  of  an  earlier  date, 
seem  to  proceed  upon  the  theory  that  the 
defense  of  the  statute  of  limitations  is  not 
meritorious  and  that  all  doubts  are  to  be 
solved  in  favor  of  the  creditor;  others  have 
adopted  the  view  that  the  statute  is  one  of 
repose,  and  that  the  cause  of  action,  once 
barred,  ought  not  to  be  revived  unless  the 
plaintiff  bring  this  case  within  the  letter 
and  spirit  of  the  provisions  permitting  such 
revivor.  Moreover,  the  statutes  of  the 
states  creating  a  time  limit  upon  the  right 
to  sue,  and  providing  for  the  revival  under 
some  circumstances  of  a  right  once  barred, 
are  by  no  means  uniform,  and  the  decisions 
based  thereon  are  ordinarily  without  deci- 
sive value  as  authority  outside  of  the  juris- 
diction in  which  they  have  been  announced. 
Referring  to  this  statute,  this  court  has  al- 
ready said:  "We  have  found  no  statute  like 
ours,  and  the  cases  in  other  states  there- 
fore give  but  little  aid."  Parsons  v.  Carey, 
28  Iowa,  436.  The  prevailing  tendency  seems 
to  be  to  permit  a  revivor  by  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  debt  only  where  the  writing  re- 
lied upon  is  clear,  explicit,  and  unequivocal 
in  its  terms.  Says  the  Supreme  Court  of 
the  Unit<Kl  States:  "If  there  be  no  express 
69  L.  R.  A. 


promise,  but  a  promise  is  to  be  raised  by 
implication  of  law  from  the  acknowledgment 
of  the  party,  such  acknowledgment  ought 
to  contain  an  unqualified  and  direct  admis- 
sion of  a  previous  subsisting  debt  which 
the  party  is  liable  and  willing  to  pay. 
.  .  .  Any  other  course  would  open  all  the 
mischiefs  against  which  the  statute  was  in- 
tended to  guard  innocent  persons,  and  expose 
them  to  dangers  of  being  entrapped  in  care- 
less conversations  and  betrayed  by  per- 
juries." See  also  Bell  v.  Morrison,  1  Pet. 
362,  7  L.  ed.  179;  Smith  v.  Fly,  24  Tex.  353, 
76  Am.  Dec.  109;  Shepherd  v.  Thompson, 
122  U.  S.  236,  30  L.  ed.  1157,  7  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1229;  Kensington  Bank  ▼.  Patton,  14 
Pa.  481,  53  Am.  Dec.  564;  Macrum  v.  Mar- 
shall, 129  Pa.  606,  15  Am.  St.  Rep.  730;  18 
Atl.  640;  Pierce  v.  Mernll,  128  Cal.  473,  79 
Am.  St.  Rep.  63,  61  Pac.  67.  It  is  an  accept- 
ed doctrine  that  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
existence  of  a  debt  is  allowed  to  remove  the 
bar  of  the  statute,  because  such  acknowledge 
ment  or  admission  carries  with  it  an  im- 
plied promise  to  pay.  For  that  reason  the 
acknowledgment  must  be  express,  clear,  and 
direct,  for  it  will  not  do  to  infer  or  imply 
the  acknowledgment,  and  therefrom  imply 
the  promise  to  pay;  thus  piling  implication 
upon  implication.  But  this  is  just  what 
must  be  done  in  order  to  sustain  the  posi- 
tion taken  by  the  appellant.  Moreover,  the 
implication  which  he  asks  the  court  to  in- 
dulge in  cannot  be  drawn  from  the  writing 
alone,  but  from  the  writing  and  other  al- 
leged facts  which  he  proposes  to  establish 
by  parol.  The  note  itself  contains  not  a 
word  or  suggestion  recognizing  the  exist- 
ence of  any  other  obligation  from  the  maker 
to  the  payee,  and  this  gap  it  is  proposed  to 
bridge  by  parol  proof  that  the  consideration 
of  the  written  promise  was  interest  earned 
or  accrued  on  the  debt  represented  by  the 
other  note.  But  when  all  this  has  been 
done  the  acknowledgment  relied  upon  is  still 
a  matter  of  implication,  and  is  in  no  sense 
of  the  word  an  acknowledgment  in  writing 
of  the  existence  of  any  debt  save  the  sum 
of  $28.75,  which  he  promises  to  pay.  If  the 
defendant,  in  addition  to  his  written  prom- 
ise to  pay  said  sum,  had  added  thereto 
by  way  of  explanation  the  words  "interest 
on  my  note  now  held  by  said  payee,"  this 
would  have  been  an  acknowledgment  that 
appellant  held  an  unpaid  note  against  him, 
and  parol  testimony  would  have  been  com- 
petent to  point  out  and  identify  the  note 
to  which  reference  was  made.  Penley  v. 
Waterhouse,  3  Iowa,  418.  By  so  doing  we 
simply  identify  the  subject-matter  to  which 
the  acknowledgement  or  promise  applied. 
We  add  nothing  whatever  to  enlarge  or  ex- 
tend the  clear  meaning  and  import  of  the 
writing  which  the  defendant  has  subscribed. 
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But,  as  we  have  already  noted,  the  writing 
before  us  in  this  case  is  a  simple,  unequiv- 
ocal promise  to  pay  to  the  plaintiff  the 
sum  of  money  therein  mentioned.  There 
is  no  ambiguity  or  uncertainty  requiring  the 
aid  of  parol  testimony  for  an  explanation 
of  the  defendant's  meaning  or  to  identify 
the  subject-matter  of  his  promise.  Such 
being  the  case,  if  we  open  the  door  for  parol 
proof  of  facts  and  circumstances  in  no 
manner  suggested  by  the  writing,  and  from 
such  facts  and  circumstances  find  an  implied 
acknowledgment  of  an  existing  indebtedness 
upon  another  and  different  instrument,  we 
shall,  in  effect,  by  judicial  construction 
abolish  the  statute  by  which  there  can  be 
no  revivor  of  a  demand  against  which  the 
limitation  has  run  except  by  a  written 
promise  or  acknowledgment  subscribed  by 
the  party  to  be  charged. 

None  of  the  cases  cited  by  the  appellant 
from  this  court  go  farther  in  recognizing 
the  competency  of  parol  testimony  than  we 
have  above  indicated.  In  Miller  v.  Beards- 
ley,  81  Iowa,  720,  45  N.  W.  756,  the  defend- 
ant wrote  to  the  plaintiff  stating  that  he 
had  paid  plaintiff's  agent  the  interest  on 
$9,000,  referred  to  interest  not  yet  due  and 
to  a  note  or  notes  which  he  **had  not  yet 
paid."  In  McConaughy  v.  Wilsey,  115 
Iowa,  589,  88  N.  W.  1101,  the  defendant 
wrote,  making  expres^;  reference  to  a  note, 
and  promising  to  "try  and  pay  it  this  fall." 
The  acknowledgment  relied  upon  in  Camp- 
bell ▼.  Campbell,  118  Iowa,  131,  91  N.  W. 
894,  was  contained  in  a  letter  containing  a 
remittance,  of  which  the  writer  says,  "I 
think  it  pays  the  interest  on  my  note  to 
February,  1892,"  a  date  then  in  the  future. 
In  First  Nat,  Bank  v.  Woodman,  93  Iowa, 
671,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  287,  62  N.  W.  28,  the 
writing  was  also  contained  in  letters  remit- 
ting money  to  "pay  interest  on  notes,"  and 
other  letters  stating  that  the  writer  hoped 
to  be  "able  soon  to  pay  the  interest,  .  . .  and, 
...  if  possible,  to  pay  the  principal."  In 
each  of  these  cases  it  will  be  readily  seen 
there  is  a  clear  and  express  reference  by  the 
defendant,  in  writing,  to  the  existence  of  an 
unpaid  indebtedness,  the  obligation  of 
which  is  acknowledged  by  him;  and  in  each 
case  parol  evidence  was  held  admissible  to 
identify  the  particular  note  or  other  form 
of  indebtedness  thus  acknowledged.  Be- 
yond this  well-established  rule,  we  have 
never  gone«  nor  can  we  do  so  without  dis- 
regarding the  statute.  In  Wise  v.  Adair, 
50  Iowa,  104^  we  said,  with  reference  to  an 
alleged  written  acknowledgment:  "We 
should  not  extend  the  defendant's  liability 
beyond  what  he  admitted  in  writing."  In 
other  words,  it  is  not  competent  to  add  b^ 
parol  anything  or  any  amount  to  the  liabil- 
ity there  admitted.  In  Nelson  v.  Hanson, 
€9  L.  R.  A. 


92  Iowa,  366,  54  Am.  St.  Rep.  568,  60  N.  W. 
655,  we  reviewed  our  earlier  cases  permit- 
ting the  identification  of  the  debt  by  parol 
evidence,  and  said:  "But  in  all  these  casd5i 
the  language  used  by  the  debtor  was  an  un- 
qualified admission  of  indebtedness  either 
in  words  or  in  legal  effect."  The  position  of 
this  court  is  also  clearly  indicated  in  First 
Nat,  Bank  v.  Woodman,  93  Iowa,  671,  57 
Am.  St.  Rep.  287,  62  N.  W.  28,  where,  refer- 
ring to  language  contained  in  certain  writ- 
ing or  letters  as  an  acknowledgment  of  the 
debt,  we  said:  "While  the  letters  relied  on 
as  containing  the  requisite  admissions  and 
promises  to  revive  the  cause  of  action  are 
mostly  those  of  remittances,  it  is  not  the 
fact  of  payment  that  is  relied  on,  but  the 
statements  in  the  letters  signed  by  the  par- 
ty." See  also  Stout  v.  Marshall,  75  Iowa, 
498,  39  N.  W.  808;  Hale  v.  Wilson,  70 
Iowa,  312,  30  N.  W.  739.  As  bearing  to 
some  extent  upon  the  same  general  propo- 
sition here  discussed,  see  also,  Lehman  v. 
Mahier,  34  La.  Ann.  319;  Trainer  v.  Sey- 
mour, 10  Tex.  Civ.  App.  674,  32  S.  W.  154; 
Boothby  v.  Bennett,  73  Me.  117;  Eckford  V. 
Evans,  56  Miss.  18;  Wells  v.  Hill,  118  N.  C. 
900,  24  S.  E.  771;  Canton  Female  Academy 
V.  Oilman,  55  Miss.  148;  Oartrell  v.  Linn, 
79  Ga.  700,  4  S.  E.  918;  Leonard  v.  Hugh- 
lett,  41  Md.  380;  Davis  v.  Davis,  98  Me. 
135,  56  Atl.  588.  Under  our  statute  the 
common-law  rule  by  which  the  partial  pay- 
ment of  a  claim  operates  to  set  the  period 
of  limitation  running  anew  has  been  abro- 
gated, and  this  court  has  never  been  in- 
clined to  indulge  in  overrefined  construction 
to  defeat  the  legislative  will  thus  expressed. 
Parsons  v.  Carey,  28  Iowa,  431;  Harren- 
court  V.  Merritt,  29  Iowa,  71;  Roberts  v. 
Hammon,  29  Iowa,  128;  Hale  v.  Wilson,  70 
Iowa,  312,  30  N.  W.  739. 

If,  then,  a  partial  payment  is  to  be  no 
longer  construed  as  an  acknowledgment  of 
the  debt  or  promise  to  pay  it,  it  is  difficult 
to  frame  the  statement  of  any  good  reason 
for  giving  such  effect  to  a  mere  promise  to 
make  a  partial  payment.  The  Hale  Case, 
70  Iowa,  312,  30  N.  W.  739,  differs  but  lit- 
tle in  principle  from  the  one  before  us. 
There  the  defendant,  the  maker  of  a  prom- 
issory note,  made  a  payment  to  the  holder, 
and  himself  wrote  and  signed  an  indorse- 
ment thereof  upon  the  note  as  follows: 
"Paid  on  the  within  note  forty  dollars, 
John  Wilson."  This  we  held  not  to  be  an 
acknowledgment  of  the  debt  which  would 
prevent  or  avoid  the  defense  of  the  statute 
of  limitations.  We  said:  "The  mere  pay- 
ment of  an  amount  of  money  upon  a  note  is 
not  an  admission  that  no  other  payments 
have  been  made,  nor  that  any  other  or  far- 
ther sum  than  that  paid  was  due.  The 
rule   for  which  plaintiff  contends  obtained 
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at  a  time  when  it  was  competent  to  prove 
by  parol  that  the  payment  was  but  a  part 
of  what  was  admitted  to  be  due.  By  our 
statute  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  fixed 
by  the  writing,  and  unless,  by  its  terms,  a 
further  sum  is  admitted  to  be  due,  or  a  new 
promise  is  made,  the  operation  of  the  stat- 
ute is  not  arrested.  The  law  does  not  au- 
thorize the  construction  of  a  writing  stat- 
ing the  mere  fact  of  the  payment  of  a  sum 
of  money  on  a  note  to  be  in  effect,  a  state- 
ment that  more  is  due  and  unpaid."  This 
principle  is  clearly  applicable  to  the  con- 
troversy now  under  consideration.  The  de- 
murrer to  the  first  count  of  the  petition 
was  rightfully  sustained. 

2.  There  is,  in  our  judgment,  no  merit  in 
the  defendants'  appeal.  The  note  there  set 
out  was  not  barred  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions. The  demurrer  admits  that  it  was 
given  for  interest  earned  on  the  earlier  note 


which  was  secured  by  the  mortgage.  If  this 
be  true,  the  note  thus  made  was  secured  by 
the  mortgage,  and  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  a 
foreclosure  to  enforce  its  payment.  A 
mortgage  given  to  secure  payment  of  a  debt 
secures  also  the  payment  of  the  interest  ac- 
cruing thereon,  and  the  mere  fact  that  the 
debtor  has  given  the  mortgagee  his  note  for 
such  interest  has  no  effect  as  a  waiver  or 
release  of  the  lien.  Barhour  v.  Tompkins, 
31  W.  Va.  410,  7  S.  E.  17.  There  was  no 
misjoinder  of  the  parties  or  causes  of  ac- 
tion. The  defendant  James  McGrath  was 
the  sole  maker  of  both  notes.  They  were 
both  secured  by  the  same  mortgage,  and  it 
is  needless  to  say  that  it  was  entirely  prop- 
er to  make  his  wife  a  party  to  the  proceed- 
ing. 

The  judgment  of  the  District  Court  %», 
upon  both  appeals,  affirmed. 


ICENTUCKY  COURT  OF  APPEALS. 


UNION    CENTRAL    LIFE    INSURANCE 
COMPANY,  Appt., 

V. 

Harry  C.  SPINKS. 
( Ky ) 

1.  Retalnlnar  and  attempting  to  eollect 
an  overdue  prentlnnt  note  on  an  in- 
surance policy  will  waive  a  provision  in  the 
policj  that  nonpayment  of  the  note  at  ma- 
turity will  terminate  the  contract. 

S.  A  proTisloii  of  a  life  insurance  pol- 
icy that  snlt  shall  be  bronarht  on  it 
within  a  period  less  than  that  fixed  by  tho 
statute  of  limitations  is  void  as  against  pub- 
lic policy. 

On  Rehearing. 

8.  Failure  to  credit  overdue  prentiunt 
notes  on  a  life  insurance  policy  in  entering 
judgment  thereon,  as  provided  In  the  con- 
tract, is  cause  for  reversal. 

(Paynter,  J.,  dissents.) 
(December  9.  1004.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Campbell  Coun- 
ty in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to  be  due  on 
a  life  insurance  policy.  Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Robert  Ramsey,  W.  W.  Helm, 
and  Maxwell  ft  Ramsey,  for  appellant : 


The  insurance  terminated,  without  action 
on  the  part  of  the  company,  upon  Spinks'a 
failure  to  pay  his  note  at  maturity. 

Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Duvall,  20  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  441,  46  S.  W.  618;  Moreland  v. 
Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  104  Ky.  129,  46  S. 
W.  616. 

The  agent's  attempt  to  collect  after 
maturity  was  not  effective  to  reinstate  the 
lapsed  policy,  for  want  of  authority  on  his 
part. 

Hartford  Life  d  Annuity  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hay- 
den,  90  Ky.  39,  13  S.  W.  685;  Marcus  v.  8t. 
Louis  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  68  N.  Y.  625. 

The  policy  terminated  when  the  company 
formally  canceled  it  and  notified  the  in- 
sured. 

The  defendant  is  not  estopped  by  the  re- 
tention of  the  premium  note. 

Deppen  v.  Southern  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  8  Ky* 
L.  Rep.  57. 

The  one-year  limitation  clause  in  the 
policy  was  valid. 

Lee  V.  Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  22  Ky.  lu 
Rep.  1712,  56  S.  W.  724;  Otoen  v.  Howard 
Ins.  Co.  87  Ky.  571,  10  S.  W.  119;  Kentucky 
Mut.  Security  Fund  Co.  v.  Turner,  89  Ky. 
665,  13  S.  W.  104;  Riddlesharger  v.  Hart- 
ford  F.  Ins.  Co.  7  Wall.  386,  19  L.  ed.  267 ; 
2  May,  Ins.  478 ;  1  Wood,  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions, 42. 


N0TB.-%  As  to  validity  of  contract  limitation 
for  presenting  claim  or  bringing  suit  to  time 
shorter  than  period  of  limitations,  see  also 
cases  in  note  to  Case  v.  Sun  Ins.  Co.  8  L.  R.  A. 
48 :  and  the  later  cases,  in  this  series,  of  Su^f^s 
V.  Trayelers*  Ins.  Co.  1  L.  R.  A.  847,  and  cases 
U9  L.  R.  A. 


in  note  thereto;  Dwelling  House  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Brodle,  4  L.  R.  A.  458.  and  cases  in  note.* 
Kirby  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  30  L.  R.  A. 
612 ;  and  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Eubank,  3<l 
L.  R.  A.  711. 
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Messrs.  "L,  J.  Crawford  and  Haselrigg, 
ClLeaaiilty  Sc  Haselrigs  for  appellee. 

O'Rear,  J^  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  suit  was  upon  a  ten-year-term  life 
policy  issued  by  appellant  upon  the  life  of 
Charles  Spinks  for  $10,000.  Xhe  policy  was 
issued  February  1,  1894.  The  annual 
premium  was  $396.80.  The  policy  contained 
the  following  provisions: 

''AH  premiums  or  notes,  or  interest  upon 
notes,  given  the  company  for  premiums, 
shall  be  paid  on  or  before  the  days  upon 
which  they  become  due,"  etc. 

"Upon  the  violation  of  any  of  the  forego- 
ing conditions  this  policy  shall  be  null  and 
void,  without  action  on  the  part  of  the  com- 
pany, or  notice  to  the  insured .  or  bene- 
ficiary," etc 

"The  contraot  of  insurance  between  the 
parties  hereto  is  completely  set  forth  in  this 
policy  and  the  application  for  the  same,  and 
none  of  its  terms  can  be  modified,  nor  any 
forfeiture  under  it  waived,  save  by  an  agree- 
ment ill  writing  signed  by  the  president,  vice 
president,  or  secretary  of  the  company, 
whose  authority  for  this  purpose  shall  not 
be  delegated." 

"No  suit  to  recover  under  this  policy  shall 
be  brought  after  one  year  from  the  death  of 
the  insured." 

The  insured  paid  three  of  the  annual  pre- 
miums, and  on  December  15,  1897,  executed 
to  appellant  a  six  months'  note  for  $396.80 
for  annual  premium  due  on  that  date.  The 
note  was  not  paid  at  maturity.  On  the  day 
following  the  maturity  of  the  note  defend- 
ant's general  agent  at  Cincinnati  wrote  the 
insured  aa  follows: 

Cincinnati,  O.,  June  16,  1898. 
Charles  8pinks,  Esq., 
Newport,  Ky. 
Dear  Sir: — 

Your  note  of  $396.80  ($11.90  interest)  on 
policy  114,386  was  due  and  unpaid  on  the 
15th  day  of  June,  1898.  Your  immediate 
attention  to  the  above  is  of  the  utmost  im- 
portance to  the  validity  of  your  policy  in  the 
event  of  sudden  misfortune.  Please  call  and 
arrange  to  pay  the  same  at  once. 
Yours  respectfully, 
E.  W.  Jewell, 

General  Agent. 

The  insured  made  no  reply  to  this  letter, 
to  far  as  the  proof  shows. 

On  June  2l8t  the  general  agent  sent  the 
note  to  a  bank,  with  the  following  letter  of 
•dvice: 
$0L.R.A. 


Cincinnati,  O.,  June  21,  1898. 
Newport  National  Bank, 

Newport,  Ky. 
Gentlemen: — 

I  inclose  you  the  note  of  Charles  Spinks 
for  collection. 

Note $396  80 

Interest   11  90 


$408  70 
Yours  respectfully, 
E.  W.  Jewell, 

General  Agent. 

The  bank,  as  agent  of  the  insurance  com- 
pany, presented  the  note  to  the  insured  and 
demanded  payment.  But  it  was  not  paid. 
On  July  7th  following  it  was  returned  to  ap- 
pellant. On  that  day  appellant  wrote  the 
insured  as  follows: 

Cincinnati,  O.,  July  7th,  1898. 
Charles  Spinks,  Esq., 
Newport,  Ky. 
Dear  Sir: — 

The  note  given  in  payment  of  the  annual 
premium  on  your  policy  114,386  was  due 
and  unpaid  June  15th,  and,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  company,  you  must  furnish  us  a 
satisfactory  certificate  of  good  health  before 
settling  this  note.  If  you  will  kindly  take 
the  indorsed  health  certificate  to  the  medical 
directors  of  the  company,  they  will  fill  it 
out  and  pass  upon  it. 

Yours  respectfully, 
E.  W.  Jewell, 

General  Agent. 

It  is  claimed  for  appellant  that  it  about 
the  same  time  forwarded  to  its  local  agent 
at  Newport,  where  insured  lived,  a  formal 
notice  canceling  the  policy  for  nonpayment 
of  premium;  but  there  is  no  evidence  that 
it  was  ever  received  by  the  insured.  Omit- 
ting, therefore,  the  last-named  act  from  the 
proceedings,  we  have,  so  far  as  the  insured 
was  advised,  that  the  insurance  company 
held  his  premium  note,  was  endeavoring  and 
intending  to  collect  it  in  full,  which  repre- 
sented the  premium  on  his  policy  to  Decem- 
ber 15th  following,  and  had  taken  no  action 
looking  to  a  cancelation  of  the  policy.  As 
a  matter  of  fact,  it  is  testified  that  the  com- 
pany, immediately  upon  default,  when  the 
note  was  due,  marked  the  policy  on  its  policy 
register  "Canceled."  The  insured  had  been 
in  the  habit  of  executing  notes  to  appellant 
for  his  premiums,  and  of  paying  them  some 
time  after  maturity.  They  were  always  re- 
ceived, so  far  as  this  record  shows,  without 
question.  The  insured,  however,  died  on  the 
14th  of  September,  1898.  This  suit  is  by  the 
beneficiary  of  the  policy,  a  son  of  the  in- 
sured. 
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It  is  the  well-settled  law  of  this  state 
that,  if  an  insurer  desires  to  avail  itself 
of  conditions  in  its  policy  to  declare  it  for- 
feited for  the  nonpayment  of  a  premium 
note,  it  must  unequivocally  elect  to  so  treat 
itj  and  in  fact  then  and  thereafter  so  treat 
it.  It  will  not  be  allowed,  though,  to  claim 
both  that  it  is  not  bound  on  the  policy,  but 
that  the  insured  is  bound  to  pay  the  note. 
Its  action  must  be  consistent.  While  it  may 
retain  the  note,  as  evidence,  of  its  nonpay- 
ment, it  must  not  retain  it  or  treat  it  as  an 
evidence  of  that  much  indebtedness.  More- 
land  v.  Union  Cent.  L,  Ins,  Co.  104  Ky.  129, 
46  S.  W.  516;  Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Duvall,  20  Ky.  L.  Rep.  441,  46  S.  W.  518; 
Johnson  v.  Southern  Mut.  L.  Ins.  Co.  79  Ky. 
406;  Walls  v.  Home  Ins.  Co.  24  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1452,  71  S.  W.  650.  In  the  case  at  bar  ap- 
pellant not  only  retained  the  note  after  its 
maturity,  but  repeatedly  endeavored  to  col- 
lect it  in  full  thereafter.  It  thereby  claimed 
that  the  insured  owed  to  it  $396.80  as  an 
enforceable  debt.  If  he  did,  then  appellant 
was  bound  to  him,  as  the  consideration  for 
it,  upon  the  policy  of  insurance.  Even 
though  such  provisions  in  policies  of  insur- 
ance are  automatic,  they  may  be  waived  by 
the  parties,  and  this  waiver  may  be  in- 
dicated by  conduct,  as  well  as  by  express 
language.  The  fact  that  the  insured  marked 
on  its  private  books  that  the  policy  was  can- 
celed, did  not  cancel  it,  if  thereafter  it  con- 
tinued to  assert  the  note  as  an  enforceable 
obligation  against  the  insured,  thereby 
evincing  to  him  that  it  was  not  canceled. 
Upon  principle  and  authority  we  hold  that 
the  evidence  here  shows  a  waiver  by  the 
insurer  of  the  condition  of  forfeiture  in  the 
policy. 

The  more  important  question  is  that  of 
special  limitation  of  one  year  provided  for 
by  the  policy.  The  suit  was  not  brought 
till  more  than  one  year  after  the  death  of 
the  insured.  We  are  aware  that  this  or  a 
similar  provision  is  contained  in  nearly  all 
iuHuranco  policies,  fire  and  life.  We  are 
further  aware  that  the  provision  is  upheld 
by  many  courts,  including  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court  {Riddlesbargcr  v.  Hartford 
F.  Ins.  Co.  7  Wall,  386,  19  L.  ed.  257),  and 
is  approved  by  text  writers.  This  court  has 
also,  though  with  hesitation  and  misgiving, 
followed  the  other  courts  in  approving  it. 
We  therefore  have  come  to  the  reconsidera- 
tion of  this  question  with  a  deep  sense  of 
its  importance  and  difficulty,  and  of  our 
duty  in  the  premises.  The  legal  question  is. 
Can  parties  by  contract  substitute  a  period 
of  limitation,  binding  upon  the  courts,  for 
the  statutes  of  limitation  enacted  by  the 
legislature?  If  they  can,  it  must  be  upon 
some  general  principle,  the  breadth  and  far- 
reaching  effect  of  which  cannot  logically  be 
69  L.  R.  A. 


limited  to  mere  contracts  of  insurance,  but 
must  incontrovertibly  be  applicable  to  all 
contracts ;  for,  if  it  is  a  matter  of  agreement 
alone  between  parties  competent  to  contract, 
the  only  inquiry  that  can  ever  be  made  is, 
Have  they  agreed  upon  itt 

Pleas  of  limitation  were  allowed  long  be- 
fore there  was  any  statute  on  the  subject. 
The  courts  applied  them  upon  the  theory  of 
a  fiction  to  the  effect  that  after  so  long  a 
lapse  of  time,  during  which  the  claimant 
made  no  assertion  of  his  rights  in  a  personal 
demand,  a  presumption  was  raised  that  the 
obligation  had  been  paid  or  discharged,  and, 
in  the  case  of  real  estate,  that  a  conveyance 
had  been  executed  but  lost.  The  fiction  was 
justified  in  the  reasoning  of  the  courts  by 
the  evident  justness  of  its  effect;  it  being 
argued  that  one  who  had  so  long  neglected 
his  rights  as  to  allow  the  other  party  to  suf- 
fer by  it,  by  the  loss  of  evidence  and  the 
like,  ought  not  to  be  heard  to  disturb  a  con- 
dition he  had  suffered  to  come  about.  But 
statutes  of  limitation  have  come  to  be  en- 
acted everywhere.  They  are  not  mere  rules 
of  evidence,  presumptions  of  the  payment  or 
extinguishment  of  the  obligation  sued  upon, 
but  are  statutes  expressive  of  a  public  poli- 
cy, and  are  favorably  regarded  by  the  law. 
They  are  not  in  operation  or  suspense  at  the 
mere  will  of  the  parties,  but  in  spite  of 
them.  While  the  statutes  themselves  make 
provision  for  their  suspension,  it  is  to  be 
noted  that  in  every  instance  it  is  allowed  for 
the  purpose  of  continuing  or  prolonging  a 
pre-existing  right  to  sue,  and  never  to  close 
the  door  against  suits  by  any  kind  of  waiver 
in  favor  of  an  obligee. 

Many  statutory  provisions  are  made  for 
the  protection  of  personal  rights,  which  tKe 
parties  may  avail  themselves  of  or  not,  in 
their  transactions,  as  they  may  please.  But, 
where  the  statute  is  expressive  of  the  public 
policy,  any  contract  made  in  contravention 
of  it  is  ipso  facto  void.  Parties  will  never 
be  heard  to  say  that  they  elect  to  waive  the 
public  policy,  and  are  willing  to  abide  by 
their  own  substituted  policy.  The  public 
policy,  as  the  term  indicates,  is  impersonal, 
and  essentially  of  universal  and  exclusive 
application  within  the  territory  of  the  au- 
thority declaring  it.  There  could  be  no  pub- 
lic policy  otherwise,  and  the  whole  people 
would  be  powerless  to  enforce  any  whole- 
some general  rule  of  conduct  in  business 
transactions,  where  any  number  chose  to 
ignore  or  violate  it.  Statutes  of  limitation 
belong  to  this  class.  They  pertain  to  the 
administration  of  justice  by  the  courts  of 
the  state, — ^a  subject  of  paramount  concern 
to  the  whole  public.  That  there  may  be  a 
period  of  repose  against  stale  claims  is  pro- 
vided, recognizing  the  old  idea  that,  but  for 
the  loss  of  evidence,  death  or  removal  of 
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witnesses,  forgetfulness,  and  bo  on,  an  ap- 
parent condition  mi^ht  have  been  explained 
away.  The  statute  means  more  than  that 
no  suit  shall  be  maintained  upon  the  class 
of  claims  treated  of  by  it  after  the  lapse  of 
the  time  fixed  by  it.  It  means,  also,  that 
until  that  time  has  elapsed  the  courts  are 
open  to  hear  the  claim.  The  statutes  are 
aubstituted  in  lieu  of  the  common-law  rules 
of  presumptions  and  practice,  and  estab- 
lish the  public  policy  of  the  state  on  the 
subject  of  limitation  of  actions.  They  su- 
persede, not  only  the  fictions  of  the  common 
law,  but  also  supersede  the  hitherto  uncon- 
trolled capacity  of  parties  to  themselves 
limit  the  time  in  which  either  may  rightful- 
ly appeal  to  the  courts  for  redress  under 
their  contracts.  Agreements  in  advance  to 
waive  statutes  of  limitation  altogether  are 
held  void  on  the  grounds  that  such  statutes 
are  for  the  repose,  the  peace,  and  the  wel- 
fare of  society.  Greenhood,  Pub.  Pol.  504; 
Kellogg  v.  Dickinson,  147  Mass.  432,  1  L.  R. 
A.  346,  18  N.  E.  223;  Traak  y.  Weeks,  81 
Me.  325,  17  Atl.  162;  Oreen  v.  Coos  Bay 
Wagon  Road  Co.  10  Sawy.  625,  23  Fed.  67. 

It  is  old  and  familiar  doctrine  that  the 
courts  wnll  not  enforce  a  contract  by  which 
the  parties  have  bound  themselves  not  to 
sue  at  all,  or  to  leave  the  difference  exclu- 
sively to  arbitrators.  If  parties  by  contract 
can  lawfully  provide  when  the  suit  shall  be 
instituted  (or  when  it  shall  not  be,  which 
is  the  same  thing) ,  why  not  let  them  go  fur- 
ther within  the  same  principle  and  stipu- 
late as  to  the  nature  of  the  action ;  whether 
it  shall  be  tried  by  a  jury,  and  what  evidence 
shall  be  receivable  to  establish  or  impeach 
the  right;  and,  by  force  of  the  same  logic, 
why  not  close  the  matter  consistently  by 
concluding  how  and  out  of  what  estate  the 
execution  upon  the  judgment  may  be  levied, 
and  within  what  time  the  judgment  of  the 
court  may  be  enforced.  If  the  fact  be  that 
by  contract  one  party  becomes  bound  to 
another,  the  policy  of  the  law  is  to  regulate 
in  what  forums,  by  what  nature  of  proceed- 
ings, by  what  forms  of  practice,  and  within 
what  period  it  may  be  enforced.  An  agree- 
ment in  advance  not  to  apply  to  any  court 
for  redress  is  admittedly  void.  An  agree- 
ment to  confer  jurisdiction  upon  a  court  not 
provided  with  it  by  law  is  likewise  void. 
An  agreement  not  to  avail  oneself  of  the 
statutes  regulating  practice  would  be  held 
void  for  the  same  reasons.  Now,  the  remain- 
ing question.  Can  a  party  bind  himself  by 
an  agreement  in  advance  not  to  sue,  not  to 
appeal  to  the  courts  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  matter,  for  fourteen  years  of  the  fifteen 
which  are  allowed  by  statute,  thus  confining 
himself  to  one  fifteenth  of  the  time  the 
statutes  give? 

It  is  diflScult,  if  not  inadvisable,  to  at- 
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tempt  an  exact  definition  of  Jihe  term  "pub- 
lic policy."  Story  says  of  it  (Story,  Contr. 
§  646) :  "It  has  never  been  defined  by  the 
courts,  but  has  been  left  loose  and  free  of 
definition,  in  the  same  manner  as  fraud. 
This  rule  may,  however,  be  laid  down,  that, 
wherever  any  contract  confiicts  with  the 
morals  of  the  time,  and  contravenes  any  es- 
tablished interest  of  society,  it  is  void,  as 
being  against  public  policy."  In  Brooks  v. 
Cooper,  50  N.  J.  Eq.  761,  21  L.  R.  A.  617,  35 
Am.  St.  Rep.  795,  26  Atl.  978,  the  subject 
appears  to  have  been  thoroughly  considered, 
and  exhaustively  treated.  In  summing  up  a 
number  of  considered  cases,  the  court  wrote  i 
"It  has  been  declared  that  public  policy  is  a 
variable  quality,  but  the  principles  to  be  ap- 
plied have  always  remained  unchanged  and 
unchangeable,  and  public  policy  is  only  vari- 
able in  so  far  as  the  habits,  capacities,  and 
opportunities  of  the  public  have  become 
more  varied  and  complex.  The  relations  of 
society  become  from  time  to  time  more  com- 
plex, statutes  defining  and  declaring  public 
and  private  rights  multiply  rapidly,  and 
public  policy  often  changes  as  the  laws 
change,  and  therefore  new  applications  of 
old  principles  are  required.  Da/ines  v. 
Davies,  L.  R.  36  Ch.  Div.  364.  Whatever 
tends  to  injustice  or  oppression,  restraint  of 
liberty,  restraint  of  legal  right;  whatever 
tends  to  the  obstruction  of  justice,  a  viola- 
tion of  a  statute,  or  the  obstruction  or  per- 
version of  the  administration  of  the  law; 
whatever  tends  to  interfere  with  or  control 
the  administration  of  the  law  as  to  execu- 
tive, legislative,  or  other  oflScial  action, — 
whenever  embodied  in  and  made  the  subject 
of  a  contract,  the  contract  is  against  public 
policy,  and  therefore  void,  and  not  suscepti- 
ble of  enforcement."  "When  we  speak  of 
the  public  policy  of  the  state,  we  mean  the 
law  of  the  state,  whether  found  in  the  Con- 
stitution, the  statutes,  or  judicial  records." 
People  V.  Hawkins,  157  N.  Y.  12,  42  L.  R.  A. 
490,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  736,  51  N.  E.  257. 
These  citations  will  serve  to  show  the  scope 
of  the  principle.  Particular  instances  by 
way  of  illustration  and  application  will  be 
given  further  along.  We  cannot  hope  to 
reconcile  the  public  policy  of  this  state  with 
that  of  other  states.  Each  state  necessarily 
establishes  its  own  public  policy,  confined  to 
its  own  territory.  That  they  may  not  be 
uniform  throughout  the  Union  is  neither 
surprising  nor  discouraging;  for  what  may 
be  deemed  inimical  by  one  may  be  treat«»d 
as  immaterial  by  another,  and,  indeed,  may 
be  so. 

We  will  oome  directly  to  the  question 
whether  statutes  of  limitation  are  in  this 
state  indications  of  its  public  policy.  The 
strength  of  every  contract  lies  in  the  right 
of  the  promisee  to  resort  to  ti^  courts  of 
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public  justice  for  redress  for  its  yiolation. 
It  is  not  enough  that  the  parties  may  have 
voluntarily  agreed,  nor  that  there  was  a  sat- 
isfactory consideration,  nor  that  they  have 
contractual  capacity;  for,  if  one  has  in  such 
agreement  bound  himself  to  forego  some 
positive  right  given  to  him  by  the  law  by 
which  justice  is  secured,  he  should  not  be 
bound,  for  to  do  so  is  to  bind  oneself  to  op- 
pression, which  is  contrary  to  the  well-being 
of  society.  Courts  are  established  at  the 
public  expense  to  redress  wrongs,  including 
breaches  of  contracts.  They  are  open  at  all 
times  for  that  purpose.  Such  is  the  public 
good.  The  knowledge  of  that  fact  exercises 
no  small  influence  upon  the  conduct  of  indi- 
viduals. It  is  useless  for  the  oppressor  to 
try  to  get  what  he  knows  the  courts  will  not 
allow.  So  he  regulates  his  conduct  by 
knowledge  of  that  fact.  Stale  claims,  if  al- 
lowed, would  tend  to  encourage  perjury  and 
fraud.  Therefore  a  statute  is  passed  to  re- 
strict their  assertion  in  the  courts.  On  the 
other  hand,  claims  which  are  not  outlawed, 
for  the  reason  just  assigned,  ought  to  have 
a  forum  in  which  they  may  be  asserted 
against  an  unwilling  or  dishonest  obligee. 
The  existence  of  that  right  is  of  great  value 
to  the  claimant,  but  it  is  likewise  of  great 
importance  to  the  public,  as  by  it  the  weak 
are  assured  of  their  rights  against  the 
strong, — ^the  sum  of  all  government.  A  con- 
tract agreeing  in  advance  that  the  obligee 
will  not  resort  to  the  courts  for  its  enforce- 
ment after  one  year,  when  the  statutes  of 
the  state  allow  fifteen  years  within  which 
to  begin  the  action  upon  it,  is  merely  an 
agreement  not  to  resort  to  the  courts,  in 
spite  of  the  policy  and  laws  of  the  state 
which  give  the  right.  To  enforce  such  is  to 
put  it  in  the  power  of  one  party  to  practise 
oppression,  and  to  close  the  courts  against 
its  relief. 

Now  for  the  instances  in  which  the  prin- 
ciple being  discussed  has  been  applied  in 
this  state.  In  Wright  v.  Oardner,  98  Ky. 
464,  33  S.  W.  622,  35  S.  W.  1116,  an  agree- 
ment in  advance  waiving  the  statute  of  limi- 
tation provided  for  that  class  of  transactions 
and  extending  the  time  beyond  the  statutory 
period  was  held  void,  because  against  the 
public  policy  of  the  state. 

An  agreement  in  a  contract  between  a  tele- 
graph corxpany  and  the  sender  of  a  message 
limiting  the  time  to  which  claims  should  be 
presented  and  prosecuted  against  the  former 
for  a  breach  of  the  contract  to  a  period 
shorter  than  that  fixed  by  statute  was  held 
void  as  against  public  policy  in  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  v.  Euhanks,  100  Ky.  604.  36  L.  R. 
A.  711,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  361,  38  S.  W.  1068. 
This  was  followed  and  approved  in  Davis  v. 
Western  U.  Teleg.  Co,  107  Ky.  527,  92  Am. 
St.  Rep.  371,  54  S.  W.  849.  It  is  true  that 
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in  the  Eubanks  Case,  100  Ky.  604,  36  L.  R. 
A.  711,  66  Am.  St.  Rep. '361,  38  S.  W.  1068. 
it  was  intimated  that  the  contract  was  void 
for  the  additional  reason  that  it  violated  | 
196  of  the  Constitution,  prohibiting  a  com- 
mon carrier  from  contracting  against  its 
common-  law  liability.  In  the  later  Case  of 
Davis,  107  Ky.  527,  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  371^ 
54  S.  W.  849,  the  decision  was  rested  solely 
on  the  ground  that  the  stipulation  was  void 
because  contrary  to  public  policy.  It  waa 
probably  doubted  whether  the  statute  of 
limitation  was  any  part  of  a  common  car- 
rier's liability. 

A  familiar  feature  of  life  insurance  poll- 
dies  is  the  provision  that  after  a  given  num- 
ber of  payments  the  insured  shall  be  entitled 
to  a  paid-up  policy  proportioned  as  the  num- 
ber of  payments  bear  to  the  maximum  num- 
ber required  to  be  made  by  the  policy,  pro- 
vided the  insured  shall  within  six  months,  or 
some  such  time,  surrender  his  policy  and  de- 
mand the  paid-up  policy.  In  a  number  of 
cases  it  has  been  held  that  the  provision  lim- 
iting the  time  within  which  to  demand  the 
paid-up  policy  was  not  of  the  essence  of  the 
contract,  was  in  the  nature  of  a  forfeiture, 
and  was  void.  Montgomery  v.  Phcenix  Mut. 
L.  Ins,  Co,  14  Bush,  51 ;  Mutual  L,  Ins,  Co. 
V.  Jarhoe,  102  Ky.  80,  39  L.  R.  A.  504,  80 
Am.  St.  Rep.  343,  42  S.  W.  1097  (Overrul- 
ing Northwestern  Mut.  L,  Ins,  Co.  v.  Bar- 
bour, 92  Ky.  427,  16  L.  R.  A.  449,  17  S.  W. 
796,  and  Hexter  v.  United  States  L,  Ins.  Co. 
91  Ky.  356,  15  S.  W.  863)  ;  Washington  L, 
Ins,  Co,  V.  Miles,  112  Ky.  743,  66  S.  W.  740; 
Manhattan  L,  Ins,  Co,  v.  Pattersouy  109  Ky. 
624,  53  L.  R.  A.  378,  95  Am.  St  Rep.  393, 
60  S.  W.  383 ;  New  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  War- 
ren Deposit  Bank,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  326,  75 
S.  W.  234;  Manhattan  L,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Savage, 
23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  483,  63  S.  W.  278;  Mutual 
L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  O'Neil,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  983, 
76  S.  W.  839. 

Under  §  700,  Kentucky  Statutes,  it  is  pro- 
vided tliat,  in  case  of  total  loss  of  an  in- 
sured building  by  fire,  the  insurer  shall  pay 
the  amount  of  its  policy,  except  in  case  of 
fraud  or  deterioration  in  value  since  the  pol- 
icy was  issued.  Contracts  attempting  in  ad- 
vance of  loss  to  waive  the  statute,  and  agree- 
ing upon  a  different  basis  of  settlement,  are 
held  void  as  being  against  the  public  policy 
evinced  by  the  statute,  in  Caledonian  Ins. 
Co,  V.  Cooke,  101  Ky.  412,  41  S.  W.  279: 
Hartford  F,  Ins.  Co,  v.  Bourbon  County 
Court,  24  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1850,  72  S.  W.  739; 
Thuringia  Ins  Co.  v.  Malott,  111  Ky.  917,  65 
L.  R.  A.  277,  64  S.  W.  991;  Palatine  In*. 
Co,  V.  Weiss,  109  Ky.  464,  59  S.  W.  509. 

A  contract  in  advance  waiving  the  statute 
of  exemption  is  held  void  in  Mowley  v. 
Ragan,  10  Bush.  156,  19  Am.  Rep.  61. 
Agreements   to   pay   attorney's   fee  in   case 
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of  suit  to  enforce  a  contract  are  held  void, 
because  in  contravention  of  the  public  policy, 
in  Thomaaon  v.  Townsend,  10  Bush,  114,  and 
Witherspoon  v.  Musaelman,  14  Bush,  214,  29 
Am.  Rep.  404. 

The  Constitution  of  this  state  (§59)  pro- 
hibits the  legislature  from  passing  special 
or  local  acts  concerning  quite  a  number  of 
enumerated  subjects,  including  "(6)  to 
regulate  the  limitation  of  civil  or  criminal 
actions,"  Under  this  provision,  it  has  been 
held  that  a  statute  limiting  actions  against 
cities  of  the  first  class  in  this  commonwealth 
to  six  months,  whether  based  upon  torts  or 
contracts, — the  general  law  providing  dif- 
ferent periods, — was  void.  Oorley  v.  Louis- 
ville, 104  Ky.  372,  47  S.  W.  263;  Louisville 
V.  Kuntz,  104  Ky.  684,  47  S.  W.  692.  In  the 
last-named  case,  it  was  said:  "When  the 
Constitution  prohibits  the  legislature  from 
passing  special  laws  upon  any  given  subject, 
it  means  that  all  laws  upon  that  subject 
shall  operate  alike  upon  all  whether  individ- 
ual or  corporate,  public  or  private.  It  is  a 
safeguard  provided  by  the  Constitution  for 
the  protection  of  the  weak  as  well  as  the 
strong." 

A  contract  between  an  express  company 
and  a  shipper,  limiting  its  liability  for  a 
breach  of  its  bill  of  lading  to  six  months, 
when  the  statutory  period  was  longer,  was 
held  void,  as  contrary  to  public  policy,  in 
Adams  Exp,  Co.  v.  Walker,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1025,  67  L.  R,  A.  412,  83  S.  W.  106. 

Unless  these  cases  are  to  be  followed,  and 
the  principle  which  governed  them  applied 
to  all  cases,  we  will  have  it  that  everybody 
except  express  and  telegraph  companies  may 
by  contract  abrogate  the  statutes  of  limita- 
tion by  stipulating  for  a  shorter  period. 
Each  contract  will  have  its  own  barrier, 
which  the  courts  will  be  bound  to  observe. 
And,  though  the  legislature  is  prohibited  by 
the  Constitution  from  providing  any  but 
general  and  uniform  laws  of  limitation, 
parties  to  contracts  may  have  as  many  dif- 
ferent periods  as  there  may  be  contracts. 
Railroad  operators,  merchants,  bankers,  and 
employers  of  labor  may  all  contract  for  such 
periods  as  may  suit  their  whim  or  avarice, 
to  which  the  other  party  may  be  compelled 
to  submit  by  his  present  necessities.  It 
would  make  the  law  a  subject  of  barter,  and 
the  courts  of  justice  to  open  or  close  as  the 
result  of  a  dicker.  It  seems  to  ns  to 
logically  follow  that,  if  part  of  a  contract  of 
insurance  is  not  forfeited  by  a  failure  to 
•comply  with  a  stipulation  in  the  policy  that 
it  will  be  unless  it  is  claimed  within  six 
months,  all  of  the  policy  will  not  be  for- 
feited by  a  similar  failure  to  sue  for  it  with- 
in one  year,  according  to  the  stipulations  of 
the  policy  to  that  effect.  In  each  instance 
the  essence  of  the  proviso  in  the  policy  is 
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to  work  a  forfeiture  of  the  vested  interest 
— a  property  right — ^because  the  person  en- 
titled to  it  does  not  sue  for  it  within  an 
agreed  time,  less  than  the  statutory  period 
of  limitation. 

The  statutes  of  limitation  of  this  state, 
like  statutes  of  exemption,  are  enacted,  not 
solely  for  individual  welfare,  but  for  the 
public  well-being.  They  are,  under  our  Con- 
stitution, of  general  and  universal  applica- 
tion within  the  state,  and  are  indications  of 
the  state's  public  policy  on  those  subjects. 
Contracts  in  contravention  of  them  are  void. 
In  Owen  v.  Howard  Ins.  Co.  87  Ky.  571,  10 
S.  W.  119,  the  policy  contained  a  provision 
that  suit  upon  it  must  be  begun  within  one 
year  from  the  acCtual  of  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion. The  question  presented  for  decision 
was  whether  the  year  had  gone.  The  court 
decided  that  it  had  not,  as  the  last  day  of 
the  year  fell  on  Sunday,  which  was  excluded 
by  the  court  so  as  to  allow  the  d65th  day 
to  fall  on  a  secular  day,  when  the  suit  could 
be  filed.  Having  decided  that  the  year  had 
not  run,  it  was  not  necessarily  involved 
whether  the  stipulation  was  valid.  The 
court,  for  the  purposes  of  the  case,  assumed 
that  it  was;  and  this  it  might  have  done, 
whether  it  was  or  was  not  valid.  In  Ken- 
tucky Mut.  Security  Fund  Co.  v.  Turner, 
89  Ky.  665,  13  S.  W.  104,  a  policy  of  life 
insurance  contained  a  similar  clause,  limit- 
ing the  cause  of  action  to  one  year,  should 
a  cause  arise.  A  cause  of  action  did  accrue 
upon  it.  Demand  was  made  of  the  insurer 
within  one  year,  and  it  made  a  partial  pay- 
ment upon  it.  Failing  to  pay  the  balance, 
suit  was  brought  upon  the  policy  to  recover 
it.  The  insurer  pleaded  the  contract  limita- 
tion. The  replication,  in  avoidance,  was 
that  the  partial  payment  had  operated  to 
start  anew  the  period  of  limitation  within 
which  suit  might  be  brought.  Tne  question 
presented  for  decision,  and  decided,  was  that 
a  partial  payment  within  the  year  did  oper- 
ate to  start  anew  the  limitation  period.  A 
recovery  was  allowed.  Counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  admitted  that  the  one-year  pro- 
vision was  valid.  The  court  likewise  as- 
sumed that  it  was.  There  was  no  contro- 
versy about  it  in  the  case.  It  was  passed 
over  in  the  opinion,  without  citation  of 
authority  or  statement  of  reason  for  its  sup- 
port. As  in  the  case  of  Owen  v.  Howard 
Ins.  Co.  87  Ky.  571,  10  S.  W.  119,  it  was 
obiter  dictum.  In  Lee  v.  Union  Cent.  L.  Ins. 
Co.  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1712,  56  S.  W.  724,  the 
question  was  directly  presented,  and  was 
finally  decided  on  rehearing  by  an  equally 
divided  court.  In  Smith  v.  Herdj  110  Ky. 
56,  60  S.  W.  841,  1121,  the  question  was 
again  squarely  presented,  and  was  decided 
in  conformity  to  the  reasoning  in  Riddles- 
barger  v.  Hartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  J7>Wall.  a86. 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


270 


Kentucky  Coubt  of  Appeals. 


Dec, 


19  L.  ed.  257,  and  citing  Owen  v.  Howard 
Ins,  Co.  87  Ky.  571,  10  S.  W.  119. 

The  gist  of  the  reasoning  advanced  in  the 
Riddleabarger  Case,  and  in  the  text-books 
which  have  adopted  it,  is  that  it  is  essential 
to  the  insurer  to  have  the  claim  promptly 
presented  and  adjusted,  as  by  a  great  lapse 
of  time  the  circumstances  of  the  transaction 
are  apt  to  fade  from  the  memory  of  disinter- 
ested witnesses,  or  the  evidence  will  be  lost, 
and  the  insured  or  beneficiary,  being  on  the 
ground,  would  hav^  an  undue  advantage, 
which  might  be  turned  into  the  fabrication 
of  evidence  and  the  like  to  support  unmeri- 
torious  claims.  The  argument,  when  pre- 
sented to  the  legislature,  might  justify  that 
body's  enacting  a  general  law  of  limitation 
for  this  class  of  contracts  different  from 
that  applied  to  ordinary  written  obligations. 
But  it  is  not  a  good  reason  why  the  statute 
now  in  force  and  applicable  to  such  con- 
tracts— the  statute  of  fifteen  years  (Ky. 
Stat.  1903,  S  2514)— should  not  be  applied 
by  the  courts.  Beside,  the  condition  of  the 
law  in  this  state  does  not  warrant  the  ap- 
plication of  the  reasoning.  For  here  we 
enforce  the  provision  of  the  contract  re- 
quiring that  the  insured  or  beneficiary 
furnish  promptly  notice  and  proof  of  loss  as 
a  condition  precedent  to  his  right  to  sue. 
This  puts  before  the  insurer  the  fact  that  it 
is  claimed  to  be  liable  on  the  policy,  and 
the  circumstances  and  names  of  witnesses 
by  which  it  is  proposed  to  establish  it. 
jEtna  L.  Ine.  Co.  v.  MiUcard,  26  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  589,  68  L.  R.  A.  285,  82  S.  W.  364. 
It  is  then  open  to  the  insurer  to  protect  it- 
self, if  it  deems  the  claim  unfounded  in 
merit,  in  two  ways:  (1)  To  proceed  imder 
the  Code  to  perpetuate  its  evidence,  so  that, 
whenever  the  action  may  be  brought  against 
it,  it  has  lost  nothing  by  deaths  and  re- 
movals of  witnesses;  (2)  or  it  may  sue  at 
once  to  be  relieved  of  the  liability  claimed, 
on  the  ground  that  it  has  been  discharged, 
or  that  the  contract  has  terminated,  or  for 
whatever  reason,  and  it  may  thus  at  once 
force  a  trial  of  the  matter,  getting  such 
advantages  as  accrue  from  that  fact. 

While  recognizing  the  great  ability  of  the 
justices  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  learn- 
ing and  wisdom  of  the  courts  of  final  resort 
of  the  states  that  have  adopted  a  different 
policy,  yet  we  feel  constrained  to  declare 
that  the  public  policy  of  Kentucky  is  a  mat- 
ter peculiarly  for  her  own  construction  and 
application.  The  reasoning  applied  to  up- 
hold the  distinction  made  in  favor  of  insur- 
ance contracts  to  us  is  unsatisfying,  while 
the  objections  to  the  principle  on  which  it 
rests  are  insuperable.  The  supreme  courts 
of  two  other  states  have  come  to  the  same 
conclusion  at  which  we  have  arrived.  Barnes 
y.McMurtry,  29  Neb.  184,  45  N.  W.  285,  and 
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Georgia  Masonic  Ins.  Co.  v.  Davis,  63  Ga. 
471.  And  there  may  be  others.  Smith  v. 
Herd,  110  Ky.  56,  60  S.  W.  841,  1121,  is 
overruled.  Lee  v.  Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co. 
22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1712,  56  S.  W.  724,  will  not 
longer  be  considered  authority  on  this  point. 
We  conclude  that  the  provision  in  the 
policy  that  no  suit  should  be  maintained 
upon  it,  unless  begun  within  one  year  from 
the  death  of  the  insured,  was  in  contraven- 
tion of  the  public  policy  of  this  state,  and 
is  void.  It  follows  ihat  the  judgment  of 
the  circuit  court,  having  been  in  conformity 
to  this  conclusion,  is  affirmed,  with  damages. 

Paynter,  J.,  dissents. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  navmg  been  filed, 
O'Rear,  J.,  on  February  15,  1905,  handed 
down  the  following  additional  opinion: 

The  policy  provides  that  any  indebted- 
ness of  the  assured  to  the  company  will  be 
deducted  from  the  face  of  the  policy  if  the 
latter  becomes  a  claim  against  the  com- 
pany. The  note  for  $396.80  and  interest 
from  December  15,  1897,  spoken  of  in  the 
opinion,  ought  to  have  been  credited  on  the 
sum  payable  to  appellee  under  the  terms 
of  the  policy.  For  the  error  in  failure  to  do 
so,  the  judgment  must  he  reversed,  and 
cause  remanded,  to  enter  judgment  on  the 
verdict  subject  to  the  credit  herein  indicat- 
ed. The  opinion  in  other  respects  is  ad- 
hered to. 

On  March  9,  1905,  a  further  opinion  was 
handed  down  by  Hobson,  Ch.  J.,  to  the  ef- 
fect that,  upon  withdrawal  of  the  transcript 
from  the  clerk's  office,  he  could  not  tax 
costs  as  for  two  copies,  although  it  was 
used  by  both  parties,  which  throws  no  light 
on  the  main  proposition  in  the  case,  and  is 
therefore  omitted. 


A.   H.   HARGIS   et  at 

V. 

Watts  PARKER,  Judge,  et^ 

( Ky ) 

1.    The  avpreine  court  may  exercfae  Ita 


NoTB. — As  to  superintending  control  ef  su- 
perior over  Inferior  tribunals,  see  also.  In  this 
series,  State  ea  rel.  Fourth  Nat.  Bank  v.  John- 
son, 61  L.  R.  A.  33,  and  note^  and  Re  Barber 
Asphalt  Paving  Co.  67  L.  R.  A.  761. 

As  to  jurisdiction  of  crime  begun  in  one  state 
or  county  ana  consummated  In  another,  see 
also,  in  this  series,  Watt  v.  People,  1  L.  R.  A. 
403 ;  EcB  parte  McNeely,  15  L.  R.  A.  226 ;  and 
Graham  v.  People,  47  L.  R.  A.  781. 

As  to  crime  committed  by  shooting  across 
state  boundary,  see  State  v.  Hall,  28  L.  R.  A. 
59.  note. 

As  to  effect  of  prosecution  In  one  county 
to  bar  prosecution  In  another  countv.  wher«»  of- 
fense was  partly  consummated  in  both,  see  Cole 
man  ▼.  State,  64  L.  R.  A.  8UX^ 
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coBVtitntioBal  poorer  to  prevent  an 
Inferior  eonrt  from  exeeedlaar  Its 
Jurladietton,  before  the  question  of  Juris- 
diction has  been  presented  to  such  court, 
where  the  situation  disclosed  Is  such  that  to 
take  the  ordinary  course  would  be  of  itself 
to  subject  the  complaining  party  to  irre- 
mediable loss. 

S.  Tlie  anpreme  eonrt  baa  Jnriad lotion 
to  intervene  by  a  ivrit  of  prohibition 
to  stay  an  inferior  court  from  proceeding 
ont  of  its  Jurisdiction,  under  a  constitutional 
proTlsion  empowering  it  to  issue  such  writs 
aa  may  be  necessary  to  give  it  a  general 
control    of    inferior   Jurisdictions. 

S.  A  eonstitntional  riffht  to  trial  by 
Jury  of  tbe  vieinaffe  does  not  prevent 
the  trial  taking  place  in  either  county.  In 
case  a  crime  is  begun  in  one  and  consum- 
mated In  another. 

4.  Tbe  arrest  at  tbetr  oivn  tnatiara- 
tion,  for  tbe  purpose  of  preventinar  a 
trial  elsewbere,  of  persons  accused  of 
crime,  by  a  magistrate  of  the  county  where 
the  commission  of  the  crime  is  commenced, 
and  binding  them  over  to  await  the  action  of 
the  grand  Jury,  will  not  prevent  proceedings 
against  them  in  the  county  where  the  crime 
Is  consummated,  under  a  statute  providing 
that,  if  the  Jurisdiction  of  any  offense  be  in 
two  coonties,  the  accused  shall  be  tried  In 
the  county  In  which  he  is  first  arrested. 

B.  An  accessory  before  tbe  fact  to  a 
mnrder  in  'vrbich  tbe  -vronnd  is  in- 
Hicted  in  one  connty  and  tbe  injured 
peraon  dies  in  anotber  may  be  tried 
in  eltber  county,  although  his  acts  are 
committed  only  in  the  former,  under  statutes 
providing  that  accessories  shall  be  liable  to 
tbe  same  punishment  as  principals,  and  may 
be  prosecuted  Jointly  with  them,  and,  in  case 
of  a  crime  committed  Jointly  in  two  counties 
the  prosecution  may  be  in  either. 

(liarch  10,  1005.) 

APPLICATION  for  a  writ  of  prohibition 
to  restrain  defendant  from  taking  juris- 
diction of  an  indictment  charging  petitioners 
with  murder.    Denied. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Hanaa,  Jolin  M.  BteTaa- 
soa,  and  J.  J.  O.  Baoh,  with  Messrs.  J. 
Smltli  Hays,  Iiawls  MoQuown,  and 
Haaelriss  A  Haselrlffs,  for  petitioners: 

The  jurisdiction  of  this  court  attached  un- 
der the  averments  of  the  petition  in  this 
case. 

Com.  V.  Jones,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  867,  82  S. 
W.  643;  Const.  §  110;  Weaver  v.  Taney, 
107  Ky.  419,  60  L.  R.  A.  105,  54  S.  W.  732; 
Louisville  iQ  N.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Miller,  112  Ky. 
464,  66  6.  W.  6. 

If  every  friend  that  the  plaintiffs  have 
in  this  ease  had  gone  to  the  magistrate  at 
the  instance  of  the  plaintiffs,  and  implored 
him,  in  advance  of  any  actual  proceeding 
in  Fayette  county,  to  make  the  affidavit,  to 
issue  the  warrant  in  this  case ;  and  implored 
the  sheriff  to  execute  it;  and  implored  the 
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magistrate  to  grant  the  bail;  and  even  im- 
plored the  Breathitt  grand  jury  to  indict 
them, — still  it  would  and  could  have  been 
no  legal  fraud  on  the  commonwealth,  or  on 
the  jurisdiction  of  Fayette  county. 

The  justice,  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
charge,  had  the  undoubted  right  to  admit  to 
bail. 

Com.  V.  Kimherlain,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  43; 
Com.  V.  yimmo,  7  Ky.  L.  Rep.  286;  Viae  v. 
Com.  7  Ky.  L.  Rep.  742;  3  Enc.  PL  &  Pr.  p. 
200. 

While  the  court  would  not  sustain  the 
plea  of  action  pending  where  the  penalty 
was  wholly  inadequate,  yet  in  a  case  where 
the  penalty  is  fixed  by  law,  and  "the  of- 
fender cannot  lessen  it  by  misrepresenta- 
tion," it  will  be  upheld. 

Hamilton  v.  Williams,  1  Tyler   (Vt.)   15. 

If  the  jurisdiction  is  concurrent  in  two 
or  more  counties,  an  election  must  be  made 
by  somebody ;  and  it  is  clear,  if  the  common- 
wealth has  Dot  made  such  an  election  the  ac- 
cused may  do  so. 

State  V.  Casey,  44  N.  C.  (Busbee,  L.)*  200; 
State  V.  George,  53  Ind.  434. 

The  justice  of  the  peace  residing  nearest 
the  courthouse  had  jurisdiction  to  issue  the 
warrants  of  arrest  and  take  bail  bonds. 

Act  1886,  S  3,  Carroll's  Grim.  Code,  §  71; 
Act  1886,  I  8,  Carroll's  CriuL  Code,  I  71; 
Com.  V.  Kimherlain,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  43 ;  Creek- 
more  V.  Com.  5  Bush,  312;  Com.  v.  Nimmo, 
7  Ky.  L.  Rep.  286;  Vias  v.  Com.  7  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  742;  3  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  200;  State  v. 
George,  63  Ind.  434. 

The  section  of  the  Kentucky  statutes 
(1147)  under  which  jurisdiction  is  claimed 
for  Fayette  is  unconstitutional. 

Parker  v.  Com.  12  Bush,  104;  1  Bishop, 
Crim.  Law,  I  113;  United  States  v.  Guiteau, 
1  Mackey,  498,  47  Am.  Rep.  247:  Bill  of 
Rights,  §  11;  1  Ky.  Stat.  1706,  Littell,  p. 
472;  1  Bishop,  Crim.  Proc.  §  57,  subsec.  2; 
State  V.  Carter,  27  N.  J.  L.  499;  Riley  v. 
State,  0  Humph.  646. 

Messrs.  J,  R.  Allen,  K.  B.  Hays,  O.  SL 
Morris,  J.  R.  Morton,  A.  F.  Bjrrd,  and 
B.  R.  Jonett  for  respondent. 

O'Roar,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  respondent  the  Honorable  Watts 
Parker  is  the  judge  of  the  twenty- second 
judicial  district  of  Kentucky,  comprising 
Fayette  county.  The  plaintiffs  were  indicted 
by  the  grand  jury  of  Fayette  county, 
charged  with  the  murder  of  James  Cockrill. 
A  bench  warrant  issued  upon  the  indict- 
ment, and  was  about  to  be  served  upon  the 
plaintiffs  in  this  proceeding,  when  they  ap- 
peared in  this  court,  and  asked  that  a  writ 
of  prohibition  issue  against  the  respondent 
Parker  to  prevent  his  taking  or->exercising 
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jurisdiction  over  the  persons  of  the  plain- 
tiffs. The  facts  upon  which  the  application 
is  based  are  that  James  Cockrill  was  shot 
and  wounded  in  Breathitt  county,  this  state, 
in  July,  1902.  He  was  immediately  con- 
veyed to  Fayette  county  for  treatment  of 
his  wound,  but  shortly  thereafter  died  in 
Fayette  county.  He  was  shot  and  killed, 
it  is  alleged,  by  Curtis  Jett,  who  has  since 
been  tried  and  convicted  of  the  crime,  and 
sentenced  to  death.  Jett  was  indicted  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Breathitt  county,  though 
he  was  tried  in  Harrison  county  upon  a 
change  of  venue.  The  claim  of  the  plaintiffs 
is  that,  as  alleged  by  the  state,  they  were 
accessories  before  the  fact  to  the  murder, 
and  that  their  acts,  if  done  as  claimed,  were 
committed  wholly  in  Breathitt  county;  that 
on  December  3,  1004,  warrants  were  issued 
against  the  plaintiffs  by  one  James  W.  Ed- 
wards, a  justice  of  the  peace  for  Breathitt 
<Jounty,  charging  them  with  this  murder. 
They  were  arrested  upon  the  warrants,  car- 
ried before  the  magistrate,  and  were  by  him 
held  over  to  answer  such  indictment  as  the 
grand  jury  might  find  against  them,  and 
were  in  the  meantime  released  upon  bail. 
On  January  24,  1905,  the  Fayette  county 
grand  jury  returned  the  indictment  char- 
ging the  plaintiffs  with  the  same  murder 
in  that  county,  and  it  is  under  this  last- 
named  indictment  that  the  Fayette  court  is 
proposing  to  take  jurisdiction  of  the  plain- 
tiffs and  to  try  the  case.  Sin6e  January  24, 
1905,  and  in  fact  since  the  original  petition 
was  filed  in  this  court,  the  grand  jury  of 
Breathitt  county  has  been  convened  in  reg- 
ular session,  has  examined  into  the  alleged 
murder  of  James  Cockrill,  and  has  returned 
in  that  court  several  indictments  charging 
the  plaintiffs  with  the  murder  of  Cockrill. 
Upon  these  facts  the  plaintiffs  assert  that 
the  authorities  of  Breathitt  county  first  took 
jurisdiction  of  the  offense  and  of  the  per- 
sons of  the  accused,  and  thereby  affixed  the 
exclusive  jurisdiction  to  try  them  in  the 
courts  of  that  county.  It  is  also  contended 
by  plaintiffs  that  the  provision  of  the  stat- 
utes and  Code  of  this  state  allowing  a 
trial  to  be  had  in  either  county  where  any 
part  of  an  offense  may  have  been  committed 
is  violative  of  the  Constitution. 

Judge  Parker  disclaims  any  intent  or  pur- 
pose in  the  proceeding  other  than  to  dis- 
charge his  official  duty  as  he  sees  it.  The 
•commonwealth  of  Kentucky,  at  the  request 
of  the  attorney  general  and  of  the  common- 
wealth's attorney  of  the  twenty-second 
judicial  district,  was  allowed  to  be  made  a 
party  defendant,  and  has  defended  this  suit. 
The  contentions  of  the  commonwealth  are  as 
follows:  (1)  That  the  writ  should  not  be 
issued  until  the  petitioners  have  first  ap- 
plied to  the  circuit  court  and  had  the 
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question  of  its  jurisdiction  passed  on  by 
that  court.  (2)  That  under  the  statutes 
of  this  state  Fayette  and  Breathitt  coun- 
ties have  concurrent  jurisdiction  of  the  of- 
fense charged  in  the  indictment,  and  that 
the  county  where  proceedings  were  first  be- 
gun takes  the  exclusive  jurisdiction.  (3) 
That  proceedings  were  first  begun  in  Fay- 
ette county.  (4)  That  the  alleged  pro- 
ceedings in  Breathitt  county  previous  to  the 
indictment  returned  in  January  are  a  myth; 
or,  if  in  fact  had,  were  the  result  of  collu- 
sion between  the  accused  and  the  officers,  in- 
cluding the  examining  magistrate,  were  or- 
iginated for  the  fraudulent  purpose  of  pre- 
venting any  prosecution,  and  were  never  in- 
tended to  have  been  made  public  except  as 
a  defense  to  the  jurisdiction  of  Fayette 
counfy. 

The  110th  section  of  the  Constitution  of 
Kentucky  reads:  "The  court  of  appeals  shall 
have  appellate  jurisdiction  only,  which  shall 
be  coextensive  with  the  state,  under  such 
restrictions  and  regulations,  not  repugnant 
to  this  Constitution,  as  may  from  time  to 
time  be  prescribed  by  law.  Said  court  shall 
have  power  to  issue  such  writs  as  may  be 
necessary  to  give  it  a  general  control  of  in- 
ferior jurisdictions."  The  last  sentence  was 
not  in  any  previous  Constitution  of  this 
state.  From  that  fact,  and  inasmuch  as  it 
had  been  held  under  the  former  Constitu- 
tions that  this  court  might  issue  the  com- 
mon-law writ  of  prohibition  against  any  in- 
ferior court  proceeding  out  of  its  jurisdic- 
tion {Arnold  v.  Shields,  5  Dana,  18,  30  Am. 
Dec.  669;  Sasseen  v.  Hammond^  18  B.  Mon. 
673),  provided  this  court  had  appellate 
jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter,  it  was 
said  that  the  last  sentence  of  §  110  of  the 
Constitution  "seems  to  have  been  intended 
.  .  .  to  give  to  the  court  of  appeals 
plenary  power  to  issue  writs  in  every  case 
when  necessary  to  give  it  general  control 
of  inferior  jurisdictions."  Ifindmav  v. 
Toney,  97  Ky.  413,  30  S.  W.  1008.  Ordi- 
narily, this  court  might  well  refuse  to  issue 
the  writ  before  the  question  of  jurisdiction 
had  been  made  in  the  lower  court,  for  it 
might  be  presumed  that  until  that  court  had 
proceeded  out  of  its  jurisdiction,  or  had 
evinced  by  an  order  of  court  that  it  proposed 
doing  so,  it  would  not,  or,  at  any  rate,  that 
the  complainant  was  not  injured,  nor 
threatened  with  injury  till  then.  But  this 
is  not  necessarily  so  in  all  cases.  If  the 
situation  disclosed  be  such  as  that  to  take 
the  ordinary  course  would  be  of  itself  to 
subject  the  complainant  to  irreparable  loss, 
the  writ  should  issue  without  the  objections 
havinpf  been  made  below.  The  matter  of 
judicial  courtesy  should  yield  to  substantial 
personal  rights  of  litigants,  such  as  a  sacri- 
fice of  their  liberty.    If  it  be  true  that  the 
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Fayette  court  is  proceeding  without  juris- 
diction, it  is  not  substantial  justice  that  it 
should  be  allowed  to  take  the  bodies  of  the 
complainants,  confine  them  in  jail  without 
bail,  as  it  might  do  at  its  discretion,  subject 
the  parties  to  enormous  expense  in  defending 
the  case,  even  if  it  went  no  further  than  a 
trial  of  the  question  of  jurisdiction,  and  say 
to  them,  "Your  remedy  is  solely  by  appeal 
if  you  have  been  wronged."  We  think  the 
section  of  the  Constitution,  though  it  be 
deemed  only  declaratory  of  the  common  law 
on  the  subject,  confers  the  power  and  juris- 
diction on  this  court  to  intervene  by  the  writ 
of  prohibition  to  stay  the  inferior  courts  of 
the  state  from  proceeding  out  of  their  juris- 
diction. It  may  issue  whether  or  not  there 
is  an  appeal.  Whether  it  ought  to  issue  in 
advance  of  the  decision  of  the  lower  court, 
or  whether  the  party  will  be  left  to  his  rem- 
edy by  appeal,  will  depend  on  whether  that 
remedy  is  given,  and  whether  it  is  adequate 
or  not.  This  court  will  be  slow  to  use  the 
writ  where  there  is  an  appeal,  but  its  valu- 
able office  to  the  citizen  who  is  being  op- 
pressed by  imlawful  assumption  of  judicial 
authority  will  not  be  limited  by  set  rules. 
It  is  believed  the  general  principles  regulat- 
ing the  use  of  this  writ  are  so  well  estab- 
lished and  understood  that  it  is  unnecessary 
to  further  define  them. 

It  is  not  an  open  question  in  this  state 
whether  an  offense  committed  partly  in  two 
counties  may  be  tried  in  either.  Whatever 
may  have  be^n  the  common-law  rule,  though 
it  seems  to  have  been  substantially  as  now 
declared  by  our  statute,  legislation  in  this 
state  has  settled  it,  unless  it  be  said  that 
the  Ck>nstitution  is  violated  thereby.  Section 
1147,  Ky.  Stat.  1903,  provides:  "If  a  mortal 
wound,  or  other  violence  or  injury,  be  in- 
flicted, or  poison  be  administered,  in  one 
county  or  corporation,  and  death  ensues  in 
•another,  the  offense  may  be  prosecuted  in 
♦•ither."  And  §  21  of  the  Criminal  Code  of 
Practice  provides :  "If  an  offense  be  commit- 
ted partly  in  one  and  partly  in  another 
county,  or  if  acts  and  their  effects  consti- 
tnting  an  offense  occur  in  different  coun- 
ties, the  jurisdiction  is  in  either  county." 
If  such  was  the  common  law — ^as  we  think 
it  was — "a  jury  of  the  vicinage,"  at  com- 
mon law,  was  a  jury  selected  from  the  neigh- 
borhood of  the  crime,  which  might  be  either 
county  where  it  was  in  part  committed. 
Com.  V.  Jones,  26  Ky.  L.  Rep.  867,  82  S.  W. 
643.  It  has  always  been  understood  that 
the  right  to  trial  by  a  "jury  of  the  vicinage" 
was  subject  to  certain. necessary  exceptions, 
such  as  chani^s  of  venue,  and  the  like.  Par- 
ker V.  Com.  12  Bush,  191;  Adkins  v.  Com. 
98  Ky.  539,  32  L.  R.  A.  108,  33  S.  W.  948; 
Smith  V.  Com,  108  Ky.  53,  55  S.  W.  718. 
This  was  held  to  be  the  law  unuer  the  old 
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Constitution,  before  the  provision  found  in 
§  11  of  the  present  Constitution  was  adopt- 
ed. Com,  V.  Davidson,  91  Ky.  162,  15  S.  W. 
53.  As  it  is  admitted  that  the  shot  that 
killed  Cockrill  was  fired  in  Breathitt  coun- 
ty, and  that  his  death  from  the  wound  oc- 
curred within  one  year  and  a  day  thereafter 
in  Fayette  county,  they  each  had  concur- 
rent jurisdiction  of  the  crime.  Manifestly, 
the  courts  of  two  counties  could  not  try 
the  same  defendants  for  the  same  offense. 
There  must  be  a  time  when  the  jurisdiction 
of  one  county  becomes  exclusive  and  that  of 
the  other  county  is  lost.  Section  24,  Crim. 
Code  Prac,  is:  "If  the  jurisdiction  of  an 
offense  be  in  two  or  more  counties,  the  de- 
fendant shall  be  tried  in  the  county  in  which 
he  is  first  arrested,  unless  an  indictment  for 
the  offense  be  pending  in  another  county." 
A  literal  application  of  the  last  section 
might  lead  to  absurdities  certainly  never 
contemplated  in  the  purpose  of  its  enact- 
ment. It  was  so  held  in  Massie  v.  Com.  90 
Ky.  485,  14  S.  W.  419.  Horse  stealing  is 
punishable  by  statute  in  the  county  where 
the  horse  may  be  stolen,  or  in  any  county 
into  which  it  may  be  carried.  Massie  took 
a  horse  in  Montgomery  county,  and  carried 
it  into  Bourbon.  At  the  instance  of  the 
Montgomery  county  authorities,  and  before 
an  indictment  in  that  coimty  or  elsewhere, 
they  caused  him  to  be  arrested  in  Bourbon, 
and  brought  back  to  Montgomery,  for  trial, 
where  he  was  convicted.  He  relied  on  §  24, 
Crim.  Code  Prac,  in  bar  of  the  jurisdiction 
of  the  Montgomery  court.  It  would  seem 
that  literally  his  objection  was  well  taken. 
But  this  court  said:  "This  provision  was 
not  inserted  in  the  Code  for  the  benefit  of 
the  criminal,  but  to  prevent  a  conflict  of 
jurisdiction  in  cases  where  it  belonged  to 
more  than  one  county."  It  is  conceded,  as  it 
must  be  under  the  statute  quoted,  and  the 
decisions  of  this  court,  if  adhered  to,  that, 
where  two  or  more  counties  have  concurrent 
jurisdiction  of  an  offense  committed  partly 
in  each  of  them,  no  substantial  legal  right 
of  the  accused  can  be  invaded  whether  one 
or  the  other  takes  cognizance  of  the  matter. 
So  long  as  the  accused  is  not  put  in  jeopardy 
by  the  proceedings  in  both  counties,  it  can- 
not be  the  subject  of  complaint  from  him 
which  of  them  takes  the  jurisdiction  and 
proceeds  with  his  trial,  so  long  as  only  one 
does  so. 

Tlie  fact  may  be  accepted  as  established 
by  the  proof  in  this  case  that  Magistrate  Ed- 
wards issued  warrants  against  plaintiffs  on 
December  3,  1904,  charging  them  with  the 
murder  of  James  Cockrill.  It  may  also  be 
accepted  as  established,  for  the  purposes  of 
this  hearing,  that  the  accused  were  arrested 
or  voluntarily  surrendered  themselves  to  the 
custody  of  the  magistrate,  who  signed  an 
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order  committing  them  to  the  circuit  court 
of  Breathitt  county  for  examination  of  the 
charge  by  the  grand  jury  of  that  county,  and 
that  they  executed  bonds  for  their  appear- 
ance before  that  court.  It  is  contended  for 
the  commonwealth,  though, — and  this  is  the 
main  question  presented  for  deci8ion,-^that 
these  proceedings  are  void.  For  the  plaintiffs 
the  argument  is  that,  whatever  may  have 
been  the  motives  of  the  officers  of  Breathitt 
county,  or  however  their  action  might  have 
been  induced,  the  fact  is  that,  having  juris- 
diction to  do  what  was  done,  the  accused  are 
actually  bound  by  the  proceedings,  and,  the 
law's  machinery  being  set  in  motion,  under 
I  24,  Grim.  Code  Prac.,  the  jurisdiction  of 
Breathitt  county  becomes  exclusive.  The 
court  has  oome  to  the  conclusion,  upon  the 
evidence  before  it,  that  the  arrests  of  the 
plaintiffs  in  Breathitt  county  were  procured 
upon  their  own  instigation,  or  tliat  of  some 
of  them  acting  for  all,  with  the  design  not 
to  have  a  trial  of  the  charge  there  or  else- 
where, but  as  a  cloak  to  prevent  the  trial 
elsewhere.  If  such  be  not  the  fact,  the  plain- 
tiffs are  peculiarly  unfortunate  in  the  mat- 
ter of  certain  coincidences  sho^i^n  in  the 
proof,  as  well  as  certain  discrepancies  be- 
tween the  record  of  the  squire's  proceedings 
and  the  admitted  truth.  Being  of  this  opin- 
ion as  to  the  facts,  the  question  recurs,  Do 
the  proceedings  in  Breathitt  before  the  ex- 
amining magistrate  confer  exclusive  juris- 
diction of  the  plaintiffs  on  the  courts  of  that 
county?  A  judgment  of  a  court  may  be  a 
punishment  or  it  may  be  a  protection.  It 
may  or  may  not  be  a  bar,  according  to 
whether  he  who  relies  on  it  is  in  a  position 
to  do  80.  If  it  be  obtained  by  fraud,  the 
one  procuring  it  ought  not  to  be  permitted 
to  use  it  as  a  protection.  That  would  be 
to  allow  one  to  profit  by  his  own  fraud, 
which  is  a  doctrine  repugnant  to  the  law, 
and  wholly  untenable  by  any  kind  of  right 
thinking.  It  is  said  that  the  commonwenlth 
has  acted  in  the  matter  in  Breathitt 
through  her  legally  constituted  officers, 
whose  authority  is  as  complete  to  bind  the 
commonwealth  as  is  that  of  the  officers  of 
Fayette  or  any  other  county.  If  the  com- 
monwealth is  bound,  it  is  upon  principles 
analogous  to  agency  that  he  who  sets  another 
to  do  his  business  is  bound  by  such  agent's 
acts  within  the  scope  of  his  authority; 
which  is  as  it  shodld  be.  But  there  is  a 
necessary  exception  to  that  rule,  which  is,  if 
the  agent,  in  fraud  of  his  principal,  colludes 
with  his  opponent,  so  that,  instead  of  acting 
for  his  principal,  he  becomes  the  tool  or  ac- 
complice of  the  opponent,  then  the  princi- 
pal ought  not  to  be  bound  by  his  agent's 
acts;  nor  is  he.  As  between  two  persons, 
this  is  undeniably  the  law.  The  state  will 
not  be  given  less  consideration  in  matters  of 
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public  conoem  than  any  individual.  The- 
courts  which  administer  the  law  may  protect 
their  own  jurisdictions  from  machinations^ 
from  palpable  subterfugss  intended  merely 
to  defeat  their  jurisdiction.  The  sovereignty 
of  the  law  depends  upon  the  power  of 
the  courts  to  maintain  the  integrity  of  their 
jurisdiction  against  mere  devices  that  would 
defeat  them.  Judgments  obtained  by  extrin- 
sic fraud  ought  not  to  bind  anybody  not  a 
party  to  the  fraud.  They  ought  to  be  and 
are  subject  to  impeachment  either  by  direct 
or  collateral  attack.  This  is  so  although  the 
court  rendering  them  had  jurisdiction  of  the- 
subject-matter.  Orignon  v.  Astor,  2  How^ 
319,  11  L.  ed.  283;  Vnited  States  v.  Throck- 
morton, 98  U.  S.  68,  25  L,  ed.  96;  Cole  v. 
Cunningham,  133  U.  S.  112,  33  L.  ed.  541, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  269;  Brunk  v.  Means,  11  B. 
Mon.  214;  Talbott  v.  Todd,  5  Dana,  190.  In 
Carrington  v.  Com.  78  Ky.  83,  the  accused 
was  indicted  for  a  violation  of  the  liquor 
laws.  His  offense  was  a  misdemeanor.  A 
statute  provided  that,  "whenever  any  person^ 
shall  be  lodged  in  jail,  in  default  of  bail,, 
being  charged  with  a  misdemeanor/'  whether 
under  an  indictment  or  not,  the  judge  of 
the  quarterly  court,  the  circuit  court  not  be- 
ing in  session,  had  jurisdiction  to  try  the 
case.  The  defendant  surrendered  to  the  jail- 
er, failed  to  give  bond,  and  was  brought  be- 
fore the  quarterly  court,  tried,  convicted^ 
and  fined.  Notwithstanding,  the  circuit 
court  proceeded  afterwards  to  try  him  under 
the  same  indictment,  rejecting  his  plea  of 
former  conviction  in  bar.  This  court  said: 
"The  circuit  court  properly  refused  to  per- 
mit its  jurisdiction  to  be  ousted,  and  to  al- 
low the  prisoner,  by  a  device  so  transparent, 
to  choose  the  tribunal  in  which  he  would  be 
tried.  A  judgment  of  acquittal  thus  pro- 
cured was  not  a  bar,  and  was  properly  dis- 
regarded." Plaintiffs  seek  to  distinguish 
Carr%ngton*s  Case  from  this  one  upon  the- 
suggestion  that  the  quarterly  court  had  not 
jurisdiction  of  the  case,  because  Carrington 
was  not  in  fact  in  jail,  but  was  simply  in  the- 
custody  of  the  jailer.  The  court,  however, 
did  not  rest  its  decision  upon  that  feature- 
of  the  case.  It  was  referred  to  only  as  in- 
dicating a  lack  of  good  faith  in  the  matter. 
The  court  said:  "The  evidence  in  this  case 
shows  that  the  prisoner  never  was  committed 
to  jail,  nor  was  he  in  good  faith  committed 
to  the  custody  of  the  jailer."  From  this  it 
appears  that,  had  the  defendant  been  in  good 
faith  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  jailer. 
it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  have 
gone  through  the  idle  form  of  locking  and 
unlocking  the  jail  door.  Emphasis  was  laid 
upon  the  lack  of  good  faith  in  the  defend- 
ant's surrendering  himself  to  the  jailer's 
custody  in  this  language:  "Whatever  was 
done  toward  bringing  the  case  within  the- 
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letter  of  the  statute  was  evidently  done,  not 
to  avoid  the  imprisonment  of  the  defend- 
ant, but  to  secure  a  trial  before  the  county 
jadge.  .  .  .  The  evidence  in  this  case 
shows  conclusively  that  the  surrender  of  the 
prisoner  to  the  jailer  was  merely  formal,  and 
merely  with  the  design  to  give  the  quarter- 
ly judge  jurisdiction,  and  not  for  the  safe- 
keeping of  the  prisoner,  or  because  he  was 
either  unable  to  give  bail  or  unwilling  to  do 
80,  except  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  his 
case  within  the  statute."  Of  all  this  the 
court  said:  *^t  is  to  be  treated  as  if  the 
prisoner  had  procured  himself  to  be  accused, 
arrested,  and  tried,  and  then  attempted  to 
plead  the  judgment  thus  obtained  in  bar; 
for,  although  he  had  been  regularly  indicted, 
he  procured  a  trial  in  the  quarterly  court 
by  a  fraud  upon  the  statute  giving  that 
court  jurisdiction."  In  applying  that  de- 
cision to  this  case,  it  follows,  a  fortiori,  that 
one  accused  of  a  crime  cannot  procure  him- 
self to  be  arrested  and  bound  over  under 
form  of  law  to  give  jurisdiction  to  a  coun- 
ty of  his  preference,  in  fraud  of  the  right  of 
the  prosecuting  officers  acting  in  good  faith 
to  fix  it  elsewhere,  if  they  choose  to  do  so 
in  the  interest  of  a  fair  trial.  The  position 
of  this  court  on  this  subject  appears  to  be  in 
harmony  -with  the  trend  of  authority  else- 
where. State  V.  Colvin,  11  Humph.  699,  54 
Am.  Dec.  60;  Watkina  v.  State,  68  Ind.  427, 
34  Am.  Rep.  273;  Com.  v.  Dasoom,  111  Mass. 
404;  State  v.  Simpson,  28  Minn.  66,  41  Am. 
Rep.  270,  9  N.  W.  78.  No  reflection  can  be 
indulged  against  the  judge  and  prosecuting 
attorney  of  the  Breathitt  circuit  court.  Their 
fitness  and  willingness  to  enforce  the  law  is 
in  no  sense  involved.  This  case,  as  made  up 
on  the  trial,  has  to  do  solely  with  what  oc- 
curred before  the  prosecution  took  any  form 
in  the  Breathitt  circuit  court.  In  view  of 
the  language  of  S  24  of  the  Criminal  Code 
of  Practice,  the  case  is  resting  upon  the 
bona  fides  of  the  alleged  prior  arrest  in 
Breathitt  county.  If  that  was  not,  properly 
speaking,  an  arrest  of  the  accused,  then,  as 
the  Fayette  circuit  court  first  indicted  them 
for  the  offense  of  murdering  James  Cockrill.. 
it  took  jurisdiction  of  the  matter  by  virtue 
of  §  24  of  the  Criminal  Code  of  Practice,  to 
the  exclusion  of  the  Breathitt  circuit  court. 
The  final  contention  of  the  plaintiffs  is 
that  they  are  charged  as  accessories  before 
the  fact  to  the  murder  of  Cockrill,  and.  as 
their  alleged  acts  are  admitted  to  have  been 
done  in  Breathitt  county,  under  the  author- 
ity of  Tull^  ▼.  Com.  13  Bush,  142,  that 
county  alone  has  jurisdiction  to  try  thom. 
Tolly  was  accused  as  accessory  after  the  fact 
to  a  murder  committed  in  Scott  county.  The 
Scott  court  was  held  to  be  without  jurisdic- 
tion, as  the  act  of  1796  (1  Stat.  Laws,  530) , 
held  in  that  case  not  to  have  been  repealed. 
69  L.  It.  A. 


but  expressly  continued  in  force  by  the  Re- 
vised Statutes  then  in  effect,  provided:  "An 
accessory  to  a  murder  or  felony  committed 
shall  be  examined  by  the  court  of  that  coun- 
ty and  tried  by  the  court  in  whose  jurisdic- 
tion he  became  accessory,  and  shall  answer 
upon  his  arraignment,  and  receive  such  judg- 
ment, order,  execution,  pains,  and  penalties 
as  is  used  in  other  cases  ...  of  fel- 
ony." But  the  saving  clause  contained  in 
the  Revised  Statutes,  which  continued  the 
practice  provided  by  the  act  of  1796,  is  not 
in  the  present  statutes  or  Code  of  Practice. 
Section  3  of  the  present  Criminal  Code  of 
Practice  reads :  "All  laws  coming  within  the 
purview  of  this  act  shall  become  repealed 
when  this  act  goes  into  effect,  except  as 
provided  in  the  preceding  section."  (The 
preceding  section  relates  alone  to  prosecu- 
tion begun  before  January  1,  1877.)  The 
Criminal  Code  of  Practice  regulates  the  trial 
of  all  criminal  prosecutions.  But  it  does 
not  contain  the  provision  from  the  act  of 
1796  just  quoted.  Section  1128,  Ky.  Stat. 
1903,  provides:  "In  all  felonies,  accessories 
before  the  fact  shall  be  liable  to  the  same 
punishment  as  principals,  and  may  be  prose- 
cuted jointly  with  principals,  or  severally, 
though  the  principals  be  not  taken  or  tried, 
unless  otherwise  provided  in  this  chapter.* 
This  section  is  found  under  the  title  of 
Crimes  and  Punishments,  in  Kentucky  stat- 
utes (Barbour),  which  this  court  declared 
in  Buohannon  v.  Com.  95  Ky,  334,  25  S.  W. 
265,  "to  be  a  complete  system  of  statutory 
law  relating  to  crimes  and  punishments,  and, 
as  a  consequence,  to  supersede  or  repeal  all 
existing  statutes  on  that  subject."  If  acces- 
sories before  the  fact  can  be  indicted  jointly 
with  principals,  and  if  the  principals  could 
be  indicted  in  Fayette,  the  accessory  before 
the  fact  c6u\d  also  be  indicted  and  tried 
there,  although  his  act  may  have  been  com- 
mitted elsewhere.  It  follows  that  the  pres- 
ent statute  and  the  act  of  1796  are  incom- 
patible in  their  provisions,  and  the  latter 
must  of  necessity  supersede  the  former.  In 
Com.  V.  Parker,  108  Ky.  673,  57  S.  W.  484, 
this  precise  question  arose.  The  accessory 
before  the  fact,  whose  sole  connection  with 
the  crime  was  shown  to  have  been  in  Kenton 
county,  was  indicted  and  tried  in  Jefferson 
county.  The  court  said:  "We  do  not  desire 
to  go  further  than  is  necessary  to  decide  the 
question  here  presented ;  i.  e.,  that  an  acces- 
sory before  the  fact,  who  devises  in  one  coun- 
ty a  scheme  to  commit  a  crime  in  another, 
thereafter  actually  committed,  or  who  in  one 
county  procures  the  commission  of  a  crime 
in  another,  is,  under  §  21  of  the  Code,  prop- 
erly triable  in  either  county." 

Tlie  court  is  of  opinion  that  the  Fayette 
circuit  court  has  now  exclusive  jur|sdictio] 
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to  try  the  case  made  by  the  indictment  re- 
turned by  the  grand  jury,  and  that  the  pro- 
ceedings before  Justice  of  the  Peace  Edwards 
are  a  nullity  in  so  far  as  they  attempt  to 
confer  jurisdiction  upon  the  courts  of 
Breathitt  county.     The  application  for  the 


writ  of  prohibition  againet  the  judge  of  the 
Fayette  Circuit  Court  ie  coneequently  de- 
nied. The  temporary  writ  heretofore  is- 
sued is  discharged. 

Oantrill,  J.,  did  not  sit. 


LOUISIANA  SUPREME  COURT. 


City  of  CROWLEY 
M.  ELLSWORTH.  Appt. 


(. 


.La.. 


.) 


*1.  On  «n  appeal  coming  to  thiu  eonrt 
■olelr  under  the  ffrant  of  Jurisdiction 

to  this  court  over  suits  Involving  the  con- 
stitutionality or  legality  of  a  fine  or  penalty 
imposed  by  a  municipal  corporation,  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  the  facts  were  sufficient  to 
justify  the  conviction  of  the  appellant  can- 
not be  considered. 

2.  An  ordinance  i«  not  informal  or  11- 
leHral  because  the  cause  or  reasons  of  its 
enactment  are  not  given*  nor  because  it 
punishes  as  a  nuisance  what  neither  by  it 
nor  by  another  ordinance  Is  expressly  de- 
clared to  be  such. 

8.  An  ordinance  ifvltlcb  applies  alike 
to  all  peniona,  firms,  or  corporations  en- 
gaged in  the  business  legislated  against  is 
not  discriminatory. 

4.  Antliorlty  to  a  mnnldpal  corpora- 
tion to  reicnlate  tbe  atoraare  of  com- 
bvstlble  and  inflammable  materials  in- 
cludes authority  to  prohibit  the  storage  of 
refined  and  other  explosive  oils  within  the 
corporate  limits ;  and  an  ordinance  so  pro- 
viding Is  not  unreasonable. 

5.  A  special  ordinance  ff ranting  to  a 
particular  person  permission  to 
store  refined  oils  within  the  corporati* 
limits  of  a  town  is  repealed  by  a  subsequent 
general  ordinance,  applicable  to  all  persons 
alike,  making  such  storage  of  oils  a  criminal 
ofTense. 

6.  TbonRli  an  ordinance  prohlbltlnar 
tlie  Blorajre  of  explosive  oils  In  larire 
anantltles  vrltbin  tlie  corporate  lim- 
its happens  to  have  the  effect  of  putting  an 
end  to  a  business,  and  of  rendering  valueless 
certain  structures  used  In  connection  with  the 
bupinoHs.  its  enforcomont  will  not  constitute 
a  depriving  of  property  without  doe  process 
of  law,  when  the  circumstances  justified  Us 
adoption  as  a  police  regulation. 

(February  27,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Crowley  City   Court  convicting 
him    of   violating    a    municipal    ordinance. 
Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

•Headnotes  by  Pbovostt,  J. 


NoTK. — As  to  ordinances  regulating  the  stor- 
age of  oil  within  corporate  limits,  see  also,  in 
this  series,  Richmond  v.   Dudley.    10  L.  R.   A. 
187.   13  L.  R.  A.  587. 
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Messrs.  Medlenka  A  Tayliir,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

Before  any  lawful  business  can  be  prohib- 
ited or  regulated  by  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion, it  must  first  be  shown  to  be  and  de- 
clared to  be  a  nuisanoe. 

WatersPieroe  Oil  Co,  ▼.  New  Iberia,  47 
La.  Ann.  863,  17  So.  343:  Dill.  Mim.  Corp.  p. 
454. 

A  particular  law  is  not  repealed  by  a  gen- 
eral law,  unless  the  two  are  so  repugnant 
that  they  cannot  stand  together  under  any 
circumstances. 

State  v.  Callac,  45  La.  Ann.  27,  12  So. 
119;  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  last  ed.  p.  216; 
Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  87 ;  Bond  v.  Hiestand,  20 
La.  Ann.  140 ;  State  em  reU  Carcass  v.  First 
Diet.  Judge,  32  La.  Ann.  723;  Concordia  y. 
Natchez,  R.  River  d  T.  R.  Co.  44  La.  Ann. 
613,  10  So.  809;  Johnston  y.  Pilsier,  4  Rob. 
(La.)   77. 

Where  the  law  enables  a  corporation  to 
make  by-laws  or  ordinances  in  certain  cases 
and  for  certain  purposes,  its  power  of  legis- 
lation is  limited  to  the  cases  and  objects 
specified,  all  others  being  excluded  by  im- 
plication. 

Veu)  Orleans  v.  Philippi,  9  La.  Ann.  44; 
Crowley  v.  West,  62  La.  Ann.  631,  47  L.  R. 
A.  662,  78  Am.  St.  Rep.  366,  27  So.  53;  1 
Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  H  379. 

In  order  to  hold  an  officer  or  agent  crimi- 
nally liable  individually  for  an  offense  com- 
mitted by  the  corporation,  or  by  its  officers 
or  agentis,  it  must  be  shown  that  he  had 
some  actual,  personal  connection  with  the 
illegal  acts  charged. 

21  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  806. 

The  power  vested  by  legislation  in  a  cor- 
poration to  make  ordinances  for  ils  own 
government  does  not  give  the  power  to  en- 
large, diminish,  or  vary  its  powers  by  ita 
ordinances. 

Thompson  v.  Roe,  22  How.  422,  16  L.  ed. 
387 ;  Thomas  v.  Richmond,  12  Wall.  349,  20 
L.  ed.  453;  New  Orleans  v.  Ursuline  Nuns^ 
2  La.  Ann.  611. 

Mr.  Tliomas  R.  Smitl^  for  appellee: 

Officers,  directors,  or  agents  of  a  corpora- 
tion participating  in  a  violation  of  law  in 
the  conduct  of  the  company's  business  may 
be  held  criminally  liable  individually  there- 
for. 
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21  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  896; 
Clark,  Crim.  Law,  p.  102. 

One  indicted  for  a  nuisance  cannot  defend 
on  the  ground  that  he  acted  as  the  agent  of 
another  in  maintaining  the  nuisance. 

21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  712; 
Williatns  v.  Hendricks,  115  Ala.  277,  41 
L.  R.  A.  657,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  32,  22  So.  439. 

Under  power  to  pass  an  ordinance  if 
necessary,  the  necessity  for  its  enactment, 
being  implied  from  its  mere  passage,  need 
not  be  recited  in  the  ordinance,  nor  averred 
in  proceedings  to  enforce  it. 

Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  p.  395,  note  2. 

An  ordinance  need  not  recite  the  authori- 
ty under  which  it  is  enacted. 

Elliott,  Mun.  Corp.  p.  183. 

The  mere  fact  that  an  ordinance,  general 
in  its  application,  injures  in  a  peculiar  way 
a  particular  individual,  will  not  authorize 
the  courts  to  presume  that  it  was  executed 
for  the  purpose  of  annoying  him  and  de- 
priving him  of  his  rights,  and,  for  that  rea- 
son, to  declare  it  void. 

17  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  253. 

The  regulation  of  petroleum  and  other  in- 
flammatory substances  is  not  the  taking  of 
private  property  without  due  process  of 
law;  nor  is  it  in  restraint  of  trade. 

Waters-Pieroe  Oil  Co.  v.  New  Iheria,  47 
La.  Ann.  863,  17  So.  343;  17  Am.  A  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  249,  note;  Dill.  Mun. 
Corp.  4th  ed.  p.  396,  note  2;  Elliott,  Mun. 
Corp.  p.  202. 

PTow€Mity»  J^  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendant  is  the  local  agent  of  the 
Waters-Pierce  Oil  Company,  of  Missouri, 
which  company  does  a  wholesale  oil  busi- 
ness in  the  city  of  Crowley.  In  April, 
1898,  said  company  obtained  permission 
from  the  city  council  "t#  construct  and 
erect  three  iron  storage  tanks"  at  a  desig- 
nated place  within  the  corporate  limits,  "for 
the  purpose  of  storing  illuminating,  lubri- 
cating, and  other  oils  for  the  sale  and 
supply  of  the  demand  in  the  town  of  Crowley 
and  vicinity."  In  July,  1904,  the  city 
council  adopted  an  ordinance  providing  that 
"hereafter  it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any 
person,  firm,  or  corporation  to  keep  on  their 
premises  or  in  storage  tanks  within  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  city  of  Crowley,  at 
any  one  time,  more  than  two  barrels  of 
gasoline,  coal  oil,  or  other  refined  oils  of 
an  explosive  nature,"  and  punishing  by 
fine  of  not  less  than  $5,  nor  more  than  $100, 
or  by  imprisonment  in  the  city  jail  for  not 
less  than  two  nor  more  than  thirty  days, 
any  violation  of  the  ordinance.  Defendant 
was  prosecuted  and  convicted  in  the  city 
court  for  a  violation  of  the  ordinance,  was 
fined  $100,  and  he  has  appealed. 
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His  first  contention  is  that  the  city  au- 
thorities have  hold  of  the  wrong  man; 
that  he  is  a  mere  employee  executing  orders, 
and  therefore  not  responsible.  With  this 
defense  this  court  has  nothing  to  do.  The 
case  comes  here  under  the  provision  of  the 
Constitution  granting  appellate  jurisdiction 
to  this  court  of  "suits  involving  the  con- 
stitutionality or  legality  of  any  .  .  . 
fine  or  penalty  imposed  by  a  municipal  cor- 
poration;" and  no  question  can  be  inquired 
into  except  that  as  to  which  jurisdiction  is 
thus  specially  conferred.  Burguieres  v. 
Sanders,  111  La.  109,  35  So.  478. 

Defendant  claims  that  the  ordinance  un- 
der which  he  has  been  prosecuted  and  fined 
is  unconstitutional  for  six  reasons,  which 
we  now  proceed  to  consider  in  regular  or- 
der. 

First.  That  no  grounds  are  assigned  as 
a  cause  for  passing  the  ordinance,  and  that, 
although  the  storage  of  oil  of  an  explo- 
sive nature  in  quantities  greater  than  two 
barrels  is  not  a  nuisance  per  se,  the  ordi- 
nance pimishes  it  as  a  nuisance  without 
having  declared  it  to  be  such. 

The  first  branch  of  this  objection  is 
clearly  without  merit.  Clearly,  a  legisla- 
tive body  does  not  have  to  give  any  reasons 
for  its  enactments;  not  though  such  rea- 
sons "were  plentiful  as  blackberries  in 
June."  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  3d  ed.  S  318,  note 
2;  Elliott,  Mun.  Corp.  p.  183. 

The  second  branch  is  no  better  than  the 
first.  An  ordinance  which  makes  an  act 
unlawful,  by  necessary  implication  declares 
it  of  a  noxious  character,  and  any  further 
declaration  on  the  subject  would  be  mere 
useless  tautology. 

Second.  "The  said  ordinance  is  discrim- 
inatory, unreasonable,  arbitrary,  and  un- 
equal in  its  operation  and  effect,  for  the 
reason  that  it  is  confined  exclusively  to  re- 
fined oils  handled  by  the  Waters-Pierce  Oil 
Company,  when  in  truth  and  in  fact,  to 
the  express  knowledge  of  the  city  of  Crow- 
ley, other  oils  of  an  explosive  nature  are 
stored  in  large  quantities  within  the  city 
limits  of  Crowley,  by  other  persons,  firms, 
and  corporations." 

The  ordinance  applies  alike  to  all  per- 
sons, firms,  or  corporations  engaged  in  the 
business  legislated  against,  and  is  certain- 
ly not  discriminatory.  The  discrimination 
is  said  to  consist  in  that  the  ordinance 
applies  only  to  refined  oils,  and  not  to 
crude  oils.  Conceding  that  this  discrimina- 
tion in  favor  of  crude  oils  would  be  fatal 
to  the  ordinance  if  crude  oil  were  shown 
to  }fe  equally  explosive  as  refined  oil,  the 
evidence  fails  to  show  that  fact,  and  every 
presumption  is  in  favor  of  the  fairness  of 
the  ordinanee.     Elliott,  Mun.  Corp.  p.  202. 

Third.  "That  the  city  of  Crowley  ex- 
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oeeded  its  chartered  authority  as  conferred 
upon  it  by  paragraph  0,  S  16,  of  act  No. 
136  of  1808,  p.  232,  in  excluding  (which 
exclusion  is  an  absolute  prohibition  of  con- 
ducting of  the  wholesale  oil  business  in  the 
said  city  from  its  limits)  the  storage  of 
refined  oils  of  an  explosive  nature  in  quan- 
tities greater  than  two  barrels;  the  said 
ordinance  not  regulating,  but  absolutely 
prohibiting,  the  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Com- 
pany from  carrying  on  its  business." 

The  "chartered  authority"  thus  referred 
to  is  conferred  in  the  following  terms: 
**The  following  additional  powers  are  con- 
ferred upon  the  mayor  and  aldermen  of 
cities  and  towns:  .  .  .  Ninth.  To  regu- 
late the  storage  of  powder,  pitch,  turpen- 
tine, rosin,  hemp,  hay,  cotton,  and  all  other 
combustible  and  inflammable  materials. 

In  the  case  of  the  same  Waters-Pierce 
Oil  Co.  V.  New  /bcrta,  47  La.  Ann.  863,  17 
So.  343,  a  similar  ordinance  was  sustained 
by  this  court,  although  the  authority  to 
pass  it  was  not  so  clearly  conferred  as 
in  the  present  case. 

Fourth.  "That  the  said  ordinance  is  un- 
reasonable, and  in  restraint  of  a  lawful  and 
legitimate  business  carried  on  and  sur- 
rounded with  the  greatest  precaution 
against  danger  of  fire,  explosion,  or  acci- 
dent likely  to  entail  the  loss  of  life  or  prop- 
erty." 

Clearly,  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the 
storage  of  oils  of  an  explosive  nature  with- 
in the  built-up  parts  of  the  city  would  not 
be  unreasonable.  Inasmuch  as  the  ordi- 
nance is  made  to  apply  to  the  entire  cor- 
porate limits,  the  inference  is  that  there 
is  no  place  within  the  corporate  limits 
where,  in  the  judgment  of  the  council,  it 
would  be  safe  to  store  the  inflammable  and 
explosive  substance  mentioned  in  the  ordi- 
nance. The  evidence  shows  that  there  are 
buildings  within  dangerous  proximity  to 
the  storage  tanks  of  which  the  defendant  is 
in  charge. 

Fifth.  That  the  ordinance  is  unconsti- 
tutional in  so  far  as  it  affects,  the  em- 
ployer of  defendant,  because  it  does  not 
repeal  the  former  ordinance  granting  per- 
mission to  the  said  employer  of  defendant 
to  erect  tanks,  etc. 

The  question  here  raised  is  that  of  re- 
peal vel  non,  and  therefore,  at  best,  of  the 
legality  of  the  fine,  and  not  of  the  constitu- 
tionality, vel  norif  of  the  ordinance. 

Surely,  the  first  ordinance,  in  so  far  as 
it  may  authorize  the  doing  of  anything 
which  the  second  prohibits  and  punishes  as 
a  crime,  is  inconsistent  with  it,  and  there- 
fore repealed.  The  manifest  intention  of  the 
second  ordinance  is  that  the  storing  of  ex- 
plosive oil  in  large  quantities  ^all  be  un- 
lawful for  defendant's  employers  as  well 
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as  for  all  others.  To  such  a  ease  the  nile 
as  to  a  special  statute  not  being  repealed 
by  a  general  has  no  application. 

Sixth.  "That  the  said  ordinance  is  further 
illegal  and  unconstitutional,  and  deprives 
the  Waters-Pierce  Oil  Company  of  its  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law,  without 
compensation  or  indemnity,  and  violates 
the  Constitution  and  the  laws  of  the  United 
States  and  of  this  state,  and  more  partic- 
ularly the  4th,  5th,  and  14th  Amendments 
of  the  United  States  Constitution,  articles 
1,  2,  166,  and  167  of  the  Constitution  of 
Louisiana,  and  article  497  of  the  Civil  Code 
of  Louisiana." 

This  exact  point  was  passed  on  in  the 
case  of  the  same  Watera-Pierce  Oil  Co.  v. 
Neio  Iberia,  47  La.  Ann.  863,  17  So.  343. 

Judgment  affirmed. 


Rochbert  P.  RICHARD 

V. 

SPRINGFIELD  FIRE  &  MARINE  INSUR- 
ANCE COMPANY. 


(. 


.) 


*1.  ^iriiere  a  nonresfdcAt  Are  Insur- 
ance company  appointed  a  local 
avent  in  this  state,  and  supplied  bim  with 
blank  policies  signed  by  the  president  and 
secretary  of  the  company,  to  be  filled  up, 
counterslj^ned,  and  issued  as  occasion  may  re- 
quire, such  agent  will  be  considered  as  hav- 
ing the  powers  of  a  general  agent  as  to 
policies  issued  by  him  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

2.  An  aurent  anthorlsed  to  iaaue  pol- 
iciea  blnda  tbe  company  by  all  waivers, 
representations,  or  other  acts  within  the 
Bcope  or  requirements  of  his  business,  unless 
tbe  Insured  has  notice  of  the  limitation  of 
his  power. 

8.  Snch  an  am^nt  baa  tbe  apparent 
power  to  waive,  prior  to  a  loss,  a  breach 
of  the  iron-safe  clause  by  him  attached  to  the 
policy,  resulting  from  the  failure  of  the  in- 
sured, through  illness,  to  make  a  complete 
Inventory  of  stock  within  30  days  from  the 
date  of  the  issuing  of  the  policy. 

(May  8,  1906.) 

APPLICATION  by  plaintiff  for  a  writ  to 
review  a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Ap- 
peals for  the  Third  Circuit*  which  reversed 
a  judgment  for  the  Parish  of  St.  Landry  in 

^Headnotes  by  Land,  J. 


NoTB. — As  to  power  of  general  sgent  of  In- 
surance company  to  waive  condition  in  policy, 
see  also,  in  this  series,  Smith  v.  Niagara  F. 
Ins.  Co.  1  L.  R.  A.  216,  and  cases  in  note; 
Lamberton  v.  Connecticut  P.  Ins.  Co.  1  L.  R.  A. 
222 :  German  Ins.  Co.  v.  Gray,  8  L.  R.  A.  70 : 
and  Carey  v.  Oermaa  American  Ins.  Co.  20 
L.  R.  A.  267. 
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luB  favor  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
the  amount  alleged  to  be  due  on  a  fire  in- 
«uranoo  policy.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Meeers.  licwla  ft  Iiowla,  for  applicant: 

Notice  given  to  an  agent  relating  to  busi- 
ness which  he  is  authorized  to  transact,  and 
while  actually  engaged  in  transacting  it, 
will  inure  as  notice  to  the  principal. 

McEtoen  v.  Montgomery  County  Mut,  Ins. 
<7o.  5  Hill,  101 ;  American  Ins,  Co,  v.  Oalla- 
tin,  48  Wis.  36,  3  N.  W.  772;  Mattocks  v. 
Des  Moines  Ins.  Co,  74  Iowa,  233,  37  N.  W. 
174;  ^tna  Ins,  Co,  v.  Eastman  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  80  S.  W.  255. 

Knowledge  of  an  agent  authorized  to 
countersign,  issue,  and  deliver  policies  of 
insurance,  and  collect  the  premiums  there- 
for, is  knowledge  imputable  to  the  company. 

1  May,  Ins.  617,  ff  294  E;  May,  Ins.  p. 
130,  fff  70a,  131,  132,  143,  152,  p.  247;  Kerr, 
Ins.  pp.  218  et  seq,;  Clement,  Ins.  p.  415, 
rule  11;  Elliott,  Ins.  p.  91 ;  Wood,  Fire  Ins. 
Kf  372-374,  435;  Richards,  Ins.  p.  25; 
iStage  v.  Home  Ins.  Co,  76  App.  Div.  509,  78 
N.  Y.  Supp.  555 ;  Brooks  v.  Erie  F.  Ins.  Co. 
76  App.  Div.  275,  78  N.  Y.  Supp.  748;  Ben- 
nett V.  Union  Cent.  L,  Ins.  Co.  203  111.  439, 
67  N.  E.  971;  Hunt  v.  State  Ins.  Co.  66 
Neb.  121,  92  N.  W.  921;  Qerman-Amerioan 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Paul  (Ind.  Terr.)  83  g.  W.  60; 
Continental  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cummings  (Tex. 
<Jiv.  App.)  78  S.  W.  378;  Cames  v.  Farm- 
^s'  F,  Ins,  Co,  20  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  634 ;  Born 
v.  Home  Ins.  Co.  120  Iowa,  299,  94  N.  W. 
849;  State  Ins,  Co,  v.  Hale,  1  Herdman 
(Neb.)  191,  95  N.  W.  473;  Union  Assur, 
8oc.  V.  Nails,  101  Va.  613,  99  Am.  St.  Rep. 
923,  44  S.  E.  896;  Modem  Woodmen  v.  Cole- 
man, 64  Neb.  162,  89  N.  W.  641 ;  Anderson 
V.  Manchester  F,  Assur.  Co.  59  Minn.  182, 
28  L.  R.  A.  609,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  400,  60 
N.  W.  1095,  63  N.  W.  241. 

If  the  insurer  receives  a  premium  with 
fall  knowledge,  through  its  agent,  of  the 
facts  constituting  a  breach  of  one  of  the 
conditions  of  the  policy,  the  right  to  insist 
that  the  policy  is  forfeited  for  the  cause 
is  gone. 

Elliott,  Ins.  p.  129;  Mutual  Ben.  L.  Ins, 
Co.  V.  Daviess,  87  Ky.  541,  9  S.  W.  812; 
Dunbar  v.  Phenix  Ins,  Co.  72  Wis.  492,  40 
X.  W.  386;  Continental  Ins.  Co.  v.  Pearce, 
39  Kan.  396,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  537,  18  Pac. 
291;  Pickel  v.  Pheniw  Ins.  Co.  119  Ind.  291, 
21  N.  E.  898;  Cotten  v.  Fidelity  d  C.  Co.  41 
Fed.  506;  Reynolds  v.  loioa  d  N.  Ins.  Co. 
80  Iowa,  563,  46  N.  W.  659 ;  Manhattan  F, 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Weill,  28  Qratt.  389,  26  Am. 
Rep.  364 ;  Germania  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hiek,  125 
IH.  361,  8  Am  St.  Rep.  384,  17  N.  E.  792; 
Anderson  v.  Manchester  F.  Assur.  Co.  59 
Minn.  182,  28  L.  R.  A.  609,  50  Am.  St.  Rep. 
400,  60  N.  W,  1095,  63  N.  W.  241 ;  Cans  y. 
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8t.  Paul  F.  d  M.  Ins.  Co.  43  Wis.  108,  28 
Am.  Rep.  535;  Bennett  v.  Council  Bluffs 
Ins.  Co.  70  Iowa,  600,  31  N.  W.  948. 

Unless  instructions  limiting  the  au- 
thority of  a  general  agent  of  an  insurance 
company,  whose  powers  would  otherwise  be 
coextensive  with  the  business  intrusted  to 
him,  are  communicated  to  the  party  with 
whom  he  deals,  the  company  is  bound  to  the 
same  extent  as  though  such  special  in- 
structions had  not  been  given. 

Southern  L.  Ins.  Co.  v,  McCain,  96  U.  S. 
84,  24  L.  ed.  653;  Murphy  v.  Royal  Ins.  Co. 
52  La.  Ann.  778,  27  So.  143. 

The  agent,  though  representing  his  prin- 
cipal in  a  particular  locality,  or  within  a 
limited  territory,  and  therefore  called  "lo- 
cal agent,"  is  in  fact  a  general  agent.  He 
is  supplied  with  blank  policies,  properly 
signed  by  the  company,  which  he  is  author- 
ized to  fill  up,  countersign,  and  deliver  to 
the  assured. 

Continental  Ins.  Co,  v.  Ruckman,  127  111. 
364,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  121,  20  N.  E.  77; 
Elliott,  Ins.  Cases,  p.  156;  Pitney  v.  Olen's 
Falls  Ins.  Co.  66  N.  Y.  6;  Georgia  Home 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Kinnier,  28  Gratt.  98;  Viele  v. 
Germania  Ins.  Co.  26  Iowa,  9,  96  Am.  Dec. 
83 ;  Carroll  v.  Chadter  Oak,  Ins.  Co.  40  Barb. 
292;  JEtna  Ins.  Co,  v.  Maguire,  51  111.  342; 
1  May,  Ins.  H  126,  p.  235 ;  Post  v.  ^tna  Ins. 
Co.  43  Barb.  351;  Ruggles  v.  American 
Cent.  Ins.  Co.  114  N.  Y.  416,  11  Am.  St. 
Rep.  674,  21  N.  E.  1000. 

An  agent's  authority  to  alter  or  modify  a 
policy  by  oral  or  written  agreement  may  be 
inferred  from  a  course  of  dealing  acquiesced 
in  by  the  principal,  even  though  the  policy 
provided  to  the  contrary. 

Kerr,  Ins.  H  100,  p.  223 ;  Knickerbocker  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Norton,  96  U.  S.  234,  24  L.  ed. 
689;  Powell  v.  Factors*  d  Trader^  Ins.  Co. 
28  La.  Ann.  19. 

The  assured  was  not  required  to  keep 
books  of  account  imtil  the  taking  of  the  in- 
ventory; 

St.  Landry  Wholesale  Mercantile  Co.  v. 
Springfield  F.  d  M.  Ins.  Co.  (La.)  37  So. 
988;  St.  Landry  Wholesale  Mercantile  Co. 
V.  Teutonia  Ins.  Co.  113  La.  1053,  37  So. 
967;  Continental  Ins,  Co,  v.  Waugh,  60 
Neb.  348,  83  N.  W.  81 ;  Citizens*  Ins.  Co.  v. 
Sprague,  8  Ind.  App.  275,  35  N.  E.  7i20; 
McCollum  V.  Niagara  F.  Ins.  Co,  61  Mo. 
App.  352;  Bayless  v.  Merchants^  Town  Mut. 
Ins,  Co,  106  Mo.   App.   684,   80  S.   W.   289. 

Messrs.  Cleee  ft  Qnintero  and  Ken- 
neth Baillio,  for  respondent: 

The  burden  of  proof  as  to  all  the  facts 
going  to  establish  a  waiver  is  upon  the  as- 
sured. 

Wood,  Ins.  2d  ed.  p.  71,  note;  New  York 
L.  Ins.  Co.  V.  Fletcher,  117  U.  S.  529,  29  L. 
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ed.  937,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  837;  Murphy  v. 
Royal  Ins.  Co.  52  La.  Ann.  775,  27  So.  143. 

Defendant  cannot  be  held  to  be  bound, 
either  by  the  first  extension  granted  to  the 
plaintiff  in  this  suit,  or  by  the  second  ex- 
tension, which  was  an  attempted  waiver  of 
the  forfeiture  of  the  policy,  which  had  en- 
sued some  ten  days  before  said  second  ex- 
tension was  granted. 

Wood,  Ins.  H  423;  Knickerbocker  L.  IriB. 
Co.  V.  Norton,  06  U.  S.  234,  24  L.  ed.  689 ; 
2  May,  Ins.  1[  611,  p.  144;  Kenyon  v. 
Knights  Templar  d  M.  Mut.  Aid  Aaso.  122 
N.  Y.  257,  26  N.  E.  299. 

A  local  or  soliciting  agent  having  no  au- 
thority as  to  losses  cannot  waive  the  pro- 
visions of  the  iron-safe  clause. 

Clements,  Valid  Contr.  p.  271;  2  May, 
Ins.  p.  1197. 

Iiand,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

On  August  25,  1903,  plaintiff  was  insured 
by  defendant  against  loss  by  fire  in  the  sum 
of  $1,000  on  a  small  stock  of  merchandise. 
The  policy  was  countersigned  and  issued  by 
the  Roos-Edwards  Agency,  of  the  town  of 
Opelouaas,  Louisiana.  The  usual  "iron- 
safe  clause"  was  attached  to  the  policy,  and 
the  following  indorsement  appears  thereon, 
to  wit: 

"Permission  is  hereby  given  for  thirty 
days  to  take  complete  inventory  of  stock." 

No  inventory  was  taken,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 5,  1903,  the  agency  made  the  following 
indorsement  on  the  policy,  to  wit: 

"The  assured,  under  the  above  named 
and  numbered  policy,  having  been  prevented 
through  illness  from  completing  the  inven- 
tory of  his  stock  of  merchandise,  a  further 
period  of  thirty  days  additional  is  hereby 
given  in  which  to  complete  said  inventory." 

On  November  8th,  five  days  later,  the 
stock  of  merchandise  was  destroyed  by  fire. 
The  company  received  notice  of  the  total 
loss  before  it  received  notice  by  mail  of  the 
extension  of  thirty  days. 

Payment  of  the  policy  having  been  re- 
fused, plaintiff  brought  suit  thereon  to  re- 
cover the  full  amount,  and  obtained  judg- 
ment in  the  district  court.  The  insurance 
company  appealed  to  the  court  of  appeal, 
which  reversed  the  judgment,  and  the  case 
is  now  before  us  on  a  writ  of  review. 

The  court  of  appeal  held  that  the  policy 
was  forfeited  by  the  failure  of  the  assured 
to, make  the  inventory  within  thirty  days, 
as  stipulated,  and  that  the  agents  had  no 
power,  express  or  implied,  to  waive  such 
forfeiture  by  granting  an  extension  of 
time  for  the  completion  of  the  inventory. 
It  is  to  be  noted  that  the  written  extension 
for  thirty  days  is  indorsed  on  the  "rider" 
containing  the  iron-safe  clause.  It  does 
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not  appear  whether  the  agent  overlooked  the 
fact  that  the  clause  itself  granted  this  de- 
lay, or  intended  to  grant  a  further  delay  of 
thirty  days.  Defendant's  counsel,  in  their 
brief,  suggest  this  doubt,  and  argue  that 
the  agent  had  no  power  to  grant  an  exten- 
sion of  any  kind. 

The  policy  in  question  was  signed  by  the 
president  and  secretary,  and  was  to  become 
valid  when  ''countersigned  by  the  duly  au- 
thorized agent  of  the  company  at  Opelou- 
sas."  This  agent  had  full  power  to  make  the 
contract  of.  insurance,  to  fill  in  the  blanks, 
and  to  attach  or  indorse  on  the  policy  otlier 
provisions,  agreements,  or  conditions.  He 
was  intrusted  by  the  nonresident  company 
with  blank  forms  of  policy,  and  the  assured 
had  no  notice  of  the  mandate,  other  than 
that  conveyed  by  the  policy  itself,  and  the 
nature  of  the  agent's  employment.  The 
last  clause  of  the  policy  reads  as  follows, 
viz;  "This  policy  is  made  and  accepted 
subject  to  the  foregoing  stipulations  and 
conditions,  together  with  such  other  pro- 
visions, agreements,  or  conditions  as  may 
be  indorsed  hereon  or  added  hereto,  and  no 
officer,  agent,  or  other  representative  of 
this  company  shall  have  power  to  waive  any 
provision  or  condition  of  this  policy  except 
such  as  by  the  terms  of  this  policy  may  be 
the  subject  of  agreement  indorsed  hereon  or 
added  hereto,  and,  as  to  such  provisions 
and  conditions,  no  officer,  agent,  or  repre- 
sentative shall  have  such  power,  or  be 
deemed  or  held  to  have  waived  such  provi- 
sions or  conditions,  unless  such  waiver,  if 
any,  shall  be  written  upon  or  attached 
hereto,  nor  shall  any  privilege  or  permis- 
sion affecting  the  insurance  under  thin 
policy  exist  or  be  claimed  by  the  insured 
unless  so  written  or  attached." 

It  follows  from  the  terms  of  this  clause 
that  "provisions,  agreements,  or  conditions" 
indorsed  on,  or  added  to,  the  policy  were 
subject  to  waiver  written  upon  or  attached 
to  such  instrument.  The  iron-safe  clause 
formed  no  part  of  the  printed  conditions  of 
the  policy,  but  was  added  thereto  by  tht* 
agent,  and  hence  was  subject  to  the  written 
waiver  referred  to  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
policy. 

The  agent  had  power  to  issue  and  renew 
policies,  to  make  waivers,  and  grant  per- 
mits, and  the  only  question  for  discussion 
is  whether  his  mandate  or  employment  in- 
cluded the  power  to  waive  the  forfeiture  of 
the  policy  resulting  from  the  failure  of  the 
insured  to  complete  his  inventory  within 
the  thirty  days  stipulated.  Doubtless  the 
company  or  its  agent  could  have  insisted  on 
the  forfeiture  as  a  legal  right,  but  at  the 
same  time  would  have  been  compelled  to  re- 
turn the  unearned  premium  for  eleven 
months.     The  agent,  being  informed  of  the 
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facts,  was  called  upon  to  take  some  action 
in  the  premises.  He  elected  to  waive  the 
forfeiture,  rather  than  to  cancel  the  policy 
and  return  the  unearned  premiums.  This 
action  induced  the  assured  to  rely  on  the 
policy  as  a  still  subsisting  protection 
against  loss  by  fire.  This  waiver  was  sent 
to  the  company  by  mail  in  the  usual  man- 
ner, but  was  not  received  until  the  day  af- 
ter the  happening  of  the  loss.  The  com- 
pany did  not  notify  the  assured  or  the 
agent  that  the  waiver  was  repudiated,  and, 
after  proofs  were  furnished,  sent  an  ad- 
juster to  investigate  the  loss.  The  adjust- 
er, however,  acted  under  a  nonwaiver  agree- 
ment, and  therefore  all  the  defenses  of  the 
company  were  preserved. 

The  agent  was  furnished  with  blank  poli- 
cies signed  by  the  president  and  secretary 
of  the  company,  and  was  in  the  habit  of  is- 
suing policies  without  requiring  an  applica- 
tion, and  without  referring  the  subject-mat- 
ter to  the  company,  in  Springfield,  Massa- 
chusetts. The  agent  had  apparently  un- 
doubted power  to  issue  policies,  and  to  at- 
tach thereto  all  the  usual  and  customary 
agreements  and  "riders." 

It  is  argued,  however,  that  the  agent  had 
no  power  to  waive  conditions  added  to,  or 
attached  to,  the  policy  at  the  time  of  the 
issuance.  The  last  clause  of  the  policy  au- 
thorized a  written  waiver  of  such  conditions, 
provided  it  be  annexed  to  the  policy.  The 
district  judge  said:  "The  term  stipulating 
for  the  completion  of  the  inventory  is  a 
mere  incidental  portion  of  the  contract  en- 
tered into  exclusively  for  the  benefit  of 
the  insurer.  The  extension  of  time  and  im- 
plied waiver  of  the  expiration  of  the  origi- 
nal period  for  the  completion  of  the  in- 
ventory were  acts  done  by  the  agent  solely 
for  the  purpose  of  making  the  contract  of 
insurance  available  to  the  insurer  as  well 
as  to  the  insured." 

The  district  judge  cited  authorities  to 
show  that  the  agent  had  general  powers, 
and  argued  that,  as  the  agent  had  author- 
ity to  issue  a  new  policy  to  the  assured  on 
the  same  conditions  as  those  contained  in 
the  original  policy,  he  had  implied  author- 
ity to  recognize  the  validity  of  the  subsist- 
ing contract,  and  to  grant  additional  time 
for  the  completion  of  the  inventory. 

The  court  of  appeal  reversed  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  on  the  authority 
of  the  case  of  Murphy  v.  Royal  Ins.  Co,  52 
La.  Ann.  775.  27  So.  143. 

While  the  ease  cited  is  a  mine  of  insur- 
ance law,  the  decision  simply  recognized 
and  enforced  the  last  clause  of  the  policy, 
to  the  eiTcct  that  no  officer  or  agent  of  the 
company  should  have  power  to  waive,  or  be 
deemed  to  have  waived,  any  condition  of 
the  poliey,  unless  such  waiver  should  be 
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written  upon  or  attached  thereto,  against 
the  contention  that  at  the  very  time  of  the 
making  of  the  contract  the  parties  thereto 
had  entered  into  a  verbal  contract  waiving 
the  iron-safe  clause  and  the  three- fourth** 
value  clause,  which  were  attached  to  the 
policy.  The  court  decided  correctly  that 
the  plain  terms  of  the  policy  notified  the 
assured  that  the  agent  had  no  power  to 
waive,  unless  by  writing  on  or  attached  to 
the  policy. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  waiver  was  in 
writing  attached  to  the  policy,  and  was  made 
several  months  after  the  contract  was  ex- 
ecuted. The  waiver  was  in  due  form,  and 
the  only  question  is  one  of  power  in  the 
agent.  There  is  in  the  last  clause  of  the 
policy  a  necessary  implication  that  agents, 
officers,  or  representatives  may  waive  pro- 
visions, agreements,  or  conditions  indorsed 
on,  or  added  to,  the  policy,  and  may  grant 
privileges  or  permissions  affecting  the  in- 
surance. 

The  iron-safe  clause  was  therefore  a  sub- 
ject-matter of  waiver.  The  printed  policy 
is  a  general  form  applicable  to  all  fire  in- 
surance business,  and,  by  its  terms,  contem- 
plates that  the  agent  making  the  contract 
shall  have  power  to  add  other  "provisions, 
agreements,  and  conditions,"  and  to  grant 
permits  or  privileges  affecting  the  insur- 
ance. The  policy  bristles  with  forfeitures 
for  causes  existing  at  the  date  of  the  con- 
tract, or  arising  subsequently,  unless  other- 
wise provided  by  agreement  indorsed  on  or 
added  to  the  policy.  It  is  clear  that  the 
agent  making  the  contract  of  insurance  un- 
der such  a  policy  may  modify  or  change  the 
forfeiture  clauses  by  indorsements  on,  or 
additions  to,  the  instrument.  With  such 
power  over  the  matter  of  forfeitures,  it  is 
not  difficult  to  conclude  that  such  an  agent 
may  waive  a  subsequent  forfeiture,  in  the 
interest  of  the  company  which  he  repre- 
sents. 

"An  agent  authorized  to  issue  policies 
binds  the  company  by  all  waivers,  represen- 
tations, or  other  acts  within  the  scope  of 
his  business,  unless  the  insured  has  notice 
of  a  limitation  of  his  powers.  The  ques- 
tion always  is  not  what  power  the  agent 
did  in  fact  possess,  but  what  power  the 
company  held  him  out  to  the  public  as  pos- 
sessing." 1  May,  Ins.  4th  ed.  f  126.  "A 
person  authorized  to  accept  risks,  to  agree 
upon  and  settle  the  terms  of  insurance,  and 
to  carry  them  into  effect,  .  .  .  must  be 
regarded  as  the  general  agent  of  the 
company  pending  negotiations."  Id.  p.  235. 
"And  the  possession  of  blank  policies  and  re- 
newal receipts  signed  by  the  president  and 
secretary  is  evidence  of  such  general  agency." 
Ibid.    "If  a  foreign   company  appoints  A. 
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and  B.  as  local  agents,  and  supplies  them 
with  blank  policies  signed  by  the  company^ 
and  which  they  may  fill  up  and  counter- 
sign, they  are  its  general  agents.  Conti- 
nental Ins.  Co.  V.  Ruckman,"  127  HI.  364, 
11  Am.  St.  Rep.  121,  20  N.  E.  77.  Id.  note. 
''That  an  insurance  agent  authorized  to 
make  contracts  of  insurance  and  issue  poli- 
cies may  waive  forfeitures,  and  reinstate 
and  restore  a  void  policy,  ...  is  held 
by  numerous  cases."  2  Wood,  Ins.  S  415. 

In  the  Murphy  Case  this  court  cited  with 
approval  the  doctrine  that  an  insurance 
company  is  boimd  by  the  acts  of  its  agent 
''in  all  matters  within  the  scope  of  his  real 
or  apparent  authority,"  and  that  third  per- 
sons, in  dealing  with  such  agent,  are  not 
bound  to  go  beyond  the  apparent  authority 
conferred  on  him.  Murphy  v.  Royal  Ins. 
Co,  52  La.  Ann.  782,  27  So.  143.  In  the 
case  at  bar  the  agent  apparently  had  orig- 
inal powers  to  make  contracts  of  insurance 
without  previous  applications,  and  without 
referring  the  matter  to  the  company.  In 
issuing  the  policy  in  question  he  exercised 
such  original  powers,  and  the  company  ac- 
quiesced therein.  The  agent  had  a  power  of 
attorney,  but  the  assured  knew  nothing  of 
its  provisions,  and  it  therefore  matters  not 
whether  it  was  general  or  special.  The 
testimony  of  the  agent  is  positive  that  the 
second  extension  was  not  subject  to  the 
approval  or  ratification  of  the  company, 
but  was  simply  notified  as  in  other  in- 
stances. It  is  certain  that  it  was  written 
and  attached  to  the  policy  prior  to  notice 
to  the  company. 

Speaking  of  general  agents,  Ostrander 
says :  "Having  power  to  make  a  completed 
contract,  they  will  also  be  presumed  to  have 
power,  by  agreement  with  the  assured,  to 
change,  alter,  or  nullify  its  terms  and  con- 
ditions at  any  time  after  the  delivery  of 
the  contract,  and  after  it  has  become  bind- 
ing between  the  parties,  unless  limitations 
are  imposed,  of  which  assured  has  notice." 
Fire  Ins.  §  265.  p.  551. 

Hence  there  can  be  no  real  distinction 
between  a  local  agent  with  power  to  make 
contracts  of  insurance  and  issue  policies, 
and  general  agents  having  the  same  power. 
The  power  to  make  and  complete  con- 
tracts differentiates  such  agents  from  solic- 
itors and  other  intermediaries  between  the 
assured  and  the  company. 

Agents,  whether  local  or  general,  with 
power  to  contract,  represent  the  company 
within  the  territorial  limits  to  which  they 
are  assigned.  Their  knowledge  is  imputed 
to  the  company,  and  their  acts  bind  the 
company  within  the  scope  of  their  eipploy- 
ment.  The  question  of  the  forfeiture  of  in-  ^ 
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suranoe  policies  comes  dearly  within  such 
scope,  and  is  within  the  apparent  authority 
of  such  local  agents.  Every  policy  of  in- 
surance is  full  of  forfeiture  clauses,  many 
of  which  do  not  affect  the  soundness  of  the 
risk,  but  at  the  same  time  may  avoid  the 
policy  at  the  option  of  the  insurer.  We 
consider  that  it  is  within  the  province  of 
a  local  agent  in  such  cases  to  decide 
whether  the  policy  shall  continue  in  force 
or  be  canceled.  Justice  to  the  insured  re- 
quires an  immediate  decision  of  such  ques- 
tions, which  could  not  be  had  if  the  rules 
of  the  company  required  the  reference  of 
such  cases  to  the  general  management,  per- 
haps in  a  distant  state  or  foreign  country. 
No  holder  of  a  policy  could  afford  to  await 
the  result  of  such  a  referenda,  nor  could 
any  insurance  company  afford  to  transact 
business  under  such  conditions.  The  agent 
is  present  as  the  representative  of  his  com- 
pany in  all  matters  of  insurance  within 
his  territorial  district,  and  his  apparent 
authority  cannot,  as  to  the  public,  be  lim- 
ited by  private  instructions. 

'The  authority  of  an  agent  must  be  de- 
termined by  the  nature  of  his  business,  and 
is  prima  facie  coextensive  with  its  require- 
ments." May,  Ins.  4th  ed.  §  126,  p.  231. 
"With  respect  to  waiver  of  the  breach  of  a 
condition  in  a  policy,  the  most  liberal  view 
is  that  the  agent's  authority  is  coextensive 
with  the  business  intrusted  to  his  care." 
Id.  p.  232,  note,  citing  Weed  v.  London  d  L. 
F.  Ina.  Co.  116  N.  Y.  106,  22  N.  E.  229: 
Oerman  Ina.  Co.  v.  (}ray,  43  Kan.  497,  8 
L.  R.  A.  70,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  150,  23  Pac. 
637. 

In  the  case  at  bar  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  agent  had  the  apparent  power  to 
waive  the  forfeiture  resulting  from  the 
failure  of  the  insured  to  complete  the  in- 
ventory within  the  thirty  days  specified 
in  the  contract. 

This  was  the  only  issue  discussed  or 
decided  by  the  court  of  appeal.  As  to 
keeping  a  set  of  books,  the  obligation  did 
not  arise  until  after  completion  of  the  in- 
ventory. 

As  to  the  charges  of  fraud  and  bad  faith, 
they  were  decided  by  the  district  judge 
to  be  unsupported  by  evidence,  and  were 
not  noticed  by  the  court  of  appeal.  The 
writ  of  review  is  intended  to  correct  errors 
of  law,  and  this  court  will  not '  review 
questions  of  fact,  save  in  exceptional  cases. 

It  ia  therefore  ordered  that  the  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Appeal  herein  rendered  he 
annulled  and  reveraed,  and  it  is  further 
ordered  that  the  judgment  of  the  District 
Court  be  affirmed,  and  that  defendant  pay 
costs  in  both  appellate  courts. 
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UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OP  APPEALS,  SIXTH  CIRCUIT. 


TBREB    STATES    LUMBER    COMPANY, 
Plff.  in  Err^ 

H.  B.  BLANKS. 
(183  Fed.  470.) 

1.  A  plaintiir  in  replevin  wbo  obtAlna 
actual  poaaeasion  of  property  seized 
ander  tbe  writ  is  estopped  from  claiming 
that  the  writ  was  wrongifully  executed,  upon 
a  proceeding  to  assess  damages  against  blm 
for  seizure  of  property  upon  which  he  had 
no  rightful  claim. 

:S.  Tlie  Federal  court  i»  not  bonnd  to 
follow  a  decialon  of  the  conrta  of 
the  atate  in  which  it  is  sitting,  declaring 
that  a  plaintiff  in  replevin  is  not  hound  to 


return  the  property  replevied  if  prevented 
by  act  of  law,  which  is  based  not  upon  a 
statute,  but  upon  general  principles. 

8.  A  plaintiff  in  replevin  wbo  took  in- 
to bla  poaaeaalon,  nnder  tbe  writ, 
lumber  to  which  he  was  not  entitled,  cannot 
plead,  in  defense  of  his  liability  to  return 
the  property,  that  he  had  caused  It  to  be  sold 
to  satisfy  his  own  claim  for  salvage  in  re- 
covering and  preserving  the  property,  after 
the  vessel  on  which  it  was  stored,  while  in 
his  possession,  had  sunk. 

4.  A  plaintiff  in  replevin  cannot  claim 
aalvaRc  for  rescuing  the  replevied  property 
after  it  had  sunk  while  in  his  possession, 
since  it  was  his  legal  duty  to  care  for  and 
preserve  it 

(December  1,   1004.) 


Note. — Duty  to  preserve  and  return  property 
seized  under  writ  of  replevin, 

I.  Lo9S  or  deati-uction  of  the  property. 

a.  In  general,  283. 

b.  Emancipation  of  elaves,  286. 
II.  Depreciation  of  the  property,  286. 

I.  Lose  or  destruction  of  the  property. 
a.  In  general. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  decisions,  which 
liave  in  almost  every  instance  been  subjected  to 
criticism  and  disapproval,  the  rule  is  that  the 
plaintiff  in  replevin,  In  possession  of  the  prop- 
<erty  und^r  a  replevin  bond,  or  the  defendant  in 
replevin,  retaining  possession  of  the  property 
under  a  forthcoming  bond,  is  liable,  at  all 
-events,  for  Its  return,  if  the  action  is  decided 
against  him,  and  the  fact  that  hia  failure  to 
make  return  Is  caused  by  an  act  of  God  or 
-other  circumstance  beyond  his  control,  and 
notwithstanding  all  due  care  upon  his  part.  Is 
of  no  avail  to  relieve  him  from  his  obligation. 
The  principle  upon  which  the  rule  rests  is  the 
old  common-law  theory  that  one  in  possession 
of  property  seized  in  replevin,  under  a  replevin 
or  forthcoming  bond,  is  claiming  the  property 
as  owner,  not  as  a  bailee  during  the  pendency 
of  the  action,  and,  if  bla  claim  is  decided 
against  him,  his  possession  has  been  wrongful 
and  in  violation  of  the  rights  of  the  true  own- 
er; and  therefore  he  cannot  escape  liability 
under  hia  bond  for  a  failure  to  return  the 
property,  as  conditioned  therein,  by  showing 
that  the  failure  comes  from  circumstances  be- 
yond his  control,  and  notwithstanding  such 
reasonable  care  by  him  as  is  required  of  bailees 
•or  others  rightfully  in  possession. 

This  principle  first  appears  In  7  Hen.  IV., 
IS.  "So,  if  the  defendant  claims  property,  or 
says  that  he  did  not  take,  etc.  If  in  the  mean- 
time the  beasts  die,  or  are  sold,  so  that  he  can- 
not have  a  return,  he  may  recover  all  in  dam- 
ages. If  It  be  found  for  him."  Hale's  Notes, 
FItzherbert,  Nat.  Brev.  69. 

The  question  does  not  arise,  ao  far  as  dis- 
covered. In  any  other  English  decisions,  but 
in  this  country,  where  the  old  common-law  ac- 
tion of  replevin  has,  by  statutory  enactment 
in  almost  every  state,  been  adapted  and  en- 
larged to  meet  modern  needs,  the  following 
decisions  are  found: 
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One  who  replevins  cattle,  which,  without, 
negligence  upon  his  part,  die  while  in  his  pos- 
session, will  not,  upon  that  account,  be  ex- 
cused from  satisfying  a  Judgment  for  their 
return  or  value.  De  Thomas  v.  Wltherby,  61 
Cal.  92,  44  Am.  Re-^.  642.  The  court  says: 
"A  plaintiff,  not  being  the  owner  of  goods,  who 
takes  them  out  of  possession  of  the  real  owner, 
holds  them  In  his  own  wrong,  and  at  his  own 
risk.  He  has  deprived  the  real  owner  of  the 
possession,  and  has  also  deprived  him  of  the 
means  of  disposing  of  the  property  pending  the 
litigation :  and  when,  at  the  end  of  perhaps  a 
protracted  litigation,  it  is  determined  that  the 
plaintiff  in  the  replevin  suit  had  no  right  to 
the  possession  of  the  goods,  and  judgment  is 
rendered  against  him  for  the  return  of  the 
property  or  its  value,  he  cannot,  on  principle 
or  authority,  be  excused  from  satisfying  said 
Judgment  under  a  plea  ;that  the  property  has 
been  lost  in  his  hands,  even  by  the  act  of  God.*' 

If  it  appear  that  the  property  In  controversy 
has  been  hopelessly  lost  or  destroyed,  a  Judg- 
ment for  its  value  only,  without  a  demand  for 
its  return,  will  be  regarded  as  a  technical  er- 
ror merely,  not  requiring  reversal.  Brown  v. 
Johnson,  45  Cal.  76. 

It  appearing  that  corn  which  had  been  re- 
plevied had  perished  or  been  consumed,  a  ver- 
dict and  Judgment  for  the  value  thereof  Is 
proper.     Clark  v.   Adair,  3   Harr.    (Del.)    113. 

PlalntifTs  in  replevin,  detaining  property 
without  a  valid  claim,  act  at  their  peril,  and 
the  destruction  of  the  property  by  fire  does  not 
release  them  from  the  liability  assumed  to  re- 
turn It  or  respond  In  damages  for  a  failure  to 
do  so.  Suppiger  t.  Gruas,  137  111.  216,  27  N. 
E.  22,   Affirming  36  111.  App.  60. 

This  last  decision  was  expressly  followed  In 
Schott  V.  Youree,  142  111.  233,  31  N.  B.  591, 
Affirming  41  III.  App.  476,  sustaining  demurrer 
to  the  plea  that  property  was  burned  after  it 
was  replevied,  and  that  it  was  therefore  im- 
possible to  make  return  in  accordance  with  the 
Judgment  in  the  replevin  suit. 

So,  one  who  wrongfully  takes  the  property 
of  another,  although  under  a  writ  of  replevin, 
cannot  escape  liability  for  the  value  thereof  by 
showing  that  it  was  destroyed  by  act  of  God. 
Scott  V.  Rogers,  66  111.  App.  571. 

A  defendant  in  replevin,  who  gave  a  delivery 
bond  in  the  statutory  form,  and  retained  pos- 
session   of   horses    replevied,  ^^nnot    be   dis* 
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ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Western  District  of  Ten- 
nessee to  review  a  judgment  awarding  dam- 
ages to  defendant  in  a  replevin  suit  for  fail- 
ure to  return  the  property.      Affirmed, 

Statement  by  Iiurton,  Circuit  Judge : 
The  plaintiff  in  error  instituted  an  action 
of  replevin  in  the  court  below  to  recover 
260,000  feet  of  lumber  which  it  claimed  had 
been  unlawfully  taken  out  of  its  possession 
by  the  defendant.  The  writ  was  returned  as 
executed  "by  taking  the  within-described 
property  out  of  the  possession  of  the  within- 
named  H.  B.  Blanks,  and  delivering  the  said 
property  to  O.  H.  Scoggins,  agent  of  the 
Three    States    Lumber    Company.    .    .*   ." 


The  defendant,  by  special  plea,  admitted 
plaintiff's  title  to  15,000  feet  of  lumber  so  re- 
plevied, and  pleaded  the  general  issue  as  to 
the  remainder.  Upon  the  issues  joined,  the 
jury  found  for  the  defendant  as  to  235.000 
feet  of  lumber,  and  assessed  the  value  at 
time  of  taking  at  $2,820  and  interest  there- 
on from  that  time,  amounting  to  $241.11. 
They  also  awarded  the  defendant  $822.50  as 
damages  for  the  seizure  and  detention.  A 
judgment  was  thereupon  rendered  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  lumber  so  assessed,  or  its  value^ 
with  interest,  and  for  the  damages  for 
wrongful  detention,  as  assessed  by  the  jury. 
From  this  judgment  the  plaintiff  has  sued 
out  this  writ  of  error. 


charged  pro  tanto  thereunder,  by  the  fact  that 
one  of  the  horses  died  while  in  his  possession. 
His  undertaking  is  absolute  to  become  liable  in 
damages  for  a  failure  to  return  the  property 
in  as  good  condition  as  it  was  when  the  action 
was  commenced.  Hinkson  v.  Morrison,  47 
Iowa,  167. 

And  so,  notwithstanding  part  of  the  animals 
die  while  in  plaintiff's  possession,  a  success- 
ful defendant  in  replevin  may  recover  the  val- 
ue of  all  the  property,  including  that  which 
died.  Llllle  v.  McMillan,  52  Iowa,  463,  8  N. 
W.  601. 

Evidence  in  a  replevin  action  that  sheep  de- 
tained by  defendant  in  replevin  under  a  rede- 
livery lK>nd  died  from  unavoidable  causes  is 
inadmissible,  since  one  wrongfully  detaining 
property  cannot  be  excused  from  satisfying  a 
Judgment  therefor  under  a  plea  that  it  has 
hi^n  lost  in  his  hands,  even  by  the  act  of  God. 
Blaker  v.  Sands,  29  Kan.  551. 

The  death  of  a  slave  pending  an  action  In 
replevin  does  not  relieve  from  the  obligation 
to  account  for  the  value  thereof.  Gentry  v. 
Barnett,  6  T.  B.  Mon.  113.  This  decision  is 
based  upon  a  similar  holding  in  Carrel  v.  Early, 
4  Bibb,  270,  which  was  an  action  in  detinue. 
The  court,  in  discussing  that  case,  says :  "It 
Is  hard  to  conceive  of  a  reason  supporting  this 
decision  [Carrel  v.  Early]  which  will  not  equal- 
ly apply  to  the  death  of  a  slave  pending  the 
action  of  replevin.  Indeed,  the  reason  in  the 
latter  case  is  much  stronger.  In  the  first  case 
the  defendant  is  charged  because  of  his  wrong 
only ;  in  the  latter,  he  is  not  only  guilty  of  the 
same  wrong,  but  has  expressly  stipulated  in 
the  replevin  bond  that  he  will  restore,  not  ex- 
cepting the  death  of  the  slave.'* 

And  so,  the  death  of  a  slave  while  in  the 
possession  of  a  defendant  in  replevin,  during 
the  pendency  of  the  action,  is  not  a  sufficient 
plea  In  avoidance  of  a  judgment  de  retomo 
habendo.     Scott  v.   Hughes,   9   Mon.    104. 

And,  likewise,  in  a  statutory  action  in  anal- 
ogy to  the  common-law  action  of  replevin,  the 
claimant  of  attached  property  may  not  escape 
liability  upon  his  bond  by  reason  of  the  death 
of  the  animal  In  question  during  the  pendency 
of  the  action,  since  by  his  wrongful  interfer- 
ence he  protracted  the  litigation,  resulting  in 
the  loss  of  the  attached  property.  Dear  v. 
Brannon,  4  Bush,  471. 

The  court  says,  obiter,  in  Stevens  v.  Tuite, 
104  Mass.  828 :  "Even  in  the  case  of  perishable 
property,  or  such  as  has  been  worn  out  or  de- 
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predated  by  use,  or  been  destroyed  by  fire  or 
other  accident  .  .  .  since  the  service  of 
the  writ,  the  bond  would  still  continue  to  rep- 
resent it ;  and  the  remedy  upon  the  bond  is  un- 
derstood to  be  its  equivalent.'* 

A  defendant  in  replevin,  who  had  given  a 
bond  for  the  forthcoming  of  the  property,  is 
not  released  from  her  liability  thereunder  by 
the  destruction  of  the  property,  even  though 
it  resulted  from  circumstances  beyond  her  con- 
trol and  without  her  fault.  George  v.  Hewlett* 
70  Miss.  2,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  626,  12  So.  855. 

Such  as  the  burning  of  the  property  while  in 
his  possession.  McPherson  v.  Acme  Lumber 
Co.  70  Miss.  649,  12  So.  857. 

When  the  defendant  in  replevin  gives  a 
forthcoming  bond,  liability  for  the  goods  Ib 
thereby  fixed  upon  him  and  his  sureties,  which 
is  not  affected  by  the  partial  destruction  of  the 
property:  and  a  tender  of  the  partially*  de- 
stroyed property  will  not  relieve  them.  Hax- 
lett  T.  Witherspoon  (Misa ;  25  So.  150. 

A  tender  in  money  of  the  value,  as  found  by 
the  court,  of  articles  replevied,  but  which  are 
loet  or  cannot  be  returned,  is  the  proper  course. 
Reavis  v.  Homer,  11  Neb.  479,  9  N.  W.  643. 

It  appearing  that  the  property  replevied  was 
destroyed  by  fire,  a  failure  to  render  an  alter- 
native judgment  is  not  prejudicial  error.  Rich- 
ardson Drug  Co.  V.  Teasdall,  59  Neb.  150,  80 
N.  W.  488.  To  the  same  effect  is  Brown  v. 
Johnson.  45  Cal.  76,  »upra. 

In  a  few  states — Maine,  New  York,  and  Ten- 
nessee— decisions  more  or  less  at  variance  with 
the  rule  above  shown  are  found. 

Thus,  in  Maine,  the  natural  death  of  a 
horse  without  the  fault  of  anyone,  while  Id 
the  possession  of  the  plaintiff  In  replevin,  but 
before  the  determination  of  the  action,  was 
held  a  valid  excuse  for  a  failure  to  return  it 
according  to  the  condition  of  the  replevin  bond» 
in  an  action  thereon.  Melvin  v.  Winslow,  10  Me. 
307.  This  decision  is  expressly  disapproved  in 
De  Thomas  v.  Witherby,  61  Cal.  92,  44  Am. 
Rep.  542,  supra. 

In  a  subsequent  Maine  case.  Walker  v.  Os- 
good, 53  Me.  422,  the  court  distingtiishes  Mel- 
vin V.  Winslow.  and  limits  the  rule  therein  laid 
down  by  holding  that  the  death  of  an  animal 
without  fault,  pending  the  replevin  action* 
exonerates  the  plaintiff  in  replevin  from  lia- 
bility in  an  action  upon  the  replevin  bond.  If  the 
replevin  suit  was  instituted  and  prosecuted  In 
good  faith  and  in  the  honest  belief  of  a  good  title. 

In  New  York,  upon  the  principle  that  whev 
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Argued  before  Lurton,  Severens,  and  Rich- 
ards, Circuit  Judges. 

Mr.  W.  A.  Percy  for  plaintiff  in  error. 

Mr.  Tim  E.  Cooper,  for  defendant  in 
error: 

When  performance  of  the  condition  of  a 
bond  becomes  impossible  by  the  act  of  the  ob- 
ligor, such  impossibility  forms  no  answer  to 
an  action  on  the  bond. 

Besunck  v.  Swindells,  3  Ad.  &  El.  883; 
Broom,  Legal  Maxims,  200;  Doe  ew  dem. 
Muston  V.  aiadwin,  6  Q.  B.  963;  Keys  v. 
Harvoood,  2  C.  B.  905 ;  Walker  v.  Walker,  2 
De  G.  F.  A  J.  255,  29  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  856; 
Dunlap  V.  Clements,  18  Ala.  778;  Jceger  v. 
Stoelting,  30  Ind.  341;  Stoain  v.  Bartlett,  82 
Mo.  A  pp.  642;  Duchess  of  Kingston's  Case, 
20  How.  St.  Tr.  355,  2  Smith,  Lead.  Cas.  435. 


No  error  was  committed  in  the  assessment 
of  damages,  of  which  the  plaintiff  in  error 
can  complain. 

Maylerry  v.  CKffe,  7  Coldw.  117. 

The  judgment  is  in  accordance  with  the 
statute. 

Doman  Bros.  v.  Benham  Furniture  Co. 
102  Tenn.  303,  52  S.  W.  38. 

The  return  of  the  marshal  is  conclusive. 

Crane  v.  McCoy,  1  Bond,  422,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  3,354. 

Iinrton,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

Many  errors  have  been  assigned,  but  in 
the  argument  those  which  are  relied  upon 
may,  in  substance,  be  reduced  to  two:  (1) 
That  the  court  erred  in  not  instructing  the 


a  bond  becomes  Impossible  of  performance  by 
the  act  of  Ood  or  of  the  law,  the  obligors  are 
excused.  It  was  held  In  Carpenter  v.  Stevens, 
12  Wend.  589.  an  action  upon  a  replevin  bond, 
thnt  a  plea  that,  before  Judgment  de  retomo 
habendo  in  the  replevin  action,  the  animal  re- 
plevied died,  without  the  act  or  default  of  the 
plaintiff  In  replevin,  but  by  the  act  of  Ood,  was 
a  good  plea,  tbe  legal  presumption  being  that 
it  would  have  died  had  it  not  been  taken  from 
the  possession  of  the  legal  owners.  This  de- 
cision was  expressly  disapproved  in  De  Thomas 
V.  Wltherby,  61  Cal.  92,  44  Am.  Rep.  642, 
Mupra ;  and  in  a  subsequent  New  York  case, 
Suydam  v.  Jenkins,  8  Sandf.  643,  tbe  court 
says  in  regard  to  it:  "The  decision  is  one  of 
those  which  we  regret,  but  are  constrained  to 
say  we  cannot  follow.  It  appears  to  us  to  be 
wrong  in  principle,  and  It  is  plainly  contradict- 
ed by  many  authorities.  The  undertaking  of 
the  plaintiff  in  the  replevin  bond,  we  conceive, 
is  absolute  to  return  the  goods,  or  pay  their 
value  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  bond. 
We  cannot  think  that  a  wrongdoer  is  ever  to 
be  treated  as  a  mere  bailee,  and  that  the  prop- 
erty in  his  possession  is  to  any  extent  at  the 
risk  of  the  owner."  Tbe  point  in  this  last  de- 
cision-was the  proper  measure  of  damages  up- 
on a  recovery  In  replevin  upon  election  to  take 
judgment  for  value. 

In  Tennessee  a  statute  has  existed  since 
1845-46  to  the  effect  that  if  the  issue  be  found 
for  the  defendant,  the  Judgment  shall  be  that 
the  goods  be  returned  to  him,  or,  on  failure, 
that  he  recover  their-  value,  etc.  Shannon's 
Code,  i  5144.  A  statutory  bond  is  provided 
for.  conditioned  to  perform  the  Judgment  of 
the  court  in  the  premises.  Shannon's  Code,  f 
5131. 

The  early  case  of  Mosely  v.  Baker,  2  Sneed, 
367,  is  not  strictly  an  action  of  replevin.  One 
claiming  slaves  under  a  bill  of  sale  obtained  in 
equity  an  injunction  forbidding  their  sale,  and, 
upon  giving  a  forthcoming  bond,  obtained  pos- 
session of  them  to  abide  the  decree  of  the 
court.  The  slaves  died  of  cholera  while  in  his 
possession.  Upon  the  ground  that  the  plaintiff 
acted  in  good  faith,  although  without  sufficient 
legal  cause,  it  was  held  that  the  death  of  the 
slaves,  occurring,  as  it  did,  without  any  want 
of  proper  care  upon  his  part,  was  an  act  of 
Ciod  operating  to  make  the  performance  of  the 
condition  of  redelivery  in  the  bond  impossible, 
and  therefore  excusing  the  obligors  therein 
60  L.  R.  A. 


from  its  performance.  This  decision  is  ex- 
t^ressly  disapproved  in  Supplger  v.  Gruaz,  187 
III.  216,  27  N.  E.  22.  aupra. 

Upon  the  same  theory,  it  was  held  In  Bobo 
V.  Patton,  6  Helsk.  172,  19  Am.  Rep.  593,  In 
the  words  of  the  opinion:  "The  plaintiff  in 
replevin  who  takes  possession  of  the  property 
pending  the  litigation,  takes  the  possession 
with  a  view  to  litigating  the  title.  If,  during 
such  possession  and  before  the  trial,  by  the  act 
of  God  or  without  the  fault  of  the  plaintiff, 
the  property  be  lost  or  destroyed,  the  plaintiff 
Is  not  to  be  held  liable  for  its  value.  .  .  . 
The  principle  is  that  if  a  bond  or  obligation 
possible  of  performance  .  .  .  becomes  im- 
possible by  the  act  of  God,  or  of  the  law,     .     . 

the  obligation  will  be  saved."  The  court, 
so  far  as  appears,  bases  its  conclusion  entirely 
upon  the  principle  above  stated,  evidently  re- 
garding the  provisions  of  the  statutes  above 
set  out  subject  thereto.  This  decision  was  ex- 
pressly disapproved  in  Supplger  v.  Gruas,  137 
111.  216.  27  N.  E.  22,  supra. 

All  the  other  Tennessee  cases  In  which  the 
point  under  discussion  arose  are  cases  of  the 
replevy  of  attached  property,  especially  in  re- 
gard to  which  tbe  Code  provides :  f  6275. 
"The  death  or  destruction  of  the  property, 
without  any  fault  of  the  defendant,  after  the 
replevy,  is  no  defense  to  the  liability  on  such 
bond." 

So,  sureties  in  replevin  bonds  in  cases  of  at- 
tachment levied  are  liable  thereunder  notwith- 
standing the  death  or  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty by  act  of  God.  Barry  v.  Frayser,  10 
Helsk.  206. 

And  where  property  attached  Is  replevied 
the  bond  represents  the  debt,  and  stands  In  lieu 
of  the  property,  so  that  upon  proof  of  the  de- 
struction of  the  latter,  It  not  appearing  wheth- 
er by  plaintiff's  fault  or  not,  a  Judgment  for  the 
value  of  the  property  r.s  stated  in  the  bond 
Is  proper,  without  being  in  the  alternative  for 
a  return  of  the  property.  Epperson  v.  Van 
Pelt,  9  Baxt.  74.  The  principle  of  Bobo  v.  Pat- 
ton,  6  Helsk.  172,  19  Am.  Rep.  593,  supra,  was 
declared  not  to  apply  on  account  of  the  statute 
above  set  out. 

The  court  says,  in  Kuhn  v.  Spellacy,  3  I^a, 
282,  a  case  of  the  replevy  of  attached  property, 
that,  if  a  forthcoming  bond  be  construed  as  a 
common-law,  rather  than  a  statutory,  bond, 
then,  if  the  return  of  the  property  becomes  Im- 
possible  by    act   of   God,   the   obligors   are   re- 
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jury  to  return  no  verdict  for  the  return  of 
the  lumber  replevied,  nor  for  the  value,  nor 
for  any  damages  for  detention.  (2)  That 
the  court  erred  in  not  instructing  the  jury 
that  any  verdict  in  favor  of  the  defendant 
must  be  limited  to  the  market  value  of  the 
lumber  replevied  on  the  day  of  its  seizure, 
less  a  pro  rata  part  of  the  award  to  plain- 
tiff as  salvage  in  a  certain  admiralty  pro- 
ceeding against  same,  to  be  mentioned  here- 
after. 

That  the  plaintiff  did  not  have  the  title, 
or  right  of  possession,  or  any  sort  of  special 
property,  in  the  235,000  feet  of  lumber  seized 
under  its  writ  of  replevin  was  conceded,  and 
the  only  controversy  was  in  respect  of  the 
character  of  the  judgment  in  favor  of  de- 
fendant.   In  Tennessee  the  action  of  replev- 


in is  regulated  by  statute,  and  the  plaintiff 
is  required  to  give  a  "bond  in  double  the 
value  of  the  property,  payable  to  the  defend- 
ant, and  conditioned  to  be  void  if  the  plain- 
tiff abide  by  and  perform  the  judgment  of 
the  court  in  the  premises."  Shannon's  Code 
(Tenn.)  §6131.  By  §5144  it  is  provided 
that,  "if  the  issue  is  found  for  the  defendant, 
or  the  plaintiff  dismisses,  or  fails  to  prose- 
cute, his  suit,  the  judgment  shall  be  that 
the  goods  be  returned  to  the  defendant,  or,, 
on  failure,  that  the  defendant  recover  their 
value,  with  interest  thereon  and  damages  for 
the  detention,,  the  value  of  the  property  and 
the  damages  to  be  assessed  by  the  jury  try- 
ing the  cause." 

The  defense  against  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  the  defendant  for  the  value  of  the  proper- 


leased;  citing  Mosely  v.  Baker,  2  Sneed,  369, 
supra. 

Thus,  it  is  apparent  that  in  Tennessee  the 
courts  have  been  inclined  to  depart  from  the 
almost  universal  rule  upon  this  question,  ex- 
cept where  held  closely  to  it  by  the  statute  in 
the  case  of  the  replevy  of  attached  property. 
The  decision  in  Thbbb  States  Lumbbr  Co.  v. 
Blanks  is  in  harmony  with  the  great  weight 
of  authority,  but,  as  recognized  in  the  opinion 
therein,  is  in  conflict  with  the  trend  of  the 
Tennessee  cases  which,  so  far.  have  bad  the 
question  up. 

b.  BmanoipaUon  gf  alaves. 

The  few  cases  as  to  the  effect  of  the  emanci- 
pation of  slaves  seized  in  replevin,  upon  the  ob- 
ligation to  return  them,  are  unanimous  in  hold- 
ing the  obligors  thereby  relieved  from  their  ob- 
ligation. 

In  Alabama,  where  special  provision  is  made 
by  statute  in  regard  to  the  death  of  replevied 
property.  It  was  held  not  to  extend  to  cases  of 
the  destruction  of  property  Dy  emancipation, 
but  that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  con- 
dition of  a  replevin  bond  to  return  slaves  is 
excused.    Qlover  v.  Taylor,  41  Ala.  124. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Tennessee  that  the  eman- 
cipation of  slaves  held  under  a  replevin  bond 
excuses  the  obligors  therein  from  the  condition 
to  return  the  property ;  that  the  emancipation 
of  slaves  is  not  embraced  in  the  statute  pro- 
viding that  the  death  or  destruction  of  the 
property  is  no  defense  to  liability  on  the  bond. 
Green  v.  Lanier,  5  Helsk.  662. 

And  so,  where  an  injunction  against  the  sale 
of  negroes  by  creditors  of  a  husband  was  al- 
lowed to  the  wife,  who  claimed  property  in 
them,  and  they  were  delivered  to  her  to  abide 
a  decree  in  the  cause,  upon  her  giving  a  forth- 
coming bond,  the  emancipation  of  the  negroes 
was  held  to  absolve  her  from  her  obligations 
under  the  bond,  on  the  ground  that  the  negroes 
were  in  custodia  legis  during  the  pendency  of 
the  action,  and,  upon  the  condition  becoming 
impossible  by  act  of  God,  the  obligation  was 
saved.    Green  v.  Smith,  4  Coldw.  440. 

One  in  possession  of  a  slave  under  a  replevy 
bond  under  the  belief  that  his  possession  is 
rightful  is  not  liable  under  the  condition  to 
return  in  the  bond  when  that  condition  becomes 
impossible  of  performance  by  reason  of  the 
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slave's  emancipation.     Pait  v.  McCutchen,  43- 
Tex.  291. 

II.  Depreciation  of  the  property. 

There  is  no  doubt  as  to  the  liability  of  one  In 
possession  of  property  seized  under  writ  of  re- 
plevin, for  Its  depreciation  in  value  during 
the  time  of  its  detention  hy  him,  if  the  action 
is  decided  against  him,  and  Judgment  de  retorna 
habendo  is  rendered. 

'*It  would  be  anything  but  an  act  of  justice  to- 
permit  a  person  who  has  wrongfully  deprived 
another  of  his  goods,  and  retained  them  in  his 
possession  until  they  were  nearly  destroyed  by 
time  and  use,  afterwards,  when  Judgment  was 
rendered  against  him  for  his  wrongful  act,  to- 
save  a  forfeiture  of  the  bond  by  an  offer  to  re- 
turn the  article  In  its  depreciated  condition. 
Nor  can  the  sureties  be  placed  in  any  better 
situation  than  the  principal."  Gibbs  v.  Bart- 
lett,  2  Watts  &  S.  34,  oUter. 

The  real  owner  in  an  action  for  wrongfur 
taking  and  detention  may  recover  the  value  of 
any  injury  the  property  may  have  sustained. 
Philips  V.  Uarrlss,  8  J.  J.  Marsh.  122,  1» 
Am.  Dec.  166. 

The  rule  of  damages  In  replevin  Includes 
damages  for  depreciation,  if  any,  between  the 
time  of  taking  and  the  time  of  the  trial.  Miller 
V.  Bryden,  34  Mo.  App.  602. 

Compensation  for  any  actual  Injury  to  the 
property  wrongfully  taken  is  one  of  the  ele- 
ments of  damage  assessable  against  the  defend- 
ant by  a  successful  plaintiff  in  replevin.  Aber 
V.  Bratton,  60  Mich.  357,  27  N.  W.  564;  Teel 
V.  Miles,  51  Neb.  545,  71  N.  W.  296;  Mitchell 
V.  Burch,  36  Ind.  529;  Brennan  v.  Sblnkle.  89 
111.  604 ;  Wadleigh  v.  Buckingham,  80  Wis.  280, 
49  N.  W.  745 ;  Beverldge  v.  Welch,  7  Wis.  465. 

Or  In  the  action  to  recover  possession  of 
personal  property  provided  by  the  Code  as  a 
substitute  for  the  action  of  replevin.  Young 
V.  Wlllet,  8  Bosw.  486. 

But  a  plaintiff  in  replevin,  who  retained 
possession  of  the  articles  replevied  untl4  ren- 
dition of  Judgment,  cannot  claim  damages  for 
depreciation  in  their  value  during  that  period. 
Gordon  v.  Jenney,  16  Mass.  465.  The  court 
says:  "Any  deterioration  of  the  goods  while 
in  possession  of  the  defendant  after  the  un- 
lawful taking  Is  a  proper  subject  of  damages. 
But  after  they  are  restored,  if  they  should  be 
injured,    decayed,    or    otherwise     Impaired    in 
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ty  and  for  damages  for  detention  was 
grounded  upon  the  following  circumstances : 
The  lumber  seized  was  upon  a  barge  ly- 
ing at  the  bank  of  the  Mississippi  river. 
The  defendant  had  contracted  to  sell  to  the 
Chicago  Mill  ft  Lumber  Company  a  large 
amount  of  lumber,  and  had  loaded  upon  a 
bai^  belonging  to  that  company  something 
more  than  400,000  feet  when  the  marshal 
executed  the  plaintiff's  writ  of  replevin. 
This  writ  he  returned  "as  executed  as  the 
law  directs  by  taking  the  within-described 
property  out  of  the  possession  of  the  with- 
in-named H.  B.  Blanks,  and  delivering  said 
property  to  O.  H.  Scoggins,  agent  of  the 
Three  States  Lumber  Company,  for  the  said 
Three  States  Lumber  Company."  Although 
there  was  upon  the  barge  considerably  more 


than  250,000  feet  of  lumber,  no  separation 
appears  to  have  been  made,  and  there  was 
evidence  tending  to  show  that,  although  the 
plaintiff's  agent  claimed  possession  of  only 
250,000  feet,  he  took  possession  of  the 
barge  and  all  of  the  lumber  thereon,  and 
made  no  effort  to  separate  that  seized  or 
claimed  from  that  not  so  claimed.  However 
defective  such  a  levy  may  be  as  against  the 
defendant  or  a  stranger,  in  a  proceeding 
where  such  a  question  misfht  be  properly 
made,  it  is  clear  that,  if  the  plaintiff  ob- 
tained the  actual  possession  of  the  lumber 
of  the  defendant  under  his  replevin  writ, 
whether  by  right  or  by  wrong,  he  is,  for  the 
purposes  of  the  questions  here  to  be  con- 
sidered, estopped  to  say  that  the  writ  wa«i 
wrongly  issued  or  executed,  or  to  contradict 


valae.  It  must  be  at  the  plaintiff's  risk,  if  he 
prevails  in  the  suit,  however  long  the  process 
may  continue;  hecause  he  may  always  convert 
them  into  money,  under  such  circumstances  as 
will  furnish  proper  evidence  of  their  value, 
wlien  he  comes  to  be  answerable  upon  his  hond, 
or  he  may  keep  them  in  possession,  at  his 
election.** 

If  the  property  has  depreciated  in  the  hands 
of  the  plaintiff,  such  depreciation  should  be 
considered  in  fixing  the  damages,  when  the  de- 
fendant is  successful.  Mix  v.  Kepner,  81  Mo. 
98;  Rowley  v.  Gibbs.  14  Johns.  385. 

The  court  recognized  in  Harrison  v.  Chap- 
pell.  84  N.  C.  258,  the  recoverability  by  de- 
fendant of  damages  for  deterioration. 

A  surety  on  a  replevin  bond  is  liable  for  de- 
preciation caused  by  the  wrongful  conduct  of 
the  person  replevying  the  property.  Bradley 
V.  Reynolds,  61  Conn.  271,  23  Atl.  928. 

It  Is  said  in  Capital  Lumbering  Co.  v. 
Learned.  86  Or.  544,  78  Am.  St.  Rep.  792,  59 
Pac.  454,  that,  when  a  return  of  personal  prop- 
erty is  adjudged  in  an  action  for  its  recovery, 
it  Is  the  duty  of  the  plaintiff,  if  he  has  secured 
possession  thereof  pending  the  litigation,  and 
would  escape  the  penalty  of  his  undertaking, 
to  take  active  measures  to  redeliver  it  to  the 
defendant  within  a  reasonable  time  in  the  same 
condition  as  When  taken. 

A  statute  providing  that  plaintiff  is  to  "re- 
tnm  the  said  property  in  case  such  shall  be 
the  final  Judgment"  was  not  Intended  to  do 
away  with  the  theretofore  existing  obligation 
to  retom  It  In  like  good  order  and  condition 
as  when  taken,  and  therefore,  when  part  of  the 
goods  were  deteriorated  and  much  depreciated 
In  value,  a  proper  allowance  will  be  made  for 
the  depreciation.  Parker  v.  Simonds,  8  Met. 
205. 

**If  the  property  is  damaged  or  deteriorated 
to  actual  value  while  In  the  plaintiff's  custody 
In  any  respect,  .  .  .  this  damage  or  de- 
terioration must  also  be  allowed  in  the  calcu- 
lation; otherwise  it  would  be  in  the  power  of 
the  plaintiff,  by  returning  the  damaged  or  de- 
teriorated property,  to  throw  upon  the  defend- 
ant the  loss  which  he  himself  ought  to  sus- 
tain."   Mayberry  v.  Cliffe.  7  Coldw.  117.  obiter. 

Mere  restoration  by  the  plaintiff  in  replevin 
of  the  goods  replevied,  if  damaged,  will  not  be 
a  compliance  with  the  bond  which  requires 
them  to  be  restored  in  like  good  order  and  cod- 
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dition  as  when  taken.  Berry  v.  Hoeffner,  66 
Me.  170. 

Where  a  plaintiff  in  replevin  fails  to  re- 
turn some  of  the  goods,  and  those  which  are 
returned  are  injured,  the  damages,  in  a  suit 
on  his  bond,  include  the  value  of  the  goods 
not  returned,  and  the  deterioration  in  value 
resulting  from  the  injury  of  those  returned. 
Franks  v.  Matson,  211  III.  338,  71  N.  E.  1011. 

A  sheriff  entitled  to  a  return  of  property 
replevied  is  entitled  to  damages  on  account  of 
its  depreciation  while  in  the  hands  of  the 
plaintiff  in  replevin.  Bowersock  v.  Adams,  59 
Kan.  779,  Appx.  64  Pac.   1064. 

But  after  a  redelivery  of  the  property  in- 
volved in  claim  and  delivery  proceedings  to  the 
defendant,  he  is  not  entitled,  upon  being  suc- 
cessful in  the  action,  to  recover  on  plaintiff's 
bond  any  damage  to,  or  depreciation  in  the 
value  of,  the  property  subsequent  to  that  time. 
Katz  V.  Hlavac,  88  Minn.  56,  02  N.  W.  506. 

A  plaintiff  in  replevin  may  recover  the  de- 
preciation in  value  of  a  horse,  caused  by  im- 
proper care  and  attention.  Riley  v.  LIttlefield, 
84  Mich.  22,  47  N.  W.  576. 

If  a  horse,  while  detained,  was  injured 
through  the  carelessness  or  neglect  of  the  de- 
fendant, the  plaintiff  in  replevin  may  recover 
his  expenses  in  taking  care  of  and  doctoring 
the  horse,  over  and  above  what  his  expenses 
would  have  been  had  the  animal  not  been  in- 
jured. He  may  also  recover  for  permanent 
depreciation  in  value  of  the  horse,  resulting 
from  the  injury.  Zitske  v.  Goldberg,  38  Wis. 
216. 

Deterioration  of  a  buggy,  harness,  and  horse 
between  the  time  of  taking  and  the  day  of 
trial  is  one  of  the  Just  and  proper  elements  of 
damage  for  the  detention  of  the  property. 
Hinchey  v.  Koch,  42  Mo.  App.  230. 

But  in  one  case,  Odeil  v.  Hole,  25  III.  204. 
it  is  held  that  the  natural  depreciation  in  value 
of  a  mare  while  in  the  possession  of  a  plaintiff 
in  replevin  cannot  be  recovered :  for  any  de- 
preciation, however,  caused  by  abuse  or  want  of 
reasonable  care,  it  is  conceded  that  recovery 
may  be  had. 

A  tender  of  a  piano  in  a  worse  condition  than 
it  was  in  when  taken  possession  of  under  writ 
of  replevin,  the  depreciation  being  due  to  the 
ordinary  wear  and  tear  resulting  from  use,  wil) 
not  fulfil  the  requirement  of  the  replevin  bond. 
Johnson  v.  Mason,  70  N.  J.  L.  13,  r)0  Atl.  137. 

The  tender  of  an  engine  in  a  condition  much 
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the  return  of  the  marshal.     6  Bacon  Abr. 
Wilson's  ed.  ♦  ♦  59,  60. 

This  barge,  while  lying  at  the  bank  of  the 
river,  sank  through  stress  of  storm,  and 
about  half  of  the  lumber  was  submerged. 
The  plaintiff  thereupon  raised  the  barge, 
and  loaded  the  lumber  upon  other  barges 
hired  by  it,  and  carried  the  lumber  to 
Cairo,  Illinois.  There  the  plaintiff  caused 
the  entire  400,000  feet  of  lumber  to  be 
libeled  in  a  proceeding  started  by  itself  in 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States  for 
the  southern  district  of  Illinois,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enforcing  against  same  a  claim  in 
favor  of  itself  for  salvage  and  towage.  By 
due  course  of  proceedings  in  said  cause,  said 
lumber  was  seized,  and  a  salvage  allowance 
of  $1,833.20  made  in  favor  of  the  libelant, 
and  said  lumber  was  exposed  and  sold  under 
decree  of  said  court  for  the  sum  of  $2,000. 
After  satisfying  costs  and  libelant's  sal- 
vage claim  there  remained  in  court  the  sum 
of  about  $50  for  the  owners,  whoever  they 


may  be,  who  had  shared  in  the  benefit  of 
the  libelant's  salvage  services. 

The  decree  of  the  district  court  in  this 
proceeding  is  now  relied  upon  as  a  complete 
defense  to  any  demand  of  the  defendant  for 
a  judgment  for  the  return  of  the  lumber 
seized,  or  for  its  value,  or  for  its  detention, 
although  the  plaintiff  had  no  shadow  of 
title  or  right  to  the  lumber  taken  under  its 
writ  of  replevin.  The  conclusiveness  of  that 
decree  as  a  decree  in  rem  is  not  and  cannot 
be  collaterally  disputed.  By  that  decree  it 
is  effectually  determined  that  the  plaintiff 
had  rendered  salvage  services  to  the  extent 
of  $1,833.29,  and  that  the  same  could  be  en- 
forced, at  its  demand,  against  the  lumber  in 
question.  Under  the  sale  made  in  pursu- 
ance of  that  decree,  the  title  and  right  of 
possession  have  effectually  passed  to  the 
purchaser. 

The  question  we  must  decide  is  whether 
that  proceeding  operates  as  a  discharge  of 
the  plaintiff's  obligation  to  prosecute  his 
suit  with  effect,  or  return  the  property  re- 


deterlorated  from  Its  condition  when  taken  Is 
not  a  compliance  with  a  Judgment  requiring  it 
to  be  In  as  good  condition  as  when  taken. 
Nichols  &  S.  Co.  V.  Paulson,  10  N.  D.  440,  87 
N.   W.   977. 

The  plaintiff  in  replevin  may  recover  dam- 
ages for  depreciation  in  ice  replevied,  caused 
by  its  melting  away.  FIndlay  v.  Knickerhocker 
Ice  Co.   104  Wis.  375,  80  N.  W.  436. 

A  plaintiff  In  replevin  is  liable  for  the  de- 
preciation in  value  of  a  portion  of  ice  replevied, 
which  was  returned  in  not  as  good  order  and 
condition  as  when  taken.  Washington  Ice.  Co. 
T.  Webster,  125  U.  S.  426,  31  L.  ed.  799,  8  Sup. 
Ct.   Rep.   947. 

Depreciation  in  the  market  value  of  the 
property  while  detained  will  also  render  the 
one  detaining  It  liable  therefor,  if  unsuccess- 
ful in  the  action. 

Thus,  depreciation  In  the  value  of  a  note 
while  retained  by  a  plaintiff  In  replevin  is  re- 
coverable. Fair  V.  Citizens'  State  Bank,  69 
Kan.  353.  76  Pac.  847. 

The  plaintiff.  In  an  action  of  replevin  for  the 
possession  of  bonds,  is  entitled  to  recover  any 
depreciation  of  value  In  the  bonds  between  the 
time  he  became  entitled  to  their  possession 
and  the  time  when  he  actually  received  them. 
Clow  V.  Yount,  93  111.  App.  112. 

The  allowance  of  damages  for  a  decrease  in 
tho  market  value  of  cattle  during  the  time  they 
were  wrongfully  detained  by  the  defendant  In 
replevin  is  not  error.  Russell  v.  Smith,  14 
Kan.  366. 

And  deterioration  in  iron  and  In  the  market 
price  thereof  during  the  pendency  of  the  re- 
plevin action  Is  a  proper  element  of  the  dam- 
ages recoverable  by  the  defendant.  Boylston 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Davis,  70  N.  C.  485. 

The  measure  of  damages  upon  a  return  of 
part  of  the  goods  in  a  damaged  condition  on 
account  of  bad  packing  and  storage  is  the  dif- 
ference between  the  value  of  the  property  so 
damaged  and  Its  value  when  taken.  Yelton  v. 
Slinkard.  85  Ind.  190. 

But  the  recovery  of  damages  for  depreciation 
on  L.  R,  A, 


Is  conditioned,  however,  upon  the  return  of  the 
property, — If  an  alternative  Judgment  for  the 
value  Is  had,  the  value  therein  is  fixed  as  of  the 
day  of  taking.  Schrandt  v.  Young,  62  Nebu 
254,  86  N.  W.  1085. 

An  allowance  of  $5,000  for  depreciation  upon 
property  worth  $2,000  at  the  time  of  trial.  In 
the  absence  of  any  evidence  to  warrant  It,  Is 
erroneous.  Crossley  v.  Hojer,  11  Misc.  57,  31 
N.  Y.  Supp.  837,  Afllrmed  In  168  N.  Y.  734,  53 
N.  B.  1124. 

If  special  damages  on  account  of  deprecia- 
tion are  claimed,  they  must  be  specially  plead- 
ed. Whitney  v.  Levon,  34  Neb.  448,  61  N.  W. 
972. 

So,  In  an  action  to  recover  a  mare,  a  plaintiff 
may  not  recover  special  damage  caused  by 
reason  of  the  mare's  having  been  placed  In  poor 
pasturage  by  defendant,  unless  the  facts  are 
specially  averred  In  the  complaint.  Stevenson 
V.  Smith,  28  Cal.  102,  87  Am.  Dec.  107. 

In  n  few  Instances  the  courts  have  not  re- 
garded the  damages  for  depreciation  recover- 
able In  the  replevin  action. 

Thus,  damages  for  injury  and  depreciation 
to  the  property  while  in  the  hands  of  the  plain- 
tiff In  replevin  are  properly  recoverable  in  an 
action  separate  from  the  replevin  action.  Colby 
V.  Yates,  12  Heisk.  267. 

And.  according  to  CItixens*  Nat  Bank  v. 
Oldham,  136  Mass.  515,  damages  for  deteriora- 
tion should  not  be  allowed  In  the  replevin  ac- 
tion.    The  remedy  Is  an  action  upon  the  bond. 

So,  damages  sustained  by  reason  of  deprecia- 
tion In  value  of  the  replevied  property  may  l>e 
recovered  by  the  defendant  In  replevin  in  a 
suit  on  the  replevin  bond.  Dalby  v.  Campbell, 
26  111.  App.  502. 

But  it  is  decided  in  Douglass  v.  Douglass, 
21  Wall.  98,  22  L.  ed.  470,  that  If  the  defend- 
ant In  replevin  Injured  the  property,  or  cul- 
pably suffered  It  to  become  Injured  while  It 
was  In  his  possession,  the  remedy  Is  not  a 
suit  on  the  bond,  when  the  bond  stipulated  only 
for  a  return  of  the  property,  and  nothing  else 
In  regard  to  it.  M.  M.  li. 
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pleyied  to  the  defendant,  or  pay  its  value, 
and  damages  for  detention.  Replevin  is  one 
of  the  most  ancient  and  well-defined  writs 
known  to  the  common  law.  The  plaintiff  in 
replevin  does  not  take  or  hold  the  goods  re- 
plevied as  a  bailee  or  custodian,  nor  are  the 
goods  in  any  sense  in  cuaiodia  legis.  It  Is 
an  ancient  common-law  procpeding  by  which 
the  owner  recovers  possession  of  his  own. 
It  is  defined  in  the  old  books  as  "a  redeliv- 
ery to  the  owner,  by  the  sheriff,  of  his  cattle 
or  goods  distrained  upon  any  cause,  upon 
surety  that  he  will  pursue  the  action  against 
him  that  distrained.  If  he  pursue  it  not, 
or  if  it  be  adjudged  against  him,  then  he  who 
took  the  distress  shall  have  it  again,  and 
for  that  purpose  may  have  a  writ  of  re- 
torno  habendo."  6  Bacon,  Abr.  Wilson's  ed. 
•52.  By  the  statute  of  Westminster  II., 
chap.  2,  i  3,  13  Edw.  I.,  the  sheriff  was  re- 
quired to  taJce  pledges  from  the  plaintiff  in 
an  action  of  replevin  that  he  would  prose- 
cute the  suit  and  return  the  property  re- 
plevied if  the  court  should  so  direct,  and  by 
a  later  statute  of  the  time  of  George  II.  he 
was  required  to  take  a  bond  with  sureties 
that  he  would  prosecute  without  delay,  and 
for  the  return  of  the  property  in  case  its  re- 
turn should  be  awarded.  24  Am.  ft  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  629.  If  the  goods 
were  not  restored  under  the  writ  of  retorno 
habendo,  this  was  a  breach  of  obligation  to 
return,  and  the  return  of  elongata,  or  eloign- 
ment,  by  a  sheriff  on  a  writ  de  retorno  ha- 
bendo  is  conclusive  in  an  action  on  the  re- 
plevin bond.  Caldwell  v.  West,  21  N.  J.  L. 
411.  The  plaintiff's  possession  of  the  goods 
is  for  himself.  His  pledges  or  sureties  are 
substituted  for  the  goods,  and  he  holds  sub- 
ject to  his  own  disposition,  free  from  any  lien 
in  behalf  of  his  sureties.  6  Bacon,  Abr.  *67. 
His  failure  to  establish  his  title  fixes  his 
status  as  a  wrongdoer.  Being  a  wrongdoer, 
he  is  not  permitted  to  set  up  even  a  blame- 
less loss  or  destruction  of  the  defendant's 
property,  while  wrongfully  withheld  from 
him,  as  a  discharge  of  his  obligation  to  re- 
turn the  goods  or  pay  th^ ir  value  and  dam- 
ages. Cobbey,  Replevin,  § ;  Shinn,  Re- 
plevin, S  812;  24  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.  p.  536;  6  Bacon,  Abr.  Wilson's  ed.  *67; 
Wells.  Replevin,  §§  456,  601.  The  case  of 
Whitfield  V.  Whitfield,  44  Miss.  254,  cited 
to  the  contrary,  is  overruled  by  George  v. 
Hewlett,  70  Miss.  2,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  626,  12 
So.  855.  Carpenter  y,  Stevens,  12  Wend.  589, 
is  also  overruled  by  Suydam  v.  Jenkins,  3 
Sandf.  643.  The  other  Mississippi  cases 
cited  in  brief  of  plaintiff  in  error  are  like- 
wise explained  away  in  Oeorge  v.  Hewlett, 
70  Miss.  2,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  626,  12  So.  855. 
The  Tennessee  Ck>de  provisions  prescribing 
the  bond  to  be  executed  and  the  judgment  to 
be  rendered  when  the  plaintiff  fails  in  his 
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suit  do  not  materially  depart  from  the  com- 
mon law  and  the  terms  of  the  ancient 
statutes  requiring  the  plaintiff  to  give  se- 
curity for  the  return  of  the  property  if  it 
shall  be  so  adjudged,  unless  it  be  in  respect 
to  interest  upon  the  value,  and  the  option 
to  the  plaintiff  to  return  or  pay  value.  The 
statute  in  no  wise  deals  with  the  conse- 
quence if  the  plaintiff  is  unable  to  return  by 
reason  of  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the  prop- 
erty replevied.  The  Tennessee  supreme  court, 
in  Bobo  V.  Patton,  6  Heisk.  172,  19  Am.  Rep. 
593,  held  that  the  death  of  an  animal  re- 
plevied, without  fault,  relieved  the  plaintiff 
from  his  obligation  to  either  return  or  pay 
value.  But  this  was  put  upon  the  ground 
that,  "if  a  bond  or  obligation  possible  of  per- 
formanoe  at  the  time  of  execution  becomes 
impossible  by  the  act  of  God,  or  of  the  law, 
or  of  the  obligee  himself,  the  obligation  will 
be  saved;"  citing  Comyns,  Dig.  Condition, 
D;  1  Co.  Litt.,  and  certain  earlier  Tennessee 
cases,  dealing  with  bonds  made  under  decree 
of  courts  of  equity  for  the  forthcoming  of 
property  committed  to  the  custody  of  the 
obligor  as  receiver  or  custodian.  The  deci- 
sion did  not  profess  to  be  an  interpretation 
or  construction  of  any  statute,  but  was  put 
upon  principles  of  general  law.  It  is, 
therefore,  not  a  decision  which  a  court  of 
the  United  States  is  required  to  follow  with 
respect  to  the  liability  of  a  plaintiff  in  re- 
plevin whose  suit  was  prosecuted  in  a  court 
of  the  United  States,  under  a  bond  made  in 
such  court  according  to  the  requirement  of 
the  Tennessee  statute.  The  general  princi- 
ples governing  courts  of  the  United  States 
in  respect  of  state  laws  and  state  decisions 
are  so  fully  considered  in  Stuift  v.  Tyson,  16 
Pet.  1,  10  L.  ed.  865;  Venice  v.  Murdoch, 
92  U.  S.  494,  23  L.  ed.  583;  Chicago  v.  Rob- 
bins,  2  Black,  418,  17  L.  ed.  298;  and  Balti- 
more d  0.  R.  Co,  V.  BoAigh,  149  U.  S.  368- 
376,  37  L.  ed.  772-777,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914; 
and  by  this  court  in  Wilson  v,  Perrin,  11  C. 
C.  A.  66,  22  U.S.  App.  514,  62  Fed.  629; 
Byrne  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft,  8.  d  M,  R.  Co.  24 
L.  R.  A.  693,  9  C.  C.  A.  666,  22  U.  S.  App. 
220,  61  Fed.  605;  Zacher  v.  Fidelity  Trust 
d  8.  V.  Co.  45  C.  C.  A.  480,  106  Fed.  593; 
and  Elliott  v.  Felton,  56  C.  C.  A.  75,  119 
Fed.  270, — that  it  is  unnecessary  to  further 
consider  the  matter. 

The  question  as  to  what  will  excuse  a 
plaintiff  for  the  nonreturn  of  property  re- 
plevied when  he  fails  to  establish  his  title 
is  clearly  a  question  of  general  law,  and  was 
so  regarded  by  the  Tennessee  court  in  the 
case  cited.  It  is  not  a  decision  establishing 
a  rule  of  property,  as  in  Warburton  v. 
White,  176  U.  S.  484,  44  L.  ed.  655,  20  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  404;  nor  does  it  involve  the  con- 
struction of  a  state  statute,  as  in  Byrne  v. 
Kansas  City,  Ft.  8.  d  M.  R.  Co^  L.  R.  A. 
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693,  9  C.  C.  A.  666,  22  U.  S.  App.  220,  61 
Fed.  605 ;  nor  the  eflfect  or  validity  of  a  chat- 
tel mortgage,  as  in  Wilson  v.  Perrin,  11  C. 
C.  A.  66,  22  U.  S.  App.  514,  62  Fed.  629; 
nor  the  title  of  a  foreign  receiver  to  local 
property  under  a  general  assignment,  as  in 
Zacher  v.  Fidelity  Tru9t  d  8,  V.  Co.  46  C. 
C.  A.  480,  106  Fed.  593;  nor  the  extent  of 
the  powers  and  liability  of  a  local  munici- 
pal corporation,  as  in  Detroit  v.  OsbornCy  135 
U.  a  492,  34  L.  ed.  260,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1012.  The  obligation  of  the  plaintiiT  in  a 
replevin  suit  does  not  become  impossible  of 
performance  by  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the 
goods  replevied,  because  his  obligation  is  an 
alternative  one,  and,  if  it  has  become  impos- 
sible to  return  to  the  defendant  the  goods 
wrongfully  taken,  it  is  n6t  impossible  to  pay 
their  value.  And  under  Shannon's  Code 
(Tenn.)  8  5144,  ha  is  given  the  option  to  re- 
turn the  goods  or  pay  their  value. 

Nor  is  such  a  plaintiff  a  mere  custodian, 
responsible  only  for  negligence.  As  we  have 
seen,  replevin  is  a  redelivery  to  the  owner 
of  goods  wrongfully  taken  or  detained.  If 
in  fact  he  is  not  the  owner,  his  claim  was 
groundless,  and  he  must  restore  that  wrong- 
fully taken,  and  will  not  be  heard  to  say 
that  he  held  at  tbe  risk  of  the  true  owner, 
and  was  liable  only  for  negligence  as  a  re- 
ceiver or  other  bailee.  But  if  we  shall  re- 
gard the  case  of  Echo  v.  Patton,  6  Heisk. 
172,  19  Am.  Rep.  593,  as  a  case  which  we 
should  follow  as  defining  the  local  law  in 
reference  to  replevin  bonds  instituted  under 
the  Code  provisions  of  Tennessee,  that  deci- 
sion is  by  no  means  controlling  in  the  case 
now  under  consideration.  The  property  re- 
plevied in  that  suit  was  an  animal,  which 
died  from  disease  contracted  without  plain- 
tiff's fault  or  agency.  This  was  held  to  re- 
lieve the  plaintiff  from  liability  to  return, 
that  being,  of  course,  impossible,  and  to  also 
relieve  him  from  his  obligation  to  pay  her 
value.  The  death  of  the  animal  wholly 
without  the  agency  or  fault  of  the  plaintiff 
was,  in  fact,  a  blameless  misfortune.  But 
in  the  case  at  bar  the  plaintiff,  through  his 
own  act  and  active  agency,  elected  to  cause 
the  goods  replevied  to  be  exposed  to  sale  for 
the  satisfaction  of  an  alleged  salvor's  lien  in 
its  own  favQi*.  How  can  it  be  said  that  this 
property  has  been  lost  or  destroyed  or  taken 
from  him  without  any  active  agency  of  his 
own  ?  Quite  another  question  might  arise  if 
this  proceeding  had  been  adverse  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  proceeding  was  one  in  rem. 
The  defendant  did  not  appear  or  defend,  so 
that  no  judgment  in  personam  was  rendered. 

Considering  the  conclusiveness  of  the 
proceeding  as  to  the  lumber,  and  its  liabil- 
ity as  a  whole  to  the  salvage  and  towage 
claim  asserted  by  the  plaintiff  as  sole  libel- 
lant,  the  jact  remains  that  the  lumber  was 
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80  seized  and  subjected  to  this  claim  only 
at  the  instance  of  the  plaintiff  and  solely 
for  its  own  benefit.  There  was  evidence  that 
the  plaintiff's  agent  was  not  only  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  replevied  lumber,  but  of  the 
entire  cargo,  as  well  as  the  barge.  Whether 
it  be  regarded  as  in  possession  of  the  re- 
plevied lumber  as  owner,  or  only  as  a  bailee 
or  custodian,  it  was  under  obligation  to  pro- 
tect it  against  loss  or  injury,  and  in  taking 
it  off  the  submerged  boat  it  was  but  saving 
its  own  or  that  committed  to  it  as  a  bailee. 
Fleming  v.  Lay,  48  C.  C.  A.  748,  109  Fed. 
952,  956.  But  whatever  its  rights  against 
the  barge  and  the  remainder  of  the  cargo, 
it  could  not  have  a  salvor's  lien  against  its 
own  property  or  that  in  its  care  which  it 
was  under  legal  obligation  to  save.  Sal- 
vage is  a  reward  for  services  successfully 
rendered  in  saving  property  from  maritime 
danger  by  one  under  no  obligation  or  duty 
to  render  the  service.  The  Neptune,  1  Hagg. 
Adm.  227,  236;  Firemen's  Charitable  Asso. 
V.  Ross,  9  C.  C.  A.  70,  13  U.  S.  App.  643,  60 
Fed.  4^6;  The  Lydia  A.  Harvey,  84  Fed. 
1000;  Murphy  v.  The  Suliote,  5  Fed.  99: 
The  Nebraska,  21  C.  C.  A.  448,  24  U.  S. 
App.  559,  75  Fed.  598.  The  barge  upon 
which  this  lumber  was  situated  was  sunk  at 
the  bank,  and  in  such  shallow  water  that 
only  about  half  of  the  entire  cargo  of  lumber 
was  submerged.  By  the  services  of  the 
plaintiff  the  barge  was  raised,  the  lumber 
taken  off,  and  reladen  upon  another  barge 
chartered  by  the  plaintiff. 

Conceding,  for  the  purposes  of  this  case 
only,  that  the  plaintiff  was  wholly  without 
fault,  and  that  under  the  case  of  Bobo  v. 
Pat  ton  the  injury  sustained  by  the  replevied 
lumber  should  be  regarded  as  a  loss  or  de- 
struction pro  tanto,  and  allowance  made  for 
this  in  the  recovery  against  plaintiff  for 
damages  for  detention,  the  question  remains 
whether  the  subsequent  carrying  of  the  lum- 
ber to  Cairo,  and  there  enforcing  against  it 
both  a  salvage  and  towage  claim,  by  means 
of  which  the  lumber  has  passed  beyond  the 
control  of  the  plaintiff,  is  a  discharge  of  his 
liability  to  pay  the  value  of  defendant's  lum- 
ber. What  plaintiff  did  in  saving  the  de- 
fendant's lumber  from  loss  and  injury  b^ 
water  it  was  under  obligation  to  do  as  one  in 
possession  under  claim  to  ownership.  What 
it  did  in  carrying  it,  after  it  was  saved,  to 
Cairo,  and  there  causing  it  to  be  seized  and 
sold,  it  did  voluntarily  and  in  its  own  ex- 
clusive interest.  The  obligation  to  return 
the  replevied  lumber  or  pay  its  value  and 
damages  for  detention  has  not  become  impos- 
sible  through  an  "act  of  God,  or  of  the  obli- 
gee, or  of  the  law,"  except  as  the  law  waa 
put  in  force  by  the  plaintiff  for  its  own  pur- 
pose. An  obligation  which  is  excused  by  act 
of  law  is  where  a  covenantor  condition  svUb- 
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sequent,  \.'hich  is  law  when  made,  becomes 
sabsequently  unlawful  by  a  change  in  the 
law.  Thiis,  when  property  was  conveyed  to 
be  used  for  burial  purposes,  and  such  use 
becomes  scbsequently  unlawful,  the  forfei- 
ture is  excused.  Mahoning  County  y.  Young, 
8  C.  C.  A.  27,  16  U.  S.  App.  253,  59  Fed.  96. 
Other  illustrations  are  found  in  Doe  ex  dem, 
AngUeea  v.  Rugeley,  6  Q.  B.  107 ;  Brewster 
V.  Kitchin,  1  Ld.  Raym.  817,  321;  Brick 
Preahy.  Church  v.  New  York,  5  Cow.  538. 
We  have  not  been  referred  to  any  case  which 
gives  sanction  to  the  claim  that  a  plaintiff 
in  replevin  may  relieve  himself  from  his  ob- 
ligation to  return  or  pay  for  property  re- 
plevied in  case  he  is  cast  in  the  suit,  when 
he,  as  in  this  case,  by  his  own  institution  of 
a  suit  in  rem  disables  himself  from  the 
duty  of  returning.  In  Washington  Ice  Co, 
V.  Webster,  68  Me.  449,  taxes  assessed 
against  the  defendant  on  the  replevied  prop- 
erty were  paid  by  the  plaintiff  voluntarily, 
DO  seizure  having  been  made  to  enforce  col- 
lection. The  payment  was  disallowed  in  re- 
duction of  damages  for  detention. 

The  judgment  below  was  for  the  value  of 
the  lymber  at  the  time  it  was  taken,  with  in- 
terest. That  much  was  in  strict  accordance 
with  §  5144,  Shannon's  Ck)de  (Tenn.)  as  con- 
strued in  Mayberry  v.  Cliff e,  7  Coldw.  117. 
The  jury  also  found,  upon  evidence,  that 
there  had  been  a  rise  in  the  value,  and  they 
aeeordingly  assessed  the  difference  between 
the  value  when  seized  and  the  value  at  date 
of  trial  as  damages  for  detention.  This,  too, 
is  in  accord  with  the  construction  placed  on 
the  act  by  the  case  cited  above.  But  the 
court  told  the  jury  that  they  might  miti- 
gate damages  for  detention  if  they  found 
that  this  lumber  had  been  damaged  by  the 
sinking  of  the  barge,  without  fault  of  the 
plaintiff.  The  jury  rendered  a  special  ver- 
dict in  these  words  and  figures: 


We,  the  jury,  find  for  the  defendant: 
235,000  feet  of  cottonwood  lumber 
at  $12.00  per  thousand,  amount- 
ing to   $2,820  00 

Interest  from  January  22,  1902,  to 
date 241  11 


We  also  fix  damages  at. 


$3,061  11 
.     822  50 


Total   $3,883  61 

We  arrive  at  the  damage  in  the  following 

manner: 

117,500  feet,  at  $18.00  per  thou- 
sand   $2,115  00 

117,500  feet»  at  $13.00  per  thou- 
sand     1,627  50 


Total   $3,642  50 

Less  value  at  time  of  seizure 2.820  00 


Damage $   822  50 

It  thus  appears  from  the  verdict  that  the 
jury  found  that  one  half  of  the  lumber  seized 
had  not  been  damaged  at  all,  and  that  the 
other  half  had  sustained  a  damage  of  $5  per 
thousand,  which  reduced  the  value  of  the 
lumber  at  date  of  trial  by  $587.50,  and  this 
was  accordingly  deducted  from  the  dam- 
ages for  detention.  The  plaintiff  has  thus 
been  allowed  to  reduce  the  damages,  re- 
coverable otherwise  by  the  amount  of 
the  injury  done  the  lumber  by  the  sinking 
of  the  barge  while  it  was  in  its  possession. 
This  was  admissible  only  upon  the  theory 
that  plaintiff  was  liable  only  for  a  loss  due 
to  its  own  negligent  act.  The  plaintiff  in 
error  cannot  complain  of  this,  and  the  de- 
fendant in  error  has  not. 

In  our  view  of  the  case,  the  plaintiff  has 
obtained  a  better  result  than  it  was  entitled 
to,  and  the  judgment  must  he  affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 


TENNESSEE  SUPREME  COURT. 


John  PRESSLY»  Appi^ 

V. 

STATE  of  Tennessee. 


C Tenn.. 


.) 


!•  A  flreamrml  consent  in  vrritlns»  by  a 
■BO«ber,  thmt  lienor  may  be  fnr- 
nislied   by   tbe   person   to   wbom  tbe 


KOTB. — FV>r  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
written  authority  from  parent  or  guardian  for 
telling  or  furnishing  Intoxicating  liquor  to  a 
minor  innst  be  special  for  each  occasion,  and 
that  a  general  permit  without  limitation  as  to 
time  or  qoantlty  is  void,  see  Qlll  v.  State,  12 
L.  R.  A.  433. 
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writing  is  addressed,  to  ber  minor 
cliild.  whenever  he  may  desire  to  do  so,  will 
not  bar  a  prosecution  of  such  person  for  fur- 
nishing liquor  to  minors  without  the  parent's 
consent,  since  such  consent  would  frustrate 
the  purpose  of  the  statute. 

2.  Wbere  a  statute  prescribes  a  line 
as  the  punishment  for  giving  liquor  to 
minors,  the  court  has  no  authority  to  Im- 
pose Imprisonment  therefor. 

8.  Tbe  appeUate  eonrt  may  eorreet  a 
Jndflrnient  which  erroneously  Imposes  Im- 
prisonment In  addition  to  a  fine  for  a  stat- 
utory misdemeanor,  hy  striking  out  the  er- 
roneous portion  and  affirming  the  judgment 
as  modified. 


(March  18,  1906.) 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court    for    Putnam  Coimty 
convicting    him    of    violating    the    statute 
against  furnishing  liquor  to    minors.      Af- 
firmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Jolin  Tneker  for  appellant. 
Mr.  Ckarles    T.    Catea,    Jr.»    Attorney 
General,  for  the  State. 

Neil,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  in  error  was  indicted  and 
convicted  in  the  circuit  court  of  Putnam 
county  on  a  charge  of  giving  liquors  to  a 
minor  without  the  consent  of  his  parents. 
He  was  thereupon  sentenced  to  pay  a  fine  of 
$10  and  to  six  months'  confinement  in  the 
county  workhouse.  From  this  judgment  he 
has  appealed  and  assigned  errors. 

The  statute  under  which  he  was  indicted 
is  found  in  Shannon's  Code,  §  6786,  and 
reads  as  follows :  ''It  shall  be  unlawful  for 
any  person  or  individual,  or  firm  or  corpora- 
tion, whether  engaged  or  not  in  the  manu- 
facture or  sale  of  any  spirituous  liquors, 
malt,  or  mixed  liquors,  their  employees, 
agents,  or  servants,  or  other  persons  for 
them,  knowingly  to  sell,  give,  furnish  to,  or 
procure  for,  any  person  under  the  age  of 
twenty-one  years,  any  spirituouB,  vinous,  or 
malt  liquors,  or  any  mixture  thereof  with 
other  liquors  or  ingredients,  without  the 
consent  of  the  parents,  guardian,  or  person 
having  the  care  of  such  person  under  the 
age  of  twenty-one  years." 

The  punishment  is  fixed  by  §  6789,  which 
reads  as  follows:  "Any  person  or  persons 
violating  the  provisions  of  ii  6786  or  6787 
shall  be  guilty  of  a  misdemeanor,  and,  upon 
conviction,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  $10 
nor  more  than  $200." 

Two  objections  are  made  in  this  court. 

The  first  is  that  his  honor  erred  in  refus- 
ing to  permit  the  defendant  below  to  intro- 
duce the  following  paper  in  evidence,  exe- 
cuted by  the  mother  of  the  minor,  vis.: 

Mr  John  Pressly: — 

You  can  give  any  of  my  children  drinks 
of  whisky  or  brandy  at  any  time  you  may 
desire  to  do  so.    This  December  1,  1903. 

her 
Angelina    X    Palmer, 
mark 
Attest  J.  L.  Palmer. 

The  mother  of  the  boy  was  a  widow.  The 
child  to  whom  the  whisky  was  given  was 
only  fifteen  years  old.  The  whisky  was 
given  to  him  during  the  month  of  July, 
1904. 

There  was  no  error  in  the  action  of  the 
trial  judge  in  rejecting  this  paper.  It  was 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  specific  purpose  of  the  statute  to  re- 
strain the  giving,  selling,  or  furnishing  in- 
toxicating beverages  to  minors,  or  procuring 
such  beverages  for  them.  An  exception  was 
permitted  in  ease  of  the  consent  of  ''the  par- 
ents,  guardian,  or  person  having  the  care  of 
such"  minor.  It  was  supposed  that  parents 
and  guardians,  and  other  persons  having 
charge  of  minors,  would  have  concern  for, 
and  exercise  care  over,  the  children  com- 
mitted to  them  in  the  course  of  nature  or  by 
operation  of  law,  and  that  they  would  use 
discretion  in  giving  or  withholding  consent 
in  every  instance  of  a  proposed  gift  or  sale 
to  such  child  or  children.  To  admit  the  va- 
lidity of  such  a  general  consent  as  the  paper 
above  set  out  purports  to  give  would  not 
only  violate  the  spirit  of  the  act,  but  would 
wholly  frustrate  the  purpose  which  the  leg- 
islature had  in  view;  since  a  general  con- 
sent of  this  character  would  be  tantamount 
to  a  withdrawal  of  the  child  or  children  re- 
ferred to  in  such  paper  from  the  protection 
of  the  act ;  at  least,  in  favor  of  the  person  or 
persons  to  whom  such  writing  might  be  ad- 
dressed. If  such  consent  should  be  held, 
good,  no  sound  reason  could  be  offered 
against  the  validity  of  a  writing  addressed 
"to  whom  it  may  concern,"  conferring  upon 
all  persons  who  might  choose  to  take  advan- 
tage of  it,  the  right  to  give  intoxicating 
liquors  to  the  children  of  any  parent  or 
guardian  sufiiciently  heedless,  or  reckless, 
or  wicked  to  consent  to  the  debauching  of 
the  youth  under  their  charge.  The  legisla- 
ture did  not  intend  to  sanction  such  a  eourse 
of  conduct.  Indeed,  we  believe  that  the  leg- 
islature must  have  intended  that  a  parent 
or  guardian,  or  other  person  having  the  care 
of  a  minor,  could  give  consent  that  another 
might  give,  sell  to,  furnish  to,  or  procure 
liquors  for,  such  minor  only  in  cases  of 
emergency;  as,  for  instance,  for  medical 
purposes.  It  was  never  intended  that  a 
general  permission  should  be  given  to  enable 
minors  to  use  intoxicating  liquors  as  a 
beverage;  on  the  contrary,  authority  to  sell 
to,  give  to,  furnish  to,-  or  procure  liquors 
for,  them,  is  limited  to  such  occasions  and 
emergencies. 

The  second  objection  raised  against  the 
judgment  of  the  court  below  is  that  Hia 
Honor  added  imprisonment  to  the  fine,  and 
that  he  had  no  legal  right  to  do  so. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  objection 
is  well  taken,  and  must  be  sustained. 

The  rule  at  common  law  is  thus  stated  by 
Mr.  Bishop:  "The  ordinary  common-law 
punishment  for  misdemeanor  is  fine  and  im- 
prisonment, or  either,  at  the  discretion  of 
the  court.  It  is  imposed  whenever  the  law 
has  not  provided  some  other  specific  penalty. 
For  example,  when  a  statute  forbids  or  com- 
mands an  act  of  a  public  nature,  but  is 
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dlent  as  to  the  puniflhrnent,  the  eominoii 
law  proyidee  fine  and  impriBonment."!  Biflh- 
op,  New  Grim.  Law,  i  040. 

The  foregoing  rule  is  recognized  in  aeveral 
of  our  own  cases  {Atchison  y.  Btate,  13  Lea, 
275;  Wickham  v.  State,  7  Coldw.  526;  Dur- 
ham y.  State,  89  Tenn.  723,  18  S.  W.  74; 
KittreU  y.  State,  104  Tenn.  522,  58  &  W. 
120;  Thompson  v.  State,  105  Tenn.  177,  51 
L.  R.  A.  883,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  875,  58  S.  W. 
213),  the  fine  being  assessed  by  the  court  if 
$50  or  under,  and  by  the  jury  if  oyer  $50 
(Shannon's  Code,  8  7212) ;  and  the  im- 
prisonment to  be  fixed  by  the  court  (Shan- 
non's Code,  9  7202).  The  Code  further  pro- 
vides that  when  the  performance  of  any  act 
is  prohibited  by  statute,  and  no  penalty  for 
the  violation  of  such  statute  is  imposed,  the 
doing  of  such  act  is  a  misdemeanor.  Shan- 
non's Code,  8  6437.  See  also  Robinson  y. 
State,  2  Coldw.  181;  State  y.  Keeton,  9 
Baxt.  559. 

It  has  been  held,  however,  that  where  the 
statute  whieh  creates  an  offense  does  not 


make  it  indictable,  but  prescribes  a  penalty, 
the  spedfio  remedy  given,  the  penalty,  ex- 
cludes the  resort  to  an  indictment.  State 
y;  Maze,  6  Humph.  17;  State  y.  Lorry,  7 
Baxt.  95,  32  Am.  Rep.  555;  State  v.  Mam, 
6  Coldw.  557.  It  would  seem  to  be  true, 
also,  that  where  the  statute  creates  an  of- 
fense, and  prescribes  a  special  form  of 
punishment,  this  would  exclude  any  other 
different  or  additional  punishment. 

Such  is  the  present  case.  The  statnte  does 
not  impose  imprisonment,  but  declares  that 
the  punishment  shall  be  a  fine  of  not  less 
than  $10  nor  more  than  $200. 

We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  His 
Honor  erred  in  imposing  the  imprisonment. 
This  court,  however,  has  power  to  modify 
the  judgment  by  striking  out  the  imprison- 
ment and  then  affirming  it  as  modified. 
Oriffin  v.  State,  109  Tenn.  17,  70  S.  W.  61. 
This  course  will  be  pursued,  and  the  judg- 
ment will  he  remanded  to  he  executed  as 
modified. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  A  PPEAL8,  FIRST  CIRCUIT. 


STEAM  DREDGE  NO.  1. 

MORRIS  &  CUMMINGS  DREDGING  COM- 
PANY, Claimant,  Appt., 

V. 

William  NELSON. 
(184  Fed.  161.) 

1.  A  ir«ryeraweiit  inspector  yrlioae  duty 
It  Is  to  see  that  work  Is  properly 
dome  l»y  m.  dredve  employed  on  a  govern- 
ment contract  Is  entitled  to  protection  from 
negligent  acts  of  those  in  charge  of  it,  when 
upon  It,  even  in  the  intervals  when  there  is 
no  occasion  for  him  to  be  actually  engaged  in 
any  Immediate  active  duty. 

&  The  mere  aet  of  one  rigrhtfuUy  on 
hoard  a  Tessel.  of  leaningr  aarainst,  or 
wholly  stttias  npon,  a  hitt  around 
which  runs  a  line  used  in  shifting  the  pocii- 
tkni  of  the  TSMel,  is  not  neglig^ce  on  his 
part. 

«.  If egrlisrently  sitting  within  the  blgrht 
of  a  hawser  which  is  subject  to  strain  will 
bring  one  within  the  admiralty  rule  of  ap- 
portionment of  damages  in  case  both  parties 
are  In  fault,  where,  by  reason  of  the  negli- 
gence of  the  yessel,  the  strain  is  put  upon  the 
line  in  such  a  way  that  the  bltt  around 
which  ft  runs  gives  way  and  he  is  thrown 
overboard  by  the  sweeping  forward  of  the 
line. 


Note. — As  to  doctrine  of  last  clear  chance, 
see  also.  In  this  series.  Began  v.  Carolina  C.  R. 
Oo.  55  Li.  R.  a.  418,  and  note,  and  the  later  case 
•f  Harrington  v.  Los  Angeles  R.  Co.  63  L.  R.  A. 
238. 
•9  L.  R.  A. 


4.  No  peenliar  rale  whloh  ean  he  de* 
dnced  from  the  doetrine  of  last  dear 
chanee,  as  originated  in  Davies  v.  Jfofia, 
can  be  applied  in  an  admiralty  case. 

5.  To  make  applicable  the  doctrine  of 
last  clear  chance,  it  must  clearly  appear 
that  the  negligence  of  one  person  was  subse- 
qnent  to  that  of  the  other. 

(December  22,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  claimant  from  a  decree  in  ad- 
miralty of  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Maine, 
holding  Steam  Dredge  No.  1  liable  for  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  negligently  in- 
flicted upon  libellant.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Colt  and  Putnam,  Circuit 
Judges,  and  Aldrich,  District  Judge. 

Messrs,  Oeorse  E.  Bird  and  William 
M.  Bradley,  for  appellant: 

The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  the  libellant, 
and  such  burden  must  be  sustained  by  evi- 
dence sufficiently  clear,  distinct,  and  pre- 
ponderating to  enable  the  court  to  find  the 
fact  without  resort  to  conjecture  or  sur- 
mises. 

The  Baron  Innerdale,  93  Fed.  402. 

Libellant — a  man  of  thirty-two  years'  ex- 
perience in  maritime  matters — brought  this 
misfortune  upon  himself  by  taking  a  posi- 
tion of  known  danger,  within  the  bight  of  a 
rope  which  he  knew  waa  to  be  subjected  to 
strain. 

The  libel  should  have  been  dismissed. 
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The  Burgundia,  29  Fed.  464;  The  Lydia 
M,  Deering,  07  Fed.  971;  Elder  Dempster 
Shipping  Co.  v.  Pouppirt,  60  C.  C.  A.  600, 
125  Fed.  732;  Maryland  use  of  Domhroska 
T.  Westoll,  106  Fed.  233;  The  Samuel  8, 
Thorpe,  99  Fed.  108. 

The  burden  of  showing  freedom  from  fault 
was  on  libellant. 

The  Great  BepubUo  {Thompson  v.  The 
Great  Republic)  23  Wall.  34,  23  L.  ed.  59; 
The  Lion^  1  Sprague,  44,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
8,379;  The  Louishurg,  21  C.  C.  A.  424,  33 
U.  S.  App.  643,  75  Fed.  424;  Merchants'  de 
M.  Transp.  Co,  v.  Hopkins,  48  C.  C.  A.  128, 
108  Fed.  890;  The  Chattahoochee,  21  C.  C. 
A.  162,  33  U.  S.  App.  510,  74  Fed.  903;  The 
H,  F,  Dimock,  23  C.  C.  A.  123,  33  U.  S.  App. 
647,  77  Fed.  230;  The  Carbonero,  45  C.  C. 
A.  314,  106  Fed.  335;  The  Clara  {Shepherd 
V.  The  Clara)  102  U.  S.  203,  26  L.  ed.  146; 
The  Nereus,  23  Fed.  448. 

A  case  brought  in  the  admiralty  for  the 
recovery  of  damages  for  personal  injuries  is 
tteated  as  if  one  of  collision  between  two 
vessels. 

The  Max  Morris  {The  Maw  Morris  v. 
Curry)  137  U.  S.  1,  34  L.  ed;  586,  11  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  29. 

In  case  the  dredge  should  be  found  in 
fault,  the  damages  should  be  divided,  by 
reason  of  fault  and  want  of  care  on  the  part 
of  libellant. 

The  Joseph  Stiokney,  31  Fed.  156;  The 
Truro,  31  Fed.  158;  The  Nautique,  44  Fed. 
399;  Union  Ice  Co,  v.  Crowell,  5  C.  C.  A. 
49,  5  U.  8.  App.  270,  66  Fed.  87 ;  The  Haver- 
ton,  31  Fed.  566 ;  Lane  v.  The  A.  Deiiike,  3 
Cliff.  117,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,045. 

The  same  rule,  not  only  of  damages,  but 
as  to  fault  or  blame  or  error,  is  to  be  ap- 
plied in  cases  brought  for  the  recovery  of 
damages  for  personal  injuries  as  is  applied 
in  cases  of  collision. 

Atlee  V.  Northwestern  Packet  Co.  21 
Wall.  389,  22  L.  ed.  619;  The  Max  Morris 
{The  Max  Morris  v.  Curry)  137  U.  S.  1,  34 
L.  ed.  586,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  29;  Workman 
.  V.  N&io  York,  179  U.  S.  587,  45  L.  ed.  330, 
21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  212. 

Davies  v.  Mann,  10  Mees.  &  W.  546,  has 
not  been  recognized  by  the  admiralty  courts 
of  this  country. 

It  is  impossible,  with  any  degree  of  secur- 
ity, to  reason  from  the  doctrines  of  the  mere 
municipal  code,  in  relation  to  purely  home 
pursuits,  to  those  more  enlarged  principles 
which  guide  and  control  the  administration 
of  the  maritime  law. 

Heed  v.  Canfield,  1  Sumn.  195,  Fed.  Caa. 
No.  11,641;  The  Max  Morris  {The  Max  Mor- 
ris V.  Curry)  137  U.  S.  1,  34  L.  ed.  586,  11 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  29 ;  Waring  v.  Clarke,  5  How. 
441,  12  L.  ed.  226;  McCord  v.  The  Tiber,  6 
60  L.  R,  A. 


Biss.  409,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,715;  Cfreenwood 
V.  Westport,  63  Conn.  587,  60  Fed.  560. 

The  common-law  rule  of  contributory  neg- 
ligence is  unknown  to  the  maritime  law,  ad- 
ministered in  courts  of  admiralty  jurisdic- 
tion. 

Pollock,  Torts,  6th  ed.  p.  458 ;  Wm,  John^ 
son  d  Co.  V.  Johansen,  30  C.  C.  A.  675,  58 
U.  S.  App.  104,  86  Fed.  888;  Workman  v. 
New  York,  179  U.  S.  552,  45  L.  ed.  314,  21 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  212;  The  Daylesford,  30  Fed. 
633. 

The  rule  of  Davies  v.  Mann,  10  Mees.  ft 
W.  546,  is  a  qualification  of  the  rule  of 
contributory  negligence,  and  is  of  recent 
growth. 

Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  v.  Ives,  144  U.  S. 
429,  36  L.  ed.  493,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  679. 

In  all  cases  in  admiralty  where  there  is 
mutual  fault  (presenting  facts  under  which 
the  old  rule  of  contributory  n^ligenoe  ap- 
plied ) ,  the  admiralty  courts  divide  the  dam- 


Western  Ins.  Co.  v.  The  Goody  Friends,  I 
Bond,.  459,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,436;  The  Clover, 
1  Low  Dec.  342,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  2,908;  The 
Marcia  Tribou,  2  Sprague,  17,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
9,002;  O'Neil  v.  Sears,  2  Sprague,  52,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  10,530;  The  Maud  Webster,  Has- 
kell, 325,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,303;  The  Mary 
Ann,  11  Fed.  336;  McWilliams  v.  The  Vim, 
12  Fed.  906;  The  City  of  Merida,  24  Fed. 
229;  The  Westerland,  24  Fed.  703;  The  Ma- 
rion, 56  Fed.  271;  The  Passaic,  76  Fed. 
460;  The  City  of  Norwalk,  46  C.  C.  A.  63, 
106  Fed.  982;  The  Senator  D.  0.  Chase.  47 
C.  C.  A.  240,  108  Fed.  110;  T^  Arthur,  108 
Fed.  557;  The  William  E.  Ferguson.  108 
Fed.  973;  The  Devonian,  110  Fed.  588;  The 
James  D.  Leary,  110  Fed.  685:  The  Annex 
No.  5,  117  Fed.  754;  Hall  v.  Chisholm,  55 
C.  C.  A.  31,  117  Fed.  807;  The  De  Veaux 
Powell,  120  Fed.  522;  The  Caldy,  123  Fed. 
802;  The  Catharine  v.  Dickinson,  17  How. 
170,  15  L.  ed.  233;  Rogers  v.  The  St. 
Charles,  19  How.  108,  15  L.  ed.  563;  Gush- 
ing V.  The  John  Fraser  { The  James  Gray  v. 
The  John  Fraser)  21  How.  184,  16  L.  ed. 
106;  Chamberlain  v.  Ward.  21  How.  548,  16 
L.  ed.  211 :  Nelson  v.  Leland.  22  How.  55,  16 
L.  ed.  272:  The  Gray  Eagle  {Pfister  v. 
Greening)  9  Wall.  505,  19  L.  ed.  741:  The 
Ariadne  {Pentz  v.  The  Ariadne)  13  Wall. 
475,  20  L.  ed.  542;  The  Continental  {New 
Haven  Steam  Transp.  Co.  v.  The  Continen- 
tal) 14  Wall.  345,  20  L.  ed.  801 ;  The  Sunny- 
side  {Miner  v.  The  Sunnyside)  91  U.  S.  208, 
23  L.  ed.  302;  The  Stephen  Morgan  {The 
Stephen  Morgan  v.  Good)  94  U.  S.  599,  24 
L.  ed.  266;  The  Connecticut,  103  U.  S.  710, 
26  L.  ed.  467;  The  Albert  Dumois.  177  U. 
S.  240,  44  L.  ed.  751,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  599; 
Tho  Ottoman,  20  C.  C.  A.  214,  33  U.  S.  Appw 
443,  74  Fed.  316;  The  Louisburg,  21  C.  C. 
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A.  424,  33  U.  S.  App.  543,  75  Fed.  424;  The 
Newburgh,  124  Fed.  954;  The  Rahhoni,  53 
Fed.  952;  The  Parthian,  5  C.  C.  A.  171,  5 
U.  S.  App.  314,  55  Fed.  426;  The  Mabel 
Comeaux,  24  Fed.  490;  The  James  M. 
Thompson,  12  Fed.  189;  The  Pegasus,  22 
Blatchf.  7,  19  Fed.  46;  The  David  Dows,  16 
Fed.  160;  The  Pennsylvania  {The  Pennsyl- 
vania V.  Troop)  19  Wall.  136,  22  L.  ed.  151, 
1  Conkling  U.  S.  Adm.  373 ;  Ladd  v.  Foster, 
31  Fed.  827;  The  Grace  Girdler  (Lockwood 
▼.  The  Grace  Oirdler)  7  Wall.  203,  19  L.  ed. 
116;  Memphis  d  8t  L,  Packet  Co,  v.  H.  C, 
Yaeger  Transp.  Co.  3  McCrary,  259,  10  Fed. 
395;  The  Monticello,  15  Fed.  474;  The  Ool- 
umhia,  27  Fed.  238;  The  Roman,  12  Fed. 
219;  Connolly  y.  Ross,  11  Fed.  342;  The 
Richmond,  12  C.  C.  A.  1,  26  U.  S.  App.  183, 
«3  Fed.  1020;  The  Anerly,  58  Fed.  794;  The 
Marion,  56  Fed.  271;  Fristad  v.  The  Pre- 
mier, 51  Fed.  766;  The  John  Henry,  3  Ware, 
264,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,350. 

Messrs.  William  H.  Looney  and  Ben- 
i«aiin  Thompson,  for  appellee: 

The  dredge  owed  libellant  the  duty  of 
proeecuting  its  work  with  reasonable  skill, 
<sare,  and  prudence  to  provide  for  his  safety. 

The  Calista  Hawes,  14  Fed.  493;  The  City 
of  Naples,  16  G.  C.  A.  421,  32  U.  S.  App. 
613,  69  Fed.  794;  Low  v.  Grand  Trunk  R. 
Co.  72  Me.  313,  24  Am.  Rep.  331 ;  Gerrity  y. 
The  Kate  Cann,  2  Fed.  246. 

He  had  a  right  to  assume  that  the  orew 
would  properly  perform  their  duties,  and,  if 
they  were  going  to  do  anything  out  of  the 
ordinary  course,  or  subject  the  bitt  to  any 
unusual  strain,  that  they  would  give  him 
notice. 

The  Calista  Hawes^  14  Fed.  493. 

In  the  common-law  courts,  contributory 
a^ligence  which  will  defeat  the  plaintiff's 
right  of  recovery  must  be  a  concurring  neg- 
ligence. 

Gilbert  v.  Erie  R.  Co.  38  C.  C.  A.  408, 
97  Fed.  747;  Inland  d  Seaboard  Coasting 
Co.  V.  Tolson,  139  U.  S.  551,  35  L.  ed.  270,  11 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  663;  Tumbull  y.  New  Orleans 
d  C.  R.  Co.  57  C.  C.  A.  151,  120  Fed.  783. 

Where  the  negligence  is  concurrent,  or 
both  parties  are  at  fault,  courts  of  admi- 
ralty will  apportion  the  damages,  or  give 
or  withhold  them,  in  the  exercise  of  a  sound 
discretion,  according  to  principles  of  equity 
and  justice,  considering  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case. 

Olson  ▼.  Flavely  34  Fed.  477 ;  Anderson  v. 
The  Ashebrooke,  44  Fed.  124 ;  The  Maw  Mor- 
ris, 24  Fed.  860,  Affirmed  in  137  U.  S.  1,  34 
L.  ed.  586,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  29;  Heil  v. 
Glanding,  42  Pa.  493,  82  Am.  Dec.  537; 
Cayzer  v.  Carron  Co.  L.  R.  9  App.  Cas.  873 ; 
The  Nereus,  23  Fed.  448;  The  E.  A.  Packer, 
20  Fed.  327;  McCord  v.  The  Tiber,  6  Biss. 
409,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,715. 
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On  petition  for  rehearing. 

The  district  judge,  in  reaching  his  con- 
clusions upon  the  question  of  contributory 
negligence,  did  not  rely  upon  Davies  v. 
Mann. 

Among  the  authorities  which  were  before 
the  district  court,  and  upon  which  it  relied, 
was  Cayzer  v.  Carron  Co.  L.  R,  9  App.  Oas. 
873,  in  which  it  was  held  that,  even  assum- 
ing that  the  Clan  Sinclair  had  transgressed 
the  rule,  yet  such  transgression  was  not  the 
cause  of  the  collision;  that  ordinary  care  on 
the  part  of  the  Margaret  would  have  enabled 
her  to  avoid  the  collision,  and  that  she  alone 
was  to  blame. 

Cayzer  v.  Carroll  Co.  L.  R.  9  App.  Cas. 
873;  The  Nereus,  23  Fed.  448;  The  Penn- 
land,  23  Fed.  551;  The  BHtannia,  34  Fed. 
546;  The  Titan,  44  Fed.  510;  The  Susque- 
hanna, 35  Fed.  320. 

Persons  having  business  on  board  of  a  ves- 
sel do  not  commit  a  n^ligent  act  by  per- 
mitting themselves  to  be  in  the  bight  of  a 
line,  especially  when  their  duties  require 
them  to  be  there. 

The  Calista  Hawes,  14  Fed.  493. 

Putnam,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  was  a  libel  brought  in  the  district 
court  for  the  district  of  Maine  against 
Steam  Dredge  No.  1,  a  vessel  engaged  in 
dredging,  under  a  contract  with  the  United 
States,  in  Cape  Porpoise  harbor,  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Maine,  for  injuries  to  William  Nel- 
son, on  the  4th  day  of  September,  1900. 
The  substance  of  the  allegations  of  the  libel 
is  that  at  the  time  of  the  injury  Nelson  was 
employed  by  the  United  States,  aboard  the 
dredge,  as  an  assistant  inspector  in  regard 
to  improvements  then  being  made  at  Cape 
Porpoise  harbor;  that,  as  part  of  his  duties, 
it  was  necessary  for  him  to  observe  whether 
the  work  was  being  executed  in  accordance 
with  the  plans  and  specifications,  and,  as 
incidental  thereto,  to  note  the  shifting  of 
the  position  of  the  -dredge  from  time  to 
time;  that  about  4  o'clock  on  the  afternoon 
of  the  day  in  question,  he  was  sitting  on  a 
double  bitt  for  the  purpose  of  observing  a 
change  then  being  made;  that  the  quarter 
line  used  in  moving  the  dredge  came  in  over 
the  port  quarter,  was  carried  around  the 
forward  part  of  the  double  bitt  on  which  he 
was  sitting,  and  then  inboard  to  a  steam 
gypsy;  that  while  the  location  of  the  dredge 
was  thus  being  changed,  either  by  reason  of 
the  heavy  strain  put  on  the  quarter  line  by 
the  use  of  the  steam  gypsy,  or  by  reason  of 
the  insecure  condition  or  the  insufficiency  of 
the  bitt,  the  bitt  suddenly  broke  off  at  the 
deck,  thereby  causing  the  line  to  sweep  over 
the  front  side  of  the  deck,  striking  Nelsoa 
and  throwing  him  into  a  scow  alongside; 
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that  the  injury  was  caused  wholly  by  the 
negligence  of  the  crew  of  the  barge  in  sub- 
jecting the  quarter  line  to  an  improper 
■train,  and  by  reason  of  the  weak  and  inse- 
cure condition  of  the  bitt;  and  that  it  was 
without  negligence  on  the  part  of  Nelson. 
We  will  refer  again  to  such  of  these  allega- 
tions as  are  disputed  and  also  are  material. 

The  barge,  while  at  work,  was  held  in  po- 
sition by  spuds  in  the  usual  way;  the  out- 
board end  of  the  quarter  line  which  was 
used  in  moving  her  run  out  to  an  anchor,  or 
some  other  permanent  object,  and  it  was 
kept  taut  to  assist  in  holding  the  barge  ip 
position.  The  barge  was  moved  by  the  use 
of  this  and  other  lines.  The  inboard  end  of 
the  quarter  line  was  run  over  a  gypsy  head, 
operated  by  a  steam  engine  of  considerable 
power.  Before  putting  the  gypsy  head  in 
gear,  it  was  customary  to  raise  the  spuds, 
so  that  the  dredge  could  be  moved  with  the 
assistance  of  the  engine.  On  this  occasion 
the  engine  was  started  before  the  spuds  were 
raised,  with  the  gypsy  head  in  gear,  and  the 
result  was  that  the  bitt  broke  off,  as  stated 
in  the  libel. 

The  answer  alleges  that  the  claimant  of 
the  dredge  is  ignorant  for  what  purpose 
Nelson  was  sitting  on  the  bitt.  It  denies  it 
was  necessary  for  him  to  sit  there  in  the 
discharge  of  his  duties.  It  denies  that  the 
injury  was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  the 
crew  in  subjecting  the  quarter  line  to  an 
improper  strain,  or  by  the  weak  and  inse- 
cure condition  of  the  bitt.  It  alleges  that 
Nelson  was,  at  the  crucial  time,  in  a  sitting 
position  on  the  bitt,  facing  forward,  with 
his  feet  and  legs  on  the  forward  side  of  the 
bitt,  and  within  the  bight  of  the  quarter 
line.  Also,  that  the  breaking  of  the  bitt  and 
the  consequent  injury  of  the  libel lant  were 
not  caused  by  the  negligence  of  any  officer 
or  any  of  the  crew  of  the  dredge,  or  of  the 
owners  thereof,  but  wholly  by  the  negligence 
of  the  libcllant  in  assuming  an  unnecessary 
position  on  the  dredge,  and  that  he,  as  a 
man  of  long  experience  as  a  sailor  and  in- 
spector, knew  the  dangers. 

It  is  not  questioned  that  the  bitt  gave 
away,  and  that  the  cause  of  its  giving  away 
was  the  starting  of  the  engine  while  the 
gypsy  was  in  gear,  and  before  the  spuds 
were  raised.  Much  of  the  evidence  and 
many  of  the  contentions  of  the  parties  relate 
to  one  Christiansen,  one  of  the  crew  of  the 
dredge,  whose  duty  it  was  to  take  charge  of 
the  raising  the  spuds  and  to  superintend 
the  lines.  The  dredge  claims  that  he  was 
ignorant  that  the  gypsy  was  in  gear  when 
the  signal  for  moving  was  given,  and  also 
ignorant  of  the  position  of  Nelson  on  the 
bitt.  But  the  work  was  in  open  daylight, 
nnder  circumstances  where  there  was  no  dif- 
ficulty in  perceiving  and  understanding  ail 
'^o  L.  R.  A. 


the  conditions  in  question;  so  that  the  issue 
cannot  be  cut  down  to  a  mere  contention  as 
to  the  personal  negligence  of  any  single 
member  of  the  crew.  The  case,  in  this  par- 
ticular, comes  within  the  well-known  pre- 
sumptions which  were  applied  by  us  in  Burr 
v.  Knickerbocker  Steam  Towage  Co.  66  C. 
C.  A.  654,  132  Fed.  248.  Likewise  we  pas» 
by,  as  not  of  substantial  importance,  all 
criticisms  arising  from  any  suggestion  that 
Nelson,  at  or  about  the  time  of  the  injury, 
was  not  actually  engaged  in  his  duties  as 
inspector.  Such  duties  required  him  to  be 
quite  constantly  aboard  the  barge,  and  to 
pass  from  time  to  time,  in  his  discretion, 
from  one  part  of  her  deck  to  another.  Of 
course,  there  would  be  intervals  when  there 
would  be  no  occasion  for  him  to  be  actually 
engaged  in  any  immediate  active  duty;  but 
his  presence  aboard  and  about  such  parts  of 
the  deck  as  he  might  reasonably  select,  even 
at  those  times,  was  proper,  and  entitled  him 
to  protection.  The  law  does  not.  apply  to  this 
so  fine  a  rule  as  to  be  impracticable. 

Neither  can  it  be  said  that  the  mere  act 
of  leaning  against  the  bitt,  or  wholly  sitting 
on  it,  was  one  of  negligence.  There  is  r  . 
evidence  in  the  record  that  there  was  any 
reason,  arising  either  from  the  condition  of 
this  particular  vessel,  or  from  the  custom- 
ary course  of  events  with  reference  to  hap- 
penings in  connection  with  bitts  and  lines, 
which  would  reasonably  create  any  appre- 
hension that,  in  case  of  an  unusuiU  strain, 
this  bitt  would  give  way  instead  of  the  line, 
it  is  common  knowledge  that  it  is  custom- 
ary to  lean  against  or  sit  on  the  windlass 
or  the  bitt  or  the  rail  of  a  vessel;  and  yet 
each,  especially  the  rail,  under  some  circum- 
stances, is  subject  to  its  own  peculiar  con- 
tingencies. In  fact,  it  is  difficult  to  say 
what  part  of  a  vessel  is  not  at  times  so 
subjected;  and  yet  it  remains  to  be  shown 
that  a  passenger,  or  other  person  rightfully 
aboard  a  vessel,  performing  duties  thereon, 
is  not  entitled  to  be  protected  in  any  of 
these  particular  positions.  For  one,  how- 
ever, to  take  a  position  in  the  bight  of  a 
line,  subject  to  a  strain,  is  another  matter : 
and  to  do  this  may  well  subject  him  to  criti- 
cism as  guilty  of  negligence  if  injury  re- 
sults to  him. 

The  facts,  as  understood  by  the  learned 
judge  of  the  district  court,  are  so  fully  de- 
tailed in  his  opinion  that  we  need  not  touch 
on  them  further,  except  to  a  very  limited  ex- 
tent. We  have  stated  those  parts  of  the  case 
where  there  are  questions  of  mixed  law  and 
fact,  or  where  the  topics  are  so  far  within 
the  common  knowledge  that  we  could  appre- 
hend them  dearly.  As  to  the  substantia] 
questions  of  mere  fact, — ^that  is,  as  to  n^li- 
gence  on  the  part  of  the  libellant,  so  far  as 
that  ia  affected  by  the  daim  that  he  was 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1904. 


Stbam  Dsedge  No.  1, 


297 


within  the  bight  of  the  quarter  line, — and 
as  to  the  negligence  of  those  whose  duty  it 
waa  to  attend  to  the  movements  of  the  barge 
with  referenoe  to  the  strain  put  on  the  bitt 
and  its  giving  way,  the  proofs  are  contra- 
dictory, and,  moreover,  not  entirely  clear. 
The  learned  judge  of  the  district  court 
found  that  those  who  were  at  the  time  man- 
aging the  barge  were  guilty  of  negligence 
as  a  matter  of  fact,  and  the  effect  of  his 
other  finding  is  that  the  libellant  had  so 
placed  himself  within  the  bight  of  the  line 
that  he,  also,  was  guilty  of  negligence.  He 
also  held  that  the  negligence  of  those  who 
were  maneuvering  the  barge  supervened,  so 
that,  consequently,  damages  could  not  be  di- 
vided. We  have  carefully  examined  the  rec- 
ord, and,  while  there  are  unquestionably 
serious  doubts  on  all  the  mere  questions  of 
fact, —  whether  the  libellant,  and  also 
whether  those  in  charge  of  the  barge,  were 
each  guilty  of  negligence, — yet,  under  the 
circumstances  stated,  we  cannot  determine 
that  any  conclusion  we  might  reach,  differ- 
ent from  those  reached  by  the  district  court, 
would  be  more  satisfactory  to  ourselves,  or 
better  supported  by  the  record. 

The  allegations  of  the  libel,  in  that  it 
says  that  the  sudden  breaking  of  the  bitt 
caused  the  quarter  line  "to  sweep  over  the 
port  side  of  said  deck  with  tremendous 
force,  striking  the  libellant,  and  throwing 
him"  into  the  scow,  gives  strong  support  to 
the  proposition  that  the  libellant  was  within 
the  bight  of  the  line,  although  it  does  not 
necessarily  lead  to  that  conclusion.  On  the 
other  hand,  the  proof  s  in  the  record  that  the 
construction  of  the  parts  of  the  barge  in- 
volved were  of  an  improved  character,  and 
the  common  knowledge  that  the  bitt  would 
reasonably  have  been  expected  to  bear  even 
the  strain  which  was  improperly  put  on  it, 
leaves  an  impression  that  the  injury  to  the 
libellant  was  not  a  consequence  for  which 
the  barge,  within  the  contemplation  of  the 
law,  could  be  held  responsible  merely  be- 
cause the  gypsy  was  put  or  left  in  gear  un- 
seasonably. Yet,  in  this  case,  the  bitt  con- 
sisted of  a  bedplate  of  nearly  5  feet  in 
length,  and  of  good  width  and  thickness. 
The  length  of  the  bedplate  was  in  line  with 
the  keel  of  the  barge.  From  this  bedplate 
came  up  two  uprights,  also  in  line  with 
the  keel  of  the  vessel,  and  braced  by  a  heavy 
eross-bar  extending  from  one  upright  to  the 
other.  The  line  was  run  around  the  up- 
right which  was  nearer  the  gypsy,  so  it  failed 
to  receive  the  support  of  both  uprights, 
braced  as  they  were  by  the  cross-bar  which 
we  have  described.  The  upright  around 
which  the  line  was  run  gave  way  at  its 
base.  To  the  common  comprehension  this 
would  not  have  occurred ;  and,  in  lieu 
thereof,  the  line  would  have  given  way, 
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if  it  had  been  nin  in  such  away  as  to 
receive  the  support  of  both  uprights  of  the 
double  bitt,  braced  as  they  were  by  the 
cross-bar  which  we  have  described.  Also 
other  elements  suggest  themselves  which 
might  well  have  been  considered  by  the  dis- 
trict court,  but  which  are  not  clearly  solved 
by  the  record;  as,  for  example,  the  reason- 
able probability  that  the  power  of  the  en- 
gine of  the  barge  was  so  great,  and  its  ac- 
tion was  so  sudden,  and  the  quarter  line  it- 
self so  unyielding,  that,  whatever  might  be 
the  reasonable  apprehension  ordinarily,  the 
reasonable  apprehension  in  this  particu- 
lar case  must  have  been  that,  where  only  a 
single  upright  was  availed  of,  as  was  the 
fact,  the  bitt  would  probably  give  way  if 
anything  gave  way.  However  all  these  things 
may  have  been,  we  cannot,  as  we  have  al- 
ready said,  satisfy  ourselves  that,  if  we 
should  reverse  the  conclusions  of  the  dis- 
trict court  on  these  mere  questions  of  fact, 
we  should  reach  any  new  conclusions  which 
could  be  better  supported  than  those  of  that 
court. 

It  may  be  said  that  the  district  court  did 
not  positively  find  that  the  libellant  was 
guilty  of  negligence  in  placing  himself  in  the 
bight  of  the  quarter  line.  It  said  that,  in  lean- 
ing upon  an  object  within  the  bight  of  a 
rope,  he  assumed  a  position  of  some  danger ; 
that  "as  a  reasonable  man,  he  must  have 
known  that  in  placing  himself  in  such  a  po- 
sition he  took  some  chances;"  and  that  he 
must  be  charged  with  the  knowledge  of  the 
ordinary  risk  incident  thereto.  The  court  also 
observed  that  it  must  be  remembered  that  the 
libellant  was  not  aw&re  that  the  gypsy  was 
in  gear,  and  that  the  hawser  would  be  sub- 
jected to  the  strain  to  which  it  was  exp<»ed 
as  a  consequence  thereof;  and  that,  there- 
fore, this  was  a  risk  of  which  he  had  no 
knowledge,  and  which  he  cannot  be  held  in 
law  to  have  assumed.  The  court  also  adds 
later:  "It  is  true  that  the  libellant  was 
guilty  of  some  negligence  in  sitting  within 
the  bight  of  the  hawser."  Notwithstanding 
the  libellant  was  entitled  to  exercise  a  lib- 
eral discretion  as  to  what  parts  of  the  barge 
he  would  visit,  as  we  have  already  explained, 
yet  certainly  he  could  have  had  no  occasion 
to  put  himself  within  the  bight  of  the  quar- 
ter line;  so  that,  taking  all  in  all,  the  ob- 
servations of  the  district  court  must  be  held 
to  amount  to  a  finding  that  Nelson  was 
guilty  of  negligence  in  this  respect.  That 
this  n^ligence  was  specially  contributory 
follows  from  the  allegation  of  the  libel  that 
Nelson  was  struck  and  thrown  by  the  quar- 
ter line.  That  it  was  of  a  lesser  degree  than 
the  negligence  of  the  barge,  if  it  was  such, 
it  is  settled  cannot  be  taken  account  of  in 
admiralty,  unless  the  ratio  was  so  over- 
whelming as  to  render  his  negligence  trivial. 
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The  district  court  does  not  find  such  to  be 
the  fact,  nor  are  we  impressed  that  it  was. 

The  refusal  to  apportion  the  damages,  and 
the  assessment  of  the  whole  on  the  dredge, 
are  sought  to  be  justified  on  the  strength  of 
the  line  of  cases  represented  by  Davie^  v. 
Mann,  10  Mees.  &  W.  54C,  decided  in  1842. 
As  we  have  said,  we  must  adopt  the  findings 
of  the  district  court  on  questions  of  mere 
fact.  They  show  that  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
dredge,  in  providing  for  the  safety  of  all 
concerned,  to  take  care  that  when  the  steam 
was  to  be  given  the  engine,  the  spuds 
should  be  raised  before  the  gypsy  was  put 
in  gear,  and  that  the  managers  of  the  dredge 
committed  this  duty  to  Christiansen.  The 
findings,  also  show  that  if  he  had  properly 
attended  to  that  duty,  he  would  have 
thrown  the  gypsy  out  of  gear,  and  would 
have  seen  to  it  that  it  was  kept  out  of  gear 
until  the  spuds  were  raised.  While  the  find- 
ings were  that  Christiansen  knew  that  Nel* 
son  was  in  a  negligent  position,  it  does  not 
appear  that  he  knew  that  the  gypsy  was  in 
gear,  or  how  it  happened  to  be  in  gear.  The 
presumption  is  that  it  was  through  Chris- 
tiansen's fault  that  it  was  in  gear,  but  there 
is  no  presumption  that  he  had  in  mind,  at 
the  time  the  whistle  sounded,  that  such  was 
the  fact.  In  other  words  whatever  negli- 
gence Christiansen  was  charged  with,  he 
was  not  charged  with  having  allowed  the  en- 
gine to  be  started  with  a  present  apprecia- 
tion of  both  facts, — ^that  Nelson  was  sitting 
on  the  bitt  and  that  the  gypsy  was  in  gear. 
If  he  had  had  both  facts  present  in  his  mind, 
his  conduct  in  allowing  the  whistle  to  be 
blown  while  the  gypsy  was  in  gear  might 
have  been  so  reckless  or  perverse  that  it 
might  well  be  said  to  have  been  the  sole 
proximate  cause  of  the  injury  which  re- 
sulted. But,  for  various  reasons,  Davies  v. 
Mann  cannot  be  held  to  apply. 

Davies  v.  Mann  must  be  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  Butterfield  v.  Forrester,  11  East, 
60,  decided  in  1809,  and  Tuff  v.  Warman,  5 
C.  B.  N.  S.  673,  decided  in  1858.  Of  the 
three,  the  last-named  case  must  be  regarded 
as  the  leading  one  according  to  Pollock, 
Torts,  6th  ed.  1901,  448,  where  it  is  said 
that  those  earlier  than  Tuff  v.  Warman  are 
now  material  only  as  illustrations.  In 
Butterfield  v.  Forrest ei\  Lord  Ellenborough 
said  that  the  fact  that  a  person  was  on  the 
wrong  side  of  the  street  would  not  authorize 
another  purposely  to  ride  up  against  him. 
This  relates  to  mere  perverseness.  He  also 
said  some  other  things,  more  in  line  with 
Davies  v.  Mann.  In  Davies  v.  Mann,  a 
donkey  left  unlawfully  in  the  highway  was 
run  down  by  the  defendant,  driving  a  pair 
of  horses.  Lord  Abinger  said,  in  effect,  that 
the  plaintiff  could  recover,  as  the  defendant 
mi^jht.  by  proper  care,  have  avoided  injuring 
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the  animal.  The  case,  however,  to  which  we 
call  especial  attention,  is  the  one  we  have 
already  referred  to, — Tuff  v.  Warman, — de- 
cided in  1858,  where  a  barge  was  run  down 
by  a  steamer.  It  was  shown  that  the  barge 
was  negligent  in  not  having  a  lookout.  Nev- 
ertheless, the  steamer  saw  the  barge,  but 
failed  to  port  her  helm,  as  she  should  have 
done.  It  being  a  common-law  suit,  the 
steamer  was  charged  with  all  damages,  on 
the  ground  that  she  continued  in  a  course 
which  would  inflict  an  injury,  and  was 
therefore  liable,  although  the  plaintiff  had 
no  lookout.  We  will  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  this  case  again  in  a  pointed  manner. 
Davies  v.  Mann,  as  interpreted  and  applied 
in  England,  is  undoubtedly  the  law  of  Eng- 
land, as  was  declared  in  the  House  of  Lords. 
Radley  y.  London  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  L.  R.  1 
App.  Gas.  754,  759.  The  difficulty,  however, 
of  applying  Datnes  y.  Mann,  even  in  Eng- 
land at  that  late  day  (1876),  is  apparent 
from  the  fact  that  there,  under  the  direc- 
tions of  the  trial  judge,  a  verdict  was  al- 
lowed to  be  taken  for  the  defendant,  which, 
on  appeal  to  the  divisional  court,  was  set 
aside.  The  decision  of  the  divisional  court 
was  reversed  in  the  exchequer  chamber  by 
such  eminent  justices  as  Blackburn,  Mellor, 
Lush,  Brett,  afterwards  Lord  Esher,  and 
Archibald.  An  appeal  was  then  taken  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  which  reversed  the  ex- 
chequer chamber,  and  restored  the  judg- 
ment of  the  divisional  court.  Lord  Black- 
bum,  who,  pending  the  appeal,  had  taken  a 
seat  in  the  House  of  Lords,  overruled  him- 
self, concurring  with  the  other  lords.  la 
that  case  Lord  Penzance,  who  delivered  the 
opinion,  in  which  the  other  lords  briefly  con- 
curred, put  Davies  v.  Mann  in  two  different 
forms.  One  was  (page  759)  to  the  effect 
that  if  the  defendant,  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary care,  might  have  avoided  the  mis- 
chief, the  plaintiff's  negligence  would  not  ex 
cuse  him;  and  the  other  (page  760)  de- 
scribed the  plaintiff's  negligence  as  "a  pre- 
vious negligence."  Therefore  it  was  not  a 
concurring,  nor  necessarily  a  contributing, 
negligence  in  any  sense  of  either  of  those  ex- 
pressions. 

In  view  of  these  varying  applications,  the 
observation  of  Pollock  on  Torts,  at  page  449, 
to  the  effect  that  Davies  v.  Mann  has  been 
much  discussed  in  America,  though  not  al- 
ways wisely  so.  seems  hardly  suitable.  This 
is  very  patent  in  the  light  of  Sir  Frederidc 
Pollock's  further  observations  Us  to  Daviea 
V.  Mann.  In  connection  with  the  discussion 
of  this  case,  at  page  451,  he  quotes  with  ap- 
proval one  whom  he  styles  a  *'leamed  writ- 
er," although  anonymous,  who  undertook  to 
restate  the  rule  of  Daviea  y.  Mann,  as  fol- 
lows: "He  who  last  has  an  opportunity  of 
avoiding  the  accident,  notwithstanding  the 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Steam  Dbeooe  No.  1. 


299 


negligence  of  the  other  is  solel  j  responsible." 
The  same  "learned  writer"  also  said  that, 
••if  the  plaintiff  could,  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care,  have  avoided  the  accident,  he 
cannot  recover."  He  sums  up  the  result  of 
both  rules  to  be  that  the  law  looks  to  the 
proximate  cause,  and  "holds  that  person  lia- 
ble who  was,  in  the  main,  the  cause  of  the 
injury."  As  practically  applied  in  England, 
it  may,  after  all,  be  well  doubted  whether 
this  whole  line  of  cases  means  anything 
more  than  to  illustrate  and  emphasize  the 
distinction  between  causa  oausans,  which 
the  fundamental  rules  of  the  law  regard, 
and  causa  sine  qua  nan,  which  they  do  not 
regard. 

As  indicated  by  Pollock,  Daviea  v.  Mann 
is  still  the  subject  of  discussion  in  America, 
except  BO  far  as  it  recognizes  the  rule  of  a 
subsequent,  disconnected  negligence,  or  the 
rule  of  causa  causans,  or  that  of  perverse- 
ness  or  persistency,  spoken  of  by  Ix>rd  El- 
lenborough.  It  is  in  this  light  that  the  In- 
land d  Seaboard  Coasting  Co,  v.  Tolson,  139 
U.  S.  651,  658,  569,  36  L.  ed.  270,  272,  273, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  653,  is  to  the  implied  effect 
that  the  negligence  of  the  plaintiff  is  a  de- 
fense unless  the  defendant  had  knowledge  of 
the  position.  However,  as  the  appeal  at  bar 
is  in  admiralty,  it  is  not  necessary  for  vlb  to 
follow  the  intricacies  of  Davies  v.  Mawn  and 
its  history.  We  do  not  know  that  Davies  v. 
Mann,  or  any  decisions  of  its  kin,  was  ever 
cited*  in  a  maritime  court.  Attempts  have 
been  made  in  England  to  apply  this  class  of 
cases  in  admiralty,  with  contradictory  and 
unsatisfactory  results.  Marsden's  Colli- 
sions at  Sea,  5th  ed.  pp.  16-22.  Certain  it 
is  that  there  are  decisions  of  the  highest  au- 
thority in  admiralty  directly  impugning 
Tuff  V.  Warman,  and  dividing  the  damages 
under  the  same  substantial  circumstances  as 
those  of  that  case,  and  disregarding  any  ap- 
plication of  Davies  v.  Mann. 

In  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  in  the  sec- 
ond circuit  we  find  The  James  D,  Leary,  ap- 
pearing in  the  district  court  in  110  Fed. 
<585,  and  affirmed  in  51  C.  C.  A.  620,  113 
Fed.  1019,  on  the  opinion  of  the  district 
court.  Both  vessels  involved  were  steamers, 
— The  James  D.  Leary  and  The  Evelyn.  The 
Evelyn  was  found  at  fault  for  coming  to  an- 
chor east  of  the  proper  anchorage  ground,  as 
marked  by  buoys,  but  her  anchor  light  was 
visible  to  the  Leary  from  one  to  two  miles. 
The  damages  were  divided.  There  is  no  mis- 
taking that  this  decision  absolutely  disre- 
garded any  rule  found  in  Tuff  v.  Warman  or 
in  Davies  y.  Mawn,  although  all  the  substan- 
tial circumstances  were  alike.  The  same 
must  be  said  about  The  Providence,  decided 
by  this  court,  and  reported  in  38  C.  C.  A. 
670.  98  Fed.  133.  where  a  large  Sound 
steamer  coming  into  Fall  river,  was  in  col- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


lision  with  a  schooner  at  anchor.  The 
schooner  was  at  fault.  Nevertheless,  the 
opinion  observes  at  page  134,  98  Fed.,  page 
671,  38  C.  C.  A.,  that,  if  the  Providence  had 
used  proper  precautions,  the  collision  might 
have  been  aVoided,  or  at  least  the  conse- 
quences would  not  have  been  serious.  Again 
the  damages  were  divided. 

In  The  America  ( The  America  v.  Camden 
d  A.  R.  Transp.  Co.)  92  U.  S.  432,  436,  23 
L.  ed.  724,  727..  one  vessel  was  a  tug  and 
the  other  a  ferryboat.  The  ferryboat  struck 
the  tug  on  the  port  bow.  The  court  states 
that  the  proofs  were  clear  that  each  vessel 
was  seen  by  the  other  in  ample  season  to 
have  prevented  the  collision,  and  yet,  not 
only  the  ferryboat  which  struck  the  tug,  but 
the  tug,  also,  was  held  to  half  the  damages. 
The  New  York,  175  U.  S.  187,  209,  44  L.  ed. 
126,  135,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  67,  is  another  very 
marked  case.  One  steamer  was  in  fault  for 
not  stopping  when  the  other  steamer  failed 
to  answer  her  signals.  Both  steamers  saw 
each  other,  and  both  were  held  guilty,  and 
damages  divided.  One  of  the  most  striking 
of  all  is  Atlee  v.  Northwestern  Packet  Co. 
21  Wall.  389,  392,  396,  397,  398,  22  L.  ed. 
619,  620,  621,  622,  in  which  the  circum- 
stances were  even  more  extreme  than  any 
which  could  be  deduced  from  Davies  v. 
Mann  because  in  Davies  v.  Mann  the  object 
unlawfully  left  in  the  public  highway  was  a 
donkey,  only  temporarily  there,  the  presence 
of  which  might  or  might  not  be  presumed  to 
be  known  to  travelers.  In  Atlee  v.  North- 
western Packet  Co.  the  object  unlawfully  in 
the  public  highway — ^that  is,  in  the  river — 
was  a  pier  of  a  permanent  character,  exist- 
ing for  so  long  a  time  that  the  court  found 
that  a  skilful  pilot  was  bound  to  know  of  it ; 
and  yet  Atlee,  who  constructed  and  main- 
tained the  pier,  as  well  as  the  steamer  col- 
liding with  it,  were  both  held  liable,  and  the 
damages  were  apportioned  equally  between 
them.  A  more  positive  case  is  Gushing  v. 
The  John  Fraser  {The  James  Gray  v.  The 
John  Fraser)  21  How.  184,  191,  16  L.  ed. 
106,  109,  where  the  collision  was  with  a  ves- 
sel anchored  in  an  improper  place,  without 
any  light;  but  the  other  vessel  was  held  in 
fault  for  not  sighting  her,  and  damages  were 
equally  divided.  In  every  one  of  these  cases 
the  circumstances  were  known  to  the  party 
who  was  guilty  of  the  final  negligent  act.  A 
multitude  of  other  admiralty  decisions  to 
the  same  effect  can  be  cited.  Indeed,  some  of 
them  go  so  far  as  to  make  it  clear  that  the 
Jaw  of  these  tribunals  is  not  strict  with  ref- 
erence even  to  subsequent,  and  somewhat  in- 
dependent, disconnected  negligences,  as  is 
the  common  law.  In  view  of  these  proposi- 
tions and  decisions,  we  are  not  justified  in 
applying  in  an  admiralty  case  any  peculiar 
rule  which  can  be  deduced,  or  ever  has  been 
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deduced,  from  DaiAea  v,  Mann,  Moreover, 
on  this  appeal  it  is  not  clear  that  one  negli- 
gence did  supervene  on  the  other.  It  is  not 
even  known  which  party's  negligence  first 
originated.  Certain  it  is  that  both  were  ex- 
isting and  concurring  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident. Moreover,  as  we  have  shown,  it  is 
not  proved  that  Christiansen  had  an  exist- 
ing appreciation  of  all  the  conditions,  or 
was  guilty  of  perverseness.  In  any  view,  ap- 
plying the  practical  rules  of  the  decisions  of 
the  supreme  court  and  of  the  courts  of  ap- 
peals which  we  have  cited,  neither  party  to 
this  proceeding  can  escape  the  consequence 
of  his  own  fault. 

It  may  be,  in  view  of  the  fact  that  the 
admiralty  is,  under  no  circumstances,  as 
stringent  as  the  common  law  in  refusing  to 
impose  liability  on  one  party  on  account  of 
the   contributory  negligence   of   the    other, 


that  it  need  not  apply  the  incidental  rule» 
of  Daf>ie8  v.  Mann,  and  the  cases  akin  to  it, 
in  any  event.  Its  principal  rule  being  ame- 
liatory,  it  has  no  occasion  to  hold  incidental 
rules  too  strictly  for  the  purpose  of  avoiding 
results  which  otherwise  might  shodc  the  com- 
mon sense  as  to  justice.  However  this  may 
be,  the  decree  of  the  district  court  must  be 
modified  to  the  extent  of  requiring  a  divi- 
sion of  damages. 

The  decree  of  the  DUtriet  Court  ie  re- 
versed, and  the  case  is  remanded  to  that 
court,  with  directions  to  apportion  to  eadi 
party  one  half  of  the  damages  and  of  the 
interest  thereon,  and  one  half  of  the  costa 
in  the  district  court,  and  the  appellant  re- 
covers its  costs  of  appeal. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled  March 
17,  1905. 


MAINE    SUPREME    JUDICIAL    COURT. 


George  H.  MARDEN 
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1.  Failure  to  look  and  listen  before  cross- 
ing a  street  car  track  at  a  public  crossing 
cannot  be  said,  as  matter  of  law,  to  be  neg- 
ligence per  ee. 

S.  One  In  ebar^e  of  an  eleetrle  street 
ear  approaelilnff  a  public  crOMlnv 
niiist  anticipate  that  any  person  ap- 
proaching the  Junction  from  either  side  may 
turn  his  team  into  the  cross  street,  and  must 
exercise  all  due  care  to  have  his  car  under 
such  control  as  to  he  able  to  stop  it  at 
the  crossing.  If  necessary,  to  avoid  an 
accident 

8.  Tbe  Jury  mvst  decide  wbetber  or 
not,  nnder  all  tbc  clrcnmstances  of 
tbe  case,  a  street  car  company  Is 
■rnllty  of  neirllffence  In  approaching  a 
street  crossing  at  an  unreasonable  speed, 
which  results  In  a  collision  with  a  vehicle 
using  the  highway. 

4.  One  abont  to  drive  across  a  street 
car  track  at  a  pnbllc  street  crossing 
Is  not  required  to  look  along  the  whole  length 
of  visible  track  to  see  If  a  car  is  coming,  but 
only   far  enough   to   warrant   an   ordinarily 


careful  and  prudent  man,  having  In  mind  bte 
own  safety,  under  like  circumstances,  to  eon- 
clude  that  no  car  Is  In  such  proximity  air 
if  properly  managed,  to  endanger  his  safety 
In  crossing. 

B.  Tbe  conrt  will  not,  as  natter  of  law» 
say  tbat  It  Is  ncffllirence  for  one 
driving  a  team  to  attempt  to  cross  a 
street  car  track  at  a  public  crossing, 
after  looking  along  the  track  244  feet  with- 
out seeing  a  car  when  he  Is  only  20  feet  from 
the  track ;  but  the  question  Is  for  the  Jury. 

(March  2,  IWM.) 

MOTION  for  new  trial  after  verdict  in 
plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence,  which  was  tried  in  York  County. 
Overruled, 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Meaera.  H.  H.  Bvrbaiik  and  J»hn  O. 
Smith,  for  plaintiff: 

The  fact  that  a  person  who,  in  attempting 
to  cross  a  railroad,  does  not  at  the  in- 
stant of  stepping  on  it  look  to  ascertain 
if  a  train  is  approaching,  is  not  conclusive 
of  a  want  of  due  care  on  his  part. 

Plummer  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.  73  Me.  593. 

If  the  plaintiff  looked  hack  such  a  dis- 


Note. — As  to  measure  of  care  required  of 
person  in  crossing  street  car  track,  see  also. 
In  this  series,  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Robinson, 
4  L.  R.  A.  126;  Carson  v.  Federal  Street  & 
P.  Valley  R.  Co.  15  L.  R.  A.  267 :  Bhrisman  v. 
Vast  Harrlsbnrg  City  Pass.  R.  Co.  17  L.  R.  A. 
448 ;  Newark  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Bloch,  22  L.  R.  A. 
374  ;  McGee  v.  Consolidated  Street  R.  Co.  26 
L.  R.  A.  800;  Cincinnati  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Snell. 
32  L.  R.  A.  276;  Consolidated  Traction  Co.  v. 
60  L.  R.  A. 


Scott,  88  L.  R.  A.  122 ;  Baltimore  Traction  CO. 
V.  Helms,  36  L.  R.  A.  216 ;  Johnson  ▼«  St.  Pan! 
City  R.  Co.  36  L.  R.  A.  586 :  Evansvllie  Street 
R.  Co.  v.  Gentry.  37  L.  R.  A.  878;  Hoelsel  v. 
Crescent  City  R.  Co.  88  L.  R.  A.  708;  Teedk 
V.  Milwaukee  Ulectrlc  R.  ft  Light  Co.  53  L.  R. 
A.  618 ;  Roberts  v.  Spokane  Street  R.  Co.  64  I,. 
R.  A.  184 ;  Keenan  v.  Union  Traction  Oo.  68  L. 
R.  A.  217 ;  and  Kansas  City  Leavenworth  R.  Co. 
V.  Gallagher,  64  L.  R.  A,  344^ 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1905. 


MABDEir    ▼.    POBTSMOUTH,    K.    &    T.    StBXET  RAILWAY. 


301 


tanoe  that  a  car  in  sight,  moving  at  a  prop- 
er rate  of  speed,  and  under  proper  man- 
agement, could  have  been  stopped  before 
reaching  the  crossing,  and  saw  no  car,  he 
was  justified  in  crossing,  or  attempting  to 
cross,  the  track. 

Creavvn  v.  "Newton  Street  R.  Co.  176 
Mass.  520,  57  N.  £.  994;  Chaifee  ▼. 
Boston  d  L.  R.  Corp,  104  Mass.  106; 
Williame  v.  Cfrealy,  112  Mass.  79;  Duggan 
T.  New  England  R,  Co.  172  Mass.  337,  52 
N.  E.  519;  Carlson  ▼.  Lynn  d  B.  R.  Co. 
172  Mass.  388,  52  N.  E.  520;  Lahti  y. 
Fitchburg  d  L.  Street  R.  Co.  172  Mass.  147, 
51  N.  E.  524;  Kelly  v.  Wakefield  d  8.  Street 
R  Co.  179  Mass.  542,  61  N.  E.  139. 

PlaintifTs  negligence,  if  any,  was  not  a 
contributory  cause.  If  defendant's  car  had 
been  traveling  at  proper  speed  it  could  and 
should  have  been  stopped. 

Pttge  V.  Bucksport,  64  Me.  53,  18  'AnL 
Rep.  299;  O'Brien  v.  McQUnchy,  68  Me. 
<557;  Pollard  v.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.  87  Me.  55, 
32  Atl.  735;  Fletoelling  v.  Lewiston  d  A. 
Horse  R.  Co.  89  Me.  594,  36  Atl.  1056; 
Atwood  V.  Bangor,  0.  d  0.  T.  R.  Co,  91 
Me.  400,  40  Atl.  67;  Conley  v.  Maine  C. 
R.  Co.  95  Me.  149,  49  Atl.  668;  Ward  v. 
Maine  C.  R.  Co.  96  Me.  145,  51  Atl.  947; 
Cooley,  Torts,  2d  ed.  p.  816. 

The  conduct  of  the  motorman  should  be 
influenced  by  the  fact  that  the  vehicle  is 
covered. 

Tashjian  v.  Worcester  Consol.  Street 
R.  Co.  177  Mass.  81,  58  N.  E.  281. 

An  electric  car  has  no  paramount  right 
•of  way  over  pedestrians  or  other  vehicles 
at  street  crossings,  but  the  rights  of  each 
are  equal. 

Joyce,  Electric  Law,  S  589;  23  Am.  ft 
Eng.  Enc  Law,  pp.  992,  1028. 

Due  care  of  the  plaintiff  is  a  question  of 
fact  for  the  jury. 

Hohbs  V.  Eastern  R.  Co.  66  Me.  575; 
Plummer  ▼.  Eastern  R.  Co.  73  Me.  591; 
Warren  v.  Bangor,  0.  d  O.  T.  R.  Co.  95 
Me.  118,  49  Atl.  609;  Treat  v.  Boston  d 
L,  R.  Corp.  131  Mass.  371;  Rohhins  v. 
Springfield  Street  R.  Co.  165  Mass.  30,  42 
X.  E.  334;  LeBlano  v.  Lowell,  L.  d  H. 
Street  R.  Co.  170  Mass.  567,  49  N.  E. 
-927;  Kelly  v.  Wakefield  d  S.  Street  R.  Co. 
179  Mass.  542,  61  :N.  E.  139. 

Negligence  of  the  defendant,  and  whether 
or  not  it  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
•collision,  are  questions  of  fact  for  the  jury. 

Atwood  V.  Bangor,  0.  d  0.  T.  R.  Co.  91 
Me.  400,  40  Atl.  67;  Allen  v.  Boston  d  M. 
R.  Co.  94  Me.  402,  47  Atl.  917;  Conley  v. 
Maine  C.  R.  Co.  95  Me.  149,  49  Atl.  668; 
Ward  V.  Maine  C.  R.  Co.  96  Me.  145,  51 
AU.  947;  Griffin  v.  Boston  d  A.  R.  Co. 
148  Mass.  143,  1  L.  R.  A.  608,  12  Am.  St. 
Rep.  526,  19  N.  E.  166;  Kerrigan  v.  West 
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End  Street  R.  Co.  158  Mass.  305,  33  N.  E. 
523;  Drisooll  v.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  159 
Mass.  142,  34  N.  E.  171. 

Messrs.  J.  O.  Stewart,  Emery  Sb  Sims, 
and  O.  D.  Baker  for  defendant. 

Spear,  J.,  delivered  the  Opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  action  on  the  ease  for  negli- 
gence, resulting  from  a  collision  between 
the  plaintiff's  cart  and  the  defendant's 
electric  car.  The  cue  shows  that  the 
plaintiff,  on  the  15th  day  of  June,  1901, 
was  driving  a  covered  butcher's  cart  along 
a  public  street  in  the  town  of  Kittery  in 
an  easterly  direction,  parallel  with  the  de- 
fendant's road,  about  3  feet  northerly  there- 
of; the  track  being  on  the  southerly  side 
of  the  road.  The  highway  and  the  track 
descend  quite  sharply  towards  the  east, 
the  grade  being  about  6  feet  in  100.  At 
the  bottom  of  the  grade,  a  cross-street  called 
"Williams  avenue"  runs  substantially  at 
right  angles  and  southerly  from  the  high- 
way on  which  the  plaintiff  was  driving. 
When  the  plaintiff  reached  the  mouth  of 
Williams  avenue  he  attempted  to  turn  his 
team  into  it,  thereby  squarely  crossing  the 
defendant's  rails.  While  crossing  the  track 
the  front  part  of  the  off  hind  wheel  of  the 
plaintiff's  cart  was  struck  by  the  defend- 
ant's car,  and  the  injuries  were  produced 
of  which  the  plaintiff  complains.  After  a 
long  trial,  involving  more  than  250  pages 
of  testimony,  the  jury  returned  a  verdict 
for  the  plaintiff  of  $1,103.73.  The  case 
comes  up  on  motion  to  set  this  verdict  aside, 
as  against  the  law  and  the  evidence.  The 
real  issue  to  be  considered  is  whether  the 
defendant  was  guilty  of  negligence  with 
respect  to  the  speed  with  which  it  was  run- 
ning its  car  at  the  time  the  accident  oc- 
curred, and  whether  the  plaintiff  was  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence.  The  evidence 
upon  the  one  side  and  the  other  upon  the 
point  of  speed  is  conflicting;  the  plaintiff 
and  some  of  his  witnesses  contending  that 
the  car  was  running  from  15  to  20  miles 
an  hour  down  the  grade  towards  the  cross- 
ing, while  those  of  the  defendant  assert  the 
car  was  moving  at  a  rate  of  only  4  or  5 
miles  an  hour.  There  was  also  testimony 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  speed,  tending  to  show  that 
the  cart  and  horse  were  thrown  bodily  in 
the  air  when  the  car  struck  them, — the  cart 
some  40  feet,  and  the  horse  half  that  dis- 
tance,— and  that  the  car  itself  ran  from  150 
to  200  feet  beyond  the  center  of  the  crossing 
before  it  could  be  stopped,  although  the 
motorman  claims  that  he  did  all  in  his  pow- 
er to  check  the  car  in  the  quickest  possi- 
ble manner  after  he  discovered  that  the 
plaintiff  was  about  to  cross  the  track  in 
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front  of  it.  In  finding  the  defendant 
guilty,  the  jury  must  have  come  to  the  con- 
clusion that  it  was  running  its  car  at  the 
time  of  the  collision  at  an  unsafe  and  un- 
reasonable rate  of  speed. 

But  the  defendant  says,  admitting  its 
negligence  as  found  by  the  jury,  it  is.  not 
guilty,  because  the  plaintiff's  own  testi- 
mony, allow  it  to  be  true,  clearly  discloses 
the  fact  that  by  his  own  negligent  acts  he 
contributed  to  the  accident  which  caused 
his  injuries.  Whether  the  plaintiff,  in  his 
connection  with  the  accident,  was  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  assuming  the 
guilt  of  the  defendant,  may  depend  in  a 
large  degree  upon  the  duty  which  the  de- 
fendant, under  the  particular  circumstances 
in  this  case,  owed  to  the  plaintiff.  This 
consideration  involves  a  question  with  re- 
spect to  the  relative  rights  and  duties  of 
electric  cars  and  vehicles  while  concur- 
rently approaching  and  passing  over  public 
street  crossings.  The  law  upon  this  subject 
seems  to  be  well  settled  in  many  states. 
While  the  contention  has  been  made  that  a 
person  approaching  an  electric  road  with 
the  intention  of  crossing  the  track  should 
observe  that  same  degree  of  watchfulness 
and  care  as  when  attempting  to  cross  a 
steam  road,  it  is  readily  obvious  that  the 
cases  are  entirely  dissimilar.  The  steam 
road  is  invariably  possessed  of  a  private 
roadbed,  protected  by  law,  and  vested  with 
the  right  to  punish  as  a  trespasser  any 
person  who  may  invade  its  property  out- 
side of  that  part  of  its  premises  made  pub- 
lic for  the  prosecution  of  its  business.  It 
is  also  permitted  by  law  to  propel  its  trains 
at  a  tremendous  rate  of  speed,  so  that  it 
is  impracticable,  if  not  impossible,  to  stop 
them  quickly  or  within  a  short  distance. 
The  law  recognizes  these  facts,  and  not 
only  for  the  protection  of  the  individual 
who  may  undertake  to  cross  a  steam  rail- 
road track,  but  for  the  safety  of  the  many 
who  may  be  riding  in  the  public  coaches, 
requires  the  individual,  when  he  approaches 
the  passageway  of  such  an  engine  of  de- 
struction, within  a  proper  distance  of  the 
track,  to  look  and  listen,  not  only  with  his 
eyes  and  ears,  but  with  his  mind,  to  dis- 
cover whether  a  train  is  approaching. 
The  law  makes  it  imperative  for  travelers 
to  do  this,  and  a  failure  to  comply  with 
this  law  presumes  them  to  be  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence,  if  they  are  injured 
by  a  collision  with  a  passing  train.  This 
is  undoubtedly  a  wise  and  judicious  law 
in  its  application  to  steam  roads,  but  it 
should  not  be  fully  applied  to  the  use  of 
electric  and  other  street  railroads. 

An  electric  road  is  installed  and  operated 
upon  a  principle  entirely  different  from 
that  of  the  steam  road.  Our  court  has 
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said,  in  Briggs  v.  Leiviston  d  A.  Horse  R. 
Co.  79  Me.  367,  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  316,  10  Atl. 
48,  that  ''the  laying  down  rails  in  the 
street,  and  the  running  street  cars  over 
them  for  the  accommodation  of  persons  de- 
siring to  travel  on  the  street,  is  only  a  later 
mode  of  using  the  land  as  a  way, — ^using 
it  for  the  very  purpose  for  which  it  was 
originally  taken.  It  may  be  a  change  in  the 
mode,  but  it  is  not  a  change  in  the  use. 
The  land  is  still  used  for  a  highway. ** 
This  rule  of  law  applies  equally  whether 
the  motor  for  propelling  the  car  is  a  horse, 
steam,  or  electricity.  It  is  apparent,  there- 
fore, that  the  electric  cars,  which  are  now 
becoming  of  very  common  use,  not  only  in 
our  cities,  but  in  our  villages  and  country 
towns,  are  operated  for  the  most  part  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  legally  located  high- 
ways, as  said  in  Benjamin  v.  Eolyoke  Street 
R.  Co,  160  Mass.  3,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  446,  35 
N.  E.  96,  where  "the  use  of  the  street  for 
electric  cars  and  by  the  general  public  was 
concurrent;  and  the  defendant  was  bound, 
in  using  the  street,  to  have  reference  to  it% 
reasonable  use  by  others."  Unlike  steam 
cars,  the  electric  car  runs,  or  may  be  run 
at  times,  through  streets  crowded  witli 
people  and  vehicles,  and  therefore,  instead 
of  being  vested  with  the  right  to  run  at  a 
rapid  rate  of  speed,  they  are  required  to 
make  a  reasonable  use  of  the  streets,  con- 
sistent with  the  rights  of  other  persons 
and  vehicles  who  may  occupy  the  streets  in 
conjunction  with  them.  Upon  this  point, 
the  court,  in  Driscoll  v.  West  End  Street 
R,  Co.  159  Mass.  145,  34  N.  E.  172,  holds 
that  "the  drivers  and  conductors  of  street 
railway  cars,  whatever  the  motive  power, 
have  in  general  the  same  rights  aind  duties 
with  reference  to  other  vehicles  crossing 
their  course  that  the  drivers  of  omnibuses 
have,  for  example,  or  that  the  driver  of 
any  other  vehicle  has.  0*Neil  v.  Dry  Dock, 
E.  B,  d  B.  R.  Co.  129  N.  Y.  125,  26  Am. 
St.  Rep.  512,  29  N.  E.  84.  In  Com.  ▼. 
Temple,  14  Gray,  69,  75,  it  is  said:  'Where 
the  entire  public,  each  according  to  his  own 
exigencies,  has  a  right  to  the  use  of  the 
highway,  in  the  absence  of  any  special  reg- 
ulation by  law  the  right  of  each  is  equal. 
.  .  .  Each  may  use  it  to  his  own  best  ad- 
vantage, but  with  a  just  regard  to  the  like 
right  of  others.* "  See  also  Newark  Pass.  R. 
Co,  V.  Block,  55  N.  J.  L.  605,  22  L.  R.  A.  374, 
27  Atl.  1067.  But  a  reasonable  use  must 
be  measured  by  the  relative  facility  with 
which  cars  and  other  kinds  of  vehicles  are 
able  to  move  about,  with  respect  to  one 
another,  in  the  streets.  It  must  be  recog- 
nized that  cars  are  confined  to  a  track,  and 
are  unable  to  turn  to  the  right  or  to  the 
left;  that  they  are  permitted  to  occupy  the 
streets  for  the  purpose  of  facilitating  travel  *. 
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and  tiiat  teams  and  travelers,  as  far  as 
practicable,  must  keep  out  of  their  way, 
and  not  impede  their  progress  more  than 
is  absolutely  necessary.  It  is  perfectly  ob- 
vious that  a  team  can  move  with  ease, 
while  a  car  cannot,  but  is  confined  to  one 
course;  hence  a  reasonable  use  of  the 
streets,  having  reference  to  the  relative 
facility  with  which  the  locomotion  of  teams 
and  cars  can  be  controlled,  necessarily  gives 
the  car  between  street  crossings  certain 
privileges  over  other  vehicles.  These  su- 
perior privileges  are  well  stated  in  O'Neil 
V.  Dry  Dock,  E.  B.  d  B,  R.  Co,  129  N.  Y. 
130,  26  Am.  St  Rep.  512,  29  N.  E.  85,  as 
follows:  "As  the  cars  must  run  upon  the 
tracks,  and  cannot  turn  out  for  vehicles 
drawn  by  horses,  they  must  have  the  pref- 
erence; and  such  vehicles  must,  as  they 
can,  in  a  reasonable  manner,  keep  off  from 
the  railroad  tracks,  so  as  to  permit  the 
free  and  unobstructed  passage  of  the  cars. 
In  no  other  way  can  street  railways  be 
operated.  As  to  such  vehicles,  the  rail- 
ways have  the  paramount  right,  to  be  exer- 
cised in  a  reasonable  and  prudent  manner." 

But  in  the  end,  what  is  a  reasonable  use, 
jS  a  question  of  fact,  depending  upon  the 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case,  hav- 
ing reference  to  the  manner  in  which  street 
railroads  are  obliged  to  be  operated,  and 
the  purpose  for  which  they  are  designed. 
Hall  V.  Ogden  City  Street  R.  Co.  13  Utah, 
243,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  729,  44  Pac.  1046; 
Drisooll  ▼.  West  End  Street  R,  Go.  159 
Mass.  142,  34  N.  E.  171. 

Yet  the  defendant  seems  to  assume  in 
its  brief  that  the  same  rule  with  respect 
to  approaching  a  public  street  crossing 
traversed  by  electric  cars  applies  to  electric 
as  to  steam  roads,  and  asserts  that  on  this 
point  this  case  falls  clearly  within  the  de- 
cision of  Blumenthal  v.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Co, 
97  Me.  255,  54  Atl.  747,  and  Day  v.  Boston 
d  M.  R,  Co,  97  Me.  528,  65  Atl.  420.  But 
the  same  rule  does  not  apply.  While  it 
may  be  found,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  in  any 
case  involving  an  accident  by  crossing  in 
front  of  an  electric  car,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  the  person  undertaking  to  so  cross 
to  look  and  listen,  it  cannot  be  laid  down 
as  a  rule  of  law  that  a  failure  to  do  this 
does  per  se  constitute  negligence.  That 
is,  whether  the  failure  of  the  party  injured 
to  look  and  listen,  before  undertaking  to 
pass  in  front  of  an  electric  car,  constitutes 
negligence,  is  a  question  of  fact,  while  the 
failure  to  do  so  in  attempting  to  pass  in 
front  of  a  steam  car  is  a  matter  of  law. 
Our  court  has  directly  passed  upon  this 
distinction  with  respect  to  the  duty  im- 
posed upon  one  approaching  the  crossing 
of  steam  and  electric  railroad  tracks. 
Fairbanks  v.  Bangor,  0.  d  0.  R.  Co,  95  Me. 
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78,  49  Atl.  421.  and  Warren  v.  Bangor,  0. 
d  0.  R.  Co,  95  Me.  115,  49  Atl.  609.  But 
the  question  is  now  so  distinctly  raised 
anew,  and  becomes  so  material  in  deter- 
mining the  rights  of  the  parties  in  this 
case,  that  a  more  extended  consideration 
may  also  be  proper.  The  defendant  claims, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  that  the  plaintiff 
should  have  looked  and  listened  immediately 
before  going  upon  the  crossing;  but  both 
of  the  cases  last  cited  in  95  Me.  and  49  Atl. 
hold  to  the  contrary,  and  the  weight  of 
authority'  and  the  soundness  of  reasoning 
are  also  clearly  the  other  way.  This  ques- 
tion was  sharply  raised  in  a  recent  Massa- 
chusetts case, — Rohhins  v.  Springfield  Street 
R.  Co.  165  Mass.  30,  42  N.  E.  334.  The 
defendant  requested  the  judge  to  give  the 
following  instruction:  "If  the  plaintiff 
failed  to  look  and  listen,  when  by  looking 
or  listening  he  could  have  perceived  the  ap- 
proach of  the  car,  and  the  plaintiff  drove 
in  front  of  the  car,  and  such  failure  to 
look  and  listen  contributed  directly  to  his 
injury,  then  he  cannot  recover,  and  the 
verdict  should  be  for  the  defendant."  The 
judge  refused  to  give  the  instruction.  Chief 
Justice  Field,  in  passing  upon  the  ruling  of 
the  court,  said:  "The  questions  of  the  due 
care  of  the  plaintiff  and  of  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant's  servants,  we  think,  were 
for  the  jury,  on  the  evidence  which  appears 
in  the  exceptions."  He  then  holds,  alluding 
directly  to  the  above  request,  that  "the  third 
request  could  not  properly  have  been  given 
as  an  absolute  rule  of  law.  The  decisions 
of  this  court  show  that  a  distinction  has 
been  taken  with  respect  to  the  duty  to  look 
and  listen  when  crossing  the  tracks  of  a 
steam  railroad,  where  a  railroad  train  has 
the  exclusive  right  of  way,  and  when  cross- 
ing the  tracks  of  a  street  railway  company 
in  a  public  street,  where  the  cars  have  not 
an  exclusive  right  of  way,  but  are  run  in 
the  street  in  common  with  other  vehicles 
and  with  travelers.  The  fact  that  the  pow- 
er used  by  the  street  railway  company  is 
electricity,  instead  of  that  of  horses,  has 
not  been  deemed  by  the  court  sufficient  to 
make  the  rule  of  law  which  has  been  laid 
down  concerning  the  crossing  of  the  track 
of  a  steam  railroad  exactly  applicable  to  a 
street  railway."  In  Hall  v.  West  End  Street 
R,  Co,  168  Mass.  461,  47  N.  E.  124,  the 
court  says:  "There  is  no  absolute  rule  of 
law  that,  to  be  in  the  exercise  of  due  care, 
one  about  to  cross  a  public  street  must 
look  and  listen  for  approaching  vehicles;" 
and  cites  Robbins  v.  Springfield  Street  R. 
Co,  165  Mass.  30,  42  N.  E.  334.  In  this 
case  the  verdict  was  directed  for  the  de- 
fendant because,  under  the  peculiar  circum- 
stances, the  inference  of  •fact  was  conclusive 
that  the  plaintiff's  failure  to  look  and  lis- 
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ten  constituted  negligence  and  contributed 
to  the  accident.  Again,  it  is  held  in  Ben- 
jamin ▼.  Holyoke  Street  B.  Co,  160  Mass. 
4,  39  AnL  St.  Rep.  446,  35  N.  E.  95«  that 
*'the  court  rightly  refused  to  instruct  the 
jury  that  a  mere  failure  to  look  would 
prevent  her  from  recovering.  This  has 
been  so  held  even  in  cases  of  collision. 
IConsolidated  Traction  Co.  ▼.  5oo«,  58  N.  J. 
L.  682,  33  L.  R.  A.  122,  65  Am.  St.  Rep. 
629,  34  Atl.  1094;]  Shapleigh  v.  Wyman, 
134  Mass.  118;  French  v.  Taunton  Branch 
R.  Co,  116  Mass.  537.  The  question  was 
left  to  the  jury,  with  proper  instructions." 

In  Hall  V.  Ogden  City  Street  R,  Co.  13 
Utah,  243,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  733,  44  Pac. 
1046,  it  is  held:  ''Persons  traveling  on  a 
public  street  along  or  across  a  street  rail- 
way track  are  not  held  to  the  exercise  of 
the  same  degree  of  care  and  precaution  as 
they  are  when  traveling  along,  or  upon,  or 
across,  an  ordinary  steam  railroad." 

In  Consolidated  Tr<iction  Co.  v.  Soott,  58 
N.  J.  L.  682,  33  L.  R.  A.  122,  66  Am.  St. 
Rep.  629,  34  Atl.  1094,  we  find  the  rule 
stated  in  this  way:  "It  may  be  said  with 
reference  to  this  request  to  charge  that 
the  proposition  that  one,  to  be  in  the  exer- 
cise of  due  care,  must  look  and  listen  be- 
fore crossing  a  steam  railway,  is  well  estab- 
lished; but  this  duty  does  not  apply  with 
equal  force  to  one  in  crossing  the  tracks 
of  a  street  railway." 

Wendell  v.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
91  N.  Y.  429,  holds:  ''The  rules  of  conduct 
which  should  govern  the  approach  of 
travelers  to  crossings  over  street  railways, 
or  in  the  track  of  vehicles  whose  rate  of  prog- 
ress is  under  the  control  of  their  drivers, 
are  necessarily  quite  different  from  those  ap- 
plicable to  the  crossing  of  the  track  of 
steam  railroads,  whose  trains  traverse  vast 
distances,  carrying  great  burdens,  and  mov- 
ing with  a  momentum  necessarily  destruc- 
tive to  bodies  with  which  they  come  in 
contact."  This  case  was  against  a  steam 
railway  company,  and  the  above  quotation  is 
employed  to  show  the  distinction  between 
the  rights  and  duties  of  steam  and  electric 
roads. 

It  is  said  in  Evaneville  Street  R.  Co,  v. 
Gentry,  147  Ind.  408,  37  L,  R.  A.  378,  62 
Am.  St.  Rep.  423,  44  N.  E.  311:  "The 
rules  that  govern  as  to  the  crossing  of 
steam  railroads  by  travelers  upon  the  high- 
way are  not  fully  applicable  to  street  rail- 
road crossings  in  cities.  .  .  .  The  rule, 
therefore,  to  stop  and  look  and  listen,  can- 
not apply,  as  it  does  to  the  crossing  of  a 
steam  railroad  track."  In  White  v.  Wor- 
cester Consol.  Street  R.  Co.  167  Mass.  43, 
44  N.  E.  1052,  Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  as  late 
as  1896,  stated  th^  proposition  in  this  way : 
*'But  we  suppose  that  the  request  was  in- 
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tended  to  embody  a  statement  of  the  rights 
of  electric  cars,  irrespective  of  practice,  and 
to  put  street  railways  on  very  nearly 
the  footing  of  steam  railroads.  Whatever 
may  be  the  law  as  to  the  latter,  there  is 
great  difference  between  the  two  cases. 
Electric  cars  are  far  more  manageable  and 
more  quickly  stopped  than  trains  upon 
steam  railroads." 

The  duty  imposed  upon  street  cars  when 
approaching  public  street  crossings  also 
clearly  shows  that  the  same  rule  with  re- 
spect to  such  crossings  cannot  be  invoked 
for  both  electric  and  steam  cars.  The  very 
fact  that  the  law,  as  far  as  we  have  been 
able  to  discover,  almost  universally  holds 
that,  upon  the  approach  of  public  street 
crossings,  the  rights  of  street  cars  and  vehi- 
cles are  equal,  and  that  neither  has  a  para- 
mount right  over  the  other,  necessarily 
modifies  the  rule  applicable  to  the  approach 
of  steam  car  crossings. 

If  it  was  not  incumbent  upon  the  plain- 
tiff, as  a  matter  of  law,  to  look  and  listen, 
what  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to  the 
plaintiff  in  the  management  of  its  car  in 
approaching  a  public  crossing  in  conjunc- 
tion with  the  plaintiff?  We  can  readily 
see,  if  the  law  gave  the  defendant  an  abso- 
lute right  of  way,  to  the  seclusion  of  all 
else,  like  a  steam  car,  and  also  required  the 
plaintiff  to  look  and  listen,  and,  if  he  saw  a 
car  coming,  however  far  away,  and  was  in- 
jured, made  him  guilty  of  negligence,  and, 
if  he  did  not  see  the  car,  made  him  guilty 
for  not  seeing  it,  that  the  defendant  could 
run  its  cars  at  almost  any  rate  of  speed, 
however  negligent,  without  being  charge- 
able with  liability,  on  account  of  necessary 
contributory  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff. 

But  under  the  above  principles  of  law, 
applicable  to  the  reasonable  use  of  the  high- 
way  by  electric  cars,  and  to  the  duty  of 
travelers  in  their  relations  with  them,  we 
think  the  safe  rule  to  lay  down  with  respect 
to  the  management  of  electric  or  other  mo- 
tor cars  at  street  crossings  is  this:  That 
the  motorman,  when  approaching  a  public 
street,  shall  be  held  to  anticipate  that  any 
person  approaching  such  junction  from  ei- 
ther side  may  turn  his  team  into  it,  and 
shall  then  exercise  all  due  care  to  have  his 
car  under  such  control  as  to  be  able  to  stop 
it  at  the  crossing  if  necessary  to  avoid  an 
accident.  This  rule  places  upon  the  rail- 
road using  the  highway  only  that  degree  of 
care  that  is  commensurate  with  public  safe- 
ty and  with  a  reasonable  use  of  the  road. 
It  is  also  well-settled  law.  And  it  is  prop- 
er to  here  observe  that  the  decisions  impose 
a  special  duty  upon  cars  operated  in  the 
streets  when  approaching  street  crossings, — 
a  duty  which,  instead  of  clothing  them  with 
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tlie  paramount  rights  conceded  between 
crossings,  places  them  upon  an  equal  foot- 
ing with  other  vehicles  rightfully  occupying 
the  streets.  In  the  great  state  of  New 
York,  with  its  numerous  cities  and  large 
towns,  in  which,  without  doubt,  the  neces- 
sity for  rapid  transit  is  as  imperative  as  in 
any  state  in  the  Union,  we  find  the  distinc- 
tion fully  and  clearly  stated  in  the  0*Neil 
Case,  129  N.  Y.  130,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  512, 
29  N.  E.  85.  After  the  quotations  above  al- 
luded to,  finding,  as  to  vehicles  moving  in 
the  streets,  that  the  railways  have  a  para- 
mount right,  to  be  exercised  in  a  reasonable 
and  prudent  manner,  the  court  then  proceeds 
to  define  their  rights  upon  approaching  cross- 
ings in  this  language:  ''But  a  railway 
crossing  a  street  stands  upon  a  different 
footing.  The  car  has  the  right  to  cross,  and 
must  cross,  the  street,  and  the  vehicle  has 
the  right  to  cross,  and  must  cross,  the  rail- 
road track.  Neither  has  a  superior  right 
to  the  other.  The  right  of  each  must  be  ex- 
ercised with  due  regard  to  the  right  of  the 
other,  and  the  right  of  each  must  be  exer- 
cised in  a  reasonable  and  careful  manner,  so 
as  not  unreasonbly  to  abridge  or  interfere 
with  the  right  of  the  other." 

Driscoll  v.  West  End  Street  R,  Co,  159 
Mass.  142,  34  N.  £.  171,  involving  an  acci- 
dent at  a  street  crossing,  also  recognizes 
the  difference  between  the  privileges  of 
street  ears  while  moving  aloncf  the  streets 
and  when  approaching  street  crossings  and 
expressly  differentiates  Com,  v.  TempUy  14 
Gray,  69,  relative  to  the  rights  of  cars  run- 
ning between  crossings.  The  court  say: 
"Street  railway  companies,  under  the  deci- 
sion of  Com.  V.  Temple,  14  Gray,  69,  in  run- 
ning their  cars,  have  certain  rights  in  the 
streets,  different  from  those  which  belong 
to  the  drivers  of  ordinary  vehicles,  but  none 
of  these  rights  is  directly  involved  in  the 
case  at  bar;"  and  then  lay  down  the  prin- 
ciple: "The  drivers  and  conductors  of 
street  railway  cars,  whatever  the  motive 
power,  have,  in  general,  the  same  rights 
and  duties  with  reference  to  .  .  .  vehicles 
crossing  their  course  that  the  drivers  of 
omnibuses  have,  for  example,  or  that  the 
driver  of  any  other  vehicle  has;"  and  cite 
and  adopt  the  O'Neil  Case,  in  129  N.  Y. 
125,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  512,  29  N.  E.  84, 
which  specifically  distinguishes  the  rights  of 
cars  at  street  crossings. 

In  Richmond  R,  d  Electric  Co.  v.  Oarth- 
right,  92  Va.  627,  32  L.  R.  A.  220,  53  Am. 
St  Rep.  844,  24  S.  E.  267,  it  is  held:  "The 
people  of  a  city  and  vehicles  have  the  same 
right  to  pass  along  an  intersecting  street  as 
the  car  has  to  go  across  it.  'The  car  has  a 
right  to  cross,  and  must  cross,  the  street, 
and  vehicles  and  foot  passengers  have  a 
right  to  cross,  and  must  ctoss,  the  railroad 
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track.  Neither  has  a  superior  right  to  the 
other.'  0*Neil  v.  Dry  Dock,  E.  B,  d  B,  R, 
Co,  129  N.  Y.  125,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  512,  29 
N.  E.  84 ;  Buhrens  v.  Dry  Dock,  E,  B,  d  B, 
R,  Co,  53  Hun,  571,  6  N.  Y.  Supp.  224, 
Affirmed  in  125  N.  Y.  702,  26  N.  E.  752; 
Chicago  City  R.  Co,  v.  Young,  62  111.  238; 
Booth,  Street  Railways,  S  304,  and 
cases  there  cited.  And  it  is  gross  negli- 
gence in  a  street  railway  company  to  over- 
crowd and  load  down  its  cars  with  passen- 
gers beyond  any  reasonable  and  proper  lim- 
it, and  consequently  not  to  be  able  to  con- 
trol and  stop  them  readily  as  they  approach 
an  intersecting  street,  in  case  it  may  be  nec- 
essary to  do  so  to  avert  a  collision  or  pre- 
vent an  accident." 

Evers  v.  Philadelphia  Traction  Co,  176 
Pa,  576,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  674,  35  Atl.  140, 
holds:  "The  fact  that  more  caution  should 
be  exercised  in  running  over  crossings  than 
on  the  street  between  them  warrants  no  in- 
ference that  the  car  can  be  run  without 
caution  except  on  approaching  crossings. 
In  the  one  case,  rapid  running  is  of  it- 
self evidence  of  negligence;  in  the  other, 
it  is  not."  This  case  distinctly  holds  that 
it  is  negligence  per  se  to  run  an  electric 
car  rapidly  over  a  crossing.  Buhrens  v. 
Dry  Dock,  E.  B,  d  B,  R.  Co,  53  Hun,  571, 
6  N.  Y.  Supp.  224;  Western  Paving  d  Sup- 
ply Co,  V.  Citizens'  Street  R,  Co.  25  Am.  St. 
Rep.  477,  note:  "But  at  street  crossings  the 
right  of  a  street  railway  company  to  the 
street,  and  its  right  to  the  use  thereof,  in 
respect  to  other  vehicles,  are  precisely  the 
same  as  those  of  such  other  vehicles." 

Anderson  v.  Minneapolis  Street  R,  Co,  42 
Minn.  490,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  525,  44  N.  W. 
518,  also  holds:  The  driver  of  a  street 
car  must  be  in  a  place  and  condition  to  ex- 
ercise a  reasonable  degree  of  care  and  dili- 
gence in  watching  the  street  ahead  of  him, 
so  as  to  prevent  collision  and  avoid  injuries 
to  pedestrians  lawfully  traveling  thereon. 

In  Evansville  Street  R.  Co,  v.  Gentry,  147 
Ind.  408,  37  L.  R.  A.  378,  62  Am.  St.  Rep. 
423,  44  N.  E.  311,  it  is  held:  "The  street 
car,  therefore,  ought  to  be  under  full  con- 
trol as  it  passes  over  the  crossing;  and,  as 
said  in  Cincinnati  Street  R,  Co.  v.  Whit- 
comb,  14  C.  C.  A.  183,  31  U.  S.  App.  374,  66 
Fed.  915,  it  is  not  the  law  that  persons 
crossing  street  railway  tracks  in  the  city 
are  obliged  to  stop  as  well  as  look  and  lis- 
ten before  going  over  such  tracks,  unless 
there  is  some  circumstance  which  would 
make  it  ordinarily  prudent  to  do  so."  See 
also  other  authorities  cited,  showing  that 
the  rules  which  must  be  observed  in  cross- 
ing the  tracks  of  the  steam  railroads  do  not 
strictly  apply  to  the  crossing  of  electric 
or  cable  lines  in  cities. 

In  Joyce  on  Electric  Law,  S  £^89,  we  find 
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the  following:  *'An  electric  car  has  no 
paramount  right  of  way  over  pedestrians 
or  other  vehicles  at  street  crossings,  and 
the  rights  of  each  are  equal."  See  also 
numerous  cases  cited  in  the  note. 

If  it  was  the  duty  of  the  motorman — and 
we  find  that  it  was — to  run  his  car  in  ap- 
proaching a  puhlic  crossing  at  a  rate  of 
speed  that  would  enahle  him  to  have  it  un- 
der the  degree  of  control  prescribed  by  the 
above  rules  of  law,  then  arises  the  first 
question  of  fact  put  in  issue  in  this  case: 
Did  the  motorman,  in  approaching  the 
crossing  at  which  the  plaintiff  was  injured, 
have  his  car  under  proper  control,  or,  e 
converao,  was  he  running  it  at  an  unreason- 
able and  negligent  rate  of  speed?  The  undis- 
puted evidence  shows  that  the  approach  to 
this  crossing  was  down  a  sharp  grade,  upon 
which  the  speed  of  the  car  would,  from 
gravity  alone,  naturally  be  rapid.  As  be- 
fore stated,  the  testimony  of  the  plaintiff's 
witnesses  tends  to  show  that  the  car  was 
moving  at  a  rate  of  15  to  20  miles  an  hour, 
and  this  testimony  seems  to  be  corroborated 
by  other  evidence  relative  to  the  distance 
which  the  horse  and  cart  were  carried  by 
the  impact  of  the  car,  and  the  distance 
which  the  car  traversed  before  it  finally 
stopped.  All  this  evidence  is  controverted 
by  the  defendant's  witnesses,  but  a  careful 
reading  of  the  testimony,  while  it  might 
leave  the  question  of  speed  somewhat  in 
doubt,  nevertheless  warranted  the  jury  in 
concluding  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  defendant's  car,  in  approaching 
the  crossing,  was  propelled  at  an  unreason- 
able and  dangerous  rate  of  speed.  ''In  de-i 
termining  whether  the  cause  should  go  to  the 
jury,  we  must  give  plaintiff  the  benefit  of 
the  most  favorable  view  of  his  facts,  and 
of  every  reasonable  inference  therefrom." 
Buck  V.  People's  Street  R.  d  Electric  Light 
d  P,  Co,  108  Mo.  186,  18  S.  W.  1090. 

Upon  this  point,  then,  assuming  that  the 
finding  of  the  jury  was  correct,  arises  the 
legal  proposition.  Does  an  unreasonable  rate 
of  speed  by  a  street  car  constitute  negli- 
gence? Our  courts  have  repeatedly  held 
that  the  speed  of  a  car  is  a  fact  from  which 
negligence  may  be  inferred,  and  that  wheth- 
er such  speed  in  any  particular  case  consti- 
tuted nep^ligence  was  peculiarly  a  question 
for  the  determination  of  the  jury. 

In  Hall  v.  Ogden  City  Street  R.  Co,  13 
Utah,  243,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  728,  44  Pac. 
1046,  we  find  this  principle:  ''Some  courts 
hold  that,  where  the  speed  is  greater  than 
that  permitted  by  the  ordinance,  it  is  neg- 
ligence per  ae;  but  the  better  rule,  and  the 
one  sustained  by  the  weight  of  authority, 
appears  to  be  that  it  is  a  circumstance  from 
which  negligence  may  be  inferred,  and  is 
always  proper  to  be  considered  by  the  jury 
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in  determining  the  question  whether  or  not 
the  railway  company  was  guilty  of  negli- 
gence." 

In  Birmingham  R.  d  Electric  Co.  v.  City 
Stable  Co,  119  Ala.  615,  72  Am.  St.  Rep. 
957,  24  So.  558,  the  court  says:  "But  if 
he  had  a  right,  to  drive  on  the  track  for  the 
purpose  of  crossing  it  at  this  particular 
place,  then  it  became  their  duty,  not  only 
to  keep  a  lookout  to  observe  him,  but  also 
to  run  the  car  at  such  a  rate  of  speed  on 
approaching  the  place,  and  to  retain  such 
control  over  it,  as  to  be  able  to  bring  it  to 
a  full  stop  before  striking  the  horse."  In 
Netoark  Paaa.  R.  Co.  v.  Block,  55  N.  J.  L. 
614,  22  L.  R.  A.  374,  27  Atl.  1067,  in  the 
court  below  the  defendants  requested  the 
'judge  to  rule,  in  effect,  that  they  had  a 
right  to  run  their  cars  through  the  streets 
at  a  high  rate  of  speed,  to  accomplish  the 
object  of  "rapid  transit,"  and  that  it  wa» 
the  duty  of  other  occupants  of  the  street^ 
at  their  peril,  to  keep  out  of  the  way  of  a 
moving  car;  and  the  court  held:  "It  is  a 
proposition  applicable  to  the  crossing  of  the 
highway  by  the  lines  of  a  steam  railroad. 
It  is  inapplicable  to  the  crossing  of  the 
street  railway,  the  cars  on  which  must  not 
exceed  such  speed  as  will  permit  the  law- 
ful customary  use  of  the  highway  by  othera 
with  reasonable  safety." 

But  it  is  unnecessary  to  cite  further  de- 
cisions upon  this  point.  Not  only  all  the 
authorities,  but  good  oonlmon  sense,  invoke 
such  to  be  the  law.  We  therefore  must  let 
the  verdict  of  the  jury  stand  with  respect 
to  the  rate  of  speed  at  which  the  defend- 
ants were  running  their  car  in  approaching- 
the  crossing  at  the  time  of  the  collision, 
causing  the  accident  to  which  the  plaintiff 
attributes  his  injuries. 

The  only  remaining  question  to  be  de- 
termined is  whether  the  plaintiff,  under  the 
circumstances  in  this  case,  in  attempting  to- 
pass  over  the  crossing  as  he  did,  was 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence.  We 
have  already  seen  that  he  was  not  required, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  to  look  and  listen.  The 
question  therefore  now  arises  whether,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  under  all  the  testimony,  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care  and  prudence  re* 
quired  him  to  do  so,  otherwise  than  the  un- 
disputed testimony  shows  he  did, — at  a  dis- 
tance of  20  feet  from  the  track?  Upon 
this  point  the  defendant's  contention  is 
that,  "if  the  plaintiff  looked  at  all  when 
20  feet  away  from  the  crossing,  he  looked 
carelessly,  and  failed  to  see  what  was  in 
plain  sight.  There  can  be  no  legal  differ- 
ence between  negligence  in  the  manner  of 
looking  and  negligence  in  not  looking  at 
all."  This  may  be  a  correct  proposition  of 
abstract  law,  but  it  does  not  fully  apply  to- 
the  facts  in  this  case.    Whether  the  plain- 
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tiff  wms  negligent,  if  he  looked  and  did  not 
■ee,  was  a  question  of  fact,  depending  upon 
the  measure  of  duty  devolving  upon  him  to 
■ee.  If  this  had  been  a  steam  road,  it 
would  undoubtedly  have  been  the  duty  of 
the  plaintiff  to  have  observed  the  tracJc  to 
the  fullest  extent  of  the  view  to  see  if  a  train 
was  coming,  because  ordinary  care  in  such  a 
case  requires  it;  the  degree  of  care  on  his 
part  being  commensurate  with  the  degree  of 
danger  incident  to  the  irresistible  degree  of 
speed  and  momentum  acquired  by  steam 
cars  when  in  motion.  In  like  manner  the 
degree  of  care  to  be  observed  by  the 
plaintiff  in  crossing  the  defendant's  track 
at  the  street  junction  is  to  be  measured  by 
the  correlative  duty  of  the  electric  car  in 
approaching  the  same  junction.  But  we 
have  already  determined  that  a  car  in  ap- 
proaching a  crossing  has  only  the  same 
rights  as  other  vehicles,  and  must  be  under 
eontrol.  Hence,  as  a  corollary  of  this  prop- 
osition, the  plaintiff  had  a  right  to  rely  up- 
on the  assumption  that  the  defendant 
would  discharge  its  legal  duty  in  approach- 
ing the  crossing  by  having  its  car  under 
control,  and  such  assumption  is  embraced 
within  the  rule  of  ordinary  care  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  plaintiff's  duty.  Under 
this  rule,  the  plaintiff  was  not  necessarily 
required  to  look  the  whole  length  of  the  vis- 
ible track  to  see  if  the  car  was  coming,  but 
along  the  track  far  enough  to  warrant  an 
ordinarily  careful  and  prudent  man,  hav- 
ing in  mind  his  own  safety,  under  like  cir- 
cumstances, to  conclude  that  no  car  was 
in  such  proximity,  if  properly  managed, 
as  to  endanger  his  safety  in  crossing.  Hill 
V.  West  End  Street  R,  Co.  158  Mass.  458, 
33  N.  E.  682. 

The  decisions  amply  sustain  this  posi- 
tion. Newark  Pass,  R.  Co.  v.  Block,  55  N.  J. 
L.  605,  22  L.  R.  A.  374,  27  Atl.  1067, 
is  a  ease  in  which  the  relative  rights  and 
duties  of  a  street  railroad  in  operating  its 
cars  in  the  streets,  and  of  other  occupants 
of  the  street,  are  fully  discussed  and  care- 
fully considered.  The  decision  arose  upon 
the  following  request:  "If  the  jury  be- 
lieve the  account  of  the  plaintiff  and  her 
witnesses  as  to  the  fact  that  one  car  stopped 
at  Prince  street  and  passed  the  other  be- 
low that  street,  it  was  the  duty  of  plaintiff 
to  wait  long  enough  before  crossing  to 
allow  the  down-car  to  pass  far  enough  for 
her  to  see  whether  another  was  coming, 
and,  if  she  neglected  that  duty,  she  was 
guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  and  can- 
not recover,  although  the  jury  may  believe 
that  the  up-car  was  going  at  an  unusual 
rate  of  speed;  the  track  being  straight, 
nnd  the  car  visible  far  enough  to  avoid 
it  at  any  possible  speed."  The  judge  de- 
clined to  give  this  request,  otherwise  than 
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he  had  already  done,  and  exceptions  were 
taken.  The  court  then  proceeds  to  say: 
"The  contention  of  plaintiff  in  error  rather 
takes  this  shape:  It  asserts  that  its  cars, 
propelled  by  electricity,  are  capable  of  being 
run  at  greater  speed  than  other  vehicles 
in  the  highway,  and  that  the  public  con- 
venience demands  for  passengers  carried 
in  such  cars  what  is  called  'rapid  transit;' 
and  it  draws  the  inference  that  its  cars  may 
therefore  be  run  at  such  speed  as  will  satis- 
fy this  public  demand,  and  that  other  per- 
sons lawfully  using  the  highway  in  the 
customary  modes  must  govern  themselves 
and  use  the  highway  accordingly.  Judi- 
cial opinions  have  been  cited  to  us  which 
appear  to  support  these  extraordinary  prop- 
ositions. I  am  unable  to  subscribe  to  the 
motion  which,  carried  to  its  logical  con- 
clusion, would  permit  this  company  and 
other  companies  running  cars  in  public 
highways,  propelled  by  electricity,  cables, 
etc.,  to  run  at  any  rate  of  speed  which  they 
may  deem  a  demand  undefined  and  unrec- 
ognized by  law  to  require.     .     .     . 

"But  the  request  before  us  brings  into 
question  the  extent  to  which  one  crossing 
the  roadway  on  foot  must  extend  his  ob- 
servation. Its  claim  is  that  such  obser- 
vation must  be  extended  to  any  approach- 
ing car,  no  matter  how  distant.  But  this 
is  obviously  an  exaggerated  notion  of  the 
duty  required.  The  most  prudent  man 
would  never  suppose  himself  required  to 
thus  observe.  If  such  rule  of  duty  were 
adopted  and  practised  in  a  crowded  city, 
the  crossing  of  many  street^  would  be  barred 
to  pedestrians  for  a  great  part  of  the  time. 
The  general  rule  to  which  we  have  recurred 
does  not  justify  this  excessive  view  of  the 
duty  required.  It  will  require  one  cross- 
ing the  roadway  on  foot  to  extend  his  ob- 
servation only  to  the  distance  within  which 
vehicles  proceeding  at  customary  and  rea- 
sonably safe  speed  would  threaten  his  safe- 
ty.    .    .    . 

"Prudence  doubtless  requires  one  about 
to  cross  a  railroad  track  to  use  his  eyes 
to  observe  any  approaching  car  within  his 
vision.  But,  as  has  been  shown,  prudence 
does  not  require  one  crossing  the  track  of 
a  street  railway  to  extend  his  observation 
to  the  whole  line  of  track  within  his  vi- 
sion, but  only  to  such  distance  as,  assuming 
the  required  care  in  their  management,  ap- 
proaching cars  would  imperil  his  crossing." 

While  the  last  two  paragraphs  apply 
particularly  to  peldestrians,  we  think  that 
they  are  equally  applicable  to  the  duty  de- 
volving upon  teams  in  their  use  of  the 
streets  in  connection  with  electric  or  other 
motor  cars,  or,  as  expressed  in  the  opinion, 
upon  "persons  lawfully  using  the  highway 
in    the    customaiy    modes."    In    fact,    the 
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opinion  quoted  bases  its  discussion  of  the 
principle  therein  enunciated  upon  the  rel- 
ative rights  of  cars  using  the  streets,  and 
of  "persons  lawfully  using  the  highway  in 
the  customary  modes,"  which,  of  course,  em- 
braces both  teams  and  pedestrians.  Under 
these  rules  of  law  governing  the  duty 
of  the  plaintiff,  was  he,  in  crossing  the  de- 
fendant's tracks,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances involved,  as  a  matter  of  law,  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  or  was  the  ques- 
tion whether  his  conduct  on  that  occasion 
constituted  contributory  negligence  one  of 
fact  for  the  jury! 

The  plaintiff  testifies  as  to  what  he  did 
with  respect  to  the  exercise  of  care  in  look- 
ing for  the  car  as  follows: 

Q.  Did  you  allow  your  eye  that  day,  as 
you  looked  back,  to  travel  back  as  far  as 
you  could  see  at  your  point  of  viewT 

A.  That  I  could  not  say.  I  know  I 
looked  back  to  see  if  there  was  a  car  com- 
ing. I  know  I  looked  back  beyond  Mrs. 
Morse's. 

The  undisputed  evidence  shows  that  the 
Morse  house,  referred  to,  was  244  feet  from 
the  crossing.  Another  witness  testifies 
positively  that  at  the  time  the  plaintiff 
was  making  a  turn  to  cross  the  track  into 
Williams  avenue  the  electric  car  was  just 
coming  by  the  end  of  the  Morse  house, — 
as  the  evidence  shows,  244  feet  away. 

The  motorman  testified  as 'follows: 

Q.  When  did  you  observe  Mr.  Marden 
turning  to  cross'T 

A.  When  I  was  most  to  the  avenue. 

Q.  How  fart 

A.  Between  40  and  50  feet, — somewhere 
along  there. 

Q,  How  near  was  Mr.  Marden's  team  to 
the  rails  when  he  made  the  turn,  or  at- 
tempted to  make  the  turn? 

A.  Five  feet. 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Marden  at  any  time,  from  the 
top  of  the  hill  until  he  made  the  turn  to 
Williams  avenue,  drive  his  horse  to  the 
other  side  of  the  road? 

A.  I  did  not  see  him  do  thai 

Q.  Did  Mr.  Marden  or  anybody  else  look 
out  from  the  front  end  of  the  cart  back 
towards  the  cart 

A.  No,  sir. 

Q.  Was  the  rear  end  of  the  cart  closed  or 
open? 

A.  Closed. 

Q.  Was  the  cart  entirely  covered,  or  an 
open  cartT 

A.  Entirely  covered, 

Q.  When  Mr.  Marden  turned  his  horse 
to  cross  the  track,  what  did  you  do? 

A.  I  set  up  my  brakes  as  hard  as  I  could. 
69  L.R.A. 


And  this,  as  far  as  the  evidence  shows, 
was  the  first  act  on  the  part  of  the  motor- 
man  towards  any  effort  to  check  the  car 
so  as  to  have  it  under  control  at  the 
crossing. 

Can  the  court  say,  under  the  law  appli> 
cable  to  the  duty  respectively  resting  upon 
cars  and  teams  in  approaching  a  street 
junction,  that  it  was  negligence  per  ae  for 
the  plaintiff  to  undertake  to  cross  the  ear 
track  into  another  street  when  the  track 
was  clear  for  a  distance  of  244  feet?  We 
think  it  cannot.  We  think  it  was  a  question 
for  the  jury  to  determine.  If  the  jury  be- 
lieved, as  they  might,  that  the  plaintiff, 
20  feet  therefrom,  looked  up  the  track  a 
sufTicient  distance  to  discover  whether'  a 
car  was  in  such  close  proximity  as  to  im- 
peril his  crossing  the  track,  and,  discover- 
ing none,  undertook  to  cross,  they  well  might 
find  that  the  plaintiff  was  not  guilty  of 
contributory  negligence,  and  that  the  fail- 
ure of  the  motorman  to  apply  the  brakes 
until  within  40  feet  of  the  aceident  was  a 
clear  case  of  negligence. 

Drisooll  V.  West  End  Street  R.  Co.  159 
Mass.  146,  34  N.  £.  171,  already  cited,  is 
a  case  which,  in  many  of  its  elements,  is 
not  unlike  the  case  at  bar.  The  court  saya: 
"In  the  present  case  we  think  the  questions 
of  due  care  on  the  part  both  of  the  plaintiff 
and  of  the  defendant's  servants  were  for 
the  jury.  One  circumstance  to  be  consid- 
ered is  that  the  plaintiff's  horses  were  across 
the  defendant's  track  at  the  time  his  wagon 
was  hit.  When  two  vehicles  are  approach- 
ing at  reasonable  rates  of  speed  on  con- 
verging lines,  the  question  arises  as  to 
which  should  give  way;  and  one  circum- 
stance to  be  considered  is,  which,  according 
to  the  rates  of  speed  they  are  going,  will 
first  reach  the  point  where  the  lines  of 
travel  cross  eadi  other.  The  plaintiff^s 
testimony  is  that  the  car  was  nearly  400 
feet  from  him  when  he  proceeded  to  cross 
Hanover  street  diagonally  to  Elm  street. 
It  seems  to  have  been  daylight,  and,  al- 
though it  does  not  appear  when  the  driver 
of  the  car  first  saw  the  plaintiff,  no  rea- 
son appears  why  he  should  not  have  seen 
him  long  before  he  applied  the  brakes.  The 
evidence  was  that  he  put  on  the  brakes  five 
or  ten  seconds  before  the  collision  and  when 
the  front  of  the  car  was  about  20  feet  from 
the  plaintiff.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  driver 
of  the  car  to  keep  a  reasonable  lookout  for 
teams  coming  from  cross  streets  and  rea- 
sonable control  of  his  car,  so  as  to  avoid 
collisions,  and  we  think  that  there  was  evi- 
dence for  the  jury  that  this  was  not  done. 
Neither  can  we  say  that  there  was  not  evi- 
dence for  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff  waa 
in  the  exercise  of  due  care.  Apparently » 
if  the  speed  of  the  car  had  been  seasonably 
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cheeked,  the  collision  would  have  been 
avoided,  and  the  danger  was  not  immedi- 
ate when  the  plaintiff  undertook  to  cross 
the  track." 

This  case,  we  think,  is  fully  applicable 
to  the  one  at  bar.  In  this  case  the  motor- 
man  was  running  his  car  down  a  sharp 
grade  in  plain  daylight,  having  the  plain- 
tiff in  view  all  the  time,  approaching  the 
crossing  of  a  street  at  this  time  "consider- 
ably used  for  vehicles,"  as  evidence  shows, 
charged  with  the  duty  of  anticipating  that 
the  plaintiff  might  turn  into  the  avenue, 
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as  he  did,  and  of  having  his  car  under  con- 
trol ;  and  yet  he  did  not  set  the  brakes  for 
the  purpose  of  controlling  his  car  until 
within  40  feet  of  the  crossing.  We  feel  in- 
clined to  affirm  of  this  conduct  what  was 
said  in  the  last  case  cited:  "Apparently, 
if  the  speed  of  the  car  had  been  seasonably 
checked,  the  collision  would  have  been 
avoided,  and  the  danger  was  not  immediate 
when  the  plaintiff  undertook  to  cross  the 
track." 

Motion  overruled. 

Judgment  on  the  verdict. 


MASSACHUSETTS  SUPREME  JUDICIAI.    COURT. 


Henry  SOUTHER  et  aL 

V. 

City  of  GLOUCESTER. 


(187 


662.) 


1.  The  fA«t  tbat  the  con  •traction  of 
•water'workii  !■  a  pvblie  nse  to  be  paid 
for  by  taxation  does  not  require  the  basing 
of  all  rates  upon  the  amount  of  water  used 
In  each  instance,  and  on  nothing  else. 

S.  (Kvaem  of  eotta^es  In  ontlylnff 
district*  of  a  eity  cannot  complain  tbat 
some  discrimination  is  made  In  rates  be- 
tween them  and  consumers  in  the  heart  of 
the  city,  where  special  circumstances  exist 
which  justify  it. 

S.  One  charKlnff  that  water  rates  Im- 
posed upon  his  property  are  unrea- 
sonable has  the  burden  of  establishing  that 
f&ct. 

4.  Owners  of  snmmer  eotta^es  In  ont- 
lylnff  districts,  who  desire  to  nse 
water  from  a  elty  system  during  part  of 
the  year  only,  may  be  required  to  pay  the 
same  amount  for  such  water  as  owners  of 
property  in  the  city  are  required  to  pay  for 
service  during  the  whole  year,  where  the  lay- 
ing of  special  pipes  and  the  construction  of 
an  additional  reservoir  are  necessary  to  en- 


NOTB. — ^As  to  regulation  of  municipal  water 
•apply  generally,  see  note  to  State  ew  ret, 
Hallaner  v.  Gosnell,  61  L.  R.  A.  33. 

As  to  validity  of  regulation  of  company  re- 
quiring patron  in  default  for  rents  to  pay  $1 
as  condition  precedent  to  his  right  to  be  again 
famished  with  water,  sec  American  Water- 
works Co.  ▼.  State,  80  L.  R,  A.  447. 

As  to  regulation  that  water  will  not  be 
turned  on  in  building  until  unpaid  rents  of  pre- 
vious owners  or  tenants  are  paid,  see  Turner 
▼.  Revere  Water  Co.  40  L.  R.  A.  657. 

As  to  right  to  remove  meter  and  require  con- 
sumer to  pay  according  to  number  of  fixtures, 
■ee  Ladd  v.  Boston,  40  L.  R.  A.  171. 

As  to  power  to  compel  corporation  to  furnish 
water  to  Individual,  see  note  to  Rushvllle  v. 
Bushvllle  Natural  Oas  Co.  16  L.  R.  A.  821; 
also  Portland  Natural  Oas  ft  Oil  Co.  v.  State, 
21  L.  R.  A.  639 ;  Wood  v.  Auburn,  29  L.  R.  A. 
376;  and  State  em  rel.  Mllsted  v.  Butte  City 
Water  Co.  32  L.  B.  A.'  697. 
eOL.B.A. 


able  the  city  to  furnish  the  water,  which 
facts  create  special  circumstances  Justifying 
a  discrimination  In  rates  between  the  two 
classed  of  consumers;  and  they  cannot  com- 
plain that  the  rule  requiring  payment  In  ad- 
vance is  applied  to  them. 

(March  4,  1905.) 

REPORT  by  the  Superior  Court  for  Essex 
County  for  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  of  a  bill  filed  to  enjoin  the 
cutting  off  of  plaintiff's  water  supply.  Die- 
misaed. 

The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opin- 
ion. 

Mr,  D.  Ohauneey  Brewer,  for  plain- 
tiffs: 

The  plaintiffs  cannot  be  discriminated 
against  on  the  ground  that  special  expense 
has  been  incurred  in  order  to  serve  them. 

The  general  expenses  of  providing  a  sup- 
ply of  water,  and  the  general  benefits  to  the 
municipality  from  the  uses  of  water,  which 
are  not  strictly  public,  are  paid  for  by  gen- 
eral taxation  of  the  inhabitants. 

Merrimack  River  Bav,  Bank  v.  Lotoell,  152 
Mass.  556,  10  L.  R.  A.  122,  26  N.  E.  97; 
Opinion  of  Juaiicee,  150  Mass.  597,  8  L.  R. 
A.  487,  24  N.  E.  1084;  Ban  Diego  Land  d 
Town  Co,  V.  tJational  City,  174  U.  S.  739,  43 
L.  ed.  1154,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  804. 

Nothing  differentiated  the  plaintiffs  from 
the  regular  customers  of  the  city  of  Glouces- 
ter (who  used  the  water  under  the  faucet 
system  for  household  purposes)  in  such  a 
way  as  to  render  them  liable  to  a  larger  tax. 

Ladd  V.  Boston,  170  Mass.  332,  40  L.  R. 
A.  171,  49  N.  B.  627. 

Individuals  have  a  constitutional  right  to 
insist  that  rates  charged  them  by  public- 
service  corporations,  and  by  municipalities 
performing  similar  offices,  shall  be  reason- 
able. 

Muwn  V.  Illinois,  94  U.  S.  113,  24  L.  ed. 
77 ;  Bmyth  v.  Ames,  169  U.  S.  526,  42  L.  ed. 
i  842,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  418;  Low^ly,  Boston, 
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111  Mass.  464,  15  Am.  Rep.  39;  State  ew  rel. 
Atty,  Gen.  ▼.  Tum  Village  Water  Co.  98  Me. 
214,  56  Atl.  763;  Lumbard  v.  Steams,  4 
Gush.  60;  Rogers  Park  Water  Co,  v.  Fergus, 
180  U.  S.  628,  45  L.  ed.  705,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
490. 

When  unreasonable  rates  are  charged,  or 
if  the  public  is  not  served  impartially,  a 
company  or  city  may  be  reached  by  the  re- 
straining hand  of  the  court. 

Kennebec  Water  District  v.  Waterville, 
97  Me.  201,  60  L.  R.  A.  856,  54  Atl.  6. 

A  water  company,  or  a  mimicipality, 
abuses  its  franchises  if  it  fails  to  furnish 
water;  and  it  is  its  duty  to  supply  all  who 
apply  for  water  on  reasonable  terms. 

Turner  v.  Revere  Water  Co.  171  Mass. 
329,  40  L.  R.  A.  657,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  432, 
50  N.  E.  634;  Lumbard  v.  Steams,  4  Gush. 
60;  Toung  v.  Boston,  104  Mass.  95;  Ken- 
nebec Water  District  ▼.  Waterville,  97  Me. 
201,  60  L.  R.  A.  856,  54  Atl.  6;  Opinion  of 
Justices,  150  Mass.  597,  8  L.  R.  A.  487,  24 
N.  E.  1084;  Wood  t.  Auburn,  87  Me.  292,  29 
L.  R.  A.  376,  32  Atl.  906. 

Rates  and  regulations  must  be  uniform 
for  parties  charged  by  toll. 

Toung  r,  Boston,  104  Mass.  95;  Mobile  v. 
Bienville  Water  Supply  Co.  130  Ala.  379,  30 
So.  445;  29  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  19; 
(h-if/in  V.  Ooldsboro  Water  Co.  122  N.  C, 
206.  41  L.  R.  A.  240,  30  S.  E.  319;  Wood  v. 
Auburn,  87  Me.  291,  29  L.  R.  A.  376,  32  Atl. 
906;  Twells  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  (Pa.) 
3  Am.  L.  Reg.  N.  S.  728. 

The  basis  of  all  calculations  as  to  the  rea- 
sonableness of  rates  is  reached  by  consider- 
ing the  right  of  the  company  to  derive  a 
fair  income  based  upon  the  fair  value  of  the 
property  at  the  time  of  its  being  used  by 
the  public, — taking  into  account  the  cost  of 
maintenance  or  depreciation  and  current 
operating  expenses, — and,  on  the  other  hand, 
the  right  of  the  public,  considered  indi- 
vidually and  not  in  the  aggregate,  to  exact 
no  more  than  the  service  is  worth. 

Smyth  v.  Ames,  169  U.  S.  466,  42  L.  ed. 
819,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  418  :  San  Diego  Land  d 
Tovm  Co.  V.  National  City,  174  U.  S.  739, 
43  L.  ed.  1154,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  804;  Cov- 
ington d  L.  Turnp.  Road  Co.  v.  Sandford, 
164  U.  S.  578,  41  L.  ed.  560.  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  198;  Cotting  v.  Kansas  City  Stock 
Yards  Co.  (Cotting  v.  Godard)  183  U.  S. 
79,  46  L.  ed.  92,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  30;  Ken- 
nebec Water  District  v.  Waterville,  97  Me. 
185,  60  L.  R.  A.  856,  54  Atl.  6. 

Payments  are  to  be  exacted  from  water 
takers  only  for  water  "supplied  at  their 
request,  and  then  only  for  what  is  furnished 
and  for  the  time  it  is  furnished." 

Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank  v.  Lotoell, 
152  Mass.  656,  10  L.  R.  A.  122,  26  N.  E. 
97;  Turner  v.  Revere  Water  Co.  171  Mass. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


329,  40  L.  R.  A.  657,  68  Am.  St  Rep.  432, 
50  N.  E.  634. 

A  regulation  providing  that  every  taker 
of  water  shall  be  liable  to  pay  rent  for  the 
whole  year,  whether  he  actually  uses  it  for 
that  length  of  time  or  not,  and  to  make  the 
payment  in  advance,  is  unreasonable. 

Rockland  Water  Co.  v.  Adams,  84  Me. 
472,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  368,  24  Atl.  840. 

A  prospective  water  taker  for  two  months, 
after  tendering  six  months'  advance  pay- 
ment (especially  when  it  appears  that  this 
is  all  that  is  exacted  of  residents  in  the 
town),  will  not  be  required  to  pay  for  an 
additional  six  months'  term,  during  which 
his  tenement  is  unfitted  for  occupancy,  even 
on  the  ground  that  he  may  have  the 
privilege  of  bringing  suit  to  recover  back 
such  excess. 

Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank  v.  Lowell,  152 
Mass.  556,  10  L.  R.  A.  122,  26  N.  E.  97 : 
Turner  v.  Revere  Water  Co.  171  Mass.  329, 
40  L.  R.  A.  657,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  432,  50 
N.  E.  634;  Wood  v.  Auburn,  87  Me.  291,  29 
L.  R.  A.  376,  32  Atl.  906;  Rockland  Water 
Co.  V.  Adams,  84  Me.  472,  30  Am.  St  Rep. 
368,  24  Atl.  840. 

Messrs.  Boyd  B.  Jones  and  IdneoliL  S. 
Sin&ondA,  for  defendant: 

The  determination  of  rates  by  the  water 
commissioners  involves  the  exercise  of  their 
discretion,  in  which  they  may  take  into  ac- 
count, not  only  the  quantity  of  water  used 
by  each  taker,  but  also  the  use  and  bene- 
fit thereby  accruing  to  the  consumers,  the 
number  of  persons  served,  the  cost  of  sup- 
ply, and  the  effect  of  a  certain  method  of  de- 
termining prices  upon  the  revenues  to  be 
obtained  by  the  city;  and  there  is  a  pre- 
sumption that  in  fixing  rates  they  have 
acted  fairly. 

Ladd  V.  Boston,  170  Mass.  332,  40  L.  R. 
A.  171,  49  N.  E.  627;  Parker  v.  Boston,  1 
Allen,  361;  St.  Louis  Brewing  Asso.  v.  St. 
Louis,  140  Mo.  419,  37  S.  W.  525,  41  S.  W. 
911. 

There  is  a  right  to  require  payment  in 
adi'ance. 

Turner  v.  Revere  Water  Co.  171  Mass.  329, 
40  L.  R.  A.  657,  68  Am.  St  Rep.  432,  50  N. 
E.  634. 

IiorlnSf  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

We  do  not  stop  to  consider  whether,  on 
the  evidence  before  the  superior  court,  the 
plaintiffs  were  shown  to  have  had  any  in- 
terest in  the  water  rate  for  cottage  B  for 
the  year  in  question,  for  we  are  of  opinion 
that  the  finding  of  fact  on  the  merits  waa 
not  wrong  as  matter  of  law.  As  the  bill 
must  be  dismissed,  even  if  the  preliminary 
difficulty  which  we  have  had  is  overcome,  we 
prefer  to  dispose  of  the  oa^e  on  the  ground. 
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on  whicb  it  was  tried  and  disposed  of  in  the 
«ourt  below.  The  plaintiffs  have  undertaken 
to  sweep  aside  any  difference  in  rates 
charged  them  by  reason  of  facts  peculiar  to 
the  section  of  the  city  where  the  cottage  in 
question  is  situated,  on  the  ground  that  the 
oonstniction  of  waterworks  is  a  public  use, 
to  be  paid  for  by  taxation.  From  this  they 
draw  the  inference  that  all  rates  are  to  be 
based  on  the  amount  of  water  used  in  each 
instance,  and  on  nothing  else.  But  that  is 
not  so.  It  was  well  said  in  Ladd  v.  Bo8tonf 
170  Mass.  332,  335,  40  L.  R.  A.  171,  49  N. 
E.  627:  "Considerable  discretion  in  deter- 
mining the  methods  of  fixing  rates  is  neces- 
sarily given  by  the  statute  to  the  water  com- 
missioner. Money  must  be  obtained  from 
water  takers  to  reimburse  the  city  wholly 
or  in  part  for  the  expense  of  furnishing 
water.  An  equitable  determination  of  the 
price  to  be  paid  for  supplying  water  does 
not  look  alone  to  the  quantity  used  by.  each 
water  taker.  The  nature  of  the  use  and  the 
benefit  obtained  from  it,  the  number  of  per- 
sons who  want  it  for  such  a  use,  and  the 
effect  of  a  certain  method  of  determining 
prices  upon  the  revenues  to  be  obtained  by 
the  city,  and  upon  the  interests  of  property 
holders,  are  all  to  be  considered."  See,  in 
this  connection,  Smyth  v.  Ames,  169  U.  S. 
466,  546,  547,  42  L.  ed.  819,  849,  18  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  418;  San  Diego  Land  d  Town  Co.  v. 
Xational  City,  174  U.  S.  739,  767,  43  L.  ed. 
1154,  1161,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  804;  Catting  v. 
Kansas  City  Stock  Yards  Co.  {Cot ting  v. 
Oodard)  183  U.  S.  79,  95,  96,  46  L.  ed.  92, 
103,  104,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  30.  The  special 
cost  of  extending  the  system  to  the  "outly- 
ing section"  in  question;  the  fact  that,  even 
if  water  is  wanted  there  for  less  than  a  year 
as  a  rule,  the  interest  on  the  cost  of  the 
necessary  special  construction  and  on  the 
construction  of  the  works  as  a  whole  runs 
throughout  the  year;  and  the  fact,  if  it  is 
a  fact,  that  there  are  but  few  persons  who 
take  water  in  this  section,  compared  with 
the  cost  of  extending  the  water  system  to  it, 
— are  all  of  them  matters  which  can  be 
taken  into  account  in  fixing  a  reasonable 
rate.  It  is  proper,  also,  to  take  into  account 
the  additional  fact  that,  "to  enable  the  de- 
fendant to  supply  water  to  an  increasing 
number  of  applicants  therefor  between  the 
years  1900  and  1903,  principally  for  summer 
houses,  it  was  deemed  necessary  by  the  com- 
missioners to  construct  during  the  year  1902 
an  additional  reservoir  or  water  basin  at  an 
expense  of  about  $250,000."  There  may  be 
other  matters  which  have  not  occurred  to  us. 
It  is  true  that  the  charge  in  question  is  not 
a  charge  for  this  district,  but  for  summer 
houses  generally,  and  there  are  600  summer 
houses,  of  which  the  plaintiffs  own  but  92; 
that  is  to  say,  not  quite  one  fifth.  If  the 
60L.  R.  A. 


other  four  fifths  are  so  situated  that  similar 
peculiar  circumstances  apply  to  them,  no 
one  could  complain  of  this  rate.  The  plain- 
tiffs, in  any  event,  cannot  complain  that 
some  discrimination  is  made  between  them 
and  water  takers  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
and  they  have  gone  no  further  than  that  in 
their  proof  in  the  case  at  bar.  There  is  not 
enough  here  to  enable  us  to  say  that,  pro- 
vided some  discrimination  can  be  made,  the 
discrimination  made  is  too  great.  The  bur- 
den is  on  the  plaintiffs  to  show  that  the  rate 
in  question  is  an  unreasonable  one,  and  they 
have  not  gone  far  enough  to  sustain  the  bur- 
den which  rests  on  them. 

The  plaintiffs'  objection  that  they  are 
made  to  pay  for  a  year  in  advance  falls  with 
their  objection  to  paying  for  water  in  this 
"outlying  section,"  for  the  part  of  the  year 
as  is  paid  for  water  for  the  whole  year  in 
the  heart  of  the  city.  All  rates  are  payable 
in  advance. 

The  plaintiffs  have  relied  on  Rockland 
Water  Co.  v.  Adams,  84  Me.  472,  30  Am.  St. 
Rep.  368,  24  Atl.  840,  Referred  to  in  Turner 
V.  Revere  Water  Co,  171  Mass.  329,  333,  40 
L.  R.  A.  657,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  432,  50  N.  E. 
634.  It  is  enough  to  say  of  that  decision,  so 
far  as  the  case  now  before  us  is  concerned, 
that  it  did  not  appear  that  there  were  any 
special  circumstances  in  it.  The  only  ques- 
tion before  the  court  there  seems  to  have 
been  whether,  other  things  being  the  same, 
as  much  could  be  charged  for  water  for  four 
months  as  for  the  whole  year. 

The  plaintiffs'  citation  of  Norton  v.  Brook- 
line,  181  Mass.  360,  63  N.  E.  930,  makes  it 
necessary  to  point  out  that  this  is  not  a 
case  submitted  on  agreed  facts;  that  is  to 
say,  is  not  a  case  stated,  but  a  case  which 
was  tried  on  a  "statement  of  agreed  facts 
submitted  as  evidence." 

No  error  in  law  appearing  in  the  finding 
of  fact  made  by  the  Superior  Court,  the 
entry  must  be : 

Bill  dismissed. 


Hiram  E.  CAMPBELL 

V. 

JUSTICES   OF   SUPERIOR  COURT  FOR 
SUFFOLK  COUNTY. 

(187  Mass.  609.) 

A  plaintflf  fn  an  equity  case  has  no 
absolute  riffitt  to  proceed  ^rith  the 
trial  while  he  is  in  contempt  of  court  for 

Note. — For  another  case  In  this  series  as  to 
dismissal  of  suit  because  of  plaintiff's  refusal 
to  comply  with  directions  of  court,  see  Craft 
Refrigerator  Mach.  Co.  ▼.  Quinnipiac  Brewing 
Co.  26  L.  R.  A.  856. 

As  to  right  to  strike  out  defeatent's  answer 
Digitized  by  VjOOQLC 


312 


Massachusetts  Supreme  Judicial  Court. 


Mab  , 


refasal  to  obey  an  order  which  can  be  en- 
forced by  mandamus. 

(March  8,  1906.) 

RESERVATION  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
Court  for  Suffolk  County  for  the  opin- 
ion of  the  full  bench  of  a  petition  for  a  writ 
of  mandamus  to  compel  the  justices  of  the 
Superior  Court  to  proceed  with  the  trial  of 
an  action.    LHamissed. 

Petitioner  filed  his  original  bill  seeking 
to  enjoin  the  sale  by  the  Carpenter-Morton 
Company  of  certain  varnish  stains,  and  to 
secure  an  accounting.  Defendants  filed  a 
cross  bill.  Complainant's  bill  was  dismissed, 
and  under  the-  cross  bill  he  was  enjoined 
from  selling  varnish  stains.  He  disobeyed 
this  injunction,  and  was  adjudged  in  con- 
tempt, and  a  penalty  laid  upon  him  for  the 
benefit  of  the  defendants.  Upon  the  account- 
ing before  the  master,  a  finding  was  made 
in  plaintiff's  favor,  to  which  both  parties 
filed  exceptions.  Plaintiff  requested  the 
court  to  proceed  with  the  hearing  of  the 
exceptions  and  upon  its  refusal  sued  out 
this  writ. 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Edgar  O.  Aehorii  and  Walter 
B.  Graaty  for  petitioner: 

The  refusal  to  proceed  is  contrary  to  the 
petitioner's  vested  constitutional  rights  to 
a  certain,  free,  prompt,  and  complete  remedy 
for  all  injuries  to  his  property,  and  that  he 
shall  not  be  deprived  of  it  except  by  due 
process  of  law. 

Bill  of  Rights,  arts.  1,  10,  11,  12;  U.  S. 
Const.  5th  Amend. 

Due  process  of  law  is  its  regular  ad- 
ministration, through  courts  of  justice,  by  a 
timely  and  regular  course  of  proceeding  to 
judgment  and  execution. 

Den  ex  dem.  Murray  v.  Hohoken  Land  d 
[mprov,  Oo.  18  How.  272,  15  L.  ed.  372; 
Rees  V.  Watertoitny  19  Wall.  107,  22  L.  ed. 
72;  Baker  v.  Kelley,  11  Minn.  480,  Gil.  368; 
Dwight  V.  Williams,  4  McLean,  686,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  4,218;  Westervelt  v.  Oregg,  12  N. 
Y.  202,  62  Am.  Dec.  160:  Rotoan  v.  State,  30 
Wis.  129,  11  Am.  Rep.  559;  Huher  v.  Reily, 
53  Pa.  112;  State  em  rel,  Warfield  v.  Beoht, 
23  Minn.  413. 

Mandamus  is  the  proper  remedy. 

Chase  v.  Blacks  tone  Canal  Co.  10  Pick. 
246;  Re  Strong,  20  Pick.  484;  High, 
Mandamus,  8  250,  p.  189;  People  ex  rel. 
Oreen  v.  De  La  Ouerra,  43  Cal.  225 ;  Carpen- 
ter V.  Bristol  County,  21  Pick.  258;  Ex  parte 
Morgan,  114  U.  S.  174,  29  L.  ed.  135,  5  Sup. 
Ct  Rep.  825;  Ex  parte  Brads  treet,  7  Pet. 


647,  8  L.  ed.  815 :  Re  Washington  d  O.  B. 
Co.  140  U.  S.  01,  35  L.  ed.  339,  11  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  673;  Ex  parte  Sohollenberger,  96  U.  S. 
369,  24  L.  ed.  853;  Ex  parte  Russell,  13 
Wall.  664,  20  L.  ed.  632;  People  v.  Common 
Pleas  Judges,  1  Cow.  576. 

The  superior  court  having  refused  to  let 
the  case  proceed  according  to  the  fixed  rules 
of  procedure  of  that  court,  the  petitioner 
had  no  remedy  by  appeal,  and  none  except 
hy  writ  of  mandamus. 

Chicago  d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Wiswall,  23  Wall. 
507,  23  L.  ed.  103. 

A  court  cannot  deprive  a  party  of  his 
right  of  "due  process  of  law"  in  the  ad- 
judication of  his  property  righU,  regardless 
of  whether  he  is  in  contempt  or  not. 

1  Dan.  Ch.  PI.  ft  Pr.  5th  ed.  p.  605; 
Ricketts  V.  Momington,  7  Sim.  200:  Futvoye 
V.  Kennard,  2  Giff.  110;  Fry  v.  Ernest,  9  Jur. 
N.  S.  1151;  Wilson  ▼.  Bates,  3  Myl.  k  C. 
197;  People  ex  rel.  Crymhle  v.  Horion,  46 
111.  App.  434;  Ward  v.  Ward,  70  Vt.  430,  41 
Atl.  435;  Ferguson  v.  Elgin  County,  15  Ont, 
Pr.  Rep.  399;  Hovey  v.  Elliott,  167  U.  S. 
409,  42  L.  ed.  215,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  841. 

A  court  cannot  order  plaintiff  to  perform 
the  impossible,  and  then  hold  him  in  con- 
tempt, and  deprive  him  of  his  legal  rights 
for  failure  to  obey. 

Walton  V.  Walton,  54  N.  J.  Eq.  607,  35 
Atl.  289;  Hague  v.  Hayes,  63  Iowa,  377,  5 
N.  W.  641;  Ex  parte  Overend,  122  Cal.  201, 
54  Pac.  740;  Moseley  v.  People,  101  111.  App. 
564;  Cooke  v.  Tanswell,  8  Taunt.  131. 

Mr.  6.  W.  Anderson,  for  respondents: 

While  the  party  in  contempt  has  a  right 
to  defend  himself  against  other  parties  who 
are  prosecuting  the  case,  he  will  not  be  per- 
mitted to  ask  for  the  favor  of  the  court, 
nor  to  take  any  aggressive  proceedings 
against  his  adversary. 

Fletcher,  Eq.  PI.  &  Pr.  §S  417,  659; 
Rapalje,  Contempts,  S  135;  Brinkley  ▼. 
Brinkley,  47  N.  Y.  40:  7  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  69  ei  seq.;  Miller,  Eq.  Proe. 
S  243;  Robinson  v.  Oicen,  46  N.  H.  38;  Gor- 
don V.  Cordon,  141  111.  160,  21  L.  R,  A.  387, 
33  Am.  St  Rep.  294,  30  N.  E.  446;  Atchison, 
T.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Jennison,  60  Mich.  232, 
27  N.  W.  6;  People  ex  rel.  Oaynor  v.  Mo- 
Kane,  78  Hun,  154.  28  N.  Y.  Supp.  981; 
Wells,  F.  d  Co.  V.  Oregon  R.  d  Nav.  Co.  9 
Sawy.  601,  19  Fed.  20. 

Knowlton,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court:  • 

This  is  a  petition  for  a  writ  of  mandamuB 
to  compel  the  justices  of  the  superior  oonrt 


as  a  punishment  for  contempt,  see  Hovey  v. 
KlHott.  .39  L.  R.  A.  449,  Affirmed  In  42  L.  ed. 
V.  8.  215. 

As  to  right  to  defend    suit  for  divorce  where 
69  L.  R.  A. 


defendant  has  failed  to  pay  alimony  as  ordered 
by  court,  see  Gordon  v.  Gordon,  21  L.  R.  A. 
387. 
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to  proceed  '^ith  the  hearing  of  a  suit  in 
equity,  upon  exceptions  to  a  master's  report, 
and  thereafter  upon  the  merits.  We  treat 
the  reservation  as  a  report  of  the  questions 
of  law  which  arise  upon  the  record  and  the 
agreement  of  the  parties,  under  Rev.  Laws, 
chap.  156,  S  7.  We  do  not  think  that  the 
slight  change  in  this  section  from  the 
language  of  Pub.  Stat.  1882,  chap.  150,  S  8, 
was  intended  to  change  the  meaning  of  the 
provision,  and  it  has  always  been  held  that 
a  justice  of  the  supreme  judicial  court,  sit- 
ting at  the  trial  of  an  action  at  law,  might 
report  questions  of  law  to  the  full  court, 
without  deciding  them. 

The  petitioner,  who  is  the  plaintiff  in  that 
suit,  is  in  contempt  of  the  court  for  a  viola- 
tion of  an  injimction.  The  principal  ques- 
tion is  whether  a  plaintiff  who  is  in  con- 
tempt has  an  absolute  right  to  proceed  in 
the  trial, — such  that  it  is  the  legal  duty  of 
the  court,  upon  his  request,  to  permit  him 
to  go  on.  The  authorities  agree  upon  the 
familiar  doctrine  that  a  party  in  contempt 
is  not  in  a  position  to  ask  the  court  for  any 
favor  or  indulgence.  1  Dan.  Ch«  PI.  &  Pr. 
5th  Am.  ed.  504,  505,  and  notes;  Hovey  v. 
Elliott,  167  U.  S.  409,  42  L.  ed.  215,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  841,  and  cases  cited;  Be  Wickham, 
L.  R.  35,  Ch.  Div.  272;  Clark  v.  Deto,  1  Russ. 
A  M.  103;  Ricketta  v.  Momington,  7  Sim. 
200;  Rogers  v.  Pateraon,  4  Paige,  450.  In 
Horey  v.  EUiott,  167  U.  S.  409,  42  L.  ed. 
215,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  841,  many  cases  were 
reviewed:  and  it  was  held  that,  when  a  de- 
fendant in  equity  has  filed  an  answer  and 
prepared  a  defense,  the  plaintiff  cannot  have 
bis  answer  stricken  from  the  files,  and  the 
ease  go  to  judgment  against  him,  because 
of  his  subsequent  contempt.  It  was  decided 
that  such  a  proceeding,  if  enforced,  would 
be  a  taking  of  property  without  due  process 
of  law.  The  case  of  Walker  v.  Walker,  82 
N.  Y.  260,  which  shows  a  different  view,  was 
criticized,  and  held  to  be  without  substantial 
support  in  the  cases  therein  referred  to. 
But  the  decision  is  not  in  conflict  with  the 
contention  of  the  present  respondents,  that  a 
plaintiff,  while  he  is.  in  contempt,  cannot 
proceed  to  a  trial  upon  the  merits.  The 
enrly  English  cases  are  conflicting  on  this 
point,  but  those  that  are  relied  upon  by  the 
petitioner  (see  Wilson  v.  Batea,  3  Myl.  k  G. 
197;  Cattell  v.  Simons,  5  Beav.  396;  Chat- 
terton  v.  Thomas,  36  L.  J,  Ch.  N.  S.  692) 
^eem  to  be  practically  overruled  by  Re  Wick- 
ham, L.  R.  35  Ch.  Div.  272,  which  holds  that 
a  plaintiff  who  disobeys  an  order  for  the 
payment  of  costs  on  a  preliminary  matter 
will  not  be  allowed  to  proceed  with  his 
caae.  The  principle  is  analogous  to  that 
which  precludes  a  plaintiff  who  is  nonsuited 
in  an  action  at  law  from  prosecuting  a  sec- 
ond suit  until  he  has  paid  the  costs.  Rev. 
60LuR.A. 


Laws,  chap.  203,  S  11.  And  it  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  petitioner's  contention  that 
a  plaintiff  who  has  failed  to  do  that  which 
properly  is  required  of  him  in  the  case  may 
insist  upon  a  trial  as  a  matter  of  right.  If 
a  plaintiff  prays  for  a  decree  against  his  ad- 
versary, we  are  of  opinion  that  the  prin- 
ciples stated  in  the  cases  first  cited  should 
be  applied  to  a  request  to  proceed  with  the 
case  to  a  final  judgment,  as  well  as  to  ri*- 
quests  for  preliminary  favors.  It  is  plain 
that  misconduct  of  a  plaintiff  that  is  treated 
as  a  contempt  often  may  be  of  such  a  kind 
as  would  make  it  impossible  to  go  on  with 
the  case  without  great  injustice  to  the  de- 
fendant. Suppose,  for  illustration,  that  a 
plaintiff  disobeys  an  order  to  produce  books 
and  papers  which  the  defendant  is  entitled 
to  have  in  evidence,  or  refuses  to  answer  in- 
terrogatories or  questions  put  to  him  as  a 
witness  on  the  stand.  It  would  be  absurd 
to  say  that  while  in  contempt  for  disobedi- 
ence of  an  order  of  this  kind  a  plaintiff 
would  have  a  right  to  have  the  trial  proceed. 
The  statement  of  the  law  in  Brinkley  v. 
Brinkley,  47  N.  Y.  40-49,  is  that  "a  party  in 
contempt  .  .  .  will  not  be  permitted  to 
ask  for  the  favor  of  the  court,  nor  to  take 
any  aggressive  proceedings  against  his  ad- 
versary." The  following  cases  also  tend  to 
support  this  proposition  with  greater  or  less 
force:  Rogers  v.  Pateraon,  4  Paige,  450; 
Hazard  v.  Durant,  11  R.  I.  195;  Walker  v. 
Walker,  82  N.  Y.  260;  Pickett  v.  Ferguson, 
45  Ark.  177-191,  55  Am.  Rep.  545;  Allen  v. 
Georgia,  166  U.  S.  138,  41  L.  ed.  949,  17 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  525 ;  Robinson  v.  Owen,  46  N. 
H.  38.  In  Gordon  v.  Gordon,  141  111.  160- 
163,  21  L.  R.  A.  387,  33  Am.  St.  Rep.  294,  30 
N.  E.  446,  the  court  said:  "Where  a  com- 
plainant is  in  contempt,  there  may  be  cogent 
reasons  for  holding  that  his  proceedings 
shall  be  stayed  so  long  as  he  remains  in  con- 
tempt, under  the  well-known  maxim  that 
lie  who  seeks  equity  must  do  equity.' "  In 
the  opinion  in  Atchison,  T,  d  8.  F,  R, 
Oo,  V.  Jennison,  60  Mich.  232,  27  N.  W. 
6,  are  found  these  words:  "A  complainant 
in  a  court  of  equity  can  always  be 
compelled  by  that  court  to  perform  any 
conditions  .  .  .  which  the  court  has  a 
right  to  exact,  by  refusing  to  allow  him  to 
proceed  in  his  cause  until  he  does  what  he 
ought  to  do."  In  People  ex  rel.  Crymble  v. 
Horton,  46  111.  App.  434,  the  court  held  that 
a  defendant  was  not  precluded  from  his 
right  to  defend  by  being  in  contempt,  and 
added :  ''Had  the  suit  been  at  his  instance, 
and  in  such  suit  he,  acting  as  one  asking  for 
relief,  had  been  in  contempt,  a  different 
question  would  have  been  presented."  We 
are  of  opinion  that  a  plaintiff  who  is  in  con 
tempt  of  court  cannot  go  on  with  his  case 
against  the  defendant  as  a  matter  of  ^ioht. 
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In  many  cases  it  would  be  plainly  wrong  to 
permit  him  to  do  so.  It  is  conceivable  that 
in  others  his  objectionable  conduct  may  be 
of  such  a  kind,  and  the  circumstances  of  the 
case  may  be  such,  that  the  court,  in  the  ex- 
ercise of  its  discretion,  properly  may  permit 
him  to  go  on.  In  a  case  like  the  present  the 
court  ought  not  to  issue  a  writ  of  mandamus 
to  compel  the  superior  court  to  proceed  with 
the  trial. 

It  is  contended  that  the  last  decree,  order- 
ing the  plaintiff  to  pay  the  sum  of  $1^000  to 
the  defendants,  was  erroneous.  This  part 
-of  the  decree  was  intended  to  give  the  de- 
fendants compensation  for  their  damages 
caused  by  the  plain tiflf's  violation  of  the  in- 
junction. It  has  been  said  that,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  statutory  authority,  the  court  can- 
not assess  a  party's  damages  for  a  breach  of 
an  injunction  in  a  proceeding  of  this  kind, 
and  order  them  paid  by  the  party  in  con- 
tempt. Sicift  V.  State,  63  Ind.  81;  Morris  v. 
Whitehead,  65  N.  C.  637 ;  Re  Pierce,  44  Wis. 
411;  State  ex  reh  Lanning  v.  Lonsdale,  48 
Wis.  348,  4  N.  W.  390;  Eads  v.  Brazelton, 
122  Ark.  499,  79  Am.  Dec.  88.  On  the  other 
hand,  similar  orders  have  been  made  with- 
out the  authority  of  a  statute.  Wells,  F,  d 
Co.  V.  Oregon  R.  d  Nav.  Co.  9  Sawy.  601,  19 
Fed.  20;  Re  North  Bloomfield  Oravel  Min. 
•Co.  11  Sawy.  590,  27  Fed.  796;  United  States 
ex  rel.  D,  d  N.  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Atchison,  T.  d 
8.  F.  R.  Co.  16  Fed.  853.  In  New  York  and 
Wisconsin,  and  probably  in  some  other 
states,  there  are  statutes  in  regard  to  this 
subject.  We  do  not  find  it  necessary  to  de- 
termine whether  this  part  of  the  order  is 
regular,  for,  if  it  is  not,  there  is  a  valid  ad- 
judication that  the  plaintiff  is  in  contempt. 
The  decree  referred  to  is  in  such  a  form  that 
the  first  part  of  it  is  complete  in  itself,  as 
an  adjudication  that  the  plaintiff  is  in  con- 
tempt, and  is  separable  from  the  last  part, 
ordering  the  payment  of  damages. 

We  have  considered  the  case  on  the  merits, 
without  passing  on  the  question  whether  the 
petitioner  has  exhausted  his  rights  in  other 
forms  of  proceeding,  so  as  to  be  entitled  to 
make  an  application  for  this  extraordinary 
remedy. 

Petition  dismissed. 


Joseph  HELLEN 

V. 

City  of  MEDFORD. 

(188  Mass.  42.) 

!•  Tite    statiitory    rlgrht    to    bave    dam- 


tifgem    for    land    the    fee    of    wblch    la 
taken  for  public  use  assessed         and 

paid  in  money  is  a  substantial  right  which, 
after  the  proceedings  have  progressed  so  far 
that  the  fee  has  passed,  cannot  be  impaired 
by  the  passage  of  a  statute  authorizing  the 
abandonment  of  the  land,  and  directing  that 
the  fee  shall  revest  in  the  former  owner,  and 
the  fact  thereof  be  considered  in  reduction  of 
the  damages  to  be  awarded. 
S.  -Waiver  of  tbe  rivbt  to  bave  tbe 
M'bole  damasres  for  land  tlie  fee  of 
wblcb  is  taken  for  public  use  as- 
sessed and  paid  in  money  will  be  effected  by 
the  agreement  of  the  former  owner  of  the  land 
that,  if  tbe  proceedings  are  abandoned  for 
his  benefit,  and  the  title  revested  in  him,  bis 
damages  will  be  very  light.  If  any. 

(April  28,  1905.) 

REPORT  by  the  Superior  Ck)urt  for  Mid- 
dlesex County  for  the  opinion  of  the  Su- 
preme Judicial  Court  of  a  petition  for  the 
assessment  of  damages  for  land  taken  by 
eminent  domain  after  the  direction  of  a  ver- 
dict in  favor  of  petitioner  Hellen  for  $1,000 
and  interest,  and  dismissing  the  claim  of 
petitioner  Cutter.  Judgment  for  Hellen  up- 
on the  verdict,  and  for  Cutter  for  Mub- 
stantial  damages. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Stephen  H«  Tyiis  and  K. 
Lendsley  Sanborn  for  petitioner. 

Messrs.  J.  M.  Hallowell  and  H.  H. 
Kimbally  for  respondent: 

Petitioner  is  estopped  from  denying  the 
constitutionality  of  the  statute  of  abandon- 
ment (Stat.  1900,  chap.  196),  and  from 
claiming  any  more  damages  than  he  can  re- 
cover under  the  agreement  made  between 
him  and  the  city. 

Retrospective  laws  which  do  jiot  impair 
the  obligation  of  contracts,  or  partake  of  the 
nature  of  ex  post  facto  laws,  are  not  con- 
demned or  forbidden  by  any  part  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States. 

Watson  V.  Mercer,  8  Pet.  88,  8  L.  ed.  876; 
Baltimore  d  S.  R.  Co.  T.  Nesbit,  10  How. 
395,  13  L.  ed.  469. 

The  landowner  acquires  his  vested  right 
under  the  statute  when  the  highway  is  once 
completely  established,  and  the  damages  of 
the  land  onoe  settled  by  the  mode  pointed 
out  by  law. 

Harrington  ▼.  Berkshire  County,  22  Pick. 
263,  33  Am.  Dec.  741;  New  Bedford  v.  Bris- 
tol County,  9  Gray,  346;  Corey  ▼.  Wreni- 
ham,  164  Mass.  18,  41  N.  £.  101. 

There  is  no  provision  in  the  Constitution 
which  prevents  the  lawmaking  power  from 
changing  the  form  of  his  remedy  before  the 


Nom. — As  to  legislative  power  to  authorize 
-the  taking  of  land  by  eminent  domain  without 
oompensatlon,  see  also,  in  this  series,  Abend- 
Toth  V.  Manhattan  R.  Co.  11  L.  R.  A.  634. 

As  to  right  to  authorize  temporary  use  of 
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a  public  highway  by  a  railroad  company  wlth- 
n»it  compensation  to  abutting  owner  for  de- 
struction of  access,  tee  McKeon  v.  New  York,  N. 
H.  ft  H.  R.  Co.  61  L.  R.  A.  780. 
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landowner    baa    taken    advantage    of    the 
method  already  prescribed. 

The  city  enters  into  no  contract  with  the 
petitioner  when  it  files  its  taking. 

Danforth  v.  Groion  Water  Co,  178  Mass. 
472,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  495,  59  N.  E.  1033. 

He  has  no  vested  right  under  the  statute 
until  he  has  established  his  damages  in  the 
mode  pointed  out  by  the  law. 

Butler  V.  Palmer,  1  Hill,  324;  Bennet  v. 
Hargus,  1  Neb.  419;  Untermeyer  v.  Freund, 
7  C.  C.  A.  183,  20  U.  S.  App.  32,  58  Fed. 
205;  Dent  v.  Holbrook,  54  Cal.  146;  Orim 
v.  Weissenberg  School  Diatriot,  57  Pa.  433, 
^8  Am.  Dec  237;  Pritohard  v.  Savannah 
Street  d  R.  Resort  R,  Co,  87  Ga.  294,  14  L. 
R.  A.  721,  13  S.  E.  493. 

A  statutory  right  to  a  lien  is  not  a  vested 
Tight. 

Woodbury  v.  Grimes,  1  Colo.  100 ;  "Nation- 
4U  Bank  v.  WilliamSy  38  Fla.  305,  20  So. 
931;  Holcomb  v.  Boynton,  151  111.  294,  37 
N.  K  1031 ;  Bangor  v.  Coding,  35  Me.  73,  56 
Am.  Dec.  688;  Frost  v.  Ilsley,  54  Me.  345; 
^ohn  8,  Hanes  d  Co,  v.  Wadey,  73  Mich.  178, 
5  L.  R.  A.  498,  41  N.  W.  222. 

A  party  has  no  vested  right  to  costs. 
Taylor  v.  Kceler,  30  Conn.  324 ;  Billings  v. 
JSegar,  11  Mass.  340;  Com.  v.  Cambridge,  4 
Met-  36;  Ellis  v.  WhitHer,  37  Me.  548. 

Where  a  statutory  remedy  for  a  right 
created  by  the  same  statute  is  repealed,  but 
-the  repealing  statute  provides  a  substan- 
tially similar  remedy,  the  right  may  be  pros- 
ecuted under  the  repealing  statute. 

Knoup  V.  Piqua  Branch  of  State  Bank,  I 
^hio  St,  603 ;  Debolt  v.  Ohio  L,  Ins,  d  T,  Co. 
1  Ohio  St.  563;  Mitchell  v.  Eyster,  7  Ohio, 
pt.  1,  p.  257;  Wilson  v.  Herbert,  41  N.  J.  L. 
A54,  32  Am.  Rep.  243. 

The  legislature  may  take  away  one  remedy 
-for  a  cause  of  action  already  arisen  and  sub- 
stitute another,  although  such  change  of  rem- 
edy may  affect  the  interests  of  individuals; 
and  it  does  not  matter  that  the  law  is  retro- 
spective if  it  is  just. 

Simmons  v.  Hanover,  23  Pick.  188 ;  Upham 
T.  Raymond,  132  Mass.  186;  Jewett  v. 
Phillips,  5  Allen,  150;  BigeUno  v.  Pritch- 
-ard,  21  Pick.  169;  Loring  v.  Alline,  9  Cush. 
-68;  Anding  v.  Levy,  57  Miss.  51,  34  Am.  Rep. 
435;  26  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc  Law,  2d  ed.  pp. 
747-749 ;  Forster  v.  Forster,  129  Mass.  559. 
There  is  no  constitutional  right  to  a  per- 
son whose  land  is  taken  to  obtain  the  mar- 
ket value  of  the  land.  The  only  right  under 
the  Constitution  is  to  obtain  reasonable  or 
adequate  compensation. 

Beale  v.  Boston,  166  Mass.  68,  43  K.  E. 
1029;  Wall  v.  Piatt,  169  Mass.  398,  48  N.  E. 
270. 

Statutes  authorizing  discontinuance  or 
abandonment  are  common. 

Ijynch  V.  Stone,  4  Denio,  356;  Burnett  Y. 
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Com,  169  Mass.  417,  48  N.  E.  758;  Lewis, 
Em.  Dom.  2d  ed.  chap.  29. 

Hannnond,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court : 

Under  the  authority  of  Stat.  1882,  chap. 
154,  §  3,  p.  Ill,  the  park  commissioners  of 
Medford  took  certain  land,  and  on  Novem- 
ber 29,  1899,  filed  a  certificate  as  required  by 
the  4th  section.  No  entry  ever  was  made 
upon  the  land.  The  taking  was  simply  on 
paper.  By  virtue  of  the  proceedings,  how- 
ever, the  respondent  became  the  owner  in  fee 
of  the  land,  and  was  bound  to  pay  to  those 
whose  estate  had  been  taken  the  damages  re- 
spectively suffered  by  them.  Stat.  1882, 
chap.  154,  S§  3,  6,  pp.  Ill,  113;  Hay  v.  Com. 
183  Mass.  294,  67  N.  E.  334.  At  the  time  of 
the  taking  the  land  was  owned  by  the  peti- 
tioner Hellen  in  fee,  subject  to  an  outstand- 
ing leasehold  estate  for  years  owned  by  one 
Cutter.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  dam- 
ages ever  were  estimated  or  determined  by 
the  commission.  Several  months  after  the 
taking,  and  while  the  parties  were  trying  to 
come  to  some  agreement  as  to  the  damages, 
and  before  any  agreement  had  been  reached 
or  any  proceedings  had  been  taken  in  court, 
Stat.  1900,  chap.  196,  p.  138,  was  enacted. 
It  provided  that  any  part  of  the  land  or 
rights  in  land  taken  and  described  in  the  cer- 
tificate of  November  29,  1899,  might  in  the 
manner  set  forth  in  the  statute  be  aban- 
doned; that  such  abandonment  should  "re- 
vest the  title  to  such  lands  or  rights  as  if 
they  had  never  been  taken,  in  the  persons, 
their  heirs  and  assigns,  in  whom  it  was  vest- 
ed at  the  time  of  taking;"  and  also  that  the 
abandonment  might  "be  pleaded  in  reduc- 
tion of  damages  in  any  suit  on  account  of 
said  takings.''  All  of  the  land  was  duly 
abandoned  in  accordance  with  the  terms  of 
the  statute,  and  to  this  petition  that  fact  was 
pleaded  in  reduction  of  damages.  The  lessee, 
Cutter,  upon  a  citation  from  the  petitioner, 
appeared  in  the  suit,  and  claimed  damages 
for  the  loss  of  his  leasehold  estate.  At  the 
trial  the  court  refused  to  rule  as  requested 
by  the  petitioners  that  Stat.  1900,  chap.  196, 
p.  138,  was  unconstitutional,  and  submitted 
certain  questions  to  the  jury,  who  found,  in 
substance,  that  the  fair  market  value  of  the 
land  at  the  time  of  the  taking  was  $13,000; 
that  the  damage  to  Hellen  by  reason  of  the 
taking  and  abandonment  was  $1,000;  that 
the  damage  to  Cutter  by  the  taking  was 
$1,000,  but,  as  reduced  by  the  abandonment, 
nothing;  and  also  that  Hellen,  by  his  agent, 
agreed  that,  if  the  property  was  abandoned 
by  the  respondent  for  his  benefit,  his  dam- 
ages would  be  very  small.  The  judge  there- 
upon ordered  a  verdict  for  the  petitioner 
Hellen  for  $1,000  and  intere^itr  and  at  the 
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request  of  the  petitioner  the  case  was  report- 
ed to  this  court. 

The  first  question  is  whether  Stat.  1900, 
chap.  196,  p.  138,  is  constitutional.  In  con- 
sidering this  question  certain  well-estab- 
lished rules  must  be  borne  in  mind.  Speak- 
ing generally,  the  power  to  take  land  for  pub- 
lic use  by  right  of  eminent  domain  is  limited 
not  only  as  to  quantity,  but  as  to  the  na- 
ture of  the  interest  taken,  by  the  public 
necessity.  It  is  said  that  "the  right,  being 
based  upon  necessity,  cannot  be  any  broader 
than  the  necessity.**  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th 
ed.  808.  It  therefore  generally  happens  that 
in  cases  of  land  taken  under  the  exercise  of 
this  right  only  an  easement  is  taken,  the  fee 
remaining  in  the  owner.  A  familiar  exam- 
ple of  this  is  to  be  found  in  the  case  of  land 
taken  for  a  highway.  In  such  a  case,  where 
the  easement  is  lawfully  abandoned  or  dis- 
continued as  no  longer  necessary,  the  fee  is 
in  the  owner,  free  from  the  easement;  but, 
as  stated  by  Shaw,  Ch.  J.,  in  Harrington  v. 
Berkshire  County,  22  Pick.  263,  267,  33 
Am.  Dec.  741,  "the  enlarged  enjoyment  which 
the  owner  haa  thereby  is  not  derived  from  the 
public,  but  is  incident  to  the  ownership  which 
has  always  subsisted  from  the  laying  out  of 
the  highway."  And  in  the  case  of  such  a 
lawful  abandonment  or  discontinuance  be- 
fore the  assessment  of  damages  there  can^be 
no  doubt  that  the  fact  of  such  an  ending  of 
the  easement  can  be  put  in  evidence  on  the 
question  of  damages.  But  the  ground  of  the 
admissibility  of  this  fact  is  not  that  the 
thing  once  taken  from  the  owner  has  been 
restored  to  him,  but  that  the  evidence  tends 
to  show  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  thing 
taken.  The  thing  taken  is  the  use  of  the 
land  for  a  highway  so  long  as  the  public  ne- 
cessity requires,  and  the  sum  to  which  the 
owner  is  entitled  is  the  damage  by  reason 
of  such  taking.  And  that  is  the  rule  of  dam- 
age all  the  way  through,  as  well  at  the  time 
of  the  trial  as  at  the  time  of  the  taking. 
The  evidence  of  a  lawful  ending  of  the 
easement  before  the  trial,  whether  by  discon- 
tinuance or  otherwise,  is  admissible,  there- 
fore, to  make  more  certain  the  nature  of  the 
easement  taken,  but  not  to  show  that  the 
right  to  damages  has  been  changed.  It  is 
manifest  that  the  lawful  ending  of  such  an 
easement  by  the  public  authorities  impairs 
no  right  of  the  landowner  as  to  damages.  It 
tends  only  to  define  this  right  as  it  at  first 
existed. 

It  is  pretty  generally  conceded,  however, 
in  the  various  state  courts,  that  in  some 
cases  it  is  competent  for  the  state  to  take 
for  public  use  the  land  in  fee,  so  that  not 
even  a  possibility  of  reverter  is  left  in  the 
former  owner.  The  idea  seems  to  be  that  in 
some  cases  "the  public  purposes  cannot  be 
fully  accomplished  without  appropriating 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  complete  title,  and  [that]  where  this  is 
so  in  the  opinion  of  the  legislature  the  same 
reasons  which  support  the  legislature  in 
their  right  to  decide  absolutely  and  finally 
upon  the  necessity  of  the  taking  will  also 
support  their  decision  as  to  the  estate  to  be 
taken."  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed.  809,  and 
oases  cited  in  the  notes.  This  principle  is 
thus  stated  by  Field,  Ch.  J.,  in  Burnett  v. 
Com,  169  Mass.  417,  48  N.  E.  758:  "When 
land  is  taken  for  a  public  use,  it  is  ordi- 
narily within  the  discretion  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  determine  whether  it  shall  be  taken 
in  fee,  so  that  when  the  public  use  is  deter- 
mined the  title  will  remain  in  the  body  tak- 
ing it,  or  whether  it  shall  be  taken  only  to 
the  extent  necessary  for  the  public  use,  and 
so  long  as  that  use  continues."  As  herein- 
before stated,  in  the  case  before  us  the  fee 
was  taken,  leaving  not  even  the  possibility 
of  a  reverter  in  the  former  owner.  Stat. 
1882,  chap.  154,  S§  3,  4,  6,  pp.  111-113.  For 
other  instances  of  a  taking  of  a  fee,  see 
Dingley  y.  Boston,  100  Mass.  644;  Page  v. 
O'Toole,  144  Mass.  303,  10  N.  E.  851;  Titus 
V.  Boston,  161  Mass.  209,  36  N.  E.  793.  At 
the  time  Stat.  1900,  chap.  196,  p.  138,  was 
enacted,  the  fee  having  passed  to  the  respond- 
ent, the  petitioners  were  entitled,  under  the 
Constitution  and  the  statutes  then  in  exist- 
ence, to  have  their  damages  paid  in  money. 
This  was  a  vested  right.  It  is  urged  by  the 
respondent  that  this  vested  right  consisted  of 
a  constitutional  right  to  reasonable  compen- 
sation, and  of  the  statutory  right  to  have 
it  assessed  and  paid  in  money;  and  that, 
while  the  constitutional  right  could  not  be 
impaired  by  the  legislature,  the  statutory 
right  might  be  changed  at  will,  provided  al- 
ways that  the  constitutional  right  to  rea- 
sonable compensation  was  not  impaired.  And 
it  is  urged  that  the  statutory  right  does  not 
become  vested  until  it  has  been  fully  pursued 
and  damages  assessed.  See  Harrington  v. 
Berkshire  County,  22  Pick.  263,  33  Am.  Dec 
741.  While  it  is  true  that  every  state  haa 
complete  control  over  the  remedies  it  offers 
to  suitors ;  while  it  may  abolish  one  class  of 
courts  and  create  another,  may  abolish  old 
remedies  and  substitute  new,  or  may  abol- 
ish even  without  substitution  if  a  reasonable 
remedy  remains  (Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed. 
pp.  515,  516,  and  cases  cited  in  the  notes 
thereto)  ;  and,  while,  as  stated  by  Parker, 
Ch.  J.,  in  Com.  ex  reL  Springfield  v.  Highuxiy 
Comrs,  6  Pick.  501,  608,  "there  is  no  such 
thing  as  a  vested  right  in  a  particular  rem- 
edy,"— ^yet  a  substantive  vested  right  cannot 
be  impaired  under  the  guise  of  a  change  in 
the  remedy.  The  statute  in  question  did  not 
undertake  to  define  the  nature  of  the  thing 
originally  taken,  but  to  change  the  right  to 
damages.  Before  the  passage  of  the  statute 
the  petitioners  were  entitled  to  have  their 
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damages  assessed  and  paid  in  money.  This 
was  a  substantive  right.  After  the  statute 
thej  were  deprived  of  this  right,  and  were 
obliged  to  take  land  instead  of  money.  This 
was  a  change,  not  only  in  the  remedy,  but  in 
the  thing  that  the  petitioners  were  entitled 
to  have.  It  is  of  no  consequence  whether 
the  substantive  right  vests  by  virtue  of  a 
provision  in  the  Constitution  or  in  a  statute, 
provided  it  is  vested.  The  remedy  may  be 
changed,  but  the  right  to  money  cannot  be 
changed.  As  to  that,  no  matter  how  the 
remedy  be  changed,  the  result  reached  must 
b^  in  substance,  the  sa'kne.  This  conclusion 
is  not  inconsistent  with  the  decision  in  Har- 
rington y,  Berkshire  County,  22  Pick.  263, 
33  Am.  Dec.  741,  upon  which  the  petitioners 
rely.  We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the 
statute  is  unconstitutional  as  applicable  to 
this  case. 

The  next  question  is  whether  the  petition- 
er Hellen  is  in  a  situation  to  avail  himself 
of  that  point.  The  jury  have  found  that  he 
agreed  that,  if  the  property  was  abandoned 


by  the  respondent  for  his  benefit,  his  dam- 
ages would  be  very  small,  if  any,  and  that 
$1,000  would  be  a  reasonable  sum  for  him 
under  that  agreement.  It  is  not  contended 
that  the  finding  was  not  warranted  by  the 
evidence,  and  the  fair  inference  is  that  the 
abandonment  was  made  under  that  agree- 
ment. Under  these  circumstances,  the  case 
is  within  the  well-known  principle  that, 
where  a  constitutional  provision  is  designed 
for  the  protection  of  property  rights  of  a 
person,  it  is  competent  for  him  to  waive  the 
protection,  and  to  consent  to  such  action  as 
would  be  invalid  if  taken  against  his  will 
(Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed.  250,  251,  and 
cases  cited  in  the  notes) ;  and  he  must  be 
held  to  have  waived  his  right  to  insist  upon 
the  unconstitutionality  of  the  statute.  It 
does  not  appear,  however,  that  Cutter 
waived  his  rights. 

The  result  is  that  as  to  Hellen  there 
should  he  judgment  on  the  verdict,  and  as 
to  Cutter  judgment  for  $1,000,  with  inter- 
est; and  it  is  so  ordered. 


NEW  YORK  COURT  OP  APPEALS. 


Mary    KELLEY,    Admrx.,    etc,    of    Ellen 
Neville,  Deceased,  Appi., 

V, 

BUFFALO    SAVINGS    BANK,    Respt. 

(180  N.  T.  171.) 

1.  Ordinary  e«re,  ander  the  circamstances 
of  each  iMUticuIar  case,  is  the  measure  of  the 
duty  of  a  savings  bank  in  paying  money  out 


of  a  depositor's  account  after  bis  death,  up- 
on production  of  the  bank  book  and  the  pre- 
sentation of  a  draft  purporting  to  bear  his 
signature,  when  the  bank  has  no  actual  no- 
tice of  the  depositor's  death,  and  nothing 
has  transpired  to  charge  it*  with  knowledge 
of  that  fact. 
a.  Failure  of  the  olllcera  of  a  aavlnflTB 
bank  to  make  a  pkyalcal  compariBon 
of  tke  alflrnatare  on  a  draft  presented 
with  a  depositor's  bank  book  with  his  slgna- 


Mon. — LiabiUty  of  8aving$  hanha  for  payments 
to  fraudulent  claimants, 

I.  General  rule  requiring  reasonable  care  by 
the  bank,  817. 

IL  The  application  of  the  rule  of  reasonable 
care  as  affected  by  the  bank^s  by- 
laws. 

a.  In  general,  818. 

b.  By-law  providing  for  payment  to  the 

depositor's  representative  after  his 
death,  828. 
III.  The  binding  effect  of  tJte  by-laws  upon  the 
depositor. 

a.  Assent  by  the  depositor,  824. 

b.  What  is  a  reasonable  by-law,  826. 
nr.  Limits  of  the  application  of  the  nOe  re- 
quiring retaonable  care. 

a.  In  general,  327. 

b.  Payment    upon    fraudulent   claim   of 

identity  merely,  327. 

c.  Payment  upon  impersonation  of  the 

depositor,    combined    with    forgery^ 
329. 

d.  Payment  upon  forged  orders   alone, 

333. 

e.  Payment    witl^out    either   impersonik- 

Hon  or  forgery,  83d. 
•9  L.  R.  A. 


IV. — continued. 

f.  Payment  after  the  death  of  the  de- 

positor, 838. 

g.  The  obligation  to  compare  tJie  signa- 

tures, 339. 
V.  Contributory  negligence  of  the  depositor. 

a.  In  general,  340. 

b.  Failure  to  give  notice  to  the  bank, 

341. 
c  Failure  to  keep  the  pass  book  safely, 
842. 
VI.  Matters  of  evidence,  342. 

I.  Qeneral   rule  requiring   reasonable  care   by 
the  bank. 

Undoubtedly  the  cases  show  that  the  exercise 
of  reasonable  care  in  making  a  payment  of  a 
savings-bank  account,  as  to  the  identity  of  the 
payee  the  genuineness  of  the  paper  ottered, 
and  otherwise  as  to  the  right  or  authority  of 
the  person  presenting  the  depositor's  pass  book 
to  receive  payment,  will  form  an  excuse  to  the 
savings  bank  for  loss  resulting  from  the  fraud- 
ulent representations  of  the  claimant  in  regard 
to  any  of  these  matters ;  similarly,  in  the  or- 
dinary case  not  controlled  by  unusually  strin- 
gent bank  regulations  forming  part  of  the  con- 
tract between  the  bank  and  the  depositor,  neg- 
lect on   the  part  of  the  bank  ofSclals  to  use 
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ture  on  file  will  render  It  liable  for  paying 
<mt  money  on  a  forged  draft.  In  the  absence 
of  some  unusual  and  pertinent  excuse  which 
will  Justify  such  failure. 
8.  A  AndlnflT  that  there  i«  no  siiolt  dis- 
parity or  difference  bet-ween  aiarna- 
tnres  on  drafts  presented  to  a  sayings  bank 
and  that  of  the  depositor  on  file  as  to 
create  a  doubt  or  misgiving  concerning  the 
genuineness  of  the  signatures  in  the  mind 
of  a  competent  and  reasonably  careful  bank 
officer  when  presented  by  a  person  unknown 
to  him,  and  that,  therefore,  the  bank  Is  not 
guilty  of  negligence  in  failing  to  make  a 
comparison,  is  a  conclusion  of  law  review- 
able by  the  appellate  court,  and  not  a  find- 
ing of  fact. 

(December  30,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Division  of  the  Su- 
preme Court,  Fourth  Department,  affirming 
a  judgment  of  the  Erie  County  Circuit  in 
defendant's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  a  savingB-bank   deposit.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Werner,  J.: 
The  action  is  brought  by  the  administra- 
trix of  Ellen  Neville,  deceased,  to  recover 

reasonable,  or  ordinary  (which  for  this  purpose 
is  assumed  to  be  the  same  degree),  care,  and 
prudence,  and  diligence  will  make  the  bank  re- 
sponsible for  the  loss  to  the  depositor  in  tbe 
payment  of  his  account  to  one  not  entitled  to 
it.     This  rule  has  been  laid  down  in  the  cases 
following,  besides  the  large  number  of  decisions 
which  depend  upon  the  former,  and  assume  the 
rule  to  exist  without  expressing  it:     Sullivan 
V.  Lewiston  Inst  of  Savings,  66  Me.  607,  96 
Am.  Dec.  600;  Kimball  v.  Norton,  69  N.  H.  1. 
47  Am.  Rep.  171;  Brown  v.  Merrimack  River 
Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H.  649,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700, 
39  Atl.  336 ;  Appleby  v.  Brie  County  Sav.  Bank, 
62  N.   Y.   12;   Israel  v.  Bowery  Sav.   Bank,   9 
Daly,  607 ;  People  v.  Third  Ave.  Sav.  Bank,  98 
N.  Y.  661 ;  Smith  v.  Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  101 
N.  Y.  68,  64  Am.  Dec.  063,  4  N.  B.  123 ;  Kummel 
V.  Germania  Sav.  Bank,  127  N.  Y.  488,  13  L. 
B.  A.  786,  28  N.  B.  398 ;  Wall  v.  Emigrant  In- 
dustrial Sav.  Bank,  64  Hun,  249,  19  N.  Y.  Supp. 
194 ;  Tobln  v.  Manhattan  Sav.  Inst.  6  Misc.  110, 
26  N.  Y.  Supp.   14,  Affirming  3  Misc.  628,  23 
N.    Y.    Supp.    1165 ;    Gifford    v.    Rutland    Sav. 
Bank,  63  Vt.  108,  11  L.  R.  A.  794,  25  Am.  St. 
Rep.  744,  21  Atl.  340 ;  Kbllhy  v.  Buffalo  Sav. 
Bank^  Chase  v.  Watbrbcry   Sav.  Bank,  and 
Langdalb  v.  Citizens'  Bank.       In  Hayden  v. 
Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  15  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  297,  a 
case  very  much  like  Kbllet  v.  Buffalo  Sav. 
Bank  in  its  facts,  although  the  headnote  states 
that  payment  by  the  bank  is  good  if  it  has  exer- 
cised ^'reasonable  care  and  diligence,**  there  is 
no  mention  of  that  rule  in  the  opinion,  which 
holds  that  a  finding  from  the  evidence  that  the 
bank  officials  acted  upon  *'due  inquiry"  was  not 
Incorrect.     In  Schoenwald  v.  Metropolitan  Sav. 
Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418,  Reversing  1  Jones  &  S.  440, 
the  rule  of  reasonable  care  is  entirely  ignored, 
but,  as  appears  below,  as  well  as  in  Kellbt 
V.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank,  that  case  has  been  sub- 
stantially overruled. 
60  L.  R,  A. 


from  defendant  bank  the  amount  of  certain 
deposits,  which,  with  interest  up  to  the  time 
of  the  commencement  of  the  action,  were 
said  to  have  amounted  to  upwards  of  $2,100. 
The  material  facts,  as  found  by  the  trial 
court,  and  unanimously  affirmed  by  the  ap- 
pellate division,  are  substantially  as  fol- 
lows: On  the  30th  day  of  January,  1871, 
the  plaintiff's  intestate,  Ellen  Neville,  then 
about  eighteen  or  nineteen  years  of  age, 
opened  an  account  with  the  defendant  banki 
A  bank  book  was  issued  to  her  in  her  name, 
and  she  signed  her  name  in  the  signature 
book  kept  by  the  defendant  for  purposes  of 
identification.  At  the  time  when  this  ac- 
count was  opened  there  were  in  force  cer- 
tain rules  adopted  by  the  defendant,  which 
were  posted  in  a  conspicuous  place  in  it» 
banking  room,  and  also  printed  in  each 
pass  book  issued  by  it.  One  of  these  rules 
provided  that  "the  secretary  will  endeavor 
to  prevent  frauds,  but  all  payments  made  to 
persons  producing  the  deposit  books  or 
duplicates  thereof  shall  be  good  and  valid 
payments  to  the  depositors  respectively."^ 
Another  rule  provided  that  "on  the  decease 
of  any  depositor  the  amount    standing    to 

11.  The  application  of  the  rule  of  reasonahla^ 
care  as  affected  hy  the  hankie  by-laws. 

a.  In  general. 

But  this  rule  is  frequently  modified.  In  one 
way  or  the  other,  by  the  by-laws  of  the  bank 
existing  at  the  time  of  the  first  deposit,  which 
become  a  part  of  the  contract  between  the  bank 
and  the  depositor,  either  expressly  or  by  neces- 
sary Implication.     For  the  most  part  the  modi- 
fication, by  the  contract  of  the  parties,  of  this 
rule  of  reasonable  care,  is  in  the  direction  of  al- 
lowing  the   bank   greater   latitude   in   making 
payments  to  persons  presenting  the  pass  book 
of  the  depositor  for  payment;   but  in  a  few 
cases,  as  will  be  seen  below,  the  contract  may 
be  so  binding  upon  the  bank  as  to  prevent  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  care  forming  a  sufficient 
excuse  for  payment  to  a  fraudulent  claimant  of 
the  fund.    An  instance  of  the  difference  of  con- 
struction which  may  be  put  upon  the  same  facts 
of  contract,   in   regard  to   the  liability  of  the 
bank    for  payment    to    unauthorized    persons, 
which  contract,  as  intended  by  the  bank,  was 
to  relieve  it  from  responsibility  for  payment  to 
anyone   presenting  the  book   of   the   depositor, 
is  seen  in  Kelley  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank,  where 
the  bank  claimed  to  be  discharged  by  the  pay- 
ment, under  the  by-law  in  question.     The  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  the  court  held  that  the  bank 
was  bound   to   the  use  of  reasonable  care   in 
spite  of  the  by-law,  and  the  opinion  of  Vann,  J., 
concurred  in  the  reversal   of  the  court  below 
but  upon  the  ground,  merely,  that  another  by- 
law bound  the  bank  absolutely  to  payment  to 
the  depositor's  legal   representatives  after  his 
death. 

A  by-law  of  a  savings  bank,  when  subscribed 
by  the  depositor,  that  "the  institution  will  not 
be  responsible  for  loss  sustained  when  the  de- 
positor has  not  given  notice  of  his  book  being 
lost  or  stolen,  if  such  book  be  paid  in  whole  or 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Kellet  v.  Buffaix)  Savings  Bank* 


31» 


the  credit  of  the  deceased  shall  be  paid  to 
his  or  her  legal  repreeentatives  when  legally 
demanded."  During  the  lifetime  of  Ellen 
NeWlle  she  made  16  deposits  to  the  credit 
of  this  account,  presented  her  book  to  the 
defendant  15  times  for  the  purpose  of  hav- 
ing interest  credited  thereon,  and  drew 
two  checks  upon  said  account,  one  dated 
September  22,  1873,  for  $335.98,  and  the 
other  dated  July  7,  1877,  for  $23.31. 
These  were  presented  with  her  pass  book, 
and  she  received  the  money  thereon.  She 
died  on  or  about  the  1st  day  of  December, 
1878,  at  the  fige  of  about  twenty-five  or 
twenty-six  years,  and  at  the  time  of  her 
death  there  remained  to  her  credit  on  said 
account  the  sum  of  $884.43.  This  is  the 
amount,  with  compound  interest,  which 
the  plaintiff  seeks  to  recover  in  this  action. 
Ellen  Neyille  left  her  surviving,  her  sister, 
the  plaintiff,  another  sister,  named  Kate, 
and  her  mother.  At  the  time  when  this 
account  was  opened  they  all  lived  together 
in  the  city  of  Buffalo.  Each  of  Ellen's 
sisters  had  a  bank  account  of  her  own. 
Nearly  twenty-three  years  after  Ellen's 
death,  and  on  the   22d   of   May,    1901,    the 


plaintiff  applied  for  and  received  letters  of 
administration.  About  ten  years  ago  the 
mother  and  sister  Elate  became  inmates  of 
St.  Francis'  Asylum  for  the  Aged  and  In- 
firm of  Buffalo,  where  they  remained  until 
the  time  of  their  deaths,  which  occurred 
about  two  or  three  years,  respectively,  be- 
fore the  trial.  When  they  entered  this 
asylimi  they  paid  to  it  the  sum  of  $1,000. 
When  Ellen  died,  on  December  1,  1878,  her 
bank  book  was  in  the  house  where  the 
whole  family  then  lived,  and  was  taken 
possession  of  by  her  mother  or  her  sister 
Kate  or  the  plaintiff.  Subsequent  to  Ellen's 
death  the  bank  book  was  presented  to  the 
defendant  by  the  mother  or  the  sister  Elate 
or  the  plaintiff  for  the  purpose  of  having 
interest  credited  thereon  on  ten  different 
occasions  between  the  1st  of  January,  1879, 
to  and  including  July  1,  1883,  and  on  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1882,  the  pass  book  was 
presented  by  some  person  unknown  to  the 
defendant  (such  person  so  presenting  said 
book  being  the  mother,  the  sister  Kate,  or 
the  plaintiff),  and  a  deposit  of  $70  was 
duly  made  and  entered  therein.  Subse- 
quent to  Ellen's   death   the  moneys   to   the 


ta  part  on  presentation,**  Is  a  material  part 
of  the  contract  between  the  parties ;  but  It  does 
not  relieve  the  bank  from  the  duty  of  acting 
In  good  faith  and  with  reasonable  care  In  mak- 
ing a  payment  on  the  depositor's  account 
Brown  v.  Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H. 
549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  336 ;  Cornell 
V.  Emigrant  Industrial  Sav.  Bank,  9  N.  Y. 
B.  R.  72. 

And,  notwithstanding  a  by-law  to  the  effect 
that  payments  to  persons  producing  the  pass 
book  should  discharge  the  bank,  it  is  bound  to 
exercise  reasonable  care  and  diligence,  In  order 
to  protect  the  depositor  (Wall  v.  Emigrant  In- 
dustrial Sav.  Bank,  64  Hun,  249,  19  N.  Y.  Supp. 
194),  and  continues  liable  for  the  moneys  de- 
posited, if  with  the  exercise  of  such  care  It 
could  have  prevented  the  perpetration  of  the 
fraud.  Tobin  v.  Manhattan  Sav.  Inst.  6  Misc. 
110,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  14,  Affirming  3  Misc.  628, 
23  N.  Y.  Supp.  1166;  Israel  v.  Bowery  Sav. 
Bank,  9  Daly,  507. 

It  is  not  error  to  charge  the  jury.  In  an  ac- 
tion for  an  account  paid  to  a  fraudulent  claim- 
ant, that  the  by-laws  printed  in  the  pass  book 
given  to  the  plaintiff  when  he  became  a  deposit- 
or constituted  a  contract  between  him  and  the 
bank,  and  governed  their  relations,  and  that  a 
payment,  made  in  good  faith  In  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care  and  diligence,  to  a  person  pre- 
senting the  pass  book,  even  though  it  were  ob- 
tained by  fraud,  was  a  valid  payment. 

But  the  savings-bank  officers  owe  to  a  de- 
positor active  diligence  to  detect  fraud  and 
forgery,  upon  making  a  payment  to  one  who 
presents  the  pass  book,  although  the  by-laws 
provide  that  the  bank  will  not  be  responsible 
for  fraud.  Kummel  v.  Germania  Sav.  Bank, 
127  N.  Y.  488.  13  L.  R.  A.  T86,  28  N.  E.  398. 

And  it  seems  to  be  against  the  policy  of  the 
law  to  allow  a  savings  bank  to  discharge  itself 
from  all  obligation  to  exercise  ordinary  care 
as  to  the  identity  of  the  persons  presenting 
69  L.  R.  A. 


pass  books,  by  a  by-law  to  the  effect  that  the 
"bank  will  not  be  responsible  for  frauds  com- 
mitted on  the  oflicers  by  producing  the  pass 
book  and  drawing  money  without  the  knowl- 
edge or  consent  of  the  owner."  Sallng  v.  Ger- 
man Sav.  Bank,  15  Daly,  386,  7  N.  Y.  Supp.  642. 

And,  even  in  spite  of  a  stipulation  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  mere  possession  of  the  book  shall 
be  sufficient  authority  to  warrant  payments  to 
its  possessor,  the  bank  must  exercise  ordinary 
care.  Ficken  v.  Emigrants'  Industrial  Sav. 
Bank,  33  Misc.  92,  67  N.  Y.  Supp.  148. 

In  an  Important  decision  (distinguished  in 
Kbllbt  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank)  where  the  by- 
law provided  that  the  bank  will  use  Its  best 
efforts  to  prevent  fraud,  but  all  payments  made 
to  persons  producing  the  deposit  book  shall  be 
deemed  good  and  valid  payments  to  the  deposi- 
tors respectively,  it  was  held  that  the  bank, 
because  It  had  stipulated  to  use  Its  "best  ef- 
forts" to  prevent  fraud,  was  not  entitled  to  a 
charge  to  the  Jury  that,  if  its  officers  had  exer- 
cised ordinary  care  and  diligence  and  paid  the 
money  in  good  faith,  it  was  excused.  This 
was  notwithstanding  the  ruling  in  Appleby  v. 
Erie  County  Sav.  Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12  (infra,  IV. 
c),  which  demanded  only  ordinary  care,  since 
the  contract  of  the  bank  called  only  for  its 
"endeavor."  Allen  v.  Willlamsburgh  Sav.  Bank 
69  N.  Y.  314. 

This  is  in  marked  contrast  with  Lanooalv  v. 
CiTiznNS'  Bank^  where,  although  the  by-law, 
on  which  the  argument  of  irresponsibility  of 
the  bank  is  based,  promises  the  employment  by 
the  bank  of  **every  effort"  to  prevent  fraud,  it 
is  held  that  the  bank's  official  Is  not  bound  to 
compare  the  signatures  of  the  order  presented 
with  that  at  hand  upon  the  books  of  the  bank, 
in  order  to  discover  the  fraud. 

In  Kimball  v.  Norton,  59  N.  H.  1,  47  Am. 
Rep.  171,  an  agent  deposited  money  in  a  sav- 
ings bank,  signing,  as  agent,  a  certificate  which 
provided  that  the  account  might  be  withdrawn 
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credit  of  this  account  were  paid  out  by 
the  defendant  on  five  separate  drafts  or 
written  orders  drawn  in  the  name  of  Ellen 
Neville,  as  follows:  December  28,  1878, 
$41.43;  June  2,  1880,  $60;  July  30,  1881, 
$70.45;  August  14,  1883,  $56.62;  September 
1,  1883,  $937.  No  part  of  these  moneys  was 
paid  to  the  legal  representative  or  repre- 
sentatives of  Ellen  Neville,  but  the  pay- 
ments referred  to  were  made  to  her  mother 
or  to  one  of  her  sisters,  and  the  signatures 
on  these  five  drafts  or  orders,  purporting 
to  be  the  signatures  of  Ellen  Neville, 
were  not  her  signatures,  but  were  made  by 
her  mother  or  one  of  her  said  sisters.  The 
findings  relating  to  the  conduct  of  the 
bank  ofiicials  in  the  payments  of  these 
drafts  are  as  follows:  '*That  by  a  critical 
examination  and  comparison  of  the  said 
signatures  on  each  of  the  aforesaid  drafts 
or  orders  with  the  true  signature  of  said 
Ellen  Neville,  entered  and  signed  as  afore- 
said in  the  book  of  signatures,  it  would 
have  been  apparent  to  a  competent  bank 
officer  that  neither  of  the  signatures  to  said 
drafts  or  orders  was  the  genuine  signature 
of  said  Ellevk  Neville.    That,  at  the  respec- 


tive times  at  which  such  drafts  or  orders 
were  presented  to  the  defendant  for  pay- 
ment,  the  defendant  made  no  critical  exam- 
ination or  physical  comparison  of  the  sig- 
natures thereon  with  that  of  the  said  Ellen 
Neville  entered  and  signed  in  the  book  of 
signatures  of  depositors  kept  by  the  de- 
fendant aforesaid.  That  said  drafts  or 
orders  were  paid  by  defendant  on  presenta- 
tion of  the  same  with  the  pass  book,  and 
the  defendant  made  no  effort,  by  a  critical 
examination  or  physical  comparison,  to 
ascertain  the  genuineness  of  the  signatures 
of  any  of  said  drafts  or  orders,  or  to  as- 
certain the  identity  of  the  person  present- 
ing the  same.  That  there  does  not  exist 
such  a  disparity  or  difference  between  the 
signature  of  said  Ellen  Neville  upon  the 
signature  book  of  the  defendant  and  the 
several  signatured  upon  said  five  cheeks,  or 
any  or  either  of  them,  as  to  create  doubt  or 
misgiving  concerning  tbe  genuineness  of 
said  five  signatures,  or  any  or  either  of 
them,  in  the  mind  of  a  competent  and 
reasonably  careful  bank  officer,  when  pre- 
sented by  a  person  unknown  to  him  with 
a  bank  book,  and  therefore  the  defendant 


by  the  person  who  miffbt  present  tbe  book,  or 
accordlug  to  the  charter  and  by-laws,  as  set 
forth  in  a  book  of  deposit  delivered  to  the  de- 
positor, and  these  by-laws  provided  that,  "as 
It  will  be  Impossibfe  for  the  officers  of  the  cor- 
poration to  Identify  every  depositor,  the  pro- 
daction  of  tb«j  book  of  deposit  will  be  held  to 
show  that  the  person  producing:  the  same  is  le- 
gally aatboriztid  to  receive  the  deposit ;  and  the 
corporation  will  not  be  responsible  for  loss," 
etc.  It  was  held  that  this  stipulation  between 
the  bank  and  the  depositor  did  not  relieve  the 
bank  from  tbe  duty  of  acting  in  good  faith  and 
with  reasonable  care,  when  the  agent  fraud- 
ulently presented  the  book  and  obtained  pay- 
ment Such  a  stipulation  between  the  parties 
"does  not  mean  that  the  bank  is  absolved  from 
all  obligation  of  caution.  A  depositor  is  a 
beneficiary  of  a  fund  held  by  the  bank  as  trus- 
tee. The  trustee  is  incorporated  for  the  pur- 
pose of  exercising  care  in  the  management  and 
preservation  of  deposits.  This  object  would 
not  be  accomplished  by  care  in  the  investment 
of  the  fund,  and  recklessness  in  paying  a  de- 
posit to  a  wrongful  possessor  of  a  book.  .  .  . 
The  by-law  and  agreement  are  to  be  conscrued 
according  to  the  authorized  business  and  or- 
ganic object  of  the  institution.  The  terms  of 
deposit  cannot  be  understood  to  make  the  books 
payable  to  bearer,  like  bank  bills,  without  im- 
puting to  the  trustee  a  deliberate  and  studied 
attempt  to  expose  beneficiaries  to  a  great  and 
unnecessary  peril  of  loss,  and  to  deprive  them 
of  Important  security  which  the  trustee  was 
chartered  to  furnish." 

The  fact  of  the  by-law,  as  In  this  case,  begin- 
ning with  the  statement  that  the  bank  officials 
will  be  unable  to  identify  every  depositor,  so 
that  the  presentation  of  the  book  alone  will 
be  deemed  sufficient  authority  for  payment,  puts 
cases  involving  such  stipulations  in  a  class  by 
themselves,  according  to  some  decisions. 

So  It  is  laid  down  that  a  by-law  of  this 
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character,  stating  also  the  reason  for  it,  namely 
that  "the  officers  may  be  unable  to  identify 
every  depositor,"  contains  a  limitation  upon  Ita 
effect  and  meaning,  and  shows  that  the  rule 
is  only  applicable  to  cases  where  the  officers  are 
unable,  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  and 
diligence,  to  identify :  and  that,  if  they  can 
perceive  the  want  of  Identity  hj  reasonable 
care,  they  must  use  that  which  Is  reasonable 
care  under  all  the  circumstances,  or  be  re- 
sponsible to  the  depositor.  Ladd  v.  Augusta 
Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  616,  58  L.  R.  A.  288,  52  Atl. 
1012. 

Where,  however,  a  by-law  practically  Identi- 
cal with  those  last  considered  ended  In  a  state- 
ment that  "in  all  cases  a  payment  upon  pre- 
sentment of  a  deposit  book  shall  be  a  discharge 
to  the  corporation  for  the  amount  so  paid," 
and  the  fraudulent  claimant  presented  not  only 
the  deposit  book,  but  also  a  forged  order  pur- 
porting to  be  signed  by  the  depositor,  it  was 
held  that  the  argument  that  the  by-law  was  In- 
tended to  protect  the  bank  against  the  risk 
of  mistake  as  to  the  personal  identity  of  its  de- 
positors, and  that  therefore  (as  in  the  last  case, 
Ladd  V.  Augusta  Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  516,  58 
L.  R.  A.  28S,  52  Atl.  1012)  it  did  not  apply  to 
a  case  where  there  was  no  mistake  as  to  iden- 
tity, but  the  payment  was  made  upon  a  forged 
order  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  depositor, 
would  be  perhaps  conclusive  in  favor  of  the  de- 
positor if  it  were  not  for  the  clause  providing 
that  the  presentment  of  the  book  should  be 
a  discharge  of  the  bank  "in  all  cases ;"  in  both 
cases  the  purpose  of  the  by-law  was  to  author- 
ize the  bank  to  rely  upon  the  presentation  of 
the  book  as  its  security  against  fraud ;  and  If 
the  bank,  using  reasonable  care,  and  in  good 
faith,  paid  the  account  upon  tbe  presentation 
of  the  book,  the  bank  was  discharged.  Levy 
V.  Franklin  Sav.  Bank,  117  Mass.  448. 

And  in  a  later  Massachusetts  case,  goln^ 
further,  it  was  held  that  since  the  by-laws  of 
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exercised  due  care  and  caution,  and  was  not 
guilty  of  n^ligence,  in  paying  the  five 
ehedcB  in  question,  nor  in  paying  any  or 
either  of  them."  These  findings  of  fact 
were  followed  by  the  legal  eonclusion  that 
the  complaint  should  be  dismissed,  and  the 
judgment  entered  thereov  has  been  unan- 
imously affirmed  by  the  appellate  division. 

Mr,  Harry  D.  Williams,  for  appellant: 

The  defendant  should  be  held  liable  for 
the  breach  of  its  express  agreement  that, 
**on  the  decease  of  any  depositor,  the 
amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 
ceased shall  be  paid  to  his  or  her  legal 
representatives  when  legally  demanded." 

Mahon  v.  South  Brooklyn  8<w,  Inst,  176 
N.  Y.  69,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.'  603,  67  N.  E.  118; 
Podmore  v.  South  Brooklyn  Sav.  Inst,  48 
App.  Div.  218,  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  961. 

The  bank  was  bound  to  take  notice  of 
the  depositor's  death. 

Hoffman  v.  Union  Dime  Sav.  Inst,  41 
Misc.  517,  85  N.  Y.  Supp.  16,  95  App.  Div. 
329,  88  N.  Y.  Supp.  686;  Marlett  v.  Jack- 
man,  3  Allen,  287;  Christie  v.  Royal  Bank, 
1  Dunlop,  B.  &  M.  745;  Weber  v.  Bridgman, 


113  N.  Y.  600,  21  N.  E.  985;  Farmers*  Loan 
d  T.  Co.  y.  Wilson,  189  N.  Y.  284,  36  Am. 
St,  Rep.  696,  34  N.  E.  784. 

The  fact  of  unauthorized  payment  hay* 
ing  been  established,  the  burden  was  on  the 
defendant  of  showing  affirmatively  some 
valid  reason  for  such  payment. 

Ahramowitz  v.  Citizens*  Sav,  Bank,  17 
Misc.  298,  40  N.  Y.  Supp.  385;  Allen  v. 
Williamshurgh  Sav.  Bank,  69  N.  Y,  317; 
Farmer  v.  M<mhattan  Sav.  Inst,  60  Hun, 
462,  15  N.  Y.  Supp.  235. 

Messrs.  Marshall  A  Rebadow,  for 
respondent : 

Before  the  by-law  relating  to  payments 
to  personal  representatives  can  have  any 
application,  the  bank  must  have  actual 
notice  of  the  depositor's  death;  or  at  least 
circumstances  must  have  come  to  its 
knowledge  sufficient  to  put  it  upon  inquiry, 
and  require  further  investigation  in  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  diligence. 

If  the  bank  pays  without  knowledge  of 
the  drawer's  death  the  money  cannot  be 
recovered  back. 

Edwards,  Bills  &  Notes,  2d  ed.  p.  646; 
Tate  V.  Hilbert,  2  Ves.  Jr.  118;  Donlan  v. 


the  bank,  sabscribed  by  the  depositor,  provided 
that,  "as  the  offlcers  of  the  Institution  may  be 
anable  to  Identify  every  depositor,  the  institu- 
tion will  not  he  responsible  for  any  loss  sus- 
tained when  a  depositor  has  not  given  notice 
of  his  book  being  stolen  or  lost  ;*'  and  the  plain 
object  of  the  by-law  was  to  exonerate  the  bank 
from  loss  occasioned  by  the  inability  of  its  of- 
flcers  to  Identify  the  depositor,  and  to  throw 
upon  the  depositor  the  risk  of  keeping  his  book 
safely,  when  the  account  was  paid  in  good  faith 
and  without  negligence,  upon  presentation  of 
the  book, — ^this  was  exactly  the  case  which 
the  by-law  was  intended  to  provide  for;  and 
the  depositor  could  not  recover  without  a  vio- 
lation of  the  terms  of  the  contract  which  the 
bank  made  with  him.  Goldrick  v.  Bristol 
County  Sav.  Bank,  128  Mass.  320. 

Similarly,  It  has  been  held,  without  special 
regard,  apparently,  to  the  question  of  reason- 
able care,  but  more  by  the  force  of  a  strongly 
worded  contract,  that  where  the  by-law  printed 
in  the  deposit  book  provided,  **If  any  person 
shall  present  a  deposit  book  at  the  office  of  this 
corporation,  and  allege  himself  or  herself,  un- 
truly, to  be  the  depositor  named  therein,  and 
shall  thereby  obtain  from  the  officers  of  this 
corporation  the  amount  deposited,  or  any  part 
thereof,  and  the  actual  depositor  shall  not  have 
given  notice  at  the  office  of  his  or  her  book 
having  been  lost  or  taken  from  him  or  her,  this 
corporation  will  not  be  responsible  for  the  loss 
so  sustained  by  any  depositor," — this  provision 
was  reasonable  and  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  the  bank,  and  was  a  complete  defense  to  an 
action  for  the  amount  of  a  deposit  withdrawn 
by  a  stranger  presenting  the  book  through  the 
maU,  with  a  forged  check.  Burrill  v.  Dollar 
Sav.  Bank,  92  Pa.  134,  37  Am.  Bep.  669. 

In  an  interesting  New  Jersey  case,  involving 
the  construction  of  a  similar  by-law,  where 
the  defense  to  an  action  for  a  savings-bank  ac- 
count was  payment  to  a  woman  who  repre- 
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sented  herself  to  be  one  of  the  plalntlflts,  and 
presented  the  book,  whereupon  the  bank  officers 
used  due  care  to  identify  the  psyee,  but  the 
by-laws,  printed  in  the  plaintiffs'  book,  provid- 
ed  that  deposits  "shall  be  drawn  out  only  by 
the  depositors  in  person,  or  by  their  written 
order,  or  by  some  person  legally  authorized, 
and  only  upon  production  of  the  depositor's 
book,  that  such  payments  may  be  entered  there- 
in, and  all  payments  to  persons  who  present 
the  deposit  book  shall  be  valid  payments  to 
discharge  the  bank," — it  was  thought  by  the 
supreme  court  that  by  these  terms  only  three 
classes  of  persons  could  lawfully  draw  a  de- 
positor's money:  (1)  The  depositor,  upon  the 
presentation  of  his  book;  (2)  a  person  pre- 
senting the  book  with  the  written  order  of  the 
depositor  to  draw  the  money;  (3)  any  person 
lawfully  authorized  to  receive  the  money  on 
presentation  of  the  book ;  and  hence  a  payment 
to  a  stranger,  even  if  with  due  care,  was  no 
discharge  to  the  bank ;  for.  the  last  clause  of 
the  by-law,  that  "all  payments  to  persons  who 
present  the  deposit  book  shall  be  valid  pay- 
ments to  discharge  the  bank  and  Its  officers/* 
meant  payments  to  such  persons  as  were  legal- 
ly entitled  to  receive  payment  under  the  con- 
ditions previously  specified  in  the  by-law, — that 
is,  one  of  the  three  classes  named.  But  this  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  court  was  later  reversed 
by  the  court  of  errors  and  appeals,  which  de- 
clared that  the  proper  construction  of  the  word 
"payment*'  as  it  was  used  in  the  last  clause 
of  the  by-law  in  question  was  the  turning  over 
of  money  by  the  holder  of  it  to  any  one  of  a 
designated  class  of  persons ;  and  that  that  class 
was  not  one  inclusive  merely  of  the  three 
classes  mentioned  earlier  in  the  by-law,  but  It 
was  the  class  of  "persons  who  present  the  de- 
posit book."  So  a  payment  made  by  the  bank 
in  good  faith  and  in  the  exercise  of  due  care, 
to  any  person  who  produces  the  pass  book,  op- 
erates to  discharge  the  bank,  without  regard 
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Provideni  Inst,  for  Savings,  127  Mass.  183, 
34  Am.  Rep.  358;  Cosgriff  v.  Hudson  City 
8av,  Inst,  24  Misc.  4,  52  N.  Y.  Supp.  189; 
Riley  v.  Albany  8av.  Bank,  36  Hun,  513, 
Affirmed  in  103  N.  Y.  669. 

Defendant  was  only  required  to  use  or- 
dinary care  and  diligence,  and,  having 
performed  its  duty  in  that  respect,  it  is 
relieved   from   liability. 

Reed  v.  McGord,  160  N.  Y.  330,  64  N.  E. 
737;  McQuire  v.  Bell  Teleph.  Co.  167  N.  Y. 
208,  62  L.  R.  A.  437,  60  N.  E.  433;  Goneral 
Savings  Bank  Act,  Laws  1875,  §  408;  Ap- 
pleby V.  Erie  County  Sav.  Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12 ; 
People  V.  Third  Ave.  Sav.  Bank,  98  N.  Y. 
661;  Wall  v.  Emigrant  Industrial  Sav. 
Bank,  64  Hun,  252,  19  N.  Y.  Supp.  194; 
Hales  y.  Seamen's  Bank  for  Sa^ngs,  28 
App.  Div.  409,  51  N.  Y.  Supp.  140. 

Werner,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Upon  the  foregoing  facts  the  trial  court 
dismissed  the  complaint.  At  the  appellate 
division  the  judgment  entered  upon  that 
decision  was  unanimously  affirmed.  This 
court  must    therefore    assume    that    every 


fact  found  is  based  upon  sufficient  evidence 
{Marden  v.  Dorthy,  160  N.  Y.  39, 46  L.  R.  A. 
694,  54  N.  E.  726;  Reed  v.  McCord,  160  N. 
Y.  330,  54  N.  E.  737;  People  em  rel.  Man 
hattan  R.  Co.  v.  Barker,  152  N.  Y.  417,  46 
N.  E.  875),  and  the  judgment  must  be 
sustained  unless  the  conclusion  of  law  upon 
which  it  is  predicated  is  erroneous,  or 
other  fatal  errors  affect  the  rulings  made 
upon  the  trial. 

The  immediate  question  presented  by 
this  appeal  is  whether,  upon  the  record  be- 
fore us,  the  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover; 
and,  as  the  decision  of  this  question  neces- 
sarily involves  an  inquiry  into  the  duties 
and  responsibilities  of  savings  banks  to- 
ward their  depo^tors,  the  case  is  one  of 
more  than  ordinary  professional  interest 
and  practical  importance.  Savings  banks 
are  prominent  factors  in  our  modem  busi- 
ness life.  Many  of  them  count  their  de- 
posits by  the  millions,  and  number  their 
depositors  by  the  thousands.  Many,  if 
not  most,  of  these  depositors  are  persons 
in  the  humbler  walks  of  life,  living  in 
widely  scattered  sections  of  their  re- 
spective  communities,   visiting    the    banks 


to  whether  the  person  is  entitled  to  draw  the 
money.  Cosgrove  v.  Provident  Inst,  for  Sav- 
ings, 64  N.  J.  L.  653.  46  Atl.  617,  Reversing 
64  N.  J.  L.  89,  44  Atl.  936. 

This  is  to  be  contrasted  with  a  case  In  the 
New  York  court  of  appeals,  Smith  v.  Brooklyn 
Sav.  Bank,  101  N.  Y.  68,  64  Am.  Dec.  663,  4 
N.  E.  123.  There  the  by-laws  provided  that 
'*all  payments  made  by  the  bank  upon  the  pre- 
sentation of  the  pass  book,  and  duly  entered 
therein,  will  he  regarded  as  binding  upon  the 
depositor;  money  may  also  be  drawn  upon  the 
written  order  of  the  depositor  or  his  attorney 
when  accompanied  by  the  pass  book."  It  was 
held  that,  although  it  might  have  been  Intended 
by  the  bank  In  framing  the  by-law  that  the 
phrase  "all  payments"  should  mean  any  sum  of 
money  delivered  by  it  to  any  person  who  might, 
for  the  time  being,  have  In  his  possession  the 
pass  book,  yet.  In  order  to  make  that  under- 
standing obligatory  upon  the  customer,  it  was 
also  necessary  that  he  should  have  a  similar  un- 
derstanding, or  that  the  by-law  should  have 
been  expressed  in  language  incapable  of  any 
other  fair  construction;  the  phrase  "all  pay- 
ments" could  not  be  construed  to  mean  any 
sums  which  the  bank  might  choose  to  dis- 
burse, regardless  of  the  person  to  whom  they 
were  made ;  so  payment  could  be  legally  made 
only  to  the  depositor  or  his  authorized  repre- 
sentative, and,  in  order  to  constitute  any  other 
transaction  a  payment,  it  is  essential  to  its 
validity  that  it  should  be  authorized  by  the 
person  entitled  to  demand  it.  The  by-law 
seemed  to  contemplate  but  two  modes  of  pay- 
ment, both  requiring  the  presentation  of  the 
pass  book,  one  providing  for  payment  to  the  de- 
positor personally,  and  the  other  for  payment  In 
his  absence  to  a  third  person,  presenting  with 
the  pass  book  a  written  order  of  the  depositor. 
Hence,  when  the  bank  paid  an  account  to  a 
stranger  presenting  the  pass  t>ook,  but  without 
finr  wrftten  order  of  the  depositor,  genuine  or 
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forged,  if  the  bank'  were  excused  for  making 
such  a  payment  to  a  strahger  having  only  the 
pass  book,  the  provision  authorizing  the  pay- 
ment to  a  stranger  having  both  book  and  order 
would  be  unmeaning. 

It  was  declared,  also,  that  the  case  was  not 
affected  by  the  decisions  in  Schoenwald  v.  Met- 
ropolitan Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  Y.  418,  and  similar 
cases  where  the  language  of  the  by-law  provid- 
ed plainly  for  payment  to  other  persons  than 
the  depositor. 

The  by-law  may  be  so  loosely  or  liberally 
drawn,  on  the  other  hand,  as  to  afford  little 
protection  to  the  bank  for  payment,  even  if 
made  with  due  care,  to  one  not  entitled  to  It. 

So  although  the  bank  book  itself  had  printed 
upon  Its  cover:    "Caution  to  depositors.     This 
book  should  be  preserved  with  great  care.      If 
It  should  be   lost  give   immediate  information 
to  this  office," — when  It  also  contained  a  copy 
of  one  of  its  by-laws,  to  the  effect  that  "pay- 
ment on  deposits  shall  be  made  only   to    the 
depositor  or  to  His  or  her  order,  or  the   de 
posltor's  legal  representatives,  on  the  presenta- 
tion of  the  depositor's  book ;"  and  payment  was 
made  to  a  person  who  presented  the  bank  book 
with    a    forged    order. — under    these    circum- 
stances the  court  held  that  the  forged  authority 
was  no  authority  at  all ;  and  the  presentation 
of  the  book  alone  Is  of  no  greater  effect,  for  the 
book   was   not   negotiable   and   might   be    pre- 
sented by  a  thief,  as  was  the  case;  in  addition, 
the  book  Itself  denied  the  legality  of  the   pay- 
ment, for  the  by-laws  as  well  as  the  printed 
caution  pointed  out  how  the  money  shoiilJ   be 
drawn,    and    such    a    bonk    ought    not    to     be 
clothed  with  the  character  of  a  blank  power  of 
attorney.     So,  although  It  was  said  that  there 
was  great  difficulty  in  conducting  this  kind  of 
business  If  more  than  the  book  was  required  as 
an  authority  for  payment,  that  many  of  the  de- 
positors could  not  be  identified  by  their  hand- 
writing, and  that  It  was  quite  Inipractlcable  to 
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infrequently  having  no  personal  acquaint- 
ance with  bank  officials  or  employees,  and 
no  convenient  or  satisfactory  means  of  im- 
mediate identification  when  their  identity 
is  questioned.  These  conditions  are  in 
striking  contrast  with  those  which  prevail 
in  the  intercourse  between  the  officers  and 
employees  of  discount  banks  and  their  pa- 
trons. The  majority  of  the  latter  are  per- 
sons actively  engaged  in  business,  making 
daily,  or  at  least  frequent,  visits  to  their 
respective  banks.  Their  signatures  are 
familiar  to  the  officers  and  employees  of 
the  banks,  and  if,  now  and  then,  there  is 
need  of  identification,  it  can  usually  be  fur- 
nished without  much  difficulty.  These  con- 
siderations clearly  indicate  the  difference 
between  the  two  classes  of  banks,  as  well 
as  the  necessity  for  the  law  which  permits 
savings  banks  to  adopt  reasonable  rules, 
adapted  to  the  nature  of  their  business, 
which  rules,  when  properly  adopted  and 
promulgated,  are  binding  upon  them,  their 
depositors,  and  those  who  succeed  to  their 
interests.  Outside  of  these  special  rules, 
however,  there  are  many  questions  affect- 
ing the   interests    of    savings    banks    and 


their  depositors  which  must  be  determined 
by  broad  and  comprehensive  legal  rules  of 
general  application.  One  of  these  ques- 
tions arises  out  of  the  relations  between 
savings  banks  and  the  legal  representatives 
of  deceased  depositors.  What  degree  of  care 
must  a  savings  bank  exercise  in  paying 
money  out  of  a  depositor's  account  after 
his  death,  upon  the  production  of  his  bank 
book,  and  the  presentation  of  a  draft  pur- 
porting to  bear  his  signature,  when  the 
bank  has  had  no  actual  notice  of  the  de- 
positor's death,  and  nothing  has  trans- 
pired to  charge  it  with  knowledge  of  that 
fact?  That  is  the  question  which  under- 
lies all  other  questions  in  this  case. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  said  concern- 
ing the  relations  of  savings  banks  and 
their  depositors  towards  each  other,  it  be- 
Qomes  obvious  that  any  general  rule  that 
would  require  savings  banks  to  act  in 
such  circumstances  at  their  peril,  without 
regard  to  the  degree  of  care  exercised, 
would  ultimately  cast  as  great  a  burden  up- 
on depositors  and  their  legal  representa- 
tives as  upon  the  banks,  and  would  dis- 
astrously affect  the  beneficent  work  which 


know  them  personally  or  their  places  of  resi- 
dence, which  were  constantly  shifting,  yet  with 
out  some  agreement  to  that  effect  these  in- 
conveniences could  not  annul  the  application  of 
the  principles  of  the  common  law.  And  even 
the  general  practice  in  the  city,  of  paying  in 
this  way,  could  not  Justify  the  payment,  be- 
cause the  bank  declared  that  the  money  was 
payable  to  the  depositor  or  his  order  or  his 
legal  representatives  on  the  presentation  of  the 
book;  and,  further,  such  a  practice  could  not 
of  itself  alter  the  general  law.  Eaves  v. 
People's  Sav.  Bank,  27  Conn.  229,  71  Am.  Dec. 
59. 

And  when  the  by-laws  printed  in  the  pass 
book  provided  that  the  depositor,  in  order 
to  draw,  most  present  the  book  at  the  hank, 
if  he  drew  it  personally,  or  that  an  ab- 
sent depositor  could  draw  his  deposit  on 
his  order  or  check,  properly  witnessed;  and 
when  the  book,  with  a  forged  order,  was  pre- 
sented by  a  stranger  without  the  authority  of 
the  depositor,  but  the  order  was  without  wit- 
nesses as  the  by-law  required, — it  was  held  that 
the  bank  was  liable  for  the  amount  to  the  de- 
positor, for  the  money  was  paid  out  in  viola- 
tion of  the  contract  between  the  bank  and  the 
depositor.  It  could  not  be  pretended  that  the 
money  was  paid  out  in  conformity  to  the  by-law 
in  regard  to  payment,  since  the  order  was  not 
only  forged,  but  it  was  also  not  witnessed. 
People's  Sav.  Bank  v.  Cupps,  91  Pa.  815. 

In  Chasb  v.  Watekbuby  Sav.  Bank  the  by- 
law (i  15)  on  which  the  defendant  bank  relied 
was  strongly  stated  in  order  to  afford  im- 
munity to  the  bank,  and  nominally  released  it 
from  "any"  liability  on  account  of  "any"  fraud 
practised  on  it;  and,  in  holding  that  the  bank 
was  still  bound  to  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
the  decision  is  apparently  contrary  to  that  of 
I^vy  V.  Franklin  Sav.  Bank,  117  Mass.  448, 
»upra,  although  the  Connecticut  court  declares 
that  the  Intent  of  the  bank  was  not  to  release 
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it  from  responsibility  for  losses  which  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care  it  could  prevent. 

b.  By-law  providing  for  payment  to  the  deposit- 
or'a  representative  after  his  death. 

The  application  to  the  rule  of  reasonable  care 
of  a  by-law  (in  addition  to  that  providing  that 
all  payments  to  persons  producing  the  deposit 
books  shall  be  valid  payments  to  discharge  the 
bank)  to  the  effect  that  after  the  death  of  a  de- 
positor his  account  "shall  be  paid  to  his  legal 
representative"  presents  the  question  of  the 
construction  of  two  inconsistent  terms  of  the 
same  contract,  and  is  the  subject  of  difference 
of  opinion  in  Khllvy  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank. 

In  that  case  the  prevailing  opinion  (dis- 
tinguishing Mahon  v.  South  Brooklyn  Sav.  Inst. 
176  N.  Y.  69,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  67  N.  B.  118) 
is  to  the  effect  that  the  provision  as  to  the 
payment  upon  the  death  of  the  depositor  does 
not  prevail,  so  as  to  charge  the  bank,  unless 
the  bank  has  notice  of  the  death;  while  the 
opinion  of  Vann,  J.,  maintains  that  the  lack 
of  notice  will  not  protect  the  bank,  and  that  un- 
der the  by-law  involved  the  bank  is  absolutely 
liable. 

Several  cases  have  been  decided  which  are 
nearly  in  point. 

In  Hunter  v.  Wallace,  14  U.  C.  Q.  B.  205, 
the  deposit  was  made  according  to  an  arrange- 
ment to  the  effect  that  any  person  producing 
the  pass  book  should  be  entitled  to  receive  the 
amount  of  the  account;  and  upon  a  payment, 
after  the  depositor's  death,  of  which  the  bank 
had  notice,  to  a  mere  connection  of  the  de- 
positor, who  pretended  to  be  entitled  to  receive 
It,  it  was  held  that,  whatever  the  special  agree- 
ment was  between  the  depositor  and  the  bank 
offlcer,  it  was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the 
depositor,  and  the  bank  was  bound,  when  its 
officer  became  aware  of  the  death,  to  retain  the 
money  until  some  one  legally  authorised  should 
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such  institutions  are  designed  to  accom- 
plish. If  it  were  the  duty  of  savings 
banks  to  establish  at  all  hazards  the  iden- 
tity of  every  person  presenting  a  deposi- 
tor's bank  book  and  draft,  it  would  be 
quite  as  impossible  for  them  to  continue 
business  as  it  would  be  for  some  persons 
to  avail  themselves  of  the  best-known  and 
most  generally  approved  method  of  invest- 
ing and  accumulating  the  fruits  of  frugal 
and  patient  economy.  The  same  would  be 
true  of  any  other  rule  so  onerous  in  its 
operation  that  such  institutions  could  not 
do  business  without  great  inconvenience 
both  to  them  and  their  depositors.  A 
single  illustration  will  suffice  to  demon- 
strate this.  Take  the  case  of  a  large  sav- 
ings bank,  with  so  many  accounts  that  it 
is  impossible  for  the  paying  teller  to  know 
each  depositor.  It  would  be  utterly  im- 
practicable to  do  business  if  each  applica- 
tion for  a  withdrawal  of  money  had  to  be 
delayed  until  a  searching  inquiry  could  be 
made  as  to  the  regularity  of  the  transaction. 
But  even  if  such  a  course  were  possible, 
so  far  as  the  bank  were  concerned,  what 
would  be  the  effect  upon  the  poor  and  iin- 


demand  it,  and  was,  of  course,  in  the  meantime 
bound  to  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care. 

So  under  by-laws  providing,  in  the  first  place, 
that  ail  payments  to  any  person  producing 
the  pass  boolc  should  be  valid  payments,  where 
the  banic,  having  notice  of  the  depositor's  death, 
negligently  paid  to  a  third  person,  undeniably 
the  rule  stated  was  materially  qualified,  if  it 
was  not  made  entirely  inapplicable,  by  another 
and  later  by-law  providing  that  on  the  death  of 
a  depositor  the  amount  standing  to  his  credit 
should  be  paid  to  his  legal  representative,  and 
hence  the  question  of  negligence  in  the  bank 
should  not  be  taken  from  the  Jury.  Farmer  v. 
Manhattan  Sav.  Inst.  60  Hun,  462,  15  N.  Y. 
Supp.  285. 

And  (following  Farmer  v.  Manhattan  Sav. 
Inst.^  it  was  held  in  Podmore  v.  South  Brook- 
lyn Sav.  Inst.  48  App.  Div.  218,  62  N.  Y.  Supp. 
961,  when  the  usaal  by-law  to  the  effect  that 
all  payments  to  persons  producing  pass  books 
should  be  valid  immediately  follows  another 
providing,  as  before,  that  on  the  death  of  a  de- 
positor his  account  shall  be  paid  to  his  legal 
representative,  the  one  first  mentioned  (and 
coming  later  in  the  by-laws)  applies  only  to 
payments  made  during  the  life  of  the  depositor, 
or,  at  most,  without  notice  of  his  death.  And 
upon  appeal  to  the  court  of  appeals  this  Judg- 
ment was  affirmed  in  175  N.  Y.  69,  06  Am.  St. 
Rep.  603,  67  N.  E.  118,  the  court  saying  that 
the  exclusion  of  evidence  offered  by  the  de- 
fendant bank  to  show  that  the  bank  exercised 
due  care  in  making  the  payment  was  proper, 
for  the  reason  that  the  rule  of  diligence  invoked 
by  the  bank  applied  only  to  the  case  of  a  liv- 
ing depositor,  and  not  to  the  case  of  a  dead  one, 
who  was  unable  to  protect  himself. 

The  real  effect  of  this  case  is  borne  out  by  a 
recent  case  in  the  appellate  division,  which, 
being  based  upon  practically  the  same  facts  as 
Kbllbt  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Baxk,  would  seem  to 
have  been  overruled  by  the  latter.  This  case 
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known  depositor,  whose  place  of  residence 
may  be  remote  from  the  banking  house, 
and  who  may  have  no  acquaintance  with 
anyone  who  would  be  of  the  slightest 
ussistanoe  in  identifying  himT  He  would 
have  no  way  of  getting  money  that  right- 
fully belonged  to  him,  or,  at  least,  might 
find  his  efforts  in  that  directon  so  burden- 
some aa  to  amount  to  the  same  thing. 
This  is  not  an  extreme  illustration,  but 
one  that  is  fairly  typical  of  the  relations 
between  great  savings  banks  located  in 
large  centers  of  population,  with  many  de- 
positors, whose  accounts  are  small,  and 
whose  deposits  are  mfide  at  rare  intervals. 
Upon  reflection  it  becomes  obvious,  there- 
fore, that  the  only  practicable  general  rule 
to  which  savings  banks  can  be  safely  held 
in  such  dealings  is  the  rule  of  ordinaiy 
care,  leaving  it  to  be  applied  in  the  light  of 
the  special  circumstances  that  characterize 
each  separate  case.  This  is  the  rule  that 
has  been  laid  down  by  this  court  in  a 
variety  of  similar  cases.  8choenu>ald  v. 
Metropolitan  Sav.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418; 
Appleby  v.  Erie  County  Sav,  Bank,  62  N. 
Y.  12;    Kummel  y.  Germania   Sao,    Bank, 


declares  tlmt  a  bank,  although  without  knowl- 
edge of  the  depositor's  death,  paying  out  his 
account  to  the  depositor's  attorney  in  fact,  must 
make  it  good  to  the  administrator.  Hoffmann 
V.  Union  Dime  Sav.  Inst.  95  App.  Div.  329,  88 
N.  Y.  Supp.  686.  Affirming  on  this  point  41 
Misc.  617,  85  N.  Y.  Supp.  16. 

For  treatment  of  the  question  of  limits  of 
the  rule  of  reasonable  care  as  applied  to  pay- 
ment after  the  depositor's  death,  vide  infra, 
IV.  e. 


III.  The  bindinff  effeot  of  the  by4aw9  upon  the 
depositor. 

a.  Assent  by  the  depositor. 

In  most  cases  the  depositor,  when  the  first 
deposit  is  made,  is  required  to  subscribe  the 
rules  and  by-laws  of  the  institution,  so  that 
there  can  be  no  question  of  his  being  bound 
by  them.  In  most  cases,  also,  the  by-laws  are 
printed  at  length  in  the  deposit  book,  and  the 
attention  of  the  recipient  is  then  called  to  them 
at  thu  time  the  book  is  given,  which  will  have 
the  same  effect. 

But,  nevertheless,  even  if  the  attention  of 
the  depositor  is  not  specifically  called  to  the 
rules  in  his  book,  he  assents  to  them  when  he 
receives  the  book  containing  them,  he  becomes 
legally  chargeable  with  knowledge  of  them,  and 
they  become  a  part  of  his  contract  with  the 
bank.  Heath  v.  Portsmouth  Sav.  Bank,  46  N. 
H.  78,  88  Am.  Dec.  194;  Hayden  v.  Brooklyn 
Sav.  Bank,  15  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  297 ;  Schoenwaid 
V.  Metropolitan  Sav.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418,  Re- 
versing 1  Jones  &  S.  440. 

And  where  the  by-laws  required  that  each 
depositor  should  subscribe  the  rules  and  agree 
to  be  bound  by  them,  but  one  depositor  was  not 
present  and  did  not  sign  them,  by  holding  the 
book  having  the  by-laws  printed  in  it  as  his 
voucher,  and  continuing  to  make  deposits,  be 
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127  N.  Y.  488,  13  L.  R.  A.  786,  28  N.  E. 
308. 

In  the  case  of  AUen  y.  Williamahurgh 
8av.  Bank,  69  N.  Y.  314,  the  wife  of  a  de- 
positor had  wrongfully  secured  possession 
of  his  pass  book,  forged  his  signature  to  a 
draft,  and  obtained  payment  from  the 
bank.  But  there  the  bank  had  adopted  a 
special  by-law  requiring  it  to  use  its  best 
efforts  to  prevent  fraud,  and  this  was  con- 
strued to  bind  the  bank  to  a  higher  degree 
of  care  than  that  enjoined  by  the  general 
rule. 

It  is  to  be  observed  that  all  of  the  cases 
above  cited  present  instances  of  payments 
to  the  wrong  persons  during  the  lifetime 
of  the  depositors,  and  it  is  true  that,  in 
construing  certain  rules  so  generally 
adopted  by  savings  banks  as  to  have  ac- 
quired almost  the  binding  force  of  statutes, 
it  has  been  held  by  this  court  that  there  is 
a  difference  between  the  relations  of  a 
savings  bank  and  a  living  depositor,  on  the 
one  hand,  and  the  relations  of  such  a  bank 
and  the  legal  representatives  of  a  deceased 
depositor,  on  the  other  hand.  The  rules 
referred  to  are  among  the  by-laws  adopted 


and  promulgated  by  the  defendant  bank, 
and  are  as  follows:  "The  secretary  will 
endeavor  to  prevent  frauds,  but  all  pay- 
ments made  to  persons  producing  the  de- 
posit books,  or  duplicates  thereof,  shall  be 
good  and  valid  payments  to  the  depositors 
respectively."  "On  the  decease  of  any  de- 
positor the  amount  standing  to  the  credit 
of  the  deceased  shall  be  paid  to  his  or  her 
legal  representatives  when  legally  demand- 
ed." In  the  recent  case  of  Mahon  v.  South 
Brooklyn  8av.  Inst  176  N.  Y.  69,  96  Am. 
St.  Rep.  603,  67  N.  E.  118,  we  had  oc- 
casion to  discuss  the  effect  of  these  two 
rules;  and,  as  bearing  upon  the  defense 
that  the  bank  had  exercised  due  diligence 
in  paying  out  money  upon  the  account  of  a 
deceased  depositor,  we  said:  "The  rule  of 
diligence  invoked  by  the  defendant  bank 
applies  only  to  the  case  of  a  living  deposi- 
tor. When,  through  a  depositor's  care- 
lessness, his  bank  book  gets  into  the  hands 
of  a  third  person,  who  presents  it  to  the 
bank,  the  latter  may  show  its  care  and 
diligence  in  making  payment  to  the  person 
presenting  the  pass  book,  and  thus  pro- 
tect itself  against  a  second    demand    for 


became  bound  by  tbe  rules.  Ladd  ▼.  Angusta 
8aT.  Bank,  96  Me.  616.  68  L.  R.  A.  288,  62  Atl. 
1012. 

When,  also,  the  depositor  was  present,  but 
was  not  compelled  to  subscribe  the  rules,  and 
they  provided  that  the  deiK>sltor  must  so  sub- 
scribe and  by  that  act  be  considered  as  as- 
senting-to  the  by-laws,  it  was  held  that  the 
fact  that  the  bank  took  the  deposit  without 
requiring  his  assent  by  subscribing  the  by-laws 
was  not  conclusive  that  he  did  not  assent  to 
them,  that  being  only  one  method  of  assent; 
and  by  receiTlng  and  holding  the  book  contain- 
ing the  by-laws,  of  which  he  had  actual  knowl- 
edge, he  must  be  taken  to  have  actually  as- 
sented to  them,  except  that  one  which  he  knew 
was  not  complied  with.  Glfford  v.  Rutland  Say. 
Bank,  63  VL  108,  11  L.  R.  A.  794,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  744,  21  AU.  840. 

And  when  an  illiterate  depositor  subscribed 
the  by-laws,  but  the  bank  had  no  notice  of  his 
inabiiity  to  read,  it  had  the  right  to  assume 
that  he  had  read  them  and  knew  their  contents, 
and  he  was  bound  by  them,  as  was  his  legal 
representatiye  after  his  death.  Donlan  v. 
ProTident  Inst,  for  Savings,  127  Mass.  188,  84 
Am.  Kep.  368. 

Where  the  by-laws,  as  contained  in  the  de- 
posit book  giTen  the  depositor  at  the  time  of  her 
first  deposit,  were  later  amended  so  as  to  make 
the  responsibility  of  tbe  bank  for  payments  to 
fraudulent  claimants  less  stringent,  but  no  no- 
ttee  of  the  change  was  imputable  to  the  depos- 
itor; and  after  the  change  several  payments 
were  made  to  a  fraudulent  claimant, — although 
the  bank  contended  that  the  by-law  later  added 
became  incorporated  into  the  contract  between 
the  parties,  under  the  general  statute  which 
proTided  that  the  deposits  migbt  be  withdrawn 
in  such  manner  as  the  by-laws  directed,  and  un- 
der another  by-law  which  was  in  force  at  the 
time  of  tbe  flrst  deposit,  to  the  effect  that 
rhangen  might  be  made  In  the  by-laws,  and  ex- 
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pressing  the  depositor's  agreement  to  abide  by 
the  regulations  of  the  institution  as  expressed 
in  the  by-laws,  it  was  decided  that  the  power  to 
change  the  by-laws  did  not  empower  the  bank  to 
change  the  contract  which  the  parties  bad  made 
(thus  really  begging  the  question,  since  the  ques- 
tion was.  What  was  the  contract?)  ;  and  au- 
thority to  make  such  a  material  change  in  the 
contract,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  de- 
positor, could  not  be  inferred  from  her  agree- 
ment to  abide  by  the  regulations  of  the  insti- 
tution. Klmlns '  T.  Boston  Fiye  Cents  Sav. 
Bank,  141  Mass.  88,  66  Am.  Rep.  441,  6  N.  B. 
242. 

Where  a  bank  had  a  standing  rule  to  the 
effect  that  anyone  presenting  a  pass  book 
should  be  taken  to  be  the  depositor,  or  to  have 
a  genuine  order  from  him  if  he  presented  an 
order,  and  that  payment  to  him  should  be 
good  against  the  depositor;  but  there  was  no 
evidence  that  this  rule,  although  one  of  general 
notoriety  in  regard  to  all  the  savings  banks  in 
the  city,  had  been  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  depositor, — this  was  not  binding  upon  him, 
when  a  by-law,  which  undoubtedly  was  bind- 
ing upon  both  parties,  provided  that  the  ac- 
count should  be  paid  to  the  depositor,  or  to  his 
order,  or  to  his  legal  representative.  Eaves  v. 
People's  Sav.  Bank,  27  Conn.  229,  71  Am.  Dec. 
69. 

Under  the  New  York  statute  of  1876,  chap. 
371,  i  23,  a  savings  bank  depending  upon  its 
by-laws  for  its  defense  in  an  action  by  a  de- 
positor to  recover  moneys  paid  out  by  it  to  a 
fraudulent  claimant,  must  show  affirmatively 
that  it  has  complied  with  the  provision  of  that 
statute  directing  that  the  bank  shall  put  up 
in  some  conspicuous  place,  where  its  business 
is  transacted,  the  regulations  for  payments  of 
deposits,  and  that  they  shall  be  printed  in  the 
pass  book ;  and  it  is  not  an  excuse  for  failure 
to  comply  with  the  law  that  the  regulations 
were  printed  in  the  pass  hook,  wheajthe  deposit- 
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payment  by  the  careless  depositor.  But 
the  by-law  which  is  designed  to  protect 
the  bank  in  such  a  case  must  be  read  in 
connection  with  the  other  by-law,  which 
provides  that,  after  the  depositor's  death, 
payment  must  be  made  *to  his  or  her  legal 
representatives.*  This  latter  by-law  is  for 
the  protection  of  the  depositor,  who  can  no 
longer  protect  himself,  and  therefore  the 
bank  is  bound  to  see  that  payment  was 
made  to  the  proper  person.  Payment  to 
any  other  person  is  made  at  the  bank's 
peril."  That  case  is  now  relied  upon  by 
the  appellant.  As  applied  to  the  facts 
there  established,  the  language  just  quoted 
was  precise  and  correct,  because  the  bank 
had  knowledge  of  the  depositor's  death, 
and  assumed  to  pay  out  the  money  credit- 
ed to  her  account  to  one  who  claimed  it  by 
virtue  of  an  alleged  gift  causa  mortis^ 
which  the  trial  court  found  had  never 
been  made;  and  the  unanimous  affirmance 
of  that  finding  of  fact  by  the  appellate  di- 
vision left  this  court  no  alternative  but  to 
apply  the  rule  there  laid  down.  In  that 
ease  the  finding  of  fact  clearly  established 
the  absence  of  ordinary  eare,  and  the  de- 


cision reached  by  this  court  was  the  only 
logical  sequence  of  the  finding.  The  lan- 
guage of  the  opinion  is  general  and  com- 
prehensive, but  of  that  it  is  enough  to 
say  that  judicial  discussion  is  to  be  lim- 
ited to  what  is  actually  decided.  People 
ex  rel.  Metropolitan  Street  R,  Co.  v.  State 
Taa  Comrs.  174  N.  Y.  417,  63  L.  R.  A. 
884,  67  N.  E.  69. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  situation  is 
different.  While  there  is  no  direct  finding 
to  the  effect  that  the  officers  of  the  re- 
spondent bank  had  no  knowledge  of  Ellen 
Neville's  death,  that  is  the  direct  and  in- 
evitable implication  of  the  other  findings; 
and  thus  the  question  that  remains  to  be 
discussed  is  whether  the  findings  as  to 
what  the  officers  of  the  bank  actually  did, 
support  the  l^al  conclusion  that  they 
were  not  guilty  of  negligence  in  making 
payments  to  the  persons  who  presented  the 
decedent's  pass  book  and  drafts  purporting 
to  have  been  signed  by  her.  The  substance 
of  the  findings  upon  that  subject  is  that 
a  critical  examination  and  comparison  of 
the  signatures  on  the  several  drafts  re- 
ferred to  with  the  true  signature  of  the 


or  did  not  read  them.     Kretm  v.  East  Side  Sav. 
Bank,  60  N.  Y.  8.  R.  273,  21  N.  Y.  Supp.  652. 

In  the  case  of  a  savings  bank  organized  under 
the  Michigan  general  banking  law,  by  which 
the  profits  belong  to  the  stockholders,  and  not 
to  the  depositors,  the  by-laws  of  which  provided 
that,  "while  the  officers  of  this  institution  will 
do  their  utmost  to  prevent  fraud,  yet,  as  they 
will  be  unable  to  identify  every  depositor,  this 
institution  will  not  be  responsible  for  loss  sus- 
tained when  a  book  has  been  mislaid,  stolen, 
or  lost,  if,  before  the  cashier  is  notified  thereof, 
such  book  be  paid  ;*'  and  that  the  owner  is  re- 
quired to  give  immediate  notice  of  the  loss  of 
the  Ijook:  but  there  was  nothing  to  indicate 
that  the  depositor's  attention  had  been  called 
to  the  by-laws,  or  that  he  had  even  read  them, 
— it  was  held  that  the  decision  cited  by  the 
bank,  in  Mnine,  Massachusetts,  and  New  York, 
were  in  regard  to  savlnjn  banks  which  were 
created  and  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  de- 
positors, instead  of  the  stockholders,  and  the 
conditions  are  so  unlike  those  in  Michigan  that 
the  decisions  are  not  controlling  in  that  state, 
where  the  officers  of  the  bank  are  the  agents  of 
the  stockholders  and  not  of  the  depositors,  so 
that  the  relation  of  debtor  and  creditor  sub- 
sisted between  the  bank  and  the  depositor, 
and  the  general  rule  would  apply  that  the  by- 
laws of  the  corporation  are  binding  upon  none 
but  its  members  and.  officers ;  hence,  a  by-law 
passed  by  the  bank  is  not  a  by-law  of  a  de- 
positor, and,  i"!  the  effect  of  it  Is  to  change  the 
relation  of  the  creditor  to  the  debtor  so  as  to 
relieve  the  obligation  of  the  debtor  to  the  cred- 
itor, the  creditor  must  have  his  attention  called 
to  the  by-law  in  such  a  way  that  he  shall  under- 
stand its  eCTect  before  he  is  bound  by  It. 
Ackenhausen  v.  People's  Sav.  Bank.  110  Mich. 
175,  33  L.  R.  A.  408,  64  Am.  St.  Bep.  388,  68 
N.  W.  118. 
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b.  What  te  a  reasonable  by-Ioic. 

In  several  tnstances  Judicial  decisions  have 
been  made  as  to  the  validity  of  the  by-laws  of 
savings  banks,  as  affected  by  their  reasonable- 
ness. 

So  in  Hayden  v.  Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  15  Abb. 
Pr.  N.  S.  297,  a  regulation  providing,  as  the 
by-laws  usually  do,  that  payments  to  persons 
producing  the  pass  book  should  be  good  and 
valid  paymptits  to  the  depositor,  was  approved. 
(But  in  Kelly  v.  Emigrant  Industrial  Sav. 
Bank,  2  Daly,  227,  half  the  court  held  that  a 
by-law  to  the  effect  that  '^payments  to  persons 
producing  the  pass  book  shall  be  valid  pay- 
ments to  discbarge  the  bank*'  was  void  as  not 
within  the  powers  of  a  savings  bank,  granted 
by   its  charter.) 

By-laws  requiring  the  depositor,  at  the  time 
his  deposit  book  is  given  him,  to  sign  the  book 
kept  for  that  purpose,  and  providing  that  he 
shall  by  that  act  be  considered  as  assenting  to 
and  being  bound  by  the  by-laws,  and  also  that 
the  bank  will  not  be  responsible  for  loss  sus- 
tained when  a  depositor  has  not  given  notice 
that  his  book  has  been  lost  or  stolen,  if  It  is 
paid  on  presentment. — were  sustained  as  rea- 
sonable and  binding  on  the  depositor.  In  Olfford 
V.  Rutland  Sav.  Bank,  63  Vt.  108,  11  L.  R.  A. 
794,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  744.  21  Atl.  340. 

This  Is  similar  to  the  by-law  held  to  be 
reasonable  in  Langdalb  v.  Citizens'  Bank. 

A  more  stringent  rule  is  approved  in  Burrill 
V.  Dollar  Sav.  Bank,  92  Pa.  134,  37  Am.  Rep. 
669,  providing,  in  exact  terms,  that  "if  any 
person  shall  present  a  deposit  book  at  the 
office  of  this  corporation,  and  allege  himself  or 
herself,  untruly,  to  be  the  depositor  named  there- 
in, and  shall  thereby  obtain  from  the  officers 
of  this  coi*poratlon  the  amount  deposited,  or 
any  part  thereof,  and  the  actual  depositor  shall 
not  have  given  previous  notice  at  the  office  of 
his  or  her  book  having  been  lost  or  taken  from 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Kelley  v.  Buffau)  Savings  Bank. 


327 


decedent  would  have  disclosed  the  fax;t 
that  the  signatures  on  the  drafts  were  not 
genuine;  that  the  officers  of  the  bank 
made  no  critical  examination  or  physical 
comparison  of  the  signatures  on  the  drafts 
with  the  genuine  signature  of  the  de- 
cedent, entered  and  signed  in  the  bank's 
signature  l^ook;  and  that  the  officers  of 
the  bank  made  no  effort,  by  a  critical  ex- 
amination  or  physical  comparison,  to  as- 
certain the  genuineness  of  the  signatures 
on  the  drafts,  or  to  ascertain  the  identity 
of  the  person  presenting  the  same.  The 
use  of  the  disjunctive  "or"  in  these  find- 
ings separates  that  portion  of  them  which 
relates  to  a  critical  examination  of  the 
signatures  from  that  which  relates  to  a 
physical  comparison  thereof,  and,  fairly 
construed,  they  import  that  no  physical 
comparison  of  the  signatures  was  made  by 
the  officers  of  the  bank.  These  two  find- 
ings are  not  necessarily  inconsistent  with 
each  other,  but  they  are  so  divergent  as  to 
entitle  the  appellant  to  the  benefit  of  the 
one  most  favorable  to  her.  Redfield  v. 
Redfield,  110  N.  Y.  671,  18  N.  E.  373. 
Whether  the  failure  to  make    a    physical 


him  or  her,   this  corporation   will   not  he  re- 
sponsible for  the  loss. 


IV.  LimiU  of  the  application  of  the  rule  requir- 

ing reasonable  oare, 

m.  In  generat 

The  standard  of  care  which  will  determine 
the  bank's  liability  for  payment  to  a  fraudulent 
claimant  is  that  degree  of  care  which  persons 
of  average  prudence  exercise,  and  not  the  de- 
gree of  care  ordinarily  exercised  by  the  bank  in 
the  conduct  of  Its  business.  Brown  v.  Merri- 
mack River  Sav.  Bank,  07  N.  H.  549,  68  Am. 
8t  Rep.  700,  30  Atl.  836. 

It  Is  necessary,  however,  for  the  depositor, 
in  an  action  for  the  amount  of  his  deposit,  to 
give  proof  of  facts  tending  to  show  a  failure 
to  exercise  reasonable  care  and  prudence  in  dis- 
bar»ing  the  money;  and  where  the  record  pre- 
sents no  proof  of  such  facts  upon  which  neg- 
ligence by  the  bank's  officials  can  possibly  be 
predicated,  there  Is  no  question  for  submis- 
sion to  the  Jury,  and  a  nonsuit  is  proper.    Israel 

V.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank,  0  Daly,  507. 

Where  the  plaintiff  testified  that  she  had  not 
received  the  money  which  the  defendant  al- 
leged had  been  drawn  by  her,  a  nonsuit  was  im- 
properly allowed,  since  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  go  to  the  Jury  on  the  question  whether 
the  bank  had  exercised  proper  care  In  making 
the  pa3'ment8  alleged  by  it  to  have  been  made 
to  the  plaintiff,  under  the  usual  by-law  provid- 
ing that  "the  treasurer  will  endeavor  to  pre- 
rent  fraada,  but  all  payments  made  to  persons 
producing  the  pass  book  shall  be  deemed  valid 
payments.**  Fox  t.  Onondaga  County  Sav. 
Bank.  25  N.  Y.  S.  R.  672,  7  N.  Y.  Supp.  17. 

If  there  is  nothing  to  arouse  suspicion  in  the 
appearance  or  demeanor  of  a  person  presenting 
a  pass  book  for  payment,  the  fact  that  the  whole 
deposit  is  demanded  at  once  is  not,  as  a  matter 
69  L.  R.  A. 


comparison  of  the  signatures  in  the  case 
at  bar  was  consistent  with  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant bank  may  depend  upon  peculiar  facts 
which  are  not  found  in  the  record  before 
us.  The  finding  quoted  in  the  foregoing 
statement  of  facts,  to  the  effect  that  there 
was  no  such  disparity  or  difference  be- 
tween the  signature  of  said  Ellen  Neville 
upon  the  signature  book  of  the  defendant 
and  the  several  signatures  upon  five  checka 
as  to  create  doubt  or  misgiving  concern- 
ing the  genuineness  of  said  five  signatures 
in  the  mind  of  a  competent  and  reasonably 
careful  bank  officer,  when  presented  by  a 
person  unknown  to  him,  with  the  bank 
book,  and  that  therefore  the  bank  exercised 
due  care  and  caution,  and  was  not  guilty 
of  negligence,  is  really  a  conclusion  of 
law^,  and  not  a  finding  of  fact.  It  is  pos- 
sible that  there  may  be  special  cases  in 
which  it  may  not  be  necessary  for  bank 
officers  to  make  a  physical  comparison  be- 
tween one  signature  on  file  with  a  bank 
and  another  upon  a  draft  or  check  pre- 
sented to  it  for  payment,  but,  if  so,  there 
must  exist  some  unusual  and  pertinent  ex- 


of  law,  a  circumstance  to  cause  inquiry  or  sus- 
picion. Geltelsohn  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  17 
Misc.  574,  40  N.  Y.  Supp.  662,  Reversing  17 
Misc.  57,  39  N.  Y.  Supp.  840. 

b.  Payment  upon  fraudulent  claim  of  identity 

merely. 

In  many  of  the  earlier  cases  Involving  the 
liability  of  savings  banks  for  payments  to 
fraudulent  claimants  all  the  means  of  Iden- 
tification of  the  applicant  required  by  the  bank 
were,  first,  the  possession  of  the  bank  book, 
and  correct  responses  to  questions  put  to  him 
at  the  time  of  the  payment,  without  any  re- 
quirement that  the  applicant  make,  at  the  time, 
a  signature  to  be  compared  with  the  true 
signatuure  of  the  depositor,  kept  on  file.  In 
the  case  of  Illiterates,  who  constitute  a  large 
proportion  of  the  customers  of  most  savings 
banks,  this  Is  impossible,  but  the  practice  Is 
now  very  general  of  demanding  the  signature 
of  an  unknown  applicant. 

In  Smith  V.  Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  101  N.  Y. 
58,  54  Am.  Dec.  053,  4  N.  E.  123,  It  was  laid 
down  that  a  pass  book  Is  not  negotiable  paper, 
and  its  possession,  In  Itself,  as  bearing  upon 
the  question  of  the  bank's  negligence  In  pay- 
ing a  deposit,  constitutes  no  evidence  of  a  right 
to  draw  money  upon  It;  it  merely  imports  a 
liability  of  the  bank  to  the  depositor  for  the 
moneys  deposited,  and  an  agreement  to  repay 
them  at  such  time  and  In  such  manner  as  he 
shall  direct 

Since  that  case,  however,  it  has  been  de- 
clared by  an  Inferior  court,  under  a  particular 
by-law,  that  It  Is  error  for  the  court  to  charge 
that  possession  of  a  bank  book  by  a  stranger 
constitutes  no  evidence  of  the  right  to  draw 
money  upon  It,  since  this  completely  Ignores 
the  rule  under  which  the  deposit  Is  received, 
providing  that  the  pass  book  shall  be  the  evi- 
dence  of   the   depositor's   property   In   the   In- 
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cuse  that  is  not  discoverable  in  the  find- 
ings now  before  us,  tending  to  show  that 
the  failure  to  make  such  a  comparison  is 
not  at  variance  with  the  requirements  of 
ordinary  care.  We  think  the  finding  most 
favorable  to  the  appellant,  to  wit,  that  the 
defendant  made  no  physical  comparison  of 
the  signatures  upon  the  five  drafts  with 
the  signature  of  Ellen  Neville  in  the  de- 
fendant's signature  book,  does  not  support 
the  conclusion  of  law  to  the  effect  that  the 
complaint  should  be  dismissed,  and  for 
that  reason  the  judgment  herein  should 
be  reversed. 

This  view  of  the  case  renders  it  unneces- 
sary to  pass  upon  the  exceptions  to  rulings 
that  may  not  be  repeated  upon  another 
trial,  nor  upon  the  extent  of  the  appellant's 
rights  in  case  she  should  recover  a 
judgment,  and  it  should  appear  that,  as  one 
of  the  surviving  sisters  of  Ellen  Neville, 
she  has  already  received  a  part  of  the  fund 
which  she  now  seeks  to  get  in  her  repre- 
sentative capacity. 

The  judgment  herein  should  he  reversed, 
and  a  new  trial  granted,  with  costs  to 
abide  the  event. 

Cnllen,  Oh.  J.,  and  O'Brien,  Bmrt- 
lett,   Halsht,   and   Martin,   JJ.,   concur. 

Vann,  J.,  concurring: 
I    concur     for    reversal,     but    upon     a 
more  radical  ground.     While  the  defendant 


could  have  adopted  a  rule  that  would  cover 
a  payment  made  in  good  faith  to  a  person 
in  possession  of  the  pass  book  of  a  deceased 
depositor,  it  had  not  done  so  when  the  pay- 
ments in  question  were  made.  As  ita  rules 
then  stood,  such  a  payment  bound  the  de- 
positor while  he  was  alive,  but  did  not 
bind  his  estate  after  he  was  dead,  for  they 
expressly  provided  that  ''on  the  decease  of 
any  depositor  the  amount  standing  to  the 
credit  of  the  deceased  shall  be  paid  to  his 
or  her  legal  representatives  when  legally 
demanded."  This  rule  is  absolute,  and  a 
part  of  the  contract.  It  is  the  law  of  the 
case  made  by  the  parties.  The  language 
is  that  of  the  bank,  and  hence,  if  ambigu- 
ous, is  to  be  construed  in  favor  of  the  de- 
positor, who  is  not  responsible  for  the 
ambiguity.  If  we  add  to  it,  in  effect,  the 
proviso,  "But  payment  to  one  presenting 
the  pass  book  of  a  deceased  depositor 
shall  be  good  unless  the  bank  has  notice  of 
the  death,"  we  make  a  new  contract.  I  re- 
peat, as  applicable  to  the  case  in  hand, 
what  we  recently  said  in  another  ease: 
''This  latter  by-law  is  for  the  protection  of 
the  depositor,  who  can  no  longer  protect 
himself,  and  therefore  the  bank  is  bound 
to  see  that  payment  was  made  to  the 
proper  person.  Payment  to  any  other 
person  is  made  at  the  bank's  peril."  Mo' 
hon  V.  South  Brooklyn  8av.  Inst,  176  N. 
Y.  69,  72,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  67  N.  E. 
118. 


stitution,  and  the  presentation  of  the  book  shall 
be  BufBclent  authority  to  the  bank  to  make  any 
payment  to  the  holder  of  it  Geitelaohn  v.  Cit- 
izen's Sav.  Bank,  17  Misc.  574,  40  N.  Y.  Supp. 
662,  Reversing  17  Misc.  67,  39  N.  T.  Supp.  840. 
(As  to  matters  of  evidence,  see  infra,  VI. 

Unless,  at  the  time  of  the  payment,  some  fact 
or  circumstance  Is  brought  to  the  attention  of 
the  bank's  officers  calculated  to  excite  suspicion 
and  inquiry  by  an  ordinarily  careful  person,  the 
bank  will  be  discharged  by  payment  of  the  ac- 
count of  a  depositor,  who  is  personally  not 
known  to  the  officers  of  the  bank  and  who  can- 
not write,  to  a  person  who  presents  the  book 
and  answers  correctly  all  the  questions  con- 
tained In  the  signature  book.  Geitelaohn  v. 
Citlxens'  Sav.  Bank,  17  Misc.  674,  40  N.  Y. 
Supp.  662,  Reversing  17  Misc.  57,  39  N.  Y. 
Supp.  840. 

Yet  it  cannot  be  said,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
that  a  bank  exercised  ordinary  care  and  dili- 
gence in  protecting  the  depositor,  when  the  de- 
positor could  not  read  or  write,  and  the  teller 
merely  asked  the  person  presenting  the  book 
her  nge.  whether  she  was  married,  her  name, 
her  husband's  name,  and  where  she  was  born ; 
and  It  was  held  that  a  verdict  denying  that 
the  bank  exercised  such  reasonable  care  and 
diligence  should  not  be  disturbed.  Abramowitz 
V.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  17  Misc.  297,  40  N.  Y. 
Supp.  385. 

Where  the  depositor  subscribed  the  by-laws, 
which  provided  that  *'tlie  institution  will  not  be 
responsible  for  loss  sustained  when  a  depositor 
has  not  given  notice  of  his  book  being  stolen  or 
69  L.  R.  A. 


lost,  if  such  book  be  paid  in  whole  or  In  part 
on  presentment;"  and  the  book  was  stolen, 
and  the  account  drawn  by  a  person  pretending 
to  be  the  depositor,  who  had  not  given  notice  of 
the  theft,—  it  was  held,  on  the  one  hand,  a  pay- 
ment to  the  wrong  person  upon  presentment  of 
the  liook,  even  before  notice  of  loss.  If  It  were 
presented  under  such  circumstances  or  In  such 
a  manner  as  would  tend  to  excite  suspicion,  or 
put  n  man  of  ordinary  prudence  upon  inquiry, 
would  not  exonerate  the  institution,  whose  of- 
ficers should  be  held  to  the  exercise  of  reason- 
able care  and  diligence ;  but,  if  using  such  care 
and  diligence,  but  lacking  the  present  means  of 
Identifying  the  depositor,  they  pay,  upon  pre- 
sentation of  the  book  by  one  apparently  In  the 
lawful  possession  of  If  as  its  owner,  the  In- 
stitution has  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  con- 
tract of  the  depositor  safely  to  keep  the  evi- 
dence of  his  claim,  or  to  make  known  Its  loss 
before  it  is  presented  for  payment,  and  is  ac- 
cordingly not  liable  to  the  depositor  for  the 
amount  of  the  deposit.  Sullivan  v.  Lewlston 
Inst,  of  Savings,  66  Me.  607,  06  Am.  Dee. 
600. 

But  under  this  rule  reasonable  care  is  not 
exercised  by  the  bank  when  its  officers  make  a 
payment  to  a  person  unknown  to  them,  who 
merely  presents  the  bank  book  of  a  depositor, 
when  they  have  not  In  a  place  convenient  for 
reference  the  signature  of  the  depositor,  and  do 
not  exact  from  the  applicant  a  signature  made 
at  the  time,  for  comparison,  and  require  no 
further  proof  of  Identity.  Ladd  v.  Augusta 
Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  516,  58  L.   R.  A   288,  52 
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OONNECTICUT    SUPREME    CX)URT    OF  ERRORS. 


Mary  A.  CHASE 

WATKRBURY  SAVINGS  BANK,  Appt. 
(77  Oonn.  295.) 

1.  An  AMlsniiMeiit  thnt  the  eo«rt  erred 

*'ln  ehargliig  the  Jury  as  certified  to  In  the 
printed  record/'  without  pointing  out  the 
error  complained  of,  raises  no  question  which 
the  appellate  court  Is  bound  to  review. 

S.  A  devoeitor  In  a  sa-vinvs  bank,  by 
aeeeptlnsr  and  neinir  s  deposit  book, 
assents  to  and  Is  bound  by  the  rules  printed 
therein  regulating  the  method  of  withdraw- 
ing money. 

8.  A  reanlatlon  printed  In  the  deposit 
books  of  a  sa-rlngrs  baakf  relie-vlngr 
the  hank  from  lUbillty  for  any  fraud  that 
may  l)e  practised  on  Its  officers  In  withdraw- 
ing money  bj  means  of  forged  certificates, 
does  not  relieve  the  bank  from  Its  duty  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  to  prevent  payment 
to  the  wrong  person. 

d.  Xeirllvenee  of  a  depositor  In  a  sa-v- 
InflTM  bank  In  failinir  to  keep  his  de- 
posit hook  where  It  will  not  fall  Into  the 
hands  of  persons  who  will  fraudulently  with- 
draw the  deposit  docs  not  relieve  the  bank 
from  liability  In  case  it  is  guilty  of  negli- 
gence In  paying  out  a  deposit  to  one  not 
authorised  to  receive  it. 
S.  A  depositor  in  a  sa-rinvs  hank  is 
not  estopped  to  hold  the  hank  re- 
sponsible In  case  It  negligently  psys  the 
deposit  to  an   unauthorized   person   by   the  | 


fact  that  he  also  is  negligent  In  the  care 
which  he  takes  of  his  bank  book. 
6.  Whether  or  not  a  ■avinvs  bank  is 
nevliirent  in  failinsr  to  preserve  the 
■iffnatnres  of  depositors  for  compari- 
son, In  paying  money  on  forged  orders  wlth- 
ont  eomparlng  the  signatures,  and  in  issuing 
a  duplicate  book  without  requiring  adequate 
proof  of  the  destruction  of  the  original  one^ 
are  questions  for  the  Jury. 

(November  11,  1004.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Litchfield 
County  in  plafiatiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  a  savings-bank  deposit. 
Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Nmthaiilel  R.  Bronaon,  for  appel- 
lant: 

Payment  on  presentation  of  the  pass  book 
was  sufficient.  ' 

Eaves  v.  People's  Sav.  Bank,  27  Conn. 
229,  71  Am.  Dec  69;  Sohoentoald  v.  Metro- 
politan  Sav.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418;  Levy  v. 
FrankUn  Sav,  Bank,  117  Mass.  448;  Don- 
Ian  v.  Provident  Inst,  for  Savings,  127  Mass. 
183,  34  Am.  Rep.  358;  Ooldrick  v.  Bristol 
County  Sav.  Bank,  123  Mass.  321;  5  Cyc. 
Law  &  Proc.  p.  608 ;  McCaskill  v.  Connecti- 
cut Sav.  Bank,  60  Conn.  308,  13  L.  R.  A. 
737,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  22  Atl.  668;  2 


Atl.  1012.     (As  for  the  obligation  to  require 
a  signature  for  comparison,  see  infra,  IV.  g. 

And  proof  that  the  paying  teller  of  a  savings 
bank  personally  knew  the  depositor,  and  yet 
paid  over  his  account  to  a  stranger  presenting 
bis  pass  book,  without  any  inquiry,  is  sufficient 
to  sustain  a  finding  that  the  bank  did  not  ex- 
ercise ordinary  care  and  caution  under  the  clr- 
eamstances,  but  was  guilty  of  negligence. 
Geltelsohn  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  20  Misc.  84, 
45  N.  Y.  Supp.  90,  Affirming  19  Misc.  422,  44 
N.  T.  Supp.  89. 

But  It  was  sufficiently  established,  to  support 
a  verdict  for  a  bank,  that  it  exercised  all  nec- 
essary care  in  making  a  payment  to  one  pro- 
ducing a  pass  book,  upon  proof  by  a  bank  officer, 
testifying  from  a  book  of  the  bank,  without 
which  witness  admitted  that  he  would  not  have 
remembered  the  transaction  at  all,  that  the 
individual  answered  correctly  the  questions  put 
to  her,  and  tliat  all  the  formalities  required  In 
paying  out  the  money  were  compiled  with. 
Hales  V.  Seamen's  Bank,  28  App.  Div.  407, 
51  N.  Y.  Supp.  140. 

c.  Paywtent  upon  impersonation  of  the  depositor, 
oombined  with  forgery. 

Where  the  fraudulent  applicant  presents  with 
the  book  a  receipt  or  withdrawal  slip  signed 
with  the  name  of  the  depositor,  the  care  re- 
quired of  the  bank's  officials  would  seem  nat- 
urally to  be  greater  in  proportion  to  thd  ease 
•f  verifying  the  applicant's  claim  of  identity 
with  the  depositor. 

Under  the  usual  by-law  provisions  that  the 
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bank  will  endeavor  to  prevent  fraud,  but  that 
all  payments  to  persons  producing  pass  books 
shall  be  valid  payments  to  discharge  the  bank, 
when  the  evidence  does  not  show  any  effort 
on  the  part  of  the  bank  to  ascertain  whether 
the  person  presenting  the  book  was  entitled  to 
its  custody,  and  no  questions  appear  to  have 
been  asked,  although  the  teller  was  requested 
to  prepare  the  draft  signed  by  the  person  to 
whom  the  payment  was  made,  and  did  so,  the 
bank  assumes  the  obligation  of  ordinary  care, 
and  must  employ  it  in  aU  cases  where  a  demand 
Is  made,  as,  for  instsnce,  by  a  simple  test, 
made  by  an  examination  of  the  signature  of  the 
depositor,  if  he  can  write,  or  an  interrogation 
as  to  the  number  of  the  book,  or  as  to  the 
residence  and  antecedents  of  the  person  pre- 
senting the  draft,  which  would  perhaps  be  a 
sufficient  compliance  with  the  obligation  as- 
sumed by  the  bank.  If  nothing  suspicious  appears 
as  a  result  of  the  examination.  Cornell  v. 
Emigrant  Industrial  Sav.  Bank,  9  N.  Y.  S. 
R.  72. 

And,  notwithstanding  an  agreement  between 
a  depositor  and  a  savings  haul,  contained  in 
the  by-laws  printed  in  the  pass  book,  that  all 
payments  made  to  any  person  producing  the 
proper  pass  book  shall  be  good  and  valid  pay- 
ments, the  bank  continues  liable  for  the  moneys 
deposited,  if,  with  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
It  could  have  prevented  the  perpetration  of 
fraud  upon  it  by  the  person  presenting  the  pass 
book.  So  where  the  evidence  showed  that  there 
was  a  marked  difference  between  the  signature 
cf  the  depositor  in  the  signature  book  kept  by 
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Connecticut  Supreme  Ck>UBT  of  Ebbobs. 


Nov., 


Mor&e,  Banks  &  Banking,  §  620,  p.  1030; 
Cosgrove  v.  Provident  Inat,  for  Savings,  64 
N.  .1.  L.  f.63,  46  Atl.  617;  8mith  v.  Brook- 
Ii/n  Sav.  Hank,  101  N.  Y.  63,  64  Am.  Dec. 
653,  4  N.  E.  123;  Hayden  v.  Brooklyn  Sav, 
Bank,  16  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  297;  Burrill  v. 
Dollar  Sav,  Bank,  92  Pa.  134,  37  Am.  Rep. 
669;  Allen  v.  Williamahurgh  Sav,  Bank,  69 
N.  Y.  314;  Israel  v.  Bowery  Sav,  Bank,  9 
Daly,  607;  Mitchell  v.  Home  Sav.  Bank,  38 
Hun,  257 ;  Hales  v.  Seamen^s  Bank  for  Sav- 
ings, 28  App.  Div.  407,  51  N.  Y.  Supp.  140; 
Gifford  V.  Rutland  Sav.  Bank,  63  Vt.  113,  11 
L.  R.  A.  749,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  744,  21  Atl. 
340;  Heath  v.  Portsmouth  Sav,  Bank,  46 
N.  H.  78,  88  Am.  Dec.  194 ;  Sullivan  v.  Lew- 
iston  Inst,  of  Sa/vings,  56  M^.  507,  96  Am. 
Dec.  500;  Appleby  v.  Erie  County  Sav. 
Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12;  Reinstein  v.  Watts,  84 
Me.  139,  24  Atl.  719;  Wall  v.  Provident 
Inst,  for  Savings,  3  Allen,  96;  First  Nat. 
Bank  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  151  Mass.  283,  21 
Am.  St  Rep.  450,  24  N.  E.  44;  Oloucester 
Bank  v.  Salem  Bank,  17  Mass.  33;  First 
Nat,  Bank  v.  First  Nat,  Bank,  4  Ind.  App. 
355,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  221,  30  N.  E.  808;  2 
Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  110. 


Mr.  Frank  W.  Etberidse,  «6r  appellee: 

If,  by  by-laws  or  stipulations  with  de- 
positors, an  incorporated  savings  bank  can 
discharge  itself  from  the  l^^al  responsibility 
of  its  public  employment  and  the  duties  it 
was  created  to  perform,  it  is  to  be  presumed 
that  the  by-laws  and  stipulations  made  by 
the  bank  were  not  designed  thus  to  defeat 
the  intention  with  which  the  legislature 
passed  the  act  of  incorporation,  and  such 
by-laws  and  stipulations  do  not  relieve  the 
bank  from  the  duty  of  exercising  reason- 
able care. 

Kimball  v.  Norton,  59  N.  H.  1,  47  Am. 
Rep.  173. 

A  payment  to  the  wrong  person  upon  pre- 
sentment of  a  deposit  book,  if  it  is  present- 
ed under  such  circumstances  or  in  such  a 
manner  as  would  tend  to  excite  suspicion, 
or  put  a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  upon  in- 
quiry, will  not  exonerate  the  bank,  even 
where  there  is  a  by-law  of  the  bank(  as- 
sented to  by  the  depositor,  authorizing  such 
payment. 

Sullivan  v.  Lewiston  Inst,  of  Savings,  56 
Me.  507,  96  Am.  Dec.  502;  Gifford  v.  Rut- 
land Sav.  Bank,  63  Vt  108,  11  L.  R.  A.  794, 


the  bank  and  the  signature  to  the  forged  with- 
drawal slip  on  which  the  payment  was  made : 
and,  also,  there  was  no  evidence  that  there  had 
been  any  comparison  made  ^tween  them  at 
the  time  of  the  payment, — there  was  sufficient 
evidence  to  go  to  the  Jury  on  the  question 
whether  ordinary  care  had  been  used  by  the 
bank.  Tobin  v.  Manhattan  8av.  Inst.  6  Misc. 
110,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  14,  Affirming  3  Misc.  628, 
23  N.  Y.  Supp.  1166. 

Id  Kummel  v.  Germania  Sav.  Bank,  127  N.  Y. 
488,  13  L.  R.  A.  780,  28  N.  E.  398,  the  rule  pro- 
vided that  the  bank  would  not  be  responsible 
for  any  fraud  committed  on  the  officers  iu 
producing  the  pass  book  and  drawing  money 
without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of  the  owner ; 
and  when  a  payment  was  made  to  one  present- 
ing the  book  and  a  receipt,  and  the  applicant 
was  asked  by  the  cashier  where  he  lived,  and 
gave  different  answers,  but  was  not  asked  any 
further  questions,  and  '  was  then  paid  the 
money, — it  was  held  that  the  question  of  the 
bank's  negligence  was  clearly  for  the  Jury,  since 
it  affirmatively  appeared  that  the  cashier  did 
not  avail  himself  of  the  means  at  hand  to 
identify  the  person  presenting  the  pass  book 
and  the  forged  receipt. 

In  a  case,  however,  where  the  clerk  making 
the  payment  "Judged  from  the  first  that  the 
signature  to  the  receipt  was  not  exactly  right," 
asked  the  person  presenting  it  if  he  could  not 
write  a  more  fluent  hand,  receiving  from  the 
applicant  the  explanation  that  he  was  not  feel- 
ing well,  and  then  put  to  him  questions  ap- 
pearing upon  the  signature  book,  which  were 
correctly  answered,  it  was  held  that  the  ques- 
tion was  involved  in  more  doubt;  but  that, 
since  the  signature  was  such  as  to  lead  the 
clerk,  an  interested  witness,  to  Judge  that  It 
was  not  right :  and  since  the  two  signatures 
were  before  the  court  and  Jury  for  comparison, 
upon  which  the  variance  might  have  been  so 
ureat  as,  of  itself,  to  put  a  prudent  person  on 
i\d  L.  R.  A. 


inquiry, — the    question    was   considered    to   be 
one  for  the  Jury.     Ibid. 

It  is  error  to  refuse  to  allow  the  Jury  to  pass 
upon  the  question  whether  the  bank  was  gnllty 
of  negligence  In  making  a  payment  to  one  pre- 
senting a  pass  book,  when  an  officer  of  the  bank 
admitted,  in  his  testimony,  that,  after  making 
a  comparison  of  the  signature  of  the  depositor 
ill  the  signature  book  and  the  forged  draft 
check  upon  which  the  payment  waa  made,  he 
could  readily  distinguish  the  forgery ;  and  that, 
when  the  fraudulent  claimant  presented  the 
book,  he  thinks  ne  did  not  aak  him  the  questions 
set  down  opposite  the  name  of  the  depositor  in 
the  signature  book ;  and  that,  on  account  of  a 
rush  of  business.  If  a  signature  presented  was 
a  tolerably  good  one  the  bank  officers  paid 
it  without  asking  any  questions ;  and  this  is 
error  in  spite  of  a  by-law  by  which  the  **bank 
will  not  be  responsible  for  frauds  committed  on 
the  officers  by  producing  the  pass  book  and 
drawing  money  without  the  knowledge  or  con- 
sent of  the  owner.**  Sallng  v.  German  Sav. 
Bank,  16  Daly,  386.  7  N.  Y.  Supp.  642. 

So  the  court  refused  to  disturb  a  finding  of 
negligence  In  a  savings-bank  officer  making  a 
payment  to  a  person  presenting  the  pass  book 
with  a  forged  check  signed  with  the  name  of 
the  depositor,  when,  being  doubtful  of  the 
genuineness  of  the  signature  after  comparing 
it  with  the  signature  upon  the  signature  book, 
he  required  the  person  presenting  it  to  indorse 
the  depositor's  name  upon  the  check,  and  paid 
it  without  further  inquiry;  the  bank  should 
have  taken  steps  to  test  the  identity  of  the  in- 
dividual, in  compelling  him  to  produce  some 
evidence  or  other  person  to  identify  him. 
Elager  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank,  10  Misc.  455,  SI 
N.  y.   Supp.   448. 

A  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  in  an  action 
against  a  savings  bank  for  the  amount  of  a 
deposit  paid  to  a  stranger  presenting  the  book, 
will  not  be  disturbed  where  the  depositor  could 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Chass  y.  Watebbubt  Savings  Bans. 


331 


25  Am.  St.  Rep.  744,  21  Atl.  340;  Ladd  v. 
Augusta  8av.  Bank,  96  Me.  516,  58  L.  K.  A. 
288,  52  Atl.  1012;  Allen  v.  Williamshurgh 
8av.  Bank,  69  N.  Y.  314. 

Even  if  plaintiff  was  negligent,  her  neg- 
ligence did  not  excuse  the  bank  officers  from 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  in  the  adop- 
tion of  suitable  means  of  preventing  such 
mistake,  and  in  making  payments  to  wrong 
persons. 

Ladd  y.  Augusta  8av.  Bank,  96  Me.  612, 
58  L.  R.  A.  288,  62  Atl.  1012;  Broum  v. 
Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H.  649, 
68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  336;  Oeitel- 
sohn  v.  Citizens*  8av.  Bank,  17  Misc.  574, 
40  S,  Y.  Supp.  662;  Ladd  v.  Androscoggin 
County  Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  520,  52  Atl.  1016; 
Peoples  Sav.  Bank  v.  Oupps,  91  Pa.  315. 

A  party  setting  up  an  estoppel  must  show 
that  he  exercised  good  faith  and  diligence 
in  endeavoring  to  ascertain  the  truth. 

Morgan  v.  Farrel,  58  Conn.  427,  18  Am. 
St.  Rep.  282,  20  Atl.  614;  Bigelow,  Estop- 
pel, 480;  Moore  v.  Bowman,  47  K.  H.  499; 
Odlin  y.  Oove,  41  N.  H.  465,  77  Am.  Dec. 
773. 


Bankers  are  presumed  to  know  the  signa- 
tures of  their  depositors. 

Weisser  v.  Denison,  10  N.  Y.  68,  61  Am- 
Dec.  733;  Hardy  v.  Chesapeake  Bank,  51 
Md.  562,  34  Am.  Rep.  325;  National  Park 
Bank  v.  Ninth  Nat,  Bank,  46  N.  Y.  77,  7 
Am.  Dec.  310;  Allen  v.  Williamshurgh  Sav. 
Bank,  69  Na  Y.  314;  Frank  v.  Chemical  Nat. 
Bank,  84  N.  Y.  209,  38  Am.  Rep.  601. 

The  rights  of  the  parties  are  founded  up- 
on contract,  and  the  questions  of  contribu- 
tory negligence  and  estoppel  are  not  proper- 
ly in  the  case. 

Broum  v.  Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67 
N.  H.  549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  336. 

The  measure  of  the  bank's  duty  is  good 
faith  and  reasonable  care,  and,  failing  in 
this,  it  still  continues  liable  to  the  deposi- 
tor, where  it  has  made  payment  to  the 
wrong  person,  notwithstanding  such  person 
presented  the  book  at  such  time. 

Sullivan  v.  Lewiston  Inst,  of  Savings,  56 
Me.  607,  96  Am.  Dec.  600;  Ladd  v.  Augusta 
Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  510,  58  L.  R.  A.  288,  52 
Atl.  1012;  Kimhall  y.  Norton,  69  N.  H.  1, 
47  Am.  Rep.  171 ;  Brown  v.  Merrimack  Riv- 
tr  Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H.  649,  68  Am.  St.  Rep. 


merely  make  his  mark,  and  the  person  paid 
nuide  a  mark  which  was  observed  by  the  bank's 
officers  to  be  different  from  tlie  mark  made  by 
the  depositor  In  the  signature  book,  whereupon 
the  stranger  returned  with  another  man  who 
identified  him  as  a  depositor,  hut  not  as  the 
depositor  in  question,  and  the  hank  made  no 
further  effort  to  ascertain  the  truth  of  the 
■tatements  made,  although  the  place  of  husl- 
Dess  of  the  depositor  was  around  the  corner 
from  the  bank.  Rosen  v.  State  Bank,  82  Misc. 
231,  65  N.  Y.  Supp.  666. 

And  where  there  were  circumstances  calcu- 
lated to  raise  suspicions  of  the  Identity  of  the 
applicant,  the  marked  difference  between  the 
si^ature  of  the  depositor  and  of  the  applicant 
arresting  the  attention  of  the  bank's  officials, 
who  required  him  to  identify  himself,  which 
he  attempted  to  do,  these  facts  were  ample  to 
•ustaln  a  finding  of  negligence  In  the  bank's 
officers.  Wegner  v.  Second  Ward  Sav.  Bank, 
76  Wis.  242,  44  N.  W.  1096. 

But  ft  has  been  held.  In  so  many  words,  that 
the  proposition  that  a  mere  difference  In  the 
signatures  requires  a  submission  of  the  case  to 
the  jury  on  the  qu'estion  of  the  negligence  of  the 
bank's  officers  is  not  sound.  Ferguson  v.  Har- 
lem Sav.  Bank,  43  Misc.  10,  86  N.  Y.  Supp.  825. 

Accordingly,  under  the  usual  by-law  regu- 
lation that  the  bank  would  endeavor  to  prevent 
fraud,  but  that  payments  to  persons  producing 
the  pass  book  should  be  valid  payments  to  dis- 
charge the  bank,  where  It  was  proved  by  an 
officer  of  the  bank,  and  uncontradicted,  that 
a  few  irregularities  In  the  signature  to  the 
draft  aroused  his  suspicion,  that  he  then  asked 
all  the  test  questions  required  for  identification, 
aad  that  the  fraudulent  claimant  correctly  an- 
ivered  all  of  them,  whereupon  the  payment  was 
made,  the  bank  had  a  right  to  rely  upon  the  ap* 
pearances  thus  presented ;  and  hence  a  verdict 
should  have  been  directed  for  the  defendant 
bank  Ifyid. 
CdUR.  A. 


Where  the  applicant  presented  the  book,  and, 
pretending  to  be  the  depositor,  wrote  a  check 
for  the  amount,  which  was  carefully  compared 
by  the  teller  with  the  signature  of  the  deposi- 
tor In  the  book  kept  for  that  .purpose,  and  the 
payment  was  then  made,  it  was  held  in  the 
•leading  New  York  case  that  a  nonsuit  after 
the  refusal  to  allow  the  plaintiff  to  go  to  the 
Jury  on  tlie  question  whether  the  alleged  fail- 
ure to  discover  any  dlschepancy  between  the 
genuine  signature  and  the  disputed  one  was  neg- 
ligence was  not  error.  If,  however,  the  two  sig- 
natures were  so  dissimilar  that  when  they  were 
compared  the  discrepancy  would  be  easily  dis- 
covered by  n  person  competent  for  the  position 
of  teller,  then  the  failure  to  discover  it  would 
be  evidence  of  negligence  which  should  have  been 
passed  upon  by  the  Jury;  but  it  would  not  be 
evidence  of  negligence  if  the  difference  was  not 
marked  and  apparent,  or  if  it  would  require 
a  critical  examination  to  detect  it,  and  espe- 
cially if  the  discrepancy  was  one  as  to  which 
competent  persons  might  easily  differ  in  opinion. 
But,  nevertheless,  the  bank  will  not  be  dis- 
charged by  a  payment  upon  the  production  of 
the  pass  book,  Irrespective  of  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care  and  diligence  upon  the  part  of 
the  teller  in  discovering  the  dissimilarity 
in  the  signatures  and  instituting  further  in- 
quiry. Appleby  v.  Erie  County  Sav.  Bank,  62 
N.  Y.  12. 

And  where  the  defendant's  officer  testified 
that  he  compared  the  signature  of  the  draft 
ticket  presented  with  the  pass  book,  and  then 
asked  the  person  presenting  it  his  name,  where 
he  was  born,  in  what  ship  he  came  to  this 
country,  and  his  mother's  maiden  name,  all  of 
which  he  answered  correctly  according  to  the 
signature  book,  and  the  officer  then  paid  the 
amount  demanded,  upon  the  strength  of  the 
comparison  and  these  answers,  the  majority  of 
the  court  held  that  this  evidence,  not  being  re- 
I  butted  or  contradicted  in  any  way,  px;^ented  no 
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700,  39  Atl.  335;  Appleby  v.  Erie  County 
Sav,  Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12;  Allen  v.  Williams' 
burgh  8av.  Bank,  69  N.  Y.  314;  Geams  y. 
Bowery  8av,  Bank,  135  N.  Y.  657,  32  N.  £. 
249;  Tohin  v.  Manhattan  8av.  Inat.  6  Misc. 
110,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  14. 

Whenever  the  depositor  is  able  to  write, 
no  bank  can  claim  to  be  in  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care  unless,  before  payment,  it 
makes  comparisons  of  signatures. 

Handwriting  is,  and  has  been  for  ages, 
the  test  of  identity. 

Allen  T.  Williamsburg  8a/o.  Bank,  69  N. 
Y.  314;  Boone  v.  Citizens*  8av.  Bank,  84  N. 
Y.  83,  38  Am.  Rep.  498 ;  8mith  v.  Brooklyn 
8av.  Bank,  101  N.  Y.  63,  54  Am.  Dec.  653, 
4  N.  E.  123;  Kummel  v.  Oermania  8av, 
Bank,  127  N.  Y.  488,  13  L.  R.  A.  786,  28  N. 
K  398. 

Rules  do  not  dispense  with  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  the  officers 
of  the  bank. 

Appleby  V.  Erie  County  8av.  Bank,  62  N. 
Y.  17;  Kummel  v.  Oermania  8av.  Bank,  127 
N.  Y.  491,  13  L.  R.  A.  786,  28  N.  E.  398; 
Israel  v.  Bowery  8av.  Bank,  9  Daly,  507; 
Ladd  V.  Augusta  8aiv,  Bank,  96  Me.  510,  58 


L.  R.  A.  288,  52  Atl.  1012 ;  8uUivan  v.  Lew- 
iston  Inet,  of  8avings,  56  Me.  507,  96  Am. 
Dec.  500;  Allen  v.  WilUamsburgh  8av. 
BafOo,  69  N.  Y.  314. 

A  bank  neglecting  to  obtain  the  signature 
of  a  customer  is  presumed  to  be  familiar 
¥rith  his  signature. 

Weisser  v.  Denison,  10  N.  Y.  68,  61  Am. 
Dec.  731. 

It  makes  imlawful  payment  at  its  peril. 

Tobin  V.  Manhattan  8av.  Inst.  6  Misc. 
110,  26  N.  Y.  Supp.  14. 

Hally  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

From  April  1,  1887,  to  September  26, 
1900,  the  plaintiff  made  in  person  25  depos- 
its in  the  defendant's  savings  bank,  which, 
with  dividends  added  at  the  rate  declared  by 
the  bank,  amounted  at  the  time  of  the  tri- 
al, in  March,  1904,  to  $3,230.  The  plain- 
tiff has  neither  herself  withdrawn  any  part 
of  said  sum,  nor  has  she  given  any  order 
for  any  payment  to  others.  Upon  four  oc- 
casions between  December  31,  1901,  and 
March  3,  1902,  the  plaintiff's  daughter  Mrs. 
Keith,  who,  with  her  husband,  lived  with 


question  of  fact  for  the  Jury,  but  only  one  of 
law  for  the  court,  on  the  issue  of  the  negli- 
gence of  the  bank  In  making  the  payment. 
Wall  V.  Emigrant  Industrial  Sav.  Bank,  64 
Hun,  249,  10  N.  Y.  Supp.  194. 

And,  going  sUU  further,  it  is  held  that  there 
Is  no  evidence  on  which  to  go  to  the  Jury  on 
the  question  of  negligence  In  the  savings-bank 
officers,  where  the  usual  test  questions  are  put 
to  the  person  presenting  the  pass  book  and 
draft,  and  are  all  answered  correctly,  except 
that  the  occupation  of  the  depositor  is  given 
as  *'stone  mason"  when  it  was  originally  given 
as  ''Stone  cutter'*  (but  here  there  is  no  mention 
In  the  report  of  a  physical  comparison  of  the 
signature  of  the  draft  with  that  In  the  signa- 
ture book),  when  it  appears  that  the  genuine 
depositor  had  made  six  separate  deposits  after 
the  alleged  fraudulent  draft,  which  was  shown 
In  tlie  pass  book  at  all  those  times.  Ferguson 
V.  Harlem  Sav.  Bank,  92  N.  Y.  Supp.  261. 

Where  a  deposit  was  made  In  the  name  of 
another  person  than  the  depositor,  and  the 
person  presenting  the  book,  after  the  death  of 
the  depositor,  was  questioned  as  to  various 
matters  apparently  identifying  him,  answered 
the  description  of  the  depositor,  and  made  a 
signature  which  was  compared  by  the  ofBcial 
representing  the  bank  with  the  genuine  signa- 
ture of  the  depositor  on  file,  and  was  thought 
by  him  to  resemble  it  sufficiently ;  and  the  find- 
ing of  a  referee  was  that  the  official  had  used 
reasonable  and  ordinary  care  and  diligence  in 
making  the  payment, — the  latter  was  entitled 
to  the  protection  given  to  such  a  payment  by 
the  bank's  by-laws.  People  v.  Third  Ave.  Sav. 
Bank,  98  N.  Y.  661. 

It  was  also  held  that  when  the  deposit  was 
made  with  false  descriptions  of  the  depositor's 
iiame,  occupation,  and  age,  his  administrators 
were  properly  defeated,  where  the  bank  official 
acted  In  good  faith,  and  with  ordinary  care  and 
diligence,  In  making  the  payment  to  one  an- 
60  L.  R.  A. 


swering  the  description,  and  the  questions  were 
put  to  him  satisfactorily,  and  his  signature 
was  thought  by  the  bank's  representative  to 
correspond  sufficiently  to  that  of  the  deposi- 
tor.     Ibid, 

In  GifTord  v.  Rutland  Sav.  Bank,  63  Vt.  108. 
11  L.  R.  A.  794,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  744,  21  Atl. 
840,  the  majority  of  the  court  held  that,  where 
a  bank  had  not  been  notified  of  the  loss  of  the 
book,  and  the  depositor  was  not  personally 
known  to  any  officer  of  the  bank,  not  having 
been  present  when  the  deposit  was  made,  and 
the  applicant  was  also  unknown  to  them,  but 
came  with  the  book  apparently  lawfully  In  his 
possession,  and  on  Inquiry  answered  correctly 
that  the  money  was  originally  sent  for  deposit 
by  letter,  that  being  a  fact  not  likely  to  come  to 
the  knowledge  of  persons  not  having  to  do 
with  and  Interested  In  the  deposit,  and  although 
he  wrote  awkwardly  the  middle  Initial  of  the 
depositor's  name,  and  comment  was  made  upon 
It  by  the  bank  officer  making  the  payment,  the 
bank  was  not  bound  to  require  the  thief  to 
Identify  himself  further  than  he  did  by  pro- 
ducing the  book,  there  being  no  circumstances 
which  the  court  considered  suspicious. 

Where  the  evidence  as  to  the  diligence  used 
by  the  bank  teller  to  identify  the  person  pre- 
senting the  book  was  not  very  definite  or  pos- 
itive, but  he  admitted  that  he  testified  rather 
from  his  usual  way  of  transacting  such  busi- 
ness than  from  recollection  of  what  inquiries 
he  made,  and  there  were  proved  the  presents' 
tlon  of  the  book,  the  presence  of  the  husband 
of  the  depositor,  and  his  assent  to  the  pay- 
ment, no  circumstances  of  suspicion  being 
shown  to  be  apparent,  the  signing  of  the 
Initials  of  the  depositof,  and  a  memorandum 
made  by  the  teller  at  the  time  showing  that  he 
**tested"  the  validity  of  the  claim. — it  was  held 
that  the  evidence,  on  the  whole,  would  nnstaln 
a  finding  of  a  referee  that  the  teller  made  the 
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the  plaintiff,  obtained  money  from  the  bank, 
amounting  in  all  to  $500|  by  presenting  the 
plaintiff's  bank  book,  of  which  she  had 
iraudulently  obtained  the  possession,  and  by 
presenting  with  the  bank  book  forged  orders 
purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  the  plain- 
tiff, directing  payment  to  be  made  to  Mrs. 
Keith  of  the  sums  named  in  the  orders 
Early  in  April,  1902,  Mrs.  Keith  confessed 
to  her  mother  that  she  had  drawn  money 
upon  the  bank  book,  but  claimed  that  she 
-could  obtain  no  more  without  an  order  from 
the  plaintiff,  and  offered  to  write  to  the 
bank  and  secure  a  reply  which  would  sat- 
isfy the  plaintiff,  and  a  few  days  later  read 
to  her  mother  what  purported  to  be  a  letter 
from  the  bank  to  the  effect  that  no  further 
money  could  be  drawn  on  the  plaintiff's  ac- 
-oount  without  an  order  from  the  plaintiff, 
and  that  it  would  be  all  right.  Thereafter 
the  plaintiff  kept  her  bank  book  locked  up 
in  a  more  secure  place,  but  did  not  then 
notify  the  bank  that  her  daughter  had  thus 
wrongfully  obtained  possession  of  the  bank 
book  and  drawn  the  money.  On  the  16th 
of  April,  1902,  Mrs.  Keith  presented  at  the 
bank    to    Mr.    Merriman,  the    defendant's 


bookkeeper,  a  forged  letter  of  that  date, 
purporting  to  have  been  signed  by  the  plain- 
tiff, addressed  to  the  treasurer  of  the  bank, 
representing  that  the  plaintiff  had  accident- 
ally destroyed  her  bank  book,  and  request- 
ing that  a  new  one  be  issued  in  its  place, 
and  further  stating  that  the  plaintiff  was 
an  invalid,  and  had  sent  her  daughter  Mrs. 
Keith  to  get  the  new  book,  and  had  in- 
closed an  order  for  money.  Mr.  Merriman 
informed  Mrs.  Keith  that  a  new  book  could 
not  be  issued  until  a  bond  had  been  given 
to  the  bank,  and  prepared  and  gave  to  Mrs. 
Keith  a  form  of  a  bond,  with  instructions 
to  have  it  executed  by  the  plaintiff  and 
some  responsible  person  as  surety.  On  the 
following  day  Mrs.  Keith  presented  the 
bond  to  Mr.  Merriman  at  the  bank,  with  the 
plaintiff's  name  as  principal,  and  the  name 
of  another  person  as  surety  signed  thereto. 
Both  signatures  were  forgeries.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  the  treasurer  of  the  bank,  and  with- 
out inquiring  as  to  the  responsibility  or 
existence  of  the  person  whose  name  appeared 
as  surety  on  the  bond,  and  without  submit- 
ting the  matter  to  the  ''board  of  direction," 
or  to  "a  committee  appointed  for  that  pur- 


payment     after    "dae    Inquiry."     Hayden     t. 
Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank.  15  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S.  297. 

For  a  case  denying  the  responsibility  of  the 
liank  for  payment  to  an  applicant  who  sent  the 
tMX>k  with  a  forf^ed  order  through  the  mail,  the 
decision  being  based  upon  a  strong  by-law,  with- 
out special  regard  to  the  degree  of  care  re- 
quired of  the  bank,  see  supra,  II., — Burrlll  v. 
Dollar  Say.  Bank,  92  Pa.  134,  37  Am.  Bep.  669. 

d.  Payment  upon  forged  ordere  alone. 

In  considering  the  question  of  what  degree 
-of  care  must  be  exercised  by  the  bank  in  cases 
where  the  pass  book  Is  presented  by  one  who 
does  not  pretend  to  be  the  depositor,  with  a 
fori^ed  order  purporting  to  be  executed  by  the 
latter,  the  inquirer  is  met  by  the  difficulty  pre- 
sented by  the  construction  of  by-laws  govern- 
ing the  transaction  and  intended  to  limit  the 
liability  of  the  bank  for  payment  to  fraudulent 
claimants,  which  by-laws  frequently  make  no 
provision  for  irresponsibility  in  case  of  pay- 
ment to  a  fraudulent  claimant  whose  fraud 
consists  simply  In  the  production  of  a  forged 
order  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  depositor, 
and  not  In  pretending  to  be  the  depositor  himself. 

Thus,  where  the  bank  had  no  by-law  limiting 
Its  liability  In  case  a  depositor's  bank  book 
should  be  lost  or  stolen,  and  the  bank,  without 
notice  of  such  loss,  made  a  payment  to  a  per- 
son who  falsely  impersonated  the  depositor  and 
presented  tlie  book,  and  did  pay  out  the  account 
upon  a  forged  order,  no  question  of  negligence 
either  of  the  depositor  or  of  the  bank  officials 
was  Involved,  and  the  liability  of  the  bank 
rested  solely  on  the  contract  found  In  the  bank's 
regulations  providing  that  "money  deposited 
may  be  withdrawn,  in  whole  or  in  part,  by  the 
depositor,  or  by  any  other  person  duly  author- 
l2ed,  at  any  time  without  notice.**  Ladd  v. 
Androscoggin  County  Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  620,  62 
Atl.  1016. 

Where  the  bank's  rule  provided  only  for 
•69  L.  It  A, 


payment  to  the  depositor  or  his  order,  payment 
upon  a  forged  order  was  not  good  payment, 
since  a  forged  authority  Is  no  authority  at  ail. 
Eaves  v.  People's  Sav.  Bank,  27  Conn.  229,  71 
Am.  Dec.  69. 

Similarly,  where  the  by-law  Involved  was, 
"as  the  officers  of  this  institution  may  be  un- 
able to  Identify  every  depositor  transacting 
business  at  the  bank,  the  institution  will  not 
be  responsible  for  loss  sustained  where  the  de- 
positors have  not  given  notice  that  their  books 
have  been  stolen  or  lost,**  It  was  held  (follow- 
ing Kimlns  V.  Boston  Five  Cents  Sav.  Bank, 
141  Mass.  S3,  66  Am.  Rep.  441,  6  N.  B.  242) 
that  this  exonerated  the  bank  for  payment  to 
one  who  falsely  impersonated  the  depositor,  but 
not  for  payment  to  one  who  falsely  claimed  to 
act  under  authority  from  the  depositor;  and 
hence  payment  to  one  presenting  the  book  with 
a  forged  order  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the 
depositor  was  not  excused.  Kingsley  v.  Whit- 
man Sav.  Bank,  182  Mass.  252,  94  Am.  St.  Rep. 
650,  65  N.  E.  161. 

But  where  one  of  the  rules  of  the  bank  was 
to  the  effect  that,  "as  the  officers  of  the  in- 
stitution may  be  unable  to  identify  every  .de- 
positor, the  corporation  will  not  be  responsi- 
ble for  loss  Busts  ined,  where  a  depositor  has 
not  given  notice  of  his  book  being  stolen  or 
lost,  if  such  book  be  paid  In  whole  or  in  part 
on  presentment;"  and  "in  all  cases  a  payment 
upon  presentment  of  a  deposit  book  shall  be  a 
discharge  to  the  corporation  for  the  amount  so 
paid;'*  and  the  fraudulent  claimant  presented 
not  only  the  deposit  book,  but  also  a  forged 
order  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  depositor 
it  was  held  that  the  argument  that  the  by-law 
was  intended  solely  to  protect  the  bank  against 
the  risk  of  mistake  as  to  the  personal  identity 
of  its  depositors,  and  therefore  that  it  did  not 
apply  to  a  case  where  there  was  no  mistake  as 
to  identity,  but  the  payment  was  made  upon  a 
forged  order   purporting  to  be  signed  by  the 
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pose,"  Mr.  Merriman  issued  and  delivered 
to  Mrs.  Keith  a  new  book,  in  the  name  of 
the  plaintifT,  with  the  balance  due  upon  the 
first  book  transferred  thereto,  and  at  the 
same  time  paid  to  Mrs.  Keith  $300  upon  a 
forged  order  presented  by  her,  dated  April 
16,  1902,  purporting  to  have  been  signed  by 
the  plaintiff,  and  directing  said  sum  to  be 
paid  to  Mrs.  Keith  upon  the  amount  due 
upon  the  first  book.  Six  payments,  amount- 
ing to  $1,700,  were  made  by  the  bank  to 
Mrs.  Keith  upon  presentation  of  said  sec- 
ond book  with  forged  orders  of  the  plain- 
tiff; the  last  payment  having  been  made  on 
the  27th  of  October,  1902.  The  plaintiff 
had  no  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  said 
second  book,  nor  of  the  payment  of  any  of 
the  money  drawn  by  her  daughter  thereon, 
until  informed  of  these  facts  by  the  bank  on 
the  1st  of  November,  1902,  when  she  imme- 
diately obtained  from  her  daughter  the  sec- 
ond book,  and  $20  of  the  money  which  she 
had  fraudulently  drawn.  Said  second  book 
was  issued  and  all  the  payments  upon  both 
bank  books  were  made,  by  the  bank  in  good 
faith,  and  upon  the  belief  that  the  letter  and 
orders  purporting,  to  have  been  signed  by  the 


plaintiff  were  genuine;  and  the  plaintiff 
gave  no  notice  to  the  defendant  that  Mrs. 
Keith  had  fraudulently  obtained  possession 
of  the  first  book,  and  that  said  letter  and 
orders  were  forgeries,  until  November  1, 
1902. 

The  following  statement  was  printed  in 
the  plaintiff's  bank  book: 

"Take  Care  of  This  Book.  If  you  lose 
it  or  mislay  it  give  immediate  notice  to  the 
bank,  as,  if  it  gets  into  improper  hands, 
you  may  be  defrauded." 

Among  the  by-laws  printed  in  plaintiff's 
book  were  these: 

"Art.  13.  Dividends  and  money  withdrawn 
shall  be  paid  only  to  the  depositor,  or  to 
the  depositor's  order,  or  legal  represent- 
ative ;  but  neither  the  principal  nor  interest 
of  any  deposit  shall  be  paid  to  any  person, 
unless  the  depositor's  book  of  entries  made 
by  an  officer  of  the  corporation  or  of  the 
direction  shall  be  presented  that  such  pay- 
ments may  be  entered  therein,  or  unless  the 
depositor  shall  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  board  of  direction,  or  a  committee  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  that  such  book 
has  been  lost  or  destroyed,  in  which  case 


depositor,  would  be,  perhaps,  conclusive  In  fa- 
vor of  the  depositor  if  it  were  not  for  the  last 
clause,  providing  that  the  presentment  of  the 
book  should  be  a  discharge  of  the  bank  "in  all 
cases."  In  either  case  the  purpose  of  the  by- 
law was  to  authorize  the  bank  to  rely  upon  the 
.presentation  of^the  book  as  its  security  against 
fraud ;  and  if  the  bank,  using  reasonable  care, 
and  in  good  faith,  paid  the  account  upon  pre- 
sentation of  the  book,  the  bank  was  discharged. 
Levy  V.  Franklin  Sav.  Bank,  117  Mass.  448. 

Where  the  rules  and  by-laws  provided  that 
"the  secretary  will  use  his  best  efforts  to  pre- 
vent frauds;  but  all  payments  to  persons  pre- 
senting the  deposit  book  shall  be  deemed  good 
and  valid  payments  to  depositors  respectively," 
when  a  payment  was  made  to  a  man  present- 
ing the  book  with  an  alleged  forged  order  very 
much  like  the  signature  made  at  the  time  of 
the  deposit,  by  the  depositor,  who  was  a  woman, 
in  the  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  it  was  held 
that,  the  rules  allowing  payment  to  anyone  pro- 
ducing the  pass  book,  no  order  for  payment  was 
required,  and  the  question  of  the  genuineness 
of  the  signature  was  wholly  immaterial,  and, 
this  question  being  the  only  one  given  to  the 
jury  on  the  trial,  a  new  trial  was  necessary. 
Schoenwald  v.  Metropolitan  Sav.  Bank,  57  N. 
Y.  418,  Reversing  1  Jones  &  S.  440.  This  de- 
cision, however,  has  been  practically  overruled 
upon  this  point  by  Allen  v.  Wllllamsburgh  Sav. 
Bank,  69  N.  Y.  315,  which,  like  the  Schoenwald 
Case,  is  treated  and  distinguished  in  Kxllbt 
V.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank. 

The  by-law  provided,  in  that  case,  that  "the 
bank  will  use  its  best  efforts  to  prevent  fraud, 
but  all  payments  made  to  persons  producing 
the  deposit  books  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid  payments  to  depositors  respectively,"  and 
the  depositor's  wife  fraudulently  applied  to 
the  bank  for  the  money,  presenting  the  pass 
book  and  a  check  with  the  forged  signature  of 
the  depositor;  and  the  Jury  were  charged  that 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  only  question  for  them  to  determine  was 
whether  the  bank  used  its  best  efforts  to  secure 
the  payment  to  the  proper  person.  And,  in 
afHrmlng  a  Judgment  for  the  plaintiff,  the  court 
distinguished  and  limited  Schoenwald  v.  Metro- 
politan Sav.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418,  supra,  in 
which.  It  was  said,  no  special  attention  was 
given  to  the  clause  in  the  rules  to  the  effect 
that  the  secretary  would  use  his  best  efforts  to 
prevent  fraud.  There  the  signature  to  the  or- 
der used  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  payment 
was  very  much  like  the  signature  of  the  deposi- 
tor upon  the  signature  book.  From  some  state- 
ments in  the  Schoenwald  Case,  however,  the 
court  sharply  dissented, — for  instance,  that  to 
the  effect  that  "a  bank  had  a  right  to  make 
the  payment  on  the  simple  production  of  the 
pass  book,"  the  fact  being  that  the  depositor 
was  a  woman  and  the  book  was  produced  by  a 
man,  which  fact  at  once  notified  the  bank  that 
it  was  not  the  depositor  who  applied,  for  the 
payment;  and  in  such  a  case  it  could  not  be 
that  the  bank  offlcers  should  not  be  called  to 
the  exercise  of  inquiry  and  care.  The  oflicers 
of  savings  banks,  acting  under  rules  like  those 
under  discussion,  are  bound  to  the  exercise  of 
care  and  diligence,  up  to  the  standard  fixed  for 
the  bank  by  those  rules,  and,  the  book  being 
produced  by  a  person  of  the  opposite  sex  from 
the  depositor's,  it  was  then  necessary  to  rely 
upon  an  order  from  the  depositor,  and  the  bank 
could  no  longer  depend  upon  the  rule  that  the 
production  of  the  pass  book  was  enough  to 
allow  the  payment  The  case  of  Appleby  y. 
Erie  County  Sav.  Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12,  supra,  was 
also  distinguished  upon  the  ground  that  the  de- 
cision there,  afllrmlng  the  refusal  of  the  trial 
court  to  give  to  the  Jury  the  question  of  the 
negligence  of  the  bank,  because  the  difference 
between  the  two  signatures  was  not  marked 
enough  to  the  trial  court  to  require  it,  was 
grounded  upon  the  reason  that  the  appellate 
court  did  not  have  the  opportunity  which  the 
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the  depositor  or  his  legal  representative 
■hall  lodge  with  the  treasurer  a  written 
discharge." 

"Art.  15.  This  bank  will  not  be  respon- 
sible to  any  depositor,  or  to  his  heirs  or 
assigns,  for  any  fraud  that  may  be  prac- 
tised upon  any  of  the  officers  of  this  in- 
stitution by  forged  signatures,  or  by  pre- 
senting a  depositor's  book,  and  drawing 
money  without  the  knowledge  or  consent  of 
the  own^r.  And  all  entries  of  money  paid, 
made  in  the  depositor's  book  by  an  officer 
of  the  institution,  shall  be  deemed  good  and 
valid  evidence  of  money  paid,  and  shall  ex- 
onerate this  bank  from  any  liability  on  ac- 
count of  any  fraud  practised  in  drawing  the 
money  of  any  depositor." 

The  above  facts  appear  to  have  been 
proved  at  the  trial  beyond  controversy. 

Whether  the  officers  of  the  bank  exercised 
reasonable  care  in  issuing  the  second  book, 
and  in  making  the  payments  to  Mrs.  Keith 
upon  the  first  and  second  book  upon  the 
forged  orders,  and  whether  the  plaintiff  was 
negligent  in  failing  to  keep  her  first  bank 
book  in  a  safe  place,  and  in  not  notifying 
the  bank  that  her  daughter  had  fraudulently 


drawn  money  on  the  first  book  when  she 
learned  of  it,  in  April,  19Q2,  were  among 
the  disputed  questions  of  fact  at  the  trial. 

The  only  properly  assigned  reasons  of  ap- 
peal are  the  denial  of  the  defendant's  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial  upon  the  ground  that 
the  verdict  was  against  the  evidence,  and 
the  failure  of  the  trial  judge  to  charge  the 
jury  in  accordance  with  the  specific  re- 
quests set  forth  in  the  appeal.  The  last 
reason  of  appeal,  that  "the  court  erred  in 
charging  the  jury  as  certified  to  in  the 
printed  record,"  is  not  a  proper  assignment 
of  error.  It  fails  to  point  out  the  partic- 
ular errors  complained  of  in  a  charge  cover- 
ing 12  pages  of  the  printed  record,  and 
therefore  raises  no  question  which  this 
court  is  bound  to  review.  Gen.  Stat.  1902, 
§  802;  Hayden  v.  Fair  Haven  d  W.  R.  Co. 
76  Conn.  355-365,  56  Atl.  613;  Simmonda 
V.  Holmes,  61  Conn.  1-9,  15  L.  R.  A.  253, 
23  Atl.  702. 

The  substance  of  the  several  requests 
contained  in  the  appeal  may  be  fairly  stated 
as  these  four  requests  to  charge:  First, 
that  article  15  of  the  by-laws  was  sufficient 
authority   to   the   bank    for   the    payments 


trial  court  bad  to  Inspect  the  signatures,  and 
also  apon  the  ground  that  there  the  person  pre- 
senting the  book  was  of  the  same  sex  as  the 
depositor.  Allen  v.  WllUamsburgh  Sav.  Bank, 
69  N.  Y.  814. 

It  was  also  held  that,  because  the  bank  had 
stipulated  to  use  Its  best  efforts  to  prevent 
fraud.  It  was  proper  to  refuse  to  charge  that. 
If  the  hank's  officers  exercised  ordinary  care 
and  diligence,  and  paid  In  good  faith,  it  was 
excused ;  In  the  Appleby  Case,  62  N.  Y.  12, 
9upra,  also,  the  contract  of  the  bank  did  not 
call  for  its  best  eflForts,  but  only  for  Its  "en- 
deavor.'* Ibid. 

In  regard  to  the  sufficiency  of  the  facts  put 
In  evidence  to  show  negligence  In  the  defendant 
bank.  In  a  case  where  the  thief  produced  the 
hook  and  a  check  with  the  forged  signature 
of  the  depositor,  and  the  cashier  paid  It  after 
comparing  the  signature  with  that  of  the  de- 
positor In  the  signature  book.  It  was  held,  upon 
the  question  whether  the  cashier  used  reason- 
able care  In  the  comparison,  that  what  the  Jury 
were  to  determine  was  what  degree  of  signif- 
icance would  be  attached  to  the  differences  ob- 
served In  the  signatures,  not  by  a  common  per- 
son, hut  by  a  skilled  person  such  as  the  cashier 
was;  from  his  examination  and  cross-examina- 
tion a  Jury  could  judge  not  only  of  what  was 
the  effect  upon  his  mind  caused  by  his  compar- 
ing the  signatures,  but  of  what  would  have 
been  the  effect  If  he  had  given  due  attention  to 
what  the  dissimilarities  indicated.  Fricke  v. 
German  Sav.  Bank,  24  Jones  &  S.  468,  4  N.  Y. 
Supp.  627. 

And  if,  at  the  time  of  the  payment  of  a 
savings-bank  account,  a  fact  or  circumstance  is 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  bank's  officers 
which  Is  calculated  and  ought  to  excite  the 
suspicion  and  inquiry  of  an  ordinarily  careful 
person  as  to  the  identity  or  authority  of  the 
person  making  the  demand,  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  bank  to  Institute  such  an  Inquiry,  and 
69  L.R.  A. 


failure  to  do  so  presents  a  question  as  to  the 
bank's  negligence,  for  the .  consideration  of  the 
Jury.  And  such  a  fact  or  circumstance  is 
brought  to  the  attention  of  the  bank's  officers 
when  a  person  unknown  to  the  bank's  officers 
presents  the  pass  book,  together  with  a  forged 
paper,  apparently  a  power  of  attorney,  signed 
with  the  name  of  the  depositor  In  his  individ- 
ual capacity,  and  giving  the  holder  authority  to 
draw  all  funds  to  the  credit  of  the  depositor  as 
executor  of  an  estate  mentioned  in  the  instru- 
ment, when  the  funds  actually  deposited  are 
to  the  credit  of  the  depositor  as  administrator 
of  another  estate;  since  the  forged  paper,  al- 
though it  correctly  gives  the  number  of  the 
pass  book,  does  not  relate  at  all  to  the  depos- 
it in  question,  and  confers  no  authority  on  the 
person  presenting  It  to  draw  the  money,  this 
furnishes  sufficient  grounds  for  suspicion,  and 
the  question  of  the  defendant  bank's  negligence, 
in  an  action  for  the  amount  paid,  should  be 
submitted  to  the  Jury.  Gearns  v.  Bowery  Sav. 
Bank.  135  N.  Y.  557,  32  N.  E.  249. 

But  where  the  by-laws  provided  that  pay- 
ments to  persons  presenting  the  book,  whether 
with  or  without  an  order  or  letter  of  attorney, 
purporting  to  be  signed  by  the  depositor,  should 
he  deemed  good  payments  to  depositors  re- 
spectively, and  discharge  the  bank;  and  pay- 
ments were  made  to  a  man  who  presented  with 
the  book  orders  purporting  to  be  signed  by  the 
depositor  (who  was  a  woman)  ;  and  ui^on  the 
trial  bo,th  parties  moved  for  a  direction  of  a 
verdict;  and  the  court  made  a  finding  in  favor 
of  the  defendant,— it  was  held  that,  it  being 
necessary  to  take  the  view  of  the  evidence  most 
favorable  to  the  defendant,  there  was  nothing 
in  the  evidence  or  in  the  attendant  circum- 
stances to  put  the  bank  upon  such  notice  as  to 
require  it  to  exercise  diligence  other  than  such 
as  would  have  been  required  by  Its  rule  in  cases 
where  only  the  deposit  book  was  produced :  and 
hence  the  finding  was  not  disturbed.     Winter  v. 
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made  to  Mrs.  Keith;  second,  that  the  plain- 1 
tiff's  failure  to  notify  the  hank  that  Mrs. 
Keith  had  fraudulently  drawn  money  on 
her  deposit  hook  when  she  first  learned  of 
that  fact  prevented  the  plaintiff  from  re- 
covering the  sums  paid  by  the  bank  to  Mrs. 
Keith;  third,  that,  if  Mrs.  Keith  obtained 
possession  of  the  deposit  book  through  the 
carelessness  of  the  plaintiff  in  her  manner 
of  keeping  it,  the  plaintiff  could  not  re- 
cover the  money  paid  by  the  bank  to  Mrs. 
Keith  by  reason  of  her  possession  of  the 
book;  fourth,  that  the  jury  would  not  be 
justified  in  finding  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  bank  from  the  mere  fact  that  signa- 
tures of  depositors  were  not  kept  for  the 
purpose  of  comparison,  and  that  the  fact 
that  Mrs.  Keith  was  a  daughter  of  the 
plaintiff  might  be  considered  as  partially 
excusing  the  officers  of  the  bank  for  not 
having  exercised  greater  caution. 

By  accepting  from  the  bank  and  using, 
as  she  did,  the  deposit  book,  in  which  arti- 
cles 13  and  15  of  the  by-laws  were  printed, 
the  plaintiff  assented  to  these  regulations, 
and  they  became  a  part  of  the  contract  of 
deposit  for  the  protection  of  the  bank  and 


the  depositor,  and  binding  alike  upon  both. 
Eaves  v.  PeopWa  Bav,  Bank,  27  Conn.  229* 
231,  71  Am.  Dec.  59;  Donlan  v.  Provident 
Inat.  for  Savings,  127  Mass.  183,  34  Am. 
Rep.  358;  Appleby  v.  Erie  County  Sav. 
Bank  62  N.  T.  12.  By  the  language 
of  article  13,  in  the  absence  of  any 
modifying  agreement  the  bank  was  au- 
thorized to  pay  deposits  and  dividends 
only  to  the  depositor  or  his  attorney,  or, 
in  case  of  his  death,  to  his  l^al' represent- 
ative; and  the  bank  could  not  avoid  liabil- 
ity for  payment  made  upon  a  forged  order 
to  one  who  had  fraudulently  obtained  pos- 
session of  the  deposit  book,  even  by  show- 
ing that  such  payment  was  made  in  good 
faith,  and  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
and  in  accordance  with  the  general  practice 
among  savings  banks.  Eavee  v.  PeopU^s 
8av,  Bank,  27  Conn.  229-231,  71  Am.  Dec. 
59.  It  was  evidently  for  the  purpose  of 
relieving  the  bank  from  so  great  a  liability 
that  the  provisions  of  article  13  were  modi- 
fied by  those  of  article  15.  It  was  undoubt- 
edly learned  from  experience  that  the  de- 
positors of  a  savings  bank  were  so  numer- 
ous that  they  could  not  all  be  personally 


Wllllamsburgb  Sav.  Bank,  68  App.  Div.  193,  74 
N.  y.  Supp.  140. 

Where  the  husband  of  the  depositor  present- 
ed the  book  at  the  savings  bank,  which  declined 
to  pay  an  til  assured  by  the  husband  that  he 
acted  as  agent  for  the  wife,  whereupon  he  was 
given  a  check,  payable  to  wife's  order,  upon  a 
national  bank,  which  refused  to  pay  it  without 
the  wife's  indorsement,  and  the  husband  then 
returned  to  the  savings  bank  and  stated  that 
he  was  authorized  to  do  business  for  his  wife, 
when  an  indorsement  was  written  on  the  check 
by  a  bank  officer  in  this  form :  "Bllen  Clark,  as 

his 
authorized    by     William     X     Clark.     Witness, 

mark 
Frank  Russell :"  and  upon  this  indorsement  the 
national  bank  paid  the  money  to  the  husband, — 
It  was  held  that  the  savings  bank  was  liable  to 
the  depositor  for  the  payment,  and  hence  that 
a  Judgment  in  her  favor  should  not  be  dis- 
turbed ;  but  upon  entirely  different  grounds,  one 
of  the  two  Justices  saying  that  the  question  of 
the  defendant's  negligence  in  delivering  the 
check  to  the  fraudulent  claimant  was  properly 
submitted  to  the  Jury,  upon  the  evidence  in  the 
case,  the  deposit  being  marked  in  the  pass  book 
"special,**  and  the  evidence  showing  that  notice 
was  given  to  the  bank  by  the  depositor  to  pay 
to  no  one  but  herself;  the  other  Justice,  how- 
ever, declared  that  the  savings  bank,  by  giving 
onlT"  a  check  payable  to  the  real  depositor, 
which  could  not  be  paid  without  the  depositor's 
Indorsement,  protected  her  against  {Payment  to 
any  other  person ;  but  the  national  bank.  In  pay- 
ing the  check  without  the  Indorsement  of  the 
payee,  was  not  authorized  to  charge  the  amount 
against  the  savings  bank,  for  the  savings  bank 
was  not  bound  by  the  indorsement,  as  to  which 
Its  agent  only  witnessed  and  became  responsi- 
ble for  the  genuineness  of  the  mark,  and  did 
not  guarantee  that  the  husband  was  author- 
ized by  the  depositor  to  act  for  her ;  and  hence 
69  L.R.  A. 


the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  recover  against  the 
savings  bank  because  the  national  bank  had  no 
right  to  charge  against  the  savings  bank's  ac- 
count the  money  paid  on  the  check,  and  the 
savings  bank  had  a  good  cause  of  action 
against  the  national  bank.  Clark  v.  Sauger- 
ties  Sav.  Bank,  62  Hun,  846,  17  N.  Y.  Supp. 
215. 

In  a  case  In  which  th4  liability  of  the  bank 
for  making  the  payment  was  simply  assumed 
by  the  court,  where  a  depositor's  attorney  drew 
out  all  her  account  upon  presentation  of  the 
pass  book  and  a  forged  order,  and  later  de- 
posited in  the  bank  to  her  credit  a  less  sum. 
and  gave  her  the  new  pass  book.  It  was  held 
that,  after  drawing  out  the  sum  deposited  by 
her  attorney  to  her  credit,  she  might  recover 
from  the  bank  the  sum  which  he  fraudulently 
drew  before.  The  bank,  being  negligent  in  mak- 
ing the  payment,  always  remained  her  debtor 
for  the  sum  her  attorney  drew  out,  and  that 
indebtedness  could  not  be  discharged  by  a  pay- 
ment on  a  forged  order  and  a  fraudulent  sur- 
render of  the  pass  boolc;  so  when  the  addi- 
tional sum  was  deposited  by  the  attorney  the 
bank  owed  her  the  sum  of  the  two  amounts, 
and  the  attorney  still  owed  to  the  bank  the 
amount  he  fraudulently  drew.  Underbill  v. 
Poughkeepsle  Sav.  Bank,  82  Hun,  432. 

e.  Payment   toltfiout   either   impereenation   or 
forgery. 

The  reasonable  care  the  lack  of  which  renders 
the  bank  responsible  for  payments  to  fraudu- 
lent claimants  may  fall  to  be  exercised  In 
other  matters  than  mere  Identification  of  the 
person  presenting  the  pass  book  or  a  check  or 
order,  or  than  scrutiny  and  comparison  of  the 
signature  on  the  paper  presented.  So  when 
there  Is  no  Impersonation  of  the  depositor,  and 
no  pretense  of  presenting  genuine  paper  signed 
by  him,  payment  by  the  bank,  to  one  who  mere 
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known  to  its  officers,  that  many  of  them 
were  imaocustomed  to  writing,  that  they 
frequently  kept  their  bank  books  where 
they  were  aocessibl/^  to  others,  and  that 
therefore  in  some  instances  competent  offi- 
cers, in  the  exercise  of  proper  care  and 
caution,  would  fail  to  detect  forgeries  and 
prevent  imposition  by  persons  presenting 
deposit  books.  It  was  clearly  to  protect  it- 
self against  losses  from  such  impositions, 
and  not  from  losses  which  it  was  its  duty 
to  prevent,  and  which  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary care  it  could  prevent,  that  article 
15  was  adopted.  By  its  provisions  the 
bank  w^as  not  relieved  from  its  duty  to  ex- 
ercise ordinary  care  to  prevent  payment  to 
the  wrong  person,  even  though  such  person 
presented  a  deposit  book,  and  in  accepting 
this  regulation  the  depositor  agreed  to  bear 
the  lose  of  a  payment  to  the  wrong  person 
presenting  the  deposit  book  only  to  the  ex- 
tent that  the  bank  acted  reasonably.  Fer- 
ffuson  V.  Harlem  8av,  Bank,  43  Misc.  10, 
S6  N.  Y.  Supp.  825;  Kummel  v.  Qer- 
mania  8av,  Bank,  127  N.  Y.  488,  13  L.  R. 
A.  786,  28  N.  E.  398;  Sullivan  v.  Levoiston 
Inst,  of  Savings,  56  Me.  507,  96  Am.  Dec. 


500;  Ladd  v.  Augusta  Sav.  Bank,  96  Me. 
510,  58  L.  R.  A.  288,  52  Atl.  1012;  Qifford 
V.  Rutland  Sav.  Bank,  63  Vt.  108,  11  L.  R. 
A.  794,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  744,  21  Atl.  340: 
Brovon  v.  Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67 
N.  H.  549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl. 
336;  Wegner  v.  Second  Ward  Sav.  Bank,  76 
Wis.  242,  44  N.  W.  1096.  The  by-law  in 
question  was  therefore  not  a  sufficient  au- 
thority to  the  bank  for  payments  negligent- 
ly made  to  Mrs.  Keith,  and  the  court  did 
not  err  in  not  charging  the  jury  in  accord- 
ance with  the  first  request. 

Nor  did  the  trial  court  err  in  not  charging 
in  accordance  with  the  second  and  third  re- 
quests.  Article  15  furnished  a  complete  de- 
fense  against  liability  for  payments  to  Mrs. 
Keith  made  by  the  bank  in  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care.  The  second  and  third  re- 
quests must  therefore  rest  upon  the  claim 
that,  under  the  doctrine  of  contributory 
negligence  or  of  estoppel,  the  defendant 
would  not  be  liable  even  for  payments  negli- 
gently made,  if  it  also  apiieared  that  the 
plaintiff  was  negligent  in  not  notifying  the 
bank  of  the  fraudulent  acts  of  Mrs.  Keith, 
or  in  not  taking  proper  care  of  her  bank 


ly  pretends  to  be  legally  authorized  to  draw 
•ipon  the  account  in  question,  will  be  at  the 
peril  of  the  institution. 

Payment  upon  the  production  of  a  pass  book 
by  the  father  of  the  owner  of  a  deposit,  when 
the  bank  olScers  know  him  to  be  the  deposi- 
tor's father,  bat  he  is  not  his  general  guardian, 
is  DO  protection  to  the  bank,  which  in  so  pay- 
ing does  not  exercise  the  ordinary  care  neces- 
sary in  making  payments,  notwithstanding 
etipulatlons  in  the  by-laws,  binding  upon  the 
-depositor,  to  the  effect  that  the  possession  of 
the  book  shall  be  sufficient  authority  to  war- 
rant payments  to  the  possessor.  Ficken  v. 
Emigrants'  Industrial  Sav.  Bank,  38  Misc.  92, 
•67  N.  Y.  Supp.  143. 

And  In  a  case  where  an  agent  deposited 
money  !n  a  savings  bank  In  the  name  of  the 
principal,  signing,  as  agent  for  the  owner,  a 
-certificate  which  provided  that  the  account 
might  be  withdrawn  by  the  person  who  might 
present  the  book,  or  according  to  the  charter 
and  by-laws  as  set  forth  in  the  book  of  depos- 
it delivered  to  the  depositor ;  and  these  by-laws 
in  the  deposit  book  provided  that,  "as  it  will 
be  impossible  for  the  officers  of  the  corporation 
to  identify  every  depositor,  the  production  of 
the  book  of  deposit  will  be  held  to  show  that 
the  person  producing  the  same  is  legally  au- 
tborized  to  receive  the  deposit;  and  the  cor- 
poration wil!  not  be  responsible  for  loss  sus- 
tained when  the  book  of  deposit  is  so  pro- 
duced and  the  money  paid  entered  thereon,  un- 
less the  depositor  has  given  notice  to  the  treas- 
urer that  said  book  has  been  lost  or  stolen," — 
it  was  held  that  this  stipulation  between  the 
iMuik  and  the  depositor  did  not  relieve  the  bank 
from  the  duty  of  acting  in  good  faith  and  with 
reasonable  care,  when  the  agent,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  depositor,  abstracted  the  book 
and  presented  it  to  the  bank,  which  took  It  in 
pledge  knowing  that  the  pledgeor  was  not  the 
apparent  owner  of  the  book,  and  without  re- 
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quiring  him  to  produce  evidence  of  his  author- 
ity from  the  depositor,  such  as  an  assignment, 
order,  or  proof 'of  delivery;  and  hence  the  de- 
positor was  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the 
book  discharged  from  the  pledge.  The  stipu- 
lation between  the  parties  (the  court  says) 
"does  not  mean  that  the  bank  is  absolved  from 
all  obligation  of  caution.  A  depositor  is  a 
beneficiary  of  a  fund  held  by  the  bank  as  trustee. 
The  trustee  is  incorporated  for  the  purpose 
of  exercising  care  in  the  management  and  pres- 
ervation of  deposits.  This 'object  would  not 
be  accomplished  by  care  in  the  Investment  of 
the  fund,  and  recklessness  in  paying  a  deposit 
to  a  wrongful  possessor  of  a  book.  .  .  .  The 
by-law  and  agreement  are  to  be  construed  ac- 
cording to  the  authorized  business  and  organic 
object  of  the  institution.  The  terms  of  deposit 
cannot  be  understood  to  make  the  books  pay- 
able to  bearer,  like  bank  bills,  without  im- 
puting to  the  trustee  a  deliberate  and  studied 
attempt  to  expose  beneficiaries  to  a  great  and 
unnecessary  peril  of  loss,  and  to  deprive  them 
of  important  security  which  the  trustee  was 
chartered  to  furnish."  Kimball  t.  Norton,  59 
N.  H.  1.  47  Am.  Rep.  171. 

And  similarly,  in  two  decided  cases  payments 
were  made  under  similar  circumstances,  but 
after  the  death  of  the  depositor. 

In  Hunter  v.  Wallace,  14  U.  C.  Q.  B.  205.  the 
bank  representative  knew  of  the  death  of  the 
depositor.  According  to  his  testimony  the  de- 
posit was  made  with  the  express  understanding 
that  any  person  producing  the  pass  book  should 
be  entitled  to  receive  the  amount  of  the  de- 
posit, and,  upon  payment,  after  the  death  of 
the  depositor,  to  one  of  his  connections,  who 
later  absconded,  it  was  held  that  whatever  the 
agreement  was  between  the  depositor  and  the 
bank's  officer  when  the  money  was  deposited,  it 
was  terminated  by  the  death  of  the  depositor, 
and  the  bank  was  bound,  when  its  officer  be- 
came aware  of  the  death,  to  retain  the  money 
22 
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book.  If  the  question  whether  thd  plaintiff 
was  negligent  in  these  matters  were  a  ma- 
terial one  in  this  case,  it  may  well  bo 
doubted  whether  the  jury  would  have  been 
justified  in  finding,  upon  the  facts,  that 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  by  the  plain- 
tiff to  prevent  the  bank  from  being  imposed 
upon  required  her  to  give  notice  in 
April,  1902,  of  her  daughter's  fraudulent 
acts,  or  to  keep  her  bank  book  more  secure- 
ly than  she  did  before  she  learned  that  her 
daughter  had  wrongfully  obtained  posses- 
sion of  it  and  dra'^'n  money  upon  it.  The 
plaintiff  knew  that,  by  the  by-laws  of  the 
bank,  "neither  the  principal  nor  interest  of 
any  deposit"  would  be  paid  to  any  person 
"unless  the  depositor's  book"  should  be  pre- 
sented. Upon  learning  of  her  daughter's 
acts  she  at  once  put  the  book  where  her 
daughter  could  not  get  possession  of  it. 
Can  it  be  said  that  ordinary  care  required 
the  plaintiff  to  anticipate  that  her  daughter, 
without  having  possession  of  the  deposit 
book,  might  oootinue  to  draw  her  money, 


by  procuring,  as  she  did.  by  fraud  and  for- 
gery, a  new  book  to  be  issued?  As  to  the 
plaintiff's  alleged  carelessness  in  leaving 
her  bank  book  where  Mrs.  Keith  could  ob- 
tain possession  of  it,  it  appears  that  she 
kept  it  locked  with  other  valuable  papers 
in  a  bookcase  drawer  in  the  hallway  on 
the  second  floor  of  her  dwelling,  with  the 
key  in  her  own  sleeping  room.  Can  de- 
positors in  savings  banks  be  reasonably  re- 
quired, under  ordinary  circumstances,  to 
take  greater  precautions  in  keeping  their 
bank  books?  And  especially  could  the 
plaintiff  be  reasonably  expected  to  take 
greater  precautions  to  prevent  her  own 
daughter  from  obtaining  possession  of  the 
book  before  she  learned  that  she  had  wrong- 
fully drawn  money  upon  it? 

But  without  deciding  whether  there  waa 
sufficient  evidence  to  go  to  the  jury  upon 
the  question  of  the  plaintiff's  negligence 
had  that  been  a  material  inquiry  in  this  case, 
we  hold  that  the  bank  would  not  have  been 
exonerated  from  liability  for  payments  n^- 


until   some  one   legally  authorized  should   de- 
mand it. 

*So  in  Hoffmann  v.  Union  Dime  Sav.  Inst.  95 
App.  DlT.  829,  88  N.  Y.  Supp.  686,  Affirming 
upon  this  point  41  Misc.  517.  85  N.  Y.  Supp.  16 
(treated  infra,  IV.  f),  where  a  depositor  had 
given  her  attorney  a  power  of  attorney,  which 
he  presented  after  her  death  with  the  pass 
book,  and  the  bank  paid  without  knowledge  of 
the  death,  it  was  held,  in  spite  of  the  by-law's 
provision  for  discharge  for  payments  to  per- 
sons producing  the  pass  book  with  or  without 
a  letter  of  attorney,  that,  since  the  by-laws 
also  provided  that  on  the  death  of  any  de- 
positor the  amount  standing  to  his  credit 
should  be  paid  only  to  his  legal  representative, 
the  payment  must  be  made  good  to  the  adminis- 
trator. This  decision,  however,  as  based  simply 
upon  the  by-law,  seems  to  have  been  over- 
ruled (except  in  the  opinion  of  Vann,  J.)  by 
Kkllbt  t.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank.  (See  also, 
Farmer  v.  Manhattan  Sav.  Inst.  60  Hun,  462, 
15  N.  Y.  Supp.  285,  and  Podmore  v.  South 
Brooklyn  Sav.  Inst.  48  App.  Div.  218,  62  N.  Y. 
Supp.  9G1,  Affirmed  in  175  N.  Y.  69.  96  Am.  St. 
Rep.  G03,  67  N.  E.  118,  In  the  following  sub- 
division.) 

f.  Payment  after  the  death  of  the  depoeitor. 

When  the  fraud  is  perpetrated  after  the  de- 
positor has  died,  the  rule  of  liability  of  the 
bank  for  its  negligence  varies,  depending  in 
the  first  place  upon  the  question  whether  or 
not  tb<)  bank  had  notice  of  the  death. 

SOf  ouder  by-laws  providing  in  the  first 
place  that  the  officers  will  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent frauds,  but  all  payments  made  to  any  per- 
son producing  the  proper  deposit  pass  book 
shall  be  good  and  valid  payments,  where  the 
bank,  having  notice  of  the  depositor's  death 
and  the  appointment  of  an  administrator  in 
another  state,  paid  over  the  amount  to  a  third 
person,  who  had  presented  the  book  and  an 
affidavit  from  the  administrator  that  he  had 
been  discharged  and  that  the  holder  of  the 
book  was  entitled  to  receive  the  money ;  and 
the  bank  assented  to  a  collusive  Judgment  be- 
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ing  taken  against  Itself  for  the  amount. — the 
Judgment,  being  collusive,  did  not  protect  the 
bank  in  Its  payment,  and  in  an  action  brought 
by  an  ancillary  administrator  of  the  depositor, 
later  appointed  in  this  state,  it  was  error  U> 
refuse  to  allow  the  plaintiff  to  go  to  the  Jury 
on  the  question  of  the  bank*8  negligence  In 
poylng  the  account,  as  it  did.  The  representa- 
tions of  the  administrator,  after  he  was  dis- 
charged from  his  trust,  to  the  effect  that  the 
payee  was  entitled  to  receive  the  money,  could 
have  no  greater  effect  than  the  representations 
of  n  stranger;  and,  whatever  might  have  been 
the  position  of  the  parties  if  the  rule  of  the 
bank  stood  alone,  that  all  payments  to  persons 
producing  the  pass  book  should  be  valid,  un- 
deniably the  rule,  if  it  was  not  made  entirely 
inapplicable,  was  materially  qualified  by  the 
later  rule  providing  that  on  the  death  of  a  de- 
positor the  amount  standing  to  his  credit  should 
b<»  paid  to  his  legal  representative.  Farmer  v. 
Mnrihaftan  Sav.  Inst.  60  Hun,  462,  15  N.  Y. 
Supp.  235. 

The  same  result  is  reached,  on  different 
grounds,  In  Hunter  v.  Wallace,  14  U.  C.  Q.  B. 
205,  supra,  IV.  e. 

And  In  a  case  discussed,  quoted,  and  dis- 
tinguished in  Kellbt  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank, — 
Mahon  v.  South  Brooklyn  Sav.  Inst.  175  N.  Y. 
69,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  608,  67  N.  B.  118,  Affirm- 
ing 48  App.  Div.  218.  62  N.  Y.  Supp.  961, — 
when  one  by-law  printed  in  a  pass  book,  '*al- 
though  the  institution  will  endeavor  to  pre- 
vent frauds  and  impositions,  yet  all  payments 
to  persons  producing  the  pass  book  Issued  by 
it  shall  be  valid  payments  to  discharge  the 
institution,'*  immediately  followed  another  pro- 
viding that  *'on  the  decease  of  any  depositor^ 
the  amount  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  de- 
ceased shall  be  paid  to  his  or  her  legal  repre- 
sentatives,"— it  was  held  that  the  one  first 
mentioned  applied  only  to  payments  made  dur- 
ing the  life  of  the  depositor,  or,  at  most,  with- 
out notice  of  his  death,  and  not  when  the  bank 
knew  that  he  was  dead.  Hence,  the  exclusion 
of  evidence,  offered  by  the  defendant  bank,  to 
show  that  the  bank  exercised  due  care  In  mak- 
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ligently  made  by  its  officers  to  Mrs.  Keith, 
even  if  the  jury  could  have  properly  found 
from  the  evidence  that  the  plaintiff  was 
guilty  of  the  claimed  negligence.  This  is 
not  an  action  based  upon  the  negligence  of 
the  defendant^  in  which  the  plaintiff  was  re- 
quired to  prove  that  she  exercised  due  care. 
It  is  an  action  to  recover  money  deposited 
by  the  plaintiff  with  the  defendant^  and 
which  the  defendant  contracted,  as  declared 
in  the  deposit  book,  to  repay  to  the  plain- 
tiff, or  to  her  order,  or  to  her  legal  repre- 
sentative, upon  presentation  of  the  book. 
Eaves  v.  People's  8av,  Bank,  27  Conn.  229- 
231,  71  Am.  Dec.  59.  From  its  absolute 
undertaking  to  pay  to  the  depositor  or  his 
order,  article  15  relieves  the  bank  in  cases 
of  payments  made  in  good  faith  and  in 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  eare  to  persons 
presenting  the  book,  even  though  such  pay- 
ments are  made  upon  forged  orders.  As 
we  have  already  shown,  no  greater  protec- 
tion than  this  was  intended  to  be  afforded 
the  bank  by  the  provisions  of  article  15, 


Even  if  the  plaintiff  was  negligent,  as 
claimed,  that  did  not  excuse  the  bank  officers 
from  exercising  ordinary  care  to  prevent  one 
who  they  knew  was  not  a  depositor  from 
obtaining  money  upon  a  forged  order,  nor 
relieve  the  bank  from  liability  for  pay- 
ments negligently  made  to  the  wrong  per- 
son. The  question  of  contributory  negli- 
gence is  not  involved  in  the  case.  If  the 
bank  officers  failed  to  exercise  ordinary 
care  in  faiaking  the  payments  to  Mrs.  Keith 
upon  forged  orders,  the  bank  was  liable  to 
the  plaintiff  for  the  sums  so  paid.  If  the 
officers  exercised  such  care,  the  bank  was 
relieved  from  liability  by  the  provisions  of 
article  16  of  its  by-laws.  Oeitelsohn  v. 
Oitieens'  Ba/v,  Bank,  17  Misc.  574,  40  N.  Y. 
Supp.  662;  Braum  v.  Merrimack  River  8av. 
Bank,  67  N.  H.  549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700, 
39  Atl.  336;  Ladd  v.  AuffU8ta  8av,  Bank, 
96  Me.  520,  52  Atl.  1016;  People's  Sao. 
Ladd  y.  Androscoggin  Oounty  8av.  Bank, 
96  Me.  520,  52  Atl.  1016;  People's  8av. 
Bank  v.  Cupps,  91  Pa.  315. 


In^  the  payment,  was  proper,  for  the  reason 
that  the  nile  of  dllifrence  invoked  by  the  bank 
applied  only  to  the  case  of  a  living  depositor, 
and  not  to  the  case  of  a  dead  one,  who  was  un- 
able to  protect  himself. 

The  prevailing  opinion  In  Kellbt  v.  Buffalo 
Sav.  Bank,  however  (while  holding  the  bank 
liable  on  account  of  negligence  in  falling  to  com- 
pare the  signatures  in  its  possession),  distin- 
guishes the  Mahon  Case  upon  the  ground  of 
the  presence  in  it  of  knowledge  of  the  fact  of 
the  death,  there  being  no  notice  of  It  in  the 
KsLLKT  Case,  the  bank  paying  the  amount  of 
the  deposit  to  a  member  of  the  same  family. 

In  Hoffmann  v.  Union  Dime  Sav.  Inst.  95 
App.  Div.  829,  88  N.  Y.  Supp.  686,  Affirming 
41  Misc.  517,  85  N.  T.  Supp.  16  (mentioned 
•mpra,  IV.  e)  the  bank  was  held  to  be  liable, 
though  without  -  knowledge  of  the  depositor's 
death,  for  payment  to  a  fraudulent  claimant, 
when  the  by-laws  contained  the  same  by-law 
occurring  in  the  Mahon  Case  and  the  Kbllbt 
Cask,  providing  that  on  the  death  of  the  de- 
positor the  amount  should  be  paid  to  his  repre- 
sentative; but  this  case  is  not  now  authority, 
according  to  the  Eelley  Case. 

In  a  Massachusetts  case,  however,  going  in 
the  other  direction,  when  the  bank  book  was 
presented  to  the  bank  by  a  stranger  after  the 
death  of  the  depositor,  and  after  the  executor 
had  Issued  the  usual  probate  citations,  and  it 
was  paid  in  good  faith  by  the  bank,  which 
bad  no  actual  notice  of  the  death;  and  It  ap- 
peared that  the  depositor  had  subscribed  the 
l^-laws  printed  on  the  bank  book,  providing  that 
the  institution  would  not  be  responsible  when 
the  depositor  had  not  given  notice  of  the  book 
being  stolen  or  lost,  and  for  the  consequences  of 
any  mistake  In  identity,  If  it  paid  to  the  wrong 
person  upon  presentation  of  the  book, — it  was 
held  that  the  by-laws  applied  equally  to  the 
depositor  and  to  his  legal  representatives ;  that 
the  citation  in  the  probate  court  did  not  affect 
the  bank  with  any  notice  of  the  death  of  the  de- 
pojtitor :  and  hence  that  there  could  be  no  re- 
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covery  by  the  depositor's  executor.  Donlan  v. 
Proyidbnt  Inst,  for  Savings,  12Y  Mass.  183,  34 
Am.  Rep.  3.58. 

In  Hayden  v.  Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  15  Abb. 
T*r.  N.  S  '291,  and  People  v.  Third  Ave.  Sav. 
Bank,  98  N.  Y.  661  (treated  supra,  IV.  c),  in- 
volving the  question  merely  of  the  requisite 
degree  of  care  to  be  exercised  by  the  bank  in 
the  identification  of  the  person  presenting  the 
pass  book,  although  the  payments  were  made 
after  the  death  of  the  depositor,  this  fact  Is 
not  treated  as  in  any  way  affecting  the  decision. 

g.  The  obligation  to  compare  the  signaiwres 

It  has  hitherto  probably  not  been  suspected 
that  a  savings  bank  could  be  discharged  In  e 
case  not  governed  by  extraordinarily  stringent 
by-laws,  from  liability  for  a  payment  to  a 
fraudulent  claimant  presenting  a  forged  check, 
if  it  does  not  avail  Itself  of  the  means  ready  and 
at  hand  to  discover  the  fraud,  upon  a  compari- 
son of  the  check's  signature  with  the  signature 
of  the  genuine  depositor  in  the  books  of  the 
bank. 

From  scores  of  decisions  hitherto  presented 
this  question  would  appear  not  to  be  dlsputa- 
able;  but  in  some  cases  It  has  seemed  to  be 
necessary  to  lay  down  the  law  in  accordance 
with  the  general  notion. 

Thus,  the  supreme  court  of  Maine  has  de- 
clared, in  regard  to  what  Is  reasonable  care, 
to  be  exercised  by  the  bank,  that  it  has  been  de- 
cided that  ofllcers  of  a  savings  bank  having 
mauy  thousands  of  depositors,  who  make  a  pay- 
ment to  a  person  unknown  to  them,  who  claims 
to  be  a  depositor,  and  presents  the  bank  book 
of  such  depositor,  when  they  have  not  In  their 
possession,  convenient  for  ready  reference  and 
comparison,  that  depositor's  signature,  and  do 
not  obtain  from  the  person  presenting  the  book 
his  signature  for  comparison,  and  do  not  re- 
quire any  further  *proof  of  Identity  than  the 
possession  of  the  bank  book,  have  not  pursued 
reasonably  safe  methods  of  doing  business,  and 
have  not  exercised  reasonable  care  to  prevent 
loss;  and,  IX  a  comparison  of  the  signature  of 
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Connecticut  Supreme  Court  of  Ebbobs. 


Nov., 


If  the  alleged  negligence  of  the  plaintiff 
had  been  proved,  it  would  not  have  estopped 
her  from  claimin|2^  that  the  orders  were 
forged,  if  the  defendant  was  also  negligent 
in  not  ascertaining  that  fact.  If  the  bank 
officers  were  thus  negligent,  the  facts  would 
fail  to  show  any  such  equity  in  the  defend- 
ant as  would  enable  it  to  invoke  the  princi- 
ple of  equitable  estoppel  against  the  plain- 
tiff. }rorgan  v.  Farrely  58  Conn.  413-427, 
18  Am.  St.  Rep.  282,  20  Atl.  614. 

The  trial  court  rightly  declined  to  in- 
struct the  jury  as  to  the  effect  upon  the 
question  of  defendant's  negligence  of  the  par- 
ticular facts  referred  to  in  the  fourth  re- 
quest. The  question  was  one  of  reasonable 
care  under  all  the  circumstances,  and  these 
facts,  with  others,  were  properly  left  to  the 
consideration  of  the  jury  in  determining 
whether  the  defendant  had  exercised  that 
degree  of  care. 

The  plaintiff  claimed  that  it  appeared 
from  the  evidence  that  the  defendant  was 


guilty  of  negligence  in  failing  to  make  prop- 
er examinations  and  comparisons  of  the 
handwriting  and  signatures  of  the  orders 
and  the  letter  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing whether  they  were  genuine,  in  not  hav- 
ing the  signature  of  the  plaintiff  for  ref- 
erence and  comparison,  and  in  issuing  a 
new  bank  book  to  Mrs.  Keith  without  re- 
quiring proper  proof  of  the  destruction  of 
the  first  one,  or  attempting  to  ascertain 
whether  the  signatures  to  the  bond  pre- 
sented by  Mrs.  Keith  were  genuine.  The 
question  whether  the  bank  officers  were 
guilty  of  negligence  in  making  .these  pay- 
ments in  the  manner  they  did  was  one  of 
fact,  and  was  fairly  submitted  to  the  jury 
and  decided  against  the  defendant. 

An  examination  of  the  evidence  fails  to 
convince  us  that  the  trial  court  erred  in  de- 
nying the  defendant's  motion  for  a  new 
trial  upon  the  ground  that  the  verdict  was 
against  the  evidence. 

There  ia  no  error. 


the  person  falsely  presenting  the  book  with  the 
genuine  one  of  the  depositor  on  file  would  have 
prevented  the  imposition,  then  such  payment 
Is  no  defense  to  an  action  by  the  depositor. 
Ladd  T.  Augusta  Sav.  Bank,  96  Me.  616,  68 
L.   R.   A.  288,  62  Atl.   1012. 

And,  according  to  the  New  York  court  of  ap- 
peals, the  savings  bank  will  not  be  discharged 
by  a  payment  upon  the  production  of  the  pass 
book,  irrespective  of  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care  and  diligence  upon  the  part  of  the  teller 
in  dlscoverning  the  dissimilarity  in  signa- 
tures and  instituting  further  inquiry.  Appleby 
T.  Erie  County  Say.  Bank,  62  N.  Y.  12. 

Thus,  where  it  affirmatively  appears  that  the 
paying  officer  did  not  avail  himself  of  the 
means  at  hand  to  Identify  the  person  presenting 
the  pass  book  and  the  forged  receipt,  the  ques- 
tion of  the  bank's  negligence  is  clearly  for  the 
jury.  Kummel  v.  German  la  Sav.  Bank,  127 
N.  Y.  488,  18  L.  B.  A.  786,  28  N.  B.  S98. 

The  decision  in  Langdalh  v.  Citizens'  Bank, 
freeing  the  bank  from  the  obligation  to  com- 
pare the  signatures  in  its  possession  if  the  pass 
book  Is  presented  by  a  person  apparently  right- 
fully in  possession  of  It,  and  unless  there  are 
"circumstances  to  excite  suspicion,"  Is  a  new 
doctrine,  therefore;  and  the  decision  Is  furth- 
er remarkable  because  of  the  agreement  made 
by  the  bank  with  the  depositor  that  the  bank 
would  use  its  "best  efforts"  to  prevent  fraud. 
This  amounts,  therefore,  to  a  declaration  that 
the  "beet  efforts'*  which  the  bank  covenants  to 
use  in  order  to  prevent  loss  to  the  depositor 
do  not  Include  a  mere  reference  to  a  signature 
on  file  In  order  to  discover  whether  the  signa- 
ture presented  bears  any  resemblance  to  It. 

In  Kbllex  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank^  however, 
is  found  a  contrary  decision,  which  would  seem 
on  the  authorities  to  carry  more  weight;  and 
there  It  is  laid  down  firmly  that  a  failure  to 
compare,  in  the  absence  of  some  unusual  and 
pertinent  excuse,  will  make  the  bank  respon- 
sible for  the  payment. 

And,  upon  the  question  whether'  the  officer 
used  reasonable  care  In  the  comparison,  it  Is 
held  that  what  the  Jury  are  to  determine  Is 
what  degree  of  significance  would  be  attached 
69  L.  R.  A, 


to  the  difTerences  observed  In  the  8ignature9, 
not  by  a  common  person,  but  by  a  skilled  per- 
son such  as  the  cashier  was ;  so  that  they  might 
Judge  not  only  of  what  was  the  effect  upon 
his  mind  caused  by  his  comparing  the  signa- 
tures, but  of  what  would  have  been  the  effect 
if  he  had  given  due  attention  to  what  the  dis- 
similarities Indicated.  Fricke  v.  German  Sav. 
Bank,  24  Jones  &  S.  468,  4  N.  T.  Supp.  627. 
(See  supra,  IV.  d.) 

y.  Contributory    negligence    of    the    depoeitor. 
a.  In  general. 

While  an  action  against  a  savings  bank  by 
a  depositor  for  the  amount  of  an  account  paid 
to  a  fraudulent  claimant  Is  necessarily  one 
founded  upon  the  contract,  entered  Into  by  the 
bank  at  the  time  of  the  deposit,  to  pay  to  the 
real  owner  of  the  account,  the  element  of  negli- 
gence in  making  the  payment.  In  theory,  can 
enter  Into  the  action  on  the  contract  only  upon 
the  supposition  that  the  bank  contracted  not 
to  be  negligent  in  making  any  payments,  but  to 
use  reasonable  care,  or  its  best  efforts,  as  the 
case  might  be,  to  avoid  imposition  and  conse- 
quent damage  to  the  depositor. 

Similarly,  logically,  the  element  of  contribu- 
tory negligence  can  enter  Into  the  discussion 
only  upon  the  theory  that  the  bunk,  in  making 
the  contract  not  to  be  negligent,  only  agreed 
to  this  upon  the  condition,  generally  unex- 
pressed, that  the  depositor  should  not  be  negli- 
gent In  providing  a  stranger  with  the  material 
for  perpetrating  the  fraud,  either  by  allowing 
him  to  obtain  possession  of  the  book  which  by 
the  contract  was  to  constitute  the  evidence  of 
the  right  to  draw  upon  the  account;  or  by  af- 
fording him  information  which,  being  such  as 
only  the  depositor  would  naturally  possess, 
would  enable  the  fraudulent  claimant  to  con- 
vince the  bank's  officials  of  his  Identity  with 
the  depositor ;  or  by  making  the  deposit  In  the 
name  of  another  person:  or  by  falling  to  give 
the  bank  notice.  In  good  season,  of  the  loss  or 
theft  of  the  book  Immediately  after  dlscoverlBf 
the  fact 

In  a  case  where  the  evidence  showed  that 
the  depositor  received  a  letter  reqaeaUng  In- 
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GEORGIA  SUPREME  (X)URT. 


WUliam  LANGD-4LE,  Plff,  in  Err., 

CITIZENS'  BANK  OP  SAVANNAH. 
(121  Oa.  105.) 

*!•  A  depositor  in  u.  mmirlnmrn  bank  is 
bovnd  by  the  reasonable  rules  of  the  bank, 
to  which  he  assents  by  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing. 

S.  A  rate  proT-ldlnv  tbat  **eirerY  effort 
'vrlii  be  made  to  protect  depositors 
against  fraud,  but  payment  made  to  a  person 
presenting  pass  book  shall  be  good  and  valid 
on  account  of  the  owner,  unless  the  pass 
book  has  been  lost  and  notice  in  writing  giy- 
en  to  [the]  bank  before  such  payment  is 
made,'*  la  reasonable,  and  binding  upon  de- 
positors. 

S.  Under    tbe    terms    of    sneb    n    rnley 

*Headnotes  bj  CAin>Lm,  J. 


irbere  n  pass  book  is  presented  by  a 
person     otber     tban     tbe     depositor 

to  whom  It  belongs,  together  with  a  forged 
check  bearing  a  signature  similar  to  that  of 
the  depositor,  and  there  is  nothing  to  arouse 
the  suspicion  of  the  teller  or  put  him  upon 
inquiry  as  a  reasonably  prudent  man  as  to 
the  genuineness  of  the  check,  and  the  bank 
in  good  faith  pays  the  check,  belieying  the 
person  presenting  it  to  be  the  depositor,  it 
is  not  liable  In  a  suit  by  the  depositor  to 
recover  the  money  so  paid. 
4.  Tbe  principle  annonnced  in  tbe  pre- 
eedlnv  beadnote  is  not  affected  by 
auotber  rate  of  the  bank  prescribing  that 
depositors  must  always  present  their  pass 
books  when  depositing  or  withdrawing  mon- 
ey, and  that,  "If  not  present  personally,  an 
order  properly  signed  and  witnessed  must 
accompany  the  presentation  of  the  book  in 
case  of  withdrawal.*' 

(October  17,  10'>4.) 


formation  as  to  certain  personal  matters,  which 
would  enable  Its  possessor  to  answer  the  test 
questions  usually  put  to  one  applying  at  a 
savings  bank  for  money,  in  order  to  identify 
him,  and  the  depositor  answered  the  letter,  giv- 
ing the  desired  information,  this  amounted  to 
contributory  negligence  which,  as  a  matter  of 
law,  would  bar  an  action  by  the  depositor  for 
mone3'  paid  by  the  savings  bank  to  one  who 
represented  4ilm«elf  to  be  the  depositor,  and  In 
answer  to  the  test  questions  put  to  him  gave  the 
answers  so  obtained.  Wall  v.  Emigrant  In- 
dnstrlal  Sav.  Bank,  64  Hun,  249,  19  N.  T.  Supp. 
194. 

And  where  the  account  was  begun  in  the 
name  of  another  than  the  real  depositor,  but 
not  in  trost  for  anyone,  and  the  person  in 
whose  name  the  deposit  was  made  discovered 
tbe  fact,  stole  the  bank  book,  and  drew  the 
money.  It  was  held  that  the  depositor  was 
guilty  of  such  gross  negligence  as  not  to  en- 
title him  to  any  favorable  consideration  by  the 
court,  and.  Inasmuch  as  the  bank  acted  in  good 
faith  and  without  negligence  In  protecting  the 
rights  of  the  depositor,  since  the  signature  of 
tbe  fraudulent  claimant,  upon  which  he  drew  the 
money,  was  his  genuine  signature,  and,  upon  the 
face  of  the  records  of  the  bank  and  all  informa- 
tion possessed  by  Its  officers,  he  was  the  person 
entitled  to  the  money,  It  was  wholly  unlike  the 
case  of  money  being  drawn  from  a  bank  on  a 
forged  check  or  order,  for  there  the  bank  offi- 
cers are  bound,  at  their  peril,  to  know  that  the 
signature  on  which  they  pay  out  the  funds  of 
a  depositor  Is  genuine.  Arkofsky  v.  State 
Bav.  Bank,  91  Minn.  440,  108  Am.  St  Rep.  619, 
98  N.  W.  926. 

So,  also,  where  the  deposit  was  made  in  the 
name  of  someone  else  than  the  depositor,  and, 
after  the  real  depositor's  death,  the  person  pre- 
senting the  book,  whether  or  not  he  was  the 
same  person  as  the  one  in  whose  name  the 
money  was  deposited,  was  questioned  as  to 
various  matters  apparently  identifying  him,  an- 
swered to  tbe  description  of  the  depositor,  and 
made  a  signature  which  was  compared  by  the 
official  representing  the  bank  with  tbe  genuine 
signature  of  the  depositor  on  file,  and  was 
thought  hy  tbe  official  to  resemble  the  genuine 
69  L.  R.  A. 


cne  sufficiently, — a  finding  by  a  referee  in  fa- 
vor of  the  bank  was  not  disturbed  on  appeal. 
People  V.  Third  Ave.  Sav.  Bank,  98  N.  T.  661. 

And  the  f&ct  that  he  is  illiterate  and  cannot 
read  the  by-laws  printed  on  his  pass  book  Is 
no  excuHe  to  tbe  depositor  for  not  keeping  his 
book  safely  as  the  rules  demanded.  BurriU  v. 
Dollar  Sav.  Bank,  92  Pa.  134,  87  Am.  Rep.  669. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  the  same  jurisdiction 
as  that  In  which  two  of  the  last  cited  cases 
were  decided,  it  has  been  declared  since  that 
the  rule  of  contributory  negligence  of  tbe  de- 
positor has  no  application  to  such  a  case,  in 
spite  of  the  holding  in  Wall  v.  Emigrant  Indus- 
trial Sav.  Bank,  64  Hun,  249,  19  N.  Y.  Supp. 
194.  Oeitelsohn  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  17 
Misc.  574,  40  N.  T.  Supp.  662. 

So  if  the  case  is  one  of  mispayment  contrary 
to  the  published  rules  there  can  be  no  question 
of  contributory  negligence  in  the  case.  Peo- 
ples' Sav.  Bank  v.  Cupps,  91  Pa.  815. 

And  when  the  lack  of  care  of  the  depositor 
is  not  the  legal  cause  of  tbe  injury,  but  merely 
the  occasion  of  It,  or  merely  an  antecedent 
condition,  the  only  question  is  whether  the 
bank  used  reasonable  care,  and  the  question  of 
contributory  negligence  is  not  Involved  In  It. 
Brown  v.  Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67  N. 
H.  549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  336. 

b.  Failure  to  give  notice  to  the  hank. 

When  the  depositor,  having  discovered  that 
his  pass  book  Is  missing,  fails  to  let  the  Sank 
officials  know  of  the  fact  without  delay,  he  is 
generally  guilty  of  the  very  negligence  which 
the  by-laws  are  Intended  to  guard  against. 

Under  a  by-law  providing  that  '^payments  to 
persons  producing  the  pass  book  shall  be  valid 
payments  to  discharge  the  bank,"  a  depositor 
discovering  the  loss  of  his  book  Is  bound,  at 
his  peril,  to  notify  the  bank  promptly  of  the 
fact;  and  payment  to  a  thief  presenting  the 
pass  book  with  a  forged  order,  two  days  after 
the  loss  and  after  it  Is  suspected  by  the  owner, 
who  has  in  the  meantime  an  opportunity  to 
inform  the  bank  of  it,  discharges  the  bank 
from  liability,  on  the  ground  of  contributory 
negligence  in  the  depositor.  Kelly  v.  Emigrant 
Industrial  Sav.  Bank,  2  Daly,  229. 
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Geoboia  Sxtpbemx  Court. 


Oct., 


ERROR  to  the  City  Court  of  Savannah  to 
review  a  judgment  in  favor  of  defendant 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  money  whioh 
plaintiff  had  deposited  with  defendant.  Af- 
firmed. 

The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opin- 
ion. 

Jfr.  Jacob  Oasan,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

A  rule  required  that»  if  not  present  per- 
sonally, an  order  properly  signed  and  wit- 
nessed must  accompany  the  presentation  of 
the  book  in  case  of  witiidrawal. 

The  depositor  was  not  personally  present 
when  the  $50  were  withdrawn ;  nor  was  the 
order  "properly  signed  and  witnessed.'' 

The  payment  was  contrary  to  the  rule, 
and  the  bank  is  liable. 

2  Morse,  Banks  k  Banking,  4th  ed.  i  620e; 
Ladd  V.  Augusta  8av,  Bank,  96  Me.  516, 
58  L.  R.  A.  288,  52  Atl.  1012;  Kummel  v. 
Qermania  Sav.  Bank,  127  N.  Y.  488,  13  L.  R. 
A,  788,  28  N.  E.  398;  People's  Bav,  Bank  v. 
Cupps,  91  Pa.  315. 

The  money  was  paid  without  any  effort 
being  made  to  protect  the  depositor  against 
fraud,  and  solely  because  the  pass  book  was 
presented ;  and  the  bank  is  liable. 

24  Am.  &  Eng.  Ene.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1259 
(2)-;   2  Morse,   Banks  &  Banking,  4th  ed. 


I  620oy  Allen  v.  WiUiamehurgh  Boo.  Bank^ 
69  N.  Y.  314. 

A  by-law  that  "the  institution  will  not  be 
responsible  for  loss  sustained  when  the  de- 
positor has  not  given  notice  of  his  book  being 
lost  or  stolen"  does  not  relicTe  the  bank 
from  the  duty  of  acting  in  good  faith  and 
with  reasonable  care. 

Brown  v.    Merrimack   River  Bav.   Bank, 

67  N.  H.  549,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl. 
336;  Kimball  v.  Norton,  59  N.  H.  1,  47  Am. 
Rep.  171 ;  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  12586. 

Active  vigilance  to  detect  fraud  and 
forgery  is  due  by  savings-bank  officers  to  a 
depositor  on  paying  the  deposit  to  one  pre- 
senting the  pass  book. 

Kummel  v.  Oermania  Bav.  Bank,  127  N. 
Y.  488,  13  L.  R.  A.  786,  28  N.  E.  398;  Brown 
V.  Merrimack  River  Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H.  549, 

68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  336;  Ladd  v. 
Augusta  Bav.  Bank,  96  Me.  516,  58  L.  R.  A. 
288,  52  Atl.  1012;  Allen  v.  Williamsburgh 
Sav.  Bank,  69  N.  Y.  314;  Boone  v.  Citizens' 
Sav.  Bank,  84  N.  Y.  83,  38  Am.  Rep.  498; 
Smith  V.  Brooklyn  Sav.  Bank,  101  N.  Y.  63, 
54  Am.  Dec.  653,  4  N.  E.  123. 

Whether  or  not  the  bank  was  negligent  in 
paying  to  one  who  had  stolen  the  pass  book. 


Naturally,  however,  when  the  failure  to  give 
notice  was  due  to  the  depositor  having  been  shot 
by  the  thief  who  presented  the  book  and  ob- 
tained the  payment,  and  his  having  been  dis- 
abled until  after  the  payment,  there  couid  be 
no  question  of  negligence  on  his  part  Wegner 
V.  Second  Ward  Sav.  Bank,  76  Wis.  242.  44 
N.  W.  1096. 

And  where  the  person  presenting  the  book 
was  not  required  to  identify  himself,  and  no 
comparison  was  made  of  his  signature  with 
that  of  the  depositor  on  file,  the  neglect  of  the 
depositor  in  not  reporting  the  loss  of  the  book 
was  not  the  legal  cause  of  the  injury  complained 
of,  hut  only  the  occasion  of  it,  or  merely  an 
antecedent  condition  ;  and  hence  the  question  of 
contributory  negligence  was  not  Involved. 
Brown  v.  Merrimacic  River  Sav.  Bank,  67  N.  H. 
649.  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  700,  39  Atl.  836. 

c.  Failure  to  keep  the  pa««  book  safely. 

Where  the  case  is  one  of  payment  contrary 
to  the  published  rules  of  the  bank,  there  can 
be  no  question  of  contributory  negligence  in 
the  depositor  In  not  keeping  his  book  safely. 
People's  Sav.  Bank  v.  Cupps,  91  Pa.  816;  Gei- 
telsohn  v.  Citizens'  Sav.  Bank,  17  Misc.  574, 
40  N.  y.  Supp.  662. 

But  it  has  been  held  that  if  the  oflScers  of 
the  savings  bank,  using  care  and  diligence,  but 
lacking  present  means  of  identifying  the  person 
presenting  the  book,  pay  to  one  apparently  law- 
fully in  possession  of  the  pass  book  as  Its 
owner,  they  have  a  right  to  rely  upon  the 
contract  of  the  depositor  safely  to  keep  the 
evidence  of  his  claim,  or  to  make  known  Its 
loss  before  it  is  presented  for  payment.  Sulli- 
van V.  Lewlston  Inst,  of  Savings,  66  Me.  607, 
96  Am.  Dec.  500. 
69  L.  R.  A. ' 


VI.  Matters  of  evidenee. 

Under  the  principle  that  a  savings  bank  must 
exercise  ordinary  care  in  making  payments,  it 
is  necessary  for  the  depositor,  in  an  action  for 
the  amount  of  his  deposit,  involving  the  valid- 
ity of  such  payments,  to  give  proof  of  facts 
tending  to  show  a  failure  to  exercise  reasonable 
care  and  prudence  in  disbursing  the  money. 
So  where  the  record  presents  no  proof  of  such 
facts  upon  which  negligence  by  the  bank  offi- 
cials can  possibly  be  predicated,  there  is  no 
question  for  submission  to  the  Jury,  and  a 
motion  to  dismiss  should  be  granted.  Israel 
V.  Bowery  Sav.  Bank,  9  Daly,  607. 

And  under  the  New  York  statute  (Laws  of 
1876,  chap.  371,  S  23)  a  savings  bank  depend- 
ing for  its  defense  upon  its  provisions,  in  an 
action  by  a  depositor  to  recover  moneys  paid 
out  by  it  to  a  fraudulent  claimant,  must  show 
affirmatively  that  it  has  complied  with  the 
provision  of  that  statute  directing  that  the 
bank  shall  put  up  the  regulations  for  payments 
of  deposits,  in  some  conspicuous  place,  and 
that  they  shall  be  printed  in  the  pass  book ;  and 
it  is  no  excuse  for  noncompliance  that  the 
regulations  are  printed  In  the  pass  book,  when 
the  depopitor  did  not  read  them.  Kress  v. 
Kast  Side  Sav.  Bank,  50  N.  Y.  S.  R.  273,  21 
N.  Y.  Supp.  652. 

And,  as  bearing  on  the  question  whether  the 
depositor  had  colluded  in  the  presentation  of 
the  book  and  withdrawal  of  the  account,  it  Is 
proper  to  admit  the  evidence  of  the  plaintiff, 
the  depositor's  administrator,  that  the  deposi- 
tor, dying  soon  after  the  payment,  was  nearly 
penniless.  Brown  v.  Merrimack  River  Sav. 
Bank,  67  N.  H.  549,  68  Am.  St  Rep.  700.  39 
Atl.  836.  L.  B.  B. 
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and  who  presented  it  at  the  hank,  personating 
plaintiff,  and  signing  his  name  to  the  check, 
the  bank  having  no  notice  ox  the  theft,  is  a 
question  for  the  jury. 

Wegner  v.  Second  Ward  8av.  Bank,  76 
Wis.  242,  44  N.  W.  1096;  Farmer  v.  Man- 
hattan 8av.  Inst.  60  Hun,  462,  15  N.  Y. 
Supp.  235;  Allen  v.  Williamahurgh  Sav. 
Bank,  69  N.  Y.  314;  Soling  v.  Qervian  Sao. 
Bank,  15  Daly,  386,  7  N.  Y.  Supp.  642. 

The  bank  having  paid  on  the  faith  of  the 
book  being  presented,  and  not  because  of  any 
similarity  in  the  signatures,  it  must  be  justi- 
fied in  making  the  payment  on  that  ground 
or  lose. 

2  Herman,  Estoppel,  p.  947 ;  Fenn  v.  Ware, 
100  Ga.  566,  28  S.  E.  238;  People's  Sav.  Bank 
T.  Smith,  114  Ga.  185,  39  S.  E.  920;  Atlanta 
Trust  d  Bkg.  Co,  v.  Close,  115  Ga.  939,  42 
S.  E.  265;  Choice  v.  State,  31  Ga.  425. 

Messrs.  Adams  A  Adams,  for  defendant 
in  error: 

The  signing  of  the  book  was  the  token  of 
an  agreement  to  abide  by  the  rules,  and  was 
not  put  there  for  comparison. 

The  agreement  that  payment  made  to  a 
person  presenting  the  book  shall  be  good  is 
absolute  and  unconditional,'  in  the  absence  of 
bad  faith  on  the  part  of  the  bank. 

S tones treet  v.  Harrison,  5  Litt.  (Ky.) 
161 ;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Foster,  9  Wyo.  157, 
54  L.  R.  A.  549,  61  Pac.  466,  63  Pac.  1056. 

The  bank  book  must  be  produced  in  order 
to  draw  the  deposit,  and  production  of  the 
book  shall  be  authority  to  the  bank  to  pay 
the  person  producing  it. 

If  the  bank  pays  to  one  having  the  book, 
there  being  no  circumstances  to  excite 
suspicion  and  base  an  imputation  of  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  bank,  the  payment 
is  good. 

2  Morse,  Banks  &  Banking,  S  620,  *  959 ;  5 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  608;  Schoenicald  v. 
Metropolitan  Sav.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418;  Levy 
V.  Franklin  Sav.  Bank,  117  Mass.  448;  Gold- 
rick  T.  Bristol  County  Sav.  Bank,  123  Mass. 
320 ;  Burrill  v.  Dollar  Sav.  Bank,  92  Pa.  134, 
37  Am.  Rep.  669 ;  Donlan  v.  Provident  Inst, 
for  Savings,  127  Mass.  183,  34  Am.  Rep.  368 ; 
Sullivan  v.  Lewiston  Inst,  of  Savings,  56  Me. 
507,  96  Am.  Dec  600;  Cosgrove  v.  Provident 
Inst,  for  Savings,  64  N.  J.  L.  653,  46  Atl. 
617. 

If  it  had  occurred  to  Mr.  Farr  that  there 
was  something  suspicious  about  this  matter,^ 
and  he  had  looked  at  the  signature  in  the 
book,  such  examination  would  have  been 
calculated  to  confirm  the  right  of  the  party 
to  draw,  and  not  to  excite  suspicion. 

Rogers,  Expert  Testimony,  pp.  177,  178. 

Candler,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

There  is  practically  no  dispute  as  to  the 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


material  facts  of  this  case.  The  defendant 
in  the  court  below  was  a  banking  corpora- 
tion, conducting  under  authority  of  its 
charter  a  savings  department,  depositors  in 
which  were  paid  interest  on  their  deposits. 
The  savings  department  was  governed  by  cer- 
tain rules  and  regulations,  and  depositors 
were  required,  upon  opening  their  accounts, 
to  sign  an  agreement  to  abide  by  these  rules, 
of  which  the  following  are  material  to  the 
present  discussion:  "A  depositor  must 
always  present  his  or  her  pass  book  when  de- 
positing or  withdrawing.  If  not  present  per- 
sonally, an  order  properly  signed  and  wit- 
nessed must  accompany  the  presentation  of 
the  book  in  case  of  withdrawal."  "Every 
effort  will  be  made  to  protect  depositors 
against  fraud,  but  payment  made  to  a  person 
presenting  pass  book  shall  be  good  and  valid 
on  account  of  the  owner,  unless  the  pass  book 
has  been  lost  and  notice  in  writing  given  to 
this  bank  before  such  payment  is  made." 
The  plaintiff  was  a  depositor  in  the  savings 
department,  and  as  such  had  assented  to  the 
rules  mentioned.  The  cashier  of  the  bank 
cautioned  him  to  take  good  care  of  his  pass 
book,  and  not  let  it  "lie  around  loose,"  point- 
ing out  to  him  the  rules  on  the  subject.  A 
check  for  $50  was  drawn  against  the  plain- 
tiff's account,  and  was  cashed.  He  claims 
that  the  check  was  a  forgery,  and  brings  this 
suit  to  recover  from  the  bank  the  amount 
for  which  it  was  drawn.  From  the  plain- 
tiff's testimony  it  appears  that  his  pass  book 
was  kept  locked  in  a  trunk,  and  never,  so  far 
as  he  knew,  left  his  possession.  Presumably, 
however,  it  was  stolen,  and  afterwards  re- 
turned, for  the  evidence  of  the  bank  cashier 
is  undisputed  that  the  person  who  drew  the 
money  on  the  check  presented  the  pass  book, 
and  the  first  knowledge  that  the  plaintiff 
seems  to  have  had  that  the  $50  had  been 
withdrawn  from  the  bank  was  when,  on  a 
subsequent  occasion,  he  took  the  book  to  the 
bank  for  the  purpose  of  withdrawing  money, 
and  noticed  the  entry  of  the  alleged  forged 
check. '  The  admittedly  genuine  signature  of 
the  plaintiff,  as  well  as  the  signature  to  the 
check  alleged  to  have  been  forged,  both  ap- 
pear in  the  record;  and,  while  no  member  of 
this  court  claims  to  be  a  handwriting  expert, 
it  is  obvious  that  the  signatures  bear  a  gen- 
eral similarity  to  each  other.*     When  the 


*A  comparison  of  the  genuine  and  spu- 
rious signatures  as  they  appear  In  the  rec- 
ord discloses  that  they  are  no  more  similar 
than  the  handwriting  of  any  two  laboring  men 
might  naturally  be  supposed  to  be.  There  was 
no  attempt  In  the  spurious  signature  to  copy 
the  genuine,  but  the  signatures  stand  with  the 
distinguishing  characteristics  of  the  writing  of 
the  two  persons  who  executed  the  signatures 
apparent  upon  them.  No  one  familiar  with 
handwriting  would,  with  the  genuine  signature 
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check  for  $50  was  presented  for  payment, 
the  cashier  did  not  compare  the  signature 
with  the  genuine  signature  of  the  plaintiff  on 
the  books  of  the  bank,  but  paid  the  check  on 
the  strength  of  the  possession  of  the  pass 
book  and  the  similarity  of  the  appearance  of 
the  person  presenting  the  check  to  that  of 
the  plaintiff  as  he  recollected  him.  The  de- 
positors in  the  savings  department  of  the  de- 
fendant numbered  more  than  2,000,  the  great 
majority  of  whom  were  persons  who  did  not 
do  a  general  banking  business,  who  were  not 
frequently  seen  at  the  bank,  and  who  were, 
therefore,  not  familiar  to  the  bank  officials 
and  employees.  The  plaintiff  was  a  motor- 
man  in  the  employment  of  a  street  railroad 
company,  and  the  person,  drawing  the  check 
was  apparently  also  a  street  railroad  em- 
ployee. The  testimony  for  the  defendant  was 
positive  to  the  effect  that  there  was  nothing 
to  put  the  cashier,  who  paid  the  money,  on 
notice  that  the  check  was  not  genuine,  or  to 
arouse  his  suspicion  that  the  person  present- 
ing it  was  not  the  plaintiff.  As  to  this  the 
evidence  for  the  plaintiff  was,  in  the  nature 
of  things,  silent.  On  this  state  of  facts  the 
case  went  to  the  jury,  who  found  for  the  de- 
fendant. The  plaintiff  made  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  which  was  overruled,  and  he  ex- 
cepted. 

The  motion  for  a  new  trial  contains  nu- 
merous grounds,  but  in  its  last  analysis  the 
case  turns  upon  the  single  question  whether, 
under  the  circumstances  already  narrated, 
and  in  view  of  the  rules  of  the  defendant 
bank,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  cashier  to  make 
a  comparison  of  the  signature  to  the  alleged 
forged  check  with  the  genuine  signature  of 
the  plaintiff  on  the  books  of  the  bank,  or  if, 
there  being  nothing  to  reasonably  excite  his 
suspicion  as  to  the  honesty  of  the  transac- 
tion, he  was  authorized  to  pay  the  money  by 
reason  of  the  presentation  of  the  pass  book 
and  an  apparently  genuine  check.  So  far  as 
we  are  aware,  no  case  has  ever  been  decided 
by  this  court  which  is  in  point  on  this  sub- 
ject, and  we  are  therefore  compelled  to  rely 
upon  standard  text-books  and  cases  adjudi- 
cated by  other  courts  for  authority  for  the 
ruling  now  made.  There  are  many  points 
of  marked  difference  between  savings  banks 


and  ordinary  banks  which  receive  deposits 
subject  to  checif  and  pay  no  interest  there- 
on. In  the  nature  of  the  relationship  be- 
tween the  savings  bank  and  its  depositors, 
the  rules  governing  that  relationship  enter 
into  the  contract  of  deposit,  and  especially 
is  this  so  when  the  depositor  agrees  in 
writing  that  he  shall  be  bound  by  these 
rules.  It  is  a  common  rule  of  such  banks 
that  the  depositor  shall  produce  his  bank 
book  in  order  to  draw  his  deposit,  or  any  part 
of  it,  and  that  production  of  the  book  shall 
be  authority  to  the  bank  to  pay  the  per- 
son producing  it.  "This  is  regarded  as  a 
reasonable  and  binding  regulation,  and  if 
the  bank  pay  to  one  having  the  book,  there 
being  no  circumstances  to  excite  suspicion 
and  base  an  imputation  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  bank,  the  payment  is  good."  2 
Morse,  Banks  &  Banking,  §  620;  Schoentoald 
V.  Metropolitan  8av.  Bank,  57  N.  Y.  418; 
Levy  V.  Franklin  Sav.  Bank,  117  Mass.  448; 
Ooldrick  v.  Bristol  County  Sav.  Bank,  123, 
Mass.  320;  Burrill  v.  Dollar  Sav,  Bank,  92 
Pa.  134,  37  Am.  Rep.  669;  Donlan  v.  Prov- 
ident Inat,  for  Savings,  127  Mass.  183,  34 
Am.  Rep.  358:  Cosgrove  v.  Provident  Inst, 
for  Savings,  64  N*.  J.  L.  653,  46  Atl.  617.  In 
the  case  of  Sullivan  v.  Lewiston  Inst,  of  Sav- 
ings, 56  Me.  507,  96  Am.  Dec.  600,  which  is 
very  closely  in  point,  it  was  held:  Officers 
of  savings  institutions  are  required  to  exer- 
cise reasonable  ca^e  and  diligence  only  in 
making  payments  on  account  of  deposits. 
And  if,  using  such  care  and  diligence,  but 
lacking  present  means  of  identifying  the 
claimant  of  the  deposit,  they  make  a  pay- 
ment upon  presentation  of  the  book  by  one 
apparently  in  the  lawful  possession  of  it  as 
owner,  the  institution  has  a  right  to  rely 
upon  the  contract  of  the  depositor  safely  to 
keep  the  evidence  of  his  claim,  or  to  make 
known  its  loss  before  it  is  presented  for  pay- 
ment, and  the  depositor  is  bound  by  the  pay- 
ment. 

The  reason  for  such  a  rule  is  at  once  ap- 
parent when  the  nature  of  savings  institu- 
tions is  considered.  Deposits  are  not  sub- 
ject to  check,  and  most  of  the  depositors  are 
seen  but  occasionally  at  the  bank,  rendering 
identification  of  the  depositor  more  difficult 


In  mind,  have  honored  the  spurious  one. 
Therefore,  the  decision  of  the  court  amounts 
to  a  holding  that  production  of  the  pass  hook 
with  no  suspicious  circumstances  to  put  the 
hank  officers  on  guavd  is  sufficient  to  Justify 
the  payment  of  checks  by  a  savings  bank,  and 
that  such  bank  is  not  bound  to  know  the  sig- 
natures of  its  depositors,  and  that  the  rule 
applicable  In  case  of  other  banks  by  which  the 
signature  Is  given  such  prominence  In  the 
bank's  dealings  Is  not  applicable  in  case  of 
savings  banks.  This  rule  is  somewhat  start- 
ling, and  certainly  relieves  the  savings  bank 
of  the  duty  of  making  use  of  one  safeguard, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


which,  in  the  case  of  ordinary  banks.  Is  held 
to  be  of  the  highest  Importance.  With  the 
genuine  signature  on  file,  subject  to  the  in- 
spection of  the  bank  officer  at  any  time.  It 
would  seem  to  be  gross  negligence  on  his  part, 
not  at  least  to  compare  the  signature  of  the 
proffered  check  with  that  on  file.  In  case  the 
signature  was  not  familiar  to  the  officer  to 
whom  the  check  was  presented.  The  obser- 
vance of  such  a  rule  In  the  case  above  reported 
would  have  prevented  loss,  and  it  is  difficult 
to  see  how  the  bank  could  be  relieved  from 
liability  when  it  utterly  neglected  to  take  so 
simple  a  precaution.     [Ed.l 
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than  is  the  ease  with  ordinary  banks.  By 
agreement  between  the  bank  and  its  deposi- 
tors, possession  of  the  pass  book  is  made 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  right  to  draw 
upon  the  fund  which  it  represents.  The 
check  itself  is  unlike  checks  drawn  upon  or- 
dinary banks,  not  being  negotiable,  and  be- 
ing in  reality  nothing  but  a  receipt  for  the 
money  dra\ni.  Of  course,  a  savings  bank 
would  be  liable  if  its  officers  or  employees 
should  negligently  or  recklessly  pay  out  mon- 
ey to  one  not  entitled  to  receive  it;  and  this 
seems  to  be  the  basis  of  the  cases  relied  up- 
on as  authority  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiff 
in  error.  But  in  this  case  there  seems  to 
have  been  no  negligence  chargeable  to  the 
bank.  The  money  was  paid  in  good  faith  to 
one  in  possession  of  the  plaintiff's  pass  book, 
and  apparently  clothed  with  the  right  to 
that  possession.  Under  the  rules  of  the  bank 
assented  to  by  the  plaintiff,  possession  of  the 
pass  book  was  prima  facie  evidence  of  the 
right  to  draw  the  money  which  it  repre- 
sented; and  there  seems  to  have  been  abso- 
lutely nothing  to  put  the  teller  on  inquiry  as 
to  the  genuineness  of  the  check.  Under  these 
circumstances  we  cannot  hold  that  it  was  his 
duty  to  go  further,  and  compare  the  signa- 
ture with  that  of  the  plaintiff  on  file  in  the 
baidc^  and  that,  failing  in  this,  the  bank  is 
liable  for  the  money  so  paid  out. 

Much  stress  is  laid  in  the  brief  of  counsel 
for  the  plaintiff  in  error  upon  the  rule  that, 
unless  the  depositor  is  personally  present 
with  his  pass  book  when  drawing  money, 
"an  order  properly  signed  and  witnessed 
must  accompany  the  presentation  of  the  book 
in  case  of  withdrawal,"  and  it  is  urged  that 
because  the  plaintiff  did  not  appear  in  per- 
son, and  the  person  who  did  present  the  pass 
book  had  no  order  as  required  by  the  rule, 
the  bank  is  liable  for  the  payment  of  the 
money.  Thoughtful  consideration  must 
show  that  this  argument  is  entirely  specious. 
Plainly,  this  rule  has  no  application  to  a  case 
like  this,  where  the  check  drawn  was  in  fraud 
of  both  the  plaintiff  and  the  bank.  Its 
purport  is  merely  to  show  that  a  savings- 
bank  aceoujit  is  not  negotiable  by  delivery  of 


the  pass  book,  and  to  prescribe  that  when  a 
depositor  wishes  to  assign  his  funds  on  de- 
posit he  must  do  it  in  a  certain  manner.  It 
is  also  urged  that  the  rule  reciting  that 
"every  effort  will  be  made  to  protect  de- 
positors against  fraud"  required  that  the 
cashier  or  teller  to  whom  the  check  was  pre- 
sented should  at  least  compare  the  signa- 
ture to  the  check  with  that  of  the  plaintiff 
on  file  with  the  bank;  and  that  the  ensuing 
clause,  "but  payment  made  to  a  person  pre- 
senting pass  book  shall  be  good  and  valid  on 
account  of  the  owner,"  etc.,  when  taken  in 
connection  with  the  first  part  of  the  rule, 
conveys  the  meaning  that  the  bank  will  only 
be  excused  from  liability  when  it  pays  the 
money  after  having  exerted  "every  effort" 
and  used  extreme  caution  to  prevent  fraud. 
We  <»nnot  agree  with  this  construction  of 
the  rule.  Giving  it  what  seems  to  us  a  rea- 
sonable intendment,  the  rule  means  this: 
"We  will  do  what  we  can  to  keep  you  from 
being  defrauded,  but,  as  the  pass  book  is 
prima  facie  evidence  of  the  right  to  draw 
money,  you  must  look  well  after  your  pass 
book,  and  see  that  it  does  not  fall  into  the 
hands  of  a  thief  or  forger.  Our  means  of 
identification  are  imperfect,  and  if  your  pass 
book  is  presented  by  someone  other  than 
yourself,  with  apparent  right  to  draw  your 
money,  we  will,  unless  our  suspicions  are 
aroused,  honor  his  check  without  further 
question.  We  will  deal  honestly  and  fairly 
with  you,  but  you  must  take  every  precau- 
tion to  protect  yourself  by  the  preservation 
of  your  pass  book."  Such  a  rule  is  reason- 
able, and,  as  the  plaintiff  in  the  present  case 
assented  to  it  in  writing,  he  is  bound  by  its 
terms. 

The  foregoing  disposes  of  the  case  on  its 
substantial  merits,  and  it  follows  that,  re- 
gardless of  inaccuracies  in  the  charge  of  the 
court  as  disclosed  by  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  the  verdict  was  demanded,  and  the 
judgment  overruling  the  motion  will  not  be 
disturbed. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


MICHIGAN   SUPREME   COURT. 


PEOPLE  of  the  State  of  Michigan 

John  P.  SCHNEIDER,  Plff.  in  Certiorari. 

( Mich ) 

!•  Poorer  to  require  tl&e  refpisterlmflr 
and  nmnberinar  of  antoniobtles  is  con- 
ferred upon  the  city  council  by  charter  au- 


NOTS. — As    to    limitnti'i 
mobiles  in  streets  undei- 
60  L.  B.  A. 


of   speed   of   auto- 
■ontrol  of  park  com- 


thority  to  control,  prescribe,  and  regulate  the 
manner  In  which  the  streets  shall  be  used 
and  enjoyed. 

2.  The  court  will   take  Judicial  notice 

of  the  fact  that  many  automobiles  may  be 
driven  at  a  speed  of  at  least  40  miles  per 
liour. 

8.   Autliority  ffiven  to  a  municipal  cor- 
poration to  regrulate  includes   authority 


missioners,  see,  in  this  series.  Com.  ▼.  Crownin- 
sbield,  68   L.    fi.   A.   245,   with   footnote  as   tc 
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to  license  as  a  means  of  regulation  wben  it 
cannot  be  otherwise  accomplished. 
•4.  ReqnirlnflT  an  automobile  to  enrry 
a  nnmber  loes  not  violate  the  constitution- 
al provision  against  unreasonable  searches, 
or  compel  the  owner  to  testify  against  him- 
self, or  deprive  him  of  property  without  due 
process  of  law. 


(J 


(April  21.  1905.) 

CERTIORARI  to  the  Recorder's  Court  of 
Detroit  to  review  a  judgment  convict- 
ing defendant  of  violating  a  municipal  ordi- 
nance.   Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Henry  F.  Clilpmaii  and  Henry 
Xiook,  for  plaintiff  in  certiorari: 

Municipal  corporations  derive  all  their 
power  from  legislative  acts^  and  can  pass  no 
ordinance  which  conflicts  with  the  terms  of 
the  charter. 

People  V.  Armstrong,  73  Mich.  288,  2  L. 
R.  A.  721,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  578,  41  N.  W. 
276;  Taylor  v.  Bay  City  Street  R.  Co.  80 
Mich.  77,  45  N.  W.  335;  Grand  Rapids  v. 
Newton,  111  Mich.  48,  35  L.  R.  A.  226, 
66  Am.  St.  Rep.  387,  69  N.  W.  84. 

Whenever  a  by-law  is  clearly  unconsti- 
tutional, or  its  provisions  are  inconsistent 
with  any  of  the  requisites  to  its  validity,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  courts,  as  a  matter 
of  law,  to  declare  it  void. 

Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  p.  240. 

Police  power  may  regulate  and  preserve, 
and  extend  to  the  protection  of,  the  public 
health,  good  order,  and  decency,  the  lives, 
health,  and  property  of  citizens;  may  main- 
tain good  order  and  public  morals,  and 
prevent  imposition  and  fraud. 

People  V.  Wagner,  86  Mich.  694,  13  L.  R. 
A.  286,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  141,  49  N.  W.  609; 
Davock  V.  Moore,  106  Mich.  120,  28  L.  R. 
A.  783,  63  N.  W.  424;  People  v.  Phippin, 
70  Mich.  6,  37  N.  W.  888;  Sherlock  v. 
Btuart,  96  Mich.  197,  21  L.  R.  A.  580,  55 
N.  W.  845;  People  v.  Walling,  53  Mich. 
264,  18  N.  W.  807;  Rohison  v.  Haug,  71 
Mich.  38,  38  N.  W.  668;  People  v.  Hen- 
wood,  123  Mich.  317,  82  N.  W.  70;  PeopU 
▼.  Reetz,  127  Mich.  87,  86  N.  W.  396. 

But  property  is  sacred. 

People  V.  Lake  Shore  d  M,  8,  R,  Co,  52 
Mich.  277,  17  N.  W.  841;  Re  Frazee,  63 
Mich.  396,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  310,  30  N.  W.  72. 

In  Michigan  police  power  is  not  onmip- 
otent;  it  cannot,  under  the  guise  of  regu- 
lation, destroy  property  rights  arbitrarily 
and  without  reason. 

Grand  Rapids  v.  Powers,  89  Mich.  94,  14 


L.  R.  A.  498,  28  Am.  St  Rep.  276,  50  N.  W. 
661;  Chaddock  y.  Day,  75  Mich.  527,  4 
L.  R.  A.  809,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  468,  42  N.  W. 
977. 

Any  person  is  at  liberty  to  pursue  any 
lawfiil  calling,  and  to  do  so  in  his  own 
way,  not  encroaching  on  the  rights  of 
others. 

Sherlock  v.  Stuart,  96  Mich.  197,  21  L. 
R,  A.  580,  55  N.  W.  845;  Cooley,  Const. 
Lim.  6th  ed.  742. 

Property  does  not  consist  merely  in  the 
title  and  possession;  it  includes  the  right 
to  make  any  use  of  it. 

Kuhn  V.  Detroit,  70  Mich.  534,  38  N.  W. 
470. 

The  ordinance  is  inquisitorial,  and  com- 
pels the  owner  either  to  submit  to  a  search 
or  to  give  testimony  against  himself. 

Rohison  v.  Haug,  71  Mich.  38,  38  N.  W. 
668;  Chaddock  v.  Day,  75  Mich.  527, 
4  L.  R.  A.  809,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  468,  42 
N.  W.  977;  Weimer  v.  Bunhury,  30  Mich. 
£01;  Rosenthal  v.  Dickerman  {Rosenthal 
V.  Muskegon  Circuit  Judge),  98  Mich.  208, 
22  L.  R.  A.  693,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  535,  57 
N.  W.  112;  Rouse,  H.  d  Co,  v.  Donovan, 
104  Mich.  234,  27  L.  R.  A.  577,  63  Am.  St 
Rep.  457,  62  N.  W.  359;  Parsons  r.  Rut- 
sell,  11  Mich.  113,  83  Am.  Dec.  728. 

The  common  council  of  the  city  of  Detroit 
possesses  no  authority  to  make  criminal  by 
ordinance  that  which  is  not  so  in  fact 

Grand  Rapids  v.  Powers,  89  Mich.  94,  14 
L.  R.  A.  498,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  276,  50 
N.  W.  661 ;  Re  Frazee,  63  Mich.  407,  6  Am. 
St  Rep.  310,  30  N.  W.  72. 

The  ordinance,  in  compelling  owners  of 
automobiles  to  take  out  a  license,  imposes 
a  burden  upon  one  claas  of  citizens  in  the 
use  of  the  streets  not  imposed  upon  others, 
and  is  a  restriction  which  is  not  applied 
alike  to  all. 

Chicago  v.  Collins,  176  111.  445,  49  L.  R. 
A.  408,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  61  N.  E. 
907;  Wilkie  v.  Chicago,  188  111.  444, 
80  Am.  St  Rep.  182,  58  N.  £.  1004; 
Cairo  v.  Bross,  101  111.  475 ;  Kiel  v.  Chicago, 
176  111.  137,  62  N.  E.  29;  Bessette  ▼.  PeopU, 
193  111.  334,  56  L.  R.  A.  558,  62  N.  E.  216. 

An  automobile  is  a  vehicle  entitled  to  all 
and  equal  rights  in  the  public  streets  with 
other  vehicles. 

A  bicycle  is  a  vehicle. 

Myers  v.  Hinds,  110  Mich.  300,  33  L.  B. 
A.  356,  64  Am.  St  Rep.  345,  68  N.  W.  156; 
Murfin  v.  Detroit  d  E,  PI.  Road  Co.  113 
Mich.  675,  38  L.  R.  A.  198,  67  Am.  St  Rep. 


limitation  of  speed  of  vehicles  in  streets  gen- 
«raU.T. 

As  to  validity  of  regulation  of  use  of  bicy- 
cles on   streets,  see  note  to  Taylor  v.   Union 
Traction  Co.  47  L.  R.  A.  289. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


As  to  license  fee  for  use  of  streets  by  vehi- 
cles, see  Tomlinson  v.  Indianapolis,  .^6  L.  R. 
A.  413,  and  note;  also  Chicago  v.  ColUna,  49 
L.  R.  A.  408. 
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489,  71  N.  W.  1108,  Leslie  v.  Grand  Rapids, 
120  Mich.  28,  78  N.  W.  886. 

Messrs.  Timothy  £•  Tarsmey  and 
^.  Walter  Doliany,  for  defendant  in 
certiorari : 

The  ordinance  is  not  void  for  discrimi- 
nation. 

Des  Moines  v.  Keller,  116  Iowa,  648,  57 
L.  R.  A.  243,  93  Am.  St.  Hep.  268,  88  N.  W. 
^27;  People  y.  Hanrahan,  75  Mich.  611,  4 
L.  R.  A.  751,  42  N.  W.  1124. 

The  council  has  the  power  to  provide  for 
the  preservation  of  the. general  health  of 
the  inhabitants,  and  to  make  regulations 
to  secure  the  same. 

Chicago  Packing  d  Provision  Co.  v. 
Chicago,  88  111.  221,  30  Am.  Rep.  645; 
Kinsley  v.  Chicago,  124  111.  359,  16  N.  E. 
260. 

The  legislature  has  power  to  delegate  to 
tnimicipalities  the  regulation  of  general 
etreet  traffic 

Cicero  Lumber  Co,  v.  Cicero,  176  HI.  9, 
42  K  R.  A.  696,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  155,  51 
N.  E.  758;  Dane  v.  Mobile,  36  Ala.  304; 
People  ex  rel.  Nechamcus  v.  City  Prison, 
144  N.  Y.  529,  27  L.  R.  A.  718,  39  N.  E. 
«86;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  p.  810,  §  682. 

The  delegation  of  power  by  the  legisla- 
ture to  the  common  council  in  §9  169  and 
170  of  the  charter  is  not  such  a  delegation 
of  power  as  will  be  held  unconstitutional. 

Brodbine  v.  Revere,  182  Mass.  598,  66 
N.  E.  607:   Nagle  v.  Augusta,  5  Ga.  546. 

No  one  can  say  that  the  license  charge 
of  $1,  which  includes  the  price  of  the  tag 
or  number,  is  unreasonable  or  a  tax,  when 
the  pajring  of  the  simi  but  once  entitles 
the  person  to  use  said  number  and  operate 
his  automobile  for  all  time  to  come. 

Terre  Haute  v.  Kersey,  169  Ind.  300,  95 
Am.  St.  Rep.  296,  64  N.  E.  469;  Broicn  v. 
Galveston,  97  Tex.  1,  76  S.  W.  488;  Nor- 
folk V.  Flynn,  101  Va.  473,  62  L.  R.  A.  771, 
^  Am.  St.  Rep.  918,  44  S.  E.  717. 

Police  power  in  its  broadest  acceptation 
means  the  general  power  of  a  government 
to  preserve  and  promote  the  public  welfare 
by  prohibiting  all  things  hurtful  to  the  com- 
fort, safety,  and  welfare  of  society,  and  es- 
tablishing such  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
conduct  of  all  persons'  and  the  use  and 
management  of  all  property  as  may  be  con- 
•ducive  to  the  public  interests. 

22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  916;  Stone 
V.  Mississippi,  101  U.  S.  814,  26  L.  ed.  1079; 
Wettengel  v.  Denver,  20  Colo.  552,  39  Pac. 
343:  Love  v.  Recorder's  Ct,  Judge  {Love  v. 
Phalan)  128  Mich.  645,  56  L.  R.  A.  618, 
«7  N.  W.  785;  Com.  v.  Bearse,  132  Mass. 
542,  42  Am.  Rep.  460;  State,  Cape  May,  D. 
B.  d  S.  P.  R.  Co.,  Prosecutor,  v.  Cape  Ma/y, 
59  N.  J.  L.  404,  36  L.  R.  A.  657,  36  Atl. 
678;  America/n  Rapid  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Hess, 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


125  N.  Y.  641,  13  L.  R.  A.  454,  21  Am. 
St  Rep.  764,  26  N.  E.  919;  Thorpe  v. 
Rutland  d  B.  R.  Co.  27  Vt.  140,  62  Am. 
Dec.  625;  Braun  v.  Chicago,  110  111.  187; 
Barbier  v.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  27,  28  L.  ed. 
923,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  357;  People  ex  rel. 
Mixer  v.  Manistee  County,  26  Mich.  422; 
Com.  V.  Stodder,  2  Gush.  562,  48  Am.  Dec 
679;  Frankfort  d  P.  Pass.  R.  Co.  v.  Phila- 
delphia,  58  Pa.  119,  98  Am.  Dec.  242. 

The  conunon  council  has  power  to  provide 
for  the  general  health  of  the  inhabitants 
of  the  city,  and  to  abate  and  remove  all 
nuisances  in  said  city. 

Rex  V,  Egerly,  Cited  in  3  Salk.  183;  Rex 
V.  Cross,  3  Campb.  226;  King  v.  Russell, 
6  East,  427;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  660,  note. 

The  ordinance  is  reasonable. 

People  V.  Lewis,  86  Mich.  273,  49  N.  W. 
140;  People  v.  Hotohkiss,  118  Mich.  59,  76 
N.  W.  142;  Jackson  v.  People,  9  Mich.  Ill, 
77  Am.  Dec.  491;  Hyde  v.  Nelson,  11  Mich. 
353;  Linn  v.  Roberts,  15  Mich.  443;  Lynch 
V.  People,  16  Mich.  472;  Brown  v.  Blan- 
chard,  39  Mich.  790;  Sheldon  y.  Stewart, 
43  Mich.  574,  5  N.  W.  1067;  Fellows  v. 
Canney,  76  Mich..  445,  42  N.  W.  958; 
Crawford  v.  Byrnes,  112  Mich.  599,  71 
N.  W.  162. 

Carpenter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

Certiorari  to  the  recorder's  court  of  the 
city  of  Detroit.  Respondent  was  convicted 
in  the  lower  court,  and  fined  $25,  for  oper- 
ating an  automobile  in  the  streets  of  the 
city  of  Detroit  without  having  first  regis- 
tered said  automobile,  and  without  placing 
thereon  a  mmiber,  as  required  by  an  ordi- 
nance of  said  city.  We  are  asked  to  set 
aside  said  conviction  upon  the  ground  that 
said  ordinance  is  invalid. 

The  provisions  of  said  ordinance  material 
to  this  decision  are  as  follows: 

''Sec.  1.  No  person  or  persons  shall  drive 
or  propel  any  automobile  or  other  motor 
vehicle  within  what  is  known  as  %  mile 
circle  at  a  rate  of  speed  to  exceed  eight 
(8)  miles  per  hour;  nor  shall  any  per- 
son or  persons  drive  or  propel  any  auto- 
mobile or  other  motor  vehicle  outside  of 
said  %  mile  circle  within  the  city  limits 
at  a  rate  of  speed  to  exceed  twelve  (12) 
miles  per  hour;  and  at  no  time  sjiall  any 
person  or  persons  drive  or  propel  any  auto- 
mobile on  any  street,  highway,  or  public 
place  in  a  careless,  reckless,  or  negligent 
manner.     .     .     . 

"Sec.  2.  The  owner  or  driver  of  any  auto- 
mobile or  other  motor  vehicle  shall,  before 
operating  the  same,  register  with  the  license 
collector  his  name  and  residence,  together 
with  a  description  of  the  vehicle  so  owned 
or  operated,  and  the  license  opl]ector  shall 
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enter  such  name  and  residence  and  descrip- 
tion in  a  record  kept  for  that  purpose,  and 
shall  furnish  the  person  so  registered  with 
one  or  more  aluminum  figures  sufficient  to 
compose  a  number  corresponding  with  the 
number  appearing  upon  the  record  so  made. 
The  figures  shall  be  four  (4)  inches  high, 
and  three  (3)  inches  in  width,  for  which 
the  person  to  whom  delivered  shall  pay  to 
said  license  collector  the  sum  of  one  dollar 
($1).  The  owner  of  such  vehicle  shall 
place,  or  cause  to  be  placed,  such  figures  on 
the  rear  of  his  vehicle  in  the  center  of  the 
bed  thereof,  arranging  the  same  in  a  hori- 
zontal line  with  a  space  of  one  and  one- 
half  (1^)  inches,  between  the  nearest  ad- 
jacent points  thereof,  and  on  a  dark  back- 
ground; but  said  figures  may  be  rigidly  at- 
tached to  the  axle  or  hung  under  the  body 
of  the  vehicle;  said  figures  shall  at  no  time 
be  concealed  or  covered,  but  shall  be  kept 
in  plain  sight.    .    .     . 

"Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  operate,  or  cause 
to  be  operated,  an  automobile  or  other  mo- 
tor vehicle  upon  any  of  the  streets,  alleys, 
boulevards,  park  driveways,  or  public 
grounds,  of  the  city  of  Detroit  without  com- 
plying with  the  provisions  hereof. 

"Provided  that  the  provisions  of  the  or- 
dinance relating  to  the  registration  and 
niunbering  of  such  vehicles  and  notification 
as  to  transfers  thereof  shall  not  apply 
to  automobiles  or  other  motor  vehicles 
owned  by  nonresident  visitors  when  said 
vehicle  is  kept  in  the  city  for  not  more  than 
two   (2)  days. 

"Sec.  6.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the 
provisions  of  this  ordinance  shall  be  pun- 
ished by  a  fine  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
dollars  ($100)  for  each  offense;  and,  in  the 
imposition  of  such  fine,  the  court  may  make 
a  further  sentence  that,  in  default  of  the 
payment  of  such  fine,  the  offender  may  be 
imprisoned  in  the  Detroit  House  of  Correc- 
tion for  such  offense  for  any  period  of  time 
not  exceeding  three  (3)  months." 

Respondent  concedes  that  part  of  the  or- 
dinance regulating  the  speed  of  automo- 
biles is  valid.  He  contends,  however,  that 
the  provisions  respecting  registration  and 
numbering  are  invalid.  His  objections  to 
the  validity  of  those  provisions  may  be 
classified  thus:  (1)  The  legislature  has 
never  granted  to  the  common  council  of  De- 
troit authority  to  enact  them.  (2)  They 
interfere  with  respondent's  constitutional 
rights.  We  will  consider  each  of  these  ob- 
jections separately. 

1.  Has  the  legislature  authorized  the 
common  council  to  enact  the  provision  in 
question?  This  depends  upon  the  proper 
construction  of  §  170  of  the  city  charter, 
which  gives  the  common  council  authority 
"to  control,  prescribe,  and  regulate  the* 
69  L.  R,  A. 


maimer  in  which  the  highways,  streets,  av- 
enues, lanes,  alleys,  and  public  grounds  and 
spaces  within  said  city  shall  be  used  and 
enjoyed."  It  is  scarcely  necessary  to  say 
that  this  gives  the  common  council  ample 
authority  to  enact  ordinances  which  will 
tend  to  make  streets  safe  for  the  traveling 
public  We  may  take  judicial  notice  that 
many  of  these  automobiles  may  be  driven 
at  a  speed  of  at  least  40  miles  an  hour. 
Driven  by  indifferent,  careless,  or  incom- 
petent operators,  these  vehicles  may  be  a 
menace  to  the  safety  of  the  traveling  pub- 
lic. Under  its  authority  to  regulate  the 
use  of  the  streets,  the  city  may  enact  ordi- 
nances which  will  diminish  this  danger.  It 
is  clear,  and  it  is  conceded,  that  it  may  reg- 
ulate the  speed  of  automobiles  and  repress 
their  careless  management,  but  it  is  con- 
tended that  it  has  no  power  to  provide  for 
their  registration  and  numbering.  It  is 
not  difficult  to  see  that  the  registration  and 
numbering  of  automobiles  is  intimately 
connected  with  their  safe  operation  in  the 
streets.  In  a  city  like  Detroit  many  auto- 
mobiles are  precisely  alike  in  external  ap- 
pearance. They  are  sometimes  operated  by 
persons  whose  faces  are  partially  concealed 
and  whose  identity  is  uncertain.  Those  op- 
erators who  are  most  reckless  and  indiffer- 
ent— and  those  are  the  ones  who  endanger 
the  safety  of  others — may  violate  this  ordi- 
nance with  impunity  unless  some  method  is 
adopted  by  which  they  or  their  automobiles 
may  be  identified.  The  provision  in  the  or- 
dinance for  registration  and  numbering  is 
such  a  method.  It  is  reasonable  to  believe 
that,  when  he  knows  that  the  number  dis- 
played at  the  rear  identifies  his  automobile, 
fear  of  discovery  and  punishment  will  lead 
the  automobile's  driver  to  observe  the  re- 
quirements of  the  ordinance.  Indeed,  we 
cannot  say  that  the  common  council  did  not 
decide — and  did  not  justly  decide — that  the 
provision  for  identification  by  registering 
and  numbering  was  necessary  to  prevent  in- 
jury to  pedestrians  and  other  travelers 
from  the  careless  management  of  automo- 
biles. If  authority  be  needed  for  the  prop- 
osition that  the  city  may  enact  this  provi- 
sion for  the  purpose  of  identifying  automo- 
biles which  endanger  the  safety  of  travel- 
ers, Frankford  d  P,  Pass.  R,  Go.  v.  Philn- 
delphia,  58  Pa.  119,  98  Am.  Dec.  242,  is 
such  an  authority.  The  ordinance  there  in 
question  provided  "that  each  car  run  shall 
be  numbered  and  have  its  ntunber  painted 
in  a  conspicuous  place."  The  court  sus- 
tained this  ordinance,  saying:  "It  is  obvi* 
ous  .  .  .  that  its  effect  is  that  of  a  po- 
lice regulation.  It  clearly  furnishes  a 
means  of  identifying  every  car  which  may 
be  run  in  violation  of  those  rights  and  pub- 
lic interests  which   the  city  is  authoriTsd 
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by  its  charter  to  maintain  and  secure." 
See  also  Laundry  License  Case,  22  Fed.  703. 
But  it  is  said  that  the  provision  for  reg- 
istration and  numbering  is  a  license,  and 
that  the  grant  of  authority  to  regulate  gave 
the  city  no  power  to  license.  If  the  provi- 
sion for  registration  and  numbering— which 
involves  no  discrimination,  and  requires 
the  payment  of  nothing  more  than  is  nec- 
essary to  pay  for  the  number  which  the  mu- 
nicipality furnishes — can  be  regarded  as  a 
license  (for  conflicting  definitions  of  "li- 
cense," see  Cooley  on  Taxation,  3d  ed.  p. 
1137;  AdUr  v.  Whitleok  44  Ohio  St.  639,  9 
N.  E.  672),  it  is  not  a  license  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  revenue.  If  it  were,  it 
might  well  be  contended  that  it  did  not 
pass  as  an  incident  to  the  power  to  regulate. 
See  Cool^,  Taxn.  3d  cd.  p.  1141;  Laundry 
License  Case,  22  Fed.  703.  It  is  a  license 
(if  a  license  at  all)  as  a  mere  means  of 
r^ulation:  indeed,  we  might  say,  as  already 
shown,  as  a  necessary  means  of  regulation. 
This  proposition  is  self-evident,  viz.,  that 
the  grant  of  authority  to  accomplish  a  cer- 
tain purpose  carries  with  it  authority  to 
use  any  proper  and  lawful  means  without 
which  that  purpose  cannot  be  accomplished. 
If,  therefore,  the  speed  of  automobiles  can- 
not be  effectually  regulated  without  licens- 
ing them,  the  grant  of  the  power  to  regulate 
confers  upon  the  city  power  to  license,  unless 
some  other  provision  of  law  forbids  the  ex- 
ercise of  that  power.  I  think  this  conclu- 
sion is  supported  by  the  following  author- 
ities: Russellville  v.  White,  41  Ark.  485; 
Ft.  Smith  V.  Ayers,  43  Ark.  82;  St.  Johns- 
hury  V.  Thompson,  69  Vt.  300,  59  Am.  Rep. 
731,  9  Atl.  671;  Laundry  License  Case,  22 
Fed.  703.  In  the  Laundry  License  Case, 
which  involved  the  licensing  of  laundries 
in  the  city  of  Portland,  Oregon,  it  was  said : 
"The  words  'to  control'  and  *to  regulate,' 
ex  tn  termini,  imply  to  restrain,  to  check, 
to  rule  and  direct.  And  in  my  judgment, 
the  power  to  do  either  of  these  implies  the 
right  to  license,  as  a  convenient  and  prop- 
er means  to  that  end.  ...  By  this 
means  the  persons  or  occupations  to  be  reg- 
ulated are  located  and  identified  and 
brought  within  the  observation  of  the  mu- 
nicipal authorities,  so  that  whatever  regu- 
lations are  made  concerning  them  may  be 
the  more  easily  and  certainly  enforced." 
There  are  cases  holding  that  the  grant  of 
power  to  regulate  does  not  confer  upon  the 
city  power  to  license.  See  Burlington  v. 
Baumgardner,  42  Iowa,  673.  In  that  case 
(that  was  a  grant  of  authority  to  regulate 
taverns  and  houses  for  public  entertain- 
ment} it  might  be  said  that  the  power  of 
regulation  might  be  effectually  exercised 
without  licensing.  That  is  by  no  means  an 
authority  for  the  proposition  that,  when 
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regulation  cannot  otherwise  be  effectual, 
the  grant  of  power  to  regulate  does  not 
carry  with  it  power  to  license.  We  do  not 
think  that  any  of  the  cases  cited  by  respon- 
dent are  opposed  to  this  conclusion.  The 
cases  most  nearly  in  point  are  Chicago  v. 
Collins,  175  111.  445,  49  L.  R.  A.  408,  67 
Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  51  N.  E.  907,  and  Chicago 
V.  Banker,  112  III.  App.  94.  In  Chicago  v. 
Collins  the  supreme  court  of  Illinois  held 
invalid  an  ordinance  of  Chicago  which  im- 
posed a  license  fee  of  $10  on  each  vehicle 
using  the  streets  of  the  city.  The  grounds 
of  that  decision  were  thes«:  (a)  The  city 
had  no  authority  to  prohibit,  and  therefore 
no  authority  to  license,  "an  ordinary  meth- 
od of  locomotion,  or  even  an  extraordinary 
method,  if  it  is  not  of  itself  calculated  to 
prevent  a  reasonably  safe  use  of  the  street 
by  others."  (b)  The  city  had  no  authority 
to  raise  a  revenue  by  taxing  the  use  of  vehi- 
cles which  were  already  subject  to  taxation 
under  the  general  laws  of  tiie  state.  That 
decision  has  no  application  to  the  case  at 
bar.  It  does  not  hold  nor  indicate  that 
municipal  authorities  may  not  (if  in  their 
judgment  such  a  requirement  is  essential  to 
safe  travel)  exclude  from  their  streets  au- 
tomobiles not  registered  and  numbered. 
Chicago  v.  Banker,  112  111.  App.  94,  is  more 
nearly  in  point.  In  that  case  it  was  de- 
cided that  an  ordinance  of  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago compelling  one  "who  uses  his  automo- 
bile for  his  private  business  and  pleasure 
only  to  submit  to  an  examination  and  to 
take  out  a  license  (if  the  examining  board 
see  fit  to  grant  it)  ...  is  beyond  the 
power  of  the  city 'council,  and  is  therefore 
void."  Without  approving  that  decision,  it 
is  sufficient  to  point  out  that  the  ordinance 
in  question  in  that  case  goes  further  than 
the  ordinance  in  the  case  at  bar. 

We  conclude,  therefore,  that  the  common 
council  of  the  city  of  Detroit  had  authority 
to  provide  for  the  registration  and  number- 
ing of  automobiles  under  the  grant  of  pow- 
er to  regulate  the  use  of  the  streets,  unless 
the  exercise  of  that  power  is  forbidden  on 
some  constitutional  ground. 

2.  Is  the  ordinance  constitutional?  Re- 
spondent contends  that  the  ordinance  vio- 
lates 9  26,  art.  6,  of  our  Constitution,  which 
forbids  "unreasonable  searches,"  and  §  32 
of  article  6,  which  reads :  "No  person  shall 
be  compelled  in  any  criminal  case  to  be  a 
witness  against  himself,  nor  to  be  deprived 
of  life,  liberty,  or  property  without  due  pro- 
cess at  law."  We  deem  it  sufficient  to  say 
that  the  provision  requiring  one  operating 
an  automobile  on  the  street  to  display  there- 
on a  number  furnished  by  the  municipality 
is  not  an  unreasonable  search.  The  state- 
ment in  the  opinion  of  this  court  in  Rohi- 
son  V.  Haug,  71  Mich.  38,  38  N.  W.  668,  re- 
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lied  upon  by  respondent,  which  denies  the 
right  of  the  public  to  look  into  one's  pri- 
vate place  of  business  or  residence,  mani- 
festly has  no  application.  We  think  it 
equally  dear  that  the  ordinance  does  not 
compel  an  automobile  owner  or  operator  to 
testify  against  himself,  or  deprive  him  of 
any  property  rights.  It  is  merely  a  justifi- 
able exercise  of  the  police  power  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  safety  of  the  traveling  public. 
We  think  it  unnecessary  to  discuss  any 
other  objection. 

The  oonviotion  ia  affirmed. 


Wheeler  MUMFORD 

V, 

Adolph  M.  STARMONT  et  ol.,  Plffa.  in  Err, 


.Mich., 


.) 


1.  Tlie  arrest  of  a  motorman  to  abate 
a  nuisance  eans^d  by  tbe  rnnninar  of 
ears  when  the  trolley  wire  Is  in  such  poor 
condition  that  it  Is  liable  to  come  down  to 
the  injury  of  travelers  upon  the  street  is 
not  Justified  when  the  result  can  be  obtained 
by  cutting  the  feed  wires  or  removing  the 
controllers  from  the  cars. 

2.  Tbe  mayor  and  cbtcf  of  police  of  a 
city  are  liable  In  damages  In  case 
tbey  arrest  motormen  of  street  cars  to 
abate  a  nuisance  caused  by  the  operation  of 
cars  when  the  trolley  wire  Is  in  such  poor 
condition  as  to  be  liable  to  fall,  when  the 
object  can  be  effected  by  merely  cutting  the 
wires  or  removing  the  controllers  from  the 
cara 

8.  ITfion  trial  of  Mn  nctlon  for  false  im- 
prisonment plaintiff  (pay  testify  that  he 
felt  humiliated  by  the  arrest. 

4.  It  Is  not  error  to  exclude  evidence, 
in  an  action  by  a  motorman  for  false  impris- 
onment for  attempting  to  run  cars  against 
the  orders  of  the  municipal  authorities,  to 
the  pfTect  that  plaintllT  was  subsequently 
complimented  by  his  employer  for  his  effort 
to  do  so. 

6.  Tbe  exclusion  of  evidence  as  to  a 
enstom  to  searcb  prisoners  Is  not  er- 
ror In  an  action  for  wrongful  arrest,  where 
plaintiff  was  not  searched. 

&  An  instruction  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment  permitting  the  damages  to 
be  fixed  ^y  what  the  average  man  would  suf- 
fer under  the  circumstances  is  not  reversible 
error,  where  there  is  nothing  to  show  that 
plaintiff  suffered  less  than  would  the  aver- 
age man,  although  the  measure  of  damages 
should  actually  have  been  what  plaintiff 
suffered. 

(February  28,  190S.) 


Note. — As  to  liability  of  officer  for  making 
arrest,  see  also.  In  this  series,  Leger  v.  Warren, 
61  L.  R.  A.  198,  and  note,  and  McOullough  v. 
Greenfield,  62  L.  R.  A.  906. 

As  to  liability  of  municipal  corporation  for 
wrongful  arrest  generally,  see  Bartlett  v.  Co- 
Inmbtts,  44  Xi.  R.  A.  795,  and  note,  and  McGraw 
V.  Marlon,  47  L.  R.  A.  593,  and  note. 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Ingham 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  false  imprisonment.    Affirmed^ 

The  facts  arie  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Meesre,  Blaek  ft  Reaaoner,  with  Mr. 
O.  J., Hood,  for  plaintiffs  in  error: 

The  mayor  was  authorized  to  abate  thia 
public  nuisance. 

Hart  v.  Albany,  9  .Wend.  571,  24  Am.  Dec 
165;  Fields  v.  Btokley,  99  Pa.  306.  44  Am. 
Rep.  109 ;  Ounter  v.  Geary,  1  Cal.  462 ;  Har- 
vey V.  Dewoody,  18  Ark.  262;  Wetmare  v. 
Tracy,  14  Wend.  250,  28  Am.  Dec.  525 ;  Van 
Wormer.r.  Albany,  18  Wend.  169;  Pedrick  v. 
Bailey,  12  Gray,  161;  Broton  v.  Perkine,  12 
Oray,  89 ;  Detroit  v.  Ft.  Wayne  d  E.  R.  Co. 
90  Mich.  646,  61  N.  W.  688. 

The  defendants  were  authorized  to  abate 
this  nuisance  by  the  express  resolution  of  the 
common  council.  The  common  council  had 
authority  to  pass  the  resolution  under  the 
general  police  power  of  the  state.  Under 
the  police  power,  business  injurious  or  haz- 
ardous may  be  prohibited. 

People  y.  Hawley,  3  Mich.  330;  People  y. 
Gallagher,  4  Mich.  244. 

It  is  as  full  and  complete  as  any  other 
governmental  power. 

Kidd  V.  Pearson,  128  U.  S.  1,  S2  L.  ed. 
346,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  232,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
6 ;  Richmond,  F.  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Richmond,  9(^ 
U.  S.  521,  24  L.  ed.  734;  Stone  v.  Miaaia- 
aippi,  101  U.  S.  814,  25  L.  ed.  1070. 

The  judicial  power  will  not  interfere  with 
the  legitimate  discretion  of  any  other  de- 
partment of  government. 

Detroit  y.  Hoamer,  79  Mich.  384,  44  K.  W. 
622 :  Diwon  y.  Detroit,  86  Mich.  516,  49  N. 
W.  628;  Rae  v.  Flint,  61  Mich.  526,  16  K. 
W.  887. 

Individual  interests  must  yield  to  the  pub- 
lic welfare. 

Fielda  v.  Stokley,  99  Pa.  306,  44  Am.  Rep. 
109;  Welch  V.  Stoioell  2  Dougl.  (Mich.) 
332;  Meeker  v.  Van  Renaaelaer,  15  Wend. 
397 ;  Shafer  v.  Mumma,  17  Md.  331,  79  Am. 
Dec.  656 ;  Manhattan  Mfg.  d  Fertilizing  Co, 
V.  Van  Keuren,  23  N.  J.  Sq.  255;  Coe  v. 
Schultz,  47  Barb.  64. 

Public  officials  are  not  liable  for  their  acta 
done  in  good  faith. 

Gardner  v.  Couch  (Mich.)  11  Det.  L.  N. 
340,  100  N.  W.  673 ;  Brooke  v.  Mangan,  86 
Mich.  576,  24  Am.  St.  Rep.  137,  49  N.  W. 
633;  Cumow  y.  Keasler,  110  Mich.  10,  67  N. 
W.  982;  Tillman  v.  Beard,  121  Mich.  475, 
46  L.  R.  A.  215,  80  N.  W.  248;  Jamea  v. 
Sweet,  125  Mich.  132,  84  N.  W.  61. 

Defendants  had  the  right  summarily  to  do 
what  they  did. 

Houghton  v.  Butler,  4  T.  R.  364 ;  TTwfar 
V.  Addicka,  9  Phila.    145;   American   Print 
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Wt>rk8  ▼.  Lawrenoe,  1  N.  J.  L.  248,  3  N.  J. 
L.  590,  57  Am.  Dec.  420;  Meeker  v.  Fan 
Rensselaer,  15  Wend.  397;  2  Wood,  Nui- 
sances, p.  948;  16  Am.  A.  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p. 
991. 

Mr.  Riuaell  C.  Ostrander  also  for 
plaintiffs  in  error. 

Messrs.  Searl  A  Momtf ort  for  defend- 
ant in  error. 

Hooker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendants  were  respectively  mayor 
and  chief  of  police  of  the  city  of  Lansing. 
The  plaintiff  recovered  a  verdict  and  judg- 
ment for  $150  against  them,  and  they  have 
brought  the  case  to  this  court  by  writ  of 
error. 

The  action  was  for  false  imprisonment, 
based  upon  an  arrest  and  detention  of  the 
plaintiff  by  the  police,  under  directions  of 
the  defendants.  The  record  shows  that  the 
plaintiff  was  a  motorman  upon  a  street  car 
operated  upon  the  streets  of  Lansing.  There 
was  proof  tending  to  show,  and  the  court 
charged  the  jury,  that  the  overhead  system 
of  the  street  railway  was  so  out  of  repair 
as  to  be  dangerous  to  persons  and  horses 
using  the  street,  owing  to  the  frequent  fall- 
ing of  the  wires,  and  that  it  was  a  public 
nuisance.  The  common  council  had,  by  res- 
olution, so  declared  it,  and  directed  that  it 
be  abated.  There  was  evidence  to  the  effect 
that  the  running  of  trolley  cars  increased 
the  danger  by  causing  the  wires  to  break 
and  fall.  The  mayor  thereupon  gave  notice 
to  the  railway  company  that  it  must  cease 
running  cars  while  the  wires  remained  in 
this  dangerous  condition.  The  cars  were 
stopped,  and  did  not  run  again  that  day. 
Some  of  the  feed  wires  were  cut.  On  the 
evening  of  that  day  the  plaintiff  learned  of 
the  difficulty  between  the  city  and  the  com- 
pany, btat  having  been  ordered  to  report  for 
duty  on  July  2d,  the  next  day,  he  did  so, 
and  ran  his  car  south  on  Washington  avenue. 
On  his  return  trip  he  met  two  cars  at  the 
intersection  of  the  Michigan  avenue  branch 
with  the  Washington  avenue  line,  being  the 
principal  business  comer  of  the  city.  He 
stopped  his  car  and  started  to  take  his  con- 
troller cranks  to  the  other  end  of  the  ^  car, 
when  defendant  Starmont  took  them.  The 
plaintiff  took  hold  of  the  rope  to  reverse  the 
trolley,  when  defendant  Starmont  took  hold 
of  him,  and  handed  him  over  to  a  policeman, 
giving  orders  to  hold  him  until  Starmont 
should  direct  his  discharge.  He  was  taken 
to  the  police  station,  and,  with  other  motor- 
men  who  had  been  arrested,  had  an  inter- 
view with  the  city  attorney,  who  told  them 
that  they  had  resisted  an  officer  and  broken 
tity  ordinances,  that  unless  they  should 
60  L.  R.  A. 


promise  not  to  nm  the  ears  again  they  would 
have  to  be  arraigned  for  trial,  and  asked 
them  to  decide.  Plaintiff  said  that  he  would 
run  a  car  every  fifteen  minutes  if  given  the 
opportunity,  for  such  were  his  instructions^ 
Before  dinner  the  men  were  discharged,  af- 
ter being  taken  before  a  magistrate.  The 
defendants  stated  that  it  was  their  intention 
to  stop  the  cars,  and  that  to  accomplish  that 
it  was  necessary  to  restrain  the  motormen 
for  a  time.  The  judge  directed  the  jury  to 
find  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  assess  his 
damages,  which  was  done.  Counsel  have 
discussed  several  assignments  of  error, 
among  them  th^  following:  (1)  That  the 
court  should  have  directed  a  verdict  for  the 
defendants;  (2)  that,  if  not,  the  cause 
should  have  been  left  to  the  jury  upon  the 
question  of  plaintiff's  right  to  recover. 

The  testimony  conclusively  shows  that  the 
defendants  took  the  (sranks  or  controllers 
used  in  starting  plaintiff's  car,  and  that 
without  them  he  could  not  have  afterwards 
started  the  car.  Notwithstanding  this,  they 
took  plaintiff  into  custody  and  detained  him 
at  the  police  station  for  several  hours,  in  a 
vain  attempt  to  secure  a  promise  that  he 
would  not  run  the  car  if  discharged.  Then 
he  was  discharged.  The  car  was  stopped, 
and  could  not  be  run  so  long  as  the  police 
retained  custody  of  it,  and  there  was  no 
justification,  so  far  as  the  facts  disclosed  by 
this  record  go,  for  the  arrest  and  detention. 
The  taking  of  the  plaintiff  before  a  magis- 
trate was  a  further  wrong,  for  there  was 
no  ground  for  the  claim  that  he  had  been 
guilty  of  the  offense  of  resisting  an  officer. 
The  only  thing  that  he  is  shown  to  have  done 
after  the  controllers  were  taken  from  him 
prior  to  his  arrest  was  to  reverse  the  trolley 
of  the  car.  That  put  the  car  in  readiness 
to  be  run,  but  nothing  more,  and  plaintiff 
made  no  effort  to 'start  the  car.  Indeed,  he 
could  not  have  started  it,  for  the  policemen 
had  the  necessary  appliances.  The  only  ex- 
cuse for  the  detention  of  the  plaintiff  was 
that  he  would  not  promise  not  to  run  the  car 
if  liberated,  and  that  it  was  more  convenient 
to  arrest  and  detain  all  of  the  motormen 
than  to  put  a  man  in  charge  of  each  car,  it 
appearing  that  seven  or  eight  motormen 
were  thus  treated.  The  defendants  seek  to 
justify  their  action  upon  the  ground  that  the 
condition  of  the  overhead  construction  of  the 
street  railway  line  was  a  public  nuisance, 
in  that  it  was  a  menace  to  persons  using  the 
highway,  and  that  it  was  the  defendants' 
duty,  both  by  virtue  of  their  office,  and  by 
reason  of  the  action  of  the  common  council 
which  had  declared  it  a  nuisance,  to  abate 
the  danger  by  preventing  the  operation  of 
cars  until  the  wire  should  be  replaced  by 
new.   Defendants  had  forbidden  and  prevent- 
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•d  the  railroad  company  from  making  tem- 
porary repairs,  being  apparently  of  the  opin- 
ion that  they  would  be  ineffective.  The  con- 
dition of  the  wire  was  not  admitted  to  be  so 
bad  as  to  make  the  same  a  nuisance,  and  it 
is  not  clear  that  the  judge  was  justified  in 
instructing  the  jury  that  it  was  a  nuisance ; 
but  these  defendants  cannot  complain  of  such 
instruction,  for  the  reason  that  it  is  what 
they  claimed,  and  was  distinctly  favorable  to 
them.  Apparently  the  judge  chose  to  elim- 
inate that  question,  in  view  of  his  intention 
to  direct  a  verdict  for  plaintiff.  The  undis- 
puted facts  in  the  case  are  that  the  defend- 
ants arrested  and  detained  the  plaintiff,  as 
a  means  of  preventing  the  running  of  cars, 
or,  as  they  state,  abating  a  nuisance.  If  the 
circumstances  shown  were  such  as  to  justify 
the  abatement  of  a  nuisance,  it  could  have 
been  done  by  removing  the  dangerous  wires, 
or  by  cutting  the  same  off  from  the  power 
house  from  whence  the  current  was  fur- 
nished. The  stopping  of  the  cars  was  not 
essential  to  this.  If  the  danger  existed  only 
by  the  reason  of  the  running  of  the  cars, 
cutting  the  wire  would  have  been  an  effec- 
tive method  of  stopping  the  cars,  or  they 
might  have  been  stopped  by  taking  posses- 
sion of  or  disabling  them  without  cutting  the 
feed  wire.  Either  of  these  methods  would 
have  been  preferable  to  the  wholesale  arrest 
of  the  motormen.  The  evidence  shows  that 
the  plaintiff's  car  was  disabled  through  the 
seizure  of  the  controllers.  Counsel  cite  no 
case  recognizing  the  method  taken  of  abat- 
ing a  nuisance,  or  preventing  injury  to  citi- 
zens, where  the  person  arrested  is  not 
chargeable  with  a  public  offense  or  threat- 
ened breach  of  the  peace.  The  conduct  of 
the  defendants  was  so  clearly  in  excess  of 
necessity  that  we  find  it  imnecessary  to  dis- 
cuss at  length  the  authority  of  municipal 
officers  as  to  summary  iCbatement  of  nui- 
sances. Under  the  admitted  facts  the  court 
could  have  done  no  less  than  to  direct  a  ver- 
dict for  the  plaintiff.  This  being  so,  it  be- 
comes unnecessary  to  refer  to  the  other  ques- 
tions pertaining  to  that  subject,  and  it  is 
only  necessary  to  inquire  whether  errors 
were  committed  in  relation  to  the  amount  of 
damages  suffered. 

We  think  it  was  not  error  to  allow  the 
plaintiff  to  state  that  he  felt  humiliated  by 
the  arrest.  It  was  not  error  to  exclude  evi- 
dence that  subsequently  he  was  oompliment- 
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ed  by  his  employer  for  his  effort  to  run  the 
car.  Neither  was  it  error  to  exclude  evi- 
dence that  it  was  the  custom  to  search  pris- 
oners, which  custom  was  not  followed  in  this 
case.  The  court  was  justified  in  saying  that 
there  was  no  evidence  tending  to  show  that 
plaintiff  resisted  an  officer. 

In  the  course  of  his  instructions,  the  court 
said  to  the  jury  that  they  should  give  th* 
plaintiff  actual  damages,  and  that  they  were 
to  say  "what  damage,  if  any,  the  average 
man  would  suffer,  and  to  award  plaintiff, 
if  anything,  such  an  amount  as  would  com- 
pensate him  for  his  actual  damages  sus- 
tained, and  no  more."  In  one  instance  he 
varied  this  by  saying:  "The  sense  of  shame 
and  mortification,  of  wrong  and  of  outrage, 
for  which  the  plaintiff  may  recover,  is  not 
limited  to  the  actual  time  he  was  under  re- 
straint, but  includes  all  such  sense  of  shame, 
mortification,  wrong,  and  outrage  as  it  can 
be  said  the  average  man  under  like  circum- 
stances might  have  expected  to  experience 
for  all  time,  arising  from  such  arrest  and  de- 
tention as  has  been  shown.  No  witness  has 
placed  a  money  standard  on  injured  feelings, 
humiliation,  sense  of  outrage,  and  mental 
suffering  arising  from  an  unlawful  arrest 
and  imprisonment,  and  no  witness  can  do 
so.  To  do  that  is  solely  your  province.  The 
law  has  no  other  remedy  for  an  action  for 
wrong  than  to  compensate,  so  far  as  it  can 
by  way  of  money,  for  the  injury  done  by  one 
man  to  another.  The  facts  and  circumstan- 
ces surrounding  the  doing  of  the  unlawful 
act  are  to  be  considered  by  you,  and  you  are 
to  consider  as  best  you  can,  from  all  the  evi- 
dence, what  sense  of  shame,  mental  suffer- 
ing, humiliation,  and  sense  of  outrage  the 
average  man  under  similar  circumstances 
might  reasonably  be  expected  to  sustain,  and 
award  the  plaintiff  the  amo\mt  thereof  as 
his  damages  in  this  case.''  It  is  insisted 
that  the  measure  of  damages  should  not 
have  been  what  the  average  man  would  suf- 
fer under  the  same  circumstances,  but  what 
the  plaintiff  had  suffered.  Undoubtedly  the 
latter  is  the  rule,  but  in  this  case  there  is 
nothing  to  indicate  that  this  plaintiff  suf- 
fered less  than  the  average  man,  and  no  in- 
jury is  discemable  from  the  instructions. 
We  fail  to  discover  any  unfairness  in  the 
charge. 

The  judgment  M  affirmed. 
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TENNESSEE  SUPREME  COURT. 


J.  H.  BARNUM 

V. 

,  E.  B.  LE  MASTER  et  al. 

(110  Tenn.  638.) 

i.  A  coBveyance  of  land  from  husband 
to  TTlfe  in  tbe  asnal  form,  tor  a  valuable 
coDSideration,  though  without  words  disclos- 
ing an  intent  to  do  so,  vests  in  her  a  separate 
estate  which  she  may  transfer  without  his 
Joinder  or  consent. 

2.  Marriaffe  is  a  valuable  considera- 
tion sufficient  to  support  a  conveyance  from 
husband  to  wife. 

(June  16,  1003.) 


CROSS-APPEALS  from  a  decree  of  the 
CJhancery  Court  for  Shelby  County  ren- 
dered in  a  suit  to  enjoin  the  sale  and  de- 
livery of  certait  real  estate;  defendants  ap- 
pealing from  80  much  of  the  decree  as  held 
that  there  was  no  right  to  make  the  sale; 
and  complainant  appealing  from  so  much 
as  held  that  certain  agreements  with  re- 
spect to  the  property  had  not  been  proved. 
Reversed  on  defendants'  appeal. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Smith  ft  Tresevant,  for  com- 
plainant: 

Land  settled  on  the  wife  as  separate 
estate   will   not   carry   rents,   unless   there 


Note. — Effect    of    conveyance  .  by    husband    to 
wife. 

I.  At  common  law. 

a.  Ti-ansfers  of  real  estate,  353. 

b.  Gifts  of  personalty,  355. 
II.  In  equity. 

a.  Conveyances  upheld,  357. 

b.  Conditions  upon  which  conveyances 

are  upheld,  358. 

c.  Necessity  of   trustee,  362. 

d.  Effect  of  conveyance,  362. 

III.  Effect  of  statutes. 

a.  In  pencral,  363. 

b.  Exception  of  conveyances  from  hus- 

band, 304. 

c.  Exemption    from    husband's    debts, 

366. 

d.  Permitting  revocation.  367. 

IV.  Conveyance  by  third  person  at  instance 

of  hujsband,  367. 
V.  Consideration,  368. 
TI.  Does  conveyance  create  separate  estate, 

370. 
VII.  Remaining  interest  of   husband. 

a.  In  general,  374. 

b.  Curtesy,  375. 

VIII.  Bights  against  husband's  heirs,  377. 
IX.  Homestead  and  community,  378. 

X.  Effect  of  divorce,  379. 
XI.   Form  and  provisions  of  conveyance,  380. 

1.  At  common  law. 
a.  Transfers  of  real  estate. 

The  changes  to  which  well-established  rules 
of  law  are  subject  have  perhaps  no  better 
illostration  than  is  afforded  by  a  comparison 
of  the  ancient  rule  with  respect  to  conveyances 
between  husband  and  wife  with  the  rule  ns  it 
obtains  at  the  present  time  in  most  Jurisdic- 
tions whose  law  is  derived  from  the  common 
law  of  England. 

Littleton  says  :  A  man  may  not  grant  or  give 
hia  tenements  to  his  wife  during  coverture,  for 
his  wife  and  he  be  but  one  person  in  the  law. 
il6S. 

And  while  the  common-law  writers  are  not 
airreed  as  to  the  reason  for  the  rule,  both  courts 
and  text  writers  agree  that  such  a  conveyance 
tiad  no  effect.     Furrow  v.  Athey,  21  Neb.  671, 

59  Am.  Rep.  867,  33  N.  W.  208 ;  Smith  v.  Dean, 
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16  Neb.  438,  10  N.  W.  642;  White  v.  Wager, 
25  N.  Y.  328;  Kinney  v.  Dexter,  81  Wis.  80, 
51  N.  W.  82 ;  Martin  v.  Martin,  1  Me.  397 ;  Al- 
len V.  Hooper,  60  Me.  371 ;  Jewell  v.  Porter,  31 
N.  H.  38;  Ransom  v.  Ransom,  30  Mich.  328; 
Voorhees  v.  Presbyterian  Church,  17  Barb.  103 ; 
Chouteau  v.  Magenis,  28  Mo.  187 ;  Gluck  v. 
Cox,  75  Ala.  310. 

A  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife  has  no 
effect  on  the  legal  title.  Gaston  v.  Weir,  84 
Ala.  193,  4  So.  258. 

A  deed  poll  without  consideration,  by  which 
a  man  grants  all  his  estate  to  his  wife,  is  void 
at  law,  and  creates  no  trust  which  a  court  of 
equity  will  enforce.  Price  v.  Price,  14  Beav. 
598.  The  master  of  the  rolls  says.  If  I  were  to 
decide  that  this  deed  would  be  good  as  between 
strangers,  I  should  really  be  deciding  that,  if 
a  man  execute  a  deed  simply  saying,  "I  hereby 
give  all  my  estate  at  A  to  another,"  and  noth- 
ing further  takes  place  either  to  give  posses- 
sion, or  to  transfer  the  legal  estate,  this  court 
would  complete  the  delivery  of  the  estate.  This 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  contrary  to  the  au- 
thority. With  respect  to  the  transfer  of  the 
estate  he  says  nothing  took  place  but  the  exe- 
cution of  the  deed,  the  communication  of  it  to 
the  wife,  and  the  delivery  of  it  to  the  attesting 
witnesses.  He  further  says  that  he  Is  unable  to 
discover  on  what  principle  the  position  that 
a  voluntary  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  can  prop- 
erly rest. 

That  a  deed  from  husband  directly  to  his 
wife  Is  a  nullity  at  common  law  is  a  doctrine 
as  old  as  the  law  Itself.  It  results  Inevitably 
from  the  principle  that  the  husband  and  wife 
are  one,  and  of  course  are  incapable  of  con- 
tracting with  each  other.  Coates  v.  Gerlach, 
44  Pa.  43. 

In  Beard  v.  Beard,  3  Atk.  72,  the  court,  in 
speaking  of  a  deed  poll,  says  It  cannot  take  effect 
as  a  grant  or  deed  of  gift  to  the  wife  because 
the  law  will  not  permit  a  man  to  make  a  grant 
cr  conveyance  to  the  wife  in  his  lifetime; 
neither  will  equity  suflTer  the  wife  to  have  the 
whole  of  the  husband's  estate  while  he  is 
living,  for  it  is  not  in  the  nature  of  a  provi- 
sion, which  is  all  the  wife  Is  entitled  to. 

In  Moyse  v.  Gyles,  2  Vern.  385,  an  attempted 
grant  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  his  moiety  In  a 
church  lease  was  held  to  be  absolutely  void  at 
law. 

In  Firebrass  ew  dcm.  Symes  v.  Pennant,  2 
Wills.   254,  the  question  arose  whether  or  not 
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ift  somethiTig  in  the  settlement  showing 
that  they  are  included. 

Ordvcay  v.  Bright^  7  Heisk.  681. 

Intention  to  exclude  the  marital  rights 
must  be  "expressed  in  the  clearest  and  most 
unequivocal  terms." 

Wood  V.  Polk,  12  Heisk.  222;  Houston 
V.  Emhry,  1  Sneed,  489;  Murdoch  v.  Mem- 
phis &  0.  R.  Co.  7  Baxt.  658. 

The  rule  in  gifts  of  personalty  by  a  hus- 
band to  his  wife  does  not  apply  to  real 
estate. 

Murdoch  v.  Memphis  &  0.  R.  Co.  7  Baxt. 
572;  Vich  v.  Oov>er,  92  Tenn.  391,  21 
S.  W.  677. 

The  husband's  right/  as  husband,  in  his 
wife's  real  estate,  is  an  estate  for  the  lives 
of  the  two,  which  may  continue  during  the 
husband's  life. 

Quion   V.    Anderson,    8    Humph.    298;    2 


Kent,  Com.  *  *  130  et  seq.;  Coleman  v.  Sat- 
terfieldy  2  Head,  261;  Bottoms  v.  Corley, 
5  Heisk.  4. 

And  during  their  joint  lives  the  law  given 
him  the  right  to  the  crops,  profits,  and 
products  of  her  land. 

Lucas  V.  Rickerich,  1  Lea,  728  ;*  Ahles  v. 
Ahles,  86  Tenn.  333,  9  S.  W.  692;  Jones  ▼. 
Duck  town  Sulphur,  Copper  &  I.  Co.  109 
Tenn.  375,  71  S.  W.  823. 

A  wife  who  has  abandoned  her  husband 
cannot  sell  the  interest  in  her  estate  which 
he  has  acquired,  either  during  their  joint 
lives  or  during  his  life,  if  he  is  a  tenant 
by  curtesy. 

The  common  law  cannot  be  changed  in- 
directly, or  by  implicaticn,  by  a  statute.     To 
change  it  the  language  of  the  statute  must 
be  clear  and  direct. 
^     Eaton  V.  Dickinson,  3  Sneed,  400;  1  Kent, 


a  man  could  grant  land  to  hie  wife  by  copy  of 
court  roll,  and  it  is  stated  that,  the  case  being 
quite  new,  no  authority  could  be  cited  to  show 
whether  the  grant  was  good  or  bad,  and  the 
court  said  this  was  a  provision  by  a  man 
for  his  wife  which  should  be  gained,  if  possible, 
to  get  over  the  maxim  at  law,  that  a  husband 
and  wife  are  one  person,  and  therefore  cannot 
grant  lands  to  one  another.  This  was  an  origin- 
al, voluntary  grant  from  a  husband  to  the  wife, 
who  cannot  by  law  take  immediately  from  him 
any  more  than  a  monk  who  is  dead  in  law, 
and  considered  as  no  person ;  so  here  is  no 
person  to  take,  for  the  husband  and  wife  are 
only  one  person.  We  might  as  well  repeal  the 
first  section  of  Littleton  as  determine  this 
grant  from  the  husband  immediately  to  his 
wife  to  be  good. 

Prior  to  New  York  Acts  1887,  a  deed  of 
lands  from  a  man  to  his  wife  was  void  un- 
lesis  founded  upon  a  valuable  or  meritorious  con- 
sideration, such  as  would  enable  a  court  of 
equity  to  sustain  It.  Dean  v.  Metropolitan 
Elev.  R  Co.  119  N.  Y.  640,  23  N.  E.  1054. 
Tbe  court  says  in  cases  where  equity  interferes 
to  sustain  a  deed  between  husband  and  wife  an 
equitable  consideration  must  be  shown  either 
upon  the  face  of  the  conveyance  itself  or 
by  extraneous  proof. 

In  Parker  v.  Stuckert,  2  Miles  (Pa.)  278,  it 
is  Fald  that  a  direct  transfer  from  husband  to 
wife,  purporting  to  be  founded  on  a  valuable 
consideration,  cannot  be  effected  at  all.  A 
transfer  of  this  description  implies  a  contract 
to  which  a  leme  covert  can  in  no  instance  be 
a  party. 

All  conveyances  made  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
•  directly  are  at  common  law  Invalid  for  the 
reason  that  husband  and  wife  are  regarded  as 
but  one  person,  and  the  legal  existence  of  the 
wife  Is  merged  Into  that  of  the  husband.  And 
the  statutes  creating  and  defining  the  separate 
estates  of  married  women  are  not  in  abrogation 
of  this  doctrine  of  the  common  law;  they  are 
not  intended  to  sever  the  unity  of  husband  and 
wife  BO  far  as  to  confer  upon  them  capacity 
to  contract  with,  or  to  convey  directly  to,  each 
other.  But  a  court  of  equity  will,  when  the  con- 
tract is  fair  and  Just,  give  it  full  effect  and 
validity.     Seals  v.  Robinson,  75  Ala.  363. 

In  Washburn  v.  Gardner.  76  Ala.  509,  the 
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court  says,  with  reference  to  the  power  of  a 
married  woman  over  land  which  her  husband 
has  conveyed  directly  to  her,  that,  if  the  ques- 
tion was  one  of  first  impression  before  the 
court,  much  might  be  sold  against  the  theorj* 
that  she  had  a  right  to  treat  it  as  though  she 
was  a  feme  sole.  The  court  says  the  convey- 
ance is  inoperative  at  law.  And  does  it  not 
follow  that  in  any  relief  which  the  law  court 
can  administer  the  property  is  that  of  the  hus- 
band, unaffected  by  his  abortive  attempt  to 
devest  the  title  out  of  himself?  And  has  the 
wife  any  interest  in  her  right  to  the  property 
other  than  the  equitable  right  to  invoke  the 
powers  of  the  chancery  court  to  perfect  that 
which  the  husband,  by  force  of  the  relation 
which  he  sustains  to  the  wife,  was  Incompetent 
to  do?  And  is  this  equitable  right  of  the  wife 
the  equivalent  of  an  estate  secured  to  her  sole 
and  separate  use? 

At  common  law  husband  and  wife  could  not 
separate  their  interests  in  common  property 
by  deeds  of  partition.  Frlssell  v.  Hosier,  19  Mo. 
448. 

A  husband  cannot  convey  land  directly  to  his 
wife  without  the  intervention  of  trustees. 
Fletcher  v.  Mansur,  5  Ind.  267. 

In  Burdeno  v.  Amperse,  14  Mich.  91,  90  Am. 
Dec.  225,  the  court  held  that  the  basis  of  the 
common-law  disability  of  married  women  rest- 
ed on  the  peculiar  disqualification  and  burdens 
of  the  wife,  and  nbt  upon  anything  growing 
out  of  the  marital  relation.  It  said  that 
the  wife,  by  her  coverture,  ceased  to  have 
control  of  her  actions  or  her  property,  which 
became  subject  to  the  control  of  her  husband, 
who  alone  was  entitled,  during  the  marriag«».  to 
enjoy  the  possession  of  her  lands,  and  who  W 
came  owner  of  her  goods,  and  might  sue  for 
her  demands.  The  husband  alone  remained  sai 
furi9,  as  fully  as  before  marriage.  It  followed 
from  this  legal  merger  by  coverture  Into  a 
single  personality,  that  the  husband  could  make 
no  grant  to  the  wife,  and  the  wife  could  make 
none  to  the  husband.  And  furthermore,  a 
grant  to  her  by  her  hus1)and,  of  a  freehold, 
would  be,  in  effect,  a  grant  to  take  effect  in 
futuro  (the  husband  retaining  possession  for 
life),  and  such  a  grant  was  unlawful  because 
a  freehold  could  only  pass  by  livery  of  seisin, 
which  must  operate  either  immediately  or  not 
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Com.  433;  Home  ▼.  Memphis  d  0.  R.  Co. 
1  Coldw.  72;  Luoaa  v.  Rickcrich,  1  Lea, 
728;  AhUsa  v.  Ahlea,  86  Tenn.  333,  9  S.  \V. 
692;  Jones  v.  Duchiovcn  Sulphur,  Copper 
d  I.  Co.  109  Tenn.  375,  71  S.  W.  823; 
Brasfield  v.  Brasfield,  96  Tenn.  580,  36 
S.  W.  384. 

The  deed  of  a  married  woman  alone  is 
void  for  all  purposes,  if  this  be  a  general 
estate. 

Cope  y,  Meeks,  3  Head,  387;  Ellis  ▼. 
Pearson,  104  Tenn.  591,  68  S.  W.  318. 

Messrs.  Frank  P.  Poaton  and  J.  W. 
Canada  for  defendants. 

Sltields,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  question  for  determination  in  tliis 
case  is  whether  a  conveyance  of  lands  made 
by  a    husband   to  his   wife,   in   the   usual 


form,  without  any  words  indicating  an  in- 
tention to  do  so,  has  the  effect  in  law, 
ew  proprio  vigore,  to  create  a  technical  sep- 
arate estate  in  the  wife.  The  facts  neces- 
sary to  be  stated  are  these:  Complainants 
J.  H.  Bamum,  and  defendant  Clara  S.  Bar- 
num,  are  husband  and  wife,  without  issue  of 
their  marriage.  J.  H.  Barnum,  on  Decem- 
ber 2,  1895,  in  consideration  of  an  ante- 
nuptial contract,  conveyed  to  his  wife,  Clara 
S.  Barnum,  certain  valuable  lands  lying  in 
Shelby  county,  near  Memphis,  the  convey- 
ance being  in  the  usual  form,  without  any 
words  indicating  an  intention  to  create  a 
separate  estate,  reciting  a  consideration  of 
love  and  affection,  and  containing  cove- 
nants of  seisin  and  general  warranty. 
Clara  S.  Barnum,  without  the  consent  or 
joinder  of  her  husband,  J.  H.  Barnum, 
November  7,  1902,  conveyed  by  deed  with 


at  all.  M'hen  equity  recognizes  a  power  in 
the  wife,  who  is  the  disabled  party,  not  only 
to  deal  with  others,  but  even  to  contract  with 
and  make  provision  for  her  husband  out  of 
her  separate  funds,  It  can  hardly  be  claimed 
that  the  husband,  who  was  always  sui  juris. 
Is  restrained  by  any  but  technical  rules  from 
Iransferring  to  her  directly.  Equity  will  en- 
force even  such  conveyances.  But  there  never 
was  a  time  when  he  could  not,  by  his  deed, 
put  property  where  she  could  control  it.  If  It 
were  not  that  Iqr  standing  in  her  name  he  be- 
came legally  the  owner  of  the  usufruct,  there 
could  be  no  valid  reason  why  any  indirection 
ever  need  be  resorted  to.  It  is  not  against 
the  policy  of  the  law  that  the  wife  should  have 
the  real  benefit  of  his  gift;  and  equity,  looking 
ihrough  the  form  at  the  substance,  calls  It,  as 
It  is  in  fact,  a  gift  from  husband  to  wife. 

In  Biehl  v.  Bingenhelmer,  28  Wis.  86,  there 
l8  a  dictum  to  the  effect  that  a  conveyance  by 
a  man  directly  to  his  wife  Is  void  at  law. 

And,  by  way  of  argument,  the  court.  In 
Welch  V.  Welch,  68  Mo.  69,  says  at  law  gifts 
from  husband  to  wife  are  held  to  be  entirely 
Told;  bnt  equity  upholds  some  classes  of  gifts 
except  where  the  claims  of  creditors  might  in- 
terpose. 

So  in  Doe  ea  dem.  Abbott  v.  Hurd.  7  Blackf. 
510,  the  court.  In  considering  the  validity  of  a 
trust  deed,  stated  that  a  man  cannot  convey 
land  immediately  to  his  wife  on  account  of  the 
legal  unity  of  the  parties,  but  he  may  convey  it 
to  trustees  for  her  use. 

h.  QifU  of  personalty. 

Under  the  old  theory  that  a  husband  and 
wife  were  in  law  one  person,  and  that  therefore 
there  could  be  no  contracts  or  conveyances  be 
tween  them.  Rifts  of  personalty  wwe  as  Jneflfeo- 
tual  as  transfers  of  real  estate.  There  are  some 
oases  which  have  applied  this 'theory  with  the 
result  of  nullifying  attempted  gifts. 

In  Neufville  v.  Thomson,  3  Edw.  Ch.  93,  It 
It  said  at  common  law  there  cannot  be  a  gift  of 
efaatrels  inter  vivos,  from  the  husband  to  the 
wife  during  coverture ;  for.  being  but  one  person 
In  law,  she  cannot  take  independently  of  him ; 
i:&d.  though  there  might  be  a  declared  gift  and 


in  the  husband,  and  at  his  death  pass  to  his 
representatives,  except  It  should  be  parapher- 
nalia and  personal  ornaments,  suitable  to  the 
wife's  condition,  which  the  law,  as  against  his 
representatives,  would  allow  her  to  retain. 

In  Mews  v.  Mews,  16  Beav.  529,  the  master  of 
the  rolls,  In  deciding  against  the  wife's  claim 
to  personal  property  on  the  evidence,  said  that 
he  entertained  no  doubt  that  there  might  be  a 
gift  made  by  a  man  to  his  wife,  which,  though 
bad  at  law,  would  be  supported  in  equity.  Bnt 
he  states  that  there  must  be  some  clear  and 
distinct  act  by  which  the  husband  has  devested 
himself  of  the  property,  and  engaged  to  hold  It 
for  the  separate  use  of  his  wife. 

A  deed  of  jrlft  of  a  slave  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  Is  absolutely  void  at  law.  Tourney  v. 
Sinclair,  3  How.  (Miss.)  324!  The  court  says 
It  did  not  profess  to  give  her  a  separate  prop- 
erty. It  consequently  vested  an  absolute  right  In 
the  husband,  and,  unless  he  has  devested  himself 
of  the  right,  he  must  be  entitled  to  recover 
possession  of  the  slave  In  the  action  of  detinue 
which  he  had  Instituted. 

In  a  case  where  the  man  bought  a  leasehold 
estate  In  the  Joint  name  of  himself  and  wife, 
the  court  held  that  It  was  void  under  the  cus- 
tom of  London,  saying  that  In  his  lifetime  he 
had  equal  power  to  dispose  of  It  ns  any  other 
part  of  his  personal  estate;  and,  further,  that. 
If  he  had  taken  It  entirely  In  the  name  of  his 
wife,  then  it  would  have  been  the  estate  of  his 
wife,  and  he  might  have  disposed  of  It  in  his 
lifetime  equally  as  now.  Coomes  v.  Elllng,  8 
Atk.  676. 

Hut  the  Invalidity  of  gifts  from  husband  to 
wife  was  difficult  to  maintain  in  practice. 
When  she  claimed  small  amounts  of  pin  money, 
and  personal  ornaments  and  wearing  apparel, 
It  seemed  absurd  to  Insist  that  she  was  not  en- 
titled to  them  ;  and  therefore  the  rule  began  to 
give  way  at  this  point  very  early.  The  first 
exceptions  to  the  rule  were  by  courts  of  equity 
under  the  principles  noticed  In  the  next  sub- 
division of  this  note.  But  the  distinction  be- 
tween law  and  equity  has  been  abandoned,  and 
such  gifts  have  for  a  long  periftd  been  upheld, 
even  by  courts  of  law. 

In  Slannlng  v.  Style,  3  P.  Wms.  334,  the  lord 
chancellor   recognized    the   claim   of   a   widow 


delivery  to  the  wife,  yet  the  title  would  remalnagalnst  her  husband's  estate  for  money  which 
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proper  privy  examination,  for  a  valuable 
consideration,  a  portion  of  these  lands  to 
the  defendant  E.  B.  Le  Master.  Complain- 
ant filed  his  bill  November  14,  1902,  char- 
ging that  Mrs.  Barnum  had  only  a  general 
estate  in  said  lands,  and  could  not  sell  and 
convey  them  without  his  joining  in  the 
conveyance,  and  that  the  deed  made  by 
her  was  void,  and  a  cloud  upon  his  marital 
rights  in  the  premises.  The  prayer  is  that 
the  conveyance  be  declared  void,  canceled, 
and  surrendered,  and  E.  B.  Le  Master  be 
enjoined  from  taking  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty. This  relief  was  granted  by  the  chan- 
cellor, and  a  decree  pronounced  in  accord- 
ance with  the  prayer  of  the  bill,  from  which 
the  defendants  have  appealed  and  assigned 
errors. 


Complainant,  aa  stated,  contends  that  the 
defendant  Clara  S.  Barnum  had  only  a  gen- 
eral estate  in  the  lands;  that  by  virtue  of 
his  marital  rights  he  has  the  right  to  the 
possession  of  them  during  their  joint  lives, 
and  that  she  cannot  sell  or  convey  them 
during  that  period  witliout  his  joining  in 
the  conveyance;  and  therefore  the  sale  and 
conveyance  made  by  her  to  E.  B.  Le  Master 
is  a  nullity,  and  a  cloud  upon  his  title. 
While  the  insistence  of  the  defendant  is 
that  the  conveyance  to  Mrs.  Barnum,  being 
one  from  husband  to  wife,  by  necessary  im- 
plication and  operation  of  law  created  and 
vested  in  her  a  separate  estate  in  the  lands 
conveyed,  notwithstanding  the  entire  ab- 
sence of  any  words  evidencing  such  inten- 
tion, and  which  are  necessary  in  transfers 


he  had  allowed  her  to  receive  out  of  sales  of 
small  produce  from  the  farm,  citing  the  unre- 
ported case  of  Calmady  v.  Calmady,  where  an 
agreement  hy  which  the  husband  permitted  the 
wife  to  retain  a  certain  amount  upon  the  renew- 
als of  their  lease  was  upheld. 

Jewels  given  by  a  man  to  his  wife  to  wear 
npon  her  person  constitute  her  paraphernalia, 
which,  in  case  he  dies  before  her  without  having 
disposed  of  them,  will  belong  to  her ;  but  he  may 
dispose  of  them  during  his  lifetime.  Graham  v. 
Londonderry,  3  Atlc.  oOli. 

In  Grunt  v.  Graut.  34  Beav.  623,  It  is  said 
that  80  far  as  gifts  of  chattels  are  concerned, 
it  is  merely  a  question  of  evidence ;  and  it  can- 
not now  be  disputed  that  a  husband  may  be  a 
trustee  for  his  wife. 

In  Gruham  v.  Londonderry,  3  Atk.  393,  the 
court  cites  Cowper's  Case  to  the  effect  that 
personal  property  given  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
may  he  her  separate  estate. 

And  when  the  statutes  began  to  recognize  a 
separate  personality  in  the  wife  the  way  was 
already  paved  for  the  courts  to  hold  that  gifts 
of  personalty  from  her  husband  were  effectual 
to  vest  the  property  in  her. 

So  that  now  it  has  been  repeatedly  neld  that 
husband  and  wife  may  assign  and  transfer 
personal  property  directly  to  each  other.  Dean 
V.  Metropolitan  Elev.  R.  Co.  119  N.  Y.  540,  23 
N.  E.  1054  ;  Whiton  v.  Snyder,  88  N.  Y.  304 ; 
Armitage  v.  Mace,  90  N.  Y.  638. 

At  common  law  a  man  may  make  a  gift  of 
personal  property  to  his  wife.  Cottrell  v. 
Spless,  23  Mo.  App.  35. 

A  gift  of  pernonal  property  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  will  be  upheld  without  the  aid  of  the  mar- 
ried woman's  acts.  Kelly  v.  Campbell,  1  Keyes, 
30. 

A  man  may  transfer  a  bank  account  to  his 
wife  by  gift.  Re  Holmes,  79  App.  Dlv.  264. 
79  N.  Y.  Supp.  592,  Affirmed  in  176  N.  Y.  603, 
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A  conveyance  of  personal  property  directly 
to  the  wife  is  binding  upon  the  grantor.  De 
Garca  v.  Galvan,  55  Tex.  53. 

In  McWlllIams  v.  Ramsay,  23  Ala.  813,  it  is 
said  that  gifts  of  personalty  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  are  supt^rted  upon  the  presumption  that 
he  intended  it  to  be  for  her  separate  use. 

The  wife  may  take  title  to  a  chattel  by  gift 
from  her  husband.  Armitage  v.  Mace,  16 
Jones  &  S.  108. 

Although  a  deed  of  slaves  by  a  man  to  his 
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wife  will  not  vest  title  in  her,  it  amounts  to  a 
declaration  of  trust  in  her  favor.  Huntly  v. 
Huntly,  43  N.  C.  (8  Ired.  Eq.)  250. 

A  direct  conveyance  of  slaves  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  in  consideration  of  tier  relinquishment 
of  dower  will  vest  the  property  in  her  to  her 
separate  use  without  words  to  that  effect. 
Powell  V.  Powell,  9  Humph.  480.  The  court 
says,  when  the  husband  himself  sells  and  con- 
veys proi)erty  to  his  wife  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration paid  him  out  of  her  separate  es- 
tate, there  can  be  no  intendment  in  favor  of 
his  rights  to  the  property  thus  conveyed,  and 
it  is  absurd  to  talk  about  such  conveyance  be- 
ing against  his  common  right,  for  It  is  im- 
possible to  hold  with  regard  to  intention  that 
a  sale  of  property  to  a  wife  by  the  husband  for 
a  valuable  consideration  to  him  out  of  her  own 
private  estate  can  have  any  other  design  than 
the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  the  wife.  The 
husband  parts  from  his  interest  by  his  convey- 
ance, and,  if  the  operation  of  the  conveyance  ' 
be  to  vest  the  property  in  the  wife  for  his  use 
and  benefit,  and  he  be  immediately  remitted  to 
all  his  original  rights,  then  is  the  whole  trans- 
action a  farce,  and  the  law,  in  permitting  such 
contracts,  has  placed  Itself  in  a  very  ridiculous 
position. 

And  the  rule  recognizing  the  validity  of  the 
transfer  lias  l)oon  extended  to  uphold  gifts  of 
noted  and  bonds,  and  to  enforce  notes  executed 
by  the  husband  In  favor  of  the  wife. 

In  Re  Murray,  9  6nt.  App.  Rep.  374,  Revers- 
ing 29  Grant,  Ch.  (IT.  C.)  •  443,  a  gift  by  a 
man  to  his  wife  of  promissory  notes  was  upheld. 

A  note  representing  a  portion  of  the  proceeds 
of  horoostead  real  estate  may  be  made  the 
separate  property  of  the  wife  by  the  consent 
of  the  husband.  Ogden  v.  GIddlngs,  15  Tex. 
485.  • 

A  gift  of  a  note  by  a  man  to  his  wife  may  be 
effected  by  directing  the  note  to  be  made  pay- 
able to  her,  and  delivering  it  into  her  posses- 
sion.    Reed  v.  Ueed,  52  N.  Y.  651. 

A  note  executed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  In  con- 
sideration of  money  belonging  to  her  separate 
estate  is  enforceable  against  his  estate.  Hall 
V.  Hall,  52  Tex.  294,  36  Am.  Rep.  725. 

Equity  will  enforce  a  note  executed  by  a  man 
to  his  wife  during  coverture  on  consideration 
of  hef  moneys  received  or  collected  by  him. 
McCampbell  v.  McCampbell,  2  Lea,  664,  31  Am. 
Rep.  623. 

But  in  Fourth  Ecclesiastical  See.  v.  Mather, 
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of  personal  and  conveyances  of  real  prop- 
erty by  strangers  to  married  wom'en  in  or- 
der to  create  such  an  estate;  and  that  the 
conveyance  made  to  E.  B.  Le  Master  vests 
in  him  a  valid  title,  free  from  any  and  all 
claim »  of  her  husband.  It  has  long  been 
the  established  rule  in  this  state  that  trans- 
fers of  personal  property,  made  by  a  hus- 
band to  his  wife  without  words  to  that  ef- 
fect, by  implication  and  as  a  matter  of 
law  vests  in  the  wife  a  technical  separate 
estate  in  the  thing  transferred;  but  we 
have  no  reported  case  involving  a  convey- 
ance of  real  estate  in  which  the  doctrine 
has  been  invoked.  We,  however,  can  see 
no  reason  why  a  distinction  should  be  made 
in  this  respect  between  transfers  of  person- 
al property  and  conveyances  of  real  estate. 


The  reasons  given  in  support  of  Ihe  rule 
as  applied  to  personal  property,  the  chief 
of  which  is  that  the  transfer  is  without 
beneficial  effect,  and  abortive,  unless  a  sep- 
arate estate  is  vested,  apply  with  equal 
force  to  conveyances  of  lands.  This  fully 
appears  from  a  review  of  our  cases  involv- 
ing sales  and  gifts  of  personal  property  by 
husbands  to  their  wives.  The  earliest  of 
these  cases  is  that  of  Paioell  v.  Potoell,  9 
Humph.  486,  where  a  sale  of  four  slaves, 
made  by  Bx)bt.  Powell  to  his  wife,  Mary  L. 
Powell,  for  a  valuable  consideration,  was  in 
issue.  Judge  Turley,  for  the  court,  in  this 
case  says:  "We  have  seen  that  though,  by 
the  common  law,  a  married  woman  could 
not  have  and  hold  property  to  her  separate 
use,  yet  equity  has  so  far  qualified  this  as 


16  Conn.  387,  It  was  held  that  during  cover- 
ture no  agreement  could  be  made  between  hus- 
band and  wife  which  In  legal  effect  would  trans- 
fer to  the  iflfe  the  title  to  a  note  representing 
the  proceeds  of  her  real  estate. 

And  In  Glabs  v.  Burt,  8  Ont.  Rep.  801,  It 
was  held  that  a  bond  given  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
for  the  payment  of  money  to  her  by  his  execu- 
tors cannot  be  upheld  in  law  or  In  equity,  since, 
being  an  imperfect  gift.  It  cannot  be  beneficially 
enforced,  and  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  a  dec- 
laration of  ti-ust. 

A  woman  claiming  personal  property  as  a 
gift  from  her  husband  must  establish  a  clear 
and  satisfactory  case.  Walter  v.  Hodge,  2 
Rwanst.  08.  Wils.  Ch.  445. 

And  In  Finch  v.  Finch.  L.  R.  23  Ch.  Div. 
267,  It  was  held  that  a  claim  to  chattels  cannot 
be  maintained  on  the  unsupported  testimony 
of  the  claimant. 

So  in  Moore  v.  Moore,  L.  R.  18  Eq.  474,  an 
attempted  gift  of  stock  failed  because  of  failure 
to  have  a  transfer  made  on  the  books. 

II.  In  equity. 
a.  Conveyances   upheld. 

As  noticed  in  the  preceding  subdivision, 
courts  of  equity  at  an  early  date  began  to  ig- 
nore the  unity  of  husband  and  wife,  and  to  sup- 
port gifts  of  personal  property  from  husband 
to  wife  if  the  circumstances  were  such  as  to 
call  for  equitable  intervention.  So  that  In 
Walter  v.  Hodge,  2  Swanst.  07,  Wlls.  Ch.  445. 
it  is  stated  that  in  equity  exceptions  are  Intro- 
duced to  the  rule  that  a  man  cannot  give  prop- 
erty to  his  wife,  such  as  cases  of  paraphernalia, 
trinkets,  or  savings  of  pin  money. 

There  are  species  of  allowance  to  the  wife  by 
the  hnsband  which  may  be  classed  under  the 
head  of  pin  money.  It  Is  where  he  permits  the 
wife  to  have  and  make  of  certain  articles  of  his 
property,  either  for  her  own  use,  or  In  consid- 
eration of  her  supplying  the  family  with  partic- 
ular kinds  of  necessaries,  or  when  he  makes 
to  her  a  yearly  allowance  for  keeping  his  house. 
The  profits  In  the  first  case  and  the  savings  In 
the  other  will.  In  equity,  be  considered  as  the 
wife's  separate  estate.  Kee  v.  Vasser,  87  N.  C. 
(2  I  red.  Kq.)  563. 

But  the  exception  to  the  rule  was  not  Irng 
limited  to  the  matters  mentioned  In  that  ca»e, 
and  equity  extended  Its  power  over  all  kinds  of 
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conveyances,  both  of  real  and  personal  estate. 
McEenzle  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  27  W.  Va.  306 ; 
Ew  parte  Wells,  8  Desauss.  Eq.  158  ;  Williams  v. 
Avery.  :js  Ala.  115:  Pennsylvania  Salt  Mfj;.  (^o. 
V.  Ncel,  54  Pa.  0;  Thompson  v.  Allen,  103  Pa. 
44,  49  Am.  Rep.  IIC;  Reagle  v.  Reagle,  179 
Pa.  89,  36  Atl.  191 ;  Humphrey  v.  Spencer,  36 
W.  Va.  11.  14  8.  K.  410:.Co8ner  v.  McCrum,  40 
W.  Va.  339,  21  8.  B.  739 ;  Putnam  v.  BIcknell, 
Id  Wis.  334;  Ilannan  v.  Oxley,  23  Wis.  519; 
Wheeler  &  W.  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Monahan,  63  Wis. 
108,  23  N.  W.  127  ;  Albright  v.  Albright,  70  Wis. 
528,  86  N.  W.  254 ;  Herr's  Appeal,  6  Law  Rep. 
408. 

A  gift  of  a  note  by  a  husband  to  his  wife  may 
be  rendered  effective  In  equity.  Wood  v.  Ward- 
en, 20  Ohio,  518. 

Equity  will  sustain  •  gifts  of  slaves  though 
no  trustee  Is  named.  Kddlns  v.  Buck,  23  Ark. 
507. 

And  a  deed  from  husband  to  wife  Is  not  void 
if  good  in  equity.     Bedeirs  Appeal,  87  Pa.  510. 

In  Barron  v.  Barron,  24  Vt.  375,  it  is  said 
that  courts  of  equity  have  for  more  than  a  cen- 
tury disregarded  the  rule  that  conveyances  by 
a  man  to  his  wife  were  void,  and  for  many 
purposes  treat  husband  and  wife  as  distinct 
parties  capable  of  contracting  with  each  other 
and  of  having  separate  estates.  And  as  a 
general  rule  whenever  the  contract  would  be 
good  at  law  when  made  with  trustees  for  the 
wife  that  contract  will  be  sustained  in  equity 
when  made  with  each  other  without  the  aid  of 
a  trustee. 

Equity,  which  looks  more  to  the  substance 
than  to  the  form,  holds  that  a  conveyance  di- 
rectly from  the  husband  to  the  wife,  if  fair  and 
free  from  sigus  of  fraud,  is  Just  as  valid  as  If 
the  conveyance  had  been  made  to  a  trustee  for 
the  benefit  of  the  wife.  Bayers  v.  Wall,  26 
Gratt.  373,  21  Am.  Rep.  303. 

Equity  may  sustain  a  conveyance  by  a  man 
to  his  wife  of  real  estate  for  her  suitable  main- 
tenance. Shepard  v.  Shepard,  7  Johns.  Ch.  57, 
11  Am.  Dec.  390 ;  Strong  v.  Skinner,  4  Barb. 
552 ;  Simmons  v.  McElwaln,  26  Barb.  419. 

Equity  will  sustain  a  conveyance  from  a  man 
to  his  wife  when  a  proper  case  is  made  out. 
Fritz  V.  Fritz,  23  Ind.  888. 

Equity  will  uphold  a  deed  If  supported  by 
adequate  considerations.  Brown  v.  Brown, 
79  Hun,  44,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  652. 

In  Garlick  v.  Strong,  3  Paige,  440,  It  Is 
said  that  It  is  well  settled  that  a  postnuptial 

Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


358 


Tennessee  Supreme  Court. 


Juke, 


to  permit  her  to  take  and  enjoy  property  to 
her  separate  use,  when  it  is  given  to  her  to 
that  intent.  But  equity  has  done  this  with 
timidity,  for  it  holds  that  each  claim  on  the 
part  of  a  married  woman,  being  against 
common  right,  and  it  being  a  presumption 
of  law  that  all  property  ol  which  she  be- 
comes the  owner  is  her  husband's,  a  trust 
by  which  it  is  to  be  secured  to  her  separate 
use  free  from  his  marital  rights  should 
very  distinctly  express  that  intention.  It, 
liowever,  holds  it  to  be  immaterial  in  what 
form  or  phrase  a  trust  of  that  nature  is 
described,  technical  language  not  being 
deemed  necessary,  and  it  only  being  re- 
quired that  the  intention  of  the  gift  shall 
appear  manifestly  to  be  for  the  wife's  sep- 
arate enjoyment,   and  in   bar   of   the  hus- 


band's right.  This  is  unquestionably  the 
law  in  relation  to  gifts,  devises,  or  settle- 
ments made  in  favor  of  married  women  by 
third  persons,  and  perhaps  to  gifts  and  vol- 
untary settlements  made  after  marriage  by 
the  husband,  though  that  is  not  so  clear. 
But  is  this  principle  applicable  to  the  cases 
of  purchases  made  by  the  wife  from  the  hus- 
band for  a  good  and  valuable  consideration 
paid  him  by  her  out  of  her  estate  which  has 
already  been  settled  to  her  separate  use  and 
maintenance?  I  think  not,  because,  in  the 
first  place,  the  reason  why  such  direct  ex- 
pression of  intention  is  regarded  when  gifts 
are  made  to  the  wife,  as  we  liave  just  seen, 
is  because,  in  contemplation  of  law,  all 
gifts  of  property  to  the  wife  are  gifts  to  the 
husband,  and  that  any  other  intendment  is 


agreement  between  the  husband  and  wife,  by 
which  property  is  set  apart  to  her  separate  use, 
wiil  be  sustained  In  equity. 

And  that  case  was  followed  in  Searing  v. 
Searing,  9  Paige,  284,  and  Jaycoz  v.  Caldwell, 
37  How.  IT.  240. 

The  voidness  at  law  of  a  deed  directly  from  a 
man  to  his  wife  does  not  interfere  with  equi- 
table rights  which  may  grow  out  of  such  in- 
strument, they  being  capable,  in  equity,  of  be- 
ing considered  two  persons.  Peck  v.  Brown,  26 
How.  Pr.  350. 

Equity  should  be  very  reluctant  to  disturb 
in  favor  of  collateral  heirs  of  the  husband,  a 
conveyance  mutually  satisfactory  to  both  hus- 
band and  wife.     Wells  v.  Wells,  35  Miss.  638. 

In  Rose  v.  Latshaw,  00  Pa.  238,  it  is  said 
that  gifts  and  conveyanpes  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  have  long  been  sustained  in  equity,  and 
that  in  Pennsylvania  a  wife's  equitable  rights 
have  been  maintained  in  equity  in  actions  at 
law,  for  rules  in  equity  and  of  law  are  enforce- 
able in  the  same  form  of  procedure. 

In  equity  gifts  to  the  separate  use  of  a  mar- 
ried woman — as  well  those  presented  by  her 
husband  as  those  given  by  third  persons,  which 
are  without  the  intervention  of  trustees  ex- 
pressly named  —  will  be  protected  in  cases 
where  they  have  been  made  in  good  faith,  and 
the  rights  of  creditors  are  not  infringed. 
Neufville  v.  Thomson,  3  Edw.  Ch.  02. 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  will  be  upheld 
when  the  rights  of  creditors  are  not  in  ques- 
tion.      Borst  V.  Spelman,  4  N.  Y.  284. 

In  Lane  v.  Union  Nat.  Bank,  75  111.  App.  299, 
it  is  stated  that  a  deed  from  husband  to  wife 
is  good  as  against  all  the  world  except  credi- 
tors. 

In  Ogden  v.  Walters,  12  Kan.  282,  the  court 
says :  We  suppose  a  married  man  may  convey 
real  estate  directly  to  his  wife  where  it  is 
right  and  equitable  that  he  should  do  so,  and 
where  the  conveyance  does  not  Interfere  with 
the  rights  aud  equities  of  third  persons.  Such 
a  deed,  though  void  at  law,  Is  good  in  equity. 

And  the  same  statement  is  rei)eated  in  Sproul 
V.  Atchison  Nat.  Bauk,  22  Kan.  336. 

The  principle  to  be  deduced  from  the  English 
cases  is  that  when  a  husband  makes  a  deed  of 
land  to  his  wife  which  would  have  been  opera- 
tive to  pass  the  title  had  It  been  made  to  a 
stranger  the  court  will  support  It  by  declaring  j 
him  to  be  a  trustee  of  tho  Innd  for  his  wife.  | 
Kent  V.  Kent,  20  Ont.  Rep.  445. 
09  L.  R.  A, 


The  equitable  title  of  a  promissory  note  given 
by  a  husband  to  his  wife  vests  in  her.  Tullis 
V.  Fridley.  9  Minn.  79,  Gil.  68. 

Under  a  deed  of  real  estate  from  kusband  to 
wife,  although  the  legal  title  remains  in  him 
the  beneOcial  use  will  vest  in  her  as  her  sep- 
arate estate,  which,  upon  her  death,  will  de- 
scend to  her  heirs.  Cotton  v.  Brown,  3  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  679. 

An  attempted  partition  deed  by  which  a  man 
conveys  his  interest  in  the  common  property  to 
his  wife,  though  inoperative  at  law,  in  equity 
has  the  effect  of  constituting  a  trust  of  the 
legal  esrate  remaining  in  him  in  favor  of  bis 
wife.  Davisson  v.  Sage,  20  Grant,  Ch.  (U.  C.) 
115. 

The  evident  intention  of  a  man  who  conveys 
real  estate  to  his  wife  and  her  heirs,  to  their 
sole  and  only  use  forever,  may  be  given  effect 
by  a  court  of  equity,  so  far  as  the  beneficiai 
interest  is  concerned,  so  as  to  vest  the  equi- 
table title  to  the  property  in  her.  Whitehead 
V.  Whitehead,  14  Ont.  Rep.  621. 

If  the  conveyance  is  not  a  fraud  on  creditors, 
and  is  a  reasonable  provision  for  the  wife,  it 
will  be  upheld.  Babcock  v.  Eckler,  24  N.  Y. 
623. 

In  Kent  v.  Kent,  20  Ont.  Rep.  158,  the  court 
says  there  is  reason  for  upholding  cHses  of 
benefaction  between  husband  and  wife  where  the 
transfer,  being  complete  and  apt  for  the  pur- 
pose, fails  of  full  effect  only  because  of  the  legal 
and  technical  unity  of  giver  and  taker,  which 
does  not  exist  l)etwceu  strangers  or  others  not 
so  related  when  the  gift  or  transfer  is  found 
to  be  inherently  imperfect,  or  incomplete.  And 
the  court  concludes  that,  so  far  as  form  and 
substance  ro.  that  which  would  be  good  at  law 
if  made  by  a  stranger  is  good  in  equity  if  made 
by    husband    to    wife. 

And  that  case  was  affirmed  in  20  Ont.  Rep. 
445. 

b.  Cvnditions  upon  tchich  conveyancet  are  up- 
held. 

Not  every  attempted  conveyance  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  will  be  upheld  in  equity.  That  court 
has  certain  well-defined  principles  upon  which 
it  administers  relief,  and  a  wife  coming  before 
it  to  establish  title  to  property  which  she 
claims  to  have  received  from  her  husband  must 
bring  her  case  ivllhln  these  principles. 

Conveyances  by  a  man   to  his  wife  are  not 
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in  violation  of  his  rights.  But  such  is  not 
the  case  when  he  himself  sells  and  conveys 
property  to  his  wife  for  a  valuable  consider- 
ation paid  him  out  of  her  separate  estate. 
In  such  case  there  is  and  can  be  no  intend- 
ment in  favor  of  his  rights  to  the  property 
thus  conveyed^  and  it  is  absurd  to  talk 
about  such  a  conveyance  being  against  his 
common  right;  for  it  is  impossible  to  hold, 
with  regard  to  intention,  that  a  sale  of 
property  to  the  wife  by  the  husband  for  a 
valuable  consideration,  paid  him  out  of  her 
own  private  estate,  can  have  any  other  de- 
sign than  the  separate  use  and  benefit  of  the 
wife.  The  husband  parts  from  his  interest 
by  his  conveyance,  and,  if  the  operation  of 
the  conveyance  be  to  vest  the  property  in  the 
wife  for  his  benefit  and  use,  and  he  be  im- 


mediately remitted  to  all  of  his  original 
rights,  then  is  the  whole  transaction  a  farce 
and  the  law,  in  permitting  such  contracts, 
has  placed  itself  in  a  very  ridiculous  posi- 
tion." 

In  McCamphell  v.  McCamphell,  2  Lea, 
064,  31  Am.  Rep.  623,  the  court,  citing  with 
approval  the  Powell  Case,  says:  "A  con- 
sideration passing  from  the  wife  will  sus- 
tain a  direct  conveyance  of  the  property  by 
the  husband  to  her  and  the  very  nature  of 
the  transaction  will  fix  the  property,  even  if 
personalty,  with  a  trust  for  the  separate 
use  of  the  wife,  without  any  words  to  that 
effect." 

In  Bherron  v.  Hall,  4  Lea,  500,  it  is  said: 
"But  the  gift  was,  in  effect,  as  if  the  hus- 
band,   for    a    valuable    consideration,    had 


only  void  at  law.  but  equity  will  exercise  a 
sound  discretion  as  to  whettier  or  not  they  will 
be  upheld  in  that  form.  Bunch  v.  Bunch,  26 
Ind.  400. 

As  said  In  Elliott  v.  Elliott,  21  N.  C.  (1  Dev. 
A  B.  Eq.)  57,  since  the  conveyance  is  void 
at  law  the  case  in  equity  must  always  be  that 
of  an  application  to  aid  a  defective  conveyance. 
The  wife  cannot  have  that  assistance  unless 
she  shows  herself  to  be  meritorious,  and  shows, 
fiirtbcr,  a  clear  intention  that  what  was  done 
should  have  the  effect  of  devesting  the  interest 
of  the  husband  and  creating  a  separate  estate 
in  her  which  she  should  have  the  immediate 
power  to  dispose  of  as  she  chose,  and  that  the 
estate  was  but  a  reasonable  provision  for  her. 

In  Loomis  v.  Brush,  36  Mich.  40,  it  was 
stated  that  It  is  well  settled  that  a  quitclaim 
deed  from  husband  to  wife  is  of  no  more  valid- 
ity as  an  actual  conveyance  in  equity  than  at 
law,  and,  in  order  to  work  out  any  equity,  there 
must  be  a  clear  right  worliing  out  of  matters 
Independent  of  the  deed,  as  well  as  some  further 
conveyance  or  release  calculated  to  carry  it 
into  eiTect  as  an  agrreemeut  or  obligration. 
There  can  be  no  ground  for  claiming  that  a 
deed  absolutely  void  at  law  when  made  is 
validated  as  a  conveyance  by  the  subsequent 
laws  which  enable  married  women  to  take  and 
enjoy  property  as  if  sole.  While  courts  will, 
under  peculiar  circumstances,  carry  out  a  pur- 
pose which  has  failed  by  reason  of  the  in- 
capacity of  the  wife  to  accept  the  deed  from  her 
husband,  the  case  must  be  plain  and  the  equity 
manifest. 

Although  this  note  is  not  intended  to  deal 
with  the  rights  of  creditors,  it  may  be  stated 
that  no  conveyance  will  be  upheld  which  will 
operate  as  a  fraud  upon  their  rights.  More- 
over, the  intent  to  make  the  gift  must  be 
clearly  made  out,  for  courts  of  equity  require 
clear  and  incontrovertible  evidence  to  estab- 
lish gifts  between  huBbaud  and  wife.  Kenlston 
V.  Keniston,  5G  Vt.  080. 

The  fact  of  the  gift  must  be  clearly  proved. 
Shuttleworth  v.  Winter,  55  N.  Y.  624. 

In  a  case  in  which  the  attack  on  the  con- 
veyance was  made  by  a  creditor,  the  court  said, 
equity  examines  transfers  by  husband  to  wife 
with  great  caution  before  it  will  confirm  them. 
They  must  be  fair  and  certain ;  it  must  be 
clearly  and  satisfactorily  shown  that  the  pur- 
pose is  a  provision  for  the  wife;  the  property 
must  I)c  distinctly  separated  from  the  mass  of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  husband's  property ;  and  the  transfer  must 
not  interfere  with  the  rights  of  creditors. 
Hinnmn  v.  Parkls,  33  Conn.  197. 

So,  in  order  to  support  a  gift  by  a  man  to  his 
wife,  there  must  be  an  unequivocal  act  by  which 
the  husband  devests  himself  of  the  property 
and  places  it  at  tlie  disposal  of  the  wife.  Hoyes 
V.  Kindersley,  2  Smale  &  O.  195. 

Therefore  in  order  to  place  the  title  to  the 
proceeds  of  the  farm  in  the  wife  there  must 
be  proof  of  an  unequivocal,  complete,  and  final 
intention  on  the  part  of  the  husband  to  consti- 
tute himself  a  trustee  for  his  wife.  Whittaker 
V.  Whittoker,  L.  R.  21  Ch.  Div.  657. 

To  uphold  a  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  noth- 
ing else  will  do  than  a  clear,  irrevocable  gift 
either  to  some  person  as  a  trustee,  or  by  some 
clear  and  definite  act  o^  the  husband  by  which 
he  devested  himself  of  his  property,  and  en- 
gaged to  hold  it  as  a  trustee  for  the  separate 
use  of  his  wife.  And  the  court  held  that  the 
evidence  was  not  sufficient  to  raise  an  issue. 
M'Lean  v.  Longlands,  5  Ves.  Jr.  71. 

Another  rule  is  that  the  man  must  not  im- 
poverish himself.  It  is  against  public  policy 
to  permit  a  man  to  devest  himself  of  his  prop- 
erty so  as  to  create  the  possibility  of  his  be- 
coming a  public  charge. 

A  settlement  by  a  man  of  his  whole  estate 
upon  his  wife  will  not  be  upheld.  O'Doherty  y. 
Ontario  Bank,  32  U.  C.  C.  P.  299. 

A  gift  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
will  be  upheld  in  equity  if  the  transaction  ap- 
pears to  have  been  fair,  and  to  amount  to  no 
more  than  a  reasonable  provision  for  the  wife's 
maintenance  and  support.  Wilder  v.  Brooks, 
10  Minn.  50,  88  Am.  Dec.  50,  Gil.  82. 

An  assignment  by  a  man  of  a  deed  in  which 
he  is  named  as  grantee  to  his  wife  and  her 
heirs  after  his  death  has  no  legal  operation  In 
favor  of  the  wife,  and  it  will  not  be  enforced  In 
equity,  where  the  subject-matter  of  the  grant 
was  the  principal  or  chief  part  of  his  estate. 
Benedict  v.  Montgomery,  7  Watts  &  S.  238, 
42  Am.  Dec.  230. 

But  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  will  be  upheld  in  equity,  although  it  is 
not  stated  to  l)e  for  tlie  purpose  of  her  mainte- 
nance and  support.  Hunt  v.  Johuson,  44  N.  Y. 
27,  4  Am.  Rep.  631.  The  court  distinguishes 
White  V.  Wager,  25  N.  Y.  328,  and  Winans  v. 
Peebles.  32  N.  Y.  423,  on  the  ground  that  in 
those  cases  the  conveyances  were  from  the  wife 
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made  the  conveyance  to  the  wife,  in  which 
case  the  transaction,  from  its  very  nature, 
would  confer  a  separate  estate,  without 
express  words," 

In  Temple  ton  v.  Brown,  86  Tenn.  55,  5  S. 
W.  441,  the  court  says:  "The  intention  to 
create  a  separate  estate  must  clearly  ap- 
pear either  by  express  terms  or  by  neces- 
sary implication;  otherwise  the  marital 
rights  qt  the  husband  will  attach.  When 
the  gift  is  from  a  stranger,  the  intention 
must  usually  appear  from  the  express  lan- 
guage of  the  donor  in  terms  creating  such 
an  estate;  otherwise  the  rights  of  the  hus- 
band will  not  be  excluded.  But  where  the 
gift  is  ifrom  the  husband,  the  intention  to 
exclude  himself  is  inferred  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case  and  the  situation  of 


the  parties,  without  the  use  of  the  express 
words  that  would  be  required  where  a  third 
person  is  the  donor;"  citing  1  Bishop,  Mar- 
ried Women,  §  119;  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  §  1373; 
Perry,  Tr.  639. 

In  Carpenter  v.  Franklin,  89  Tenn.  142^ 
14  S.  W.  484,  it  is  said:  "An  agreement 
that  the  gift  of  the  husband  to  the  wife 
shall  be  to  her  separate  use  arises  from  the 
very  necessity  of  the  case,  else  the  gift 
would  be  ineffectual.  A  gift  to  the  wife 
of  her  own  earnings,  either  from  her  labor 
as  for  sewing,  or  from  the  profits  of  her 
boarders,  or  ^  her  savings  from  money  fur- 
nished her  for  her  own  personal  expenses  or 
her  household  expenses,  may  be  made  out 
by  circumstances,  and,  when  so  made  out, 
is  as  effectual  as  if  proved  by  express  con- 


to  the  husband,  and  therefore  not  supported  by 
the  same  equitable  conslderatioDs. 

No  Intention  on  the  part  of  the  wife  to  cir- 
cumvent or  defraud  her  husband  must  appear. 

If  the  wife  secures  the  title  to  property  by 
fraud,  with  the  intention  of  procuring  a  separa- 
tion, it  will  be  restored  to  the  husband.  Mel- 
drum  V.  Meldrum,  15  Colo.  478,  11  L.  R.  A.  65, 
24  Pac.  1083. 

A  deed  of  property  secured  by  the  wife  upon 

'  separating  from  her  husband  in  contemplation 

of  entering  Into  an  Illicit  relation  with  another 

will  be  set  aside  in  equity.     Evans  v.  Carring- 

ton,  2  De  6.  F.  &  J.  481. 

A  wife  will  be  compelled  to  reconvey  to  her 
husbnnd  land  transferred  to  her  upon  her  rep- 
resentation that  upon  his  death  she  will  be  left 
without  support,  where  immediately  after  ob- 
taining the  title  she  abandons  him.  Dickerson 
V.  DlclcerBon,  24  Neb.  530,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  213, 
89  N.  W.  429.  The  court  places  this  ruling  up- 
on the  ground  that  a  person  who,  by  means  of 
confidential  relations  between  the  parties,  by 
deceit  and  imposition,  obtains  property  of  an- 
other, will  be  compelled  in  a  proper  case  by  a 
court  of  equity  to  restore  the  same  to  the  per- 
son injured. 

If  a  wife  who  has  been  guilty  of  adultery 
obtains  a  conveyance  from  the  husband,  who  re- 
mains ignorant  of  that  fact,  tbe  conveyance 
may  be  set  aside  at  his  request.  Evans  v. 
Evans,  118  Qa.  890,  98  Am.  St.  Rep.  180,  45 
S.  E.  612. 

That  the  conveyance  was  procured  by  threats 
of  abandonment  does  not  constitute  a  ground 
for  cancelation.    Grove  v.  Jaeger,  60  111.  249. 

The  mere  facts  that  a  woman  importuned 
her  husband  to  convey  real  estate  to  her  upon 
the  suggestion  that  they  would  enjoy  it  as  a 
home,  and  that  subsequently,  upon  difficulty 
arising  between  them,  she  expelled  him  from 
the  premises,  do  not  show  such  fraud  as  will 
require  the  setting  aside  of  the  conveyance. 
Finlayson  v.  FInlayson,  17  Or.  347,  3  L.  R.  A. 
SOI.  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  836.  21  Pac.  57. 

A  deed  to  the  wife  of  merely  her  dower  In- 
terest in  the  husband's  lands  will  not  be  set 
aside  on  the  ground  that  she  had  a  husband  liv- 
ing at  the  time  of  her  marriage  to  the  grantor, 
if  at  the  time  of  the  conveyance  he  knew  of  that 
fnct  Ro  that  no  fraud  was  committed  on  him. 
Chew  ▼.  Chew,  38  Iowa,  405. 

Equity  will  not  aid  a  wife  who  has  been 
unfaithful  to  her  marriage  vows  to  enforce  a 
W)  L.  U.  A. 


deed  to  her  from  her  husband  where  no  con- 
sideration Is  shown  other  than  a  desire  to 
furnish  her  with  support.  Miller  v.  Miller.  17 
Or.  423,  21  Pac.  938. 

Some  cases  have  held  that  the  conveyance 
must  be  supported  by  a  consideration. 

A  deed  without  consideration,  conveying  real 
estate  from  a  man  directly  to  his  wife.  Is  void 
both  at  law  and  in  equity.  Fowler  v.  Trebeln, 
16  Ohio  St.  493,  91  Am.  Dec.  95.  The  court 
says  the  conveyance  which  the  grantor  at- 
^tempted  to  execute  directly  to  his  wife  was  In 
law  an  utter  nullity.  The  legal  title  remained 
in  him  as  fully  after  its  execution  as  before. 
The  relation  of  the  parties  inter  »e  rendered 
him  incompetent  to  convey  the  legal  title  to 
real  estate  from  the  one  to  the  other.  Such 
a  conveyance  from  the  husband  to  the  wife,  and 
founded  upon  a  sufficient  consideration,  might 
be  upheld  in  equity.  But  in  this  case  the  deed 
had  been  found  to  be  without  consideration, 
lilven  as  l^etween  the  parties,  then,  this  in- 
strument purporting  to  be  a  conveyance  was 
simply  void  both  at  law  and  in  equity. 

Equity  will  not  specifically  enforce  against 
himself  an  agreement  by  a  man  to  make  a  set- 
tlement on  his  wife  which  Is  not  founded  on  an 
adequate  consideration.  Andrews  v.  Andrews,. 
28  Ala.  432. 

Where  the  deed  is  intended  as  a  mere  gift 
it  is  wholly  invalid,  even  In  equity,  since  equity 
will  not  complete  an  unexecuted  gift  which, 
being  unsupported  by  a  consideration.  Is  devoid 
of  equity.  But  It  is  a  sufficient  consideration 
that  the  gift  was  in  the  nature  of  a  settlement, 
and  was  intended  to  be  a  reasonable  provision 
for  the  support  of  the  wife.  Crooks  v.  Crooks, 
84  Ohio  St.  610. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  in  the  last-cited  case 
it  Is  Intimated  that  a  desire  to  provide  for  the- 
malntenance  of  the  wife  is  a  sufficient  con- 
sideration. That  being  so,  the  instances  would 
be  few  when  a  consideration  could  not  be 
shown,  so  that  the  rule  requiring  a  con- 
sideration Is  more  theoretical  than  practical. 
The  considerations  which  will  move  the  court 
to  aid  the  wife  have  been  summed  up  as 
follows : 

Although  void  at  law,  a  conveyance  by  a  man 
to  his  wife  will  be  upheld  In  equity,  first,  when 
the  consideration  of  the  transfer  is  a  separate 
interest  of  the  wife,  yielded  up  by  her  for  the 
hu8band*B  benefit,  or  that  of  the  family,  or 
which   had   been  appropriated   by   him   to   his 
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tract.  Especially  does  the  implication  of 
a  gift  to  her  sole  and  separate  use  arise 
where,  as  in  this  case,  the  wife,  with  the 
assent  of  the  husband,  loaned  out  such  earn- 
ings and  savings  in  her  own  name,  .  .  . 
taking  title  to  herself." 

In  8nodgra38  v.  Hyders  95  Tenn.  575,  32 
8.  W.  764,  the  court  again  holds  as  follows: 
*'A  direct  gift  by  the  husband  to  the  wife, 
during  coverture,  of  money  or  other  person- 
alty, creates,  by  necessary  implication,  a 
separate  estate  in  the  wife,  .  .  .  and 
likewise  a  gift  of  earnings  or  savings  may 
be  shown  by  circumstances,  and,  when  so 
shown,  is  as  effectual  as  if  proved  by  ex- 
press contract;"  citing  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  § 
1100.  It  seems  to  be  taken  for  granted  by 
the  court  in  these  and  all  other  cases  that 


the  rule  is  the  same  in  relation  to  both  per- 
sonal and  real 'estate. 

Some  stress  in  the  earlier  cases  appears 
to  be  laid  upon  the  fact  that  a  valuable 
consideration  was  paid  by  the  wife  to  the 
husband,  but  in  the  later  ones  the  doctrine 
is  applied  without  question  to  gifts  from 
the  husband.  This  conveyance,  however, 
was  made  in  consideration  of  marriage, 
which  is  a  valuable  consideration,  and  held 
to  be  sufficient  to  support  a  settlement  by 
the  husband  upon  his  wife  by  all  the  au- 
thorities. Nelson  v.  Trigg,  2  Tenn.  Cas. 
645;  Spurlock  v.  Brown,  91  Tenn.  241,  257^ 
18  S.  W.  868. 

While,  as  stated,  this  doctrine  has  not 
been  heretofore  applied  in  this  state  in  any 
reported  case  to  a  conveyance  of  real  estate 


uses.  Second,  where  he  Is  In  a  situation  to 
make  a  gift  to  his  wife,  and  distinctly  sepa- 
rates the  property  from  the  mass  of  his  prop- 
erty, and  sets  It  apart  to  the  separate,  sole,  and 
exclusive  use  of  the  wife.  Sims  v.  Rickets, 
35  iDd.  181,  9  Am.  Rep.  679. 

A  man  may  make  a  gift  to  his  wife  without 
the  fntprvennoii  of  n  trustee.  p»»d  equity 
will  hold  It  good  if  it  be  no  more  than  a  rea- 
sonable provision  for  her;  be  proportioned  to 
his  circumstances,  and  not  hurtful  to  his  cred- 
itors. The  deed  will  not  be  upheld  If  it  Is  for 
all  the  husband's  property.  A  conveyance 
which  denudes  a  husband  of  all,  or  the  greater 
part,  of  his  property  is  much  more  than  a  rea- 
sonable provision  for  the  wife;  for.  In  con- 
sidering what  is  and  what  is  nqt  a  reasonable 
provision,  the  circumstances  of  the  husband 
are  to  be  regarded  as  probable  necessities  as 
well  as  debts.      Coates  v.  Gerlach,  44  Pa.  48. 

A  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  will  be  upheld  Ip  equity  If  made  upon  good 
or  meritorious  considerations,  and  it  is  free 
from  imposition  or  fraud.  Waterman  v.  Hig- 
glns,  28  Fla.  660,  10  So.  97. 

It  would  stem  that  relief  must  be  applied  for 
In  due  season. 

In  Stoit  V.  Ayloff,  Rep.  In  Ch.  60,  a  suit  was 
brought  to  enforce  a  promise  by  a  man  to  pay 
money  to  his  wife,  but  the  court,  for  the  rea- 
son that  the  debt  was  sixteen  years  old,  and 
the  promise  entirely  void  at  law,  refused  to 
interfere. 

The  English  court  has  had  some  difficulty  In 
carrying  the  doctrine  which  upheld  the  gift 
to  the  extent  that  it  has  been  carried  in  this 
ronntry  because  of  the  theoi-y  upon  which  it  has 
attempted  to  work  It  out.  As  has  been  seen,  gifts 
of  paraphernalia  and  pin  money  were  held 
vaird,  but,  when  the  question  was  reached  as 
to  the  validity  of  larger  gifts,  the  attempt  was 
made  to  solve  it  upon  the  theory  that  the 
husband  must  have  actually  devested  himself 
of  the  title,  as  stated  in  the  cases  cited  In  the 
early  part  of  this  subdivision,  or  upon  the 
equitable  doctrine  that  the  gift  must  be  re- 
garded us  creating  a  trust.  The  rules  govern- 
ing such  trusts  had  been  established  in  other 
<!las8e8  of  cases. 

In  Kekewlch  v.  Manning,  1  De  G.  M.  &  6. 
176,  the  question  was  merely  what  was  suffi- 
cient to  make  a  perfect  gift,  the  court  saying 
a  distinction  exists  between  the  cases  depend 
ing  upon  the  answer  to  the  question  whether 
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a  gift,  or  a  promised  or  intended  gift,  was  In 
truth  a  perfected  act  or  completed  gift,  resting 
neither  in  promise  merely,  nor  merely  in  un- 
fulfilled intention,  or  was  incomplete,  was  im- 
perfect, and  rested  merely  In  promise  or  un- 
fulfilled Intention. 

In  Richards  v.  Delbridge,  L.  R.  18  Eq. 
11,  a  man  made  a  deed  conveying  his  stock  In 
trade  and  other  property  to  his  grandson,  and 
delivered  it  into  the  keeping  of  the  lattcr*B 
mother.  The  court  held  it  to  be  without  effect. 
The  court  applied  the  rule  that  the  one  thing 
necessary  to  give  validity  to  a  declaration  of 
trust  is  that  the  donor  shall  have  absolutely 
parted  with  that  interest  which  had  been  his. 
— shall  have  effectually  changed  his  right  in 
that  respect,  and  put  the  property  out  of  his 
power,  at  least.  In  the  way  of  Interest.  The 
court  says  a  man  may  transfer  bis  property 
without  valuable  consideration  in  one  of  two 
ways ;  he  may  either  do  such  acts  as  amount  In 
law  to  a  conveyance  or  assignment  of  the 
property,  and  thus  completely  devest  himself 
of  the  legal  ownership  and  vest  It  In  the  donee ; 
or  l'«  Tuay,  by  one  or  other  of  t'le  modes  rec 
ognized  as  amounting  to  a  valid  declaration  of 
trust,  constitute  himself  a  trustee.  For  a 
man  to  make  himself  a  trustee  there  must  be 
an  expression  of  intention  to  become  a  trustee, 
whereas  words  of  present  gift  show  an  Inten- 
tion to  give  over  property  to  another,  and  not 
retain  it  in  the  donor's  hands  for  any  purpose. 

In  Mllroy  v.  Lord,  4  De  G.  F.  &  J.  264,  the 
beneficiary  was  a  niece  of  the  settler,  an3  the 
settlement  was  Imperfect  because  of  failure 
to  transfer  the  shares  of  stock,  which  was  the 
subject-matter  of  the  settlement,  upon  the 
books  of  the  corporation.  The  transaction  was 
not  founded  upon  a  valuable  consideration,  but 
was  merely  gratuitous  and  voluntary,  and  the 
court  held  that  equity  would  not  enforce  the  at- 
tempted settlement  specifically  against  the  ex- 
ecutor of  the  settler. 

When  the  question  of  the  effect  of  an  at- 
tempted gift  from  husband  to  wife  came  before 
the  court  the  principles  announced  in  these 
cases  were  applied. 

By  such  application  a  letter  purporting  to 
give  personal  property  forming  part  of  the 
household  furniture  to  the  wife  as  her  separate 
esTnfe  was  held  not  sufflclent  to  constitute  the 
husband  a  trustee  for  her  benefit.  Re  Breton, 
L.  11.  17  Ch.  DIv.  416.  The  vice  chancellor  says 
that  he  Is  unable  to  support  the^ft  as  a  trust 
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made  by  a  husband  to  his  wife^  it  has  been 
by  the  courts  of  last  resort  in  a  number  of 
other  states,  and  an  examination  of  the 
opinions  of  those  courts  will  show  that  the 
same  reasons  advanced  in  our  cases  for  the 
creation  of  a  separate  estate  in  transfers  of 
personalty  are  there  given  to  support  the 
application  of  the  rule  to  conveyances  of 
land.  The  case  of  McMiU<in  v.  Peacock,  57 
Ala.  127,  is  very  much  in  point.  In  the 
opinion.  Chief  Justice  Brickell  speaking  for 
the  court,  it  is  said:  "To  the  creation  of 
the  equitable  separate  estate  no  particular 
form  of  words,  no  technical  expressions,  are 
necessary.  A  clear,  unequivobal^  intention 
to  exclude  all  marital  rights  of  the  husband 
to  secure  to  the  wife  the  separate,  exclusive 
•enjoyment  of  the  estate,  manifested  by  the 


terms  or  legal  operation  of  the  instrument 
creating  it,  is  sufficient.  If  the  grant  or 
conveyance  is  made  by  a  stranger,  the  in- 
tent to  exclude  all  right  of  the  husband, 
and  to  vest  in  the  wife  the  entire,  exclusive 
interest,  must  be  expressed  in  clear  terms. 
It  cannot  rest  on  conjecture  or  implication. 
.  .  .  A  conveyance  by  the  husband  to  a 
trustee  for  the  use  of  the  wife  is,  necessa- 
rily, for  the  separate,  exclusive  use  of  the 
wife;  otherwise  it  would  be  vain  and  in- 
operative. .  .  .  A  gift  or  conveyance 
made  by  the  husband  directly  to  the  wife, 
during  coverture,  at  common  law  is  void,  as 
are  all  contracts  made  between  husband  and 
wife.  Courts  of  equity  have  long  been  ac- 
customed to  support  and  maintain  such  gifts 
and  conveyances,  when  they  are  not  fraudu- 


declared  by  the  husband  In  favor  of  the  wife. 
"I  am  very  sorry  for  it  because  it  is  a  mon- 
strous state  of  the  law  which  prevents  effect 
being  given  to  such  a  gift."  lie  treats  an  at- 
tempted gift  to  a  wife  or  to  a  stranger  as  the 
same,  and  says  it  is  manifest  from  the  trans- 
action, taken  by  Itself,  that  the  alleged  donor 
was  mistaken  as  regards  the  proper  and  legal 
method  of  effecting  what  he  intended  to  do. 
And  that,  in  order  to  cause  equity  to  afford  its 
aid,  there  must  be  either  a  transfer  of  the 
property  or  a  declaration  of  trust;  following 
Mihoy  v.  Lord,  4  De  G.  F.  &  J.  264,  and  re- 
fusing to  follow  ITox  v.  Hawks,  L.  R.  13  Ch. 
Div.  822. 

So,  in  Hayes  ▼.  Alliance  British  &  F.  Life  & 
Fire  Assur.  Co.  Ir.  L.  R.  8  C.  L.  140,  it 
was  held  that  a  deed  poll  was  not  sufficient  to 
transfer  a  life  insurance  policy  from  a  man  to 
his  wife.  The  court  said  it  was  admitted  that 
the  deed  could  not  operate  as  an  assignment, 
being  made  to  the  wife;  but  it  was  strongly 
urged  that  it  amounted  to  a  declaration  of  trust 
in  favor  of  the  wife.  But  the  court  held  that 
the  rule  laid  down  in  Milroy  v.  Lord,  4  De 
<3t.  F.  &  J.  264,  and  Richards  v.  Delbridge,  L. 
U.  18  Kq.  11,  was  fatal  to  the  contention  of 
the  claimant.  The  intention  was  to  assign 
and  transfer.  There  was  no  mention  of  a  trust,* 
and  the  rule  was  that,  if  a  settlement  was 
intended  by  one  of  the  two  possible  modes, — 
that  is,  by  present  gift, — the  court  would  not 
give  it  effect  by  applying  the  other, — that  is, 
hold  the  settler  to  be  a  trustee. 

c.  necessity    of    trustee. 

Before  the  possibility  of  making  a  con- 
veyance directly  to  the  wife  had  l)een  recog- 
nized that  result  had  been  accomplished  by 
conveying  the  property  to  a  trustee  for  her 
benefit.  After  equity  bep:an  to  uphold  con- 
veyances directly  from  husband  to  wife,  the 
Intervention  of  a  trustee  was  no  longer  nec- 
essary. 

As  a  general  rule  whenever  a  contract  would 
be  good  nt  law  if  made  with  trustees  for  the 
wife  that  contract  will  be  sustained  In  equity, 
though  made  by  the  husband  and  wife,  without 
the  intervention  of  trustees.  Maraman  v. 
Maraman,   4    Met.    (Ky.)    84. 

A  wife  may  acquire  a  separate  property  In 
equity  by  agreement  with  her  husband  with- 
out the  intervention  of  trustees.  McKennan 
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v.  Phillips,  6  Whart.  671,  37  Am.  Dec.  438; 
Fisher  v.  Filbert,  6  Pa.  61 ;  Furrow  ▼.  Athey, 
21  Neb.  671,  69  Am.  Rep.  867,  83  N.  W.  208; 
Story  V.  Marshall,  24  Tex.  306,  76  Am.  Dec. 
100:  Richardson  v.  Uutchins,  68  Tex.  87.  3 
S.  W.  276;  Evans  v.  Opperman,  76  Tex.  299, 
13  S.  W.  312. 

The  intervention  of  a  trustee  is  not  necessary 
to  validate  a  voluntary  settlement  by  a  man 
upon  his  wife.  White  v.  Bettis,  9  Ueisk.  646 ; 
Powell  V.  Powell,  9  Humph.  480. 

In  Jones  v.  Clifton,  101  U.  S.  225.  25  L.  ed. 
908,  which  was  an  action  by  an  assignee  In 
bankruptcy  to  set  aside  conveyances  by  the 
debtor  to  his  wife,  the  court  says  the  In- 
tervention of  trustees  in  order  that  the  prop- 
erty  conveyed  may  be  held  to  her  separate  es- 
tate beyond  the  control  or  Interference  of  her 
husband  is  no  longer  required. 

This  Is  especially  true  under  the  statutes 
which  have  been  passed  for  the  benefit  of  mar- 
ried women. 

Under  the  married  woman's  acta  a  man  may 
grant  to  his  wife  the  legal  title  to  real  estate 
without  the  necessity  of  a  trustee.  Blake  ▼. 
Blake,  7  Iowa,  46. 

Under  the  Iowa  statutes  the  wife  can  take 
title  to  real  estate  by  gift  or  grant  from  the 
husband  without  the  necessity  of  a  trustee. 
Hoffman  v.  Stlgers.  28  Iowa,  308. 

In  Barker  v.  Koneman,  13  Cal.  9,  It  is  stat- 
ed that  under  the  California  statutes  a  man 
could  convey  his  property  as  a  gift  directly 
to  his  wife  without  the  Intervention  of  a 
trustee. 

d.  Effect  of  conveyance. 

Since  it  is  only  In  equity  that  the  conveyance 
is  regarded  as  valid,  the  question  arises  as  to 
the  character  of  the  estate  which  is  conveyed. 
The  logical  answer  is  that.  If  there  Is  no  estate 
which  will  be  recognized  by  a  court  of  law.  It 
must  be  an  equitable,  and  not  a  lega^  estate 
which  she  requires. 

While  in  equity  an  absolute  conveyance  of 
property  from  a  man  directly  to  his  wife  la 
sufficient  to  devest  him  of  such  property  and 
vest  it  in  the  wife  (Craig  v.  Chandler,  6  Colo. 
543),  yet  she  secures  an  interest  In  the  prop- 
erty only  beojiuse  equity  intervenes  to  aid  her 
by  holding  the  husband  to  be  a  trustee  for 
her  benefit  or  otherwise.  Therefore,  it  Is  gen- 
erally  considered  that  a  conveyance  of  lands 
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lent,  as  to  creditors."  The  necessity  for  cre- 
ating in  "the  wife  a  separate  estate,  vesting 
in  her  the  entire,  exclusive  interest  [is  ap- 
parent], since  otherwise  the  transaction, 
which  was  intended  to  have  some  effect,  can 
have  none  in  law  or  equity.  .  .  .  [And, 
further,]  all  that  is  necessary  to  the  cre- 
ation of  an  equitable  separate  estate  is,  as 
we  have  seen,  ...  a  clear,  unequivocal 
manifestation  and  declaration  of  the  in- 
tention to  relinquish  his  own  rights,  and 
to  clothe  the  wife  with  them;  and  that 
intention  a  court  of  equity  will  carry  into 
effect.'' 

The  case  of  Helmetag  v.  Frank,  61  Ala. 
09,  in  which  the  opinion  was  also  delivered 
by  Brickell,  Ch.  J.,  is  to  the  same  effect. 
It    is   there   said:     "We    regard   it    as   the 


settled  law  of  this  state  that  a  gift  by  the 
husband  to  the  wife  of  property,  real  or 
personal,  creates  in  the  wife  an  equitable 
estate.  Property  thus  acquire4  by  the  wife 
is  not  within  the  influence  and  operation 
of  the  statutory  or  constitutional  provi- 
sions which  create  separate  estates." 
.  In  the  case  of  Kimbrough  v.  Kimhroughf 
09  Ga.  134,  25  S.  £.  176,  the  supreme  court 
of  Georgia  holds:  "Where  a  husband,  witli 
his  own  money,  purchased  and  paid  for  a 
home,  and  deliberately  and  intentionally 
had  the  same  conveyed  to  his  wife,  with 
no  understanding  or  agreement  that  he  was, 
in  any  event,  to  have  an  interest  in  the  title, 
the  transaction  amounted  to  a  gift  from 
the  husband  to  the  wife,  and,  as  between 
'them,  the  property   became  absolutely   her 


by  a  man  directly  to  bis  wife  passes  to  her  only 
an  equitable  estate,  leaving  the  legal  title  in 
him,  which  on  his  death  will  descend  to  his 
heirs.  Powe  v.  McLeod,  76  Ala.  418;  Wash- 
burn ▼.  Gardner,  76  Ala.  599;  Bush  v.  Heney, 
85  Ala.  606,  5  So.  321 ;  Sipley  v.  Wass,  49 
N.  J.  Eq.  463,  24  Atl.  233 ;  Vought  v.  Vought, 
50    N.    J.    Eq.   177.    27   Atl.    489. 

Although  a  man  purchases  real  estate  which 
is  conveyed  to  him,  with  his  wife's  money,  a 
conveyance  by  him  directly  to  her  will  not 
rest  the  legal  title  in  her.  Crawford  v.  Whit- 
•pore.  rJO  Mo.  144,  25  S.  W.  365,  Overruling 
Ban^'ort  v.  Bangert,  13  Mo.  App.  144,  and 
Cooper  V.  Standley,  40  Mo.  App.  138. 

A  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to  the 
sole  and  proper  use  and  behoof  of  his  wife  vests 
in  her  merely  an  equitable  estate,  sa  that  if 
he  has  curtesy  in  it,  it  is  of  an  equitable  nature, 
and  one  who  levies  upon  and  sells  it  cannot 
enforce  his  rights  by  an  action  at  law.  Car* 
rington  v.  Richardson,  79  Ala.  106. 

But  a  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife  vests 
io  her  an  equitable  estate  which  she  may 
charf»e.  Rabitte  v.  Orr  Bros.  83  Ala.  185.  3  So. 
420 ;  Mcllwaln  v.  Vaughan,  76  Ala.  489 ;  Sned- 
Iker  V.  Boyleston,  83  Ala.  408.  4   So.  83. 

And  a  deed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  may  convey 
the  equitable  estate,  and,  when  the  legal  eRtate 
is  outstanding  In  a  prior  mortgagee,  such  deed 
may  convey  all  the  remaining  Interest  of  the 
grantor,     Jones  v.  McGrath,  15  Ont.  Rep.  189. 

Upon  a  subsequent  hearing  of  the  case,  how- 
<>ver.  Judgment  went  agaiust  the  grantor  In 
favor  of  a  purchaser  from  the  wife,  on  the 
ground  that  the  statute  made  a  recital  of  con- 
it  Ideration  in  the  deed  conclusive  In  favor  of 
purchasers  without  notice.  The  court,  however, 
intimated  that  the  grant  might  be  supported 
even  by  the  general  rule  governing  conveyances 
from  husband  to  wife.     16  Ont.  Rep.  617. 

III.  Effect   of   statutes, 

a.  In  general. 

After  It  had  become  establlslied  that  an  at- 
tempted  conveyance  of  property   was   void  at 
taw,    but   might   be   upheld    in    equity,    statutes 
were   passed  enlarging  the  powers  of  married  ' 
women,  and  securing  to  them  greater  control  i 
over  their  separate  property ;  and  the  conten-  j 
tlon  was  at  once  made  that  these  statutes  re-  j 
moved   the  barriers  which   had  prevented   the  [ 
i'i)  L.  R.  A. 


husband  from  conveying  property  to  his  wife. 
The  position  which  the  courts  took  upon  the 
question  depended  largely  upon  the  form  of  the 
statute,  but  the  tendency  seems  to  have  been 
towards  conservatism  and  to  hold  that  the  right 
to  contract  between  themselves  did  not  exist 
unless  expressly  conferred.  Thus  it  has  been 
held  that  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to  bis  wife  of 
property  purchased  with  money  in  which  she 
has  an  Interest  is  absolutely  void  at  law,  not- 
withstanding the  enactment  of  a  statute  provid- 
ing that  a  married  woman  may  sell  and  convey 
her  real  and  personal  estates  to  the  same  extent 
and  with  like  effect  as  a  married  man  may. 
Aultman  v.  Obermeyer,  6  Neb.  260;  Johnson 
V.  Vandervort,  16  Neb.  144,  19  N.  W.  461,  20 
N.  W.  122. 

So  in  Kent  v.  Kent,  20  Ont.  Rep.  445,  Armour, 
Ch.  J.,  said  that  in  his  opinion,  since  the  act  of 
22  Vict.  chap.  34,  an  effectual  conveyance  of  the 
legal  estate  in  land  can  be  made  by  a  husband 
to  his  wife,  but  that,  from  the  construction 
which  had  been  placed  upon  the  act,  his  opin- 
ion could  not  prevail.  And  Street.  J.,  says  thnt 
the  statute  which  merely  declared  that  the 
wife  might  hold  her  dower  property  did  not 
have  the  effect  of  permitting  the  husband  to 
convey  directly  to  her. 

Bu^  the  form  of  many  of  the  statutes  has 
been  such  as  to  leave  no  question  that  the 
power  to  make  such  conveyances  was  con- 
ferred. 

Thus  the  Maine  act  of  1847,  chop.  27,  S  2. 
expressly  recognized  the  validity  of  conveyances 
directly  from  husband  to  wife.  Johnson  v. 
Stillings.  35  Me.  427. 

So,  under  the  Maine  statutes,  a  note  given 
by  a  man  to  his  wife  for  borrowed  money  may 
be  enforced  against  him.  Webster  v.  Webster, 
58    Me.    139,   4   Am.    Rep.   253. 

Uuder  the  Utah  statutes  authorizing  married 
women  to  tnko  property  by  gift,  purchase,  etc., 
and  to  hold,  manage,  and  transfer  the  same, 
and  to  sue  and  be  sued,  a  man  may  convey 
property  directly  to  his  wife  without  the  inter- 
vention of  a  trustee.  Cereghino  v.  Wagener, 
4  Utah,  514,  11  Pac.  568. 

By  the  Ontario  statute  (49  Vict.  chap.  20 
I  0),  a  man  can  convey  real  estate  directly  to 
his  wife.  Whitehead  v.  Whitehead,  14  Ont. 
Rep.  621. 

Under    the    statutes    preserving   the    estates 

of  married  women,  the  husband  may  transfer 

directly    to    his    wife    securities  JK}iich    focm 
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sepo-rate  estate.  Where  the  husband  and^ 
wife  took  joint  possession  of  the  property 
thus  conveyed,  and  after  they  had  lived  to- 
gether thereon  for  a  time  she  was  forced, 
by  mistreatment  and  cruelty  on  his  part, 
to  leave  the  premises,  and  he  remained  in 
possession,  he  was,  in  law,  her  tenant  at 
sufferance,  and  upon  his  refusing  to  sur- 
render possession  to  her  when  so  demanded 
it  was  her  right  to  sue  out  a  dispossessory 
warrant  for  the  purpose  of  ejecting  him." 
In  the  case  of  Whitten  v.  Whitten,  3 
Cush.  199,  which  was  the  case  where  land 
was  purchased  by  the  husband  with  his 
money,  and  the  title  taken  in  his  wife,  the 
court  says:  "Where  the  husband  himself 
makes  a  gift  or  grant  to  the  wife,  the  in- 
tention to  relinquish  his  own  rights  in  favor 


of  the  wife,  and  thus  to  give  her  a  separate 
property  or  interest,  is  necessarily  and  most 
clearly  and  unequivocally  manifested  and 
declared." 

In  the  case  of  Bayers  v.  Wall,  26  Gratt. 
373,  21  Am.  Rep.  303,  the  court  says:  It 
seems  to  be  well  settled  that  express  words 
are  not  necessary'  to  create  a  separate  estate 
in  a  deed  from  the  husband  to  his  wife. 
The  law  attaches  to  absolute  deeds  and 
transfers  a  fiill  alienation  of  the  entire  in- 
terest of  property,  so  far  as  the  alienation 
is  permitted  by  the  principles  of  law  and 
equity. 

In  Garland  v.  Pamplin,  32  Gratt.  314,  it 
is  held:  "The  general  rule  is  that  a  con- 
veyance by  the  husband  directly  to  his  wife, 
although  void  at  law,  br  to  a  third  person 


part  of  her  separate  estate.  Beard  v.  Dedolpb, 
29  Wis.  136. 

The  English  statute  44  &  45  Vict.  chap.  41, 
S  50,  permitted  a  conveyance  of  real  estate 
bj  husband  to  wife.  Whitehead  v.  Whitehead. 
14  Ont.  Rep.  621. 

Under  the  South  Carolina  Constitution,  a 
woman  may  acquire  separate  estate  by  gift 
from  her  husband.  State  v.  Pitts,  12  S.  C. 
180.  32  Am.  Rep.  508. 

Under  a  constitutional  provision  creating  a 
separate  estate  in  a  married  woman  with  re- 
spect to  her  property,  free  from  the  debts, 
engagements,  or  obligations  of  her  husband, 
he  may  convey  real  estate  directly  to  her. 
Walker  v.  Long,  109  N.  C.  510,  14  S.  E. 
299. 

Under  the  married  woman's  acts,  the  wife 
has  a  right  to  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  of 
land  conveyed  to  her  by  the  direction  of  her 
husband.  Woodward  v.  Woodward,  148  Mo. 
241,  49  S.  W.  1001. 

Under  the  Oregon  statutes,  a  man  may 
convey  property  to  his  wife  as  freely  as  to  a 
stranger,  and  exclude  himself  from  all  interest 
therein.  Jenkins  v.  Hall,  26  Or.  79,  37  Pac. 
62. 

Since  1840  a  man  may,  under  the  Texas  laws, 
make  donations  of  property  directly  to  his  wife 
without  the  intervention  of  a  trustee.  FItts 
V.  Fltts,  14  Tex.  443;  Reynolds  v.  Lansford, 
16  Tex.  286. 

Under  a  statute  permitting  a  married  woman 
to  hold  property  and  sue  in  the  same  manner  as 
if  unmarried,  she  may  maintain  suit  upon 
a  note  given  to  her  by  her  husband  for  a 
valuable  consideration  during  coverture.  May 
▼.  May,  9  Neb.  16,  31  Am.  Rep.  399,  2  N.  W. 
221. 

At  least  she  may  after  the  parties  have  been 
divorced.  Webster  v.  Webster,  58  Me.  139, 
4  Am.  Rep.  253. 

Or  against  his  estate.  I^gan  v.  Hall,  19 
Iowa,  491. 

Under  the  statutes  giving  power  to  a  mar- 
ried woman  to  enjoy,  contract,  sell,  transfer, 
convey,  devise,  and  bequeath  her  property  in 
the  same  manner  and  with  like  effect  as  if  she 
were  unmarried,  her  husband  may  convey  real 
estate  to  her  by  deed  directly,  without  the 
necessity  of  a  trustee.  Bnrdeno  v.  Amperse. 
14  Mich.  91,  90  Am.  Dec.  22o. 

Under  statutes  permitting  a  married  woman 
to  hold  property  separate  from  her  husband, 
60  L.  R.  A. 


the  wife  may  take  a  conveyance  of  personal 
property  directly  from  the  husband.  Going 
V.  Orns,  8  Kan.  85;  Faddis  v.  W^oollomes,  10 
Kan.  56. 

A  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to 
bis  wife  becomes  her  separate  estate,  although 
in  form  a  quitclaim,  if  it  is  upon  consideration 
of  love  and  affection  so  as  to  be  in  effect  a 
gift,  under  a  statute  providing  that  property 
received  by  a  married  woman  through  gift 
shall  be  her  separate  estate.  Thrope  v.  Samp- 
son, 84  Fed.  03. 

The  rule  that  a  woman  cannot  take  a  gift 
of  personal  property  from  her  husband  is  re- 
pealed-by  the  amendment  of  a  statute  which 
provided  that  she  might  sue  in  all  matters  re- 
lating to  her  property  which  might  come  to 
her  by  gift  of  any  person  except  her  husband, 
by  omitting  the  words  "except  her  husband.'* 
Rawson  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  2  Abb.  Pr.  N.  S. 
220.  The  court  says:  "As  a  married  woman 
can  maintain  an  action  in  relation  to  prop- 
erty obtained  from  her  husband,  as  well  as 
from  all  other  persons,  the  denial  of  her  sole 
and  separate  right  to  that  property  as  donee 
would  l>e  Inconsistent  with  her  right  to  sue 
for  it," 

Under  the  New  York  act  of  1860,  gifts  of 
paraphernalia  from  a  man  to  his  wife  Ix'cnme 
her  separate  estate  at  law.  Rawson  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania R.  Co.  48  N.  Y.  212.  8  Am.  Rep.  ."543. 

By  N.  Y.  act  1887,  chap,  rtlil,  a  man  Is 
permitted  to  convey  lands  directly  to  his  wife. 
Dlefendorf  v.  Diefendorf,  29  N.  Y.  S.  R.  122, 
8  N.  Y.   Supp.  tJ17. 

A  statute  providing  that  property  acquired 
by  a  married  woman  by  descent,  devise,  be- 
quest, gift,  or  grant  shall  be  her  sole  and 
separate  estate  includes  property  acquired  by 
gift  from  her  husband.     Barnum  v.   Farthing, 

40  How.   Pr.   25. 

A  conveyance  which  was  valid  by  the  exist- 
ing statute  is  not  rendered  invalid  by  the  re- 
peal of  the  statute  and  restoration  of  the 
rules  of  the  common  law.     Bay  gent  a  v.  Beard, 

41  Miss.   531. 

b.  Exception  of  conveyances  from  huaband. 

Some  of  the  statutes  which  created  separate 
estates  of  married  women  contained  a  clause 
excepting  property  acquired  from  the  husband, 
and  the  courts  have  not  been  able  to  a;;ree  as 
to  the  effect  of  this  exception.     .Separate  estate 
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for  her  benefit,  is  construed  as  operating 
to  her  separate  use ;  and  the  reason  assigned 
ia  that  the  conveyance  otherwise  would  be 
wholly  inoperative." 

A  case  in  point  is  Leake  v.  Benson,  29 
Oratt.  156.  in  which  it  is  held:  "Where 
the  conveyance  is  by  the  husband  to  the 
wife,  ...  as  a  general  rule  it  will  be 
construed  as  operating  to  her  separate  use, 
although  no  such  words  are  used  as  would 
he  necessary  to  [create]  a  separate  estate 
in  a  conveyance  by  a  stranger.  .  .  . 
The  reason  is  said  to  be  that  otherwise  the 
-conveyance   would   be   wholly    inoperative." 

In  Deming  v.  Williams,  26  Conn.  231,  68 
Am.  Dec  386,  the  court  discusses  this  ques- 
tion, and,  citing  a  large  number  of  authori- 
ties, thus  lays  down  the  rule:     "Undoubt- 


edly the  cases  all  of  them  import  that  tho 
wife  is  to  take  to  the  exclusion  of  the  hus- 
band. But  this  is  to  be  inferred  from  the 
fact  that  it  is  a  bona  fide  gift  of  the  hus- 
band to  his  wife.  If  this  is  not  irrevo- 
cably to  her  separate  use  the  transaction 
has  no  meaning,  for  no  one  pretends  that 
a  legal  title  passes  to  her.  We  cannot  be- 
lieve that  the  husband^  in  order  to  be  ir- 
revocably bound,  must  use  language  to  that 
effect,  or  covenant  that  he  will  not  resume 
or  sell  the  thing  he  has  given  to  his  wife. 
When  a  stranger  gives  to  the  ^ife,  it  is  true 
that  words  of  exclusiveness  are  necessary, 
for  otherwise  the  unity  of  husband  and 
wife  would  carry  to  the  husband  alone  a 
gift  of  personal  property  made  to  the  wife ; 
hut  when  the  husband  himself  gives  to  his 


is  usually  regarded  as  belofc  held  by  a  married 
woman  free  from  the  control  of  her  husband. 
A  clause  in  a  statute  creating  separate  estate 
in  her,  which  excepts  property  acquired  from 
him,  can  have  full  effect  by  being  limited  to 
the  question  of  her  separate  estate  without 
having  any  bearing  upon  the  question  of  his 
riglit  to  convey  property  to  her  either  at  law 
or  in  equity.  Some  of  the  courts  have  held  that 
this  is  the  full  effect  of  the  statute,  so  that 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  statute  was 
left  as  before  the  statute  was  passed. 

A  provision  excepting  property  acquired  from 
the  husband.  In  a  statute  creating  a  wife's 
separate  estate,  does  not  destroy  her  right  to 
acquire  property  from  him  which  will  be  free 
from  bis  debts.  Property  acquired  under  such 
statutes  is  statutory  separate  estate,  and  tlie 
incidents  of  it  are  entirely  different  from  those 
whicli  attach  to  property  so  settled  as  to  be  her 
separate  estate  in  equity.  O'Doherty  v.  On- 
tario Bank,  32  U.  C.  C.  P.  299. 

In  Moore  v.  Somerindyke,  1  Hilt,  199,  it  is 
said  that  the  New  York  acts  creating  the 
separate  estate  of  married  women  expressly 
except  property  coming  to  her  from  the  hus- 
band, and  that  therefore  gifts  from  him  to 
her  were  not  her  separate  property. 

Under  the  Massachusetts  statutes,  a  woman 
-cannot  acquire  property  to  be  held  as  her  sole 
and  separate  property  by  gift  from  her  hus- 
band. Though  such  a  gift  may  be  so  far  vol  Id 
as  to  give  the  wife  a  right  to  the  property 
at  the  death  of  the  husband,  as  against  his 
heirs  or  executors,  it  is  invalid  as  to  bis 
creditors.  Property  thus  given  remains  the 
property  of  the  husband  during  his  life,  and 
may  be  demanded  by  him.  Spelman  v.  Aid- 
rich,  126  Mass.  113.  « 

In  case  a  man  makes  a  gift' of  personal  prop- 
erty to  his  wife  the  title  and  possession  re- 
-main  in  him  during  his  life,  the  possession  of 
Che  wife  being,  in  legal  contemplation,  his  pos- 
session, and  he  may  revoke  the  gift  at  any 
time ;  bat,  in  case  he  does  not  revoke  it  prior 
to  his  death,  she  may  enforce  her  rights 
against  his  representatives.  Marshall  v.  Ja- 
qulth,  134  Mass.  138. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  statutes  permit  the 
woman  to  acquire  property  from  anyone  ex- 
cept her  husband  does  not  invalidate  gifts 
coiMa  mortis  which  he  makes  to  her.  Whitney 
T.  Wheeier.  110  Mass.  490. 

Under  the  Massachusetts  statute  i>ermitting 
^U  L.  K.  A. 


a  married  woman  to  hold  as  her  separate  estate 
property  which  comes  to  her  from  any  person 
except  her  husband,  personal  property  trans- 
ferred to  her  by  a  third  person  at  the  instance 
of  her  husband  does  not  become  hers  free  from 
bis  control.  Towle  v.  Towle,  114  Mass.  167.  The 
court  says,  however,  It  is  true  that,  if  she  had 
survived  him,  and  he  had  done  nothing  to  re- 
duce it  to  possession,  and  it  was  not  needed  for 
his  creditors,  she  could  hold  It  against  his 
legal  representatives.  But  during  his  life  the 
rules  of  the  common  law  apply  to  it,  and 
he  has  the  right  to  reduce  it  to  possession. 

In  Stockwell  v.  Baird,  1  Marv.  (Del.)  420. 
31  Atl.  811,  where  the  question  was  as  to  the 
rights  of  creditors  of  the  husband,  the  court 
held  that,  under  a  statute  providing  that  the 
real  and  personal  property  acquired  by  a  mar- 
ried woman  from  any  person  other  than  h<ir 
husband  should  be  her  sole  and  separate  prop- 
erty, she  could  not  acquire  from  him  property 
to  her  sole  and  separate  use. 

In  Mississippi  it  is  held  that,  under  a  stat- 
ute providing  that  any  married  woman  may 
become  seised  or  possessed  of  any  property  in 
her  own  name  and  her  own  property,  pro- 
vided the  same  does  not  come  from  her  husband 
.after  coverture,  a  gift  of  chattels  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  is  void  at  law.  Ratcliffe  v.  Dough- 
erty, 24  Miss.  181. 

But  the  mere  fact  that  the  statute  providing 
for  the  separate  property  of  married  women 
contains  a  clause  to  the  effect  that  she  may 
acquire  property  except  from  her  husband  does 
not  change  the  equity  rule  that  real  estate  con- 
veyed to  her  may  be  preserved  for  her  benefit 
by  that  court.  Warren  v.  Brown,  25  Miss.  66, 
57  Am.   Dec.    191. 

So,  a  lower  New  York  court  has  held  that 
a  statute  giving  a  married  woman  the  power  of 
a  feme  Hole  with  reference  to  all  property  de- 
rived from  anyone  but  her  husband  does  not 
destroy  her  equitable  right  to  receive  gifts 
directly  from  him  for  her  support.  Peck  v. 
Brown,  26  How.  Pr.  350. 

But  there  is  an  intimation  to  the  contrary 
in  Little  v.  Willetts,  37  How.  Pr.  493. 

The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  has 
held  that  an  exception  in  the  statute  of  the 
District  of  Columbia,  providing  that  property 
coming  to  her,  except  by  gift  or  conveyance 
from  her  husband,  shall  be  her  separate  estate, 
refers  to  voluntary  gifts  and  conveyances,  and 
does  not  operate  upon  property  conveyed  for  a 
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wife  this  cannot  be  necessarj',  and  we  arc 
confident  no  case  can  be  found  which  up- 
holds such  a  doctrine." 

The  cases  of  Steel  v.  Steel,  36  N.  C. 
(1  Ired.  Eq.)  452;  Sims  v.  Rickets,  35  Ind. 
381,  9  Am.  Rep.  679;  Haines  v.  Hainea.  54 
111.  77;  Smith  v.  Seiherling,  35  Fed.  677; 
Moraman  v.  Maraman,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  84; 
Callahan  v.  Houston,  78  Tex.  494,  14  S.  W. 
1027;  Story  v.  Marshall,  24  Tex.  305,  76 
Am.  Dec.  106;  Putnam  v.  Bicknell,  18  Wis. 
333, — are  in  line  with  those  from  which 
we  have  quoted,  and  fully  sustain  the  view 
we  have  taken  of  the  question. 

These  are  all  cases  decided  by  courts  of 
the  highest  authority,  and  would  seem  to  be 
conclusive  of  the  matter.  Counsel  for  the 
complainant    rely    upon   the    fact   that   we 


have  no  case  in  which  this  doctrine  ha& 
been  applied  to  conveyances  of  lands  in 
Tennessee.  But  they  have  been  unable  to 
produce  a  case  either  in  this  or  any  other 
jurisdiction  where  a  court  has  refused  to 
apply  it  to  such  conveyances.  In  every 
case  called  to  our  attention,  where  it  ha*^ 
been  invoked,  the  rule  has  been  applied 
and  enforced.  The  question  was  not  made- 
or  considered  in  the  cases  of  Murdoch  v. 
Memphis  d  0.  R,  Co,  7  Baxt.  572,  and 
Vick  V.  Gower,  92  Tenn.  391,  21  S.  W.  677, 
and  they  do  not  support  the  contention  of 
the  complainant. 

The  reasons,  we  have  said,  given  in  the 
opinions  of  this  court  for  holding  that 
transfers  of  personal  property  by  husbands 
to  their  wives  create  separate  estate  in  the 


valuable  consideration.  Sykes  ▼.  Chadwick, 
18  Wall.  141,  21  L.  ed.  824. 

In  Williams  v.  Reid,  8  Mackey,  46,  It  was  held 
that,  under  the  District  of  Columbia  statutes, 
property  conveyed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  directly 
or  indirectly  is  not  ber  separate  property. 

In  accordance  with  that  ruling,  it  was  held 
that  a  grant  by  husband  to  wife  through  the 
medium  of  a  third  person,  of  real  estate,  with- 
out words  making  it  her  sole  and  exclusive 
property,  does  not  make  it  her  sole  statutory 
estate,  under  a  statute  providing  that  property 
acquired  by  her  in  any  other  way  than  by  gift 
or  conveyance  from  her  husband  shall  be  hers 
as  absolutely  as  if  she  was  unmarried,  and 
she  cannot,  therefore,  devise  it  free  from  his 
claims.  And  the  power  of  disposition  is  not 
conferred  upon  her  by  a  clause  of  the  statute 
that  any  married  woman  may  convey,  devise, 
and  bequeath  her  property,  or  any  interest 
therein,  in  the  same  manner  and  with  lilce 
effect  as  if  she  were  unmarried,  since  such  pro- 
vision refers  to  her  statutory  or  equitable  sep- 
arate estate.  Ratbbone  v.  Hamilton,  4  App. 
D.  C.  475. 

Following  the  same  line,  the  court,  in  Zeust 
V.  Staffan,  14  App.  D.  C.  200,  held  that,  un- 
der a  statute  providing  that  proi)erty  acquired 
by  a  married  woman  other  than  by  gift  or  con- 
veyance from  her  husband  shall  be  her  separate 
estate,  property  paid  for  by  him,  and  conveyed 
to  her,  does  not  become  ber  separate'  estate, 
which  she  can  devise  to  the  exclusion  of  his 
marital  rights. 

But  that  a  conveyance  to  a  married  woman 
at  the  instance  of  her  husband  and  upon  con- 
sideration furnished  by  him,  which  is  expressly 
stated  to  be  for  her  sole  use  and  benefit,  free 
from  the  control  and  ownership  of  the  husband, 
confers  upon  her  an  equitable  separate  estate, 
which  she  may  devise  free  fi*om  his  control, 
notwithstanding  the  provision  for  statutory 
separate  estate  is  that  all  property  acquired  by 
the  wife  other  than  that  by  gift  or  conveyance 
from  her  husband  shall  be  her  separate  estate. 

But  in  the  meantime  the  Hamilton  Case  had 
gone  to  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
and  that  court  held  that  the  fact  tbat  prop- 
erty was  acquired  from  her  husband  does  not 
prevent  a  woman  from  devising  It  under  stat- 
utes which  provide  that  all  property  acquired 
by  her,  except  by  gift  or  conveyance  from  her 
husband,  shall  be  hers  as  absolutely  as  if  un- 
married, and  that  any  married  wooiau  may  con 
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vey,  devise,  and  bequeath  her  property,  or  any 
Interest  therein,  in  the  same  manner  and  with 
like  effect  as  if  she  were  unmarried.  175  U.  8. 
414,  44  L.  ed.  219,  20  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  155. 

The  court  then  granted  a  rehearing  in 
Zeust  V.  Staffan,  16  App.  D.  C  141,  and, 
upon  the  authority  of  Hamilton  v.  Rath- 
bone,  held  that,  under  the  statute,  a  married 
woman  had  power  to  devise  all  her  property, 
however  acquired ;  and  this  included  power 
to  devise  real  estate  acquired  by  gift  or  con- 
veyance from  ber  husband,  as  fully  as  if 
unmarried. 

In  Shea  v.  McMahon,»16  App.  D.  C.  65,  the 
court,  without  considering  the  effect  of  the 
statute,  held  that  a  conveyance  of  real  estate 
by  a  man  to  his  wife  through  a  third  person 
is  good  as  against  those  claiming  under  him. 
The  court  says  that  It  is  not  pretended  thai 
the  rights  of  creditors  were  involved,  and 
that,  therefore,  whatever  was  the  consideration 
for  the  conveyance,  even  if  it  was  a  voluntary 
settlement,  the  conveyance  to  tue  wife  was 
perfectly  good  and  valid  as  against  the  bus 
band,  bis  heirs  at  law,  and  against  his  devisees 
and  trustees  claiming  under  his  will. 

Bnt  under  the  statutes  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  property  conveyed  by  a  man  to  bis 
wife  through  a  third  person  does  not  become 
her  sole  and  separate  property,  which  she  can 
convey  in  the  same  manner  as  If  she  was  un- 
married. Kaiser  v.  Stickney,  131  U.  S. 
CLXXXVII.  Appx.  and  26  L.  ed.  176. 

So,  a  conveyance  of  property  by  a  husband  to 
wife  through  the  medium  of  a  third  person  does 
not  vest  in  her  a  statutory  separate  estate  un- 
der the  statutes  governing  the  District  of  Col- 
umbia, so  as  to  enable  her  to  transfer  it  with- 
out Joining  her  husband  in  the  deed.  Cammaclc 
V.  Carpenter,  3  App.  D.  C.  219. 

c.  Exemption  from  husband's  debts. 

Where,  by  statute,  real  estate  coming  to  a 
wife  by  gift  or  grant  during  coverture  is  ex- 
empt from  the  debts  of  her  husband,  a  grant 
to  her  by  the  husband  will,  in  equity,  be  re- 
garded as  for  her  sole  and  separate  use.  al- 
though not  so  expressed  in  the  deed.  Smith  v. 
Seiberllng,  .35  Fed.  677.  The  court  says  nn 
ordinary  deed  of  conveyance  to  a  married 
woman  without  appropriate  words  creating 
what  is  known  as  a  separate  estate  invests  her 
with  the  legal  title  to  the  land,  whfcli  U  as 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1903. 


Babiyum  v.  Le  Masteb. 


367 


property  without  language  expressing  that 
intention,  apply  with  the  same  force  to  the 
conveyances  of  real  property,  and  there  is 
no  sound  basis  .  upon  which  a  distinction 
can  be  made.  It  is  a  question  of  intention 
and  effect.  The  law  conclusively  presumes 
that  the  husband  intends  that  this  act  shall 
have  the  effect  that  it  purports  to  have  up- 
on its  face,  that  he  part  with  all  his  in- 
terest in  the  property  conveyed.  If  a  trans- 
fer of  personal  property  to  the  wife  by  her 
husband  did  not,  of  its  own  force,  vest  in  her 
a  separate  estate,  the  transfer  would  be  a 
farce,  and  perhaps  a  fraud  upon  her,  because 
the  husband  would  immediately  become 
again  the  owner  of  it  by  virtue  of  his 
marital  rights,  and  the  wife  would  take 
nothing.     If  the  same  result  did  not  follow 


a  conveyance  of  land  by  a^  husband  to  his 
wife,  he  would,  by  the  same  marital  rights, 
become  seised  of  an  estate  therein  during 
their  joint  lives,  and,  if  they  have  a  child 
born  alive,  for  his  life  if  he  survives  her, 
as  tenant  by  the  curtesy,  and  entitled  to 
receive  and  enjoy  the  rents  and  profits. 
The  wife  would  not  only  be  deprived  of  all 
the  fruits  of  ownership  during  all  this  time, 
but  she  could  not  sell  or  convey  it  with- 
out his  consent  and  joinder  in  the  convey- 
ance,— a  power  in  the  husband  over  the  dis- 
position of  the  property  that  often  enables 
him  to  control  and  reacquire  title  by.  reduc- 
ing to  possession  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of 
it.  The  wife  would  acquire  a  bare  right 
to  sell  with  the  concurrence  of  her  husbanu 
while  he  lived,  and  only  come  into  full  own- 


effectually  protected  against  the  husband's 
■ole  creditors  as  If  made  to  a  trustee  to  her 
separate  use.  While  sucli  a  deed  as  this  Is  void 
at  law  it  is  good  in  equity,  and  a  court  of 
equity  will  effectuate  the  manifest  purpose  of 
tlie  parties,  since  the  law  presumes  it  was  the 
Intention  to  convey  an  estate  to  the  separate 
use  oX  the  wife. 

d.  Permitting  revocation. 

By  the  express  terms  of  the  Louisiana  Code 
a  gift  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to  his  wife  is 
subject  to  revocation.  Lavedar.  v.  Jenlcins,  47 
La.  Ann.  725,  17  So.  256. 

IV.  Conveyance  by  third  pereon  at  instance  of 
huehand. 

To  avoid  the  rule  that  a  man  could  not  con- 
vey property  directly  to  his  wife,  the  device 
was  adopted  at  an  early  date  of  conveying 
through  the  medium  of  a  stranger.  Such  con- 
veyances were  uniformly  upheld,  and  are  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  present  investigation. 
Bat  a  modification  of  that  principle  has  arisen 
which  deserves  some  notice.  That  is  where 
the  bu8l>and  purcliases  property  and  directs  the 
title  to  he  conveyed  to  his  wife.  Such  a  devise 
can  he  regarded  in  no  other  way  than  as  a  gift 
or  conveyance  of  the  property  from  him  to  her ; 
and  yet  such  conveyances  are  uniformly  held  to 
vest  the  legal  title  in  her. 

If  the  transfer  Is  through  the  medium  of  a 
third  person  the  title  vests  in  the  wife.  Bar- 
num  V.  Farthing,  40  How.  Pr.  25. 

A  conveyance  to  wife  at  the  instance  of  the 
husband  vests  title  in  her.  Frank  v.  Franls 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  25  S.  W.  819. 

If  property  purchased  by  a  man  Is,  by  his 
direction,  conveyed  to  his  wife,  it  becomes  her 
separate  estate.  Haines  v.  Haines,  54  111.  74 ; 
Wing  V.  Goodman,  75  III.  159 ;  Indianapolis, 
B.  &  W.  R.  Co.  V.  McLaughlin,  77  111.  275; 
Elder  t.  Jone^  85  111.  384;  Price  v.  Osborn, 
34  Wis.  34. 

Payment  for  property  by  husband,  and  con- 
veyance of  the  title  to  his  wife  by  his  direction, 
vest  the  absolute  title  in  her.  To  entitle  him 
to  a  conveyance  of  the  property  to  himself  he 
must  show  that  it  was  mutually  understood  be- 
twe^>D  hlmHclf  and  wife  at  the  time  the  prop- 
erty was  purchased  tuat  she  should  hold  it 
for  him.     Bent  v.  Bent,  44  Vt.  555. 

Under  the  act  of  18C0,  land  conveyed  to  the 
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wife  through  the  medium  of  a  third  person 
vests  in  her  to  her  sole  and  separate  use.  Bar- 
num  V.  Farthing,  Sheldon,  217. 

A  conveyance  of  land  to  tne  wife  at  the  in- 
stance of  the  husband,  upon  consideration  fur- 
nished by  him  which  is  expressed  to  be  "to 
her  use,**  is  sufficient  to  create  in  her  a  separate 
estate  which  is  free  from  any  claim  on  the  part 
of  his  heirs,  and  there  is  no  resulting  trust  In 
his  favor.  Whitten  v.  Whltten,  3  Cush.  199. 
The  courts  says,  where  the  husband  himself 
makes  a  gift  to  the  wife,  the  intention  to  re- 
linquish his  own^  rights  In  favor  of  the  wife, 
and  thus  to  give  her  a  separate  property  or  in- 
terest. Is  necessarily  and  most  clearly  and  un- 
equivocally manifested  and  declared.  The 
cases  therefore  which  hold  that  general  ex- 
pressions do  not  create  a  separate  property  in 
the  wife  cannot  apply  to  a  case  where  the  grant 
is  by  the  husband. 

When  a  man  effects  a  purchase  of  stock  in 
the  Joint  names  of  himself  and  his  wife  the 
transaction  cannot  of  itself  be  considered  as 
converting  the  wife  into  a  trustee  quoad  her 
interest  for  the  purchaser  whose  money  paid 
the  price  of  the  stoclc.  Drummer  v.  Pitcher, 
2  Myl.  &  K.  262 ;  citing  tne  ruling  of  Lord  El- 
don  in  the  unreported  case  of  Wilde  v.  Wilde^ 
where  his  lordship  said  that,  if  a  husband 
purchases  stock  in  the  names  of  himself  and 
wife,  it  is  prima  facie  a  gift  to  her  in  the 
event  of  her  survivorship. 

A  conveyance  to  a  wife  at  the  Instance  of  her 
husband  need  not  expressly  state  that  it  is 
for  her  sole  and  separate  use  to  have  that  ef- 
fect. 0*Doherty  v.  Ontario  Bank,  32  U.  C. 
C.  P.  299. 

A  man  who  pays  the  purchase  money  for 
property  conveyed  to  his  wife  has  neither  a 
resulting  trust  in  the  property  nor  a  claim 
for  the  purchase  money  as  ngainst  her  heirs. 
Hwnfford  v.  Ferguson,  3  Lea,  202,  31  Am.  Rep. 
639. 

But  the  New  Hampshire  court  has  taken  a 
somewhat  different  view  of  the  question.  The 
New  Hampshire  statutes  of  18C0  provided 
that  every  married  woman  should  hold  to  her 
separate  use  all  property  conveyed  to  her,  pro- 
vided such  conveyance  is  not  occasioned  by 
payment  or  pledge  of  the  property  of  her 
husband.  Under  this  statute,  the  court  held 
that  the  object  of  the  legislature  was  to  prevent 
the  husband  from  conveying  his  own  property 
to  the  separate  use  of  his  wife,  and  that  there- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


368 


Tennessee  Supreme  Court. 


JuifS, 


«rship  and  enjoyment  in  the  event  she 
should  survive  him, — an  estate  more  in  the 
nature  of  a  remainder  than  the  absolute 
one  taking  effect  immediately  which  the 
deed  purports  to  pass,  and  wholly  incon- 
sistent with  the  terms  of  the  instrument. 
Beneficial  results  would  be  practically  want- 
ing in  transfers  of  both  species  of  prop- 
erty, and  there  would  be  a  like  conflict  in 
both  cases  in  the  effect  and  the  apparent 
object  of  the  transaction  and  expressed 
purpose  of  the  parties.  It  cannot  be  sup- 
posed that  parties  intend  that  contracts  de- 
liberately entered  into,  often  supported  by 
valuable  consideration,  should  be  so  abor- 
tive and  barren  of  results.  It  is  more  rea- 
sonable to  treat  the  contract  as  having  its 


plain  and  natural  meaning,  and  effective  to 
vest  in  the  w^ife  the  absolute  estate  (a  sepa- 
rate estate)  which  the  language  of  the  in- 
strument indicates  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  conveyor  to  convey.  This  view  is  in 
harmony  with  our  statute  providing  that 
a  grant  or  conveyance  of  land  is  effective 
to  pass  all  the  title  and  interest  of  the 
grantee  therein,  unless  the  intent  to  con- 
vey a  less  estate  appears  by  express  words 
or  necessary  implication  from  the  terms  of 
the  instrument.  It  is  immaterial  that  the 
marital  right  of  the  husband  attached  to 
property  conveyed  to  the  wife  by  operation 
of  the  law,  and  without  any  affirmative  ac- 
tion on  his  part.  This  is  presumed  to  be 
known  to  and  in  contemplation  of  the  P'^r- 


fore  a  conveyance  by  a  third  person  to  her  at 
his  instance  upon  consideration  furnished  by 
him  vested  no  separate  estate  In  her.  Vogt  v. 
Ticknor,  48  N.  H.  242. 

In  Newbert  v.  Zeddles  (Ky.)  11  S.  W.  777, 
the  title  of  the  heirs  of  the  wife  was  upheld 
againbc  the  claims  of  the  husband,  where  he  had 
procured  the  title  to  the  land  to  be  placed  in 
her  name. 

An  assignment  of  a  bill  of  sale  of  personal 
property  belonging  to  a  married  man,  by  a  third 
person  to  the  wife  of  such  man  by  his  direction, 
will,  as  against  his  subsequent  assignees  with 
notice,  vest  the  title  in  her.  Paul  v.  Jennings 
(N.  J.  Eq.)  23  Atl.  483. 

When  a  husband  has  the  title  to  real  estate 
placed  in  the  name  of  his  wife  the  presumption 
is  that  a  gift  Was  Intended,  which  he  must  re- 
but by  clear,  unequivocal,  and  explicit  evidence 
In  order  to  establish  a  resulting  trust  in  his 
favor.  Rafferty  v.  Rafferty,  6  Pa.  Dlst.  E. 
453 ;  Bradshaw  v.  Bradshaw,  9  Pa.  Dlst.  R.  1 ; 
Earnest's  Appeal,  106  Pa.  310;  Kobarg  v. 
(ireeder,  51  Neb.  ;i(55.  70  N.  W.  021  ;  Klamp  v. 
Klamp,  51  Neb.  22,  70  N.  W.  525;  Propst  ▼. 
Cass  County,  51  Neb.  736,  71  N.  W.  748 ;  Tuck- 
er V.  Carr,  39  Tex.  98;  O'Halr  v.  O'llalr 
(Ark.)  88  S.  W.  945. 

Real  estate  purchased  by  a  man  and  con- 
veyed at  his  instance  to  his  wife  will  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  intended  to  be  an  advance- 
ment. Gray  v.  Gray.  13  Neb.  453,  14  N.  W. 
390:  Bartlett  v.  Bartlett,  13  Neb.  456,  14  N. 
W.  385. 

But  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted  by 
evidence  showinf;:  that  the  purchase  was  in- 
tended for  the  benefit  of  the  husband.  Smith 
V.  Strahan,  16  Tex.  314,  67  Am.  Dec.  622. 

Where  land  Is  purchased  by  a  man,  and  the 
conveyance  Is,  by  his  direction,  made  to  his 
wife,  the  presumption  Is  that  it  Is  Intended  as 
a  settlement  upon  her  for  her  benefit.  Ilgen- 
frlts  V.  Ilgenfritz,  116  Mo.  429,  22  S.  W.  786; 
Seibold  v.  Christman,  76  Mo.  308,  Affirming  7 
Mo.  App.  254;  Price  v.  Kane,  112  Mo.  412,  20 
S.  W.  609 ;  Woodward  v.  Woodward,  148  Mo. 
241,  40  S.  W.  1001;  Pitkin  v.  Mott,  56  Mo. 
App.  401. 

A  man  who  procures  property  to  be  conveyed 
to  his  wife  will  be  presumed  to  have  intended 
to  make  it  her  separate  estate.  Childress  v. 
Grim,  57  Tex.  58. 

When  property  Is  purchased  by  a  man  in  the 
name  of  his  wife  the  relation  of  the  parties 
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rebuts  the  presumption  of  a  resuluu^  irubi. 
Underwood  v.  Warner,  4  Phila.  6. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  consideration  Is  paid 
by  the  husband  for  land  conveyed  to  his  wife 
will  not  control  the  presumption  that  the  deed 
was  Intended  as  a  provision  for  her,  nor  es- 
tablish a  resulting  trust  In  his  favor,  without 
further  proof  that  such  was  the  Intention  at 
the  time  of  the  conveyance.  Edgerly  v.  Eklgerly, 
112  Mass.  175. 

The  presumption  that  a  conveyance  by  a  third 
person  to  the  wife  at  the  Instance  of  the  hns- 
band  Is  an  advancement  may  be  rebutted. 
Wormley  v.  Wormley,  98  111.  553. 

But  although  the  presumption  that  a  man.  In 
purchasing  property  and  having  it  conveyed  to 
his  wife,  Intended  to  make  a  settlement  upon 
her,  may  be  rebutted,  the  burden  is  upon  him 
to  do  so.       Lister  v.  Lister,  35  N.  J.  Eq.  49. 

The  presumption  that  conveyance  to  a  wife 
by  a  third  person  was  for  her  separate  use  may 
be  rebutted  by  parol  evidence.  Wallace  t. 
Bowen,  28  Vt.  038. 

V.  Oonaideration, 

Ae  has  been  noticed  8upra  II.,  b,  some  cases 
have  held  u  consideration  to  be  necessary  to 
uphold  a  conveyance  from  husband  to  wife. 
While  the  necessity  of  a  consideration  may  be 
questioned,  there  Is  no  doubt  that,  if  a  consid- 
eration exists,  there  Is  ample  ground  for  the 
Interposition  of  the  court  to  uphold  the  con- 
veyance. 

In  Hervey  v.  Hervey,  1  Atk.  561,  the  court 
says,  by  way  of  ar^ment,  that,  if  the  wife 
had  claimed  the  fund  which  she  sought  In  the 
case  without  setting  forth  any  consideration, 
but  merely  as  a  voluntary  gift  from  her  hus- 
band, there  is  no  doubt  that  the  court  would 
have  given  It  to  her,  and  it  would  be  very  obi- 
surd  to  sny  that  because  she  sets  forth  in  her 
bill  a  valuable  consideration  for  a  part  there- 
of she  shall  lose  the  whole. 

In  Arundell  v.  Phipps,  10  Ves.  Jr.  189, 
where  plaintiflT  laid  claim  id  certain  property 
which  she  was  alleged  to  have  purchased  from 
her  husband,  the  chancellor  says  It  appears  to 
have  been  asserted  In  the  court  of  King's  bench 
that  a  husband  and  wife  could  not  after  mar- 
riage contract,  for  a  bona  fide  and  valuable 
consideration,  for  a  transfer  of  property  from 
him  to  her.  The  doctrine  Is  not  so  either  here 
or  at  law. 

A   postnuptial   agreement  on   sufficient  con- 
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tius  when  a  contract  of  the  character  un- 
der consideration  Is  made,  and  to  be  pro- 
vided against  so  far  as  the  creation  of  a 
separate  estate  can  have  that  effect.  When 
there  is  no  reservation  in  a  deed,  it  will  be 
taken  as  passing  to  the  vendee  the  highest 
estate  that  the  vendor  can  convey,  which 
in  the  case  at  bar  is  a  separate  estate  in 
the  land  conveyed.  It  is  clear  upon  prin- 
ciple and  authority  that  a  conveyance  of 
lands  by  husband  to  the  wife  in  the  usual 
form  must  be  held  by  necessary  implication 
and  as  a  matter  of  law  to  vest  in  the  wife  a 
technical  separate  estate  in  the  premises 
conveyed.  No  words  expressive  of  such  in- 
tention are  necessary.  It  will  be  conclu- 
sively  presumed   from   the   relation   of  the 


parties  and  the  nature  of  the  transaction. 
We  are  therefore  of  the  opinion  and  hold 
that  the  chancellor  was  in  error  in  decree- 
ing that  the  conveyance  made  by  Mir.  Bar- 
num  to  Mrs.  Bamum  did  not  pass  to  and 
vest  in  the  latter  a  separate  estate  in  the 
lands  conveyed,  and  that  she  did  not  have 
the  right  to  sell  and  convey  the  same,  upon 
proper  privy  examination,  without  his  con- 
sent and  joinder  in  the  deed.  The  deed 
made  by  Mrs.  Bamum  is  valid  and  effect- 
ive to  vest  in  the  purchaser  a  good  title  to 
the  property  free  from  all  marital  or  other 
rights  of  her  husband,  and  the  decree  ad- 
judging to  the  contrary  loill  be  reversed, 
and  one  here  entered  in  accordance  with 
this  opinion. 


sideration  will  be  enforced  in  equity.  Llles  t. 
l-leoilDK.  10  N.  C.   (1  Dev.  Bq.)   185. 

A  deed  directly  from  husband  to  wife,  found- 
ed on  good  consideration,  will  be  upheld. 
Brooklyn  Bank  ▼.  I^mon,  81  N.  Y.  8.  R.  191, 
»  N.  Y.  Supp.  84P. 

In  McCampbell  ▼.  McCampbell,  2  Lea,  664, 
31  Am.  Rep.  623,  the  court  states,  by  way  of 
ar;;ument,  that  a  consideration  passinK  from 
the  wife  will  sustain  a  direct  conveyance  of 
property  by  her  husband  to  her,  and  the  very 
nsture  of  the  transaction  will  fix  the  property, 
even  if  personalty,  with  a  trust  for  the  sep- 
arate use  of  the  wife,  without  any  words  to  that 
effect. 

A  sufficient  consideration  may  be  found  In 
a  ccDveyauce  by  the  wife  to  ber  husband  of  her 
separate  estate. 

A  ojarrled  woman  may  purchase  property 
from  her  husband  with  her  Keparate  estate. 
Steadman  v.  Wilbur.  7  R.  I.  481. 

A  deed  executed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  In 
good  faith  and  in  consideration  of  the  separate 
estate  of  the  wife  Is  valid.  Thompson  v.  Mills, 
39  Ind.  528.  The  court  says :  "In  this  state  the 
distinction  between  actions  at  law  and  suits  in 
equity,  and  the  forms  of  all  such  actions  which 
<»xl»ted  In  this  state  prior  to  18ri2.  are  abolished  ; 
there  te  bat  one  form  of  action  for  the  enforce- 
ment or  protection  of  private  rishts  and  the 
redress  of  private  wrongs,  and  every  rl^ht, 
and  every  transaction,  must  be  at  once  regard- 
ed by  the  court  in  Its  equitable,  as  well  as 
In  Its  legal,  character  and  operation.  Why, 
then,  Bball  we  longer  speak  of  the  same  in- 
strument as  being  void  at  law,  but  valid  in 
-equity?  As  the  fact  Is  recognized  that  the  bus- 
hand  may.  by  deed  made  directly  to  his  wife. 
convey  real  estate  to  her,  and  the  conveyance 
will  be  upheld,  why  not  apply  to  such  convey- 
ances the  same  rules  which  are  applied  to  con- 
veyances between  other  parties;  that  Is.  hold 
them  valid  until  some  legal  reason  has  been 
shown  for  setting  them  aside?" 

And  that  rule  was  followed  in  Brookbank 
V.  Kennard,  41  Ind.  339. 

A  conveyance  of  land  by  a  man  to  bis  wife 
la  consideration  of  moneys  which  he  had  used 
and  appropriated  creates  in  ber  an  equitable, 
separate  estate,  which  she  may  sell  or  charge 
an  If  she  were  a  feme  sole.  Ooodlett  v.  Han- 
sell.  66  Ala.  151. 

Jewelry  given  to  the  wife  In  consideration 
of  money  from  her  separate  estate,  used  by 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  husband,  will  vest  In  her, — at  least  as  to 
the  equitable  title, — so  as  not  to  pass  to  his 
assignees  for  creditors.  Barrows  v.  Eeene,  15 
R.  I.  484,  8  Atl.  713. 

A  man  may  convey  land  to  his  wife  In  sat- 
isfaction of  indebtedness  ''ue  from  him  to 
her  at  the  time  of  the  marriage.  Barclay  v. 
Plant,  50  Ala.  509. 

Use  of  separate  property  of  the  wife  will 
sustain  a  subsequent  conveyance  to  her.  Per- 
kins V.  Perkins,  1  Tenn.  Ch.  641. 

But  the  property  must  have  been  taken  by 
the  husband  under  the  express  agreement  to 
make  a  settlement  upon  the  wife  in  lieu  of  it. 
Cheatham  v.  Hess.  2  Tenn.  Ch.  766. 

If  separate  property  may  form  a  considera- 
tion, a  conveyance  by  the  man  to  the  wife  of 
her  own  property,  which  he  acquired  by  the 
marriage,  must  of  necessity  be  upheld. 

So,  a  man  may  during  marriage  make  a  pa- 
rol gift  to  his  wife  of  money  which  came  to 
him  from  her,  and  such  money  will  become  her 
separate  estate.  Kngleman  v.  Deal,  14  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  4,  37  8.  W.  652. 

And  if  a  man  transfers  to  his  wife  her  per- 
sonal property,  or  relinquishes  his  rights  in 
regard  to  It,  It  becomes  her  separate  property 
and  subject  to  her  contracts,  even  if  no  words 
of  excluslveness  are  used.  Williams  v.  King, 
48  Conn.  674. 

In  Harvey  v.  Harvey,  1  P.  Wms.  125.  the 
court  enforced  an  agreement  by  the  husband 
not  to  Intermeddle  with  estate  which  had 
been  devised  to  the  separate  use  of  his  wife. 

A  deed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  her  share  In 
her  father's  estate  will  be  supported  in  equity. 
Bradford  v.  (lOldsborough,  15  Ala.  311. 

So,  an  agreement  to  transfer  property  to  the 
wife  In  consideration  of  her  release  of  dower 
rigbtH  is  binding  and  enforceable  in  equity. 
Ward  V.  Crotty,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  69. 

Therefore  where  a  man,  in  consideration  of 
his  wife's  signing  deeds  of  his  property  to 
bar  her  dower  right,  procures  real  estate  to  be 
conveyed  to  her.  It  becomes  her  separate  prop- 
erty regardless  of  the  proportion  which  the 
value  of  her  dower  interest  bore  to  Its  value. 
McKinney  v.  McKlnney  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  87 
S.  W.  217. 

So,  a  conveyance  of  chattels  to  a  married 
woman  in  consideration  of  her  releasing  her 
rights  In  the  homestead  makes  them  ber  sep- 
arate estate.  Blum  v.  Light.  Rl  Tex.  414.  16 
S.  W.  1090 ;  Burnham  v.  McMlchael,  6  Tex. 
24 
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oarah  W.  BINGHAM  et  aU,  Appts., 

V. 

Jacob  WELLER  et  al 
(113  Tenn.  70.) 

1.  A  fee-nfmple  estate  fa  -rested  fn  a 
■woman  by  a  deed  to  her  and  her  body  heirs, 
In  which  her  husband  is  entitled  to  curtesy, 
although  the  grant  is  expressly  made  free 
from  his  debts  and  liabilities. 

2.  A  man  la  deprived  of  bis  carteay 
Interest  In  land  by  conveying  it  to 
his  wife  to  her  sole,  separate,  and  exclusive 
use,  free  and  discharged  from  all  his  control 
and  liabilities. 

(June  25,  1004.) 


APPEAL  by  complainants  from  a  decree  of 
the  Chancery  Court  for  Shelby  County 
in  a  proceeding  to  settle  the  rights  and  in- 
terests in  certain  real  estate.    Reversed. 

The  facta  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr,  Henry  Craft  for  appellants. 

Messrs,  Tnrley  ft  Tnrlcy,  for  appellees: 

By  the  act  of  1784  all  estates  tail  were 
converted  into  fee-simple  estates;  so  that 
in  1851,  when  this  deed  was  drawn,  it  con- 
veved  a  fee-simple  title  to  Mrs.  Caroline  U 
Weller. 

Middleton  v.  Smith,  1  Coldw.  144;  A'trA- 
V.  FurgersoHf  6  Coldw.  483;  Wynne  v. 
Wynne,  9  Heisk.  309;  Beecher  v.  Hicks,  7 
Lea,  207. 

Mr.  Weller  is  tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  the 
Beale-street  lot. 


Civ.  App.  496,  L'«  S.  W.  887 ;  Drake  v.  David- 
son, 28  Tex.  Civ.  App.  184,  66  S.  W.  889. 

So  the  right  to  alimony  may  form  a  con- 
sideration. 

Thus,  the  compromise  of  an  alimony  suit  is 
a  sufficient  consideration  to  support  a  deed 
from  husband  to  wife.  Adams  v.  Loom  Is,  22 
Grant  Ch.  (U.  C.)  99.  Affirmed  in  24  Grant, 
Oh.  (U.  C.)  242. 

A  transfer  by  a  husband  to  bis  wife  of  a 
slave,  together  with  other  property  in  dis- 
charge of.  alimony  which  has  been  decreed 
against  him,  will  empower  her  to  manumit 
the  slave,  and  he  cannot,  after  the  death  of 
his  former  wife,  assert  any  claim  to  the  slave 
or  her  offspring.  Wallingsford  v.  Allen,  10 
Pet.  583,  0  L.  ed.  542.  The  court  says  that 
equity  sustains  transfers  of  property  from 
husband  to  wife  during  coverture  when  a 
clear  and  satisfactory  case  is  made  out  that 
the  property  is  to  be  applied  to  the  separate 
use  of  the  wife;  where  the  consideration  of 
the  transfer  is  a  separate  interest  of  the  wife, 
•yielded  up  by  her  for  the  husband's  benefit,  or 
of  their  family,  or  which  has  been  appropriat- 
ed by  him  to  his  uses :  or  where  the  husband  is 
in  a  situation  to  make  a  gift  of  property  to 
his  wife,  and  distinctly  separates  it  from  the 
mass  of  his  property  for  her  use.  The  court 
further  says,  with  reference  to  the  property  in, 
controversy  before  it,  tl\at  the  wife  was  to  be 
considered  as  a  feme  sole,  and  her  right  to 
dispose  of  it  followed  as  a  matter  of  course. 

The  duty  of  the  husband  to  provide  for  the 
support  of  his  wife  will  furnish  a  sufficient 
consideration  to  support  the  conveyance.  Un- 
der this  rule  he  may  make  a  settlement  of 
property  upon,  or  an  advancement  of  property 
to,  her  to  provide  for  her  wants  in  case  of 
his  death. 

As  between  the  parties  themselves  a  volun- 
tary settlement  upon  the  wife  may  be  upheld 
In  equity.     Pawley  v.  Vogel,  42  Mo.  291. 

A  settlement  not  fraudulent,  by  a  person 
not  Indebted,  is  valid  though  voluntary.  Bat- 
tersbee  v.  Farrington,  1  Swanst.  106. 

In  Curtis  V.  Price,  12  Ves.  Jr.  89,  the  court 
says  with  respect  to  a  settlement  made  after 
the  settler's  marriage  that  a  settlement  of 
this  kind  Is  void  only  as  against  creditors. 
To  every  other  person  it  Is  good. 

In  Moore  v.  Page,  111  U.  S.  117,  28  L.  ed. 
373,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  3S8,  which  was  a  case  In- 
volvin;:  the  rights  of  creditors  of  the  husband, 
G9  L.  11.  A. 


the  court  assumes  that  property  conveyed  by 
husband  to  wife  as  a  settlement  may  be  held 
as  her  separate  estate  beyond  the  control  of 
her  husband. 

A  conveyance  of  property  from  a  man  to  his 
wife,  when  made  as  a  provision  for  her,  will 
be  sustained  and  upheld  in  equity  when  the 
rights  of  creditors  are  not  affected.  Kellogg 
v.  Hale,  108  111.  104. 

And  where  the  conveyance  la  made  to  the 
wife  by  the  husband  directly  the  presumption 
Is  that  an  advancement  was  intended.  An- 
drews  v.  Oxley,  38  Iowa-,  580;  Arp  v.  Jacobs. 
8  Wyo.  489,  27  Pac.  800 ;  Spring  v.  Hight,  22 
Me.  408,  30  Am.  Dec.  587. 

But  the  presumption  that  the  conveyance  to 
the  wife  was  intended  as  an  advancement  for 
her  benefit  may  be  rebutted.  Livingston  v. 
Livingston,  2  Johns.  Ch.  539. 

Under  this  rule,  there  is  no  reason  why  a 
conveyance  should  ever  fall  for  lack  of  con- 
sideration. 

A  gift  causa  mortis  may  therefore  be  valid. 
Miller  v.  Miller,  3  P.  Wms.  356;  Lawson  v. 
Lawson,  1  P.  Wms.  441. 

But  in  Weathersby  v.  Weathersby,  39  Miss. 
652,  where  the  question  was  as  to  the  right 
of  the  wife  to  slaves 'which  had  been  hers  be- 
fore marriage,  the  court  says  it  is  well  settled 
that  where  a  settlement  is  made  by  the  hus- 
band upon  the  wife  for  a  permanent  separation, 
if  she  return  to  her  husband's  house  and  pro- 
tection such  conduct  on  her  part  amounts  to 
a  total  extinguishment  of  any  future  claim 
under  the  settlement. 

A  transfer  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  all  hl» 
property  upon  condition  that  she  will  assume 
his  debts  and  pay  the  same  out  of  property 
received  from  him  and  property  held  in  her 
own  right  is  valid  as  against  him.  Brown  v. 
Brown,  22  Neb.  703,  36  N.  W.  275. 

VI.  Does  conveyance  create  separate  estate. 

The  only  way  In  which  the  conveyance- 
would  be  of  any  value  to  the  wife  would  be  to 
hold  that  it  was  her  separate  estate  free  from 
the  control  of  the  husband,  for  It  would  be 
of  little  avail  to  recognize  the  validity  of 
the  gift  or  conveyance  and  at  the  same  tim«* 
hold  that  the  property  immediately  revested 
in  thp  husband  b.v  reason  of  his  marital  rljjhts. 
'  To  create  separate  estate  in  equity  in  cases  of 
;  gifts   from   strangers,    the   court   required   the 
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Baker  v.  Heiskett,  1  Coldw.  641 ;  Bottoma 
▼.  Corley,  5  Heisk.  6;  Frazer  v.  Hightower, 
12  Heisk.  94;  Carter  v.  Dale,  3  Lea,  710,  31 
Am.  Rep.  660. 

The  husband  has  curtesy  interest  in  his 
wife's  separate  estate,  unless  the  intent  to 
exclude  him  is  clear  and  explicit,  and  gen- 
erally by  express  words. 

8  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  521,  622. 

A  tenant  by  the  curtesy  consummate  is  a 
husband  whose  wife  is  dead,  and  to  whom  a 
child  or  children  have  been  born  alive  by  his 
said  wife. 

8  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  509. 

The  husband  may  be  tenant  by  the  curtesy 
in  lands  devised  to  his  wife  ''during  the  joint 
and  several  lives"  of  herself  and  liusband. 


Aleipander  v.  Miller,  7  Heisk.  81 ;  Beech er 
y.  Hicke,  7  Lea,  213. 

A  husband  may  be  tenant  by  the  curtesy 
where  the  estate  of  the  wife  was  a  condi- 
tional or  determinable  fee,  although  the 
condition  has  happened  upon  which  the 
limitation  over  in  favor  of  other '  parties 
takes  effect. 

Crumley  v.  Deake,  8  Baxt.  362. 

'Wilkes,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Mrs.  S.  W.  Bingham  filed  the  bill  in  this 
cause  against  her  father,  Jacob  Weller,  to 
have  her  rights  and  interests  in  two  pieces 
of  property  in  the  city  of  Memphis  declared, 
to  recover  this  interest,  and  also  her  share 
of  the  rents  and  income  which   have  been 


statement  explicitly  to  appear  that  the  gift 
was  for  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the  wife. 
The  question  then  arises,  Is  such  a  declaration 
necessary  in  a  conveyance  to  a  married  woman 
by  her  husband?  There  seems  to  have  been  no 
question  that  he  could  create  in  her  a  separate 
estate 

In  Huber  v.  Huber,  10  Ohio,  371,  it  is  said 
it  is  admitted  by  counsel  that  a  husband  may 
settle  a  separate  estate  upon  his  wife;  that  ts, 
he  may  transfer  property  to  her  which  will 
inure  to  her  as  her  separate  estate.  This  may 
be  done  even  without  the  appointment  of  a 
trustee. 

And,  If  It  Is  stated  in  the  deed  that  the 
conveyance  is  for  the  separate  use  of  the  wife, 
the  same  rule  would  apply  as  though  the  con- 
veyance was  by  a  stranger. 

So,  a  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  for  her  separate  use  will  be  upheld 
in  equity  against  subsequent  grantees  from  his 
heirs.     Dale  v.  Lincoln,  62  111.  22. 

A  conveyance  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  real 
estate  by  a  deed  in  which  the  habendum 
clause  recites  that  it  Is  to  her  sole  and  sepa- 
rr.te  use  will  create  In  her  a  separate  estate 
which  will  be  upheld  in  equity.  Turner  v. 
Rhaw.  06  Mo.  22,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  319,  8  S.  W. 
8fi7. 

A  separate  estate  is  vested  in  the  wife  by 
a  conveyance  by  the  husband  of  a  life  estate 
in  lands  by  deed  containing  a  clause  that  she 
is  authorized  and  empowered  to  collect  the 
rents  and  use  the  same  in  any  manner  she 
may  elect,  to  her  separate  use,  and  free  from 
his  debts,  contracts,  and  control.  Vlck  v.  Cow- 
er, 92  Tenn.  301.  21  S.  W.  677. 

A  deed  by  a  man  of  leasehold  property  to 
his  wife  "to  her  own  proper  use  and  benefit" 
makes  the  property  her  separate  estate.  Sur- 
man  v.  Wharton  [1891J   1  Q.  B.  491. 

An  assignment  by  a  man  to  his  wife,  by  deed, 
of  a  leasehold  to  hold  the  same  "as  her  sepa- 
rate estate"  operates  as  a  valid  declaration  of 
trust  in  favor  of  the  wife.  The  court  says 
the  husband  may  become  a  trustee  for  his 
wife,  but  cannot  retain  any  beneficial  interest 
In  the  thing  which  is  the  subject  of  the  deed. 
Fox  V.  Hawlcs,  L.  R.  13  Ch.  Div.  822. 

A  clause  in  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to  his 
wife  that  she  is  to  have  and  to  bold  the 
property  to  her,  and  her  heirs  forever,  and  so 
that  the  grantor,  his  heirs,  or  any  other  person, 
shall  have  no  Interest  in  it,  creates  in  her 
69  L.  R.  A. 


a  separate  estate.  Davlsson  v.  Sage,  20 
Grant,  Ch.  (U.  C.)  115. 

So.  by  antenuptial  agreement  the  wife  may 
be  given  power  of  disposition  over  her  sepa- 
rate estate  the  same  as  though  she  remained 
sole,  and  such  power  will  extend  to  property 
obtained  from  her  husband.  Strong  v.  Skin- 
ner, 4  Barb.  552. 

Since  the  estate  is  an  equitable  one,  so  that 
it  is  necessary  to  resort  to  a  court  of  equity 
to  establish  and  protect  It,  that  court  has 
adopted  the  rule  of  giving  effect  to  the  evident 
intention  of  the  parties  and  holding  that  the 
estate  is  separate, — at  least  so  far  as  to  pro- 
tect It  from  the  control  of  the  husband  dur- 
ing the  lifetime  of  the  wife. 

In  all  instances  of  direct  gifts  to  the  use  of 
the  wife,  if  allowed  at  all,  they  must  be  sup- 
ported as  gifts  to  the  sole  use  of  the  wife,  and 
the  husband  is  her  trustee.  This  is  necessa- 
rily so,  for  in  that  way  only  can  the  gift  be 
effectual.  It  must  be  inferred,  therefore,  that 
the  parties  intended  to  create  a  separate  prop- 
erty for  the  wife.  Steel  v.  Steel,  36  N.  C. 
(1  I  red.  Eq.)   452. 

A  conveyance  by  a  man  to  the  separate  use 
of  his  wife  will  constitute  him  a  trustee  of 
the  legal  title  of  the  property  for  her  use, 
where  the  effect  of  the  legal  unity  is  such  that 
the  legal  title  is  retained  by  him.  And  a  con- 
veyance In  the  statutory  form  to  convey  real 
estate  will  be  held  to  be  to  her  separate  use, 
although  that  fact  is  not  expressly  stated  In 
the  conveyance.  This  trust  will  be  enforced 
in  equity,  and,  if  she  devises  the  property  to 
her  children,  and  he  retains  possession  after 
her  death,  he  will  be  regarded  as  trustee  for 
them  so  as  to  prevent  his  acquiring  a  title  by 
adverse  possession  until  he  expressly  repudi- 
ates the  trust  Kent  v.  Kent,  19  Ont.  App. 
Rep.  352. 

Maclennan,  J.,  says  separate  estate  is  an  In- 
terest In  property  which  is  sui  generis,  and  its 
distinguishing  quality  is  that  in  relation  to  it 
the  marriage  bond  is  to  be  disregarded.  The 
husband  cannot  vest  the  legal  title  in  the  wife, 
but  he  can  give  her  what  is  known  as  a  sepa- 
rate estate.  And  If  that  Is  the  effect  of  his 
conveyance  he  has  made  himself  a  trustee,  and 
his  act  may  with  perfect  propriety  be  called  a 
declaration  of  trust. 

A  conveyance  by  the  husband  need  not  state 
that  it  Is  for  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the 
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collected  from  said  property  by  her  said 
father.  Her  father,  Jacob  Weller,  claims 
that  he  is  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the 
property  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy  of  his 
wife,  Caroline  Weller,  who  died  in  July, 
1899. 

There  are  two  pieces  of  this  property,  one 
known  as  the  "Main-street"  and  the  other 
as  the  "Beale-street"  property. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1851,  H.  B. 
Joiner  conveyed  to  Mrs.  Caroline  Isabella 
Weller  and  her  bodily  heirs,  forever,  a  cer- 
tain piece  or  parcel  of  land  on  Market  street, 
in  Memphis,  Teimessee,  to  be  held  by  her  to 
to  her  own  bodily  heirs,  free  from  the  debts 
and  liabilities  of  her  husband,  Jacob  Weller. 

At  that  date  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Weller  had  two 
children  living,  to  wit,  Sarah  W.  and . 


On  the  10th  of  October,  1857,  they  had 
four  children  living,  to  wit,  Sarah  W.,  John 
J.,  Henry  Clay,  and  Robert  F.,  and  all  of 
them  at  that  time  were  minors.  At  that 
date  Jacob  Weller  and  his  wife,  Caroline 
I.,  and  the  four  minor  children  above  named, 
by  their  next  friend,  John  S.  Erwin,  filed 
their  ex  parte  petition  or  bill  in  the  chancery 
court  at  Memphis,  setting  up  the  purchase 
by  Jacob  Weller  of  this  lot,  and  stating  that 
it  was  conveyed  to  Caroline  Weller,  and  her 
bodily  heirs.  The  deed  from  Joiner  is  made 
an  exhibit  to  the  petition,  and  shows  that 
the  land  was  conveyed  to  Caroline  I.,  and 
her  bodily  heirs,  as  before  stated.  The  peti- 
tion prayed  that  the  Market-street  property 
might  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  reinvested 
in  other  property,  or  loaned  out  under  the 


wife  to  make  it  her  separate  property.  Mara- 
man  v.  Maraman,  4  Met.  (Ky.)  84. 

A  conveyance  of  land  by  husband  to  wife  for 
natural  love  and  affection  will  permit  her  to 
hold  the  property  against  him  and  his  heirs. 
Stafford  v.  Stafford,  41  Tex.  112. 

A  conveyance  by  a  man  directly  to  his 
wife  in  consideration  of  natural  love  and  affec- 
tion creates  in  her  an  equitable  estate  wh*ch 
she  may  encumber  and  alien  as  though  a  feme 
sole.  McMillan  v.  Peacoclc,  57  Ala.  127; 
Helmetag  v.  B'ranlc,  61  Ala.  67. 

If  the  deed  contains  words  of  warranty,  aiui 
recites  a  consideration,  the  land  will  vest:  in 
the  wife  as  separate  property,  it  being  uu- 
neceFsary  that  the  deed  should  contain  a  ro- 
cltal  to  that  effect.  Swearingen  v.  Reed,  2 
Tex  Civ.  App.  866,  21  S.  W.  383;  Watts  \. 
Bruce,  31   Tex.  Civ.  App.   347,  72  S.  W.  258. 

In  Lealce  v.  Benson,  29  Gratt.  156,  it  is 
stated  by  way  of  argument  that  a  conveyance 
by  a  husband  to  his  wife  will  as  a  general 
rule  be  construed  as  operating  to  her  separate 
use,  although  no  such  words  are  used  as  w^ould 
be  necessary  to  a  separate  estate  in  a  convey- 
ance by  a  stranger.  The  court  says  the  reason 
is  said  to  be  that  otherwise  the  conveyance 
would  be  wholly  Inoperative. 

And  the  same  is  true  in  Garland  v.  Pamp- 
lln,  32  Gratt.  314,  and  Irvine  v.  Greever,  32 
Gratt.  419. 

Words  indicating  that  a  conveyance  of  land 
Is  for  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the  wife  d.re 
not  necessary  in  a  conveyance  by  the  husband, 
since  the  law  will  presume  that  such  Is  the 
fact.  Sims  V.  Klckels,  35  Ind.  181,  0  Am. 
Rep.  679. 

In  Kelly  v.  Grundy,  20  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1081, 
45  S.  W.  100.  the  rule  Is  recognized  that.  If 
a  gift  of  personal  property  be  made  by  a  man 
to  his  wife,  although  not  expressed  to  be  for 
her  separate  use,  it  will  be  so  treated. 

In  a  case  involvihg  the  rights  of  the  hus- 
band's creditors  the  court  said,  since  gift  or 
conveyance  by  the  husband  to  the  wife  is  inval- 
id at  law,  and  is  valid  only  In  a  court  of  equity, 
it  is  regarded  as  creating  in  the  wife  a  sepa- 
rate estate,  although  it  may  not  contain  words 
denoting  that  it  is  for  her  sole  and  separate 
use,  or  words  in  exclusion  of  the  marital  rights 
of  the  husband,  and  is  therefore  not  within 
tne  statutes  creating  her  separate  estate.  In 
that  case,  however,  the  deed  recited  that  the 
property  was  conveyed  "ub  her  separate  prop- 
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erty  under  the  statutes  of  the  state  govern- 
ing the  estates  of  married  women.**  Of  the 
latter  clause,  the  court  said  the  effect  which 
will  be  given  to  it,  or  w^hether  It  Is  capable  of 
being  construed  as  limiting  or  qualifying  the 
estate,  narrowing  its  incidents,  lessening  the 
dominion  of  the  donee,  as  the  estate  is  creat- 
ed by  the  general  words  which  precede  it,  is 
not  now  of  importance.  Whether  It  is  or  Is 
not  valid  and  qualifying  as  a  limitation,  sub- 
jecting the  estate  and  wife's  dominion  to  the 
properties  of  a  statutory  estate,  which  is  In 
but  a  limited  sense  a  separate  estate.  It  la  In- 
dicative of  the  Intention  of  the  donor.  Sub* 
Jecting  the  estate  to  the  statute  would  vest  It 
in  the  donor  as  husband  and  trustee  for  the 
donee,  entitling  him  to  its  rents  and  profits 
exempt  from  liability  for  his  debts.  This  was 
held  to  be  a  badge  of  fraud.  Seals  v.  Robin- 
son, 75  Ala.  :jC3. 

A  deed  by  a  man  directly  to  his  wife  creates 
in  her  a  separate  estate  in  equity ;  and  in  such 
case  the  technical  words  necessary  to  create 
a  separate  estate  from  iiersons  other  than  the 
husband  are  not  necessary.  Pitts  v.  Sheriff, 
108  Mo.  110,  18  S.  W.  1071. 

A  gift  of  perrional  property  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  will  In  equity  devest  him  of  title, 
and  vest  It  in  her  as  her  sole  and  separate 
estate,  although  words  indicating  that  inten- 
tion are  not  used,  as  would  be  necessary  In 
case  of  a  conveyance  by  a  third  person.  l>eni- 
ing  V.  Williams,  26  Conn.  231,  68  Am.  Dec 
386;  Jennings  v.  Davis,  31  Conn.  138. 

A  gift  of  land  by  a  man  to  his  wife  con- 
stitutes It  her  separate  estate.  KImbrough  ▼. 
Kimbrough,  99  (;a.  134,  25  S.  B.  176. 

A  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife  createa  an 
equitable  separate  estate.  Loeb  v.  Mananses, 
78  Ala.  557. 

Such  conveyance  creates  an  equitable  estate 
unless  It  is  in  exchange  for  statutory  sepa- 
rate estate.  Ilamaker  v.  Hamaker,  85  Ala. 
232,  3  So.  611. 

In  case  a  man,  for  a  valuable  consideration, 
makes  a  gift  to  his  wife,  the  transaction  from 
its  very  nature  Confers  a  separate  estate  with- 
out express  words.  Sherron  v.  Hall,  4  Lea. 
500. 

A  gift  of  personal  property  by  husband  to 
wife  creates  a  separate  estate  by  necessary  im- 
plication. Temple  ton  v.  Brown,  86  Tenn.  SS« 
6  S.  W.  441  ;  Carpenter  v.  Franklin,  89  Tenn. 
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direction  of  the  court.  It  also  asked  the 
court  to  construe  said  Joiner  deed,  and  de- 
termine the  amount  of  interest  or  title  in 
said  Market-street  lot  acquired  by  the  said 
Caroline  I.  and  her  four  children,  who  were 
parties  thereto. 

In  these  esr  parte  proceedings,  on  the  12th 
of  January,  1858,  a  decree  was  entered  ad- 
judging that  under  the  Joiner  deed  the  chil- 
dren of  Caroline  I.  Weller  took  an  estate  and 
interest  in  common  with  her  in  the  Market- 
street  property,  and  the  cause  was  referred  to 
the  clerk  to  report  whether  it  was  mani- 
festly to  the  interest  of  the  said  Caroline  I. 
and  her  minor  children  tliat  the  Market 
street  lot  should  be  sold,  and  ])r()cepds  in- 
vested in  other  property,  or  loaned  out  under 
the  direction  of  the  court.     The  clerk  and 


master  reported  that  it  would  be  manifestly 
to  the  interests  of  the  parties,  and  especially 
of  the  children,  to  s^l  the  property,  and  in- 
vest the  proceeds  in  other  property,  or  loan 
it  out  at  interest,  as  the  court  might  order. 
This  was  confirmed  by  the  chancellor,  and  it 
was  again  adjudged  that  Caroline  I.  and 
her  children,  named  in  the  petition,  held  the 
Market-street  property  in  common,  and  di- 
recting it  to  be  sold.  This  decree  was  re- 
newed on  June  16,  1858,  and  again  on  Janu- 
ary 22,  1859. 

On  November  28,  1869,  an  order  was  en- 
tered showing  that  petitioners  had  dismissed 
their  petition. 

Nothing  further  appears  to  have  been  done 
until  the  November  term,  1865,  when  a  de- 
cree of  sale  was  renewed. 


142.  14  H.  W.  484;  Snodgrass  v.  Hyder.  95 
Tenii.  575,  82  S.  W.  764. 

The  mere  fact  of  the  gift  is  as  strong  evi- 
dence that  It  Is  to  be  the  sole  and  separate 
property  of  the  wife  as  any  declaration  In 
writing  would  be.  Lockwood  v.  Cullin,  4  Robt. 
129. 

A  deed  of  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  is  valid 
as  between  the  parties,  and  vests  the  title  in 
her  as  completely  as  though  she  had  acquired 
It  by  inheritance.  Scrutch field  t.  Hanter,  110 
Mo.  ei.^  24  S.  W.  137. 

A  conveyance  of  lands  by  a  man  directly  to 
his  wife  is  equivalent  to  a  conveyance  to  her 
stole  and  separate  use,  and  creates  an  equita- 
ble separate  estate.  But  the  effect  of  the  in- 
sertion of  a  provision  that  the  land  was  to 
be  held  In  all  respects  as  separate  estate  under 
the  law  was  left  undetermined.  Loeb  v.  McCui- 
lough.  78  Ala.  633. 

In  Wedel  ▼.  Herman,  69  Cal.  516,  the  court 
held  that  a  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife, 
intended  as  a  gift,  vested  the  proi)erty  In  her 
as  her  separate  property. 

In  opposition  to  that  mass  of  authority,  in 
Plumb  V.  Ives,  39  Conn.  120,  It  was  held  that. 
In  the  absence  of  language  In  a  deed  from  hus- 
band to  wife  of  a  life  estate  through  a  third 
person  that  the  conveyance  is  to  her  sole  and 
separate  use,  the  law  will  not  supply  such  in- 
tention, and  he  will  have  a  right  to  the  income 
as  before.  The  court,  after  finding  a  reason 
for  the  conveyance  which  might  support  it 
without  holding  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  deprive  him  of  the  rents  and  profits,  held 
that  the  court  ought  not  to  impute  an  inten- 
tion to  the  parties  which  may  not  have  been 
in  their  minds.  And  the  condition  of  the 
parties  gave  aid  to  the  holding  that  there 
was  no  such  Intention. 

So  a  Federal  court  has  held  that  prop- 
erty conveyed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  and  her 
heirs  by  a  deed  which  contains  no  terms  from 
which  It  appears  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
the  grantor  to  exclude  himself  from  the  bene- 
fit and  control  of  it  is  not,  by  the  operation  of 
Mich  deed,  her  separate  estate.  He  will  retain 
a  freehold  estate  In  such  property,  which  is 
subject  to  execution  in  favor  of  his  creditors. 
Rut,  so  far  as  conveyances  after  its  adoption 
are  roncerned,  such  property  is  converted  into 
iieparate  estate  by  a  constitutional  provision 
thac  the  property  of  every  married  woman 
shall  not  be  subject  to  the  debts  and  contracts 
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of   her   husband.     Starr   v.    Hamilton,    Deady, 
268,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  13,314. 

And  in  Cralne  v.  Edwards,  92  Ky.  109,  17 
8.  W.  211,  the  court  held  that  a  statute  em- 
powering a  married  woman  to  devise  her  sepa- 
rate estate  does  not  apply  to  land  obtained  by 
gift  from  her  husband,  where  the  deed  did  not 
expressly  state  that  It  was  for  her  nole  and 
separate  use.  The  court  said,  it  Is  contended, 
that,  if  the  conveyance  is  from  a  stranger,  it 
must  contain  words  expressly  stating  that  it 
Is  for  her  sole  and  separate  use  to  have  that 
efl'ect,  but  not  if  it  Is  from  her  husband.  But 
the  court  says  that  this  has  been  held  with 
respect  to  personal  estate,  but  that  It  is  not 
true  with  respect  to  couveyances  of  real  estate. 
**Thcre  Is  a  manifest  difference  1)etween  the 
two'  cases.  In  the  one  he  certainly  has  no 
longer  afly  interest  whatever  In  the  property, — 
the  transfer  vests  It  absolutely  in  her ;  while 
in  the  other,  by  so  making  -the  deed,  he  may 
intend  that  his  marital  rights  shall  attach  to 
the  property  Just  the  same  as  If  the  conveyance 
were  from  some  other  party  to  her.  In  this 
Instance,  why  was  not  tue  husband  entitled 
to  the  use  of  the  land  during  the  life  of  the 
wife,  find  to  be  tenant  by  the  curtesy  after  her 
death?  .  .  .  Where  he  merely  conveys  land 
to  her  by  a  deed  general  In  Its  terms,  an  In- 
tention upon  his  part  to  create  a  separate  es- 
tate in  her  cannot  be  presumed  from  the  mere 
fact  that  the  conveyance  is  from  the  husband. 
It,  like  a  deed  from  any  other  person,  must 
show  in  some  way  an  intention  to  create  a 
separate  estate,  or  else,  in  the  absence  of  a 
power  to  do  so,  she  cannot,  under  the  statute, 
devise  It." 

A  distinction,  however,  is  to  be  kept  In  mind 
between  these  equitable  separate  estates  and 
statutory  separate  estates.  The  estates  which 
are  created  and  protected  by  courts  of  equity 
have  only  the  incidents  which  belonged  to 
such  estates  before  the  enactment  of  the 
statutes,  and  the  rights  pertaining  to  statutory 
estates  do  not  belong  to  them. 

Thus,  a  statute  providing  that  all  property 
which  shall  accrue  to  any  married  woman 
shall  be  owned  and  enjoyed  by  her  as  her  own 
separate  estate  does  not  affect  equitable  sepa- 
rate estate ;  but  the  further  provision  that  any 
deed  from  husband  to  wife  shall  be  void 
against  his  existing  creditors  will  abrogate 
the  rule  that  the  ordinary  conveyance  by  hus- 
band to  wife  is  void,  and  cause  such  convepr- 
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On  February  2,  1866,  the  clerk  and  master 
reported  that  Gen.  W.  Y.  C.  Humes  had  of- 
fered to  give  $11,000  foj  the  Market-street 
property,  and  on  the  3d  of  February,  1866, 
the  clerk  reported  that  the  offer  was  a  good 
one  and  ought  to  be  accepted. 

No  further  step  appears  to  have  been 
taken  in  the  case. 

On  the  20th  of  February,  1868,  Jacob  Wel- 
ler,  the  husband,  filed  his  original  bill  against 
his  wife,  Caroline  I.  Weller,  and  their  minor 
children,  J.  J.  Weller,  JSarah  W.,  Henry 
Clay,  Robert  F.,  Caroline  I.,  and  Forrest  L. 
Weller.  The  bill  alleged  that  this  Market- 
street  property  was  conveyed  by  Joiner  to 
Caroline  I.  Weller  to  her  sole  and  separate 
use  and  to  the  heirs  of  her  body.  It  made 
the  ex  parte  proceedings  a  part  of  the  bill, 


ance  to  vest  in  her  a  legal  estate.  Gluck  v. 
Cos,  90  Ala.  331,  8  So.  161. 

A  married  woman  has  complete  control  over 
her  equitable  separate  estate,  and  may  charge 
It  as  though  she  were  sole:  but  her  separate 
statutory  estate  can  be  charged  only  In  the 
manner  designated  by  the  statute.  And  a 
statutory  estate  cannot  be  transformed  Into 
an  equitable  estate  by  transfer  between  the 
parties,  as  by  a  conveyance  of  the  statutory 
estate,  and  the  husband's  conveyance  of  prop- 
erty to  the  wife  in  lieu  of  it.  Loeb  v.  McCul- 
lough,  78  Ala.  533,  Overruling  expressions  to 
the  contrary  In  Turner  v.  Kelly,  70  Ala.  85. 

Statutory  separate  estate  cannot  be  convert- 
ed into  equitable  estate.  Farrlor  v.  New  Eng- 
land Mortg.  Secur.  Co.  92  Ala.  179,  12  L.  R.  A. 
856,  0  So.  632;  Jordan  v.  Smith,  b3  Ala.  299, 
3  So.  703. 

The  mere  fact  that  the  husband  joins  with 
a  cotenant  of  his  wife  in  the  deed  by  which  the 
property  is  partitioned  does  not  alter  the 
character  of  the  title  by  which  her  share  of  the 
estate  is  held,  and  convert  it  from  a  fee  sim- 
ple into  a  separate  estate,  which,  under  the 
statutes,  cannot  l>e  alienated,  where  there  is 
nothing  in  the  language  of  the  deed  to  indi- 
cate that  such  is  the  intention.  And  the 
marital  rights  of  the  husband  In  the  estate 
cannot  be  changed.  Murdock  v.  Memphis  & 
O.  R.  Co.  7  Baxt.  558. 

To  create  statutory  separate  estate  in  the 
wife  by  a  conveyance  from  her  huuband  the 
consideration  must  have  been  statutory  estate. 
Hamaker  v.  Hamaker,  88  Ala.  431,  6  So.  754. 

But  the  Alabama  act  of  1887  converted  the 
wife's  equitable  title  into  a  legal  one.  Maxwell 
T.  Grace,  85  Ala.  579,  5  So.  319;  Manning 
V.  Pippen,  86  Ala.  357,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  46, 
5  So.  572;  Allen  v.  Hamilton,  109  Ala.  634, 
19  So.  903. 

In  the  absence  of  creditors  whose  rights  are 
put  in  jeopardy,  a  man  may  create  a  separate 
estate  for  his  wife  out  of  his  own  property. 
Yazel  v.  Palmer,  81  111.  82 ;  Hockett  v.  Bailey, 
86  III.  76. 

But  such  estate  is  a  legal  one,  and  must 
be  conveyed  or  charged  in  the  manner  provided 
by  statute.     Elder  v.  Jones,  85  111.  384. 

Til.  Remaining  interest  of  husband. 

a.  In  general. 

From  the  fact  that  the  equitable  title  only 
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and  referred  to  the  deed  as  being  on  file  in 
that  case.  It  set  out  that  the  Market-street 
property  could  be  sold  for  $11,000;  and 
prayed  that  it  might  be  sold,  and  th-e  pro- 
ceeds reinvested  by  Jacob  Weller  in  other 
city  property,  upon  the  same  trust  as  was 
set  out  in  the  deed  from  Joiner,  heretofore 
referred  to.  A  decree  was  entered  directing 
a  sale  of  the  property  for  $11,000,  upon  proof 
and  report  of  the  clerk  and  master  that  it 
was  to  the  interest  of  the  parties  that  the 
sale  should  be  made.  The  sale  was  ordered 
to  be  made  by  Jacob  Weller  as  special  com- 
missioner, the  minimum  price  to  be  $11,000. 
On  the  21st  of  July,  1866,  Jacob  Weller 
reported  to  the  court  that  he  had  sold  the 
Market-street  lot  to  Alston,  and  this  sale 
was  confirmed,  and  title  to  the  Market-street 


is  vested  in  I  he  wife,  cuere  mum  of  necessiiv 
be  some  custodian  of  the  legal  title,  and  this 
is  held  to  remain  in  the  husband. 

In  case  of  a  gift  of  personal  property  by  a 
man  to  his  wife  the  legal  title  will  remain  in 
him,  and  the  beneficial  use  will  vest  in  her 
as  her  "sepnrate  estate.  Campbell  v.  Galbreath. 
12  Bush,  464. 

And  the  fact  that  she  has  the  beneficial 
intcH'est  will  preclude  him  from  asserting  it. 

Therefore,  after  conveying  property  to  the 
wife  the  husband  is  precluded  from  claiming 
without  alleging  fraud  or  mistake  that  there  was 
no  consideration  for  the  conveyance.  Miller  v. 
Miller,  17  Or.  423,  21  Pac.  938.  The  court 
savs  to  allow  the  grantor  In  such  a  case,  in 
order  to  render  the  deed  IneflTectual,  to  come 
in  and  swear  that  he  did  not  mean  what  he 
had  said  under  his  hand  and  seal,  dr  to  claim 
that  the  deed  Intended  something  different 
from  what  its  terms  implied,  is  a  violation  of 
the  established  rules  of  evidence. 

If  a  man  settles  a  house  and  buSFlness  to  the 
separate  use  of  his  wife  he  may  be  restrained 
from  in  any  manner  interfering  with  the  busi- 
ness, and  even  from  entering  the  house.  Wood 
v.  Wood,  19  Week.  Rep.  1049.  The  court  says 
the  husband  entered  into  a  contract  with  his 
wife  by  which  she  was  to  conduct  a  hotel  for 
the  benefit  of  herself  and  the  children,  and 
to  occupy  it  as  a  feme  sole.  How  can  she  do 
so  if  he  is  allowed  to  walk  in  when  he  likes, 
occupy  any  room  he  pleases,  and  conduct  him- 
self as  proprietor. 

So,  if  an  absolute  gift  is  made  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  of  his  peraonal  property  It  is  to  her 
exclusive  use,  and  he  cannot  resume  the  u.««e 
and  control  of  it  under  the  statute  giving  him 
certain  rights  in  his  wife's  property,  even 
although  no  words  of  excluslveness  are  used. 
Williams  v.  King.  43  Conn.  574. 

So,  no  trust  results  in  favor  of  the  grantor 
in  case  of  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
unless  he  shows  that  such  was  the  intention 
by  a  preponderance  of  the  evidence.  McCaw 
T.  Burk,  31  Ind.  56. 

And  parol  evidence  is  not  admissible  to  con- 
tradict the  recitals  of  a  deed  from  hnslmnd  to 
wife  for  the  purpose  of  raising  an  implied 
trust  in  him.  Kahn  v.  Kahn.  94  Tex.  114, 
58  S.  W.  825. 

No  conditional  trust  wiU  be  presumed  in 
favor   of   the   husband     when  he  conveys    real 
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lot  waa  Tested  in  him,  and  the  commissioner 
was  ordered  to  report  to  the  next  term  of 
the  court  what  disposition  he  had  made  of 
the  money. 

On  the  19th  of  January,  1869,  he  reported 
that  he  had  used  $8,109  in  the  purchase  of  a 
lot  on  the  north  side  of  Beale  street,  and 
that  by  mistake  he  had  taken  the  title  to 
himself,  instead  of  to  his  wife  and  children, 
and  he  preferred  to  convey  the  Beale-street 
lot  to  his  wife  and  children,  to  hold  just  as 
they  held  the  Market-street  lot,  or,  in  lieu 
thereof,  to  convey  to  them  the  Main-street 
lot,  which  at  that  time  belonged  to  him,  to 
!«  held  in  the  same  way  by  his  wife  and 
•children.  This  report  sets  out  that  the 
Main-street  lot  was  more  valuable  than 
either  the  Market-street  lot  or  the  Beale- 


«st«te  to  his  wife  without  qualification  or 
reservation.     Groff  v.  Rohrer,  35  Md.  327. 

But  he  may  still  retain  the  power  of  pre- 
TentJng  a  disposition  of  the  property. 

A  conveyance  of  the  homestead  by  the  hus- 
band to  the  wife  will  not  empower  her  to 
<>onvey  It  by  an  instrument  in  which  the  hus- 
hand  does  not  join,  where  the  statute  provides 
that  a  conveyance  or  encumbrance  by  the 
•owner  Is  of  no  validity  unless  the  husband,  or 
wife,  if  the  owner  is  married,  concurs  In  and 
s\iitM  the  same  Joint  Instrument.  Spoon  v. 
Van  Fossen,  53  Iowa,  494,  5  N.  W.  624. 

Under  the  Indiana  statutes,  the  husband  was 
required  to  Join  in  the  conveyance  to  alienate 
the  separate  estate  of  a  married  woman.  Sims 
T.  Rickets,  35  Ind.  181,  9  Am.  Rep.  679. 

And  under  a  statute  which  permits  a  mar- 
ried woman  to  become  seised  of  land  by  direct 
fiAtt  or  purchase  In  her  own  name,  and  as  of  her 
own  property,  she  becomes  vested  by  a  gift 
to  her  from  her  husband  of  the  fee  in  which 
he  retains  his  marital  rights.  Mutual  F.  Ins. 
Co,  T.  Deale,  18  Md.  26,  79  Am.  Dec.  673. 

h.  Curtesy. 

BiMOHAJff  V.  Wbllbb  raises  a  very  Interest- 
ing question.  Does  a  man,  by  conveying  prop- 
<  riy  to  his  wife,  deprive  himself  of  all  rights 
of  curtesy  therein?  In  that  case  the  conv«»v- 
■ance  was  to  the  sole  and  separate  use  of  the 
wife,  and  the  court  followed  the  line  of  deci- 
sions which  hold  that  there  are  no  rights  of 
curtesy  in  separate  estate.  But  would  the 
same  rule  apply  where!  the  conveyance  is  not 
expressly  made  to  the  separate  use  of  the  wife, 
I'Ut  is  held  to  be  so  by  construction?  After  dis- 
tinguishing the  cases  as  much  as  possible,  there 
s«»em8  to  be  some  conflict  on  this  question. 
The  terms  of  the  conveyance  in  some  In- 
stances have  determined  the  question  in  favor 
of  or  against  the  right. 

Thus,  a  grant  by  a  man  to  his  wife,  which 
expressly  states  that  it  is  for  the  purpose  of 
providing  sustenance  for  him,  his  wife,  and 
two  children  now  living,  and  any  children 
•hlch  ijjM.v  herenftpr  be  born,  does  not  exclude 
the  grantor  from  the  right  to  take  the  personal 
property  at  the  death  of  his  wife  by  his 
right  of  marriage,  or  to  inherit  the  real  estate 
under  the  statutes  of  descent.  Allen  v.  West- 
brook,  16  Lea,  251. 

So,  property  acquired  by  a  married  woman 
4)0  L.  R.  A. 


street  lot.  This  report  was  confirmed  on 
January  16,  1869,  and  the  cause  was  re- 
ferred to  the  clerk  to  report  whether  it 
would  be  best  to  invedt  the  proceeds  in  the 
Main-street  lot  or  in  the  Beale-street  lot. 
The  clerk  and  master  reported  that  the 
Main-street  lot  was  the  better  investment, 
and  should  be  made.  This  report  was  con- 
firmed on  the  10th  of  February,  1869,  and 
it  was  ordered  that  the  Main-street  lot 
should  be  taken  and  accepted  as  an  invest- 
ment of  the  Market-street  property.  And 
it  was  further  ordered  that  all  right,  title, 
and  interest  of  the  said  Jacob  Weller  in 
said  Main-strcot  lot  should  be  devested  out 
of  him,  and  vested  in  said  Caroline  I. 
Weller  and  her  children  by  the  said  Jacob 


from  her  husband,  which  does  not  become 
statutory  separate  estate  or  equitable  separate 
estate  by  reason  of  being  conveyed  to  her 
sole  and  separate  use,  Is  held  subject  to  her 
common-law  disabilities,  so  that  her  husband 
is  entitled  to  curtesy  in  it  Zeust  v.  Staffan, 
16  App.  D.  C.  141. 

On  the  other  hand,  a  man  will  deprive  him- 
self of  his  rights  of  curtesy  by  conveying  land 
to  his  wife  for  life  with  remainder  to  her 
heirs,  since  there  can  be  no  curtesy  in  a  life 
estate.  Phillips  v.  LaForge,  89  Mo.  72,  1  S.  W. 
220. 

So,  If  property  Is  conveyed  to  a  married 
woman  in  such  a  manner  as  to  give  her  a 
power  of  alienation  over  it  free  from  the  con- 
trol of  her  husband,  his  rights  of  curtesy  do 
not  attach  to  It  If  she  eflfects  an  alienation 
before  her  death.  Chapman  v.  Price,  83  Va. 
392,  11  S.  E.  879. 

In  Rautenbusch  v.  Donaldson,  13  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  752,  18  S.  W.  536,  where  the  rights  of 
a  second  husband  to  land  conveyed  to  the  wife 
by  the  first  one  were  Involved,  the  court  says 
that  where  the  language  used  In  the  con- 
veyance expresses  a  plain  Intent  to  deprive  the 
husband  of  the  rljrht  of  curtesy  his  claim  to 
a  life  estate  Is  barred. 

And  the  question  may  be  solved  by  the  pro> 
visions  of  the  statute. 

Thus,  real  estate  conveyed  to  a  woman  by 
her  husband  cannot  be  held  to  her  sole  and 
separate  use  under  the  New  Hampshire  stat- 
utes, and  therefore  his  right  of  curtesy  In  it 
remains  unimpaired.  Roble  v.  Chapman,  59 
N.  H.  41. 

But  by  the  Ohio  statutes  a  surviving  hus- 
band without  Issue  born  during  coverture  Is 
not  entitled  to  curtesy  in  the  lands  of  his 
deceased  wife  as  against  her  Issue  by  a  former 
husband,  unless  the  lands  were  obtained  by 
gift  from  himself.  Denny  v.  McCabe,  35 
Ohio  St.  576. 

In  New  York  the  woman  has  the  right  to 
dispose  of  her  separate  estate  during  life,  but 
in  case  she  does  not  do  so  her  husband  may 
have  his   curtesy. 

Therefore,  a  man  is  entitled  to  curtesy  In 
a  lot  conveyed  to  his  wife  through  the  medium 
of  a  third  person  by  deed  which  makes  no  men- 
tion of  his  marital  rights,  where  she  dies 
seised  of  it  and  leaves  no  will.  'Vanderveer  v. 
Vanderveer,  17  N.  Y.  S.  R.  648,  1  N.  Y.  Supp. 
897. 
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Weller  in  like  manner  as  they  owned  the 
Market-street  property  under  the  deed  from 
Henry  B.  Joiner,  and  that  the  title  be  vested 
in  them  and  their  assigns,  forever. 

During  the  pendency  of  this  case  Henry 
Clay  and  Robert  F.  died  intestate,  and  with- 
out children.  Caroline  I.  Weller  has  died, 
leaving  her  husband,  Jacob  Weller,  and  the 
four  children,  Mrs.  Bingham,  John  J.,  Caro- 
line I.,  and  Forrest  L. 

It  is  insisted  on  behalf  of  Mrs.  Bingham 
that  the  last  proceeding  in  the  court  to 
which  we  have  referred  vested  the  title  to 
the  property  in  Caroline  I.  Weller  and  her 
two  children,  Mrs.  Bingham  and  John  J. 
Weller,  who  were  alive  at  the  time  the  deed 
was  made  by  Joiner  in  1851 ;  and  hence  Mrs. 
Weller,  the  mother,  and  Mrs.  Bingham  and 


John  J.  Weller,  were  entitled  to  a  one-third 
interest  in  common  in  the  Market-street 
property,  and  upon  the  death  of  her  mother 
she  inherited  one  fourth  of  her  one- third 
interest;  so  that  her  interest  in  the  property 
is  five  twelfths  of  the  same. 

The  argument  is  that  the  decree  of  the 
court  construing  the  deed  of  Joiner  to  Mrs. 
W^eller  adjudged  that  the  title  to  the  lot  was 
vested  in  Mrs.  Weller  and  her  diildren,  and 
all  the  parties  in  interest  being  before  the 
court  in  that  case  are  bound  by  its  decrees 
construing  the  deed  and  fixing  the  right  of 
the  parties. 

The  chancellor,  in  his  decree  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  however,  adjudged  that  the  title  to 
Market-street  property  was  vested  in  Caro- 
line I.  Weller  in  fee  simple. 


Ro,  In  Clark  v.  Clark,  24  Barb.  582.  It  is 
said  with  respect  to  estates  acquired  during 
coverture,  the  rights  of  curtesy  of  the  hus- 
band were  not  defeated  by  the  statutes  es- 
tablishing separate  estates  of  married  women, 
unless  the  property  was  conveyed  or  devised 
before  the  owner's  death. 

And  in  Fettiplace  v.  Gorges,  1  Yes.  .7r. 
46,  it  was  held  that  a  married  woman  may 
dispose  of  her  personal  separate  estate  by 
law  free  from  any  claim  of  her  husband. 
If  no  disposition  is  made  the  husband  succeeds 
as  next  of  kin,  not  In  consequence  of  marital 
rights. 

One  of  the  most  valuable  Incidents  of  sep- 
arate estate  Is  destroyed  if  the  husband  Is 
held  to  have  a  right  of  curtesy  therein.  He 
is  thereby  given  practically  an  absolute  veto 
upon  her  power  of  alienation,  and  the  trend 
of  the  law  would  seem  to  be  against  the 
recognition  of  such  right.  This  is  well  il- 
lustrated by  BiNQUAM  V.  Weller,  notwith- 
Htanding  the  fact  that  In  Frnzer  v.  High- 
tower,  12  Helsk,  94,  it  is  said  that  it  Is 
settled  law  in  Tennessee  that  a  man  is  en- 
titled to  curtesy  in  the  property  held  by  a 
trustee  for  the  separate  use  of  his  wife. 

And  in  Wood  v.  Polk,  12  Helsk.  222,  It  is 
held  that  to  exclude  the  marital  rights  of  the 
husband  that  intention  must  have  been  ex- 
pressly declared.  Yet  the  court  in  the  Bing- 
ham Case  holds  that  a  man  cannot  convey 
property  to  the  separate  use  of  his  wife,  and 
still  retain  a  veto  power  over  it. 

That  decision  finds  support  in  decisions  from 
some  of  the  other  states. 

Thus,  a  conveyance  In  trust  for  the  use  and 
benefit  of  grantor's  wife,  so  that  the  same 
shall  not  be  subject  in  any  case  to  the 
future  control,  debts,  or  liabilities  of  her 
present  or  any  future  husband,  deprives  her 
husband  of  any  right  of  curtesy  In  the  prop- 
erty.    Rlgler  V.   Cloud,  14   Pa.   361. 

So,  property  conveyed  by  a  man  to  his  wife 
is  within  the  operation  of  a  constitutional 
provision  abolishing  his  rights  of  curtesy  in 
her  separate  estate.  Walker  v.  Long,  100  N. 
C.  510.  14  S.  K.  299. 

A  husband  Is  not  entitled  to  curtesy  in  the 
statutory  separate  estate  of  his  wife  which  he 
has  created  for  her  benefit.  Rati  Iff  v.  Rati  iff, 
102  Va.  880,  47  S.  E.   1007. 

A  separate  estate  created  In  the  wife  by  a 
conveyance  from  her  husband  excludes  his 
(iO  L.  R.  A. 


rights  of  curtesy.  Dugger  v.  Dngger,  84  Va. 
130,  4  8.  E.  1-71. 

Where  the  husband  is  not  entitled  to  curtesy 
in  the  separate  estate. of  his  wife  an  absolute 
deed  of  property  from  him  to  her,  which 
vests  the  title  in  her  as  her  separate  estate, 
deprives  him  of  his  right  to  curtesy  In  the 
property,  Sayers  v.  Wall,  6  Gratt.  373,  21 
Am.  Rep.  303. 

A  husband  is  not  entitled  to  curtesy  In  an 
equitable  estate  of  the  wife  created  by  himself. 
Jones  V.  Jones,  96  Va.  749,  32  S.  E.  403.  And 
the  court  says  a  husband,  if  he  survives  his 
wife  and  the  common-law  requisites  exist,  is 
entitled  to  any  curtesy  in  any  real  estate  held 
by  her  as  her  equitable  separate  estate  which 
may  remain  at  her  death  undisposed  of  by 
her  during  the  coverture,  or  by  will,  under 
a  power  to  that  effect  vested  In  her  by  the 
instrument  creating  the  separate  estate,  Just 
as  in  any  other  real  estate  of  inheritance 
owned  by  her,  unless  his  marital  rights  are 
excluded  by  such  instrument.  Where  the 
equitable  separate  estate  is  created  by  the 
husband,  the  intention  to  exclude  Is  presumed, 
or  results  from  the  transaction  itself,  except 
so  far  as  he  may  have  reserved  his  marital 
rights  in  the  instrument  creating  the  separate 
estate.  The  law  attaches  to  every  absolute 
conveyance  complete  alienation  of  the  entire 
Interest  of  the  grantor  so  far  as  the  aliena- 
tion is  permitted  by  the  rules  of  law  and 
equity.  Upon  this  point  the  law  presumes  that 
a  husband,  by  an  absolute  conveyance  creating 
an  equitable  separate  estate  In  the  wife.  Intend- 
ed to  vest  In  her  his  entire  interest  in  the  sub- 
ject conveyed,  including  all  his  marital  rights, 
present  and  future;  and  the  conveyance  is  so 
construed. 

But  other  courts  have  taken  the  opposite 
view. 

Thus,  where  a  deed  from  a  man  to  his 
wife  creates  in  her  an  equitable  estate  he  has 
an  estate  for  life  In  It  as  tenant  by  the  curtesy. 
Such  a  deed  does  not  convey  the  estate  by  the 
curtesy  unless  It  is  so  expressed.  Ball  v.  Ball, 
20  R.  I.  520,  40  Atl.  234. 

In  Reagle  v.  Reagle,  179  Pa.  89,  36  Atl. 
191,  It  is  assumed  that  the  husband  has  cur- 
tesy In  land  which  he  has  conveyed  to  his 
wife. 

In  Tremmel  v.  Klelboldt,  75  Mo.  255,  AtRrm- 
Ing  0  Mo.  App.  540.  It  was  held  that  the  hus- 
band had  the  right  of  curtesy  in  real  estate 
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The  construction  contended  for  by  Mrs. 
Bingham  cuts  out  the  after-born  children 
from  any  interest  in  the  property,  and  also 
cuts  out  the  husband  from  any  interest  as 
tenant  by  curtesy. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  language  used 
by  the  chancellor  in  fixing  the  rights  of  the 
wife  and  children  of  Jacob  Weller  in  the 
Main-street  property  intended  to  place  the 
title  and  interest  in  the  property  exactly  as 
it  existed  under  the  deed  from  Joiner  to 
Caroline  I.  Weller  to  the  Market-street  prop- 
erty. The  decree  is  confusing  and  contra- 
dictory in  its  terms,  in  that  it  vests  the  title 
in  the  Main-street  property  in  the  wife  and 
oi^i'ifpn  of  Jacob  Weller,  to  be  held  by  them, 
their  heirs  and  assigns;  but  it  further  pro- 
vides that  they  should  hold  it  and  own  it 


in  like  manner  as  they  owned  and  held  the 
Market-street  property  under  the  deed  from 
Joiner  to  them.  Now,  the  deed  from  Joiner 
to  Caroline  I.  Weller  recites  that  the  prop- 
erty is  conveyed  to  Caroline  I.  Weller  and 
her  "body"  heirs;  and  under  the  uniform 
course  of  our  decisions  this  vested  a  fee-sim- 
ple estate  in  Caroline  I.  Weller,  and  vested 
no  estate  in  her  children.  Middleton  v. 
Smith,  I  Coldw.  144;  Kirk  v.  Furgerson, 
6  Coldw.  483;  Wynne  v.  Wynne,  9  Heisk. 
309 ;  Oicen  v.  Hancock,  1  Head,  663. 

Under  these  contradictory  terms  of  the 
decree,  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  court 
intended  to  vest  the  title  to  the  Main-street 
lot  in  Caroline  I.  Weller  in  fee-simple,  just 
as  she  took  title  to  the  Market-street  lot 
under  the  Joiner  deed. 


conveyed  by  him  to  trustees  for  the  sole  and 
separate  ase  of  his  wife. 

A  conveyance  by  a  man  of  real  estate  to  the 
sole  and  separate  use  of  his  wife  does  not  de- 
prive him  of  his  rljThts  of  curtesy,  and  she 
has  no  power  to  will  the  property  In  such  a 
way  as  to  do  so.  Sol  tan  v.  Sol  tan.  93  Mo- 
307,  6  S.  W.  95. 

A  man  Is  entitled  to  curtesy  in  the  equitable 
separate  estate  of  his  wife.  Corn  well  v.  Or- 
ton,  126  Mo.  355,  27  S.  W.  536. 

A  wife  cannot  deprive  the  husband  of  cur- 
tesy tn  her  lands  by  will.  Casler  v.  Gray,  159 
Mo.  588,  60  S.  W.  1032. 

The  husband  was  entitled  to  curtesy  in  the 
equitable  estate  vested  In  the  wife  by  a  con- 
veyance from  him  prior  to  the  passage  of  the 
married  woman's  acts.  Miller  v.  Quick,  158 
Mo.  495,  69  S.  W.  955. 

A  man  is  not  barred  of  his  rights  of  curtesy 
in  property  which  he  conveys  to  his  wife  by 
deed  of  general  warranty.  Deming  v.  Miles, 
»r>  Neb.  739,  37  Am.  St.  Rep.  464,  63  N.  W. 
666. 

In  Indianapolis,  B  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  McLaugh- 
lin, 77  111.  275,  it  is  held  that  In  property  con- 
veyed bj  a  man  to  his  wife  be  has  no  estate 
daring  coverture;  but. It  Is  intimated  that  on 
the  birth  of  a  child  he  may  have  a  tenancy 
by  the  curtesy  initiate. 

A  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  vests  in  her  the  equitable  title  leav- 
ing the  legal  title  In  him ;  and  upon  her  death 
he  Is  entitled  to  curtesy.  Ogden  v.  Ogden, 
60  Ark.  70,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  151,  28  S.  W.  796. 

VIII.  Rights  against  husband's  heirs. 

If  the  husband  does  not  attempt  to  revoke 
the  conveyance  during  his  lifetime  the  attempt 
by  the  heirs  to  set  it  aside  will  meet  with 
little  favor. 

A  conveyance  of  all  his  property  by  a  man 
to  his  wife  upon  a  strong,  meritorious  con- 
sideration will  be  upheld  in  equity  against 
the  heirs  of  the  husband.  Jones  v.  Obenchaln, 
10  Gratt.  259. 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  all  his  prop- 
erty will  be  upheld  against  his  heirs  If  It  is 
no  more  than  a  reasonable  provision  for  the 
wife.  Wood  V.  Broadley,  76  Mo.  23,  43  Am. 
Rep.  754. 

The  heirs  of  a  man  cannot  assert  title  in  a 
•lave  which  be  procured  to  be  conveyed  to  his 
69  L.  R.  A. 


wife  in  consideration  of  one  which,  being  her 
property,  came  to  him  by  the  marriage.  Avery 
V.  Avery,  12  Tex.  56,  62  Am.  Dec.  513. 

Where  the  intention  of  a  man  Is  clear  and 
manifest  to  make  a  gift  to  his  wife  equity 
will  uphold  it  against  his  personal  representa- 
tives. Ratcllffe  V.  Dougherty,  24  Miss.  181 ; 
Wells  V.  Treadwell,  28  Miss.  Y17 ;  Fatheree 
V.  Fletcher,  31   Miss.  265. 

In  Horder  v.  Border,  23  Kan.  391,  83  Am. 
Rep.  167,  the  court.  In  upholding  a  conveyance 
of  property  by  a  man  to  his  wife  as  against 
his  heir,  says :  "Men  of  sound  minds  and  not 
under  guardianship  should  have  the  privilege 
of  disposing  of  their  property  as  they  please, 
80  long  as  they  do  not  interfere  with  the  rights 
of  creditors,  or  of  persons  dependent  upon 
them  for  support." 

In  Hartwell  v.  Jackson,  7  Tex.  576,  al- 
though there  were  elements. of  estoppel  in  the 
case,  the  court  seems  to  have  proceeded  upon 
the  theory  that  a  man  may  make  a  valid  bill 
of  sale  or  deed  of  gift  to  his  wife,  which  will 
be  enforced  against  his  heirs. 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  bank  shares 
may  be  upheld  against  the  claims  of  his  heirs. 
Adams  V.  Brackett,  5  Met.  280. 

The  widow  may  hold  gifts  of  personal  prop- 
erty from  her  husband,  which  he  has  not  re- 
voked at  the  time  of  his  death,  against  his 
personal  representatives.  Fisk  v.  Cushman, 
6  Cush.  20,  52  Am.  Dec.  761. 

A  gift  of  money  by  a  man  to  his  wife  gives 
her  a  valid  title  thereto  after  his  death  as 
against  his  legal  representatives.  McCluskey 
V.  Provident  Sav.   Inst.   103  Mass.  300. 

Although  the  husband  retains  the  legal  title 
to  personalty  given  by  him  to  his  wife,  upon 
his  death,  which  removes  her  disabilities,  the 
title  will  vest  in  her  eo  instanti,  and  will  not 
descend  to  his  personal  representatives. 
Thomas  v.  Harkness,  13  Bush,  27,  Overruling 
Bridges  V.  Wood,  4  Dana,  610. 

A  gift  of  land  will  be  sustained  in  equity 
as  against  the  heirs  of  the  husband.  Majors 
V.  Everton,  89  111.  56,  31  Am.  Rep.  65. 

An  absolute  gift  of  property  by  .a  man  to 
his  wife  makes  her  the  absolute  owner  as 
against  his  representatives,  and  upon  his  death 
the  legal  and  equitable  titles  unite  In  her  so 
as  to  permit  her  to  recover  possession  of  the 
property  In  an  action  at  law.  Underbill  ?. 
Morgan,  33  Conn.  105. 

If    the    husband    makes    an    actual    gift    of 
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It  follows  that,  upon  the  death  of  Caroline 
I.  VVeller,  her  husband,  Jacob  Weller,  became 
tfutitled  to  an  estate  by  curtesy  in  the  Main- 
street  lot;  and  that,  subject  to  this  curtesy 
interest,  the  estate  vested  in  the  heirs  of 
Mrs.  Caroline  I.  VVeller,  but  no  estate  vested 
in  them  until  her  death,  and  then  only  as 
her  heirs. 

As  to  this  feature  of  the  case  the  decree 
of  the  chancellor  is  reversed  and  modified 
so  as  to  give  to  Jacob  Weller  a  curtesy  in- 
terest in  the  Main-street  lot  or  its  proceeds. 

The  title  to  the  Beale-street  lot  was  vested 
in  Caroline  I.  Weller  by  deed  from  her  hus- 
band, Jacob  Weller,  executed  April  10,  1876. 
The  husband  conveys  this  property  to  the 
wife  to  her  sole,  separate,  and  exclusive  use 
aa  a  separate  estate,   free  and  discharged 


from  all  his  control  and  liabilities,  but  with 
full  power  to  her  to  sell,  convey,  or  mori- 
gage  the  same  at  her  pleasure.  The  haben- 
dum recites  that  she  is  to  have  and  to  h«»ld 
it  as  separate  estate  as  above  stated,  with 
power  of  alienation,  and  it  contains  a  general 
warranty. 

It  is  insisted  for  complainant  that  the 
terms  and  the  language  of  this  deed  deprive 
her  husband,  Jacob  Weller,  of  any  interest 
in  the  estate,  both  during  the  life  of  the 
wife  and  after  her  death. 

In  the  answer  filed  in  this  case  two  of  the 
children — Carrie  I.  and  Forrest  L. — set  out 
over  their  signatures  that  they  desire  their 
father,  Jacob  Weller,  to  retain  possession  of 
this  Beale-street  lot,  and  receive  the  rents 
therefrom  as  long  as  he  lives. 


money  to  the  wife,  which  she  retains  until 
after  his  death,  though  he  could  have  re- 
claimed it  during  bis  lifetime  the  personal 
representative  cannot  recover  It  of  her.  Pur- 
year  V.  Puryear,  12  Ala.  13. 

Courts  of  equity  may  recognise  and  en- 
force contracts  between  husband  and  wife  in 
her  favor  as  against  his  administrator.  So 
that  where  he  purchases  slaves  in  her  name, 
and  treats  them  as  her  property,  during  his 
lifetime,  and  the  property  purchosetl  is  a  rea- 
sonable portion  for  her,  eqaity  will  uphold 
the  transaction.  Williams  v.  Maull,  20  Ala. 
721. 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  will  be  upheld 
in  equity  as  against  his  heirs.  Riley  v.  Riley, 
25  Conn.  ir>4.  The  court  says  of  Dibble  v.  Hut- 
ton,  1  Day.  221,  that,  so  far  as  It  holds  a  con- 
trary doctrine,  tbe  question  can  no  longer  be 
considered  as  standing  where  It  stood  when 
that  case  was  decided ;  that  that  case  is  an 
anomaly  In  the  law,  and  its  doctrine  is  not 
at  this  time  satisfactory  to  the  profession : 
thai,  the  doctrine  of  the  case  so  viewed  is  an 
illil>eral  and  obsolete  relic  of  the  ancient  law 
of  baron  and  ftmc. 

Taking  security  for  money  loaned  In  the 
joint  names  of  husband  and  wife  will  entitle 
the  wife  to  claim  it  against  the  personal  rep 
resfntatives  of  the  husband  in  case  he  dies 
leaving  the  securities  outstanding.  Christ's 
Hospital   V.   Budk'ln.   2   Vern.   08.3. 

A  deposit  of  money  in  the  name  of  husband 
and  wife  becomes  hers  upon  his  decease  with 
out  'disturbing  It.  Roman  Catholic  Orphan 
Asylum  v.  Strain,  2  Bradf.  34. 

A  note  given  by  husband  to  wife  may  be  en- 
forced against  his  estate.  Templeton  v.  Brown, 
86  Tenn.  55,  5  S.  W.  441. 

But  it  has  been  held  that  equity  will  not 
enforce  a  conveyance  to  the  wife  against  a 
child  f*ir  whom  no  provision  has  been  made, 
crooks    V.  Crooks,  34  Ohio  St.  610. 

IX.  Homestead  and  community. 

The  rile  which  permits  the  husband  to  make 
valid  CMiireyance  to  his  wife  applies  to  prop- 
ertv   In    which  they  have  a  common  Interest. 

Sinro    the   passage   of   the   married    women's 

aeifl    a     J  rant    by    a    man    to    his    wife   of    his 

intrrot   :d  property  held  by  entireties  with  her 

J»  viirM       Meeker  v.  Wrlu'lit.  70  N.  Y.  262. 

;A    Rift   by  a   man   to  his   wife  of  the  com 
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mnnlty  property  Is  valid.  Hlggins  v.  Higgins, 
46  Cal.  259 ;  Jackson  v.  Torrence,  83  Cal.  521, 
23  Pac.  695;  Carter  v.  McQuade.  83  Cat  278, 
23  Pac.  348. 

A  gift  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  the  com- 
munity property  by  purchasing  real  esUte  and 
having  the  title  transferred  to  her  is  valid. 
Peck  V.  Brummagim,  31  Cal.  440;  Wright  ▼. 
Wright  (Cal.)  41  Pac.  695;  AlferiU  v.  Ar- 
rivlllaga,  143  Cal.  646.  77  Pac  657. 

If  a  man  causes  a  deed  for  property  pur- 
chased with  community  funds  to  be  made  to 
his  wife  reciting  that  it  is  for  her  separate 
use.  the  title  will  vest  in  her  as  her  separate 
estate.  McCutchen  v.  Purlnton,  84  Tex.  604. 
19  S.  W.  710. 

The  husband  may,  by  direct  conveyance, 
convert  community  property  into  separate  es- 
tate of  his  wife.  Story  v.  Marshall,  24  Tex. 
.305,  76  Am.  Dec.  106;  Smith  v.  Boquet,  27 
Tex.  507 ;  Lewis  v.  Simon,  72  Tex.  470,  10 
S.  W.  554  ;  Callahan  v.  Houston,  78  Tex.  494, 
14   S.   W.   1027. 

And  a  deed  of  community  property  will  con- 
vert it  into  separate  estate.  Hunter  v.  Hanter 
(Tex.   Civ.  App.)    45  8.   W.  820. 

A  deed  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of  community 
property  will  vest  the  title  in  her  as  against 
his  subsequent  grantees.  Taylor  v.  Opperman, 
79  Cal.  4(18.  21  Pac.  8G9. 

But  the  presumption  that  the  property  be- 
came the  separate  property  of  the  wife  may 
i)e    relfuited.      Smith    v.    Slralinn.    :j."»    Tex.    !«».,. 

And  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to  his  wife  of 
community  property  may  be  shown  by  parol 
evidence  not  to  have  iK^en  intended  to  become 
her  separate  estate,  notwithstanding  the  deed 
recites  the  consideration  paid  out  of  her  sep- 
arate property,  where  the  recital  of  considera- 
tion was  without  the  knowledge  of  the  grantor. 
Kahn  v.  Kahn   (Tex.  Civ.  App.)   56  S.  W.  94fe, 

If  the  property  is  purchased  with  community 
money,  and,  at  the  Instance  of  the  husband, 
conveyed  to  the  wife,  the  presumption  is  that 
the  property  remains  community  property  :  but 
this  presumption  may  be  rebutted.  Hall  v 
Hall.  52  Tex.  294,  36  Am.  Rep.  725. 

Community  property  conveyed  by  the  hus- 
band to  a  third  person,  and  by  the  latter  to 
the  wife,  remains  community  property.  Parker 
V.  Chance,  11  Tex.  513.  The  court  says  It  is 
Immaterial  whether  the  reconveyance  be  to  the 
wife  or  husband,  or  wluiner  ii  Lf  io  »  ,». 
name  of  either  or  both,  the  property  conveyed 
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It  has  been  held  by  this  court  that  a  deed 
made  by  a  third  person  to  the  wife,  her  heirs 
and  assigns,  forever,  to  be  free  from  the 
control  and  liabilities  she  may  hereafter 
have,  with  full  power  to  dispose  of  the  same 
at  all  times  as  she  deems  proper,  does  not 
deprive  the  husband  of  this  curtesy  estate 
in  such  property  after  her  death.  Carter  v. 
DalCy  3  Lea,  710,  31  Am.  Rep.  660;  Frazer 
V.  Hightotoer,  12  Heisk.  94;  Bctker  y.  He%8- 
kell,  1  Coldw.  641. 

Clearly  there  is  nothing  in  this  deed  to 
deprive  the  husband  of  his  curtesy  interest 
in  this  land  if  the  deed  had  been  made  by 
a  third  person;  and  this  is  virtually  ad- 
mitted. But  it  is  said  that,  inasmuch  as  the 
•deed  was  made  by  the  husband  to  the  wife, 
a  different  rule  prevails. 


The  case  of  Barnum  v.  Le  Master,  110 
Tenn.  638,  ante,  353,  76  S.  W.  1045,  is  cited 
to  sustain  this  contention.  In  that  case  the 
court  undertook  to  say  what  effect  should  be 
given  a  deed  from  the  husband  to  the  wife, 
and  the  court  held  that  it  should  be  held  to 
pass  to  the  wife  the  highest  estate  that  the 
husband  could  convey.  In  the  course  of  the 
opinion  the  court  uses  language  as  follows: 
"If  a  transfer  of  personal  property  to  the 
wife  by  her  husband  did  not,  of  its  own  force, 
vest  in  her  a  separate  estate,  the  transfer 
would  be  a  farce,  and  perhaps  a  fraud  upon 
her,  because  the  husband  would  immediately 
become  again  the  owner  of  it  by  virtue  of 
his  marital  rights,  and  the  wife  would  tak(; 
nothing.  If  the  same  result  did  not  follow 
a  conveyance  of  land  by  a  husband  to  his 


belongs  to  the  community.  The  direction  of 
the  husband  that  the  deed  shall  be  made  out  In 
the  name  of  the  wife  Is  not  of  Itself  sufficient 
to  rebut  the  presumption  that  the  property 
1)eIongs  to  the  community.  When  the  husband 
intends  to  relinquish  his  right  In  the  com- 
munity property  and  transfer  It  to  his  wife, 
tals  act  must  be  explicit  and  such  as  to  leave 
no  doubt  as  to  his  Intentions.  A  mere  transfer 
ot  the  property  to  a  stranger,  with  directions 
to  reconvey  to  the  wife,  will  not  accomplish 
the  object,  and  show  that  a  donation  was  In- 
tended. 

The  presumption  Is  that  purchases  by  a 
man  In  the  name  of  his  wife  with  community 
fundd  do  not  change  the  character  of  Vn* 
community  property.  Smith  v.  Strahan,  10 
Tex.  314.  67  Am.  Dec.  622;  Hlgglns  v.  .Tohn- 
son,  20  Tex.  389,  70  Am.  Dec.  394. 

But  this  presumption  may  be  rebutted  by 
proof  of  intention  to  make  the  property  hei* 
si'parate  estate.  Hlgglns  v.  Johnson,  20  Tex. 
3S9,  70  Am.  Dec.  304. 

So,  in  Story  v.  Marshall,  24  Tex.  805,  76 
Am.  Dec.  106.  the  court  says,  in  the  absence 
of  anv  Intention  outside  of  the  deed  It  must 
be  taken  as  evidencing  the  intention  which 
ui>on  its  face  it  imports ;  that  is,  to  convey  to 
the  wife  the  estate  of  the  husband  In  the 
property.  The  court  further  says,  such  a  deed 
must  have  been  Intended  to  have  some  opera- 
tion upon  the  estate  of  the  grantor,  and  that 
must  be  taken  to  have  been  to  change  the 
estate  from  community  into  separate  property 
-of  the  wife,  In  the  absence  of  evidence  of  any 
other  or  different  purpose  In  the  making  of 
the  conveyance.  To  deny  it  that  effect  would 
be  to  render  the  deed  wholly  Inoperative  and 
void. 

'I  he  gift  of  homestead  property  by  a  hus- 
band to  his  wife  vests  in  her  the  legal  estate 
anbjoct  to  his  rights  in  the  homestead.  Oaks 
▼.  Oaks,  94  CaK  66,  29  Pac.  330 ;  Re  Lamb,  95 
Cal  397.  30  Pac.  668. 

Whore,  by  statute,  a  husband  and  wife  may 
enter  Into  an  agreement  or  transaction  with 
each  other  respecting  property,  which  either 
might  If  unmarried,  a  conveyance  to  his  wife, 
by  a  man,  of  property  upon  which  he  has  de- 
clared a  homestead,  will  vest  the  title  In  her, 
so  that  upon  their  separation  she  will  be  the 
former  ownor.  within  the  provision  of  a  stat- 
ute requiring  the  court  to  assign  homestead 
property  to  the  former  owner  upon  dissolving 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


a  marriage.  Burkett  v.  Burkett,  78  Cal.  310, 
3  L.  R.  A.  781,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  58,  20  Pac. 
715. 

A  conveyance  of  the  homestead  by  the  hus- 
band to  the  wife  does  not  render  It  liable  to 
her  prior  debts.  Green  v.  Farrar,  63  Iowa, 
426,  5  N.  W.  557. 

Under  a  statute  requiring  the  acknowledg- 
ment of  both  husband  and  wife  to  convey  the 
homestead,  the  acknowledgment  of  the  wife 
Is  not  necessary  when  the  homestead  Is  con- 
veyed to  her  by  lier  husband.  Furrow  v.  Athey, 
21  Neb.  671,  59  Am.  Rep.  867,  33  N.  W.  208 : 
Harsh  v.  Grlffln,  72  Iowa,  608,  34  N.  W.  441. 

If  the  wife  declares  a  homestead  upon  prop- 
erty which  has  been  given  her  by  her  husband 
the  title  thereto  upon  the  death  of  the  wife 
becomes  vested  In  the  husband.  Ions  v.  Har- 
bison, 112  Cal.  260,  44  Pac.  672. 

X.  Effect  of  divorce. 

The  marital  rights  of  a  man  In  land,  whlclt 
by  his.  direction  have  been  conveyed  to  his 
wife,  ar*  cut  off  by  a  decree  of  divorce  In  her 
favor  adjudging  him  to  be  the  guilty  party. 
Schuster  v.  Schuster,  93  Mo.  438,  6  S.  W.  259. 

A  settlement  of  real  estate  by  a  man  upon 
his  wife  will  not  be  set  aside  because  of  her 
subsequent  divorce  for  her  previous  adultery. 
Lister  V.  Lister,  35  N.  J.  Eq.  49. 

When  a  woman  Is  granted  a  divorce  from 
bed  and  board  because  abandoned  by  her  hus- 
band, gifts  of  real  estate  which  he  has  made 
to  her  will  not  be  restored  to  him.  Orr  v.  Orr, 
8  Bush,  15C. 

The  husband  cannot  regain  the  title,  al- 
though the  divorce  Is  granted  for  the  fault  of 
the  wife.  Klnzey  v.  Klnzey,  115  Mo.  496,  20 
L.  R.  A.  222.  22  S.  W.  497. 

But,  since  It  Is  inequitable  that  a  woman 
suing  for  divorce  should  retain  property  which 
has  been  settled  upon  her,  she  may  be  required 
by  the  court  to  make  a  reconveyance  of  It 
before  her  prayer  for  relief  will  be  granted. 
Oliver  v.  Oliver,  5  Ala.  75. 

And  In  Fitts  v.  Fitts,  14  Tex.  443,  the  court, 
upon  granting  a  divorce  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Texas  statute,  placed  prop 
erty  which  had  been  conveyed  by  the  husband 
In  trust  for  the  wife  in  the  hands  of  a  trustee 
to  be  managed  for  the  benefit  of  the  husband, 
wife,  and  children.  The  court  said  she  de- 
rived  the  property  from   him.     H^  could   not 
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wife,  he  would,  by  the  same  marital  rights, 
become  seised  of  an  estate  therein  during 
their  joint  lives;  and,  if  they  have  a  child 
bom  alive,  tor  his  life,  if  he  survives  her 
as  tenant  by  the  curtesy." 

It  is  admitted  that  in  that  case  the  hus- 
band and  wife  were  both  alive,  and  he  could 
not,  therefore,  be  tenant  by  the  curtesy; 
and  it  is  said  that  the  question  as  to  the 
right  of  the  husband  to  curtesy,  after  the 
wife's  death,  was  not  involved  in  that  case. 

In  Frazer  v.  Eightower,  12  Heisk.  94,  the 
husband  had  conveyed  to  a  trustee  for  his 
wife  certain  lands;  and  the  question  was 
whether  the  husband,  after  the  death  of  the 
wife,  took  an  estate  by  curtesy  in  the  lands 
so  conveyed  to  the  trustee.    In  that  case  it 


was  said:  "By  a  fair  construction,  then, 
we  think  that,  while  Daniel  llightower,  by 
this  deed,  did  surrender  to  his  wife,  during 
the  coverture,  the  renta,  profits,  and  posses- 
sion of  this  land,  yet,  as  we  have  already 
said,  he  made  no  settlement  of  the  estate 
beyond  her  lifetime.  The  death  of  the  wife 
renders  the  tenancy  by  curtesy  consummate 
or  complete.  Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  this 
deed  makes  no  settlement  of  the  land  in  the 
event  of  the  wife's  death  but  provides  only 
for  dominion  and  control  over  it  during  the 
coverture,  the  husband  thereby  abridged  his 
estate  for  that  period  only,  and,  having  sur- 
vived her,  he  is  entitled  to  take  as  tenant 
by  the  curtesy.  We  see  no  reason  why  he 
shall  not  be  taken  to  have  intended,  when 


have  supposed  by  his  transfer  or  other  deed  . 
that  he  was  about  to  deprive  himself  of  the  i 
use  of  the  property.  By  law  he  was  entitled 
to  the  management  of  the  separate  property 
of  his  wife  and  to  support  out  of  its  proceeds, 
having  no  property  of  his  own.  If  there  ever 
was  a  case  when  the  court  would  depart  from 
the  ordinary  rule  of  decision,  and  under  its 
power  of  doing  what  is  Just  and  right  make 
such  provision  as  would  meet  the  extraordinary 
circumstances  of  the  particular  cnse,  tiiis  is 
one  which  strongly  demands  the  Interposition 
of  the  court. 

XI.  Form  and  provUions  of  oonveyanoe. 

When  a  deed  is  not  sufficient  to  pass  the  es- 
tate out  of  the  '  hands  of  the  conveyer,  but 
the  party  must  come  into  equity,  the  court 
has  never  yet  executed  a  voluntary  agreement. 
To  do  so  would  be  to  make  him  who  does  not 
sufficiently  convey,  and  his  executors  after  his  ' 
death,  trustees  for  the  person  to  whom  he  had 
so  defectively  conveyed ;  and  there  Is  no  case 
where  a  court  of  equity  has  ever  done  that. 
Whenever  you  come  into  equity  to  raise  an 
Interest  by  way  of  trust  you  must  have  a 
valuable,  or  at  least  a  meritorious,  considera- 
tion.    Colman  v.  Sarrel,  1  Yes.  Jr.  54. 

In  Machen  v.  Machen,  15  Ala.  373,  the 
court,  upon  the  authority  of  Gamble  v.  Gamble, 
11  Ala.  066,  held  that  parol  declarations  by 
a  man  that  slaves  belonged  to  his  wife  did 
not  have  the  effect  of  vesting  the  title  In  her 
as  against  his  executors. 

And  the  Machen  Cas^  was  followed  In  Frier- 
son  V.  Frierson,  21  Ala.  549,  and  Machen  v. 
Machen.  38  Ala.  364. 

A  gift  of  notes  and  mortgages  by  husband 
to  wife  may  be  effected  by  handing  them  to  her 
with  directions  to  take  care  of  them,  accom- 
panied with  the  statement  that  they  are  for 
the  donee  and  the  children.  Mack  v.  Mack, 
8  Hun,  325,  5  Thomp.  &  C.  530. 

The  settlement  must  be  In  such  form  as  to 
place  the  property  within  the  power  and  under 
the  control  of  the  wife.  Townsend  v.  Maynard, 
45  Pa.  198. 

To  be  enforced  in  equity  a  bill  of  sale  from  i 
husband  to  wife  must  have  been  delivered.  > 
Dyer  v.  Bean,  15  Ark.  510. 

A  mere  written  transfer  upon  the  back  of  a  . 
mortgage  without  seal,  although  It  purported  ' 
to  be  a  sealed  transfer,  is  not  sufficient  to  ' 
vest  any  Interest  in  the  wife.  Tiffanv  v.  i 
00  L.  R.  A. 


Clarke,  6  Grant,  Ch.  (TI.  C.)  474.  The  court 
says  that  where  a  gift  Is  Intended  to  be  made 
of  property,  but  In  the  mode  In  which  it  Is  In- 
tended to  be  made  it  Is  Imperfect,  a  court  of 
equity  will  not  compel  the  donor  or  his  rep- 
resentatives to  complete  It.  The  court  admtts 
that  a  husband  may  make  a  gift  to  his  wife, 
and  that  the  intention  to  do  so  was  manifest^ 
but  states  that  the  gift  was  Imperfect.  All 
was  not  done  that  might  have  been  done;  and 
the  court  will  not,  at  the  Instance  of  a  volun- 
teer, compel  Its  completion. 

A  provision  in  a  conveyance  by  a  man  to 
his  wife  that  the  property  shall  re\ert  to  him 
upon  her  death  without  having  disposed  of  the 
property  will  be  given  effect  Pollard  v.  Union 
Nat.  Bank,  4  Mo.  A  pp.  408. 

If  the  conveyance  to  the  wife  is  made  under 
the  express  aereement  on  her  part  to  reeonvey 
to  the  husband  on  his  request,  she  has  no  In- 
terest which  will  descend  to  her  helra.  Cotton 
V.  Wood,  25  Iowa,  43. 

The  mere  fact  that  a  deed  of  separation  pro- 
vides  that  no  suit  shall  be  brought  against  the 
huslmnd  on  behalf  of  the  wife  to  compel  him 
to  make  her  a  further  allowance  does  not  pre- 
clude her,  in  case  of  her  bringing  a  bill  for 
divorce  because  of  his  subsequent  adultery,  de- 
manding alimony  from  his  estate.  Morrall  v. 
Morrall.  L.  R.  6  Prob.  DIv.  98. 

A  gift  from  husband  to  wife  will  not  bar 
dower  unless  given  with  a  condition  to  that 
effect,  or  granted  as  a  jointure.  Bubler  v. 
Roberts,  49  Me.  460;  Reed  ▼.  DIckerman,  12 
Pick.  148. 

Where  a  man  who,  by  marriage  articles,  had 
agreed  that  his  wife  should  have  a  third  of 
his  personal  property  in  case  of  his  death, 
gave  to  her  during  his  lifetime  certain  annu- 
ities which  she  claimed  to  hold  In  addition  to 
the  portion  provided  for  by  the  articles,  the 
court  suld  that  the  transfer  Is  not  a  good  trans- 
fer so  as  to  affect  the  marriage  articles  by 
making  an  alteration  In  the  gross  estate  of 
the  testator,  the  whole  of  which  was  liable  by 
the  marriage  articles  to  be  divided  into  such 
proportions  which  he  could  not  voluntarily  al- 
ter, and  therefore  this  grant  Is  a  fraud  on  the 
articles,  yet  it  is  good  as  against  the  testator 
himself,  and  to  be  answered  out  of  his  testa- 
mentary share  If  sufficient :  and  In  this  court 
gifts  between  husband  and  wife  have  often  been 
supported,  though  the  law  does  not  allow  the 
property  to  pass.     Lucas  t.  Lucas,  1  Atk.  270. 
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lie  made  this  conveyance  to  his  wife,  that 
she  was  to  hold  the  estate  as  every  estate 
of  inheritance  is  held  by  a  wife;  that  is, 
subject  to  curtesy." 

Referring  again  to  tho  ciise  of  Barnum  v, 
Le  Mastery  the  court  said,  in  support  of  its 
holding  that  "otherwise  the  wife  would  not 
only  be  deprived  of  all  the  fruits  of  owner- 
ship during  nil  this  time  (that  is,  during  the 
marital  relation),  but  she  could  not  sell  or 
convey  it  without  his  consent  and  joinder  in 
the  conveyance.  A  power  in  the  husband 
over  the  disposition  of  the  property  often 
enables  him  to  control  and  reacquire  title 
l)y  reducing  to  possession  the  proceeds  of 
the  sale  of  it.  The  wife  would  acquire  a 
bare  right  to  sell  with  the  concurrence  of 
her  husband  while  he  lived,  and  only  comes 
into  full  ownership  and  enjoyment  in  the 
event  she  should  survive  him.  An  estate 
more  in  the  nature  of  a  remainder  than  an 
absolute  one  taking  effect  immediately,  which 
the  deed  purports  to  pass,  and  wholly  in- 
consistent with  the  terms  of  the  instrument/' 
We  are  of  opinion  thut  the  conveyance  of 
real  estate  by  the  husband  to  the  wife  should 
have  the  same  effect  as  the  gift  or  transfer 
of  personal  property, — ^that  is,  to  devest  out 
of  the  husband  all  interest,  present  or  con- 
tingent, in  the  land;  and  upon  the  death 
of  the  wife  the  real  estate  should  go  to  the 
devisees  of  the  wife,   if  she  make  a  will, 


and.  If  she  die  intestate,  to. her  heirs,  free 
from  any  claim  on  the  part  of  the  husband 
for  curtesy  or  other  interest;  and  that  the 
case  of  a  conveyance  from  a  husband  to  the 
wife  of  real  estate  must,  to  this  extent,  be 
distinguished  from  a  conveyance  by  a  third 
person  to  the  wife  for  her  separate  estate. 

This  case  is  distinguishable  from  the  case 
of  Carter  v.  Dale,  3  Lea,  710,  31  Am.  Rep. 
660,  which  was  a  conveyance  from  a  third 
person  to  the  wife,  and  not  from  the  husband. 
This  case  is  distinguishable,  also,  from 
the  case  of  Frazer  v.  Right oicer,  12  Heisk. 
94.  In  the  latter  case  the  conveyance  was  in 
trust  for  the  wife,  and  the  court  construed 
the  language  of  the  conveyance  to  indicite 
that  the  object  of  the  husband  was  merely 
to  secure  to  the  wife  the  rents  and  profits 
of  her  real  estate  during  the  marital  rela- 
tion, and  no  longer. 

The  decree  of   the  chancellor  as   to   the 
Beale-street  property  is  also  reversed;  Jacob 
Weller  having  no  interest  therein  or  claim 
I  thereon. 

i      The  costs  of  appeal  will  be  paid  equally 
I  by  complainants  and  defendants,  and  of  the 
j  court  below  as  directed  by  that  court,  and 
the  cause  is  remanded  for  further  proceed- 
ings under  this  holding  and  the  agreements 
I  of  parties  heretofore  made,  as  shown  by  the 
record. 


MISSOURI  SUPREMK  (X)l^RT. 


STATE   of  Mi<»BOuri,    Respt,, 

Jasper  COLEMAN,  Appt, 
(186  Mo.   151.> 

1.  Thst  threats  made  by  one  on  trial 
for  marder  to  kill  l&la  irlctlm  were 
made  a  year  or  eighteen  months  before  the 
homicide  does  not  render  evidence  of  them 
inadmissible. 

2.  The  Ivrr  In  a  mnrder  case  cannot 
Infer  that  a  verdict  ^raa  rendered  by 
a  eorouer'n  Jvry,  merely  because  tlie  pros- 
ecatlnK  attorney  asked  a  witness  whether  or 
not  he.  as  a  meml)er  of  such  jury,  did  not 
render  such  verdict,  which  question  the  wit- 
ness was  not  permitted  to  anRwer,  so  as  to 
make  the  conduct  of  the  prosecuting  attorney 
ground  for  reversal. 

8.  In  the  abnence  of  exception  to  the 
conduct  of  the   proaecatlng:  attorney 


Note. — As  to  homicide  by  officers  of  Justice, 
■ee  also,  In  this  series.  State  y.  Phillips.  67  L. 
R.  A.  292,  and  note. 

As  to  admissibility  of  record  of  coroner's 
inquest  In  evidence,  see  also  T'nitod  States  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Klelgast.  6  L.  R.  A.  «ri :  ronsnlidated 
Tee  Mach.  Co.  v.  Keifer.  10  L.  R.  A.  090 :  and 
Cox  V.  Royal  Tribe  of  Joseph,  60  L.  R.  A.  O'JO. 
G9  L.  R.  A. 


In  reading  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's  Jury  In 
propounding  a  question  to  a  witness,  the 
supreme  court  will  not  set  aside  a  verdict 
of  guilty  In  a  murder  case  merely  because 
the  coroner's  verdict  stated  that  the  homicide 
for  which  accused  was  on  trial  was  un- 
Justifled. 

4.  A  police  officer  who  kllla  a  person 
whom  he  is  attempting  to  arrest  Is  guilty  of  a 
criminal  offense  if  he  uses  more  force  than 
is  reasonably  necessary  to  effect  his  purpose. 

5.  Charfflnac  the  Jnry  as  to  the  eHect 
of  verbal  ntatententa  of  accaaed,  when 
there  is  no  evidence  that  he  made  any.  is  not 
reversible  error,  where  the  facts  disclosed 
by  the  record  show  that  accused  was  not 
prejudiced  thereby. 

O.  It  la  mlHleadlnir  to  charNre  that  mn- 
nlclpnl  ordinances  do  not  Jniitify  the 
Hliootlnn:  of  a  pernon  by  an  officer  in  at- 
tempting to  arrest  him  for  their  violation,  in 
connection  with  a  charge  that  the  ordinances 
are  admissible  to  prove  the  good  faith  of  the 
officer   in   attempting  to  effect  the  arrest. 

7.  An  Instruction  contained  In  the 
Mreneral  charge  need  not,  at  the  Instance 
of  the  parties,  be  repeated  In  special  Instruc- 
tions. 

8.  Mere  fallnre  of  a  person  to  snbmlt 
to  nrrcMt  does  not  Rive  the  olllcer  the 
riirht  to  take  his  life,  although  the  of- 
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fleer  has  good  reason  to  believe  that  he  has 
authority  to  make  the  arrest ;  and,  if  the  of- 
ficer acts  in  malice  and  with  premeditation 
because  the  one  he  Is  attempting  to  arrest 
does  not  remove  his  hand  from  his  pocket 
upon  command,  the  officer  will  be  guilty  of 
murder  in  the  second  degree. 

9.  Failure  to  jftlve  au  InstriiGtlon  which 
Is  not  requested  upon  a  matter  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  court  is  not  called  is  not 
reversible  error. 

10.  Instmctlona  predicated  on  faeta 
>vlilclt  do  not  exlat  are  properly  refused. 

11.  Tlie  omlaalon  of  the  recital  that 
an  Information  for  mnrder  la  npon 
the  oath  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  Is 
fatal  to  Its  validity. 

12.  The  aneatlon  of  the  tn-ralldlty-  of 
an  Information  may  be  raised  for  the  first 
time  in  the  appellate  court. 

13.  Fallnre  of  the  clerk  to  Indorae  the 
word  "Filed"  upon  an  affidavit  Is  a  mere 
irregularity  which  may  be  amended  at  any 
time  before  or  during  trial,  and  objection  to 
it  cannot  be  made  for  the  first  time  on  ap- 
peal. 

(Valliant,    J.,    diasenU    from    proposition    6. 
Oantt,     J.,     diaaenU     from     proposition     11.) 

(February  2,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Chariton  Coun- 
ty convicting  him  of  murder.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Ball  A  Sparrow  and  A.  W. 
Johnson,  for  appellant: 

The  reading  of  the  verdict  of  a  coroner's 
jury  as  evidence  is  error  in  any  cause,  civil 
or  criminal. 

State  V.  Qarth,  164  Mo.  553,  65  S.  W.  275. 

The  fact  that  the  court  permitted  the  ver- 
dict of  the  coroner's  jury  to  be  read  in  the 
form  of  a  question,  and  then  sustained  an 
objection  by  defendant,  does  not  cure  the 
error. 

State  V.  Thomas,  99  Mo.  235,  12  S.  W. 
643;  State  v.  Kuehner,  93  Mo.  193,  6  S.  W. 
118;  State  v.  Fredericks,  85  Mo.  145;  State 
y.  Miw,  16  Mo.  163. 

It  was  the  duty  of  defendant,  under  the 
facts  in  this  .  case,  to  arrest  the  deceased. 
Therefore,  as  such  officer,  he  must,  of  ne- 
cessity, have  been  the  aggressor.  As  such 
officer  it  was  his  duty  to  use  sufficient  force 
to  accomplish  the  arrest,  and  he  must,  of 
necessity,  have  been  the  judge  of  the  force 
necessary  to  make  tlie  arrest,  and  to  bring 
the  deceased  within  his  control. 

State  v.  Dierherger,  96  Mo.  666,  9  Am. 
St.  Rep.  380,  10  S.  W.  168;  2  Bishop,  Crira. 
Law,  6th  ed.  iS  647,  651,  pp.  354,  356; 
State  V.  Rose,  142  Mo.  418,  44  S.  W.  329; 
State  V.  Lane,  158  Mo.  572,  59  S.  W.  965; 
State  V.  McNally,  87  Mo.  644. 

The  information  omits  the  words,  "on  his 
oath  aforesaid,"  and  is  insufficient. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


State  V.  Furgcrson,  152  Mo.  92,  53  S.  VV, 
427;  1  Bishop,  Crim.  Proc.  2d  ed.  I  712,  p. 
442;  State  v.  Stacy,  103  Mo.  11,  15  S.  \\\ 
147;  State  v.  Meyers,  99  Mo.  107,  12  S.  W. 
516. 

Messrs.  Edward  C  Crow,  Attorney  Gen- 
em],  and  C,  D.  Cornm,  for  respondent: 

The  competency  of  threats  is  not  affected 
by  remoteness. 

State  V.  MoNally,  87  Mo.  644;  State  v. 
Olahn,  97  Mo.  679,  11  S.  W.  260;  Underbill. 
Crim.  Ev.  p.  392. 

The  rule  that  an  officer  has  the  right,  in 
making  an  arrest,  to  use  all  the  force  neces- 
sary to  overcome  resistance,  even  to  the 
taking  of  life,  does  not  apply  as  to  a  misde- 
meanor.    . 

State  V.  Dierberger,  96  Mo.  666,  9  Am.  St^ 
Rep.  380,  10  S.  W.  168;  2  Bishop,  Crim. 
Law,  i  649;  State  y.  'McMullin,  170  Mo. 
629,  71  S.  W.  221. 

Bnrgess,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

At  the  September  term,  1903,  of  the  cir- 
cuit court  of  Chariton  county,  the  defendant 
was  convicted  of  murder  in  the  second  de- 
gree, and  his  punishment  fixed  at  twenty 
years'  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary,, 
under  an  information  filed  in  the  circuit 
oourt  of  said  county  by  the  prosecuting  at- 
torney of  said  county,  charging  him  with 
having  shot  to  death  with  a  pistol  at  said 
county  on  the  8th  day  of  August,  1903,  one 
Rufus  Cox,  against  the  peace  and  dignity  of 
the  state.     Defendant  appeals. 

The  facts,  briefly  stated,  are  that  at  the 
time  of  the  homicide  the  defendant  was 
marshal  of  the  town  of  Dalton,  in  said  coun- 
ty. Deceased  lived  in  the  county,  and  on  the 
day  he  was  killed  had  gone  to  Dalton.  tak- 
ing some  fish  with  him  for  sale,  and  was 
vending  them  upon  the  sidewalks  of  the 
town,  in  violation  of  a  resolution  of  the 
board  of  aldermen  of  the  town,  which  tlie 
marshal  understood  had  theretofore  been 
adopted.  When  Cox  arrived  in  town  he  es- 
tablished himself  upon  the  sidewalk,  and  be- 
gan selling  his  fish.  The  defendant,  as  mar- 
shal, advised  Cox  that  an  ordinance  had  been 
passed  prohibiting  the  use  of  the  pavement 
for  such  purposes,  and  requested  him  to 
move  his  fish  to  some  other  place.  It  seems 
that  the  deceased  at  first  demurred,  but 
finally  reluctantly  removed  his  fish,  at  the 
request  of  the  defendant,  to  the  inside  of  a 
store,  and  remained  in  the  store  until  late 
in  the  afternoon,  when  he  ajjain  placed  his 
fish  upon  the  sidewalk.  The  defendant 
again  remonstrated  with  him  against  using 
the  sidewalk  for  the  purpose,  and  attempted 
to  get  him  to  remove  his  fisli.  This  the  de- 
ceased declined  to  do,  whereupon  the  de- 
fendant attempted  to  arrest  him   and  lead 
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liim  away,  in  pursuance  of  which  defendant 
laid  his  hands  upon  the  deceased  upon  three 
different  occaeions,  and  on  each  occasion  the 
deceased  freed  himself  from  the  grasp  of  de- 
fendant. The  testimony  on  behalf  of  the 
state  tends  to  show  that  the  deceased  did 
little  more  than  decline  to  accompany  the 
defendant,  and  that  because  of  his  declina- 
tion, and  without  other  provocation,  the  de- 
fendant drew  his  pistol  from  his  pocket  and 
shot  him  to  death.  The  evidence  shows  that 
the  defendant  fired  four  shots,  from  the  ef- 
fects of  which  the  deceased  immediately 
died.  The  evidence  on  behalf  of  the  de- 
fendant tends  to  show  that  after  he  had 
tried  to  place  the  deceased  in  his  custody 
the  deceased  put  his  hand  in  his  pocket,  and 
that  thereupon  the  mortal  shot  was  fired. 
The  defendant  states  on  direct  examination 
that  he  shot  deceased  in  order  to  protect 
himself  from  bodily  harm,  but  his  cross-ex- 
amination shows  that  he  shot  the  deceased 
because  the  deceased  failed  to  remove  his 
hand  from  his  j^ocket  when  defendant  re- 
quested him  to  do  so.  His  own  testimony 
does  not  suggest  that  he  wa«  in  imminent 
danger  of  attack,  or  that  he  had  any  cause 
to  believe  that  he  was  in  imminent  danger. 
His  whole  testimony  goes  to  show  that  he 
murdered  the  deceased  because  the  decpased 
would  not  remove  his  hand  from  his  pocket. 

There  are  a  number  of  assignments  of  er- 
ror which  we  do  not  think  of  sufficient  im- 
portance to  demand  our  attention,  for  in  no 
event  could  the  judgment  be  reversed  be- 
cause of  the  rulings  of  the  court  below  upon 
them,  BO  that  we  will  direct  our  attention 
to  such  matters  as  seem  to  require  more 
serious  consideration. 

The  first  of  these  is  in  relation  to  the  tes- 
timony of  one  James  Winkler,  a  witness  for 
the  state,  who  testified  over  the  objections 
of  defendant  to  threats  made  by  defendant 
a  year  or  eighteen  months  before  the  trial 
that  he  was  going  to  shoot  Rufus  Cox,  hav- 
ing prepared  himself  with  a  shotgun  for  the 
purpose,  and  was  lying  in  wait  for  him,  but 
that  the  witness  discovered  defendant,  and 
dissuaded  him  from  his  purpose.  The  con- 
tention is  that  the  threats  were  too  remote 
to  be  competent,  and  especially  so  since  there 
was  no  evidence  of  any  threats  or  bad  blood 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  since  thnt  time. 
But  it  is  well  settled  that,  in  trials  for 
murder,  threats  made  by  the  defendant 
towards  the  deceaj^ed  are  competent,  and 
the  nearness  or  remoteness  of  the  time 
when  made  to  the  date  of  the  homicide 
does  not  affect  their  comjietmcy  as  evi- 
dence. State  V.  Adams,  76  Mo.  357;  State 
V.  Grant,  79  Mo.  137,  49  Am.  Rep.  218; 
fit  ate  V.  McNally,  87  Mo.  644;  State  v. 
Glahn,  97  Mo.  679,  U  S.  W..  260. 
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Defendant  complains  of  the  action  of  the 
court  in  permitting  the  attornt^y  for  the 
state  to  read  to  the  court  in  the  presence  of 
the  jury  the  verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury. 
It  was  not  read  in  evidence,  but  the  attorney 
for  the  state  asked  witness  Davenport 
whether  he,  as  a  member  of  the  coroner's 
jury,  returned  a  certain  verdict.  The  ques- 
tion was  objected  to,  and  the  objection  sus- 
tained. No  objection  was  made  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  pro- 
pounding the  question.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, it  should  not  be  assumed  that  the 
jury  could  have  inferred  that  the  witness 
returned  such  a  verdict  as  the  attorney  for 
the  state  suggested,  nor  could  the  jury  have 
inferred  that  the  witness  returned  any  ver- 
dict as  a  member  of  the  coroner's  jury. 
While  statements  of  attorneys  in  the  pres- 
ence of  a  trial  jury,  or  questions  they  pro- 
pound, are  not  evidence,  they  should  not  be 
permitted  to  make  statements  or  ask  ques- 
tions from  which  the  jury  could  infer  that 
the  matter  about  which  such  statements 
may  be  made,  or  questions  asked,  is  in  fact 
true.  But  we  do  not  think  any  such  infer- 
ence could  have  been  drawn  by  the  jury  in 
this  instance.  Had  the  witness  answered 
that  he  did  return  such  a  verdict,  there 
would  be  more  merit  in  the  contention. 
There  is  no  question  but  that  the  verdict  of 
the  coroner's  jury  was  inadmissible  for  any 
purpose,  and  when  the  prosecuting  attorney 
asked  the  witness  if  he  returned  the  verdict, 
to  wit,  "Upon  formal  inquiry  concerning  the 
facts,  and  careful  examination  of  the  body,, 
we  find  the  deceased  came  to  his  death  by  a 
wound  from  a  pistol  fired  from  the  hands  of 
Jasper  Coleman,  of  Dalton,  Missouri,  and 
from  evidence  we  find  that  the  killing  of 
Rufus  Cox  by  Jasper  Coleman  was  unjusti- 
fied," objection  was  made  by  defendant,  and 
was  promptly  sustained  by  the  court.  The 
killing  is  admitted,  but  attempted  to  be  jus- 
tified upon  the  ground  of  self-defense,  so 
that,  if  defendant  was  in  any  way  preju- 
diced by  propounding  the  question  to  the 
witness  with  respect  to  the  verdict,  and 
reading  the  verdict  in  the  presence  of  the 
jury,  it  was  by  the  use  of  the  words  that  the 
killing  "was  unjustified.'*  at  the  conclusion 
of  the  verdict,  but  we  do  not  think  the  ver- 
dict should  be  set  aside  on  that  ground. 
.And,  as  there  was  no  exception  taken  to  the 
action  of  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  pro- 
pounding the  question,  we  do  not  think  he 
was  guilty  of  such  impropriety  as  would 
justify  this  court  in  interfering  with  the 
verdict  upon  that  ground, — especially  as  the 
trial  court  refused  to  set  aside  the  verdict 
on  that  ground.  HoUcnhcck  v.  Misfiouri  P. 
'*  Co,  141  Mo.  97,  38  S.  W.  723,  41  S.  W. 
887. 
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It  is  said  for  defendant  that  the  evidence 
was  insufficient,  under  all  the  facts  in  the 
case,  to  convict  the  defendant  of  any  offense 
with  which  he  is  charged  in  the  informa- 
tion. That  the  defendant  was  an  officer  of 
the  law,  and  that  the  deceased  knew  him  to 
be  such,  are  clear.  It  is  equally  clear,  un- 
der the  facts  of  this  case,  that  it  was  the 
duty  of  defendant,  as  such  officer,  to  arrest 
the  deceased,  and  to  use  sufficient  force  to 
accomplish  the  arrest,  and  bring  the  de- 
ceased within  his  control;  but,  if  he  used 
more  force  than  was  reasonably  necessary 
for  that  purpose,  and  killed  Cox,  he  was 
guilty  of  a  criminal  offense,  its  grade  de- 
pending upon  the  facts  and  circumstances 
in  evidence.  State  v.  Dierberger,  96  Mo. 
660,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  380,  10  S.  W.  168; 
State  y.  Rose,  142  Mo.  418,  44  S.  W.  329; 
State  V.  Jjane,  158  Mo.  572,  59  S.  W.  965. 
There  was,  we  think,  an  abundance  of  evi- 
dence to  take  the  case  to  the  jury  upon 
this  feature  of  the  case. 

It  is  also  claimed  by  defendant  that  the 
court  erred  in  giving  instruction  No.  4.  be- 
cause of  the  want  of  testimony  upon  which 
to  base  it.  It  reads  as  follows:  "(4) 
Court  instructs  the  jury  that,  if  verbal 
statements  of  the  defendant  have  been 
proved  in  the  case,  you  may  take  them  into 
consideration,  with  all  the  other  facts  and 
circumstances  proved.  What  the  proof 
may  show  you,  if  anything,  that  the  defend- 
ant has  said  against  liimself,  the  law  pre- 
sumes to  be  true,  because  said  against  him- 
self; but  anything  you  may  believe  from 
the  evidence  the  defendant  said  in  his  own 
behalf  you  are  not  obliged  to  believe,  but 
you  may  treat  the  same  as  true  or  false, 
when  considered  with  a  view  to  all  the 
other  facts  and  circumstances  in  the  case." 
Conceding  that  there  was  no  evidence  upon 
which  to  base  the  instruction,  we  are  not 
inclined  to  think  the  judgment  should  be 
reversed  upon  that  ground.  Certainly  this 
could  not  be  done  unless  the  error  was 
prejudicial  to  defendant,  and,  while  the 
presumption  is  that  an  error  made  against 
a  defendant  when  on  trial  for  crime  is 
prejudicial,  this  presumption  may  be  over- 
come by  the  facts  and  circumstnnccs  in  evi- 
dence, if  sufficient,  and  we  can  but  conclude 
from  the  facts  disclosed  by  the  record  that 
tLe  error  was  not  prejudicial.  In  fact,  we 
are  unable  to  see  in  what  way  defendant 
was  prejudiced,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  he  was  not;  hence  the  error  was  not 
prejudicial. 

Instruction  numbered  8,  given  on  the  part 
of  the  state,  is  also  complained  of.  This 
instruction  reads  as  follows:  "The  records 
and  ordinances,  and  as  well,  also,  the  ver- 
bal testimony  of  Mayor  Seigle,  have  been 
«fl  L.  R.  A. 


admitted  in  evidence  before  the  jury  as 
tending  to  prove  defendant's  good  faith  in 
attempting  to  arrest  deceased;  but  the  .jury 
are  instructed  that  under  the  said  ordi- 
nances and  records  the  selling  of  fish,  or  an 
obstruction  of  the  sidewalk,  did  not  consti- 
tute an  offense  thereunder,  and  docs  not 
justify  or  excuse  the  defendant  for  shoot- 
ing deceased."  This  instruction  seems  to 
us  to  be  misleading,  in  that,  while  it  tells 
the  jury  that  the  records,  ordinances,  and 
the  verbal  testimony  of  Mayor  Seigle  are 
admitted  in  evidence  as  tending  to  prove 
defendant's  good  faith  in  attempting  to  ar- 
rest deceased,  it  proceeds  to  say,  "but 
.  .  .  under  said  ordinances  and  records 
the  selling  of  fish,  or  an  obstruction  of  the 
sidewalk,  did  not  constitute  an  offense  there- 
under, and  doe9  not  justify  or  excuse  the  de- 
fendant for  shooting  deceased,"  and  so  cou- 
ples the  absence  of  excuse  for  shooting  de- 
cea.sed  with  the  preceding  part  of  the  in- 
struction as  to  neutralize  the  question  of 
good  faith  on  the  part  of  defendant  in  his 
efforts  to  make  the  arrest  In  a  word,  want 
of  excuse,  as  here  used,  seems  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  good  faith. 

It  is  insisted  by  defendant  that  instruc- 
tion numbered  9,  given  on  the  part  of  the 
Rtate,  is  erroneous,  in  that  it  omits  the  ques- 
tion of  reasonable  doubt;  but  this  question 
is  covered  by  one  general  instruction  given 
upon  the  part  of  the  state,  by  which  the 
jury  were  told  that  before  they  could  con- 
vict the  defendant  they  must  find  him  guilty 
as  charged,  beyond  a  reasonable  doubt. 
This  was  all  that  was  necessary.  It  is  not 
essential  that  it  should  be  repeated  in  any 
other  instruction. 

It  seems  that  the  court  struck  out  that 
part  of  instruction  numbered  11  asked  by 
defendant  which  told  the  jury  that  de- 
fendant had  the  right  to  take  the  life  of  the 
deceased  in  the  event  of  the  failure  of  de- 
ceased to  submit  to  arrest,  and  then  gave 
it,  and,  in  so  doing,  defendant  insists,  com- 
mitted error.  If  the  attempt  to  arrest  de- 
ceased had  been  for  felony  committed  by 
him,  defendant's  contention  would  bo  cor- 
rect ;  but,  where  the  attempt  to  arrest  is  for 
a  misdemeanor  or  breach  of  the  peace,  "it 
is  not  lawful  to  kill  the  party  accused  if  he 
fly  from  the  arrest,  though  he  cannot  other- 
wise be  overtaken,  and  though  there  be  a 
warrant  to  apprehend  him.  .  .  .  But, 
as  in  case  of  felony,  so  here,  if  the  officer 
meet  with  resistance  and  kill  the  offender 
in  the  struggle,  he  will  be  justified."  1 
East,  P.  C.  302.  "When,  as  a  general  prop- 
osition, one  refuses  to  submit  to  arrest  after 
he  has  been  touched  by  the  officer,  or  en- 
deavors to  break  away  after  the  arrest  is  ef- 
fected, he  may  be  lawfully  killed,  provided 
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this    eztreine    measure    is    necessary."    2 
Bishop,  Crim.  Law,  f  647.     In  the  case  of 
State  T.  Dierherger,  96  Mo.  666,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  380, 10  S.  W.  168,  it  was  said :     "These 
authors,  ancient  and  modem,  lay  down  the 
law  in  substantially  the  same  terms.    They 
show  that  the  protection  which  an  officer  is 
entitled  to  receive  is  a  different  thing  from 
self-defense.    The  officer,  when  making  an 
arrest^  may,  of  course,  defend  himself,  as 
may  any  other  person  who  is  assaulted,  but 
the    law   does   not   stop   here.    The  officer 
must   of   necessity   be   the   aggressor.    His 
mission  is  not  accomplished  when  he  wards 
off  the  assault.    He  must  press  forward  and 
accomplish  his  object.    He  is  not  bound  to 
put  off  the  arrest  until  a  more  favorable 
time.     Because  of  these  duties  devolved  up- 
on him,  the  law  throws  aroimd  him  a  special 
protection.    As  we  said  in  the  recent  case 
of  State  V.  Fuller,  96  Mo.  165,  9  S.  W.  583, 
his  duty  is  to  overcome  all  resistance  and 
bring  the  party  to  be  arrested  under  phys- 
ical restraint,  and  the  means  he  may  use 
must  be  coextensive  with  the  duty,"    State 
V.  Rose,  142  Mo.  418,  44  S.  W.  329.     But 
in   the  case  at  bar  the  deceased  was  not 
pui Hy  of  either  a  felony  or  misdemeanor, 
nor  even  of  the  violation  of  the  town  or- 
dinnnces;    and  the  court,  in  effect,  so  de- 
clared.    But   defendant   had   the   right   to 
nrrest    for    the    violation    of    a    town    or- 
dinance   committed    in    his    presence,    had 
such    been    the    case.     Deceased    had    been 
selling,  or  offering  for  sale,  fish  on  the  side- 
walks,  to  defendant's   personal   knowledge, 
and  in  his  presence,  whereupon  he  reported 
the  fact  to  the  chairman  of  the  town  board, 
who  advised  him  that  it  would  be  necessary 
to  go  and  kindly  ask  Mr.  Cox  to  take  his  fish 
off  the  sidewalk,  and,  if  he  refused  to  do 
5»o,  it  would  be  his  duty  to  remove  the  fish 
from  the  sidewalk  himself,  and,  in  case  he 
bocame  loud  or  noisy  or  swearing,  he  should 
arrest  him  for  disturbing  the  peace  of  the 
town;  and,  in  attempting  to  comply  with 
the  direction  of  the  chairman  of  the  board, 
the  homicide  occurred,  as  before  stated.     It 
thus  seems  that  defendant  had  good  reason 
to  believe  that  he  had  the  authority  to  ar- 
rest deceased,  and  if,  when  making  such  ar- 
rest, he  was  acting  in  good  faith,  and  de- 
ceased resisted,  he  had  the  right  to  apply 
force  to  accomplish   it;    and  if  it  became 
necessary  to  kill  him  to  save  his  own  life 
or  person  from  great  bodily  harm,  he  had  a 
ri|rht  to  do  so.     State  v.  MoNalli/,  87  Mo. 
644.    As  was,   in  effect,   said  in  State  v. 
Iherherper,  IKi  Mo.  666,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  380. 
10  8.  W.  168,  the  defendant  had  a  right,  ir 
his   effort  to  make  the  arrest,  to  use  all 
force  that  was  necessary  to  overcome  all  re- 
sistance, even  to  the  taking  of  life;  and,  if 
69  L.  R.  A. 


he  used  no  more  force  than  was  reasonably 
necessary  to  then  and  there  accomplish  the 
arrest,  then  he  should  be  acquitted.  But 
although  defendant  may  have  believed  he 
had  authority  to  arrest  the  deceased,  yet 
if,  in  so  doing,  he  used  more  force  than 
was  reasonably  necessary  to  accomplish  the 
arrest,  and  shot  and  killed  the  deceased  in 
malice  and  with  premeditation  because  he 
did  not  remove  his  hand  from  his  pocket 
when  commanded  to  do  so  by  defendant,  de- 
fendant was  guilty  of  murder  in  the  second 
degree,  unless  acting  in  self-defense.  But 
if  defendant  used  more  force  than  was 
reasonably  necessary  in  making  the  arrest, 
he  was  guilty  of  manslaughter  in  the  fourth 
degree.  State  v.  Rose,  142  Mo.  418,  44  S. 
W.  329.  But  no  instruction  was  asked  on 
manslaughter  in  the  fourth  degree,  nor 
was  the  court's  attention  called  to  its  fail- 
ure to  instruct  upon  the  law  of  the  case; 
hence  there  was  no  error  in  its  failure  to 
do  so.  State  v.  Cantlin,  118  Mo.  100,  23  S. 
W.  1091;  State  v.  Waters,  166  Mo.  132,  56 
S.  W.  734;  State  v.  Furgersan,  162  Mo. 
668,  63  S.  W.  101. 

Defendant  insists  that  the  court  erred  in 
refusing  to  give  the  first,  second,  third,  and 
fourth  instructions  asked  by  him.  These 
instructions  are  all  predicated  on  the  theory 
that  the  deceased  was  violating  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  town  when  defendant  attempt- 
ed to  arrest  him,  when  in  fact  there  was  no 
ordinance  prohibiting  the  sale  of  fish  on 
the  streets  of  said  town,  and  were  therefore 
properly   refused. 

Another  contention  is  that  the  informa- 
tion is  bad,  in  that  it  only  charges  man- 
slaughter in  the  fourth  degree,  if  in  fact 
it  charged  any  offense  at  all.  The  objection 
to  the  information  is  that  it  does  not  con- 
clude, "and  so  the  said  L.  N.  Dempsey, 
prosecuting  attorney  within  and  for  Chari- 
ton county,  Missouri,  as  aforesaid,  upon  his 
oath,  says  that  he,  the  said  Jasper  Coleman, 
him,  the  said  Rufus  Cox,  in  the  manner  and 
form  and  by  the  means  aforesaid,"  etc.,  but 
omits  the  words  "upon  his  oath  says,"  etc. 
Indictments  for  murdetr  concluding  sub- 
stantially the  same  way  have  frequently 
been  held  bad  by  this  court.  Stale  v. 
Meyers,  99  Mo.  107,  12  S.  W.  616;  State  v. 
Stacy,  103  Mo.  11,  15  S.  W.  147;  State  v. 
Furgerson,  152  Mo.  92,  63  S.  W.  427.  At 
common  law  all  indictments  for  murder 
were  prosecuted  by  indictment,  and  con- 
cluded as  follows:  "And  so  the  jurors 
aforesaid  upon  their  oath  aforesaid  do  say 
that  the  said  A.  B.,  him,  and  the  said  E.  F., 
in  manner  and  form  aforesaid,  feloniously, 
wilfully,  and  of  his  [own]  malice  afore- 
thought, did  kill  and  murder."  1  Whar- 
ton, Prec.  of  Indictments  &  Ple^  114;  6 
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Cliitty,  Crini.  Law,  738 ;  Kelley,  Crim.  Law 
k  Pr.  309.  In  8tate  v.  Meyers,  99  Mo.  107, 
12  S.  W.  516,  Slierwood,  J.,  in  speaking  for 
the  court,  said:  ''All  the  authorities  show 
the  proper  conclusion  of  aA  indictment  for 
murder  marks  the  feature  of  that  offense 
which  distinguishes  it  from  manslaughter. 
Without  such  conclusion,  the  previous 
words  charge  but  the  latter  offeuse.  2 
Bishop,  Criui.  Proc.  §i  536,  548,  550;  3 
Chitty,  Crim.  Law,  243,  737.  Hence  the 
importance  of  the  conclusion  in  the  count 
for  murder.  That  conclusion,  in  order  to 
be  valid,  charges  murder  as  the  result  of 
the  previously  made  allegations."  Without 
such  conclusion,  the  offense  charged  would 
be  but  manslaughter.  In  2  Hawkins,  Pleas 
of  th€^  Crown,  pp.  369,  370,  it  is  said: 
"Having  already,  in  the  chapter  of  indict- 
ments, incidentally  shown  the  principal 
points  relating  to  this  matter,  I  shall  only 
take  notice  in  this  place  that,  seeing  an 
information  differs  from  an  indictment  in 
little  more  than  this:  That  the  one  is 
found  by  the  oath  of  twelve  men,  and  the 
other  is  not  so  found,  but  is  only  the  alle- 
gation of  the  officer  who  exhibits  it,  what- 
soever certainty  is  requisite  in  an  indict- 
ment, the  same,  at  least,  is  neoessnry  also 
in  an  information;  and  consequently,  as  all 
the  material  parts  of  the  crime  must  be 
precisely  found  in  the  one,  so  must  they  be 
precisely  alleged  in  the  other,  and  not  by 
way  of  argument  or  recital."  In  State  v, 
Kelrtit  79  Mo.  615,  it  is  said  that  an  infor- 
mation differs  principally  from  an  indict- 
ment in  this:  That  an  indictment  iM  an 
accusation  found  by  the  oath  of  twelve 
men,  whereas  an  information  is  only  the 
allegation  of  the  officer  who  exhibits  it; 
citing  Bacon,  Abr.  pp.  167-170,  174;  2 
Hawk.  P.  C.  26,  f  4.  Therefore,  being  of 
the  same  dignity,  and  for  the  same  purpose, 
they  must,  in  cases  of  murder,  be  governed 
in  their  material  allegations  by  the  same 
law.  Therefore  the  information  is  invalid, 
and,  being  so,  the  question  may  be  properly 
raised  for  the  first  time  in  this  court;  and, 
while  it  cannot  be  amended  in  this  court, 
it  may  be  amended  as  to  matter  of  form  or 
substance  at  any  time  by  leave  of  court 
before  trial.  Rev.  Stat.  1899,  %  2481.  Our 
conclusion  is  that  an  information  for  mur- 
der should  conclude,  "And  so  the  prose- 
cuting  attorney   aforesaid    upon    his   oath 

does    say  that   the   said   him,    the 

said ,  in  manner  and  form,  felonious- 
ly, deliberately,  premeditatedly,  and  of  his 
malice  aforethought,  did  kill  and  murder." 
Depositing  of  the  affidavit  of  Robert  Cox 
with  the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the 
county  was  sufficient  filing,  within  the  mean- 
ing oi  i  2477,  Rev.  Stat.  1899.  But,  even 
69  L.  R.  A. 


if  it  were  not,  the  failure  of  the  clerk  to 
indorse  upon  it  'Tiled,"  and  the  date  there- 
of, was  at  most  an  irregularity  which  could 
have  been  amended  at  any  time  before  or 
during  trial,  and  cannot  be  raised  for  the 
first  time  in  this  court. 

For  these  intimations,  the  judgment  is 
reversed  and  the  cause  remanded. 

Brace,  P.  J.,  and  Fox  and  Lamm,  J  J., 

concur.  Valllant,  J.,  concurs,  except  as 
to  the  state's  fourth  instruction,  which  he  • 
thinks  is  erroneous.  Gaiitt,  J.,  concurs  in 
all  that  is  said,  except  as  to  the  form  of  the 
information,  from  which  he  dissents.  Mar* 
■liall,  J.,  absent. 

Gaiitt,  J.,  dissenting: 

As  said  by  my  learned  brother,  I  concur 
in  all  the  conclusions  reached  by  him  in  the 
foregoing  opinion,  save  and  except  that  the 
information  is  invalid  for  the  sole  reason 
that  the  prosecuting  attorney,  in  his  con- 
clusion, does  not  say,  "And  so  L.  N.  Demp- 
sey,  prosecuting  attorney  as  aforesaid,  up- 
on his  oath,  or  official  oath  doth  say,"  etc. 
It  will  be  observed  that  all  the  words  of 
a  proper  conclusion  of  an  indictment  for 
murder  are  employed  by  the  prosecuting 
attorney,  save  and  except  the  words  "upon 
his  oath,"  or  "official  oath."  There  is 
no  difference  of  opinion  amongst  us  as  to 
the  necessity  of  concluding  an  indictment 
for  murder  with  the  words,  "and  so  the 
grand  jurors,  upon  their  oath  aforesaid,  do 
say  that  he  [the  said  defendant,  naming 
him]  wilfully,  deliberately,  premeditatedly, 
and  of  his  ipalice  aforethought,  him  [the 
said  deceased,  naming  him],  in  the  manner 
and  form  and  by  the  means  aforesaid,  did 
kill  knd  murder,  against  the  peace  and  dig- 
nity of  the  state."  Such  was  the  essential 
requirement  of  the  common  law,  and  when 
the  people  of  Missouri,  in  their  organic  law, 
ordained  "that  no  person  shall,  for  felony, 
be  proceeded  against  criminally  otherwise 
than  by  indictment,"  they  meant  an  indict- 
ment as  understood  at  common  law.  I^ong 
prior  to  the  adoption  of  our  Constitution  the 
word  "indictment"  had  been  construed,  and 
was  well  understood  by  our  people;  and  it 
had  uniformly  been  held  that,  in  an  indict- 
ment for  murder,  it  was  essential  that  it 
should  conclude,  "and  so  the  grand  jurors, 
upon  their  oath,  do  say,"  etc.  The  settled 
construction  from  Coke  down  to  State  v. 
Meyers,  99  Mo.  107,  12  S.  W.  616,  I  accept, 
and  have  followed  during  my  incumbency 
here. 

The  question  here  is.  Are  those  words 
"upon  his  oath,"  or  "upon  his  official  oath/' 
as  necessary  to  a  valid  information  for  mur- 
der since  the  adoption  of  the  amendment 
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permitting  the  prosecution  of  murder  by  in- 
formation as  they  are  in  an  indictment? 
The  conclusion  of  the  majority  of  my  breth- 
ren is  that  they  are,  and  that  the  informa- 
tion in  this  case  is  invalid  for  that  reason. 
With  the  utmost  respect  for  the  judgment 
of  my  colleagues  on  this  point,  I  am  con- 
strained by  my  investigation  to  take  the 
eontraiy  view,  and  dissent.  At  the  outset, 
I  agree  that  both  at  common  law  and  un- 
der our  Constitution  an  information  should 
and  must  be  as  certain  and  definite  as  to 
its  statement  of  the  essential  facts  consti- 
tuting an  offense  as  an  indictment,  be- 
cause the  defendant  is  entitled  to  know 
the  nature  and  cause  of  the  accusation 
against  him,  in  order  to  enable  him  to  pre- 
pare his  defense.  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  p.  369; 
Wharton,  Crim.  PL  9th  ed.  f  87.  It  will 
hardly  be  controverted  that  this  informa- 
tion measures  up  strictly  to  every  requisite 
of  a  good  common-law  indictment  as  to  the 
statement  of  every  fact  necessary  to  advise 
the  defendant  of  the  nature  and  cause  of 
the  accusation  against  him.  The  only  pos- 
sible objection  urged  against  it,  or  that  can 
be  lodged  against  it,  is  that  the  prosecuting 
attorn^,  who  preferred  the  information  in 
his  official  character,  did  not  repeat  his  con- 
clusion that  "upon  his  oath"  or  "official 
oath,"  he  mftde  the  charge  of  murder. 

As  I  understand  the  reasoning  of  my 
brethren,  it  is  held  that,  because  an  indict- 
ment was  required  to  conclude  that,  "upon 
the  oath  of  the  grand  jurors,"  the  charge 
of  murder  was  made,  it  must  follow  that, 
where  an  information  is  resorted  to  by  the 
prosecuting  attorney,  he  must  conclude  by 
saying  "upon  his  oath,"  or  "official  oath," 
that  he  makes  the  charge.  I  have  already 
adverted  to  the  fact  that  we  have  held  that 
an  indictment  for  murder  must  conclude 
with  a  charge  that  the  defendant  did  kill 
and  murder,  upon  the  oath  of  the  grand  ju- 
rors, because  we  have  adopted  the  common- 
law  indictment.  The  same  reasoning  neces- 
sarily applies  to  an  information,  for,  when 
we  incorporated  an  information » in  the  Con- 
stitution, as  a  mode  of  prosecuting  felonies, 
we  likewise  imported  it  from  the  common 
law,  and,  by  the  same  token,  it  must  be 
understood  in  its  common-law  sense.  State 
V.  Kyle,  166  Mo.  303,  56  L.  R.  A.  115,  65  S. 
W.  763;  Bw  parte  Slater^  72  Mo.  102;  State 
V.  Kelm,  79  Mo.  516.  Bishop  in  his  new 
Criminal  Procedure,  Vol.  1,  4th  ed.  i  144, 
says:  '*The  criminal  information  should 
be  deemed  to  be  such,  and  such  only,  as  in 
England  is  presented  by  the  attorney  or 
solicitor  general.  This  part  of  the  English 
common  law  has  plainly  become  ours.  And 
AS,  with  us,  the  powers  which  in  England 
are  exercised  by  the  attorney  general  and 
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the  solicitor  general  are  largely  distributed 
among'  our  district  attorneys,  whose  office 
does  not  exist  in  England,  they  would  seem 
to  be  entitled,  under  our  common  law,  to 
prosecute  by  information,  as  a  right  adher- 
ing to  their  office,  and  without  leave  of 
court."  This  statement  of  Bishop  met  the 
express  sanction  of  this  court  in  State  v. 
Kyle,  166  Mo.  306,  66  L.  R.  A.  116,  65  S. 
W.  763. 

Having  settled  that  the  information  of 
our  Constitution  is  the  common-law  infor- 
mation, in  the  absence  of  a  statute  prescrib- 
ing a  form  or  additional  safeguards,  let  us 
inquire  what  was  the  form  of  the  common- 
law  information.  A  form  for  an  informa- 
tion for  murder  at  common  law  is  not  to 
be  found,  bedause  murder  was  prosecuted 
by  indictment  of  a  grand  jury;  but  obvi- 
ously it  was  the  purpose  of  the  people,  in 
adopting  information  as  a  method  of  pro- 
cedure, to  adopt  the  common-law  informa- 
tion, as  far  as  applicable  to  the  prosecu- 
tion of  felonies.  Nowhere  in  the  criminal 
informations  of  the  common  law  was  the 
attorney  general  or  solicitor  general  or  the 
Crown  officer  of  the  King  required  to  allege 
that  "upon  his  oath  of  office,"  or  "upon  his 
official  oath,"  he  gave  the  court  to  under- 
stand and  be  informed  that  an  offense  had 
been  committed.  Mr.  .Bishop,  in  his  first 
volume  of  New  Criminal  Procedure,  §  712, 
says  "that  only  in  formal  parts,  at  the  be- 
ginning and  close,  does  this  information  dif- 
fer from  an  indictment."  But  it  does  differ 
in  these  respects.  The  reason,  I  submit,  is 
this:  When  the  attorney  general  in  En.Q:- 
land  filed  his  information,  he  did  so  virtu tr 
officii,  and  it  was  an  official  act;  and  the 
courts  took  ea  officio  notice  of  his  office, 
and  of  his  right  to  file  and  prosecute  the 
offense  without  leave  of  the  court.  As  the 
law  never  requires  a  useless  thing,  why 
should  he  have  been  required  to  state  that 
his  official  act  was  under  his  official  oath? 
The  answer  is,  the  courts  of  England  never 
required  him  to  allege  that  he  preferred  an 
information  upon  his  oath  of  office.  When- 
ever he  filed  an  information,  it  was  his  of- 
ficial act,  and  was  done  under  the  sanction 
of  his  oath  of  office;  and  so  I  say  the  same 
official  character  is  stamped  upon  the  infor- 
mation filed  by  the  prosecuting  attorneys. 
The  courts  are  bound  to  recognize  their  offi- 
cial acts,  without  alleging  the  nontravers- 
able  statement  that  they  have  filed  their  in- 
formations under  their  oaths  of  office.  Our 
statute  (Rev.  Stat.  1899,  $  25.35)  provide?f 
that  no  indictment  or  information  shall  bp 
deemed  invalid  for  want  of  the  averment  of 
any  matter  not  necessary  to  be  proved.  Every 
circuit  court  is  bound  to  take  judicial  notice 
of  the  incumbent  of  the  office  ofurosecuting 
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attorney  in  the  counties  in  which  it  is  held, 
and  it  is  entirely  unnecessary  to  prove  the 
prosecuting  attorney's  title  to  the  office,  or 
that  what  he  asserts  as  such  officer  is  un- 
der his  oath  of  office.  State  v.  Sickle,  Bray- 
ton  (Vt)  132;  Territory  v.  Cutinola,  4  N. 
M.  305,  14  Pac.  809;  3  Burn,  Justice  of  the 
Peace,  911;  1  Chitty,  Grim.  Law,  845,  847. 
In  Kelm*8  Case,  79  Mo.  516,  it  wa*  pointed 
out  that  "the  text-books  are  uniform  in  de- 
fining an  information  to  be  an  accusation  or 
complaint  exhibited  against  a  person  for 
some'  criminal  offense,  'either  immediately 
against  the  King,  or  against  a  private  per- 
son, which,  from  its  enormity  or  .dangerous 
tendency,  the  public  good  requires  should 
be  restrained  and  punished,  and  differs  prin- 
cipally from  an  indictment  in  this:  That 
an  indictment  is  an  accusation  found  by  the 
oath  of  twelve  men,  whereas  an  information 
is  only  the  allegation  of  the  officer  who  ex- 
hibits it.'  5  Bacon,  Abr.  pp.  167,  170,  172; 
2  Hawk.  P.  C.  chap.  26,  i  4."  The  usual 
and  accepted  formula  was  that  the  attorney 
general,  or  the  solicitor  general  if  the  office 
of  attorney  general  was  vacant,  and  in  cer- 
tain cases  the  Crown  officer  in  the  King's 
bench  as  a  matter  of  right,  and  without 
leave  of  court,  filed  the  information,  and,  in 
behalf  of  the  King,  "gave  the  court  to  under- 
stand and  be  informed  that  the  defendant, 
at,'*  etc.,  committed  the  particular  offense. 
It  was  required  that  he  state  with  certainty 
all  the  material  parts  of  the  alleged  crime, 
and  not  by  way  of  argument  or  recital,  but 
it  was  not  necessary  for  him  to  state  that  he 
made  such  allegations  under  his  official  oath, 
either  in  the  commencement  or  conclusion 
of  his  information.  Whereas,  as  the  grand 
jury  could  only  make  their  presentment 
under  their  oath,  it  was  essential  that  their 
indictment  should  show  that  they  charged 
the  defendant  by  virtue  of  their  oath.  As 
said  by  Judge  Sherwood  in  State  v.  Meyers, 
99  Mo.,  loc.  cit.  116,  12  S.  W.  518:  "Of 
course,  if  a  crime  is  to  be  charged,  it  must 
be  done  by  the  grand  jurors  upon  their 
oaths.  It  does  not  appear  that  the  grand 
jurors  have  charged  murder  in  the  conclu- 
sion before  us."  In  that  case  the  conclu- 
sion altogether  omitted  any  charge  by  the 
grand  jurors  under  their  oath,  but  merely 
stated,  "and  so  said  Charles  Meyers  and 
John  Bogard  in  manner  and  form,"  etc. 
Whereas  in  this  case  the  conclusion  is,  "And 
so  the  said  L.  N.  Dempsey,  prosecuting  at- 
torney within  and  for  .Chariton  county, 
Missouri,  as  aforesaid,  says  that  he,  the 
said  Jasper  Coleman,  him,  the  said  Rufus 
Cox,  in  the  manner  and  form  and  by  the 
means  aforesaid,  feloniously,  wilfully,  de- 
liberately, premeditatedly,  and  of  his  malice 
aforethought,  at  the  county  of  Chariton,  in 
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the  state  of  Missouri,  on  tbe  8th  day  of  Au- 
gust, 1903,  did  kill  and  murder,  against  the 
peace  and  dignity  of  the  state."  The  only 
omission,  therefore,  that  can  be  suggested, 
is  ther  failure  to  state  that  *'upon  his  oath 
aforesaid"  he  makes  said  information  and 
charge.  It  was  pointed  out  in  Rew  y. 
Wilkes,  4  Burr.  2527,  by  Lord  Mansfield, 
that  there  is  a  difference  between  informa- 
tions and  indictments.  Indictments  are 
found  upon  the  oaths  of  a  grand  jury, 
and  can  only  be  amended  by  themselves. 
Whereas,  "informations  are  as  declarations 
in  the  King's  suit."  I  have,  after  the  most 
careful  research,  been  unable  to  find  any 
case  in  which  at  common  law  it  was  ruled 
that  it  was  essential  to  the  validity  of  an 
information  that  the  attorney  general  or 
solicitor  general  or  the  Crown  officer  of  the 
King's  bench  should  state  that  he  made  his 
charge  "upon  his  oath,"  or  "official  oath;" 
and,  as  we  have  no  statute  prescribing  such 
a  form,  I  think  it  should  be  ruled  that  such 
an  allegation  is  not  essential,  and  that  this 
objection  to  this  information  is  not  tenable. 
That  the  prosecuting  attorneys  of  the  sev- 
eral counties  in  this  state  may  prosecute 
by  information,  as  a  right  adhering  to  their 
office,  and  without  leave  of  the  court,  is 
now  the  accepted  law  of  this  state.  State 
V.  Kelm,  79  Mo.  616,  517;  State  v.  Rans- 
herger,  106  Mo.  145,  17  S.  W.  290;  State  v. 
Kyle,  160  Mo.  303,  50  L.  R.  A.  115,  65  S. 
W.  763.  Prosecuting  attorneys  are  officers 
whose  duties  and  terms  of  office  are  pre- 
scribed by  law,  and  the  several  courts  take 
judicial  knowledge  of  the  incumbent  of  this 
office  in  the  several  counties.  When,  there- 
fore, a  prosecuting  attorney  files  an  infor- 
mation in  a  criminal  cnuse.  he  is  presumed 
to  do  so  by  virtue  of  his  office,  and  it  is  not 
necessary  for  him  to  allege  his  right  to  do 
so.  As  he  is  authorized  by  his  official  posi- 
tion to  file  an  information  and  prosecute 
the  alleged  offender,  the  presumption  is 
that  when,  as  in  this  case,  he  informs  the 
court  in  his  official  character,  as  prosecut- 
ing attorney,  it  should  be  held  that  what  he 
alleges  is  under  and  by  virtue  of  his  oath 
of  office;  and  no  good  reason  can  be  seen 
why  he  should  allege  that  he  makes  the  in- 
formation upon  his  oath,  or  official  oath, 
as  the  very  filing  in  his  official  character 
necessarily  implies  that  he  does  so  in  obe- 
dience to  the  obligations  of  his  official  oath, 
and  in  the  performance  of  the  duties  of  his 
office.  As  already  said,  the  information  in 
this  case  having  been  made  by  the  prose- 
cuting attorney  in  his  official  character,  it 
would  add  nothing  to  the  security  of  the 
defendant  for  that  officer  to  state  that  he 
charged  the  defendant  with  the  offense  up- 
on his   oath   as   such  officer.     All   that  he 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1905. 


State  v.  Coleman. 


.389 


alleges,  all  that  he  charges,  must  he  con- 
clusively presumed  to  be  upon  that  oath, 
which  was  one  of  the  prerequisites  to  his 
qualifications  for  the  office  itself. 

To  guard  against  groundless  and  vindio- 
tive  prosecutions,  uid  to  secure  good  faith 
in  the  institution  of  criminal  proceedings, 
the  general  assembly  has  required  the  in- 
formation to  be  verified  by  the  prosecuting 
attorney  or  some  competent  witness;  but 
I  submit  this  is  the  only  requirement  of  an 
oath  by  the  prosecuting  attorney,  and  that 
nowhere  is  he  required  to,  state  in  the 
body  of  his  information  that  it  ia  under 
oath,  or  official  oath. 


Fannie  R.  MARKOWITZ,  Reapt, 

V, 

METROPOLITAN      STREET      RAILWAY 
COMPANY,   Appt. 

(186  Mo.  350.) 

1.  Tbe  owner  of  a  waffon,  aeated  be- 
side the  drl-rer  whom  he  employs,  la 
chariseaMe  with  the  driver's  neflrll- 
irenoe  in  attempting  to  cross  a  street  car 
track  in  front  of  an  approaching  car  which 
is  in  plain  sight. 

S.  It  is  nepllirence  to  attempt  to  drive 
across  a  street  car  track  in  dangerous 
proximity  to  an  approaching  car  which  Is  in 
plain  sight,  whether  the  car  is  actually  seen 
or  not. 

S.  A  motormaa  la  charge  of  a  street 
car,  vpon  seelna:  a  waffon  approach- 
ins  the  track,  has  the  right  to  presume  that 
the  driver  will  use  his  senses  to  avoid  driving 
onto  the  track  in  front  of  the  car. 

4.  To  hold  a  street  car  company  liable 
for  the  results  of  a  collision  with  a 
team  attempting  to  cross  the  track  in  front 
of  a  car  notwithstanding  the  negligence  of 
the  driver,  those  in  charge  of  the  car  must 
have  heen  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  or  reck- 
less and  wanton  conduct. 

(December  22,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Jackson  County 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  lo 
recover   damages   for   personal   injuries   al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
>  negligence.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Jobn  H.  Iiuoas  for  appellant. 
Messrs.  Iieoii  Block  and  William   C. 
Hock,  for  respondent: 

Respondent's  negligence,  if  she  was  neg- 

NoTE. — ^For  other  cases  in  this  series  as  to 
impoting  negligence  of  driver  to  person  injured 
while  driving  with  him,  see  Nlsbet  ▼.  Garner, 
1  L.  R.  A.  152,  and  note;  Becke  v.  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  9  L.  R.  A.  157.  and  note;  TJnIon  P.  R. 
Co.  ▼.  Lapsley,  16  L.  R.  A.  800;  Mullen  t. 
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ligent,  in  not  observing  the  approaching  car, 
does  not  relieve  the  appellant  of  liability 
where  the  motorman  saw  respondent  in  a 
perilous  situation  in  time  to  have  avoided 
injuring  her. 

Bunyan  v.  Citizens** R.  Co.  127  Mo.  12,  29 
S.  W.  842;  Klockenbrinh  v.  8t.  Louis  d 
M.  River  R.  Co.  172  Mo.  678,  72  S.  W.  900. 
Respondent's  perilous  situation  is  not 
confined  to  the  time  her  horse  came  upon 
appellant's  track.  It  arose  the  moment  the 
motorman  saw  the  respondent  approaching 
the  track  in  a  manner  indicating  that  she 
was  intending  to  cross  in  front  of  a  near 
approaching  car,  which  she  seemingly  did 
not  see. 

Bunyan  v.  Citizens*  R.  Co.  127  Mo.  12,  20 
S.  W.  842;  Ennis  v.  Union  Depot  R.  Co.  15.5 
Mo.  20,  55  S.  W.  878;  Klockenhrinh  v.  8t. 
Louis  d  M.  River  R.  Co.  172  Mo.  678,  72  S. 
W.  900;  Jackson  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft.  8.  d 
M.  R.  Co.  157  Mo.  621,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  650. 
58  S.  W.  32. 

This  accident  was  not  the  result  of  mu- 
tual or  concurring  negligent  acts  of  the  re- 
spondent and  the  motorman.  The  causal 
connection  between  respondent's  negligence 
and  her  resulting  injuries  ceased  the  mo- 
ment the  motorman  observed  her  in  a  posi- 
tion of  peril  and  in  time  to  have  avoided 
the  injury  to  her. 

Watson  V.  Mound  City  Street  R.  Co.  133 
Mo.  251,  34  S.  W.  573:  Bunyan  v.  Citizens* 
R.  Co.  127  Mo.  12,  29  S.  W.  842. 
On  motion  for  rehearing. 
In  declaring  the  law  to  be  that  the  motor- 
man  must  not  only  have  been  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence, but  of  gross  negligence,  or  reckless 
or  canton  conduct,  after  discovering  plain- 
tilT's  peril,  the  decision  is  contrary  to — 

Sullivan  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  117  Mo. 
214,  23  S.  W.  149;  Kreis  v.  Missouri  P.  R. 
Co.  131  Mo.  533,  30  S.  W.  310,  33  S.  W.  64, 
1150;  Morgan  v.  Wabash  R.  Co.  159  Mo. 
262,  60  S,  W.  195;  KlockenbHnh  v,  St. 
Louis  d  M.  River  R.  Co.  172  Mo.  678,  72  S. 
VV.  900;  Moore  ▼.  Undell  R,  Co.  176  Mo. 
529,  75  S.  W.  672;  Dlauhi  v.  St.  Louis,  L 
M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  139  Mo.  291,  40  S.  W.  890; 
n anion  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  104  Mo.  390, 
16  S.  W.  233 ;  Reardon  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co. 
114  Mo.  385,  21  S.  W.  731. 

Even  if  this  court  should  insist  that  it 
must  be  shown  that  the  motorman  was 
grossly  negligent,  would  not  any  neglect 
whatever  in  operating  and  guiding  an  elec- 

Owosso,  23  L.  R.  A.  698;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
McLeod,  52  L.  R.  A.  954 ;  Kopllts  v.  St.  Paul, 
58  L.  R.  A.  74;  Neal  v.  Rendall,  63  L.  R.  A. 
068;  Duval  v.  Atlantic  Coast  Line  R.  Co.  65 
L.  R.  A  722. 
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trie  car  through  a  crowded  market  street 
be  gross  neglect? 

Cohh  V.  St.  Louis  d  E,  R.  Co.  149  Mo. 
627,  50  S.  W.  894;  Hanlon  v.  Missouri  P. 
B.  Co.  104  Mo.  390,  16  S.  W.  233;  Klocken- 
brink  v.  8t.  Louis  d  M.  River  R.  Co,  172 
Mo.  679,  72  S.  W.  900. 

Valliantf  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Plaintiff  alleges  that  she  suffered  a  per- 
sonal injury  in  consequence  of  a  collison 
between  a  wagon  in  which  she  was  riding 
and  a  street  car.  of  defendant.  She  sues  for 
$5,000  damages,  alleging  that  the  collision 
was   the    result   of   defendant's   negligence. 

The  scene  of  the  accident  was  in  Fifth 
street,  between  Walnut  and  Main,  in  Kan- 
sas City.  Fifth  street  runs  east  and  west; 
Walnut  and  Main  cross  it  at  right  angles, 
running  north  and  south ;  Walnut  is  east  of 
Main.  Between  Walnut  and  Main  streets, 
and  parallel  to  them,  is  an  alley  which  also 
crosses  Fifth  street  at  right  angles.  De- 
fendant operates  a  double  track  street  rail- 
road along  Fifth  street;  a  car  going  west 
runs  on  the  north  track,  crossing  Walnut, 
the  alley,  and  Main  street.  Just  west  of 
the  alley  on  the  north  side  of  Fifth  street  is 
the  city  market. 

On  December  24,  1901,  the  plaintiff  was 
seated  beside  the  driver,  a  colored  man,  on 
the  driver's  seat,  on  an  open  one-horse 
spring  wagon,  driving  through  the  alley 
northward,  aiming  for  the  market  house. 
They  emerged  from  the  alley  on  the  south 
side  of  Fifth  street,  drove  across  the  south 
track,  and,  just  as  the  front  wheel  of  the 
wagon  got  on  or  sufficiently  near  the  sputh 
rail  of  the  north  track,  a  car  of  defendant 
going  west  struck  the  wagon  with  a  blow 
sufficient  to  break  the  shaft  from  the  azlo 
on  that  side,  and  the  jar  caused  the  plain- 
tiff's injury.  She  testified  that  the  car 
struck  the  wagon,  "and  it  jolted  very  hard, 
and  I  went  on  the  end  of  the  seat,  and  that 
gave  me  an  awful  pain  in  the  back,  and  I 
felt  kind  of  funny  in  my  whole  body. 
Otherwise  I  would  have  went  over  on  the 
left  side  on  the  street,  but  the  colored  boy 
held  me  back.  And  he  helped  me  down 
from    the    wagon;    I    couldn't    sit    there.'* 

The  petition  alleges  negligence  in  four 
specifications:  "First,  the  motorman  of 
said  defendant  in  charge  of  said  car  negli- 
gently failed  to  stop  the  same  in  time  to 
avoid  said  collision,  which  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  he  might  have  done. 
Second,  the  servants  of  said  defendant  in 
charge  of  said  car  negligently  failed  to  ring 
any  bells,  or  to  give  other  warning  of  the 
approach  of  said  car.  Third,  the  motorman 
69  L.  R.  A. 


of  said  defendant  in  charge  of  said  car  neg- 
ligently failed  to  keep  a  vigilant  watch 
ahead,  and  negligently  failed  to  observ<» 
said  wagon  on  or  approaching  said  nortli 
track  in  a  position  of  danger  in  time  to 
have  stopped  said  car  and  thereby  avoid 
said  collision,  which  said  motorman  might 
have  done  had  he  been  exercising  or- 
dinary care.  Fourth,  the  motorman  of  said 
defendant  in  charge  of  said  car  negligently 
failed  to  stop  the  same  within  a  reasonable 
time  after  he  saw,  or  by  exercising  ordinary 
care  might  have  seen,  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion of  this  plaintiff." 

The  testimony  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff 
tended  to  prove  as  follows:  It  was  a  clear 
winter  day.  The  car  going  west  stopped  at 
Walnut  street  to  take  on  some  passengers, 
and  then  moved  on  its  course.  It  was  go- 
ing slowly^  not  to  exceed  4  miles  an  hour. 
The  street  was  crowded  with  vehicles  and 
people.  The  wagon  on  which  the  plaintiff 
was  riding  came  out  of  the  alley  into  Fifth 
street,  aiming  northward  across  the  tracks. 
The  driver  testified:  "When  we  was  com- 
ing out  through  the  alley  between  Walnut 
and  Main  we  didn't  see  any  car  at  all;  but 
when  we  got  on  the  second  track  we  seen 
the  car  about  as  far  as  from  here  over  there. 
.  .  .  I  couldn't  tell  exactly  how  far; 
but,  anyhow,  we  were  beckoning  him  to  stop, 
.  .  .  for  him  to  hold  up,  because  I 
couldn't  go  either  forward  or  back ;  the  peo- 
ple was  ahead  of  me  in  the  crowd,  and  wag- 
ons behind  me.  ...  He  just  came  right 
on  up  and  hit  the  wagon,  and  broke  the  shaft 
loose,  and  jostled  us  both  up."  Witness 
said  he  did  not  stop  or  check  up  at  all  when 
he  came  into  the  street  from  the  alley,  and 
was  going  tolerably  fast  when  he  got  on  the 
north  track;  he  was  aiming  to  get  out  of 
the  crowd.  The  car  stopped  in  almost  the 
same  instant  that  it  struck  the  wagon.  It 
shoved  the  wagon  about  2  feet.  The  plain- 
tiff herself  testified  that  they  saw  no  car 
until  they  were  on  the  second  track,— tho 
north  track.  She  said:  "It  was  awfully 
crowded  with  people,  and  we  looked,  and,  of 
course,  1  did  not  see  any  car  at  all.  Of 
course,  there  was  so  many  people  in  front  of 
us,  and  we  drove  right  in;  and  when  we  got 
to  the  second  track  I  saw  the  car,  and  hal- 
looed and  screamed  as  much  as  possible,  and 
it  looks  to  me  like  there  was  a  car  that 
struck  the  wagon,  and  it  jolted  very  hard." 
She  was  asked  how  far  the  car  was  from 
her  when  she  hallooed  to  the  motorman. 
She  said:  "About  as  far  as  from  here  to 
that  wall ;  about  25  feet ;  I  couldn't  tell  you 
exactly.  I  began  to  make  motions  and  to 
halloo  and  scream,  and  the  rest  of  the  people 
right   in   front   of   our   wagon   they   began 
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to  make  motions  to  the  motor  man,  and 
he  waB  keeping  on  going  slowly."  She 
said  that  when  they  came  out  of  the  alley 
they  saw  no  car;  that  they  could  not  see 
either  east  or  west  more  than  25  feet;  and 
when  asked  to  explain  why  she  could  not 
see  farther,  seated  as  she  was  ahove  the 
heads  of  the  people  on  the  driver's  seat  in 
the  wagon  she  said  she  could  not  explain  it, 
but  that  25  feet  east  or  west  was  as  far  as 
she  could  see.  Her  attention  was  called  to 
her  statements  on  a  former  examination  in 
which  she  was  asked  if  she  could  not  see  for 
the  distance  of  half  a  block,  her  answer  be- 
ing, ''I  suppose  so;  I  couldn't  tell  exactly; 
I  saw  quite  a  distance;''  to  which  she  re- 
plied#  <^ell,  that  is  25  feet."  She  testified 
that  her  eyesight  was  good.  She  and  the 
negro  driver  of  her  wagon  testified  that 
they  did  not  hear  any  bell  or  gong.  There 
was  testimony  tending  to  show  that  the  jar 
of  the  collision  caused  serious  injury  to  the 
plaintiff.  At  the  close  of  the  plaintiff's  ev- 
idence the  defendant  asked  an  instruction 
in  the  nature  of  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence, 
which  the  court  refused,  and  exception  was 
taken. 

On  the  part  of  defendant  the  testimony 
tended  to  prove  as  follows:  The  car  stopped 
at  Walnut,  and  then  moved  on  westward, 
.going  slowly.  It  was  a  fine,  clear  day,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  one  seeing  the 
•car  coming  distant  a  block  away.  The 
track  was  slippery  at  that  point;  it  was 
•downgrade,  and  the  motorman  was  moving 
cautiously.  The  wagon  came  out  of  the  al- 
ley, the  horse  going  at  a  trot,  aiming 
straight  across  the  tracks,  the  driver  and 
the  plaintiff  looking  to  the  west.  The  mo- 
torman saw  the  wagon  coming,  and  at  once 
began  ringing  his  gong,  and,  when  it  seemed 
as  if  the  driver  intended  to  cross  the  north 
track  in  front  of  the  car,  the  motorman  con- 
tinued sounding  the  gong,  hallooed  at  the 
driver,  applied  his  brakes,  reversed  the  pow- 
der, turned  on  the  sand,  and  used  all  the 
means  at  hand  to  stop  the  car,  and  had 
brought  it  almost  to  a  stop  when  the  colli- 
sion occurred. 

The  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury.  The 
verdict  was  for  the  defendant.  The  court 
sustained  the  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  new 
trial  on  the  ground  that  it  had  erred  in  giv- 
ing certain  instructions  for  defendant.  De- 
fendant appeals. 

If  it  should  be  conceded  that  the  defend- 
ant was  guilty  of  negligence  in  either  of  the 
three  particulars  first  specified  in  the  peti- 
tion, still  the  plaintiff  would  not  be  entitled 
to  recover  in  consequence  thereof,  because 
her  own  negligence  contributed  to  produce 
the  result.  It  was  her  wagon,  the  driver 
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was  her  servant,  and  his  negligence  is 
chargeable  to  her.  The  plaintiff  and  her 
driver  both  testified  that  they  did  not  see 
the  car  that  struck  them  until  they  were  on 
the  north  track.  The  car  was  there  in 
plain  view  to  be  seen  by  anyone  who  w^ould 
look,  and,  if  they  did  not  see  it,  it  was  be- 
cause they  did  not  use  their  eyes.  There  is 
no  suggestion  of  an  excuse  in  the  record  for 
their  failure  to  see  the  car.  The  motorman 
saw  the  wagon  as  soon  as  it  came  out  of  the 
alley,  and  he  was  in  no  better  position  to 
see  the  wagon  than  were  the  plaintiff  and 
her  driver  to  see  the  car.  If  the  driver  saw 
the  car  coming  (and,  even  in  the  face  of  his 
assertion  to  the  contrary,  it  is  as  probable 
under  the  circumstances  that  he  did  as  that 
he  did  not),  yet  ventured  to  cross  in  such 
dangerous  proximity  to  the  car,  it  was  fail- 
ure to  observe  that  degree  of  care  that  an 
ordinarily  prudent  person  in  his  situation 
would  have  observed.  If  he  did  not  see  it. 
it  was  because  he  did  not  look,  and  the  act 
of  not  seeing,  for  that  reason,  was  as  negli- 
gent as  an  act  of  seeing  and  not  heeding. 
It  is  unnecessary  to  decide,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances of  this  case,  whether  the  car  or 
the  wagon  had  the  right  of  way,  because,  if 
it  should  be  conceded  that  the  wagon  had 
the  right  of  way  (which  is  not  even  con- 
tended), and  that,  as  soon  as  the  motorman 
saw  the  wagon  emerge  from  the  alley  and 
attempt  to  cross  the  street,  he  ought  to 
have  stopped  his  car,  yet  kept  on  in  his 
course,  still  the  driver  of  the  wagon,  seeing 
the  car  coming  (or  shutting  his  eyes  so  he 
could  not  see),  and  knowing  that  it  could 
not  stop  as  quickly  as  the  horse  could,  was 
guilty  of  negligence  in  driving  immediately 
in  front  of  it,  or  so  close  to  it  as  to  render  a 
collision  inevitable,  or,  if  not  inevitable,  at 
least  not  improbable. 

Counsel  for  respondent  in  their  brief 
seem  to  rely  more  on  the  fourth  specifica- 
tion of  negligence  in  the  petition  than  the 
three  preceding;  that  is,  that  the  motorman 
failed  to  stop  the  car  "within  a  reasonable 
time  after  he  saw,  or  by  the  exercise  of  rea- 
sonable care  might  have  seen,  the  dangerous 
situation  of  the  plaintiff."  The  motorman 
saw  the  wagon  when  it  first  came  out  of  the 
alley,  and  saw  the  course  the  driver  was 
aiming  to  take.  He  saw  that  the  driver 
and  the  plaintiff  had  their  faces  turned  to 
the  west  as  they  crossed  the  south  track, 
and,  if  the  motorman  drew  any  inference 
from  that  fact,  the  natural  inference  was 
that  they  were  taking  proper  care,  because 
the  danger  they  were  in  while  crossing  the 
south  track  was  from  a  car  coming  from 
the  west,  and  the  motorman  had  a  right  to 
infer  that  when  they  had  passed  over  th« 
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Bouth  track,  and  were  approaching  and 
about  to  enter  upon  the  north  track,  they 
would,  for  the  same  reason,  turn  their  faces 
to  the  east.  Turning  from  the  west  to  the 
east  was  but  the  occupation  of  a  moment,  a 
space  of  time  too  short  to  be  measured.  But 
whether  he  noticed  how  their  faces  were  in 
fact  turned,  and  drew  inferences  therefrom 
or  not,  he  saw  the  wagon  and  the  driver, 
and  the  course  they  were  taking,  and  he  had 
the  right  to  presume  that  the  driver  would 
use  his  senses.  Even  though  he  saw  the 
horse  approach  close  to  the  north  track,  yet 
if  he  still  presumed  that  the  driver  would  ex- 
ercise the  care  that  a  man  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence and  common  sense  in  his  situation 
would  exercise,  and  stop  until  the  car  would 
pass,  we  cannot  say  with  certainty  that  he 
was  guilty  of  negligence  in  acting  on  that 
presumption.  And  even  if  it  could  be  said 
that  under  those  circumRtances  a  question 
at  least  of  negligence  arises,  which,  as  a 
question  of  fact,  ought  to  be  submitted  to 
the  jury,  still  we  cannot  say  that  it  is  a  ques- 
tion of  such  gross  negligence  or  reckless  or 
wanton  conduct  as  justifies  the  court  in 
submitting  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  or 
not  the  plaintiflF  ought  to  recover  in  spite  of 
■  her  own  negligence.  It  requires  more  than 
the  showing  of  a  mere  possibility  that  the 
accident  might  have  been  avoided  in  order 
to  bring  a  case  within  the  humanitarian 
doctrine  announced  in  Kellny  v.  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  101  Mo.  67,  8  L.  R.  A.  783.  13  S.  W. 
806;  Morgan  v,' Wabash  R.  Co.  169  Mo.  262, 
60  S.  W.  196,  and  Klockenbrink  v.  St.  Louis 
d  M.  River  R.  Co.  172  Mo.  678,  72  S.  W. 
900.  If  it  be  conceded  that  the  plaintiff's 
evidence  tends  to  show  that  the  defendant 
was  guilty  of  any  negligence  at  all,  it  is  the 
utmost  that  can  be  claimed  tor  it,  while  it 
shows  the  negligence  of  her  driver  very 
much  more  conspicuously.  Though  the 
street  may  have  been  crowded,  yet  there  was 
nothing  to  prevent  him  from  stopping  un- 
til the  car  could  pass.  Even  the  horse 
showed  a  more  intelligent  appreciation  of 
the  situation  than  did  the  driver,  because, 
when  it  was  attempted  to  urge  him  onto  the 
north  track  in  the  face  of  the  danger,  he 
shied  as  far  to  the  west  as  he  could,  and 
thus  saved  himself  from  being  struck. 
69  L.  E.  A. 


An  argument  is  built  upon  the  estimates 
of  witnesses  as  to  the  distance  the  car  was 
from  the  horse  when  he  got  on  the  north 
track  and  the  distance  in  which  it  was  possi- 
ble to  have  stopped  the  car  after  the  motor- 
man  saw  the  horse  on  that  track,  and  the 
conclusion  is  drawn  that  the  car  was  20  or 
25  feet  distant,  and  could  have  been  stopped 
in  16  feet.  No  witness  measured  any  dis- 
tance, and  no  one  pretended  to  speak  with 
precision;  under  the  excitement  and  confu- 
sion of  the  occurrences  the  so-called  esti- 
mates were  little,  if  any,  better  than  guess- 
es. So  far  as  the  plaintiff's  estimate  of  the 
distance  is  concerned,  she  showed  by  her 
answers,  when  she  was  asked  as  to  the  dis- 
tance she  could  see  when  elevated  on  the  seat 
of  the  open  wagon,  that  her  faculty  in  meas- 
uring distances  by  the  eye  was  not  great. 
Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  place  reliance  as  to 
this  point  on  the  testimony  of  the  motor- 
man  as  helping  out  his  case.  But  the  mo- 
torman  spoke  with  no  precision  on  that  sub- 
ject,— said,  in  fact,  he  could  not  do  so;  but 
he  did  speak  with  precision  when  he  said 
that  the  moment  he  saw  that  the  horse  was 
coming  on  the  north  track  he  reversed  the 
power,  applied  the  brake,  turned  sand  on 
the  track,  and  stopped  the  car  in  the  short- 
est time  and  space  possible. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  authorities  to 
sustain  the  conclusion  that  under  the  plain- 
tiff's own  evidence  in  this  case  she  was  not 
entitled  to  recover.  And  since,  in  no  view 
of  the  case,  could  a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff 
be  sustained,  it  is  unnecessary  to  look  at 
the  instructions.  Whether  the  instructions 
were  right  or  wrong,  the  verdict  was  for  the 
right  party;  it  was  the  only  verdict  that 
the  evidence  warranted.  The  court  there- 
fore erred  in  granting  a  new  trial. 

The  judgment  granting  a  new  trial  is  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  remanded  with  direc- 
tions to  the  Circuit  Court  to  overrule  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  and  enter  judgment 
for  the  defendant  on  the  verdict. 

All  concur,  except  Robinson,  J.,  absent. 
Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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NEW  JERSEY  COURT  OF  ERRORS  AND  APPEALS. 


George  W.  SLACK  et  al,  Appia., 

V. 

Eliza  E.  REES,  Beapt. 


( N.  J. 


.) 


A   deed   ^prltliout   po^ver    of   revocation, 

from  a  parent  who  Is  incapacitated  physical- 
ly, and  weak  mentally,  to  his  daughter,  who 
has  for  some  time  had  the  care  of  him,  made 
without  the  bencQt  of  competent  and  inde- 
pendent advice,  will  be  set  aside  by  equity. 

(Noyember   15,   1904.) 

APPEAL  by  complainants  from  a  decree 
of  the  Chancery  Court  in  favor  of  de- 
fendant in  a  suit  brought  to  set  aside  a 
deed.    Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Aaron  V.  Dawes  for  appellants. 
Mr,  Edwin  R.  Walker  for  respondent. 

Gnmmere,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  two  complainants  and  the  defendant 
are  the  only  children  and  heirs  at  law  of 
George  H.  Slack,  deceased,  who  died  on  the 
13th  day  of  August,  1902,  at  the  age  of 
sixty-eight  years.  On  the  day  before  his 
death  he  executed  a  deed  to  his  daughter, 
Mrs.  Rees,  conveying  to  her  two  houses  and 
lots  in  the  city  of  Trenton.  He  owned  no 
other  real  estate,  and  his  personal  estate 
was  insufficient  for  the  payment  of  his  debts. 
His  sons  seek  to  have  the  conveyance  set 
aside  and  declared  void  upon  the  following 
grounds:  That  their  father  lacked  mental 
capacity  to  make  the  deed,  that' it  was  the 
product  of  undue  inliuence  exercised  by 
their  sister  upon  him,  and  that,  in  making 
the  deed,  he  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  com- 
petent and  independent  advice. 

The  deceased,  for  a  number  of  years  before 
bis  death,  suffered  from  the  disease  known 
as  ''locomotor  ataxia."  Bythe  progress  of  the 
disease  his  physical  powers  became  gradual- 
ly weakened,  and  his  mental  powers  also 
were  somewhat  affected.  But,  although  his 
mind  was  somewhat  weakened,  we  fully  con- 
cur in  the  conclusion  of  the  learned  vice 
chancellor,  who  heard  the  case  below,  that  he 
retained  sufficient  mental  capacity  to  dis- 
pose of  his  property. 

The  second  ground  of  attack  upon  the  con- 
veyance— ^that  it  was  the  product  of  undue 
influence — ^presents  a  more  difficult  question. 


^OTB. — Am  to  effect  of  settlor's  failure  to  un- 
dersUnd  the  legal  import  of  his  act,  see  RIcards 
V.  Safe  Deposit  &  T.  Co.  63  L.  R.  A.  145. 

As  to  power  to  revoke  voluntary  settlements, 
«(ee  Neisler  v.  Pearsall,  62  L.  R.  A.  874,  and 
'  note. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


For  a  period  of  nearly  three  months  prior  to 
his  death  he  was  an  inmate  of  his  daugh- 
ter's home.  He  was,  during  all  that  time, 
dependent  upon  her  for  the  care  and  service 
which  a  man  in  his  weakened  physical  and 
mental  condition  constantly  requires.  The 
normal  relation  of  parent  and  child,  as  it 
had  existed  in  earlier  years,  had  been  re- 
versed, and  the  daughter  had  become  the 
guardian  of  the  father.  In  this  situation  the 
law  presumes  that  a  gift  made  by  the  parent 
to  the  child  is  the  product  of  undue  influ- 
ence, and  casts  upon  the  latter  the  burden 
of  proving  the  contrary.  It  was  considered 
by  the  vice  chancellor,  before  whom  the  case 
was  tried,  that  she  had  discharged  this  bur- 
den. After  a  careful  review  of  the  testimony, 
we  are  not  at  one  as  to  the  soundness  of 
this  conclusion.  A  decision  upon  this  point 
in  the  case,  however,  is  rendered  unneces- 
sary, as  we  conclude  that  the  conveyance 
must  be  set  aside  because,  in  making  it,  the 
donor  did  not  have  the  benefit  of  competent 
and  independent  advice  as  to  its  effect.  That 
the  absence  of  such  advice  will  invalidate  a 
deed  of  gift  which  contains  no  power  of 
revocation,  where  a  relation  of  trust  and 
confidence  exists  between  the  donor  and 
donee,  is  not  denied,  and  indeed,  it  was  so 
held  by  the  vice  chancellor.  He  seems  to 
have  considered,  however,  that  such  rehi- 
tionship  was  not  shown  unless  it  was  made 
to  appear  that  the  donee  occupied  such  a 
dominant  position  toward  the  donor  as  to 
raise  the  presumption  that  the  latter  was 
without  power  to  assert  his  will  in  opposi- 
tion to  that  of  the  donee.  But  this  is  not 
the  situation.  The  rule  has  a  much  broader 
sweep,  its  purpose  is  not  so  much  to  afford 
protection  to  the  donor  against  the  conse- 
quences of  undue  influence  exercised  over 
him  by  the  done*,  as  it  Is  to  afford  hira  pro- 
tection against  the  consequences  of  volun- 
tary action  on  his  part,  induced  by  the  ex- 
istence of  the  relationship  between  them, 
the  effect  of  which  upon  his  own  interests 
h  may  only  partially  understand  or  appre- 
ciate. The  following  citations  from  our  own 
decisions  make  this  plain:  "In  all  transac- 
tions between  persons  occupying  relations, 
whether  legal,  natural,  or  conventional  in 
their  origin,  in  which  confidence  is  naturally 
inspired,  is  presumed,  or  in  fact  reasonably 
exists,  the  burden  of  proof  is  thrown  upon 
the  person  in  whom  the  confidence  is  re- 
posed, and  who  has  acquired  an  advantage, 
to  show  affirmatively  not  only  that  no  decep- 
tion was  practised  therein,  no  undue  influ- 
ence used,  and  that  all  was  fair,  open,  and 
voluntary,  but  that  it  was  well  understood." 
Hall  V.  Oiteraon,  52  N.  J.  Eq.  528,  28  Atl. 
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907,  on  appeal,  53  N.  J.  £q.  695,  35  Atl. 
1130.  "Where  parties  hold  positions  in 
which  one  is  more  or  less  dependent  upon 
the  other,  courts  of  equity  hold  that  the 
weaker  party  must  be  protected;  and  they 
set  aside  his  gifts,  if  he  had  not  proper 
advice  independently  of  the  other."  Had- 
dock V.  Haydock,  34  N.  J.  Eq.  576,  38  Am. 
Rep.  385.  "The  rule  to  be  gathered  from  the 
English  and  American  cases  is  that  the  bur- 
den of  proof  was  cast  upon  the  donee  to  es- 
tablish that  the  donor  fully  appreciated 
what  he  was  doing,  or,  at  all  events,  in  the 
doing  had  the  benefit  of  disinterested  and 
competent  advice."  Coffey  v.  Sullivan,  63 
N.  J.  Eq.  302,  49  Atl.  520.  The  present  case 
is  a  marked  example  of  the  wisdom  of  the 
rule.  The  deed  was  made  by  Mr.  Slack  al- 
most immediately  after  a  prostrating  at- 
tack, which  was  a  phase  of  the  disease  from 
which  he  was  suffering.  Neither  of  the  phy- 
sicians who  were  in  attendance  upon  him 
expected  the  attack  to  be  fatal.  As  soon  as 
he  was  sufficiently  recovered  from  its  vio- 
lence to  permit  it,  an  attorney,  who  had 
previously  been  employed  by  him  in  other 
matters,  was  sent  for;  and,  upon  his  ar- 
rival, Mr.  Slack  stated  to  him  that  he 
wislied  him  to  draw  a  deed  conveying  to 
Mrs.  Rees  certain  property  which  he  owned 
in  Trenton,  and  asked  the  attorney  whether 
he  had  better  make  a  will  or  a  deed.  He 
was  advised  by  the  attorney  that  it  would 
be  better  to  make  a  deed,  and  did  so.  No 
power  of  revocation  was  reserved  in  the 
deed,  and  its  effect,  if  valid,  was  to  prac- 
tically strip  him  of  his  whole  estate;  for  his 
personal  property,  as  lias  already  been  stat- 
<'d,  was  insufficient  to  pay  his  debts.  If  tho 
opinion  of  his  physicians  as  to  the  effect  of 
the  attack  upon  him  had  turned  out  to  be 
accurate,  he  would,  for  the  re.st  of  his  life, 
have  been  dependent  upon  the  charity  of 
others,  except  so  far  as  a  pension  which  he 
received  from  the  national  government 
would  have  sufficed  to  support  him.  From 
his  inquiry  made  of  the  attorney, — whether 
it  would  be  better  for  him  to  make  a  will 
or  a  deed, — it  seems  quite  probable  that  he 
considered  the  one  would  be  more  effective 
than  the  other  to  presently  deprive  him  of 
all  further  interest  in  the  estate  to  be  em- 
braced in  the  instrument  which  he  proposed 
to  execute.  It  is  difficult  to  understand  the 
failure  of  the  attorney  to  advise  Mr.  Slack 
as  to  the  effect  of  such  a  deed  as  was  exe- 
cuted. He  not  only  should  have  done  this, 
but,  in  the  language  of  Malins,  V.  C,  in 
Coutts  v.  Acu'orthy  L.  R.  8  Eq.  Cas.  558,  he 
should  have  insisted  upon  inserting  in  it  the 
reservation  to  the  donor  of  the  power  to 
revoke  the  gift,  unless  Mr.  Slack  had  dis- 
tinctly refused  to  have  it  done. 
69  L.'r.  a. 


The  decree  u>ill  he  reversed,  and  the  rec- 
ord remitted  to  the  Court  of  Chancery,  with 
instructions  to  that  court  to  enter  a  decree 
setting  aside  the  conveyance  in  question,  and 
declaring  it  to  be  null  and  void. 


Salina  A.  CHARLTON,  Appt., 

V. 

COLUMBIA  REAL   ESTATE    COMPANY. 


(. 


.N.  J.. 


.) 


*A  «lirned,  but  undelivered ^  lease  may 
be  iriTen  la  evidence  to  iMrove  an  agree- 
ment upon  the  details  of  a  lease  pursuant  to 
one  of  the  terms  of  a  previously  signed  mem- 
orandum in  writing  of  an  oral  agreement 
for  a  lease;  and  if  said  previous  memoran- 
dum of  agreement  for  a  lease,  and  the  signed, 
but  undelivered,  lease,  taken  together,  show 
a  completed  agreement  upon  the  terras  of  a 
lease,  the  statute  of  frauds  Is  satisfied,  and 
specific  performance  may  be  decreed. 

(Di0on,  QarrUoH,  Swayge,  and  Gray,  JJ.,  dU- 
sent.) 

(March  6,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  complainant  from  a  decree  of 
the  Chancery  Court  in  favor  of  defend- 
ant in  a  suit  to  compel  specific  performance 
of  an  agreement  to  make  a  lease.     Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Alden.  B.  Endicott  and  E.  A. 
Higbee  for  appellant. 

Mr,  Georse  A.  Bourseois  for  appellee. 

Fort,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  bill*  in  this  case  is  filed  for  the  spe- 
cific performance  of  an  alleged  agrcem'Mit 
to  make  a  lease.  The  written  memorand  i 
in  evidence  to  prove  the  alleged  agreement 
consisted  of  two  writings,  as  follows: 

Agreement  made  this  Seventh  day  of  May 
between  Columbia  Real  Estate  Co.,  of  the 
first  part,  and  Mrs.  Charlton,  of  Atlantic 
City,  of  the  second  part,  Witnesseth,  tlint 
the  party  of  the  first  part  will  make  a  leasr* 
for  ten  years  of  a  certain  building  on  thf  ir 
grounds  in  rear  of  stores  to  contain  about 
eighty  feet  in  width  by  one  hundred  feet  in 

•Headnote  by   Fort,  J. 


Note. — As  to  when  several  papers  mny  con- 
stitute a  sufiiclent  memorandum  within  the 
statute  of  frauds,  see  also  note  to  Louisville 
Asphalt  Vnrni8h  Co.  v.  Lorick,  2  L.  R.  A.  212, 
and  the  later  cases  in  this  series  of  Freeland  v. 
RItz,  12  L.  R.  A.  561,  and  White  v.  Brecn,  32 
L.  R.  A.  127. 

As  to  sufficiency  of  memorandum  of  contract 
em1)odIed  In  telegrams,  see  Brewer  v.  Florst- 
Lachmund  Co.  50  L.  R.  A.  240,  and  ndte. 
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<iepth  with  a  fourteen-feet  entrance  from 
boardwalk,  the  consideration  to  be  a  rental 
of  twelve  hundred  dollars  per  annum  paya- 
ble yearly  in  advance,  lease  to  date  from 
June  15th,  1901.  The  party  of  the  first 
part  to  be  put  to  no  expense  whatever  in 
this  matter,  and  security  to  be  given  for  the 
rent. 

Columbia  Real  Estate  Co., 
By  H.  G.  Bergman,  Agt. 

S.  A.  Charlton, 
Witnesseth  by  Ida  J.  Atkinson. 

Received,  Atlantic  City,  May  7th,  1901, 
of  Mrs.  S.  A.  Charlton  one  Hundred  dollars 
on  ace.  of  agreement  for  lease  to  be  made  to 
Mrs.  Charlton,  for  which  details  are  to  be 
settled  on. 

Columbia  Real  Estate  Co. 
By  H.  J.  Bergman,  Agt. 

The  vice  chancellor  found  that  these  two 
papers  were  signed  and  passed  at  the  same 
time,  a«d  relate  to  the  same  transaction, 
and  must  be  deemed  parts  of  one  instru- 
ment.   With  this  conclusion  we  agree. 

These  papers,  standing  alone,  would  not 
justify  a  decree  for  specific  performance. 
By  their  terms  it  is  stated  that  other  de- 
tails are  to  be  settled  between  the  parties. 
Unless  it  was  sho\«-n,  therefore^  by  other 
writing  signed  by  the  defendant,  that  such 
details  had  been  agreed  upon,  the  bill  must 
be  dismissed. 

There  was  proof  in  the  cause  of  negotia- 
tions between  the  parties  looking  to  an 
agreement  as  to  the  details  of  the  proposed 
lease,  under  the  terms  of  the  writing  of 
May  7.  1901 ;  and  a  draft  of  a  lease  was  of- 
fered in  evidence,  signed  by  the  complain- 
ant, which  it  was  alleged  embraced  all  the 
details  under  the  said  writings  of  May  7, 
1901,  as  finally  agreed  upon  in  the  negotia- 
tions between  the  parties.  It  was  not  dis- 
puted that  a  draft  of  lease  containing  all 
the  details  was  prepared  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  the  agreement  contained  in  the 
writings  of  May  7,  1901.  It  was  admitted 
that  it  was  so  prepared  for  the  defendant 
by  his  attorney.  A  duplicate  of  this  de- 
tailed lease  was  sent  by  the  defendant  to 
the  complainant  for  her  acceptance  and  sig- 
nature. That  these  details  were  accepted 
by  the  complainant  is  evidenced  by  her  sig- 
nature to  the  paper  sent  to  hor.  as  it  ap- 
pears in  evidence.  To  establifth  that  these 
details  had  also  been  agreed  upon  and  ac- 
oepted  by  the  defendant  in  compliance  with 
the  vn'itings  of  May  7,  1901,  the  complain- 
ant offered  to  prove  that  the  defendant  had 
i*iened  a  duplicate  of  paper  in  evidence 
Pigiied  by  the  complainant. 

To  make  this  proof,  the  complainant  I 
«:r»  L.  R.  A. 


called  for  the  production  of  said  duplicate 
as  signed  by  the  defendant,  and  upon  this 
point  the  record  is  as  follows: 

Henry  J.  Bergman  sworn  for  complainant. 

Direct  examination. 

By  Mr.  Higbee: 

Q.  You  are  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Co- 
lumbia Real  Estate  Company? 

A.  Tes,  sir. 

Q.  You  are  the  Mr.  Bergman  who  had  ne- 
gotiations with  Mrs.  Charlton,  the  com- 
plainant, are  you  not? 

A.  I  am. 

Q.  Look  at  exhibit  CI.  Did  you  ever 
see  that  before? 

A.  I  think  I  have. 

Q,  When  and  where? 

A.  About  the  latter  part  of  May  or  the 
early  part  of  June,  at  Mr.  Bourgeois's  office, 

Q,  You  know  whether  or  not  there  was  a 
duplicate  prepared  of  that? 
.   A.  Yes,  sir. 

Q,  Who  has  the  duplicate? 

A.  I  have  it. 

Q.  Where  is  it  now? 

A.  Mr.  Bourgeois  has  it. 

Mr.  Higbee:  We  ask  for  the  produc- 
tion of  the  duplicate. 

Mr.  Bourgeois:  Here  it  is  (producing 
it). 

0.  Paper  produced  by  Mr.  Bourgeois  be- 
ing handed  to  counsel  for  complainant,  he 
shows  it  to  the  witness  and  asks:  Who  is 
Orro  G.  Leonard,  who  has  signed  his  name 
as  president?     (Objected  to  as  irrelevant.) 

The  vice  chancellor:  What  significaiici; 
has  this? 

Mr.  Higbee:  We  want  to  show  that  this 
lease  in  duplicate  was  executed  by  the  Co- 
lumbia Real  Estate  Company. 

The  vice  chancellor:  What  difference 
does  that  make? 

Mr.  Higbee:  If  the  lease  which  was  pro- 
duced to  us,  having  been  prepared  by  thf^\r 
attorney,  and  which  we  signed,  and  also  t/.e 
duplicate,  which  they  acknowledge  to  bo  a 
duplicate,  is  signed  by  the  defendant  him- 
self, it  certainly  goes  to  show,  it  seems  to 
me,  that  those  were  the  terms  ag^ed  upon 
by  the  parties. 

The  vice  chancellor:  An  undelivered, 
though  signed,  contract,  remaining  in  the 
possession  of  the  parties  bound  by  it.  has 
no  legal  efficacy.  It  is  only  when  the  party 
obligated  has  passed  it  over  to  the  other 
party  that  it  becomes  of  any  binding  effect. 
The  paper  marked  "exhibit  CI**  is  in  no  way 
obligatory  upon  Mrs.  Charlton,  becau<«e  it 
remained  in  her  possession.  The  paper  here 
produced  on  call  by  the  attorney  for  de- 
fendant is  no  obligation  whatever  upon  the 
Columbia  Real  Estate  Company,  because 
it  remained  in  the  hands  of  the  attorney 


Digitized  by 


Google 


S06 


New  Jebsey  Coubt  of  Ebbobs  and  Appeals. 


Mab.,, 


for  the  Columbia  Real  Estate  Company. 
The  mere  execution  gave  it  no  force  or  ef- 
fect.   It  is  its  delivery  that  gives  it  force. 

In  excluding  this  offer  of  proof,  we  think 
the  learned  vice  chancellor  erred.  The 
writing  was  admissible  in  evidence.  This 
offer  was  not  made  to  prove  a  lease,  but  to 
prove  by  this  writing,  taken  in  connection 
with  the  writings  of  May  7,  1901,  that  all 
the  terms  or  details  of  the  proposed  lease 
had  been  fully  agreed  upon  by  writings 
signed  by  the  party  to  be  charged  therewith. 
It  is  clear,  as  the  vice  chancellor  held,  that 
the  duplicate  signed  by  the  defendant's 
president  could  not  become  a  lease  until  it 
was  delivered;  but  it  was  none  the  less  a 
memorandum  in  writing,  signed  by  the  de- 
fendant, showing  the  details  of  the  proposed 
lease  as  they  had  been  agreed  upon  between 
tiie  parties  pursuant  to  the  memoranda  of 
May  7,  1901.  Our  statute  reads  as  follows: 
"That  no  action  shall  be  brought  ...  (4) 
upon  any  contract  or  sale  of  lands,  tene- 
ments, or  hereditaments,  or  any  interest  in 
or  concerning  them,  .  .  .  unless  the 
agreement,  upon  which  such  action  shall  be 
brought,  or  some  memorandum  or  note 
thereof,  shall  be  in  writing  and  signed  by 
the  party  to  be  charged  therewith,  or  some 
other  person  thereunto  by  him  or  her  law- 
fully authorized."  2  Gen.  Stat,  i  6,  p.  1603. 
Tlie  signing  by  the  complainant  is  imma- 
terial. Only  the  party  to  be  charged  there- 
with need  sign.  Reuss  v.  Picksley,  L.  R. 
1  Exch.  342,  35  L.  J.  Exch.  N.  S.  218;  1  Ben- 
jamin. Sales,  §  255,  p.  279;  Laythoarp  v. 
Bryant,  2  Bing.  N.  C.  744;  Fry,  Spec.  Perf. 
I  346;  nation  v.  Gray,  2  Ch.  Cas.  164; 
Green  v.  Richards,  23  N.  J.  Eq.  32;  Rey- 
nolds V.  0'2^eil,  26  N.  J.  Eq.  223 ;  Eawralty 
V.  ^ynrren,  18  N.  J.  Eq.  124,  126,  90  Am. 
Dec.  613;  Brooks  v.  Wentz,  61  N.  J.  Eq. 
474,  49  Atl.  147;  Hoicland  v.  Bradley,  38 
N.  J.  Eq.  288;  Rtoutcnhurgh  v.  Tompkins, 
9  N.  J.  Eq.  332,  334.  Nor  is  it  necessary 
that  all  the  terms  of  the  contract  be  agreed 
to  at  one  time,  nor  written  down  at  one 
time,  nor  on  one  piece  of  paper.  If  all 
the  papers,  taken  together,  contain  the 
whole  bargain,  they  form  such  a  memo- 
randum as  will  satisfy  the  statute.  1  Ben- 
jamin, Sales,  i  220,  p.  *236;  Johnson  ▼. 
Buck,  35  N.  J.  L.  338,  343,  10  Am.  Rep. 
243;  Peck  v.  Vandemnrk,  99  N.  Y.  30,  l^N. 
E.  41;  Ide  v.  Leiser,  10  Mont.  5,  24  An. 
St.  Rep.  17,  24  Pac.  695;  Rauhitschek  v. 
Blank,  80  N.  Y.  478 ;  29  Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  852,  note  2  for  cases.  Nor  does  it 
signify  to  whom  the  memorandum  is  ad- 
dressed. It  may  be  to  a  third  person,  and 
yet  be  a  good  writing  to  satisfy  the  statute 
of  frauds.  Form  is  not  important.  Brown, 
Stat.  Ft.  f  354;  Bateman  ▼.  PhilHpa,  15 
69  h.  R.  A. 


East,  272;  Lee  v.  Cherry,  85  Tenn.  707,  4 
Am.  St.  Rep.  800,  4  S.  W.  835;  Moss  v. 
Atkinson,  44  Cal.  3;  Hollis  v.  Burgess,  37 
Kan.  487,  15  Pac.  536;  Moore  v.  Mount- 
castle,  61  Mo.  424;  Bamett  v.  McCree,  76 
Hun,  610,  27  N.  Y.  Supp.  820;  Singleton  v. 
Hill,  91  Wis.  61,  61  Am.  St.  Rep.  868,  G4  N. 
W.  688.  The  reason  for  this  is  clear.  Th» 
memorandum  is  only  necessary  to  evidence 
the  contract,  not  to  constitute  it.  As  Tin- 
dal,  Ch.  J.,  says  in  Laythoarp  v.  Bryant, 
2  Bing.  N.  C.  744:  "The  contract  is  made 
before  any  signature  thereof  by  the  par- 
ties." The  memorandum  or  note  is  only  to 
evidence  what  the  contract  was.  To  pre- 
vent perjury  as  to  such  contracts,  the  stat- 
ute declares  that  evidence  of  what  the  con- 
tract was  must  be  contained  in  some  mem- 
orandum or  note  in  writing  signed  by  the 
party  to  be  charged  therewith.  When  the 
memorandum  exists,  and  is  legally  given 
in  testimony,  it  becomes  evidence  of  the 
contract  claimed  to  have  been  made.  The 
memorandum  is  not  the  contract,  J3ut  only 
evidence  of  the  Contract. 

We  think  that  the  complainant  had  the 
right  to  put  in  evidence  the  signed  dupli- 
cate of  the  detailed  proposal  for  a  written 
lease  which  she  contended  had  been  pre- 
pared by  the  defendant  and  signed  by  it. 
It  was  evidence  of  an  agreement  upon  the 
details  mentioned  in  the  writings  of  May  7. 
1901 ;  and  if  such  writings,  when  taken  to- 
gether, show  a  completed  agreement  for  a 
lease,  they  satisfy  the  requirements  of  the 
statute  of  frauds.  This  is  not  a  question 
of  the  admission  of  a  signed  deed  in  evi- 
dence to  prove  an  oral  agreement  to  convey, 
where  no  previous  written  memorandum  of 
any  part  of  the  oral  agreement  exists.  Nor 
i-s  it  a  question  whether  the  delivery  of  an 
undelivered  deed,  duly  signed  and  acknowl- 
edged, said  to  have  been  drawn  to  carry 
out  an  oral  agreement  to  convey,  will  be 
decreed  by  the  court.  The  question  here  is 
simply  this:  Will  the  court,  in  a  suit  for 
specific  performance  of  an  oral  agreement  to 
make  a  lease,  admit  in  evidence  all  the 
paper  writings  signed  by  the  parties  to  the 
negotiation,  even  though  some  of  the  papers 
be  signed  but  undelivered  instruments,  in 
order  to  see,  when  all  the  papers  are  taken 
together,  whether  they  contain  the  com- 
pleted terms  for  a  lease  as  agreed,  so  that 
a  decree  may  be  made?  We  think  this 
question  must  be  answered  in  the  afTirma- 
tive.  Judge  Harlan,  speaking  for  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States  in  a  case 
where  a  memorandum  of  the  agreement  of 
sale  was  made,  in  which  details  wore  left 
to  be  fixed,  and  a  deed  was  executed  and 
sent  for  examination,  as  the  duplicate  lease 
was  in  this  case,  says:     "Whatever  may  be 
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said  06  to  the  effect  of  this  deed  in  passing 
title,  if  it  was  delivered  only  for  purposes 
of  examination,  or  if  the  previous  mem- 
orandum of  sale  had  heen  for  any  reason 
.  .  .  defective,  under  the  statute  of 
frauds,  its  recitals,  coming  as  they  do  from 
the  vendor,  are  competent  for  the  purpose 
of  showing  the  precise  locality  of  the  prop- 
erty which  the  memorandum  of  sale  was 
intended  to  embrace."  Ryan  v.  United 
States,  136  U.  S.  68,  84,  34  L.  ed.  447,  463, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  913. 

Whether,  where  no  signed  memorandum 
of  the  oral  agreement  has  been  made,  a 
signed,  but  undelivered,  instrument,  said 
to  have  been  drawn  to  carry  out  the  oral 
agreement,  will  alone  be  resorted  to  to 
satisfy  the  statute,  it  is  not  necessary  to 
decide  in  this  case.  The  courts  differ  upon 
that  preposition.  In  the  second  edition  of 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  vol.  29,  p.  855,  title. 
Verbal  agreements,  notes  12  and  13,  will  be 
found  a  citation  of  all  the  authorities  in  the 
several  states  affirming  or  denying  that  an 
undelivered  executed  deed  will  satisfy  the 
statute.  They  are  so  variant  that  I  shall 
not  attempt  to  reconcile  them,  and,  indeed, 
it  is  not  necessary  to  do  so,  upon  the  only 
question  necessary  to  be  decided  in  this 
case.  If  Brotcn  v.  Brown,  decided  by  this 
court,  can  be  taken  as  an  authority  for  an  un- 
delivered, executed  instrument  not  being  a 
sufficient  memorandum  to  satisfy  the  stat- 
ute, which  is  not  decided,  still  that  case  is 
not  in  conflict  with  the  view  here  expressed, 
as  there  was  not  there  any  written  memo- 
randum of  the  agreement  to  give  the  assign- 
ment there  sought  to  be  specifically  en- 
forced, unless  it  was  permissible  to  gather 
it  from  the  signed,  but  undelivered,  as- 
signment in  evidence,  alone.  33  N.  J.  Eq. 
650. 

There  was  error  in  the  refusal  to  admit 
the  offer  of  the  signed  duplicate  of  the  un- 
delivered lease  in  evidence,  and  for  this 
there  must  he  a  reversal. 

Upon  all  other  questions  raised  in  the 
ease,  we  think  the  complainant  had  complied 
with  the  terms  of  the  agreement  on  her 
part,  and  that  for  none  of  these  should 
specific  performance  of  the  agreement  have 
been  denied  her. 

I  shall  vote  to  reverse  the  decree,  and  to 
remit  the  record  to  the  court  of  chancery, 
for  further  proceedings  in  accordance  here- 
with. 

Chunmere,  Ch.  J.,  and  Pitney,  Bosert, 
Vroom,  and  Chreen,  JJ.j  concur. 

DizoB,  Churrison,  Swayie,  and  Gray, 

a^  dissent. 
«9L.&.A. 


Howard  WATKINSON,  Appt,, 

V, 

Adele    Louise     WATKINSON. 


( N.  J.. 


.) 


•1.  The  object  of  a  bill  of  review  Is  to 
procure  tbe  reversal,  alteration,  or 
explanation  of  a  decree  In  a  former 
suit,  and  must  rest  on  error  in  law  upon  tbe 
face  of  the  decree,  fraud  In  procuring  the 
decree,  new  or  newly  discovered  matter 
which  could  not  have  been  used  before  the 
decree  was  made. 

2.  l¥ben  it  Is  songrbt  to  reverse  a  de- 
cree npon  tbe  discovery  of  some  ne^fv 
matter,  leavp  of  the  court  must  first  be  ob- 
tained by  petition,  supported  by  affidavit  that 
the  evidence  Is  not  only  new,  but  could  not 
have  been  discovered  by  reasonable  diligence 
before  the  hearing. 

8.  Altbonsrb  tbere  Is  no  express  statn- 
tory  limitation  as  to  tbe  flllngr  of 
bills  of  review,  the  analogous  limitation 
of  the  right  of  appeal  should  govern,  and  a 
bill  of  review  cannot  be  filed  after  the  lapse 
of  three  years  from  the  final  decree,  except 
in  case  of  new  or  newly  discovered  matter. 

4.  Tbe  temporary  absence  from  tbis 
state  of  one  domiciled  bere  will  not  be 
held  a  change  of  residence,  unless  to  the 
factum  of  residence  elsewhere  be  added  the 
animus  manendi;  for  a  domlcll,  having  once 
been  acquired,  continues  until  a  new  one  is 
actually  acquired  animo  et  facto. 

Q.  Condonation  of  tbe  adultery  on 
-wblcb  tbe  decree  •for  divorce  was 
based  will  not  Justify  the  granting  of  leave 
to  file  a  bill  of  review ;  If  Intended  to  be  In- 
terposed, It  should  have  been  pleaded  and 
proved  in  the  original  suit 

(May  8,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  decree  of  the 
Court  of  Chancery  setting  aside  upon  a 
bill  of  review  a  decree  of  divorce.     Reversed, 

The  facts  are 'stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Jolin  H.  Backes,  for  appellant: 

There  is  nothing  to  indicate  appellant's 
design  to  make  New  York  his  permanent 
habitation, — his  future  home, — from  whence 
he  had  then  no  present  intention  of  depart- 
ing. 

State,  Sharp,  Prosecutor,  ▼.  Casper,  36 
N.  J.  L.  367 ;  Kempson  v.  Kempson,  01  N.  J. 
Eq.  303,  48  Atl.  244,  63  N.  J.  Eq.  783,  58 
L.  R.  A.  484,  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  682,  52  Atl. 
360,  625;  Magowan  v.  Magowan,  57  N.  J. 
Eq.  322,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  645,  42  Atl.  330; 
Streitwolf  v.  Streitwolf,  58  N.  J.  Eq.  563, 
78  Am.  St.  Rep.  630,  41  Atl.  876,  43  Atl.  683. 

The  proceedings  to  review  were  begun 
more  than  four  years  after  notice  of  the  di- 

^Headnotes  by  Vboom^  J. 


Note. — As  to  effect  of  delay  In  applying  for 
bill  of  review,  see  also,  in  this  series,  Priestley's 
Appeal,  4  L.  B.  A.  503. 
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vorce  prooeedings  was  served  upon  the  com- 
plainant. 

The  time  prescribed  for  taking  appeals 
from  final  decrees  limits  the  period  within 
which  a  bill  to  review  may  be  filed. 

Clayton  v.  Clayton,  69  N.  J.  Eq.  316,  44 
Atl.  840;  Kempson  v.  Kempson,  16  N.  J.  Eq. 
330,  48  Atl.  244. 

Belay  in  the  application  by  one  having 
notice  of  the  fraud  will,  unless  satisfactorily 
explained,  operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
applicant,  and,  if  unreasonably  continued, 
will  bar  his  rights. 

Bishop,  Marr.  &  Div.  ed.  1891,  §  1153; 
Nichols  V.  Nichols,  26  N.  J.  Eq.  60;  Yorston 
V.  Yorston,  32  N.  J.  Eq.  495;  Caswell  v.  Cas- 
well, 120  111.  377,  11  N.  E.  342;  Nicholson  v. 
Nicholson,  113  Ind.  131,  16  N.  E.  223; 
Everett  v.  Everett,  60  Wis.  201,  18  N.  W. 
637 ;  Perry  v.  Perry,  15  Phila.  242 ;  Firmin 
V.  Firmin,  16  Phila.  76. 

Messrs,  James  Steen  and  W.  D.  Tyn- 
dall«  for  appellee : 

Condonation  destroyed  the  right  to  di- 
vorce. 

Clayton  v.  Clayton,  59  N.  J.  Eq.  310,  44 
Atl.  840. 

There  is  no  limitation  to  a  bill  of  review. 

Fitton  V.  Macclesfield,  1  Vem.  287; 
Edtoards  ▼.  Carroll,  2  Bro.  P.  C.  98 ;  Lytton 
v.  Lytton,  4  Bro.  Ch.  441 ;  Smith  v.  Clay,  2 
Ambl.  646. 

The  decree  is  not  merely  voidable,  but 
void,  for  want  of  jurisdiction. 

Paul  V.  Willis,  69  Tex.  261,  7  S.  W.  367; 
People  ex  reU  Davis  v.  Bturtevant,  9  N.  Y. 
263,  59  Am.  Dec.  636;  Wilcox  v.  Jackson,  13 
Pet.  611,  10  L.  ed.  270;  Yates  v.  Yates,  13 
N.  J.  Eq.  280. 

Vroomy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appeal  in  this  cause  is  from  a  decree 
advised  by  Vice  Chancellor  Pitney  upon  a  bill 
of  review  filed  by  Adele  Louise  Watkinson, 
the  respondent,  agyiinst  Howard  E.  Watkin- 
son. The  bill  was  filed  to  review  and  set 
aside  a  decree  of  divorce  obtained  by  the  said 
Howard  E.  Watkinson  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery of  this  state  on  December  11,  1896,  and 
actually  filed  on  December  17th  following. 
The  ground  of  the  decree  was  adultery. 

The  record  in  this  case  shows  that  on 
November  6,  1900,  nearly  four  years  after 
the  signing  of  the  above  decree,  the  defend- 
ant in  said  cause  and  the  respondent  here 
filed  a  petition  in  the  court  of  chancery 
which  was  entitled  a  petition  of  defendant 
to  open  decree,  to  which  was  annexed  the 
affidavit  of  the  defendant  that  the  said  pe- 
tition was  true  in  all  respects,  and  on  the 
28th  of  November,  1900,  she  exhibited  a  bill 
of  review  praying  that  the  decree  of  divorce, 
for  the  reasons  in  said  bill  set  forth, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


be  set  aside  and  declared  to  be  fraudulent 
and  void. 

The  object  of  a  bill  of  review,  or  a  bill  in 
the  nature  of  a  bill  of  review,  is  to  procure 
the  reversal,  alteration,  or  explanation  of  a 
decree  in  a  former  suit.  2  Dan.  Ch.  P1.&  I^r. 
1676.  If  the  decree  has  been  signed  and  en- 
rolled, the  practice  is  to  file  a  bill  of  review ; 
if  not,  a  bill  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of  re- 
view. As  stated  by  Judge  Story  in  Dexter 
V.  Arnold,  6  Mason,  310,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
3,866:  'This  distinction  between  a  bill  of 
review  and  a  bill  in  the  nature  of  a  bill  of 
review,  though  important  in  England,  is  not 
felt  in  the  practice  of  the  courts  of  th<^ 
United  States,  and  perhaps  rarely  in  any 
of  the  state  courts  of  equity  in  the  Union. 
I  take  it  to  be  clear  that  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States  all  decrees  as  well  as  judg- 
ments are  matters  of  record,  and  are  deemed 
to  be  enrolled  as  of  the  term  in  which  they 
are  passed.  So  that  the  appropriate  rem- 
edy is  by  a  bill  of  review."  See  also  Wiser 
V.  Blachly,  2  Johns.  Ch.  489.  Such  a  bill 
must  rest  on  error  in  law  upon  the  face  of 
the  decree,  without  further  examination  of 
matters  of  fact,  fraud  .in  procuring  former 
decree,  new  facts,  or  upon  some  new  matter 
which  has  been  discovered  after  the  decree, 
and  could  not  possibly  have  been  used  when 
the  decree  was  made.  2  Dan.  Ch.  PI,  &  Pr. 
1576;  Mitford,  Ch.  PI.  101;  Taylor  v.  Sharp. 
3  P.  Wms.  371;  Wiser  v.  Blaohly,  2  Johns. 
Ch.  489. 

It  seems  to  be  the  settled  practice  in  eq- 
uity, when  it  is  sought  to  reverse  a  decree 
signed  and  enrolled  upon  the  discovery  of 
some  new  matter,  to  first  obtain  the  leave 
of  the  court  to  the  filing  of  the  bill,  and 
the  usual  practice  is  to  make  the  applica- 
tion by  petition,  supported  by  affidavit  that 
the  evidence  is  not  only  new,  but  could  not 
have  been  discovered  by  reasonable  dili- 
gence before  the  hearing;  and,  as  said  by 
Daniels,  the  court  must  be  satisfied  that 
the  sew  matter  has  come  to  the  knowledge 
of  the  applicant  and  his  agents  for  the  first 
time  since  the  period  at  which  be  oould  have 
made  use  of  it  in  the  suit,  and  that  it  could 
not  with  reasonable  diligence  have  been  dis- 
covered sooner,  and  that  it  is  of  such  a  char- 
acter that,  if  brought  forward  in  the  suit,  it 
would  have  altered  the  judgment.  2  Dan. 
Ch.  PI.  &  Pr.  1563;  Wilkinson  v;  Parish,  3 
Paige,  653. 

Presumably,  leave  was  given  to  the  filing 
of  the  present  bill  of  review,  although  the 
fact  of  the  granting  such  leave  does  not 
appear  in  the  record  before  us,  nor  is  the 
fact  of  such  leave  having  been  granted  set 
out  in  the  bill,  as  it  should  be  where  new 
matter  is  alleged  upon  which  it  is  sought 
to   impeach   the   decree.    Mitford,   Ch.   PL 
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At  that  time  the  posture  of  affairs  was 
this:  The  appellant  had  filed  his  bill  for  di- 
vorce against  the  respondent  upon  the 
grouifd  of  adultery  on  June  13,  1896.  An 
order  of  publication  against  her  as  an  ab- 
sent defendant  was  made  returnable  August 
31,  1896,  and  an  affidavit  made  and  filed  by 
the  solicitor  of  the  appellee  that  he  had  per- 
sonally delivered  a  copy  of  the  usual  printed 
notice  in  cases  of  divorce  to  the  respondent 
on  the  9th  day  of  July,  1896,  at  her  place  of 
abode  in  the  city  of  New  York.  She  did  not 
appear  to  the  suit,  and  an  order  of  reference 
was  made  to  James  S.  Aitkin,  special  mas- 
ter, and  the  hearing  came  on  before  him  in 
October  of  the  last-named  year,  and  on  the 
28th  of  October  the  master  filed  his  report 
advising  that  a  decree  of  divorce  should  be 
made  for  the  crime  of  adultery,  and  on  the 
11th  of  December,  1896,  a  decree  of  divorce 
w^as  duly  made  pursuant  to  said  report. 

The  depositions  thus  taken  before  the 
master  showed  that  the  complainant  was 
then  a  resident  of  the  city  of  Trenton,  in 
this  state,  and  that  he  had  lived  there  for  fif- 
teen years  then  last  past.  The  crime  of 
adultery  charged  in  the  bill  was  proved  satis- 
factorily to  the  master,  and  he  reported  in 
favor  of  a  divorce,  which  was  granted.  The 
petition  before  mentioned  as  having  been  filed 
to  open  the  decree,  or,  if  it  may  be  considered, 
for  leave  to  file  a  bill  of  review,  alleges  that 
the  petitioner  first  positively  heard  that  a 
decree  of  divorce  had  been  granted  to  her 
husband  during  the  year  1900.  She  further 
alleges  that  she  and  her  husband  removed 
to  New  York  city  in  November,  1895,  and 
live4  there  together  until  August,  1896,  at 
which  time  he  secured  certain  letters,  was 
indignant  at  the  contents  thereof,  and 
blamed  the  petitioner  therefor,  and  left 
her ;  that  in  August  or  September,  1896,  the 
petitioner  signed  some  papers  which  she  un- 
derstood to  be  in  an  action  of  divorce,  but 
she  was  without  means  or  any  friends  or 
advisers,  and  her  health  broken  down, 
and  her  condition  and  mind  were  such  that 
she  was  unable  to  even  consider  or  think  of 
.the  njatter;  that  subsequently,  in  Septem- 
ber or  October,  1896,  her  husband  returned 
to  New  York  and  cohabited  with  her  pend- 
ing the  action  brought  for  divorce,  and  in- 
formed petitioner  that  no  suit  was  pending, 
and  in  other  ways  imposed  upon  the  peti- 
tioner and  the  court. 

The  bill  of  review  filed  in  November  of 
1900  admits  that  the  complainant  therein 
in  July  or  August,  1896,  was  informed  of 
the  institution  of  a  divorce  suit  against  her 
by  her  husband,  and  charges  that  subsequent- 
ly he  returned  to  her,  assured  her  that  he 
had  abandoned  his  suit  for  divorce  and  co- 
habited with  her,  and  that  notwithstanding 
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that  he  was  living  with  her  as  husband  and 
wife,  and  assuring  her  that  he  had  abandoned 
said  divorce  proceedings,  he  was  in  fact  pros- 
ecuting the  same,  and  in  fact  in  December 
1896,  obtained  a  decree  of  divorce  against 
ihe  complainant,  and  that  she  did  not  de- 
fend said  cause  because  she  believed  that  the 
same  had  been  abandoned :  that  said  defend- 
ant was  at  the  time  of  filing  his  said  bill  a 
resident  of  the  state  of  New  York ;  that  aft- 
er filing  his  said  bill  he  condoned  any  fault 
or  misconduct  of  complainant;  and 'that  his 
conduct  w^as  a  fraud  upon  the  court,  and 
made  the  decree  null  and  void;  and  that  the 
complainant  had  but  recently  discovered  the 
fraud  practised  upon  her,  and  only  recently 
had  heard  that  a  decree  of  divorce  had  been 
granted  in  said  cause. 

The  answer  of  the  defendant  denies  spe- 
cifically the  allegations  of  the  said  bill  of 
review,  that  he  had  condoned  the  offense  of 
the  complainant,  or  had  assured  her  that  he 
had  abandoned  the  suit  for  divorce.  Ho 
further  denies  the  allegation  that  the  di- 
vorce proceedings  were  a  fraud  upon  the 
court  or  the  complainant,  and  that  he  was 
at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  his  bill  for  di- 
vorce, or  at  any  other  time,  a  resident  of 
the  state  of  New  York. 

After  the  hearing  of  witnesses,  the  vict* 
chancellor  advised  a  decree  in  favor  of  re- 
spondent upon  the  ground  that  the  com- 
plainant had  no  domicil  or  residence  in  the 
state  of  New  Jersey  at  the  time  of  the  filing 
of  the  bill  which  resulted  in  the  decree  at- 
tacked, or  during  the  pendency  of  that  suit, 
and  that  the  adultery  on  the  part  of  the 
wife  upon  which  the  decree  therein  was 
based  had  been  thoroughly  condoned  by  the 
husband,  and  that  the  allegation  of  condona- 
tion pending  that  suit  and  before  the  decree 
therein  was  sustained  by  the  weight  of  the 
evidence,  and  that  the  complainant's  delay 
in  asserting  her  right  had  not  been  such  as 
to  bar  her  from  relief. 

In  his  opinion  the  learned  vice  chancellor 
sets  out  at  some  length  what,  to  use  his  own 
language,  is  termed  a  statement  of  the  undis- 
puted facts  of  the  case,  and  adds  that  it 
would  seem  that  the  husband,  the  appellant 
here,  had  no  residence  or  domicil  in  New 
Jersey  at  the  time  he  was  carrying  on  his 
suit  here  for  divorce.  If  this  could  be  con- 
sidered an  undisputed  fact,  or  even  a  fair 
deduction  from  the  proved  facts,  in  this 
case,  it  would  decide  this  case,  for  it  would 
have  to  be  admitted  that  he  committed  there- 
by a  fraud  upon  the  court;  but  in  my  opin- 
ion the  testimony  does  not  by  any  means  es- 
tablish this  as  a  fact.  The  testimony  of 
the  appellant  before  the  master  in  this  suit 
for  divorce,  on  October  9,  1896,  disclosed  that 
he  then  resided  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  and 
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that  he  had  lived  in  Trenton  for  fifteen  years 
then  last  past.  This  was  corroborated  by  the 
testimony  of  the  father  of  the  appellant, 
a  clergyman  of  the  Baptist  denomination, 
who  testified  that  at  the  time  he  married 
his  son  to  the  respondent,  on  ^the  6th 
of  November,  1889,  his  son  was  a  resi- 
dent of  Trenton;  that  he  had  resided  in 
Trenton  ever  since,  and  still  resided  there 
on  the  day  he  testified,  October  10,  1896. 
It  is  true  that  in  his  examination  before  the 
vice  chancellor  the  appellant  said  that  after 
his  wife  left  him  and  had  gone  to  New  York 
and  resided  there  in  a  fiat  he  went  there  and 
lived  with  her  for  four  or  five  months,  when 
he  again  went  back  to  Trenton.  I  find  it 
difficult  to  perceive  how  this  temporary  resi- 
dence in  New  York  city  can  be  held  to  affect 
his  residence  or  domicil  in  Trenton  in  the 
absence  of  any  evidence  of  intention  on  his 
part  to  abandon  it.  The  fact  that  he  did 
not  intend  to  change  his  domicil  is  mani- 
fested by  appellant's  beginning  his  suit  for 
divorce  after  he  returned  to  Trenton,  and 
this  established  his  belief,  not  only  as  to  his 
residence,  but  his  domicil  in  this  static. 
The  learned  vice  chancellor,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  sustaining  the  view  that  the  appel- 
lant had  abandoned  his  residence  in  New 
Jersey  by  residing  in  New  York  city  a 
few  months,  cited  the  case  of  German 
Sav,  d  L.  Soo.  V.  Dormitzer,  192  U.  S. 
126,  48  L.  ed.  373,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  221, 
as  "directly  in  point."  An  examination  of 
that  case  discloses*  that  it  is  far  from  be- 
ing in  point.  In  the  opinion  in  that  case 
Mr.  Justice  Holmes  said  that  it  appeared 
from  the  testimony  of  the  husband  that  be- 
fore he  made  a  contract  for  part  of  the  land 
in  question  he  had  sold  out  his  property  and 
business  in  Kansas  and  had  gone  in  search 
of  what  he  called  a  new  location,  and  that 
when  he  bought  this  land  he  desired  to  lo- 
cate there.  These  facts,  the  court  held, 
were  sufficient  for  the  courts  of  Kansas  to 
find  that  he  had  changed  his  domicil. 

It  seems  unnecessary  to  point  out  how 
absolutely  the  facts  in  the  case  under  con- 
sideration are  at  variance  with  those  in  the 
case  cited;  the  intent  in  that  case  of  the 
husband  to  change  his  domicil  being  ap- 
parent from  his  own  testimony,  while  here 
there  is  no  evidence  whatever  to  warrant 
the  belief,  or  to  enable  a  court  to  find,  that 
the  appellant  intended  to  change  his  domi- 
cil. 

To  construe  the  temporary  residence  by 
appellant  with  his  wife  in  New  York  to  be 
a  change  of  domicil  seems  to  me  unwar- 
ranted; for,  as  Mr.  Justice  Depue  said  in 
Harral  v.  Harral,  39  N.  J.  Eq.  279,  51  Am. 
Rep.  17,  "to  the  factum  of  residence  there 
must  be  added  the  animus  manendi,  and 
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that  place  is  the  domicil  of  a  person  in 
which  he  has  voluntarily  fixed  his  habita- 
tion, not  for  .  .  .  temporary  or  special 
purpose,  but  with  a  present  intention  of 
making  it  his  home,  unless  or  until  some- 
thing which  is  uncertain  or  unexpected  shall 
happen  to  induce  him  to  adopt  some  other 
permanent  home."  The  doctrine  laid  down 
by  the  courts  of  the  United  States  is  that 
a  domicil,  having  been  once  acquired,  con- 
tinues until  a  new  one  is  actually  acquired 
animo  et  facto,  10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law, 
p.  16;  Cadwalader  v.  Howell,  18  N.  J.  L. 
138;  Clark  v.  Likens,  26  N.  J.  L.  209. 

I  am  unable  to  agree  with  the  conclusion 
reached  below,  that,  as  alleged  in  the  bill 
of  review  at  the  time  of  beginning  his  suit 
for  divorce,  the  appellant  was  a  resident 
of  the  state  of  New  York,  and  therefore 
am  of  opinion  that  there  was  no  fraud 
practised  on  the  court  of  chancery  by  the 
appellant  in  swearing  that  he  was  a  resi- 
dent of  the  state  of  New  Jersey. 

The  second  ground  upon  which  below  was 
based  the  right  of  the  respondent  to  relief 
is  because,  as  stated  in  the  opinion,  after 
the  adultery  charged  in  the  bill,  and  after 
the  commencement  of  the  husband's  suit, 
and  the  service  upon  the  wife  of  process, 
and  before  decree,  the  husband  returned  to 
the  wife  and  cohabited  with  her,  and  led 
her  to  believe  that  he  had  abandoned  the 
suit. 

Condonation,  standing  alone,  would  not 
have  justified  the  granting  leave  to  file  a 
bill  of  review;  for  how  can  that  be  consid- 
ered new  matter,  which  could  have  been 
produced  and  used  by  the  respondent  at  the 
time  when  the  decree  was  made?  Every  al- 
legation relating  thereto,  if  true,  was  kno>%'n 
to  the  respondent  during  the  pendency  of 
the  divorce  suit,  and  before  the  entering  of 
the  decree,  and  if  intended  to  be  interposed 
as  a  defense  should  have  been  pleaded  and 
proved  in  that  suit.  It  is  too  late  if  it  is 
first  made  known  in  an  application  for  a 
bill  of  review ;  for,  as  was  well  said  by  Lord 
Chancellor  Talbot  in  Tai^lor  v.  Sharp,  3  P. 
Wms.  371,  "unless  this  relief  were  confined 
to  such  new  matter,  it  might  be  made  use 
of  as  a  method  for  a  vexatious  person  to  be 
oppressive  to  the  other  side  and  for  the 
cause  never  to  be  at  rest."  Now,  after  the 
lapse  of  four  years  from  the  entering  of 
the  final  decree  of  divorce,  and  years  after 
the  taking  from  her  of  the  child  pursuant 
to  the  terms  of  said  decree,  she  came  bo- 
fore  the  court  of  chancery  charging  that 
she  was  deceived  by  her  husband  as  to  the 
abandonment  of  the  suit  for  divorce;  that 
during  the  pendency  of  that  suit  he  con- 
doned her  guilt;  and,  further,  that  she 
never   knew   of  the  granting  of   the   final 
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decree  of  divorce  until  after  her  time  for 
taking  an  appeal  had  expired.  No  extended 
review  of  the  testimony  is,  it  seems  to  me, 
necessary  in  the  matter  of  the  alleged  de- 
ception on  the  part  of  the  appellant  as 
to  the  abandonment  of  the  divorce  proceed- 
ings, for  the  extent  to  which  the  respondent 
goes  in  her  testimony  is  that  she  supposed 
from  appellant's  conduct  he  had  abandoned 
the  proceedings,  but  there  is  no  pretense 
whatever  that  the  appellant  ever  told  her 
that  he  had  done  so,  and  in  fact  she  testi- 
fies distinctly  that  she  never  had  any  con- 
versation with  him  relating  to  the  suit  for 
divorce  pending  the  suit.  The  testimony 
of  the  appellant  is  that  he  never  visited 
his  wife  during  the  pendency  of  the  proceed- 
ings, and  never  saw  her  save  when  he  vis- 
ited the  boy,  who  was  then  living  with  her. 
The  charge  that  the  respondent  had  been 
led  to  believe  that  the  appellant  had  aban- 
doned his  suit  for  divorce  is  not  sustained 
in  fact.  This  being  so,  the  charge  of  fraud 
falls,  and  no  ground  can  exist  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  alleged  condonation,  which, 
as  before  stated,  could  not  be  held  to  be 
new  matter  warranting  the  giving  leave  to 
file  a  bill  of  review,  but  was  a  personal  de- 
fense of  the  respondent,  which  she  could 
set  up  as  a  defense  or  waive,  as  she  saw 
fit. 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the 
respondent's  alleged  denial  of  knowledge  of 
the  existence  of  the  granting  of  the  decree 
of  divorce  until  shortly  before  the  time  she 
filed  the  petition  for  a  bill  of  review.  An 
examination  of  her  petition  discloses  that 
upon  that  very  vital  part  of  the  respondent's 
case  tlie  allegation  in  the  petition  is  that 
"your  petitioner  first  heard  positively  that 
a  divorce  had  been  granted  to  her  husband, 
Howard  Watkinson,  for  infidelity  on  the 
part  of  your  petitioner,  through  William 
D.  T^dall,  an  attorney  and  counselor  at  law 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  who  exam- 
ined your  petitioner  in  supplementary  pro- 
ceedings during  the  year  1901."  Again  the 
averment  in  her  bill  of  review  is:  "And 
your  oratrix  having  but  recently  discovered 
the  fraud  practised  upon  her,  and  having 
only  recently  learned  that  a  decree  of  di- 
vorce had  been  granted  in  said  cause  so 
as  aforesaid  instituted  by  her  said  husband, 
she  expressly  charges  said  decree,  so  fraud- 
ulently obtained  as  hereinbefore  mentioned, 
ought  to  be  set  aside,"  etc. 

The  evident  intent  of  the  above  allega- 
tion was  to  excuse  the  laches  of  the  peti- 
tioner, the  respondent  here.  An  examina- 
tion of  her  testimony  on  this  point  is  in- 
teresting. 

When  examined  in  this  cause  de  bene  esse 
on  June  30,  1902,.  before  Samuel  C.  Mount, 
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one  of  the  masters  in  chancery,  she  was 
asked  and  replied: 

Q.  Did  you  know  that  he  had  obtained 
the  decree  of  divorce  at  that  time  [summer 
of  1897]? 

A.  He  said  that  he  had. 

Q.  When  did  he  say  that? 

A,  Well,  he  told  me  that  when  I  first  saw 
him  after  he  left  home,  November.  The  next 
time  1  saw  him  he  said  he  had  the  divorce. 
When  it  was  granted  I  don't  know;  he 
didn't  say  when  he  got  it. 

Now,  in  the  testimony  before  the  vice 
chancellor,  in  referring  to  the  summer  of 
1897,  she  was  asked  and  said: 

Q.  (By  the  Court).  I  understand  you  to 
say  he  came  to  your  father's  house  and 
stayed  a  week  the  next  slimmer  (1897). 
He  asked  you  when  was  the  last  time  he 
had  sexual  intercourse? 

A,  The  last  time  was  in  the  summer  of 
1897,  at  home. 

Mr.  T^ndall:     That  was  after  the  decree. 

The  Court:  After  the  decree,  if  she  was 
willing  to  accept  him  as  a  concubine  would 
a  stranger. 

A.  1  didn't  know  the  divorce  was  granted. 

Q,  (By  the  Court).  He  never  told  you 
the  divorce  was  granted? 

A.  He  never  told  me,  and  I  never  knew 
it  any  way  to  be  positive  of  it. 

Mr.  Backes:  Bid  I  understand  the  wit- 
ness to  say  she  didn't  know  and  he  never 
told  her? 

A.  He  never  told  me,  no,  that  the  divorce 
bad   been   granted;    nobody   ever    told   me. 

It  is  difiicult  to  reconcile  the  very  mate- 
rial variance  between  the  testimony  of  the 
respondent  given  at  two  different  times  in 
the  same  cause.  One  thing,  however,  it 
does  demonstrate,  and  that  is  the  truth  of 
the  vice  chancellor's  comment  that  the  wife 
clearly  is  not  to  be  implicitly  believed. 

No  attempt  was  made  to  reconcile  these 
statements  of  the  respondent,  and,  in  my 
opinion,  the  respondent  has  failed  to  sus- 
tain the  allegation  of  the  petition  and  bill 
that  she  had  only  learned  of  the  granting 
of  the  divorce  in  the  year  1900,  and  she  has 
no  standing  to  urge  it  as  new  matter,  then 
only  brought  to  her  knowledge,  to  enable 
her  to  file  a  bill  of  review. 

The  respondent  having  failed  to  make  out 
a  case  either  on  the  question  of  residence 
or  of  condonation  and  fraud,  we  are  brought 
to  the  consideration  of  the  very  serious  and 
important  question  of  whether  her  laches 
and  delay  in  petitioning  for  the  filing  of  a 
bill  of  review  has  barred  her  right  to  tho 
relief  prayed  for.     The  record  in  this  case 
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shows  that  the  petition  for  leave  to  file  a 
bill  of  review  was  not  filed  until  nearly  four 
years  after  the  entering  of  the  final  decree 
in  the  suit  for  divorce,  and  the  question  to 
be  determined  is  whether  the  laches  and  de- 
lay of  the  respondent  in  asserting  her  rights 
is  a  bar  to  this  suit. 

The  rule  in  the  English  courts  is  that, 
when  twenty  years  have  elapsed  from  the 
time  of  pronouncing  a  decree  which  has 
been  signed  and  enrolled,  a  bill  of  review 
cannot  be  brought,  unless  the  plaintiff  was 
under  disability.  Dan.  Ch.  PI.  &  Pr.  1580; 
M^tford,  Ch.  PI.  105;  Lytton  v.  Lytton,  4 
Bro.  Ch.  441;  Deloraine  v.  Browne,  3  Bro. 
Ch.  633. 

And  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  in  the  case  of  Thomas  v.  Brocken- 
hrough,  10  Wheat.  147,  6  L.  ed.  288,  Wash- 
ington, J.,  in  commenting  upon  the  question 
of  the  limitation  of  the  right  to  file  a  bill 
of  review,  said:  "It  must  be  admitted  that 
bills  of  review  are  not  strictly  within  any 
act  of  limitations  prescribed  by  Congresi<, 
but  it  is  unquestionable  that  courts  of 
equity,  acting  upon  the  principle  that  laches 
and  neglect  ought  to  be  discountenanced, 
and  that  in  cases  of  stale  demands  its  aid 
ought  not  to  be  afforded,  have  always  in- 
terposed some  limitation  to  suits  brought 
in  those  courts."  And  this  case  explicitly 
declares  the  rule,  never  since  departed  from, 
in  that  court,  as  follows:  "There  is  no  stat- 
ute expressly  limiting  bills  of  review,  but 
the  courts  of  the  United  States  are  gov- 
erned in  this  particular  by  the  analogous 
limitation  of  the  right  of  appeal,  and  there- 
fore a  bill  of  review  cannot  be  filed  after 
the  lapse  of  ^ve  years  from  the  final  de- 
cree." Applying  this  rule  to  the  practice 
in  our  state,  after  the  lapse  of  three  years 
leave  would  not  be  granted  to  file  a  bill 
of  review. 

There  is,  however,  one  exception  to  the 
general  rule  in  England  as  noticed  by  Mit- 
ford,  and  that  is  the  discretionary  power  of 
the  court  in  the  case  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,  and  this  exception  Judge  Wash- 
ington recognizes  in  Thomas  v.  Brocken- 
hrough,  10  Wheat.  147,  6  L.  ed.  288,  say- 
ing: "Whether  a  biH  of  review,  founded 
upon  matter  discovered  since  the  decree  is 
in  like  manner  barred  by  the  lapse  of  five 
years  after  such  decree,  is  a  question  which 
need  not  be  decided  in  the  present  case,  sinc*^ 
we  are  all  of  opinion  that  it  is  in  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  court  to  grant  leave  to  file 
a  bill  of  review  for  that  cause."  My  exam- 
ination of  the  authorities  leads  me  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  law  as  above  laid  down 
in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Ignited  States 
has  been  almost  uniformly  followed  in  this 
country. 
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The  time  of  appeal  having  expired  when 
this  application  for  leave  to  file  the  bill  of 
review  was  made,  the  petitioner  was  barred 
unless  her  case  could  be  brought  strictly 
within  the  exception  of  newly  discovered 
evidence,  or  of  some  special  equity  that 
would  give  the  court  the  discretionary  pow- 
er to  make  the  order. 

The  question  of  fraud  being  eliminated 
from  the  case,  there  is  left  only  one  matter 
which  could  in  legal  contemplation  have 
been  urged,  either  as  a  newly  discovered 
fact  or  as  a  ground  of  special  equity  upon 
which  to  rest  an  application  for  a  bill  of 
review,  vie,,  the  ignorance  of  the  petitioner 
of  the  existence  of  a  decree  of  divorce  until 
after  the  time  for  appeal  had  expired.  But 
it  has  already  been  shown  that  this  has  no 
foundation  in  fact,  for  the  petitioner  in  her 
own  testimony  admits  and  swears  to  her 
knowledge  of  the  final  decree  in  the  divorce 
suit  within  a  year  after  the  entry  of  the 
same. 

But  in  the  court  below  the  learned  vice 
chancellor  said  that  he  was  unable  to  see 
how  any  delay  beyond  the  time  limited  for 
taking  an  appeal  on  the  part  of  the  re* 
spondent  could  on  any  known  principle  af-  * 
feet  her  right  to  a  declaration  by  the  court 
that  the  decree  of  divorce  was  invalid  and 
void  ah  initio  by  reason  of  the  lack  of  juris- 
diction of  the  court  of  chancery  to  proceed 
in  the  cause.  He  then  adds  t  :at  where 
there  is  a  lack  of  jurisdiction  by  reason  of 
a  want  of  residential  domicil  on  the  part  of 
both  parties,  combined  with  extraterritorial 
service  and  the  absence  of  any  formal  ap- 
pearance by  the  defendant,  it  followed  that 
the  decree  was  absolutely  void.  It  was  for 
tliis  reason  that  he  held  that  the  respond- 
ent's belief  was  not  affected  by  her  laches. 
But,  as  we  have  already  shown,  there  was 
a  residential  domicil  on  the  part  of  the 
appellant  when  he  filed  his  bill  for  divorce, 
and,  although  the  service  on  the  wife  of 
process  was  extraterritorial,  it  conformed  to 
the  law  of  this  state,  and  the  decree,  instead 
of  being  void,  was  valid  and  binding  upon 
the  parties. 

There  is,  however,  another  consideration 
why  the  laches  of  the  respondent  should  not 
be  overlooked,  and  that  is  that  on  the 
strength  of  the  decree  in  the  court  of  chan- 
cery the  appellant  has  married  again,  bo 
that  other  rights  have  now  intervened,  and 
an  entirely  innocent  party  will  suffer  should 
the  decree  be  revoked. 

I  am  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the 
earlier  decision  of  the  court  of  chancery 
that  the  appellant  had  a  legal  domicil  and 
residence  in  this  state  when  he  filed  his  bill 
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for  divorce  has  not  been  suoceBsfnlly  im- 
peached, tiiat  there  was  no  condonation  on 
his  part  of  the  adultery  of  his  wife  that  she 
is  now  entitled  to  set  up,  and  that  the  de- 


lay of  the  respondent  in  asserting  her  rights 
bars  her  from  the  relief  prayed  for  by  her. 
The  decree  helow  should  he  reversed,  and 
the  bill  of  review  dismissed. 


NORTH   CAROLINA   SUPREME  COURT. 


H.  S.  HANCOCK 

V. 

WESTERN    UNION    TELEGRAPH    COM- 
PANY, AppU 

(•••■••••  a»  vm  •■•••••■/ 

1.  Th«  iTAlidlty  and  intevpretmtlon  of 
the  contract,  as  Trell  as  tlie  rnle 
measnrinir  the  damasres  arising  upon  Its 
breach  and  the  company's  liability  therefor, 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  state 
where  a  telemram  is  filed  for  transmission  in 
case  the  points  of  inception  and  termination 
are  In  different  states. 

S.  The  credlbllitr  and  valne  of  the  tes- 
timony of  a  laTvyer  of  another  state 
as  to  what  the  rule  upon  a  certain  subject 
is  in  that  state  may  be  submitted  to  the  Jury. 

S.  The  exercise  by  the  trial  conrt  of 
Its  discretion  as  to  the  settlnff  aside 
of  a  verdict  as  being  contrary  to  the  clear 
weight  of  the  evidence  will  not  ordinarily 
be  reviewed  on  appeal. 

4.  Mere  disappointment  and  regret  are 
not  inclnded  in  the  rule  allowing  damages 
for  mental  anguish  upon  failure  of  a  tele- 
graph company  promptly  to  deliver  a  death 
message. 

5.  One  elalmlnK  damages  for  delay  In 
the  preparations  for  Interment  of 
his  relatlTC  because  of  failure  promptly 
to  deliver  a  telegram  has  the  burden  of 
showing  that  the  preparations  would  have 
been  made  had  the  telegram  been  promptly 
delivered,  and  such  fact  will  not  be  pre- 
sumed. 

(March  8,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Craven  County 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  failure  promptly  to 
transmit  and  deliver  a  telegram.  Reversed. 
The  facts  sufficiently  appear  in  the  opin- 
ion. 


Messrs.  W.  \Wk  Olark  and  F.  H.  Bvabee 
ft  Sony  for  appellant: 

When  the  law  of  the  place  whence  the 
message  was  sent,  and  that  of  the  place  of 
delivery,  both  refuse  to  recognize  such  dam- 
ages, they  cannot  be  recovered,  although  the' 
action  may  have  been  brought  in  a  juris- 
diction which  recognizes  the  right  to  recov- 
er them. 

Thomas  ▼.  Western  U.  Teleg,  Co,  26  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  398,  61  S.  W.  501. 

Such  damages  cannot  be  recovered  in 
Maryland. 

Bloan  V.  Edwards,  61  Md.  106;  United 
States  TeUg,  Co,  v.  Oildersleve,  29  Md.  232, 
96  Am.  Dec.  619;  Francis  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co,  68  Minn.  262,  26  L.  R.  A.  406,  49 
Am.  St.  Rep.  607,  69  N.  W.  1078;  Connelly 
V.  Western  V.  Teleg.  Co.  100  Va.  52,  66  L. 
R.  A.  663,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  919,  40  S.  E.  618. 

The  law  of  the  state  in  which  the  con- 
tract was  entered  into  should  control. 

Bryan  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  133  N. 
C.  603,  46  S.  E.  938. 

Disappointment  and  regret  are  not  syn- 
onymous with  mental  anguish. 

Hunter  v.  Western  V.  Teleg.  Co.  136  N. 
C.  468,  47  S.  E.  745. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Molver  for  appellee. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

We  gather  from  the  record  these  facts: 
The  plaintiff  and  his  brother  resided  in 
North  Carolina,  and  their  father,  S.  M. 
I[ancock,  at  New  Church,  Virginia.  The 
family  burial  ground  is  Goodwill  cemetery, 
in  Maryland,  8  or  10  miles  from  the  father's 
home.  Its  nearest  depot  is  Pocomoke  City, 
Maryland,  4^  miles  away.  New  Church 
|ind  Pocomoke  City  are  about  11  or  12  miles 
distant.  On  Saturday,  July  11,  1903,  tli.» 
plaintiff  was  at  Johns  Hopkins  Hospital, 
with  his    brother^    Thomas,    and  his  wife. 


Nora. — ^As  to  damages  for  mental  anguish 
because  of  default  of  telegraph  company,  see 
also.  In  this  series.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Uo?ers,  13  L.  R.  A.  859;  Wilcox  v.  Richmond 
&  D.  R.  Co.  17  L.  R.  A.  804 ;  Connell  v.  West- 
ern r.  Teleg.  Co.  20  L.  R.  A.  172 ;  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  V.  Wood,  21  L.  R.  A.  706;  Interna- 
tional Ocean  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Saunders,  21  L.  R. 
\.  SIO;  Francis  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  25 
\..  R.  A.  400;  Mentzer  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co. 
28  L.  R.  A.  72;  Morton  v.  Western  TJ.  Teleg. 
Co.  82  Ij.  R.  A.  735 ;  Pes  j  v.  Western  U.  Teleg. 
Ui.  L.  K.  A. 


Co.  89  U  R.  A.  463 ;  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v. 
Robinson,  84  L.  R.  A.  431 ;  Cashion  v.  Western 
T:.  Teleg.  Co.  45  L.  R.  A.  160;  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  V.  Ferguson,  54  L.  R.  A.  846  ;  Gray 
V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  56  L.  R.  A.  801 ;  Con- 
nelly V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  56  L.  R.  A.  663 ; 
Robinson  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  67  L.  R.  A. 
fill  :  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Crocker,  59  L. 
R.  A.  398;  Cowan  v.  Western  IT.  Teleg.  Co.  64 
L.  R.  A.  545 ;  Barnes  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co. 
65  L.  R.  A.  066 ;  and  Green  v.  Western  U.  Teleg. 
Co.  67  L.  R.  A.  985. 
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Thomas  had  gone  there  for  an  operation, 
under  which  he  died.  At  the  defendant's 
office  in  the  hospital,  about  6  P.  M.  Satur- 
day, the  plaintiff  filed  a  telegram  as  fol- 
lows: "S.  M.  Hancock,  New  Church,  Thom- 
as dead.  Will  arrive  at  Pocomoke  8  A.  M. 
H.  S.  Hancock."  This  telegram  was  not  de- 
livered until  Monday,  13th.  There  being 
no  earlier  train,  the  plaintiff,  with  hiu 
brother's  body,  and  the  wi«k)w,  arrived  at 
Pocomoke  City  Monday  morning  a  half 
hour  late,  at  4  o'clock.  A  storm  prevailed, 
which  prevented  the  plaintiff  leaving  the 
train  until  6:30  a.  m.  There  was  no  one 
to  meet  him,  and  no  preparation  had  been 
made  for  the  burial.  The  plaintiff  again 
telegraphed  by  the  Postal  Company  to  his 
father,  who  arrived  between  9  and  10  A.  M. 
Preparations  were  made,  and  the  interment 
took  place  about  5  p.  m. 

1.  The  contract  in  this  case  was  made  in 
Maryland,  and  the  contracting  parties  are 
presumed  in  law  to  have  had  in  contempla- 
tion only  such  damages  arising  from  the 
breach  of  it  as  could  be  awarded  under  the 
law  of  Maryland  at  the  date  of  the  telegram. 
In  this  case  the  sender  was  in  Maryland  at 
the  time  he  filed  his  telegram.  The  sendee 
was  in  Virginia.  The  defendant,  we  judge 
by  depositions  in  the  record,  was  under  the 
belief  that  the  law  of  Virginia  in  some 
way  affects  this  contract.  The  law  of  Vir- 
ginia has  no  relation  to  it.  If  a  telegraph- 
ic message  is  delivered  to  the  company  in 
one  state  to  be  transmitted  by  it  to  a  place 
in  another  state,  the  validity  and  interpre- 
tation of  the  contract,  as  well  as  the  rule 
measuring  the  damages  arising  upon  a 
breach  and  the  company's  liability  therefor, 
are  to  be  determined  by  the  laws  of  the  for- 
mer state,  where  the  contract  originated. 
Bryan  v.  Western  U,  Teleg,  (7o.l33  N.C.607, 
45  S.  E.  938,  Citing  Reed  v.  Western  V.  Teleg. 
Co.  135  Mo.  661,  34  L.  R.  A.  492,  68  Am.  St. 
Rep.  609.  37  S.  W.  904.  If  under  the  law 
of  Maryland,  as  interpreted  and  expounded 
by  its  highest  court,  damages  on  account  of 
mental  anguish,  not  connected  with  or 
growing  out  of  a  physical  injury  to  the 
plaintiff's  person,  could  not  be  awarded,^ 
then  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  can  recover 
only  the  costs  of  the  telegram  and  costs. 
Where,  as  on  the  trial  had  in  this  case,  the 
defendant  relied  upon  the  testimony  of  an 
attorney  at  law  in  Maryland,  who  testified 
by  deposition  as  to  what  he  believed  the  law 
of  that  state  to  be,  the  court  very  properly 
submitted  to  the  jury  the  testimony  to  be 
passed  on  by  them  as  to  its  credibility  and 
value.  If  the  jury  render  a  verdict  in  any 
case  contrary  to  the  clear  weight  of  the  evi- 
dence, the  remedy  is,  and  it  is  the  duty  of 
the  trial  judge,  to  set  it  aside ;  but  we  cannot 
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ordinarily  review  the  exercise  of  such  pow- 
er. Possibly  the  jury  were  not  satisfied 
from  the  deposition  of  the  attorney  (Mr. 
Cross)  as  to  what  is  the  law  of  Maryland. 
The  defendant  will  have  an  opportunity  on 
the  next  trial  to  further  enlighten  the  court 
and  jury  more  specifically  upon  the  law  as 
to  the  proper  measure  of  damages  for  men- 
tal anguish  as  it  is  administered  in  Mary- 
land. 

2.  The  judge,  among  other  things,  charged 
the  jury  that,  ''upon  the  question  of  dam- 
ages, the  message  upon  its  face  disclosing 
its  urgency  and  relating  to  death,  the  de- 
fendant had  notice  that  a  failure  to  deliver 
might  reasonably  cause  mental  anguish  to 
the  sender;  and  in  such  case  the  damages 
for  mental  anguish  are  such  damages  as 
the  jury  shall  find  the  plaintiff  has  suffered 
from  disappointment  and  regret  occasioned 
by  the  fault  or  neglect  of  the  company  in  its 
failure  to  notify  the  sendee,  in  order  that 
preparations  and  arrangements  might  be 
made  for  the  reception  and  interment  of  the 
body."  The  court  erred  in  using  the  words 
"disappointment  and  regret."  There  is  a 
very  material  difference  between  the  sig- 
nificance of  those  words  and  that  keen  and 
poignant  mental  suffering  signified  by  the 
words  "mental  anguish."  The  right  to  re- 
cover damages  for  purely  mental  anguish 
not  connected  with  or  growing  out  of  a 
physical  injury  is  the  settled  law  of  this 
state,  and  it  is  too  late  now  to  question  it. 
Our  authorities  are  up  to  this  time  uniform 
and  unanimous  as  to  the  general  doctrine. 
Differences,  of  course,  arise  as  to  its  appli- 
cation in  particular  cases.  Young  v.  West- 
ern U.  Teleg.  Co.  107  X.  C.  370,  9  L.  R.  A. 
669,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  883,  11  S.  E.  1044,  to 
Hunter  v.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  136  N.  C. 
459,  47  S.  E.  745.  The  language  used  in 
nearly  all  the  cases  in  this  and  other  states 
where  such  damages  are  allowed  is  "grief 
and  mental  anguish."  We  do  not  find  any- 
where that  damages  are  allowed  for  "disap- 
pointment and  regret."  The  lexicographers 
define  anguish  to  be  "intense  pain  of  bod? 
or  mind."  It  is  derived  from  the  Latin 
word  anguis,  a  snake,  referring  to  the  writh- 
ing or  twisting  of  the  animal  body  when  in 
great  pain.  Stommouth's  Diet.  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Douglas,  speaking  for  the  court,  said: 
"We  use  the  word  'anguish'  as  indicating  a 
high  degree  of  mental  suffering,  without 
which  the  plaintiff  should  not  recover  sub- 
stantial damages.  Mere  disappointment 
would  not  amount  to  mental  anguish,  or 
entitle  the  plaintiff  to  more  than  nominal 
damages."  Hunter's  Case,  136  N.  C.  459, 
47  S.  E.  745.  The  addition  of  the  word 
"regret"  by  his  honor  does  not  help  the 
matter.     Regret  indicates  noereater  degree 
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of  mental  suffering  than  does  disappoint- 
ment. Both  are  of  very  frequent  occur- 
rence in  the  lives  of  most  men,  and  with 
some  scarcely  disturb  their  mental  poise. 
In  this  connection  we  desire  to  supplement 
what  was  said  by  Judge  Douglas  in  Hunt- 
er's  Case  as  to  what  particular  mental  an- 
guish is  to  be  considered  by  the  jury  in 
awarding  damages.  Jurors  may  possibly 
confound  the  mental  anguish  naturally  aris- 
ing from  the  loss  of  a  near  relatiye  with 
that  which  grows  out  of  the  defendant's 
negligence.  The  jury  liave  no  right  to  con- 
sider anything  except  the  latter  in  awarding 
damages.  We  commend  to  the  careful  con- 
sideration of  the  superior-court  judges  the 
language  of  the  opinion  in  the  Hunter  Case. 
upon  that  subject,  and  that  they  explain 
the  law  in  reference  thereto  with  great  care 
to  the  juries,  whether  requested  to  do  so 
or  not,  lest  injustice  be  done  the  defendant  by 
confounding  the  natural  grief  at  the  loss  of 
a  near  kinsman  with  that  anguish  which 
is  claimed  to  result  from  the  negligence  of 
telegraph  companies. 

3.  The  judge  charged  the  jury  that  they 
might  consider  the  failure  of  the  father  to 
arrange  for  the  interment  of  the  deceased, 
if  they  should  find  from  the  evidence  that 
such  arrangements  would  naturally  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  been  made  by  the  sendee  if 
the  telegram  had  been  delivered  prior  to 
the  arrival  of  the  train  on  Monday.  It  is 
plain  that  the  plaintiff  has  no  cause  for 
complaint  that  his  father  did  not  meet  the 
3  A.  M.  train  Sunday,  for  the  plaintiff  did 
not  arrive  until  Monday  at  4  a.  m.  The 
only  contention  the  plaintiff  makes  is  that, 
if  the  telegram  had  been  delivered  with  rea- 
sonable promptness,  his  father  would  have 
met  him  promptly  on  Monday  morning,  and 
would  have  had  all  arrangements  made  for 
the  interment,  so  that  it  would  not  have 
been  delayed  from  about  10  a.  m.  until  5 
p.  M.  Monday,  in  consequence  of  which  de- 
lay the  plaintiff  avers  he  suffered  great  men- 


tal anguish,  and  claims  damages  on  that  ac- 
count. The  plaintiff  must  therefore  prove 
that  his  father  could  and  would  have  met 
him  promptly  on  Monday  morning  on  ar- 
rival of  the  train  at  4  o'clock,  and  that  he 
could  and  would  have  made  on  Sunday,  or 
prior  to  the  plaintiff's  arrival,  all  necessary 
arrangements  for  the  prompt  interment  of 
his  brother's  body  on  Monday  morning,  and 
avoided  the  delay  in  the  obsequies  from  10 
A.  M.  until  5  P.  M.,  thereby  saving  the 
plaintiff  from  the  pangs  of  mental  anguish 
which  he  avers  he  endured.  The  law  does 
not  presume  that  the  father  could  have 
done  these  things.  Many  contingencies, 
such  as  illness,  absence  from  home,  inability 
to  get  the  work  done  on  Sunday,  may  have 
prevented,  however  willing  the  father  may 
have  been  to  discharge  such  a  parental  duty. 
There  was  no  evidence  tending  to  prove 
such  facts,  and  the  jury  had  no  right  to 
presume  them.  In  Bright  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  132  N.  C.  326,  43  S.  E.  844,  Jus- 
tice Walker  says,  referring  to  defendant's 
objection  to  the  testimony  of  Cooper,  the 
addressee,  that  he  would  have  gone  to 
Wilkesboro  had  he  received  the  telegram, 
that  the  testimony  was  not  only  competent, 
but  indispensable;  and  uses  the  following 
language:  "We  are  unable  to  understand 
why  this  is  not  competent.  It  tended  to 
prove  the  very  fact  which  the  defendant,  in 
the  last  exception  considered  by  us,  as- 
serted it  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to 
prove  in  order  to  recover  substantial  dam- 
ages; and  it  was  necessary  to  prove  this 
fact  if  the  plaintiff  sought,  as  she  did  by 
her  complaint  and  evidence,  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  mental  anguish  which  resulted 
from  his  failure  to  go  to  Wilkesboro." 

As  there  is  to  be  a  new  trial,  it  is  unnec- 
essary to  consider  the  defendant's  further 
exceptions.  They  relate  to  alleged  errors 
that  may  not  again  occur. 

New  trioL 
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STATE   of  North   Dakota,   Reapt, 

17. 

Charles   CURRIE,   Appt, 

( N.  D ) 

*1.    U9011  tbe  trial  of  one  cbarved  -with 

*Headnote8  by  Moboan  ,Cb.  J. 


bnrgrlary,  the  mere  fact  tbat  one  vrbo 
was  present  with  and  assisted  bim  in 
the  burglary  was  a  detective  Is  not  a  de- 
fense, if  the  detective  did  not  instigate  the 
crime,  and  it  was  committed  as  to  every  in- 
gredient of  it  by  the  criminal. 
2.  m^bere  a  detectlTe  disclosed  to  the 
owner  of  tbe  bulldlnip  tbat  It  nvas 
probably  about  to  be  burfflarlsed  by 
a  person  named,  with  the  feigned  assistance  of 


NOTB. — As  to  effect  of  instigation  or  consent 
to  crime  for  purpose  of  discovering  criminals 
as  defense  to  prosecntlon,  see  also,  in  this  se- 
ries, Connor  ▼.  People,  25  L.  R.  A.  341,  and 
60  L.  R.  A. 


note;  Com.  v.  Holllster,  25  L.  R.  A.  :U0  :  Love 
V.  People,  32  L.  R.  A.  139;  People  v.  Oilman, 
46  L.  R.  A.  218:  State  y.  Abley,  46  L.  R.  A. 
862 ;  and  People  y.  Mills,  67  L^.  A.  13 
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hlmflelf,  acting  for  the  purpose  of  eecurlng 
eyidence  of  the  Intended  burglary  and  other 
crimes,  the  fact  that  the  owner  did  not  take 
steps  to  prevent  the  burglary,  but  passively 
allowed  It  to  go  on,  Is  not  a  consent  to  the 
burglary  that  will  be  a  defense  to  the 
burglar. 

8.  Where  m  detective  apparently  as- 
sists In  a  bnrfflarF  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  evidence  of  the  same  and 
other  offenses,  the  acts  of  the  detective  are 
not  to  be  imputed  to  the  criminal,  as  they 
are  not  acting  in  a  common  purpose.  Never- 
theless, if  the  offense  is  committed  by  the 
person  charged  as  to  every  element  thereof, 
he  may  be  found  guilty,  notwithstanding  the 
complicity  of  the  detective. 

4.  An  Instruction  by  the  conrt  that  the 
Jury-  must  not  consider  the  failure  of 
the  defendant  to  become  a  witness  in  hiS" 
own  behalf  in  arriving  at  a  verdict  is  not 
erroneous. 

(March  6,  1905.) 

AlPPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Walsh  County 
convicting  him  of  burglary.     Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  DePvy  Sc  DePvy,  for  appellant: 
A   confession   must   not   be   obtained   by 
any    direct    or    implied    promise,    however 
slight. 

3  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  449,  464; 
14  Century  Dig.  §  1175;  Re  Bowerhan, 
4  N.  Y.  City  Hall  Rec.  136;  14  Century 
Dig.  §  1164;  Robinson  ▼.  People,  159  111. 
115,  42  N.  E.  375;  Walker  v*  State,  7  Tex. 
App.  245,  32  Am.  Rep.  595;  Gallagher  v. 
State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  24  S.  W.  288; 
Clayton  v.  State,  31  Tex.  Crim.  Rep.  489, 
21  S.  W.  255;  3  Russell,  Crimes,  9th  Am. 
ed.  385;   3  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  460. 

If  an  alleged  burglary  is  instigated  "by 
a  private  detective  with  the  approval  of 
the  proprietor  of  the  place  alleged  to  have 
been  burglarized,  accused  is  not  criminally 
liable. 

People  V.  McCord,  76  Mich.  200,  42  N. 
W.  1106;  Love  r.  People,  160  111.  501,  32 
L.  R.  A.  139,  43  N.  E.  710;  8  Century  Dig. 
col.   1567;   Williams  v.  State,  55  Qa,  394. 

If  the  scheme  was  concocted  by  the  de- 
tective, and  the  particular  building  was 
selected  by  the  detective  with  the  consent  of 
the  proprietor,  and  defendant  was  per- 
suaded by  the  detective  to  assist  in  the 
breaking  and  entry  into  this  particular 
store,  no  burglary  was  committed. 

4  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  686;  1  Bish- 
op, CrinL  Law,  2d  ed.  §§  344,  34^;  State 
V.  Douglass,  44  Kan.  618,  26  Pac.  476. 

Currie's  intent  or  belief  was  immaterial. 

Speiden  v.   State,    3   Tex.   App.    156,   30 
Am.  Rep.   126;   Williams  v.  State,  55  Ga. 
391;  State  r.  Adams,  115  N.  C.  775,  20  S. 
E.  722, 
'^)  L.  R.  A. 


MoFKan,  Gh«  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  defendant  was  convicted  of  the  erime 
of  burglary  in  the  third  degree,  and  sen- 
tenced to  five  years  in  the  penitentiary. 
His  principal  contention  on  the  appeal  is 
that  the  court  erred  in  refusing  to  give 
certain  requested  instructions  bearing  on 
the  relation  of  the  owner  of  the  building, 
and  of  a  certain  detective,  to  the  commis- 
sion of  the  alleged  crime.  JBis  claim  is 
that  the  owner  of  the  building  consent- 
ed'to  the  burglary,  and  that  defendant  was 
instigated  to  commit  the  burglary  under 
the  undue  influence  of  the  detective  in 
causing  him  to  become  intoxicated. 

The  facts  are  uncontradicted  in  respect 
to  what  transpired  before  the  burglary,  and 
are  as  follows:  About  January,  1904,  sev- 
eral crimes,  including  burglaries,  larcenies, 
and  arson,  were  committed  in  Minto,  Walsli 
county,  North  Dakota,  without  any  suc- 
cess by  the  local  authorities  in  arresting 
the  perpetrators  and  bringing  them  to  trial. 
Thereupon  the  county  authorities  sought 
the  aid  of  one  Walker,  a  detective  from 
St.  Paul.  The  detective  had  an  interview 
with  the  state's  attorney  upon  his  arrival 
in  the  county,  and  secured  from  him  the 
names  of  the  persons  suspected  of  com- 
plicity in  the  past  crimes,  among  them 
being  the  name  of  the  defendant.  The  de- 
tective thereupon  acted  as  a  cook  in  a  res- 
taurant in  Minto.  This  restaurant  was 
kept  in  connection  with  a  place  kept  by  one 
Gile,  where  intoxicating  liquors  were  un- 
lawfully sold.  The  restaurant  feature  of 
the  establishment  was  a  pretense,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  fact,  and  was  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  giving  to  the  detective  the  ap- 
pearance of  having  eraplojrment  at  the 
place.  After  some  days  the  defendant  and 
Walker  became  acquainted,  and  soon  be- 
came constant  companions.  They  ate  to- 
gether, slept  together,  drank  to  excess  to- 
gether, and  became  confidential  with  each 
other  and  intimate  in  their  relations.  Thv^ 
detective  loaned  the  defendant  small  sums 
of  money  at  one  time,  and  in  conversation 
about  money  matters  the  detective  told 
defendant  that  he  had  $65  coming  from 
Canada.  The  defendant  then  stated  to 
Walker  that  he  knew  where  "we  could  get 
some  money,"  and,  upon  being  asked  where, 
answered,  "in  some  of  these  stores  around 
here."  The  defendant  and  Walker  finally, 
and  after  much  consideration  of  the  time 
and  place  of  a  burglary,  concluded  to  break 
into  a  store.  The  detective  says  in  respect 
to  the  final  conlusion:  "We  arranged  a  deal 
to  break  this  store  open."  The  first  sug- 
gestion of  a  burglary,  as  between  the  de- 
fendant  and    Walker,    came   from    the   de* 
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fendant.  Several  stores  were  suggested  by 
the  defendant  as  ones  that  might  be  bur- 
glarized, and  among  tliem  Zulesdorff's,  the 
one  that  was  broken  into.  Before  the 
store  to  be  burglarized  was  agreed  upon, 
Walker  secured  a  letter  of  introduction  to 
the  mayor  of  Minto  from  the  state's  attor- 
ney. Walker  presented  the  letter  to  the 
mayor,  and  told  him  of  the  contemplated 
burglary,  and  further  stated:  **1  told  him 
what  I  was  there  for,  and  told  him  about 
the  stores,  this  building  to  be  broken  open, 
and  told  him  that  I  didn't  want  myself 
in  some  place  where  I  might  get  shot,  .  .  . 
and  told  the  doctor,  if  he  knew  any  store- 
keeper in  town  there  that  would  keep  a 
secret,  he  had  better  go  and  notify  him, 
and  afterwards  I  would  see  him."  Dr. 
Evans,  the  mayor,  suggested  that  Zules- 
dorfif's  store  be  selected,  and  saw  Zulesdorff 
in  pursuance  of  this  request,  and  Zulesdorff 
sent  Walker  word  that  lie  wished  to  see 
him.  Walker  saw  Zulesdorff  thereafter, 
and  testifies  as  to  what  transpired  between 
them  as  follows:  "And  he  said  that  he  had 
seen  Dr.  Evans,  and  he  said  that  things 
would  be  all  right;  and  I  told  him  that 
after  it  was  broken  into  he.  was  to  keep 
still  aboat  it,  and  told  him  what  I  want- 
ed to  know  on  the  outside;  and  I  said,  *By 
doing  that  I  can  get  in  a  little  work, 
and  can  find  out  the  rest  of  these  people;' 
so  that  was  about  all  that  was  said  be- 
tween I  and  Frank  Zulesdorff." 

Later,  he  testified  as  follows  upon  his 
further  cross-examination : 

Q.    And    Zulesdorff   told    you    it    would 
be  all   right? 
.     A.    Yes,  sir. 

Q..  Ajid  that  he  would  permit  you  to 
use  his  store  in  your  plans,  and  would  keep 
the  matter  a  secret  for  a  sufficient  length 
of  time  to  enable  you  to  complete  the  job? 

A.    Yes,  sir. 

Zulesdorff  did  nothing  further  in  refer- 
ence to  the  burglary,  except  that  he  marked 
two  $5  bills  that  he  left  in  the  money 
drawer  with  other  money  on  the  Saturday 
night  preceding  the  burglary,  which  was 
committed  on  Sunday  night.  The  doors 
and  safe  and  money  drawers  were  locked, 
and  left  in  the  same  manner  as  usual.  He 
marked  the  bills  so  that  he  could  identify 
them  in  case  they  were  stolen.  On  these 
'  facts  it  is  claimed  that  Zulesdorff  consented 
to  the  breaking,  and  that  the  defendant  can- 
not, in  consequence  of  such  consent,  be 
rightfully  convicted  of  the  crime  of  bur- 
glary. 

After  the  conversation  between  Zules- 
dorff and  Dr.  Evans  and  Walker,  it  was 
definitely  decided  by  defendant  nnd  Waiv- 
er that  the  Zulesdorff  store  was  the  one  to 
69  L.  R.  A. 


be  burglarized.  Walker  says  that  he  never 
made  any  suggestions  to  the  defendant  as 
to  the  burglary;  that  he  simply  acquiesced 
and  agreed  to  defendant's  plans.  In  ans- 
wer to  a  question  as  to  "why  you  didn't  go 
on  with  your  plans  then,  eveiything  being  all 
right,". he  testifies:  "Yes  sir,  right  enough 
if  I  had  wanted  to  work  the  plan  my- 
self, but  I  didn't  Want  to  do  that.  I  wanted 
him  to  do  it  himself,  if  he  wanted  to  do  it.'* 
Walker  and  defendant  agreed  to  break  into 
the  store  Saturday  night,  and  went  to  the 
store  for  that  purpose,  but  something  hap- 
pened after  they  got  to  the  store  causing 
the  breaking  to  be  abandoned  on  defendant's 
request.  He  then  said,  however,  "We  will 
try  it  to-morrow  night."  On  Sunday  night 
they  again  went  to  the  store,  and  broke  into 
it  by  joint  force.  The  defendant  removed  the 
marked  bills  and  other  money  from  the  mon- 
ey drawer,  and  a  fur-lined  coat  was  also  tak- 
en from  the  store  by  defendant,  and  they  left 
the  building  together.  After  leaving  the 
building  the  money,  $1^.60,  was  equally  di- 
vided between  them.  The  overcoat  was  hid- 
den in  a  livery  bam  by  the  defendant,  and 
subsequently  found  by  an  officer  and  returned 
to  the  owner.  In  a  few  days  the  de- 
fendant was  arrested  at  the  instance  of 
one  Gile,  and  his  trial  and  conviction  fol- 
lowed. 

Upon  these  facts,  two  questions  are  pre- 
sented for  consideration  which  were  raised 
at  the  trial  by  requests  to  instruct  the  jury, 
and  they  were  also  urged  on  a  motion  for 
a  new  trial:  (1)  Did  the  owner  of  the 
property  consent  to  the  breaking  into  of 
his  building  by  the  defendant?  (2)  Did 
the  fact  of  the  detective  Walker's  partici- 
pation in  the  burglary  entitle  the  defendant 
to  a  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  convic- 
tion? 

Upon  the  first  question,  the  facts  as  nar- 
rated show  that  Zulesdorff  did  nothing  by 
any  act  to  aid  in  the  burglary  of  his  build- 
ing. He  remained  passive  after  being  in- 
formed of  the  intended  burglary.  The  plan 
of  a  burglary  had  been  arranged  before  he 
was  advised  of  tHe  plan  of  the  detective  to 
join  the  defendant  in  the  proposed  burglary 
as  a  feigned  participant.  Zulesdorff  gave 
the  detective  no  instructions.  He  did  not 
advise  him  as  to  the  manner  of  proceeding, 
nor  do  anything  to  assist  in  the  burglary. 
The  store  was  closed  and  locked  in  the  us- 
ual manner.  When  he  consented  to  remain 
away,  at  the  request  of  the  detective,  for  the 
purpose  of  securing  evidence,  it  was  not  cer- 
tain that' his  store  was  the  one  to  be  bur- 
glarized, nor  when  it  was  to  occur.  The 
Zulesdorff  store  was  selected  as  the  one  to 
be  burglarized  after  the  detective's  inter- 
view with  him.     Under  these  conditions  it 
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cannot  be  said  that  be  consented  to  the  bur- 
glary. Before  the  owner's  consent  will  be 
a  defense  to  a  burglary,  the  owner  must 
participate,  or  in  some  way  aid  or  solicit 
or  encourage  the  burglary.  Mere  knowledge 
that  a  person's  property  is  to  be  burglarized, 
followed  by  nonaction  on  his  part  to  thwart 
it,  is  not  deemed  a  consent  to  it.  His  con- 
sent must  be  manifested  by  some  act  of  as- 
sistance. Mere  passiveness  for  the  purpose 
of  securing  evidence  of  the  burglary  is  not 
such  consent  as  can  be  urged  by  the  bur- 
glar as  a  defense.  The  detective  was  not 
the  agent  of  Zulesdorff  in  the  matter  at  all, 
nor  did  he  have  charge  of  the  building  in 
any  sense,  hence  the  detective's  acts  cannot 
be  said  to  be  those  of  the  owner.  In  Peo- 
ple V.  Hanselman,  76  Cal.  460,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  238,  18  Pac  425,  the  court  said:  "And 
under  the  authorities  we  do  not  think  that 
there  is  such  consent  where  there  is  mere 
passive  submission  on  the  part  of  the  owner 
of  the  goods  taken,  and  no  indication  that  he 
wishes  them  taken,  and  no  knowledge  by  the 
taker  that  [he]  .  .  .  wishes  them  taken, 
and  no  mutual  understanding  between,  the 
two,  and  no  active  measures  of  inducement 
employed  for  the  purpose  of  leading  into 
temptation,  and  no  preconcert  whatever  be- 
tween the  thief  and  the  owner."  In  State 
V.  Sneff,  22  Neb.  481,  35  N.  W.  219,  the 
court  said:  "The  fact  that  those  in  charge 
of  a  building  hear  of  an  intended  burglary 
to  be  committed  by  breaking  into  the  build- 
ing, do  not  prevent  it,  but  put  a  force  in  the 
building  to  capture  the  burglar,  and  he  is 
so  captured,  does  not  affect  the  guilt  of 
any  burglar."  In  a  similar  case  to  this,  in 
State  V.  Jansen,  22  Kan.  498,  in  .speaking 
of  the  conduct  of  the  owner  of  the  building 
the  court  said:  "His  willingness  to  assist 
in  and  facilitate  the  detection  and  arrest  of 
a  criminal  was  no  consent  to  the  commission 
of  the  crime."  In  Mc Adams  v.  State,  8  Lea, 
466,  the  court  said:  "A  man  may  direct 
his  ser>'ant  or  a  third  person  to  appear  to 
encourage  the  design  of  a  thief  and  lead  him 
on  until  the  offense  is  complete,  so  long  as 
he  does  not  induce  the  original  intent,  but 
only  provides  for  its  discovery  after  it 
has  been  formed."  See  also  Thompson  v. 
State,  18  Ind.  386,  81  Am.  Dec.  364;  Clark, 
Crim.  Law,  p.  11;  Varner  v.  State,  72  Ga. 
745 ;  State  v.  Stickney,  53  Kan.  308,  42  Am. 
St.  Rep.  284,  36  Pac  714;  State  v.  Adams, 
115  N.  C.  775,  20  S.  E.  722;  6  Cyc.  Law  & 
Proc.  p.  182,  and  cases  cited. 

Upon  the  second  question,  the  state's  evi- 
dence shows  that  the  detective  did  not  in- 
stigate the  commission  of  the  offense.  The 
suggestion  of  committing  the  crime,  and  the 
active  planning  of  it,  is  shown  to  have  como 
from  the  defendant  The  detective  fell  in 
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and  agreed  with  the  defendant's  plan.  It 
is  true  the  detective  deceived  the  defendant 
as  to  the  purpose  of  his  complicity  in  the 
crime.  He  assisted  by  his  acts,  but  with  a 
hidden  purpose.  Without  commending  this 
practice,  or  commenting  upon  it  as  danger- 
ous and  generally  of  doubtful  propriety,  wo 
will  say  that,  if  the  defendant  is  shown  to 
have  committed  the  crime  in  its  complete- 
ness, the  feigned  complicity  of  a  detective 
in  the  crime  should  not  be  a  shield  to  the 
defendant.  The  authorities  almost  unani- 
mously hold  that  a  detective  may  aid  in  the 
commission  of  the  offense  in  conjunction 
with  a  criminal,  and  that  the  fact  will  not 
exonerate  the  guilty  party.  Mere  deception 
by  the  detective  will  not  shield  the  defend- 
ant, if  the  offense  be  committed  by  him  free 
from  the  influence  or  instigation  of  the  de- 
tective. The  detective  must  not  prompt  or 
urge  or  lead  in  the  commission  of  the  offense. 
The  defendant  must  act  freely  of  his  own 
motion,  and,  if  he  so  acts,  the  fact  that  the 
detective  was  not  an  accomplice  in  fact  will 
not  accrue  to  his  benefit.  The  defendant  is 
not  to  be  charged  with  what  was  done  by 
the  detective,  as  the  two  are  not  acting  to- 
gether for  A  common  purpose.  As  was  said 
by  the  court  in  State  v.  Jansen,  22  Kan.  498: 
"The  act  of  a  detective  may,  perhaps,  not  be 
imputable  to  the  defendant,  as  there  is  a 
want  of  a  community  of  motive.  .  .  . 
But  where  each  of  the  overt  acts  going  to 
make  up  the  crime  charged  is  personally 
done  by  the  defendant,  and  with  criminal 
intent,  his  guilt  is  complete,  no  matter  what 
motives  may  prompt  or  what  acts  be  done 
by  the  party  who  is  with  and  apparently  as- 
sisting him."  The  cases  cited  above  are  all 
to  the  effect  that  the  assistance  of  a  detect 
ive  in  a  burglary  is  no  defense  to  a  person 
who  himself  does  every  act  essential  to  con- 
stitute the  burglary. 

The  defendant  did  not  testify  at  the  trial, 
hence  the  facts  as  to  what  transpired  be- 
tween him  and  Walker  at  and  before  the 
burglary  are  all  to  be  gathered  from  Walk- 
er's testimony.  From  this  testimony,  care- 
fully scrutinized,  there  is  no  support,  even 
by  inference  from  the  facts  stated,  for  the 
contention  that  Walker  instigated  the  crime, 
hence  the  proposed  requests  on  the  question 
of  the  instigation  of  the  crime  by  him  were 
properly  refused  as  not  applicable  to  the  ca«5e 
under  any  theory  or  hypothesis  to  be  drawn 
therefrom.  The  court  gave  the  jury  correct 
instructions  on  the  question  of  consent. 
They  were  told  that  mere  knowledge  by  the 
owner  that  the  building  was  to  be  bur- 
glarized, without  taking  steps  to  prevent  the 
same,  would  not  be  a  consent  to  the  commis- 
sion   of    the    offense.    They   were    also  in- 
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structed  tliat,  if  the  building  was  burglarized 
by  th«  "procurement  and  consent"  of  the 
owner,  the  defendant  would  not  be  guilty. 
The  jury  were  properly  instructed  on  the 
effect  of  the  intoxication  of  the  defendant. 
Under  such  instructions  the  jury  should 
have  acquitted  the  defendant  if  the  facts 
warranted  a  finding  of  intoxication  as  de- 
fined in  the  instructions.  The  evidence,  in 
our  judgment,  would  not  warrant  a  finding 
that  he  was  intoxicated  at  all  when  the 
crime  was  committed. 

Complaint  is  made  on  the  ruling  of  the 
court  in  admitting  admissions  in  the  nature 
of  a  confession  made  by  the  defendant  in 
the  presence  of  the  state's  attorney  and  oth- 
ers soon  after  the  offense  was  committed. 
The  ground  of  complaint  is  that  such  con- 
fession was  made  under  the  inducement  of 
a  promise  made  by  the  detective.  The  de- 
tective told  the  defendant  while  in  jail  after 
his  arrest  that  "in  order  to  help  himself 
out"  he  had  better  tell  who  the  parties  were 
that  were  implicated  in  the  crimes  that  had 
previously  been  committed  in  Minto.  There 
was  nothing  said  by  him  at  this  time  as  to 
the  commission  of  the  offense  for  which  he 
was  tried  and  what  was  there  said  by  de- 
fendant was  not  admitted  in  evidence.  In 
the  conversation  or  presence  of  the  state's 
attorney,  the  defendant  admitted  having  as- 
sisted in  burglarizing  the  Zulesdorff  store. 
At  this  time  defendant  knew  that  Walker 
was  a  detective.  But  there  was  no  promise 
made,  and  there  is  no  ground  for  any  claim 
that  the  admission  was  no^  voluntarily 
made,  and  without  any  suggestion  even  of 
any  benefit  to  be  gained  by  him  by  such  ad- 
mission. The  admission  was  admissible. 
WiHett  V.  People,  27  Hun.  469. 

The  court  read  to  the  jury  the  section  of 
the  Oxie  relating  to  persons  on  trial  for 
offenses  not  becoming  witnesses  for  them- 
selves, and  the  effect  thereof,  and  that  tiie 
jury  should  not  consider  that  fact  in  making 
up  their  verdict.  We  have  recently  held 
that  giving  such  instruction  is  not  error. 
iitate  v.  Wisnetcski,  13  N.  D.  — -,  102  N. 
W.  883. 

Exceptions  were  saved  to  the  introduction 
and  to  the  exclusion  of  certain  evidence. 
We  have  carefully  considered  these  excep- 
tions, and  find  them  without  merit.  One 
of  these  exceptions  relates  to  excluded  evi- 
dence of  the  defendant's  condition  as  to  so- 
briety when  he  was  arrested  two  days  after 
the  burglary.  Another  relates  to  the  own- 
ership of  the  livery  barn  where  the  overcoat 
was  hidden,  and  that  the  owner  was  defend- 
ant's father.  Other  assignments  of  error 
in  refusing  requests  have  been  carefully  con- 
sidered, and  found  not  prejudicial  error,  but 
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properly  refused.  The  evidence  amply  sus- 
tains the  verdict,  and  the  trial  was  without 
prejudicial  error. 

The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

All  concur. 


Thomas    BEARE,    Respt, 

V. 

J.  A.  WRIGHT  et  al.,  Impleaded,  etc,  AppU. 

•( N.  D ) 

*1.  In  an  action  to  recover  damaKCs 
for  false  and  frandnlent  representa- 
tions, by  which  the  plaintiff  had  been  in- 
duced to  exchange  real  property  for  stock  in 
a  corporation,  and  had  affirmed  the  contract 
after  discovering?  the  deceit,  the  measure  of 
plaintiff's  recovery,  in  the  absence  of  a  claim 
for  special  or  exemplary  damages,  is  the 
difference  In  value  between  what  was  re- 
ceived or  parted  with,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  what  would  have  been  received  or  part- 
ed with,  had  the  representations  been  true. 

2.  Misrepresentation  of  tbe  price  paid 
for  property-  by  the  vendor  or  others 
does  not  constitute  actionable  deceit,  in  the 
absence  of  fiduciary  relations  between  the  par- 
ties, or  other  facts  or  circumstances  giving 
rise  to  an  express  or  implied  agreement  that 
the  price  paid  should  determine  the  price  in 
the  contract. 

8.  Where  the  facts  fonnd  In  a  special 
verdict  are  InsnlHclent  to  support  the 
judgment  for  plaintiff,  by  reason  of  the  ab- 
sence of  findings  on  matters  in  dispute  essen- 
tial to  the  complete  determination  of  the 
issues,  a  new^  trial  must  be  granted. 

(January  9,  1005.) 

APPEAL  hy  defendants  Wright  and  Bates 
from  a  judgment  of  the  District  Court 
for  Grand  Forks  County  in  favor  of  plaintiff 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
allerifed  deceit  in  the  exchange  of  property. 
lie  versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Traoy  R.  Bancs,  for  appellants: 

Where  one  is  deceived  and  defrauded  he 
can  recover  as  damages  the  difference  be- 
tween the  value  of  what  he  would  have  ob- 
tained had  the  statement  been  true  and  the 
value  of  what  he  actually  received. 

iFargo  Gas  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Fargo  Oaa  d 
Electric  Co.  4  N.  D.  219,  37  L.  R.  A.  693, 
59  N.  W.  1066. 

^Headnotes  by  Engebud,  J. 


Note. — As  to  measure  of  damages  for  fraudu- 
lent misrepresentations  of  seller  where  contract 
is  not  rescinded,  see  also,  in  this  series,  Rocke- 
feller V.  Merritt,  35  L.  R.  A.  633;  Fargo  Gas- 
light &  Coke  Co.  V.  Fargo  Gas  &  Electric  Co. 
37  L.  It.  A.  593 :  and  Gustafson  v.  Rustemeyer^ 
89  L.  R.  A.  044. 
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Meaara.  F.  B.  Feetham  and  Scott  Bex 

for  respondent. 

Encervd,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
-of  the   court: 

This  is  an  appeal  from  a  judgment  for 
plaintiff  in  an  action  to  recover  damages 
for  alleged  deceit  in  the  exchange  of  proper- 
ty. Tlie  case  was  submitted  to  the  jury 
for  a  special  verdict,  upon  which  judgment 
was  ordered  and  entered  against  these  ap- 
pellants. A  motion  for  new  trial  was  made, 
based  in  part  upon  a  statement  of  the  case 
specifying  as  grounds  for  a  new  trial  nu- 
merous errors  of  law,  and  the  insufficiency 
of  the  evidence  to  justify  some  of  the  find- 
ings of  the  jury,  and  the  insufficiency  of  the 
verdict  to  support  the  judgment.  Tlie  mo- 
tion for  a  new  trial  was  denied.  This  ap- 
peal is  from  the  judgment. 

The  appellants  contend  that  the  facts 
found  by  the  jury  are  insufficient  to  sustain 
the  judgment,  and  we  think  the  point  is 
well  taken.  The  facts  upon  which  plaintiff 
must  base  his  right  to  recover  are  those  es- 
tablished by  the  admissions  in  the  pleadings 
.and  by  the  special  verdict.  So  far  as  ma- 
terial on  this  appeal,  the  pleadings  disclose 
substantially  the  following  facts:  On  or 
about  December  28,  1901,  respondent  pur- 
chased and  received  from  the  appellants  750 
shares  of  stock  in  a  coal-mining  corporatiou 
in  which  the  appellants  were  stockholders. 
The  par  value  of  the  stock  was  $100  per 
share,  but  it  was  sold  to  the  respondent 
at  a  valuation  of  $20  per  share,  or  $15,000; 
and  in  exchange  for  said  stock  he  sold  and 
conveyed  to  the  appellants  a  lot  and  busi- 
ness block  owned  by  him,  worth,  exclusive 
of  encumbrances,  $15,000.  The  respondent 
did  not  avail  himself  of  the  right  to  re- 
scind the  transaction  when  he  discovered 
the  alleged  fraud  on  the  part  of  appellant. 
He  retains  the  stock,  and  has  affirmed  the 
contract.  He  seeks  to  recover  compensa- 
tion for  the  loss  which  he  avers  he  has 
suffered  by  reason  of  the  falsity  of  the  rep- 
resentations  of   the   appellants. 

All  that  the  jury  found  touching  misrep- 
resentation by  these  appellants  nppe;irs  in 
the  following  questions  and  answers  of  the 
special  verdict:  **Question  5.  Did  the  de- 
fendant Wright  represent  to  plaintiff,  with 
intent  to  induce  him  to  purchase  said  stock, 
that  defendants  Pringle  and  Bates,  or  ei- 
ther of  them,  had  purchased  stock  of  said 
•corporation  at  the  price  of  $20  per  share, 
for  which  they  had  paid  the  sum  of  $20,000  T 
Answer.  Yes."  In  answer  to  question  6 
the  jury  found  that  Bates  made  the  same 
representation  set  forth  in  question  5. 
"Question  9.  Did  the  defendant  Wright 
represent  to  plaintiff,  with  intent  to  in- 
duce him  to  purchase  such  stock  of  said 
69  L.  R.  A. 


corporation,  that  said  corporation  then  had 
in  its  treasury  a     large  amount  of  money 
available  for  the  development  of  the  mine 
of   said    corporation?    Answer.     Yes."     In 
response  to  question  10  the  jury  found  that 
Bates  did  not  make  the  representation  em- 
bodied in  question  9.     In  response  to  other 
questions  the   jury  found   that  the   repre- 
sentations foimd  to  have  been  made  were 
known  by  the  persons  making  them  to  be 
false,  and  that  plaintiff  relied  thereon,  and 
was  induced  thereby  to  purchase  the  stock. 
The  only  finding  as  to  damage  was  the 
following:     "What  detriment  did  the  plain- 
tiff   suffer    by    reason    of    purchasing    such 
stock?    Answer.    $0,995.75."    The  form  of 
this  question  indicates  the  erroneous  theory 
upon  which  the  case  was  submitted  to  the 
jury.     Bearing  in  mind  that  the  plaintiff 
had    voluntarily    affirmed    the   trade    after 
knowledge  of  the  alleged,  deceit,  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  jury  were  asked  to  award  the 
plaintiff   compensation,   not   solely   for    the 
deceit,  but  also  for  the  plaintiff's  own  folly 
in  adhering  to  a  bad   bargain.    The  jury 
were  instructed  that  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages was  the  difference  between  the  actual 
value  of  the  stock  purchased  and  the  value 
of  the  property  given  in  exchange.     It  was 
undisputed  that  the  real  property  traded  for 
the  stock  was  worth  $15,000.    The  method 
by  which  the  jury  were  instructed  to  arrive 
at  the  answer  to  the  question  as  to  damages 
is  shown  by  the  following  instruction :     *'The 
proof  shows  that  at  this  time   [December 
28,   1901]    there  were  9,100  shares  of   the 
capita]  stock  of  this  corporation  outstanding, 
and  each  of  such  shares  was  therefore  worth 
and  of  the  value  of  the  1-9100  part  of  the 
entire  assets  of  the  corporation.    Having, 
then,    first   determined   the   actual   market 
value  of  the  entire  assets  and  business  of 
said  company  at  the  time,  you  will  divide 
such  value  by  9.100,  the  number  of  shares 
of  stock  then  outstanding.    This  will  give 
the  actual  value  of  each  of  such  shares  of 
stock    at    that    time.    Plaintiff    purchased 
750  shares  of  such  stock,  at  the  price  of  $20 
per  share.     If  you  find  that  said  stock  at 
said  time  was  worth  less  than  $20  per  share* 
then  the  difference  between  what  you  find 
to  be  the  actual  value  of  each  share  and  $20 
will  be  the  damage  that  plaintiff  sustained 
on  each  share,  and  750  times  this  will  be 
the   total    sum   at   which   you   will    assess 
plaintiff's  damages  in  answer  to  the  above 
question."    These  instructions  were  except- 
ed to  by  the  defendants,  and  are  assign<Hl 
as  error. 

The  business  of  this  corporation  was  in 
an  undeveloped  state.  It  owned  a  lar^ 
quantity  of  land  in  the  lip^ite  coal  belt,  and 
that  land  was  the  principal  part  of  its  tan- 
gible assets.    It  was  unknown  as  yet  whcth- 
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er  the  enterprise  would  be  a  profitable  one 
-or  not.  In  other  words,  it  was  a  purely 
speculative  venture.  It  was  undisputed 
that  the  plaintiff  knew  it  to  be  such  when 
he  bought  the  stock,  and  that  one  of  the 
principal  inuuoements  for  him  to  buy  the 
stock  was  the  hope  of  great  and  sudden 
wealth,  which  the  investment  promised  to 
yield  if  the  enterprise  should  prove  to  be 
a  profitable  speculation.  It  appears  from 
the  record  of  the  evidence  admitted  and 
excluded,  and  the  instructions  of  the  court, 
that  in  determining  the  value  of  the  stock 
the  jury  were  permitted  to  take  into  consid- 
eration only  the  actual  net  value  of  the  tan- 
gible assets  of  the  corporation.  It  is  ap- 
parent that,  if  the  respondent's  theory  of 
this  case  shall  prevail,  the  result  will  be 
that  respondent  will  have  all  the  advan- 
tages of  the  speculative  features  of  the 
enterprise,  without  assuming  all  the  risk  of 
such  a  speculation.  His  position  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  if  he  were  to  claim  a 
right  to  share  in  the  distribution  of  prizes 
at  a  lottery  without  paying  for  the  chance. 
It  is  no  answer  to  this  proposition  to  say 
that  respondent  would  not  have  engaged  in 
the  enterprise  if  he  had  not  been  deceived 
by  the  appellants.  The  unanswerable  ob- 
jection to  that  argument  is  that  respondent 
voluntarily  chose  to  adhere  to  the  bargain, 
and  retain  all  the  benefits  and  advantages 
•of  the  speculation,  after  he  knew  he  had 
been  deceived.  He  thereby  forever  estopped 
himself  to  claim  any  compensation  for 
loss  resulting  from  the  making  of  the  trade. 
It  was  an  affirmance  of  the  contract. 
Whether  the  bargain  was  good  or  bad,  he 
must  abide  by  it  and  take  the  consequences 
of  his  speculation.  He  cannot  affirm  the 
contract  to  the  extent  of  the  actual,  present 
value  of  the  tangible  property  received,  and 
repudiate  the  speculative  feature  of  it.  Up- 
on the  discovery  of  the  deceit  he  had  his 
election  to  rescind  or  affirm,  but  he  could 
not  rescind  in  part  and  affirm  the  remain- 
der. An  affirmance  in  part  validated  the 
entire  contract.  Rev.  Codes  1809,  S  3934; 
Orannis  v.  Hooker,  31  Wis.  474.  Having 
thus  validated  the  contract,  the  only  rem- 
edy left  to  the  respondent  was  to  seek  com- 
pensation in  damages  for  the  loss  resulting 
from  the  falsity  of  the  representations  up- 
on the  faith  of  which  he  made  the  trade. 
The  rule  by  which  such  damages  &re  to  be 
measured,  where  no  special  or  exemplary 
damages  are  claimed,  was  announced  by  this 
court  in  Fa/rgo  Oas  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Fargo 
Gas  d  Electric  Co.  4  N.  D.  219,  37  L.  K  A. 
593,  59  N.  W.  1066,  to  be  the  difference  be- 
tween what  the  property  received  would 
have  been  worth  if  as  represented,  and  what 
it  was  actually  worth  at  the  time  of  the  sale. 
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I  In  other  words,  the  measure  of  damages  for 
deceit  where  the  contract  is  affirmed  is  pre- 
cisely the  same  as  for  a  breach  of  warranty 
in  a  contract  of  sale.  Respondeat  argues  that 
the  rule  adopted  and  applied  in  that  case  is 
not  a  universal  rule  of  general  application, 
but  is  applicable  only  where  the  circum- 
stances are  like  those  in  that  case.  Counsel 
cites  §  4997,  Rev.  Codes:  "For  the  breach  of 
an  obligation  not  arising  from  contract,  the 
measure  of  damages,  except  when  otherwise 
expressly  provided  by  this  Code,  is  the 
amount  which  will  compensate  for  all  the 
detriment  proximately  caused  thereby, 
whether  it  could  have  been  anticipated  or 
not."  And  $  3941,  Rev.  Codes  1899:  "One 
who  wilfully  deceives  another  with  intent  to 
induce  him  to  alter  his  position  to  his  injury 
or  risk  is  liable  for  any  damage  which  he 
thereby  suffers."  He  further  cites  §  3942, 
Rev.  Codes  1899,  defining  actionable  deceit, 
and  §  3848,  Rev.  Codes  1899,  defining  actual 
fraud,  and  calls  attention  to  the  fact  that 
actionable  deceit  and  actual  fraud  are  de- 
fined by  the  statute  in  the  same  language. 
From  these  provisions  of  the  Code  the  con- 
clusion is  deduced  that  in  all  cases  of  ac- 
tual fraud  the  defrauded  party  can  waive 
rescission  and  recover  damages,  and  that 
such  damages  are  to  be  measured  by  the  dif- 
ference in  value  between  what  he  received 
and  what  he  parted  with,  regardless  of  the 
nature  of  the  false  representations.  Ac- 
cording to  respondent's  theory,  it  matters 
not  whether  the  representations  were  such 
as  to  affect  the  value  of  the  subject-matter 
of  the  contract,  or  not.  If  they  come  with- 
in the  general  definition  of  actual  fraud, 
and  the  contract  was  induced  thereby,  the 
victim  of  the  deceit  can  recover  damages 
measured  by  the  rule  he  has  stated. 

The  provisions  of  the  Civil  Code  cited  by 
counsel  are  merely  declaratory  of  well-estab- 
lished common-law  principles.  Deceit  is  ac- 
tual fraud,  and  where  the  apparent  consent 
of  one  party  to  a  contract  has  been  induced 
by  the  actual  fraud  of  the  other  the  contract 
is  voidable.  It  is  voidable  not  because  of 
any  supposed  pecuniary  damage  done  to  the 
defrauded  party,  but  because  the  consent  of 
the  latter  was  not  free.  Rev.  Codes  1899, 
S§  3836,  3841-3844.  And  fraud,  actual  or 
constructive,  renders  a  contract  voidable  for 
the  same  reason  that  mistake,  undue  influ- 
ence, duress,  etc.,  have  the  same  effect.  Sec- 
tions 3941,  3942,  Rev.  Codes  1899,  merely  de- 
clare that  actual  fraud  is  a  tort  for  which 
the  guilty  party  is  liable  to  the  injured  party 
if  any  damage  has  been  suffered  by  the  lat- 
ter. In  other  words,  actual  fraud,  with  dam- 
age, is  a  good  cause  of  action,  and  constitutes 
acttionable  deceit.  These  statutory  declara- 
tions of  general  principles  throw  no  light 
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on  the  precise  question  in  this  case.  It  is 
conceded  that  a  person  guilty  of  deceit  ia 
liable  for  all  damages  proximately  result- 
ing from  thQ  wrong.  The  question  to  be  de- 
termined is,  What  loss,  if  any,  has  the  plain- 
tiff suffered  as  the  proximate  result  of  the 
false  representations?  Respondent  asserts 
that  he  was  inveigled  into  the  speculation  by 
the  deceit  of  the  appellants,  and  therefore 
the  false  representations  are  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  loss  he  has  suffered.  The  ar- 
gument is  more  plausible  than  sound. 
While  it  .is  true  that  he  was  inveigled  into 
the  speculation  under  a  false  impression  of 
the  facts,  it  is  also  conceded  that  he  volun- 
tarily elected  to  retain  his  interest  in  the  en- 
terprise after  he  was  aware  of  the  defen- 
dants' misrepresentations^  and  notwith- 
standing that  he  could  have  escaped  all 
the  consequences  of  a  bad  speculation  by 
withdrawing  from  it  by  rescission.  It  is 
therefore  clear  that  that  part  of  the  loss 
which  would  have  resulted  from  the  making 
of  such  a  trade  on  the  same  terms  without 
deceit  is  due  to  plaintiff's  own  folly,  and 
is  not  properly  chargeable  to  the  false  rep- 
resentation. 

An  instructive  case  on  this  subject  is* 
that  of  Page  v.  Parker,  43  N.  H.  363,  80  Am. 
Dec.  172.  The  plaintiff  had  been  induced  by 
false  representations  to  purchase  an  inter- 
est in*a  marble  quarry,  and  pay  therefor  a 
sum  much  greater  than  its  actual  value. 
The  defendants  had  made  many  representa- 
tions. Some  were  false«  some  true,  and 
others  immaterial.  The  plaintiff  sued  to  re- 
cover damages  for  deceit.  The  court  held 
that  the  measure  of  damages  in  such  cases 
is  the  difference  between  the  value  of  the 
property  as  it  actually  was,  and  its  value 
as  it  would  have  been  if  it  were  such  as  it 
was  represented  to  be  in  those  particulars 
in  relation  to  which  the  false  and  fraudu- 
lent representations  were  made.  The  quali- 
fying clause  which  we  have  italicized  was 
said  to  be  advisable  in  order  to  make  it 
clear  to  the  jury  that  the  damages  must  be 
confined  to  such  items  of  loss  as  were  proxi- 
mately caused  by  the  representations  which 
were  false  and  material.  To  illustrate:  If 
there  were  ten  material  representations, 
and  only  one  was  false,  the  plaintiff  was  en- 
titled to  compensation  only  to  the  extent 
that  the  value  of  the  quarry  was  diminished 
by  the  nonexistence  of  the  one  fact  which 
was  falsely  represented  to  exist.  In  Van 
Epps  V.  Harrison,  5  Hill,  63,  40  Am.  Dec. 
314,  a  good  illustration  of  the  same  proposi- 
tion appears.  The  defendant  had  given  his 
bond  for  an  interest  in  certain  land,  which 
was  supposed  to  be  very  valuable  as  a  town 
site.  The  price  paid  for  the  land  was  far  in 
excess  of  its  real  value,  having  been  based  up- 
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on  "boom"  prices  of  land  then  prevailing. 
The  defendant,  among  other  things,  claimed 
that  the  plaintiff  had  been  guilty  of  deceit 
in  the  sale  by  falsely  representing  that  the 
land  was  even,  level,  and  suitable  for  buihi- 
ing  purposes,  and  required  no  grading.  Jus- 
tice Bronson,  in  stating  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages to  be  applied  in  that  case,  used  this  lan- 
guage: "As  the  land,  whether  the  repre- 
sentations were  true  or  false,  was  in  reality 
worth  only  a  small  part  of  the  price  which 
the  defendant  agreed  to  pay,  there  may  be 
some  difficulty  in  answering  the  question. 
.  .  .  We  must  not  go  back  to  the  date 
of  the  contract  for  the  price,  and  then  come 
down  to  the  present  day  for  the  actual  val- 
ue of  the  land,  and  charge  the  plaintiff  with 
the  difference.  The  defendant  must  bear  the 
consequences  of  the  prevailing  delusion 
about  prices  and  new  towns  under  which 
the  purchase  was  made.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  plaintiff  cannot  say  that  his  fraud  has 
worked  no  injury,  because  everj'body  has 
now  found  out  that  the  land  never  was 
worth  anything  for  the  purpose  of  building 
a  town  upon  it.  .  .  .  The  cause  must,  as 
far  as  practicable,  be  tried  just  as  it  would 
have  been  tried  the  day  after  the  contract 
was  made,  if  the  question  had  arisen  at  that 
time.  The  jury  must  assume,  what  the 
parties  then  believed,  that  the  land  was  val- 
uable as  the  site  for  a  town,  and  tlicn  in- 
quire how  much  less  the  land  was  worth  for 
building  purposes,  taking  the  surface  as  it 
actually  existed,  than  it  would  have  been 
worth  for  those  purposes  had  the  plaintiff's 
representation  concerning  the  surface  been 
true."  We  believe  these  cases  are  sound 
and  in  accord  with  the  overwhelming  weight 
of  authority.  They  illustrate  the  appli<»».- 
tion  of  the  rule  announced  by  this  court 
in  Fargo  Gas  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Fargo  (ias  d 
Electric  Co,  4  N.  D.  219,  37  L.  R.  A.  593,  59 
N.  W.  1066,  in  cases  where  the  circum- 
stances were  analogous  to  those  presented 
by  the  case  at  bar.  We  can  conceive  of  no 
reason  why  the  circumstances  of  this  case 
should  call  for  the  application  of  different 
principles  in  determining  the  rights  and  lia- 
bilities of  the  parties  than  are  applied  in 
other  cases  of  deceit.  There  are  cases 
which  seem  to  make  such  a  distinction. 
Amongst  them  may  be  mentioned  Crater  v, 
Binninger,  33  N.  J.  L.  513,  97  Am.  Dec.  737  ; 
Smith  V.  Bolles,  132  U.  S.  125,  33  L.  ed. 
279,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  39 ;  Sigafus  v.  Porter, 
179-U.  S.  116,  45  L.  ed.  113,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
S^lReynolds  v.  Franklin,  44  Minn.  30.  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  640,  46  N.  W.  1.39;  High  v. 
Berret,  148  Pa.  261,  23  Atl.  1004.  These 
cases  seem  to  hold  that  in  such  casen  as 
this  the  measure  of  damages  is  that  adopt- 
ed by  the  trial  court, — the  difference  in  val- 
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lie  between  what  is  parted  with  and  what  is 
leoeiyed.  These  cases  seem  to  proceed  upon 
the  theory  advocated  by  the  respondent  in 
this  ease, — that  the  entire  loss  resulting 
from  a  contract  induced  by  false  representa- 
tion is  proximately  caused  by  the  deceit,  be- 
cause the  contract  would  not  have  been 
made  if  deceit  had  not  been  practised.  For 
the  reasons  hereinbefore  stated,  that  theory 
is,  in  .our  opinion,  erroneous.  The  first 
case  in  this  country  which  we  can  find  in 
which  such  a  theory  is  advanced  is  that  of 
Grater  v.  Binninger,  33  N.  J.  L.  513,  97  Am. 
Dec  737,  where  Chief  Justice  Beasley  confi- 
dently asserts  that  the  rule  is  well  estab- 
lished. The  chancellor,  however,  wrote  a 
separate  opinion  in  that  case,  from  which  it 
appears  that  he  differed  from  the  chief  jus- 
tice aa  to  the  ordinary  rule  of  damages  in 
cases  of  deceit.  The  chancellor  proceeds  to 
show  that  the  ordinary  measure  of  compen- 
sation for  deceit  is  the  same  as  for  breach 
of  warranty,  but  concludes  his  opinion  with 
the  following  remarkable  proposition:  ''In 
this  case  Crater  was  willing  to  go  in  with 
Binninger  at  the  cost  price.  Had  Binninger 
told  him  truly  that  the  cost  price  was 
$18,000,  he  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  will- 
ing to  go  in  at  that  price,  and  would  have 
paid  at  that  rate,  and,  if  any  subsequent 
loss  was  sustained,  would  have  had  no 
claim  against  Binninger;  and  the  true 
measure  of  damages  appears  to  me  to  be 
the  excess  which  he  was  induced  to  pay  by 
the  false  and  fraudulent  representation  of 
Binninger.  If  that  was  the  difference  be 
tween  $18,000  and  $28,000,  the  one  eighth 
would  be  $1,250,  which,  with  the  interest, 
would  be  the  real  damage.  And  the  plain- 
tiff below  would  be  entitled  to  recover  these 
damages,  although  he  had  made  double  the 
amount  out  of  the  enterprise  as  clear  profit. 
If,  however,  the  jury  would  believe  that 
Crater,  if  he  had  been  told  the  real  price, 
would  not  have  entered  into  the  transaction 
at  that  price,  but  would  have  taken  a  share 
in  the  lands  only  at  the  higher  price,  then 
his  embarking  in  the  transaction  at  all  was 
the  result  of  the  fraud  of  Binninger,  and 
the  rule  of  the  judge  at  the  trial  was  the 
correct  one ;  but  it  should  have  been  so  stat- 
ed to  the  jury."  If  we  understand  the 
chancellor's  language  correctly,  it  was  his 
opinion  that  in  such  a  case  the  jury  should 
be  left  to  speculate  as  to  the  probable  course 
of  conduct  which  the  injured  party  would 
or  would  not  have  pursued  under  one  or 
the  other  supposed  state  of  facts,  and  the 
measure  of  compensation  would  depend  up- 
on what  the  jury  conjectured  the  plaintiff 
would  have  done  if  he  had  known  the  truth. 
As  both  opinions  were  for  reversal  of  the 
trial  court,  it  is  impossible  to  tell  which  of 
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the  two  opinions  received  the  sanction  of 
the  majority  of  the  court.  In  Smith  v. 
Bollea,  132  U.  S.  125,  33  L.  ed.  279,  10  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  39,  the  opinion  of  Chief  Justice 
Beasley  in  Crater  v.  Binninger  is  cited  as 
authority.  As  an  additional  reason  for 
adopting  that  rule.  Chief  Justice  Fuller  said 
that  the  defendant  should  not  be  held  liable 
for  "the  expected  fruits  of  an  unrealized  spec- 
ulation." If  it  were  true  that  the  other 
rule  imposed  such  liability,  it  is  obvious 
that  the  argument  of  the  chief  justice  would 
be  fatal  to  the  imiversal  rule  prevailing  in 
case  of  breach  of  warranty.  In  cases  of  de- 
ceit or  for  breach  of  warranty,  as  well  as 
in  all  other  actions  in  tort  or  on  contract 
for  the  recovery  of  damages,  conjecture  or 
speculation  as  a  basis  for  estimating  dam- 
ages are  excluded,  for  reasons  familiar  to 
the  profession;  and  consequently  the  pre- 
vailing rule  in  breach  of  warranty  and  de- 
ceit does  not  in  fact  give  the  injured  party 
"the  expected  fruits  of  an  unrealized  specu- 
lation." The.  decision  in  Smith  v.  Bolles 
was  followed  and  approved  in  Sigafus  v. 
Porter,  179  U.  S.  116,  45  L.  ed.  113,  21 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  34.  The  same  doctrine  seems 
to  have  been  given  root  in  England  by  the 
case  of  Peek  v.  Derry,  L.  R.  37  Ch.  Div.  641, 
decided  in  1887.  That  case  was  reversed  by 
the  House  of  Lords  ( L.  K  14  App.  Cas.  357 ) 
on  the  ground  that  the  facts  did  not  con- 
stitute actionable  deceit,  and  hence  there 
was  no  occasion  to  express  any  opinion  as 
to  the  propriety  of  the  measure  of  dam- 
ages adopted  in  the  lower  court.  The  Amer- 
ican cases  which  hav€5  adopted  the  rule  ad- 
vocated by  Chief  Justice  Beasley  in  Crater 
V.  Binninger,  33  N.  J.  L.  513,  97  Am.  Dec. 
737,  seem  to  have  been  based  upon  the  au- 
thority of  Crater  v.  Binninger,  Smith  v. 
Bolles,  132  U.  S.  125,  33  L.  ed.  279,  10  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  39,  and  Peek  v.  Derry,  L.  R.  37 
Ch.  Div.  541.  The  weight  of  authority  as 
well  as  the  better  reason  is  against  the  rule 
supported  by  these  cases.  See  cases  cited  in 
Fargo  Qm  d  Coke  Co,  v.  Fargo  Oa^  d  Eleo- 
trie  Co.  4  N.  D.  219,  37  L.  R.  A.  593,  59  N. 
W.  1066;  4  Sutherland,  Damages,  3d  ed.  p. 
3401,  note  1. 

It  is  plain  to  be  seen  that  the  rule  advo- 
cated in  the  cases  mentioned  in  some  in- 
stances deprives  the  plaintiff  of  full  compen- 
sation for  the  loss  of  what  his  bargain  en- 
titled him  to,  and  in  others  imposes  upon 
the  defendant  liability  for  losses  not  attrib- 
utable to  his  fault.  That  rule  sets  up  an 
arbitrary  measure  of  damages,  which  vio- 
lates that  cardinal  principle  of  the  law  of 
torts  that  the  party  at  fault  shall  be  held 
liable  only  for  just  compensation  for  the 
detriment  proximately  caused  by  his  wrong- 
ful act.     That  principle  is  expressed  in  our 
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Civil  Code  by  }  6014,  Rev.  Codes  1899,  as 
follows:  "Notwithstanding  the  provisions 
of  this  chapter,  no  person  can  recover  a 
greater  amount  in  damages  for  the  breach 
of  an  obligation  [contract  of  tort]  thah  he 
could  have  gained  by  the  full  performance 
thereof  on  both  sides  except  in  the  cases 
specified  in  the  subdivisions  on  exemplary 
damages  and  penal  damages  and  in  S§  4996, 
5003,  and  5004."  (Breach  of  promise  to 
marry,  seduction,  and  wilful  or  grossly  neg- 
ligent injury  to  domestic  animals.) 

We  can  see  no  difficulty  in  applying  to  the 
facts  of  this  case  the  same  rule  which  was 
applied  in  Fargo  Oas  d  Coke  Co.  v.  Fargo 
Gaa  d  Electric  Co.  4  N.  D.  219,  37  L.  R.  A. 
593,  59  N.  W.  1066.  Compare  what  has 
been  received  with  what  would  have  been 
received  if  the  facts  had  been  as  they  were 
represented  to  be,  or,  if  the  deceit  affected 
the  amount  of  money  or  property  parted 
with,  compare  the  value  of  that  property 
with  what  should  have  been  given  if  there 
had  been  no  deceit.  The  difference  is  the 
measure  of  compensation  for  plaintiff's  loss 
if  there  are  no  penal  or  exemplary  damages. 
It  is  apparent  that  the  speculative  feature 
of  the  transaction  is  common  to  both  termn 
of  the  equation,  and  is  therefore  eliminated 
from  the  problem. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that 
the  findings  of  the  special  verdict  are  insuffi- 
cient to  support  the  judgment.     It  is  appar- 
ent that  the  representation  as  to  what  oth- 
ers paid  for  the  stock  did  not  affeot  its  val- 
ue.    It  has  not  been  found  that  there  were 
any  fiduciary  relations  existing  between  the 
parties,  or  that  there  were  any  other  facts 
or  circumstances  giving  rise  to  an  implied 
agreement  that  the  price  paid  by  the  vendor 
or  others  should  be  the  price  to  the  plaintiff. 
It  is  not  found  or  admitted  that  there  was 
any  express  contract  to  that  effect.    In  the 
abfeence  of  special  circumstances  of  that  na- 
ture, a  mere  false  statement  as  to  the  price 
paid  by  the  vendor  or  others  is  not  action- 
able deceit.    Hauk  v.  Brownell,  120  111.  161. 
11  N.  E.  416;  Teachout  v.  Van  Hoesen,  76 
Iowa,  113,  1  L.  R.  A.  664,  14  Am.  St,  Rep. 
206,  40  N.  W.  96;   Kilgore  v.  Bruce,   166 
Mass.  136,  44  N.  E.  108;  Davenport  v.  Bu- 
chanan, 6  S.  D.  376,  61  N.  W.  47 ;  Coultei- 
v.  Clark,  66  N.  E.  739 ;  Sandford  v.  Handy, 
23  Wend.  260;  Smith  v.  Countryman,  30  N. 
Y.  655;  Ellis  v.  Andreica,  56  N.  Y.  83,  15 
Am.  Rep.  379;  Fairchild  v.  McMahon,  139 
N.  Y.  290,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  701,  34  N.  E. 
779;  Miller  v.  Barber,  66  N.  Y.  558;  Huhhell 
▼.  Meige,  50  N.  Y.  480;  Medbury  v.  Wataon, 
6  Met.  246,  39  Am.  Dec.  726;  Hemmer  v. 
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Cooper,  8  Allen,  334;  and  other  cases  eiteft 
in  notes  4  and  5,  p.  492,  Bigelow,  Fr. 

To  avoid  any  misapprehension  from  the 
use  of  the  term  "fiduciary  relation"  in  speak- 
ing of  the  special  circumstances  under 
which  a  misrepresentation  as  to  cost  or  val- 
ue may  constitute  deceit,  we  will  say  that 
we  do  not  use  that  term  in  its  technical 
sense.  We  apply  it  to  any  situation  where 
trust  and  confidence  are  reposed  by  one  par- 
ty in  another  under  such  circumstances  a» 
to  impose  on  the  person  trusted  the  obliga- 
tion to  act  in  good  faith. 

It  has  been  said  that  the  courts  of  Mas- 
sachusetts and  Maine  have  held  that  a  mis- 
representation as  to  cost  is  not  material, 
and  that  those  courts  are  at  variance  with 
the  courts  of  New  York  and  others.     Bigr- 
low,  Fr.  p.  492.    This  loose  expression  ha*, 
led  to  the  erroneous  idea  that  some  courts— 
especially  those   of  New   York— have   held 
that  a  mere  misrepresentation  of  cost  may 
constitute  actionable  deceit.     The  language 
of  Justice  Bronson  in  Van  Epp$  v.  Harrison^ 
5  Hill,  63,  40  Am,  Dec.  314,  seems  to  give 
color    to    this    idea.     The    learned    justice 
seems  to  have  entirely  overlooked  in  that 
case  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  had  either 
expressly  or  impliedly  a^eed  that  the  de- 
fendant and  the  other  persons  who  contrib- 
uted to  the  purchase  price  were  to  be  let 
in  "on  the  ground  floor"  in  the  speculation, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  plaintiff,  and  were 
therefore  entitled,  under  the  contract,  to  re- 
ceive their  respective  shares  of  the  land  on 
the  basis  of  the  price  paid  by  the  plaintiff. 
In  other  words,  the  terms  of  the  contract  it- 
self made  the  price  paid  by  the  vendor  n 
material  fact,  and  hence  the  misrepresenta- 
tion as  to  the  price  paid  was  clearly  action- 
able deceit.     It  was  doubtless  for  this  rea- 
son that  the  majority  of  the  court  overruled 
Justice    Bronson.     Analysis    of    the    other 
cases  in  New  York  and  elsewhere,  we  think, 
will  disclose  that  there  is  in  fact  no  real 
difference  of  opinion  as  to  when  a  misrepre- 
sentation as  to  the  price  paid  by  the  vendor 
or  others  will  or  will  not  constitute  action- 
able deceit.     However  inaccurately  the  idea 
may  be  expressed,  the  rule  as  exemplified 
by  all  the  cases  seems  to  be  fairly  uniform 
that  a  mere  representation  as  to  the  price 
paid  by  the  vendor  or  others  is  not  action- 
able in  the  absence  of  special  circumstance? 
such  as  those  we  have  mentioned.     The  find- 
ing that  Wright  wilfully  misrepresented  the 
amount  of  funds  in  the  treasury  convicted 
the  defendant  Wright  of  actionable  deceit, 
but  there  was  no  finding  or  admission  in  the 
pleadings  or  evidence  from  which  it  can  be 
ascertained  how  much  he  falsely  exaggerat- 
ed the  assets  in  this   respect.    There  are 
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therefore  no  means  of  determining  the 
c  mount  of  loss  by  reason  of  this  misrepre- 
sentation. 

By  reason  of  the  erroneous  theory  as  to 
the  measure  of  damages  upon  which  the 
case  was  tried,  the  findings  neither  support 
the  judgment,  nor  exonerate  the  appellants. 
There  must  therefore  be  a  new  trial.  The 
view  we  have  taken  of  the  case  renders  it 


unnecessary  to  discuss  the  other  assignments 
of  error,  as  the  questions  presented  by  them 
are  not  apt  to  arise  on  another  trial. 

The  judgment  ie  reversed  and  a  new  trial 
granted  as  to  both  appellants. 

All  concur. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled  May  31, 
1905. 


OHIO  SUPREME  COURT. 


Simon  W.  CRAMER,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

SOUTHERN  OHIO  LOAN  &  TRUST  COM- 
PANY.      • 
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.Ohio.. 


.) 


•1.  Section  888e-8,  Bates's  Anno.  Stat, 
p.  2180,  nvbich  confers  povrer  on 
bnlldinff  and  loan  aasodatlons  "to  as- 
sess and  collect  from  members  and  depositors 
such  dues,  fines,  Interest,  and  premium  on 
loans  made,  or  other  assessments,  as  may  be 
provided  for  in  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws,'* and  which  farther  provides  that  "such 
dues,  fines,  premiums,  or  other  assessments, 
shall  not  be  deemed  usury,  although  in  ex- 
cess of  the  legal  rate  of  interest," — is  a  valid 
enactment,  and  Is  not  In  conflict  with  |  26 
of  art  2,  nor  with  |  2  of  art.  1,  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Ohio. 

2.  L'nder  tbe  provisions  of  said  atatnte, 
the  premium  for  a  loan,  if  reasonable  in 
amount,  need  not  be  ascertained  by  com- 
petitive bidding  for  precedence  in  obtaining 
the  loan,  but  it  may  be  fixed  at  a  uniform 
rate  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
association. 

(May  2,  1005.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Pauld- 
ing County  to  review  a  judgment  re- 
versing a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  plaintiff's  favor  for  a  less 
amount  than  demanded  in  an  action  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  which  had  been  given  to 
secure  the  payment  of  a  loan.     Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Prloe,  J.: 

The  defendant  in  error  began  a  suit  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  of  Paulding  county 
against  the  plaintiff  in  error  and  his  wife 

^Headnotea  by  the  Codbt. 


(who  is  now  deceased)  to  foreclose  a  mort- 
gage on  certain  real  estate  in  that  county, 
and  for  a  personal  judgment  against  the  hus- 
band. The  petition  alleges  that  plaintiff  is 
a  corporation  under  the  laws  of  Ohio,  and 
organized  for  the  purpose  of  raising  money 
to  be  loaned  among  its  members,  and  that  it 
is  engaged  in  that  business ;  that  on  the  24th 
day  of  June,  189(5,  under  an  application  in 
writing  for  that  purpose,  and  submitted  to 
said  company,  Cramer  became  a  member  of 
the  company,  and  a  stockholder  to  the  extent 
of  17  shares  of  instalment  stock  of  class  B- 
of  $100  each  share;  that  on  the  same  day 
he  made  application  for  a  loan  of  $1,700,. 
and  offered  as  security  for  the  same  the 
mortgage  in  suit,  an  assignment  of  all  fire- 
insurance  on  the  buildings,  and  a  transfer 
of  the  17  shares  of  stock;  that  the  applica- 
tion contained,  besides  a  description  of  the- 
real  estate,  several  conditions  with  which  ho 
would  comply;  that,  acting  on  the  applica- 
tion, the  company  loaned  to  Cramer  $1,700, 
and  as  security  for  which  he  gave  the  mort- 
gage, assigned  the  fire  insurance,  and  trans- 
ferred the  said  shares  of  stock. 

It  is  alleged  that  Cramer,  as  one  of  the 
stipulations  of  the  mortgage,  "agreed  to  pay 
monthly,  without  demand  therefor,  until 
said  loan  was  fully  repaid,  as  follows: 
'The  dues  upon  said  17  shares  of  stock;  the 
5  per  cent  premium  bid  upon  said  $1,700, 
5  per  cent  interest  on  said  $1,700,  and,  in 
addition  thereto,  to  pay  all  fines,  penalties, 
and  other  charges  which  should  become  due 
against  said  shares,  and  all  taxes,  assess- 
ments, cobts  of  insurance,  and  other  charges 
upon  said  premises,  in  accordance  with  the 
constitution  and  by-laws  theretofore  duly 
adopted  by  said  company.'  "     The  dues  were 


Non. — For  other  cases  in  this  series  as  to 
validity  of  statute  exempting  building  and  loan 
associations  from  operation  of  the  usury  laws, 
see  Smoot  v.  People*s  Perpetual  Loan  &  Bldg. 
Asso.  41  L.  R.  A.  589,  and  Iowa  8av.  ft  L.  Asso. 
V.  Ileldt.  43  L.  R.  A.  689. 

As  to  usury  in  contracts  by  building  and  loan 
associations  pencrally,  see  note  to  Reeve  v. 
Ladies*  Bid?.  Asso.  Perpetual,  18  L.  B.  A.  129 ; 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Pioneer  Sav.  &  L.  Co.  v.  Cannon,  33  L.  R.  A. 
112 ;  B'alls  v.  United  States  Sav.  Loan  ft  Bldg. 
Co.  24  L.  R.  A.  174  ;  Bennett  v.  Eastern  Bldg. 
ft  L.  Asso.  34  L.  R.  A.  595 ;  Smoot  v.  People's 
Perpetual  Loan  ft  Bldg.  Asso.  41  L.  R.  A. 
589  ;  Iowa  Sav.  ft  L.  Asso.  v.  Heidt,  43  L.  R.  A. 
689 ;  Borrowers'  ft  Investors'  Bldg.  Asso.  v. 
Eklund.  62  L.  R.  A.  637;  and  Pacific  States 
Sav.  Loan  ft  Bldg.  Co.  v.  Hill,  50  L.  R.  A.  163. 
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fixed  at  $8.50  per  month  on  the  17  shares. 
The  company  alleged  that  Cramer  failed  to 
keep  and  perform  the  agreement  made  in  his 
application  and  mortgage,  so  that  on  the 
14th  day  of  October,  1902,  the  sum  due  upon 
said  loan,  including  principal,  interest,  pre- 
miums, fines  incurred  on  said  stock,  and 
cost  of  insurance  paid  by  the  company,  ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  agreement, 
amounted  to  $2,787.35  and  that  Cramer  had 
paid  thereon  in  cash  and  dividends  to  be  ap- 
plied only  the  sum  of  $1,391.83,  leaving  a 
balance  due  at  that  date  of  $1,395.52.  For 
this  amount  the  petition  prays  judgment 
and  foreclosure. 

The  answer  of  Cramer  admits  that  he  ob- 
tained a  loan  from  the  Southern  Ohio  Loan 
&  Trust  Company  for  $1,700,  and  gave  his 
mortgage  to  secure  the  same ;  admits  that  he 
has  paid  thereon  the  sum  of  $1,391.83;  but 
he  denies  each  and  every  other  allegation  of 
the  petition.  He  further  answered  "that 
§  3836-3  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of  Ohio 
(Bates's  Anno.  Stat.  2130),  in  so  far  as  it 
presumes  to  authorize  building  and  loan  as- 
sociations to  collect  dues,  fines,  interest,  and 
premiums  in  excess  of  the  legal  rate  of  in- 
terest, is  unconstitutional,  against  the  pub- 
lic policy  of  the  said  state  of  Ohio,  and 
void."  He  further  claims  in  the  answer 
"that  any  amount  or  sum  of  money  exacted 
or  attempted  to  be  collected  by  the  .  .  . 
company  is  usurious,  and  he  claims  the  priv- 
ilege of  the  usury  statutes  of  the  said  state 
of  Ohio."  For  the  purpose  of  a  settlement, 
and  for  no  other  purpose,  he  tendered  in 
the  answer  the  sum  of  $900,  and  he  prays 
that  "all  amounts  collected  and  heretofore 
paid  in  excess  of  the  legal  rate  of,  interest  be 
credited  to  him  as  payments  of  that  amount 
of  principal,  and,  if  the  amount  found  to  be 
due  is  less  than  the  amount  here  tendered, 
that  the  plaintiff  be  decreed  to  pay  all  costs 
after  the  date  of  making  of  the  said  tender." 
A  jury  was  waived,  and  the  cause  was  heard 
and  submitted  to  the  court,  who  made  find- 
ings of  fact  in  substance,  that  the  plaintiff 
in  that  court,  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1896, 
was,  and  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  a  domestic 
building  and  loan  association,  duly  organized 
and  empowered  under  the  laws  of  Ohio,  as 
such  associations  are  described  and  defined 
by  S  1  of  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the  Organ- 
ization, Regulation,  and  Inspection  of  Build- 
ing and  Loan  Associations,  passed  May  1, 
1891"  (88  Ohio  Laws,  p.  469).  Further, 
that  on  the  24th  day  of  June,  1896,  defend- 
ant purchased  from  said  company  17  shares 
of  its  instalment  stock  of  the  par  value  of 
$100  each,  and  became  a  member  of  said  as- 
sociation, and  that  on  the  same  day,  and  as 
part  of  the  same  transaction,  he  made  appli- 
cation to  the  association  for  a  loan  of  $1,700 
(39  L.  R.  A. 


in  all  respects  as  stated  in  the  petition, 
which  loan  was  granted  on  July  24,  1896, 
and  that  sum  was  paid  to  Cramer,  on  the 
terms  and  conditions  aforesaid,  and  that  to 
secure  the  payment  of  the  loan  he  gave  to 
the  association  his  mortgage  deed  on  the 
real  estate  described  in  the  petition;  and 
that  the  mortgage  contained  by  reference 
thereto  all  the  provisions  and  agreements  in 
the  application  for  stock  and  for  the  said 
loan.  This  mortgage  was  filed  for  record 
on  the  same  day  and  recorded  the  succeeding 
day. 

The  court  found  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  mortgage  to  be  as  above  stated,  but 
found  that  the  premium  mentioned  in 
said  application  and  mortgage  was  not  fixed 
by  any  competitive  bidding,  but  by  the 
terms  and  provisions  of  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  said  association,  the  said  de- 
fendant and  all  other  borrowers  from  said 
association  of  class  B  therein  referred  to 
were  required  to  pay  interest  on  their 
respective  loans  at  the  rate  of  5  per  cent 
per  annum,  payable  in  equal  monthly  in- 
stalments, together  with  a  so-called  pre- 
mium at  the  uniform  rate  of  5  per  cent  per 
annum  on  said  loan,  in  addition  to  said  so- 
called  interest.  In  addition  to  the  findings, 
it  was  conceded  and  agreed  in  open  court 
at  the  trial  that  the  application  and  mort- 
gage were  signed  by  Cramer,  and  that  book 
exhibit  C  is  a  true  copy  of  the  constitution 
and  by-laws  of  the  association,  and  was  such 
when  the  loan  was  negotiated  and  made,  and 
that  before  the  loan  was  made  Cramer  had 
issued  to  him  on  his  application  17  shares  of 
stock  class  B  in  said  association,  and  that 
before  he  received  his  loan  he  transferred 
said  stock  to  the  association. 

It  was  further  conceded  that,  if  plaintifT's 
contention  in  this  case  is  sustained,  and  its 
basis  of  computation  is  correct,  the  amount 
due  it  would  be  $1,480.89,  but  if  the  court 
should  find  the  contract  to  be  usurious,  and 
determine  that  the  rate  of  interest  to  be 
charged  is  6  per  cent,  computed  on  the  basis 
of  partial  payments,  then  the  amount  due 
is  $840.03  to  December  10,  1902 ;  but,  if  the 
contract  be  usurious,  and  the  rate  of  interest 
the  plaintiff  should  recover  should  be  5  per 
cent,  then,  computed  on  the  basis  of  partial 
payments  to  the  same  date,  the  amount 
would  be  $646.68.  Tlie  court  found  the  con- 
tract and  mortgage  to  be  usurious,  and  de- 
cided that  the  statute  entitled  "  'An  Act  to 
Provide  for  the  Organization,  Regulation, 
and  Inspection  of  Building  and  Loan  Associ- 
ations,' passed  May  1,  1891  (88  Ohio  Laws 
p.  469 ) ,  in  so  far  as  it  allows  any  such  com- 
pany to  assess  and  collect  from  members 
and  depositors  such  dues,  fines,  interest,  and 
premium  on  loans  made,  or  other  assess- 
ments as  may  be  provided  in  the  eoastitn- 
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iion  and  by-laws,"  and  that  "such  dues, 
fines,  premiums,  and  other  assessments 
shall  not  be  deemed  usury,  although  in  ex- 
cess of  the  legal  rate  of  interest,"  is  uncon- 
stitutional and  Toid.  The  court  also  held 
that  the  plaintiff's  claim  should  be  computed 
on  the  basis  of  $1,700  as  a  loan  at  6  per 
cent  interest,  to  be  computed  on  the  rule  of 
partial  payments  for  each  payment,  by 
which  rule  there  was  then  due  the  sum  of 
$981.67,  to  draw  interest  from  the  first  day 
of  the  term  of  court.  Judgment  was  rendered 
for  that  amount,  and  foreclosure  ordered. 
A  motion  for  new  trial  was  overruled,  and 
the  case  taken  on  error  to  the  circuit  court, 
where  the  judgment  was  reversed,  and  that 
court  rendered  a  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
association  for  $1,480.89,  with  6  per  cent  in- 
terest thereon  from  June  2,  1903,  and  or- 
dered foreclosure  of  the  mortgage.  Cramer 
prosecutes  error  to  reverse  the  judgment  of 
the  circuit  court. 

Mr,  Vanoe  Brodaiz  for  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror. 

Messrs,  A.  M.  Waters  and  Saook  Sc 
Savase,  for  defendant  in  error: 

The  legislation  in  question  is  not  class 
legislation,  and  does  not  grant  special  priv- 
ileges. 

State  V.  Nelson,  52  Ohio  St.  88,  26  L.  R. 
A.  317,  39  N.  E.  22;  State  ex  rel.  Schwartz 
V.  Ferris,  53  Ohio  St.  314,  30  L.  R.  A.  218, 
41  N.  E.  579;  Fox  v.  Fox,  24  Ohio  St.  335; 
Adler  ▼.  Whitbeck,  44  Ohio  St.  539,  9  N.  E. 
072;  Senior  v.  Ratterman,  44  Ohio  St.  661, 
11  N.  E.  321;  Marmet  v.  State,  45  Ohio  St. 
63,  12  N.  E.  463;  Kimbleawecz  ▼.  State,  51 
Ohio  St.  228,  36  N.  E.  1072;  Cass  Twp.  v. 
IHllon,  16  Ohio  St.  38;  State  ex  rel  Ander- 
son ▼.  Harris,  17  Ohio  St.  608;  State  ex  rel. 
Cline  V.  Wilkesville  Twp,  20  Ohio  St.  288 ; 
State  ex  rel.  Bates  v.  Richland  Twp,  20  Ohio 
St.  362;  Hoist  v.  Roe,  39  Ohio  St.  340,  48 
Am.  Rep.  459;  Anderson  v.  Brewster,  44 
Ohio  St.  576,  9  N.  E.  683 ;  Eagerty  v.  State, 
55  Ohio  St.  626,  45  N.  E.  1046. 

All  questions  of  public  policy  are  within 
the  sole  discretion  of  the  general  assembly, 
and,  if  the  law  is  not  unconstitutional,  it 
will  not  be  disturbed  on  that  ground. 

Frobasoo  v.  Raine,  50  Ohio  St.  378,  34  N. 
E.  536. 

Mutualiiy  is  the  essential  principle  of  a 
building  association. 

Eversmann  v.  Sohmitt,  63  Ohio  St.  184, 
29  L.  R.  A.  184,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  632,  41  N. 
E.  139. 

The  statute  is  valid. 

Spies  v.  Southern  Ohio  Loan  d  T,  Co.  24 
Ohio  C.  C.  40;  Brooklyn  Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  Co. 
V.  Desnojers,  2  Ohio  Law  Rep.  No.  6,  p.  337 ; 
Peoples  Bav.  d  L.  Asso.  v.  Roberts,  5  Ohio 
69  L.  R.  A.  • 


N.  P.  86;  Thornton  d  B.  Bldg.  d  Loan  Asso. 
§  19;  4  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp. 
1054-1056,  1073;  McLaughlin  v.  Citizens' 
Bldg,  Loan  d  Sav.  Asso.  62  Ind.  264;  Shaf- 
frey  v.  Workingmen's  Sav.  Loan  d  Bldg. 
Asso.  64  Ind.  600;  Vermont  Loan  d  T.  Co.  v. 
Whithed,  2  N.  D.  82,  49  N.  W.  318 ;  Central 
Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  v.  Lampson,  60  Minn.  422, 
62  N.  W.  544;  Zenith  Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  v. 
Heimbaoh,  77  Minn.  97,  79  N.  W.  609; 
WUiget  V.  Quincy  Bldg.  d  Homestead  Asso. 
128  111.  67,  21  N.  E.  12;  International 
Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  No.  2  v.  Wall,  153  Ind. 
554,  55  N.  E.  431 ;  Security  Sav,  d  L.  Asso. 
V.  Elbert,  153  Ind.  198,  54  N.  E.  753;  Reeve 
v.  Ladies'  Bldg.  Asso.  56  Ark.  335,  18  L.  R. 
A.  134,  19  S.  W.  917;  Bedford  v.  Eastern 
Bldg.  d  L.  Asso.  181  U.  S.  227,  45  L.  ed.  834, 
21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  597;  louxi  Sav.  d  L.  Asso. 
V.  Heidt,  107  Iowa,  297,  43  L.  R.  A.  689,  70 
Am.  St.  Rep.  197,  77  N.  W.  1050;  fifmoo*  v. 
p€ople*s  Perpetual  Loan  d  Bldg.  Asso.  95 
Va.  686,  41  L.  R.  A.  589,  29  S.  E.  746. 

Prioe»  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  amount  in  controversy  between  the 
parties  is  $409.22,  the  difference  between  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  common  pleas  and 
that  of  the  circuit  court.  This  amount  the 
plaintiff  in  error  claims  is  all  usury,  and 
should  not  be  charged  against  him.  The 
Southern  Ohio  Loan  &,  Trust  Company  is 
an  Ohio  corporation,  organized  under  the 
provisions  of  §§  3836-1  et  seq.,  Bates's 
Anno.  Stat.  p.  2130.  That  section  pro- 
vides: "A  corporation  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money  to  be  loaned  among  its  mem- 
bers shall  be  known  in  this  act  as  a  build- 
ing and  loan  association.  Associations  or- 
ganized under  the  laws  of  this  state  shall 
be  known  in  this  act  as  'domestic'  associa- 
tions, and  those  organized  under  the  laws 
of  other  states  or  territories,  as  'foreign'  as- 
sociations. Associations  may  be  organized 
and  conducted  under  the  general  laws  of 
Ohio  relating  to  corporations,  except  as 
otherwise  provided  in  this  act."  While 
this  company  did  not  adopt  a  name  directly 
indicating  that  it  became  and  is  a  building 
and  loan  association,  it  organized  as  such, 
and  announced  its  purposes  in  the  second 
article  of  the  constitution  as  follows: 
"The  Southern  Ohio  Loan  &  Trust  Com- 
pany is  a  corporation  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  raising  money  to  be  loaned  among 
its  members  to  aid  them  in  the  purchase 
and  building  of  homes,  and  to  provide  the 
advantages  usually  expected  from  savings 
banks  and  other  similar  institutions."  This 
article  embraces  in  terms  the  definition  of 
a  building  and  loan  association  found  in 
the  above  section  of  the  statute.    The  name 
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of  the  corporation  so  organized  is  not  ma- 
terial, if  it  has  the  purposes  and  character- 
istics named  in  the  statute  and  in  its  own 
constitution.  This  requirement  seems  to 
have  been  fully  met,  for  we  find  it  further 
provided  in  the  same  article:  "All  stock 
is  paid  for  in  cash,  or  in  monthly  instal- 
ments, as  provided  for  by  the  by-laws  of 
this"  company.  Whenever  the  amount  of 
dues  paid  and  dividends  credited  on  any 
share  shall  equal  the  face  value  of  said 
share,  it  shall  be  fully  paid  in  and  be  con- 
sidered to  have  fully  matured,  at  which 
time  it  is  subject  to  withdrawal."  etc. 
Again,  from  same  article:  "Annually  on 
the  first  business  day  of  January,  so  much 
of  the  earnings  as  may  be  necessary  shall  be 
set  aside  to  pay  the  current  expenses  of  the 
company  and  the  interest  on  deposits;  so 
much  as  shall  be  decided  by  the  board  of 
directors  shall  be  reserved  for  the  payment 
of  contingent  losses,  «nd  the  residue  shall 
be  transferred  as  a  dividend  and  credited  to 
the  shares  of  stock  in  force  in  proportion  to 

their  average  monthly  balances '' 

Article  10  of  the  by-laws  provides  that  the 
funds  of  the  company  shall  be  loaned  only 
to  members  on  real  estate  security;  and, 
further,  that  the  borrower  "shall  in  all  cases 
receive  the  full  amount  applied  for,  for 
which  he  shall  pay  6  per  cent  interest,  and 
bid  5  per  cent  premium  per  annum.  In 
terest  and  premium  must  be  paid  in  month- 
ly instalments,  and  accompany  the  dues  to 
the  home  office."  The  same  article  provides 
that,  if  a  member  neglects  to  make  his  pay- 
ments according  to  the  terms  of  his  mort- 
gage and  application,  he  shall  be  liable  to 
an  action  at  law  for  their  recovery,  besides 
the  principal,  all  dues,  interest,  premiums, 
cost  of  insurance,  taxes,  fines  due  and  owing 
the  company  (association).  We  have  re- 
ferred to  so  much  of  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  of  this  association  as  seems  neces- 
sary to  show  that  its  organization  and  oper- 
ation are  clearly  within  the  scope  of  S  3836 
— I,  supra.  The  clause  in  article  2  of  the 
constitution  of  the  corporation,  "and  to  pro- 
vide the  advantages  usually  expected  from 
$Kivings  banks  and  other  similar  institu- 
tions," is  not  involved  in  this  case.  It  is 
not  assumed  by  it  that  general  banking  pow- 
ers will  be  exercised,  and  in  the  present  case 
it  is  apparent  that  such  powers  were  not  ex- 
ercised. Dearborn  v.  Northwestern  Sav, 
Bank,  42  Ohio  St.  617,  51  Am.  Rep.  851. 
Therefore  we  find,  as  did  the  lower  court, 
that  the  defendant  in  error,  plifintifT  in  the 
forecloHure  action,  was  and  is  a  domestic 
building  and  loan  association,  organized 
and  empowered  under  the  laws  of  Ohio  as 
described  and  defined  by  the  act  of  the 
legislature  above  named. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  desired  to  borrow 
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$1,700,  and  in  order  to  obtain  a  loan  of 
that  sum  subscribed  for  17  shares  of  the 
stock  in  the  association,  and  thereby  be- 
came one  of  its  members.  He  signed  a  writ- 
ten application  for  the  loan  to  the  full  par 
value  of  the  shares,  and,  according  to  the  re- 
quirements of  the  association  found  in  its 
constitution  and  by-laws,  he  executed  and 
delivered  to  it  a  mortgage  on  real  estate  de- 
scribed in  the  petition,  and  as  further  se- 
curity transferred  back  to  the  association 
the  17  shares  of  stock.  The  constitution 
and  by-laws  were  made  part  of  the  cove- 
nants and  stipulations  of  the  application 
and  mortgage.  The  condition  of  the  mort- 
gage now  involved  obligates  Cramer  to  pay 
( 1 )  the  sum  of  $8.50  per  month,  being  the 
monthly  dues  on  the  17  shares  of  stock,  to 
be  credited  as  provided  in  the  constitution 
and  by-laws;  (2)  the  interest  due  on  $1,700. 
or  money  so  advanced,  payable  monthly,  as 
specified  in  the  same  instruments;  (3)  the 
premium  bid  on  said  $1,700,  or  money  so 
advanced,  as  specified  in  said  constitution 
and  by-laws;  (4)  all  fines,  penalties,  and 
other  charges  which  said  Cramer  shall  incur 
RS  a  member  of  the  association;  (5)  all 
rents,  taxes,  assessments,  costs  of  insur- 
ance, and  other  charges  upon  said  premises, 
in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  by- 
laws. W^hen  we  turn  to  the  by-laws  for 
the  rates  of  interest  and  premium,  we  find 
the  interest  charged  to  be  5  per  cent  and 
the  premium  fixed  at  5  per  cent.  The  court 
below  found,  as  we  do,  that  the  premium 
was  not  ascertained  by  competitive  bidding, 
or,  as  sometimes  called,  at  auction  in  open 
meeting  of  the  members;  and  on  that  ac- 
count it  is  claimed  that  the  association  de- 
termined an  arbitrary  or  level  premium, 
which  renders  the  contract  usurious  when 
such  premium  and  interest  are  added  to- 
gether. Here  it  becomes  necessary  to  ex- 
amine the  legislation  of  this  state  upon  the 
authority  committed  to  such  associations, 
and  we  find  their  first  statutory  authority 
in  the  act  of  February  21,  1867  (64  Ohio 
Laws,  p.  18).  It  authorized  any  number  of 
persons  not  less  than  five  to  associate  them- 
selves together  and  become  a  corporation 
"  for  the  purpose  of  raising  moneys  to  be 
loaned  among  its  members  for  use  in  buy- 
ing lots  or  houses,  or  in  building  or  repair- 
ing bouses,  and  such  corporation  shall  be 
authorized  and  empowered  to  levy,  assess, 
and  collect  from  its  members  such  sums  of 
money  by  rates  of  stated  dues,  fines,  inter- 
est on  loans  advanced,  and  premiums  bid  by 
members  for  the  right  of  precedence  in  tak- 
ing loans  as  the  corporation  by  its  by-laws 
shall  adopt.  .  .  .  Provided,  that  the 
dues,  fines,  and  premiums  so  paid,  •  .  . 
although  paid  in  addition  to  the  legal  rate 
of  interest  on  loans  taken  by  them,  shall 
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not  be  construed  to  make  the  loans  so  taken 
usurious."  The  act  was  amended  in  some 
respects  May  6,  1868,  and  a^in  May  9, 
1868,  but  the  feature  of  a  competitive  bid- 
ding was  retained.  Under  these  statutes 
we  have  the  cases  of  State  ex  rel.  Atty.  Oen. 
V.  Oreenville  Bldg.  d  8av.  Aaso.  29  Ohio  St. 
92,  State  ex  rel.  Golhum  v.  Oherlin  Bldg.  d 
L.  Ah8o,  35  Ohio  St.  258,  and  Bates  v.  Peo- 
ple's Sav.  d  L.  Asso.  42  Ohio  St.  665;  and 
they  decide  that  under  the  statutes  then  in 
force,  in  order  to  save  the  premium  from  be- 
ing obnoxious  to  our  laws  against  usury, 
it  must  have  been  paid  for  precedence  in  ob- 
taining the  loan,  and  at  competitive  bidding. 
Undergoing  some  changes  subsequently,  not 
important  here,  the  statutes  were  recast  in 
an  act  passed  May  1,  1891  (88  Ohio  Laws, 
p.  469),  from  which  we  have  quoted  in  the 
earlier  part  of  this  opinion.  Under  the 
head  of  "Powers"  (§3)  it  is  now  provided: 
"Such  corporation  shall  have  power,  .  .  . 
to  assess  and  collect  from  members  and  de- 
positors such  dues,  fines,  interest,  and  pre- 
mium on  loans  made  or  other  assessments, 
as  may  be  provided  for  in  the  constitution 
and  by-laws.  Such  dues,  fines,  premiums, 
or  other  assessments,  shall  not  be  deemed 
usury,  although  in  excess  of  the  legal  rate 
of  interest."  Bates's  Anno.  Stat.  §  3836-3, 
p.  2130.  The  statute  now  in  force,  and 
which  was  in  operation  when  the  mortgage 
in  suit  was  executed,  omits  the  former  re- 
quirement, or,  rather,  condition,  of  competi- 
tive bidding  as  to  the  premium  to  be  paid, 
and  therefore,  if  the  statute  is  valid,  usury 
cannot  be  asserted  as  tainting  the  loan  in 
question. 

The  legislature,  we  must  assume,  •  had  a 
reasonable  motive  for  this  material  change, 
for  before  that  time  this  court,  in  the  cases 
cited  under  the  former  law,  held  that,  if  the 
premium  was  not  bid  for  precedence  in  ob- 
taining the  loan,  it  was  usurious  in  case  it 
and  the  interest  exceeded  the  legal  rate  to 
be  charged  under  the  interest  laws.  We 
think  a  reason  for  the  change  in  the  statute 
may  be  readily  found.  Experience  with 
competitive  bidding  did  not  tend  to  fairness 
and  equality  among  the  members.  The 
amounts  of  premiums  bidden  at  different 
times  and  by  different  borrowers  were  not 
uniform.  At  one  time  competition  may  be 
stron^r  than  at  another,  thus  increasing 
the  sum  to  be  paid.  There  was  opportuni- 
ty at  least  for  fictitious  competition  to  run 
the  premium  up.  •  And,  whatever  the  pre- 
mium, high  or  low,  the  dividends  were  the 
same  to  all.  The  member  who  paid  a  high 
rate  of  premium  received  no  greater  divi- 
dend than  the  one  who  paid  the  lowest. 
There  was  no  certain  standard,  and  the 
rights  of  members  thus  varied  with  the 
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seasons,  or  the  financial  stress  in  which  the 
borrower  might  be  found.  The  old  law  de- 
feated the  principle  of  mutuality,  which  is 
the  basic  principle  of  such  associations. 
Now  all  borrowers  are  treated  as  upon  a 
common  level,  and  the  premium  is  uniform, 
and  all  fare  alike  in  that  respect,  and,  of 
course,  share  alike  in  the  dividends  to  bo 
credited.  Therefore  the  present  law  is  not 
vicious,  as  declared  by  one  of  our  circuit 
courts,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  fair,  and 
is  sanctioned  by  the  rule  of  mutuality. 
We  do  not  judge  these  associations  by  the 
operation  and  powers  of  banking  institu- 
tions. A  member  of  the  former  sustains  a 
relation  of  mutuality  to  each  and  all  of  the 
other  members.  If  he  becofnes  a  borrower, 
he  is  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  lenders. 
In  making  a  loan  it  is  not  contemplated 
that  the  principal  debt  will  be  repaid  in 
bulk,  but  in  instalments  of  dues,  interest, 
dividends,  and  perhaps  premiums.  When 
these  amount  to  the  sum  borrowed,  the 
mortgage  is  canceled,  the  stock  returned  to 
the  borrower,  which  he  may  hold  free  of 
liens,  or  he  may  withdraw  from  the  associa- 
tion under  its  rules  for  that  purpose. 
Therefore  the  relation  of  debtor  and  credit- 
or, it  may  be  said,  does  not  strictly  exist. 
In  Licking  County  Sav.  Loan  d  Bldg. 
Asso.  V.  Behout,  29  Ohio  St.  252-254,  Gil- 
more,  J.,  says :  "The  object  of  these  associ- 
ations, and  the  powers  with  which  they  are 
clothed  on  becoming  incorporated,  are  ex- 
pressed in  very  general  terms  in  the  statute 
authorizing  their  incorporation.  Each  as- 
sociation, when  incorporated,  is  left  at  lib- 
erty to  adopt  such  a  scheme  or  plan  for 
working  out  and  accomplishing  ito  object 
as  the  members  of  the  association  may,  by 
its  by-laws,  provide;  and  so  long  as  these 
do  not  violate  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
statute,  nor  transcend  the  powers  granted, 
they  will  be  binding  and  obligatory  upon 
and  between  the  members  and  the  associa- 
tion." In  Eversmann  v.  Schtnitt,  53  Ohio 
St.  174,  29  L.  R.  A.  184,  53  Am.  St.  Rep. 
632,  41  N.  E.  1.39,  this  court  stated  in  the 
syllabus:  "(1)  The  members  of  a  build- 
ing association,  whether  borrowers  or  non- 
borrowers,  have  a  mutual  interest  in  its  af- 
fairs; and,  sharing  alike  in  its  earnings, 
must  assist  alike  in  bearing  its  losses.  (2) 
A  borrowing  member  is  one  who  receives  in 
advance  the  par  value  of  his  shares,  and 
agrees  in  consideration  of  such  advance  to 
pay  the  weekly  dues  on  the  shares  and  the 
interest  on  the  loan  until  the  dues  paid  and 
the  dividend  declared  and  not  paid  are  equal 
to  the  par  value  of  his  shares.  He  then 
ceases  to  be  a  member,  and  is  entitled  to  a 
cancelation  of  the  mortgage  given  to  secure 
the  obligations  arising  from  the  loan."    In 
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the  opinion,  on  page  184  of  53  Ohio  St.,  page 
186,  29  L.  R.  A.,  page  635,  53  Am.  St.  Rep., 
and  page  141  of  41  N.  E.,  Minshall,  J.,  uses 
this  language:  ''Unlike  other  corporations 
for  profit,  a  share  in  a  building  association 
has,  at  the  inception,  only  a  nominal  value. 
Its  value  is  expected  to  increase  by  the  lapse 
of  time  and  the  success  of  the  association. 
It  is  contrary  to  the  purpose  and  genius  of 
a  building  association  that  a  share  in  it 
should  be  paid  up  at  the  time  of  the  sub- 
scription. This  is  done  by  the  payment  of 
small  dues^  and  the  crediting,  at  stated 
times,  of  the  earnings  in  the  way  of  divi- 
dends. When  the  aggregate  dues  with  the 
credited  earnings  equal  .  .  .  the  par 
value  of  a  sha)*e  of  stock,  it  is  paid  up, 
and  the  owner,  for  that  share,  ceases  to  be  a 
stockholder."  We  deem  these  illustrations 
of  the  operation  of  such  associations  suffi- 
cient to  show  the  subject  of  the  legislation 
we  are  considering,  and  that  bidding  a  pre- 
mium for  preference  in  obtaining  a  loan  is 
not  essential  to  avoid  our  statutes  against 
usury.  The  law  no  longer  requires  it  in  or- 
der to  suspend  those  statutes.  Therefore 
the  claim  of  plaintiff  in  error  that  he 
should  pay  no  more  than  6  per  cent  on  his 
loan  is  not  sustained. 

But  it  is  urged  that,  if  our  present  statute 
authorizes  an  arbitrary  rate  of  premium 
without  competitive  bidding,  and  the  usury 
laws  are  suspended  from  operation  on  such 
associations,  the  statute  is  unconstitutional. 
This  claim  is  urgently  made,  but  in  terms 
somewhat  general  and  indefinite.  It  will 
now  be  seen  that  the  foregoing  discussion 
of  the  nature  and  characteristics  of  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  has  an  added  val- 
ue, and  at  the  outset  of  what  we  shall  say 
we  suggest  the  difficulty  of  perceiving  what 
the  matter  of  bidding  a  premium  for  pref- 
erence in  obtaining  a  loan  has  to  do  with  the 
constitutional  question.  Under  the  statutes 
in  force  prior  to  the  present  enactment, 
numerous  cases  came  to  this  court  involv- 
ing a  construction  of  the  powers  and  opera- 
tions of  various  building  and  loan  associa- 
tions. We  have  cited  some  of  them.  The 
constitutional  validity  of  the  former  acts 
has  never  been  seriously  questioned  in  this 
court,  and,  while  other  questions  as  to  the 
powers  and  rights  of  said  corporations  were 
thoroughly  and  ably  argued  by  eminent 
counsel,  it  seems  that  it  did  not  occur  to 
any  of  them  that  the  associations  were  pro- 
ceeding under  an  invalid  law.  This  sugges- 
tion is  not  conclusive  of  the  question,  but 
the  incident  is  forcible  at  this  day  of  the 
life  of  such  institutions.  And  we  are  un- 
able to  see  what  the  absence  from  the  stat- 
ute of  the  clause  requiring  competitive  bid- 
ding of  premiums  can  add  to  the  constitu- 
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tional  argument  against  the  existing  law. 
Its  validity  or  invalidity  does  not  play  or 
turn  on  the  presence  or  absence  of  that 
clause.  The  arguments  made  here  could 
have  been  aimed  as  well  at  all  the  former 
legislation  on  the  same  subject. 

But  wherein  is  the  law  unconstitutional? 
The  counsel  say  the  law  violates  §  26  of 
article  2,  which  requires  that  "all  laws  of 
a  general  nature  shall  have  a  uniform  opera- 
tion throughout  the  state."  But  counsel 
fail  to  enlighten  us  upon  this  proposition, 
and  it  is  not  even  suggested  where  the 
point  of  conflict  exists.  It  cannot  be  dis- 
puted that  the  statute  is  general  in  its 
terms,  and  that  its  nature  and  objects  are 
general,  providing  as  it  does  for  the  organi- 
zation and  operation  of  corporations  to  be 
known  as  building  and  loan  associations; 
those  organized  under  the  laws  of  this  state 
to  be  known  as  '^domestic"  associations,  and 
those  organized  under  the  laws  of  another 
state  or  territory  to  be  known  as  "foreign'' 
associations.  It  is  available  in  any  county, 
city,  or  village  of  the  state,  and  beyond  doubt 
it  has  uniform  operation  throughout  the 
state.  As  said  in  State  v.  Spellmire,  67 
Ohio  St.  86,  66  N.  E.  622:  "With  us,  'uni- 
form operation  throughout  the  state'  means 
imiversal  operation  as  to  territory.  It 
takes  in  the  whole  state.  And  as  to  persons 
and  things  it  means  universal  operation  as 
to  all  persons  and  things  in  the  same  condi- 
tion or  category.  When  a  law  is  available 
in  every  part  of  the  state  as  to  all  persons 
and  things  in  the  same  condition  or  cate- 
gory, it  is  of  uniform  operation  through- 
out the  state."  This  clear  statement  of  the 
rule  disposes  of  this  branch  of  the  conten- 
tion, as  no  one  will  gainsay  that  the  law  in 
question  is  available  in  every  part  of  the 
state. 

However,  it  is  more  seriously  and  con- 
fidently asserted  that  the  legislation  confers 
special  privileges  on  these  associations 
which  tend  to  the  creation  of  a  privileged 
class  of  corporations,  and  therefore  the  stat- 
ute conflicts  with  S  2  of  article  1  of  our 
Constitution.  It  provides  that  "all  polit- 
ical power  is  inherent  in  the  people.  Gov- 
ernment is  instituted  for  their  equal  pro- 
tection and  benefit,  and  they  have  the  right 
to  alter,  reform,  or  abolish  the  same,  when- 
ever they  may  deem  it  necessary;  and  no 
special  privileges  or  immunities  shall  ever 
be  granted  that  may  not  be  altered,  revoked, 
or  repealed  by  the  general  assembly."  Th« 
seed  of  the  evil  said  to  be  inhibited  by  a 
part  of  this  section  is  supposed  to  consist 
of  the  following  clause  in  §  3836-3,  supra: 
"Such  dues,  fines,  premiums,  or  other  as- 
sessments shall  not  be  deemed  usury,  al- 
though in  excess  of  the  legal  rate  of  inter- 
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est."  This  gtatute  applies  peculiarly,  and 
perhaps  alone,  to  building  and  loan  associa- 
tions, leaving  other  corporations  and  persons 
subject  to  the  statutes  against  usury. 

It  is  asserted  that  the  legislation  unlaw- 
fully discriminates  in  favor  of  these  build- 
ing and  loan  associations,  and  against  all 
others,  whereby  all  do  not  have  the  equal 
protection  and  benefit  of  our  laws.  This 
question  is  not  raised  by  the  state,  but  by 
a  member  of  the  association,  whose  relation 
thereto  we  have  already  described;  and  his 
right  to  do  so  in  this  collateral  manner 
may  well  be  doubted.  He  is  a  part  of  the 
asHOciation,  and,  equally  with  the  other 
members,  amenable  to  the  constitution  and 
by-laws  adopted,  all  of  which  were  incorpo- 
rated in  and  became  a  part  of  his  contract 
with  the  association.  However,  we  are  not 
averse  to  a  brief  consideration  of  the  point 
raised.  The  organization  of  building  and 
loan  associations  being  authorized  under  a 
general  law,  we  find  the  limitations  upon 
their  powers  and  the  grant  of  their  authority 
iu  few  and  simple  rules.  The  major  part  of 
the  government  of  their  internal  affairs  ia 
placed  within  the  hands  of  the  associations 
themselves,  and  the  mutual  rights  of  the 
borrowing  and  nonborrowing  stockholders 
are  to  be  worked  out  according  to  their  own 
regulations;  of  course  being  8uper\'ised  by 
limitations  set  by  the  statute.  The  law 
creating  these  associations  can  confer  upon 
them  such  reasonable  and  ample  power?  for 
their  successful  operation  as  the  general  as- 
sembly may  deem  necessary,  within  the  pur- 
poses and  scope  of  their  organization,  and 
in  doing  this  the  legislature  may  classify 
the  subjects  upon  which  the  powers  are  con- 
ferred, and  yet  keep  within  constitutional 
limits.  As  touching  the  precise  question  un- 
der consideration,  we  have  no  adjudication 
of  this  court;  but  similar  provisions  to  ours 
are  found  in  the  Constitutions  of  nearly  all 
of  the  states  of  the  Union,  and  we  avail 
ourselves  of  some  of  the  decisions  of  other 
states  where  the  present  question  was  inm- 
sidered.  In  loioa  Sav.  d  L.  Aaao,  v.  Heidt, 
107  Iowa,  297,  43  L.  R.  A.  689,  70  Am.  St. 
Rep.  197,  77  N.  W.  1050,  it  is  held  that 
"statutes  exempting  building  and  loan  as- 
sociations from  the  operation  of  the  usury 
law  are  not  unconstitutional."  On  page, 
303,  107  Iowa,  page  692,  43  L.  R.  A.,  page 
202,  70  Am.  St  Rep.,  page  1062  of  77  N.  W. 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court,  by  Waterman, 
J.,  it  is  said:  "First,  it  is  said  that  the 
building  and  loan  law  of  the  state  is  un- 
eonstitutional  because  it  is  class  legislatioa 
Some  of  the  arguments  advanced  in  support 
of  this  claim  assail  rather  the  policy  of  such 
statutes  than  the  power  to  enact  them. 
In  theory  these  institutions  are  profit  shar- 
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ing.  The  amoimts  directly  paid  for  the  use 
of  money  go  indirectly  to  the  benefit  of  the 
stockholders  through  the  increase  in  the 
value  of  their  shares.  Where  the  loans  are 
confined  to  shareholders,  we  can  see  good 
reason  for  exempting  such  associations  from 
the  operation  of  the  usury  law.  That  the 
constitutional  power  exists  to  make  the  ex- 
emption we  think  is  without  serious  doubt." 
In  Zenith  Bldg,  d  L.  Aaao.  v.  Heim&ocA,  77 
Minn.  97.  79  N.  W.  609-611,  the  supreme 
court  of  that  state  says:«  ''It  has  bee^  as- 
sumed by  this  court  in  several  cases  that  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  .  .  .  exempt- 
ing building  associations  from  the  operation 
of  our  usury  laws  were  constitutional,  but 
the  question  was  not  directly  raised  or  de- 
cided. In  this  case  the  defendant  urges  that 
such  statutes  are  class  legislation,  and  there- 
fore unconstitutional.  The  operations  of 
building  and  loan  associations  proper,  when 
they  adhere  to  the  basic  principles  of  their 
organization,  differ  so  radically  from  ordi- 
nary loan  transactions  as  to  afford  a  proper 
basis  for  classification,  and  to  justify  the 
legislature  in  making  a  separate  class  of 
them;  hence  a  statutory  exemption  of  thr^m 
from  the  operation  of  usury  laws  is  con- 
stitutional. This  proposition  is  Rustained 
on  principle  and  the  great  weight  of  authori- 
ty, and  we  hold  the  statutes  here  in  ques- 
tion constitutional."  In  November,  1899, 
the  supreme  court  ^f  India  mi,  iu  the  case  of 
International  Bldg.  d  L.  Aaao.  No.  2  v.  Wail, 
153  Ind.  554,  55  N.  E.  431,  held  that 
"the  act  of  1875  (Rev.  Stat.  1881,  §  3407), 
authorizing  building  associations,  when 
loanable  funds  are  on  hand,  to  make  loans 
to  that  'member  who  shall  take  the  same 
upon  the  terms  most  favorable  to  the  com- 
pany,' and  declaring  that  premiums,  fines, 
and  interest  on  premiums  should  not  be 
deemed  usurious,  does  not  contravene  Const, 
art  1.  S  23,  and  art.  4,  S  22,  which  prohibit 
the  granting  of  special  privileges  and  the 
passage  of  special  laws  relating  to  interest; 
since,  under  the  essential  nature  of  the  con- 
tract, the  member  stands  in  the  dual  re- 
lationship of  lender  and  borrower."  The 
same  court,  in  the  month  preceding,  in 
Security  8av.  d  L.  Aaao.  v.  Elbert,  153 
Ind.  198,  54  N.  E.  753,  made  a  similar  hold- 
ing, from  which  we  need  not  quote.  In 
Archer  v.  Baltimore  Bldg.  d  L.  Aaao,  45 
W.  Va.  37,  30  S.  E.  241,  the  supreme  court 
of  appeals  of  West  Virginia  held:  "2. 
Building  associations  are  authorized  to 
adopt  by-laws  fixing  a  minimum  premium 
at  which  to  award  loans  to  their  members, 
such  premiums  to  be  deducted  from  the  loans 
in  advance  or  paid  in  periodical  instal- 
ments. 3.  Section  26,  chap.  54,  Code 
[1899],  in  so  far  as  it  exempts  building 
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nisociations  from  the  operation  of  the  gen- 
eral law  in  relation  to  usury,  is  not  uncon- 
Btitutional."  The  opinion  of  the  court  in 
that  case  is  a  valuable  contribution  to  the 
law  of  such  associations.  We  cite,  as  bear- 
ing upon  both  provisions  of  our  Constitution 
said  to  have  been  violated  in  this  case, 
Vermont  Loan  d  T.  Co,  v.  Whithed,  2  N.  D. 
83,  49  N.  W.  318.  The  case  is  a  thorough 
discussion  of  each  of  the  grounds  contended 
for  by  the  plaintiff  in  error,  and  is  in  har- 
mony with  the  other  cases  from  which  we 
have  quoted.  In  Pcopl€*8  Bidg.  d  L.  Asso. 
v.  Billing,  104  Mich.  186,  191,  62  N.  W.  373, 
374,  the  supreme  court  of  Michigan  says: 
''It  is  contended  that  the  statute  authorizing 
the  formation  of  building  and  loan  asso- 
ciations is  class  legislation  and  unconstitu- 
tional. This  contention  is  not  supported  by 
the  authorities.  On  the  contrary,  such  leg- 
islation has  been  upheld  in  a  number  of  the 
states,  while  we  have  found  but  a  single  au- 
thority sustaining  the  contention  of  defend- 
ants' counsel, — the  case  of  Henderson  Bldfj. 
d'  L.  A880.  V.  Johnson,  88  Ky.  191,  3  L.  R.  A. 
289,  10  S.  W.  787.  We  think  the  reasoning 
of  the  authorities  which  sustain  the  con 
stitutionality  of  such  statutes  is  in  accord 
with  sound  principle  and  the  previous  hold- 
ings of  this  court.  As  was  said  in  Hobnr.'i 
y,  Smythe,  100  111.  413;  *Tbe  statute  un- 
der which  the  association  was  organized  is 
a  general  law,  applicable  to  all  the  citizens 
of  the  state  who  choose  to  bring  them- 
selves within  the  relations  and  circumstances 
provided  for  by  it.'" 

Each  of  the  above  cases  cited  others  for 
its  support,  until  the  array  of  authority 
is  almost  unbroken,  and  truly  formidable. 
Most  of  them  are  modern  decisions,  and 
made  in  the  light  of  rapidly  increasing 
financial  business  and  needs  of  our  people. 
We  are  fully  satisfied  that  our  statute  which 
is  assailed  in  this  case  contravenes  no  provi- 
sion of  our  Constitution. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is 
affirmed. 


Charles  IRWIN  et  al,  Plffs.  in  Err., 

V. 

Metta  Elma  JACQUES  et  ah 

(71  Ohio  St.  395.) 

*1.   In  an  action  to  contest  a  ip«'I11  on  tbc 
■ole   ivroand    tbat    it   iraji    not    ■Iflrned 

at  the  end  thereof  as  required  by  {  5916,  Rev. 
8tat.,  its  construction  or  Interpretation  Is  not 

*Headnotes  by  the  Coukt. 


Note. — As  to  sufficiency  of  signature  to  will 
when  not  placed  at  the  end  of  the  Instrument, 
we  also,  In  this  series,  Warwick  v.  Warwick,  6 
L.  R.  A.  775;  Re  Conway.  11  L.  R.  A.  796;  Re 
Booth.  12  L.  R.  A.  452;  and  Re  Andrews,  48 
L.  R.  A.  (JGJ. 
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a  subject  for  the  consideration  of  the  court  or 
the  Jury,  the  only  question  being  whether  the 
will  has  been  executed  in  substantial  com- 
pliance with  the  formalities  prescribed  by  the 
statute. 

2.  1^'bere,  in  the  trial  of  snclt  Isane,  tbc 
orlflTlnal  'will  is  in  evidence*  and  shows 
the  body  of  it  to  be  written  on  horizontal 
lines  of  several  pages  of  foolscap  or  legal -cap 
paper,  so  that  all  its  items  and  provisions 
niv  In  consecutive  order  to  the  end  on  the 
last  page,  and  under  which  the  testator's 
signature  appears;  and  it  also  shows  that 
there  Is  written  in  the  margin  of  the  last 
pace  to  the  left  of  and  separated  from  the 
body  of  the  instrument  a  dispositive  clause, 
extending  lengthwise  of  the  page  from  near 
the  bottom  to  near  the  top  thereof,  and  in 
no  manner  connected  with  the  body  of  the  in- 
strument by  any  words,  mark,  or  character 
as  a  reference  to  indicate  where  the  marginal 
matter  Ir  to  be  read  in  relation  to  the  other 
provisions;  and  it  is  established  by  the  tes- 
timony that  the  marginal  matter  was  written 
after  all  the  other  provisions,  at  the  request 
of  the  testator,  and  before  he  attached  his 
signature  under  the  body  of  the  will, — then 
Huch  will  is  not  signed  at  Its  end.  as  required 
by  statute  and  it  is  invalid  for  that  reason. 

8.  IVhere  sncb  will  and  ancli  facta  arc 
before  the  Jnry,  it  is  not  error  for  the 
court  to  charge  us  follows :  "If  you  find 
from  the  evidence  that  the  matter  written  up- 
on the  margin  of  the  page  upon  which  the  tes- 
tator's signature  appears  was  written  before 
the  will  wns  signed  by  him,  and  that  the  tes 
tator  intended  such  written  matter  on  the 
margin  to  be  a  part  of  his  will,  then  I  say  to 
you  such  will  is  not  signed  at  the  end  as  re- 
quired by  statute,  and  your  verdict  should  be 
for  the  plnlntlfTs,  and  that  the  paper  writing 
produced  is  not  the  last  will  and  testament  of 
Henry  Irwin." 

(January  31,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Muskin- 
gum County  to  review  a  judgment  af- 
firming a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Com- 
mon Pleas  in  plaintiflfs*  favor  in  a  proceed- 
ing to  contest  the  will  of  Henry  Irwin,  de- 
ceased.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Price,  J.: 

One  of  the  defendants  in  error,  ^letta 
Elma  Jacques,  commenced  an  action  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  against  the  plaintifTa 
in  error  and  others,  contesting  the  will  of 
Henry  Irwin,  who  died  on  the  14th  day  of 
February,  1901.  The  instrument  purport- 
ing to  be  the  will  bears  date  November  4, 
1898,  and  it  waa  presented  for  probate  in 
the  probate  court  of  Muskingum  county  on 
the  23d  day  of  February,  1901,  and  it  waa 
admitted  to  probate  on  the  9th  day  of 
March,  1901.  I^ettors  testamentary  were 
issued  thereon  to  Dr.  I^wis  H.  Marshall, 
who  thereupon  qualified.  After  stating  the 
relation  which  each  of  the  parties  to  the 
suit  sustained  to  the  testator,  and  the  pro- 
visions of  the  will,  the  petition  alleges  as 
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the  only  ground  of  contest  the  followinfj:  ,  The  issue  being  made  up  by  these  pleadings. 
"PlaintiflF  further  saya  that  the  said  paper  I  the  case  came  to  trial  by  jury,  and  the  de- 


writing  or  pretended  will  is  not  the  valid 
last  will  and  testament  of  said  decedent,  be- 
cause the  same  is  not  executed  and.  is  not 
signed  at  the  end  thereof  as  required  by  the 
statute  of  Ohio."  Tliose  defendants  who 
are  now  plaintiffs  in  error,  except  the  ex- 
ecutor, answered  the  petition,  and  averred 
that  the  said  paper  writing  purporting  to  be 
the  last  will  and  testament  of  the  said  Hen- 
ry Irwin  is  his  last  will  and  testament,  and 
that  is  was  duly  executed  and  signed  at  the 
end  thereof  as  required  by  the  statute  of 
Ohio;  and  they  denied  each  and  every  aver- 
ment in  the  amended  petition  that  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  statements  of  the  answer. 


fondant  introduced  and  read  to  the  jury  the 
will  of  Henry  Irwin,  deceased,  and  the  pro- 
bate thereof,  as  shown  by  the  records  of  the 
probate  court,  and  then  rested.  The  origi- 
nal will  consisted  of  six  pages  of  foolscap 
or  legal-cap  paper,  the  last  page  of  which 
exhibits  the  ground  of  controversy.  The 
printed  record  contains  a  facsimile  of  the 
page,  except  that  a  red  line,  which  could 
not  be  photographed,  ran  from  top  to  bottom 
of  the  page,  passing  between  the  word  "es- 
tate" at  the  end  of  the  marginal  clause,  and 
the  word  "attest"  and  parallel  with  the 
longer  sides  of  the  page. 

The  following  is  a  facsimile  of  the  will: 


ents  01  tne  answer.        ine  following  is  a  lacsimiie  of  th 
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The  contestants  introduced  evidence  tend- 
ing to  prove  that  after  Dr.  Marshall,  the 
scrivener,  had  written  the  various  provi- 
sions of  the  will  and  the  attesting  clause,  he 
read  the  same  over  to  the  testa  tor,  who  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction  with  what  had  been 
written,  but  refused  to  sign  it  as  his  will 
until  another  provision  was  inserted  to  the 
effect  that,  if  any  child  or  heir  should  be 
dissatisfied  with  his  will,  he  should  be  "cut 
out,"  and  should  have  no  part  of  his  estate. 
To  express  his  intention  and  desire  in  this 
respect,  the  clause  on  the  left-hand  margin 
of  the  last  page  was  written  by  the  scrive- 
ner, and  when  this  was  read  to  him  he  ex- 
pressed his  satisfaction,  and  then  signed  the 
body  of  the  will  under  the  attesting  clause, 
and  his  signature  was  witnessed  by  two 
witnesses.  Other  material  facts  bearing  on 
the  subject  appear  in  the  opinion. 

At  the  close  of  the  testimony  and  argu- 
ments the  court  charged  the  jury  as  follows : 
"This  is  a  proceeding  known  as  a  contest  of 
a  will.  You  will  have  the  will  with  you  in 
your  retirement.  Your  verdict  will  be  ei- 
ther that  the  paper  purporting  to  be  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  Henry  Irwin,  deceased, 
is  or  that  it  is  not  the  valid  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  said  decedent.  I  give  you 
this  simple  instruction  to  govern  you  in  the 
consideration  of  this  case.  If  you  find  from 
the  evidence  that  the  matter  written  upon 
the  margin  of  the  page  upon  which  the  tes- 
tator's signature  appears  waa  written  before 
the  will  was  signed  by  him,  and  that  the 
testator  intended  such  written  matter  on 
the  margin  to  be  a  part  of  his  will,  then  1 
say  to  you  such  will  was  not  signed  at  the 
end  as  required  by  statute,  and  your  ver- 
dict should  be  for  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
the  paper  writing  produced  is  not  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  Henry  Irwin."  This 
charge  was  excepted  to  by  the  defendants. 
The  jury  returned  a  verdict  for  the  plain- 
tiff, finding  that  said  paper  produced  is  not 
the  valid  last  will  and  testament  of  Henry 
Irwin,  deceased.  The  court  overruled  a 
motion  for  new  trial,  and  rendered  judg- 
ment on  the  verdict.  A  bill  of  exceptions 
was  taken,  and  error  prosecuted  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  where  the  judgment  was  affirmed. 
Error  is  prosecuted  in  this  court  to  reverse 
both  judgments. 

Messrs,  F.  H.  Southard  and  Granger 
dc  Granser,  for  plaintiffs  in  error : 

The  will  of  Henry  Irwin  was  signed  at 
the  end  thereof. 

The  policy  of  the  law  to  sustain  wills 
generates  a  liberal  construction  of  the  stat- 
utes stating  the  formal  requirements  for  a 
will,  and  frowns  upon  a  strict  and  literal 
construction,  which  would  have  the  tenden* 
cy  of  overthrowing  wills. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


A  substantial  compliance  with  the  formal- 
ities prescribed  by  the  statute  is  sufficient. 

29  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  161-168. 
notes;  Page,  Wills,  S§  183-187;  Chaffee  v. 
Baptist.  Missionary  Convention,  10  Paige, 
85,  40  Am.  Dec.  225;  Gilbert  v.  Knox,  52 
N.  Y.  131;  Sisters  of  Charity  v.  Kelly,  67 
N.  Y.  409 ;  Broi€n  v.  Clark,  77  N.  Y.  369 ; 
Younger  v.  Duffie,  94  N.  Y.  535,  46  Am. 
Rep.  156;  Turner  v.  Scott,  51  Pa.  126;  Bak- 
er's Appeal,  107  Pa.  381,  52  Am.  Rep.  478: 
Bamewall  v.  Murrell,  108  Ala.  366,  18  So. 
831;  Slater  v.  Cave,  3  Ohio  St  80. 

In  determining  whether  a  will  is  signed 
at  its  end,  each  case  as  it  arises  presents  its 
own  controlling  circumstances,  and  will  be 
decided,  keeping  in  mind  the  intention  of 
the  legislators  in  enacting  the  requirement: 
namely.  Is  it  so  signed  as  to  adopt  the 
whole  instrument  after  it  is  finished,  as  to 
prevent  interpolation,  unauthorized  addi- 
tion, improper  alteration,  fraud?  If  it  is 
so  signed,  it  is  signed  at  the  end,  within 
the  legislative  intent,  although  not  literally 
and  exactly  at  the  end. 

Tonnele  v.  Hall,  4  N.  Y.  140;  McQuire  v. 
Kerr,  2  Bradf.  244;  Younger  v.  Duffie,  94 
N.  Y.  535«  46  Am.  Rep.  156;  Hays  v.  Har- 
den, 6  Pa.  413;  Willis  v.  Lou>e,  5  Notes  of 
Cases,  420;  Clancy  v.  Clancy,  17  Ohio  St. 
134;  Baker  v.  Baker,  51  Ohio  St.  217,  37  N. 
E.  125 ;  Slater  v.  Cave,  3  Ohio  St.  80. 

It  does  not  seem  possible  to  treat  the 
sixth  page  otherwise  than  that  the  margin- 
al clause  be  considered  as  belonging  in  the 
will  immediately  after  the  subscribing 
clause  at  the  top  of  the  page,  and  that  the 
mark  of  the  testator  is  placed  at  the  end  of 
the  document. 

Baker  v.  Baker,  51  Ohio  St  222,  37  N.  E. 
125;  Sisters  of  ChaHty  v.  Kelly,  67  N.  Y. 
409. 

That  the  jury  is  the  tribimal  to  deter- 
mine and  decide  whether  or  not  a  paper 
writing  in  controversy  is  a  will,  see — 

Rev.  Stat.  §  5861;  Cooch  v.  Cooch,  18 
Ohio,  146;  Walker  v.  Walker,  14  Ohio  St. 
157,  82  Am.  Dec.  474;  Holt  v.  Lamb,  17 
Ohio  St.  374;  Dew  v.  Reid,  52  Ohio  St  519, 
40  N.  E.  718. 

Messrs.  F.  A.  Burbam  and  E.  R.  Meyer, 
for  defendants  in  error : 

The. power  to  make  a  will  is  not  an  inci- 
dent of  the  jus  disponendi.  It  is  conferred 
by  statute. 

DoyU  V.  DoyU,  60  Ohio  St  345,  34  N.  £. 
166. 

The  marginal  matter  in  this  case  is  a 
dispositive  clause,  and  its  operation  would 
affect  the  disposition  of  the  testator's  prop- 
erty. 

Bradford  v.  Bradford,  19  Ohio  St  546,  2 
Am.  Rep.  419. 

The  statute  reqiyres  the  is^U  to  be  signed 
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at  the  end.  It  means  that  when  the  paper 
18  taken  up  and  read  the  whole  will  will 
naturally  be  read  before  the  testator's  sig- 
nature is  reached.  * 

Keyl  V.  Feuchter,  66  Ohio  St.  424,  47  N. 
£.  140;  Marshall  v.  Mason,  176  Mass.  216, 
79  Am.  St  Rep.  305,  57  N.  E.  340;  Olancy 
V.  Qlancy,  17  Ohio  St.  134;  Wineland'a  Ap- 
peal, 118  Pa.  37,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  571,  12  Atl. 
301 ;  Re  Andrews,  162  N.  Y.  1,  48  L.  R.  A. 
662,  76  Am.  St.  Rep.  294,  56  N.  E.  529. 

Pxioe,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

We  are  not  required  in  this  case  to  as- 
certain the  intention  of  the  testator  in  mak- 
ing the  will  before  us,  nor  to  construe  its 
provisions,  but  to  determine  whether  it  was 
executed  according  to  law.  The  undisput- 
ed testimony  shows,  and  counsel  for  the 
parties  agree,  that  it  was  the  intention  of 
Henry  Irwin  to  make  the  marginal  clause 
found  on  the  sixth  or  last  page  a  part  of 
that  instrument.  As  appears  from  the  in- 
tended facsimile  in  our  statement  of  the 
case,  the  body  of  the  alleged  will  was  writ- 
ten on  the  horizontal  lines  of  the  pages,  but 
leaving,  at  least  on  the  sixth  or  last  page, 
a  considerable  blank  space  to  the  left  of  the 
ends  of  the  lines.  The  signatures  of  the 
testator  and  the  witnesses  follow  below  the 
attestation  clause,  and  are  under  the  body 
of  the  instrument,  and  at  its  end,  as  if  no 
marginal  clause  had  been  inserted.  This 
marginal  clause  commences  on  the  left 
edge  of  the  page,  running  lengthwise  there- 
with from  hear  the  bottom  to  near  the  top 
thereof.  The  lower  end  of  the  clause  is  1 
inch  or  more  bolow  and  to  the  left  of  the 
names  of  the  witnesses,  and  about  3  inches 
below  and  to  the  left  of  the  signature  of 
the  testator.  Between  the  loWer  end  of  the 
clause  and  the  names  of  the  witnesses  there 
is  a  blank  space  of  about  1  inch,  and  be- 
tween it  and  the  attestation  clause  the 
blank  space  is  about  1^  inches  in  width 
Between  the  subscribing  and  attestation 
clauses  on  the  horizontal  lines  there  is  a 
blank  space  of  four  lines. 

We  think  we  have  sufficiently  described 
the  location  and  relative  situation  of  this 
clause,  which  constitutes  the  ground  of  the 
contest.  Its  history  otherwise  is  very  brief, 
and  may  be  summed  up  in  a  few  words. 
The  will,  as  originally  prepared  by  the 
scrivener,  occupied,  and  yet  occupies,  six 
pages  of  foolscap  or  legal  cap  paper,  on 
the  last  of  which  are  the  signatures  of  the 
testator  and  the  witnesses.  It  was  read 
over  to  the  testator,  and  he  expressed  his 
satisfaction  with  its  provisions  so  far  as 
they  had  been  written,  but  refused  to  sign 
until  another  provision  should  be  inserted. 
He  desired  to  prevent  attack  on  his  will  and 
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litigation  that  might  follow  at  the  instance 
of  dissatisfied  heirs,  legatees,  or  devisees, 
and  to  this  end  requested  that  there  be  in- 
serted a  provision  that  would  impose  some- 
thing of  a  penalty  upon  any  person  who 
would  controvert  the  disposition  he  was 
making  of  the  property.  The  marginal 
dause  referred  to  was  written  in  the  space 
and  in  the  manner  just  described,  and  it 
reads:  "My  will  is  that  any  child  or  heir 
not  taken  with  this  my  last  will  and  testa- 
ment shall  be  disinherited,  cut  out,  and 
shall  have  not  one  doll  of  my  estate.'' 
With  this  in,  the  will  was  read  to  the  tes- 
tator, and  he  expressed  his  satisfaction,  and 
signed  it  at  the  place  before  stated.  The 
party  or  parties  contesting  the  will  alleged 
in  the  petition  and  contended  at  the  trial 
that  the  will  was  void,  because  it  was  not 
signed  at  the  end  thereof. 

On  this  subject  our  statute  (Rev.  Stat. 
§  5916)  provides:  "Every  last  will  and 
testament  (except  nuncupative  wills  here- 
inafter provided  for)  shall  be  in  writing, 
and  may  be  hand  written  or  typewritten, 
and  such  will  shall  be  signed  at  the  end 
thereof  by  the  party  making  the  same,  or 
by  some  other  person  in  his  presence  and  by 
his  express  direction,  and  shall  be  attested," 
etc  We  have  seen  that  the  testator  intend- 
ed the  clause  written  on  the  margin  to  be  a 
part  of  his  will,  and  that  he  declined  to 
sign  imtil  it  or  its  equivalent  was  inserted 
somewhere  in  the  instrument,  but  he  did 
not  direct  where  it  should  be  inserted.  If 
the  language  so  written  has  no  legal  sig- 
nification, and  has  no  effect  on  the  other 
provisions  of  the  will,  it  might  be  treated  as 
mere  unimportant  surplusage,  as  in  Baker 
V.  Baker,  51  Ohio  St.  217,  37  N.  E.  125.  In 
that  case  the  testator,  after  having  signed 
the  instrument  disposing  of  his  property 
and  appointing  his  sister-in-law  as  the  ex- 
ecutrix, which  was  duly  witnessed,  wrote 
under  the  attestation  clause  the  words,  "My 
sister-in-law  is  not  required  to  give  bond 
when  probated,"  and  signed  his  name  there- 
to, which  was  not  attested.  It  was  held 
that  these  words  could  not  affect  the  con- 
struction of  the  will,  were  not  dispositive 
in  character,  and  that  the  will  was  signed 
at  the  end  thereof.  But  if  the  clause  is  of 
a  dispositive  character,  and  may,  in  certain 
events,  change  the  course  of  some  or  all  of 
his  property,  its  location  in  the  instrument 
is  of  essential  importance  in  deciding  wheth- 
er the  will  is  signed  at  its  end.  Although 
the  language  of  the  marginal  clause  is 
crude,  and  is  the  expression  of  an  illiterate 
man,  yet  its  meaning  is  not  doubtful  when 
coupled  with  the  directions  of  the  testator 
which  led  to  its  insertion.  According  to 
the  undisputed  testimony,  he  was  determined 
that  his  estate  should  be  settled  in  peace. 
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and  according  to  his  wilV  and  that  if  any 
"child  or  heir"  should  not  "take"  with  his 
will,  he  should  be  cut  off  without  one  dol- 
lar of  his  estate.  Clearly,  the  clause  has 
a  dispositive  character,  and  this  seems  to  be 
admitted  by  counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
In  Bradford  v.  Bradford,  19  Ohio  St.  640,  2 
Am.  Rep.  419,  it  is  hold  that  "a  condition 
in  a  will  whereby  the  testator  excludes  any 
one  of  his  heirs  who  'goes  to  law  to  break 
his  wiir  from  any  part  or  share  of  his  es- 
tate is  valid  and  binding;  and  effect  will  be 
given  to  it  as  well  in  respect  to  bequests  of 
personalty  as  to  devises  of  real  estate." 
However,  they  urge  that,  while  this  is  true, 
the  beneficiaries  under  the  will  have  all 
united  to  uphold  it,  and  that  this  appears 
by  their  joint  answer  in  this  case,  wherein 
they  allege  that  the  paper  produced  as  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  Henry  Irwin  is 
his  valid  last  will  and  testament.  There- 
fore, it  is  argued,  the  marginal  clause  can 
never  have  any  chance  for  operation,  and  is 
no  longer  of  consequence,  in  the  settlement 
of  the  estate.  But  it  must  be  borne  in  mind 
that  the  will  was  executed  without  any 
knowledge  of  what  the  "child  or  heir"  might 
Kubsequently  decide  to  do,  and  hence  the  in- 
tense desire  to  provide  for  the  contingency. 
The  will  became  operative  when  admitted 
to  probate.  The  testator  died,  leaving  the 
instrument  just  as  he  had  made  it«  con- 
taining within  its  scope  this  dispositive 
clause,  and  no  pleading  could  be  filed  in  a 
case  contesting  the  will  that  would  change 
its  dispositive  character.  It  must  be  judged 
as  it  stood  when  inserted  in  the  will,  and  as 
it  was  probated  with  the  balance  of  the  iu- 
rttrument. 

We  therefore  recur  to  the  question,  Was 
the  will  signed  at  its  end,  as  required  by 
statute?  The  trial  court  submitted  the 
question  to  the  jury  in  a  very  concise  in- 
struction, which  covered  the  whole  law  of 
the  case.  It  is  this:  "If  you  find  from  the 
evidence  that  the  matter  written  upon  the 
margin  of  the  page  upon  which  the  testa- 
tor's signature  appears  was  written  before 
the  will  was  signed  by  him,  and  that  the 
testator  intended  such  written  matter  on 
the  margin  to  be  a  part  of  his  will,  then  I 
say  to  you  such  will  was  not  signed  at  the 
end,  as  required  by  statute,  and  your  ver- 
dict should  be  for  the  plaintiff,  and  that 
the  paper  writing  produced  is  not  the  last 
will  and  testament  of  Henry  Irwin."  This 
brief  charge  implied  that  the  matter  writ- 
ten in  the  margin  is  of  a  dispositive  charac- 
ter, which  was  the  decision  of  a  question  of 
law  for  the  consideration  of  the  court.  The 
only  questions  of  fact  for  the  determination 
of  the  jury  were:  (1)  Was  the  matter  up- 
on the  margin  written  there  before  the  tes- 
tator signed  the  will?  (2)  Did  he  intend 
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such  written  matter  to  be  part  of  his  will? 
If  "Yes"  is  answered  to  both  inquiries,  then 
the  statute  is  interposed  by  the  court,  and 
the  jury  was  told  that  the  will  was  not 
signed  at  its  end.  This  charge  is  severely 
criticized  by  counsel  as  a  usurpation  of  the 
province  of  the  jury,  whereby  the  court,  and 
not  the  jury,  decided  the  contest.  We  can- 
not concur  in  this  criticism.  It  is  true 
that,  after  a  will  has  been  admitted  to  pro- 
bate, and  is  contested  under  the  statute  in 
the  court  of  common  pleas,  the  will  and  the 
record  of  its  probate  make  a  prima  facie 
case  for  the  contestees,  and  the  burden  is 
upon  the  contestants  to  overthrow  the  will, 
and  that  the  ground  of  contest,  as  a  general 
rule,  is  to  be  determined  by  the  jury.  But 
the  court  does  not  lose  its  jurisdiction  to  de- 
cide all  questions  of  law  that  may  arise  on 
the  trial.  The  questions  of  fact  were  left 
to  the  jury,  and  the  court  properly  charged 
as  to  the  legal  effect  of  their  findings. 
There  could  be  no  mistake  as  to  the  findings 
of  fact,  for  it  was  clear  and  beyond  dispute 
that  the  marginal  matter  was  written  before 
the  testator  signed  the  instrument,  and 
that  he  not  only  intended,  but  demanded, 
that  it  be  written  somewhere  in  his  will. 
The  will  was  with  the  jury,  and  hence  the 
charge  of  the  court  only  applied  the  law  to 
the  facts,  and  this  was  the  duty  of  the  court. 
In  Wagner  v.  Ziegler,  44  Ohio  St.  59,  4  N. 
E.  705,  this  court  held  that,  "in  the  trial 
of  the  contest  of  a  will,  where  the  testimony 
introduced  does  not  tend  to  prove  the  issue 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiffs,  showing  inca- 
pacity of  the  decedent  to  make  a  will  at  the 
time  the  will  was  made,  it  is  not  error  for 
the  court,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  plaintiffs' 
testimony,  to  direct  the  jury  to  find  a  ver- 
dict sustaining  the  will."  That  holding 
simply  means,  that  the  powers,  duties,  and 
functions  of  the  court  in  the  trial  of  will 
contests  are  practically  the  same  as  in  other 
jury  trials  of  civil  cases. 

Taking  the  instrument,  the  original  last 
page  containing  the  marginal  matter  as 
there  found,  and  the  undisputed  evidence  as 
lo  Its  insertion  before  the  signing  by  the 
testator  and  the  witnesses,  and  that  the 
testator  intended  it  to  be  a  part  of  the  will, 
did  the  trial  court  correctly  apply  the  law? 
We  think  it  did.  The  statute  (§5916)  pre- 
scribes the  formalities  to  be  observed  in  the 
execution  of  a  will,  and  we  think  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature,  as  thus  expressed,  is 
very  plain.  The  history  of  this  and  similar 
legislation  evinces  a  purpose  that  such  dis- 
positions of  property,  real  or  personal, 
should  be  so  executed  as  to  prevent,  as  far 
as  practicable,  unauthorized  and  fraudulent 
additions  and  intorlineations  before  or  after 
the  execution  of  the  will.  There  should  bp 
some   continuity   in   the   expression   of  the 
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testator's  wishes,  and,  if  a  part  of  the  will 
is  aside  from  the  continuity  of  the  language, 
such  as  the  marginal  matter  in  this  case, 
there  should  be  some  word  or  character 
used  as  a  reference  to  the  place  it  should 
occupy  in  relation  to  the  other  provisions, 
80  that  the  end  of  the  will  may  be  ascer- 
tained. The  autliorities  sustain  this  degree 
of  liberality  towards  the  work  of  incompe- 
tent persons  who  sometimes  are  called  upon 
to  draft  wills,  but  beyond  this  the  rule  of 
strict  observance  of  the  statute  is  seldom,  if 
ever,  relaxed.  The  lawmaking  body  (our 
legislature)  has  the  power  to  set  the  guards 
against  fraudulent  dealings  with  such  sol- 
emn instruments,  and  it  has  done  so,  and  we 
are  not  at  liberty  to  disregard  them. 

The  will  before  us  has  no  reference  by 
word  or  character  to  the  marginal  clause. 
There  is  nothing  to  show  in  what  connec- 
tion, if  any,  it  should  be  read  in  relation  to 
the  other  items  or  provisions.  It  might  be 
taken  as  a  stray  but  for  the  parol  testimony 
adduced  at  the  trial  to  the  effect  that  it  was 
written  before  the  testator  signed  the  will, 
and  that  he  intended  it  to  form  a  part  of  it. 
Evidently  it  was  the  last  provision  written, 
and  was  so  written  immediately  before  the 
testator  and  witnesses  signed  their  names. 
The  witnesses  so  testify,  and  the  jury  so 
found.  Is  the  marginal  clause  the  end  of 
the  will?  If  so,  the  testator  did  not  sign 
it  at  the  end  thereof.  There  were  blank 
marginal  spaces  on  each  of  the  six  pages 
constituting  the  whole  instrument.  On  the 
last  or  sixth  page  a  space  of  four  lines  was 
left  for  testajor's  signature  just  preceding 
the  attestation  clause.  There  is  no  refer- 
ence by  word  or  character  in  that  space  to 
indicate  that  the  marginal  matter  belongs 
there;  nor  is  there  any  mark  or  reference 
in  the  entire  instrument  to  indicate  where 
it  belongs.  Hence,  beginning  at  the  first 
page,  and  reading  the  items  and  provisions 
in  their  consecutive  order,  down  to  the  sig- 
nature, we  see  nothing  else  until  we  have 
concluded,  and  then  see  off  to  the  left  on 
the  margin  the  matter  quoted,  standing 
alone  and  unidentified.  Yet  tlie  testimony 
and  agreement  are  that  the  testator  intend- 
ed this  matter  to  be  a  part  of  his  will.  As 
said  in  Jiakrr's  AppeaL  107  Pa.  381-392, 
62  Am.  Rep.  478:  "Where,  however  the 
continuity  of  a  writing  otherwise  complete 
it  attempted  to  be  broken  by  the  insertion 
into  it  of  a  clause  or  paragraph  written  up- 
on the  same  or  a  different  page  or  sheet,  the 
clause  to  be  inserted  must  be  plainly  re- 
ferred to,  and  be  susceptible  also  of  certain 
identification.  The  reference  must,  as  we 
have  already  shown,  be  complete  in  the  body 
of  the  will.  The  testator's  intention  cannot 
otherwise  appear."  An  inspection  of  the 
will  in  contest  here  and  a  consideration  of 
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the  uncontroverted  facts  lead  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  the  charge  ol  the  trial  court 
is  sound,  and  that  the  will  was  not  signed 
at  its  end. 

Bearing  upon  the  construction  of  our 
statute  and  similar  statutes  of  other  states 
may  be  cited  Glancy  v.  Glancy,  17  Ohio 
St.  135 ;  Keyl  v.  Feuchier,  56  Ohio  St.  424, 
47  N.  E.  140;  Sisters  of  Charity  v.  Kelly, 
67  N.  Y.  409;  Re  O'Neil,  91  N.  Y.  616;  Re 
Conway,  124  N.  Y.  455,  11  L.  R.  A.  796,  26 
N.  E.  1028;  Wincland's  Appeal,  118  Pa.  37, 
4  Am.  St.  Rep.  571,  12  Atl.  301;  Re  An- 
drews, 162  N.  Y.  1,  48  L.  R.  A.  662,  76  Am. 
St.  Rep.  294,  56  N.  E.  529;  Re  Walker,  110 
Cal.  387,  30  L.  R.  A.  460,  52  Am.  St.  Rep. 
104,  42  Pac.  815.  The  doctrine  of  these 
cases  seems  to  be  that,  as  to  the  manner  of 
the  execution  of  a  will,  the  courts  look  to 
the  intention  of  the  legislature,  and  not  the 
intention  of  the  testator.  The  intention  of 
the  latter  is  sought  in  the  interpretation  of 
wills,  but  the  purpose  of  the  legislation  must 
be  looked  to  as  to  the  formalities  prescribed 
for  their  execution.  The  application  of 
these  rules  may  in  some  cases  work  hard- 
ship, and  thwart  an  intended  disposition 
of  property;  but  the  safeguards  cannot  be 
frittered  away  because  of  the  unfortunate 
work  of  an  incompetent  who  has  been  given 
the  grave  responsibility  of  writing  a  will. 
The  protection  of  wills  from  fraudulent  and 
unauthorized  changes,  additions,  and  inter- 
lineations seems  to  be  the  paramount  ob- 
ject of  the  statute,  and  its  enforcement  will 
no  doubt  work  the  greater  good. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  af- 
firmed. 

Spear,  Ch.  J.,  and  Davis,  Sbauok, 
Crew,  and   Suinmers,   JJ.,   concur. 


STATE    of    Ohio   ex  rel.  Jean  D.  McKELL 

V, 

Huston  T.  ROBINS,  Judge  of  Probate. 
(71  Ohio  St.  273.) 

*Tlie  act  of  the  ireneral  aMneiiibly  entitled 
"An  Act  to  Amend  X  .MG41c  of  ttie  Revised 
Statutes  of  Oliio.  Relating  to  tiie  Giving  of 

•Headnote  by  the  Court. 

Note. — A  new  phase  of  the  paternal  effort 
of    the    legislature    to    interfere    with    private 
rights   of   oontnict    finds   condemnation    in    the 
alwve   case.     The   statute.   In   addition    to   the 
ordinary   objections   to   such   legislation   which 
are  discussed  in  the  notes  to  People  v.  Orange 
County    Road    Constr.    Co.    65    L.    R.    A.    33, 
'  and  State  v.  Loomis,  21  L.  R.  A.  789,  Incorpo- 
I  rates  the  more  objectionable  feature  of  confer- 
ring a  special   privilege  on   surety  companies. 
I  TTpon  this  branch  of  the  case  there  Is  not  enough 
,  material  in  addition  to  that  cited  in  the  case 
i  to  malce  annotation  desirable. 
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Snrety  Bonds/*  passed  April  20.  1904.  (97 
Obio  Laws,  182),  is  unconstitutional  and 
▼old,  being  in  ylolatlon  of  article  1,  ||  1 
and  2,  of  tbe  Constitution. 

(January  8,  1905.) 

APPLICATION  for  a  writ  of  mandamus 
to  compel  defendant  to  accept  an  ad- 
ministratrix's bond.    Allowed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  lAwrenee  T.  Neal,  for  relator: 

A  necessary  requirement  of  all  legisla- 
tion is  that  it  should  not  be  unequal  or  par- 
tial in  its  character  and  effect. 

Bill  of  Rights,  Ohio  Const,  art.  1,  |  2; 
State  ex  rel,  Schwartz  v.  Ferris,  53  Ohio 
St.  314,  30  L.  R.  A.  218,  41  N.  E.  579; 
Hocking  Valley  Coal  Co,  v.  Roaaer,  53  Ohio 
St.  12,  29  L.  R.  A.  386,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  622, 
41  N.  E.  263;  Harmon  v.  State,  66  Ohio 
St.  249,  58  L.  R.  A.  618,  64  N.  E.  117; 
State  V.  Qravett,  65  Ohio  St.  289,  55  L.  R. 
A.  791,  87  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  62  N.  E.  326; 
Williams  v.  Donough,  65  Ohio  St.  499,  56 
L.  R.  A.  766,  63  N.  E.  84;  State  v.  Gard- 
ner, 58  Ohio  St.  599,  41  L.  R.  A.  689,  65  Am. 
St.  Rep.  785,  51  N.  E.  136;  Atchison  d  X. 
R.  Co.  V.  Baty,  6  Neb.  37,  29  Am.  Rep.  356; 
Wilder  v.  Chicago  de  W.  M.  R.  Co.  70  Mich. 
382,  38  N.  W.  289 ;  Grand  Rapids  Chair  Co. 
V.  Runnels,  77  Mich.  104,  43  N.  W.  1006; 
Durkee  v.  Janesville,  28  Wis.  464,  9  Am. 
Rep.  500;  Holden  v.  James,  11  Mass.  396, 
6  Am.  Dec.  174;  Missouri  v.  Leu^s  {Bowman 
V.  Lewis)  101  U.  S.  22,  25  L.  ed.  989;  Bar- 
hier  V.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  27,  28  L.  ed. 
923,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  357 ;  Tick  Wo  v.  Hop- 
Hns,  118  U.  S.  356,  30  L.  ed.  220,  6  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  1064;  Gulf,  C.  A  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Ellis, 
165  U.  S.  150,  41  L.  ed.  666,  17  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  256;  Com.  use  of  Titusville  v.  Clark, 
195  Pa.  634,  67  L.  R.  A.  348,  86  Am.  St. 
Rep.  694,  46  Atl.  286. 

The  legislature  has  made  a  discrimina- 
tion in  favor  of  surety  companies  by  act- 
ually assuming  to  delegate  to  these  compa- 
nies the  power  to  determine  what  kind  of  a 
bond  or  imdertaking  any  party  or  offioer, 
other  than  the  superintendent  of  insurance 
and  notaries  public,  and  executors,  admin- 
istrators, guardians,  trustees,  and  other  fi- 
duciaries whose  bonds  do  not  exceed  $2000  in 
amount,  shall  be  required  to  give.  It  is. 
in  effect,  a  delegation  of  legislative  power  to 
surety  companies ;  and  the  Constitution  and 
a  wise  public  policy  alike  forbid  the  dele- 
gation of  any  such  power  to  a  private  cor- 
poration. 

Harmon  v.  State,  66  Ohio  St.  249,  58  L. 
R.  A.  618,  64  N.  E.  117;  People  em  rel. 
Shumway  r.  Bennett,  29  Mich.  451,  18  Am. 
Rep.  107;  Senate  of  Happy  Home  Clubs  v. 
'^pena  County,  99  Mich.  117,  23  L.  R.  A. 

L.  R.  A, 


144,  67  N.  W.  1101;  Fogg  v.  Union  Bank, 
I  Baxt.  435. 

Courts  of  record  have  the  inherent  power 
to  determine  judicially  as  to  the  sufficiency 
of  any  security  to  be  required  from  penonR 
subject  to  their  order.  This  power  is  be- 
yond legislative  interference. 

Re  American  Bkg.  d  T.  Co.  17  Pa.  Co.  Ct. 
274,  4  Pa  Dist.  R.  767. 

The  right  to  acquire,  possess,  and  protect 
property  is  guaranteed  to  the  people  of  this 
state  by  our  Bill  of  Rights,  and  is  declared 
by  it  to  be  one  of  the  inalienable  rights  of 
man. 

Ohio  Const.  Bill  of  Rights,  art.  1,  §  1. 

This  right  includes  the  right  to  make  and 
enforce  contracts. 

Palmer  V.  Tingle,  55  Ohio  St.  423,  46  N. 
E.  313;  Cleveland  v.  Clements  Bros.  Constr. 
Co.  67  Ohio  St.  219,  59  L.  R.- A.  775,  93  Am. 
St.  Rep.  670,  65  N.  E.  885 ;  BraceiHUe  Coal 
Co.  V.  People,  147  111.  66,  22  L.  R.  A.  340,  37 
Am.  St.  Rep.  206,  35  N.  E.  62;  Ritchie  v. 
People,  155  111.  98,  29  L.  R.  A.  79,  46  Am. 
St.  Rep.  315,  40  N.  E.  454;  Fiske  v.  People, 
188  111.  200,  52  L.  R.  A.  291.  58  N.  E.  985; 
People  V.  GilUon,  109  X.  Y.  389,  4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  465,  17  N.  E.  343. 

If  an  officer  pleads  the  authority  of  an  un- 
constitutional act  for  the  nonperformance  or 
violation  of  his  duty,  it  will  not  prevent  the 
issuing  of  a  writ  of  mandamus. 

Board  of  Liquidation  v.  McComh,  92  U.  S. 
632,  23  L.  ed.  625;  Davis  v.  Gray,  16  Wall. 
220,  21  L.  ed.  463;  Osbom  v.  Bank  of 
United  States,  9  Wheat.  859,  6  L.  ed.  233: 
Norton  v.  Shelby  County,  118- U.  8.  426.  30 
L.  ed.  178,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1121. 

Courts  and  judges  will  be  required  by 
mandamus  to  approve  and  accept  bonds,  as 
well  as  to  perform  other  duties  imposed  up- 
on them  by  law. 

State  ex  rel.  Adamson  v.  Lafayette  Coun- 
ty, 41  Mo.  225 ;  Beck  v.  Jackson,  43  Mo.  117; 
Coats  V.  State,'\^^  Ind.  36,  32  N.  E.  737: 
Bosely  v.  Woodruff  County  Court,  28  Ark. 
306;  State  ex  rel.  Truesdell  v.  Plambeck,  36 
Neb.  401,  64  N.  W.  667;  Cox  v.  Rich,  24 
Kan.  20;  Church  v.  United  Staters,  13  App. 
D.  C.  264. 

Messrs.  Gonlder,  Holding,  ic  Mastea, 
for  respondent: 

The  act  does  not  violate  the  14th  Amend- 
ment to  the  Federal  Constitution. 

Barbier  v.  Connolly,  113  U.  S.  27,  28  L. 
ed.  023,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  367;  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  v.  Humes,  115  U.  S.  612,  29  L.  ed. 
463,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  110;  Lawton  v.  Steele, 
152  U.  S.  133,  38  L.  ed.  386,  14  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  499;  Addyston  Pipe  d  Steel  Co.  v. 
United  States,  176  U.  S.  211,  44  L.  ed.  136, 
20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  96. 

The  general  assembly  may  make  reaeon- 
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able  classification  of  the  subjects  to  which 
legislation  shall  apply. 

State  V.  Nelson,  52  Ohio  St.  88,  26  L.  R. 
A.  317,  39  N.  E.  22;  Laioton  v.  Steele,  152 
U.  8.  133,  38  L.  ed.  385,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
499;  Minot  v.  Winthrop,  162  Mass.  113,  26 
L.  R.  A.  259,  38  N.  E.  612;  Day  v.  Laio- 
rence,  167  Mass.  371,  45  N.  E.  751. 

The  right  to  receive  property  is  not  an 
absolute  one,  to  be  enjoyed  without  the 
imposition  of  any  burdens  upon  the  prop- 
erty by  the  state,  such  as  are  reasonably 
necessary  for  the  general  welfare  and  pro- 
tection of  the  public  and  those  interested 
in  the  estate. 

State  ex  rel,  Schwartz  v.  Ferris,  53  Ohio 
St.  325,  30  L.  R,  A.  218,  41  N.  E.  579. 

The  propriety  of  regulating  the  giving 
of  bonds  has  been  recognized  in  this  state 
during  its  existence;  and,  if  the  evils  which 
have  resulted  from  the  giving  of  personal 
security  in  the  large  amounts  have  become 
known  to  the  general  assembly,  as  they 
have  to  every  citizen  of  the  state,  why 
should  it  not  be  permitted,  in  the  exercise 
of  the  discretion  which  it  has,  to  attempt  to 
cure  those  evils  by  placing  needful  safe- 
guards against  loss  to  those  whose  nrooer- 
ty  the  law  places  in  the  hands  of  another, 
without  being  charged  with  attempting  to 
create  a  favored  class? 

If  the  subject-matter  of  legislation  be  not 
prohibited  by  the  Constitution,  the  provi- 
sions of  the  law  must  be  clearly  unreason- 
able before  the  courts  will  declare  it  invalid. 

Sunbury  d  E.  R,  Co.  v,*  Cooper,  33  Pa. 
283;  Clark's  Estate,  195  Pa.  524,  48  L.  R. 
A.  587,  46  Atl.  127. 

It  is  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
decide  as  to  what  security  shall  be  sufficient 
in  such  cases. 

Johnson  v.  Johnson,  88  Ky,  279,  11  S.  W. 
5;  Coleman  v.  Parrott,  11  Ky.  L.  Rep.  947, 
13  S.  W.  525;  Wallace  v.  Scoles,  6  Ohio, 
429;  Love  v.  Sheffelin,  7  Fla.  40;  Tessier  v. 
Crowley,  17  Neb.  210,  22  N.  W.  422. 

The  general  assembly  has  power  to  pass 
laws  for  the  conduct  of  the  affairs  of  the 
offices  created  and  existing,  to  designate  the 
duties  of  public  officials  and  the  manner  in* 
which  they  shall  be  performed,  and,  before 
any  person  elected  or  appointed  shall  enter 
upon  the  performance  of  the  trust,  provide 
for  the  giving  of  bonds  as  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  according  to  the  oath 
of  office  and  the  laws  of  the  state. 

State  use  of  Knox  County  v.  Blake,  2 
Ohio  St.  147;  Ex  parte  Buckley,  53  Ala.  42; 
Schuff  V.  Fflanz,  99  Ky.  97,  35  S.  W.  279. 

Davis,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  relator,  Jean  D.  McKell,  was  appoint- 
ed administratrix  of  her  late  husband's  es- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


tate,  and  she  was  ordered  to  give  bond  in 
the  sum  of  $200,000.  The  relator  immedi- 
ately tendered  a  bond  in  the  required 
amount,  but  the  probate  judge  refused  to 
accept  it,  solely  on  the  groimd  that  it  was 
signed  by  personal  sureties,  and  not  by  a 
surety  company,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
the  general  assembly  entitled  "An  Act  to 
Amend  S  3641o  of  the  Revised  Statutes  of 
Ohio,  Relating  to  the  Giving  of  Surety 
Bonds,"  passed  April  20,  1904  (97  Ohio 
Laws,  182).  The  probate  judge  was  fully 
satisfied  that  the  bond  was  sufficient  in  every 
other  respect.  The  relator,  therefore, 
prays  for  writ  of  mandamus  commanding 
the  respondent,  the  probate  judge,  to  ap- 
prove and  accept  the  bond  so  tendered. 
The  respondent  answers  that  he  did  not  ac- 
cept and  approve  said  bond  because  the 
said  statute  provides  that  any  administra- 
tor's bond  in  excess  of  $2,000  must  be  execu- 
ted and  guaranteed  by  a  surety  company  or 
companies  authorized  by  the  laws  of  Ohio 
to  guarantee  the  fidelity  of  persons  hold- 
ing places  of  public  or  private  trust,  unless 
the  person  required  to  give  such  bond  shall 
make  affidavit  that  he  has  applied  to  such 
surety  company  or  companies  for  such  bond 
and  has  been  refused  or  rejected;  that  the 
bond  offered  by  relator  being  in  excess  of 
$2,000  and  not  being  executed  and  guaran- 
teed by  such  surety  company  or  companies, 
but  by  personal  sureties,  and  no  affidavit, 
as  provided  by  law,  having  been  filed,  he  was 
prohibited  by  the  aforesaid  statute  from 
accepting  or  approving  said  bond.  To 
this  answer  the  relator  has  filed  a  demurrer. 
It  is  insisted  on  behalf  of  the  relator  in 
support  of  the  demurrer  that  this  statute  is 
unconstitutional. 

The  provisions  of  the  act  are  so  interde- 
pendent and  interwoven  that  the  whole  act 
must  stand  or  fall  together.  It  provides 
that  the  execution  of  all  bonds  for  the  faitli- 
ful  performance  of  official  or  fiduciary  du- 
ties, or  the  faithful  keeping,  applying,  or 
accounting  for  funds  or  property,  or  for  one 
or  more  of  such  purposes,  with  certain  ex- 
ceptions, is  thereby  required  to  be  by  a  sure- 
ty company  or  companies.  We  are  there- 
fore not  able  clearly  to  perceive  that  the 
general  assembly  intended  in  any  event  to 
require  bonds  to  be  executed  by  a  surety  com- 
pany or  companies  in  any  one  of  the  classes 
mentioned,  to  the  exclusion  of  another. 
This  being  so,  if  the  statute  is  void  as  to 
administrators  or  other  fiduciaries,  it  is  void 
as  to  public  officers,  and,  if  void  as  to  pub- 
lic officers,  it  is  void  as  to  fiduciaries,  and 
the  contention  here  made  as  to  the  bond  of 
an  administratrix  involves  as  well  the  ques- 
tion as  to  the  validity  of  the  bonds  of  pub- 
lic officers. 
Liberty  to  contract  is  one  of  the  inaliena- 
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ble  rights  of  man  which  is  guaranteed  to 
every  citizen  by  the  Bill  of  Rights  (Const, 
art.  1,  §  1),  subject  only  to  such  restric- 
tions as  clearly  appear  to  be  for  the  general 
welfare.  The  mere  fact  that  the  general  as- 
sembly has  enacted  a  law  which  narrows 
the  liberty  of  contract  as  to  the  whole  peo- 
ple, or  as  to  a  class  of  citizens,  is  not  de- 
cisive. If  it  were  so,  the  constitutional 
guaranty  might  be  made  a  dead  letter  by 
bills  passed  through  the  procurement  of  in- 
terested parties,  or  in  response  to  the  de- 
mands of  extremists  in  times  of  popular  ex- 
citement. It  is  the  province  of  the  courts 
to  determine  whether  a  given  statute  infrin- 
ges the  Constitution,  which  is  the  supreme 
law ;  and  therefore  it  is  within  the  province 
of  the  courts  to  decide  whether  the  common 
welfare  demands  a  restriction  of  the  right  of 
individuals  to  contract  freely  for  their  own 
benefit  or  convenience.  It  is  the  undoubted 
right  of  the  general  assembly  to  require 
bonds  to  be  given  "for  the  faithful  perform- 
ance of  official  or  fiduciary  duties,  or  the 
faithful  keeping,  applying,  or  accounting 
for  funds  or  property,  or  for  one  or  more 
such  purposes,"  and  to  make  reasonable  re- 
quirements as  to  execution,  approval,  and 
security  to  effectuate  fully  the  purposes 
thereof.  But,  unless  the  public  welfare 
should  justify  and  require  it,  the  power  of 
the  general  i^ssembly  is  so  limited  by  the 
Constitution  (art.  1,  8  1)  that  it  cnnnot 
deny  or  restrict  the  liberty  of  the  officer 
or  fiduciary  to  obtain  or  contract  for  a 
bond  on  terms  satisfactory  to  himself.  Be- 
fore the  enactment  of  this  statute  an  offi- 
cer was  at  liberty  to  present  a  bond  signed 
by  personal  sureties  or  by  a  surety  com- 
pany or  companies,  as  his  own  interest  or 
convenience  might  suggest.  The  right  of 
choice  between  the  classes  of  sureties  is 
now  denied  him.  It  is  now  made  compul- 
sory upon  him  to  give  bond  signed  by  sure- 
ty companies,  and  personal  security  is  in  ef- 
fect abolished.  It  is  very  plain  that  the  se- 
curity companies  may  be  greatly  benefited 
by  this  legislation,  but  an  adequate 
corresponding  benefit  or  protection  to  the 
general  public,  such  as  would  justify  such 
a  radical  and  drastic  limitation  upon  in- 
dividual rights,  is  not  apparent.  The 
amount  of  loss  to  the  state,  county,  town- 
ship, or  municipality  on  official  bonds,  or  to 
the  beneficiaries  under  bonds  of  executors, 
administrators,  guardians,  trustees,  or  other 
fiduciaries,  comparatively  speaking,  is  tri- 
fling. Indeed,  it  is  possible  that  the  loss  is 
no  greater  than  would  result  when  the 
bonds  shall  be  signed  exclusively  by  incor- 
porated companies,  which  sometimes  be- 
come insolvent  as  individuals  do.  It  is  true 
that  the  loss,  if  any  default  occurs,  falls  on 
the  sureties,  and  that  there  have  been  spe-  I 
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cial  acts  of  the  general  asisembly  for  the  re- 
lief of  sureties  in  cases  in  which  it  was 
claimed  that  the  principal  was  not  in 
fault.  Some  of  these  acts  are  meritorious, 
many  of  them  improvident,  and  most  of 
them  unconstitutional.  It  argues  nothing 
in  favor  of  the  legislation  which  is  as:4ailed 
here  that  sureties  sometimes  seek  to  escape 
from  the  consequences  of  their  contract  of 
suretyship.  The  fact  remains  that  those 
whose  interests  are  protected  by  personal 
bond  rarely  lose.  We  have  not  been  ad- 
vised of  any  necessity  for,  or  general  de- 
mand for,  the  abolition  of  personal  security 
and  the  substitution  therefor  of  corporate 
security,  and  the  reasons  which  we  have 
given  persuade  us  th^t  the  public  welfare 
does  not  require  it. 

But  further,  not  only  is  the  person  who 
gives  a  bond  deprived  of  the  right  to  obtain 
it  of  whomsoever  and  however  he  please.% 
subject  only  to  the  requirement  that  it  real- 
ly protects  and  secures  the  obligee,  but  the 
obligee  is  compelled  to  pay  a  security  com- 
pany for  protection.  The  burden  is  not  put 
on  the  officer  or  fiduciary  to  give  protection, 
but  on  the  public  or  estate  to  obtain  pro- 
tection. The  requirement  of  the  statute  is 
that  an  executor,  administrator,  guardian, 
trustee,  or  other  fiduciary  shall  give  a  secu- 
rity company  as  bondsman,  and  that  the  es- 
tate shall  pay  for  it,  which  is  a  taking  of 
private  property  for  private  uses  without 
compensation;  and  that  a  public  officer 
shall  give  bond  with  a  surety  company  as 
surety,  the  premium  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
public  funds.  The  effect  of  the  latter  pro- 
vision is  to  require  the  state,  county,  town- 
ship, or  ijnunicipality  to  pay  to  the  enrich- 
ment of  security  companies  each  year  vast- 
ly more  than  it  would  lose  by  defaulting 
public  officials;  and  it  thus  becomes  evi- 
dent that  it  would  be  more  economical  for 
the  public  to  become  its  own  insurer  of  the 
good  faith  of  its  officials,  which  would  re- 
sult, perhaps,  in  no  official  bond  in  any  case. 
It  does  not  seem  to  us,  therefore,  that  any 
part  of  this  statute  was  promoted  by  con- 
siderations of  public  necessity  or  public 
welfare,  and  thence  it  follows  that  it  is  an 
unconstitutional  restriction  upon  the  lib- 
erty to  contract  which  is  guaranteed  by 
article  1,  S  1>  of  the  Constitution  of  this 
state. 

It  is  contended  on  the  part  of  the  re- 
spondent that  no  citizen  has  an  inalienible 
right  to  act  as  a  legal  representative  or  pub- 
lic officer;  that  the  general  assembly  has 
power  to  provide  for  the  descent  and  dis- 
tribution of  estates,  and  for  the  appoint- 
ment and  qualifications  of  executors  and  ad- 
ministrators, including  the  giving  of  bonus; 
that  the  general  assembly  has  power  to  pre- 
scribe the   manner  of  election  to  a  public 
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office,  and  the  qualifications  therefor;  and 
that  it  logically  followg  from  these  prem- 
ises that  the  general  assembly  has  authority 
to-  determine  the  kind  and  sufficiency 
of  the  security  to  be  given.  The  general 
soundness  of  this  argument  is  not  to  be 
questioned;  but  it  is  pressing  the  conclu- 
sion too  far  to  maintain  that  the  legislature 
may  go  beyond  the  purpose  of  the  security 
to  be  given,  and  may  require  things  to  be 
done  which  do  not  increase  the  protection 
of  the  obligee,  which  abridge  individu<il 
rights  without  contributing  to  the  general 
welfare,  and  which  enrich  a  designated 
class  of  sureties  to  the  exclusion  of  all  oth- 
ers. Such  a  conclusion  would  lead  not  only 
to  violation  of  article  1,  §  1,  of  our  Con- 
stitution, as  already  shown,  but  of  article 
1,  §  2,  also,  which  declares  that  "govern- 
ment is  instituted  for  the  equal  protection 
and  benefit"  of  the  people.  This  basic  prin- 
ciple of  the  Constitution  is  also  violated 
when  executors,  administrators,  guardians, 
trustees,  or  other  fiduciaries  whose  bonds  are 
fixed  at  an  amount  not  in  excess  of  $2,000 
are  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the  act. 
No  good  reason  for  this  discrimination  is 
apparent.  If  personal  bonds  are  a  public 
evil  they  should  be  abolished  altogether. 
If  bonds  signed  by  surety  companies  are  the 
only  ones  fit  for  the  security  of  estates,  all 
estates  should  be  permitted  to  enjoy  equally 


l>oth  the  protection  and  the  benefit.  If  any 
discrimination  were  necessary,  it  would 
seem  to  be  the  better  way  to  allow  all  es- 
tates, large  or  small,  to  procure  personal 
bonds  or  security-company  bonds  as  they 
might  be  able  or  might  prefer,  in^teid  of 
compelling  the  larger  estates  to  pay  tribute 
to  the  surety  companies,  while  the  smaller 
estates,  presumably  less  desirable  risks  to 
the  surety  companies,  are  still  permitted  to 
give  either  personal  bonds  or  bonds  of  se- 
curity companies, — if  the  latter  do  not  re- 
ject their  applications,  as  the  statute  pro- 
vides that  they  may  do. 

We  do  not  regard  any  of  the  cases  cited 
for  the  respondent  as  decisive  of  the  ques- 
tion now  before  us.  The  issue  raised  here 
is  whether  the  general  assembly  may  make 
security  by  security  companies  exclusive 
and  compulsory.  It  is  not  whether  corpo- 
rations may  be  authorized  to  secure  bonds, 
nor  whether  the  person  giving  bond  may  at 
his  option  give  a  bond  signed  either  by  per- 
sonal  securities  or  by  security  companies. 

Our  conclusion  is  that  the  statute  is  un- 
constitutional, and  it  is  accordingly  ordered 
and  adjuged  that  the  demurrer  to  the  an- 
swer be  suHtained  and  a  peremptory  tcrit  of 
mandamus  allowed. 

Spear,  Ch.  J.,  and  Sliaiiek,  Priee,  and 
Cre'w,  JJ.,  concur. 


MICHIGAN    SUPREME    COURT. 


TEAGAN  TRANSPORTATION  COMPANY, 
Plif.  in  Certiorari, 

BOARD  OF  ASSESSORS  OF  DETROIT. 


DULUTH   &    ATLANTIC    TRANSPORTA- 
TION COMPANY,  Plff.  in  CertioraH, 

V. 

SAME. 


WOLVERINE     STEAMSHIP    COMPANY. 
Plff.  in  Certiorari, 

V. 

SAME. 


(. 


.Mich., 


.) 


1.    Tbe    boldlBff    of    annual    atoclcliold- 
ers'    and    directors'   meetinsra    at    the 


place  named  In  tbe  articles  of  Incor- 
poration Hs  the  home  of  the  corporation 
is  not  its  principal  business,  so  as  to  make  it 
taxable  there,  where  substantially  all  the 
business  for  which  it  is  organized  is  trans- 
acted and  its  funds  kept  nt  another  place, 
under  a  statute  providing  that  a  corporation 
shall  be  taxable  where  its  office 'is  located  by 
its  charter,  provided  its  business  is  actually 
transacted  there,  but  that,  if  it  shall  es- 
tablish its  principal  office  in  another  place, 
then  the  place  where  It  transacts  its  principal 
business  shall  be  deemed  its  residence  for 
purposes  of  taxation. 
2.  A  Htatnte  makinar  all  the  property 
of  corporations  engaged  in  maritime  com- 
merce or  navigation  taxable  only  at  the  place 
designated  in  their  charters  as  their  general 
office  for  busiiiPSH  violates  a  constitutional' 
provision  requiring  a  uniform  rate  of  taxa- 
tion. 


Note. — The  »itU9,  for  iaasing  purposes,  of  tan- 
gible pergonal  property  of  domestic  corpo- 
rations in  the  United  States, 

I.  Scope  of  note,  431. 
II.  EsscntiaU  of  jurisdiction,  432. 

III.  Localization  of  corporations,  433. 

IV.  Principal  offtce  as  domicil. 

a.  In  general,  433. 

b.  Of  railroads,  436. 

V.  Effect  of  certificate  of  incorporation   on 
the  question  of  domicil,  487. 
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VI.  Legislative  potcer  to  fix  the  situs  of  prop- 
erty for  taxation,  441, 
VII.  Personal   properlj/   phunically  prCftent   in 
the  taxing  furisdiction,   442. 
VIII.  Tangible  property  outside  the  state,  448. 
IX.  Particular    eloJisci    of    propert". 

a.  Railroad  rolling  stock,  446. 

b.  Water  craft,    447. 
X.  Conclusion,  4.'S0. 

I.  Scope  of  note. 
This  note  is  confined  to  the  consideration  of 
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8.    Tbe  levialatnre  has  no  power  par- 
tially   to    exempt    from    taxation    the 

property  of  corporations  engaged  in  maritime 
commerce  and  navigation  where  the  Consti- 
tution requires  a  uniform  rule  of  taxation. 
4.  In  determinlnir  tl&e  sitns  of  personal 
property  for  taxation,  the  legislature 
must  regard  the  constitutional  requirement 
of  uniformity. 

(January  80,  1905.) 

PETITIONS  for  writs  of  certiorari  to  re- 
view judgments  of  the  Circuit  Court  for 
Wayne  County,  denying  writs  of  mandamus 
to  compel  the  lx)ard  of  assessors  of  the  city 
of  Detroit  to  strike  an  assessment  upon 
plaintiffs'  property  from  the  rolls.  Affirmed, 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Messrs.  Graves  St  Hatoli  and  A«gi>ii, 
Boyntoiit    MeMUlan,    ic    Bodmaa    for 

plaintiffs  in  certiorari. 

Mr.  Timothy  E.  Taraney  for  defendant 
in  certiorari. 

Garpenter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

Writs  of  certiorari  bring  before  us  for  re- 
view three  mandamus  proceedings  deter- 
mined in  the  circuit  court  for  the  county  of 
Wayne.  Each  of  the  above-named  relators 
is  a  corporation  engaged  in  transporting 
goods  by  water,  and  each  asks  for  a  manda- 
mus (which  the  lower  court  refused  to 
grant)  compelling  respondent  to  strike  from 
tlie  assessment  rolls  an  assessment  on  ac- 


cases  decided  in  the  United  States  concerning 
the  legal  places  of  taxation  of  the  personal 
property  of  corporations  in  the  states  of  their 
origin.  It  does  not  deal  in  general  with  any 
questions  concerning  the  taxahility  of  foreign 
corporations  on  account  of  personal  property 
which  they  own  and  use  outside  of  their  own 
states,  except  to  present  some  cases  illustrative 
of  the  main  theme,  or  those  where  peculiar 
circumstances  have  made  a  particular  corpo- 
ration, for  all  practical  purposes,  a  domestic 
one  in  a  state  in  which  it  did  not  originate. 

Neither  does  this  note  include  cases  relating 
to  inheritance  or  succession  taxes  involving 
corporate,  intangible  property  interests;  and  it 
takes  no  account  of  the  situs  of  shares  of  stock 
In  foreign  corporations  at  the  domlcil  of  the 
stockholder,  whether  that  stockholder  be  a 
natural  person  or  a  domestic  corporation. 

The  purpose  of  the  note  is  to  present  the 
cases  pertinent  to  the  maxim,  Mobilia  personam 
scquuntur,  in  its  application  to  taxing  a  cor- 
poration in  its  home  Jurisdiction  and  within 
the  limits  of  the  United  States. 

None  of  tbe  ground  gone  over  in  previous 
notes  in  this  scries  respecting  the  taxation  of 
American  corporations  is  again  occupied.  For 
this  reason,  the  reader  is  referred  to  the  note 
to  Sandford  v.  Poe,  60  L.  R.  A.  041,  on  Corpo- 
rate taxation  and  the  commerce  clause,  where 
the  subject  of  the  state  power  to  tax  the  in- 
struments of  commerce  and  the  validity  of 
taxes  thereon  were  treated  at  length ;  also  to 
the  note  on  Constitutional  equality  in  the 
United  States  in  relation  to  corporate  taxation, 
to  Bacon  v.  State  Tax  Comrs.  60  L.  E.  A. 
321 ;  also  to  that  part  of  the  note  on  Tax- 
ation of  corporate  franchises  in  the  United 
States,  to  Louisville  Tobacco  Warehouse  Co.  v. 
Kentucky,  57  L.  R.  A.  33,  dlv.  VII.  c,  8,  pp. 
88  et  seq.,  dealing  with  the  inquiry  as  to  what 
constitutes  doing  business  or  employing  capi- 
tal in  a  state  so  as  to  render  a  corporation 
amenable  to  its  tax  laws;  also  to  the  part  of 
the  note  on  the  Taxation  of  manufacturing 
corporations  in  the  United  States,  to  Williams 
V.  Warren,  64  L.  R.  A.  33,  divs.  IV.  and  V.  a, 
pp.  52-54,  dealing  with  the  right  of  a  manu- 
facturing corporation  to  exemption  from  tax- 
ation in  the  place  where  it  holds  its  meetings 
of  stockholders  and  directors  and  maintains 
an  office:  and  finally,  to  the  cases  relating  to 
the  taxation  of  railroad  property,  apparently 
personal  but  treated  as  real,  or  vice  versa,  with 
a  corresponding  effect  upon  the  question  of 
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situs,  in  the  note  on  Nature  of  railroad, — ir/i<  ih- 
er  real  estate  or  personal  property,  to  Webster 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Keystone  Lumber  &  Min.  Co.  66 
L.  R.  A.  33,  dlv.  XI.,  pp.  51  et  seq. 

The  questions  relating  to  the  taxation  of  the 
poles  and  wires  of  telegraph,  telephone,  light, 
heat,  and  power  companies,  street  railways, 
gas  and  water  mains,  service  pipes,  and  hy- 
drants are  considered  to  lie  outside  of  the  point 
under  annotation,  and  need  not  be  sought  here. 

For  a  case  holding  the  mains,  pipes,  and 
hydrants  of  a  water  company  assessable  for 
taxes  as  part  of  the  real  estate  and  a  note 
of  the  pertinent  decisions,  consult  Oskaloosa 
Water  Co.  v.  Board  of  Equalization,  16  L.  R. 
A.  296.  Another  case  in  point  in  that  behalf 
is  Shelbyville  Water  Co.  v.  Illinois,  16  L.  R.  A. 
505. 

For  a  note  upon  the  residence  of  corporations 
for  the  purposes  of  Jurisdiction  in  the  Federal 
courts,  the  reader  is  referred  to  Stephens  v. 
St.  LouU  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  14  L.  R.  A.  184. 

II.  EssentiaU  of  jurisdiction. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  cite  more  than  a  few 
especially  apt  cases  to  the  point  that  either 
the  coriioratlon  itself,  or  the  property  of  it 
taxed,  or  both,  to  warrant  a  state  in  levying 
a  tax,  must  be  under  the  dominion  of  the  as- 
sessing government. 

The  authority  of  a  legislature  to  impose  taxes 
extends  ^ver  all  persons  and  property  within 
the  sphere  of  its  territorial  Jurisdiction;  but 
where  there  is  Jurisdiction  neither  as  to  persons 
nor  property  the  imposition  of  a  tax  will  be 
ultra  vires  and  void.  St.  Louis  v.  Wiggins 
Ferry  Co.  11  Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  192. 

Unless  either  the  property  or  its  owner  Is 
within  a  state,  that  state  has  no  Jurisdiction 
to  tax  either  the  one  or  the  other.  Dalllnger 
V.  Rapello,  14  Fed.  32;  Yost  v.  Lake  Erie 
Transp.  Co.  60  C,  C.  A.  611,  112  Fed.  746. 

Whether  or  not  choses  in  action  may,  under 
certain  circumstances,  be  subjected  to  taxation 
in  a  state  where  their  owner  has  no  domlcil. 
as  several  cases  decide,  they  cannot  be  so  taxed 
unless  they  have  acquired  what  may  be  aptly 
called  a  business  situs  at  the  place  of  taxation. 
Herron  v.  Keeran,  59  Ind.  476,  26  Am.  Rep.  87. 

We  readily  concede,  said  the  Tennessee  su- 
preme court  upon  a  recent  occasion,  when  con- 
sidering the  situs  of  a  corix>ration,  that  under 
the  Codes  of  all  civilized  nations  Jurisdiction 
ends   where   neither   the   person    nor   property 
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eount  of  certain  steamboate  owned  by  it. 
Said  steamboats  during  the  season  are  en- 
gaged in  navigating  the  Great  Lakes,  and 
are  seldom  in  the  city  of  Detroit  In  the 
articles,  of  incorporation  of  the  first  two 
relators  the  township  of  Hamtramack, 
Wayne  coimty,  is  named  as  the  location  of 
their  general  offices  for  business.  In  the 
articles  of  incorporation  of  the  last-named 
relator,  viz.,  the  Wolverine  Steamship  Com- 
pany, the  village  of  Utica,  Macomb  county, 
is  named  as  the  location  of  its  general  of* 
fioe  for  business.  At  the  place  named  as 
the  location  of  their  offices  relators  never 
had  any  regular  business  office.  All  they 
did  there  was  to  use  the  office  or  house  of 
another  for  their  annual  stockholders*  meet- 
ing, and  in  case  of  the  Teagan  Transporta- 


tion Company  also  for  the  first  meeting  of 
the  directors  elected  at  said  stockholders' 
meeting.  Substantially  all  the  other  busi- 
ness of  said  Teagan  Transportation  Com- 
pany which  was  not  done  on  its  boats  was 
done  in  the  city  of  Detroit.  The  manage- 
ment of  the  ordinary  business  of  the  lai>t 
two  named  relators  was  carried  on  by  their 
agent  at  Cleveland.  Their  funds,  however, 
except  those  required  *'to  pay  the  ordinary 
running  expenses  of  the  boats  and  the  offi- 
cers and  crew,"  were  received  and  dis- 
bursed by  their  treasurer  at  Detroit;  and  it 
may  be  inferred  that  this  official  at  Detroit 
decided  any  business  matters  "outside  the 
ordinary  course"  not  necessary — that  is,  as 
we  infer,  which  he  may  decide  to  be  not 


of  the  defendant  is  within  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  court.  Young  v.  South  Tredegar 
Iron  Co.  So  Tenn.  189,  2  S.  W.  202. 

III.  Localization  of  corporatiotiM. 

The  popular  sense  of  the  term  ^'inhabitant" 
is  the  same  as  resident,  or  one  wlio  lives  in 
a  place.  An  Inhabitant  necessarily  implies  an 
habitation.  It  requires  no  reflection  to  de- 
termine that  in  this  sense  a  corporation  resides 
nowhere.  Uartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Hartford,  3 
Conn.  15. 

A  corporation  as  a  mere  ideal  existence  sub- 
sisting only  in  contemplation  of  law,  an  in- 
visible being,  can  have  no  locality,  occupy  no 
space,  and  hence  can  have  no  dwelling  place, 
unless  the  legislature  explicitly  or  impliedly 
eHtabliahes  one  for  it  in  a  particular  place. 
Wood  V.  Hartford  P.  Ins.  Co.  13  Conn.  2U2,  38 
Am.  Dec.  395. 

The  term  "inhabitant"  includes  a  corporation 
occupying  an  ofllce  or  building  in  a  town,  ward, 
or  village,  and  there  conducting  the  business 
for  which  it  was  incorporated.  Especially  is 
this  so  with  reference  to  the  burdens  of  tax- 
ation for  public  purposes.  Ontario  BanlL  v. 
Bunnell,    10    Wend.    186. 

A  corporation  is  an  artlflcial  being,  and  has 
no  dwelling  either  in  its  olhce.  Its  warehouse, 
its  depots,  or  its  ships.  Its  dumlcil  is  in  the 
legal  jurisdiction  of  its  origin  irrespective  of 
the  residence  of  its  otBcers  or  the  place  where 
its  business  is  transacted.  It  retains  that  dom- 
Icil  until  it  censes  to  exist.  Merrlcic  v.  Van 
Santvoord,  34  N.  Y.  208. 

A  corporation  can  have  no  legal  existence  in 
any  state  except  by  the  law  of  that  state.  The 
legal  entity  or  person  which  exists  by  force  of 
law  when  a  corporation  is  created  can  have  no 
existence  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state  which 
brought  It  to  life  and  endued  it  with  its  facul- 
ties and  powers.  Ohio  &  M.  E.  Co.  v.  Wheeler, 
1   Black,  286,  17  L.  ed.   130. 

In  the  Jurisprudence  of  the  United  States  a 
corporation  Is  regarded  as  a  citizen  of  the  state 
which  created  it.  It  has  no  faculty  to  emigrate. 
It  can  exercise  Its  franchise  extraterritorlally 
only  so  far  as  may  be  permitted  by  the  policy 
or  comity  of  other  sovereignties.  St.  Louis  v. 
Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  11  Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  192. 

For  the  purposes  of  Jurisdiction  of  the  Fed- 
eral courts  corporations  are  concluHively  pre- 
sumed to  be  residents  of  the  states  in  which 
thev  were  created,  and  of  every  district  In  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


state  of  their  domicil  wherein  they  own  prop- 
erty and  exercise  their  functions,  regardless 
of  the  location  of  their  principal  ofllces. 
East  Tennessee  V.  &  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Atlanta  & 
F.  B.  Co.  16  L.  R.  A.  109,  49  Fed.  608; 
Ijocomotive  Engine  Safety  Truck  Co.  v.  Erie 
K.   Co.   10  Blatch.  807.  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,  453. 

When  a  foreign  railroad  is  autuorl^eu  lu 
extend  and  operate  its  line  in  another  state  by 
a  statute  thereof,  and  does  so  in  conformity 
therewith,  it  becomes  to  all  Intents  and  pur- 
poses, and  subject  to  the  same  taxation  as  if,  a 
corporation  originating  in  such  state.  Com. 
V.  Cleveljind,  P.  &  A.  R.  Co.  29  Pa.  370. 

When  ihe  question  is  one  of  taxation  tt  Is 
conceded  that  railway  corporations  are  persons 
within  the  meaning  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  in  respect  of 
due  process  of  law  and  the  equal  protection  of 
the  laws.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v. 
Backus,  183  Ind.  513,  18  L.  R.  A.  729,  33  N. 
B.  421. 

And  they  are  also  conceded  to  be  persons 
within  the  meaning  of  a  state  constitutional 
provision  giving  every  man  a  remedy  by  due 
course  of  law  for  injury  to  person,  property, 
or  fame.     Ihid. 

The  decisions  that  corporations  are  persons, 
and  are  deemed  to  have  a  local  habitation, 
residence,  or  domlrll  for  the  purposes  of  tax- 
ation, are  harmonious.  It  is  unnecessary  to 
cite  them  upon  this  point  here;  they  were  ex- 
hibited in  the  writer's  note  on  Constitutional 
eqvalitv  in  the  United  States  in  relation  to 
corporate  taxation,  div.  VII.,  p.  330.  appended 
to  the  case  of  Bacon  v.  State  Tax  Comrs.  60 
ti.  R.  A.  321. 

IV.  Principal  office  as  domicil, 

a.  Tn  generah 

In  the  absence  of  a  statute,  the  rule  Is  that 
personalty  is  to  be  taxed  where  the  owner 
rosidos.  Walton  County  v.  Morgan  County,  120 
Ga.  .^.48.  48  S.  E.  243. 

Personal  property,  prima  facie,  is  returnable 
for  taxation  where  the  owner  resides.  Morgan 
County  V.  Walton  County,  121  Ga.  659,  49 
S.  E.  776. 

It  is  the  rule,  subject  to  some  qualifications, 
that  personal  property,  with  respect  of  Its 
taxability,  follows  the  residence  of  the  owner. 
Sangamon  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Morgan^County,  14 
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necessary — ^to   submit   to  the  board   of  di- 
rectors. / 

The  question  of  whether  relators'  prop- 
erty is  taxable  in  the  city  of  Detroit  de- 
pends upon  the  constitutional  validity  and 
construction  of  §  3834,  Comp.  Laws  1897. 
That  section  reads:  ''AH  corporate  prop- 
erty, except  where  some  other  provision  is 
made  by  law,  shall  be  assessed  to  the  corpo- 
ration as  to  a  natural  person,  in  the  name 
of  the  corporation.  The  place  where  its 
office  is  located  in  its  articles  of  incorpo- 
ration shall  be  deemed  its  residence:  Pro- 
vided, its  business  is  actually  transacted 
at  such  office;  but  if  it  shall  establish  its 
principal  office  in  any  other  place  than  the 
place  named  in  its  articles  of  incorporation, 
then  the  place  where  it  transacts  its  prin- 


cipal business  shall  be  deemed  its  residence 
for  all  the  purposes  of  this  act.  If  tnere 
be  no  principal  office  in  this  state,  then  at 
the  place  in  this  state  where  such  corpo- 
ration or  agent  transacts  business:  Pro- 
vided further,  that  all  the  personal  property 
of  all  corporations  heretofore  or  hereafter 
organized  under  the  laws  of  this  state  for 
the  purpose  of  engaging  in  maritime  com- 
merce or  navigation  shall  be  assessed  only 
in  the  city,  village,  or  township  which  U 
stated  in  their  original  articles  of  associa- 
tion or  in  any  amendment  thereof  hereto- 
fore or  hereafter  made  to  be  the  location  of 
their  general  office  for  business."  This  sec- 
tion was  §  11  of  the  general  tax  law  passed 
in  1893.  See  act  No.  206,  p.  358,  Acts  1893. 
As  originally  enacted,  the  section  contained 


111.  164,  56  Am.  Dec.  497 ;  Kennedy  v.  St  Louis, 
v.  &  T.  H.  R.  Co.  62  111.  896. 

It  is  tbe  general  rule  of  law  that  the  domicll 
of  the  owner  is  the  place  where,  by  a  legal  fic- 
tion, his  personal  property  is  regarded  as  having 
its  situs,  and  where  it  Is  to  he  taxed.  Herron  v. 
Keeran,  59  Ind.  472,  26  Am.  Rep.  87. 

The  place  where  the  business  of  a  merchant 
is  carried  on  is  where  he  keeps  for  sale  the 
merchandise  in  which  he  deals,  not  where  he 
purchases  or  temporarily  stores  it ;  and  that  is 
its  situs  for  taxation  under  a  statute  requiring 
the  personal  property  pertaining  to  the  buslnesB 
of  a  merchant  to  be  listed  for  taxation  in  the 
town  or  district  where  his  business  is  carried 
on.  Minneapolis  &  N.  Blevator  Co.  v.  Clay 
County,  60  Minn.  522.  63  N.  W.  101. 

A  debt  has  its  situs  at  the  residence  of  the 
creditor,  and  constitutes  a  portion  of  his 
estate  there;  consequently,  for  the  purposes  of 
taxailun  both  the  creditor  and  the  debt  are 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  state  which  con- 
tains that  residence.  Kirtland  v.  Hotchkiss, 
100  U.  S.  497,  25  L.  ed.  562. 

Tbe  residence  of  a  corporation  is  for  most 
legal  pjrposes  where  its  chief  office  or  place 
of  husiuess  is,  and,  except  where  it  la  by  law 
otherwise  provided,  its  personal  taxes  should 
be  paid  in  that  Jurisdiction.  Frankfort  v. 
Stone,  22  Ky.  L.  Rep.  502,  58  S.  W.  373. 

A  corporation  is  taxable  at  its  principal  place 
of  business  under  a  statute  requiring  the  owner 
of  personal  property  to  be  assessed  in  the  town 
he  inhabits.  Portland  v.  Union  Mut.  L.  Ins. 
Co.  79  Me.  231,  9  Atl.  618. 

The  rule  Is  that  personal  property,  except  as 
otherwise  required,  shall  be  listed  and  assessed 
for  taxation  in  the  county,  town,  or  district 
>.'bere  the  owner  resides,  which  in  the  case  of 
n  domestic  corporation  is  the  place  where  its 
principal  office  or  place  of  business  Is  located 
Minneapolis  &  N.  Elevator  Co.  v.  Clay  County, 
00  Minn.  622,  63  N.  W.  101. 

So  far  as  concerns  the  taxation  of  personal 
property  incapable  of  an  actual  situs  separate 
from  the  person  or  domicll  of  Its  owner,  a  cor- 
poration must  be  considered  to  reside  where 
its  principal  office  and  works  are  located  and 
Its  business  Is  transacted.  Pacific  R.  Co.  v. 
Cass  County,  53  Mo.  17. 

The  proposition  is  undoubtedly  true  that 
where  a  corporation  has  Its  residence  there 
its  personal  property  is  liable  to  assessment 
and  taxation,  if  the  law  has  prescribed  no  dif- 
69  L.  R.  A, 


ferent  rule  or  regulation  upon  the  subject. 
Bute  ew  rel.  Kansas  City,  St.  J.  &  C.  B.  R. 
Co.  V.  Severance,  55  Mo.  378. 

As  a  general  rule  a  private  corporation  will 
bd  held  to  reside  in  the  town  where  its  principal 
ofilce  is  established.  State,  Warren  Mfg.  Co.,. 
Prosecutors,  v.  Warford,  37  N.  J.  L,  397. 

A  corporation  must  be  deemed  to  have  a 
residence  at  the  place  where  its  place  of  busi- 
ness is.  Conroe  v.  National  Protection  Ins. 
Co.  10  How.  Pr.  403. 

The  capital  or  personal  property  of  a  domes- 
tic  corporation  in  New  York  is  assessable  in 
the  ward  where  the  principal  financial  business 
of  the  company  is  transacted,  or,  if  there  is 
no  such  office,  then  in  the  town  or  ward 
where  are  carried  on  the  corporate  operations. 
People  eof  rel.  Oswego  Canal  Co.  v.  .Oswego,  ft 
Thonp.  A  C.  678. 

A  corporation  is  embraced  by  a  statute  re- 
quiring local  assessors  to  set  down  in  the  assess- 
ment roll  all  taxable  personal  property  of  each 
person  in  the  taxing  district  above  his  debts. 
People  69  rel.  Cornell  S.  B.  Co.  v.  Dederick,  161 
N.  Y.  195,  55  N.  B.  927. 

A  domestic  corporation  Is  taxable  upon  its 
personal  property  in  the  city  where  it  has  its 
principal  office,  under  a  statute  declaring  all 
property  in  the  state  and  all  personal  property 
belonging  to  the  inhabitants  thereof  liable  to 
taxation.  Tripp  v.  Merchants*  Mut.  F.  Ins. 
Co.  12  R.  I.  435. 

Tbe  personal  property  belonging  to  a  cor- 
poration, and  not  composing  a  part  of  its 
capital  stock  which  is  otherwise  provided  for, 
is  liable  to  be  taxed  where  the  corporation  has 
its  place  of  business,  under  a  revenue  law  by 
which  all  personal  property,  except  In  certain 
enumerated  and  non inclusive  cases,  must  be 
assessed  to  the  owner  in  the  town  he  In- 
habits. Augusta  Bank  v.  Augusta,  36  Me.  255 ; 
Portland,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Saco,  60  Me.  196. 

A  corporation  Is  an  Inhabitant  only  at  Its 
domicll  in  its  own  state.  A  statute  directing  all 
personal  property  in  or  out  of  the  state  to  be 
assessed  to  the  owner  in  the  city  or  town  he 
inhabits  does  not  warrant  the  assessment  of  a 
foreign  insurance  company  with  a  local  office. 
Boston  Invest.  Co.  v.  Boston,  168  Mass.  461, 
33  N.  E.  680. 

Taxes  which  are  by  law  collectible  only  from 
residents  of  tbe  districts  in  which  they  af* 
assessed  are  void  when  levied  upon  a  corpo- 
ration whose  principal  place  of  business  la  oat> 
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no  special  provision  for  the  taxation  of 
property  of  corporations  engaged  in  navi- 
gation. The  proviso  relating  to  the  taxa- 
tion of  such  property  ( the  last  proviso  above 
quoted)  was  put  in  the  section  by  amend- 
ment in  1895.  See  act  No.  229,  p.  520,  of 
the  Public  Acts  of  1896.  It  is  obvious  that, 
if  this  proviso  is  constitutional,  relators' 
property  was  not  taxable  in  Detroit,  but 
was  taxable  at  the  place  named  for  the 
location  of  its  general  office  for  business 
The  contention  of  respondent's  counsel  that 
this  property  is  taxable  in  Detroit  compels 
them  to  affirm  these  two  propositions :  ( 1 ) 
That  the  proviso  is  unconstitutional;  (2) 
that  the  statute,  with  the  proviso  elimi- 
nated, properly  construed,  makes  their 
property   taxable    in   the   city    of   Detroit. 


We  will  consider  each  of  these  questions, 
but,  as  we  should  not  determine  a  statute 
to  be  unconstitutional  until  it  is  shown 
that  such  determination  is  necessary  to  a 
disposition  of  the  case  we  will  consider 
them  in  inverse  order. 

2.  If  we  eliminate  the  proviso,  the  con- 
stitutionality of  which  is  in  question,  the 
statute  made  the  property  taxable  "where 
its  office  is  located  in  its  articles  of  incorpo- 
ration: .  .  .  Provided,  its  business  is 
actually  transacted  at  such  office;  but  if  it 
shall  establish  its  principal  office  *in  any 
other  place  than  the  place  named  in  its  ar- 
ticles of  incorporation,*  then  the  place  where 
it  transacts  its  principal  business  shall  be 
deemed  its  residence  for  all  the  purposes  of 
this  act.     If  there  be  no  principal  office  in 


side  of  such  district  Green  Mountain  Stock 
Raoching  Co.  v.  Savage,  15  Mont.  189,  38  Pac. 
940. 

When  a  statute  requires  the  personal  estate 
of  corporations  to  be  assessed  In  the  townships 
or  wards  where  their  principal  offices  are,  a 
town  wherein  In  the  past  the  principal  office  of 
a  railroad  company  was,  la  Indisputably  the 
proper  town  to  assess  It  for  personal  taxes,  after 
Its  secretary's  office  Is  set  up  In  another  part 
of  such  town,  and  therein  are  kept  the  com- 
pany's safe  and  books,  and  there  its  annual 
elections  are  held, — especially  when  there  is  no 
l>roof  that  the  company  has  any  other  office. 
State,  Warren  R.  Co.  Prosecutor,  v.  Person,  32 
N.  J.  L.  134, 

When  a  statute  requires  all  property  to  be 
assessed  In  the  township  In  which  the  owner,  If 
A  natural' person,  resides,  and,  If  a  corporation, 
has  its  principal  office,  an  assessment  upon  a 
corporation  in  another  township  because  part 
of  Its  property  Is  there  located  Is  void.  State, 
Warren  Mfg.  Co.,  Prosecutors,  v.  Warford,  37 
N.  J.  L.  397;  State,  Warren  Mfg.  Co.,  Pios- 
ecutors,  v.  Dalrymple,  56  N.  J.  L.  449,  28 
.4tl.  671. 

But  under  a  law  enacting  that  taxes  on 
visible  personal  estate  shall  be  assessed  in  the 
township,  ward,  or  taxing  district  where  the 
property  Is  found,  the  location  of  the  corporate 
office  is  not  material.  State,  Warren  Mfg.  Co., 
Prosecutors,  v.  Dalrymple,  56  N.  J.  L.  449,  28 
AU.  678. 

In  the  state  of  New  York  domestic  corpo- 
rations are  taxable  (except  as  to  real  estate) 
only  In  the  town  or  ward  where  their  principal 
office  or  place  of  transacting  their  flnnnclal  con- 
r^rns.  when  they  have  such  an  office  or  place. 
Is  located :  consequently,  when  a  statute  of  said 
state  provides  for  taxing  foreign  corporations 
In  the  same  manner  as  if  they  were  domestic 
ones  npon  their  Investments  in  business,  they 
vnn  only  be  taxed  In  those  towns  or  wardn  where 
they  have  established  their  principal  offices  or 
places  for  transacting  their  financial  concerns ; 
therefore,  a  tax  upon  the  chattels,  stock,  and 
m.trhinery  of  a  foreign  corporation  assessed 
where  these  are  situated  In  the  hands  of  an 
agent,  when  the  principal  office  and  place  of 
business  of  the  company  Is  in  another  and  dif- 
ferent town  or  ward.  Is  void.  People  ew  rel. 
Ray  State  Shoe  &  Leather  Co.  v.  Mclean,  80 
N.  Y.  254. 

A  banking  association  has  a  situs  and  Is 
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an  inhabitant  of  the  city,  town,  or  ward  where- 
in is  located  its  office  of  discount  and  deposit, 
and  there  it  Is  taxable  regardless  of  the  res- 
idences of  the  associates.  Miner  v.  Fredonia, 
27  N.  Y.  156. 

The  principal  office  or  place  of  business  of  a 
corporation  for  the  purpose  of  taxation  Is  where 
Its  executive  officers  actually  transact  Its  busi- 
ness, and  not  the  location  stated  in  Its  articles 
of  Incorporation,  when  the  law  only  requires 
such  articles  to  contain  its  name  and  location, 
and  not  its  principal  office  or  place  of  business. 
And  this  is  so  notwithstanding  the  stockholders 
and  directors  held  their  annual  elections  at  the 
place  named  in  the  articles  of  Incorporation, 
and  such  place  was  therein  called  Its  principal 
office.  Milwaukee  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Milwaukee,  83 
Wis.  590,  18  L.  It.  A.  353,  63  N.  W.  839. 

The  situs  of  Intangible  property,  it  must  be 
admitted.  Is,  ordinarily,  at  the  local  residence 
of  the  corporation  within  the  state  where  it 
was  Incorporated.  Hubbard  v.  Brush,  61  Ohio 
St.  252,  65  N.  B.  829,  Scottish  Union  &  N. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Rowland,  196  U.  S.  611,  49  L.  ed. 
619,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  346. 

The  situs  of  a  corporation  determines  the 
situs  of  Its  share  stock.  Young  v.  South  Trede- 
gar Iron  Co.  85  Tenn.  189,  2  S.  W.  202. 

Intangible  corporate  property  Is-  taxable  at 
the  corporate  domlcll  when  no  statute  fixes  a 
different  situs,  notwithstanding  the  corporate 
owner  carries  on  corporate  business  In  several 
places.  Grundy  County  y.  Tennessee  Coal, 
Iron  &  R.  Co.  94  Tenn.  295,  29  S.  W.  116. 

A  domestic  corporation  engaged  In  mining, 
refining,  and  marketing  its  output  in  distant 
states,  and  having  In  such  states  deposits  In 
bank,  and  debts  due  It  for  sales  made  therein 
and  upon  bonds  representing  Investments  there- 
in made.  Is  none  the  less  liable  to  taxation  upon 
Its  credits,  bills  and  accounts  receivable,  as  a 
part  of  Its  personal  estate  In  the  state  of  Its 
origin,  since,  for  the  purpose  of  taxation,  these 
have  their  situs  at  the  home  office.  People 
ac  rel.  United  Verde  Copper  Co.  v.  Feltner,  54 
App.  Dlv.  217,  66  N.  Y.  Supp.  769,  Affirmed  on 
opinion  below  In  165  N.  Y.  645,  69  N.  E.  1129. 

The  fact  that  a  corporation  created  by  one 
state  to  operate  a  ferry  between  it  and  another 
state  maintains  In  the  latter  an  office  In  a  city 
thereof,  where  Its  president  and  other  principal 
officers  reside,  and  where  Its  corporate  seal 
and  books  are  kept  and  the  ordinary  business 
meetings  of  its  directors  are  held^  and  where 
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this  state,  then  at  the  place  in  this  state 
where  such  corporation  or  agent  transacts 
business."  The  court  below,  by  a  majority 
opinion,  denied  the  mandamus.  It  must  bu 
assumed  that  the  court  found  as  a  fact  tliafc 
relators*  business  was  not  actually  trans- 
acted at  the  office  named  in  their  articles  of 
incorporation,  and  was  transacted  at  the 
city  of  Detroit.  We  cannot  review  this 
finding  of  fact,  if  there  was  evidence  to  sup- 
port it.  We  can  only  inquire  whether  there 
was  such  evidence.  It  appears  that  all 
that  was  done  at  the  office  named  in  the  ar- 
iicies  01"  incorporation  was  to  hold  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  stockholders,  and  in  the 
case  of  the  Teagan  Transportation  Company 
also  the  first  annual  meeting  of  directord 
elected  by  the  stockholders.     Unless  we  de- 


cide that  the  holding  of  annual  meetings 
of  stockholders  and  directors  is  the  princi- 
pal business  of  said  corporations,  we  must 
hold  that  that  principal  business  was  not 
transacted  at  the  place  named  in  the  arti- 
cles of  incorporation.  It  is  true  that  we 
held  in  Detroit  v.  Lothrop  Estate  Co.  11 
Det.  L.  N.  6,  99  N.  W.  9,  that  the  principal 
business  was  done  at  the  office  where  the 
manager  resided,  and  where  the  managers 
and  shareholders  "meet  to  do  whatever  is 
necessary  for  them  to  do."  This  by  no 
meiins  decides  that  the  annual  meeting  of 
stockholders  constitutes  the  principal  busi- 
ness of  the  corporation.  To  so  hold  would, 
in  my  judgment,  clearly  frustrate  the  legis- 
lative purpose.  It  is  said  that  the  personal 
property  of  the  corporation  should  be  taxa- 


its  bouts  are  registered  under  tbe  Federal  navi- 
gation laws.  Is  not  conclusive  as  to  the  domicil 
of  the  corporation,  and  does  not  necessarily 
give  such  boats  a  situs  for  the  purposes  of  tax- 
ation. St.  Louis  v.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  11 
Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  192. 

b.  Of  railrotids. 

The  residence  of  a  domestic  railroad  com- 
pany for  the  purpose  of  taxing  its  rolling  stock 
when  no  statute  interferes  Is  where  its  princi- 
pal office  is  located.  Sangamon  &  M.  R.  Co. 
v.  Morgan  County,  14  Hi.  164,  56  Am.  Dec. 
497. 

If  the  legislature  has  made  no  rule  for  the 
apportionment  and  distribution  of  taxes  upon 
railroad  rolling  stoclc.  Its  situs  for  the  purpose 
of  taxation  is  regarded  as  being  at  the  head 
office  of  the  company.  Philadelphia,  W.  &  B. 
R.  Co.  V.  Appeal  Tax  Court,  50  Md.  397. 

When  a  railroad  line  is  wholly  within  the 
boundaries  of  a  single  state,  and  the  legisla- 
ture thereof  has  prescribed  no  rule  of  distribu- 
tion and  apportionment  of  track  and  rolling 
stock,  the  only  practical  place  for  assessing  and 
taxing  it  is  at  its  principal  business  office  and 
station.  Appeal  Tax  Court  v.  Western  Mary- 
land  R.   Co.  60  Md.   274. 

The  office  where  the  financial  and  business 
affairs  of  a  railroad  are  managed,  where  its 
transfer  and  account  books  are  kept,  where  its 
directors  hold  regular  meetings,  where  Its  exec- 
utive officers  transact  Its  business,  and  where 
its  machine  and  repair  shops  are  located,  and 
its  rolling  stock  kept  when  not  on  the  road, 
is.  for  local  taxing  purposes,  its  domicil  In  the 
absence  of  any  controlling  statute  to  the  con- 
trary. Orange  &  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Alexandria,  17 
Gratt.  176. 

The  personal  property  of  a  street  railroad 
corporation,  when  no  statute  directs  otherwise, 
is  assessable  for  taxes  and  has  Its  situs  for 
taxation  in  the  city  where  Its  head  office  is 
situated,  even  when  no  part  of  the  line  Is  within 
the  municipal  limits.  Detroit  v.  Wayne  Circuit 
Judge,  127  Mich.  604.  f<Q  N.  W.  10.32. 

The  terminal  station  of  a  railroad  which 
extends  from  one  state  through  another  and 
into  a  third  is  not  the  domicil  of  the  company, 
when  its  head  office,  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness, workshops,  and  storage  depots  are  in  other 
states.  Philadelphia,  W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Ap- 
peal Tax  Court.  50  Md.  ,307. 

For  the  purpose  of  distributing  for  taxation 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  un located  personal  property  of  a  railroad 
corporation  among  the  several  counties  through 
which  the  railway  rims,  so  as  to  suljject  that 
property  to  county  taxation  in  proper  propor- 
tions, such  corporation,  in  Georgia,  is  treated 
as  residing  sub  inodo  In  all  the  counties  along 
its  line  of  road,  and  therefore  as  much  in  one 
as  in  another.  Columbus  Southern  R.  Co.  t. 
Wright,  89  Ga.  574,  15  S.  E.  293;  Sparks  ▼. 
Macon,  98  Ga.  301,  25  S.  E.  459. 

A  railroad  company,  said  Davis,  J.,  In  People 
€X  rcl.  Buffalo  &  S.  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Fredericks, 
48  Barb.  173,  Affirmed  In  48  N.  Y.  70,  should 
be  considered  as  a  resident  of  the  several  towns 
through  which  its  road  extends  within  the' 
meaning  of  the  New  York  tax  laws.  To  most 
corporations  a  fixed  locality  is  given  by  their 
charters  as  the  place  of  their  business  opera- 
tions. This  locality  they  cannot  change  without 
the  consent  of  the  legislature,  and  It  becomes 
the  legal  residence  of  the  corporation.  But 
a  different  rule  prevails  with  railroads.  They 
are  organized  for  the  purpose  of  constructing  a 
road  between  speclHed  places,  and  to  conduct 
their  business  along  such  road  through  its  whole 
extent.  They  own  and  occupy  the  entire  road, 
and  in  every  town  thereof  through  wliich  it 
passes  they  have  and  use  all  the  characteristics 
of  Inhabitancy  that  can  attach  to  a  corporation. 
The  locality  of  the  corporation  may  in  such 
case  justly  be  said  to  cover  the  route  of  which 
the  company  has  the  constant  and  potential 
occupancy  and  use,  and  to  be  everywhere  co- 
extensive with  the  road  itself.  If  it  has  a  prin- 
cipal office  or  place  for  transacting  the  financial 
concerns  of  the  company,  the  statute  has  ex- 
pressly provided  that  that  shall  be  the  place 
where  its  personal  property  or  capital  shall  be 
assessed ;  but  without  this  express  enactment 
the  personal  property  might  be  assessed  in  each 
town  where  it  was  owned  and  used.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  locality  of  the  principal  office 
determines  for  all  purposes  the  legal  residence 
of  the  corporation.  But  this  does  not  neces- 
sarily follow;  because  with  railroad  companies 
the  principal  office  may  be  changed  at  pleasure 
or  convenience  to  any  point  along  the  route. 
Indeed  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  to  prevent 
the  company  from  having  its  principal  office 
in  a  railroad  car,  and  running  it  up  and  down 
the  track  as  the  exigencies  of  business  may  re- 
quire. The  principal  office  does  not.  therefore, 
give  locality  to  the  corporation  In  the  sense  in 
which  it  does  to  a  purely  local  company. 
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ble  at  the  place  "where  its  office  is  located 
in  its  articles  of  incorporation:  .  .  . 
Provided,  its  business  is  actually  transact- 
ed at  such  office."  By  "business"  the  legis- 
lature meant  something  more  than  the  an- 
nual meeting  of  stockholders  and  newly 
chosen  directors.  If  it  did  not,  other  and 
more  appropriate  language  would  surely 
have  been  used.  We  come,  then,  to  the 
question,  Had  the  lower  court  the  right  to 
infer  that  the  relator  corporations  did  such 
business  in  the  city  of  Detroit  as  to  make 
Xheir  personal  property  taxable  there?  We 
have  shown  that  substantially  all  the  busi- 
ness of  relator  the  Teagan  Transportation 
Company  was  done  in  Detroit;  that  the 
treasurer  of  the  other  relators  resided  in 
Detroit,  had  (and,  it  may  be  inferred,  there 


exercised)  superior  powers  of  business  man- 
agement, and  that  he  there  received  and 
disbursed  the  funds  of  said  corporation  ex- 
cept those  disbursed  for  the  ordinary  run- 
ning expenses  of  their  boats.  If  the  hold- 
ing of  annual  meetings  of  stockholders  and 
directors  did  not  constitute  the  principal 
business  of  the  corporations  (and  we  have 
stated  that  in  our  judgment  it  did  not),  it 
follows  that  the  personal  property  of  the 
corporation  was  taxable  either  at  the  place 
where  it  established  an  "office  for  the  trans- 
action of  its  principal  business,  or,  if  it  had 
no  principal  office,  then  at  the  place  in  this 
state  where  such  corporation  transacts  busi- 
ness." It  is  immaterial  whether  we  say 
that  the  place  where  the  corporation  did 
its  business  in  Detroit  was  "its  principal 


Under  a  general  system  for  taxing  corporate 
real  estate  In  the  towns  where  it  is  situated, 
and  in  the  same  manner  as  the  real  property 
of  Individuals,  established  by  statutes  ante- 
dating railroads,  a  railroad  right  of  way  in  any 
given  town  through  which  the  line  runs  is  prop 
erly  assessed  therein  as  real  estate  as  if  the 
railroad  company  resided  in  such  town,  regard 
less  of  the  location  of  its  principal  ofBce. 
I*eopIe  ex  rel.  Buffalo  &  S.  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Barker, 
48  N.  Y.  70. 

A  domestic  railroad  corporation  having  its 
principal  office  at  one  of  its  termini,  and  whose 
line  runs  through  several  counties,  is  not  tax- 
able solely  In  the  county  where  that  office  Is  lo 
rated  upon  its  intangible  property,  for  that  has 
its  sItuB  for  taxation  along  the  whole  line  of  the 
road.  State  v.  Austin  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  rtO  S.  \V.  886. 

This  is  because  this  particular,  intangible 
proj^rty — franchise,  privilege,  immunity — Ih  by 
the  laws  of  Texas  not  separately  taxable  apart 
from  the  real  estate.  Writ  of  Error  denied,  In 
04  Tex.   5:J0.  62  8.   W.   1050. 

In  State  v.  Austin  &  N.  W.  B.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  60  a.  W.  880,  Key,  J.,  was  unable 
to  agree  with  his  colleagues  upon  the  question 
of  the  situs  for  taxation  of  the  intangible  prop 
erty  of  domestic  railroad  corporations,  but  held 
it  to  be  at  the  place  where  the  honte  office  of  the 
company  was  situated,  deeming  the  decision  of 
the  Texas  supreme  court  in  Ferris  v.  Kimble. 
7r>  Tex.  476,  12  S.  W.  689,— that  the  Intangible 
personal  property  of  a  natural  person  Is  tax- 
able only  where  he  resides,  taken  associated 
with  the  constitutional  and  statutory  require- 
ments that  all  property,  unless  otherwise  re- 
quired, should  be  listed  and  assessed  for  tax 
atlon  in  the  county  and  municipality  where  it 
is  situated, — conclusive,  as  there  is  a  sufficient 
analogy  between  the  principal  office  and  legal 
domlcll  of  a  corporation  and  the  residence  of 
a  natural  person  to  render  one  the  equivalent  of 
the  other,  and  they  are  generally  so  re^jarded. 

A  writ  of  error  was,  however,  denied  by  the 
Texas  supreme  court  in  04  Tex.  530,  62  S.  W. 
1050,  but  this  was  donel  by  holding  the  intan- 
gible property  In  question — franchises,  privi- 
leges, immunities,  etc. — under  the  Texas  stat- 
utes a  part  of  the  realty,  and  not  taxable  apart 
from  it. 

The  situs  for  taxation  of  the  intangible  prop- 
erty of  a  railroad  corporation,  unlike  that  of  an 
Individual,  is  not  ot  the  home  office  where  the 
60  L.  R.  A. 


directing  thought  and  control  of  the  corpo- 
ration Is,  but  it  is  distributed  wherever  its 
tangible  property  is  situated  and  its  work  Is 
performed.  State  v.  Austin  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  00  S.  W.  886. 

Writ  of  error  denied  upon  the  principal 
ground  that  the  franchises,  privileges,  and  im- 
munities of  a  railroad  are  not  separately  tax- 
able by  the  laws  of  Texas  apart  from  the  real 
estate.    94  Tex.  530,  62  S.  W.  1050. 

V.  Effect  of  certificate  of  incorporation  on  the 
question  of  domicil. 

If  the  charter  of  a  corporation  designates 
no  place  of  general  business  of  the  company, 
the  place  where  that  business  is  done,  am! 
where  the  personal  property  used  in  it  is  sit 
uated,  is  the  situs  of  such  property  for  taxation. 
Atlantic  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Lesueur.  2  Ariz.  428. 
1  L.  R.  A.  244,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  189,  10 
Pac.  157. 

And  If  the  corporate  charter  does  not  fix  the 
corporate  domlcll,  and  the  officers  and  directors 
hold  their  meetings  in  several  places,  the  dom- 
lcll for  taxing  purposes  will  be  held  to  be  where 
the  by-laws  require  the  stockholders  to  hold 
their  meetings.  Grundy  County  v.  Tennessee 
Coal,  Iron  &  R.  Co.  94  Tenn.  295,  29  8.  W. 
116. 

Where  the  statute  under  which  it  Is  organ- 
ized does  not  require  a  corporation  to  name  its 
place  of  business  or  the  location  of  Its  principal 
office  In  Its  articles  of  association,  its  residence 
or  domlcll  for  taxing  purposes  is  where  its 
principal  place  of  business  Is  situated.  Austen 
V.  Hudson  River  Teleph.  Co.  73  Hun,  96,  25 
N.  Y.  Supp.  916. 

And  when  such  statute  does  not  require  such 
a  naming  the  words  of  the  statute,  or  their 
obvious  equivalents,  in  respect  of  the  corporate 
domicil,  must  be  used  In  the  articles  of  incorpo- 
ration to  have  the  effect  of  determining  by  their 
own  force,  against  the  real  facts,  the  place 
where  a  corporation  is  to  be  assessed  upon  Its 
property.  Milwaukee  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Milwaukee, 
83  Wis.  500,  18  L.  R.  A.  353,  53  N.  W.  839. 

A  business  corporation  which  is  not  required 
to  report  to  the  state  auditor  is  to  be  assessed 
for  taxes,  in  Kentucky,  in  the  same  manner  as 
a  natural  person,  and,  natural  persons  being 
assessable  upon  personal  property  only  In  the 
counties  where  they  reside,  is  to  be  a.ssessed  and 
taxed    upon    its  personal    property  only   at  its 
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office  for  the  transaction  of  business,"  or 
whether  we  say  that  it  had  no  principal 
office  in  that  city.  The  fact  that  it  trans- 
acted business  of  the  character  already 
stated — ^business  which  was  obviously  more 
than  clerical — ^made  that  the  plaice  where 
its  personal  property  was  taxable  under  the 
hypothesis  that  the  proviso  of  1896  was  un- 
constitutional. We  come  to  the  considera- 
tion of  the  question. 

1.  Is  the  provision  that  "the  personal 
property  of  all  corporations  heretofore  or 
hereafter  organized  under  the  laws  of  this 
state  for  the  purpose  of  engaging  in  mari- 
time commerce  or  navigation  shall  be  as- 
sessed only  in  the  city,  village,  or  town- 
ship which  is  stated  in  their  original  arti- 
cles of   association  or   in   any   amendment 


thereof  heretofore  or  hereafter  made,"  con- 
stitutional? It  will  be  noticed  that  this 
provision  is  not  confined  to  '^vessel  proper- 
ty," so  called,  but  extends  to  all  the  per- 
sonal property  of  corporations  "engaged  in 
maritime  commerce  or  navigation."  While 
the  personal  property  of  indiWduals  is  tux- 
able  at  their  place  of  residence,  and  while 
the  property  of  other  corporations  is  taxa- 
ble at  the  place  of  their  principal  business 
office,  corporations  engaging  in  maritime 
commerce  or  navigation  may  have  their 
property  taxed  at  whatever  place  they  may 
choose  to  designate  in  their  articles  of  in- 
corporation. As  the  rate  of  taxation  varit»s 
much  in  different  localities,  it  gives  to  the 
latter  corporations  the  right  to  select  that 
place  in  which  the  rate  of  taxation  is  low- 


legal  domlcll,  which  is  tbe  place  named 
in  its  articles  of  incorporation  as  its  prin 
clpal.  place  of  business.  A  tax  assessed 
elsewhere  is  illegal  and  void.  Langdon  Creasey 
Co.  v.  Owenton  Common  School  District,  2.' 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  823,  76  8.  W.  381. 

There  is  a  conflict  upon  this  question. 

In  the  state  of  New  York  it  Is  the  general  rule 
that  the  principal  office  of  a  domestic  corpo 
ration  Is,  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  conchi 
slvely  fixed  by  its  certificate  of  incorporation, 
and  that  only  in  the  place  therein  designated 
can  it  lawfully  be  subjected  to  a  person .il 
property  tax.  Western  Transp.  Co.  v.  Scheu,  li> 
N.  Y.  408 ;  Oswego  Starch  Factory  v.  DoUoway. 
21  N.  Y.  440 ;  Union  8.  B.  Co.  v.  Buifalo,  82  N. 
Y.  351 ;  Conroe  ▼.  National  Protection  Ins.  Co. 
10  How.  Pr.  403;  Ilubburd  v.  National  Pro 
tectlon  Ins.  Co.  11  How.  Pr.  140 ;  Chesebrough 
Mfg.  Co.  V.  Coleman,  44  Hun,  545  ;  People  ex  rel. 
Knickerbocker  Press  v.  Barker,  87  Hun,  341, 
34  N.  Y.  Supp.  269 ;  People  ea  rel.  Edison 
Eleclrlc  Light  Co.  v.  Barker,  01  Hun,  504,  30 
N.  \.  Supp.  844 ;  People  ex  rel.  India  Rubber 
&  O.  P.  Insulating  Co.  v.  Barker,  16  Misc.  252, 
.39  N.  Y.  Supp.  88. 

And  in  Ohio,  where  corporations  are  required 
by  statute  (5G  Ohio  Laws,  113)  to  designate 
in  their  certificates  of  incorporation  "the  name 
of  the  county  or  place  where  the  principal  of- 
fice'* of  the  company  is  situated,  such  office  is 
the  domlcU  or  residence  of  tbe  corporation. 
I»eIton  V.  Northern  Transp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  4.'»0. 

It  Is  otherwise  in  Wisconsin  and  Michigan. 

In  Wisconsin  a  statutory  requirement  that  a 
corporation  shall  state  Its  "name  and  locution'* 
in  its  articles  of  incorporation  does  not  enable 
a  corporation  conclusively  to  fix  Its  principal 
office  or  place  of  business  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation  under  the  tax  laws.  Milwaukee  S.  S. 
Co.  V.  Milwaukee,  83  Wis.  500.  18  L.  R.  A. 
353,  53  N.  W.  830. 

And  in  Michigan  the  act  requiring  the  articles 
of  association  of  a  corporation  to  state  the 
(Ity.  or  town  and  county,  in  the  state  where 
its  general  office  for  business  is  located,  will 
not  let  It  escape  taxation  upon  its  personnl 
estate  In  another  place  where  its  actual  busi- 
ness' is  transacted.  Detroit  Transp.  Co.  v. 
Board  of  Assessors,  01  Mich.  382,  51  N.  W. 
978. 

It  will  be  noticed  that,  inasmuch  as  the  Wis- 
consin corporation  law  goes  no  further  than 
to  require  corporations  organized  under  It  to 
60  L.  R.  A. 


state  in  their,  certificates  of  incorporation  their 
names  and  locations,  the  decision  cited  is  not 
Irreconcilable  with  the  New  York  and  Ohio 
cases,  but  may  reasonably  be  distinguished  from 
I  hem.  It  is  possible,  also,  but  more  difficult,  to 
distinguish  In  the  same  way  the  Michigan  de 
cislon  Just  cited;  but  the  Michigan  statute  is 
very  much  more  explicit  in  its  language  than 
that  of  Wisconsin,  and  the  reasoning  upon 
u'hlch  the  Judgment  rests  discloses  radical  dif- 
ferences in  principle. 

The  boats  and  vessels  belonging  to  an  Ohio 
corporation  navigating  the  Great  Ijakes  are  tax- 
nble  as  personal  property  only  at  the  place  dea* 
i;;nated  In  its  certificate  of  incorporation  as 
that  where  its  principal  office  is  situated,  and 
this  notwithstanding  the  bulk  of  its  business 
is  transacted  at  a  neighboring  city  in  the  same 
county  and  state,  and  that  the  office  first  oc- 
cupied by  it  was  removed  to  another  part  of  the 
same  town  because  the  limits  of  such  city  were 
extended  to  take  In  the  original  office,  and  it 
was  intended  to  avoid  taxation  In  such  city. 
Pelton  V.  Northern  Transp.  Co.  87  Ohio  Si. 
4G0. 

The  principal  office  of  a  corporation,  which 
constitutes  its  residence  or  domlcil,  said  the 
Ohio  supreme  court,  is  not  to  be  determined  by 
the  amount  of  business  transacted  there  or 
elsewhere,  but  by  the  place  designated  In  the 
certificate  of  Incorporation.  And  when  the  cor- 
poration has  established  an  office  at  the  place 
named  In  such  certificate  no  further  inquiry  as 
to  tbe  identity  of  the  principal  office  Is  admis- 
sible.    Ibid, 

On  the  other  hand,  the  Michigan  supreme 
court,  while  admitting  that  a  corporation  has 
the  same  right  that  an  Individual  has  to  select 
Its  residence,  and  that  it  may  do  so  with  a  view 
to  taxation,  argues  in  this  wise:  The  corpo- 
ration must  have  a  local  habitation,  just  as  the 
Individual  must  have  a  residence.  This  must 
be  an  actual,  not  merely  a  nominal,  one  to 
affect  taxation.  The  Individual  cannot  have  a 
nominal  residence  In  the  country  and  an  actual 
residence  In  the  city,  and  escape  taxation  In 
the  city.  Neither  can  the  corporation  fix  Ita 
nominal  domlcil  In  the  country,  while  Its  actual 
domlcll  for  business  Is  In  the  city,  without 
becoming  taxable  at  the  latter  place.  If  It  does 
no  business,  and  In  the  nature  of  things  can  do 
no  business,  at  4he  place  It  selects  as  Its 
office,  except  hold  annual  meetings  of  stock- 
holders and  directors,  and  actually  carries  on 
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est.  It  thus  gives  to  them  the  privilege  of 
paying  lees  taxes  than  must  be  paid  by 
other  corporations  or  by  iiulividuals  engaged 
in  precisely  the  same  business.  Neither 
can  it  be  said  that  individuals  have  the 
same  right  to  select  the  place  in  which  their 
property  will  be  taxed  because  it  will  be 
taxed  at  the  place  in  which  they  may  choose 
to  reside.  It  is  true  that  individuals  may 
determine  where  they  will  reside,  and  cor- 
porations in  general  may  determine  where 
they  will  do  business,  but,  in  order  to  make 
their  property  taxable  at  that  place,  the  in- 
dividuals must  actually  I'eside  there  (see 
Beecher  v.  Detroit,  114  Mich.  228,  72  N. 
W.  206),  and  the  corporations  must  actual- 
ly do  business  there  (see  Detroit  Tranap. 
Co,  v.  Board  of  Assessors,  91  Mich.  382,  51 


N.  W.  978).  Neither  such  corporations  nor 
individuals  have  the  same  right  to  deter- 
mine the  situs  for  the  taxation  of  their 
personalty  as  this  statute  undertakes  to 
give  to  corporations  engaged  in  maritime 
commerce  and  navigation. 

The  question  arises  whether  such  a  law 
does  not  violate  the  provision  contained  in 
§11,  art.  14,  of  our  Constitution,  requiring 
a  uniform  rule  of  taxation.  In  Western 
Transp.  Co.  v.  Scheu,  19  N.  Y.  408,  and  Os- 
wego Starch  Factory  v.  Dollotcay,  21  N.  Y. 
449  (cases  relied  on  by  relators),  laws  like 
that  under  consideration  were  enforced; 
but  those  cases  throw  no  light  on  the  con- 
stitutional question  before  us.  There  no 
constitutional  question  was  raised, — per- 
haps none  could  be  raised, — and  no  such 


all  the  business  it  was  Incorporated  to  do  at 
another  place.  It  will  be  taxable  in  the  latter. 
Detroit  Transp.  Co.  v.  Board  of  Assessors,  91 
Mich.  382,  51  N.  W.  978. 

The  facts  In  the  Ohio  case  of  Pelton  v. 
I^orthern  Transp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  450,  and 
in  the  Michigan  case  of  Detroit  Transp.  Co.  v. 
Board  of  Assessors,  91  Mich.  382,  51  N.  W. 
978,  are  indistinguishable,  and  the  wording  of 
the  incorporation  statutes  of  both  states  closely 
similar,  yet  the  two  decisions  are  diametrically 
opposed. 

The  certificate  of  incorporation  of  a  New 
York  corporation  is  not  the  less  Conclusive  as 
to  the  corporate  domicil  for  the  purposes  of  the 
taxation  of  its  personal  property  and  the  prin- 
cipal, ofhce  or  place  for  transacting  the  finan- 
cial concerns  of  the  company  because  it  is  de- 
liberately chosen  to  avoid  taxation  in  the  place 
where  the  actual  operations  are  intended  to  be 
conducted.  If  this  is  an  evil  it  is  for  the 
legislature,  not  the  courts,  to  apply  the  remedy. 
Union  S.  B.  Co.  v.  Buffalo.  82  N.  Y.  351. 

The  certificate  is  not  the  less  conclusive  be- 
cause the  actual  principal  place  of  buniness  may 
be  in  fact  elsewhere.  People  or  rel.  India  Rub- 
ber &  O.  P.  Insulating  Co.  v.  Barker,  16  Misc. 
252.  39  N.  Y.  Supp.  88. 

Nor  can  the  conclusive  effect  of  naming  in  the 
certificate  of  incorporation  the  principal  ofllce 
as  respects  the  situs  of  the  corporate  personal 
property  for  taxable  purposes  be  avoided  by  add- 
ing In  the  certificate  itself  the  alternative  words> 
"or  at  such  other  place  as  the  stockholders  may 
determine."  People  ex  rel.  Edison  Electric 
Light  Co.  V.  Barker,  91  Hun,  694.  86  N.  Y. 
Supp.  844. 

Independently  of  some  statute  authorizing 
It  so  to  do,  a  New  York  corporation  cannot 
establish  Us  principal  office  elsewhere  than  In 
the  place  named  In  Its  certificate  of  Incorpora- 
tion, so  OS  to  affect  the  situs  of  its  personal 
property  for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  Oswojjo 
Starch  Factory  v.  Dolloway,  21  N.  Y.  449 : 
People  ex  rel  Knickerbocker  Press  v.  Barker. 
87  Hun.  ,141,  ?A  N.  Y.  Supp.  209. 

In  Ohio,  however,  a  domestic  corporation 
may  chanj;e  Its  ofllce  from  one  to  another  part 
of  the  town  named  In  Its  organization  certificate 
as  the  place  of  Its  principal  office,  without  ex- 
press legislative  sanction,  and  not  affect  there- 
by the  situs  of  its  persjinal  property  for  lax 
atlon.  This. la  because  the  statute  requlrlns 
the  corporation  to  designate  in  its  certificate 
69  L.  R.  A- 


of  incorporation  the  name  of  the  county  or 
place  where  the  principal  office  of  such  corpora- 
tion is  situated,  is  sufficiently  complied  with  by 
naming  the  town  without  specifying  a  building 
by  street  and  number  ;  hence,  the  corporation,  by 
stockholders*  vote  at  an  annual  meeting,  may 
remove  from  the  building  where  such  principal 
office  was  established  originally  to  another  build- 
ing in  the  same  town,  and  the  latter  building 
will  thereafter  be  to  all  intents  and  purposes, 
including  taxation  of  the  personal  property  of 
the  corporation.  Its  principal  office.  Pelton  v. 
Northern  Ti-ansp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  450. 

In  New  York,  too,  when  a  corporation  Is 
created  by  a  special  act  of  the  legislature,  and 
its  by-laws  designate  Its  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness in  a  named  city,  and  its  manufacturing 
business  is  there  carried  on,  although  they  also 
provide  for  a  branch  office  in  another  city,  and 
stockholders*  meetings  are  always  held  where 
the  manufacturing  is  done,  while  the  general 
executive  and  financial  business  of  the  corpo- 
ration is  transacted,  and  all  of  the  principal 
officers  reside,  without  the  state,  the  place  of 
taxation  of  the  personal  property  of  the  corpo- 
ration Is  in  the  city  where  its  manufacturing 
is  done,  and  which  Its  by-laws  designate  as  Its 
principal  place  of  business,  and  It  is  not  taxable 
In  the  city  where  It  has  a  branch  office.  People 
ex  rel.  General  Electric  Co.  v.  Barker,  91  Hun, 
590,  86  N.  Y.  Supp.  842. 

The  case  of  Oswego  Starch  Factory  v.  Dol- 
loway, 21  N.  Y.  440,  was  critically  examined 
and  explained  by  Finch,  J.,  In  the  opinion  of 
the  court  in  People  ex  rel.  Union  Trust  Co.  v. 
Coleman,  126  N.  Y.  433,  12  L.  R.  A.  762,  27 
N.  E.  818.  and,  although  he  carefully  limited  It 
and  expressed  his  disagreement  with  the  reason- 
ing of  Denlo.  J.,  he  was  at  pains  to  pronoiince 
the  decision  itself  "entirely  correct  and  sound." 

Even  In  New  York,  however,  a  corporation 
whose  certificate  of  organization  has  stated  in 
due  form  the  name  and  location  of  Its  principal 
ouiie  and  place  for  transacting  Its  financial  con- 
cerns and  carrying  on  Its  operations,  In  one 
county,  may,  nevertheless,  under  some  circum- 
stances, be  subjected  to  taxation  upon  Its  per- 
sonal estate  In  another  and  different  county; 
as  where,  after  being  assessed  In  the  latter 
county,  where  It  does  In  fact  transact  business, 
Its  officers  appear  before  the  tax  commissioners 
and  apply  ffiT  a  reduction,  filing  a  sworn 
statement  that  the  corporate  place  of  busi- 
ness   and     place    of    conducting    the    corp<»- 
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question  was  considered  by  the  court.  In 
Cooley  on  Taxation,  after  demonstrating  the 
proposition  that  perfect  uniformity  and 
perfect  equality  in  taxation  are  unattain-, 
able,  it  is  said :  "But  when,  for  any  reason, 
it  becomes  discriminative  between  individ- 
uals of  the  class  taxed,  and  selects  some  for 
an  exceptional  burden,  the  tax  is.  deprived 
of  the  necessary  element  of  legal  equality, 
and  becomes  inadmissible.  It  is  immate- 
rial on  what  ground  the  selection  is  made, — 
whether  it  be  because  of  residence  in  a  par- 
ticular portion  of  the  taxing  district,  or  be- 
cause the  persons  selected  have  been  remis.s 
in  meeting  a  former  tax  for  the  same  pur- 
pose, .  .  .  for,  if  the  principle  of  se- 
lection be  once  admitted,  limits  cannot  be 
set  to  it,  and  it  may  be  made  use  of  for 


the  purposes  of  oppression,  or  even  of  pun- 
ishment." 1  Cooley,  Taxn.  3d  ed.  p.  260. 
In  the  note  to  this  text  is  the  following  quo- 
tation from  the  opinion  of  the  court  inA*- 
chison,  T.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co,  v.  Clark,  60  Kan. 
826,  47  L.  R.  A.  77,  58  Pac.  477 :  "Absolute 
equality  in  taxation  is,  of  course,  unattain- 
able; but  a  law  the  manifest  purpose  and 
legitimate  result  of  which  is  discrimination 
and  inequality  cannot  be  sustained."  In 
Standard  Life  d  Acei,  Ins.  Co.  v.  Board  of 
Assessors,  95  Mich.  466,  55  N.  W.  112,  thi» 
court  held  that  a  law  which  subjected  banka 
and  insurance  companies  to  a  higher  rate 
of  taxation  than  that  of  other  individuals 
and  corporations  was  unconstitutional.  In 
Pingree  v.  Auditor  Ceneral,  120  Mich.  95^ 
44  L.  R.  A.  679,  78  N.  W.  1025,  and  Detroit 


rate  financial  coDcerna  that  year  wag  in  their 
county,  and  by  means  thereof  securing  a  re- 
duction. Re  McLean.  138  N.  Y.  158,  20  L.  R. 
A.  389,  33  N.  E.  821. 

In  tbig  case  of  the  personal  tax  on  the 
Wyandance  Brick  &  Terra  Cotta  Company, 
which  had  filed  its  certificate  of  incorporation 
in  Suffolk  county,  and  designated  a  town  there- 
in as  the  place  where  its  operations  were  to  be 
carried  on,  the  New  York  court  of  appeals  sus- 
tained the  validity  of  a  personal  tax  assessed 
In  the  city  of  New  York,  but  in  doing  so 
neither  overruled  nor  criticized  the  earlier 
cases  holding  the  statement  In  the  certificate  of 
incorporation  conclusive  as  to  the  place  for  the 
taxation  of  personal  property.  The  court 
grounded  its  decision,  not  upon  the  proposition 
that  the  corporation  had  acquired  a  legal  resi- 
dence for  taxation  In  New  York  city, — It  deemed 
consideration  of  that  point  unnecessary, —  but 
upon  the  theory  that,  by  appearing  before  the 
assessors  and  applying  for  a  reduction  of  the 
tax,  filing  for  that  purpose  a  sworn  statement 
that  Its  principal  office  was  then  In  the  city  of 
New  York,  and  securing  favorable  action,  the 
corporation  had  waived  its  right  to  object  that 
its  residence  was  in  Suffolk  county,  and  the 
New  York  ofilclals  consequently  without  Juris- 
diction to  tax  it,  and  had  voluntarily  submitted 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  such  ofilclals.     Ibid. 

But  with  great  respect  to  the  learned  tribunal 
thus  deciding,  the  reasoning  leading  to  its  con- 
clusion is  quite  unconvincing.  The  difficulty  Is 
that  New  York  city  had  no  jurisdiction  to  tax 
the  corporation  at  all, — the  reduced  amount  no 
more  than  the  original  assessment.  The  lia- 
bility to  Suffolk  county  was  unaffected  by  the 
proceedings  in  New  York  city.  The  latter  mu- 
nicipnllty  yielded  nothing  by  lowering  a  tax 
It  had  no  power  to  impose  at  oil.  No  principle 
of  estoppel  can  possibly  come  Into  play.  It  was 
open  to  the  court  to  confess  error  In  Its  early 
decisions  and  overrule  them,  or  to  bold  that 
the  corporation  might  acquire  a  taxable  situs 
in  another  place  than  that  named  in  Its  cer- 
tificate of  Incorporation;  but  this  It  declined 
to  do.  The  position  of  the  Michigan  supremo 
court  upon  this  question  is  more  commendable 
and  lopiral. 

A  much  more  tenable  ground  was  taken  by 
the  Now  York  supreme  court  when  it  sustained 
a  personal  tax  laid  In  New  York  ojty  upon  the 
roupcr  Milling  Company,  a  domestic  corpora 
tlon  whose  certificate  of  organization  located 
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Its  principal  office  In  Tarry  town  In  the  ad- 
joining county  of  Westchester.  The  corporation 
was  assessed  In  New  York  city  a  tax  upon  Ita 
capital  stock,  and  apparently  was  established 
there.  It  made  Its  return  to  the  city  tax 
commissioners,  and  In  it  stated  upon  the  oath 
of  one  of  Its  executive  officers  that  Its  principal 
office  or  place  for  transacting  Its  financial  busi- 
ness was  in  the  city  of  New  York  at  a  named 
street  address.  And  when  afterwards  the  re- 
ceiver of  taxes  began  proceedings  to  enforce  col- 
lection of  the  tax  the  affidavit  in  resistance  was 
made  by  the  same  corporate  officer,  and  attested 
the  fact  that  the  certificate  of  incorporation 
located  the  principal  office  In  Tarry  town  and 
outside  the  jurisdiction  of  the  New  York  tax 
commissioners.  And  the  court  deemed  the  af- 
fidavit neutralized  by  the  prior  sworn  return, 
and  refused  to  credit  Its  statements.  McLean 
V.  Couper  Milling  Co.  38  N.  Y.  8.  B.  893,  14 
N.  Y.  Supp.  509. 

Although  a  New  York  corporation  has  des- 
ignated, as  required  by  law  in  its  certificate  of 
organization,  the  place  within  the  state  where 
Its  principal  office  is  to  be  and  its  operatlona 
are  to  be  carried  on,  still,  if  It  actually  remove» 
Its  office  to  another  state,  and  subsequently 
makes  no  sales,  manufactures  nothing,  occu- 
pies no  premises,  pays  no  rent,  employs  no 
workmen,  and  does  no  business,  In  the  home 
state.  It  will  no  longer  be  taxable  therein  under 
laws  taxing  corporate  franchises  according  to 
the  amount  of  capital  stock  employed  within 
the  state.  People  eat  rel.  Davis-Colby  Ore 
Roaster  Co.  v.  Campbell,  66  Hun,  148,  21  N. 
Y.  Supp.  7.  This  case  Is  only  an  apparent 
exception  to  the  New  York  rule  that  a  corpo- 
ration cannot,  without  legislative  permission, 
change  Its  domlcll.  The  tax  In  the  case  wa» 
laid  only  upon  corporations  which  employed  cap- 
ital and  did  business  In  the  state.  The  corpo- 
ration did  neither,  and  so  escaped  the  tax  In 
spite  of  having  Its  legal  domlcll  within  the  state. 

In  Michigan,  notwithstanding  the  decision 
In  Detroit  Transp.  Co.  v.  Board  of  Assessors. 
91  Mich.  382,  51  N.  W.  978, — that  naming  in 
the  articles  of  association  of  a  domestic  corpo- 
ration the  town,  city,  and  county  In  which  its 
general  office  for  business  is  located  does  not 
conclusively  fix  the  place  where  Its  principal 
office  in  the  state  Is  situated,  which  the  tax 
laws  make  the  residence  of  the  corporation  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation ;  but  that  the  actnal 
place  where  the  corporation  carries  on  the  basl- 
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Citizens'  Street  R,  Co,  v.  Detroit,  125  Mich., 
at  page  694,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  589,  85  N.  W. 
96,  80  N.  W.  809,  similar  decisions  were 
made.  It  follows  from  these  decisions  that, 
if  the  legislature  had  attempted  to  impose 
an  onerous  burden  of  taxation  upon  the 
property  of  corporations  engaged  in  mari- 
time commerce  and  navigation,  such  legis- 
lation would  be  void.  But  the  act  in  ques- 
tion, instead  of  imposing  an  onerous  burden 
upon  such  corporations,  confers  upon  them 
a  special  privilege. 

The  question  ,  arises — and  this  is  a  ques- 
tion not  argued  by  counsel,  but  which  must 
necessarily  be  determined  before  we  adjudge 
the  law  unconstitutional — whether  the  act 
can  be  sustained  as  a  partial  exemption 
from  taxation.     It  cannot  be  supposed  that 


the  legislature  enacted  this  law  upon  the 
ground  that  the  property  of  corporations  en- 
gaged in  maritime  commerce  and  navigation 
should  be  exempt.  So  far  as  that  property 
consists  of  vessels  engaged  in  commerce,  it 
in  no  respect  differs  from  vessels  belonging 
to  individuals  engaged  in  conmierce.  So  far 
as  it  consists  of  other  tangible  or  intangi- 
ble personal  property,  it  in  no  manner  dif- 
fers from  such  property  belonging  to  other 
individuals  and  corporations.  This  law 
cannot  be  sustained  as  a  law  partially  ex- 
empting property  from  taxation  unless  the 
legislature  has  power  to  single  out  individ- 
uals or  corporations  from  the  class  to  which 
they  belong,  and  capriciously  exempt  them 
from  taxation.  We  are  forced  to  say  that 
the  legislature  has  not  that  power.     In   1 


nes8  it  was  authorI:eed  to  transact,  and  not  the 
place  named  in  the  certificate,  is  decisive, — 
the  contents  of  the  certificate  do  influence 
the  determination  of  the  corporate  domicil  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation, — probably  suflJclently 
80  to  decide  a  doubtful  case. 

The  character  of  the  business  and  the  pur- 
poses of  a  corporation  are  important  elements 
in  determlnlnf?  its  situs  for  the  purpoHes  of 
taxation.  If  it  can,  and  actually  does.  In  sood 
faith  carry  on  a  considerable  part  of  its  busi- 
ness at  the  office  named  in  its  articles  of  incor- 
poration, it  will  be  taxed  there,  and  not  else- 
where, upon  Its  personal  property,  although 
it  may  have  other  ofllces  In  other  places.  De- 
troit V.  rx>throp  Estate  Co.  (Mich.)  99  N.  W. 
9,  11  Det.  L.  N.  6. 

For  a  corporation  to  earn  the  exemption 
given  by  the  laws  of  New  Jersey  to  its  domestic 
manufacturing:  corporations  that  carry  on  busi- 
ness In  the  state,  it  is  not  sufficient  for  it  to 
make  some  sales,  hold  business  mootings,  main- 
tain a  business  office,  buy  materials,  and  trans- 
port ;;ood8  in  that  state :  it  must  go  further 
and  not  stop  short  of  carrying  on  therein  its 
principal  business.  American  Glucose  Co.  v. 
State.  43  N.  J.  Kq.  280.  5  Atl.  80.'{ ;  Standard 
Underground  Cable  Co.  v.  Atty.  Gen.  40  N.  J. 
Eq.  270,  19  Am.  St.  Hep.  ?,<^A,  10  Atl.  733: 
State  V.  Under  Ground  (^able  Co.    (N.  J.  Eq.) 

18  Atl.  581. 

VI.  Legislative  power  to  fix  the  ftittm  of  proper- 
ty for  taxation. 

While  It  Is  true  that  in  general,  and  in  the 
absence  of  an  express  provision  of  law  to  the 
contrary,  personal  property  follows  and  has  Its 
hUus  for  the  purposes  of  taxation  at  Its  owner's 
domicil ;  and  that  the  power  of  a  state  to  tax 
is  limited  to  persons  and  proi)orty  within  its 
Jurisdiction, — nevertheless  personal  property 
may,  by  law,  be  severed  for  taxation  from  its 
owner,  and  lawfully  taxed  at  the  ploce  where 
it  Is  situated.    Tapi>an  v.  Merchants'  Nat.  Bank, 

19  Wall.  490,  22  L.  ed.  189. 

A  railroad  corporation  has  not  a  constitu- 
tional right  to  have  its  intangible  personal 
property  taxed  only  at  Its  place  of  domloll.  It 
Is  entirely  competent  for  the  legislature  to  fix 
its  situs  for  taxation  anywhere  along  the  line. 
Columbus  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Wright.  151  U.  S. 
470.  38  Jj.  ed.  238,  14  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  390. 

It  Is  within  the  legislative  power,  by  suitable 
enactment,  to  establish  a  situs  for  personal 
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property  elsewhere  than  at  the  place  where  It 
is  found,  and  this  fact  Interprets  several  de- 
cisions of  the  United  States  Supreme  Court. 
The  place  In  which  a  vessel  is  registered  Is,  by 
law,  its  home  port.  That  is  considered  Its 
situs.  Pullman's  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Twombly, 
29  Fed.  658. 

Personal  property  may  be  separated  from  the 
domicil  of  its  owner,  and  have  a  situs  elsewhere 
for  the  purposes  of  taxation.  Mobile  v.  Bald- 
win, 57  Ala.  61,  29  Am.  Rep.  712. 

Under  general  laws,  the  legislature  may  fix 
the  situs  for  taxation  of  personal  property,  tan- 
gible or  intangible,  provided  its  classification  is 
not  arbitrary.  Walton  County  v.  Morgan 
County^  120  Ga.  548,  48  S.  E.  243. 

Unless  restrained  by  some  constitutional  pro 
vision,  the  legislature  may  fix  the  situs  for 
taxation  of  all  personal  property  at  a  place  dif- 
ferent from  the  owner's  residence.  Morgan 
County  V.  Walton  County,  121  Ga.  659,  49 
S.  E.  776. 

It  Is  well  settled  that  It  Is  competent  for 
the  legislature  to  adopt  different  methods  for 
ascertaining  the  value  of  personal  property,  and 
to  fix  the  situs  of  such  property  for  taxation. 
Layman  v.  Iowa  Teleph.  Co.  123  Iowa,  591. 
99  N.  W.  203. 

The  legislature  has  unquestionable  authority 
to  fix  the  situs  of  property  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation.  Langdon-Creasey  Co.  v.  Owenton 
Common  School  District,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  823, 
70  S.  W.  3S1. 

The  personal  property  of  a  corporation  may 
be  taxed  where  it  is  located  if  the  legislature 
so  enacts,  although  such  may  not  be  the  domicil 
of  the  owner.  Blackstone  Mfg.  I'o.  v.  Black- 
stone.  13  Gray.  4.SS. 

It  Is  competent  for  the  legislature  to  treat 
railroad  rolling  stock  for  the  purposes  of  tax- 
ation as  real  estate,  and  to  make  it  taxable  as 
such.  Louisville  &  N.  A.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  25 
Ind.  177.  S7  Am.  Dec.  3r.8. 

That  the  situs  for  the  purposes  of  taxation 
of  personal  property  follows  the  domicil  of  its 
owner  is  a  convenient  legal  fiction,  but  not 
an  unbending  and  uncontrollable  principle  of 
law  which  the  legislature.  If  It  clionses,  cannot 
modify  or  change.  Columbtis  Southern  R.  Co. 
v.  Wriijht.  l.-il  V.  S.  470,  .38  L.  ed.  238.  14 
Sup.  Cf.  Tlpp.  390;  State  ex  rcl.  Knns.Ms  CItv. 
St.  .T.  &  C.  B.  R.  Co.  V.  Severance.  Tut  Mo.  378. 

The  provisions  of  the  general  tax  biw  of 
Georgia    (Acts   1900,    |   8,   p.   29)    In    requiring 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


442 


MiGHiOAir  Supreme  CSottbt. 


Jan., 


Cooley  on  Taxation,  3d  ed.  pp.  381,  382,  it 
is  stated:  "It  is  diflScxilt  to  conceive  of  a 
justifiable  exemption  law  which  should  se- 
lect single  individuals  or  corporations,  or 
single  articleb  of  property,  and,  taking  them 
out  of  the  class  to  which  they  belong,  make 
them  the  subject  of  capricious  legislative 
favor.  Such  favoritism  could  make  no  pre- 
tense to  Equality.  It  would  lack  the  sem- 
blance of  legitimate  tax  legislation."  See 
namiltori,  v.  Wilson,  61  Kan.  611,  48  L.  R. 
A.  238,  59  Pac.  1069;  Lexington  v.  McQuil- 
lan, 9  Dana,  613,  35  Am.  Dec.  159.  We  are 
bound,  therefore,  to  declare  that  the  consti- 
tutional provision  requiring  uniformity  of 
taxation  prevents  the  legislature  enacting 
a  law  which  it  must  be  presumed  was  in- 
tended to  and  does  tax  property  at  a  rate 


different  from  that  imposed  on  all  proix^rty 
of  precisely  the  same  class.  Tested  by  this 
principle,  the  law  (the  proviso)  under  con- 
sideration is  unconstitutional,  for,  as  we 
have  already  shown,  it  clearly  taxes  (and 
we  must  assume  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended that  it  should  tax)  the  property  of 
corporations  engaged  in  maritime  commerce 
and  navigation  at  a  rate  different  from  all 
other  property  of  the  same  class.  But  it 
is  said  that  this  result  is  brought  about  in 
an  unusual  manner,  viz.,  by  selecting  the 
situs  for  taxation.  And  it  is  earnestly  con- 
tended that  the  constitutional  requirement 
of  uniformity  does  not  affect  the  legisla- 
tive power  to  determine  that  situs.  If  this 
argument  is  sound,  it  leads  us  to  some  pe- 
culiar consequences.     In  the  case  before  ub 


manufacturing  corporations  whose  factory  prop- 
«rtie8  are  in  more  than  one  county  to  make 
their  returns  for  taxation  to  the  county  in 
which  is  the  greater  value  of  their  real  estate 
and  machinery,  make  final  and  conclusive  the 
determination  of  corporate  officers  as  to  which 
county  the  tax  return  should  be  made  in, 
and  render  void  the  asttessment  and  levy  of 
taxes  in  the  other  county  or  counties  contain- 
ing part  of  the  manufacturing  plant.  Penick 
V.  High  Shoals  Mfg.  Co.  116  Ga.  819,  43  S.  E. 
254. 

This  statute  is  no  longer  in  force.  An  act 
of  1902  required  the  return  to  be  made  to  the 
county  containing  the  main  building  of  the  cor- 
poration, and  provided,  in  case  of  a  dispute 
as  to  the  fact,  for  a  bill  in.  the  nature  of  an 
interpleader  to  which  the  corporation  and  the 
counties  were  parties.  Walton  County  v.  Mor- 
gan County,  120  Ga.  548,  48  S.  B.  243. 

The  legislature  may,  if  It  so  chooses,  by 
statute  make  a  foreign  a  domestic  corporation 
also,  and  give  to  its  stock  and  property  a  legal 
situs  for  all  purposes  within  the  state.  Young 
v.  South  Tredegar  Iron  Co.  85  Tenn.  189,  2 
S.  W.  202. 

While  it  is  true  that  personal  property  hav- 
ing a  situs  within  a  state,  if  the  legislature  so 
provides,  may  be  taxed  in  that  state,  and  that 
the  same  rule  applies  between  different  counties 
in  the  same  state,  yet  it  is  always  a  question  of 
legislative  provision  and  intent,  and.  unless 
some  statute  so  provides,  personal  property  is 
not  taxable  save  at  its  owner's  domlcil.  Com. 
V.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1120. 
77  S.  W.  186. 

VII.  Personal  properly  phiffticnUff  pre^irnt  in  the 
taxing  jurisdiction. 

A  state  has  undoubted  power  to  tax  private 
property  having  an  octual  situs  within  its 
territorial  limits,  and  may  require  the  person 
having  pos«?ession  of  It  to  pay  the  taxes  laid 
upon  it.  Cnrstairs  v.  Cochran,  193  U.  S.  10, 
4S   L.   ed.  500,   24   Sup.   Ct.  Rep.  318. 

The  general  rule  is  that  tangible  personal 
property  Is  taxable  by  the  state  in  which  It  Is. 
no  mntter  where  may  be  the  domicil  of  the  own- 
er. Old  Dominion  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Virginia,  108 
IT.  S.  200.  40  L.  ed.  1059.  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  6S0. 

In  the  eye  of  the  law  personal  property  for 
most  pnrno<*rs  has  no  locality.  Mohilla  sequun- 
fur  personam:  immnhilia  aitum.  Mohilia  non 
hnhent  aequelam.  In  a  qualified  sense  it  ac- 
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companies  the  owner  wherever  he  goes,  and  he 
may  deal  with  it  and  dispose  of  it  according  to 
the  law  of  his  domicil.  But  this  doctrine  is 
not  allowed  to  stand  in  the  way  of  the  taxing 
power  in  the  locality  where  the  property  has 
its  actual  situs  and  the  requisite  legislative 
Jurisdiction  exists.  Such  property  is  undoubted- 
ly liable  to  taxation  as  if  the  proprietor  were 
a  resident  of  the  same  locality.  St.  Louis  t. 
Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  11  Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  192. 

The  situs  of  a  railroad  corporation,  and,  upon 
general  principles,  the  situs  of  all  its  personal 
property,  is  in  the  state  which  gave  it  life: 
but  for  the  purposes  of  taxation  that  situs  may 
be  fixed  in  whatever  locality  the  property  may 
be  brought  and  used  by  its  owner  by  the  law  of 
the  place  where  it  is  found.  Marye  v.  Balti- 
more &  O.  R.  Co.  127  U.  8.  117,  82  L.  ed.  94. 
8  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  1037. 

Personal  property  may  be  separated  from  its 
owner,  and  he  may  be  taxed  on  its  account  at 
the  place  where  it  is  located,  although  that  la 
not  the  owner's  domicil,  and  even  if  he  la 
neither  a  citizen  nor  a  resident  of  the  state 
which  imposes  the  tax.  Pullman's  Palace  Car 
Co.  V.  Pennsylvania,  141  U.  S.  18,  35  L.  ed. 
013,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  595,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
876. 

Tangible  movable  property,  when  made  tax- 
able by  statute,  may  be  assessed  and  taxed 
where  It  is  permanently  situated,  without  regard 
to  its  owner's  domicil.  Liverpool  &  L-  A  G. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Board  of  Assessors,  44  La.  Ann. 
700.  16  L.  R.  A.  56,  11  So.  01. 

The  general  rule  that  the  domicil  of  the 
owner  is  the  place  of  taxation  of  his  personnl 
property  is  in  most  states  departed  from 
as  to  chattels  having. a  permanent  situs  else 
where.  These  are  taxable  where  found.  Ilerron 
V.  Keeran,  .'9  Ind.  472,  26  Am.  Rep.  87. 

For  many  purposes  the  situs  of  personal  prop- 
erty is  the  domicil  of  the  owner,  but  for  the 
purposes  of  taxation  tancrlble  property  has  n 
situs  wherever  it  is  found.  Pullman*8  Palace 
Cor  Co.  V.  Twombly,  29  Fed.  658. 

Thus,  railroad  rolling  stock  continuously  used 
in  a  state  acquires  a  situs  there  for  the  purposes 
of  taxation,  and  may,  at  the  option  of  such 
state,  be  subjected  to  an  equal  property  tax. 
[bid. 

For  many  purposes  tangible  personal  prop- 
erty is  deemed  to  have  no  situs  apart  from  its 
owner;  but  this  fiction  Is  always  made  to  yield 
where  the  purposes  of  Justice  require  that  the 
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it  permits  a  particular  class  of  corporations 
to  have  their  property  assessed  for  taxation 
at  that  place  in  the  state  where  taxation  is 
lowest.  If  relators'  argument  is  sound,  it 
would  be  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
declare  that  such  property  should  be  taxed 
at  that  municipality  in  the  state  whose 
rate  of  taxation  was  highest.  If  such  a  law 
were  passed,  would  it  not  be  clear  that  re- 
lators could  successfully  maintain  that  their 
property  was  taxed  at  a  rate  higher  than 
that  imposed  on  other  property  of  the 
same  class?  In  support  of  their  argiunent 
that  the  requirement  for  uniformity  does 
not  affect  the  power  of  the  legislature  to 
determine  the  situs  for  taxation,  relators 
cite  State,  Vanatta,  Prosecutor,  v.  Runyon, 
41  N.  J.  L.  98;  Crawford  v.  Linn  County,  11 


Or.  482,  5  Pac.  738;  Winston  v.  Salem,  131 
N.  C.  404,  42  S.  E.  889.  What  is  decided 
in  State,  Vanatta,  Prosecutor,  v.  Runyon,  41 
N.  J.  L.  98,  is  sufficiently  shown  by  the 
following  quotation  from  that  opinion: 
"The  framers  of  the  constitutional  amend- 
ments did  not  aim  at  the  impossible.  Tlicy 
contented  themselves  with  the  accomplish- 
ment of  so  much  of  good  as  was  attainable 
under  the  single  requirement  that  'property 
shall  be  assessed  for  taxes  under  general 
laws,  and  by  uniform  rules,  according  to 
its  true  value.'  In  other  respects  the  leg- 
islative power  over  taxation  was  left  unim- 
paired. If  property  be  such  in  its  nature 
as,  upon  ordinary  principles  of  taxation,  to 
be  capable  of  having  a  twofold  situs  for 
taxation,  the  legislature  may  select  either 


actual  status  of  the  movable  be  regarded,  as 
where  dominion  is  asserted  by  the  government 
of  the  place  of  actual  situation  of  such  prop^ 
erty.  Yost  v.  Lake  Erie  Transp.  Co.  50  C.  C. 
A.  511.  112  Fed.  746. 

The  power  and  right  of  a  state  to  tax  prop- 
erty of  nonresidents,  whether  natural  or  arti- 
ficial persons,  having  its  situs  within  the  state 
for  the  business,  convenience,  or  pleasure  of  Its 
owners  or  others,  is  too  well  settled  to  be  seri- 
ously questioned.  It  rests  upon  the  just  ground 
that  property  having  the  protection,  advantage, 
and  benefit  of  the  laws  of  a  state  ought  to 
contribute  its  fair  share  to  the  support  of  the 
government.  Bain  v.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co. 
105  N.  C.  363.  8  L.  R.  A.  299,  3  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  149,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  912,  11  S.  E.  311. 

The  technical  principle  that  the  situs  of 
peraonal  property  for  the  purposes  of  taxation 
is  at  the  domicil  of  the  owner  is  the  rule  as 
to  Intangible  property,  such  as  bonds,  mort- 
gages, and  other  evidences  of  debt ;  but  the 
better  opinion  seems  to  be  that,  in  respect  of 
visible,  tangible  personal  property,  permanently 
located  in  another  jurisdiction,  this  principle 
does  not  hold,  because  such  property,  goods, 
chattels,  horses,  cattle,  and  other  movables  are 
taxable  where  kept,  irrespective  of  the  owner's 
residence,  for  legal  protection  and  liability  to 
taxation  are  reciprocal.  But  If  such  property 
be  kept  In  motion,  so  that  it  is  impracticable 
to  tax  It  anywhere  except  at  the  owner's  dom- 
fcll.  It  will  have  situs  for  tnxntlon  at  that  place. 
Com.  V.  American  Dredging  Co.  122  Pa.  386,  1 
L.  a.  A.  237.  2  TTitpiM,  Com.  Rep.  221,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  116.  15  Atl.  443. 

The  ancient  rule  indicated  by  the  maxim, 
Jlohilia  seguuntur  pciftomitn,  that  personal 
property  Is  to  be  regarded  as  subject  to  the 
lex  domicilii,  has  never  been  of  universal  ap- 
plication In  this  country.  The  origin  of  that 
doctrine  dates  from  an  ancient  time  when  jew- 
els and  gold  principally  constituted  the  mov- 
able property,  and  that  could  be  taken  by  the 
owner  from  one  place  to  another :  but  such  has 
not  been  the  case  in  recent  times,  since  In  the 
continued  progress  of  the  world  the  accu- 
malated  wealth  consists  In  large  proportions  of 
personal  property.  Including,  not  only  jewels 
and  gold,  but  also  a  great  variety  of  other  per- 
fk)nal  property,  much  of  which  Is  Intangible, 
and  none  of  which  Is  Immediately  connected 
with  the  person  of  the  owner,  yet  over  all  of 
which  It  Is  Incumbent  upon  government  to  ex- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


tend  its  protection.  The  constantly  Increasing 
variety  of  such  property,  perceptible  and  Imper- 
ceptible, tangible  and  IntanglbJe.  has  caused  the 
ancient  rule  expressed  in  the  maxim  to  yield 
more  and  more  to  the  lest  situs,  and,  while  It  is 
true  that  for  many  purposes  personal  property 
Is  subject  to  the  law  of  the  place  of  the  owner's 
domicil,  still  the  law  is  well  settled  that,  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation,  such  property  has  its 
actual  situs  where  It  has  been  brought  and  used 
by  Its  owner,  and  Is  subject  to  the  law  of  that 
place.  Such  property  may  be  separated  from 
Its  owner,  and  he  may  be  taxed  because  of  It 
at  the  place  where  It  Is  found,  although  that 
Is  not  the  place  of  his  domicil.  Union  Refrig- 
erator Transit  Co.  v.  Lynch.  18  Utah.  378,  48 
L.  R.  A.  790,  55  Pac.  639. 

VIII.  Tangible  property  outside  the  state. 

As  to  intangible  personal  property  It  Is 
doubtless  the  rule  that  the  maxim.  Mobilia 
personam  sequuniur,  applies  whenever  the  tax- 
ing power  has  dominion  over  the  person  of  the 
owner. 

The  state.  In  taxing  one  of  Its  own  corpo- 
rations upon  Its  capital  stock  as  representing 
all  Its  property  and  assets  Including  Its  fran- 
chises, Is  entitled  to  Include  purchase-money 
mortgages  upon  land  without  the  state,  which 
the  company  has  conveyed,  since  such  mort- 
gages have  their  situs  for  taxation  at  the 
domicil  of  the  corporation.  Com.  v.  Penn.syl- 
vanla  Coal  Co.  197  Pa.  551.  47  Atl.  740.^ 

It  was  an  open  question  In  the  United  States 
Supreme  Court,  at  least  as  late  as  1871.  wheth- 
er the  tangible  personal  property  of  a  domestic 
corporation,  when  actually  and  permanently 
located  In  another  state,  was  taxable  to  It  at 
home.  Whether  the  personal  property  of  a  resi- 
dent of  one  state  .situate  In  another,  said  that 
tribunal  at  that  time,  can  be  taxed  in  the 
former.  Is  a  question  which.  In  this  case,  we 
are  not  called  upon  to  decide.  St.  Ix>uls  v. 
Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  11  Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  102. 

.\nd  In  Walton  County  v.  Morgan  County. 
120  6a.  548,  48  S.  E.  243.  Lamar,  J.,  as  recent- 
ly as  last  year  (1004)  declared  that,  "while 
the  situs  of  choses  In  action  for  taxation  has 
been  several  times  considered,  no  case  Involv- 
ing the  situs  of  tangible  personal  property  has 
ever  been  before  this  court." 

The  right  of  a  state  to  tax  Its  own  citizens 
and  domestic  corporations  on  account  of  their 


Digitized  by 


Google 


444 


Michigan   Sipreme  Court. 


Jas.^ 


as  the  place  where  the  tax  shall  be  laid." 
Conclusive  proof  is  furnished  that  the  court 
did  not  intend  by  this  statement  to  assert 
the  proposition  contended  for  by  relators 
by  other  language  in  the  opinion,  which  I 
quote:  ''The  object  of  this  constitutional 
provision  was  the  equalization  of  taxation 
in  its  relation  to  the  several  parts  of  the 
state,  and  the  prevention  of  unjust  discrim- 
inations in  the  apportionment  of  the  public 
burdens  among  its  citizens  liable  to  taxa- 
tion." In  Crawford  v.  Linn  County ,  11  Or. 
482,  5  Pac.  738,  it  was  held  that  the  con- 
stitutional provision  requiring  uniformity 
was  not  violated  by  a  law  which  taxed 
mortgages  covering  land  in  two  or  more 
counties  at  the  place  where  the  mortgngee 
resides,   and  which   taxed   other  mortgages 


where  the  mortgaged  land  was  situated. 
This  decision  proceeded  upon  the  ground 
that  the  court  could  not  say  that  this  de- 
termination of  situs  was  favorable  or  bur- 
densome to  either  of  these  two  classes  of 
mortgagees.  And  it  was  said:  "If  the 
court  could  know  judicially  that  the  one  or 
the  other  were  hurt,  it  would  be  sufficient." 
It  is  true  that  it  is  said  in  this  opinion  :**A 
limitation  on  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to  fix  rates  of  assessment  and  taxation  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  power  of  the  Ic'ijis- 
lature  to  fix  the  situs  of  personal  property 
for  purposes  of  taxation."  If  by  this  the 
court  intended  to  assert  the  pr  )position  con- 
tended for  by  relators,  it  has  no  more  than 
stated  a  dictum.  In  Wiuston  v.  Snlem,  131 
N.  C.  404,  42  S.  E.  889,  it  was  decided  that 


tangible  personal  property  situated  abroad  has 
in  the  past  often  been  asserted.  If  such  prop- 
.  erty  is  not  actually  subjected  to  taxation 
in  aitu,  its  owner  may  be  taxed  on  Its  account 
at  his  home. 

Inasmuch  as  it  is  a  settled  rule,  whether  re- 
garded us  one  of  necessity  or  convenience,  that 
property  must  be  taxed  somewhere,  coal  mined 
by  a  domestic  corporation  in  Its  own  state  is 
taxable  therein,  although  It  has  been  trans- 
ported to  places  In  other  states  where  It  is 
held  for  sale, — at  least  this  is  so  when  there 
is  no  proof  of  its  taxation  at  the  places  where 
it  is  actually  resting.  Com.  v.  Pennsylvania 
Coal  Co.  3  Dauphin  Co.  Rep.  142. 

The  situs  of  tangible  personal  property  for 
taxing  purposes  Is  at  the  domlcll  of  the  owner 
If  temporarily,  and  not  permanently,  located, 
and  not  taxed  locally  where  It  is  found.  Com. 
v.  American  Dredging  Co.  122  Pa.  386,  1  L. 
R.  A.  237,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  221.  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  110.  15  All.  443. 

The  rnxing  at  the  owners*  domictls  of  ships 
and  vessels  which,  because  of  their  employment 
in  trade  and  commerce,  acquire  no  situs  in 
foreign  ports,  as  hereafter  noted,  afford  ex- 
amples of  the  exercise  of  power  to  tax  absent 
property  because  of  jurisdiction  to  tax  those 
to  whom  It  belongs. 

But  If  tangible  personal  property  not  only 
be  absent  from  Its  owner's  domicll  In  another 
state,  but  actually  subjected  there  to  lawful 
taxation,  then  the  modern  view  is,  the  owner 
is  not  to  be  taxed  for  It  at  his  home. 

This  Is  the  necessary  corollary  to  the  as- 
serted right  to  tax  tangible  prop^M-tj^  where  it 
Is  located  regardless  of  the  owner's  domlcll. 

Taxine  the  tanclblo  nr>nprt-'  o<"  -^  h-^-o-*'^ 
corporation  after  it  baa  lost  its  situs  Id  the 
state  by  lielng  shipped  away  ucvor  to  return,  al 
though  In  the  guise  of  a  tax  upon  the  capital 
stock  of  the  corporation.  Is  depriving  such 
corporation  of  its  property  without  due  process 
of  law.  In  contravention  of  the  14th  Amend- 
ment to  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 
Delaware.  L.  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  198 
V.  S.  341,  49  L.  ed.  1077,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  6G9. 

When  a  tax  Is  laid  upon  the  capital  stock 
of  a  domestic  corporation  as  a  property  tax 
upon  the  aggregate  of  all  Its  property  and  as- 
aets,  tangible  and  intangible,  and  a  part  of 
that  property  consists  of  coal  which  the  corpo- 
ration owns,  has  shipped  to  market  in  another 
state,  where  it  rests  awaiting  sale,  and  is  act- 
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ually  taxed  at  its  resting  place,  the  refusal  to 
deduct  the  value  of  such  coal  from  the  aggre 
gate  capital  stock  when  assessing  such  tax  Id 
the  home  state  is  taxing  property  beyond  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  state,  and  amounts  to  de- 
priving the  corporation  of  Its  property  without 
due  process  of  law  In  violation  of  Its  rights 
under  the  Federal  Constitution.    Ibid. 

As  a  state  oannot  tax  tangible  property 
permanently  outside  Its  boundaries,  even  though 
it  belongs  to  a  domestic  corporation,  so  it 
cannot  attain  the  same  end  by  taxing  the  en 
hanced  value  of  the  capital  stock  of  such  cor- 
poration which  is  beyond  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  state.    IhUl. 

The  tangible  personal  property  of  a  New 
York  corporation  which  is  actually  permanently 
located  and  taxed  in  another  state  Is  not 
subject  to  taxation  at  the  domlcll  of  the  com 
pany.  People  ct  ret.  Orlnoka  Mills  v.  Barker. 
84  App.  Div.  469,  83  N.  Y.  Supp.  33 ;  Hatch  and 
Patterson.  JJ.,  dissenting. 

The  majority  of  the  court  relied  upon  and 
followed  as  controlling,  the  early  decision  in 
People  c«  rel.  Hoyt  v.  Tax  &  A.  (Tomrs.  23 
N.  Y.  224.  decided  when  the  tax  law  (1  Rev. 
Stat.  387.  I  1)  read,  "All  lands  and  personal 
estate  within  this  state,  whether  owned  by 
Individuals  or  by  corporations,  shall  be  liable  to 
taxation,"  although  the  present  tax  law  (LawK 
1800.  chap.  OOH,  X  3)  now  reads,  "All  personal 
property  situated  or  owned  within  this  state  is 
taxable,"  and  provides  (|  11)  for  the  assess- 
ment of  all  the  personal  estate  of  ^very  In- 
corporated company  In  the  tax  district  where 
Its  principal  office  or  place  for  transacting  its 
financial  concerns  is  situated.  The  majority 
thought  It  difficult  to  see  the  object  of  adding 
the  words  **or  owned"  in  reference  to  the  prop- 
erty sub.1ect  to  taxation,  and  deemed  It  prob- 
ably applicable  to  Intangible  property,  such 
as  credits  that  have  no  actual  situs.  A  chat- 
tel with  a  defined  situs  actually  located  fn  a 
forolim  state  is  not  "owned"  In  New  York. 
It  Is  taxable  where  it  Is  located.  The  Intent 
which  controlled  In  the  Hoyt  Case  Is  not 
lefs  obvious  In  the  latter  statute,  and  personal 
property  that  has  an  actual  situs  In  another 
state,  and  Is  there  subject  to  taxation,  is  not 
taxable  in  New  York  notwithstanding  Its  owner 
actually  resides  there.  The  dissenting  Judces, 
starting  with  the  assumption  that  the  legisla- 
ture has  power  to  tax  personal  property  owned 
by   one  of  Its  citizens  and   residents  and  act- 
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a  law  which  made  personal  property  gener- 
ally taxable  at  ou«*s  place  of  residence  and 
the  personal  property  of  partnerships  and 
corporations  taxable  at  their  places  of  busi- 
ness WHS  constitutional.  It  may  be  said  in 
I  (lis  ca^o.  AS  was  said  in  the  case  of  Craw- 
ford V.  Linn  County,  that  the  court  could 
not  judicially  know  that  this  method  of 
taxation  discriminated  in  favor  of  or  against 
<?ither  of  tliesc^  cliissos  of  taxpayers.  In 
saying  in  its  opinion  that  the  constitutional 
provision  requiring  uniformity  left  the  leg- 
islature "free,  as  always  heretofore,  to  pre- 
scribe regulations  as  to  the  situs  of  personal 
property,"  the  court  went  far  beyond  the  re- 
quirements of  the  c;ise,  and,  like  the  Oregon 
case,  has  merely  stated  a  dictum. 

We  are  bound  to  say  from  this  examina- 


tion of  authorities  that  there  is  nothing  but 
dicta  to  sustain  relators'  contention.  Wc 
are  therefore  free  to  determine  on  principle 
whether  the  constitutional  requirement  of 
uniformity  affects  the  legislative  authority 
to  determine  the  situs  for  the  taxation  of 
personal  property.  This  is  not  a  diflBcult 
inquiry,  especially  if  the  proposition  be 
stated  in  different,  but  in  equivalent,  lan- 
guage, viz.,  Can  the  legislature,  in  deter- 
mining the  situs  for  the  taxation  of  personal 
property,  disregard  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision requiring  uniformity?  The  legisla- 
ture derives  its  authority  to  determine  the 
situs  for  the  taxation  of  personal  proper- 
ty,— and  it  certainly  has  that  authority 
(see  Detroit  v.  Board  of  Assessors  [Detroit 
V.  Rentz]  91  Mich.  78,  16  L.  R.  A.  69,  51  N. 


ually  having  situs  outside  of  the  state,  because 
i)er80Dal  property  follows  the  owner's  domlcil, 
held  that  the  change  of  veribiage  meant  a 
•change  of  oiennlng,  and  was  intended  to  change 
the  rule  established  by  the  Hoyt  declRio"ta. 

At  thf-  time  of  writing,  this  case  has  not  been 
reported  as  having  been  decided  by  the  court 
of  appeals  if  It  was  taken  there  for  review. 

In  the  early  case  of  People  ew  rel.  Hovt  v.  Tax 
A  A.  Comrs.  23  N.  T.  224,  It  was  held\hat  the 
statute  of  New  York  (1  Rev.  Stat.  387,  S  D 
mukfng  all  lands  and  all  personal  ostatc  within 
the  state,  whether  owned  by  individuals  or  by 
corporations,  liable  to  taxation  subject  to  speci- 
fied exemptions,  did  not  authorize  the  assess- 
ment and  taxation  of  either  personal  or  real 
property  actually  located  and  taxed  outside  of 
the  state  belonging  to  one  of  its  resident  citi- 
zens. This  holding  was  supported  as  follows : 
We  have  a  system,  apparently  symmetrical  and 
complete,  said  the  court,  according  to  which  all 
personal  estate  having  an  actual  situs  in  this 
state  is  brought  within  the  sphere  of  taxation 
without  regard  to  the  domlcil  of  the  owner, 
with  only  special  excoptlons  dictated  by  policy 
and  Justice.  And  if  this  be  the  rule  of  tax- 
ation where  the  situs  of  the  thing  to  be  taxed 
and  the  domlcil  of  the  owner  are  different,  it 
is  comedcd  that  the  opposite  rule  cannot  and 
4oes  not  prevail.  Proceeding  on  this  rule, 
lioulslana  and  New  .Tersey  very  Justly  imposed 
a  share  of  their  public  burdens  on  the  property 
of  the  relator  situated  In  those  states.  The 
state  of  New  York  will  do  the  same  thing  In 
respect  of  citizens  of  those  states  having  prop- 
erty here,  but  It  is  not  so  unjust  to  its  own 
citizens  as  to  load  them  with  double  burdens 
by  proceeding  also  upon  the  opposite  principle. 

This  case  Is  said  to  have  been  uniformly  fol- 
lowed in  that  state.  People  e»  rel.  Orlnokn 
Mills  V.  Barker,  84  App.  Div.  469,  83  N.  Y. 
Supp.  33. 

The  doctrine  of  the  cases  of  Delaware,  L.  & 
W.  R.  Co.  V.  Pennsylvania.  108  U.  S.  .'{41,  40 
L.  ed.  1077.  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  6G9,  and  People 
ex  rel.  Hoyt  v.  Tax  ft  A.  Comrs.  23  N.  Y.  224, 
i>q«  i"««t  been  reaffirmed,  and  these  cases  fol'owetl. 
In  Union  Refrigerator  Transit  Co.  v.  Kentucky, 
199  U.  S.  194,  50  L.  ed,—  26  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  36. 
IX.  Particular  classes  of  property. 
a.  Railroad  rolling  stock. 

For  taxing  purposes,   railroad   rolling  stock 
is   personal   property,  and  taxable  only  at  the 
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head  office  of  the  company  when  there  is  no 
statute  fixing  its  situs  elsewhere.  Sangamon 
&  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Morgan  County,  14  111.  163,  56 
Am.  Dec.  497. 

Tlie  rolling  stock  of  a  domestic  railroad  cor- 
poration, no  statute  prescribing  otherwise,  has 
its  situs  for  taxation  at  the  home  office  of  the 
company.  Appeal  Tax  Court  v.  Northern  C.  R. 
Co.  50  Aid.  417. 

The  rolling  stock  of  a  domestic  railroad  cor- 
poration whose  line  Is  wholly  within  the  state, 
whether  considered  to  be  personal  property  or 
movable  fixtures  partaking  of  the  nature  of  real 
estate,  Is  properly  assessed  for  taxation  at  the 
principal  office  of  the  company,  when  the  legis- 
lature has  failed  to  prescribe  some  positive  rule 
of  distribution  and  apportionment.  Appeal  Tax 
Court  V.  Western  Maryland  R.  Co.  50  Md.  274. 

When  the  workshops  and  storage  depots  of  a 
consolidated  railroad  corporation  are  without 
one  of  the  states  which  its  rolling  stock  regu- 
larly enters  and  leaves  in  the  operation  of  Its 
road,  and  the  statutes  of  that  state  subject  to 
taxation  only  property  permanently  located  at 
the  places  where  taxes  are  Imposed,  and  there 
Is  no  law  for  the  apportionment  and  distri- 
bution for  the  purposes  of  taxation  of  railroad 
rolling  stock,  no  valid  tax  can  be  laid  thereon 
In  such  state,  because  Its  situs  Is  at  the  head 
office  of  the  corporation.  Philadelphia,  W.  A 
B.  R.  Co.  V.  Appeal  Tax  Court,  50  Md.  397. 

By  the  terms  of  the  Maryland  assessment 
act  of  1876,  railroad  rolling  stock  is  assessable 
for  tuxes  only  at  the  home  office  or  principal 
place  of  business  of  the  corporation  which  owns 
It,  whether  that  be  a  domestic  or  a  foreign  one, 
and  Irrespective  of  the  consideration  whether, 
independent  of  such  statute,  railroad  rolling 
stock  is  real  or  personal  property.  Appeal 
Tax  Court  v.  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  50  Md.  452. 

The  rolling  stock  of  a  railroad  company,  al- 
though continuously  emploj-ed  by  it  In  operating 
leased  lines  in  a  state  other  than  that  which 
created  it,  is  not  taxable  In  the  state  where  It 
Is  used,  in  the  absence  of  any  statute  thereof 
fixing  the  situs  of  personal  property  for  taxation 
elsewhere  than  at  its  owner's  domlcil,  for  such 
rolling  stock  has  its  situs  at  the  principal  of- 
fice In  the  home  state  of  the  corporation  to 
which  It  belonirs.  Baltimore  &  O.  R.  Oo.  T. 
Allen,  22  Fed.  376. 

The  rolling  stock,  tools,  etc.,  of  a  street  rail- 
road are  no  part  of  the  track,  but  are  personal 
property  to  be  assessed  for  taxation  at  the  place 
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W.  787), — ^not  from  any  express  constitu- 
tional grant,  but  from  the  grant  of  general 
authority  to  legislate.  The  provision  re- 
quiring uniformity  of  taxation  is  a  consti- 
tutional limitation  on  that  authority.  To 
contend  that  in  determining  such  situs  the 
legislature  may  ignore  the  constitutional  re- 
quirement of  uniformity  is  to  contend  that 
in  exercising  its  general  authority  the  leg- 
islature may  ignore  the  constitutional  lim- 
itation on  that  authority.  This  argument 
nullifies  all  constitutional  limitations  on 
legislative  authority,  and  is  therefore  un- 
sound. We  are  therefore  forced  to  conclude 
that  the  legislature,  in  determining  the 
situs  for  the  taxation  of  personal  property, 
must  regard  the  constitutional  requirement 
of  uniformity,  and  the  disregard  of  that  re- 


quirement makes  the  law  under  considera- 
tion unconstitutional  and  void.  We  do  not, 
by  our  decision,  negative  relators'  claim 
that  it  is  unjust  that  their  property  (which, 
like  much  other  property  similarly  located, 
receives  no  benefit  from  the  expenditures  of 
municipal  tax  in  Detroit)  should  contribute 
toward  their  payment.  Neither  do  we  de- 
clare that  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  enact  a  law  which  will  remedy 
this  injustice.  What  we  do  say  is  that 
any  such  law — ^unlike  that  before  us — must 
regard  the  constitutional  requirement  of 
uniformity. 

It  follows  that  the  lower  court  was  right 
in  refusing  a  mandamus,  and  their  decision 
is  affirmed,  with  costs. 


where  the  company's  prioclpal  office  is  located. 
Detroit  v.  Wayne  Circuit  Judge,  127  Mich. 
©04,  86  N.  W.  1032. 

While  railroad  movable  property  has  its  situs 
for  taxation  In  general  at  the  principal  office 
of  its  owner,  yet  it  is  competent  for  the  legis- 
lature to  change  this,  and  to  provide  for  the 
appraisement  and  assessment  of  all  railroad 
property  by  a  state  commission,  and  for  the  ap- 
portionment of  the  taxable  value  thereof 
among  the  localities  through  which  the  line 
runs,  according  to  the  mileage  in  each.  Rich- 
mond &  D.  R.  Co.  V.  Alamance,  84  N.  C.  504. 

It  la  perfectly  competent  for  the  legislature 
to  say  that  the  rolling  stock  and  machinery  of 
a  railroad  corporation,  which  Is  constantly  pass- 
ing between  the  termini,  shall  become  part  of 
the  road  for  taxable  purposes,  and  be  equally 
distributed  along  the  line  to  the  counties,  cities, 
and  towns  according  to  the  length  of  the  road 
in  the  respective  localities.  State  ear  reU  Kansas 
City,  St.  J.  ft  C.  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Severance,  55 
Mo.  378. 

Notwithstanding  a  constitutional  provision 
(hat  the  personal  property  of  residents  of  the 
state  shall  be  subject  to  taxation  in  the  counties 
and  cities  where  they  reside  for  the  greater 
part  of  the  fiscal  tax  year,  and  not  elsewhere, 
except  goods  and  chattels  permanently  located 
tn  other  places,  the  legislature  may  malce  tax- 
able the  tolling  stocic  of  domestic  rai'road  cor- 
porations elsewhere  than  at  the  home  or  princi- 
pal office  of  the  railroad  company,  for  the  con- 
stitutional provision  refers  only  to  natural  per- 
sons having  power  to  change  their  residences 
at  will,  which  corporations  cannot  do.  Balti- 
more, C.  &  A.  R.  Co.  V.  Wicomico  County,  93 
Md.  113,  48  Atl.  853. 

The  legislation  upon  the  subject  of  taxing 
railroad  rolling  stocic  in  the  state  of  Illinois 
has  made  such  property  an  exception  to  the 
general  rule  that  personal  property  is  taxable 
only  at  the  place  where  its  owner  resides,  and 
has  required  taxes  upon  it  to  be  paid  pro 
rata  in  the  several  counties,  towns,  and  cities 
through  which  the  road  may  run.  Kennedy  v. 
St.  Tx>uis,  V.  ft  T.  H.  R.  Co.  62  111.  395. 

The  difficulty  of  assessing  railroad  property 
In  separate  parcels  located  In  distinct  cities  and 
townships  Is  almost  insuperable.  A  railroad 
rannot  be  regarded  as  mere  land,  like  farms  or 
building  lots;  its  value  depends  upon  the  whole 
Mne  as  a  unit  used  as  a  thoroughfare  and 
means  of  transportation.  A  separate  mile  oi 
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two  of  ite  length  is  almost  valueless  by  itself. 
And  Its  rolling  stock  has  no  particular  loca- 
tion, except  a  constructive  one  where  the  prin- 
cipal office  of  the  railroad  is  situated,  and  it 
would  manifestly  be  unequal  to  give  that  place 
the  benefit  of  taxing  the  whole  of  it  Union  P. 
R.  Co.  V.  Cheyenne  (Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Ryan) 
113  U.  8.  516,  28  L.  ed.  1098,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  601. 

The  situs,  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  of 
railroad  rolling  stock.  Is  where  it  Is  habitually 
used,  and  if  Its  elements,  though  constantly 
shifting,  be  substantially  maintained  in  equal 
number  and  value,  the  average  amount  used 
may  be  made  the  basis  of  the  tax.  Atlantic 
ft  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Lesueur,  2  Arls.  428,  1  L.  R.  A. 
244,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  189,  19  Pac.  157. 

Vehlcle6  of  transportation  used  constantly 
and  continuously  upon  a  single  run  acquire  a 
situs  for  purposes  of  taxation.  Independent  and 
Irrespective  of  the  domicll  of  the  owner.  Pull- 
man's Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Twombly.  29  Fed.  65H. 

The  Iowa  supreme  court  decided  In  Daven- 
port V.  Mississippi  ft  M.  R.  Co.  16  Iowa,  349, 
that  railroad  roiling  stock  was  not  subject  to 
local  taxation  in  the  city  where  the  railroad 
company  had  Its  principal  office,  but  its  mem- 
bers did  not  agree  upon  the  reasons  for  this 
conclusion.  Lowe,  J.,  thought  it  a  part  of  the 
road,  and  not  separately  taxable;  Wright  and 
Dillon,  JJ.,  that  it  had  no  situs  in  the  city ;  and 
Cole,  J.,  that  the  legislature  had  given  no 
authority  to  the  municipality  to  tax  railroad 
rolling  stock. 

Afterwards,  In  Dubuque  v.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co. 
30  Iowa,  56,  Beck  and  Day,  JJ.,  held  railroad 
rolling  stock  to  be  personal  property  with  a 
situs  for  taxation  where  the  company  had  its 
principal  office;  but  Miller,  Ch.  J.,  opined  that 
it  had  no  situs  at  any  particular  point  along 
the  line;  while  Cole,  J.,  the  other  member  of 
the  court,  dissented  in  toto  from  his  colleagues. 

When  a  state  revenue  law  In  one  section  pro- 
vides that  the  personal  property  of  every  street 
railroad  shall  be  listed  and  assessed  tn  the  polit- 
ical snbdivision  of  the  state  In  which  is  located 
Its  principal  place  of  business,  and  that  Its 
track*  shall  be  deemed  personal  property  and 
listed  and  assessed  as  such  in  the  place  where 
it  is  laid ;  and  in  other  sections  that  the  like 
property  of  rflilroadn  shall  only  be  assessed  by  a 
state  board  of  equalization, — elevated  passenger 
railways  orcranlKed  under  the  general  railroad 
act.  bill  It  partly  over  streets  and  In  part  over 
private  lands  leased,  purchased,  or  condemned. 
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^1.  In  tli«  ttimeaiMiuent  of  rallvray  prop- 
erty for  manicipal  porpo«e«  situated 
in  cities  of  tlie  metropolitan  class,  such  as 
is  required  to  be  listed  with  and  assessed  by 
the  State  Board  of  Equalization  for  general 
revenue  purposes  under  the  provisions  of  {{ 
39  and  40  of  chap.  77,  art.  1»  Comp.  Stat. 

"Heart notes  by  Holcomk,  Ch.  J. 


1901,  as  existing  prior  to  the  revenue  a^t  of 
1903  (Cobbey'B  Anno.  Stat.  1903,  chap.  49),  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  the  tax  commissioner  or 
assessor  of  such  city  to  accept  the  values  of 
<bo  frartlonal  part  of  such  railroad  property 
Bltuated  in  the  municipality  as  the  same  is 
valued  and  assessed  by  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization,  and  apportioned  to  such  city  In 
accordance  with  the  provisions  of  said  act. 
2.  The  iiroitortlonal  Mhare  of  railway 
property  aa  valued  and  assessed  by 
the  State  Board  of  Kciualisation  be- 
longing to  and  situated  in  such  city  and  sub- 
ject to  taxation  lor  municipal  purposes  may 
be  equalized  by  the  proper  authorities  of  such 
city  by  lowering  or  raising  the  value  of  the 
same,   as   thus  ascertained,   so  as   to   bring 


are  uHiiest»aUie  as  railroads  by  the  state  boards 
and  not  as  street  railways  by  the  local  assessors. 
Knopf  V.  Lake  Street  Elev.  R.  Co.  197  111.  212, 
64  N.  E.  340.  Magruder,  Ch.  J.,  dissented  be- 
cause the  road  was  wholly  within  a  single 
county. 

b.  Water  craft. 

The  general  rule  is  that  seagoing  vessels  and 
boats  navigating  interstate  waters  are  only 
taxable  at  the  domicll  of  their  owners  when 
registered  under  the  Federal  navigation  laws 
at  the  port  In  the  district  where  that  domicll 
is  located,  and  when  they  visit  other  Jurisdic- 
tions only  in  the  course  of  trade  or  for  tem- 
porary purposes. 

A  state  has  no  Jurisdiction  over  seagoing 
vessels  for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  where 
they  are  not  abiding  in  the  limits  so  as  to  be- 
come incorporated  with  other  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  state,  but  are  there  but  temporarily 
in  the  course  of  trade,  and  where  they  have 
no  situs  at  any  of  its  ports  by  registration  and 
the  domicll  of  their  owner.  Hays  v.  Pacific 
Mail  S.  S.  Co.  17  How.  596,  15  L.  ed.  264. 

It  has  no  Jurisdiction  to  tax  as  personal  prop- 
erty a  vessel  which  regularly  visits  its  port 
while  carrying  on  an  Interstate  coasting  trade, 
where  it  Is  registered  in  and  owned  by  a  res- 
ident of  another  state,  since  its  situs  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation  Is  in  the  latter  state.  Mor- 
gan V.  Parham,  16  Wall.  471,  21  L.  ed.  303. 

When  ferryboats  passing  between  different 
states  belong  to  a  corporation  chartered  by  one 
of  them,  and  are  registered  at  a  port  in  that 
state,  the  other  state  cannot  tax  them.  Their 
situs  for  taxation  is  at  the  domicll  of  their  cor- 
porate owner,  and  the  port  where  they  are  en- 
rolled in  the  home  state.  Gloucester  Ferry 
Co.  V.  Pennsylvania,  114  U.  S.  196,  29  L.  ed. 
158, 1  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  382,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  826. 

For  the  purposes  of  taxation,  vessels  navi- 
gating the  high  seas  have  their  situs  at  their 
home  ports,  where  their  owners  are  domiciled, 
and  where  they  are  registered  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  and  never  at  the  ports. 
or  within  the  states,  where  incidentally  and 
temporarily  they  touch  to  land  or  take  aboard 
passengers  and  cargoes.  Pullman's  Palace  Car 
Co.  V.  Pennsylvania,  141  IT.  S.  18,  35  L.  ed. 
613,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  595, 11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  876. 

Such  vessels  are  not  taxable  by  states  at 
whose  ports  they  Incidentally  call  to  discharge 
and  receive  passengers  and  freight,  because 
they  are  not  In  any  proper  sense  abiding  within 
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tiie  limits  of  such  states,  and  have  no  con- 
tinuous presence  or  actual  situs  within  their 
Jurisdiction  ;  and  not  at  all  because  they  are 
engaged  in  foreign  or  interstate  commerce. 
Ibid. 

The  decisions  of  the  United  States  Supreme 
Court  distinctly  recognize  the  right  of  a  state 
to  tax  a  ship  owned  by  one  of  Its  citizens,  and 
having  a  situs  within  such  state.  Wiggins 
Ferry  Co.  v.  Bast  St.  Louis,  107  U.  S.  365,  27 
L.  ed.  419,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  257. 

Seagoing  vessels  are  not  subject  to  taxation 
in  a  state  whose  ports  they  regularly  visit  in 
the  course  of  trade,  when  they  are  not  per- 
manently and  continuously,  but  only  tempo- 
rarily and  incidentally,  employed  In  the  waters 
of  such  state,  if  they  are  owned  by  persons 
domiciled  elsewhere,  and  are  registered  at  the 
ports  where  their  owners  are  domiciled.  Reg- 
istration in  a  foreign  port  and  nonresident 
ownership,  together,  render  seagoing  vessels 
primarily  and  presumptively  taxable  only  at 
their  home  port.  Johnson  v.  De  Bary-Baya 
Merchants*  Line.  37  Fia.  499,  37  L.  R.  A.  518. 
19  So.  640. 

Water  craft  owned  by  a  Michigan  corpora- 
tion whose  principal  office  has  been  located  in 
that  state  pursuant  to  its  incorporation  laws, 
and  thus  made  Its  domicll,  which  are  registered 
conformably  to  the  United  States  navigation 
laws  at  the  port  of  Michigan  where  such  domicll 
is  situated,  and  are  engaged  In  interstate  com- 
merce, and  not  permanently  employed  any- 
where else,  are  not  taxable  as  personal  property 
in  another  state  whose  ports  they  visit  in  the 
course  of  trade.  Yost  v.  Lake  Erie  Transp.  Co. 
50  C.  C.  A.  511,  112  Fed.  746. 

A  tugboat  enrolled  and  licensed  under  the 
Federal  navigation  laws,  belonging  to  a  non- 
resident, and  upon  which  he  has  been  taxed  at 
his  domicll,  is  not  liable  to  taxation  in  a  state 
where  it  comes  for  the  purposes  of  trade, 
Roberts  v.  Charlevoix,  Twp.  60  Mich.  197,  26  N. 
W.  878.  It  does  not  appear  from  the  report 
of  this  case  where  the  port  was  at  which  the 
boat  was  registered, — it  could  hardly  have  been 
in  Dakota,  the  state  of  the  owner's  residence: 
nor  does  it  appear  what  was  the  nature  and 
duration  of  the  boat's  business  in  Michigan 
waters. 

A  domestic  corporation  owning  ocean-going 
ships  registered  at  the  port  In  the  state  of  its 
origin,  where  It  has  its  principal  place  of  busi- 
ness,   and    consequently    Its    legal    domicll,    is. 
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about  uniformity  of  yaluation  in  respect  of 
all  pt'opert}'  subject  to  taxation  within  the 
municipality. 

3.  It  !■  competent  for  the  leflrislatnre 
to  pro-ride  for  the  valuation  and  aa- 
Me«Biueut  of  the  property  of  railway 
companies  such  as  is  required  to  be  listed 
and  scheduled  with  the  auditor  of  public 
accounts  by  {§  a9,  40,  chap.  77,  art.  1, 
Comp.  Stat.  1901,  as  heretofore  existing,  by 
one  assessing  body,  and  for  ascertaining  the 
value  of  the  whole  of  such  property  of  any 
one  railway  corporation  subject  to  taxation 
in  this  state  as  a  unit  or  as  an  entirety,  and 
to  distribute  the  value  as  thus  found  over  the 
main  line  or  track  of  such  railway  company 
and  to  the  different  taxing  districts,  munic- 
ipalities, etc.,  on  a  mileage  basis. 

4.  Such  a  Mchenie  or  pinn  of  aaliesii- 
nient  and  taxation  of  the  property  of 
railway  companies  us    t  Herein    provided 


for  state,  county,  and  municipal  purposes 
does  not  violate  the  provisions  of  the  fun- 
damental law  commanding  uniformity  in  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  property  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  needful  revenues  by  the 
levying  of  a  tax  upon  all  property  subject 
thereto  according  to  its  value. 
6.  The  valuation  and  amieaiinient  of 
the  property  of  a  railM-ay  company, 
an  therein  provided,  as  an  entirety^ 
and  the  distribution  of  the  value  thus  as- 
certained upon  a  mileage  basis  over  the  en- 
tire line  of  such  railway,  do  not  operate  as 
a  changing  of  the  situs  of  the  property  as- 
sessed. Its  effect  is  only  to  distribute  the 
value  of  an  organic  whole  to  the  fractional 
parts  situated  in  the  different  subordinate 
taxing  districts  through  which  the  line  ex- 
tends and  in  which  the  property  is  actually 
situated,  which  Is  a  legitimate  exercise  of 
legislative   power. 


when  taxed  in  its  home  state  upon  Its  capital 
stock  at  its  actual  value,  subject  to  assessment 
upon  the  value  of  such  ships,  notwithstanding 
they  are  physically  absent  and  constantly  em- 
ployed in  foreign  seas.  In  such  a  case  the 
subject  of  taxation  is  at  all  times  where  the 
corporation  Is  In  law  and  In  fact  domiciled,  and 
the  legal  situs  for  taxation  of  such  shii>s  is  in 
the  home  port.  People  ew  rel.  Pacific  Mail  S. 
S.  Co.  V.  Tax  Comrs.  1  Hun,  143,  Affirmed  in  58 
N.  Y.  243. 

The  corporation  Is  entitled  to  no  deduction 
from  its  assessment  of  the  value  of  such  ships. 
People  ex  rcl.  Pacific  Mall  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Tax 
Comrs.  5  Hun,  200,  Affirmed  In  64  N.  Y.  541. 

A  cori>or:itIon  organlxed  to  build,  own,  char- 
ter, and  navigate  ships,  whose  paid-in  capital 
has  been  invested,  one  half  In  a  steamboat,  and 
the  other  half  In  transporting  It  to  Its  per- 
manent location  In  South  America,  Is  properly 
taxable  In  the  city  where  It  has  Its  principal 
office,  ui>on  the  value  of  Its  capital  stock,  with- 
out allowance  for  the  permanently  absent  steam- 
l)oat  beyond  the  United  States.  People  ex  rel. 
Zulla  Steam  Nav.  Co.  v.  Tax.  &  A.  Comrs.  51 
Hun,  312,  3  N.  Y.   Supp.  R85. 

The  situs  of  steamboats  navigating  waters 
within  and  bordering  upon  different  states  Is 
that  of  the  home  port,  which  is  ascertained  by 
the  residence  of  the  owners,  and  is  the  port  of 
enrolment  and  registration.  Pelton  v.  North- 
ern Transp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  450. 

Water  craft  not  registered  or  enrolled,  and 
only  temporarily  employed  at  places  other  than 
the  domlcll  of  their  owner,  have  their  situs  for 
taxation  as  personal  property  at  such  domlcll, 
even  though  never  there,  when  they  are  not 
actually  shown  to  be  subjected  to  taxation  at 
places  where  they  are  used.  Com.  v.  American 
Dredging  Co.  122  Pa.  380,  1  L.  R.  A.  237,  2 
Inters.  Com.  Rep.  221,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  116,  15 
Atl.  443. 

The  statute  of  the  United  States  (Rev.  Stat, 
fi  4141,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  2808)  requir- 
ing every  vessel  to  be  registered  by  the  collect- 
or of  the  port  to  which  she  belongs  at  the  time 
of  her  registry,  and  the  one  nearest  the  res- 
idence of  her  owner  or  husband,  creates  the 
home  port  of  the  enrolled  vessel,  and  gives  It 
an  artificial  situs  which  controls  the  place  of 
taxation,  but  only  when  she  has  no  actual  situs 
elsewhere.  Old  Dominion  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Virginia, 
198  U.  S.  299,  49  L.  ed.  1059,  25  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
686. 
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The  most  potent  factor  in  determining  the 
situs  of  ships  and  vessels  Is  the  owner's  domlcll 
rather  than  the  port  of  registration,  when  the 
two  are  In  different  taxing  districts. 

Ferryboats  plying  between  two  states,  owned 
by  a  corporation  of  one  of  them,  moored  In 
the  home  state  when  not  In  use,  have  no  situs 
for  taxation  In  the  other  state,  even  when 
registered  at  one  of  Its  ports  because  that  hap- 
pens to  be  the  same  collection  district  as  the 
corporate  owner's  domlcll  and  the  nearest  port 
thereto.  St.  Louis  v.  Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  11 
Wall.  425,  20  L.  ed.  192. 

A  ferry  plying  daily  between  a  city  and  an- 
other place  where  Its  owner  Is  domiciled,  and 
whence  it  starts  every  morning  and  where  It  Is 
moored  every  night,  has  no  situs  In  such  city 
so  as  to  entitle  the  city  to  tax  It,  and  this 
notwithstanding  it  Is  registered  at  such  city 
as  its  home  port  because  the  owner's  domlcll 
Is  in  the  same  collection  district.  Mobile  ▼. 
Baldwin,   57  Ala.  61,  29  Am.  Rep.  712. 

When  the  local  statute  makes  personal  prop- 
erty having  Its  situs  In  the  county  where  Its 
owner  resides  taxable  only  In  the  township  or 
town  of  tlie  owner's  domlcll,  steamboats  which 
ordinarily  w^ould  be  taxable  at  their  home  port 
are,  when  that  port  Is  In  another  tax  district 
from  their  owner's  domlcll,  but  In  the  same 
county,  taxable  In  the  district  where  the  domlcll 
Is,  not  that  In  which  the  home  port  is.  Pelton 
V.  Northern  Transp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  450. 

If,  however,  personal  property  by  the  local 
laws  Is  made  subject  to  taxation  In  the  district 
of  Its  actual  situs,  steamboats  will  be  taxable 
In  the  districts  containing  their  home  ports. 
Ihid. 

In  holding  boats  and  vessels  belonging  to  a 
domestic  corporation  taxable  at  the  place  of  the 
principal  ofllce  or  domlcll  of  the  company,  In 
Pelton  v.  Northern  Transp.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  450, 
the  Ohio  supreme  court  felt  the  influence  of  the 
actual  situs  of  such  boats  In  Cleveland,  but  that 
city  was  In  the  same  county,  although  In  a  dif- 
ferent taxing  district.  The  court  leans  to  the 
opinion  that  the  actual  situs  of  tangible  per- 
sonal property  Is  the  controlllnfiP  factor,  as 
against  the  domlcll  of  the  owner.  In  determin- 
ing the  place  of  taxation,  unless  a  statute  di- 
rects otherwise.  It  said  :  In  deciding  this  case 
we  have  been  guided  solely  by  the  statute,  with- 
out calling  to  our  aid  the  familiar  doctrine  of 
the  common  law  that  the  situs  of  personal  prop- 
erty follows  the  domlcll  of  the  owner;  for  we 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


8tat£  €w  rel.  Morton  v.  Back. 


449 


^  In  the  anaeminient  of  rallinray  prop- 
erty for  taxation  a«  therein  proTided, 
It  i«  competent  for  the  lesinlatare  to 
olasfllfy  such  property,  and  provide  for 
the  asBessment  of  the  same  as  personalty, 
and  to  fix  the  situs  of  the  property  assessed 
by  providing  for  the  valuation  of  the  prop- 
erty as  an  entirety  and  the  distribution  of 
the  total  value  to  each  taxing  district,  ac- 
cording to  the  number  of  miles  of  main  track 
located  therein. 

7.  Said  SS  30  and  40,  a«  exist  Ins  prior 
to  their  repeal  by  the  revenue  act  of  1903 
(Cobbey's  Anno  *  Stat.  1903,  chap.  49),  are 
not  Invalid  as  taking  property  by  taxation 
without  due  process  of  law. 


A 


(October  6,  1904.) 

PPMCATION  for  a  writ  of  mandamus 
to  compel  the  equalization  of  the  as- 


sessment of  taxes  upon  certain  propertj 
within  the  city  of  Omaha.     Denied. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  T.  J.  Mahoney,  for  relators: 

The  constitutional  limitations  do  not  re- 
late merely  to  state  taxation,  or  to  the 
rate  of  levy  within  taxing  districts,  but 
they  require  uniformity  of  both  levy  and 
assessment  in  each  taxing  district. 

High  School  Dist.  No.  137  v.  Lancaster 
County,  60  Neb.  147,  49  L.  R.  A.  343,  83 
Am.  St.  Rep.  525,  82  N.  W.  380;  State  ea 
rel.  Cornell  v.  Poynter,  59  Neb.  417,  81  N. 
W.  431;  State  ex  rel.  Shriver  v.  Karr,  64 
Neb.  514,  90  N.  W.  298;  State  e»  rel  Young 
V.  Oahom,  60  Neb.  415,  83  N.  W.  357. 

When  the  legislature  assumes  to  make 
the  apportionment  according  to  the  num- 


admlt  thatt  If  the  owner  had  not  resided  in 
Cuyahoga  county,  the  result  would  have  been 
different.  And,  on  the  other  band,  if  the  situs 
of  the  property  had  been  In  another  county, 
subject  to  be  listed  and  taxed  there  under  the 
statute,  the  residence  of  the  owner  In  Cuyahoga 
county  would  not  have  given  the  latter  county 
any  right  whatever  to  tax  it. 

Tugs  and  barges  enrolled  in  a  port  of  a  for- 
eign state  In  the  name  of  the  secretary  of  a 
domestic  corporation,  which  Is  the  owner  of 
them  and  has  Its  domlcll  In  the  state  which 
•created  it,  arc  subject  to  taxation  in  the  home 
state  of  the  corporation  and  In  the  county  of 
their  port  of  lading,  where  the  corporate  own- 
•er  may  be  said  to  reside,  and  not  at  their  port 
of  enrolment, — especially  when  not  assessed 
for  taxes  at  the  latter  place  or  elsewhere  out- 
side of  the  home  state.  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co. 
V.  Board  of  Public  Works,  97  Va.  28,  82  S.  E. 
770. 

But  since  the  amendments  of  1884  to  the  stat- 
utes of  the  United  States,  respecting  the  regis- 
tration of  vessels,  shipowners  have  the  option 
of  selecting  any  one  of  three  places  as  the  home 
port  of  their  boats,  to  wit,  the  port  of  registry, 
the  port  In  the  same  district  where  the  ves- 
ael  was  built,  or  the  port  where  one  or  more  of 
the  owners  reside ;  and  when  the  home  port  has 
t)een  selected  and  the  statutes  otherwise  com- 
plied with,  the  vessel  acquires  a  situs  for  the 
purpose  of  taxation  at  that  port  regardless  of 
the  owners'  domlcll.  Com.  v.  Ayer  &  L.  Tie  Co. 
25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1068,  77  S.  W.  686. 

Water  craft,  however,  like  other  tangible  per- 
sonal property.  Is  capable,  under  some  circum- 
stances, of  acquiring  a  situs  for  taxation  in 
Jurisdictions  where  neither  their  porta  of  reg- 
istration nor  their  owners'  domiclls  are  located. 
If  ships  and  vessels  are  so  permanently  and  con- 
stantly used  within  the  limits  of  a  single  state 
as  to  be  fairly  regarded  as  Incorporated  with 
the  general  property  In  that  state,  they  may 
lawfully  be'  taxed  like  other  tangible  property 
having  a  physical  presence  there,  regardless  of 
a  foreign  ownership  and  registration. 

The  physical  presence  within  a  state  of  a 
vessel  engaged  in  coasting  trade  does  not  of  it- 
self entitle  such  state  to  tax  It  as  personal 
propertj  ;  neither  does  its  character  as  a  vehicle 
of  commerce  exempt  it  from  tax.ation ;  but  Its 
taxability  depends  upon  its  situs,  and  this  Is 
decided  by  its  port  of  registry  and  its  owner* a 
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residence.  Morgan  v.  Farham,  16  Wall.  471, 
21  L.  ed.  303. 

But  boats  which  have  a  physical  situs  at  a 
given  port,  especially  when  that  port  is  where 
they  are  registered  under  the  Federal  statutes, 
are  taxable  there  irrespective  of  their  owner's 
domlcll.  St.  Louis  v.  Consolidated  Coal  Co. 
113  Mo.  83,  20  S.  W.  699. 

And,  although  vessels  belong  to  a  foreign  cor- 
poration, and  are  enrolled  and  registered  under 
the  United  States  statutes  in  a  foreign  state, 
and  are  also  engaged  in  interstate  commerce, 
yet,  if  they  are  permanently  and  continuously 
navigating  the  waters  and  between  the  ports 
of  a  single  state,  so  that  they  actually  have  a 
situs  In  such  state,  they  are  subject  to  taxation 
In  such  state.  Old  Dominion  S.  8.  Co.  v.  Vir- 
ginia, 198  U.  S.  299,  49  L.  ed.  1059,  25  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  686. 

In  Johnson  v.  De  Bary-Baya  Merchants'  Line, 
37  Fla.  499,  37  L.  R.  A.  518,  19  So.  640,  Lid- 
don,  J.,  dissented,  taking  the  ground  that  the 
actual  situs  of  seagoing  vessels  was  the  con- 
trolling factor  in  determining  their  taxability, 
and  would  prevail  over  the  port  registry  and 
domicll  of  the  owner,  and  that  the  facts  In  the 
case  at  bar  established  an  actual  situs  In  Flor- 
ida waters. 

In  the  examination  of  the  question  as  to 
whethei  movable  property  has  acquired  a  situs 
at  a  place  not  the  domlcll  of  the  owner,  a  very 
obvious  distinction  must  be  recognized  between 
vessels  engaged  In  navigating  interstate  waters 
and  other  t<)RgibIe  property  having  a  permanent 
sltr.s.  Apart  from  the  rule  that  personal  prop- 
erty foljows  Its  owner.  Congress  has  given  ves- 
sel property  a  situs  or  home  port  by  statutory 
provisions  respecting  registration  and  enrol- 
ment, painting  the  nnme  of  the  port  legibly  on 
the  stern,  and  requiring  such  port  to  be  at  or 
nearest  the  owner's  domlcll.  And  it  Is  now 
settled  In  the  Federal  courts,  and  by  the  weight 
of  opinion  in  the.  state  courts,  that  such  home 
port  Is  the  only  place  where  registered  water 
craft  actually  engaged  In  Interstate  or  foreign 
commerce  Is  taxable.  Yost  v.  Lake  Erie  Transp. 
Co.  no  C.  C.  A.  511,  112  Fed.  746. 

There  Is  said  to  be  an  obvious  and  striking 
distinction  between  ships  belonging  to  citizens 
of  one  state  or  to  foreigners  domiciled  at  home 
and  which  are  registered  at  ports  where  their 
owners  reside,  and  which,  navigating  the  high 
seas  or  other  common  waters,  only  come  at  the 
pnds  of  their  voyages  to  the  ports  of  another 
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ber  of  miles  of  main  line,  it  necessarily 
ignores  value  altogether. 

The  mandate  of  the  Constitution  is,  that 
in  every  taxing  district  every  owner  shall 
pay  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  value,  not 
the  extent,  of  his  property. 

The  complaints  show  that  the  assess- 
ments aggregate  $119,210,  whereas,  if  the 
railroads  were  assessed  upon  the  same  basis 
as  other  property  within  the  city  of  Omaha, 
they  would  aggregate  $25,195,410.  In  other 
words,  while  the  other  property  in  the  city 
is  assessed  at  its  full  value,  this  railroad 
property  is  assessed  at  less  than  Vii  ^^  ^ 
per  cent  of  its  fair  value.  Such  a  discrep- 
ancy amounts  to  a  release  of  the  railroad 
companies  from  the  payment  of  their  mu- 
nicipal taxes  altogether. 

Cooley,  Taxn.  3d  ed.  259. 

The  legislature  cannot  transform  a  rail- 
road company's  real  estate  into  personalty, 
and  shift  its  location  for  purposes  of  tax- 
ation. 


Chattanooga  v.  Nashville,  C.  &  8t,  L.  R. 
Co.  7  Lea,  561;  Naahville,  C,  &  St,  L.  R. 
Co.  V.  Vranklin  County,  12  Lea,  521;  Daven- 
port V.  Mississippi  d  M.  R.  Co,  16  Iowa, 
348;  Dunlieth  d  D.  Bridge  Co.  v.  Duhuque, 
32  Iowa,  427 ;  Davenport  v.  Chicago,  R.  /.  d 
P.  R.  Co.  38  Iowa,  633. 

Uniformity  in  taxing  implies  equality  in 
the  burden  of  taxation,  and  this  equality 
of  burden  cannot  exist  without  uniformity 
in  the  mode  of  assessment  as  well  as  in  the 
rate  of  taxation. 

Railroad  Taw  Cases,  13  Fed,  735 ;  State  ex 
rel.  White  House  School  Dist.  No.  7  v.  Read- 
ing ton  Twp.  36  N.  J,  L.  70;  Oilman  v.  She- 
boygan, 2  Black,  510,  17  L.  ed.  305;  Chatta- 
nooga V.  Nashville,  C.  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  7  Lea, 
561;  Bureau  County  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R. 
Co.  44  111.  229;  Franklin  County  v.  Nash- 
ville.   C.    d    St.    L.    R.    Co.    12    Lea,    550. 

The  constitutional  validity  of  the  law 
is  to  be  tested  by  the  fairness  of  the  assess- 
ment made  under  it. 


state  to  discharge  or  receive  carproes,  In  respect 
of  taxation  In  the  latter  state ;  and  cars  or  other 
vehicles  of  transportation  by  land  which  actual- 
ly enter  and  go  about  in  such  state  and  have 
no  registered  place  of  ownership,  although  both 
ships  and  cars  are  alike  engaged  In  interstate 
or  foreign  commerce.  Their  situs  as  property  is 
different.  Pullman's  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Penn- 
sylvania, 141  U.  S.  18,  35  L.  ed.  613,  3 
Inters.  Com  Rep.  595.  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  876. 
But  three  of  the  members  of  tbe  court,  Brad- 
ley, Field,  and  Harlan,  JJ.,  were  wholly  unable 
to  perceive  this  obvious  and  striking  distinction, 
and  dissented  from  the  Judgment  of  the  court 
sustaining  the  right  of  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania to  tax  the  palace  cars  of  a  foreign  cor- 
poration running  upon  the  railroads  of  that 
state.  To  contend,  said  Bradley,  J.,  that  there 
Is  any  difference  Is  to  lose  sight  of  the  essential 
qualities  of  things. 

The  court,  with  the  same  Judges  dissenting, 
reached  the  same  conclusion  in  Pullman's  Palace 
Car  Co.  V.  Hayward,  141  U.  S.  86.  85  L,  ed.  621, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  883. 

X.  Concluiion. 

It  is  reasonably  safe  to  conclude: 

1.  That  a  domestic  corporation  may  be  taxed 
in  its  home  state  upon  its  tangible  personal 
property  notwithstanding*  the  physical*  absence 
of  that  property  In  another  state,  If  the  prop- 
erty Itself  has  acquired  no  actual  situs,  and  Is 
not  subject  to  taxation  in  the  place  where  it  Is 
situated. 

2.  That  a  state  may  tax  any  and  all  tangible 
personal  property  which  has  an  actual  situs 
within  its  limits  and  is  a  part  of  the  general 
permanent  body  of  property  within  its  Juris 
diction,  and  not  merely  in  transit  through  it 
or  temporarily  staying  therein.  And  this  rule 
Is  as  applicable  to  vehicles  of  commerce,  wheth- 
er ships  or  railroad  cars,  as  it  Is  to  any  other 
species  of  personal  property. 

3.  That,  when  a  state  has  tbe  right  to  tax 
taD{?lble  personal  property,  or  the  owner  there- 
of, It  may  designate  the  place  for  the  tar  to  be 
assessed,  whether  such  be  the  owner's  domlcll  or 
the  resting  place  of  the  taxed  property,  or  not. 
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4.  That,  If  no  statute  Axes  the  situs  of  per- 
sonal property  at  a  particular  place  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taxing  It,  the  domlcU  of  the  owner,  and 
that  alone,  will  be  the  place  where  it  is  tax- 
able ;  and  the  domlcll  of  a  corporation  is  where 
its  principal  office  is  located. 

6.  That  the  place  named  in  the  certificate  of 
Incorporation  as  the  principal  office  of  the  cor- 
poration, if  the  Incorporation  act  under  which 
the  company  is  organized  requires  such  cer- 
tificate to  name  the  principal  office.  Is  always 
a  powerful,  and  sometimes  a  determining,  factor 
in  fixing  the  domicil  of  the  corporation  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation.  Its  potentiality  In 
this  respect  largely  depends  upon  the  wording 
of  the  incorporation  and  taxing  statutes,  and 
the  identity  or  synonymity  of  their  language 
concerning  the  principal  offices  of  corporations. 

6.  That,  notwithstanding  the  legal  domicil  of 
a  corporation  is  technically  in  one  place,  and  by 
the  laws  of  the  state  It  can  be  lawfully  taxed 
only  in  that  place,  a  corporation  may  so  con- 
duct Itself  and  Its  business  as  to  render  itself 
liable  to  taxation  in  another  place.  At  least 
this  is  the  rule  in  New  York. 

7.  That  In  the  case  of  steamship  and  navi- 
gation companies  the  Federal  statutes  and  con- 
formity thereto  preponderate  In  deciding  where 
the  corporHte  domicil  and  taxable  situs  of 
water  craft  are. 

8.  That  In  other  cases  domicil  and  situs  are 
determined  like  any  other  question  of  fact. 
And  finally,  accepting  the  latest  reported  utter- 
ances of  tbe  United  States  Supreme  Court  in  the 
cases  of  Delaware,  L.  A  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania. 198  U.  S.  841,  40  L.  ed.  1077.  26  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  669.  and  Union  Refrigerator  Transit 
Co.  V.  Kentucky.  199  U.  8.  194,  50  L.  ed.— .  26 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  36,  as  conclusive  authority,  that  a 
state  has  no  more  power  to  tax  tangible  per- 
sonal property  wholly  and  permanently  beyond 
Its  boundaries  than  It  has  to  tax  real  estate  in 
a  foreign  state,  notwithstanding  such  personal 
property  belongs  to  one  of  its  own  oornnmfiAnR 
domiciled  within  its  jurisdiction,  provided  al- 
ways such  property  is  subject  to  taxation  lo 
rally  where  it  lies.  J.  B.  G. 
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Franklin  County  y.  Vashville,  C.  d  8t. 
L.  R.  Co.  12  Lea,  551 ;  Btunri  v.  Palmer,  74 
K.  Y.  186,  30  Am.  Rep.  289. 

The  uniformity  spoken  of  in  the  books 
has  reference  to  the  tax  district. 

Pleuler  y.  8tat€,  11  Nd>.  547,  10  N.  W. 
481;  Oilson  v,  RtLsh  County^  128  Ind.  65, 
11  L.  R.  A.  833,  27  N.  E.  235;  Vorria  v. 
WaaOy  57  Tex.  635;  State  v.  Eannihal  d 
8t.  J.  R.  Co,  75  Mo.  212;  Pine  Orove  Ttop. 
y.  Talcott,  19  Wall.  676,  22  L.  ed.  232. 

A  person  owning  a  building  in  a  city, 
worth  $5,000,  has  to  pay  much  more  than 
100  per  cent  more  taxes  to  the  city  for  tho 
protection  of  that  building  than  the  rail- 
road company  would  have  to  pay*  for  the 
protection  of  its  depot  if  valued  at  the  same 
amount.     This   is   fundamentally  wrong. 

Cooley,  Taxn.  pp.  1,  2;  2  Burlamaqui, 
Natural  &  Politic  Law,  pt.  3,  chap.  5,  S  14 ; 
2  Rutherforth,  Institutes  of  Natural  Law, 
chap.  3,  p.  272;  Vattel,  Law  of  Nations, 
bk.  1,  chap.  20,  $  240,  p.  Ill;  6  Smith, 
Wealth  of  Nations,  pt.  2,  chap.  2,  p.  651; 
Chicago  d  N.  W.  R,  Co.  v.  Boone  County, 
44  111.  242. 

The  city  board  of  equalization  is  not 
bound  to  accept  the  returns  from  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization. 

State  ex  rel.  Breckenridge  v.  Fleming 
(Neb.)   97  N.  W.  1063. 

Messrs.  C.  C.  WrisHt,  Charles  J. 
Ghreen,  and  John  N.  Bald'win  for  respond- 
ents. 

Holcomb,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  action  is  begun  in  this  court  in 
the  exercise  of  its  original  jurisdiction.  The 
relators  pray  for  a  peremptory  writ  of 
mandamus  to  compel  the  respondents,  the 
city  council  of  Omaha,  acting  as  a  board 
of  equalization,  to  reassemble  and  hear  their 
complaint  relative  to  the  alleged  low  as- 
sessment of  certain  railroad  properties  sit- 
uated within  the  corporate  limits,  and  to 
equalize  the  assessment  of  such  properties 
by  raising  the  assessed  value  thereof  to 
conform  to  the  standard  of  value  pertaining 
to  all  other  property  assessed  for  municipal 
purposes.  The  substance  of  the  complaint 
is  that  the  properties  of  the  railroad  com- 
panies mentioned  in  the  alternative  writ, 
situated  within  the  city  limits,  are  as- 
sessed at  but  a  fraction  of  their  true  value, 
while  all  other  property  subject  to  munici- 
pal taxation  is  assessed  at  its  commercial 
value.  Tlie  return  of  the  respondents  to 
the  alternative  writ  discloses  that  in 
the  assessment  for  municipal  taxation  of 
the  railroad  properties  complained  of  the 
assessing  officer  of  the  city  accepted  the  val- 
uations placed  thereon  by  the  State  Board 
of  Equalization  and  the  distributive  share 
<>!»  L.  U.  A. 


thereof  apportioned  to  the  city  of  Omaha 
as  the  assessable  value  of  such  properties, 
and  that  in  the  equalization  thereof  the  re- 
spondents, acting  as  a  board  of  equalization, 
raised  the  assessments  five  times  the  value 
aa  fixed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equalization 
and  returned  by  the  dty  tax  commissioner, 
which  act  of  equalization,  in  the  judgment 
of  the  board,  brought  the  value  of  the  rail- 
road properties  thus  assessed  to  a  uniform 
standard  of  value  with  other  property  as- 
sessed for  mimicipal  purposes,  and  exhaust- 
ed their  powers  in  the  premises.  Reduced 
to  its  narrowest  limits,  the  question  pre- 
sented for  consideration  by  the  pleadings 
and  in  briefs  of  oounsel  is  in  respect  of  the 
method  of  procedure  by  the  tax  commission- 
er and  the  city  council  in  the  assessment  of 
railroad  properties  situated  in  part  in  such 
municipality  and  subject  to  municipal  taxes, 
and  also  whether  the  statute  providing  for 
the  assessment  of  railroad  property  as  a 
unit,  and  distributing  the  aggregate  value 
to  the  different  counties,  townships,  cities, 
and  towns  through  which  the  lines  run 
on  a  mileage  basis,  is  in  harmony  with  the 
fundamental  law.  The  validity  of  such  leg- 
islation is  especially  called  in  question  when 
applied  to  the  taxation  of  railway  property 
in  the  city  of  Omaha  for  municipal  purposes. 
The  legal  questions  presented,  says  coun- 
sel for  relators,  are,  first,  Have  the  respond- 
ents correctly  interpreted  the  statutes  And, 
second.  Are  the  statutes  in  question  valid? 
The  answer  to  the  first  question  must,  we 
think,  be  in  the  affirmative.  The  old  revenue 
act  under  which  the  assessment  in  question 
was  made,  provided  for  the  assessment  of 
railVoad  property  of  the  character  under 
consideration  by  one  assessing  body,  viz., 
the  State  Board  of  Equalization,  for  all  pur- 
poses of  taxation, — ^state,  county,  township, 
school-district,  and  municipal.  This  assess- 
ing body,  the  statute  declares,  shall  value 
and  assess  the  property  of  railroad  corpo- 
rations at  its  actual  value  for  each  mile  of 
said  road  or  line,  the  value  of  each  mile  to 
be  determined  by  dividing  the  sum  of  the 
whole  valuation  by  the  number  of  miles  of 
such  road  or  line.  It  is  further  provided 
that  after  the  valuation  and  assessment  is 
made  as  aforesaid  the  state  auditor  shall  cer- 
tify to  the  county  clerks  of  the  several  coun- 
ties in  which  the  properties  of  such  corpora- 
tions are  situated,  or  any  part  thereof,  the 
assessment  per  mile  so  made  on  the  property 
of  such  corporations,  specifying  the  number 
of  miles  and  the  amount  in  each  of  said 
counties.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  chap.  77,  art,  1, 
S  40.  By  §  98,  chap.  12a,  Comp.  Stat.  1901 
(Cobbcy's  Anno.  Stat.  §  7547),  the  same 
being  the  charter  act  of  cities  of  the  metro- 
politan class,  to  which  the  city  of  Omaha 
belongs,  it  is  provided  that  '*the  tax  com- 
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inissioner  shall  take  the  valuation  and  as- 
sessment of  railroad  property  within  the 
city  limits  from  the  returns  made  by  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization  to  the  county 
clerk."  Assuming,  as  we  do  for  present 
purposes,  that  the  legislature  may  rightful- 
ly provide  for  the  assessment  of  the  prop- 
erty of  a  railway  company  by  one  assessiiij; 
body,  and  as  one  property  or  as  a  unit,  and 
apportion  the  value  thereof  on  a  mileage 
basis,  then,  as  we  view  the  subject,  it  is  not 
only  manifest  that  the  legislature  in- 
tended, but  that  it  is  quite  appropriate,  that 
the  distributive  sharo  belonging  to  any  one 
taxing  district  should  be  taken  and  accepted 
as  the  assessable  value  of  that  part  of  the 
whole  property  which  is  situated  in  such  dis- 
trict, and  which  shall  be  subject  to  taxes  as 
all  other  property  therein.  There  appears 
to  be  no  fundamental  objection  to  such  an 
assessment.  The  assessment  thus  made  and 
returned  would,  doubtless,  be  subject  to  the 
authority  and  power  of  a  board  of  equali- 
zation to  raise  or  lower  the  value  so  as  to 
comply  with  the  rule  of  uniformity  and  con- 
form to  values  generally  obtaining  in  such 
taxing  district.  In  all  schemes  of  taxation 
there  are  generally  recognized  elements  of 
inequality  and  the  probability  of  erroneous 
valuations  in  the  assessment  of  property  by 
whatever  mode  the  assessment  may  be  nindt . 
The  evil  is  usually  remedied  by  the  exercise 
oftthe  authority  of  a  board  created  for  that 
purpose,  whereby  the  assessment  of  differ- 
ent properties  is  bought  to  a  common 
standard  of  value.  Different  precincts  have 
different  assessing  officers,  and  these  differ- 
ent officers,  we  know  by  common  experience, 
widely  differ  in  their  valuation  of  property 
of  approximately  the  same  value.  This  dif- 
ference of  opinion  and  judgment  necessitates 
the  establishment  of  a  tribunal  having  au- 
thority and  jurisdiction  to  equalize  values 
and  bring  all  property  to  a  common  stand- 
ard of  valuation,  to  the  end  that  each  item 
and  class  may  bear  its  just  and  equitable 
share  of  the  burdens  of  taxation.  A  ques- 
tion somewhat  akin  to  the  one  under  con- 
sideration was  raised  in  Ffiatc  ex  rel.  Provt 
V.  Aitken,  62  Neb.  428,  87  N.  W.  lo3.  and 
the  propriety  of  assessments  of  railroad 
properties  by  the  State  Board  of  Equali- 
zation and  the  acceptance  of  the  valuation 
thus  ascertained  for  purposes  of  municipal 
taxation  was  recognized  and  sanctioned. 
In  upholding  a  law  providing  for  such  meth- 
od of  assessing  railroad  property  situ- 
ated in  a  municipality  for  municipal  pur- 
poses, the  court,  among  other  things,  in  the 
opinion  says:  "The  legislature,  in  its  wis- 
dom, has  decided  that  the  value  of  rail- 
road property  can  be  more  accurately  and 
justly  estimated  by  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  than  by  local  assessors,  and 
01)  h.  R.  A. 


has  exercised  its  constitutional  prerogative 
by  providing  that  railroad  property  shall  be 
assessed  in  that  manner.  Whether  or  not 
it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  the  Stiite 
Board  of  Equalization  would  have  more 
knowledge  and  a  better  opportunity  to  make 
a  just  valuation  of  such  property  than 
local  assessors  is  quite  unnecessary  to  be  de 
termined  in  deciding  upon  resjwndent's 
right  to  act  as  tax  commissioner.  Why 
may  not  several  valuers  constitutionally  act 
upon  different  kinds  of  property,  or  upon 
the  same  property,  for  the  purpose  of  dif- 
ferent taxes?  The  real  objection  to  this  act 
on  the  ground  of  uniformity  is,  evidently, 
the  idea  that  value  is  not  such  a  fixed  quan- 
tity that  it  is  possible  for  two  independent 
appraisers  to  agree.  If  values  are  fixetl 
for  purposes  of  municipal  taxation  by  one 
body  of  assessors,  and  for  county  and  state 
by  another,  it  is  practically  certain  that  the 
two  will  disagree.  Enough  is  said  above  to 
indiciite  an  opinion  that  the  only  uniformi- 
ty required  as  to  any  tax  is  that  it  should 
be  uniform  throughout  the  jurisdiction; 
i.  e.,  that  state  ttixes  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  the  state,  county  taxes  through 
out  the  county,  and  city  taxes  throughout 
the  city."  The  result  produced  by  this 
method  of  asst»ssment  is  only  that  there  are 
different  assessing  authorities  for  different 
kinds  of  property,  each  exercising  an  inde- 
pendent judgment  in  arriving  at  the  value 
of  the  property  assessed,  and  making  due 
return  thereof  to  the  proper  authorities. 
The  inequalities  in  values  thus  returned,  if 
any  there  l)e,  is  a  proper  subject  for  con- 
sideration by  a  body  or  tribunal  authorized 
to  discharge  the  functions  of  a  board  of 
equalization.  If  it  be  proper  to  aasess  rail- 
road property  as  a  unit,  and  distribute  the 
total  value  thereof  on  a  mileage  basis,  it 
ia  obvious  that  the  distributive  share  going 
to  any  one  taxing  district  may  be  required 
to  be  taken  as  the  assessable  value  and  as 
the  basis  of  valuation  for  equalization  and 
taxing  purposes.  The  value  of  such  distrib- 
utive share  of  the  whole  property  may,  it 
would  seem,  be  raised  or  lowered  by  an 
equalizing  board  in  order  that  it  may  be 
brouglit  to  a  common  .standard  and  conform 
to  the  values  placed  on  all  other  property. 
This,  as  we  understand  the  record,  is  what 
was  done  by  the  respondents  in  the  case  at 
bar,  and,  if  so,  is,  we  think,  in  harmony 
with  legislative  intendment.  It  is  the  busi- 
ness of  such  boards,  says  this  court  in  IState 
ex  rel.  lireckenridge  v.  Fleming  (Neb.)  97 
N.  W.  10C3,  "to  fairly  and  impartially 
equalize  the  valuation  of  all  personal  prop- 
erty assessed  in  their  respective  jurisdic- 
tions, and  to  raise  or  lower  the  same  ai 
the  justice  and  equity  of  the  case  may  rfr 
quire.      Whatever   directions  the   law   may 
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give  to  the  assessor  in  valuing  the  property 
u\  the  first  instance,  and  whatever  result 
these  directions  may  produce  in  the  assess- 
ment of  franchises  or  other  property  of  the 
taxpayer,  the  work  of  the  board  of  equal- 
ization is  to  equalize  the  valuations  made 
so  that  everyone,  as  nearly  as  that  may  be 
attained,  shall  stand  upon  an  equal  footing, 
and  pay  an  equal  proportion  of  the  tax  laid 
according  to  the  real  value  of  his  property. 
.  .  .  In  this  way  equity  is  attained,  and 
every  interest  protected."  It  is  manifest 
that  the  legislative  plan  for  the  assessment 
of  railroad  property  situated  in  a  munici- 
pality, for  municipal  purposes,  has  been 
followed  by  the  city  authorities  in  the  case 
at  bar,  and  that  the  interpretation  given 
to  these  several  provisions  of  the  statute  by 
the  respondents  as  to  their  authority  and 
power  is  in  harmony  with  the  expressed  will 
of  the  legislature. 

The  very  able  and  helpful  arguments  and 
briefs  of  counsel  on  both  sides  of  the  con- 
troversy are  devoted  almost  exclusively  to 
the  second  question  presented, — ^that  is,  the 
alleged  invalidity  of  the  statutes  providing 
for  the  assessment  of  the  property  of  a  rail- 
road company  as  a  unit,  an '.  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  value  of  the  whole  on  a  mileage 
basis  by  one  assessing  body  for  all  purposes 
of  taxation, — ^and  it  is  to  this  phase  of  the 
case  that  we  have  given  the  fullest  consider- 
ation and  most  thorough  research  at  our 
command.  It  is  the  contention  of  counsel 
for  relators  that  the  provisions  of  the  funda- 
mental law  governing  taxation  are  violated 
in  the  assessment  of  railroad  property  for 
municipal  purposes  by  the  plan  adopted 
and  prescribed  by  the  legislature.  It  is 
argued  that  railroad  prop<irti*eij  of  great 
value  located  within  the  corporate  limits 
of  the  city  of  Omaha  pay  taxes  on  but  an 
insignificant  part  of  the  true  value;  that 
these  properties  escape  a  largo  share  of 
municipal  taxes  for  which  they  should  be 
justly  burdened  and  made  to  contribute  to 
the  revenues  of  the  city  in  return  for  the 
protection  received  in  the  administration 
of  the  aflfairs  of  the  municipality  in  which 
they  are  situated.  Counsel  says  that  here 
are  located  costly  depots  and  terminal  fa- 
cilities, including  real  estate  of  vast  value 
occupied  for  such  purposes,  which  ought 
to  respond  to  municipal  taxation  according 
to  such  values,  to  be  ascertained  with  ref- 
erence to  the  actual  location  of  such  prop- 
erties as  if  separate  and  independent  prop- 
erties, and  without  regard  to  their  relation 
to  and  connection  with  the  entire  lines  of 
railway  of  which  they  form  a  part.  The 
right  and  power  of  the  legislature  to  pro- 
vide a  scheme  of  taxation  for  municipal 
purposes  by  an  assessment  of  railway  prop- 
erty as  an  entirety  and  the  distribution  of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  aggregate  value  on  a  mileage  basis  Ib 
boldly  challenged,  and  we  are  asked  to  so 
construe  the  constitutional  provisions  re- 
lating to  the  subject  as  inhibiting  such  a 
plan  and  method  of  taxation  of  such  prop- 
erties for  municipal  purposes.  "Our  com- 
plaint," says  counsel,  "is  not  that  the  leg- 
islature has  provided  a  different  method  of 
assessing  railroad  property  from  that  pro- 
vided for  assessing  other  property,  but 
rather  that,  under  the  statutes  relied  upon 
by  respondents,  a  result  is  obtained  which 
violates  tlie  constitutional  requirement  of 
uniformity."  If,  it  is  said,  the  legislature 
had  provided  for  assessing  the  property  of 
railroads  extending  into  more  than  one 
county  by  determining  the  value  of  the 
railroad  as  a  whole,  and  then  apportioning 
such  value  to  the  several  tax  districts  in 
proportion  to  the  real  values  in  the  several 
districts,  rather  than  in  proportion  to  the 
number  of  miles  of  main  line,  such  a  meth- 
od would  at  least  be  theoretically  correct; 
but  that,  when  the  apportionment  of  the 
total  value  is  according  to  the  number  of 
miles  of  main  line  in  any  one  taxing  dis- 
trict, there  is  an  ignoring  of  the  question 
of  value  altogether.  The  mandate  of  the 
Constitution,  it  is  insisted,  is  imperative 
that  in  every  taxing  district  every  owner 
shall  pay  a  tax  in  proportion  to  the  value 
of  the  property  in  the  district,  and  not  the 
extent  of  it.  The  constitutional  provisions 
principally  relied  on  by  relators  in  support 
of  their  contention  are  found  in  §  1  of  ar- 
ticle 9,  which  declares  that  revenues  are  to 
be  raised  by  levying  a  tax  by  valuation  so 
that  every  taxpayer  sliall  pay  in  the  pro- 
portion to  the  value  of  his,  her,  or  its  prop- 
erty subject  to  taxation,  the  value  to  be  as- 
certained in  such  manner  as  the  legislature 
shall  direct.  The  necessity  for  uniform- 
ity and  equality  in  taxation  is  emphati- 
cally expressed  in  State  ex  rel.  Young  t. 
Oshoruy  60  Neb.  415,  83  N.  W.  357,  wherein 
it  is  said:  "And  this  rule  of  uniformity 
applies  not  only  to  the  rate  of  taxation, 
but  as  well  to  the  valuation  of  property  for 
the  purposes  of  raising  revenue.  .  .  . 
The  Constitution  forbids  any  discrimina- 
tion whatever  among  taxpayers.  .  .  . 
Thus,  if  the  property  of  one  citizen  is  val- 
ued for  taxation  at  one  fourth  its  value, 
others  within  the  taxing  district  have  the 
right  to  demand  that  their  property  be  as- 
sessed on  the  same  basis.  The  rule  of  uni- 
formity is  satisfied  if  observed  by  each  jur- 
isdiction imposing  the  tax."  To  the  same 
effect  is  High  School  Dist.  No.  1S7  v.  Lan- 
caster County,  60  Neb.  147,  49  L.  R.  A.  343, 
83  Am.  St.  Rep.  525,  82  N.  W.  380.  See 
also  State  ex  rel.  Cornell  v.  Poynter,  59 
Neb.  417,  81  N.  W.  431,  and  State  ex  rel. 
ShHver  v.  Karr,  64  Neb.  514,  90  N.  W.  298. 
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By  S  6  of  article  9  of  the  institution  it  is 
provided  that  for  corporate  purposes  all 
municipal  corporations  may  be  vested  with 
authority  to  assess  and  collect  taxes,  but 
such  taxes  shall  be  uniform  with  respect  to 
persons  and  property  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  body  imposing  the  same.  The 
requirements  of  uniformity  in  the  assess- 
ment of  property  for  municipal  purposes 
generally  is  doubtless  the  same,  and  as  ob- 
ligatory under  the  provisions  of  §  6  of  ar- 
ticle 9  as  that  required  by  the  provisions  of 
§  1  of  the  same  article;  and  it  is  so  held  in 
Btate  ex  reh  Bee  Bldg,  Co.  v.  Savage,  65 
Neb.  714,  91  N.  W.  716.  The  construction 
given  to  the  1st  section  in  the  several  deci- 
sions of  this  court  which  we  have  cited  ap- 
ply with  equal  pertinency  and  force  to 
those  of  §  6.  Uniformity  with  respect  to 
person  and  property  requires  that  the  tax 
rate  must  be  the  same  as  to  all  persons  af- 
fected, and  the  valuation  of  the  property 
must  be  upon  the  same  basis  throutrhout 
the  entire  taxing  jurisdiction.  A  depar- 
ture either  as  to  rate  of  levy  or  as  to  the 
standard  of  valuation  of  the  ditTeront  prop- 
erties subject  to  taxation  would  violate  the 
rule  of  uniformity  demanded  by  the  Consti- 
tution, and  render  ineffectual  legislation 
authorizing  such  a  method  of  procedure  in 
the  levying  and  collection  of  municipal  tax- 
es. It  is  equally  clear  that,  if  property 
within  a  municipality  having  a  fixed  legal 
situs  therein  was,  by  a  scheme  or  plan  of 
assessment,  to  escape  in  whole  or  in  part 
municipal  taxes  upon  a  valuation  in  sub- 
stantial conformity  with  all  other  property 
within  the  taxing  district,  this  would  be  a 
violation  of  the  provisions  of  said  9  G« 
May  the  legislature,  without  infringing  on 
these  provisions  of  the  fundamental  law, 
provide  for  the  assessment  of  the  property 
of  railway  companies  such  as  is  required  to 
be  included  in  the  schedules  to  be  returned 
to  the  state  assessing  board  upon  the  unit 
plan  or  system,  and  distribute  the  value  of 
the  whole  property  along  the  line  of  the 
road  thus  assessed,  and  to  the  different  tax 
districts,  on  a  mileage  basis?  It  is  earn- 
estly contended  by  the  relators  that  the 
several  railroad  companies  having  lines  in 
the  city  of  Omaha  have  valuable  terminal 
facilities,  depots,  and  other  properties  on 
their  right  of  way  and  side  tracks  which 
have  a  fixed  and  actual  physical  situs,  and 
as  such  are  subject  to  local  taxation  upon 
such  valuer,  and  that  the  distribution 
of  the  total  value  of  any  one  road  over 
the  entire  line  on  a  mileage  ba«is  is  to  with- 
draw from  taxation  for  municipal  purposes 
property  situated  within  the  municipality, 
thereby  resulting  in  a  violation  of  the  pro- 
vision of  the  Constitution  that  all  property 
flhall  bear  its  just  share  of  tax  burdens  of 
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the  taxing  jurisdiction  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ated. In  a  sense  it  is  no  doubt  true  that 
the  properties  of  the  large  railway  corpora- 
tions doing  business  in  this  state  with  ex- 
tensive terminal  facilities,  switching  yards, 
depot  grounds,  and  costly  structures  in  the 
large  cities  and  towns  are  much  more  valu- 
able, mile  for  mile,  than  a  corresponding 
length  of  the  roadbed  and  right  of  way  situ- 
ated outside  of  such  municipalities,  con- 
sisting usually  of  but  a  single  track  and 
roadbed  and  the  right  of  way  of  from  100 
to  200  feet  in  width.  In  a  legal  sense, 
however,  must  it  be  said  that  the  property 
thus  situated  is  so  localized  that  its  situs 
for  the  purpose  of  taxation  must  be  the 
same  as  where  physically  situated,  and 
that  any  attempt  to  throw  it  with  the 
whole  mass  of  property  with  which  it  is 
connected,  and  of-  which  it  forms  a  part, 
and  assess  it  as  an  entirety,  and  distrib- 
ute the  value  on  a  mileage  basis,  contra- 
venes the  fundamental  law? 

We  may  assume  that  all  the  lines  of  rail- 
way in  this  state  have  been  by  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  assessed  at  a  valua- 
tion uniform  with  the  values  placed  on  all 
other  property  assessed  for  revenue  purpos- 
es, and  that  the  total  value  of  each  of  such 
lines  of  railway  has  been  distributed  to  the 
different  counties,  townships,  school  and 
road  districts,  cities,  and  towns  through 
which  such  lines  extend  according  to  the 
length  of  the  line  in  each  division  for 
whose  benefit  taxes  are  levied.  If  those 
portions  of  the  road  lying  in  the  city  of 
Omaha  are  to  be  valued  at  a  larger  sum 
per  mile  than  other  portions  of  the  same 
line,  then  it  follows  that  there  must  be  a 
corresponding  reduction  of  the  amount  ap- 
portioned to  the  remainder  of  the  line,  or 
else  an  over\'aluation  and  double  taxation 
woulH  be  the  result,  and  this  would  violate 
the  rule  of  uniformity  the  same  as  does  un- 
dervaluation. The  legislative  plan  contem- 
plates a  full  valuation  of  all  property  of  a 
railway  line  subject  to  taxation  in  tliis 
state,  and  the  distribution  of  that  value 
equally  over  each  mile  of  the  line,  and 
with  equal  benefit  »to  every  taxing  district 
through  which  it  extends.  The  relators 
contend  for  a  method  of  taxation  that  rec- 
ognizes differences  of  value  of  different 
parts  of  the  same  line,  a  localization  of 
such  property  for  taxation,  and  an  appor- 
tionment of  values  accordingly  as  necessary 
to  meet  the  demands  of  the  constitutional 
requirement  of  uniformity.  It  is  not  for 
us  to  say  that  the  method  adopted  by  the 
legislature  is  the  most  approved,  and  comes 
nearest  reaching  an  ideal  state  in  the  levy- 
ing and  collection  of  the  public  revenues. 
Yet  it  is  quite  true  that  this  plan  has 
been  warmly  commended  by  courts  of  last 
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resort  of  many  of  the  states  and  of  tho 
United  States  as  best  calculated  to  more 
nearly  approach  perfect  uniformity  than 
any  other  plan  that  has  heretofore  been  de- 
vised. It  may  be,  and  possibly  is,  true 
that  legislative  provisions  might  be  enacted 
in  the  interest  of  more  just  and  equitable 
taxation  that  would  allow  some  latitude  on 
the  part  of  an  assessing  body  clothed  with 
the  power  to  value  and  assess  railway 
property  to  vary  the  value  of  different 
parts  of  a  railway  line  in  the  distribution 
of  the  value  of  the  whole  to  conform  to  the 
improvements  made  and  character  of  the 
property  assessed  in  the  different  localities 
through  which  the  right  of  way  and  road- 
bed extends.  It  is,  however,  for  us, to  de- 
termine only  as  best  we  may  whether  the 
plan  of  valuing  and  assessing  railway  prop* 
«rty  as  adopted  by  the  legislature  is  in  con- 
flict with  fundamental  law.  The  courts 
have  generally  recognized  that  upon  legal 
principles  and  as  a  practical  question  the 
properties  of  a  railroad  company,  because 
of  their  peculiar  character,  can  best  be  as- 
sessed by  one  assessing  body,  and  cannot 
with  any  d'^gree  of  satisfaction  be  left  with 
local  assessing  officers.  The  wisdom  and  ne- 
•cessity  for  a  taxing  body  having  authority 
and  jurisdiction  over  the  territory  covered 
by  all  the  property  of  a  railroad  company, 
And  with  power  to  assess  th^  whole  of  such 
property,  and  to  fix  values  which  would  be 
uniform  over  the  different  lines  of  rail- 
roads to  be  assessed,  seems  so  apparent  that 
argument  can  scarcely  add  anything.  At 
least,  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  those 
having  to  do  with  the  subject  of  taxation 
have  in  very  many  of  the  states  of  the 
Union  brought  about  plans  for  the  assess- 
ment of  properties  of  this  character  by  one 
assessing  body,  and  this  method  is  now 
■quite  generally  resorted  to  as  the  best  solu- 
tion of  a  difficult  problem  of  railroad  taxa- 
tion. As  to  those  properties  which  have  no 
fixed  situs,  such  as  the  rolling  stock,  fran- 
chises, and  other  intangible  property,  it  is 
•difficult  to  conceive  of  any  more  just  or 
•equitable  scheme  or  plan  than  to  find  the 
value  of  the  whole  and*  distribute  the  same 
throughout  the  different  taxTng  jurisdic- 
tions according  to  the  distance  of  t}\e  line 
of  road  situated  in  each  district  for  whose 
benefit  taxes  are  levied.  In  a  measure, 
this  same  principle,  it  is  manifest,  obtains 
in  respect  of  the  line  of  a  railroad,  includ- 
ing all  properties  necessary  and  used  in  its 
-operation  in  the  accomplishment  of  the  ob- 
jects of  its  incorporation.  Carried  to  its 
logical  conclusion,  the  contention  of  the  re- 
lators would  require  the  assessment  of  every 
fractional  part  of  a  railroad  within  any  tax- 
ing district  as  separate  and  independent 
property,  the  aggregate  of  these  several  val-  i 
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ues  representing  the  value  of  the  entire 
property  within  the  state.  No  two  miles  of 
a  railway  system,  if  regard  be  had  solely  to 
the  real  estate  composing  the  roadbed  and 
right  of  way,  the  cost  of  construction,  and 
the  value  of  the  superstructures  and  build- 
ings thereon  necessary  for  the  operation  of 
the  road,  would  be  exactly  the  same.  Each 
taxing  district  would  have  located  therein 
property  of  a  value  peculiar  to  itself  and 
to  no  other,  and,  if  the  rule  of  uniformity 
be  observed,  an  assessment  must  be  made 
of  such  property  according  to  its  value  as 
thus  localized.  Must  all  railway  property 
be  thus  localized  for  the  purposes  of  taxa- 
tion? The  assessment  of  the  property, 
which  is  the  subject  of  the  present  contro- 
versy, and  the  validity  of  which  is  chal- 
lenged, was  made  by  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  under  the  old  revenue  act 
(Comp.  Stat.  1901,  chap.  77,  art.  1).  The 
provisions  assailed  are  found  in  §§  39  and 
40  of  the  act.  The  provisions  of  the  new 
revenue  act  (CJobbey's  Anno,  Stat.  1903,  §§ 
10,484,  10,485,  and  10,486)  in  regard  to  the 
questions  herein  being  considered  are  be- 
lieved to  be  in  all  material  respects  the 
same  as  the  provisions  of  the  old  law.  By 
§  39,  art.  1,  chap.  77,  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  it 
is  made  the  duty  of  certain  officers  of  every 
railroad  company  doing  business  in  this 
state  and  having  property  therein  subject 
to  taxation  to  file  schedules  under  oath  of 
the  property  of  such  company  with  the 
state  auditor  at  a  time  as  therein  stated. 
The  schedule  is  required  to  disclose  the 
number  of  miles  of  such  railroad  in  each 
organized  county,  and  the  total  number  of 
miles  in  the  state,  including  the  roadbed, 
right  of  way,  superstructures  thereon 
main  and  side  tracks,  depot  buildings  and 
depot  grounds,  section  and  tool  houses,  roll- 
ing stock,  and  personal  property  necessary 
for  the  construction,  repairs,  or  successful 
operation  of  such  railroad  lines;  ^'provided, 
however,"  sajrs  the  statute,  "that  all  ma- 
chine and  repair  shops,  general  office  build- 
ings, store  houses,  and  also  all  real  and  per- 
sonal property,  outside  of  said  riglit  of 
way  and  depot  grounds  as  aforesaid,  of  and 
belonging  to  any  such  railroad  and  tele- 
graph companies,  shall  be  listed  for  pur- 
poses of  taxation  by  the  principal  officers 
or  agents  of  such  companies,  with  the  pre- 
cinct assessors  of  any  precinct  of  the  coun- 
ty where  such  real  or  personal  prop- 
erty may  be  situated,  in  the  manner 
provided  by  law  for  the  listing  and  valu- 
ation of  real  and  personal  property."  By 
the  succeeding  section  authority  is  giv- 
en to  the  State  Board  of  Equalization  to 
value  and  assess  all  property  required  to 
be  listed  and  returned  to  the  auditor  of 
public  accounts  at  its  actual  value  for  each 
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mile  of  said  road  or  line,  the  value  of  each 
mile  to  hfi  determined  by  dividing  the  sum 
of  the  whole  valuation  by  the  number  of 
miles  of  such  road  or  line.     It  is'  also  made 
the  duty  of  the  auditor  to  certify  to  th« 
county    clerks    of    the    several    counties  in 
which   the  property  of  the  corporation  or 
any  part  thereof  may  be  situated  the'  as- 
sessment per  mile  so  made  on  the  property 
of  such  corporation,  specifying  the  number 
of  miles  and  amount  in  each  of  such  coun- 
ties.   The  value  of  the  whole,  when  ascer- 
tained,  is   by  this   method   apportioned   to 
the  several  counties,  to\vnships,  cities,  and 
villages    and    other    subdivisions    through 
which  such  railway  line  extends  according 
to  the  number  of  miles  of  railroad  situated 
in  such  subdivision.     It  is  further  declared 
that  all  such  property  shall,  for  the  pur- 
pose   of    taxation,    be    deemed    "personal 
property,"  and  placed  on  the  tax  lists  as 
thereinafter  provided.    It  will  be  observed 
that  in  the  assessment  of  railroad  property 
under  this  statute  no  property  located  off 
the  right  of  way  is  assessed  by  the  state 
board,   and   that   there   are   certain   excep- 
tions   as    to    property,   which    is   specified, 
which  is  situated  on  the  right  of  way.     It 
is  only  the  lines  of  railways,  including  su- 
perstructures, appurtenances,  and  property 
on  the  right  of  way  necessary  to  the  suc- 
cessful operation  of  the  road,  and  the  roll- 
ing stock  and  franchises,  that  are  required 
to  be  assessed  by  the  state  board  as  a  unit. 
In  Adams  County  v.  Kansas  City  d  0. 
R,  Co.  (Neb.)  99  N.  W.  245,  this  court  had 
occasion   to   construe   the   language  of  the 
proviso  found  in  §  39,  and  it  is  there  held 
that  the  phrase  ''outside  of  said  right  of 
way,"  etc.,  qualifies  only  the  word  "proper- 
ty" immediately  preceding  it,  and  not  the 
specific  terms  used  in  the  enumeration  of 
other  property  therein.     Accepting  this  as 
a  correct  construction,  as  we  do,  and  keep- 
ing in  view  the  entire  act  relating  to  the 
subject,  it  becomes  obvious  that  the  legis- 
lative intendment  was  to  enlarge  the  situs 
of  the  property  of  a  railway  company  nec- 
essary for  and  used  in  the  construction  of 
its  lines  and  the  prosecution  of  its  business 
so  as  to  cover  the  entire  line  of  its  roadbed 
and  T\0\t  of  way.     All  of  this  property  is 
so  intimately  related  to  each  of  the  differ- 
ent parts,  and  so  connected  together,  that 
it  is,  it  seems,  appropriate  and  legal  to  so 
treat  and  regard  it  when  fixing  its  value 
for   assessment  purposes   and  apportioning 
the    value    to    the    different    tax    districts 
through  which  the  road  extends.     A  clear 
understanding  of  the  character  of  the  prop- 
erty of  a  railway  company,  which  the  stat- 
ute requires  to  be  valued  and  assessed  as  a 
unit  and  the  value  distributed  on  a  mileage 
basis,  is  necessary  to  an  intelligent  under- 
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standing  and  application  of  the  principles 
underlying  the  taxation  of  this  species  of 
property  and  of  the  decisions  of  the  courts 
of    other    states    relating    to    the    subject. 
The    supreme    court    of    Tennessee,    in    the 
cases  of  Chattanooga  v.  Nashville,  C,  d  St. 
L.  B.  Co.  7  Lea,  561,  and  Nashville,  C.  ^ 
8t.  L.  R,  Co.  V.  Franklin  County,  12  Lea, 
521,  by  its  opinions  therein  comes  nearest 
supporting   the    contention   of   counsel    for 
relators,  and  yet  these  cases  are,  we  think, 
clearly  distinguishable,  and  are  not  author- 
ity of  a  decisive  character  in  the  determi- 
nation of  the  questions  as  presented  in  the 
case  at  bar.     In  the  first  case  cited  all  tho 
property     of     whatever     description,     and 
wherever  situated,  was,  for  the  purpose  of 
taxation   under   the   statute,   being   consid- 
ered to  be  thrown  together  as  a  unit  or  as 
one  property,  valued  as  a  whole,  and  the 
value   distributed  on   a  mileage   basis.     In 
the  latter   decision  of  that  court  judicial 
sanction  is  given  to  the  validity  of  an  as- 
sessing statute  very    similar  to  the  one  im- 
der  consideration,  except  that  it  was  held 
that  depots  have  a  ]ocal  situs,  and  should 
be  assessed  accordingly.     But  the  reasoning 
by    which    this    conclusion    is    reached,    as 
counsel  well  says,  is  somewhat  bewildering. 
In  a   discussion   of  the  character  of   rail- 
road property  required  to  be  assessed  by  the 
State  Board  of  Equalization  and  the  rea- 
sons  for   legislation   providing  for  the  as- 
sessment of  such  property  as  a  imit,  the 
total  value  thereof  to  be  distributed  on  a 
mileage  basis,  this  court  has  expressed  it- 
self in  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Richard- 
son County,  61  Neb.  519,  85  N.  W.  532,  as 
follows:     "llie   common-sense   view   of   the 
subject  would   seem  to  be  that  such   pur- 
pose was  to  enable  the  proper  authorities 
to   distribute   the   avails  of  such   taxation 
equitably      among   all   the  municipal   sub- 
divisions through  which  a  road  may  pass 
in   the   ratio   which    the   number   of   miles 
within  each  subdivision  bears  to  the  total 
number  of  miles  of  road  within  the  state, 
treating  each  mile  as  equal  in  value  to  every 
other  mile,  and  regardless  of  whence  came 
the  power  under  which  any  particular  por- 
tion of  the  road  is  constructed.     A  railroad 
might   have   vast   terminals   at   one   point, 
worth  as  much  as  the  remainder  of  the  line, 
though  it  extended  through  a  dozen  coun- 
ties.    The  subdivision  in  which  these  termi- 
nals are  located  is  not,  under  this  law,  per- 
mitted to  reap  an  advantage  over  other  lo- 
calities, by  reason  of  the  mere  accident  of 
location,    but    must    share    its    advantages 
with  these  others  pro  rata.    That  evidently 
is  the  reason  behind  and  under  this  legis- 
lation.    How  a  franchise  has  been  acquired, 
or  whether  a  particular  portion  of  a  line 
is  more  expensive  to  construct  than  others* 
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is  unimportant  in  determining  whether  the 
property  should  be  taxed  locally  or  other- 
wise. As  a  matter  of  fact,  this  inequality 
of  value  was  the  principal  motive  for  the 
legislation,  which  sought  to  obviate  the 
evils  attendant  upon  such  a  state  of  facts. 
Without  such  inequality,  no  legislation 
would  have  been  necessary,  the  general  laws 
being  in  that  event  adequate  for  the  pur- 
pose." While  the  constitutionality  of  the 
statute  was  not  directly  involved,  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  subject  is  valuable  as  show- 
ing the  reasons  for  treating  and  assessing 
rnilroad  property  as  a  unit,  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  separating  it  into  fractional  parts, 
each  piece,  for  the  purpose  of  assessment, 
to  be  localized,  and  treated  as  a  specific  item 
of  property  having  a  value  independent  of 
the  other  portions  of  the  whole.  In  Cooley 
on  Taxation,  3d  ed.  vol.  1,  p.  693,  it  is  ob- 
served by  the  eminent  author:  "The  prop- 
erty of  railroad  and  canal  companies  con- 
stitutes a  legitimate  class  of  property  for 
the  purposes  of  taxation;  a  class  which,  in 
order  to  treat  it  fairly  in  the  matter  of 
taxation,  must  be  treated  separately.  In- 
deed, the  difficulties  of  assessing,  in  the 
same  way  that  property  in  general  is  as- 
sessed, lines  of  railroad  extending  through 
many  municipalities,  are  so  great  and  so 
obvious  that  in  many  states  it  is  not  at- 
tempted, and  a  franchise  tax  is  imposed  as 
a  substitute  for  all  other  taxation.  But  in 
other  states  a  railroad  is  listed,  assessed, 
and  valued  aa  an  entirety,  and  the  value  is 
then  apportioned  for  taxation  among  the 
several  municipalities  by  some  standard 
prescribed  by  law,  which  generally  is  the 
length  of  line  within  the  municipalities  re- 
spectively. There  is  no  constitutional  ob- 
jection to  that  method  of  taxing  this 
species  of  property,  and  it  is  perhaps  more 
just  than  any  other." 

The  supreme  court  of  Colorado,  in  the 
case  of  Ames  v.  People,  26  Colo.  83,  56  Pac. 
666,  in  passing  upon  a  controversy  identi- 
cal in  principle  with  one  in  the  case  at  bar, 
upholds  the  validity  .of  statutory  enact- 
ments providing  for  one  body  to  value  and 
assess  all  the  property  of  a  railway  com- 
pany aa  a  unit,  and  to  distribute  the  value 
upon  a  mileage  basis.  The  constitutional 
provisions  as  to  uniformity  in  that  state, 
while  not  the  same,  are  substantially  so 
in  principle,  and  the  necessity  for  equality 
of  taxation  is  recognized  in  the  decision 
rendered.  In  the  opinion  it  is  said:  "In 
the  method  of  laying  a  tax,  either  as  to  the 
assessment  or  the  apportionment,  the  gen- 
eral assembly  is  not  restricted  by  the  Con- 
stitution; and,  imless  the  legislation  is  pal- 
pably unjust,  oppressive,  or  inadequate, 
courts  will  not  substitute  their  judgment 
for  that  of  the  legislature.  Many  tribunals 
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of  final  resort,  including  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States  and  our  own  court,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  cases  already  cited, 
have  held  that  the  method  of  ascertaining 
and  distributing  values  of  railroad  property 
like  that  prescribed  in  the  statute  under 
consideration,  if  not  the  only  rational  one, 
is  at  least  the  best  and  fairest  thus  far  in- 
vented." And  further  on  in  the  same  opin- 
ion the  court  treats  the  subject  in  the  fol- 
lowing manner:  "It  follows  that,  in  order 
to  secure  a  just  valuation  for  taxation  of 
this  class  of  property,  all  of  it  that  is  used 
for  the  convenient  and  proper  operation  of 
the  railway  may  be  assessed  as  a  unit,  and 
the  valuation  thus  ascertained  may  be  ap- 
portioned to  the  various  taxing  districts 
upon  a  mileage  basis.  Indeed,  construing, 
as  we  should,  §§3  and  10  together,  such  of 
the  property  of  a  railroad  company,  real 
and  personal,  as  is  used  for  the  convenient 
and  proper  operation  of  its  railway,  can 
properly  only  be  assessed  and  apportioned 
for  taxation  as  a  unit;  and  the  apportion- 
ment upon  a  mileage  basis,  as  this  act  pre- 
scribes, will  come  as  near  to  doing  exact 
justice  as  it  is  possible  to  do.  .  .  .  This 
method  of  apportionment,  in  our  judgment, 
gives  to  each  local  taxing  district  its  just 
proportion  of  tax;  that  is  to  say,  each  tax- 
ing district  gets  for  purposes  of  taxation 
the  just  valuation  of  the  property  physic- 
ally situate  within  its  territorial  limits,  for 
the  value  of  property  situate  therein  cannot 
be  made  to  depend  upon  its  so-called  nat- 
ural situs,  entirely  disassociated  from  the 
use  made  of  it.  But  that  value  in  great 
measure  depends  upon  its  connection  with 
every  other  part  of  the  corporation  prop- 
erty so  used,  and  situate  in  every  other  tax- 
ing district  in  which  any  part  of  its  rail- 
road lies,  considered  always  in  connection 
with  the  character  of  the  use  made  of  it. 
Thus  the  command  of  the  Constitution  is 
obeyed,  and  in  fact  to  each  taxing  district 
is  given  a  fair  valuation  of  the  railroad 
property  within  its  territorial  limits;  and 
that  is  all  the  section  requires."  Says  the 
supreme  court  of  Michigan:  "The  pro- 
priety of  treating  aggregations  of  property 
as  a  unit  is  as  natural  and  proper  for  the 
purposes  of  assessment  as  for  sale,  and  this 
is  especially  so,  where  the  various  articles 
are  so  essential  to  the  purpose  for  which 
they  are  combined  that  the  withdrawal  of 
one  or  any  class  would  destroy,  or  substan- 
tially impair,  the  use  of  all  for  the  purposes 
to  which  in  their  new  form  they  are 
adapted."  Detroit  Citizens*  Street  R.  Co.  v. 
Detroit,  125  Mich.  673,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  589, 
85  N.  W.  96,  86  N.  W.  809.  In  People  ex 
rel  Chicago  v.  State  Board,  205  111.  296,  68 
N.  E.  943,  it  is  said:  "The  right  of  way 
of  a  railroad  company  cannot  be  cut  up, 
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for  the  purposes  of  assessment,  into  parts, 
either  by  dividing  it  into  sections  by  the 
lines  of  the  different  taxing  bodies  which 
it  crosses,  or  by  severing  from  its  main 
track  the  portions  that  lie  outside  of  some 
arbitrary  line  drawn  through  the  center  of 
the  right  of  way.  A  railroad  is  a  unit,  and 
for  the  purposes  of  assessment  its  right  of 
way  must  be  treated  as  a  whole.  The 
switch  or  side  track  at  which  it  receives 
coal,  grain,  stock,  or  freight  in  a  country 
village  is  as  essential  to  the  successful  op- 
eration of  the  road  as  is  the  switch  or  side 
track  in  the  city  at  which  the  articles 
which  it  handles  as  a  common  carrier  are 
discharged;  and  the  land  upon  which  its 
side  or  second  track  and  turnouts,  and  its 
station,  machine  shops,  roundhouses,  etc., 
stand,  is  as  necessary  to  the  successful  op- 
eration of  the  road  and  as  much  a  part  of 
its  right  of  way  as  the  land  upon  which  its 
main  track  is  laid;  and  the  value  of  each 
piece  of  its  right  of  way  must  be  deter- 
mined by  taking  into  consideration  the 
value  of  the  entire  right  of  way,  rather 
than  the  value  of  each  piece  for  commercial 
purposes  wholly  disconnected  from  the  use 
to  which  it  has  been  applied,  as  compared 
with  contiguous  property  used  for  purposes 
other  than  right  of  way."  Many  other  au- 
thorities could  be  cited,  but  the  foregoing 
give  a  very  accurate  idea  of  the  trend  of 
judicial  opinions  regarding  the  propriety 
and  legality  of  this  method  of  assessing  the 
property  of  railway  companies.  The  prin- 
ciples justifying  the  assessment  of  railroad 
properties  as  a  unit,  and  distributing  the 
value  on  a  mileage  ba.sis  to  the  different  tax 
districts  through  which  the  railway  line  or 
track  extends,  seem  to  be  that  in  fact  and 
in  legal  contemplation  for  the  purpose  of 
assessment,  use,  and  sale  such  property  may 
rightfully  be  regarded  as  a  physical  whole 
or  one  entire  property  extending  over  the 
whole  line  of  the  railway,  the  value  of 
which  depends  not  on  any  separate  or  frac- 
tional part,  but  upon  the  whole  of  the  prop- 
erty as  an  entirety. 

The  fundamental  idea  underlying  the  re- 
lators* contention  as  to  the  proper  method 
of  local  taxation  of  these  properties  is  that 
the  fractional  parts  of  the  different  rail- 
way companies  located  in  the  city  of  Omaha 
consisting  of  the  depot  grounds,  main  track, 
and  side  tracks,  and  the  structures  thereon, 
have  a  fixed  and  natural  situs,  and  that 
they  are  of  themselves  of  special  value 
greatly  in  excess  of  other  portions  of  equal 
length  of  the  linos  of  which  they  are  parts, 
and  that  such  values  are  separable  from  the 
remainder;  and  therefore,  to  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Constitution  as  to  uni- 
formity, and  to  the  end  that  all  property 
shall  bear  its  just  {•roportion  of  the  burdens 
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of  taxation  in  the  district  where  it  is  situ- 
ated, these  properties  should  be  localized 
in  the  taxing  district  in  which  they  are 
physically  situated,  and  assessed  upon  their 
separate  values  for  municipal  purposes.  Of 
course,  if  we  assume  that  such  properties 
have  a  legal  situs  and  an  ascertainable 
value  of  themselves  within  the  limits  of  the 
municipality,  separate  and  apart  from  the 
remainder  of  the  line,  and  are  possessed  of 
a  greatly  enhanced  value  over  other  por- 
tions of  the  main  track  of  equal  extent, 
the  contention  of  relators  is  conceded,  and 
there  is  left  no  room  for  discussion  or  argu- 
ment. 

The  principle  underlying  the  legislation 
complained  of  undoubtedly  is  that  every 
portion  of  the  property  of  a  railway  com- 
pany going  to  make  up  the  whole  is  inter- 
dependent, and  that  the  situs  must  be  de- 
termined with  respect  to  the  entire  property, 
and  not  any  fractional  portion  of  it.  The 
legislature  has  fixed,  or  undertaken  to  fix, 
the  legal  situs  of  a  railroad  where  the  or- 
ganic structure  is,  in  all  the  counties  and 
subordinate  districts  through  which  the 
road  is  constructed,  and  has  provided  for 
the  apportionment  of  a  share  of  the  total 
value  to  each  taxing  district  in  proportion 
to  the  length  of  the  main  track  in  such 
district,  upon  which  taxes  are  to  be  levied 
for  all  purposes.  It  is  the  fractional  pro- 
portion of  the  whole  distributed  to  any 
one  taxing  district  that  represents  the  tax- 
able property  of  such  railway  line  in  such 
district,  rather  than  the  physical  property 
found  therein.  This  method  does  not  ef- 
fectuate a  moving  about  of  property  hav- 
ing a  fixed  place  of  location, — a  change  of 
situs, — ^but  amounts  only  to  the  valuing  of 
the  whole  as  a  unit,  and  the  distribution 
of  the  total  value  along  the  line  and 
throughout  the  extent  of  the  physical  prop- 
erty on  what  is  regarded  as  a  fair,  just, 
and  equitable  basis.  The  nature  and  char- 
acteristics of  the  property  are  such  as  to 
render  it  incapable  of  division  into  frag- 
mentary parts  and  t}ie  valuing  of  each  of 
such  parts  for  assessment  purposes  as 
though  it  were  a  separate  and  distinct  item 
of  property  having  a  location  in  a  partic- 
ular taxing  jurisdiction.  These  properties 
have  no  market  value  when  considered  in 
fractional  parts.  Railroad  properties  are 
bought  and  sold  as  an  entirety.  The  real 
estate  on  which  the  right  of  way  is  located 
cannot  be  valued  in  a  commercial  sense  aa 
so  many  acres,  or  as  lots  and  blocks,  since 
its  value  in  such  cases  is  determined  in  a 
large  measure  by  reason  of  the  use  to  which 
it  is  put,  and  the  improvements  thereon, 
and  then  only  in  connection  with  the  other 
property  of  which  it  forms  a  part.  The 
legislature  has  declared  that  the  property 
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of  railroad  companies  required  to  be  valued 
iind  assessed  by  the  State  Board  of  Equal- 
ization should,  for  the  purposes  of  levy- 
ing and  collecting  taxes,  be  regarded  as 
personal  property.  If  this  legislative  dec- 
laration is  to  be  given  force,  then  the  right 
to  enact  and  the  validity  of  the  enactment 
providing  for  a  distributive  valuation  on  a 
mileage  basis  would  necessarily  follow. 
There  will,  we  apprehend,  be  no  serious  con- 
tention against  the  power  of  the  legislature 
to,  by  rule  of  law,  fix  the  situs  of  all  such 
property  (if  it  may  be  regarded  as  person- 
alty) for  purposes  of  taxation.  In  Mis- 
^ouriy  K.  d  T,  R.  Co.  v.  Labette  County,  9 
Kan.  App.  545,  59  Pac.  383,  the  Kansas 
€Ourt  of  appeals  says:  "Under  §  6873, 
<5€n.  Stat.  1889,  ...  all  property  used 
or  held  by  a  railway  company  for  the  pur- 
pose of  operating  its  railroad,  including  its 
roadbed,  ri^ht  of  way,  etc.,  is  to  be  ap- 
praised and  assessed  as  personal  property. 
The  statute  declaring  such  property  person- 
al property  for  the  purposes  of  assessing  a 
tax  against  it,  it  follows  that  such  tax 
inust.be  collected  as  a  tax  upon  personal 
property.  .  .  .  The  legislature  had  the 
power  to  enact  the  statute  declaring  the 
ri/yht  of  way,  roadbed,  and  other  property 
Iield  or  used  in  the  operation  of  the  rail- 
road to  be  personal  property  for  the  pur- 
poses of  taxation."  In  Amea  v.  People,  26 
Colo.  83,  56  Pac.  656,  the  court  says: 
"'The  whole  argument,  however,  is  based  up- 
on the  proposition  that  the  property  is  aa- 
Hessed  not  where  it  is  physically  situated, 
but  all  along  the  main  track,  each  munic- 
ipal corporation  being  given  for  taxation 
a  value  dependent,  not  upon  the  actual 
value  of  the  property  therein  physically  lo- 
cated, but  only  such  value  of  the  entire 
property  of  the  corporation  as  the  length 
of  the  main  track  in  the  municipality  bears 
to  the  total  length  of  the  line.  This  meth- 
od of  distribution  is  said  to  be  contrary  to 
the  rule  that  property  must  be  taxed  at 
its  actual  situs.  But  it  is  settled  by  a 
long  line  of  decisions  that  this  rule  is  mere- 
ly the  law  of  the  state  that  recognizes  it; 
hence,  being  a  matter  of  legislation,  it  is 
entirely  competent  for  the  legislature,  un- 
less restrained  by  the  Constitution,  to  fix, 
for  the  purposes  of  taxation,  the  situs  of 
both  real  and  personal  property."  The  Ar- 
kansas supreme  court,  regarding  a  similar 
•question,  states  the  principle  as  follows: 
**The  nature  of  the  property  justifies  classi- 
fication and  separation  from  the  body  of 
the  real  estate  upon  the  grounds  that  justi- 
fy the  separate  classification  of  realty  and 
personalty.  The  requirement  of  an  anniial 
assessment  of  railways  affords,  therefore, 
no  greater  cause  for  complaint  than  does 
the  like  requirement  for  personal  property, 
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and  the  complaint  of  discrimination  is 
groundless."  8t,  Louis,  I.  M,  d  8.  R.  Co. 
V.  Worthen,  52  Ark.  529,  7  L.  R.  A.  374, 
13  S.  W.  254.  The  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  in  Columbus  Southern  R. 
Co,  V.  Wright,  151  U.  S.  470,  38  L.  ed. 
238,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  396,  has  said:  "The 
roadway  itself  of  a  railroad  depends  for  its 
value  upon  the  traffic  of  the  company,  and 
not  merely  upon  the  narrow  strip  of  land 
appropriated  for  the  use  of  the  road  an4 
the  bars  and  cross-ties  thereon.  The  valuo 
of  the  roadway  at  any  given  time  is  not 
the  original  cost,  nor,  a  fortiori,  its  ulti- 
mate cost  after  years  of  expenditure  in  re- 
pairs and  improvements.  On  the  other 
hand,  its  value  cannot  be  determined  by  as- 
certaining the  value  of  the  land  included  in 
the  roadway  assessed  at  the  market  price 
of  adjacent  lands  and  adding  the  value  of 
the  cross-ties,  rails,  and  spikes.  The  value 
of  land  depends  largely  upon  the  use  to 
which  it  can  be  put  and  the  character  of 
the  improvements  upon  it.  The  assessable 
value,  for  taxation,  of  a  railroad  track,  ca^ 
only  be  determined  by  looking  at  the  ele- 
ments on  which  the  financial  condition  of 
the  company  depends,  its  traffic,  as  evi- 
denced by  the  rolling  stock  and  gross  earn- 
in£r«.  in  connection  with  its  capital  stock. 
No  local  estimate  of  the  fraction  in  one 
county  of  a  railroad  track  running  through 
several  counties  can  be  based  upon  suffi- 
cient data  to  make  it  at  all  reliable,  unless, 
indeed,  the  local  assessors  are  furnished 
with  the  means  of  estimating  the  whole 
road."  Again,  it  is  said  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Wisconsin  in  State  ex  rel,  Milv^au- 
kee  Steet  R.  Co,  v.  Anderson,  90  Wis.  550, 
63  N.  W.  746:  "The  utter  impracticabil- 
ity, not  to  say  impossibility,  of  treating  it 
as  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of  taxation, 
is  illustrated  not  only  from  the  results  that 
might  follow  tax  sales,  but  in  attempting 
to  assess  it  as  such  under  the  provision  that 
'all  real  property  not  expressly  exempt  from 
taxation  shall  be  entered  upon  the  assess- 
ment roll  in  the  assessment  district  where 
it  lies,*  .  .  .  and  is  well  illustrated  by 
the  present  case,  where  the  property  claimed 
to  be  real  estate  has  a  physical  location 
in  twenty-one  assessment  districts.  How 
could  it  be  entered  on  the  rolls  by  lots  and 
blocks,  or  by  reference  to  plat  or  deed,  or 
how,  otherwise,  under  §§1045  and  1040 
[Rev.  Stat.  1878]?  It  is  part  on  and 
part  in  the  soil  and  part  in  the  air.  How 
are  the  twenty-one  assessors  to  assess  and 
value  the  tracks,  ties,  poles,  trolley  wires, 
etc.,  with  certainty,  and  in  an  intelligible 
manner,  in  so  many  parcels?  And  are  th? 
twenty-one  assessments  to  be  followed  by 
as  many  separate  taxes  and  tax  sales  in 
case  of  nonpayment?  It  seems  to  us  entire- 
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ly  clear  that  this  property  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  real  estate  for  the  purposes  of 
taxation,  and  that  it  is  not  the  'land'  and 
*real  property'  described  in  these  sections 
for  assessment  and  taxation;  and,  as  al- 
ready stated,  it  seems  perfectly  plain  from 
the  statute  .  .  .  that  this  property  is 
required  by  law  to  be  assessed  and  taxed. 
.  .  .  In  view  of  the  use  made  of  the 
specific  lots  upon  which  the  power  houses 
are  situated,  and  upon  a  fair  construction 
of  the  statute,  and  with  a  view  to  carry  out 
its  evident  meaning,  we  hold  that  such  real 
estate,  thus  devoted  to  such  uses,  is  not  the 
real  property  required  by  §  1039  [Rev.  Stat. 
1878]  to  be  'entered  upon  the  assessment 
roll  in  the  assessment  district  where  it 
lies;*  it  having  acquired  a  peculiar  char- 
acter in  the  law  by  reason  of  having  become 
a  part  of  the  entirety  of  a  property,  sub- 
ject only  to  assessment  and  taxation  as  an 
entirety  in  the  assessment  district  where 
the  corporation  owning  it  has  its  principal 
office  and  place  of  business."  We  are  satis- 
fled  upon  principle  and  authorities  cited 
that  the  legislature  has  not  exceeded  its 
powers  in  providing,  as  it  has  done,  for  the 
assessment  of  the  property  of  a  railway 
company  as  a  unit,  and  the  distribution  of 
the  value  thus  ascertained  over  the  entire 
line  of  the  railway  assessed,  and  to  the  dif- 
ferent tax  districts  and  municipalities  in- 
to which  the  roadbed  or  right  of  way  ex- 
tendB  on  a  mileage  basis;   that  when  the 


values  are  thus  ascertained  and  apjwr- 
tioned,  and  the  distributive  share  assigned 
to  any  one  district  or  municipality,  such 
proportionate  share  legally  represents  the 
value  of  the  fractional  part  of  the  entire 
property  situated  in  such  district  or  munic- 
ipality for  the  purposes  of  municipal  tax- 
ation, and  that  the  fundamental  law  as  to 
uniformity  is  not  violated  by  such  a  scheme 
of  assessment  and  distribution  of  values  of 
the  entire  property. 

It  is  also  contended  that  the  sections  of 
the  statute  providing  for  an  assessment  of 
railway  property  by  the  State  Board  of 
Equalization  is  void  because  of  the  alleged 
deprivation  of  property  by  taxation  without 
due  process  of  law,  in  that  no  sufficient  no- 
tice is  given  of  the  meeting  of  the  State 
Board  of  Equalization  when  assessing  such 
property.  This  question  has  been  under 
consideration  for  some  time,  and  is  dis- 
posed of  in  an  opinion  in  the  case  of  Chi- 
cago,  B,  d  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Richardson  County 
(Neb.)  100  N.  W.  950.  On  the  authority 
of  that  decision  these  sections  in  respect  of 
the  objection  urged  against  them,  of  which 
we  have  just  made  mention,  must  be  held 
valid.  The  constitutionality  of  these  sec- 
tions is  also  upheld  in  that  opinion  as  to 
other  objections  herein  discussed. 

The  application  'for  a  peremptory  torit  of 

I  mandamus  should  be  denied,  which  is  ac- 

I  cordingly  done. 


OKLAHOMA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Alioe  DAVIS,  Plff.  in  Err., 
K.  D.  FRY. 


(. 


.Okla.. 


.) 


^IVhen     surface     iiraters     hy     natviral 
dralnave  collect  In  a  natural  baaln  or 

depression  apon  the  premises  of  a  dominant 
tenement,  and  escape  therefrom  only  by  per- 
colation or  evaporation,  forming  thereby  a 
lake  or  pond,  permanent  In  Its  character,  the 
waters  so  collected  and  coming  to  rest  lose  the 
character  of  surface  water,  and  may  not  by 
artificial  means,  other  than  that  Incident  to 
the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  be  drained  to  the 
damage  of  a  servient  tenement,  without  lia- 
bility in  damages  for  such  act. 

(September  2,   1904.) 

*Headnote  by  Gillette^  J. 

Note. — As  to  what  are  surface  waters,  see 
also  In  this  series  Cairo,  V.  &  C.  B.  Co.  v.  Bre- 
voort,  25  L.  R.  A.  527  and  note;  Fordham  v. 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  60  L.  R.  A.  556,  and  Uhl 
v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  68  L.  R.  A.  138. 
--^  L.  R.  A. 


ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Blaine 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  the  alleged  unlawful  casting  of 
surface  water  upon  plaintiff's  property. 
Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Gillette,  J.: 

This  action  w^as  originally  commenced  in 
the  probate  court  of  Blaine  county,  and, 
after  trial  and  judgment  therein,  appealed  to 
the  district  court.  It  appears  from  the 
pleadings  in  the  case  that  at  the  time  of 
commencing  the  action  the  plaintiff  waa  the 
lessee  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  the  north- 
west quarter  of  section  17,  township  16, 
range  11,  Blaine  county,  Okl.  T.,  and  at  the 
time  of  the  injury  complained  of  had  grow- 
ing thereon  a  crop  of  corn.  The  defendant. 
Alice  Davis,  was  the  owner  of  the  southwest 
quarter  of  section  8,  township  16,  range  11, 
upon  which  there  was  a  depression  which  at 
various  times  in  the  year  contained  more  or 
less  water  as  the  result  of  drainage  of  sur- 
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rounding  lands,  making  a  loke  or  pond  of 
some  10  or  15  acres,  which  was  retained 
there  by  the  natural  conformation  of  the 
land  until  absorbed  or  evaj)orated;  that  the 
defendant  caused  a  ditch  to  be  excavated  of 
such  depth  and  extent  as  to  drain,  said  de- 
pression and  cause  the  water  accumulating 
there  to  immediately  flow  off  through  such 
drain,  which  it  did  at  the  time  complained 
of,  and  over  and  onto  the  premises  of  plain- 
tiff, destroying  his  crop  there  growing,  and 
for  which  he  asked  judgment  in  damages. 
The  case  w^as  tried  to  the  court  without  a 
jury,  at  the  conclusion  of  which  trial  the  de- 
fendant requested  special  findings  of  fact  by 
the  court,  which  were  accordingly  made  as 
follows : 

"In  the  District  Court  of  Blaine  CJounty, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  November  Term,  1902. 
R.  D.  Fry,  Plaintiff,  v.  Alice  Davis,  Defend- 
ant.    Findings  of  the  Court. 

"Now  on  this  4th  day  of  December,  1902, 
the  court,  after  hearing  the  evidence,  argu- 
ment of  counsel,  and  being  fully  advised  in 
the  premises,  and  after  a  personal  inspec- 
tion of  the  premises  by  the  judge,  as  per  re- 
quest of  parties,  finds  the  following  facts: 

"(1)  That  the  plaintiff,  R.  D.  Fry,  as  the 
renter,  was  in  possession  of  the  northwest 
quarter  of  the  northwest  quarter  of  section 
17,  township  16,  range  11,  Blaine  county, 
Oklahoma  Territory,  and  in  the  lawful  and 
})eaceab]e  possession  thereof. 

''(2)  That  in  the  spring  of  1901  plaintiff 
plowed,  prepared,  and  planted  said  land  to 
oorn. 

"(3)  That  until  and  on  the  12th  day  of 
May,  1901,  said  crop  was  in  a  good  and  pros- 
perous condition. 

"(4)  That  plaintiff,  under  his  lease,  was 
to  pay  as  rent  for  said  land  one  third  of  said 
crop,  and  that  plaintiff  had  a  two-thirds  in- 
terest in  said  crop. 

"(5)  That  on  the  12th  day^f  May,  1901, 
prior  thereto,  and  ever  since,  fte  defendant, 
Alice  Davis,  was  and  is  the  owner  of  the 
stMithwest  quarter  of  section  8,  township  16, 
range  11,  in  said  county. 

"  { 6 )  That  in  the  spring  of  1901,  and  while 
the  defendant  was  the  owner  and  in  posses- 
sion of  said  southwest  quarter  of  section  8, 
township  16,  range  11,  the  defendant  caused 
to  be  dug  a  ditch  from  a  large  pond  located 
on  her  land,  across  and  over  her  said  lands, 
and  into  the  public  highway  between  tlio 
I  a  lid  ui  detendant  jukI  the  land  of  plaintiff, 
upon  which  plaintiff's  crop  Avas  growing. 

"(7)  That  said  pond  on  defendant's  land 
had  and  has  no  natural  outlet,  and  at  vari- 
ous times  of  the  year  is  filled  with  water 
from  a  large  area  of  surrounding  country, 
leaving  a  large  body  of  water  in  said  lake, 
from  one  to  two  and  a  half  feet  deep,  and 
covering  about  fifteen  acres, 
fin  L.  R.  A. 


"(8)  That  said  ditch  was  cut  by  the  de- 
fendant for  the  purpose  of  draining  the  wa- 
ter from  said  pond. 

"(9)  That  the  defendant,  by  the  cutting 
of  said  ditch,  turned  all  the  water  in  said 
pond  into  and  through  said  ditch,  over  and 
across  the  highway,  and  upon  the  land  leased 
by  plaintiff,  and  upon  which  his  crop  of  corn 
Avas  cultivated  and  growing,  caused  the  same 
to  be  inundated  and  covered  with  water  to 
the  depth  of  several  inches,  and  thereby  de- 
stroyed a  portion  of  plaintiff's  crop  of  corn, 
to  the  amount  of  about  fifteen  acres. 

"(10)  That  the  water  remained  on  said 
land,  and  continued  to  run  through  said 
ditch  from  said  pond,  until  stopped  by  the 
order  of  injunction  of  this  court. 

"(11)  That  said  ditch  is  about  fifty  rods 
long,  commencing  upon  defendant's  land 
from  said  pond,  over  and  across  defendant's 
line,  and  across  the  south  line  thereof,  and* 
to  within  forty-eight  feet  of  plaintiff's  corn 
ground. 

"(12)  That  said  ditch  was  cut  through  a 
hill  from  two  and  a  half  to  three  feet  higher 
than  the  bottom  of  said  pond. 

"(13)  That  said  ditch  was  not  cut  over  a 
natural  outlet  from  said  pond. 

"(14)  That  said  pond  is  filled  from  the 
drainage  of  the  surface  water  from  the  sur- 
rounding lands,  and  the  water  stands  and 
remains  until  the  same  evaporates  and  sinks 
away  in  the  ground. 

"(15)  That  there  was  no  considerable 
body  of  water  in  said  pond  when  said  de- 
fendant caused  the  ditch  to  be  dug. 

"(16)  That  said  ditch  did  not  fill  with 
water  until  May  12,  1901,  and  that  the  same 
filled  at  that  time  as  the  result  of  a  heavy 
rain  and  hail  storm. 

"  ( 17 )  There  were  no  ditches  or  other  arti- 
ficial means  used  to  control  or  collect  the 
water  that  was  gathered  in  the  pond  thereon 
by  defendant. 

"(18)  That  said  pond  was  not  fed  or  sup- 
plied by  any  spring,  streams,  swamps,  or 
lakes,  but  only  by  rain,  hail,  and  snow  fall- 
ing on  the  surrounding  lands,  which  was 
conducted  into  the  said  pond  by  the  natural 
surface  of  the  country  surrounding  it. 

"(19)  The  grass  growing  in  said  pond  is 
what  is  commonly  known  as  *pond  grass,'  of 
no  value  for  pasturage,  and  the  land  covered 
thereby  is  what  is  commonly  known  as 
'gumbo'  or  'hardpan/  and  of  no  value  for 
cultivation  of  crops  or  tillage. 

"(20)  The  said  ditcn  was  from  two  and  a 
half  to  throe  feet  wide  at  the  top.  and  from 
eighteen  inches  to  two  feet  at  the  bottom, 
and  was  filled  with  water  flowing  from  said 
pond  from  the  evening  of  May  12th  until 
stopped  by  the  order  of  injunction  of  thiR 
court. 

"(21)  That  plaintiff,  while  said  ditch  was 
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being  oonstructed,  warned  the  defendant  of 
the  danger  of  damage  to  him^  and  on  the 
17th  day  of  May,  1901,  secured  an  order  of 
injunction  from  this  court,  preventing  de- 
fendant from  maintaining  said  ditch,  caus- 
ing the  same  to  be  closed. 

^'(22)  That  said  ditch  has  not  been  open 
since. 

"(23)  That  the  hail  and  rains  of  May  17, 
1901,  and  subsequent  thereto,  fell  upon 
plaintiff's  corn  crop  to  about  the  same  de- 
gree as  that  which  fell  upon  defendant's 
land^  and  that  said  rain  and  hail  was  damag- 
ing to  vegetation,  and  that  at  said  time 
plaintiff's  corn,  being  very  young,  and  where 
not  drowned  by  the  water  flowing  from  said 
ditch,  soon  recovered,  and  yielded  about  26 
bushels  of  com  per  acre. 

*'(24)  That  the  tract  of  land  upon  which 
plaintiff's  com  was  growing  is  smooth, 
slightly  sloping  to  the  east,  and  not  subject 
to  overflow  from  natural  causes,  and  the 
crops  thereon  had  not  been  damaged  in  years 
previous  and  subsequent  to  that  of  1901,  ex- 
cept, possibly,  in  a  small  buffalo  wallow 
thereon. 

"(25)  That  water  that  collected  on  plain- 
tiff's com  had  only  partially  run  off  and 
sunk  down  by  Sunday,  May  19,  1901,  and 
after  the  ditch  was  dammed  on  May  17,  1901. 
"(26)  The  rains  of  Sunday  evening  and 
Monday,  May  19  and  20,  1901,  by  reason  of 
the  water  then  standing  in  plaintiff's  corn 
land,  again  caused  plaintiffs  corn  to  be  cov- 
ered and  flooded  with  water. 

"(27)  The  damage  to  plaintiff's  corn  was 
caused  by  the  flow  of  water  from  said  ditch, 
and  as  a  result  thereof,  and  not  from  any 
other  water  thereon  from  other  directions, 
as  a  natural  result  of  downfall  of  rain  and 
hail,  had  not  said  ditch  been  constructed. 

"(28)  Plaintiff  had  a  two-thirds  interest 
in  said  com  crop,  as  tenant. 

"(29)  That  the  land  upon  which  plain- 
tiff's crop  was  growing  is  now  occupied  by 
Sisto  Seschetti,  who  now  has  a  crop  of  wheat 
growing  thereon. 

"(30)  There  was  evidence  of  the  value  of 
plaintiff's  com  crop  during  the  month  of 
May,  1901,  adduced  to  show  the  value  at 
that  time  by  comparison  with  the  remainder 
of  the  crop  produced. 

"(31)  This  action  was  originally  brought 
against  Frank  Krahn,  Will  Davis,  and  Alice 
Davis  as  defendants.  Frank  Krahn  and 
Will  Davis  were  wholly  discharged  by  this 
court  at  the  April  term,  1902. 

"(32)  The  plaintiff  could  have  replanted 
his  com  after  May  25,  1901,  but  it  would  not 
have  been  ordinarily  prudent,  or  with  the 
expectation  of  realizing  for  his  eflforta. 

"(33)  The  court  finds  that  the  plaintiff, 
by  reason  of  the  construction  of  said  ditch 
by  defendant  and  the  drainage  of  water  from 
f>0  L.  R.  A. 


said  pond,  has  sustained  damage  in  the  sum' 
of  $100. 

"Conclusion:  The  court  therefore  con- 
cludes that  the  issues  are  with  the  plaintiff 
herein  against  the  defendant  herein,  Alice 
Davis,  and  that  plaintiff  is  entitled  to  judg- 
ment against  the  defendant,  Alice  Davis,  for 
the  sum  of  $100  as  damages  sustained,  and 
costs  of  suit." 

Upon  the  facts  so  found  the  court  ren- 
dered judgment  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  the 
sum  of  $100  for  damages  sustained,  and 
costs.  Defendant  brings  the  cause  to  this 
court,  alleging  error  of  law. 

Messrs.  Payne  Sc  Bennett,  for  plaintiff 
in  error: 

The  injury  complained  of  does  not  consti- 
tute a  legal  injury  under  the  law. 

Oray  v.  McWifliams,  98  Cal.  157,  21  I..  R. 
A.  593,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  16.3,  32  Pac.  976: 
Ogburn  v.  Connor,  46  Cal.  546,  13  Am.  Rep. 
213,  22  Pac.  2l6;  McDaniel  v.  Cnmmings, 
83  Cal.  615,  8  L.  R.  A.  575,  23  Pac.  795: 
Lamb  v.  Reclamation  Dist.  No.  lOS,  73  Cal. 
125,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  775,  14  Pac.  625;  Perk 
V.  Goodberlett,  109  N.  Y.  180,  16  N.  E.  350; 
West  Cumberland  Iron  rf  Steel  Co.  v.  Ken- 
yon,  L.  R.  6  Ch.  Div.  773;  Shcehan  v.  Flynn, 
59  Minn.  436,  26  L.  R.  A.  632,  61  N.  W.  462: 
Gilfillan  v.  Schmidt,  64  Minn.  29,  31  L.  R. 
A.  547,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  515,  66  N.  W.  126; 
Burnett  v.  Great  Sort  hern  R.  Co.  76  Minn. 
461,  79  N.  W.  523;  Jungblum  ▼.  Minneapolix, 
ZV.  U.  d  8.  W.  R.  Co.  70  Minn.  153,  72  N.  W. 
971 ;  Connell  v.  Stark,  108  Wis.  92,  83  N.  W. 
1092;  Broicn  v.  Winona  d  S.  W.  R.  Co.  53 
Minn.  259,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  55  N.  W. 
123 ;  Gannon  v.  Hargadon,  10  Allen,  109,  87 
Am.  Dec.  625;  Chadeayne  v.  Robinson,  5.'> 
Conn.  350,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  55,  11  Atl.  593: 
Cairo  d  V.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Stevens,  73  Ind.  281,  3» 
Am.  Rep.  139;  Morrison  v.  Bucksport  d  B. 
R.  Co.  67  M^  355 ;  Morrissey  v.  Chicago,  B. 
d  Q.  R.  Co.*8  Neb.  406,  56  N.  W.  946,  57 
N.  W.  522;  Bowlsby  v.  Speer,  31  N.  J.  L. 
351,  86  Am.  Dec.  216;  Benson  v.  Chicago  d 
A.  R.  Co.  78  Mo.  504;  Angell,  Watercourses, 
§§  94-135;  Taylor  v.  Fickas,  04  Ind.  173, 
31  Am.  Rep.  114. 

Surface  water  has  been  called  a  common 
enemy,  which  each  owner  may  get  rid  of  as 
best  he  may. 

O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul,  25  Minn.  335,  33  Am. 
Rep.  470;  Brown  v.  Winona  d  S.  W.  R.  Co. 
53  Minn.  259,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  55  N.  W. 
123;  Gannon  v.  Hargadon,  10  Allen,  106,  87 
Am.  Dec.  625;  Morrison  v.  Bucksport  d  B. 
R.  Co.  67  Me.  355. 

The  owner  of  land  may  improve  it  either 
by  erection  of  buildings  or  other  structures 
thereon,  so  as  to  cause  surface  water  accu- 
mulating there  by  rains  and  snows  falling  on 
the  surface  to  stand  in   unusual  quantities 
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on  other  adjacent  lands,  or  to  pass  onto  or 
oyer  the  same  in  gpneater  quantities  or  in 
other  directions  than  they  were  accustomed 
to  flow,  or  may  elevate  or  depress  his  land, 
thus  changing  the  flow  of  the  surface  water. 

Taylor  v.  FickaSy  64  Ind.  173,  31  Am.  Rep. 
114;  Wei3  v.  Madison,  76  Ind.  241,  39  Am. 
Rep.  135;  Templeton  v.  Voshloe,  72  Ind.  134, 
37  Am.  Rep.  150;  Cairo  d  V,  R.  Co.  v.  Ste- 
vens, 73  Ind.  278,  38  Am.  Rep.  139;  Evans- 
ville  V.  Decker,  84  Ind.. 325,  43  Am.  Rep.  86; 
Chambers  v.  Kyle,  87  Ind.  83;  Crawfords- 
vilU  V.  Bond,  96  Ind.  236;  Rioe  v.  Evans- 
ville,  108  Ind.  7,  58  Am.  Rep.  22,  9  N.  £. 
139. 

Plaintiff  in  error  had  a  right  to  drain  her 
land  as  she  did,  and  the  defendant  in  error 
has  received  no  legal  injury. 

Morrissey  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  38 
Neb.  406,  56  N.  W.  946,  57  N.  W.  522. 

There  was  no  evidence  befbre  the  court  up- 
on which  the  court  could  predicate  or  assess 
damages  in  any  sum  against  the  plaintiff  in 
error, 

Burnett  ▼.  Oreai  Northern  R,  Co,  76  Minn. 
461,  79  N.  W.  524;BymeY.  Minneapolis  d  8t, 
L.  R,  Co.  38  Minn.  212,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  668, 
36  N.  W.  339;  Ward  v.  Chicago,  M.  d  8t.  P. 
R.  Co.  61  Minn.  449,  63  N.  W.  1104;  Chicago, 
B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Emmert,  53  Neb.  237,  68 
Am.  St.  Rep.  602,  73  N.  W.  542;  Drake  v. 
Chicago,  R.  I.  d  P.  R.  Co.  63  Iowa,  302,  50 
Am.  Rep.  746,  l9  N.  W.  219;  Lommeland  v. 
8t.  Paul.  M.  d  M.  R.  Co.  35  Minn.  412.  29  N. 
W.  119;  Gulf,  C.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Hedrick 
(Tex.)  7  S.  W.  353;  Oulf,  C.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co. 
v.  Pool,  70  Tex.  713,  8  S.  W,  535;  8ahine  d 
E.  T.  R.  Co.  V.  8mith,  73  Tex.  1,  11  S.  W. 
123;  International  d  O.  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Pape,  73 
Tex.  501,  11  S.  W.  526;  Green  v.  Taylor,  B. 
d  H.  R.  Co.  79  Tex.  604,  15  S.  W.  685. 

Messrs.  Hotohkiss  Sc  Emory,  for  defend- 
ant in  error: 

Plaintiff  in  error  cannot  lawfully  dig  a 
ditch  and  run  the  water  from  a  natural  res- 
ervoir onto  the  lands  of  the  defendant  in  er- 
ror to  his  injury. 

Davis  V.  Londgreen,  8  Neb.  43;  Butler  v. 
Peck,  16  Ohio  St.  334,  88  Am.  Dec.  452;  Ver- 
num  V.  Wheeler,  35  Hun,  53 ;  24  Am.  &  Eng. 
Bnc.  Law,  p.  904;  Anderson  v.  Hendersony 
124  111.  164,  16  N.  E.  232;  Pettigrew  v. 
Evansville,  25  Wis.  223,  3  Am.  Rep.  50; 
Ludeling  v.  8tuhhs,  34  La.  Ann.  935;  Bel- 
lows V.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  96;  8chaefer  v. 
Marthaler,  34  Minn.  487,  57  Am.  Rep.  73,  26 
N.  W.  726. 

When  surface  waters  reach  and  become  a 
part  of  a  permanent  body  of  water  contained 
in  a  natural  basin  forming  a  lake  or  pond, 
hut  having  no  outlet,  they  lose  their  charac- 
ter as  surface  waters  and  are  governed  by 
the  same  rules  as  are  watercourses. 

24  Am.  A  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  904 ;  8chaefer 
69  L.  R.  A. 


V.  Marthaler,  34  Minn.  487,  57  Am.  Rep.  73, 
26  N.  W.  726;  Alcfyrn  v.  Sadler,  66  Miss.  221, 
5  So.  694;  Earl  v.  De  Hart,  12  N.  J.  Eq.  280, 
72  Am.  Dec.  395 ;  Jones  v.  Hannovan,  55  Mo. 
462;  Swett  v.  Cutts,  50  N.  H.'  439,  9  Am. 
Rep.  276;  Gihhs  v.  Williams,  25  Kan.  214, 
37  Am.  Rep.  241;  Palmer  v.  Waddell,  22 
Kan.  352;  Wait,  Act.  &  Def.  p.  711;  Dreto'r. 
Bioks  ^Cb\.)  35  Pac.  563;  Gushing  v.  Pires, 
124  Cal.  663,  57  Pac.  573;  Union  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Dyche,  31  Kan.  120,  1  Pac.  243;  Cooley, 
Torts,  p.  688;  Livingston  v.  McDonald,  21 
Iowa,  100,  89  Am.  Dec.  563;  Smith  v.  Chi- 
cago, C.  d  D.  R.  Co.  38  Iowa,  518;  Shotwell 
V.  Dodge,  8  Wash.  337,  36  Pac.  254;  Econo- 
my Light  d  P.  Co.  v.  Cutting,  49  111.  App. 
422. 

Gillette,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  case  comes  to  this  court  upon  a  ques- 
tion of  law  applicable  to  the  facts  found 
and  determined  by  the  court  below. 

It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiff  in  error 
that  the  injury  complained  of  does  not  con- 
stitute a  legal  injury  under  the  law.  The 
statutes  of  this  territory  contain  no  provi- 
sion which  assists  in  the  analysis  of  the  prop- 
osition here  submitted.  Wilson's  Rev.  & 
Anno.  Stat.  1903,  §§  4052-4062,  defining 
easements  and  servitudes,  their  creation  and 
abolishment,  contain  no  provisions  which 
throw  any  light  upon  the  subject  here  under 
investigation.  The  whole  subject-matter  ia 
therefore  left  to  be  determined  by  the  rulea 
of  the  common  law. 

While  the  defendant  in  error  is  shown  to 
have  no  estate  in  the  land  upon  which  his 
crop  was  growing,  other  than  that  of  a  les- 
see, he,  nevertheless,  to  the  extent  of  hi» 
lease,  had  the  right  to  the  use  and  occupa- 
tion thereof,  with  no  greater  servitude  from 
the  dominant  or  upper  landowner  than  the 
owner  of  the  fee  would  be  compelled  to  rec- 
ognize; and  we  think  it  will  l^  conceded 
that,  if  the  lessee  should  suffer  damage  by 
the  act  of  the  lessor  in  granting  to  the  domi- 
nant tenement  a  right  of  servitude  with  ref- 
erence to  surface  water  which  did  not  exist 
at  the  time  of  the  creation  of  the  lease,  the 
lessor  would  be  liable  to  the  lessee  for  the 
damages  sustained  by  reason  of  the  creation 
of  such  servitude;  and  we  think,  therefore, 
that  he  may  have  such  right  of  action, 
against  one  who  creates  such  servitude 
wrongfully,  for  any  damages  he  has  sustained 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  leasehold  estate. 
Counsel  for  both  plaintiff  and  defendant  in 
error  have  been  commendably  diligent  in 
briefing  the  authorities  governing  injuries  by 
flowing  water.  Many  cases  have  been  cited, 
however,  which  have  little,  if  any,  applica- 
tion to  the  issues  framed  in  this  case.  The- 
plaintiff  in  error  is  the  owner  of  the  domi- 
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nant  tenement,  upon  which  is  a  natural  de- 
pression which  receives  and  holds  during  a 
rainy  season  surface  water  which  collects 
there  from  the  natural  drainage  of  quite  a 
large  scope* of  adjacent  territory,  and  from 
which  there  is  no  natural  outlet,  and  beyond 
which  there  is  no  ravine  or  surface  indica- 
tion of  a  natural  water  course,  when  such  de- 
pression is  full  to  overflowing.  The  degression- 
contains  16  to  20  acres  of  ground  flooded  in 
times  of  heavy  rainfall.  The  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror caused  a  ditch  to  be  dug  so  as  to  drain 
this  depression  and  discharge  the  water 
therefrom  over  and  onto  defendant's  crop  on 
the  adjoining  premises,  destroying  the  same. 
The  right  of  such  drainage  by  the  plaintiff 
in  error  is  the  point  in  issue. 

The  cases  are  numerous  which  hold  that 
the  dominant  or  upper  owner  of  land  has  a 
natural  easement  or  servitude  upon  the  low- 
er or  servient  one,  to  discharge  all  waters 
flowing  or  accumulating  on  his  land,  which 
is  higher,  upon  or  over  the  land  of  the  servi- 
ent owner  as  in  a  state  of  nature,  and  such 
natural  flow  or  passage  water  cannot  be  in- 
terrupted or  prevented  by  the  servient  own- 
er to  the  detriment  or  injury  of  the  domi- 
nant owner.  In  each  case,  however,  where 
such  proposition  is  laid  down,  the  case  it- 
self presents  peculiar  features  easily  distin- 
guished from  this  case.  We  will  notice  some 
of  them. 

The  case  of  AfcDaniel  v.  Cumminga,  83 
Cal.  615,  8  L.  R.  A.  575,  23  Pac.  795,  was  an 
action  concerning  land  in  the  Sacramento 
River  Valley.  The  land  next  to  the  river  is 
highest,  and  when,  in  a  rainy  season,  that 
river  overflows,  the  valley  beyond  is  inundat- 
ed, to  prevent  which  a  landowner  proceeded 
to  erect  an  embankment  to  prevent  such 
overflow,  which  caused  such  overflow  water 
to  set  back  upon  the  plaintiff's  lands,  causing 
it  to  cover  a  larger  area  thereof  for  a  longer 
period  than  it  otherwise  would.  The  court, 
in  determining  that  case,  held  that  the  land- 
owner had  a  right  to  protect  himself  against 
water  overflowing  from  the  river,  following 
the  English  case  of  King  v.  Seioer  Comra.  8 
Barn.  &  C.  355,  with  respect  to  waters  of 
the  sea,  viz.y  that  they  are  a  "common  en- 
emy" against  which  evefy  man  has  a  right 
to  defend  himself,  regardless  of  the  fact 
that  the  barriers  he  erects  may  cause  the 
flood  to  rise  higher  or  flow  with  greater  force 
upon  his  neighbor.  The  court,  in  the  course 
of  its  opinion,  says:  "If  the  owner  of  the 
land  next  to  the  river  will  not,  either  by  him- 
self or  in  combination  with  those  behind 
him,  erect  a  levee  on  the  bank,  he  ought  not 
to  be  allowed  to  prevent  them  from  protect- 
ing themselves  merely  because  by  so  doing 
they  prevent  his  higher  land  from  being 
drained  of  the  flood  waters  as  rapidly  as  it 
otherwise  would  be." 
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The  court  in  that  case  distinguish  such 
conditions  from  inundations  by  rainfall, 
which  in  Oghum  v.  Connor,  46  Cal.  340,  13 
Am.  Rep.  213,  was  defined  as  follows: 
"When  two  parcels  of  land  belonging  to  dif- 
ferent owners  are  adjacent  to  each  other, 
and  one  is  lower  than  the  other,  and  the  sur- 
face water  from  the  higher  tract  has  been 
accustomed  by  natural  flow  to  pass  off  over 
the  lower  tract,  the  owner  of  the  lower  tract 
cannot  obstruct  this  flow.  The  owner  of  the 
upper  tract  has  an  easement  to  have  the  wa- 
ter flow  over  the  land  below,  and  the  land 
below  is  charged  with  a  corresponding  serv- 
itude." And  this,  the  court  says,  is  intend- 
ed as  a  statement  of  the  common-law  rule, 
but  it  is  probably  a  better  statement  of  the 
civil  law. 

Neither  the  cases  of  Oghum  v.  Connor,  46 
Cal.  346,  13  Am.  Rep.  213,  nor  McDaniel  v. 
Cummingsy  83  Cal.  515,  8  L.  R.  A.  575,  23 
Pac.  795,  relied  upon  by  the  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror, are  authorities  in  point  in  this  case.  In 
Oghum  v.  Connor  the  language  of  the  court, 
in  stating  the  rule,  bases  it  upon  surface 
water  from  the  higher  tract,  which  has  been 
accustomed  by  a  natural  flow  to  pass  off 
over  the  lower  tract.  The  words  "natural 
flow,"  here  used,  clearly  distinguish  that 
case  from  the  one  under  consideration.  And 
the  facts  in  McDaniel  v.  CummingB  are 
clearly  distinguishable  from  the  case  under 
consideration,  because  in  this  we  have  only 
to  consider  surface  water  descending  from 
the  clouds.  These  questions  were  again 
brought  before  the  supreme  court  of  Califor- 
nia in  Gray  v.  McWilliama,  98  Cal.  157.  21 
L.  R.  A.  593,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  163,  32  Pac. 
070.  in  which  the  rule  in  each  of  the  cases 
of  Oghum  v.  Connor  and  McDaniel  v.  Cum- 
mings  is  by  that  court  reaffirmed.  In  the 
opinion  of  tne  court,  however,  speaking  by 
Searls,  J.,  they  say:  "In  the  case  of  sur- 
face waters  having  no  defined  channel  of  es- 
cape, and  the  owner  of  the  land  upon  which 
they  are  found  being  impotent  to  rid  himself 
of  their  presence,  the  law  wisely  provides 
that  the  laws  of  nature  shall  be  left  untram- 
meled  in  their  disposition."  The  last  state- 
ment of  the  California  court  brings  us  very 
close  to  the  case  under  consideration,  for 
here  we  have  a  case  in  which  the  accumulat- 
ing surface  water  has  no  defined  channel  of 
pscape,  and,  if  one  is  made,  it  must  be  in 
addition  to  what  nature  has  provided. 

Counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  has  called 
this  court's  special  attention  to  the  case  of 
^heehan  v.  Flifun,  59  Minn.  436,  26  L.  R.  A. 
032,  01  N.  W.  4(52,  as  being  a  cose  closely  in 
point,  and  say  that  the  court  held  in  that 
case  that  the  drainage  of  surface  water  to 
and  upon  the  premises  of  another  does  not 
constitute  a  tort  or  an  actionable  wrong. 
We  are  unable  to  get  such  meaning  from  the 
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language  used  in  that  caae.  The  facts  were 
that  the  dominant  owner  had  a  depression  in 
his  land  which  filled  with  surface  water,  and 
in  1871,  some  2U  years  before  the  case  was 
tried,  he  dug  a  ditch  96  rods  long  upon  his 
own  land,  to  tlie  head  of  a  ravine,  which  con- 
veyed the  water  across  an  adjoining  40-acre 
tract,  and  thence  across  the  land  of  defend- 
ant into  a  lake.  This  ditch  was  permitted 
to  fill  up  in  the  course  of  four  or  five  years. 
The  overseers  of  highways  caused  condemna- 
tion proceedings  to  be  instituted  in  1893  for 
the  purpose  of  opening  this  ditch,  which  re- 
sulted in  an  order  directing  the  same  to  be 
opened,  which  act  was  enjoined.  A  trial  fol- 
lowed, in  whicii  the  courc  found  that  the 
opening  of  the  ditch  would  raise  the  waters 
of  the  lake  iU  the  spring  of  tne  year  higher 
than  it  otherwise  would  be,  to  the  extent  of 
submerging  1>4  or  2  acres  of  land,  to  his 
damage  in  the  sum  of  about  $50.  Judgment 
was  entered  for  this  sum,  which  judgment 
was  reversed  upon  appeal.  The  court  in  its 
opinion  modified  and  criticised  several  prior 
decisions  of  that  court,  and  finally  conclud- 
ed :  "We  hold  that  one  has  a  right  to  drain 
his  land  for  any  legitimate  use,  whether  for 
a  railroad  track,  a  wheat  field,  or  a  pasture, 
and  whether  tne  improvement  is  directly  and 
wholly  for  the  purpose  of  drainage,  or  wheth- 
er it  is  for  some  other  purpose  and  such 
drainage  is  a  mere  incidental  result.  But, 
if  he  collect  and  convey  the  surface  water  ofT 
his  own  land,  he  shall  do  what  is  reasonable, 
under  all  the  circumstances,  to  turn  it  into 
some  nntural  drain,  or  into  some  coufho  in 
which  it  will  do  the  least  injury  to  his  neigh- 
bor; and,  if  he  would  prevent  it  from  com- 
ing upon  his  land,  he  must  not  do  so  by  ob- 
structing some  natural  drain,  and  thereby 
hold  back  the  water  and  flood  the  land  of 
his  neighbor,  at  least  if  such  natural  drain 
is  an  important  one.  Applying  these  princi- 
ples to  the  present  case,  we  are  of  the  opin- 
ion that  these  limitations  on  the  common- 
law  right  of  the  owner  to  improve  his  land 
so  as  to  rid  it  of  surface  water  do  not  pro- 
hibit this  defendant  from  draining  this  de- 
j)re9sion  in  the  manner  proposed.  As  before 
stated,  it  fairly  appears  that  this  is  the  only 
.  .  .  natural  drain  reasonably  accessible, 
and  the  consequent  injury  to  others  is  not  so 
great,  as  compared  to  the  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived from  the  improvement  as  to  make 
it  unreasonable  on  that  account.  The 
judgment  appealed  from  is  reversed,  and 
judgment  ordered  for  defendant."  This 
i.^  the  strongest  case  presented  by  the 
plaintiff  in  error  in  support  of  his  con- 
tention, and  is  distinguishable  from  the  case 
under  consideration  in  this:  That  there 
the  water  was  discharged  through  a  ravine 
into  the  lake  below,  while  here  the  water  by 
means  of  the  ditch  was  discharged  upon  and 
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permitted  to  spread  out  over  the  land  of  de- 
fendant in  error.  In  10  Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  236,  the  author  says :  "The 
upper  proprietor  cannot  collect  the  waters 
from  his  estate  and  discharge  them  by  arti- 
ficial channels  in  a  new  direction,  or  in  in- 
creased volume,  upon  the  lands  of  the  lower 
proprietor  to  his  injury." 

In  the  case  of  Butler  v.  Peck,  16  Ohio  St. 
336,  88  Am.  Dec.  452,  we  have  a  case  closely 
analogous  to  the  one  under  consideration. 
In  that  case  the  defendant.  Peck,  is  shown 
to  have  been  the  owner  of  a  tract  of  land 
having  thereon  a  low,  wet,  and  swampy 
marsh  or  basin  covering  some  five  or  six 
acres  of  land,  upon  which  at  certain  seasons 
water  stood  to  a  great  depth,  and  at  other 
times  to  a  depth  of  from  one  to  six  inches, 
until  it  passed  off  through  a  natural  outlet, 
or  by  evaporation,  or  passed  off  by  percola- 
tion through  the  soil.  The  natural  outlet 
would  not  take  all  the  w^ater  off.  From  one 
to  six  inches  would  remain  and  pass  off  by 
evaporation  and  percolation.  The  defendant 
dug  a  ditch  within  25  rods  of  defendant's 
north  line,  where  it  terminated,  where  the 
water  was  discharged  upon  the  surface  of 
defendant's  land,  and  from  thence  onto  the 
land  of  an  adjoining  owner,  and  thence  to 
the  land  of  the  plaintiff.  In  the  trial  of  the 
case  the  court  instructed  the  jury  as  fol- 
lows: "If  you  find  that,  after  natural  out- 
lets had  ceased  to  carry  off  the  water,  there 
still  remained  a  basin  covering  several 
acres,  on  which  water  stood  to  the  depth  of 
one,  two,  or  three  inches  or  more,  which 
would  not  have  passed  upon  the  land  of  the 
plaintiff  but  for  this  improved  channel,  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  recover."  This  charge 
of  the  trial  court  was  excepted  to,  and  the 
question  brought  to  the  supreme  court  of 
that  state,  and,  in  passing  upon  the  question 
thus  presented,  the  court  said:  "The  sole 
question  made  by  that  part  of  the  charge  to 
the  jury  which  is  complained  of  is  this: 
Whether  an  owner  of  land  having  upon  it  a 
marshy  sink  or  basin  of  water,  which  basin, 
as  to  a  considerable  portion  of  the  water 
which  collects  within  it,  has  no  natural  out- 
let, may  lawfully  throw  such  water  by  arti- 
ficial drains  upon  the  lands  of  an  adjacent 
proprietor?  We  are  clear  that  no  such  right 
exists.  It  would  sanction  the  creation  by 
artificial  means  of  a  servitude  which  nature 
has  denied.  The  natural  easement  arises 
out  of  the  relative  altitudes  of  adjacent  sur- 
faces as  nature  made  them,  and  these  alti- 
tudes may  not  be  artificially  changed  to  the 
damage  of  an  adjacent  proprietor.  And  it 
makes  no  difference  that,  in  the  hypothetical 
case  on  which  the  charge  of  the  court  below 
complained  pf  is  based,  in  times  of  high 
water  a  portion  of  the  waters  of  the  basin 
would    overflow     .     .     .     along    a    natural 
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swale  to  and  upon  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff 
below;  for  as  to  those  waters  which  natural- 
ly could  not  surmount  nor  penetrate  the  rim 
of  the  basin,  but  were  compelled  to  pass  off 
by  evaporation  or  remain  where  they  were, 
the  case  is  the  same  as  if  the  basin  had  no 
outlet." 

In  Livingston  v.  McDonald,  21  Iowa,  160, 
89  Am.  Dec.  564  (second  syllabus),  the  court 
says:  "Where  the  owner  of  higher  lands 
constructed  a  ditch  to  drain  the  surface 
water  therefrom,  which  increased  the  flow  of 
water  upon  a  lower  proprietor,  or  which 
threw  the  water  upon  his  land  in  a  manner 
different  from  that  in  which  it  would  have 
naturally  flowed,  to  the  latter 's  injury,  the 
former  is  liable  for  the  injury  thus  oc- 
casioned, even  though  the  ditch  was  con- 
structed by  him  in  the  course  of  the  ordi- 
nary use  and  improvement  of  his  farm." 
And  again:  "Injuries  by  flowing  surface 
water,  done  to  a  neighbor  as  the  result  of 
ordinary  farming  operations,  such  as  plow 
furrows,  are  not  actionable;  but  where 
ditches  which  caused  an  increased  flow  of 
water  on  the  lands  of  an  adjoining  owner 
were  dug  to  reclaim  or  improve  the  land,  the 
higher  owner  is  liable."  In  the  course  of 
the  opinion  in  this  case,  the  court  cites  ap- 
provingly the  language  of  Lewis,  Ch.  J.,  in 
Wheatley  v.  Baugh,  25  Pa.  528,  64  Am.  Dec. 
721 :  "Accordingly,  the  law  has  never  gone 
so  far  as  to  recognize  in  one  man  a  right  to 
convert  another's  farm  to  his  own  use  for 
the  purposes  of  a  filter." 

In  the  course  of  his  opinion  in  Livingston 
y.  McDonald,  Mr.  Justice  Dillon,  in  com- 
menting upon  the  trial  in  the  court  below, 
said:  "The  court,  in  substance,  laid  down 
the  law  to  the  jury  to  be  that,  if  the  ditch  in 
question  increased  the  quantity  of  water 
upon  the  plaintiff's  land  to  his  injury,  or, 
without  increasing  the  quantity,  threw  it 
upon  the  plaintiff's  lands  in  a  different  man- 
ner from  what  the  same  would  naturally 
have  flowed  upon  it,  to  his  injury,  the  de- 
fendant was  liable  for  the  damage  thus  oc- 
casioned, even  though  the  ditch  was  con- 
structed by  the  defendant  in  the  course  of 
the  ordinary  use  and  improvement  of  his 
farm.  .  .  .  We  recognize  the  fact  (to 
use  Lord  Tenterden's  expression)   that  sur- 


face water  or  slough  water  is  a  common 
enemy  which  each  landowner  may  reasonably 
get  rid  of  in  the  best  manner  possible,  but  in 
relieving  himself  he  must  respect  the  rights 
of  his  neighbor,  and  cannot  be  justified  by 
an  act  having  the  direct  tendency  and  effect 
to  make  that  enemy  less  dangerous  to  him- 
self and  more  dangerous  to  his  neighbor." 

This  language  of  the  court  in  that  case  is 
directly  applicable  to  the  case  under  con- 
sideration, and  would  seem  to  lay  down  a 
reasonable  and  correct  ruie  governing  causes 
arising  under  circumstances  of  like  import. 
In  this  case  it  is  shown  that  the  surface 
water  collecting  in  large  quantities  in  the 
depression  or  basin  upon  plaintiff  in  error's 
land  had  no  natural  outlet,  and  seldom,  if 
ever,  overflowed  the  banks  or  rim  of  the  de- 
pression, and  disappeared  only  by  evapora- 
tion and  percolation.  If  its  presence  there 
was  a  detriment  to  that  tract  of  land,  such 
detriment  could  not,  by  the  act  of  the  plain- 
tiff in  error,  be  inflicted  upon  the  servient 
tenement.  Tne  land  of  plaintiff  in  error 
might  rightfully  be  cultivated  to  the  very 
brink  of  the  depression,  in  lact  to  the  water's 
edge,  and  whatever  of  drainage  was  inci- 
dent to  a  proper  cultivation  of  the  land,  the 
servient  tenement  was  bound  to  receive;  but 
a  matter  of  drainage  of  the  depression  in 
question,  constructed  for  the  purpose  of 
drainage  and  consequent  increased  valuation, 
followed  by  a  corresponding  detriment  to  an 
adjoining  owner,  is  in  violation  of  the  gen- 
eral rule  as  now  established  by  American  au- 
thorities, and  we  hold  that  where  surface 
waters  reach  and  become  a  settled  body  of 
water,  retained  in  a  natural  body  or  re- 
ceptacle, forming  a  lake  or  pond  which  is 
emptied  only  by  evaporation  or  percolation, 
they  lose  their  character  as  surface  waters, 
and  may  not  be  drained  by  artificial  means, 
to  the  damage  of  a  lower  or  servient  tene- 
ment, without  the  person  so  artificially 
draining  becoming  liable  for  damages  thus 
inflicted. 

It  follows  that  the  judgment  of  the  Dis- 
trict Court  must  he  affirmed,  with  costs. 


All    the   Justices   concur  except 
champ,  J.,  who  presided  in  the  court  be- 
low, not  sitting. 


OREGON  SUPREME  COURT. 


STATE  of  Oregon,  Respt., 

V. 

Frank  GUGLIELMO,  Appt. 

( Or ) 

Indictment  by  a  ffrand  Jnry  fl«  not 


necessaPT  to  due  process  of  law,  so  as  to 
preclude  the  institution  of  a  criminal  pro8- 
ecotlon  by  information. 
S.  Under  a  coastttntlonal  provision  for 
the  eonstltntloa  of  a  arrand  Jvrir. 
which   empowers   the   legislature   to   modify 


13  Jj.  R.  A.  748 ;  State  ▼.  Tucker.  61  L.  R.  A. 
246 ;  and  State  y.  Kyle,  66  L.  R.  A.  116. 


Note. — As  to  sufficiency  of  prosecution  upon 
information,  Instead  of  upon  Indictment  of  a 
grand  Jury,  see  also,  in  this  series,  Be  Wright, 
69  L.  R.  A. 
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or  abolish  it,  proTlsion  may  be  made  for  the 
Institutfon  of  criminal  proceeding's  by  in- 
formation without  the  entire  abolition  of  the 
grrand  Jury. 

3.  The  official  oath  of  the  officer  Jlllnflr 
an  Information  charfclnff  one  'with 
crime  1«  •nffident  to  comply  with  a  con- 
stitutional provision  that  no  warrant  shall 
issue  but  upon  probable  cause  supported  by 
oath,  without  the  necessity  of  verifying  each 
particular  information  filed. 

4.  The  reffnlarlty  of  the  appointment 
of  the  deputy  district  attorney  who 
signed  an  information  cannot  be  challenged 
by  merely  alleging  that  the  information  was 
not  found,  indorsed,  or  presented  as  required 
by  law. 

5.  Proof  of  the  appointment  of  a  dep- 
uty district  attorney  who  signed  an  in- 
formation is  not  necessary  to  render  it  valid, 
since  the  court  Is  presumed  to  be  cognizant 
of  such  appointment  and  of  the  powers  of 
the  appointee. 

6.  In  the  ahsence  of  evidence  to  the 
contrary,  a  deputy  district  attorney 
'Who  slirns  the  name  of  the  district 
attorney  to  the  information  'will  he 
presumed  to  ha've  possessed  plenary 
po'vrer  In  the  premises,  and  to  have  been 
authorized  to  examine  witnesses  to  enable 
him  Intelligently  to  charge  persons  with  the 
commission  of  crimes,  to  prepare  informa- 
tions, sign  the  name  of  the  district  attorney 
thereto,  and  file  them  in  court. 

7.  A  district  attorney  'who  Insists  that 
one  accused  of  crime  shall  plead  to 
the  information  thereby  ratifies  the  subscrip- 
tion of  his  name  to  the  information  by  his 
deputy. 

On  Rehearing. 

8.  IjeaTe  of  court  is  not  necessary  to  the 
filing  of  an  information  by  the  district  at- 
torney charging  the  commission  of  crime. 

O.  The  fact  that  the  record  shoTrs  that 
a  'VTarrant  'was  ordered  to  be  Issned 
upon  an  Information  filed  by  the  dep- 
uty district  attorney  in  the  absence  of 
his  chief  does  not  show  that  it  was  in  fact 
Issued  without  the  support  of  the  oath  re- 
quired by  the  Constitution,  where  It  further 
appears  that  the  district  attorney  was  pres- 
ent in  court  when  accused  first  appeared,  and 
ratified  the  Information,  so  that  his  oath  of 
ofllce  supported  the  warrant  if  it  was  not 
actually  Issued  until  after  he  had  appeared 
and  assumed   control   of  the   proceedings. 

(February  20,  1006.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Multnomah 
County  convicting  him  of  murder.    Affirmed, 

The  facte  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Dan  R.  Murphy,  John  F.  Lo- 
gan, and  Ralph  £•  Moody,  for  appellant: 

The  motion  to  quash  the  information 
should  have  been  granted  and  sustained,  and 
the  court  erred  in  overruling  the  same. 

Or.  Const,  art.  7,  §  18,  art.  1,  $  9,  Bill 
of  Rights;  U.  S.  Const.  14th  Amend.  $  1; 
Re  Lowrie,  8  Colo.  608,  54  Am.  St  Rep.  668, 
9  Pac.  489;  Zahriskie  v.  HackenscLck  d  N. 
69  L.  R.  A, 


r.  R.  Co.  18  N.  J.  Eq.  178,  90  Am.  IX^c. 
617;  Lustig  v.  People,  18  Colo.  217,  32  Pac. 
276;  United  States  v.  Ture<iud,  20  Fed. 
621;  United  States  v.  Maanvell,  3  Dill.  276, 
Fed.  Caa.  No.  15,760;  United  States  v. 
Smith,  40  Fed.  765;  Myers  v.  People,  67 
111.  603;  State  v.  Montgomery,  8  Kan.  351; 
State  V.  Nulf,  15  Kan.  404;  State  v.  Qlea- 
son,  32  Kan.  245,  4  Pac.  363;  State  v.  J.  H., 

1  Tyler   (Vt.)   448;   Walker  v.  Cruikshank, 

2  Hill,  296;  Conner  v.  Com.  3  Binn.  42. 
One  cahnot  be  prosecuted  for  a  crime  un- 
til he  has  been  subjected  to  a  preliminary 
examination  by  a  justice  or  other  lawful 
officer,  or  has  had  an  opportunity  to  be  so 
examined. 

0*Hara  v.  People,  41  Mich.  623,  3  N.  W. 
161  iHurtado  v.  California,  110  U.  S.  516, 
28  L.  ed.  232,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  Ill,  292: 
State  V.  Cain,  8  N.  C.  (1  Hawks)  362; 
Stewart  v.  State,  24  Ind.  142;  State  v. 
Leicham,  41  Wis.  566. 

The  district  attorney  is  the  officer  to 
prosecute,  and,  so  far  as  official  acts  in 
prosecutions  are  required  by  law  to  be  done 
in  a  particular  way,  he  is  the  only  one  au- 
thorized to  discharge  such  duty. 

Byrdy,  State,  1  How.  (Miss.)  247;  Durr 
V.  State,  53  Miss.  425;  Welch  v.  State,  68 
Miss,  341,  8  So.  673;  Wilson  v.  State,  70 
Miss.  696,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  664,  13  So.  225; 
Carlisle  v.  State,  73  Miss.  387,  19  So.  207. 

The  indictment  (information)  must  be 
signed  by  the  district  attorney. 

Bellinger  k  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  $  1304. 

The  duties  of  the  district  attorney  are 
quasi  judicial,  and  cannot  be  delegated. 

State  ea  rel.  Bla/nchard  v.  Smith,  1  Or. 
250. 

On  petition  for  rehearing. 

The  attorney  general,  imder  the  common 
law,  did  not  possess  the  power  or  authority 
to  file  a  criminal  information  ew  officio,  or 
otherwise,  in  a  case  of  felony.  His  right 
was  confined  to  mere  misdemeanors  only. 

Chase's  Bl.  Com.  p.  1010;  4  Comyns's 
Dig.  409;  King  v.  Berchet,  1  Shower,  107; 
King  v.  Melling,  6  Mod.  649;  13  Encyclo- 
pedia Britannica,  p.  73;  4  Inst.  172-174; 
Rex  V.  Lewis,  1  Strange,  70;  Rex  v.  Sparl- 
ing, 1  Strange,  498,  Lofft,  263;  Atty.  Gen.  v. 
Sheffield  Oas  Consumers'  Co.  3  De  G.  M.  & 
G.  304;  Atty.  Oen.  v.  Cambridge  Consumers^ 
Gas  Co.  L.  R.  4  Ch.  71. 

If  the  power  of  the  district  attorney  to 
file  informations  ex  officio  is  based  upon  the 
power  of  the  attorr.ey  general  to  do  so, 
and  it  is  ascertained  that  the  attorney  gen- 
eral had  no  power  to  file  such  information 
in  the  class  of  cases  to  whicli  this  informa- 
tion belongs,  £lien  the  district  attorney  does 
not  possess  the  power. 

State  V.  Dover,  9  N.  H.  468;  Com.  v.  Wat- 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


468 


Oregon  Supreme  Couet. 


Feb., 


erhorough,  6  Mass.  259;  State  v.  Kittery. 
5  Me.  254 ;  State  ex  rel.  Giles  v.  Hardie,  23 
N.  C.  (1  Ired.  L.)  42;  Com.  v.  Crotty,  10 
Allen,  403,  87  Am.  Dec.  669;  Opinion  of 
Justices,  25  N.  H.  541 ;  State  v.  Ransherger, 
106  Mo.  135.  17  S.  W.  290;  State  v.  Fletch- 
all,  31  Mo.  App.  296;  Territory  v.  Cutinola, 
4  N.  M.  305,  14  Pac.  809. 

Comparison  between  the  attorney  general 
of  England  and  the  district  or  prosecuting 
attorney  is  not  proper.  The  only  officer 
that  can  be  correctly  compared  with  the 
attorney  general  of  England  is  the  attorney 
general  of  the  state.  • 

The  district  or  prosecuting  attorney  is 
an  officer  authorized  by  law  to  appear  for 
and  represent  a  circuit,  district,  coimty,  or 
municipality,  in  actions  and  proceedings  be- 
fore courts  and  judicial  officers. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  271. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  prosecuting 
attorneys  cannot  be  implied,  or  loosely  in- 
ferred from  general  principles. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  275; 
Atty.  Oen.  v.  Devonshire,  L.  R.  14  Q.  B. 
Div.  195. 

Upon  the  adoption  of  a  constitution  no 
official  function  can  be  exercised  otherwise 
than  is  provided  by  such  constitution. 

8  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  763 ;  Boyd  v.  Unit- 
ed States,  116  U.  S.  616,  29  L.  ed.  746,  6 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  524. 

Messrs.  John  Manning  and  A.  M. 
Crawford,  Attorney  General,  for  respond- 
ent: 

It  is  not  essential  to  the  validity  of  a 
criminal  information  that  it  should  be  ver- 
ified by  affidavit. 

State  v.  Pohl,  170  Mo.  422,  70  S.  W.  695; 
State  V.  Kyle,  166  Mo.  287,  56  L.  R.  A-  115, 
65  S.  W.  763;  State  v.  Wiikson,  36  Mo.  App. 
.373;  State  v.  BucJc,  43  Mo.  App.  443;  State 
V.  Parker,  39  Mo.  App.  116;  State  v.  Rans- 
berger,  106  Mo.  136,  17  S.  W.  290;  Long  v. 
People,  135  111.  435,  10  L.  R.  A.  48,  25  N.  E. 
851;  Ohermark  v.  People,  24  111.  App.  259; 
Gallagher  v.  People,  120  111.  179,  11 
N.  E.  335;  Ratcliff  v.  People,  22  Colo. 
75,  43  Pac.  653;  State  v.  Fletchall,  31  Mo. 
App.  296;  Re  Boulter,  5  Wyo.  329,  40  Pac. 
.520;  State  v.  McCarver,  47  Mo.  App.  650; 
State  V.  Nulf,  15  Kan.  404;  State  v.  White, 
55  Mo.  App.  356;  Washhum  v.  People,  10 
Mich.  372;  Noble  v.  People,  23  Colo.  9,  45 
Pac.  376;  12  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  326; 
4  Bl.  Com.  308  et  seq.;  1  Bishop,  Crim.  Proc. 
4th   ed.   S    144;    Chitty,   Crim.  Law,   845. 

The  name  of  the  district  attorney  was 
signed  to  the  information  by  H.  B.  Adams, 
the  chief  deputy  of  the  disjtrict  attoney. 
This  is  sufficient. 

Sess.  Laws  1903,  p.  32,  special  session; 
State  V.  Belding,  43  Or.  101,  71  Pac.  330; 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Hammond  v.  State,  3  Wash.  171,  28  Pac 
334;  Stout  v.  State,  93  Ind.  150;  People  v. 
Darr,  61  Cal.  554;  United  States  v.  yagle, 
17  Blatchf,  268,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  15,852;  Peo- 
ple V.  Etting,  99  Cal.  577,  34  Pac.  237 ;  Peo- 
ple V.  Turner,  85  Cal.  432,  24  Pac  857; 
State  V.  Faulkner,  32  La.  Ann.  725; 
State  V.  Higgins,  16  Mo.  App.  559;  State  v. 
Haj/es,  16  Mo.  App.  660;  Rasherry  v.  State, 
1  Tex.  App.  664;  People  v.  Qriner,  124  Cal. 
19,  56  Pac.  625;  Browne^s  Appeal,  69  Mo. 
App.  159;  State  v.  Hynes,  39  Mo.  App.  569; 
Hamilton  v.  Slate,  103  Ind.  96,  53  Am.  Rep. 
401,  2  N.  E.  299;  Taylor  v.  State,  113  Ind. 
472,  16  N.  E.  183;  Benson  v.  State,  OS  Ala. 
545;  Triplett  v.  Gill,  7  J.  J.  Marsh.  438;  3 
Kent,  Com.  4.18;  22  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  782,  note;  Mechem,  Pub.  Off.  §  570. 

The  statute  has  authorized  the  district  at- 
torney to  file  an  information  chargin'r  tlie 
commission  of  a  crime,  -without  the  exami- 
nation of  the  charge  by  a  committing  ma.L'is- 
trate;  and  no  such  examination  is  neces- 
sary. 

State  V.  Belding,  43  Or.  95,  71  Pac.  330; 
State  V.  TucJccr,  30  Or.  302,  51  L.  K.  A. 
246,  61  Pac.  894;  State  v.  Krohne,  4  Wyo. 
347,  34  Pac.  3. 

The  act  providing  for  the  prosecution 
of  crimes  on  information,  as  concurrent  with 
indictment  by  a  grand  jury,  is  not  repug- 
nant to  art.  7,  S  18,  of  the  state  Constitu- 
tion. It  is  a  modification  of  grand  juries} 
within  the  meaning  of  the  Constitution. 

State  V.  Tucker,  36  Or.  291,  61  L.  R.  A, 
246,  61  Pac.  894;  State  v.  Lawrence,  12  Or. 
297,  7  Pac.  116;  Re  Dolph,  17  Colo.  35,  28 
Pac.  470. 

Moore,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  defendant,  Frank  Guglielmo,  was  in- 
formed against,  tried,  and  convicted  of  the 
crime  of  murder  in  the  first  dejjree,  alleged 
to  have  been  committed  in  Multnomah  coun- 
ty June  14,  1904,  by  killing  one  Freda  Gua- 
rascia,  and  from  the  judgment  which  fol- 
lowed he  appeals. 

It  is  insisted  by  his  counsel  that  the 
court  erred  in  denying  their  motion  to  set 
aside  the  information  on  the  gpround  that 
it  violated  the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  and  was  also 
repugnant  to  §  18  of  article  7  of  that  of 
this  state.  It  is  argued  that  the>e  sections 
of  organic  law  guarantee  to  every  suspected 
person  the  right  to  be  charged  by  indictment 
found  and  returned  by  a  grand  jury,  be- 
fore he  can  bo  required  to  plead;  that, 
though  our  state  Constitution  authorizes 
the  legislature  to  "modify  or  abolish"  grand 
juries,  it  must  do  so  either  by  increasinsr  or 
diminishing  the  number  of  "the  most  corn- 
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petent  of  the  prominent  citizens  of  the  coun- 
ty" of  which  that  body  is  composed  {State 
V.  Lawrence,  12  Or.  297,  7  Pac.  116;  Zahria- 
kie  V.  Hackenaack  d  N.  T.  R,  Co,  18  N.  J. 
Eq.  178,  90  Am.  Dec.  617),  or  by  totally 
abrogating  the  system ;  that  the  act  of  Feb- 
ruary 17,  1899  (Bellinger  &  C.  Codes  &  Stat- 
utes, §§  1258-1264),  empowering  the  trial 
court  to  convene  a  grand  jury,  demonstrates 
that  such  inquisitorial  body  has  not  been 
abolished,  nor  has  it  been  modified,  for  the 
authority  attempted  to  be  conferred  by  that 
act  upon  the  district  attorney  to  charge 
the  commission  of  crimes  by  information 
only  is  the  substitution  of  a  single  person, 
not  chosen  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the 
fundamental  law  of  this  state  for  the  selec- 
tion of  grand  jurors.  This  question  was 
duly  considered  in  the  case  of  State  v. 
Tucker,  36  Or.  291,  51  L.  R.  A.  246,  61  Pac. 
894,  and  decided  adversely  to  the  defendant's 
contention;  and,  believing  that  the  conclu- 
sion there  reached  is  supported  by  reason 
and  authority,  we  adhere  to  and  reafl&rm 
the  legal  principles  thus  announced.  Eur- 
tado  V.  California,  110  U.  S.  616,  28  L.  ed. 
232,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  Ill,  292;  Bolln  v.  Ne 
Iraska,  176  U.  S.  83,  44  L.  ed.  382,  20  Sup, 
Ct.  Rep.  287.  In  Re  Boulter,  5  Wyo.  329, 
40  Pac  520,  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Groesbeck, 
in  a  very  able  opinion,  answers  the  questions 
presented  by  defendant's  counsel  on  this 
branch  of  the  case,  and  shows  that  the  doc- 
trine contended  for  herein  is  without  merit. 
The  defendant,  never  having  had  or  waived 
a  preliminary  examination,  was  charged 
with  the  commission  of  the  alleged  crime  by 
an  information  not  sworn  to  by  any  person, 
upon  filing  which  the  court  ordered  a  bench 
warrant  to  be  issued  for  his  arrest,  though 
he  was  then  in  custody;  having  been  ap- 
prehended for  the  crime  with  the  commis- 
sion of  which  he  was  charged.  It  is  main- 
tained by  his  counsel  that  this  warrant  was 
issued  without  probable  cause,  because  it 
was  not  supported  bv  oath  or  affirmation,  and 
that  an  error  was  committed  in  overruling 
the  motion  to  set  aside  the  information,  based 
on  the  ground  that  it  violated  §  9  of  article 
1  of  the  Constitution  of  this  state,  prohibit- 
ing the  issuing  of  warrants  for  the  arrest 
of  any  person,  except  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  affirmation.  At  com- 
mon law  the  commission  of  crimes  was 
charged  either  by  indictment  or  information, 
depending  in  most  instances  upon  the  grade 
of  the  offense.  An  indictment  was  an  ac- 
cusation at  the  suit  of  the  sovereign  based 
on  the  oath  of  twelve  men  of  the  county 
wherein  the  offense  was  committed.  2 
Hawk.  P.  C.  287.  The  form  usually  pre- 
scribed for  the  commencoment  of  an  indict- 
ment was,  after  stating  the  venue,  as  fol- 
00  L.  R.  A. 


lows:  **The  jurors  for  our  lady  the  Queen 
upon  their  oath  present,"  etc.  1  Archbold, 
Crim.  Pr.  &  PI.  '76.  Sir  Matthew  Hale,  in 
speaking  of  the  caption  of  a  written  accu- 
sation, and  of  the  necessity  of  stating  there- 
in the  oath  of  the  jurors,  says:  ''It  must 
return  that  the  indictment  was  made  per 
sacrammtum."  2  Hale,  P.  C.  167.  The  form 
of  indictment  prescribed  by  the  legislative 
assembly  of  this  state  omits  a  recital  of  the 
oath  of  the  grand  jurors.  Bellinger  &  C. 
Codes  &  Statutes,  §  1304.  Before  the  grand 
jury  can  enter  upon  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  however,  an  oath  is  required  to  b«^ 
administered  to  them,  the  form  of  which  is 
also  ordained.  Id.  §  1271.  It  has  been  re- 
peatedly held  in  this  state  that  the  form 
of  indictment  given  in  the  statute  was  suffi- 
cient. State  v.  Dodson,  4  Or.  64;  State  v. 
Spencer,  6  Or.  152;  State  v.  Brown,  7  Or. 
186;  State  v.  Lee  Yan  Yan,  10  Or.  365; 
State  V.  Ah  Lee,  18  Or.  540,  23  Pac.  424. 
In  civil  actions  it  is  unnecessary  to  allege  a 
fact  which  the  law  will  presume.  Bliss, 
Code  PI.  3d  ed.  §  176.  It  will  be  presumed 
that  official  duty  has  been  regularly  per- 
formed (Bellinger  &  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  § 
788,  subd.  15)  ;  and  hence,  arguendo,  it 
would  seem  that  an  indictment  complying 
with  the  form  recommended  by  the  legisla- 
tive assembly,  though  omitting  a  recital 
therein  of  the  oath  of  the.  grand  juprs,  was 
sufficient. 

At  common  law  an  information  was  a  sur- 
mise or  suggestion  upon  record,  made  on 
behalf  of  the  sovereign  to  a  court  of  crimi- 
nal jurisdiction,  charging  a  person  with 
the  commission  of  a  misdemeanor.  Wilkee 
V.  King,  4  Bro.  P.  C.  360;  United  States 
y,  Tureaud,  20  Fed.  621.  "Informa- 
tions,** says  a  text  writer,  referring  to 
sucH  accusations  made  under  the  ancient 
rule,  "are  of  two  kinds:  First,  such  as  are 
merely  at  the  suit  of  the  King;  secondly-, 
such  as  are  partly  at  the  suit  of  the  King, 
ftnd  partly  at  the  suit  of  the  party."  2 
Hawk.  P.  C.  35tf.  Blackstone,  speaking  of 
criminal  informations,  in  distinguishing  the 
two  kinds,  exhibited  in  the  name  of  the 
King,  says:  "First,  those  which  are  truly 
and  properly  his  own  suits,  and  filed  ex 
officio  by  his  own  immediate  officer,  the  at- 
torney general;  secondly,  those  in  which, 
though  the  King  is  the  nominal  prosecutor, 
yet  it  is  at  the  relation  of  some  private 
person  or  common  informer;  and  they  are 
filed  by  the  King's  coroner  and  attorney  in 
the  court  of  King's  bench,  usually  called 
the  master  of  the  Crown  office,  who  is  for 
this  purpose  the  standing  officer  of  the  pub- 
lic. The  objects  of  the  King's  own  pros- 
ecutions, filed  ex  officio  by  his  own  attor- 
ney  general,   are   properly    such   enonnoua 
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misdemeanors  as  peculiarly  tend  to  disturb 
or  endanger  his  government,  or  to  molest  or. 
affront  bim  in  the  regular  discharge  of  his 
royal  functions.  For  offenses  so  high  and 
dangerous,  in  the  punishment  or  preven- 
tion of  which  a  moment's  delay  would  be 
fatal,  the  law  has  given  to  the  Crown  the 
power  of  an  immediate  prosecution,  without 
waiting  for  any  previous  application  to  any 
other  tribunal,  which  power,  thus  neces- 
sary, not  only  to  the  ease  and  safety,  but 
£ven  to  the  very  existence,  of  the  executive 
magistrate,  was  originally  reserved  in  the 
great  plan  of  the  English  Constitution 
wherein  provision  is  wisely  made  for  thn 
due  preservation  of  all  its  parts.  The  ob- 
jects of  the  other  species  of  informations 
filed  by  the  master  of  the  Crown  office  upon 
the  complaint  or  relation  of  a  private  sub- 
ject are  any  gross  and  notorious  misdemean- 
ors, riots,  batteries,  libels,  and  other  im- 
moralities of  an  atrocious  kind,  not  pecu- 
liarly tending  to  disturb  the  government 
(for  those  are  left  to  the  care  of  the  at- 
torney general),  but  which,  on  account  of 
their  magnitude  or  pernicious  example,  de- 
serve the  n^ost  public  animadversion."  4 
Bl.  Com.  •308.  In  the  reign  of  Henry  VII. 
the  remedy  by  information,  exhibited  on 
leave  of  court  by  the  master  of  the  Crown 
office,  became  the  means  of  great  oppression 
to  the  subjects  of  England,  and  so  contin- 
ued with  little  abatement  until  4  &  .5 
Wm.  k  Mary,  chap.  11,  and  chap.  18,  which 
provided,  in  effect,  that  the  clerk  of  the 
Crown,  in  the  court  of  the  King's  bench, 
should  not,  without  express  authority,  to  be 
given  by  the  court  when  in  session,  exhibit, 
receive,  or  file  any  information  for  any  of 
the  causes  for  which  it  was  allowable,  nor 
issue  any  process  thereon,  without  taking 
a  recognizance  from  the  person  procuring 
such  information  to  be  exhibited,  but  that 
the  act  should  not  extend  to  any  other  in- 
formation than  such  as  should  be  exhibited 
in  the  court  of  King's  bench  by  the  master 
of  the  Crown  office.  2  Hawk.  P.  C.  358. 
This  learned  author,  after  quoting  the  acts, 
the  substance  of  which  is  here  given,  makes 
the  following  declaration:  "From  whence 
it  follows  that  informations  exhibited  by 
the  attorney  general  remain  as  they  were  at 
the  common  law."  In  King  v.  Jolliffe,  4  T. 
R.  285,  Lord  Chief  Justice  Konyon,  referring 
to  the  act  regulating  the  exhibition  of  in- 
formations by  the  master  of  the  Crown 
office,  says:  "Before  the  statute  4  &  5  Wm. 
&  Mary,  chap.  18,  it  was  in  the  power  of  any 
individual  to  file  an  information,  without 
disclosing  to  the  court  the  grounds  on  which 
it  was  exhibited.  But  that  practice  being 
attended  with  the  inconveniences  recited  in 
the  preamble  to  that  statute,  it  was  enacted 
09  L.  R.  A. 


that  no  information  should  be  filed  without 
the  express  order  of  the  court,  publicly  giv- 
en. That  statute  does  not  enumerate  the 
grounds  which  are  sufficient  to  enable  us  to 
grant  the  information,  but  the  legislature 
left  it  to  our  discretion,  trusting  that  we 
should  not  so  far  transgress  our  duty  as 
to  go  beyond  the  rules  of  sound  discretion. 
In  ordinary  cases  affidavits  are  sworn  in  the 
court  for  the  express  purpose  of  praying  an 
information  upon  tliem,  but  that  does  not 
preclude  us  from  granting  an  information 
on  affidavits  equally  authentic,  although  not 
made  for  that  purpose."  Sir  James  Fitz- 
james  Stephen,  in  his  History  of  the  Crimi- 
nal Law  of  England  (vol.  1,  p.  296),  in  re- 
ferring to  the  act  of  1692,  regulating  in- 
formations exhibited  by  the  master  of  the 
Crown  office,  also  observes:  "The  practical 
result  of  this  statute  has  been  to  make  a 
motion  for  a  criminal  information  practi- 
cally equivalent  to  a  proceeding  before  mag- 
istrates in  order  to  the  committal  of  the  ac- 
cused." lliis  distinguished  jurist,  on  the 
page  of  his  valuable  work  preceding  that 
ftom  which  the  foregoing  excerpt  is  taken, 
in  referring  to  the  statute  of  1494  (11  Hen. 
VII.  chap.  3),  remarks:  "This  act  was  the 
one  under  which  Empson  and  Dudley  earned 
their  obscure  infamy."  Blackstone,  alluding 
to  the  act  last  referred  to,  and  also  to 
another  ordained  in  the  reign  of  the  sam« 
sovereign,  makes  the  following  statement: 
"But  when  the  statute  3  Hen.  VII.  chap.  1, 
had  extended  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  of 
star  chamber,  the  members  of  which  were 
the  sole  judges  of  tlie  law,  the  fact,  and  the 
penalty,  and  when  the  statute  11  Hen.  VII. 
chap.  3,  had  permitted  informations  to  be 
brought  by  any  informer  upon  any  penal 
statute,  not  extending  to  life  or  member,  at 
the  assizes  or  before  the  justices  of  tho 
peace,  who  were  to  hear  and  determine  the 
same  according  to  their  own  discretion, 
then  it  was  that  the  legal  and  orderly  juris- 
diction of  the  court  of  King's  bench  fell  in- 
to disuse  and  oblivion,  and  Empson  and  Dud- 
ley (the  wicked  instruments  of  King  Henry 
VII.) ,  by  hunting  out  obsolete  penalties,  and 
this  tyrannical  mode  of  prosecution,  with 
other  oppressive  devices,  continually  har- 
assed the  subject  and  shamefully  enriched 
the  Crown."  4  Bl.  Com.  'SIO.  It  was  the 
fear,  undoubtedly  entertained  by  the  citizens 
of  this  country,  that  a  violation  of  the  rights! 
of  personal  liberty,  as  practised  in  England 
in  the  reign  of  King  Henry  VII.,  might  pos- 
sibly be  repeated  to  their  injury,  that 
prompted  Congress  to  propose  and  secure 
the  adoption  of  the  4th  Amendment  to  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States.  As  this 
amendment  was  never  int-ended  to  limit  the 
powers  of  the  states  in  respect  to  their  own 
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people,  but  was  designed  to  operate  on  the 
national  government  only  {Spies  v,  Illinois 
lEx  parte  Spies]  123  U.  S.  131,  31  L.  ed. 
80,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  21,  22;  Bolln  v.  Nebras- 
ka, 176  U.  S.  83,  44  L.  ed.  382,  20  Sup. 
•Ct.  Rep.  287),  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  this  state  embodied  the  substance 
-thereof  in  the  Bill  of  Rights,  which  declares : 
"No  law  shall  violate  the  right  of  the 
people  to  be  secure  in  their  persons,  houses, 
papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable 
search  or  seizure;  and  no  warrant  shall 
issue  but  upon  probable  cause,  supported 
by  oath  or  affirmation,  and  particularly 
describing  the  place  to  be  searched,  and 
-the  person  or  thing  to  be  seized,*'  Or. 
Const,  art.  1,  §  9.  This  restrictive  clause 
lias  been  incorporated  into  the  statute  of 
this  state,  which,  so  far  as  deemed  involved 
herein,  is  as  follows:  An  information  is 
the  allegation  or  statement  made  before 
a  magistrate,  and  verified  by  the  oath  of 
the  party  making  it,  that  a  person  has 
been  guilty  of  some  designated  crime.  Bel- 
linger &  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  S  1581.  When 
•complaint  is  made  to  a  magistrate  of  the 
commission  of  a  crime^  he  must  examine 
the  informant  on  oath,  and  reduce  his  state- 
ment to  writing,  and  cause  the  same  to  be 
subscribed  by  him,  and  also  take  the  deposi- 
tions of  any  witnesses  that  the  informant 
may  produce  in  support  thereof.  Id.  S  1584. 
Thereupon,  if  the  magistrate  be  satisfied 
that  the  crime  complained  of  has  been  com- 
mitted, and  that  there  is  probable  cause  to 
believe  that  the  person  charged  has  com- 
mitted it^  he  must  issue  a  warrant  of  ar- 
rest, id.  §  1585.  The  necessity  of  satis- 
fying the  magistrate  that  the  crime  com- 
plained of  has  been  perpetrated,  and  that 
thcFC  is  probable  cause  to  believe  that  the 
person  charged  has  committed  it,  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  the  issuing  of  a  warrant 
■of  arrest,  is  analogous  to  the  leave  of  court 
which  the  master  of  the  Crown  office 
in  England  was  obliged  to  secure  before  he 
Avas  permitted  to  exhibit  an  information  in 
the  name  of  his  sovereign. 

At  common  law  the  attorney  general,  ea 
officio,  was  invested  with  a  discretionary 
power  of  filing  inforhiations  charging  the 
commission  of  misdemeanors,  and  hence  he 
was  not  obliged  to  ask  for  or  obtain  leave  of 
court  before  exercising  the  responsibility 
that  devolved  upon  him  by  virtue  of  his 
office.  4  Bl.  Com.  •309.  Thus,  in  Rex  v. 
Philipps,  3  Burr.  1564,  it  was  ruled  that  the 
attorney  general  had  a  right  himself,  ex 
officio,  to  exhibit  an  information  without 
leave  of  court;  Lord  Mansfield  saying: 
"This  is  not  a  case  within  the  act  of  4  \Vm. 
&  Mary,  chap.  18."  To  the  same  effect  is 
Rex  V.  Davis,  4  Burr.  2089,  in  which  case 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  same  learned  Justice  also  remarked: 
"If  it  appears  to  the  King's  attorney  gener- 
al to  be  right  to  grant  an  information,  he 
may  do  it  himself,  if  he  does  not  think  it 
so,  he  cannot  expect  us  to  do  it."  The  dis- 
cretionary power  vested  in  and  exercised  by 
the  attorney  general  at  common  law  de- 
volves, in  this  country,  in  the  absence  of 
any  statutory  regulations,  on  the  district 
attorneys  {State  v.  Douglas  County  Road 
Co.  10  Or.  198 ;  State  ex  rel,  Taylor  v.  Lord, 
28  Or.  498,  31  L.  R.  A.  473,  43  Pac.  471), 
who  are  entitled  to  prosecute  persons  for 
the  commission  of  crimes  by  information,  as 
a  right  pertaining  to  their  office,  and  with- 
out leave  of  court  (1  Bishop,  New  Crim. 
Proc.  9  144;  State  v.  Kyle,  166  Mo.  287,  56 
L.  R.  A.  115,  66  S.  W.  763).  "Therefore," 
says  Mr.  Justice  Thomas  in  State  v.  Rans 
berger,  106  Mo.  135,  17  S.  W.  290,  "when 
the  prosecuting  attorney  files  an  informa- 
tion, it  is  always  official;  it  is  his  accusa- 
tion, and  for  it  he  is  responsible."  In  Ter- 
ritory V.  Cutinola,  4  N.  M.  305,  14  Pac.  809, 
it  was  held,  notwithstanding  the  4th  Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States  was  in  force  in  the  territory  of 
New  Mexico,  that,  under  the  rules  of  the 
common  law,  as  adopted  in  this  country, 
it  was  not  essential  that  an  information 
filed  ex  officio  by  a  prosecuting  attorney, 
charging  the  commission  of  a  misdemeanor, 
should  be  supported  by  affidavit.  In  that 
case  the  court  criticizes  the  decision  of  Bil- 
lings, J.,  in  United  States  v.  Tureaud,  20 
Fed.  621,  cited  by  defendant's  counsel,  and 
states  that  the  part  of  the  opinion  relied 
upon  "is  the  mere  dictum  /of  the  judge,  and 
cannot  be  regarded  as  authority."  Section 
11  of  article  2  of  the  Constitution  of  Mis- 
souri, adopted  October  30,  1875,  declares 
that  no  w^arrant  to  seize  any  person  shall 
issue  without  probable  cause,  supported  by 
oath  or  affirmation  reduced  to  writing.  Sec- 
tion 12  of  article  2  of  the  organic  law  of 
that  state,  which  originally  provided  for 
the  prosecution  of  felonies  by  indictment 
only,  was  amended  by  resolution  of  the  leg- 
islature, which,  having  been  adopted  by  a 
vote  of  the  people,  took  effect  December  19, 
1900,  substituting  the  following  in  lieu  of 
the  former  clause,  to  wit:  "No  person 
shall  be  prosecuted  criminally  for  felony  or 
misdemeanor  otherwise  than  by  indictment 
or  information,  which  shall  be  concurrent 
remedies ;  but  this  shall  not  be  construed  to 
apply  to  cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval 
forces  or  in  the  militia  wh^n  in  actual  serv- 
ice in  time  of  war  or  public  danger/*  Mo. 
Laws  1899,  p.  382.  After  this  amendment 
was  adopted,  it  was  held,  notwithstanding 
the  Constitution  of  that  state  required  the 
oath  or  affirmation  supporting  the  probable 
cause  to  be  reduced  to  writing,  that  a  prose- 
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cuting  attorney  might  file  a  criminal  in- 
formation based  on  his  official  oath.  State 
r.  Kyle,  166  Mo.  287,  56  L.  R.  A.  115,  65  S. 
W.  763;  State  v.  Pohl,  170  Mo.  422,  70  S. 
W.  695;  State  v.  FletchalU  31  Mo.  App.  296; 
State  V.  Willcaon,  36  Mo.  App.  373 ;  State  v. 
Parker,  39  Mo.  App.  116. 

The  Bill  of  Rights  of  this  state  does  not 
demand  that  the  oath  or  affirmation  sus- 
taining the  probable  cause  shall  be  reduced 
to  writing,  nor  does  our  statute  require  an 
information  charging  the  commission  of  a 
crime  to  be  verified;  and,  in  the  absence  of 
any  enactment  on  the  subject,  the  rules  of 
the  common  law  in  relation  to  informations 
exhibited  by  the  attorney  general  are  ap- 
plicable and  controlling.  The  district  at- 
torney of  the  proper  judicial  district  in  this 
state  is  responsible  for  all  informations  filed 
and  is  not  obliged  to  obtain  leave  of  court 
to  discharge  his  duty  in  this  particular  be- 
fore he  is  permitted  to  exercise  the  discre- 
tion with  which  the  law  invests  him.  As 
the  circuit  court  is  authorized  to  convene  a 
grand  jury  when  deemed  advisable  (Bellin- 
ger &  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  §  1264),  indict- 
ments and  informations  are  therefore  con- 
current remedies,  and,  as  the  former  means 
of  charging  the  commission  of  a  crime  is 
based  on  and  supported  by  the  oath  of  the 
grand  jurors,  which  fact,  in  this  state,  need 
not  be  recited  in  the  written  accusation,  so 
an  information,  under  our  statute,  need  not 
be  verified,  for  the  official  oath  of  the  per- 
son whose  duty  it  is  to  prosecute  the  formal 
charge  complies  with  the  requirement  or 
the  organic  act,  and  supplies  the  necessary 
ojith  or  affirmation,  thereby  supporting  the 
probable  cause. 

It  is  contended  by  defendant's  counsel 
that  the  district  attorney  for  the  fourth 
judicial  district  did  not  prepare  or  file  the 
information  herein,  and  hence  the  court 
erred  in  denying  their  motion  to  set  it  aside. 
John  Manning,  the  officer  mentioned,  hav- 
ing been  called  as  a  witness  by  defendant's 
counsel,  testified  that  his  signature  to  the 
information  was  not  aftixed  by  him,  and 
that  he  was  not  in  Portland  the  day  the  in- 
formation was  filed.  L.  C.  Hartman  and 
J.  P.  Fones,  whose  names  are  indorsed  on 
the  information,  appearing  as  defendant's 
witnesses,  severally  testified  that,  in  fur- 
nishing evidence  as  a  basis  for  the  informa- 
tion, they  were  sworn  and  examined  in  the 
office  of  the  district  attorney  by  a  deputy. 
Tliat  part  of  the  statute  authorizing  a 
prosecuting  officer  to  nominate  representa- 
tives is  as  follows:  "A  district  attorney, 
(luring  his  continuance  in  office,  shall  be 
entitled  to  appoint  as  many  deputies  in  each 
county  as  he  may  deem  nect»ssary,  and 
may,  by  a  written  appointment  filed  with 
the  clerk  of  the  circuit  court  of  the  county, 
on  L.  11.  A. 


authorize  such  deputies,  or  any  of  them,  to- 
attend  upon  the  sittings  of  the  grand  jury,, 
and  attend  to  and  transact  all  business  per- 
taining to  the  district  attorney's  office.*'^ 
Bellinger  &  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  §  2927,  ai 
amended  by  act  of  December  28,  1903  (Sp. 
Laws  Or.  1903,  p.  32).  No  evidence  was 
offered  at  the  trial  tending  to  show  that 
the  appointment  of  the  deputy  who  signed 
the  name  of  the  district  attorney  to  the  in- 
formation was  in  writing,  or  the  extent  of 
the  power  delegated  to  him.  At  common 
law,  though  the  attorney  general  was  au- 
thorized to  exhibit  informations,  without 
leave  of  court,  charging  the  commission  of 
misdemeanors,  if  that  office  was  vacant  the 
solicitor  general  was  empowered  to  dis- 
charge that  duty.  In  Wilkes  v.  King,  4  Bro. 
P.  C.  360,  it  was  ruled  tliat  notice  of  the 
right  of  the  solicitor  general  to  exhibit  an 
information  would  be  taken,  without  proof 
of  the  vacancy  in  the  office  of  attorney  gen- 
eral. In  that  case  it  is  said:  "That  the 
attorney  and  solicitor  general  are  invested 
by  their  offices  with  general  authority  to 
commence  and  prosecute  the  suits  of  the 
Crown.  It  is  true,  the  attorney  general, 
as  the  superior  officer,  has  the  direction  and 
control  of  His  Majesty's  prosecutions,  in 
which  the  solicitor  general  seldom  inter- 
feres ;  but  it  is  equally  true  tliat  during  the- 
vacancy  of  the  office  of  attorney  general  all 
the  suits  of  the  Crown  both  criminal  and 
civil,  are  commenced,  prosecuted,  and  car- 
ried on  by  tne  solicitor  general.  That  at 
the  time  when  these  informations  were  filed 
against  Mr.  Wilkes  the  office  of  attorney 
general  was  vacant,  and  consequently  the 
solicitor  general  was  the  proper  officer  to 
exhibit  them.  But  it  is  said  that  the  fact 
of  the  vacancy  ought  to  appear  upon  the 
record.  The  only  pretense  for  such  an  aver- 
ment is  to  inform  the  court  of  the  vacancy, 
as  an  inducement  to  receive  the  information 
from  the  solicitor  general,  but  there  is  no 
necessity  for  that  intelligence.  The  attorney 
general  is,  in  truth,  an  officer  of,  and  has  a 
place  in,  the  court  of  King's  bench,  and  the 
court  will  take  notice  of  the  vacancy  of 
the  office;  and  there  are  multitudes  of  in- 
stances of  suits  commenced  and  prosecuted 
by  the  solicitor  general  on  behalf  of  the 
Crown,  without  any  averment  or  notice  tak- 
en of  the  vacancy  of  the  office  of  attorney 
general."  In  Choen  v.  State,  85  Ind.  209, 
it  was  held  that  an  indictment  signed  by  a 
person  as  "special  prosecuting  attorney" 
was  not  subject  to  a  motion  to  quafth,  or 
vulnerable  to  a  plea  in  abatement,  which 
did  not  deny  the  due  appointment  of  such 
special  prosecuting  officer.  In  deciding  that 
case,  Mr.  .Justice  Woods  says:  "A  court 
takes  cognizance  of  its  own  officers  and  of 
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the  genuineness  of  their  official  signature:* 
and  designations.*' 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  motion  to  set  aside 
the  information  is  based  on  the  ground  that 
*it  was  not  found,  indorsed,  or  presented  as 
required  by  law.  This  objection  was  insuffi- 
cient to  challenge  the  appointment  of  the 
deputy  district  attorney,  and,  as  the  trial 
court  is  presumed  to  be  cognizant  of  its 
own  officers  and  of  the  measure  of  their 
powers,  no  proof  of  the  appointment  of  the 
deputy  was  neci'ssjary.  There  being  no  is- 
sue on  this  question,  it  must  be  assumed 
that  the  deputy  district  attorney  possessed 
plenary  power,  and  was  authorized  to  exam- 
ine witnesses  to  enable  him*  intelligently  to 
charge  persons  with  the  "  commission  of 
crimes,  to  prepare  informations,  sign  the 
name  of  the  district  attorney  thereto,  and  to 
file  them  in  the  circuit  court.  People  v.  Et- 
ting,  99  Cal.  577,  34  Pac.  237 ;  United  States 
V.  Nagle,  17  Blatchf.  258,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
15,852.  In  State  v.  Belding,  43  Or.  95,  71 
Pac.  330,  it  was  held  that  the  district  attor- 
ney having  filed  an  information  containing 
his  name,  printed  under  the  indorsement, 
"A  true  information,"  thereby  adopted  such 
printed  name  as  his  own  signature,  which 
bound  him  as  effectually  as  if  he  had  person- 
ally subscribed  it  to  the  accusation.  So,  too, 
in  the  case  at  bar,  when  the  district  attor- 
ney insisted  on  the  defendant's  pleading  to 
the  information,  he  thereby  ratified  the  sub- 
scription of  his  name  by  his  deputy.  The 
district  attorney,  by  virtue  of  his  election 
and  oath  of  office,  was  authorized  formally 
to  charge  persons  with  the  commission  of 
crimes  perpetrated  or  consummated  in  the 
judicial  district  in  which  he  was  chosen, 
and,  invoking  the  maxim.  Qui  facit  per  alium 
facit  per  se,  when  he  caused  the  defendant 
to  ^o  to  trial  on  the  information  filed  by 
'his  deputy  he  thereby  verified  under  his  of- 
ficial oath  the  facts  constituting  the  grava- 
men of  the  charge. 

The  office  of  deputy  district  attorney  was 
not  created  by  the  organic  law  of  this  state, 
so  as  to  require  the  appointee  to  swear  to 
support  the  Constitutions  of  the  United 
States  and  of  this  state  (Or.  Const,  art.  15, 
9  3),  nor  have  we  been  able  to  find  any 
statutory  provision  demanding  that  he  shall 
ta'ke  an  oath  of  office;  but  as  the  deputy,  in 
the  case  at  bar,  did  not  subscribe  his  own 
name  to  the  information,  but  signed  that  of 
the  prosecuting  attorney,  who  is  a  constitu- 
tional officer  (Or.  Const,  art.  7,  S  17),  and 
specially  required  to  take  an  oath  of  office 
(Bellinger  &  C.  Codes  &  Statutes,  §  2r)02), 
the  information,  which  states  the  facts  con- 
stituting the  probable  cause  (Jones  v.  Roh- 
hinfij  8  Oray,  .329),  is  supported  by  an  oath. 

Brlievinsr  that  the  defendant  had  a  fair 
and  impartial  trial  in  the  manner  prescribed 
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by  law,  and  that  no  prejudicial  error  was 
committed,  the  judgment  %b  affirmed. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
Moore,  J.,  on  March  27,  1905,  handed  down 
the  following  additional  opinion: 

It  is  contended  by  deiendant's  counsel, 
in  their  petition  for  a  rehearing,  that  if  it 
be  conceded,  as  stated  in  the  former  opinion 
herein,  that  a  district  attorney  in  this  state 
possesses  the  power,  formerly  exercised  ex 
officio  by  the  attorney  general  in  England, 
of  exhibiting  informations  for  misdemeanors 
only,  a  district  attorney  in  Oregon  has  no 
authority  in  that  manner  to  charge  a  felony. 
The  legal  principle  insisted  upon  challenges 
the  power  of  the  legislative  assembly  to  con- 
fer upon  the  district  attorney  such  authori- 
ty. The  only  reason  that  can  be  assigned 
to  support  this  point  is  that  such  a  proced- 
ure is  violative  of  the  14th  Amendment  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  United  States,  in 
that  it  may  result  in  the  deprivation  of 
life  or  liberty  without  due  process  of  law. 
The  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States, 
in  construing  this  clause,  has  settled  all  con- 
troversy on  the  subject  by  holding  that  the 
prosecution  of  a  person  for  a  felony  by  an 
information  only  constitutes  due  process 
of  law.  Hurtado  v.  California,  110  U.  S. 
516,  28  L.  ed.  232,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  Ill,  292: 
Bolln  V.  Nebraska,  176  U.  S.  83,  44  L.  ed. 
382,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  287. 

The  similarity  of  power  exercised  ex 
officio  under  the  rules  of  the  common  law  by 
the  attorney  general  of  England,  and  that 
employed  by  a  district  attorney  in  this 
state,  lies  in  the  fact  that  the  former  was, 
and  the  latter,  in  the  absence  of  legislation 
on  the  subject,  is,  authorized  to  perform  the 
duties  devolving  upon  him  without  leave  of 
court.  A  district  attorney  may  therefore, 
in  his  own  discretion,  file  an  information 
charging  the  commission  of  any  crime  com- 
mitted or  triable  in  the  county  for  which  he 
is  elected  or  appointed.  An  examination  of 
the  rules  of  the  common  law,  and  an  inves- 
tigation of  the  mode  of  practice  pursued  by 
the  attorney  general  of  England  thereunder, 
necessarily  lead  to  the  conclusion  that  a 
district  attorney  in  this  state,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  enactment  on  the  subject,  pos- 
sesses the  same  measure  of  power  exercised 
by  him,  and  hence  is  not,  like  the  master  of 
the  Crown  office,  obliged  to  secure  leave  of 
court  before  he  can  exercise  his  discretion, 
but,  like  such  attorney  general,  he  has  au- 
thority to  file  informations  charging  the 
commission  of  misdemeanors.  This  is  the 
limit  to  the  analogy  between  the  powers  of 
these  officers,  but.  to  the  extent  of  the  sim- 
ilarity indicated,  the  ancient  law  is  germane 
and  governs.  demon«^trating  that  a  district 
attorney  in  this  state  possesses  plenary  pow- 
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er  to  file  informations  without  permission 
of  court. 

His  authority,  however,  so  far  as  it  re- 
lates to  the  filing  of  informations  charging 
the  commission  of  felonies,  is  not  derived 
from  the  common  law,  but  directly  from  the 
legislative  assembly.  Bellinger  &  C.  Codes 
&  Statutes,  S  1258.  The  organic  law  of 
this  state,  in  commanding  the  method  to  be 
pursued  in  securing  jurors,  is  as  follows: 
'The  legislative  assembly  shall  so  provide 
that  the  most  competent  of  the  permanent 
citizens  of  the  county  shall  be  chosen  for 
jurors;  and  out  of  the  whole  number  in  at- 
tendance at  the  court,  seven  shall  be  chosen 
by  lot  as  grand  jurors,  five  of  whom  must 
concur  to  find  an  indictment.  But  the  leg- 
islative assembly  may  modify  or  abolish 
grand  jurors."  Or.  Const,  art.  7,  S  18. 
The  legislative  assembly,  exercising  the  pow- 
er thus  reserved,  passed  an  act,  which  was 
approved  February  17,  1899  (Laws  1899, 
p.  99),  authorizing  the  district  attorney 
of  any  judicial  district  in  this  state  to  file 
informations  charging  persons  with  the  com- 
mission o,f  any  crimes,  defined  and  made 
punishable  by  the  laws  of  Oregon,  that  have 
been  committed  in  the  county  where  the  in- 
formation is  filed.  Bellinger  A  C.  Codes  & 
Statutes,  S  1258.  'ine  information  specified 
shall  be  substantially  in  the  form  prescribed 
for  an  indictment  (Id.  §  1304),  except  that 
the  words  "district  attorney"  shall  be  used 
instead  of  the  words  "grand  jury"  wherever 
the  same  occur.  Id.  S  1259.  The  informa- 
tion, when  filed,  shall  be  construed  like,  and 
deemed  to  be  in  all  respects  the  same  as,  an 
indictment,  and  the  same  proceedings  shall 
be  had,  and  with  like  effect,  as  in  cases  where 
indictments  are  returned  by  a  grand  jury. 
Id.  I  1260.  Any  person  within  this  state 
can  be  compelled  by  subpcena  to  appear  be- 
fore a  district  attorney  to  testify  concern- 
ing any  crime  inquired  of  by  him.  Id.  § 
1261.  The  name  of  each  witness  thus  ex- 
amined by  the  district  attorney  shall  be  in- 
serted at  the  foot  of  or  indorsed  upon  the 
information  before  it  is  filed.     Id.  §  1262. 

A  perusal  of  the  act  in  question,  the  sub- 
stance of  which  is  hereinbefore  stated,  will 
show  that  it  is  in  effect  a  modification  of 
the  grand  jury  system,  whereby  that  in- 
quisitorial body  has,  except  when  in  the 
opinion  of  the  court  deemed  advisable  (Id. 
§  1264),  been  superseded  by  the  district  at- 
torney, who  can  find  informations  only  on 
the  testimony  of  witnesses  taken  before  him, 
which  tends  to  show  that  a  crime  has  been 
committed  in  the  county,  and  that  there  is 
reasonable  cause  to  believe  that  the  person 
to  be  charged  is  connected  therewith  and 
can  upon  a  trial  therefor  be  convicted  there- 
of. The  change  in  the  manner  of  initiating 
criminal  actions  is  a  reasonable  exercise  by 
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the  legislative  assembly  of  the  power  re- 
served by  the  people  in  the  fundamental  law, 
and  because  their  representatives,  when  as- 
sembled, considered  it  appropriate  to  des-* 
ignate  the  district  attorney  as  the  proper 
person  formally  to  charge  the  conunission 
of  crimes,  his  right  to  employ  the  authority 
conferred  is  as  well  founded  as  if  the  con< 
trol  in  such  matters  had  been  delegated  to 
any  other  person  or  number  of  persons. 

"An  information,"  as  defined  by  the  leg- 
islative assembly  in  1864,  "is  the  allegation 
or  statement  made  before  a  magistrate,  and 
verified  by  the  oath  of  the  party  making  it, 
that  a  person  has  been  guilty  of  some  desig- 
nated crime.'*  Id.  §  1581.  In  modifying 
the  grand  jury  system,  the  legislative  as- 
sembly in  1809  designated  the  formal  charge 
of  the  commission  of  a  crime,  made  by  the 
district  attorney  as  an  "information,"  but 
the  accusation  in  writing  might  have  been 
indicated  as  well  by  any  other  name.  The 
word  "information,''  as  defined  in  the  stat- 
ute first  enacted,  refers  to  the  charge  made 
before  a  magistrate,  and  in  the  last  act  to 
the  complaint  made  by  a  district  attorney. 
We  do  not  think  the  legislative  assembly, 
by  designating  the  formal  charge  last  re- 
ferred to  as  an  "information,"  thereby  in- 
tended that  the  word  used  should  be  under- 
stood as  meaning  a  verified  statement,  and 
for  this  reason  resort  must  be  had  to  §  9 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  this  state,  and  not 
to  the  statute  defning  the  word,  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  the  information  filed 
by  the  district  attorney  should  be  verified 
by  an  oath  indorsed  thereon  or  specially 
made  with  reference  thereto.  The  affidavits 
required  to  support  the  probable  cause  were 
originally  sworn  in  the  court  for  the  express 
purpose  of.  praying  an  information  upon 
them.  King  v.  JolUffe,  4  T.  K  285.  As^ 
at  common  law  the  attorney  general  in  Eng- 
land ex  officio  exhibited  informations  for 
misdemeanors  without  leave  of  court,  no 
necessity  existed  for  the  making  of  an  affi- 
davit to  support  the  probable  cause,  except 
by  the  master  of  the  Crown  ofiioe.  This 
was  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  as  an- 
nounced in  King  v.  Jolliffe,  4  T.  R.  285,  when 
the  4th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  was  ratified,  and  al^ 
when  S  9  of  the  Bill  of  tlights  of  this  state 
was  adopted,  commanding  that  no  warrant 
should  be  issued  but  upon  probable  cause, 
supported  by  oath  or  afiirnrntion.  A  rea- 
sonable interpretation  of  the  clause  of  the 
organic  law  of  this  state,  to  which  attention 
is  called,  when  read  in  connection  with  the 
rules  of  the  common  law,  leads  to  the  con- 
clusion that  an  indictment  found  and  re- 
turned by  a  grand  jury  need  not  be  special- 
ly verified  by  an  oath  of  any  person,  and 
that  the  same  rule  also  applies  to  iuforma- 
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tions  exhibited  without  leave  of  court,  which 
are  in  effect  indictments  found  and  returned 
by  the  district  attorney.  .Where,  however, 
leave  of  court  is  required  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  filing  of  an  information,  it 
would  seem  that  the  probable  cause  must  be 
supported  by  an  oath  or  affirmation  before 
any  warrant  can  be  issued,  unless  the  ac- 
cused has  had  or  waived  a  preliminary  ex- 
amination. Rat  cliff  v.  People,  22  Colo.  75, 
43  Pac.  653;  Holt  v.  People,  23  Colo.  1,  45 
Pac.  374;  Noble  v.  People,  23  Colo.  9,  46 
Pac.  376.  As  a  district  attorney  in  this 
state  is  not  required  to  secure  leave  of  court 
before  be  can  file  an  information  charging 
the  commission  of  a  crime,  and  as  he  has 
in  effect  been  subrogated  in  lieu  of  the 
grand  jurors  in  this  respect,  so  that  an  in- 
formation filed  by  him  is  tantamount  to  an 
indictment  returned  by  the  grand  jury,  we 
think  his  oath  of  office,  though  promissory, 
is  equivalent  to  the  oaths  of  the  grand  ju- 
rors which  are  assertory,  and  each  suffi- 
ciently supports  the  probable  cause,  though 
not  indorsed  thereon  or  specially  connected 
therewith. 

It  is  insisted  by  defendant's  counsel  that 
the  bill  of  exceptions  fails  to  disclose  the 
person  who  subscribed  the  district  attor- 
ney's name  to  the  information.  We  think 
this  question  is  unimportant,  for  the  dis- 
trict attorney,  having  assisted  in  prosecut- 
ing the  defendant,  and  being  present  when 
he  was  arraigned  and  secured  an  extension 
of  time  within  which  to  plead,  thereby 
adopted  the  signature  appended  to  the 
written  accusation,  and  ratified  the  act 
of  the  person  who  subscribed  his  name  there- 
to.    State  V.  Bclding,  43  Or.  95,  71  Pac.  330. 

The  bill  of  exceptions  shows  that  the  dis- 
trict attorney  was  absent  from  Multnomah 
county  June  15,  1904,  the  day  the  informa- 
tion was  filed,  at  which  time  it  also  appears 
that  a  bench  warrant  for  the  arre>*t  of  the 
defendant  was  "ordered"  to  be  issued  on 
the  motion  of  a  deputy  of  tlie  district  attor- 
ney. Based  on  this  condition  of  the  tran- 
script, it  is  contended  by  defendant's  coun- 
sel that  if  ratification  by  the  district  attor- 
ney gave  validity  to  the  infornintion,  which 
they  deny,  such  confirmation  did  not  occur 
until  after  the  bench  warrant  was  executed, 
and  hence  is  was  issued  without  authority. 
The  court's  order  that  a  bench  warrant  be 
issued  is  in  effect  a  judgment  awarding  the 
relief  demanded  by  the  deputy  district  at- 
torney when  the  information  was  filed.  The 
issuance  of  the  warrant  in  pursuance  of 
such  judgment  is  a  ministerial  act  per- 
formed by  the  clerk  of  the  court,  usually 
upon  the  request  of  the  officer  entitled  there- 
to. The  bill  of  exceptions  shows  that  on 
June  16,  1904,  the  district  attorney  was  in 
the  court  when  the  defendant  first  appeared 
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therein,  but,  no  copy  of  the  warrant  being 
set  out  in  the  record,  it  does  not  affirma- 
tively appear  that  the  capias  was  not  "is- 
sued" at  the  request  of  the  district  attorney 
himself  before  he  took  any  part  in  the  ac- 
tion in  open  court,  thereby  ratifying  the 
finding  of  the  information,  and  verifying  it 
with  his  official  oath,  prior  to  the  issuance 
of  the  bench  warrant.  The  defendant  had 
been  arrested  for  the  commission  of  the 
crime  of  which  he  was  convicted,  and  was 
confined  in  jail  therefor  wlien  the  informa- 
tion was  filed.  His  incarceration,  there- 
fore, rendered  the  immediate  issuance  of  a 
bench  warrant  unnecessary,  and  the  reason- 
able probabilities  strengthen  the  conclusion 
reached,  that  the  capias  was  not  issued  by 
the  clerk  until  June  16,  1904,  and  then, 
possibly,  upon  the  prsecipe  of  the  district 
attorney. 

It  follows  from  these  considerations  that 
the  petition  for  a  rehearing  is  denied. 


MANCHESTER  ASSURANCE   COMPANY 
ei  al.,  Appts,, 

V. 

OREGON    RAILROAD    A    NAVIGATION 
COMPANY,  Reapi, 


(. 


.Or., 


.) 


1.  After  a  meinornndam  book  baa  been 
introduced  In  evidence  without  objec- 
tlou  no  objection  will  He  to  its  use  as  evi- 
dence, or  to  a  witness  usInK  it  as  a  basis 
for  the  facts  to  which  he  testifies,  on  the 
ground  tlint  he  did  not  make  the  entries. 

2.  If  the  memoranda  of  inspection  of 
enorineii  prepared  by  the  men  in 
chnrRre  of  that  v»'ork  and  filed  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  railroad  company  have  been  lost, 
and  the  facts  with  regard  to  the  inspection 
fovKotten  by  them,  such  facts  may  be  proved 
by  the  introduction  in  evidence  of  a  tran- 
script of  such  memoranda,  entered  by  the 
proper  clerk  in  a  book  kept  for  tnat  purpose, 
accompanied  by  his  teRttmony  and  that  of 
the  inapectore,  showinfir  that  inspections  were 
made  and  properly  entered  in  the  book. 

3.  If  the  particular  engine  "vrhich 
caused  a  lire  near  a  railroad  track 
is  not  identified,  the  Jury  may,  in  deter 
mining  the  question  of  the  nej^llgence  of  the 
railroad  company,  consider  evidence  that  fires 
were  set  out  at  about  the  time  the  loss  oc- 
curred, by  engines  belonclnsr  to  the  defend- 
ant, which  are  not  claimed  to  have  started 
the  fire  in  question. 

(January  9,  ino."i.> 


Note. — For  other  cnscs  in  tliis  .s,mi»*s  ur>  iv^  ..  . 
mlsHlbility  of  memoranda  as  evidence,  see  Cur- 
tis V.  Bradley,  28  L.  R.  A.  143  ;  Hay  v.  Peter- 
son, 34  L.  It.  A.  G81 ;  State  v.  Brady,  36  L.  R.  A. 
698. 

Ab  to  admissibility  of  street-car  conductor's 
trip  report  as  to  fares  taken,  see  Callihan  v. 
Washington  Water  Power  Co.  56  L.  R.  A.  773. 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiffs  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Umatilla  County 
in  favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  the  alleged  negligent  de- 
struction of  plaintiffs*  property.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  John  J.  Balleray  and  John 
McConrt,  for  appellants: 

A  witness  is  allowed  to  refresh  his  memory 
respecting  a  fact,  by  anything  written  by 
himself  or  under  his  direction  at  the  time 
when  the  fact  occurred,  or  immediately 
thereafter,  or  at  any  other  time  when  the 
fact  was  fresh  in  his  memory,  and  he  knew 
that  the  same  was  correctly  stated  in  the 
writing;  but  in  either  case  the  writing  must 
be  produced,  and  may  be  inspected  by  the 
adverse  party,  who  may,  if  he  chooses,  cross- 
examine  the  witness  upon  it,  and  m«iy  read 
it  to  the  jury.  A  witness  may  testify  from 
such  writing,  though  he  retains  no  recol- 
lection of  the  particular  fact. 

1  Bellinger  A  C.  Anno.  Codes  &  Statutes, 
I  848,  p.  407. 

A  witness  cannot  be  aJ lowed  to  testify  or 
refresh  his  memory  from  something  not  writ- 
ten by  himself,  or  under  his  direction;  nor 
can  a  private  writing  of  a  witness,  not  writ- 
ten by  himself,  or  under  his  direction,  be 
read  in  evidence  where  tlie  witness  has  no 
recollection  of  the  fact. 

MerHll  v.  Ithaca  d  O.  R.  Co,  16  Wend. 
506,  30  Am.  Dec.  130;  8  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  pp. 
^•\>^.  1.30.  142,  143;  Prrk  v.  Vnlentine,  94  N. 
Y.  571;  Watson  v.  Miller,  82  Tex.  279,  17  S. 
W.  1053;  State  v.  Mayers,  35  Or.  537,  57 
Pac.  197,  36  Or.  44,  58  Pac.  892;  Suseicind 
V.  Lever,  37  Or.  367,  61  Pac.  644;  Maxwell 
V.  Wilkinson  {Parsons  v.  Wilkhison),  113  U. 
S.  656,  28  L.  cd.  1037,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  691 ; 
Marcly  v.  ShuUs,  29  N.  Y.  350;  Caldwell  v. 
liowen,  80  Mich.  387,  45  N.  W.  185;  Ue- 
matite  Min,  Co.  v.  East  Tennessee,  V.  d  0. 
R.  Co.  92  Ga.  268,  18  S.  E.  25;  Rapalje, 
Witnesses,  §§  280-284;  People  v.  MeLaugh- 
lin,  13  Misc.  287,  35  N.  Y.  Supp.  77 ;  People 
v.  Munroe,  100  CaJ.  664,  24  L.  R.  A.  33,  38 
Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  35  Pac.  326;  Fntz  v.  Bur- 
Hss,  41  S.  C.  149,  19  S.  E.  305;  Chicago  d  A. 
R.  Co.  V.  Adler,  56  111.  348. 

Evidence  of  other  fires,  or  scattering  of 
fire,  sparks,  or  cinders  of  large  size,  or  in 
large  quantities,  by  engines  of  a  railroad 
company,  other  than  an  engine  causing  a 
fire,  the  subject  of  litigation,  at  about  the 
time  and  place  of  the  fire  complained  of,  is 
admissible. 

yorthem  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  2  C.  C.  A. 
446,  7  U.  S.  App.  254,  51  Fed.  658;  Oulf,  C. 
d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Johnson,  4  C.  C.  A.  447,  10 
U.  S.  App.  629,  54  Fed.  474;  Grand  Trunk 
R.  Co.  V.  Richardson,  91  U.  S.  464,  23  L.  ed. 
356;  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  d  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Gil- 
bert, 3  C.  C.  A.  204,  10  U.  S.  App.  375,  52 
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Fed.  713;  Hoskinson  v.  Central  Vermont  R^ 
Co,  66  Vt.  618,  30  Atl.  27;  Campbell  v. 
MissouH  P.  R.  Co.  121  Mo.  340,  25  L.  R.  A. 
177,  42  Am.  St.  Rep.  530,  25  S.  W.  936; 
KoontzY.  Oregon  R.  d  Sav.  Co.  20  Or.  10,  23 
Pac.  820;  Henderson  v.  Philadelphia  d  R.  R, 
Co.  144  Pa.  461,  16  L.  R.  A.  299,  27  Am.  St. 
llep.  652,  22  Atl.  851;  Thatcher  v.  Maine  C. 
R.  Co.  85  Me.  502,  27  Atl.  519;  Chicago  d 
E.  R,  Co.  V.  Zimmerman,  12  Ind.  App.  504, 
40  N.  E.  703;  Steele  v.  Pacific  Coast  R.  Co. 
74  Cal.  323,  15  I'ac.  851;  Longabaugh  v. 
Virginia  City  d  Truckec  R.  Co.  9  Nev.  271; 
St.  Joseph  d  D.  C.  R.  Co,  v.  Chase,  11  Kan. 
47;  Elliott,  Railroads,  §  1243;  Sheldon  v. 
Hudson  River  R.  Co.  14  N.  Y.  219,  67  Am. 
Dec.  166;  Webb  v.  Rome,  W.  d  O.  R.  Co.  49 
N.  Y.  424,  10  Am.  Rop.  389;  Annapolis  d  A, 
R,  Co.  V.  Qantt,  30  .Aid.  124;  Mills  v.  Louis- 
ville d  y,  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  488,  76  S. 
W.  29;  St.  Louis,  L  M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Law- 
rence (Ind.  Terr.)  76  S.  W.  254;  Illinois  C. 
R.  Co.  V.  Barrett,  23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1755,  66  S. 
W.  9;  Lesser  Cotton  Co.  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M, 
d  8.  R.  Co.  62  C.  C.  A.  99,  114  Fed.  135. 

Messrs.  VT.  VT,  Cotton,  Carter  A 
Raley,  and  Henry  F.  Conner,  for  re- 
spondent : 

When  the  witness  Whitby  saw  the  book, 
examined  the  entries,  knew  them  to  be  cor- 
rect, and  signed  them  shortly  after  the  fact 
of  the  inspection,  the  book  became  an 
original,  and  was  therefore  admissible. 

Merrill  v.  Ithaca  d  0.  R.  Co.  16  Wend. 
588,  30  Am.  Dec.  130;  Abbott,  Trial  Ev.  2d 
ed.  pp.  .395,  306;  Greenl.  Ev.  14th  cd.  |  437; 
Stephen's  Digest  of  Ev.  Chase's  ed.  §  136. 
note  2;  Hayden  v.  Boxie,  27  111.  App.  533; 
Flynn  v.  Gardner,  3  111.  App.  253;  Com.  v. 
Ford,  130  Mass.  64,  39  Am.  Rep.  426; 
Filkins  v.  Baker,  6  Lans.  516;  Krom  \, 
Levy,  1  Hun,  171 ;  Gould  v.  Conway,  59  Barb. 
355;  Green  v.  Caulk,  16  Md.  556;  Acklen  v. 
Hickman,  63  Ala.  494,  35  Am.  Rep.  54; 
Burton  v.  Plummer,  2  Ad.  &  El.  341;  Beddo 
v.  Smith,  Minor  (Ala.)  397;  Queen  v.  Lang- 
ton,  L.  R.  2  Q.  B.  Div.  296 ;  Wood  v.  Cooper, 
1  Car.  &  K.  645. 

An  instruction  which  directs  the  attention 
of  the  jury  to  particular  items  of  testimony 
is  objectionable. 

Church  V.  Melville,  17  Or.  413, 21  Pac.  387 ; 
Crossen  v.  Oliver,  41  Or.  505,  69  Pac.  308; 
Blaslifield,  Instructions  to  Juries,  §§  105- 
111;  State  v.  Huffman,  16  Or.  15,  16  Pac. 
640;  State  v.  Bowker,  20  Or.  309,  38  Pac.  124. 

Wolvertoia,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court : 

The  defendant,  to  show  that  it  had  ob- 
served proper  care  and  precaution  in  keeping 
its  engines  and  the  smokestacks  thereof  in 
suitable  repair,  to  pnncut  the  escape  of 
sparks  and  fire,  and  the  coiiMMjuent  injurj* 
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to  the  property  of  others  along  the  line  of 
its  railroad,  called  one  Whitby  as  a  witness, 
who  testified  that  his  occupation  was  that 
of  a  boilermaker;  that  he  was  and  had  been 
in  the  employ  of  the  defendant;  that  he  in- 
spected locomotives  at  times,  but  that  he 
could  not  testify  from  memory  regarding  any 
inspection  of  engine  No.  400, — ^the  one  sup- 
posed to  have  done  the  damage.  A  book  was 
then  placed  in  his  hands,  and  his  attention 
-called  to  a  page  purporting  to  show  the 
examination,  condition,  and  repair  of  the 
smokestack  and  ash  pan  of  such  engine  at  La 
Grande  from  time  to  time  during  the  month 
-of  December,  1902.  This  book  is  ruled  in 
columns  headed,  respectively:  "Date  of 
examination;"  ''Condition  of  smokestack 
and  Netting;"  "Repaired,  State  Nature  of 
Repairs;"  "Condition  of  Ash  Pan  and 
Netting;"  "Repairs,  State  Nature  of  Re- 
pairs;" "Signature  of  Inspector;"  and  "Oc- 
cupation." Within  the  column  headed  "Con- 
dition of  Smokestack  and  Netting"  is  writ- 
ten the  word  "Good,"  opposite  the  figure  "2" 
in  the  column  headed  "Date  of  Examina- 
tion." The  word  "Good"  is  also  written 
under  the  heading  "Condition  of  Ash  Pan 
and  Netting,"  the  name  of  C.  W.  Ellsworth 
under  the  heading  "Signature  of  Inspector," 
and  the  word  "Inspector"  under  that  of  "Oc- 
cupation." The  same  thing  appears  as  of 
dates  December  3d  and  5th.  So  of  the  7th, 
nth,  13th,  15th,  23d,  30th,  and  31st,  except 
that  the  name  of  J.  A.  Whitby  appears  under 
"Signature  of  Inspector,"  and  "Boilermaker" 
under  "Occupation."  The  witness  then 
further  testiiicd  that  the  signatures  on  the 
page  were  those  of  the  witness,  except  the 
first  three,  and  that  the  word  "Boilermaker" 
was  written  by  him,  but  that  the  word 
"Good,"  wherever  appearing,  was  written  by 
a  clerk  in  the  division  foreman's  office;  that 
it  was  entered  from  reports  that  the  witness 
turned  in  in  writing;  that  when  he  signed 
the  page  he  know  the  entries  as  indicated  by 
the  clerk  opposite  his  signature  to  be  correct. 

On  cross-examination  the  inquiry  proceed- 
ed as  follows: 

Q,  Do  you  know  those  entries  tliere  to  cor- 
rectly report  the  examinations  made  on  those 
dates? 

A.  They  do. 

Q.  What  do  you  recall  about  the  in- 
spections except  from  this  memoranda? 

A.  When  the  book  is  given  to  me  to  sign, 
we  have  the  memoranda  right  there,  and 
look  them  over  when  we  sign  the  book,  to 
make  sure  it  is  right  when  we  sign  it. 

Q.  You  make  those  memoranda  on  what, — 
a  book? 

A.  Yes.  sir;  a  shopbook 

Q.  The  book  is  still  there,  which  you  made 
the  orii^inal  entries  in! 
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A.  I  guess  it  is. 

Q,  It  is  not  here,  is  it? 

A.  Noj  sir. 

Q.  The  clerk  makes  this,  and  you  sign 
them  ? 

A.  He  keeps  them,  and  copies  them  off  ol 
these  reports. 

Q.  W^ho  told  you  he  copied  it  off? 

A.  I  frequently  see  him. 

It  is  further  shown  that  this  book  is 
signed  by  the  inspector  from  the  1st  to  the 
6th  of  every  month  following.  The  page  al- 
luded to  had  previously  been  offered  and  re- 
ceived in  evidence  without  objection  while 
Ellsworth,  the  inspector  signing  as  of  dates 
December  2d,  3d,  and  5th,  was  on  the  stand, 
and  likewise  the  entire  book  had  been  of- 
fered and  admitted,  which  shows  the  in- 
spection of  many  other  engines  during  the 
same  month;  but  at  this  time  there  was  an 
objection  interposed  both  to  the  memoran- 
dum, and  to  the  witness's  using  it,  because  it 
appears  from  the  witness's  statement  that 
he  did  not  make  the  entries,  nor  were  they 
made  under  his  supervision.  Ellsworth, 
while  a  witness,  testified  that  he  made  his 
reports  sometimes  on  stubs,  requisition  stub 
books, — anything  to  get  them  on, — during 
the  month,  which  he  sent  into  the  office,  but 
that  he  had  them  before  him  when  he  signed 
up  the  exhibit.  The  objection  to  the  memo- 
randum itself  is  manifestly  withiJut  merit, 
as  at  this  time  it  had  already  been  admitted 
in  evidence  without  objection;  and,  as  to  the 
objection  to  the  witness's  using  it,  we  are  of 
the  opinion  that  it  is  also  without  merit,  for 
the  reason  that  the  exhibit  was  already  a 
matter  in  evidence,  and,  being  so,  there  exist- 
ed no  good  reason  why  the  witness  should 
not  have  been  examined  concerning  it,  nor 
why  he  should  not  have  made  such  state- 
ments touching  the  real  facts  as  he  was 
enabled  to  with  its  aid.  However,  as  this 
case  must  go  back  for  a  new  trial  on  another 
point,  we  will  state  briefly  the  result  of  our 
investigation  as  to  the  admissibility  and  use 
of  this  memorandum  for  any  purpose  in  the 
case. 

Under  the  testimony  of  Whitby,  the  result 
of  the  inspections  were  first  noted  in  a  shop- 
book,  and  the  memorandum  in  question  was 
subsequently  made  up  from  these  notations 
by  the  division  foreman's  clerk,  and  verified 
by  the  witness,  who  appended  his  signature 
in  testimony  thereof.  The  original  entries 
are  those  made  in  the  shopbook.  Memoranda 
made  up  therefrom  are  but  secondary  evi- 
dence, and  are  not  per  se  competent  evi- 
dence of  what  was  done ;  nor  are  they  compe- 
tent for  use  by  the  witness  under  any  con- 
ditions, unless  they  so  refresh  his  memory 
that  he  would  thereby  be  enabled  to  testify 
independently  of  them,  or  except  the  origin- 
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als  be  lost,  or  their  absence  legally  excused. 
State  V.  Magers,  36  Or.  38,  42,  58  Pac.  892 ; 
Haines  v.  CadtDell,  40  Or.  229,  66  Pac.  910. 
By  the  old  law  a  witness  might  have  re- 
freshed his  memory  from  the  memorandimi 
or  writing  made  by  himself  or  under  his 
direction,  if  made  at  or  near  the  time«  and 
while  the  fact  or  facts  of  which  it  speaks 
were  fresh  in  his  mind;  and  so  he  might 
have  refreshed  his  memory  from  a  memoran- 
dum or  record  made  by  another,  if  read  by 
or  to  him  when  the  matter  was  fresh  in  his 
memory,  so  that  he  was  enabled  to  depose 
that  the  writing  correctly  represented  his 
recollection  at  the  time.  1  Greenl.  Ev.  16th 
ed.  S  4396,  Abbott,  Trial  Brief,  2d  ed.  395; 
Stephen's  Digest  of  Ev.  art.  136;  2  Phil- 
lipps,  Ev.  ^916;  Com.  v.  Ford,  130  Mass.  64, 
39  Am.  Rep.  426.  The  statute  has  changed 
this  rule,  so  that  now  a  memorandum  must 
have  been  made  by  the  witness  himself,  or 
under  his  direction.  1  Bellinger  &  C.  Anna 
Codes  k  Statutes,  §  848.  This  statute,  in 
the  light  of  the  law  as  it  formerly  stood,  was 
probably  designed  to  apply  more  particular- 
ly, if  not  exclusively,  to  those  memoranda 
where,  after  consultation  by  the  witness,  his 
memory  is  not  so  refreshed  that  he  can  speak 
from  his  own  recollection  independently  of 
the  writing,  because,  if  wholly  refreshed,  so 
that  he  can  speak  without  it,  it  is  not  always 
necessary  that  he  produce  it  in  court;  but, 
if  reference  is  made  to  it  while  testifying, 
it  is  proper  for  the  opposite  counsel  to  cross- 
examine  concerning  it,  to  determine  whether 
he  is  using  it  as  evidence  aside  from  his 
recollection.  Friendly  v.  Lee,  20  Or.  202, 
25  Pac.  396;  State  v.  Magera,  36  Or.  38,  42, 
58  Pac.  892;  Haines  v.  Cadwell,  40  Or.  229, 
66  Pac.  910;  Hill  v.  State,  17  Wis.  675,  86 
Am.  Dec.  736;  Folsom  v.  Apple  River  Log- 
Driving  Co,  41  Wis.  602.  The  theory  of  the 
law  deducible  from  the  books  seems  to  be 
that  a  memorandum  is  but  secondary  evi- 
dence of  the  facts  of  which  it  speaks,  the 
primary  evidence  being  the  knowledge  of  the 
witness,  if  he  is  able  to  testify  truly  as  to 
the  facts  mentioned,  or  if  he  is  enabled  to 
testify  from  present  recollection  after  hav- 
ing had  his  mind  quickened  by  the  memoran- 
dum,— ^that  is  to  say,  of  his  own  knowledge, 
independent  of  the  memorandum;  and  it  is 
only  when  this  primary  proof  is  not  avail- 
able that  resort  may  be  had  to  the  secondary, 
so  that  it  becomes  necessary  to  show  that  the 
witness  cannot  speak  from  knowledge  of  the 
facts,  or  from  present  recollection  thereof, 
after  having  consulted  the  memorandum,  be- 
fore it  can  become  of  evidentiary  value, 
either  as  auxiliary,  or  an  aid  to  the  mind 
in  speaking  from  it.  Bradner,  Ev.  2d  ed. 
472;  Abbott,  Trial  Ev.  2d  ed.  395,  396; 
Friendly  v.  Lee,  20  Or.  202,  25  Pac.  396; 
Howard  v,  McDonough,  77  N.  Y.  592;  Peck 
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V.  VaJentine,  94  N.  Y.  569,  571;  National 
Ulster  County  Bank  v.  Madden,  114  N.  Y. 
280,  284,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  633,  21  N.  E,  408; 
Krom  V.  Levy,  1  Hun,  171;  People  v.  Mc- 
Laughlin, 150  N.  Y.  365,  44  N.  E.  1017; 
Acklen  v.  Hickman,  63  Ala.  494,  35  Am. 
Rep.  54;  Hayden  v.  Hoxie,  27  111.  App.  533. 
But  to  enable  a  witness  to  testify  from  the 
memorandum,  under  the  conditions  stated,, 
it  must  be  the  original,  unless  it  be  lost,  or 
its  absence  excused.  Davis  v.  Field,  56 
Vt.  426;  Caldwell  v.  Bowen,  80  Mich. 
382,  45  N.  W.  185;  Harrison  v.  Middle- 
ton,  11  Gratt.  527,  547.  If  the  original  be 
produced,  and  it  appears  that  it  was  made 
in  the  usual  course  of  business,  it  may  be 
introduced  and  received  in  evidence  along 
with  the  testimony  of  the  witness  who  made 
it,  and  is  enabled  to  say  that  the  facts  stated 
in  it  were  correctly  minuted  at  the  time; 
but  this  is  because  he  has  forgotten,  so  that 
he  is  unable  to  speak  concerning  such  fact* 
without  the  aid  of  the  memorandum.  Ab- 
bott, Trial  Ev.  2d  ed.  395,  396;  National 
Ulster  County  Bank  v.  Madden,  114  N.  Y. 
280,  284,  11  Am.  St.  Rep.  633,  21  N.  E.  408; 
Peck  V.  Valentine,  94  N.  Y.  569,  571;  Krom 
V.  Levy,  1  Hun,  171;  Merrill  v.  Ithaoa  d  O- 
R,  Co.  16  Wend.  586,  30  Am.  Dec.  130; 
Moots  Y.  State,  21  Ohio  St.  653;  Burton  y, 
Plummer,  2  Ad.  &  El.  341;  Doe  ex  dem. 
Church  V.  Perkins,  3  T.  R.  749;  Tanner  v. 
Taylor,  referred  to  by  Mr.  Justice  Buller  in 
the  latter  case.  Memoranda  made  in  the 
usual  course  of  business,  when  made  up 
from  reports  of  subordinates,  are  admissible, 
under  the  rule,  when  accompanied  by  the 
testimony  of  such  subordinates  that  they 
represent  truly  what  had  transpired,  com- 
bined with  that  of  the  person  minuting  the 
transactions  that  they  were  also  truly  noted ; 
but  not  so  with  merely  private  memoranda, 
not  made  in  pursuance  of  any  duty  owed  by 
the  person  making  them.  New  York  v. 
Second  Ave.  R.  Co,  102  N.  Y.  581,  66  Am. 
Rep.  839,  7  N.  E.  905.  To  the  same  purpose,  ^ 
see  Hancood  v.  Mulry,  8  Gray,  250;  Miller 
V.  Shay,  145  Mass.  162,  1  Am.  St.  Rep.  449, 
16  N.  E.  468.  So  the  court  in  the  case  of 
The  Norma,  15  C.  C.  A.  553,  35  U.  S.  App. 
421,  68  Fed.  609,  where  entries  were  made 
in  the  usual  way  from  memoranda  furnished 
by  foremen  of  the  time  of  their  workmen,  the 
memoranda  being  lost,  held  that  the  proofs 
were  sufficient  as  to  certain  items  pertaining 
to  the  yacht ;  the  foremen  having  been  called 
in  conjunction  with  the  bookkeeper  who 
made  up  the  accoimt.  Citing  New  York  v. 
Second  Ave.  R.  Co.  102  N.  Y.  581,  55  Am. 
Rep.  839,  7  N.  E.  905.  Another  phase  of  the 
question  was  presented  in  Peck  v.  Valentine, 
94  N.  Y.  569,  571,  where  the  plaintiff,  foi 
the  purpose  of  proving  that  defendant  had 
not  entered  in  his  cashbook  all  the  moneys 
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received  by  him  for  the  sales  of  lumber, 
called  one  Leggett,  who  testified  that  he 
kept  on  a  loose  piece  of  paper  an  account  of 
moneys  received  by  defendant,  which  he  gave 
to  the  plaintiff.  This  the  plaintiff  supple- 
mented by  his  own  testimony  that  he  re- 
ceived the  memorandum  from  Leggett  and 
had  lost  it,  but  that  he  had  correctly  Qopied 
the  figures  into  a  memorandum  book,  and 
that  the  entries  had  not  been  altered ;  and  it 
was  held  error  to  receive  the  book  in  evi- 
dence, because  the  memorandum  of  Leggett 
was  not  produced,  and  he  was  not  called  upon 
to  verify  its  contents.  Of  .a  kindred  nature 
is  Hematite  Min.  Co,  v.  East  Tennessee,  V.  d 
O  R,  Co.  92  Ga.  268,  18  S.  E.  24.  In  the 
light  of  these  rules  and  legal  principles,  we 
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  original  mem- 
oranda of  Ellsworth  and  Whitby,  showing 
the  dates  of  their  inspections,  should  have 
been  produced,  if  they  were  unable  to  testify 
to  the  facts  thereby  recorded  without  and  in- 
dependently of  them.  If  produced,  however, 
it  would  have  been  competent  to  submit 
them  to  the  jury,  as  well  as  for  the  witnesses 
to  speak  from  them.  If,  on  the  other  hand, 
they  have  been  lost,  and  the  fact  is  satis- 
factorily shpwn,  then  the  fact  of  the  inspec- 
tion could  be  proved  by  calling  the  inspect- 
ors in  conjunction  with  the  clerk  in  the  di- 
vision foreman's  office  who  made  up  the 
present  book  in  the  usual  course  of  business, 
and  the  book  would  then  become  competent 
evidence  to  go  to  the  jury.  Neither  the  in- 
spector nor  the  clerk  being  able  to  testify  as 
to  the  fact  of  the  inspection  and  the  result, 
with  the  attendant  dates,  from  present  recol- 
lection, the  necessity  for  resort  to  the  second- 
ary evidence  would  thus  be  shown;  other- 
wise the  book  could  not  be  introduced.  The 
book  is  not  a  memorandum  made  by  the  in- 
spectors or  under  their  direction,  but  it  is 
a  reproduction  of  the  original  memoranda 
made  by  them.  It  is  a  memorandum  made 
by  the  clerk,  however,  and,  when  his  testi- 
mony concerning  it  is  conjoined  with  that 
of  the  inspectors,  showing  that  inspections 
were  made,  and  that  their  memoranda  have 
been  lost,  or  that  their  production  is  ex- 
cusable, and  they  are  able  at  the  same  time 
to  verify  this  as  being  a  correct  transcript 
therefrom,  there  exists  no  good  reason  why 
the  book  should  not  go  to  the  jury. 

According  to  the  bill  of  exceptions,  the 
plaintiffs  introduced  evidence  tending  to 
prove  that  the  fire  occurred  on  the  3d  day  of 
December,  1902;  that  it  started  in  a  ware- 
house close  to  the  railroad ;  that  a  passenger 
train  passed,  and  that  about  fifteen  minutes 
afterwards  the  fire  was  discovered;  that 
when  first  seen  it  was  a  "little  fire, — looked 
like  a  headlight  of  an  engine  at  a  short  dis- 
tance ;'*  and  that  it  started  on  the  roof  of  a 
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warehouse.  This  was  about  6  o'clock  in  the 
morning.  Plaintiffs  also  introduced  other 
evidence  tending  to  show  that  other  trains 
were  seen  passing  there  on  previous  morn- 
ings, and  shortly  after  the  fire,  and  that  the 
engines  were  frequently  seen  to  throw  out 
sparks  sufficient  at  times  to  set  fire  to  grass 
along  the  way;  that  the  engine  hauling  the 
same  passenger  train  was  at  other  times 
seen  to  emit  sparks,  some  of  them  of  large 
size;  that  the  passenger  train  in  question 
was  No.  6,  but  it  was  not  known  what  engine 
was  attached  to  it.  Under  this  record,  plain- 
tiffs requested  the  following  instruction: 
"You  are  the  judges  of  all  the  facts  in  the 
case,  and  should  the  defendant  offer  proof 
to  establish  the  fact  that  the  engines  and  the 
particular  engine  claimed  to  have  caused  the 
fire  was  equipped  with  the  best  modern  ap- 
pliances generally  used,  and  that  it  was  in 
good  repair,  and  operated  by  careful  and 
skilled  mechanics,  who  were  careful  at  the 
time,  you  will  nevertheless  take  all  the  evi- 
dence into  consideration,  and  determine  from 
the  whole  evidence  whether  this  is  true  or 
not;  and,  in  doing  this,  you  will  take  into 
consideration  any  evidence  tending  to  show 
that  other  fires  were  caused  by  engines  of  the 
defendant  at  other  times  shortly  prior  or 
subsequent  to  the  fire  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint, or  whether  engines  of  the  defendant, 
or  this  particular  engine,  scattered  coals  or 
sparks  or  cinders  at  the  time  of  this  par- 
ticular fire,  or  shortly  prior  or  subsequent 
thereto,  in  determining  whether  the  defend- 
ant has  been  guilty  of  negligence  or  not.'* 
This  the  court  modified  so  as  to  confine  its 
application  to  the  particular  engine  which 
it  is  claimed  caused  the  fire,  and  its  action 
in  that  regard  is  assigned  as  error.  The  par- 
ticular engine  that  did  the  damage  not  hav- 
ing been  identified  by  plaintiffs'  pleadings  or 
proof,  plaintiffs  were  entitled  to  the  instruc- 
tion requested.  2  Thomp.  Neg.  2371-2374; 
Koontz  V.  Oregon  R.  &  Nov,  Co.  20  Or.  3, 
23  Pac.  820.  The  one  given  had  the  effect 
of  saying  to  the  jury  at  the  last  that,  al- 
though evidence  had  been  admitted  tending 
to  show  that  other  engines  than  the  one 
claimed  by  the  defendant  to  have  set  the  fire 
had  shortly  previous,  and  subsequent  tliere- 
to,  in  passing  in  proximity  to  the  place, 
scattered  and  communicated  fire,  they  need 
not  consider  such  evidence,  but  only  such  of 
the  kind  as  related  to  the  particular  engine 
in  question,  in  arriving  at  their  verdict  in 
the  case. 

This  was  error,  for  which  the  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  will  he  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  such  further  proceedings 
as  may  seem  proper. 


Rehearing  denied. 
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DEa, 


George  W.  RUCKMAN,  Appt., 

17. 

UNION  RAILWAY  et  al,  Reapta, 


(. 


.Or. 


.) 


1.  A  decree  for  defendant  In  an  action 
to  compel  the  anrrender  of  corporate 
bonds  to  a  corporation  which  had  suc- 
ceeded to  the  rights  of  the  one  which  Issued 
them,  on  the  ground  tliat  they  had  been 
wrongfully  transferred  by  one  in  whose 
hands  they  had  been  placed  for  negotiation 
for  the  benelU  of  the  corporation,  will  estop 
the  corporation  plaintiff,  In  a  subsequent 
suit  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  by  which  the 
bonds  are  secured,  from  setting  up  that  they 
had  been  paid,  or  that  the  present  plaintiff's 
grantor  was  present  when  the  corporation 
that  issued  the  bonds  transferred  Its  prop- 
erty to  the  present  defendant,  and  knew  that 
the  latter  understood  that  it  was  acquirin{2: 
the  property  free  from  the  Hen  of  the  mort- 
gage, since  these  were  matters  which  should 
have  been  tried  in  the  former  suit. 

2fi.  A  decree  denylnir  the  rlfrht  of  a  cor- 
poration to  have  bonds  aecnred  by 
mortiraire  on  Ita  property  snrreu- 
dered  by  a  pledgee  who  was  seeking 
to  foreclose  its  lien  on  the  bonds  against  the 
pledgeor,  on  the  ground  that  the  bonds  had 
been  wrongfully  put  upon  the  market  and 
had  never  been  rightfully  negotiated,  is  no 
bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  against  the  corpora- 
tion to  foreclose  the  mortgage  by  which  they 
are  secured,  since  the  latter  question  could 
not  have  been  determined  in  the  former  ac- 
tion.    . 

(December  12,   1904.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Union  County  in 
favor  of  defendants  in  an  action  brought  to 
foreclose  a  mortgage.     Reversed. 

Statement  by  Bean,  J.: 

In  January,  1893,  the  Union  Railway 
Company  issued  and  delivered  to  J.  W.  Shel- 
ton  twenty  bonds,  of  the  par  value  of  $1,000 
each,  secured  by  mortj^age  on  its  property. 
Shelton  sold  four  of  the  bonds,  and  they 
came  into  the  hands  of  F.  L.  Richmond  and 
W.  T.  Wright.  Wright  and  Richmond  bor- 
rowed $1,500  of  the  First  National  Bank  of 
Union  on  their  promissory  note,  and  depos- 
ited the  four  bonds  as  collateral  security 
therefor,  under  an  agreement  that  in  case 
the  note  was  not  paid  at  maturity  the  bank 
might,  at  its  option  as  to  time  and  manner, 
and  without  notice  to  the  pledgeors,  sell  the 
bonds  at  public  or  private  sale  to  pay  the 
amount  due  on  the  note,  together  with  ac- 


NOTB. — For  a  collection  of  authorities  upon 
the  doctrine  of  res  judicata,  see  notes  to  Wlese 
V.  San  Francisco  Musical  Fund  Soc.  7  L.  R.  A. 
577,  and  Shores  v.  Hooper,  11  L.  R.  A.  308,  and 
also  the  c.Tse  of  Draper  v.  Medlock,  which  Im- 
mediately follows  this,  and  which  takes  a  some- 
what difTcrent  view  of  the  question  involved. 
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cruing  interest  and  costs.  Default  was  made 
in  payment  of  the  note,  and  the  bank  elected 
and  undertook  to  foreclose  its  lien  upon  the 
bonds  in  the  manner  provided  in  the  agree- 
ment, whereupon  the  defendant  the  Union 
Street  Railway  Company,  which  had  pur- 
chased tlvB  mortgaged  property  after  the 
b«nd8  had  been  transferred  to  the  bank, 
brought  a  suit  in  equity  to  compel  the  bank 
to  surrender  up  such  bonds  for  cancelation, 
on  the  ground  that  they  were  issued  in  trust 
to  Shelton,  in  order  that  he  mieht  negotiate 
them  to  intending  purchasers  for  the  use 
and  benefit  of  the  company,  and  had  been 
delivered  to  the  bank  by  Shelton  for  safe-  . 
keeping  until  so  sold  and  disposed  of;  that 
no  sale  had  been  made,  and  therefore,  in 
equity,  they  belonged  to  the  plaintiff,  as  the 
purchaser  of  the  property  covered  by  the 
mortgage  given  to  secure  the  payment  there- 
of. Issue  was  joined,  and  the  suit  tried  and 
determined  on  the  merits,  resulting  in  a  de- 
cree in  favor  of  the  defendants.  Union 
street  R.  Co.  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  42  Or.  606, 
72  Pac.  586,  73  Pac.  341.  The  bank  there- 
after foreclosed  its  lien  upon  the  bonds,  and 
sold  them  to  the  present  plaintiff,  who 
brings  this  suit  to  enforce  the  mortgage 
given  by  the  railway  company  to  secure  the 
payment  thereof.  For  a  defense  to  the  pres- 
ent suit,  the  defendants  allege,  in  brief,  ( 1 ) 
that  the  bonds  were  paid  in  full  to  the  bank 
out  of  the  money  paid  by  the  promoters  of 
the  Union  Street  Railway  Company  for  the 
mortgaged  property;  and  (2)  that  W.  T. 
Wright,  the  president  of  the  bank,  was  pres- 
ent at,  and  participated  in,  the  negotiations 
for  the  purchase,  and  knew  that  such  pro- 
moters understood  and  believed  at  the  time 
that  such  purchase  would  be  free  of  all  liens 
and  encumbrances,  notwithstanding  which 
he  failed  and  neglected  to  disclose  to  them 
the  lien  of  the  bank  on  the  four  bonds  in 
suit,  but  permitted  them  to  pay  over  the 
money  and  take  a  conveyance  of  the  prop- 
erty in  ignorance  thereof,  and  therefore  the 
bank  and  its  successor  with  knowledge 
should  now  be  estopped  from  asserting  that 
such  bonds  are  a  lien  upon  the  property.  Tlie 
plaintiff  pleaded  the  decree  in  the  former 
suit  as  a  bar,  and  averred  that  all  the  mat- 
ters and  things  now  alleged  as  a  defense  to 
the  present  suit  were  known  to  the  defend- 
ants at  the  time  the  former  suit  was  conv- 
menced,  and  should  have  been  aliened  there- 
in as  a  ground  of  recovery.  The  court  below 
held  the  former  decree  not  a  bar  or  estoppel, 
found  the  facts  in  favor  of  the  defendants, 
and  dismissed  plaintiff's  complaint. 

Messrs.  O.  E.  Cocliran  and  Crawford 
Sb  Crawford,  for  appellant: 

The  terms  of  the  contract  of  security  gov- 
em  the  parties,  and  it  was  the  duty  ol  the 
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First  National  Bank  of  Union  to  sell  there- 
under. 

Colebrooke,  Collateral  Securities,  §  118; 
Foote  V.  Utah  Commercial  'd  8av,  Bank,  17 
Utah,  283,  54  Pac.  104;  Union  Trust  Co.  ▼. 
Rigdon,  93  111.  458;  Origga  v.  Day,  136  N. 
Y.  162,  18  L.  R.  A.  120,  32  Am.  St.  R«p. 
704,  32  N.  E.  612;  Waring  y.  Gaahill,  95  6a. 
731,  22  S.  E.  659. 

Having  followed  the  terms  of  the  contract 
strictly,  the  appellant,  as  purchaser  of  the 
bonds,  acquired  a  yalid  title  to  the  property 
pledged, — all  the  property  of  the  pledgeors 
and  pledgee  therein. 

22  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  893,  If 
4;  Halliday  y.  Bank  of  Stewart  County,  112 
Ga.  461,  37  S.  E.  721;  Rozet  y.  MoClellan, 
48  111.  345,  95  Am.  Dec.  551;  Potter  y. 
Thompson,  10  R.  I.  1. 

A  judgment  of  a  court  of  competent  juris- 
diction, delivered  upon  the  merits  of  the 
cause,  is  final  and  conclusive  between  the 
parties  in  a  subsequent  action  or  suit  upon 
the  same  cause,  not  only  as  to  all  matters 
actually  litigated  and  determined  in  •  the 
former  action,  but  also  as  to  every  ground 
of  recovery  or  defense  which  might  have 
been  presented  and  determined  therein. 

24  Am.  A;  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  781,  note  3; 
Barrett  v.  Failingy  8  Or.  152 ;  Neil  y.  Tol- 
man,  12  Or.  289,  7  Pac.  103 ;  Belle  y.  Brovm, 
37  Or.  592,  61  Pac.  1024;  White  v.  Ladd,  41 
Or.  332,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  68  Pac.  739;  2 
Black,  Judgm.  8  731 ;  Cromwell  v.  8ao  Coun- 
ty, 94  U.  S.  351,  24  L.  ed.  195;  Lake  County 
v.  Piatt,  25  C.  C.  A.  87,  49  U.  S.  App.  216, 
79  Fed.  571 ;  Holt  County  v.  National  L,  Ins, 
Co.  25  C.  C.  A.  469,  49  U.  S.  App.  376,  80 
Fed.  689;  Stewart  v.  StehUns,  30  Miss.  66; 
Burford  v.  Kersey,  48  Miss.  642;  Patterson 
V.  Wold,  33  Fed.  793 ;  Farwell  v.  Broxon,  35 
Fed.  81L 

The  issues  in  Union  Street  R.  Co.  v.  First 
Nat.  Bank,  42  Or.  606,  72  Pac.  586,  73  Pac. 
341,  were:  First.  Plaintiff's  right  to  have 
the  bonds  and  mortgage  securing  the  same 
surrendered  up  and  canceled,  and  the  de- 
fendant's corresponding  primary  duty  so  to 
do ;  and  second,  the  delict  or  wrongful  act  or 
omission  of  defendant  by  which  primary 
right  and  duty  have  been  violated. 

Pom.  Rem.  &  Rem.  Rights,  H  3,  c.  3,  § 
518,  also  S  519;  Patterson  v.  Wold,  33  Fed. 
793. 

The  issues  in  the  case  at  bar  presented  by 
the  defendants  are  identical  with  those  pre- 
sented and  tried  in  the  former  case,  for  the 
reason  that  the  same  evidence  supports  both 
the  present  defense  and  the  former  suit. 

Freeman,  Judgm.  §  259;  Hahn  v.  Miller, 

68  Iowa,  745,  28  N.  W.  51;  Hawk  y.  Evans, 
76  Iowa,  593,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  247,  41  N. 
VV.  368;  Prouty  v.  Matheson,  107  Iowa,  259, 
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77  N.  W.  1041;  Stone  v.  United  States,  12 
C.  C.  A.  451,  29  U.  S.  App.  ^2,  64  Fed.  667. 

Messrs.  Iieroy  Iiomax  and  O.  H.  Finn, 
for  respondents: 

One  who  advises  another  to  purchase  prop- 
erty, without  mentioning  a  lien  which  he 
claims  thereon,  is  estopped  from  asserting  it 
after  the  negotiations  are  completed  and  the 
purchase  price  paid. 

Alabama  G.  8.  R.  Co.  y.  South  d  North 
Ala.  R.  Co.  84  Ala.  570,  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  401. 
3  So.  286;  Jones  y.  Gates,  24  Or.  411,  33 
Pac.  989:  Titus  v.  Morse,  40  Me.  348,  63 
Am.  Dec.  665;  Copeland  y.  Copeland,  28  Me. 
525. 

A  former  judgment  or  decree  can  operate 
as  a  bar  or  estoppel  only  as  to  matters  in  is- 
sue which  were  actually  litigated  or  deter- 
mined. 

Gentry  v.  Pacific  Live  Stock  Co.  (Or.)  77 
Pac.  115;  La  Follett  y.  Mitchell,  42  Or. 
465,  05  Am.  St.  Rep.  780,  69  Pac.  916; 
Cromwell  y.  Sac  County,  94  U.  S.  351,  24  L. 
ed.  195. 

The  essential  qualities  of  res  judicata 
are:  "There  must  be  a  suit,  actor,  reus, 
judex,  and  the  judgment  must  be  final ;  that 
is,  it  must  settle  the  matter  which  it  pur- 
ports to  conclude." 

Wells,  Res  Adjudicata,  p.  8. 

Bean,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Upon  the  record,  we  have  substantially 
this  state  of  facts:  A  party  commenced  a 
suit  against  another  to  compel  the  surren- 
dering up  for  cancelation  of  negotiable  in- 
struments on  the  ground  that  th^  were 
never  issued  for  value.  Issue  was  joined, 
the  suit  tried  on  the  merits,  and  a  decree 
rendered  in  favor  of  the  defendant.  At  the 
time  the  suit  was  commenced,  the  plaintiff 
therein  had  two  other  grounds  upon  which 
he  might  have  recovered,  neither  of  which, 
however,  he  set  up  or  alleged  in  the  com- 
plaint. Thereafter,  when  the  defendant  in 
the  former  suit,  or  the  party  who  had  suc- 
ceeded to  his  interest  with  knowledge, 
brought  an  action  to  enforce  the  payment 
of  the  instruments,  and  to  foreclose  the  lien 
given  as  security  therefor,  the  defendant 
therein  and  the  plaintiff  in  the  former  suit 
pleads  as  a  defense  the  two  matters  which 
he  might  have  relied  upon  for  relief  in  his 
first  suit.  The  question  for  decision  is 
whether  he  is  estopped  by  the  former  de- 
cree against  him  from  pleading  such  de- 
fenses. 

It  is  settled  law  in  this  state,  as  else- 
where, that  a  judgment  or  decree  rendered 
upon  the  merits  is  a  final  and  conclusive  de 
termination  of  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and 
a  bar  to  a  subsequent  proceeding  between 
them  upon  the  same  claim  or  cause  of  suit. 
31 
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not  only  as  to  the  matter  actually  deter- 
mined, but  as  to^every  other  matter  which 
the  parties  might  have  litigated  and  had  de- 
cided as  incident  to  or  essentially  connected 
therewith,  either  as  a  matter  of  claim  or  de- 
fense  {Neil  V.  Tolman,  12  Or.  289,  7  Pac. 
103;  Morrill  v.  Morrill,  20  Or.  96,  11  L.  R. 
A.  155,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  95,  25  Pac.  362; 
Belle  V.  Brown,  37  Or.  588,  61  Pac.  1024; 
White  V.  Ladd,  41  Or.  324,  93  Am.  St.  Rep. 
732,  68  Pac.  739)  ;  but  that  when  the  action 
is  upon  a  different  claim  or  demand  the  for- 
mer judgment  can  only  operate  as  a  bar  or 
an  estoppel  as  against  matters  actually  liti- 
gated or  questions  directly  in  issue  in  the 
former   action    {Barrett   v.   Failing ,   8   Or. 
152;   Applegate  v.  Dotcell,   15  Or.  513,   16 
Pac.  651 ;  LaFollett  v.  Mitchell,  42  Or.  465. 
95  Am.  St.  Rep.  780,  69  Pac.  916;  Casedaif 
V.  Liadstrom,  44  Or.  309,  75  Pac.  222 ;  Gent- 
ry V.  Pacific  Live  Stock  Co.   (Or.)    77  Pac. 
115).     This   distinction   should   always   be 
kept  in  mind  in  considering  the  effect  of  a 
former  judgment  or  decree.     If  the  second 
action  or  defense  is  upon  the  same  claim  or 
demand,  the  former  judgment  is  a  bar,  not 
only  as  to  matters  actually  determined,  but 
Kuch  as  could  have  been  litigated;  but,  if  it 
is  upon  another  claim  or  demand,  the  for- 
mer judgment  is  not  a  bar,  except  as  to 
questions  actually  determined  or  directly  in 
issue.    This  case  comes  within  the  principle 
first  stated.     It  is  a  suit  between  the  same 
parties  and  upon  the  same  claim  or  demand 
as  the  former  suit.     The  claim  or  demand 
in  the  first  suit  brought  by  the  defendant 
Union  Street  Railway  against  the  bank  was 
the  validity  of  the  bonds,  and  the  right  of 
the  bank  to  enforce  them  as  against  it.  This 
is    the    same    identical    question    presented, 
and  the  only  one  for  adjudication,  in  the 
present  suit.    It  was  determined  in  the  for- 
mer suit,  and  the  decree  therein  is  a  bar  to 
further  litigation  thereof  between  the  same 
parties,  although  the  plaintiff  therein  did 
not  allege  or  urge  all  the  reasons  entitling 
it  to  relief  as  demanded.    The  law  requires 
a  party  to  try  his  whole  suit  or  action  at 
one  time,  and  he  cannot  separate  his  claim 
or  divide  his  grounds  of  recovery  or  defense. 
The  application  of  this  principle  is   illus- 
trated by  two  Federal  cases.     In  Patterson 
V.    Wold,  33  Fed.   791,  the  plaintiff,  a  re- 
ceiver of  an  insolvent  estate,  brought  a  suit 
to  set  aside  a  deed  from  the  insolvent  to  his 
son,  and  a  mortgage  given  by  the  son  to 
certain  creditors  of  the  insolvent;  alleging 
the  deed  to  be  without  consideration,  and 
the  mortgage  a  fraudulent  preference.  Judg- 
ment   was    rendered    for    the    defendants. 
Thereafter    the    plaintiff    brought    another 
suit  to  avoid  the  same  deed,  alleging  that 
the  son  was  a  creditor  of  the  father  to  the 
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amount  of  $1,200,  and  that  the  land  was 
conveyed  to  him  in  payment  of  this  debt, 
and  was  a  fraudulent  preference  under  the 
statute,  and  therefore  void.    The  court  (Mr. 
Justice  Brewer  presiding)  held  that  the  first 
judgment  was  a  bar  to  the  second,  although 
the  grounds  of  recovery  were  different.  After 
quoting  Mr.  Pomeroy's  analysis  of  the  ele- 
ments which  constitute  "a  cause  of  action" 
(Pom.    Rem.    &   Rem.    Rights.    §    519),   he 
says:  "Now,  what  is  the  plaintiff's  primary 
right,  as  alleged  in  these  cases?     Obviously, 
in  each   the  same, — the  right  to  have  the 
land;    and    the    defendant's    corresponding 
primary  duty  is  to  let  him  have  the  land: 
and  the  defendant's  delict  or  wrongful  act 
is   the   failure  to   let   him   have   the   land. 
These  exist  in  each  case,  and  in  each  case 
alike.    It  is  true,  the  basis  of  complainant's 
primary  right  is,  as  alleged,  different  in  one 
case  from  that  in  the  other,    but    this    is 
mere  difference,  in  the  language  of  the  Su 
preme  Court,  in  'the  grounds  of  recovery.' 
i'he    mere    fact    that    different    testimony 
would  be  necessary  to  sustain  the  different 
allegations  in  the  two  bills  does  not  of  it- 
self necessarily  make  two  distinct  causes  of 
action.     Take  this  illustration:     Suppose  a 
party  bring   suit  to   recover   possession   of 
real  estate,  and  alleges  in  his  complaint  that 
he  is  owner  by  virtue  of  a  patent  from  the 
government.     After  a  judgment  against  him, 
would  he  be  permitted  to  maintain  a  second 
action,  alleging  that  he  was  the  owner  by  vir- 
tue of  certain  ta.K  proceedings  or  by  virtue  of 
a    judicial    sale?     Yet    different    testimony 
would  be  required  to  sustain  his  allegations 
in  the  two  actions.    In  both  of  such  actions 
plaintiff's  primary  right — ^that  of  possession 
based  on  ownership — ^viould  be  the  same,  the 
only  difference  being  in  the  grounds  of  re- 
covery.   All  the  grounds  of  recovery,  all  the 
basis  of  plaintiff's  title,  must  be  presented 
in  the  first  action,  or  they  are  lost  to  him 
forever,  exactly  the  same  as  when  a  party 
sued  upon  a  note,  and   having  several  de- 
fenses, pleads  only  one, — the  balance  are  as 
though  they  never  existed.     The  party  who 
has  his  day  in  court  must  make  his  entire 
showing.     He  cannot  support  a  claim  or  a 
defense    in    different    actions    on    different 
grounds."    The  recent  case  of  United  States 
v.  California  d  0.  Land  Co,  192  U.  S.  355,  48 
L.  ed.  476,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  266,  was  a  suit 
by  the  government  for  the  purpose  of  having 
a  certain  patent  of  land  declared  void  on 
the  ground  that  the  land  was  in  Klamath 
Indian  reservation,  and  therefore  not  within 
the  provisions  of  the  grant  to  the  company. 
One  plea  of  the  land  company  was  that  the 
plaintiff  had  file<l  an  earlier  bill  against  it 
to  avoid  the  same  patent,  that  it  had  plead- 
ed matter  showing  the  patent  to  be  valid, 
and  that  it  was  an  innocent  purchaser,  and 
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.::ti  a  tinal  decree  on  the  merits  bad  been 
rendered  in  its  favor.  The  circuit  court 
Itcld  the  plea  to  be  bad^  but  upon  an  appeal 
the  Supreme  Court  reversed  the  case,  hold- 
ing that  the  former  decree  was  a  bar,  al- 
though the  grounds  of  recovery  were  essen- 
tially different,  and  it  was  urged  that  the 
plaintiff  was  suing  in  a  different  capacity 
from  that  in  which  it  brought  the  first  suit. 
The  court,  by  Mr.  Justice  Holmes,  said :  "On 
the  general  principles  of  our  law,  it  is  toler- 
ably plain  that  the  decree  in  the  suit,  under 
the  foregoing  statute,  would  be  a  bar.  The 
parties,  the  subject-matter,  and  the  relief 
sought  all  were  the  same.  .  .  .  Here  the 
plaintiff  is  the  same  person  that  brought 
the  former  bill,  whatever  the  difference  of 
the  interest  intended  to  be  asserted.  .  .  . 
The  best  that  can  be  said,  apart  from  the  act 
just  quoted,  to  distinguish  the  two  suits,  is 
that  now  the  United  States  puts  forward  a 
new  ground  for  its  prayer.  Formerly  it 
sought  to  avoid  the  patents  by  way  of  for- 
feiture. Now  it  seeks  the  same  conclusion 
by  a  different  means ;  that  is  to  say,  by  evi- 
dence that  the  lands  originally  were  except- 
ed from  the  grant.  But  in  this  as  in  the 
former  suit  it  seeks  to  establish  its  own 
title  to  the  fee.  It  may  be  the  law  in  Scot- 
land that  a  judgment  is  not  a  bar  to  a  sec- 
ond attempt  to  reach  the  same  result  by  a 
different  medium  conoludendi.  .  .  .  Bui 
the  whole  tendency  of  our  decisions  is  to  re- 
quire a  plaintiff  to  try  his  whole  cause  of 
action  and  his  whole  case  at  one  time.  He 
cannot  even  split  up  his  claim  .  .  .  and 
a  fortiori  he  cannot  divide  the  grounds  of  re- 
covery. Unless  the  statute  of  1889  put  the 
former  suit  upon  a  peculiar  footing,  the 
United  States  was  bound  then  to  bring  for 
'ward  all  the  grounds  it  had  for  declaring 
the  patents  void,  and,  when  the  bill  was  dis- 


missed, was  barred  as  to  all  by  the  decree.*' 
These  two  cases  and  the  principles  applied 
are  decisive  of  the  present  suit.  The  claim 
or  demand  of  the  defendant  Union  Street 
Railway  Company  in  the  suit  brought  by  it 
was  that  the  bank  had  no  interest  in  the 
bonds,  and  they  should  be  surrendered  up 
for  cancelation.  The  reasons  why  this 
should  be  done  were  not  the  cause  of  action 
or  primary  subject  of  inquiry.  There  may 
have  been  many  reasoiu  why  the  bondn 
should  have  been  surrendered  up  and  can- 
celed, and  why  the  bank  could  not  enforce 
them  as  against  the  property  of  the  railway 
company;  but,  if  the  plaintiff  in  that  suit 
was  content  to  rely  upon  only  one  of  such 
reasons  as  a  ground  for  recovery,  the  others 
are  lost  to  it  as  completely  as  if  they  never 
existed. 

The  position  that  the  decree  in  the  for- 
mer suit  is  a  bar  to  the  right  of  the  plain- 
tiff to  foreclose  the  mortgage  given  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  the  bonds  is  untenable, 
because  that  matter  was  not  germane  to  or 
connected  with  the  cause  of  action  or  suit, 
and  did  not  in  any  way  affect  the  merits  of 
the  controversy  then  before  the  court  for 
determination.  The  bank  was  not  the  owner 
of  the  bonds,  but  held  them  as  collateral  se- 
curity for  the  debt  of  persons  not  parties  to 
the  suit.  It  was  bound  by  the  terms  of  the 
contract  between  it  and  the  pledgeors,  and 
no  decree  of  foreclosure  could  have  been 
made  in  the  former  suit,  because  the  proper 
parties  were  not  before  the  court.  Union 
Street  R,  Co.  v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  42  Or.  606, 
72  Pac.  586,  73  Pac.  341. 

The  decree  of  the  court  heloiv  will,  there- 
fore, he  reversed,  and  one  entered  here  as 
prayed  for  in  the  complaint. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled. 


GEORGIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


William   W.   DRAPER  et  ah,  Exrs.,   etc., 
Plffs.  in  Err., 

V. 

R.  O.  MEDLOCK. 


(,... 


.Ga. 


.) 


•1.  Wliere  a  Judsrinent  !•  pleaded  as  an 
estoppel,  the  burden  i«  upon  tbe 
party    rely  in  gr   upon    tlte    estoppel    to 

•Headnotes  by  Fish,  P.  J. 


Note. — Ab  to  estoppel  by  Julgment.  See  also 
in  this  series,  notes  to  Fowler  v.  Bowery  Sav. 
Rank,  4  L.  K.  A.,  on  page  148,  and  Morrill  v. 
Morrill,  11  L.  R.  A.  155. 

See,  upon  the  doctrine  of  res  Judicata  general- 
ly,  the  proceeding  case  of  Ruckman  v.  Union 
Railway,  and  note  thereto. 
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sustain  tbe  plea  by  showing  that  tbe  particu- 
lar matter  in  controversy  was  necessarily  or 
actually  determined  In  the  former  litigation ; 
and  If  it  appear,  from  the  record  Introduced 
in  support  of  the  plea,  that  several  Issues 
were  involved  in  such  litigation,  and  the  ver- 
dict and  Judgment  do  not  clearly  show  that 
this  particular  issue  was  then  decided,  before 
such  plea  can  be  sustained  this  uncertainty 
must  be  removed  by  extrinsic  evidence  show- 
ing that  such  matter  was  then  decided  In  ac- 
cordance with  the  contention  of  the  party 
relying  upon  the  plea. 
2.  Evidence  offered  In  opposition  to 
sncb  plea,  which  shows  that  in  the  for- 
mer litigation  the  parties  alleged  to  be  es 
topped  by  the  Judgment  therein  sought  to  so 
amend  their  pleading  as  to  have  the  question 
In   controversy   in   tbe  subsequent   litigation 
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determined,   and   that   the   court   disallowed 
such  amendment,  is  admissible. 

(March  4.  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Gwin- 
nett County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought  to 
enforce  defendant's  liability  as  indorser  of 
a  promissory  note.     Reversed, 

Tlie  case  sufficiently  appears  in  the  opin- 
ion. 

Messrs.  N.  !••  HnteMns  and  O.  H. 
Brand  for  plaintiffs  in  error. 

Messrs,  T.  M.  Peeples,  N.  !••  Hntehima, 
Jr.,  and  Atkinson  Sb  Bam  for  defendant 


Fish,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plea  of  res  judicata  in  the  present 
case  is  more  properly  a  plea  of  estoppel  by 
judgment,  as  the  decree  relied  on  in  support 
of  the  plea  was  not  rendered  in  a  case  in- 
volving the  same  cause  of  action.  Medlock's 
equitable  action  against  Moore,  Marsh,  & 
Co.,  in  which  this  decree  was  rendered,  was 
brought  for  the  purpose  of  setting  up  his 
flefenses  to  the  suit  which  they  had  insti- 
tuted against  him  in  the  city  court  of 
Lawrenceville  upon  the  three  promissory 
notes  which  he  individually  had  executed  to 
them,  and  obtaining  certain  equitable  relief, 
such  as  the  cancelation  of  a  security  deed, 
etc.,  which  he  could  not  obtain  in  the  city 
court.  This  action  by  Medlock  was  not  an 
independent  suit,  but  was  merely  in  the  na- 
ture of  an  equitable  answer  to  the  suit 
against  him  in  the  city  court.  It  is  evident 
that  the  cause  of  action  in  the  suit  brought 
by  Moore,  Marsh,  &,  Co.  against  Medlock  in 
the  city  court,  which  was  tried  under  his 
(^ui table  action  in  the  superior  court,  was 
entirely  different  and  distinct  from  the 
cause  of  action  in  the  present  case.  In  the 
4uit  in  the  city  court  the  action  was  based 
upon  three  promissory  notes  given  by  Med- 
lock to  Moore,  Marsh.  &,  Co.,  payable  to 
their  order,  and  signed  by  him  alone  as 
maker.  In  the  case  in  hand  the  suit  is 
Imsod  upon  Medlock's  indorsements  of  two 
promissory  notes,  each  payable  to  his  owii 
order,  signed  by  Zachry  and  Richmond  as 
makers,  indorsed  in  blank  by  Medlock.  and 
transferred  to  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.  It  is 
clear  that  the  two  suits  were  upon  different 
ifistniraents  or  obligations,  and  the  liability 
upon  which  the  plaintiffs  in  the  suit  in  the 
city  court  sought  to  recover  against  Med- 
lock was  different  from  that  upon  which  the 
plaintiffs  in  the  present  case  seek  to  recover 
against  him.  Hill  v.  Freeman,  7  Ga.  211, 
•J20;  Worth  v.  Carmichael  114  Ga.  609,  40 
S.  E.  797.  In  the  case  last  cited  it  was 
held:  "A  judgment  rendered  in  litigation 
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between  the  same  parties  is  not  conclusive 
in  a  subsequent  suit  between  them  on  a  dif 
ferent  cause  of  action,  except  as  to  issueH 
actually  made  and  determined  in  the  for- 
mer litigation.  Accordingly,  where  two 
notes  were  given  upon  a  consideration  aris 
ing  in  one  and  the  same  transaction,  a  judg- 
ment rendered  in  favor  of  the  payee  against 
the  maker  upon  one  of  such  notes  did  not 
operate  to  estop  the  latter  from  setting  up 
in  a  subsequent  action  brought  by  the  for- 
mer against  him  on  the  other  note  a  defense 
which  was  not  in  issue  when  the  judgment 
was  rendered."  If  two  notes  given  by  the 
same  maker  to  the  same  payee  upon  a  con- 
sideration arising  in  one  and  the  same 
transaction,  when  sued  upon  separately, 
represent  different  causes  of  action,  then  it 
is  perfectly  obvious  that  the  suit  against 
Medlock  in  the  city  court  of  Lawrenceville 
upon  the  three  promissory  notes  payable  to 
the  order  of  Moore,  Marsh,  A;  Co.,  signed  by 
him  as  maker,  was  upon  a  different  cause 
of  action  from  that  involved  in  the  present 
suit  in  the  superior  court  of  Gwinnett 
county  against  him  upon  his  indorsements 
of  two  notes  payable  to  his  own  order,  and 
executed  by  Zachry  and  Richmond  as 
makers.  Kven  if,  in  comparing  the  cause»< 
of  action,  we  look  merely  to  the  present 
case,  and  to  whatever  cause  of  action  Med- 
lock may  be  said  to  have  had  in  his  equi- 
table action  against  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.,  ig 
noring  the  fact  that  that  was  merely  in  the 
nature  of  an  equitable  answer  to  their  suit 
against  him,  it  seems  hardly  necessary  to 
say  that  his  cause  of  action  in  that  proceed- 
ing was  different  from  the  cause  of  action 
of  the  plaintiffs  in  the  present  case  against 
him.  Whatever  cause  of  action  he  had  and 
set  up  then  is  obliged  to  be  different  and 
distinct  from  the  cause  of  action  set  up 
against  him  now. 

As  "a  judgment  rendered  in  litigation  be 
tween  the  same  parties  is  not  conclusive  in 
a  subsequent  suit  between  them  on  a  differ 
ent  cause  of  action,  except  as  to  issues  ac- 
tually made  and  determined  in  the  former 
litigation,"  the  question  arises  whether,  in 
the  case  under  consideration,  Medlock 
showed  that  in  the  former  litigation,  upon 
the  result  of  which  he  relied  to  support  his 
plea  of  res  judicatay  the  issue  as  to  his  lia- 
bility to  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.  upon  his  in- 
dorsements of  the  two  Zachry  and  Rich- 
mond notes  now  sued  on  was  both  made  and 
determined.  For  him  to  sustain  his  defense 
of  estoppel  by  judgment,  it  was  necessary 
for  him  to  show  not  only  that  this  issue  was 
raised  in  the  former  litigation,  but  also  that 
it  was  then  determined  in  his  favor.  The 
defenses  which  he  then  set  up  were  contra- 
dictory and  incon»iHtent.  One  of  them  was 
that  the  two  notes  of  Zachry  and  Richmond, 
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payable  to  the  order  of  Medlock,  upon  the 
indorsement  of  which  he  is  sued  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  had  been  accepted  by  Moore, 
Marsh,  &  Co.  as  payment  pro  tanto  of  his 
indebtedness  to  them,  for  which  he  was  en- 
titled to  a  credit  upon  the  notes  on  which 
they  were  then  suing  him,  and  that  he  had 
subsequently  paid  to  them  the  balance  left 
due  thereon  in  cash.  It  is  obvious  that,  if 
this  defense  was  found  by  the  jury  to  be  sus- 
tained by  the  evidence,  their  verdict,  finding 
generally  in  his  favor,  and  that  his  three 
individual  notes  and  the  deed  which  he  had 
given  to  secure  them  be  surrendered  and 
.canceled,  and  Moore,  Marsh,  &.  Co.  be  re- 
quired to  execute  a  deed  reconveying  the 
property  described  in  the  security  deed  to 
him,  naturally  followed;  and  it  was  wholly 
unnecessary  for  them  to  pass  upon  the  mer- 
its of  his  other  defenses.  It  is  impossible  to 
telK  from  the  record  introduced  in  support 
of  the  plea  of  estoppel  by  judgment,  upon 
which  of  the  defenses  set  up  by  Medlock  in 
his  equitable  proceeding  against  Moore, 
Marsh,  &  Co.  the  verdict  therein  was  ren- 
dered, as  the  verdict  was  general.  It  is  evi- 
dent that,  if  that  verdict  was  based  upon  the 
above-stated  defense,  the  decree  founded 
thereon  is  no  bar  to  the  present  action 
against  him,  for  the  verdict  would  then 
mean  no  more  than  that  Medlock,  after  pay- 
ing his  three  individual  notes  which  he  had 
given  to  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.,  with  the  two 
notes  of  Zachry  and  Richmond,  indorsed  by 
him,  and  a  certain  sum  in  cash  to  cover  the 
balance,  was  entitled  to  have  these  individ- 
ual notes  surrendered  to  him,  and  the  deed 
which  he  had  given  to  secure  them  canceled, 
and  the  property  therein  described  recon- 
yeyed  to  him. 

A  case  decided  by  this  court  which  is  di- 
rectly in  point  is  Hunter  v.  Davis,  19  Ga. 
413,  where  it  was  held:  "A  judgment  is  not 
a  technical  estoppel  as  to  any  matter,  if  the 
matter  is  not  such  that  it  had,  of  necessity, 
to  be  determined  by  the  court  and  jury  be- 
fore the  court  could  give  the  judgment."  In 
that  case  the  original  trustee  named  in  a 
deed  which  conveyed  certain  negroes  and 
other  property  in  trust  for  specified  pur- 
poses and  beneficiaries  had  been  removed  for 
cause,  and  another  trufitee  appointed  in  his 
stead;  and  the  new  trustee  had  brought  an 
action  of  trover  for  the  recovery  of  four  of 
these  negroes,  against  the  person  who  had 
them  in  possession,  who  was  the  husband  of 
one  of  the  beneficiaries.  Upon  the  trial  of 
this  action  the  defendant  introduced  in  evi- 
dence a  transcript  of  the  record  of  a  suit  in 
equity  against  him  and  his  wife  and  the 
original  trustee,  brought  by  the  other  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  tru'?t,  and  relied  upon  the  de- 
cree therein  rendered  as  an  estoppel  upon 
the  plaintiff  in  the  trover  suit  Upon  the 
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trial  of  the  trover  case,  the  judge,  in  effect, 
charged  the  jury  that  the  plaintiff,  being  a 
party  to  the  decree,  was  estopped  from  de- 
nying the  right  of  the  defendant  to  hold  the 
negroes  during  the  lifetime  of  his  wife. 
This  court  held  such  charge  to  be  erroneous, 
upon  the  ground  that,  in  order  for  the  de- 
cree in  the  equity  cause  to  be  rendered,  "it 
was  not  a  matter  of  necessity  that  the  coufrt 
should  first  determine  the  question"  whicli 
was  involved  in  the  trover  suit.  Benninp. 
J.,  who  delivered  the  opinion,  said:  "Was 
the  right  asserted  in  the  action  of  trover 
such  that  it  had,  of  necessity,  to  be  deter- 
mined by  the  court  in  the  equity  suit  before 
it  could  render  the  decree  which  it  did  ren- 
der in  that  suit?"  Then,  after  discussing 
this  question,  he  concluded  that  "it  was  at 
least  not  a  matter  of  necessity  that  the 
court,  before  making  the  decree, 
should  have  determined"  this  question,  and 
that  therefore  the  decree  could  be  no  bar  to 
the  action  of  trover. 

Another  case  which  is  equally  in  point  is 
Bradley  v.  Johnson,  49  Ga.  412.  In  that 
case  the  complainant,  as  the  widow  and  heir 
at  law  of  Bradley,  filed  a  bill  against  the  de- 
fendant, as  the  administrator  of  Bradley, 
for  an  accounting  and  distribution  of  Brad- 
ley's estate,  with  a  prayer  for  injunction. 
On  the  trial  of  the  case,  Johnson,  the  de- 
fendant administrator,  introduced  in  evi- 
dence an  exemplification  from  the  court  of 
ordinary  of  the  county,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared that  he  had  made  application  to  that 
court  for  letters  of  administration  upon 
such  estate,  to  which  the  complainant  had 
entered  a  caveat,  claiming  that  she,  as  tho 
widow  of  Bradley,  was  entitled  to  the  ad- 
ministration ;  that  the  ordinary  had  granted 
letters  of  administration  to  her;  that  an 
appeal  had  been  entered  to  the  superior 
court:  and  that  the  trial  in  that  court  re- 
sulted in  a  judgment  that  the  appellant, 
Johnson,  was  entitled  to  administration 
upon  Bradley's  estate,  which  judgment  had 
been  certified  to  the  court  of  ordinary  and 
made  the  judgment  of  that  court.  The  ad- 
ministrator relied  upon  this  evidence  as 
showing  that  the  question  whether  the  com- 
plainant was  the  widow  of  Bradley  had  been 
made  in  the  case  in  the  court  of  ordinary, 
and  there  determined  against  her;  and. 
upon  such  evidence,  under  the  charge  of  the 
court,  he  obtained  a  verdict  and  judgment 
in  his  favor.  This  court,  in  reversing  the 
judgment,  held  that  the  judgment  in  the 
court  of  ordinary  "was  conclusive  as  to  the 
fact  that  letters  of  administration  had  been 
granted  to  Johnson  on  Bradley's  estate, 
when  offered  in  evidence  on  the  trial  of  the 
equity  cause,  but  it  was  not  conclusive  on 
that  trial  upon  the  point  as  to  whether  the 
complainant  was  the  widoYT^l  Bradley  j" 
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that  it  was  not  an  adjudication  directly 
upon  that  point,  and  did  not  purport  to  de- 
cide that  question.  In  the  opinion  of  the 
couit,  Chief  Justice  Warner,  after  saying 
this  much,  continued  as  follows:  ''^iore- 
over,  it  does  not  affirmatively  appear  from 
the  verdict  and  judgment  thereon  that  the 
fact  of  her  being  the  widow  of  Bradley  was 
the  only  question  made  and  decided  by  the 
judgment  of  the  court  of  ordinary.  ,  .  . 
The  judgment  itself  is  not  directly  upon 
that  point,  and,  unless  the  judgment  of  the 
court  of  ordinary  was  rendered  directly 
upon  that  point,  as  shown  by  the  record,  the 
complainant  was  not  estopped  by  that  judg- 
ment from  proving  that  she  was  the  widow 
of  Bradley,  on  the  trial  of  the  equity  cause." 
Upon  a  subsequent  trial  of  the  case  in  the 
•superior  court,  the  trial  judge  held  that  the 
complainant  was  estopped  by  the  judgment 
in  the  court  of  ordinary,  and  the  jury,  un- 
der his  charge,  found  in  favor  of  the  "riiT.;i- 
istrator;  and,  upon  writ  of  error  to  this 
court,  £he  judgment  was  again  roverHt»ii. 
This  court  then  held:  "A  judgment  in  the 
court  of  ordinary,  on  an  issue  as  to  the 
grant  of  administration  on  an  estate,  that 
the  letters  do  issue  to  one  Johnson,  does  not 
estop  a  woman  claiming  to  be  the  widow  of 
the  deceased  from  the  assertion  of  her  right 
to  the  estate  by  bill  in  equity,  though  she 
was  a  party  to  the  suit  in  the  ordinary's 
court,  and  the  question  there  was  as  to  her 
marriage  to  deceased,  and  though  Johnson 
was  contesting  with  her  at  the  instance  of 
the  heirs  at  law  of  deceased."  [55  Ga.  354.] 
Judge  Jackson,  delivering  the  opinion,  said 
that  the  facts  in  the  record  did  not  affect 
the  principle  ruled  in  49  Ga.,  and  that  it  was 
"immaterial  for  what  reason  the  ordinary 
granted  Johnson  the  administration ;  he  was 
not  bound  to  pass  upon  the  question  of  the 
marriage,*' — and  quoted  the  headnote  in 
Bunter  v.  Davis.  19  Ga.  413.  To  the  same 
effect,  see  Henderson  v.  Foa,  80  Ga.  479,  6 
S.  E.  164. 

A  leading  case  in  this  country,  which  has 
been  often  approvingly  cited  and  followed,  is 
Russell  y.  Plaoey  94  U.  S.  606,  608,  24  L.  ed. 
214,  215,  in  which  it  was  held:  "It  is  un- 
doubtedly settled  law  that  a  judgment  of  a 
court  of  competent  jurisdiction  upon  a  ques- 
tion directly  involved  in  one  suit  is  con- 
clusive as  to  that  question  in  another  suit 
between  the  same  parties.  But  to  this  opera- 
tion of  the  judgment  it  must  appear,  either 
upon  the  face  of  the  record,  or  be  shown  by 
extrinsic  evidence,  that  the  precise  question 
was  raised  and  determined  in  the  former 
suit.  If  there  be  any  uncertainty  on  this 
head  in  the  record, — as,  for  example,  if  it 
appear  that  several  distinct  matters  may 
have  been  litigated,  upon  one  or  more  of 
which  the  judgment  may  have  passed,  with- 
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out  indicating  which  of  them  was  thus  lit- 
igated and  upon  which  the  judgment  was 
rendered, — the  whole  subject-matter  of  the 
action  will  be  at  large  and  open  to  a  new 
contention,  unless  this  uncertainty  be  re- 
moved by  extrinsic  evidence  showing  the  pre- 
cise point  involved  and  determined,"  This 
case  was  followed  in  De  SoUar  v.  Hansoome, 
158  U.  S.  221,  39  L.  ed.  959,  15  Sup.  a.  Rep. 
816,  the  facts  of  which  case  make  the  deci- 
sion there  rendered  peculiarly  in  point  in 
the  case  with  which  we  are  dealing.  In  that 
case  De  Sollar  filed  a  bill  against  Hansoome 
for  the  specific  performance  of  an  agreement 
for  the  sale  of  certain  real  estate,  made  with 
him  by  an  agent  of  the  defendant.  The  de- 
fendant claimed  that  the  agent  had  ex- 
ceeded his  authority,  but  the  plaintiff  con- 
tended that  the  defendant,  after  full  knowl- 
e<lge  of  the  agreement  made  by  his  agent, 
had  ratified  it.  De  Sollar  also  contended 
that,  by  a  judgment  which  had  been  ren- 
dered in  hie  favor  in  a  common-law  action 
which  Hanscome  had  instituted  against  him 
to  recover  damages  alleged  to  have  been  sus- 
tained in  consequence  of  his  having  placed 
this  agreement  and  a  certain  letter  written 
by  Hanscome  to  his  agent  upon  record, 
Hanscome  was  estopped  to  deny  that  he  had 
ratified  the  act  of  his  agent  in  making  the 
contract  in  dispute.  Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  in 
delivering  the  opinion,  said:  "The  plaintiff 
insists — and  that  is  the  burden  of  his  eon- 
tention — ^that  the  judgment  in  the  law  ac- 
tion is  conclusive  as  to  the  fact  of  de- 
fendant's assent  to  the  contract  as  executed 
by  his  agent;  while  the  defendant  claims 
that  it  settles  only  that  this  plaintiff,  act- 
ing under  the  advice  of  counsel  in  placing 
the  papers  on  record,  was  guilty  of  no  wil- 
ful or  malicious  wrong,  and  therefore  not 
liable  in  damages."  Then,  after  showing 
from  the  charge  of  the  court  in  the  action 
for  damages  that  the  jury  trying  that  case 
"were  at  liberty  to  find  for  the  defendant  if 
they  thought  that  in  fact  the  plaintiff  had 
suffered  no  damages  by  the  filing  for  record 
of  the  letter  and  agreement,"  notwithstand- • 
ing  the  judge  had  charged  them  that  "the 
chief  question"  was  whether  the  plaintiff  had 
ratified  what  had  been  done  in  his  name  by 
his  agent,  he  said:  "There  is  in  this  case 
no  extrinsic  testimony  tending  to  show  upon 
what  the  verdict  of  the  jury  was  based.  We 
have  simply  the  record  of  the  former  judg- 
ment, including  therein  the  testimony  and 
the  charge  of  the  court,  from  which  to  deter- 
mine that  fact;  and,  in  the  light  of  the 
charge,  it  is  obviously  a  matter  of  doubt 
whether  the  jury  found  that  the  agreement 
made  by  the  agent  was  ratified  by  the  prin- 
cipal, or  that  no  damage  had  in  fact  been 
sustained  by  placing  the  papers  upon  record. 
We  are  not  now  concerned  wijh  the  inquiry 
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whether  the  instructions  of  the  court  were 
correct  or  not.  We  look  to  them  simply  to 
see  what  questions  were  submitted  to  the 
Jury,  and,  if  they  left  it  open  to  the  jury  to 
lind  for  the  defendant  upop  either  of  the  two 
propositions,  and  the  verdict  does  not  specify 
upon  which  the  jury  acted,  there  can  be  no 
certainty  that  they  found  upon  one  rather 
than  the  other.  The  principal  contention 
therefore,  of  the  plaintiff,  fails."  The  prin- 
ciple ruled  was  stated  both  in  the  opinion 
and  the  headnote  as  follows:  "It  is  of  the 
f^ssenoe  of  estoppel  by  judgment  that  it  is 
certain  that  the  precise  fact  was  determined 
by  the  former  judgment." 

Another  case  directly  in  point  is  Greene  v. 
Merchants f  d  Planters'  Bank,  73  Miss.  542, 
19  So.  350,  where  it  was  held:  "Where  one 
has  been  sued  as  acceptor  of  a  lost  bill  of  ex- 
change alleged  to  have  been  draiiinD  by  a  cer- 
tain firm  to  its  own  order,  and  indorsed  by 
the  firm  and  one  of  the  members  thereof,  and 
on  his  pleas  of  non  eat  factum  and  payment, 
and  the  evidence  in  support  of  the  same,  the 
defendant  has  defeated  a  recovery,  he  can- 
not, in  a  second  suit  against  him  as  acceptor 
of  a  lost  bill  in  all  respects  similar  to  the 
nreceding  bill,  save  that  it  was  alleged  to 
have  been  drawn  not  by  the  firm,  but  by  said 
member  thereof,  maintain  a  plea  of  res  judi- 
ratay  since  it  is  impossible  to  say  on  which 
of  his  pleas  the  jury  found  for  him  in  the 
prior  suit,  and,  if  not  on  that  of  payment, 
the  only  matter  determined  was  that  he  did 
not  accept  the  particular  bill  then  sued  on, 
which  would  not  preclude  an  action  on  the 
hill  that  he  did  accept." 

Still  another  is  Augir  v.  Ryan,  63  Minn. 
:;73,  65  N.  W.  640,  where  it  was  held:.  "In 
order  that  a  former  judgment  should  bind 
parties  in  a  subsequent  action  by  way  of 
estoppel  as  to  any  question  of  fact,  it  mu.st 
appear,  from  the  judgment  or  by  extrinsic 
evidence,  that  such  question  was  within  the 
issues  of  the  former  action,  and  actually  liti- 
gated and  determined  therein.  If  such 
judgment  and  extrinsic  evidence  leave  it  a 
matter  of  conjecture  as  to  what  questions  of 
fact  were  litigated  and  determined  in  the 
former  action,  the  judgment  is  not  an  es- 
toppel." It  appeared  in  that  case,  as  it  does 
in  this,  that  several  defenses  had  been  inter- 
posed in  the  former  action,  but  it  did  not 
appear  upon  what  issue  the  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  defendant  was  founded. 

In  Heam  v.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Go,  67  N.  H. 
320,  29  Atl.  970,  it  was  held:  "A  town  hav- 
ing been  sued  for  damages  caused  by  an  ob- 
struction in  a  highway,  and  the  person  who 
placed  the  obstruction  there  having  been 
notified  of  the  suit  and  having  conducted  the 
defense,  a  general  verdict  for  the  defendant 
is  not  a  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  against 
such  person  for  the  same  injuries,  since  it 
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might  have  been  based  upon  the  lack  of  no 
tice  to  the  town  of  the  existence  of  the  ob- 
struction; and  the  testimony  of  jurors 
.  .  .  is  not  competent  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  that  their  verdict  was  in  fact  based 
solely  on  issues  material  in  the  second  ac- 
tion." In  the  opinion.  Chase,  J.,  said:  "As 
the  record  does  not  show  upon  which  of  the 
issues  the  former  judgment  was  founded,  it 
was  incumbent  upon  the  defendants,  in  or- 
der to  establish  an  estoppel  by  that  judg- 
ment, to  provQ  by  extrinsic  evidence  that  it 
was  founded  upon  the  matters  that  are  in 
issue  in  this  action." 

The  principle  is  briefly  and  succinctly 
stated  in  Thompson  v.  ^V.  T.  Bushnell  Co,  80 
Fed.  332,  as  follows:  "Unless  it  appears 
from  the  record  or  consistent  extrinsic  evi- 
dence that  the  particular  matter  sought  to 
be  concluded  was  necessarily  tried  and  deter- 
mined, so  that  the  judgment  could  not  have 
been  rendered  without  deciding  it,  there  is 
no  estoppel." 

It  follows  that  the  trial  judge  erred  when, 
at  the  close  of  the  evidence,  he  withdrew  the 
case  from  the  jury,  sustained  the  plea  of 
res  judicata,  and  dismissed  the  plaintiffs'  ac- 
tion. 

2.  The  plaintiffs  offered  in  evidence  a  pa- 
per which  purported  to  be  an  amendment 
which  had  been  offered  by  Moore,  Marsh,  & 
Co.  to  their  answer  to  the  equitable  petition 
of  Medlock  against  them,  and  which  had 
been  disallowed  by  the  court.  The  court  re- 
fused to  allow  this  paper  to  be  introduced  in 
evidence,  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  no 
part  of  the  record  in  the  case  of  Medlock  v. 
Moore,  Marsh,  d  Co.  It  does  not  appear 
that  when  this  paper  was  offered  in  evidence 
any  question  was  raised  as  to  the  necessity 
for  proving  that  it  really  was  what  it  pur- 
ported to  be.  The  title  and  description  of 
the  case  which  appeared  at  its  head  was: 
"R.  O.  Medlock  v.  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.  In 
Equity,  in  Gwinnett  Superior  Court,  March 
Term,  1900."  What  purported  to  be  the  or- 
der of  the  judge  disallowing  the  amendment 
appeared  at  the  end  of  the  document,  in  the 
following  language:  "This  amendment  dis- 
allowed by  the  court,  the  makers  of  the  notes 
(against  whom  Medlock,  as  a  surety,  would 
have  the  right  to  proceed)  not  being  legally 
in  court."  This  was  signed  officially  in  the 
name  of  the  judge  of  the  western  circuit, — 
the  same  judge  who  was  presiding  in  the 
trial  in  the  present  case.  The  paper  was, 
as  we  have  seen,  excluded  simply  upon  the 
ground  that  it  was  no  part  of  the  record  in 
the  case  to'  which  it  purported  to  relate. 

This   proposed   and    rejected    amendment 
prayed  that,  in  the  event  it  should  be  deter 
mined  that  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co.  had,  as  al 
leged  by  Medlock,  accepted  the  two  notes  of 
Zachry  and  Richmond,  payable  to  the  ordtT 
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ot  Medlock,  and  indorsed  by  him,  in  part 
payment  of  the  three  individnal  notes  of 
Medlock,  upon  which  they  were  suing  him  in 
the  city  court  of  LAwrenceville,  then  they 
should  have  judgment  against  him  for  the 
amount  of  the  Zachry  and  Richmond  notes. 
While  this  paper  could  not  be  introduced  as 
a  part  of  the  record  in  the  case  of  Medlock  v. 
Moore,  Marsh,  d  Co.,  yet  it  showed  upon  its 
face  that  in  that  case  Moore,  Marsh,  &  Co. 
had  sought  to  have  the  question  as  to  their 
right  to  recover  against  Medlock  as  indorser 
upon  the  very  two  notes  now  sued  on  deter- 
mined, in  the  event  the  jury  should  find  that 
they,  as  alleged  by  him,  had  accepted  these 
notes  as  payment  pro  tanto  of  his  three  in- 
dividual notes  upon  which  they  were  then 
suing  him,  and  that  they  were  not  allowed 
to  do  so  because  Zachry  and  Richmond  were 


not  parties  to  that  case.  This  was  a  circum- 
stance tending  to  show  that  the  court  did 
not  then  consider  that  the  question  of  Med- 
lock's  liability  as  indorser  on  the  Zachiy 
and  Richmond  nqtes  was  involved  in  that 
case,  and  that  it  was  not  determined  by  the 
judgment  which  is  relied  upon  in  the  pres- 
ent case  as  an  estoppeL  We  are  clearly  of 
opinion  that  the  mere  fact  that  this  paper 
was  no  part  of  the  record  in  the  case  of  Med- 
lock V.  Moore,  Marsh,  d  Co.  did  not  render 
it  inadmissible  in  evidence.  Butler  v.  Tif- 
ton,  T.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  121  Qa.  817,  49  8.  E. 
763. 
Judgment  reversed. 

All  the  Justices  concur,  except  Cobb»  J., 
disqualificfd. 
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City  of  NEW  CASTLE,  Appt., 

V, 

Julia  Maria  KURTZ  et  al 

(210  Pa.  183.) 

1.  A  manldpal  corporation  which  has 
Imponed  the  &niy  apon  property 
owners  of  keeping  the  nldewnlka  In 
front  of  their  property  tree  from  loo 

under  penalty,  and  has  provided  that,  In  case 
of  their  neglect  to  remove  the  ice,  it  will 
be  removed  by  the  city  at  thefr  expense,  as- 
sumed Jthe  duty  of  keeping  the  walks  clear ; 
and,  in  case  it  is  held  liable  for  injury  to 
one  falling  upon  the  walk,  it  cannot  recover 
over  against  the  property  owner  on  the 
theory  that  he  was  primarily  liable  for  the 
Injury. 

S.  Own  em  of  property  In  noMMeanlon 
Of  tenants  are  not  bovnd  to  keep 
^rateh  to  see  that  Ice  danverona  te 
traTOl  does  not  form  on  the  wallu 
In  front  of  it  which  are  properly  constructed 
and  In  proper  repair,  where  their  negligent 
construction  of  their  buildings  does  not  con- 
tribute to  its  formation:  and  therefore  they 
cannot  be  held  liable  for  injuries  to  a  trav- 
eler by  falling  upon  ice  of  the  existence  of 
which  they  have  no  notice. 

S.  Placing  SL  conductor  pipe  ao  as  to 
lead  water  from  the  roof  of  a  balld- 
Ins  adjolnlnsr  a  sidewalk  and  empty 
it  upon  the  walk  In  the  manner  customary 
in  the  community  is  not  a  nuisance  per  »e, 
where  it  does  not  ordinarily  Interfere  with 
travel ;  and  the  property  owner  cannot  be  held 
liable  to  one  who  Is  Injured  by  Ice  formed 
upon   the   walk   many  years  after  the  con- 

NoTE. — As  to  liability  for  permitting  water 
to  accumulate  and  freeze  on  sidewalks  to  the 
Injury  of  travelers,  see  also  note  to  Brown  v. 
White,  68  L.  R.  A  321. 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


struction  of  the  pipe,  as  the  result  of  a  severe 
and  unusual  storm. 

{Mettrezat  nnd  Potter,  44.,  <ll««est.) 
(UcL<iuber  31,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas  for  Law- 
rence County  in  favor  of  defendants  in  an 
action  brought  to  hold  them  liable  for  dam- 
ages which  plaintiff  had  been  compelled  to 
pay  because  of  an  injury  to  a  traveler  who 
fell  upon  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  their  prop- 
erty.    Affirmed. 

The -facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  James  A.  Gardaer  and  Robert 
K.  AikoBy  for  appellant: 

Defendants  created  and  maintained  a  pub- 
lic nuisance, — an  obstruction  upon  the  side- 
walk, a  hindrance  and  a  danger  to  public 
travel. 

The  primary  du^y  of  keeping  the  sidewalk 
in  repair  is  upon  the  abutting  property 
owner. 

Lohr  V.  Philipsburg,  166  Pa.  249,  27  Atl. 
133;  Duncan  v.  Philadelphia,  173  Pa.  654, 
61  Am.  St.  Rep.  780,  34  Atl.  235;  PUts- 
burg  use  of  Flanagan  v.  Fay,  8  Pa.  Super. 
Ct.  275;  Pittsburg  use  of  Flanagan  v.  Daly, 
6  Pa.  Super.  Ct  532;  Mintzer  v.  Qreenough, 
192  Pa.  144,  43  Atl.  465;  Dution  v.  bans- 
downe,  198  Pa.  563,  53  L.  R.  A.  469,  82  Am. 
St.  Rep.  814,  48  Atl.  494. 

Where  a  municipality  has  been  sued,  and 
has  paid  a  judgment  for  injuries  sustained 
either  by  a  defective  sidewalk,  or  by  reason 
of  a  nuisance  caused  or  maintained  by  the 
property  owner,  recovery  over  can  be  had 
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by  the  municipality  against  the   property 
owner. 

BroohvUle  y.  Arthurs,  130  Pa.  501,  18  Atl. 
1076,  152  Pa.  334,  25  Atl.  551 ;  Cheater  v. 
First  yat.  Bank,  9  Pa.  Super.  Ot.  517: 
Mintzer  v.  Greenaugh,  192  Pa.  137,  43  Atl. 
465;  Button  y.  Lansdou>ne,  198  Pa.  563,  53 
L.  R.  A.  469,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  814,  48  Ail. 
494;  Reading  y.  Reiner,  167  Pa.  41,  31  Atl. 
357;  Brown  y.  White,  202  Pa.  297,  68  L.  R. 
A.  321,  51  Atl.  962;  Kirchner  y.  Smith,  207 
Pa.  431,  56  Atl.  947;  Dickson  y.  Hollister, 
123  Pa.  429,  10  Am.  St.  Rep.  533,  16  Atl. 
484;  Oates  y.  Pennsylvania  R,  Co.  150  Pa. 
50,  16  L.  R.  A.  554,  24  Atl.  638;  Philadel- 
phia Co.  V.  Central  Traction  Co.  165  Pa.  461, 
30  AtL  934;  I  sham  y.  Broderick,  89  Minn. 
397,  95  N.  W.  224;  Leahan  y.  Cochran,  178 
Mass.  566,  53  L.  R.  A.  891,  86  Am.  St.  Rep. 
506,  60  N.  E.  382;  Lowell  y.  Short,  4  Cuah. 
275;  West  Boylston  y.  Mason,  102  Mass. 
341 ;  Westfield  y.  Mayo,  122  Mass.  100,  23 
Am.  Rep.  292;  Chicago  y.  Rohhins,  2  Black, 
418,  17  L.  ed.  298,  4  Wall.  657,  18  L.  ed. 
427;  Reedy  v.  St.  Louis  Brewing  Asso.  101 
Mo.  523,  53  L.  R.  A.  805,  61  S.  W.  859; 
2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  %%  1032-1035. 

The  nuisance  in  this  case  was  occasioned 
by  the  construction  of  the  conductors  with- 
out any  proyision  being  made  to  carry  the 
water  across  or  under  the  sidewalk,  and  was 
a  continual  nuisance  of  which  the  defend- 
ants had  notice. 

Gates  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  150  Pa.  50, 
16  L.  R,  A.  654,  24  Atl.  638;  Fowler  y. 
Jersey  Shore,  17  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  375;  Read- 
ing y.  Reiner,  167  Pa.  42,  31  Atl.  357; 
Isham  y.  Broderick,  89  Minn.  397,  95  N.  W. 
224. 

The  casting  of  the  water  from  the  roofs 
of  the  buildings,  thronf^h  a  large  conductor, 
out  upon  the  sidewalk,  there  to  freeze  in  a 
ridge  of  ice,  without  making  any  proyision 
to  carry  the  same  away,  was  clearly  a  nui- 
anoe. 

Brown  y.  White,  202  Pa.  297,  68  L.  R.  A. 
321,  61  Atl.  962;  Reedy  y.  St.  Louis  Brew- 
ing Asso.  161  Mo.  523,  53  L.  R.  A.  805,  61 
S.  W.  859;  isham  y.  Broderick,  89  Minn. 
397,  95  N.  W.  224. 

The  landowner  is  not  relieyed  from  liabil- 
ity when  he  leases  his  premises  haying  a 
nuisance  thereon. 

.  Reading  y.  Reiner,  167  Pa.  41,  31  Atl. 
357;  Knauss  v.  Brua,  107  Pa.  85;  Fow  v. 
Roberts,  108  Pa.  489;  Wunder  y.  McLean, 
134  Pa.  334,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  702,  19 
Atl.  749;  Brown  y.  White,  202  Pa.  297, 
58  L.  R.  A.  321,  51  Atl.  962;  Kirchner  v. 
Smith,  207  Pa.  431,  56  Atl.  947;  Lewin  y. 
PauU,  19  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  447;  Isham  v. 
Broderick,  89  Minn.  397,  95  N.  W.  224; 
Reedy  y.  St.  Louis  Brewing  Asso.  161  Mo. 
69  L.  R.  A, 


623,   63   L.   R.   A.    805,   61   S.    W.   859;    2 
Shearm.  A  Redf.  Neg.  S  709a. 

The  ordinances  passed  imder  the  police 
power  create  no  new^  liability  on  the  part  of 
the  municipality,  nor  does  failure  to  enforoe 
them. 

Betham  y.  Philadelphia,  196  Pa.  312,  46 
Atl.  448;  Elliott  y.  Philadelphia,  75  Pa. 
347,  15  Am.  Rep.  591;  Boyd  y.  Insurance 
Patrol,  113  Pa.  270,  6  Atl.  536;  Philadel 
phia  d  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Ervin,  89  Pa,  75,  33 
Am.  Rep.  726^;  Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  y. 
Boyer,  97  Pa.  102;  Davidson  y.  Schuylkill 
Traction  Co.  4  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  94;  McDade 
y.  Chester,  117  Pa.  414,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  681, 
12  Atl.  421;  Allebrand  y.  Duquesne,  11  Pa. 
Super.  Ct.  223;  Ewen  y.  Philadelphia,  194. 
Pa.  648,  75  Am.  St.  Rep.  712,  45  Atl.  339: 
Grant  y.  Erie,  69  Pa.  420,  8  Am.  Rep.  272; 
Chattanooga  y.  Reid,  3  Mun.  Corp.  Cas.  308. 
and  note,  103  Tenn.  ^616,  53  S.  W.  937: 
Tarhutton  y.  Tennille,  110  Ga.  90,  36  S.  E. 
282;  2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  4th  ed.  S§  950-952 
notes. 

The  proyision  in  the  sidewalk  ordinance 
introduced  by  the  defendants  under  objec- 
tions, which  required  the  street  commis- 
sioner to  see  that  "the  work  is  done,  or 
caused  to  be  done,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  this  ordinance,"  or  like  provisionn. 
imposed  no  duty  or  liability  on  the  city. 

Harrison  v.  Collins,  86  Pa.  153,  27  Am. 
Rep.  699 ;Coates  v.  Chapman,  195  Pa.  117, 
45  Atl.  676;  Wray  v.  Evans,  80  Pa.  105: 
White  V.  Philadelphia,  201  Pa.  512,  51  Atl. 
332;  Uppington  y.  New  York,  165  N.  Y.  222. 
53  L.  R.  A.  550,  59  N.  E.  91;  1  Smith, 
Mun.  Corp.  S  744,  p.  746. 

The  only  defenses  open  to  a  defendant  in 
cases  inyolying  defects  in  the  sidewalk  are,* 
(1)  that  he  did  not  own  the  property,  (2) 
that  he  was  not  under  any  duty  or  obli- 
gation to  keep  the  sidewalk  in  good  repair. 
(3)  that  the  accident  did  not  happen 
through  any  neglect  of  duty  on  his  part. 

Fowler  y.  Jersey  Shore,  17  Pa.  Super.  Ct. 
372. 

While  the  city  may  be  primarily  liable 
to  a  person  injured,  by  reason  of  its  duty 
to  see  that  the  sidewalk  is  reasonably  safe, 
yet  the  primary  duty  of  keeping  a  side- 
wallb  in  order  is  upon  the  property  owner, 
and  that  of  the  city  is  secondary.  The  neg- 
ligence of  the  city  consisted  in  not  ccMnpel- 
ling  the  property  owners  to  remove  the  de- 
fect or  nuisance. 

Lohr  y.  Philipsburg,  156  Pa.  246,  27  Atl. 
133;  Fowler  y.  Jersey  Shore,  17  Pa.  Super. 
Ct.  373;  Dutton  y.  Lansdowne,  198  Pa,  566. 
63  L.  R.  A.  469,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  814,  48 
Atl.  494;  West  Boylston  y.  Mason,  102 
Mass.  341. 

The  city  and  the  property  o\\Tier  are  not 
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in  pari  delicto;  there  is  no  contribution  be- 
tween them. 

Button  V.  Lanadovyne,  198  Pa.  566,  53  L. 
R.  A.  469,  82  Am.  St.  Rep.  814,  48  Atl.  494. 

The  city  is  not  liable  for  a  defect  or  nui- 
sance not  occasioned  by  its  own  act,  unles.4 
it  had  actual  or  constructive  notice  of  the 
nuisance;  and  it  was  just  because  of  this 
notice  that  the  city  became  liable  to  Dean. 

Duncan  v.  Philadelphia,  173  Pa.  550,  51 
Am.  St.  Rep.  780,  34  Atl.  235;  Dean  v. 
New  Castle,  201  Pa.  51,  50  Atl.  310, 

Messrs.  S.  W.  Dana,  D.  B.  Knrts, 
Aaron  tu  Hasen,  Osoar  Ii.  Jackson,  and 
Richard  F.  Dana,  for  appellees : 

By  ordinances  for  many  years  the  city  rec- 
ognized these  conductors  by  providing  that 
there  should  be  gutters  across  the  sidewalk 
sufficient  to  carry  the  water  coming  from 
them.  Such  conductors  were  a  usual  and 
conunon  means  of  bringing  w^ater  from  roofs, 
and  were  reasonably  necessary. 

Even  though  Dean  might  have  recovered 
against  the  owners,  the  city,  under  the  pe- 
culiar circumstances  of  the  case,  should  not 
be  subrogated  to  Dean's  action  against  them, 
and  is  without  remedy. 

Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  795. 

When  a  charter  imposes  upon  lot  owners 
the  duty  of  keeping  the  sidewalk  in  repair, 
and  free  from  snow  or  ice  or  other  ob- 
structions ;  and  also  provides  that  the  super- 
intendent of  streets  shall  repair  any  side- 
walk where  the  owner  of  the  property  neg- 
lects to  repair  the  same  for  a  fixed  number 
of  days  after  the  service  upon  him  of  a 
written  notice  so  to  do,  and  that  the  super- 
intendent shall  collect  the  expense  of  such 
repair  from  the  owner  of  the  property, — ^it 
*onIy  imposes  upon  the  owner  a  statutory 
liability  for  the  expense  of  such  repairs. 
It  does  not  directly  and  specifically  make 
him  liable  for  any  damages  in  case  of  per- 
sonal injury  to  persons  from  a  failure  to 
keep  such  sidewalks  in  repair;  and  the 
municipality,  though  it  may  in  an  action  be 
held  liable  to  the  person  injured,  and  pay 
the  same,  cannot  maintain  the  action  against 
the  lot  owner  for  indemnity. 

2  Smith,  Mun.  Corp.  §  1305;  Port  Jervis 
v.  First  Nat.  Bank,  96  N.  Y.  550;  Chicago 
V.  Rohbins,  2  Black,  418,  17  L.  ed.  298: 
Brooklyn  v.  Brooklyn  City  R.  Co.  47  I^.  Y. 
475,  7  Am.  Rep.  469 ;  Lowell  v.  Boston  d  L. 
R.  Corp.  23  Pick.  24,  34  Am.  Dec.  33 ;  Roches- 
ter V.  Campbell,  123  N.  Y.  405,  10  L.  R.  A. 
393,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  760,  25  N.  E.  937; 
Moore  v.  Gadsden,  93  N.  Y.  12. 

Dean  oould  not  have  recovered  against 
the  owners  if  he  had  sued  them  instead  oi 
the  city.  They  are  liable,  under  the  ordi- 
nance, to  the  penalty,  and  to  reimburse  the 
(\\pense  of  clearing,  but  are  under  no  new 
•50  L.  R.  A. 


liability  to  persons  injured  through  the  non- 
observance  of  the  same. 

Philadelphia  rf  /.*  'i*.  Co.  v.  Ervin,  89  Pa. 
71,  33  Am.  Rep.  r^o:  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
V.  Leuns,  79  Pa.  33;  Philadelphia  d  R.  R. 
Co.  V.  Boyer,  97  Pa.  91 ;  Buente  v.  Pittsburg, 
A.  d  M.  Traction  Co.  2  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  185: 
Taylor  v.  Union  Traction  Co.  184  Pa.  465, 
47  L.  R.  A.  289,  40  Atl.  159;  MoNemey  v. 
Reading,  150  Pa.  611,  25  Atl.  57. 

The  owners  being  out  of  possession,  the 
premises  being  in  the  possession  of  their  re- 
spective tenants,  and  the  landlords  being  un- 
der no  obligation  by  contract  to  keep  the 
sidewalk  in  repair,  the  owners  would  not  be 
liable  to  persons  who  might  be  injured  by 
defects  arising  in  the  sidewalk  for  want  of 
repairs  while  so  in  possession  of  the  tenants. 

Bears  v.  Ambler,  9  Pa.  193;  Early  v.  Ash- 
worth,  15  W.  N.  C.  142;  Tout  v.  Philadel- 
phia, 173  Pa.  314,  33  Atl.  1034;  Orier  v. 
Sampson,  27  Pa.  183. 

Abutting  owners  are  not  liable  to  passen- 
gers for  personal  injuries,  caused  by  defects 
in,  or  want  of  repairs  of,  a  sidewalk,  aris- 
ing while  the  owners  are  not  in  possession, 
but  the  premises  are  in  possession  of  their 
tenants,  and  the  owners  are  under  no  con- 
tract to  repair.  The  liability  is  by  virtue 
of  city  ordinances ;  and,  if  there  was  no  lia- 
bility by  the  common  law,  none  would  re- 
sult from  the  ordinances. 

Lowell  V.  Boston  d  L.  R.  Corp.  23  Pick. 
24,  34  Am.  Dec.  33 ;  Rochester  v.  Campbell, 
123  N.  Y.  405,  10  L.  R.  A.  393,  20  Am.  St. 
Rep.  760,  25  N.  E.  937 ;  Wilhelm  v.  Defiance, 
58  Ohio  St.  56,  40  L.  R.  A.  294,  65  Am,  St. 
Rep.  745,  50  N.  E.  18. 

The  right  of  the  city  to  recover  at  all  is 
one  existing  in  pure  equity.  In  order  to 
have  any  right  in  equity  to  be  subrogated 
to  the  right  of  Dean  against  the  owners, 
the  city  must  itself  have  done  equity. 

The  street  commissioner  had  express  no- 
tice of  the  ice  ridge  and  its  very  dangerous 
character,  and  also  was  personally  present 
and  viewed  it,  and  could  easily  have  re- 
moved it,  or  notified  the  tenants,  while  the 
owners  were  not  in  possession,  and  could 
and  did  know  nothing  of  it.  It  was  his 
duty,  as  between  the  city  and  the  owners, 
to  have  done  one  or  the  other;  and  still  he 
did  nothing. 

S'lich  neglect  would  be  criminal.  Both  of- 
ficer and  the  city  would  be  indictable  for 
it. 

2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §8  745-747;  1  Dill. 
Mun.  Corp.  §  1761,  note;  Wharton,  Crimes, 
§S  1584a,  1591-1593. 

Against  such  criminal  neglect  the  city  can 
get  no  indemnity. 

Weckerly  v.  Qerivan  Lutheran  Congreoa- 
tion,  3  Rawle,  172. 
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Certainly  what  the  city  cannot  get  in  law, 
equity  will  not  decree. 

Further,  the  persons  against  whom  the  in- 
dr^mnity  is  claimed  are  entirely  ignorant  of 
wrong,  and,  if  negligent  at  all,  are  so  mere- 
ly by  intendment  of  law. 

Weckerly  v.  Oerman  Lutheran  Congrega- 
tion, 3  Rawle,  172;  Coventry  v.  Barton,  17 
Johns.  144,  7  Am.  Dec.  376;  Doe  ex  dem, 
Cheny  v.  Batten,  1  Cowp.  243. 

If  the  city,  knowing  of  the  ridge  of  ice, 
and  knowing,  also,  the  necessary  want  of 
knowledge  on  part  of  the  owners,  had  done 
it^  duty,  there  could  have  been  no  accident. 
It  is  therefore  in  the  same  situation  as  a 
plaintiff  seeking  to  recover  when  his  own 
neglect  eoiitributed  to  the  injury. 

Armstrong  County  v.  Clarion  County,  66 
Pa.  218,  5  Am.  Rep.  368;  Horbaoh  v.  Elder, 
18  Pa.  33. 

Thompson,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 

the  court: 

This  was  an  action  by  the  appellant  to  re- 
cover from  the  appellees  the  amount  of  a 
verdict  that  it  was  by  suit  compelled  to 
pay  to  a  person  who  had  been  injured  by  a 
fall  caused  by  a  ridge  of  ice  formed  in 
front  of,  and  upon  the  pavement  of,  the 
pionerties  owned  by  the  appellees,  and  oc- 
cupied by  tenants.  The  liability  of  the  ap- 
pellant in  that  action  sprang  from  the  ac- 
tual notice  to  it  of  the  dangerous  condition 
of  the  ice  upon  the  pavement,  and,  after 
such  notice,  its  neglect  to  remove  it.  The 
proof  there  was  that  its  street  commissioner 
had  express  notice  of  the  ridge  of  ice  that 
caused  the  accident,  and  its  dangerous  char- 
acter. Having  such  notice,  and  having 
failed  to  perforin  its  duty,  and  having  been 
mulcted  in  damages  for  such  failure  of  duty, 
appellant  now  seeks  to  recover  the  amount 
of  such  damages  from  appellees,  who  had 
no  notice  or  knowledge  of  the  condition  of 
the  ice  on  the  pavement,  and  whose  proper- 
ties were  in  the  occupancy  of  tenants. 

The  principle  tmderlying  the  right  to  be 
reimbursed  for  damages  paid  by  a  munici- 
pality in  cases  of  accident  is  that  the  owner 
or  occupier  of  the  property,  as  the  case  may 
be,  is  primarily  liable  to  the  person  injured. 
The  right  of  subrogation  springs  from  that 
liability.  The  primary  liability  in  that  case 
was  upon  the  appellant.  It  assumed  the  du- 
ty of  removing  the  ice.  By  its  ordinance 
it  required  owners,  tenants,  or  occupiers  of 
properties  to  remove  the  ice  in  front  of  the 
same  before  10  o'clock  of  the  next  day  after 
its  accumulation,  and,  failing  to  do  so,  to  be 
liable  to  a  fine;  and,  in  case  the  owner  or 
occupier  did  not  remove  when  so  required, 
it  undertook  to  do  so.  The  appellant,  hav- 
ing undertaken  that  duty,  had  express  notice 
of  the  condition  of  the  ice  and  the  necessity 
m  L.  R.  A. 


for  its  removal.  Thus  its  negligence  arose 
directly  from  its  failure  to  perform  it.  It 
now  practically  seeks  to  have  a  right  of  sub 
rogation  for  the  repayment  of  the  damages 
which  were  the  direct  consequence  of  its 
own  negligence.  It  is  an  attempt,  there 
fore,  to  make  a  wrong,  and  not  a  right,  the 
basis  of  such  subrogation.  In  2  Smith's 
Municipal  Corporations,  §  1306,  it  is  said: 
"But  where  a  charter  imposes  upon  lot  own- 
ers the  duty  of  keeping  the  sidewalk  .  .  . 
in  repair,  and  free  from  snow  or  ice  or  other 
obstruction,  and  also  provides  that  the  su- 
perintendent of  streets  should  repair  any 
sidewalk  wnen  the  owner  of  the  property 
neglected  to  repair  the  same  for  a  fixed 
number  of  days  after  the  service  upon  him 
of  a  written  notice  to  do  so,  and  that  the 
superintendent  should  collect  the  expense  of 
such  repair  from  the  owner  of  the  property, 
it  only  imposes  upon  the  lot  owner  a  statu- 
tory liability  for  the  expense  of  such  re- 
pairs. It  does  not  directly  and  specifically 
make  him  liable  for  any  damages  in  case  of 
personal  injury  to  persons  from  a  failure 
to  keep  such  sidewalks  in  repair,  and  the 
municipality,  though  it  may  in  an  action  be 
held  liable  to  the  person  injured,  and  pay 
the  same,  cannot  maintain  the  action 
against  the  lot  owner  for  indemnity."  He 
there  cites  numerous  authorities  to  sustain 
the  above. 

The  failure  of  the  appellant  to  remove 
the  ice  ridge  in  question,  with  notice  of  its 
dangerous  condition,  or  to  give  notice  to 
the  tenants  to  remove  it  promptly,  or,  in 
case  of  their  failure,  to  do  so  at  their  ex- 
pense, negatives  an  equal  liability  basis  up- 
on which  to  build  a  right  in  equity  for  sub- 
rogation against  the  appellees,  the  owners  of 
the  property,  not  in  occupancy,  and  with- 
out the  slightest  knowledge  or  information 
in  r^ard  to  the  condition  of  the  pavement; 
but,  in  any  contingency,  the  right  to  reim- 
bursement by  appellant  could  only  spring 
from  a  liability  of  the  appellees,  which 
Dean,  who  recovered  a  verdict  against  the 
appellant,  might  have  enforced  against 
them.  Th^  were  the  owners  of  the  prop- 
erties, and  their  tenants  were,  and  had  been 
for  many  years,  the  actual  occupiers  of 
them.  The  accident  was  not  caused  by  the 
bad  condition  of  the  pavement  or  its  want 
of  repair,  but  by  a  sudden  accumulation  of 
ice,  to  which  water  from  the  buildings  may 
have  contributed.  It  was  an  unusual  con- 
dition produced  by  the  elements,  and  seemed 
to  have  had .  no  similar  recurrence  in  a 
period  of  many  years.  Whatever  the  duties 
of  the  tenants  to  keep  the  pavements  free 
and  clear  of  ice  may  have  been,  the  appel- 
lees, out  of  possession,  with  the  pavement 
in  proper  repair,  and  the  nipper  ties  prop- 
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orly  constructed  and  also  in  proper  repair, 
were  not  bound  to  keep  watch  and  guard 
over  the  pavement  to  prevent  the  form- 
ation of  ridges  of  ice  upon  it;  and,  if  so, 
they  cannot  be  held  liable  for  an  injury  con- 
sequent upon  a  sudden  accumulation  of  ice 
there.  In  Lohr  y.  Philipshurg,  166  Pa.  246, 
27  Atl.  133,  Mr.  Justice  Mitchell  said: 
•*In  the  recent  case  of  Bums  v.  Bradford, 
137  Pa.  361,  11  L.  R.  A.  726,  20  Atl.  997, 
our  Brother  MoCollum  said:  'A  munici- 
pal corporation  is  not  an  insurer  against 
all  defects  in  its  highways,  but  it  is  answer- 
able for  negligence  in  the  performance 
of  its  duties  in  the  construction  and 
care  of  them.  For  a  defect  arising  in 
them  without  its  fault  or  neglect,  it 
is  not  liable,  unless  it  has  express  notice, 
or  the  defect  be  so  notorious  as  to  be 
evident  to  all  passers.'"  It  was  accord- 
ingly held  in  that  case  that,  although  "it 
is  a  fact  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of 
all  our  municipalities  that  sidewalks  are 
liable  in  the  winter  to  be  thrown  out  of 
level  by  the  action  of  the  frost,"  yet  the 
plaintiff,  who  was  injured — ^very  much  in 
the  same  manner  as  the  present  plaintiff 
was — ^by  the  stringers  of  a  plank  walk  be- 
ing raised  higher  on  one  side  than  the  other, 
could  not  recover  without  proof  that  the  de- 
fect was  observable  by  all  passers.  So  here 
the  proper  instruction  to  the  jury  should  be 
that  the  borough  was  bound  to  keep  a  rea- 
sonable supervision  over  the  condition  of  its 
sidewalks,  but  it  was  not  liable  for  negli- 
gence unless  it  had  actual  notice  or  knowl- 
edge of  the  defect  complained  of,  or  it  was 
so  plain  to  observation  and  had  existed  so 
long  a  time  that  officers  exercising  a  reason- 
able supervision  ought  to  have  observed  it. 
The  primary  liability  on  the  part  of  the 
owner  out  of  occupancy  may  arise  where 
the  injury  is  the  result  of  negligence  spring- 
ing from  a  failure  to  repair  a  pavement,  but 
where  no  such  condition  exists,  and  there  is 
no  failure  of  duty  in  regard  to  any  repairs, 
no  negligence  can  be  said  to  be  attributed  to 
him.  There  was  no  evidence  in  this  case 
that  the  pavement  was  in  a  bad  condition 
or  out  of  repair,  and  none  that  there  was 
danger  by  reason  of  tiie  failure  to  construct 
across  it  a  gutter  to  the  street.  No  such 
gutters  were  laid  across  pavements  in  the 
locality,  and  none  required.  This  is  appar- 
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ent  from  the  fact  tkat  there  Vas  no  proper 
storm  gutter  in  the  street  to  carry  off  water. 
and  especially  so  in  the  case  of  appellees' 
pavcfment,  as  a  telegraph  pole  over  a  foot 
in  diameter  had  been  ereoted,  under  the  di- 
rection of  appellant's  engineer,  directly  op- 
posite the  waterspout  from  appellees'  prop- 
erty, which  precluded  the  construction  of  a 
small  gutter.  It  is,  however,  manifest  that, 
if  even  a  small  gutter  had  been  constructed 
across  the  pavement,  under  the  stress  of 
the  intense  weather  which  caused  the  ridge 
of  ice  upon  the  pavement  it  would  not  have 
successfully  operated  to  prevent  such  aceu- 
mulation.  It  follows,  then,  that,  unless 
there  was  such  a  failure  of  duty  on  the  part 
of  the  appellees  in  the  construction  of  a  wa- 
ter pipe  as  resulted  in  a  nuisance  per  ae,  con- 
tinuing as  such,  no  liability  on  their  part 
could  arise.  The  conductor  or  waterspout 
was  constructed  at  the  time  of  the  erection 
of  these  houses,  some  twenty  years  previous, 
was  such  as  was  in  common  use,  was  proper 
and  necessary  to  remove  water  from  the  roof 
of  the  houses,  and  was  so  recognized.  As 
its  construction  was  proper,  and  as  it  was 
used  for  a  necessary  purpose,  and  as  it  was 
not  out  of  repair,  it  was  not  a  nuisance  per 
ae,  and  the  fact  that  a  severe  storm  at  some 
remote  period  of  time  might  possibly  causo 
an  unusual  flow  of  water  would  not  neces- 
sarily make  it  so.  There  is  no  evidence  that 
any  such  flow  ever  previously  made  any  mis- 
chief. Such  being  the  case,  there  was  no 
such  failure  of  duty  on  the  part  of  appellees 
as  to  be  the  foundation  of  any  liability. 
The  case  of  Brovm  v.  White,  202  Pa.  297. 
58  L.  R.  A.  321,  51  Atl.  962,  was  a  case  in 
which  the  construction  was  a  nuisance  per 
ae,  and  the  owner's  liability  was  placed  dis- 
tinctly upon  that  ground;  and  Mr.  Justice 
Mestrezat,  quoting  from  the  case  of  Knausa 
V.  Brua,  107  Pa.  85,  says :  "But  the  converse 
of  this  proposition  is  also  true:  If  the 
premises  are  so  constructed,  or  in  such  a 
condition,  that  the  continuance  of  their  use 
by  the  tenant  must  result  in  a  nuisance  to 
a  third  person,  and  a  nuisance  does  so  result, 
the  landlord  is  liable." 

The  learned  trial  judge  was  not  guilty  of 
error  in  giving  binding  instructions  for  the 
appellees,  and  this  judgment  ia  affirmed. 

Meatreaat  and  Potter,  JJ.,  dissenii 
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!•  Tlie  marria'se  of  a  ward»  aolemnised 
in  a  BiBter  state  where  it  is  valldL  is  not 
yold  because  no  license  was  procored  with 
the  consent  of  the  guardian,  as  required  by 
the  laws  of  his  domlcil,  nor  because  such 
laws  render  yold  all  his  contractik 

a.  Tbe  marriasre  of  a  ward»  Talid 
wbere  made  in  a  Bister  state,  must  be  re- 
garded ds  valid  at  his  domicil,  although  it 
would  not  have  been  so  had  it  been  solem- 
nised there  because  of  statutory  limitation 
of  his  right  to  contract. 

3.  Tbe  yvtfe  of  one  lllesallir  rentralned 
of  bin  liberty  may  maintain  a  petition  for 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to  obtain  his  re- 
lease. 


4.    One  appointed  suardtan  of  anotber 
beeaaae  of  bin  laelc  of  dtneretion  to 

manage  his  estate  has  no  authority  oyer  the 
person  of  his  ward,  which  will  entitle  him 
to  separate  him  from  his  wife. 

(July   28,    1004.) 

PETITION  for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  to 
obtain  the  release  of  Henry  C.  Chace 
from  the  custody  of  Andrew  D.  Wilson,  who 
was  attempting  to  exercise  control  over  him 
as  his  guardian.   Ora/nted. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mesere,  George  S.  Engle,  F.  P.  Owen, 
and  Willla  B.  Biobardson  for  petitioner. 

Mr,  Clarence  A.  Aldrioh  for  respond- 
ent. 

TJlHngbart,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  a  petition  for  a  writ  of  habeas 
corpus  brought  by  Elizabeth  E.  Chace  in  be- 
half of  her  husband,  Henry  G.  Chace.  The 
material  facts  in  the  case  are  these:  On 
the  23d  day  of  May,  1899,  Andrew  D.  Wil- 
son was  appointed  guardian  of  the  person 
and  estate  of  said  Henry  C.  Chace,  a  person 
of  full  age,  under  the  provisions  of  Gen. 
Laws  1896,  chap.  196,  §  7,  on  the  ground 
that,  from  want  of  discretion  in  managing 
his  estate,  he  was  likely  to  bring  himself 
to  want.  Subsequently,  on  the  20th  of  No- 
vember 1902,  Mr.  Chace  married  his  present 
wife.  The  marriage  was  solemnized  in 
Massachusetts,  although  both  of  the  parties 
were  domiciled  in  Rhode  Island,  and  it  was 
entered  into  by  Mr.  Chace  without  obtain- 
ing the  written  consent  of  his  guardian, 
which  is  made  one  of  the  requisites  for  ob- 
taining a  marriage  license    in    this    state. 


Nora. — For   cooflict  of  laws   as   to  validity 
of  marriage,   see  also,   in  this  series,   Hills  v. 
State,  57   U   R.  A.   1K5,  and  note, 
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under  Pub.  Laws  1898,  1899,  chap.  549,  f 
11,  p.  49.  Soon  after  the  marriage,  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  Chace  returned  to  this  state,  and  lived 
together  as  husband  and  wife  for  some 
months,  until  some  time  last  August,  when 
the  guardian  aforesaid  removed  Mr.  Chace 
from  his  home,  against  his  protest  and  t,hat 
of  the  petitioner.  The  petitioner  avers  that 
the  respondent  guardian  thereupon  im- 
prisoned Mr.  Chace,  and  is  now  unlawfully 
restraining  him  of  his  liberty  at  No.  9 
Lemon  street,  Providence;  that  he  is  de- 
prived of  the  companionship,  assistance, 
and  care  of  his  wife,  which  he  desires;  that 
he  is  not  permitted  to  have  social  inter- 
course with  her,  save  in  the  presence  of  hiH 
guardian;  and  that  he  is  being  treated  in 
a  manner  inconsistent  with  the  relation  of 
guardian  and  ward. 

In  determining  whether  the  petitioner  is 
entitled  to  the  relief  she  prays  for,  the  first 
question  calling  for  decision  is  whether  she 
was  lawfully  married  to  Mr.  Chace,  for,  if 
not,  she  shows  no  standing  to  petition  in 
his  behalf  as  his  wife.  It  is  argued  by  the 
counsel  for  the  guardian  that  the  marriage 
is  invalid,  and  that  the  petitioner  never  be- 
came the  wife  of  Mr.  Chace.  The  reasons 
advanced  are  ( 1 )  that  by  our  statute,  cited 
above,  a  ward  is  rendered  unable  to  obtain 
a  marriage  license  without  the  consent  of 
his  guardian,  and  that  no  such  consent  was 
given  by  the  respondent;  (2)  that  by  the 
provisions  of  Gen.  Laws  1896,  chap.  196,  9 
16,  ''all  contracts,  bargains,  and  convey- 
ances made  l^  any  person  under  guardian- 
ship shall  be  utterly  void;"  (3)  that  these 
provisions  show  that  it  is  the  policy  of  our 
law  to  deny  any  validity  to  any  kind  of  a 
contract  which  a  ward  attempts  to  make, 
and  that  therefore,  although  the  marriage 
took  place  in  Massachusetts,  and  may  have 
fulfilled  the  requirements  of  Massachusetts 
law,  it  will  not  be  recognized  in  this  state. 

We  do  not  think  that  any  of  these  argu- 
ments are  sound.  As  to  the  first  two,  we 
think  it  is  clear  that  the  statutes  relied 
upon  can  have  no  direct  application  to  this 
marriage,  for  it  was  celebrated  in  another 
state,  and  under  the  provisions  of  other 
laws. 

The  third  argument,  however,  requircA 
more  consideration.  It  is  said  by  counsel 
for  the  guardian  that  '^marriage,  in  evasion 
of  the  laws  of  the  domicil,  and  contrary  to 
the  public  policy  or  laws  of  the  domicil  will 
not  be  recognized  as  valid."  But  it  must 
be  noticed,  in  the  first  place,  that  it  no- 
where appears,  either  in  the  pleadings  or 
proof,  that  the  marriage  involved  here  was 
entered  into  in  evasion  of  the  laws  of  the 
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domicil,  and  contrary  to  the  public  policy 
thereof.  For  aught  that  appears,  the 
parties  may  have  entered  into  this  contract 
of  marriage  in  the  most  perfect  good  faith, 
and  without  any  intention  of  evading  the 
laws  of  Rhode  Island.  And,  as  is  said  by 
Mr.  Bishop  in  the  first  volume  of  his  work 
on  Marriage,  Divorce,  &,  Separation,  §§  77, 
836:  ''Each  particular  instance  of  what  is 
meant  for  marriage  has  the  aid  of  all  the 
presumptions,  both  of  law  and  fact,  and 
equally  whether  the  marriage  was  domestic 
or  foreign."  Furthermore,  it  is  not  clear 
that,  even  if  the  marriage  had  been  solem- 
nized in  this  state,  it  would  have  been  void. 
Pub.  Laws  1898,  1899,  p.  49,  chap.  549,  §  11, 
merely  provides  that  no  marriage  license 
Hhall  issue  to  a  person  under  guardianship 
without  the  written  consent  of  the  guardi- 
an; but  it  by  no  means  necessarily  follows 
that  a  marriage  procured  without  first  ob- 
taining such  license  would  be  void,  although 
the  official  or  other  person  who  performed 
the  ceremony  might  be  liable  to  punishment 
under  §  19  of  the  same  chapter.  See  Par  ton 
V,  Uervey,  1  Gray,  119,  121,  For,  while  our 
statutes  prescribe  certain  formalities  and 
requirements  in  connection  with  the  enter- 
ing into  the  marriage  relation,  it  is  to  be 
carefully  borne  in  mind  that  they  nowhere 
declare  that  the  failure  to  observe  any  or 
all  of  said  formalities  or  requirements  shall 
have  the  effect  to  render  a  marriage  void. 

Again,  although  Gen.  Laws  1896,  chap. 
196,  S  16,  provides  that  all  contracts  made 
by  a  ward  shall  be  void,  it  is  at  least  very 
questionable  whether  the  legislature  intend- 
ed that  section  to  refer  to  the  contract  of 
marriage.  Indeed,  the  words  of  the  section 
referring  to  bargains  and  conveyances 
would  clearly  seem  to  show  that  it  was  only 
intended  to  affect  contracts  relatii]^  to 
property.  Certainly  the  provision  is  not  of 
universal  application  for,  under  Pub.  Laws 
1898,  1899,  chap.  649,  §  11,  p.  49,  there 
must  be  an  implied  exception  in  the  case  of 
a  marriage  contract  to  which  the  guardian 
consents  in  writing.  Upon  the  questions  of 
interpretation  thus  raised,  however,  we  re- 
frain from  expressing  any  opinion,  as  we 
think  that,  even  assuming  that  the  mar- 
rioge  would  have  been  void  in  this  state, 
yet,  as,  so  far  as  appears,  it  was  lawfully 
celebrated  in  Massachusetts,  it  must  be  con- 
sidered valid  here.  We  are  aware  that  the 
authorities  are  not  •entirely  uniform  upon 
this  point,  now  for  the  first  time  presented 
in  Rhode  Island;  but  the  general  principle, 
as  we  gather  it  from  text  writers  and  de- 
cisions, both  English  and  American,  is  that 
the  capacity  or  incapacity  to  marry  de- 
jH^nds  on  the  law  of  the  place  where  the 
marriage  is  celebrated,  and  not  on  that  of 
the  domicil  of  the  parties.  Story,  Confl. 
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L.  8th  ed.  §  89.  See  Id.  §§  113,  121,  123a, 
1236;  Bishop,  Marr.  Div.  &  Sep.  S  843,  and 
cases  cited;  Putnam  v.  Putnam,  8  Pick. 
433;  West  Cambridge  v.  Lexington,  1  Pick. 
506,  11  Am.  Dec.  231;  Van  Voorhis  v.  Brint- 
nall,  86  N.  Y.  18,  40  Am.  Rep.  505.  In  Med 
tcay  v.  Needham,  16  Mass.  157^  8  Am.  Dec. 
131,  a  statute  made  a  marriage  between  a 
negro  or  mulatto  and  a  white  person  void. 
A  couple,  one  of  whom  was  a  mulatto  and 
the  other  white,  in  order  to  evade  the 
statute,  came  into  Rhode  Island,  where  sucli 
connections  were  allowed,  were  there  mar- 
ried, and  immediately  returned.  And  the 
marriage,  being  good  in  Rhode  Island,  was 
held  to  be  good  in  Massachusetts.  The 
reasoning  upon  which  these  cases  proceed 
is  well  stated  by  Sir  Edward  Simpson  in 
Scrimshire,  v.  Scrimshire,  2  Hagg.  Consist. 
Rep.  395.  He  says  on  page  417:  "All 
nations  allow  marriage  contracts.  They 
are  juris  gentium,  and  the  subjects  of  all 
nations  are  equally  concerned  in  them ;  and 
from  the  infinite  mischief  and  confusion 
that  must  necessarily  arise  to  the  subjects 
of  all  nations  with  respect  to  legitimacy, 
successions,  and  other  rights,  if  the  re- 
spective laws  of  different  coimtries  were 
only  to  be  observed  as  to  marriages  con- 
tracted by  the  subjects  of  those  countries 
abroad,  all  nations  have  consented,  or  must 
be  presumed  to  consent,  for  the  common 
benefit  and  advantage,  that  such  marriages 
should  be  good,  or  not  according  to  the  laws 
of  the  country  where  they  are  made. 
By  observing  this  law  no  inconvenience  can 
arise,  but  infinite  mischief  will  ensue  if  it 
is  not." 

The  counsel  for  the  guardian,  however, 
cites  several  cases  which  at  first  sight  seem 
to  support  the  position  that  marriage  in 
evasion  of  the  laws  of  the  domicil  is  invalids 
Thus  in  StulVs  Estate,  183  Pa.  625,  39  L. 
R.  A.  539,  39  Atl.  16,  and  Pennegar  v.  State, 
87  Tenn.  244,  2  L.  R.  A.  703,  10  Am.  St. 
Rep.  648,  IX)  S.  W.  305,  a  statute  forbade 
any  person  from  whom  a  divorce  was  ob- 
tained on  the  ground  of  adultery  to  re- 
marry. In  both  cases  a  party  forbidden  to 
marry  went  into  another  state  and  re- 
married. The  second  marriage  in  both 
cases  was  held  invalid  in  the  state  where  the 
party  was  domiciled.  In  Dupre  v.  Boulardy 
10  La.  Ann.  411,  a  statute  forbade  the  inter- 
marriage of  blacks  and  whites,  and  it  was 
held  that  any  such  marriage,  although  valid 
where  performed,  would  not  be  recognized 
in  Louisiana.  To  the  same  effect  are  State 
V.  Kennedy,  76  N.  C.  251,  22  Am.  Rep.  683, 
and  Kinney  v.  Com,  30  Gratt.  858,  32  Am. 
Rep.  690.  And  in  Brook  v.  Brook,  9  H.  L. 
Cas.  193,  where  a  statute  declared  that  a 
marriage  with  a  deceased  wife's  sister 
should  be  invalid,  it  was  held  that  such  & 
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marriage,  entered  into  between  BritiBh  sub- 
jects in  a  country  where  the  marriage  was 
not  forbiddeni  was  absolutely  void  in  Eng- 
land. We  consider  these  cases  inconclusive. 
Most  of  them,  if  not  all,  fall  within  a  well- 
recognized  exception  to  the  general  rule 
laid  down  above,  namely,  that,  if  a  marriage 
is  odious  by  the  common  consent  of  nations, 
or  if  its  influence  is  thought  dangerous  to 
the  fabric  of  society,  so  that  it  is  strongly 
against  the  public  policy  of  the  jurisdiction, 
it  will  not  be  recognized  there,  even  though 
valid  where  it  was  solemnized.  Thus  a  po- 
lygamous marriage,  although  valid  and 
binding  in  the  country  w^here  it  was  con- 
tracted, would  probably  be  denied  validity 
in  all  countries  where  such  unions  are  pro- 
hibited. See  Re  Bethell,  L.  R.  38  Ch.  Div. 
220.  Probably  the  rule  would  be  the  same 
in  case  of  an  incestuous  marriage,  although 
valid  in  the  place  where  contracted.  See 
Bishop,  supra,  SS  858  et  aeq.;  Com.  y.  Lane, 
113  Mass.  468,  463,  18  Am.  Rep.  509.  The 
cases  cited  from  Louisiana,  North  Carolina, 
and  Virginia  may  be  explained,  then,  on  the 
ground  that  the  tendency  of  such  unions  in 
those  states  was  considered  destructive  of 
society;  and  their  apparent  conflict  with 
Medway  y.  Needham  rests,  not  upon  any 
conflict  of  opinion  regarding  the  general 
principle  governing  foreign  marriages,  but 
only  upon  the  different  conceptions  of  the 
courts  regarding  the  importance  of  the  pub- 
lic policy  forbidding  such  marriages.  The 
flrst  two  cases  cited  by  counsel  for  the  re- 
spondent guardian  are  harder  to  dis- 
tinguish, although  we  think  that  here, 
again,  the  difference  in  the  result  is  attrib- 
utable to  the  same  difference  in  the  concep- 
tion of  the  public  policy  regarding  such 
marriages.  But  if  the  cases  really  are  in 
conflict,  we  believe  that  the  current  of  au- 
thority is  in  favor  of  the  principle  already 
enunciated.  It  is  true  that  in  the  important 
wse  of  Brook  v.  Brook,  9  H.  L.  Cas.  193,  de- 
cided by  the  House  of  Lords,  a  contrary 
position  was  taken,  and  the  Massachusetts 
oases  were  expressly  disapproved.  That 
case,  however,  although  of  great  weight, 
has  been  considerably  criticised,  and  is  .be- 
lieved to  be  contrary  to  the  weight  of  Ameri- 
can authority.  For  a  learned  criticism  of 
the  case,  see  the  opinion  of  Gray,  Ch.  J.,  in 
Com.  y.  Lane,  113  Mass.  467,  et  aeq.,  18  Am. 
Rep.  509.  See  also  Bishop,  supra,  S  827. 
The  case  of  A^ndrews  v.  Andrews,  188  U.  S. 
14,  47  L.  ed.  366,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  237,  has 
no  bearing  upon  the  question  at  issue.  In 
that  case  the  only  question  was  whether 
the  court  of  Massachusetts  constitutionally 
could  refuse  to  recognize  a  divorce  granted 
hv  the  court  of  South  Dakota,  in  view  of  a 
Massachusetts  statute  providing  that  a  di- 
\oree  obtained  in  fraud  of  the  laws  of  the 
«y  L.  R.  A. 


domicil  should  be  invalid;  and  it  was  held 
that,  as  the  divorce  was  granted  to  one  whu 
had  never  obtained  a  bona  fide  domicil,  the 
court  of  South  Dakota  never  acquired  juris- 
diction, and  hence  the  due  faith  and  credit 
clause  of  the  Constitution  did  not  require 
the  enforcement  of  the  decree  in  Massa- 
chusetts against  the  public  policy  of  that 
state  as  expressed  in  its  statutes.  It  is  to 
be  noticed  that  both  the  flrst  and  second 
marriages  involved  in  that  case  took  placo 
in  Massachusetts.  And  as  to  the  invalidity 
of  the  divorce,  it  is  clear  that  different  con 
»iderations  apply  to  the  determination  of 
the  validity  of  divorces  than  to  the  validity 
of  marriages  procured  in  evasion  of  the  law 
of  the  domicil.  Bishop,  supra,  §§  836,  837. 
Coming  now  to  the  case  in  hand,  it  re- 
quires no  argument  to  show  that,  even  if 
the  marriage  might  have  been  void  if 
solemnized  in  this  state,  it  is  nevertheless 
not  such  a  union  that  it  can  in  any  sense  be 
considered  so  subversive  of  good  morals,  or 
so  threatening  to  the  fabric  of  society,  as  to 
fall  within  the  exception  to  the  general  rule 
regarding  foreign  marriages.  In  other 
words,  if  valid  in  Massachusetts,  it  is  equal- 
ly valid  here.  As  to  its  validity  in  Massa- 
chusetts, no  authorities  were  cited  by  coun- 
sel, and  we  have  not  succeeded  in  discovering 
any  Massachusetts  statute  or  decision  which 
would  tend  to  show  that  the  marriage  is  not 
valid  there.  Indeed,  the  only  authoriticH 
we  have  found  which  seem  to  bear  upon  the 
point  look  the  other  way.  In  Parton  v. 
Hervey,  1  Gray,  119,  121,  the  facts  were  in 
some  respects  similar  to  those  in  the  case  at 
bar.  The  petitioner  had  married  a  female 
infant  of  the  age  of  thirteen  years,  with  the 
free  assent  of  said  infant,  but  without  the 
knowledge  or  consent  of  her  mother,  who 
was  her  only  surviving  parent.  The  latter, 
claiming  that  the  marriage  was  invalid 
without  her  consent,  locked  her  daughter 
up,  and  refused  to  allow  her  husband  to 
have  the  custody  of  her  person.  The  peti- 
tioner was  allowed  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus 
against  the  mother.  The  court  says  on  page 
122:  *'But  in  the  absence  of  any  provision 
declaring  marriages  not  celebrated  in  a  pre- 
scribed manner,  or  between  parties  of 
certain  ages,  absolutely  void,  it  is  held  that 
all  marriages  regularly  made  according  to 
the  common  law  are  valid  and  binding,  al- 
though had  in  violation  of  the  specific  regu- 
lations imposed  by  statute."  And  in  Mil- 
ford  v.  Worcester,  7  Mass.  48,  54,  55,  Par- 
sons, Ch.  J.,  said:  "When  a  justice  or 
minister  shall  solemnize  a  marriage  between 
parties  who  may  lawfully  marry,  although 
without  publication  of  the  banns  of  mar 
riage,  and  without  the  consent  of  the 
parents  or  guardians,  such  marriage  would 
unquestionably  be  lawful,  although  the  of- 
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ficer  would  incur  the  penalty  of  £60  for  a 
breach  of  his  duty."  See  2  Parsons,  Contr., 
9th  ed.  p.  93.  In  the  absence,  then,  of  any 
showing  that  Mr.  Ghace  was  either  an 
idiot  or  lunatic  at  the  time  of  the  marriage, 
we  are  of  opinion  that  the  marriage  in 
Massachusetts  w^s  valid. 

It  is  argued  by  counsel  for  the  petitioner 
that,  as  there  was  at  least  the  form  of  a 
marriage  in  this  case,  it  cannot  be  collat- 
erally attacked,  but  must,  for  the  purposes 
of  this  proceeding,  be  considered  valid  and 
binding.  As  the  respondent's  counsel  took 
no  notice  of  this  point  in  his  brief,  however, 
and  relies  chiefly  upon  the  invalidity  of  the 
marriage,  we  prefer  to  express  no  opinion 
upon  that  question,  but  to  decide  this 
branch  of  the  case  upon  the  ground  selected 
by  the  respondent  for  his  defense. 

Having,  now,  as  we  think,  established  the 
validity  of  the  marriage,  we  proceed  briefly 
to  inquire  whether  the  facts  of  the  case  war- 
rant the  issuing  of  the  writ. 

In  the  first  place,  it  is  clear  that  the  hus- 
band or  wife  of  a  person  illegally  restrained 
of  his  liberty  is  a  proper  person  to  petition 
for  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus.  Parton  v.  Her- 
*rey,  1  Gray,  119,  121;  15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  181,  and  cases  cited;  Id.  p. 
193.  As  to  the  effect  of  the  marriage  upon 
the  status  of  guardian  and  ward,  it  is 
strenuously  argued  on  the  part  of  the  peti- 
tioner that  the  marriage  relation  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  guardianship,  and  that,  as 
marriage  is  paramount  to  any  other  social 
status,  the  guardianship,  at  least  of  the  per- 
son of  Mr.  Chace^  terminated  upon  his  mar- 
riage. In  support  of  this  proposition  he 
cites  a  number  of  authorities  of  great 
weight,  including  Woemer,  American  Law 
of  Guardianship,  336,  336;  Schouler,  Dom. 
Rel.  6th  ed.  9  313;  Reeve,  Dom.  Rel.  4th  ed. 
409 ;  and  2  Kent,  Com.  12th  ed.  "226.  None 
of  these  authorities,  however,  cites  any  de- 
cided case  in  support  of  this  proposition,  save 
in  the  case  of  the  marriage  of  a  female 
ward.  Counsel  for  respondent,  on  the  other 
liand,  maintains  that,  if  the  guardianship 
<an  be  terminated  by  the  ward's  own  act, 
without  any  action  by  the  probate  court, 
then,  although  he  is  incompetent,  and  has 
been  so  adjudged,  he  immediately  becomes 
competent  to  remove  his  own  disability, 
while  still  incompetent  for  every  other  pur- 
pose; and  it  must  be  admitted  that  this 
argument  is  a  very  cogent  one.  Fortunate- 
ly, however,  we  are  not  imder  the  necessity 
of  deciding  the  question  thus  raised,  for, 
even  granting  that  the  marriage  of  the  ward 
did  not  terminate  the  guardianship  of  his 
person,  the  petitioner  is  still,  under  our  own 
decision,  entitled  to  the  relief  she  prays.  In 
Tillinghast  v.  Holhrook.  7  R.  T.  230,  the 
oourt  passed  upon  the  question  whether  -a 
OO  L.  R.  A. 


guardian  of  the  person  and  estate  of  a  mar-' 
ried  woman  could  properly  be  appointed  on 
the  ground  that  she,  for  want  of  discretion 
in  managing  her  estate,  was  likely  to  bring 
herself  to  want.  It  was  held,  in  a  learned 
opinion  by  Brayton,  J.,  that  such  an  ap- 
pointment was  valid.  On  page  260  he  says : 
"Neither  do  we  think  that  it  is  any  suf- 
ficient objection  to  the  decree  that  the 
guardianship  of  the  property  is  coupled 
with  the  guardianship  of  the  person.  It  is 
not  necessary,  in  the  exercise  of  any  of  the 
guardian's  powers,  to  invade  any  of  the 
rights  of  the  husband,  either  in  the  disposi- 
tion and  control  of  the  property  of  the  wife, 
or  the  custody  of  her  person.  Whatever 
control  of  her  person  may  be  necessary  for 
her  protection  and  for  the  assertion  of 
her  just  rights  must  necessarily  be  given 
to  the  guardian,  but  this  may  be,  and 
would  be,  in  subordination  to  every 
just  right  of  the  husband.  The  custody  of 
her  person  would  not  be  taken  from  him, 
unless  for  her  protection."  In  view  of  this 
decision,  the  remainder  of  the  case  is  free 
from  difficulty,  and  may  be  decided  without 
questioning  the  authority,  either  of  the  text- 
writers  cited  by  petitioner,  or  of  the  de- 
cision last  cited.  If  the  marriage  termi- 
nated the  guardianship  of  the  person,  the 
petitioner  is  obviously  entitled  to  the  relief 
she  seeks.  If  the  guardianship  is  not  thus 
terminated,  yet,  under  our  own  decision,  the 
control  exercised  by  the  guardian  must  be 
in  subordination  to  every  just  right  of  the 
wife.  It  needs  no  argument  nor  citation  of 
authority  to  show  that,  in  the  absence  of 
very  exceptional  circumstances,  a  wife  is 
entitled  to  the  society  of  her  husband,  free 
from  the  restraint  of  any  third  person.  No 
such  circumstances  appear  in  this  case. 
And,  taking  the  facts  above  recited  as  true, 
as  they  must  be  assumed  to  be  in  the 
absence  of  anything  to  the  contrary,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  wife  of  the  ward  is  pro- 
hibited by  the  guardian  from  enjoying  the 
society  of  her  husband,  and  that  he  is  being 
restrained  of  his  liberty  in  a  way  which 
calls  for  the  interference  of  this  court.  See 
Whitten  v.  Tomlinsoriy  160  U.  S.  231,  242, 
40  L.  ed.  406,  412,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  297. 
Whether  the  guardianship  is  terminated  or 
not,  therefore,  the  petitioner's  right  to  a 
writ  of  haheas  corpus  is  made  out 

Blodsett,  J.,  concurring: 

I  concur  in  the  conclusion  reached  in  the 
foregoing  opinion,  for  the  reason  that  the 
appointment  of  a  guardian  in  Rhode  Island 
had  no  effect  upon  the  person  or  property 
of  the  ward  in  Massachusetts.  Mitchell  v. 
People's  8av.  Ba7ik,  20  R.  I.  500,  40  Atl. 
502.  And  such  is  the  law  in  Massachusetts. 
Woodworth  v.  Spring,  4  Allen,   321;    MiUi- 
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ken  V.  Pratt,  125  Mass.  374,  28  Am.  Rep. 
241,  and  cases  cited.  And  see  Hoyt  v. 
SpraguCy  103  U.  S.  613,  26  L.  ed.  685; 
\forgan  v.  Potter,  157  U.  S.  195,  39  L.  ed. 
070,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  590;  Wuesthoff  v.  Qer- 
mania  L.  Ins.  Go.  107  N.  Y.  580,  14  N.  E. 
811.  The  ward,  Henry  C.  Chace,  when  in 
Massachusetts,  was  not  under  the  disability 
of  guardianship  there,  and  was  according- 
ly 8ui  juris  in  that  state.  And  certainly,  in 
the  absence  of  affirmative  proof  of  fraud 
upon  our  law,  he  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of 
the  maxim,  Nullus  videtur  dolo  facere  qui 
suo  jure  utitur.  Since  this  is  decisive  of 
the  question,  I  prefer  to  withhold  an  expres- 
sion of  opinion  as  to  whether  the  rule  in 
Medtoay  v.  Needham  (decided  in  1819)  16 
Mass.  157,  8  Am.  Dec.  131,  upon  the  validity 
of  a  marriage  celebrated  prior  to  1770,  and 
which  has  been  much  criticised,  or  the  op- 
posing view  taken  by  the  House  of  Lords 
nearly  fifty  years  later,  in  Brook  v.  Brook, 
9  H.  L.  Cas.  193,  which  has  been  also  much 
questioned,  shall  be  held  to  be  the  law  of 
this  state,  until  such  time  as  a  case  shall 
arise  in  which  it  shall  affirmatively  appear 
that  there  was  a  deliberate  attempt  to  evade 
the  provisions  of  our  law,  and  it  shall  be- 
come necessary  to  determine  between  them. 
The  writ  will  issue  as  prayed. 


John  W.  HUNT 

V. 

George  E.  DARLING. 


(. 


.B.  I. 


.) 


A  subcontractor  may  pursue  siiniilta- 
aeonslT  «  proceeding  to  enforce  liU 
meelianlc's  Hen  aj^Inst  the  property  and 
an  action  against  the  contractor  for  the 
amount  due  him.  in  which  he  attaches  funds 
due  the  contractor  from  the  property  owner, 

(November  25.   1904.) 

ON  MOTION  by  respondent  to  compel  pe- 
titioner to  elect  as  to  which  remedy  he 
would  pursue,  where  he  was  proceeding  to 


several    suits    against    joint    and    several 
makers  of  a  note. 

Briggs  v.  Titus,  13  R.  I.  138;  Quidnick 
Co.  V.  Chafee,  13  R.  I.  388;  Stillwell  v. 
Bertrand,  22  Ark.  380;  8elz  v.  Collins,  55 
Mo.  App.  63;  Welch  v.  Seligman,  72  Hun, 
138,  25  N.  Y.  Supp.  363. 

Doufflas,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

These  are  petitions  for  mechanics'  liens, 
brought  by  subcontractors  to  recover  for 
work  and  materials  performed  and  used  in 
the  construction  of  buildings  for  the  respect- 
ive respondents.  In  each  case  the  respond- 
ent has  filed  a  motion  alleging  *'that  said  pe- 
titioner has  commenced  an  action  at  law 
against  the  original  contractors,  in  the  com- 
mon pleas  division  of  this  court,  for  the  re- 
covery of  the  same  sum  of  money,  for  th«» 
same  materials,  labor,  etc.,  mentioned  in 
the  petition,  and  has  in  said  action  at  law 
attached  the  fund  from  which  said  lien 
might  be  satisfied,  to  wit,  the  last  payment 
due  under  said  original  contract,  which 
suit  is  still  pending,"  etc.,  and  praying  that 
the  petitioner  may  be  required  to  elect  be- 
tween the  two  remedies. 

The  question  is  thus  presented  whether  a 
petition  for  a  mechanic's  lien  may  be  pros- 
ecuted simultaneously  with  a  suit  at  com- 
mon law  to  recover  the  same  debt  from  the 
contractor.  It  is  a  corollary  from  the 
maxim.  Nemo  debet  bis  vexari  pro  eadem 
causa,  that,  if  a  complainant  sues  a  defend- 
ant at  the  same  time  in  law  and  in  equity 
to  enforce  the  same  obligation,  the  court  in 
equity  will  require  him  to  elect  which  rem 
edy  he  will  pursue.  1  Foster,  Fed.  Pr.  § 
295;  Fletcher,  Eq.  PL  &  Pr.  §  365,  note  1; 
Quidnick  Co.  v.  Chafee,  13  R.  I.  367.  If 
he  chooses  to  proceed  in  equity,  the  court 
will  enjoin  his  suit  at  law;  and,  if  he  elects 
to  proceed  at  law,  it  will  dismiss  his  bill, 
but  without  prejudice.  Mitford  &.  T.  Eq. 
PI.  340;  Dan.  Ch.  Pr.  *817,  note  9;  Roylf 
V.  Wynne,  Craig  &  P.  252.  The  courts, 
however,  exercise  a  wide  discretion  in 
applying  this  rule,  and  are  careful  not 
to  make  it  an  instrument  of  oppression 
by  enforcing  it  where  both  remedies  sought 


enforce  a   mechanic's   lien,   and  to   recover  |  may -be  necessary  to  complete  satisfaction 

of  the  claim.  Dan.  Ch.  Pr.  •634,  note  3 ; 
Story,  Eq.  PI.  §  742o.  Lord  Cranworth 
says  in  Ostell  v.  Le  Page,  21  Eng.  L.  &.  Eq. 
640:  **But  when  the  court  interferes  upon 
motion  to  stop  the  plaintiff  from  proceed 
ing,  it  is  taking  upon  itself  a  very  delicate 
jurisdiction,  and  one  in  which  it  ought  to 
see  that  by  no  possibility  can  it  be  doing 
injustice."  Thus,  in  the  absence  of  a 
statute  to  the  contrary,  the  holder  of  a 
bond  or  note  secured  by  mortgage  may  sue 
i  tho   parties  to  the  instrument  at  common 


the  amount  of  his  claim  from  the  principal 
contractor.     Denied. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Terence  M.  O'Reilly,  for  peti- 
tioner : 

There  is  no  more  reason  why  the  peti- 
tioner should  be  compelled  to  elect  than 
there  would  be  in  a  case  of  a  plaintiff  in 


NoTB, — For  a  collection  of  authorities  upon 
the  subject  of   the  enforcement  of   mechanics' 
liens,  see  note  to  Farmers'   Loan  &  T.  f'o.   v. 
Canada  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  11  L.  R.  A.  740. 
69  L.  R.  A.  .•?2 
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law,  and  may  at  the  same  time  maintain 
his  suit  for  foreclosure.  Duvkley  y.  Van 
Buren,  3  Johns.  Ch.  330;  Mundy  v.  Whit- 
temore,  15  Neb.  650,  19  N.  W.  694;  Aylet 
V.  Hill,  2  Dick.  551;  Perry  v.  Barker,  13 
Ves.  Jr.  198;  Priddy  v.  Hartsook,  81  Va. 
67;  Central  R.  Co.  v.  New  Jersey  West 
fAne  R.  Co.  32  N.  J.  Eq.  67 ;  Jones  v.  Conde, 
6  Johns.  Ch.  77;  Way  v.  Bragaw,  16  N.  J. 
Eq.  214,  84  Am.  Dec.  147;  20  Enc.  PI.  k 
Pr.  p.  271.  In  J  ones  v.  Conde,  6  Johns. 
Ch.  77,  Chancellor  Kent  says:  "The  one 
remedy  is  in  rem,  and  the  other  in  perso- 
nam; and  the  general  rule,  to  which  this 
case  is  an  exception,  applies  only  to  cases 
where  the  demand  at  law  and  in  equity  are 
equally  personal,  and  not  where  the  cumu- 
lative remedy  is  in  personam,  while  the 
other  remedy  is  upon  the  pledge;"  citing 
Booth  V.  Booth,  2  Atk.  343 ;  8choole  v.  Sail, 
1  Sch.  &  Lef.  176;  Lord  Kenyon  in  Smart 
V.  Wolfe,  3  T.  R,  342;  Boyd  v.  ffeinzelman, 
1  Ves.  &  B.  381;  Jackson  ex  dem.  Ireland 
V.  Hull,  10  Johns.  481;  Lord  Erskine  in 
Perry  v.  Barker,  13  Ves.  Jr.  205;  and 
Dunkley  v.  Van  Buren,  3  Johns.  Ch.  330. 
The  distinction  drawn  by  Chancellor  Kent 
applies  as  reasonably  to  the  present  cases 
as  to  the  case  of  a  mortgage. 

A  mechanic's  lien  is  additional  security 
given  by  statute  upon  certain  conditions, 
but  does  not  in  any  way  abrogate  the  con- 
tract between  the  workman  and  his  em- 
ployer. It  has  been  held  that,  like  a  mort- 
gage, the  liability  to  a  mechanic's  lien  is 
an  obligation  voluntarily  assumed  by  the 
owner  when  he  engages  a  builder.  Briggs 
v.  Titus,  13  R.  I.  136.  The  lien  proceed- 
ings are  in  rem  against  the  land,  and  the 
common-law  action  is  in  personam  against 
the  employer.  In  some  cases  both  remedies 
may  be  required,  to  procure  full  payment 
of  the  debt,  and  in  some  cases  part  of  the 
claim  only  may  be  enforceable  as  a  lien 
against  the  land.  The  defendants  are  not 
the  same  any  more  than  in  the  case  of  a 
mortgagor  who  is  also  the  maker  of  a  note 
which  is  secured  by  it.  The  land  is  the 
real  defendant  in  this  proceeding,  whoever 
actively  represents  it  in  the  trial  of  the 
case,  and  the  contractor  is  the  defendant 
in  the  common-law  action,  no  matter  on 
what  fund  attachment  may  have  been  laid, 
as  the  land  is  responsible  in  the  foreclosure 
of  a  mortgage,  whether  it  is  still  owned  by 
the  maker  of  the  note,  or  has  been  trans- 
ferred to  a  new  owner. 

It  is  represented  to  us  in  these  cases  that 
the  owners  hold  a  certain  part  of  the  con- 
tract price  of  the  building,  out  of  which 
they  may  satisfy  any  mechanics'  liens 
which  may  exist,  and  that  they  have  left 
to  the  contractor  the  defense  of  these  suits. 
We  do  not  see  bow  that  alters  the  relations 
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of  the  parties  which  we  have  to  consider. 
In  every  case,  if  the  owner  is  so  fortunate 
or  has  been  so  prudent  as  to  hold  in  his 
hands  money  due  to  the  contractor,  he  can 
charge  against  such  sum  any  payments 
which  he  may  be  obliged  to  make  to  satisfy 
mechanics'  liens;  but  the  workman  has  no 
lien  upon  such  fund,  and  is  not  pursuing 
it  by  this  proceeding.  Even  if  the  owner 
has  no  such  fund,  such  payments  would 
institute  a  debt  from  the  contractor  to 
him,  so  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  in 
these  cases  are  not  different  from  their  re- 
spective rights  in  all  cases  of  petitions  for 
mechanics'  liens  by  subcontractors  or  work- 
men. So,  in  the  case  of  the  sale  of  mort- 
gaged land,  the  parties  to  the  sale  may 
make  such  arrangement  between  them  as 
they  please  with  respect  to  the  mortgage 
debt,  but  the  holder  of  the  mortgage  may 
pursue  his  several  remedies  notwithstand- 
ing. 

A  mechanic's  lien  is  more  nearly  analo- 
gous to  a  maritime  lien  even  than  to  a  mort 
gage,  and  it  is  held  that  a  lien  may  be 
prosecuted  in  admiralty  while  a  suit  for  the 
debt  is  pending  at  common  law.  Russell 
V.  Alvarez,  5  Cal.  48;  People  ex  rel.  Granger 
V.  Wayne  Circuit  Judge,  27  Mich.  406,  15 
Am.  Rep.'  195,  and  cases  cited. 

Following  these  analogies,  we  must  deny 
the  motions.  If  the  petitioners  should  elect 
to  discontinue  the  oommon-law  actions,  they 
could  not  renew  their  attachments  if  their 
liens  should  prove  insufficient;  and,  if  they 
should  elect  to  abandon  their  liens,  these 
would  be  wholly  lost  if  the  attachment» 
should  not  satisfy  the  claims.  It  is  mani- 
festly impossible  to  discontinue  a  petition 
for  a  mechanic's  lien  without  prejudice. 
From  the  fact  that  the  garnishee  in  each  of 
these  common-law  cases  cannot  answer  as 
to  the  amount  of  his  debt  to  the  contractor 
until  the  claims  for  liens  are  settled  to 
which  he  has  a  right  to  devote  the  funds  in 
his  hands,  the  common-law  suits  cannot 
probably  be  satisfied  until  these  proceedings 
are  terminated;  but  we  see  no  reason  why 
they  should  not  proceed  to  judgment  simul- 
taneously, if  the  plaintiffs  desire  to  press 
them. 

Counsel  have  not  cited  to  us  any  cases 
directly  in  point,  but  those  which  we  have 
found  sustain  the  view  we  have  expressed. 
It  is  held  in  Bates  v.  Santa  Barbara  Ooun- 
ty,  90  Cal.  543,  547,  27  Pac.  438,  the  right 
to  a  money  judgment  against  the  person 
who  employs  the  mechanic  or  purchases  the 
materials  is  not  lost  or  waived  by  a  pro- 
ceeding to  enforce  the  lien,  or  recover  from 
the  owner  the  balance  of  the  contract 
price  remaining  in  his  hands.  In  West  v. 
Flcmming,  18  111.  248,  68  Am.  Dec.  539,  it 
was  held  that  a  party  may  proceed  to  col- 
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lect  liis  debt  bj  atta<^ment  and  by  enforc- 
ing a  mechanic's  lien,  as  concurrent  reme- 
dies, and  the  lien  is  not  waived  by  so  doing. 
The  court  says:  "The  proceeding  under  the 
statute  is  additional  or  cumulative  of  such 
other  remedies  for  enforcement  of  the  con- 
tract out  of  which  the  lien  arises  as  the 
party  may  have  either  against  person  or 
property.  He  may  therefore  at  the  same 
time  pursue  several  remedies  for  satisfac- 
tion of  one  debt,  which  are  not  substan- 
tially the  same  in  their  nature  and  effect, 
as  <a  proceeding  against  property  and  an 
action  against  the  person,  or  two  proceed- 
ings against  different  properties  or  things, 
but  can  have  one  satisfaction  only;"  citing 
1  Chitty,  PL  212,  264;  Delahay  v.  Clement, 
4  111.  201;  Branigan  v.  Rose,  8  111.  123. 
This  case  is  cited  with  approval  in  Olson 


V.  O'Malia,  76  111.  App.  387.  In  Massachu- 
setts it  is  provided  by  Pub.  Stat.  chap.  191, 
§  46,  that  a  perscm  having  a  mechanic's 
lien  may  maintain  also  an  action  at  com- 
mon law;  and  it  was  accordingly  held  in 
Angler  v.  Bay  State  Distilling  Co.  178 
Mass.  163,  59  N.  E.  630,  that  a  building 
contractor  does  not  waive  his  lien  by  bring- 
ing an  action  at  law  attaching  the  real  es- 
tate. The  same  doctrine  is  held  in  Bren- 
nan  v.  Swasey,  16  Cal.  140,  76  Am.  Dec. 
507;  Salt  Lake  Lithographing  Co.  v.  Ihex 
Mine  d  Smelting  Co,  15  Utah,-  440,  62 
Am.  St.  Rep.  944,  49  Pac.  768,  and  in  Rob- 
erts V.  Wilcowson,  36  Ark.  366,  363,  with- 
out reference  to  any  statute. 

The  motions   are  denied,  and   the  cases 
will  stand  for  hearing  upon  the  merits. 


SOUra  DAKOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 


George  KERR,   Sheriff  of  Beadle  County, 
Respt., 

V. 

John  MURPHY  et  al,  Appts. 


(. 


.S.  D., 


.) 


A  Jiidflrmeni  of  a  Justice  of  the  peace, 
rendered  vritltin  less  titan  the  time 
prescribed  by  statute  after  service  of 
summons.  Is  not  so  far  void  that  its  execu- 
tion can  be  enjoined ;  but  the  defendant  must 
take  the  proper  steps  to  obtain  a  review  on 
appeal. 

(March  1,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Beadle  County 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  a  suit  to  enjoin  the 
execution  of  certain  judgments.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Kelley  ft  Chamberlain,  for 
appellants: 

Injunction  does  not  lie  against  an  exe- 
cution issued  upon  a  void  or  voidable  judg- 
ment rendered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace. 

St.  Louis  de  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Lovoder,  138 
Mo.  533,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  566,  39  S.  W.  799; 
8t.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Reynolds, 
89  Mo.  146,  1  S.  W.  208. 

The  judgments  were  not  void.  By  reason 
of  a  defective  service  on  the  sheriff  in  giv- 
ing him  but  two  days  to  answer  instead  of 
three,  there  was  simply  an  irregularity  and 
an  erroneous  service,  which  must  be  recti- 
fied or  taken  advantage  of  in  the  justice 
court,  or  by  appeal  to  the  appellate  court. 

Note. — As    to    right    to    injunction    against 
Judgments  for  errors  or  irregularities,  see  also, 
in    this    series,    Gum-Elastic    Roofing    Co.    t. 
Mexico  Pub.  Co.  30  L.  R.  A.  700,  and  note. 
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Sioux  FalU  Nat.  Bank  v.  McKee,  3  S.  D. 
1,  50  N.  W.  1057 ;  Quarl  v.  Ahbett,  102  Ind. 
233,  52  Am.  Rep.  662,  1  N.  E.  476;  Broum 
v.  Oohle,  97  Ind.  86 ;  Terre  Haute  v.  Beach, 
96  Ind.  143;  McCormick  v.  Webster,  89  Ind. 
107;  Oppenheim  v.  Pittsburgh,  C.  d  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  85  Ind.  471;  Stout  v.  Woods,  79  Ind. 
108;  MoAlpine  v.  Sweetser,  76  Ind.  78; 
Freeman,  Judgin.  §  126;  1  High,  Inj.  §§  22.'). 
229,  231;  Leonard  v.  Sparks,  117  Mo.  103. 
38  Am.  St.  Rep.  646,  22  S.  W.  899. 

Where  service  is  in  some  respect  deficient 
or  irregular  jurisdiction  attaches  subject  to 
be  defeated  by  objections  to  the  irregularity, 
interposed  in  some  direct  manner. 

Pico  V.  Sunol,  6  Cal.  295 ;  Moyer  v.  Bucks, 
2  Ind.  App.  671,  16  L.  R.  A.  231,  60  Am. 
St.  Rep.  253,  28  N.  E.  992;  Schee  v.  La- 
Grange,  78  Iowa,  101,  42  N.  W.  618;  Free- 
man, Judgm.  S  126;  Oandy  v.  Jolly,  35  iNeb. 
711,  37  Am.  St.  Rep.  463,  53  N.  W.  658; 
Campbell  Printing  Press  d  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Mar- 
der,  L.  d  Co.  60  Neb.  283,  61  Am.  St.  Rep. 
573,  69  N.  W.  774;  Whitwell  v.  Barbier,  7 
Cal.  57;  Drake  v.  Duvenick,  45  Cal.  463; 
Low  V.  Mills,  61  Mich.  35,  27  N.  W.  880; 
1  Black,  Judgm.  $223;  1  High,  Inj.  3d  ed. 
p.  126,  SS  166-169;  Carney  v.  Marseilles, 
136  111.  401,  29  Am.  St.  Rep.  328,  26  N.  £. 
491;  Lucas  v.  Spencer,  27  111.  15;  Smith  ▼. 
Powell,  60  III.  21;  Allen  v.  Smith,  72  111. 
331;  Clark  v.  Ewvng,  93  111.  572;  Beaudry 
V.  Felch,  47  Cal.  183;  17  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1067;  Harrington  v.  Wofford. 
46  Miss.  31;  Leonard  v.  Sparks,  117  Mo. 
103,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  646,  22  S.  W.  899: 
Capwell  v.  Sipe,  61  Fed.  667,  8  C.  C.  A. 
419,  16  U.  S.  App.  704,  59  Fed.  970;  St. 
Louis,  I.  M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Stott^  ^^ 
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200,  17  S.  W.  806;  Peek  v.  StrauaSy  33  Cal. 
678;  Bollinger  v.  Tarhell,  16  Iowa,  492,  85 
Am.  Dec.  527. 

A  proceeding  to  enjoin  the  enforcement  of 
a  judgment  or  decree  by  execution  or  de- 
cretal order  is  a  collateral  attack  upon  the 
judgment,  and  cannot  be  maintained  for 
mere  errors  or  irregularities. 

Davis  V.  Clements,  148  Ind.  606,  62  Am. 
St.  Rep.  539,  47  N.  E.  1056;  Bhrack  v.  Co- 
vault,  144  Ind.  260,  43  N.  E.  229;  Krug 
V.  Davis,  86  Ind.  309;  Fitch  v.  Byall,  22 
Ind.  App.  628,  47  N.  E.  180. 

Mr,  Henry  C.  Hinokley  for  respondent. 

Conoai,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court : 

This  is  an  action  in  equity  brought  by 
George  Kerr,  as  sheriff  of  Beadle  county, 
against  John  Murphy,  R.  B.  Brockway, 
justice  of  the  peace,  and  A.  B.  Kenyon,  cor- 
oner of  Beadle  county,  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendants from  enforcing  three  certain  judg- 
ments alleged  to  have  been  entered  in  the 
police  justice  court  of  Huron  by  the  defend- 
ant R.  B.  Brockway,  police  justice,  in  ac- 
tions wherein  John  Murphy  was  plaintiff 
and  George  Kerr  was  defendant.  Findings 
and  judgment  were  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff, and  defendants  have  appealed. 

The  court's  findings  are,  in  substance,  as 
follows :  That  said  Brockway  was  the  duly 
elected,  qualified,  and  acting  justice  of  the 
peace  in  and  for  the  city  of  Huron;  that 
defendant  Kenyon  was  the  duly  elected, 
qualified,  and  acting  coroner  in  and  for 
Beadle  county;  that  the  plaintiff  was  the 
duly  elected,  qualified,  and  acting  sheriff  of 
Beadle  county;  that  on  the  5th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1902,  the  defendant  John  Murphy 
commenced  three  actions  against  the  sheriff 
as  sheriff  of  the  coimty,  in  the  court  of  the 
defendant  Brockway;  that  said  actions  were 
in  claim  and  delivery,  to  recover  possession 
of  certain  personal  property  which  had  been 
levied  upon  and  was  in  the  possession  of 
the  plaintiff,  Kerr,  as  sheriff  aforesaid,  as 
the  property  of  one  S.  D.  O'Conners;  that 
on  November  5,  1902,  three  summonses  were 
issued  by  said  Brockway,  as  such  police  jus- 
tice, in  said  actions,  requiring  the  plaintiff 
herein  to  appear  before  said  Brockway  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  1902,  at  the  hour 
of  8  o'clock  A.  M.,  to  answer  the  complaint 
of  the  defendant  Murphy;  that  each  and 
every  one  of  said  summonses  were  served  on 
the  plaintiff  herein  on  the  6th  day  of  No- 
vember, 1902;  that  the  plaintiff  failed  to 
appear  in  said  Brockway's  court  in  response 
to  said  summonses,  or  any  one  of  them,  on 
the  8th  day  of  November,  or  at  any  time, 
and  that  the  said  Brockway,  as  justice 
aforesaid,  without  the  knowledge  or  consent 
of  the  plaintiff  herein,  and  without  notice 
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to  him,  proceeded  to,  and  did,  enter  judg- 
ments against  him,  and  in  favor  of  the 
defendant  Murphy,  at  the  hour  of  8  o'clock 
of  the  8th  day  of  November,  1902,  aforesaid, 
whereby  said  Murphy  was  awarded  the  pos- 
session of  the  property  described  in  said 
Murphy's  complaint,  besides  costs  of  suit; 
that  eaoh  and  every  one  of  the  judgments 
rendered  by  the  said  Brockway,  as  herein- 
before set  out,  in  favor  of  defendant  Murphy 
and  against  said  plaintiff,  is  null  and  void, 
and  of  no  force  and  effect,  for  the  reason  that 
said  summonses  were  not  served  as  required 
by  statute,  in  that  the  defendant  in  said 
three  actions  was  not  given  the  said  three 
days'  notice,  as  required;  and  that  said 
justice  had  no  jurisdiction  ol  said  case 
whatever.  And  the  court  concludes  from 
the  said  findings  that  the  three  summonses 
issued  in  the  three  several  cases  aforesaid 
were  not  served  on  the  defendant  in  said  ac- 
tion, and  that  the  said  Brockway,  as  jus- 
tice aforesaid,  acquired  no  jurisdiction  by 
which  he  could  render  or  enter  judgments 
in  said  several  causes  against  the  said 
George  Kerr,  sheriff,  aforesaid;  that  said 
judgments  and  all  proceedings  thereunder 
are  void.  The  court  thereupon  entered 
judgment  restraining  the  said  defendants, 
and  all  persons  claiming  under  them,  from 
enforcing  said  judgments  by  execution  or 
otherwise. 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  findings  of  the 
court  that  the  summonses  in  the  three  ac- 
tions were  dated  the  6th  day  of  November, 
1902;  that  they  were  not  served  until  the 
6th ;  and  that  judgments  were  entered  there* 
on  on  the  8th  by  default.  Two  questions  are 
therefore  presented  by  the  record:  (1) 
Were  the  judgments  so  entered  by  the  police 
justice  void  or  simply  erroneous?  (2)  Was 
a  suit  in  equity  a  proper  proceeding  to 
vacate  and  set  aside  the  said  judgments, 
and  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  pro- 
ceeding thereunder; 

It  is  contended  by  the  appellants  that  the 
judgments  were  not  void;  that,  as  to 
the  defective  service  upon  the  plaintiff, 
as  sheriff,  and  defendant  in  those  actions, 
in  giving  him  but  two  days  in  which  to 
answer,  instead  of  three  days,  it  was  simply 
an  irregularity  on  the  part  of  the  justice, 
which  could  only  be  taken  advantage  of  in 
the  justice  court  by  motion  to  vacate  and 
set  aside  the  same,  and,  if  denied,  by  appeal 
to  the  appellate  court;  that  the  defective 
service  did  not  deprive  the  justice  of  juris- 
diction ;  that,  the  moment  that  personal  serv- 
ice was  obtained  on  the  plaintiff  as  defend- 
ant in  the  claim  and  delivery  actions,  juris- 
diction attached,  subject  to  be  defeated  by 
the  proper  proceedings  before  the  justice, 
and  by  appeal  to  the  circuit  court  having 
appellate  jurisdiction  of  the  same. 
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It  is  contended,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
respondent,  that  the  justice's  judgments,  as 
found  by  the  court,  were  absolutely  Toid, 
and  that,  being  void,  an  action  in  equity 
was  the  proper  remedy  to  enjoin  proceed- 
ings thereunder.  Section  14  of  the  Revised 
Justices'  Code  provides,  "The  time  specified 
.in  the  summons  for  the  appearance  of  the 
defendant  shall  in  all  cases  be  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  twelve  days  from  the 
date  of  the  service  of  the  same;"  and  by  S 
15  it  is  provided  that  ''when  the  defendant 
resides  in  the  county,  or  is  summoned  there- 
in, the  summons  cannot  be  served  within 
two  days  of  tne  time  fixed  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  defendant." 

It  will  thus  be  seen  that  the  time  speci- 
fied in  the  summons  shall,  when  served 
within  the  county,  be  not  less  than  three 
nor  more  than  twelve  days  from  the  date  of 
the  service  of  the  same,  and  that,  when  the 
defendant  resides  in  the  county,  he  cannot 
be  served  within  two  days  of  the  time  fixed 
for  the  appearance  of  the  defendant.  These 
provisions  of  the  Code  are  mandatory,  and 
cannot  be  dispensed  with,  unless  waived  by 
the  defendant  by  appearing  in  the  action, 
generally  at  the  time  specified  in  the  sum- 
mons. The  service  of  the  simimonses  in 
the  cases  in  the  justice's  court  being  made 
on  the  6th  of  November,  and  the  summonses 
requiring  the  defendant  thereunder  to  ap- 
pear on  the  8th  day  of  the  same  month,  un- 
der no  rule  or  computation  of  time  gave 
him  more  than  two  days'  notice.  The  view 
that  a  judgment  in  sudi  a  case  is  irregular, 
but  not  void,  seems  to  be  sustained  by  the 
great  weight  of  authority.  Mr.  Freeman, 
in  bis  work  on  Judgments,  vol.  1,  i  126, 
says:  "There  is  a  difference  between  a  want 
of  jurisdiction  and  a  defect  in  obtaining 
jurisdiction.  .  .  .  From  the  moment  of 
the  service  of  process  the  court  has  such 
control  over  the  litigants  that  all  its  subse- 
quent proceedings,  however  erroneous,  are 
not  void.  If  there  is  any  irregularity  in 
the  process,  or  in  l^e  manner  of  its  service, 
the  defendant  must  take  advantage  of  such 
irregularity  by  some  motion  or  proceeding 
in  the  court  where  the  action  is  pending. 
The  fact  that  defendant  is  not  given  all  the 
time  allowed  him  by  law  to  plead,  or  that 
he  was  served  by  some  person  incompetent 
to  make  a  valid  service,  or  any  other  fact 
connected  with  the  service  of  process  on 
account  of  which  a  judgment  by  default 
would  be  reversed  upon  appeal,  will  not  or- 
dinarily make  the  judgment  vulnerable  to  a 
collateral  attack.  In  case  of  an  attempt- 
ed service  of  process,  the  presumption  exists 
that  the  court  considered  and  determined 
the  question  whether  the  acts  done  were 
sufficient  or  insufficient.  If  so,  the  conclu- 
sion reached  by  the  court,  being  derived 
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from  hearing  and  deliberating  upon  a  mat- 
ter which  by  law  it  was  authorized  to  hear 
and  decide,  though  erroneous,  cannot  be 
void."  That  learned  author,  in  the  note  to 
the  section,  says:  "A  distinction  is  to  be 
made  between  a  case  where  there  is  no  serv- 
ice whatever,  and  one  which  is  simply  de- 
fective or  irregular.  In  the  first  case  the 
court  acquires  no  jurisdiction,  and  its  judg- 
ment is  void;  in  the  other  case,  if  the  court 
to  which  the  process  is  returnable  adjudges 
the  service  to  be  sufficient,  and  renders 
judgment  thereon,  such  judgment  is  not 
void,  but  only  subject  to  be  set  aside  by  the 
court  which  gave  it,  upon  seasonable  and 
proper  application,  or  reversed  upon  appeal. 
Isaacs  v.  Price,  2  Dill.  351,  Fed.  Cas.*No. 
7,097."  Judge  Black,  in  his  work  on  Judg- 
ments, §  224,  says:  "Although  the  service 
of  process  in  an  action  may  hate  been  char- 
acterized by  some  defect  or  irregularity,  it 
does  not  necessarily  follow  that  the  ensuing 
judgment  will  be  void.  For,  if  the  par- 
ty would  take  advantage  of  such  a  matter, 
he  must  do  so  in  the  action  itself,  by  some 
proper  motion  or  proceeding.  It  is  only 
when  the  attempted  service  is  so  irregular 
as  to  amount  to  no  service  at  all  that  there 
can  be  said  to  be  a  want  of  jurisdiction.  In 
any  other  case  there  may  be  error  in  the 
subsequent  proceedings,  but  they  will  be 
sustained  against  a  collateral  attack."  In 
§  223  that  learned  author  says:  "But 
where  it  appears  that  there  was  notice, 
though  defective,  and  service,  though  imper- 
fect, a  decision  of  the  court  to  which  the 
process  was  returnable  that  such  notice  and 
service  were  sufficient  will  not  be  held  void 
in  a  collateral  proceeding.  .  .  .  Again, 
a  judgment  in  an  action  in  which  the  re- 
quired number  of  days'  notice  was  not  given 
to  the  defendant  is  erroneous,  but  not  void, 
and  cannot  be  questioned  in  a  collateral 
proceeding." 

In  the  case  of  Ballinger  y.  Tarbell,  16 
Iowa,  491,  85  Am.  Dec.  527,  the  supreme 
court  of  Iowa,  speaking  by  Judge  Dillon, 
says:  "It  is  claimed  by  the  defendants, 
Claggett,  Browne,  and  Claggett,  that  the 
judgment  of  the  plaintiff  against  Tarbell 
and  Robertson  was  wholly  void  as  against 
Tarbell,  because  the  justice  of  the  peace 
who  rendered  the  same  had  no  jurisdiction 
of  the  person  of  the  defendant  Tarbell ;  and 
this  is  the  first  question  which  we  are 
called  upon  to  determine.  .  .  .  That 
this  service,  as  to  Tarbell,  was  defective,  is 
apparent,  because  the  statute  requires  five 
days*  notice,  and  here  were  only  four.  It 
may  also  be  defective  because  served  by  the 
justice  himself,,  and  not  the  constable.  It 
was  therefore  clearly  erroneous  in  the  jus- 
tice to  have  rendered  judgment  against 
Tarbell  on  this  service.    It  would  have  been, 
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without  doubt,  reversed  on  writ  of  error. 
But  it  was  erroneous  simply,  and  not  void. 
It  is  not  a  case  where  there  is  no  service  at 
all,  but  a  case  where  there  was  a  defective 
service.  Tne  justice  erred  in  deciding  that 
this  service  authorized  him  to  render  judg- 
ment against  Tarbell;  but  neither  Tarbell 
nor  his  assignees  can  question  the  validity 
of  this  judgment,  or  claim  to  have  it  treat- 
ed as  void  in  this  collateral  proceeding." 

This  question  has  been  very  fully  consid- 
ered by  the  supreme  court  of  Missouri  in 
Leonard  v.  Sparks,  117  Mo.  103,  38  Am.  St. 
Rep.  646,  22  S.  W.  899,  and  that  learned 
court  arrives,  after  an  exhaustive  review  of 
the  authorities,  at  the  same  conclusion,  and 
in  its  opinion  says:  ''But  was  complete  ju- 
risdiction obtained  over  Mr.  Bouton?  The 
latter  personally  received  an  official  com- 
mand to  appear  in  the  condemnation  case 
before  the  mayor  at  a  time  named.  The 
notice  itself  was  valid  and  regular,  in  the 
prescribed  statutory  form,  and  duly  served 
on  Mr.  Bouton  within  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  the  mayor.  Mr.  Bouton  was  en- 
titled by  law  to  six  days'  notice;  but  the 
mayor  would  have  had  jurisdiction  over 
him  if  he  had  appeared  without  any  notice, 
as  he  might  have  done.  So,  also,  might  he 
have  objected  to  the  shortness  of  the  serv- 
ice, and  have  asserted  his  right  to  the  full 
six  days'  notice  by  moving 'at  the  proper 
time  to  make  that  objection.  But  he  did  not 
Hee  fit  to  do  so.  He  was  as  competent  to 
waive  the  full  length  of  time  of  service  as 
he  was  to  appear  without  any  notice  what- 
ever. The  personal  service  of  the  process 
of  the  court  brought  the  judicial  power  of 
the  latter  to  bear  upon  him.  He  had  his 
'day'  to  object  to  the  process,  if  he  did  not 
deem  it  sufficient  because  not  timely,  or  for 
any  other  reason;  but  he  did  not  avail  him- 
self of  that  opportunity.  He  certainly 
could  not,  by  ignoring  the  command  of  the 
writ,  deprive  the  court  of  authority  to  de- 
termine as  to  the  sufficiency  of  its  service. 
It  was  for  the  court,  not  the  party,  to  decide 
whether  or  not  it  was  sufficient.  It  held 
it  to  be  good,  and  rendered  judgment  ac- 
cordingly. In  contemplation  of  law,  Mr. 
Bouton  was  before  the  court,  for  he  had 
been  personally  summoned  to  appear  there, 
nnd  might  have  done  so.  If  the  call  for  his 
appearance  was  too  sudden,  the  court's  rul- 
ing that  it  was  adequate  may  be  error., 
which  could  have  been  rectified  by  season- 
able and  direct  moves  for  that  purpose;  but 
such  error  could  not  defeat  the  court's 
jurisdiction  to  render  a  judcfnient  conclu- 
sive upon  him,  or  subject  that  judffment  to 
*5ucce98ful  attack  collaterally.  A  broad 
distinction  is  to  be  drawn  between  cases 
\vhere  no  service  on  defendant  appears,  and 
those  in  which  service  is  shown,  but  where 
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it  is  in  some  respect  deficient  or  irregular. 
In  the  latter  cases,  jurisdiction  attaches, 
subject  to  be  defeated  by  objections  to  the 
irregularity,  interposed  in  season  in  some 
direct  manner.  In  the  former  class,  juris- 
diction is  not  obtained  if  the  law  requires 
service.  Where  the  facts  touching  the  ac- 
quisition of  jurisdiction  are  fully  disclosed, 
the  principles  of  law  governing  liability  to 
collateral  attack  are  applied  no  less  favor- 
ably to  judgments  of  justices  of  the  peace 
than  to  the  adjudications  of  courts  having 
more  extensive  powers.  We  conclude,  there- 
fore, that,  on  principle,  the  shortness  of  the 
service  on  Mr.  Bouton  furnishes  no  sub- 
stantial ground  in  the  present  action  to 
deny  effectiveness  to  the  judgment  in  the 
condemnation  case.  ...  In  this  condi- 
tion of  the  precedents  in  Missouri,  we  have 
felt  at  liberty  to  re-examine  the  subject, 
and  to  declare  the  law  as  seemed  in  con- 
formity with  correct  principles.  In  doing 
so,  we  find  that  the  position  we  have  taken 
has  ample  support  in  well-considered  causes 
in  other  states  bearing  upon  the  precise 
point  of  present  controversy.  Ballinger  v. 
Tarbell  (1864)  16  Iowa,  491,  85  Am.  Dea 
527;  McXeill  v.  Hallmark  (1806)  28  Tex. 
157;  Glover  v.  Holman  (1871)  3  Heisk. 
519;  Nelson  v.  Becker  (1875)  14  Kan.  509; 
Setts  V.  Baxter  (1880)  58  Miss.  334;  Bow- 
man v.  Venice  d  C.  R.  Co,  (1882)  102  111. 
472;  Jackson  v.  Btate  (1885)  104  Ind.  516, 
3  N.  E.  863." 

This  question  was  also  very  fully  consid- 
ered by  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont  in 
Hammond  v.  Wilder,  26  Vt.  343,  in  which 
that  court,  speaking  by  Redfield,  Ch.  J., 
says:  ''Two  questions  arise  in  the  present 
case :  ( 1 )  If  a  writ  of  attachment,  return- 
able before  a  justice  in  a  different  county 
from  that  in  which  it  is  served,  be  served  by 
attaching  property  less  than  twelve  days 
before  the  return  day,  and  no  appearance  is 
made  by  defendant,  and  judgment  is  given 
by  default,  is  the  judgment  valid?  .  .  . 
Is  there  any  such  case  where  the  defect  has 
been  held  fatal  to  the  proceeding  when  the 
defendant  does  not  appear?  So  far  from 
this,  it  is  true  that  even  matters  of  error,  and 
which,  on  writ  of  error,  would  be  held  fatal 
to  the  proceeding,  when  fully  apparent  upon 
the  record,  do  not  render  the  judgment  void. 
There  is  no  case  in  which  the  judgment  of  a 
court  of  record  of  general  jurisdiction  ha.^ 
been  held  void  unless  for  a  defect  of  juris- 
diction. This  seems  to  be  conceded  in  ar- 
jTument,  and  it  is  attempted  to  make  this 
defect  amount  to  a  want  of  jurisdiction. 
But  this  is  certainly  a  new  view  of  the  sub- 
ject. It  is  but  a  defect  of  service,  and  not 
more  important  than  thousands  of  other  de- 
fects. It  was  never  supposed  before  that, 
because  the  proper  time  was  not  given  to  a 
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defendant  to  prepare  for  trial,  the  whole 
proceedings  were  rendered  utterly  void. 
And  it  is  impossible  to  make  this  result 
from  the  form  of  the  provisions  of  the  stat- 
ute. If  we  extend  such  a  doctrine  to  one 
ease,  we  must  to  all;  and  if  it  apply  to 
justice  courts,  it  must  to  the  county  court 
and  to  this  court.  And,  to  be  consistent, 
we  shall  have  to  extend  it  to  all  omissions 
of  the  statute  requisites,  either  in  the  writ 
or  service,  if  apparent  on  the  face  of  the 
proceedings.  If  a  writ  of  summons  is 
served  by  reading,  the  party  may  disregard 
it,  and  the  judgment  is  void.  This  would 
(^rtainly  work  a  very  important  change  up- 
on this  subject,  and  one  of  immense  conse- 
quence in  a  practical  point  of  view, — one 
which  will  virtually  overthrow  the  whole 
doctrine  of  the  conclusiveness  of  judgments, 
and  make  them  to  depend  altogether  upon 
their  entire  regularity  in  regard  to  all  the 
preliminary  proceedings,  so  far  as  they  ap- 
{)ear  on  the  face  of  the  papers,  which  is  a 
very  precarious  reliance,  and  which  leaves 
everything  in  such  a  state  of  uncertainty  as 
to  render  nothing  stable  or  secure,  and  vir- 
tually to  encourage  speculation  and  litiga- 
tion." In  the  case  at  bar  no  question  is 
raised  as  to  the  summonses  issued  by  the 
justice,  and,  had  they  been  served  on  the 
iSth, — the  day  they  were  issued, — the  judg- 
ment would  have  been  perfectly  valid,  as 
the  plaintiff  herein  would  then  have  had  his 
three  days*  notice.  As  stated  by  the  court, 
presumptively  the  police  justice  consideretl 
the  return  before  him,  and  erroneously  de- 
cided that  the  plaintiff  in  the  actions  had 
had  proper  notice.  To  say,  therefore,  that 
the  judgment  is  void  because  the  justice 
made  an  erroneous  decision  would,  as  stated 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Vermont,  virtually 
overrule  the  doctrine  of  the  conclusiveness 
of  judgments  when  defects  appear  in  the  rec- 
ord of  such  judgments,  and  would,  as  stat- 
ed by  that  learned  court,  work  a  very  great 
change  in  the  law  applicable  to  judgments. 
We  are  clearly  of  the  opinion  that  the  judg- 
ments in  this  case  were  not  void,  but  simply 
erroneous. 

This  brings  us  to  the  last  question,  name- 
ly. Was  this  action  in  equity  to  restrain  tlio 
defendants  from  executing  the  said  judg- 
ments a  proper  remedy,  or  was  the  plain- 
tiff required  to  make  his  motion  in  the  juh- 
tice's  court  to  vacate  and  set  aside  the 
judgments,  and,  if  denied,  to  appeal  to  the 
proper  appellate  court?  In  other  words, 
Did  the  defendant  in  these  actions  have  an 
adequate  remedy  at  law?  If  he  had  such  a 
remedy,  then  the  action  by  injunction  pro- 
oeedingB  in  a  court  of  equity  cannot  be  sus- 
tained, for  the  rule  is  well  settled  that, 
where  a  party  has  an  adequate  remedy  at 
law,  he  cannot  resort  to  a  court  of  equity. 
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In  Grand  Chute  v.  Winegar,  15  Wall.  373, 
21  L.  ed.  174,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States,  speaking  by  Mr.  Justice 
Hunt,  says:  "It  is  an  elementary  princi- 
ple of  equity  law  that  when  full  and  ade- 
quate relief  can  be  obtained  in  a  suit  at  law 
a  suit  in  equity  cannot  be  maintained."  The 
rule  we  have  stated  is  so  elementary  that  a 
further  citation  of  authorities  is  unneces- 
sary. In  the  case  at  bar,  so  far  as  the  rec 
ord  discloses,  there  was  nothing  to  prevent 
the  defendant  in  these  actions  from  moving 
to  vacate  and  set  aside  the  judgments  in  the 
justice's  court,  and,  had  this  motion  been  de- 
nied, no  reason  is  shown  why  he  could  not 
have  appealed  to  the  proper  appellate  court, 
and  obtained  a  decision  reversing  the  judg 
ments  of  the  justice's  court.  To  hold  that 
the  plaintiff  in  the  case  at  bar  could  invoke 
the  equity  powers  of  the  court,  ignoring  his 
rights  to  make  a  motion  to  vacate  and  set 
aside  the  judgments  in  the  justice's  court, 
and  his  right  of  appeal,  in  case  the  motion 
was  denied,  to  the  appellate  court,  would  be 
establishing  a  very  dangerous  doctrine;  for, 
if  it  was  proper  in  this  case,  we  can  see  no 
reason  why  it  would  not  be  proper  in  all 
cases  where  the  justice  had  committed 
some  error  which  would  render  his  judg- 
ments subject  to  reversal  on  appeal  to  an 
appellate  court.  Even  if  the  judgment  had. 
in  fact,  been  void  for  the  reason  that  there 
had  been  no  service  whatever  upon  the 
plaintiff  in  this  action,  the  authorities  are 
not  in  entire  harmony  as  to  the  right  of  the 
defendant  in  such  a  case  to  proceed  in  equity 
to  enjoin  the  proceedings.  Mr.  High,  in  his 
work  on  Injunctions,  in  speaking  of  this  sub- 
ject, in  S  228  admits  that  there  is  a  great 
conflict  in  the  authorities,  though  he  seems 
to  take  the  view  that  the  defendant  in  such 
a  case  would  have  the  right  to  proceed  in 
equity  to  restrain  proceedings  under  such  a 
judgment;  but  speaking  of  judgments  that 
are  simply  erroneous  that  author,  in  9  225. 
says:  "It  is  a  well-established  rule  that 
the  interference  of  equity  will  not  be  grant- 
ed for  the  purpose  of  correcting  mere  irreg- 
ularities or  informalities  in  judicial  pro- 
ceedings. And  where  a  judgment  is  assailed 
upon  the  ground  of  irregularity  in  the  pro- 
ceedings antecedent  to  obtaining  the  judg- 
ment an  injunction  will  not  be  allowed. 
Thus,  in  the  absence  of  allegations  of  fraud, 
irregularities  in  the  service  of  process  will 
not  constitute  ground  for  an  injunction  upon 
the  general  principle  that  equity  will  not  sit 
as  a  court  of  review  to  revise  irregularities  in 
proceedings  at  law.  .  .  .  And  it  may  be 
laid  down  as  a  rule  that  the  powers  of  equi- 
ty cannot  be  invoked  to  restrain  execution 
upon  the  ground  of  irregularity,  since  it  is 
the  province  of  a  court  of  law  to  annul  its 
own  prucej*8  or  correct  any  errors  in  its  own 
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proo<>edings  concerning  executions.  Nor, 
in  the  absence  of  fraud,  will  errors  or  ir- 
regularities in  the  action  of  the  court  war- 
rant an  injunction  against  a  judgment,  es- 
pecially when  the  party  complaining  might 
have  availed  himself  of  such  errors  upon 
an  appeal,  if  prosecuted  in  due  season. 
And  although  no  remedy  be  provided  by  ap- 
peal from  the  judgment  of  a  justice,  its  en- 
forcement will  not  be  enjoined  because  of 
<'rror  in  the  proceedings." 

The  learned  Circuit  Court  was  clearly  in 
error,  therefore,  in  rendering  a  judgment 
restraining  the  proceedings  upon  the  judg- 
ments in  the  Justice's  Court,  and  its  judg- 
ment and  order  denying  a  new  trial  are  re- 
versed, and  that  court  is  directed  to  dismiss 
the  action. 


STATE  of  South  Dakota 

V, 

M.  F.  YEGGE,  Plff.  in  Err. 


(. 
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An  oplitlialmologri^t  iwbo  prefixes  to  lila 
name  the  letters  <*Dr."  on  his  sign,  and  on 
notices  in  which  he  undertakes  to  correct  cer- 
tain diseased  conditions  by  the  fitting  of 
glasses  to  the  eyes,  comes  within  the  terms  of 
a  statute  providing,  that,  when  a  person 
shall  append  the  title  "Dr.,"  In  a  medical 
sense,  to  his  name,  he  shall  be  regarded  as 
practising  medicine,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  which  requires  a  license  as  a  con- 
dition precedent  to  doing  so. 

(April  5,  1005.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Beadle 
County  to  review  a  judgment  convict- 
ing defendant  of  practising  medicine  with- 
out a  license.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  T.  H.  Null  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Mr.   Aubrey   Lawrenoe,   with   Messrs. 
Pbllo  Hall,  Attorney  General,  and  C.  A. 
Kelley,  for  the  State. 

Corson,  P.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Upon  an  information  duly  filed  the 
plaintiff  in  error  was  tried  and  convicted  of 


the  offense  of  practising  medicine  without  a 
license. 

It  is  contended  by  the  plaintiff  in  error 
that  the  evidence  was  insufficient  to  war- 
rant his  conviction,  in  that  it  failed  to  show 
that  he  was  practising,  or  attempting  to 
practise,  medicine  within  the  provisions  of 
the  act  of  1903,  and  that  he  was  simply  en- 
gaged in  the  business  of  fitting  glasses  to 
the  eye.  It  was  proved  by  the  evidence  of 
Dr.  McNutt,  secretary  of  the  board  of  medi- 
cal examiners,  that  no  license  had  been 
granted  to  the  plaintiff  in  error.  The  stato 
then  introduced  in  evidence  the  following 
notice,  marked  "Exhibit  1:"  "Ophthal- 
molog^\  A  Science  for  the  Analysis  of  the 
Cause  of  Human  Ills  and  How  to  Abolish 
Them.  Everybody  should  know  that  this  is 
a  science  that  practises  by  gueswes.  It  dif- 
ferentiates between  functional  derange- 
ments and  disease.  By  its  assistance  na- 
ture cures  cross-eyes  without  operation; 
headache  without  drugs;  hysteria  without 
a  straight  jacket;  female  disorders  with- 
out a  trip  to  the  hospital;  and  hundreds  of 
nervous  troubles.  Simply  removing  causes 
is  the  secret.  A  true  Ophthalmologist  ex- 
plains your  case  to  you.  Dr.  M.  F.  Yegge, 
Huron,  S.  D.  Office  rooms  over  Huronite.'* 
There  was  also  evidence  tending  to  prove 
that  the  plaintiff  in  error  had  a  sign  in 
front  of  his  office  with  the  name  "Dr.  Yegge" 
thereon.  There  was  also  evidence  tending 
to  prove  that  ophthalmology  is  science 
which  treats  of  the  physiology,  anatomy, 
and  diseases  of  the  eye;  that  any  deformity 
in  the  eye  is  considered  a  disease  of  the  eye ; 
any  abnormal  condition  of  the  eye  should  be 
considered  as  a  disease;  that  it  is  so  con- 
sidered by  the  profession;  and  that  the  fit- 
ting of  glasses  for  the  relief  of  defective 
eyesight  is  a  branch  of  the  practice  of  med- 
icine. The  defendant,  being  called  as  a  wit- 
ness in  his  own  behalf,  testified,  in  sub- 
stance, that  he  had  lived  in  Huron  pincc  the 
1st  of  June,  1903;  that  he  was  engaged  in 
optics;  that  he  had  an  office  in  the  James 
Valley  Bank  building;  that  he  was  a  gradu- 
ate of  the  McCormick  School  of  Ophthal- 
mology of  Chicago,  Illinois,  where  they 
teach  ophthalmology  particularly;  th.it  it 
had  been  established  twelve  or  thirteen 
years;   that  it  is  a  reputable  school;  that 


Note. — For  a  similar  case  in  this  series  hold- 
ing that  a  magnetic  healer  who  styles  himself 
"professor,"  and  holds  himself  out  as  a  healer 
of  disease,  is  within  the  terms  of  a  statute  re- 
fjulrlng  a  license  from  all  persons  announcing 
their  readiness  to  cure  disease,  and  who  use, 
In  connection  with  their  names,  the  word  "pro- 
fessor," or  any  other  word  intended  to  desig- 
nate them  as  practitioners  of  medicine,  see 
Parks  V.  State,  50  L.  R.  A.  190. 

As  to  what  constitutes  practice  of  medicine 
or  surgery  generally,  see.  In  this  series,  Stato 
m  L.  R.  A. 


V  Buswell,  24  L.  R.  A.  68 ;  State  ex  rel,  Swarta 
V.  Mylod,  41  L.  R.  A.  428  (Christian  science)  ; 
State  V.  Llffrlng,  46  L.  R.  A.  334;  Nelson  v. 
State  Bd.  of  Health,  r>o  L.  R.  A.  383 ;  Little  v. 
State,  51  L.  R.  A.  717:  State  v.  Gravett,  55 
L.  R.  A.  791 ;  Dragg  v.  State,  58  L.  R.  A.  925 ; 
State  V.  MacKnlght,  59  L.  R.  A.  190  (osteop- 
athy) ;  State  v.  Biggs,  64  L.  R.  A.  139  (treat- 
ment by  baths,  massage,  etc.)  ;  and  Territory 
V.  Newman,  68  L.  R.  A.  783  (magnetic  treat- 
ment). 
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tbey  issue  diplomfis  to  those  taking  a  full 
course;  that  the  degree  of  ophthalmology  is 
conferred;  that  he  received  a  regular  course 
diploma,  and  graduated  in  ophthalmology, — 
the  fitting  of  glasses;  that  the  degree  of  doc- 
tor of  ophthalmology  was  conferred  upon 
him,  and  that  he  had  a  diploma,  which  he 
produced;  that  no  disease  was  treated  by 
him  by  the  use  of  medicine;  that  they  were 
not  instructed  to  treat  any  disease  by  the 
use  of  medicine  in  that  college;  that  the 
course  of  education  in  that  college  was  pure- 
ly nonmedical ;  and  that  they  learned  to  cor- 
rect errors  in  refraction  by  test.  On  cross- 
examination  he  stated  that  he  took  the 
course  of  a  graduate,  a  two-weeks  course, — 
a  little  over  two  weeks.  He  also  testified 
that  he  studied  anatomy  and  physiology  of 
the  eye  for  about  two  years;  that  previous 
to  going  to  the  school  he  studied  for  about 
a  year  in  Iowa;  that  he  was  in  a  doctor's 
office,  where  he  made  a  specialty  of  refrac- 
tion. Chapter  176,  p.  202,  of  the  Laws  of 
1903,  provides  for  creating  a  board  of  medi- 
cal examiners,  defines  their  duties,  empow- 
ers them  to  grant  licenses  to  qualified  ap- 
plicants, and  prescribes  penalties  for  prac- 
tising without  such  a  license.  Section  21 
provides  as  follows :  "When  a  person  shall 
append  or  prefix  the  letters  *M.  B.*,  or  *M. 
D.',  or  the  title  *Dr.'  or  'Doctor*  or  any  other 
sign  or  appellation  in  a  medical  sense  to  his 
or  her  name  or  shall  profess  publicly  to  be  a 
physician  or  surgeon,  or  who  shall  recom- 
mend, prescribe,  or  direct  for  the  use  of  any 
person  any  drug,  medicine,  apparatus,  or 
other  agency  for  the  cure,  relief,  or  pallia- 
tion of  any  ailment  or  disease  of  the  mind 
or  body,  or  for  the  cure  or  relief  of  any 
wound,  fracture,  or  bodily  injury,  or  deform- 
ity after  having  received  or  with  the  in- 
twat  of  receiving  therefor,  either  directly  or 
indirectly,  any  bonus,  gift,  or  compensation, 
[he  or  she]  shall  be  regarded  as  practising 
within  the  meaning  of  this  act."  It  will  be 
observed  that  it  is  provided  by  the  above 
section  that,  ''when  a  person  shall  append 
or  prefix  the  letters  *M.  B.',  or  'M.  D.,  or  the 
title  'Dr.*  or  'Doctor*  or  any  other  sign  or  ap- 


pellation in  a  medical  sense  to  his  or  her 
name,  or  shall  profess  publicly  to  be  a  phy- 
sician or  surgeon,  .  .  .  [he  or  she] 
shall  be  regarded  as  practising  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act.*'  The  evidence  seems 
to  be  uncontradicted  that  the  plaintiflf  in 
error  did,  upon  a  sign  in  front  of  his  office, 
and  in  the  notice  published,  prefix  to  his 
name  the  letters  "Dr.,**  and  it  is  quite  clear 
from  the  evidence  that  they  were  used  in  a 
medical  sense,  and  we  are  of  the  opinion 
that  the  jury  were  fully  justified  in  so  re- 
garding them. 

The  legislature  evidently  intended,  in  en- 
acting the  law,  to  prevent  persons  not  prop- 
erly educated  in  the  science  of  medicine 
from  assuming  to  act  as  a  physician,  and 
to  protect  the  public,  and  it  has  deemed  it 
proper  that  every  person  assuming  to  act 
as  a  physician  or  surgeon  should  be  prop- 
erly licensed.  In  carrying  into  effect  this 
law,  it  was  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
define,  as  it  has  assumed  to  do  in  9  21, 
what  evidence  shall  be  deemed  sufiicient  to 
constitute  a  practitioner  within  the  meap- 
ing  of  the  act.  In  view  of  the  testimony 
of  the  physicians  as  to  the  proper  defini- 
tion of  ophthalmology,  it  is  quite  clear  from 
the  advertisement  of  the  plaintiff  in  error 
that  he  had  assumed  to  hold  himself  out 
as  a  physician  within  the  meaning  of  the 
act.  And  it  is  not  only  clear  from  the  lan- 
guage of  the  advertisement  itself,  which 
would  be  generally  understood  as  an  as- 
simiption  on  his  part  of  being  a  regular 
physician,  or  at  least  a  specialist  in  that 
branch  of  medicine  treating  of  ophthalmol- 
ogy, but  the  legislature  has  declared  that 
prefixing  the  term  "Dr.,"  to  his  name  shall 
be  so  r^^rded.  The  law  should  not  be  so 
construed  as  to  deprive  the  people  of  the 
benefits  intended  by  l^e  act,  but  such  a  con- 
struction should  be  given  it  as  to  carry  in- 
to effect  the  evident  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature. See  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p. 
786,  and  cases  there  cited. 

Finding  no  error  in  the  judgment  of  the 
Circuit  Court,  the  same  is  affirmed. 


MICHIGAN  SUPREME  COURT. 


PEOPLE  of  the  State  of  Michigan 

1?. 
Monroe  J.  McPHEE,  Exceptant. 


(. 


.Mich., 


.) 


The  fact  fhut  each  member  is  entitled 
to  trade  ont  tbe  amonitt  lie  has  paid 
In  irhenever  he  chooses  to  ^vlthdra-vv 


from  the  -clnb  does  not  prevent  a  suit 
club,  which  Is  a  scheme  by  which  a  certain 
number  of  persons  pay  a  small  sum  per 
week,  and  choose  by  lot  each  week  one  of  the 
number  who  shall  receive  a  suit  of  clotheH 
worth  much  more  than  such  weekly  payment, 
upon  receipt  of  which  he  ceases  to  be  a  mem- 
ber of  the  club,  from  being  a  lottery. 

(April  21,   1905.) 


NoTK. — Ah    to    what    constitutes  a    lottery,  I 
see  also.  In  this  series,  People  v.  Elliott,  3  L. 
R.  A.  4i)a,  and  note;  Yellowstone  Kit  y.  State,  ' 
GO  i.   R.  A. 


7  L.  R.  A.  590,  and  note;  Rallock  ▼.  State.  S 
L.  R.  A.  671 ;  State  v.  Boneil,  10  L.  R.  A.  60 : 
State    e»  ra.   Kellogg    v.   Kansas    Mercantile 
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1j>  XCEPTIONS  by  defendant  before  sen- 
^  tence  to  a  ruling  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Chippewa  County  directing  a  verdict  of 
guilty  in  a  prosecution  for  conducting  a 
lottery'.    Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Clyde  Hayden,  with  Messrs.  Holden 
A  Holden,  for  exceptant. 

Mr,  John  P.  Conriokf  for  the  People : 

A  lottery  is  "a  scheme  by  which  a  result  is 
reached  by  some  action  or  means  taken,  and 
in  which  result  man's  choice  or  will  has  no 
part»  nor  can  human  reason,  foresight, 
sagacity,  or  design,  enable  him  to  know  or 
determine  such  result  until  the  same  has 
been  accomplished." 

PeopU  v.  Elliot,  74  Mich.  264,  3  L.  R.  A. 
403,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  640,  41  N.  W.  916. 

"Where  skill  or  judgment  is  exercised  in 
determining  the  result  there  is  no  lottery, 
but  where  pure  chance  determines  we  have 
one  of  the  elements  of  a  lottery. 

Barclay  v.  Pearson  [1893]  2  Ch.  154; 
Caminada  v.  Hultan,  17  Cox,  C.  C.  307; 
Stoddart  v.  Sagar  [1895]  2  Q.  B.  474;  People 
ex  rel.  Lawrence  v.  Fallon,  152  N.  Y.  12,  37 
L.  R.  A.  227,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  492,  46  N.  E. 
296 ;  Re  Dtoyer,  14  :Misc.  204,  35  N.  Y.  Supp. 
884 ;  Reg.  v.  Dodds,  4  Ont.  Rep.  390 :  Reg.  v. 
Jamieson,  7  Ont.  Rep.  149;  Hudelson  v. 
State,  94  Ind.  426,  48  Am.  Rep.  171. 

A  lottery  is  a  scheme  for  distributing 
prizes  by  lot  or  by  chance. 

10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  588; 
State  V.  Clarke,  33  N.  H.  329,  66  Am.  Dec 
723;  Wilkinson  v.  QiU,  74  N.  Y.  66,  30  Am. 
Rep.  264 ;  People  v.  Noelke,  94  N.  Y.  137,  46 
Am.  Rep.  128;  State  v.  Willis,  78  Me.  73,  57 
Am.  Rep.  784,  2  Atl.  848;  Com.  v.  Sullivan, 
146  Mass.  142,  15  N.  £.  491 ;  Equitable  Loan 
d  Security  Co.  v.  Waring,  117  Ga.  599,  62 
L.  R.  A.  97,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  177,  44  S.  E. 
S20:  United  States  v.  Wallis,  58  Fed.  942; 
United  States  y.  McDonald,  59  Fed.  563; 
United  States  v.  Fulkeraon,  74  Fed.  627. 

A  scheme  where  inequality  in  payment  or 
distribution  is  to  result  from  chance  is  a 
lottery. 

Dunn  v.  People,  40  111.  465;  Meyer  v. 
State,  112  Ga.  20,  61  L.  R.  A.  496,  81  Am. 
St.  Rep.  17,  37  S.  E.  96;  United  States  v. 
Wallis,  58  Fed.  942;  Ballock  v.  State,  73  Md. 
1,  8  L.  R.  A.  671,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  659,  20 
Atl.  184;  United  States  v.  Politzer,  69  Fed. 
273 ;  Homer  v.  United  States,  147  U.  S.  449, 
37  L.  ed.  237,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  409;  Reg.  v. 
Harris,  10  Cox,  C.  C.  362 ;  Sykes  v.  Beadon, 
\j.  R.  11  Ch.  Div.  170;  State  ex  rel  Atty. 


Oen,  V.  Interstate  Sav.  Invest,  Co,  64  Ohio 
St.  283,  62  L.  R.  A.  530,  83  Am.  St.  Rep. 
754,  60  N.  £.  220;  United  States  v.  Mc- 
Donald, 59  Fed.  563,  12  C.  C.  A.  339,  24  U.  S. 
App.  25,  63  Fed.  426;  People  t.  Elliott,  74 
Mich.  264,  3  L.  R.  A.  403,  16  Am.  St  Rep. 
640,  41  N.  W.  916;  United  States  v.  Fulker- 
son,  74  Fed.  6.19;  Re  National  Indemnity  d 
E,  Co,  142  Pa.  450,  21  Atl.  879;  State  v. 
New  Orleans  Debenture  Redemption  Co,  51 
La.  Ann.  1827,  26  So.  586;  McLaughlin  v. 
National  Mut,  Bond  d  Invest.  Co.  64  Fed. 
908 ;  Peltsf  v.  Supretne  Chamber,  0.  of  F.  17. 
IN.  J.  Eq.)    19  Atl.  668. 

Oetraader,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  testimony  in  this 
case,  counsel  on  both  sides  asserted  that 
there  was  no  issue  of  fact  to  be  determined, 
and  requested  the  court  to  direct  a  verdict 
either  of  conviction  or  acquittal,  according 
to  his  opinion  of  the  law.  The  court  in- 
structed the  jury  that,  under  the  testimony, 
they  should  render,  and  they  did  render,  a 
verdict  of  guilty  as  charged,  and  the  ease 
comes  here  upon  exceptions  before  sentence. 

Respondent  is  charged  in  the  information 
with  setting  up  and  promoting  a  lottery  for 
merchandise,  and  that  he  did  dispose  of  mer- 
chandise by  way  of  lottery  and  gift  en- 
terprise, contrary  to  the  form  of  the  statute. 
He  is  a  merchant  tailor  doing  business  at 
the  city  of  Sault  Ste.  Marie,  and,  in  con- 
nection with,  or  as  a  part  of,  the  regfular 
business,  he  conducted  what  is  known  as  a 
"tailor  suit  club,"  or  "suit  dub.'*  This  suit 
club  had  30  members,  who  eaeh  paid  to  re- 
spondent $1  a  week.  Respondent  gave  re- 
ceipts for  the  money,  dated,  and  in  the  fol- 
lowing form:     "$1.00.     Received  of  

one  dollar,  dub  dues.  M.  J.  McPhee."  To 
each  members  a  number  was  allotted  by  the 
members  themselves.  These  were  put  in  a 
cigar  box,  thoroughly  mixed  and  shaken,  and 
a  drawing  was  made  from  this  box  by  one 
of  the  members  according  to  some  plan 
agreed  upon  among  themselves.  The  draw- 
ings took  place  each  Saturday  night,  and 
some  member,  as  a  result  of  the  drawing, 
received  for  whatever  he  had  paid  in  a 
suit  of  clothes  or  an  overcoat  valued  at  and 
worth  $20,  made  to  order  by  respondent.  If 
a  member  won,  he  drew  out  of  the  club,  and 
a  new  member  was  taken  in.  It  might  oc- 
cur that  one  who  had  paid  in  but  $1  would 
get  the  suit  of  clothes  or  overcoat,  and  it 
might  occur  that  a  member  would  pay  $20 


Asso.  11  L.  R.  A.  430 ;  Long  v.  State.  12  L.  R.  i  Sav.  Invest.  Co.  52  L.  U.  A.  530 ;  State  e«  rel. 
A.  89,  and  note.  12  L.  R.  A.  425  ;  Thornhlll  v.  '  Pront  v.  Nel)raska  Home  Co.  60  L.  R.  A.  448  : 
O'Rear,  31  L,  R.  A.  792;  Lynch  v.  Rosenthal.  |  Equitable  Loan  &  Security  Co.  v.  Waring,  62 
•n    L.   R.  A^  835:   People  ftr  rel.   I^wrence   v.     L.   R.  A.   »3 ;   Winston  v.  Beeson,  65  L.   R.  A. 

1«7 ;  People  ejr  rel.  Klllson  v.  Lavln.  66  L.  R.  A. 

601. 


Fallon,  37  L.  R.  A.  227:  Meyer  v.  State,  51 
L,  R,  A.  406 :  State  ex  rel.  Sheets  ▼.  Interstate 
60  I..  R.  A. 
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and  participate  in  20  drawings  without  se- 
curing either  as  a  result  of  the  drawing.  It 
was  a  part  of  the  agreement,  however,  and 
was  the  practice,  to  permit  a  member  of  the 
club  to  withdraw  at  any  time,  and  upon  such 
withdrawal  he  was  entitled  to  receive  from 
respondent  clothing  of  the  value  of  the  money 
he  had  contributed  to  the  club,  or  let  the 
sum  of  money  he  had  paid  in  stand  as  a 
credit  and  as  part  payment  for  clothing  pur- 
chased of  respondent*  That  is  to  say,  if  a 
member  had  paid  $1  a  week  for  twenty 
weeks,  he  had  a  credit  of  $20.  If  he  had  paid 
but  six  weeks,  he  had  a  credit  of  $6,  which 
lie  could  use  with  the  respondent  in  the  pur- 
chase of  garments. 

Counsel  for  respondent  say  that  the  only 
question  involved  is  whether,  upon  this  state 
of  facts,  a  verdict  of  guilty  was*  properly 
directed,  or,  to  put  it  in  another  way,  wheth- 
er respondent  was  conducting  a  lottery  or 
l^ift  enterprise,  within  the  meaning  of  our 
statute.  The  statute  in  question  is  §  11,344 
of  the  Compiled  Laws  of  1S97,  and  is  the 
first  section  of  chapter  316,  entitled,  "Of  Of- 
fenses against  the  Public  Policy."  It  pro- 
vides that  ''every  person  who  shall  set  up 
or  promote,  within  this  state,  any  lottery  or 
gift  enterprise  for  money,  or  shall  dispose 
of  any  property,  real  or  personal,  goods, 
chattels,  or  merchandise  or  valuable  thing, 
by  the  way  of  lottery  or  gift  enterprise,  and 
every  person  who  shall  aid,  either  by  print- 
ing or  writing,  or  shall  in  any  way  be  con- 
oerned  in  the  setting  up,  managing,  or  draw- 
ing of  any  such  lottery  or  gift  enterprise,  or 
who  shall  in  any  house,  shop,  or  building 
owned  or  occupied  by  him  or  under  his  con- 
trol, knowingly  permit  the  setting  up,  man- 
aging, or  drawing  of  any  such  lottery  or  gift 
enterprise,  or  the  sale  of  any  lottery  ticket 
or  share  of  a  ticket,  or  any  other  writing, 
certificate,  bill,  goods,  chattels,  or  merchan- 
dise, token  or  other  device  purporting  or  in- 
tended te  entitle  the  holder  or  bearer  or 
other  person  te  any  prize  or  gift,  or  to  any 
share  of,  or  interest  in,  any  prize  or  gift,  to 
be  drawn  in  any  such  lottery  or  gift  enter- 
prise, or  who  shall  knowingly  suffer  money 
or  other  property  to  be  raffled  for  in  such 
house,  shop,  or  building,  or  to  be  there  won 
by  throwing  or  using  dice,  or  by  any  other 
game  or  course  of  chance,  shall  for  every 
such  offense  be  punished  by  a  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding $2,000,  or  by  imprisonment  in  the 
county  jail  not  more  than  one  year."  A  sub- 
sequent section  of  the  same  chapter  provides 
that  if  any  person  shall,  after  being  con- 
victed of  any  offense  mentioned  in  this  sec- 
tion, commit  the  like  offense,  or  any  other 
of  the  offenses  therein  mentioned,  he  shall, 
in  addition  to  the  fine  provided  therefor,  be 
further  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the 
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stete  prison  not  more  than  three  years,  or 
by  imprisonment  in  the  county  jail  not  more 
than  one  year. 

The  single  contention  of  counsel  is  that, 
inasmuch  as  there  was  no  chance  for  a  mem- 
ber of  the  club  to  sustain  a  loss,  respondent 
was  not  conducting  a  lottery.  We  have 
been  referred  to  many  definitions  of  the  word 
"lottery,"  some  of  them  made  by  lexicogra- 
phers, some  by  jud^s,  and  particularly  to 
one  given  in  the  third  edition  of  Bishop  on 
Statutory  Crimes,  which  counsel  say  sup- 
porte  their  contention,  and  which  is:  "A 
lottery  may  be  defined  to  be  any  scheme 
whereby  one,  on  paying  money  or  other  val- 
uable thing  to  another,  becomes  entitled  to 
receive  from  him  such  a  return  in  value,  or 
nothing,  as  some  formula  of  chance  may  de- 
termine." We  do  not  understend  how  this 
definition  aids  respondent.  It  is  well  known 
that  in  most  lottery  schemes  some  of  those 
who  pay  get  nothing.  It  is  difficult  to  see 
how  a  definition  intended  to  be  general,  and 
to  describe  the  resulte  to  participants  in  a 
lottery,  could  well  omit  language  indicating 
that  the  result  might  be  nothing.  But  the 
learned  author  does  not  mean  that,  to  be 
classed  as  a  lottery,  the  scheme  must  have 
blanks.  This  is  evidenced  by  the  context 
and  by  cases  cited.  §  952.  In  another  place 
the  same  author  says  that  the  word  has  not 
yet  been  defined  in  a  manner  which  is  both 
inclusive  and  exclusive.  Our  stetute  does 
not  define  the  word.  Nor  need  we  attempt 
a  definition.  Like  similar  stetutes  in  other 
of  the  states,  our  own  has  a  general  pur- 
pose, and  this  purpose  is  not  alone  evidenced 
by  the  language  of  the  stetute.  In  a  large 
majority  of  the  stetes,  including  Michigan, 
there  is  a  constitutional  limitation  upon  the 
power  of  the  legislature  to  authorize  lot- 
teries. Few  definitions  are  directly  or  in- 
directly attempted.  These  various  consti- 
tutional inhibitions  in  effect  recognize  and 
affirm  the  rule  steted  in  Stone  v.  Mississippi, 
101  U.  S.  814,  25  L.  ed.  1079,  that  lotteries 
are  not  in  the  legal  acceptation  of  the  term 
mala  in  se,  but  may  properly  be  made  mala 
prohihita.  Such  a  provision  haa  been  held 
to  be  so  far  self-executing  as  to  warrant  and 
require  the  court,  in  the  absence  of  penal 
or  other  stetutes  upon  the  subject,  to  de- 
clare the  charter  of  a  private  corporation, 
whose  scheme  and  plan  of  business  was 
within  the  constitutional  inhibition,  to  be 
forfeited.  State  ew  reh  Kellogg  v.  Kansas 
Mercantile  Asso.  45  Kan.  351,  11  L.  R.  A. 
430,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  727,  25  Pac.  984.  In 
the  case  mentioned  it  was  said  that  the  word 
"lottery"  must  be  construed  in  the  popular 
sense,  with  the  view  of  remedying  the  mis- 
chief intended  to  be  prevented,  and  to  sup 
press  all  evasions  for  the  continuance  of  the 
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mischief.  The  word  "lottery"  is  generic. 
No  sooner  is  it  defined  by  a  court  than  in- 
genuity evolves  some  scheme  within  the  mis- 
chief discussed,  but  not  quite  within  the  let- 
ter of  the  definition  given.  This  is  made 
very  apparent  in  the  large  number  of  cases 
which  we  have  examined  in  which  various 
methods  of  distributing  money  or  goods  by 
chance  are  examined  and  discussed.  It  is 
said  by  counsel  for  respondent  in  their  brief 
that  this  court,  in  People  v.  Elliott,  74  Mich. 
264,  3  L.  R.  A.  403,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  640, 
41  N.  W.  916,  laid  down  a  definition  which 
did  not  include  a  possibility  of  loss.  In  that 
case,  as  in  others,  the  language  of  the  opin- 
ion is  addressed  to  the  facts  before  the 
court,  and  the  contentions  presented  for  de- 
cision. We  approve  the  language  used  in 
the  opinion  in  Ballock  v.  State,  73  Md.  1,  8 
L.  R.  A.  671,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  559,  20  Atl. 
184,  where  it  is  said:  ''Our  statute  does 
not  justify  a  court  ...  in  deciding  a 
thing  is  not  a  lottery  simply  because  there 
can  be  no  loss,  when  there  may  be  very  large 
contingent  gains,  or  because  it  lacks  some 
element  of  a  lottery  according  to  some  par- 
ticular dictionary's  definition,  .  .  .  when 
it  has  all  the  other  elements,  with  all  the 
pernicious  tendencies  which  the  state  is 
seeking  to  prevent."'  In  that  case  it  was 
contended  that  no  blanks  were  drawn,  and 
the  scheme  considered  provided  for  the  ulti- 
mate return  of  the  entire  investment,  with 
interest;  the  time  of  such  return  to  certain 
holders  of  the  bonds  depending  upon  chance, 
and  the  inducement  for  investment  being  the 
possibility  of  getting  a  bonus,  also  de- 
termined by  chance.  See  also  State  e»  rel. 
Atty,  Oen,  v.  Interstate  8av.  Invest.  Co,  64 
Ohio  St.  283,  52  L.  R.  A.  530,  83  Am.  St. 
Rep.  754,  60  N.  £.  220;  Den  ex  detn.  Wooden 
v.  Shotwell,  23  N.  J.  L.  465 ;  United  States 
V.  Olney,  1  Abb.  (U.  S.)  275,  Fed.  Gas.  No. 
15,918;  State  v.  Mumford,  73  Mo.  647,  39 
Am.  Rep.  532 ;  MacDonaM  v.  United  States, 
12  C.  C.  A.  339,  24  U.  S.  App.  25,  63  Fed. 
426;  Reg.  v.  Harris,  10  Cox,  C.  C.  352.  For 
a  considerable  collection  of  cases  and  gen- 
eral discussion,  see  Equitable  Loan  d  Se- 
curity Co,  V.  Waring,  117  Ga,  599,  62  L.  R, 
A.  93,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  177,  44  S.  E.  320. 
The  case  of  State  v.  Moren,  48  Minn.  555, 
51  N.  W.  618,  is  in  its  essential  facts  pre- 
cisely like  the  case  at  bar.  The  only  ques- 
tion considered  by  the  court  was  whether  the 
evidence  was  sufficient  to  bring  the  case 
w^ithin  the  condemnation  of  the  statute. 
The  Minnesota  statute  defines  a  lottery  to  be 
a  scheme  for  the  distribution  of  property  by 
oliance  among  persons  who  have  paid,  or 
agreed  to  pay,  a  valuable  consideration  for 
the  chance,  whether  called  a  "lottery,"  "raf- 
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fle,"  or  "gift  enterprise,"  or  by  any  other 
name.  The  court  held  the  term  "lottery" 
to  have  no  technical  meaning ;  but  under  the 
statute  it  was  to  be  construed  in  the  popu- 
lar sense,  and  with  the  view  to  remedy  the 
mischief  intended  to  be  prevented.  "The 
statute  is  intended  to  reach  all  devices  which 
are  in  the  nature  of  lotteries,  in  whatever 
form  presented,  and  the  courts  will  tolerate 
no  evasions  for  the  continuance  of  the  mis- 
chief. Of  the  fact  that  the  holder  had  the 
option  to  receive  in  goods  the  amount  he  had 
paid.  It  was  said  that  it  would  probably 
operate  only  as  an  additional  incentive  to 
aid  the  lottery  scheme.  "It  does  not  take 
the  scheme  out  of  the  statute.  They  were 
not  bought  in  order  to  get  their  face  value 
in  goods.  The  vicious  element  still  inheres 
in  the  transaction.  .  .  .  The  sale  of  a 
ticket  gave  the  purchaser  the  chance  to  ob- 
tain something  more  than  he  paid  for,  and 
that  became  an  extra  inducement  for  the 
purchase."  Counsel  for  respondent  say  that 
the  Minnesota  statute  differs  from  ours,  and 
that  the  court  had  before  it  what  we  have 
not, — a  statutory  definition  of  the  word 
"lottery."  The  definition,  however,  is  very 
broad,  and  cannot  be  said  to  contain  any 
language  which  would  make  the  decision  on 
that  account  inapplicable  here.  Upon  the 
facts  and  the  construction  placed  by  the 
court  upon  the  statute,  the  case  is  decisive. 

It  cannot  be  denied  that  the  respondent 
sought  to,  and  presumably  did,  increase  hia 
business  by  a  device  or  scheme,  the  feature 
of  which,  so  far  as  securing  patrons  and  cus- 
tomers was  concerned,  was  the  chance  to 
obtain  $20  worth  of  clothing  for  some  sum  of 
money  less  than  $20.  It  was  calculated  to, 
and  did,  appeal  to  the  gambling  propensity 
of  men,  was  within  the  mischief  at  which  the 
legislation  is  aimed,  was  within  the  terms  of 
the  statute,  and,  in  our  opinion,  a  disposi- 
tion of  property  by  way  of  lottery.  We  are 
referred  by  counsel  to  no  case  which  sustains 
their  contention. 

We  have  not  lost  sight  of  the  fact  that  the 
charters  of  various  cities  permit  ordinances 
forbidding  lotteries  and  punishing  promoters 
of  them,  treating  them  as  minor  offenders, 
nor  that  the  statute  before  us  warranta  the 
imposition  of  a  considerable  penalty,  and 
makes  a  second  offense  a  felony.  The  statute 
is  general,  as  it  must  be,  and  applies  to  big 
and  to  little  lotteries.  The  extent  of  the 
mischief  done  by  respondent  is  not  a  consid- 
eration which  ought  to  affect  our  determina- 
tion. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  court  below 
was  right,  and  the  conviction  is  therefore  af- 
firmed^ 
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ATCmSON,     TOPEKA,     &     SANTA     M 

RAILWAY  COMPANY,  Appi. 

( Minn ) 

*1.  It  Is  the  duty  of  a  common  carrier 
to  iTbom  soods  are  deli-^ered  for 
li^ansportatlon  to  forward  them  prompt- 
ly, and  without  unreasonable  delay,  to  their 
destination. 

S.  If  he  falls  to  do  so,  and  negligently  and 
carelessly  delays  the  shipment,  and  the  goods 
are  overtaken  in  transit,  and  damaged  by  an 
act  of  God  which  would  not  hare  caused  the 
damage  had  there  been  no  delay,  he  is  liable, 
eyen  though  the  act  of  God  could  not  rea- 
sonably hare  been  anticipated.  The  negli- 
gence and  unreasonable  delay  Is  such  a 
proximate  or  concurring  cause  as  renders  a 
carrier  liable. 

8.  This  mle  applies  whether  the  goods  In 
their  nature  are  perishable  or  nonperish- 
able. 

(February  24,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  of 
the  Municipal  Court  of  Minneapolis  de- 
nying an  alternative  motion  for  judgment 
non  obstante  veredicto,  or  for  a  new  trial 
after  verdict  in  plaintiff's  favor,  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  to  property 
while  in  defendant's  possession  for  transpor- 
tation.   Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Beldeii,  EUiwley,  ft  Jamison, 
for  appellant: 

Concurring  negligence  which,  when  com- 
,bined  with  the  act  of  Grod,  is  actionable, 
must  be  such  as  is  in  itself  a  real,  produc- 
ing cause  of  the  injury. 

Baltimore  d  0.  jB.  Co,  v.  Sulphur  Spring 
Independent  School  District,  96  Pa.  66,  42 
Am.  Rep.  531. 

The  character  and  magnitude  of  this  flood 
are  conceded  to  have  been  unprecedented, 
and  such  as  have  been  denominated  an  act  of 
God,  properly  so  called. 

Davis  V.  Wabash,  St.  L,  d  P.  R.  Co.  89 
Mo.  340,  1  S.  W.  327;  Libby  v.  Maine  C.  R. 
Co.  85  Me.  34,  20  L.  R.  A.  812,  26  Atl.  943; 
Blythe  v.  Denver  d  R.  O.  R.  Co.  15  Colo.  333, 
11  L.  R.  A.  615,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  403,  25  Pac. 
702 ;  People  v.  Utica  Cement  Co.  22  111.  App. 
159;  Smyrl  v.  Niolon,  2  Bail.  L.  421,  23  Am. 
Dec.  146;  Faulkner  v.  Wright,  Rice,  L.  107; 
Pearce  v.  The  Thomas  Newlon,  41  Fed.  106 ; 

^Headnotes  by  Bbown,  J. 


Note. — As  to  liability  of  carrier  for  loss 
caused  by  its  negligence  combined  with  an  act 
of  God.  see  also  cases  in  noie  to  Blythe  ▼.  Den- 
ver &  R.  G.  R.  Co.  11  L.  R.  A.,  on  page  616; 
l^ang  V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  20  L.  R.  A.  360 ; 
Wald  V.  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  35 
L.  R-  A.  350. 
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Jones  V.  Minneapolis  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  91  Minn. 
229,  103  Am.  St.  Rep.  507,  97  N.  W.  893. 

The  test  of  liability  is  not  whether  the 
company  used  such  particular  foresight  as 
is  evident,  after  the  accident  happened, 
might  have  averted  it  had  the  danger  been 
known,  but  whether  it  used  that  degree  of 
care  and  prudenoe  which  a  very  cautious  and 
prudent  person  would  have  used,  under  the 
apparent  circumstances  of  the  case,  to  pre- 
vent the  accident,  without  reasonable  knowl- 
edge that  it  was  likely  to  occur. 

Libby  v.  Maine  O.  R.  Co.  85  Me.  34,  20  L. 
R.  A.  812;  26  Atl.  943;  American  Exp.  Co. 
v.  Smith,  33  Ohip  St.  511,  31  Am.  Rep.  561. 

The  negligent  delay  of  defendant  in  for- 
warding plaintiff's  goods,  but  for  which  such 
goods  would  not  have  been  damaged,  does 
ndt,  as  a  matter  of  law,  create  any  liability 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

Oilson  V.  DeUiware  d  H.  Canal  Co.  66  Vt. 
213,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  838,  26  Atl.  70;  2f  or- 
ris V.  Savannah,  F.  d  W.  R.  Co.  23  Fla.  182, 
11  Am.  St.  Rep.  362,  1  So.  476;  St.  Louis 
L  M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Commercial  Union 
Ins.  Co.  139  U.  S.  223,  36  L.  ed.  154,  11 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  554;  Hoadley  v.  NortTiem 
Transp.  Co.  115  Mass.  304,  15  Am.  Rep. 
106;  McClary  v.  Sioux  City  d  P.  R.  Co. 
3  Neb.  44,  19  Am.  Rep.  631 ;  Daniels  v.  BaU 
lantine,  23  Ohio  St  532,  13  Am.  Rep.  264; 
Dubuque  Wood  d  Coal  Asso.  v.  Dubuque,  30 
Iowa,  176;  International  d  O.  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bergman  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  64  S.  W.  999; 
Lament  v.  Nashville  d  C.  R.  Co.  9  Heisk. 
58;  Clark  v.  Pacific  R.  Co.  39  Mo.  184,  90 
Am.  Dec.  468;  McVeagh  v.  Atchison,  T.  d 
S.  F.  R.  Co.  3  N.  M.  327,  5  Pac.  457 ;  Reid  v. 
Evansville  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  10  Ind.  App.  385, 
53  Am.  St.  Rep.  391,  35  N.  E.  703;  Davis  v. 
Central  Vermont  R.  Co.  66  Vt.  290,  44  Am. 
St.  Rep.  852,  29  Atl.  313;  Oleason  v.  Vir- 
ginia Midland  R.  Co.  5  Mackey,  356 ;  Michi- 
gan C.  R.  Co.  V.  Burrows,  33  Mich.  6. 

Mr.  Arthur  W.  SeloTer,  for  respondent : 

This  flood,  or  one  substantially  as  great, 
ought  to  have  been  anticipated  by  defendant 
in  a  reasonable  view  of  all  the  conditions. 

Beede  v.  Wisconsin  C.  R.  Co.  90  Minn.  36, 
101  Am.  St.  Rep.  390,  95  N.  W.  454;  Fox  v. 
Boston  d  M.  R.  Co.  148  Mass.  220,  1  L.  R. 
A.  702,  19  N.  E.  222;  Smith  v.  Western  R. 
Co.  91  Ala.  455,  11  L.  R.  A.  619,  24  Am.  St. 
Rep.  929,  8  So.  754;  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co. 
V.  Manning,  23  Neb.  552,  37  N.  W.  462 ;  La- 
ment V.  Nashville  d  C.  R.  Co.  9  Heisk.  58 ; 
Adams  Exp.  Co.  Y.  Jackson,  92  Tenn.  326, 
21  S.  W.  666. 

A  common  carrier  is  boimd  to  take  notice 
of  the  signs  of  approaching  danger,  and,  if 
they  are  such  as  reasonably  to  awaken  ap- 
prehension of  danger,  is  bpi^nd  to  joae  all 
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available  means  and  facilities  for  the  safety 
of  the  goods. 

Nelson  v.  Oreat  Northern  R,  Co.  28  Mont. 
297,  72  Pac.  642;  Pratt*  v.  H<mnihal  d  8t. 
/.  R.  Co.  62  Mo.  527. 

An  act  of  God  is  no  defense  if  the  goods 
would  not  have  been  exposed  to  the  accident 
but  for  an  unreasonable  delay  in  their  ship- 
ment. 

Armentrout  v.  8t.  Louia,  K.  C.  d  N.  R. 
Co.  1  Mo.  App.  158;  Michigan  C.  R.  Co.  ▼. 
Curtis,  80  111.  324;  Merchants'  Despatch 
Transp.  Co.  v.  Kahn,  76  111.  620;  Wold  v. 
Pittsburg,  C.  C.  d  8t.  L.  R.  Co.  162  ILL  545, 
35  L.  R.  A.  356,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  332,  44  N. 
E.  888;  Ransier  v.  Minneapolis  d  8t.  L.  R. 
Co.  32  Minn.  331,  20  N.  W.  332;  Dugan  v. 
8t.  Paul  d  D.  R.  Co.  40  Minn.  544,  42  N.  W. 
538;  Perry  v.  Tosser,  00  Minn.  341,  101  Am. 
St.  Rep.  416,  97  N.  W.  137;  Ouverson  v. 
Grafton,  5  N.  D.  289,  65  N.  W.  676;  Cook\. 
Minneapolis,  8t.  P.  d  8.  8te.  M.  R.  Co.  98 
Wis.  624,  40  L.  R.  A.  457,  67  Am.  St.  Rep. 
830,  74  N.  W.  561 ;  Walrod  v.  Webster  Coun- 
ty, 110  Iowa,  349,  47  L.  R.  A.  480,  81  N.  W. 
598;  8elleok  y.  Lake  8hore  d  M.  8.  R.  Co. 
93  Mich.  376,  18  L.  R.  A.  154,  53  N.  W.  556; 
Lutz  V.  Atlantic  d  P.  R.  Co.  6  N.  M.  496,  10 
L.  R.  A.  819,  30  Pac.  912;  8alisbury  ▼.  Her- 
chenroder,  106  Mass.  458,  8  Am.  Rep.  364. 

Browiiy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  facts  in  this  case  are  as  follows:  On 
or  about  May  12,  1903,  plaintiff  delivered  to 
defendant  at  Stafford,  Kansas,  a  car  load 
of  broom  com,  to  be  transported  to  Minne- 
apolis,  this  state.  The  route  of  transporta- 
tion was  by  way  of  Kansas  City,  and  de- 
fendant was  to  forward  the  car  at  that 
point,  the  terminus  of  its  line,  over  the  Chi- 
cago Great  Western  road.  The  oar  reached 
the  freight  yards  of  defendant  at  E^ansas 
City  on  May  23d,  but  defendant  wholly  failed 
and  neglected  to  send  it  forward  or  notify 
the  Chicago  Great  Western  Company  of  its 
arrival,  though  the  evidence  tends  to  show 
that  immediately  after  the  arrival  of  the  car 
at  Kansas  City  defendant  sent  a  messenger 
to  communicate  the  fact  to  the  Great  West- 
ern company,  and  that  it  was  to  be  forward- 
ed over  its  line,  but  through  carelessness  the 
messenger  notified  the  Missouri  Pacific  com- 
pany instead,  and  the  Great  Western  was 
not  informed  of  the  matter  at  all.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  neglect  of  the  messenger,  the 
car  remained  in  the  yards  of  defendant  until 
it  was  submerged  by  water  in  the  great 
flood  occurring  during  the  last  days  of  May 
and  the  first  days  of  June  at  Kansas  City, 
and  the  com  substantially  destroyed.  After 
the  waters  of  the  flood  had  receded,  defend- 
ant, having  first  offered  to  forward  the  car 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


to  Minneapolis,  and  plaintiff  having  refused 
to  accept  the  com  in  its  damaged  condition, 
caused  the  same  to  be  sold,  and  tendered 
plaintiff  the  proceeds,  less  freight  charges. 
Plaintiff  brought  this  action  to  recover  the 
value  of  the  com,  alleging  in  its  complaint 
that  it  was  damaged  and  injured  while  in  the 
possession  of  defendant,  through  its  negli- 
gence and  carelessness.  The  delivery  of  the 
com  to  defendant  for  transportation,  and 
that  it  was  damaged  while  in  defendant's 
possession,  are  admitted  in  the  answer,  but 
it.  is  alleged  in  defense  that  the  damage  was 
caused  by  an  act  of  God;  that  an  unusual 
and  extraordinary  rainfall  occurred  at  Kan- 
sas City  and  vicinity  at  the  time  the  car  was 
in  its  yards,  causing  the  river  to  overflow  its 
banks  and  submerge  defendant's  yards,  the 
occurrence  and  extent  of  which  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  or  anticipated.  The  trial 
court  instructed  the  jury  in  part  that,  if  the 
com  was  destroyed  by  an  act  of  God,  unac- 
companied by  the  concurrent  negligence  of 
defendant,  plaintiff  could  not  recover;  but, 
in  effect,  left  to  the  jury  to  say  whether  the 
delay  io  forwarding  the  car  was  negligence, 
and  whether  such  negligence  concurred  in 
causing  the*  damage.  The  jury  returned  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff,  and  defendant  appealed 
from  an  order  denying  its  alternative  mo- 
tion for  judgment  notwithstanding  the  ver- 
dict or  for  a  new  trial. 

The  only  assignments  of  error  requiring 
consideration  are  those  which  challenge  the 
charge  of  the  trial  court,  in  which  the  jury 
was  instructed  that,  if  the  negligent  delay 
of  defendant  in  forwarding  the  car  concurred 
in  causing  the  injury  or  loss  complained  of, 
defendant  was  liable.  It  is  contended  with 
much  earnestness  and  ability  by  defendant's 
counsel  that,  notwithstanding  there  might 
have  been  negligent  delay  in  forwarding  the 
ear  from  Kansas  City  to  Minneapolis,  but 
for  which  the  com  would  not  have  been  dam- 
aged, yet  the  damage  complained  of  resulted 
proximately  from  the  flood,  an  act  of  God, 
and  that,  as  plaintiff  failed  to  show  that  de- 
fendant was  chargeable  with  neglect  in  not 
foreseeing  or  guarding  against  the  danger, 
no  recovery  can  be  had.  The  question  pre- 
sented, then,  is  whether  a  common  carrier 
is  liable  to  the  owner  of  goods  delivered  to 
him  for  transportation,  which  are  damaged 
or  destroyed  by  an  act  of  God  while  in  his 
possession,  in  consequence  of  a  negligent  de- 
lay in  forwarding  them,  whether  the  act  of 
God  could  reasonably  have  been  anticipated 
or  not.  The  question  is  an  important  one, 
and  the  authorities  are  not  in  harmony.  We 
have  considered  it  with  care  in  all  its  bear- 
ings, and  reach  the  conclusion  that  the  car- 
rier is  liable. 

As  a  general  rule,  applicable  to  all 
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of  negligence,  if  damage  is  caused  by  the 
concurrent  force  of  defendant's  neglect  and 
some  other  cause  for  which  he  is  not  re- 
sponsible, including  an  act  of  God,  he  is  nev- 
ertheless liable  if  his  negligence  is  one  of 
the  proximate  causes  of  the  injury  com- 
plained of,  even  though,  under  the  particular 
circumstances,  ha  was  not  bound  to  antici- 
pate the  interference  of  the  intervening  force 
which  concurred  with  his  own.  In  the  ap- 
plication of  this  rule,  however,  the  authori- 
ties are  not  agreed.  It  is  held  in  some 
states,  as  applied  to  common  carriers,  that 
a  negligent  delay  in  forwarding  property  de- 
livered to  them  for  transportation,  which  are 
injured  by  an  act  of  God,  or  other  cause  for 
which  they  are  not  responsible,  and  oould 
not  reasonably  have  been  anticipated,  does 
not  render  the  carrier  liable,  although  the 
property  would  not  have  been  damaged  had 
there  been  no  delay.  1  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  596.  Courts  holding  to  this 
rule  place  their  decisions  on  the  ground  that 
the  act  of  God  in  such  cases  is  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  injury,  and  not  the  delay 
in  transportation.  Herring  v.  Chesapeake  d 
W.  B.  Co.  101  Va,  778,  46  S.  E.  322.  In 
•  ituer  states  the  opposite  doctrine  is  settled 
and  adhered  to.  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  §  40. 
The  authorities  are  not  at  variance  where 
the  property  damaged  is  perishable,  or  in- 
herently susceptible  to  damage  from  cli- 
matic influences,  as  sudden  changes  in  the 
weather.  Changes  in  the  weather  are  condi- 
tions which  the  carrier  is  bound  to  antici- 
pate as  likely  to  occur,  and  for  injuries  re- 
sulting to  perishable  goods  from  such  causes 
the  carrier  is  liable  where  his  negligent  de- 
lay in  forwarding  them  contributes  to  cause 
the  injury.  Groods  in  this  class  are  those 
likely  to  be  damaged  by  freezing  or  from- 
excessive  heat.  The  authorities  are  at  vari- 
ance, in  so  far  as  negligent  delay  is  con- 
cerned, only  in  eases  involving  property  not 
perishable.  The  property  in  the  case  at  bar 
was  of  that  character,  and  would  not  have 
been  damaged  but  for  the  flood  that  sub- 
merged the  car  while  in  the  yards  at  Kan- 
sas City;  neither  would  it  have  been  dam- 
aged had  defendant  forwarded  the  car  to 
Minneapolis  promptly,  and  without  unrea- 
sonable delay,  as  it  was  required  by  law  to 
do.  So  the  question  is.  Was  the  negligent 
delay  of  defendant  in  forwarding  the  car  one 
of  the  proximate  causes  of  the  damage  to 
the  com,  or  did  such  delay  concur  with  the 
flood  in  fact  causing  the  damage?  It  may 
be  conceded,  for  the  purposes  of  this  case, 
that  the  flood  was  an  act  of  God ;  that  it  was 
unprecedented,  and  beyond  the  reasonable 
anticipation  of  the  most  prudent  residents  of 
the  vicinity  where  it  occurred;  and,  unless 
we  are  to  hold  that  the  negligent  delay  ren- 
(59  L.  R.  A. 


dered  defendant  liable,  the  case  must  be  re- 
versed. 

One  of  the  first  cases  reported  in  the 
books,  so  far  as  our  research  has  extended, 
wherein  the  carrier  is  held  liable  for  negli- 
gent delay  in  transporting  goods,  not  perish- 
able, which  were  injured  in  transit  by  an 
overpowering  cause  not  reasonably  to  have 
been  anticipated,  is  Michaels  v.  New  York  C. 
R.  Co.  30  N.  Y.  664,  86  Am.  Dec.  415.  In 
that  case  there  was  a  delay  of  several  days 
in  forwarding  certain  dry  goods  delivered 
to  the  defendant  for  transportation,  which 
were  damaged  in  transit  by  an  act  of  God, — 
a  flood  similar  to  the  one  in  the  case  at  bar. 
In  disposing  of  the  case  and  the  contention 
of  the  railway  company  that  it  was  exempt 
from  liability  for  the  reason  that  the  injury 
complained  of  was  the  result  of  an  act  of 
Qod,  the  court  said:  When  a  carrier  is  in- 
trusted with  goods  for  transportation,  and 
they  are  injured  or  lost  in  transit,  the  law 
holds  him  responsible  for  the  injury.  He  is 
only  exempted  by  showing  that  the  injury 
was  caused  by  an  act  of  God  or  the  public- 
enemy;  and  to  avail  himself  of  such  exemp- 
tion he  must  show  that  he  was  himself  fre<* 
from  fault  at  the  time.  His  act  or  neg- 
ligence must  not  concur  or  contribute  to  the 
injury.  If  he  departs  from  the  line  of  his 
duty,  and  violates  his  contract,  and  while 
thus  in  fault,  and  in  consequence  of  that 
fault,  the  goods  are  injurea  by  an  act  of 
God,  which  would  not  otherwise  have  caused 
the  injury,  he  is  not  protected.  That  case 
has  been  consistently  followed  and  adhered 
to  in  New  York,  and  is  now  the  settled  law  of 
that  state.  In  Read  v.  Spaulding,  30  N.  Y. 
630,  86  Am.  Dec.  426,  it  was  held  that,  if 
a  common  carrier  unreasonably  delays  goods 
received  by  him  for  transportation,  and  they 
are  injured  by  an  act  of  God  in  consequence 
of  such  delay,  he  must  show,  to  exempt  him- 
self from  liability,  that  the  delay  did  not 
contribute  to,  or  concur  in,  the  injury.  In 
Condict  V.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  54  N.  Y.  500, 
it  was  said  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  common 
carrier  to  forward  goods  delivered  to  him  for 
transportation  promptly,  and  within  a  rea- 
sonable time,  and,  if  a  loss  occurs  in  which 
his  negligence  in  part  concurs,  he  is  liable. 
See  also  Dunson  v.  "New  York  C.  R.  Co.  3 
Lans.  265.  This  doctrine  has  been  followed 
and  applied  in  other  states.  In  Wolf  v. 
American  Exp.  Co.  43  Mo.  421,  07  Am.  Dec. 
406,  the  court  laid  down  the  general  rule  in 
such  cases  in  the  following  language:  "The 
act  of  Gk>d  which  excuses  the  carrier  must 
not  only  be  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss, 
but  the  better  opinion  is  that  it  must  be  the 
sole  cause ;  and,  where  the  loss  is  caused  by 
the  act  of  God,  if  the  negligence  of  the  car- 
rier mingles  with  it  as  an  active  and  co- 
operative cause,  he  is  still  responsible."     In 
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W'ald  V.  Pittahurg,  C.  C,  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  162 
111.  545,  35  L.  R.  A.  366,  63  Am.  St.  Rep. 
:»32,  44  N.  E.  888,  it  appeared  that  plain- 
tiff had  purchased  of  defendant  a  ticket  en- 
titling him  to  passage  from  Chicago  to  New 
York  upon  one  of  its  trains  known  as  the 
'^Limited  Express."  He  was  also  entitled, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  to  have  his  baggage, 
which  was  checked  at  the  time  he  procured 
his  ticket,  forwarded  by  the  same  train.  The 
baggage  was,  however,  by  the  negligence  of 
the  baggageman,  forwarded  from  some  point 
on  the  line  by  the  day  express,  a  train  follow- 
ing the  "Limited  Express"  a  number  of 
hours  later.  Plaintiff  reached  his  destina- 
tion in  safety,  but  the  day  express  which 
carried  his  baggage  was  overtaken  by  a  flood 
at  Johnstown,  Pennsylvania, — ^an  act  of 
God, — ^and  the  baggage  destroyed.  The 
court  held  the  defendant  liable,  saying  in 
the  opinion  that  the  unnecessary  delay  of  a 
carrier  which  subjects  goods  in  his  posses- 
t^ion  to  loss  by  an  act  of  God,  which  they 
would  not  otherwise  have  met  with,  is  in  it- 
self such  negligence  as  will  render  him 
liable.  In  Louisville  d  N.  R.  Oo,  v.  Oidley, 
119  Ala.  523,  24  So.  753,  it  appeared  that 
plaintiff  delivered  to  defendant,  a  common 
carrier,  at  Gadsden,  Alabama,  goods  to  be 
transported  to  Philadelphia.  The  carrier 
unnecessarily  delayed  forwarding  them  for 
Rome  days,  and  they  were  in  the  meantime 
destroyed  by  fire,  for  which  defendant  was  in 
no  way  responsible,  and  for  which  it  could 
not,  under  its  contract,  have  been  made  lia- 
ble to  the  owner  of  the  goods.  The  court 
held  that  the  unnecessary  delay  in  shipment 
was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  loss,  and  that 
the  carrier  was  liable.  This  rule  of  liability 
is  followed  in  Kentucky.  Cassilay  v.  Young, 
4  B.  Mon.  265,  39  Am.'  Dec.  505 ;  Hernsheim 
Bros.  V.  tfewport  'News  d  M.  Valley  Co.  18 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  227,  35  S.  W.  1115.  Also  in 
Maryland.  Baltimore  d  0.  R.  Co.  y.  Keedy, 
75  Md.  320,  23  Atl.  643.  The  foregoing 
eases  all  itfvolve  property  not  perishable, 
and  the  negligent  delay  was  held  either  the 
proximate  cause  of  the  loss,  or  that  it  con- 
curred with  the  act  of  Grod  in  causing  the 
damage  and  rendered  the  carrier  liable. 
Other  cases,  more  or  less  in  point,  may  be 
found  collected  in  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  839.  See 
also  Denting  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  48  N.  H. 
4.55,  2  Am.  Rep.  267;  Michigan  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Curtis,  80  111.  324;  Campbell  v.  Morse,  Harp. 
L.  468 ;  Meyer  v.  VicJcahurg,  8.  d  P.  R.  Co. 
41  La.  Ann.  639,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  408,  6  So. 
218;  Missouri.  K.  d  T.  R.  Co.  v.  McFadden 
Bros.  89  Tex.  138,  33  S.  W.  853;  Pruitt  v. 
Hannibal  d  St.  J.  R.  Co.  62  Mo.  527.  And 
the  rule  was,  in  effect,  laid  down,  though  the 
precise  question  here  under  consideration 
was  not  there  involved  in  Jones  v.  MUi, 
m  L.  R.  A. 


neapolis  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  91  Minn.  229,  103 
Am.  St.  Rep.  507,  97  N.  W.  893. 

We  have  examined  the  authoritioH  holding 
the  opposite  of  this  doctrine,  and,  while  the 
courts  adhering  to  the  same  are  of  eminent 
standing,  we  have  no  difficulty  in  adopting 
the  view  of  the  cases  above  cited.  The  rule 
that  permits  a  carrier  to  excuse  his  negli- 
gence by  an  act  of  God  overtaking  him  while 
thus  in  fault  seems  to  us  unsound.  It  is 
based  on  too  strict  an  application  of  the  rule 
of  proximate  cause.  It  is  the  duty  of  a 
common  carrier  to  whom  goods  are  delivered 
for  transportation  promptly  and  without  un- 
reasonable delay  to  forward  them  to  their 
destination,  and  such  was  defendant's  duty 
in  the  case  at  bar.  This  it  failed  to  do,  and 
its  negligence  in  this  respect  is  not  seriously 
controverted.  The  car  arrived  at  its  yards 
in  Kansas  City  on  the  23d  of  May,  and  was 
permitted  to  remain  there  without  proper 
effort  to  forward  it  until  it  was  overtaken 
by  the  flood.  It  could  have  been  moved 
from  defendant's  yards  on  any  day  after  its 
arrival  prior  to  the  29th  of  May,  and,  had 
this  been  done,  the  corn  would  not  have  been 
damaged.  If  defendant  had  acted  as  re- 
quired by  the  terms  of  its  contract,  and  as 
enjoined  by  law,  the  car  would  have  been  for- 
warded, and  would  have  arrived  at  its  desti- 
nation prior  to  the  flood.  That  defendant's 
n^lect  concurred  and  mingled  with  the  act 
of  God  seems  the  only  reasonable  conclusion 
the  facts  will  warrant,  and  we  feel  safe  in 
applying  the  general  rule  that  an  act  of  God 
is  not  in  such  cases  a  defense.  Every  reason 
in  equity  and  justice  relieves  a  carrier  from 
the  performance  of  his  contract  and  from  lia- 
bility for  injuries  to  property  in  his  custody 
for  transportation,  resulting  exclusively 
from  an  act  of  God,  or  other  inevitable  ac- 
cident or  cause  over  which  he  has  no  con- 
trol, and  could  not  reasonably  anticipate  or 
guard  against.  But  reasons  of  that  nature 
lose  their  force  and  persuasive  powers  when 
applied  to  a  carrier  who  violates  his  contract, 
and  by  his  unreasonable  delay  and  procrasti- 
nation is  overtaken  by  an  overpowering 
cause,  even  though  of  a  nature  not  reason- 
ably to  be  anticipated  or  foreseen.  If,  but 
for  his  negligence,  the  loss  would  not  have 
occurred,  no  sound  reason  will  excuse  him. 
and  he  should  not  be  relieved  by  an  applica- 
tion of  the  abstract  principles  of  the  law  of 
proximate  cause.  No  wrongdoer  should  be 
allowed  to  apportion  or  qualify  his  own 
wrong;  and,  if  a  loss  occurs  while  his  wrong- 
ful act  is  in  operation  and  force,  and  which 
is  attributable  thereto,  he  should  be  held 
liable.     Davis  v.  Garrett,  6  Bing.  716. 

Our  conclusions  are  that  the  trial  court 
correctly  instructed  the  jury,  that  the  rec- 
ord presents  no  reversible  errors,  and  th9 
order  appealed  from  is  affirmed. 
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UNION  PACIFIC  RAILWAY  COMPANY, 
P/ff.  in  Err,, 

V. 

Adeline  CAPPIER. 
(06  Kan.  649.) 

*!•  A  trenpaaiier  on  »  railway  track  was 
utriick  by  a  moving  car,  to  which  an  en- 
gine waa  attached^ and  Injured  without  fault 
on  the  part  of  the  servants  of  the  company. 
Held,  that  the  failure  of  the  railway  em- 
ployees operating  the  car  and  engine  to  take 
charge  of  the  wounded  man  and  give  him 
care  and  attention  was  not  the  violation  of 
a  legal  duty  for  which  the  company  was  liable. 

2.  The  caae  at  bar  la  dlatlnarnlabable 
from  those  where  the  servants  of  the  railway 

*Headnotes  by  Smith,  J. 


company  were  at  fault,  and  also  from  those 
where  the  Injury  was  occasioned  without 
fault,  and  the  negligent  acts  or  omissions 
occurred  after  the  company  had  token  the 
Injured  person  in  charge. 

(April  11,  1903.) 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Wyan- 
dotte County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover damages  for  the  alleged  negligent 
killing  of  plaintiff's  son.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  N.  H.  Loomis,  B.  "W.  Blair, 
and  H.  A.  Soandrett,  for  plaintiff  in 
error: 

Even  if  the  deceased  had  been  a  passen- 
ger, and  had  been  hurt  without  fault  of  the 


Note. — Care  due  to  sick^  infirm,  disabled,  and 
othericise  helpless  persona,  uith  whom  no 
contract  relation  is  sustained. 

I.  Scope  of  note,  513. 
II.  A'o  duty  as  between  ntranyers,  513. 

III.  Principles  which  determine  duty  in  cer 

tain  relations. 

a.  Duty  of  special  care  due  to  persons 

under  disability  in  yeneral,  514. 

b.  Limitation  upon  this  duty  where  dis- 

abled party  is  trespasser,  514. 

c.  Duty  limited  by  neglipcnce  of  per- 

son under  disability,  51^ 

d.  Another* s  negliyence  not  excuse  for 

wilful  or  wanton  injury,  516. 

e.  Summary,  hn. 

IV.  Duty  to  avoid  injury. 

a.  To  the  sick  and  infirm, LIH. 

b.  To    persons    of   defective   sight    or 

hearing,  ^21. 

c.  To  persons  in  helpless  situations. 

1.  Bleeping  on  railway  track,  623. 

2.  Foot  caught  in  railway  track, 
525. 

Z.  Walking  on  raUway  trestle,  526. 

4.  Falling  on  railway  track,  627. 

5.  Driving  frightened  horse,  628. 

6.  Instances  of  other  helpless  sit- 

uations, 682. 
V.  Duty  of  persons  infiicting  injury  to  care 
for  those  injured. 
^.  Obligation    to   prevent   aggravation 

of  injury,  533. 
-b.  W?wt  is   sufficient   performance   of* 
obligation,  536. 
VI.  Knotcledge  of  disability. 

a.  Actual   knowledge   generally   neces- 

sary to  creation  of  duty,53Q. 

b.  When  mere  belief  sufficient  to  im- 

pose duty,  638. 

c.  Negligent    ignorance   equivalent    to 

knowledge,  639. 
VII.  Duty  to  discover  another's  peril  or  dis- 
al)ility. 
^a.  At'  placett  where  people  are  likely 
to  be  present,  539. 

b.  Whether    duty    eHats    as    to    tres- 

passers. o43. 

c.  What  in  sufficient  notice  of  peril  or 

diftahHity.rAH. 
69  L.  R.    \.  3^ 


VIII.  Presumptions    in    absence    of    knotcledge 
of  disability. 
^.  Right    to   presume  person  in  peril 

will  help  himself,  550. 
b.  Limitations   upon   exercise  of  such 
presumption. 

1.  Warning  of  danger  generally 
necessary  as  basis  for  pre- 
sumption, 552. 

2.  Presumption  may  be  repelled 
by  circumstances,  652. 

8.  "Last  moment'*  to  which  pre- 
sumption  may  be  indulged, 
554. 

I.  Scope  of  note. 

The  authoMtles  upon  the  precise  question  de> 
termlned  In  Union  r.  R.  Co.  v.  Cappibb  are  so 
few  that  It  may  be  helpful  to  have  the  question 
considered  in  the  light  of  established  legal  prln 
dples,  and  their  application  to  somewhat  sim- 
ilar situations,  viz.,  those  In  which  a  person's 
ability  to  care  for  himself  Is  more  or  less  Im- 
paired because  of  some  disability  from  which  he 
Buifers.  The  discussion  will  not  be  extended, 
however,  to  the  consideration  of  the  duty  ow- 
ing to  childhood  (see  note.  Care  required  of 
railroad  companies  to  prevent  injuring  smalt 
children  upon  the  track,  25  L.  R.  A.  791)  ;  nor 
to  persons  In  a  stote  of  Intoxication  (see 
note,  IntosHcation  as  affecting  negligence,  408 
L.  R.  A.  131)  ;  nor  to  the  duty  owing 
•persons  under  this  and  other  disabilities  where 
a  contract  relation  exists  (see  notes.  Ex- 
posure of  drunken  passenger  to  danger  by  ejec- 
tion from  car,  19  L.  R.  A.  327 ;  Duty  of  carrier 
to  passengers  taken  ill  during  journey,  31  L.  R. 
A.  201  ;  Duty  of  master  to  furnish  medical  aid 
to  servant,  28  L.  R.  A.  646;  and  Authority  of 
agent  or  representative  to  employ  medical  ser-] 
vices  for  employee  or  other  third  persons.  20  ij 
R.  A.  605)  ;  nor  to  the  question  of  liability  for 
Injuries  resulting  In  the  aggravation  of  pre- 
vious disease  or  Injury,  except  as  It  arises  In 
respect  to  persons  Instrumental  In  causing  the 
jyevlous  Injury  (see  note.  Effect  of  previous 
disease  of  person  injured  on  Uahility  for  caus- 
'ing  the  injuries.  16  L.  R.  A.  268). 

II.   Vo  duty  as  between  strangers. 

As  stated  In  TTnion  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Cappibr,  "U 
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defendant,  it  would  not  have  been  obliged 
to  furnish  him  medical  care  and  treatment. 

Union  P.  R.  Co,  v.  Beatty,  35  Kan.  265, 
67  Am.  Rep.  160,  10  Pac.  845;  Clark  v. 
Misaowri  P.  B,  Co,  48  Kan.  654,  29  Pac. 
1138. 

In  the  case  of  a  trespasser  there  is  no 
liability  unless  it  is  proved  by  affirmative 
evidence  that  the  injuries  resulted  from 
culpable  negligence  after  he  was  noticed 
upon  the  track. 

Tennis  v.  Inter-State  ConaoL  Rapid  Tran- 
sit R,  Co.  45  Kan.  503,  25  Pac  876. 

The  employees  of  a  railroad  company  do 
not,  by  reason,  merely,  of  their  employment, 
owe  any  duty  to  the  proprietors  of  landis 
adjoining  the  company's  right  of  way  to 


I  extinguish  a  fire  found  on  the  right  of  way, 
I  unless  the  fire  originated  through  its  negli- 
I  gence. 

Kenney  v.  Hofinihdl  d  8t,  J,  B,  Co,  70  Mo. 
252. 

Mr,  O.  "W.  Tiiekett,  for  defendant  in 
error : 

A  railroad  company  owes  a  duty  to  even 
a  trespasser  after  the  injury. 

Beach,  Contrib.  Neg.  2d  ed.  ^77 ;  Northern 
I  C.  R,  Co.  V.  State,  29  Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec. 
I  545;  Redf.  Railways,  510;  Philadelphia  <f 
<  R,  R,  Co,  V.  Derby,  14  How.  468,  14  L.  ed. 
I  502;  Whitesidea  v.  Southern  R,  Co,  128  N. 
C.  229,  38  S.  E.  878;  Fagg  v.  LouisvilU  d  N. 
\R,Co,ll}  Ky.  30,  64  L.  R.  A.  919,  63  S.  \V. 
680;  Dyche  v.  Vicksburg,  S,  d  P.  R,  Co.  79 


is  the  omission  or  negligent  discharge  of  legal 
duties  only  which  come  within  tbe  sphece  of 
Judicial  cognizance.'*  Those  duties  which  are 
dictated  merely  by  good  morals,  or  by  humane 
considerations,  are  not  within  the  domain  of  the 
law.  Feelings  of  kindliness  and  sympathy  may 
move  the  good  Samaritan  to  minister  to  the 
needs,  of  the  sick  and  wounded  at  the  roadside, 
but  the  law  imposes  no  such  obligation,  and 
suffering  humanity  has  no  legal  complaint 
against  those  who  pass  by  on  the  other  side. 
Legal  rights  are  relative,  and  arise  out  of  those 
complex  relations  of  human  society  which  create 
correlative  rights  and  duties,  whose  performance 
is  so  necessary  to  the  good  order  and  well  being 
of  society  that  the  state  makes  their  observance 
obligatory.  Unless,  therefore,  the  relation  ex- 
isting between  the  sick,  helpless,  or  injured  and 

^  those  who  witness  their  distress,  is  such  that 
the  law  Imposes  the  duty  of  providing  the  nec- 
essary relief,  there  Is  neither  obligation  to  min- 
ister on  the  one  hand,  nor  cause  for  legal  com- 
plaint on  the  ot&er.  Allen  v.  Ferguson,  18  Wall. 
1,  21  L.  ed.  854 ;  West  Virginia  C.  4b  P.  B.  Co. 
V.  SUte,  96  Md.  652,  666,  61  L.  B.  A.  674,  64 
Atl.  669:  Western  Maryland  B.  Co.  v.  Kehoe. 
83  Md.  434,  460,  35  Atl.  90 ;  Com.  v.  McDuffy, 
126  Mass.  469 ;  Williams  v.  Chicago  4b  A.  B.  Co. 
136  111.  491,  11  L.  B.  A.  352.  26  Am.  St.  Bep. 

-  .397,  26  N.  E.  661 ;  O'Leary  v.  Brooks  Elevator 
Co.  7  N.  D.  654.  41  L.  B.  A.  677.  76  N.  W.  919 ; 
Illinois  C.  B.  Co.  V.  King,  179  111.  91,  70  Am. 
St.  Bep.  93,  63  N.  E.  552 ;  Baltimore  4b  P.  B. 
Co.  V.  Cumberland,  176  U.  a  238,  44  L.  ed.  451. 
20  Sup.  Ct.  Bep.  380;  Pollock,  Torts,  4th  ed. 
p.  3S1> ;  and  see  note.  Duty  ia  an  essential  ele- 
ment of  negligence,  12  L.  B.  A.  322. 

III.  Principles  which  determine  duty  in  certain 
relations. 

a.  Duty  of  special  care  due  to  persons  under 
disability  in  general. 

It  is  a  rule  of  the  common  law,  recognised 
as  necessary  to  good  order  and  to  the  proper 
protection  of  society,  that,  in  the  exercise  of  his 
legal  rights,  one  Is  bound  to  observe  ordinary 
care  not  to  Injure  others.  As  subjects  of  this 
general  duty,  persons  under  disability  consti- 
tute no  exception.  And  one  who  is  guilty  of  a 
breach  of  such  duty  as  to  them  may  be  held 
liable  for  the  consequences,  although  hl8 
act  or  omission  might  have  been  attended 
with  less  serious  results,  or  might  not  have 
resulted  In  injury  at  all.  but  for  the  injured 
«0  T..  R,  A. 


person's  previous  disability.  But  the  law  goes 
further,  and  Imposes  the  duty  of  exercising 
special  care  toward  persons  more  or  less  dis- 
abled from  caring  for  themselves.  What  Is 
ordinary  care  is  dependent  upon  circumstances. 
When  one  is  brought  into  relation  to  a  child,  he 
is  bound  to  use  more  prudence  than  In  dealing 
with  an  adult,  and,  if  a  person  Is  blind  or 
deaf,  or  unconscious  from  any  cause,  he  can- 
not be  treated  as  one  In  the  full  possession  of 
his  faculties,  if  his  disability  is  known.  Under 
such  circumstances,  ordinary  care  is  such  as 
men  of  ordinary  prudence  would  exercise  In  a 
like  situation.  And  when  the  law  requires  a 
railroad  company  to  check  the  speed  of  its  train 
upon  discovering  a  child  or  person  in  a  help- 
less condition  on  the  track,  when  the  sounding 
of  the  whistle  would  be  an  exercise  of  sufficient 
care  as  to  a  healthy  adult.  In  the  possession  of 
all  his  faculties.  It  Is  no  more  than  ordinary 
prudence  and  a  due  regard  for  human  life 
dictate.  As  some  of  the  authorities  observe, 
it  is  a  Just  and  beneficent  principle,  running 
through  all  the  cases,  that  what  humanity  re- 
quires must  be  done  by  those  who  act  with 
knowledge  of  another's  helplessness. 

Upon  the  foregoing  propositions  the  author- 
ities are  agreed.  But  when  we  turn  to  the 
cases  involving  some  limitation  upon  this  duty, 
as  where  the  party  under  disability  Is  a  tres 
passer,  and  to  those  cases  where  the  disability 
exposing  a  party  to  peril  Is  due  more  or  less 
to  his  own  negligence,  we  are  met  with  a  great 
contrariety  of  opinion.  These  diverse  opinions 
are  collected  in  this  note,  and  it  will  help  u!« 
better  to  appreciate  their  respective  values  as 
authority  If  we  first  consider  the  princlpleii 
upon  which  they  are  based. 

b.  Limitation    upon   this    duty   where   disabled 
party  is  trespasser. 

Some  of  the  authorities.  In  considering  the 
circumstances  bringing  persons  Into  relation  to 
each  other,  and  the  duty  Imposed  thereby,  seem 
to  give  undue  prominence  to  the  wrong  of  a 
merely  technical  trespass,  and  fail  sufficiently 
to  recognize  the  element  of  knowledge,  with 
reference  to  the  presence  of  another  within  the 
range  of  one's  action,  and  the  duty  that  comes 
with  knowledge,  under  the  general  obllgntlon  to 
humanity,  and  the  respect  due  the  natural  right 
of  every  man  to  the  enjoyment  of  life.  It  Is 
accordingly  held  by  some  courts  that  tbe  only 
duty  owing  a  dl8q[1>led  trespasser  Is  to  refrain  • 
from   wilfullv   or  wantonly   Injuring  him,  and 
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Mi3s.  361,  30  So.  711;  Atchison,  7.  d  £f.  F. 
fi,  Co.  V.  Weber,  83  Kan.  664,  62  Am.  Rep. 
543,  6  Pao.  877. 

• 

8alitl^  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  Adeline 
Cappier,  the  mother  of  Irvin  Ezelle,  to  re- 
cover damages  resulting  to  her  by  reason  of 
the  loss  of  her  son,  who  was  run  over  by  a 
ear  of  plaintiff  in  error,  and  died  from  the 
injuries  received.  The  trial  court,  at  the 
close  of  the  evidence  introduced  to  support 
a  recoveiy  by  plaintiff  below,  held  that  no 
careless  act  of  the  railway  company's  serv- 
ants in  the  operation  of  the  car  was  shown, 
and  refused  to  permit  the  case  to  be  con- 
sidered by  the  jury  on  the  allegations  and 


attempted  proof  of  such  negligence.  The  p4^- 
tition,  however,  contained  an  averment  that 
the  injured  person  had  one  leg  and  an  arm 
cut  off  by  the  car  wheels,  and  that  the  serv- 
ants of  the  railway  company  failed  to  call  a 
surgeon,  or  to  render  him  any  assistance  aft- 
er the  accident,  but  permitted  him  to  remain 
by  the  side  of  the  tracks  and  bleed  to  death. 
Under  this  charge  of  negligence  a  recovery 
was  had. 

While  attempting  to  cross  the  railway 
tracks,  Ezelle  was  struck  l^  a  moving  freight 
car  pushed  by  an  engine.  A  yardmaster  in 
charge  of  the  switching  operations  was  rid- 
ing on  the  end  of  the  car  nearest  to  the  de- 
ceased, and  gave  warning  by  shouting  to 
him.  The  warning  was  either  too  late,  or 
no  heed  was  given  to  it.    The  engine  was 


that  no  liability  arises  from  the  omission  of 
•  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury,  even  after  the 
presence  of  the  trespasser  and  bis  helpless  con- 
dition are  known.  Griawold  v.  Boston  4b  M.  B. 
<:o.  183  Mass.  484.  67^  N.  B.  864 ;  Mason  v. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  27  Kan.  83,  41  Am.  Rep. 
406. 

But  the  preponderance  of  authority  is  with 
the  position  that  a  merely  technical  trespasser 
does  not  forfeit  his  right  to  the  enjoyment  of 
life;  and  that,  while  he  assumes  the  risk  of 
dangers  incident  to  the  condition  of  premises 
upon  which  he  trespasses,  and  of  Instrumen- 
talities with  which  he  comes  in  contact,  yet, 
when  his  presence  becomes  known  to  the  own- 
er, he  comes  at  once  under  the  protection  of  the 
rule  that  one  must  use  ordinary  care  to  pre- 
vent his  conduct  resulting  In  injury  to  another. 
As  Lord  Denman  has  well  said:  "Everyone  in 
the  conduct  of  that  which  may  be  harmful 
to  others.  If  misconducted.  Is  bound  to  the  use 
of  due  care  and  skill,  and  the  wrongdoer  Is 
not  without  the  pale  of  the  law  for  this  pur- 
pose." Colchester  v.  Brooke,  7  Q.  B.  377.  It 
is  relation,  accompanied  with  knowledge,  or  the 
presumption  of  knowledge,  which  limits  or  con- 
I'dltlons  the  freedom  of  one*s  right  of  action. 
A  man  who  is  alone  In  a  wilderness  is  free 
to  act  as  he  pleases ;  but  when  be  transfers  his 
action  to  an  Inhabited  locality,  where  he  knows, 
or  has  reason  to  believe,  there  are  persons  liable 
to  be«afrected  by  his  acts,  he  must  have  respect 
to  their  right  of  security,  and  must  so  qualify 
bis  conduct  as  to  avoid  doing  them  harm.  Ldke- 
wise,  the  owner  of  premises  may  presume  that 
he  is  alone  In  their  enjoyment,  except  as  he  may 
have  given  invitation  to  others,  and  ia  entitled 
to  the  freedom  of  action  which  his  exclusive 
possession  warrants.  But  when  that  presump- 
tion Is  overcome  by  knowledge  of  another's 
presence,  the  duty  of  using  ordinary  care  to 
avoid  Injury  to  such  person  Immediately  arises. 
•The  farmer  who  disrovers  a  trespasser  crossing 
his  field,  and  the  railroad  company  that  ob- 
wrves  a  man  upon  Its  right  of  way,  have  no 
more  reason  to  omit  ordinary  care  to  prevent 
their  affirmative  acts  resulting  in  injury  to  the 
person  thus  trespassing  upon  their  premises, 
than  they  have  toward  one  who  is  lawfully 
there.  This  knowledge  of  a  trespasser's  pres- 
ence, however.  Is  not  sufficient  to  Impose  the 
duty  of  showing  him  special  care  because  of 
iiome  disability  which  Increases  his  danger,  un- 
le«  his  disability  also  is  known,  or  Is  sufficient- 
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ly  evident  to  the  senses  to  charge  one  with 
knowledge.  Therefore,  the  duty  of  exercising 
snch  special  care  as  the  circumstances  may  re- 
quire to  avoid  injury  to  a  disabled  trespasser 
Is  conditioned  upon  knowledge  of  his  presence 
and  knowledge  of  his  disability. 

c.  Duty  Umited  hy  negligence  of  person  under 
dUaJMity, 

Again  the  rule  denying  relief  to  a  party  in- 
jured, where  his  own  negligence  concurred  with 
that  of  the  defendant  in  causing  the  Injury, 
seems  to  be  regarded  by  some  authorities  as 
based  upon  the  theory  that  the  negligence  of 
the  plaintiff  In  such  case  "Jostlfles  or  excuses 
the  negligence  of  the  defendant.**  Consistent 
with  this  theory,  it  is  held  that  no  duty  la 
owing  a  person  negligently  coming  within  the 
range  of  another's  action,  save  to  refrain  from 
wilfully  or  wantonly  Injuring  him.  Hence, 
these  authorities  deny  to  the  person  injured 
any  remedy,  even  when  his  negligence  was  not 
the  proximate  cause  of  his  injuries;  as  where 
the  injury  to  'which  his  negligence  subjected 
him  might  have  been  avoided  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

But  the  better  reason  for  the  rule  denying 
relief  in  cases  of  concurring  negligence  Is  that 
the  courts  will  not  undertake  an  apportionment 
of  the  damage  where  an  Injury  occurs  through 
the  concurring  acts  of  negligence  of  both  par- 
tlea  Needham  v.  San  Francisco  4b  S.  J.  R.  Co. 
37  Cal.  400,  419 ;  Isbell  v.  New  York  ft  N.  H. 
R.  Co.  27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dec.  78;  Trow 
V.  Vermont  C,  R.  Co.  24  Vt.  487,  494,  68  Am. 
Dec.  191 :  Cleveland,  C.  ft  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Terry. 
8  Ohio  St»  570,  581;  Simpson  v.  Hand,  6 
iWhart.  311,  36  Am.  Dec.  231.  The  party  In- 
flicting Injury  Is  allowed  to  escape  Judgment.  >> 
"because,  from  the  nature  of  the  case.  It  is  un-  /^ 
able  to  ascertain  what  share  of  the  damages 
is  due  to  his  negligence.  He  Is  both  legally 
and  morally  to  blame,  but  there  Is  no  standard^ 
by  which  the  law  can  measure  the  consequences 
of  his  fault,  and  therefore,  and  therefore  only, 
he  Is  allowed  to  go  free  of  Judgment.*'  Hence, 
where  the  negligence  of  the  injured  party  Is  not 
the  proximate  cause  of  his  Injuries,  he  may  be 
entitled  to  damages,  notwithstanding  his  neg> 
llgence,  because  the  reason  for  denying  him  re- 
lief,  where  the  negligence  of  both  parties  con- 
curs la  producing  the  injury,  does  not  exist. 
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stopped.  After  the  injured  man  was  clear 
of  the  track,  the  yardmaster  signaled  the 
4'n^ineer  to  move  ahead,  fearing,  as  he  tes- 
tified, that  a  passenger  train  then  about  due 
would  come  upon  them.  The  locomotive  and 
car  went  forward  over  a  bridge,  where  the 
genera]  yardmaster  was  informed  of  the  ac- 
cident, and  an  ambulance  was  summoned  by 
telephone.  The  yardmaster  then  went  back 
where  the  injured  man  was  lying,  and  found 
three  Union  Pacific  switchmen  binding  up 
the  wounded  limbs  and  doing  what  they 
could  to  stop  the  flow  of  blood.  The  ambu- 
lance arrived  about  thirty  minutes  later,  and 
Kzelle  was  taken  to  a'hospital,  where  he  died 
a  few  hours  aiterwards. 

In  answer  to  particular  questions  of  fact, 
the  jury  found  that  the  accident  occurred 


at  5:35  P.  M.;  that  immediately  one  of  the 
railway  employees  telephoned  to  police  head- 
quarters for  help  for  the  injured  man;  that 
the  ambulance  started  at  6:05  p.  m.,  and 
reached  the  nearest  hospital  with  Ezelle  at 
6:20  P.  M.,  where  he  received  proper  med- 
ical and  surgical  treatment. 

Judgment  against  the  railway  company 
was  based  on  the  following  question  and  ans- 
wer: 

Q.  Did  not  defendant's  employees  bind 
up  Ezelle's  wounds,  and  try  to  stop  the  flow 
of  blood,  as  soon  as  they  could  after  the  ac- 
cident happened? 

A.  No. 

The  lack  of  diligence  in  the  respect  stated 
was  intended,  no  doubt,  to  apply  to  the 
yardmaster,  engineer,  and  fireman  in  charge 


What  duty,  then,  does  the  law  impose  upon 
one  who  Is  brought  Into  relation  to  another 
through  the  latter's  negligence?  According  to 
the  preponderance  of  authority,  it  requires  that 
he  shall  be  In  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
In  the  immediate  action  in  which  he  Is  engaged ; 
and,  if  that  action  is  calculated  to  create  cir- 
cumstances which  imperil  human  life,  he  must 
be  on  the  lookout  In  places  where  persons  may 
be  reasonably  expected  to  be  present  to  prevent 
his  action  resulting  in  injury.  The  purpose  of 
Huch  lookout  being  to  discover  situations  re- 
<iulring  prevent ive  effort  to  avoid  injury,  Its 
omission  is  negligence,  which  will  subject  one 
to  liability,  although  the  danger  to  which  the 
injured  party  was  subjected  was  unknown  to 
him.  if  it  might  have  been  known  in  time  to 
avoid  injury,  had  the  proper  lookout  been 
maintained.  And,  of  course,  where  the  danger 
of  the  negligent  party  is  discovered,  ordinary 
care  requires  preventive  effort  to  avoid  the 
infliction  of  Injury  according  to  the  demands 
of  the  situation.  In  a  word,  the  law  holds  all 
persons  to  the  observance  of  ordinary  care 
always  when  brought  into  relation  to  others, 
and  charges  them  with  the  consequences  of  the 
failure  of  that  duty,  if  such  negligence,  and 
not  the  preceding  negligence  of  the  injured 
party,  is  the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury. 

The  leading  authority  for  this  doctrine  is  the 
early  case  of  Davies  v.  Mann,  10  Mees.  ft  W. 
546,  where  It  appeared  that  the  plaintiff,  hav- 
ing fettered  the  fore  feet  of  his  donkey,  tnrned 
it  into  the  highway.  Thereafter  the  defendant 
croming  down  a  slight  descent  with  a  team  and 
ivagon.  at  a  smartish  pace,  ran  against  the 
donkey,  and  knocked  It  down,  and,  the  wheels 
passing  ovor  it,  it  died  from  Its  injuries.  Parke. 
B.,  said :  "Although  the  ass  may  have  been 
wrongfully  there,  still  the  defendant  was  bound 
to  go  along  the  road  at  such  a  pace  as  would 
be  likely  to  prevent  mischief.  Were  this  not 
-so,  a  man  might  justify  the  driving  over  goods 
left  on  a  public  highway,  or  even  over  a  man 
lying  asleep  there,  or  the  punwsoly  running 
against  a  carriage  going  on  the  wrong  side  of 
(he  road." 

The  doctrine  of  this  case  is  now  generally 
nrcepted  by  the  courts  of  the  United  States. 
Sec  uoiP..  Doctrine  of  '*la%t  clear  chance,"  55 
L.  R.  A.  4 IS. 

The  foregoing  rules  respecting  the  care  due 
to  trespassers  and  persons  guilty  of  contrlb 
utory  negligence  are  applicable  to  situations 
09  L.  R.  A. 


where  the  person  to  be  affected  is  suffering  from 
some  disability,  with  this  addition,  that,  where  ' 
such  person's  disability  is  known,  or  with  or- 
dinary care  might  have  been  discovered,  where 
the  duty  to  discover  exists,  then  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injury  Includes  such  an  increased 
measure  of  care  as  an  ordinarily  prudent  person 
would  exercise,  In  view  of  the  helplessness  of 
the  person  to  be  affected,  and  the  danger  to  be 
avoided.  The  law  will  not  tolerate  the  Inflic- 
tion of  unnecessary  injury  upon  one  who  has 
negligently  brought  himself  within  the  range 
of  the  otherwise  lawful  action  of  another.  And 
where  such  person  is  not  only  less  culpable, 
because  of  infirmities  which  render  it  more 
difllcult  for  him  to  avoid  the  place  of  danger, 
o^  because  of  some  disability  which  has  over- 
taken him  after  coming  to  such  place,  but  Is 
also  less  able  to  escape  from  the  danger  into 
which  he  has  come,  there  is  the  more  reason 
for  requiring  those  coming  into  relation  to 
him  to  exercise  due  care  to  avoid  doing  him 
harm,  and  to  so  qualify  their  action  as  the  na- 
ture of  the  disability  may  demand,  If  the  same 
has  come  to  their  knowledge. 

d.  Another's  negligence  not  excuse  for  toilful  or 
wanton  injury. 

While  some  authorities  deny  the  existence 
of  the  duty  of  observing  ordinary  care  to  avoid 
Injury  either  to  a  trespasser  or  to  one  J^lilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  even  as  to  affirm- 
ative acts  calculated  to  imperil  human  life,  all 
courts  agree  that  such  circumstances  are  never 
an  excuse  for  an  Injury  wilfully  or  wantonly 
inflicted. 

The  elements  necessary  to  chur«cteri«e  an 
Injury  as  wilfully  Inflicted  in  such  rases  are: 
(1;  Knowledge  of  a  situation  requiring  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence  to 
avert  injury  to  another;  (2)  ability  to  avoid  ^ 
the  resulting  harm  by  ordinary  care  and  dili- 
gence in  the  use  of  the  means  at  hand;  (3) 
the  omission  to  use  such  care  and  diligence  to 
avert  the  threatened  danger,  when  to  the  or- 
dinary mind  it  must  be  apparent  that  the 
result  Is  likely  to  prove  disastrous  to  another. 
Such  omission,  of  course,  may  arise  from  a 
deliberate  purpose  to  inflict  injury,  but  It  Is 
more  commonly  due  to  that  rpckless  disregard 
for  the  safety  of  others  to  which  the  law  Im- 
putes an  intention  to  do  harm.  Western  Mary- 
land R.  Co.  V.  Kehoe,  83  Md.  434,  452,  86  Atl. 
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of  the  ear  and  engine.  These  facts  Imnoj 
us  to  a  consideration  of  the  lej^U  duty  of 
these  employeo.s  toward  tlio  injured  man 
after  his  condition  became  known.  Counsel 
for  defendant  in  error  ipiote  the  languai^e 
found  in  Beach  on  Contributorj'  Negjigenee. 
3d  ed.  §  215,  as  follows:  **Under  certain  cir- 
cumstances, the  railroad  may  owe  a  duty  to 
a  trespasser  alter  the  injury.  When  a  tres- 
passer has  been  run  down,  it  is  the  plain 
duty  of  the  railway  company  to  render  what- 
ever sen'ice  is  possible  to  mitigate  the  ae- 
t'erity  of  the  injury.  The  train  that  has  oc- 
casioned the  harm  must  be  stopped,  and  the 
injured  person  looked  after,  and.  when  it 
seems  necessary,  removed  to  a  place  of  safe- 
ty, and  carefully  nursed,  until  other  relief 
can   be   brought   to   the    disabled    person." 


The  principal  authority  eit^  in  support 
of  this  doctrine  is  Northern  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
State,  29  Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec.  545.  The 
court  in  that  case  first  held  that  there  was 
evidence  enough  to  justify  the  jury  in  find 
ing  that  the  operatives  of  the  train  were 
negligent  in  running  it  too  fast  over  a  road 
crossing  without  sounding  the  whistle,  and 
that  the  number  of  brakemen  was  insuffi- 
cient to  check  its  speed.  Such  negligenc*' 
was  held  sufficient  to  uphold  the  verdict,  and 
would  s«»m  to  be  all  that  was  necessary  to 
be  said.  The  court,  however,  proceeded  to 
state  that,  from  whatever  cause  the  collision 
occurred,  it  was  the  duty  of  the  servants  of 
the  company,  when  the  man  was  found  on 
the  pilot  of  the  engine  in  a  helpless  and  in- 
sensible   condition,    to    remove    him,    and 


90;  West  Virginia  C.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  State.  06 
Md.  652,  667.  61  L.  R.  A.  574,  54  Atl.  669; 
Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Lankford,  88  Tex.  499, 
81  S.  W.  355. 

The  distlnctiou  between  mere  negligence  to- 
ward a  person  In  peril,  after  his  situation 
has  been  discovered,  and  the  wilful  or  wanton 
Infliction  of  an  injury,  is  frequently  overlooked, 
and  is  ttie  occasion  for  some  conflict  among  the 
authorities.  It  is  perhaps  true,  also,  that  some 
of  the  oases  call  for  some  discrimination  in  de- 
termining whether  an  act  is  merely  negligent 
or  wilful.  And  the  question  is  troublesome 
mostly  to  those  courts  which  refuse  to  apply 
the  doctrine  of  proximate  cause  to  plaintiff's 
negligence.  But  that  such  distinction  exists 
Is  evident.  For  instance,  a  rallroftd  company 
has  been  held  liable  for  an  Injury  Inflicted 
through  the  negligent  refusal  of  an  engineer 
to  obey  a  signal  to  stop  his  train  upon  the 
discovery  by  the  brakeman  of  a  sleeping  boy 
under  a  car.  If,  however,  the  brakeman  who 
made  the  discovery  in  such  case  had  omitted 
his  efforts  to  have  the  train  stopped  after  see- 
ing the  boy's  peril,  the  injury  would  have  been 
wilful.  Garza  v.  Texas  Mexican  R.  Co.  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  41  S.  W.  172.  It  is  likewise  apparent 
that  the  duty  to  a  person  in  peril,  after  the  dis- 
covery of  his  situation,  may  be  performed  In 
such  a  manner  as  to  render  the  guilty  party  li- 
able as  for  negligence,  when  his  conduct  conld 
not  be  denominated  as  wanton  or  wilful.  Thus, 
In  Donahoe  v.  Wabash.  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  8«  Mo. 
543,  whefe  a  locomotive  engineer,  seeing  chil- 
dren near  the  track,  and  women  running  toward 
his  train,  and  excitedly  waving  their  hands,  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  distant,  put  his  hand  on  the 
throttle,  "thinking  something  might  turn  up," 
but  made  no  effort  to  check  the  speed  of  the 
train,  until  he  discovered  a  child  two  and  one- 
half  years  old  on  the  track  about  250  feet  in 
front  of  him,  the  railroad  company  was  held 
liable  for  negligence  and  carelessness  In  dis- 
regarding warnings  with  reference  to  a  condi- 
tion of  danger,  which  clearly  gave  notice,  and 
demanded  that  the  train  should  be  checked  or 
stopped.  And  there  are  numerous  authorities 
which  hold  that  one  may  be  liable  for  a  mere 
Inadvertence  In  his  conduct  toward  a  trespasser 
or  person  guilty  of  contributory  negligence  after 
the  danger  of  such  person  has  been  discovered. 
See,  among  other  authorities  cited  In  this  note, 
Louis^'lIle  .«  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Vanarsdell,  2r»  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  143>,  77  S.  W.  1103;  Clark  v.  Wilmlng- 
69  L.  R.  A.    • 


ton  &  W.  R.  Co.  Km  N.  C.  430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749, 
14  S.  E.  43 :  Isuiiel  v.  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co. 
60  Mo.  475:  Heddles  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  77  Wis.  228,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  46  N.  W. 
115;  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Wllkerson. 
4«  Ark.  513:  Meeks  v.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  56 
Cal.  513,  38  Am.  Rep.  67. 

e.  Summaip. 

The  sum  of  the  foregoing  principles,  and  of 
the  preponderance  of  authority  under  the  de- 
cisions collected  in  this  note,  may  be  concisely 
stated  as  follows : 

That  the  duty  of  exercising  ordinary  care 
to  prevent  Injury  resulting  from  one's  lawful 
action  arises  immediately  when  one  comes  Into 
relation  to  others.  That  this  relation  may  l>e 
actual,  as  where  persons  are  known  to  be  pres- 
ent within  the  range  of  one's  action,  or  it  may 
be  prospective,  as  where  the  action  occurs  in 
a  place  where  others  may  reasonably  be  ex- 
pected to  be  present.  That,  when  the  relation 
is  prospective  in  Its  nature,  ordinary  care  re- 
quires a  due  degree  of  caution  In  one's  action. 
In  proportion  to  the  probability  of  others  being 
affected,  and  In  mere  anticipation  of  their 
presence.  It  requires,  further,  that  the  person 
acting  be  on  the  lookout  to  discover  the  pres 
ence  of  others  within  the  range  of  his  action. 
And  for  an  injury  resulting  from  the  failure 
of  this  duty,  or  from  want  of  due  care  in  the 
performance  of  the  action  causing  Injury,  one 
may  be  liable  In  damages,  although  he  was 
without  knowledge  of  the  Injured  person's  pres- 
ence, and  although  the  Injured  party  was 
guilty  of  negligence  not  the  proximate  cause 
of  his  Injury.  That  this  prospective^  relation 
cannot  exist  as  to  trespassers,  because  persons 
cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  be  present 
In  places  where  they  have  no  right  to  be;  and. 
therefore,  no  duty  arises  as  to  trespassers  until 
one  is  brought  Into  actual  relation  to  them 
through  knowledge  of  their  presence.  That. 
Anally,  when  one  Is  brought  Into  actual  relation 
to  another,  he  is  bound  to  use  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  Injury  to  him,  whether  the  latter  Is  a 
trespasser  or  not,  and  although  his  negligence 
has  contributed  to  the  creation  of  a  situation 
requiring  preventive  effort  on  the  part  of  others 
to  avoid  Injury:  and  neither  of  these  circum- 
stances can  in  any  event  Justify  a  wilful  or 
wanton  Injury.  That  In  all  these  varied  rein 
tlons.   except   that   imposing   the   duty  of  dis- 
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do  it  with  proper  regard  to  his  safety  and 
the  laws  of  humanity.  In  that  case  the 
injured  person  was  taken  in  charge  by  the 
servants  of  the  railway  company,  and,  be- 
ing apparently  dead,  without  notice  to  his 
family,  or  sending  for  a  physician  to  ascer- 
tain his  condition,  he  was  moved  to  defend- 
ant's warehouse,  laid  on  a  plank,  and  locked 
up  for  the  night.  The  next  morning,  when 
the  warehouse  was  opened,  it  was  found 
that  during  the  night  the  man  had  revived 
from  his  stunned  condition,  and  moved  some 
]>aces  from  the  spot  where  he  had  been  laid, 
and  was  found  in  a  stooping  posture,  dead, 
but  still  warm,  having  died  from  hemor- 
rhage of  the  arteries  of  one  leg  which  was 
crushed  at  and  above  the  knee.  It  had  been 
propoMd  to  place  him  in  the  defendant's 


station  house,  which  was  a  comfortable 
building,  but  the  telegraph  operator  object- 
ed, and  directed  him  to  be  taken  into  the 
warehouse,  a  place  used  for  the  deposit  of 
old  barrels  and  other  rubbish.  The  Mary- 
land c^se  does  hot  support  what  is  so  broad- 
ly stated  in  Beach  on  Contributory  Negli- 
gence. It  is  cited  by  Judge  Gooley,  in  his 
work  on  Torts,  in  a  note  to. a  chapter  de- 
voted to  the  negligence  of  bailees  (chap.  20) , 
indicating  that  the  learned  author  under- 
stood the  reasoning  of  the  decision  to  apply 
where  the  duty  b^gan  after  the  railway  em- 
ployees had  taken  charge  of  the  injured  per- 
son. After  the  trespasser  on  the  track  of  a 
railway  company  has  been  injured  in  col- 
lision with  %  train,  and  the  servants  of  the 
company  have  assumed  to  take  charge  of 


<-overy,  the  disability  of  the  party  to  be  aflCected 
by  one*8  action  imposes  the  daty  of  exercising 
greater  care  to  avoid  injury,  according  to  the 
demands  of  the  situation,  than  is  required  to- 
ward persons  generally.  But,  since  a  person 
under  disability  \b  an  exception  to  the  condition 
of  persons  generally,  the  duty  of  observing 
special  care  as  to  such  person  does  not  arise 
until  his  disability  is  known,  or  until  circum- 
Htances  are  presented  which  are  sufficient  to 
charge  one  with  knowledge  thereof;  and  until 
such  disability  is  known,  or  may  be  known  by 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  where  the  du^ 
to  discover  exists,  one  has  the  right  to  pre- 
sume that  a  person  with  whom  he  is  brought 
into  relation  is  in  the  possession  of  all  his 
faculties,  and  has  the  ability  of  people  gen- 
erally to  care  for  himself.  That,  while  the 
duty  to  discover  another^s  disability  is  imposed 
at  places  where  persons  are  likely  to  be  present, 
the  measure  of  care  required  under  such  circum- 
stances is  no  greater  than  that  imposed  as  to 
persons  generally,  until  the  disability  is  known. 
That  this  duty  of  exercising  special  care  in 
respect  to  helpless  persons  is  applicable  to  sit- 
uations where  one's  action  has  resulted  in  In- 
Jury  to  another,  either  with  or  without  his 
fault,  and  requires  the  removal  of  the  injured 
party  to  a  place  of  safety,  where  his  injury 
may  receive  proper  attention,  to  prevent  ag- 
gravation of  the  injury. 

IV.  Duty  to  avoid  injury, 
a.  To  the  Hck  and  infirm. 

The  obligation  to  exercise  greater  care  to 
avoid  Injury  to  the  sick  and  the  infirm,  than 
is  required  toward  the  strong,  is  not  based  upon 
sentiment,  other  than  the  value  which  the  law 
commonly  sets  upon  human  life.  It  is  simply 
the  recognition  of  a  measure  of  helplessness  In 
such  persons,  which  must  be  met  with  a  care 
commensurate  with  the  necessities  of  their  sit- 
uation. Bray  v.  Latham,  81  Ga.  640,  8  S.  B. 
64 ;  Cincinnati,  I.  St.  L.  &  C.  U.  Co.  v.  Cooper, 
120  Ind.  460,  473,  6  L.  R.  A.  241,  16  Am.  St. 
Rep.  334.  22  N.  E.  340. 

But  the  greater  care  demanded  in  such  cases 
Is  not  different  in  degree  from  that  required  to- 
ward those  having  no  bodily  Infirmity.  In 
either  case  only  ordinary  care  is  required,  as 
measured  by  the  demands  of  the  particular  sit- 
uation. CuIbertBon  v.  Holliday.  .50  Neb.  229, 
r»9  L.  R.  A. 


69  N.  W.  858;  Cleveland,  C.  ft  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Tory,  8  Ohio  St.  670,  581;  Sleeper  v.  San- 
down,  62  N.  H.  244;  Stanley  v.  Cedar  Rapids 
ft  M.  C.  R.  Co.  119  Iowa,  526,  532,  93  N.  W.  489. 

"A  sick  or  aged  person,  a  delicate  woman, 
a  lame  man,  or  a  child,  is*  entitled  to  more 
attention  and  care  from  a  railroad  company 
than  one  In  good  health  and  under  no  disability. 
They  are  entitled  to  more  time  in  which  to  get 
on  or  off  the  cars;  they  are  entitled  to  more 
consideration  when  crossing  a  street,  to  the 
end  that  the  cars  shall  not  run  over  them.". 
Sheridan  v.  Brooklyn  City  ft  N.  R.  Co.  36  N 
Y.  39,  93  Am.  Dec.  490. 

The  old,  the  lame,  and  the  infirm  are  en- 
titled to  the  use  of  the  streets;  and  more  care 
must  be  exercised  toward  them  by  engineers  Ifi 
charge  of  railroad  trains  than  toward  those  who 
have  better  powers  of  motion.  If  an  aged  or 
infirm  person  is  seen  upon  the  track,  and  it  ap- 
pears that  he  will  not  escape  in  time  to  avoid 
injury,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  engineer  to  stop 
the  train.  If  he  can,  so  that  the  disabled  person 
can  make  his  escape.  0*Mare  v.  Hudson  River 
R.  Co.  38  N.  T.  446,  98  Am.  Dec.  61 :  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Welsen,  65  Tex.  443. 

It  Is  the  duty  of  a  street  railway  company  to 
run  its  cars  with  due  regard  to  the  rights  of  the 
Infirm,   of   aged    persons,   and   of   children   of  . 
tender  years.     All  of  these  classes  of  persons  ^ 
have  the  right  to  use  the  public  streets,  and  ) 
the  railroad  company  is  liable  for  the  damages/ 
they  sustain,  If  It  does  not  use  due  care.  In] 
proportion  to  the  danger,  to  prevent.  Injury  to 
the  various  classes.     Indianapolis  Street  R.  Co. 
V.  Schomberg  (Ind.  App.)  71  N.  B.  237.    • 

A  railroad  company  operating  its  trains  along 
a  public  thoroughfare,  and  knowing  that  old 
and  infirm  persons,  children,  and  drunken  per- 
sons are  liable  at  all  times  to  be  abroad  on  the 
street,  must  use  every  precaution  to  avoid  in- 
flicting injury.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hutchinson. 
47  III.  408. 

Where  a  person  upon  a  railroad  track  is 
taken  with  a  sudden  and  violent  sickness  and 
prostration.  It  is  the  duty  of  those  in  charge  of 
a  railroad  train  to  exercise  ordinary  care,  not 
only  to  protect  such  person  when  discovered  in 
a  helpless  condition  upon  the  track,  but  also  to 
ascertain  whether  he  is  upon  the  track  in  such 
condition.  Yoaktim  v.  Mettasch  (Tex.  Clv. 
App.)  26  S.  W.  129. 

A  railroad  company  owes  to  a  roan  lying  in- 
sensible upon  a  railroad  track  the  d  aty  to  avoid 
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him,  tlu'  tlut.v  jiriKes  to  exercise  such  care  in 
his  treatment  as  the  circumstances  will  al- 
low. We  are  unable,  however,  to  approve 
the  doctrine  that  when  the  acts  of  a  tres- 
passer himself  result  in  his  injury,  where 
his  own  negligent  conduct  is  alone  the  cause, 
those  in  charge  of  the  injstniment  which  in- 
flicted the  hurt,  being  innocent  of  wrong- 
doing, are  nevertheless  blamable  in  law  if 
they  neglect  to  administer  to  the  sufferings 
of  him  whose  wounds  we  might  say  were 
self-imposed. 

With  the  humane  side  of  the  question 
courts  are  not  concerned.  It  is  the  omission 
or  negligent  discharge  of  legal  duties  only 
which  come  within  the  sphere  of  judicial 
cognizance.  For  withholding  relief  from  the 
suffering,  for  failure  to  respond  to  the  calls 


of  worthy  charity,  or  for  faltering  in  the 
bestowment  of  brotherly  love  on  the  unfor- 
tunate, penalties  are  found  not  in  the  laws 
of  men,  but  in  that  higher  law,  the  violation 
of  which  is  condemned  by  the  voice  of  con- 
science, whose  sentence  of  punishment  for 
the  recreant  act  is  swift  and  sure.  In  the 
law  of  contracts  it  is  now  well  understood 
that  a  promise  founded  on  a  moral  obliga- 
tion will  not  be  enforced  in  the  courts. 
Bishop  states  that  some  of  the  older  author- 
ities recognize  a  moral  obligation  as  valid, 
and  says:  "Such  a  doctrine,  carried  to  its 
legitimate  results,  would  release  the  tribu- 
nals from  the  duty  to  administer  the  law  of 
the  land,  and  put  in  the  place  of  law  the 
varying  ideas  of  morals  which  the  changing 
incumbents  of  the  bench  might  from  timo  to 


iDjurinx  bim,  if,  by  the  exercise  of  due  care, 
his  situation  can  be  discovered  in  time  to  stop 
the  train;  and  the  failure  to  make  such  dis- 
covery, and  to  stop  the  train,  because  of  the 
unlawful  speed  at  which  the  train  Is  traveling, 
is  negligence.  Hankerson  v.  Southwestern  R. 
€o.  59  6a.  598,  61  Ga.  114,  72  Ga.  182. 

A  railroad  company  may  be  liable  for  running 
over  an  Idiot  at  a  crossing,  if  Its  employees  In 
charge  of  the  train  saw  him  upon  the  track, 
or  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  could  have 
seen  him,  in  time  to  stop  the  train,  and  had 
actual  knowledge,  or  reasonable  ground  for  the 
l)ellef,  that,  on  account  of  some  mental  or 
physical  Infirmity,  the  idiot  could  not  step  off 
the  track  In  time  to  avoid  Injury.  Dally  v. 
Richmond  ft  D.  R.  Co.  100  N.  C.  301,  11  S.  ES. 
.S20. 

But  where  an  engineer  at  once  gives  the 
alarm  signals  upon  discovering  a  man  lying 
upon  the  track,  reverses  the  engine,  and  does 
all  in  his  power  to  avoid  running  over  him,  no 
liability,  as  for  gi'oss  negligence,  arises,  al- 
though the  man's  presence  on  the  track  Is  due 
to  his  having  fallen  there  in  an  unconscious  con- 
dition from  the  effects  of  a  fever.  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Brown  (Tex.)  18  8.  W.  670. 

It  is  well  known  that  women  when  pregnant 
are  more  likely  to  be  nervously  affected,  and 
that  any  fright  or  Injury  sustained  under  such 
circumstances  Is  liable  to  be  attended  with 
serious  consequenceB.  Therefore,  where  a  land- 
lord entered  upon  the  premises  of  his  tenant, 
and.  In  the  presence  of  the  latter's  wife,  whom 
he  knew  to  be  far  advanced  In  pregnancy,  made 
an  assault  upon  some  negroes,  and  his  con- 
duct so  frightened  the  lessee's  wife  that  a  mis- 
carriage and  consequent  ill  health  resulted,  he 
was  held  liable  for  these  consequt»nceR.  Hill 
V.  Klmlmll,  76  Tex.  210,  7  L.  R.  A.  619**18S. 
W.  50. 

In  the  foregoing  rases  the  negligence  for 
which  a  liability  was  Imposed  Is  based  upon  the 
failure  to  exercise  the  greater  care  which  the 
known  physirni  Infirmity  of  the  pei-son  injured 
manifestly  demanded.  But  the  physically  in- 
firm are,  likewise,  entitled  to  exemption  from 
the  consequences  of  another's  omission  to  ex- 
ercise the  care  due  to  persons  generally,  even 
though  their  disabilities  are  oot  known  to  the 
negligent  party.  One  cannot  escape  from  11a- 
hlllty  for  the  conaequpnces  of  his  negligent  act 
because  the  person  injured  was  already  crip- 
pled or  suffering  from  some  disease  which 
GO  L.  R.  A. 


tended  to  aggravate  or  enlarge  the  results  of 
his  negligence.  If  he  has  been  guilty  of  an  act 
which  Is  negligent  In  its  nature  as  to  i>ersons 
generally,  he  Is  liable  for  the  consequences  of 
his  negligence  to  a  person  under  disability, 
although  the  same  consequences  might  not  have 
attended  the  action  if  the  person  affected  had 
been  sound  In  body. 

"The  duty  of  care,  and  of  abstaining  from 
injuring  another.  Is  due  to  the  weak,  the  sick, 
the  Infirm,  equally  with  the  healthy  and  strong, 
and  when  that  duty  Is  violated  the  measure  of 
damage  Is  the  Injury  Inflicted,  even  though  that 
Injury  might  have  been  aggravated,  or  might 
not  have  happened  at  all  but  for  the  peculiar 
physical  condition  of  the  person  Injured.*'  In 
this  case  It  was  held  that  a  child's  Inheritance 
of  an  hysterical  diathesis  In  no  manner  affected 
her  right  to  protection  from  hi  jury  through 
defendant's  negligence.  Laplelne  v.  Morgan's 
L.  ft  T.  R.  ft  S.  8.  Co.  40  La.  Ann.  661,  1  I.. 
R.  A.  ,^78.  4  So.  875 ;  Tice  v.  Munn,  94  N.  Y. 
621. 

Where  a  person  partially  recovered  from  a 
fractured  limb,  which  Is  still  weak  and  more 
susceptible  to  fracture  than  It  would  have  been 
If  the  injury  had  not  occurred,  receives  an  In- 
jury resulting  In  a  second  fracture,  the  party 
causing  the  Injury  cannot  escape  liability  for 
the  consequences  of  his  fault  hecause  such  In 
Jury  may  have  been  aggravated,  or  more  easily 
caused,  by  reason  of  the  first  fracture.  Drless 
V.  Frederlch,  73  Tex.  460,  11  S.  W.  493. 

The  duty  of  municipal  corporations  to  keep 
their  Htt;eet8  in  reasonable  repair  extends  to  the 
sick  and  infirm,  as  well  as  to  the  healthy  and 
stronj^:  All  have  a  right  to  use  the  streets,  and 
to  nely  upon  the  performance  of  this  duty.  A 
person  Is  not  to  be  precluded,  therefore,  from 
recovering  for  Injuries  resulting  from  a  breach 
of  this  duty,  because  at  the  time  he  was  suffer- 
ing from  some  disability  which  rendered  him 
more  susceptible  to  injury  than  one  who  Is  with- 
out physical  infirmity,  If  he  was  In  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care,  as  measured  by  the  conduct 
of  persons  of  ordinary  prudence,  when  under 
like  dl.Mablllty,  and  under  similar  circumstances. 

The  sidewalks  of  the  city  are  for  the  use  of 
those  with  organic  predisposition  to  disease,  as 
well  as  for  the  healthy  and  robust,  and  the 
former  are  entitled  to  have  them  made  reason 
ably  safe  for  such  use.  Any  injuries  which  thoy 
may  sustain  by  reason  of  defects  In  such  side 
walks,  which  result  In  aggravating  an  aln-udy 
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time  eiittrtiiin."  Biuhop,  Contr.  i  44. 
Kzi>lle'8  InjurieH  were  inflicted,  a«  the  court 
below  held,  without  the  fault  of  the  yard- 
niaAter,  engineer,  or  fireman  in  charge  of  the 
i'4ir  and  locomotive.  The  railway  company 
was  no  more  renponsible  than  it  would  have 
Ijeen  had  the  deceased  been  run  down  by  the 
cars  of  another  railroad  company  on  a  track 
parallel  with  that  of  plaintiff  in  error.  If 
no  duty  was  imposed  on  the  servants  of  de- 
fendant below  to  take  charge  of  and  care  for 
the  wounded  man  in  such  a  case,  how  could 
a  duty  arise  under  the  circumstances  of  the 
<*ase  at  bar?  In  Barrows  on  Negligence,  p. 
4,  it  is  said:  **The  duty  must  be  owing 
from  the  defendant  to  the  plaintiff;  other- 
wise there  can  be  no  negligence,  so  far  as 
the  plaintiff  is  concerned.  .  .  .  And  the 
duty  must  be  owing  to  plaintiff  in  an  indi- 
vidual capacity,  and  not  merely  as  one  of 
the  general  public.  This  excludes  from  ac- 
tionable negligence  all  failures  to  observe 
the  obligations  imposed  by  charity,  grati- 


tude, generosity,  and  the  kindred  virtues. 
The  moral  law  would  obligate  an  attempt  to 
rescue  a  person  in  a  perilous  position, — as  a 
drowning  child, — ^but  the  law  of  the  land 
does  not  require  it,  no  matter  how  littK» 
personal  risk  it  might  involve,  provided  that 
the  person  who  declines  to  act  is  not  re- 
sponsible for  the  peril."  See  Kenney  v. 
Hannibal  d  8t,  J.  R,  Co.  70  Mo.  252-257. 
In  the  several  cases  cited  in  the  brief  of 
counsel  for  defendant  in  error  to  sustain  the 
judgment  of  the  trial  court  it  will  be  found 
that  the  negligence  on  which  recoveries  were 
based  occurred  after  the  time  when  the  per- 
son injured  was  in  the  custody  and  care  of 
those  who  were  at  fault  in  failing  to  give 
him  proper  treatment. 

The  judgment  of  the  court  below  will  be 
reversed,  with  directions  to  enter  judgment 
on  the  findings  of  the  jury  in  favor  of  the 
railway  company. 

All  the  Justices  concur. 


diseased  condltloD,  are  results  for  which  the 
city  must  respond.  If  diip  to  its  neKllgenoe. 
Denve;  v.  Hyatt,  28  Colo.  139.  »3  Pac.  403; 
McNaaara  v.  ClintonvlUe.  tt2  Wis.  207.  51  Am. 
Rep.  722.  22  N.  W.  472:  Sinalley  v.  Appleton, 
75  Wis.  18,  43  N.  W,  826;  Hall  v.  (^adillac. 
114  Mich.  90.  72  N.  W.  33, 

A  municipal  corporation  cannot  escape  lia- 
bility for  fCti  Injury  caused  by  a  defective  side- 
walk, resulting  In  necrosis  of  the  humerus,  ai- 
thouKh  the  Injury  would  not  have  l»een  attended 
with  such  result  but  for  a  previous  organic 
tendency  to  scrofula  in  the  party  Injured.  A 
city  is  "chargeable  with  knowledge  that  people 
of  different:  ixKllly  conditions,  travel  lU  streets, 
and  that  nmon^  these  are  the  weak,  the  de- 
crepit, and  those  with  organic  predisposition  to 
disease.  It  is  reasonable  to  expect  that  In  cer- 
tain cases.  If  an  Injury  happen  to  one  of  the 
latter  class,  his  full  recovery  therefrom  may  l^e 
retarded  or  prevented  by  such  predi8iM38ltioD 
or  tendency  to  disease.  Ih  the  present  case  the 
defendant  Is  chargeable  with  knowledge  that 
persons  with  a  constitutional  tendency  to 
scrofula  (a  very  large  class  In  any  community) 
constantly  travel  Its  streets  and  sidewalks,  and 
that  such  tendency  to  that  disease  might  great- 
ly aggravate  a  bodily  Injury.  Hence,  It  had 
reasonable  grounds  to  expect  that.  If  one  of  that 
class  were  Injured  by  reason  of  the  admitted 
defect  in  the  sidewalk,  the  disease  might  de- 
velop, and  greatly  i-etard,  and  perhaps  prevent, 
a  cure,  as  in  this  case."  Stewart  v.  Rlpon,  38 
Wis.  584,  591. 

One  who  Is  crippled,  and  necessarily  uses 
crutches,  has  the  same  right  to  use  the  side- 
walks of  a  town  as  anyone  who  Is  not  in  his 
condition.  And  If  the  sidewalk  is  unsafe  for 
persons  having  the  use  of  their  limlis.  the  fact 
that  one  is  a  cripple  will  not  defeat  his  right  of 
recovery  for  injuries  sustained  from  a  defect 
In  the  walk.  If  he  used  care  proportionate  to 
his  condition.  But  "it  la  not  the  duty  of  the 
city,  in  the  construction  and  repair  of  Its  side- 
walks, to  provide  against  injury  to  a  person  in 
a  crippled  condition  any  further  than  for  i>er 
sons  having  the  ordinary  use  of  their  physical 
powers:  all  It  is  required  to  do  is  to  use  ordl- 
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nury  care  to  keep  the  walks  in  a  reasonably  safe 
condition  for  persons  using  ordinary  care,  and 
with  the  ordinary  capacity  to  care  for  them- 
selves."   Mt.  Vernon  v.  Brooks.  39  HI.  App.  426. 

This  duty  of  a  municipality  to  keep  Its 
highways  in  repair  for  the  sick  extends  to  wo- 
men In  the  state  of  pregnancy.  The  suscepti- 
bility of  a  pregnant  woman  to  injury  does  not 
relieve  a  municipality  from  liability  for  the 
consequences  of  an  omission  of  such  duty.  It 
Is  under  obligation  to  keep  Its  streets  in  such 
repair  that  they  will  be  reasonably  safe  for  a 
woman  In  her  condition  to  travel  over.  I^ewls 
V.  Independence,  54  Mo.  App.  183. 

Likewise,  as  to  other  negligent  acts,  pregnant 
women  are  held  to  be  entitled  to  damages  for 
Injuries  suffered  In  consequence  thereof,  al- 
though such  consequences  would  not  have  at- 
tended the  negligent  act  but  for  the  existence  of 
pregnancy.  Thus,  where  a  railroad  company's 
cars  leave  Its  track,  and  are  sent  crashing  Into 
the  house  of  a  pregnant  woman,  and  the  fright 
thereby  Induced  causes  a  miscarriage,  the  rail- 
road company  Is  liable.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  V.  Hunerberg.  16  III.  App.  387. 

A  trespasser  who  uses  violent  and  abusive 
language  to  a  woman,  which  so  visibly  affects 
her  that  he  must  know  that  injury  will  result, 
cannot  be  excused  from  the  consequences  of  his 
misconduct,  upon  the  ground  that  the  same 
results  would  not  follow  but  for  her  pregnancy, 
which  fact  Is  unknown  to  him.  Brownback  v. 
Fralley,  78  III.  App.  262. 

Likewise,  a  landlord  who,  with  knowledge 
that  the  wife  of  a  tenant  holding  over  Is  con- 
fined to  her  bed  with  heart  disease,  commences 
to  tear  down  the  house  on  the  next  day  after 
the  expiration  of  the  lease,  thereby  aggravating 
her  illness,  is  liable  for  her  miscarriage  and 
death,  if  they  are  the  proximate  result  of  his 
trespass.  PreLner  v.  WIelandt.  48  App.  Div. 
569.  fi2  N.  Y.  Supp.  890. 

And  where  an  Intoxicated  person  causes  a 
pregnant  woman  to  flee  in  fright,  and  she  falls 
while  attempting  to  climb  a  fence,  which  re- 
sults in  a  miscarriage,  he  is  'Ir.ble  for  the  con- 
8c«iuenceH.     Barhee  v.  Ueese,  00  Miss.  fl06. 

But   where  the  injury  resulted  from  the  use 
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of  threats  and  abusive  language  to  a  pregnant 
woman's  husband,  and  the  defendant  had 
neither  knowledge  of  her  presence  nor  of  her 
condition,  it  was  held  thai  defendant  was  not 
liable  for  a  miscarriage  induced  by  his  con- 
duct. Phillips  V.  Diokerson,  85  111.  11,  28  Am. 
Uep.  607. 

And  in  Renner  y.  Canfleld,  36  Minn.  90,  1 
Am.  St.  Uep.  654,  30  N.  W.  435,  recovery  was 
denied  for^  the  miscarriage  of  a  pregnant  wo- 
man, produced  by  fright  from  the  unlawful 
shooting  of  a  dog,  where  the  presence  of  the 
woman  was  unknown  to  the  person  doing  the 
shooting. 

According  to  some  authorities,  misconduct 
inducing  fright,  and  which  results  In  a  mis- 
carriage, does  not  subject  the  guilty  party 
to  liability.  Mitchell  v.  Rochester  R.  Co.  151 
N.  Y.  107,  34  L.  R.  A.  781,  66  Am.  St  Rep. 
604,  45 -N.  B.  854;  Nelson  y.  Crawford,  122 
Mich.  466,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  577,  81  N.  W.  835. 
And  see  further,  upon  recovery  for  such  injury, 
notes.  Recovery  of  damages  for  miscarriage,  32 
L.  R.  A.  142 :  and  Extent  of  treapaeser^s  lia- 
bility for  consequential  injuries  resulting  from 
the  trespass,  53  L.  R.  A.  626,  688. 

b.  To  persons  of  defective  sight  or  hearing. 

The  blind  and  the  deaf  are  entitled  to  the 
same  protection  against  injury  that  the  law 
accords  to  those  in  the  full  possession  of  their 
faculties,  and  may  recover  damages  for  the 
negligent  omission  of  the  ordinary  duties  owing 
the  latter,  although  their  performance  might 
not  have  saved  them  from  the  injury  sustained. 
And,  if  their  disabilities  are  known  to  those 
coming  into  relation  to  them,  the  duty  of 
greater  care  to  avoid  doing  them  harm  imme- 
diately arises:  and  the  failure  to  exercise  such 
increased  care  is  culpable  negligence  within  the 
rale  of  proximate  cause,  stated  above.  If  a 
deaf  man  on  a  railroad  track  fails  to  heed 
the  usual  signals,  and  those  In  charge  of  an 
approaching  train  know  of  his  disability,  or  if 
his  appearance  indicates  that  he  is  insensible 
to  his  danger,  after  warnings  which  a  person  In 
possession  of  all  his  faculties  would  be  likely 
to  heed,  they  must  stop  the  train,  if  necessary, 
to  avoid  injuring  him. 

While  a  village  owes  a  blind  man  no  greater 
duty  with  respect  to  keeping  Its  sidewalks  in 
a  safe  condition  for  public  travel  than  it  owes 
to  others  in  the  full  possession  of  their  fac- 
alties,  yet  such  person,  in  going  upon  the  public 
streets  and  walks,  is  not  to  be  deprived  of  the 
protection  afforded  to  other  cltisens.  Carter 
y.  Nunda,  65  App.  Div.  501,  66  N.  Y.  Supp. 
1050. 

"The  streets  and  sidewalks  are  for  the  bene- 
fit of  all  conditions  of  people,  and  all  have  the 
right,  in  using  them,  to  assume  that  they  are 
In  good  condition,  and  to  regulate  their  con- 
duct upon  that  assumption.  A  person  may 
walk  or  drive  In  the  darkness  of  the  night, 
relying  upon  the  belief  that  the  corporation  has 
performed  its  duty,  and  that  the  street  or  the 
walk  is  In  a  safe  condition.  Ue  walks  by  a 
faith  Justified  by  law,  and  if  his  faith  is  un- 
founded, and  he  suffers  an  Injury,  the  party  in 
fault  must  respond  in  damages.  So.  one  whose 
sight  Is  dimmed  by  a^v.  or  a  near-sighted  person 
whose  range  of  vision  was  always  Imperfect,  or 
one  whose  sight  has  been  Injured  by  disease,  Is 
each  entitled  to  the  sanio  rights,  and  may  act 
upon  the  same  assumption.  Kach  Is.  however, 
hound  to  know  that  prndcnco  and  care  are  in 
69  L.  K.  A. 


turn  required  of  him,  and  that,  if  he  falls  in  this 
respect,  any  Injury  he  may  suffer  is  without 
redress."  Davenport  v.  Ruckman,  37  N.  Y. 
568;  Yeager  v.  Spirit  Lake,  115  Iowa,  503,  88 
N.  W.  1095. 

Although  an  injury  to  a  blind  man,  caused 
by  a  defective  railing  to  a  bridge,  would  not 
have  happened  if  he  had  been  possessed  of  his 
sight,  the  town  Is  nevertheless  liable,  in  the  ab- 
sence of  any  contributory  negligence  by  such 
person  ;  and  the  question  whether  he  was  negli- 
gent la  for  the  Jury  to  determine  from  all  the 
circumstances  of  the  case.  Sleeper  v.  Sandown, 
52  N.  H.  244. 

A  contrary  view  la  taken  in  Garbanati  t. 
Durango,  30  Colo.  358,  70  Pac.  686,  where  an 
aged  man  with  defective  eyesight,  though  using 
the  greatest  precaution  to  avoid  injury,  was 
denied  recovery  for  injuries  sustained  from  a 
fall  from  an  elevated  sidewalk,  the  railing  to 
which  had  been  broken  down,  upon  the  ground 
that  his  defective  sight  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  Injury.  Such  decision,  however. 
Is  opposed  to  the  great  preponderance  of  author 
Ity,  if,  Indeed,  tt  does  not  stand  alone.  See 
other  cases  cited  in  this  division. 

Notwithstanding  the  repeal  of  a  statute  re- 
quiring the  blowing  of  a  whistle  or  ringing  of 
a  bell  A  quarter  of  a  mile  before  reaching  a 
crossing,  it  Is  the  settled  law  of  New  York  state 
that  railroad  companies,  at  xirossings,  must  give 
some  adequate  notice  or  warning  to  travelers 
upon  highways  of  the  approach  of  their  trains. 
Therefore,  an  old  person  of  defective  sight.  In 
crossing  a  railroad  track,  is  Justified  In  assum- 
ing that  a  proper  warning  of  the  approach  of  a 
train  will  be  given,  and  in  relying  upon  It : 
and  If  he  is  Injured  by  a  train  which  he  can 
not  see,  and  does  not  hear  because  of  the  failure 
to  give  warning,  the  railroad  company  is  liable, 
although  a  person  of  perfect  sight  might  not 
be  entitled  to  recover  under  the  same  circum- 
stances. Lortz  V.  New  York  C.  A  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
7  App.  Div.  515,  40  N.  Y.  Supp.  253. 

If  not  himself  negligent,  a  blind  man  may 
recover  for  injuries  received  from  falling  Into 
an  excavation  in  the  sidewalk.  Salem  v.  GoUer. 
76  Ind.  291. 

Whether  allowing  a  trap  door  In  the  sidewalk 
of  a  city  street  to  reinain  open  and  unguarded 
is  such  negligence  as  renders  the  owner  llab*e 
for  injuries  to  a  blind  man  falling  therein,  is 
a  question  for  the  Jury.  Smith  y.  Wildes,  148 
Mass.  556,  10  N.  E.  446. 

The  existence  of  a  doorway  to  a  warehouse 
opening  on  to  the  street  is  not  such  an  in- 
vitation to  enter  as  to  render  the  owner  lla>)le 
for  injuries  to  a  person  of  defective  sight,  who 
enters  the  building  by  mistake,  and  falls  Into 
an  open  hatchway.  The  defendant's  duty  to 
protect  the  hatchway  Is  neither  Increased  nor 
diminished  by  the  fact  of  plaintiff's  blindness 
under  such  circumstances.  Oyshterbank  v. 
Gardner,  17  Jones  ft  S.  263. 

But  where  a  man  sixty- three  years*  of  age. 
and  wearing  glasses,  enters  a  dimly  lighted 
shipping  room  of  a  mercantile  company  on  In- 
vitation, and  falls  into  an  unguarded  elevator 
shaft,  which  Is  In  close  proximity  to  the  place 
where  his  business  Is  to  be  transacted,  the  com- 
pany cannot  escape  liability  by  showing  that 
young  perHons,  whose  eyesight  Is  good,  could 
see  and  avoid  the  danger,  since  It  Is  equally 
l)onnd  to  afford  protection  to  those  who  comr 
to  Its  place  of  business  with  eyes  more  or  les^ 
dimmed  by  age  or  other  causes.  McCrum  v. 
Well,  125  Mich.  297.  84  N.  W>282. 
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And  a  storekeeper  who  has  knowledge  that 
a  customer  has  defectiye  eyesight,  but  not  that 
he  la  deaf,  does  not  perform  his  full  duty  in 
directing  him  to  go  to  the  rear  of  the  store 
for  the  goods  he  desires,  by  telling  him  in  an 
ordinary  tone  of  voice  to  look  out  for  the 
trap  door,  since  the  customer  would  have  no 
reason  to  belieye  the  door  Is  in  the  middle  of  the 
floor,  where  people  are  standing  around.  Brown 
V.  Stevens  (Mich.)  11  Det  L.  N.  27,  99  N.  W. 
12. 

What  would  be  ordinary  care  on  the  part  of 
railroad  employees  in  the  case  of  exposure  to 
danger  of  a  man  possessed  of  all  his  faculties 
would  not  be  such  care  as  to  one  who  Is  deaf, 
and,  therefore,  unable  to  hear  the  warnings 
given  of  an  approaching  train.  International 
4b  G.  N.  B.  Co.  V.  GarcU,  76  Tex.  588,  13  S. 
W.  223. 

When  such  disability  is  known  to  the  em- 
ployees in  charge  of  a  railroad  train,  their  duty 
becomes  entirely  different  from  that  where  they 
are  unaware  of  the  person's  infirmity.  "The 
presumption  that  he  will  leave  the  track,  which 
excuses  the  company  in  other  cases,  does  not 
exist,  and  they  have  no  right  to  act  upon  it, 
but  must  use  all  proper  precautions  demanded 
by  the  situation ;  and,  if  th^  do  not,  they  will 
be  liable  for  the  consequences,  notwithstanding 
the  original  negligence  of  the  deaf  person  in 
attempting  to  walk  the  track  of  the  railroad. 
Any  infirmity  of  one  traveling  upon  the  track, 
or  lying  upon  it,  known  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  particular  train,  requires  such  diligence  on 
the  part  of  the  company  as  will  best  protect  him 
from  harm.'*  International  4b  G.  N.  B.  Co.  v. 
Smith,  62  Tex.  252. 

Likewise,  if  there  is  anything  disclosed  in 
the  conduct  or  appearance  of  a  person  on  a 
railroad  track  which  raises  a  suspicion  that 
he  is  deaf,  or  blind,  or  helpless,  then  the  ob- 
ligation on  the  part  of  the  trainmen  to  use  all 
necessary  and  proper  care  to  avoid  injuring 
him  by  stopping  the  train,  if  necessary,  im- 
mediately arises.  Cincinnati,  H.  4b  D.  B.  Co. 
V.  Murphy,  17  Ohio  C.  C.  223 ;  Mobile  4b  O.  R. 
Co.  v.  Stroud,  64  Miss.  784,  2  So.  171 ;  Omaha 
4b  R.  Valley  B.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42  Neb.  577,  60  N. 
W.  899. 

And  where  the  motor  man  of  a  street  car 
sees  a  boy  approaching  the  track  without  heed- 
ing the  signals  given  to  warn  him  of  his  danger, 
and  that  he  will  probably  go  upon  the  track  in 
front  of  the  car,  it  is  his  duty  to  do  every- 
thing In  his  power,  consistent  with  the  safety 
of  those  on  the  car,  to  avoid  injuring  him, 
although  not  aware  that  he  is  deaf.  Galveston 
City  B.  Co.  T.  Hanna  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  79  S.  W. 
639. 

"Where  the  appearances  indicate  that  a  per- 
son upon  the  track  Is  in  such  condition  as  to 
be  either  insensible  of  his  danger  or  unable  to 
avoid  it,  those  In  charge  of  a  train  must  use  all 
available  means,  consistent  with  the  safety  of 
those  on  the  train,  to  stop.  The  same  rule  is 
applied  with  reference  to  a  young  child,  who  is 
unable  to  understand  the  peril  of  being  upon 
a  rallrosd  track."  Campbell  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft. 
8.  4b  M.  R.  Co.  55  Kan.  536.  40  Pac.  997. 

But  whether  there  was  enough  in  the  appear- 
ance of  a  deaf-mute  walking  on  a  railroad  track 
to  Indicate  his  infirmity  to  the  locomotive  en- 
gineer of  an  approaching  train,  so  as  to  impose 
upon  him  the  duty  of  Increased  caution  to  avoid 
injuring  him,  Is  not  subject  to  proof  by  opinions 
of  witnesses  who  saw  him  walking.  Tyler  v. 
Sites,  90  Va.  539,  19  S.  E.  174. 
'JO  L.  R.  A. 


Since  the  questions  of  the  ordinary  care  of 
one  injured  by  being  struck  by  a  train  at  a 
railroad  crossing,  and  that  of  the  employees 
in  charge  of  the  train,  are  to  be  determined  with 
reference  to  the  peculiar  tsMta  and  circum- 
stances of  each  case,  evidence  of  the  deafness 
of  the  injured  party  is  admissible  on  behalf 
of  the  plaintiff,  although  it  is  not  proposed  to 
show  that  such  fact  was  known  to  defendant. 
But  such  fact,  if  unknown  to  the  servants  of  the 
railroad  company,  will  not  increase  their  re- 
Bponslbility  as  to  care.  Cleveland,  C.  4b  C.  B 
Co.  V.  Terry,  8  Ohio  St.  670. 

A  deaf  or  helpless  person  on  a  railroad  track 
Is  entitled  to  such  warnings  as  will  reasonably 
alarm  his  fears,  and  cause  him  to  leave  the 
track.  International  4b  G.  N.  B.  Co.  v.  Smith, 
62  Tex.  264 ;  McDonald  v.  International  4b  G. 
N.  B.  Co.  86  Tex.  1,  40  Am.  St.  Bep.  803,  22 
8.  W.  939 ;  Houston  4b  T.  C.  B.  Co.  r.  Harvin 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  64  S.  W.  629;  Lonisvllle  4b 
N.  B.  Co.  V.  Tinkham,  19  Ky.  L.  Bep.  1784,  44 
8.  W.  489 ;  Chicago,  B.  4b  Q.  B.  Co.  r.  Triplett, 
88  111.  482. 

And  a  railroad  company  cannot  excuse  Its 
omission  to  give  the  asual  train  signals  on  the 
ground  that  they  would  not  have  been  heard  by 
a  deaf-mute  walking  on  the  track,  if  given.  If 
unaware  of  the  condition  of  a  man  in  such  sit- 
uation, the  employees  of  the  railroad  company 
must  exercise  the  same  degree  of  care  required 
with  reference  to  those  capable  of  hearing  and 
understanding  the  warning  given ;  and,  if  they 
have  knowledge  of  the  man's  condition,  it  is 
their  duty  to  stop  the  train  in  time  to  avoid 
injuring  him.  Louisvine  4b  N.  B.  Co.  v.  Cooper 
(Ky.)  6  Am.  4b  Eng.  B.  Cas.  6;  Poole  v.  North 
Carolina  B.  Co.  63  N.  C.  (8  Jones,  L.)  840. 

The  fact  that  a  person  of  defective  hearing 
failed  to  hear  the  whistle  of  a  train  once  sound- 
ed at  the  distance  of  80  rods  will  not  excuse 
the  railroad  company's  disobedience  of  a  stat- 
ute requiring  the  whistle  to  be  continuously 
sounded,  or  the  bell  rung,  during  the  whole  of 
that  distance  before  reaching  a  crossing,  upon 
the  theory  that  the  failure  of  the  single  blast 
to  warn  the  injured  party  shows  that  he  was 
either  too  deaf  to  have  heard  a  continuous 
signal,  or  too  reckless  to  have  regarded  it  if 
heard.  A  deaf  person  is  at  least  entitled  to 
such  warning  of  the  approach  of  danger  as  the 
law  designs  to  give  those  In  full  possession  of 
their  faculties,  and  to  enjoy  such  chances  as 
his  infirmity  has  left  him  of  hearing,  and  being 
saved  by  the  warning.  Chicago,  B.  4b  Q.  B.  Co. 
V.  Triplett,  38  111.  482. 

A  street  railway  company  is  liable  for  the 
killing  of  a  deaf  and  dumb  boy  fourteen  years 
of  age,  where  the  motorman,  after  discovering 
that  the  sounding  of  the  gong  failed  to  attract 
the  boy's  attention,  was  prevented  from  stop- 
ping the  car  in  time  to  avoid  the  injury  by 
reason  of  the  brakes  not  being  in  good  con- 
dition:  and  this  is  so,  although  the  boy  failed 
to  look  to  see  if  a  car  was  approaching,  and.  if 
his  hearing  had  been  good,  might  have  had  his 
attention  attracted  to  the  approach  of  the  car 
by  the  sounding  of  the  gong.  Thompson  v. 
Salt  Lake  Rapid  Transit  Co.  16  Utah,.  281,  40 
L.  R.  A.  172,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  621.  52  Pac.  92. 

Contrary  to  the  current  of  authority,  it  Is 
held  in  Cogswell  v.  Oregon  4b  C.  R.  Co.  6  Or. 
417,  that.  If  a  deaf  man  walking  upon  a  rail- 
road track  falls  to  hear  the  warning  sl^ruals. 
because  of  his  deafness,  and  does  not  leave  the 
track  on  that  account,  his  deafness  is  the  provl- 
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mate  cause  of  his  Injuries,  although  the  en- 
elneer  had  obseryed  him  for  %  of  a  mile. 

And  in  Schexnajdre  y.  Texas  ft  P.  R.  Go. 
4tt  La.  Ann.  248,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  321,  14  So. 
5ia,  it  is  held  that  a  railroad  company  is  not 
liable  for  killing  a  deaf  man  walking  upon 
the  track,  though  the  locomotlye  engineer  dis- 
coyered  him  %  of  a  mile  distant,  but  was  not 
aware  of  his  Infirmity,  and  when  within  100 
yards  blew  the  danger  signal  rapidly,  *'yery 
yicious  and  quick  for  a  number  of  times/'  and, 
upon  coming  within  30  or  40  feet  of  him,  re- 
versed the  engine,  and  applied  the  air  brakes, 
but  it  was  then  too  late  to  ayold  the  accident. 

Again,  the  knowledge  of  the  conductor  of 
a  railroad  train  that  a  man,  within  the  past 
live  or  ten  minutes,  has  started  to  walk  along 
the  track  to  a  neighboring  town,  and  that  he 
Is  partially  deaf,  has  been  held  Insufficient  to 
charge  the  railroad  company  with  gross  neg- 
ligence or  wantonness  in  running  over  him,  al- 
though the  train  could  have  been  stopped  with- 
in the  space  of  from  125  to  150  feet,  and  no 
effort  was  made  to  avoid  the  injury  beyond  the 
blowing  of  the  whistle.  Kennedy  v.  Denver, 
S.  P.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  10  Colo.  4»3,  16  Pac.  210. 
<The  weight  of  authority  would  seem  to  be  on 
the  side  of  the  dissenting  opinion  of  the  chief 
Justice  in  this  case, — that  there  was  sufficient 
evidence  of  wilful  negligence  to  go  to  the  Jury.) 

On  the  other  hand,  a  railroad  company  has 
been  held  liable  for  Injuries  to  a  deaf  man  walk- 
ing on  the  track,  where  he  was  not  seen  by  the 
engineer,  but  a  brakeman  riding  on  the  tender  of 
the  engine  saw  him,  and  hallooed  to  him,  and 
attempted,  but  was  unable  to  stop  the  engine 
because  of  defective  brakes.  Houston  ft  T.  C. 
K.  Co.  y.  Harvin  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  54  S.  W.  629. 

But  the  measure  of  care  due  persons  under 
such  disabilities  depends  upon  whether  their 
disabilities  are  known  (see  dlvs.  VI.  and  VIII. 
infra),  and  whether  they  are  in  a  place  in 
which  they  have  a  legal  right  to  be  (see  div. 
VII.  infra). 

•  c  To  persons  in  helpless  situations. 
1.  Bleeping  on  railtoaif  track. 

Going  to  sleep  upon  a  railroad  track  is  an  act 
of  such  gross  negligence  that  some  feeling 
u gainst  one  so  culpable  seems  to  have  colored 
some  of  the  decisions  upon  the  question  of  lia- 
bility for  injury  in  such  cases.  These'  decisions 
refuse  to  apply  the  rule  that  a  person's  negli- 
gence is  not  an  excuse  for  another  person's 
subsequent  act  of  negligence  causing  injury, 
and  hold  that  a  railroad  company  owes  one  in 
such  situation  no  duty  whatever,  save  to  refrain 
from  wilful  or  wanton  injury. 

The  mere  going  to  sleep  on  a  railroad  cross- 
ing is  such  great  negligence  and  recklessness 
that  no  recovery  can  be  had  for  the  killing  of 
such  person  through  the  negligence  of  employees 
in  charge  of  a  passing  train,  where  it  is  pro- 
vided by  statute  that  plaintifT  cannot  recover 
if  he  could  have  avoided  defendant's  negligence 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care.  Raden  v. 
Georgia  R.  Co.  78  Oa.  47. 

And  in  New  York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelly, 
35  C.  C.  A.  571,  93  Fed.  745,  it  is  said  that 
"a  railroad  company  ought  not  to  be  held 
responsible  for  running  over  a  trespasser,  who, 
Hober  or  drunk,  has  located  himself  between 
its  tracks  and  gone  to  sleep.  In  the  absence  of 
wanton  nei?ligence  in  the  management  of  the 
train  on  the  part  of  the  employees  in  charge. 
(59  L.  R.  A. 


The  engineer  owes  it  to  the  passengers  on  the 
train,  and  to  persons  lawfully  upon  the  track. 
to  keep  a  lookout  in  order  to  prevent  injury  to 
them,  but  he  owes  no  such  duty  to  a  tres 
passer.  If,  seeing  him,  and  realizing  that  he 
will  not  probably  remove  himself  from  In  front 
of  the  train  in  time  to  escape  injury,  the  en- 
gineer then  does  what  he  reasonably  can  to 
avoid  injuring  him,  he  has  done  his  full  duty." 

Sitting  or  lying  down  and  going  to  sleep  be 
side  n  railroad  track,  in  such  a  position  that 
a  passing  train  muat  strike  one,  is  an  act  of 
gross  negligence,  contributing  to  an  injury  sub- 
sequently inflicted  by  such  train,  and  precludes 
the  recovery  of  damages,  unless  the  railroad 
company  was  guilty  of  some  wanton  or  wilful 
act.  Sibley  v.  Ratllffe,  50  Ark.  477,  8  S.  W. 
686;  St.  Louis  ft  S.  F.  R.  Co.  v.  Townsend. 
69  Ark.  880,  63  S.  W.  994;  Krenzer  v.  Pitts- 
burg, C.  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  161  Ind.  587,  68  Am. 
St.  Rep.  252,  43  N.  B.  649,  52  N.  B.  220; 
Williams  V.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  (Cal.)  11  Pac. 
849.  The  attempt  of  the  court  to  distinguish 
the  case  last  cited  from  that  of  Meeks  v.  South- 
ern P.  R.  Co.  56  Cal.  613,  38  Am.  Rep.  67,  is 
not  very  successful,  and,  in  its  opinion  upon 
a  rehearing  (72  Cal.  120,  18  Pac.  219),  the 
above  position  is  somewhat  qualified.  The 
court  says:  'Taking  the  admitted  negligence 
of  the  plaintiff  as  premise, — i.  e.  as  a  circum- 
stance,— in  view  of  which  the  defendant  is  to 
be  Judged,  did  the  defendant  even  then  fail  in 
some  duty  which  It  owed  the  plaintiff?  This 
will  depend  upon  two  propositions:  Did  the 
engineer,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  see  the  plaintiff, 
helpless  or  unjudging,  in  a  dangerous  position 
in  time  to  have  stopped  the  train ;  and  having 
80  seen  him,  did  he  use  ordinary  diligence  to 
stop  the  train?"  However,  there  being  no  evi- 
dence whatever  that  the  engineer  saw  the  plain- 
tiff, except  the  fact  that  the  train  was  stopped 
about  the  time  of  the  Injury,  and  it  appearing 
that  as  soon  as  the  engineer  saw  him  he  used 
every  effort  to  stop  the  train  as  quickly  as 
possible,  tha  court  adhered  to  its  former  Judg- 
ment. , 

As  to  the  distinction  between  subsequent 
negligence  and  wilfulness,  see  div.  III.,  supra. 

Upon  the  other  hand,  a  few  authorities  im- 
pose upon  a  railroad  company,  the  duty  of  us- 
ing ordinary  care  to  discover  a  person  in  such 
situation  upon  its  track,  and  then  require  It  to 
use  every  means  at  Its  command  to  stop  the 
train  in  time  to  avoid  Injury. 

In  North  Carolina  it  is  now  settled  that  a 
railroad  company  Is  liable  In  damages  for  run- 
ning over  a  person  asleep  on  its  track,  if  he  was 
discovered,  or  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
might  have  been  discovered,  in  'time  to  avoid 
injury.  Deans  t.  Wilmington  ft  W.  R.  Co.  107 
N.  C.  686,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  12  S.  B.  77: 
Pickett  V.  Wilmington  ft  W.  R.  CJo.  117  N.  C. 
610,  30  L.  R.  A.  257,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  611,  23 
S.  E.  264;  Upton  v.  South  Carolina  ft  O.  Ex 
tension  R.  Co.  128  N.  C.  173,  88  S.  E.  736 ;  Car 
ter  V.  Southern  R.  Co.  135  N.  C.  498,  47  S.  B. 
614.  But  no  liability  is  incurred  for  the  negli- 
gent killing  of  a  drunken  man,  lying  insensible 
upon  the  track,  under  similar  circumstances,  un- 
less he  was  discovered  by  those  in  charge  of  the 
train  in  time  to  avoid  the  injury.  In  such  case, 
it  is  held,  the  self-imposed  disability  of  drunk 
enness  Is  such  contributory  negligence  as  pre- 
cludes the  recovery  of  damages.  Smith  v.  Nor- 
folk ft  S.  R.  Co.  114  N.  C.  728,  25  L.  R.  A.  287, 
19  S.  B.  863,  923.  It  Is  not  altogether  clear 
whether  this  holding  is  not  Int^nd^jtQ^l^qjial- 
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iiied  In  Pickett  ▼.  Wllmiui^'toii  &  W.  R.  Co.  117 
N.  C.  616,  80  L.  R.  A.  257,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  611, 
23  8.  B.  264,  by  Imposing  upon  railroad  compan- 
ies the  duty  of  discovering  persons  in  an  uncon- 
scious condition  upon  their  tracks,  although 
their  condition  be  self-imposed. 

When  a  boy  slave  asleep  upon  a  railroad  track 
was  seen  by  those  in  charge  of  a  locomotive  M 
of  a  mile  distant,  but  was  supposed  to  be  the 
coat  of  a  repair  hand,  yet,  when  his  identity 
was  discovered  upon  a  nearer  approach,  no  sig- 
nal or  alarm  was  given,  nor  any  attempt  made 
to  check  the  speed  of  the  train,  the  railroad  com- 
pany was  held  to  an  unconditional  liability,  al- 
though any  effort  to  have  stopped  the  train, 
after  the  object  was  discovered  to  be  a  boy, 
would  have  been  ineffectual.  East  Tennessee 
&  G.  R.  Co.  V.  St.  John,  5  Sneed,  524,  73  Am. 
Dec.  149.  To  the  same  effect  is  Meeks  v. 
Southern  P.  R.  Co.  66  Cal.  513,  88  Am.  Rep. 
67,  where  a  boy  asleep  on  a  railroad  track 
could  have  been  seen  and  recognized  at  a 
distance  of  from  300  to  350  yards,  but  he 
was  not  discovered,  and  no  effort  was  made  to 
stop  the  train  until  within  150  feet  of  the 
child,  nor  was  any  whistle  blown,  or  bell  rung. 

As  to  whether  any  duty  is  imposed  upon  a 
railroad  company  to  discover  trespassers  upon 
Its  tracks,  see  div.  VII.  subd.  b,  infra. 

Between  these  two  extremes  is  the  generally 
accepted  doctrine  that  a  railroad  company  is 
liable  for  the  result  of  mere  negligence  in  such 
cases,  but  that  the  duty  to  exercise  ordinary 
care  to  avoid  injury  arises  only  when  the  per- 
son's peril  or  disability  is  discovered.  This  lia- 
bility is  not  affected  by  the  fact  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  injury  is  a  child  instead  of  an  adult. 
The  demand  for  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injury  is  as  imperative  in  the  one 
rase  as  in  the  other.  A  sleeping  man  is  as  help- 
less as  a  sleeping  child,  if  he  sleeps  as  soundly, 
.and  either  one  presents  a  condition  of  tempo- 
rary helplessnefts  calling  for  such  care  to  avoid 
injury  as  the  situation  demands. 

The  fact  that  an  intoxicated  person  lies  down 
^  on  a  railroad  track,  and  goes  to  sleep,  does 
not  justify  a  railroad  company  running  a  train 
over  him,  and  taking  his  life.  If  he  is  seen  in 
time  by  the  company's  employees,  and  they  are 
aware  of  his  danger,  and  by  ordinary  care  can 
avoid  injuring  him,  they  are  bound  to  do  so. 
Rozwadosfskie  v.  International  4b  O.  N.  R.  Co. 
1  Tex.  Civ.  App.  487,  403,  20  S.  W.  872 ;  Carter 
V.  Southern  R.  Co.  135  N.  C.  498,  47  S.  B.  614. 

In  Garxa  v.  Texas  Mexican  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  41  8.  W.  172,  a  boy  lay  down  under  a 
car  standing  on  a  side  track  and  went  to  sleep. 
Subsequently  the  car  was  attached  to  an 
engine,  and,  when  moved,  caught  the  boy's 
sleeve,  and  dragged  him  with  it.  The  boy 
began  to  scream,  and  was  discovered  by  a 
brakeman,  who  gave  the  signal  for  the  train 
to  stop.  Thereupon  the  engineer  threw  on 
the  air  brakes,  and  checked  the  train,  but 
immediately  withdrew  the  brakes,  and  start- 
ed up  again.  The  signal  was  repeated  sev- 
eral times  before  it  was  sufBciently  heeded 
by  the  engineer  to  remove  the  boy  from  his 
perilous  situation,  and  not  until  his  arm  had 
been  mangled.  It  appeared  that  the  boy  would 
not  have  been  injured  if  the  signal  to  stop  the 
train  had  been  at  once  heeded.  It  was  held 
that  If,  after  the  boy  was  discovered,  the  train 
could  have  been  stopped,  and  the  injury  averted, 
and  the  engineer  negligently  refused  to  obey 
the  signal  to  stop  the  train,  the  railroad  com- 
pany was  liable. 
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It  is  not  only  a  want  of  reasonable  care,  but 
reckless  negligence,  for  employees  in  charge  of 
a  railroad  train,  In  sight  of  an  indistinguish- 
able object  on  the  track,  to  ignore  the  signal 
of  men  running  toward  the  train,  on  either  side 
of  the  track,  and  waving  their  hats  at  every 
step,  until  after  the  discovery,  at  a  distonce  of 
60  yards,  that  the  object  in  question  is  a 
man,  when  it  is  too  late  to  avoid  injury.  Sea- 
board ft  R.  R.  Co.  V.  Joyner,  92  Va.  354,  23  S. 
B.  778. 

Generally,  it  is  not  the  duty  of  a  locomotive 
engineer  to  slow  up  or  stop  his  train  before  he 
becomes  aware  that  an  object  upon  the  track 
is  a  human  being.  He  has  the  right  to  as- 
sume. In  the  first  instance,  that.  If  it  is  a  man, 
he  will  leave  the  track.  But  when  he  discovers 
that  the  trespasser  Is  not  aware  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  train,  it  is  his  duty,  in  good  faith, 
to  do  ail  he  reasonably  can  to  avert  a  disaster. 
Murch  V.  Western  N.  Y.  4  P.  R.  Co.  78  Hun, 
601,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  490. 

A  railroad  company  cannot  be  held  liable  for 
the  running  over  and  killing  of  one  lying  asleep 
upon  its  track,  where  it  discovered  such  person 
as  soon  as  it  could  do  so  with  reasonable  care, 
and  used  ail  proper  diligence  to  stop  the  train. 
Gregory  v.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  2  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  279,  21  8.  W.  417 ;  Smith  v.  International 
ft  G.  N.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  78  S.  W.  556; 
St  liouis  8.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Shiflet,  94  Tex.  131. 
58  S.  W.  945;  Williams  v.  Southern  P.  R.  Co. 
72  Cal.  120,  11  Pac.  849;  Zumault  v.  Kansas 
City  Suburban  Belt  R.  Co.  175  Mo.  288,  74 
8.  W.  1015. 

The  failure  to  stop  a  railroad  train  in  time 
to  avoid  injury  to  a  sleeping  child  on  the 
track  is  not  negligence,  where  the  engineer  saw 
the  child  In  time  to  stop,  but  thought  it  was 
a  bundle  or  a  dog,  and  did  not  discover  that 
it  was  a  child  until  too  late  to  avoid  injury. 
Louisville.  N.  O.  ft  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Williams,  69 
Miss.  631,  12  So.  957 ;  Norfolk  ft  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dunnaway.  f)3  Va.  29,  24  S.  B.  698;  Meeks  v. 
Southern  P.  R.  Co.  52  Cal.  602.  Upon  a  second 
appeal  of  the  latter  case,  the  railroad  company 
was  held  liable  upon  evidence  showing  that 
at  the  place  where  the  accident  occurred,  and 
for  a  considerable  distance  beyond,  the  road 
of  the  defendant  was  perfectly  straight,  and 
free  from  weeds  or  other  like  obstructions,  that 
the  day  was  very  clear,  and  that  at  the  time 
of  the  injury  the  child  could  have  been  seen 
and  recognised  as  a  boy  on  the  track  at  a  dis- 
tance of  from  300  to  860  yards.  See  56  Cal. 
513,  38  Am.  Rep.  67. 

And  when  the  body  of  a  man  extending  oat- 
ward  ftom  the  track  between  two  projecting 
cross-ties,  with  his  head  resting  on  a  cross- 
tie,  close  to  the  rail,  was  not  seen  by  tho 
fireman  until  the  engine  was  at  a  distance  of 
about  180  feet,  and,  notwithstanding  immedi- 
ate efforts  to  stop  the  train,  the  man  wss 
struck  and  injured,  it  was  held  that  the  rail- 
road company  was  not  liable.  Goodwin  v.  Cen 
tral  R.  ft  Bkg.  Co.  96  Ala.  445,  11  So.  393. 

The  failure  of  a  track  walker  to  signal  and 
stop  an  approaching  train  to  prevent  Its  run- 
ning over  a  man  found  asleep  upon  the  track 
is  not  negligence,  where  the  track  walker  pre 
viously  aroused  and  warned  him  of  the  com- 
ing  of  the  train,  and  the  person  raised  himself 
on  his  elbows,  and  signified  his  comprehension 
of  the  situation,  and  gave  no  indication  of  be- 
ing disabled  by  intoxication  or  otherwise.  Vir- 
ginia Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Boswell.  82  Va.  932,  7 
S.  B.  383. 
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The  preceding  case  is  distinguished  in  Cin- 
clnnatU  N.  O.  &  T.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Marrs,  27  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  388,  85  S.  W.  188,  wherein  it  is  held 
that  it  is  the  duty  of  railroad  employees,  upon 
finding  a  drunken  man  lying  asleep  between 
tracks  in  the  company's  yard,  either  to  lead 
him  to  a  place  of  safety,  or  else  be  on  the 
lookout  for  him  in  the  operation  of  their  trains. 
And  If  they  simply  arouse  him,  and  start  him 
walking  in  the  direction  of  the  road,  and  he  is 
subsequently  overcome,  and  is  injured  while 
asleep  on  the  company's  tracks,  the  railroad 
company  Is  liable. 

No  liability  arises  for  injury  to  a  man  who 
went  under  a  standing  freight  train,  and  fell 
asleep.  In  the  absence  of  knowledge  of  his 
situation  at  the  time  the  train  was  moved,  al- 
though he  was  seen  by  the  company's  em- 
ployees sitting  under  a  car  smoking,  a  half 
hour  before  the  train  started.  Kendall  ▼. 
T^ulsvllle  &  N.  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  793,  76 
8.  W.  376. 

In  Deumnn  ▼.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  26  Minn. 
307,  4  N.  W.  605,  it  is  said  that  a  railroad  com 
pany  owes  a  person  asleep  on  its  track  no 
duty  except  that  of  exercising  due  diligence  to 
avoid  injuring  him,  after  discovering  his  sit- 
uation ;  and  that,  if  he  is  not  seen  by  those 
operating  the  train,  no  liability  orlses  for  run- 
ning over  him,  although  the  track  is  level  and 
straight  where  the  man  Is  lying,  so  that  a  man's 
hat  can  be  seen  for  400  or  500  yards  distant. 

And  O'Keefe  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co. 
32  lowu.  4G7,  holds  that  an  Instruction,  re- 
quested by  defendant,  that  a  railroad  company 
^8  not  liable  for  running  over  a  man  sleeping 
on  the  track,  unless  It  had  knowledge  that  he 
was  thus  lying  in  time  to  prevent  the  accident, 
slioiild  have  been  given  without  the  qualifi- 
cation "or  could  have  known  with  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  caution." 

2.  Foot  cauffht  in  railway  track. 

Here,  again,  we  find  the  same  conflict  of 
authority  as  to  the  duty  owing  persons  thus 
helplessly  situated,  with  the  preponderance  in 
favor  of  the  rule  that  the  duty  of  exercising 
care  to  avoid  injury  arises  as  soon  as  such 
person's  danger  is  discovered. 

It  Is  for  the  jury  to  say  whether  it  was 
nejorllgence  not  to  stop  a  railroad  train  upon 
seeing  a  child  upon  the  track,  where,  upon  being 
ordered  off  the  track  by  the  employees,  when 
the  train  was  163  feet  distant,  the  child  started 
to  get  off,  and  caught  Its  foot  between  the 
rail  and  the  planking  at  a  private  crossing; 
whereupon  everything  possible  was  done  to 
avoid  Injuring  It.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Mor- 
gan, 82  Pa.  134. 

Even  where  a  person  puts  himself  In  a  posi- 
tion of  peril  by  inserting  his  foot  In  the  space 
between  two  rails  for  an  experiment,  and  it 
becomes  fastened  there,  the  railroad  company 
muFt  use  reasonable  care  not  to  run  over  him. 
McKlnney  v.  Long  Ishind  R.  Co.  2  Sllv.  Sup. 
Ct.  543,  6  N.  Y.  Supp.  168.  Affirmed  in  119 
N.  Y.  631,  23  N.  E.   1144. 

Where  a  switch  is  moved  by  a  brakeman  so 
as  to  turn  an  engine  onto  a  track  where  a  boy 
has  Ills  foot  caught  between  a  rail  and  the 
guard  rail,  and  the  brakeman  then  attempts  to 
extricate  the  foot  before  the  approaching  en- 
gine, but,  falling  in  that,  the  engine  runs  over 
Hie  foot  and  crushes  it,  the  question  of  the 
railroad  company's  negligence  should  be  left 
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to  the  jury.     Burnett  ▼.'  Burlington  4  M.  B. 
Co.  16  Neb.  332,  20  N.  W.  280. 

Whether  the  failure  of  a  yardmaster  to  go 
to  the  relief  of  a  little  girl,  whose  foot  had  be- 
come fastened  between  a  rail  and  a  guard  rail, 
when  he  knew  she  was  in  danger  from  ap- 
proaching cars;  and  whether  a  switchman 
whose  duty  it  was  to  see  that  the  track  was 
clear,  ought  to  have  seen  the  child  before  giving 
the  signal  to  back  cars,  and  given  alarm  in  time 
to  avoid  injury,  or  should  have  rescued  her  by 
his  own  efforts,  are  questions  for  the  jury. 
Townley  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  63  Wis. 
026,  11  N.  W.  55. 

Because  of  the  danger  from  an  approaching 
train,  a  little  girl  went  upon  a  railroad  crossing 
to  compel  some  children  younger  than  herself 
to  leave  the  track,  and  in  so  doing  got  her  foot 
caught  between  the  planking  and  the  rail.  At 
the  distance  of  854  feet  the  engineer  of  the 
train  saw  the  child  on  the  track,  and  that  she 
was  waving  her  hands  in  alarm,  and  not  step- 
ping aside.  It  was  held  that  the  engineer 
should  have  stopped  the  train  at  once  upon  dis- 
covering plaintiff,  and  that  his  failure  to  make 
an  effort  to  do  so  until  it  was  too  late  to 
avoid  striking  her  raised  a  question  of  neg- 
ligence for  the  Jury.  Spooner  v.  Delaware,  L. 
&  W.  R.  Co.  115  N.  Y.  22,  21  N.  E2.  696. 

It  being  the  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to 
use  reasonable  care  and  diligence  to  prevent  a<v 
cidents  to  persons  crossing  Its  tracks,  it  may  be 
come  liable  for  Injury  to  a  person  whose  foot 
is  caught  In  the  track  at  a  crossing,  although 
his  disability  Is  not  discovered.  If  a  boy's  foot 
was  caught  between  a  main  rail  and  a  guard 
rail,  because  of  their  worn  condition,  while  he 
was  crossing  the  track  before  slowly  moving 
detached  cars,  and  was  run  over,  when  the  ac- 
cident might  have  been  prevented  if  the  brake- 
man  on  the  moving  cars  had  been  on  the  look 
out,  or  if  signals  to  stop  the  cars  had  been 
obeyed,  the  railroad  company  Is  liable  on  the 
ground  of  the  defective  condition  of  the  track, 
and  also  for  its  failure  to  stop  the  cars  after 
the  boy's  situation  became  known.  Goodrich 
▼.  Burlington.  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  Co.  103  Iowa.  412. 
72  N.  W.  653;  Hughes  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M. 
&  O.  R.  Co.  122  Wis.  258,  99  N.  W.  897 ;  Illinois 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Crockett.  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1989,  79 
S.  W.  285. 

But  a  railroad  company  does  not  owe  the 
duty  of  keeping  a  lookout,  to  a  boy  tres- 
passer on  the  track,  although  he  lias  his  foot 
caught  In  a  frog  or  a  cattle  guard ;  and,  if  he 
Is  not  discovered  in  time  to  stop  the  train 
before  striking  him,  it  is  not  liable  for  his 
death  or  injury  from  being  run  over  by  a 
train  or  backing  engine.  Lake  Shore  &  M.  S. 
R.  Co.  V.  Clark,  41  111.  App.  343 ;  Louisville  & 
N.  R.  Co.  V.  Kellem,  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  734,  21 
8.  W.  230;  Sheehan  v.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co. 
22  C.  C.  A.  221,  46  U.  8.  App.  498.  76  Fed. 
201. 

In  Smalley  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  57  S.  C.  248, 
35  S.  B.  489.  It  Is  held  that  the  duty  of  ex- 
ercising special  care  to  avoid  Injury  to  a  per- 
son found  upon  a  railroad  track,  who  from  oge 
or  misfortune  Is  apparently  helpless,  has  no  ap- 
plication to  the  case  of  a  person  whose  foot 
is  caught  between  the  ties  of  a  railroad  trestle, 
but  who  to  all  appearances  Is  simply  squatting 
or  sitting  there,  and  is  In  the  possession  of 
all  his  faculties. 

As  in  other  cases  affecting  trespassers.  It  Is 
held  by  a  few  authorities  that  the  only  duty 
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arising  under  soch  dreumstances  Is  to  aTold 
wilful  injury. 

The  sole  duty  which  a  railroad  company  owes 
to  a  trespasser  whose  foot  is  caught  in  the 
track  is  not  wantonly  or  with  reckless  careless- 
ness to  injure  him  after  his  situation  is  per- 
ceived. St  Louis,  I.  M.  ft  8.  B.  Co.  v.  Monday, 
49  Ark.  257.  4  S.  W.  782;  Louisville,  N.  A. 
&  C.  R.  Co.  T.  Phillips,  112  Ind.  59,  2  Am.  St. 
Rep.  155,  18  N.  K.  132. 

See  further,  as  to  liability  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  injuries  to  persons  In  such  situation, 
i»o(s  on  Care^  required  of  railroad  oompanieg  to 
prevent  injuring  amall  children  upon  the  track, 
25  L.  R.  A.  784. 

8.  Walking  on  raUway  treetle. 

Where  those  in  charge  of  a  railroad  train  dis- 
cover a  person  on  a  trestle,  from  which  he  can- 
not step  off  to  a  place  of  safety,  it  is  their  duty 
to  stop  the  train,  if  possible.  Pelrce  v.  Walters, 
164  III.  660,  45  N.  B.  1068,  Affirming  68  III. 
App.  562;  Cook  v.  Central  R.  k  Bkg.  Co.  67 
Ala.  633. 

And  even  if  such  person  might  save  himself 
by  a  perilous  Jump  of  11  feet  to  the  ground,  it 
is  the  duty  of  the  engineer,  upon  discovering 
his  peril,  to  resolve  all  doubt  In  favor  of  hu- 
man life,  and  forthwith  reverse  his  engine,  and 
put  on  the  brakes.  Clark  v.  Wilmington  ft  W. 
R.  Co.  109  N.  C.  430,  14  L.  R.  A.  740,  14  S.  B. 
43. 

Persons  operating  a  railroad  train  are  not 
permitted  to  speculate,  in  such  case,  whether 
a  trespasser  will  Jump  from  the  trestle,  or  lie 
down,  or  in  some  other  way  get  out  of  harm's 
way,  a  moment  after  it  becomes  evident  that 
he  is  Insensible  of  the  impending  danger,  or  in- 
capable of  providing  for  his  safety.  The  mo- 
ment that  a  person  goes  upon  such  a  bridge  his 
peril  is  manifest  and  imminent,  and  the  rail- 
road employees,  having  this  knowledge,  are  re- 
quired to  exercise  reasonable  care  to  avoid  a 
collision.  Purcell  v.  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
100  Iowa,  628,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  657,  80  N.  W. 
C82;  Central  R.  ft  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Vaughan,  93 
Ala.  209.  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  50,  9  So.  468. 

In  such  case  no  presumption  can  arise  that 
the  person  in  peril  will  take  care  of  himself, 
and  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  the  engineer, 
upon  discovering  a  person  in  such  situation,  to 
eudeavor  to  stop  Ills  train  Immediately.  But, 
although  the  trestle  is  between  a  blow  post  and 
a  public  crossing,  the  omission  of  the  company 
to  observe  the  statutory  requirements  as  to 
signals  and  checking  speed  before  persons  on 
the  trestle  are  discovered  is  not  negligence. 
Atlanta  ft  C.  Air-Line  R.  Co.  v.  Gravltt,  93  Ga. 
369,  26  L.  R.  A.  553,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  145. 
20  S.  B.  550. 

Even  though  the  engineer  of  a  train  believes 
that  a  person  will  reach  the  end  of  the  trestle 
in  time  to  escape  injury,  he  is  deemed  g«iilty 
of  negligence  if,  having  discovered  the  person's 
peril  in  time,  he  fails  to  stop  the  train  or  lessen 
Its  speed  until  too  late  to  avoid  a  collision. 
Vanarsdall  v.  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  23  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  1666,  65  8.  W.  858,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1432,  77  8.  W.  1108. 

A  railroad  company  is  guilty  of  negligence  in 
running  down  a  child  upon  a  trestle  4  or  5  feet 
high,  where  it  is  seen  by  those  operating  the 
train  when  from  800  to  1,000  feet  distant,  and 
the  train,  runs  about  250  feet  thereafter  before 
any  effort  is  made  to  check  Its  speed,  and  even 
then  an  emergency  stop  is  not  made.  St.  Louis 
69  L.  R.  A. 


S.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Bolton  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  81  8. 
W.   123. 

In  Becker  v.  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  110  Ky. 
474,  53  L.  R.  A.  267,  96  Am.  St  Rep.  459,  61 
S.  W.  997,  which  was  an  action  for  injuries  to 
a  boy  of  fourteen  on  a  railroad  trestle,  while 
be  was  In  the  act  of  assisting  a  companion  who 
had  fallen  through  the  cross-ties,  it  is  said: 
**If  it  be  conceded  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 
trespasser,  and  that  defendant  owed  him  no 
duty  except  to  protect  him  after  discovering 
his  peril,  it  is  clear  that,  when  discovered  upon 
the  bridge,  the  defendant  should  have  given  him 
ample  time  to  have  escaped.  If  he  had  simply 
been  on  the  railroad  track  in  the  open  country, 
it  might  be  said  that  defendant  had  a  right  to 
presume  that  he  would  step  off  the  track,  and 
get  out  of  the  way  of  the  train;  but  if  a 
party,  having  started  to  cross  a  bridge  of  as 
much  length  as  the  one  under  consideration, 
had  no  means  of  escape  except  to  reach  the 
termination  of  the  bridge,  common  humanity 
demands  that,  even  if  a  trespasser,  he  should 
not  be  wantonly  run  over,  but  should  have  a 
reasonable  chance  to  cross  the  bridge  in  safe- 
ty.- 

But,  If  a  trespasser  on  a  trestle  is  not  seen 
until  it  is  too  late  to  stop  the  train  before 
striking  him,  the  railroad  company  is  not  liable 
for  his  injuries.  Tennenbrock  v.  Southern 
Pacific  Coast  R.  Co.  59  Cai.  269;  Anderson  v. 
Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  ft  O.  R.  Co.  87  Wis.  195^ 
23  L.  R.  A.  203,  58  N.  W.  79;  Shaw  v.  Mis- 
souri P.  R.  Co.  104  Mo.  656,  16  8.  W.  832; 
Camden,  6.  ft  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  60  N.  J. 
L.  193,  37  Atl.  1013 ;  Atlanta  ft  C.  Air-Line  R. 
Co.  V.  Oravitt.  93  Oa.  369.  26  L.  R.  A.  558,  44 
Am.  St.  Rep.  146,  20  8.  E.  550. 

If,  however,  the  trestle  has  been  in  constant 
use  as  a  walk  way  for  years,  with  the  knowl 
edge  of  the  railroad  company  and  its  employees. 
so  that  persons  may  reasonably  be  expected  to 
be  present  there,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company 
to  use  reasonable  care  to  discover  a  person 
walking  thereon,  whether  he  is  a  licensee  or  a 
trespasser.  Chesapeake  ft  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Rodgers, 
100  Va.  824,  41  8.  E.  732;  Cassida  v.  Oregon 
R.  ft  Nav.  Co.  14  Or.  551,  18  Pac.  488. 

Where  an  engineer,  after  seeing  a  man  on  a 
trestle,  checked  his  train,  and  could  have  avoid- 
ed a  collision,  but  relieved  the  brakes,  and  made 
no  further  effort  to  stop,  upon  the  man  taking 
a  position  on  a  cap-sill,  where  others  had  es- 
caped unhurt  while  a  train  was  passing,  the 
railroad  was  held  not  liable  for  an  Injury  in- 
flicted by  reason  of  the  man  not  holding  his 
head  back  far  enough  to  escape  the  train.  Lit- 
tle V.  Carolina  C.  R.  Co.  118  N.  C.  1072,  24 
8.  B.  514. 

Opposed  to  the  rule  of  the  foregoing  au- 
thorities that  the  situation  of  a  person  upon  a 
railroad  trestle  constitutes  in  itself  a  condl 
tlon  of  helplessness,  demanding  affirmative  ac- 
tion by  the  servants  of  the  railroad  to  avoid 
injury,  there  are  a  few  cases  holding  that  such 
duty  does  not  arise  until  it  becomes  apparent 
that  the  person  on  the  trestle  will  not  get  out 
of  harm's  way.  Smalley  v.  Southern  B.  Co. 
57  8.  C.  243,  35  S.  B.  489. 

And  In  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470. 
26  So.  168.  where  the  injured  party  saw  the 
approaching  train  when  at  the  further  end  of 
the  trestle,  and  in  time  to  get  off  to  a 
place  of  safety,  but,  instead,  started  to  run 
across  in  front  of  the  train,  it  Is  held  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  engineer  to  begin  to  std|> 
the  engine  only  from  the  moment  that  the  tre»- 
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lW8ser*s  conduct  made  it  reasonably  inauifeHt 
that  he  did  not  intend  to  get  out  of  the  way, 
or  could  not  reasonably  extricate  himself  from 
his  peril. 

la  North  Carolina,  where  the  law  imposes 
upon  railroad  companies  the  duty  of  maintain- 
ing a  looliout  for  trespassers,  a  railroad  com- 
pany is  liable  for  running  down  and  injuring 
a  person  negligently  walking  on  its  trestle,  and 
who  is  unable  to  saTe  himself,  if  those  in 
charge  of  the  train  discovered,  or  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  ordinary  care  might  have  discovered, 
the  peril  of  the  injured  person,  and  might,  by 
the  exercise  of  such  care,  have  avoided  the  ac- 
cident. Bogan  V.  Carolina  C.  R.  Co.  129  N. 
i\  154,  56  L.  R.  A.  418,  30  S.  B.  808. 

And  in  West  Virginia,  where  the  same  duty 
is  imposed  in  relation  to  trespassers,  the  fail- 
ure to  discover  two  children  sitting  astride  the 
Kuard  rail  on  a  trestle  is  culpable  negligence, 
where  the  evidence  tends  to  show  they  had 
been  there  for  some  time  before  being  struck 
by  the  train,  on  a  bright  June  morning,  and 
the  engineer  had  a  clear  view  of  the  trestle  for 
^  mile.  Gunn  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va. 
676,  86  Ii.  R.  A.  575,  26  8.  B.  546. 

On  the  other  hand,  in  Indiana,  where  no  lia- 
bility is  recognised  for  an  injury  to  a  tres- 
passer, unless  it  is  wilfully  inflicted,  a  rail- 
road company  was  not  liable  for  running  down 
a  person  on  a  trestle,  where  the  trespasser  saw 
the  train  at  a  distance  of  2,000  feet,  and 
having  started  to  retrace  his  steps  to  the  end 
of  the  trestle  100  feet  distant  the  engineer  be- 
lieved he  would  escape  until  it  was  too  late 
to  stop  the  train.  Ullrich  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C. 
ft  St.  L.  R.  Co.  161  Ind.  358,  61  N.  B.  95. 
This  harsh  rule  seems  to  obtain,  likewise,  in 
Kansas.  Mason  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  27  Kan. 
83,  41  Am.  Rep.  405. 

4.  FaUing  on  railway  traek. 

If  a  person  on  horseback  is  thrown  from 
bis  horse  upon  a  railroad  track,  in  front  of  an 
approaching  train,  and  is  lying  there  in  a 
stunned  or  insensible  condition,  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  those  in  charge  of  the  train  to  use  every 
means  within  their  power  to  stop  the  train; 
and,  if  they  fall  to  do  so,  and  the  Jury  are 
satisfied  that  such  exertions,  promptly  em- 
ployed, would  have  averted  the  injury,  the 
railroad  company  is  liable.  Tanner  v.  Louis 
viile  ft  N.  R.  Co.  60  Ala.  621. 

Where  a  woman  fell  twice  upon  a  railroad 
track,  in  attempting  to  cross  before  an  ap- 
proaching train,  and  the  employees  in  charge 
of  the  train  saw  her  from  the  beginning  to  the 
end  of  the  tragedy,  and  the  evidence  as  to  the 
distance  of  the  train  from  her  when  she  first 
stepped  upon  the  track  ranges  from  6  to  500 
feet,  and  that  of  the  speed  of  the  train  from 
6  to  20  miles  an  hour,  the  question  whether 
the  railroad  company,  in  running  over  the  wo- 
man, was  guilty  of  negligence  subsequent  to 
her  contributory  negligence,  is  a  question  for 
the  Jury.  Sullivan  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  117 
Mo.    214,    23    S.    W.    149. 

In  McKeon  v.  Stelnway  R.  Co.  20  App.  Div. 
601.  47  N.  Y.  Supp.  874,  the  plaintlfr,  by  a  col- 
lision occurring  through  his  negligence,  was 
thrown  from  his  wagon  onto  the  track  of  the 
defendant,  and,  while  lying,  there  in  an  uncon- 
Rcious  condition,  was  struck  by  one  of  defend- 
ant's cars.  The  trial  court  charged  the  Jury 
to  the  effect  that,  if  any  negligence  of  the 
plaintiff  contributed  to  the  collision  which 
M  L.  R    A. 


caused  him  to  be  thrown  upou  the  track,  what 
followed  was  in  like  manner  affected  by  that 
negligence,  and  he  coultl  not  recover.  Upon 
appeal,  such  instruction  was  held  to  be  er- 
roneous, the  court  saying:  **It  may,  in  view 
of  Ihe  finding  of  the  Jury,  be  assumed  that  the 
negligence  of  the  plaintiff  placed  him  in  the 
position  where  he  is  said  to  have  been  struck 
by  the  other  car,  and  that,  therefore,  the  in- 
jury there  received  by  him  was  in  some  senst' 
the  consequence  of  his  negligence.  But  it  does 
not  follow  that  this  -gave  legal  Immunity  to  the 
defendant  to  run  its  oar  onto  him.  The  negli- 
gence of  a  plaintiff  which  is 'effectual  to  relieve 
a  defendant  from  liability  for  the  consequences 
of  his  negligence  must  be  proximate  in  such 
sense  as  to  contribute  concurrently  to  the  re- 
sult complained  of.  Although  the  injury  may 
not  have  occurred  but  for  the  negligence  of  the 
former,  his  antecedent  negligence  may  not  be 
concurrent  or  simultaneous  in  such  sense  as  to 
relieve  the  latter  from  the  consequences  of  his 
negligence.  In  other  words,  when  a  plaintiff, 
by  his  negligence,  has  placed  himself  in  a  dan 
gerous  position,  the  defendant,  advised  of  his 
situation,  is  not  for  that  reason  legally  Justi- 
fied in  failing  to  use  reasonable  care  to  not 
injure  him." 

Likewise,  where  a  woman  while  crossing  the 
street  was  knocked  down  by  a  cab,  and  thrown 
upon  the  street  car  track,  and  while  in  that 
situation  she  was  run  over  by  one  of  the  de- 
fendant's cars,  the  Jury  was  instructed  that  her 
presence  upon  the  track  under  the  circum- 
stances gave  the  oar  driver  no  legal  license  to 
run  over  her,  but  that  he  was  bound  to  ex- 
ercise reasonable  care  to  avoid  doing  her  any 
further  injury.  Mooney  v.  Third  Ave.  R.  Co. ' 
2  N.  Y.  City  Ct.  Rep.  866. 

If  a  boy  is  lying  in  a  helpless  condition  upon 
a  street  car  track,  where  the  motorman  of  an 
approaching  car,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care,  can  discover  him  in  time  to  avoid  injur- 
ing him,  but,  instead,  wantonly,  recklessly,  and 
negligently  runs  the  car  over  him,  the  railroad 
company  la  liable,  regardless  of  how  the  boy 
came  to  be  on  the  track.  Chicago  City  R.  Co. 
V.  O'Donnell,  207  Hi.  478,  69  N.  B.  882. 

A  street  railway  company  is  chargeable  with 
negligence  in  running  over  a  child  who  has  fall- 
en upon  its  track,  at  such  distance  as  to  allow 
ample  time  for  the  stoppage  of  an  approaching 
car  before  reaching  him,  but  who  is  not  dis- 
covered by  the  driver  by  reason  of  his  being  en- 
gaged in  conversation  with  passengers,  with  his 
back  toward  the  horses.  Ordinary  care  is  not 
sufficient  under  such  circumstances.  If  a  hu- 
man being  is  seen  by  an  engineer  or  by  a  driver 
lying  upon  a  railroad  track,  it  is  his  duty  to 
exercise  the  very  highest  care,  and  to  make  the 
greatest  effort  to  avoid  his  destruction.  Mentz 
v.  Second  Ave.  R.  Co.  3  Abb.  App.  Dec.  274, 
Aflirming  2  Robt  356. 

A  contrary  rule  seems  to  be  laid  down,  with- 
out apparent  reason,  in  McDonald  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Street  R.  Co.  93  App.  Div.  238,  87  N.  Y. 
Supp.  699,  where  it  is  held  that  the  falling  of 
a  boy  upon  a  street  car  track  40  or  50  feet  in 
advance  of  a  car  does  not  present  a  situation 
calling  for  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  to 
avoid  injury,  although  the  car  might  have  been 
stopped  within  10  feet.  The  attempt  to  show 
that  the  facts  of  this  case  present  but  a 
single  situation  not  admitting  of  a  subsequent 
act  of  negligence,  which  distinguishes  it  from 
Weitzman  v.  Nassau  Blectric  R.  Co.  33  App. 
Div.  585,  53  N.  Y.  Supp.  905,  and  makes  tht' 
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/ule  of  the  latter  case  inapplicable,  is  difficult 
ot  .appreciation.  It  after  the  boy  fell  upon 
the  track,  he  was  seen*  by  the  car  driver  at  a 
distance  of  40  or  60  feet,  and  the  car  could 
have  been  stopped  within  10  feet,  it  would 
8eem  that  the  omission  to  stop  the  car  was  a 
failure  of  duty  for  which  the  railway  com- 
pany would  be  liable  under  the  doctrine  of  the 
cases  above  cited. 

And  where  a  boy,  in  crossing  the  street  be- 
fore an  approaching  car,  stumbled  and  fell  up- 
on the  track  at  such  distance  in  front  of  the 
car  as  that.  If  traveling  at  the  usual  rate  of 
speed,  it  would  have  reached  him  In  about  two 
seconds,  and  that  was  all  the  time  the  driver 
had  to  discover  his  peril,  apply  the  brakes,  and 
arrest  the  motion  of  the  car  before  reaching 
him,  and  there  was  no  evidence  that  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  vigilance  the  driver  could  have  arrest- 
ed the  car  in  time  to  have  avoided  Injuring 
him,  the  failure  to  stop  the  car  before  injury 
was  held  not  to  be  negligence.  Fen  ton  v.  Sec- 
ond Ave.  B.  Co.  126  N.  Y.  625.  26  N.  E.  967, 
Keversing  56  Hun,  99,  9  N.  Y.  Supp.  162. 

No  recovery  can  be  had  for  an  injury  to  a 
child  from  being  struck  by  an  electric  street 
car  where  the  child  fell  upon  the  track  In  an 
attempt  to  cross  the  street  in  front  of  the  car, 
and  the  motorman  had  the  car  so  well  under 
control  that  he  stopped  It  In  the  "briefest  in- 
stant of  time"  after  the  child  fell,  and  he  had 
roason  to  believe,  until  she  fell,  the  child  would 
cross  the  track  safely.  Stabenau  v.  Atlantic 
Ave.  R.  Co.  155  N.  Y.  611,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  698, 
50  N.   E.  277. 

In  Grlswold  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  183  Mass. 
,434,  67  N.  E.  354,  where  plaintiff  was  run 
over  by  an  engine  after  falling  upon  a  rail- 
road track,  and  was  unable  to  move,  It  does 
not  appear  whether  those  In  charge  of  the  en- 
gine discovered  plaintiff's  situation  in  time  to 
have  stopped  before  injuring  her;  but  the  court 
held  that,  being  a  trespasser,  the  defendant 
owed  her  no  duty  save  that  of  refraining  from 
wilfully  or  wantonly  running  her  down. 

And  no  obligation  rests  upon  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  stop  Its  train  to  care  for  a  trespasser 
who  has  fallen  from  another  train  to  the 
^  space  between  tracks,  where  he  is  in  such  a 
*  position  that  he  can  be  passed  in  safety,  and 
Injury  only  results  by  the  trespasser  making 
an  imprudent  movement,  whereby  a  part  of 
his  body  is  thrust  into  danger,  after  a  part  of 
the  train  has  passed.  However,  it  is  said  by 
the  court:  **Had  the  deceased  been  lying  on 
the  track,  where  be  must  have  been  struck  If 
he  had  not  moved,  the  case  would  have  been 
different."  McKenna  v.  New  York  C.  &  H. 
R.  R.  Co.  9  Daly,  262. 

The  duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  avoid 
injuring  a  person  thrown  upon  its  track,  out- 
side the  limits  of  the  highway,  arises  only  when 
the  perilous  position  of  such  person  is  seen  or 
known.  Western  Maryland  R.  Co.  v.  Kehoe, 
83  Md.  484,  36  Atl.  90. 

5.  Driving  f right ened  horse. 

First.     General  rule  as  to  duty  under  such 
circumstances. 

The  improved  means  of  locomotion  for  the 
propulsion  of  vehicles  using  the  public  high- 
way has  materially  increased  the  danper  from 
accident  to  those  using  the  highway  for  vehi- 
cles drawn  by  animal  power.  To  this  "new  sit 
IJ9  L.  R.  A. 


uatlon  the  courts  have  applied  the  common- 
law  principle,  that  one  must  so  use  his  own  as 
not  to  injure  another  (Hudson  •▼.  Louisville 
ft  N.  R.  Co.  14  Bush,  303),  and,  while  recog- 
nizing the  right  of  the  horseless  vehicles 
to  the  use  of  the  highway,  have  imposed 
upon  their  owners  the  duty  of  using  ordi- 
nary care  to  avoid  injury  to  those  who  are 
seen  to  be  in  peril  from  the  operation  of  such 
vehicles.  A  horse  seriously  frightened  is  diffi- 
cult to  control,  and  is  liable  to  become  unman- 
ageable; and,  to  the  extent  that  he  cannot  be 
controlled,  his  driver  is  in  a  helpless  situation, 
and  a  proper  subject  for  that  special  care  in 
avoidance  of  injury  which^the  law  requires  as 
to  other  helpless  persons. 

Street  railroads  being  granted  very  great 
privileges  cot  of  the  public  right,  their  treat- 
ment of  the  public  must  be  i*easonable  in  re- 
turn ;  so  that  if  a  person  or  a  team,  "through 
accident  or  misjudgment,  or  for  any  cause,  be 
caught  in  a  position  of  any  peril  by  coming  in 
collision  or  close  contact  with  the  cars.  It  Is 
the  duty  of  those  who  are  managing  the  cars 
to  use  all  possible  effort,  by  slackening  the 
speed  of  a  car  or  stopping  It  altogether,  In 
order  to  avoid  Injury.  If  a  horse  driven  by  a 
traveler  appears  to  be  restive  or  refractory  at 
the  sight  of  a  moving  car  the  movement  of  the 
car  should  be  managed  in  such  a  way  as  to  re- 
lieve, if  possible,  the  traveler  in  his  dilemma.** 
Flewelling  v.  licwlston  &  A.  Horse  R.  Co.  89 
Me.  585,  36  Atl.  1056. 

A  motorman  Is  supposed  to  know  that  his 
car  is  likely  to  frighten  horses  that  are  unac- 
customed to  the  sight  of  such  vehicles.  There- 
fore, "it  Is  his  duty,  If  he  sees  a  horse  In  the 
street  before  him  that  Is  greatly  frightened  at 
the  car,  so  as  to  endanger  his  driver  or  other 
persons  In  the  street,  to  do  what  he  reasonably 
can  In  the  management  of  his  car  to  diminish 
the  fright  of  the  horse ;  and  it  Is  also  his  duty 
In  running  the  car  to  look  out  and  see  whether, 
by  frightening  horses  or  otherwise,  he  Is  putting 
in  peril  other  |)erson8  lawfully  using  the  street 
on  foot  or  with  teams.  In  this  way  the  con- 
venience and  safety  of  everybody  can  be  pro- 
moted without  serious  detriment  to  anybody." 
Ellis  V.  Lynn  &  B.  R.  Co.  160  Mass.  341.  35  N. 
E.  1127;  Thompson  v.  Holyoke  Street  R.  Co. 
170  Mass.  365,  49  N.  E.  748;  Sunderland  v. 
Pioneer  Fire  Proof  Constr.  Co.  78  111.  App.  102 ; 
Ft,  Scott  Rapid-Transit  R.  Co.  v.  Page,  10  Kan. 
App.  362,  59  Pac.  090;  Owensboro  City  R.  Co. 
V.  Lyddane,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  698,  41  S.  W.  578; 
Lincoln  Rapid  Transit  Co.  v.  Nichols,  8T  Neb. 
332,  20  L.  R.  A.  853,  55  N.  W.  872 ;  McClellan 
V.  Ft.  Wayne  &  B.  I.  R.  Co.  105  Mich.  101,  62 
N.  W.  1025 ;  Meyers  v.  Brantford  Street  R.  Co. 
81  Ont.  Rep.  309. 

If  persons  In  charge  of  a  street  car  discover 
a  man  with  a  runaway  horse  on  the  track,  and 
that  he  may  be  saved  from  injury  by  stopping 
the  car.  It  is  their  duty  to  stop.  Thlei  v. 
South  Covington  &  C.  Street  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1590,  78  S.  W.  206. 

A  street  railway  company  is  liable  for  In- 
juries resulting  from  one  of  its  cars  negligently 
striking  a  frightened  horse  and  its  rider,  al- 
though the  horse  was  not  seen  by  the  motorman, 
by  reason  of  his  attention  being  attracted  to 
a  bicycle  that  was  keeping  pace  with  his  cnr. 
Omaha  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Duvall,  40  Neb.  29.  58 
N.  W.  531. 

"The  sum  of  the  adjudicated  cases  bearing 
upon   the  relative  rights  and   duties  of  street 
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cars  and  citizens  traveling  In  vehicles  drawn  by 
horses  or  other  animals  is,  that  both  have  a 
right  to  use  the  street,  but  that  neither  has  an 
exclusive  right.  The  operator  ot  a  street  car 
is  not  necessarily  obliged  to  stop  the  car  every 
time  a  horse'shies  or  scares  at  the  approaching 
car;  but,  when  the  operator  of  the  car  sees 
that  a  horse  Is  frightened  at  the  car,  It  is  his 
duty  to  manage  his  car  in  such  manner  as  a 
man  of  ordinary  prudence  would  do  under  the 
same  circumstances;  and  it  is  always  a  ques- 
tion of  fact  for  the  Jury  whether  such  care  in 
the  running  of  the  car  has  been  observed.  This 
duty  may,  or  may  not,  lead  to  the  necessity 
for  bringing  a  car  to  a  full  stop.  The  duty 
of  the  company  in  this  regard  is  Just  the  same 
as  the  duty  of  one  Individual  or  citizen  to 
another  when  they  meet  on  the  highway,  and 
the  horse  of  the  one  becomes  frightened  at 
the  vehicle  of  the  other,  or  at  anything  upon 
the  vehicle  of  another."  Gates  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Street  R.  Co.  168  Mo.  535,  68  L.  R.  A.  447, 
68  S.  W.  906. 

This  statement  of  the  law  is  cited  with  ap- 
proval In  Schafstette  v.  8t  Louis  &  M.  Biver 
R.  Co.  175  Mo.  142,  74  S.  W.  826. 

Where  an  electric  car  ran  into  a  frightened 
horse.  It  was  held  that,  "so  long  as  the  right 
of  a  common  user  of  the  tracks  exists  In  the 
public,  it  Is  the  duty  of  passenger  railway 
companies  to  exercise  such  watchful  care  as 
will  prevent  accidents  or  injuries  to  persons 
who,  without  negligence  on  their  own  part, 
may  not  at  the  moment  be  able  to  get  out  of 
the  way  of  a  passing  car.  The  degree  of  care 
to  be  exercised  must  necessarily  vary  with  the 
circumstances,  and  therefore  no  unbending  rule 
can  be  laid  down.'*  Gibbons  v.  Wilkes-Barre 
&  Suburban  Street  R.  Co.  155  Pa.  279,  26  Atl. 
417. 

A     motorman  running  a  car  at  the  speed  of 

8  or  10  miles  an  hour  is  negligent  in  not 
slackening  the  speed  of  his  car,  where,  by  the 
exercise  of  reasonable  care,  he  might  have  seen, 
by  the  aid  of  electric  lights,  a  colt,  attached 
to  a  vehicle,  shying  at  the  approach  of  his  car 
when  a  block  distant,  and  that,  when  the  car 
approached  within  25  feet,  the  colt  turned  sud- 
denly, and  attempted  to  cross  the  track  in 
front  of  the  car.  Marion  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Carr, 
10  Ind.  App.  200,  37  N.  E.  952. 

If,  by  checking  the  speea  of  his  car  upon 
first  perceiving  the  fright  of  a  horse,  a  motor- 
man  would  have  been  able  to  stop  his  car 
after  the  horse  Jumped  across  the  track,  his 
failure  to  take  such  precaution.  In  view  of 
the  peril  of  those  in  the  vehicle  to  which  the 
horse  was  attached,  is  negligence.  Citizens' 
Street  R.  Co.  v.  Lowe.  12  Ind.  App.  47,  39  N. 
E.   165. 

If  a  motorman  in  charge  of  a  street  car 
sees  a  horse  frightened  by  its  approach,  and 
backing  the  wagon  to  which  It  is  attached  onto 
the  track  in  front  of  the  car,  and  that  there  is 
danger  of  a  collision ;  and  the  car  can  be 
stopped  In  time  to  prevent  a  collision,  the 
failure  to  stop  is  negligence.  Richter  v.  Cicero 
k  P.  Street  R.  Co.  70  111.  App.  106 ;  Lexington 
R.  Co.  V.  Fain,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  2243,  80  S.  W. 
463. 

If  the  motorman  of  a  street  car  sees  that  a 
horse  being  led  In  the  highway  has  become  un- 
manageable, and  that  its  fright  is  due  to  the 
approach  of  his  car,  it  is  his  duty  to  put  his 
car  under  such  control  as  to  be  able  to  stop  it, 
and  to  take  all  necessary  precautions  to  that 
end;  and  the  failure  to  do  so  is  negligence. 

09  L.  R.  A. 


Cameron  v.  Jersey  City,  H.  &  P.  Street  B.  Go. 
70  N.  J.  L.  633,  57  Atl.  417. 

And  the  same  duty  is  imposed  upon  those 
operating  steam  railroads  where  their  opera- 
tion is  likely  to  result  in  injury  to  drivers  of 
frightened  animals. 

If  a  locomotive  engineer  sees  a  man  with  a 
wagon  and  team  between  tracks  at  a  railway 
crossing,  and  that  the  team  is  scared  and  un- 
manageable, and  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care  and  diligence  he  can  stop  the  train  in  time 
to  avoid  a  collision,  his  failure  to  do  so  is 
negligence,  for  whicH  the  railroad  company  Is 
liable,  even  though  he  resorts  to  means  which 
seem  to  him  best  to  avoid  the  accident.  Pence 
V.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  79  Iowa,  389,  44 
N.  W.  686. 

Evidence  that  an  engineer  opened  the  steam 
cocks  of  his  engine,  and  began  to  move  the 
same,  while  plaintiff  was  trying  to  calm  his 
frightened  horse  at  a  highway  crossing,  and 
thereby  caused  the  horse  to  take  greater  fright, 
and  to  spring  down  an  embankment,  woereby 
plalntur  was  injured,  will  support  a  verdict 
for  plaintiff.  Inabnett  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  ft 
S.  R.  Co.  60  Ark.  130,  61  S.  W.  570 ;  Toledo,  W. 
&  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  111.  298,  95  Am.  Dec. 
489. 

A  railroad  company  has  no  right  to  continue 
blowing  a  locomotive  whistle  In  a  city,  town 
or  village,  for  the  purpose  of  giving  a  signal 
of  Its  approach  to  the  station,  after  the  engi- 
neer discovers  that  a  blast  of  the  whistle  al- 
ready given  has  frightened  a  horse  drawing  a 
vehicle  along  the  public  road,  and  that  the 
horse  will  probably  be  more  frightened  by  con- 
tinuing to  blow  till  the  signal  is  completed ; 
the  driver  seated  in  the  vehicle  being  engaged 
in  an  effort  to  control  the  animal.  Akrldge  v. 
Atlanta  &  W.  P.  R.  Co.  90  Oa.  232.  16  S.  E.  81 ; 
Gulf,  C.  &  S.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Spence  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  32  S.  W.  329;  Manchester  South  Junc- 
tion &  A.  R.  Co.  V.  Fullarton,  14  C.  B.  N.  S. 
54. 

Even  though  there  Is  reason  for  the  blowing 
of  the  whistle  of  an  engine,  still,  if  the  engineer 
sees  that  a  horse  in  the  highway  will  be  fright- 
ened, and  its  driver  probably  injured;  and  he 
can  desist  from  blowing  it  consistently  with 
his  duties,  and  without  damage  to  the  railroad 
company.  It  is  his  duty  to  refrain  from  blow- 
ing it  for  a  reasonable  time.  St.  Louis  S.  W. 
R.  Co.  V.  Kllman  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  86  S.  W. 
1050. 

Second.     Basis  of  duty  in  such  cases. 

It  Is  not  the  danger  of  collision  which  is  the 
basis  of  the  duty  in  such  cases,  but  the  equal- 
ity of  right  as  between  persons  using  the  high- 
way, and  the  obligation  of  each  to  use  the  same 
with  a  reasonable  regard  for  the  safety  and 
convenience  of  others.  This  "reasonable  re- 
gard" involves  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
to  prevent  one's  conduct  or  property  becoming 
an  instrument  of  injury  to  others  lawfully  us- 
ing the  highway ;  and,  when  such  other  persons 
have  been  rendered  helpless.  In  a  measure, 
through  the  fright  of  their  animals,  ordinary 
care  as  to  them  means  such  especial  care  as 
may  reasonably  be  expected  of  one  under  the 
circumstances  of  the  particular  situation  to 
prevent  the  threatened  injury.  Ellis  v.  Lynn 
&  B.  B.  Co.  160  Mass.  341,  36  N.  E.  1127; 
Gates  T.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  168  Mo. 
535,  58  L.  R.  A.  447,  68  S.  W.  906. 
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Munifestation    of    peril    necessary    to 
creation  of  duty. 


Generally  the  mere  fright  of  horses  is  In- 
sufflclent  to  Impose  upon  those  causing  the 
same  the  duty  of  this  especial  care.  If  the 
driver  is  a  person  apparently  able  to  control  his 
horse,  notwithstanding  its  fright,  the  duty  of 
increased  care  can  hardly  be  said  to  arise.  On 
the  other  hand,  if  the  driver  Is  a  woman  or 
young  person,  or  if  it  is  apparent  that  the 
horse,  whoever  the  driver,  has  become  unman- 
ageable, then  a  situation* is  presented  which 
demands  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  accord- 
ing to  the  necessities  of  the  situation,  to 
diminish  the  fright  of  the  horse,  and  prevent 
any  resulting  damage.  As  a  general  rule, 
therefore,  the  fright  of  the  horse  must  be  ac- 
companied by  some  manifestation  of  peril  in 
order  to  create  the  duty.  Gates  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Street  R.  Co.  168  Mo.  535.  58  L.  R.  A.  447, 

68  S.  W.  906 ;  East  St.  Louis  &  St.  L.  Electric 
Street  R.  Co.  v.  Wachtel,  63  111.  App.  181 ;  Lake 
Erie  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Juday,  19  Ind.  App.  436, 
49  N.  E.  843. 

In  Hammond,  W.  &  E.  C.  Electric  R.  Co.  v. 
Eads,  32  Ind.  App.  249,  69  N.  E.  555,  it  Is  held 
that  a  motorman  is  not  required  to  stop  his 
car  immediately  upon  seeing  a  horse  or  team 
by  the  side  of  the  track  manifesting  fright,  un- 
less the  situation  is  such  as  would  lead  a  rea- 
sonable man  to  believe  that  damage  to  persons 
or  property  cannot  otherwise  be  avoided.  But 
it  is  held  to  be  culpable  negligence  not  to  stop 
a  car,  where  the  motorman  sees  a  horse  that 
has  become  unmanageable  dragging  its  driver, 
and  running  near  the  track,  and  swerving  from 
Bide  to  side. 

Eastwood  V.  La  Crosse  City  R.  Co.  94  Wis. 
163.  68  N.  W.  651,  holds  that  an  inference  of 
negligence  Is  not  Justified  from  the  facts  that 
a  motorman  saw,  or  might  have  seen,  at  a  dis- 
tance of  175  feet,  upon  a  well-traveled  road,  a 
gentle  team,  driven  by  a  full-grown  man,  be- 
ginning to  prance,  but  failed  to  put  on  the 
brakes  and  throw  off  the  current  until  some- 
where from  40  to  100  feet  from  the  point  where 
the  team  backed  suddenly,  and  threw  the  corner 
of  the  sleigh  to  which  it  was  attached  against 
the  car. 

And  in  Cornell  v.  Detroit  Electric  R.  Co.  82 
Midi.  495,  46  N.  W.  791,  It  Is  said  that  a 
street  railway  company  fulfils  its  duty  by  com- 
mencing to  run  its  car  more  slowly  upon  ob- 
serving the  fright  of  a  colt  with  a  man  at  his 
head,  from  350  to  400  feet  distant.  The  in- 
Jury  in  this  case  occurred  after  the  colt  had 
been  led  into  an  adjacent  field,  when  the  car 
was  yet  150  to  200  feet  distant. 

The  sounding  of  a  railroad  whistle  when 
within  a  few  steps  of  a  horse  that  has  become 
frightened  will  i^ot  of  itself  give  a  right  of  ac- 
tion ;  but  It  must  be  shown  that  the  circum- 
stances attending  its  use  are  such  that  a 
prudent  regard  for  the  rights  of  others  forbids 
It.  Hudson  V.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  14  Bush, 
303. 

Whether  the  circumstances  were  such  as 
to  apprise  a  locomotive  engineer,  or  to  charge 
him  with  notice,  of  the  peril  attending  the 
continued  blowing  of  his  whistle,  where  a  horse 
had  been  frightened  thereby,  Is  a  question  for 
the  jury.  Akridge  ▼.  Atlanta  &  W.  P.  R.  Co. 
90  Oa.  232,  16  S.  E.  81. 

69  L.  R.  A. 


Fourth.     Causing    fright,    without    subsequent 
negligence,  will  not  create  liability. 

Since  owners  of  vehicles  run  by  motive  power 
have  the  same  right  to  use  the  highway  a» 
those  using  animal  power,  they  are  not  respon- 
sible for  injuries  resulting  from  the  fright  of 
horses  at  the  sight  of  such  vehicles,  unless  they 
fall  to  use  reasonable  care  to  avoid  injury,  after 
they  discover,  or  are  negligent  in  not  discover- 
ing, a  situation  demanding  especial  care  on 
their  part  to  prevent  injury  resulting  from  thi» 
exercise  of  their  otherwise  lawful  right.  Kan- 
kakee Electric  R.  Co.  v.  Lade,  56  111.  App.  454 ; 
Galesburg  Electric  Motor  k  P.  Co.  v.  Mcnvllle, 
61  111.  App.  490. 

A  motorman  is  not  negligent.  If,  upon  dis- 
covering the  fright  of  a  horse  crossing  the- 
track,  he  turns  off  the  motive  power,  applies 
the  brake,  and  makes  every  proper  effort  t& 
prevent  a  collision,  and  avoid  further  frighten- 
ing the  horse.  O'Brien  v.  Blue  Hill  Street  R. 
Co.  186  Mass.  446,  71  N.  E.  951. 

If  a  car  approaches  a  frightened  team  on  a 
bridge  slowly  until  within  60  feet  of  the  team, 
and  then  stops,  the  railway  company  cannot  be 
held  liable  for  injuries  sustained  by  the  driver 
of  the  team  from  the  horses  shying  after  they 
reach  the  car.  Kankakee  Electric  R.  Co.  v. 
Lade,  56  111.  App.  454. 

A  railway  company  Is  not  liable  for  causing 
death,  through  the  collision  of  one  of  Its  cars 
with  a  runa>vay  horse,  where  the  motorman  at 
first  sight  of  the  horse  threw  off  the  current 
and  checked  the  speed  of  the  car,  and  had  run 
only  from  30  to  50  feet  when  the  horse  turned 
suddenly  across  the  path  of  the  car,  and  tne 
vehicle  to  which  It  was  attached  was  struck  be- 
fore the  car  could  be  stopped.  Bishop  v.  Belle 
City  Street  R.  Co.  92  Wis.  1.39,  65  N.  W.  733. 

Evidence  that  a  horse  shied  when  from  20 
to  30  feet  from  an  electric  street  car  running 
at  Its  usual  speed,  and  that  after  the  car  had 
passed  the  horse  made  a  sharp  turn  and  upset 
the  vehicle  to  which  it  was  attached,  thereby 
injuring  its  driver,  does  not  show  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  railway  company.  Tlngst  v. 
Lebanon  &  A.  Street  R.  Co.  167  Pa.  438,  81 
Atl.  687. 

Where  a  street  car  company  is  doing  the 
thing  it  has  a  right  to  do,  no  presumption  of 
negligence  arises  from  the  fact  of  injury  from 
the  fright  of  a  horse ;  and  a  claim  that  the  com- 
pany is  negligent  in  not  exercising  its  right  in 
such  a  way  as  to  minimize  an  impending  danger 
which  is  apparent  to  the  motorman  must  be- 
supported  by  proof.  Atlanta  R.  &  Power  Co. 
V.  Johnson,  120  Ga.  908.  48  S.  B.  389. 

Fifth.     Duty  where  fright  caused  by  sounding 
gong. 

A  street  railway  company,  in  operating  Its 
cars  along  the  street,  has  the  right,  when  oc- 
casion requires,  as  a  measure  of  precaution,  t& 
avert  danger  to  its  passengers  and  the  travel- 
ing public,  to  ring  a  bell  or  sound  a  gong,  and 
Is  required  to  sound  it  when  approaching  a 
public  crossing.  But  this  duty  or  privilege 
does  not  warrant  the  bell  or  gong  being  sounded 
when  it  appears  that  It  Is  dangerous  to  those 
traveling  along  the  street  to  do  so.  When  th« 
circumstances  are  such  as  reasonably  to  lead  to- 
the  belief  that  to  continue  to  do  so  will  likely 
cause  a  horse  or  team  to  become  unmanageable 
or  run  away,  and  thereby  cause  injury  to  the 
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person  or  property  of  someone.  It  is  the  duty 
of  the  company  to  cease  ringing:  the  bell  or 
sounding  the  gong.  Citizens'  R.  Co.  t.  Hair 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  82  S.  W.  1050;  Galesburg 
Electric  Motor  &  P.  Co.  ▼.  Manvllle,  61  111. 
App.  490. 

A  contrary  view  seems  to  be  taken  In  Stelner 
T.  Philadelphia  Traction  Co.  184  Pa.  199,  19 
Atl.  491«  where  it  Is  held  that  a  motorman  who 
brings  his  car  to  a  stop  alongside  a  restive 
horse  may  continue  to  sound  his  gong,  although 
it  is  needlessly  done.  The  opinion  is  very  un- 
satisfactory in  its  reasoning,  and  seems  to  as- 
sume that  the  duty  of  sounding  the  gong  as 
a  signal  on  proper  occasions  to  give  warning 
and  avoid  collisions  Justifies  its  use  where  it 
will  be  nttended  with  the  very  result  in  avoid- 
ance of  which  the  duty  is  imposed,  vUt,,  the 
infliction  of  injury. 

The  holding  of  the  last-clted  case  is  repudi- 
ated by  the  Federal  circuit  court  for  the  east- 
ern district  of  Pennsylvania,  in  Lightcap  v. 
Philadelphia  Traction  Co.  60  Fed.  212,  where 
the  grlpman  of  a  cable  car,  seeing  a  horse  near 
the  track  and  very  much  frightened  by  the 
approach  of  the  car,  so  sounded  his  gong  as  to 
cause  the  horse  to  Jump  upon  the  track,  when 
a  collision  occurred,  and  the  driver  was  in 
Jured.  It  was  held  that  the  gong  might  be  so 
rung,  and  under  such  circumstances,  as  to 
amount  to  negligence,  and  whether  it  was  so 
rung  should  be  left  to  the  Jury.  In  comment- 
ing upon  the  Pennsylvania  case.  Dallas,  J., 
says:  While  the  proper  use  of  a  gong  by  a 
street  railway  company  Is  "rightful,  it  is  no 
less  true  that  it  may  be  so  used  as  to  endanger 
the  safety  of  those  who,  equally  with  the 
operators  of  street  railways,  are  entitled,  with- 
out encountering  unnecessary  peril  to  person 
or  property,  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  public 
highways;  and  it  Is  not,  in  my  opinion,  too 
much  to  insist  that  a  device  which  may  both 
avert  and  occasion  casualties  shall  be  used 
with. that  degree  of  care  which,  under  the  cir- 
cumstances, a  man  of  ordinary  prudence  would 
exercise  as  well  to  avoid  causing  accidents  as 
for  their  prevention.  I  agree  that  the  law 
not  only  permits,  but  requires,  the  proper  use 
of  the  gong;  but  this  does  not  sanction  its 
wanton  and  needless  use,  nor  relieve  from  lia- 
bility for  any  harm  resulting  from  unneces- 
sarily, recklessly,  and  violently  ringing  it, 
where,  by  due  prudence,  such  harm  might  be 
properly  avoided.  And  I  cannot  yield  my  as- 
sent to  the  proposition  that  because  it  Is,  in 
general,  the  duty  of  the  grlpman  to  ring  his 
gong  with  sufficient  emphasis  upon  proper  oc- 
casions, therefore  he  may  ring  It  violently  in 
the  face  of  a  frightened  horse,  and  without 
any  necessity  whatever."  This  decision  was 
affirmed  on  appeal  in  10  C.  C.  A.  46,  17  U.  S. 
App.  605,  61  Fed.  762. 

"The  true  rule  is,  while  the  bell  must  ordin- 
arily be  sounded  to  give  notice  of  the  approach 
of  the  car,  still.  If  the  operator  of  the  car  sees 
that  a  horse  is  already  frightened  by  the  ap- 
proach of  the  car,  and  that  the  citizen  Is  in 
danger,  it  is  his  duty  to  cease  sounding  the  bell, 
and  to  even  stop.  If  necessary ;  and  if,  instead 
of  doing  so,  he  continues  to  sound  the  gong  or 
ring  the  bell,  and  further  frighten  the  horse, 
and  cause  him  to  run  away,  the  company  Is 
liable  for  Injuries  Inflicted  In  consequence 
thereof."  Gates  v.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co. 
16R  Mo.  535,  58  L.  R.  A.  447,  68  S.  W.  906. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Sixth.     Care  required  Is  question  for  jury. 

What  ordinary  care  requires  to  avoid  acci- 
dent, after  discovering  the  fright  of  a  horse,  is 
ordinarily  a  question  for  the  jury  to  determine 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  case.  Kan- 
kakee Electric  R.  Co.  v.  Lade,  56  111.  App.  454 ; 
East  St.  Louis  &  St.  L.  Electric  Street  R.  Co.  v. 
Wachtel,  63  III.  App.  181 ;  Gates  v.  Metropoli- 
tan Street  R.  Co.  168  Mo.  685,  68  L.  R.  A.  447. 
68  8.  W.  906 ;  Kelly  v.  Pittsburg  &  B.  Traction 
Co.  10  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  644. 

The  question  of  a  street  railway  company's 
negligence  was  properly  left  to  the  jury,  where 
a  horse  driven  by  a  woman  became  frightened 
at  an  approaching  car  as  she  was  about  to 
cross  the  track,  and  after  she  had  turned  to 
avoid  a  collision,  and  the  horse  was  running 
parallel  to  the  track,  the  company's  car  fol- 
lowed sounding  its  gong,  and  when  alongside 
the  plaintiff  the  gong  was  again  sounded,  cans 
ing  the  horse  to  spring  to  the  side  of  the  street, 
and  throw  plaintiff  to  the  ground.  Benjamin 
V.  Holyoke  Street  R.  Co.  160  Mass.  8,  39  Am. 
St.  Rep.  446,  35  N.  E.  95. 

It  Is  erroneous  to  Instruct  a  Jury,  In  an  ac- 
tion for  injuries  caused  by  the  negligent  opera- 
tion of  defendant's  cars  after  plaintiff's  team 
had  become  unmanageable,  **that  defendant's 
motorman  had  the  right,  and  It  was  his  duty, 
if  he  saw  a  team  ahead  of  him  on  the  approach, 
although  not  on  the  railway  track,  but  right 
alongside  of  It,  to  keep  his  car  moving,  what- 
ever sound  mtgtft  attend  its  operation,  and  to 
sound  the  gong  and  give  notice  to  the  person 
in  charge  of  such  team  that  the  car  was  ap- 
proaching ;  and  that  such  action  on  the  part  of 
the  motorman  Is  not  and  cannot  by  the  Jury  be 
taken  to  be  negligence,  or  want  of  ordinary 
care ;  and  that  a  motorman,  under  such  circum- 
stances, had  the  right  to  assume  that  the  sound- 
ing of  the  gong  would  not  frighten  a  team 
ahead  of  him ;  and,  even  If  the  movement  of 
the  car  or  the  sounding  of  the  gong  did  frighten 
a  team,  and  the  motorman  saw  It,  but  the  team 
was  not  evidently,  and  while  the  motorman 
could  see  it  as  his  car  moved  along,  so  fright- 
ened as  to  be  ^beyond-  the  control  of  the  driver, 
the  motorman  had  still  a  right  to  proceed  on 
Lis  way  with  his  car,  and  his  doing  so  would 
not  be  negligence,  nor  could  It  be  attvlbuted  to 
the  want  of  ordinary  care."  Such  instruction, 
it  is  said,  not  only  invades  the  province  of  the 
Jury,  but  it  is  not  the  law.  Wachtel  v.  East 
St.  Louis  &  St.  L.  Electric  R.  Co.  77  111.  App. 
466. 

Seventh.     Refraining  from  wilful  or  wanton  In- 
Jury  not  measure  of  duty. 

There  are  a  few  cases  holding  that  a  street 
railway  company  is  liable  only  for  wilful  or 
wanton  injury  to  drivers  of  frightened  horses; 
but  it  is  not  clear  whether  the  opinions  are 
based  upon  a  misapprehension  of  the  duty  ow- 
ing persons  under  such  disability  upon  the  pub- 
lic highway,  or  exhibit  merely  a  want  of  dis- 
crimination in  the  use  of  terms. 

For  instance,  in  Chapman  v.  Zanesville  Street 
R.  Co.  27  Ohio  L.  J.  70  (a  decision  at  nisi 
prius),  it  is  said  that  one  in  charge  of  an 
electric  car  is  not  "bound  to  stop  his  car  sim- 
ply because  a  horse  that  is  being  driven  on  the 
same  street  has  become  frightened  at  the  ap- 
pearance and  noise  of  the  car.  Gn  the  con- 
trary, he  may  proceed  at  the  u(fuEl^pef|i«^]^d 
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with  the  usual  noise.  In  doing  this  be  would 
not  be  negligent,  and  would  not  Invade  any 
right  of  the  driver  of  the  horae.  But  If  the 
circumstances  were  such  that  failure  to  stop 
the  car  would  show  a  wanton  and  wilful  dis- 
regard for  the  safety  of  the  driver  of  the  horse, 
so  that  the  continued  movement  of  the  car 
could  be  attributed  only  to  wantonness  or  mal- 
ice, and  not  to  discharge  of  duty  under  his 
employment,  he  would  then  be  negligent,  and 
for  such  negligence  there  would  be  a  liability  of 
the  company.*'  All  the  cases  cited  In  support 
of  the  opinion  are  actions  for  causing  fright, 
which,  of  course,  is  a  different  question  from 
that  of  the  duty  Imposed  by  the  situation  creat- 
ed by  such  fright. 

The  case  of  Terre  Haute  Blectric  B.  Co.  v. 
Yant,  21  Ind.  App.  486,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  376, 
51  N.  E.  732,  also  holds  that  a  street  railway 
company  is  not  required  to  stop  its  car  upon 
seeing  a  horse  frightened  at  its  approach,  and 
unmanageable,  unless  the  motorman  has  reason 
to  apprehend  the  accident  that  occurs,  or,  upon 
seeing  the  persons  in  the  vehicle  in  imminent 
peril,  act^  in  a  manner  attributable  only  to 
wanton  disregard  for  their  safety.  The  lan- 
guage of  this  decision  seems  to  lay  down  the 
rule  that  no  liability  arises  under  such  cir- 
cumstances, unless  the  injury  was  wilfully  or 
wantonly  Inflicted.  If  it  is  to  be  so  construed, 
it  is  out  of  accord  with  other  decisions  of  that 
state,  and  is  without  authority  to  support  it. 
In  Muncie  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Maynard,  5  Ind. 
App.  372,  82  N.  B.  343,  a  case  of  Injury  to 
property,  the  railway  company  was  held  liable 
upon  the  ground  of  mere  negligence,  the  court 
saying :  "We  think  the  evidence  shows  that  the 
engineer  could  have  seen  the  helpless  condition 
of  appellee  in  time  to  have  stopped  his  train 
and  have  avoided  the  injury.  It  was  his  duty 
to  be  constantly  on  the  alert,  and,  if  he  dis- 
covered appellee's  property  so  situated  that  in- 
Jury  must  follow  unless  he  stop  bis  engine,  it 
was  his  duty  to  make  all  reasonable  effort  to  do 
so."  And  at  the  close  of  its  opinion  the  court 
declares  the  railway  company  liable,  because, 
though  its  servants  did  not  see,  they  "could 
have  seen,"  the  plaintiff's  danger  in  ample  time 
•/to  avoid  the  injury.  Again,  In  Lake  Erie 
&  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Juday,  19  Ind.  App.  436. 
49  N.  E.  848,  the  same  court  upheld  the  suf- 
ficiency 6f  a  complaint  alleging  defendants 
negligent  failure  to  stop  a  hand  car,  at  which 
plaintiff's  horse  had  taken  fright,  upon  the 
ground  that  after  the  first  sudden  fright,  with 
a  knowledge  of  the  cause  thereof,  the  servants 
continued  the  speed  of  the  car.  after  observ- 
ing the  apparent  danger  to  appellee,  and  with- 
out attempting  to  stop.  These  facts,  as 
averred  in  the  complaint,  were  octs  of  negli- 
pence.  And  the  court  declares  it  to  be  "sound 
doctrine,  strongly  intrenched  by  the  authori- 
tfpR.  that  when  one  person  sees  another  in  dan- 
ger or  peril,  from  which  he  Is  unable  to  extri- 
cate himself  with  reasonable  care  and  prudence, 
it  is  the  highest  duty  of  such  person  so  to  act 
as  not  to  increase  the  peril,  and,  if  he  does 
act  In  a  manner  to  increase  the  danger  with 
a  full  knowledge  of  the  facts,  it  is  negligence, 
for  which  he  may  be  required  to  respond  in 
damages.'* 

Finally,  in  the  recent  case  of  Nichols  t. 
Baltimore  &  O.  S.  W.  R.  Co.  (Ind.  App.)  70 
N.  E.  188,  the  same  Judge  who  wrote  the  opin- 
ion In  Terre  Haute  Blectric  R.  Co.  v.  Yant, 
21  Ind.  App.  486,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  376.  51  N. 
E.  732,  approves  an  instruction  that  If,  on 
60  L.  R.  A. 


the  approach  of  a  railroad  train  to  a  highway 
crossing,  the  engineer  in  charge  of  the  engine 
observes  a  team  near  the  crossing,  evidently 
frightened,  and  becoming  unmanageable,  it  Is 
the  duty  of  the  engineer  to  refrain  from  giving 
signals  or  doing  any  act  that  tends  to  in- 
crease the  fright  of  the  team:  an'd  If,  by 
reasonable  exertion,  he  can  avoid  the  accident 
by  stopping  the  trahOL,  It  is  his  duty  to  do  so. 
The  theory  that  street  railway  companies  are 
not  liable  for  mere  negligence,  where  horses 
are  frightened  by  the  operation  of  their  cars,  is 
expressly  repudiated  in  Gates  v.  Metropolitan 
Street  R.  Co.  168  Mo.  535,  68  L.  R.  A.  447, 
68  8.  W.  906,  the  court  saying:  ''Because  a 
street  car  carries  more  people  than  any  other 
kind  of  a  conveyance,  or  because  it  Is  author- 
ized to  run  more  rapidly  than  a  vehicle  can  or- 
dinarily be  legally  driven,  or  because  the  rush 
and  restlessness  of  the  age  make  unreasonable 
demands  for  more  and  more  rapid  transit  along 
the  crowded  thoroughfares  of  popalons  cities,  it 
does  not  follow  that  a  street  car  can  be  run  In 
disregard  of  the  rights  of  persons  traveling 
by  other  means ;  nor  that  a  street  car  company 
is  exempt  from  the  common-law  duty  of  every- 
one to  exercise  ordinary  care;  nor  that  it  Is 
only  liable  where  the  agents  act  wantonly,  ma- 
liciously, and  heedlessly." 

6.  Instances  of  other  helpless  situations. 

If  a  person  is  driving  a  cart  at  an  unusually 
rapid  pace,  and  drives  over  another,  and  kills 
him,  he  is  guilty  of  manslaughter,  though  he 
calls  to  the  deceased  to  get  out  of  the  way, 
and  he  might  do  so,  if  he  were  not  drunk.  Rex 
V.  Walker,  1  Car.  &  P.  320. 

Where  one  negligently  attempting  to  pass 
through  a  small  opening  between  freight  cars 
at  a  crossing  is  caught,  but  not  fatally  injured, 
and  notice  of  his  perilous  situation  is  given  the 
railroad  employees  in  time  to  reverse  the  mo- 
tion of  the  cars,  and  prevent  further  injury, 
but  no  attention  is  given  to  such  warning,  and 
the  person  is  killed  by  the  cars  coming  together, 
the  railroad  company  is  responsible  for  the  con- 
sequences, notwithstanding  the  negligence  of 
the  deceased.  Pannell  v.  Nashville,  F.  ft  S.  R. 
Co.  97  Ala.  298,  12  So.  236. 

It  is  negligence,  if  not  wantonness,  for  a 
street  car  company  to  run  its  car  Into  a  wagon 
on  the  track  while  the  driver  of  the  wagon  is 
endeavoring  to  get  up  his  horse,  whl^  has  fall- 
en, thereby  throwing  the  driver  to  the  ground 
and  Injuring  him.  The  driver  has  a  right,  in 
such  case,  to  act  upon  the  supposition  that,  see- 
ing the  lne.rtrlcable  position  which  his  wagon 
occupies,  the  motorman  will  apply  the  neces- 
sary mean^^to  stop  his  car.  Kansas  City-I^eav- 
en  worth  R,  Co.  v.  I^ngley  (Kan.)  78  Pac.  858. 

Where  a  stceet-car  motorman  sees  a  small  boy 
clinging  to  th#fl|!wer  step  of  the  car.  and  cry- 
ing "Lot  me  off,"  and,  instead  of  stopping,  or 
attempting  to  stop,  the  car,  he  Increases  its 
speed,  and  so  causes*  the  boy  to  be  thrown  off 
and  injured,  he  Is  guilty  of  wilful  or  wanton 
injury.  And  It  is  no  defense  that  he  does  not 
actually  intend  the  result.  In  such  case  "there 
is  a  constructive  Intention  as  to  the  conse- 
quences, which,  entering  into  the  wilful,  in- 
tentional act,  the  law  imputes  to  the  offender, 
and  in  this  way  a  charge  which  otherwise 
would  be  mere  negligence  becomes,  by  reason 
of  a  reckless  disregard  of  probable  consequences, 
a  wilful  wrong.     That  this  constructive  inten- 
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tion  to  do  an  {Djury  in  such  cases  will  be  im- 
puted in  the  absence  of  an  actual  intent  to  harm 
a  particular  person  Is  recognized  as  an  ele- 
mentary principle  in  criminal  law.  It  is  also 
recognised  in  civil  actions  for  recklessly  and 
wantonly  injuring  others  by  carelessness.*' 
Aiken  v.  Holyoke  Street  R.  Co.  180  Mass.  8, 
61  N.  E.  557,  184  Mass.  269,  68  N.  E.  238. 

Where  a  street  is  bounded  by  a  wall  on  one 
side,  and  there  is  no  sidewalk  on  that  side, 
It  is  negligence  to  drive  a  team  rapidly  with- 
in 3  feet  of  the  wall,  where  a  group  of  children 
have  gathered,  if  the  driver  sees  or  ought  to 
see  them.  And  if  a  child  four  years  of  age 
attempts  to  save  itself  from  the  danger  thus 
threatened  by  running  in  front  of  the  horses 
to  the  opposite  side  of  the  street,  and  is  there- 
by injured,  she  is  not  without  remedy,  though 
she  might  have  been  safe  had  she  remained 
where  she  was,  since  the  child's  fright  might 
reasonably  be  anticipated  by  the  driver,  and 
should  admonish  him  of  the  necessity  of 
slackening  his  speed,  or  driving  to  the  opposite 
aide  of  the  street.  Barrett  ▼.  Smith,  128  N.  Y. 
607,  28  N.  E.  23. 

Where  a  boy  who  had  fallen  upon  a  street  car 
track  was  struck  and  knocked  down  by  a  coach 
when  he  was  in  the  act  of  rising,  and  run  over 
by  its  wheels,  the  negligence  of  the  driver  was 
properly  left  to  the  jury.  Cowan  v.  Snyder, 
1  Silv.  Sup.  Ct.  806,  6  N.  Y.  Supp.  340. 

If  a  man  riding  a  horse  on  a  railroad  track 
is  seen  by  those  in  charge  of  a  train  in  a  deep 
cut  or  on  a  high  embankment,  which  renders 
it  doubtful  if  he  can  pass  beyond  them  before 
the  train  overtakes  him,  they  should  at  once 
take  measures  to  avoid  running  him  down. 
Tanner  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  60  Ala.  621. 
642. 

Where  a  child  negligently  runs  in  front  of  an 
electric  car,  and  is  caught  up  in  its  fender, 
from  that  moment  a  new  relation  exists  be- 
tween the  parties,  and  any  act  or  omission  on 
the  part  of  the  railroad  company  amounting  to 
the  lack  of  the  care  demanded  by  the  situation, 
and  resulting  in  the  child's  death,  is  sufficient 
to  charge  the  company  with  negligence.  Such 
lack  of  care  Is  shown  in  the  fact  that  the 
child  was  carried  on  the  fender  from  32  to  150 
feet  1)cfore  It  rolled  off,  and  was  run  over  and 
killed.  Weitzman  v.  Nassau  Electric  R.  Co.  33 
App.  Div.  585,  63  N.  Y.  Supp.  905. 

Evidence  that,  after  a  trespasser  on  a  rail- 
road track  was  knocked  down  by  an  engine, 
she  was  carried  a  distance  of  30  feet  under  the 
engine  before  receiving  serious  injury,  when 
the  engine  might  have  been  stopped  within  5 
feet ;  and  during  the  time  she  was  carried  such 
distance  she  was  screaming,  and  others  were 
giving  the  engineer  warning  of  her  peril,  war- 
rants the  finding  by  a  jury  that  the  engineer 
discovered  the  perilous  situation  of  deceased  in 
time,  by  the  exercise  of  due  care  and  precau- 
tion in  the  use  of  means  at  his  command,  to 
stop  the  engine  and  prevent  the  fatal  injury. 
St.  Tx>uis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  T.  Hill  (Ark.)  86 
S.  W.  303. 

But  in  Massachusetts,  where  the  duty  of 
'  using  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to  a  tres- 
passer is  denied,  even  after  his  peril  is  dis- 
covered, it  is  held  that  a  railroad  company  is 
not  liable  for  the  consequences  of  delay  in 
releasing  a  trespasser  who  has  been  run  over 
by  an  engine,  since  the  company  does  not  owe 
her  the  duty  to  render  her  such  assistance. 
Oriswold  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  183  Mass.  434, 
67  N.  E.  364. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


V.  Duty    of  persons   infUcUng   injury   to   care    ^ 
for  those  injured. 

a.  Obligation  to  prevent  aggravation  of  injury. 

The  facts  presented  in  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Cafpibb  really  resolve  themselves  into  the  In- 
quiry, whether  one  who  has  been  a  concurring 
cause  of  injury  to  another,  though  without 
fault,  is  under  obligation,  because  of  the  help- 
less condition  of  the  injured  party,  to  give  him 
such  care  as  may  be  necessary  to  insure  against 
aggravation  of  the  injury  from  lack  of  prop- 
er care.  That  case  answers  this  question  in 
the  negative  in  the  following  language :  **We 
are  unable,  however,  to  approve  the  doctrine 
that  when  the  acts  of  a  trespasser  himself 
result  in  his  injury,  where  his  own  negligent 
conduct  is  alone  the  cause,  those  in  charge  of 
the  instrument  which  inflicted  the  hurt,  being 
Innocent  of  wrongdoing,  are,  nevertheless, 
blamable  In  law,  if  they  neglect  to  administer 
to  the  sufferings  of  him  whose  wounds  we 
might  say  were  self-imposed."  Prom  this,  it  will 
be  seen  that  the  court  bases  Its  decision  upon 
two  assumptions,  the  correctness  of  which  Is 
vital  to  the  validity  of  its  position:  First, 
that  the  preceding  negligence  of  the  injured 
man  was  the  proximate  cause  of  the  aggra- 
vation of  his  injuries;  and  second,  that  no  duty 
to  the  injured  man,  from  the  party  Inflicting 
the  injury,  arose  from  the  relation  thus  created, 
because  the  latter  was  free  from  fault.  But 
both  of  these  assumptions  seem  untenable  in  the 
light  of  the  authorities  cited  in  the  preceding 
divisions  of  this  note.  If  with  the  aid  of 
surgical  skill,  promptly  called,  the  life  of  the 
injured  man  could  have  been  saved,  then,  clear- 
ly, the  failure  to  summon  such  aid  was  the 
proximate  cause  of  death ;  and  if,  by  the  exer- 
cise of  ordinary  diligence,  surgical  skill  could 
have  been  procured  in  time,  then  the  omission 
to  procure  it  was  negligence  on  the  part  *of 
defendant's  employees,  provided  they  owed  the 
injured  man  the  duty  to  furnish  such  aid.  The 
principle  upon  which  this  position  is  based  Is 
strongly  supported  by  the  following  author- 
ities: Cooley,  Torts,  79;  Isbell  v.  New  York 
&  N.  H.  R.  Co.  27  Conn.  393,  71  Am.  Dec.  78 ; 
Weitzman  v.  Nassau  Electric  R.  Co.  33  App. 
Dlv.  685,  -*3  .N.  Y.  Supp.  905 :  St.  Louis,  I. 
M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Hill  (Ark.)  86  S.  W.  303; 
Pannell  v.  Nashville,  F.  &  S.  R.  Co.  97  Ala.  298, 
12  So.  236;  Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Craft,  16 
C.  C.  A.  176,  29  U.  S.  App.  687,  69  Fed.  124. 
This  brings  us  to  the  second  proposition 
upon  which  the  court's  decision  Is  based,  and 
which  is  not  easy  of 'solution,  viz.,  whether 
the  circumstances  of  the  injury  brought  the 
parties  into  such  relation  as  imposed  upon  the 
railroad  company  the  duty  of  taking  affirmative 
action  to  prevent  aggravation  of  the  injury. 
That  the  parties  in  such  cose  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  mere  strangers,  owing  no  duty  to 
each  other,  seems  to  have  8up|K>rt  In  the  moral 
consciousness  of  every  society.  Indeed,  the 
existence  of  a  relation,  such  as  imposes  a 
moral  duty  to  prevent  fatal  consequences  en- 
suing from  injuries  similarly  inflicted,  is  so 
universally  recognized,  and  so  instinctively  act- 
ed upon,  that  Its  performance  Is  seldom  omitted. 
The  driver  of  a  vehicle,  who  runs  down  a 
traveler  negligently  coming  in  his  road  on  the 
highway,  and  who  drives  on  In  utter  indif- 
ference to  the  sufferings  of  the  victim  of  his 
wheels,  is  deemed  of  so  gross  a  nature  as  to 
be   made   the  subject  of  universal   execration 
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And  equally  unworthj  would  be  regarded  the 
'  railroad  company  which,  after  running  over  a 
man,  and  cutting  off  his  leg,  left  him  upon  the 
track  to  bleed  to  death,  or  to  have  his  life 
finished  by  a  subsequent  train.  Since,  then, 
society  imposes  this  duty,  and  so  generally 
observes  it,  can  it  be  said  to  be  a  mere  moral 
obligation,  and  without  legal  foundation?  Is 
It  not  because  of  the  existence  of  a  social  re- 
lation, such  as  imposes  upon  a  person  inflicting 
an  Injury  the  obligation  to  prevent  its  aggra- 
vation through  neglect  of  the  person  injured, 
that  care  is  so  generally  given  under  such  cir- 
cumstances? And,  if  the  relation  be  con- 
ceded, Is  there  not  safe  ground  for  the  posi- 
tion that  a  legal  duty  exists  in  such  cases, 
although  the  injured  person  may,  by  his  own 
negligence,  have  contributed  to  the  injury? 
This  view  seems  reasonable,  and  finds  support 
in  the  authorities. 

"Whenever  a  thing  has  become  universally 
recognized  to  be  a  social  duty,  especially  when 
it  has  become  thus  elevated  into  a  usage,  if  of 
a  magnitude  and  Importance  sufficient  to  be 
within  the  law's  cognizance,  the  doing  of  it 
is  thereupon  either  legally  required  or  legally 
permitted."     Bishop,  Non-Contract  Law,  {  124. 

That  the  negligent  contact  of  persons  may 
create  a  new  relation,  lmj>osing  duties  different 
from  those  existing '  without  such  contact,  is 
well  illustrated  in  Weitzman  v.  Nassau  Electric 
R.  Co.  33  App.  Div.  585.  53  N.  Y.  Supp.  905, 
where  a  child  attempting  to  cross  a  street  in 
front  of  an  electric  car,  upon  being  struck  by 
the  car,  fell  upon  the  fender,  and  was  carried 
along  for  a  distance  of  from  32  to  150  feet, 
when  he  rolled  from  the  fender  in  front  of  the 
car,  and  was  run  over  and  killed.  It  was  held 
that,  "whatever  the  degree  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  individual  in  the  original  contact, 
that  negll^nce  culminated  in  the  accident 
which  landed  him  in  the  net  of  the  fender. 
vf<'rom  that  moment  a  new  relation  existed  be- 
tween the  parties;  and  any  act  or  omission 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  amounting  to  a 
lack  of  the  care  demanded  by  the  situation 
and  resulting  in  the  death  of  plaintiff's  in- 
testate is  sufficient  to  charge  the  company  with 
negligence." 

See  also  authorities  cited  in  preceding  di- 
visions of  this  note. 

The  leading  authority  upon  the  main  ques- 
tion is  that  of  Northern  C.  R.  Co.  v.  State, 
29  Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec.  545.  where  the  de- 
ceased was  struck  by  a  railroad  train,  when 
upon  the  track  a  short  distance  from  a  cross- 
ing. Without  notice  to  his  family  or  other 
person  interested,  and  without  sending  for  a 
physician  to  ascertain  his  condition,  he  was 
taken  by  defendant's  employees  to  its  ware- 
house, and  there  laid  on  a  plank  across  some 
barrels,  and  locked  up  alone  all  night,  upon 
the  supposition  that  he  was  dead.  The  next 
morning  It  was  found  that  deceased  had  revived 
from  his  stunned  condition,  had  moved  some 
paces  from  the  spot  where  he  had  been  laid, 
but  had  died  from  hemorrhage  of  the  arteries 
of  his  right  leg,  which  had  been  crushed  by 
the  train.  The  railroad  company  was  held 
liable  for  its  negligent  treatment  and  disposi- 
tion of  the  deceased,  the  court  saying:  "From 
whatever  cause  the  collision  occurred,  after  the 
train  was  stopped  the  injured  man  was  found 
upon  the  pilot  of  the  d(  fendanfs  engine  in  a 
helpless  and  insensible  condition,  and  It  there- 
upon at  once  became  the  duty  of  the  agents  In 
charge  of  the  train  to  remove  him,  and  to  do 
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it  with  a  proper  regard  to  his  safety  and  tho 
laws  of  humanity.  And  If  In  removing  and 
locking  up  the  unfortunate  man,  though  ap- 
parently dead,  negligence  was  committed  where- 
by the  death  was  caused,  there  Is  no  principle 
of  reason  or  justice  upon  which  the  defendant 
can  be  exonerated  from  responsibility.  To 
contend  that  the  agents  were  not  acting  in  the 
course  of  their  employment  in  so  removing 
and  disposing  of  the  party  is  to  contend  thai 
the  duty  of  the  defendant  extended  no  farther 
than  to  have  cast  off  by  the  wayside  the  help- 
•less  and  apparently  dead  man,  without  taking 
care  to  ascertain  whether  he  was  dead  or  alive. 
or,  If  alive,  whether  his  life  could  be  saved  by 
reasonable  assistance  timely  rendered.  For 
such  a  rule  of  restricted  responsibility  no  au- 
thority has  been  produced,  and  we  apprehend 
none  can  be  found." 

This  case  is  cited,  and  the  principle  it 
enunciates  approved,  in  Baltimore  k  O.  R. 
Co.  V.  State,  41  Md.  2C8 ;  and  Dyche  v.  Vlcks- 
burg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  79  Miss.  361,  30  So.  711. 

And  in  Whitesldes  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  1^8 
N.  C.  229,  38  S.  E.  878,  it  is  held  that,  if  one 
is  knocked  off  a  railroad  trestle  by  a  train,  and 
the  agents  of  the  company,  knowing  what  has 
been  done,  go  on  with  the  train,  without  stop- 
ping to  give  him  care  and  attention,  it  is  such 
negligence  as  renders  the  railroad  company  li- 
able for  the  result. 

The  soundness  of  the  doctrine  announced  In 
these  cases  is  recognized  by  at  least  two  text 
writers  upon  the  subject  of  negligence : 

"Under  certain  circumstances,  the  railroad 
may  owe  a  duty  to  a  trespasser  after  the  in- 
jury. When  a  trespasser  has  been  run  down, 
it  is  the  plain  duty  of  the  railway  company  to 
render  whatever  service  is  possible  to  mitigate 
the  severity  of  the  injury.  The  train  that  has 
occasioned  the  harm  must  be  stopped,  and  the 
injured  person  looked  after,  and,  when  it  seems 
necessary,  removed  to  a  place  of  safety,  and 
carefully  nursed,  until  other  relief  can  be 
brought  to  the  disabled  person.  This  is  not 
more  a  rule  of  law  than  a  dictate  of  humanity." 
Beach,  Contrlb.  Nog.  {  21.5. 

"Although  a  trespasser  upon  a  railway  track 
has  been  run  over  and  Injured,  even  as  the 
result  of  his  own  folly  and  unlawful  act,  yet 
the  railroad  company  thereafter,  as  a  mere 
matter  of  social  obligation  which  rests  upon  all 
men,  owes  him  the  duty  of  exercising  in  his 
behalf  such  reasonable  care  and  attention  as 
may  be  practicable  under  the  circumstances, 
having  regard  to  the  necessity  of  prosecuting 
its  public  duties  and  the  safety  of  others  in  Its 
custody  on  board  Its  train."  2  Thomp.  Neg. 
S  1744. 

In  South  Carolina  every  railroad  corporation 
is  required  by  statute  to  "cause  Immediate 
notice  of  any  accident  which  may  occur  on  its 
road,  attended  with  injury  to  any  person,  to  be* 
given  to  a  physician  most  accessible  to  the 
place  of  accident."  But  where  a  brakeman  is 
merely  missed  from  IiIh  train,  and  It  Is  not 
known  that  any  accident  has  occurred".  tb»» 
failure  to  summon  modloal  aid  before  the  lK>dy 
of  the  brakeman  is  found  Is  not  ne«Ilj;enre. 
where  there  is  no  undue  delay  In  prosecuting 
search  for  tJie  body.  Adkins  ▼.  Atlanta  &  C. 
Airline  R.  Co.  27  S.  C.  71.  2  S.  E.  840. 

A  contrary  doctrine  is  laid  down  in  Oriswold 
V.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  183  Mass.  4.^4.  67  N.  E. 
.3r>4.  which  aptly  illustrates  to  what  a  cold- 
blooded and  inhumane  position  one  is  logically 
led  by  the  rule  which  denies  the  duty  of  exer- 
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cislnsf  ordinary  oare  to  avol^  injury  to  a  tres- 
passer after  his  peril  is  discovered.  It  Is  there 
held  that  where  a  woman  lying  prostrate  and 
helpless  upon  the  track  has  been  run  over,  and 
lies  screaming  under  an  engine,  the  railroad 
company  owes  no  legal  duty  to  the  peibUxi  i 
Jured  to  assist  her.  "There  ts,  of  course/'  it  is 
said  "a  moral  duty,  but  in  performing  that  duty 
the  company  Is  not  liable  if  one  of  Its  servants 
does  not  use  his  best  Judgment  in  affording  the 
necessary  assistance."  The  court  attempts  to 
•  distinguish  Northern  C.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  29 
Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec.  545,  by  saying  that  in 
that  case  **there  was  evidence  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  railroad  company  in  striking 
a  man  at  a  highway  crossing,"  and  that,  "this 
being  so,  the  duty  of  taking  proper  care  of  him 
afterwards  resulted  from  the  legal  wrong  done." 
But  the  court  evidently  overlooked  the  fact 
that  the  question  determined  in  the  Maryland 
case  was  the  correctness  of  an  Instruction  to 
the  jury,  in  accord  with  plain tilTs  position, 
*'that,  conceding  the  deceased  to  have  been 
wrongfully  on  the  track  of  the  railroad,  and 
thus,  by  his  own  negligence,  contributed  to  and 
brought  about  the  collision,  still,  there  was 
gross  negligence  in  the  subsequent  conduct  of 
the  defendant's  agents  In  providing  for  and 
disposing  of  the  disabled  and  apparently  dead 
man,  and  which  was  the  proximate  cause  of  his 
death."  It  was  this  proposition  which  the 
court  sustained. 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  situation  of  the  in- 
jured party  In  the  Massachusetts  case  is  very 
similar  to  that  In  Weitzman  v.  Nassau  Elec- 
trie  U.  Co.  33  App.  Dlv.  685,  53  N.  X.  Supp. 
005,  supra;  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
TIIll  (Ark.)  8«  S.  W.  303,  infra;  and  Pannell 
v.  Nashville,  F.  &  S.  R.  Co.  /)7  Ala.  208,  12 
So.  236,  infra, — in  all  of'  which  the  railroad 
company  was  held  liable  for  the  failure  to 
exerclw  ordinary  care  to  prevent  further  In- 
Jury,  after  discovering  the  perilous  situation 
of  I  he  Injured  wrongdoer. 

In  Kendall  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  25 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  793,  76  8.  W.  376,  It  is  said  that 
a  railroad  company  Is  under  no  legal  obligation 
to  give  medical  attention  to  a  trespasser  who 
Is  injured  without  its  fault.  But  no  author- 
ities are  referred  to,  and  a  determination  of  the 
question  was  unnecessary,  as  the  Injured  man 
was  In  fact  put  In  charge  of  competent  and 
reputable  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Although  involving  somewhat  different  sit- 
uations, the  following  cases  seem  clearly  to  sup- 
port the  principle  of  Northern  C.  R.  Co.  ▼. 
State,  29  Md.  420.  96  Am.  Dec.  545.  supra. 

In  St.  I^uls,  I.  M.  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  nill  (Ark.) 
86  S.  W.  303,  a  woman  trespasaing  upon  a 
railroad  track  was  knocked  down  and  run  over 
by  a  switch  engine,  but  without  receiving  se 
rlous  injury  until  she  had  been  dragged  under 
the  engine  a  distance  of  .30  feet.  It  was  con- 
ceded that  the  deceased  was  guilty  of  contrib- 
utory negligence,  and  the  only  Issue  presented 
was  whether  the  engineer,  by  the  exercise  of 
proper  care  and  after  discovering  the  perilous 
situation  of  the  woman,  cotild  have  avoided  or 
mitigated  the  Injury  OnaUy  Inflicted.  The 
Jury  were  Instructed  that,  If  they  found  In 
favor  of  the  plaintiff  upon  such  issue,  the  rail- 
road comimny  would  be  liable,  and  the  Instruc- 
tion was  upheld  on  appeal. 

Directly  In  line  with  the  last  preceding  au- 
thority Is  the  cose  of  I*annell  v.  Nashville.  F. 
&  S.  R.  Co.  97  Ala.  298.  12  So.  236.  The  plain- 
tiff's Intestate,  by  his  own  negligence,  w^s 
69  L.  R.  A. 


caught  between  the  drawheads  of  two  freight 
cars,  but  not  fatally  injured.  Thereupon  no- 
tice was  given  defendant's  yard  master  in  time 
for  him  to  signal  the  engineer,  and  in  time 
for  the  latter  to  reverse  the  motion  of  the  cars, 
and  prevent  further  Injury.  But  the  yard  mas- 
ter paid  no  attention  to  the  warning,  and,  the 
cars  coming  together,  the  man  was  killed  by 
the  second  Impact.  In  its  opinion  holding  the 
railroad  company  liable  under  these  circum- 
stances the  court  says :  **it  is  a  well-settled 
principle  that  when  one  person,  whether  natural 
or  artificial,  is  about  to  be  the  means  or  in- 
strument of  doing  an  injury  to  another,  that 
other's  negligence  contributing  proximately  to 
It  does  not,  per  se^  exonerate  the  actor  from  all 
further  effort;  docs  not,  per  <e,  relieve  him 
or  it  from  all  responsibility  for  the  conse- 
quences. Supine  inaction,  or  stolid  indifference 
to  consequences,  the  law  does  not  tolerate.  The 
actor,  no  matter  how  free  from  fault,  and  no 
matter  how  negligent  the  one  in  peril  may  have 
been,  must  resort  to  every  reasonable  means, 
and  employ  every  reasonable  agency,  to  avert 
the  catastrophe." 

A  saloon  keeper  who  expels  from  his  saloon, 
in  an  unconscious  condition,  and  at  a  late  hour 
of  the  night,  a  customer  to  whom  he  has  sold 
liquor,  with  the  result  that  the  customer  dies 
from  cold  and  exposure,  is  liable  for  causing 
his  death,  although  the  deceased  contributed 
to  his  death  by  drinking  until  he  became  drunk 
and  unconscious.  Weymire  v.  Wolfe,  52  Iowa, 
533.  3  N.  W,  541. 

In  the  case  of  Atchison,  T.  &.  S.  F.  R.  Co. 
▼.  Weber,  33  Kan.  543,  52  Am.  Rep.  543,  6  Pac. 
877,  a  contract  relation  existed,  but  It  Is  In- 
structive as  a  holding,  by  the  same  court  as  the 
principal  case,  that  a  state  of  helplessness  Im- 
poses an  obligation  upon  one  coming  Into  re- 
lation to  a  person  thus  situated  to  avoid  doing 
him  harm.  It  Is  there  held  that  no  liability 
attaches  to  a  railroad  company  ejecting  a  pas- 
senger affected  with  delirium  tremens,  where 
he  is  put  in  charge  of  an  overseer  of  the  poor. 
The  opinion  intimates,  however,  that  if  there 
had  been  evidence  to  sustain  the  finding  of  the 
Jury,  that  the  passenger  lay  on  the  company's 
depot  platform  in  an  exposed  condition  for 
over  an  hour  before  he  was  taken  charge  of  by 
the  overseer,  and  that  during  that  time  he  re- 
ceived injuries  resulting  In  his  death,  the  com- 
pany would  have  been  liable.  The  court  says : 
**The  duty  of  the  railroad  company,  however, 
with  respect  to  Weber,  did  not  end  with  his  re- 
moval from  the  train.  He  was  unconscious,  and 
unable  to  take  care  of  himself.  The  coini>any 
could  not  leave  him  upon  the  platform  helpIeH.s, 
exposed,  and  without  care  or  attention.  It  was 
Its  duty  to  exercise  reasonable  care  and  dil- 
igence to  make  temporary  provision  for  hta 
protection    and   comfort." 

In  Langan  v.  Great  Western  R.  Co.  26  1^.  T. 
N.  S.  577,  one  holding  the  ofllce  of  Inspector, 
and  whose  duty  It  was  to  take  care  of  persons 
injured  on  defendant's  railway,  was  held  to 
have  authority  to  pledge  the  credit  of  the  rail- 
way company  for  the  care  of  Injured  persons 
at  an  Inn  until  thoir  recovery.  And  Cockburn, 
Ch.  J.,  said :  "I  cannot  help  thinking  that 
where  a  man  has,  as  Incidental  to  his  olTico.  the 
duty  of  looking  after  persons  who  have  been 
Injured  by  railway  accidents,  it  Is  corapoteiitfc^r 
him  to  take  them  to  some  place  of  public  enter- 
tainment, both  for  the  sake  of  the  sufferers. 
and  also  for  the  advantage  of  the  comiwny 
themselves,  because.  If  after  a  railway  casualty 


Digitized  by 


Google 


536 


Kansas  Sufbeme  Court. 


API, 


happened  persons  Injured  thereby  were  left  to 
take  their  chance  of  aid,  or  in  such  a  condition 
as  to  malce  it  impossible  for  them  to  get  away 
from  the  place  where  the  disaster  befell  them, 
unless  there  was  someone  authorized  on  the 
part  of  the  railway  officials  to  look  after  them, 
the  injury  caused  by  the  accident  would  be 
aggrayated  to  a  far  greater  extent,  and  so  as 
to  render  the  company  liable  to  much  heavier 
damages." 

Whether  neglect  to  care  for  an  injured  per- 
^  son  produced  a  subsequent  condition  which 
would  not  hare  existed  but  for  such  neglect  is 
a  question  for  the  Jury.  Vandenburgh  t. 
Truax,  4  Denlo,  464,  47  Am.  Dec.  268 ;  PoUett 
V.  Long,  56  N.  Y.  200. 

b.    What  is  sufficient  performance  of  obligation. 

Whether  the  care  of  a  sick,  helpless,  or  in- 
jured person  is  undertaken  pursuant  to  some 
legal  obligation,  or  is  voluntarily  assumed,  the 
service  must  be  performed  with  such  degree  of 
care  as  is  commensurate  with  the  responsibility 
assumed.  In  such  case  the  act  is  no  longer 
one  of  mere  nonfeasance,  but  misfeasance,  or 
the  doing  improperly  what  he  is  under  obliga- 
tion to  do  with  ordinary  care.  Powers  v.  Mas- 
sachusetts HomoBopathic  Hospital,  65  L.  R.  A. 
372,  379,  47  C.  C.  A.  122,  109  Fed.  294. 

A  railroad  corporation  assuming  charge  of 
one  run  over  by  one  of  its  trains  is  charged 
with  the  duty  of  common  humanity,  and  wheth- 
er such  duty  is  properly  performed  by  summon- 
ing a  physician,  who  neglects  to  perform  a 
necessary  surgical  operation,  thereby  lessening 
the  injured  person's  chances  of  life,  and  he 
dies  when  the  operation  is  finally  performed 
by  other  physicians,  is  a  question  for  the  Jury. 
Dyche  v.  Vicksburg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  79  Miss. 
361,  30  So.  711. 

The  same  principle  is  applied  in  Needham  v. 
San  l^rancisco  &  S.  J.  R.  Co.  37  Cal.  409,  to 
the  care  of  an  animal  trespassing  upon  a  rail- 
road track.  The  plaintiff's  mare  had  escaped 
from  his  pasture,  and  strayed  upon  defendant's 
right  of  way.  Upon  a  train  whistle  being 
sounded,  the  mare  ran  along  the  track  until 
she  came  to  a  trestle  7  feet  high,  upon  which 
she  leaped,  and  fell  in  such  a  way  as  to  be 
unable  to  extricate  herself.  In  order  to  remove 
her  from  the  track,  the  defendant's  employees 
sawed  off  the  ties  of  the  trestle  on  which  the 
mare  was  lying,  and  allowed  her  to  fall  to 
the  creek  below,  and  it  was  alleged  that  she 
was  thereby  injured.  While  it  was  held  that 
the  defendant  was  not  negligent  in  making  the 
removal,  the  court  refused  to  approve  of  de- 
fendant's contention  that,  if  the  plaintiff  was 
negligent  in  allowing  his  mare  to  escape,  and 
the  animal  was  a  trespasser  on  the  track,  the 
defendant  would  not  be  liable  for  injuring  the 
mare  in  effecting  her  removal,  unless  it  was 
done  through  heedlessness  and  wantonness. 
The  court  says:  "The  Golden  Rule  Is  a  corner 
stone  of  the  law  as  well  as  of  morals,  and  in 
the  department  of  the  former  finds  its  expres- 
sion in  the  maxim.  Sic  utere  tuo,  ut  allenum 
non  IwdoH.  No  more  in  law  than  In  morals 
can  one  wrong  be  Justified  or  excused  by  an- 
other. A  wrongdoer  is  not  an  outlaw,  against 
whom  every  man  may  lift  his  hand.  Neither 
his  life,  limbs,  nor  property  are  held  at  the 
mercy  of  his  adversary.  On  the  contrary,  the 
latter  is  bound  to  conduct  himself  with  rea- 
sonable care  and  prudence,  notwithstanding 
the  fault  of  the  former ;  and  if,  by  so  doing,  he 
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can  avoid  injuring  the  person  or  property  of 
the  former,  he  is  liable  if  he  does  not,  if,  by 
reason  thereof,  injury  ensues." 

In  Baltimore  k  O.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  41  Md. 
268,  the  rule  of  the  Price  Case,  29  Md.  420, 
96  Am.  Dec.  545,  supra^  is  approved,  but  is 
held  to  extend  only  to  proper  care  and  treat- 
ment of  the  injured  person  until  he  is  carried  to 
a  nearby  station,  and  there  placed  in  a  hotel, 
and  under  the  care  of  a  physician.  And  that 
under  such  rule  the  railroad  company  could 
not  be  held  liable  for  his  subsequent  death  from 
hemorrhage  occurring  during  his  removal  to  an- 
other town  where  his  relatives  resided. 

In  Griswold  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  183 
Mass.  434,  67  N.  E.  354,  it  is  held  that  a  slight 
delay  in  extricating  an  injured  trespasser  from 
her  situation  does  not  render  the  railroad  com- 
pany liable  for  the  resulting  aggravation  of  her 
injuries.  The  court  refers  to  the  case  of  Dyche 
V.  Vicksburg,  S.  &  P.  R.  Co.  79  Miss.  361,  30 
So.  711,  supra,  but  repudiates  its  authority, 
and  attempts  to  distinguish  Northern  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  State,  29  Md.  420,  96  Am.  Dec.  545,  supra, 
in  a  manner  not  warranted  by  the  report  of 
that  case,  as  already  pointed  out. 

VI.  Knowledge  of  disahility. 

a.  Actual    knowledge    generally    necessary    to 
creation  of  duty. 

It  has  been  seen  that  persons  under  disability 
are  entitled  to  the  care  due  to  persons  general- 
ly, and  may  recover  for  the  consequences  of  the 
omission  of  such  care  as  to  them,  although  the 
consequences  may  have  been  aggravated  by 
their  previous  physical  condition,  and  could  not 
have  been  foreseen  by  the  negligent  party. 
(See  div.  IV.  subd.  n,  supra.)  In  such  cases  the 
negligent  person's  lack  of  knowledge  of  the  pre- 
vious disability  of  the  injured  party  is  not  an 
excuse  for  the  omission  of  ordinary  care. 
Brownback  v.  Fralley,  78  111.  App.  262. 

The  case  of  Purcell  v.  St.  Paul  City  R.  Co. 
48  Minn.  134,  16  L.  R.  A.  203.  50  N.  W.  1034, 
is  one  where  a  contract  relation  existed :  but 
the  court  so  clearly  distinguishes  the  cases 
where  liability  for  injury  to  a  person  under 
disability  is  not  dependent  upon  previous  knowl- 
edge of  such  disability,  from  those  where  lia- 
bility is  dependent  upon  such  knowledge,  that 
a  quotation  from  the  opinion  is  appropriate. 
A  street  car  of  the  defendant,  on  which  plaintiff 
was  a  passenger,  came  into  such  imminent 
danger  of  a  collision  with  a  car  on  a  cross  line 
that  plaintiff  received  a  nervous  shock,  was 
thrown  Into  convulsions,  and,  being  pregnant 
at  the  time,  a  miscarriage  and  Illness  followed. 
It  was  held  that  the  defendant  was  liable  for 
the  consequences  of  its  negligence,  notwith- 
standing the  absence  of  knowledge  of  plain- 
tiff's condition,  the  court  saying:  "Certainly 
a  woman  in  her  condition  has  as  good  a  right 
to  be  carried  as  anyone,  and  is  entitled  to  at 
least  as  high  a  degree  of  care  on  the  part  of  the 
carrier.  It  may  be  that  where  a  passenger, 
without  the  knowledge  of  the  carrier,  is  sick, 
feeble,  or  disabled,  the  latter  does  not  owe  to 
him  a  higher  degree  of  care  than  he  owes  to 
passengers  generally,  and  that  the  carrier  would 
not  be  liable  to  him  for  any  injury  caused  by  an 
act  or  omission  not  negligent  as  to  an  ordinary 
passenger.  But  when  the  act  or  omission  is 
negligence  as  to  any  and  all  passengers,  well 
or  111.  anyone  Injured  by  the  negligence  must 
be  entilled  to  recover  to  the  full  extent  of  the 
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injury  ao  caused,  wltbout  regard  to  whether, 
owing  to  his  previous  condition  of  health,  he  is 
more  or  less  liable  to  injury." 

But  ordinarily  one  is  not  chargeable  with 
negligence  for  not  guarding  against  a  danger 
of  which  he  has  no  knowledge.  IlottT.  Wilkes, 
n  Barn,  k  Aid.  304;  Worthington  y.  Mencer, 
96  Ala.  310,  316,  17  L.  R.  A.  407,  11  So.  72 ; 
Daily  V.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301, 
11  S.  E.  320 :  Langan  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R. 
Co.  72  Mo.  392 ;  Jeffrey  v.  Keokuk  k  D.  M.  R. 
Co.  56  Iowa,  546.  9  N.  W.  884 ;  Kansas  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Whipple,  39  Kan.  531,  540,  18  Pac.  730 ; 
Smithwick  V.  Hall  &  U.  Co.  59  Conn.  261,  12 
I.,  k.  A.  270,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  104.  21  Atl.  924  ; 
Philadelphia  k  R.  R.  Co.  y.  Hummell,  44  Pa. 
379,  84  Am.  Dec.  457.  This  la  especially  true 
w  .ii ic  iiie  uceaslon  for  the  exercise  of  care  to 
avoid  injuring  another  is  the  disability  of  the 
person  to  be  affected,  as  distinguished  from 
those  circumstances  calling  for  care  as  to  per- 
sons generally.  The  law  does  not  Impose  upon 
one  the  duty  of  giving  to  another  the  care 
due  only  to  the  deaf,  blind,  and  unconscious, 
until  he  has  notice  that  such  person  is  suffering 
from  one  of  those  disabilities.  And  where  a 
person's  danger  arises  from  the  fact  of  his  being 
where  he  ought  not  to  be,  or  where  the  presence 
of  people  is  not  reasonably  to  be  expected,  no 
duty  is  owing  him  until  he  is  discovered.  In- 
ternational k  O.  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Smith,  62  Tex. 
252 ;  Johnson  ▼.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  91  Ky. 
U51,  25  S.  W.  754;  Thomas  v.  Chicago,  M.  k 
St.  P.  R.  Co.  93  Iowa,  248,  61  N.  W.  967,  114 
Iowa,  169,  86  N.  W.  259;  Cleveland,  C.  k  C. 
R.  Co.  V.  Terry,  8  Ohio  St.  670;  Lake  Erie  & 
W.  R.  Co.  V.  Juday,  19  Ind.  App.  436,  49  N.  E. 
843;  Kansas  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Whipple,  39  Kan. 
631.  540,  18  Pac.  730. 

When  the  mere  negligence  of  another  causes 
or  contributes  to  the  injury  of  a  person  so 
mentally  incompetent  as  to  be  incapable  of  ex- 
ercising care,  "if  the  conduct  of  the  injured  per- 
son would  have  avoided  his  claim  to  relief  if 
he  had  been  capable  of  exercising  care  in  his 
own  behalf,  the  person  inflicting  the  injury  Is 

•  •-  i^A  hpld  to  a  liability  which  would  not 
have  been  Incurred  under  the  same  circum- 
stances in  favor  of  a  person  of  ordinary  capa- 
city, unless  he  had  notice  of  the  injured  per- 
son's mental  deficiency,  and  of  his  consequent 
helplessness  and  peril  in  the  circumstances  in 
which  he  was  placed.  The  duty  of  observing 
special  precautions  for  the  safety  of  another, 
because  the  latter,  by  reason  of  mental  im- 
becility, cannot  be  influenced  by  the  dictates  of 
ordinary  prudence,  is  not  cast  upon  one  who 
is  not  charged  with  notice  of  the  other's  peril 
and  of  his  lack  of  sufficient  intelligence  to  avoid 
It."  Worthington  v.  Mencer,  96  Ala.  310,  17 
L.  R,  A.  407,  11  So.  72. 

Where  one  person  negligently  comes  into  a 
situation  of  peril,  in  which  his  liability  to  in- 
4  Jury  Is  increased  by  reason  of  some  disability, 
before  another  can  be  held  liable  for  an  injury 
to  him.  It  must  appear  either  that  the  latter 
had  knowledge  of  his  situation  in  time  to 
prevent  the  injury,  and  failed  to  use  ordinary 
core  to  that  end,  or  that  the  injurious 
act  or  omission,  considering  time  and  place, 
was  such  thot  its  nature  and  probable  conse- 
quence would  be  to  produce  serious  hurt  to 
someone.  Daily  v.  Richmond  k  D.  R.  Co.  106 
N.  C.  301,  11  S.  E.  320 :  Cleveland,  C.  k  C.  R. 
Co.  V.  Terry,  8  Ohio  St.  570;  St.  Louis,  I. 
M.  k  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Monday.  49  Ark.  257,  4  S.  W. 
782;  Birmingham  R.  k  Electric  Co.  v.  Bowers, 
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110  Ala.  328,  20  So.  345;  Louisville  k  N.  R. 
Co.  V.  Kellem,  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  734.  21  S.  W. 
230 ;  Louisville,  N.  O.  k  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Williams, 
69  Miss.  631,  12  So.  957. 

The  presence  of  a  man  of  advanced  years, 
but  strong  and  healthy,  upon  a  railroad  track, 
does  not  impose  upon  the  railroad  company  the 
exercise  of  greater  care  than  would  be  required 
in  the  case  of  an  adult  of  less  advanced  years, 
unless  its  employees  know,  or  have  reason  to 
believe,  that  such  person,  from  some  cause, 
is  not  possessed  of  the  ordinary  ability  to  care^ 
for  himself.  Green  y.  Southern  P.  Co.  122 
Cal.  563,  55  Pac.  577. 

If  a  man  sleeping  on  a  railroad  track  is  not 
seen  by  persons  operating  a  train,  the  railroad 
company  is  not  liable  for  running  over  him, 
although  the  track  at  the  place  of  the  accident, 
and  for  a  long  distance  on  either  side,  is  level 
and  straight,  so  that  an  object  no  larger  than 
a  man's  hat  can  be  seen  for  400  or  500  yards. 
A  railroad  company  does  not  owe  to  trespassers 
the  duty  of  keeping  a  lookout.  Denman  v.  St. 
Paul  k  D.  R.  Co.  26  Minn.  357,  4  N.  W.  605. 
And  see  cases  under  title.  Duty  to  discover  an- 
other's peril  or  disability,  dlv.  VII.  subdiv.  b. 
infra. 

A  railroad  company  cannot  be  held  liable  for 
mere  negligence  toward  a  person  on  its  track, 
who  Is  deaf  or  otherwise  deficient  in  his  fac- 
ulties, so  as  to  render  him  unconscious  of  the 
impending  danger,  unless  the  knowledge  of  such 
infirmity  is  brought  home  to  those  in  charge  of 
the  train.  Johnson  v.  Louisville  k  N.  R.  Co. 
91  Ky.  651,  25  S.  W.  764 ;  Daily  v.  Richmond 
k  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301,  11  S.  B.  320; 
Williams  V.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  (Cal.)  11  Pac. 
849 :  Tyler  v.  Sites,  88  Va.  470,  13  S.  E.  978. 

Likewise,  wilful  and  intentional  wrong,  a 
willingness  to  Inflict  injury,  cannot  be  imputed 
to  one  who  is  without  consciousness,  from 
whatever  cause,  that  his  conduct  will  inevitably 
or  probably  lead  to  wrong  or  injury.  It  Is  only 
where  the  engineer  of  a  I'allroad  train  becomes 
actually  aware  of  the  danger  of  a  trespasser 
upon  a  trestle,  that  the  failure  to  exercise 
preventive  effort  to  avert  an  injury  can  con- 
stitute such  gross  negligence  as  amounts  to 
wantonness  and  recklessness.  Southern  R.  Co. 
V.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470,  482,  26  So.  168 ;  Ullrich 
y.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  151  Ind.  358, 
51  N.  E.  95. 

The  failure  to  stop  a  train  upon  the  sight 
of  a  man  10  or  12  feet  from  the  track,  and  ap- 
proaching with  the  apparent  purpose  of  cross- 
ing it,  is  not  wanton  negligence,  where  the 
train  is  In  full  view  of  such  person,  and  those 
in  charge  of  the  train  are  without  knowledge 
that  he  is  deaf.  Birmingham  R.  k  Electric  Co. 
V.  Bowers,  110  Ala.  328,  20  So.  345. 

And  the  duty  of  active  effort  to  prevent  one's 
lawful  action  from  resulting  in  Injury  to  an- 
other arises,  generally,  not  with  knowledge  of 
his  presence  in  a  place  of  possible  danger,  where 
ordinary  care  on  his  part  will  Insure  his  safety, 
but  only  upon  the  discovery  of  his  being  in 
imminent  peril  from  such  action.  This  distinc- 
tion is  important  In  determining  the  question  of 
liability  for  either  negligent  or  wilful  injuries. 
Smalley  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  57  S.  C.  243,  2.'i0, 
35  S.  E.  489;  Gulf,  C.  k  S.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hill 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  58  S.  W.  255,  258  (opinion 
on  rehearing)  ;  Orr  v.  Cedar  Rapids  k  M.  C.  R. 
Co.  94  Iowa,  423,  62  N.  W.  851 ;  Southern  R. 
Co.  V.  Bush.  122  Ala.  470,  26  So.  168;  Ullrich 
V.  Cleveland.  C.  C.  k  St.  L.  R.  Co.  151  Ind. 
358,  51  N.  E.  95. 
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But  the  testimony  of  an  engineer  as  to  the 
time  he  discovered  a  person  in  peril  on  the 
track  is  not  conclusive.  Where  the  facts  and 
circumstances  proved  Justify  a  finding  by  the 
Jury  that  the  disability  of  the  injured  party 
was  discovered  by  those  on  the  train  at  a 
distance  which  would  have  enabled  them,  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  to  avoid  injury,  a 
verdict  based  thereon  will  not  be  disturbed,  al- 
though the  engineer  testified  that  he  did  not  dis- 
<!over  the  person's  peril  until  it  was  too  late  to 
stop  the  train.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  B.  Co. 
V.  Ulll  (Ark.)  86  S.  W.  303;  Farrell  v.  Chicago, 
R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  123  Iowa,  690,  99  N.  W.  578 ; 
Orr  V.  Cedar  Rapids  &  M.  C.  R.  Co.  94  Iowa. 
423,  62  N.  W.  851;  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N. 
W.  R,  Co.  117  Iowa,  667,  671,  91  N.  W.  933 ; 
Smalley  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  57  S,  C.  243,  35 
S.  E.  489 ;  Gunn  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42  W. 
Va.  676,  36  L.  R.  A.  575,  581,  26  S.  E.  54t$ : 
International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Tabor,  12  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  283,  83  S.  W.  894;  Hankerson  v. 
Southwestern  R.  Co.  59  Ga.  593,  61  Ga.  114, 
72   Ga.    182;    Sibley   v.    Ratllffe,   50   Ark.  477. 

8  S.  W.  686.  And  see  dissenting  opinion  in 
Williams  V.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  (Cal.)  11  Pac. 
S49. 

Affirmative  evidence  that  a  child  on  a  rail- 
road track  was  seen  by  the  engineer  or  fireman 
in  time  to  stop  the  train  and  avoid 
the  injury  is  not  required.  If  it  appears  that 
the  view  was  clear  for  1,600  feet,  and  between 
the  train  and  the  child  there  was  a  public  cross- 
ing, where  it  was  the  duty  of  the  engineer  to 
be  on  the  alert,  it  is  for  the  Jury  to  say  wheth- 
er the  child  was  seen  by  the  engineer  in  time 
to  stop  the  train.  Johnston  v.  Atchison,  T.  &  S. 
F.  R.  Co.  56  Kan.  263,  43  Pac.  228. 

And  a  jury  Is  not  bound  to  accept  the  state- 
ment of  a  locomotive  engineer  that  he  did  not 
discover  that  a  woman  was  under  his  engine, 
nor  receive  warning  of  her  perilous  situation, 
in  time  to  have  avoided  the  Injury  Infilcted, 
where  there  Is  evidence  that  the  woman  was 
screaming  loudly,  and  that  persons  were  run- 
ning toward  the  engine  and  giving  warning  by 
gestures  and  loud  screams.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  & 
8.  R.  Co.  V.  Hill  (Ark.)  86  S.  W.  303. 

"While  wantonness  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
gineer cannot  be  predicated  on  the  mere  fact 
that  he  ought  to  have  seen  deceased  on  the 
trestle,  or  on  anything  short  of  actual  knowl- 
edge, yet  this  actual  knowledge  need  not  be 
positively  and  directly  shown,  but,  like  any 
other  fact,  may  be  proved  by  showing  circum- 
stances from  which  the  fact  of  actual  knowl- 
edge is  a  legitimate  inference.  Otherwise,  in 
casps  of  this  character,  this  fact  could  never 
be  proved  except  by  the  testimony  of  the  en- 
gineer himself.  Certainly  the  facts  that  the 
road  was  straight  for  a  long  distance,  the  view 
of  the  track  unobstructed,  and  the  engineer  was 
in  his  seat  looking  ahead  along  the  track,  and 
there  was  nothing  to  prevent  him  from  seeing 
a  person  on  the  track  a  few  hundred  feet  ahead, 
are  relevant  and  admissible  for  the  purpose  of 
proving  that  he  did  see  such  person,  and  may 
properly  be  submitted  to  the  jury  on  this 
issue ;  and.  while  no  presumption  arises  from 
these  facts  that  the  engineer  did  see  the  person 
on  the  track,  yet  this  may  be  Inferred  from 
these  facts  by  the  Jury,  whose  province  alone  it 
Is  to  decide  the  weight  to  be  given  to  facts  le- 
gally in  evidence,  and  their  effect  on  an  issue 
which  they  are  admitted  to  prove."  Southern 
R.  Co.  V.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470,  26  So.  168. 

In  Becker  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  110  Ky. 
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474,  53  L.  R.  A.  267,  96  Am.  St.  Rep.  459.  (1 
S.  W.  997.  in  finding  that  the  Jury  were  Justi- 
fied in  finding  that  the  engineer  of  a  train  saw 
some  children  upon  a  trestle  in  time  to  stop 
the  train  and  prevent  injury,  the  court  says: 
"The  evidence  conduces  to  show  that  the 
engineer  could  see  the  whole  bridge  from  a 
distance  of  960  feet,  and  one  standing  on 
the  track  at  the  bluff  can  see  the  whole 
length  of  the  bridge  for  520  yards ;  that  a  man 
In  the  cab  could  see  the  bridge  120  feet  further 
back.  The  proof  also  conduces  to  show  that 
a  man  in  the  cab  could  see  the  bridge  120  feet 
further  back  than  if  on  the  ground.  It  Is 
also  evident  from  the  proof  that  for  a  consider- 
able distance  from  the  bridge  it  is  up  grade 
in  reaching  the  bridge  in  question.  There  is 
also  some  proof  tending  to  show  that  someone 
on  the  engine  was  seen  to  put  his  head  out, 
as  if  looking  toward  the  bridge,  at  some  dis- 
tance from  it.  It  seems  to  us,  from  the  evi- 
dence, that  the  Jury  were  authorized  to  be- 
lieve and  to  have  found  that  the  defendant's 
agents  and  servants  saw  those  children  upon 
the  bridge  In  ample  time  to  have  so  slackened 
the  speed  of  the  train  as  to  enable  them  to  have 
escaped  the  danger.  There  is  hardly  room  to 
doubt  this,  from  the  map  and  evidence  filed 
in  this  action." 


b.  When  mere  belief  aufflcient  to  impose  duty. 

Where  there  are  reasonable  grounds  to  be- 
lieve that  a  person  in  danger  will  not  be  able 
to  help  himself  because  of  some  mental  or  phy- 
sical Infirmity,  or  other  disability,  such  belief, 
in  the  absence  of  actual  knowledge.  Is  sufficient 
to  impose  the  duty  of  exercising  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  injuring  such  person.  Daily  v.  Rich- 
mond &  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301,  11  S.  E.  320; 
Clark  V.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  109  N.  C. 
430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  B.  43;  Tucker  v. 
Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  92  Va.  549,  24  S.  B.  229 ; 
Blankenshlp  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  94  Va. 
449,  27  S.  E.  20 ;  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co. 
V.  Wllkerson,  46  Ark.  513;  Sibley  v.  Ratllffe, 
50  Ark.  477.  8  S.  W.  686 ;  Anderson  v.  Hopkins, 
33  C.  C.  A.  346,  63  U.  8.  App.  533,  91  Fed.  77. 

If  the  conduct  of  a  person  walking  upon  a 
railroad  track  is  such  as  to  create  in  the  minds 
of  those  operating  a  train  a  doubt  as  to  wheth- 
er such  person  is  In  possession  of  all  his  facul- 
ties, and  to  give  them  reason  to  believe  that  an 
injury  will  occur  unless  the  train  is  checked, 
they  are  bound  to  use  greater  caution,  and  to 
stop  the  train,  if  necessary,  to  Insure  his  safety. 
Louisville  A  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Cooper  (Ky.)  6  Am. 
&  Eng.  R.  Cas.  5;  Lexington  &  C.  C.  MIn.  Co. 
V.  Huffman,  17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  775,  82  S.  W.  611 ; 
Pittsburgh,  C.  C,  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Judd,  10 
Ind.  App.  213,  37  N.  B.  775;  Campbell  v. 
Kansas  City,  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  56  Kan.  536,  40 
Pac.  997 ;  Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Robinson,  4 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  121,  23  S.  W.  433;  Galveston 
City  R.  Co.  V.  Hanna  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  79  S.  W. 
639.  But  see  Green  v.  Los  Angeles  Terminal 
R.  Co.  (Cal.)  76  Pac.  719;  Olson  v.  Northern 
P.  R.  Co.  84  Minn.  258,  87  N.  W.  843. 

Llkew^lse,  if  there  are  circumstances  sufficient 
to  give  notice  to  the  engineer  of  a  train  that 
the  life  of  a  human  being  Is  In  danger,  as  where 
persons  are  running  toward  the  train  and  ex- 
citedly waving  their  hands,  it  Is  his  duty  to 
stop  the  train,  or  materially  check  its  speed,  ' 
although  he  may  not  In  fact  see  any  person  up- 
on the  track  or  in  danger.     Donahoe  v.  Wabash, 
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St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  83  Ma.  543;  Seaboard  &  B. 
£,  Co.  ▼.  Joyncr,  92  Va.  334,  23  S.  E.  773. 

An  engineer  who  sees  a  person  on  the  track 
wayinj^  his  hands,  and  not  stepping  aside, 
should  check  hla  train  at  once,  thoagh  he  may 
not  know  that  such  person's  foot  is  caught  in 
the  track.  Bpooner  v.  Delaware,  L.  ft  W.  R. 
Co.  115  N.  Y.  22,  21  N.  B.  696. 

«.  Negligent  ignorance  equivctleni  to  knowledge. 

When  knowledge  itself  is  a  duty,  as  where 
there  is  a  probability  of  the  presence  of  per- 
sons liable  to  be  affected  by  one's  action,  neg- 
ligent ignorance  is  equivalent  to  knowledge. 
Goodrich  v.  Burlington,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  Co.  103 
Iowa.  412,  72  N.  W.  653 ;  Chesapeake  &  O.  K. 
Co.  y.  Rodgers,  100  Va.  324,  41  S.  B.  732; 
Murphy  v.  Orr,  96  N.  Y.  14  ;  Kuna  v.  Troy,  104 
N.  Y.  344.  10  N.  E,  442 ;  Moebus  v.  Herrmann, 
108  N.  Y.  340.  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  15  N.  E. 
415 ;  Well  ▼.  Dry  Dock,  B.  B.  &  B.  E.  Co.  119 
J«.  Y.  147,  23  N.  B.  487 ;  McKeon  ▼.  Btelnway 
»;.  Co.  LO  Aijp.  Div.  001,  47  N.  Y.  Supp.  374; 
r.evy  V.  Dry  Dock.  E.  B.  &  B.  R.  Co.  35  N.  Y. 
S.  R.  769,  12  N.  Y.  Supp.  485 ;  Thiel  ▼.  South 
<:oyington  &  C.  Street  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1.590,  78  S.  W.  200;  Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v. 
Hewitt,  67  Tex.  470,  00  Am.  Rep.  32,  3  S.  W. 
T05;  Werner  v.  Citizens'  R.  Co.  81  Mo.  368. 

Where  a  man  is  stricken  down  in  a  fit  at  a 
private  crossing,  the  railroad  company  cannot 
be  relieved  from  liability  for  running  over  him, 
because  of  its  failure  to  discover  his  presence 
upon  the  track  In  such  condition.  Yoakum  v. 
Mettasch  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  26  S.  W.  129. 

A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  running  over 
a  man  having  his  foot  caught  in  a  frog  at  a 
city  crossing,  where,  If  not  seen,  he  might  have 
been  seen,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  diligence. 
In  time  to  avoid  the  Injury.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  Crockett,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1989,  79  S.  W.  236. 

The  failure  of  the  motorman  of  an  electric 
street  car  to  see  the  peril  of  one  driving  a 
liorse  which  has  been  frightened  by  his  car, 
and  become  unmanageable,  when  he  might  have 
seen  It  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care.  Is 
negligence ;  and  it  is  proper  In  such  case  to  sub- 
mit to  the  jury  the  question  whether  the  motor- 
man  ought  to  have  seen  the  frightened  condition 
of  the  horse.  Kills  v.  Lynn  &  B.  R.  Co.  160 
Mass.  341,  35  N.  E.  1127;  Lexington  R.  Co. 
V.  Fain,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  2243,  80  S.  W.  463. 

Where  a  motorman,  because  of  his  attention 
being  drawn  to  a  bicycle  keeping  pace  with  his 
car,  failed  to  see  a  frightened  horse  that  had 
sprung  upon  the  track  abend  of  him.  and  in 
consequence  the  car  struck  the  hors«,  and 
threw  Its  rider  to  the  pavement  with  such  force 
as  to  render  him  insane.  It  was  held  that  th<» 
court  properly  instructed  the  jury  that,  if  the 
motorman  could.  In  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care,  have  seen  the  plaintiff  in  time  to 
check  his  car  after  plaintiff's  horse  sprang 
upon  the  track,  and  before  the  car  collided 
with  his  horse,  and  the  plaintiff  was  not  him- 
self guilty  of  negligence  which  contributed  to 
his  Injury,  then  the  defendant  would  be  liable. 
Omahs  Street  R.  Co.  v.  Duvall,  40  Neb.  29,  58 
N.  W.  531. 

The  misapplication  of  the  principle  of  these 
cases  to  actions  for  injuries  to  trespassers  has 
led  to  some  conflict  in  the  authorities.  Against 
the  holding  of  the  authorities  above  cited,  that 
knowledge  of  a  person's  peril  or  disability  is 
•necessary  to  the  creation  of  a  special  duty 
toward  such  person,  based  upon  his  situation 
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or  condition,  it  is  contended  by  respectable  au- 
thority that  "discovery"  is  not  a  prerequisite 
to  such  duty  to  trespassers;  that  since  the 
negligence  which  will  defeat  a  plaintiff's  re- 
covery for  an  Injury  may  be  his  failure,  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  to  discover  and  avoid 
a  collision  with  an  obstruction  which  the  de- 
fendant had  negligently  placed  in  the  highway 
(Butterfleld  y.  Forrester,  11  Bast,  60),  so,  on 
the  other  hand",  the  defendant's  failure  to  dis- 
cover and  avoid  plaintiff's  prior  negligence  may 
create  a  liability  for  an  injury  inflicted  without 
actual  knowledge  of  the  presence  or  disability 
of  the  person  Injured.  And  this,  it  is  alleged, 
was  the  true  cause  of  action  In  Davles  v.  Mann, 
10  Mees.  &  W.  546.  See  also  cases  cited  in  dlv. 
VII.,  subd.  b,  infra. 

But  it  should  be  observed  that  in  the  sit-, 
uation  presented  in  Davles  v.  Mann,  10  Mees. 
&  W.  546,  '^knowledge  itself  was  a  duty,"  and  it 
was  for  the  breach  of  this  duty  that  the 
defendant  was  held  liable.  He  was  upon  the 
highway,  where  persons  and  animals  were  liable 
to  be  present,  and  it  was  his  duty  to  be  on  the 
lookout  for  them ;  but,  instead,  he  drove  at  a 
speed  that  prevented  his  discovery  of  the  help- 
less donkey  that  lay  In  the  road.  It  is  only 
when  this  duty  to  know  exists  that  a  liability 
for  an  injury  ignorantly  inflicted  can  arise; 
and  the  duty  to  know  exists,  ordinarily,  only 
when  the  duty  of  watchfulness  Is  imposed ;  and 
the  obligation  to  be  on  the  lookout  for  persons 
arises  only  In  places  where  they  are  reasonably 
to  be  expected.  But,  as  persons  are  not  reason- 
ably to  be  expected  where  their  presence  makes 
them  trespassers,  the  duty  of  watchfulness,  and 
consequently  the  duty  to  know,  does  not  exist 
as  to  persons  In  such  places.  Accordingly, 
those  authorities  holding  that  a  railroad  com- 
pany may  be  liable  for  Injury  to  a  trespasser, 
although  his  presence  and  situation  were  not 
discovered,  are  forced  to  impose  upon  railroad 
companies  the  duty  of  maintaining^  a  lookout  for 
such  persons.  And  it  is  for  the  breach  of  this 
unusual  duty  that  these  decisions  hold  railroad 
companies  liable  for  injuries  ignorantly  inflict- 
ed. Smith  V.  Norfolk  &  S.  R.  Co.  114  N.  C. 
728,  26  L.  R.  A.  287,  19  S.  B.  863,  923. 

VII.  Duty  to  discover  another's  peril  or  die- 
amity. 

a.  At  places  where  people  are  likely  to  he  pres- 
ent. 

May  one  be  relieved  from  responsibility  for 
an  inJuiT  done  to  a  person  under  some  disabil- 
ity, in  the  performance  of  an  otherwise  lawful 
act,  upon  the  ground  that  he  had  no  knowledge 
of  the  disability  of  such  other  person,  when  by 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  the  situation  or 
condition  of  that  person  might  have  been  dis- 
covered T 

The  general  current  of  authority  answers  this 
question  in  the  negative,  where  the  duty  of 
watchfulness  against  such  result  exists  as  to 
people  generally.  When  this  duty  exists,  ita 
breach  Is  negligence,  for  which  a  liability  arises. 
And  in  those  jurisdictions  where  the  question 
of  liability  is  determined  by  the  application  of 
the  doctrine  of  proximate  cause  to  the  neg- 
ligence of  both  parties  It  would  make  no  dif- 
ference that  the  injured  party  was  himself 
negligent.  If  his  negligence  was  not  concurrent 
with  that  of  the  party  Inflicting  the  injury. 

But,  while  the  language  of  some  of  the  au- 
thorities seems  to  impose  upon  railroad  com- 
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panies  in  particular  an*  increased  obligation  to 
be  on  the  lookout  at  crossings  where  there  is 
a  probability  of  children  and  infirm  persons 
being  present,  and  entitled  to  their  especial 
care  in  avoidance  of  injury,  the  duty,  so  far 
as  the  obligation  to  discover  their  presence  is 
concerned,  seems  not  to  be  different  in  kind 
from  that  owing  to  persons  generally.  The 
duty  of  increased  care  tirises  only  when  one 
knows,  or  is  bound  to  know,  of  another's  help- 
lessness. And  the  question  here  is  whether  the 
law  requires  of  one  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care  to  discover  such  helplessness  or  disability, 
and  thereby  imposes  the  duty  of  such  increased 
care  toward  persons  thus  situated,  although 
actual  knowledge  of  their  situation  or  condition 
is  wanting,  if,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care, 
it  might  be  discovered.  Some  of  the  cases  cited 
pertain  to  the  duty  owing  to  children,  as  to 
whom  the  same  rule  governs  as  is  applied  in 
cases  of  physical  infirmity  or  other  disability. 

As  to  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to  dis- 
cover children  upon  their  tracks,  see  note  to 
Bottoms  V.  Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  25  L.  R.  A. 
784.  And  for  authorities  as  to  the  duty  of  rail- 
road companies  to  maintain  a  lookout  from 
their  trains  for  persons  generally,  whether  at 
crossings  or  elsewhere,  see  note  to  Smith  v. 
Norfolk  &  8.  R.  Co.  25  L.  R.  A.  287. 

First,  as  to  the  duty  to  maintain  a  lookout 
along  highways  and  at  railroad  crossings. 

Drivers  of  vehicles  are  required  not  only  to 
make  a  vigilant  use  of  their  senses  to  discover 
anyone  exposed  to  danger,  but  so  to  control  the 
movements  of  their  teams  as  to  avoid  doing 
him  injury,  to  the  extent  of  their  power,  when 
discovered.  Therefore,  where  the  driver  of  a 
vehicle  runs  down  an  aged  and  lame  pedestrian, 
who  is  seen  by  him  when  15  feet  distant,  and 
probably  could  have  been  seen  at  a  greater 
distance,  the  question  of  his  negligence  is  for 
the  Jury.  Barker  v.  Savage,  45  N.  Y.  191,  6 
Am.  Rep.  66: 

And  where  one  who  is  unobservant  drives 
over  a  child  in  the  highway,  when  he  might 
have  avoided  the  injury  if  he  had  maintained 
a  reasonable  lookout,  as  it  was  his  duty  to  do, 
he  is  liable  for  the  damage  inflicted.  Murphy 
v.  Orr,  96  N.  Y.  14;  Blrkett  v.  Knickerbocker 
Ice  Co.  110  N.  Y.  504,  18  N.  E.  108;  Barrett 
T.  Smith,  128  N.  Y.  607,  28  N.  E.  23 ;  Elze  v. 
Baumann,  2  Misc.  72,  81,  21  N.  Y.  Supp.  782 ; 
Cowan  V.  Snyder,  1  Silv.  Sup.  Ct.  396,  5  N.  Y. 
Supp.  340 ;  Sykes  v.  Lawlor,  49  Cal.  236 ;  Sum- 
mers V.  Bergner  Brewing  Co.  143  Pa.  114,  24 
Am.  St.  Rep.  518.  22  Atl.  707;  Stringer  v. 
Frost,  116  Ind.  477,  2  U  R.  A.  614,  9  Am.  St. 
Rep.  875,  19  N.  E.  331 ;  Vaughn  v.  Scade,  30 
Mo.  600. 

This  is  true,  not  only  at  cross  walks,  but 
elsewhere.  The  driver  of  a  vehicle  Is  bound  to 
be  watchful  at  all  points,  and.  If  he  drives  over 
a  child,  whom  he  does  not  see  because  he  is 
looking  backward,  and  conversing  with  another, 
he  is  guilty  of  negligence.  Moebus  v.  Herr- 
mann, 108  N.  Y.  349,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  15 
N.  B.  415. 

If  the  driver  of  a  vehicle  knows  that  a  child. 
Idiot,  or  lunatic,  is  in  the  highway,  he  is  bound 
to  a  proportionate  degree  of  watchfulness ;  and 
what  would  be  ordinary  neglect  in  regard  to 
one  supposed  to  be  of  full  age  and  capacity 
would  be  gross  neglect  as  to  a  child,  or  one 
known  to  be  Incapable  of  escaping  danger. 
Robinson  v.  Cone,  22  Vt.  213.  54  Am.  Dec.  67. 

Where  a  driver,  If  be  had  been  on  the  look- 
out, could  have  seen  a  child  two  years  old  leav- 
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ing  the  curb,  when  he  was  25  or  30  feet 
distant,  he  was  negligent  in  not  seeing  him : 
or,  if  he  was  looking,  and  saw  the  child,  and 
recklessly  kept  on,  regardless  of  its  known  ig- 
norance and  helplessness,  he  would  likewise  be 
liable.  But  if  the  child  rushed  suddenly  from 
the  curb  in  front  of  the  horses  he  would  not 
be  negligent  In  not  avoiding  the  injury. 
Satinsky  v.  Mutual  Brewing  Co.  187  Pa.  57, 
40  Atl.  821. 

The  rights  of  a  woman  sixty -three  years  of 
age,  feeble,  and  of  defective  eyesight,  to  walk 
across  a  public  street,  are  not  subordinate  to 
the  rights  of  one  driving  thereon.  And  there 
can  be  no  urgent  necessity  which  will  Justify 
one  driving  in  such  a  careless  and  reckless 
manner  as  to  endanger  the  persons  or  lives  of 
those  who  are  properly  and  lawfully  upon  the 
street,  and  who  themselves  are  in  the  exercise 
of  due  care.  Eaton  v.  Cripps,  94  Iowa,  176, 
62  N.  W.  687. 

In  view  of  the  fact  that  persons  may  be  ex- 
pected to  cross  a  street  car  track  at  any  point 
on  the  line,  and  at  any  time,  the  law  imposes 
upon  motormen  the  duty  of  exercising  ordinary 
care  to  discover  persons  and  avoid  injuring 
them.  Persons  operating  street  cars  are  bound 
to  know  that  men,  women,  and  children  have 
an  equal  right  to  use  the  highway,  and  will 
be  upon  it.  It  is  their  duty,  therefore,  to  be 
on  the  lookout,  and  to  avoid  injury  to  persons 
who,  because  of  some  disability,  are  liable  to 
injury  if  the  car  is  not  stopped.  Thiel  ^. 
South  Covington  &  C.  Street  R.  Co.  25  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1590,  78  S.  W.  206 ;  Levy  v.  Dry  Dock,  E. 
B.  &  B.  R.  Co.  35  N.  Y.  S.  R.  769,  12  N.  Y. 
Supp.  485. 

To  be  on  the  watch  is  no  more  than  ordinary 
care  under  such  circumstances.  If,  therefore, 
by  being  on  the  lookout,  the  driver  of  a  street 
*car,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  can  dis- 
cover the  presence  of  a  child  on  the  track  in 
time  to  avoid  injuring  it,  it  is  his  duty  to  do 
so.  Passamaneck  v.  Louisville  R.  Co.  98  Ky. 
195,  32  S.  W.  620. 

Street  railways  have  no  exclusive  right  "to 
the  use  of  the  part  of  a  street  covered  by  their 
track,  but  all,  persons  have  the  right  to  use 
the  street  for  the  purposes  for  which  streets 
are  ordinarily  used ;  and,  from  this  fact,  such 
companies  may  expect  that  other  persons  wil' 
use  the  street,  as  they  have  the  right  to  do,  and 
it  is  therefore  incumbent  upon  them  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  track  be  clear."  Hence, 
though  a  child  under  two  years  of  age  sud- 
denly enters  upon  the  track  but  a  short  dis 
tance  in  front  of  a  car,  yet,  if  an  injury  to  it 
may  be  avoided  by  the  exercise  of  proper  care 
after  the  driver  sees  it,  the  railway  company 
will  be  liable.  Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v. 
Hewitt,  67  Tex.  479,  60  Am.  Dec.  32,  8  S.  W. 
705. 

The  driver  of  a  street  car,  who  sees  an  ob- 
ject on  the  track  at  sufficient  distance  ahead  to 
enable  him  to  stop  his  car  to  avoid  injury, 
and  can  ascertain  the  same  to  be  a  human 
being  by  checking  his  horses  and  driving  slow- 
ly, but  who,  supposing  the  object  to  be  n 
bundle  of  hay  or  sack  of  oats,  drives  recklessly 
over  it,  which  proves  to  be  a  drunken  man. 
is  guilty  of  wilful  injury.  Werner  v.  Citiaens' 
R.  Co.  81  Mo.  368. 

It  is  culpable  negligence  for  the  motorman 
of  a  street  car  company  to  run  over  a  man 
lying  in  an  unconscious  condition  upon  the 
track  in  the  night  time,  where  the  headlight  of 
the  car  enables  the  motorman  to  see   2,'>  fe<»t 
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ahead  of  him,  and  the  accident  can  be  avoided 
by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care.  McKeon  t. 
Stelnway  R.  Co.  20  App.Div.  601,  47  N.  Y. 
Supp.  374. 

Where  a  grlpman  in  charge  of  a  car  testified 
that  he  did  not  see  the  plaintiff,  a  cripple,  until 
she  was  about  5  feet  from  his  car,  when  it 
was  too  late  to  stop  the  car  before  a  collision, 
jet,  if  he  had  seen  her  as  soon  as  two  witnesses 
who  called  to  her,  he  might  have  stopped  the 
car  in  time  to  avoid  the  injury,  it  was 
held  that  the  evidence  presented  a  fair  ques- 
tion for  the  jury  whether  the  grlpman  could 
not  have  seen  the  plaintiff  sooner  than  he  did 
if  he  had  been  as  vigilant  as  he  ought  to  have 
been ;  and  the  court  quotes  the  following  state- 
ment of  the  law  as  to  the  duty  of  watchful- 
ness on  the  part  of  street  car  drivers:  "In  a 
large,  populous  city,  where  all  descriptions  of 
vehicles  are  constantly  passing  and  repassing, 
as  well  as  persons  on  foot,  including  the  aged 
and  infirm,  as  also  children  who  are  young  and 
wanting  in  prudence  and  discretion,  it  is  the 
duty  of  drivers  of  cars,  not  only  to  see  that  the 
railroad  track  is  clear,  but  also  to  exercise  a 
constant  watchfulness  for  persons  who  may  be 
approaching  the  track.  Unless  he  does  so,  he 
does  not  exercise  that  ordinary  care  and  pru- 
dence which  the  law  Imposes  on  him."  Bal- 
timore Traction  Co.  v.  Wallace,  77  Md.  436,  26 
Atl.  618. 

If  the  motorman  of  a  street  car,  by  the  ex- 
ercise of  ordinary  care,  can  see  that  his  car  has 
frightened  a  horse,  which  thereby  has  become 
unmanageable,  and  that  there  Is  danger  of  a 
collision,  the  company  will  be  liable  if  the  car 
is  not  stopped  in  time  to  avoid  injury.  Lexing- 
ton U.  Co.  v.  Fain,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  2243,  80 
8.  W.  463 ;  Bills  v.  Lynn  &  B.  R.  Co.  160  Mass. 
341,  35  N.  B.  1127. 

All  rallroud  companies  are  under  an  im- 
perative obligation,  upon  approaching  a  road 
crossing,  to  use  due  care  and  caution  to  avoid 
injury  to  others  lawfully  traversing  the  high- 
way ;  and  to  the  extent  that  they  fail  to  employ 
that  care  and  caution  they  are  responsible  for 
Injuries  resulting  from  such  omissions.  There 
Is  a  failure  of  such  duty  where  a  train  is  backed 
up  over  a  crossing  in  a  populous  locality,  with- 
out a  bell  being  rung  or  other  signal  being  giv- 
en, and  in  charge  of  a  brakeman  who  is  at  the 
time  on  the  platform  between  two  cars,  where 
he  cannot  see  a  child  upon  the  track,  or  have 
notice  so  as  to  apply  the  brakes.  Byrne  v.  New 
York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  83  N.  Y.  620,  104  N. 
Y.  362.  58  Am.  Rep.  512,  10  N.  E.  539 ;  Lortx 
V.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  7  App.  Div.  616, 
40  N.  Y.  Supp.  253. 

If  the  presence  of  a  person  with  his  foot 
caught  in  a  frog  at  a  switch  at  a  crossing  might 
have  been  discovered,  by  the  exercise  of  ordi- 
nary care,  in  time  to  avoid  injury,  the  railroad 
company  Is  liable.  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Crockett, 
25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1989,  79  S.  W.  235. 

It  is  the  duty  of  an  engineer  to  see  that  per- 
sons at  a  crossing  act  on  the  notice  given  by 
the  ringing  of  the  bell,  and  If  he  runs  his 
train  backwards  he  is  not  excusable  because  he 
does  not.  or  cannot,  see  a  person  on  a  trestle 
adjoining  the  crossing,  whither  she  had  run  to 
escape  the  sudden  movement  of  the  train  toward 
her  while  crossing  the  track.  Robinson  v.  West- 
em  P.  R.  Co.  48  Cal.  409. 

Railroads  are  required  to  exercise  "a  high 
degree  of  care  for  the  protection  and  safety  of 
travelers  upon  the  highway  at  and  in  proximity 
to  public  crossings  In  cities.  It  is  their  positive 
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duty  to  keep  a  lookout  for  such  travelers,  and 
to  use  every  reasonable  precaution  consistent 
with  the  proper  operation  and  management  of 
their  trains  to  avoid  Injuring  them."  The  negli- 
gence of  an  engineer  with  respect  to  persons  In 
peril  at  such  places  is  measured  not  by  what 
he  knew,  but  oy  what  any  reasonably  prudent 
and  careful  engineer  would  or  should  have 
known  and  done  under  similar  circumstances. 
Therefore,  where  an  engineer  opened  the  steam 
cocks  of  his  engine,  and  began  to  move  the 
same,  while  plaintiff  was  trying  to  calm  a 
frightened  horse  near  the  crossing,  and  there- 
by the  horse  became  more  frightened,  and 
sprang  down  an  embankment,  and  plaintiff  was 
thrown  from  his  buggy  and  injured,  it  was  held 
error  to  instruct  the  Jury  that  the  railroad 
company's  liability  depended  upon  whether  the 
circumstances  within  the  knowledge  of  the  en- 
gineer admonished  him  of  plaintiff's  danger. 
Inabnett  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  8.  R.  Co.  69  Ark. 
130,  61  8.  W.  570. 

An  engine  driver  operating  an  engine  along 
a  public  thoroughfare,  where  old  and  infirm 
persons,  children,  and  drunken  persons  are  li- 
able at  all  times  to  be  present,  is  required  to 
exercise  more  diligence  than  at  other  portions 
of  the  road,,  although  such  persons  be  negligent. 
What  might  be  Justifiable  at  other  places  might 
be  such  gross  negligence  at  a  street  crossing  as 
to  amount  to  wilful  misconduct.  Illinois  C. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hutchinson,  47  111.  408. 

Whether  a  railroad  company  Is  required  to 
maintain  a  lookout  or  not,  it  is  its  duty  to  use 
reasonable  care  and  diligence  to  prevent  acci- 
dents at  intersections  of  its  right  of  way  with 
city  streets ;  and  where  a  person  with  his  foot 
caught  in  the  track  could  have  been  discovered 
if  a  lookout  for  danger  to  persons  on  the  track 
had  been  maintained,  and  the  cars  could  have 
been  stopped  in  time  to  prevent  the  accident, 
the  question  of  the  company's  negligence  is  for 
the  Jury.  Goodrich  v.  Burlington,  C.  R.  &  N. 
R.  Co.  103  Iowa,  412.  72.  N  W.  653. 

A  woman,  not  in  charge  of  a  child,  undertook 
to  carry  it  across  a  railroad  track,  but  stumbled 
and  fell,  and  the  child  was  thrown  upon  the 
track  before  an  approaching  train  and  injured. 
The  train  was  backing  on  a  public  street  in  a 
closely  built  part  of  the  city  without  a  lookout 
being  maintained,  and  those  in  charge  of  the 
train  were  in  such  position  that  they  could  not 
see  any  considerable  distance  in  the  direction 
of  the  motion.  It  was  held  that  the  evidence 
of  the  railroad  company's  negligence  was  suf- 
ficient to  go  to  the  Jury.  North  Pennsylvania 
R.  Co.  V.  Mahoney,  67  Pa.  187. 

In  Yoakum  v.  Mettasch  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  26 
8.  W.  129,  a  man  who  had  fallen  in  a  fit  upon 
the  railway  track  at  a  crossing  was  run  over 
and  killed,  and  it  was  contended  that  the  law 
does  not  Impose  upon  railway  companies  the 
duty  of  keeping  a  reasonable  lookout  for  persons 
"upon  their  tracks."  But  the  court  held  that, 
the  deceased  having  gone  upon  the  track  at  a 
private  crossing,  where  he  had  a  right  to  be. 
the  authorities  all  agree  that  those  in  charge  of 
the  train  were  required  to  exercise  ordinary' 
care,  not  only  to  protect  him  when  discovered  in 
a  helpless  condition  upon  the  track,  but  also 
to  ascertain  whether  or  not  he  was  upon  the 
track  in  such  condition. 

A  contrary  rule  seems  to  be  laid  down  In 
Western  Maryland  R.  Co.  v.  Kehoe,  83  Md.  434, 
35  Atl.  90,  where  It  Is  said  that,  while  railroad 
companies  are  under  an  imperative  obligation, 
upon  approaching  a  road  crossing,  to  use  due 
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care  and  caution  to  avoid  Injury  to  others  law- 
fully "trayersing  the  highway,"  yet  this  duty 
is  "only  coextensive  with  the  correlative  right 
of  the  individual  to  use  the  highway  for  pur- 
poses of  transit,"  and  Is  not  applicable  to  a 
person  who  has  been  thrown  upon  the  track 
through  negligent  driving,  and  is  lying  there 
when  run  over  by  a  train. 

And  in  Indiana  a  boy  who  lies  down  at  a 
railroad  crossing,  and  goes  to  sleep,  with  his 
leg  over  one  rail,  and  who  is  of  sufficient  age  to 
appreciate  the  danger,  although  not  a  tres- 
passer, Is  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  and 
cannot  recover  for  injuries  from  being  run  over 
by  a  passing  train,  if  those  in  charge  of  the 
train  do  not  discover  him.  Because  the  eh- 
glneer  did  not  see  the  boy,  it  is  said,  he  was 
not  chargeable  with  wilful  or  wanton  injury, 
and  the  lad's  contributory  negligence  wad  a 
complete  answer  to  any  charge  of  simple  neg- 
ligence. Krenzer  v.  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  &  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  151  Ind.  687,  68  Am.  St.  Rep.  252,  43 
N.  B-  649,  52  N.  K.  220. 

In  the  opinion  upon  a  rehearing  In  the  case 
last  cited  the  doctrine  of  Davles  v.  Mann,  10 
Mees.  &  W.  546,  Is,  In  terms,  approved ;  but  the 
court  says:  "In  every  case,  one  who  has  him- 
self contributed  to  his  own  injury  must  suffer 
the  consequences  of  his  own  want  of  due  care, 
unless  it  should  appear  that  the  one  injuring 
him  knew  of  his  condition  in  time  to  have 
avoided  the  injury,  and  could  with  ordinary 
care  have  avoided  It."  The  duty  of  being  on 
the  lookout  In  places  where  persons  may  be 
reasonably  expected  to  be  present,  to  prevent 
an  action,  which  imperils  human  life,  result- 
ing in  injury  to  others,  is  thus  repudiated,  as 
a  care  that  Is  not  due  to  helpless  persons  If 
they  have  been  guilty  of  negligence.  The  duty 
of  care  as  to  such  persons,  the  court  hold^t 
arises  only  "with  knowledge,"  and  then  only 
because  the  absence  of  such  care  would  amount 
to  "wilful  injury;"  for  it  Is  said,  "in  order  to 
charge  the  company  with  responsibility,  there 
must  have  been  either  wilfulness  or  wanton- 
ness on  its  part,  or  else  negligence;  and  in 
the  latter  case  the  plaintiff  must  himself  have 
been  free  from  contributory  negligence."  It 
will  be  perceived  that  the  doctrine  of  this  case, 
like  that  of  the  preceding  Maryland  case.  Is  di- 
rectly opposite  to  that  of  Davles  v.  Mann, 
which  both  courts  assume  to  approve.  For 
both  courts  deny  recovery  to  the  plaintiff  for 
doing  substantially  the  same  thing  that  the 
owner  of  the  donkey  did  in  the  EnglinU  case, 
viz.,  placing  himself  in  a  helpless  condition  in 
the  highway,  where  he  would  be  subject  to 
injury,  unless  others,  while  exercising  ordinary 
care,  should  observe  and  avoid  him.  It  Is  true. 
In  the  Maryland  case,  that,  in  being  thrown 
from  his  carriage,  the  man  fell  a  few  feet 
away  from  the  highway ;  but  the  court  bases 
its  opinion  upon  the  fact  that  he  was  "lying 
upon  the  track,"  instead  of  being  in  the  act  of 
passing  over  it,  when  the  train  struck  him. 
The  dissenting  opinion  of  Mcrabe,  J.,  In  the 
Indiana  case  is  more  in  line  with  the  doctrine 
of  Davles  v.  Mann,  as  interpreted  by  the  pre- 
ponderance of  authority.  He  says :  "Even 
though  the  child  be  held  responsible  and  guilty 
of  negligence  In  falling  asleep  upon  the  rail- 
road track  with  one  leg  acroRs  the  rail,  yet  that 
negligence  Is  shown  by  the  flndings  of  the  jury 
to  have  been  antecedent  and  prior  to  the  es- 
tablished negligence  of  appellee's  engineer.  For 
300  feet  before  reaching  the  child  thus  sleeping 
on  the  track,  the  engineer  had  a  clear,  un- 
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obstructed  view  of  the  child's  situation  and 
peril,  and,  as  the  flndings  show,  could,  by  the 
exercise  of  ordinary  care,  have  avoided  run- 
ning his  engine  over  and  crushing  his  leg.  'xant 
being  the  case,  the  plaintiff's  nc;{:i;;euce  was 
not  proximate,  and  not  a  proi^ltc.itc  cause  of 
bis  injury,  and  did  not  proximately  contrib- 
ute thereto,  according  to  the  loug-cst&blished 
legal  principles  both  in  this  country  and  in 
England."  it  is  evident  that  if  the  child 
asleep  at  the  crossing  was  In  a  place  where 
persons  might  reasonably  be  expected  to  be 
present,  then  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  re- 
quired that  defendant  be  on  the  lookout  for 
persons  at  such  place;  and  if,  with  such  look- 
out, the  child  might  have  been  discovered,  and 
his  injury  avoided,  his  negligence  in  going  to 
sleep  on  the  track  was  not  the  proximate  cause 
of  his  death,  but  the  subsequent  negligence  of 
the  defendant  was  auch  cause.  This  Is  the 
very  question  which  Davles  v.  Mann,  10  Mees. 
&  W.  546,  determines,  and  its  position  is  sup- 
ported by  the  greater  weight  of  authority. 

As  is  well  said  in  one  of  the  leading  works 
on  Negligence,  "The  rule  that  a  plaintiff  is, 
as  matter  of  law,  negligent  if  he  fails  to  see 
what  he  was  bound  to  look  for  and  ought  to 
have  seen,  Is  rigidly  enforced ;  and  the  same 
rule  must,  In  common  justice,  be  applied  to  the 
defendant."  2  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  5th  ed.  | 
484. 

And  the  testimony  of  those  operating  a  train, 
that  they  did  keep  a  lookout,  but  did  not  dis- 
cover a  helpless  person  upon  the  track,  is  not 
conclusive,  although  It  is  not  contradicted  by 
other  witnesses.  If  a  man  who  is  required  to 
watch  in  order  to  see  an  object  says  he  did 
watch,  but  did  not  see  it,  when  the  object  was 
there  to  be  seen,  and  visible,  and  there  was  nO' 
obstruction  to  sight,  and  plenty  of  light,  the 
court  or  jury  Is  not  bound  to  find  that  he  did 
keep  a  lookout,  but  did  not  discover  the  object. 
Gunn  V.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va.  676,  36 
L.  R.  A.  575,  26  S.  B.  546.  See  further,  cases 
cited  under  div.  VI.,  subdiv.  a,  supra. 

Second,  as  to  duty  to  maintain  lookout  at 
places  where  persons  are  likely  to  be  present, 
other  than  the  highway  and  at  crossings. 

"When  there  is  reason  to  apprehend  that  the 
track  may  not  be  clear  notwithstanding  the 
right  of  the  company  to  have  it  clear,  persons 
operating  a  train  cannot  act  upon  the  presump 
tion  that  the  track  Is  clear,  without  being 
responsible  for  the  consequences."  Therefore, 
some  vigilance  is  required  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany to  discover  trespassers  on  its  tracks  be- 
tween streets  in  a  town  or  city ;  and  if  an 
injury  to  a  little  child  on  a  railroad  track, 
between  crossings  in  a  city,  might  have  been 
avoided  if  the  engineer,  by  the  exercise  of  or- 
dinary care,  could  have  discovered  It  in  time 
to  stop  the  train,  the  company  Is  liable.  Frlck 
V.  St.  Ix)ul8,  K.  C.  &  N.  R.  Co.  73  Mo.  595; 
Bellefontalne  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Snyder,  18  Ohio 
St.  300,  08  Am.  Dec.  175 ;  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
V.  Lewis,  70  Pa.  33 :  Kay  v.  Pennsylvania  R. 
Co.  65  Pa.  269,  3  Am.  Rep.  628;  Taylor  v. 
Delaware  &  H.  Canal  Co.  113  Pa.  162,  57  Am. 
Rep.  446,  8  Atl.  43;  Barry  v.  New  York  C. 
&  H.  R.  R.  Co.  02  N.  Y.  289.  44  Am.  Rep.  377 ; 
Daley  v.  Norwich  &  W.  R.  Co.  26  Conn.  591. 
68  Am.  Dec.  413;  Sloniker  v.  Great  Northern 
R.  Co.  76  Minn.  306,  79  N.  W.  168;  Townley 
V.  Chlrngo.  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  53  Wis.  626. 
UN.  W.  5.T;  Whalen  v.  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  U. 
Co.  75  Wis.  654,  44  N.  W.  849 ;  South  ft  North 
Ala.    R.    Co.    V.    Donovan,   84    Ala.    141,   4    So. 
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142;  Both  T.  Union  Depot  Co.  13  Wash.  525, 
31  L.  R.  A.  855,  43  Pac.  641,  44  Pac.  253 ; 
<'iawford  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  106  Ga.  870, 
88  8.  B.  826;  Felton  t.  Aubrey,  20  C.  C.  A. 
•4.;0,  43  U.  S.  App.  278,  74  Fed.  350,  356; 
Garner  v.  Trumbull,  36  C.  C.  A.  361,  94  Fed. 
321. 

In  such  case,  it  is  said,  by  Justice  Andrews, 
in  Barry  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
92  N.  Y.  289,  44  Am.  Rep.  877,  8upra,  that 
the  railroad  company  "is  an  actor  at  the  time 
in  creating  the  circumstances  which  imperil 
human  life,*'  and,  therefore,  owes  to  the  people 
crossing  its  tracks  the  duty  of  exercising  care 
in  the  movement  of  its  trains. 

And  in  Kay  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  65  Pa. 
269,  8  Am.  Repw  628,  supra.  Justice  Agnew 
says :  ''Conceding  the  right  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany to  the  exclusive  use  of  Its  tracks  over  the 
lot,  as  the  learned  Judge  held,  the  true  question 
is  whether  the  circumstances  created  a  dlflPerent 
duty.  .  .  .  Duties  grow  out  of  circumstances, 
the  authorities  tell  us,  and  that  which  in  one 
case  would  be  an  ordinary  and  proper  use  of 
one's  rights  may,  by  a  change  of  circumstances, 
become  negligence  and  a  want  of  due  care.  .  .  . 
In  the  present  case  the  negligence  charged 
consisted  of  a  positive  act  of  carelessness,  in 
sending  a  car  round  a  curve  out  of  sight,  on 
a  descending  grade,  at  a  place  where  persons 
might  be  expected  to  be,  from  the  permissive 
use  suffered  by  the  company.  It  was  the  duty 
of  the  court,  therefore,  to  have  submitted  the 
facts  to  the  jury  for  their  determination  wheth- 
er there  was  negligence  or  not." 

But  according  to  some  authorities,  upon  a 
^similar  state  of  facts,  the  railroad  company  is 
not  liable,  unless  the  injury  was  wilful,  or  was 
Inflicted  maliciously,  as  with  gross  and  reck- 
less carelessness.  Morrissey  v.  Eastern  R.  Co. 
126  Mass.  377,  30  Am.  Rep.  686;  Wright  v. 
Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  142  Mass.  296,  7  N.  E.  866 ; 
Byrnes  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  181  Mass.  322, 

68  N.  B.  897 ;  Orlswold  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co. 
183  Mass.  434,  67  N.  E.  354;  Baltimore  &  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  Allison  (Md.)  19  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  Cas. 
83;  Glass  v.  Memphis  &  C.  R.  Co.  94  Ala.  581, 
10  So.  215,  Reversing,  in  effect.  South  &  North 
Ala.  R.  Co.  V.  Donovan.  84  Ala.  141,  4  So.  142. 

"Where  a  number  of  children,  ranging  in 
age  from  six  to  fifteen  years,  are,  with  the 
knowledge  and  without  the  disapproval  of  the 
employees  of  a  railroad  company  in  charge  of 
Its  trains,  permitted  to  board  and  ride  upon 
the  trains  while  they  are  passing  over  a  side 
track  through  a  playground  of  the  children 
to  a  point  beyond,  and  while  they  are  returning 
from  such  point  to  the  main  line  of  the  road, 
the  children  alighting  from  the  trains  at  the 
limits  of  the  playsronnd  both  going  and  re- 
turning; and  this  custom  is  a  continuous  one, 
engaged  in  whenever  the  trains  enter  the  play- 
ground,— it  is  the  duty  of  the  employees  of  a 
train,  who  are  aware  of  this  custom,  to  an- 
ticipate that  when  the  train  enters  the  play- 
ground the  children  will  attempt  to  ride  upon 
it  and  alight  from  it  at  the  point  where  they 
have  been  accustomed  to  do  so ;  and  they  are 
under  a  further  duty,  consequent  upon  the  first, 
to  take  proper  measures  to  prevent  Injury  to 
such  children."  Ashworth  v.  Southern  R.  Co. 
116  Ga.  635,  59  L.  R.  A.  592,  43  S.  E.  36. 

The  opinion  in  the  last-cited  case  refers  to 
the  following  cases  in  which  railroad  companies 
were  held  under  similar  circumstances  to  the 
exercise  of  care  to  discover  persons  on  their 
tracks:    St.  Louis  8.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Abernathy. 
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28  Tex.  Civ.  App.  613,  68  S.  W.  539  ;  Thompson 
V.  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R.  Co.  11  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
307,  32  S.  W.  191 ;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Popp,  96  Ky.  99,  27  8.  W.  992 ;  Tully  v.  Phil- 
adelphia, W.  &  B.  R.  Co.  2  Penn.  (Del.)  637, 
82  Am.  St.  Rep.  425,  47  Atl.  1019. 

Where  a  railroad  trestle  has  been  In  con- 
stant and  daily  use  as  a  walk-way  for  some 
years  by  a  large  number  of  persons  in  the  vicin- 
ity, and  such  use  Is  well  known  to  the  railroad 
company  and  its  employees,  it  Is  the  duty  of 
the  company  to  use  reasonable  care  to  discover, 
and  not  to  injure,  persons  it  may  reasonably 
expect  to  be  on  Its  track  at  such  point,  whether 
they  are  trespassera  or  licensees,  and  although 
at  each  end  of  the  trestle  Is  placed,  in  con- 
spicuous letters,  the  warning,  *'CautIon.  Keep 
off  the  bridge."  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  v. 
Rodgers,  100  Va.  324,  41  S.  E.  732;  Casslda 
V.  Oregon  R.  &  Nav.  Co.  14  Or.  551,  13  Atl. 
438 ;  Patton  v.  East  Tennessee,  V.  &  G.  R.  Co. 
89  Tenn.  370,  12  L.  R.  A.  184,  15  S.  W.  919  : 
Hooker  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  B.  Co.  76  Wis. 
542,  44  N.  W;  1085. 

A  man  of  the  age  of  seventy-seven  years,  and, 
feeble  in  mind,  was  found  by  one  of  defendant's 
employees  walking  between  tracks  In  its  tunnel. 
Upon  the  direction  of  the  employee,  he  at- 
tempted to  take  a  position  close  to  the  side 
of  the  tunnel,  to  get  out  of  the  way  of  an  ap- 
proaching car,  and  fell  into  a  conduit.  The 
employee  then  undertook  to  lift  him  out  of  his 
perilous  position,  but  before  he  could  do  so  the 
car  came  upon  them,  and,  the  man  refusing  to 
put  his  head  down  in  the  conduit  while  the  car 
passed  over  him,  he  received  injuries  from 
which  he  died.  There  was  evidence  that,  if  the 
motorman  had  maintained  a  lookout  ahead,  he 
would  have  discovered  the  men  in  time  to 
prevent  the  accident.  It  also  appeared  that, 
while  defendant  maintained  the  sign  "No  admit- 
tance" at  the  entrance  of  the  tunnel,  it  was 
used  by  numbers  of  people  daily  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  defendant's  motormen.  It  was  held 
that  defendant  was  negligent  In  not  discover- 
ing the  perilous  position  of  the  men  in  time 
to  stop  the  car.  "Whenever  the  motorman  or 
engineer,  in  the  operation  of  Its  cars,  before 
reaching  a  point  along  the  line  of  its  railway, 
has  reasonable  ground  to  expect  or  anticipate 
the  presence  of  persons  so  near  the  railroad 
track  as  to  endanger  them,  then  the  law, 
through  Its  high  regard  for  the  preservation  of 
human  life,  requires  and  demands  such  opera- 
tives to  be  on  the  alert,  and  to  keep  a  lookout 
for  the  realization  of  the  anticipation  or  ex- 
pected presence  of  the  person.  ...  On  the 
other  hand,  the  operatives  of  a  railway  are 
entitled  to  the  presumption  that  there  Is  a  clear 
track,  and,  while  care  and  caution  should  be 
exercised  In  the  operation  of  their  trains,  they 
are  not  responsible  to  trespassers  for  failure 
to  be  on  the  alert  to  discover  them.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  any  reasonable  grounds  for  the  ex- 
pectation or  anticipation  of  their  presence  on 
the  track."  Fearons  v.  Kansas  City  Blev.  R. 
Co.  180  Mo.  208,  79  S.  W.  398. 

b.  Whether  duty  exists  as  to  trjespassers. 

Upon  the  duty  of  railroad  companies  to 
maintain  a  lookout  for  persons  generally,  In- 
cluding trespassers,  see  notes.  Duty  as  to  per- 
sons exposed  to  danger  on  railroad  tracks,  6 
L.  R.  A.  243;  Railroad  company:  duty  owed  to 
intruders  and  trespassers,  10  L.  R.  A.  139; 
Railroad  company;  duty  to  avoid  injury  to  Ire^- 
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pattHcra  on  its  premises,  13  L.  R.  A.  248;  and 
Duty  to  maintain  lookout  on  railroad  train,  25 
L.  R.  A.  287. 

If  a  trespasser  is  injured  through  the  proper 
and  usual  use  of  premises,  when  the  owner  is 
without  knowledge  of  his  presence,  the  fault 
would  seem  to  be  his  own,  for  the  owner  has 
not  been  guilty  of  any  wrong  in  such  use  of 
his  own  property.  But  does  the  owner  of 
property  owe  any  duty  to  a  trespasser  to  use 
ordinary  care  to  discover  his  presence,  and  the 
fact  that  because  of  some  disability  he  is  un- 
conscious of  his  peril,  or  unable  to  escape  from 
it,  and  on  that  account  to  endeavor  to  avoid 
the  infliction  of  injury,  when  the  ordinary  use 
of  his  property  is  calculated  to  have  such 
result?  The  conclusive  answer  to  this  question 
would  seem  to  be,  that  the  owner  has  the  right 
to  presume  that  persons  will  not  be  found  where 
they  have  no  business  to  be,  and  to  rely  upon 
that  presumption  until  he  has  actual  knowl- 
edge of  their  presence.  The  authorities  which 
deny  the  existence  of  a  duty  to  discover  the 
presence  of  trespassers  reach  that  conclusjon 
from  three  different  standpoints  or  premises, 
while  another  line  of  authorities  affirms  the 
existence  of  such  duty  : 

First.  The  rule  approved  by  the  preponder- 
ance of  authority,  is  that  the  duty  of  exercis- 
ing ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to  another  is 
due  to  trespassers  as  well  as  to  other  persons, 
but  that  such  duty  does  not  arise  as  to  tres- 
passers until  their  presence  or  disability  is  dis- 
covered, and  hence  no  duty  exists  to  discover' 
their  presence.  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
R.  Co.  109  Iowa,  628.  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  80 
N.  W.  682,  117  Iowa,  667.  91  N.  W.  933; 
Thomas  v.  Chicago,  M.  &  St.  P.  R.  Co.  93  Iowa, 
248.  255.  61  N.  W.  967;  Western  Maryland  R. 
Co.  V.  Kehoe,  83  Md.  435,  35  Atl.  90;  Omaha 
&  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42  Neb.  577,  60 
N.  W.  899,  Opinion  on  rehearing,  42  Neb.  905, 
62  N.  W.  235 ;  Donahoe  v.  Wabash,  St.  L.  &  P. 
R.  Co.  83  Mo.  543;  Barker  v.  Hannibal  &  St. 
J.  R.  Co.  98  Mo.  50,  11  S.  W.  254;  Zumault 
V.  Kansas  City  Suburban  Belt  R.  Co.  175 
Mo.  288,  74  S.  W.  1015;  Carrier  v.  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  175  Mo.  470,  74  8.  W.  1002 ;  Central 
R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  V.  Vaughan,  93  Ala.  209,  30 
Am.  St.  Rep.  50,  9  So.  468;  Pannell  v.  Nash- 
ville, F.  &  S.  R.  Co.  97  Ala.  298,  12  So. 
236;  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470, 
26  So.  168;  St.  I^ouis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hill  (Ark.)  86  8.  W.  303;  Rsrey  v.  Southern 
P.  R.  Co.  88  Cal.  399,  26  Pac.  211,  103  Cal. 
541,  37  Pac.  500 ;  Becker  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R. 
Co.  110  Ky.  474,  53  L.  R.  A.  267,  96  Am.  St. 
Rep.  459,  61  8.  W.  997;  Vanarsdall  v.  Louis- 
ville &  N.  R.  Co.  23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1666,  65  S. 
W.  858:  Anderson  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M.  &  O. 
R.  Co.  87  Wis.  195,  23  L.  R.  A.  203,  58  N.  W. 
79;  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelley, 
85  C.  C.  A.  571,  93   Fed.  745. 

In  Sheehan  v.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Go.  22  C.  C. 
A.  121,  46  U.  S.  App.  498,  76  Fed.  201,  where 
recovery  was  denied  to  a  boy  Injured  by  a 
railroad  train  running  over  him  while  his  foot 
was  caught  In  a  cattle  guard.  It  is  held  that, 
as  to  trespassers,  the  duty  of  a  railroad  com- 
pany Is  not  "pre-existing,  but  arises  at  the 
moment  of  discovery,  and  is  negative  in  its 
nature, — a  duty  which  Is  common  to  human 
conduct,  to  make  all  reasonable  effort  to  avert 
Injury  to  others  from  means  which  can  be  con- 
trolled. ...  It  excludes  all  inquiry  re 
■pecting  the  character  of  the  roadbed,  cattle 
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guard,  locomotive,  brake  appliances, 
or  of  the  speed  or  manner  of  running  the  train 
up  to  the  moment  of  notice,  because  no  breach 
of  positive  duty  is  involved.  It  is  confined  to 
the  evidence  relating  to  the  discovery,  by  the 
engineer  and  fireman  of  the  plaintiiC*s  peril, 
and  to  the  efforts  then  made  to  avert  the  in- 
Jury,  and,  out  of  that,  to  ascertain  whether, 
in  any  view  which  may  Justly  be  taken,  it  is 
shown  that  these  men  or  the  engineer,  in  dis- 
regard of  the  duty  which  then  confronted  them, 
neglected  to  employ  with  reasonable  prompt- 
ness the  means  at  band  for  stopping  the  train." 

Since  a  railroad  company  is  not  bound  to 
watch  for  trespassers  on  its  tracks,  it  is  not 
chargeable  with  negligence  in  not  discovering 
a  boy  trespasser  blinded  with  smoke  and  cin- 
ders from  a  passing  train,  although  he  might 
hav^  been  discovered  in  time  to  avoid  a  colli- 
sioa.  Masser  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  68 
Iowa,  602,  27  N.  W.  776. 

Nor  for  its  failure  to  discover  a  girl,  who  has 
seated  herself  upon  the  track  in  the  night- 
time, and  there  fallen  asleep,  or  been  taken 
suddenly  111.  Parish  v.  Western  &  A.  R.  Co. 
102  Ga.  285,  40  L.  R.  A.  864,  29  8.  E.  715. 

The  fact  that  a  person  walking  on  a  railroad 
track  is  suddenly  overcome  by  sickness,  and 
then  rendered  helpless,  does  not  impose  upon 
the  company  any  greater  degree  of  care  than  It 
owes  to  persons  in  full  vigor  of  mind  and  body, 
which  Is  to  guard  against  injury  to  them,  after 
it  is  made  aware  of  their  peril.  It  is  not  bound 
to  anticipate  their  presence  on  the  track. 
Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Thompson,  14  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  815. 

Neither  does  the  fact  that  a  trespasser  on 
the  track  is  deaf  alter  the  rule.  If  those  in 
charge  of  the  train  causing  the  injury  are  not 
aware  of  his  disability.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Cooper,  7  Ky.  L.  Rep.  102 ;  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co. 
V.  Stroud,  64  Miss.  784,  2  So.  171 ;  Carrier  v. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  175  Mo.  470,  74  S.  W.  1002. 

Though  the  engineer  of  a  train  is  reading  in- 
stead of  being  on  the  lookout,  and  in  conse- 
quence runs  over  a  man  asleep  on  the  track, 
the  railroad  company  is  not  liable,  although 
if  the  usual  lookout  had  been  kept  the  engi- 
neer would  have  discovered  the  trespasser,  and 
could  easily  have  prevented  the  accident.  Wil- 
liams V.  Southern  P.  R.  Co.  72  Cal.  120,  13 
Pac.  219. 

In  Newport  News  &  M.  Valley  Co.  v.  Howe. 
3  C.  C.  A.  121,  6  U.  S.  App.  172,  52  Fed.  362. 
it  is  said  that  an  engineer  who  fails  to  keep 
a  sharp  lookout  upon  the  track  is  not  wanting 
in  due  care  with  respect  to  a  man  asleep  upon 
the  track,  because  of  the  presumption,  upon 
which  the  engineer  has  a  right  to  rely,  that  no 
one  would  be  so  grossly  negligent  In  courting 
death. 

Neither  is  there  any  reason  for  anticipating 
the  presence  of  an  infant,  more  than  of  an 
adult,  lying  on  a  railroad  track,  at  a  point 
where  he  has  no  right  to  be.  Goodman  v. 
Iioulsvllle  &  N.  R.  Co.  63  L.  R.  A.  057.  25  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  1086,  77  S.  W.  174  :  McMullen  v. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  132  Pa.  107,  19  Am.  St. 
Rep.  591,  19  Atl.  27. 

In  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Ix>g8don,  26 
Ky.  L.  Rep.  457.  81  S.  W.  6.17.  It  Is  held  that 
elsewhere  than  In  towns  and  cities,  or  where 
for  any  reason  the  presence  of  persons  on  the 
track  should  be  anticipated,  a  railroad  Is  under 
no  more  obligation  to  keep  a  lookout  for  a  child 
trespasser  than  for  an  adult,  and  Is  bound  t** 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1903. 


Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Cappieb. 


545 


use  all  reasonable  care  to  prevent  Injury  only 
after  the  peril  of  either  is  discovered.  And  it 
is  said :  "If  infants  were  made  an  exception  to 
the  rule,  and  railroad  companies  were  required 
to  keep  a  lookout  for  them  at  all  places  along 
their  track,  on  account  of  their  helplessness, 
the  same  principle  would  have  to  be  applied  to 
idiots,  lunatics,  epileptics,  the  deaf,  the  blind, 
and  the  like.  This  would  destroy  the  rule  and 
n»ike  it  inconsistent  with  itself,  for,  if  the 
presence  of  no  persons  is  to  be  looked  for  on 
the  track,  the  presence  of  persons  infirm  or 
unable  to  take  care  of  themselves  is  not  to  be 
anticipated,  and  the  defendant  cannot  be  re- 
quired to  guard  against  a  danger  which  is  not 
to  be  anticipated  by  a  person  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence." 

The  fact  that  a  man  sixty  years  of  age,  de- 
crepit, hard  of  hearing,  and  with  defective 
sight,  might  have  been  discovered  walking  on 
a  railroad  trestle  in  time  for  the  company's 
employees  to  stop  the  train  which  ran  him 
down,  if  a  proper  lookout  had  been  maintained, 
will  not  render  the  company  liable,  If  the  In- 
jured party  was  not  in  fact  seen  until  too  late 
to  avoid  injury.  Maloy  v.  Wabash,  St.  L.  & 
P.  R.  Co.  84  Mo.  270. 

Neither  is  the  company  liable  for  an  error 
of  Judgment  on  the  part  of  the  engineer,  in 
failing  to  identify  an  object  on  the  track  as  a 
sleeping  man  until  it  is  too  late  to  stop  the 
train.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelly, 
35  C.  C.  A.  671,  93  Fed.  745;  Murch  v.  West- 
ern N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  Co.  78  Hun,  601,  29  N.  Y. 
Supp.  490. 

Ii*ailure  to  stop  a  train  upon  first  sight  of  an 
object,  which  the  engineer  then  thought  to  be 
something  other  than  a  human  being,  but  which, 
at  length,  was  discovered  to  be  a  child,  will 
not  fix  the  liability  of  the  railroad  company. 
"The  test  of  responsibility  ia,  did  the  striking 
of  the  child  by  the  train  occur  after  the  en- 
gineer had  seen, — not  might  or  ought  to  have 
seen, — that  is,  discerned  or  distinguished,  the 
girl.  Until  the  girl  had  been  seen — discerned 
to  be  a  human  being — the  engineer  was  under 
no  obligation  to  the  trespasser  to  check  or 
stop  his  train,  whatever  may  have  *been  his 
obligation  to  the  passengers  who  were  being 
hauled  by  him."  Louisville,  N.  O.  &  T.  B.  Co. 
V.  Williams,  69  Miss.  640,  12  So.  957. 

In  an  action  for  injuries  received  by  a  man 
who  negligently  sat  down  between  two  cross- 
ties  of  a  railroad  track,  and  went  to  sleep, 
with  his  head  resting  on  his  hand,  and  in- 
clined toward  the  rail  nearest  him,  evidence  Is 
not  admissible  to  show  that  the  track  at  the 
place  of  the  accident,  and  for  a  long  distance 
on  either  side  of  such  place,  is  level  and 
straight,  so  that  an  object  on  it  no  larger  than 
a  man's  hat  may  be  seen  for  400  or  500  yards. 
Denman  v.  St  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  26  Minn.  357, 
4  N.  W.  605. 

What  appears  to  be  a  lucid  and  accurate 
statement  of  a  railroad  company's  relation  to 
trespassers  upon  its  tracks  is  found  in  Seaboard 
&  li.  B.  Co.  V.  Joyner,  92  Va.  354.  23  S.  B. 
773,  where  a  man  was  lying  on  the  track  with 
his  head  In  the  hollow  of  his  arm ;  and  it  is 
said  that  a  railroad  company  has  the  e:(clusive 
right  to  the  uninterrupted  enjoyment  of  Its 
roadbed,  track,  and  other  property.  It  owes 
no  special  duty  to  mere  trespassers;  but,  when 
It  is  said  that  it  owes  to  trespassers  *'onIy  the 
duty  of  ordinary  care,  it  is  intended  merely  to 
say  that  trespassers  are  not  entitled  to  that 
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provident  circumspection  which,  as  far  as  pos- 
sible, foresees  and  forestalls  danger.  That  high 
degree  of  duty  is  owed  to  passengers  only, — 
but,  where  the  danger  of  the  trespasser  is  dis- 
covered, it  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  rail- 
road company  to  avoid  the  infliction  of  injury, 
without  regard  to  the  fact  that  the  trespasser 
was  himself  guilty  of  contributory  negligence. 
It  is  then  incumbent  upon  the  company  to  do 
all  that  can  be  done,  consistently  with  its  higher 
duty  to  others,  to  save  the  trespasser  from  the 
consequences  of  his  own  Improper  act."  This 
statement  of  the  law  is  approved  in  Tucker  v. 
Norfolk  &  W.  B.  Co.  92  Va.  549,  24  S.  B.  229  ; 
Norfolk  &  W.  B.  Co.  v.  Dunnaway,  93  Va.  29, 
36,  24  S.  E.  698. 

In  Blankenship  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  B.  Co.  94 
Va.  449,  457,  27  S.  B.  20,  the  rule  making  rail- 
road companies  liable  for  injury  to  a  trespasser 
after  his  peril  was  discovered,  ''or  by  ordinary 
care  and  caution  might  have  been  discovered,'* 
which  is  supported  by  some  authorities,  is  con- 
strued to  mean,  not  that  it  is  the  duty  of  a  rail- 
road company  to  keep  a  lookout  for  tres- 
passers, but  that,  where  it  has  such  notice  or 
belief  that  someone  may  be  in  danger  as  ought 
to  put  a  prudent  man  on  the  alert,  it  then 
becomes  the  duty  of  the  company  to  be  on  the 
lookout.  This  case  may  be  said,  therefore,  to 
overrule  Tyler  v.  Sites,  88  Va.  470,  13  S.  E. 
978,  90  Va.  539,  19  8.  E.  174,  where  it  is  said, 
without  qualification,  that  "a  railroad  company 
Is  bound  to  keep  a  reasonable  lookout  for  tres- 
passers upon  its  track." 

The  distinction  made  in  the  Blankenship 
Case  is  Important,  though  it  is  diflicult  to  dis- 
cover its  application  under  the  circumstances 
there  presented.  It  is  this, — that,  while  a  rail- 
road company  does  not  owe  to  a  trespasser  the 
duty  to  discover  his  presence  upon  the  track, 
yet,  where  the  attention  of  those  operating  a 
train  is  arrested  by  seeing  an  indistinguishable 
object  on  the  tfack,  which  may  be  a  human 
being,  it  then  becomes  their  duty  to  discover 
what  that  object  is,  and  whether,  because  of 
some  disability,  if  a  human  being,  it  will  be 
necessary  to  stop,  the  train  to  avoid  injury. 
The  point  is  not  always  so  clearly  made,  but 
the  principle  finds  general  recognition  in  the 
decisions,  which,  in  the  language  of  Lord  Den- 
man in  Colchester  v.  Brooke,  7  Q.  B.  377,  is 
that  everyone  in  the  conduct  of  that  which 
may  be  harmful  to  others,  if  misconducted,  is 
bound  to  use  due  care  and  skill,  even  as  to 
a  wrongdoer.  See  In  support  of  the  rule,  cases 
cited  under  dlv.  VI.,  b,  avpra,  and  div.  VII., 
c.  infra. 

And  further,  if  the  disabled  trespasser  is 
in  a  place  where  the  presence  of  persons  may  be 
reasonably  expected,  and  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care  he  might  be  discovered,  and  the 
in  filet  ion  of  injury  avoided,  then  the  failure  to 
discover  him  Is  negligence.  Fearons  v.  Kansas 
City  Elev.  B.  Co.  180  Mo.  208,  79  8.  W.  394. 
And  see  cases  cited  under  the  last  preceding 
division  of  this  note. 

Second.  The  duty  to  discover  a  trespasser's 
disability  is  likewise  denied  In  those  jurisdic- 
tions which  repudiate  the  doctrine  that  such 
care  is  due  to  one  who  has  exposed  himself  to 
the  risk  of  injury.  In  such  Jurisdictions  the 
only  duty  owing  a  trespasser  is  to  refrain  from 
wilful  or  wanton  injury.  And  this  Ls  true 
whether  he  happens  to  be  suffering  from  some 
disability  or  not. 

As    to   trespassers,    the   liability    of   a   rall- 
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road  company  Is  measured  by  the  conduct  of 
Its  employees  after  they  become  aware  of  their 
presence  upon  the  track.  That  liability,  how- 
ever, after  such  knowledge,  cannot  be  fixed  by 
the  negligence  of  such  employees,  and  this  for 
the  reason  that,  as  to  such  negligence,  the  con- 
tributory negligence  of  appellee  (trespasser) 
would  defeat  his  right  of  recovery.  No  lia- 
bility can  arise,  therefore,  for  the  failure  of 
a  railroad  company  to  discover  a  trespasser 
upon  Its  right  of  way,  though  he  Is  suffering 
from  some  disability.  Palmer  v.  Chicago,  St. 
L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  112  Ind.  250,  254,  14  N.  E.  70. 

A  trespasser  upon  a  switch  track  laid 
through  a  narrow  archway  In  a  mill,  from 
which  there  Is  no  means  of  escape  from  a  train 
running  thereon,  cannot  recover  for  Injuries 
from  collision  with  a  train  run  through  the 
arch  at  an  excessive  speed,  although  persons 
are  in  the  habit  of  passing  through  the  arch, 
since  the  railroad  company  is  not  required  to 
anticipate  their  presence.  Parker  v.  Pennsyl- 
vania Co.  134  Ind.  673,  23  L.  R.  A.  552,  34 
N.  E.  504. 

A  railroad  company  owes  no  duty  to  dis- 
cover a  trespasser  who  has  his  foot  caught  In 
its  track,  and  it  cannot  be  held  liable  for  run- 
ning over  him  in  Ignorance  of  his  situation. 
It  has  the  right  to  run  its  trains  without 
reference  to  snch  intrusion,  and,  even  after  the 
trespasser  is  seen  npoa  the  track  by  those  in 
charge  of  a  train,  they  may  act  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  he  will  step  aside  in  time  to 
avoid  a  collision,  unless  it  is  also  obvious  that, 
owing  to  bis  condition  or  circumstances  over 
which  he  has  no  control,  he  cannot  extricate 
himself  from  the  danger  which  menaces  him. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Monday,  40  Ark. 
257,  4  S.  W.  782 ;  Louisville,  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co. 
T.  Phillips,  112  Ind.  69,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  155, 
13  N.  E.  132. 

Where  it  appears  that  the  person  injured  by 
a  railroad  train  was  lying  upon  the  track,  the 
burden  is  upon  the  plaintiff,  and  not  upon  the 
defendant,  to  prove  that  the  presence  of  the  de- 
ceased might  have  been  discovered  in  time  to 
avoid  injury,  and  that  the.  railroad  company 
wilfully  or  recklessly  killed  him.  St.  Louis 
&  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Townsend,  69  Ark.  380,*  63 
S.  W.  994 ;  Parish  ▼.  Western  &  A.  R.  Co.  102 
Ga.  285,  40  L.  R.  A.  364,  29  S.  K.  715. 

Third.  Another  line  of  authorities  recognizes 
the  rule  that  the  previous  negligence  of  a  party, 
exposing  him  to  danger,  is  not  an  excuse  for 
an  Injury  through  another's  negligence,  if  by 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  the  Injury  might 
have  been  avoided,  but  holds  that  trespassers 
are  not  within  the  rule,  because  a  party  who 
infringes  upon  the  rights  of  othera  absolves 
them  from  using  ordinary  care  and  diligence 
toward  him.  Hence,  It  is  held,  with  the  cases 
cited  above,  that  the  only  duty  owing  a  tres- 
passer is  to  refrain  from  wilful  or  wanton  in- 
jury. As  in  the.  cases  above  cited,  the  rule 
is  applied  without  regard  to  the  existence  of 
any  disability.  Mason  v.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  27 
Kan.  83,  41  Am.  Rep.  405;  Kansas  P.  R.  Co. 
V.  Whipple,  39  Kan.  531,  18  Pac.  730;  Mor- 
rissey  v.  Eastern  R.  Co.  126  Mass.  377,  30  Am. 
Rep.  686 ;  Grlswold  v.  Boston  &  M.  R.  Co.  183 
Mass.  434,  67  N.  E.  354  ;  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St. 
L,  R.  Co.  V.  Cllne,  111  111.  App.  416;  Johnson 
V.  Truesdale,  46  Minn.  345,  48  N.  W.  1136; 
Philadelphia  ft  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Hummell,  44  Pa. 
875,  84  Am.  Dec.  457 ;  Cauley  v.  Pittsburgh,  C. 
&  St.  L.  R.  Co.  95  Pa.  398,  40  Am.  Rep.  664  ; 
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Brague  v.  Northern  C.  R.  Co.  192  Pa.  242,  43 
Atl.  987 ;  Smalley  v.  Southern  R.  Co.  67  S.  C. 
243,  36  S.  E.  489. 

A  child  seven  years  of  age,  asleep  upon  a 
railroad  track,  being  a  trespasser,  the  engineer's 
duty  is  measured  and  covered  by  his  abstention 
from  wilful  or  wanton  negligence.  Ijouisvllle, 
N.  O.  &  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Williams,  69  Miss  631. 
12  So.  057. 

This  seems  formerly  to  have  been  the  rule 
in  New  York.  For  Instance,  in  Tonawanda 
R.  Co.  V.  Munger,  5  Denlo,  255,  49  Am.  Dec. 
239,  4  N.  Y.  349,  53  Am.  Dec.  384,  which  was 
an  action  for  killing  an  animal  trespassing  on  . 
defendant's  track.  It  is  said  that  **a  man  is  ^ 
under  no  obligation  to  be  cautious  and  cir- 
cumspect toward  a  wrongdoer."  But  It  Is 
further  said  that  "Injuries  inflicted  by  design 
ai-e  not  thus  to  be  excused.  A  wrongdoer 
is  not  necessarily  an  outlaw,  but  may  justly 
complain  of  wanton  and  malicious  mischief." 

A  boy  injured  while  lying  on  his  back  on  a 
railroad  track,  between  two  coal  cars,  with  his 
legs  over  one  rail,  cannot  recover  damages  from 
the  railroad  company  where  his  presence  was 
not  known  until  after  the  Injury.  McMullen 
V.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  132  Pa.  107,  19  Am.  St. 
Rep.  501,  19  Atl.  27. 

In  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Cllne. 
Ill  111.  App.  416,  it  is  held  that,  although 
one  is  compelled  to  leave  the  highway  in  order 
to  get  around  a  freight  train  standing  at  the 
crossing,  he  is  a  trespasser ;  and,  since  the 
railroad  company  does  not  owe  him  the  duty 
of  ordinary  care,  it  is  not  liable  for  backing 
a  train  upon  him  without  a  lookout,  where  his 
foot  Is  caught  in  the  track. 

A  strong  dissent  from  the  doctrine  of  the 
foregoing  cases  is  pronounced  by  Chief  Justice 
Agnew,  though  speaking  for  the  court,  in  a 
case  where  a  trespassing  child  was  killed  by 
a  train  running  through  a  populous  district 
at  an  excessive  speed.  He  says:  **Doe8  no 
duty  rest  upon  a  railroad  company  because 
it  is  running  upon  Its  own  track,  unfenced  and 
unguarded?  Surely  we  must  not  disregard  the 
habits,  character,  and  condition  of  a  people 
accuston&ed  to  run  thoughtlessly  and  unheed- 
Ingly  into  danger.  We  must  take  into  ac- 
count the  feebleness  of  age  and  helpless  Infancy, 
the  infirmity  of  mind  and  body  of  many  living 
on  a  railroad  track,  their  want  of  reflection  and 
unthinking  heedlessness,  their  want  of  appre- 
hension of  danger,  and  entire  absence  of  injury 
they  suppose  they  do  to  the  hard,  rough  track 
of  a  railroad ;  the  many  motives  they  have  to 
do  an  act  which,  though  a  trespass,  is  seeming- 
ly to  them  no  cause  of  complaint.  Surely  the 
courts  have  not  lost  their  power  to  declare  what 
is  ordinary  prudence  and  care  in  the  use  of  Its 
track  by  a  railroad  company  merely  because  the 
track  is  its  own,  and  no  one  may  rightfully 
trespass  there.  The  circumstances  which  qual- 
ify this  right  must  be  taken  Into  account  and 
submitted  to  a  jury  under  proper  Instructions." 
This  authority.  It  will  he  seen,  imposes  upon 
railroad  companies  the  reasonable  duty,  of  ex- 
ercising ordinary  care,  even  as  to  trespassers. 
In  places  where  people  are  likely  to  be  present. 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Lewis,  79  Pa.  33. 

Fourth.  In  Maryland,  North  Carolina,  Ten 
nessee,  Texas,  and  West  Virginia  the  frequency 
Vlth  which  railroad  tracks  are  used  as  a  high- 
way, and  the  consequent  reasonableness  for 
expecting  the  preKence  of  persons  In  such  places, 
seem  to  have  led  the  courts  of  those  states  to 
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bold  that  if.  In  the  performance  of  the  general 
duty  of  railroad  companies  to  keep  a  vl^IIan^. 
lookout  for  animals  or  other  ohstacies  upon 
their  tracks,  a  trespasser  may  he  discovered  in 
time  to  ayold  injury,  then  the  failure  so  to  dis- 
cover him  is  negligence. 

A  man  goes  upon  a  railroad  track  at  a  time 
and  plnce  when  no  danger  is  nigh  and  while 
there,  hy  some  accident  or  providential  cause, 
becomes  insensible,  and  so  remains  perhaps, 
for  hours,  nntil  the  time  for  a  train  comeb 
around.  "Although  he  originally  goes  on  the 
track  wrongfully,  it  is  under  circumstances 
threatening  no  direct  injury,  nor,  being  on  the 
track,  does  he  do  anything  'positive  or  negative 
to  contribute  to  the  immediate  injury.*  .  .  . 
If  the  engineer  on  the  approaching  train  keeps 
that  lookout  which  is  required  of  him  at  all 
times,  not  only  to  secure  the  safety  of  the 
tram,  but  to  avoid  injury  to  any  animal  or 
person  on  the  track,  this  person  lying  there 
In  open  view  must  be  discovered.  Not  to  dis- 
cover him  Is,  under  the  circumstances,  negli- 
gence, and  that  negligence  is  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  Injury;  whilst  the  negligence  of 
the  party  in  going  on  the  track  Is  only  a 
remote  cause."  Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sympkins,  64  Tex.  620,  88  Am.  Rep.  632. 

In  Houston  &  T.  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Harvin  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  64  S.  W.  629,  where  a  man  hard 
of  hearing,  who  was  walking  on  a  railroad 
track,  was  run  down  by  a  train  while  the  en- 
gineer and  fireman  were  looking  backward  in- 
stead of  forward,  the  court  approved  an  in- 
struction to  the  Jury,  "that  it  Is  the  duty  of  the 
employees  of  a  railway  company  operating  its 
train  to  use  reasonable  care  to  discover  and  to 
avoid  Injuring  persons  who  may  be  upon  its 
track,  the  degree  of  such  care  being  such  as  a 
person  of  ordinary  prudence  and  caution  would 
commonly  exercise  under  like  circumstances, 
and  varying  as  the  known  probability  of  danger 
may  vary  along  the  different  portions  of  the 
route  over  which  trains  are  run ;  and  a  failure 
to  use  such  care  by  its  employees  is  negligence." 

In  later  decisions  the  Texas  courts  have  re- 
fused to  extend  the  rule  of  the  foregoing  cases 
to  persons  going  to  sleep  upon  a  railroad  track, 
but  Just  why  the  duty  should  be  imposed  as  to 
one  class  of  trespassers,*  and  not  to  another,  Is 
not  apparent.  St.  Louis  8.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Shiflet, 
94  Tex.  131,  58  S.  W.  945;  Smith  v.  Inter- 
national &  O.  N.  R.  Co.  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  78 
S.  W.  556. 

Itailroad  companies  being  required  to  keep 
a  lookout  for  live  stock,  and  to  use  ordinary 
care  to  prevent  injury  to  it,  certainly  the  same 
care  should  be  required  so  far  as  children,  deaf 
and  other  disabled  persons  are  concerned,  if  not 
as  to  others.  While  public  interest  and  neces- 
sity demand  that  a  railroad  company  have  sole 
possession  of  its  track,  yet,  since  people  live 
and  move  along  the  route,  and  do  go  upon  the 
track,  and  children,  in  their  thoughtlessness  and 
indiscretion,  will  go  upon  it,  and  stock  will 
wander  upon  it,  sheer  necessity  demands  that 
those  in  charge  of  a  train  shall,  by  keeping  a 
reasonable  lookout,  use  ordinary  care  to  dis- 
cover animals  and  persons  on  the  track,  to  save 
both  them  and  passengers  from  injury.  Gunn 
V.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va.  676,  36  h.  R.  A. 
575,  26  S.  B.  546. 

Under  a  statute  of  Tennessee  requiring  rail- 
road companies  to  keep  a  constant  and  vigilant 
lookout  for  objects  on  their  tracks,  the  fail- 
ure to  discover  and  give  warning  to  a  sleeping 
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boy  upon  the  track,  where  he  could  have  been 
seen  for  %  of  a  mile  distant,  renders  the  rail- 
road company  liable  for  his  injuries.  East  Ten- 
nessee &  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  St.  John,  5  Sneed,  524, 
73  Am.  Dec.  149. 

And,  even  under  circumstances  not  within  the 
statute,  it  is  held,  in  Patton  v.  East  Tennes- 
see, V.  &  G.  R.  Co.  89  Tenn.  370,  12  U  R.  A. 
184,  15  S.  W.  919,  that  where  a  person  walking 
on  a  trestle  was  killed  by  being  run  down  by 
a  detached  section  of  a  freight  train,  the  rail- 
road company  was  negligent  in  not  having  some 
one  on  the  lookout  on  the  detached  cars. 
"Where  cars  are  being  moved  by  gravitation, 
and  therefore  with  comparatively  little  noise, 
we  think  the  duty  quite  clear  that  a  railway 
company  should  have  someone  on  the  lookout 
for  the  purpose  of  warning  persons  on  the 
track.  ...  At  crossings  and  points  where, 
by  license,  express  or  implied,  the  track  Is 
used  as  a  walk  way,  the  more  imperative  the 
duty.  But  the  duty  is  not  altogether  relaxed 
by  the  fact  thnt  this  injury  probably  occurred 
at  a  point  where  the  public  had  no  rights." 

The  adoption  of  the  above  rule  in  North 
Carolina  has  been  in  repudiation  of  the  rule 
of  the  earHer  cases  In  that  state.  In  Herring 
v.  Wilmington  &  R.  R.  Co.  32  N.  C.  (10  I  red. 
L.)  402,  51  Am.  Dec.  395,  it  appeared  that 
the  engineer  of  a  railroad  train  might  have 
seen  two  little  negroes  lying  on  the  track 
asleep  at  a  distance  of  from  200  yards  to  % 
mile,  but  did  not  actually  discover  them 
until  within  25  or  30  yards  of  the  place 
where  they  were  lying,  when  it  was  too  late  to 
stop  the  train  before  running  over  them.  It 
was  held  that  the  railroad  company  was  not 
liable  for  the  neglect  to  keep  a  lookout,  whereby 
the  children  might  have  been  discovered :  nor 
was  it  responsible  for  the  engineer*s  failure  to 
use  the  appliances  at  his  command  to  stop  the 
train  until  he  actually  saw  the  children  asleep 
on  the  track.  And  In  Manly  v.  Wilmington  & 
W.  R.  Co.  74  N.  C.  655,  it  is  held  that  run- 
ning a  train  over  a  child  of  ten  years,  asleep 
upon  the  track,  is  not  negligence,  where  the 
child's  presence  wtus  not  discovered  by  the 
engineer  until  150  feet  distant,  and  he  then 
supposed  it  to  be  a  hog,  and  blew  the  whistle, 
but,  upon  discovering  It  was  a  human  being, 
reversed  the  engine,  and  endeavored  to  stop 
the  train,  but  without  avail. 

But  in  Deans  v.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co. 
107  N.  C.  686,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  12  8.  B. 
77,  the  court  repudiates  the  rule  of  the  above 
cases,  and  holds  that  it  is  the  duty  of  an  en- 
gineer to  keep  a  careful  lookout  along  the  track 
to  discover  obstructions,  whether  at  a  crossing 
or  elsewhere,  and  that  If  thereby  the  engineer, 
in  the  exercise  of  due  diligence,  might  have  dis- 
covered a  drunken  man  lying  apparently  help- 
less upon  the  track.  In  time  to  stop  the 
train  before  it  reached  him,  and  failed,  through 
negligence,  to  make  such  discovery  the  railroad 
company  was  liable  for  the  damage  sustained. 

The  doctrine  of  the  case  last  cited  Is  re- 
affirmed in  Pickett  V.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co. 
117  N.  C.  616,  30  t.  R.  A.  257,  53  Am.  St.  Rep. 
611,  23  8.  B.  264,  which  directly  raises  the 
question  whether  a  railroad  company  Is  liable 
for  the  death  of  a  man  who  deliberately  lies 
down  upon  Its  track,  and  either  carelessly 
or  intentionally  falls  asleep  there,  unless  tno 
engineer  of  the  train  running  over  him  actually 
sees  him  lying  there  in  time  to  stop  the  train 
by  the  reasonable  use  of  appliance?  at  his  fom 
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mand.  In  a  well-consldered  opinion,  the  court 
expressly  repudiates  the  doctrine  that  the  duty 
of  a  railroad  company  to  keep  a  vigilant  look- 
out before  its  trains  does  not  exist  as  to  tres- 
passers on  its  track,  and  holds  that  if  a  per- 
son thus  asleep  is  injured  through  the  failure  to 
maintain  such  lookout,  when  otherwise  he  could 
h«ve  been  discovered,  and  the  catastrophe 
avoided,  the  railroad  company  is  liable.  The 
position  of  the  court  is  well  stated  In  the  fol- 
lowing language  of  the  opinion:  "When  this 
court  declared  it  the  duty  of  an  engineer  to 
exercise  reasonable  care  in  looking  out  for  an- 
imals on  the  track,  it  became  equally  a  duty 
as  to  all  those  classes  of  persons  who,  if  actual- 
ly seen  by  him,  would  be  entitled  to  demand 
that  he  use  all  the  means  at  his  command  to 
avert  Injury  to  them.  .  .  .  As  we  hold 
that  the  duty  on  the  part  of  the  engineer  of 
watchfulness  to  protect  life  is  an  ever-present 
one,  attending  him  everywhere,  and  extending 
to  the  people  in  the  remote  country  as  well 
as  in  the  towns,  it  necessarily  follows  that  the 
opportunities  that  grow  out  of  duty  performed 
are  coextensive  with  the  duty  prescribed,  and 
may  arise  wherever  it  exists.  We  are  of  opin- 
ion that  when,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
^  care,  an  engineer  can  see  that  a  human  being 
Is  lying  apparently  helpless,  from  any  cause,  on 
♦he  track  In  front  of  his  engine,  in  time  to  stop 
the  train  by  the  use  of  the  appliances  at  his 
command,  and  without  peril  to  the  safety  of 
persons  on  the  train,  the  company  Is  liable 
for  any  Injury  resulting  from  his  failure  to  per- 
form his  duty."  To  the  same  effect  are  Smith 
V.  Norfolk  &  S.  R.  Co.  114  N.  C.  755,  25  L.  R. 
A.  287,  19  S.  E.  863,  923 ;  Norwood  v.  Raleigh 
&  O.  R.  Co.  Ill  N.  C.  240,  16  S.  E.  4 ;  Upton 
V.  South  Carolina  ft  G.  Extension  R.  Co.  128 
N.  C.  173,  38  S.  E.  736 ;  Carter  ▼.  Southern  R. 
Co.  135  N.  C.  498,  47  S.  E.  614. 

An  idiot  may  recover  for  injuries  sustained 
from  being  run  over  by  a  railroad  train.  If  the 
engineer  saw  him,  or  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care  could  have  seen  him,  and  had  actual  knowl- 
edge, or  reasonable  ground  for  the  belief,  that, 
on  account  of  some  mental  or  physical  infirm- 
ity, he  could  not  assume  that  the  Idiot  would 
step  off  the  track  in  time  to  avoid  Injury. 
Dally  V.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301, 
11  8.  E.  320. 

In  Maryland,  likewise,  the  decisions  upon  the 
question  are  conflicting.  In  Baltimore  &  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  State,  33  Md.  542,  It  is  held  that 
a  public  notice  at  the  entrance  of  a  railroad 
viaduct,  for  persons  to  keep  off,  does  not  re- 
lieve the  railroad  company  from  the  duty  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  to  keep  a  lookout  from 
Its  trains,  and  to  give  the  usual  warning  to  one 
trespassing  on  the  track,  and  about  to  enter 
the  viaduct.  But  in  Western  Maryland  R. 
Co.  V.  Kehoe,  83  Md.  434,  452,  35  Atl.  90, 
it  is  said  that,  "until  the  employees  are  made 
aware  of  the  peril  arising  from  nn  act  of  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  they  are 
under  no  obligation  to  assume  that  he  will 
be  negligent,  or  will  be  In  a  dangerous  place 
which  he  has  no  right  to  occupy  ;  and  conse- 
quently they  owe  him  no  duty  to  anticipate  that 
he  will  be  where  he  ought  not  to  be,  or  to 
guard  in  advance  against  the  possible,  or  even 
probable,  results  of  his  unknown  wrongful  oc- 
cupancy of  the  tracks."  Therefore  a  railroad 
company  is  not  negligent  In  not  discovering  a 
person  lying  beyond  the  limits  of  the  highway, 
with  his  leg  across  a  rail  of  its  track,  whither 
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he  has  been  thrown  from  his  buggy,  as  a  result 
of  his  reckless  driving.  Finally,  in  Baltimore 
Consol.  R.  Co.  V.  Armstrong,  92  Md.  554,  54  L. 
R.  A.  424,  48  Atl.  1047,  it  is  said :  "The  dif- 
ference between  the  modification  of  the  gen- 
eral principle  recognized  as  proper  in  Maryland 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Neubeur,  62  Md.  391,  and  that 
sanctioned  by  this  court  in  the  recent  cases. 
Is  simply  that  in  the  former  case  the  defendant 
was  held  liable  If  he  could,  by  the  exercise  of 
reasonable  care  after  he  became  aware  of  the 
plaintiff's  peril,  have  averted  the  accident,  and 
In  the  latter  cases  he  was  held  liable  if  he  could 
have  prevented  it  after  he  became,  or  ought  to 
have  become,  aware  of  the  peril.  There  is  no 
difference  in  principle  between  these  two  forms 
of  instruction  to  the  jury,  for  it  cannot  he 
seriously  contended  that  when  the  defendant  Is 
in  a  position  from  which  he  ought  to  see,  or  by 
the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  could  see,  the 
plaintiff's  peril,  he  may  avert  his  face  or  close 
his  eyes  and  not  see  It,  and  then  escape  liability 
for  an  Injury  resulting  from  such  conduct  on 
his  part/* 

c  What  i8  sufficient  notice  of  perU  or  disoMHty. 

The  notice  which  Imposes  the  duty  of  using 
precautionary  means  to  avoid  Injury  to  a  per- 
son In  peril  need  not  amount  to  positive  knowl- 
edge. The  duty  may  arise  before  the  presence 
of  the  person  is  discovered,  where  there  are 
circumstances  Indicating  the  probability  of 
danger  to  human  life,  such  as  would  Induce  ac- 
tion by  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence.  It  has 
been  so  held  where  a  locomotive  engineer  sees 
persons  running  toward  the  track,  and  signaling 
him  to  stop,  though  a  person  on  the  track  is 
not  seen  by  him.  Upon  the  same  principle,  it 
would  seem  that,  when  a  person  Is  seen  in  a 
place  where  he  is  liaise  to  be  injured  by  an- 
other's action,  ordinary  care  requires  that  a 
watch  be  kept  of  his  movements;  and  If  there- 
by it  becomes  apparent  that  the  person  is 
under  some  disability,  which  prevents  him  car- 
ing for  his  own  safety,  due  effort  must  be 
made  to  avoid  injury.  And  the  same  is  true 
where  an  object  in  the  path  of  danger  Is 
discovered,  but  doubt  exists  as  to  whether  it 
is  animate  or  Inanimate.  But,  as  to  the  suf- 
ficiency of  the  notice  in  such  cases  to  require 
a  resort  to  precautionary  measures,  the  au- 
thorities are  not  agreed,  even  in  those  juris- 
dictions imposing  the  duty  of  ordinary  care 
to  avoid  the  consequences  of  another's  negli- 
gence. And  no  such  obligation  exists,  of  course, 
toward  trespassers,  in  those  states  which  hold 
that  the  only  duty  owing  such  persons  is  not 
wilful  or  wantonly  to  Injure  them.  In  any 
event  the  notice  must  l)e  In  time  to  allow  a 
resort  to  preventive  effort. 

When  persons  in  charge  of  a  railroad  train 
discover  the  peril  of  a  person  on  the  track, 
"or  are  In  a  position  were  they  ought  to  have 
discovered  It, — a  position  in  which  the  circum- 
stances, movements,  or  condition  of  the  per- 
son injured  would  manifest  to  a  vigilant  ob- 
server that  such  person  is  unaware  of  his 
peril,  or,  If  aware  of  It,  Is  unable  to  extricate 
himself, — a  culpable  omission  to  use  the  means 
in  hand  to  prevent  an  accident,  when  a  prompt 
resort  thereto  might  have  prevented  it,  without 
endangering  the  freight  or  passengers  being 
transported  on  the  train,  will  be  regarded  as 
reckless  or  Intentional  negligence.  On  the  other 
hand,  the  rule  'does  not  apply  where  the  man- 
ifestation of  the  peril  and  the  catastrophe  are 
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■o  close  In  point  of  tlm«  as  to  leave  no  room 
for  preventiye  effort.* "  Fraser  v.  South  & 
North  Ala.  R.  Co.  81  Ala.  186,  90  Am.  Rep. 
145,  1  So.  85 ;  LoulSTille  &  N.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Cole- 
man, 86  Ky.  656,  6  8.  W.  488,  8  S.  W.  875; 
Robbing  y.  Springfield  Street  R.  Co.  166  liass. 
80,  42  N.  B.  384. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company 
for  running  over  a  deaf-mute  on  Its  track,  the 
question  Is  not  whether  the  man  was  bereft  of 
any  of  his  faculties,  but  whether  there  was 
enough  In  his  appearance  to  Indicate  any  such 
infirmity  on  his  part  to  the  engineer  of  the 
train.  Tyler  y.  Sites,  90  Ya.  689,.  19  S.  B. 
174. 

If  there  Is  anything  disclosed  In  the  con- 
duct or  appearance  of  a  person  on  a  rail- 
road track  which  raises  a  suspicion  that  he  Is 
deaf,  or  blind,  or  helpless,  then  the  obligation 
on  the  part  of  the  trainmen  Immediately  arises 
to  use  all  necessary  and  proper  care  to  avoid 
Injuring  him,  and  to  stop  the  train  If  neces- 
sary. Cincinnati,  H.  ft  D.  R.  Co.  y.  Murphy, 
17  Ohio  C.  C.  223;  Mobile  &  O.  R.  Co.  v/ 
Stroud,  64  Miss.  784,  2  So.  171;  Omaha  & 
R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42  Neb.  677,  60  N. 
W.  899. 

"It  makes  no  difference  how  short  an  Interval 
occurs  between  the  negligent  act  of  the  plain- 
tiff. In  going  upon  the  trestle  and  that  of  the 
defendant,  If  the  latter  has  time  to  discover 
the  danger  and  avert  It  by  the  exercise  of 
ordinary  care.*'  Clark  v.  Wilmington  &  W. 
R.  Co.  109  N.  C.  430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S. 
E.  43;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  y.  Welsen,  66  Tex. 
443. 

The  moment  that  an  aged  man  Is  seen  upon 
a  railroad  trestle  over  8  feet  In  height  his  peril 
Is  manifest  and  imminent,  a  warning  that 
he  is  taking  no  heed  for  his  own  safety,  and 
the  railroad  employees  in  charge  of  a  train 
are  required  to  exercise  reasonable  care  to 
avoid  a  collision.  They  are  not  permitted  to 
speculate  whether  he  will  jump  from  the  bridge, 
or  lie  down,  or  in  some  other  way  get  out  of 
harm's  way.  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  100  Iowa,  628,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  80 
N.  W.  682,  117  Iowa,  667,  91  N.  W.  933; 
Central  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Vaughan,  93  Ala.  209, 
30  Am.  St.  Rep.  60,  9  So.  468. 

An  engineer's  discovery  of  a  woman  run- 
ning toward  a  train  and  waving  her  hands  ex- 
citedly, at  a  distance  of  1,000  feet  ahead,  after 
having  previously  seen  children  playing  near 
the  track.  Is  sufllclent  notice  that  the  life  of 
a  human  being  is  in  danger,  and  that  the  train 
should  be  stopped,  or  its  speed  materially 
checked,  although  the  presence  of  a  child 
actually  on  the  track  Is  not  discovered  until 
too  late  to  avoid  Injury.  Donahoe  v.  Wabash, 
St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  83  Mo.  643. 

Where  an  engineer  sees  an  object  upon  the 
track  in  sufficient  time  to  stop  the  train,  but 
mistakes  it  for  an  abandoned  cross-tie,  and 
disregards  the  signals  of  two  men  running  on 
either  side  of  the  track  toward  the  engine,  and 
waving  their  hats,  he  not  only  falls  to  exercise 
reasonable  care,  but  is  guilty  of  reckless  neg- 
ligence, in  not  acting  promptly  upon  the  evi- 
dences of  danger  forced  upon  his  attention, 
which  a  reasonably  prudent  man  would  have 
acted  upon.  Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Joyner, 
0-2  Va.  354,  23  8.  B.  773. 

Whether  an  outcry  made  by  several  persons 
upon  a  boy  getting  his  foot  caught  in  a  railroad 
track  at  a  crossing,  and  a  signal  given  to 
ttL.R.A. 


the  engineer  to  stop^  are  sufficient  to  give  no- 
tice of  the  danger,  and  to  render  the  railroad   ^ 
company  negligent  In  not  stopping  the  cars  in 
time    to   avoid   injury,    is   a   question   for   the 
jury.    Goodrich  v.  Burlington,  C.  R.  &  N.  R.  Co. 

108  Iowa,  412,  72  N.  W.  653. 

'The  true  test  of  the  [locomotive]  engineer's 
duty  is  involved  in  the  question  whether  he 
has  reasonable  ground  to  believe,  with  all  the 
knowledge  of  the  surroundings  which  due  dil- 
igence requires  of  him,  that  the  life  of  a  fel- 
low man  Is  in  peril,  and  that  the  danger  to  his 
person  can  only  be  averted  by  stopping  or  re- 
ducing the  speed  of  the  train.  When  an  en- 
gineer sees  a  man  persistently  putting  himself 
in  peril  on  a  trestle  or  bridge,  so  that  he  can 
no  more  get  off  the  track  than  one  who  is  lying 
on  it  in  an  apparent  stupor,  except  by  exposing 
himself  to  danger,  why  is  it  not  reasonable  in 
him  to  act  instantly  on  the  natural  inference 
that  one  whose  conduct  is  so  extraordinary  Is 
either  drunk  or  bereft  of  reason  from  sudden 
terror?"     Clark   v.    Wilmington   &  W.    R.    Co. 

109  N.  C.  430,  446,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  8.  E.  43. 
Where  the  motorman  of  a  street  car  sees  a 

boy  approaching  the  track  with  the  apparent 
intention  of  crossing  in  front  of  the  car,  and 
observes  that  the  boy  is  unconscious  of  the 
approach  of  the  car,  notwithstanding  his  efforts 
to  attract  his  attention,  and  that  it  is  likely 
to  hit  him,  it  is  not  enough  that  he  uses  every 
effort  to  prevent  injury  when  the  boy  gets  up- 
on the  track,  and  he  realizes  that  danger  is 
Imminent,  but  he  should  act  as  soon  as  he 
sees  that  an  Injury  is  probable,  although  not 
aware  that  the  boy  is  deaf.  When  It  is  seen 
that  a  person  in  such  situation  pays  no  at- 
tention to  the  warnings  given,  ordinary  care 
requires  that  the  speed  of  the  car  be  checked. 
Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v.  Hanna  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)  79  8.  W.  639;  Sloniker  v.  Great  North- 
ern R.  Co.  76  Minn.  806,  79  N.  W.  168. 

But  in  Stabenau  y.  Atlantic  Ave.  R.  Co.  155 
N.  Y.  511,  63  Am.  St.  Rep.  698,  50  N.  E.  277, 
it  is  held  that  the  motorman  of  a  street  car 
was  not  negligent  in  not  checking  the  speed  of 
his  car  upon  seeing  little  girls  near  the  track 
start  to  run  across  it,  nor  until  one  of  them 
fell  before  the  car,  where  they  had  time  to  get 
across,  if  they  had  not  fallen^  To  the  same 
effect  is  Fenton  v.  Second  Ave.  R.  Co.  126  N. 
Y.  626,  26  N.  B.  967. 

And  in  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Black,  89 
Ala.  313,  8  So.  246,  the  engineer  of  a  train 
discovered  a  man  walking  upon  the  track  half 
a  mile  distant,  but  no  signal  was  given  unlil 
within  about  200  yards,  when  the  bell  wa^ 
rung,  and  within  100  yards  the  whistle  was 
sounded.  It  then  being  discovered  that  the  man 
did  not  get  off  the  track,  nor  look  around,  the 
engineer  concluded  something  must  be  the  mat' 
ter  with  him,  and  endeavored  to  stop  the  train, 
but  it  was  too  late  to  avoid  a  collision.  It  was 
held  that  the  railroad  company's  liability  dated 
not  from  the  time  the  intestate  was  discovered 
upon  the  track,  but  from  the  time  its  employees 
learned  he  was  ignorant  of  the  approaching 
train.  **If,  after  decedent's  ignorance  of  his 
peril  was  brought  to  their  knowledge,  actual 
Knowledge,  for  they  owed  the  intestate  no  duty 
to  find  it  out,  they  failed  to  apply  all  the  In- 
strumentalities at  their  command  to  stop  the 
train  and  save  him,  then,  and  only  in  that 
event,  is  plaintiff  entitled  to  a  verdict."  This 
case  apparently  conflicts  to  some  extent  with 
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that  of  Frazer  v.  South  &  North  Ala.  B.  Co. 
81  Ala.  185,  60  Am.  Kep.  145,  1  So.  85. 

When  persons  in  charge  of  a  railroad  train 
discover  an  object  upon  the  track  which  there 
is  reason  to  believe  may  be  a  human  being, 
what  is  their  duty? 

A  railroad  company  is  liable  for  injuries  sus- 
tained from  running  over  a  child  six  or  seven 
years  of  age,  who  was  lying  on  the  railway 
track  asleep,  where  the  engineer  and  fireman 
saw  him  in  time  to  stop  the  train,  but 
neglected  to  do  so  because  they  supposed  him  to 
be  a  bunch  of  weeds.  The  evidence  in  this 
case  showed  that  plaintiff  could  have  been  seen 
and  recognized  as  a  boy  on  the  track  at  a  dis- 
tance of  from  300  to  350  yards..  Meeks  v. 
Southern  P.  R.  Co.  56  Cal.  613,  88  Am.  Rep. 
67. 

A  man  lying  Insensible  upon  a  railroad  track, 
near  a  crossing,  was  discovered  by  those  In 
charge  of  an  approaching  train  at  a  distance  of 
400  yards,  but  thought  to  be  an  inanimate 
object.  When,  however,  within  125  or  150 
yards,  it  became  apparent  that  the  object  w?s 
II  man,  the  engineer  did  all  that  could  be  done 
to  stop  the  train,  but  without  avail.  If  the 
speed  of  the  train  had  been  checked,  and  the 
brakes  put  on  at  the  "blow  post,'*  as  a  statute 
of  the  state  required,  the  train  could  have  beea 
stopped  in  time  to  avoid  the  injury. 
It  was  held  that,  under  these  circumstances, 
it  was  a  question  for  the  Jury  as  to  when  the 
engineer  became  aware,  or  might,  by  proper 
diligence,  have  become  aware,  that  the  object 
on  the  track  was  a  man.  Hankerson  v. 
Southwestern  R.  Co.  59  Ga.  598,  61  Ga.  114, 
72  Ga.  182. 

Where  a  child  upon  a  railroad  track  was 
seen  by  those  in  charge  of  a  train  in  time  to 
stop  and  save  the  child's  life,  but  the  engineer 
and  fireman  mistook  it  for  an  Inanimate  object, 
and  debated  what  it  really  was  until  it  was  too 
late,  and  by  exercising  ordinary  skill  and  cau- 
tion they  could  have  discovered  the  object  to 
be  a  child,  and  have  stopped  the  train  in 
time  to  avoid  an  injury,  the  railroad  company 
was  held  liable  for  the  result.  Isabel  y.  Han- 
nibal &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  60  Mo.  475. 

If  a  locomotive  engineer  has  sufllclent  notice 
or  belief  to  put  a  prudent  man  on  the  alert, 
and  he  does  not  take  such  precautions  as  a 
prudent  man  would  take  under  similar  notice 
or  belief,  he  is  guilty  of  negligence.  But  the 
fact  that  the  engineer  sees  what  he  supposes 
to  be  an  inanimate  object  lying  In  the  ditch 
at  the  side  of  the  track  is  not  alone  suflSclent 
to  impose  upon  him  the  duty  of  taking  steps 
to  stop  his  train.  Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Joyner,  92  Va.  354,  365,  23  S.  E.  773:  Tucker 
V.  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  92  Va.  540,  24  S.  E. 
229;  Murch  v.  Western  N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  Co.  78 
Ilun,  601,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  490. 

In  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Dunnaway,  9.'? 
Va.  29,  24  S.  E.  698,  a  sleeping  boy  on  the 
railroad  right  of  way,  with  his  head  upon  the 
track,  was  seen  by  an  engineer  in  time  to 
stop  his  train,  but  was  thought  to  be  a  dog. 
and  no  signals  were  given,  nor  any  attempt 
made  to  stop  the  train,  until  within  160  feet 
of  him,  when  his  identity  was  discovered,  but  it 
was  then  too  late  to  prevent  injury.  It  was 
held  that,  under  the  rule  that  the  duty  of  a 
railroad  company  to  avoid  infliction  of  Injury 
to  a  trespasser  arises  only  "when  the  danger  of 
the  trpspu.sser  is  discovered,  or  by  ordinary  care 
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and  caution  might  be  discovered,"  the  defend- 
ant was  not  liable. 

As  to  trespa-ssers,  to  whom  a  railroad  com- 
pany does  not  owe  the  duty  of  keeping  a  look- 
out, negligence  cannot  be  predicated  upon  an 
engineer's  error  of  Judgment  in  taking  a  sleep- 
ing man  upon  the  track,  seen  14  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant, to  be  a  coat,  until  within  150  feet  of  the 
object,  when  it  is  too  late  to  stop  the  train. 
New  York,  N.  U.  &  H.  R.  Co.  v.  Kelly.  35  C.  C. 
A.  571,  93  Fed.  745.  And  see  Murch  v.  West- 
ern N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  Co.  78  Hun,  601,  29  N.  Y. 
Supp.    490. 

When  an  object  on  a  railroad  track  Is 
thought  by  the  engineer  of  a  train  to  be  a  dog 
or  a  bundle,  he  is  not  under  obligation  to  stop 
his  train  to  make  sure  what  the  object  Is ;  and 
if  he  fails  to  Identify  the  object  as  a  child  until 
too  late  to  stop  the  train,  the  railroad  company 
is  not  liable  for  the  result.  Louisville,  N.  O. 
&  T.  R.  Co.  T.  Williams,  69  Miss.  681,  12  So. 
957. 

VIII.  Presumption*   in    absence   of   knowledge 
of  dieahmtp. 

a.  Riffht  to  presume  person  m  peril  will  help 
himself. 

One  has  <a  right  to  presume.  In  the  absence 
of  knowledge  to  the  contrary,  that  a  person  in 
peril  is  in  the  full  possession  of  his  faculties, 
and  that,  acting'  upon  the  natural  instinct  of 
self-preservation,  he  will  get  out  of  harm's  way 
when  he  becomes  conscious  of  the  danger  im- 
pending. To  warrant  such  presumption,  how- 
ever, the  circumstances  must  give  support  to 
the  belief  that  such  person's  situation  Ls  known 
to  him,  and  that  he  is  able  to  extricate  himself 
from  his  perilous  position.  Hence,  there  arise 
certain  limitations  upon  the  exercise  of  this 
presumption,  which  are  considered  In  the  next 
succeeding  division  of  this  note. 

'*In  the  absence  of  knowledge  to  the  contrary, 
or  some  fact  which  ought  to  arouse  suspicion 
that  this  is  not  true,  employees  operating  a 
railway  train  may  assume  that  a  man  seen  at 
a  public  crossing,  or  elsewhere  on  the  track, 
is  in  possession  of  all  his  senses,  and  that 
care  for  his  own  safety  will  induce  him  to  use 
them,  and  to  act  on  the  warnings  conveyed 
through  them."  International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Garcia,  75  Tex.  589,  13  S.  W.  223;  Artusy 
V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  73  Tex.  191,  11  S.  W. 
177  ;  Frazer  v.  South  &  North  Ala.  R.  Co.  81 
Ala.  185,  60  Am.  Rep.  145,  1  So.  85 ;  Southern 
R.  Co.  V.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470,  26  So.  168 :  Dally 
V.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301,  11 
S.  E.  320;  r>ettns  ▼.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co. 
107  N.  C.  686,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  12  S.  R. 
77;  Clark  v.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  109  N. 
C.  430.  143,  14  L.  R.  A.  749.  14  S.  E.  43 ;  Syme 
V.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  113  N.  C.  5r)8.  18  S.  E. 
114;  Maloy  v.  Wabash.  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  84 
Mo.  270;  Candec  v.  Kansas  City  &  I.  Rapid 
Transit  R.  Co.  130  Mo.  142.  31  S.  W.  1029: 
Jackson  v.  Kansas  (Mty.  Ft.  S.  ft  M.  R.  Co.  157 
Mo.  621,  645,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  650.  58  S.  W. 
32;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Cooper  (Ky.)  6 
Am.  &  Eng.  R.  Cas.  5;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hocker.  21  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1398.  55  S.  W.  438; 
Florida  C.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Williams,  37  Fla. 
406,  20  So.  558;  Green  v.  Southern  P.  Co.  122 
Cal.  563.  55  Pac.  577 ;  Murch  v.  Western  N.  Y. 
&  P.  R.  Co.  78  Ilnn.  601,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  490: 
Sims  V.  Macon  &  W.  R,  Co.  28  Ga.  93 ;  Cogswell 
▼.  Oregon  &  C.  R.  Co.  6  Or.  417;  Campbell  v. 
Kansas  City,  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  55  Kan.  536, 
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40  Pac.  997;  Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v. 
Cook,  42  Neb.  577,  905,  60  N.  W.  899;  Raines 
V.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co.  39  W.  Va.  50,  24 
L.  R.  A.  22C,  19  S.  E.  565 ;  Smiilley  v.  Southern 
R.  Co.  57  S.  C.  243,  254,  35  S.  E,  489 ;  Gulf, 
C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Hill  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  58 
S.  W.  253 ;  Bump  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R. 
Co.  38  App.  DlT.  60,  55  N.  Y.  Supp.  962  :  Cleve- 
land. (^  C.  &  8t.  L.  U.  Co.  V.  Miller,  149  Ind. 
490,  49  N,  B.  445 ;  Ullrich  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C. 
&  St.  L.  R.  Co.  151  Ind.  358,  51  N.  E.  95. 

It  Is  only  when  those  In  charge  of  a  railroad 
train  have  reasonable  ground  to  believe  that  a 
person  on  the  track  will  not  get  off  in  time 
to  avoid  injury  to  himself,  that  they  are  bound 
to  stop  the  train.  Gulf,  C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Hill 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  58  S.  W.  255;  Chamberlain  v. 
Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  133  Mo.  587,  33  S.  W.  437, 
34  S.  W.  842;  Teel  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co.  49 
W.  Va.  86,  38  S.  B.  518. 

"If,  however,  the  person  on  the  track  be 
deaf,  and  unable  to  hear  the  noise  of  the  train, 
he  cannot  be  expected  to  provide  for  his  own 
safety  so  promptly  and  certainly  as  one  In 
full  possession  of  all  his  senses.  This  fact 
should,  of  course,  make  him  the  more  careful  to 
avoid  being  placed  in  a  situation  likely  to  ren- 
der him  liable  to  an  Injury  from  which  others 
would  be  exempt  But  what  are  the  duties  and 
responsibilities  of  the  railroad  company  in  such 
■a  case?  If  unaware  of  the  person's  infirmity, 
they  cannot  be  expected  to  treat  him  dllferently 
from  other  like  trespassers  upon  their  track. 
They  may  presume  that  he  will  step  off  in  time 
to  prevent  being  struck  by  the  train,  and  they 
would  be  required  to  give  him  only  such  warn- 
ing as  would  reasonably  alarm  his  fears  and 
cause  him  to  leave  the  track.  But  If  the  em- 
ployees In  charge  of  the  train  know  that  the 
party  la  deaf,  and  not  able  to  hear  the  ordi- 
nary noise  of  the  train,  their  duty  becomes 
entirely  different."  International  &  G.  N.  R. 
Co.  V.  Smith,  62  Tex.  254  ;  Tyler  v.  Sites,  88  Va. 
470,  13  S.  E.  978;  Johnson  v.  Louisville  & 
N.  R.  Co.  91  Ky.  651,  26  S.  W.  754. 

In  Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Roberts.  2  Tex.  Civ. 
App.  Ill,  20  S.  W.  960.  the  correctness  of  an 
Instruction  to  the  Jury,  that  train  operatives, 
upon  ringing  the  bell  and  sounding  the  whistle, 
may  presume  that  a  person  on  the  track  will 
leave  It  in  time  to  escape  injury,  Is  doubted ; 
and  It  is  said,  whether  such  presumption  is 
warranted  depends  upon  the  facts  of  each  par- 
ticular case. 

If  railroad  employees  in  charge  of  a  train 
«ee  a  man  on  the  track  at  a  distance  sufliclent 
to  enable  him  to  get  out  of  the  way  before  the 
train  reaches  him,  and  are  not  aware  that  he 
Is  deaf  or  Insane,  or  from  some  other  cause  in- 
sensible of  the  danger,  or  unable  to  get  out  of 
the  way,  they  have  a  right  to  presume  that  he 
will  act  on  the  motive  of  self-preservation,  and 
get  out  of  the  way,  and  to  go  on  without  check- 
ing the  speed  of  the  train  until  they  see  he  is 
not  likely  to  get  out  of  the  way,  when  it  would 
become  their  duty  to  give  extra  alarm  by  bell 
or  whistle,  and.  If  that  Is  not  heeded,  then,  as 
a  last  resort,  to  check  Its  speed,  or  stop  the 
train.  If  p'^Rslhle,  In  time  to  avoid  disaster. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  T.  Wilkerson.  46 
Aik.  r.l.J;  Sibley  v.  Ratllffe,  50  Ark.  477,  8  S. 
W.  686. 

In  Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42 
Neb.  005,  62  N.  W.  235,  Affirming  on  rehearing 
42  Neb.  577,  60  N.  W.  890.  It  is  said  that  It  is 
not  **ln  every  case"  the  duty  of  a  locomotive 
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engineer  to  stop  his  train,  or  even  to  lessen  Itis 
speed,  on  the  discovery  of  a*  trespasser  upon  the 
track ;  and  the  court  approves  the  following 
rule  from  Wharton  on  Negligence,  8  389a:  "An- 
englneer  who  sees  before  him  on  the  track  a  per- 
son apparently  capable  of  taking  care  of  him- 
self has  a  right  to  presume  that  such  person, 
on  due  notice,  will  leave  the  track  if  there  be 
opportunity  to  do  so ;  and  the  engineer  will 
not  In  such  cases  be  chargeable  with  negligence 
If,  in  consequence  of  such  person  not  leaving 
the  track,  the  train  cannot  be  checked  In  time 
to  avoid  striking  him.  But  It  Is  otherwise  with 
persons  apparently  not  capable  of  taking  care 
of  themselves,  such  as  very  young  children  and 
persons  lying  helpless  on  the  track." 

Where  a  man  sleeping  on  a  railroad  track, 
upon  being  aroused  by  the  track  walker,  and 
warned  of  an  approaching  train,  gQt  partly  up, 
leaned  on  his  elbow,  and  assented  to  the  sug- 
gestion In  such  a  way  as  to  Indicate  he  un- 
derstood the  warning,  and  gave  no  appearance 
of  being  intoxicated  or  otherwise  disabled,  the 
track  walker  had  the  right  to  presume  that  he 
would  take  such  measures  to  protect  himself 
from  Injury  as  would  be  taken  by  any  reason- 
able person  under  like  circumstances.  Virginia 
Midland  R.  Co.  v.  Boswell,  82  Va.  932,  7  S.  B. 
383. 

Acting  upon  such  presumption,  a  locomotive 
engineer  Is  not  required  to  check  the  speed  of 
his  train,  merely  because  an  apparently  and 
presumably  reasonable  human  being,  though  in 
fact  deaf.  Is  crossing  at  a  point  far  enough  In 
his  fronts  to  enable  him  to  stop  it,  if  he  chooses, 
before  reaching  such  person.  Dally  v.  Richmond 
&  D.  R.  Co.  106  N.  C.  301.  11  8.  E.  320; 
Birmingham  R.  &  Electric  Co.  v.  Bowers,  110 
Ala.  328,  20  So.  345:  Johnson  v.  Ix>ulsvllle 
&  N.  R.  Co.  91  Ky.  651.  25  S.  W.  754. 

A  street  car  driver  has  the  right  to  presume 
that  a  woman  seen  approaching  the  track,  and 
not  known  by  him  to  be  deaf,  will  ekerclse 
her  senses,  and  stop  in  time  to  avoid  accident. 
Schulte  V.  New  Orleans  City  &  L.  R.  Co.  44 
La.  Ann.  509,  10  So.  811.. 

And  the  operators  of  a  hand  car  and  a  flag- 
man at  a  crossing  are  not  negligent  In  as- 
suming that  a  person  approaching  the  crossing 
Is  able  to  hear  a  warning  shouted  from  the 
car,  in  the  absence  of  knowledge  of  his  deaf- 
ness. Plskorowskl  v.  Detroit.  G.  H.  &  M.  R.  Co. 
121  Mich.  408,  80  Am.  St.  Rep.  518,  80  N.  W. 
241. 

In  Bobbins  v.  Springfield  Street  R.  Co.  105 
Mass.  30.  42  N.  E.  334.  which  was  an  action 
for  Injuries  sustained  by  a  man  of  nearly  eighty 
years,  partially  deaf;  and  blind  in  one  eye, 
through  a  street  car  running  Into  his  horse  and 
wagon  while  he  was  attempting  to  cross  the 
track,  the  following  Instruction  to  the  Jury 
was  approved  upon  appeal :  "A  motorman — a 
man  In  charge  of  an  electric  car — has  a  right, 
as  a  general  principle,  to  act  upon  the  pre- 
sumption that  persons  whom  he  sees  before  him 
in  the  street,  with  teams  or  on  foot,  are  In  the 
enjoyment  of  their  senses  and  their  faculties, 
because  that  is  the  ordinary  experience  with 
men.  It  Is  what  is  ordinarily  true ;  and  so  he 
has  a  right  to  act  upon  this  assumption  of 
what  is  ordinarily  true,  and  govern  himself 
properly  upon  that  assumption.  But  it  does 
not  follow  from  that,  that  in  no  case  Is  he 
required  to  qualify  his  conduct  In  any  way. 
The  motorman  here  handling  this  car 
would  have  a  right  to  assume  that  the  plaintiff 
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was  a  man  in  the  possession  of  all  Els  ordi- 
nary faculties.  If  he"  did  not  know  to  the  con- 
trary, unless  there  was  something  in  the  con- 
duct and  management  of  the  plaintiff  which, 
with  reasonable  attention  on  the  part  of  the 
motorman,  would  have  informed  him  that  there 
was  some  imperfection  in  regard  to  the  plain- 
tiff's condition/' 

The  duty  to  avoid  Injury  to  a  trespasser 
seen  upon  a  railroad  trestle,  it  has  been  held, 
arises  not  at  the  moment  he  is  seen  on  the 
trestle  by  persons  in  charge  of  a  train,  but 
only  when  the  peril  of  his  position  becomes 
known  to  them.  If  at  the  time  the  engineer 
first  discovers  a  trespasser  on  a  trestle,  the  lat- 
ter's  position  is  such  that  he  can  readily,  and 
without  risk  of  injury,  step  off  to  a  place  of 
safety,  the  engineer  has  the  right  to  presume 
that  he  will  do  so,  and  to  act  on  the  presump- 
tion until  it  becomes  apparent  to  him  that 
the  trespasser  Is  ignorant  of  his  danger.  South- 
em  II.  Co.  V.  Bush,  122  Ala.  470,  26  So.  168 ; 
Ullrich  V.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St  L.  E.  Co.  151 
Ind.  358,  51  N.  E.  95. 

But  generally  no  presumption  can  arise  that 
a  person  upon  a  railroad  trestle  will  be  able 
to  help  himself;  and  it  is  the  duty  of  those 
operating  a  train,  upon  discovering  a  person 
in  such  situation,  to  stop  the  train  immediately. 
Clark  V.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  109  N.  C. 
430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  E.  43;  Atlanta  &' 
C.  Air  Line  R.  Co.  v.  Gravitt,  93  Ga.  369,  26 
L.  B.  A.  553,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  145,  20  S.  E. 
550;  Cook  v.  Central  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  67  Ala. 
533;  Central  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  v.  Vaughan,  93 
Ala.  209,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  50,  9  So.  468 ;  Pelrce 
V.  Walters,  164  111.  560,  45  N.  E.  1068,Aflarmlng 
63  111.  App.  562 ;  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  109  Iowa,  628,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  80 
N.  W.  682 ;  Vanarsdall  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1666,  65  S.  W.  858,  25  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  1432,  77  S.  W.  1103;  St.  Louis  S.  W. 
E.  Co.  V.  Bolton  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  81  S.  W.  123. 

b.  Limitations  upon  exercise  of  such  presump- 
tion. 

1.  Watting  of  danger  generally  necessary  as 
hasis  for  presumption. 

The  right  to  indulge  the  presumption  that 
one  will  seek  a  place  of  safety  from  Impending 
danger  necessarily  fails  where  the  situation  or 
conduct  of  the  party  in  peril  indicates  that  he 
is  either  unconscious  of  his  danger,  or  is  unable 
to  save  himself  because  of  his  helpless  condition. 
In  either  of  these  situations,  there  is  nothing 
upon  which  to  base  the  presumption  until  prop- 
er effort  Is  made  to  inform  the  subject  of  his 
danger.  Therefore,  If  a  person  upon  a  rail- 
road track  appears  unconscious  of  an  approach- 
ing train,  as  that  he  is  standing  or  walking 
with  his  back  to  it,  or  is  lying  upon  the  track, 
and  he  is  discovered  in  time,  tt  is  the  duty  of 
the  railroad  company  to  sound  the  usual  warn- 
ing signals  in  sufficient  time  for  such  person  to 
act  upon  them,  and  for  the  railway  employees 
to  observe  their  effect.  International  &  G.  N. 
R.  Co.  v.  Smith,  62  Tex.  254;  Houston  &  T. 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Harvin  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  54  S.  W. 
629;  Schierhold  v.  North  Beach  &  M.  R.  Co. 
40  Cal.  447;  Tennenbrock  v.  South  Pacific  C. 
R.  Co.  69  Cal.  269,  272 ;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Cooper  (Ky.)  6  Am.  ft  Eng.  R.  Cas.  5;  Poole 
V.  North  Carolina  R.  Co.  53  N.  C.  (8  Jones,  L.) 
340 ;  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Triplett.  38  111. 
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482;  Masser  t.  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  G8 
Iowa,  602,  27  N.  W.  776 ;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co. 
V.  Tlnkham,  19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1784,  44  S.  W. 
439 ;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hocker.  21  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
1398,  55  S.  W.  438 ;  Teel  v.  Ohio  River  R.  Co. 
49  W.  Va.  85,  38  S.  B.  518;  Finlayson  v. 
Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  1  Dill.  579,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  4,793.  But  see  Texas  &  P.  B.  Co.  v. 
Roberts,  2  Tex.  Civ.  App.   Ill,  20  S.  W.  960. 

A  railroad  company  cannot  speculate  upon 
the  chances  of  its  warning  signals  being  heard 
by  persons  on  its  tracks,  and  excuse  its  omis- 
sion to  give  them  upon  the  ground  that  they 
would  have  been  ineffectual.  East  Tennessee 
&  G.  R.  Co.  V.  St.  John,  5  Sneed,  524,  73  Am. 
Dec.  149. 

-  The  omission  of  such  warning,  however,  can- 
not be  deemed  the  cause  of  Injury  £o  a  deaf 
man  who  knows  before  going  upon  the  track 
of  the  approach  of  the  train  which  injures  him. 
McDonald  v.  International  &  G.  N.  R.  Co.  86 
Tex.  1,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  803,  22  S.  W.  939. 

And  the  failure  to  give  warning  signals,  or 
to  check  the  speed  of  the  train,  will  not  render 
a  railroad  company  liable  for  injury  to  a  tres- 
passer upon  a  trestle,  where  his  presence  was 
not  discovered  until  the  train  was  almost  upon 
him.  Tennenbrock  v.  South  Pacific  Coast  R.  Co. 
59  Cal.  269. 

And  in  Sibley  v.  Ratliffe,  50  Ark.  478,  8  S. 
W.  686,  the  court  appears  to  approve  an  In- 
struction that  the  omission  to  sound  the 
whistle  or  ring  the  bell  to  give  warning  to  a 
sleeping  trespasser  on  the  track  must  have  been 
wilful  and  reckless  to  warrant  a  recovery. 

While  no  exact  rule  can  be  laid  down  as  to 
the  precise  distance  at  which  it  becomes  the 
duty  of  a  railroad  company  to  give  the  usual 
danger  signals  when  a  person  Is  discovered  upon 
its  track,  the  warning  must  be  timely.  Central 
R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  V.  Denson,  84  Ga.  774,  11  S.  E. 
1039 ;  Wren  v.  Louisville,  St.  L.  &  T.  B.  Co. 
14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  324,  20  S.  W.  215. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  warning  re- 
quired by  the  above  authorities  is  not  that  of 
the  statutory  signals  which  the  law  requires  at 
crossings,  but  Is  Included  in  the  obligation  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  to  avoid  injury  to  per- 
sons in  dangerous  situations,  when  their  peril 
is  discovered.  As  to  the  duty  of  railroad  com- 
panies in  general  to  give  statutory  signals  of 
the  approach  of  trains  at  crossings,  see  notes, 
CHving  the  statutory  signals  as  the  measure 
of  trainmen's  duty  at  highway  crossings,  15  L. 
R.  A.  426;  For  whose  benefit  signaU  hy  ap- 
proaching trains  are  required  by  statute  at  rail- 
icay  crossings,  17  L.  R.  A.  254 ;  and  Failure  to 
signal  for  crossings,  21  L.  R.  A.  723. 

2.  Presumption    may    he    repeUed    hy    circum- 
stances. 

If  the  person  in  peril,  although  not  known 
to  be  deaf,  gives  no  heed  to  the  usual  signals, 
in  other  words,  acts  directly  contrary  to  the 
instinct  of  self-preservation ;  or  if  his  situation 
otherwise  indicates  that  he  cannot,  or  will 
not,  avoid  the  impending  danger,  any  pre- 
sumption that  he  will  escape  from  his  pertlous 
situation  is  wholly  unwarranted;  and  it  be- 
comes the  duty  of  those  coming  into  relation  to 
him,  if  they  perceive  his  conduct  or  situation 
in  sufficient  time,  to  make  every  reasonable 
effort  to  avoid  injuring  him.  Bump  v.  New 
York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co.  88  App.  Div.  60,  55 
N.   Y.   Supp.   962;    Georgia   Midland   &  G.    R. 
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Co.  Y.  Evans,  87  Ga.  673.  13  8.  E.  580;  Gunn 
V.  Ohio  Blver  R.  Co.  42  W.  Va.  676,  36  L.  R.  A. 
575,  26  8.  B.  546;  Wren  v.  LouisTllle,  St.  L. 
&  T.  R.  Co.  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  324,  20  8.  W.  215 ; 
Robblni  T.  Springfield  Street  R.  Co.  166  Mass. 
30,  42  N.  D.  334. 

These  limitations  upon  the  exercise  of  the 
presumption  In  question  obtain  In  those  juris- 
dictions holding  that  the  only  duty  due  a  person 
guilty  of  negligence  Is  not  wilfully  to  Injure 
him,  as  well  as  In  those  where  such  negligence 
is  held  to  be  no  excuse  for  an  injury  sub- 
sequently Inflicted  by  another's  ^negligence; 
and  there  seems  to  be  no  reason  for  any  dis- 
tinction between  them  In  this  regard. 
'  If  a  person  seen  upon  a  railroad  track  Is 
known  to  those  In  charge  of  a  train  to  be,  'or 
from  his  appearance  gives  them  good  reason  to 
believe  that  he  is.  Insane,  or  badly  intoxicated, 
or  otherwise  insensible  of  danger,  or  unable  to 
avoid  it.  they  have  no  right  to  assume  that  he 
will  get  out  of  the  way,  but  should  act  upon 
the  hypothesis  that  he  may  not  or  will  not, 
and  should  use  a  proper  degree  of  care  to  avoid 
injuring  or  killing  him.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  & 
S.  R.  Co.  T.  Wilkerson,  46  Ark.  513 ;  Sibley  t. 
Ua tl  iff e,  50  Ark.  477,  8  S.  W.  686 ;  Anderson  v. 
Hopkins,  33  C.  t.  A.  346,  63  U.  S.  App.  533. 
91  Fed.  77. 

The  case  of  Anderson  v.  Hopkins  seems  to 
make  a  distinction  between  trespassers  hav- 
ing the  power  to  care  for  themselves  and  those 
suffering  from  some  disability ;  and  it  is  said 
that  the  rule  that  a  trespasser  Is  without  re- 
lief for  an  injury  received,  unless  It  was  wilfully 
or  maliciously  inflicted,  does  not  apply  where 
the  person  injured  was  perceived  to  be  in  a 
position  of  peril,  from  which,  by  reason  of  In- 
ability or  inattention,  he  was  not  likely  to  ex- 
tricate himself;  and  that  a  failure  to  exercise 
reasonable  diligence  to  avoid  Injury  to  one  per- 
ceived to  be  80  situated  Is  an  actionable  wrong, 
if  harm  results. 

If  persons  in  charge  of  a  train  are  in  doubt 
as  to  the  condition  or  situation  of  a  person 
on  the  track,  it  Is  their  duty  to  resolve  all 
reasonable  doubts  in  favor  of  saving  life.  Clark 
V.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  109  N.  C.  430,  14 
L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  E.  43 ;  Little  v.  Carolina  C. 
R.  Co.  118  N.  C.  1072,  1077,  24  S.  B.  514; 
Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Joyner,  92  Va.  854, 
365.  36  S.  B.  773;  Central  R.  &  Bkg.  Co.  v. 
Vaughan,  93  Ala.  209,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  50. 
9  So.  468;  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
109  Iowa,  628,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  557,  80  N.  W. 
682. 

The  ordinary  rule  of  all  railroad  companies 
is  said  to  be,  "In  all  cases  of  doubt  take  the  side 
of  safety."  Dent,  J.,  in  Raines  v.  Chesapeake 
&  O.  R.  Co.  39  W.  Va.  50,  24  L.  R.  A.  226,  19 
8.  E.  565. 

But  this  rule  does  not  Impose  upon  an  en- 
gineer the  duty  of  providing  against  what  he 
has  no  reasonable  ground  to  believe  will  happen. 
"The  legal  obligation  Is  to  take  proper  precau- 
tion to  guard  against  what  is  the  usual  or  Just- 
ly expected  consequence  of  one's  acts;  not 
against  unexpected,  unusual,  or  extraordinary 
results."  Therefore,  where  an  engineer  checked 
the  speed  of  his  train  upon  discovering  a  man 
on  a  trestle,  but  resumed  his  course  upon  seeing 
him  take  a  position  which  others  had  occupied 
with  safety  from  passing  trains,  and  the  man 
was  injureiil  because  be  failed  to  hold  his  head 
back  far  enough.  It  was  held  that  the  railroad 
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company    was   not    liable.     Little  y.    Carolina 
C.  R.  Co.  118  N.  C.  1072,  1077,  24  S.  E.  514. 

The  circumstances  which  may  be  deemed  suf- 
ficient to  repel  the  presumption,  and  impose 
the  duty  of  active  effort  to  avoid  Injury,  where 
the  person's  disability  is  not  previously  known, 
may  be  classified  as  follows: 

First.  Those  which  make  It  apparent  that 
the  person  In  peril  Is  unconscious  of  danger. 
Tanner  v.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  60  Ala. 
621,  640 ;  Fraaer  v.  South  &  North  Ala.  R.  Co. 
81  Ala.  185,  60  Am.  Rep.  145,  1  So.  85 ;  Mobile 
&  O.  R.  Co.  V.  Stroud,  64  Miss.  784,  2  So.  171 ;  . 
Murch  V.  Western  N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  Co.  78  Hun, 
601,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  490. 

The  engineer  of  a  train  cannot  rely  upon  the 
presumption  that  a  trespasser  will  save  himself, 
after  he  has  been  in  any  manner  advised,  or  he 
sees,  that  such  person  is  unconscious  ^f  his 
peril,  or  so  disabled  that  he  cannot  protect  him- 
self and  avoid  Injury.  Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  V.  Judd,  10  Ind.  App.  213,  37  N.  B. 
775. 

The  presumption  that  a  person  upon  a  street 
railway  track  wUI  leave  It  before  an  approach- 
ing car  reaches  him  cannot  he  indulged  as  to 
an  Infant  of  tender  years ;  and,  if  its  presence 
Is  discovered  by  the  driver,  it  is  his  duty  to 
exercise  all  the  diligence  then  possible  to  avoid 
Injury  to  it.  Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v.  Hewitt. 
67  Tex.  473,  60  Am.  Rep.  32,  3  S.  W.  705 ; 
Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42  Neb. 
577,  60  N.  W.  899,  42  Neb.  905,  62  N.  W.  235, 
37  Neb.  435,  55  N.  W.  943. 

Neither  is  there  any  presumption  that  a  child 
on  a  railroad  track  will  heed  signals  of  danger : 
and  a  locomotive  engineer  Is  bound  to  stop 
his  train  if  he  sees  the  child  making  no  attempt 
to  leave  the  track.  Indianapolis,  P.  &  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  Pltzer,  109  Ind.  179,  58  Am.  Rep.  387,  6 
N.  E.  310,  10  N.  E.  70. 

And  in  Campbell  v.  Kansas  City.  Ft.  S.  & 
M.  R.  Co.  55  Kan.  536,  40  Pac.  997,  it  is  si>.id 
that,  if  a  man  is  lying  or  sitting  upon  a  railroad 
track,  apparently  intoxicated  or  asleep,  it  is 
the  duty  of  those  In  charge  of  a  train  to  make 
an  earlier  effort  to  stop  than  would  be  required 
if  the  person  were  walking. 

Although  railway  employees  are  unaware 
that  a  person  walking  upon  the  track  is  deaf, 
yet  if,  as  ordinary,  prudent  men,  they  have 
reason  to  believe  that  an  injury  will  occur  un- 
less the  train  is  checked,  it  should  be  stopped 
at  once.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Cooper  (Ky.) 
6  Am.  &  Eng.  R.  Cas.  5;  Lexington  &  C.  C. 
Min.  Co.  V.  Huffman.  17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  775,  32 
S.  W.  611 ;  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Tlnkham, 
19  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1784,  44  S.  W.  439. 

While,  as  a  general  rule,  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer may  assume  that  a  person  walking  up- 
on the  track  is  in  possession  of  ordinary  sight 
and  hearing,  yet,  where  the  conduct  of  the 
traveler  Is  such  as  to  excite  a  doubt  of  this, 
the  engineer  is  bound  to  use  greater  caution 
and  to  stop  the  train,  if  necessary  to  secure 
his  safety.  Clark  v.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co. 
109  N.  C.  430,  444,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  E.  43. 

The  negligence  of  an  Intoxicated  person  in 
walking  upon  a  railroad  track  will  not  excuse 
the  subsequent  negligence  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany In  running  him  down,  where  Its  employees 
discovered  him  on  the  track  when  the  train  was 
900  feet  distant,  and  at  the  distance  of  200 
feet  the  engineer  noticed  something  unusual  in 
his  manner,  but  made  no  effort  to  check   the 
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speed  of  the  train.  Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Robinson,  <  Tex.  Civ.  App.  121,  23  S.  W.  433. 

Likewise,  the  motorman  of  an  electric  car  is 
required  to  qualify  his  conduct  toward  persons 
generally,  if  he  perceives  a  very  aged  man  at- 
tempting to  drive  across  tlie  track  on  the  near 
approach  of  his  car,  and  after  the  gong  has 
been  sounded.  Robbins  v.  Springfield  Street  R. 
Co.  165  Mass.  30,  42  N.  E.  334. 

When  the  motorman  of  a  street  cap  sees  that 
his  efforts  to  attract  the  attention  of  a  person 
approaching  the  track,  by  sounding  the  gong 
and  hallooing  to  him,  are  unavailing,  and  that 
no  attention  is  paid  to  the  warnings,  ordinary 
care  requires  that  he  at  least  lessen  the  speed 
of  his  car,  and  not  attempt  to  run  by  such 
person,  until  satisfied  that  he  Is  aware  of  the 
approach,  of  the  car,  although  not  aware  that 
he  Is  deaf.  Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v.  Hanna 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)   79  S.  W.  639. 

The  driver  of  a  vehicle  is  not  warranted  in 
continuing  his  course  after  shouting  a  warn- 
ing to  a  pedestrian  in  the  highwuy,  where  he 
sees  his  warning  is  not  heeded,  although  he  Is 
not  aware  that  the  person  in  the  highway  is 
deaf.     Smith  v.  Browne,  Ir.  L.  R.  28  C.  L.  1. 

If  an  engineer  sees  two  men  on  the  track  In 
front  of  his  train,  and  one  of  them  risks  his 
safety  in  an  effort  to  signal  the  foremost  man 
to  leave  the  track,  the  engineer  will  be  guilty 
of  a  wilful  wrong  if  he  does  not  use  ordinary 
care  to  stop  the  train,  although  without  knowl- 
edge that  the  foremost  man  is  deaf.  Palmer  v. 
Chicago,  St.  L.  &  P.  R.  Co.  112  Ind.  250,  14 
N.  E.  70. 

Second.  Circumstances  which  Indicate  a 
situation  that  may  prevent  the  party  In  peril 
from  extricating  himself  In  time  to  avoid 
danger. 

The  presumption  that  persons  upon  the  track, 
and  apparently  able  to  take  care  of  themselves, 
will  leave  it  upon  the  approach  of  a  train,  is 
not  applicable  where  a  girl  having  her  foot 
caught  between  the  rail  and  planking  at  a 
crossing  Is  facing  the  train,  and  waving  her 
hands  wildly  In  an  endeavor  to  signal  the  en- 
gineer to  stop  the  train.  While  the  engineer, 
in  such  case,  may  not  be  able  to  see  the  foot 
fast  in  the  crossing,  the  facts  that  the  person 
does  not  leave  the  track,  and  that  her  conduct 
indicates  that  something  unusual  has  happened, 
require  him  to  act  on  the  instant;  and  his 
failure  to  stop  the  train  In  time  to  avoid  injury, 
If  it  can  be  done,  is  negligence.  Whether  tlie 
engineer  acted  with  reasonable  promptness  un- 
der the  circumstances  is  a  question  of  fact  for 
the  Jury.  Spooner  v.  Delaware.  L.  &  W.  R.  Co. 
115  N.  Y.  22,  21  N.  E.  696. 

Where  a  trespasser  on  a  railroad  track  was 
on  a  bridge  of  considerable  elevation,  and  could 
not,  therefore,  step  out  of  danger,  it  was  held 
proper  to  refuse  to  instruct  the  Jury  that  an 
engineer  is  not  bound  to  stop  his  train  the  mo- 
ment he  sees  a  person  on  the  track,  but  has  the 
right  to  presume  that  such  person  will  leave 
the  track  in  time  to  escape  danger,  and,  with 
out  being  negligent,  may  continue  to  run  the 
train  until  he  discovers  that  such  person  is 
heedless  of  danger.  Pelrce  v.  Walters,  164 
111.  560,  45  N.  E.  1068,  Afllrmlng  63  III.  App. 
562.  That  T,  cannot  be  presumed  that  a  per- 
son in  such  a  situatl«tn  will  escape  to  a  place 
of  safety,  see  div.  IV.,  c,  8,  »upra;  dlv.  VIII. 
a,  supra. 

"Where  It  Is  apparent  to  an  engineer,  who 
Is  keeping  a  proper  outlook,  that  a  man  is 
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lying  prone  upon  the  track,  or  his  team  la 
delayed  in  moving  a  wagon  over  a  crossing.  It 
has  been  declared  that  the  engineer,  having  rea- 
son to  believe  that  life  or  property  will  be  im- 
periled by  going  on  without  diminishing  his 
speed,  is  negligent  if  he  fails  to  use  all  the 
means  at  his  command,  consistent  with  the 
safety  of  the  passengers  and  property  in  his 
charge,  to  stop  his  train  and  avoid  coming  in 
contact  with  the  person  so  exposed.  Deans 
V.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  107  N.  C.  680.  22 
Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  12  S.  E.  77 ;  Bullock  v.  Wil- 
mington &  W.  R.  Co.  105  N.  C.  180,  10  S.  E. 
088.  The  same  rule  prevails  where  the  engi- 
neer knows,  or  ought  to  know,  that  a  human 
being  has  passed  a  mllepost  which  marks  the- 
end  of  a  trestle  nearest  to  him,  and  can  see 
that  the  person,  despite  his  signal,  persists  in 
running  along  the  track  from  which  he  can- 
not step  aside,  and  from  which  he  can  escape 
Instantly  only  by  a  perilous  Jump  or  unusual 
activity.  The  law  expects  him,  when  he  sees 
a  man  still  lying  motionless,  after  he  has  given 
the  alarm  signal,  to  take  precaution  against  the 
possibility  of  his  being  drunk,  or,  where  one 
does  not  move  his  team  at  a  crossing  under 
similar  circumstances,  to  act  upon  the  Idea  that 
the  wagon  is  fastened  in  some*  way."  Clark  v. 
Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  109  N.  C.  443,  444, 
14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  E.  43. 

Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42  Neb. 
905,  02  N.  W..  235,  affirming  on  rehearing  42 
Neb.  577,  60  N.  W.  899,  approves  the  following 
statement  of  the  rule  as  to  the  duty  of  rail- 
road employees  to  helpless  persons  discovered 
upon  the  track  in  time  to  stop  the  train,  taken 
from  Beach,  Contributory  Negligence,  203 : 
••Nor  is  the  company  liable  for  a  failure  on  the 
part  of  its  employees  to  stop  the  train,  on 
seeing  a  person  walking  on  the  track,  even 
though  there  was  time  enough  to  do  so,  pro 
vlded  the  proper  signals  of  warning  were  given. 
The  company  may  presume  that  the  trespasser 
Is  In  full  possession  of  his  senses,  and  that  he 
win  appreciate  his  danger  and  act  with  discre- 
tion. But  an  engineer  who  sees  a  helpless  per- 
son Incapable  of  moving,  on  the  track.  Is  guilty 
of  negligence  If  he  falls  to  make  all  prudent 
efforts  to  avoid  the  collision,  and  this  without 
reference  to  the  cause  of  the  person^s  disabil- 
ity." 

3.  "Last  moment"  to  wnich  presumption  may 
he  indulged. 

How  long  may  the  presumption  that  a  person 
in  peril  will  escape  to  a  place  of  safety  be 
Indulged,  in  the  light  of  countervailing  cir- 
cumstances? 

According  to  some  authorities.  If  a  person 
discovered  upon  a  railroad  track  is  apparently 
in  the  possession  of  all  his  faculties,  and  not 
suffering  from  any  disability,  and  Is  given  warn- 
ing of  the  approach  of  a  train,  the  engineer 
has  the  rl^ht  to  act  upon  the  presumption  that 
he  will  get  off  the  track,  "until  the  last  mo- 
ment." and  until  It  Is  too  late  to  avoid  contact. 
Indiannpolls  &  V.  R.  Co.  v.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
572  ;  Campbell  v.  Ivansas  City.  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R. 
Co.  55  Kan.  536.  40  Pac.  997;  Rchexnaydre  v. 
Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  46  Ia.  Ann.  248,  40  Am.  St. 
Uop.  321.  14  So.  513:  Nichols  v.  Louisville  & 
N.  R.  Co.  (Ky.)  6  S.  W.  339;  Poole  v.  North 
Carolina  R.  Co.  53  N.  C.  (8  Jones,  L.)  340* 
Herring  v.  Wilmington  &  R.  R.  Co.  32  N.  C. 
(10  I  red.  L.)   402,  51  Am.  Dec.  395;  Norwood 
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▼.  Raleigh  &  G.  R.  Co.  Ill  N.  C.  236,  16  S.  E. 
4 ;  Birmingham  R.  &  Electric  Co.  v.  Bowers, 
110  Ala.  328,  20  So.  345 ;  Raines  t.  Chesapeake 
&  O.  R.  Co.  30  W.  Va,  50,  24  L.  B.  A.  226, 
19  S.  E.  665;  Pittsbargh,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  V.  Judd,  10  Ind.  App.  213,  37  N.  B.  775 ; 
Cleveland,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  t.  Miller,  149 
Ind.  490,  49  N.  B.  445. 

This  seems  a  harsh  rule,  and  cannot  be  said 
to  meet  the  requirement  that  ordinary  care  must 
be  used  to  avoid  the  cousequences  of  another's 
negligence.  Indeed,  it  comes  perilously  near 
to  authorizing  the  wanton  killing  of  persons 
discovered  upon  a  railroad  track,  whether  at 
crossings  or  elsewhere.  Accordingly,  the  con- 
curring opinion  of  Martin,  Ch.  J.,  in  the  case 
of  Campbell  v.  Kansas  City,  Ft  S.  &  M.  R. 
Co.  55  Kan.  536,  40  Fac.  997,  supra,  construes 
the  "last  moment"  to  mean  "the  last  moment 
in  which  it  would,  or  ought  to,  seem  practi- 
cable to  stop  the  train"  before  collision ;  and 
that  for  a  slight  error  of  Judgment  on  the  part 
of  the  engineer,  the  railroad  company  ought  not 
to  be  held  responsible.  Thus  qualified,  the  rule 
seems  both  reasonable  and  humane,  and  is  sup- 
ported by  authority.  Georgia  R.  &  Bkg.  Co. 
T.  Daniel,  89  Ga.  463,  16  S.  E.  538 ;  Savannah, 
T.  &  I.  of  H.  R.  Co.  V.  Bryan,  94  Ga.  632,  21 
S.  E.  57;  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  &  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Wil- 
kerson,  46  Ark.  513 ;  Sibley  v.  RatUffe,  50  Ark. 
477,  8  S.  W.  680;  Clark  v.  Wilmington  &  W. 
R.  Co.  109  N.  C.  430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749,  14  S.  B. 
43;  Callaway  ▼.  Walters,  63  111.  App.  562, 
Affirmed  in  164  III.  560,  45  N.  B.  1068 :  Orr 
v.  Cedar  Rapids  &  M.  C.  R.  Co.  94  Iowa.  423, 
431,  62  N.  W.  851 ;  Turcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
R.  Co.  109  Iowa,  628,  631,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  557. 
80  N.  W.  682;  Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v. 
rook.  42  Neb.  577,  60  N.  W.  899,  37  Neb.  435, 
65  N.  W.  943;  Heddles  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W. 
R.  Co.  77  Wis.  228,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  46 
N.  W.  115. 

The  qualification  of  the  rule  is  aptly  ex- 
pressed in  Galveston  City  R.  Co.  v.  Hewitt,  67 
Tex.  473,  480,  60  Am.  Rep.  32,  3  S.  W.  705, 
where  It  is  said  that  the  presumption  <may  be 
indulged  Vso  'long  as  danger  does  not  become 
imminent,  but  no  longer." 

And,  as  applied  to  cases  where  such  dis- 
ability is  not  previously  known,  "the  last  mo- 
ment" to  which  the  presumption  can  be  In- 
dulged is  when,  from  all  the  circumstances, 
there  Is  such  an  indication  of  bodily  infirmity, 
or  of  disabled  condition,  or  of  imminent  peril, 
that  to  a  person  of  ordinary  prudence  the  in- 
fliction of  injury  seems  probable,  If  proper  ef- 
fort is  not  made  to  avoid  it.  Shearm.  &  Redf. 
Neg.  4th  ed.  {  99:  St.  Louis.  I.  M.  &  S.  R. 
Co.  V.  Wilkerson.  46  Ark.  513:  Mobile  &  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  Stroud.  64  Miss.  784.  2  So.  171 ;  Cin- 
cinnati. H.  &  D.  R.  Co.  V.  Murphy,  17  Ohio  C. 
C.  223;  Heddles  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
77  Wis.  228,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  106.  46  N.  W. 
115;  March  v.  Western  N.  Y.  &  P.  R.  Co.  78 
Hun.  601,  29  N.  Y.  Supp.  490 ;  Meeks  v.  South- 
ern P.  R.  Co.  56  Cal.  513.  38  Am.  Rep.  67; 
Seaboai-d  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  .Toyner,  92  Va.  354,  23 
S.  E.  773;  East  Tennessee  &  G.  R.  Co.  v.  St. 
John,  5  Sneed,  524,  73  Am.  Dec.  149;  Gulf, 
C.  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Hill  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  58 
8.  W.  255 ;  Bump  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R. 
Co.  38  App.  Div.  60,  55  N.  Y.  Supp.  962. 

While  a  locomotive  engineer,  seeing  a  child 
approaching  the  track  in  broad  daylight  with 
the  apparent  purpose  of  crossing  It  has  the 
right  to  presume  that  he  will  stop  In  a  place 
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of  safety,  and  not  attempt  to  pass  in  front 
of  the  train,  •*he*  cannot  rest  on  such  an  as- 
sumption so  long  as  to  allow  his  engine  to 
reach  a  point  where  it  will  become  impossible 
for  him  to  control  his  train  or  give  warning 
In  time  to  prevent  injury  to  the  traveler,  sup- 
posing the  traveler  to  continue  In  hlsr  course." 
Heddles  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co.  77  Wis.  228. 
20  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  46  N.  W.  115. 

Likewise,  persons  operating  an  engine  are  not 
permitted  to  speculate  as  to  the  Identity  of  an 
object  on  the  track  until  It  is  too  late  to  stop 
the  train,  when  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care 
they  might  discover  that  it  is  a  child.  Isabel 
V.  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R.  Co.  00  Mo.  475. 

"Upon  discovering  one  npon  the  track,  the 
engineer  should  give  the  proper  alarm ;  and  if, 
in  a  reasonable  time  after  doing  so,  the  person 
does  not  leave  the  track,  and  the  engineer  has 
reasonable  ground  to  think  he  is  not  going  to 
do  so,  then.  If  he  can  by  the  use  of  all  reason- 
able means  stop  the  train  and  save  the  man,  he 
must  do  so."  Wren  v.  Louisville,  St.  L.  &  T. 
R.  Co.  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  324,  20  S.  W.  215. 

When  it  is  discovered  that  an  aged  man  walk- 
ing on  a  railroad  track,  and  making  every  effort 
to  get  out  of  the  way  of  an  approaching  train, 
will  not  effect  his  escape  in  time  to  avoid  in- 
Jury,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  engineer  to  stop,  or 
sufficiently  slacken  the  speed  of  the  train,  so 
as  to  give  him  more  time  to  get  entirely  out  of 
danger.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Welsen,  65  Tex. 
443. 

Where  a  boy  trespasser,  blinded  by  the  smoke 
and  cinders  from  a  passing  train,  is  discovered 
backing  upon  a  railroad  track  before  an  ap- 
proaching train,  It  is  the  duty  of  those  in 
charge  of  the  train  to  give  warning,  and  to 
stop  the  train  as  soon  as  possible.  If,  however, 
such  person  is  not  discovered  in  time  to  stop 
the  train  before  a  collision,  the  railroad  com- 
p.any  is  not  liable  for  his  injury.  Masser  v. 
Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  68  Iowa,  602,  27 
N.  W.  776. 

But  it  is  apparent  that  the  "last  moment" 
rule  can  have  no  application  where  the  person 
in  danger  is  obviously  lacking  in  capacity  to 
care  for  his  own  safety,  or  is  known  to  be 
suffering  from  some  disability,  or  is  in  a  situa- 
tion, which  prevents  him  from  hearing  the 
warnings  given  him,  nr  disables  him  from  act- 
ing upon  them  if  heard.  Such  a  situation  de- 
mands immediate  resort  to  the  means  at  hand 
to  avoid  injury,  and  the  omission  of  such 
effort  is  culpable  negligence,  if  not  wilful  wrong- 
doing. International  &  O.  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Smith, 
62  Tex.  254 ;  Deans  v.  Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co. 
107  N.  C.  686,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  12  S.  E.  77  : 
Smith  V.  Norfolk  ft  S.  R.  Co.  114  N.  C.  728. 
25  L.  R.  A.  287,  19  S.  B.  863,  923 ;  Pickett  v. 
Wilmington  &  W.  R.  Co.  117  N.  C.  616,  ,30 
L.  R.  A.  257,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  611,  23  S.  E. 
264;  Omaha  &  R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Cook,  42 
Neb.  577,  905,  60  N.  W.  899:  St.  Louis.  I.  M. 
&  S.  R.  Co.  V.  Wilkerson,  46  Ark.  513 :  Donahoe 
V.  Wabash,  St.  L.  ft  P.  R.  Co.  83  Mo.  543; 
Kenyon  v.  New  York  C.  &  H.  R.  R.  Co.  5  Hun, 
479. 

If  a  person  seep  lying  on  the  track  is  asleep 
or  drunk,  or  known  to  be  insane,  or  otherwise 
Insensible  to  danger,  or  unable  to  avoid  it,  it  • 
is  the  duty  of  the  engineer  of  a  train  to  re- 
solve all  doubts  in  favor  of  the  preservation  of 
life,  and  immediately  use  every  available  means, 
short  of  Imperiling  the  lives  of  passengers  on 
his  train,  to  stop.     Deans  v.  Wilmington  ft  W. 
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R.  Co.  107  N.  C.  686,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  902, 
12  S.  B.  77 ;  Clark  v.  WllmiHgton  &  W.  R.  Co. 
109  N.  C.  430,  14  L.  R.  A.  749.  14  S.  B.  43 ; 
Seaboard  &  R.  R.  Co.  v.  Joyner,  92  Va.  354, 
365,  23  8.  E.  773;  Campbell  v.  Kansas  City, 
Ft  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  55  Kan.  536,  40  Pac.  997 ; 
Garza  T.VTexas  Mexican  R.  Co.  (Tex.  CIt.  App.) 
41  8.  W.  172;  Norfolk  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Diinn- 
away,  93  Va.  29,  24  8.  E.  698 ;  Wren  v.  Louis- 
Tllle,  St  L.  &  T.  R.  Co.  14  Ky.  L.  Rep.  324,  20 
S.  W.  215. 

It  l8  the  imperative  dnty  of  a  locomotive  en- 
gineer to  endeavor  to  stop  his  train  upon  dis- 
covering a  person  upon  a  high  trestle  from 
which  it  la  obviously  out  of  his  power  to  escape 
except  by  going  forward  to  the  end.  Such  a 
situation  does  not  warrant  the  presumption 
that  the  person  will  be  able  to  take  care  of 
himself.  Atlanta  &  C.  Air-Line  R.  Co.  v. 
Gravitt,  98  Ga.  369,  408,  26  L.  R.  A.  553.  44 
Am.  St  Rep.  146,  20  8.  E.  550 ;  Peirce  v.  Wal- 
ters, 164  III.  560,  45  N.  E.  1068,  Affirming 
63  in.  App.  562;  St  Louis  8.  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bolton  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  81  S.  W.  123. 

A  locomotive  engineer  who  discovers  a  tres- 
passer upon  a  trestle  in  front  of  his  train  is 
not  permitted  to  speculate  as  to  such  person's 
chances  of  reaching  the  end  before  the  train 
does,  or  whether  he  will  jump,  or  He  down,  or 
in  some  other  manner  get  out  of  harm's  way, 
a  moment  after  it  becomes  evident  that  he  is 
insensible  of  his  danger,  or  incapable  of  pro- 
viding for  his  safety.  Central  R.  &  Bkg.  Co. 
V.  Vaughan,  93  Ala.  209,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  50. 
9  So.  468 ;  Purcell  v.  Chicago  &  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
109  Iowa,  628,  77  Am.  8t  Rep.  657,  80  N.  W. 
682. 

"The  true  test  of  the  engineer's  duty  is  In- 
volved In  the  question  whether  he  has  reason- 
able ground  to  believe,  with  all  the  knowledge 
of  the  surroundings  which  due  diligence  re- 
quires of  him,  that  the  life  of  a  fellow-man  is  in 
peril,  and  that  the  danger  to  his  person  can 
only  be  averted  by  stopping,  or  reducing  the 
speed  of,  the  train.'*  When  an  engineer  sees  a 
man  on  a  trestle  or  bridge,  so  that  he  can  no 
more  get  off  the  track  than  one  who  is  lying 
on  it  in  an  apparent  stupor,  except  by  exposing 
himself  to  danger,  he  la  not  warranted  in  mak- 
ing a  hurried  calculation  as  to  the  relative  speed 
of  the  man  and  the  train,  and  in  omitting  to 
check  the  speed  of  the  train,  in  the  belief  that 
the  man  will  reach  the  end  of  the  bridge  before 
he  is  overtaken.  Clark  v.  Wilmington  &  W.  R. 
Co.  109  N.  C.  480.  14  L.  R.  A.  749.  14  8.  B.  43. 

Even  though  the  railroad  empldyees  believe 
that  a  person  seen  on  a  trestle  will  be  able  to 
make  his  escape,  and  for  that  reason  fail  to 


take  precautions  to  avoid  injury  that  sub- 
sequent developmenta  show  to  have  been  neces- 
sary, the  railroad  company  will  be  liable  for  its 
failure  to  stop  the  train  until  too  late  to  avoid 
injury.     Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Vanarsdell, 

25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1432,  77  8.  W.  1103. 
Naturally,  a  directly  opposite  view  to  the  last 

cited  case  is  taken  by  those  authorities  hold- 
ing that  the  only  duty  owing  a  trespasser  is  to 
refrain  from  wilful  or  wanton  injury.  Accord- 
ingly, in  Indiana,  where  that  rule  obtains,  it  is 
held  that  a  complaint  alleging  that  defendant's 
employees  saw  the  person  injured  on  a  trestle 
15  feet  high,  and  100  feet  from  the  end,  and 
trying  to  effect  his  escape,  at  a  distance  of  2,000 
feet,  and  in  sufficient  time  to  stop  the  train, 
and  avoid  injury,  but  failed  to  stop  until 
after  running  such  person  down  and  killing 
him,  does  not  state  a  cause  of  action,  since 
the  engineer  had  the  right  to  presume  that  such 
person  would  get  off  the  trestle,  and  the  right  to 
continue  that  presumption  until  the  point  mak- 
ing it  perilous  to  continue  was  reached ;  and  the 
complaint  failed  to  state  at  what  point  the  peril 
became  reasonably  manifest,  or  that  at  such 
point  the  engineer  failed  to  make  every  possible 
effort  to  stop  the  train.  And  the  court  says : 
"If  the  engineer  acted  on  the  presumption  that 
the  deceased  could  and  would  get  to  a  point  of 
safety,  and  so  acted  until  it  became  too  late,  by 
the  use  of  the  means  within  his  control,  to  avoid 
running  upon  him,  such  reliance  could  not  be 
considered  wilfulness."  Ullrich  v.  Cleveland,  C. 
C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  151  Ind.  358,  51  N.  B.  95. 

And  where  a  man  on  a  railroad  trestle  had 
knowledge  of  the  approach  of  a  train,  and  was 
so  near  the  end  that  he  could,  if  he  chose,  step 
off  to  a  place  of  safety,  but,  after  starting  back, 
turned  and  attempted  to  run  across  In  the  face 
of  the  train,  and  the  engineer  thereupon  did  all 
he  could  to  stop  the  train, — it  was  held,  that 
"if,  at  the  time  the  actual  circumstances, 
brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  engineer,  made 
it  apparent  to  him  that  the  deceased  did  not  in- 
tend to  leave  the  trestle,  it  was  then  too  late 
to  apply  successfully  the  preventive  means  at 
hand  to  avoid  the  injury,  wilfulness  and  wan- 
tonness, equivalent  to  an  intention  or  willing- 
ness to  inilict  injury,  cannot  be  imputed  from  a 
failure  to  stop  the  engine."  And  it  is  said  that 
proof  of  such  gross  negligence  as  amounts  to 
wantonness  and  recklessness  is  necessary  to 
overcome  the  effect  of  the  contributory  negli- 
gence of  the  injured  party,  and  authorize  a  re- 
covery.    Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Bush.  122  Ala.  470, 

26  So.  168. 

N.  B.  R. 


CALIFORNIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Frank  FRENCH  et  al. 

V. 

SENATE  of  the  State  of  California. 

( Cal ) 

1.  The  court  cannot  anper-vlae  tlie  ex- 

NoTB. — As  to  power  of  house  of  representa- 
tives to  remove  its  speaker  from  office,  see,  in 
this  series.  Re  Speakership,  11  L.  R.  A.  241. 
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erciae  by  the  levlalatnre  of  its  consti- 
tutional power  to  expel  a  member. 
a.  AUevationa  In  a  petition  by  persons 
expelled  from  a  state  legrislatnre  to 
■ecnre  reinstatement,  that  they  were  ex- 
pelled without  hearing  or  opportunity  for 
defense,  will  not  be  taken  as  true,  even 
against  a  demurrer,  where  the  record  of  the 
proceedings,  of  which  the  court  takes  Judicial 
notice,  shows  that  charges  were  preferred, 
referred   to  a   committee   which   reported   an 
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Investigation,  and  that  the  charges  were  true, 
and  that  the  report  was  taken  up  and  con- 
sidered hy  the  hody,  at  which  time  petitioners 
had  an  opportunity  to  he  heard  in  their  own 
behalf. 

5.  The  Mtate  levialature  has  po'vrer 
to  adopt  any  procedure  for  the  expulsion  of 
members,  and  to  change  it  at  pleasure. 

4.  A  member  of  tlie  legislature  liast  in 
tbe  abMence  of  constitutional  pro- 
vision, no  riffbt  to  a  trial  and  opportunity 
to  be  heard  upon  charges  made,  before  being 
expelled  therefrom. 

6.  A  member  of  tbe  state  legrislatnre  is 
not  protected  by  the  Federal  Constitution 
from  the  exercise  by  that  body  of  its  con- 
stitutional  right   to   remoTe   him  therefrom. 

6.  Tbe  title  to  a  public  olBce  is  beld 
subject  to  the  constitutional  provision  giv- 
ing the  right  of  removal. 

7.  Tbe  constitutional  pcvrer  of  tbe 
state  lenrislature  to  expel  a  member 
is  not  restricted  by  the  further  provision 
tliat  a  member  who  accepts  a  bribe  Is  guilty 
of  felony,  upon  conviction  of  which  he  shall 
be  forever  disqualiped  from  holding  any  of- 
fice or  public  trust ;  and  therefore  conviction 
is  not  a  prerequisite  to  his  expulsion  from 
the  legislative  body. 

8.  A  resolution  expelling  a  member 
from  tbe  legrislature  is  not  a  bill  of  at- 
tainder forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 

(April  28,  1905.) 

PETITION  for  a  writ  of  mandamus  to 
compel  the  Senate  of  the  State  of  Cal- 
ifornia to  restore  petitioners  to  membership 
therein.     Denied. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  George  D.  Collins,  H.  V. 
Morehoiuie,  J.  E.  Alexander,  F.  C. 
Jacobs,  and  William  F.  Jame»  for  peti- 
tioners. 

Mr.  U.  S.  Webb,  Attorney  General,  for 
respondent : 

The  supreme  court  of  the  state  of  Califor- 
nia has  no  jurisdiction  to  issue  a  writ  of 
mandamus  in  this  proceeding.  The  juris- 
diction of  the  supreme  court  over  the  sub- 
ject-matter of  the  action  is  to  be  deter- 
mined by  express  statutory  enactment. 
And  jurisdiction  goes  no  further  than  the 
wording  of  the  statute  or  Constitution  al- 
lows. 

People  V.  Stoll,  143  Cal.  692,  77  Pac.  818; 
People  ex  ret.  Broderick  v.  Morton,  156  N. 
Y.  136,  41  L.  R.  A.  231,  66  Am.  St.  Rep. 
547,  50  N.  E.  791. 

Mandamus  will  not  lie  from  one  branch  of 
the  government  to  a  co-ordinate  branch,  for 
neither  is  inferior  to  the  other,  and  such 
proceeding  would  amount  to  the  sovereign 
issuing  a  mandamus  to  himself. 

Re  Dennett,  32  Me.  508,  64  Am.  Dec.  602 ; 
Com.  ex  reL  M'Laughlin  v.  Philadelphia 
Dist.  Judges,  6  Watts  &  S.  275;  Marbury 
T.  Madison,  1  Cranch,  137,  2  L.  ed.  60; 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


Gaines  v.  Thompson,  7  Wall.  347,  19  L.  ed. 
62;  The  Secretary  v.  MoGarrahan  {Cox  v. 
United  States)  9  Wall.  298,  19  L.  ed.  579; 
United  States  ex  rel.  Dunlap  ▼.  Black,  128 
U.  S.  40,  32  L.  ed.  364,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  12; 
United  States  ex  rel.  Redfield  t.  Windom, 
137  U.  S.  636,  34  L.  ed.  811,  11  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  197;  United  States  ex  rel.  Boynton  t. 
Blaine,  139  U.  S.  306,  35  L.  ed.  183,  11 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  607;  Berryman  t.  Perkins, 
66  Cal.  483;  Smith  v.  Myrrs.  109  Ind.  7,  68 
Am.  Rep.  380,  9  N.  E.  692. 

This  court  will  not  interfere  with  either 
of  the  co-ordinate  departments  of  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  legitimate  exercise  of  their 
jurisdiction  and  powers. 

Ex  parte  Echols,  39  Ala.  698,  88  Am. 
Dec-  749;  State  ex  rel.  Davisson  v.  Boltc, 
151  Mo.  362,  74  Am.  St.  Rep.  542, 
62  S.  W.  262;  Mayor  v.  Morgwn,  18  Am. 
Dec.  238,  note,  7  Mart.  N.  S.  1;  Kimhnll 
V.  Union  Water  Co.  44  Cal.  173,  13  Am. 
Rep.  157;  People  ex  rel.  f'ooley  v.  Fitzger- 
ald, 41  Mich.  2,  2  N.  W.  179. 

Where,  by  the  Constitution,  the  l^is- 
lative,  judicial,  and  executive  departments 
are  made  distinct  and  independent,  neither 
is  responsible  to  the  other  for  the  perform- 
ance of  its  duties,  and  neither  can  enforce 
such  performance  by  the  other. 

Des  Moines  Gas  Co.  y.  Des  Moines,  44 
Iowa,  605,  24  Am.  Rep.  756. 

Mandamus  will  not  issue  where  it  is  not 
effectual   and  beneficial. 

People  ▼.  Chicago,  106  111.  App.  72; 
State  ex  rel.  Collins  y.  Lewis,  111  La.  693. 
3^  So.  816;  People  ex  rel.  Billings  ▼.  Bis- 
sell,  19  111.  229,  68  Am.  Dec.  694;  Mich- 
igan City  V.  Roberts,  34  Ind.  471;  Harpen- 
ding  v.  Haight$  39  Cal.  208,  2  Am.  Rep.  432. 

A  writ  of  mandamus  will  never  issue  to 
control  the  discretion  of  the  la>vmaking 
branch  of  the  government. 

People  ex  rel.  McDonald  v.  Keeler,  99 
N.  Y.  477,  62  Am.  Rep.  49,  2  N.  E.  616; 
People  ex  rel.  Drake  y.  Mahaney,  13  Mich. 
481. 

The  senate  of  the  state  of  California  has 
certain  powers  and  privileges  which  are 
necessary  to  its  legislative  functions;  and 
these  powers  and  privileges  will  never  be 
interfered  with  by  the  courts  in  a  direct 
proceeding. 

Crosby's  Case,  3  Wis.  199;  Ex  parte 
McCarthy,  29  Cal.  404. 

The  senate  of  the  state  of  California  has 
full  power  to  preserve  its  own  honor,  dig- 
nity, purity  and  efficiency  by  the  expulsion 
of  an  unworthy,  or  the  discharge  of  an  in- 
competent, member;  and  this  court  will 
not  review  that  act  of  expulsion. 

Ex  parte  McCarthy,  29  Cal.  404;  Frank- 
lin V.  State  Examiners,  23  Cal.  173;  People 
ex  rel.  MoOullough  y.  Paoheoo,  27  Cal.  223; 
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ni88  V.  Bartletty  3  Gray,  468,  63  Am.  Dec. 
768;  Bovey  v.  Foster,  118  Ind.  508,  21  N. 
E.  39;  Re  Falvey,  7  Wis.  630;  State  ex  rel. 
Werts  V.  Rogers,  56  N.  J.  L.  480,  23  L.  R. 
A.  354,  28  Atl.  726,  29  Atl.  173;  State  v. 
Gilmore,  20  Kan.  554,  27  Am.  Rep.  189; 
Auditor  General  v.  Menominee  County,  89 
Mich.  667,  51  N.  W.  483;  People  ea  rel 
Drake  v.  Mahaney,  13  Mich.  481 ;  Re  Chinn, 
50  Kan.  155,  19  L.  R.  A.  519,  32  Pac.  470, 
948;  Lusher  v.  Soites,  4  W.  Va.  17. 

The  words  "due  process  of  law"  refer  to 
that  law  of  the  land  in  each  state  which 
derives  its  authority  from  the  inherent  and 
reserve  powers  of  the  state,  exerted  within 
the  limits  of  those  fundamental  principles 
of  liberty  and  justice  which  lie  at  the  base 
of  all  our  civil  and  political  institutions. 

Hurtado  v.  California,  110  U.  S.  516,  28 
L.  ed.  232,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  Ill,  292;  Re 
Kemmler,  136  U.  8.  448,  34  L.  ed.  524,  10 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  930. 

Const,  art.  4,  S  9,  gives  to  the  senate  the 
power  of  expulsion,  and  this  power  is  in 
part  judicial,  and  the  manner  of  its  exer- 
cise is  to  be  determined  by  the  senate.  In 
the  manner  of  exercise  of  this  constitu- 
tional power  the  senate  is  beyond  the  con- 
trol  of  the  judiMary. 

People  ex  rel,  Broderick  v.  Morton,  166 
N.  Y.  136,  41  L.  R.  A.  231,  66  Am.  St. 
Rep.  547,  50  N.  E.  791;  Re  Dennett,  32 
Me.  508,  54  Am.  Dec.  602;  Com,  ex  rel 
M'Laughlin  v.  Philadelphia  Dist.  Judges, 
5  Watts  &  S.  275;  Marbury  v.  Madison,  1 
Cranch,  137,  2  L.  ed.  60;  Oaines  v.  Thomp- 
son, 7  Wall.  347,  19  L.ed.  62;  The  Secre- 
tary T.  McOarrahan  {Cox  v.  United  States) 
9  Wall.  298,  19  L.  ed.  579;  United  States 
ex  rel  Dunlap  v.  Black,  138  U.  S.  40,  32 
L.  ed.  354,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  12;  United 
States  ex  rel  Redfield  v.  Windom,  137  U. 
S.  636,  34  L.  ed.  811,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  197; 
United  States  ex  rel  Boynton  v.  Blaine, 
139  U.  S.  306,  35  L.  ed.  183,  11  Sup.  Ct 
Rep.  607. 

Shaw,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  original  proceeding  in  manda- 
mus to  compel  the  senate  of  the  state  of 
California  to  admit  the  petitioners  as 
members  thereof.  The  case  was  submitted 
to  this  court  upon  a  general  demurrer  to 
the  petition,  and  the  writ  denied. 

The  petitioners  were  duly  elected  senators 
of  the  state  from  the  respective  districts 
which  they  represent,  and  each  duly  quali- 
fied and  acted  as  a  member  of  the  senate  at 
the  thirty-sixth  regular  session  until  the 
27th  day  of  February,  1905,  when  they  were 
by  the  senate  expelled  therefrom  for  mal- 
feasance in  office,  consisting  of  taking  a 
bribe  to  influence  their  conduct  as  senators. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Since  then  they  have  not  been  allowed  to  sit 
as  members  of  the  senate  nor  to  participate 
in  its  proceedings.  It  is  alleged  in  the  peti- 
tion that  in  the  proceedings  expelling  the 
petitioners  the  senate  did  not  give  them 
a  hearing,  nor  afford  them  a  trial  upon  the 
charges  made,  nor  permit  them  to  make  any 
defense  thereto;  that  the  charges  of  bribery 
upon  which  they  were  expelled  are  false; 
and  that  neither  of  them  has  been  convicted 
of  such  crime. 

Even  if  we  should  give  these  allegations 
their  fullest  force  in  favor  of  the  pleader, 
they  do  not  make  a  case  justifying  the  in- 
terposition of  this  court.  Under  our  form 
of  government  the  judicial  department  has 
no  power  to  revise  even  the  most  arbitrary 
and  unfair  action  of  the  legislative  de- 
partment, or  of  either  house  thereof,  taken 
in  pursuance  of  the  power  committed  ex- 
clusively to  that  department  by  the  Consti- 
tution. It  has  been  held  by  high  authority 
that,  even  in  the  absence  of  an  express 
provision  conferring  the  power,  every  legis- 
lative body  in  which  is  vested  the  general 
l^slative  power  of  the  state  has  the  im- 
plied power  to  expel  a  member  for  any 
cause  which  it  may  deem  sufficient.  In 
Hiss  V.  Bartlett,  3  Gray,  473,  63  Am.  Dec. 
768,  the  supreme  court  of  Massachusetts 
says,  in  substance,  that  this  power  is  in- 
herent in  every  legislative,  body;  that  it 
is  necessary  to  enable  the  body  "to  perform 
its  high  functions,  and  is  necessary  to  the 
safety  of  the  state;"  that  it  is  a  power  of 
self-protection,  and  that  the  legislative 
body  "must  necessarily  be  the  sole  judge  of 
the  exigency  which  may  justify  and  re- 
quire its  exercise.*'  In  this  state  the  power 
does  not  depend  on  implication;  it  is  ex- 
pressly given;  or,  as  the  power  would  ex- 
ist without  the  express  grant,  perhaps  it 
is  more  accurate  to  say  that  it  is  expressly 
recognized  and  limited.  The  Constitution 
provides  that  the  senate  "shall  determine 
the  rule  of  its  proceeding,  and  may,  with 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  all  the 
members  elected,  expel  a  member."  Ar- 
ticle 4,  9  9.  If  this  provision  were  omit- 
ted, and  there  were  no  other  constitutional 
limitations  on  the  power,  the  power  would 
nevertheless  exist,  and  could  be  exercised 
by  a  majority.  The  only  effect  of  the  pro- 
vision is  to  make  the  concurrence  of  two 
thirds  of  the  members  elected  necessary  to 
its  exercise.  In  all  other  respects  it  is  ab- 
solute. The  legislature  is  a  co-ordinate  de- 
partment of  the  state  government.  By  ar- 
ticle 3  of  the  Constitution  it  is  provided 
that  one  department  of  the  state  shall  not 
exercise  the  functions  of  either  of  the  other 
departments,  except  as  in  that  instrument 
expressly  directed  and  permitted.  There 
is  no  provision  authorizing  courts  to  eon- 
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trol,  direct,  supervise,  or  forbid  the  exercise 
by  either  house  of  the  power  to  expel  a 
member.  These  powers  are  functions  of 
the  legislative  department,  and,  therefore, 
in  the  exercise  of  the  power  thus  committed 
to  it,  the  senate  is  supreme.  An  attempt 
by  this  court  to  direct  or  contrc^  the  leg- 
islature, or  either  house  thereof,  in  the 
exercise  of  the  power,  would  be  an  attempt 
to  exercise  legislative  functions,  which  it 
is  expressly  forbidden  to  do. 

£ven  if  the  court  should  attempt  to  usurp 
this  legislative  function,  there  is  no  means 
whereby  it  could  carry  its  judgment  into 
effect  and  give  the  relief  demanded.  The 
thirty- sixth  session  of  the  legislature  has 
adjourned  sine  die;  it  is  a  thing  past,  and 
cannot  be  reconvened  upon  the  mandate 
of  the  judicial  power.  Const,  art.  3.  The 
senate  could  not  reinstate  the  petitioners 
as  members  of  that  session  except  when  law- 
fully in  session.  Nor  can  the  body  which 
composed  the  thirty-sixth  session  be  again 
called  together  except  in  special  session  and 
at  the  behest  of  the  governor.  Const,  art. 
4,  §  2,  art.  5,  i  9.  The  next  regular  ses- 
sion of  the  senate  will  be  composed  of  dif- 
ferent persons  and  will  be  a  different  body 
from  that  now  supposed  to  be  before  the 
court.  The  court  is  without  power  to  is- 
sue its  final  process  against  a  body  not  law- 
fully served  with  its  original  process,  and 
which  has  not  submitted  itself  to  its  ju- 
risdiction. Moreover,  before  the  next  ses- 
sion convenes,  the  terms  of  all  the  petition- 
ers except  Wright  will  have  expired.  The 
court  cannot  issue  any  effective  mandate 
to  reinstate  the  petitioners  as  members  of 
the  senate. 

We  think  it  is  proper  to  say  further,  out 
of  respect  to  a  co-ordinate  department  of  the 
government,  that,  notwithstanding  the  ar- 
bitrary action  apparently  charged  against 
the  senate  by  the  language  of  the  petition, 
we  cannot  give  the  statements  therein  con- 
tained their  full  force.  Ordinarily,  when 
a  case  is  submitted  on  a  demurrer,  all  the 
facts  stated  in  the  pleadings  demurred  to 
are  taken  as  true.  To  this  rule  there  are 
some  exceptions,  one  of  which  is  important 
here.  Only  those  facts  are  admitted  by  a 
demurrer  which  it  is  necessary  to  allege 
in  the  pleading.  It  is  not  necessary  txy 
allege  facts  of  which  the  court  will  take 
judicial  notice.  Such  facts  will  be  consid- 
ered by  the  court  although  not  pleaded.  12 
Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  1;  1  Chitty,  PI.  215,  217, 
218;  People  ex  rel.  Drake  v.  Mahaney,  13 
Mich.  481;  Mullan  v.  State,  114  Cal.  581, 
34  L.  R.  A.  262,  46  Pac.  670;  Bliss,  Codo 
PI.  177,  194.  Those  allegations  of  a  plead- 
ing which  are  not  necessary,  and  which  are 
contrary  to  the  facts  of  which  judicial  no- 
tice is  taken,  are  not  admitted  by  a  demur- 
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rer,  but  are  to  be  treated  as  a  nullity.  12 
Enc.  PI.  A  Pr.  p.  1;  1  Chitty,  PI.  215; 
Mullan  V.  State,  114  Cal.  581,  34  L.  R.  A. 
262,  46  Pac.  670;  Ohm  v.  ^an  Francisco, 
92  Cal.  449,  28  Pac.  580.  The  courts  take 
judicial  notice  of  the  public  and  private 
official  acts  of  the  legislative  department  of 
the  state.  Code  Civ.  Proc.  §  1875,  subd.  3 ; 
Mullan  V.  State,  114  Cal.  581,  34  L.  R.  A. 
262,  46  Pac.  670;  Davis  v.  Whiddeny  117 
Cal.  623,  49  Pac.  766.  Among  these  official 
acts  are  included  the  proceedings  by  which 
the  petitioners  were  expelled  and  which 
are  entered  upon  the  journal  of  the  senate. 
We  are  therefore  bound  to  take  notice  that 
charges  were  preferred  against  the  petition- 
ers in  the  senate,  and  were  referred  by  it 
to  a  committee  for  investigation;  that  the 
committee  reported  that  it  had  made  the 
investigation,  and  that  the  charges  were 
true,  and  recommended  that- the  petitioners 
be  expelled;  that  this  report  was  taken  up 
and  considered  by  the  senate;  that  the  peti- 
tioners, being  then  members,  had  upon  such 
consideration  an  opportunity  to  present,  or 
have  presented  arguments  in  their  behalf; 
and  that  the  resolution  expelling  them  was 
regularly  offered  and  adopted  by  the  sen- 
ate. There  being  no  direct  allegation  to  the 
contrary,  we  must  presume  that  the  peti- 
tioners had  notice  of  these  proceedings,  and 
that  thej'  were  allowed  as  members  to  par- 
ticipate therein.  In  view  of  these  facts, 
we  cannot  consider  the  allegations  of  the 
petition  as  imputing  to  the  senate  the  arbi- 
trary and  unfair  treatment  of  the  peti- 
tioners which  might  be  inferred  from  the 
language  used,  but  will  rather  consider 
them  as  a  statement  of  the  conclusion  of 
the  pleaders  that  the  proceedings  taken,  of 
which  we  take  judicial  notice,  did  not  con- 
stitute a  trial  or  hearing,  and  did  not  give 
them  the  opportunity  to  be  heard  in  their 
own  behalf,  which  they  believe  they  were 
entitled  to  have. 

There  is  no  averment  that  the  manner  of 
the  proceeding  was  contrary  to  the  rules  es- 
tablished. And  even  if  it  were  as  abrupt 
as  the  interpretation  of  the  pleading  most 
favorable  to  the  petitioners  would  imply, 
the  matter  would  be  immaterial.  The  sen- 
ate has  power  to  adopt  any  procedure,  and 
to  change  it  at  any  time  and  without  notice. 
It 'Cannot  tie  its  own  hands  by  establishing 
rules  which,  as  a  matter  of  power  purely, 
it  cannot  at  any  time  change  and  disre 
gard.  Its  action  in  any  given  case  is  the 
only  criterion  by  which  to  determine  the 
rule  of  proceeding  adopted  for  that  case. 
There  is  no  constitutional  provision  giving 
to  the  petitioners  the  right  to  have  a  trial 
and  opportunity  to  be  heard  upon  the 
charges  made  against  them  in  the  senate 
other  than  that  which  they  have  received. 
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The  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States  does  not  affect  the 
case,  nor  have  its  provisions  been  violated 
by  the  action  of  the  senate.  While  it  is 
true  that,  so  far  as  private  persons  are  con- 
cerned, the  right  to  hold  a  public  office  duly 
conferred  upon  an  individual  has  many 
of  the  attributes  of  private  property,  and  is 
protected  by  the  law  of  the  land,  yet,  as 
between  the  office  holder  and  the  sovereign 
power,  such  right  is  not  violated  when  the 
proper  governmental  authority,  acting  in 
pursuance  of  a  power  expressly  given  to  it 
by  the  fundamental  law,  has  removed  such 
person  from  the  office.  Re  Carter,  141  Cal. 
319,  74  Pac.  997.  The  sovereign  power 
which  created  the  office  can  also  fix  the 
terms  upon  which  it  is  held,  and  can  dele- 
gate the  power  of  removal.  The  title  is 
held  subject  to  the  conditions  thus  imposed. 
The  relations  between  the  body  politic  and 
its  officers  are  not  in  this  particular  essen- 
tially different  from  those  existing  between 
a  private  person  and  his  servants.  Al- 
though there  may  be  a  difference  as  to  the 
liability  for  damages  for  a  dismissal  with- 
out cause,  the  riglit  or  power  to  dismiss 
always  exists.  The  senate  having  expelled 
the  petitioners  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
the  Constitution,  in  the  exercise  of  the 
power  therein  given,  it  is  not  true  that 
they  have  been  deprived  of  the  right  to 
the  office  without  due  process  of  law. 

With  respect  to  the  possible  abuse  of 
such  power,  the  case  is  analogous  to  that  of 
the  President  of  the  United  States  with 
respect  to  officers  of  the  United  States  sub- 
ject to  arbitrary  removal  by  him.  In  re- 
gard to  this  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  says  that  the  only  restraint  upon 
the  abuse  of  the  power  "must  consist  in 
the  responsibility  of  the  President,  under 
his  oath  of  offi.ce,  to  so  act  as  shall  be  for 
the  general  benefit  and  welfare."  Shurt- 
leff  V.  United  States,  189  U.  S.  317,  47  L. 
ed.  832,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  635.  The  same 
is  true  of  the  power  of  the  .senate  here  un- 
der consideration.  The  oath  of  each  indi- 
vidual member  of  the  senate,  and  his  duty 
under  it  to  act  conscientiously  for  the  gen- 
eral good,  is  the  only  safeguard  to  the  fel- 
low members  against  an  unjust  and  cause- 
less expulsion.  This  is  the  only  practical 
rule  that  can  be  adopted  as  to  those  un- 
restricted governmental  powers  which  are 
necessary  to  the  exercise  of  governmental 
functions,  and  which  must  be  lodged  some- 
where. Each  department  of  the  state  is 
necessarily  vested  with  some  power  which 
is  beyond  the  supervision  of  any  other  de- 
partment ;  and  in  such  cases  the  only  protec 
tion  a^inst  abuse  is  the  conscience  of  the 
individual  in  whom  the  power  is  vested. 
The  decisions  holding  that,  where  a  power 
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is  given  to  remove  an  officer  ''for  cause" 
without  requiring  any  previous  notice  or 
any  hearing,  such  notice  must  nevertheless 
be  given  and  a  hearing  had,  have  been  dis- 
approved in  this  state.  Re  Carter,  141  Cal. 
319,  74  Pac.  997.  But,  in  any  event,  they 
clearly  have  no  application  to  the  pres- 
ent case,  where  the  power  to  remove  is, 
as  we  have  seen,  inherent  and  necessary  to 
the  exercise  of  the  functions  of  the  body 
possessing  it,  and  are  given  without  lim- 
itation or  restriction. 

It  is  claimed  that  the  power  to  expel 
for  bribery  is,  by  §  35,  art.  4,  limited  to 
those  cases  in  which  the  member  has  been 
convicted  of  the  crime  defined  in  that  sec- 
tion. The  section  provides  that  any  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  who  is  influenced  in 
his  official  action  by  any  reward  or  promise 
thereof  is  guilty  of  a  felony,  and  that  upon 
conviction  he  shall  be  forever  disqualified 
from  holding  any  office  or  public  trust. 
It  is  obvious  that  this  section  was  not  in- 
tended to  have  any  effect  whatever  upon  the 
power  to  expel  members  of  the  legislature 
given  by  i  9  of  the  same  article.  The  two 
provisions  are  entirely  independent,  and  are 
made  for  different  objects  and  purposes. 
The  power  to  expel  is  given  to  enable  the 
legislative  body  to  protect  itself  against 
participation  in  its  proceedings  by  persons 
whom  it  judges  unworthy  to  be  members 
thereof,  and  affects  only  the  rights  of  such 
persons  to  continue  to  act  as  members.  The 
provision  of  §  36  defines  a  certain  crime, 
and  prescribes  the  effect  of  a  judgment  of 
conviction  thereof  upon  the  subsequent 
status  as  a  citizen  of  the  person  found 
guilty.  A  resolution  of  the  senate  expel- 
ling a  member,  whether  for  bribery  or  for 
some  other  offense,  or  improper  conduct, 
is  not  the  equivalent  of  the  conviction  of 
the  person  of  the  crime  set  forth  in  the 
charges  against  him. 

The  proposition  that  a  resolution  or 
other  action  of  the  senate  resulting  in  the 
expulsion  of  a  member  is  in  substance  a 
bill  of  attainder,  and  therefore  a  violation 
of  9  16,  art.  1,  of  the  state  Constitution,  and 
of  §  10,  art.  1,  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  is  scarcely  worthy  of  notice. 
The  charges  upon  which  a  member  is  ex- 
pelled may  or  may  not  constitute  a  charge 
of  crime,  but  the  resolution  expelling  him 
has  not  the  force  of  law,  and  it  cannot 
by  any  stretch  of  construction  be  denomi- 
nated a  bill  of  attainder.  At  common  law 
"a  bill  of  attainder  was  a  legislative  con- 
viction for  an  alleged  crime,  followed  by 
1  prescribed  punishment  therefor,  with  judg- 
ment of  death."  And,  even  where  a  milder 
Dunishment  was  inflicted,  its  effect  was  an 
extinction  of  civil  and  political  rights  and 
japacities.     Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  7th  ed.  363. 
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The  resolution  of  expulsion  has  no  effect 
upon  the  rights  of  the  member  expelled 
further  than  to  terminate  his  right  to  sit 
as  a  member  of  the  legislative  body,  and 
it  bears  no  just  resemblance  to  a  bill  of 
attainder. 

We  find  no  ground  upon  which  the  appli- 


cation of  the  petitioners  can  be  supported, 
and  we  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  writ  toaa 
properly  denied. 

We  concur:  Beattj,  Ch.  J.;  Vaa 
Djke,  J.;  Henshaw,  J.;  Aasellottl, 
J.;    Iiorisan,  J. 


CONNECTICUT    SUPREME    COURT    OF     ERRORS. 


Sarah  L.  STANLEY  et  al. 

V. 

Howard  M.  STEELE,  Appt, 
(77  Conn.  688.) 

1.  Llvery-stable  keeperit  are  not  'vritb- 
in  tbe  rule  that  common  carriers  of  pas- 
sengers are  bound  to  exercise  extraordinary 
care  for  the  safety  of  their  passengers. 

2.  llVbether  or  not  a  li-^ery-stable  keep- 
er is  liable  to  a  patron  for  an  injury 
due  to  a  defect  in  the  neclc  yoke  of  the  car- 
riage furnished  by  him  depends  upon  wheth- 
er it  was  discoTerable  by  the  exercise  of  such 
care  as  is  usually  exercised  by  persons  of 
ordinary  prudence  in  the  conduct  of  such 
business. 

(April  20,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  (Tourt .  for  Hartford 
County  in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  de- 
fendant's negligence.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  William  F.  Heniie  j  and  Henry 
C.  Ghissman  for  appellant. 

Messrs,  Jolm  H.  Kirkham  and  James 
E.  Cooper,  for  appellees: 

In  any  business  involving  the  personal 
safety  and  lives  of  others  what  is  due 
care, — reasonable  diligence?  Clearly  noth- 
ing less  than  the  most  watchful  care  and 
the  most  active  diligence.  Anything  short 
of  this  is  negligence  and  carelessness,  and 
would  furnish  clear  ground  of  liability  if 
an  injury  was  thereby  sustained. 

Hadley  v.  Cross,  34  Vt.  686,  80  Am.  Dec. 
699;  Ingalls  v.  Bills,  9  Met.  1,  43  Am.  Dec. 
346 ;  Erickson  v.  Barber  Bros.  83  Iowa,  372, 
49  N.  W.  838;  Home  v.  Meakin.  115  Mass. 
331;  Ray,  Negligence  of  Im'posed  Duties,  p. 
22;  Orand  Rapids  d  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Huntley, 
31  Am.  Rep.  324,  note,  38  Mich.  537;  Cope- 
land  y.  Draper,  157  Mass.  558,  19  L.  R.  A. 
283,  note,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  314,  32  N.  E. 
944. 

Note. — As  to  warranty  of  horse  or  vehicle 
kept  for  hire,  see  also,  in  this  series,  note  to 
ropeland  v.  Draper,  19  L.  R.  A.  283. 
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Reasonable  care  is  care  proportioned  to 
the  danger. 

Dewter  v.  McOready,  54  Conn.  172,  5  Atl. 
865;  Knowles  v.  Crampton,  55  Conn.  344, 
11  Atl.  593;  19  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d 
ed.-pp.  433,  434. 

This  defendant  cannot  rely,  for  his  de- 
fense here,  on  his  dealer  or  manufacturer. 

Where  the  negligence  of  two  or  more  per- 
sons, acting  independently,  concurrently  re- 
sults in  injury  to  a  third,  the  latter  may 
maintain  his  action  for  the  entire  loss 
against  any  one  or  all  of  the  n^ligent  par- 
ties. 

21  Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  496, 
and  note;  Perham  v.  Portland  General 
Electric  Co.  33  Or.  451,  40  L.  R.  A.  804,  72 
Am.  St.  Rep.  730,  53  Pac.  14;  Carterville  r. 
Cook,  129  111.  152.  4  L.  R.  A.  721,  16  Am. 
St.  Rep.  248,  22  N.  E.  14;  9  Cyc.  Law  A 
Proc.  pp.  618,  619;  6  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  527. 

Hall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  an  appeal  by  the  defendant  from 
a  judgment  in  favor  of  the  plaintiffs  for 
$750  for  injuries  received  by  the  plaintiff 
Sarah  L.  Stanley  from  the  overturning  of  a 
carriage  hired  of  the  defendant.  The 
amended  complaint  alleges  that  the  defend- 
ant was  a  livery-stable  keeper;  that  he  let 
to  the  plaintiffs  a  carriage  and  a  pair  of 
horses,  with  a  driver ;  that  the  carriage  and 
its  appliances  were  defective,  in  that  the 
pole,  neck  yoke,  and  pole  straps  were  of 
insuflScient  strength  and  out  of  repair,  and 
that  the  driver  was  incompetent;  that  the 
neck  yoke  became  detached  from  the  collar 
of  one  of  the  horses,  and  the  driver  lost  con- 
trol of  the  team,  and  the  pole  broke,  and 
the  carriage  was  overturned;  that  the  acci- 
dent was  caused  by  the  unskilful  handling 
of  the  horses,  and  by  the  failure  of  the  de- 
fendant to  exercise  due  and  proper  diligence 
in  furnishing  a  safe  driver  and  safe  har- 
nesses and  appliances. 

The  facts  showing  the  cause  of  the  acci- 
dent are  these:  A  part  of  the  harness  or 
appliances  furnished  by  the  defendant  was 
a   neck  yoke,   consisting  of  n   wooden  bar 
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about  3  feet  long,  which,  by  a  leather  loop 
at  the  middle,  is  attached  at  right  angles  to 
the  end  of  the  carriage  pole.  Fitted  to 
each  end  of  the  neck  yoke  is  a  metal  cap 
or  thimble,  through  a  slot  or  opening  on  the 
surface  of  which  a  strap  passes  around  the 
neck  yoke  and  is  connected  with  the  horse 
collar,  and  by  this  attachment  to  the  pole 
the  carriage  is  held  back  and  turned.  On 
the  underside  of  each  of  said  thimbles  is  a 
small  hole,  countersunk  for  a  screw  to  go 
through  into  the  neck  yoke,  to  prevent  the 
thimble  from  slipping  off.  The  head  of  the 
screw  upon  the  right-hand  thimble  was  too 
small  for  the  countersink,  so  that,  when 
screwed  down,  the  top  of  the  screw  head 
was  below  the  outer  surface  of  the  thimble, 
and  only  the  outer  edge  of  the  screw  head 
held  the  thimble.  While  driving  down  a 
slight  grade  a  part  of  this  screw  head  broke 
off,  and  the  thimble  slipped  over  the  broken 
screw  head  and  off  the  neck  yoke,  and  the 
pole  was  thereby  let  down ;  and  the  carriage, 
coming  against  the  horses,  frightened  them 
and  they  ran  away,  throwing  the  plaintiff 
from  the  carriage  and  seriously  injuring 
her. 

It  is  claimed,  among  the  reasons  of  ap- 
peal, that  the  trial  court,  in  deciding  that 
the  defendant  was  negligent  in  not  having 
discovered  the  defect  in  the  neck  yoke  which 
was  the  cause  of  the  accident,  erred  in  hold- 
ing him  to  too  high  a  degree  of  care,  and 
also  erred  in  finding  and  in  refusing  to  find 
certain  facts.  A  statement  of  the  evidence 
and  rulings  in  the  case  is  made  a  part  of 
the  record,  as  provided  by  S  797  of  the 
General  Statutes  of  1902. 

Concerning  this  defect  from  the  small- 
ness  of  the  screw  head  in  the  thimble,  the 
trial  judge  says  in  the  finding:  "A  casual 
observer  might  not  have  seen  it,  but  a  person 
whose  duty  it  was  to  exercise  due  care  to 
see  that  the  harness  and  carriage  were  in  a 
safe  condition,  so  that  the  security  of  his 
passengers  might  be  preserved,  would  have 
seen  it,  and  ought  to  have  seen  it.  Said 
defect  was  not  hidden,  but  it  was  plain  to 
be  seen  by  the  eye,  and  could  have  been 
seen  by  the  defendant,  who  was  present 
when  said  team  was  furnished  the  plain- 
tiff, if  he  had  used  ordinary  care  in  exam- 
ining the  equipment."  The  finding  states 
that  "the  defendant  testified  that,  had  he 
noticed  the  screw,  he  never  would  have 
used  the  yoke,  while  his  foreman  testified 
the  screw  was  so  small  a  blind  man  could 
see  that."  As  to  the  degree  of  care  re- 
quired of  the  defendant,  the  trial  judge 
says  in  his  finding:  "Hadley  v.  OroaSj  34 
Vt.  586,  80  Am.  Dec.  699,  states  the  rule 
which  I  adopt:  'In  any  business  involving 
the  personal  safety  and  lives  of  others,  what 
18  due  care, — ^reasonable  diligence?  Clearly, 
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nothing  less  than  the  most  watchful  care 
and  the  most  active  diligence;  anything 
short  of  this  is  negligence  and  carelessness,, 
and  would  furnish  clear  ground  of  liability 
if  an  injury  was  thereby  sustained.'  " 

An  examination  of  the  evidence  shows 
that  the  plaintiffs  endeavored  to  prove  at 
the  trial  that  the  defect  in  the  neck  yoke 
w^as  that  the  thimble  which  came  off  had 
not  been  fastened  to  the  neck  yoke  at  all, 
and  that  the  plaintiffs'  witnesses  who  exam- 
ined the  neck  yoke  after  the  accident  testi- 
fied that  there  was  no  screw  in  the  end  of 
the  neck  yoke  where  the  thimble  had  come 
off.  After  the  neck  yoke  and  thimble  had 
been  produced  in  court,  showing  the  screw 
still  in  it,  and  the  broken  screw  head,  the 
court  says  that  it  had  **grave  doubts"  wheth- 
er that  was  really  the  yoke  in  question.  It 
having  been  proved  to  be  the  yc^e  in  use  at 
the  time  of  the  accident,  the  case  evidently 
turned  upon  the  question  of  whether  due 
care  upon  the  part  of  the  defendant  required 
him  to  so  carefully  inspect  the  neck  yoke  as 
to  discover  that  the  head  of  the  screw 
through  the  underside  of  the  thimble  was  sa 
small  as  to  be  insufficient  to  hold  the 
thimble  on,  and  that  the  screw  head  was, 
liable  to  break,  and  allow  the  thimble  to 
slip  over  it  and  off  the  yoke.  The  defendant 
endeavored  to  prove  that  the  pole  and  neck 
yoke  were  new,  were  purchased  by  him  from  a 
reputable  dealer,  were  examined  by  him  in 
the  usual  and  proper  manner,  and  that  such 
a  slipping  of  the  thimble  from  the  neck  yoke 
was  very  unusual,  and  to  prove  by  several 
witnesses,  among  whom  was  the  defendant's 
foreman,  that  the  defect  in  the  fastening  of 
the  thimble  was  not  discoverable  upon  an 
ordinary  inspection  of  the  neck  yoke.  From 
the  evidence  before  us  upon  this  apparently- 
controlling  question  in  the  case,  the  trial 
judge,  in  deciding  it,  evidently  gave  consid- 
erable weight  to  what  he  in  effect  says  in 
the  finding  was  the  testimony  of  the  defend- 
ant's foreman,  namely,  that  the  screw  in  the 
thimble  was  so  small  that  any  person  who 
could  see  would  have  discovered  the  defect. 
It  is  conceded  by  the  plaintiff's  counsel, 
and  it  appears  from  the  evident*  before  us,, 
that  the  defendant's,  foreman  did  not  so 
testify.  On  the  contrary,  it  appears  that  he 
testified  that  the  defect  was  not  apparent 
upon  inspection  of  the  pole  and  yoke.  The 
only  witness  who  jised  language  at  all  simi- 
lar to  that  ascribed  in  the  finding  to  the 
defendant's  foreman  was  one  Dunbar.  He 
was  called  by  the  defendant  to  identify  the 
neck  yoke  produced  in  court  as  the  one 
which  he  brought  back  to  the  stable  after 
the  accident.  His  remark  on  cross-examina- 
tion, after  he  had  identified  the  yoke  by 
the  screw  which  was  in  it,  "A  blind  man  can 
see  that,"  was  evidently  his  statement  of 
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how  ceadily  anyone  could  see  the  screw  in 
the  yoke  after  the  accident,  and  contra- 
dicted the  plaintiffs'  witnesses  that  there 
was  no  screw  to  be  seen  in  the  yoke  when 
they  examined  it  after  the  accident.  When 
testifying  as  to  the  appearance  of  the  yoke 
when  it  was  put  onto  the  carriage,  this 
witness  said  there  was  nothing  to  indicate 
the  defect  that  the  screw  head  was  too  small 
for  the  countersink,  and  that  it  would  not 
be  seen.  The  trial  court  therefore  erred  in 
considering  as  evidence,  in  deciding  a  ma- 
terial question  in  the  case,  testimony  which 
was  not  in  fact  given. 

We  are  also  of  opinion  that  by  the  rule 
adopted  the  trial  court  held  the  defendant 
to  too  high  a  d^ree  of  care  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  he  ought  to  have  dis- 
covered the  defect  in  the  fastening  of  the 
thimble  to  the  neck  yoke.  In  the  case  of 
common  carriers  of  passengers,  the  highest 
degree  of  care  which  a  reasonable  and  pru- 
dent man  would  use  in  that  business  is  re- 
quired. As  to  a  common  carrier  of  passen- 
gers by  stage-coach,  this  rule  "applies  alike 
to  the  character  of  the  vehicle,  the  horses 
and  harness,  the  skill  and  sobriety  of  the 
driver,  and  to  the  manner  of  conducting  the 
stage  under  every  emergency  or  difficulty," 
and  the  stage  owner  is  held  liable  "for  the 
smallest  negligence  in  himself  or  his  driver." 
Derwori  v.  Loomerj  21  Conn.  245,  263; 
Stokes  V.  Saltonstall,  13  Pet.  181,  10  L.  ed. 
116.  Hadley  v.  Cross,  34  Vt.  586,  80  Am. 
Dec.  699,  referred  to  by  the  trial  court  as 
laying  down  the  correct  rule  as  to  the  de- 
gree of  care  required  of  the  defendant,  was 
an  action  against  a  livery-stable  keeper  for 
an  injury  caused  by  a  defect  in  a  wagon 
hired  of  the  defendant;  but  the  rule  of  dili- 
gence adopted  in  that  case  was  that  appli- 
cable to  common  carriers  of  passengers. 
The  opinion  states  that  it  was  conceded  that 
the  rule  of  duty  and  diligence  to  be  applied 
was  that  applicable  "to  coach  owners  or 
other  passenger  carriers"  who  furnished 
drivers  as  well  as  teams;  the  plaintiff  claim- 
ing that  the  defendant  was  liable  for  a  de- 
fect which  was  not  visible,  and  could  not  be 
discovered  by  the  most  careful  examination, 
and  the  defendant  that  he  was  only  liable 
for  the  want  of  due  care.  The  court  points 
out  the  difference  between  the  liability  of 
common  carriers  of  passengers  and  of  goods, 
and  says  that  the  former  is  only  liable  for 
the  want  of  due  care,  but  that  that  term, 
when  applied  to  carriers  of  passengers, 
means  the  same  as  the  terms  "extraordinary 
care"  and  "the  highest  diligence,"  and  cites 
as  settling  the  law  on  the  subject  the  case 
of  Ingalls  v.  Bills,  9  Met.  1,  43  Am.  Dec. 
346,  which  was  an  action  against  a  commou 
carrier  of  passengers.  But  public  carriers 
owe  to  their  passengers  a  degree  of  care  and 
CO  L.  R.  A. 


protection  which  is  not  exacted  of  those  who 
do  not  hold  themselves  out  as  serving  the 
public  in  that  capacity.  6  Cyc  Law  &  Proc. 
p.  634;  Seaver  v.  Bradley,  179  Mass.  329,  88 
Am.  St.  Rep.  384,  60  N.  E.  795.  And  while 
the  proprietors  of  stage-coaches,  hacks,  and 
omnibuses,  who  hold  themselves  out  to  the 
public  as  general  conveyers  of  passengers 
from  place  to  place  for  hire  with  their  own 
drivers,  may  be  included  in  the  class  known 
as  public  or  common  carriers  of  passengers, 
livery-stable  keepers,  whose  business  it  is  to 
care  for  the  horses  and  carriages  of  others, 
and  to  let  their  own  horses  and  carriages 
either  with  or  without  drivers,  are  not  com- 
mon carriers  of  passengers,  within  the  legal 
meaning  of  that  term.  Gooley,  Torts,  §  638 ; 
Payne  v.  Halstead,  44  111.  App.  97;  8ieg- 
rist  V.  Amot,  86  Mo.  200,  56  Am.  Rep.  424 ; 
Erickson  v.  Barber  Bros.  83  Iowa,  367,  49  N. 
W.  838;  Oopeland  v.  Draper,  157  Mass.  558, 
19  L.  R.  A.  283,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  314,  32 
N.  E.  944.  By  merely  carrying  on  such  a 
livery-stable  business  the  proprietors  of  it 
do  not  hold  themselves  out  as  undertaking, 
for  hire,  to  carry  indiscriminately  any  per- 
sons who  may  apply,  either  to  certain  places, 
or  to  such  places  as  they  may  desire  to  be 
carried  to.  Furthermore,  those  who  hire 
carriages  from  livery-stable  keepers  are  not 
necessarily  conveyed  by  the  vehicles,  horses, 
and  drivers  chosen  by  the  proprietor,  but 
may,  in  a  measure,  protect  themselves  by 
selecting  the  particular  carriage,  horse,  and 
driver  they  wish  to  hire.  The  rule  of  law 
which  requires  "the  strictest  and  highest  de- 
gree of  diligence  of  a  public  carrier  of  pas- 
sengers" is  not  applicable  to  a  mere  livery- 
stable  keeper.  "Such  livery-stable  keeper," 
says  the  court  in  Payne  v.  Halstead,  44  111. 
App.  97,  "is  not  a  common  carrier,  .  .  . 
and  does  not  assume  the  duties  and  obliga- 
tions of  such  a  carrier.  He  is  at  most  a 
private  carrier  for  hire.  .  .  .  Such  a 
one  undertakes  to  possess  the  skill  adequate 
to  the  undertaking,  and  promises  to  exer- 
cise due  diligence  and  care  in  its  perform- 
ance, but  ordinary  skill,  diligence,  and  pru- 
dence are  all  that  the  law  exacts  from  him. 
.  .  .  The  highest  degree  pf  diligence  is 
the  rule  as  to  public  carriers  of  passengers, 
and  public  policy  forbids  its  relaxation;  but 
a  private  carrier  for  hire  may  discharge 
himself  from  liability  for  accident  by  show- 
ing that  he  exercised  the  usual  skill,  care, 
and  diligence  ordinarily  exercised  by  those 
engaged  in  the  same  pursuit,  to  furnish  a 
safe  coach,  harness,  and  horses,  and  a  com- 
petent and  careful  driver." 

In  determining  in  the  present  case  the 

question  of  the  liability  of  the  defendant 

for  the  accident  resulting  from  tl^  defective 
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fastening  of  the  thimble  to  the  neck  yoke, 
the  proper  inquiry  was,  Was  such  defect 
discoverable  by  the  defendant  by  the  exer- 
cise of  ordinary  care, — ^that  is,  by  such  care 
as  is  usually  exercised  by  persons  of  ordi- 


nary prudence  in  the  conduct  of  such  livery- 
stable  business? 

There  is  error,  and  a  new  trial  is  ordered. 

The  other  Judges  concur. 


GEORGIA   SUPRESME   COURT. 


City  Council  of  AUGUSTA  et  al.,  Plffs,  in 
Err,, 

Joseph  S.  REYNOLDS,  Solicitor  General. 


(. 


.Ga.. 


.) 


*1.  A  fair  occupy inff  T5  or  80  feet  in 
'vridtb  and  4  blocks  In  lenfftb  of  an 
Important   bnninesii   street   in  a  city. 

and  consistiDg  of  numerous  tents,  Inclosing 
shows  and  exhibitions,  in  front  of  which  are 
stationed  men  blowing  horns  and  talking 
through  megaphones  to  attract  attention,  to- 
gether with  various  other  stands,  booths, 
structures,  Ferris  wheels,  merry-go-ronnds. 
and  other  devices  for  amusement  of  the  pub- 
lic and  profit  to  the  owners;  which  fair  a 
company  of  the  state  militia  is  permitted  to 
station  on  the  street  for  a  week, — is  a  public 
nuisance  of  a  most  aggravated  nature. 

2.  There  Is  nothing  in  tbe  cbarter  of 
tlie  city  of  Anirnsta  which  permits  the 
city  authorities  to  grant  the  use  of  its  streets 
for  the  operation  of  an  enterprise  of  the 
nature  above  indicated. 

8.  A  court  of  canity  bas  Jurisdiction. 
at  the  instance  of  the  solicitor  general,  to 
restrain  by  injunction  the  erection  of  a  public 
nuisance. 

(May  10.  1005.) 

ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Rich- 
mond County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  a  suit  to  enjoin  the 
alleged  obstruction  of  a  public  street. 
Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Oobb,  J.: 

An  information  was  filed  in  behalf  of  the 
state  by  the  solicitor  general  of  the  Augusta 
circuit,  upon  the  petition  of  named  parties, 
complaining  of  the  city  council  of  Augusta 
and  John  D.  Twiggs,  Jr.,  as  captain  of  the 
Oglethorpe  Infantry,  a  company  of  the  state 
militia.  The  petition  alleged,  in  substance, 
as  follows:  For  several  years  past  it  has 
been  cuatomar}*  from  time  to  time  to  hold 
street  fairs  or  carnivals  in  the  city  of  Au- 
gusta. The  city  council  has  granted  the  de- 
fendant Twiggs  permission  to  hold  one  oi 
such  fairs  during  the  first  week  in  May, 
1905.  on  Broad  street,  which  is  180  feet 
wide,  and  is  the  principal  business  street 

^Headnotes  by  Cobb,  J. 

Note. — As  to  power  to  authorize  obstruction 
of   highway,  see  also,   in   this  series,   note   to 
Spencer  v^Andrew,  12  L.  11.  A.  115. 
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and  thoroughfare  in  the  city.  Seventy- 
five  feet  of  the  street  in  width  and  4  blocks 
in  length  will  be  occupied  by  the  tentd, 
buildings,  and  structures  of  the  fair.  Tlie 
fair  will  consist  of  tents,  inclosing  shows 
and  exhibitions,  structures,  stands,  Ferris 
wheels,  merry-go-rounds,  "shoot  the  chute**," 
the  "loops,**  and  various  and  sundry  devices 
and  constructions  and  obstructions,  and 
will  monopolize  the  portion  of  the  street 
in  which  it  is  placed.  These  obstructions 
will  seriously  interfere  with  the  use  of  the 
street  by  the  public  for  traffic,  travel,  and 
business,  and  will  occasion  great  hurt  and 
annoyance  to  the  citizens  in  general.  The 
carnival  will  consist  of  a  large  number  of 
separate  shows  and  exhibitions,  each  in  a 
separate  tent  or  inclosure,  besides  numerous 
stands  or  booths  for  the  sale  of  articles  of 
merchandise.  Criers  or  "spielers"  will  be 
stationed  in  front  of  each  tent,  show,  stand, 
or  booth,  who,  by  the  use  of  horns,  mega- 
phones, bells,  drums,  and  similar  instru- 
ments, will  attempt  to  attract  crowds  of  • 
people  in  the  street  to  each  place.  Admis- 
sion will  he  charged  by  the  proprietors  to 
the  said  shows  and  exhibitions.  It  is  al- 
leged that  the  city  council  of  Augusta  has 
no  authority,  under  its  charter,  to  permit 
such  an  obstruction  of  its  streets  as  will  be 
made' by  the  carnival;  that,  the  nuisance 
not  being  completed,  the  statutory  remedy 
for  the  abatem^it  of  nuisances  is  not  ap- 
plicable, and  that  a  separate  proceeding 
would  have  to  be  instituted  to  abate  each 
show  or  exhibition:  and  that  for  these  rea- 
sons a  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction  to 
enjoin  the  erection  of  the  obstructions  com- 
posing the  fair.  The  prayer  was  for  such 
an  injunction.  The  case  was  heard  on  de- 
murrer to  the  petition.  The  judge  granted 
an  interlocutory  injunction,  and  the  defend- 
ants excepted. 

Messrs.  O.  Henry  Cohen  and  Anstim 
Branch,  for  plaintifts  in  error: 

The  structures  which  it  is  alleged  were 
about  to  be  erected  were  not  of  a  character, 
extent,  and  duration,  nor  for  a  purpose, 
which  would  constitute  them  nuisances  per 
S€,  and  only  nuisances  per  se  should  be  en- 
joined at  an  interlocutory  hearing. 

The  right  of  the  public  in  a  street  is  a 
relative,    and    not    an    absolute,    one,    and 
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partial  obBtructions  are  occasionally  al- 
lowed. 

Graves  ▼.  Shattuok,  36  N.  H.  257,  69  Am. 
Dec.  636;  People  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio, 
524,  43  Am.  Dec.  709. 

The  que&tion^  what  obstructions  amount 
to  a  nuisance,  can  in  most  cases  be  de- 
termined only  by  considering  the  size  of  the 
obstructions  as  related  to  the  breadth  of  the 
highway  and  the  amouivt  of  traffic  thereon. 

State  V.  EdenSy  85  N.  C.  572;  Allegheny 
V.  Zimmerman,  95  Pa.  287,  40  Am.  Rep. 
648;  Nolin  v.  Franklin,  4  Yerg.  163;  Tomp- 
kins V.  Hodgson,  4  Thomp.  &  C.  436 ;  27  Am. 
&  Eng.  Ekio.  Law,  p.  688;  McDonald  v.  St, 
Paul,  82  Minn.  308,  83  Am.  St.  Rep.  428, 
84  N.  W.  1022;  State  v.  Berdetta,  73  Ind. 
185,  38  Am.  Rep.  117;  Dubois  v.  Kingston, 
102  N.  Y.  219,  65  Am.  Rep.  804,  6  N.  E. 
273;  Weinstein  v.  Terre  Haute,  147  Ind. 
556,  46  N.  E.  1004 ;  Vason  ▼.  South  Carolina 
R.  Co.  42  Ga.  635;  Augusta  v.  Burum,  93 
Ga.  68,  26  L.  R.  A.  340,  19  S.  £.  820;  Laing 
V.  Americus,  86  Ga.  756,  13  S.  E.  107 ;  Han- 
bury  V.  Woodward  Lumber  Co,  98  Ga.  54, 
26  S.  E.  477. 

The  authority  of  the  city  of  Augusta  over 
its  streets  is  plenary. 

Blome's  Code,  308;  Mt.  Carmel  v.  Shaw, 
157  111.  37,  27  L.  R.  A.  580,  46  Am.  St.  Rep. 
311.  39  N.  E.  684;  27  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
p.  114. 

The  statutory  remedy  provided  by  §  4760 
is  adequate  and  complete,  and  therefore, 
under  our  law,  exclusive. 

Johnson  v.  Cfilmer,  113  Ga.  1146,  39  S.  E. 
469;  Brannan  v.  A,  B.  Baxton  d  Co,  (Ga.) 
50  S.  E.  45;  Booth  v.  Mohf  (Ga.)  50  S.  E. 
173;  Hitchcock  v.  Culver,  107  Ga.  184,  33 
S.  E.  35;  Broomhead  v.  Grant,  83  Ga.  452, 
10  S.  E.  116;  Ruff  v.  Phillips,  50  Ga.  130; 
Potoell  v.  Foster,  59  Ga.  790. 

Equity  interferes  to  enjoin  private  nui- 
sances, even,  with  reluctance,  and  for  two 
reasons  and  two  alone,  to  wit: 

1.  Irreparable  damage,  such  as  damage  to 
health,  etc. 

Lotoe  V.  Holbrook,  71  Ga.  565;  DeOire  ▼. 
Seltzer,  64  Ga.  425;  Butler  v.  ThomasviUe, 
74  Ga.  574;  De  Baughn  v.  Minor,  77  Ga.  815, 
1  S.  E.  433;  Farley  v.  Gate  City  Gaslight 
Co,  105  Ga.  337,  31  S.  E.  193;  Code,  3863. 

2.  Where  the  offense  is  continuing, 
permanent,  or  constantly  recurring,  and 
equity  enjoins  to  avoid  multiplicity  of  suits. 

Georgia  Chemical,  etc.  Co,  v.  Colquitt,  72 
Ga.  172;  Kavanagh  v.  Mobile  Ss  G.  R.  Co, 
78  Ga.  273,  2  S.  E.  636;  Russell  v.  "Napier, 
80  Ga.  79,  4  S.  E.  857;  Farley  v.  Gate  City 
Gaslight  Co,  105  Ga.  337,  31  S.  E.  193. 

Mr.  Oeorso  7*  Jaokson  also  for  plain- 
tiffs in  error. 

Messrs.    B.    H.    Oallawaj    and    J.    S. 
Reynolds,  for  defendant  in  error: 
69  L.  R.  A. 


The  intended  use  of  the  street  was  a 
nuisance. 

Savannah  v.  Wilson,  49  Ga.  476:  Laing 
V.  Americus,  86  Ga.  756,  13  8.  E.  107;  Mad- 
dox  V.  Cunningham,  68  Ga.  431,  45  Am. 
Rep.  500;  Simon  v.  Atlanta,  67  Ga.  618,  44 
Am.  Rep.  739;  White  v.  State,  99  Ga.  18,  37 
L.  R.  A.  642,  26  8.  E.  742;  Kavanagh  v. 
Mobile  d  G.  R,  Co.  78  Ga.  271,  2  S.  E.  636, 
78  Ga.  803,  4  S.  E.  113;  Savannah  d  W.  R. 
Co,  V.  Woodruff,  86  Ga.  96,  13  S.  E.  156; 
Daly  V.  Georgia  S.  d  F.  R,  Co.  80  Ga.  793, 

12  Am.  St.  Rep.  286,  7  S.  E.  146 ;  Augusta 
d  8,  R,  Co.  V.  Augusta,  100  Ga.  703,  28  S. 
E.  126. 

Every  unauthorized  encroachment  upon  a 
street  is  a  public  nuisance. 

"Norrell  v.  Augusta  R.  d  Electric  Co.  116 
Ga.  316,  59  L.  R.  A.  101,  42  S.  E.  466; 
Savannah,  F.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Gill,  118  Ga. 
741,  45  S.  E.  623;  Western  d  A.  R.  Co.  v. 
Atlanta,  113  Ga.  546,  54  L.  R.  A.  294,  38  S. 
E.  996;  Salter  V,  Taylor,  55  Ga.  310;  Savan- 
nah, A,  d  G.  R.  Co.  V.  Shiels,  33  Ga.  601 ; 
Speir  V.  Brooklyn,  139  N.  Y.  6,  21  L.  R.  A.  ^ 
641,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  664,  34  N.  E.  727; 
Smith  V.  McDowell,  148  111.  51,  22  L.  R.  A. 
393,  35  N.  E.  141;  Elias  t.  Sutherland,  18 
Abb.  N.  r.  126;  Hibbard  v.  Chicago;  59  111. 
App.  470;  Elliott,  Roads  A  Streets,  pp.  477, 
478. 

An  obstruction  may  be  a  nuisance,  al- 
though it  is  not  of  a  permanent  character. 

Elliott,  Roads  &  Streets,  pp.  480-482; 
15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  491; 
Com,  y^Ruggles,  6  Allen,  588;  State  v.  Lav- 
erock, 34  N.  J.  L.  204 ;  Cole  v.  Newburyport, 
129  Mass.  594,  37  Am.  Rep.  394;  Little  v. 
Madison,  42  Wis.  643,  24  Am.  Rep.  435,  49 
Wis.  605,  35  Am.  Rep.  793,  6  N.  W.  249; 
Rex,  V.  Carlile,  6  Car.  &  P.  636;  Com,  v. 
Haines,  4  Clark  (Pa.)  17;  Hagerstown  v. 
Witmer,  86  Md.  293,  39  L.  R.  A.  657,  37 
Atl.  965;  Ely  v.  Campbell,  59  How.  Pr.  333; 
Costello  V.  StaU,  108  Ala.  45,  35  L.  R.  A. 
303,  18  So.  820;  Georgia  S.  d  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
Harvey,  84  Ga.  374,  10  S.  E.  971 :  Davis  v. 
East  Tennessee,  V.  d  G.  R,  Co.  87  Ga.  605, 

13  S.  E.  567;  Western  d  A.  R.  Co,  v.  Cox, 
93  Ga.  561,  20  S.  E.  68;  Richmond  v.  Smith, 
101  Va.  161,  43  S.  E.  345;  HalVs  Case,  1 
Vent.  169. 

Equitable  jurisdiction  may  be  based  upon 
the  principle  of  restraining  irreparable  mis- 
chief, or  of  preventing  vexations  litigation 
or  a  multiplicity  of  suits. 

Farley  v.  Gate  City  Gaslight  Co.  105  Ga. 
337,  31  S.  E.  193. 

A  multiplicity  of  suits  will  be  necessary 
to  abate  the  proposed  nuisances,  unless  a 
court  of  equity  entertains  jurisdiction  to 
restrain  the  defendants  from  placing  this 
carnival  upon  the  street. 

Georgia  Chemical,  etc.  Co.  y^r-Colquitta  72 
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Ga.  172;  Hill  v.  MoBumey  Oil  d  Fertilieer 
Co,  112  Ga.  791,  62  L.  R.  A.  398,  38  S.  E. 
42;  Powell  v.  Foster,  69  Ga.  790;  Columbus 
V.  Jaques,  30  Ga.  512;  Lofton  v.  Collins,  117 
Ga.  440,  61  L.  R.  A.  160,  43  S.  £.  708. 

The  remedy,  in  equity,  to  prevent  the 
erection  of  a  purpresture  and  public  nui- 
sance in  a  street  or  highway,  is  by  injunc- 
tion on  behalf  of  the  people,  sued  out  by  the 
attorney  general  or  other  proper  officer. 

People  y,  VanderHlt,  28  N.  Y.  390,  84 
Am.  Dec.  Z5l;  Re  Frazee,  63  Mich.  396,  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  311,  30  N.  W.  72;  Com.  v. 
Plaisted,  148  Mass.  376,  2  L.  R.  A.  142,  12 
Am.  St.  Rep.  573,  19  N.  E.  224;  Atlanta  v. 
Wamock,  91  Ga.  210,  23  L.  R.  A.  301,  44 
Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  18  S.  E.  135;  Elliott, 
Roads  &  Streets,  p.  485. 

Mr.  W.  K.  Miller  also  for  defendant  in 
error. 

Oobb,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court  : 

1.  Streets  are  primarily  intended  for  the 
use  of  travelers,  and  a  municipal  corpora- 
0  tion  has  no  power,  in  the  absence  of  express 
legislative  authority,  to  allow  a  street  to  be 
used  for  any  other  purpose.  Pol.  Code  1895, 
S  745.  Any  permanent  structure  in  a  street 
which  materially  interferes  with  travel 
thereon  is  a  public  nuisance.  Permanent 
structures  which  do  not  interfere  with 
travel,  and  which  are  erected  for  public  pur- 
poses, such  as  telegraph  and  telephone 
poles,  and  the  like,  are  permissible.  But 
no  permanent  structure  of  any  character 
which  interferes  in  the  slightest  degfee  with 
the  right  of  travel  upon  the  street  is  ever 
permissible  where  such  structure  is  erected 
for  purely  private  purposes.  Temporary 
obstructions  in  a  street  are  permissible  un- 
der certain  circumstances,  even  where  the 
obstruction  is  for  the  benefit  or  convenience 
of  an  individual.  A  merchant  may  tem- 
porarily obstruct  a  passage  along  a  street, 
either  in  receiving  goods  from  a  carrier  on 
the  street,  or  delivering  goods  to  such  car- 
rier. A  householder  may  temporarily  ob- 
struct a  street  in  moving  his  effects  out  of  or 
into  his  house.  '  It  is  impossible  to  enumer- 
ate all  the  cases  in  which  the  temporary  ob- 
struction of  a  street  may  be  allowed,  but 
the  general  rule  is  that,  if  the  purpose  for 
which  the  obstruction  is  created  is  lawful, 
and  the  obstruction  exists  only  for  such  a 
time  as  is  reasonably  necassary  to  accom- 
plish the  purpose  which  brings  about  the 
necessity  for  the  obstruction,  such  an  ob- 
struction would  not  be  a  public  nuisance. 
What  w^ould  be  a  reasonable  time  is  to  be  de- 
termined according  to  the  circumstances  of 
each  case.  If  the  obstruction  continues  for 
a  time  that  is  not  reasonably  necessary  for 
the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose,  then  it 
(iJ)  L.  R.  A. 


becomes  a  public  nuisance.  What  would  be 
an  unreasonable  time  in  cases  where  goods 
are  being  received  into  or  delivered  from  a 
place  of  business,  or  where  household  effects 
are  being  carried  into  or  out  of  a  place  of 
residence,  might  not  be  an  unreasonable  time 
where  the  obstruction  is  made  necessary  on 
account  of  buildings  being  erected  upon  prop- 
erty abutting  the  street.  In  all  cases  the 
obstructions  to  public  travel  should  be  re- 
moved as  soon  as  the  reason  for  the  obstruc- 
tion has  ceased.  To  continue  to  obstruct  a 
public  street  with  those  things  necessary  in 
case  of  the  erection  of  a  building  upon  abut- 
ting property  after  the  building  has  reached 
a  stage  where  such  obstructions  are  no 
longer  necessary  in  carrying  on  the  work 
would  render  the  person  so  continuing  the 
obstruction  liable  as  the  maintainer  of  a 
public  nuisance.  Any  temporary  obstruc- 
tion in  a  public  street  is  presumptively  a 
public  nuisance,  and  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the  persons  responsible  for  the  presence  of 
such  obstruction  to  show  that  it  was  placed 
in  the  street  in  furtherance  of  a  lawful  and 
legitimate  purpose,  and  has  not  been  contin- 
ued any  longer  than  was  reasonably  neces- 
sary for  the  accomplishment  of  this  pur- 
pose. Persons  who  have  places  of  business 
or  residences  upon  lots  abutting  upon  the 
street  may  temporarily  obstruct  the  street 
under  those  circumstances,  where  it  is 
necessary  to  completely  enjoy  the  rights  and 
privileges  incident  to  ownership  of  property 
so  situated.  Persons  who  own  vacant  lots 
abutting  upon  a  street  may  temporarily 
obstruct  the  street  whenever  necessary  to 
improve  such  property  by  the  erection  of 
buildings  thereon,  but  no  such  necessity  can 
ever  exist  when  upon  the  property  to  be 
improved  there  is  ample  room  for  the  de- 
posit of  all  material  to  be  used  in  the  build- 
ing and  the  carrying  on  of  all  work 
essential  to  its  construction. 

The  question  to  be  determined  in  the  pres- 
ent case  is  whether  a  street  fair  of  the  char- 
acter described  in  the  petition  would  be 
such  an  obstruction  of  a  public  street  as 
would  make  it  a  public  nuisance.  It  would 
not  be  a  permanent  obstruction,  for  it  is 
only  to  continue  one  week.  Being  a  tempo- 
rary obstruction  only,  it  is  to  be  determined 
whether  it  results  from  a  lawful  purpose. 
The  obstruction  is  purely  for  private  gain. 
The  fact  that  the  promoter  of  the  enterprise 
is  a  military  company  which  is  a  part  of 
the  state  mititia  does  not  make  it  one  in- 
augurated for  a  public  purpose.  It  is  to 
occupy  not  more  than  one  half  of  the  street. 
But  the  public  is  entitled  to  the  whole  of 
every  street  as  against  anyone  who  places 
obstructions  therein  for  other  than  a  law- 
ful purpose.  Com,  v.  Ruggles,  6  Allen,  588 : 
1    Wood,    Nuisances,    3d    ed.    S    250.     The 
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power  over  streets,  given  to  municipal 
corporations  under  the  ordinary  grants  in 
municipal  charters,  does  not  authorize  the 
municipal  authorities,  even  by  express  or- 
dinance, to  permit  the  erection  in  streets 
of  temporary  obstructions  for  purely  private 
gain.  The  enterprise  described  in  the  peti- 
tion is  not  in  any  sense  a  public  enterprise. 
It  is  merely  a  scheme  of  private  individuals 
for  pecuniary  gain,  and  the  use  of  the  street, 
cither  in  whole  or  in  part,  has  not  as  a  basis 
any  purpose  which  the  law  would  recognize 
as  lawful,  in  the  absence  of  express  legisla- 
tive authority  permitting  it.  In  other 
words,  the  enterprise  sought  to  be  carried 
on  in  the  street  would,  if  permitted,  be 
nothing  more  or  less  than  a  public  nuisance, 
and  a  public  nuisance  of  a  most  aggravat- 
ing character.  See  Rex  v.  CarliUf  6  Car.  & 
P.  636;  Btate  v.  Laverock,  34  N.  J.  L.  204; 
15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  499, 
500;  Elliott,  Roads  &  Streets,  2d  ed.  S  648. 
There  are  some  old  English  cases  which 
liold  that  a  fair  in  a  highway  was  per- 
missible, but  an  examination  of  those  cases 
will  show  that  the  ruling  in  each  was  based 
upon  the  existence  of  an  immemorial  cus- 
tom. See  EliDOod  v.  Bullock,  13  L.  J.  Q.  B. 
N.  S.  330;  King  ▼.  Smith,  4  Esp.  109.  Be- 
sides, the  old  English  fairs  were  very  differ- 
ont  enterprises  from  the  one  described  in  the 
present  petition. 

2.  It  is  therefore  to  be  determined  wheth- 
rr  there  is  any  authority  in  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Augusta  for  permitting  a  por- 
tion of  one  of  its  streets  to  be  used  for 
the  purpose  of  a  street  fair  of  the  character 
<lescrib©d  in  the  petition.  The  charter  of 
Augusta  contains  the  ordinary  grants  in 
reference,  to  the  laying  out  and  con- 
trol of  streets.  Blome's  Code  of  Aufjiist^, 
pp.  308,  456.  Those  powers  do  not  author- 
ize such  a  use  of  the  street,  and  it  was 
not  seriously  contended  in  the  argument 
that  they  did.  It  is,  however,  strenu- 
ously insisted  that,  under  the  act  of  1898 
(Acta  1898,  p.  131)  amending  the  charter  of 
Augusta,  the  municipal  authorities  have 
power  to  permit  such  a  use  of  the  streets. 
Taken  as  a  whole,  the  act  seems  to  be  limited 
to  a  delegation  of  power  to  deal  with  the 
streets  for  railroad  and  depot  purposes. 
But  there  is  some  very  broad  language  in 
the  act,  and  for  the  purposes  of  this  case 
it  will  be  treated  as  conferring  the  broader 
power  to  deal  with  the  streets  for  any  pur- 
pose. The  act  declares:  "When,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  city  council  of  Augusta,  the 
whole,  or  any  part  of  a  street,  has  ceased 
to  be  of  general  utility  or  use  as  a  street, 
the  city  council,  in  its  discretion,  may  per- 
mit platforms,  gangways,  tracks,  or  other 
structures  to  be  constructed  upon  such  level, 
and  with  such  width,  height,  length,  and 
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of  such  material,  as  it  may  prescribe  and 
approve,  and  on  such  terms  and  conditions 
as  it  may  designate;  or  the  city  council  of 
Augusta,  in  its  discretion,  may  declare  the 
same  vacant  and  abandoned  as  a  street,  and 
donate  the  same  to  a  use  which,  in  their 
opinion,  will  be  of  advantage  or  utility  to 
the  commercial  or  business  interests  of  the 
city,  on  such  terms  as  the  city  council  may 
prescribe."  It  is  claimed  that  this  confers 
upon  the  city  authorities  the  power  to 
vacate  a  street  and  use  the  land  for  any 
purpose  that  may  be  beneficial  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  city.  Let  this  be 
conceded.  The  further  contention  is  made 
that  the  power  to  vacate  altogether  and  for 
all  time  carries  with  it  the  power  to  vacate 
in  part  and  for  a  limited  time.  But  the  ex- . 
ercise  of  this  power  is  dependent  upon  the 
city  council  having  reached  the  conclusion 
that  the  street  is  no  longer  of  public  utility, 
and  before  the  power  to. vacate  can  be  ex- 
ercised it  must  appear  that  it  is  the  opinion 
of  the  council  that  the  street  is  no  longer 
of  public  utility.  It  not  only  does  not 
appear  that  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  city 
council  that  the  portion  of  Broad  street 
where  permission  was  granted  to  hold  the 
street  fair  has  ceased  to  be  of  public  utility, 
but  it  appears  from  the  petition  that  Broad 
street  is  the  principal  and  most  important 
business  street  in  the  city,  and  the  use  of 
the  street  for  the  fair  was  limited  to  one 
week.  The  present  record  does  not  present 
any  such  case  as  is  contemplated  by  the  act 
of  1898,  even  under  the  liberal  construction 
contended  for.  The  council  has  not  ex- 
ercised any  authority  based  upon  an  opin- 
ion that  the  portion  of  Broad  street  in  ques- 
tion has  ceased  to  be  of  public  utility,  or 
will  not  be  of  public  utility  during  the  weok 
the  fair  is  to  be  held;  but  it  has  simply 
authorized  private  individuals,  for  their 
own  pecuniary  benefit,  to  use  a  large  por- 
tion of  an  important  business  street,  and 
thereby  deprive  the  public,  for  several  days, 
of  the  right  to  use  that  portion  of  the  street 
for  traffic  or  travel.  There  is  absolutely 
nothing  in  the  act  ot  1898,  or  in  any  other 
provision  of  the  charter  of  Augusta,  which 
can  be  properly  construed  as  authority  for 
the  city  aifthorities  to  permit  such  a  use  of 
one  of  its  streets. 

3.  The  jurisdiction  of  courts  of  equity,  on 
the  information  of  the  proper  public  officer 
in  behalf  of  the  public,  to  restrain  the  erec- 
tion or  continuance  of  a  public  nuisance,  is 
well  settled.  Columbus  v.  Jaquea,  30  Ga. 
506;  Lofton  v.  Oollins,  117  Ga.  434,  61  L. 
R.  A.  150,  43  S.  E.  708. 

Judgment  affirmed. 

All  the  Justices  concur  except  Candler, 
J.,  absent. 
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•1.  A  licenae  is  a  pervonal  privilege 
to  do  certain  acts  upon  the  lands  of  an- 
other, but  creates  no  estate  therein,  is  rev- 
ocable at  will,  and  may  rest  in  parol,  while 
an  easement  Is  an  estate  in  real  property, 
and  Its  grant  falls  within  the  statute  of 
frauds. 

a.  IVIiere  B.  is  erectinv  a  two-«tory 
baildinff,  and  propoaeit  to  H.  A  K.. 
^nrho  own  and  occupy  a  two-atory 
bnildinff  on  tbe  adjoining  lot,  tliat 
lie  will  build  a  stair^way  on  the  side  of 
his  building  next  to  H.  &  E.'s  building,  and 
that  they  may  use  the  same  for  ingress  and 
egress  to  and  from  the  second  story  of  their 
building,  in  consideration  of  H.  &  K.  allow- 
ing B.  to  erect  a  porch  on  a  5-foot  strip  of 
a  vacant  lot  adjoining  the  back  end  of  B.*s 
building,  and  each  party  agrees  thereto,  and 
enters  upon  the  use  so  agreed  upon, — Held, 
that  the  permission  to  use  such  stairway 
does  not  amount  to  the  grant  of  an  easement, 
but  constitutes  a  license  only,  and  Is  rev- 
ocable by  the  licensor. 

3.  A  court  of  equity  -will  not  arrant  tbe 
aid  of  Mpeciflc  performance  where  the 
party  invoking  its  aid  has  not  parted  with 
any  consideration  or  property,  and  no  irrep- 
arable damage  is  sufTered,  and  no  fraud  is 
inflicted  upon  him,  and  where  he  is  in  statu 
quo  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  his 
action. 

4.  UnlevM  tbe  evidence  be  clearly  to  tbe 
contrary,  a  court  will  presume  that  a  parol 
agreement  to  impress  real  property  with  a 
servitude  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of  the 
provisions  of  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  was 
therefore  intended  as  a  license  only,  and  not 
as  an  easement. 

(May  16,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Shoshone 
County  in  plaintiffs*  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  enjoin  the  closing  of  a  stairway 
and  interference  with  plaintiffs'  right  of 
passage  therein.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Walter  A.  Jones  and  Samuel 
R.  Stem,  for  appellants: 

One  who  seeks  to  enforce  a  specific  per- 
formance of  a  contract  is  bound  to  establish 

*IIeadnotes  by  Ailshib,  J. 

Note. — As  to  distinction  between  license  and 
easement  generally,  see  also  note  to  Nowlln  v. 
Whipple,  0  L.  R.  A.  159;  also  the  later  case 
In  this  series  of  Nunnelly  v.  Southern  Iron  Co. 
28  L.  R.  A.  421. 

As  to  revocablllty   of  license  to  maintain  a 
burden  on  land  after  the  licensee  has  incurred 
expense   in   creating  the  burden,   see   Plfer  v. 
Brown,  49  L.  R.  A.  497,  note. 
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clearly  and  distinctly  the  existence  of  a  eon- 
tract  and  its  terms. 

Deeds  v.  Stephens  (Idaho)  79  Pac.  77: 
Rice  V.  Rigley,  7  Idaho,   115,  61  Pac.  290. 

An  easement  cannot  be  created  by  parol. 

Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  9  600;  10  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  412. 

A  license  is  an  authority  given  to  do  some 
act,  or  a  series  of  acts,  on  the  land  of  anoth- 
er, without  possessing  an  estate  therein,  and 
is  revocable. 

10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  407; 
18  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1127; 
Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  §  653. 

Defendants  revoked  the  license  before  the 
commencement  of  this  action,  and  with  the 
knowledge  and  consent  of  these  plaintiffs. 

Barbour  v.  Hickey,  2  App.  D.  C.  207,  24 
L.  R.  A.  763;  Pifer  v.  Brovm,  43  W.  Va. 
412,  49  L.  R.  A.  497,  27  S.  E.  399;  Wiseman 
v.  Lucksinger,  84  N.  Y.  31,  38  Am.  Rep,  479; 
Cronkhite  v.  Cronkhite,  94  N.  Y.  323;  Cros- 
dale  v.  Ijanigan,  129  N.  Y.  604,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  551,  29  N.  E.  824;  Hathatoay  v. 
Yakima  Water,  Light  d  P.  Co.  14  Wash.  469. 
53  Am.  St.  Rep.  874,  44  Pac.  896;  Musgrove 
V.  Hodges,  46  Kan.  764,  27  Pac.  121. 

A  married  woman  can  only  be  deprived  of 
her  real  estate  in  the  mode  prescribed  by 
statute,  and  a  certificate  with  acknowledg- 
ment is  as  much  an  essential  part  of  the 
execution  of  the  deed  as  her  signature. 

Leonis  v.  Lazzarovich,  65  Cal.  62;  Pom. 
Spec.  Perf.  §  299;  Jackson  v.  Torrence,  83 
Cal.  521,  23  Pac.  695;  Bonelli  Bros.  v. 
Blakemore,  66  Miss.  136,  14  Am.  St.  Rep. 
650,  6  So.  228. 

A  "way"  is  an  incorporeal  hereditament, 
or,  since  livery  of  seisin  could  not  have  been 
made  of  it  at  common  law,  it  could  only  be 
created  by  deed  or  other  writing.  It  Is 
therefore  said  to  lie  in  grant. 

Greenleaf's  Cruise,  Real  Prop,  title.  Deed, 
C.  4,  §§  35,  36. 

A  right  of  way  is  an  interest  in  lands, 
and  a  grant  by  parol  is  obnoxious  to  the 
statute  of  frauds. 

Thompson  v.  Gregory,  4  Johns.  81,  4  Am. 
Dec.  265;  Richter  v.  Iricin,  28  Tnd.  26;  Hali 
V.  McLeod,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  98,  74  Am.  Dec. 
400;  Kerr,  Fraud  &  Mistake,  9  718;  Walk- 
er V.  Shackelford,  49  Ark.  503,  4  Am.  St. 
Rep.  61,  5  S.  W.  887;  Hodgkins  v.  Farring- 
ton,  150  Mass.  19,  5  L.  R.  A.  209,  15  Am. 
St.  Rep.  168,  22  N.  E.  73. 

Nothing  can  be  regarded  as  part  perform- 
ance to  take  the  case  out  of  the  operation 
of  the  statute  which  does  not  place  the  par- 
ty in  a  situation  which  is  a  fraud  upon  him, 
unless  the  contract  be  executed. 

Weber  v.  Marshall  19  Cal.  447. 
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Where  nothing  has  been  done  further  than 
to  pay  a  consideration,  there  is  nothing  in 
the  way  of  restoring  the  parties  to  their 
original  condition,  and  therefore  of  revok- 
ing the  license. 

Hulf  r.  McCauley,  63  Pa.  206,  91  Am. 
Dec.  203;  Wilaon  v.  8t.  Paul,  M.  &  M.  R. 
Co.  41  Minn.  66,  4  L.  R.  A.  378,  42  N.  W. 
600;  Woodward  v.  Seely,  11  111.  157,  50  Am. 
Dec.  445  ,*  Johnson  v.  Skillman,  29  Minn.  95, 
43  Am.  Rep.  192,  12  N.  W.  149;  Great  Falls 
Waterworks  Co.  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co. 
21  Mont.  487,  54  Pac.  966. 

Mr.  W.  W.  Woods,  for  respondents : 

The  court  has  always  affirmed  the  equi- 
table power  of  the  court  in  proper  cases  to 
grant  specific  performance  of  parol  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  lands.  Part  perform- 
ance takes  these  cases  out  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  of  frauds. 

Bowman  ▼.  Ayers,  2  Idaho,  465,  21  Pac. 
405;  Stmcell  v.  Tucker,  7  Idaho,  312,  62  Pac. 
1033;  Feeney  v.  Chester,  7  Idaho,  324,  63 
Pac.  192;  Francis  v.  Green,  7  Idaho,  668, 
65  Pac.  362;  Deeds  v.  Stephens,  8  Idaho, 
514,  69  Pac.  534;  Barton  v.  Dunlap,  8  Idaho, 
82,  60  Pac.  832;  Flickinger  v.  Shaw,  87  Cal. 
126,  11  L.  R.  A.  134,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  234. 
25  Pac.  268;  Grimshaio  v.  Belcher,  88  ual. 
217,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  298,  26  Pac.  84. 

Contracts  made  by  husband  and  wife 
where  possession  has  been  delivered  will 
be  specifically  enforced. 

Clayton  v.  Frazier,  33  Tex.  91;  Womack 
v.  Womack,  8  Tex.  397,  58  Am.  Dec.  119; 
Dalton  V.  Rust,  22  Tex.  133. 

.Ifr.  Robert  N.  Dniui,  also  for  respond- 
ents: 

The  mere  fact  that  the  deed  was  taken  in 
the  name  of  Mrs.  iiarnion  alone  created  no 
inference  that  the  property  was  her  sepa- 
rate property,  the  deed  having  been  made  on 
a  purchase. 

Meyer  v.  Kinzer,  12  Cal.  254;  Pixley  t. 
Muggins,  15  Cal.  128. 

All  property  acquired  by  either  husband 
or  wife  after  the  marriage,  except  that  ac- 
quired in  one  of  the  particular  ways  men- 
tioned in  if  2495  and  2496,  is  community 
property,  and  the  burden  is  on  the  party 
claiming  it  as  separate  property  to  prove 
it  to  be  such  by  clear  and  convincing  evi- 
dence. 

Davis  V.  Green,  122  Cal.  364,  55  Pac.  10; 
Re  Boody,  113  Cal.  682,  45  Pac.  860;  Yesler 
V.  Hochstettler,  4  Wash.  349,  30  Pac.  398; 
Dimmick  v.  Dimmick,  95  Cal.  323,  30  Pac. 
547;  Morgan  v.  Lones,  78  Cal.  58,  20  Pac. 
250;  Pixley  v.  Huggins,  15  Cal.  128;  Meyer 
v.  Kinzer,  12  Cal.  254. 

Ailahie,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

In  this  case  the  trial  court  entered  a  de- 
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cree  for  the  specific  performance  of  a  parol 
contract  to  grant  a  perpetual  easement  in 
a  stairway  maintained  in  appellants'  build- 
ing. The  principal  facts,  upon  which  the 
decree  was  entered  are  briefly  as  follows: 
In  the  month  of  November,  1899,  the  re- 
spondents, Howes  &  King,  were  the  owners 
of  lot  6  and  the  south  one  half  of  lot  8  in 
block  21  in  the  city  of  Wallace,  on  which 
stood  a  two-story  brick  building,  the  ground 
floor  of  which  was  occupied  b>  them  as  a 
store  building,  and  the  second  floor  as  a 
dwelling.  About  this  time  the  appellants 
purchased  the  north  half  of  lot  8,  which  ad- 
joins the  Howes  &  King  property  on  the 
east,  and  began  to  erect  a  two- story  brick 
building,  50  feet  square.  Prior  to  this  time 
Howes  &  King  had  maintained  a  back  stair- 
way to  their  building,  with  the  landing  on 
the  vacant  lot  purchased  by  the  Barmons, 
and,  in  passing  from  the  street  to  and  from 
their  stairway,  they  passed  over  this  vacant 
lot.  When  the  Barmons  began  to  build, 
they  tore  away  the  landing,  and,  of  course, 
left  Howes  &  King  without  any  means  of 
ingress  or  egress  to  and  from  the  second 
story  of  their  building.  At  this  juncture 
the  'respondent  Howes  and  the  appellant 
Abraham  Barmon  had  some  discussion  over 
the  construction  of  a  stairway  by  the  Bar-' 
mons,  and  the  future  use  thereof  by  Howes 
&  King.  Up  to  this  time  the  Barmons  had 
planned  to  build  their  stairway  on  the  east 
side  of  their  building.  Howes  and  Barmon 
do  not  agree  as  to  what  conversation  took 
place  between  them  with  reference  to  the 
stairway  and  the  future  use  thereof,  and 
we  therefore  quote  from  the  finding  of  the 
trial  court  on  that  point.  He  finds  "that, 
during  the  time  of  the  construction  of  said 
building,  these  defendants  offered  to  give  the 
plaintiffs  the  use  forever  of  the  front  stair- 
way leading  to  the  upper  story  of  their  said 
building,  and  connecting  with  the  upper 
story  of  the  building  so  occupied  by  the 
plaintiffs  and  their  families,  for  the  consid- 
eration of  a  strip  of  land  of  5  feet  on  the 
north  part  of  the  south  one-half  of  lot  8, 
blodc  21,  and  plaintiffs  agreed  to  said  prop- 
osition." This  finding  of  the  court  is  fol- 
lowed by  a  finding  that  in  the  month  of 
November,  1899,  in  pursuance  of  said  con- 
tract, the  plaintiffs  went  into  the  possession 
and  use  of  the  stairway,  and  the  defendants 
at  the  same  time  went  into  the  possession 
and  use  of  the  5-foot  strip  off  the  north 
end  of  the  south  half  of  lot  8.  This  strip 
of  land  was  contiguous  to,  and  immediately 
south  of,  the  Barmon  premises,  on  which 
the  building  was  erected.  The  record  shown 
that,  after  the  conversation  took  place  be- 
tween Howes  and  Barmon,  the  plans  for 
the  Barmon  building  were  so  modified  as 
to  run  the  stairway  up  on  the  west  side  of 
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the  building,  and  next  to  the  Howes  &  King 
building,  instead  of  on  the  east  side,  as 
originally  planned.  No  written  agreement 
of  any  kind  was  .entered  into,  and  after  the 
building  was  coni>pleted  the  stairway  was 
used  by  the  Barmons  and  their  tenants, 
and  also  by  Howes  &  King  and  their  tenants. 
On  the  other  hand,  the  Barmons,  by  means 
of  posts,  erected  a  porch  5  feet  wide  and  50 
feet  long  (the  full  length  of  their  building) 
to  the  second  story  of  the  building,  and 
used  that,  in  connection  with  their  resi- 
dence in  the  second  story  of  that  building, 
until  a  few  days  prior  to  the  commencement 
of  this  action.  Matters  ran  along  in  this 
manner  until  about  the  14th  day  of  June, 
1902,  when  the  Barmons  tore  away  the 
porch,  and  ceased  to  use  the  same,  and  noti- 
fied Howes  &  King  that  it  was  their  in- 
tention to  revoke  the  license  previously 
granted  to  them  to  use  the  stairway;  and 
they  thereupon  proceeded  to  lock  up  the 
front  entrance  and  close  up  the  entrance 
from  the  top  of  the  stairway  into  the  Howes 
A  King  building.  The  respondents  there- 
upon commenced  this  action,  and  secured  a 
temporary  injunction  against  the  appellants, 
restraining  them  from  closing  up  the  stair- 
way or  interfering  with  their  free  use  there- 
of. The  Barmon  property  was  purchased 
in  the  name  of  Fannie  Barmon,  the  wife  of 
the  defendant  Abraliam  Barmon,  and  at  all 
times  has  stood  upon  the  records  in  her 
name,  and  is  claimed  by  her  as  her  separate 
property.  A  great  portion  of  the  briefs  of 
counsel  has  been  devoted  to  the  discussion  of 
the  evidence  on  that  question,  and  the  law 
applicable  thereto.  The  court  found,  how- 
ever, that  the  property  was  the  community 
property  of  the  defendants,  and  we  are  in- 
elined  to  think  there  is  sufficient  evidence 
in  the  record  to  justify  that  finding.  It  is 
not  necessary  for  us,  however,  to  discuss  the 
sufficiency  of  the  evidence  to  sustain  the 
findings,  for  the  reason  that,  in  the  view 
we  take  of  this  case,  the  findings  of  fact  do 
not  support  the  legal  conclusions  that  the 
court  has  drawn  from  them. 

The  appellants  claim  that  the  privileges 
exercised  by  each  over  the  realty  of  the  oth- 
er were  merely  mutual  licenses,  revocable 
by  either  at  will.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
respondents  claim  that  these  transactions 
amounted  to  mutual  contracts  for  convey- 
ances by  good  and  sufficient  deeds, — a  title 
from  Howes  &  King  to  the  Barmons  to  the 
6-foot  strip  of  ground  immediately  south 
of  the  Barmon  building,  and  a  conveyance 
from  the  Barmons  to  Howes  &  King  of  a 
perpetual  easement  in  the  stairway  ascend- 
ing from  the  street  to  the  second  story  of 
their  building. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  from  the  great 
mass  of  conflicting  decisions  just  when  a  li- 
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cense  to  use  or  impose  a  servitude  upon  the 
real  property  of  another  ceases  to  be  a  mere 
license  revocable  at  will,  and  ripens  into 
the  certainty  and  dignity  of  an  easement. 
Still  there  are  some  primary  and  fundamen- 
tal principles,  well  established,  which  under- 
lie this  class  of  cases,  a  reference  to  which 
should  aflford  a  reasonably  safe  guide. 

It  is  settled  law  that  a  license  creates  no 
estate  in  lands,  and  may  therefore  rest  in 
parol.  Johnson  v.  Skillman,  29  Itfinn.  95, 
43  Am.  Rep.  192,  12  N.  W.  149;  Mumford  v. 
Whitney,  15  Wend.  380,  30  Am.  Dec.  60; 
Great  Falls  Waterworks  Co,  v.  Great  North- 
ern R.  Co.  21  Mont.  487,  54  Pac.  963;  Cook 
V.  Stearns,  11  Mass.  533;  Clark  v.  Gliddcn, 
60  Vt.  702,  15  Atl.  358;  Wood  v.  Leadbitter, 
13  Mees.  &  W.  838,  16  English  Ruling  Cases. 
64;  Jones,  Easements,  §§  63,  68.  On  the 
other  hand,  an  easement  is  an  interest  or 
estate  in  real  property,  and  is  subject  to 
the  operation  of  the  statute  of  frauds.  Rev. 
Stat.  1887,  §  6007;  14  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p. 
1144;  Pifer  v.  Broum,  43  W.  Va.  412,  49 
L.  R.  A.  497,  and  note,  27  S.  E.  399;  Clark 
y.  Glidden,  60  Vt.  702,  16  Atl.  358;  Jones, 
Easements,  §  65.  Where  the  contract  or 
agreement,  whether  it  be  called  a  license  or 
an  easement,  looks  to  the  acquirement  of  a 
right  of  passage,  as  in  this  case,  over  a 
stairway,  and  rests  entirely  in  parol,  it  is 
clear,  under  all  the  authorities,  that  the 
licensee  or  grantee  must  have  entered  into 
possession,  expended  money,  and  made  im- 
provements in  such  manner  and  to  such  an 
extent  that  a  refusal  to  enforce  the  agree- 
ment in  specific  terms  would  work  a  fraud 
upon  the  licensee  or  grantee.  10  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  412;  18  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  1146;  Baltimore 
d  H.  R.  Co,  V.  Algire,  65  Md.  337,  4  Atl. 
293.  See  note  to  Pifer  v.  Brotcn,  49  L.  R. 
A.  497.  It  is  also  true  that  the  alleged 
part  performance  relied  on  to  take  the  case 
out  of  the  statute  of  frauds  must  be  founded 
on,  and  referable  solely  to,  the  specific  terms 
of  the  agreement.  Johnson  v.  Skillman,  29 
Minn.  95,  43  Am.  Rep.  192,  12  N.  W.  149; 
Wheeler  v.  Reynolds,  66  N.  Y.  227;  Wise- 
man V.  Lucksinger,  84  N.  Y.  31,  38  Am. 
Rep.  479.  In  this  case  the  respondents 
had  parted  with  nothing  whatever.  They 
paid  no  consideration  for  the  perpetual 
easement  they  claim  to  have  purchased. 
They  were  out  nothing  for  the  construction 
of  the  stairway,  and  the  evidence  shows 
that  they  never  at  any  time  have  assisted  in 
maintaining  or  keeping  up  the  stairway,  or 
keeping  the  same  cleaned  or  lighted ;  nor  did 
the  respondents  offer  to  show  upon  the 
trial  what  agreement,  if  any,  they  made 
with  reference  to  the  maintenance  of  the 
stairway,  or  the  care  and  lighting  of  the 
same,  or  the  width  thereof,  or  the  character 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1905. 


Howes  v.  Babmon. 


571 


of  the  stairway  which  should  be  constructed 
or  maintained.  It  is  true  that  the  appel- 
lants'entered  into  the  possession  and  use  of 
the  5- foot  strip  of  land  which  respondents 
contend  was  to  be  given  as  a  consideration 
for  this  easement.  But  it  is  not  contended 
anywhere  that  the  use  of  this  strip  of  land 
was  of  any  greater  value  for  the  same  period 
of  time  than  was  the  right  to  pass  over  the 
stairway  for  a  like  period  of  time.  These 
rights  appear  to  have  been  mutual  and  in- 
terchangeable, and  one  would  apparently  off- 
set the  other.  This  arrangement  or  agree- 
ment should  be  interpreted  and  dealt  with 
in  the  light  of  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  parties  acted.  It  is  clearly  ap- 
parent from  the  testimony  of  both  Howes 
and  Barmon  that,  whatever  conversation 
or  agreement  they  had,  it  was  merely  in 
the  light  and  spirit  of  an  exchange  of 
neighborly  courtesies,  and  was  never  given 
the  consideration  which  the  parties  would 
attach  to  a  contract  which  looks  to  one  par- 
ty parting  with  the  fee  to  his  property,  and 
the  other  to  burdening  his  realty  with  a 
perpetual  servitude.  As  an'  instance  of  this, 
the  title  to  the  property  stood  on  the  rec- 
ords in  the  name  of  Mrs.  Barmon  at  the 
time  of  the  agreement,  and  yet  no  contract 
was  made  with  her,  and  nothing  appears  to 
have  been  said  in  reference  to  the  transfer 
of  title,  or  whether  or  not  the  property  wa» 
community  property,  or  the  separate  prop- 
erty of  the  wife. 

There  is  no  reason  shown  in  this  case, 
that  we  can  discover,  why  the  aid  of  a 
court  of  equity  should  be  invoked  in  behalf 
of  the  plaintiffs.  If  the  court  should  re- 
fuse to  decree  them  a  perpetual  easement  in 
this  stairway,  they  would  be  in  no  worse 
position  than  they  would  have 'been  in  the 
first  place,  had  the  Barmons  erected  their 
building  without  permitting  plaintiffs  to 
use  their  stairway.  In  that  event  Howes  & 
King  would  have  been  under  the  necessity 
•of  ereetinsf  a  stairway  by  means  of  which 
to  reach  the  second  story  of  their  building. 
They  have  parted  with  no  consideration  for 
the  use  of  this  stairway,  nor  have  they  lost 
any  property  or  right  by  reason  of  having 
necrlected  to  build  a  stairway  themselves. 
If  they  are  refused  a  decree  in  this  case,  they 
will  only  be  left  in  the  same  position  they 
orijrinnlly  occupied.  This  is  a  case  where  a 
refusal  by  the  court  to  grant  plaintiffs  a  de- 
cree will  leave  them  absolutely  in  statu  quo. 
But  courts  of  equity  grant  relief  in  such 
cases  upon  the  principal  theory  that  the 
parties  cannot  be  placed  in  the  position  they 
oricrinally  occupied,  and  therefore  equity 
will  compel  them  to  live  up  to  their  agree- 
ments. Here  the  reasons  for  equitable  in- 
terposition do  not  seem  to  exist,  and  we  do 
not  think  it  would  be  either  just  or  con- 
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scionable  for  a  court  to  encumber  the  appel- 
lants' property  with  a  perpetual  servitude, 
which  the  evidence  shows  would  depreciate 
the  property  from  10  to  25  per  cent.  The 
privileges  granted  by  appellants  to  respond- 
ents were  evidently  of  a  purely  personal 
character,  and  would  not  have  been  con- 
ferred on  a  stranger  to  the  licensors,  even 
though  he  had  had  title  to  the  Howes  &  King 
property.  But  if  the  easement  should  bu 
decreed  as  contended  for,  it  would  run  with 
the  Howes  &  King  property,  and  would  pass 
to  their  grantees,  whoever  they  might  be. 
After  the  perusal  of  a  great  number  of 
conflicting  and  inharmonious  decisions,  w(; 
have  been  unable  to  find  any  case  where 
the  courts  have  held  a  license  such  as  this 
irrevocable  on  the  ground  alone  that  the 
licensee  had  been  let  into  possession;  but 
in  such  cases,  where  specific  performance 
has  been  required,  the  courts  have  uniform- 
ly rested  their  decisions  upon  the  grounds 
that  the  licensee  had  not  only  been  let  into 
possession,  but  that  he  had  made  expendi- 
tures or  erected  valuable  improvements, 
for  which  he  could  not  be  adequately  com- 
pensated in  damages.  Lawrence  v.  Springer^ 
49  N.  J.  Eq.  289,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  702,  24 
Atl.  033;  Wheeler  v.  Reynolds,  66  N.  Y. 
227 ;  notes  to  cases  hereinbefore  cited.  The 
modern  decisions  seem  strongly  inclined  to 
hold  a  parol  agreement  looking  to  encum- 
bering real  property  with  a  servitude  as  a 
mere  license,  revocable  at  will,  and  this  we 
think  the  much  safer  rule.  While  this  court 
is  not  now  prepared  to  go  to  the  extent  an- 
nounced in  Crosdale  v.  Jjanigan,  129  N.  Y. 
604,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  551,  29  N.  E.  824,  still 
the  language  there  used  by  the  New  York 
court  appeals  to  us  as  both  safe  and  just, 
when  they  say:  "The  courts  in  this  state 
have  upheld  with  great  steadiness  the  gen- 
eral rule  that  a  parol  license  to  do  an  act  on 
the  land  of  the  licensor,  while  it  justifies 
anything  done  by  the  licensee  before  revoca- 
tion, is  nevertheless  revocable  at  the  option 
of  the  licensor;  and  this,  although  the  inten- 
tion was  to  confer  a  continuing  right,  and 
money  had  been  expended  by  the  licensee  up- 
on the  faith  of  the  license.  This  is  plainly 
the  rule  of  the  statute.  It  is  also,  we  be- 
lieve, the  rule  required  by  public  policy.  It 
prevents  the  burdening  of  lands  with  re- 
strictions founded  upon  oral  agreements 
easily  misunderstood."  See  also  Johnson  v. 
Skillman,  29  Minn.  95,  43  Am.  Rep.  192, 
12  N.  W.  149;  Cronkhite  v.  Cronkhite,  94 
N.  Y.  323;  St^  Louis  Nat,  Stockyards  v, 
Wiggins  Ferry  Co.  112  111.  384,  54  Am.  Rep. 
243;  Wood  v.  Michigan  Air  Line  R,  Co,  90 
Mich,  334,  61  N.  W.  263.  This  seems  to 
grow  out  of  the  proposition  that,  since  a 
parol  license  to  impress  real  property  with 
a  servitude  cannot  be  perpetual  or  irrevo- 
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cable,  on  account  of  the  prohibitions  of  the 
statute  of  frauds,  and  the  parties  not  having 
complied  with  the  requirements  of  the  stat- 
ute, they  will  be  presumed  to  have  dealt  in 
conformity  with  ]mjw,  and  therefore  to  have 
intended  a  license  rather  than  an  easement. 
The  trial  court  evidently  concluded  in  this 
case  that  the  acts  and  conduct  of  the  par- 
ties amounted  to  an  executed  contract  for  a 
perpetual  easement  over  the  appellants' 
property,  but  we  are  clearly  of  the  opinion 
that  it  only  amounted  to  a  license  revocable 
at  will.  It  follows  that  the  judgment  must 
be  reversed,  and  it  is  so  ordered.  The  cajuae 
is  remanded,  with  directions  to  enter  judg- 
ment in  accordance  with  the  views  herein 
expressed.     Costs  awarded  to  appellants. 

8tooksl«s«r»  Ch.,  J.,  and  SnlliTan,  J., 
concur. 


W.  G.  WHITNEY,  Respt., 

V, 

E.    H.   DEWEY,   Appt, 
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^1.  "Where  «  motion  for  a  new  trlol  has 
been  made,  and  the  statement  used  on  such 
motion  contained  an  assignment  and  speci- 
fication of  errors,  and  an  appeal  Is  taken 
from  the  order  denying  the  motion,  and  the 
original  brief  of  appellant  contains  no  enu- 
meration of  errors  relied  on,  but  refers  to  the 
transcript  and  discusses  such  errors,  and 
prior  to  the  argument  in  the  appellate  court 
a  supplemental  brief  Is  filed  by  appellant, 
malcing  a  specific  enumeration  of  such  errors, 
the  same  will  be  regarded  as  a  substantial 
compliance  with  the  rules  of  this  court,  and 
the  case  will  be  examined  on  the  merits. 

2.  Section  4427,  Rev.  Stat.  1887,  slves  to 
an  afrirrleved  party  «»  exeeptlon  to 
the  rnllnar  of  the  court  in  granting  or 
overruling  a  motion  for  a  new  trial,  and 
on  appeal  from  such  order  the  appellant  is 
entitled  to  have  the  assignment  and  specifi- 
cation of  errors  contained  in  his  statement 
used  on  the  hearing  of  such  motion  examined 
and   considered   by  the  appellate  court. 

8.  A  deed  ahaolnte  on  Its  face  cannot 
be  delivered  to  the  arrantee  therein 
named,  to  be  by  him  held  in  escrow;  and  a 
delivery  which  purports  to  be  such  will  op- 
erate as  absolute  and  freed  from  all  parol 
conditions,  and  title  will  vest  at  once. 

4.  It  is  a  settled  principle  of  law  that 
the  evidence  of  delivery  of  a  deed 
must  come  from  without  the  deed ;  in  other 
words,  a  deed  does  not  upon  its  face  show 
delivery,  and  therefore  parol  evidence  is  ad- 
missible to  show  such  fact. 

6.  Parol    evidence    is    inadmissible 


to 
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Note. — For  a  case  in  this  series  holding  that 
a  deed  cannot  be  delivered   in   escrow   to   the 
grantee,  see  Darling  v.  Butler,  10  L.  R.  A.  460. 
with  note  as  to  definition  of  escrow. 
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show  that  a  deed  delivered  to  the 
arrantee  and  absolute  on  its  face  shall  Uke 
effect  only  upon  the  performance  of  some  con- 
dition or  the  happening  of  some  contingency 
unexpressed  therein. 
O.  In  such  case  the  vestinar  of  title  is 
determined  by  the  legal  effect  of  the  terms 
of  the  grant,  and  cannot  be  controlled  by 
parol  evidence. 

7.  A  arrantor  cannot  by  warranty  deed, 
absolute  on  its  face,  and  free  from 
conditions  or  restrictions,  convey  such 
a  title  to  his  grantee  as  will  enable  the 
grantee  to  pass  a  good  title  to  a  specific  cor- 
poration, and  at  the  same  time  attach  such 
parol  conditions  to  the  deed  upon  its  de- 
livery as  to  preclude  the  grantee  from  trans- 
ferring an  equally  good  title  to  any  other 
person  or  corporation. 

8.  IVhere  B.  executes  a  warranty  deed 
free  front  any  conditions  or  Qu'ailfl- 
cations  as  to  the  vesting  of  title,  and  de- 
livers it  to  the  grantee,  W..  accompanied  with 
a  contemporaneous  parol  agreement  to  the  ef- 
fect that  W.  shall  form  a  corporation  and 
deed  the  property  to  such  corporation,  and 
thereupon  pay  B.  $1,000  cash  and  deliver 
to  B.  $5,000  worth  of  first-mortgage  bonds 
of  the  corporation  secured  on  the  property 
so  deeded,  and  the  deed  is  placed  in  the  hands 
of  the  grantee  to  facilitate  such  transaction, 
— Beld,  that  the  delivery  was  absolute,  and 
title  vested  at  once  in  the  grantee. 

0.  Even  thouarh  a  valid  delivery  of  a 
deed  had  not  been  made  at  the  time  of 
its  execution,  still  the  grantor  may  thereafter 
ratify  the  wrongful  taking  of  the  deed  by  the 
grantee  after  the  grantor  has  acquired  com- 
plete knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  transac- 
tion, and  thereby  perfect  the  title. 

(February  23,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Canyon 
County  in^  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to'  quiet  title  to  certain  real  es- 
tate.    Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  K.  M.  Rniok  and  TXT.  E.  Borali, 
for  appellant: 

There  is  no  rule  of  pleading  and  practice 
which  will  permit  an  allegation  that  a  deed 
was  delivered  under  the  terms  of  a  written 
contract,  and  proof  of  the  fact  that  it  was 
delivered  under  an  oral  contract,  when  the 
question  of  delivery  is  not  an  incident,  but 
goes  to  the  vital  controversy  in  the  case, 
and  to  the  very  validity  of  the  deed  itself. 

Spader  v.  McXell  130  Cal.  500,  62  Pac. 
828;  Frazier  v.  Ehenezer  Baptist  Church, 
60  Kan.  404,  56  Pac.  7r>2:  Westchester  F. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  CoverdalCy  9  Kan.  App.  651,  58 
Pac.  1029;  Maynard  v.  Firemen's  Fund  Ins. 
Co.  34  Cal.  60,  91  Am.  Dec.  672;  Stout  v. 
Coffin,  28  Cal.  65;  Cox  v.  McLaughlin,  63 
Cal.  207;  Hinkle  v.  San  Francisco  rf  .V.  P. 
R.  Co.  55  Cal.  627;  Perkins  Windmill  d 
Ax  Co.  v.  Yeoman,  23  Ind.  App.  483,  55  N. 
E.  782;  Stewart  v.  Cleveland,  C.  C.  d  St.  L. 
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R,  Co,  21  Ind.  App.  218,  62  N.  E.  80; 
Trueblood  v.  Shellhouse,  19  Ind.  App.  91, 
49  N.  E.  47  J  BrotDning  v.  WcUbrun,  45  Mo. 
477;  Olick  v.  Weathenoax,  14  Wash.  560, 
45  Pac.  156;  Wheeler  v.  Schady  7  Nev.  204; 
Adams  v.  Eicks,  41  Tex.  239;  /2o(7era  v. 
Kimball,  121  Cal.  247,  63  Pac.  649;  Man- 
dran  v.  OotuD,  51  Cal.  151. 

If  a  writing  imports  upon  its  face  to  be 
a  complete  expression  of  the  whole  agree- 
moit,  it  is  to  be  presumed  that  the  parties 
have  introduced  into  it  every  material  item 
and  term;  and  parol  evidence  cannot  be  ad- 
mitted to  add  another  term  to  the  agree- 
ment^ although  the  writing  contains  noth- 
ing on  the  particular  one  to  which  the 
parol  evidence  is  directed. 

Harrison  v.  McOormiok,  89  Cal.  327,  23 
Am.  St.  Rep.  469,  26  Pac.  830;  Nicholson 
V.  Tarpey,  89  Cal.  617,  26  Pac.  1102;  Thomp- 
son V.  Libby,  34  Minn.  374,  26  N.  W.  1; 
Naumberg  v.  Young,  44  N.  J.  L.  333,  43  Am. 
Rep.  380;  Hei  v.  Heller,  53  Wis.  415,  10 
N.  W.  620;  Orecry  v.  Holly,  14  Wend.  26; 
Stone  V.  Harmon,  31  Minn.  512,  19  N.  W. 
88 ;  Machey  v.  Magnon,  12  Colo.  App.  137, 54 
Pac.  907;  Ming  v.  Pratt,  22  Mont.  262,  56 
Pac.  279;  Judson  v.  Malloy,  40  Cal.  307; 
Molntosh-Huntington  Co.  v.  Rice,  13  Colo. 
App.  393,  68  Pac.  358;  Irving  v.  Cunning- 
ham, 66  Cal.  15,  4  Pac.  766;  Liverpool,  L. 
d  G.  Ins.  Co.  y.  T.  M.  Richardson  Lumber 
Co.  11  Okla.  585,  69  Pac.  938;  Forsyth  Mfg. 
Ce,  v.  Castlen,  112  Ga.  199,  81  Am.  St.  Rep. 
28,  37  S.  E.  485;  Hand  v.  Miller,  58  App. 
Div.  126,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  531;  Hilgar  v. 
Miller,  42  Or.  552,  72  Pac.  319. 

Whether  a  deed  passes  title  or  not  must 
be  determined  by  its  legal  effect.  If  it 
has  been  executed  and  delivered  its  effect 
is  determined  by  its  language.  The  deed 
cannot  be  delivered  to  the  grantee  as  an 
escrow. 

Mowry  v.  Heney,  86  Cal.  471,  26  Pac.  18; 
Co.  Litt.  36a/  Williams  v.  Oreen,  Cro.  Eliz. 
pt.  2,  p.  884;  Shep.  Touch.  59;  Whyddon^s 
Case,  Cro.  Eliz.  pt.  2,  p.  520;  Braman  v. 
Bingham,  26  N.  Y.  483;  Worrall  v.  Munn, 
5  N.  Y.  238,  55  Am.  Dec.  330;  BUwitt  v. 
Boorum.  142  N.  Y.  357,  40  Am.  St.  Rep. 
600,  37  N.  E.  119;  Lawton  v.  Sager,  11  Barb. 
349;  Fairbanks  v.  Metcalf,  8  Mass.  237; 
Ward  v.  Lewis,  4  Pick.  518;  Darling  v. 
Butler,  10  L.  R.  A.  469,  45  Fed.  332;  Hub- 
bard V.  Qreeley,  84  Me.  340,  17  L.  R.  A. 
611,  24  Atl.  799;  Hargrave  v.  Melbourne, 
86  Ala.  270,  5  So.  285;  Richmond  v.  Mor- 
ford,  4  Wash.  337,  30  Pac.  241,  31  Pac.  513; 
Stevenson  v.  Crapnell,  114  111.  19,  28  N.  E. 
379;  Neely  v.  Lewis,  10  111.  31;  3  Washb. 
Real  Prop.  267;  Kingsbury  v.  Bumside,  58 
111.  310,  11  Am.  Rep.  67;  Jackson  v.  Cleve- 
land, 15  Mich.  94,  90  Am.  Dec.  266;  Baker 
v.  Bakm-,  159  111.  394,  42  N.  E.  867;  McCann 
69  L.  R.  A. 


▼.  Atherton,  106  111.  35;  Oaston  v.  Port- 
land, 16  Or.  255,  19  Pac.  130;  Miller  v. 
Fletcher,  27  Gratt.  403,  21  Am.  Rep.  356; 
Wadsworth  v.  Warren,  12  Wall.  313,  20  L. 
ed.  404. 

There  was  an  attempt  to  show  by  parol 
evidence  a  trust  which  is  in  the  teeth  of 
our  statute  of  frauds. 

Rev.  Stat.  §  607;  Feeney  ▼.  Howard,  79 
Cal.  525,  4  L.  R.  A.  826,  12  Am.  St.  Rep. 
162,  21  Pac.  985;  Johnson  v.  Calnan,  19 
Colo.  168,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  224,  34  Pac. 
905;  Doran  v.  Doran,  99  Cal.  311,  33  Pac. 
929;  Highland  Park  Co.  ▼.  Walker,  13  Colo. 
App.   352,   57    Pac   759. 

If  the  grantor  delivers  the  deed  to  the 
grantee,  the  law  will  not  allow  the  solemn 
recital  therein  of  conveyance  and  delivery  to 
be  so  modified  as  to  show  that  it  was  held 
by  the  grantee  in  escrow,  or  for  some  other 
purpose  than   that  of  conveying  title. 

Mays  v.  Shields,  117  Ga.  §14,  45  S.  E.  68; 
Sims  v.  Oreenfield  d  N.  R.  Co.  102  Mo. 
App.  29,  74  S.  W.  421;  Findley  v.  Means, 
71  Ark.  289,  73  S.  W.  101;  Galveston,  H. 
d  8.  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Pf suffer,  56  Tex.  72; 
Ward  V.  Dougherty,  75  Cal.  240,  7  Am.  St. 
Rep.  151,  17  Pac.  193;  Tunison  v.  Chamb- 
lin,  88  111.  379;  McClendon  v.  Brookett,  32 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  150,  73  S.  W.  854;  Hoffmire 
V.  Martin,  29  Or.  240,  45  Pac.  754;  Bury  v. 
Young,  98  Cal.  446,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  186, 
33  Pac.  338;  Ruiz  v.  Dow,  113  Cal.  490,  45 
Pac.  867;  Foley  v.  Cowgill,  5  Blackf.  18, 
32  Am.  Dec.  49;  Hicks  v.  Qoode,  12  I^igh, 
479,  37  Am.  Dec.  677;  Moss  v.  Riddle,  5 
Cranch,  351,  3  L.  ed.  123;  McOee  v.  Allison, 
94  Iowa,  527,  63  N.  W.  324;  Beers  v.  Beers, 
22  Mich.  43;  Blewett  v.  Front-Street  Cable 
R.  Co.  49  Fed.  126;  Bryan  v.  Walsh,  7  111. 
.567. 

There  was  a  complete  delivery. 

McLennan  v.  McDonnell,  78  Cal.  273,  20 
Pac.  566;  Kenniff  v.  Caulfield,  140  Cal.  34, 
73  Pac.  803;  Standiford  v.  Standiford,  97 
Mo.  231,  3  L.  R.  A.  299,  10  S.  Wr  836; 
Hoffmire  v.  Martin,  29  Or.  240,  45  Pac. 
754;  Wittnibrock  v.  Cass,  110  Cal.  1,  42 
Pac.  ,300;  Martin  v.  Flaharty,  13  Mont.  96, 
19  L.  R.  A.  242,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  415,  32 
Pac.  287:  Phelan  v.  Hyland,  197  111.  395.  64 
N.  E.  360:  Schlicher  v.  Keeler,  61  N.  J.  Eq. 
394,  48  Atl.  393;  Doe  ex  dem.  Smith  v.  Roe, 
3  Penn.  (Del.)  23.3,  50  Atl.  59;  Adams 
V.  Baker,  50  W.  Va.  249,  40  S.  E.  356; 
Delaplain  v.  Grubb,  44  W.  Va.  612,  67  Am. 
St.  Rep.  788,  30  S.  E.  201;  Hargrave  v. 
Melbourne,  86  Ala.  270,  5  So.  285. 

The  transfer  was  ratified. 

McNulty  V.  McNulty,  47  Kan.  208,  27 
Pac.  821;  Tucker  v.  Allen,  16  Kan.  312; 
Devin  v.  Himer,  29  Iowa,  297 ;  Hall  v.  Van- 
ness,  49  Pa.  457 ;  Pittman  v.  Soflsy,  64  111. 
155;  Swisher  v.  Palmer,  106  III.  App.  432; 
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Taylor  v.  Smith,  61  App.  Div.  623,  71  N.  Y. 
Supp.  160;  Harkness  v.  Cleaves,  113  Iowa, 
140,  84  N.  W.  1033;  Holhrook  v.  Chamber- 
lin,  116  Mass.  155,  17  Am.  Rep.  146;  Parker 
V.  Hill,  8  Met.  447;  Cook  v.  Patrick,  135  Dl. 
499,  11  L.  R.  A.  673,  26  N.  E.  658. 

If  65^9.  0«  O.  Haga  and  Hawley,  Piiok- 
ett,  &c  Hawley,  for  respondent: 

Appellant  has  assigned  no  error  in  this 
court  on  which  he  relies  or  seeks  a  reversal 
of  the  judgment  entered  against  him,  con- 
trary to  thQ  established  rules  of  practice 
and  the  rules  of  this  court. 

Key.  Stat.  §  3863;  8  Am.^  £ng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  29;  Hamon  v.  McCue,  43  Cal.  178; 
United  States  v.  Tidball,  3  Ariz.  384,  29 
Pac.  385;  Williston  v.  Fisher,  28  111.  43. 

The  failure  to  file  assignment  of  errors 
must  entail  an  affirmance  of  the  judgment 
or  decree. 

McNeill  V.  Kyle,  86  Ala.  338,  5  So.  461; 
Putnam  v.  Putnam,  3  Ariz.  182,  24  Pac. 
.320;  Olohe  Invest.  Co.  v.  Boyum,  3  N.  D. 
538,  58  N.  W.  339;  2  Enc.  PL  &  Pr.  pp. 
922-927;  Rehberg  v.  Qreiser,  24  Mont.  487, 
62  Pac  820,  63  Pac.  41 ;  Charles  Schatzlein 
Paint  Co.  v.  Oodin,  24  Mont.  483,  62  Pac. 
819;  Shilling  v.  Curran,  30  Mont.  370,  76 
Pac.  998;  Purdy  v.  Steel,  1  Idaho,  216; 
Brovelli  v.  Bianchi,  136  Cal.  612,  69  Pac. 
416;  Squires  v.  Foorm^n,  10  Cal.  298;  Hag- 
gin  V.  Clark,  28  Cal.  162;  Haas  v.  Pueblo 
County,  5  Colo.  125;  Johnson  v.  Robinson, 

68  Tex.  399,  4  S.  W.  625;  Sohroeder  v. 
Schmidt,  74  Cal.  459,  16  Pac.  243;  Malone 
V.  Del  Norte  County,  77  Cal.  217,  19  Pac. 
422;  Pearson  v.  Flanagan,  52  Tex.  266; 
Chappell  V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co,  76  Tex.  82, 
12  S.  W.  977;  San  Antonio  d  A.  P.  R.  Co, 
V.  Adams,  6  Tex.  Civ.  App.  102,  24  S.  W. 
839;  Hutton  v.  Reed,  25  Cal.  479;  Breu)- 
ster  V.  Johnson,  61  Cal.  222;  McCormack  v. 
Phillips,  4  Dak.  606,  34  N.  W.  39;  Syndi- 
cate Improv.   Co.  v.   Bradley,  6  Wyo.   171, 

43  Pac.  79,  44  Pac.  60;  Ashley  v.  Martin, 
50  Ala,' 637;  Ashman  v.  Flint  d  P.  M.  R.  Co. 
90  Mich.  667,  51  N.  W.  645;  Bishop  v.  Mid- 
dleton,  43  Neb.  10,  26  L.  R.  A.  445,  61  N. 
W.  129;  Daggs  v.  Hoskins,  6  Ariz.  236,  62 
Pac.  350;  Penny  v.  Fellner,  6  Okla.  386,  50 
Pac.  123;  Oavin  v.  Oavin,  92  Cal.  292,  28 
Pac.  567;  Kyle  v.  Craig,  126  Cal.  107,  67 
Pac.  791;  Jay  v.  Zeissness,  6  Okla.  591,  62 
Pac.  928. 

Errors  must  be  separately  stated  and  dis- 
tinctly pointed  out;  general  assignments 
are  not  sufficient. 

Bell  v.  Southern  P.  R,  Co.  144  Cal.  560. 
77  Pac  1124;  Louisville.  N.  A.  &  0,  R.  Co. 
v.  Renicker,  8  Ind.  App.  404,  35  N.  E.  1047 ; 
Eagle   Fire   Co.   v.    Globe   Loan    d   T.    Co. 

44  Neb.  380,  62  N.  W.  895;  Sigler  v.  McCon-, 
nell,  46  Neb.  698,  63  N.  W.  870;  Chicago, 
R,  L  d  P.  R,  Co.  v.  Moifitt,  76  111.  524; 
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Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Van  Vleok,  40  111. 
App.  367 ;  Phillips  v.  Owsley,  4  Ky.  L.  Rep. 
832;  Honeyoutt  v.  St.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  S.  R. 
Co.  40  Mo.  App.  674;  Archbishop  v.  Hack, 
23  Or.  636,  32  Pac.  402;  McOullough  v.  Mar- 
tin (Ind.  App.)  36  N.  E.  719;  Saunders  v. 
Montgomery,  143  Ind.  186,  41  N.  E.  453; 
McCormack  v.  Phillips,  4  Dak.  606,  34  N. 
W.  39;  Christian  v.  Bowman,  49  Minn.  99, 
51  N.  W.  663;  Stephenson  v.  Flagg,  41  Neb. 
371,  69  N.  W.  785;  Reilly  v.  Atchison,  4 
Ariz.  72,  32  Pac  262 ;  Bill  v.  Klaus,  4  Dak. 
328,  30  N.  W.  171;  Commercial  Nat.  Bank 
v.  BHll,  37  Neb.  626,  56  N.  W.  382;  Sher- 
man v.  Shaw,  9  Nev.  148;  Metropolitan 
Nat.  Bank  v.  Rogers,  3  C.  C.  A.  666,  3 
U.  S.  App.  406,  63  Fed.  776;  Richardson 
V.  Walton,  9  C.  C.  A.  604,  17  U.  S.  App. 
626,  61  Fed.  635;  Nading  v.  Elliott,  137 
Ind.  261,  36  N.  E.  695;  Dabney's  Appeal, 
120  Pa.  344,  14  Atl.  168;  Lutlopp  v.  Heck- 
mann,  70  N.  J.  L.  272,  67  Atl.  1046;  Vinall 
v.  Hendricks  (Ind.  App.)  71  N.  E.  682: 
Lincoln  v.  Bailey  (Neb.)  99  N.  W.  830; 
Bitter  v.  Moiuit  Lumber  d  Invest.  Co.  27 
Colo.  120,  59  Pac.  403;  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R, 
Co.  V.  German  Ins.  Co.  2  Kan.  App.  395, 
42  Pac  594 ;  Case  v.  Jacobitz,  9  Kan.  App. 
842,  62  Pac.  115;  Whitinger  v.  Nelson,  2ff 
Ind.  441;  Bartholomew  v.  Preston,  46  Ind. 
286;  Pierce  v.  Manning,  2  S.  D.  617,  61  N. 
W.  332;  Toulouse  v.  Burkett,  2  Idaho,  184, 
10  Pac.  26;  Rice  v.  Innskcep,  34  Cal.  224; 
Prince  v.  Lynch,  38  Cal.  631,  99  Am.  Dec. 
427;  Pico  v.  Cuyas,  47  Cal.  174;  Warren  v. 
Quill,  9  Nev.  264;  Glaser  v.  Glaser,  13  Okla. 
389,  74  Pac.  944;  Borgerson  v.  Cook  Stone 
Co.  91  Minn.  91,  97  N.  W.  734;  McNah  v. 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  12  N.  D.  668,  98  N.  W. 
353;  Lichty  v.  Clark,  10  Neb.  472,  6  N.  W. 
760;  United  States  v.  Trabing,  3  Wyo.  147, 
6  Pac.  721;  Hawkins  v.  Hubbard,  2  S.  D. 
633,  61  N.  W.  774;  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Com- 
fort, 4  Dak.  167,  28  N.  W.  855;  Myers  v. 
Longstaff,  14  S.  D.  98,  84  N.  W.  233;  Boyd 
V.  Bryan,  11  Okla.  56,  65  Pac  940. 

The  statement  used  on  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  when  used  on  an  appeal  from  a  judg- 
ment, takes  the  place  of  a  bill  of  exceptions 
only,  and  only  errors  of  law  therein  con- 
tained, if  properly  specified,  can  be  consid- 
ered. 

Rev.  Stat.  §  4426;  Carpentier  v.  William- 
son, 25  Cal.  158;  United  States  v.  Trabit^,  3 
Wyo.  147,  6  Pac.  721 ;  Withers  ▼.  Kemper, 
25  Mont.  432,  66  Pac  422. 

Declarations  of  White  against  his  title 
under  such  a  deed  are  admissible. 

Stanley  v.  Ch-een,  12  Cal.  164;  Daly  v. 
Josslyn,  7  Idaho,  657,  66  Pac  442. 

The  deed  was  not  delivered  to  White,  in 
the  sense  that  such  term  is  used  in  the 
conveyance  of  real  property. 

9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  164;  Black 
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▼.  Sharkey,  104  Cal.  279,  37  Pac.  939;  Bran- 
son V.  Oregonian  R,  Co,  11  Or.  161,  2  Pac. 
86 ;  Lee  t.  Richmond,  90  Iowa,  695,  67  N.  W. 
613;  Steel  v.  Miller,  40  Iowa,  403;  Berk- 
shire V.  Peterson,  83  Iowa,  197,  48  N. 
W.  1036;  Hetid  Bros,  v.  TJiompson,  77  Iowa, 
267,  42  N.  W.  188;  Bunn  v.  Stuart,  183  Mo. 
376,  81  S.  W.  1091;  Hastings  v.  Vaughan, 

6  Cal.  316;  Oilmore  v.  Morris,  13  Mo.  App. 
114;  Shaw  ▼.  Cunningham,  16  S.  G.  631; 
Lindsay  v.  Ltfufooy,  11  Vt,  621 ;  Hurlhurt  v. 
WAccZ«r,  40  N.  H.  73;  i)«n  ««  dem.  Farlee 
V.  /i'aWee,  21  N.  J.  L.  279;  fif^oney  v.  Win- 
terhalter,  8  Sadler  (Pa.)  492,  11  Atl.  Oil; 
Stephens  t.  Buffalo  d  N.  T,  City  R.  Co,  20 
Barb.  332. 

There  can  be  no  delivery  without  an  ac- 
ceptance. 

Bcardsley  ▼.  Hilson,  94  Ga.  60,  20  S.  E. 
272;  Hall  v.  Hall,  107  Mo.  101,  17  S.  W. 
811;  Ouggenheimer  v.  L^ckridge,  39  W.  Va. 
457,  19  S.  E.  874;  Moore  v.  Flynn,  135  111. 
74,  26  N.  E.  844;  Metcalfe  v.  Brandon,  60 
Miss.. 685;  Koehler  v.  Hughes,  148  N.  Y. 
.507,  42  N.  E.  1051;  Bremmerman  v.  Jen- 
nings, 101  Ind.  263;  Com,  v.  Jackson,  10 
Bush,  424;  Meigs  v.  Dexter,  172  Mass.  217, 
52  N.  E.  75;  Hawkes  v.  Pifce,  105  Mass.  661, 

7  Am.  Rep.  554;  Comer  v.  Baldtrin,  16 
Minn.  172,  Gil.  151;  Stephens  v.  Buffalo 
d  N,  Y.  City  R.  Co.  20  Barb.  332;  Steffian 
V.  Milmo  Nat,  Bank,  69  Tex.  613,  6  S.  W. 
823;  Wheeler  d  W.  Mfg.  Co,  v.  Briggs, 
(Tex.)  18  S.  W.  655;  Wiggins  v.  Lusk,  12 
111.  132;  Woodbury  y.  Fisher,  20  Ind.  387, 
83  Am.  Dec.  325;  Doe  ex  dem.  Herbert  ▼. 
Herbert,  1  Breese  (111.)  278,  12  Am.  Dec. 
192;  M'Oehee  v.  White,  31  Miss.  41; 
Deere  v.  Nelson,  73  Iowa,  187,  34  N.  W. 
809;  Higman  v.  Stewart,  38  Mich.  513; 
Jummel  v.  Mann,  80  111.  App.  288;  Stevens 
V.  Stevens,  150  Mass.  567,  23  N.  E.  378; 
Leppoo  V.  National  Union  Bank,  32  Md. 
136;  Kearny  v.  Jeffries,  48  Miss.  343;  BuZ- 
H*t  V.  Taylor,  34  Miss.  741,  69  Am.  Dec. 
412;  2  Waahb.  Real  Prop.  581;  Tuttle  v. 
Turner,  28  Tex.  759 ;  Huliok  v.  fifcovii,  9  111. 
169. 

There  will  be  no  presumption  of  accept- 
ance on  the  part  of  the  grantee  where  a 
burden  would  be  Imposed  upon  him  by  sucli 
presumption,  as  the  payment  of  a  consid- 
eration. In  such  cases  the  acceptance  must 
be  clearly  proved. 

Clifford  V.  McCloskey,  38  Hun,  350;  Jef- 
ferson County  Bldg.  Asso.  v.  Heil,  81  Ky, 
613;  Rittmcster  v.  Brisbane.  19  Colo.  371, 
35  Pac  736;  3  Waehb.  Real  Prop.  6th  ed.  § 
2160. 

White  is  estopped  from  asserting  his  se- 
cret equities  against  Whitney. 

Bigelow,  Estoppel,  p.  647;  Ewart,  Estop- 
pel, p.  96;  Davis  v.  Handy,  37  N,  H.  66; 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Rangeley  v.  Spring,  21  Me.  130;   Horn  v. 
Cole,  61  N.  H.  287,  12  Am.  Rep.  111. 
On  petition  for  rehearing. 

Respondent  and  Willard  White  were  part- 
ners, associated  together  imder  the  contract 
of  September  7,  1899;  the  testimony  in  ques- 
tion consists  of  admissions  and  declara- 
tions made  by  one  partner  to  the  other 
during  the  partnership,  and  concerning  the 
very  matter  for  which  the  parties  were  asso- 
ciated together. 

The  utmost  good  faith  is  due  from  every 
member  of  a  partnership  towards  every 
other  member;  and  if  any  dispute  arises 
between  partners  touching  any  transaction, 
by  which  one  seeks  tp  benefit  himself  at  the 
expense  of  the  firm,  or  the  other  member  or 
members,  "he  will  be  required  to  show  not 
only  that  he  has  the  law  on  his  side,  but 
that  his  conduct  will  bear  to  be  tried  by  the 
highest  standard  of  honor." 

Roby  V.  Colehour,  135  111.  300,  25  N.  E. 
777 ;  Shumaker,  Partn.  pp.  236-242 ;  22  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  114. 

Appellant  stands  in  the  shoes  of  White. 
White  repeatedly  stated  to  his  partner  and 
associate  Whitney,  the  man  to  whom  it  was 
his  duty  fully  and  truthfully  to  disclose  the 
facts,  that  the  deed  was  given  to  him  in 
trust;  that  there  were  restrictions  thrown 
around  it;  that  it  was  not  to  be  used  until 
the  conditions  of  the  contract  of  December 
26th  had  been  complied  with. 

The  rule  excluding  parol  testimony  to 
show  conditions  attached  to  a  deed  was  not 
intended  to  be  binding  on  the  grantee  so  as 
to  bar  him  from  showing  that  there  were 
conditions  intended  which  were,  in  fact, 
against  his  interest. 

The  admissions  and  declarations  against 
interests  made  by  White  are  admissible  to 
show  that  he  took  the  deed  of  January  25th, 
1900,  with  certain  restrictions  and  condi- 
tions. 

If  Beery  conveys  to  White  on  condition 
that  White  shall  convey  to  a  corporation, 
which  shall  execute  certain  bonds,  make 
certain  payments  to  Beery,  and  construct 
certain  improvements  upon  the  land;  and 
then,  if  White  declines  to  carry  out  the  con- 
ditions, refuses  to  convey  to  the  corpora- 
tion, refuses  to  pay  the  money  or  issue  the 
bonds  but  transfers  the  property  to  Dewey 
in  direct  violation  of  the  conditions  6n 
which  the  transfer  was  made,  and  the  lat- 
ter takes  with  full  notice  of  the  conditions, 
— cannot  Beery,  or  tiiose  claiming  under 
him,  maintain  an  action  under  §  4538,  Rev. 
Stat.  1887,  against  the  pretended  claim  of 
Dewey  t 

Appellant  is  estopped,  by  the  established 
rules  of  estoppel,  from  asserting  title  in 
himself. 

22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.   114;   Oal- 
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braith  v.  Lunsford,  1  L.  R.  A.  622,  and  note, 
87  Tenn.  89,  9  S.  W.  366;  Dickerson  v.  Col- 
grove,  100  U.  S.  678,  26  L.  ed.  618;  Hen- 
Shaw  V.  Bissell,  18  Wall.  256,  21  L.  ed.  836; 
Continental  Nat,  Bank  v.  National  Bank, 
60  N.  Y.  676;  2  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  266. 

That  White  did  not  execute  a  formal 
assignment  of  this  contract  to  respondent  is 
wholly  immaterial,  as  equity  regards  that 
as  done  which  ought  to  be  done. 

1  Pom.  Eq.  Jur.  §§  363-377;  11  Am.  & 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  180. 

Equity  will  treat  the  person  in  whose 
favor  the  act  should  be  performed  as  clothed 
with  the  same  interest,  and  entitled  to  the 
same  rights,  as  if  thj  act  were  actually 
performed. 

16  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  136,  136;  Sour- 
toine  V.  Supreme  Lodge  K.  of  P.  12  Ind. 
App.  447,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  632,  40  N.  E. 
646;  Junction  R.  Co,  v.  Ruggles,  7  Ohio 
St.  1;  Remington  v.  Biggins,  64  Cal.  620; 
Randall  v.  White,  84  Ind.  609;  Ames  v. 
Richardson,  29  Minn.  330,  13  N.  W.  137; 
Mattes  V.  Frankel,  167  N.  Y.  603,  68  Am. 
St.  Rep.  804,  62  N.  E.  685 ;  Young  v.  Stamp- 
fler,  27  Wash.  350,  67  Pac.  721;  1  Pom. 
Eq.  Jur.  §  366;  Broom,  Legal  Maxims,  279. 

Ailahie,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

A  motion  was  made  in  this  ease  to  strike 
from  the  files  the  "supplemental  brief  of 
appellant,"  upon  the  grounds  that  the  sam** 
was  filed  without  permission  of  court  hav- 
ing been  obtilined,  and  for  the  further  rea- 
son that  there  is  no  authority  in  law,  or 
any  rule  of  this  court,  for  the  filing  of  o 
supplemental  brief.  It  appears  that  with- 
in the  time  prescribed  by  the  rules  of  this 
court  the  appellant  served  his  brief  upon 
the  respondent,  but  the  original  brief  filed 
by  appellant  contains  no  enumeration  of 
errors  relied  on  for  a  reversal  of  the  judg- 
ment. The  original  brief,  however,  discuss- 
es errors  complained  of,  and  refers  to  the 
page  and  folio  of  the  transcript  containing 
the  same.  Appellant  made  a  motion  for  a 
new  trial  in  the  lower  court,  and  his  st-ite- 
ment  on  motion  for  new  trial  contains 
specific  assignments  of  error  covering  nine 
pages  of  the  transcript,  and  are  directed  at 
both  the  insufficiency  of  the  evidence  to 
justify  the  findings,  decision,  and  judgment 
of  the  trial  court,  as  well  as  errors  of  law 
occurring  at  the  trial  in  the  admission  and 
exclusion  of  evidence.  After  the  service 
of  the  original  brief,  and  prior  to  the  calling 
of  the  case  for  oral  argument,  appellant  pre- 
pared, served,  and  filed  what  he  termed  a 
"supplemental  brief  of  appellant,"  in  which 
he  specifically  enumerates  the  errors  relied 
on  for  a  reversal  of  the  judgment;  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


it  is   this   brief  that   respondent   seeks   to 
have  stricken  from  the  files. 

Respondent  has  furnished  us  with  a  great 
many  authorities  to  the  effect  that  a  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  appellant  to  assign  errors 
is  fatal  to  the  appeal,  and  that  in  such  a 
case  the  appellate  court  cannot,  and  wUl 
not,  examine  the  transcript  for  the  purpose 
of  ascertaining  whether  or  not  error  has 
been  committed.  Purdy  v.  Steel,  1  Idaho, 
216,  holds  that  "all  exceptions  taken  in 
the  court  below  will  be  treated  as  waived, 
unless  the  matters  so  excepted  to  are  as- 
signed as  error  in  this  court;"  and  from 
the  opinion  in  that  case  it  seems  that  no 
assignment  of  error  was  ever  made,  either 
in  the  trial  court  on  motion  for  a  new  trial, 
or  contained  in  the  statement,  or  enumer- 
ated in  the  brief  in  this  court.  United 
States  V.  Tidhall,  3  Ariz.  384,  29  Pac.  386; 
Putnam  v.  Putnam,  3  Ariz.  182,  24  Pac, 
320;  and  Charouleau  v.  Shields  (Ariz.)  76 
Pac.  821,  are  all  from  the  Arizona  supreme 
court,  and  rest  upon  the  peculiar  statutes 
of  that  territory.  An  examination  of  these 
ca^cs  discloses  the  fact  that  there  is  a  stat- 
ute in  Arizona  requiring  the  assignment  of 
errors  to  be  filed  with  the  clerk  of  the  trial 
court  prior  to  the  printing  of  the  transcript, 
and  the  supreme  court  has  held  that  such 
statute  is  mandatory.  Haas  v.  Puehlo 
County,  6  Colo.  125,  holds  that  a  failure  to 
file  any  assignment  of  errors  in  the  appel- 
late court,  either  at  the  time  of  filing  the 
transcript  or  thereafter,  is  fatal,  and  that 
the  appeal  will  be  dismissed.  There  a  court 
rule  requires  the  appellant  to  assign  errors 
at  the  time  of  filing  the  transcript  of  record, 
and  provides  that  the  appeal  or  writ  of 
error  will  be  dismissed  for  failure  to  do  so. 
Rehherg  v.  Orciser,  24  Mont.  487,  62  Pac. 
820,  63  Pac.  41,  is  from  the  supreme  court 
of  Montana,  and  is  a  case  where  the  api)eal 
was  dismissed  for  failure  to  set  out  any 
specification  of  errors,  and  is  founded  on 
a  rule  very  similar  to  paragraph  1  of  rule 
6  of  this  court  (22  Mont,  xxx.,  57  Pac.  vi.)  ; 
but  the  court  there  held  that  the  filing  of 
such  an  enumeration  of  errors  was  not  juris- 
dictional, and  in  the  course  of  the  opinion 
referred  to  the  fact  that  in  other  cases  the 
court  had  disallowed  motions  to  dismiss 
for  such  failure.  It  was  held,  howe^'er, 
that  the  particular  case  then  under  con- 
sideration did  not  present  such  facts  as 
would  justify  them  in  disallowing  the  mo* 
tion.  BrovelH  v.  Bianchi,  136  Cal.  612,  69 
Pac.  416,  simply  holds  that  upon  an  appeal 
from  an  order  denying  a  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  where  "the  evidence  is  not  pointed 
out  in  the  brief  of  appellant,  and  no  sug- 
gestion made  as  to  the  respects  wherein  the 
evidence  fails  to  support  the  findings,"  the 
court   "will   not  endeavor   to   discover  the 
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respects  wherein  the  evidence  is  insufficient, 
but  will  presume  that  it  supports  every 
material  finding  of  fact."  Schroeder  v. 
Schmidt,  74  Cal.  450,  16  Pac.  243,  holds  that 
an  "error  [committed]  in  granting  a  non- 
suit .  .  .  cannot  be  reviewed  on  an 
appeal  from  an  order  refusing  a  new  trial, 
unless  it  was  excepted  to  on  the  trial, 
and  specified  as  error  in  the  statement  or 
bill  of  exceptions."  The  numerous  other 
authorities  cited  by  respondent  on  this  point 
are  practically  to  the  same  effect  as  those 
just  reviewed.  It  does  not  appear  from 
these  authorities  that  the  courts  are  in- 
clined to  refuse  to  examine  a  case  on  appeal 
where  the  errors  have  been  assigned  and 
specified  in  the  statement  on  motion  for 
new  trial  and  are  contained  in  the  tran- 
rtcripl  on  appeal,  even  though  they  are  not 
specifically  enumerated  in  the  brief.  In 
this  case,  however,  appellant  has  substan- 
tially complied  with  the  rule  in  filing  his 
supplemental  brief,  enumerating  the  errors, 
prior  to  the  case  being  called  for  argument 
in  this  court. 

Respondent  also  contends  that  the  appeal 
from  the  order  denying  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial  cannot  be  considered  in  this  court, 
on  the  ground  that  it  has  not  been  urged 
or  assigned  as  error  on  appeal.  Section 
4427,  Rev.  Stat.  1887,  allows  an  aggrieved 
party  an  exception  as  a  matter  of  law  to  an 
order  denying  his  motion  for  a  new  trial; 
and,  since  the  appellant  had  assigned  his 
errors  in  the  statement  and  bill  of  excep- 
tions used  on  the  hearing  of  the  motion, 
and  had  pointed  out  the  insufiiciency  of  the 
evidence  to  support  certain  findings  as  well 
as  the  errors  of  law  committed  at  the  trial, 
he  is  entitled  now,  upon  his  appeal  from 
such  order,  to  have  those  assignments  of 
error  examined  and  considered  in  this  court. 
It  is  true  that  some  of  the  courts,  to  whose 
decisions  counsel  have  called  our  attention, 
have  established  a  contrary  rule;  but  our 
appellate  practice  is  cumberaome  enough  at 
best,  and  we  are  not  inclined  to  place  such 
a  construction  on  the  statute  and  hold  to 
such  a  technical  observance  of  the  rules  of 
this  court  as  will  make  appeals  any  more 
difficult  of  prosecution  than  they  are  at 
])re8ent.  For  the  foregoing  reasons,  respon- 
dent's motion  will  be  denied,  and  the  case 
will  be  examined  on  its  merits. 

This  action  was  commenced  by  plaintiff, 
W.  G.  Whitney,  praying  for  a  decree  of  the 
court  quieting  his  title  in  and  to  lots  1,  2, 
3,  5,  and  6,  in  section  22,  towTiship  7  N.,  R. 
1  west,  Bois^  meridian,  and  situate  in  Bois^ 
.  and  Canyon  counties,  and  for  a  perpetual  in- 
junction against  the  defendant  thereafter 
asserting  any  chiim  whatever  in  or  to  the 
premises  described.  The  defendant  an- 
swered, denying  plaintiff's  right  and  title, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


and  setting  up  title  in  himself,  in  and  to 
an  undivided  one-half  interest  in  the  prem- 
ises described  in  the  complaint.  In  order 
to  properly  understand  this  case,  it  is  nec- 
essary to  recite  somewhat  at  length  the  his- 
tory of  the  dealings  and  transactions  be- 
tween the  plaintiff,  Whitney,  Willard  White 
(defendant's  grantor),  and  I.  R.  Beery  (the 
grantor  to  both  the.  plaintiff  and  White). 
The  contract  out  of  which  all  subsequent 
troubles  seem  to  have  grown  was  entered 
into  on  the  7th  day  of  September,  1899,  be- 
tween the  plaintiff,  Whitney,  and  Willard 
White,  and  is  as  follows: 

"This  agreement  witnesseth: 

Whereas,  W.  G.  Whitney  and  Willard 
White  having  acquired  a  dam,  log  storage 
and  power  site  on  the  Payette  river,  at  a 
point  called  the  Black  Rock  Canyon  about 
6  miles  above  the  town  of  Emmett,  in  Can- 
yon county,   Idaho,   and, 

Whereas,  it  is  proposed  to  secure  suffi- 
cient funds  with  which  to  erect  a  dam  at 
said  site,  about  30  feet  in  height  with  a 
view  to  creating  a  large  water  power  to  be 
used  in  sawing  lumber,  elevating  water 
upon  both  sides  of  the  Payette  river,  for 
the  purpose  of  irrigation,  and  for  gener- 
ating electric  power  to  be  utilized  for  rail- 
way and  such  other  purposes  as  may  be 
found  feasible. 

Now,  therefore,  in  consideration  of  the 
premises,'  each  of  the  parties  hereto  agrees 
to  give  his  best  efforts  to  the  immediate 
accomplishment  of  the  above-mentioned 
project,  and  does  agree  that  the  parties 
hereto  are  to  own  an  equal  interest  in  such 
undertaking,  share  and  share  alike. 

It  is  further  agreed  that;  in  the  event  the 
said  White  shall  fail  to  raise  sufficient  funds 
to  construct  said  dam,  or  fails  to  make  such 
progress  as  shall  be  satisfactory  to  said 
Whitney  within  one  year  from  the  date 
hereof,  the  said  White  agrees  to  assign  all 
his  riglit,  title,  and  interest  in  the  same 
to  said  Whitney. 

Witness  our  hands  and  seals  this  7th  day 
of  September,  1899. 
Witnessed  by:  W.  Garret  Whitney. 

Ben  I.  Bloch.  Willard  White. 

According  to  the  testimony,  White,  in 
pursuance  of  the  terms  of  the  contract  of 
September  7th,  went  east  for  the  purpose  of 
raising  money  and  procuring  a  contract  for 
the  proposed  dam  site,  and  on  the  26th 
day  of  December  of  the  same  year  entered 
into  a  contract  with  I.  R.  Beery,  of  Min- 
neapolis, Minn.,  as  follows: 

This  agreement  made  and  entered  into 
this  26th  day  of  December,  in  the  year  of 
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our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
ninety-nine. 

Between  I.  R.  Beery,  of  Minneapolis, 
Minnesota,  the  party  of  the  first  part,  and 
Willard  White  of  Bois6,  Idaho,  party  of  the 
second  part, 

Witnesseth,  that  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part  for  and  in  consideration  of  the 
covenants  and  agreements  on  the  part  of 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part  hereinafter 
contained,  agrees  to  sell  and  convey  unto 
the  said  party  of  the  second  part,  and  the 
said  second  party  agrees  to  buy,  all  those 
certain  lots,  pieces,  and  parcels  of  land, 
situate  in  the  counties  of  Canyon  and  Bois6, 
in  the  state  of  Idaho,  and  more  particularly 
described  as  follows,  to  wit :  Lots  one  ( 1 ) , 
two  (2),  three  (3),  five  (5),  and  six  (6)  of 
Section  twenty- two  (22),  Township  seven 
(7)  North,  Range  one  (1)  West,  B.  M.,  for 
the  sum  of  $6,000. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  in 
consideration  of  the  premises  agrees  to  pay 
to  the  said  party  of  the  first  part  the  sum 
of  $6,000,  to  wit: 

One  thousand  dollars  in  cash  on  or  be- 
fore February  1st,  1900,  and  $5,000  in  first- 
mortgage  bonds  in  a  corporation  to  be 
formed  for  the  purpose  of  developing  a  pow- 
er plant  at  a  point  upon  the  above-described 
property  known  as  the  Black  Rock  Canyon, 
said  bonds  to  be  issued  upon  said  property 
and  upon  such  improvements  as  shall  be 
placed  thereon. 

And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
agrees  to  pay  all  state  and  county  taxes 
or  assessments  of  whatsoever  nature  which 
are  now  or  may  become  due  on  the  premises 
above  described. 

In  the  event  of  failure  to  comply  with 
the  terms  hereof  by  the  said  party  of 
the  second  part,  the  said  party  of  the 
first  part  shall  be  relieved  from  all  obli- 
gations in  law  or  equity  to  convey  said  prop- 
erty, and  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
shall  forfeit  all  right  thereto  at  the  option 
of  the  party  of  the  first  part.  And  the  said 
party  of  the  first  part,  on  receiving  such 
payment  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
above  mentioned,  agrees  to  execute  and  de- 
liver to  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  or 
to  his  assigns  a  good  and  sufficient  deed 
for  the  conveying  and  assuring  to  the  said 
party  of  the  second  part  the  title  to  the 
above-described  premises  free  and  clear  of 
encumbrances  other  than  the  taxes  herein- 
before mentioned.  And  it  is  understood 
that  the  aforesaid  stipulations  are  to  apply 
to  and  bind  the  heirs,  executors,  administra- 
tors, and  assigns  of  the  respective  parties, 
and  that  the  said  party  of  the  second  part 
is  to  have  immediate  possession  of  said 
premises. 

In  witness  whereof,  the  said  parties  have 
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hereimto  set  their  hands  and  seals  the  day 

and  year  first  above  written. 

I.  R.  Beery, 
Willard  White. 

Thereafter,  and  on  the  26th  day  of  Janu- 
ary, 1900,  I.  R.  Beery  and  wife  made  and 
executed  their  warranty  deed  to  the  entire 
tract  of  land  and  premises  described  in  the 
complaint  in  this  action,  and  in  such  deed 
named  Willard  White  as  the  grantee,  and 
on  the  date  of  its  execution  the  deed  was . 
placed  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee,  White,  ^ 
at  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  and  was  there- 
after by  White  brought  back  to  the  state 
of  Idaho,  and  has  ever  since  been  in  White's 
possession  and  control.  As  to  whether  or 
not  the  deed  of  January  26th  was  ever  ac- 
tually delivered  within  the  contemplation 
of  law  is  a  vital  question  in  this  case. 

The  next  important  step  in  the  course  of 
these    transactions    occurred   on    April    26, 

1900,  when  Beery  and  White  entered  into  a 
new  agreement,  which  by  its  terms  provided 
that  it  should  take  the  place  of  the  for- 
mer agreement,  of  date  Dec^^iber  26th. 
The  important  part  of  the  agreement  of 
April  25th,  and  that  which  has  any  s>pe- 
cial  bearing  upon  the  matters  in  controversy 
in  this  action,  is  as  follows: 

Witnesseth,  that  whereas,  I.  R.  Beery, 
party  of  the  first  part,  is  the  equitable  own- 
er of  the  real  property  hereinafter  described, 
while  Willard  White,  party  of  the  second 
part,  holds  the  legal  title  thereto  by  virtue 
of  a  deed  heretofore  executed  by  the  said 
I.  R.  Beery,  and  wife,  under  an  agreement 
heretofore  entered  into  by  and  between  said 
Beery  and^said  White,  and 

Whereas,  it  is  desired  by  the  parties  t« 
enter  into  a  new  and  different  agreement  at 
this   time   in   relation   thereto, 

Now,  therefore,  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  mutual  covenants  hereinafter  con- 
tained, and  to  be  by  said  parties  paid,  kept, 
and  performed,  it  is  agreed :  That  said  Wil- 
lard White  has  this  day  become  the  owner, 
absolute,  of  the  equitable  as  well  as  the  legal 
title  to  a  one-half  interest,  undivided,  in 
the  property  hereinafter  described,  for  the 
consideration  of  seven  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars  ($750.00),  $150  of  which  said  gross 
sum  has  this  day  been  paid,  the  receipt 
whereof  by  said  Beery  is  hereby  acknowl- 
edged; $100  is  to  be  paid  on  or  before  May 
15th,  1900,  and  the  remainder  of  said  sum 
of  $750,  to  wit,  $500,  is  to  be  paid  on  or  be- 
fore January  Ist,  1901. 

Thereafter,  and  on  the  13th  day  of  May, 

1901,  the  plaintiff,  Whitney,  secured  from 
Beery  a  quitclaim  deed  to  the  lands  and 
premises  in  controversy,  the  title  to  which 
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he  Be^s  to  quiet  by  this  action,  and  which 
title  is  derived  from  Beery  through  the  me- 
dium of  this  deed  alone.  On  the  7th  day  of 
August,  1901,  White  executed  and  delivered 
a  quitclaim  deed  of  an  undivided  one-half 
interest  in  and  to  the  property  described,  to 
R.  M.  Cobban  and  George  H.  Casey,  and  on 
September  27,  1902,  Cobban  and  Casey  by  a 
quitclaim  deed  conveyed  their  undivided 
one-half  interest  to  the  defendant,  Dewey. 
Dewey  traces  his  title  through  a  chain  of 
quitclaim  deeds  back  to  the  warranty  deed 
executed  by  Beery  and  wife  on  January  25, 
1900. 

At  the  trial  the  court  permitted  the  plain- 
tiff to  introduce  the  testimony  of  I.  R.  Beery 
and  other  witnesses,  showing  a  parol  agree- 
ment and  understanding  had  between  White 
and  Beery  at  the  time  of  the  execution  of 
the  deed  of  January  25th,  and  by  the  terms 
of  which  agreement  it  is  contended  that  the 
deed  of  January  25th  was  delivered  upon 
conditions  thereafter  to  be  performed  and 
complied  with  by  tlte  grantee,  White,  and  on 
the  failure  to  perform  which  no  title  should 
pass  under  the  deed.  The  defendant  object- 
ed to  the  introduction  of  this  class  of  testi- 
mony, upon  the  grounds  that  the  complaint 
alleges  that  the  deed  was  placed  in  the  hands 
of  White  with  the  understanding  that  the 
same  should  take  effect  and  pass  title  from 
Beery  to  White  only  upon  a  compliance  by 
White  with  the  terms  and  conditions  of  the 
contract  of  December  26th,  and  that  to  per- 
mit parol  testimony  would  be  to  contradict 
a  written  contract,  and  for  the  further  rea- 
son that  parol  evidence  is  not  admissible  for 
the  purpose  of  showing  the  terms  and  con- 
ditions under  which  a  deed,  absolute  on  its 
face,  was  delivered  into  the  possession  of 
White.  The  substance  of  the  evidence  given 
on  this  point  is  fkirly  stated  by  the  grantor, 
Beery,  in  his  testimony,  as  follows:  **Mr. 
White  first  visited  me  about  the  26th  of 
December,  1899,  when  this  contract  was  exe- 
cuted. Then  he  returned  on  the  25th  of 
January,  at  the  time  we  made  the  deed. 
At  this  time  1  executed  and  delivered  to 
him  this  deed,  placed  it  in  his  possession 
personally  at  the  time  he  was  in  Minneapo- 
lis, and  he  carried  it  back  to  Idaho.  I  placed 
it  in  his  hands  so  that  the  matter  could  be 
closed  up  promptly  in  connection  with  the 
transferring  of  the  property  to  the  corpora- 
tion that  was  contemplated ;  these  bonds  were 
to  be  paid,  and  an  issue  of  bonds  on  this 
property  and  power  plant  and  ditches,  etc., 
contemplated.  I  was  to  be  paid  when  the 
matter  was  consummated  and  the  bonds 
ready  to  be  issued.  The  deed  was  placed  in 
liis  hands  to  facilitate  the  matter,  and  so 
that  we  all  coula  save  time.  Ht  could  pay 
me  when  he  used  the  deed,  just  as  though 
I  sent  the  deed  to  him  to  hold.  It  was  a 
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matter  of  trust  with  me."  Other  witnesses 
testified  to  subsequent  statements  made  by 
White  to  the  same  effect. 

The  deed  of  January  25th  from  Beery  to 
White  was  without  any  condition  or  reserva- 
tion whatever  expressed  on  the  face  of  the 
instrument,  and,  so  far  as  can  be  gathered 
from  the  indenture  itself,  it  is  absolute.  It 
is  admitted  that  this  deed  was  delivered  by 
the  grantor  into  the  personal  and  manual 
possession  and  control  of  the  grantee,  and 
passed  completely  from  the  control  and  di- 
rection of  the  grantor.  The  contention  made 
by  plaintiff  on  this  point  is  about  as  follows : 
That,  under  the  agreement  of  December 
26th,  White  was  expected  to  form  a  corpora- 
tion for  the  construction  of  a  big  dam  on  the 
Payette  river,  with  its  site  upon  the  lands  • 
in  controversy,  for  the  purposes  of  power 
and  irrigation,  and  that,  as  soon  as  the  cor- 
poration should  be  organized,  the  title  to 
this  property  should  be  conveyed  to  such 
corporation,  and  thereupon  Beery  should  be 
paid  the  sum  of  $1,000,  and  delivered  $5,000 
worth  of  first-mortgage  bonds  to  be  issued 
by  such  corporation  in  full  payment  for  the 
property.  And  the  plaintiff  contends  that 
the  deed  of  January  25th  was  executed  and 
delivered  under  the  terms  and  conditions 
of  the  agreement  of  December  26th,  and  that 
it  was  mutually  understood  and  agreed  be- 
tween the  grantor  and  grantee  at  the  time 
that  the  corporation  should  be  formed,  and 
that  accordingly  this  deed  was  delivered  to 
White  in  order  to  facilitate  the  transaction, 
and  enable  White  to  immediately  convey  the 
property  to  the  corporation  and  perfect  the 
title,  and  qualify  the  corporation  to  issue 
the  bonds  in  payment  of  the  balance  of  the 
purchase  price.  As  above  observed,  this 
deed  was  delivered  to  the  grantee,  and  con- 
tained upon  its  face  no  conditions  whatever 
precedent  to  the  vesting  of  title.  Appel- 
lant insists  that  the  facts  disclosed  in  this 
case  show  an  absolute  delivery  of  the  deed, 
and  that  parol  evidence  was  inadmissible 
to  attach  any  condition  to  the  vesting  of 
title  under  such  a  deed. 

It  is  a  well-settled  princi]^le  of.  law  that  a 
deed  cannot  be  delivered  by  the  grantor  to 
the  grantee  therein  named  to  be  held  by  the 
grantee  in  escrow.  If  such  thing  be  done, 
the  result  is  that  title  vests  at  once  in  the 
grantee.  The  holder  of  an  escrow  must  be 
a  third  party,  who  for  such  purpose  becomes 
the  agent  of  both  the  grantor  and  grantee. 
In  13  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  564,  the  writer 
of  the  text  says:  "A  deed  cannot  be  de- 
livered  as  an  escrow  to  the  grantee,  and  a 
delivery  which  purports  to  be  such  will 
operate  as  an  absolute  one.  This  rule, 
however,  applies  only  to  those  deeds  which 
are  upon  their  face  complete  contracts  re- 
quiring nothing  but  delivery  to  iinake  them 
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perfect,  and  does  not  apply  to  those  which 
upon  their  face  import  that  something  be- 
sides delivery  is  necessary  to  be  done  in 
order  to  make  them  complete."  The  writ- 
er cites  many  authorities  in  support  of 
that  text.  In  1  Devlin  on  Deeds,  §  314,  it 
is  said:  "A  deed  cannot  be  delivered  to  the 
grantee  as  an  escrow.  If  it  be  delivered  to 
him,  it  becomes  an  operative  deed,  freed 
from  any  condition  not  expressed  in  the 
deed  itself,  and  it  will  vest  the  title  in  him, 
though  this  may  be  contrary  to  the  inten- 
tion of  the  parties.  One  of  the  grounds 
upon  which  this  rule  is  based  is  that  parol 
evidence  is  inadmissible  to  show  that  the 
deed  was  to  take  effect  upon  condition." 
The  author  thereupon  proceeds  to  quote 
as  a  part  of  the  text,  and  with  approval, 
from  the  opinion  of  Harris,  J.,  in  Lawton 
V.  8ager,  11  Barb.  349,  in  whose  opinion 
the  following  language  is  used:  ''Whether 
a  deed  has  been  delivered  or  not  is  a  ques- 
tion of  fact,  upon  which,  from  the  very 
nature  of  the  case,  parol  evidence  is  ad- 
missible. But  whether  a  deed,  when  de- 
livered, shall  take  effect  absolutely  or  only 
upon  the  performance  of  some  condition 
not  expressed  therein,  cannot  be  determined 
by  parol  evidence.  To  allow  a  deed  absolute 
upon  its  face  to  be  avoided  by  such  evi- 
dence would  be  a  dangerous  violation  of  a 
cardinal  rule  of  evidence."  In  Braman  v. 
Bingham,  26  N.  Y.  492,  the  court  of  ap- 
peals said:  *The  reason  given  for  the  rule 
excluding  parol  evidence  of  a  conditional 
delivery  to  the  grantee  applies  to  all  cases 
where  the  delivery  is  designed  to  give  effect 
to  the  deed,  in  any  event,  without  the  fur- 
ther act  of  the  grantor.  *Wlien  the  words 
are  contrary  to  the  act,  which  is  the  de- 
livery, the  words  are  of  none  effect.*  Co. 
Litt.  36a.  'Because  then  a  bare  averment, 
without  any  writing,  would  make  void  every 
deed.'  Williams  v.  Greene,  Cro.  Eliz.  pt. 
2,  p.  884.  *If  I  seal  my  deed  and  deliver  it 
to  the  party  himself,  to  whom  it  is  made, 
as  an  escrow  upon  certain  conditions,  etc., 
in  this  case,  let  the  form  of  the  words  be 
what  it  will,  the  delivery  is  absolute,  and 
the  deed  shall  take  effect  as  his  deed  pres- 
ently.* Shep.  Touch.  59;  Wyhddon*8  Case, 
Cro.  Eliz.  pt.  2,  p.  520;  Cruise's  Dig. 
title  33,  Deeds,  chap.  2,  §  80.  If  a  delivery 
to  the  grantee  can  be  made  subject  to  one 
parol  condition,  I  see  no  ground  of  principle 
which  can  exclude  any  parol  condition. 
The  deed  having  been  delivered  to  the 
grantee,  I  think  the  parol  evidence  that 
the  delivery  was  conditional  was  properly 
excluded.'*  The  authorities  to  the  forego- 
ing effect  might  be  multiplied,  of  which  the 
following  appear  to  be  some  of  the  leading 
cases:  Blewitt  v.  Boorumy  142  N.  Y.  357, 
40  Am.  St  Rep.  600,  37  N.  E.  120;  Darling 
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V.  Butler,  10  L.  R.  A.  469,  46  Fed.  332; 
Miller  v.  Fletcher,  27  Gratt.  403,  21  Am. 
Rep.  359;  Richmond  v.  Morford,  4  Wash. 
337,  30  Pac  242,  31  Pac.  513;  Hubbard  v. 
Greeley,  84  Me.  340,  17  L.  R.  A.  511,  24 
Atl.  799.  In  the  latter  case  it  was  said: 
"An  escrow  is  a  deed  delivered  to  a  stran- 
ger, to  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  grantee 
upon  the  performance  of  some  condition  or 
the  happening  of  some  contingency,  and 
the  deed  takes  effect  only  upon  the  second 
delivery.  Till  then,  the  title  remains  in 
the  grantor.  And  if  the  delivery  is  in  the 
first  instance  directly  to  the  grantee,  and 
he  retains  the  possession  of  it,  there  can 
be  no  second  delivery,  and  the  deed  must 
take  effect  on  account  of  the  first  delivery, 
or  it  can  never  take  effect  at  all.  And,  if 
it  takes  effect  at  all,  it  must  be  according 
to  its  written  terms.  Oral  conditions  can- 
not be  annexed  to  it.  It  will  therefore  be 
seen  that  a  delivery  to  the  grantee  himself 
is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  idea  of  an 
escrow.  And  it  is  perfectly  well  settled  by 
all  the  authorities,  ancient  and  modem, 
that  an  attempt  to  thus  deliver  a  deed  as 
an  escrow  cannot  be  successful;  that,  in  all 
cases  where  such  deliveries  are  made,  the 
deeds  take  effect  immediately  and  accord- 
ing to  their  terms,  devested  of  all  oral  con- 
ditions." 

Counsel  for  respondent  contend  that,  while 
there  was  a  manual  delivery  of  the  deed, 
there  was  no  intention  to  pass  title,  and 
that  on  that  theory  of  the  case  the  evidence 
admitted  was  proper  and  competent  to 
show  such  fact.  While  it  is  not  directly 
contended  that  the  grantee  can  hold  a  deed 
in  escrow  from  his  grantor,  the  argument 
of  counsel,  as  applied  to  the  facts  of  this 
case,  would  amount  in  the  end  to  such  a 
position.  The  leading  authorities  cited  by 
respondent  in  support  of  this  position  are 
9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  154: 
Black  V.  Sharkey,  104  Cal.  279,  37  Pac. 
939:  Lee  v.  Richmond,  90  Iowa,  695,  57  N. 
W.  613;  Steel  v.  Miller,  40  Iowa,  403;  Bunn 
V.  Stuart,  183  Mo.  375,  81  S.  W.  1091;  Hast- 
ings V.  Vaughn,  5  Cal.  ^5.  In  9  Am.  &, 
Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  154,  under  the 
heading  of  "What  is  Delivery — (c)  A 
Question  of  Intention,*'  the  author  says: 
'*The  real  test  of  delivery  is  this:  Did  the 
grantor,  by  his  acts  or  words,  or  both,  in- 
tend to  devest  himself  of  title?  If  so, 
the  deed  is  delivered.**  By  the  fore- 
going language  we  do  not  understand  the 
writer  to  mean  that,  where  the  question 
of  the  delivery  of  the  deed  arises,  parol  tes- 
timony may  be  introduced  tending  to  show 
the  intention  of  the  parties  to  such  an  ex- 
tent as  to  control  the  vesting  of  title  con- 
trary to  the  express  written  language  of  the 
deed    itself,    or,    in    other    words,    attach 
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eonditioiiB  to  the  d«ed;  and,  indeed  the  au- 
thorities cited  by  the  author  in  support  of 
the  text  do  not  go  to  such  an  extent.  Coun- 
sel quote  at  length  from  Black  v.  Sharkey, 
104  Cal.  279,  37  Pac.  939,  where  the  court 
uses  language  that  would  indicate  the  view 
that  evidence  might  be  introduced  to  prove 
that  the  parties  did  not  intend  the  deed 
should  take  effect  according  to  its  terms; 
but  it  should  be  observed  that  in  that  case 
the  only  question  under  consideration,  and 
the  only  one  decided,  was  whether  or  not 
parol  evidence  might  be  introduced  to  show 
that  the  deed  which  had  been  duly  executed 
and  was  found  in  the  possession  of  the  gran- 
tee had  ever  been  in  fact  delivered.  The 
opinion  in  that  case  is  by  the  court  com- 
missioners, and  makes  no  reference  to  the 
former  case  of  Mowry  v.  Heney,  86  Cal.  471, 
25  Pac.  17.  The  latter  opinion  was  by  the 
court,  and  it  was  there  expressly  held  that, 
"when  an  absolute  deed  has  been  delivered 
to  the  grantee,  the  title  becomes  vested  free 
from  any  conditions,  and  its  operation  can- 
not be  defeated  by  parol  pr^oof  of  an  inten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  grantor,  known  to 
the  grantee,  that  it  should  not  take  effect 
excopt  in  event  of  the  grantor's  death;  nor 
is  parol  evidence  admissible  to  show  that 
the  delivery  of  the  deed  to  the  grantee  was 
subject  to  any  condition  not  expressed  there- 
in.'* We  cannot,  therefore,  view  the  Black- 
Sharkey  Case  as  in  any  way  overruling  or 
modifying  Mmory  v.  Heney.  Hastings  v. 
Vaughn  was  to  the  same  effect  as  the  lat- 
ter case.  In  Lee  v.  Richmond  the  Iowa 
court  held  that  there  had  been  no  delivery 
of  the  deed,  and  that  the  instrument  had 
reached  the  hands  of  the  grantee,  not  by 
way  of  delivery  as  a  consummation  of  the 
transaction,  but  for  inspection  and  approval 
of  another  person;  the  court  saying:  "The 
de«l  was  not  to  be  regarded  as  delivered 
unless  the  settlement  attempted  was  ap- 
proved by  Fulton,  and,  as  it  was  not  ap- 
proved by  him,  there  was  never  in  law  any 
delivery,  and  the  deed  is  without  effect." 
Steel  V.  Miller  was  a  suit  apparently  found- 
ed on  fraud  in  the  transaction,  and  the 
court  held  that  the  minds  of  the  parties 
had  never  met  on  the  question  of  a  deliv- 
ery, and  that  no  legal  delivery  ever  took 
place.  The  evidence  in  the  case  appears, 
howevpf.  to  be  directed  at  the  specific  ques- 
tion of  delivery  alone.  In  Bunn  v.  Stetrart  a 
fattier  appears  to  have  executed  deeds  in 
favor  of  certain  of  his  children  and  grand- 
children, with  the  intention  of  retaining 
them  until  such  future  time  as  he  saw  fit 
to  deUver  them  in  the  distribution  of  his 
estate,  but  later  he  became  entangled  in 
divorce  proceedings,  and  placed  certain  of 
the  deeds  in  controversy  in  the  hands  of  two 
of  the  grantees  with  instructions  to  hold 
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them  until  he  called  for  their  return,  but 
the  grantees,  contrary  to  his  instructions, 
placed  them  of  record,  and  the  supreme 
court  of  Missouri  held  upon  that  state  of 
facts  that  no  legal  delivery  ever  took  place. 

The  extent  to  which  the  intention  of  the 
parties  enters  into  the  act  of  delivery  of  a 
deed  is  very  fairly  stated  by  the  author  in 
13  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  661,  and  the  author- 
ities cited  in  support  thereof.  It  is  be- 
yond controversy  that  the  evidence  of  de- 
livery must  come  from  vdthout  the  deed. 
In  other  words,  a  deed  never  shows  upon 
its  face  nor  by  the  terms  thereof  a  delivery, 
and  parol  evidence  thereof  must  necessarily 
be  admitted  when  the  question  of  delivery 
arises.  And  it  will,  perhaps,  often  be  diffi- 
cult to  accurately  determine  the  exact  ex- 
tent to  which  the  intention  of  the  parties  is 
admissible  as  to  the  ultimate  result  of  de- 
vesting the  grantor  of  title;  but  such  testi- 
mony should  never  be  considered  by  the 
court  to  the*  extent  of  governing  and  con- 
trolling the  express  terms  of  the  instrument, 
where  it  is  clear  that  a  delivery  has  been 
made,  even  though  the  parties  have  mis- 
takenly supposed  the  legal  effect  would  be 
different.  Of  course,  such  evidence  would 
be  competent  if  it  should  be  shown  that  un- 
der no  circumstances,  and  in  no  event,  and 
under  no  conditions  was  the  title  ever  to  pass 
from  the  grantor,  because  such  a  showing 
would  disprove  a  legal  delivery.  It  would 
show  a  failure  to  consummate*  the  contract 
and  sale  of  the  property.  But  where  it  is 
the  intention  of  the  parties  for  the  title  to 
pass  upon  any  contingency  or  in  any  event 
from  the  grantor  to  the  grantee,  and  the 
deed  is  delivered  to  the  grantee,  absolute  on 
its  face,  then  the  vesting  of  title  becomes  a 
question  of  law,  and  must  date  from  the 
delivery,  and,  since  the  grantee  cannot  act 
as  the  agent  of  both  himself  and  the  grantor 
for  the  purpose  of  a  second  delivery,  title 
must  necessarily  have  passed  upon  the  orig- 
inal delivery.  This  rule  is  very  clearly 
stated  by  the  New  York  court  in  Brama/n  v. 
Bingham,  26  N.  Y.  492,  where  it  was  said: 
"The  reason  given  for  the  rule  excluding 
parol  evidence  of  a  conditional  delivery  to 
the  grantee  applies  to  all  cases  where  the 
delivery  is  designed  to  give  effect  to  the 
deed,  in  any  event,  without  the  further  act 
of  the  grantor."  See  also  Huhhard  v.  Ch-ee- 
ley.  84  Me.  340,  17  L.  R.  A.  511,  24  Atl. 
799. 

In  this  case,  giving  the  respondent  the 
most  favorable  construction  that  can  pos- 
sibly be  placed  upon  the  evidence,  it  was  the 
intention  of  the  grantor.  Beery,  to  vest  ti- 
tle in  his  grantee.  White,  so  as  to  enable 
the  grantee  to  transfer  a  perfect  title  to  the 
proposed  corporation.  Beery  expected  to 
receive  $5,000  worth  of  first-mortgage  bonds 
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of  the  corporation  as  a  balance  of  payment 
of  the  purchase  price  of  the  property.  Such 
bonds  would  have  been  valueless  to  Beery 
unless  the  corporation  could  secure  a  good 
and  perfect  title  to  the  property  on  which 
the  mortgage  bonds  were  to  issue.  Now, 
then,  the  question  arises,  Could  the  grantor, 
Beery,  by  warranty  deed,  absolute  on  its 
face,  convey  such  a  title  to  his  grantee  as 
would  enable  the  grantee  to  pass  a  good 
and  perfect  title  to  the  corporation,  and  at 
the  same  time  attach  such  parol  conditions 
to  the  deed  upon  its  delivery  as  to  preclude 
his  grantee  from  conveying  and  transferring 
an  equally  good  title  to  any  other  person 
or  corporation  ?  We  must  answer  this  ques- 
tion unqualifiedly  in  the  negative.  If  the 
grantor,  Beery,  desired  to  limit  the  right  of 
his  grantee  to  transfer  this  property  to  any 
particular  person  or  corporation,  it  was  nec- 
essary to  express  that  limitation  upon  the 
face  of  the  instrument.  For  the  foregoing 
reasons,  we  are  clearly  satisfied  that  the 
court  erred  in  receiving  and  considering  the 
evidence  oflfered  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
a  failure  to  vest  title  in  the  grantee. 

There  is  another  significant  fact  in  this 
case,  and  one  which  alone  would  prevent  the 
plaintiff  fom  quieting  his  title  under  a  quit- 
claim deed  to  the  undivided  one-half  inter- 
est held  by  him,  and  that  reason  is  found  in 
the  agreement  of  April  25th.  It  is  there 
recited  that  the  parties  desire  to  enter  into 
a  "new  and  •different  agreement,"  and  the 
agreement  provides  "that,  whereas,  I.  R. 
Beery,  party  of  the  first  part,  is  the  equita- 
ble owner  of  the  real  property  hereinafter 
described,  while  Willard  White,  party  of 
the  second  part,  holds  the  legal  title  there- 
to by  virtue  of  a  deed  heretofore  executed, 
.  .  .  now,  therefore,  .  .  .  it  is  agreed: 
That  said  Willard  White  has  this  day  become 
the  owner,  absolute,  of  the  equitable  as  well 
as  the  legal  title  to  a  one-half  interest,  undi- 
vided, in  the  property  hereinafter  de- 
scribed." It  readily  appears  from  the  pro- 
visions of  this  agreement  that,  whatever 
may  have  been  the  understandings  and 
agreements  between  Beery  and  White  at 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  deed,  thereaf- 
ter they  adjusted  those  matters,  entered 
into  a  new  agreement,  and  Beery  ratified 
and  confirmed  the  delivery  of  the  deed. — at 
least  to  the  extent  of  an  undivided  one-half 
interest;  and  consequently,  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  the  quitclaim  deed  to  Whit- 
ney, Beery  had  no  right,  title,  or  interest 
in  and  to  such  undivided  interest  in  this 
property.  Even  though  a  valid  delivery  of 
the  deed  had  not  been  made  at  the  time  of 
its  execution,  it  is  settled  law  that  the 
grantor  may  thereafter  ratify  the  Avrong- 
ful  taking  of  a  deed  after  he  has  complete 
knowledge  of  the  facts  of  the  taking,  and 
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thereby  perfect  the  title.  9  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  155,  and  authorities  cited;  13 
Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  p.  5G5,  and  notes. 

It  has  been  suggested  that,  since  the  ap- 
pellant takes  his  title  by  quitclaim  deed,  he 
is  for  that  reason  chargeable  with  notice 
that  the  title  of  his  grantor  is  doubtful,  and 
that  he  is  therefore  not  a  bona  fide  pur- 
chaser. This  appears  to  be  conceded  by 
counsel,  but  the  same  principle  applies  with 
equal  force  to  the  respondent,  who  takes 
title  likewise  by  quitclaim  deed.  Under 
this  line  of  authorities  both  parties  w^ould 
be  equally  chargeable  with  notice  of  defects 
in  their  grantor's  title.  9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  106,  and  notes;  Lelimd  v. 
lacnheok,  1  Idaho,  469 ;  Butte  Harduxxre  Co, 
V.  Frank,  25  Mont.  344,  65  Pac.  4;  Ander- 
son V.  Thunder  Bay  River  Boom  Co.  57 
Mich.  216,  23  N.  W.  776;  Wetzstein  v.  Lar- 
gey,  27  Mont.  212,  70  Pac.  717;  Dickeraon 
V.  Colgrove,  100  U.  S.  678,  25  L.  ed.  618. 
It  is  doubtful,  however,  if  such  a  rule  could 
or  ought  to  prevail  under  the  recording 
laws  of  this  state. 

Respondent  c($n tends  that,  even  though  it 
be  conceded  that  title  passed  from  Beery  to 
White,  nevertheless,  under  the  partnership 
agreement  of  September  7th  between  White 
and  Whitney,  White  was  unable  to  part 
with  any  title  to  anyone  other  than  Whit- 
ney himself.  This  contention  is  based  upon  " 
that  clau.se  in  the  contract  of  September  7  th 
reading  as  follows:  "It  is  further  agreed 
that  in  the  event  the  said  White  shall  fail 
to  raise  sufficient  funds  to  construct  such 
dam,  or  fails  to  make  such  progress  as  shall 
be  satisfactory  to  said  \ATiitney  within  one 
year  from  the  date  hereof,  the  said  White 
agrees  to  assign  all  his  right,  title,  and  in- 
terest in  the  same  to  said  Whitney."  It  is 
conceded  that  White  did  not  raise  the  nec- 
essary funds  within  the  time  prescribed,  but 
it  is  equally  true  that  the  two,  White  and 
Whitney,  continued  in  the  possession  of  the 
property,  and  to  some  extent  operated  upon 
the  property,  for  considerable  time  af- 
ter the  expiration  of  the  year.  White  never 
assigned  his  interest  to  Whitney,  iior  does  it 
appear  that  Whitney  ever  demanded  that  he 
do  so,  except  to  demand  that  White  convey 
to  him  an  interest  acquired  under  the  deed 
of  January  25th.  Tlie  appellant  in  this 
case  only  claims  an  undivided  one-half  in- 
terest in  the  property.  lie  is  the  successor 
in  interest  of  White.  The  respondent  ac- 
quired a  quitclaim  deed  from  Beery  to  the 
entire  property.  He  must  therefore,  so  far 
at  lea.st  as  is  disclosed  by  this  record,  own 
the  other  undivided  one-half  interest,  in  the 
property.  They  are  therefore  on  equal  foot- 
ing. A  rule  which  in  equity  would  preclude 
White  from  acquiring  an  interest  in  the 
property   to  the   exclusion   of   his   partner. 
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Whitney,  would  apply  with  equal  force  to 
Whitney.  This  is  not  an  action  by  the 
plaint] fT  to  compel  White,  or  his  grantor 
with  notice,  to  assign  any  interest  acquired 
under  the  partnership  agreement,  and  as 
to  whether  or  not  an  agreement  such  as  the 
one  above  quoted,  stipulating  for  assign- 
ment, could  be  made  the  basis  upon  which 
a  court  of  equity  would  declare  a  forfeiture, 
is  a  matter  on  which  we  are  not  required 
in  this  case  to  express  any  opinion. 

The  judgment  of  the  lower  court  will  be 
reversed,  and  the  cause  remanded  for  fur- 
ther proceedings  in  harmony  with  the  views 
herein  expressed.  So  ordered.  Costs  award- 
ed to  appellant. 

Stookftlager,  Ch.  J.,  and  SulUvan,  J., 

concur. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
the  following  response  thereto  was  handed 
down  May  31,  1905: 

Respondent's  petition  for  a  rehearing  in 
this  case  does  not  present  anything  new,  or 
any  question  not  originally  considered  by  us, 
though  it  again  discusses  some  questions 
which  we  did  not  deem  it  necessary  to  pass 
upon  in  the  original  opinion.  The  persist- 
ence with  which  counsel  insists  that  we 
have  mistaken  both  the  law  and  the  equi- 
ties in  this  case  has  led  us  to  again  exam- 
ine the  case  at  length,  and,  after  so'  do- 
ing, we  are  unable  to  see  wherein  the  judg- 
ment of  the  trial  court  could  be  affirmed. 
It  must  necessarily  be  true  that  the  court 
cannot  see  either  the  law  or  the  equities  of 
a  case  in  the  same  light  in  which  they  are 
viewed  by  counsel  for  the  losing  party,  and 
it  may  be,  indeed,  that  sometimes  the  court 
mistakes  them  entirely.  However,  notwith- 
standing counsel's  studied  argument  to  the 
contrary,  we  are  convinced  that  this  is 
not  a  case  where  we  have  mistaken  either. 

We  are  asked  in  the  petition  to  announce 
more  definitely  the  position  of  the  court  as 
to  what  title  White  took  under  the  deed  of 
January  25th.  The  only  interest  the  appel- 
lant claims,  and  fdr  which  he  is  liti<?ating, 
is  an  undivided  one-half  interest  in  this 
property,  and  we  have  held  that  under  the 
record  he  is  entitled  to  such  interest.  Under 
the  deed  of  January  25th,  the  entire  legal 
title  passed  from  Beery  to  White.  Under 
the  contract  of  April  25th,  Beery  recognized 
that  the  entire  legal  title  had  passed  from 
him,  and  that  all  the  interest  he  retained  in 
the  property  was  an  equity.  What  that 
equity  was  is  not  recited,  but  we  would  infer 
from  the  record  that  it  consisted  in  a  vend- 
or's lien  for  the  unpaid  purchase  price. 
By  that  contract  Beery  parted  absolutely 
with  all  of  his  equity  in  an  undivided  one- 
half  interest  in  this  property.  It  therefore 
follows  that  after  the  execution  of  the  con- 
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tract  of  April  25,  1900,  both  the  legal  title 
to  the  entire  property  and  equitable  title  to 
an  undivided  one-half  interest  therein  was 
vested  in  White,  and  that  by  the  terms  of 
that  agreement  White  recognized  a  remain- 
ing equity  in  Beery  to  the  other  undivided 
half  interest  in  this  property,  and  for  that 
equity  agreed  to  pay  the  sum  of  $750  on 
or  before  January  1,  1901.  White  does  not 
appear  to  have  paid  this  sum,  or  to  have 
received  any  further  deed  from  Beery  to  his 
equity  in  this  remaining  half  interest. 
On  the  contrary,  Whitney  appears  to  have 
received  a  deed  from  Beery  for  the  entire 
tract  of  land  on  May  13,  1901.  So  far  as 
the  facts,  therefore,  disclosed  by  this  record 
are  concerned,  we  conclude  that  the  appel- 
lant, Dewey,  now  owns  an  undivided  one- 
half  interest  in  the  property  as  described 
in  the  deed  taken  by  him,  and  Whitney  the 
other  one-half  interest. 

It  is  suggested  that  White  acquired  all 
the  interest  he  obtained  in  this  property 
while  sustaining  a  fiduciary  relation  to- 
ward Whitney,  his  partner,  under  the 
agreement  of  September  7,  1899.  This,  we 
think,  is  correct,  and  it  is  equally  true  with 
reference  to  Whitney.  But  counsel  con- 
tends that  this  relation  had  been  terminat- 
ed prior  to  the  date  on  which  Whitney  ac- 
quired his  deed.  To  this  we  cannot  assent. 
The  contract  of  September  7th  was  made 
for  a  period  of  one  year,  and  yet  respondent 
repeatedly  admits  in  his  testimony  that 
they  continued  to  do  business  in  all  re- 
spects as  though  it  were  still  in  force  and 
effect  from  the  date  upon  which  it  was  ex- 
ecuted until  the  1st  of  April,  1901,  and  that 
all  that  then  occurred  looking  to  the  termina- 
tion of  the  partnership  relation  consisted 
merely  in  respondent  notifying  White  that 
he  was  going  to  declare  the  matter  off.  It 
takes  more  than  a  notice  of  this  kind  to  dis- 
solve a  partnership  and  terminate  a  trust 
or  fiduciary  relation  existing  between  part- 
ners. If  White  acquired  the  entire  title, 
one  half  thereof  would  undoubtedly  have 
inured  to  the  benefit  of  his  partner,  Whit- 
ney. If,  on  the  other  hand,  he  acquired 
only  a  one-half  interest  in  the  property, 
and  in  the  meanwhile,  and  during  the  exist- 
ence of  that  relation,  and  in  pursuance 
thereof,  his  partner  acquired  the  other  half 
interest,  then  such  interest  and  equities 
must  offset  each  other,  and  the  obligations 
resting  upon  them  by  reason  of  such  re- 
lation will  be  met  in  that  respect. 

Again,  it  is  insisted  by  counsel  that 
White  and  his  grantee  are  estopped  to  now 
assert  title  to  this  property  on  account  of 
the  declarations  and  statements  made  by 
White  to  Whitney  and  others  after  receiving 
the  deed  from  Beery.  These  statements 
were  of  the  same  character  as  the  testimony 
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of  Beeiy  concerning  the  conditions  imposed 
on  White  upon  the  delivery  of  the  deed. 
It  is  not  contended  by  appellant  that  the 
statements  which  are  claimed  to  have  'been 
made  by  White  after  receiving  this  deed 
were  not  true.  It  would  appear  from  this 
record  that  if  he  made  these  statements  he 
was,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  only  stating 
what  had  actually  occurred.  But  the  trou- 
ble is  that  the  law  will  not  permit  parol 
testimony  of  such  matters  to  defeat  the 
vesting  of  title.  If,  therefore,  the  state- 
ments he  made  were  true  concerning  such 
matters,  they  were  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  prejudice  the  respondent,  or  in  any 
way  to  deceive  him  as  to  the  facts  or  mis- 
lead him  in  his  action  or  conduct.  The 
respondent  is  presumed  to  liivp  '-tr^wn, 
as  a  matter  of  law,  that  such  conditions 
could  not  be  attached  to  a  deod  upmi  its 
delivery  to  the  grantee,  and,  having  had 
full  notice  of  the  execution  of  the  deed  and 
of  the  agreements  and  contracts  in  rela- 
tion thereto,  he  was,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
neither  deceived  nor  prejudiced  by  the 
statements  or  declarations  so  made.  So 
long  as  he  obtains  his  share  as  a  partner 
in  the  fruits  of  the  enterprise,  he  has  no 
cause  for  complaint. 

It  should  be  further  observed  that  it  no- 
where appears  that  any  of  these  statements 
or  declarations  made  by  White  were  subse- 
quent to  the  contract  of  April  25th.  It 
would,  appear,  however,  from  the  record 
that  they  must  have  been  made  prior  to 
that  time. 

It  seems  to  us  from  a  reading  of  the 
record  before  us  that  respondent  must  have 
understood  that  he  and  his  associate,  White, 
were  acquiring  title  by  virtue  of  the  deed 
of  January  25th  and  contract  of  April  25th, 
or  else  he  would  not  have  continued  to  oc- 
cupy and  improve  the  property  for  a  period 
of  more  than  a  year  thereafter.  They  do 
not  appear  to  have  had  any  other  contract 
or  agreement  whereby  they  could  acquire 
the  title  to  that  property,  as  they  had  failed 
to  make  their  payments  under  the  con- 
tract of  December  26th,  and  that  contract 
had  been  superseded  by  the  contract  of 
April  25th.  It  does  not  seem  reasonable 
that  respondent  would  have  spent  a  year's 
time  and  labor  on  this  property  unless  he 
felt  that  he  had  title  or  legal  and  binding 
obligations  whereby  he,  or  he  and  his  asso- 
ciate, could  acquire  title  thereto. 

Other  questions  were  argued  by  respond- 
ent in  his  brief,  and  have  also  been  present^ 
ed  in  his  petition  for  rehearing,  but  we  do 
not  think  they  properly  arise  upon  this  ap- 
peal, nor  is  the  record  in  such  a  condition 
as  to  justify  us  in  discussing  them.  Be- 
sides, a  legal  determination  of  some  of  the 
points  urged  would  necessitate  other  par- 
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ties  to  the  action  in  order  to  give  them  any 
binding  effect. 

We  find  no  reason  for  granting  a  rehear- 
ing in  this  case,  and  it  will  therefore  be 
denied. 

Stockslager,    Gb.    J.,    and    SnlliirAat 

J.,  concur. 


Harry  C.  GRICE,  Appt., 

V. 

Jay  WOODWORTH  et  at.,  ReaptB. 

( Idaho ) 

•1.  "Where  TV.  And  IV.,  linaband  and 
^v^lfe,  enter  Into  «n  or«l  contract  for 
tbe  anle  of  their  liomeatead,     and    the 

purchaser  takes  possession  thereof,  and  pays 
the  purchase  price,  and  makes  valuable  Im- 
provements thereon,  all  of  which  Is  done  with 
the  full  knowledge  and  consent. of  the  wife, 
the  purchaser  is  entitled  to  a  decree  requir- 
ing them  to  convey  said  premises  to  him. 

a.  The  proT^Uions  of  SI  2021,  2922,  3040, 
and  3041  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
of  1887  were  enacted  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  homesteads  and  other  rights  of 
married  persons, — particularly  the  wives, — 
and  were  not  Intended  to  operate  as  a  shield 
to  relieve  against  fraudulent  transactions  on 
their  part. 

3.  Sections  3040,  8041,  Rev.  Stat.  1887, 
are,  In  their  nature,  rules  of  evidence, 
and  are  subject  to  the  same  legal  principles 
as  are  conveyances  falling  under  the  statute 
of  frauds,  and  the  rules  of  equitable  estoppel 
and  waiver. 

(AiUhie,  J.,  dUsenU.) 

(December  31,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  District  Court  for  Latah  County  in 
favor  of  defendants  in  an  action  to  compel 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  con- 
vey real  estate.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  R.  V.  Cosier  and  Stewart  S. 
Dennins,  for  appellant: 

A  party  who,  under  a  verbal  contract, 
has  purchased  real  estate,  gone  into  pos- 
session, made  valuable  improvements  there- 

*Headnotes  by  Sullivan,  Ch,  J. 


Note. — As  to  estoppel  of  married  women  gen- 
erally, see.  In  this  series,  Galbralth  v.  Luns- 
ford,  1  L.  R.  A.  622,  and  note;  Cook  v.  Walling, 
2  L.  R.  A.  769.  and  note;  Central  Land  Co.  v. 
Laldley,  3  L.  R.  A.  826;  Dobhln  v.  Cordlner, 
4  L.  R.  A.  338;  Long  v.  Crossan,  4  L.  R.  A. 
783,  and  note;  Wilder  v.  Wilder,  9  L.  R.  A. 
97 :  Vansandt  v.  Wler.  32  L.  R.  A.  201 ;  Mohler 
T.  Shank,  34  L.  R.  A.  161 ;  Williamson  v.  Jones, 
38  L.  R.  A.  694;  National  Granite  Bank  v. 
Tyndale,  51  L.  R.  A.  447;  Hunt  v.  Rellly,  59 
Ti.  R.  A.  206;  McNeeley  v.  South  Penn  Oil  Co. 
62  L.  R.  A.  662 ;  and  cases  In  note  to  Webb  v. 
John  Hancock  Mut.  L  Ins.  Co.  66  L.  R.  A.  636. 
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on,  and  paid  the  purohase  price,  is  entitled 
to  a  specific  performance  of  the  contract. 

Rev.  Stat.  §  6008;  Wait,  Fraud.  Conv. 
2d  ed.  §§  436,  437;  2  Lomax's  Digest  of 
Real  Prop.  41;  Thomas  v.  Dickinson,  12  N. 
Y.  364;  Holland  v.  Hoyt,  14  Mich.  238;  But- 
ler V.  Lee,  11  Ala.  885,  46  Am.  Dec.  230; 
Wilkinson  ▼.  Seott,  17  Mass.  249;  Linscott 
V.  Mclntire,  15  Me.  201,  33  Am.  Dec.  602; 
Oihson  V.  Wilcoxen^  16  Ind.  333;  Bowen'r. 
Belly  20  Johns.  338,  11  Am.  Dec.  286; 
Stowell  V.  Tucker,  7  Idaho,  312,  62  Pac. 
1033. 

Sections  3040  and  3041  of  the  Revised 
Statutes  of  18 87^  covering  the  conveyances 
and  abandonment  of  the  homestead,  are 
simply  rules  of  evidence  and  are  controlled 
by  the  same  legal  principles  as  conveyances 
falling  under  the  statute  of  frauds. 

Andola  v.  Picott,  5  Idaho,  27,  46  Pac. 
928;  Stowell  v.  Tucker,  7  Idaho,  312,  62 
Pac.  1033 ;  Law  v.  Butler,  44  Minn.  482,  9 
L.  XL  A.  866,  47  N.  W.  53;  Walker  v.  Kelly, 
91  Mich.  212,  51  N.  W.  934;  Harkness  v. 
Burton,  39  Iowa,  101. 

Where  an  oral  eonveyanoe  of  land  is 
made,  which  ought  to  have  been  in  writing, 
and  acknowledged  under  the  statute  of 
frauds,  in  a  state,  and  the  vendee  has  been 
placed  in  possession  of  the  property  by  the 
vendor  and  paid  the  purchase  price,  if  there 
be  nothing  illegal  or  immoral  in  the  trans- 
action, a  court  of  equity  will  decree  specific 
performance  of  the  verbal  contract. 

Wait,  Fraud.  Conv.  §§  436-438,  and 
notes;  Andola  v.  Picott,  5  Idaho,  27,  46 
Pac.  928;  Von  Rosenberg  v.  Perrault,  5 
Idaho,  719,  51  Pac.  774;  Stowell  v.  Tucker, 
7  Idaho,  312,  62  Pac.  1033;  Qrimsha/io  v. 
Belcher,  88  Cal.  217,  22  Am.  St.  Rep.  301, 
and  note,  26  Pac.  84;  Flickinger  v.  Shaw, 
87  Cal.  126,  11  L.  R.  A.  134,  22  Am.  St. 
Rep.  234,  and  notes,  25  Pac.  268;  Bur- 
lingame  v.  Roicland,  77  Cal.  315,  1  L.  R,  A. 
829,  19  Pac.  526 ;  Manly  v.  Hewlett,  55  Cal. 
95;  Bakersfield  Toton  Hall  Asso.  v.  Chester, 
56  Cal.  98;  Anson  v.  Townsend,  73  Cal.  415, 
16  Pac.  49;  Freeman  v.  Freeman,  51  Barb. 
306;  Karns  v.  Olney,  80  Cal.  90,  13  Am.  St. 
Rep.  101,  22  Pac.  57 ;  Sedgw.  &  W.,  Trial  of 
Title  to  Land,  844-847;  Fry,  Spec.  Perf., 
259,  260;  Bigelow,  Estoppel,  3d  ed.  470, 
513;  Oilhert  v.  American  Surety  Co.  61  L. 
R.  A.  263,  57  C.  C.  A.  619,  121  Fed.  499; 
Manchester  &  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Concord  R.  Corp. 
66  N.  H.  100,  9  L.  R.  A.  689,  3  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  319,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  20  Atl.  383. 

The  statute  of  frauds  applies  to  ex- 
ecutory, and  not  to  executed,  contracts. 

Coffin  V.  Bradbury,  3  Idaho,  770,  95  Am. 
St.  Rep.  37,  36  Pac.  715. 

The  rule  of  estoppel  is  that  one  who,  with 
knowledge,  accepts  the  proceeds  of  an  un- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


authorized  sale  of  his  property,  is  estopped 
to  dispute  the  validity  of  the  sale. 

Escolle  V.  Franks,  67  Cal.  137,  7  Pac. 
4-25;  Oodman  v.  Winter,  64  Ala.  410,  38 
Am.  Rep.  13;  France  v.  Haynes,  67  Iowa, 
139,  26  N.  W.  98;  Schenck  v.  Sautter,  73 
Mo.  46;  Moore  v.  Hill,  85  N.  C.  218;  Field 
V.  Doyon,  64  Wis.  660,  25  N.  W.  653;  Booth 
V.  Wiley,  102  111.  84. 

A  wife  is  estopped  from  claiming  that 
she  did  not  join  in  the  conveyance. 

Mudgett  v.  Clay,  5  Wash.  103,  31  Pac. 
424;  Sadler  y.  Niesz,  5  Wash.  182,  31  Pac. 
630,  1030;  Konnerup  v.  Frandsen,  8  Wash. 
551,  36  Pac.  493;  Payne  v.  Still,  10  Wash. 
433,  38  Pac.  994;  Boston  Clothing  Co.  v. 
Solberg,  28  Wash.  263,  68  Pac.  715;  Wash- 
ington State  Bank  v.  Dickson,  35  Wash.  641, 
77  Pac.  1067;  Shinn  v.  Macpherson,  58  Cal. 
599 ;  Riddell  v.  Shirley,  5  Cal.  488 ;  Bishop 
V.  Hubbard,  23  Cal.  514,  83  Am.  Dec.  132; 
Lunt  V.  Neeley,  67  Iowa,  97,  24  N.  W.  739; 
Wooters  v.  Feeny,  12  La.  Ann.  449;  Norton 
V.  Nichols.  35  Mich.  149;  Reed  v.  Morton. 
24  Neb.  760,  1  L.  R.  A.  736,  8  Am.  St.  Rep. 
247,  40  N.  W.  282;  Bodine  v.  Killeen,  53  N. 
Y.  93;  Godfrey  v.  Thornton.  46  Wis.  679. 
1  N.  W.  362 ;  Sexton  v.  Wheaton,  8  Wheat. 
239,  5  L.  ed.  607:  Parker  v.  Coop,  60  Tex. 
Ill;  Storrs  v.  Barker,  6  Johns.  Ch.  166,  10 
Am.  Dec.  316;  Brown  v.  Coon,  36  111.  243, 
85  Am.  Dec.  402;  Anderson  v.  Cosman,  103 
Iowa,  266,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  177,  72  N.  W. 
523;  Bradshaw  v.  Remick,  90  Iowa,  409, 
57  N.  W.  897;  lAwrence  v.  Spear,  17  Cal. 
421 ;  Reis  v.  Lawrence,  63  Cal.  129,  49  Am. 
Rep.  83. 

Where  the  husband  alone  aliens  home- 
stead, and  delivers  or  abandons  premises, 
it  has  been  held  null  in  favor  of  grantees, 
and  so  vests  title  in  him  notwithntanding 
the  invalidity  of  conveyance. 

Brown  v.  Coon,  36  111.  243,  85  Am.  Deo. 
402;  Fishbaok  v.  Lane,  36  111.  437;  Hall  v. 
Fuller  ton,  69  111.  448;  Stexcart  v.  Mackey, 
16  Tex.  56,  67  Am.  Dec.  609;  Jordan  v. 
Oodman,  19  Tex.  273;  Vasey  v.  Township,  1, 
59  111.  188;  Harkness  v.  Burton,  39  Iowa, 
101;  McDonald  v.  Crandall,  43  111.  231,  92 
Am.  Dec.  112;  Hoskins  v.  Litchfield,  31  111. 
137,  83  Am.  Dec.  215. 

There  can  be  no  reason  why  a  married 
woman  should  not  be  estopped  by  her 
fraudulent  acts  when  they  amount  to  a  tort. 

Olidden  v.  Strupler,  62  Pa.  403;  Johns 
V.  Reardon,  11  Md.  470. 

Messrs.  Forney  Sc  Moore,  for  respond- 
ents: 

The  statutes  of  Idaho  specifically  declare 
how  the  sale  of  a  homestead  may  be  made. 
This  method  of  procedure  excludes  all 
others. 

Barton  v.  Drake,  21  Minn.  305;  Law  T. 
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Butler,  44  Minn.  482,  9  L.  R.  A.  858,  47  N. 
W.  53. 

A  married  woman  can  only  be  devested 
of  her  estate  in  the  manner  prescribed  by 
statute,  and  the  homestead  can  only  be  con- 
veyed in  the  mode  prescribed  by  statute. 

Mathews  v.  Davis,  102  Cal.  207,  36  Pac. 
358;  Jackson  v.  Torrenoe,  83  Cal.  533,  23 
Pac.  695;  Cohen  v.  Davis,  20  Cal.  195; 
Security  Loan  d  T,  Co,  v.  Kauffnum,  108 
Cal.  218,  41  Pac.  467;  Oleason  v.  Spray,  81 
Cal.  217,  15  Am.  St.  Rep.  47,  22  Pac.  551; 
Barber  v.  Bahel,  36  Cal.  14;  Mellen  v.  Mc- 
Mannis  (Idaho)  76  Pac,  98. 

On  petition  for  rehearing. 
Tlie  wife  is  released  from  her  common- 
law  disability  only  in  so  far  as  an  enlarge- 
ment of  her  rights  may  be  given  by  statute, 
and  no  farther. 

Basset  t  v.  Beam,  4  Idaho,  107,  36  Pac. 
501;  Dernham  v.  Rowley,  4  Idaho,  754,  44 
Pac.  643;  Northwestern  d  P,  H,  Bank  v. 
Rauch,  6  Idaho,  752,  51  Pac.  764,  7  Idaho, 
152,  61  Pac.  516. 

Fraud  will  not  devest  a  married  woman's 
title  in  the  face  of  a  statute  declaring  a 
different  and  exclusive  mode  of  devestiture. 
Morrison  v.  Wilson,  13  Cal.  495,  73  Am. 
Dec.  593;  Mathews  v.  Davis,  102  Cal.  207, 
36  Pac.  358;  Jackson  v.  Torrence,  83  Cal. 
533,  23  Pac.  695;  California  Fruit  Transp. 
Co.  V.  Anderson,  79  Fed.  404 ;  Security  Loan 
d  T.  Co.  V.  Kauffman,  108  Cal.  218,  41  Pac. 
467;  Gleason  v.  Spray,  81  Cal.  217,  15  Am. 
St.  Rep.  47,  22  Pac.  551;  Barber  v.  Babel, 
36  Cal.  14;  Kantrowitz  v.  Prather,  31  Ind. 
92,  09  Am.  Dec.  587;  Steel  v.  St.  Louis 
Smelting  d  Ref.  Co.  106  U.  S.  447,  27  L.  ed. 
226,  1  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  389. 

The  ratification  of  an  invalid  sale  by  the 
acceptance  of  the  purchase  money  is  wholly 
destitute  of  the  essential  elements  of 
estoppel  in  pais. 

Henshaw  v.  Bissell,  18  Wall.  271,  21  L. 
ed.  838;  Pasley  v.  Freeman,  3  T.  R.  61. 

For  an  estoppel  in  pais  there  must  be 
conduct,  acts,  language,  or  silence,  amount- 
ing to  a  representation  or  concealment  of 
material  facts,  and  the  misrepresented  or 
concealed  facts  known  to  the  party  sought 
to  be  charged  with  the  estoppel,  and  un- 
known to  the  other  party;  and  the  con- 
duct must  be  with  the  expectation  that  it 
will  be  acted  on,  or  will  likely  be. 

Norfolk  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Perdue,  40  W. 
Va.  454,  21  S.  E.  755;  Williamson  v.  Jones, 
43  W.  Va.  562,  38  L.  R.  A.  700,  64  Am.  St. 
Rep.  891,  27  S.  E.  410;  Qlidden  v.  Strupler, 
52  Pa.  402. 

Equity  cannot  breathe  life  into  a  legal 
nonentity. 

1  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  j[  177;  Herman, 
Estoppel,  H  1099;  Mattox  v.  Eifjhtf^hur.  39 
Ind.  95;  Rogers  v.  Biggins,  48  111.  211; 
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Leftwich  V.  Neal,  7  W.  Va.  569;  Elliott  v. 
Peirsol,  1  Pet.  328,  7  L.  ed.  164;  Barnett  v. 
Shackleford.  6  J.  J.  Marsh.  532,  22  Am. 
Dec.  100;  Stewart,  Husb.  &  W.  §§  409-420; 
Washb.  Real  Prop.  4th  ed.  p.  78. 

SulIlTan,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  is  an  action  to  compel  specific  ])er- 
formance  of  a  contract  for  the  conveyance  of 
real  estate  situated  in  Moscow,  Latah  coun- 
ty.    It  appears  from  the  record:     That  the 
respondents  are  husband  and  wife,  and  that 
on  the  7th  day  of  January,  1895,  the  hus- 
band purchased  the  E.  \<2  of  lots  4,  5,  and 
6  in  block  2,  Fry's  addition  to  the  town  of 
Moscow,  Latah  county,  and  the  considera- 
tion paid  therefor  was  money  acquired  by 
the  respondent  Jay  Wood  worth  subsequent 
to  the  marriage  of  the  respondents.     That 
on  the  20th  day  of  March,  1895,  while  re- 
spondents were  residing  on  said   premisses 
and   occupying  the   same  as  a   homestead, 
the  respondent  Lillie  I.  filed  her  declaration 
of   homestead    upon   said    premises.     That 
some  time  prior  to  the  30th  day  ot  August, 
1901,   the   respondents   had   removed    from 
Moscow,  in  the  county  of  Latah,  to  Wallace, 
in  the  county  of  Shoshone,  and  that  respond- 
ent Woodworth  had  listed  said  property  for 
sale   with    real-estate  agents   residing   and 
doing  business  in  said  town  of  Moscow  at 
the  price  of  $1,500;  and  on  said  last-men- 
tioned   date    the    appellant    paid    to    said 
agents  for  the  respondent  $25  for  a  thirty- 
day  option  to  purchase  said  premises,  and 
thereafter,  on  the  20th  day  of  September, 
the  appellant  took  up  said  option,  and  orally 
promised  the  said  agents  to  purchase  said 
premises,   and   to   pay   the   sum   of   $1,500 
therefor,  as  follows,  to  wit:     To  assume  a 
mortgage  upon   said  premises  executed   by 
the    respondents    to   the    Vermont   Loan    & 
Trust  Company  to  secure  the  payment  of 
$950,   together    with    interest   thereon,   and 
$550  in  cash;  and  thereupon,  with  the  con- 
sent of  said  agents,  the  appellant  entered 
into  the   possession   of  said  premises,   and 
moved  his  family  into  the  residence  situated 
upon  said  premises,  and  has  ever  since  oc- 
cupied the  whole  of  said  premises  as  a  resi- 
dence, all  of  which  was  known  to  the  re- 
spondents.    That,    instead   of   paying   said 
$550  as  agreed,  the  same  was  paid  in  pay- 
ments as  follows:     November  1,  1901,  $100; 
December  1,   1901,  $175;   January  4,    1902, 
$100;    July   6,    1902,   $100;    September    lU, 
1902,  $100;  aggregating  in  all  the  total  sum 
of  $r>25.     Said  sums  were  paid  over  by  the 
agents  to  the  respondent  Jay  Woodworth. 
That  after  said   payments  were  made  the 
appellant     personally     demanded     of     Jay 
NN'oodworth   a   deed   to   said   premises,   and 
offered  to  pay  him  then  and  there  the  $25 
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^lill  due  on  tlio  purcliase  price,  with  Inter- 
eat  on  all  deferred  payments,  and  the  said 
Woodworth  promised  to  execute  a  convey- 
ance to  said  premises  as  soon  as  he  con- 
veniently could.  That  aftef  the  appellant 
had  entered  into  possession  of  said  premises 
he  made  improvements  thereon  of  the  value 
of  $250.  That  after  appellant  had  so  en- 
tered into  the  possession  the  respondent  Lil- 
lie  1.  was  informed  of  the  improvements 
made  thereon^  and  knew  that  said  improve- 
ments had  heen  made  and  possession  taken 
by  the  appellant  under  the  belief  that  he 
was  the  owner  of  said  premises,  and  to  all 
of  which  said  Lillie  I.  made  no  objection, 
and  consented  thereto.  Thereafter,  in  the 
month  of  March,  1903,  the  appellant  again 
tendered  the  respondents  the  sum  of  $25,  as 
the  balance  still  due  on  the  purchase  price, 
and  demanded  of  them  that  they  execute  to 
him  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  of  convey- 
ance to  said  premises,  which  demand  the  re- 
spondent then  and  there  refused,  and  the 
respondent  Jay  Woodworth,  when  asked  his 
reason  for  refusing  to  execute  the  deed,  in- 
formed the  appellant  that  he  had  consulted 
with  attorneys,  and  they  had  advised  him 
that  he  could  not  be  compelled  to  make  the 
deed.  Tliat  the  payments  made  by  appel- 
lant, including  the  $525  referred  to.  together 
with  interest  on  said  mortgage,  taxes,  and 
the  improvements  made  by  appellant,  make 
a  total  of  $1,181.57.  Upon  the  foregoing 
facts,  judgment  was  rendered  in  favor  of 
the  respondents,  decreeing  to  them  the  pos- 
session of  said  premises,  and  granting  to 
the  appellant  a  judgment  for  $844.72;. that 
being  the  balance  after  deducting  the  rental 
at  the  rate  of  $12.50  per  month,  with  inter- 
est thereon,  from  the  sum  of  $1,181.57, 
above  mentioned.  The  case  was  decided  up- 
on the  theory  that  a  specific  performance  of 
the  contract  of  sale  could  not  be  enforced,  be- 
cause of  the  provisions  of  our  statute  in  re- 
gard to  the  conveyance  of  real  estate  by  mar- 
ried women. 

The  question  presented  for  decision  is 
whether  the  respondents  should  be  com- 
pelled to  convey  said  property  to  the  appel- 
lant under  the  facts  of  this  case,  it  having 
been  at  one  time  occupied  as  a  homestead. 
The  sections  of  our  statute  in  regard  to  the 
eonveyance  or  encumbrance  of  a  homestead 
by  a  married  person,  and  the  manner  in 
which  a  homestead  may  be  abandoned,  are 
as  follows: 

"Sec.  2921.  No  estate  in  the  homestead  of 
a  married  person,  or  in  any  part  of  the  com- 
mimity  property  occupied  as  a  residence  by 
a  married  person,  can  be  conveyed  or  en- 
cumbered by  act  of  the  party,  unless  both 
husband  and  wife  join  in  the  execution  of 
the  instrument  by  wliich  it  is  so  conveyed  or 
encumbered,  and  it  be  acknowledged  by  the 
00  L.  R.  A. 


wife  as  provided  in  chapter  3  of  this  title. 

"Sec.  2922.  No  estate  in  the  real  property 
of  a  married  woman  passes  by  any  grant  or 
conveyance  purporting  to  be  executed  or  ac- 
knowledged by  her,  unless  the  grant  or  in- 
strument is  acknowledged  by  her  in  the  man- 
ner prescribed  in  chapter  3  of  this  title,  and 
her  husband,  if  a  resident  of  the  territory, 
joins  with  her  in  the  execution  of  such  grant 
or  conveyance." 

"Sec.  3040.  The  homestead  of  a  married 
person  cannot  be  conveyed  or  encumbered  un- 
less the  instrument  by  which  it  is  conveyed 
or  encumbered  is  executed  and  acknowl- 
edged by  both  husband  and  wife. 

"Sec.  3041.  A  homestead  can  be  abandoned 
only  by  a  declaration  of  abandonment,  or 
a  grant  or  conveyance  thereof,  executed  and 
acknowledged  (1)  by  the  husband  and  wife, 
if  the  claimant  is  married;  (2)  by  the  claim- 
ant, if  unmarried." 

Prior  to  the  adoption  of  S  3041,  above 
quoted,  creditors  of  the  homesteader  often 
attached  the  premises  homesteaded,  and  at- 
tempted to  subject  the  same  to  the  payment 
of  the  debt,  on  the  ground  of  abandonment; 
and,  in  order  to  make  the  homestead  more 
secure,  a  rule  of  evidence  was  established  by 
the  adoption  of  said  section,  and  any  liti- 
gant attempting  to  subject  the  homestead 
to  the  payment  of  his  debt  must  show  that 
the  same  was  abandoned  by  a  written  dec- 
laration of  abandonment,  properly  executed 
and  acknowledged.  The  provisions  of  that 
section  are  not  applicable  to  the  case  at  bar. 
The  case  of  Mellen  v.  McMannis  (Idaho)  75 
Pac.  98,  decided  by  this  court,  is  not  in  point. 
In  that  case  it  was  not  shown  that  the  pur- 
chaser ever  went  into  the  possession  of  the 
premises  or  put  any  improvements  thereon, 
or  that  Clark  ever  accepted  the  purchase 
price  thereof,  or  that  his  wife  ever  knew  any- 
thing about  the  sale  or  ever  consented 
thereto. 

iS<'ctions  3040  and  3041  are  in  the  nature 
of  rules  of  evidence,  and  are  subject  to  the 
same  legal  principles  as  are  conveyances  fall- 
ing under  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  the 
rules  of  equitable  estoppel  and  waiver.  We 
are  aware  that  there  is  much  conflict  among 
the  decisions  of  the  question  of  how  far  the 
doctrine  of  equitable  estoppel  applies  to  mar- 
ried women.  One  of  the  leading  decisions 
of  the  Pacific  Coast  states  is  that  of  Mor- 
rison V.  Wilson,  13  Cal.  495,  73  Am.  Dec. 
593.  See  also  cases  cited  in  1  Notes  on  Cal- 
ifornia Reports,  pp.  604,  605.  In  §  814. 
2  Pomeroy's  Equity  Jurisprudence,  it  is 
stated  as  follows:  "Upon  the  question  how 
far  the  doctrine  of  equitable  estoppel  by 
conduct  applies  to  married  women,  there  is 
some  conflict  among  the  decisions.  The 
tendency  of  modern  autliority,  however,  is 
strongly   towards   the   enforcement   of   the 
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estoppel  against  married  women,  as  against 
persons  aui  juris,  with  little  or  no  limita- 
tion on  account  of  their  disability.  This 
is  plainly  so  in  states  where  the  legislation 
has  freed  their  property  from  all  interest  or 
control  of  their  husbands,  and  has  clothed 
them  with  partial  or  complete  capacity  to 
deal  with  it  as  though  they  were  single. 
Even  independently  of  this  legislation  there 
is  a  decided  preponderance  of  authority  sus- 
taining the  estoppel  against  her  either  when 
she  is  attempting  to  enforce  an  alleged 
right  or  to  maintain  a  defense."  The  author 
cites  modem  English  cases,  as  well  as 
American,  to  sustain  the  text.  In  the  case 
of  Oalbraith  v.  Lunsford,  87  Tenn.  89,  1  L. 
R.  A.  522,  9  S.  W.  365,  in  referring  to  Mor- 
rison V.  Wilson,  13  Cal.  495,  73  Am.  Dec. 
593,  the  Tennessee  court  says  that  the  case 
of  Morrison  v.  Wilson,  13  Cal.  495,  73  Am. 
Dec.  593,  "relied  on  so  confidently  by 
counsel  for  complainant,  seems  to  not  only 
deny  the  application  of  an  estoppel  in  pais 
to  a  married  woman,  but  goes  so  far  as  to 
hold  that  affirmative  fraud  on  her  part  will 
not  effect  that  result.  It  is  sufficient  to  say 
of  this  case  that  it  not  only  loses  sight  of 
the  distinction  referred  to  as  to  defective 
execution  of  a  contract,  but  is  directly  op- 
posed to  our  own  adjudged  cases,  so  far  as 
the  element  of  fraud  is  concerned."  In 
Pitcher  v.  Smith,  2  Head,  208,  it  is  said: 
"The  legal  disability  of  coverture  carries 
with  it  no  license  or  privilege  to  practise 
fraud  or  deception  on  other  innocent  per- 
sons." 

The  provisions  of  our  statutes  above  quot- 
ed must  not  be  so  construed  as  to  permit 
the  respondent  Lillie  I.  to  reap  the  benefits 
of  a  fraud  perpetrated  on  the  appellant.  It 
must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  is  no  con- 
flict in  the  evidence  in  this  case  whatever. 
The  legal  disability  of  married  women  in 
this  state  has  been  almost  entirely  removed. 
They  have  been  given  elective  franchise; 
they  may  hold  office;  and  under  the  2d  sec- 
tion of  an  act  approved  March  9,  1903 
(Sess.  Laws  1903,  p.  346),  the  wife  is  given 
the  management,  control,  and  absolute 
power  of  disposition  of  her  separate 
property,  with  like  effect  as  a  married  man 
may  in  relation  to  his  real  and  personal 
property.  It  is  true  that  said  act  was 
passed  subsequent  to  the  contract  involved 
in  this  suit,  but  this  only  tends  to  show  and 
support  the  doctrine  laid  down  in  2  Pom. 
Eq.  Jur.  §  814. 

As  to  the  statute  of  frauds,  §  6007,  Rev. 
Stat.,  provides  that  no  estate  or  interest  in 
real  property,  other  than  for  leases  having 
i\  term  not  exceeding  one  year,  nor  any  trust 
or  power  over  or  concerning  it,  or  in  any 
manner  relating  thereto,  can  be  created, 
jrranted.  assigned,  surrendered,  or  declared 
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otherwise  than  by  operation  of  law,  or  a 
conveyance  or  other  instrument  in  writing, 
subscribed  by  the  party  creating,  granting, 
assigning,  surrendering,  or  declaring  the 
same,  or  by  his  lawful  agent  thereunto 
authorized  in  writing.  It  is  conceded  that 
no  instrument  in  writing  has  been  executed 
in  this  case.  Section  6008,  Rev.  Stat., 
provides  that  the  section  above  cited  must 
not  be  construed  to  affect  the  power  of  a 
testator  in  the  disposition  of  his  real  prop- 
erty by  a  last  will  and  testament,  nor  to 
prevent  any  trust  from  arising  or  being  ex- 
tinguished by  implication  or  operation  of 
law,  nor  to  abridge  the  power  of  any  court 
to  compel  the  specific  performance  of  an 
agreement  in  case  of  part  performance 
thereof.  In  the  case  at  bar  it  is  shown  that 
the  contract  sued  on  is  an  executed  contract, 
so  far  as  appellant  is  concerned.  Hence,  so 
far  as  the  statute  of  frauds  is  concerned, 
the  trial  court  should  have  compelled  the 
respondents  to  convey  the  property  in  con- 
troversy, by  good  and  sufficient  deed,  to  the 
appellant.  Courts  of  equity  will  not  permit 
the  statute  of  frauds  or  the  statute  in  re- 
gard to  conveyance  of  married  women  to  be 
a  shield  to  protect  fraud ;  and  those  statutes 
were  not  enacted  to  encourage  frauds  and 
cheats.  The  appellant  had  paid  the  price 
agreed  to  be  paid  for  the  property,  had 
taken  possession  thereof,  and  expended  $250 
in  improving  the  same,  all  of  which  was 
assented  to  by  respondent  Lillie  I.;  and, 
under  the  well-established  rules  of  law  ap- 
plicable tp  the  case,  the  appellant  is  the 
owner  of  the  equitable  title  thereto.  Be- 
cause of  the  facts  of  this  case,  the  principle 
that  governs  is  more  in  the  nature  of  an 
estoppel  or  waiver  on  the  part  of  respondent 
Lillie  I.,  and  not  the  broad  principle  of 
abandonment,  as  suggested  by  the  provi- 
sions of  §  3041,  Rev.  Stat.,  above  quoted. 
While  the  provisions  of  the  sections  above 
quoted  were  made  for  the  protection  of 
married  woman,  they  were  not  intended  to 
operate  as  a  shield  to  relieve  them  against 
a  fraudulent  transaction,  such  as  the  one 
under  consideration,  and  she  is  estopped  b^ 
her  own  acts  from  interposing  the  provision 
of  said  sections  as  a  valid  defense  to  this 
action.  The  verbal  agreement  for  the  trans- 
fer of  the  homestead  in  question  was  as- 
sented to  by  both  husband  and  wife,  and 
was  followed  by  change  of  possession,  and 
permanent  improvement  placed  thereon  by 
the  purchaser,  and  a  payment  of  the  pur- 
chase price.  Those  acts  operated  to  trans- 
fer the  equitable  title  to  the  appellant. 
That  being  true  a  court  of  equity  will  com- 
pel the  respondents  to  convey  the  legal  title 
to  the  appellant. 

The  judgment  is  revertird,  and  the  cause 
remanded  for   further    proceedings    in    con- 
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formity  with  the  views  herein  expressed. 
Ooets  are  awarded  to  appellant. 

Stookslaser,  J.,  concurs. 

Allshie,  J.,  dissenting: 

If  it  should  be  conceded,  which  I  am  not 
now  prepared  to  do,  that  the  doctrine  of 
estoppel  in  jmis  can  be  applied  to  a  mar- 
ried woman  in  this  state,  still  I  do  not  think 
the  conduct  of  the  wife,  as  shown  in  this 
case,  is  sufficient  to  establish  an  estoppel 
against  her.  It  is  clear  from  the  record 
that  the  appellant  did  not  contract  with  the 
husband  or  part  with  his  money  upon  any 
representation  or  action  of  the  wife,  and 
•he  cannot>  therefore,  be  charged  with  any 
acts  of  fraud.  It  is  equally  clear,  without 
eitation  of  authority,  that  the  wife  should 
not  be  held  for  the  fraudulent  acts  of  her 
husband,  in  which  she  has  not  participated. 
For  this  reason,  the  judgment  should  be 
affirmed. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
Stookslaeer,  Ch.  J.,  on  May  13,  1905, 
handed  down  the  following  additional  opin- 
ion: 

Counsel  for  petitioner  filed  a  lengthy  pe- 
tition setting  up  many  reasons  why  a  re- 
hearing should  be  granted.  The  earnestness 
of  the  petition,  and  well-known  ability  of 
counsel  representing  her,  prompted  the  court 
to  hear  further  argument,  and  a  rehearing 
was  granted.  Briefs  w^ere  filed  and  argu- 
ments heard  at  the  March  term  at  Lewiston. 
The  questions  discussed  are,  first,  as  to  the 
estoppel  of  Mrs.  Woodworth ;  secondly,  that 
of  fraud  on  her  part.  These  questions  were 
discussed  on  the  hearing,  and  were  consid- 
"Cred  by  the  court  from  every  standpoint  be- 
fore the  opinion  was  finally  agreed  upon. 
We  agree  that  the  legislature  of  this  state 
has  uniformly  dealt  kindly,  and  we  think 
fairly,  in  protecting  married  women  in  their 
property  rights.  In  this  legislation  for  her 
protection,  it  was  not  intended  to  shield  her 
in  any  wrongful  act.  Under  the  facts  in 
this  case,  which  are  fully  stated  in  the  opin- 
ion by  Mr.  Chief  Justice  Sullivan,  I  do  not 
think  she  can  escape  the  doctrine  of  equi- 
table estoppel.  Counsel  for  petitioner  call 
our  attention  to  a  number  of  authorities, 
among  them  being  §  813,  Pomeroy's  Eq.  Jur., 
vol.  2.  We  quote  the  section  from  their 
hrief :  "The  measure  of  the  operation  of  an 
•estoppel  is  the  extent  of  the  representation 
made  by  one  party,  and  acted  on  by  the  oth- 
«r.  The  estoppel  is  commensurate  with  the 
thing  represented,  and  operates  to  put  the 
party  entitled  to  its  benefit  iif  the  same  po- 
sition as  if  the  thing  represented  were  true. 
With  respect  to  the  persons  who  are  bound 
by,  or  who  may  claim  the  benefit  of,  the  es- 
toppel, it  operates  between  the  immediate 
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parties  and  their  privies,  whether  by  blood, 
by  estate,  or  by  contract.  A  stranger  who 
is  not  a  party  nor  a  privy  can  neither  be 
bound  nor  aided.  Since  the  whole  doctrine 
is  a  creature  of  equity  and  governed  by 
equitable  principles,  it  necessarily  follows 
that  the  party  who  claims  the  benefit  of  an 
estoppel  must  not  only  have  been  free  from 
fraud  in  the  transaction,  but  must  have  act- 
ed with  good  faith  and  reasonable  diligence; 
otherwise  no  equity  will  arise  in  his  favor." 
Applying  this  rule  to  the  party  claiming  ex- 
emption from  the  doctrine  of  estoppel,  what 
is  her  standing  in  a  court  of  equity?  She 
knew  the  defendant  appellant  entered  into 
the  possession  of  the  property,  put  valuable 
improvements  thereon,  and  paid  all  but  $25 
of  the  agreed  purchase  prioe,  and  then,  when 
he  demands  a  deed,  comes  into  a  court  of 
equity  and  asks  for  relief  under  a  plea  that 
she  had  filed  a  homestead  declaration  on  the 
property;  he  oflfering  to  allow  plaintiff  to 
take  judgment  for  amount  found  due  the 
plaintiff  after  deducting  rental  for  the  prop- 
erty for  the  time  it  was  occupied  by  plain- 
tiff, and  she  asking  to  be  dismissed  with 
her  costs.  Under  the  rule  laid  down  by  Mr. 
Pomeroy,  above  quoted,  it  is  immaterial 
whether  there  was  an  allegation  or  proof 
of  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  defendants  or 
not.  He  says:  •*The  party  who  claims  the 
benefit  of  an  estoppel  must  not  only  have 
been  free  from  fraud  in  the  transaction,  but 
must  have  acted  with  good  faith  and  reason- 
able diligence;  otherwise  no  equity  will  arise 
in  his  favor."  Now,  what  was  the  duty  of 
Mrs.  Woodworth  when  she  visited  the  premi- 
ses in  dispute,  and  found  them  occupied  by 
appellant  and  his  family,  making  valuable 
and  lasting  improvements  upon  the  house  in 
good  faith,  believing  they  were  the  owners 
thereof  ?  Mrs.  Grice,  wife  of  appellant,  testi- 
fies: "I  am  the  wife  of  plaintiff.  Was  his 
wife  at  the  time  he  moved  into  and  took 
possession  of  the  Woodworth  property.  Am 
acquainted  with  Mrs.  Woodworth,  one  of  the 
defendants  in  this  action.  Have  known  her 
for  eight  or  nine  years  at  Moscow.  She 
was  living  either  at  Wallace  or  Wardner  at 
the  time  we  took  possession  of  the  property. 
I  knew  of  her  coming  back  to  Moscow  two 
years  ago, — ^the  spring  of  1902.  I  was  down 
at 'the  hospital  one  afternoon,  and  met  Mr. 
Woodworth  in  the  hall.  He  was  going 
down-stairs,  and  he  said:  'Lillie  is  up- 
stairs. You  had  better  go  upstairs  and  see 
her.'  Miss  Baker  was  with  me  at  the  time. 
We  went  upstairs.  Mrs.  Woodworth  was  in 
the  parlor,  and  we  sat  down  and  talked. 
In  our  conversation,  she  asked  me  how  I 
liked  our  new  home.  I  said,  'Real  well;' 
that  it  was  fine,  and  such  a  pretty  location, 
— ^and  remarked  that  it  was  rather  large. 
She  said  that  was  the  objection  she  always 
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had  to  the  place.  That  was  the  substance 
of  the  conversation.  I  had  another  conver- 
sation with  her — ^I  imagine  in  June — some 
time  in  1902.  I  know  it  was  quite  warm. 
She  and  her  mother  called  at  the  house  one 
afternoon.  They  came  in,  sat  down,  and 
talked  to  me.  We  had  the  house  painted 
at  the  time.  She  remarked  how  pretty  the 
house  looked  sinoe  it  was  painted.  She 
says:  *It  is  just  the  color  we  intended  to 
have  it  painted  if  we  hadn't  sold  the  place.' 
She  says*:  *You  have  the  sitting  room 
painted,  too.  It  is  very  pretty.*"  Lecta 
D.  Baker  testified  she  had  lived  in  Moscow 
about  sixteen  years.  Knew  all  the  parties 
to  the  case,  and  has  known  Mrs.  Woodworth 
ever  since  she  has  lived  in  Moscow.  Heard 
the  two  conversations  related  by  Mrs.  Grice, 
and  practically  relates  them  in  the  siame  lan- 
guage. Mrs.  A.  J.  McDonald  testifies  to  a 
conversation  with  Mrs.  Woodworth  in 
March,  1903.  She  says,  "She  asked  Mrs. 
Woodworth  if  they  weren't  sorry  that  they 
had  sold  their  home,"  and  she  said,  "I  guess 
we  are."  I  said,  "Why  did  you  sell?"  She 
said  that  Mr.  Woodworth  said  they  were  go- 
ing away,  and  they  would  never  come  back 
to  Moscow  again,  and  they  thought  they 
might  just  as  well  sell  while  they  had  a 
chance.  If  Mrs.  Woodworth  desired  to  deal 
fairly  with  the  Grioes  when  she  returned 
from  Moscow,  and  found  them  in  possession 
of  her  property,  upon  which  she  had  filed  a 
homestead  declaration,  if  she  did  not  know 
they  were  occupying  the  property  under  a 
claim  of  purchase  prior  to  that  time,  she 
should  have  then  said  to  them:  "You  are 
improving  property,  upon  which  I  have  filed 
my  homestead  declaration.  I  have  never 
consented  to  the  sale  of  it,  and  still  desire 
to  claim  it  as  my  home."  This  would  have 
been  good  faith  and  reasonable  diligence. 
Equity  does  not  permit  her  to  remain  silent 
as  to  her  claims,  and  by  her  conversation 
encourage  appellants  to  continue  their  pay- 
ments and  improvements  on  the  property, 
and  then,  when  they  demand  a  deed,  answer 
by  saying:  "You  can  take  a  judgment 
against  my  husband  for  the  amount  you 
have  paid  on  the  purchase  price  and  for  the 
improvements  made,  less  the  reasonable 
rental  during  the  time  you  have  occupied 
the  premises,  but  the  property  has  increased 
in  value,  and  I  am  informed  I  can  hold  it 
under  my  homestead  declaration.  You  may 
enforce  your  judgment  against  my  husband 
if  you  can,  but  I  will  hold  the  property, 
which  has  about  doubled  in  valuation." 
Courts  of  equity  should  not  and  will  not  en- 
courage such  transactions  as  are  shown  to 
exist  in  this  case,  and  exempt  them  from 
compliance  with  the  contract. 

After  carefully  reconsidering  this  case  we 
are  still  of  the  view  that  the  opinion  here- 
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tofore  filed  correctly  states  the  law  of  this 
case. 

SnlllTaii,  J.,  concurs. 

Allshie,  J.,  dissenting: 

The  application  of  the  doctrine  adopted 
in  this  case  to  the  facts  it  discloses  works 
an  effectual  rape  of  the  statute,  in  the  name 
of  that  facile  and  beguiling  progeny  of 
equity  called  "estoppel."  I  shall  not  enter 
upon  any  discussion  as  to  whether  or  not 
the  homestead  of  a  married  woman  may  be 
alienated  or  transferred  in  any  other  man- 
ner than  that  pointed  out  by  statute.  I  am 
convinced,  however,  that,  if  the  doctrine  of 
estoppel  adopted  by  my  brothers  is  appli- 
cable to  a  married  woman,  and  not  forbid- 
den by  express  statute,  notwithstanding 
such  a  rule  the  facts  of  this  case  are  entirely 
barren  of  the  elements  of  estoppel.  In  16 
Cyc  Law  &  Proc.  p.  726,  Prof.  Bigelow  de- 
fines the  essential  elements  of  estoppel  in  pau 
as  follows :  "In  order  to  constitute  an  equita- 
ble estoppel,  there  must  exist  a  false  repre- 
sentation or  concealment  of  material  facts: 
it  must  have  been  made  with  knowledge,  ac- 
tual or  constructive,  of  the  facts;  the  party 
to  whom  it  was  made  must  have  been  with- 
out knowledge,  or  the  means  of  knowledge, 
of  the  real  facts;  it  must  have  been  made 
with  the  intention  that  it  should  be  acted 
upon;  and  the  party  to  whom  it  wa«  made 
must  have  relied  on  or  acted  upon  it  to 
his  prejudice."  Applying  this  test  to  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  record,  not  a  single 
element  of  estoppel  as  against  Mrs.  Wood- 
worth  can  be  gleaned  from  this  case.  All 
the  acts,  declarations,  and  conduct  of  the 
wife  in  this  case  which  are  held  to  constitute 
an  estoppel  are  narrated  in  the  opinions  of 
my  associates,  and  it  is  therefore  unneces- 
sary for  me  to  repeat  them  here.  The  act?* 
and  declarations  of  the  wife  in  this  case,  by 
which  she  is  estopped  to  set  up  the  plea 
of  her  homestead  right,  were  made  to  third 
parties,  and  that  in  the  course  of  casual 
conversation  which  took  place  long  aftcr 
the  purchaser,  Grice,  had  paid  the  entire 
purchase  price,  with  the  exception  of  a  veri* 
trivial  sum.  And  indeed  there  is  no  evidence 
in  the  record  anywhere  showing,  or  tending 
to  show,  that  the  substance  of  tiieee  conver- 
sations and  declarations,  or  any  part  there- 
of, was  ever  at  any  time  communicated  to 
Grice  prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  ac- 
tion. It  is  not  even  shown  when  the  wift» 
came  into  knowledge  of  the  fact  that  her 
husband  had  sold,  or  contracted  to  sell,  this 
homestead,  aftd,  so  far  as  the  record  is  con- 
cerned, that  information  may  have  been 
gathered  by  her  long  after  her  husband  had 
received  the  entire  purchase  price,  with  the 
exception  of  $25  unpaid  at  the  time  the  ae- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1904. 


Grice  v.  Woodworth. 


591 


tion  was  oommenoed.  It  is  said  by  the  chief 
justice  in  his  opinion  that,  "if  Mrs.  Wood- 
worth  desired  to  deal  fairly  with  the  Grices 
when  she  returned  from  Moscow  and  found 
them  in  possession  of  her  property,  .  .  . 
she  should  have  then  said  to  them:  'You 
are  improving  property  upon  which  I  have 
filed  my  homestead  declaration.  I  have 
never  consented  to  the  sale  of  it,  and  still 
desire  to  claim  it  as  my  home.* "  One 
would  infer  from  this  statement  that  Grico 
had  no  information  as  to  the  filing  of  the 
homestead,  but  that  would  be  a  wrong  im- 
pression. As  a  matter  of  fact,  the  home- 
stead declaration  was  of  record  long  before 
Grioe  entered  into  the  contract  with  Wood- 
worth  or  took  possession  of  the  property, 
and  he  was  chargeable  with  notice  of  such 
fact,  as  well  as  with  notice  of  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  to  the  effect  that  the 
wife  cannot  be  devested  of  her  homestead 
right  except  by  an  instrument  in  writing 
duly  acknowledged  by  her.  The  laches  and 
neglect  shown  in  this  case  are  to  my  mind 
entirely  chargeable  to  appellant,  rather  than 
to  the  respondent  Mrs.  Woodworth.  It  is 
true,  as  said  by  counsel  for  respondent  in 
their  brief,  "that  a  certain  degree  of  negli- 
gence is  a  luxury  that  all  mankind  are  li- 
censed to  enjoy,  and  for  which  every  man 
must  make  an  allowance  in  his  dealings 
with  other  men."  This  is  said  upon  the 
theory,  I  presume,  that  all  men — and  women 
too— are  human,  and  may  not  live  up  to  all 
the  moral  obligations  their  neighbors  may 
think  that  Code  imposes;  but  for  every 
such  dereliction  a  court  of  equity  cannot  in- 
terpose with  an  adequate  and  speedy  reme- 
dy. It  is  difficult  to  understand  upon  what 
theory  either  the  actions,  declarations,  or 
conduct  of  this  married  woman  are  to  be 
construed  into  an  estoppel  against  her  de- 
fending her  homestead  rights  where  the  rec- 
ord contains  not  a  word  showing  that  the 
party  who  purchased  from  her  husband  part- 
ed with  a  single  dollar  or  made  the  slightest 
improvement  upon  the  property  upon  any 
statement,  act,  or  representation  made  by 
her.  In  speaking  of  an  estoppel  by  actions 
and  conduct.  Justice  Field,  in  Henshaw  v. 
Bissell,  18  Wall.  271,  21  L.  ed.  840,  says: 
"For  its  application  there  must  be  some  in- 
tended deception  in  the  conduct  or  declara- 
tions of  the  party  to  be  estopped,  or  such 
gross  negligence  on  his  part  as  to  amount 
to  constructive  fraud."  Such  ig  not  the 
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case  here.  The  wife  is  apparently  estopped 
in  this  case  because  she  didn't,  as  soon  as 
she  learned  of  this  sale  by  her  husband, 
rush  out  upon  the  street  and  to  her  neigh- 
bors, and  recount  her  troubles  to  everyone 
with  whom  she  met,  and,  of  course,  neces- 
sarily berate  the  conduct  of  her  husband, 
and  brand  him  as  one  who  was  obtaining 
money  under  false  pretenses. 

After  reading  the  majority  opinion  in  this 
case,  the  femes  covert  of  this  common- 
wealth, in  order  to  hereafter  avoid  the  plea 
of  estoppel,  will  find  it  necessary,  where 
their  speculative  husbands  have  parted  with 
the  old  homestead  without  their  consent,  to 
then  turn .  Xantippes,  and  rail  their  griev- 
ances as  well  from  the  housetops  and  market 
places  as  from  the  forum.  And  indeed,  in 
order  that  they  may  not  be  estopjwd,  thev 
should,  on  their  "days  at  home,"  apprise  all 
their  gentle  callers  that,  while  their  im- 
pecunious spouses  lured  them  away  from 
the  old  homestead  bound  with  cords  of  af- 
fection, still  they  are  as  deeply  attached  to 
that  declaration  of  homestead  as  they  were 
on  the  day  w^hen  a  considerate  husband  first 
suggested  its  execution.  Or  when  she  re- 
turns the  call  made  by  the  "innocent  pur- 
chaser's" wife,  she  might  save  herself  from 
the  bar  of  estoppel  by  reciting  to  that  good 
dame  how  their  husbands  both  were  igno- 
rant of  the  statute,  as  well  as  unmindful  of 
her  individual  property  rights,  and  learned 
in  the  arts  of  fraud.  Or  when  the  "innocent 
purchaser,"  ignorant  of  the  statute,  calls  to 
pay  her  avaricious  husband  his  monthly  in- 
stalment, she  might  eject  him  from  the 
premises  and  deliver  him  a  personal  dis- 
course, and  thereby,  in  a  modest  but  Portian 
way,  save  herself  from  this  oft  salutary, 
ever  convenient,  but  sometimes  dangerous, 
plea  of  estoppel.  The  majority  have  told 
the  good  wives  of  this  state  that  they  must 
talk  or  be  estopped.  I  am  chagrined  to 
hear  it.  It  is  enough  if  they  keep  still ;  in- 
deed, the  law  hath  required  no  more;  and, 
moreover,  equity  taketh  no  delight  in  a  pa- 
rade of  grievances  and  multiplicity  of  trou- 
bles where  peace  and  quietude  might  reign. 
I  am  persuaded  that  it  hath  never  before 
been  written  that  our  good  wives  should  be 
estopped  by  the  courtesies  and  pleasantries 
they  exchange  when  "making  calls"  or  at 
the  "tea  party." 

I  think  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 
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Thomas  HACKETT,  App*., 

V. 

Trustees     of     BROOKSVILLE     GRADED 
SCHOOL  DISTRICT  et  al. 


(. 


.Ky.. 


.) 


1.  Offerinar  a  prayer  at  tbe  beffinnlnar 
of  school  each  day,  asking  direction  and 
guidance,  which  does  not  represent  any  pe- 
culiar view  or  dogma  of  any  sect  or  de- 
nomination, does  not  bring  a  public  school 
within  a  provision  of  the  Constitution  that 
no  portion  of  any  fund  or  tax  raised  for 
educational  purposes  shall  be  used  in  aid  of 
any  sectarian  or  denominational  school. 

2.  A  school  Is  not  a  place  of  worship, 
nor  is  the  teacher  a  minister  of  religion,  with- 
in the  meaning  of  a  constitutional  provision 
that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  attend 
any  place  of  worship  or  contribute  to  the  sup- 
port of  any  minister  of  religion,  although 
prayer  Is  offered  at  the  opening  of  sessions 
of  the  school. 

8.  The  KInff  James  translation  of  the 
Bible  is  not  a  sectarian  book  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  providing  that  no  sec- 
tarian book  shall  be  used  in  any  common 
school. 

(May  31,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Bracken  County 
denying  an  injunction  to  restrain  alleged 
sectarian  or  denominational  exercises  in  a 
public  school.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr,  William  A.  Byrne  for  appellant. 

Mr.  E.  li.  Worthinston,  for  appellees: 

In  making  choice  of  an  English  translation 
to  be  read,  it  was  eminently  proper  to  select 
the  translation  that  is  commonly  used  by 
English  speaking  people,  and  against  which 
the  fewest  objections  could  be  urged. 

The  King  James  translation  of  the  Bible 
is  not  a  sectarian  book. 

State  ex  reh  Freeman  v.  BchevCt  66  Neb. 
853,  59  L.  R.  A.  927,  91  N.  W.  846,  93  N.  W. 
169;  Vidal  v.  Philadelphia,  2  How.  200,  11 
L.  ed.  235. 

Reading  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools 
is  not  forbidden  by  the  Constitution. 

Pfeiffer  v.  Board  of  Education,  118  Mich. 
560,  42  L.  R.  A.  536,  77  N.  W.  250;  Moore 
V.  Monroe,  64  Iowa,  367,  52  Am.  Rep.  444, 
20  N.  W.  475 ;  Donahue  v.  Richards,  38  Me. 
379,  61  Am.  Dec.  256;  Cook  County  v.  Chi- 
cago Industrial  School  for  OirU,   125   111. 

Note. — ^As  to  reading  of  Bible,  or  repeating  of 
prayers.  In  schools,  see  also,  in  this  series,  State 
ex  rel.  Weiss  v.  District  Board.  7  L.  R.  A.  330 ; 
Pfefffer  v.  Board  of  Education,  42  L.  R.  A.  536 ; 
State  c«  rel.  Freeman  v.  Scheve,  59  L.  R.  A. 
927 :  and  Blllard  v.  Board  of  Education,  66  L. 
R.  A.  166. 
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640,  1  L.  R.  A.  437,  8  Am.  St.  Rep.  415,  18  N. 
E.  183. 

O'Bear,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Appellant,  who  resides  in  the  town  of 
Brooksville,  and  has  children  attending  the 
Brooksville  graded  common  school,  brought 
this  suit  against  the  trustees  and  teachers 
of  the  school,  seeking  an  injunction  against 
the  use  of  the  English  translation  of  the 
Bible,  known  as  the  "King  James"  or  "Au- 
thorized Edition,"  and  to  prevent  the  teach- 
ers from  opening  the  school  with  prayers 
or  songs  alleged  to  be  of  a  denominational 
character.  On  full  hearing  the  injunction 
was  denied,  and  the  petition  dismissed. 

To  get  at  the  exact  question  presented  for 
decision  on  this  appeal,  we  will  eliminate 
the  allegation  concerning  worship  of  God 
by  singing  sectarian  songs.  There  was  no 
proof  whatever  that  any  songs  of  any  kind 
had  been  sung  during  the  school  year  m 
which  the  suit  was  brought,  nor  was  it 
either  required  or  permitted.  Whether  it 
was  permissible  to  have  sung  the  songs 
complained  of  is  not,  tlierefore,  a  matter  con- 
sidered by  the  court. 

Appellant  invokes  fi  189  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  Kentucky  and  §  4368,  Ky.  Stat.  1903, 
which  read  as  follows: 

"No  portion  of  any  fund  or  tax  now  ex- 
isting, or  that  may  hereafter  be  raised  or 
levied  for  educational  purposes,  shall  be  ap- 
propriated to,  or  used  by,  or  in  aid  of,  any 
church,  sectarian,  or  denominational  school." 
Const.  S  189. 

"No  books  or  other  publications  of  a  sec- 
tarian, infidel,  or  immoral  character  shall  be 
used  or  distributed  in  any  common  school; 
nor  shall  any  sectarian,  infidel,  or  immoral 
doctrine  be  taught  therein."  Ky.  Stat.  1903, 
§  4368. 

The  Bro<^sville  graded  common  school  is 
maintained  by  the  state  by  the  imposition 
of  taxes.  It  is  open  alike  to  all  white  chil- 
dren within  certain  ages  who  or  whose 
parents  are  residents  of  the  district.  It  is 
in  no  sense  a  sectarian,  church,  or  denomi- 
national school.  Section  189  of  the  Consti- 
tution was  aimed  not  to  regulate  the  cur- 
riculum of  the  common  schools  of  the  stnto. 
but  to  prevent  the  appropriation  of  public 
money  to  aid  schools  maintained  by  any 
church  or  sect  of  religionists.  If  the  Con- 
stitution deals  directly  with  the  question  of 
compulsory  worship,  it  is  in  §  5,  which 
reads  as  follows :  "No  preference  shall  ever 
be  given  by  law  to  any  religious  sect,  society, 
or  denomination;  nor  to  any  particular 
creed,  mode  of  worship,  or  system  of  ecclesi- 
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astical  polity;  nor  shall  any  person  be  com- 
pelled U>  attend  any  place  of  worship,  to  con- 
tribute to  the  erection  or  maintenance  of 
any  such  place,  or  to  the  salary  or  support 
of  any  mmister  of  religion;  nor  shall  any 
man  be  compelled  to  send  his  child  to  any 
school  to  which  he  may  be  conscientiously 
opposed;  and  the  civil  rights,  privileges,  or 
capacities  of  no  person  shall  be  taken  away, 
or  in  any  wise  diminished  or  enlarged,  on 
account  of  his  belief  or  disbelief  of  any  re- 
ligious tenet,  dogma,  or  teaching.  No  hu- 
man authority  shall,  in  any  case  whatever, 
control  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  con- 
science.** If,  under  the  guise  of  public  in- 
struction, children  should  be  required  to  at- 
tend schools  where  worship  of  God  was  com- 
pulsory, it  would  seem  to  be  within  the  pro- 
hibition of  that  section.  We  find  from  the 
evidence  in  this  case  that,  while  chapters  of 
passages  from  the  Bible  (King  James  trans- 
lation) were  read,  and  prayers  were  offered 
by  the  teachers  at  the  opening  of  the  school 
each  morning,  appellant's  children,  who  are 
members  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church, 
were  not  required  to  attend  during  those 
exercises,  nor  were  they  or  others  who  were 
conscientiously  opposed  to  doing  so  required 
to  participate  in  them. 

Two  questions  are  presented  by  the  rec- 
ord for  decision:  (1)  Does  the  offering  of 
prayer  to  God  in  opening  a  school,  such  as 
was  offered  in  the  Brooksville  school,  make 
that  school  a  "sectarian  school,"  within  the 
meaning  of  §  189  of  the  Constitution?  (2) 
Is  the  King  James  translation  of  the  Bible 
a  "sectarian  book,"  within  the  meaning  of 
«  4368,  Ky.  Stat.? 

The  prayer  that  was  offered,  and  which  it 
is  urged  converted  the  school  into  a  secta- 
rian school,  is  as  follows:  "Our  Father  who 
art  in  Heaven,  we  ask  Thy  aid  in  our  day's 
work.  Be  with  us  in  all  we  do  and  say. 
Give  us  wisdom  and  strength  and  patience  to 
teach  these  children  as  they  should  be 
taught.  May  teacher  and  pupil  have  mu- 
tual love  and  respect.  Watch  over  these  chil- 
dren, both  in  schoolroom  and  on  the  play- 
ground. Keep  them  from  being  hurt  in  any 
way,  and  at  last,  when  we  come  to  die,  may 
none  of  our  number  be  missing  around  Thy 
Throne.  These  things  we  ask  for  Christ's 
sake.  Amen."  It  has  not  been  pointed  out 
to  us  wlierein  the  prayer  quoted  is  sectarian 
in  its  construction.  The  Reverend  Father 
James  A.  Cusack,  a  witness  for  appellant, 
asseverates  that,  in  his  opinion,  it  is  secta- 
rian. But  he  admits  that  there  is  nothing 
in  it  repugnant  to  the  doctrines  of  his  re- 
ligious belief  (Roman  Catholic).  Nor  does 
he  claim  that  it  is  promulgated,  authorized, 
or  used  by  any  sect  of  religionists  whatever. 
As  neither  the  form  nor  substance  of  the 
prayer  complained  of  seems  to  represent  any 
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peculiar  view  or  dogma  of  any  sect  or  de- 
nomination, or  to  teach  them,  or  to  detract 
from  those  of  any  other,  it  is  not  sectarian 
in  the  sense  that  the  word  is  commonly 
used  and  understood,  and  as  it  was  evident- 
ly intended  in  the  section  quoted.  The  con- 
stitutional convention,  in  framing  the  organ- 
ic law  for  all  the  people  of  the  state,  must 
be  presimied  to  have  used  ordinary  words,  . 
not  according  to  the  peculiar  views  of  a  few, 
but  as  generally  used.  The  word  "secta- 
rian," from  the  connection  in  which  it  is 
used,  cannot  be  given  the  construction  con- 
tended for  by  appellant,  which  seems  to  be 
that  any  form  of  prayer  not  authorized  by  a 
particular  church  is  sectarian. 

Though  it  be  conceded  that  any  prayer  is 
worship,  and  that  public  prayer  is  public 
worship,  still  appellant's  children  were  not 
compelled  to  attend  the  place  where  the  wor- 
shipping was  done  during  the  prayer.  The 
school  was  not  "a  place  of  worship,"  nor  SLve- 
its  teachers  "ministers  of  religion,"  within 
the  contemplation  of  §  5  of  the  Constitution, 
although  a  prayer  may  be  offered  inciden- 
tally at  the  openinjg  of  the  school  by  a  teach- 
er. Meetings  of  the  general  assembly  are 
opened  by  prayer,  and  other  state  institu- 
tions authorize  the  worship  of  God.  They 
have  never  been  regarded  as  fostering  sec- 
tarian teachings.  Tlie  complaint  in  this 
case  goes  only  to  the  sectarian  feature  of 
the  exercises,  not  because  they  were  reli- 
gious. It  is  not  contended  that  it  was  the 
purpose  of  the  Constitution  to  prevent  wor- 
ship, nor  to  prevent  teachers  in  the  public 
schools  from  assuming  worshipful  relations. 
The  greaX  aim  was  to  keep  church  and  state 
forever  separate  ae  distinct  institutions;  to 
prevent  the  government  of  one  form  assum- 
ing rightful  control  of  the  government  of 
the  other.  Nor  is  it  clear  that  it  was  in- 
tended to  keep  religion  out  of  the  school, 
though  it  is  apparent  that  one  aim,  at  least, 
was  to  keep  the  "church"  out.  The  question 
is  not  presented,  and  is  not,  therefore,  decid- 
ed, whether  any  exercise  which  partakes  inci- 
dentally of  worship  is  prohibited. 

The  m.ain  question,  we  conceive  to  be.  Is 
the  King  James  translation  of  the  Bible,  or, 
for  that  matter,  any  edition  of  the  Bible,  a 
sectarian  book?  There  is,  perhaps,  no  book 
that  is  so  widely  used  and  so  highly  re- 
spected as  the  Bible ;  no  other  that  has  been 
translated  into  as  many  tongues;  no  other 
that  has  had  such  marked  influence  upon 
the  habits  and  life  of  the  world.  It  is  not 
the  least  of  its  marvelous  attributes  that  it 
is  so  catholic  that  every  seeming  phase  of 
belief  finds  comfort  in  its  comprehensive  pre- 
cepts. Many  translations  of  it,  and  of  parts 
of  it,  have  been  made  from  time  to  time, 
since  two  or  three  centuries  before  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Christian  era.     And  since  the 
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discovery  of  the  art  of  printing  and  the 
manufacture  of  paper  in  the  sixteenth  cen- 
tury, a  great  many  editions  of  it  have  heen 
printed.  There  is  controversy  over  the  au- 
thenticity of  some  parts  of  some  of  the'edi- 
tions.  And  there  are  some  people  who  do 
not  believe  that  any  of  it  is  the  inspired  or 
revealed  word  of  God.  Yet  it  remains  that 
civilized  mankind  generally  accord  to  it  a 
reverential  regard,  while  all  who  study  its 
sublime  sentiments  and  consider  its  great 
moral  influence  must  a^imit  that  it  is,  from 
any  point  of  view,  one  of  the  most  important 
of  books.  That  it  has  drawn  to  its  careful 
study  and  research  into  its  history  and 
translations  so  many  profound  scholars  of 
history,  is  not  to  be  wondered  at.  The  re- 
sult has  been  that,  while  many  editions  of 
the  several  translations  have  been  made, 
those  based  upon  the  revision  compiled  un- 
der the  reign  of  King  James  I.,  1607-1611, 
and  very  generally  used  by  Protestants,  and 
the  one  compiled  at  Douay  some  time  pre- 
vious, and  which  was  later  adopted  by  the 
Roman  Catholic  Church  as  the  only  authen- 
tic version,  are  the  most  commonly  used  in 
this  country.  That  the  Bible,  or  any  partic- 
ular edition,  has  been  adopted  by  one  or 
more  denominations  as  authentic,  or  by 
them  asserted  to  be  inspired,  cannot  make  it 
a  sectarian  book.  The  book  itself,  to  be  sec- 
tarian, must  show  that  it  teaches  the  pecul- 
iar dogmas  of  a  sect  as  such,  and  not  alone 
that  it  is  so  comprehensive  as  to  include 
them  by  the  partial  interpretation  of  its  ad- 
herents. Nor  is  a  book  sectarian  merely  be- 
cause it  was  edited  or  compiled  by  those  of 
a  particular  sect.  It  is  not  the  authorship 
nor  mechanical  composition  of  the  book,  nor 
the  use  of  it,  but  its  contents,  that  give  it 
its  character.  Appellant's  view  seems  to  be 
that  the  church  is  the  custodian  and  inter- 
preter of  the  Bible  as  God's  word.  From 
that  it  is  supposed  that  any  Bible  not  put 
forth  by  authority  of  a  church  claiming 
that  prerogative  is  sectarian.  The  question 
is  not  whether  the  version  used  is  canonical 
or  apocryphal.  That  question  does  not  at 
all  enter  into  the  matter.  Otherwise  it 
would  inevitably  lead  to  the  state  that  any 
book  not  favored  by  some  church  authority, 
or  which  may  be  supposed  by  it  to  be  hostile 
to  its  teachings,  would  be  sectarian.  In 
that  way  the  authority  of  a  church  could 
largely  control  the  course  of  study  in  the 
public  schools  by  issuing  its  bull  against  cer- 
tain scientific  or  moral  treatises  as  being 
atheistic  or  heretic.  The  very  mischief 
aimed  at  by  the  framers  of  the  Constitution, 
and  by  the  people  adopting  it,  would  thus  be 
acoomplishod,  viz.,  the  interference  in  mat- 
ters of  state  by  the  church. 

If  the  legislature  or  the  constitutional 
convention  had  intende<l  that  the  Bihie 
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should  be  proscribed,  they  \ix)uld  simply 
have  said  so.  The  word  "Bible"  is  shorter 
and  better  understood  than  the  word  "sec- 
tarian." It  is  not  conceivable  that,  if  it  had 
been  intended  to  exclude  the  Bible  from  pub- 
lic schools,  that  purpose  would  have  been  ob- 
scured within  the  controversial  word.  Nor 
can  we  conceive  that  under  the  American 
system  of  providing  thorough  education  of 
all  the  youth,  to  fit  them  for  good  citizen- 
ship in  every  sense,  the  legislature  or  the 
constitutional  convention  could  have  intend- 
ed to  exclude  from  their  course  of  instruc- 
tion any  consideration  of  such  a  work,  whose 
historical  and  literary  value,  aside  from  its 
theological  aspects,  would  seem  to  entitle  it 
to  a  high  place  in  any  well-ordered  course 
of  general  instruction.  The  history  of  a 
religion,  including  its  teachings  and  claim 
of  authority, — ^as,  for  example,  the  writings 
of  Confucius  or  Mahomet, — might  be  profit- 
ably studied.  Why  may  not  also  the  wis- 
dom of  Solomon  and  the  life  of  Christ?  If 
the  same  things  were  in  any  other  book  than 
the  Bible,  it  would  not  be  doubted  that  it 
was  within  the  discretion  of  the  school 
boards  and  teachers  whether  it  was  expedi- 
ent to  include  them  in  the  common-school 
course  of  study  without  violating  the  impar- 
tiality of  the  law  concerning  religious  be- 
liefs. The  objection  does  not  appear  to  be 
to  the  matter.     It  is  to  the  publication. 

A  learned  witness  for  appellant,  who  gives 
it  as  a  matter  of  religious  belief  and  teach- 
ing, says  that  the  church  is  the  interpreter 
of  the  Bible,  but  that  the  Protestants  teach, 
on  the  contrary,  that  everyone  is  his  own 
interpreter.  The  Constitution  may  be  said 
to  teach,  too,  that  everyone  is  his  own  in- 
terpreter, for  it  guarantees  that  everyonf 
may  worship  God  (which  is  supposed  to  in 
elude  the  study  of  His  revealed  word)  ac- 
cording to  the  dictates  of  his  own  conscienoo. 
Children  are  taught  the  Constitution  in  tiic 
common  schools.  May  it  not  be  said  then 
with  equal  force  that  to  teach  the  Consti- 
tution, which  itself  teaches  the  right  of  per- 
fect freedom  in  the  worship  of  God,  is  sec- 
tarian, because  some  sect  might  deny  that  it 
was  right  to  teach  the  children  to  worship- 
God  in  any  way  except  according  to  the 
teachings  of  that  particular  sect?  Milton, 
Newton,  Galileo,  as  well  as  Wickliffe,  Whit- 
tingham,  and  Tyndale,  came  under  the  bans 
of  the  church.  The  philosophy  and  the  writ- 
ings of  these  great  thinkers,  wherein  they  do 
not  teach  sectarianism,  may  be  used  in  the 
public  schools,  and  in  some  part  are  so  used, 
in  spite  of  the  fact  that  at  one  time  they 
were  believed  to  be  hostile  to  God's  revela- 
tions as  interpreted  by  the  church.  Thia 
same  question  in  one  form  or  another  has. 
come  before  the  courts  of  the  country  a  num- 
ber of  times.     It  has  not  been  so  free  frona 
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doubt  that  the  oonclusioiiB  of  the  judges 
have  always  been  harmonious.  This  has 
been  in  part  owing  to  the  differing  expres- 
sions of  the  Constitutions  and  statutes 
being  interpreted.  While  allowing  that 
because  of  these  differences  in  language  the 
opinions  may  not  appear  to  be  precisely  in 
point,  yet  they  reflect  the  drift  of  judicial 
opinion  in  this  country,  so  far  as  it  has 
been  expressed,  concerning  the  main  idea, 
— wliether  the  Bible  is  a  sectarian  book. 
Likewise  whether  it  may  be  read  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  at  all.  While  some  of  the  Con- 
stitutions construed  in  terms  prohibit  the 
use  of  sectarian  books  in  the  public  schools, 
yet,  independent  of  those  provisions,  it  seems 
to  be  generally  conceded  that  to  teach  secta- 
rianism in  a  public  school  would  be  violative 
of  religious  freedom,  which  is  guaranteed  by 
every  Constitution.  With  this  explanation 
we  will  briefly  review  the  decisions  bearing 
on  the  subject. 

One  of  the  earliest  cases,  celebrated  for 
the  great  learning  displayed,  as  well  as  by 
the  distinguished  ability  of  the  judge  who 
wrote  the  opinion,  is  Vidal  v.  Philadelphia^ 
2  How.  127,  11  L.  ed.  205,  opinion  by  Mr. 
Justice  Story.  The  question  for  decision,  so 
far  as  it  bears  on  this  case,  was  whether  a 
charitable  bequest  of  the  late  Stephen  Gi- 
rard,  establishing  a  college,  prohibited  the 
teaching  of  Christianity  to  its  pupils.  The 
will  contained  this  restrictive  clause:  '*I 
enjoin  and  require  that  no  eccle<^iastic,  mis- 
sionary, or  minister  of  any  sect  whatsoever, 
shall  ever  hold  or  exercise  any  station  or 
duty  whatever  in  ttie  said  college;  nor  shall 
any  such  person  ever  be  admitted  for  any 
purpose,  or  as  a  visitor,  within  the  prem- 
ises appropriated  to  the  purposes  of  the 
said  college."  The  intention  of  the  testator, 
so  far  as  it  was  not  unlawful,  was  as  the 
law  of  the  case.  The  question  was,  Did  he 
intend  to  exclude  the  teachings  of  Christian- 
ity, or  its  being  taught  by  the  clergy?  The 
testator  himself  furnished  this  key  to  his 
thought  (p.  133  of  2  How.,  p.  208,  11  L.  ed.) : 
"In  making  this  restriction,  I  do  not  mean 
to  cast  any  reflection  upon  any  sect  or  per- 
son- whatsoever ;  but,  as  there  is  such  a  mul- 
titude of  sects,  and  such  a  diversity  of  opin- 
ion amongst  them,  I  desire  to  keep  the  ten- 
der piinds  of  the  orphans,  who  are  to  derive 
advantage  from  this  bequest,  free  from  the 
excitemnt  which  clashing  doctrines  and  sec- 
tarian controversy  are  so  apt  to  produce; 
my  desire  is  that  all  the  instructors  and 
teachers  in  the  college  shall  take  pains  to 
instill  into  the  minds  of  the  scholars  the 
purest  principles  of  morality,  so  that,  on 
their  entrance  into  active  life,  they  may, 
from  inclination  and  habit,  evince  benevo- 
lence toward  their  fellow  creatures,  and  a 
love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  industry,  adopt- 
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ing  at  the  same  time  such  religious  tenets 
as  their  mature  reason  may  enable  them  to 
prefer."  It  would  be  difficult  to  express  a 
more  fitting  description  of  the  underlying 
principles  of  our  government  in  its  treat- 
ment of  the  subject  of  public  education.  In 
construing  those  provisions  of  the  will  which 
we  have  quoted  as  bearing  particularly  on 
the  subject  whether  the  Bible  and  its  teach- 
ings might  be  employed  in  the  college  by  lay 
teachers,  the  court  said:  "Why  may  not 
the  Bible,  and  especially  the  New  Testament, 
without  note  or  comment,  be  read  and 
taught  as  a  divine  revelation  in  the  college ; 
its  general  precepts  expounded,  its  evidences 
explained,  and  its  glorious  principles  of 
morality  inculcated?  What  is  there  to  pre- 
vent a  work,  not  sectarian,  upon  the  gener- 
al evidences  of  Christianity,  from  being  read 
and  taught  in  the  oor^e  by  lay  teachers? 
Certainly  there  is  nothing  in  the  will  that 
proscribes  such  studies.  Above /ill,  the  tes- 
tator positively  enjoins  'that  all  the  in- 
structors and  teachers  in  the  college  shall 
take  pains  to  instill  into  the  minds  of  the 
scholars  the  purest  principles  of  morality,  so 
that,  on  their  entrance  into  active  life,  they 
may,  from  inclination  and  habit,  evince 
benevolence  towards  their  fellow  creatures, 
and  a  love  of  truth,  sobriety,  and  industry, 
adopting  at  the  same  time  such  religious 
tenets  as  their  matured  reason  may  enable 
them  to  prefer.'  Now,  it  may  well  be  asked, 
What  is  there  in  all  this,  which  is  positively 
enjoined,  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  or 
truths  of  Christianity?  Are  not  these  truths 
all  taught  by  Christianity,  although  it 
teaches  much  more?  Where  can  the  purest 
principles  of  morality  be  learned  so  clearly 
or  so  perfectly  as  from  the  New  Testament? 
WTiere  are  benevolence,  the  love  of  truth, 
sobriety,  and  industry,  so  powerfully  and 
irresistibly  inculcated  as  in  the  sacred  vol- 
ume? The  testator  has  not  said  how  these 
great  principles  are  to  be  taught,  or  by 
whom,  except  it  be  by  laymen,  nor  what 
books  are  to  be  used  to  explain  or  enforce 
them.  All  that  we  can  gather  from  his 
language  is  that  he  desired  to  exclude  sec- 
tarians and  sectarianism  from  the  college, 
leaving  the  instructors  and  officers  free  to 
teach  the  purest  morality,  the  love  of  truth, 
sobriety,  and  industry,  by  all  appropriate 
means;  and,  of  course,  including  the  best, 
the  surest,  ai^  the  most  impressive."  Two 
points  are  emphasized  by  the  reasoning  of 
the  learned  judge:  (1)  That  is  was  secta- 
rianism that  was  prohibited,  and  (2)  that 
the  Bible  is  not  a  sectarian  book, — ^which  are 
the  two  points  most  prominent  in  this  case. 
Donahoe  v.  Richards,  38  Me.  379,  61  Am. 
Dec.  256,  was  an  action  against  a  school 
board  for  expelling  a  pupil  who  refused  to 
read  the  English  version  of  th^  Bib]e,fthat 
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book  having  been  adopted  by  the  board  as 
one  to  be  used  by  pupils  in  the  course  of 
the  school  work.  We  note  that  counsel  for 
appellee  contends  that  this  case  ought  not 
to  be  regarded  as  authority,  because  there 
was  neither  statute  nor  constitutional  pro- 
hibition on  the  subject  of  sectarian  teaching. 
Yet  the  court  held  that  '^the  common  schools 
are  not  for  the  purpose  of  instruction  in 
the  theolopcal  doctrines  of  any  religion  or 
of  any  sect.  The  state  regards  no  one  sect 
as  superior  to  any  other,  .  .  .  and,  if 
the  peculiar  tenet  of  any  particular  sect  were 
so  taught,  it  would  furnish  a  well-grounded 
cause  of  complaint  on  the  part  of  those  who 
entertained  different  or  opposing  religious 
sentiments."  The  court  held  that  the  King 
James  translation  of  the  Bible  was  not  a 
sectarian  book.  It  was  said;  "The  Bible 
was  used  merely  as  a  book  in  which  instruc- 
tion in  reading  was  given.  But  reading  the 
Bible  is  i|o  more  an  interference  with  reli- 
gious belief  than  would  reading  the  my- 
thology of  Greece  or  Rome  be  regarded  as  in- 
terfering with  religious  belief  or  an  affirm- 
ance of  the  Pagan  creeds." 

In  Spiller  v.  Wohwit,  12  Allen,  127,  it 
was  held  that  the  public-school  committee 
didfnot  exceed  their  authority  in  passing  an 
order  that  the  Bible  should  be  read  at  the 
opening  of  the  schools  on  the  morning  of 
each  day.  "No  more  appropriate  method 
could  be  adopted,"  said  the  court,  "of  keep- 
ing in  the  minds  of  both  teachers  and  schol- 
ars that  one  of  the  chief  objects  of  education, 
as  declared  by  the  statutes  of  this  common- 
wealth, and  which  teachers  are  especially 
enjoined  to  carry  into  effect,  is  *to  impress 
on  the  minds  of  children  and  youth  com- 
mitted to  their  care  and  instruction  the 
principles  of  piety  and  justice,  and  a  sacred 
regard  for  the' truth.'"  ^ 

It  is  not  deemed  necessary  in  this  state 
to  define  by  statute  now  the  purposes  of  pub- 
lic education.  They  are  at  least  as  broad 
as  the  broadest  under  any  similar  system 
in  use  in  any  of  the  states. 

Pfeiffer  v.  Board  of  Education,  118  Mich. 
560,  42  L.  R.  A.  536,  77  N.  W.  250,  was 
an  application  to  the  court  to  compel  the 
board  of  education  to  discontinue  the  use 
of  a  certain  book  known  as  "Readings  from 
the  Bible"  in  the  public  schools  of  Detroit. 
The  Constitution  and  laws  of  Michigan  on 
the  subject  of  religious  frgedom  are  sub- 
stantially as  are  ours,  save  there  was  no 
express  inhibition  of  sectarian  instruction  in 
public  schools.  The  question  decided  by  the 
court  was  that  Readings  from  the  Bible, 
though  it  was  used  as  a  text-book  in  the 
aychool,  did  not  violate  constitutional  provi- 
sions guaranteeing  to  everyone  the  right  to 
worship  Almighty  Ood  according  to  the  dic- 
tates of  his  own  conscience;  nor  was  it  a 
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compulsion  of  any  person  to  attend  or  sup- 
port any  place  of  religious  worship,  or  to 
pay  taxes  to  any  minister  of  the  gospel  or 
teacher  of  religion ;  nor  was  it  an  appropria- 
tion of  the  public  money  for  the  benefit  of 
any  religious  sect  or  society;  nor  was  it  a 
diminution  of  the  civil  rights  of  any  per- 
son on  account  of  his  religious  belief.  One 
judge  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the 
court. 

In  Moore  v.  Monroe,  64  Iowa,  367,  52  Am. 
Rep.  444,  20  N.  W.  475,  it  was  shown  that 
the  teachers  of  the  school  were  accustomed 
to  occupy  a  few  minutes  each  morning  in 
reading  selections  from  the  Bible,  in  repeat- 
ing the  Lord's  Prayer,  and  singing  religious 
songs.  The  plaintiff  had  two  children  in  the 
school,  but  they  were  not  required  to  be 
present  during  the  time  thus  occupied.  A 
statute  of  that  state  provided:  "The  Bible 
shall  not  be  excluded  from  any  school  or 
institution  in  this  state,  nor  shall  any  pupil 
be  required  to  read  it  contrary  to  the  wishes 
of  his  parent  or  guardian."  The  Constitu- 
tion of  the  state  prohibited  the  legislature 
from  passing  any  law  interfering  with  the 
free  exercise  of  religious  worship,  or  com- 
pelling any  person  to  pay  taxes  to  support 
any  religion,  or  for  building  any  place  of 
worship,  or  the  maintenance  of  any  min- 
istry. The  plaintiff's  contention  was  that 
by  the  use  of  the  schoolhouse  aa  a  place  for 
reading  the  Bible,  repeating  the  I^ord's 
Prayer,  and  singing  religious  songs  it  was 
made  a  place  of  worship:  that  his  children 
were  compelled  to  attend  a  place  of  worship, 
and  he,  as  a  taxpayer,  was  compelled  to  aid 
in  building  and  repairing  a  place  of  worship. 
The  court  held  that  the  statute  did  not  have 
any  of  the  effects  claimed  by  the  plaintiff. 
In  the  absence  of  such  a  statute,  a  rule  of 
the  school  board  to  the  same  effect  could 
not,  of  course,  violate  the  same  constitution- 
al principles,  if  the  statute  would  not  have 
done  so. 

The  supreme  court  of  Illinois,  in  McCor- 
mich  V.  Burt,  95  111.  263,  35  Am.  Rep.  163. 
held  that  a  rule  of  the  directors  of  a  public 
school  requiring  the  reading  of  a  King 
James  edition  of  the  Bible  for  fifteen  min- 
utes each  morning,  at  which,  however,  no 
one  was  required  to  be  present  or  to  partici- 
pate in,  was  not  unconstitutional  as  Inter- 
fering with  the  religious  conviction  of  the 
plaintiff  and  his  father,  who  were  patrons 
of  the  school,  and  Roman  Catholics. 

In  none  of  the  states  from  which  the  fore- 
going opinions  have  been  cited  was  there 
an  express  prohibition  of  the  use  of  secta- 
rian books.  Still  in  all  of  them  there  waa 
the  familiar  and  fundamental  constitution- 
al provision  guaranteeing  religious  fi-eedom, 
which  would  have  been  violated,  as  was  held 
in  every  instance,  either  in  terms  or  by  nee- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1906. 


Hackett  v.  Bbooksville  School  District. 


597 


esaaiy  implication,  by  the  teaching  of  sec- 
tarian doctrines.  That  such  would  have 
been  the  result  of  such  teaching  seems  to  us 
to  be  perfectly  obvious.  In  the  very  learned 
and  exhaustive  note  by  Judge  Freeman  to 
Cook  County  v.  Industrial  School  for  QirU, 
8  Am.  St.  Hep.  386  (case  reported  in  125 
111.  540,  1  L.  R.  A.  437,  18  N.  E.  183),  it  is 
shown  that  the  Constitutions  of  twenty-four 
states  contain  provisions  prohibiting  the 
payment  of  moneys  or  any  appropriation 
or  grant  for  the  support,  benefit,  or  in  aid 
of  sectarian  schools.  The  editor,  comment- 
ing on  the  constitutional  provisions  men- 
tioned, and  others  where  ttiey  are  silent  up- 
on the  matter  of  sectarianism,  says:  "In 
view  of  the  above  decisions  and  constitu- 
tional provisions,  we  conclude  that  the  words 
used  in  the  several  Constitutions  in  point, 
where  the  language  does  not  expressly  so 
indicate,  must  have  been  intended  by  the 
people  who  ratified  them  to  provide  against 
the  promulgation  or  teaching  of  the  distinc- 
tive doctrines,  creeds,  or  tenets  of  any  par- 
ticular Christian  or  other  religious  sect  in 
schools  or  institutions  where  such  instruc- 
tion was  to  be  paid  for  out  of  the  public 
funds,  or  aided  by  such  funds  or  by  public 
grants,  and  that  a  school  or  institution  is 
sectarian  when  the  doctrines  or  tenets  of 
some  particular  faith,  sect,  or  religion  are 
taught  to  the  exclusion  of  others;  and  es- 
pecially so  where  a  school  or  institution  has 
a  distinetive  or  strict  denominational  name 
descriptive  or  indicative  of  the  fundamental 
doctrines  of  the  sect  to  which  it  belongs: 
or  where  a  school  or  institution  is  under  the 
exclusive  control  of  a  sect  having  such  name, 
and  by  a  course  of  instruction  excluding  all 
others,  seeks  to  inculcate  its  tenets  alone, 
it  is  then  sectarian;  and  it  makes  no  dif- 
ference that  pupils  of  all  sects,  denomina- 
tions, and  religious  beliefs,  or  those  of  no 
belief,  are  permitted  the  advantages  of  such 
school  or  instftution.  It  is  what  is  taught 
that  is  the  determining  factor." 

This  brings  us  to  the  consideration  of  the 
authorities  relied  on  by  appellant. 

State  ex  rel.  Weiss  v.  District  Board,  76 
Wis.  177,  7  L.  R.  A.  330,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
41.  44  N.  W.  967,  is  the  principal  case  cited. 
The  questions  there  presented  were  whether 
the  reading  of  selected  portions  of  the  King 
James  translation  of  the  Bible  during  school 
hours  violated  the  rights  of  conscience,  com- 
pelled complainants  to  aid  in  support  of  a 
place  of  religious  worship,  and  was  secta- 
rian instruction.  All  three  propositions 
were  decided  in  the  affirmative.  The  deci- 
sion is  apparently  against  the  weight  of  au- 
thority. The  court  seemed  to  realize  as 
much,  if  they  should  be  regarded  as  all  bear- 
ing on  the  same  principle.  Speaking  of 
them,  but  not  discussing  them  in  detail,  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


court  said:  "A  number  of  cases  in  differ- 
ent states,  supposed  to  have  a  bearing  upon 
the  main  question  here  considered  and  deter- 
mined [to  wit,  whether  the  King  James  ver- 
sion of  the  Bible  is  a  sectarian  book],  have 
been  cited,  and  quotations  made  therefrom 
at  considerable  length  by  the  respective 
counsel  and  by  the  circuit  judge  .  .  . 
overruling  the  demurrer  to  the  answer. 
None  of  the  states  in  which  those  decisions 
were  made  seem  to  Jiave  in  their  Consti- 
tutions a  direct  prohibition  of  sectarian  in- 
struction in  the  public  schools.  It  is  be- 
lieved that  this  state  was  the  first  which 
expressly  embodied  the  prohibition  in  its 
fundamental  law,  and  we  are  not  aware  of 
any  direct  adjudication  of  the  question  un- 
der consideration."  The  court  seems  to  turn 
the  case  upon  the  fact  that  the  King  James 
version,  "the  whole  of  it,"  was  used  as  a 
reading  book  in  the  school.  The  opinion  ad- 
mits that  text-books  founded  upon  or  con- 
taining extracts  from  the  Bible  might  be 
properly  used.  It  was  even  said:  "The 
constitutional  prohibition  of  sectarian  in- 
struction does  not  include  them,  even  though 
they  may  contain  passages  from  which  some 
inferences  of  sectarian  doctrine  might  possi- 
bly be  drawn.  Furthermore,  there  is  much 
in  the  Bible  which  cannot  justly  be  charac- 
terized as  sectarian.  There  can  be  no  valid 
objection  to  the  use  of  such  matter  in  the 
secular  instruction  of  the  pupils.  Much  of 
it  has  great  historical  and  literary  val^je, 
which  may  be  thus  utilized  without  violat- 
ing the  constitutional  prohibition.  It  may 
also  be  used  to  inculcate  good  morals, — that 
is,  our  duty  to  each  other, — ^which  may  and 
ought  to  be  inculcated  by  the  district 
schools.  No  more  complete  code  of  morals 
exists  than  is  contained  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, which  reaffirms  and  emphasizes  the 
moral  obligations  laid  down  in  the  Ten  Com- 
mandments." With  profound  respect  to  the 
supreme  court  of  Wisconsin,  we  are  never- 
theless unable  to  see  how  its  position  can  be 
maintained  logically.  For  it  takes  no  no- 
tice of  the'  conscientious  conviction  of  the 
Jews,  or  nonbelievers,  any  of  whom  may 
have  as  valid  objection  to  the  use  of  any 
part  of  the  New  Testament  as  Roman  Catho- 
lic citizens  have  to  the  King  James  version. 
It  seems  to  narrow  the  question  down  to 
matter  of  canonical  approval  of  the  print- 
ed volumes.  The  court  does  not  attempt  to 
argue,  nor  do  we  see  how  it  could  be  main- 
tained, that  that  fact  alone  could  make  a 
book  sectarian  which  in  its  matter  was  not 
inherently  so. 

The  next  case  is  State  ex  rel.  Freeman  v. 
Schere,  65  Neb.  853,  59  L.  R.  A.  927,  91 
N.  W.  846,  93  N.  W.  169.  The  Constitu- 
tion of  Nebraska  provides:  "No  sectarian 
instruction  shall  be  allowed  in  any  school 
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or  institution  supported,  in  whole  or  in  part, 
by  the  public  funds  set  apart  for  educational 
purposes."  [Art.  8,  §  11.]  The  action  com- 
plained of  was  the  reading  of  selections  and 
extracts  from  the  "King  James's  version  or 
translation  of  the  Bible/'  and  the  singing  of 
certain  religious  and  sectarian  songs,  and 
the  offering  of  prayer  to  the  Deity.  The 
court  said:  "We  do  not  think  it  wise  or 
necessary  to  prolong  a  discussion  of  what 
appears  to  us  an  almost  self-evident  fact, — 
that  exercises  such  as  are  complained  of  by 
the  relator  in  this  case  both  constitute  re- 
ligious worship  and  are  sectarian  in  their 
character,  within  the  meaning  of  the  Consti- 
tution. Nor  do  we  feel  inclined  to  make 
what  might  be  looked  upon  as  a  spurious 
exhibition  of  learning  by  quoting  at  length 
from  the  many  judicial  decisions  and  utter- 
ances of  eminent  men  in  this  country  con- 
cerning the  subject.  Perhaps  the  case  most 
nearly  in  point,  because  of  similarity  both 
of  facts  involved  and  of  constitutional  enact- 
ments construed  to  those  in  the  case  at  bar, 
is  8ta4e  ew  rel.  Weiss  v.  District  Board,  76 
Wis.  177,  7  L.  R.  A.  330,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
41,  44  N.  W.  967."  It  is  undeniably  the 
peculiar  province  of  the  supreme  courts  of 
the  states  to  place  final  authofitative  con- 
struction upon  the  Constitutions  of  their  re- 
ftpertive  states  in  matters  involving  solely 
their  internal  policy.  Whether  the  reasons 
given  by  the  court  are  sound  or  not,  is  not 
material  as  affecting  the  binding  force  of 
the  construction  upon  citizens  and  others 
whose  actions  come  up  for  consideration  by 
the  government  of  that  state.  But  where 
the  opinion  is  cited  abroad  as  persuasive  ar- 
gument why  its  conclusions  should  be  else- 
where adopted,  it  is  of  the  first  importance 
that  its  reasoning  should  be  sound.  That 
similar  provisions,  or  the  same  principle  of 
law,  have  frequently  come  before  other  high 
courts  of  last  resort,  and  been  by  them  de- 
cided in  a  certain  way,  is  a  fact  that  can- 
not safely  be  ignored.  It  is  more  than  like- 
ly that  a  general  concurrence  of  judicial 
opinion  on  the  same  subject  is  apt  to  be 
right.  Due  deference  to  the  enlightened 
judgment  of  the  learned  profession  of  the 
law,  and  to  all  concerned,  leave  no  alter- 
native but  to  consider  all  that  has  been  said 
by  courts  of  equal  rank  upon  a  subject  of 
such  universal  importance  as  to  have  been 
incorporated  in  some  form  in  every  Consti- 
tution of  the  states  of  America.  Two  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska 
confined  their  concurrence  to  the  point  of 
"sectarian  instruction."  On  petition  for  re- 
hearing the  chief  justice  filed  a  response  on 
behalf  of  the  court.  The  only  case  admitted 
to  have  a  direct  bearing  on  the  question  op- 
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posing  the  court's  conclusions  was  the  Michi- 
gan case  cited  above.  But  we  observe  what 
appears  to  us  to  be  a  modification  of  the 
original  opinion  in  parts  of  the  response. 
After  pointing  out  that  there  are  admitted- 
ly verbal  differences  between  the  King  James 
and  the  Douay  translations  of  the  Bible, 
which  some  sectarians  regard  as  material, 
the  court  said :  "But  the  fact  that  the  King 
James  translation  may  be  used  to  inculcate 
sectarian  doctrines  affords  no  presumption 
that  it  will  be  so  used.  The  law  does  not 
forbid  the  use  of  the  Bible  in  either  version 
in  the  public  schools.  It  is  not  proscribed 
either  by  the  Constitution  or  the  statutes, 
and  the  courts  have  no  right  to  declare  its 
use  to  be  unlawful  because  it  is  possible  or 
probable  that  those  who  are  privileged  to 
use  it  will  misuse  the  privilege  by  attempt- 
ing to  propagate  their  own  peculiar  theolog- 
ical or  ecclesiastical  views  and  opinion^. 
The  point  where  the  courts  may  rightfully 
intervene,  and  where  they  should  intervene 
without  hesit^ition,  is  where  legitimate  u<e 
has  degenerated  into  abuse, — where  a  teach- 
er employed  to  give  secular  instruction 
violated  the  Constitution  by  becoming  a  sec- 
tarian propagandist.  .  .  .  The  section 
of  the  Constitution  which  provides  that  *no 
sectarian  instruction  shall  be  allowed  in  any 
school  or  institution  supported,  in  whole  or 
in  part,  by  the  public  funds  set  apart  for 
educational  purposes,'  cannot,  under  any 
canon  of  construction  with  which  we  are  ac- 
quainted, be  held  to  mean  that  neither  the 
Bible  nor  any  part  of  it,  from  Genesis  to  the 
Revelation,  may  be  read  in  the  educational 
institutions  fostered  by  the  state."  The  court 
also  wisely  noted  that  sectarian  instruc- 
tion might  occur  from  frequent  reading,  even 
w^ithout  note  or  comment,  of  "judiciously 
selected  passages,"  and  observed  that  wheth- 
er such  practice**  existed  as  amounted  to  sec- 
tarian instruction  must  be  determined  upon 
the  facts  of  each  particular  case.  We  find 
ourselves  in  entire  accord  with  the  views 
quoted  above  from  the  response  of  the  Ne- 
braska supreme  court. 

In  Board  of  Education  v.  Minor,  23  Ohio 
St.  211,  13  Am.  Rep.  233,  the  only  ques- 
tion presented  or  decided  was  whether  the 
school  board  might  not  prohibit  the  reading 
of  the  Bible  in  the  public  schools.  It  was 
held  that  they  could:  that  nothing  in  the 
laws  of  that  state  made  it  compulsory  upon 
the  boards  or  teachers  to  use  the  Bible  as  a 
text-book. 

We  believe  the  reason  and  weight  of  the 
authorities  support  the  view  that  the  Bible 
is  not  of  itself  a  sectarian  book,  and,  when 
used   merely   for   reading   in   the   common 
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flchools,  without  note  or  comment  by  teach- 
ers, is  not  sectarian  instruction;  nor  does 
such  use  of  the  Bible  make  the  schoolhouse 
a  house  of  religious  worship. 


The  judgment  of  the  oirouit  judge,  hav- 
ing been  in  accord  herevnth,  is  affirmed, 

Gantrilly  J.,  absent. 


MASSACHUSETTS  SUPREME  JUDICIAL  COURT. 


George  S.  ALLEN 

t?. 

COMMONWEALTH  of  Massachusetts. 

(188  Mass.  59.) 

A  farmer  ifrbo  supports  his  family  from 
the  products  of  the  farm,  and  for  many 
years  has  sold  his  surplus  in  a  neighborins 
town,  has  an  established  business  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  authorizing  the  con- 
struction of  a  water-supply  reserroir  upon 
the  site  of  the  town,  and  providing  com- 
pensation for  any  established  business  there- 
by destroyed,  although  he  has  no  regular 
route  or  customers,  or  anything  in  the  nature 
of  good  will. 

(May  17,  1905.) 

EESERVATION  by  the  Supreme  Judicial 
0)urt  for  Worcester  (Munty  for  the 
opinion  of  the  full  bench  of  a  petition  for 
compensation  for  destruction  of  an  estab- 
lished business  by  the  construction  of  a 
water-supply  reservoir.  Judgment  for  peti- 
tioner. 

Tlie  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr,  John  S.  Iiynch,  for  petitioner: 

The  petitioner  was  the  owner  of  an  estab- 
lished business  on  land  in  the  town  of  West 
Boylston  on  April  1,  1895,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  §  14,  chap.  488,  of  the  Acts  of  1895. 

"Business"  is  a  word  of  large  signification, 
and  denotes  the  employment  or  occupation 
in  which  a  person  is  engaged  to  procure  a 
living. 

Ooddard  v.  Chaffee,  2  Allen,  395,  79  Am. 
Dec.  796;  Oavin  v.  Com,  182  Mass.  191,  65 
N.  E.  37;  8now  v.  Sheldon,  126  Mass.  332, 
30  Am.  Rep.  684;  Harris  v.  Amery,  L.  R. 
1.  C.  P.  148. 

Agriculture  is  a  business,  and  one  of  the 
largest  businesses  carried  on  in  the  United 
States. 

Earle  v.  Com,  180  Mass.  583)  57  L.  R.  A. 
292,  91  Am. 'St.  Rep.  326,  63  N.  E.  10; 
Qavin  v.  Com,  l%2  Mass.  191,  65  N.  E.  37. 

The  ordinary  meaning  of  the  word  "estab- 

NoTB. — For  a  case  in  this  series  holding  that 
a  doctor  having  an  office  in,  and  a  practice  ex- 
tending throughout,  a  town  in  which  land  is 
taken  for  a  public  purpose,  is  within  the  pro- 
tection of  a  statute  providing  for  compensation 
to  any  individual  owning  an  established  busi- 
ness on  land  within  the  town,  which  is  injured 
by  the  taking,  see  Earle  v.  Com.  57  L.  R.  A.  292. 
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lish"  is  "to  settle  firmly  or  fix  permanent- 
ly what'  was  before  uncertain,  doubtful,  or 
disputed." 

Bmith  V.  Forrest,  49  N.  H.  237. 

Messrs,  Balpb  A.  Stewart  and  Fred  T. 
Field,  for  respondent : 

It  was  not  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture that  the  term  '^established  business," 
as  used  in  Stat.  1895,  chap.  488,  §  14,  should 
be  construed  to  be  synonymous  with  "occu- 
pation" or  "employment." 

McKeon  v.  Chicago,  M.  d  8t,  P,  R,  Co. 
94  Wis.  477,  36  L.  R.  A.  252,  59  Am.  St. 
Rep.  909,  69  N.  W.  175;  State  ex  rel,  Bragg 
v.  Rogers,  107  Ala.  444,  32  L.  R,  A.  520, 
19  So.  909 ;  Burnett  v.  Com,  169  Mass.  417, 
48  N.  E.  758. 

The  carrying  on  of  a  farm,  and  the  sale 
from  time  to  time  of  the  surplus  products 
thereof,  do  not  constitute  an  established 
business. 

Morton,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

The  question  in  this  case  is  whether  the 
petitioner  owned  "an  established  business 
on  land"  within  the  meaning  of  Stat.  1895. 
chap.  488,  $  14,  p.  573.  So  much  of  the 
section  as  is  material  is  as  follows:  "In 
case  any  individual  or  firm  owning  on  the 
Ist  day  of  April  in  the  year  1895  an  estab- 
lished business  on  land  in  .  .  .  West 
Boylston.  whether  the  same  shall  be  taken 
or  not  under  this  act,  .  .  .  shall  deem 
that  such  business  is  decreased  in  value  by 
the  carrying  out  of  this  act,  whether  by  losj 
of  custom  or  otherwise,  and  unable  to  agree 
with  said  board  as  to  the  amount  of  dam- 
ages to  be  paid  for  such  injury,  such  dam- 
ages shall  be  determined,"  etc.  The  peti- 
tioner owned  on  the  1st  of  April,  1895,  and 
had  owned  for  a  good  many  years,  a  small 
farm  in  West  Boylston,  consisting,  it  is 
said,  of  about  50  acres,  which  he  carried  on, 
and  on  which  he  lived  and  supported  him- 
self and  family.  He  had  no  other  business. 
He  raised  hay,  grain,  apples,  and  vegeta- 
bles, but  not  in  large  quantities,  and  kept 
a  cow,  a  horse,  some  hens,  and  a  few  hogs, 
and  made  each  year  a  few  barrels  of  cider 
from  apples  raised  on  the  farm.  The  hay 
that  was  not  consumed,  and  the  eggs,  vege- 
tables, cider,  and  milk  that  were  not  re- 
quired for  the  support  of  the  family,  were 
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sold  in  the  village  of  Oakdale,  in  West 
Boylston;  and  he  occasionally  sold  a  hog  to 
the  local  butcher.  He  had  no  regular  route 
or  customers  for  the  sale  of  the  hay,  eggs, 
vegetables,  milk,  and  cider.  It  does  not 
appear,  and  is  perhaps  not  material,  of  how 
many  persons  his  family  consisted,  nor 
how  much  hay  and  other  produce  or  how 
many  eg^  and  hogs  he  sold.  The  village  of 
Oakdale  was  destroyed  by  the  construction 
of  the  reservoir,  and  the  petitioner  brings 
this  petition  to  recover  the  damages  there- 
by caused  to  his  business. 

The  act  under  which  the  petition  is 
brought  is  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  a 
Metropolitan  Water  Supply,"  and  provides 
for  the  construction  of  a  reservoir,  the  ef- 
fect of  which  will  be  to  submerge  certain 
towns  and  villages,  and  to  destroy  a  large 
amount  of  property,  and  to  interfere  very 
seriously  with,  if  not  destroy,  in  many  cases, 
business.  Ordinarily,  the  damage  done  to  a 
person's  business  by  the  exercise  of  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  is  not  a  matter 
for  which  he  is  entitled  to  compensation. 
But  in  the  present  case  the  legislature  has 
shown  a  disposition  to  deal  liberally  with 
those  who  would  or  might  be  injured  by  the 
carrying  out  of  the  act.  In  addition  to 
providing  compensation  for  real  estate  tak- 
en, and  for  real  estate  not  taken,  but  directly 
or  indirectly  decreased  in  value,  the  act 
provides  that  in  certain  cases  individuals 
and  firms  shall  be  compensated  for  damage 
done  to  their  business,  whether  the  land  on 
which  it  is  established  is  taken  or  not,  and 
whether  the  business  is  decreased  in  value 
by  loss  of  custom  or  otherwise.  By  subse- 
quent acts  these  provisions  were  extended 
to  the  towns  of  Sterling,  Boylston,  and  the 
part  of  Clinton  within  the  limits  of  the  res- 
ervoir. Stat.  1897,  chap.  445,  p.  429;  Stat. 
1898,  chap.  551,  p.  666;  Stat.  1901,  chap. 
505,  p.  451.  By  another  act  the  legislature 
went  so  far  as  to  provide  that  in  certain 
cases  the  employees  of  corporations,  partner- 
ships, and  individuals  in  West  Boylston 
should  be  entitled  to  compensation  when 
thrown  out  of  work  by  the  taking  of  the 
property  of  their  employers  under  the  act. 
Stat.  1896,  chap.  450,  p.  444.  The  purpose 
of  the  legislature  to  deal  liberally  with  those 
affected  by  the  construction  of  the  reser- 
voir is  thus  shown,  and  the  provisions  now 
before  us  should  be  construed  in  accordance 
with  the  intention  thus  manifested.  The 
word  "business"  is  of  large  significance, 
and  "denotes  the  employment  or  occupation 
in  which  a  person  is  engaged  to  procure  a 
living."  Goddard  v.  Chaffee,  2  Allen,  395, 
79  Am.  Dec.  796.  That  farming  is  a  busi- 
ness is  plain  {Snow  v.  Sheldon,  126  Mass. 
332,  30  Am.  Rep.  684),  and  there  is  nothing 
in  the  statute  that  excludes  it  any  more 
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than  any  other  business  from  its  operation. 
It  is  manifest,  also,  we  think,  that  the  peti- 
tioner was  engaged  in  the  business  of  farm- 
ing. That  was  the  means,  and,  so  far  as 
appears,  the  only  means,  whereby  he  pro- 
cured a  livelihood  for  himself  and  his  fam- 
ily. The  more  difficult  question  is  whether, 
as  he  carried  it  on,  it  was  "an  establishetl 
business"  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 
That  it  was  a  business  "on  land  in  the  town 
of  West  Boylston  would  seem  to  hardly  ad- 
mit of  question."  In  this  connection  it 
is  to  be  noted  that  the  business  of  farming 
as  carried  on  by  the  petitioner  included  not 
only  the  raising  of  farm  products,  but  the 
selling  of  a  portion  of  the  saine.  As  a  farm- 
er he  raised  and  sold  farm  products.  He 
had  owned  and  had  thus  carried  on  the 
farm  for  many  years, — fifteen  it  is  said 
in  the  brief, — and,  so  far  as  he  was  con- 
cerned, the  business  was  an  established  busi- 
ness. It  had  got  beyond  the  stage  of  ex- 
periment, and  had  become  his  settled  and 
only  occupation,  and,  for  aught  that  appears, 
furnished  a  comfortable  living  for  himself 
and  his  family.  Any  element  of  uncertain- 
ty or  chance  that  there  may  have  been  about 
it  at  any  time  had  disappeared,  and  he 
could  and  did  depend  on  it  from  year  to 
year  for  a  livelihood  for  himself  and  family. 
If  the  persons  in  Oakdale  to  whom  he  sold 
his  surplus  produce  had  gone  to  his  farm, 
and  bought  there,  or  if  he  had  had  a  shop 
in  the  village,  there  can  be  no  doubt,  we 
think,  that  he  would  have  had  an  estab- 
lished business  on  land  in  West  Boylston 
within  the  meaning  of  the  act.  It  is  said, 
however,  that  he  had  no  regular  route  or 
customers,  and  that  there  was  nothing  in 
the  nature  of  a  good  will, — such  as  goes, 
for  instance,  with  a  physician's  practice: 
that,  in  short,  there  was  nothing  in  the  na- 
ture of  property  in  the  business  as  carried 
on  by  the  petitioner,  and  that  it  was  only 
such  cases  for  which  the  legislature  intended 
to  provide.  But  this  case  would  seem  to 
show  that  there  may  be  an  established  busi- 
ness without  a  regular  route  or  regular  cus- 
tomers, or  anything  in  the  nature  of  a  good 
will.  If  these  things  are  present  in  any 
given  case,  they  show  beyond  question  that 
the  business  is  an  established  business.  But 
the  words  have  no  settled  meaning  ( Ex  parte 
Breull,  L.  R.  16  Ch.  Div.  484),  and  are  to  be 
construed  with  reference  to  the  circum- 
stances of  each  particular  case.  The  peti- 
tioner had  been  carrying  on  the  same  busi- 
ness, in  the  same  locality,  and  on  and  from 
the  same  farm,  for  fifteen  years.  How  can 
it  be  said  that  the  business  was  not  an  es- 
tablished business?  Pre?.umably  the  village 
of  Oakdale  was  a  small  place,  and  he  may 
have  found  it  more  to  his  advantage  to  sell 
where  and  as  he  could  than  to  adhere  to  a 
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fixed  route  and  regular  customers;  and  bo 
an  established  relation  may  have  existed 
l)etween  him  and  the  citizens  of  that  vil- 
lage as  to  the  sale  of  his  farm  products. 
It  is  also  to  be  noted  in  this  connection 
that  by  the  terms  of  the  act  compensation 
is  to  be  given  whether  the  damage  occurs 
by  loss  of  custom  or  otherwise.  The  peti- 
tioner's farm  was,  as  said  in  Karle  v.  Com. 
180  Mass.  679,  583,  57  L.  R.  A.  292,  91 
Am.  St.  Rep.  326,  63  N.  E.  10,  of  a  doctor's 
office,  ''the  locally  established  center  from 
which  he  distributed  what  he  had  to  sell," 
and  his  busineefs  could  therefore  be  fairly 
said  to  have  been  an  established  business 
on  land  in  West  Boylston.  The  fact  that 
he  did  not  raise  things  in  large  quantities, 
or  that  the  farm  was  a  small  one,  ha)«.  of 
course,  no  tendency  to  show  that  the  busi- 
ness was  not  an  established  business.  The 
legislature  did  not  mean  that  everj'one  in 
the  towns  of  West  Boylston,  Boylston,  Ster- 
ling, and  Clinton  who  should  be  injured  in 
his  business  or  occupation  by  the-  construc- 
tion of  the  reservoir  should  receive  compen- 
sation therefor.  But  by  the  building  of  the 
reservoir  certain  towns  and  villages  would 


be  altogether  destroyed,  and  the  inhabitants 
scattered.  Naturally,  there  would  be  cases 
in  which  individuals  derived  support  for 
themselves  and  their  families  in  whole  or  in 
part  from  supplying  the  wants  of  the  people 
living  in  the  towns  and  villages  that  would 
be  thus  broken  up,  and  whose  business 
would  be  very  seriously  interfered  with,  if 
not  altogether  destroyed.  Such  cases  might 
well  appeal  to  the  consideration  of  the  legis- 
lature, and  we  think  that  it  was  the  object 
of  the  legislature  to  provide  for  them.  By 
the  use  of  the  word  "established"  it  in- 
tended to  exclude  cases  where  the  business 
bad  not  an  element  of  fixity  and  perman- 
ence, and  by  the  use  of  the  words  "on  land 
in  the  town  of  West  Boylston"  to  confine  the 
right  of  recovery  to  cases  which  were  local 
in  their  character.  A  majority  of  the  court 
think  that  the  petitioner's  case  comes  with- 
in the  scope  of  the  statute  as  thus  defined, 
and  that  he  is  entitled  to  recover,  and  that 
judgment  should  be  entered  in  his  favor 
for  $150,  the  amount  of  the  damage  found 
by  the  commissioners,  and  interest  and  costs. 
So  ordered. 


WISCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 


W.  K.  RIDEOUT  ei  al.,  Admrs.,  etc.,  of 
Christian    Sarau,   Deceased,   Respts., 

WINNEBAGO     TRACTION     COMPANY, 
Appt, 

(128  Wis.  297.) 

•1.  The  term  ^nearllarence'*  by  tt»elf 
aaMesta  only  InadTertenee  or  want  of 
ordinary  care,  and,  however  great  iqay  be  the 

•Headnotes  by  Marshall,  J. 


degree  of  such  want  of  care,  so  long  as  the 
element  of  Inadvertence  remains,  wilfulness 
la  excluded. 

2.  The  term  *<frroBS  neirllffenee''  Blfr? 
nineii  wllfalnesM.  It  Involves  Intent,  ac- 
tual or  constructive,  which  Is  a  characteris- 
tic of  criminal  liability.  If  one  Is  guilty  of  In- 
advertence causing  Injury  to  another,  that 
one*B  fault  is  denominated  want  of  ordinary 
care.  If  one  Is  guilty  of  wilful  misconduct 
causing  actionable  Injury  to  another,  the  for- 
mer's fault  Is  denominated  "gross  negligence/' 

8.  Since,  In  the  llrst  caae  saffffeated,  In- 
tention to  do  the  Injury,   actual  or  con- 


NoTB. — Right  to  recover  for  ordinary  negligence 
under  allegation  of  gross,  wilful,  or  wanton 
negligence,  or  vice  versa. 

I.  Introduction,  601. 
II.  Allegation   of  ttilful   or  gross   negligence, 
602. 

III.  Allegation  of    reckless    or    wanton    negli- 

gence, or  both,  608. 

IV.  Recovery  on  allegation  of  ordinary  negli- 

gence, on  proof  of  tcilful  or  gross  negli- 
gence, 608. 
V.  Under  statute  or  ordinance,  612. 
VI.  Conclusion,   614. 

I.  Introduction. 

In  the  endeavor  to  ascertain  the  true  rule 
as  to  the  right  mentioned  In  the  title  hereto, 
one  Is  met  at  the  start  with  the  difficulty  In 
determining  Just  what  Is  comprehended  In  the 
term  •'gross  negligence,"  and  whether  It  can 
be  BO  extended,  when  applied  to  the  act  of  a 
69  L.  R.  A. 


party  In  the  commission  of  an  Injury  to  an- 
other, as  to  become  the  equivalent  of  wilful 
or  intentional  injury.  Some  of  the  courts 
have  Intlmnted  In  strong  terms  that  there  Is 
a  decided  difference ;  and  In  one  state  the  ul- 
timate court  has  decided  that  "negligence, 
whether  slight,  ordinary,  or  gross,  Is  still  neg- 
ligence:  .  .  .  negligence  Is  negative  In  Its 
nature.  Implying  the  omission  of  duty,  and  ex- 
cludes the  idea  of  wilfulness.  .  .  .  When 
wilfulness  Is  an  element  In  the  conduct  of  the 
party  charged,  the  case  ceases  to  be  one  of 
negligence."  Terre  Haute  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Gra- 
ham, 95  Ind.  293,  48  Am.  Rep.  719. 

And  in  Parker  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  184  Ind. 
673,  23  L.  R.  A.  552,  34  N.  E.  504,  It  was  said 
that  "wilfulness  does  not  consist  In  negligence; 
on  the  contrary.  .  .  .  the  two  terms  are 
Incompatible.  Negligence  arises  from  inatten- 
tion, thoughtlessness,  or  heedlessness,  while 
wilfulness  cannot  exist  without  purpose  or  de- 
sign.    No  purpose  or  design    can    be    ttald   to 
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stractlve,  most  be  absent,  and  In  the  second 
case  present,  a  complaint  using  language  to 
describe  defendant's  fault  appropriate  to  both 
species  of  misconduct,  as  if  they  occurred  at 
one  and  the  same  time,  and  that  one  in- 
cluded the  other,  is  indeflnlte  and  uncertain. 

4.  Gross  neflrllflrence  doea  not  inclade 
ordinary  neflrllflrence,  and  proof  of  the 
former  does  not  prove,  but  rather  disproves, 
the  latter. 

5.  Wliere  a  complaint  Is  Indefinite  and 
nncertaln  becanae  of  tlie  pleader's 
confaslnfc  tlie  element  of  advertence 
wltb  tbat  of  Inadvertence,  ordinary 
negligence  with  gross  negligence,  and  the  at- 
tention of  the  trial  court  is  called  thereto, 
though  not  In  the  most  approved  manner, 
It  should  compel  the  plaintiff  to  proceed  upon 
one  theory  or  the  other,  If  both  theories  can 
be  reasonably  spelled  out  of  the  pleadings, 
or  give  such  permissible  construction  to  the 


pleadings  as  to  confine  plalntirs  claim  to 
one  species  of  wrongdoing. 
6.  IVbere  a  complaint  has  a  double 
aspect  rendering  it  Indeflnlte  and  uncertain, 
as  above  Indicated,  It  Is  error  to  submit  the 
cause  to  the  jury  upon  both  aspects,  and.  In 
case  error  Is  committed  in  that  regard  result- 
Ing  in  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff  upon 
the  ground  of  gross  negligence  and  ordinary 
negligence  as  well,  it  Is  error  to  render  Judg- 
ment thereon,  because  of  Inconsistency  In  the 
findings. 

(December  13,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Winnebago 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiffs  in  an  action 
brought    to    recover    damages    for    the    al- 


exist  where  the  injurious  act  results'  from  neg- 
ligence, and  negligence  cannot  be  of  such  a  de- 
gree as  to  become  wilfulness.*' 

And  the  same  court  has  held  that  the  word 
"wanton,"  In  a  complaint  in  an  action  against 
a  railroad  company  for  injuring  a  child,  in 
that  the  defendant  in  a  wanton  and  careless 
manner  ran  a  locomotive,  etc.,  does  not  mean 
wilful.  Lafayette  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Jauffman,  28 
Ind.  287,  02  Am.  Dec.  318. 

And  also  that  an  allegation  In  a  complaint 
In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for 
causing  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  that  the 
train  was  run  "recklessly  and  with  gross  neg- 
ligence," does  not  Imply  that  the  Injury  was 
Inflicted  either  purposely  or  wilfully.  Cincin- 
nati &  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Eaton.  53  Ind.  307. 

And  again,  in  Louisville,  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Bryan,  107  Ind.  61,  7  N.  B.  807,  "to  say  that 
an  injury  resulted  fro,m  the  negligence  and  wil- 
ful conduct  of  another  Is  to  afllrm  that  the 
same  act  Is  the  result  of  two  exactly  opposite 
mental  conditions.  It  Is  to  affirm  in  one  breath 
that  an  act  was  done  through  Inatt.ention, 
thoughtlessly,  heedlessly,  and  at  the  same  time 
purposely  and  by  design.**  And  yet  In  the 
same  case  It  was  conceded  that  an  act  done 
under  such  clrcumRtances  as  evinced  a  reck- 
less disregard  for  the  safety  of  others,  and  a 
willingness  to  inflict  the  injury  complained  of, 
constituted  wilful  Injury,  as  fully  as  an  Inten- 
tional act.  This  was  approved  In  Belt  R.  & 
Stock  Yard  Co.  v.  Mann,  107  Ind.  89,  7  N.  E. 
893,  in  which  case  it  w&%  further  said  that. 
If  the  injurious  act  or  omission  was  commit- 
ted under  such  circumstances  as  that  its 
natural  and  probable  consequences  would  be  to 
produce  injury  to  others,  it  would  be  as  ef- 
fectual to  entitle  one  to  recover  for  an  In- 
Jury  to  which  his  own  negligence  may  have 
contributed  as  If  such  act  or  omission  had 
been  purposely  and  intentionally  committed 
with  a  design  to  produce  injury. 

In  Denver  &  R.  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Buffehr,  30  Colo. 
27,  69  Pac.  582,  the  court  said:  "In  passing, 
we  observe  that  an  allegation  that  an  act  Is 
wanton,  reckless,  and  grossly  negligent  is  not 
equivalent  to  an  allegation  of  a  wilful  or  an 
intentional  act.*' 

The  use  of  the  expression  "gross  negligence,** 
In  a  charge  to  the  Jury,  does  not  of  Itself  de- 
fine, nor  does  It  include  only,  that  extreme  de- 
cree of  negligence  which  is  wanton  or  reck- 
less of  Its  injurious  consequences,  and  to  which 
<;i)  L.  R.  A. 


the  defense  of  contributory  negligence  does  not 
obtain ;  and  cannot  be  held  as  having  been  In- 
tended to  submit  the  case  to  the  Jury  for  con- 
sideration as  one  of  that  character,  and  par- 
ticularly so  where  other  charges  have  recog- 
nized contributory  negrligence  as  a  defense  to 
the  action.-  Florida  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hirst 
30  Pla.  1,  16  L.  R.  A.  631,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  17, 
11  So.  506. 

And.  as  "gross  negligence*'  is  not  confined 
to  that  extreme  degree  of  negligence  which 
evinces  reckless  disregard  of  human  life  or  of 
the  safety  of  persons  exposed  to  its  dangerous 
effects;  or  a  conscious  indifference  to  conse- 
quences ;  or  which  shows  wantonness  or  reck- 
lessness, or  a  grossly  careless  disregard  of  the 
safety  and  welfare  of  the  public,  or  a  reckless 
Indifference  to  the  rights  of  others  which  is 
equivalent  to  an  intentional  violation  of  them. 
— It  is  not  proper  to  charge  a  Jury  simply  that 
gross  negligence  will  Justify  the  imposition  of 
exemplary  damages.     Ibid. 

It  must  be  admitted  that  there  are  much 
truth  and  considerable  logic  In  these  state- 
ments. But  the  general  trend  of  decision 
would  appear  from  the  cases  to  be  In  favor  of 
the  doctrine  that  an  act  may  be  so  grossly  neg- 
ligent that  it  may  be  presumed  to  have  been 
wilfully  or  intentionally  done.  And  the  last 
two  Indiana  cases  seem  substantially  to  con- 
cede such  proposition. 

In  RiDBODT  V.  Winnebago  Traction  Co.  the 
doctrine  is  asserted  and  maintained  that  "gross 
negligence**  In  the  commission  of  an  act  which 
perpetrates  an  injury  Is  the  same  as,  and 
means  and  Includes,  a  wilful  Injury;  and,  on 
the  other  hand,  that  between  what  is  merely 
termed  negligence,  or  ordinary  negligence,  and 
gross  negligence  there  Is  a  wide  distinction. — 
one  with  a  difference, — and  that  because  of  It 
no  recovery  can  be  sustained  on  proof  of  the 
former,  under  a  complaint  alleging  the  latter. 

II.  AUeoation  of  wilful  or  oro»%  negligence. 

In  Louisville  ft  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnston,  79 
Ala.  436,  the  gravamen  of  the  action,  as 
averred  in  the  complaint,  was,  that  the  de- 
fendant "wilfully  refused  to  stop"  the  train  of 
cars  at  the  station  which  was  the  point  of  the 
plalntiff*s  destination,  and  carried  her  several 
hundred  yards  beyond  the  customary  stopping 
place,  where  she  was  compelled  to  alight  with- 
out her  consent  and  against  her  protest ;    and 
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leged    negligent    killing    of    plaintiffs'    in- 
testate^    Reversed, 

Statement  by  Marsliall,  J.: 

Action  for  damages  for  the  alleged 
wrongful  killing  of  plaintiffs'  intestate. 
The  circumstances  stated  as  a  ground  for 
a  recovery  .are  substantially  these:  From 
June  22,  1807,  up  to  and  inclusive  of  the 
<?vent  complained  of,  defendant  was  a  cor- 
poration duly  organized  Under  the  laws  of 
this  state,  and  authorized  to  operate  an 
<*lectric  street  railway  on  various  streets, 
including  Merritt  street,  in  the  city  of 
Oshkosh,  Wisconsin.  August  24,  1903,  the 
Uniformed  Rank,  Knights  of  Pythias  in 
such  city,  some  being  on  foot  and  some 
being  in  carriages, — one  of  the  former  being 


Christian  Sarau, — marched  in  parade  for- 
mation along  the  street  specially  men- 
tioned, escorted  by  a  military  band  of 
twenty-four  pieces  discoursing  music. 
Some  of  the  marchers,  including  Snrau, 
in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  walked  be- 
tween the  rails  of  defendant's  track  located 
on  such  street,  and  others  walked  on  either 
side  thereof.  While  so  doing  defendant's 
servant  with  one  of  its  cars  approached 
the  procession  from  the  rear  at  a  danger- 
ous rate  of  speed,  without  giving  any  suf- 
ficient warning  to  the  marchers  to  yield 
the  right  of  way  before  reaching  them. 
The  car,  going  at  such  dangerous  rate  of 
speed,  without  sufficient  warning  being  giv- 
en as  aforesaid,  was  carelessly,  negligently, 
recklessly,  and  wantonly  propelled  into  the 


the  court  said  that,  ander  this  averment  of 
the  complaint,  there  could  be  no  recovery  In 
the  action,  unless  the  evidence  In  the  case 
satisfied  the  Jury  that  the  failure  of  the  de- 
fendant's servant  to  stop  the  train  was  wil- 
ful, and.  If  It  was  merely  negligent,  without 
more,  there  would  be  a  fatal  variance  between 
the  allegations  and  the  proof. 

In  Birmingham  Mineral  R.  Co.  v.  Jacobs,  02 
Ala.  187,  12  L.  R.  A.  830,  9  So.  320,  the  charge, 
in  the  first  count  of  the  complaint,  that  the 
servants  and  agents  of  the  defendant  company 
negligently,  wantonly,  recklessly,  and  wilfully 
caused,  permitted,  and  suffered  the  collision  of 
a  train  under  their  management  and  control 
with  a  dummy  engine,  whereby  the  said  Intes- 
tate was  killed,  was  held  not  sustained,  where 
there  was  no  testimony  tending  to  show  that 
the  collision  was  "wilfully  caused  by  defend- 
ant's servants,"  but  the  trend  of  the  whole  tes- 
timony repelled  such  Inference;  and  that  the 
refusal  of  a  request  so  to  instruct  the  Jury 
was  error.  The  court  said  that  this  was  the 
Identical  question  which  was  raised  and  ruled 
•on  in  Tx>uisvllle  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Johnston,  79 
Ala.  436,  and  that,  while  the  point  might  be 
somewhat  technical,  they  did  not  feel  at  liberty 
to  depart  fron  the  ruling  then  made. 

In  Highland  Ave.  &  Belt  R.  Co.  v.  Winn,  93 
Ala.  306,  9  So.  509,  where  both  counts  of  a 
complaint  alleged  that  the  plaintiff  attempted 
tn  get  off  the  defendant's  train,  after  protest- 
ing against  being  required  to  do  so,  through 
fear  superinduced  by  the  threatening  attitude 
•of  the  conductor;  and  the  first  count  further 
averred  that  the  fall  she  received  In  making 
this  coerced  attempt  was  caused  by  the  "wrong- 
ful and  malicious  act  of  the  conductor"  In  re- 
quiring or  forcing  her  to  get  off  while  the  train 
was  in  motion;  and  in  the  second  count  the 
fall  was  ascribed  to  the  "wilful  and  negligent 
acts  of  the  conductor  and  engineer," — the 
•court,  in  reversing  a  Judgment  for  the  plain- 
tiff, said  that  the  doctrine  of  the  court  is  that 
under  such  a  complaint  no  recovery  can  be  had 
•for  mere  negligence :  that  wilfulness  or  its 
<^quivalent,  recklessness,  or  wantonness  must  be 
proved;  citing  and  approving  Louisville  &  N. 
R.  Co.  V.  Johnston,  79  Ala.  436,  and  stating 
that  the  principle  of  that  case  was  adhered  to 
and  rennnounced  in  Birmingham  Mineral  R.  Co. 
V.  Jacobs,  92  Ala.  187,  12  L.  R.  A.  830,  9  So. 
,320. 

The  principle  laid  down  in  the  last  three 
■r;9  L.  R.  A. 


cases,  that  a  <charge  that  the  act  complained 
of  was  wilful,  or  that  It  was  knowingly  done, 
cannot  be  supported  by  evidence  of  mere  neg- 
ligence, not  involving  wilfulness  or  knowledge 
of  the  danger,  was  affirmed,  and  the  cases 
themselves  were  approved,  In  Kansas  City,  M. 
&  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Crocker,  95  Ala.  412,  11  So.  262. 
The  court  in  this  case  gave,  by  Inference  at 
least,  an  additional  argument  why  this  prin- 
ciple should  be  maintained,  and  stated  that  It 
had  been  held  that  a  plea  of  contributory  neg- 
ligence to  a  complaint  charging  a  wilful  in- 
fliction of  injury  by  the  defendant  is  bad  on 
demurrer ;  citing  Alabama  Q.  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
Frazier,  93  Ala,  45,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  28,  9  So. 
303,  the  Inference  being  that,  If  a  plaintiff 
should  allege  in  his  complaint  that  the  Injury 
was  caused  by  the  wilfulness  of  the  defendant, 
or  that  it  was  knowingly  done,  and  the  plain- 
tiff was  permitted  to  recover  by  proof  of  mere 
negligence,  the  defendant  would  be  deprived  of 
his  defense  of  the  contributory  negligence  of 
the  plaintiff,  as,  under  the  decision  in  the  Fra- 
zier Case,  a  demurrer  to  such  a  defense  would 
be  good. 

And  this  theory  would  seem  to  be  confirmed 
in  another  case,  which  decided  that,  where  a 
count  in  a  complaint  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  injury  charged  in  one  clause  that  the 
injury  was  wantonly  inflicted,  and  the  other 
clause  set  out  the  facts  constituting  the  al- 
leged wanton  conduct;  and,  from  the  whole 
construed  together, — as  it  must  be, — It  was  evi- 
dent that  the  facts  relied  upon  to  show  wanton- 
ness amounted  to  no  more  than  simple  negli- 
gence,— a  demurrer  thereto  should  be  sustained. 
Memphis  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Martin.  117  Ala.  367, 
23  So.  231.  The  reason  undoubtedly  was  that, 
although  the  defense  of  contributory  negli- 
gence to  a  complaint  alleging  that  the  injury 
was  wantonly  Inflicted  would  be  demurrable, 
the  plaintiff  should  not  be  permitted,  by  the 
use  of  the  epithet  "wantonly"  In  a  general  at- 
tempt to  describe  the  Injury, — which  the  facts 
alleged  showed  to  be  a  case  of  ordinary  -negli- 
gence,— thus  to  deprive  the  defendant  of  his 
proper  defense  of  contributory  negligence. 

Where  a  count  In  a  complaint  against  a  rail- 
road company  for  causing  injury  to  the  plain- 
tiff alleged  that  the  defendant  knew  of  plain- 
tiff's danger,  "and  could,  by  the  exercise  of 
proper  diligence,  have  prevented  his  injuries 
as  aforesaid,  which  it  negligently  failed  to  do," 
the  negligence  thus  averred  being  the  equiva- 
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space  occupied  by  the  marchers  and  onto 
and  over  said  Sarau,  causing  injuries  from 
whicn  he  on  the  same  day  died. 

Sarau  suffered  great  mental  and  physical 
pain  from  the  instant  he  was  injured  till 
death  occurred,  and  plaintiffs  as  his  person- 
al representatives  were  put  to  great  ex- 
pense by  reason  of  such  wrongful  conduct 
for  medical  and  surgical  care  of  and  at- 
tendance upon  Sarau,  and  for  nursing  and 
hospital  bills. 

Several  times  in  the  complaint  the  con- 
duct of  the  defendant's  servant  who  con- 
trolled the  car  was  characterized  as  care- 
less, negligent,  reckless,  wilful,  and  wanton, 
or  by  words  of  similar  import.  Allega- 
tions were  made  appropriate  to  a  cause  of 
action   for  damages  to   Sarau,   which   sur- 


vived to  his  personal  repreftentatives,  and 
also  a  cause  of  action  for  damages  to  hi^ 
surviving  relatives,  the  whole  amount 
claimed    being   $10,000. 

Defendant  answered  putting  in  issue  the 
allegations  of  the  complaint  as  to  its  ser\'- 
ant  having  negligently  operated  the  car  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  and  pleaded  as 
the  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  and 
death  of  Sarau,  want  of  ordinary  care  on 
his  part. 

It  fairly  appears  from  the  record,  in  har- 
mony with  the  claim  of  respondonts'  attor- 
neys upon  the  argument  of  the  case  in 
this  court,  that  respondents'  rigrht  to  re- 
cover was  intended  to  be  grounded  on  gros« 
negligence.  The  cojirt,  nevertheless,  re- 
fused to  construe  the  complaint  in  harmony 


lent  of  wantonness  or  wilful  mlscondn<>t,  to  au- 
thorize a  recovery  It  was  necessary  to  prove 
the  neffltgence  averred ;  nnd  proof  of  simple 
negligence, — that  Is  the  failure  to  exercise  or- 
dinary care. — would  not  sustain  Buch  an  nlle&ra- 
tlon.  Louisville  ft  N.  B.  Co.  v.  Hurt,  101  Ala. 
34,  13  So.  130. 

In  Levin  v.  Memphis  ft  C.  R.  Co..  100  Ala. 
332,  10  So.  305,  the  counts  upon  which  the 
trial  was  had  claimed  damages  resulting  from 
the  defendant's  wantonness  or  wilfulness,  snd 
there  was  no  evidence  of  wantonness  or  wilful- 
ness. This  being  so,  the  court  said  that,  con- 
ceding for  the  argument  that  the  evidence  tend- 
ed to  show  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant, this  did  not  authorize  a  recovery  on 
the  case  made  by  the  complaint ;  nnd  an  af- 
firmative charge  for  the  defendant  was  sus- 
tained. 

Where  a  complaint  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  Injury  sustained  by  the  plalntlflT  al- 
leged that  the  Injury  was  occasioned  by  an 
intentional,  wilful,  and  deliberate  act  or  omis- 
sion of  duty  of  defendant's  servants,  the  plain- 
tiff must  be  held  to  proof  of  such  act  or  omis- 
sion, as  such  a  complaint  states  a  cause  of  ac- 
tion based  not  upon  mere  negligence,  but  upon 
an  intentional,  wilfnl  act  or  dereliction  of  duty 
on  the  part  of  defendant's  servant,  character- 
ized by  recklessness  or  heedlessness  as  to  the 
consequences  of  his  act,  or  failure  to  act.  Den- 
ver ft  R.  G.  R.  Co.  V.  Buffehr,  30  Colo.  27,  69 
Pac.  582. 

In  Chicago,  B.  ft  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Dickson,  88  111. 
431,  which  was  an  action  for  damages  for  In- 
juring the  plaintiff  by  a  collision,  the  first 
count  of  the  plaintiff's  declaration  charged  as 
the  cause  of  the  injury  that  the  defendant's 
servants  caused  the  whistle  of  the  engine  to  be 
sounded  in  a  loud,  shrill,  unnecessary,  and  neg- 
ligent manner,  needlessly,  wantonly,  negligent- 
ly, and  maliciously,  whereby,  etc. ;  the  second 
count  charged  as  the  cause  of  the  Injury  that, 
as  the  train  was  approaching  from  the  rear, 
the  servants  of  defendant  caused  the  whistle 
to  be  sounded  in  sharp,  shrill,  loud  sounds,  and 
in  quick  and  rapid  succession,  needlessly,  reck- 
lessly, wilfully,  wantonly,  and  maliciously, 
whereby,  etc.  The  court  held  that,  under  the 
first  count,  it  was  competent  for  the  plaintiff, 
under  appropriate  proof,  to  have  made  out  a 
case  of  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  that  In  answer  to  such  a  case,  so 
made,  it  would  have  been  competent  for  the 
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defendant  to  show  contributory  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff,  and,  unless 
the  negligence  of  the  defendant  was  gross,  and 
that  of  the  plaintiff  slight  In  comparison  to 
that  of  the  defendant,  no  recovery  could  have 
been  had ;  but  that,  under  the  second  count, 
the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  upon  proof  of 
mere  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant: 
that  no  recovery  could  be  had  under  that  count, 
without  proof  that  the  sounding  of  the  whis- 
tle In  the  manner  charged  wns  done  needless- 
ly, and  either  wantonly,  recklessly,  wilfully,  or 
maliciously.  Approved  and  followed  in  Wa- 
bash R.  Co.  V.  Speer,  156  111.  244,  40  N.  K. 
885. 

In  view  of  the  position  taken  by  the  court 
In  these  cases.  It  should  be  stated  that  the 
doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  prevails  In 
Illinois. 

Under  a  complaint  charging  wilfulness  and 
gross  negligence,  and  claiming  that  the  Injury 
complained  of  occurred  by  reason  of  the  wilful- 
ness and  gross  negligence  of  the  defendant's 
servants.  It  was  held  that  the  plaintiff  could 
recover  only  by  proving  that  the  deceased  was 
wilfully  killed  by  the  railroad  company,  and 
that  the  simple  fact  that  the  deceased  was 
struck  and  killed  by  the  train  under  circum- 
stances which  did  not  tend  to  prove  a  wil- 
ful killing  would  not  sustain  such  a  complaint. 
Indianapolis  ft  V.  R.  Co.  v.  McClaren,  62  Ind. 
566. 

"Gross  or  reckless  negligence"  Is  not  wilful 
negligence;  and  It  would  be  error  to  Instruct 
a  Jury  that,  under  a  pleading  charging  a  wil- 
ful injury,  they  might  find  for  the  plaintiff  by 
simply  finding  that  the  defend.*) nt  was  guilty 
of  "gross  or  reckless  negligence,"  for  It  would 
be  necessary  to  find  wilfulness.  Chicago  ft  E. 
I.  R,  Co.  V.  Hedges.  105  Ind.  398,  7  N.  E.  801. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for 
killing  the  plaintiff's  cow,  the  court  said  that 
a  case  like  this  must  proceed  upon  one  theory 
or  the  other;  that  a  single  paragraph  of  a 
complaint  cannot  be  framed  in  such  a  manner 
as  to  entitle  the  party  to  recover  either  for  an 
Intentional  or  negligent  Injury  as  the  fftcts 
may  appear ;  and  that  In  this  case,  the  plain- 
tiff having  elected  to  sue  for  an  Injury  Inten- 
tionally and  wilfully  committed,  he  must  stand 
by  that  theory,  and  cannot,  wltnout  other 
pleadings,  shift  his  ground  and  recover  upon 
I  th^  theory  that  the  defendant  was  negligent. 
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therewith,  and  submitted  the  cause  to  the 
jury  for  specific  findings  covering  the  sub- 
ject of  liability  for  ordinary  negligence, 
and  for  gross  negligence  as  well.  The  re- 
sult was  the  following  verdict: 

(1)  Sarau  came  to  his  death  by  injuries 
received  at  the  time  and  place  alleged  in 
the  complaint.  (2)  Defendant's  employees 
were  guilty  of  want  of  ordinary  care  and 
prudence  in  operating  the  car  at  the  time 
of  the  accident.  (3)  Such  want  of  ordi- 
nary care  and  prudence  was  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injury  to  Sarau.  (4)  The 
motorman  was  guilty  of  gross  negligence; 
his  conduct  was  malicious,  wanton,  and 
reckless,  evincing  a  disregard  of  consequen- 
ces to  others.  ( 5 )  The  car  ytras  going  at  a 
speed   of   15   miles   an   hour   when   it   ran 


through  the  band,  before  it  reached  Sarau. 
(6)  He  could  not  have  seen  the  car  ap- 
proaching him  in  time  to  have  avoided  the 
collision.  (7)  The  motorman  did  not  try 
to  stop  the  car  upon  its  becoming  apparent 
to  him  that  it  would  strike  Sarau.  (8) 
When  the  accident  occurred  the  car  was 
running  at  the  rate  of  15  miles  an  hour. 
(9)  Want  of  ordinary  care  on  Sarau 's 
part  did  not  contribute  to  produce  the  in- 
jury. (10)  Damages  were  caused  by  the 
occurrenocj  for  doctors'  bills  and  hospital 
bill,  $75,  funeral  expense,  $421,  physical 
pain  and  mental  suffering  of  Saraii,  $500, 
loss  to  his  surviving  relatives  by  his  death, 
$4,500. 

After  the  coming  in  of  the  verdict  the 
court  changed  finding  6  so  as  to  decide  that 


Indiana,  B.  &  W.  Co.  v.  Overton,  117  Ind.  253, 
20  N.  B.   147. 

Where,  In  an  action  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  causing  the  death  of  the  plaintiff's 
Intestate,  the  complaint  alleged  that  the  kill- 
ing was  wilfully  and  Intentionally  done,  a  find- 
ing of  a  Jury,  the  effect  of  which  Is  a  conclu- 
Hlon  that  the  killing  of  the  decedent  was 
through  the  negligence  of  the  defendant,  will 
not  support  the  complaint,  or  a  judgment 
thereon.  In  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  no  matter 
what  the  degree  of  that  negligence  may  be,  as 
negligence  In  a  case,  whether  It  be  In  a  de- 
gree that  may  be  termed  slight,  ordinary,  or 
gross.  Is  nevertheless  negligence  still :  and, 
when  wilfulness  Is  the  essential  element  In  the 
act  or  conduct  of  the  party  charged  with  the 
wrong,  the  case  ceases  to  be  one  of  negligence. 
Wilfulness  and  negligence  are  opposite  of  each 
other;  the  former  signifying  the  presence  of 
intention,  and  the  latter  Its  absence.  Cleve- 
land, C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Miller,  140  Ind. 
400,  40  N.  E.  445. 

An  allegation  In  a  complaint  In  an  action 
against  a  railroad  company  for  killing  the 
plaintiff's  horse  averred  that  the  servants  of 
the  company  negligently,  mischievously,  and 
wilfully  caused  a  large  amount  of  steam  to  be 
let  out  of  a  locomotive  and  expelled  therefrom, 
whereby  the  horse  was  frightened  and  became 
unmanageable,  and  was  so  Injured  that  it  was 
necessary  to  kill  him.  This  allegation  was 
held  to  admit  of  no  other  Interpretation  than 
a  charge  of  wilfulness,  and,  as  there  was  no 
evidence  to  show  that  the  escape  of  the  steam 
was  unnecessary.  It  could  not  be  presumed 
that  It  was  so,  and  the  evidence  failed  to  sus- 
tain the  allegation  of  wilful  Injury,  although  It 
wos  sufficient  to  sustain  another  count  of  the 
complaint  charging  negligence.  P^r  Ross,  J., 
in  TiOulsvIIIe.  N.  A.  &  C.  K.  Co.  v.  Davis,  7  Ind. 
App.  222,  33  N.  E.  4.'51. 

Where,  in  an  a-ction  for  injury  to  plaintiff 
by  the  gripman  of  a  street  railway  company 
In  forcing  him  off  from  the  car,  the  petition 
charged  that  the  gripman  actually  pushed  the 
plaintiff  from  the  car.  while  the  plaintiff's  own 
testimony  showed  thnt  the  gripman  first  s'loved 
at  him  with  a  broom,  then  put  that  down, 
and  tried  to  strike  him  with  his  hand,  when 
the  plaintiff  dodged  the  blow,  and  In  doing  so 
fell  off  the  car  and  was  injured,  a  demurrer 
'  ''.p  evidence  should  have  been  successful,  as 
the  evidence  did  not  correspond  with  the  al- 
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legations:  and  for  another  reason,  that  the 
petition  did  not  charge  negligence  pure  and 
simple,  but  a  singular  commingling  or  Jum- 
ble of  both  negligence  and  wanton  acts;  and. 
If  the  act  is  intentional,  the  question  of 
negligence  does  not  arise,  and  so  proof  of 
negligence  does  not  sustain  a  charge  of  wan- 
ton or  intentional  Injury.  Raming  v.  Met- 
ropolitan Street  R.  Co.  167  Mo.  477,  50  S.  W. 
791,   57  §.  W.  268. 

T^e  policy  of  the  Code  of  Procedure  of  Mis- 
souri Is  to  require  the  party  to  state  In  bis 
pleading  his  real  ground  of  action  or  defense, 
and,  if  he  chooses  one  ground,  he  cannot  so 
enlarge  it  as  to  recover  on  another ;  and  where. 
In  an  action  for  a  personal  Injury,  the  issues 
made  by  the  pleadings  are  not  large  enough  to 
embrace  the  hypothesis  of  a"  wilful  or  Inten- 
tional Injury,  It  Is  error  for  the  court  to  In- 
struct the  jury  on  such  a  theory,  although  the 
evhlence  in 'a  proper  state  of  the  pleadings 
might  have  warranted  such  an  Instruetlon. 
for  the  procedure  is  very  strict  to  the  effect 
that  it  Is  error  to  submit  to  the  jury  an  is- 
sue of  fact  not  made  by  the  pleadings.  O'Brien 
V.  liOomlH.  43  Mo.  App.  29. 

In  Wilson  V.  Chippewa  Valley  Electric  R.  Co. 
120  Wis.  6.10.  66  L.  R.  A.  912,  98  N.  W.  536, 
the  court  said :  "I'hls  court  has  held  that, 
where  the  complaint  simply  charges  negligence 
or  want  of  ordinary  care,  there  can  be  no  re- 
covery on  the  ground  of  wilful  Injury,  or  that 
reckless  and  wanton  disregard  of  another's 
rights,  equivalent  to  wilful  Injury,  which  has 
been  termed  'gross  negligence,'  because  this  Is 
a  different  cause  of  action.  McClellan  v.  Chip- 
pewa Valley  Electric  R.  Co.  110  Wis.  326,  85 
N.  W.  1018.  Is  the  converse  of  the  proposi- 
tion true?  We  think  it  must  logically  be  so 
held." 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for 
an  Injury  alleged  to  have  been  caused  by 
sparks  escaping  from  the  spark  arrester  of  a 
steamboat,  where  the  allegation  of  four  counts 
of  the  declaration  was  that  the  defendant  wil- 
fully left  the  spark  arrester  open,  thereby  al- 
lowing sparks  to  escape  and  be  carried  by  the 
wind  upon  plaintiff's  property,  and  set  fire  to 
them,  it  was  held  that  the  charge  Involved 
more  than  negligence ;  that  It  Implied  malice. 
And  that,  as  the  evidence  simply  showed  neg- 
ligence on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  there 
could  be  no  recovery  under  the  evidence  upon 
those  counts.     Montgomery  v.  Muskegon  Boom. 
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Sarau  oould  have  seen  the  approaching  car 
in  time  to  have  avoided  the  collision. 

Exceptions  were  duly  taken  to  preserve 
for  review  numerous  questions,  including 
those  discussed  in  the  opinion,  so  far  as 
exceptions  were  necessary  in  that  regard. 
Judgment  was  rendered  in  plaintiffs'  favor 
on  the  verdict,  from  which  this  appeal  was 
taken. 

Mr.  Cliarles  Barber,  with  Messrs. 
Weed  A  Hollister,  for  appellant: 

The  allegations  are  inconsistent  with  and 
negative  each  other,  and  therefore  state  no 
cause  of  action. 

Wilson  y.  Chippewa  Valley  Electric  R, 
Co.  120  Wis.  636,  66  L.  R.  A.  912,  98  N. 
W.  636 ;  McCldlan  v.  Chippewa  Valley  Elec- 
tric R.  Co.  110  Wis.  326,  86  N.  W.  1018. 

There  is  no  excuse  for  not  looking  and 


listening,  and  no  excuse  for  not  hearing 
and  seeing  what  is  in  plain  sight  and 
hearing. 

Boerth  v.  West  Side  R.  Co.  87  Wis.  288. 
68  N.  W.  376;  Little  v.  Superior  Rapid 
Transit  R.  Co.  88  Wis.  402,  60  N.  W.  705: 
Lockwood  V.  Belle  City  Street  R.  Co.  92 
Wis.  97,  66  N.  W.  866;  Cawley  v.  La 
Crosse  City  R.  Co.  101  Wis.  145,  77  N.  W. 
179;  Johnson  v.  Superior  Rapid  Transit  R. 
Co.  91  Wis.  233,  64  N.  W.  753. 

If  a  traveler,  hy  looking,  could  have  seen 
the  approaching  train  in  time  to  escape,  it 
will  be  presumed,  in  case  he  was  injured 
by  a  collision,  either  that  he  did  not  look, 
or,  if  he  did  look,  that  he  did  not  heed  what 
he  saw.    Such  conduct  is  negligence  per  se. 

Cawley  v.  La  Crosse  City  R.  Co,  1.01  Wis. 
146,   77  N.  W.   179. 

Contributory  negligence  of  the  plaintiff,. 


Co.  88  Mich.  633,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  308,  50  N. 
W.  729. 

But  In  Rlchter  ▼.  Harper,  95  Mich.  221,  54 
S.  W.  768,  where  the  word  "wilful"  was  em- 
ployed in  a  declaration  which  charged  that  the 
defendant  wilfully,  wantonly,  negligently,  and 
unlawfully  caused  the  fire  to  be  set  which  w^s 
the  cause  of  the  injury  complalned^f,  <t  was 
held  that  If  the  word  "wilful**  stood  alone,  or 
was  coupled  with  other  words  which  implied 
a  purpose  to  do  a  direct  Injury  to  the  prop- 
erty of  the  plaintiff,  a  contention  that  it  was 
necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  prove  more  than 
ordinary  negligence  would  be  of  more  force : 
but,  where  the  word  was  used  In  connection 
with  others  Imputing  negligence,  it  wtis  not  the 
rule  that  the  plaintiff  must  show  the  appro- 
priateness of  every  adjective  employed  in  his 
declaration.  The  court  said,  further,  that  It 
was  true  that  language  was  employed  In  Mont 
gomery  v.  Muskegon  Boom.  Co.  88  Mich.  63& 
26  Am.  St.  Rep.  308,  60  N.  W.  729,  in  seem 
ing  conflict  with  this  holding,  but  that  the  de 
cislon  of  that  question  was  unnecessary  to  the 
determination  of  the  case,  and,  in  so  far  as 
it  implied  a  holding  in  cpnfllct  with  the  views 
here  expressed,  it  should  not  be  followed. 
This  decision  was  approved  and  followed  in 
Keating  v.  Detroit,  B.  C.  &  A.  R.  Co.  104 
Mich.  418,  62  N.  W.  ,'575. 

In  an  action  for  digging  up  the  soli  of  a 
lot  contiguous  to  the  plaintiff,  the  allegation  In 
the  declaration  was  that  the  defendant,  ma- 
liciously intending  to  injure  the  plaintiff,  and 
deprive  him  of  the  use  and  advantage  of  his 
messuage,  dug  up  the  soil  of  a  certain  lot  con- 
tiguous, whereby  the  foundation  walls  were 
subverted,  and  a  great  part  of  the  messuage 
foundered  and  fell,  and  the  residue  was  great- 
ly broken  and  shattered.  The  defendant  moved 
at  the  trial  for  a  nonsuit,  on  the  ground  that, 
the  declaration  being  founded  on  the  malfea- 
sance, and  not  the  misfeasance,  of  the  defend- 
ant, the  question  of  negligence  or  unskllful- 
ness  could  not  arise;  and  that  the  declaration 
was  not  supported  by  the  evidence,  inasmuch  as 
it  appeared  that  the  defendant  dug  on  his 
own  ground,  which  was  lawful  In  Itaolf,  and 
it  did  not  appear  that  the  act  was  done  ma- 
liciously. The  motion  was  denied,  and  on 
the    writ    of    error    the    supreme    court    held 
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that  It  was  -properly  denied,  and  in  do- 
ing so  said  that,  If  the  plaintiff  had  stated,  in 
his  declaration,  that  the  act  was  done  malici- 
ously, further  proof  would  have  been  neces- 
sary. That  it  would  then  be  a  cases  of  mal- 
feasance, an  inquiry  distinct  In  its  nature 
from  a  case  where  damages  are  claimed,  either 
on  the  ground  of  negligence  or  unskil fulness, 
or  that  the  act  complained  of  does,  of  itself, 
subject  the  party  to  damages,  althougb  done- 
with  the  greatest  care.  But  that  the  allega- 
tion "maliciously  In'onded'*  was  not  of  the  es- 
sence of  the  action  or  descriptive  of  the  man- 
ner of  doing  the  act  which  occasioned  the  In- 
Jury,  and  might  well  be  rejected  as  surplusage, 
still  leaving  a  good  declaration,  to  support 
which  the  proof  was  competent.  Panton  y. 
Holland,  17  Johns.  92,  8  Am.  Dec.  369. 

In  an  action  for  a  recovery  for  an  Injury 
alleged  to  have  been  Inflicted  by  the  defend- 
ant upon  the  plaintiff,  the  complaint  allege*} 
that  the  defendant  negligently,  recklessly,  and 
wilfully  so  drove  and  managed  his  horses  as  to 
force  the  plaintiff  Into  the  ditch  and  nppet  him. 
It  was  held  that  the  words  "recklessly  and 
wilfully"  were  not  necessary  to  make  out  a 
count  for  negligence ;  that  they  were  surplus- 
age, and  were  properly  treated  as  such. 
Moore  t.  Drayton,  40  N.  Y.  S.  R.  933,  16  N. 
Y.  Supp.  723.  And,  as  to  the  latter  statement, 
see  Edjrerton  v.  New  York  &  H.  R.  Co.  35 
Barb.  389,  infra,  IV. 

In  an  action  against  a  highway  commis- 
sioner for  obstructing  a  natural  water  course 
which  furnished  the  plaintiff  water  for  his  pas- 
ture, where  the  pl.iintlff's  petition  averred  that 
the  acts  complained  of  were  wilfully  and  ma- 
liciously done.  It  was  claimed  by  the  defend- 
ant that  a  recovery  could  not  be  had  for  care- 
less and  negligent  acts,  but  only  for  such  as 
were  proved  to  have  been  wilful  and  malicious : 
but  it  was  held  that,  If  the  defendant  Is  lia- 
ble for  negligent  and  careless  acts,  recovery 
may  be  had  against  him  upon  the  petition 
charging  the  acts  to  have  been  wilful  and  mall- 
clous,  without  proof  of  malice :  and  the  court 
said  that  this  was  so  under  the  old  system  of 
pleading,  which  was  more  strict  in  its  require- 
ments, that  the  proof  should  correspond  with 
the  allegations  of  the  declaration,  than  la  the 
present  system.     That  it  was  held  that  the  al- 
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however  slight,  precludes  his  recovering  in 
an  action  grounded  on  the  defendant's  neg- 
ligence, however  great  such  negligence  may 
have  been. 

Tesch  V.  Milwaukee  Electric  R,  d  Light 
Co.  108  Wis.  693,  63  L.  R.  A.  618,  84  N. 
W.  823;  Ryan  v.  La  Crosse  City  R,  Co,  108 
Wis.  122,  83  N.  W.  770;  Wills  v.  Ashland 
Light,  Power,  d  Street  R.  Co.  108  Wis.  256, 
84  N.  W.  998;  Dummer  v.  Milwaukee  Elec- 
tric R.  d  Light  Co.  108  Wis.  689,  84  N. 
W.    853. 

The  motorman  is  not  required  to  stop 
his  car  when  a  person  is  walking  on  the 
track  or  beside  the  track. 

Joyce,  Electric  Law,  §  575;  Eastwood  v. 
La  Crosse  City  R.  Co.  94  Wis.  163,  68  N. 
W.  651;  Lyons  v.  Bay  Cities  Consol.  R.  Co. 
115  Mich.  114,  73  N.  W.  139;  Atchison,  T. 
d  8.  F.   R.   Co.  V.   Schwindt,   67   Kan.   8, 


72  Pac.  673;  Nellis,  Street  Surface  Rail- 
roads, p.  319;  North  Chicago  Electric  R. 
Co.  v.  Peuser,  190  111.  67,  60  N.  E.  78. 

It  is  negligence  for  a  person  to  walk  on 
the  track  of  a  railroad,  whether  laid  in 
the  street  or  not. 

Illinois  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  72  111.  222; 
Penman  v.  McKeesport,  D.  d  W.  R.  Co, 
201  Pa.  247,  60  Atl.  973;  Warner  v.  Peo- 
ple's Street  R.  Co.  141  Pa.  615,  21  Atl. 
737;  Oilmartin  v.  Lackaicanna  Valley 
Rapid  Transit  Co.  186  Pa.  193,  40  Atl.  322; 
Beem  v.  Tama  d  T.  Electric  R.  d  Light  Co. 
104  Iowa,  663,  73  N.  W.  1045;  Ryan  v. 
La  Crosse  City  R.  Co.  108  Wis.  122,  83  N. 
W.  770;  Shanks  v.  Springfield  Traction 
Co.  101  Mo.  App.  702,  74  S.  W.  386. 

The  facts  that  the  plaintiff  neither  saw 
nor  heard  the  coming  car,  and  that  his  back 
was  all  the  time  turned  toward  the  east. 


loKarion  of  malice  and  wilfulness  might  be  dis- 
regarded as  surplusage,  and  proof  given  of  neg- 
ligence and  carelessness.  McCord  v.  High,.  24 
Iowa,  336;  Citing  1  Chitty,  PL  424;  1  Hil- 
Uard.  Torts,  138;  l*anton  v.  Holland,  17 
Jobns.  92,  8  Am.  Dec.  369, — supra. 

Where  the  plaintiff  mingled  In  his  petition 
and  in  the  same  count  different  incongruous 
causes  of  action, — one  for  rent  accrued,  and 
one  for  injuries  to  a  mill,  alleged  to  have  re- 
sulted from  the  defendant's  wilful  negligence, — 
an  instruction  that,  unless  the  jury  believed 
the  plaintiff's  mill  was  Injured  by  the  wilful 
negligence  of  the  defendant,  or  someone  In  his 
employment,  they  should  find  for  the  defend- 
ant, as  respected  that  branch  of  the  case,  was 
held  to  be  clearly  erroneous,  as  it  might  have 
seriously  misled  tbe  Jury,  and  the  error  in  the 
Instruction  was  not  cured  by  the  form  of  the 
allegation  of  negligence  In  tbe  petition.  That 
tbe  allegation  of  "wilful"  negligence  In  the 
pleading  was  wholly  immaterial,  and  might 
have  been  struck  out  as  surplusage.  Taylor  v. 
Holman,  46  Mo.  371. 

In  Boberson  y.  Morgan,  118  N.  C.  991,  24 
8.  E.  667,  the  court  said  that  the  action 
seemed  to  have  been  brought  and  tried  under 
IS  52  and  58  of  the  Code,  providing  for  the  re- 
covery of  damages  for  setting  a  fire  by  which 
an  adjacent  landowner  is  Injured,  and  that  It 
was  admitted  In  the  statement  of  the  case  on 
appeal  that  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  were 
not  adjacent  landowners,  and  that,  that  being 
to,  the  sections  did  not  apply,  and  the  plain- 
tiff's action  could  not  be  maintained:  but  that 
it  was  argued  that  it  might  be  maintained  at 
common-law,  to  which  It  was  replied  that 
the  complaint  did  not  allege  a  common- 
law  liability.  In  that  it  failed  to  allege  neg- 
ligence, which  the  court  held  that  it  did  not 
do  in  terms,  but  held,  further,  that  negli- 
gence was  In  effect  alleged  In  the  allegation 
that  the  "defehdant  wilfully  permitted"  the 
fire  to  spread  over  and  burn  plaintiff's  fencing, 
etc..  and  that,  under  the  liberality  of  the  Code 
practice,  the  complaint  might  be  sustained  as 
stating  a  common-law  cause  of  action,  as  the 
court  afterward  held  that  the  case  was  tried 
under  the  conception  that  the  defendant  was 
liable.  If  liable  at  all,  under  the  sections  of  the 
Code  mentioned,  which  was  an  error.  The  ef- 
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feet  of  the  case  would  seem  to  be  a  dictum  that 
an  allegation  that  "defendant  wilfully  permit- 
ted" the  fire  to  spread  that  Injured  the  plain- 
tiff would  be  sustained  by  proof  of  negligence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant. 

The  term  "gross  negligence'*  Includes  all 
lesser  degrees  of  negligence,  and  a  charge  in  a 
petition  In  an  action  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  Injury  sustained  by  reason  of  the 
wheels  of  one  of  the  cars  of  the  company  run- 
ning over  his  foot,  that  the  act  of  the  company 
was  done  through  gross  negligence,  will  not 
limit  the  right  of  recovery,  If  otherwise  enti- 
tled, to  an  injury  Inflicted  by  the  wilful  or  In- 
tentional act  of  the  servants  of  the  company. 
Hays  V.  Gainesville  Street  R.  Co.  70  Tex.  602, 
8  Am.  St.  Rep.  624,  8  S.  W.  491. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  by 
a  brakeman  on  one  of  its  trains,  where  the 
complaint  alleged  that  the  injury  susta'ned 
was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  defendant  in 
falling  to  provide  good  and  safe  brakes  and 
appliances  connected  and  used  therewith,  and 
by  the  defendant's  negligently  and  carelessly 
omitting  to  keep  Its  brakes  on  said  train  In 
good  repair,  and  knowingly  allowing  the  same 
to  remain  out  of  repair.  It  was  contended,  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  that,  having  averred 
that  the  defendant  "knowingly"  suffered  the 
brakes  and  appliances  to  remain  out  of  repair, 
the  plaintiff  took  upon  himself  the  burden  of 
proving  that  the  corporation  had  knowledge 
of  the  imperfection, — In  other  words,  that,  hav- 
ing stated  his  alleged  grievances  with  unneces- 
sary particularity,  his  proof,  to  authorize  re- 
covery, must  make  out  his  cause  of  action  as 
he  already  had  chosen  to  allege  it;  but  the 
court  held  that  the  complaint  was  not  made  up 
of  one  continuous,  single  ground,  but  contained 
several  grounds,  one  following  another,  which 
might  and  should  be  construed  distrlbutlvely. 
That  the  language  might  be  divided  Into  the 
following  separate  words :  "Caused  by  the  neg- 
ligence of  the  defendant  In  failing  to  provide 
good  and  safe  brakes  and  appliances  con- 
nected therewith,"  and.  If  the  complaint  had 
stopped  here.  It  would  have  been  manifestly 
good, — ^at  least.  In  the  absence  of  a  demurrer; 
and,  so  framed,  the  question  of  knowledge  of 
the  Imperfect  condition  of  the  brake  and  Its 
appliances  would  not  have  been  raised.     That 
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are  oondusive  that  he  neither  looked  nor 
listened  for  it;  and  that  certainly  con- 
stituted negligence  on  his  part. 

Lockwood  V.  Belle  City  Street  R.  Co.  92 
Wis.  97,  65  N.  W.  866;  Stafford  v.  Chip- 
pewa Valley  Electric  R.  Co.  110  Wis.  331, 
85  N.  W.  1036;  Wills  v.  Ashland  Light, 
Power,  d  Street  R.  Co.  108  Wis.  255,  84  N. 
W.  998;  Dummer  v.  Milwaukee  Electric  R. 
d  Light  Co.  108  Wis.  689,  84  N.  W.  853; 
Ryan  v.  La  Crosse  City  R.  Co.  108  Wis. 
122,  83  N.  W.  770;  Tesch  v.  Miltoaukee 
Electric  R.  d  Light  Co.  108  Wis.  593,  53 
L.  R.  A.  618,  84  N.  W.  823;  Watermolen, 
V.  Fox  River  Electric  R.  d  Power  Co.  110 
Wis.  163,  85  N.  W.  663;  McClcllan  v.  Chip- 
pewa  Valley  Electric  R.  Co.  110  Wis.  326, 
85  N.  W.  1018;   Wilson  v.  Chippewa  Val- 


ley Electric  R.  Co.  120  Wis.  636,  66  L.  R. 
A.   912,  98  N.  W.   536. 

Messrs.  Bonok  A  Hilton,  A.  E. 
Thompson,    and    John    F.    Klnwin    for 

respondents. 

Marshall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

It  seems  that  from  the  time  of  drawing 
the  complaint  to  the  entry  of  judgment 
there  was  want  of  appreciation  of  the 
broad  distinction  between  ordinary  negli- 
gence and  intentional  wrongdoing,  the  for- 
mer being  characterized  by  inadvertence 
and  the  latter  by  advertence,  the  one  requir- 
ing intent,  actual  or  constructive,  to  injure, 
and  the  other  being  inconsistent  therewith. 
Under  the  decisions  of  this  court,  and  by 


there  then  followed  another  averment  con- 
nected with  the  former  by  the  conjunction 
"and,"  thus  showing  that  It  wns  an  additional, 
or  cumnlative,  charge  or  averment, — "and  by 
the  defendant's  negligently  and  carelessly 
omitting  to  keep  Its  brakes  on  said  train  in 
good  repair," — and  then  followed  the  words 
"and  knowingly  allowing  the  same  to  remain 
out  of  repair;"  that  the  word  "knowingly" 
only  qualified  the  last  clause  of  the  complaint, 
or  grievance  charged ;  and  that.  In  order  to 
recover  under  the  first  clause,  it  was  not 
necessary  to  show  knowledge  of  the  defendant. 
Ix)ui8ville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Coulton,  86  Ala.  129. 
5   So.  458. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  by 
the  parents  of  one  who.  It  was  alleged,  had 
been  killed  by  the  derailment  of  an  engine  of 
a  freight  train  on  which  the  son  of  the  plain- 
tiff was  head  brakeman,  and  in  which  action 
the  petition  alleged  that  the  deceased  was 
killed,  that  his  death  was  caused  by  the  de- 
fective condition  of  the  defendant's  engine  and 
track ;  and  charged  that  this  defective  con- 
dition resulted,  and  the  death  was  caused,  by 
the  gross  negligence  of  the  defendant, — it  was 
held  that  the  allegation  of  gross  negligence 
in  the  petition  included  a  charge  of  ordinary 
negligence,  and  was  sufficient  to  support  a  ver- 
dict based  upon  the  finding  of  the  latter.  Tex- 
as &  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Magrill,  16  Tex.  Civ.  App. 
.153,  40  S.  W.  188. 

Where  the  complaint  In  an  action  against 
a  railroad  company  alleged  that  the  defendant 
and  its  servants,  upon  arriving  at  the  station 
to  which  the  plaintiflT  had  paid  his  fare,  care- 
lessly, recklessly,  wilfully,  and  wantonly  re- 
fused to  stop  the  car  so  that  the  plaintiff 
might  safely  alight  therefrom,  but  obliged 
him  to  Jump  from  the  car  while  It  was  in 
rapid  motion,  in  doing  which  he  received  the 
injury  complained  of,  this  was  held  to  be  a 
statement  of  two  distinct  causes  of  action, 
one  for  exemplary  damages,  and  one  for  actual 
damages :  and.  the  plaintiff,  of  his  own  mo- 
tion, having  elected  to  try  his  cause  for  ac- 
tual damages,  and  there  being  some  testimony 
responsive  to  such  an  issue,  it  was  held  not 
competent  for  the  trial  Judge  to  withdraw  the 
<ase  from  the  Jury  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  Injury  shown  responsive  to  the  issues. 
Thomas  v.  Charlotte,  a  &  A.  B.  Co.  38  S.  C. 
485.  17  S.  E.  226. 
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III.  Allegation    of   reckless    or    wanton    negli- 
gence,   or    both. 

Where  a  count  In  a  complaint  for  injury 
caused  by  a  railroad  company  alleged  that  It 
was  caused  "by  the  gross  carelessness,  wan- 
tonness, or  recklessness"  of  the  defendant,  no 
recovery  could  be  had  thereon,  except  upon 
proof  that  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  having 
wantonly  inflicted  the  injury,  or  of  such  reck- 
less negligence  as  to  be  the  equivalent  of  hav- 
ing wantonly  or  Intentionally  inflicted  the 
wrong.  Stringer  v.  Alabama  Mineral  R.  Co. 
99  Ala.  397,  13  So.  75. 

In  Kansas  City,  M.  &  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Crocker, 
95  Ala.  412,  11  So.  262,  the  supreme  court 
of  Alabama  said:  "The  word  *wllfur  Imports 
that  the  act  to  which  It  refers  is  done  in- 
tentionally, purposely.  This  is  not  necessarily 
so  with  the  word  'reckless.'  The  latter  word 
has  a  wide  range  of  meaning.  In  its  milder 
sense  it  may  imply  mere  inattention  to  duty, — 
thoughtlessness, — Indifference,  carelessness,  neg- 
ligence, or  Import  a  heedless  disregard  of  ob- 
vious consequences :"  also,  that  a  complaint 
which  charges  recklessness  In  general  terms 
charges  no  more  than  mere  negligence,  thought- 
lessness, or  inadvertence,  which  cannot  be  re- 
garded as  the  equivalent  of  intentional  wrong, 
and  the  averments  of  such  a  complaint  by  no 
means  necessarily  import  that  the  objectionable 
act  was  wilful.  Quoted  and  followed  in  Louis- 
ville &  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Barker,  96  Ala.  435.  11 
So.  453 ;  Itichmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  v.  Farmer.  97 
Ala.  141,  12  So.  86. 

And,  as  has  been  seen,  the  Indiana  supreme 
court  has  gone  further,  and  added  the  term 
"wanton"  to  the  category,  holding  that  it, 
with  "reckless,"  simply  imports  ordinary  neg- 
ligence (supra,  I.). 

The  word  "recklessly,"  employed  in  a  com- 
plaint, In  qualifying  the  act  of  the  defendant's 
servants  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany for  injuring  the  plaintiff,  means  no  more 
than  "negligently."  Highland  Ave.  &  Belt  R. 
Co.  V.  Sampson,  112  Ala.  425,  20  So.  566. 

IV.  Recovery  on  allepation  of  ordinary  negli' 
gence,  on  proof  of  idlful  or  gross  negligenoe. 

Under  a  complaint  alleging  an  ordinary 
trespass  in  wrongfully  taking  personal  prop- 
erty, evidence  may  be  given  and  a  recovery 
may  be  bad  on  account  of  the  gross  negligence 
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the  better  rule,  it  is  believed,  prevailing 
wherever  the  doctrine  of  comparative  neg- 
ligence does  not  prevail,  as  it  does  not  here, 
that  species  of  wrong,  which  has  been  de- 
nominated in  this  and  some  other  juris- 
dictions "gross  negligence,"  is  impossible  if 
there  is  mere  want  of  ordinary  care. 
Therefore  to  charge  that  an  alleged  wrong- 
doer was  guilty  of  one  species  of  wrongful 
conduct,  and  allow  a  recovery  for  guilt  of 
the  other,  or  to  charge  both  as  charac- 
terizing the  same  wrongful  act  and  allow 
a  general  recovery,  is  wrong.  A  pleading 
with  such  an  infirmity  is  indefinite  and  un- 
certain and  open  to  a  motion  on  that 
ground.  The  practice  of  charging  that  one 
caused  injury  to  another  by  careless,  n^- 
ligent,  wanton,  and  wilful  misconduct,  or  of 


using  language  of  similar  import  in  attempt- 
ing to  state  a  cause  of  action,  is  improper. 
Tliis  court  so  held,  in  effect,  in  Bolin  v. 
Chicago,  8t.  P.  M.  d  0.  R.  Co,  108  Wis. 
333,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  911,  84  N.  W.  446, 
and  cases  there  referred  to,  and  so  held  ex- 
pressly in  Wilson  v,  Chippewa  Valley  Elea- 
trio  R.  Co.  120  Wis.  636,  66  L.  R.  A.  912, 
98  N.  W.  536.  In  the  former  this  lan- 
guage was  used:  "Inadvertence,  in  some  de- 
gree, is  the  distinguishing  characteristic  "of 
negligence,  while  misconduct  of  a  more  rep- 
rehensible character,  characterized  by  rash- 
ness, wantonness,  and  recklessness  of  a  per- 
son as  regards  the  personal  safety  of  an- 
other, has  been  designated  by  this  court  aa 
gross   negligence."     That  involves   "a   suf- 


of  tbe  defendant.  Wilkinson  v.  Searcy,  76  Ala. 
176.  The  question  decided  arose  upon  a  charge 
of  the  court  that,  If  the  act  was  done  wilfully 
(in  its  strong  sense),  or  was  the  result  of  that 
reckless  Indifference  to  the  rights  of  others 
which  is  equivalent  to  an  intentional  violation 
of  them ;  or  if  the  injury  had  been  wanton,  or 
malicious,  or  gross, — the  jury  might  award 
punitive  or  exemplary  damages ;  and,  the  de- 
fendant having  asked  a  charge  to  the  effect 
that  exemplary  damages  could  not  be  awarded, 
as  they  were  not  claimed  In  the  complaint,  the 
court,  on  appeal,  said  the  charge  was  correct- 
ly refused,  as  exemplary  damages  are  not  spe- 
cial damages,  but  might  be  claimed  In  the  com- 
plaint as  a  condition  of  their  recovery. 

In  Savannah  &  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Meadors,  95 
Ala.  137,  10  So.  141,  the  court  said  that,  un- 
der the  system  of  pleading  in  Alabama  under 
a  count  for  simple  negligence,  a  recovery 
might  be  had  upon  proof  of  wanton  negligence. 

And  in  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Webb,  97 
.Ala.  308,  12  So.  374,  It  was  also  held  that  the 
practice  prevailing  In  Alabama  authorises  the 
Introduction  of  evidence  of  reckless,  wanton, 
or  wilful  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant under  a  complaint  which  avers  only 
simple  negligence. 

Where  a  complaint  counts  upon  simple  neg- 
ligence, a  recovery  can  be  had  thereon  if  the 
proof  shows  that  the  Injury  was  canned  by  the 
wanton,  reckless,  or  Intentional  misconduct  of 
defendant.  Richmond  &  D.  R.  Co.  v.  Farmer, 
97  Ala.  141,  12  So.  86.  This  was  held  to  be 
the  rule  to  rebut  the  defense  of  contributory 
negligence. 

Where  a  count  of  a  complaint  against  a 
railroad  company  for  Injury  charged  simple 
negligence  as  distinguished  from  wanton  or 
wilful  negligence,  or  Its  equivalent.  It  was 
proper  to  admit  evidence  to  show  that  the  de- 
fendant negligently  failed  to  use  preventive 
effort  after  discovering  plaintiff's  peril,  and 
that  such  negligence  caused  the  Injury ;  the 
conclusion,  of  course,  being  that  failing  to  use 
preventive  effort  after  discovering  plaintiff's 
peril  was  the  equivalent  of  wanton  or  wilful 
negligence,  and  In  deciding  another  question  on 
another  count  the  court  said  so  In  so  many 
words.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Hurt,  101 
Ala.  84,  18  So.  180. 

In  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Markee,  103 
Ala.  160,  49  Am.  St.  Rep.  21.  15  So.  511,  the 
court,  after  citing  authorities  showing  that 
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the  various  propositions,  namely, — that  where 
the  plaintiff  counter  upon  wilful  or  wanton  neg- 
ligence, and  the  proof  shows  only  simple  neg- 
ligence, there  is  that  variance  between  the  al- 
legata and  probata,  which  will  defeat  a  re- 
covery; that,  if  there  is  that  variance  be- 
tween simple  negligence  and  wanton  or  wil- 
ful injury  that  proof  of  the  former  will  not 
sustain  a  complaint  charging  the  latter,  .a 
replication  to  a  plea  of  contributory  negligence, 
averring  wilful  and  intentional  Injury,  would 
be  a  departure  from  a  complaint  charging 
simple  negligence;  and  that  a  plea  of  con- 
tributory negligence  Is  no  answer  to  a  com- 
plaint counting  upon  wilful  or  wanton  negli- 
gence,— said  further:  "The  practice  which  has 
obtained  In  this  state,  and  to  some  extent 
Justified  by  adjudications  of  this  court,  of  prov- 
ing wilful  Injury,  or  wanton  negligence  as  Its 
equivalent,  under  a  complaint  averring  only 
simple  negligence,  should  no  longer  prevail 
It  Is  not  correct  in  principle  or  practice,  and 
leads  to  confusion  or  injustice.  ...  A 
plaintiff  Is  presumed  to  know  his  cause  of  ac- 
tion when  he  brings  his  suit,  and  has  the 
right  to  state  It  In  as  many  counts  as  he  may 
deem  It  necessary  to  meet  the  varying  phases 
of  the  evidence;  and  it  Is  his  duty  to  fully 
Inform  the  defendant  by  his  declaration  of  all 
the  grounds  of  complaint  relied  upon  for  a 
recovery.  Having  done  this,  the  defendant 
is  in  a  condition  to  prepare  his  pleas  in  de- 
fense. It  is  not  Just  for  the  parties  to  go  to 
trial,  and  after  having  entered  upon  the  trial, 
upon  Issues  shaped  by  the  pleading  to  permit 
either  party,  against  the  objections  of  the 
other,  unless  specially  authorized  by  statute. 
to  inject  a  new  Issue,  and  allow  the  plaintiff 
to  recover  upon  a  cause  ^f  action  not  stated 
in  his  complaint;  or  the  defendant  to  avail 
himself  of  a  defense  of  which  his  adversary  Is 
not  apprised  by  the  plea."  This  case  was 
cited  and  followed  In  Alabama  G.  S.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hall,  105  Ala.  599,  17  So.  176,  and  Jones  v. 
Alabama  Mineral  R.  Co.  107  Ala.  400,  18  So. 
30. 

In  Rockford,  R.  I.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Phillips, 
66  111.  548,  the  court  said  that  the  real  grava- 
men of  the  original  declaration,  and  which 
was  adhered  to  and  preserved  In  each  of  the 
amended  declarations,  was  that  the  defendant 
was  the  owner  of  tbe  railroad,  and  operating 
It  by  running  locomotives  and  trains  thereon ; 
that  plaintiff's  horse  strayed  and  got  upon  the 
39 
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ficient  degree  of  intent  at  least  to  be  incon- 
sistent with  inadvertence." 

In  the  last  case  cited  this  court  said  of 
the  effect  of  the  decision  in  the  Bolin  Case 
as  to  a  wrong  of  this  nature  (one  alleged 
to  have  been  characterized  by  wantonness 
and  wilfulness)  :  "There  is  really  no  ele- 
ment of  inadvertence,  which  is  a  necessary 
element  of  negligence,  and  hence  the  term 
'g^oes  n^ligence',  as  applicable  to  this 
.  Alass  of  wrongs,  is  inaccurate.  The  con- 
clusion is  that  when  this  kind  of  a  wrong 
is  charged^  as  in  the  present  case,  though  it 
be  called  'gross  negligence,*  it  does  not 
logically  include  ordinary  negligence  any 
more  than  a  charge  of  ordinary  negligence 
includes  intentional  wrong." 

In  Decker  v.  McSorley,  116  Wis.  643,  93 


N.  W.  808,  it  was  said  that  "no  degree  of 
mere  carelessness  or  inadvertence  consti- 
tutes gross  negligence  or  wilful  miscon- 
duct." And  in  Watermolen  v.  Fox  River 
Electric  R,  rf  Power  Co,  110  Wis.  163,  85 
N.  W.  663,  that  "it  is  obvious  that  no  de- 
gree of  mere  carelessness  or  inadvertence^ 
however  remote  from  the  care  customarily 
used,  either  by  the  ordinary  careful  man» 
or  by  the  exceptionally  careless  one,  con- 
stitutes gross  negligence."  The  latter  sug- 
gests necessarily  intent,  either  actual  or 
constructive,  to  cause  injury,  or  "conduct 
evincing  a  total  disregard  for  the  safety 
of  persons  or  property." 

The  doctrine  above  indicated  is  not  sup- 
ported by  authorities  universally,  though 
the    want    of    harmony    will    be   generally 


defendant's  railroad,  and  tbe  defendant,  by 
its  servants,  so  carelessly,  negligently,  and  Im- 
properly ran,  conducted,  and  directed  the  lo- 
comotive and  train  of  the  defendant  as  that 
the  locomotive  struck  tbe  plaintirT's  horse  wltb 
great  force  and  violence,  and  killed  It.  The 
court  held  that  proof  of  gross  negligence  would 
support  this  allegation,  as  it  was  a  matter  of 
common  practice  to  allow  plaintiff,  who  has 
simply  averred  ne.£:ligence,  and  there  is  proof 
of  contributory  negligence  on  his  part,  to  prove 
gross  negligence  in  the  defendant,  and  recover 
under  such   declaration. 

In  an  action  on  tbe  case  against  a  railroad 
company  for  killing  animals  of  tbe  plaintiff, 
where  a  count  in  the  declaration  alleged  that 
the  animals  were  killed  by  the  mere  negligence 
and  carelessness  of  the'  agents  and  servants 
of  the  defendants  in  operating  their  engines 
and  cars  on  their  railroad,  it  was  held  that 
gross  negligence  might  be  proved,  as  it  was 
not  necessary  to  aver  it,  but  only  to  aver  that 
tbe  act  was  negligently  and  carelessly  per- 
formed ;  and  when  the  right  of  recovery  de- 
pends upon  tbe  degree,  as  for  wilful  or  gross 
negligence,  It  is  a  matter  of  proof,  and  not  of 
pleading.  Chicago,  B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Carter, 
20  111.  390;  Approved  and  Followed  in  Chi- 
cago, B.  &  Q.  R.  Co.  V.  Mehlsack,  44  III.  App. 
124. 

In  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Krick,  47  Ind.  368, 
it  was  Insisted  by  tbe  defendant  that,  as  the 
complaint  only  charged  ordinary  negligence, 
evidence  could  not  be  given  under  it  of  gross 
negligence,  and  that  a  verdict  founded  or  found 
on  such  evidence  was  wrong;  but  the  court 
held  that  this  was  not  so;  that  a  charge  of 
negligence  by  the  plaintiff  against  the  defend- 
ant was  broad  enough  to  admit  proof  of  any 
and  all  degrees  of  negligence,  if  any  such  de- 
grees of  negligence  in  law  existed ;  that,  while 
negligence  should  be  charged  in  the  complaint. 
It  was  the  province  of  the  evidence  to  show  in 
what  It  consisted. 

In  Ft.  Wayne  v.  De  Witt,  47  Ind.  396,  the 
court,  in  holding  that  tbe  complaint,  although 
containing  the  affirmative  allegation  that  tbe 
injury  resulted  without  the  fault  of  the  plain- 
tiff, did  not  state  facts  showing  the  negligence 
of  the  defendant,  and  that  the  existence  of 
such  negligence  must  be  averred,  said :  "But 
It  is  not  necessary  to  set  out  the  facts  con- 
stituting such  negligence.  It  is  sufficient, 
when  the  act  complained  of  is  properly  stated, 
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to  aver  generally  that  such  act  was  negligently 
done;  and,  under  this  general  averment,  proof 
of  any  and  every  degree  of  negligence  Is  ad- 
missible." Ohio  &  M.  R.  Co.  V.  Selby.  47  Ind. 
471,  17  Am.  Rep.  719,  to  the  same  effect. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company 
the  complaint,  after  alleging  a  contract  to 
carry  the  malls,  by  which  contract  the  rail- 
road company  agreed  with  the  government  to 
carry  a  mail  agent,  and  that  the  plaintiff,  be- 
ing a  mail  agent,  became  and  was  a  passenger 
In  the  defendant's  cars,  then  stated  a  bodily 
injury  received  by  plaintiff,  by  the  running 
of  the  car  containing  the  plaintiff  off  tbe  track 
and  breaking  it,  through  defectiveness  of  ma- 
chinery, want  of  care,  skill,  etc.  A  demurrer 
to  the  complaint  was  overruled,  and  such  ml- 
ing  affirmed  by  the  general  term  of  the  su- 
preme court,  aud,  in  affirming  that  judgment^ 
the  court  of  appeals  said :  "Degrees  of  negli- 
gence are  matters  of  proof,  and  not  of  aver- 
ment. The  allegations  of  negligence  in  this 
complaint  are  sufficient,  whether  the  defend- 
ant Is  liable  for  ordinary,  or  only  for  gross, 
negligence."  Nolton  v.  Western  R.  Corp.  15 
N.  Y.  444,  69  Am.  Dec.  628. 

Where  two  paragraphs  in  a  petition  in  an 
action  for  an  Injury  caused  by  the  alleged 
fauJt  of  the  defendant  relate  to  the  same  oc- 
currence and  injury,  and  it  is  expressly  so  al- 
leged, and  tbe  only  difference  between  them  is 
that  the  facts  are  set  out  more  in  detail  In  the 
one  than  in  tbe  other,  and  gross  negligence  is 
alleged  in  one  and  not  alleged  In  the  other, 
the  plaintiff  should  be  required  to  elect  whicl* 
of  the  paragraphs  he  will  prosecute,  as  the 
evidence  required  to  support  one  would  sup- 
port the  other ;  and  the  allegation  of  negligence 
is  sufficient  to  entitle  the  plaintiff  to  recover 
in  an  action  lilce  this  for  any  degree  of  cul- 
pable negligence  that  may  be  established  by 
the  evidence.  Muldraugh's  Hill,  C.  &  C.  Tump. 
Co.  V.  Maupin,  79  Ky.  101. 

Where  a  petition  in  an  action  against  a  rail- 
road company  for  an  injury  to  the  plaintiff 
stated  that  the  action  of  the  conductor  in 
charge  of  the  train,  and  that  of  tbe  defendant 
In  regard  to  operating  it,  were  negligent  and 
careless,  and  the  defendant  was  guilty  of  neg- 
ligence;  and  that  tbe  injury  to  the  plaintiff 
occurred  by  reason  of  the  negligence  and  want 
of  reasonable  care  on  the  part  of  the  defend- 
ant, and  without  any  fault  of  tbe  plaintiff, — 
it   was   held   not   to   be   an   action   under   tbe 
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found  to  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  the  doc- 
trine of  comparative  negligence  prevails  in 
some  jurisdictions  and  not  in  others.  Au- 
thorities on  both  sides  of  the  question  are 
cited  in  Wilson  v.  CMppewa  Valley  Eleotrio 
R.  Co,  120  Wis.  636,  66  L.  R.  A.  912,  98 
X.  W.  536.  The  idea  that  gross  negligence 
is  inconsistent  with  ordinary  negligence 
seems  to  be  the  lofrical  result  of  such  a  dis- 
tinction between  the  two  species  of  wrongs 
as  to  render  it  impossible  for  the  element 
of  inadvertence  to  be  common  to  both.  It 
were  better  if  the  term  "gross  negligence," 
as  suggesting  inadvertence,  had  never  been 
used  in  speaking  of  a  wrong  having  the  ele- 
ment of  intent,  actual  or  constructive,  to 
injure.  The  supreme  court  of  Indiana,  in 
treating  this  subject  in  Louisville,  N,   A. 


d  0.  R,  Co.  V.  Bryati,  107  Ind.  51,  53,  7  N. 
E.  807,  808,  used  this  language:  "To  con- 
stitute a  wilful  injury,  the  act  which  pro- 
duced it  must  have  been  intentional,  or 
must  have  been  done  under  such  circum- 
stances as  evinced  a  reckless  disr^;ard  for 
the  safety  of  others,  and  a  willingness  to 
inflict  the  injury  complained  of.  It  in- 
volves conduct  which  is  quasi  criminal. 
.  .  .  The  words  'wilful*  and  'negligent,* 
used  in  conjunction,  have  not  always  been 
employed  with  strict  regard  for  accuracy 
of  expression.  To  say  that  an  injury  re- 
sulted from  the  negligent  and  wilful  con- 
duct of  another  is  to  affirm  that  the  same 
act  is .  the  result  of  two  exactly  opposite 
mental  conditions.  It  is  to  affirm  in  one 
breath  that  an  act  was  done  through  in- 


Btatote  for  a  killing?  by  wilful  neglect,  as,  if 
It  were,  it  would  have  been  necessary,  inas- 
much as  the  statute  creates  and  defines  the 
Injury,  to  allege  that  the  negligence  was  wU- 
firl ;  but  It  was  only  an  action  at  common  law 
for  negligence.  That  In  such  case  the  degree, 
whether  wilful,  gross,  or  ordinary,  need  not  be 
stated,  as  it  is  a  matter  of  proof,  and  not  of 
averment.  Lonlsvllle  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Mitchell, 
87  Ky.  327,  8  S.  W.  706,  Citing  Nolton  v. 
Western  R.  Corp.  15  N.  Y.  444,  69  Am.  Dec. 
623 :  Muldraugh'R  Hill,  C.  &  C.  Turnp.  Co.  v. 
Maupin,  .79  Ky.   101, — supra. 

In  I^ulsvllle  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Rains,  15  Ky. 
L.  Rep.  428,  23  S.  W.  505,  the  court  said  that 
It  had  held,  and  that  such  was  the  law,  that, 
under  the  general  allegation  of  negligence  in 
common-law  actions  for  injuries,  you  may  es- 
tablish the  degree  of  proof;  and  It  Is  not  nec- 
essary to  allege  this  degree,  whether  gross  or 
ordinary,  in  order  to  make  a  cause  of  action, 
the  averment  of  negligence  being  sufficient. 

In  an  action  against  an  express  company 
for  an  Injury  inflicted  upon  the  plaintiff  by  the 
servants  of  the  company  by  driving  over  him 
a  loaded  express  wagon,  the  court,  after  say- 
ing that  it  was  well  settled  that  a  master  is 
responsible  In  punitive  damages  for  the  wil- 
ful act  or  gross  negligence  of  his  servant  en- 
gaged In  bis  business,  whether  be  did  or  did 
not  know  the  servant  to  be  Incompetent  or 
disqualified  for  the  service  In  which  he  was 
engaged,  said  further.  In  answer  to  the  posi- 
tion assumed  by  counsel  for  the  defendant  that 
the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  punitive  dam- 
ages because  not  claimed  In  the  declaration, 
that  the  position  was  not  maintainable,  as 
the  plaintiff  demanded  damages  for  the  negli- 
gent act  of  the  defendant,  under  which  It  was 
competent  to  show  the  character  of  the  negli- 
gence, and  the  extent  of  the  Injury  Inflicted. 
Southern  Exp.  Co.  v.  Brown,  67  Miss.  260,  19 
Am.  St.  Rep.  306,  7  So.  318.  8  So.  425. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  for 
Injury  sustained  by  tbe  plaintiff.  It  was  held 
that  where  the  complaint,  although  stating  tbe 
occurrence  with  somewbat  unnecessary  partic- 
ularity, and  Imputing  negligence  In  one  respect 
In  which  it  might  be  said  It  could  not  be  sus- 
tained, also  contained  a  general  allegation  that 
the  occurrence  happened  and  the  Injuries  of  the 
plalntlir  were  received  by  him  through  the  neg- 
ligence and  want  of  care  of  the  defendants,  and 
not  through  any  want  of  care,  neglect,  or  de- 
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fault  on  his  part, — this  Is  a  sufficient  allega- 
tion to  include  any  negligence,  and  other  alle- 
gations which  are  mere  surplusage  will  not 
hove  the  effect  of  excluding  the  facts  from  the 
consideration  of  the  court  or  Jury.  Edgerton 
V.  New  York  &  H.  R.  Co.  35  Barb.  389. 

In  Shumacher  v.  St.  Louis  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  39 
Fed.  174,  which  was  an  action  brought  against 
a  railroad  company  by  an  employee  thereof  to 
recover  for  an  Injury  sustained  while  in  the 
employ  of  the  company,  the  complaint  charged 
that  the  Injury  was  occasioned  by  the  negli- 
gent act  of  tbe  defendant,  and  It  was  held 
that,  under  such  a  complaint,  any  degree  of 
negligence  might  be  proved,  and  a  recovery 
had  therefor ;  that,  when  the  injury  Is  charged 
to  have  been  occasioned  by  reason  of  the  neg- 
ligent act,  the  defendant  must  take  notice  that 
the  plaintiff  can  rely  upon  his  right  to  prove 
negligence  In  any  degree. 

In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  the 
court  said  that,  as  a  matter  of  evidence,  proof 
that  the  misconduct  of  the  defendant  was  such 
as  to  evince  an  utter  disregard  of  consequences, 
so  as  to  imply  a  willingness  to  Inflict  the  in- 
Jury  complained  of,  may  tend  to  establish  wil- 
fulness on  the  pai-t  of  the  defendant;  but,  to 
authorize  a  recovery  on  such  evidence,  there 
must  be  suitable  allegations  In  the  complaint 
to  which  It  Is  applicable.  Pennsylvania  Co. 
▼.  Shiclair,  62  Ind.  801,  30  Am.  Rep.  185. 

For  an  Injury  wilfully  Inflicted  a  recovery 
may  be  had,  though  the  person  injured  did  not 
use  ordinary  care  to  avoid  the  Injury;  but  evi- 
dence of  negligence  of  the  defendant  causing 
the  Injury,  so  gross  as  to  Imply  a  disregard  of 
consequences,  or  a  willingness  to  Inflict  the  in- 
Jury,  cannot  be  treated  as  evidence  author- 
izing a  recovery  by  the  plaintiff,  who  did  not 
use  ordinary  care  to  avoid  the  injury,  where 
the  allegations  of  his  pleading  do  not  amount 
to  a  charge  that  his  Injury  was  purposely  or 
wilfully  caused  by  the  defendant.  Proof  of 
recklessness  or  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  defendant,  upon  such  an  issue,  cannot 
avail  more  against  the  defendant  than  would 
any  satisfactory  proof  of  the  defendant's  want 
of  ordinary  care.  Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Smith, 
98  Ind.  42. 

Where  the  first  count  of  a  declaration  al- 
leged that  the  defendant  carelessly,  wrong- 
fully, and  unlawfully  drove  a  team  of  horses 
attached  to  a  vehicle  over  plaintiff  with  great 
force   and   violence,   whereby   he   was   knocked 
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attention,  thoughtlessly,  heedlessly,  and  at 
the  same  time  purposely  and  by  design. 
.  .  .  It  is  only  necessary  to  say  that  the 
distinction  between  cases  falling  within  the 
one  class  or  the  other  is  clear  and  well  de- 
fined, and  cases  in  neither  class  are  aided 
by  importing  into  them  attributes  pertain- 
ing to   the  other." 

in  Cleveland,  C.  C.  d  8L  L,  R.  Co.  v. 
Miller,  149  ,  Ind.  490-501,  49  N.  E.  446, 
449,  that  court  said :  *'The  two  terms  ['neg- 
ligence' and  'wilfulness']  are  incompatible. 
Negligence  arises,  from  inattention,  thought- 
lessness, or  heedlessness,  while  wilfulness 
cannot  exist  without  pur}k)se  or  design. 
No  purpose  or  design  can  be  said  to  exist 
where  the  injurious  act  results  from  neg- 
ligence, and  negligence  cannot  be  of  such  a 


degree  as  to  become  wilfulness.  .  .  • 
The  doctrine  of  comparative  negligence  does 
not  obtain  recognition  in  this  state  .  .  . 
and  when  wilfulness  is  the  essential  ele- 
ment in  the  act  or  conduct  of  the  party 
charged  with  the  wrong,  the  case  ceases  to 
be  one  of  negligence.  Wilfulness  and  neg- 
ligence are  the  opposites  of  each  other; 
the  former  signifying  the  presence  of  inten- 
tion, and  the  latter  its  absence.''  To  the 
same  effect  are  Parker  v.  Pennsylvania  Co. 
134  Ind.  673,  23  L.  R.  A.  652,  34  N.  E.  504 : 
Highland  Ave.  d  Belt  R.  Co.  v.  Winn,  93 
Ala.  306,  9  So.  509 ;  Louisville  d  N  R.  Co. 
V.  Johnston,  79  Ala.  436;  Levin  v.  Mem- 
phis d  C.  R.  Co.  109  Ala.  332,  19  So.  395; 
^ahash  R.  Co.  v.  Speer,  166  111.  244,  40  N. 
E.  835;  Ruter  v.  Foy,  46  Iowa,  132;  Mat- 


upon  the  Rronnd  and  firrlevously  hurt,  the  de- 
fendant cannot  he  called  upon  to  come  into 
court  and  meet  a  charge  of  wilful,  wanton,  or 
reckless  negligence;  and  a  charge  that.  If  the 
plaintiff  neglected  to  use  ordinary  care,  and 
was  Injured  by  the  defendant,  he  could  not 
recover,  even  though  the  Jury  should  find  from 
the  evidence  that  the  defendant  was  also  neg- 
ligent, unless  they  should  find  from  the  evi- 
dence that  the  defendant  saw  the  plain.tlff  In 
or  approaching  a  place  of  danger,  and  knew, 
or  had  good  reason  to  believe,  that  he  was  not 
aware  of  danger,  and  saw  him  in  such  a  posi- 
tion of  danger  In  time  to  prevent,  by  using 
ordinary  care,  the  injury  to  him,  and  did  not 
make  use  of  care  for  that  purpose, — was  out- 
side of  the  issues  made  by  the  pleadings.  Den- 
man  V.  Johnston.  85  Mich.  387.  48  N.  W.  565. 
In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company  the 
complaint  simply  charged  negligence,  and  on 
appeal  from  a  Judgment  of  nonsuit  at  the 
trial  the  court  held  that  the  nonsuit  was  cor- 
rect, as  the  evidence  showed  that  the  plain- 
tiff was  guMty  of  contributory  negligence. 
The  plaintiff  then  claimed  that  there  was  evi- 
dence in  the  case  sufficient  to  show  a  case  of 
wilful  Intent  to  injure,  or  that  reckless  or 
wanton  disregard  on  the  part  of  defendant's 
employees  of  the  plaintiff's  right  and  safety 
which  Is  deemed  equivalent  to  an  Intent  to  in- 
jure, and  might  be  called  a  constructive  In- 
tent, and  which  has  been  Inaccurately  termed 
gross  negligence;  but  the  court  said,  with  re- 
gard to  this  claim,  that  it  was  sufficient  to 
say  that  no  such  cause  of  action  was  stated, 
or  attempted  to  be  stated.  In  the  complaint, 
which  simply  charged  negligence;  that  if  wil- 
ful misconduct  was  claimed,  or  a  wanton  and 
reckless  act  equivalent  In  law  to  wilful  mis- 
conduct, the  cause  of  action  was  a  different 
one  from  a  cause  of  action  founded  upon  neg- 
ligence simply,  and  that  the  defendant  was  en- 
titled to  know  what  the  cause  of  action  was 
upon  which  the  plaintiff  relied.  McClellan  v. 
Chippewa  Valley  Electric  R.  Co.  110  Wis.  326, 
85  N.  W.  1018. 

V.  Under  statute  or  ordinance. 

A  statute  of  Kentucky  in  its  first  two  sec- 
tions provides  for  the  maintaining  of  actions 
for  the  destruction  of  the  life  of  persons  or 
stock  through  the  negligence  or  carlessness 
of  agents  or  servants  of  railroad  companies. 
69  L.  B.  A. 


The  3d  section  provides  **that,  if  the  life  of 
any  person  or  persons  is  lost  or  destroyed  by 
the  wilful  neglect  of  another  person  or  persons, 
company  or  companies,  corporation  or  corpo- 
rations, their  agents  or  servants,  then  the 
personal  representative  of  the  deceased  shall 
have  the  right  to  sue  such  person  or  persons, 
company  or  companies,  corporation  or  corpo- 
rations, and  recover  punitive  damages  for  the 
loss  or  destruction  of  the  life  aforesaid.'*  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  statute  makes  use  of 
the  term  "wilful  neglect"  and,  as  has  been 
seen,  the  courts  of  Indiana  have  ipvarlabiy 
held  that  there  can  be  no  such  thing,  as  the 
two  words  are  of  exactly  opposite  meaning. 
In  Chiles  v.  Drake,  2  Met.  (Ky.)  146,  74  Am. 
Dec.  406,  in  an  action  brought  by  the  plain- 
tiff against  the  defendant  for  shooting  her 
husband,  where  the  plaintiff  alleged.  In  the 
first  paragraph  In  her  petition,  that  the  defend- 
ant had  unlawfully  killed  her  husband  by 
shooting  him  with  a  pistol,  and  in  the  second 
paragraph  she  alleged  that  the  defendant,  by 
means  of  his  wilful  neglect,  shot  and  killed 
her  husband,  the  court  held  that  under  the 
evidence  the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  on  the 
first  paragraph,  and  her  right  to  maintain 
her  action  was  thus  restricted  to  the  last. 
The  court  had  charged  the  Jury,  at  the  In- 
stance of  the  defendant,  that  the  plaintiff 
could  not  recover  If  the  death  was  accidental, 
not  premeditated,  and  not  liroduced  by  wilful 
neglect,  and  this  was  held  to  be  correct. 

In  an  action  based  upon  the  3d  section  of 
the  same  statute,  the  charge  In  the  petition 
being  wilful  negligence.  It  is  necessary  to  show 
this  degree  of  negligence  to  recover :  and. 
where  the  evidence  fails  to  show  any,  there  is 
no  reason  why  a  nonsuit  should  not  be  ordered. 
Louisville  &  P.  Canal  Co.  v.  Murphy,  9  Bush. 
522. 

In  I^uisvllle,  C.  &  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Case,  9  Bush. 
728,  the  court  said  that  in  actions  against 
railroad  companies,  which  are  embraced  by  the 
provisions  of  both  the  1st  and  3d  sections  of 
the  act,  an  averment  of  wilful  negligence,  re- 
sulting in  the  death  of  a  person  not  an  em- 
ployee of  the  company,  authorizes  a  recovery 
under  either  section,  in  case  the  proof  war- 
rants a  recovery  at  all.  That,  If  wilful  neg- 
ligence be  established,  punitive  damages  may 
be  awarded ;  if  mere  culpable  negligence,  then 
such  damages  as  the  person  injured  might  have 
recovered  if  death  had  not  ensued.     That  as 
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thewB  V.  Warner,  29  Gratt.  570,  26  Am. 
Rep.  396;  Denman  v.  Johnston,  85  Mich. 
387,  48  N.  W.  565;  Mmger  v.  Laur  (State, 
Menger,  Prosecutor,  v.  Lauer)  55  N.  J.  L. 
205,  20  L.  R.  A.  61,  26  Atl.  180,  and  7 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  443. 

From  the  foregoing  it  will  be  seen  that 
in  charging  liability,  either  springing  from 
the  want  of  ordinary  care  or  an  intentional 
wrong,  causing  personal  injury  to  one, 
nothing  is  to  be  gained  by  a  multiplicity 
of  adjectives  or  adverbs.  When  it  is  stated 
that  the  wrongdoer  failed  to  exercise  ordi- 
nary care  in  a  case  grounded  on  ordinary 
negligence,  or  that  he  acted  wilfully  in  a 
ease  based  on  gross  negligence,  so  called, 
nothing  in  any  circumstances  can  be  added 
by  otherwise  characterizing  the  wrong,  ex- 


cept by  way  of  emphasis,  which  of  course 
is  immaterial  to  the  liability,  or  the  meas- 
ure thereof.  In  confusing  the  two  species 
of  wrong,  as  if  one  was  of  the  same  char- 
acter as  the  other,  only  greater  in  degree, 
there  is  liability  of  rendering  the  pleading 
indefinite,  and  leading  to  a  fatal  variance 
between  it  and  the  proof,  and  also  to  an 
inconsistent  verdict. 

There  was  an  objection  here  to  any  ev- 
idence under  the  complaint  because  of  un- 
certainty of  the  nature  above  spoken  of. 
The  theory  of  appellant's  counsel  seems  to 
have  been  then,  and  to  be  still,  that  the 
charge  of  inadvertent  conduct  and  of  wil- 
fulness neutralized  each  other,  rendering 
the  complaint  insufficient  to  state  any  cause 
of  action.     We  think  otherwise.     In  «  case 


to  railroad  companies  or  proprietors,  unless 
It  be  an  employee  who  Is  killed,  the  two  sec- 
tions should  be  treated  as  one;  and,  when  It 
is  averred  In  the  petition  that  the  person 
killed  was  not  an  employee,  and  that  the  neg- 
liffenoe  was  wllfal,  the  action  should  be  tried 
as  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
Injuries  not  resulting  in  death,  except  that  In- 
stead of  the  common-law  rule,  by  which  the 
measure  of  the  recovery  Is  to  be  determined, 
the  Jury  should  be  governed  by  the  standard 
prescribed  by  the  statute.  That  the  allega- 
tion of  wilfnl  negligence  necessarily  Includes 
all  inferior  grades,  and  the  Jnry  must  deter- 
mine from  the  proof  whether  the  recovery  Is 
to  be  had,  tf  at  all,  under  the  1st  or  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  act,  and  then  assess  the  damages 
according  to  the  measures  of  recovery  fixed  by 
the  provisions  of  the  act  itself.  The  court 
said,  further,  that  they  did  not  express  a 
dllTerent  opinion  in  the  Murphy  Case,  where, 
the  action  not  being  against  a  railroad  com- 
pany, the  canal  company  could  not  be  held 
responsible  under  the  act  unless  the  negligence 
was  wilful. 

Where  an  original  petition  averred  that  the 
negligence  was  under  the  Ist  section  of  the 
statute  mentioned,  and  thereafter  the  court 
allowed  the  plaintiff  to  amend  its  petition  by 
claiming  that  the  injury  was  caused  by  the 
wilful  negligence  of  the  defendant  under  the 
.^d  section  of  the  statute,  It  was  held  that  the 
court  below  erred  In  granting  such  permission, 
as  the  amended  petition  set  up  no  new  cause 
of  action ;  and  as,  under  the  original  petition, 
the  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  no  more  than 
compensation.  It  was  Improper  to  allow  him 
either  ta  aver  or  prove  circumstances  of  ag- 
gravation growing  out  of  the  conduct  of  the 
agents  and  employees  of  the  railroad  company 
after  the  fatal  injuries  had  been  Inflicted. 
Jacobs  V.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  10  Bush,  263. 

In  an  action  Instituted  against  a  railroad 
company  to  recoter  damages  under  the  pro- 
visions of  II  1  and  8  of  said  statute,  the 
plaintiff  alleged  that  his  intestate  was  killed 
by  the  defendant  while  pursuing  Its  business 
as  the  proprietor  of  a  railroad,  and  that  the 
death  was  the  direct  result  of  the  wilful  neg- 
ligence of  Its  servants  and  agents.  It  appeared 
in  evidence  that,  In  addition  to  its  corporate 
right  to  construct  and  operate  a  line  of  rail- 
way, the  railroad  company  had  a  right  to  own 
real  estate  and  mine  coal  and  other  minerals, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


and  that  the  Injury  complained  of  was  occa- 
sioned by  a  car  loaded  with  coal  becoming  de- 
tached from  Its  fastenings  when  on  the  In- 
cline, and  but  a  few  feet  from  the  entrance 
to  the  mine,  and  running  down  the  Incline, 
being  precipitated  and  running  against  the 
house  of  the  plaintiff,  and  killing  his  wife  and 
one  of  his  children.  Plaintiff  brought  the  ac- 
tion as  the  administrator  of  the  deceased 
child.  The  court,  after  approving  what  was 
decided  in  Louisville,  C.  &  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Case,  0 
Bush,  728,  distinguished  that  case  from  this, 
and  held  that  the  1st  section  of  the  statute 
does  not  apply  to  the  facts  of  this  case. 
That,  while  it  was  true  that  the  defendant 
was  the  proprietor  of  a  railroad,  and  It  was 
also  true  that  deceased  was  not  in  its  employ 
at  the  time  he  was  killed,  the  proof  also  shows 
that  the  work  being  carried  on  by  the  defend- 
ant at  the  time  and  place  the  accident  or 
killing  occurred  was  not  in  its  nature  or  char- 
acter incident  to  or  part  of  the  regular  and 
usual  business  of  the  proprietor  of  a  rail- 
road. Claxton  V.  Lexington  &  B.  8.  B.  Co. 
13  Bush,   686. 

In  an  abstract  of  the  decision  of  Rountree 
V.  Stephens,  8  Ky.  L.  Rep.  433,  It  Is  said 
that,  in  an  action  against  a  railroad  company 
to  enable  either  the  widow,  or  the  heir  or  the 
personal  representative,  of  a  decedent  to  re- 
cover under  |  8  of  the  statute,  it  Is  necessary 
that  the  petition  should  allege,  and  that  the 
proof  should  show,  that  the  loss  was  caused  by 
the  wilful  neglect  of  the  company. 

In  Forkner  v.  Kean,  17  Ky.  L.  Rep.  654,  32 
8.  W.  265,  which  was  an  action  against  the 
receiver  of  a  railroad  company,  it  was  held 
that,  although  the  averments  in  the  petition 
amount  to  an  issue  of  wilful  negligence,  yet 
this  would  not  defeat  a  recovery  for  ordinary 
negligence. 

The  result  of  these  Kentucky  cases  would 
seem  to  be  that  by  the  statute  referred  to.  un- 
der account  In  a  petition  for  wilful  neglect. 
In  an  action  against  a  railroad  company,  a 
recovery  may  be  had  upon  proof  either  of 
such  wilful  neglect  or  ordinary  negligence : 
but  that,  under  such  a  count  of  a  petition  In 
an  action  against  a  person  or  corporation  oth- 
er than  a  railroad  company,  no  recovery  can 
be  had,  except  upon  proof  of  what  the  courtH 
by  force  of  the  statute  are  compelled  to  desig- 
nate "wilful  neglect*' 
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of  this  kind;  while  it  is  true  a  charge  of 
g^oss  negligence  will  not  warrant  a  recov- 
ery on  the  ground  of  ordinary  negligence, 
even  though  accompanied  by  an  allegation 
that  plaintiff  was  in  the  exercise  of  ordi- 
nary care  at  the  time  of  the  occurrence 
complained  of,  it  does  not  necessarily  fol- 
low that  a  charge  including  both  elements 
of  wrongful  conduct  is  meaningless.  If 
very  strict  technical  rules  of  pleading  were 
applied  it  might  be  otherwise.  Under  the 
proper  rule,  every  reasonable  intendment 
is  to  be  considered  in  favor  of  the  pleading, 
and  everything  essential  to  the  cause  of  ac- 
tion sought  to  be  stated,  reasonably  infer- 
able from  the  language  used,  is  to  be 
deemed  as  effectually  pleaded  as  if  express- 
ly alleged.  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  §  2668;  Morse 
V.  Qilvfiany  16  Wis.  505;  Flanders  v.  UoVic- 
kar,  7  Wis.  372;  Horn  v.  Ludington,  28 
Wis.  81;  Merrill  v.  Merrill,  63  Wis.  522, 
10  N.  W.  684;  Miller  v.  Bayer,  94  Wis. 
123-126,  68  N.  W.  809;  South  Bend  Chilled 
Plow  Co.  V.  George  C.  Crihh  Co.  97  Wis. 
230,  72  N.  W.  749.  Or  as  stated  thus  in 
some  of  the  cases  cited:     "If  the  essential 


facts  can  be  gathered  from  the  pleading,  or 
may  reasonably  be  inferred  from  the  alle- 
gations, it  is  good  though  sueh  allegations 
be  in  form  uncertain  and  incomplete." 

It  is  considered  that  a  charge  that  an 
act  was  negligently,  carelessly,  and  wilfully 
done,  or  done  negligently,  carelessly,  and  in 
disregard  of  consequences  as  to  the  per- 
sonal safety  of  others,  though  open  to  a 
motion  to  make  more  definite  and  certain 
by  removing  the  feature  rendering  it  nec- 
essary to  determine  by  construction  what 
character  lof  wrong  is  relied  upon,  may 
reasonably  be  said  to  charge  gross  n^li- 
gence.  Therefore  the  objection  to  evidence 
under  the  complaint  was  properly  overrul- 
ed. However,  since  the  objection  directed 
attention  to  a  probability  that  the  pleader 
may  have  intended  to  charge  both  ordinary 
negligence  and  gross  negligence,  to  set 
forth  two  causes  of  action  of  a  somewhat 
inconsistent  character,  the  court,  in  over- 
ruling it,  should  have  construed  the 
complaint,  and  shaped  the  trial  accordingly. 
In  Wilson  v.  Chippetoa  Valley  Electric  R, 
Co.  120  Wis.  636,  66  L.  R.  A.  912,  98  N.  W. 


See  also  Louisyille  &  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Mitchell, 
87  Ky.  327,  8  S.  W.  706,  ^pra,  IV. 

A  statute  of  Massachusetts  provided  that 
"If.  by  reason  of  the  negligence  or  careless- 
ness of  a  corporation  operating  a  street  rail- 
way, or  of  the  unfitness  or  gross  negligeDce 
or  carelessness  of  its  servants  or  r gents,  while 
engaged  in  its  business,  the  life  of  a  passen- 
ger, or  of  a  person  being  In  the  exercise  of 
due  diligence  and  not  a  passenger  or  in  the 
employment  of  such  corporation,  is  lost,  the 
corporation   sliali   be   liable   In   damages,     .     . 

to  be  assessed  with  reference  to  the  degree 
of  culpability  of  said  corporation,  or  of  Its 
servants  or  agents,  and  to  be  recovered  in  an 
action  of  tort."  In  Gaibralth  v.  West  End 
Street  R.  Co.  165  Mass.  572,  43  N.  E.  501, 
which  was  an  action  brought  under  the  stat- 
ute by  the  plaintiff,  as  administratrix  of  the 
estate  of  her  husband,  to  recover  damages  for 
his  death  occasioned  by  injuries  received  by 
him  while  crossing  the  tracks  of  the  defend- 
ant's railway,  by  the  alleged  gross  negligence 
of  the  defendant's  servants,  the  court  instruct- 
ed the  Jury  that  it  was  not  easy  to  define  the 
term  "gross  negligence,"  but,  in  a  general  way, 
they  would  have  no  difficulty  In  understanding 
what  it  meant;  that  it  meant  great  careless- 
ness, great  negligence ;  and  that  they  must 
find  gross  negligence  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant's motorman,  or  else  the  action  could 
not  be  maintained. 

In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for  the  al- 
leged death  of  the  plaintiff's  son,  four  and  one 
half  years  of  age.  who  was  killed  by  the  de- 
fendant's vicious  horse  while  running  at  large 
in  a  public  highway  contrary  to  an  ordinance 
of  the  city,  which  provided  that  no  horse 
should  be  permitted  to  run  at  large  in  the 
city  at  any  time,  and  that  any  person  who 
should  permit  the  same  to  run  at  large  should 
be  punished  as  therein  prescribed,  It  was  held 
that  it  was  a  case  where  the  knowledge  or  In- 
tent of  the  defendant  was  In  question,  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


that  It  was  necessary  for  the  plaintiff  to  show 
that  the  horse  was  at  large  with  the  knowledge 
and  assent  or  permission  of  the  owner,  and 
that,  therefore,  the  defendant  could  not  prop- 
erly be  held  liable  under  the  ordinance  for 
mere  negligence.  The  complaint  alleged  that 
there  was  an  ordinance  of  the  city  in  force, 
prohibiting  animals  from  running  at  large  in 
the  public  streets,  and  also  that  the  horse  was 
vicious  In  his  disposition,  and  known  to  be  so 
by  tlM»  defendant,  and  that  the  defendant  neg- 
ligent:.- permitted  the  horse  to  run  at  large  In 
the  public  streets,  and  that  the  death  of  the 
deceased  was  the  result  of  such  negligence. 
On  a  former  appeal  from  a  Judgment  for  the 
plaintiff  in  the  case  (111  Wis.  91,  86  N.  W. 
554)  it  had  been  held  that  it  was  not  only 
competent,  but  in  fact  necessary,  for  the  plain- 
tiff to  show  in  some  way  that  the  horse  was 
at  large  with  the  knowledge,  assent,  or  per- 
mission of  tlie  onner.  That  it  was  a  case 
where  the  knowledge  or  intent  of  the  defend- 
ant was  in  question,  or,  -  perhups,  more  ac- 
curately, where  it  was  necessary  to  show  that 
the  act  in  question  was  not  accidental.  These 
statements  of  the  court  in  the  opinion  deliv- 
ered on  the  former  appeal  were  quoted  and 
approved  by  the  court  on  the  present  appeal. 
Decker  v.  McSorley,  116  Wis.  643,  §3  N,  W. 
808. 

VI.  Conclusion. 

As  stated  In  the  beginning,  the  primary  and 
chief  difficulty  in  arriving  at  a  correct  con- 
clusion as  to  the  rights  set  forth  in  the  title 
to  the  note  Is  to  ascertain  Just  what  meaning 
the  ultimate  courts  of  the  several  Jarlsdic- 
tlons  intend  to  convey  by  the  use  of  the  term 
"gross  negligence.'*  One  can  easily  understand 
the  distinction  between  a  wilful  injury  and  an 
injury  occasioned  by  the  negligence  of  the  par- 
ty causing  it;  but  when  the  attempt  Is  ma<*e. 
and — so  far,  at  least,  as  the  particular  Jurls- 
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536,  this  court  construed  a  complaint 
charging  an  alleged  wrongful  act  to  have 
been  perpetrated  negligently  and  wilfully 
as  stating  a  cause  of  action  involving  gross 
negligence,  and  tested  the  sufficiency  of  the 
verdict  thereby,  holding  that,  upon  such 
a  complaint,  there  cannot  be  a  recovery  on 
the  ground  of  ordinary  negligence  consist- 
ent with  McClellan  v.  Chippeioa  Valley 
Electric  R.  Co.  110  Wis.  326,  85  N.  W. 
1018,  where  it  was  decided  that  in  a  com- 
plaint charging  ordinary  negligence  there 
can  be  no  recovery  on  the  ground  of  gross 
negligence. 

The  practice  adopted  here  of  declining  to 
construe  the  complaint  as  to  the  partic- 
ular species  of  wrongdoing  intended  to  be 
charged  therein,  and  confining  plaintiff 
thereto,  and  permitting  a  recovery  upon 
the  ground  of  ordinary  and  gross  negli- 
gence as  well,  is  very  reprehensible.  To 
allow  such  a  practice  to  gain  a  foothold  in 
our  system,  would  lead  to  prejudicial  confu- 
sion and  uncertainty  in  the  administra- 
tion of  justice.  The  jury  were  directed  to 
find  as  to  issues  appropriate  to  two  distinct 
and    somewhat    inconsistent    causes    of    ac- 


tion, when  the  complaint  should  have  been 
construed  as  charging  but  one.  It  should 
have  been  held  to  state  a  cause  of  action 
for  gross  negligence.  We  have  a  verdict 
finding  that  degree  of  wrong,  and  in  effect 
finding  that  a  lesser  degree  was  the  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  injury.  It  may  appear 
somewhat  technical  to  hold  that  such  a 
verdict  presents  a  well-defined  and  fatal 
inconsistency,  but  the  practice  contemplat- 
ed by  the  Code  that  the  plaintifif  shall  state, 
understandingly  to  the  defendant  and  the 
court,  the  facts  as  to  the  cause  of  action  he 
relies  upon,  and,  if  there  are  two  causes, 
that  they  shall  not  be  inconsistent,  and  that 
the  recovery  shall  be  in  harmony  therewith, 
is  so  invaded  by  that  adopted  by  the  trial 
court  that  we  feel  constrained  to  condemn 
it,  not  overlooking  §  2829,  and  the  scope 
thereof,  as  declared  by  this  court,  in  saving 
judicial  decisions  from  disturbance  regard- 
less of  errors  not  affecting  the  substantial 
rights  of  the  adverse  parties. 

Since  no  recovery  can  be  sustained  under 
the  complaint  for  ordinary  negligence,  all 
questions  presented  upon  the  appeal,  ap- 
pertaining to   the   subject  of   contributory 


diction  Is  concerned — successfully  carried  out, 
to  unite  as  Identical  Injury  committed  through 
gross  negligence  with  wilful  negligence,  and  to 
segregate  gross  negligence  from  all  other  negli- 
gence, as  was  done  In  Ridkoct  v.  Winxebaog 
Traction  Co.,  following  other  modern  Wiscon- 
sin decisions,  one  is  led  to  think  that  the  proc- 
ess of  bending  the  meaning  of  words  to  milt 
the  Immediate  occasion  Is  complete.  A  care- 
ful consideration,  however,  of  all  the  cases  on 
the  subject,  leads  to  the  conclusion  that,  not- 
withstanding the  careless  use  of  language  In 
stating  or  alluding  to  wilful,  intentional,  or 
negligent  injury,  the  courts  are  In  reality  at 
one:  as  to  what  Is  the  true  rule ;  which  may  be 
stated  In  the  language  of  the  court  In  Belt  B. 
&,  Stock  Yard  Co.  v.  Mann.  107  Ind.  89,  7  N. 
R.  S93,  as  to  what  the  court  deemed  necessary 
to  overcome  the  defense  of  contributory  negli- 
gence: "To  entitle  one  to  recover  for  an  In- 
Jury  to  which  bis  own  negligence  may  have 
contributed,  the  injurious  act  or  omission 
must  have  been  purposely  and  Intentionally 
committed,  with  a  design  to  produce  injury,  or 
It  must  have  been  so  committed  under  such 
circumstances  as  that  Its  natural  and  probable 
consequence  would  be  to  produce  injury  to  oth- 
ers. There  must  have  been  either  an  actual 
or  constructive  Intent  to  commit  the  Injury. 
The  act  must  have  Involved  conduct  quasi 
criminal  in  character.'* 

If  this  be  true,  it  assists  somewhat  In  ar- 
riving at  a  conclusion  as  to  what  Is  the  doc- 
trine as  to  the  right  to  recover  under  an  al- 
legation alleging  gross,  or  wilful,  negligence  on 
proof  of  mere,  or  ordinary,  negllKence,  but  does 
not  entirely  settle  the  question  as  to  what  the 
true  rule  Is,  as  has  been,  and  will  be,  seen  by 
consulting  cases  in  8upra,  I.  In  Indiana  and 
Colorado  an  allegation  that  an  Injury  was  com- 
mitted in  a  wanton,  or  reckless,  or  grossly 
negligent,  manner  is  not  an  allegation  that  the 
same  was  wilful.  And  so  in  those  states,  un- 
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der  an  allegation  that  an  Injury  was  com- 
mitted In  that  manner,  recovery  may  be  had 
on  proof  of  ordinary  negligence.  In  Florida 
an  alleviation  of  negligence  which  is  wanton 
or  reckless  would  seem  to  be  held  to  be  the 
equivalent  of  Intentional  or  wilful.  It  Is  also 
held  that  such  Is  not  Included  In  an  allegation 
of  gross  negligence.  Aside  from  this,  how- 
ever, it  is  believed  that  the  consensus  of  Ju- 
dicial decision  is  that  under  an  allegation  set- 
ting forth  that  an  injury  was  caused  by  an  act 
or  omifision  either  wilfully  and  intentionally 
committed,  or  under  such  circumstances  as 
that  Its  natural  and  probable  consequences 
would  be  to  produce  injury  to  others,  and  as 
evincing  a  reckless  disregard  for  the  safety  of 
others  and  a  willingness  to  Inflict  the  injury 
complained  of,  a  recovery  cannot  be  had  upon 
proof  simply  of  ordinary  negligence;  and  this 
Is  so  whether  the  allegation  designates  the  act 
or  omission  constituting  the  Injury  as  wilful 
or  intentional,  or  as  gross,  negligence.  On  the 
other  hand,  it  seems  to  be  settled  that  a  re- 
covery may  be  had  upon  an  allegation  of  an 
injury  committed  by  an  act  or  omission  involv- 
ing ordinary  negligence,  on  proof  of  any  de- 
gree of  negligence.  Including  gross  nes;ligence, 
and  also  including  an  act  or  omission  which 
might  be  considered  wilful,  intentional,  reck- 
less, or  wanton.  The  latter  doctrine,  however, 
does  not  obtain  In  Rideout  v.  Winnkmago 
Traction  Co.  or  any  other  of  the  Wisconsin 
cases,  the  supreme  court  of  that  state  having 
repudiated  It.  And,  as  has  been  seen,  in  Michi- 
gan a  plaintlflT  will  not  be  permitted  to  prove 
wilful,  wanton,  or  reckless  negligence  to  rebut 
the  defense  of  his  contributory  negligence,  un- 
der bis  declaration  alleging  ordinary  negligence. 
Denman  v.  Johnston,  85  Mich.  387,  48  N.  W. 
565,  supra,  IV.  Excepting  these,  however,  the 
doctrine  as  stated  is  believed  to  prevail. 

P.  H,  V. 
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negligence  of  Sarau,  are  immaterial,  and 
will  therefore  not  be  considered.  If  the 
injury  was  caused  by  gross  misconduct  of 
appellant's  servant,  conduct  involving  at 
least  constructive  intent  to  do  the  act  com- 
plained of,  whether  Sarau.  did  or  did  not 
exercise  ordinary  care  to  protect  himself 
does  not  affect  the  right  of  respondents  to 
recover,  either  for  the  damages  caused 
to  the  deceased  or  to  the  surviving  relatives. 
Bolin  v.  Ohioago,  8t.  P.  M.  d  O,  R,  Co.  108 
Wis.  333,  81  Am.  St.  Rep.  911,  84  N.  W.  446. 

The  point  is  made  that  there  was  no  evi- 
dence of  wilful  misconduct  on  the  part 
of  appellant's  servant  who  controlled  the 
car,  and  therefore  a  verdict  should  have 
been  directed  in  appellant's  favor.  It 
seems  to  us  otherwise.  There  was  evidence 
tending  to  show  that  when  the  car  reached 
a  point  where  the  motorman  was  in  full 
view  of  the  marchers,  and  for  a  consider- 
able period  of  time  thereafter,  he  must 
have  observed  the  danger  those  in  its  path- 
way were  in  and  had  ample  opportunity  to 
guard  against  it;  that  he  must  have  seen 
that  the  marchers  were  proceeding  entire- 
ly unconscious  of  the  approach  of  his  car; 
that  with  the  noise  of  the  band  and  other 
noises  made  by  them  it  'vgas  quite  improb- 
able that  they  would,  or  might  not,  observe 
the  car  in  time  to  give  way  for  it  to  pass; 
that  by  repeated  signals  from  the  conduc- 
tor he  was  directed  to  slacken  the  speed 
of  the  ear,  and  if  necessary  stop  it  before 
reaching  the  space  occupied  by  the  march- 
ers, and  that,  nevertheless,  he  made  no  effort 
to  do  so  until  it  had  traveled  through  a 
large  part  Qf  such  space  and  up  to  within 
a  few  feet  of  Sarau,  at  the  rate  of  16  miles 
per  hour,  or  about  22  feet  per  second.  A 
jury  might  well  find  under  such  circum- 
stances conscioua  disregard  of  human  life, 
rendering  the  wrongdoer  in  case  of  a  de- 
struction thereof  guilty  of  manslaughter 
in  a  criminal  action,  and  of  wilful  miscon- 
duct in  a  civil  action.  True,  the  car  had 
the  right  of  way,  and  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  marchers  to  step  aside  so  as  not  to  in- 
terfere with  its  passage  or  speed.  True,  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  marchers,  as  is  ordi- 
narily the  case,  to  use  their  senses  reason- 
ably, to  enable  them  to  do  that  before  the 
car  came  dangerously  near  them,  and  yet 
no  excuse  is  seen  for  an  assertion  of  a  su- 
perior right  in  appellant  by  consciously 
running  its  car  into  the  parade  at  a  speed 
of  22  feet  per  second. 

A  person  with  Sarau  at  the  place  of  the 
injury  when  he  regained  consciousness,  in 
answ^er  to  this  question,  "What  did  he  say, 
if  anything,  that  would  indicate  pain  and 
suffering?"  said:  "He  raised  his  right  leg, 
at  that  time  he  knew  he  was  hurt,  and  he 
didn't  know  whether  his  leg  waa  off  or 
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whether  it  was  cut,  although  he  felt  the 
pain,  and  he  thought  they  were  either 
squeezing  it  or  doing  something  to  it,  and  he 
wanted  us  to  let  go;  seeing  we  didn't  let 
go  he  raised  his  right  leg  and  tried  to  kick 
us,  and  we  hela  his  right  leg  down." 

It  is  easily  seen  that  the  answer  is  not 
responsive  to  the  question.  Error  is  as- 
signed because  the  court  refused  to  strike 
it  out.  Whether  appellant  was,  or  may 
have  been,  prejudiced  thereby  does  -not 
clearly  appear.  As  a  rule  unresponsive 
answers  by  a  witness  should  be  promptly 
stricken  out,  upon  a  motion  being  seaaon- 
ably  made  therefor.  Tlie  orderly  conduct 
of  trials  requires  that  litigants  shall  have 
a  reasonable  enforcement  of  that  rule. 

Several  witnesses  were  permitted  to  tes- 
tify to  what  they  heard  Sarau  say,  or  do,  or 
how  he  acted  shortly  after  he  was  injured, 
some  of  tlie  occurrences  being  while  he  was 
on  the  way  to  the  hospital  from  the  place 
of  the  injury,  and  some  immediately  upon, 
or  soon  after,  his  arrival  at  the  hospital, 
indicating  that  he  was  conscious  and  suffer- 
ing pain.  That  was  proper.  Exclama- 
tions and  expressions  such  as  commonly, 
under  the  circumstances,  evince  suffering, 
the  conditions  being  such  as  to  indicate 
reality,  may  be  testified  to  by  a  person  hav- 
ing knowledge  thereof  upon  the  ultimate 
fact  which  they  suggest  becoming  a  proper 
subject  of  inquiry.  Such  evidence  falls 
within  the  rules  allowing  all  parts  of  the 
res  gestcB  as  to  a  subject  of  judicial  in- 
quiry to  be  given  in  evidence.  Ball  v.  Am- 
erioan    Masonic   Acci.    Asao.    86   Wis.   518, 

67  N.    W.    366;    McKeigue    v.    JanesvilU, 

68  Wis.  60,  31  N.  W.  298;  Quaife  v.  Chi- 
cago d  N,  W.  R.  Co,  48  Wis.  613,  33  Am. 
Rep.  821,  4  N.  W.  668;  1  Greenl.  Ev.  §  102; 
and  Jones,  £v.  §  362.  The  doctrine  that 
a  person's  state  of  mind  as  to  existing 
pain  can  be  so  established  necessarily  in- 
includes  establishing  connciousness.  Both 
matters  were  material  in  this  case.  One 
could  not  really  suffer  pain  without  pos- 
sessing some  degree  of  consciousness.  The 
indications  of  one  would  ordinarily  evince 
the  other.  But  independently  of  that, 
doubtless,  the  state  of  a  person's  mind  ah 
regards  consciousness,  when  material,  may 
be  established  by  the  species  of  evidence 
competent  to  establish  the  fact  of  suffering 
pain. 

Evidence  was  permitted  as  to  what  the 
duties  of  a  motorman  were,  operating  a  car 
manned  by  a  conductor,  as  in  this  case. 
The  question  was  evidently  not  aimed  at 
what  the  duty  of  the  motorman  was,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  but  as  to  what  the  incidents 
of  his  position  were  in  that  regard  imder  his 
contract  of  employment.  Presumably,  the 
purpose  of  the  question  was  to  show  that 
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he  was  not  required  to  do  anything  inter- 
fering with  observing  tlie  situation  of  those 
upon  the  track  in  the  pathway  of  his  car  on 
the  occasion  in  question,  and  that  he  reck- 
lessly and  consciously  disobeyed  the  con- 
ductor's orders  to  stop  the  car  before  the 
event  complained  of.  The  bearing  of  the 
evidence  was  on  the  claim  of  wilful  mis- 
conduct imputable  to  appellant.  In  that 
light  we  see  no  reason  why  the  evidence 
was  not  proper. 

Further  complaint  is  made  because  evi- 
dence was  permitted  as  to  the  schedule 
time  for  running  cars  the  week  before  the 
accident.  We  are  unable  to  see  how  ap- 
pellant could  possibly  have  been  prejudiced 
by  that.  There  was  no  claim  that  the 
speed  of  car  on  the  day  of  ti^e  accident  was 
greater  than  usual.  The  only  difference  in 
the  schedule  on  that  day  and  on  the  week 
prior  thereto  was  that  on  tfte  former,  con- 
trary to  the  latter,  the  cars  were  operated 
one  way  only,  giving  patrons  the  benefit  of 
two  opportunities  to  go  in  that  direction  in 
the  time  ordinarily  occupied  by  a  trip  down 
the  track  and  return.  It  was  certainly 
proper  to  show  the  manner  in  which  the 
cars  were  operated  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury, and  that  there  was  a  special  arrange- 
ment for  the  occasion  for  the  better  con- 
venience of  patrons. 

Error  is  assigned  because  one,  who  was  in 
the  procession  some  distance  behind  Sarau, 
was  permitted  to  testify  that  as  the  car 
passed  him,  he  said,  "For  God's  sake  stop 
that  carl"  It  was  then  in  dangerous  prox- 
imity to  Sarau.  The  exclamation  was 
made  within  hearing  distance  of  the  motor- 
man.  He  may,  or  may  not,  have  heard  it. 
It  was  within  the  probabilities  that  he 
did.  So  the  evidence,  though  not  compe- 
tent to  show  the  speed  of  the  car,  or  that 
it  was  going  at  a  dangerous  rate  of  speed, 
was  competent  as  bearing  on  the  question 
of  whether  the  motorman  operated  the  car 
in  conscious  disregard  of  the  safety  of 
others. 

One  of  the  marchers,  who  was  some  dis- 
tance behind  Sarau,  having  testified,  with- 
out objection,  that  seeing  the  danger  to 
those  on  the  car  track,  he  stepped  forward 
to  take  hold  of  some  of  them,  his  idea  being 
to  nm  on  to  the  track  for  that  purpose, 
but  that  there  was  no  show  and  -he  stepped 
back,  was  permitted  to  answer  a  question 
a  a  to  why  there  was  no  show.  The  an- 
ft^vnr  w^««  not  strictly  responsive  thereto,  but 
there  was  no  motion  to  strike  it  out.  The 
(|ii(.'.stiuii  merely  asked  for  an  explanation 
of  previous  evidence.  No  reason  is  sug- 
gested, or  is  perceived,  why  that  was  not 
proper.  A  number  of  other  rulings  on  ev- 
idence adverse  to  appellant  are  referred  to 
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in  the  briefs  of  counsel.  We  have  given 
such  attention  thereto  as  seems  to  be 
required  without  discovering  any  prejudi- 
cial error  therein. 

Complaint  is  made  because  the  court  did 
not  submit  the  following  questions  to  the 
jury,  as  requested:  "Did  the  motorman 
sound  the  gong  continuously  while  ap- 
proaching Sarau-"  "At  what  rate  of  speed 
was  the  car  running  when  it  ran  into  the 
Milwaukee  Uniformed  Rank,  Knights  of 
Pj^hias?"  It  is  a  sufficient  answer  thereto 
to  say  that  the  questions  only  involve  evi- 
dentiary circumstances,  not  issues  of 
fact  raised  by  the  pleadings,  within  the 
meaning  of  §  2858,  Rev.  Stat.  1898;  Baxter 
V.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  104  Wis.  307, 
80  N.  W.  644:  Mauch  v.  Hartford,  112  Wis. 
40,  87  N.  W.  816;  and  Patn^de  v.  Westcn- 
haver,  114  Wis.  460,  90  N.  W.  467.  There 
is  no  allegation  in  the  complaint  or  the 
answer  as  to  whether  the  gong  of  the  car 
was  continuously  sounded  while  the  car 
was  approaching  Sarau,  or  at  what  rate  of 
speed  it  was  going  at  the  time  of  the  in- 
jury. The  allegations  of  the  complaint  are 
to  the  effect  that  it  was  then  moving  at  a 
dangerous  rate  of  speed,  and  that  due  and 
sufficient  warning  was  not  given  to  persons 
in  the  pathway  thereof  to  give  way  for  its 
passage.  These  allegations  were  put  in  issue 
by  denials,  and  in  addition  defendant  an- 
swered that,  as  the  car  approached  the  point 
where  the  injury  was  intiicted,  a  sufficient 
warning  of  its  presence  was  given  by  sound- 
ing the  gong  and  bell  on  the  car.  So  the 
real  issue  raised  WHs  whether  the  car,  un- 
der the  circumstances,  was  approaching  at 
a  negligent  rate  of  speed,  and  whether  suffi- 
cient warning  was  given  to  persons  in  its 
pathway  to  clear  the  track  for  its  passage. 
These  matters  were,  though  not  in  the  most 
approved  form,  included  in  the  questions 
submitted. 

Error  is  assigned  because  the  court  re- 
fused to  instruct  the  jury  that,  had  Sarau 
lived,  his  earning  capacity  would  probably 
have  decreased  with  advancing  years.  It 
would  seem  that  appellant  could  not  have 
been  prejudiced  by  a  failure  to  instruct  on 
such  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 

Further  error  is  assigned  for  a  refusal  to 
instruct  the  jury  that  the  probable  earn- 
ing capacity  of  Sarau  should  be  considered 
with  reference  to  his  capacity  in  that  re- 
gard, taking  into  consideration  his  personal 
expenses,  income  from  property  not  heinT 
considered.  The  general  instructions  so 
informed  the  jury.  That  being  the  cisc. 
there  was  no  error  in  refusing  to  specially 
instruct  as  to  the  same  matter. 

Some  complaint  is  made  of  remarks  by 
respondents*   oounael   during  the  argunient 
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to  the  jury,  which  do  not  appear  to  merit 
special  attention.  The  exceptions  in  re- 
gard thereto  have  been  siiificiently  exam- 
ined to  satisfy  us  that  at  least  no  prejudi- 
cial error  was  committed  in  respect  to 
such  matters. 

The  judgment  must  be  reversed  and  the 
action  remanded  for  a  new  trial  of  the 
cause  of  action  for  gross  negligence,  it  be- 
ing understood  that  the  issues  appropriate 


thereto  are  the  only  ones  which  the  com- 
plaint justifies  submitting  to  a  jury  for 
determination.  It  is  unfortunate  that  a 
verdict  was  taken  which  in  effect  found 
that  such  a  wrong  produced  the  death  of 
Sarau,  and  that  it  was  also  produced  by  a 
wrong  of  an  entirely  dififerent  character. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  reversed, 
and  the  cause  is  remanded  for  further  pro- 
ceedings in  accordance  with  this  opinion. 
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1.  A  manicipal  corporation  liaa  no  rl^lit 

to  prevent  the  use  by  its  owner.  Id  a  lawful 
way,  of  a  paved  strip  between  the  street  line 
and  a  building  set  a  few  feet  back  from  the 
street,  wbere  there  Is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  strip  has  ever  become  a  part  of  the 
highway,  or  that  the  municipality  has  so 
treated  it. 

2.  A  mnnlclpal  corporation  is  not  li- 
able for  injnrien  to  a  traT-eler  upon  a 
sidewalk  through  the  fall  of  a  billboard  in- 
securely placed  by  an  abutting  owner  upon 
his  own  property  near  the  edge  of  the  street, 
under  a  statute  requiring  it  to  keep  its  streets 
reasonably  safe  and  fit  for  travel. 

(May  12.  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Mar- 
quette County  to  review  a  judgment  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  for 
i¥hich  defendant  was  alleged  to  be  responsi- 
ble.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  W.  T.  Potter,  for  plaintiff  in  error : 

The  sign  or  billboard  in  question  was  a 
mere  incident  to  the  building  to  which  it 
was  attached,  and  was  in  no  sense  related 
to  or  a  part  of  the  sidewalk. 

Williams,  Mun.  Liability  for  Tort,  p.  152; 
MoLoughlin  v.  Philadelphia^  142  Pa.  80,  21  | 
Atl.  764;  Jones  v.  Boston,  104  Mass.  75,  6 
Am.  Rep.  194;  Hume  v.  Ifew  York,  74  "N.  Y. 
273. 


Those  objects  in  a  highway  which  have  no 
necessary  connection  with  a  roadbed,  or  re- 
lation with  tjie  public  travel  thereon,  and 
the  danger  from  which  arises  from  mere 
casual  proximity,  and  not  from  the  use  of 
the  road  for  the  purpose  of  traveling  there- 
on, will  not,  as  a  general  rule,  render  the 
road  defective. 

Eewison  v.  New  Haven,  34  Conn.  136,  91 
Am.  Dec.  718;  Hixon  v.  Lowell,  13  Gray,  59; 
Williams,  Mun.  Liability  for  Tort,  p.  109. 

The  liability  in  Michigan  is  purely  statu- 
tory, and  this  case  is  neither  within  the 
language  nor  the  intention  of  the  statute. 

Williams,  Mun.  Ldabilily  for  Tort,  p.  181 ; 
Detroit  v.  Putnam,  45  Mich.  263,  7  N.  W. 
815 ;  Kennedy  v.  Lansing,  99  Mich.  618,  58 
N.  W.  470;  Gavett  v.  Jackson,  109  Mich. 
408,  32  L.  R.  A.  861,  67  N.  W.  517;  Mc- 
Arthur  v.  Saginaw,  58  Mich.  357,  65  Am 
Rep.  687,  25  N.  W.  313. 

Reasonable,  and  not  absolute,  safety  is 
all  that  is  required. 

Weis^  V.  Detroit,  106  Mich.  482,  63  N.  W. 
423. 

Messrs.  Button  A  Helfenuui,  for  de- 
fendant in  error : 

A  board  which  was  liable  to  blow  down 
whenever  a  proper  wind  blew  was  allowed  by 
the  city  to  be  in  use  for  about  two  years, 
resting  on  the  sidewalk,  a  menaoe  to  all 
travelers.  It  was  the  active  approval  of 
the  use  of  the  sidewalk  for  the  purpose  of  the 
signboard.  This  rendered  the  municipality 
liable. 

Joslyn  V.  Detroit,  74  Mich.  458,  42  N.  W. 
60;  Hayes  v.  West  Bay  City,  91  Mich.  418; 
51  N.  W.  1067;  Hutchinson  v.  Ypsilanti,  103 


NoTK. — ^As  to  liability  of  city  for  drowning 
-of  child  in  pond  on  private  property,  see.  In 
this  series,  Omaha  v.  Bowman,  40  L.  R.  A.  531. 

As  to  liability  for  drowning  of  child  in 
pond  situated  partly  on  street  and  partly  on 
private  premises,  see  Arnold  v.  St.  Louis,  48 
L.  R.  A.  291. 

As  to  liability  of  city  for  negligence  of 
private  parties  in  piling  lumber  In  street,  see 
Evansvlile  v.  Senhenn,  41  L.  R.  A.  728. 

As  to  liability  for  damage  caused  by  the  stor- 
ing in  a  street  of  a  wagon  by  a  private  in 
^9  L.  R.  A. 


dividual,  with  permission  of  the  city  authorities, 
see  Cohen  v.  New  York,  4  L.  R.  A.  406. 

As  to  liability  generally  for  dangerous  con- 
dition of  premises  lying  open  beside  a  high- 
way or  frequented  path,  see  note  to  Lepnick  v. 
Gaddls,  26  L.  R.  A.  686,  and  the  subsequent 
cases  in  this  series  of  Pekin  v.  McMahon,  27  L, 
R.  A.  206 ;  Moran  v.  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  33 
L.  R.  A.  755 ;  Dobbins  v.  Missouri,  K.  &  T.  R. 
Co.  38  L.  R.  A.  573 ;  Stendal  v.  Boyd.  42  L.  R. 
A.  288 :  and  Cooper  v.  Overton,  45  L.  R,  A.  591. 
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Mich.  12,  61  N.  W.  279;  McEvoy  v.  Sault 
^te.  Marie  (Mich.)  10  Bet  L.  N.  1036,  98 
N.  Y.  1006. 

The  sidewalk  was  all  of  it  under  the  con- 
trol of  the  municipality,  ana  the  fact  that 
it  extended  over  the  line  of  the  street  could 
make  no  difference. 

Elliott,  Mun.  Corp.  %  326,  pp.  293,  294; 
Drake  v.  Lowell,  13  Met.  292. 

Hooker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  was  injured  by  a  billboard 
which  Butler  was  in  the  habit  of  using  in 
front  of  the  doors  of  his  opera  house,  in  the 
city  of  Ishpeming,  to  advertise  prospective 
attractions.  This  billboard  was  88  inches 
in  length,  44  inches  in  width,  and  weighed 
•over  40  pounds.  On  each  edge,  about  a  foot 
from  the  top  of  the  board,  a  screw  hook  was 
placed  to  fasten  into  eyes  or  staples  on  the 
beam  over  the  double  doors.  The  lower  end 
rested  upon  the  sidewalk  18  inches  or  2  feet 
from  the  building.  The  building  is  3  feet 
back  from  the  street  line,  but  the  walk  ex- 
tends to  the  door.  The  plaintiff,  while  pass- 
ing, was  hit  and  injured  by  the  board,  which 
was  blown  by  the  wind  against  him.  There 
was  some  testimony  indicating  that  it  was 
not  fastened  on  this  occasion.  A  verdict 
and  judgment  for  the  plaintiff  resulted  from 
the  trial,  and  the  defendant  has  appealed. 
The  only  question  arises  over  the  refusal 
of  the  circuit  judge  to  direct  a  verdict  for 
the  defendant. 

The  undisputed  evidence  in  this  case 
shows  that  the  billboard  was  wholly  outside 
of  the  highway  and  upon  private  ground. 
Before  the  defendant  can  be  held  liable  to 
pay  for  this  injury,  it  must  be  shown  that 
it  "neglected  to  keep  its  sidewalk  in  reason- 
able repair  and  in  condition  reasonably  safe 
and  fit  for  travel."  No  complaint  is  made 
that  the  street  or  sidewalk  was  not  in  prop- 
er condition  and  in  a  reasonably  safe  and 
fit  condition  for  travel,  so  far  as  the  same 
was  dependent  upon  the  condition  of  the 
street  itself.  Plaintiff's  claim  rests  on  the 
proposition  that,  to  avoid  liability  imder 
the  statute,  the  municipality  must  protect 
the  traveler  against  dangers  from  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  highway  which  make  trav- 
eling unsafe. 

The  only  theories  upon  which  defendant 
can  be  held  liable  in  this  case  are:  (1) 
That  all  of  the  sidewalk  was  a  portion  of  the 
highway,  or  {%)  that  the  billboard  was  a 
nuisance,  which  the  city  might  and  should 
have  abated. 

There  is  no  testimony  tending  to  show 
that  the  3  feet  of  ground  upon  which  the 
billboard  stood  was  a  part  of  the  highway, 
or  that  the  city  so  treated  it.  Nothing  in- 
dicates that  it  exercised  any  control  over  it, 
'69  L.  R.  A. 


or  that  said  3  feet  was  covered  by  any  walk 
that  it  built  or  ordered.  This  area  in  front 
of  the  opera  house  appears  to  have  been  an 
exception,  other  buildings  extending  to  the 
line  of  the  highway.  It  is  not  unreason- 
able to  suppose  that  it  was  left  for 
the  acconunodation  of  the  owner's  patrons, 
and  it  is  shown  that  the  owner  exercised 
dominion  over  it  by  the  use  made  of  the 
billboard,  if  in  no  other  way.  The  city  had 
no  lawful  right  to  require  its  use  for  a 
street,  or  to  prevent  the  owner  from  using 
it  in  connection  with  his  opera  house  in 
any  lawful  way.  We  cannot  say  from  the 
record  that  the  city  should  be  estopped  from 
denying  that  this  strip  was  a  part  of  its 
sidewalk,  to  be  kept  in  repair,  etc.,  by  it. 
We  must  then  inquire  whether  the  liabil- 
ity can  be  sustained  upon  the  ground  that 
it  failed  to  abate  a  nuisance.  In  its  con- 
struction of  the  statute  (Comp.  Laws,  $ 
3441),  which  has  been  somewhat  liberal, 
this  court  has  never  gone  so  far  as  to  hold 
that  it  requires  the  municipality  to  protect 
a  traveler  against  dangers  which  result  en- 
tirely from  the  use  made  of  abutting  premi- 
ses by  their  ownc?s,  and  which  cannot  be 
avoided  by  barriers  or  some  other  effective 
mode  of  construction  of  the  highway.  It 
may  be  reasonably  said  that  a  highway  is 
not  reasonably  safe  "^hich  has  no  barriers 
separating  it  from  a  pit  or  cellar  on  adjoining 
premises,  and  in  such  a  case  the  liability 
rests  not  on  a  failure  to  abate  a  nuisance, 
but  an  inadequate  highway.  The  city  may, 
and  should,  perhaps,  build  the  barrier,  but 
it  has  no  authority  to  trespass  upon  the 
abutter  and  fill  up  his  cellar.  In  Hixon  v. 
howell,  13  Gray,  61,  this  subject  is  dis- 
cussed by  Mr.  Justice  Hoar.  The  statute 
provided  that  "all  highways,  town  ways, 
causeways,  and  bridges  within  the  bounds 
of  any  to^vn"  are  required  to  "be  kept  in 
repair  at  the  expense  of  such  town,  so  that 
the  same  may  be  safe  and  convenient  for 
travelers,  with  their  horses,  teams,  and  car- 
riages, at  all  seasons  of  the  year."  [Rev; 
Stat.  chap.  25,  §1.]  That  was  a  case  where 
snow  and  ice  fell  from  a  building,  having 
gathered  there  until  it  overhung  the  street. 
The  court  distinguished  the  case  from  the 
fall  of  an  awning  projecting  over  the  street 
and  supported  by  posts  resting  upon  the 
sidewalk.  The  learned  jurist  said:  "It 
may  not  be  easy  to  perceive  and  state  dis- 
tinctly the  difference  between  the  two  cases 
in  regard  to  the  liability  of  the  town,  but 
we  are  all  of  opinion  that  there  is  such  a 
distinction,  and  that  the  facts  which  were 
proved  on  the  trial  will  not  sustain  this  ac- 
tion. In  most  cases  the  town  has  discharged 
its  duty  when  it  has  made  the  surface  of 
the  ground  over  which  the  traveler  passes 
sufficiently  smooth,  level,  and  guarded  by 
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railings  to  enable  him  to  travel  with  safety 
and  convenience  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary 
care  on  his  own  part.  There  may  be  many 
causes  of  injury,  to  which  he  might  be  ex- 
posed in  traveling  upon  such  a  way,  which 
would  not  constitute  any  defect  or  want  of 
repair  in  the  way  itself.  In  Vinal  v.  Dor- 
Chester,  7  Gray,  421,  it  was  held  that  a  town 
was  not  responsible  for  an  injury  caused  to 
the  plaintiff  by  the  running  of  the  cars  of  a 
railroad  company  across  a  public  highway, 
although  the  railroad  was  constructed  in  a 
manner  not  allowed  by  law,  and  the  trains 
run  thereon  in  a  manner  dangerous  to  the 
travelers  on  the  highway.  The  town,  if  it 
has  done  its  duty  in  making  the  way  safe 
and  convenient  in  all  the  proper  attributes 
of  a  way,  is  not  obliged  to  insure  the  safety 
of  those  who  use  it.  The  traveler  may  be 
subjected  to  inconvenience  and  hazard  from 
various  sources,  none  of  which  would  con- 
stitute a  'defect,  or  want  of  repair,'  in  the 
way,  for  which  the  town  would  be  respon- 
sible. He  might  be  annoyed  by  the  action 
of  the  elements, — ^by  a  hailstorm,  by  a  drench- 
ing rain,  by  piercing  sl^t,  by  a  cutting  and 
icy  wind, — against  which,  however  long  con- 
tinued, a  town  would  be  under  no  obligation 
to  furnish  him  protection;  he  might  be  ob- 
structed by  a  concourse  of  people,  by  a 
crowd  of  carriages;  his  horses  might  be 
frightened  by  the  discharge  of  guns,  the  ex- 
plosion of  fireworks,  by  military  music,  by 
the  presence  of  wild  animals;  his  health 
might  be  endangered  by  pestilential  vapors 
or  by  the  contagion  of  disease;  and  these 
sources  of  discomfort  and  danger  might  be 
found  within  the  limits  of  the  highway, 
and  continue  fbr  more  than  twenty-four 
hours,  and  yet  that  highway  not  be,  in  any 
legal  sense,  defective  or  out  of  repair.  It 
is  obvious  that  there  may  be  nuisances  upon 
traveled  ways  for  which  there  is  no  remedy 
against  the  town  which  is  bound  by  law 
to  construct  and  maintain  the  way.  If  the 
owner  of  a  distillery,  for  example,  or  of  a 
manufactory,  adjoining  the  street  of  a  city, 
should  discharge  continuously  from  a  pipo 
or  orifice  opening  toward  the  street  a  quan- 
tity of  steam  or  hot  water,  to  the  nuisance 
and  injury  of  passersby,  they  must  certain- 
ly seek  redress  in  some  other  mode  than  by 
an  action  for  a  defective  way.  If  the  walls 
of  a  house  adjoining  a  street  in  a  city  were 
erected  in  so  insecure  a  manner  as  to  be 
liable  to  fall  upon  persons  passing  by,  or  if 
the  eaves  trough  or  water  conductor  was 
sq  arranged  as  to  throw  a  stream  from  the 
roof  upon  the  sidewalk,  there  being  in  either 
case  no  structure  erected  within  or  above 
the  traveled  way,  it  would  not  constitute  a 
defect  in  the  way.  It  is  true  that  the  pres- 
ent case  finds  that  the  snow  had  slid  from 
the  eaves,  so  that  for  more  than  twenty-four 
60  L.  R.  A. 


hours  before  it  fell  it  hung  above  the  side- 
walk; but  we  can  see  no  good  reason  why 
the  plaintiff  should  therefore  have  a  claim 
against  the  dty,  any  more  than  if  it  had 
fallen  directly  from  the  roof  without  the 
intermediate  suspension.  The  liability  of 
towns  for  injuries  caused  by  defective  way?* 
is  created  by  statute,  and  is  not  to  be  ex- 
tended, by  construction,  beyond  the  limits 
which  a  reasonable  interpretation  of  the 
statute  establishes.  We  are  of  the  opinion 
that  in  Drake  v.  Lotoell,  13  Met.  292,  one 
of  those  limits  was  reached,  and  that  where 
there  is  no  structure,  such  as,  if  inconsistent 
with  the  safety  of  travelers,  would  be  an 
encroachment  upon  the  street,  and  the  way 
itself  is  properly  constructed,  the  descent 
of  snow  or  water  from  the  roof  of  a  build- 
ing, whether  sudden  or  gradual,  does  not 
give  a  right  of  action  against  the  town  to 
recover  compensation  for  the  injury  which 
it  may  occasion.  It  is  not,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  law,  a  'defect  or  want  of  repair 
in  the  highway.' " 

It  is  doubtless  true  that  a  municipality 
having  the  control  of  the  highways  and 
the  duty  of  keeping  them  in  repair,  must  at 
its  peril  remove  or  guard  against  perils  grow- 
ing out  of  defects  and  obstructions  within 
the  highway  limits.  It  has  the  necessary 
authority  and  possession  to  summarily  re- 
move obstructions  and  other  public  nuisan- 
ces therefrom,  and  the  statute  imposes  a 
liability  for  a  failure  to  do  so.  It  has, 
however,  neither  the  possession  nor  the  au- 
thority to  invade  private  premises  to  sum- 
marily remove  such  things  belonging  to  the 
proprietor  which  may  be  thought  dangerous. 
If  nuisances  exist  on  private  premises,  it  is, 
in  most  cases,  necessary  that  legal  proceed- 
ings be  instituted  to  abate  them,  and  we  are 
of  the  opinion  that  meantime  the  city  cannot 
be  held  liable  for  the  consequences  of  their 
maintenance.  Redress  in  such  cases  must 
be  sought  against  the  owner.  In  the  pres- 
ent case  it  may  be  that  the  landowner  is 
liable.  Certainly,  if  there  is  any  actionable 
negligence,  it  is  his,  and  no  good  reason  sug- 
gests itself  for  bringing  this  action  against 
the  city  rather  than  against  him. 

We  are  cited  to  several  cases  which  are 
supposed  to  support  plaintiff's  contention. 
The  one  most  relied  on  was  Cason  v.  Ottum- 
toa,  102  Iowa,  99,  71  N.  W.  192.  In  that 
case  there  is  nothing  to  indicate  that  the 
billboard  was  upon  privnte  property.  Ap- 
parently it  was  in  the  street,  as  it  clearly 
was  in  the  ease  of  Oak  Harbor  v.  Kallagher, 
52  Ohio  St.  18.5,  39  N.  E.  144.  Grove  v. 
Ft.  Wayne.  4.5  Ind.  420.  1.5  Am.  R«*n.  *>«*>. 
was  where  a  cornice  overhanging  the  street 
fell.  It  apparently  ro«ts  upon  a  statuit 
making  it  a  mimicipal  duty  to  abate  nui- 
sances.   It  is  recognized  as^n  extreme  case 
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if  not  discredited,  in  the  caae  of  Anderson 
V.  East,  117  Ind.  128,  2  L.  R.  A.  712,  10  Am. 
St.  Rep.  35,  19  N.  E.  726.  It  cites  the  case 
of  Parker  v.  Maoon,  39  Ga.  725,  99  Am.  Dec 
486,  where  a  liability  was  predicated  on  a 
failure  of  the  city  to  remove  a  dangerous 
ruin  upon  private  property,  but  on  the  line 
of  the  street, — a  duty  imposed  by  statute. 
Another  case  (a  billboard,  by  the  way)  is 
found  in  Langan  v.  Atchison,  35  Kan.  322, 
57  Am.  Rep.  165, 11  Pac.  38.  This  also  rests 
upon  a  statute,  quoted  in  the  opinion,  which 
made  it  a  municipal  duty  to  take  down  and 
remove  dangerous  structures.  It  distin- 
guished the  case  of  Taylor  v.  Peckham,  8 
R.  I.  349,  91  Am.  Dec.  235,  5  Am.  Rep.  578. 
whidi  held  the  contrary,  upon  the  grounds, 
first,  that  the  city  had  no  such  authority, 
and,  second,  that  the  liability  was  statutory 
only  in  Rhode  Island.  The  same  distinction 
may  be  made  in  the  present  case.  In  Mo 
LoughMn  v.  Philadelphia,  142  Pa.  80,  21  Atl. 


754,  a  city  was  held  not  liable  for  injury 
occasioned  by  the  falling  of  screens  upon  a 
child,  although  left  habitually  upon  the  side- 
walk. 

We  are  of  the  opinion  that  this  cause 
is  not  within  the  statute,  the  accident  re- 
sulting from  no  default  of  the  city  in  keep- 
ing its  highway  in  a  condition  reasonably 
safe  and  fit  for  travel.  We  think  that  it 
was  not  the  legislative  intention  to  impose 
upon  municipalities  the  duty  of  supervis- 
ing the  use  of  abutting  premises  by  their 
owners,  and  that  sufferers  from  the  negli- 
gence of  such  must  look  to  them  for  redress, 
where  such  negligence  has  been  confined  to 
private  premises,  and  not  previously  affected 
the  physical  condition  of  the  highway  in 
such  a  way  as  to  give  notice  and  require 
action  by  the  officials  of  the  city. 

The  judgment  is  reversed  and  a  new  trial 
ordered. 


MINNESOTA  SUPREME  COURT. 


M.  J.  GINTER,  RespU, 

V. 

Rector,    etc.,    of    St.    MARK'S    CHURCH, 
Appt. 
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^Tlie  ownera  of  Improired  property  lo- 
eAted  adjacent  to  an  adequate  sevrer 
or  drainage  system  in  a  city  are  required 
.  to  connect  therewith  the  water  gutters  and 
spouts  upon  their  buildings,  and  not  permit 
the  rain  water  to  collect  and  discharge  at  a 
point  In  a  public  alley,  where,  by  reason  of 
the  volume  and  force  thus  attained,  it  enters 
adjoining  premises,  provided  such  connection 
with  the  drainage  system  can  reasonably  be 
made. 

(Jaggard,  J.,  di98ents.) 

(May  26.  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  of 
the  District  Court  for  Hennepin  County 
denying  a  motion  for  new  trial  after  verdict 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  injury  to  plaintiff's 
property  by  surface  water.  Affirmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

•Headnote  by  Lewis,  J. 


Mr.  A.  B.  Jaokaon,  for  appellant: 

Surface  water  is  a  common  enemy,  to  be 
disposed  of  by  each  proprietor  as  he  sees 
fit  in  the  improvement  of  his  own  premises, 
with  the  qualification  that  he  must  exer- 
cise ordinary  care  to  so  use  his  own  as  not 
unnecessarily  to  injure  his  neighbor. 

Philips  V.  Taylor,  93  Minn.  28,  100  N.  W. 
649 ;  Oftelie  v.  Hammond,  78  Minn.  275,  80 
N.  W.  1123;  Oilfillan  v.  Schmidt,  64  Minn. 
29,  31  L.  R.  A.  647,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  515,  66 
N.  W.  126;  Sheehan  v.  Flynn,  59  Minn.  443, 
26  L.  R.  A.  632,  61  N.  W.  462 ;  Com  v.  Hanni- 
hal  d  8t.  J.  R.  Co.  174  Mo.  588,  74  S.  W.  859. 

One  urban  proprietor,  who,  by  his  build- 
ing, has  dammed  and  confined  the  natural 
flow  of  surface  rain  water  from  the  higher 
lands  of  his  adjoining  neighbor,  thus  caus- 
ing it  to  flow  into  a  public  alley  in,  perhaps, 
a  more  concentrated  stream  than  before,  has 
no  right  of  action  against  his  neighbor  when 
the  waters  of  the  alley  find  their  way,  either 
by  surface  flow  by  burrowing  througli 
soft  and  loosened  earth  in  the  alley  about  a 
newly  set  telegraph  pole,  into  a  pit  or  area, 
3  feet  deep,  dug  by  plaintifif  out  into  the 


NoTB. — As  to  rights  and  liabilities  In  respect 
to  surface  waters  generally,  see,  In  this  series, 
Gray  v.  McWllllams,  21  L.  R.  A.  593,  and  note; 
Wlllltts  V.  Chicago,  B.  &  K.  City  R.  Co.  21  L. 
R.  A.  608 :  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  v.  Duluth,  23 
L.  R.  A.  88 ;  Kdwards  v.  Charlotte,  C.  &  A.  R. 
Co.  22  L.  R.  A.  246;  Sheehan  v.  Flynn,  26 
L.  R.  A.  632 ;  Albany  v.  Slkes,  26  L.  R.  A.  653 ; 
.Tacobson  ▼.  Van  Boenlng.  32  L.  R.  A.  229; 
Churchill  V.  Beethe,  3,")  L.  R.  A.  442 ;  Fremont, 
no  L.  R.  A. 


B.  &  M.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Harlln,  36  L.  R.  A. 
417 ;  Jordan  v.  Benwood,  36  L.  R.  A.  519 ; 
North  Point  Consol.  Irrlg.  Co.  v.  Utah  &  S.  L. 
Canal  Co.  40  L.  R.  A.  851 ;  Carland  y.  Aurln. 
48  fi.  R.  A.  862 ;  Brandenberg  v.  Zelgler,  55  L. 
R.  A.  414;  McAsklll  v.  Hancock,  65  L.  R.  A. 
7.38;  Chicago,  R.  I.  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Shaw,  56 
L.  R.  A.  341 ;  Franklin  ▼.  Durgee,  68  L  R.  A. 
112;  Todd  v.  York  County,  66  L.  R.  A.  561; 
and  Baldwin  v.  Ohio  Twp.  67  L.  R.  A.  642. 
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alley,  about  a  basement  window  which  plain- 
tiff has  seen  fit  to  place  under  his  building. 

Phillipa  V.  Waterhouse,  69  Iowa,  199,  68 
Am.  Rep.  220,  28  N.  W.  539;  Vanderwiele 
V.  Taylor,  65  N.  Y.  341;  Young  v.  Leedom, 
67  Pa.  351;  Sentner  v.  Tee8,  132  Pa.  216,  18 
Atl.  1114;  Weis  v.  Madison,  75  Ind.  241,  39 
Am.  Rep.  135;  Hoffman  v.  Muscatine,  113 
Iowa,  332,  85  N.  W.  17;  Simpson  v.  Keokuk, 
34  Iowa,  568;  8t,  Paul  d  D,  R,  Co.  v.  Du- 
luth,  56  Minn.  494,  23  L.  R.  A.  88,  45  Am. 
St.  Rep.  491,  58  N.  W.  169;  Lee  v.  Minne- 
apolis, 22  Minn.  13;  Alden  v.  Minneapolis, 
24  Min.  254. 

The  right  or  immunity  of  the  city  is  in  no 
wise  different  from  that  of  any  other  pro- 
prietor, as  to  surface  water. 

Flagg  v.  Worcester,  13  Gray,  601 ;  Parks 
V.  Newhuryport,  10  Gray,  28;  Oftelie  v. 
Hammond,  78  Minn.  276,  80  N.  W.  1123; 
Oilman  v.  Laconia,  55  N.  H.  130,  20  Am. 
Rep.  175;  Hoyt  v.  HudsQn,  27  Wis.  656,  9  j 
Am.  Rep.  473. 

Messrs.  liancaster  A  MoGee,  for  re- 
spondent: 

The  common-enemy  doctrine  is  not  appli- 
cable, in  cities. 

O'Brien  v.  St.  Paul,  26  Minn.  331,  33  Am. 
Rep.  470;  Vandenoiele  v.  Taylor,  65  N.  Y. 
341 ;  Bentz  v.  Armstrong,  8  Watts  &  S.  40, 
42  Am.  Dec.  265. 

The  exercise  by  appellant  of  its  legal  right 
to  change  the  natural  surface  of  its  property 
at  the  same  time  imposed  upon  it  a  corre- 
sponding duty  to  respect  the  rights  of  the 
adjoining  property  owner. 

Bellows  V.  Sackett,  15  Barb.  96;  O'Brien 
V.  8t.  Paul,  25  Minn.  331,  33  Am.  Rep.  470. 

Liability  of  a  landowner  for  diverting  sur- 
face water  proper,  to  the  injury  of  another, 
depends  upon  the  necessity  and  reasonable- 
ness of  his  act. 

Oftelie  V.  Hammond,  78  Minn.  275,  80  N. 
W.  1123;  Sheehan  v.  Flynn,  59  Minn.  436, 
26  L.  R.  A.  632,  61  N.  W.  462;  Oilftllan  v. 
Schmidt,  64  Minn.  29,  31  L.  R.  A.  547,  58 
Am.  St.  Rep.  515,  66  N.  W.  126;  Junghlum 
V.  Minneapolis,  V.  U.  d  8.  TV.  R.  Co.  70 
Minn.  153,  72  N.  W.  971;  Burnett  v.  Great 
Northern  R.  Co.  76  Minn.  461,  79  N.  W. 
523;  Possum  v.  Chicago,  M.  d  St.  P.  R.  Co. 
80  Minn.  9,  82  N.  W.  979;  Schueft  v.  Still- 
water, 80  Minn.  287,  83  N.  W.  180;  Beach 
V.  Qaylord,  43  Minn.  476,  45  N.  W.  1095; 
Lee  V.  Minneapolis,  22  Minn.  13;  Jordan  v. 
St.  Paul,  M.  d  M.  R.  Co.  42  Minn.  172,  6 
L.  R.  A.  573,  43  N.  W.  849 ;  Bentz  v.  Arm- 
strong, 8  Watts  &  S.  40,  42  Am.  Dec.  265. 

The  mode  by  which  the  plaintiff  was  in- 
jured, whether  by  casting  water  directly  up- 
on his  premises  by  artificial  means  after  it 
had  been  gathered  up,  or  by  collecting,  con- 
ducting, and  discharging  it  upon  defendant's 
land  so  near  the  imaginary  line  which  sepa- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


rated  its  lot  from  that  of  the  plaintiff  that 
an  increased  and  injurious  quantity  in  vol- 
ume upon  the  latter  must  necessarily  be  the 
result,  is  wholly  immaterial. 

Beach  v.  Qaylord,  43  Minn.  476,  45  N.  W. 
1095;  Pye  v.  Mankato,  36  Minn.  373,  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  671,  31  N.  W.  863;  Bellows  v. 
Sackett,  15  Barb.  96;  Bawkesworth  v. 
Thompson,  98  Mass.  77,  93  Am.  Dec.  137. 

Itewis,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  complaint  alleges  that  plaintiff  was 
damaged  by  defendant  in  wrongfully  and  un- 
lawfully permitting  the  rain  falling  upon 
the  roof  of  its  church  building  and  parish 
house  to  be  collected  by  means  of  gutters 
and  discharged  through  conductors  in  un- 
usual and  destructive  quantities  against 
plaintiff's  building,  through  its  basement 
windows,  and  upon  the  adjoining  ground,  so 
that  it  formed  large  pools,  and  percolated 
through  the  soil  and  area  walls  into  the 
basement,  causing  injury  to  merchandise 
therein  located.  The  answer  alleges  that 
the  gutters  and  conductors  upon  defendant's 
church  building  had  b<»en  in  use  for  a  period 
of  time  exceeding  fifteen  years;  that  in 
erecting  the  building  occupied  by  plaintiff 
certain  basement  w^indows  upon  the  easter- 
ly side  were  provided,  and,  in  order  to  secure 
light  therefor,  excavations  were  made  on  de- 
fendant's adjoining  property,  in  which  area 
walls  were  constructed;  that  the  water  fall- 
ing from  defendant's  premises,  if  any,  en- 
tered plaintiff's  basement  through  such  win- 
dows, and  on  account  of  the  wrongful  and 
tmlawful  trespass  of  plaintiff,  or  his  grant- 
or, in  so  constructing  the  same  upon  defend- 
ant's premises;  that  there  were  several  oth- 
er buildings  located  upon  the  alley  in  th'» 
rear  of  the  premises  in  question,  and  that 
during  heavy  rain  storms  water  was  collect- 
ed in  the  alley  to  a  depth  of  several  inches, 
rushed  past  plaintiff's  building,  and  entered 
the  basement  through  the  areas  and  windows 
in  the  rear  thereof  on  a  level  or  below  the 
surface  of  the  alley.  It  is  alleged  that  from 
the  1st  of  May  to  the  Ist  of  October,  1902, 
there  occurred  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis 
several  very  severe,  extraordinary,  and  un- 
usual rain  storms,  during  which  time  rain 
fell  with  such  force  and  in  such  volume  as 
could  not,  by  the  exercise  of  ordinary  pru- 
dence, have  been  anticipated  or  provided  for, 
and  that,  if  any  waters  from  defendant's 
premises  entered  plaintiff's  basement,  it 
was  due  to  such  unusual  and  unforeseen  cir- 
cumstances. 

The  court  found  that  the  building  occu- 
pied by  plaintiff  was  erected  in  1901,  prior 
to  October  1st;  that  it  covered  the  entire  lot, 
and  extended  from  the  sidewalk  on  Sixth 
street  to  the  alley  in  the  rear:  that  a  base- 
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ment  extended  over  the  entire  distance,  50 
feet  of  the  front  being  two  stories  high,  and 
the  rear  170  feet  one  story;  that  on  the 
easterly  side  there  were  constructed  three 
basement  windows  in  the  basement  wall,  42 
inches  in  width  and  36  inches  in  height,  the 
tops  of  which  windows  were  just  above  the 
level  or  surface  of  the  ground;  that  for  the 
purpose  of  admitting  light  to  the  basement 
an  excavation  was  made  opposite  each  win- 
dow and  an  area  wall  erected  rising  2  inches 
above  the  level  of  the  surface;  that  in  June, 
1902,  the  area  wall  opposite  each  of  the 
windows  was  raised  about  4  inches  by  the 
construction  of  a  cement  coping,  making  the 
total  height  above  the  grade  about  6  inches ; 
that  the  construction  of  the  building  with 
the  basement  windows  in  the  manner  afore- 
said were  facts  at  all  times  known  to  the  de- 
fendant corporation  and  its  officers,  as  well 
as  to  plaintiff,  and  no  objection  was  ever 
made  thereto  either  by  plaintiff  or  defend- 
ant; that  the  lot  in  question,  prior  to  the 
time  of  the  erection  of  the  store  building, 
was  3  to  4  inches  lower  than  the  adjacent 
premises  occupied  by  defendant's  church 
building,  and  the  natural  slope  or  descent  of 
block  No.  222  from  the  rear  of  the  premises 
occupied  by  plaintiff  and  defendant  at  the 
time  complained  of  was  towards  Seventh 
street  and  Hennepin  avenue,  especially  to- 
wards the  southwesterly  portion  of  the 
block,  and  was  about  24  inches  to  each  100 
feet;  that  the  premises  occupied  by  defend- 
ant church  are  immediately  east  of  plain- 
tiff's premises,  and  consist  of  a  tract 
158x160  feet,  fronting  on  Sixth  street,  the 
rear  upon  an  alley;  that  the  church  was 
erected  upon  the  front  three-fourths,  more 
or  less,  of  tbjs  tract,  and  had  been  so  con- 
structed for  the  period  of  fifteen  years ;  that 
in  1901  there  was  erected  on  the  rear  por- 
tion of  the  tract,  on  a  line  with  the  alley 
way  in  the  rear  of  the  churcli,  a  parish 
house;  that  these  buildings  were  equipped 
with  metal  gutters,  down  spouts,  and  con- 
ductors extending  to  or  near  the  ground; 
that  one  half  of  the  church  building  faces 
the  east  and  the  other  half  the  west;  that 
half  of  the  parish-house  roof  slopes  towards 
the  public  alley  and  the  other  half  slopes 
towards  the  north;  that  all  of  the  gutters 
and  down  spouts  attached  to  the  eaves  of 
the  easterly  half  of  the  two  roofs  covering 
the  parish  house  facing  and  sloping  south- 
erly and  northerly  were  connected  with  the 
city  sewer  extending  along  Sixth  street,  and 
prior  to  the  time  the  building  occupied  by 
plaintiff  was  constructed  the  rain  water 
falling  upon  the  easterly  sloping  roof  of 
the  church  and  the  easterly  half  of  the  two 
roofs  of  the  parish  house  was  by  means 
tliereof  conducted  into  the  sewer,  and  the 
water  falling  upon  the  westerly  half  of  the 
69  L.  R,  A. 


church  and  parish  house  were,  by  means  of 
gutters  attached  to  the  eaves  and  conduct- 
ors leading  to  the  ground,  discharged  in 
large  or  small  amounts,  according  to  the  ex- 
tent of  the  rain,  upon  the  ground  near  the 
southeasterly  line  of  plaintiff's  premises, 
and  by  natural  descent  flowed  over  and  up- 
on the  lot  now  occupied  by  plaintiff;  that 
defendant's  church  building  is  located  about 
36  to  72  inches  distant  from  the  easterly 
side  of  plaintiff's  building.  The  court 
further  found  that  May  23  and  24  and  Au- 
gust 30,  1902,  very  heavy  rain  storms  oc 
curred  in  the  city  of  Minneapolis,  and 
large  quantities  of  water  were  carried  by 
the  gutters  and  conductors  upon  the  west- 
erly one-half  of  the  buildings,  and  by 
means  thereof  were  transferred  and  dis- 
charged in  large  and  destructive  quantities 
upon  the  ground  at  one  or  more  points  with- 
in close  proximity  to  the  easterly  wall  of 
plaintiff's  building,  and  more  especialy  with 
in  3  or  4  feet  of  the  rear  basement  window  at 
the  southeasterly  corner  of  plaintiff's  build- 
ing; that  the  waters  so  falling  during  the 
May  storm  flowed  over  the  rear  area  wall 
into  the  basement,  and  the  waters  from  the 
August  storm  worked  down  beside  and 
through  such  wall  into  the  basement,  caus- 
ing damage  to  plaintiff's  merchandise  to 
the  extent  of  $600.  Tli,e  court  also  foimd 
that  the  rain  falling  upon  the  roofs  of  the 
other  buildings  situated  upon  or  near  the 
public  alley  during  the  time  specified,  in 
so  far  as  was  not  carried  away  by  the  sewer, 
fell  upon  or  near  the  alleyway,  and,  by 
reason  of  the  natural  slope,  ran  off  towards 
Seventh  street  and  the  southwesterly  side 
of  the  alley.  The  court  further  found  that 
prior  to  1902  there  was  built  and  constructed 
along  Sixth  street  a  public  sewer  for  the 
use  of  abutting  owners;  that  it  was  of 
proper  dimensions,  and  had  general  con- 
nection with  the  sewer  system  of  the  city; 
that  it  was  in  a  receptive  working  order, 
suitable  and  adequate  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended; that  the  cost  of  connecting  the  con- 
ductors above  mentioned  with  the  sewer 
system  during  the  spring  or  summer  of  1902 
would  not  have  exceeded  the  sum  of  $68; 
that  the  making  of  such  connection  was  en- 
tirely feasible,  and  easily  accomplished ;  and 
the  court  specifically  found,  by  its  twentieth 
finding  of  fact,  that  had  defendant,  prior  to 
May  23,  1902,  by  means  of  sewer  pipes  prop- 
erly laid,  connected  the  westerly  half  of  its 
church-building  gutters  and  down  spouts 
with  such  city  sewer,  all  the  ram  so  falling 
upon  the  westerly  half  of  defendant's  build- 
ing would  have  been  transferred  and  dis- 
charged into  the  sewer,  and  would  have 
flowed  away  from  plaintiff's  premises,  and 
no  injury  would  have  been  caused  thereby. 
The  court  further  specifically  found  that  if, 
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at  the  time  specified,  no  gutters,  eave 
troughs,  or  down  spouts  had  been  erected  up- 
on the  westerly  portion  of  defendant's  build- 
ing, and  the  waters  had  been  allowed  to  drop 
down  from  the  eaves  to  the  ground,  it  would 
have  spread  out  and  flowed  away  from 
plaintiff's  building  by  the  natural  decline 
towards  Seventh  street  and  Hennepin  ave- 
nue, without  causing  the  injuries  com- 
plained of. 

The  assignments  of  error  challenge  cer- 
tain of  the  findings  of  fact  upon  the  ground 
that  they  are  not  supported  by  the  evidence. 
It  was  conclusively  shown  that  the  souther- 
ly portion  of  ihe  west  transept  and  the  west 
slope  of  the  south  half  of  the  church  roof, 
together  with  the  north  slope  of  the  south- 
erly half  of  the  parish-house  roof,  were  con- 
nected with  gutters  and  two  spouts,  which 
discharged  their  collection  of  water  into  the 
open  space  between  the  buildings  upon  de- 
fendant's premises,  and  that  a  gutter  was 
constructed  under  the  southerly  eaves  of  the 
parish  house,  the  east  end  of  which  was  con- 
nected with  the  sewer,  but  the  west  end  of 
the  gutter  was  connected  with  a  spout  at  the 
southwesterly  comer  of  the  parish  house,  and 
the  water  discharged  into  the  alley.  The  ac- 
companying plat  will  assist  in  explaining 
the  situation,  as  it  shows  the  relative  posi- 
tions of  the  building  occupied  by  plaintiff, 
the  church  building  with  its  transepts,  and 
'  the  pfirish  house. 


Sl¥TM        6t 


o 

w 
O 

tti 

s 
o 

Cj    "1          l_ 

J/ 

.^  ^^K      1 

L 

Ai.bfiv 


teVCNTN  ST. 


The  evidence  is  ample  to  support  the  find- 
ing of  the  court  that  the  waters  thus  col- 
lected and  discharged  into  the  disconnected 
spouts  in  the  open  space  between  the  church 
and  the  store  building  ran  out  through  the 
3-foot  space  between  it  and  the  parish 
house  into  the  alley,  there  meeting  the  water 
discharged  from  the  spout  on  the  southwest- 
erly corner  of  the  parish  house.  Several 
witnesses  testified  that  the  waters  thus  com- 
ing together  washed  out  the  soil  to  some  ex- 
tent, creating  a  pool,  described  by  one  of  the 
witnesses  as  10  feet  wide  during  heavy 
rains;  and  that  the  water  so  formed  could 
find  no  other  outlet  because  of  the  grade, 
and  consequently  was  raised  to  such  a  height 
that  during  the  May  storm  it  flowed  over 
the  area  wall  and  into  the  grocery-store 
basement,  and  during  the  August  storm  it 
worked  down  outside  of  and  through  the 
area  wall  into  the  basement;  and  that  the 
quantity  of  water  so  collected  was  very 
heavy,  and  created  such  pressure  as  to  force 
its  way  through  the  area  wall.  A  plat  was 
introduced,  which  had  been  made  under  the 
direction  of  competent  engineers,  upon  which 
were  marked  the  grades  of  the  premises  at 
various  points  and  the  location  of  other 
buildings  upon  the  alley  and  in  the  vicinity. 
From  \he  evidence  of  the  civil  engineer  and 
other  witnesses  the  court  was  justified  in 
finding  that  the  natural  lay  of  the  land  from 
defendant's  premises  sloped  towards  Seventh 
street  and  southwesterly,  and  from  an  ex- 
amination of  the  plat  it  appears  that  there 
was  a  depression  at  the  point  where  the  wa- 
ters met,  so  that  before  the  water  could  pass 
in  any  direction  it  would  have  to  rise  5  or 
6  inches.  The  grade  shows  that  at  a  point 
a  few  feet  east  of  the  southwesterly  spout 
on  the  parish  house  there  was  a  rise  in  the 
surface  of  the  ground  allowing  no  oppor- 
tunity for  the  water  to  flow  east,  but  from 
that  point  the  grade  fell  to  the  east  and 
south;  consequently  most  of  the  water  fall- 
ing on  the  southerly  slope  of  the  parish 
house  roof,  had  the  gutter  not  been  placed 
under  the  eaves,  would  have  flowed  away 
from  plaintiff's  premises.  As  to  the  water 
coming  through  the  disconnected  spouts  up- 
on the  southwesterly  portion  of  the  church 
building,  while  there  was  no  other  outlet  for 
the  same  except  into  the  alley  through  the 
narrow  space  mentioned,  yet  according  to 
the  evidence,  the  court  was  justified  in  hold- 
ing that  the  volume  was  unnecessarily  in- 
creased by  thus  collecting  the  water  and  dis- 
charging it  at  the  points  stated.  There  is 
evidence  to  support  the  flnding  that  the 
sewer  constructed  in  Sixth  street  was  con- 
nected with  the  sewer  system  of  the  city, 
I  and  was  of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  away 
enough  water  to  avoid  injury  under  the 
I  circumstances,    and    that    defendant   might 
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reasonably  haye  connected  the  spouts  with 
the  sewer.  We  are  also  of  the  opinion  that 
the  finding  to  the  effect  that  the  damage 
would  have  been  avoided  had  such  connection 
been  made  prior  to  the  storms  is  sustained 
by  the  evidence.  It  was  testified  by  certain 
witnesses  for  plaintiff  that,  after  the  sewer 
connections  were  made  in  October,  1902,  no 
water  had  collected  in  a  pool  at  the  rear  of 
the  parish  house,  nor  entered  plaintiff's 
basement.  Other  testimony  to  the  same  ef- 
fect was  given,  but  stricken  out, — ^whether 
rightly  or  not  we  need  not  consider.  It 
was  also  conclusively  shown  that  the  water 
falling  on  the  roof  of  plaintiff's  building  was 
during  the  entire  time  connected  with  the 
sewer  system,  and  that  water  from  the 
buildings  upon  the  alley  and  vicinity  could 
not  find  its  way  into  the  basement  by  rea- 
son of  the  surface  grade.  And  the  evidence 
tends  to  show  that  the  only  water  other 
than  that  delivered  from  defendant's  prem- 
ises was  such  as  fell  from  the  clouds  into 
the  open  space  between  the  two  buildings 
and  a  small  portion  of  the  alley  adjacent  to 
the  basement  window,  and  from  the  discon- 
nected spout  on  the  parish  house.  There 
was  a  dispute  as  to  whether  the  gutters  all 
overflowed,  and  some  evidence  was  submitted 
by  defendant  tending  to  prove  that  the 
storms  were  of  such  extraordinary  character 
that  the  sewers  would  not  have  taken  care 
of  it  had  the  spouts  been  connected ;  that  a 
wind  was  blowing  from  the  south,  and  some 
water  must  have  been  thus  driven  into  the 
basement  window.  All  this  has  been  con- 
sidered, and  the  conclusion  of  the  trial  court 
must  be  accepted.  Under  the  evidence  the 
court  was  justified  in  finding  that  sufficient 
of  the  rain  falling  during  the  storms  of  May 
and  August  would  have  been  carried  off  by 
the  sewer  system  had  the  connection  been 
made,  and  so  have  prevented  the  damage  in 
question. 

Having  determined  that  the  facts  as 
found  by  the  court  are  supported  by  the 
evidence,  we  come  to  the  consideration  of 
the  legal  questions  involved.  As  we  under- 
stand defendant's  position,  conceding  the 
facts  to  be  as  found  by  the  court,  under  the 
law  of  this  state,  an  owner  has  the  right  to 
dispose  of  surface  water  in  any  manner  in- 
cidental to  the  improvement ;  that  defendant 
had  a  right  to  construct  the  church  and  par- 
ish house  upon  its  premises,  to  erect  a  roof 
thereon,  and  it  was  no  concern  of  defendant 
where  the  waters  were  thereby  incidentally 
discharged;  that,  if  plaintiff's  improvement 
was  made  subsequently,  it  was  his  duty  to 
protect  nimself.  Plaintiff  abandoned  all 
claim  for  damages  caused  by  water  entering 
the  basement  through  the  windows  on  the 
east  side  of  his  building,  and  confines  him- 
self to  damages  arising  from  water  entering 
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tho  rear  window.  So  far  as  the  excavation 
at  the  rear  of  the  building  and  area  wall 
are  concerned,  the  evidence  is  ample  to  re- 
fute the  charge  that  plaintiff  did  not  use 
reasonable  care  to  protect  his  premises.  The 
area  wall  was  constructed  in  the  alley,  made 
of  brick  and  cement,  inclosing  an  excavation 
about  18  inches  wide  and  2  feet  deep,  and 
prior  to  the  May  storm  was  2  inches  above 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  evidence 
shows  that  the  water  entered  the  basement 
on  that  occasion  by  flowing  over  the  area 
wall,  which  it  would  not  have  done  except 
for  the  fact  that  defendant  caused  such 
volume  of  water  to  be  concentrated  in  a  de- 
pression in  the  alley  that  its  first  natural 
outlet  was  over  the  area  wall.  Upon  dis- 
covering the  fact  that  the  area  wall  was  not 
of  sufficient  height,  in  June  following  the 
May  storm  plaintiff  caused  his  landlord  to 
raise  the  area  walls  of  all  the  windows  by 
adding  a  4-inch  cement  coping.  This,  under 
the  evidence  and  findings  of  the  court,  was 
a  reasonable  exercise  of  care  to  protect 
plaintiff's  premises.  During  the  August 
storm  the  waters  collected  with  such  force 
as  to  wash  out  the  porous,  sandy  soil  and 
brick  of  the  area  wall,  thereby  flowing 
through  and  under  it,  entering  the  base- 
ment window  in  a  large  stream.  Plaintiff 
cannot  be  held  negligent  in  failing,  under 
the  circumstances,  to  protect  himself  by  con- 
structing an  area  wall  of  sufficient  strength 
and  character  to  withstand  the  pressure  of 
water  collected  in  the  manner  stated. 

The  rule  with  reference  to  surface  water, 
as  stated  in  Brown  v.  Winona  d  8.  W.  R.  Co. 
53  Minn.  259,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  603,  55 
N.  W.  123,  has  been  followed  in  subsequent 
cases,  and  is  as  follows:  When  an 
owner  improves  his  land  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  such  land  is  ordinarily 
used,  doing  only  what  is  necessary  for 
that  purpose,  and  being. guilty  of  no  neg- 
ligence in  the  manner  of  doing  it,  he  is  not 
liable  because,  as  an  incident  of  so  improv- 
ing, surface  waters  accumulate  and  flow  in 
streams  upon  the  lands  of  others.  This  rule 
was  recently  applied  in  the  case  of  Werner  v. 
Popp  (Minn.)  102  N.  W.  366,  where  it  was 
held  that  the  upper  proprietor  did  not  nec- 
essarily cause  damage  to  a  lower  proprietor 
by  di^R^ng  a  ditch  which  shortened  the 
route  of  surface  waters  falling  upon  his 
land.  In  the  case  of  Philips  v.  Taylor,  93 
Minn.  28,  100  N.  W.  649,  it  was  stated  that 
the  party  was  required  to  exercise  due  care, 
but  not,  under  all  circumstances,  to  protect 
his  neighbor.  In  Sheehan  v.  Flynny  69 
Minn.  436,  26  L.  R.  A.  632,  61  N.  W.  462, 
the  rule  is  stated  thus:  The  common-law 
rule  is  modified  in  this  state  by  the  rule 
that  the  party  getting  rid  of  surface  water 
in  the  improvement  of  his  (»^  pren^ses 
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must  80  use  his  own  as  not  unnecessarily 
or  unreasonably  to  injure  his  neighbor.  In 
Oftelie  V.  Hammond,  78  Minn.  275,  80  N.-  W. 
1123,  attention  was  called  to  the  fact  that 
the  doctrine  of  reasonableness  was  adopted 
in  Sheehan  v.  Flynn,  59  Minn.  436,  26  L.  R. 
A.  632,  61  N.  W.  462;  Oilfillan  v.  Schmidt, 
64  Minn.  29,  31  L.  R.  A.  547,  58  Am.  St. 
Rep.  515,  66  N.  W.  126;  Jungblum  v.  lftnn«- 
apoliSy  N,  U.  d  8.  W.  R.  Co.  70  Minn.  153, 
72N.W.971;  and  Burnett  v.  Great  Northern 
R,  Co,  76  Minn.  461,  79  N.  W.  523.  There 
is  no  distinction  in  the  principle  applicable 
to  cases  of  surface  water  in  the  country, 
where  lands  are  left  largely  in  their  natural 
state,  and  in  cities,  where  the  land  is  cut  up 
into  small  lots  for  the  purpose  of  improve- 
ment; but  there  may  be  a  vast  difference  in 
the  application  of  the  principle.  It  all  de- 
pends upon  the  circumstances  of  the  partic- 
ular case  as  to  what  degree  of  care  is  re- 
quired of  a  party  attempting  to  get  rid  of 
surface  water  upon  his  premises.  It  does 
not  follow  that  because  in  the  country  an 
upper  proprietor  may  be  permitted  to  aid 
the  surface  water  on  his  field  in  its  exit 
through  a  natural  channel  upon  a  lower 
proprietor,  thereby  enabling  large  volumes 
of  water  in  a  rainy  period  to  accumulate, 
that  the  same  thing  can  be  done  in  a  city  in 
thickly  settled  portions,  where  improve- 
ments are  general,  and  a  common  drainage 
system  has  been  proviaed.  Such  a  system  of 
drainage  to  carry  off  surplus  water  is  cal- 
culated to  avoid  the  very  difficulties  which 
give  rise  to  so  much  conflict  between  upper 
and  lower  proprietors  in  the  coimtry.  The 
very  object  of  constructing  sewers  along 
public  streets  adjacent  to  premises  is  to  af- 
ford '  parties  making  improvements  oppor- 
tunity to  connect  therewith;  and,  if  such 
connections  can  reasonably  be  made,  upon 
what  rule  of  law  has  a  party  the  right  to 
maintain  an  improvement  and  refuse  to 
avail  himself  of  this  means  of  geting  rid 
of  a  common  enemy,  instead  of  turning  it 
upon  his  neighbor's  premises?  The  doctrine 
of  reasonableness  and  due  care  applies  to 
this  case^  and  under  the  fact-R  found  de- 
fendant should  have  availed  itselt  of  the 
means  at  hand  to  prevent  injury  to  plain- 
tifT's  property.  It  is  immaterial  that  defend- 
ant first  made  its  improvement.  It  is  not 
seriously  contended  that  defendant  did  not 
have  notice  of  the  change  in  conditions 
caused  by  the  improvement  of  the  adjacent 
lot.  It  was  open  to  casual  observation,  and 
one  of  defendant's  officers  frankly  admitted 
that  he  was  familiar  with  the  situation. 
Under  such  circumstances  defendant  was  re- 
quired to  take  notice  of  the  effect  liable  to 
be  occasioned  by  allowing  the  waters  to  run 
at  large.  While  hardly  necessary,  it  may  be 
observed  that  defendant  cannot  take  advan- 
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tage  of  the  fact  that  the  area  wall  in  ques- 
tion was  extended  about  18  inches  into  the 
alley.  If  in  so  constructing  the  building 
plaintiff's  landlord  infringed  upon  any  of 
the  rights  surrendered  to  the  public  when 
the  alley  was  dedicated  as  a  highway,  those 
questions  arp  not  here  involved.  Presum- 
ably, defendant  acquired  no  right,  as  against 
an  adjacent  proprietor,  to  use  the  alley  as  a 
sewer  to  carry  off  water,  other  means  being 
reasonably  attainable. 
Order  affirmed. 

Jaggard,  J.,  dissenting: 

1.  The  facts  in  this  case,  as  found  by 
the  trial  court,  and  as  set  forth  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  majority  of  this  court,  appear  to 
me  to  contain  demonstrable  and  vital  error. 
The  first  of  the  major  propositions  upon 
which  the  plaintiff's  case  rests  in  those  find- 
ings and  in  that  opinion  is  "that  the  sewer 
constructed  in  Sixth  street  was  connected 
with  the  sewer  system  of  the  city,  and  was 
of  sufficient  capacity  to  carry  away  enough 
water."  The  only  evidence  in  any  wise  sus- 
taining this  is  the  stipulation  of  counsel  to 
the  effect  that  for  ten  or  fifteen  years  past 
there  has  been  a  public  sewer  on  Sixth 
street  opposite  this  property,  and  that  cer- 
tain conductors  of  the  church  building  are 
connected  therewith.  Un  the  contrary,  there 
was  testimony  that  in  some  storms  that  sew- 
er system  was  not  sufficient  to  take  off  all 
the  water,  and  that  at  the  corner  of  Sixth 
street  and  Hennepin  avenue  the  water  was 
running  3  inches  deep  in  the  center  of  Hen- 
nepin avenue,  oecause  the  sewers  would  not 
"take  it." 

The  second  major  proposition  of  plain- 
tiff's ca«e  is  even  more  clearly  without  sup- 
port of  fact,  viz.:  ''We  are  also  of  the 
opinion  that  the  finding  to  the  effect  that 
the  damages  would  have  been  avoided  had 
such  connection  been  made  prior  to  the 
storms  is  sustained  by  the  evidence.  It  was 
testified  by  certain  witnesses  for  plaintiff 
that  after  the  sewer  connections  were  made 
in  October,  1902,  no  water  had  collected  in 
the  pool  at  the  rear  of  the  parish  house  nor 
entered  plaintiff's  basement."  The  principal 
of  three  fatal  objections  to  these  proposi- 
tions is  that  this  testimony  of  the  plaintiff 
and  all  of  the  same  character  was  stricken 
out  by  the  trial  court.  The  record  shows 
that  the  plaintiff's  counsel,  like  good  law- 
yers, realized  that  they  must  prove  this 
part  of  their  case,  and  to  that  end  intro- 
duced testimony  of  a  number  of  witnesses 
tending  to  show  this  effect  of  the  subsequent 
connection  of  church  conductors  with  the 
sewers.  To  this  class  of  testimony  the  de- 
fendant at  a  number  of  plaoes  duly  objected. 
The  court  made  its  findings  without  dis- 
posing of  these  objections.    On  the  defend- 
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ant's  motion  for  corrected  findings  it  ruled 
on  this  class  of  testimony,  sustained  the  ob- 
jection, and  excluded  the  evidence;  essen- 
tially because — and  this  is  the  second  fatal 
objection — it  is  the  well-settled  rule  in  this, 
and  practically  in  all  other,  states  that  sub- 
sequent acts  of  a  defendant  in  repairing  or 
changing  a  situation  which  had  previously 
wrought  damage  '*are  not  to  be  admitted 
under  any  circumstances."  Morse  v.  Minne- 
apolia  d  8t.  L.  R,  Co.  30  Minn.  465,  16  N.  W. 
358.  In  his  memorandum  on  this  point  the 
trial  judge  said :  ''The  witness  was  allowed 
to  answer  with  the  understanding  on  the 
part  of  the  court,  as  I  now  distinctly  recall, 
that  that  class  of  testimony  would  be  re- 
ceived and  its  materiality  argued  by  coun- 
sel, and  then  be  passed  upon  by  the  court. 
.  .  .  It  follows  from  this  that  the  same 
disposition  of  this  testimcHiy  (viz.,  that  it 
be  stricken  from  the  record)  as  in  the  for- 
mer instances  should  be  made,  and  a  settled 
case  here  amended  accordingly."  It  would 
seem  to  be  immaterial  that  the  defendant 
may  not  have  raised  the  objection  to  every 
question  on  this  subject  asked  every  witness. 
His  objection  and  exception  covered  this 
class  of  testimony,  and  in  good  faith  the 
ruling  of  the  court  must  be  held  to  have  ex- 
cluded it  all.  The  testimony,  however,  has 
to  my  mind  no  significance — and  this  Is  the 
third  fatal  objection  to  it — because  the  pho- 
tographs received  in  evidence  and  other  tes- 
timony conclusvely  show  that  the  situation 
had  changed  in  material  respects. 

The  third  major  proposition  of  fact  in 
which  error  is  susceptible  of  almost  mathe- 
matical demonstration  is  this :  That  a  sub- 
stantial part  of  the  water  doing  the  damage 
came  from  plaintiff's  own  premises.  The 
spout  on  the  rear  of  plaintiff's  building 
drained  into  the  sewer  surface  water  from 
3,900  square  feet  of  roof  surface.  Tlie  plain- 
tiff himself  testified  that  the  eaves  troughs 
overflowed  from  a  part  of  defendant's  ijoofs, 
which  drained  an  area  of  1800  square  feet. 
The  eaves  troughs  and  conductors  on  this 
part  of  defendant's  premises  are  larger  than 
those  on  the  plaintiff's  own  premises  next- 
to  the  alley.  It  follows  that  the  eaves  on 
the  plaintiff's  premises  were  not  sufficient 
to  carry  off  the  water.  There  is  abundant 
testimony  in  addition  to  photographs  to  that 
effect.  The  trial  court  recognizes  this:  "It 
is  true  that  in  heavy  rains  the  eaves  troughs 
and  conductors  attached  to  the  rear  of  plain- 
tiff's building  have  not  at  all  times  conduct- 
ed and  carried  off  into  the  sewer  all  the  wa- 
ter falling  upon  its  roof,  and  hence  there 
has  been  at  times  more  or  less  of  an  overflow 
from  these  roofs."  The  overflowing  eaves 
of  plaintiff's  building  for  at  least  one  fourth 
of  its  width  clearly  must  have  gone  into  this 
area,  for  the  area  wall  began  about  3  feet 
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from  the  easterly  end  of  the  building  and 
the  windows  were  42  inches  wide.  In  obe- 
dience to  the  law  of  gravitation,  the  water 
from  the  plaintiff's  building  must  hav« 
joined  the  water  which  fell  into  the  area. 
It  is  only  as  to  the  remaining  three  fourths 
of  defendant's  overflow  to  ^hich  the  court's 
argument  could  possibly  apply,  viz.,  that  the 
slope  of  the  alley  would  have  carried  these 
overflowing  waters  away  from  the  area  to- 
wards Seventh  street.  But  the  testimony 
of  the  plaintifTs  own  engineer  shows  that 
the  grade  at  the  spout  was  99.9  while  the 
grade  at  the  center  of  the  space  between 
plaintiff's  and  defendant's  building  was 
99.67.  The  spout  was  more  than  12  feet 
away  from  this  space.  Accordingly  it  ap- 
pears that  at  least  one  half  of  the  overflow 
from  the  plaintiff's  own  building  went  into 
the  area.  The  wind  was  blowing  at  a  tre- 
mendous rate,  driving  the  water  falling  from 
plaintiff's  building  directly  toward  the  area. 

In  vain  one  looks  to  find  either  in  the 
memoranda  of  the  trial  court  or  in  the  opin- 
ion in  this  case  any  satisfactory  disposition 
of  the  defendant's  further  contention  that 
the  testimony  conclusively  shows  the  plain- 
tiff to  have  been  the  author  of  his  own  harm 
to  an  indeterminate  extent.  Originally  he 
claimed  damages  for  goods  destroyed  by  wa- 
ter coming  through  area  windows  which 
plaintiff  had  made  on  defendant's  own  land 
without  defendant's  consent.  His  audacity 
abated.  No  claim  is  now  made  for  the  re- 
covery on  this  ground.  The  court,  finding 
for  the  plaintiff,  was  faced  with  the  task  of 
showing  that  the  testimony  did  not  mix 
these  damages*  up.  There  has  been.no  at- 
tempt to  justify  the  conclusion  reached  so 
far  as  this  vital  question  is  concerned.  The 
dissenting  opinion,  however,  for  sake  of  har- 
mony is  not  based  on  any  assertion  as  to 
what  the  record  discloses  on  this  point,  but 
will  rest  only  upon  the  facts  involved  in  the 
opinion  of  the  majority. 

The  fourth  major  proposition  of  fact  in 
this  case  concerns  the  exceptional  violent 
character  of  the  storms  which  the  majority 
opinion  has  not  denied,  but  ignored.  The 
testimony  on  this  point  shows  that  in  the 
May  storm  at  one  time  the  rain  was  falling 
at  the  rate  of  nearly  6  inches  per  hour,  and 
.60  of  an  inch  in  ten  minutes.  A  gale  of 
wind  blew  42  miles  per  hour  from  the 
south.  In  the  August  storm  the  rainfall  was 
2.14  inches;  1.92  falling  within  forty-five 
minutes.  The  wind  was  again  blowing  hard 
from  the  south. 

2.  So  tar  as  the  law  of  the  case  is  con- 
cerned, I  am  at  right  angles  with  the  ma- 
jority of  the  court.  The  opinion  proceeds: 
"The  very  object  of  constructing  sewers 
along  public  streets  adjacent  vo  premises  is 
to  afford  parties  making  improvements  op- 
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portunity  to  connect  therewith,  and,  if  auch 
connections  can  reasonably  be  made,  upon 
what  rule  of  law  has  a  party  the  right  to 
maintain  an  improvement  and  refuse  to 
avail  himself  of  this  means  of  getting  rid 
of  a  common  enemy,  instead  of  turning  it 
upon  his  neighbor's  premises?"  The  an- 
swer is  simple:  Upon  every  relevant  and 
recorded  rule  of  law  which  existed  before 
the  majority  opinion  was  written. 

(1)  On  the  one  hand  the  authorities 
which  the  court  cite  in  part  sustain  in  a 
negative  way  only,  and  in  part  deny,  its 
conclusions,  (a)  They  consist  principally 
of  the  Sheehan  v.  Flynn  gproup  of  cases, 
which  lay  down  this  vague  generalization, 
namely:  "A  party  must  so  use  his  own  as 
to  not  unreasonably  or  unnecessarily  injure 
his  neighbor."  This  sounds  well,  but  works 
confusion.  3  Famham,  Waters,  §  889c,  p. 
2598.  It  purports  much,  but  prescribes  lit- 
tle. On  its  face  it  appears  to  be  just,  but 
it  may  become  with  undisturbed  consistency 
the  basis  of  as  many  directly  opposite  con- 
clusions from  the  same  state  of  facts  as 
there  may  happen  to  be  advocates  oppos- 
ing or  proposing.  In  this  case  it  would 
justify  with  equal  aptness  the  affirmance 
or  reversal  of  the  trial  court.  But  it 
cannot  be  determined  from  within  the  four 
corners  of  the  rule  how  this  case  should 
be  decided,  (b)  Three  specific  cases  are 
cited  as  authority  for  the  conclusions 
here  reached.  Of  these  Werner  v.  Popp, 
so  far  as  the  facts  are  concerned,  is  very 
similar  to  the  case  at  bar.  There  the 
owner  of  land  on  which  a  considerable  body 
of  surface  water  gathered  at  times  dug  a 
trench  on  his  own  land  through  which  that 
water  passed  to  a  ditch  on  an  ordinary 
highway,  and  then  through  a  culvert  by  a 
dry  run  into  a  depression  on  the  plaintiff's 
land.  It  is  to  be  observed  that  this  deci- 
sion, which,  in  effect,  carries  the  conunon- 
enemy  theory  to  a  conclusion  extreme,  if 
not  imjust,  was  reached  by  a  majority  of 
the  court  only.  The  facts  here  are  much 
stronger  for  the  defendant.  Not  only  did 
the  defendant  here  turn  less  than  one  third 
of  the  water  which  naturally  flowed  onto 
defendant's  premises,  but  the  natural  use 
of  his  own  premises  cast  such  water  on  a 
public  alley  connected  with  city  system  of 
drainage,  and  therefore  like  a  case  of  drain- 
ing rural  surface  water  on  a  road  having  a 
general  state-ditch  system.  Moreover,  in 
the  Popp  Case  the  waters  ran  onto  plain- 
tiff's premises  through  a  natural  channel; 
here  they  got  in  through  the  plaintiff's  own 
act  in  digging  an  excavation  into  an  alley 
and  in  insufficiently  protecting  his  premises 
against  the  water  entering  through  that 
area.  The  flexibility  and  danger  of  the  rule 
in  the  Sheehan  v.  Flynn  case  is  well  illus- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


trated  by  its  citation  as  authority  for  hold- 
ing the  defendant  harmless  there  for  an  ob- 
vious trespass,  and  here  liable  for  breach  of 
duty  to  insure  against  damage.  The  second 
specific  case — Philips  v.  Taylor — is  much 
more  nearly  in  point  in  logic.  Water  was 
carried  from  roof  of  a  warehouse  by  con- 
ductors to  a  drain,  thence  ran  through  a 
culvert  to  sandy  soil,  where  ordinarily  it 
was  absorbed.  By  an  extraordinary  and  un- 
usual storm  the  premises  of  both  parties 
were  flooded.  So  the  waters  here  were 
drained  into  an  alley,  which  was  ordinarily 
porous  enough  to  absorb  them.  Because  of 
the  phenomenal  nature  of  the  storm  in  botli 
cases  the  premises  of  both  plaintiff  and  de- 
fendant were  damaged.  The  rule  in  both 
cases  should  be  as  Judge  Brown  said  in  the 
Philips  Case,  that  the  damage  must  be 
deemed  incidental  to  the  use  and  ownership 
of  private  property.  And  see  Miller  v.  Wil- 
son, 104  111.  App.  567.  (For  statement  of 
similar  facts,  see  page  558.)  The  third 
specific  case — Bro\on  v.  Winona  d  8.  W.  R. 
Co. — ^has  little  direct  significance.  What  is 
quoted  from  it  is  fairly  inconsistent  with 
the  proposition  it  is  cited  to  sustain. 

.  (2)  On  the  other  hand,  the  authorities 
which  the  court  does  not  cite,  but  to  most  of 
which  its  attention  has  been  called,  are  af- 
firmatively inconsistent  with  its  conclusion, 
(a)  The  only  case  upon  the  duty  of  draining 
surface  water  into  a  sewer  denies  the  exist- 
ence of  such  legal  duty.  Sentner  v.  Tees, 
132  Pa.  216,  18  Atl.  1114,  approved  in  Hall 
v.  Rising  (Ala.)  37  So.  586.  (b)  The  over- 
whelming weight  of  authority  is  to  the  effect 
that  in  a  city  adjoining  property  owners 
have  a  right  to  drain  surface  water  onto 
public  streets  and  alleys,  subject  to  munic- 
ipal control.  In  Phillips  v.  Waterhouse, 
69  Iowa,  199,  58  Am.  Rep.  220,  28  N.  W. 
539,  defendant  drained  surface  water  from 
his  building  to  an  alley  in  its  rear,  whence 
it  flowed  to  the  plaintiff's  premisos  below 
grades  In  holding  that  the  defendant  was 
not  liable  to  consequent  damage  the  court 
said :  "The  .  .  .  [owner  of  a  lot]  had 
the  undoubted  right  to  erect  a  building 
covering  his  whole  lot.  Water  falling  there- 
on must  be  discharged  therefrom ;  and,  sub- 
ject only  to  municipal  control,  the  .  .  . 
[owner]  had  the  right  to  discharge  such 
water  on  the  street  or  alley.  He  had  pre- 
cisely the  same  right  in  this  respect  as  he 
had  the  right  to  walk  on  the  street  or  alley. 
He  had  the  further  right  to  so  construct 
the  building  as  to  cause  the  water  to  flow 
and  be  discharged  at  one  or  more  places.  Of 
necessity  this  must  be  so."  This  case  was 
expressly  followed  in  Hall  v.  Rising  (1904; 
Ala.)  37  So.  587.  And  see  Young  v.  Leedotn, 
67  Pa.  351 ;  Nelson  v.  Fehd,  104  111.  App. 
114;  VandertDiele  ▼.  Taylor,  66  N.  Y.  341. 
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The  same  principles  of  liability  and  immu- 
nity on  this  immediate  subject  which  apply 
to  individualii  apply  also  to  cities.  Flagg 
V.  Woroaetefy  13  Gray,  601;  Pa/rka  v.  A'eu?- 
huryport,  10  Gray,  28 ;  Oftelie  v.  Hammond, 
78  Minn.  275,  80  N.  W.  1123;  Oilman  v.  La- 
oonia,  55  N.  H.  130,  20  Am.  Rep.  176;  Hoyt 
V.  Hudson,  27  Wis.  656,  9  Am.  Rep.  473. 
The  city  has  a  right  to  construct  and  main- 
tain its  streets,  alleys,  and  sewers  so  as  to 
solve  miinicipal  problems,  including  this  one 
of  surface  water,  according  to  its  own  judg- 
ment; and  if  in  grading  or  maintaining  a 
street  it  casts  such  water  on  the  premises 
of  an  adjoining  owner,  he  cannot  recover 
damages  therefor.  Such  owner  may  protect 
himself  by  building  an  adequate  embank- 
ment, by  filling  his  lot  high  enough  to  pre- 
vent overflow,  by  constructing  a  sufficient 
building,  or  otherwise  so  as  in  actual  fact 
to  keep  out  the  offending  waters.  In  Alden 
V.  Minneapolis,  24  Minn.  254,*  Cornell,  J., 
said:  "This  he  could  lawfully  have  done, 
as  he  possessed  the  common-law  right  of 
use  and  enjoyment  in  respect  to  his  lot  as 
fully  and  to  the  same  extent  as  the  city 
did  in  respect  to  its  streets.  Each  had  the 
right  to  use  and  improve  for  any  legitimate 
purpose  and  in  such  manner  as  would  pro- 
tect against  the  incursion  or  accumulation 
of  mere  surface  water."  And  see  Lee  v. 
Minneapolis,  22  Minn.  13;  SU  Paul  d  D. 
R.  Co,  V.  Duluih,  56  Minn.  494,  23  L.  R.  A. 
88,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  491,  58  N.  W.  159; 
Stewart  v.  Clinton,  79  Mo.  603;  Morris  v. 
Council  Bluffs,  67  Iowa,  343,  56  Am.  Rep. 
343,  25  N.  W.  274;  Hoffman  v.  Muscatine, 
113  Iowa,  332,  85  N.  W.  17;  Simpson  v. 
Keokuk^  34  Iowa,  568;  Bangor  ▼.  Lansil, 
51  Me.  521. 

(3)  The  plaintiff  would  have  been  fully 
justified  in  protecting  himself  against  all 
incursions  of  surface  water.  Blakely  Twp. 
y.  Devine,  36  Minn.  63,  29  N.  W.  342;  Mid- 


dlesex  Co.  v.  McOue,  149  Mass.  103,  14  Am. 
St.  Rep.  402,  21  N.  E.  230.  He  w^  the 
judge  as  well  as  the  author  of  his  own  de- 
vices. Neither  his  success  nor  his  failure, 
nor  his  diligence  nor  negligence,  can  alone 
be  made  the  basis  of  his  neighbor's  liability. 
As  to  the  design  of,  selection  of  materials 
for,  and  the  construction  of,  his  area  wall 
and  its  coping,  his  neighbor  had  no  choice 
and  no  voice.  The  latter  is  not  responsible 
for  the  consequences  of  the  plaintiff's  own 
instrumentalities.  If  the  plaintiff  kept  the 
surface  water  out,  he  would  have  suffered  no 
damage;  if  he  did  not,  he  ought  to  endure 
the  harm  he  has  not  prevented.  Macon  v. 
Dannenherg,  113  Ga.  1111,  39  S.  E.  446. 
And  see  Outherie  v.  Nix,  5  Okla.  555,  49 
Pac.  917.  The  mere  fact  that  he  may  not 
have  been  negligent  in  constructing  his  area 
wall  does  not  make  the  defendant  his  in- 
surer against  damage  by  surface  water. 
Defendant  took  no  better  care  of  himself 
than  of  his  neighbor,  and  took  the  same 
care  of  both,  which  was  shown  by  the  testi- 
mony to  have  been  usual  and  customary  in 
that  neighborhood. 

(4)  The  fact  that  the  plaintiff's  own  over- 
flowing eaves  contributed  largely,  although 
to  an  indeterminate  extent,  to  the  damage 
for  which  he  |eek8  recovery,  puts  him  con- 
clusively'out  oj  court  upon  the  record  in  this 
case.  Slogoy  v.  Dilltoorih,  38  Minn.  179, 
185,  8  Am7st.  Rep.  666,  36  N.  W.  461. 

Since  this  dissent  was  filed,  the  majority 
opinion  was  changed  in  this  respect,  viz.: 
So  as  to  rest  the  proposition  of  fact  that 
sewer  connections  would  have  prevented 
damage,  not  on  plaintiff's  testimony,  as  ap- 
peared in  the  original  opinion,  but  on  the 
other  testimony.  "All  testimony  of  that 
class"  was,  however,  stricken  out  by  the  trial 
court. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied. 
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Parol  eTtdenee   la  admissible  to  slto^ir 


that  tlie  oae  ^irho  sloraed  a  memoran- 
dnm  for  tbe  sale  of  voods  necessary  to 
satisfy  the  statute  of  frauds  acted  as  agent 
for  the  one  who  Is  seeking  to  enforce  the  con- 
tract, so  aa  to  permit  him  to  maintain  the 
action. 

(March  7,  1005.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  plaintiff  to  rulings  of 
the    Superior    Court    for    Roclungham 
County  made  during  the  trial  of  actions 


NoTB. — ^As  to  admissibility  of  parol  evidence 
to  show  that  maker  of  note  slgrned  only  as 
agent,  see,  In  this  series,  Eeidan  y.  Wlnegar,  20 
L.  R.  A.  705,  and  note  as  to  admissibility  of 
extrinsic  evidence  to  show  who  Is  liable  as  the 
maker  of  a  note ;  also  Shuey  v.  Adair,  39  L.  R. 
69  1^.  R.  A. 


A.  473,  and  Second  Nat  Bank  v.  Midland  Steel 
Co.  62  L.  R.  A.  307. 

As  to  admissibility  of  parol  evidence  to  show 
relation  which  parties  to  non-negotlable  in- 
strument bear  to  each  other,  see  Young  v. 
Schon,  62  L.  R.  A.  499. 
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brought  to  enforce  contracts  for  the  pur- 
cliase  of  certain  goods  and  merchandise. 
Sustained. 

Defendants  contracted  with  an  agent 
of  plaintiff  to  purchase  goods  to  such  an 
amount  that  the  contract  would,  under  the 
statute  of  frauds,  have  been  invalid  unless 
in  writing.  A  sufficient  memorandum  was 
signed  by  each  defendant  to  satisfy  the 
statute,  and  also  by  the  agent,  but  the  fact 
of  the  agency  or  the  name  of  the  plaintiff 
was  not  disclosed.  The  court  below  ruled 
that  the  memorandum  was  insufficient  to 
enable  the  plaintiff  to  enforce  the  contracts, 
and  granted  nonsuits. 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  John  T.  Bartlett  for  plaintiff. 

Messrs.  Eraeat  Id.  Onptill  and  Pas® 
A  Bartlett,  for  defendants: 

The  memorandum  did  not  comply  with 
the  statute  of  frauds  because  it  did  not  con- 
tain all  the  essentials  of  the  contract.  It 
did  not  contain  the  name  of  the  plaintiff, 
who  now  sues  on  the  alleged  contract.  The 
name  of  a  party  is  essentiaL 

Sherburne  v.  Shaw.  1  N.  H.  167,  8  Am. 
Dec.  47;  Broum  v.  Whipple,  58  N.  H.  229. 

Nonsuit  was  properly  ordered. 

Webster  v.  Clark,  60  N.  H.  36. 

Bingham,  J.,  delivered  Ihe  (pinion  of 
the  court:  ^ 

As  both  contracts  are  for  sa^s  of  goods 
at  prices  exceeding  $33,  they  are  within 
the  statute  of  frauds,  and  the  question  aris- 
es whether  the  memorandum  in  each  case 
is  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  requirements  of 
the  statute,  the  plaintiff  not  being  named 
or  described  in  either  of  them.  In  Chand- 
ler V.  Coe,  64  N.  H.  661,  576,  it  was  held 
"that,  where  there  is  a  written  contract  not 
under  seal,  executed  in  the  name  of  an 
agent,  parol  evidence  is  admissible  for  the 
purpose  of  charging  an  unknown  princi- 
pal;" that  the  admission  of  parol  testi- 
mony for  such  a  purpose  and  under  such 
circumstances  does  not  contradict  or  vary 
the  terms  of  the  written  instrument,  and  is 
not  admitted  for  that  purpose,  but  for  the 
purpose  of  applying  and  giving  effect  to  an 
establislied  rule  of  law,  to  wit,  that  the  act 
of  the  agent  in  signing  the  agreement  in 
pursuance  of  his  authority  is  in  law  the 
act  of  the  principal, — the  agent's  signature 
is  the  principal's  signature.  The  doctrine 
that  an  undisclosed  principal  may  sue  in 
his  own  name  upon  a  written  as  well  as  an 
oral  contract  made  by  an  agent  in  his  own 
name,  and  that  parol  evidence  is  admissible 
to  prove  the  plaintiff's  interest,  is  well  es- 
tablished in  this  state  and  in  other  juris- 
dictions. Elkins  V.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Co. 
19  N.  H.  337,  341,  342,  51  Am.  Dec.  184: 
Chandler  v.  Coe,  54  N.  H.  561,  676;  Bryant 
(50  L.  R.  A. 


V.  Wells,  56  N.  H.  152;  MoTniire  v.  Evans, 
69  N.  H.  237;  Boudrcau  v.  Eastman,  59 
N.  H.  467;  Tainter  v.  Lombard,  53  Me.  369, 
87  Am.  Dec.  652;  Huntington  v.  Knox,  7 
Cush.  371;  Barry  v.  Page,  10  Gray,  398; 
Winchester  v.  Howard,  97  Mass.  303,  93 
Am.  Dec.  93;  Sims  v.  Bond,  5  Barn.  &  Ad. 
389;  Wilson  v.  Hart,  7  Taunt.  296.  Does 
the  statute  of  frauds  prevent  the  enforce- 
ment of  this  principle  of  agency  by  exclud- 
ing oral  evidence  to  prove  the  facts  to 
which  it  may  oe  applied?  As  we  have  al- 
ready seen,  such  evidence  is  admissible  in 
the  case  of  a  written  contract,  and  it  would 
seem  that  it  should  be  equally  admissible  in 
the  case  of  a  memorandum  of  an  oral  con- 
tract within  the  statute  of  frauds,  unless  the 
statute  clearly  excludes  it.  In  Chandler  ▼. 
Coe,  54  N.  H.  674,  it  is  stated  that  "it  naa 
been  conceded,  in  the  argument  for  the 
defendants,  that  the  statute  of  frauds  in- 
terposes no*  obstacle  to  the  maintenance  of 
an  action  against  a  principal,  although  thti 
note  or  memorandum  required  by  the  stat- 
ute is  signed  by  his  agent,  and  the  name  of 
the  principal  nowhere  appears  in  it."  If 
this  is  a  correct  interpretation  of  the  act, 
the  converse  proposition  must  be  equally 
true,  which  would  permit  an  undisclosed 
principal  to  enforce  the  provisions  of  the 
contract  by  a  suit  upon  it.  In  Lang  v. 
Henry,  54  N.  H.  57,  60,  the  court,  in  speak- 
ing of  this  question,  said  that  "parol  evi- 
dence is  admissible  to  apply  the  contract 
to  the  parties,  as  to  show  that  one  of  the 
signers  acted  as  agent  for  the  plaintiff  or 
the  defendant;"  citing  Trueman  v.  Loder, 
11  Ad.  ft  £1.  589,  and  Higgins  v.  Senior, 
8  Mees.  &  W.  834,  835.  In  these  cases  it 
was  held  that  parol  evidence  was  admissi- 
ble "to  show  that  one  or  both  of  the  con- 
tracting parties  were  agents  for  other  per- 
sons, and  acted  as  such  agents  in  making 
the  contract,  so  as  to  give  the  benefit  of  the 
contract,  on  the  one  hand,  to.  and  charge 
with  liability,  on  the  other,  the  unnamed 
principals;  and  this  whether  the  agreement 
be  or  be  not  required  to  be  in  writing  by 
the  statute  of  frauds."  The  same  reason- 
ing was  applied  in  these  cases,  with  ref- 
erence to  a  memorandum  under  the  stat- 
ute of  frauds,  as  was  applied  in  Chandler 
V.  Coe  to  a  written  contract.  There  is 
without  doubt  a  conflict  of  authority  upon 
the  question,  but  the  most  reasonable  view 
seems  to  be  that  as  to  a  memorandtun  of 
a  contract  for  a  sale  of  goods  the  statute 
does  not  change  the  law  regulating  the 
rights  and  liabilities  of  principals  and 
agents,  either  as  between  themselves  or  as 
to  third  parties;  that  the  provisions  of  the 
statute  are  complied  with  if  the  names  of 
competent  contracting  parties  appear  in  the 
memorandum;  and  that,  if  a  party  be  an 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1905. 


UsHEB  V.  Daniels. 


031 


agent,  it  is  not  necessary  that  the  name  of 
the  principal  be  disclosed  in  the  memoran- 
dum. See  Kingsleif  v.  Siehreoht,  92  Me. 
30,  69  Am.  St.  Rep.  486,  42  Atl.  249; 
Williams  v.  Bacon,  2  Gray,  387;  Lemed 
V.  Johns,  9  Allen,  419;  Sanborn  v.  Flag- 
ler, 9  Allen,  474;  Oowen  v.  Klotts,  101 
Mass.  449;  Brodhead  ▼.  Reinhold,  200  Pa. 
618,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  735,  50  Atl.  229; 
Thayer  v.  Luce,  22  Ohio  St.  62;  Salmon 
Falls  Mfg.  Co,  v.  Goddard,  14  How.  446, 
14  L.  ed.  493;  Benjamin,  Sales,  7th  ed.  §§ 
208,  219;  3  Parsons,  Contr.  9th  ed.  10-13; 
Browne,  Stat.  Fr.  §§  373,  376.  Sherburne 
T.  Shaw,  1  N.  H.  157,  8  Am.  Dec.  47,  is  not 
in  conflict  with  the  above  cases.  In  that 
case  the  subject-matter  of  the  contract  was 
land,  and  it  was  held  that  the  auctioneer, 
by  placing  his  name  upon  the  memorandum, 
(lid  not  intend  to  have  it  understood  that 
he  was  acting  as  vendor;  that  no  one  was 
named  or  disclosed  in  the  writings  as  vend- 
•or;  and  that,  if  the  auctioneer  had  intended 
to  act  as  agent  for  the  owners,  his  author- 
ity  to  do  80  could  not  be  shown  by  oral 
evidence,  as  our  statute  regulating  con- 
tracts for  the  sale  of  land  expressly 
requires  the  agent's  authority  to  be  in 
writing.  Laws,  ed.  1815,  p.  191,  $  3;  Pub. 
Stat.  1901,  chap.  215,  S  1.  Grafton  T. 
Cummings,  99  U.  S.  100,  25  L.  ed.  366, 
and  McGovem  v.  Hem,  153  Mass.  308,  10 
L.  R.  A.  815,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  632,  26  N. 
E.  861,  are  cases  of  the  same  nature,  and 
the  decisiouB  are  placed  upon  like  grounds. 
Salmon  Falls  Mfg,  Co,  v.  Goddard,  14  How. 
446,    14   L.   cd.   493,   has  been  cited  with 


approval  in  our  decisions,  in  so  far  as  it 
held  that  it  was  competent  to  show  by 
parol  testimony  that  one  who  signed  the 
memorandum  in  his  own  name  acted  as 
agent  for  an  undisclosed  principal.  Chand- 
ler V.  Coe,  54  N.  H.  571.  But  to  the  extent 
that  it  allowed  oral  evidence  to  be  intro- 
duced to  show  which  of  the  parties  signing 
the  memorandum  was  vendor  and  which 
was  purchaser  it  has  been  disapproved. 
Brown  v.  Whipple,  58  N.  H.  229,  231.  If 
in  Brown  v.  Whipple  the  memorandum  is 
to  be  considered  as  signed  by  the  defendant, 
and  as  designating  him  as  purchaser,  it 
failed  to  name  or  describe  the  plaintiff  as 
a  party  to  the  contract,  or  to  refer  to  any 
writings  in  which  he  was  so  named.  In 
Rafferty  v.  Lougee,  63  N.  H.  64,  the  mem- 
orandum of  sale  was  not  signed  by  any 
one,  and  it  made  no  reference  to  any  writ- 
ings signed  by  the  parties  to  the  contract, 
or  in  which  they  were  named  or  described. 
In  McDonald  v.  Fernald,  68  N.  H.  171,  38 
Atl.  729,  the  memorandum  was  signed  by 
the  defendant,  and  the  plaintiff,  though 
not  named,  was  held  to  be  sufficiently  de- 
scribed as  one  of  the  contracting  parties 
by  the  clause,  "all  men  such  as  are  now 
at  work  for  B.  R.  Condon,  subcontractor." 
These  decisions  do  not  conflict  with  the 
result  we  have  reached,  and  we  know  of 
no  case  in  this  state  in  which  a  contrary 
view  has  been  entertained.  The  order, 
therefore,  in  each  case  is: 
Exceptions  sustcUned, 

All  concur* 
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B.  C.  BROWN  and  Wife 

V, 

ASHEVILLE  ELECTRIC  COMPANY  et  al., 
Appts, 

(188  N.  C.  534.) 

1.  Authority  slven  to  a  mnnlctpal  cor- 
poration to  permit  tlie  erection  of 
telegraph  and  electric-light  wires  and  poles 
in  the  streets  does  not  include  power  to  vio- 
late private  rights. 

2.  Mnnlclpal  authority  to  place  pole* 
for  the  support  of  electrlc-llffht  wires 
upon  the  sidewalk  of  a  certain  street  does 
not  relieve  the  one  so  doing  from  liability  to 


the  owner  of  the  fee  for  the  value  of  ftees 
removed  to  make  room  for  the  poles. 
8.  Punitive  damaflres  may  hC'  allowed 
for  the  cnttlnK  of  trees  upon  the 
slde^valk  for  the  accommodation  of  elec- 
tric-light wires,  In  entire  disregard  of  the 
rights  of  the  abutting  owner,  and  against 
his  protest. 

(May  26,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Buncombe 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiffs  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 


Note. — For  other  cases  in  this  series  as  to 
cutting  of  trees  in  highway  to  make  room  for 
electric  wires,  see  Bradley  v.  Southern  New 
England  Teleph.  Co.  32  L.  R.  A.  280;  South- 
ern Bell  Teleph.  ft  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Francis,  31 
L.  R.  A.  193 ;  Wyant  v.  Central  Teleph.  Co.  47 
li.  R.  A.  497:  Bronson  v.  Albion  Teleph.  Co. 
'^©L.R.  A. 


60  L.  R.  A.  426;  Hazlehurst  v.  May<)f,  64  L. 
R.  A.  805. 

As  to  right  of  street  railway  company  to  re- 
move shade  trees  In  the  construction  of  its  road, 
see  Miller  v.  Detroit,  Y.  &  A.  A  R.  Co.  61  L.  B. 
A.  955. 
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wrongful  destruction  of  trees  belonging  to 
them.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  J.  O.  Martin  and  F.  A.  Sond- 
lej,  for  appellants : 

The  removal  of  the  tree  complained  of  in 
this  action  was,  in  truth,  the  act  of  the 
city  of  Ashoville.  The  city  had  delegated 
the  control  of  the  streets  and  matters  re- 
lating thereto  to  a  street  committee.  It  had 
the  right  to  do  this,  and  such  a  course  was 
entirely  lawful  and  regular. 

Tate  V.  Greenshoro,  114  N.  C.  392,  24  L. 
R.  A.  671,  19  S.  E.  767. 

The  city  could  ratify  such  an  act,  even  if 
it  had  not  directed  it  in  the  first  instance. 

Wolfe  V.  Pearson,  114  N.  C.  621,  19  S.  E. 
264. 

The  city  had  the  right  to  remove  chade 
trees  in  the  street. 

Tate  V.  Greensboro,  114  N.  C.  392,  24  L. 
R.  A.  671,  19  S.  E.  767;  Chase  v.  Oshkosh, 
81  Wis.  313,  15  L.  R.  A.  553,  29  Am.  St. 
Rep.  898,  51  N.  W.  560;  2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp. 
•  §  688;  2  Beach,  Pub.  Corp.  9  1234;  1  Beacli, 
Pub.  Corp.  §  568;  Oaylord  v.  King,  142 
Mass.  495,  8  N.  E.  596;  Brainard  v.  Clapp, 
10  Cush.  6,  57  Am.  Dec.  74. 

The  action  of  the  city  in  directing  the 
removal  of  the  trees,  as  well  as  its  action  in 
subsequently  ratifying  such  removal,  is  not 
subject  to  review  at  the  hands  of  the  court. 

Tate  V.  Greensboro,  114  N.  C.  392,  24  L. 
R.  A.  671,  19  S.  E.  767;  Chase  v.  Oshkosh, 
81  Wis.  313,  15  L.  R.  A.  553,  29  Am.  St. 
Rep.  898,  51  N.  W.  560;  1  Lewis,  Em.  Dom. 
p.  319;  2  Beach,  Pub.  Corp.  §  1234. 

Land  condemned  for  a  street  is  so  oon- 
den«ned  for  all  purposes  to  which  a  street 
is  properly  put. 

Elliott,  Roads  &  Streets,  529,  530;  2  DilL 
Mun.  Corp.  §9  6566,  60B,  688. 

!^lectric  poles  are  among  these  uses. 

Smith  V.  Goldsboro,  121  N.  C.  350,  28  S. 
E.  479;  Mordhurst  v.  Ft.  Wayne  d  8.  W. 
Traction  Co.  (Ind.)  66  L.  R.  A.  105,  71  N. 
E.  642 ;  McCann  v.  Johnson  County  Teleph. 
Co.  69  Kan.  210,  66  L.  R.  A.  171,  76  Pac. 
870;  Eustis  v.  Milton  Street  R.  Co.  183 
Mass.  586,  67  N.  E.  663;  New  England 
Teleph.  d  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Boston  Terminal  Co. 
182  Mass.  397,  65  N.  E.  835;  White  v. 
Blanchard  Bros.  Granite  Co.  178  Mass.  363, 
59  N.  E.  1025;  Austin  v.  Detroit,  T.  d  A, 
A.  R.  Co.  134  Mich.  149,  96  N.  W.  35. 

Such  uses  of  a  street  do  not  constitute  an 
additional  servitude  upon  the  land  occupied 
thereby. 

Smith  V.  Goldsboro,  121  N.  C.  350,  28  S. 
E.  479;  1  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  S§  160-162; 
Raleigh  d  G.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis,  19  N.  C.  (2 
Dev.  &  B.  L.)  451. 

Trees  in  a  street  may  be  cut  or  removed 
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for  the   purpose  of  erecting  electric  poles 
and  wires. 

1  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  pp.  318,  320;  Miller 
V.  Detroit,  Y.  d  A.  A.  R.  Co.  125  Mich.  171, 
51  L.  R.  A.  955,  84  Am.  St.  Rep.  669,  84 
N.  W.  49;  Wyant  v.  Central  Teleph.  Co.  123 
Mich.  51,  47  L.  R.  A.  497,  81  Am.  St.  Rep. 
155,  81  N.  W.  928;  Dodd  v.  Consolidated 
Traction  Co.  57  N.  J.  L.  482,  31  Atl.  980; 
Southern  Bell  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Francis,  109 
Ala.  224,  31  L.  R.  A.  193,  55  Am.  St.  Rep. 
930,  19  So.  1 ;  Hazlchurst  v.  Mayes,  84  Miss. 
7,  64  L.  R.  A.  805,  36  So.  33 ;  Georgetoum  d 
L.  Traction  Co.  v.  Mulholland,  25  Ky.  L. 
Rep.  578,  76  S.  W.  148. 

For  these  purposes  the  sidewalk  is  a  part 
of  the  street. 

Tate  V.  Greensboro,  114  N.  C.  392,  24  L. 
R.  A.  671,  19  S.  E.  767;  Chase  v.  Oshkosh, 
81  Wis.  313,  15  L.  R.  A.  653,  29  Am.  St. 
Rep.  898,  51  N.  W.  560 ;  2  Beach,  Mun.  Corp. 
9  1234;  2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  9§  614,  686. 

The  municipality  has  the  right  to  confer 
upon  a  public-service  corporation  the  privi- 
lege of  using  any  portion  of  the  condemned 
street,  whether  it  has  been  used  for  any 
other  street  purpose  or  not. 

Miller  v.  Detroit,  Y.  d  A.  A,  R.  Co.  125 
Mich.  171,  51  L.  R.  A.  966,  84  Am.  St.  Rep. 
669,  84  N.  W.  49;  Dodd  v.  Consolidated 
Traction  Co.  57  N.  J.  L.  482,  31  Atl.  980; 
Southern  Bell  Teleph.  Co.  v.  Francis,  109 
Ala.  224,  31  L.  R.  A.  193,  55  Am.  St  Rep. 
930,  19  So.  1 ;  Georgetown  d  L.  Traction  Co. 
V.  Mulholland,  25  Ky.  L.  Rep.  578,  76  S.  W., 
148. 

Messrs.  Frank  Carte*  and  H.  C. 
Chedeflter,  for  appellees: 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  tree  was 
in  fact  taken  for  public  purposes,  or  for  the 
private  gain  and  advantage  of  defendants, 
was  for  the  jury. 

Stratford  v.  Greensboro,  124  N.  C.  127,  32 
S.  E.  394:  Seattle  d  M.  R.  Co.  ▼.  State,  7 
Wash.  150,  22  L.  R.  A.  222,  38  Am.  St. 
Rep.  866,  34  Pac.  551;  Cooley,  Const.  Lim. 
763,  764,  774,  775. 

The  abutting  owner  has  a  remedy  in  tres- 
pass for  wrongful  destruction  of  shade  trees 
in  the  street. 

Elliott,  Roads  &  Streets,  §9  690,  708;  Dill. 
Mun.  Corp.  9§  656a,  b,  663,  p.  791,  note. 

The  courts  are  authorized  to  interfere 
where  there  is  an  abuse  of  discretion  by 
the  municipal  authorities  in  removing  valu- 
able shade  trees  without  any  reasonable  ne- 
cessity therefor. 

I^wis,  Em.  Dom.  9  132a;  Atlanta  ▼.  Holli- 
day,  96  Ga.  646,  23  S.  E.  609. 

Connor,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 

court: 

For  the  purpose  of  disposing  of  the  ques- 
tions presented  upon  this  record,  we  may 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1905. 


Bbown  v.  Asheville  Electbic  Co. 


633 


take  certain  propositions  as  settled:  The 
land  over  which  are  the  street  and  side- 
walk upon  which  plaintiff  resides  was  tho 
property  of  the  grantor  of  the  plaintiff.  By 
condemnation  proceedings  duly  had,  the  city 
of  Asheville  acquired  an  easement  over  said 
land  for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to  open 
and  maintain  a  public  street  and  sidewalk 
for  the  use  of  the  citizens  of  Asheville. 
That  the  fee  to  said  land  remained  in  the 
owner,  and  was  granted  to  plaintiff,  to- 
gether with  the  lot,  to  the  outer  edge  of  the 
sidewalk.  The  tree,  cut  down  by  the  defend- 
ants, stood  upon  the  sidewalk,  on  the  outer 
edge,  and  was  not  a  nuisance  to,  or  interfer- 
ence with  the  public  use  of,  the  sidewalk. 
That  the  city,  by  its  charter  and  amend- 
ments thereto,  had  control  of  the  street  and 
sidewalk,  with  all  of  the  powers  in  regard 
to  the  use  thereof  and  of  removing  obstruc- 
tions therefrom  necessary  and  convenient  to 
that  end.  That  such  powers  included  the 
right  to  cut  down  and  remove  this  or  any 
other  tree  on  the  street  or  sidewalk  which. 
in  the  judgment  of  the  city  authorities,  was 
a  nuisance  to,  or  an  obstruction  of,  the  pub- 
lic in  the  use  of  the  street  and  sidewalk. 
That  said  tree  afforded  shade  to  the  premis- 
es and  residence  of  plaintiff,  and  its  re- 
moval depreciated  the  value  of  plaintiff's 
property  to  the  extent  of  $499,  as  found  by 
the  jury.  In  view  of  His  Honor's  instruc- 
tion to  the  jury,  we  must  assume  that  the 
jury  found,  and  we  find  ample  reason  to 
justify  such  finding,  that  the  defendant  elec- 
tric light  company,  with  the  permission  of 
the  superintendent  of  streets  of  the  city  of 
Asheville,  afterwards  approved  by  the  board 
of  aldermen,  removed  the  tree  for  the  pur- 
pose of  more  conveniently  erecting  its  poles 
and  stringing  its  electric  wires  along  the 
street.  His  Honor  thus  stated  the  conten- 
tion on  the  part  of  the  defendants :  "The  de- 
fendants contend  that  they  had  the  right  to 
cut  down  this  tree  on  account  of  the  fact 
that  the  land  was  condemned  for  a  street, 
that  they  had  the  right  to  cut  it  down  for 
any  purpose,  and  especially  that  they  had 
the  right  to  cut  it  down  for  the  purpose  of 
allowing  electric-light  wires  to  pass  there, 
which  they  say  was  for  the  benefit  of  the 
public.  The  court  charges  you  that  if  that 
was  the  purpose,  and  the  city  allowed  th«^ 
corporations  that  ran  the  electric-light  wires 
and  the  railroad  company  to  do  so  more  con- 
veniently, then  it  would  be  your  duty  to 
answer  the  first  issue,  'Yes.'  The  city  would 
not  have  the  right,  as  the  court  views  the 
matter,  to  cut  down  that  tree  for  the 
purpose  of  appropriating  that  part  of 
the  land  for  the  use  of  the  defendants 
unless  the  condemnation  was  for  the  pur- 
pose of  the  city,  and  they  would  not  have 
the  right  to  go  there  and  cut  down  the  tree 
69  L.  R.  A. 


unless  they  were  going  to  use  it  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  it  was  condemned."  Before 
discussing  the  exceptions  which  challenge 
the  correctness  of  this  and  other  instructions 
involving  the  same  principle,  it  is  proper  to 
say  that,  by  an  amendmeint  to  the  charter 
of  the  city  made  subsequent  to  the  condem- 
nation of  the  land  for  a  street  and  sidewalk, 
the  city  authorities  were  given  power  to 
permit  the  erection  of  telegraph,  electric 
light,  poles  and  wires,  etc.,  'on  and  over  the 
public  streets  of  said  city.  This  power,  of 
course,  in  no  manner  affects  the  rights  of 
abutting  owrfers.  The  legislature  could  not 
have  intended,  because  it  had  no  authority^ 
to  confer  such  power,  to  be  exercised  in 
violation  of  such  private  rights.  It  simply 
empowered  the  aldermen  to  grant  the  fran- 
chise over  tlie  streets  of  the  city,  subject,  of 
course,  to  the  rights  of  the  citizen  in  respect 
to  his  private  property.  The  legislature  had 
no  power  itself  to  empower  corporations 
to  appropriate  private  property  without 
compensation,  and,  of  course,,  could  not  au- 
thorize the  city  to  do  so.  Chesapeake  d  P. 
Teleph.  Co,  v.  Mackenzie,  74  Md.  36,  28  Am. 
St.  Rep.  219,  21  Atl.  690. 

There  are  a  large  number  of  exceptions 
to  His  Honor's  charge,  both  in  respect  to 
instructions  given  and  refused.  We  do  not 
deem  it  necessary  to  pass  upon  all  of  them, 
because,  in  our  view  of  the  case,  assuming 
the  facts  to  be  as  contended  by  defendants, 
we  find  no  error  in  the  record.  Conceding 
to  the  city  of  Asheville  the  largest  possible 
powers  in  respect  to  opening  and  controlling 
its  public  streets.,  they  must  all  be  construed 
and  exercised  within  the  well-defined  limi- 
tation that  they  are  held  and  to  be  used  a» 
a  public  trust  for  the  benefit  of  the  citizens 
of  Asheville,  and  not  for  the  convenience, 
or  even  the  necessities,  of  private  persons 
or  corporations.  In  speaking  of  the  exercise 
of  this  power,  the  New  York  court  says: 
"But  we  think  it  cannot,  imder  guise 
of  exercising  this  power,  appropriate  a  part 
of  a  street  to  the  exclusive,  or  practically 
to  the  exclusive,  use  of  a  railroad  company, 
so  a«  to  cut  off  abutting  owners  from  the 
use  of  any  part  of  the  street,  .  .  .  with- 
out making  compensation  for  the  injury  sus- 
tained." Reining  v.  New  York,  L.  rf  W.  R. 
Co.  128  N.  Y.  168,  14  L.  R.  A.  133,  28  N.  E. 
640. 

As  the  question  is  one  of  much  practical 
importance  to  the  people  of  the  state,  we 
will  endeavor  to  mark  the  line  which  limits 
the  power  of  municipal  and  quasi  public 
corporations,  or  private  corporations  en- 
gaged in  public  service,  in  interfering  with 
the  rights  of  abutting  owners  upon  streets 
and  highwavs.  This  court  has  in  Tate  v. 
Oreensloro/lU  N.  C.  392,  24  L.  R.  A.  671, 
19  S.  E.  767,  defined  the  power  which  the 
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duly  constituted  city  authorities  have  in 
opening,  widening,  using,  and  controlling 
public  streets.  That  this  power,  when  exer- 
cised for  the  purpose  and  objects  for  which 
it  is  granted,  and  in  good  faith,  is  not  sub- 
ject to  the  supervision  of  the  courts,  is  well 
decided  in  that  case.  We  have  no  disposi- 
tion to  bring  that  decision,  or  anything  said 
therein,  into  question.  We  adopt  what  is 
said  by  Mr.  Justice  Burwell  as  stating  the 
principle  upon  which  our  decision  is  baaed: 
"It  is  not  to  be  denied  that  the  abutting 
proprietor  has  rights  as  an  individual  in  the 
street  in  his  front,  as  contradistinguished 
from  his  rights  therein  as  a  member  of  the 
corporation  or  one  of  the  public.  The  trees 
standing  in  the  street  along  the  sidewalk 
are,  in  a  restricted  sense,  his  trees.  If  they 
are  cut  or  injured  by  an  individual  who  has 
no  authority  from  the  city  to  cut  or  remove 
them,  he  may  recover  damages  of  such  in- 
dividual. His  property  in  them  is  such'  that 
the  law  will  protect  it  from  the  act  of  such 
a  wrongdoer  and  trespasser."  Where  it  is 
said  "who  has  no  authority  from  the  city," 
it  is  meant  no  lawful  authority,  because,  as 
we  shall  see,  the  city  has  no  power  to  confer 
authority  except  in  the  manner  and  for  the 
purpose  for  which  it  may  do  the  act  itself. 
Many  of  the  decisions  discussing  the  right 
of  abutting  owners  upon  streets  and  high- 
ways make  a  distinction  between  owners 
holding  the  fee  in  the  land,  and  those  who 
have  only  such  rights  as  accrue  from  their 
location  on  the  side  of  the  street.  It  is  con- 
ceded that  the  fee  to  the  land  upon  which 
the  sidewalk  is  located  and  the  abutting  lot 
is  in  the  plaintiflf.  We  shall  discuss  the 
case  from  that  view.  The  condemnation  for 
a  street  and  sidewalk  therefore  gave  to  the 
city  an  easement,  the  limit  and  extent  of 
which,  both  in  respect  to  the  use  and  the 
time  of  its  enjoyment  are  measured  by  the 
public  necessity.  "Where  an  easement  [on- 
ly] is  taken  for  a  public  highway,  the  pub- 
lic acquire  a  paramount  right  to  use  and 
improve  the  land  taken  for  highway  pur- 
poses, which  includes  not  only  the  right  of 
passage,  but  such  other  incidental  uses  as 
have  been  immemorially  accustomed  to  be 
made  of  public  highways,  such  as  the  laying 
of  sewers,  gas  and  water  pipes,  and  the  like." 
2  Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  §  689 ;  Barney  v.  Keokuk, 
94  V.  S.  324,  24  L.  ed.  224.  This  court  has 
uniformly  held  that  the  right  acquired  by 
condemnation  is  confined  to  the  public  ne- 
cessity, and  to  the  uses  for  which  property 
is  taken  or  burdened  with  the  easement; 
that,  for  any  additional  burden  placed  upon 
the  servient  tenement,  compensation  must 
be  made.  Story  v.  New  York  Elev.  R.  Co. 
90  N.  Y.  122,  43  Am.  Rep.  146;  White  v. 
XorthweHem  North  Carolina  R.  Co.  113 
X.  C.  610,  22  L.  R.  A.  627,  37  Am.  St.  Rep. 
<in  L.  R.  A. 


639,  18  S.  E.  330;  Phillips  v.  Postal  Teleg. 
Cable  Co,  130  N.  C.  513,  89  Am.  St.  Rep. 
868,  41  S.  E.  1022;  Hodges  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  133  N.  C.  225,  45  S.  E.  572. 
Such  conflict  as  may  be  found  in  the  deci- 
sions arises  out  of  the  application  of  the 
principle.  It  is  uniformly  held  that  an  ease- 
ment acquired  for  one  purpose,  either  by 
grant,  dedication,  or  condemnation,  cannot 
be  appropriated  to  another  purpose.  "It  U 
certainly  well  settled  that,  where  a  grant 
is  made  or  trust  created  for  a  specific  and 
defined  purpose,  the  subject  of  the  grant  or 
trust  cannot  be  used  for  another  and  foreign 
purpose  without  the  consent  of  the  party 
from  whom  it  was  derived,  or  for  whose 
benefit  it  was  created.  .  .  .  We  are  not 
considering  the  right  of  the  corporation  to 
part  with  whatever  interest  it  possessed 
under  the  dedication  and  trust,  but  the  pow- 
er of  the  corporation  under  the  legislature 
to  deprive  the  owner  of  a  lot  fronting  on 
land  so  dedicated.  ...  'It  cannot  be 
successfully  contended  either  that  the  dedi- 
cation of  land  for  a  highway  gives  to  the 
public  an  unlimited  use,  or  that  the  legis- 
lature have  the  power  to  encroach  upon  the 
reserved  rights  of  the  owner  by  materially 
enlarging  or  changing  the  nature  of  the  pub- 
lic easement.'"  New  York  Elev.  R.  Co.'s 
Caee,  90  N.  Y.  122,  43  Am.  Rep.  146. 

In  respect  to  an  easement  acquired  by 
condemnation,  the  reason  is  obvious :  In  as- 
sessing compensation  the  commissioners  are 
restricted  to  such  damages  as  are  incident 
to  the  specific  use  for  which  the  condemna- 
tion is  made.  While  the  city  authorities 
had  ample  power  to  confer  upon  the  defend- 
ants a  franchise  to  lay  their  tracks,  erect 
their  poles,  and  string  their  wkes  along  the 
streets  or  sidewalks,  if  such  franchise  did 
not  materially  restrict  or  interfere  with  the 
public  use  for  which  it  was  held  in  trust, 
such  power  could  not  affect  the  right  of 
abutting  owners  to  demand  compensation  for 
any  additional  burden  imposed  upon  their 
property.  The  fact  that  the  defendant  oor- 
jwration  was  operating  a  public  utility  doo« 
not  affect  the  question;  the  only  difTormrt' 
being  that,  if  the  city  conferred  the  privilege 
upon  a  private  citizen  or  a  corporation  oper- 
ating a  private  business,  and  its  enjoyment 
interfered  with  the  right  of  an  abutting 
owner,  no  right  to  continue  the  use  of  the 
privilege  could  be  acquired  except  by  grant : 
whereas,  if  the  person  or  corporation  is  con- 
ducting a  business  concerning  the  public, — 
one  conferring  the  right  of  eminent  domain, 
— the  right  to  use  the  franchise  or  privilege 
may  be  acquired  by  condemnation,  and  pay- 
ing the  abutting  owner  compensation  for 
the  additional  burden.  The  doctrine  is  well 
Kfated  in  Reining  v.  New  York,  L.  d  W.  R. 
Co.  128  N.  Y.  168,  14  L.  R.  A.  133,  28  N. 
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E.  640 ;  "It  is  quite  probable  that  the  gen- 
eral interests  of  Buffalo  and  of  the  larger 
public  are  promoted  by  this  appropriation 
of  the  street,  but  it  by  not  means  follows 
that  a  lot  owner  whose  property  is  injured 
should  bear  the  loss  for  the  public  benefit.  . 
.  .  The  power  conferred  by  the  charter  of 
Buffalo  upon  the  common  council  to  'permit 
the  track  of  a  railroad  to  be  laid  in,  along, 
or  across  any  street  or  public  pjround,'  .  .  . 
must  be  construed  as  subject  to  the  qualifi- 
cation that  no  property  rights  of  abutting 
owners  are  thereby  invaded."  In  the  same 
case  Gray,  J.,  concurring  said:  "Here  the 
object  was  to  subserve  the  railroad  u^,  and 
the  appropriation  ...  of  this  embank- 
ment is  practically  exclusive.  The  street 
was  subjected  to  a  new  use,  with  conse- 
quences as  direct,  in  the  permanent  depri- 
ration  of  the  abutting  property  owners*  ap- 
purtenant easement,  as  though  the  railroad 
was  operated  in  front  of  his  premises  upon 
a  structure  physically  incapable  of  other 
uses."  In  Eels  v.  American  Telepk.  d  Teleg, 
Co.  143  N.  Y.  133,  25  L.  R.  A.  640,  38  N. 
E.  202,  Peckham,  J.,  says:  "We  think 
neither  the  state  nor  its  corporation  can  ap- 
propriate any  portion  of  the  public  high- 
way permanently  to  its  own  special,  continu- 
ous, and  exclusive  use  by  setting  up  poles 
therein,  although  the  purpose  to  which  they 
are  to  be  applied  is  to  string  wires  thereon, 
and  thus  to  transmit  messages  for  all  the 
public  at  a  reasonable  compensation.  It 
may  be  at  once  admitted  that  the  purpose 
is  a  public  one,  although  for  the  private 
gain  of  a  corporation,  but  the  Constitution 
provides  that  private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  for  public  use  without  compensation 
to  the  owner.  Where  land  is  dedicated  or 
taken  for  a  public  highway,  the  question  is. 
What  are  the  uses  implied  in  such  dedi- 
cation or  taking?  Primarily  there  can  be 
no  doubt  that  the  use  is  for  passage  over 
the  highway.  The  title  to  the  fee  of  the 
highway  generally  remains  in  the  adjoining 
owner,  and  he  retains  the  ownership,  of 
the  land,  subject  only  to  the  public  ease- 
ment." To  impose  any  different  or  addi- 
tional burden  without  compensation  cannot 
be  done  by  the  legislature,  either  directly, 
or  by  granting  the  power  to  a  city.  We 
cannot  assume  that  it  was  intended  to  do  so. 
Such  intent  is  not  to  be  gatliered  from  the 
statute.  White  v.  Northwestern  North  Car- 
olina R.  Co.  113  N.  C.  610,  22  L.  R.  A.  627, 
37  Am.  St.  Rep.  639,  18  S.  E.  330.  The 
question  is  exhaustively  discussed  in  Btory 
V.  New  York  Elev.  R.  Co.  90  N.  Y.  122,  43 
Am.  Rep.  146. 

There  is  some  conflict  of  judicial  opinion 
in  respect  to  what  constitutes  an  additional 
burden.  The  supreme  court  of  Maryland,  in 
Chesapeake  d  P.  Teleph.  Co,  v.  Mackenzie^ 
69  L.  R.  A. 


74  Md.  36,  47,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  219,  21  Atl. 
690,  693,  says:  "And  so  the  condemnation 
of  private  property  for  a  highway  subjects 
the  land  so  taken  merely  to  an  easement  in 
favor  of  the  public,  and  does  not  devest  the 
o\^^ler  of  the  fee.  .  .  .  Planting  tele- 
phone or  telegraph  posts  upon  a  public  high- 
way in  the  country  is  an  appropriation  of 
private  property,  and  unlawful,  unless  the 
right  to  do  so  is  acquired  by  contract  or  con- 
demnation." After  discussing  the  rights  of 
the  public  in  the  street,  the  court  proceeds 
to  say:  "Subject  to  these  and  other  like 
rights  of  the  municipality  and  the  public 
to  the  use  of  a  street  for  street  purposes,  the 
owner  of  the  fee  in  the  bed  of  the  street 
possesses  the  same  right  to  demand  compen- 
sation for  additional  servitudes  placed  there- 
on that  the  owner  of  the  bed  of  a  highway 
in  the  country  is  entitled  to.  If,  then,  the 
fee  in  the  bed  of  the  street  be  in  the  appellee, 
the  planting  of  the  pole  was  an  additional 
servitude  imposed  upon  her  land,  for  which 
she  could  claim  compensation,  and  the  act 
of  assembly  could  not  deprive  her  of  it." 
In  Broome  v.  New  York  d  N.  J,  Teleph,  Co, 
42  N.  J.  Eq.  141,  7  Atl.  851,  the  chancellor 
says:  "In  order  to  justify  the  defendants 
in  setting  up  the  poles,  it  is  necessary  for 
them  to  show  that  they  have  acquired  the 
right  to  do  so,  either  by  consent  or  condem- 
nation, from  the  owner  of  the  soil.  The 
designation  by  the  city  or  town  authorities 
of  the  streets  where  the  poles  may  be  set  up 
is  not  enough."  The  same  view  is  held  in 
Board  of  Trade  Teleg,  Co.  v.  Barnett,  107 
111.  507,  47  Am.  Rep.  453.  That  was  an 
action  of  trespass,  as  the  one  before  us. 
It  appeared  that,  in  addition  to  putting 
the  poles  upon  the  highway,  in  which  plain- 
tiff owned  the  fee,  the  employees  of  the  com- 
pany "cut  away  the  hedge  because  it  wa« 
in  their  way,  and  they  also  cut  down  two 
hedge  trees."  The  court  said:  "The  posi- 
tion taken  by  defendant  is  that  the  state 
can  rightfully,  as  It  has  done,  authorize  the 
county  board  to  permit  defendant  to  con- 
struct its  line  of  telegraph  upon  the  high- 
way without  the  consent  of  the  abutting 
landowner;  that  it  imposes  no  new  or  addi- 
tional burden  thereon,  and  that  when  the 
public  acquire  an  easement  over  land,  for  a 
compensation  fully  made,  the  public  obtain 
all  the  rights  the  landowner  had,  apd  tlic 
state  may  authorize  any  use  of  it  not  incon- 
sistent with  its  use  as  a  highway."  After 
stating  the  contention  of  the  landowner,  the 
court  says:  "The  latter  position  is  the  one 
best  sustained  by  authority,  and  rests  on 
sounder  principles.  .  .  .  The  principle 
is,  neither  the  state  nor  a  municipal  corpo- 
ration has  any  rightful  authority,  under  the 
Constitution,  to  grant  away  the  private 
property  of  the  citizen;  and  if  corporations 
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quasi  public,  in  the  exercise  of  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  with  which  they  are 
clothed  by  the  sovereign  power  of  the  state, 
seek  to  appropriate  it  so  that  they  may  have 
a  benefit  therefrom,  every  principle  of  jus- 
tice demands  that  they  should  make  just 
compensation,  whether  the  property  taken 
.  .  .  is  of  little  or  great  value.  But, 
aside  from  all  considerations  of  right  and 
justice,  the  Constitution  has  so  declared,  and 
its  mandate  in  that  respect  may  not  be  dis- 
regarded." Indianapolis,  B,  d  W.  R.  Co. 
V.  Hartley y  67  111.  439,  16  Am.  Rep.  624; 
Willia  V.  Erie  Teleg,  d  Teleph.  Co.  37  Minn. 
347,  34  N.  W.  337;  S towers  v.  Postal  Teleg. 
Cable  Co.  68  Miss.  559,  12  L.  R.  A.  864,  24 
Am.  St.  Rep.  290,  9  So.  356 ;  Joyce,  Electric 
Law,  §  321.  That  shade  trees  may  not  be 
removed,  except  when  necessary  for  the  use 
of  the  street  by  the  public,  is  well  settled. 
Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  9  132.  There  are  some  au- 
thorities to  the  contrary,  but  we  think  the 
view  taken  by  those  cited  the  sound  one. 

We  have  nO  hesitation  in  holding  that,  as- 
suming that  the  board  of  aldermen  of  the 
city  of  Asheville  had  met  and  formally 
granted  to  the  defendants  authority  to  re- 
move the  tree,  finding  that  its  removal  was 
necessary  to  put  up  its  poles  and  wires  eith- 
er for  the  electric  light  or  street  railway  up- 
on and  along  the  sidewalk,  such  action 
would  not  have  justified  the  act  of  defend- 
ants. It  was  not  within  the  power  of  the 
city  to  deprive  the  plaintiff  of  his  property 
for  such  purpose  without  compensation. 
We  find,  however,  no  averment  or  evidence 
that  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  tree.  It 
is  suggested  that  it  was  more  convenient  to 
place  the  poles  and  string  the  wires  with 
the  tree  out  of  the  way.  This  falls  far 
short  of  the  essential  conditions  upon  which 
private  property  may  be  taken,  or  burdens 
imposed  upon  it.  The  right  of  eminent 
domain  has  been  so  freely  conferred  upon 
corporations,  upon  the  mere  suggestion  that 
their  business  is  in  some  way  connected  with 
service  to  the  public,  that  we  are  in  danger 
of  forgetting  that  it  is  one  of  the  most  del- 
icate and  dangerous  powers  conferred  by  the 
people  upon  their  government.  Public 
franchises  have  been  so  generously  and  lav- 
ishly conferred  and  so  freely  used  without 
compensation  that  those  who  wish  to  enjoy 
them  forget  that  one  of  the  chief  ends  for 
which  government  is  created  and  taxes  paid 
is  the  protection  of  private  property,  and 
then  only  with  compensation.  The  record  in 
this  case  shows  that  a  valuable  right  of 
property,  affecting  the  comfort,  health,  and 
welfare  of  the  citizen  and  his  family,  has 
been  taken,  upon  the  suggestion  of  a  pri- 
vate corporation  to  the  superintendent  of 
streets,  without  inquiry  by  the  board  of 
aldermen,  notice  to  the  plaintiff,  or  any  op- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


portunity  to  be  heard  in  defense  of  his 
rights.  No  person  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
property,  except  by  the  law  of  the  land,  or 
due  process  of  law,  which  has  been  defined 
to  mean  the  right  to  be  heard  before  he  or 
his  property  is  condemned.  This  sacred 
right  is  binding  upon  every  department  of 
the  government,  and  all  of  its  agencies,  in- 
cluding municipal  and  private  corporations. 

While  it  is  held  in  Tate  v.  Greensboro,  114 
N.  C.  392,  24  L.  R.  A.  671,  19  S.  E.  767, 
that  the  power  to  remove  shade  trees,  where 
their  removal  is  necessary  for  the  use  of 
the  street  as  a  public  highway,  may  be  con- 
ferred upon  the  street  committee,  it  would 
be  more  in  accordance  with  due  and  orderly 
procedure  to  do  so  only  after  due  notice  to 
the  owner,  and  a  hearing  before  the  legis- 
lative body  of  the  city.  The  tree  was  cut 
on  March  21,  1901.  This  action  was 
brought  on  July  5,  1901.  On  September  16, 
1904,  the  board  of  aldermen  adopted  a  res- 
olution reciting  that  the  action  of  three 
corporations  named,  "or  one  or  more  of 
them,  in  cutting  down  and  removing  the 
tree  in  front  of  the  place  then  owned  and 
occupied  by  B.  C.  Brown,'*  etc.,  **8ome  years 
ago,  in  putting  a  line  of  street  railway  and 
appurtenances  upon  said  street  in  front  of 
said  property,  or  replacing  thereon  certain 
light  wires,  be  and  is  hereby  ratified  and 
confirmed,  said  tree  having  been  so  cut  and 
removed  by  direction  of  the  proper  authori- 
ties of  the  said  city."  It  is  evident  that  at 
the  time  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution 
the  board  were  not  certain  to  what  corpora- 
tion the  power  was  given  to  cut  the  tree,  or 
for  what  purpose  it  was  conferred.  It  is  not 
sug^sted  in  the  resolution  that  it  was  nec- 
essary to  remove  the  tree,  or  that  it  inter- 
fered with  the  street  railway  or  the  light 
wires.  Indeed,  it  is  apparent  that  the 
board  knew  but  little  about  the  matter 
which  they  "ratified  and  confirmed." 

We  have  discussed  the  case  upon  the  as- 
sumption that  the  tree  was  on  the  sidewalk. 
The  testimony  shows  that,  while  the  con- 
demnation took  place  in  1892,  the  land  had 
never  been  used  as  a  sidewalk.  The  plain- 
tiff testified  without  contradiction  that  he 
had  at  the  time  the  tree  was  cut  lived  at 
the  place  six  years,  and  "there  had  never 
been  any  sidewalk  there."  The  tree  was  re- 
moved in  March,  1901,  and  the  hole  out  of 
which  it  was  taken,  "about  10  feet  square," 
was  open  at  the  time  of  the  trial.  The  tes- 
timony further  shows  that  the  tree  was  cut 
by  the  superintendent  of  the  defendant  com- 
panies while  Mr.  Bro^-n  was  away  from 
home;  that,  when  his  wife  phoned  him,  and 
he  directed  her  to  forbid  the  removal  of  the 
tree,  the  parties  gave  no  heed  to  her  re- 
quest; and  that  in  some  way  the  wires  con- 
necting the  phone  were  cut. 
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We  are  impressed  with  the  wisdom  of  the 
words  of  Jud^e  Peckham  in  concluding  his 
opinion  in  Eels  v.  America/n  Teleph.  d  Teleg. 
Co.  143  N.  Y.  133,  25  L.  R.  A.  640,  38  N.  E. 
202.  Referring  to  the  argument  that  cases 
of  this  character  should  be  decided  with  ref- 
erence to  the  wants  of  an  advancing  civili- 
zation, which  is  doing  so  much  to  render 
life  more  comfortable  and  attractive,  he 
says:  "Let  the  defendant  pay  the  owners 
for  the  value  of  the  use  it  makes  of  the  land 
outside  and  beyond  the  public  easement  in 
the  highway,  and  the  necessity  of  the  broad- 
'Cr  decision  is  done  away  with.  It  has  the 
power  to  take  the  land  upon  making  compen- 
sation, and  hence  the  refusal  of  an  owner 
will   not   stop   the   proposed   undertaking." 

We  have  carefully  examined  the  record 
and  the  exceptions  to  His  Honor's  riilings. 
We  find  no  error  of  which  the  defendants 


can  complain.  We  are  of  the  opinion  that 
the  allegations  were  suflScient  to  entitle  the 
plaintiff  to  demand  exemplary  and  puni- 
tive damages,  and  the  testimony  shows  am- 
ple ground  upon  which  to  base  the  claim. 
In  the  entire  transaction  there  was  on  the 
part  of  the  defendants  a  painful  disregard 
of  the  rights  of  the  plaintiff.  While  exten- 
sive powers  and  wide  discretion  are  given 
municipal  authorities  for  the  discharge  of 
their  duty  to  the  public,  it  should  always 
be  borne  in  mind  by  those  who  serve  in 
public  positions  that  in  our  system  of  gov- 
ernment there  is  no  room  or  place  for  arbi- 
trary power.  The  law  which  is  a  rule  of 
action  for  the  citizen  is  equally  so  for  the 
official.  Every  man,  when  his  right  of  per- 
son or  property  is  invaded,  has  a  right,  and 
it  is  his  duty,  to  demand  "quo  warranto." 
The  judgment  must  be  afflrmed. 
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TOUGHIOGHENY  RIVER  COAL  COM- 
PANY,  Appt., 

V. 

ALLEGHENY  NATIONAL  BANK  et  al. 
(211  Pa.  319.) 

^Tlie  lea-vlns  of  surface  sapporta  ta  not 
vrltliln  a  provlaton  In  a  sale  by  tbe 
o^vner  of  coal  In  place  of  the  vein,  which 
is  held  subject  to  the  duty  of  supporting  the 
surface,  by  which  he  undertakes  to  indemnify 
tbe  purchaser  for  any  liability  for  any 
damage  which  may  result  to  the  surface  "by 
reason  of  the  skilful  and  careful  mining  and 
taking  away  of  the  coal,"  hut  the  words  refer 
solely  to  the  manner  of  working  the  vein. 

{Brown  and  Dean,  J  J,,  dissent,) 

(April  10,  1905.) 

il  PPEAL  by  plaintiflf  from  a  judgment  of 
-A  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  2,  for 
Allegheny  County  in  favor  of  defendants  in 
an  action  brought  to  enforce  a  contract  of 
indemnity.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Jolin  O.  Petty,  for  appellant: 

The  words  ''skilful  and  careful  mining" 
refer  only  to  the  manner  of  working  the 
•coal. 

The  general  rule  for  the  reading  of  the 
words  of  a  contract  is  that  they  are  to  be 
taken  in  their  ordinary  and  primary  sense. 

Jones,  Construction  of  Contracts,  %  16; 
Merriam  v.  United  States,  107  U.  S.  437, 

NoTB. — As  to  liability  for  damages  to  surface 
owner  from  the  removal  of  the  support  of  his 
land  by  mining  operations,  see,  in  this  series, 
Noonan  v.  Pardee,  55  L.  E.  A.  410. 
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27  L.  ed.  531,  2  Sup.  CH;.  Rep.  5ZQ;  Buchan- 
an V.  Andrew,  L.  R.  2  H.  L.  So.  App.  Cas. 
296. 

The  object  of  the  bond  wms  to  indemnify 
plaintiff  against  liability  for  damages,  and 
it  should  be  interpreted  so  as  to  give  that 
indemnity,  unless  the  words  prevent  such 
construction. 

Jones,  Construction  of  Contracts,  pp.  355, 
359. 

To  enable  the  court  to  say  that  the  words 
"skilful  and  careful  mining,"  which  have 
a  definite,  certain  meaning  of  their  own, 
contemplate  surface  support,  it  must  have 
evidence  of  usage  giving  them  such  mean- 
ing. 

Letois  V.  Fothergill,  L.  R.  5  Ch.  103; 
Buchanan  ▼.  Andrew,  L.  R.  2  H.  L.  Sc.  App. 
Cas.  296. 

In  construing  grants  or  reservations  of 
lands  and  minerals,  the  fact  that  the  sur- 
face owner  is  entitled  to  support  for  his 
lands  in  their  natural  state  is  a  controlling 
circumstance. 

Coleman  v.  Chadwick,  80  Pa.  81,  21  Am. 
Rep.  93;  Jones  v.  Wagner,  66  Pa.  429,  6 
Am.  Rep.  385;  Pringle  v.  Vesta  Coal  Co. 
172  Pa.  441,  33  Atl.  690;  Humphries  ▼. 
Brogden,  1  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  241;  Hill  v. 
Pardee,  143  Pa.  101,  22  Atl.  815;  Carlin  v. 
Chappel,  101  Pa.  351,  47  Am.  Rep.  722; 
Matulys  v.  Philadelphia  d  R.  Coal  d  I.  Co. 
201  Pa.  70,  50  Atl.  823. 

Messrs.  Jolin  D.  Brown  and  Sbiras  A 
Diokej  for  appellees. 

Mestrezat,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 
The  defendants  were  the  owners  of  oer- 
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tain  ooal  lands  in  Westmoreland  countj, 
conveyed  to  their  predecessor  in  title  in 
1862,  by  the  following  grant:  "All  the  main 
working  vein  of  coal  underlying  the  farm 
on  which  party  of  the  first  part  resides, 
situate  in  Sewickley  township,  Westmore- 
land county,  Pennsylvania*,  etc.  .  .  . 
With  the  right  to  take  and  carry  away  said 
coal,  with  the  privilege  to  air  and  drain  his 
openings  while  taking  out,  and  for  any  other 
purpose  that  he,  or  his  assigns,  may  need 
said  openings  for."  After  the  conveyance 
of  the  coal,  the  owner  of  the  land,  by  deed 
dated  March  24,  1871,  conveyed  the  tract 
to  one  R.  G.  Greenawalt,  with  the  following 
reservation:  '*The  said  parties  of  the  first 
part  reserve  all  of  the  now  worked  6-foot 
vein  of  stone  coal,  also  the  right  and  privi- 
lege for  themselves,  their  heirs,  and  as- 
signs, of  digging,  mining,  and  carrying 
away  said  stone  coal."  In  1892  the  defend- 
ants sold  and  conveyed  said  coal  to  the 
Youghiogheny  River  Coal  Company,  the 
plaintiff,  and  gave  to  the  company  an  obli- 
gation, dated  February  29,  1892,  condi- 
tioned, inter  aUa,  that  they  would  "well 
and  truly  protect  and  indemnify  said  Youg- 
hiogheny River  Coal  Company  from  any 
liability  for  any  damage  which  may  re- 
sult to  the  surface  of  the  tracts  of  lands 
overlying  the  coal  land  purchased  by  said 
coal  company  from  said  obligors  and 
others,  or  to  improvements  thereon,  by  rea- 
son of  the  skilful  and  careful  mining  and 
taking  away  of  the  said  coal."  Soon  after 
the  purchase  of  the  coal  land,  the  Youghio- 
gheny River  Coal  Company  took  possession 
of  it  and  began  mining  operations.  Sub- 
sequently R.  G.  Greenawalt,  the  owner  of 
the  tract  of  land,  except  the  coal  conveyed 
to  the  coal  company,  brought  an  action 
against  the  ooal  company  for  damages,  alleg- 
ing that  it  had  so  carelessly,  negligently, 
and  unskilfully  conducted  its  mining  oper- 
ations as  to  cause  the  surface  of  his  land 
to  break  and  subside,  resulting  in  injury 
to  the  land,  the  clay,  and  upper  coal  vein 
therein,  and  improvements  thereon.  The 
case  was  tried,  and  resulted  in  a  verdict 
and  judgment  in  favor  of  Greenawalt. 
Thereupon  the  present  action  was  brought 
by  the  Youghiogheny  River  Coal  Company 
on  the  obligation  of  the  defendants,  referred 
to  above,  to  recover  the  damages  and  ex- 
penses which  the  coal  company  was  com- 
pelled to  pay  by  reason  of  the  suit  brought 
against  it  by  Greenawalt.  The  statement 
avers  that  the  "Youghiogheny  River  Coal 
Company  entered  into  possession  of  the 
same  [coal],  and  proceeded  in  a  careful  and 
skilful  manner,  according  to  the  usual  and 
customary  methods  of  mining  practised  in 
the  bituminous  ooal  district,  to  mine  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


remove  said  coal  in  the  manner  contemplat- 
ed by  said  agreement,  which  mining  and  re- 
moval caused  a  subsidence  of  certain  sur- 
face lands,  owned  by  one  Richard  Green- 
awalt, overlying  a  part  of  the  same, 
and  by  reason  of  such  subsidence  certain 
springs  on  the  surface  land  of  said  Green- 
awalt were  injured,  an  upper  vein  of 
coal  damaged,  and  certain  buildings  thereon 
cracked;"  that  the  verdict  against  it 
in  favor  of  Greenawalt  was  "recovered  upon 
the  all^ation  and  proof  that  the  Youghio- 
gheny River  Coal  Company  had  not  sup- 
ported the  surface  lands  of  the  said  Green- 
awalt in  its  mining  operations."  The  de- 
fendants demurred  to  the  statement,  on  the 
grounds  that  the  declaration  admits  the 
lack  of  due  care  and  skill  in  the  mining  per- 
formed by  plaintiff,  and  that  "the  admis- 
sion in  said  declaration  that  there  had  been 
a  recovery  against  the  plaintiff  for  failing 
to  afford  support  to  the  overlying  surface 
is  an  admission  that  the  plaintiff  in  this 
action  liad  not  used  all  ordinary  precau- 
tions in  giving  proper  support  to  said  sur- 
face." The  court  below  sustained  the  de- 
murrer, and  the  plaintiff  has  appealed. 

In  support  of  its  appeal,  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany contends  that  the  words  "skilful  and 
careful  mining  and  taking  away  of  the  said 
coal,"  in  the  obligation  or  agreement  on 
which  this  suit  was  brought,  refer  to  the 
method  and  manner  of  working  the  ooa), 
and  that  failure  to  leave  sufficient  coal  in 
place  to  support  the  overlying  surface  is  not 
unskilful  and  careless  mining.  The  defend- 
ants' position  is  that  "skilful  and  careful 
mining  and  taking  away  of  the  said  coal," 
as  used  in  the  obligation  of  the  defend- 
ants, is  referable  to  the  support  of  the  sur- 
face, and  that  "the  proper  support  of  the 
surface  is  a  part  of  the  skilful  and  careful 
mining  and  taking  away  of  said  coal/' 
It  is  therefore  claimed  by  the  defendants 
that  the  averment  in  the  statment  that  the 
plaintiff  company  had  failed  to  support  the 
surface  is  an  admission  of  lack  of  care  and 
skill  in  mining  and  removing  the  coal  un- 
der the  Greenawalt  surface. 

There  may  be  a  horizontal  division  of 
land  resulting  in  the  ownership  of  the  sur- 
face by  one  person  and  the  ownership  of  the 
subjacent  vein  or  seam  of  coal  by  another 
person.  When  there  has  been  a  severance 
of  ownership  of  the  surface  and  the  coal^ 
the  owners  of  the  respective  estates  hold 
them  as  estates  in  land,  and,  of  course,  the 
title  and  rights  of  each  depend  upon  his 
conveyance.  If  the  owner  of  the  whole  fee 
conveys  the  coal  in  the  land  in  general 
terms,  as  in  this  case,  retaining  the  residue 
of  the  tract,  the  purchaser  acquires  the 
coal  with  the  right  to  mine  and  remove  it^ 
provided  he  does  so  without  injury  to  the 
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super inctimbent  estate.  His  estate  in  the 
coal,  like  that  of  the  owner  of  the  surface, 
is  governed  by  the  maxim,  8io  utere  iuo 
ut  alienum  non  IcBdas,  The  owner  of  the 
surface  is  entitled  to  absolute  support  of  his 
land,  not  as  an  easement  or  right  depending 
on  a  supposed  gfrant,  but  as  a  proprietary 
right  at  common  law.  Carlin  v.  Chappel, 
101  Pa.  348,  47  Am.  Rep.  722;  2  Snyder, 
Mines,  §  1020.  Support  for  the  superincum- 
bent estate  is  of  natural  right,  and  is  part 
of  the  estate  reserved  to  the  owner  of  the 
surface.  Coleman  v.  Chadwiok,  80  Pa.  81, 
21  Am.  Rep.  93.  And  this  right  which 
the  servient  estate  owes  to  the  dominant 
estate  does  not  depend  upon  whether  the 
mining  operations  are  conducted  skilfully 
or  negligently  and  carelepsly.  Pringle  v. 
Vesta  Coal  Co,  172  Pa.  438,  33  Atl.  690; 
yoonan  v.  Pardee,  200  Pa.  474,  66  L.  R.  A. 
410,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  722,  50  Atl.  256.  In 
the  Pringle  Case  it  is  said:  "If  the  owner 
of  the  coal  imdertakes  to  mine  and  remove 
it, — as  he  has  an  undoubted  right  to  do, — 
and  damage  results  to  the  surface,  either 
(a)  from  negligence  in  conducting  his  min- 
ing operations,  or  (b)  from  failure  to  prop- 
erly and  sufficiently  support  the  surface,  or 
(c)  from  both  these  causes  combined,  the 
surface  owner  is  entitled  to  recover  compen- 
sation for  such  injury  oa  he  may  show  he 
has  sustained."  And  this  is  the  law  of 
England,  whose  decisions  we  have  followed 
in  holding  the  surface  owner  entitled  to  ab- 
solute support  for  his  estate.  Harris  ▼. 
Ryditig,  6  Mees.  &  W.  60;  Humphries  v. 
Brogden,  1  Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  241.  In  this 
last  case,  Lord  Campbell,  Ch.  J.,  delivering 
the  opinion  of  the  Queen's  bench,  remarks: 
"It  seems  to  have  been  the  unanimous  opin- 
ion of  the  court  [in  Harris  v.  Ryding]  that 
there  existed  the  natural  easement  of  sup- 
port for  the  upper  soil  from  the  soil  beneath, 
and  that  the  entire  removal  of  the  inferior 
strata,  however  skilfully  done,  would  be  ac- 
tionable if  productive  of  damage  by  with- 
drawing that  degree  of  support  to  which  the 
owner  of  the  surface  was  entitled;  the  duty 
of  the  owner  of  the  servient  tenement  for- 
bidding him  to  do  any  act  whereby  the  en- 
joyment of  the  easement  could  be  disturbed." 
Under  the  titles  of  the  respective  parties, 
it  is  clear  that  Greenawalt  was  entitled  to 
absolute  support  for  surface  overlying  the 
plaintiff's  coal,  and  that,  if  the  company  de- 
prived him  of  it  in  mining  the  coal,  it  was 
liable  for  the  consequent  injury  to  him, 
regardless  of  whether  the  mining  opera- 
tions were  conducted  skilfully  or  negli- 
gently and  carelessly.  His  right  to  actual 
support  for  the  surface  of  his  land  was 
a  natural  and  property  right,  and  did  not 
depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  the  sub- 
jacent coal  was  removed. 
69  L.R.  A. 


The  defendants  being  required  "to  leave 
every  pound  of  coal  untouched  under  tlie 
land"  if  necessary  to  support  the  surface 
( Noonan  v.  Pardee,  200  Pa.  474,  35  L.  R.  A. 
410,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  722,  50  Atl.  255),  what 
was  the  purpose  and  intention  of  the  parties 
in  giving  and  receiving  the  obligation  in 
question?  We  must  assume — what  the  ex- 
perience of  everybody  teaches — ^that  the  par- 
ties were  prompted  by  the  motive  of  self-in- 
terest in  this  transaction.  The  price  which 
the  defendants  would  demand  and  the  plain - 
tiflf  would  agree  to  pay  would  necessarily  de- 
pend upon  the  amount  of  coal  which  could 
be  mined  and  removed  from  the  land. 
When,  therefore,  the  defendants  agreed  to 
sell  and  convey  the  coal,  the  basis  upon 
which  they  fixed  the  selling  price  was  the 
quantum  of  workable  ooal.  This,  in  turn, 
would  depend  upon  the  depth  of  the  coal  un- 
der the  surface,  and  the  character  of  the- 
strata  of  stone  and  earth  overlying  it.  It 
was  under  these  circumstances  that  the  de- 
fendants executed  and  delivered  to  the  plain- 
tiff the  obligation  in  question  at  or  about 
the  time  of  the  delivery  of  the  deeds.  The 
defendants,  believing  and  relying  upon  the 
sufficiency  of  the  superincumbent  strata  to 
afford  absolute  support  to  the  surface,  were 
willing  to  assume  responsibility  for  the 
breakagfe  of  the  surface  in  mining  and  re- 
moving all  the  coal.  This  made  certain  the 
amount  of  coal  accessible  for  mining  and 
necessarily  greatly  enhanced  the  value  of 
the  tract  to  the  purchaser.  By  their  deeds 
the  defendants  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  com- 
pany the  coal  but,  under  the  servitude  im- 
posed on  their  title  by  the  laws  of  the  state, 
the  purchaser  was  restricted  as  to  the  quan- 
tity he  could  mine  and  remove  to  an  un- 
certain amount,  or  possibly,  to  no  part  of 
the  entire  body  of  the  mineral.  To  remove 
this  uncertainty  and  contingency,  and  to 
secure  to  the  purchaser  "all  the  main 
working  vein  of  coal  underlying  the 
farm,"  the  defendants  executed  and  de- 
livered the  obligation  in  question,  and 
thereby  obligated  themselves  to  protect  and 
indemnify  the  plaintiff  company  "from  any 
liability  for  any  damage  which  may  result 
to  the  surface  of  the  tracts  of  land  overlying 
the  coal  land  purchased  by  the  said  coal 
company  from  said  obligors  and  others, 
or  to  improvements  thereon,  by  reason  of  the 
skilful  and  careful  mining  and  taking  away 
of  the  said  coal."  The  purpose  and  effect  of 
this  obligation  is  therefore  most  obvious  and 
manifest.  The  title  of  the  coal  company,  ac- 
quired by  its  deeds,  gave  it  the  entire  body 
of  coal,  subject,  however,  to  the  absolute 
support  of  the  surface,  or,  in  the  language  of 
the  obligation  in  question,  to  "any  liability 
for  any  damage  which  may  result  to  the 
surface  of  the  tracts  of  land  ovarlying  ihe 
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coal  land"  caused  by  mining  and  removing 
the  ooal.    This  obligation  indemnifies   the 
coal  company  against  this  liability,  provided 
it  exercises  skill  and  care  in  mining  and 
taking  away  the  coal.     Observing  this  single 
provision  of  the  obligation,  the  defendants' 
protection  permitted   the  coal   company  to 
remove  all   the   coal   without  leaving  any 
supporte    for    the    surface.     It    necessarily 
follows  that  the  skill  and  care  required  to 
be  exercised   by  the   plaintiff  in  operating 
the  coal  referred  to  the  manner  of  working 
the  vein  conveyed  to  the  plaintiff  company. 
Any  other  construction  would  produce  an 
absurdity,  and  render  the  obligation  nuga- 
tory and  impotent  to  carry  out  the  manifest 
purpose  for  which  it  was  executed  and  de- 
livered.   The  only  protection  the  coal  com- 
pany needed  to  enable  it  to  mine  all  the  coal 
was  indemnity  against  injury  resulting  to 
the  surface  in  removing  the  coal  required 
for    supports.      If,    therefore,    skilful    and 
careful  mining"  in  the  defendants'  obliga- 
tion requires  the  coal  company  to  leave  in 
place  coal  sufficient  to  support  the  surface, 
the  instrument  affords  the  company  no  pro- 
tection whatever  against  the  only  liability  it 
could  incur,  which  is  to  the  surface  owner, 
by  removing  the  supports  and  thereby  break- 
ing the  surface.     If,  on  the  other  hand,  we 
give  these  words  their  usual  and  primary 
signification,  keeping  in  view  the  manifest 
purpose  to  be  attained,  the  defendants'  ob- 
ligation  will   supplement  their  deeds,   and 
place  in  the  grantee  the  entire  body  of  ooal, 
freed  and  discharged  from  the  only  obstacle 
or  impediment  in  mining  and  removing  it, 
which  is  the  duty  of  absolute  support  owed 
to  the  surface  owner.     If  we  omit  from  the 
condition  of  the  obligation  the  words  "skil- 
ful and  careful,"  it  will  then  require  the 
defendants  to  "protect  and  indemnify  said 
Youghiogheny    River    Coal    Company    from 
any  liability  for  any  damage  which  may  re- 
sult to  the  surface  of  the  tracts  of  land 
overlying  the  coal  land  purchased  by  said 
coal  company  from  said  obligors  and  others, 
or  to  improvements  thereon,  by  reason  of 
the    .    .     .    mining   and   taking   away    of 
the  said  coal."     Such  an  obligation  would 
unquestionably  protect  the  obligee  from  lia- 
bility  in   removing  all  the  coal.    That   is 
manifest,  and  must  be  conceded.     If  we  in- 
sert  the   omitted   words   in   the   condition, 
how  does   it  affect  the  obligors'   liability? 
This,  we  think,  is  apparent.     It  does  not 
prevent  the  obligee  company   from   remov- 
ing all  the  coal,  but  simply  imposes  upon 
it  the  duty  of  care  and  skill  in  the  mining 
operations.    By  virtue   of   its   deeds    from 
the  defendants,  all  the  coal  belongs  to  the 
plaintiff  company,  as  is  conceded,  and  this 
obligation     indemnifies     the     company     as 
against  the  surface  owner  in  removing  all 
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of  it.  If,  however,  by  the  careless  use  of 
explosives,  or  the  negligent  or  unskilful  use 
of  any  other  means  in  mining  the  coal,  the 
company's  employees,  regardless  of  the  quan- 
tity of  coal  they  may  remove  or  leave 
in  place,  should  break  the  surface,  the  de- 
fendants' obligation  wil  afford  the  obligee 
no  protection,  and  the  company  would  be 
compelled  to  stand  the  loss.  Hence  it  is 
manifest  that  the  words  "skilful  and  care- 
ful" in  the  obligation  refer  to  the  manner 
or  method  of  working  the  stratum  or  vein 
of  coal,  and  not  to  the  quantum  of  coal 
which  the  owner  may  remove  or  leave  in 
place  to  support  the  surface. 

Our  own  cases,  and  also  the  English  de- 
cisions, recognize  a  distinction  between  a 
failure  to  support  the  surface  and  negli- 
gence in  conducting  the  mining  operations. 
In  Homer  v.  Watson,  79  Pa.  242,  21  Am.  Rep. 
55,  an  action  for  not  supporting  the  surface, 
whereby  the  plaintiff's  mines  adjoining 
those  of  the  defendants  were  flooded,  the 
ruling  of  the  trial  court  was  affirmed  by 
this  court  in  refusing  to  charge  that  the 
defendants  were  not  liable  if  the  jury  found 
the  injuries  were  not  occasioned  by  any 
wanton  or  wilful  acts  and  that  the  defend- 
ants had  conducted  their  mining  opera- 
tions according  to  the  approved,  established, 
and  customary  course  and  practice  of 
mining  in  the  region,  and  without  any  neg- 
ligence in  the  operation  of  mining.  In 
Carlin  ▼.  Chappel,  101  Pa.  348,  47  Am.  Rep. 
722,  the  late  Chief  Justice  Green,  deliver- 
ing the  opinion,  referred  to  this  ruling  in 
the  Horner  Case,  and  recognized  the  same 
distinction,  by  saying  that  it  was  there 
held  that  "the  defendants  would  be  respon- 
sible .  .  .  without  any  reference  to 
actual  negligence  or  want  of  skill  in  the 
miners."  He  also  says  that  "it  will  here  be 
seen  [referring  to  a  quotation  from  a  text- 
book] that  the  right  of  the  surface  owner 
is  delared  to  be  a  right  to  absolute  support, 
and  that  when  such  a  right  exists  it  is 
of  no  consequence  with  what  degree  of 
skill  and  prudence  the  mine  owner  con- 
ducts his  operations."  And  in  Pringle  v. 
Vesta  Coal  Co.  172  Pa.  438,  33  Atl.  690, 
this  court  recognizes  the  distinction,  and 
says  that  the  owner  of  the  coal  is  re- 
sponsible for  failing  to  support  the  sur- 
face, whether  the  injury  results  "from  neg- 
ligence in  conducting  his  mining  opera- 
tions, or  from  failure  to  properly  and  suffi- 
ciently support  the  surface."  The  English 
cases  cited  above  also  recognize  the  distinc- 
tion between  negligent,  and  careless  mining 
operations  and  failure  to  leave  sufficient  coal 
in  place  to  support  the  overlying  surface. 
The  declaration  in  those  cases  laid  the 
cause  of  action  as  having  been  "wrongfully, 
carelessly,  negligently,  and  improperly,  and 
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without  leaving  any  proper  or  sufficient 
pillars  or  suppprts  in  that  behalf/'  Lord 
Campbell  in  Humphries  v.  Brogden,  in  com- 
menting on  Harris  v.  Rydingt  says,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  excerpt  from  his  opinion  quot- 
ed above:  "The  Barons,  in  the  very  com- 
prehensive and  masterly  judgments  which 
they  delivered  seriatim,  seem  all  to  have 
thought  that  the  reservation  of  the  min- 
erals would  not  have  justified  the  defend- 
ant in  depriving  the  surface  of  a  complete 
support,  however  carefully  he  might  have 
proceeded  in  removing  them." 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  words  "skilful 
and  careful  mining/'  used  in  the  defend- 
ants* obligation  of  February  29,  1892,  re- 
late to  the  manner  of  working  the  coal,  and 
do  not  impose  upon  the  plaintiff  company, 
in  operating  the  coal,  the  dutj*  of  leaving 
proper  and  sufficient  supports  for  the  sur- 
face. If,  therefore,  the  plaintiff  exercise 
care  and  skill  in  its  mining  operations,  it 
may  mine  and  remove  all  the  coal,  and 
the  defendants  must  indemnify  the  com- 
pany against  any  damage  resulting  from 
injury  to  the  surface  which  it  may  be 
compelled  to  pay  the  surface  owner. 

In  explanation  of  the  apparent  delay  in 
handing  down  this  opinion,  the  writer  may 
be  permitted  to  say  that  the  case  has  been 
but  recently  assigned  to  him. 

The  assignments  of  error  are  sustained, 
and  the  judgment  is  reversed  with  a  pro- 
cedendo. 


J.,  dissenting: 
The  judgment  below  in  favor  of  the  de- 
fendants was  on  their  demurrer  to  the 
plaintiff's  statement.  When  it  was  nego- 
tiating with  the  appellees  and  two  others, 
now  deceased,  for  the  purchase  of  certain 
coal  lands,  the  ownership  of  the  surface 
was  in  third  parties,  and  it  "declined  to 
purchase  unless  it,  the  said  Youghiogheny 
River  Coal  Company,  was  properly  pro- 
tooted  and  indemnified  from  any  liability 
for  damage  which  might  result  to  the  sur- 
face lands  overlying  said  tract  of  coal,  or 
to  the  improvements  thereon,  in  the  skilful 
and  careful  mining  and  taking  away  of  said 
coal  without  surface  support."  Immedi- 
ately following  this  averment  is  one  that 
the  appellees,"  to  induce  the  said  Yough- 
iogheny River  Coal  Company  to  purchase 
said  coal  lands,  stipulated  with  it  that  they 
would  make  and  execute  an  ap^reement 
in  writing:  to  well  and  truly  protect  and  in- 
demnify it,  the  said  Youghiogheny  River 
Coal  Company,  from  any  liability  or  dam- 
age which  might  result  to  the  surface  land 
overlying  the  said  tract  of  coal,  or  to  the 
improvements  thereon,  by  reaf»on  of  the  skil- 
ful and  careful  mining  and  taking  away  of 
s'lifl  ponl.'*  The  agroomeiit  in  writing  sub- 
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sequently  given  by  the  vendors  was  that  they 
would  "well  and  truly  protect  and  indemni- 
fy said  Youghiogheny  River  Coal  Company 
from  any  liability  for  any  damage  whicli 
may  result  to  the  surface  of  the  tracts  of 
land  overlying  the  coal  land  purchased  by 
said  coal  company  from  said  obligors  and 
others,  or  to  improvements  thereon,  by 
reason  of  the  skilful  and  careful  min- 
ing and  taking  away  of  the  said  coal." 
It  will  at  once  be  observed  that,  though 
the  averment  of  the  appellant  is  that 
it  had  insisted  upon  indemnity  against 
liability  for  damage  done  to  the  surface  in 
not  giving  the  same  support,  the  admission 
is  that  the  indemnity  given  and  received  by 
it  was  from  liability  for  damages  to  the 
surface  owner  simply  from  the  skilful  and 
careful  mining  and  taking  away  of  coal. 
There  is  no  agreement  to  indemnify  it  if  the 
surface  should  subside  in  consequence  of 
the  vendee's  failure  to  furnish  sufficient 
support.  Though  such  an  indemnity  had 
been  asked  for,  it  was  not  given,  and  it  is 
not  reasonable  to  suppose  it  would  have 
been  given  by  the  appellees  if  the  appellant 
had  persisted  in  making  it  a  condition  of 
the  sale.  In  the  suit  brought  against  it  by 
R.  G.  Greenawalt,  the  surface  owner,  there 
was  a  recovery  against  the  appellant,  and 
the  averment  of  its  cause  of  action  against 
the' appellees  is  that  he  had  recovered  upon 
his  allegation  and  proof  that  it  had  not  sup- 
ported his  surface  lands  in  its  mining  oper- 
ations. For  what  he  recovered  from  it,  it 
now  seeks  to  recover  from  the  appellees  on 
what  it  terms  the  indemnity  agreement. 

The  situation  to  my  mind  is  entirely  free 
from  difficulty.  Though  appellant's  aver- 
ment is  that  it  had  mined  "in  a  careful  and 
skilful  manner,"  its  distinct  admission  is 
that  the  injuries  sustained  by  Greenawalt 
were  due  entirely  to  its  failure  to  support 
his  surface.  If,  as  the  surface  or  upper 
owner,  he  had  sustained  injury  in  connec- 
tion with  what  may  have  been  the  appel- 
lant's careful  and  skilful  mining, — if,  by 
way  of  illustration,  an  upper  vein  of  coal 
belonging  to  him  had  been  damaged  in  such 
mining, — the  right  of  the  appellant  to  recov- 
er from  the  appellees  what  it  had  been  com- 
pelled to  pay  him  could  not  be  questioned; 
but  when  the  injuries  sustained  were  due 
solely  to  its  failure  to  observe  the  absolute 
duty  owed  by  it  to  the  surface  owner,  and 
from  the  consequences  of  a  disregard  of 
which  it  had  not  been  indemnified  by  the 
appellees,  though  they  had  been  asked  for 
such  indemnity,  it  is  equally  clear  that 
there  is  no  liability  from  them  to  it.  Its 
skilful  mining  is  not  involved  in  its  ^laim 
as  set  forth  in  the  statement  of  its  cause 
of  action.  The  owner  of  a  mineral  estate, 
in  the  absence  of  any  agrceimiQt  to  the  con- 
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trary  between  him  and  the  upper  owner, 
owes  a  servitude  to  the  superincumbent  es- 
tate of  sufficient  support,  and  a  failure  to 
sufficiently  support  that  estate  is  negligence. 
Jones  V,  Wagner,  66  Pa.  429,  5  Am.  Rep. 
385.  The  duty  of  furnishing  sufficient  sup- 
port is  an  absolute  one,  and  the  rule  enfor- 
cing it  is  not  only  #igid,  but  has  long  been 
well  known  through  many  of  our  cases,  one 
of  the  latest  being  "Noonan  v.  Pardee,  200 
Pa.  474,  65  L.  R.  A.  410,  86  Am.  St.  Rep. 
722,  50  Atl.  255,  in  which  our  Brother  Dean 
not  only  clearly,  but  forcefully,  says :  "Where 
there  has  been  a  horizontal  division  of  the 
land,  the  owner  of  the  subjacent  estate, 
coal  or  other  mineral,  owes  to  the  superin- 
cumbent owner  a  right  of  support.  This 
is  an  absolute  right  arising  out  of  the  own- 
ership of  the  surface.  Good  or  bad  mining 
in  no  way  affects  the  responsibility;  what 
the  surface  owner  has  a  right  to  demand 
is  sufficient  support,  even  if,  to  that  end, 
it  be  necessary  to  leave  every  pound  of  coal 
untouched  under  his  land.  Berwind  v. 
Barnes,  13  W.  N.  C.  541;  also  the  English 
case,  Harris  v.  Ryding,  5  Mees.  &  W.  60,  in 
which  Baron  Parke  uses  this  language:  'I 


do  not  mean  to  say  that  all  the  coal  does 
not  belong  to  the  defendants,  but  they  cannot 
get  it  without  leaving  sufficient  support.' 
We  have  followed  rigidly  this  rule,  as  thus 
tersely  suggested,  in  all  our  decisions  on 
the  subject,  and  they  have  been  many.  Of 
course,  defendant  had  a  right  to  all  the  coal 
under  this  lot,  but  he  had  no  right  to  take 
any  of  it  if  thereby  necessarily  the  surface 
caved  in.  The  measure  of  his  enjoyment 
of  his  right  must  be  determined  by  the 
measure  of  his  absolute  duty  to  the  owner 
of  the  surface.  So  there  is  nothing  gained 
by  adducing  evidence  of  good  or  bad  min- 
ing, or  by  a  discussion  of  that  subject" 

Sufficient  support  was  not  given  to  Green- 
await  by  the  appellant,  and,  as  the  terms 
of  the  agreement  to  indemnify  do  not  ex- 
tend to  its  Admitted  negligence,  no  right  of 
action  to  recover  from  the  appellees  is  dis- 
closed in  its  statement,  and  the  judgment 
on  the  demurrer  ought  to  be  affirmed.  I 
am  utterly  at  a  loss  to  understand  how  any^ 
other  conclusion  can  follow  an  examination 
of  the  pleadings. 

Deaa,  J.,  joins  in  this  dissent 


NEBRASKA  SUPREME  COURT, 


Michael  Francis  CLANCY,  Plff.  in  Err,, 

V, 

George  E.  BARKER  et  aL 
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*1.  In  recelvins  a  Kuent  Into  bin  botel, 

a  hotel  keeper  Impliedly  undertakes  that  such 
guest  shall  be  treated  with  due  coosideration 
for  his  comfort  and  safety. 

*HeadDotes  by  Albert,  C. 


2.  A  trespass  committed  npon  the  neat 
In  the  Hotel  bjr  a  servant  of  the 
proprietor,  whether  actively  engaged  In 
the  discharge  of  his  duties  at  the  time  or  not. 
Is  a  breach  of  such  Implied  undertaking,  for 
which  the  proprietor  is  liable  in  damages. 

3.  It  Is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  an- 
tliorlty  of  a  hired  manaarer  of  a  hotel 
to  blud  his  employer  by  admissions  concerning, 
such  trespass  after  It  had  been  committed. 

4.  When  snch  admissions  are  made  a 
day  after  the  trespass,  and  only  remote- 


NoTB. — Liability    of    innkeeper    for    injury    to 
guest  hy  servant. 

The  cases  which  have  considered  the  liabil- 
ity of  an  innkeeper  for  an  injury  by  his  ser- 
vant to  a  guest  are  very  few.  Though  there 
are  many  loose  statements  in  the  books  that 
the  liability  of  an  Innkeeper  for  the  safety  and 
comfort  of  his  guests  Is  the  same  as  that  of  a 
carrier,  no  court  which  has  had  the  question 
before  It  for  decision  has  extended  the  liability 
thus  far,  except  in  the  Nebraska  case  of 
Clancy  v.  Barkhb,  holding  an  innkeeper  liable 
for  an  injury  to  a  guest  by  the  servant  whether 
the  latter  was  actively  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties  or  not,  such  injury  being 
held  a  breach  of  the  innkeeper's  implied  con- 
tract that  the  guest  shall  be  treated  with  due 
consideration  for  his  safety  and  comfort.  In 
a  case  brought  in  the  Federal  court  to  recover 
for  tl^  same  injury  this  holding  Is  disapproved 
of,  and  it  Is  held  that  the  limit  of  the  liability 
of  an  Innkeeper  is  the  exercise  of  reasonable 
care  for  the  safety,  comfort,  and  entertain- 
ment of  his  guests.  And  this  the  court  states 
09  L.  R.  A. 


was  the  general  rule  of  law  governing  the 
liability  of  innkeepers  before  the  decision  in 
the  Nebraska  case,  which  had  received  the  ap- 
proval of  every  court  which  had  ever  decided 
the  question. 

Before  the  decision  of  the  Nebraska  case  It 
had  been  held,  however,  that  an  Innkeeper  must 
respond  in  damages  for  the  malicious  act  of  his. 
servant  in  wantonly  and  ruthlessly  assaulting 
a  guest.  Overstreet  v.  Moser,  88  Mo.  App.  72. 
And  there  is  nothing  in  the  opinion  to  show 
that  the  court  intended  to  limit  this  liability  lo- 
an assault  committed  by  the  servant  while  en- 
gaged in  the  execution  of  his  duty  toward  the 
master,  though  it  was  alleged  In  the  argument 
of  counsel  that  the  servant  was  acting  within 
the  line  of  his  duties,  and  that  he  was  to  nse 
his  Judgment  as  to  when  it  was  necessary  to 
expel  people  from  the  hotel,  and  what  force 
should  be  used.  In  the  statement  it  is  also  said 
that  the  evidence  showed  that  the  servant  was 
a  burly,  strong  man  with  a  violent  temper, 
and  that  this  fact  was  known  to  the  master, 
and  one  of  the  instructions  In  the  lower  court 
was    to    the    effect    that    the    Jury    must  And 
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Ijr  connected  therewith,  they  are  not  admls- 
Bible  in  eTldence  as  a  part  of  the  ret  ge^ta. 
On  Rehearing, 

fS.  Tbe  relation  of  master  and  serr-ant 
does  not  render  the  master  liable  for 
the  torts  of  the  servant,  unless  connected 
with  his  duties  as  such  servant  or  within  the 
scope  of  his  employment. 

6.  It  is  tbe  dnty  of  a  botel  keeper  to 
protect  bis  snests  while  In  his  hotel 
against  the  assaults  of  employees  who  assist 
in  the  conduct  of  the  hotel  and  in  the  care 
and  accommodation  of  the  guests.  If  damages 
result  from  such  assault,  the  hotel  keeper  is 
liable  therefor. 

(Bamee,  J,,  diseents.) 

(February  4,   1904.) 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  for  Douglas 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
defendants  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  injuries  to  plaintiff's  son  for 
which  defendants  were  alleged  to  be  respon- 
sible. Reversed  except  as  to  defendant  Bar- 
ker, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

tRehearing  headnotes  by  Sedgwick,  J. 


Mr.  John  O.  Telsev,  for  plaintiff  in 
error: 

Innkeepers,  common  carriers,  and  similar 
institutions  are  governed  by  the  same  prin- 
ciples of  law. 

Crdker  v.  Chicago  d  N,  W,  R.  Co,  36  Wis. 
671,  17  Am.  Rep.  504;  Bass  v.  Chicago  d 
N.  W,  R.  Co,  36  Wis.  469,  17  Am.  Rep.  4»6; 
Mastad  v.  Swedish  Brethren,  83  Minn.  42, 
53  L.  R.  A.  803,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  446,  85  N. 
W.  913;  Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507, 
24  L.  R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St  Rep.  440,  34  N. 
E.  510,  36  N.  E.  1;  Norcross  v.  Norcross, 
53  Me.  169;  Pinkerton  v.  Woodward,  33 
Cal.  685,  91  Am.  Dec.  667;  Com,  v.  Power, 
7  Met.  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  465;  Russell  v. 
Fagan,  7  Houst.  (Del.  )  396,  8  Atl.  258; 
Hulett  V.  Simft,  42  Barb.  254;  Pullman  Pal- 
ace Car  Co.  V.  Lowe,  28  Neb.  239,  6  L.  R.  A. 
809,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  325,  44  N.  W.  228. 

Common  carriers,  innkeepers,  and  such 
public  hosts  are  liable  to  their  guests  for 
misconduct  of  their  servants,  resulting  in 
personal  injury  or  abuse  of  such  persons, 
who  are  entitled  to  special  care  and  atten- 
tion. 


for  the  plaintiff  if  they  believed  that  he  went 
to  the  hotel  as  a  guest,  and  that  tbe  servant, 
while  acting  as  the  agent  or  employee  of  the 
innkeeper,  and  in  the  execution  of  the  duties 
which  he  had  been  employed  to  perform,  made 
the  assault  upon  the  plaintiff.  Taking  all  the 
facts  into  consideration,  it  may  be  that  the 
court  intended  to  limit  its  decision  to  cases 
where  the  wrongful  act  was  committed  while 
the  servant  was  engaged  in  the  performance 
of  ifls  duties ;  but  the  language  of  the  opinion 
is  broad  enough  to  cover  cases  where  an  inn- 
keeper Is  attempted  to  be  held  liable  for  acts 
of  his  servants  outside  the  scope  of  their  duties. 

In  Rommel  v.  Schambacher,  120  Pa.  579,  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  11  Atl.  779,  there  is  a 
dictum  that  where  one  enters  a  saloon  or  tavern 
open  for  the  entertainment  of  the  public  the 
proprietor  Is  bound  to  see  that  he  is  properly 
protected  from  the  assaults  or  insults,  as  well 
of  those  who  are  in  his  employ,  as  of  the 
drunken  and  malicious  men  whom  he  may 
choose  to  harbor.  The  declaration  In  this  case 
charf^cd  a  liability  of  the  defendant  as  a  tavern 
keeper  to  the  plaintiff  as  his  guest,  but  the 
wrongful  act  was  committed  not  by  a  servant, 
but  by  another  guest,  and  the  facts  of  the 
case  are  such  as  to  render  it  of  no  value  on  the 
question  which  is  the  subject  of  this  note. 

In  Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507,  24 
L.  R.  A.  483.  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  34  N.  B. 
506,  35  N.  E.  1,  it  is  also  said,  obiter,  that 
common  carriers,  innkeepers,  and  others  who 
Invite  the  publid  to  become  their  patrons  and 
guests,  owe  a  special  duty  to  those  who  may 
accept  such  Invitations;  and  that  such  patrons 
and  guests  have  a  right  to  ask  that  they  shall 
be  protected  from  Injury  while  present  on  such 
Invitation,  and  particularly  that  they  shall  not 
suffer  wrong  from  the  agents  and  servants  of 
those  who  have  invited  them. 

In  Wade  v.  Thayer,  40  Cal.  578,  It  is  held 
that  an  Innkeeper  is  liable  for  the  actual  dam- 
acre  suffered  by  a  guest  through  an  assault  com- 
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mitted  upon  him  by  servants  in  the  performance 
of  their  duties  as  servants,  even  though  tbe 
master  was  not  present  and  in  no  manner  con- 
sented to,  or  aided  in,  the  assault;  but  that 
he  is  not  liable  for  their  wanton  and  malicious 
acts  committed  without  his  consent  or  approval. 

So,  an  innkeeper  Is  not  responsible  for  a 
malicious  assault  upon  a  guest  while  seated  at 
the  dining  table,  by  a  dining-room  waiter, 
where  the  master  was  not  negligent  either  in 
employing  or  retaining  the  waiter  In  his 
service.  Rahmel  v.  Lehndorff,  142  Cal.  681. 
65  L.  R.  A.  88,  100  Am.  St.  Rep.  154,  76 
Pac.  659.  It  is  said  in  this  case  that  an  inn- 
keeper is  no  doubt  guilty  of  negligence  if  he  ad- 
mits to  his  hotel,  or  -permits  to  remain  there, 
whether  as  guest  or  servant,  a  person  of  known 
violent  and  disorderly  propensities,  who  will 
probably  assault  or  otherwise  maltreat  his 
guest,  and  that  for  the  consequence  of  such 
negligence  he  mny  be  liable  in  damages;  but 
that  the  plain  ground  of  his  liability  In  such 
case  would  be  his  negligence  in  harboring  per- 
sons dangerous  to  the  peace  and  comfort  of 
those  persons  for  whose  comfort  he  is  bound 
to  provide. 

And  an  Innkeeper  Is  not  liable  to  a  guest  for 
an  assault  committed  upon  him  b^  a  servant, 
which  Is  the  result  of  a  personal  altercation 
or  quarrel  between  the  servant  and  the  guest, 
and  Is  not  done  in  carrying  out  the  master's 
business,  nor  by  his  consent,  and  Is  not  rati- 
fied by  him  after  Its  occurrence.  Curtis  v.  Din- 
neen,  4  Dak.  245,  30  N.  W.  148. 

In  Calye's  Case,  8  Coke,  d2a,  335,  It  Is  said 
that  if  a  guest  be  beaten  in  the  inn,  the  Inn- 
keeper shall  not  answer  for  it;  and  this  state- 
ment has  been  frequently  cited  as  authority  for 
holding  that  an  innkeeper  Is  not  liable  for  an 
assault  committed  upon  a  guest  by  a  servant. 
But  the  statement  is  a  mere  dictum,  the  case 
not  Involving  the  question  of  liability  for 
personal   injury  to  a  guest  at  all. 

F.  H.  L. 
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Russell  V.  Pagan,  7  Houst.  (Del.)  392,  8 
Atl.  258 ;  Mason  v.  Thompson,  9  Pick.  283, 
20  Am.  Dec.  471;  Pinkerton  v.  Woodward, 
33  Cal.  557,  91  Am.  Dec.  657 ;  8t.  Louis,  A.  d 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Dalby,  19  111.  367. 

The  identical  reasons  exist  for  holdinp^  a 
hotel  keeper  liable  for  such  conduct  which 
are  assigned  for  holding  common  carriers 
and  other  public  servants  liable  to  the  same 
extent.  Innkeepers,  like  the  other  various 
hosts  are  under  a  oommon-Iaw  contract  of 
hospitality.  This  contract  guarantees  that 
the  innkeeper  will  do  all  in  his  power  to 
prevent  any  harm,  injury,  or  insult  from 
befalling  his  guests  from  any  fellow  guest  or 
stranger,  and  absolutely  guarantees  that  he 
and  his  servants  will  not  themselves  mistreat 
them. 

It  would  be  ridiculous  to  say  that  the  inn- 
keeper would  be  liable  if  his  servants  saw  a 
guest  being  mistreated  and  injured  in  the 
inn,  and  did  not  prevent  it,  being  able  to  do 
so,  and  yet  to  say  that  the  servants  charged 
with  this  duty  on  behalf  of  the  innkeeper 
could  themselves  do  what  they  could  not  suf- 
fer a  third  person  to  do. 

Common  carriers  are  under  this  liability. 

Lhmnelle  v.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R,  R.  Co. 
120  N.  Y.  122,  8  L.  R.  A.  224,  17  Am.  St.  Rep. 
611,  24  N.  E.  319;  Pittsburgh,  Ft,  W.  d  C. 
R.  Co.  V.  Hinds,  53  Pa.  515,  91  Am.  Dec. 
224;  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk  R.  Co.  57  Me 
214,  2  Am.  Rep.  39;  Jeffersonville  R.  Co. 
V.  Rogers,  38  Ind.  126,  10  Am.  Rep.  103; 
Chamberlain  v.  Chandler,  3  Mason,  245,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  2,575;  Pendleton  v.  Kinsley,  3 
Cliff.  417,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,922;  Bryant  v. 
Rich,  106  Mass.  188,  8  Am.  Rep.  311;  Chi- 
cago d  E.  R.  Co.  V.  Flexman,  103  111.  548, 
42  Am.  Rep.  33;  Pick  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W. 
R.  Co.  68  Wis.  471,  60  Am.  Rep.  878,  32  N. 
W.  527;  Miltcaukee  d  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Finney, 
10  Wis.  388;  Weed  v.  Panama  R.  Co.  17 
N.  Y.  364,  72  Am.  Dec.  474:  Terre  Haute 
d  I.  R.  Co.  V.  Jackson,  81  Ind.  21;  8pohn 
V.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  87  Mo.  74;  Nieto  v. 
Clark,  1  Cliff.  145,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,282; 
Stewart  v.  Brooklyn  d  C.  T.  R.  Co.  90  N. 
Y.  592,  43  Am.  R<^p.  185:  St,  Louis,  A.  d 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Dalby.  19  111.  370;  MaVach  v. 
Ridley,  24  Abb.  N.  C.  182,  9  N.  Y.  Supp.  922. 

Also  sleeping  car  companies. 

Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Lowe,  28  Neb. 
239,  6  L.  R.  A.  809,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  325, 
44  N.  W.  226;  Campbell  v.  Pullman  Palace 
Car  Co.  42  Fed.  485;  Williams  v.  Pullman 
Palace  Car  Co.  40  La.  Ann.  421,  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  538,  4  So.  85;  Heenrich  v.  Pullma/n 
Palace  Car  Co.  20  Fed.  104;  Nevin  v.  Pull- 
man Palace  Car  Co.  106  111.  230,  46  Am. 
Rep.  688. 

Also  proprietors  of  theaters  and  shows. 

Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507,  24  L. 
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R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  34  N.  E. 
510,  35  N.  E.  1. 

Also  proprietors  of  saloons  as  taverns  or 
inns. 

Rommel  v.  Schambacher,  120  Pa.  579, 
6  Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  11  Atl.  779;  MaMad 
V.  Swedish  Brethren,  83  Minn.  42,  63  L.  R. 
A.  803,  85  Am.  St.  Rep.  446,  85  N.  W.  913. 

Also  proprietors  of  stores,  express  com- 
panies, and  such  public  places. 

Stcinarton  v.  LcBoutillier,  7  Misc.  640, 
28  N.  Y.  Supp.  53;  Mallach  v.  Ru.ley,  24 
Abb.  N.  C.  181,  9  N.  Y.  Supp.  922;  Rioh- 
berger  v.  American  Exp.  Co.  73  Miss.  170, 
31  L.  R.  A.  390,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  522,  18 
So.  922;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Divinney 
(Kan.)  69  Pac.  352. 

Also  innkeepers. 

Overstreet  v.  Moser,  88  Mo.  App.  72; 
Tousey  v.  Roberts,  21  Jones  &  S.  446; 
Wade  V.  Thayer,  40  Cal.  578;  Gilbert  v. 
Hoffman,  66  Iowa,  206,  55  Am.  Rep.  263, 
23  N.  W.  632;  Weeks  v.  McNulty,  101  Tenn. 
499,  43  L.  R.  A.  185,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  693, 
48  S.  W.  809. 

Even  under  the  principle  of  master  and 
servant,  defendants  are  liable  for  the  inju- 
ries of  which  complaint  is  made. 

Evans  v.  Davidson,  53  Md.  248,  36  Am. 
Rep.  400;  Ellegard  v.  Ackland,  43  Minn. 
352,  45  N.  W.  715;  Gilmartin  v.  New  York, 
55  Barb.  245 ;  Baxter  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d 
P.  R.  Co.  87  Iowa,  495,  64  N.  W.  350; 
Heenrich  v.  Pullman  Palace  Car  Co,  20  Fed. 
100,  Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507,  24 
L.  R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  34  N.  E. 
510,  35  N.  E.  1;  Ooff  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
Co.  3  El.  &  El.  673. 

The  real  question  is.  Was  the  person  in- 
flicting the  injury  a  servant,  subject  to  con- 
trol, and  intending  to  serve  his  master,  in- 
stead of  acting  for  himself? 

Si.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  8.  R.  Co.  r.  Haokett, 
58  Ark.  388,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  106,  24  S.  W. 
881;  Gunderson  v.  Northioestem  Elevator 
Co.  47  Minn.  163,  49  N.  W.  694;  Garreizen 
V.  Duenckel,  50  Mo.  107,  11  Am.  Rep.  405; 
Hardegg  v.  Willards,  12  Misc.  18,  33  N.  Y. 
Supp.  25;  McKinley  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  44  Iowa,  318,  24  Am.  Rep.  748;  Toledo, 
W.  d  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Harmon,  47  111.  298,  96 
Am.  Dec.  489;  Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  v. 
Derby,  14  How.  486,  14  L.  ed.  509;  North- 
icestcm  R.  Co.  v.  Hack,  66  111.  238;  Cohen 
V.  Dry  Dock,  E.  B.  d  B.  R.  Co.  69  N.  Y.  170; 
Bryant  v.  Rich,  106  Mass.  lt;8,  8  Am.  Rep. 
311;  Missouri,  K.  d  T.  R.  Co.  v.  Edwardn 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  67  S.  W.  891;  Dupre  ▼. 
Childs,  52  App.  Div.  308,  65  N.  Y.  Supp. 
179;  Foxclcr  v.  Holmes,  24  N.  Y.  S.  R. 
299,  3  N.  Y.  Supp.  816;  Noblesville  d  E, 
Gravel  Road  Co.  v.  Cause,  76  Ind.  142,  40 
Am.  Rep.  224. 

With  the  evidence  8howing-.^hat  ther  porter 
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or  bell  boy  was  in  the  hotel  where  he  was  a 
menial  servant,  and  using  language  which 
would  indicate  that  he  was  protecting  his 
master's  property,  a  prima  facie  case  is 
made. 

Cleveland  v.  Newsom,  45  Mich.  62,  7  N. 
W.  222;  Doherty  v.  Lord,  8  Misc.  228,  28 
N.  Y.  Supp.  720;  Edgeworth  v.  Wood,  58 
N.  J.  L.  463,  33  Atl.  940;  McOoun  v.  New 
York  O.  d  H,  R.  R,  Co.  68  Barb.  338;  Mott 
V.  Consumers'  Ice  Co.  73  N.  Y.  548;  Rtch- 
herger  v.  American  Exp.  Co.  73  Miss.  169, 
31  L.  H.  A.  390,  55  Am.  St.  Rep.  522,  18 
8o.  922. 

Mr.  William  A.  Bediok,  for  defendants 
in  error: 

Even  common  carriers  are  not  held  to  the 
liability  of  an  insurer.  They  are  required 
to  exercise  the  highest  degree  of  care  and 
skill,  but  they  are  not  insurers. 

Hazard  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  1  Biss. 
503,  Fed.  Gas.  No.  6,275;  Chicago  d  A.  R. 
Co.  V.  Byr^Am,  153  111.  131,  38  N.  E.  578, 
LouisviUe,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pedigo,  108 
Ind.  481,  8  N.  E.  627;  Oilson  v.  Jackson 
County  Horse  R.  Co.  76  Mo.  282;  Missouri 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Baier,  37  Neb.  235,  55  N.  W. 
913. 

Tlie  liability  of  innkeepers  has  not  been 
enlarged.  It  remains  what  it  has  always 
been.  Liability  with  reference  to  the  prop- 
erty of  the  guest  is  that  of  an  insurer,  on 
grounds  of  public  policy. 

Pullma/n  Palaoe  Car  Co.  v.  Lowe,  28  Neb. 
248,  6  L.  R,  A.  809,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  325, 
44  N.  W.  226. 

But  this  strictness  of  liability  ha«  never 
been  held  with  respect  to  the  personal  safety 
of  the  guest,  for  the  obvious  reason  that  the 
guest  is  not  put  in  charge  of  the  innkeeper, 
but  retains  control  of  his  own  movements. 

The  duty  of  an  innkeeper  is  not  to  insure 
the  persons  of  his  guests  against  injuiy, 
but  merely  to  take  reasonable  care  of  their 
persons,  so  that  they  shall  not  be  injured 
by  anything  happening  to  them  through 
his  negligence  while  they  are  his  guests. 

Weeks  v.  MoNulty,  101  Tenn.  499,  43 
L.  R.  A.  186,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  693,  48  S. 
W.  809;  Sandys  v.  Florence,  47  L.  J.  C. 
P.  N.   8.  598. 

The  liability  of  the  innkeeper  is  based 
solely  upon  the  principles  applicable  to  the 
relation  of  master   and  servant. 

Curtis  V.  Dinneen,  4  Dak.  246,  30  N.  W. 
148. 

Liability  exists  only  when  the  servant 
is  acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employ- 
ment. 

Wade  V.  Thayer,  40  Cal.  578;  Com.  v. 
Power,  7  Met.  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  465;  Davis 
v.  Houghtellin,  33  Neb.  582,  14  L.  R.  A. 
737,  50  N.  W.  766;  Curtis  v.  Dinneen^  4 
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Dak.  245,  30  N.  W.  148;  Crimes  v.  Young, 
51  App.  Div.  239,  64  N.  Y.  Supp.  859. 

Where  the  servant,  for  his  own  purposes, 
does  a  wrong  without  the  direction  or  au- 
thority of  the  master,  and  not  for  the  pur- 
pose of  executing  his  orders  or  doing  his 
work,  the  master  is  not  liable. 

Rowell  V.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Co.  68  N.  H. 
358,  44  Atl.  448;  Keating  v.  Michigan  C. 
R.  Co.  97  Mich.  154,  37  Am.  St.  Rep.  328, 
56  N.  W.  346;  Cofield  ▼.  MoCahe,  58  Minn. 
218,  59  N.  W.  1005;  Turley  v.  Boston  d 
M.  R.  Co.  70  N.  H.  348,  47  Atl.  261; 
Marion  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d  P.  R.  Co.  59 
Iowa,  428,  42  Am.  Rep.  36  note,  13  N.  W. 
415;  Qolden  v.  Newhrand,  52- Iowa,  59,  35 
Am.  Rep.  257,  2  N.  W.  537 ;  Chicago  Consol. 
Bottling  Co.  v.  MoGinnis,  86  111.  App.  38; 
Byrne  ▼.  Kansas  City,  Ft.  8.  d  M.  R.  Co. 
24  L.  R.  A.  693,  9  C.  C.  A.  666,  22  U.  S. 
App.  220,  61  Fed.  605;  Reaume  v.  New- 
comb,  124  Mich.  137»  82  N.  W.  806;  Shearm 
&  Redf.  N^.  4th  ed.  p.  148;  Stone  v.  Hills, 
45  Conn.  44,  29  Am.  Rep.  635;  Western 
U.  Teleg.  Co.  v.  MuUins,  44  Neb.  732,  62 
N.  W.  880;  Dolan  v.  Huhinger,  109  Iowa, 
408,  80  N.  W.  514;  Johnson  v.  Pioneer 
Fuel  Co.  72  Minn.  405,  75  N.  W.  719; 
Guille  Y.  Campbell,  200  Pa.  119,  55  L.  R. 
A.  Ill,  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  705,  49  Atl.  938; 
liVinkler  v.  Fisher,  95  Wis.  355,  70  N.  W. 
477;  McClenaghan  v.  Brock,  5  Rich.  L.  17: 
Douglass  v.  Stephens,  18  Mo.  362;  Mogk 
v.   Chicago   City  R.   Co.  80  111.  App.  411. 

The  burden  of  proof  to  show  that  the 
employee  was  acting  within  the  scope  of 
his  employment  is  upon  the  plaintiff. 

Randall  v.  Chicago  d  Q.  T.  R.  Co.  113 
Mich.  116,  38  L.  R.  A.  666,  71  N.  W.  450; 
Raming  v.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  157 
Mo.  477,  50  S.  W.  791,  57  S.  W.  268; 
Rahn  v.  Singer  Mfg.  Co.  26  Fed.  917. 

Albert,  C,  filed  the  following  opinion: 
The  plaintiff,  in  his  petition  filed  in  the 
district  court,  alleges,  in  effect,  that  the 
defendants  were  the  proprietors  of  and 
operated  a  hotel  in  the  city  of  Omaha;  that 
on  the  12th  day  of  January,  1902,  he  en- 
tered such  hotel  with  his  wife  and  infant 
son  for  a  temporary  sojourn  therein,'  where- 
upon he  and  the  said  members  of  his  fam- 
ily were  received  as  guests  in  said  hotel  by 
the  defendants;  that  afterward,  and  while 
they  were  thus  guests  in  said  hotel,  tho 
plaintiff's  infant  son  entered  a  room  of 
the  hotel,  to  speak  or  play  with  a  porter 
or  servant  of  the  defendants,  who  at  the 
time  was  in  said  room.  Then  follow  these 
all^^tions :  "That  the  said  porter  and  serv- 
ant of  defendants  in  said  hotel  in  said  ca- 
pacity at  said  time  violated  all  obligations 
of  hospitality  and  patience  due  from  said 
defendantft,  through  said  servants,  to  said 
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infant  guest,  and  the  defendants  thereby 
violated  their  agreement,  duty,  and  obliga- 
tion of  law  with  and  to  the  plaintiff,  by  the 
following  conduct,  to  wit:  The  said  por- 
ter, in  attempting  to  have  said  infant  son 
of  plaintiff  leave  said  room  and  corridor 
where  defendants  did  not  want  him,  as 
instructed,  and  retire  to  his  mother's  room, 
and  to  have  said  infant  cease  his  childish 
play  and  pretended  annoyance,  carelessly, 
imprudently,  rashly,  unnecessarily,  negli- 
gently, and  foolishly  picked  up  a  revolver, 
and,  pointing  it  at  said  infant,  said,  'If  you 
handle  anything,  this  is  what  I  will  do  to 
you,*  or  similar  words,  calculated  to  frighten 
the  said  infant  out  of  his  natural  and 
hildish  playfulness  and  prevent  his  touching 
any  of  defendants'  property,  or  being  about 
said  room  or  the  halls.  That  the  said  infant 
threw  up  his  hands  when  thus  frightened 
<ind  assaulted,  and,  by  some  means  unknown 
to  this  plaintiff,  the  said  pistol  was  care- 
lessly and  negligently  discharged  by  the 
said  defendants'  servant  as  aforesaid. 
.  .  .  "  The  petition  contains  the  usual 
allegations  as  to  damages.  The  defend- 
ants, by  their  answers,  admit  that  the 
defendant  administrator  and  corporation 
were  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel,  and  were 
operating  it,  as  alleged  in  the  petition; 
that  the  plaintiff  and  his  wife  and  infant 
son  were  received  into  said  hotel  as  guests 
at  the  date  alleged  in  the  petition ;  and  that, 
while  the  plaintiff  and  the  said  members  of 
his  family  were  thus  genesis  at  the  hotel, 
the  son  was  seriously  injured.  But  they 
specifically  deny  that  the  person  described 
in  the  petition  as  their  porter  or  servant 
was  in  their  employ  at  the  time  the  injury 
occurred,  and  that  he  was  on  duty,  or  in 
the  performance  of  any  duty,  as  porter  or 
servant  of  the  defendants,  at  such  time. 
They  also  specifically  deny  that  the  defend- 
ant George  E.  Barker  was  one  of  the  pro- 
prietors of  the  hotel,  or  in  any  way  inter- 
ested in  the  same,  or  the  operation  thereof, 
save  as  president  of  the  defendant  corpo- 
ration. The  evidence  adduced  by  the  plain- 
tiff sufficiently  shows  that  the  plaintiff,  his 
wife,  and  infant  son  became  guests  at  the 
hotel,  intending  to  remain  but  a  short  time ; 
that  about  three  days  after  they  were 
.received  in  the  hotel,  and  while  they  were 
guests  therein,  a  servant  of  the  proprietors 
of  the  hotel,  who  had  waited  upon  the  plain- 
tiff and  the  members  of  his  family  during 
their  stay  at  the  hotel,  was  playing  a  har- 
monica in  a  room  which  was  not  one  of 
those  assigned  to  the  plaintiff  or  any  mem- 
ber of  his  family;  that  the  plaintiff's  infant 
son,  attracted  by  the  music,  entered  the 
room,  the  door  of  which  was  open;  that 
thereupon  the  servant  who  had  been  play- 
ing the  harmonica  took  up  a  revolver,  and 
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pointed  it  at  the  boy,  saying,  "See  here, 
young  fellow,  if  you  touch  anything  this 
is  what  you  get."  The  revolver  by  some 
means  was  then  discharged,  the  ball  strik- 
ing the  boy,  destroying  one  of  his  eyes,,  and 
inflicting  upon  him  other  serious  injuries. 
While  there  is  no  direct  evidence  that  the 
person  who  inflicted  the  injuries  was  in  the 
employ  of  the  proprietors  of  the  iiotel,  the 
evidence  shows  that  he  waited  on  the  guests, 
carried  water  to  their  rooms,  and  rendered 
such  other  services  as  are  usually  rendered 
by  servants  of  a  certain  class  about  a  hotel, 
and  is  amply  sufficient  to  warrant  a  finding 
that  he  was  a  servant  of  the  proprietors, 
and,  for  the  purposes  of  this  case,  would 
have  made  him  such,  perhaps,  in  the  absence 
of  a  contract  of  employment.  There  is  no 
evidence  tending  to  connect  the  defendant 
Greorge  E.  Barker  with  the  operation  of  th«j 
hotel.  At  the  close  of  plaintifi^s  case  the 
court  directed  a  verdict  for  the  defendants, 
and  from  a  judgment  rendered  on  such 
verdict  the  plaintiff  brings  the  record  here 
for  review. 

The  defendants  insist  that,  the  plaintiff 
having  failed  to  allege  that  the  servant  wil- 
fully or  maliciously  inflicted  the  injury,  it 
was  incumbent  on  iiim  to  show  that  the  in- 
juries were  the  result  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  servant  in  the  performance  of 
some  duty  for  which  he  was  employed,  or  in 
the  discharge  of  some  duty  which  the  de- 
fendants owed  the  plaintiff.  We  think  they 
overlook  the  theory  upon  which  this  action 
was  brought  and  prosecuted.  The  plaintiff, 
by  his  petition  and  evidence,  obviously  in- 
tended to  commit  himself  unreservedly  to 
the  theory  that  this  cause  of  action  is  wn 
contractu.  A  contract  is  alleged  in  the 
petition.  The  wrongful  acts  of  the  servant, 
which  resulted  in  injury  to  the  boy,  are 
alleged,  not  for  the  purpose  of  stating  a 
cause  of  action  ex  delicto,  but  for  the  pur- 
pose of  showing  a  breach  of  contract,  and 
consequent  damages. 

This  brings  us  at  once  to  the  question 
whether  the  act  of  the  servant  resulting  in 
the  injuries  complained  of  constitutes  a 
breach  of  the  implied  contract  between  the 
plaintiff  and  the  proprietors  of  the  hotel  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  former  and  his 
family.  By  the  implied  contract  between  a 
hotel  keeper  and  his  guest,  the  former  under- 
takes more  than  merely  to  furnish  the  latter 
with  suitable  food  and  lodging.  There  is 
implied  on  his  part  the  further  under- 
taking that  the  guest  shall  be  treated  with 
due  consideration  for  his  safety  and  comfort. 
Rommel  v.  Schambachcr,  120  Pa.  5711,  6 
Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  11  Atl.  779.  In  Jenrku  v. 
Coleman,  2  Sumn.  221,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,25S, 
Story,  J.  [Shaw,  Ch.  J.,  in  Com.  v.  Power, 
7  Met.  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  465],  said:     ''An 
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owner  of  a  steamboat  or  railroad,  in  this 
respect,  is  in.  a  condition  somewhat  similar 
to  that  of  an  innkeeper,  whose  premises  are 
open  to  all  guests.  Yet  he  is  not  only  em- 
powered, but  he  is  bound,  so  to  regulate  his 
house,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  peace 
and  comfort  of  his  guests  who  there 
seek  repose,  as  to  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  vicinity,  as  to  repress  and  pro- 
hibit all  disorderly  conduct  therein;  and,  of 
course,  he  has  a. right  and  is  bound  to  ex- 
clude from  his  premises  all  disorderly  per- 
sons, and  all  persons  not  conforming  to 
regulations  necessary  and  proper  to  secure 
such  quiet  and  good  order."  The  forego- 
ing language  is  quoted  w^ith  approval  in 
Bass  V.  Chicago  d  N.  TT.  R.  Co.  36  Wis. 
459,  17  Am.  Rep.  495.  Substantially  the 
same  language  is  employed  by  the  court  in 
Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507,  24  L. 
R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  34  N.  E. 
510,  35  N.  E.  1.  See  also  Norcroaa  v.  Nor- 
cross,  53  Me.  169;  Pinkerton  v.  Woodward, 
33  Cal.  685,  91  Am.  Dec.  657;  Com,  v,  Potcer, 
7  Met.  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  465;  Russell  v. 
Pagan,  7  Houst.  (Del.)  396,  8  Atl.  258;  PuU- 
man  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Lowe,  28  Neb.  239, 
6  L.  R.  A.  809,  26  Am.  St.  Rep.  325, 
44  N.  W.  226.  The  foregoing  also  shows 
that  the  duties  of  a  hotel  keeper  to  his 
guests  are  regarded  as  similar  to  Jtihe  com- 
mon-law obligation  of  a  common  carrier 
to  his  passengers.  As  regards  the  duty 
of  a  common  carrier  to  his  passengers,  in 
Dxoinelle  v.  New  York  C,  &  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
120  N.  Y.  122,  8  L.  R.  A.  224,  17  Am.  St. 
Rep.  611,  24  N.  E.  319,  the  court  said:  "As 
we  have  seen,  the  defendant  owed  the  plain- 
tiff the  duty  to  transport  him  to  New  York, 
and  during  its  performance  to  care  for  his 
comfort  and  safety.  This  duty  of  protect- 
ing the  personal  safety  of  the  passenger, 
and  promoting  by  every  reasonable  means 
the  accomplishment  of  his  journey,  is  con- 
tinuous, and  embraces  other  attentions  and 
services  than  the  occasional  service  required 
in  giving  the  passenger  a  seat  or  some 
temporary  accommodation.  Hence,  whatever 
is  done  by  the  carrier  or  its  servants  which 
interferes  with  or  injures  the  health  or 
strength  or  person  of  the  traveler,  or  pre- 
vents the  accomplishment  of  his  journey  in 
the  most  reasonable  and  speedy  manner,  is 
a  violation  of  the  carrier's  contract,  and  he 
must  be  held  responsible  for  it."  To  the 
same  effect  are  the  following:  Pittsburgh, 
Ft.  W.  d  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Hinds,  53  Pa.  515, 
J91  Am.  Dec.  224;  Goddard  v.  Grand  Trunk 
R.  Co.  57  Me.  214,  2  Am.  Rep.  39;  Cham- 
herlain  v.  Chandler,  3  Mason,  245,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  2,575;  Pendleton  v.  Kinsley,  3  Cliff. 
417,  Fed.  Caa.  No.  10,922;  Bryant  v.  Rich, 
106  Mass.  188,  8  Am.  Rep.  311;  Chicago 
d  E.  R.  Co.  V.  Flexman,  103  111.  548,  42 
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Am.  Rep.  33;  Southern  Kansas  R.  Co.  v. 
Rice,  38  Kan.  398,  5  Am.  St.  Rep.  766,  16 
Pac.  817.  An  examination  of  the  foregoing 
cases  will  show,  we  think,  that  the  reason- 
ing applies  with  equal  force  to  a  hotel 
keeper,  as  regards  his  duties  to  his  guests. 
Those  duties  spring  from  the  implied  terms 
of  his  contract,  and  a  failure  to  discharge 
them,  while  it  may  in  some  instances 
amount  to  a  tort,  amounts  in  every  instance 
to  a  breach  of  contract. 

If,  then,  the  defendants  were  under  a  con- 
tractual obligation  that  the  plaintiff  and 
his  family  should  be  treated  with  due  con- 
sideration for  their  comfort  and  safety,  the 
act  of  the  servant,  resulting  in  the  injuries 
complained  of,  obviously  amounts  to  a 
breach  of  contract.  That  the  wrongful  act 
was  committed  by  a  servant  is  wholly  im- 
material. The  rule  which  requires  that  a 
guest  at  a  hotel  be  treated  with  due  con- 
jsideration  for  his  comfort  and  safety  would 
be  of  little  value  if  limited  to  the  propri- 
etor himself.  As  a  rule,  he  does  not  come 
in  contact  w*ith  the  guests.  His  undertak- 
ing is  not  that  he  personally  shall  treat 
tliem  with  due  consideration,  but  that  they 
shall  be  so  treated  while  inmates  of  the 
hotel  as  guests;  and,  if  they  be  not  thus 
treated,  there  is  a  breach  of  the  im- 
plied contract,  whether  the  lack  of  such 
treatment  is  the  result  of  some  act  or 
omission  of  the  proprietor  himself,  or  of 
his  servant  or  servants. 

Neither  do  we  deejn  it  material  whether 
the  servant  at  the  time  of  the  injury  was 
actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duty  as  servant  or  not.  He  was  a  servant 
of  the  proprietor,  and  an  inmate  of  the  ho- 
tel. His  duty  as  to  the  treatment  to  be 
accorded  the  guests  of  the  hotel  was  a  con- 
tinuing one,  and  rested  upon  him  wherever, 
within  the  hotel,  he  was  brought  in  contact 
with  them.  To  hold  otherwise  would  be  to 
say  that  a  guest  would  have  no  redress  for 
any  manner  of  indignity  received  at  a  hotel, 
so  long  as  it  was  inflicted  by  a  servant 
not  actively  engaged  in  the  discharge 
of  some  duty.  The  following  from  Dwindle 
V.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  120  N.  Y. 
122,  8  L.  R,  A.  224,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  611, 
24  N.  E.  319,  is  peculiarly  applicable  at 
this  point:  "The  idea  that  the  servant 
of  a  carrier  of  persons  may,  in  the  intervals 
between  rendering  personal  services  to  the 
passenger  for  his  accommodation,  assault 
the  person  of  the  passenger,  destroy  his  con- 
sciousness and  disable  him  from  further 
pursuit  of  his  journey,  is  not  consistent 
with  the  duty  that  the  carrier  owes  to  the 
passenger,  and  is  little  less  than  monstrous. 
While  this  general  duty  rested  upon  the 
defendant  to  protect  the  person  of  the  pas- 
senger during  the  entire  perfopnanec  of  the 
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contract,  it  signifies  but  little  or  nothing 
whether  the  servant  had  or  liad  not  com- 
pleted the  temporary  or  particular  service 
he  .was  performing,  or  had  completed 
the  performance  of  it,  when  the  blow 
was  struck.  The  blow  was  given  by  a  serv- 
ant of  the  defendant  while  the  defendant 
was  performing  its  contract  to  carry  safeiy 
and  to  protect  the  person  of  the  plaintiif, 
and  was  a  violation  of  such  contract." 

It  is  equally  immaterial  to  this  case,  we 
think,  whether  the  shooting  was  accidental 
or  wilful.  The  servant,  in  pointing  a  load- 
ed gun  at  the  boy,  committed  a  trespass, 
and,  as  a  result  of  such  trespass,  inflicted 
serious  and  permanent  injuries  on  the  child. 
His  acts,  therefore,  constitute  a  breach  of 
the  implied  undertaking  of  his  employers 
to  treat  the  plaintiff  and  his  family  with 
due  consideration  for  their  safety  and  com- 
fort, for  which  breach  his  employers  are 
liable  in  damages. 

We  are  aware  that  there  are  cases  hold- 
ing contrary  to  the  foregoing  conclusion, 
but  they  do  not  seem  to  us  to  be  based  on 
sound  reasons,  nor  upon  just  considerations 
of  public  policy,  and  are  contrary  to  the 
weight  and  trend  of  modem  authority. 

The  plaintiff  offered  to  prove  by  one  of  his 
witnesses  that  the  day  following  the  acci- 
dent one  Mr.  Bowman,  the  manager  of  the 
hotel,  told  the  witness  "that  he  had  told  the 
boys  [referring  to  the  porters  and  bell  boys 
of  the  hotel]  time  and  again  to  keep  the  kid 
[meaning  the  plaintifTs  son]  out  of  the  ele- 
vator, halls,  and  rooms  of  the  hotel,  and  to 
keep  him  in  his  mother's  room."  The  offer 
was  rejected,  and  the  plaintiff  contends  that 
the  ruling  of  the  court  in  that  behalf  is  er- 
roneous. We  do  not  think  so.  It  was  not 
within  the  scope  of  the  authority  of  the 
manager  to  bind  his  employer  by  the  ad- 
mission or  declaration  sought  to  be  proved, 
and  it  was  too  remote  in  point  of  time,  and 
too  detached  from  the  injury,  to  be  admissi- 
ble as  a  part  of  the  res  geatw.  Oale  Sulky 
Harrow  Co.  v.  Laughlin,  31  Neb.  103,  47  N. 
W.  638;  Commercial  Nat.  Bank  v.  Brill,  37 
Neb.  626,  66  N.  W.  382;  Collins  v.  State, 
46  Neb.  37,  64  N.  W.  432;  FHend  v.  Bur- 
leigh, 53  Neb.  677,  74  N.  W.  60. 

As  to  the  defendant  George  E.  Barker,  as 
we  have  seen,  there  is  no  evidence  which 
would  warrant  a  verdict  against  him. 
Hence,  so  far  as  he  is  concerned,  the  judg- 
ment of  the  district  court  is  right;  but, 
as  to  the  other  defendants,  it  is  recommen- 
ded that  the  judgment  be  reversed,  and  the 
cause  remanded  for  further  proceedings  ac- 
cording to  law. 

Barnes  and  Glaaville,  CC,  concur. 
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Per  Cnriams 

For  the  reasons  stated  in  the  forgoing 
opinion,  the  judgment  of  the  District 
Court  as  to  the  defendant  Oeorge  E.  Barker 
is  affirmed,  and  as  to  the  other  defendants 
the  judgment  is  reversed,  and  the  cause  re- 
manded for  further  proceedings  according  to 
law. 

A  petition  for  rehearing  having  been  filed, 
Sedgwick,  J.,  on  May  3,  1906,  handed 
down  the  following  response: 

Since  the  filing  of  the  former  opinion  in 
this  case  ( ante,  642,  98  N.  W.  440 ) ,  the  ques- 
tion principally  discussed  therein,  and 
arising  out  of  the  same  transaction,  has 
been  decided  by  the  United  States  court  of 
appeals  for  this  circuit  {Clancy  v.  Bar- 
ker,  post,  653,  66  C.  C.  A.  469,  131  Fed.  161 ). 
The  opinion  of  that  court,  prepared  by 
Judge  Sanborn,  strongly  states  the  reasons 
that  led  the  majority  of  the  court  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  hotel  company  ought 
not  to  be  held  liable.  In  a  dissenting  opin- 
ion. Judge  Thayer  upholds  the  views  ex- 
pressed in  the  former  opinion  of  this  court. 

1.  The  first  ground  urged  by  counsel  for 
holding  the  defendants  liable,  we  think,  is 
satisfactorily  discussed  in  the  majority 
opinion  of  that  court.  This  relates  to  the 
doctrine  of  respondeat  superior,  derived 
from  the  relation  of  master  and  servant.  If 
there  had  been  evidence  showing  that  it  was 
the  duty  of  the  employees  of  the  hotel  to 
prevent  children  from  entering  and  playing 
in  rooms  which  were  not  assigned  to  them, 
it  might  perhaps  be  contended  that  the  boy 
Lacy  was  acting  within  the  scope  of  his 
employment  when  the  accident  occurred. 
The  evidence  offered  as  tending  to  show 
that  he  was  so  acting  wad  properly  exclud- 
ed as  shown  in  the  former  opinion,  and  it 
does  not  appear  that  there  was  any  other 
evidence  in  the  record  upon  this  point. 

2.  Whether  the  relation  that  exists  be- 
tween a  keeper  of  a  hotel  and  his  guests 
makes  the  former  liable  for  any  misconduct 
of  his  employees  by  which  his  guests  are  in- 
jured while  they  are  in  the  hotel  and  are  in 
his  care  is  a  more  difficult  question.  It  is 
admitted  that  common  carriers  under  such 
circumstances  are  liable.  It  is  said  that 
the  reason  for  this  is  that  the  passenger 
places  himself  in  the  care  of  the  employees 
of  the  carrier,  and  is  continually  in  their 
care,  so  that  whatever  they  do  while  the 
passenger  is  being  transported  is  within  the 
scope  of  their  employment.  The  hotel  keep- 
er is  also  bound  to  bestow  reasonable  care  ^ 
for  the  safety  and  comfort  of  his  guests. 
He  is  not  an  insurer  of  his  guests;  but 
neither  is  the  carrier  an  insurer  of  his  pas- 
sengers. The  carrier,  of  course,  is  bound 
to  use  extraordinary  care — as  is  sometimen 
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said,  the  utmost  care — for  the  safety  of 
his  passengers.  The  business  engaged  in  is 
a  dangerous  one,  and  the  care  should  be  in 
proportion  to  the  danger  that  exists.  In 
this  respect  there  is  a  difference  between 
the  two  situations,  but  both  perform  public 
duties,  and  are  bound  to  serve  any  individ- 
ual who  requires  their  service  and  suitably 
applies  for  it.  The  hotel  keeper  offers  ac- 
commodations for  strangers  who  are  not 
acquainted  with  his  employees  and  who 
have  no  voice  in  their  selection.  He  under- 
takes to  provide  them  with  suitable  accom- 
modations, and  with  at  least  a  certain  de- 
gree of  care  for  their  comfort  and  safety. 
He  has  some  control  over  their  persons  and 
conduct.  He  must  not  allow  sucn  conduct 
on  their  part  as  will  interfere  with  the  rea- 
sonable hospitality  which  he  owes  to  other 
guests.  It  may  be  that  the  carrier  has 
greater  control  over  the  persons  and  con- 
duct of  passengers,  but  this  idea  seems  to 
be  exaggerated  in  some  of  the  opinions.  In 
what  sense  does  the  porter  of  a  sleeping  car 
have  charge  of  the  occupants  of  the  car  and 
have  control  of  their  conduct  and  behavior? 
Surely,  if  it  is  different  in  degree  from  the 
control  that  the  hotel  keeper  has  over  his 
guests,  it  is  not  much  different  in  kind. 
The  hotel  keeper  is  under  obligation  to  pro- 
tect his  guests  from  danger  when  it  is  rea- 
sonably within  his  power  to  do  so,  and  is 
under  obligation  to  select  such  employees 
as  will  look  after  the  safety  and  comfort 
of  his  guests,  and  will  not  commit  acts  of 
violence  against  them,  so  far  as  is  reason- 
ably within  his  power.  It  would  seem  that 
to  relieve  him  from  liability  for  injuries 
done  to  his  g^uests  by  his  employee  upon  the 
sole  ground  that  the  employee  was  not  then 
in  the  active  discharge  of  some  specific  duty 
in  connection  with  his  employment,  and  hold 
the  carrier  responsible  under  similar  condi- 
tions, is  making  a  fine  distinction.  The  lia- 
bility of  a  common  carrier  under  such  cir- 
cumstances is  a  doctrine  of  modem  growth. 
There  does  not  appear  to  be  reason  for  es- 
tablishing such  doctrine  that  would  not 
equally  apply  under  modem  conditions  to 
the  relations  between  an  innkeeper  and  his 
guests. 

Notwithstanding  the  great  respect  due  to 
the  court  which  has  reached  a  contrary  con- 
clusion in  Clancy  v.  Barker,  post,  653,  we 
conclude  that  our  former  decision  ought  to 
be  adhered  to. 

Bamea,  J.,  dissenting: 

In  this  case  I  find  myself  unable  to  concur 
in  the  majority  opinion,  which  adheres  to  our 
former  decision.  While  I  concurred  in  that 
decision  when  it  was  rendered,  on  a  re-exam- 
ination of  the  question,  as  presented  on  the 
rehearing,  I  am  convinced  that  the  defend- 
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ant  should  not  be  held  liable.  The  facts 
which  are  the  basis  of  the  plaintiff's  cause 
of  action  brieflj'  stated,  are  as  follows:  The 
plaintiff,  Michael  F.  Clancy,  and  his  wife, 
with  their  infant  son.  Freeman,  who  was 
about  six  years  old,  were  stopping  at  the 
Barker  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Omaha,  and  had 
been  guests  at  the  hotel  for  several  days 
prior  to  the  accident  complained  of.  About 
8:30  o'clock  of  the  evening  of  Januai-y  15, 
1902,  Freeman  left  his  mother's  room  and 
went  down  the  elevator  to  the  first  floor 
of  the  hotel,  as  he  says,  ''to  get  some  ice 
water."  Reaching  that  floor,  he  passed  by 
a  room  where  a  boy  of  the  name  of  Lacy, 
who  was  employed  as  a  porter  or  bell  boy 
at  the  hotel,  was  playing  a  harmonica;  the 
door  being  ajar,  he  entered  this  room,  ap- 
parently to  satisfy  his  childish  curiosity; 
another  boy  who  sometimes  ran  the  elevator, 
was  also  in  the  room;  both  of  these  employ- 
ees seem  to  have  been  off  duty  at  the  time, 
and  engaged  in  amusing  themselves  in  a 
room  not  occupied  by  any  of  the  guests  of 
the  house.  As  the  Clancy  boy  entered  the 
room  young  Lacy  said  to  him  ( apparently  in 
jest) :  "See  here,  young  fellow,  if  you  touch 
anything,  this  is  what  you  get"  (at  the  same 
time  pointing  a  pistol  at  him).  The  pistol 
was  at  that  instant  accidentally  discharged, 
the  ball  striking  the  boy  Freeman  in  the 
head,  destroying  one  of  his  eyes,  and  inflict- 
ing other  injuries  upon  him,  which,  however, 
did  not  prove  fatal,  and  this  action  was 
brought  by  the  father  to  recover  damages 
alleged  to  have  been  sustained  by  him  by 
reason  of  these  facts. 

The  prevailing  opinion  does  not  place  the 
right  of  recovery  in  this  case  on  the  ground 
of  negligence  or  tort,  for  no  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant  is  alleged  or 
proved,  but  bases  such  right  solely  on  an 
alleged  breach  of  the  implied  contract  of 
an  innkeeper  that  his  guest  shall  be  treated 
with  due  consideration  for  his  comfort  and 
safety,  and  so  holds  the  proprietors  of  the 
hotel  liable  to  both  the  father  and  his  infant 
son  for  the  damages  sustained  by  them. 

It  must  be  conceded  that  until  recent 
years  the  whole  trend  of  authority  supported 
and  adhered  to  the  common-law  rule  that  an 
innkeeper  is  not  an  insurer  of  the  safety  of 
his  guest  against  injury,  and  that  his  obli- 
gation is  limited  to  the  exercise  of  reason- 
able care  for  the  safety,  comfort,  and  enter- 
tainment of  his  visitor.  Calye'a  Case,  8 
Coke,  32a;  Sandys  v.  Florence,  47  L.  J.  C. 
P.  N.  S.  598;  Weeks  v.  McNulty,  101  Tenn. 
499,  43  L.  R.  A.  185,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  693. 
48  S.  W.  809 ;  Curtis  v.  Dinneen,  4  Dak.  245, 
30  N.  W.  148;  Sheffer  v.  Willoughhy,  163 
ni.  518,  34  L.  R.  A.  464,  54  Am.  St.  Rep. 
483,  45  N.  E.  253;  Gilbert  v.  Hoffman,  6ti 
Iowa,  206,  55  Am.  Rep.  263,  23  N.  W.  032 ; 
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Overstreet  v.  Mo$er,  88  Mo.  App.  72;  Stan- 
ley V.  Bircher,  78  Mo.  246;  Stott  v.  Church- 
ill, 15  Misc.  80,  36  N.  Y.  Supp.  477;  Sneed 
V.  Moorchead,  70  Miss.  690,  13  So.  235.  It 
is  claimed,  however,  that  the  more  recent 
cases  have  changed  the  rule,  and,  to  support 
this  view,  we  are  referred  in  the  original 
opinion  to  Rommel  v.  Schamhacher,  120  Pa. 
579,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  11  Atl.  779.  In 
that  case  it  appears  that  on  the  evening  of 
the  9th  of  August,  1884,  the  plaintiff,  Wil- 
liam Rommel,  a  minor,  entered  the  tavern  of 
Jacob  Schainbacher,  and  there  found  one 
Edward  Flannagan ;  they  both  became  intox- 
icated on  the  liquor  furnished  them  by 
8chambacher.  While  the  plaintiff  was  stand- 
ing outside  of  the  bar  engaged  in  conversa- 
tion with  the  defendant,  Flannagan  pinned  a 
piece  of  paper  to  his  back  and  set  it  on  fire. 
The  consequence  was  that  Rommel's  clothes 
were  soon  in  flames  and  before  they  could 
be  extinguished  he  was  badly  injured.  On 
those  facts  it  was  held  that  the  "proprietor 
of  a  saloon  is  liable  for  injuries  sustained 
by  one  who  enters  therein  and  becomes  intox- 
icated, by  reason  of  another  who  also  be- 
came intoxicated  there,  and  who,-  in  full 
view  of  the  proprietor,  attached  a  piece  of 
paper  to  the  former  and  set  it  on  fire."  The 
sole  ground  of  holding  the  proprietor  liable 
was  that  he  furnished  the  liquor  which 
caused  the  intoxication  of  the  two  men,  and 
allowed  one  of  them,  in  his  presence,  to  at- 
tach the  paper  to  the  other  and  set  it  on 
fire,  when  he  could,  and  should,  have  pre- 
vented it.  So  it  will  be  seen  that  there  is 
nothing  in  the  facts  of  that  case,  or  in  the 
matter  actually  decided,  which  supports  the 
prevailing  opinion. 

Our  attention  is  also  called  to  the  case  of 
Jencks  v.  Coleman,  2  Sumn.  221,  Fed.  Gas. 
No.  7,258,  in  which  Story,  J.  [Shaw,  Ch.  J., 
in  Com.  v.  Po\cer,  7  Met.  601,  41  Am.  T>ec. 
4651,  said:  "An  owner  of  a  steamboat,  or 
railroad,  in  this  respect  is  in  a  condition 
somewhat  similar  to  tnat  of  an  innkeeper 
whose  premises  are  open  to  all  guests.  Yet 
he  is  not  only  empowered,  but  he  is  bound, 
to  80  regulate  his  house,  as  well  with  regard 
to  the  peace  and  comfort  of  his  guests,  who 
there  seek  repose,  as  to  the  peace  and  quiet 
of  the  vicinity,  as  to  repress  and  prohibit  all 
disorderly  conduct  therein;  and,  of  course, 
he  has  a  right,  and  is  bound,  to  exclude  from 
his  premises  all  disorderly  persons,  and  all 
persons  not  conforming  to  regulations  nec- 
essary and  proper  to  such  quiet  and  good 
order."  This  language,  it  seems  to  me, 
comes  far  short  of  justifying  the  conclusion 
announced  by  the  majority. 

The  case  of  Dickson  v.  Waldron^  135  Ind. 
.>07,  24  L.  R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440, 
34  N.  E.  506,  35  N.  E.  1,  is  also  cited  to  sus- 
tain the  prevailing  opinion.  The  facts  in 
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that  case  were  that  George  A.  Dickson  and 
others  were  lessees  and  managers  of  tht» 
Park  theater,  in  the  city  of  Indianapolis; 
that  Waldron  came  to  the  box  office  of  the 
theater  and  applied  for  a  10-cent  ticket, 
giving  the  ticket  seller,  one  Joseph  Gordon, 
a  silver  dollar,  and  receiving  from  him  his 
ticket  and  only  70  cents  in  change;  that  one 
John  Dickson  was  in  the. box  office  at  the 
time  with  the  ticket  seller,  and  was  in 
charge  of,  and  conducting,  the  theater  for 
and  on  behalf  of  the  lessees.  Waldron  de- 
manded of  the  ticket  seller  the  right  change;* 
an  altercation  ensued,  and  the  janitor  of 
the  theater,  who  was  also  a  special  police- 
man, was  ordered  by  Dickson,  who  had 
reached  through  the  window  and  grabbed 
Waldron  and  slapped  him  in  the  face,  to  ar- 
rest Waldron  for  a  "vag."  The  janitor 
thereupon  struck  Waldron,  knocked  him 
doA\'n,  and  beat  him  severely;  someone  inter- 
fered, and  the  janitor  withdrew.;  then  Gor- 
don came  out  of  the  ticket  office,  and,  in  the 
presence  of  the  manager,  assaulted  Wal- 
dron, and  beat  him  shamefully;  tnat  there- 
after the  janitor  arrested  Waldron  and  took 
him  to  the  police  station.  On  these  facts  it 
was  held,  as  in  Rommel  v.  Bchamhaoher, 
120  Pa.  579,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  732,  11  Atl. 
779,  that  the  proprietor  of  the  theater  was 
liable  for  the  injuries  sustained  by  Waldron. 

In  the  foregoing  cases,  and  in  some  others, 
the  courts  have  made  use  of  the  expression: 
"The  liability  of  an  innkeeper  is  like  that 
of  a  common  carrier."  But  it  is  nowhere 
held  that  the  kind  and  extent  of  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  innkeeper  is  the  same  as  that  of 
a  common  carrier.  All  of  the  other  cases 
referred  to  are  actions  where  common  car- 
riers were  sued  for  injuries  to  passengers 
while  being  transported. 

Our  attention  was  also  called,  on  the  re- 
hearineik  to  th*  case  of  Curran  v.  OUony  88 
Minn.  307,  60  L.  R.  A.  733,  97  Am.  St.  Rep. 
517,  92  N.  W.  1124,  as  sustaining  plaintiff's 
contention.  That  was  a  case  where  a  patron 
of  a  saloon  fell  asleep  in  his  chair,  and  a 
third  person  poured  alcohol,  which  was  fur- 
nished by  the  bartender  in  charge  of  the 
defendant's  business,  on  the  foot  of  the 
sleeper,  and  set  it  on  fire.  The  saloon  keep- 
er was  held  liable  because  the  tort  was  com- 
mitted in  the  presence  and  with  the  assent 
of  his  managing  agent,  when  it  was  the  duty 
and  within  the  power  of  the  agent  to  have 
prevented  it.  So  it  seems  to  me  that  in 
none  of  the  cases  to  which  our  attention  has 
been  directed  are  the  facts  the  same  or  sim- 
ilar to  those  in  the  case  at  bar,  and  I  am  of 
opinion  that  none  of  them  fairly  support  the 
rule  announced  by  the  majority.  On  the 
other  hand,  I  believe  the  great  weight  of  au- 
thority to  be  with  the  defendants,  and  that 
the  rule  that  an  innkeeper  is  not  an  insurer 
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of  the  safety  of  the  person  of  his  guest 
against  injuries,  and  that  his  contract  obli- 
gation is  limited  to  the  exercise  of  reason- 
able care  lor  the  safety,  comfort,  and  en- 
tertainment of  his  visitors,  should  be  ad- 
hered to.  While  my  associates  state  that 
they  do  not  intena  to  make  the  innkeeper 
an  insurer  of  the  safety  of  the  guest,  it 
seems  clear  to  me  that  such  is  the  effect  of 
the  prevailing  opinion. 

The  case  of  CtoTu^  v.  Barker,  post,  653,69 
C.  C.  A.  469,  131  Fed.  161,  which  was  an 
action  for  the  infant.  Freeman  Clancy,  by 
the  plaintiff  herein,  as  his  next  friend,  to  re- 
cover for  his  injuries  occasioned  by  the  acci- 
dent which  is  the  basis  of  this  action,  is 
commented  on  by  the  majority,  and  I  take 
this  occasion  to  review  it.  It  was  there  held 
by  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  appeals 
that  the  defendants  were  not  liable.  The 
-plaintiff's  contention  there  was  the  same  as 
here,  and  Judge  Sanborn,  who  wrote  the  pre- 
Tailing  opinion,  said:  "The  crucial  ques- 
tion here,  therefore,  is  whether  or  not  an 
innkeeper  is  an  insurer  of  the  safety  of  the 
person  of  his  guest,  while  the  latter  remains 
in  his  hotel,  against  the  negligent  and  wil- 
ful acts  of  his  servants,  when  they  are  act- 
ing within  the  course  and  without  the  actual 
•or  apparent  scope  of  their  employment. 
.  .  .  Counsel  for  the  plaintiff  insists  that 
the  liability  of  the  innkeepers  should  be  ex- 
tended in  the  case  at  bar  even  beyond  that 
of  common  carriers;  so  that  the  defendants 
should  be  held  liable  for  the  injuries  inflict- 
ed by  the  wilful  or  careless  act  of  their  serv- 
ant when  he  was  not  acting  within  the 
course  or  scope  of  his  employment.  The  ar- 
gument in  support  of  this  contention  is  that 
common  carriers  are  liable  for  the  negligent 
or  wilful  acts  of  their  servants  to  whom 
they  intrust  the  care,  custody,  and  control 
of  the  passengers  they  transport,  and  that 
the  liability  of  innkeepers  to  their  guests 
13  similar  to  that  of  carriers  to  their  passen- 
gers. There  are  many  reasons,  however, 
why  this  argument  is  not  persuasive,  and 
why  it  fails  to  demonstrate  that  an  innkeep- 
er insures  the  safety  of  the  persons  of  his 
^ests  against  injuries  inflicted  by  his  serv- 
ants when  they  are  not  engaged  in  the  dis- 
charge of  their  duties  as  employees.  .  .  . 
There  is  a  marked  difference  in  the  charac- 
ter of  the  contracts  of  carriage  on  a  railroad 
or  steamboat  and  of  entertainment  at  an 
inn,  and  a  wide  difference  in  the  relation  of 
the  parties  to  these  contracts.  In  the  for- 
mer, the  carrier  takes  and  the  passenger 
surrenders  to  him  the  control  and  dominion 
of  his  person,  and  the  chief,  nay,  practicixlly 
the  only,  occupation  of  both  parties  is  the 
performance  of  tne  contract  of  carriage. 
For  the  time  being  all  other  occupations  are 
subordinate  to  the  transportation.  The  car- 
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rier  regulates  the  movements  of  the  passen- 
ger, assigns  him  his  seat  or  berth,  and  deter- 
mines when,  how,  and  where  he  shall  ride, 
eat,  and  sleep  while  the  passenger  submits 
to  the  rules  regulations,  and  directions  of 
the  carrier,  and  is  transported  in  the  majiner 
the  latter  directs.  Tlie  contract  is  that  the 
passenger  will  surrender  the  direction  and 
dominion  of  his  person  to  the  servants  of  the 
carrier,  to  be  transported  in  the  car,  seat,  or 
berth,  and  in  the  manner  in  which  they  di- 
rect, and  that  the  latter  will  take  charge  of 
and  transport  the  person  of  tne  passenger 
safely.  The  logical  and  necessary  result  of 
this  relation  of  the  parties  is  that  every  ser- 
vant of  the  carrier  who  is  employed  in  as- 
sisting to  transport  the  passenger  safely, 
every  conductor,  brakeman,  and  porter  who 
is  employed  to  assist  in  the  transporta- 
tion, is  constantly  acting  within  the  scope 
and  course  of  his  employment  whiiC  he  is 
upon  the  train  or  boat,  because  he  is  one  of 
those  selected  by  his  master  and  placed  in 
charge  of  the  person  of  the  passenger  to 
safely  transport  him  to  his  destination. 
Any  negligent  or  wilful  act  of  such  a  servant 
which  inflicts  injury  upon  the  passenger  is 
necessarily  a  breach  of  the  master's  contract 
of  safe  carriage,  and  for  it  the  latter  must 
respond.  But  the  contract  of  an  innkeeper 
with  his  guest,  and  their  relations  to  each 
other,  are  not  of  this  character.  The  inn- 
keeper does  not  take,  nor  does  the  guest 
surrender,  the  control  or  dominion  of  the 
latter's  person.  The  performance  of  the  con- 
tract of  entertainment  is  not  the  chief  occu- 
pation of  the  parties,  but  is  subordinate  to 
the  ordinary  business  or  pleasure  of  the 
guest.  The  innkeeper  assigns  a  room  to  his 
guest,  but  neither  he  nor  his  servants  direct 
him  when  or  how  he  shall  occupy  it.  .  .  . 
The  agreement  is  not  that  the  guest  shall 
surren(fer  the  control  of  his  person  and 
action  to  the  servants  of  the  innkeeper  in 
order  that  he  may  be  protected  from  injury 
and  entertained.  It  is  that  the  guest  may 
retain  the  direction  of  his  own  action,  that 
he  may  enjoy  the  entertainment  offered,  and 
that  the  innkeeper  will  exercise  ordinary 
care  to  provide  for  his  comfort  and  safety. 
.  .  .  The  natural  and  logical  result  of 
this  relation  of  the  parties  is  that  when  the 
[innkeeper's]  servants  are  not  engaged  in  the 
course  or  scope  of  their  employment,  al- 
though they  may  be  present  in  the  hotel, 
they  are  not  performing  the  master's  con- 
tract, and  he  is  not  liable  for  their  negligent 
or  wilful  acts." 

An  examination  of  the  cases  Involving 
the  liability  of  common  carriers,  of  owners 
of  palace  ears,  of  steamboats,  and  of  thea- 
ters, cited  in  the  prevailing  opinion,  disclos- 
es that  the  defendants'  servants  in  every 
case  were  acting  within  the  course  or  scope 
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of  their  emplojrment,  and  none  of  them  hold 
the  defendants  liable  for  the  wilful  or  negli- 
gent acts  of  their  employees  beyond  that 
scope.  I  am  much  impressed  with  the  pre- 
vailing opinion  of  Judge  Sanborn.  The  rea- 
soning employed  by  him  appears  to  be  sound, 
and  is  supported  by  the  great  weight  of  au- 
thority in  both  England  and  in  this  coun- 
try; and,  while  I  do  not  consider  myself 
bound  by  that  opinion,  yet  it  seems  to  me  to 
announce  the  better  rule.  I  regret  that  dif- 
ferent courts  should  arrive  at  different  and 
inconsistent  conclusions  from  the  same  facts, 
and  practically  in  the  same  case; 

Again,  tne  supreme  court  of  Dakota,  in 
Curtis  V.  Dinneen,  4  Dak.  245,  30  N.  W.  148, 
directly  decided  a  similar  question  to  the 
one  presented  in  this  case  in  accordance  with 
the  general  rule,  and  in  favor  of  the  innkeep- 
er. In  that  case  the  plaintiff,  while  a  guest 
at  the  defendant's  hotel,  was  assaulted  ^by 
the  defendant's  husband,  who  was  employed 
in  and  about  the  house,  but  not  in  the  course 
of  his  employment.  The  court  said:  "It 
is  doubtless  good  legal  doctrine  that  a  mas- 
ter is  liable  to  answer  in  a  civil  action  for 
the  tortious  or  wrongful  act  of  his  servant, 
if  done  in  the  course  of  his  employment  in 
his  master's  service,  even  though  the  master 
did  not  know  of  or  authorize  such  act,  or 
may  have  disapproved  of  or  forbidden  it. 
The  act  must  be  done  in  the  execution  of 
the  authority  given  by  the  master  and  in 
pursuit  of  the  master's  business,  and  must 
be  within  the  scope  of  the  servant's  employ- 
ment, or,  unless  it  be  ratified  by  the  master, 
he  (the  master)  will  sot  be  liable  there- 
for." And  so  it  was  held  that  an  innkeeper 
is  not  liable  for  assault  and  battery  com- 
mitted on  a  guest  by  one  of  his  servants, 
where  the  assault  was  not  within  the  line  of 
the  servant's  duty,  and  was  not  adivsed  or 
countenanced  by  the  master.  • 

In  a  still  later  case,  Rahmel  v.  Lehndorff, 
142  Cal.  681,  65  L.  R.  A.  88, 100  Am.  St.  Rep. 
154,  76  Pac.  659,  the  supreme  court  of  Cali- 
fornia, in  a  well-oonsidered  opinion,  held: 
"An  assault  by  a  waiter  in  a  hotel  on  a 
guest  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  waiter's 
employment,  or  within  the  real  or  supposed 
scope  of  his  duties,  so  as  to  render  the  inn- 
keeper liable  for  the  tort.  An  innkeeper  is 
not  bound  to  protect  his  guests  from  acts  of 
violence  of  his  servants,  in  the  absence  of 
negligence  in  employing  a  violent  or  disor- 
derly person." 

To  my  mind,  there  are  many  other  reasons 
why  the  contractual  liability  of  innkeepers 
to  their  guests  should  not  be  held  to  be  co- 
extensive with  and  the  same  as  that  of  com- 
mon carriers  to  their  passengers.  The  agen- 
cies employed  by  common  carriers  to  trans- 
port their  passengers  are  extremely  hazard- 
ous, and  are  not  in  any  manner  under  the 
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control  of  the  passenger  himself.  They  are 
used  and  controlled  wholly  by  the  servants 
of  the  carrier  in  transporting  the  passenger 
to  his  place  of  destination.  During  every 
moment  of  his  journey  he  is  in  charge  and 
under  the  control  of  the  employees  of  the 
carrier,  and  so  the  carrier  is  held  liable  for 
the  lightest  negligence;  while  one  who  is 
the  guest  of  the  modem  hotel  or  inn  has  the 
utmost  freedom  of  movement;  there  is  no 
danger  or  hazard  connected  with  the  busi- 
ness, and  when  a  room  is  assigned  to  the 
guest  it  is  his  own  to  occupy  or  not,  as  he 
pleases;  it  is  his  domicil  from  which  he 
may  exclude  all  intruders;  and  when,  as  in 
many  cases,  the  guest  lives  constantly  at  the 
hotel,  it  is  his  home,  from  which  he  may  de- 
part, and  to  which  he  may  return,  at  any 
time,  and  at  all  hours  of  both  day  and  night. 
Again,  there  are  at  all  times  other  guests 
of  the  house  with  whom  he  necessarily  is 
thrown  in  contact,  and  from  whom  he  may 
possibly  receive  an  injury ;  and  it  is  believed 
that  our  former  opinion  goes  to  the  extent 
of  holding  the  proprietor  of  the  hotel  liable 
for  such  injuries  without  any  negligence  on 
his  part.  The  modem  hotel  is,  to  a  certain 
extent,  a  public  place.  Anyone  may  enter 
it  for  any  lawful  purpose  without  the  con- 
sent of  the  proprietor,  and  leave  it  without 
let  or  hindrance;  and  yet  the  effect  of  the 
prevailing  opinion  is  that,  for  any  injury 
inflicted  by  such  a  person  to  a  guest  of  the 
house,  the  innkeeper  would  be  liable,  even  if 
he  had  no  reason  to  expect  it,  and  could 
not  in  any  way  have  prevented  it.  It  seems 
clear  to  my  mind  that  an  ordinary  nonhaz- 
ardous  and  useful  occupation  should  not  be 
required  to  bear  such  an  extraordinary  bur- 
den. 

Again,  the  thought  intrudes  itself  that  the 
person  injured  in  this  case  was  an  infant 
of  such  tender  years  that  the  defendants 
had  the  right  to  expect  that  its  parents, 
who  in  reality  were  their  guests,  would  pre- 
vent him  from  entering  the  rooms  of  the 
servants  or  other  guests,  or  getting  into 
place  of  danger;  in  other  words,  from 
roaming  about  the  hotel  at  will  apd  unat- 
tended. It  can  hardly  be  said  that  the  pro- 
prietors, knowing  that  the  child  was  with 
his  mother  and  under  her  immediate  care 
and  control,  impliedly  contracted  to  relieve 
her  of  that  duty,  assume  it  themselves,  and 
insure  him  against  injury  while  in  their 
hotel. 

After  mature  reflection  and  a  careful  ex- 
amination of  the  authorities,  I  am  of  opin- 
ion that  the  defendants  should  not  be  held 
liable  for  the  injury  complained  of.  For 
the  foregoing  reasons,  it  seems  clear  to  me 
that  our  former  opinion  should  be  vacated, 
and  the  judgment  of  the  district  court 
should  be  affirmed. 
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Freeman   CLANCY,   by    Catherine   Clancy, 
His  Next  Friend,  Plff,  in  Err,, 

George  E.  BARKER  et  al 
(60  C.  C.  A.  469.  131   Fed.  161.) 

^1.  Innkeepers  are  not  Insurers  of  tlie 
safety  of  the  persons  of  their  arnests. 

The  limit  of  their  liability  la  for  the  exercise 
of  reasonable  care  for  the  safety,  comfort, 
and  entertainment  of  their  ylsltors. 

2.  Innkeepers  do  not  contract  to  Insnre 
the  safety  of  tlieir  arnests  aaralnst  In- 
juries which  are  inflicted  upon  them  by  the 
negligent  or  wilful  acts  of  their  servants 
beyond  the  scope  and  course  of  their  em- 
ployment, and  for  such  acta  they  are  not 
liable  in  damages  when  they  have  exercised 
reasonable  care  to  prevent  them. 

8.  A  l»oy  abont  six  years  of  aare,  a  iriiest 
of  the  defendants  at  their  hotel,  -vran- 
dered  ont  of  the  room  assiflrned  to 
him,  and  into  a  room  in  which  a  bell  boy  or 
porter  of  the  defendants  was  engaged  in  play- 
ing a  harmonica  for  his  own  amusement,  and 
the  latter  accidentally  or  wilfully  shot  the 
former  with  a  pistol.  Held,  the  bell  boy 
was  not  acting  within  the  course,  or  within 
the  apparent  or  actual  scope,  of  his  employ- 
ment at  the  time  of  the  shooting,  and  the 
innkeepers  were  not  liable  for  the  injury  he 
Inflicted. 

(TJwyer,   Circuit  Judge,  di98eni$.) 

(May  28.  1904.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Ne- 
braska to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of  de* 
fenda^ts  in  au  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  for  which 
defendants  were  alleged  to  be  responsible. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinions. 

Argued  before  Sanhom,  Thayer,  and 
Hook,  Circuit  Judges. 

Mr.  John  O.  Teiser  for  plaintiff  in 
error. 

Mr.  William  A.  Rediok  for  defendants 
in  error. 

Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  case  was  determined  in  the  lower 
court  on  a  demurrer  to  the  evidence;  the 
trial  court  holding,  on  the  conclusion  of 
the  plaintiff's  testimony,  that  there  was  no 
substantial  evidence  warranting  a  recovery. 
It  accordingly  directed  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  defendants.  This  action  was  taken 
• 

^Headnotes  by  Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge. 

Note. — See   last   preceding   case,    Clancy   v. 
Barker,  and  note. 
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on  testimony  which  tended  to  establish,  and 
did  establish,  the  following  facts: 

Freeman  Clancy,  in  whose  behalf  the  ac- 
tion is  brought,  at  the  time  of  the  accident 
hereafter  described,  was  about  six  years 
old,  and  was  stopping  with  his  parents  at 
the  Barker  hotel,  in  the  city  of  Omaha, 
Nebraslca;  the  father,  mother,  and  son  hav- 
ing been  guests  at  the  hotel  for  a  few  days 
prior  to  the  accident.  During  the  even* 
ing  of  January  15,  1902,  about  8:30  p.  m., 
he  went  down  the  elevator  from  one  of 
the  upper  floors,  where  the  room  occupied 
by  his  parents  was  located,  to  the  ground 
floor  of  the  hotel  for  the  purpose,  as  he 
says,  of  getting  some  ice  water.  Reach- 
ing the  ground  floor,  he  passed  by  a  room 
where  someone  was  playing  a  harmonica. 
The  door  being  ajar,  he  entered  this  room, 
actuated,  apparently,  by  no  other  motive 
than  childish  curiosity,  and  found  a  boy, 
who  was  employed  about  the  hotel  either 
as  a  bell  boy  or  porter,  engaged  in  play- 
ing the  instrument.  Another  boy  who  ran 
the  hotel  elevator  was  also  in  the  room. 
Both  of  these  employees  of  the  hotel  seem 
to  have  been  off  duty  at  the  time,  and 
engaged  in  amusing  themselves  in  a  room 
that  was  not  occupied  by  guests.  As  the 
boy  Clancy  entered  the  room,  the  boy  who 
was  playing  the  harmonica  said  to  him, 
evidently  in  jest,  "See  here,  young  fellow; 
if  you  touch  anything,  here  is  what  you 
will  get,"  at  the  same  time  pointing  a 
pistol  at  him.  The  pistol  was  accidentally 
discharged,  the  ball  striking  the  boy  in  the 
head,  fracturing  "the  frontal  ethnoid  and 
sphenoid  bones  of  the  head,"  and  destroy- 
ing one  of  his  eyes.  The  ball  also  passed 
through  the  boy's  thumb,  but  the  injury  did 
not  prove  fatal. 

One  paragraph  of  the  complaint,  on  which 
j  the  case  was  tried,  alleged:  "That  on  or 
I  about  the  12th  day  of  January,  1902,  the 
said  father  and  mother  of  the  plaintiff  en- 
tered the  said  hotel  of  defendant  with  their 
said  infant  child,  the  plaintiff,  as  guests 
of  the  defendant,  for  a  temporary  rest  in 
said  city  at  said  hotel,  and  were  received 
by  the  said  defendants  as-  the  guests  of  the 
said  innkeepers  or  hotel  keepers ;  the  de- 
fendants thereby  contracting  with  the  said 
father  for  and  on  behalf  of  said  plainiiir, 
and  with  the  plaintiff  by  implication  of  law, 
for  his  personal  safety,  kind  treatment,  and 
for  all  of  the  usual  hospitalities,  covenants, 
and  agreements,  and  obligations  due  from  an 
innkeeper  and  hotel  keeper  to  his  guests." 

Another  paragraph  of  the  complaint  al- 
l^fed,  in  substance,  that  it  was  the  duty  of 
the  bell  boy  or  porter,  through  whose  acts 
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as  aforesaid  the  injury  was  sustained,  "to 
direct  the  guests  of  said  hotel  about  said 
hotel,  and  to  wait  on,  watch  over,  and  pro- 
tect said  guests  and  their  property  and 
the  property  of  the  said  hotel,  and  such 
other  duties  as  are  usually  required  by  por- 
ters by  innkeepers  or  hotel  keepers,  and 
imposed  by  law." 

Another  paragraph  of  the  complaint  al- 
leged that  said  bell  boy  or  porter,  being  a 
servant  of  the  defendants  and  of  said  hotel, 
in  that  capacity,  by  the  acts  heretofore  de- 
scribed, "violated  all  obligations  of  hospital- 
ity and  patience  due  from  said  defendants, 
through  said  servants,  to  said  infant  guest, 
and  the  defendants  thereby  violated  their 
agreement,  duty,  and  obligation  of  law  with 
and  to  the  plaintiff." 

On  this  state  of  facts  and  pleading,  coun- 
sel for  the  plaintiff  in  error  asserts  a  right 
of  recovery  against  the  defendants  on  two 
grounds :  First,  he  contends  that  by  receiving 
the  boy  and  his  parents  as  guests  at  the  ho- 
tel the  proprietoi's  of  the  hotel  undertook, 
like  a  common  carrier  of  passengers,  to  pro- 
tect him  against  injuries  occasioned  by  the 
n^Iigence  or  wilful  misconduct  of  their 
employees  in  and  about  the  hotel,  and  that 
this  contractual  obligation  of  the  defendants 
was  violated.  In  the  second  place,  counsel 
contends  that  when  Lacey,  the  porter,  point- 
ed the  pistol  at  the  boy,  he  was  guilty  of 
a  wrongful  and  negligent  act;  that  he  was 
engaged  at  the  time  in  the  performance  of 
one  of  his  duties  as  servant;  and  that  on 
this  ground  the  defendants  are  liable.  It 
is  argued  that  it  was  a  part  of  Laoey's  duty 
as  a  servant,  when  the  child  entered  the 
room  where  he  was  playing  the  harmonica, 
to  see  that  he  did  not  disturb  or  handle  any 
articles  in  the  room;  that  a  jury  might 
well  infer  that  the  act  which  occasioned 
the  injury  was  done  by  Lacey  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty;  and  that  the  ordi- 
nary rule,  respondeat  superior,  applies  to 
thfe  case. 

We  entertain  no  doubt  that  the  act  in 
question  was  in  fact  wrongful  and  negli- 
gent, but  the  difficulty  which  we  encounter 
in  upholding  this  latter  theory  is  that  the 
evidence  fails  to  show  that  Lacey  had  been 
charged  with  the  duty  of  guarding  such 
articles  as  may  have  been  in  the  room 
where  the  accident  occurred,  or  that 
the  room  contained  any  articles  which 
the  child  could  have  injured  or  carried 
away,  or  that  he  had  made  any  move- 
ment in  that  direction.  All  this  is  mere 
surmise,  which  will  not  suffice  to  sustain  a 
verdict.  So  far  as  the  evidence  warrants  an 
inference,  the  inference  is  that  Lacey  was 
not  engaged  at  the  time  in  the  discharge  of 
any  duty  for  and  in  behalf  of  the  defond- 
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ants ;  that  he  was  temporarily,  at  least,  ofT 
duty,  engaged  in  amusing  himself;  and 
that  he  pointed  the  pistol  at  the  child  in 
sport,  to  see  how  he  would  act,  rather  than 
to  prevent  him  from  touching  or  intermed- 
dling with  anything  in  the  room.  The  act. 
in  question  seems  to  have  been  prompted 
by  a  momentary  impulse,  and  to  have  been 
done  by  Lacey  for  his  own  amusement,  and 
to  have  been  in  no  wise  connected  with  the 
discharge  of  any  duty,  or  with  the  perform- 
ance of  any  task,  that  had  been  devolved 
upon  him  by  the  defendants.  Under  these 
circumstances,  we  are  of  opinion  that  the 
proprietors  of  the  hotel  cannot  be  held  ac- 
countable for  the  act  in  question  on  the 
second  ground  above  stated,  since  it  is  too 
well  settled  to  require  the  citation  of  any 
authority  that  the  master  is  not  responsible 
ordinarily  for  the  negligent  acts  of  his  serv- 
ant, unless  they  are  committed  while  tli** 
servant  is  rendering  some  service  for  and  in 
behalf  of  the  master. 

But  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  insists  that, 
although  the  defendants  were  not  negligent 
in  the  employment  of  their  servant,  the  hell 
boy,  and  although  he  was  not  acting  in  the 
course  or  within  the  actual  or  apparent 
scope  of  his  employment  when  he  discharge*! 
the  pistol,  yet  the  defendants  are  liable  for 
the  injury  he  inflicted,  because  it  is  a  part 
of  the  contract  between  an  innkeeper  and 
his  guest  that  the  former  will  insure  the 
safety  of  the  person  of  the  latter  against 
injury  from  every  act  or  omission  of  his 
servants.  The  crucial  question  here,  there- 
fore, is  whether  or  not  an  innkeeper  is  an 
insurer  of  the  safety  of  the  person  of  hi  a 
guest  while  the  latter  remains  in  his  hotel 
against  the  negligent  and  wilful  acts  of  his 
servants,  when  they  are  acting  without  the- 
course  and  without  the  actual  or  apparent 
scope  of  their  employment. 

An  affirmative  answer  to  this  question 
would  be  in  conflict  with  the  decisions  of 
the  courts  rendered  prior  to  the  time  when 
the  contract  herein  was  made,  and  to  our 
understanding  of  the  law  upon  this  subject 
as  it  then  existed.  The  general  rule  of 
law  governing  the  liability  of  innkeepers 
when  these  defendants  made  their  agree- 
ment with  the  plaintiff — the  rule  which 
had  received  the  approval  of  every  court 
which  had  ever  decided  the  question,  so  far 
as  we  have  been  able  to  discover — ^was  thnt 
an  innkeeper  was  not  an  insurer  of  the 
safety  of  the  person  of  his  guest  against 
injury,  but  that  his  obligation  was  limited 
to  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care  for  the 
safety,  comfort,  and  entertainment  of  his 
visitor.  Cahje's  Case.  8  Coke,  32o,  336/ 
8andy8  v.  Florence,  47  L.  J.  C.  V.  N.  S. 
508:   Weeks  v.  McXuUij,  101  Tenn.  49ft,  43 
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L.  R.  A.  185,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  693,  48  S. 
W.  809;  Curtis  v.  Dinneen,  4  Dak.  245,  30 
N.  W.  148,  163;  Sheffer  v.  Willoughhy,  163 
111.  618,  621,  522,  34  L.  R.  A.  464,  54  Am. 
St.  Rep.  483,  45  N.  E.  253;  Gilbert  v.  Hoff- 
man, 66  Iowa*,  206,  65  Am.  Rep.  263, 
23  N.  W.  632;  Overstreet  v.  Moaer,  88  Mo. 
App.  72,  75;  Stanley  v.  Biroher,  78  Mo. 
245,  248;  Stott  T.  Churchill,  15  Misc.  80, 
36  N.  Y.  Supp.  476,  477;  Sneed  v.  Moore- 
head,  70  Miss.  690,   13  So.  235. 

In  another  class  of  cases,  those  involving 
the  liability  of  common  carriers  and  of  the 
operators  of  palace  cars  to  their  passengers, 
this  measure  of  liability  has  in  later  yea/s 
been  extended  to  include  responsibility  for 
the  wilful  and  negligent  acts  of  those  to 
whom  the  carriers  intrust  the  transporta- 
tion of  their  passengers,  such  as  brakemen, 
porters,  and  conductors,  upon  the  ground 
that  these  servants,  when  upon  the  trains 
or  steamboats,  are  engaged  in  the  course 
or  scope  of  their  employment  to  conduct  the 
safe  transportation  of  the  passengers,  what- 
ever they  may  be  doing.  The  reasons  for 
this  extension  of  liability  are  well  stated  in 
Bass  V.  Chicago  d  N,  JF.  R,  Co.  36  Wis. 
450,  at  page  463,  17  Am.  Rep.  495,  and  in 
Mallach  v.  Ridley,  24  Abb.  N.'C.  181,  9 
N.  Y.  Supp.  922. 

In  the  former  case  the  court  said: 
''These  officers  [the  conductors  and  other 
servants  in  charge  of  the  train]  may  be 
guilty  of  acts  of  arbitrary  oppression,  be- 
yond endurance,  towards  passengers,  which 
might  warrant  resistance.  But  we  feel  war- 
ranted by  principle  and  authority  to  hold 
that,  in  the  enforcement  of  order  on  the 
train,  and  in  the  execution  of  reasonable 
regulations  for  the  safety  and  comfort  of 
the  passengers,  and  for  the  security  of  the 
train,  the  authority  of  these  officers,  exer- 
cised upon  the  responsibility  of  the  corpo- 
rations, must  be  obeyed  by  passengers,  and 
that  forcible  resistance  cannot  be  tolerated. 
They  act  on  the  peril  of  the  corporation, 
and  their  own.  Indeed,  as  that  fictitious 
entity,  the  corporation,  can  act  only  through 
natural  persons,  its  officers  and  servants, 
and  as  it  of  necessity  commits  its  trains 
absolutely  to  the  charge  of  officers  of  its 
own  appointment,  and  passengers  of  neces- 
sity commit  to  them  their  safety  and  com- 
fort in  transitu,  under  conditions  of  such 
peril  and  subordination,  we  are  disposed  to 
hold  that  the  whole  power  and  authority 
of  the  corporation,  pro  hao  vice,  is  vested  in 
these  officers,  and  that,  as  to  pas8en<;ors  on 
board,  they  are  to  be  considered  as  the  cor- 
poration itself,  and  that  the  consequent 
authority  and  responsibility  are  not  gen- 
erally to  be  straitened  or  impaired  by  any 
arrangement  between  the  corporation  and 
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the  officers;  the  corporation  being  respon- 
sible for  the  acts  of  the  officers,  in  the  con- 
duct and  government  of  the  train,  to  the 
passengers  traveling  by  it,  as  the  officern 
would  be  for  themselves,  if  they  were  them- 
selves the  owners  of  the  road  and  train. 
We  consider  this  rule  essential  to  public 
convenience  and  safety,  and  sanctioned  by 
great  weight  of  authority." 

In  the  latter  case  the  court  declared: 
"It  was  long  held  by  the  courts  that  a 
common  carrier  was  not  responsible  for  a 
wilful  assault  by  one  of  its  employees  upon 
a  passenger.  This  rule,  however,  has  been 
abrogated  upon  the  theory  that  the  common 
carrier  invites  the  passenger  to  subject  him- 
self to  the  protection  and  care  of  the  em- 
ployee of  the  corporation,  and  under  these 
circumstances  the  common  carriers  should 
be  responsible  for  all  the  acts  of  the  sub- 
ordinates toward  the  passenger  while  under 
his  custody  and  control." 

Counsel  for  the  plaintifT  insists  that  the 
liability  of  the  innkeepers  should  be  extend- 
ed in  the  case  at  bar  even  beyond  that  of 
common  carriers,  so  that  the  defendants 
should  be  held  liable  for  the  injuries  in- 
flicted by  the  wilful  or  careless  act  of  their 
servant  when  he  was  not  acting  within  the 
course  or  scope  of  his  employment.  The 
argument  in*  support  of  this  contention  is 
that  common  carriers  are  liable  for  the  neg- 
ligent or  wilful  acts  of  their  servants  to 
whom  they  intrust  the  care,  custody,  and 
control  of  the  passengers  they  transport,  and 
that  the  liability  of  innkeepers  to  their 
guests  is  similar  to  that  of  carriers  to 
their  passengers.  There  are  many  reasons, 
however,  why  this  argument  is  not  per- 
suasive, and  why  it  fails  to  demonstrate 
that  an  innkeeper  insures  the  safety  of  the 
persons  of  his  guests  against  injuries  in- 
flicted by  his  servants  when  they  are  not 
engaged  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties 
as  employees. 

Wliile  there  are  many  loose  statements 
in  the  books  to  the  eff'ect  that  the  liability 
of  common  carriers  to  their  passengers  and 
the  liability  of  innkeepers  to  their  guests 
are  similar;  and  while  that  proposition 
may  be  conceded, — it  is  certain  that  the 
limits  of  these  liabilities  are  by  no  means 
the  same.  A  railroad  company  is  liable  to 
its  passengers  for  a  failure  to  exercise  the 
utmost  care  in  the  preparation  of  its  road 
and  the  operation  of  its  engines  and  trains 
upon  it,  because  the  swift  movement  of 
its  passenger  trains  is  always  fraught  with 
extraordinary  danger,  which  it  requires 
extraordinary  care  to  avert.  But  an  inn- 
keeper's liability  for  the  condition  and  op- 
eration of  his  hotel  is  limited  to  the  failure 
to  exercise  ordinary  care,  because  his  is 
an  ordinary  occupation  fraught  with  no  ex- 
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traordinary  danger.  Sandys  v.  Florence, 
47  L.  J.  C.  P.  N.  S.  598,  600.  It  no  more 
follows,  from  the  similarity  of  the  liability 
of  the  carrier  to  that  of  the  innkeeper,  that 
the  latter  is  liable  for  the  wilful  or  neg- 
ligent acts  of  its  servants  beyond  the  scope 
of  their  employment,  than  it  does  that  the 
latter  is  liable  for  a  failure  to  exercise  the 
highest  possible  care  to  make  his  hotel 
and  its  operation  safe  for  its  guests,  be- 
cause the  carrier  must  exercise  that  de- 
gree of  care  in  the  management  of  its  rail- 
road, engines,   and  trains. 

Again,  there  is  a  marked  difference  in 
the  character  of  the  contracts  of  carriage 
on  a  railroad  or  steamboat  and  of  entertain- 
ment at  an  inn,  and  a  wide  difference  in 
the  relations  of  the  parties  to  these  con- 
tracts. In  the  former,  the  carrier  takes  and 
the  passenger  surrenders  to  him  the  control 
and  dominion  of  his  person,  and  the  chief, 
nay,  practically  the  only,  occupation  of  both 
parties  is  the  performance  of  the  c6ntract 
of  carriage.  For  the  time  being  all  other 
occupations  are  subordinate  to  the  trans- 
portation. The  carrier  regulates  the  move- 
ments of  the  passenger,  assigns  him  his 
seat  or  berth,  and  determines  when,  how, 
and  where  he  shall  ride,  eat,  and  sleep,  while 
the  passenger  submits  to  the  rules,  regula- 
tions, and  directions  of  the  carrier,  and 
is  transported  in  the  manner  the  latter 
directs.  Tlie  contract  is  that  the  passen- 
ger will  surrender  the  direction  and  domin- 
ion of  his  person  to  the  servants  of  the 
carrier,  to  be  transported  in  the  car,  seat, 
or  berth  and  in  the  manner  in  which  they 
direct,  and  that  the  latter  will  take  charge 
of  and  transport  the  person  of  the  passen- 
ger safely.  The  logical  and  necessary  re- 
sult of  this  relation  of  the  parties  is  that 
every  servant  of  the  carrier  who  is  em- 
ployed in  assisting  to  transport  the  pas- 
senger safely,  every  conductor,  brake- 
man,  and  porter  who  is  employed  to  assist 
in  the  transportation,  is  constantly  acting 
within  the  scope  and  course  of  his  employ- 
ment while  he  is  upon  the  train  or  boat, 
because  he  is  one  of  those  selected  by  his 
master  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  per- 
son of  the  passenger  to  safely  transport 
him  to  his  destination.  Any  nejjligent  or 
wiful  act  of  such  servant  which  inflicts 
injury  upon  the  passenger  is  necessarily 
a,  breach  of  the  master's  contract  of  safe 
carriage,  and  for  it  the  latter  must  respond. 
But  the  contract  of  an  innkeeper  with  his 
guest,  and  their  relations  to  oach  other, 
are  not  of  this  character.  The  innkeeper 
does  not  take,  nor  does  the  guest  sur- 
render, the  control  or  dominion  of  the  lat- 
ter's  person.  The  performance  of  the  con- 
tract of  entertainment  is  not  the  chief  oc- 
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cupation  of  the  parties,  but  it  is  subordi- 
nate to  the  ordinary  business  or  pleasure 
of  the  guest.  The  innkeeper  assigns  a  room 
to  his  guest,  but  neither  he  nor  his  serv- 
ants direct  him  when  or  how  he  shall  occupy 
it;  but  they  leave  him  free  to  use  or  to 
fail  to  use  it,  and  all  the  other  means 
of  entertainment  proffered,  when  and  as 
he  chooses,  and  to  retain  the  uncontrolled 
donUnion  of  his  person  and  of  his  move- 
ments. The  agreement  is  not  that  the  guest 
shall  surrender  the  control  of  his  person  and 
action  to  the  servants  of  the  innkeeper,  in 
order  that  he  may  be  protected  from  injury 
and  entertained.  It  is  that  the  guest  may 
retain  the  direction  of  his  own  action,  that 
he  may  enjoy  the  entertainment  offered, 
and  that  the  innkeeper  will  exercise  ordi- 
nary care  to  provide  for  his  comfort  and 
safety.  The  servants  of  the  innkeeper  are 
not  placed  in  charge  of  the  person  of  the 
guest,  to  direct,  guide,  and  control  hia 
location  and  action,  nor  are  they  employed 
to  perform  any  contract  to  insure  hia 
safety;  but  they  are  engaged  in  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  agreement  of  the  master  to 
exercise  ordinary  care  for  the  comfort  and 
safety  of  the  visitor.  The  natural  and 
logical  result  of  this  relation  of  the  parties 
is  that  when  the  servants  are  not  engaged 
in  the  course  or  scope  of  their  employ- 
ment, although  they  may  be  present  in  the 
hotel,  they  are  not  performing  their  mas- 
ter's contract,  and  he  is  not  liable  for  their 
negligent  or  wilful  acts. 

Moreover,  the  authorities  in  the  eases 
involving  the  liability  of  common  carriers, 
of  owners  of  palace  cars,  of  steamboats, 
and  of  theaters,  upon  which  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff  seems  to  rely,  when  carefully  ex- 
amined, are  found  to  be  cases  in  which  the 
servants  were  acting  within  the  course  or 
scope  of  their  employment,  and  they  do 
not  rest  upon  the  proposition  that  the 
defendants  in  those  cases  were  liable  for  the 
wilful  or  negligent  acts  of  their  employees 
beyond  that  scope. 

In  Dwindle  v.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R,  Co. 
120  N.  Y.  117,  126,  127,  8  L.  R.  A.  224,  17 
Am.  St.  Rep.  611,  24  N.  E.  319,  the  porter 
of  a  sleeping  car,  who  had  taken  up  the 
ticket  of  a  passenger,  was  held  to  be  acting 
within  the  scope  of  his  employment  when 
he  struck  the  passenger  during  an  alterca- 
tion between  them  relative  to  the  return 
of  the  ticket. 

In  Stewart  v.  Brooklyn  d  0.  T.  R.  Co, 
90  N.  Y.  588,  591,  43  Am.  Rep.  186,  the 
court  declared  the  limit  of  the  company's 
liability  to  be  "to  protect  the  passenger 
against  any  injury  arising  from  the  neg- 
ligence or  wilful  misconduct  of  its  servants 
while  engaged  in  performing  a  duty  which 
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the  carrier  owes  to  the  passenger/'  and 
held  that  a  driver  of  a  street  car,  who 
was  also  the  conductor,  and  who  beat  a 
passenger  in  the  car,  was  within  the  scope 
of  his  employment  to  carry  the  passenger 
safely  when  he  committed  the  assault. 

In  Ooddard  v.  Chrand  Trunk  R.  Co.  57  Me. 
202,  203,  2  Am.  Rep.  39,  a  hrakeman, 
who  had  authority  to  collect  tickets,  and 
who,  after  collecting  one  from  a  passenger, 
demanded  another  of  him,  and  grossly  in- 
sulted him  because  he  declined  to  pay  for 
his  passage  again,  was  held  to  have  been 
acting  within  the  scope  of  his  employment, 
and  the  company  was  charged  with  the 
damages  he  inflicted. 

So  in  Craker  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R,  Co, 
36  Wis.  657,  673,  17  Am.  Rep.  504,  a  con- 
ductor who  kissed  a  passenger;  in  Pen- 
dleton y.  Kinsleif,  3  Cliff.  416,  427,  428, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,922,  the  clerk  of  a  steamer 
who  assaulted  a  passenger  while  trying  to 
collect  his  fare;  in  Chicago  d  E,  R.  Co,  v. 
Flexman,  103  111.  546,  42  Am.  Rep.  33, 
a  brakeman  who  struck  a  passenger  beciuse 
during  a  search  for  a  lost  watch  he  said  he 
thought  the  brakeman  had  it;  in  Terre 
Haute  d  L  R.  Co.  v.  Jackson,  81  Ind.  19, 
22,  a  conductor  or  brakeman  who  drenched 
a  passenger  with  water;  in  Campbell  v. 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  42  Fed.  485,  a 
porter  of  a  sleeping  car  who  made  indecent 
proposals  to  a  passenger;  in  Williams  ▼. 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  40  La.  Ann.  421, 

8  Am.  St.  Rep.  538,  4  So.  85,  a  porter  of  a 
Pullman  car  who  assaulted  a  passenger; 
and  in  Dickson  v.  Waldron,  135  Ind.  507, 
24  L.  R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  440,  34 
N.  E.  506,  35  N.  E.  1,  the  ticket  taker  and 
special  policeman  of  a  theater,  who,  in 
endeavoring  to  sell  the  tickets  to  a  customer, 
assaulted  him, — ^were  all  held  to  be,  and 
undoubtedly  were,  acting  within  the  scope 
of  their  various  employments  when  they 
inflicted  the  injuries  for  which  the  defend- 
ants were  made  to  pay. 

When  all  these  authorities,  and  others 
cited  by  counsel  for  the  plaintiff,  are  care- 
fully considered,  it  clearly  appears  that  tho 
controlling  reasons  why  common  carriers 
have  been  held  liable  for  the  wilful  or  neg- 
ligent acts  of  their  servants  in  these  cases 
are  (1)  that  they  owe  to  their  passengers 
the  highest  degree  of  care,  and  (2)  that 
during  the  transportation  they  intrust  the 
entire  care,  custody,  and  control  of  their 
trains,  steamboats,  and  passengers  to  these 
servants,  and  the  passengers  yield  obedience 
and  control  of  their  movements  to  these 
servants,  under  conditions  of  peril  and  sub- 
ordination in  which  the  passengers  are  con- 
fined and  helpless,  and  the  servants  in 
charge  of  the  train  are  practically  the  vice 
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principals  of  the  defendants.  Bass  t.  Chi- 
cago d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  36  Wis.  450,  463,  17 
Am.  Rep.  495.  There  are  no  such  reasons 
for  the  existence  of  the  liability  of  innkeep- 
ers for  the  wilful  or  negligent  acts  of  their 
servants  beyond  the  scope  of  their  em- 
ployment, and  the  argument  of  counsel  in 
support  of  such  an  extension  by  analogy 
with  the  liability  of  common  carriers  fails 
(1)  because  innkeepers  are  not  liable  to 
their  guests  for  extraordinary  care,  while 
carriers  are  liable  to  their  passengers 
for  the  highest  degree  of  care;  (2)  be- 
cause innkeepers  do  not  intrust  to  their 
servants  the  absolute  control  and  dominion 
of  their  hotels  and  of  the  persons  of  their 
guests,  nor  do  the  latter  surrender  them- 
selves to  the  dominion  and  direction  of  such 
servants;  and  (3)  because  the  wilful  and 
negligent  acts  of  their  servants,  for  which 
carriers  have  been  held  liable,  were  com- 
mitted in  the  discharge  of  the  duties  which 
they  were  employed  to  perform,  while  those 
of  the  servants  of  innkeepers,  now  under 
consideration,  were  done  outside  the  actual 
and  the  apparent  scope  of  their  emplojTuent. 

In  addition  to  the  argument  by  analogy 
which  we  have  been  considering,  our  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  remarks  of  Chief 
Justice  Shaw  in  Com.  v.  Powers  7  Met. 
596,  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  465,  a  case  in 
which  the  question  was  whether  a  rail- 
road company  had  the  right  to  exclude 
a  disorderly  person  from  its  railroad 
station,  and  Chief  Justice  Shaw,  in  discuss- 
ing that  question,  said:  "An  owner  of  a 
steamboat  or  railroad,  in  this  respect,  is 
in  a  condition  somewhat  similar  to  that 
of  an  innkeeper,  whose  premises  are  open 
to  all  guests.  Yet  he  is  not  only  empow- 
ered, but  he  is  bound,  so  to  regulate  his 
house,  as  well  with  regard  to  the  peace 
and  comfort  of  his  guests,  who  there  seek 
repose,  as  to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the 
vicinity,  as  to  repress  and  prohibit  all  dis- 
orderly conduct  therein;  and,  of  course,  he 
has  a  right,  and  is  bound,  to  exclude  from 
his  premises  all  disorderly  persons,  and  all 
persons  not  conforming  to  regulations  neces- 
sary and  proper  to  secure  such  quiet  and 
good  order." 

It  is  also  called  to  the  opinion  of  Judge 
Story,  of  the  same  tenor,  in  Jencks  v.  Cole- 
man, 2  Sumn.  221,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,258,  a 
case  which  involved  a  similar  question,  to 
wit,  the  right  of  the  owner  of  a  steam- 
boat to  exclude  a  disorderly  person  there- 
from; to  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
in  Rommel  v.  Schamhacher,  120  Pa.  579, 
6  Am.  St  Rep.  732,  11  Atl.  779,  that  an 
innkeeper  who  furnished  liquor  to  make  a 
man  drunk,  and  then  with  gross  carelessness 
permitted  him  to  attach  a  paper  to  the  back 
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of  one  of  his  customers  and  to  set  it  on. 
fire  in  his  plain  sight,  was  liable  for  the 
injury;  and  to  the  opinions  of  various 
courts  in  cases  in  which  the  liability  of 
innkeepers  for  the  loss  or  destruction  of  the 
property  of  their  guests  was  in  nuestion. 
These  cases  have  been  examined,  but  neither 
the  decisions  of  the  questions  there  pre- 
sented, nor  the  opinions  of  the  courts  con- 
cerning them,  are  either  decisive  or  per- 
suasive in  the  consideration  and  determi- 
nation of  the  question  here  under  considera- 
tion, whether  or  not  an  innkeeper  is  an  in- 
surer of  the  safety  of  the  person  of  his 
guest  against  the  wilful  or  negligent  acts 
of  his  servants  beyond  the  scope  of  their 
employment,  because  that  question  was  not 
considered  or  determined,  and  clearly  was 
not  in  the  minds  of  the  judges  who  ren- 
dered the  decisions  and  opinions  to  which 
reference  has  been  made.  This  is  also  true 
of  all  the  cases,  opinions,  and  expressions 
which  have  been  cited  by  counsel  for  the 
plaintiff.  To  them  all  the  declaration  of 
Chief  Justice  Marshall  in  Oohen  v.  Virginia, 
6  Wheat.  264,  399,  5  L.  ed.  257,  290,  applies 
in  all  its  force:  "It  is  a  maxim  not  to  be 
disregarded  that  general  expressions  in 
every  opinion  are  to  be  taken  in  connec- 
tion with  the  case  in  which  those  expres- 
sions are  used.  If  they  go  beyond  the  case, 
they  may  be  respected,  but  ought  not  to 
control  the  judgment  in  a  subsequent  suit, 
when  the  very  point  is  presented  for  de- 
cision." 

Finally,  counsel  for  plaintiff  presents  for 
our  consideration  the  opinion  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  Nebraska,  rendered  since  the 
case  in  hand  was  argued  and  submitted  to 
this  court,  in  an  action  brought  by  the 
father  of  the  plaintiff  in  this  action  for  the 
damages  which  he  suffered  from  the  very 
accident  here  involved,  and  in  which  that 
court  has  held  that  the  innkeepers  were 
liable  for  the  act  of  the  bell  boy  which  in- 
flicted the  injury,  although  he  was  then 
acting  beyond  the  course  and  scope  of  his 
employment.  Clancy  v.  Barker,  ante,  642, 
98  N.  W.  440.  This  opinion  is  entitled  to, 
and  it  has  received,  great  respect  and  grave 
consideration.  But,  after  all,  the  question 
here  is,  not  what  the  supreme  court  of 
Nebraska  has  made  the  law  and  the  con- 
tract of  innkeepers  since  the  parties  to  this 
action  made  their  agreement,  but  what 
that  law  was,  and  what  the  contract  between 
these  parties  was,  when  their  minds  met 
upon  the  terms  of  their  agreement.  At 
that  time  no  court  had  ever  held,  so  far  as 
our  research  and  the  authorities  cited  by 
counsel  have  disclosed  the  decisions,  that 
the  contract  of  an  innkeeper  was  to  insure 
the  safety  of  the  person  of  his  guest 
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against  the  negligent  or  wilful  acts  of  his 
servants  without  the  scope  of  their  employ- 
ment. The  pregnant  fact  that  no  case  can 
be  found  in  the  entire  field  of  English  and 
American  jurisprudence  in  which  an  inn- 
keeper was  ever  held  to  be  an  insuer  of  the 
safety  of  his  guest,  or  to  be  liable  for  the 
wilful  or  negligent  acts  of  his  servants  be- 
yond the  scope  of  their  employment,  is  the 
most  complete  demonstration  that  this  was 
not  the  law.  If  it  had  been,  judgments 
founded  upon  it  would  not  have  been  lack- 
ing. Every  court  that  had  ever  decided  the 
question  had  declared  that  the  liability  of 
the  innkeeper  was  limited  to  the  exercise 
of  reasonable  care,  that  it  did  not  ex- 
tend to  a  guaranty  of  safety,  and  hence 
that  it  extended  only  to  the  acts  of  his 
servants  within  the  scope  of  their  employ- 
ment. This  was  declared  to  be  the  general 
rule  of  law  in  the  digests  and  in  the  text- 
books. 16  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  546, 
647,  note  6. 

In  Calye's  Case,  8  Coke,  32a,  335,  the 
court  declared  that,  "if  the  guest  be  beaten 
in  the  inn,  the  innkeeper  shall  not  answer 
for  it." 

In  Sandys  v.  Florence,  47  L.  J.  C.  P.  N.  S. 
598,  600,  a  case  in  which  a  ceiling  fell  upon 
a  guest  in  a  hotel,  Mr.  Justice  lindley  said: 
"I  pass  over  the  previous  all^^tion  that 
it  was  the  defendant's  duty  'to  keep  the 
said  hotel  in  a  secure  and  proper  condition, 
60  as  to  be  safe  for  persons  using  the  same 
as  guests,'  because  I  think  that  duty  is 
too  widely  alleged,  and  that  the  defendant's 
duty  is  not  to  insure  his  guests,  but  to  see 
only  that  they  do  not  suffer  from  want 
of  reasonable  and  proper  care  on  hi»  p-irt.*' 

In  Weeks  v.  MoNulty,  101  Tenn.  496,  499, 
43  L.  R.  A.  185,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  693,  48 
S.  W.  809,  an  action  for  damages  for  the 
death  of  a  guest  in  a  hotel  by  fire,  the  court 
said:  "The  general  rule  of  law  governing 
the  liability  of  an  innkeeper  is  that  he  is 
not  an  insurer  of  the  person  of  his  guesi 
against  injury,  but  his  obligation  is  merely 
to  exercise  reasonable  care  that  his  guests 
may  not  be  injured  by  anything  happening 
through  the  innkeeper's  negligence." 

In  Sheffer  v.  Willougkhy,  163  111.  518, 
521,  522,  34  L.  R.  A.  464,  54  Am.  St.  Rep. 
483,  45  N.  E.  253,  a  case  in  which  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  apply  the  rule  of  abso- 
lute liability  for  the  loss  of  the  property 
of  a  gilest  in  support  of  a  claim  for  damages 
caused  by  the  administration  of  unwhole- 
some food  to  his  guest  by  the  keeper  of  a 
restaurant,  the  court  held  that  the  limit  of 
the  latter's  liability  was  for  the  failure  to 
exercise  reasonable  care. 

In  Stanley  v.  Bircher,  78  Mo.  245,  241^ 
248,  an  action  was  brought  by  the  plaintiff. 
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Stanley,  against  the  executors  of  the  estate 
of  Bircher  for  injuries  to  her  person  re- 
sulting from  her  fall  down  an  elevator 
shaft  of  a  hotel  operated  by  Bircher.  She  al- 
leged that  she  was  a  guest  at  this  hotel, 
that  it  became  his  duty,  and  that  he  agreed, 
to  furnish  safe  accommodations  for  the  rea- 
sonable wants  of  the  plaintiff,  and  that  he 
did  not  perform  the  duty  or  keep  the  agree- 
ment, in  that  the  door  to  the  elevator  pit 
was  dangerously  constructed  and  negligently 
left  open  by  Bircher  and  his  servants,  so 
that  she  walked  into  it  and  was  injured* 
A  demurrer  was  interred  to  this  com* 
plaint  on  the  ground  that  the  cause  of 
action  did  not  survive  the  death  of  Bircher. 
Mark  that  the  complainant  clearly  alleged  a 
breach  of  a  contract  to  keep  the  guest 
safely,  as  well  as  a  failure  to  discharge  the 
duty  to  exercise  ordinary  care  as  in  the 
case  at  bar,  and  that  the  question  was 
whether  or  not  the  innkeeper's  obligation 
included  a  eontract  of  safe-keeping.  If  it 
did,  the  cause  of  action  survived,  and  the 
action  could  be  maintained;  otherwise,  it 
could  not  be.  The  supreme  court  of  Mis- 
souri held  that  the  obligation  of  an  inn- 
keeper comprised  no  such  contract,  that 
the  action  could  not  be  changed  from  an 
action  on  the  case  for  a  breach  of  the  duty 
to  exercise  ordinary  care  to  one  for  a  breacli 
of  contract  of  safe-keeping  by  an  averment 
or  proof  of  such  contract  and  breach,  be- 
cause no  such  contract  arose  out  of  the  re- 
lation of  innkeeper  and  guest.  That  court 
said:  ^But  it  is  claimed  by  counsel  for 
plaintiff  that  the  action  is  for  the  breach 
of  a  contract,  and  that  it  is  not  an  action 
on  the  ease  for  injuries  to  the  person. 
The  allusions  In  the  petition  to  the  formal 
contract  between  the  plaintiff  and  the  pro- 
prietor of  the  hotel,  whereby  the  plaintiff 
became  a  guest  in  the  hotel,  cannot  change 
the  true  character  of  the  action.  In  set- 
ting forth  an  action  of  trespass  on  the  case, 
the  pleader  often  finds  it  proper,  although 
not  absolutely  necessary,  to  mention  mat- 
ters of  contract  connected  with  the  tort,  by 
way  of  inducement  and  explanation.  In 
this  case  the  relation  of  host  and  guest, 
which  originated  in  contract,  explains  how 
the  defendant's  testator  came  to  owe  the 
plaintiff  a  duty.  That  duty,  however,  the 
law  imposes.  It  is  a  public  duty,  which 
is  not  defined  by  the  contract.  Neither 
can  the  proprietor  relieve  himself  from  that 
duty  by  contract.  The  action  in  truth  is 
for  a  violation  of  the  duty  which  the  law 
imposes,  independent  of  the  contract. 
Neither  the  damages  nor  the  scope  of  the 
action  can  be  measured  or  limited  by  the 
contract." 

And  in  Curtis  v.  Dinneerij  4  Dak.  245,  30 
N.  W.  148,  149,  152,  the  supreme  court  of 
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Dakota  territory  directly  decided  the  very 
quiestions  presented  in  this  case  in  ac- 
cordance with  this  general  rule  and  in  favor 
of  the  innkeeper.  The  complaint  in  that 
case  alleged,  among  other  things,  that 
"The  defendant  undertook,  for  a  compen- 
sation paid  her  hy  the  plaintiff,  to  keep 
safely  and  from  harm  and  in  a  proper  man- 
ner this  plaintiff  while  she  should  remain 
in  the  defendant's  inn  or  hotel;  that  while 
this  plaintiff  was  stopping  at  the  inn  or 
hotel  of  the  defendant  this  plaintiff  was,  by 
the  Wrongful  and  spiteful  acts  of  the  de- 
fendant's servants,  greatly  injured." 

The  evidence  tended  to  show  that  one 
of  the  defendant's  servants  assaulted  and 
inflicted  serious  injury  upon  the  plaintifl 
while  she  was  in  the  hotel  as  a  guest,  but 
the  court  held  that  the  guest  could  not 
recover,  because  the  assault  and  battery,  al- 
though committed  by  the  defendant's  serv- 
ant in  her  hotel,  was  not  inflicted  while 
the  servant  was  acting  within  the  actual 
or  apparent  scope  of  his  employment. 

The  result  is  that  when  the  defendants 
made  their  contract  to  entertain  the  plain- 
tiff at  their  hotel  the  law  was,  and  in  our 
opinion  it  still  is  {Rahmel  v.  Lehndorffy  142 
Cal.  681,  65  L.  R.  A.  88,  100  Am.  8t.  Rep. 
154,  76  Pac.  659),  notwithstanding  the  late 
decision  of  the  supreme  court  of  Nebraska 
to  the  contrary,  that  their  agreement  was 
to  exercise  reasonable  care  for  his  safety, 
comfort,  and  entertainment,  and  that  their 
agreement  did  not  include  an  insurance  of 
his  person  against  the  wilful  or  negligent 
acts  of  their  servants  beyond  the  course  of 
their  employment.  A  change  of  this  law 
and  an  extension  of  the  liability  of  the  inn- 
keepers now,  after  the  execution  of  the 
contract,  so  as  to  make  the  agreement  in- 
clude such  an  insurance,  is  to  make 
a  new  agreement  for  the  parties  after  the 
event,  and  to  impose  upon  the  defendants  a 
liability  which  they  could  not  foresee  and  to 
which  they  did  not  assent.  A  retroactive 
decision,  which  makes  and  applies  a  new 
rule  of  law,  and  attaches  another  and  un- 
foreseen liability  to  a  contract  after  its  ex- 
ecution, is  as  vicious  as  an  ed7  post  facto 
statute. 

The  judgment  below  enforced  the  eon- 
tract  which  the  parties  made  in  strict  ac- 
cordance with  the  law  which  governed  it, 
and  it  is  affirmed. 

Tlukjer,  Circuit  Judge,  dissenting: 
The  important  question  in  this  case  is 
whether  an  innkeeper  is  exempt  from  lia- 
bility to  one  of  bin  guests  who  is  injured 
within  the  hotel  by  an  act  of  gross  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  a  servant  of  the  inn- 
keeper, because  the  servant,  at  the  time  he 
committed  the  negligent  act,  was  not  en- 
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gaged  in  rendering  any  service  for  his  mas- 
ter, but  was  momentarily  off  duty  and 
awaiting  orders.  The  majority  of  the  oourt 
decide  that  question  in  the  affirmative,  hold- 
ing, as  I  understand,  that,  if  the  proprietor 
of  a  hotel  exercises  ordinary  care  in  the 
selection  of  his  servants,  he  is  not  re- 
sponsible to  his  guests  for  any  of  their 
acts  committed,  even  within  the  hotel,  no 
matter  how  rash,  negligent,  or  brutal  they 
may  be,  nor  how  seriously  a  guest  may  be 
injured,  provided  the  servant  was  not  at 
the  moment  engaged  in  some  work  for  and 
in  behalf  of  the  master.  I  am  unable  to 
assent  to  this  doctrine. 

rhe  relation  existing  between  a  carrier 
and  a  passenger  has  on  numerous  occasions 
been  likened  to  that  existing  between  an 
innkeeper  and  his  guest.  Thus,  in  Com, 
v.  Power,  7  Met.  596,  601,  41  Am.  Dec.  466, 
Chief  Justice  Shaw  said:  "An  owner  of 
a  eteamboat  or  railroad  in  this  respect  is 
in  a  condition  somewhat  similar  to  that  of 
an  innkeeper  whose  premises  are  open  to 
all  guests.  Yet  he  is  not  only  empowered, 
but  he  is  bound,  so  to  regulate  his  house, 
as  well  with  regard  to  the  peace  and  com- 
fort of  his  guests  who  there  seek  repose  as 
to  the  peace  and  quiet  of  the  vicinity,  as  to 
repress  and  prohibit  all  disorderly  conduct 
therein;  and,  of  course,  he  has  a  right  and 
is  bound  to  exclude  from  his  premises  all 
disorderly  persons  and  all  persons  not  con- 
forming to  regulations  necessary  and  proper 
to  secure  such  quiet  and  good  order." 

This  remark  was  quoted  with  approval 
by  Ryan,  Ch.  J.,  in  Boss  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W. 
R.  Co.  86  Wis.  450,  459,  17  Am.  Rep.  495. 

Also  in  Jencks  v.  Coleman,  2  Sumn.  221, 
226,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,258,  Mr.  Justice  Story 
compared  the  rights  and  duties  of  a  car- 
rier with  those  of  an  innkeeper,  upon  the 
evident  assumption  that  the  relation  of  an 
innkeeper  to  his  guest  was  practically  like 
that  of  a  carrier  to  a  passenger. 

In  Norcro88  v.  Norcroas,  53  Me.  163,  169, 
the  supreme  court  of  that  state  remarked, 
when  considering  an  innkeeper's  liability 
for  the  property  of  his  guest,  that  "inn- 
keepers are  under  the  same  liability  as 
common  carriers.** 

And  in  the  case  of  Dickson  v.  Waldron, 
135  Ind.  607,  24  L.  R.  A.  483,  41  Am.  St. 
Rep.  440,  34  N.  E.  506,  510,  35  N.  E.  1, 
the  supreme  court  of  Indiana  remarked: 
"But  common  carriers,  innkeepers,  mer- 
chants, managers  of  theaters,  and  others 
who  invite  the  public  to  become  their  pa- 
trons and  guests,  and  thus  submit  personal 
safety  and  comfort  to  their  keeping,  owe 
a  more  special  duty  to  those  who  may  ae- 
oept  such  invitation.  Such  patrons  and 
guests  have  a  right  to  ask  that  they  shall 
be  protected  from  injury  while  present  on 
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such  invitation,  and  particularly  that  they 
shall  not  suffer  wrong  from  the  agents  and 
servants  of  those  who  have  invited  them." 

Also  in  the  case  of  Pinkerton  v.  Wood- 
ward,  33  Cal.  557,  585,  91  Am.  Dec.  657, 
it  was  held  that  the  liability  of  innkeepers 
and  of  common  carriers  is  founded  upon 
the  same  considerations  of  public  policy  in 
the   one  case  as   in   the  other. 

In  the  absence  of  express  authority  on 
this  point  I  should  be  of  opinion  that 
an  innkeeper  is  under  the  same  obligation 
to  protect  his  guests  against  the  wrongful 
and  discourteous  acts  of  his  servants,  com- 
mitted within  or  upon  his  premises,  as  a 
carrier  to  protect  its  passengers  against 
like  acts  of  its  employees.  A  guest  comes 
to  a  hotel  on  the  invitation  of  the  proprietor, 
and  for  the  latter' s  profit  and  advantage, 
and  upon  the  implied  understanding  that 
while  on  the  premises  as  a  guest  he  shall 
receive  courteous  and  considerate  treattiient 
from  the  proprietor  and  all  persons  who 
are  his  servants,  or,  at  least,  upon  the  im- 
plied understanding  that  while  beneath  his 
roof  the  life  of  the  guest  shall  not  be  im- 
periled by  the  rash,  inconsiderate,  or 
wrongful  acts  of  those  who  are  his  servants. 
The  general  law  of  hospitality  would  seem 
to  impose  such  an  obligation  upon  an  inn- 
keeper. He  promises  suitable  entertain- 
ment to  all  his  guests,  as  well  as  respect- 
ful, considerate,  and  proper  treatment 
on  the  part  of  all  his  servants.  If  a  serv- 
ant of  a  hotel,  when  off  duty,  should 
meet  a  guest  outside  of  the  hotel,  and 
not  on  the  premises,  and  there  assault 
him,  it  is  doubtless  true — ^althou^h  the  case 
at  bar  requires  no  decision  on  that  point — 
that  the  innkeeper  could  not  be  charged 
with  responsibility  for  the  servant's  con- 
duct; and  it  is  probably  true  that  the  inn- 
keeper would  not  be  responsible  for  an  as- 
sault committed  on  one  of  his  guests  with- 
in the  hotel  by  a  stranger,  provided  he  has 
taken  all  reasonable  precautions  to  pre- 
vent such  occurrences  by  excluding  disor- 
derly persons  from  his  premises.  But  in 
my  opinion  the  law  casts  on  the  innkeeper 
an  obligation  to  see  to  it  that  his  guest 
is  not  injured,  while  within  the  hotel,  by 
the  wrongful,  inconsiderate,  or  negligent 
acts  of  those  who  are  his  servants. 

It  is  said  in  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority that  an  innkeeper  is  not  an  insurer 
of  the  safety  of  the  person  of  his  guest 
while  within  the  hotel.  The  same  may 
be  said  of  carriers.  They  do  not  insure 
the  personal  safety  of  passengers,  but  only 
to  exercise  a  very  high  degree  of  care,  or, 
as  it  is  sometimes  said,  "the  utmost  care," 
for  their  protection.  Yet  it  is  now  well 
settled  that  this  duty  is  so  comprehensive 
that  it  renders  the  carrier  responsible  for 
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injuries  inflicted  on  passengers  so  long  as 
the  relation  of  carrier  and  passenger  exists, 
not  only  by  the  negligent  acts  of  its  serv- 
ants   done    while    in    the    performance    of 
some  duty,  but  also  by  their  wilful   and 
wrongful  acts,  such  as  assaults  conunitted 
on  passengers  or  indignities  offered  to  them. 
The  obligation  also  rests  on  the  carrier  to 
protect  its  passengers  while  in  transit,  not 
only  against  the  wilful  and  wrongful  acts 
of  its  own  servants,  but  so  far  as  practi- 
cable from  acts  of  violence  committed  by 
strangers  and   copassengers.     It  makes  no 
difference,  as  it  seems,  what  motive  may 
have  actuated  a  servant  of  the  carrier  in 
committing   the   wrongful    act   complained 
of,  or  whether  it  was  done  in  conformity 
with    the    carrier's    orders,    or    in    express 
violation  thereof  and  on  the  sole  responsi- 
bility of  the  servant;    for,  if  it  was  done 
while  the  relation  of  carrier  and  passenger 
existed,  the  carrier  is  responsible,  and  it 
cannot  defend  on  the  ground  that  the  act 
of  its  servant  was  done  without  its  sanction 
and  at  a  moment  when  he  was  not  rendering 
any  special  service  to  the  carrier.    A  dif- 
ferent rule  obtains,  of  course,  as  respects 
wilful  and  wrongful  acts  done  by  employees 
to  those  to  whom  the  carrier  at  the  time 
owed  no  other  or  greater  duty  of  protec- 
tion than  it  owed  to  every  other  person  in 
the   commimity;     but,    when    the    peculiar 
relation    of    carrier    and    passenger    exists, 
the  modem   rule  appears  to  be  that  the 
carrier  is  under  an  obligation  to  see  to  it 
that  a  passenger  suffers  no  harm  on  account 
of  the  wrongful  and  wilful  acts  of  its  serv- 
ants, and  that  every  practicable  precaution 
is  taken  to  protect  him  against  the  wrong- 
ful   acts    of    strangers    and    copassengers. 
Btetoart  v.  Brooklyn  d  C,  T.  R.  Co.  90  N. 
Y.  588,  43  Am.  Rep.  185 ;  Jhoinelle  v.  Neto 
York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  120  N.  Y.  117,  125, 
8  L.  R.  A.  224,  17  Am.  St.  Rep.  611,  24  N, 
E.   319;    Goddard  v.   Grand  Trunk  jB.   Co, 
67  Me.  202,  213,  2  Am.  Rep.  39,  and  cases 
there  cited;    Bryant  v.  Rich,  106  Mass.  188, 
8  Am.  Rep.  311;  Spohn  y.  Missouri  P.  R. 
Co,  87  Mo.  74,  80;   Craker  v.  Chicago  d 
\.    U.   R.   Co.   36  Wis.   657,   17   Am.   Rep. 
504;    Pendleton   v.    Kinsley,    3    Cliff.    416, 
427,    Fed.    Caa.    No.     10,922;     Chicago    d 
E.  R.  Co.  V.  Flexman,  103  111.  546,  42  Am. 
Rep.  33;   Terre  Haute  d  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Jack- 
son, SI  Ind.  19. 

Now,  it  is  true  that  a  hotel  is  an  immov- 
able structure,  and  does  not  run  on  wheels 
like  a  train  of  cars;  but  in  all  other  re- 
spects the  relation  existing  between  an  inn- 
keeper and  his  guest  is  like  that  existing 
between  a  carrier  and  passenger,  and  this 
fact  has  always  been  recognized,  as  shown 
by  the  cases  above  cited.  An  innkeeper, 
like  a  carrier,  is  engaged  in  a  quasi  public  ' 
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service.  When  he  embarks  in  the  business 
of  keeping  a  hotel,  he  is  bound  to  provide 
entertainment  for  all  travelers  who  seek  a 
place  of  rest  and  refreshment,  provided 
they  come  to  him  in  a  fit  condition  to  be 
entertained  as  guests,  and  are  able  to  pay 
the  customary  charges.  Unless  relieved  of 
the  obligation  by  an  express  statute,  the 
innkeeper,  like  the  carrier,  is  an  insurer  of 
his  guests'  baggage  against  loss  occasioned 
otherwise  than  by  an  act  of  God  or  the 
public  enemy.  16  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  528,  and  cases  there  cited.*  Be- 
sides, an  innkeeper  is  vested  with  the  same 
power  of  control  over  his  premises  which 
the  carrier  exercises  over  such  means  of 
public  conveyance  as  he  provides.  An  inn- 
keeper has  the  right  to  exclude  from  his 
premises  all  disorderly  persons,  and  to  sup- 
press all  disturbances  therein  that  tend  to 
disturb  his  guests  or  imperil  their  safety, 
and,  according  to  the  decision  of  Chief 
Justice  Shaw  in  the  case  above  cited  (7 
Met.  596,  601),  it  is  his  common-law  duty 
to  exercise  this  power.  Aside  from  these 
considerations,  the  innkeeper,  like  the  car- 
rier, has  the  exclusive  right  to  select  all 
of  the  persons  who  are  to  aid  him  in  the 
discharge  of  his  quasi  public  functions. 
I  have  been  unable,  therefore,  to  discover 
any  sufficient  reason  why  he  should  not  be 
held  responsible  to  his  guests  for  the  con- 
sequences of  any  wilful  and  wrongful  acts 
of  his  servants,  committed  within  the  hotel, 
to  the  same  extent  that  the  carrier  is  re- 
sponsible to  his  passengers  for  like  wrongful 
acts  of  its  servants;  and  within  the  au- 
thorities above  cited  a  carrier  would  be 
clearly  responsible  to  one  of  its  passengers 
for  an  injury  inflicted  by  one  of  its  em- 
ployees under  such  circumstances  as  those 
disclosed  in  the  present  case. 

Relative  to  the  authorities  cited  in  the 
majority  opinion  and  not  already  referred 
to,  this  may  be  said:  Calye's  Case^  8  Coke, 
32a,  336,  contains  the  single  detached  state- 
ment that,  "if  the  guest  be  beaten  in  the 
inn,  the  innkeeper  shall  not  answer  for 
it."  But  it  does  not  say  by  whom  beaten, 
whether  hy  a  servant  of  the  innkeeper  or 
by  a  stranger.  This,  however,  is  a  very 
old  case,  decided  in  1584,  and  the-  statement 
quoted  is  purely  diotum  since  the  case  in- 
volved no  question  respecting  the  liability 
of  an  innkeeper  for  an  assault  committed 
upon  a  guest  within  the  hotel.  Moreover, 
as  the  learned  editor  of  the  American  & 
English  Encyclopaedia  of  Law  remarks,  in 
substance  {mde  vol.  16,  2d  ed.  p.  545),  it 
may  well  be  doubted  whether  the  statement 
above  quoted  would  be  accepted  at  the 
present  day  as  authority  for  the  doctrine 
which  it  enunciates,  since  the  modem  au- 
thorities are  opposed  to  the  view  that  an 
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innkeeper  cannot  be  held  responsible  for  an 
assault  commilted  upon  one  of  his  guests 
within  the  hotel  by  a  servant,  or  even  by 
a  stranger  when  the  innkeeper  has  not  tak- 
en proper  care  to  exclude  disorderly  per- 
sons from  his  premises. 

Curtis  V.  Dinneen,  4  Dak.  246,  30  N.  W. 
148,  was  a  case  in  which  a  guest  of  a  hotel 
kept  by  a  married  woman  sought  to  hold 
her  responsible  for  an  assault  and  battery 
committed  by  her  husband  without  her  con- 
sent^or  ratification.  The  husband  was  liv- 
ing with  the  wife  in  the  hotel,  as  he  had 
a  right  to  do,  and  was  assisting  her  to 
operate  it,  so  that  the  case  was  em- 
barrassed by  the  existence  of  the  marital 
relation;  the  court  holding  that  under 
the  circumstances  the  wife  could  not  be 
held  responsible  for  the  tort  of  the  hus- 
band. . 

The  other  cases  that  are  referred  to 
are  without  exception  cases  where  it  was 
sought  to  hold  the  innkeeper  responsible 
for  some  defect  in  the  hotel  premises,  and 


in  one  of  them  {Sandys  v.  Florence.  47 
L.  J.  C.  P.  N.  S.  598,  600)  it  was  re- 
marked, arguendo,  in  discussing  a  demurror 
to  the  complaint,  that  an  innkeeper's  duty 
"is  not  to  insure  his  guests,  but  to  see  only 
that  they  did  not  suffer  from  want  of  rea- 
sonable and  proper  care  on  his  part."  None 
of  the  cases,  however,  discuss  the  particular 
question  which  is  presented  in  the  case  at 
bar,  whether  an  innkeeper  is  liable  to  hi  a 
guest  for  the  reckless  conduct  of  one  of  his 
servants  committed  upon  the  hotel  premises, 
whereby  the  life  of  the  guest  is  jeopardized. 
In  my  judgment  an  innkeeper  ought  to  be 
held  liable  for  an  act  of  that  nature,  and 
as  respects  that  question  I  concur  in  the 
view  which  was  expressed  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Nebraska  in  Clancy  ▼.  Barker, 
ante,  642,  98  N.  W.  440,  that  was  decided 
upon  the  same  state  of  facts  which  this 
record  discloses. 

I  think  the  judgment  below  slioiild  be  re- 
versed, and  a  new  trial  ordered. 
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Tbe  duty  to  •ovnd.  ^vraralnara  wben 
trmln*  approach  a  tre»tle  over  a  high- 
way depends  upon  the  dangerous  character  of 
the  place,  which  Is  a  question  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  Jury. 

(March  25,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Willitwson 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  personal  in- 
juries alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  defend- 
ant's negligence.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Jolin  Bell  Knl&le,  C.  B.  Berry, 
and  Henderion  A  Henderson  for  appel- 
lant. 

Messrs.  Heam,  If oCorkle,  A  I«aae  for 
appellee. 

MeAliater,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 
The  defendant  in  error.  Sawyer,  recovered 

Note. — As  to  duty  to  Rive  signal  when  trains 
approach  a  trestle  over  highway,  see  also,  In 
this  series,  Bupard  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  R.  Co. 
V  L.  U.  A.  a  16. 
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a  verdict  and  judgment  against  the  com- 
pany for  the  sum  of  $1,300  damages  for 
personal  injuries.  The  company  appealed, 
and  has  assigned  errors. 

The  gravamen  of  the  action,  aa  alleged  in 
the  declaration,  is  that  Sawyer  was  driving 
in  a  buggy  along  a  turnpike  road,  and,  when 
about  to  pass  under  the  overhead  trestle^ 
of  the  company,  a  train  of  cars  rapidly  came 
upon  the  tracks,  frightening  plaintiff's 
horse,  overturning  the  buggy,  and  throwing 
plaintiff  to  the  ground,  as  the  result  of 
which  he  sustained  serious  personal  injuries. 
The  theory  of  the  plaintiff  below  was  that 
this  was  a  dangerous  crossing,  and  the  com- 
pany was  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  warn- 
ing the  public  of  an  approaching  train. 

The  declaration  comprises  five  counts,  but 
the  substance- of  the  complaint,  as  alleged 
in  the  first  count,  is:  "Said  defendant, 
Louisville  &  Nashville  Railroad  Company, 
through  and  by  its  agents  and  servants,  did 
carelessly,  wantonly,  negligently,  and  wrong- 
fully, and  without  notice  or  warning  to 
plaintiff,  run,  drive,  and  propel  one  of  its 
said  engines  and  trains  of  cars  up  to,  upon, 
over,  and  across  said  overhead  bridge,  direct- 
ly over  and  above  said  line  of  pike  road  up- 
on which  plaintiff  was  traveling  in  the  way 
and  manner  aforesaid,  on  account  of  which 
careless,  wanton,  negligent,  and  wrongful  a<'t 
of  defendant  railroad  company,  the  horse 
which  plaintiff  was  driving  became  fright- 
ened," eta 
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There  fa  no  complaint,  either  in  the  dec- 
laration or  proof,  that  the  horse  was  fright^ 
ened  in  consequence  of  any  excessive  or  un- 
usual whistling  or  ringing  of  the  bell  or  es- 
<»ping  of  steam,  which  is  usually  the  foun- 
dation of  such  actions,  as  illustrated  by  the 
ease  of  Mitchell  y.  Naahville,  C.  d  8t.  L,  R. 
Co.  100  Tenn.  329,  40  L.  R.  A.  426,  45  S.  W. 
337. 

But  it  is  conceded  that  the  train  ap- 
proached this  overhead  bridge  under  which 
the  plaintiff  was  about  to  pass  almost  noise- 
lessly. 

The  complaint  in  this  declaration  is  that 
it  was  the  legal  duty  of  the  railroad  company 
to  warn  travelers  upon  the  highway,  aJ>out 
to  pass  under  the  railroad  track,  of  the  ap- 
proach of  the  train,  and  the  failure  of  the 
company  to  perform  this  duty  was  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  the  accident. 

There  is  proof  tending  to  show  that  at 
the  locus  in  quo  of  the  accident  the  Louis- 
ville &  Nashville  Railroad  crosses  the  Frank- 
lin &  Nolensville  Turnpike  by  means  of  an 
overhead  trestle,  resting  upon  massive  rock 
walls,  which  project  out  on  either  side  of 
the  railroad,  forming  a  narrow  and  restrict- 
ed passageway  under  the  railroad.  The  view 
•of  the  approaching  train  was  to  some  ex- 
tent obstructed  by  houses,  walls,  hedges,  etc. ; 
and,  though  plaiptiff  was  looking  and  listen- 
ing for  any  train  that  might  be  coming  from 
either  direction,  he  neither  saw  nor  heard 
the  approaching  train  until  about  to  start 
under  the  overhead  bridge,  when  this  train, 
running  at  the  rate  of  about  40  miles  an 
hour,  suddenly  appeared  and  passed  over  said 
trestle  while  plaintiff  was  passing  under  it, 
or  just  as  he  emerged  from  it  on  the  eastern 
Hide.  As  a  result  thereof,  plaintiff's  horse 
became  frightened,  throwing  plaintiff  from 
the  buggy  to  the  ground,  breaking  his  collar 
bone,  and  inflicting  other  serious  personal 
injuries.  There  is  proof  tending  to  show 
that,  as  a  consequence  of  the  fracture  of 
plaintiff's  collar  bone,  a  knot  or  malforma- 
tion had  appeared  on  that  part  of  his  breast 
and  shoulder  where  said  collar  bone  was 
broken.  According  to  the  proof,  the  whistle 
was  not  sounded,  nor  the  bell  rung,  as  the 
train  approached  this  overhead  crossing. 
It  is  insisted  that  the  company  was  under 
no  obligation  to  ring  the  bell  or  sound  the 
whistle  at  this  point  in  obedience  to  the 
requirements  of  the  statute,  since  the  ob- 
struction was  not  upon  the  track  of  the  com- 
pany, but  beneath  it. 

The  theory  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  the  com- 
pany was  under  a  common-law  duty  to  sound 
the  whistle  on  approaching  a  public  highway 
4'\-tonding  under  the  railroad  trestle,  and 
which  crosj»int?,  by  reason  of  the  topography 
of  the  country  and  the  surrounding  environ- 
nipnt,  was  dangerous  to  the  public  travel- 
'••'»  L.  R.  A. 


ing  along  the  highway.  On  the  other  hand, 
it  is  insisted  on  behalf  of  the  company  there 
is  no  common-law  obligation  on  a  railroad 
company  to  sound  signals  at  an  underpass, 
and  no  liability  for  any  injury  resulting 
from  the  frightening  of  a  horse  by  the  law- 
ful and  reasonable  operation  of  a  train  over 
an  underpass.  The  company  therefore  as- 
signs as  error  the  following  instruction  of 
the  trial  judge  on  this  subject,  viz.  : 

"It  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  com- 
pany to  give  plaintiff  reasonable  warning  of 
the  approach  of  its  trains,  by  the  usual  sig- 
nals, so  as  to  put  plaintiff  upon  his  guard  on 
his  approaching  or  passing  under  the  track. 
If  you  believe  from  the  evidence  in  this 
case  that  the  plaintiff,  on  approaching  the 
overhead  bridge,  was  in  the  exercise  of  due 
care  and  caution,  as  defined  to  you  above, 
and  while  passing  under  the  overhead  bridge 
the  defendant's  train  ran  over. the  bridge, 
having  given  plaintiff  no  reasonable  warning 
of  the  approach  in  the  usual  way,  by  ringing 
the  bell  or  blowing  the  whistle;  and  if  the 
noise  of  the  sudden  approaching  train  pass- 
ing over  the  road  scared  the  plaintiff's  horse 
and  caused  him  to  run  away,  throwing  the 
plaintiff  out  of  his  buggy;  and  if  the  negli- 
gence of  the  defendant,  through  its  servants 
or  agents,  by  failing  to  give  such  warning, 
was  the  proximate  cause  (that  is,  the  direct 
and  efficient  cause)  of  his  injuries,  without 
which  his  injuries  would  not  have  occurred, 
— ^then  the  defendant  company  is  liable,  and 
your  verdict  should  be  for  the  plaintiff." 

It  is  conceded  by  counsel  on  both  sides 
that  the  question  thus  presented  by  the 
charge  of  the  trial  judge  is  one  of  first  im- 
pression in  this  state.  It  is  conceded  by 
counsel  for  the  company  that,  under  the  au- 
thorities, if  this  were  a  grade  crossing,  the 
company  would  be  onerated  with  some  com- 
mon-law duty  to  warn  travelers  of  its  ap- 
proach, but  claimed  that  no  such  duty  ap- 
plies when  the  traveler  is  not  compelled  to 
pass  over  the  railroad  track,  but  beneath 
it. 

As  illustrating  the  position  of  counsel  for 
the  company,  the  case  of  Favor  v.  Boston 
d  L.  JR.  Corp.  114  Mass.  350,  19  Am.  Rep. 
364,  is  cited,  in  which  the  court  used  this 
language,  viz.: 

**Where  a  railroad  crosses  a  highway  at 
grade,  the' law  imposes  upon  it  the  duty  of 
giving  notice  to  travelers  of  the  approach  of 
its  trains.  .  .  .  This  rule  applies  be- 
cause at  grade  crossings  the  traveler  on 
the  highway  and  the  railroad  enjoy  a  com- 
mon privilege  on  the  highway  itself,  and 
each  must  use  such  privilege  with  due  re- 
gard to  the  safety  and  rights  of  the  other. 
.  .  .  And  as  a  train  of  cars  is  a  danger- 
ous power  when  in  motion,  and  capable  of 
doine  great  injury,  a  high  degree  of  care 
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18  demanded  of  the  railroad  in  controlling  it, 
and  some  notice  of  its  approach  to  the  high- 
way is  required  both  by  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law  and  by  statute.  But  where  a  rail- 
road crosses  a  highway  by  a  bridge,  it  does 
not,  in  common  with  the  traveler,  have  any 
privilege  in  or  use  of  the  highway  itself. 
Though  the  track  and  the  highway  are  ne^r 
and  adjacent  to  each  other,  they  are  entire- 
ly distinct  and  separate.  The  railroad  has 
no  rights  in  the  highway,  and  consequently 
the  same  duties  are  not  imposed  upon  it 
that  are  imposed  when  it  passes  over  the 
highway  itself  in  common  with  the  traveler. 
It  has  the  right  to  use  its  roadbed  and 
bridge  as  a  railroad  may  use  them, — ^by 
running  its  trains  at  the  common  rate  of 
speed,  accompanied  by  the  usual  noises  at- 
tendant upon  such  exercise  of  its  rights. 
It  is  not  bound  by  law  to  notify  the  travel- 
er of  its  intention  to  use  its  bridge  in  the 
ordinary  and  usual  manner." 

In  Rya/n  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co,  132  Pa. 
304,  19  Atl.  81,  it  appeared  that  plaintiffs 
were  driving  under  defendant's  railroad  up- 
on a  public  street,  when  a  train  crossing 
overhead  frightened  their  horse  so  that  it 
became  unmanageable  and  ran  away,  inflict- 
ing serious  personal  injuries,  and  resulting 
in  the  death  of  one  of  the  children.  The 
court  said:  "The  defendant  company  was 
operating  its  road  in  a  lawful  manner.  No 
defect  was  shown  in  the  construction  of  the 
road.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  the  work 
of  competent  engineers,  approved  by  the 
chief  engineer  and  surveyor  of  the  city,  and 
in  pursuance  of  an  ordinance  of  councils  ex- 
pressly authorizing  it.  The  sight  and  sound 
of  a  moving  train  always  have  a  tendency 
to  frighten  horses.  In  this  case  the  fright 
was  occasioned  by  the  sound.  We  cannot 
measure,  nor  can  a  jury  be  properly  allowed 
to  measure,  the  amount  of  sound  which  may 
be  made  by  a  railroad  train,  either  in  cross- 
ing bridges  at  overhead  crossings  or  at  other 
places.  The  defendant  company,  under  all 
the  authorities,  has  the  right  to  operate  itb 
road  in  a  lawful  manner;  and,  when  it  does 
80  without  negligence  and  without  malice, 
it  is  not  responsible  for  injuries  occasioned 
thereby." 

In  Ransom  v.  Chicago,  Bt,  P.  M.  d  O.  R. 
Co.  62  Wis.  178,  51  Am.  Rep.  718,  22  N. 
W.  147,  liability  was  adjudged  against  the 
company  for  breach  of  a  statute  of  that 
state  requiring  certain  precautions  to  be 
observed  by  railroad  companies  before  cross- 
ing any  highway;  causing  a  horse  to  run 
away  near  a  crossing,  and  inflicting  person- 
al injuries  on  plaintiff's  wife.  The  court 
said:  "There  is  no  statute,  and  we  are 
aware  of  no  common-law  rule,  which,  un- 
der such  circumstances,  requires  railroad 
companies  to  observe  those  precautions  to 
69  L.  R.  A. 


avoid  accident.  If,  therefore,  the  defendant 
is  liable  in  this  action,  it  is  so  because  it 
failed  to  comply  with  the  requirements  of 
the  statute  prescribing  its  duty  when  its 
train  approached  the  crossing  of  the  high- 
way." 

In  Jenaon  v.  ChicagOy  8t,  P.  Jf.  d  O. 
R,  Co,  86  Wis.  689,  22  L.  R.  A.  680,  57  N. 
W.  359,  the  court  said  as  follows:  "It  is 
certainly  no  wrong  for  the  train  to  be 
run  over  such  bridges  in  the  usual  and 
ordinary  way,  and  even  in  this  way 
some  horses  going  under  the  bridge,  or 
being  near  it  at  the  same  time,  might 
be  frightened  by  it.  The  trains  must  neces- 
sarily make  considerable  noise  going  over 
the  bridge.  They  cannot  be  run  without  it. 
It  is  not  by  any  means  certain  that  a  train 
would  make  less  noise  going  over  slowly 
than  faster.  What  degree  of  noise  must  it 
make,  to  frighten  horses?  ...  As  to 
ringing  the  bell  and  blowing  the  whistle, 
they  are  only  required,  if  at  all,  in  order 
to  avoid  frightening  horses,  and,  with  that 
view,  to  warn  the  traveler  on  the  highway 
to  stop.  Where  should  he  stop,  and  how 
near  the  bridge?  If  near  the  bridge,  and 
his  horse  is  liable  to  be  frightened  and  run 
away,  he  will  be  in  a  much  more  dangerous 
condition  than  if  he  should  drive  on  and 
take  his  chances,  for  the  horse,  facing  the 
train  rushing  over  the  bridge,  would  turn 
suddenly  around  to  escape  danger,  and  upset 
the  carriage." 

The  cases  just  mentioned  comprise  all 
those  cited  by  counsel  for  the  company  in 
support  of  their  contention  that  the  charge 
of  the  circuit  judge  was  erroneous.  The  au- 
thorities holding  the  contrary  doctrine  will 
now  be  considered.  Rapalje  k  Mack,  in 
their  Digest  of  Railway  Law,  vol.  3,  S  92,  p. 
493,  state  the  law  thus:  ^'Independently 
of  statute,  it  is  the  duty  of  those  in  charge 
of  a  train  to  give  notice  of  their  approach 
at  all  points  of  known  or  reasonably  ap- 
prehended danger;"  citing  Chicago  d  A.  R. 
Co.  V.  Dillon,  123  111.  570,  5  Am.  St.  Rep. 
569,  15  N.  E.  181;  Pennsylvania  Co.  v. 
Krick,  47  Ind.  368;  Winstanley  v.  Chicago, 
M,  d  8t.  P.  R.  Co.  72  Wis.  375,  39 
N.  W.  856.  **The  absence  of  a  statute 
requiring  the  ringing  of  a  bell  or  the 
sounding  of  a  whistle  in  approaching  high- 
way crossings  will  not  excuse  the  com- 
pany for  a  failure  to  do  so  under  all  cir- 
cumstances. Where  the  view  of  approach- 
ing trains  is  obstructed,  or  it  is  impossible 
or  very  difficult  to  hear  them,  and  in  simi- 
lar cases,  it  is  clearly  the  duty  of  the  com- 
pany to  give  such  signals,  although  not  re- 
quired by  statute;"  citing  authorities. 
"Whether,  in  a  given  case,  ordinary  care  re- 
quires the  giving  of  such  signals,  is  a  ques- 
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tion  for  the  Jury;"  citing  Indianapolis,  C. 
d  L.  JB.  Co,  V.  Hamilton,  44  Ind.  76. 

Again,  the  same  author,  at  §  97,  p.  494, 
vol.  3,  says:  "Where  the  view  of  an  ap- 
proaching train  is  obetructed,  though  the 
company  is  not  required  by  statute  to  sound 
a  whistle  or  ring  a  bell  when  its  train  ap- 
proaches a  highway,  yet,  where  such  appli- 
ances are  available,  a  failure  to  use  them  is 
negligence;"  citing  cases.  "Where  an  ap- 
proaching engine  is  concealed  from  the  view 
of  persons  approaching  a  highway  crossing 
at  a  place  of  much  travel,  regardless  of  the 
statute,  the  duty  of  the  company  to  oper- 
ate its  train  at  a  moderate  rate  of  speed, 
and  to  give  the  usual  signals  of  its  approach, 
is  more  imperative  than  at  a  place  of  less 
danger;"  citing  authorities. 

Again,  the  same  author,  at  §  154,  p.  524, 
vol.  3,  says: 

"The  provisions  of  New  York  act  of  1850, 
§  39  [p.  232,  chap.  140],  prescribing  a  penal- 
ty for  running  a  locomotive  past  highway 
crossings  without  giving  signals,  applies  to 
a  crossing  where  the  track  is  carried  over 
the  highway  on  a  bridge;"  citing  People  v. 
New  York  C.  R.  Co,  13  N.  Y.  78,  Affirming 
26  Barb.  199.  "It  is  as  much  the  duty  of  a 
company  to  give  notice  of  the  approach  of 
trains  where  highways  pass  under  or  over 
the  track  as  where  they  cross  at  grade,  if 
danger  is  likely  to  result  to  persons  or  prop- 
erty from  a  failure  to  do  so;"  citing 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Bamett,  59  Pa.  259, 
98  Am.  Dec.  346. 

This  latter  case  seems  to  be  the  leading 
authority  relied  on  by  counsel  for  the  plain- 
tiff below,  and  we  shall  therefore  proceed  to 
notice  it  in  extenso.  The  facts  of  that  case 
are  that  the  public  road  crossed  the  rail- 
road by  a  bridge  19  feet  above  the  track. 
The  plaintiff  was  traveling  along  this  road, 
and  while  driving  over  the  bridge  an  express 
passenger  train  passed  under  it,  whistling 
as  it  passed,  at  which  his  horse  took  fright 
and  ran  away,  overturning  the  carriage  and 
throwing  plaintiff  out,  in  consequence  of 
which  he  was  seriously  and  permanently  in- 
jured. It  appeared  that  a  mill  on  the  east 
side  of  the  public  road  obstructed  the  view 
of  the  railroad  to  some  extent.  About  100 
rods  east  of  the  bridge  there  was  a  whistling 
post,  and  it'  was  usual  for  trains  going  west 
to  sound  an  alarm  whistle  as  they  passed, 
but  at  the  time  of  the  accident  the  whistle 
was  not  sounded  until  the  train  was  passing 
under  the  bridge.  The  court,  in  the  midst 
of  its  opinion,  said :  "The  degree  of  care  de- 
manded of  the  company  in  running  its  train 
depended  on  circumstances,  and  whether  it 
observed  due  care  in  approaching  the  bridge, 
or  was  guilty  of  negligence  in  not  sounding 
an  alarm  whistle,  was  a  question  which 
properly  belonged  to  the  jury  to  determine. 
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.  .  .  If  there  was  no  danger  to  the  per- 
sons and  property  of  those  who  might  be 
traveling  along  the  public  road  in  running 
its  trains  without  giving  any  notice  of  their 
approach  to  the  bridge,  then  the  company  is 
not  chargeable  with  negligence  in  not  giving 
it.  But  if  danger  might  be  reasonably  ap- 
prehended, it  wras  the  duty  of  the  company 
to  give  some  notice  or  warning  in  order  that 
it  might  be  avoided.  .  .  .  Whether, 
therefore,  the  company  exercised  proper  care 
and  diligence  in  running  the  train  in  order 
to  prevent  injury  to  the  persons  and  prop- 
erty of  those  who  were  lawfully  on  the  pub- 
lic oad  and  in  the  vicinity  of  the  crossing, 
was  a  question  for  the  jury." 

It  was  further  insisted  in  that  case  that 
the  company  would  not  be  liable  for  failing 
to  sound  the  alarm  whistle  except  at  points 
on  the  road  where  injury  might  result  to 
persons  on  the  track  at  road  crossings  at 
grade  and  stations.  The  court  held  that 
whether  it  is  the  duty  of  the  company  to 
give  notice  of  the. approach  of  its  trains  at 
any  poirt  on  the  road  depends  altogether 
upon  circumstances.  Where  there  is  no  rea- 
sonable apprehension  of  danger,  no  such  no- 
tice is  required.  But  if  danger  to  the  per- 
son or  property  of  others  may  be  reason- 
ably apprehended  or  is  likely  to  result  from 
the  running  of  its  trains  without  giving 
such  notice,  then  it  is  the  duty  of  the  com- 
panjr  to  give  it,  and  its  omission  is  negli- 
gence. The  court  approved  the  charge  of  the 
circuit  judge  in  saying  that  it  was  the  duty 
of  the  company  to  give  notice  wherever  dan- 
ger may  result  to  persons  rightfully  travel- 
ing on  a  public  road  that  crosses  the  track, 
whether  at  grade,  or  over  or  under  the  rail- 
road, where  danger  would  be  the  consequence 
of  want  of  notice.  It  will  be  observed  that 
the  substance  of  this  opinion  is  that,  wheth- 
er or  not  it  was  negligence  on  the  part  of 
the  company  to  fail  to  warn  travelers  of  the 
approach  of  the  train  to  a  public  crossing, 
was  a  question  for  the  determination  of  the 
jury,  in  view  of  all  the  surrounding  circum- 
stances, and  it  was  immaterial  whether  the 
railroad  crossed  the  public  road  at  a  grade, 
or  over  or  under  the  public  road. 

Another  case  very  much  relied  on  by  coun- 
sel for  plaintiff  below  is  Rupard  v.  Chesa- 
peake d,  O,  R.  Co,  88  Ky.  280,  7  L.  R.  A. 
316,  11  S.  W.  70.  In  that  case  it  appeared 
that  the  wife  of  plaintiff,  while  riding  horse- 
back on  the  public  road  at  a  point  where  the 
railroad  crosses  said  road  on  a  high  trestle, 
was  thrown  from  her  horse  in  consequence 
of  his  fright  from  the  noise  of  the  train 
as  it  passed  over  the  trestle.  The  ground 
of  liability  asserted  in  that  case  was  the 
failure  of  the  company  to  give  notice  of 
the  approach  of  the  train  to  the  cross- 
ing.    The    court,    in    considering    the    lia- 
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bility  of  the  company,  repudiated  the  doc- 
trine laid  down  in  Favor  v.  Boston  d  L.  R, 
Corp,  114  Mass.  350,  19  Am.  Rep.  364,  in 
wliich  a  distinction  was  drawn  between  the 
duty  of  the  company  to  warn  travelers  of 
the  approach  of  a  train  to  an  overhead 
bridge  or  to  a  grade  crossing.  In  the  Ken- 
tucky case  the  court  held  that  it  is  the  duty 
of  a  railroad  company,  where  a  train  crosses 
a  public  highway  on  a  trestle,  and  there  is 
danger  of  catching  a  traveler  thereunder  un- 
awares, and  frightening  the  horse  that  he 
is  riding  or  driving,  to  give  some  timely 
warning  of  the  approach  of  the  train  to  the 
crossing.  The  court,  in  its  opinion,  while 
disagreeing  with  the  conclusions  reached  by 
the  court  in  Favor  v.  Boston  d  L,  R.  Corp., 
approved  the  principles  enunciated  in 
Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  v.  Bamett,  59  Pa.  263, 
98  Am.  Dec.  346. 

tt  was  further  held  in  that  case  that  the 
question  of  negligence  in  failing  to  give  no- 
tice should  be  left  to  the  determination  of 
the  jury.  Counsel  for  plaintiff  in  error  cites 
the  case  of  Farley  v.  Harris,  186  Pa.  440, 
40  Atl.  798,  which  case,  it  is  claimed,  is  a 
modification  of  the  rule  laid  down  in  Pennsyl- 
vania R.  Co,  V.  Bamett,  59  Pa.  259,  98  Am. 
Dec.  346.  In  that  case  it  appeared  that  the 
plaintiff  was  crossing  an  overhead  bridge 
when  his  horse  became  frightened,  ran  away, 
and  injured  the  plaintiff.  The  groimds  of 
recovery  alleged  in  that  case  were  two: 
(1)  That  the  whistle  had  been  negligently 
sounded  when  the  locomotive  was  immediate- 
ly under  the  bridge;  and  (2)  that  no  whistle 
had  been  sounded  by  the  locomotive  on  ap- 
proaching this  overhead  bridge.  The  court 
said  that  the  rule  applicable  to  grade  cross- 
ings— ^that  it  is  negligence  in  railroad  com- 
panies not  to  give  warning  on  approaching 
them — ^has  no  application  to  under  and  over 
crossings  at  every  street  crossing  in  a  city. 
The  court,  in  concluding  its  opinion,  says 
that  the  cases  cited  by  the  appellant  {Penn- 
sylvania R.  Co.  V.  Bamett,  59  Pa,  259,  98 
Am.  Dec.  346,  and  other  cases )  are  all  appli- 
cable to  a  different  state  of  facts  than  are 
presented  here. 

A  careful  examination  of  Farley  v.  Harris, 
186  Pa.  440,  40  Atl.  798,  will  show  that  the 
gravamen  of  the  action  was  the  blowing  of 
the  whistle  when  Farley  was-  on  the  bridge, 
and  the  locomotive  was  directly  beneath  it. 
The  proof  was  that  the  fright  of  the  horses 
was  caused  solely  by  the  blasts  of  the  whistle 
69L.  B.  A. 


when  Farley  was  in  the  middle  of  the  bridge. 
It  is  true  that  in  the  midst  of  the  opinion 
the  court  said  that  the  rule  applicable  to 
grade  crossings  has  no  application  to  under 
And  over  crossings  at  every  street  crossing 
in  a  city.  **In  fact,"  continued  the  court, 
*'such  crossings  are  constructed  on  the  the- 
ory that,  by  adopting  them,  travel  is  un- 
obstructed, and  danger  to  travelers  on  paral- 
lel and  crossing  streets  is  lessened  by  the 
absence  of  the  .  .  .  screams  of  steam 
whistles  necessary  to  give  warning  at  grade 
crossings."  The  court  then  said  that  Penn- 
sylvania R.  Co.  v.  Bamett,  59  Pa.  259,  98 
Am.  Dec.  346,  and  other  cases  cited,  are  all 
applicable  to  a  different  state  of  facts,  and 
concludes  by  saying:  "Our  decision  is  based 
isolely  on  the  circumstance  of  an  accident  at 
a  properly  constructed  overhead  bridge  at 
one  of  the  many  street  crossings  of  a  steam 
railroad  in  a  city."  After  an  examination 
of  all  the  authorities  cited,  we  think  the 
true  rule  deducible  therefrom  is  that,  if  the 
place  is  dangerous,  then  the  company  is  on- 
erated  with  the  duty  of  warning  travelers  on 
the  highway  of  the  approach  of  its  trains,  but 
whether  the  place,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  is 
dangerous,  is  a  question  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  jury.  The  law  imposed  no  ab- 
solute duty  upon  the  company  to  give  notice 
at  this  particular  crossing.  That  duty  was 
only  required,  as  matter  of  law,  in  the  event 
the  jury  should  find  that  danger  was  to  be 
reasonably  apprehended  at  this  conjunction 
of  underpass  and  overhead  bridge.  The 
charge  of  the  trial  judge  in  this  case  made 
the  duty  of  the  company  absolute  to  give 
warning  of  the  approach  of  the  train  to  the 
crossing.  Said  the  court :  "It  was  the  duty 
of  the  defendant  company  to  give  plaintiff 
reasonable  warning  of  the  approach  of  the 
train  by  the  usual  signals,  so  as  to  put 
plaintiff  upon  his  guard  on  his  approaching 
or  passing  under  the  track."  There  was  no 
such  absolute  duty  resting  upon  the  com- 
pany either  at  common  law  or  by  statute, 
but  its  duty  in  this  respect  was  entirely  de- 
pendent upon  the  question  of  fact  whether 
the  place  was  dangerous.  The  charge  of  the 
court  should  have  been  so  formulated  as  to 
leave  to  the  determination  of  the  jury  the 
dangerous  character  of  the  place  as  the  pred- 
icate for  the  application  of  the  principle  of 
law  announced.  For  the  error  indicated, 
the  judgment  is  reversed  and  the  cause 
remanded. 
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STATE  of  Minnesota,  Respt,, 

V. 

Robert  H.  EDWARDS  et  oi.,  AppU. 
( Minn ) 

•1.  Section  St,  cbap.  22S,  p.  246,  IjAWS 
lHtf9,  rcqiitres  a  coininl»»lon  mer- 
cbant,  duly  licensed  to  sell  grain  on  com- 
mission, to  render  a  true  statement  to  the 
eonslgnor  within  twenty- four  hours  of  mak- 
ing a  sale,  showing  the  grain  sold,  price  re- 
ceiyed,  name  and  address  of  purchaser,  and 
the  date,  hour,  and  minute  when  sold,  with 
vouchers  for  charges  and  expenses.  Held: 
This  law  contemplates  an  actual  purchaser, 
other  than  the  consignee,  and  the  purchase 
hy  him  of  such  gi-ain,  after  close  of  business 
hours,  at  the  highest  price  of  the  day  upon 
the  board  of  trade.  Is  not  a  sale  within  the 
meaning  of  this  act,  and  a  report  of  such  sale 
to  the  consignor  is  not  a  compliance  with  its 
provisions.  If  the  consignee  makes  such  pur- 
chase, and  subsequently  sells  the  same  at  an 
advance,  sucft  sale  Inures  to  the  benefit  of 
the  consignor,  and  the  failure  to  return  to 
him  a  true  statement,  as  provided,  consti- 
tutes a  violation  of  the  law. 

a.  The  conslirnor  Is  not  estopped  from 
repndlntlnflr  a  pnrehase  of  grain  by  his 
consignee,  unless  he  acquiesces  therein,  and 
ratifies  the  same  after  being  fully  Informed 
of  the  entire  transaction,  including  a  subse- 
quent sale  at  a  proflt. 

8.  Tlie  statement  In  tbe  crlnalnnl  coni- 
plaint  that  defendants  wilfully  and  unlaw- 
fully made  a  false  report  is  Immaterial.  The 
penalty  is  imposed  for  a  failure  to  render 
the  report  as  provided,  irrespective  of  intent, 
and  it  Is  Immaterial  that  the  consignee  acted 
in  good  faith  and  in  accordance  with  the 
custom  of  commission  merchants  in  that 
locality. 

4.  Clinpter  :nB5,  p.  246,  Laws  1899»  Is 
constltntlonal,  and  not  In  conflict  with 
the  Federal  Constitution,  as  an  interference 
with  interstate  commerce. 

(February  17,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  an  order  of 
the  Municipal  Court  of  Duluth  denying 
a  new  trial  after  their  conviction  for  alleged 
violation  of  the  statute  governing  returns  by 
coQuniasion  merchants.     A/firmed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.      Alexander      Manhall      and 
^Warner  E*  WMpple,  for  appellants: 
Having  charged  the  offense  as  having  been 

*Headnote8  by  Lewis,  J. 


NoTB. — As  to  rule  that  agent  must  not  proflt 
at  his  principal's  expense  in  the  matter  of  his 
agency,  see  also,  in  this  series,  Tyler  v.  San- 
born, 4  L.  R.  A.  218,  and  note;  McNutt  v. 
Dlx,  10  L.  R,  A.  «60 ;  Jansen  v.  Williams,  20  L. 
R.  A.  207;  Boswell  v.  Cunningham,  21  L.  R. 
A  04;  Kimball  v.  Ranney,  46  L.  R.  A.  408 ; 
Holmes  v.  Cathcart,  60  L.  R.  A.  7S4 ;  Trice  v. 
Comstock,  61  L.  R.  A.  176,  and  Van  Dusen  v. 
Blgelow,  67  I*.  R.  A.  2S8. 
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done  wilfully  and  unlawfully,  tbe  state  can- 
not disregard  this  feature  of  the  formal 
charge  as  surplusage,  and  omit  to  prove  it. 

Felton  v.  United  States,  96  U.  S.  699,  24 
L.  ed.  875;  Potter  v.  United  States,  155  U. 
S.  438-446,  39  L.  ed.  214-217,  15  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  144. 

There  is  no  law  making  it  unlawful  for 
those  who  follow  the  business  of  grain  com- 
mission merchants  under  the  act  here  under 
consideration  also  to  buy  grain  on  the  open 
market,  on  their  own  account,  and  to  sell 
the  same  at  an  advance,  if  possible.  ' 

The  disability  which  the  law,  from  con- 
siderations of  public  policy,  imposes  upon 
the  defendants  in  this  transaction,  is  also 
imposed  upon  all  parties  occupying  towards 
others  certain  confidential  or  fiduciary  rela- 
tions. 

Gilbert  v.  Havetson,  79  Minn.  326,  79  Am. 
St.  Rep.  486,  82  N.  W.  655. 

Such  a  transaction  between  principal  aijd 
agent  is  not  void,  but  voidable- 

Allis  v.  Billings,  6  Met.  417,  39  Am.  Dec. 
744 ;  Mechem,  Agency,  S  464 ;  Story,  Agency, 
§  214;  1  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  11th  ed.  f  316a; 
Eastern  Bank  y.  Taylor,  41  Ala.  93 ;  Bassett 
V.  i?rot(>n,  105  Mass.  551;  Marsh  v.  Whit- 
more,  21  Wall.  178,  22  L.  ed.  482;  Hammond 
V.  Hopkins,  143  U.  8.  224-251,  36  L.  ed. 
134-145,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  418;  Hoyt  v. 
Latham,  143  U.  S.  553-566,  36  L.  ed.  259- 
264,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  568;  Ferguson  v. 
Qoooh,  94  Va.  1,  40  L.  R.  A.  234,  26  S.  E. 
397;  Staats  v.  Bergen,  17  N.  J.  Eq.  554; 
Porter  v.  Woodruif,  36  N.  J.  Eq.  174 ;  Adams 
V.  Sayre,  76  Ala.  509;  Ives  v.  Ashley,  97 
Mass.  198 ;  Sims  v.  Miller,  37  S.  C.  402,  34 
Am.  St.  Rep.  762,  16  S.  E.  155;  Francis  v. 
Kerker,  85  111.  190;  Greenwood  v.  Spring, 
54  Barb.  375 ;  People  v.  Open  Board,  92  N. 
Y.  98;  Jones,  Pledges,  2d  ed.  §  637;  22  Am. 
&  Eng.  Knc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  892;  Lord  v. 
Hartford,  175  Mass.  320.  56  N.  E.  609; 
Brya/n  v.  Baldioin,  52  N.  Y.  232;  2  Cook, 
Corp.  4th  ed.  §  652 ;  Bjomgaard  v.  Goodhue 
County  Bank,  49  Minn.  483,  52  N.  W.  49;  1 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc-  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  1073,  1080 ; 
1  Perry,  Tr.  §§  205-206:  Baldwin  v.  Allison, 
4  Minn.  25,  Gil.  11;  Tilleny  v.  Wolverton, 
46  Minn.  256,  48  N.  W.  908. 

Such  voidable  sales  have  the  effect  of  de- 
vesting the  property  of  the  principal,  cestui 
que  trust,  or  party  similarly  situated,  and 
passing  the  same,  subject  to  divestiture  by 
repudiation,  to  the  agent  or  trustee,  or  to 
their  vendees. 

Pearce  v.  Gamble,  72  Ala.  341 ;  Baldicin 
v.  Allison,  4  Minn.  25,  Gil.  11;  Grumley  v. 
Wehh,  44  Mo.  444,  100  Am.  Dec.  304;  Foun- 
tain Coal  Co.  V.  Phelps,  95  Ind^271;  Krusc 
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V.  Steffena,  47  111.  112;  Marshall  v.  Carson, 
38  N.  J.  Eq.  250,  48  Am.  Rep.  319;  Basaett 
V.  Brown,  105  Mass.  551;  Lytle  ▼.  Bevertdge, 
58  N.  Y.  692;  Fulton  v.  Whitney,  66  N.  Y. 
548 ;  Gilbert  y.  Hewetson,  79  Minn.  326,  79 
Am.  St.  Rep.  486,  82  N.  W.  665;  Lees  v. 
Nuttall,  1  Russ.  &  M.  53 ;  1  Perry,  Tr.  §  206. 

Being  voidable  only,  it  was  capable  of 
ratification. 

Ratification  may  be  shown  by  acts  of  ac- 
ceptance. 

Hatch  V.  Taylor,  10  N.  H.  538;  Hazard  v. 
Spears,  2  Abb.  App.  Dec.  353;  1  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Lrfiw,  2d  ed.  p.  1195;  Goss  v.  IStevens, 
32  Minn.  472,  21  N.  W.  649;  WHght  v.  Vine- 
yard  M,  E,  Church,  72  Minn.  78,  74  N.  W. 
1016;  Anderson  y.  Johnson,  74  Minn.  171, 
77  N.  W.  26;  Smith  v.  Fletcher,  75  Minn. 
189,  77  N.  W.  800;  Rohhins  v.  Blanding,  87 
Minn.  247,  91  N.  W.  844. 

Carlson's  conduct  amounted  in  law  to  a 
ratification. 

Wright  v.  Vineyard  M,  E.  Church,  72 
Minn.  78,  74  N.  W.  1015;  Anderson  v.  John- 
son, 74  Minn.  171,  77  N.  W.  26;  Rohbins  v. 
Blanding,  87  Minn.  246,  91  N.  W.  844 ;  Bas- 
sett  V.  Brown,  106  Mass.  551;  Story, 
Agency,  §  244;  Mechem,  Agency,  §  167; 
Uankins  v.  Baker,  46  N.  Y.  666;  Cook  v. 
Tullis,  18  Wall.  332-338,  21  L.  ed.  933-936; 
Marsh  v.  Fulton  County,  10  Wall.  676-684, 
19  L.  ed.  1040-1042;  Grenada  County  v. 
Brogden,  112  U.  S.  271,  28  L.  ed.  707,  5  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  125;  Sykes  y.  Columbus,  55  Miss. 
115;  Lovjry  y.  Harris,  12  Minn.  255,  Gil. 
166;  Sheffield  y.  Ladue,  16  Minn.  388,  10 
Am.  Rep.  145,  Gil.  346 ;  Wisconsin  v.  Torin- 
us,  26  Minn.  5,  37  Am.  Rep.  395,  49  N.  W. 
259;  Hunter  v.  Cobe,  84  Minn.  187,  87  N. 
W.  612;  Cleu>s  v.  Jamieson,  182  U.  S.  461- 
483,  45  L.  ed.  1183-1194,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
845;  Hoyt  y.  Thompson,  19  N.  Y.  219; 
Ballston  Spa  Bank  v.  Marine  Bank,  16  Wis. 
125;  2  Kent,  Com.  616;  Saveland  v.  Green, 
40  Wis.  431 ;  Brotcn  v.  La  Crosse  City  Gas- 
light d  Coke  Co.  21  Wis.  51. 

If  the  principal  wishes  to  repudiate  the 
unauthorized  act  of  his  agent,  he  should  do 
so  when  it  is  brought  to  his  knowledge. 

Law  v.  Cross,  I  Black,  535,  17  L.  ed.  185; 
Hoyt  V.  Thompson,  19  N.  Y.  218;  Indian- 
apolis Rolling  Mill  v.  St.  Louis,  Ft.  S.  &  W. 
R.  Co,  120  U.  S.  256,30  L.  ed.  639,  7  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  542;  Clews  v.  Jamieson,  182  U.  S.  461- 
483,  45  L.  ed.  1183-1194,  21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  845. 

The  return  of  the  proceeds  of  an  unauthor- 
ized act  is  a  condition  precedent  to  repudia- 
tion, and  the  failure  s«  to  return  or  tender 
such  prociieds  is  a  ratification. 

Johnston  V.  Miltoaukee  d  W.  Invest. Co.49 
Neb.  68,  68  N.  W.  383;  First  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Oberne,  121  111.  25,  7  N.  E.  85;  Farmers  d 
M.  Bank  y.  Farmers  d  M,  Nat.  Bank,  49 
Neb.  379,  68  N.  W.  488. 
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The  contract  was  binding  until  Garlsoo 
gave  notice  of  his  dissatisfaction  with,  and 
refusal  to  be  bound  by,  such  transactions. 

Nichols  d  8.  Co.  y.  Snyder,  78  Minn.  502,. 
81  N.  W.  516. 

Where  a  principal  confers  on  an  agent 
an  authority  of  a  kind,  or  empowers  him  to 
transact  business  of  a  nature,  in  reference 
to  which  there  is  a  well  defined  and  general- 
ly known  custom  or  usage,  it  is  the  pre- 
sumption of  law,  in  the  absence  of  anything 
to  indicate  a  contrary  intent,  that  the  au- 
thority was  conferred  in  contemplation  of 
such  custom  or  usage,  and  to  be  exercised 
with  reference  thereto. 

Kraft  V.  Fancher,  44  Md.  215;  Long  Bros. 
y.  J.  K.  Armsly  Co.  43  Mo.  App.  267 ;  Sut- 
ton V.  Tatham,  10  Ad.  &  El.  27;  Graves  v. 
Legg,  2  Hurlst.  &  N.  210;  Guesnard  v.  Lou- 
isville d  N.  R.  Co.  76  Ala.  453 ;  Samuels  y. 
Oliver,  130  111.  73,  22  N.  E.  499 ;  Oldershaw 
V.  Knoles,  4  111.  App.  63;  Bayliffe  v.  Butter- 
worth,  1  Exch.  425;  Pollock  v.  Stables,  12 
Q.  B.  765;  Goodenow  v.  Tyler,  7  Mass.  30. 
5  Am.  Dec.  22. 

By  reason  of  partial  transit  of  the  car 
through  Wisconsin,  the  transaction  lost  its 
character  of  domestic  commerce,  and  be- 
came interstate. 

Pacific  Coast  S.  S.  Co.  v.  Railroad  Comrs. 
18  Fed.  10;  Stemberger  v.  Cape  Fear  d  Y. 
Valley  R.  Co.  29  S.  C.  510,  2  L.  R.  A.  105, 
7  S.  E.  836;  Hanley  v.  Kansas  City  South- 
em  R.  Co.  187  U.  S.  617,  47  L.  ed.  333,  23 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  214;  St.  Clair  County  v.  In- 
terstate Sand  d  Car  Transfer  Co.  192  U.  S. 
454-458,  48  L.  ed.  518-520,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
300;  Wabash,  St.  L.  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Illinois. 
118  U.  S.  566,  30  L.  ed.  247,  1  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  31,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  4;  Leisy  v.  Hardin. 
135  U.  S.  108,  34  L.  ed.  132,  3  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  36,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  681 ;  Mobile  Coun- 
ty V.  Kimball,  102  U.  S.  702,  26  L.  ed.  241 : 
Bowman  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  125  U. 
S.  485,  31  L.  ed.  707,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
823,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  689. 

Being  such,  the  state  had  no  power  over 
it. 

Robbins  V.  Taxing  District,  120  U.  S.  489- 
492,  30  L.  ed.  694-696,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
45,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  592 ;  Welton  v.  Missouri, 
91  U.  S.  280,  23  L.  ed.  349:  State  Freight 
Tax  Case,  15  Wall.  280,  21  L.  ed.  163;  Jfo- 
bile  County  y.  Kimball,  102  U.  S.  697,  26  L. 
ed.  240 ;  Bowman  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R.  Co. 
125  U.  S.  480,  31  L.  ed.  705,  1  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  823,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  689,  1062; 
Gloucester  Ferry  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  114 
U.  S.  197,  29  L.  ed.  159,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
382,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  826 :  Henderson  v.  New 
York  {Henderson  v.  Wickham)  92  U.  S. 
259-271,  23  L.  ed.  543-548:  Brennan  v.  Ti- 
tusville,  153  U.  S.  289-299.  .38  L.  ed.  719- 
722,  4  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  658.   14  Sup.  Ct. 
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Hop.  829;  Waning  v.  Michigan,  116  U.  8. 
44(M6a,  29  L.  ed.  691-695,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
454;  Crutcher  v,  Kentucky,  141  U.  S.  47-58, 
35  L.  ed.  649-652,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  851; 
Norfolk  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania,  136  U. 
tS.  118,  34  L.  ed.  396,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
178,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  968;  Pickard  v.  Pull- 
tnan  Southern  Car  Co.  117  U.  S.  34,  29  L. 
•ed.  785,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  635;  Cranddll  v. 
Nevada,  6  Wall.  36,  18  L.  ed.  745;  State 
Freight  Tax  Case,  15  Wall.  272,  21  L.  ed. 
160;  Stockard  v.  Morgan,  185  U.  S.  37,  46 
L.  ed.  794,  22  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  576;  Philadel- 
phia d  S.  Mail  8.  S.  Co.  v.  Pennsylvania, 
122  U.  S.  326,  30  L.  ed.  1200,  1  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  308,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1118;  Leloup  v. 
.\f chile,  127  U.  S.  640-645,  32  L.  ed.  311- 
313,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  134,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1380;  American  Fertilizing  Co.  v.  Board  of 
Agriculture,  11  L.  R.  A.  179,  3  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  532,  43  Fed.  609;  Re  Spain,  14  L.  R. 
A.  97,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  738,  47  Fed.  208 ; 
San  Bernardino  v.  Southern  P.  Co.  107  Cal. 
524,  29  L.  R.  A.  327,  40  Pac.  796;  State  v. 
Scott,  98  Tenn.  254,  36  L.  R.  A.  461,  39  S. 
W.  1 ;  Laurens  v.  Elmore,  55  S.  C.  477,  45  L. 
R.  A.  249,  33  S.  E.  560;  Re  Wilson,  10  N.  M. 
32,  48  L.  R.  A.  417,  60  Pac.  73;  State  v. 
Northern  Pacific  Exp.  Co.  27  Mont.  419,  94 
Am.  St.  Rep.  824,  71  Pac.  404. 

The  defendants  cannot  be  held  criminally 
responsible. 

1  Bishop,  Crim.  Law,  1892  ed.  §§  317, 
S92 ;  State  v.  Mahoney,  23  Minn.  181 ;  State 
V.  Rohinson,  55  Minn.  169,  56  N.  W.  594; 
Barnes  v.  State,  19  Conn.  398;  People  v. 
Hughes,  86  Mich.  180,  48  N.  W.  943 ;  Com. 
V.  Stevens,  153  Mass.  421,  11  L.  R.  A.  357, 
i25  Am.  St.  Rep.  647,  26  N.  E.  992;  State 
V.  Heck,  23  Minn.  549;  1  McClain,  Crim. 
Law,  1897  ed.  §  188;  United  States  v.  Beaty, 
Hempst.  487,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  14,555. 

Messrs.  Freenuui  P.  Lane  and  Jolin  R. 
Bane  also  for  appellants. 

Messrs.  W.  J.  Bonahower,  Attorney 
<>eneral,  and  Waslibnm,  Bailey,  A 
Mitol&ell,  for  respondent: 

The  agent  with'  power  to  sell,  if  he  vio- 
lates his  instructions,  and,  instead  of  selling 
to  an  actual  purchaser,  makes  the  purchase 
himself,  in  effect  puts  himself  in  a  position 
of  allowing  his  principal  to  treat  the  mat- 
ter as  a  sale,  or  to  treat  it  as  a  nullity, 
when  all  the  facts  are  known. 

Looked  at  from  the  standpoint  of  the  con- 
signor, it  is  an  absolute  nullity. 

Gilbert  ▼.  Hetretson,  79  Minn.  333,  79  Am. 
St.  Rep.  486,  82  N.  W.  655;  Holmes  ▼.  Cath- 
^rt,  88  Minn.  213,  60  L.  R.  A.  734,  97  Am. 
St.  Rep.  513,  92  N.  W.  956;  Tilleny  v.  Wol- 
verton,  46  Minn.  256,  48  N.  W.  908;  Bain 
T.  Broum,  50  N.  Y.  285 ;  Leathers  ▼.  Canfield, 
117  Mich.  277.  45  L.  R.  A.  41,  75  N.  W.  612; 
•no  L.  R.  A. 


Colbert  y.  Shepherd,  89  Va.  401,  16  S.  £. 
246. 

By  no  possible  construction  of  the  law  can 
it  be  satisfied  by  a  report  made  by  the 
merchant  of  a  pretended  purchase  made  by 
himself. 

State  60  rel.  Beek  v.  Wagener,  77  Minn. 
483,  46  L.  R.  A.  442,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  681,  80 
N.  W.  633,  778,  1134. 

This  transaction  was  a  Minnesota  trans- 
action, between  residents  of  Minnesota,  and 
concerns  grain  that  was  actually  or  con- 
structively within  the  state  of  Minnesota  at 
the  time  of  the  transaction. 

Hopkins  v.  United  States,  171  U.  S.  678, 
43  L.  ed.  290,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  40. 

Where  no  discrimination  is  made  between 
the  business  that  originates  outside  of  the 
state  and  that  which  originates  in  the  state, 
the  courts  have  always  upheld  the  right  to 
require  licenses  of  persons  engaged  in  any 
business  the  regulation  or  control  of  whidi 
comes  within  the  proper  exercise  of  the  po- 
lice power  of  the  state. 

Prentice  &  Egnn,  Commerce  Clause  of  Fed, 
Const,  p.  279 ;  Emert  v.  Missouri,  156  U.  S. 
296,  39  L.  ed.  430,  6  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  68,  16 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  367 ;  Parsons  v.  Missouri,  166 
U.  S.  719,  41  L.  ed.  1187,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
997 ;  Preston  v.  Finley,  72  Fed.  858 ;  Re  May, 
82  Fed.  425;  Oliver  Finney  Grocery  Co.  v. 
Speed,  87  Fed.  413 ;  Anniston  y.  Southern  R. 
Co.  112  Ala.  566,  20  So.  915;  Carrollton  v. 
Bazzette,  159  111.  293,  31  L.  R.  A.  522,  42  N. 
E.  837 ;  State  v.  Wheelock,  95  Iowa,  585,  30 
L.  R.  A.  429,  58  Am.  St.  Rep.  442,  64  N.  W. 
620;  Stat^  y.  Montgomery,  92  Me.  439,  43 
Atl.  13 ;  Wrought  Iron  Range  Co.  v.  Carver, 
118  N.  C.  334,  24  S.  E.  352;  SchoUenberger 
y.  Pennsylvania,  171  U.  S.  23,  43  L.  ed.  57, 
18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  767. 

When  the  court  has  once  held  that  the 
business  of  selling  grain  upon  commission  is 
one  that  is  subject  to  the  regulation  of  the 
police  power  of  the  state,  it  is  placed  within 
the  list  of  business  which  may  be  regulated 
by  the  state  law,  even  though  it  be  interstate 
wholly. 

Plurnley  v.  Massachusetts,  166  U.  S.  461, 
39  L.  ed.  223,  5  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  690,  15 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  154;  12  Rose's  Notes  (U.  S.) 
p.  659. 

The  commission  merchant. who  does  his 
business  through  an  agent  makes  himself  re- 
sponsible for  the  omissions  of  the  agent  as 
fully  as  if  everything  done  by  the  agent 
had  been  done  by  himself.  The  question  of 
intent  in  such  laws  is  wholly  immaterial. 

People  v.  Roby,  62  Mich.  577,  50  Am.  Rep. 
270,  18  N.  W.  365;  People  v.  Blake,  62  Mich. 
566,  18  N.  W.  360;  People  v.  Snowberger, 
113  Mich.  86,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  449,  71  N.  W. 
497;  Smith  y.  Ayrault,  71  Mich.  487,  1  K 
R.  A.  311,  39  N.  W.  724;  Stat^  v.  Hartfiel, 
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24  Wis.  60;  State  v.  Kelly,  54  Ohio  St.  166, 
43  N.  E.  103;  State  v.  Smith,  10  R.  1.  260; 
Com.  V.  Smith,  103  Mass.  444;  People  v. 
Cipperly,  101  N.  Y.  634,  4  N.  E.  107 ;  State, 
Bay  lea.  Prosecutor,  v.  ijewton,  50  N.  J.  L. 
549,  18  Atl.  77;  Com,  v.  Gray,  150  Mass. 
327,  23  N.  E.  47;  People  v.  Lohgtvell,  120 
Mich.  311,  79  N.  W.  484. 

Mr.  Bert  Feiler  also  for  respondent. 

Iiewifl»  J.,  deliyered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

Upon  the  complaint  of  Charles  P.  Staples, 
a  member  of  the  State  Railroad  &  Ware- 
house Commission,  defendants,  oonunission 
merchants,  doing  business  at  Duluth,  were 
charged  with  having  violated  the  provisions 
of  §  2,  chap.  225,  p.  246,  Laws  1899,  in  fail- 
ing to  render  a  true  statement  to  the  con- 
signor concerning  a  consignment  of  flax.  A 
plea  of  not  guilty  was  entered,  and  the  trial 
resulted  in  a  verdict  of  guilty.  The  case  is 
brought  here  upon  appeal  by  defendants 
from  an  order  denying  their  motion  for  a 
new  trial. 

It  is  undisputed  that  the  consignor,  Vic- 
tor Carlson,  resided  at  Hallock,  Minnesota, 
and  shipped  a  carload  of  flax  to  defendants 
at  Duluth,  to  be  sold  by  them  on  commis- 
sion; that  the  car  was  shipped  from  Hal- 
lock,  January  14th,  over  the  Great  Northern 
Railroad,  reaching  Duluth  January  19,  1903. 
Carlson  made  a  draft  upon  defendants  for 
$700,  attached  the  bill  of  lading,  and  sent 
it  through  a  bank  for  collection.  The  flax 
was  inspected  January  19th  at  Duluth,  and 
was  ready  to  be  sold  upon  the  ^arket  that 
day.  The  evening  of  January  19th  defend- 
ants wrote  consignor  the  following  letter: 

Duluth,  Minn.,  Jany.  19th,  1903. 

Mr.  Victor  Carlson,  Hallock,  Minn. 
Dear  Sir: — 

We  have  received  the  following  car  of  flax 
from  you  to-day,  which  inspected  and  sold 
(subject  to  comparison  with  sample)  for 
your  account  and  risk  as  stated  below: 

How 
Car  No.    Initial  Grade  Bold  at    sold 

21048       G.  N.    No.  1  Flax  14%     119  ^ 

The  market  was  a  very  narrow  one  all 
day  and  above  was  best  price.     Acct.  sales 
&  check  to  balance  will  follow  as  soon  as  un- 
loaded.   Trusting  same  is  satisfactory,  and 
awaiting  your  further  orders,  we  remain. 
Yours  truly, 
Edwards,  Wood,  &  Co., 
Geo.  K.  Taylor,  Mngr. 

January  22d  the  following  account  was 
rendered : 

Duluth,  Minn.,  Jan.  22nd,  1902. 
Account  sales  of  Elwards.  Wood,  k  Co., 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Grain  Commissaoa  Merchants,  310  Board  of 
Trade.  Account  of  Victor  Carlson,  Hallock, 
Minn.  ^ 

Date  un-  Date    Gross 

loaded.  Car.  Grade.  Freight.  Sold.  Weight 
Jan.  21.     21048.     Flax.      83.34     1_19.  980.10. 

No.  1  14  % 
Shrinkage       Net   Weight       Price.         Amount 
by  cleaning.       Delivered. 
137.12  842.64  119  )i       |1007.3& 

75 
Freight  and  Inspection  $83.09 

Weighing 25 

Interest    

Insurance 40 

Commission  %% 5.04       88.78 

918.65 
700.00 

Balance  to  your  credit 21SJUi 

January  20th,  defendants  sold  the  carload 
of  dax  to  the  Hall  Elevator  Company  at  Du- 
luth at  $1.20  per  bushel,  an  advance  of  % 
cent,  but  of  this  sale  made  no  report  to  con- 
signor. Defendants  claim  the  sale  was  made 
to  themselves  at  the  close  of  the  business 
day,  January  19th,  and  that  the  letter  of 
that  date,  and  the  account  stated,  of  date 
January  22d,  constituted  a  report  of  the 
transaction  within  the  requirement  of  the 
statute.  Defendants  further  claim  that 
there  was  a  subsequent  ratification  of  the 
transaction  by  the  consignor. 

At  the  trial,  the  court  instructed  the  jury 
that,  when  grain  is  consigned  to  commission 
merchants  to  be  sold  upon  commission,  it  is 
their  duty  to  sell  it  in  the  open  market  for 
the  best  obtainable  price,  and  remit  to  the 
shipper  the  amount  of  the  sale,  less  com- 
mission and  necessary  disbursements;  that 
commission  merchants  have  no  right,  when 
grain  has  bee^  consigned  to  be  sold  on  com- 
mission, to  themBelves  purchase  it,  and  that 
an  attempt  so  to  do  is  not  binding  upon  the 
shipper;  that  if  such  an  attempt  is  made, 
and  thereafter  the  grain  is  sold  to  an  actual 
purchaser,  the  law  requires  the  commission 
merchants  to  make  a  true  report  of  the 
amount  received  at  the  sale  to  the  actual 
purchaser  within  twenty-four  hours  there- 
after; and,  further,  that,  if  the  jury  found 
from  the  evidence  that  the  car  in  question 
was  consigned  to  defendants  to  be  sold  on 
commission,  then  defendants  had  no  right  or 
authority  to  themselves  purchase  the  grain, 
and  any  such  attempt  at  purchase  would  not 
relieve  them  of  the  positive  duty  to  report 
to  Carlson  the  sale  to  a  subsequent  legal 
purchaser.  The  court  refused  to  instruct  the 
jury,  upon  request  of  defendants,  to  the  ef- 
fect that  they  were  not  guilty  if  the  jury 
should  find  that  the  duly  authorized  agent 
of  defendants  sold  the  carload  of  flax  to 
them,  paying  therefor  the  highest  market 
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prio^  of  that  date,  and  duly  reported  the 
same  to  the  consignor  within  twenty-four 
hours  thereafter.  The  court  also  refused  to 
instruct  the  jury  that,  if  such  sale  Vas  made 
to  defendants  in  accordance  with  the  usages 
and  customs  of  the  board  of  trade  at  Duluth, 
at  the  highest  price  obtainable  on  .that  day, 
and  duly  reported  the  same  to  the  consignor 
within  twenty- four  hours  thereafter,  and  the 
consignor  did  not,  within  a  reasonable  time 
thereafter,  repudiate  the  transaction,  then 
such  act  would  constitute  ratification  by  the 
consignor.  Error  is  also  assigned  in  refus- 
ing defendants'  offer  to  prove  it  was  the 
custom  among  members  of  the  Duluth  board 
of  trade  to  purchase  for  themselves  consign- 
ments of  grain  shipped  to  them  to  be  sold 
upon  commission  at  the  highest  market 
price  for  the  day,  in  the  event  that  other 
purchasers  oould  not  be  obtained.  The  in- 
Htruction  of  the  court  to  the  following  ef- 
fect is  also  questioned:  "The  otrense 
charged  is  that  of  omitting  to  perform  a 
positive  duty  enjoined  upon  the  commission 
merchants  by  the  law  of  the  state,  and  it  is 
immaterial  whether  he  actually  knew  any- 
thing about  the  transaction,  if  the  grain  was 
shipped  to  them  to  be  sold  upon  commission, 
or  was  sold  by  them,  or  any  authorized  per- 
son acting  for  them,  on  commission." 

Section  1,  chap.  225,  p.  245,  defines  the 
purpose  of  the  act,  and  declares  it  to  be 
unlawful  to  do  business  without  procuring 
a  license  and  giving  a  bond  for  the  benefit 
of  persons  intrusting  commission  merchants 
with  consignments;  that,  if  such  commission 
merchant  receive  grain  for  sale  on  commis- 
sion, the  bond  shall  be  conditioned  that  he 
faithfully  account  and  report  to  all  persons 
intrusting  him  with  grain  for  sale,  less  com- 
mission and  disbursements;  and  that,  if  he 
does  not  receive  grain  for  sale  on  commis- 
sion, the  bond  shall  be  conditioned  upon  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duties  as  such 
conunission  merchant.  The  record  shows 
that  defendants  were  duly  licensed  to  sell 
grain,  exclusive  of  other  agricultural  prod- 
ucts and  farm  produce,  on  commission,  at 
Minneapolis  and  ]>uluth,  and  that  they  duly 
executed  and  delivered  their  bond,  as  pro- 
vided by  law,  conditioned  to  faithfully  ac- 
count and  report  to  all  persons  intrusting 
them  with  grain  to  be  sold  on  commission, 
less  commission  earned  and  actual  disburse- 
ments. The  law  does  not  prohibit  defend- 
ants from  engaging  in  the  business  of  di- 
rectly buying  and  dealing  in  grain,  but,  so 
far  as  shown,  they  did  not  take  advantage 
of  that  privilege,  and  take  out  a  license  for 
that  purpose.  Having  held  themselves  out 
as  commission  merchants  to  sell  grain  on 
commission,  defendants  entered  into  an  obli- 
gation to  use  their  knowledge  and  position 
in  ^disposing  of  the  grain  for  the  greatest 
60  L.  R.  A. 


benefit  of  their  patrons;  and  were  required 
to  take  all  reasonable  and  usual  means  and 
precautions  to  dispose  of  the  grain  to  the 
best  advantage  of  the  consignor  immediate- 
ly upon  its  arrival;  and  if  for  good  reason 
they  failed  to  dispose  of  it  on  the  day  of  its 
arrival,  and  it  was  necessary  to  sell  it  at 
private  sale  after  business  hours  of  the 
board  of  trade,  or  to  carry  the  grain  over  the 
day,  the  same  duty  followed  them,  and  they 
were  still  required  to  exercise  reasonable  dil- 
igence on  behalf  of  the  shipper.  They  could 
not  shift  such  responsibility  by  bidding  in 
the  property  for  themselves  after  business 
hours,  and  subsequently  turn  it  over  to  some 
one  else  at  a  profit,  and  not  be  held  account- 
able therefor.  The  record  conclusively  shows 
that  on  the  following  day  the  car  of  flak, 
without  being  unloaded,  was  disposed  of  by 
defendants  to  the  Hall  Elevator  Company  at 
an  advance  of  ^^  cent  a  bushel.  Under  the 
law  of  agency  such  sale  inured  to  the  bene- 
fit of  defendants'  principal,  and  the  attempt- 
ed sale  to  themselves,  as  testified  to  by  their 
agent,  was,  prima  facie,  a  nullity.  We  can- 
not accept  as  applicable  to  this  case  the 
proposition  that,  if  the  shipper  made  no  pro- 
test after  receiving  the  report  of  the  al- 
leged sale  and  the  proceeds  thereof,  he 
thereby  accepted  and  ratified  the  sale.  On 
the  other  hand,  it  was  the  duty  of  defend- 
ants to  clearly  show  that  the  shipper  not 
only  knew  the  sale  was  made  to  themselves, 
upon  which  point  the  report  of  sale  is  silent, 
but  that  he  also  knew  that  subsequently  de- 
fendants sold  the  fiax  at  an  advanced  price, 
and,  being  possessed  of  all  these  facts,  he  ac- 
cepted the  proceeds  of  the  sale  to  defendants 
as  final,  and  waived  his  right  to  profits  on 
account  of  the  subsequent  sale.  In  this  re- 
spect the  evidence  entirely  fails.  Conceding 
there  is  evidence  tending  to  show  that  the 
manager,  Mr.  Taylor,  sold  the  fiax  to  defend- 
ants, and  made  a  report  thereof,  the  evi- 
dence fails  to  show  that  the  consignor  ever 
accepted  the  transaction  after  being  put  in 
full  possession  of  all  the  facts. 

The  complaint  charged  that  defendants 
wilfully  and  unlawfully  neglected  and  failed 
to  render  the  statement  within  the  time  re- 
quired, but,  on  the  contrary,  wilfully  and 
unlawfully  made  and  rendered  to  the  con- 
signor a  false  report  and  statement  in  writ- 
ing, in  and  by  which  they  pretended  and  rep- 
resented they  had  sold  the  flax  for  the  sum 
of  $1,007.38,  whereas  in  fact  they  sold  it 
for  $1,011.54.  The  gist  of  the  offense  is  one 
of  omission,  in  failing  to  render  a  true 
statement  to  the  consignor,  showing  what 
portion  of  such  consignment  had  been  sold, 
the  price  received,  and  the  name  and  address 
of  the  purchaser,  the  date,  hour,  and  minute 
when  such  sale  was  made,  with  vouchers  for 
all  charges  and  expenses  paid  or  incurred; 
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and  defendants  were  put  on  trial  upon  that 
charge,  and  none  other.  The  statement  in 
the  complaint  that  they  wilfully  made  a 
false  report  was  unnecessary,  and  mere  sur- 
plusage. Upon  the  trial,  however,  in  sup- 
port of  the  offense  charged^  it  was  proper  to 
prove  what  reports  were  made,  and  that 
such  reports  were  not  those  required  by  law. 
Defendants'  business  was  conducted  through 
their  local  manager,  and,  it  may  be  ad- 
mitted, they  were  acting  in  good  faith,  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  commission 
merchants  in  Duluth,  and  the  agent  may,  in 
good  faith,  have  been  endeavoring  to  comply 
with  the  law  in  making  the  stated  reports, 
but  the  question  of  good  faith  or  intent  is 
not  involved  in  this  action.  If,  under  such 
circumstances,  a  sale  to  themselves  was  un- 
authorized and  prohibited,  defendants  could 
not  avoid  the  effect  of  the  statute  in  failing 
to  report  the  sale  which  they  did  make, 
no  matter  what  their  intentions  may  have 
been.  In  State  v.  Rohinsoftf  55  Minn.  169, 
56  N.  W.  594,  it  was  held  that  the  owner 
of  a  drug  store  was  not  liable  for  a  sale  by 
one  of  his  clerks,  not  a  registered  pharma- 
cist, and  made  without  his  knowledge  or  as- 
sent. Here,  however,  that  principle  has  no 
application.  Mr.  Taylor  was  defendants* 
general  manager,  and  the  only  person  in 
charge  of  the  Duluth  office,  and  was  held  out 
to  the  world  as  their  representative  to  trans- 
act their  business,  and  no  claim  was  made 
at  the  trial  that  he  was  not  authorized  to  do 
the  very  things  which  he  did.  On  the  con- 
trary, it  was  insisted  that  his  attempted 
purchase  of  the  flax  was  justified  under  i^he 
law,  and  was  in  accordance  with  the  general 
custom.  In  this  connection  the  case  of  State 
V.  O'Connor,  58  Minn.  193,  59  N.  W.  999, 
may  be  considered,  wherein  it  was  held  that, 
in  order  to  excuse  himself  from  liability  for 
permitting  a  saloon  to  be  kept  open  on  Sun- 
day, the  master  would  have  to  show 
that  it  was  opened  against  his  will,  and  not- 
withstanding all  reasonable  efforts  by  him  to 
keep  it  closed.  The  question  of  intent  is 
not  material  in  this  class  of  statutory  of- 
fenses. As  remarked  by  Judge  Cooley  in 
People  V.  Roby,  52  Mich.  577,  50  Am.  Rep. 
270,  18  N.  W.  365,  such  statutes  are  in  the 
nature  of  police  regulations,  and  impose  a 
penalty  irrespective  of  intent  to  violate 
them,  the  object  being  to  require  a  degree  of 
diligence  for  the  protection  of  the  public 
which  shall  render  violations  impossible. 
The  statute  makes  the  act  criminal  without 
regard  to  intent.  State  v.  Heck,  23  Minn. 
549.  For  the  reasons  already  stated,  it  was 
immaterial  that  it  was  the  custom  among 
commission  merchants  at  Duluth  to  buy 
grain  at  the  highest  figure  for  the  day,  in 
case  not  sold  on  the  market.  They  could 
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not  make  that  lawful  which  was  unlawful, 
and  it  was  just  such  irregularities  that  the 
statute  was  intended  to  correct. 

The  laV  under  consideration  is  assailod 
upon  the  ground  that  it  is  in  violation  of 
the  Federal  Constitution,  as  an  interference 
with  interstate  commerce.  In  State  ew  reL 
Beek  v.  Wagener,  77  Minn.  483,  46  L.  R.  A. 
442,  77  Am.  St.  Rep.  681,  80  N.  W.  633, 
778,  1134,  this  law  was  declared  to  be  not  in 
conflict  with  the  14th  Amendment  of  the 
Federal  Constitution,  nor  with  §S  2  or  7, 
art.  1,  of  the  state  Constitution.  The  court 
at  that  time,  after  exhaustive  argument,  put 
at  rest  all  of  the  questions  touching  upon 
the  constitutionality  of  the  law,  except,  pos- 
sibly, an  intimation  that  the  statute  did  not 
apply  to  interstate  business,  but  what  was 
stated  in  the  opinion  on  that  point  was  by 
way  of  precaution  or  reservation  only. 

In  the  case  before  us,  the  consignor  re- 
sided within  the  state;  but,  to  our  minda, 
that  fact  is  not  significant.  The  law  applies 
to  all  shipments,  from  beyond  as  well  as 
within  the  state.  The  object  of  the  statute 
is  to  protect  the  public  in  its  dealings  with 
commission  merchants  against  an  infringe- 
ment upon  the  rights  of  shippers  o(  grain. 
Indeed,  the  law  might  be  open  to  the  objec- 
tion of  an  unjust  discrimination  were  its 
benefits  conferred  only  upon  the  citizens  of 
the  state.  The  question  of  transportation  is 
not  involved.  It  is  immaterial  from  whence 
the  grain  is  shipped,  over  what  route  or 
through  what  states  it  travels  to  the  point 
of  destination.  The  provisions  involved  in 
this  case  take  no  account  of  the  grain  as 
an  article  of  commerce  until  it  has  been 
sold;  and,  even  then,  only  to  require  the 
consignee  to  make  a  true  report  of  the 
transaction  within  a  reasonable  time.  The 
subject-matter  of  the  law  as  applicable  to 
this  case  no  more  relates  to  interstate  com- 
merce than  the  criminal  statutes  which  pro- 
tect grain  from  larceny  after  arrival  within 
the  borders  of  the  state.  If  it  be  an  inter- 
ference with  the  prerogative  of  Congress  to 
require  commission  merchants  to  make  a 
true  report  of  their  dealings  with  citizens  of 
Dakota  or  Wisconsin,  for  their  protection, 
why  is  it  not  equally  an  interference  with 
interstate  commerce  when  our  criminal  laws 
are  put  in  force  to  arrest  and  punish  for 
the  larceny  of  such  grain  upon  arrival  with- 
in the  borders  of  our  lines  T  We  fancy  there 
IS  no  crying  demand  on  the  part  of  the  citi- 
zens of  our  sister  states  to  be  excluded  from 
the  benefit  of  these  protective  measures. 

This  cause  was  submitted  to  the  jury  up- 
on the  right  theory,  and  we  find  no  error  In 
the  instructions  or  rulings.  The  order  ap- 
pealed from  is  accordingly  affirmed. 
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ILLINOIS  SUPREME  COURT. 


Marion  O.  PROCTOR,  Plff,  in  Err., 

V. 

Nettie  M.  PROCTOR. 
(215  111.  275.) 

1.  Service  upon  defendant  In  a  di- 
vorce muit  bF  dellverlnar  Kim  a  copF 
of  tbe  bill  and  giving  him  notice  of  the 
salt  at  his  residence  In  another  state  will 
give  the  court  no  Jurisdiction  to  enter  a  per- 
sonal judgment  against  him  for  alimony  and 
attorneys*  fees. 

S.  ]fo  Interest  in  real  estate  located 
in  anotber  state  can  be  vested  In  a 
complainant  in  a  divorce  proceedina: 
by  a  decree  which  purports  to  deal  directly 
with  the  title  to  the  estate. 

(April  17,  1905.) 


ERROR  to  the  Superior  Court  for  Cook 
County  to  review  a  decree  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  in  a  suit  to  dissolve  a  marriage 
and  secure  alimony.     Reversed  in  part. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Clarence  A.  Bnrley  and  Wil- 
liam H.  If  cSurely,  with  Mr.  Edward  B. 
Hills,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

A  decree  for  divorce  is  a  proceeding  in  rem 
so  far  aa  it  fixes  the  status  of  the  parties 
by  dissolving  their  marital  relations.  But, 
so  far  as  it  disposes  of  any  other  matter 
than  the  marriage,  it  is  a  proceeding  in  per- . 
sonam, 

2  Freeman,  Judgm.  584;  2  Black,  Judgm. 
933;  9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  745; 
Rigney  v.  Rigney,  127  N.  Y.  413,  24  Am. 
St.  Rep.  462,  28  N.  E.  405;  2  Bishop,  Marr. 


NOTB. — Jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suits  affect- 
ing real  property  in  another  state  or  country.- 

I.  In  general;    jurisdiction  limited  to  suits 

in  personam,  673. 
II.  Conditions  of  jurisdiction. 

a.  2iecessity  of  proper  case  for  equitable 

intervention,  675. 

b.  Ability  to  grant  effective  relief  "by  a 

decree  in  personam  the  criterion 
of  jurUdiction.  676. 

c  Ifonresidence  of  defendant  as  affect- 
ing jurisdiction,  677. 

d.  Discretion  as  to  exercising  jurisdic- 
tion, 678. 

III.  Particular  subjects  of  jurisdiction. 

a.  Creation  and  enforcement  of  trusts; 

substitution  of  trustees,  678. 

b.  Suit  for  specific  performance,  GSl. 
c  Suit  to  remove  cloud  upon  title;    to 

cancel  void  mortgage,  682. 

d.  Foreclosure  of  mortgage  or  other  lien. 

682. 

e.  Suit  to  redeem,  685. 

f.  Suit  to  reform  deed;   or  to  have  deed 

declared  a  mortgage,  685. 

g.  Relief  from  fraud. 

1.  As   between   parties    or   privies, 

686. 

2.  As  between  one  party  and  cred- 

itors of  the  other,  688. 
h.  Injunction,  689. 
i.  Accounting   and   incidental   relief   by 

requisition  of  conveyance,  691. 
J.  Partition,  602. 
k.  Appointment  of  receiver,  698. 
1.  Miscelhineous,  693. 

IV.  Form  of  relief;   effect  and  enforcement  of 

decree,  694. 
V.  Summary,  696. 

Scope. 

It  wUI  be  observed  that  the  foreign  decree 
Involved  In  Proctob  v.  Proctor,  purported  to 
affect  directly  real  property  in  Illinois.  In  this 
respect  the  case  is  distlngulslmble  from  those 
that  involve  merely  the  collateral  or  incidental 
effect  upon  real  property  in  one  state  or  coun- 
try, of  a  decree  of  divorce,  or  other  decree, 
rendered  in  another,  which  does  not  purport 
upon  its  face  to  affect  real  property  beyond  the 
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territorial  jurisdiction,  e.  g.,  the  effect  upon 
dower  rights  in  reul  property  In  one  state  of 
a  decree  of  divorce  rendered  in  another  which 
contains  no  provision  with  respect  to  the  prop- 
erty. The  latter  class  of  cases  is  not  includ- 
ed in  this  note,  it  being  confined  to  cases  in- 
volving the  Jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suits  the 
avowed  purpose  of  which  is  to  affect  real 
property  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdiction, 
either  directly  by  a  decree  in  rem,  or  indirect- 
ly by  a  decree  in  personam.  For  similar  rea- 
sons, the  cases  dealing  with  the  effect  upon 
real  property  In  one  state  or  country  of  a  de^ 
cree  rendered  In  another  admitting  a  will  to 
probate  or  determining  Its  construction  or  va- 
lidlty  are  also  omitted. 

I.  In  general;  jurisdiction  limited  to  suits  in 
personam. 

It  should  be  stated  at  the  outset  that  real 
property  is  subject  to  the  exclusive  Jurlsdic^ 
tiou  of  the  courts  of  the  state  or  country  In 
which  It  is  located.  Davis  v.  Headley,  22  N. 
J.  Eq.  115.  No  other  courts  may  properly 
exercise  any  Jurisdiction  over  it,  and  this  is  as 
true  of  courts  of  equity  as  of  courts  of  law. 
Therefore,  It  is  beyond  the  power  of  a  court 
of  one  state  or  country  to  entertain  a  suit  in 
rem  In  respect  of  land  in  another,  or  to  render 
a  decree  either  in  a  suit  in  rem  or  In  a  suit 
in  personam  which  shall,  ed?  propria  vigors, 
affect  the  title  to  real  property  In  another  state 
or  country.  The  following  cases  Illustrate  the 
principle  Just  stated: 

While,  by  means  of  its  power  over  the  per- 
son of  a  party,  a  court  of  equity  may,  in  a 
proper  case,  compel  him  to  act  In  relation  to 
property  not  within  its  Jurisdiction,  its  decree 
does  not  operate  directly  upon  the  property, 
nor  affect  the  title,  but  is  made  effectual 
through  the  coercion  of  the  defendant.  Car- 
penter V.  Strange,  141  U.  S.  87,  35  L.  ed.  640, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  960. 

In  Olopton  V.  Booker,  27  Ark.  482,  the  court 
said  that  it  was  well  settled  that  the  title  to 
land,  and  the  right  of  possession  thereto,  must 
be  determined  by  the  courts  of  the  state  where- 
in the  land  lies ;  that  contracts  may  be  made 
and  obligations  passed  at  points  remote  frjm 
the    land    Intended    to    be    affected    thereby, 

43 

Digitized  by  ^ 


,  Google 


674 


Illinois  Supbeme  Coubt. 


Apb., 


&  Div.  1891  ed.  §  79;  Lynn  v.  Sentel,  183 
111.  387,  75  Am.  St.  Rep.  110,  55  N.  E. 
838;  Dunham  v.  Dunham,  57  111.  App.  475. 

Process  from  the  tribunals  of  one  state 
cannot  run  into  another  state  and  summon  a 
party  there  domiciled  to  respond  to  proceed- 
ings against  him;  and  process  sent  to  him 
out  of  the  state  is  unavailing  in  a  proceeding 
to  establish  a  personal  liability. 

HarkneM  v.  Hyde,  98  U.  S.  476,  25  L.  ed. 
237;  Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  95  U.  S.  714,  24  L. 
ed.  665;  Cloyd  v.  Trotter,  118  111.  391,  9  N. 
E.  607. 

The  authority  of  every  tribunal  is  neces- 
sarily restricted  by  the  territorial  limits  of 
the  state  in  which  it  is  established. 

Pennoyer  v.  ^e/f,  96  U.  S.  722,  24  L.  ed. 
669;  Lynn  y.  Seniel,  183  111.  387,  76  Am.  St. 
Rep.  110,  66  N.  E.  838. 


Ricks,  Oh.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  defendant  in  error  filed  her  bill  in 
the  circuit  court  of  Cook  county  on  the  18th 
day  of  April,  1901.  The  bill  alleged  the 
marriage  of  the  parties,  desertion  for  over 
two  years  on  the  part  of  plaintiff  in  error, 
and  prayed  that  the  marriage  be  dissolved, 
and  that  the  plaintiff  in  error  be  required 
to  pay  permanent  alimony  and  solicitors' 
fees.  No  personal  service  was  had  in  this 
state  upon  the  plaintiff  in  error.  The  serv- 
ice on  the  plaintiff  in  error  was  by  copy  of 
the  bill,  with  notice  of  commencement  of 
suit,  and  was  made  at  Piqua,  Ohio,  his  place 
of  residence.  No  appearance  was  entered  by 
or  for  the  plaintiff  in  error  The  plaintiff  in 
error  was  defaulted,  and  at  the  trial  of  th»» 
cause  the  bill  was  taken  pro  confesao.    The 


but  whenever  litigation  must  be  had  to  test  the 
▼alldlty  of  the  claim  to  such  land,  whether  the 
contract  be  express  or  implied,  direct  or  in 
secret  trust,  resort  must  be  had  to  the  local 
laws  and  local  courts.  This  seems  to  state  the 
exclUBlve  Jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  the  state 
where  the  land  lies  too  broadly ;  for  a  court  of 
a  state  having  Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  may 
undoubtedly  declare  and  enforce  a  trust  with 
reference  to  real  property  in  another  state. 
See  infra.  III.  a. 

No  court,  state  or  Federal,  can  reach,  or  con- 
fer title  to,  or  sell  under  decree,  lands  situ- 
ated In  a  state  In  which  It  does  not  sit.  Every 
attempt  of  a  court  to  found  Jurisdiction  of  such 
lands  must,  from  the  very  nature  of  the  case, 
be  utterly  nugatory.  Williams  v.  Nlchol,  47 
Ark.  254,  1  S.  W.  248. 

While  a  court  of  chancery  which  has  ac- 
quired Jurisdiction  over  the  person  of  a  party 
niay,  in  a  proper  case,  by  virtue  of  Its  power  to 
enforce  obedience  to  its  decrees,  enforce  the  per- 
formance of  contracts  of  lands  situated  In  an- 
other state,  such  court  has  no  power  to  de- 
vest title  to  real  estate  in  another  state.  Winn 
V.  Strickland,  34  Fla.  610,  16  So.  606. 

While  a  court  of  the  state  In  which  the  hus- 
band is  domiciled  has  Jurisdiction  to  grant  a 
divorce  upon  service  by  publication  against  the 
wife,  who  is  a  nonresident.  It  has  no  power  to 
settle  the  title  to  lands  In  another  state;  and 
a  general  order  made  by  It,  purporting  to  bar 
the  rights  of  the  wife  in  the  real  and  personal 
property  of  the  husband.  Is  Ineffectual,  so  far 
as  real  property  In  another  state  is  concerned. 
Rodgers  v.  Rodgers,  56  Kan.  483,  43  Pac.  779. 

The  courts  of  one  state  or  country  are  with- 
out Jurisdiction  over  title  to  lands  in  another 
state  or  country.  Llndley  v.  O'Reilly,  50  N. 
J.  L.  636.  1  L.  R.  A.  79,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  802, 
15  Atl.  379. 

A  court  of  one  state  cannot,  by  its  Judg- 
ment or  decree,  pass  title  to  land  situated  in 
another  state.  Johnson  v.  Klmbro,  3  Head, 
557,  75  Am.  Dec.  781. 

A  court  of  one  state  cannot  decree  a  sale  of 
landB  lying  in  another  state.  Polndexter  v. 
Burwell,  82  Va.  507. 

The  courts  of  Virginia  are  without  Jurisdic- 
tion to  sell  and  convey  land  situated  beyond 
the  limits  of  the  state.  Gibson  v.  Burgess,  82 
Va.  650. 

So  a  court  cannot  directly,  and  by  virtue  of 
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its  decree  alone,  create  a  Hen  upon  land  in  an- 
other state.  Hansel  v.  Chapman,  2  App.  D. 
C.  361 ;  Short  v.  Galway,  83  Ky.  501,  4  Am. 
St.  Rep.  168 ;   Alnsleyv.  Mead,  3  Lans.  116. 

A  decree  of  a  court  of  the  testator's  domi- 
cil  in  a  suit  brought  by  the  widow  against  the 
legatees  and  others,  reciting  that  the  defend- 
ants were  heirs  of  the  deceased  and  entitled  to 
participation  in  the  distribution  of  his  estate, 
can  have  no  effect  upon  the  real  property  of 
the  deceased  in  another  state.  Cooper  v.  Ives, 
62  Kan.  395,  63  Pac.  434. 

Real  property  situated  in  one  state  cannot 
be  subjected  to  the  payment  of  a  widow's  al- 
lowance either  by  a  statute  or  by  a  decree  of 
a  court  of  another  state,  in  which  the  owner 
of  the  property  was  domiciled  at  the  time  of 
his  death.  Smith  v.  Smith,  174  111.  52,  43  L. 
R.  A.  403,  50  N.  E.  1083. 

So  a  decree  rendered  in  one  state,  revoking 
the  probate  of  a  will,  does  not  conclusively  af- 
fect the  title  to  land  in  another  state.  Doe 
ex  dem.  Pritchard  v.  Roe,  2  Penn.  (Del.)  553. 
47  Atl.  376. 

So  in  Harrison  v.  Harrison,  L.  R.  8  Cb.  342. 
the  court  said :  "As  against  the  real  estate 
In  Scotland,  the  courts  of  England  have  no 
Jurisdiction  at  all.  Any  Jurisdiction  which 
they  can  exercise  as  to  the  real  estate  in  Scot- 
land can  only  be  through  the  medium  of  some 
personal  equity  attaching  to  the  owner  in  Scot- 
land of  that  real  estate." 

Originally  courts  of  chancery  acted  only  in 
personam,  and  never  in  rem;  and,  although 
they  are  now  commonly  authorized  by  statute 
to  render  a  decree  in  rem  when  the  interests  of 
Justice  require,  they  still  act  in  personam 
when  occasion  demands.  Therefore,  when  a 
case  otherwise  properly  cognizable  in  equity  la 
presented,  a  court  of  equity  having  personal  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  parties  may,  in  the  exercise  of 
its  discretion,  assume  Jurisdiction  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter, although  land  in  another  state 
may  be  affected,  if  it  can  grant  effective  relief 
by  A  decree  acting  solely  upon  the  person  whose 
title  or  Interest  in  the  land  is  to  be  affected, 
as  distinguished  from  a  decree  acting  directly 
upon  the  land.  In  other  words,  the  court  may, 
in  a  proper  case  for  equitable  intervention,  by 
virtue  of  Its  Jurisdiction  over  such  person,  and 
its  consequent  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  itt 
decree  in  personam,  compel  him  to  do  with  re- 
spect to  land  beyond  the  territorial  jnrisdlctlon 
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court  decreed  that  the  marriage  between  the 
defendant  in  error  and  the  plaintiff  in  error 
be  dissolved,  and  that  the  defendant  in  error 
recover  of  the  plaintiff  in  error  the  sum  of 
$5  a  week  as  alimony,  and  the  sum  of  $50 
solicitors'  fees,  together  with  an  undivided 
one-third  interest  in  a  house  and  lot  belong- 
ing to  the  plaintiff  in  error,  situated  in  the 
the  city  of  Piqua.  county  of  Miami,  and  state 
of  Ohio.  From  the  above  decree  the  plaintiff 
in  error  sued  out  a  writ  of  error  from  this 
court  to  reverse  the  decree  in  so  far  as  it 
relates  to  the  recovery  of  $5  per  week  as 
alimony,  $50  as  solicitors*  fees,  and  an  un- 
divided one-third  interest  in  a  house  and  lot 
belonging  to  plaintiff  in  error,  situated  in 
the  city  of  Piqua»  coimty  of  Miami,  and 
state  of  Ohio.  The  record  shows  plaintiff 
in  error  had  no  property  within  the  state. 


The  grounds  relied  on  are  that  the  court  did 
not  acquire  such  jurisdiction  of  the  person  of 
plaintiff  in  error  as  authorized  it  to  enter 
the  money  decree  against  him,  and  did  not 
have  jurisdiction  to  enter  any  decree  affect- 
ing real  estate  in  the  state  of  Ohio. 

That  the  court  had  no  such  jurisdiction 
of  the  person  of  plaintiff  in  error  as  au- 
thorized a  money  decree  or  decree  in  perso- 
nam seems  to  be  settled  by  the  case  of  Cloyd 
V.  Trotter,  118  111.  391,  9  N.  E.  507.  In  that 
case  a  bill  was  filed  to  remove  a  cloud 
from  real  estate  situated  in  this  state. 
James  C.  Cloyd,  the  defendant  to  the  bill, 
resided  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  serv- 
ice was  had  upon  him  in  that  city  by  a  copy 
of  the  bill,  and  notice,  as  in  the  case  at  bar. 
The  defendant  defaulted,  and  the  relief 
prayed   was  granted,  and  a  judgment  for 


what  It  conid  not  itself  and  without  its  inter- 
vention accomplish.  This  principle  lies  at  the 
foundation  of  all  of  the  cases  subsequently  cit- 
ed in  this  note  which  uphold  the  Jurisdiction  of 
a  court  of  equity  of  one  state  or  country  over  a 
suit  the  avowed  purpose  of  which  is  to  affect 
real  property  in  another.  For  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  principle,  see  especially  the  cases 
cited  in  infra,  II.,  a. 

The  Lord  Chancellor  (Nottingham),  In  Ai« 
glasse  V.  Mnschamp,  1  Vern.  75,  thus  quaintly 
replied  to  an  objection  that  a  court  of  equity 
of  England  had  no  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit  for  re- 
lief from  a  fraudulent  conveyance  of  land  in 
Ireland :  ''This  is  surely  only  a  Jest  put  upon 
the  Jurisdiction  of  this  court  by  the  common 
lawyers;  for  when  yon  go  about  to  hind  the 
lands,  and  grant  a  sequestration  to  execute  a 
decree,  then  they  readily  tell  you  that  the  au- 
thority of  this  court  is  only  to  regulate  a  man's 
conscience,  and  ought  not  to  affect  the  estate, 
but  that  this  court  must  agere  in  personam 
only ;  and  when,  as  in  this  case,  you  prosecute 
the  person  for  a  fraud,  they  tell  you,  you  must 
not  intermeddle  here,  because  the  fraud, 
though  committed  here,  concerns  lands  that  lie 
in  Ireland,  which  makes  the  Jurisdiction  local, 
and  so  would  wholly  elude  the  Jurisdiction  of 
this  court.** 

The  following  case  states  sharply  and  con- 
cisely the  nature  and  general  scope  of  the  pecul- 
iar Jurisdiction  discussed  in  this  note. 

The  ■  Jurisdiction  acquired  by  the  courts  in 
one  state  over  parties  to  an  action  incidentally 
affecting  lands  In  another  state  is  a  Jurisdic- 
tion purely  in  personam.  The  decree  or  Judg- 
ment cannot  have  any  extraterritorial  force 
in  rem,  Bullock  v.  Bullock,  52  N.  J.  Eq.  661, 
27  L.  B.  A.  213,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  528,  30  Atl. 
676» 

It  will  be  observed,  in  addition  to  the  other 
obJecMons  to  giving  efTect  to  the  Ohio  decree  in- 
volved in  Pboctob  v.  Proctob,  so  far  as  real 
property  in  Illinois  was  concerned,  that  it  was 
not  a  decree  in  personam,  but  a  decree  in  rem, 
purporting  to  affect  directly  the  property  in 
question. 

II.  Conditions  of  Jurisdiction. 

a.  Xeoessitjf  of  proper  case  for  equitahle  inter- 
vention. 

As  will  be  shown  in  II.  b,  the  ability  to 
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grant  effective  relief  by  a  decree  operating  sole- 
ly against  the  person  in  a  necessary  condition 
of  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity  over  a 
suit,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  affect  real  prop- 
erty in  another  state  or  country.  That,  how- 
ever, is  not  the  only  condition  of  such  Jurisdic- 
tion. To  warrant  the  court  in  entertaining  such 
a  suit,  it  must  also  appear  that  the  case,  inde- 
pendently of  the  location  of  the  land  beyond 
the  territorial  Jurisdiction,  is  a  proper  one  for 
equitable  intervention.  Chief  Justice  Marshall 
defined  this  indirect  Jurisdiction  as  follows :  "In 
a  case  of  fraud,  of  trust,  or  of  contract,  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  a  court  of  chancery  Is  sustainable 
wherever  the  person  be  found,  although  lands 
not  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  that  court  may 
be  affected  by  the  decree."  This  statement  of 
the  Jurisdiction  has  been  very  frequently  quoted 
and  approved  In  subsequent  cases.  See,  for  ex- 
ample, Carpenter  v.  Strange,  141  V.  S.  87,  35 
L.  ed.  640,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  060 ;  Binney's  Case, 
2  Bland,  Ch.  90 ;  DeKlyn  v.  Watklns,  3  Sandf. 
Ch.  185 ;  Davis  v.  Morri^s,  76  Va.  21.  It  fol- 
lows that  a  court  of  equity  of  one  state  or  coun- 
try will  not  assume  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit  that 
in  its  essence  involves  merely  the  title  or  pos- 
session of  land  in  another,  and  presents  no 
ground  of  equitable  intervention.  In  other 
words,  if  the  action  is  one  which,  if  it  related 
to  real  property  within  the  territorial  Jurisdic- 
tion, would  be  at  law,  and  not  in  equity,  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  assume  Jurisdiction  merely  be- 
cause, the  property  being  beyond  the  territo- 
rial Jurisdiction,  a  court  of  law  cannot  entertain 
an  action  in  respect  of  It. 

Thus,  Chief  Justice  Marshall  said,  in  Massie 
V.  Watts,  6  Cranch,  148,  3  L.  ed.  181,  that,  if 
the  cause  of  action  in  that  case  were  to  be  con- 
sidered as  involving  a  naked  question  o*  title  to 
land  in  Virginia,  the  court  of  Kentucky  would 
not  have  had  Jurisdiction. 

An  action  of  ejectment  cannot  be  maintained 
in  the  circuit  court  of  the  district  of  Michigan 
for  land  in  any  other  district.  Northern  In- 
diana R.  Co.  V.  Michigan  C.  R.  Co.  15  How. 
233,  14  L.  ed.  674. 

A  decree  recovered  In  the  courts  of  Kentucky 
in  a  real  action  to  try  the  title  of  lands  in  New 
Jersey,  or  in  ejectment  for  the  possession, 
would  be  a  perfect  nullity.  No  action  could  be 
brought  upon  it  in  New  Jersey  to  obtain  execu- 
tion of  it.  It  would  be  simply  void.  A  decree 
to  deliver  possession  of  lands  in^-£7ew  Jerapy 
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costs  against  the  defendant,  Cloyd,  was 
awarded.  On  error  this  court  held  that,  in 
so  far  as  the  proceeding  was  in  rem,  the 
decree  was  valid,  but  that  the  court  was 
without  jurisdiction  to  enter  a  decree  for 
costs  against  Cloyd,  as  that  was  in  perso 
nam.  In  so  far  as  the  proceeding  at  bar  re- 
lated to  the  marital  relation  and  its  dissolu- 
tion, the  proceeding  is  regarded  as  one  in 
rem,  and  the  court  was  warranted  in  enter- 
ing its  decree  dissolving  the  same.  But 
the  court  could  ^  no  farther.  It  could  not 
enter  any  binding  decree  in  personam 
against  plaintiff  in  error.  2  Black,  Judgm. 
I  933;  9  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
745;  Rigney  v.  Rigney,  127  N.  Y.  413,  24 
Am.  St.  Rep.  462,  28  N.  E.  405;  Pennoyer  v. 
Neif,  95  U.  S.  727,  24  L.  ed.  570. 
So  much  of  the  decree  as  sought  to  vest 


in  defendant  in  error  an  interest  in  real 
estate  in  Ohio  was  extraterritorial  and  be- 
yond the  jurisdiction  of  the  oourt.  That 
part  of  the  decree  was  purely  a  proceeding 
in  rem,  and  the  rea,  having  its  situs  in 
another  state,  must  be  controlled  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  of  its  situs.  Lynn  v.  Bentel, 
183  111.  382,  75  Am.  St.  Bep.  110,  65  N.  £. 
838;  Pennoyer  v.  Veff,  05  U.  8.  727,  24  L. 
ed.  570;  Story,  Confl.  L.  i  539. 

In  decreeing  alimony,  solicitors'  fees,  and 
an  interest  in  the  land  in  Ohio,  the  court 
was  in  error,  and  in  those  respects  the  de- 
cree is  reversed.  As  to  the  divorce  no  re- 
versal is  asked,  and  the  decree  remains  in 
force  and  is  affirmed.  Plaintiff  will  have 
judgment  for  costs. 

Decree  reversed  in  part* 


might  be  enforced  by  the  courts  of  Kentucky ; 
if  in  possession  of  the  person  of  the  defendaut, 
he  could  be  imprisoned,  or  even  subjected  to 
peine  forte  ci  dure  until  he  actually  delivered  It. 
Davis  V.  Headley,  22  N.  J.  Bq.  115. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  no  Jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  which,  in  its  essence,  involves  the  pos- 
sebfllon  of  real  property  In  another  state,  such 
possession  not  being  incidental  to  the  enforce 
ment  of  a  contract,  or  trust,  or  relief  from 
fraud,  but  being  in  itself  the  foundation  of  the 
controversy.  Lindsley  v.  Union  Silver  Star 
Min.  Co.  26  Wash.  301,  66  Pac.  882. 

Thomas  v.  Huklll,  181  Pa.  298,  18  Atl.  876, 
affirmed  a  decree  dismissing  a  bill  filed  by  a 
second  lessee,  out  of  possession,  of  oil  lands 
situated  in  another  state,  alleging  a  forfeiture 
incurred  by  a  prior  lessee,  in  possession  for 
failure  to  perform  his  covenants,  and  praying 
for  an  injunction  to  restrain  further  opera- 
tions and  for  a  decree  declaring  the  prior 
lease  void,  and  for  an  account.  The  supreme 
court  said  that,  while  the  proceeding  was  in 
form  a  bill  In  equity,  it  was  in  substance  a 
possessory  action  involving  the  title  to  real 
estate ;  that  the  decree  of  the  court  could  only 
affect  the  person  of  the  litigants,  and  could  not 
control  the  title  and  possession  of  the  land  ;  and 
therefore  the  eiercise  of  such  Jurisdiction 
would  be  of  at  least  doubtful  propriety,  even 
though  the  parties  were  residents  of  Pennsyl- 
vania. 

A  court  will  not  entertain  Jurisdiction  where 
the  naked  question  of  title  Is  involved,  or  a 
mere  trespass  or  nuisance  on  extraterritorial 
real  property  is  sought  to  be  restrained. 
Chase  v.  Knickerbocker  Phosphate  Co.  82  App. 
DIv.  400,  53  N.  Y.  Supp.  220. 

Equity  acts  in  personam  when  the  parties 
are  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  though 
the  lands  affected  be  within  another  state,  but 
not  to  the  extent  of  awarding  relief  more  ap- 
propriately obtainable  in  a  common-law  action 
of  ejectment  triable  by  a  Jury  of  the  viclnace. 
Genet  v.  Delaware  &  H.  Canal  Co.  13  Misc.  409, 
35  N.  Y.  Supp.  147.  In  this  case  the  court 
fuild  that  a  determination  that  a  contract  relat- 
ing to  land  In  another  state  should  be  rescind- 
ed on  account  of  breache«,  with  a  decree  re- 
quiring the  defendants  to  remove  from  the 
lands  all  their  apparatus,  etc.,  and  to  surrender 
the  premises  to  the  plaintiff,  would,  in  effect, 
W  to  enforce  an  action  of  ejectment  from  the 
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lands,  a  Jurisdiction  which  the  court  could  not 
assume ;  the  rule  being  that  actions  for  the 
possession  of  real  property  must  l>e  brought  in 
the  forum  ret  eiitt, 

b.  Ahiliiy  to  grant  effective  relief  hy  a  decree 
in  personam  tKe  criterion  of  jurisdiction. 

The  nonresldence  of  the  defendant,  and  the 
laabllity  to  subject  him  personally  to  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court,  do  not  necessarily  de- 
feat the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity  over 
a  suit  affecting  lands  within  the  territorial  ju- 
risdiction, since,  as  stated  in  supra,  1.,  such 
courts  are  now  commonly  empowered  by  statute 
to  grant  decrees  in  rem  In  respect  of  land  with- 
in the  territorial  Jurisdiction.  It  is  otherwise 
In  respect  of  real  property  beyond  the  terri- 
torial Jurisdiction.  Assuming  that  a  proper 
case  for  equitable  intervention  is  presented,  the 
criterion  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity 
over  a  suit,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to  affect 
real  property  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdic- 
tion, is  Its  ability  to  grant  effective  relief  by  a 
decree  in  personam;  and,  therefore,  in  order 
to  uphold  the  Jurisdiction,  the  defendant  must 
be  personally  subject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
oourt ;  and  to  subject  him  personally  to  the 
Jurisdiction,  he  must.  If  a  nonresident,  either 
have  appeared,  or  have  been  served  personally 
within  the  Jurisdiction;  constructive  service, 
or  service  outside  of  the  Jurisdiction,  is  not 
sufficient  (see  note  to  Finney  v.  Providence 
Loan  &  Invest.  Co.  GO  L.  R.  A.  577)  ;  though, 
according  to  the  weight  of  authority,  such  serv- 
ice  is  sufficient  if  the  defendant  is  a  resident, 
though  temporarily  absent  from  the  Jurisdic- 
tion (see  same  note). 

An  exception  to  the  rule  that  the  defendant 
must  be  personally  subject  to  the  Jurisdiction 
of  the  court  was,  however,  made  in  the  case  of 
Ward  V.  Arredondo,  Ilopk.  Ch.  213,  14  Am. 
Dec.  543,  which  held  that  a  court  of  equity 
might  enforce  speclHc  performance  of  a  con- 
tract for  the  sale  of  land  outside  the  state, 
notwithstanding  that  the  vendor  was  out  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  by  laying  hold  of  a  deed  which  he 
had  sent  to  an  agent  within  the  state  to  be 
delivered  npon  the  payment  of  a  certain  sum. 
which  was  In  excess  of  that  found  to  be  doe 
him  upon  an  accounting.  This  seems  to  be 
the  only  case  in  which  the  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  in  personam,  the  purpose  of  which  is   to 
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affect  real  property  In  another  state  or  country 
has  been  upheld,  when  the  owner  of  the  titk 
or  interest  to  he  affected  was  not  personal!} 
subject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court;  and 
In  this  case  the  Jurisdiction  was  upheld  onlj 
because  of  the  court's  control  oyer  the  deed. 

In  Cookney  y.  Anderson,  32  Ia  J.  Ch.  N.  S 
427,  0  Jar.  N.  8.  786,  8  L.  T.  N.  8.  295,  11 
Week.  Rep.  629,  It  was  held  that  the  court  of 
chancery  gf  England  had  no  power,  in  a  suit 
to  carry  out  trusts  under  a  deed  made  in  Scot- 
land, to  order  a  copy  of  the  bill  to  be  serred 
on  the  defendants  out  of  the  Jurisdiction,  It 
appearing  that  they  were  nonresidents.  It  was 
further  held  in  this  case  that,  the  defendants 
havinfir  appeared  and  demurred  to  the  bill,  the 
demurrer  must  be  allowed,  although  the  de 
fendants  did  not  move  to  discharge  the  order 
of  service. 

A  decree  requiring  the  conveyance  of  prop 
erty  in  another  state  by  nonresidents  who  are 
not  personally,  but  only  constructively,  before 
the  court,  would  be  nugatory.  McOaw  v. 
Oortner,  96  Md.  489,  04  Atl.  133. 

Existence  or  nonexistence  of  the  power  to 
make  a  decree  which  the  court  can  enforce  is 
fl  good  test  by  which  to  try  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  court     Ihid. 

Ordinarily  a  court  of  equity  having  personal 
Jurisdiction  of  the  defendant  will,  in  case  of 
fraud,  of  trust,  or  of  contract,  grant  relief,  al- 
though lands  not  within  the  Jurisdiction  of  the 
court  will  be  affected  by  the  decree,  upon  the 
principle  that,  in  equity,  the  primary  decree 
la  in  personam,  and  not  in  rem;  still,  in  such 
eases  relief  will  not  be  granted  unless  that 
sought  is  of  such  a  nature  as  the  court  is 
capable  of  administering  in  the  particular  case. 
IlHrrls  V.  Pullman,  84  111.  20,  25  Am.  Rep.  416. 

The  power  of  a  court  of  equity  to  require 
one  personally  subject  to  Its  Jurisdiction  to 
execute  a  conveyance  is  the  most  prolific  source 
of  its  Jurisdiction  of  suits  the  purpose  of  which 
Is  to  affect  real  property  beyond  the  territorial 
Jurisdiction.  And  a  court  of  equity  having  per- 
sonal Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  may  entertain 
a  suit,  otherwise  cognizable  in  equity, — or  at 
least  any  such  suit  arising  out  of  fraud,  of 
trust,  or  of  contract, — in  which  effective  relief 
may  be  granted  by  a  decree  requiring  a  con- 
veyance of  land  in  another  state  or  country. 
Massie  v.  Watts,  6  Cranch,  148,  8  L.  ed.  181 : 
I^wis  T.  Darling,  16  How.  1,  14  L.  ed.  819; 
Corbett  v.  Nutt,  10  Wall.  464,  19  L.  ed.  976 ; 
Pennoyer  v.  Neff,  95  U.  S.  714,  2  i  L.  ed.  565 ; 
Tardy  v.  Morgan,  8  McLean,  358,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
18.752;  Lyman  v.  Lyman,  2  Paine,  11,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  8,628;  McGee  v.  Sweeney,  84  Cal. 
100,  23  Pac.  1117;  Enos  v.  Hunter,  9  111.  211 
(ohiier)  ;  Oilllland  v.  Inabnit,  92  Iowa,  46,  60 
X.  W.  211 ;  Seixas  v.  King.  39  La.  Ann.  510,  2 
So.  416;  Vreeland  v.  Vreeland.  49  N.  J.  Eq. 
322,  24  Atl.  551 ;  Bullock  v.  Bullock,  52  N.  J. 
Eq.  561,  27  L.  R.  A.  213,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  528, 
30  Atl.  676;  Mead  v.  Merrltt,  2  Paige,  402; 
Mitchell  V.  Bunch,  2  Paige,  606,  22  Am.  Dec. 
669 ;  Chase  v.  Knickerbocker  Phosphate  Co.  32 
App.  Div.  400,  68  N.  Y.  Supp.  220;  Orr  v. 
Irwin,  4  N.  C.  (2  Car.  Law  Repos.)  465; 
Klrklln  v.  Atlas  Sav.  &  L.  Asso.  (Tenn.  Ch. 
App.)  60  S.  W.  149;  Moseby  v.  Burrow.  52 
Tex.  396 ;  Morris  v.  Hand,  70  Tex.  481,  8  S.  W. 
210;    Farley  v.  Shippen,  Wythe   (Va.)    135. 

Where  the  necessary  parties  are  before  a 
court  of  equity,  It  is  immaterial  that  the  res 
of  the  controversy,  whether  it  be  real  or  per- 
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sonal  property,  Is  beyond  the  territorial  Ju- 
risdiction. It  has  power  to  compel  the  defend- 
ant to  do  all  things  nece^snry,  according  to  the 
l€9  looi  rei  Mtw,  which  he  could  do  voluntarily, 
to  give  full  effect  to  the  decree  against  him. 
Without  regard  to  the  situation  of  the  sub- 
ject-matter, such  courts  consider  the  equities 
between  the  parties,  and  decree  in  personam 
according  to  those  equities,  and  enforce  obedi- 
ence to  their  decrees  by  process  in  personam, 
Phelps  T.  McDonald,  99  U.  8.  298,  25  L.  ed. 
478. 

Excluding  cases  where  a  suit  is  brought  In 
one  state  or  country  to  restrain  legal  proceed- 
ings in  another  In  respect  of  lands  situated  in 
the  latter,  it  may  be  said  for  practical  pur- 
poses that  a  court  of  equity  will  not,  by  virtue 
of  Its  Jurisdiction  over  the  person  whose  title 
or  interest  Is  to  be  affected,  compel  him  to  take 
any  action  in  respect  of  real  property  beyond 
the  territorial  Jurisdiction,  unless  a  case  is  pre- 
sented of  which  equity  might  take  cognisance 
if  the  land  were  within  its  territorial  Jurisdic- 
tion. The  converse  of  this  proposition  is  not 
necessarily  true,  since  the  location  of  land 
within  the  territorial  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
equity  may  enable  It  to  grant  relief  by  a  de- 
cree in  rem,  which  could  not  be  effectually 
i^ranted  by  a  decree  in  personam.  See  infra, 
III.,  J,  with  reference  to  a  suit  for  partition. 

c.  Jfonresidenee  of  defendant  a$  affecting  ju» 
risdiction. 

In  some  of  the  cases  the  rule  with  respect 
to  the  Jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suits  in  per- 
sonam, the  purpose  of  which  Is  to  affect  real 
property  in  another  state  or  country.  Is  stated 
with  the  condition  or  qualification  that  the 
suit  must  be  against  a  resident  of  the  state 
or  country  where  the  suit  is  brought. 

Thus,  In  Todd  v.  Lancaster,  104  Ky.  427,  47 
S.  W.  836,  the  court  said :  '*It  is  well  settled 
that  suits  for  rescission,  or  for  specific  per- 
formance of  agreements  respecting  land,  are 
transitory,  and  not  local.  Kendrick  v.  Wheat- 
ley,  8  Dana,  84;  Bullitt  v.  Eastern  Kentucky 
Land  Co.  99  Ky.  324,  36  S.  W.  16.  But  this 
rule  is  not  applicable  to  suits  against  nonresi- 
dents. In  such  cases  the  courts  where  the  land 
is  situated  have  Jurisdiction  to  rescind  the  con- 
tract for  fraud  or  other  reason,  or  enforce  its 
specific  execution.    This  is  a  rule  of  necessity." 

So,  in  Wicks  T.  Camthers,  13  Lea,  353,  it 
was  said  that  courts  of  equity  act  in  personam 
in  most  cases  where  they  have  Jurisdiction  of 
the  person,  and  compel  parties  to  perform  con- 
tracts for  conveyance  of  lands  In  foreign  coun- 
tries ;  but  the  essential  qualification  of  the  rale 
Is,  "If  the  parties  are  resident  within  the  ter- 
ritorial Jurisdiction  of  the  court." 

In  Solenberger  v.  Herr  (Va.)  27  S.  E.  889, 
the  court  said  that,  If  a  bill  to  compel  one  to 
acknowledge  the  trust  character  of  his  holding 
of  real  property  had  otherwise  set  forth  a 
proper  case  for  the  intervention  of  equity, 
it  could  not  be  sustained  in  view  of  the  fact 
that  the  defendant  was  a  resident  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  that  the  subject  of  the  alleged  trust 
was  real  estate  in  West  Virginia;  since  the 
court  had  Jurisdiction  neither  of  the  trustee 
nor  of  the  subject  of  the  trust,  and  it  could 
acquire  no  Jurisdiction  of  either  unless  he  came 
forward  and  voluntarily  submitted  himself  to 
Its  Jurisdiction,  which  it  could  not  be  expect- 
ed that  he  would  do. 
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A  court  of  equity  will  not  entertain  a  suit 
by  a  person  residing  within  its  Jurisdiction 
against  parties  residing  in  Scotland  in  respect 
of  real  property  situated  there,  and  upon  a 
contract  entered  into  there  which  contains  no 
special  provision  affecting,  In  any  way,  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  locus  contractus.  Cookney  y. 
Anderson,  32  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  305,  Affirmed  In 
32  L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  427. 

Matthaei  v.  Galitzin,  L.  R.  18  Eq.  340,  sus- 
tained a  demurrer  to  a  hill  filed  hy  a  foreigner 
against  another  foreigner,  and  against  an  Eng- 
lish company  formed  for  working  a  Russian 
mine,  to  restrain  the  English  company  from 
paying  to  the  codefendant  a  part  of  the  profits 
of  the  mine,  which  were  claimed  hy  the  plain- 
tiff, and  for  an  account  of  profits  against  the 
company,  upon  the  ground  that  the  matter  re- 
lated to  foreign  property,  and  that  the  substan- 
tial controversy  was  between  parties  who  were 
lK)th  foreigners.  See  also  Norris  v.  Chambres, 
20  Beav.  246,  Affirmed  in  3  De  O.  F.  &  J.  583, 
infra,  II.,  d,  and  Blake  v.  Blake,  18  Week.  Rep. 
944,  infra.  III.,  g,  1. 

It  is  doubtful,  however,  whether  these  courts 
Intended  to  make  the  residence  of  the  defend- 
ant w^ithin  the  Jurisdiction  where  the  suit  is 
brought  an  absolute  condition  of  the  Jurisdic- 
tion considered  from  the  broad  point  of  view  of 
private  international  and  interstate  law.  Prac- 
tically, of  course,  the  non residence  of  the  de- 
fendant will  frequently  defeat  the  Jurisdiction 
because  of  the  inability  to  subject  him  person- 
ally to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  which,  as 
shown  in  supra,  II.,  a,  is  a  condition  of  the  Ju- 
risdiction of  a  suit  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
affect  land  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdiction. 
If,  however,  the  defendant,  though  a  nonresi- 
dent, is  personally  served  within  the  state  or 
country  where  the  suit  is  brought,  or  .volunta- 
rily appears,  it  would  seem,  upon  principle,  that 
his  nonresidence  would  not  necessarily  defeat 
the  Jurisdiction;  and  In  many  of  the  cases 
cited  in  infra.  III.,  the  Jurisdiction  was  up- 
held, notwithstanding  that  the  defendant  was  a 
nonresident,  he  having  been  personally  served 
within  the  Jurisdiction,  or  having  appeared. 
Most  of  these  cases  seem  to  assume,  without 
questioning  the  point,  that  if  the  defendant  is 
personally  subject  to  the  Jurisdiction,  his  resi- 
dence or  nonresidence  is  Immaterial.  But  In 
Mussina  v.  Belden.  6  Abb.  Pr.  IG."),  which  held 
that  the  supreme  court  of  New  York  had  Ju- 
risdiction of  a  suit  for  fraudulent  conspiracy 
by  defendants  In  another  state  to  devest  the 
plaintiff  of  his  title  to  land  in  that  state,  the 
relief  sought  being  damages  for  the  wrong  and 
an  accounting  and  payment  of  rents  and  profits, 
the  court  said  that  it  was  not  necessary  that 
the  defendants  should  be  residents  of  New 
York;  it  was  sufficient  if  they  were  served 
with  process  within  the  state,  however  brief 
their  sojourn  there. 

In  Wicks  V.  Caruthers,  13  Lea,  ;ir  ;,  supra, 
the  court  held  that  a  decree  requiring  a  non- 
resident to  convey  should  not  be  granted,  al- 
though he  bad  been  personally  served  within 
the  state,  it  appearing  that  be  was  no  longer 
within  the  state.  The  court  said  that  a  de- 
cree ordering  him  to  convey  would  only  give  au- 
thority in  Tennessee,  and  be  waste  paper  as 
soon  as  he  crossed  the  line  of  Mississippi ;  and 
that  the  court  would  not  make  a  mere  declara- 
tion of  right  which  it  could  not  enforce.  This 
suggests  a  practical  difficulty  in  enforcing  the 
decree  when  the  defendant  is  a  nonresident, 
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though  within  the  Jurisdiction  at  the  time  of 
the  commencement  of  the  suit,  since  he  may  de- 
part from  the  Jurisdiction  before  the  decree, 
and  thus  render  the  court  powerless,  for  the 
time,  at  least,  to  enforce  the  decree.  The  dif- 
ference in  this  respect,  however,  between  a  non- 
resident and  a  resident  Is  merely  one  of  degree, 
since  even  a  defendant  who  is  a  resident  at 
the  time  of  the  commencement  of  the  suit  may 
depart  from  the  state  pending  th<^  suit.  At 
most  the  nonresidence  of  the  defendant,  assum- 
ing that  he  is  at  any  time  after  the  commence- 
ment of  the  suit  personally  subject  to  the  Ju- 
risdiction, would  seem  to  be  a  matter  that 
merely  affects  the  discretion  of  the  court  fn 
exercising  the  Jurisdiction  or  the  practical  pos- 
sibility of  enforcing  the  decree,  rather  than  the 
existence  of  the  Jurisdiction. 

d.  Discretion  as  to  emercising  jurisdiction. 

The  existence  of  the  Jurisdiction  is  one  thing, 
end  the  discretion  of  the  court  with  respect  to 
its  exercise  is  another.  As  will  appear  from 
the  cases  cited  in  the  subdivisions  of  infra.  III., 
the  courts  have  frequently  refused,  as  a  mat- 
ter of  discretion,  to  entertain  suits,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  was  to  affect  lands  beyond  the 
territorial  Jurisdiction,  even  though  the  exis- 
tence of  the  Jurisdiction  was  conceded.  For 
example  in  Norris  ▼.  Chambres,  29  Beav.  246 
(Affirmed  in  3  De  O.  F.  &  J.  583),  It  was  said 
that  some  special  state  of  circumstances  must 
exist  in  order  to  enable  a  court  of  England,  In  a 
suit  between  residents  of  England,  to  enforce 
a  lien  on  Immovable  property  situated  out  of 
the  Jurisdiction. 

In  a  number  of  cases  the  courts  have.  In  the 
exercise  of  their  discretion,  refused  to  entertain 
the  suit,  because  under  all  the  circumstances 
the  interests  of  Justice  required  that  the  liti- 
gation be  determined  by  the  courts  of  the  place 
where  the  property  was  situated. 

III.  Particular  subjects   of  jurisdiction, 

a.  Creation   and    enforcement    of   trusts;    sub- 
stitution  of  trustees. 

It  will  be  observed  by  refering  to  supra,  II., 
a,  that  the  case  of  ^'trusts"  was  specifically  men- 
tioned by  Chief  Justice  Marshall  as  a  proper 
one  for  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  chancery, 
when  the  person  can  be  found  within  the  Juris- 
diction, although  lands  not  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion may  be  affected;  and  it  is  settled  by  the 
great  weight  of  authority  that  a  court  of  equity 
of  one  state  or  country,  having  personal  Juris- 
diction of  the  necessary  parties,  and  the  conse- 
quent power  to  compel  a  conveyance,  may  de- 
clare and  enforce  a  trust  relating  to  real  prop- 
erty in  another  state  or  country. 

Thus,  Massle  v.  Watts.  6  Oanch,  148,  3  L. 
ed.  181,  upon  the  ground  that  the  action  arose 
out  of  a  contract  or  an  implied  trust,  held  that 
a  court  of  Kentucky  had  Jurisdiction  to  compel 
defendant  to  convey  to  the  plaintiff  land  in 
Ohio,  for  which  he  had  procured  a  patent  in 
his  own  name  in  violation  of  his  duty  under  a 
contract  by  which  he  was  employed  to  locate 
the  land  for  the  plaintiff's  assignor. 

A  court  of  equity  having  Jurisdiction  of  the 
parties  may  entertain  a  suit  for  the  establish- 
ment of  a  resulting  trust  in  lands  in  another 
state.  Moore  v.  Jaeger,  2  McArth,  465.  This 
was  a  case  of  fraud  and  resulting  trust  arising 
from   the  purchase  of  an  outstanding  title  to 
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real  property  by  one  who  had  preylously  con- 
Teyed  it  by  a  deed  of  trust  to  secure  a  debt  due 
the  complainant. 

Questions  ot  trust  are  personal,  and  not  lo- 
cal ;  and  are,  therefore,  subject  to  the  Juris- 
diction of  a  court  of  the  District  of  Columbia, 
although  the  land  in  respect  of  which  the  trust 
has  arisen  Is  situated  elsewhere.  Whitney  v. 
Frisble,  6  D.  C.  262.  This  also  was  a  case  of 
a  constructive  trust. 

A  court  having  Jurisdiction -of  the  person  of 
defendants  may  entertain  a  suit  in  equity  to 
have  the  defendants  declared  trustees  eao  tnale- 
ficio  of  an  undivided  interest  In  real  property 
in  Mexico.  Butterfield  v.  Nogales  Copper  Co. 
(Ariz.)  80  Pac.  345. 

A  court  of  equity  of  another  state  having 
personal  Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  has  Ju- 
risdiction of  a  suit  to  declare  that  a  legal  title 
to  lands  In  Iowa  Is  subject  to  a  trust;  and  a 
decree  of  such  court  dismissing  the  bill  is  there- 
fore conclusive  upon  the  parties  in  Iowa.  Mac- 
Gregor  v.  MacGregor,  9  Iowa,  65. 

A  court  of  equity  of  one  state  has  Jurisdic- 
tion of  a  bill  to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  land 
in  another  state,  which  an  agent,  appointed  to 
sell  the  land,  caused  to  be  conveyed  to  him- 
self.    Sturdevant  v.  Pike,  1  Ind,  277.. 

The  general  principle  that  a  court  having  Ju- 
risdiction of  the  parties  has  Jurisdiction  to 
enforce  trusts,  although  in  doing  so  the  title 
to  lands  lying  beyond  its  territorial  limits  Is 
incidentally  affected,  is  asserted  in  Manley  v. 
Carter,  7  Kan.  App.  86,  52  Pac.  915,  although 
in  that  case  it  is  merely  applied  as  between 
courts  of  different  districts  of  the  same  state. 

A  court  of  one  state,  having  personal  Juris- 
diction over  the  trustee  of  a  resulting  or  con- 
structive trust  of  land  in  another  state,  may 
compel  him  to  make  a  conveyance  to  the  bene- 
ficiaries of  the  trust.  McQuerry  v.  Gllllland, 
89  Ky.  434,  7  L.  R.  A.  454,  12  S.  W.  1037. 
The  court  said  that,  in  such  a  case,  the  sub- 
ject-matter is  not  the  recovery  of  the  land,  and 
the  action  is  not  a  proceeding  in  rem;  that  it 
is  true  that  the  title  to  the  land  is  to  be  af- 
fected by  the  decree  in  so  far  as  it  compels  the 
party  to  convey,  but,  by  reason  of  his  trust  or 
contract  duty,  he  is  personally  obliged  to  con- 
vey, and  that  duty  may  be  discharged  in  one 
state  as  well  as  another,  although  the  land  may 
not  be  situated  in  such  state. 

In  Hawley  v.  James,  7  Paige,  213,  82  Am. 
Dec.  623,  the  chancellor  directed  a  decree  de- 
claring that,  in  consequence  of  the  invalidity 
of  the  express  trust  declared  in  a  will  with 
reference  to  land  in  Illinois,  there  was  a  result- 
ing trust  in  favor  of  the  heirs  at  law,  and  re- 
quiring the  trustees  to  convey  the  property  to 
such  heirs  by  a  conveyance  duly  executed  to 
pass  the  legal  title  according  to  the  laws  of 
Illinois,  and  to  be  recorded  according  to  the 
laws  of  that  state.  The  chancellor  said  that 
the  court  had  no  Jurisdiction  to  make  a  decree 
which  would  directly  affect  either  the  legal  or 
equitable  title  to  lands  situated  in  another 
state;  and  that,  if  the  legal  title  to  the  lands 
in  question  had  been  In  any  of  the  infant  par- 
ties according  to  the  laws  of  Illinois,  or  if 
those  who  had  the  legal  title  had  been  out  of 
the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  so  that  It  would 
have  been  impossible  to  operate  upon  them  per- 
sonally to  compel  them  to  execute  the  trust,  or 
to  convey  the  legal  title  according  to  the  de- 
cree, he  would  have  dismissed  the  application 
and  referred  the  parties  to  the  courts  of  the 
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state  where  the  trust  property  was  situated ; 
but  that  the  court  would  not  decline  the  Juris- 
diction of  the  case  so  long  as  it  had  power  to 
execute  its  decision  through  the  medium  of  the 
holders  of  the  legal  title. 

The  New  York  supreme  court  has  Jurlsdic- 
t'r>n  to  comriel  the  conveyance  by  defendant, 
who  has  appeared  in  the  suit,  of  land  in  a  for- 
(^irdner  v.  Ogden.  22  N.  Y.  327, 
78  Am.  Dec.  192.  It  was  alleged  in  this  case 
that  the  plaintiff  had  been  fraudulently  in- 
duced to  convey  the  land  to  defendant ;  but  the 
ground  of  the  suit  was  that  the  defendant 
stood  in  such  relation  to  the  plaintiff  that  he 
became  a  trusteo  of  the  former  with  respect  to 
the  land  in  question. 

A  (""oi-r  oi  (Ml  uy  of  North  Carolina,,  having 
Jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  the  trustee,  may 
compel  the  execution  of  the  trust  with  refer- 
ence to  real  property  In  another  state  by  com- 
pelling him  to  pay  over  the  sum  for  which  the 
land  was  sold.  Henderson  v.  McBee,  79  N. 
C.  219. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  Jurisdiction  of  a  bill 
to  compel  the  conveyance,  by  a  trustee  residing 
within  the  state,  of  the  outstanding  legal  estate 
in  lauds  situated  in  other  states.  Vaughan  v. 
Bpr^'nv.  6  Whart.  302. 

Where  the  legal  title  to  a  tract  of  land,  part- 
ly 111  Tennessee  and  partly  In  Mississippi,  is 
held  subject  to  a  constructive  trust  in  favor  of 
a  decedent's  estate,  a  decree  may  be  rendered,  in 
a  suit  for  that  purpose,  requiring  the  holder  of 
the  legal  title  to  convey  the  entire  tract  of 
land.  Including  that  in  Mississippi,  as  well  as 
that  In  Tennessee,  to  the  administrator  for  the 
purposes  of  the  estate;  and  a  sale  of  the  land 
may  then  be  decreed  to  be  made  by  the  adminis- 
trator in  such  manner  and  on  such  terms  as  will 
be  most  beneficial  to  the  trust.  Miller  v.  Bird- 
song,  7  Baxt.  536.  The  court  said  It  was  ob- 
vious that  no  decree  could  be  made  in  the  first 
instance  for  a  sale  of  the  Mississippi  portion  of 
the  land,  but,  after  determining  that  complain- 
ant was  entitled  to  the  land  as  assets  of  the  es- 
tate, it  had  power  to  make  such  decree  in 
personam  as  would  coerce  him  to  convey  the 
land  to  complainant  for  the  benefit  of  the  es- 
tate. 

A  court  of  equity  in  Virginia  may  compel  per- 
sons residing  within  that  state  to  account  for 
lands  in  Kentucky  descended  to  them  as  heirs, 
as  a  trust  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  an- 
cestor's debts,  in  accordance  with  the  law  of 
Kentucky.  Dickinson  v.  Hoomes,  8  Gratt.  353, 
410. 

An  executrix  as  such  cannot  be  held  to  an  ac- 
count and  settlement  9y  a  court  of  a  state  other 
than  that  in  which  her  letters  were  granted ; 
but  the  court  of  another  state  may,  for  the 
purpose  of  determining  whether  real  property 
in  the  latter  state  is  held  by  her  subject  to  a 
constructive  trust  in  favor  of  the  heirs  of  the 
testator,  compel  her  to  disclose  whether  the 
property  was  purchased  with  the  funds  of  the 
estate.     Clopton  v.  Booker,  27  Ark.  482. 

In  Cranstown  v.  Johnston,  3  Ves.  Jr.  182,  the 
court  decreed  a  reconveyance  of  an  estate  in 
the  West  Indies,  which  the  defendant  had  pur- 
chased under  his  own  execution  under  circum- 
stances making  his  purchase  a  security  for  the 
debt.  The  decision  was  upon  the  ground  that 
such  a  decree  acts  in  personam,  and  not  in  rem. 

In  Klldare  v.  Eustace,  1  Vem.  405,  Lord 
Chancellor  Jefferles  doubted  his  Jurisdiction  to 
entertain  a  bill  to  be  relieved  touching  trusts 
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created  in  Ireland  of  lands  in  that  Kingdom, 
notwithstanding  that  hoth  plaintiff  and  defend- 
ant were  in  England.  Upon  the  subsequent  ar- 
gument, however,  before  himself,  Lord  Chief 
Justice  Beddingfield  and  Lord  Chief  Baron 
Atkins  (1  Vern.  41P)  it  was  held  that  the  conrt 
bad  Jurisdiction. 

An  English  conrt  has  Jurisdiction  to  ad- 
minister a  trust  under  the  will  of  a  person 
domiciled  in  Scotland,  not  only  as  to  the  estate 
in  England,  but  as  to  that  in  Scotland. 
Ewing  ▼.  Ewing,  L.  R.  9  App.  Cas.  34. 

In  Falke  v.  Terry,  32  Colo.  86,  75  Pac.  425, 
however,  it  was  held  that  a  court  of  Colorado 
had  no  Jurisdiction,  in  an  action  by  legatees 
against  a  foreign  executrix  charged  with  con- 
version of  the  assets  of  the  estate  to  her  own 
use  in  fraud  of  the  rights  of  the  legatees,  to 
adjudge  the  title  of  real  eGtate  situated  in  an- 
other state,  the  title  of  which  was  in  her 
name,  to  be  the  property  of  the  legatees,  and 
to  be  held  by  her  in  trust  for  them.  The  de- 
cree of  the  trial  court,  which  was  reversed, 
adjudged  that  the  real  estate  situated  In  New 
York  standing  in  the  defendant's  name  upon 
the  records,  was  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs, 
and  decreed  that  the  same  should  be  held  by 
her  In  trust  for  them. 

In  Servis  v.  Nelson,  14  N.  J.  Eq.  101,  the 
court  said,  in  effect,  that  a  trust  sought  to  be 
established  in  land  in  New  York  could  not  be 
enforced  4n  a  court  in  New  Jersey.  The  case, 
however,  was  decided  on  other  grounds. 

The  decision  in  Pickett  v.  Ferguson,  86 
Tenn.  642,  8  S.  W.  886,  denying  any  relief  un- 
der a  bill  to  establish  a  resulting  trust  in  land 
in  Arkansas  by  reason  of  its  purchase  by  de- 
fendant at  a  Judicial  sale  while  holding  it  un- 
der a  lease  from  the  complainant,  was  upon 
the  ground  that  a  resulting  trust  does  not 
arise  under  such  circumstances,  and  the  ques- 
tion of  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court  of  Ten- 
nessee to  en^tertain  such  a  suit,  assuming  the 
existence  of  a  trust,  was  not  decided.  Upon 
the  original  hearing  in  the  case,  however,  the 
court  was  of  the  opinion  that  it  would  not  have 
Jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  enforce  a  constructive 
trust  based  upon  the  mere  relation  of  land- 
lord and  tenant  In  the  absence  of  any  actual 
fraud  on  the  latter*s  part.  It  is  said  that  the 
authorities  limited  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
of  equity  to  make  decrees  respecting  land  situ- 
ated in  other  states  or  countries  to  cases  of 
contract,  trust,  and  fraud,  and  that  the  ration- 
ale of  that  limitation  required  that  the  con- 
tract, trust,  and  fraud,  intended  by  the  court 
in  establishing  the  limitation,  should  be  under- 
stood to  be  an  express  contract,  a  direct  trust, 
an  actual  fraud ;  that  the  constructive  trust 
arising  from  actual  fraud  should  be  classed 
under  the  head  of  **fraud"  in  the  statement  of 
the  limitation.  Upon  a  reconsideration  of  the 
case,  however,  the  court  came  to  the  conclu- 
Rlon  that  the  decision  ought  to  be  placed  upon 
the  fundamehtai  ground  already  stated,  and 
said  that  its  former  opinion  was  not  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  precedent. 

While  a  court  may,  by  virtue  of  its  personal 
Jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  declare  and  enforce 
a  trust  with  respect  to  real  property  beyond 
the  Jurisdiction,  a  court  of  one  state  or  country 
cannot,  by  its  decree  appointing  a  new  trustee 
in  the  place  of  one  named  in  a  will,  deed,  or 
trust,  affect  the  real  property  In  another ; 
and  a  conveyance  by  such  substituted  trustee 
Is  equally  ineffectual. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Thus,  a  court  of  one  Jurisdiction  cannot,  by 
its  decree  appointing  a  new  trustee  in  plac'  of 
the  one  named  in  a  will,  affect  the  title  to  real 
property  in  another  state.  Corbett  v.  Nutt,  lO 
Wall.  464,   19  L.  ed.  976. 

A  court  of  another  state  has  no  Jurisdiction 
to  appoint  a  trustee  to  convey  property  in  the 
District  of  Columbia.  And  the  decree  appoint- 
ing him,  and  his  sale  of  the  property  thereun- 
der, are  an  absolute  nullity.  Con  tee  v.  Lyons, 
8  Mackey,  207. 

A  court  of  the  state  In  which  the  testator 
was  domiciled,  and  in  which  a  will  creating  a 
trust  estate  in  lands  in  Illinois  was  executed, 
cannot,  by  the  appointment  of  a  trustee  in 
the  place  of  the  person  designated  in  the  will, 
who  refused  to  serve,  effect  a  transfer  of  title 
to  such  appointee.  That  court  can  only  act  in 
personam,  and  the  outside  limit  of  its  powers 
would  be  to  compel  those  having  the  legal  title 
to  convey  It  to  the  trustee  after  his  appoint- 
ment. West  T.  Fitz,  109  111.  425.  The  court, 
however,  did  not  concede,  except  for  the  pur- 
poses  of  the  argument,  that  the  court  of  the 
testator's  domicil  would  have  the  power  to 
compel  such  a  conveyance. 

Glen  V.  Gibson,  9  Barb.  634,  refused  to  recog- 
nize, or  give  any  effect  to, 'a  decree  of  a  court 
of  Maryland  appointing  trustees  in  place  of  a 
deceased  trustee,  under  a  deed  of  trust  relating 
to  real  property  In  New  York,  and  directing 
them  to  carry  out  a  contract  of  sale  for  such 
land.  In  this  case,  however,  the  trnst  estate 
vested  In  the  court  of  chanco-y  of  New  York 
upon  the  decease  of  the  original  trustee. 

A  sale  of  land  In  Ohio  by  a  trustee  substi- 
tuted by  a  court  of  Virginia  in  place  of  the 
deceased  trustee  designated  by  the  conveyance 
is  invalid.     Henry  v.  Doctor,  9  Ohio,  49. 

The  appointment  of  a  trustee  by  the  court 
of  another  state,  in  the  place  of  a  deceased 
trustee  to  whom  land  in  Pennsylvania  had  been 
conveyed,  vests  no  title  in  the  trustee  thus  ap- 
pointed so  as  to  enable  him  to  maintain  eject- 
ment for  it,  notwithstanding  that  the  creator 
of  the  trust  was  domiciled  in  the  other  state. 
Williams  V.  Mans,  6  Watts,  278,  31  Am.  Dec 
465. 

Smith  V.  Davis,  90  Cal.  25,  25  Am.  St.  Rep. 
92,  27  Pac.  26,  however,  held  that  a  court  of  a 
state  in  which  a  trust  deed  respecting  land  In 
another  state  is  executed  may,  if  It  has  Ju- 
rlpdictlon  of  the  parties,  appoint  a  new  trus- 
tee to  carry  out  the  trust  if  the  trustee  named 
in  the  deed  refuses  to  act,  and  the  deed  pro- 
vides for  the  appointment  of  a  new  trustee  In 
such  event.  The  court  said  that,  if  the  title 
to  the  realty  does  not  vest  in  the  new  trustee, 
there  Is  no  basis  whatever  for  the  contention 
that  the  decree  affects  the  title  to  real  prop- 
erty;  and  that.  If  the  title  to  the  realty  does 
vest  in  the  trustee.  It  must  be  by  operation  of 
law,  or  by  virtue  of  the  contract  of  the  par- 
ties, since  the  decree  does  not  so  provide,  and 
docb  not  purport  ex  proprio  viffore  to  vest  a 
title  in  the  trustee. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  last  case  begs 
the  question  as  to  the  effect  f  f  Its  decree,  mere- 
ly contenting  itself  with  rendering  the  decree 
without  concerning  itself  with  the  effect  of  the 
decree  when  rendered.  Usually,  however,  as 
pointed  out  in  supra,  II.,  b,  a  conrt  of  equity 
does  not  assume  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit,  the  pur- 
pose of  which  Is  to  affect  land  in  another  state 
or  country,  unless  Its  decree,  when  rendered, 
will  bo  elToctive  to  accomplish  the  purpose  for 
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which  the  tnlt  is  brought.  In  other  words, 
the  courts  will  not  so  through  the  form  of 
entertaining  a  suit  for  the  purpose  of  render- 
ing a  decree  which  can  have  no  practical 
effect. 

In  Barger  t.  Buckland,  28  Gratt.  850,  where 
a  deed  of  trust  was  executed  to  secure  a  debt 
on  a  tract  of  land  which,  at  the  time,  was 
wholly  within  Virginia,  hut  part  of  which  was 
subsequently  incorporated  into  West  Virginia, 
the  court,  upon  default  of  payment  (there  be- 
ing no  trufttee  to  execute  the  contract  of  the 
partlc'S  to  sell  the  land  and  pay  the  debt),  de- 
creed that,  unless  the  grantor  should  pay  the 
debt  wHhlu  a  prescribed  period,  certain  named 
persons  should  execute  the  trust  by  selling  the 
land  and  applyiufir  the  proceeds  in  payment  of 
the  debt. 

In  the  subsequent  case  of  Poindexter  ▼.  Bur- 
well,  82  Va.  507,  it  was  said  that  the  deci- 
sion in  the  last  case  might  be  taken  at  first 
glance  as  an  exception  to  the  rule  that  the 
courts  of  one*  state  cannot  decree  a  sale  of 
lands  lying  in  another;  but  that  the  case  was 
distinguishable  from  the  rule  by  reason  of  its 
peculiar  circumstances. 

b.   Buit  for  speciflo  performance. 

See  also  Mariposa  Co.  y.  Garrison,  26  How.  Pr. 
448,  infra.  III.,  h. 

In  Penn.  v.  Baltimore,  1  Ves.  8r.  444,  2  White 
ft  T.  Lead.  Cas.  in  Bq.  928, — one  of  the  first 
cases  which  asserted  the  indirect  Jurisdiction  of 
equity  in  respect  of  land  beyond  the  territorial 
jurisdiction, — the  chancellor  decreed  specific 
performance  of  articles  executed  in  England 
concerning  the  boundaries  of  two  provinces  in 
America.  And  the  specific  performance  of  con- 
tracts relating  to  real  property  has  since  been 
one  of  the  favorite  subjects  of  this  peculiar 
jurisdiction. 

In  Archer  v.  Preston,  1  Bq.  Cas.  Abr.  133, 
cited  in  1  Vem.  77,  the  defendant  coming  into 
Bngland,  a  bill  was  exhibited  against  him 
there  to  answer  a  contract  made  of  land  In  Ire- 
land; and,  notwithstanding  that  the  land  lay 
In  Ireland,  and  was  under  the  act  of  settle- 
ment there,  yet  a  ne  exeat  regno  was  granted, 
and  process  against  him  to  answer;  and  when 
he  afterwards  went  Into  Ireland  without  an- 
swering he  was  sent  for  by  special  order  from 
the  King,  and  made  to  answer  the  contempt 
and  to  abide  the  Justice  of  the  court. 

So,  courts,  having  personal  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties,  have  frequently  asserted  and  exer- 
cised jurisdiction  to  enforce  specific  perform- 
ance upon  the  part  of  the  vendor  of  contracts 
to  convey  land  in  another  state  or  country,  up- 
on the  ground  that  the  decree  in  such  case  Is 
in  personam,  and  not  in  rem,  and  that  the 
vendor  may  be  compelled  by  process  agnlnst  the 
person  to  execute  a  conveyance  which  shall  be 
sufficient,  according  to  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  land  is  situated,  to  pass  the  title. 
Montgomery  v.  United  States,  86  Fed.  4; 
Smith  V.  Davis,  90  Cal.  25,  25  Am.  St.  Rep. 
92,  27  Pac.  26  (obiter)  ;  Winn  v.  Strickland. 
34  Fla.  610,  16  So.  606  {obiter)  ;  Cloud  v. 
Greasley,  125  111.  313,  17  N.  E.  826;  Bethell 
V.  Bethell,  92  Ind.  318  (obiter)  ;  Rea  v.  Fergu- 
w)n  (Iowa)  102  N.  W.  778;  Brown  v.  Des- 
mond. 100  Mass.  267 :  Olney  v.  Eaton.  66  Mo. 
563;  Davis  v.  Headley.  22  N.  J.  Eq.  115: 
Potter  V.  Holllster,  45  N.  J.  Eq.  508,  18  Atl. 
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204;  lilndley  v.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  1 
L.  R.  A.  79,  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  802.  16  Atl.  379 ; 
Sutphen  v.  Fowler,  9  Paige,  280;  Shattuck  v. 
Cassldy,  3  Edw.  Ch.  152 ;  Newton  v.  Bronson. 
13  N.  Y.  587,  67  Am.  Dec.  89;  Burnley  v. 
Stevenson,  24  Ohio  St.  474,  \5  Am.  Rep.  621 ; 
Conover  v.  Wright,  9  Pa.  Dlst.  R.  688;  John- 
son V.  Klmbro,  3  Head,  557,  75  Am.  Dec.  781 
(obiter)  ;  Morris  v.  Hand,  70  Tex.  481,  8  S. 
W.  210;  Montgomery  v.  Ruppensburg,  31  Ont. 
Rep.  433.  See  also  Ward  v.  Arredondo,  Hopk. 
Ch.  213,  14  Am.  Dec.  543,  supra,  II.,  b. 

In  Episcopal  Church  v.  Wiley,  2  Hill,  Eq. 
584,  30  Am.  Dec.  386,  it  was  held  that  a  court 
of  South  Carolina  may  entertain  a  suit  by  the 
vendor,  who  tenders  title  deeds,  to  compel  the 
Rpeciflc  performance  by  the  purchaser  of  a  con- 
tract for  the  purchase  of  lands  In  Georgia. 
Johnston,  Chancellor,  however,  said  that  he 
was  not  prepared  to  go  to  the  length  of  the 
decisions  which  hold  that  a  defendant  within 
the  jurisdiction  may  be  compelled  to  make  con- 
veyances or  deliver  possession  of  lands  In  for- 
eign parts;  and  that  he  was  inclined  to  think 
that  he  would  not  have  sustained  a  bill  by  the 
purchaser  against  the  vendor  for  specific  per- 
formance. This  intimation  against  the  ju- 
risdiction to  compel  specific  performance  upon 
the  part  of  the  vendor  is  clearly  against  the 
great  weight  of  authority  as  shown  above. 

It  is  also  settled  that  a  suit  will  He  in  one 
«tate  by  the  vendor  against  the  purchaser  to 
enforce  specific  performance,  although  the  land 
lies  in  another  state.  Garden  City  Sand  Co. 
V.  Miller.  157  111.  225,  41  N.  E.  753;  Robin- 
son Mineral  Spring  Co.  v.  De  Bautte,  50  La. 
Ann.  1281,  23  So.  865  ;  Myers  v.  Do  Mler,  4 
Daly,  343 ;  Baldwin  v.  Talmadge,  7  Jones  &  S. 
400.  And  see  Episcopal  Church  v.  Wiley,  2 
Hill,  Eq.  584.  30  Am.  Dec.  386. 

A«  court  of  equity  may  compel  a  purchaser 
of  land  specifically  to  perform  his  contract  of 
purchase,  although  the  land  is  situated  abroad, 
and  the  contract  was  made  and  was  to  have 
been  performed  abroad,  and  the  plaintiff  is  a 
nonresident;  the  defendant  being  duly  served 
with  process,  and  subject  to  the  jurisdiction. 
Cleveland  v.  Burrlll,  25  Barb.  532. 

In  a  suit  In  .the  Federal  courts  for  specific 
performance  of  telegraph  right-of-way  con- 
tracts with  certain  consolidated  railroad  com- 
panies, the  necessary  parties  being  subject  to 
the  court's  Jurisdiction,  it  is  immaterial  that 
a  portion  of  the  property  affected  Is  beyond  the 
court's  territorial  Jurisdiction.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  V.  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Co. 
137  Fed.  435. 

On  a  bill  In  equity  for  specific  performance 
of  an  agreement  to  assign  a  bond  for  the  con- 
veyance of  land  to  another  state,  the  court  will 
entertain  jurisdiction  against  third  persons  re- 
siding in  that  state,  who  have  taken  a  convey- 
ance of  the  land  pending  the  suit  with  notice 
of  the  plaintiff's  rights,  and,  being  made  parties 
to  the  suit,  have  been  served  with  process  in 
the  state,  and  have  once  appeared  and  an- 
swered without  objecting  to  the  Jurisdiction. 
Plngree  v.  Coffin,  12  Gray,  288. 

Penn  v.  Hayward,  14  Ohio  St  302,  while  con- 
ceding the  general  proposition  that  a  court  of 
one  state  may  enforce  specific  performance  of 
a  contract  to  convey  real  property  in  another, 
refused  to  entertain  such  a  suit,  because  only 
part  of  the  persons  by  whom  the  conveyance 
must  be  executed  In  order  to  pass  the  com- 
plete title  were  personally  subject  to   the  ju- 
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risdlctlon  of  the  court,  the  others  belnsr  non- 
residenta,  and  not  senred  personally  within  the 
state. 

Wlihite  T.  Skelton  (Ind.  Terr.)  82  S.  W.  932. 
held  that  a  court  of  Indian  territory  should  not 
take  jurisdiction  •f  a  suit  to  enforce  the  spe- 
cific performance  of  an  a^eement  for  the  Joint 
purchase  and  operation  of  a  lease  of  oil  lands 
in  Oklahoma,  where  the  terms  of  the  contract 
as  respects  the  manner  of  working,  the  extent 
to  which  the  operations  should  be  carried  on, 
and  the  consequent  royalty,  were  such  that 
they  could  not  be  enforced  so  as  to  do  justice 
between  the  parties  without  the  constant  super- 
vision of  the  court. 

Kansas  &  E.  R.  Constr.  Co.  ▼.  Topeka,  S.  & 
W.  R.  Co.  135  Mass.  34,  46  Am.  Rep.  439.  held 
that  a  suit  would  not  lie  in  Massachusetts  for 
the  specific  performance  by  a  railroad  company 
of  a  construction  contract  with  the  complain- 
ant, whereby  the  former  agreed  to  deliver  cer- 
tain bonds  and  certificates  of  stock  In  payment 
of  work  to  be  performed  by  the  complainant  in 
a  foreign  state.  The  decision  is  upon  the 
ground  that  the  linbilities  which  the  defend- 
ant is  under  in  regard  to  the  construction  of 
the  roadway  in  the  other  state,  as  well  as  those 
which  the  complainant  has  assumed,  must  be 
determined  by  the  local  law  of  that  state,  as 
administered  by  its  appropriate  tribunals ;  and 
that  at  every  step  such  tribunals  must  have 
the  right  to  determine,  as  occasions  for  inter- 
vention arise,  whether  the  duty  imposed  upon 
the  railroad  company  is  being  performed  and 
the  laws  of  the  state  observed. 

Port  Royal  R.  Co.  y.  Hammond,  58  Ga.  523, 
held  that  a  court  of  Georgia  would  not  enter- 
tain a  suit  for  the  specific  performance  of  an 
agreement  by  a  railroad  company,  a  domestic 
corporation,  with  respect  to  opening  ditches  on 
complainants  land  in  South  Carolina,  keeping 
them  open  to  a  certain  depth,  and  constructing 
and  keeping  in  repair  cattle  guards  thereon. 
The  court  said  that,  if  the  act  required  to  be 
done  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  in  the  suf- 
ficient execution  of  the  contract,  were  required 
to  be  performed  in  Georgia,  there  would  not 
seem  t6  be  any  well-founded  objection  to  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  court,  notwithstanding  that 
the  land  was  situated  In  another  state. 

c.  Suit  to  remove  cloud  upon  title;    to  cancel 
void  mortgage. 

See  also  Monnett  v.  Turple.  132  Ind.  482.  32 
N.  E.  328,  infra.  III.,  g,  1. 

A  United  States  court  sitting  in  one  state 
having  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  defendant 
may  entertain  a  suit  to  remove  a  cloud  on  the 
title  of  real  property  in  another,  the  case  be- 
ing one  of  asserted  fraud,  or  of  a  constructive 
trust  created  by  operation  of  law.  Brlggs  v. 
French,  1  Sumn.  504,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1.870. 

A  court  of  equity  having  jurisdiction  of  the 
parties  has  also  jurisdiction  to  compel  defend- 
ant to  release  and  discharge  an  apparent  cloud 
upon  the  title  to  land  situated  In  another  state. 
R^mer  v.  Mackay,  35  Fed.  86.  The  court  said : 
A  suit  to  remove  a  cloud  upon  title  is  a  pro- 
ceeding in  equity,  and  equity,  as  a  rule,  op- 
erates wholly  in  personam.  It  operates  upon 
the  conscience  of  the  defendant  by  decreeing 
him  to  do,  or  refrain  from  doing,  some  special 
act ;  and  the  general  effect  and  scope  of  a  de- 
ciee  in  a  court  of  equity  is  aimed  at  the  voll- 
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tlon  or  conscience  of  the  defendant.  The  coart, 
therefore,  having  jurisdiction  of  the  defendant, 
can  direct  its  decree  upon  him,  and  compel  him 
to  do  what  is  equitable  and  right,  under  the 
circumstances.  The  court  is  not  asked  to  pass 
upon  the  title  to  the  land,  but  only  to  say 
whether  the  defendant  shall  be  compelled  to 
release  and  discharge  an  apparent  cload  upon 
title  if  the  court  shall  find  that  in  equity  be 
ought  to  do  so. 

A  court  of  chancery  of  one  state  having  per- 
sonal jurisdiction  of  all  the  necessary  defend- 
ants may  entertain  a  suit  for  the  establishment 
of  the  right  of  the  complainant  to  a  tract  of 
land  In  another  state,  and,  as  an  incident  of 
that  relief,  to  restrain  the  defendants  from  in- 
terfering with  the  complainant*s  possession, 
and  for  a  removal  of  their  claim  as  a  cloud 
upon  the  complainant's  title.  Klrklln  v.  At- 
las Sav.  &  L.  Asso.  (Tenn.  Ch.  App.)  60  S.  W. 
149. 

A  court  of  Indjana,  having  personal  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  parties,  has  power  to  declare  a  note 
and  a  mortgage  securing  the  same  void,  be> 
cause  executed  by  a  married  woman  as  secu- 
rity for  a  debt  of  her  husband,  and  to  enjoin 
defendant  from  attempting  to  enforce  either 
the  note  or  mortgage,  although  the  mortgaged 
land  lies  in  another  state.  Ft.  Wiiyne  Trust 
Co.  V.  Sihier   (Ind.  App.)   72  N.  E.  494. 

A  court  of  equity  of  one  state  has  jurisdic- 
tion to  compel  the  defendant  to  cancel  and  exe- 
cute a  discharge  of  a  mortgage  upon  land  In 
another,  given  to  secure  a  usurious  contract. 
Williams   V.    Fitzhugh,   37   N.    Y.   444. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  the  right  and  pow- 
er, in  a  proper  case,  to  decree  a  mortgage  upon 
real  estate  void  for  usury,  and  to  compel  the 
party  holding  it  to  surrender  it  up  to  be  can- 
celed, although  the  lands  mortgaged  lie  in  an- 
other state.  Williams  v.  Ayrauit,  31  Barb. 
368. 

It  will  be  observed  that  the  jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  to  remove  a  cloud  on  the  title  of  real 
property  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction  de- 
pends upon  the  proposition  that  such  a  suit  is. 
or  at  least  may  be,  a  suit  in  personam,  and  not 
in  rem;  and  support  for  this  proposition  is 
found  in  Hart  v.  Sanson,  110  U.  S.  151.  28  T- 
ed.  101,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  586,  which  held  that 
the  decree  in  such  a  case,  unless  otherwise  pro- 
vided by  statute.  Is  clearly  not  in  rem,  estab- 
lishing a  title  in  land,  but  operates  in  persomrm 
only  by  restraining  the  defendant  from  assert- 
ing his  claim,  and  by  directing  him  to  deliver 
up  his  deed  to  be  canceled,  or  to  execute  n  re- 
lease to  the  plaintiff :  and,  because  the  decree, 
in  the  absence  of  statute,  is  in  personam  and 
not  in  rem,  the  court  denied  the  power  to 
render  such  a  decree,  even  with  respect  to  land 
within  the  jurisdiction,  upon  constructive  serv- 
ice against  a  nonresident. 

d.  Foreclosure  of  mortgage  or  other  lien. 

It  is  clear  that  a  court  of  equity  may  enter- 
tain a  suit  for  the  strict  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage upon  land  in  another  state  or  country, 
since  a  decree  in  personam  is  entirely  adequate 
for  the  purpose. 

A  court  in  New  York  having  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties  may  maintain  an  action  for  the 
strict  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  upon  lands  in 
another  state.  House  v.  Lockwood,  40  Han« 
532. 

A  foreclosure  decree  being  a  decree  in  per- 
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sonam  depriving  the  mortgagor  of  bis  personal 
right  to  redeem,  an  English  court  of  chancery 
has  Jnrlsdlctlon  to  make  such  a  decree  in  re- 
spect to  a  mortgage  between  an  English  mort- 
gagor and  mortgagee  upon  land  in  one  of  the 
colonies.  Paget  v.  Ede,  L.  R.  18  Eq.  118. 
The  decision  was  upon  the  assumption  that  the 
legal  title  was  In  the  mortgagee,  and  that  the 
mortgagor  merely  had  an  equity  of  redemption, 
which  was  not,  in  the  proper  technical  legal 
sense,  an  estate  in  the  land. 

A  court  of  equity  in  England  having  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  person  of  the  defendant  may  en- 
tertain a  bill  to  require  him  to  redeem  a  mort- 
gage upon  land  outside  of  England,  or  be  fore- 
closed.    Toller  ▼.  "Carteret,  2  Vern.  495. 

But,  a  power  of  sale  in  a  mortgage  on  land 
without  the  state,  and  proceedings  under  it, 
are  not  regulated  by  the  New  Yorlc  statutes 
with  reference  to  the  foreclosure  of  mortgages 
by  advertisement.  Elliott  ▼.  Wood,  45  N.  Y. 
71. 

Because  of  the  principle  referred  to  in  IV., 
infra,  that  a  sale  or  conveyance  of  real  prop- 
erty in  one  state  or  country  by  a  master,  or 
commissioner,  or  other  officer  appointed  by  a 
court  of  another  state  or  country,  is  entirely  in- 
effectual, it  has  sometimes  been  supposed  that 
a  court  of  one  state  or  country  has  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage upon  land  in  another,  if  a  judicial  sale 
is  necessary  in  order  to  make  the  decree  of 
foreclosure  effectual ;  and  this  principle  would 
be  fatal  to  the  jurisdiction.  In  such  a  case,  if 
the  court  were  limited  to  a  decree  directing 
the  sale  of  the  property.  But,  while  that  is 
the  usual  form  of  a  decree  of  foreclosure  when 
the  property  is  within  the  territorial  jurisdic- 
tion, the  court  may  add  to  it  a  direction  that 
the  mortgagor,  or  the  owner  of  the  equity  of 
redemption,  shall  convey  or  release  his  title  to 
the  purchaser  at  the  sale.  While,  therefore,  a 
decree  of  foreclosure  in  the  usual  form,  mere- 
ly directing  a  sale  of  the  property,  is  of  itself 
voil,  and  without  effect  so  far  as  property  be- 
yond the  territorial  jurisdiction  is  concerned, 
the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  one  state  or  coun- 
try to  decree  a  sale  under  a  mortgage  of  prop- 
erty used  as  an  entirety,  lying  in  part  in  the 
state  in  which  the  suit  is  brought  and  in  part 
in  another  state  or  states,  and  to  direct  the 
moi*tgagor  or  owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption 
to  execute  a  deed  to  the  purchaser,  has  been 
upheld  in  a  number  of  cases. 

Thus,  in  a  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  upon  a 
railroad  lying  partly  in  one  state  and  partly  in 
another,  a  court  of  equity  in  one  state  may  de- 
cree a  sale  of  the  entire  road  lying  in  both 
states,  and  direct  a  deed  to  the  purchaser.  Mul- 
ler  V.  Dows,  94  U.  S.  444,  24  L.  ed.  207.  The 
action  was  brought  In  a  Federal  court  sitting 
in  lows,  and  the  decree  covered  a  part  of  the 
line  in  Missouri,  as  well  as  the  part  in  Iowa. 
The  decree  directed  a  sale  of  the  entire  prop- 
erty covered  by  the  mortgage,  directed  the 
master  to  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  to 
the  purchaser,  declared  that  the  defendants  be 
barred  and  foreclosed  from  all  interest  In  the 
property,  directed  the  mortgagor  to  surrender 
to  the  purchaser  the  property  sold  and  con- 
veyed upon  the  execution,  approval,  and  deliv- 
ery of  the  master's  deed,  and,  as  a  further  as- 
surance, directed  the  mortgagor  to  execute  a 
deed  of  the  property  to  the  purchaser.  The 
decision  is  expressly  referred  to  the  general 
principle  that  a  court  of  equity,  having  Ju- 
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risdiction  of  the  person,  may  decree  a  convey- 
ance by  him  of  land  in  another  state,  and  may 
enforce  the  decree  by  process. 

A  United  States  circuit  court  has  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  suit  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  upon  a 
bridge  located  partly  in-  Texas  and  partly  in 
Mexico,  as  to  that  portion  of  the  bridge  lying 
in  Mexico.  International  Bridge  &  Tramway 
Co.  V.  Holland  Trust  Co.  26  C.  C.  A.  469,  62 
U.  S.  App.  240.  81  Fed.  422.  The  suit  was 
brought  by  the  trustee  named  in  the  mortgage, 
and  the  decree  directed  a  sale  by  a  master ;  and 
the  bridge  company,  its  officers  and  directors. 
were  required  to  execute  conveyances,  good  and 
sufficient  under  the  laws  of  Texas,  to  the  pur- 
chaser for  such  part  of  the  property  as  was 
situated  in  that  state,  and  good  and  sufficient 
conveyances,  according  to  the  law  of  Mexico, 
for  such  of  the  property  as  was  in  Mexico. 

A  court  of  chancery  has  jurisdiction  of  a 
bill  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  railroad  mortgage, 
although  embracing  property  out  of  the  state 
as  well  as  property  within  it.  Mead  v.  New 
York,  H.  &  N.  R.  Co.  45  Conn.  199. 

A  court  having  jurisdiction  over  a  rAilroad 
corporation  owning  a  continuous  line  located 
partly  in  the  state  and  partly  in  an  adjoining 
state  may,  in  the  exercise  of  its  equitable  pow- 
ers, make  a  decree  foreclosing  a  mortgage  up- 
on the  road  with  respect  to  the  property  situ- 
ated in  both  states;  and  may  effectuate  the 
decree  by  directing  a  sale  of  the  whole  prop- 
erty, and  an  execution  of  the  proper  conveyance 
to  the  purchaser  by  the  receiver,  the  trustee, 
and  the  mortgagor.  McTighe  v.  Macon  Constr. 
Co.  94  Ga.  306,  32  L.  R.  A.  208»  47  Am.  St. 
Rep.  153,  21  8.  B.  701. 

A  state  court  has  Jurisdiction,  where  all  the 
parties  in  Interest  are  before  it,  to  direct  a 
sale  as  an  entirety,  under  a  power  in  a  mort- 
gage, of  a  canal  and  its  franchises  extending 
into  another  state ;  but,  if  the  portion  within 
that  state  is  in  the  possession  of  receivers  ap- 
pointed therein,  a  concurring  or  ancillary  de- 
cree must  be  obtained  before  a  sale  can  be 
had.  Brown  v.  Chesapeake  &  O.  Canal  Co.  73 
Md.   667. 

That  a  portion  of  a  railroad  covered  by  a 
mortgage  lies  in  another  state  does  not  deprive 
a  court  of  New  York  of  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage.  The  decree  of  fore- 
closure cannot  be  directly  executed  in  a  foreign 
state ;  but  the  mortgagor,  if  subject  to  the  ju- 
risdiction, can  be  ordered  to  execute  a  con- 
veyance in  aid  of  the  sale  under  it  in  the  per- 
formance of  a  covenant  for  further  assurance. 
Union  Trust  Co.  v.  Olmsted,  102  N.  Y.  729,  7 
N.  E.  822. 

The  decree  rendered  by  the  supreme  court  In 
the  last  case  was  an  ordinary  decree  of  fore- 
closure, and  the  property  in  both  states  was 
sold  in  pursuance  thereof.  The  court  of  ap- 
peals held  that  the  order  requiring  the  mort- 
gagor to  convey  could  be  made  after  the  report 
of  sale  and  by  way  of  amendment  to  the  de- 
cree. 

An  ordinary  decree  of  foreclosure  of  a  mort- 
gage, directing  the  sale  of  the  part  of  the  mort- 
gaged premises  that  are  situated  in  another 
state,  as  well  as  those  that  are  situated  in  the 
state  In  which  the  decree  is  rendered,  may  be 
amended,  even  after  a  sale,  by  a  provision  re- 
quiring the  mortgagor  to  execute  to  the  pur- 
chaser a  deed  of  the  mortgaged  property  lying 
outside  the  state,     rbid. 

A  court  has  jurisdiction  of  an  action  to  fore- 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


084 


Illinois  Supreme  Coitbt. 


AFB.r 


Close  a  mortgage  upon  hind  located  partly  in 
the  state  and  partly  in  another  state*  and  may, 
when  the  mortgagors  are  residents  of  the  state, 
and  have  personally  been  served  with  process 
therein,  provide  in  the  decree  that  the  referee 
shall  sell  all  the  mortgaged  land,  and  that  the 
mortgagors  shall  convey  the  land  in  the  other 
state  to  the  purchaser.  Mead  v.  Broclcner  82 
App.  Dlv.  480,  81  N.  Y.  Supp.  504.  The  court 
said  that  the  principle  upon  which  the  Jurisdic- 
tion is  exercised  in  such  cases  is  that,  while  a 
court  of  equity  has  no  power  to  transfer  the 
title  to  the  alien  land  hy  a  Judgment  in  rem,  it 
can  compel  a  conveyance  by  a  decree  in  per- 
Bonam  against  a  party  who  holds  the  title,  and 
over  whom  it  has  acquired  Jurisdiction.  The 
reason  for  its  exercise  is  found  in  the  necessity 
and  convenience  of  disposing  of  property  by  a 
single  sale  where  it  cannot  be  advantageously 
sold  in  fragments,  and  iris  quite  as  applicable 
in  kind,  if  not  in  degree,  to  the  case  of  a  house 
and  lot,  or  of  a  farm  situated  in  two  adjoining 
states,  as  to  the  case  of  a  railroad. 

A  court  having  Jurisdiction  of  the  trustee 
under  .a  mortgage  covering  railroad  property 
in  two  or  more  states  may,  by  its  decree 
operating  upon  tfie  trustee  himself,  authorize 
him  to  sell  and  convey  whatever  interest  of  the 
railroad  company  will  pass  under  the  terms  of 
the  mortgage,  wherever  the  property  may  be 
situated.  McElrath  t.  Pittsburg  &  S.  R.  Co. 
S6  Pa.  180. 

King  V.  Tuscumbia,  C.  ft  D.  R.  Co.  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  7,808,  denied  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  district 
court  of  the  United  States  sitting  in  Alabama 
to  decree  foreclosure  and  sale  of  land  in  Mis- 
sissippi under  a  mortgage.  The  court  said 
that  it  might,  hi  a  proper  case,  compel  the  rail- 
road company  to  convey  to  the  complainants, 
but  that  it  could  make  no  decree  which  would 
operate  directly  upon  the  land,  and  that  it 
therefore  could  not  decree  a  foreclosure,  nor  a 
sale  of  the  land  lying  in  Mississippi. 

Guarantee  Trust  ft  8.  D.  Co.  v.  Delta  &  P. 
Land  Co.  43  C.  C.  A.  396,  104  Fed.  5,  held 
that  a  sale  of  lands  owned  by  a  railroad  com- 
pany in  Mississippi,  by  a  master  or  commis- 
sioner appointed  by  a  decree  rendered  in  a 
United  States  circuit  court  for  the  western  dis- 
trict of  Tennessee,  in  a  suit  to  foreclose  a 
mortgage  upon  the  property,  does  not  affect  the 
title,  since  the  court  had  no  Jurisdiction  to  de- 
cree the  sale.  The  case  ia  distinguished  from 
Muller  V.  Dows,  94  U.  S.  444,  24  L.  ed.  207. 
suftra,  upon  the  ground  that  in  the  latter  case 
the  sale  was  made  at  the  instance  of  the  trus- 
tees in  the  mortgage,  who,  notwithstanding  the 
appeal,  could  be  directed  by  the  trial  court  to 
Join  in  a  conveyance ;  and  that  the  mortgagor 
was  required  to  execute  a  deed  of  assurance  to 
the  purchaser  at  the  sale ;  whereas,  in  the  case 
at  bar  the  action  was  brought  by  a  bondhold- 
er, and  there  was  no  deed  of  assurance  either 
by  the  trustees  or  by  the  mortgagor.  It  is 
further  pointed  out  that  the  property  involved 
in  the  case  at  bar  did  not  constitute  a  part  of 
the  railroad,  but  was  wild  and  uncultivated 
land.  This  fact  in  itself,  however,  would  not 
seem  to  be  sufBclent  to  distinguish  the  case, 
on  principle,  from  the  Muller  Case,  though  it 
is  obvious  that  there  is  a  greater  necessity  for 
'he  exercise  of  the  power  to  decree  a  sale  of 
HO  much  of  the  property  as  is  within  another 
state  when  the  property  constitutes  a  part  of 
the  line  of  the  road,  than  when  it  is  not  h 
psrt  of  such  line;  and,  therefore,  such  fact 
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might  affect  the  court's  discretion  as  to   the 
assumption  of  Jurisdiction. 

A  decree  of  foreclosure  rendered  in  New 
York,  and  a  deed  executed  by  a  referee  appoint- 
ed pursuant  to  that  decree,  covering  real  prop- 
erty in  New  York  and  Connecticut,  are  invalid 
so  far  as  the  property  in  Connecticut  Is  con- 
cerned, since  the  courts  of  the  state  in  which 
land  is  situated  will  not  recognize  the  right  of 
the  courts  in  other  states  to  affect  directly  the 
title  to  real  estate  in  the  former.  Farmers' 
Loan  &  T.  Co.  v.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.  55  Conn. 
334,  3  Am.  St.  Rep.  53,  11  Atl.  184.  The  de- 
cree in  this  case  was  simply  the  ordinary  de- 
cree of  foreclosure  and  sale,  without  any  di- 
rection for  a  conveyance  hy  the  mortgagor  or 
owner  of  the  equity  of  redemption  to  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  sale;  and  the  decision  is,  there< 
fore,  not  inconsistent  with  those  above  cited 
which  sustain  the  Jurisdiction. 

A  decree  of  sale  of  real  property  upon  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage  and  a  deed  made  in  pur- 
suance of  it  are  ineffective  to  pass  the  title  to 
real  property  in  another  state,  whether  the  sate 
is  made  through  the  instrumentality  of  some 
officer  designated  by  statute,  or  appointed  by 
the  court.  Pittsburgh  ft  State  Line  R.  Co.  v. 
Rothschild.  8  Sadler  (Pa.)  83,  4  Atl.  385. 
This  decision  seems  to  be  explainable  in  the 
same  way  as  the  preceding  one. 
*  In  the  two  cases  next  cited  the  court  seems 
to  have  been  of  the  opinion  that  it  was  impos- 
sible to  make  a  decree  of  foreclosure  effective 
with  respect  to  property  beyond  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, though  neither  expressly  denies  the  pow- 
er to  make  the  decree  thus  effective  by  the 
requisition  of  a  conveyance  or  release  from 
mortgagor  or  owner  of  the  equity  of  re- 
demption. 

The  courts  of  Ohio  have  no  Jurisdiction  to 
enforce  the  remedy  of  bondholders  by  the  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage  upon  the  part  of  a  rail- 
road in  another  state.  Eaton  &  H.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hunt,  20  Ind.  457.  The  court  said  that,  aN 
thoug^h  the  court  of  one  state  may  act  in  per- 
sonam upon  an  individual  touching  real  prop- 
erty owned  by  him  in  another  state,  even  to 
ordering  him  to  sell  It  yet,  if  he  refuses  obedi- 
ence to  the  order,  the  court  cannot  appoint  a 
commissioner  to  make  the  sale  In  his  stead,  and 
is  powerless  to  effect  the  sale. 

A  court  of  New  York  has  no  Jurisdiction,  in 
a  suit  for  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage  covering 
real  property  situated  in  New  York  and  other 
states,  and  used  as  an  entirety  by  a  telegraph 
company,  to  decree  a  sale  of  so  much  of  the 
property  as  Is  stluated  beyond  the  limits  of  the 
state.  Farmers'  Loan  &  T.  Co.  v.  Bankers*  ft 
M.  Teleg.  Co.  44  Hun,  400.  The  decree  in  this 
case,  in  addition  to  the  direction  of  a  sale,  ad- 
judged that  the  purchaser  of  the  property 
should  be  let  into  the  possession  and  enjoy- 
ment thereof,  and  that  every  person  in  posses- 
sion thereof  should  surrender  the  same  upon 
the  production  of  the  referee*s  deed,  and  that 
the  purchaser  should  bold  and  enjoy  the  prop- 
erty. The  court  intimated  that  there  was  no 
way  in  which  such  provision  could  be  enforced 
or  made  effective. 

In  Cook  V.  Weigley  (N.  J.  Eq.)  59  Atl.  1029, 
It  seems  to  be  nssumed  that  the  Jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  in  New  .Jersey  to  foreclose  a  mortgage 
upon  an  island  in  the  Hudson  river  was  de- 
pendent upon  whether  the  island,  under  the 
boundary  agreement  between  New  York  and 
New   Jersey,   was  within  the  latter's  Jurisdic- 
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tion.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  taowerer,  it  was 
lield  that  the  defendants  were  already  preclud- 
ed as  to  the  jurisdictional  question  by  the  fore- 
•closure  decree. 

Whether  or  not  the  parties  to  a  mortgage 
covering  real  property  in  New  York  and  other 
states  may,  with  respect  to  the  property  in 
New  Xork,  exclude  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court 
to  foreclose  the  mortgage  by  an  express  provi- 
sion therein  making  a  sale  of  the  premises  by 
the  mortgagee  the  exclusive  remedy  in  case  of 
default  in  payment,  they  may  do  so  with  re- 
spect to  land  in  the  other  states  in  the  ab- 
sence of  statutes  of  such  other  states  upon  the 
subject.  Farmers*  Loan  &  T.  Co.  ▼.  Bankers' 
A  M.  Teleg.  Co.  44  Hun,  400. 

A  court  of  a  province  has  no  power  to  order 
4  sale  as  an  entirety  of  a  division  of  a  rail- 
way, part  of  which  Is  within  and  part  without 
Its  Jurisdiction.  Grey  v.  Manitoba  &  N.  W. 
U.  Co.  [1897;  P.  CI  A.  C.  254.  66  L.  J.  P.  C. 
V,  S.  66.  The  court  said  in  this  case :  "The 
thing  asked  for  by  the  bill  is  a  Judicial  sale  of 
land  partly  within  and  partly  out  of  the  ju- 
risdiction as  an  entire  thing,  and  with  specific 
-directions  by  the  court.  It  is  impossible  to  do 
that;  the  decree  of  the  court  below  does  not 
do  It  directly,  and  it  has  been  hardly  more 
than  suggested  at  the  bar  that  there  is  any 
principle  or  authority  to  justify  it."  The 
•question  was  not  presented  as  to  the  power' to 
grant  a  decree  directing  a  sale  of  land  beyond 
the  jurisdiction,  in  connection  with  a  decree  re- 
quiring a  conveyance  by  the  mortgagor  or  own- 
er of  the  equity  of  redemption  to  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  sale. 

In  Strange  v.  Radford,  15  Out.  Rep.  145,  an 
action  in  Ontario  for  sale,  for  delivery  of  pos- 
session, and  for  relief  under  a  covenant  in  a 
mortgage  upon  land  in  Manitoba,  the  court  said 
that  the  plaintiff  might  have  a  judgment  of 
foreclosure,  as  such  Judgment  would  operate 
in  personam  to  extinguish  the  mortgagor's  per- 
•sonal  right  of  redemption ;  but  that  the  court 
would  not  go  further  and  decree  a  sale  of  the 
property. 

A  suit  to  foreclose  a  lien  created  by  the 
transfer  to  plaintiff,  as  collateral  security,  of 
a  receipt  evidencing  the  ownership  of  an  equi- 
table estate  in  common  In  lands  in  New  York, 
is  in  rem  and  local,  and  cannot,  therefore,  be 
maintained  In  Michigan.  Richard  v.  Boyd,  124 
Mich.  396,  83  N.  W.  106.  The  Michigan  stat- 
ute provides  that  actions  for  the  recovery  of 
any  real  estate,  or  for  the  recovery  of  the  pos- 
session of  real  estate,  shall  be  tried  in  the 
^county  where  the  subject  of  the  action  shall  be 
^situated. 

It  will  be  observed  that  In  the  cases  above 
cited,  which  sustained  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  of  one  state  or  country  of  a  suit  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  in  respect  of  real  property 
in  another  state  or  country,  the  property  in 
question  was  part  of  a  parcel  used  as  an  en- 
tirety, and  another  part  of  which  was  within 
the  territorial  jurisdiction  of  the  court;  and 
such  fact  to  some  extent  undoubtedly  qualifies 
and  limits  those  decisions.  As  a  matter  of 
principle,  however,  and  so  far  as  the  absolute 
right  to  take  Jurisdiction  Is  concerned,  it  would 
seem  to  make  no  difference  whether  all,  or  only 
part,  of  the  property  covered  by  the  mortgage 
Is  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdiction.  When, 
however,  the  mortgaged  property,  which  is  used 
as  an  entirety.  Is  partly  within  and  partly  with- 
out the  territorial  jurisdiction,  the  Inconven- 
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ience  and  disadvantage  of  selling  it  in  parcels 
furnish  a  strong  reason  for  the  exercise  of  dis- 
cretion in  favor  of  the  jurisdiction, — a  reason 
which  is  lacking  when  the  entire  mortgaged 
property  is  beyond  the  territorial  jurisdiction. 
Thus,  Eaton  ▼.  McCall,  86  Me.  346,  41  Am. 
St.  Rep.  561,  20  Atl.  1103,  ass«>rted  the  ju- 
risdiction of  a  court  in  a  proper  case  to  fore- 
close a  mortgage  upon  land  in  another  state, 
and  to  make  the  decree  effective  by  a  deed  re- 
quiring the  mortgagor  to  convey ;  but  held 
that  the  court  will  not  exercise  such  Jurisdic- 
tion where  the  entire  property  is  situated  with- 
out the  state,  and  no  reason  is  shown  why  the 
mortgage  cannot  be  foreclosed  according  to  the 
laws  of  the  place  where  the  land  is  situated, 
without  loss  or  inconvenience. 

e.  Buit  to  redeem. 

An  action  may  be  maintained  in  New  York 
which  is  substantially  to  redeem  from  a  for- 
feiture in  a  lease  of  land  in  another  state ;  and 
the  court  will  confer  the  final  relief  of  posses- 
sion, and  may,  as  an  incident,  decree  defendant 
to  deliver  up  possession  of  the  land  to  the  own* 
er.  Chase  v.  Knickerbocker  Phosphate  Co.  33 
App.  Di^.  400,  53  N.  Y.  Supp.  220. 

A  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  parties 
may  relieve  against  the  forfeiture  of  a  lease 
of  mining  property  in  another  state  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rent,  although  it  cannot  restore  the 
property  to  the  possession  of  the  lessee.  Sun- 
day Lake  Min.  Co.  v.  Wakefield,  72  Wis.  204, 
39  N.  W.  136. 

It  was  held  in  Henderson  v.  Bank  of  Ham- 
ilton, 23  Can.  S.  C.  716,  however,  that  a  court 
of  Ontario  had  no  jurisdiction  of  a  suit,  by  one 
who  had  recovered  a  Judgment  In  Manitoba, 
which,  being  registered,  was,  by  virtue  of  a 
statute  of  Manitoba,  a  lien  upon  real  property 
there,  to  redeem  from  a  prior  mortgage  upon 
the  land.  The  decision  was  upon  the  ground 
that  ihe  charge  upon  the  land  was  exclusively 
a  real  right,  affecting  the  lands,  unaccompa- 
nied by  any  personal  liability  or  equity  enforce- 
able in  personam;  and  that  the  courts  of  Man- 
itoba restrict  the  right  which  they  give  In  such 
cases  to  a  sale  of  the  lands. 

f.  Suit  1o  reform  deed;  or  to   have  deed  de- 
clared a  mortgage. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  to  reform  a  deed  of  land  In  another  state 
by  Incorporating  therein  a  personal  covenant 
of  seisin.  Bethell  y.  Bethell,  92  Ind.  318.  The 
decision  is  upon  the  ground  that  a  decree  cor- 
recting a  mistake  operates  upon  the  contract 
and  parties ;  and,  where  the  contract  is  made 
In  the  state  where  the  parties  reside,  the  suit 
to  reform  It  Is  properly  brought  in  that  state. 

A  court  of  equity  of  the  state  in  which  the 
parties  reside  has  Jurisdiction  to  decree  that  a 
deed,  absolute  In  form,  to  property  in  another 
state,  is,  m  effect,  a  mortgage  merely.  Reed 
V.  Reed,   75  Me.   264. 

So,  Clark  v.  Seagraves,  186  Mass.  430.  71  N. 
E.  813,  held  that  a  bill  would  lie  in  Massachu- 
setts to  have  a  deed  absolute  on  its  face  de- 
clared a  mortgage,  and  to  redeem  therefrom, 
though  the  land  lay  outside  the  state,  particu- 
larly where  the  deed  was  made  In  and  between 
citizens  of  the  state ;  since  such  a  bill  Is  one  for 
relief  against  fraud,  and  is  not  a  bill  dealing 
with  the  title  to  an  estate  in  land. 

LIndley  t.  O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  1  L.  B. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


686 


Illinois  Supreme  CJoubt. 


AM^ 


A.  70,  7  Am.  St.  Kep.  802,  15  Atl.  879,  seems  to 
assume  that  a  bill  to  have  a  deed  absolute  on  its 
face  declared  a  mortc:age,  and  to  redeem  there- 
from, would  lie  In  one  state  in  respect  of  land 
in  another,  and  that  a  reconveyance  pursuant  to 
the  decree  in  such  a  case  would  be  effectual ; 
although  it  held  that  a  decree  rendered  by  a 
court  of  Pennsylvania,  haying  jurisdiction  of 
the  parties,  which  declared  that  a  deed  of  land 
In  New  Jersey,  absolute  on  its  face,  was  intend- 
ed as  a  mortgage,  and  that  the  defendant  se- 
cured had  been  paid,  and  which  directed  the 
executor  of  the  deceased  grantee  to  execute  and 
deliver  to  the  grantor  a  deed  of  reconveyance, 
though  conclusive  within  Pennsylvania,  could 
not  be  allowed  to  affect  the  title  to  the  lands, 
and  did  not  extinguish  the  grantee's  title,  in 
the  absence  of  a  conveyance  pursuant  to  the 
decree. 

Gunn  V.  Harper,  80  Ont.  Rep.  650,  while  con- 
ceding that  a  bill  would  lie  in  Ontario  to  have 
a  deed  absolute  on  its  face  declared  a  mortgage, 
and  for  redemption,  although  the  land  affected 
was  out  of  the  province,  if  the  action  were 
against  the  original  grantee  alone,  held  that  the 
suit  would  not  lie  where  the  original  grantee 
had  conveyed  to  other  persons.  The  decision 
is  upon  the  ground  that  the  Jurisdiction  in  case 
of  land  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdiction  is 
conflned  to  cases  in  which  there  is  either  a 
contract  between  the  parties,  or  something  in 
the  nature  of  a  trust. 

g.  Relief  from  fraud, 

1.  Aa  bfiticeen  parties  or  privies, 

A  court  of  equity  of  one  state  or  country, 
having  personal  Jurisdiction  of  the  parties  may 
grant  relief  to  a  party  who  has  been  fraudu- 
lently deprived  of  the  title,  or  evidence  of  title, 
to  real  property  in  another  state  or  country,  by 
requiring  a  reconveyance. 

Thus,  it  was  held  by  Lord  Chancellor  Not- 
tingham,  in  Arglasse  v.  Muschamp,  1  Vern.  75, 
that  courts  of  equity  In  England  may  relieve 
against  conveyances  obtained  by  fraud,  on  land 
in  Ireland.  The  decision  was  afflrmed  on 
rehearing  by  Lord  Keeper  North  (1  Vern.  135), 
who  said  that  the  objection  that  the  court 
was  deficient  in  power  to  compel  a  performance 
of  its  decree  because  it  could  not  sequester  the 
lands  in  question  was  of  no  weight ;  and  it  did 
not  apppear  but  that  the  defendant  had  lands 
in  England,  and  then  those  would  be  subject 
to  a  sequestration. 

It  was  held  in  King  v.  Pillow,  90  Tenn.  287, 
16  S.  W.  469,.  that  a  court  of  chancery  may 
compel  a  grantor  within  its  Jurisdiction  to  sup- 
ply a  conveyance  to  a  tract  of  land  In  Arkansas, 
a  deed  of  which  he  had  obtained  possession 
fraudulently,  and  destroyed  after  delivery. 

The  same  position  was  taken  in  Pillow  v. 
King,  55  Ark.  633,  18  S.  W.  764,  which  held 
that  the  Tennessee  court  had  Jurisdiction  to 
grant  the  droree  involved  in  the  last  case. 

McGee  v.  Sweeney,  84  Cal.  100,  23  Pac.  1117, 
held  that  a  court  of  California,  by  reason  of  Its 
control  over  the  parties,  had  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  to  have  a  deed  to  real  property  in  Pennsyl- 
vania declared   void,   and   for  a   reconvevance. 

A  court  of  Michigan,  having  Jurisdiction  of 
the  person  of  defendant,  has  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  by  the  grantor  to  set  aside  a  deed,  and 
compei  a  reconveyance  of  land  In  Missouri  on 
the  ground  of  fraud.  Noble  ▼.  Grandin.  125 
MIclK  383,  84  N.  W.  465.  The  court  cites 
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Roberts  v.  Roberts,  124  Mich.  414.  83  N.  W.  131. 
to  the  effect  that  a  suit  to  compel  the  produc- 
tion of  a  deed  cquld  be  maintained  in  another 
county  than  where  the  lands  lay,  notwith- 
standing Mich.  Comp.  Laws,  {  434,  providing 
that  a  suit  in  chancery  shall  be  commenced  in 
the  circuit  court  for  the  county  in  which  the 
property  in  dispute  is  situated,  if  the  subject 
matter  is  local. 

In  D'lvernois  v.  Leavitt,  23  Barb.  63,  involv- 
ing an  assignment  for  creditors,  made  in  New 
York,  covering  real  property  in  another  state* 
the  court  said :  "The  rights  relating  to  the  ac- 
quisition, enjoyment,  and  disposition  of  real 
property  are  prescribed  and  regulated  exclusive- 
ly by  the  laws  of  the  country  in  which  the 
property  is  situated.  Every  community,  inde- 
pendent and  sovereign,  possesses  this  power  as 
an  inherent  and  essential  element  of  Its  sov- 
ereignty. No  other  community  can  Interfere 
with  the  method  by  which  real  property  may 
be  acquired  or  lost,  the  tennre  by  which  it  may 
be  held,  the  duration- or  quantity  of  Interest 
In  it,  or  the  conditions  to  which  the  enjoyment 
of  It  Is  subject;  but  an  instrument  purporting 
to  dispose  of  real  property  situated  in  another 
state  or  country  may,  nevertheless,  be  within 
the  reach  of  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the 
Instrument  Is  executed,  and  may  be  assailed  on 
the  ground,  for  instance,  that  the  Instrument 
was  in  fraud  of  its  own  citizens,  or  that  It  was 
obtained  fraudulently  from  the  grantor." 

Mussina  t.  Ailing,  11  La.  Ann.  668,  held 
that  a  court  of  Louisiana  had  no  Jurladlctlon 
to  compel  a  reconveyance  of  land  In  Texas  up- 
on the  ground  of  fraud,  although  the  defendant 
was  within  its  Jurisdiction.  The  court,  while 
conceding  that  the  courts  of  Louisiana  have 
both  comm<^i-law  and  equity  Jurisdiction  In  the 
sense  that  they  are  generally  competent  to  af- 
ford such  relief  to  parties  as  may  be  demanded 
In  a  Judicial  proceeding,  either  at  law  or  In 
chancery.  In  those  states  which  recognise  the 
English  division  of  remedies,  said  that  it  did 
not  follow  that  all  the  prerogatives  claimed  by 
courts  of  common  law  and  courts  of  chancery, 
and  all  artificial  rules  and  peculiar  dogmas, 
should  be  usurped  by  the  courts  of  Louisiana. 
This  decision,  however,  seems  to  have  been 
overruled  by  Selxas  v.  King,  30  La.  Ann.  510. 
2  So.  416,  infra. 

In  Monnett  v.  Turpie,  132  Ind.  482,  82  N.  E. 
828,  the  plaintiff  prayed  a  Judgment  disafflrm- 
Ing  and  canceling  deeds  to  real  property  In 
other  states,  and  asked  that  the  title  to  lands 
by  decree  of  the  court  be  reinvested  In  the 
plaintiff,  free  and  discharged  from  all  claims 
of  the  defendants,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
deeds  were  procured  fraudulently  and  without 
consideration  from  the  grantor,  who  was  at 
the  time  a  person  of  unsound  mind.  The  only 
point  involved  In  the  appeal  arose  from  the 
action  of  the  trial  court  in  refusing  to  grant 
the  plaintiff  a  trial  by  Jury;  and  the  correct- 
ness of  that  ruling  turned  upon  the  question 
whether  the  action  was  one  to  quiet  title.  In 
which  case,  under  the  provision  of  the  Code, 
it  was  triable  by  Jury,  or  an  action  for  the  can- 
celation of  the  deeds,  in  which  case  it  would 
fall  within  the  exclusive  Jurisdiction  of  a 
court  of  equity,  and  therefore  be  triable  by  the 
court  without  a  Jury.  The  court  said  that  the 
fnct  that  the  land  lay  beyond  the  territorial 
Jurisdiction  conclusively  characterixed  the  ac- 
tion as  one  for  equitable  relief,  since  It  would 
be  wholly  beyond  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  courts 
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of  the  state  to  quiet  the  title  to  such  land, 
whereas  In  an  action  In  equity  the  court  hav- 
ing jurisdiction  of  the  person  Is  ahle,  hy  proc- 
ess against  the  defendants  in  pemonams  to 
enforce  Its  decrees  affecting  land  without,  as 
well  as  within,  the  state. 

A  court  of  New  York,  having  Jurisdiction  of 
the  parties,  may  entertain  a  suit  hy  the  stock- 
holders of  a  corporation  to  have  declared  void 
the  action  of  such  corporation,  and  of  another 
corporation  controlled  by  the  same  directors.  In 
canceling  a  lease  of  real  property  In  Mexico. 
.Jacobs  V.  Mexican  Sugar  Ref.  Co.  104  App. 
Dlv.  242,  93  N.  Y.  Supp.  776.  The  court  said 
that  the  plaintiffs  did  not  ask,  nor  could  they 
have  obtained,  a  Judgment  which  would  give 
them  possession  of  the  property. 

Some  of  the  cases  that  concede  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  court  of  equity  of  one  state  or  coun- 
try, having  personal  jurisdiction  of  the  parties 
to  grant  relief  from  a  conveyance,  obtained  by 
fraud,  of  land  in  another  state  or  country,  take 
the  position  that  the  decree  must  be  In  the  form 
of  one  compelling  the  reconveyance,  and  that 
a  decree  merely  canceling  the  conveyance 
which  Is  attacked  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
would  be  beyond  the  power  of  the  court. 

Thus,  in  Cooley  v.  Scarlett.  38  111.  316,  87 
Am.  Dec.  298,  the  court  said  that  It  could  not 
affirm  a  decree  canceling,  upon  the  ground  of 
fraud,  deeds  to  real  property  upon  land  In  an- 
other state ;  but  that  the  decree  might  he  re- 
modeled so  as  to  bring  It  within  the  principles 
of  chancery  jurisdiction,  and  still  afford  some 
protection  to  the  complainant.  It  then  said 
that  the  court  conld  compel  the  defendants, 
who  were  personally  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  court,  to  execute  to  the  complainant  a  re- 
lease of  all  claims  acquired  through  the  deed 
from  him ;  and  that,  If  they  refused  to  do  so, 
they  could  be  attached  for  contempt,  and  held 
in  custody  until  they  should  execute  the  decree ; 
and  that  If,  In  the  meantime.  It  should  be  made 
to  appear  that  they  were  seeking  to  encumber 
titles  by  conveyances  to  third  persons,  that  also 
might  be  treated  as  a  contempt  for  which  the 
court  could  attach  and  punish  them ;  and  that, 
if  they  went  beyond  the  jurisdiction,  the  court 
could  appoint  a  special  commissioner  to  make 
the  conveyance  In  their  stead. 

A  court  of  Kentucky  has  no  Jurisdiction  to 
render  a  judgment  declaring  a  deed  to  real 
property  In  New  Jersey  void ;  and  has  no  Ju- 
risdiction to  decree  a  conveyance  or  delivery  of 
possession  founded  on  that  decree.  Davis  v. 
Headley,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  115.  The  Judgment  In 
this  case,  which  the  court  of  New  Jersey  re- 
fused to  recognize  or  enforce,  not  only  declared 
that  the  conveyance  should  be  set  aside  and 
held  for  naught,  but  also  provided  that  the 
grantee  should  be  restrained  from  setting  up 
that  conveyance  In  any  suit  touching  the  prop- 
<*rty. 

Seixas  V.  King,  39  La.  Ann.  510,  2  So.  416, 
overruled  an  exception  to  the  jurisdiction  of  a 
court  of  Louisiana  over  a  suit  against  a 'resi- 
dent of  Lo'Mslnnn  to  annul  a  transfer  of  real 
estate  In  Mississippi.  It  Is  implied,  however, 
that  the  decree  must  be  In  the  form  of  a  per- 
sonal decree  against  the  defendant  compelling 
a  conveyance,  rather  than  a  direct  decree  in 
rem  annulling  the  conveyance,  to  the  defend- 
ant. 

In  De  Klyn  r.  Watklns,  3  Sandf.  Ch.  185, 
however,  where  It  was  held  that  a  court  of 
equity  of  one  state  has  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit 
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to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  land  In  another 
upon  the  ground  of  fraud,  the  court  said  that 
It  was  difficult  to  perceive  how  a  bill  to  set 
aside  a  conveyance  of  land  situated  abroad  re- 
lated to  the  title  of  the  land,  any  more  than 
a  bill  to  have  a  conveyance  decreed ;  that  In 
each  case  the  object  Is  to  devest  the  title  from 
the  person  who  holds  It,  and  In  each  case  It 
is  attained  in  the  same  mode,  by  process  of  the 
court  against  the  person  of  the  owner. 

So,  In  Guerrant  v.  Fowler,  1  lien.  &  M.  6, 
It  was  held  that  a  person  being  within  the 
commonwealth  may  be  decreed  to  execute  a 
conveyance  for  lands  lying  in  another  state,  or 
to  cancel  a  deed  for  such  lands,  obtained  by 
fraud. 

But  a  decree  of  a  court  of  another  state 
which  had  jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  declar- 
ing an  exchange  of  lands  void,  and  requiring 
reconveyances,  does  not  of  itself,  and  in  the 
absence  of  conveyances  pursuant  to  the  decree, 
devest  the  title  to  land  in  Texas.  Fryer  v. 
Meyers  (Tex.)  13  S.  W.  1025. 

Nor  are  the  parties  who  procured  the  de- 
cree estopped  to  assert  the  title  to  the  land 
conveyed  to  them  In  the  exchange,  they  never 
having  complied  with  the  terms  of  the  decree, 
nor  claimed  the  lands  which  they  conveyed  In 
the  exchange.    Ibid. 

A  court  of  Texas  has  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit 
to  rescind  a  sale  of  land  therein  on  the  ground 
of  fraud  and  lack  of  consideration,  notwith- 
standing that  the  purported  consideration  was 
the  conveyance  of  land  In  Tennessee  to  which. 
It  is  alleged,  the  defendant  had  no  title,  and 
which  therefore  constituted  no  consideration 
for  the  conveyance  of  the  land  In  Texas.  Paul 
V.  Chenault  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  69  S.  W.  579. 
The  objection  made  to  the  jurisdiction  was  that 
it  Involved  an  hiqulry  Into  the  title  of  land  In 
Tennessee,  and  that  the  court  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion to  determine  that  issue.  The  court,  how- 
ever, overruled  the  demurrer  to  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, and  proceeded  to  pass  upon  the  title  to 
the  Tennessee  land  for  the  purposes  of  the 
suit. 

The  decision  In  Cumberland  Coal  &  I.  Co.  v. 
Hoffman  Steam  Coal  Co.  SO  Barb.  159,  that  a 
court  of  New  York  would  not  entertain  a  suit 
between  two  Maryland  corporations  to  annul  a 
conveyance  of  land  in  the  latter  state  on  the 
ground  of  fraud,  the  conveyance  having  been 
executed  and  acknowledged  In  Maryland  and 
put  upon  record  there.  Is  not  referable  to  gen- 
eral principles,  but  to  a  provision  of  the  Code 
defining  the  rights  of  nonresidents  to  bring  ac- 
tions against  foreign  corporations. 

In  Blake  v.  Blake,  18  Week.  Rep.  944,  where 
the  bill  was  filed  to  set  aside  certain  deeds  re- 
lating exclusively  to  property  in  Ireland,  the 
parties  being  residents  of  Ireland,  and  the  con- 
tract out  of  which  the  litigation  arose  having 
been  made  there,  the  court  sustained  a  plea  to 
the  jurisdiction,  upon  the  ground  that  the  mat- 
ter should  be  decided  by  the  courts  of  Ireland. 
Some  parts  of  the  opinion  In  this  case  Indicate 
that  the  court  declined  jurisdiction  as  a  mat- 
ter of  discretion ;  but  It  Is  stated  In  the  report 
of  the  case  that  the  defendants  were  served 
out  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and  It  is  not  stated  that 
they  appeared  In  the  case  except  to  plead  to  the 
jurisdiction;  and  the  opinion  states  that  the 
case  Is  governed  by  Cookney  v.  Anderson,  32 
L.  J.  Ch.  N.  S.  305,  Affirmed  In  32  L.  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  427  (supra,  II.,  c),  which  would  seem  to 
indicate  that  the  decision  was  upon  the  ground 
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til  At  the  defendants  wer«  not  personally  sub- 
ject to  the  Jurisdiction. 

2.  A8  hettoeen  one  party  and  creditora  of  the 
other. 

As  shown  in  the  last  suhdiTlsion,  the  requisi- 
tion of  a  reconveyance  affords  an  adequate 
means  of  granting  relief  from  a  fraudulent  con- 
veyance of  real  property  In  another  jurisdic- 
tion, when  the  suit  Is  between  the  parties  to 
the  original  conveyance,  or  their  privies.  The 
situation  is  quite  different  when  the  suit  Is  by 
creditors  of  a  grantor,  seeking  to  set  aside  a 
conveyance  of  real  property  in  another  jurisdic- 
tion as  a  fraud  upon  them,  since  the  creditors, 
even  if  successful  in  maintaining  their  conten- 
tion, are  not  entitled  to  a  decree  requiring  the 
conveyance  of  the  land  to  them,  but  at  most 
are  only  entitled  to  a  decree  which  will  sub- 
ject the  land  to  the  payment  of  their  claims ; 
and  it  is  difficult  to  work  out  this  relief  by  a 
decree  in  personam.  According  to  the  weight 
of  authori^,  therefore,  a  creditor  of  the  grant- 
or cannot  maintain  a  bill  In  one  state  or  coun- 
try to  set  aside  a  conveyance  of  land  In  an- 
other, upon  the  ground  that  the  conveyance 
was  fraudulent  as  to  him. 

Thus,  a  suit  will  not  He  by  a  judgment 
creditor  in  one  state  to  set  aside  a  conveyance 
by  the  judgment  debtor  of  land  In  another 
state,  as  a  fraud  upon  the  judgment  creditor. 
Gray  v.  Folwell,  57  N.  J.  Eq.  446,  41  Atl.  869. 
The  court  said  that  it  was  quite  beyond  the 
power  of  the  court  to  make  any  decree  which 
would  subject  the  land  outside  of  the  state  to 
the  Hen,  or  by  any  decree  apply  It  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  judgment. 

A  judgment  creditor's  suit  cannot  be  brought 
In  New  York,  founded  upon  a  judgment  in 
New  York,  to  affect  lands  of  the  judgment 
debtor  situated  in  another  state,  on  the  ground 
that  the  debtor  had  fraudulently  conveyed  them 
away.  Nicholson  v.  Leavitt,  4  Sandf.  252. 
This  was  before  the  adoption  of  the  Code,  and 
the  decision  Is  upon  the  ground  that  a  judg- 
ment creditor's  suit  proceeds  on  the  footing  of 
a  Hen,  and  that  there  is  no  such  Hen  under  a 
New  York  judgment  with  respect  to  lands  in 
another  state.  The  court  said  that  It  might  be 
that,  under  the  broad  provisions  of  the  Code,  a 
judgment  creditor  may  reach  the  real  property 
of  the  debtor  out  of  the  state. 

LIde  V.  Parker,  60  Ala.  165.  held  that  the 
Alabama  statute,  enabling  a  creditor  without  a 
Hen  to  file  a  bill  to  subject  to  the  payment  of 
his  debt  property  fraudulently  conveyed  by  his 
debtor,  did  not  apply  to  realty  in  another  state. 

West  Point  Min.  &  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Allen  (Ala.) 
:{9  So.  351,  is  to  the  same  effect  as  the  last  case. 
An  execution  creditor  cannot  maintain  a  suit 
In  a  court  of  the  defendant's  domlcll  to  set 
aside  conveyances  of  land  beyond  the  jurisdic- 
tion, upon  the  gronnd  that  they  were  fraudu- 
lent as  against  creditors.  Bums  y.  Davidson, 
21  Ont.  Rep.  547.  The  court  said:  "Where 
fraud  exists  In  respect  to  specific  property  out 
of  the  jurisdiction,  whereby  in  conscience  it 
should  be  the  property  of  the  rightful  claim 
ant  as  against  the  fraudulent  holder,  these 
being  within  the  jurisdiction,  a  court  of  equity 
can  decree  according  to  the  equities,  and 
operate  on  the  person  of  the  defendant  so  that 
he  shall  convey  the  land  to  the  one  entitled. 
But  where  the  manner  of  relief  Is,  as  here,  not 
to  order  conveyances  inter  partes,  but  to  sub-  ' 
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ject  land  to  the  exigencies  of  execution,  then 
no  personal  judgment  can  touch  the  real  re- 
sult to  be  accomplished.  The  distinction  which 
separates  between  cases  of  fraud  where  the 
court  will  act  and  will  not  act  Is  marked  by 
Lord  Nottingham  in  a  case  of  Carteret  v.  Pet- 
ty, 2  Swanst.  328,  note.  He  said  this  court 
could  proceed  to  a  decree  where  the  imprison- 
ment of  the  person  is  the  most  proper  means 
to  effect  that  which  is  decreed  to  be  done,  viz., 
the  payment  of  money,  making  a  conveyance, 
or  the  like.  But  where  no  obedience  of  the 
person  imprisoned,  or  any  act  of  his,  can  suf- 
ficiently execute  such  a  decree,  then  it  is  in 
vain  to  hold  such  a  plea." 

In  the  subsequent  case  of  Pavey  v.  David- 
son, 23  Ont.  App.  Rep.  9,  involving  the  same 
transaction  that  was  considered  in  the  last 
ease.  It  appeared  that  the  grantee  of  the  prop> 
erty  had  given  back  a  mortgage,  containing  a 
covenant  for  payment;  and  the  attempt  in 
this  case  was  not  to  set  aside  the  conveyance, 
but  to  have  the  mortgagee  declared  a  trustee, 
for  the  execution  debtor,  of  the  mortgage  debt 
and  the  moneys  secured  thereby.  The  majority 
of  the  court  of  appeals  were  of  the  opinion  that 
the  action  could  be  maintained,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  mortgaged  land  was  situated  in  a 
foreign  jurisdiction.  The  decision  was  npon 
the  ground  that  no  relief  was  sought  In  re- 
spect of  the  mortgaged  land,  but  that  it  w«b 
the  debt  that  was  sought  to  be  reached;  and 
the  fact  that  It  was  secured  by  lands  in  another 
jurisdiction  was  a  mere  incident. 

This  decision  was,  however,  reversed  on  ap- 
peal by  the  supreme  court  of  Canada  (Pur- 
dom  Y.  Pavey,  26  Can.  S.  C.  412).  It  is  dif- 
ficult to  determine  the  exact  ground  of  the 
supreme  court's  decision.  In  one  part  of  the 
opinion,  it  seems  to  be  put  upon  the  ground 
that  the  bill  sought  a  declaration  of  trust,  not 
of  the  debt  alone,  but  of  the  security. — that  is. 
of  the  foreign  lands  so  far  as  they  were  a 
security ;  in  another  part,  however,  the  court 
said  that  the  validity  or  invalidity  of  the 
transaction  must  depend  upon  the  lea  ret  sitm^ 
and  that  there  was  no  allegation  that,  accord- 
ing to  that  law,  a  constructive  trust  by  opera- 
tion of  law  would  arise  by  reason  of  the  intent 
to  hinder  or  delay  creditors,  or  that  even  an  ex- 
press trust  must  necessarily  inure  to  the  benefit, 
or  be  available  to  the  satisfaction,  of  creditors : 
and  that  no  presumption  to  that  effect  could  be 
Indulged.  This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  the 
plaintiff  must  fail  on  the  merits  even,  and  with- 
out reference  to  the  jurisdiction;  but  the 
court  said  in  this  connection  that,  from 
the  fact  alone  that  the  question  depended  upon 
the  lem  rei  eita:^  It  followed  that  the  forum  of 
the  situs  was  the  proper  forum. 

Carpenter  v.  Strange,  141  U.  S.  87,  35  I* 
ed.  640,  11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  960,  held  that  a  de- 
cree of  a  court  of  New  York  which  had  per- 
sonal jurisdiction  of  the  parties,  declaring  a 
deed  executed  by  testator  to  real  property  in 
Tennessee  void  as  to  a  debt  due  by  testator  to 
plaintiff,  but  not  directing  a  conveyance  of  the 
landf  nor  in  any  other  way  attempting  to 
exert  control  over  defendant  with  respect  to 
land,  was  not  binding  upon  the  courts  of  Ten- 


Klrdahi  v.  Basha,  36  Misc.  715.  74  N.  Y. 
Supp.  383,  upheld  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of 
New  York  over  a  suit  in  equity  by  a  judgment 
creditor  to  have  a  mortgage,  executed  by  the 
debtor    upon    land    in    New    Jersey,    declared 
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fraudulent  and  void,  and  to  compel  the  mort- 
gagee to  execute  and  deliver  a  satisfaction  of 
It,  and  restraining  both  mortgagor  and  mort- 
gagee from  transferring  or  assigning  any  Inter- 
est In  the  land  pending  an  action  In  a  New  Jer- 
sey court  to  obtain  satisfaction  of  the  Judg- 
ment out  of  the  land  In  that  state.  The  deci- 
sion, which  rests  upon  the  idea  that  a  decree 
compelling  a  release  of  the  mortgage  operates 
in  pergonam,  la  of  doubtful  authority,  since 
such  a  release  would  extinguish  the  mortgage, 
which,  at  the  most,  is  only  invalid  as  against 
the  judgment  creditor,  and  is  valid  as  between 
the  parties  to  it. 

In  Jones  v.  Oeddes,  1  Phill.  Ch.  724,  where  a 
hill  was  filed  by  assignees  of  a  bankrupt  to 
set  aside,  on  the  ground  of  fraud,  a  heritable 
bond  charged  upon  the  real  estate  in  Scotland, 
and  to  enjoin  defendants  from  prosecuting  a 
process  of  ranking  and  sale  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  the  bond,  which  they  had  commenced 
in  a  coart  of  Scotland,  the  Lord  Chancellor 
said  that,  the  parties  being  residents  of  Eng- 
land, the  English  court  of  chancery  might  take 
Jurisdiction ;  but,  in  the  exercise  of  discretion, 
he  declined  to  entertain  the  suit  because  the 
matter  could  be  more  conveniently  litigated  in 
Scotland. 

h.  Infunction, 

See  also  Thomas  v.  Huklll,  181  Pa.  298,  18  Atl. 

875;    Chase  v.  Knickerbocker  Phosphate  Co. 

32  App.  DiT.  400,  63  N.  Y.  Supp.  220, — 
.    »upra.   If.,   a;    Kirklin  v.  Atlas  Sav.   &  L. 

Asso.   (Tenn.  Ch.  App.)  60  S.  W.  149;    Ft. 

Wayne  Trust  Co.  v.  Sihler  (Ind.  App.)  72  N. 

B.  494.— »Mpro,  III.,   c;   Kirdahi  v.   Basha, 

36  Misc.  715,  74  N.  Y.  Supp.  388,  9upra,  III., 

g.  2 ;  Bowers  v.  Durant,  43  Hun,  848,  infra, 

III..  J. 


An  injunction  Is  strictly  in  peraonatn;  and 
therefore.  If  a  proper  case  for  an  injunction  is 
otherwise  made  out.  jurisdiction  of  the  court  to 
grant  the  same  will  not  be  defeated  by  the  fact 
that  It  has  reference  to  real  property  beyond 
the  territorial  jurisdiction. 

A  court  of  equity  of  Illinois  has  jurisdiction 
of  a  bill  to  enjoin  defendant  from  interfering 
with  the  right  of  way  claimed  by  the  com- 
plainant over  land  situated  in  another  state,  if 
the  defendant  is  personally  served,  since  the 
jurisdiction  in  equity  by  way  of  injunction  is 
strictly  in  pernonam.  Alexander  v.  Tolleston 
Club,  110  III.  65. 

A  resident  of  a  state  may  be  enjoined  from 
going  into  another  state  and  committing  acts 
injurious  to  the  property  of  the  plaintiffs  there. 
Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Worster,  23  N.  H. 
462. 

A.  court  of  equity,  at  the  instance  of  a 
grantee  in  a  deed  which  is  sufficient  to  pass  the 
legal  title  to  real  property  in  another  state, 
but  is  BO  defectively  acknowledged  that  it  can- 
not be  recorded  so  as  to  charge  third  persons 
with  constructive  notice,  may  enjoin  the  grant- 
or from  conveying  the  property  to  third  per- 
sons.    Frank  v.  Peyton,  82  Ky.  150. 

A  court  of  equity  of  one  state  has  jurisdic- 
tion of  a  suit,  by  one  of  its  citizens  holding  a 
mortgage  upon  real  property  In  another  state, 
to  enjoin  a  citizen  from  removing  from  the 
proiH'rty  alleged  fixtures  which  he  had  fur- 
nished under  a  conditional  contract  of  sale. — 
at  least  where  the  nonresident  mortgagor  vol- 
untarily comes  in  and  submits  to  the  Jurlsdlc- 
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tion.     Schmaltz  v.  York  Mfg.  Co.  204  Pa.  1,  59 
L.  B.  A.  007,  93  Am.  St.  Rep.  782,  53  Atl.  522. 

In  Blnney*s  Case,  2  Bland,  Ch.  99,  148,  the 
court  said :  *'The  dam,  the  erection  of  which 
Is  complained  of,  is  to  be  extended  entirely 
across  the  River  Potomac,  and,  therefore,  one 
part  of  It  must  ^rest  upon  the  territory  of 
Maryland,  and  the 'other  upon  that  of  Virginia ; 
consequently,  to  that  extent  each  state  must 
have  an  exclusive  jurisdiction,  so  far  as  It  may 
be  necessary  to  prevent  its  erection  by  injunc- 
tion. But  the  object  of  preventing  the  erection 
of  this  dam  Is  to  put  a  stop  to  the  expenditure 
of  the  funds  of  the  body  politic,  for  other  than 
corporate  purposes,  within  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia ;  and  consequently,  so  far  only  as  the 
body  politic  [the  Chesapeake  ft  Ohio  Canal 
Company  which  was  proposing  to  build  the 
dam]  may  be  restrained  by  Injunction  from 
making  such  Illegal  expenditures  anywhere,  the 
courts  of  justice  of  each  government  must  be 
allowed  to  have  equal  and  concurrent  jurisdic- 
tion." 

Willey  V.  Decker,  11  Wyo.  496,  100  Am.  St. 
Rep.  939,  73  Pac.  210,  held  that  a  court  of 
Wyoming  had  jurisdiction,  at  the  Instance  of 
owners  of  land  in  Montana  who  had  acquired 
by  prior  appropriation  the  right  to  use  the 
water  of  a  stream  for  irrigation  by  means  of  a 
ditch  and  headgate 'in  Wyoming,  to  restrain 
others  from  diverting  the  water  by  means  of 
ditches  located  in  Wyoming  or  in  Montana. 

So  Miller  v.  Rickey,  127  Fed.  573,  held  that 
a  Federal  court  sitting  in  Nevada  had  jurisdic- 
tion, at  the  instance  of  the  owners  of  land  In 
that  state,  to  enjoin  defendant  from  wrongful- 
ly diverting  In  California  waters  of  a  stream 
which  fiowed  through  the  complainants'  land. 

Northern  Indiana  R.  Co.  v.  Michigan  C.  R. 
Co.  15  How.  233,  14  L.  ed.  674,  however,  held 
that  the  United  States  circuit  court  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Michigan  had  no  jurisdiction  of  a  suit 
by  an  Indiana  corporation,  claiming  an  exclu- 
sive right  under  Its  charter  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  railroad  In  a  certain  part  of  Indiana,  to 
enjoin  the  defendant  from  constructing  a  road 
within  such  territory.  The  court  said  that  it 
would  be  readily  admitted  that  no  action  at  law 
could  be  sustained  in  the  district  of  Michigan 
for  injuries  done  in  Indiana;  and  that  no  ac- 
tion of  ejectment,  or  for  trespass  on  real  prop- 
erty, could  have  a  more  decidedly  local  char- 
acter than  the  appropriate  remedy  for  the  in- 
juries complained  of;  and  that  such  character 
was  not  changed  by  a  bill  in  chancery.  The 
case  Is  distinguished  from  Massie  v.  Watts,  6 
Cranch,  148,  3  L.  ed.  181,  apparently  upon  the 
ground  that  the  controversy  did  not  arise  out 
of  a  contract,  or  fraud,  and  was  not  connected 
with  a  trust,  express  or  implied. 

In  Mariposa  Co.  v.  Garrison.  26  How.  Pr. 
448,  it  was  said  that  the  court,  having  obtained 
Jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  defendant,  has  ju- 
risdiction to  compel  specific  performance  of  a 
contract  in  relation  to  lands  situate  in  another 
state ;  but  that  the  granting  of  a  preliminary 
injunction  is  a  matter  of  discretion;  and, 
w^ere  the  plaintiff  has  adequate  remedies  for 
the  preservation  and  enforcement  of  all  his 
rights  in  the  courts  of  the  state  in  which  the 
land  is  situated,  it  is  not  sound  discretion  to 
aid,  by  Injunction,  in  drawing  within  the  ju- 
risdiction of  the  court  of  another  state  the  de- 
cision of  those  questions  which  can  more  ap- 
propriately be  investigated  and  determined  in 
the  state  where  the  land  is  situated. 
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In  a  number  of  instances  the  court  of  equity 
of  one  state  or  country  has  exercised  its  Ju- 
risdiction to  enjoin  proceedings  in  another  state 
or  country  with  respect  to  real  property  located 
in  the  latter. 

in  Bunbury  v.  Bunbury,  I'Beay.  318,  an  in- 
junction was  granted,  on  terms,  to  restrain  pro- 
ceedings instituted  in  a  foreign  country  to  re- 
cover real  estate  there.  It  was  said,  however, 
that,  if  nothing  more  than  an  insulated  ques- 
tion of  title  to  the  land  were  in  litigation  be- 
tween the  parties,  the  injunction  would  be  de- 
nied; but  that  the  controversy  between  the 
parties  involved  the  determination  of  ques- 
tions relating  to  the  conflict  of  laws,  and  the 
eflTect  of  the  laws  of  England  upon  the  rights 
of  the  parties. 

In  Beckford  v.  Kemble,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  7,  all 
the  parties  being  in  England,  an  Injunction  was 
granted  to  restrain  mortgagees  of  a  West  In- 
dia estate  from  proceeding  on  a  bill  of  fore- 
closure in  a  colonial  court,  filed  after  a  decree 
made  in  England  which  directed  an  inquiry  to 
ascertain  the  amount  of  the  mortgage  debt  on 
a  bill  to  redeem. 

In  Hope  V.  Carnegie,  L.  R.  1  Ch.  320,  an  or- 
der restraining  the  administration  of  real  and 
personal  estate  in  the  Netherlands,  of  a  de- 
cedent who  died  domiciled  in  England,  was  af- 
firmed as  to  both  species  of  property,  though 
one  of  the  two  Judges  who  heard  the  appeal 
was  of  the  opinion  that  the  appellant  ought 
to  hove  been  left  at  liberty  to  carry  on  the  ad- 
ministration as  to  the  real  estate,  if  she  could 
do  so  without  proceeding  as  to  the  personal  es- 
tate. The  other  Judge  was  of  the  opinion 
that,  if  it  were  possible  to  proceed  as  to  the 
real  estate  without  proceeding  as  to  the  per- 
sonal estate,  it  was  incumbent  upon  the  ap- 
pellant to  show  that  fact.  He  also  queried 
whether  proceedings,  even  as  to  real  estate 
only,   ought   not   to   be   restrained. 

A  court  of  New  York  has  Jurisdiction  to  re- 
strain a  trust  company  incorporated  in  that 
state,  its  officers,  agents,  and  attorneys,  from 
proceeding,  in  a  suit  brought  by  it  in  another 
state,  to  foreclose  a  mortgage  upon  real  prop- 
erty in  the  latter  state,  pending  the  final  hear- 
ing and  determination  of  an  action  in  New 
York  for  its  removal  as  trustee  upon  the  ground 
that  it  had  acted  in  bad  faith  in  the  prosecu- 
tion of  the  foreclosure  action.  Gibson  v. 
American  Loan  &  T.  Co.  58  Hun,  443,  12  N. 
Y.  Supp.  444. 

But  a  court  of  one  state,  having  Jurisdiction 
of  the  parties,  will  not  enjoin  the  prosecution 
of  a  suit  pending  In  another  state  for  the  fore- 
closure of  a  mortgage  upon  real  property  In  the 
latter  state,  merely  because  the  court  of  the 
latter  state  entertains  different  views  of  the 
law  covering  the  rights  than  those  entertained 
by  the  courts  of  the  state  in  which  the  Injunc- 
tion is  sought,  and  by  the  United  States  Su- 
preme Court.  Carson  y.  Dunham,  149  Mass. 
.•>2.  a  L.  B.  A.  203,  14  Am.  St.  Rep.  307,  20  N. 
E.  312. 

A  court  has  no  power  to  enjoin  a  citizen  of 
a  foreign  state  or  sovereignty  from  causing  a 
levy  to  be  made  on  lands  which  are  situated  in 
the  foreign  state  and  beyond  its  territorial  Ju- 
risdiction, because  It  has  appointed  a  receiver 
of  such  property,  unless  the  person  so  enjoined 
is  a  party,  either  in  person  or  by  representa- 
tion, to  the  litigation  in  which  the  receiver  has 
beftu  appointed.  Schindelholz  v.  Culhim,  5  C. 
C.  A.  293,  12  U.  S.  App.  242,  35  Fed.  8S5. 
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The  right  to  take  Jurisdiction  of  a  suit  for 
an  Injunction  affecting  lands  in  another  state 
is  to  be  distinguished,  upon  the  one  hand,  from 
the  discretion  with  respect  to  the  exercise  of 
such  Jurisdiction,  and,  upon  the  other,  from  the 
merits  of  the  case, — in  other  words,  the  ques- 
tion whether  a  proper  case  for  Interference  by 
injunction  has  been  made  out.  In  a  number  of 
cases  the  court  while  assuming,  or  at  h  ist 
not  denying  the  right  to  assume  Jurisdiction, 
has.  In  the  exercise  of  Its  discretion,  refused 
to  entertain  the  suit,  or  has  denied  the  injunc- 
tion on  the  merits.  Thus,  the  court,  in  Moor 
v.  Anglo-Italian  Bank,  L.  R.  10  Ch.  DIv.  681, 
held  that  an  encumbrancer  of  Immovable  prop-  ' 
erty  situate  in  a  foreign  country,  who  has  in- 
stituted legal  proceedings  in  that  country  for 
the  purpose  of  enforcing  his  rights,  will  not  be 
restrained  by  injunction  from  prosecuting  such 
proceedings,  even  though  the  mortgagor  is  a 
company  in  the  course  of  winding  up;  at  all 
events,  if  the  party  seeking  to  restrain  .him 
may  appear  before  the  foreign  tribunal  and  as- 
sert his  rights. 

In  White  V.  Hall,  12  Ves.  Jr.  321,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  refused  an  injunction  to  restrain  a 
sale,  under  a  decree  of  the  colonial  court,  of 
real  property  In  Demerara,  which  had  been  made 
security  for  the  discharge  of  a  debt  in  instal- 
ments, although  he  intimated  that.  It  he  had 
had  Jurisdiction,  he  would  have  held,  contrary 
to  the  decision  of  the  colonial  court,  that  there 
had  been  no  such  default  as  to  subject  the  prop- 
erty to  sale. 

So  in  Jones  y.  Geddes.  1  Phlll.  Ch.  724,  an 
injunction  granted  on  a  suggestion  of  fraud,  to 
restrain  a  resident  of  England  from  prosecut- 
ing a  suit  In  Scotland  to  enforce  a  legal  seon- 
rlty  against  lands  In  that  country,  was  dis- 
solved on  appeal,  because  the  question  between 
the  parties  could  be  more  conveniently  liti- 
gated in  Scotland. 

In  Norton  v.  Florence  Land  ft  Public  Works 
Co.  L.  R.  7  Ch.  Dlv.  332,  the  court  denied  a 
motion  on  behalf  of  the  holders  of  obligations 
of  a  company  with  an  office  in  London  and  hav- 
ing real  property  in  Italy,  to  restrain  a  bank, 
also  having  a  I^ndon  office,  from  enforcing,  in 
priority  to  the  holders  of  the  obligations,  a 
mortgage  held  by  It  upon  the  Italian  property. 
The  decision,  was  not  upon  the  ground  of  abso- 
lute lack  of  Jurisdiction,  but  was  made  as  a 
matter  of  discretion. 

Durant  v.  IMerson,  19  N.  Y.  Ciy.  Proc.  Rep. 
203,  12  N.  Y.  Supp.  145,  refused  a  motloo  by 
defendant,  pending  an  appeal  by  him  from  a 
Judgment  in  favor  of  plaintiff  to  set  aside  an 
assignment  as  fraudulent,  to  stay  proceedings 
taken  by  the  plaintiff  In  another  state  to  col- 
lect his  claim  out  of  real  estate  there  situated. 
Bowers  v.  Durant,  43  Hun,  348, — infra.  III. 
J,  is  distinguished  by  reason  of  the  agreement 
in  that  case  that  the  courts  of  New  York  should 
have  Jurisdiction. 

In  Harris  v.  Pullman,  84  111.  20,  25  Am. 
Rep.  416,  and  Mead  v.  Merrltt,  2  Paige,  402. 
the  Jurisdiction  to  enjoin  the  further  prosecu- 
tion of  actions  already  commenced  in  other 
states  with  respect  to  real  property  was  denied, 
upon  the  ground  that,  under  the  rule  in  the 
United  States,  one  state  has  no  power,  by  proc- 
ess of  injunction,  to  restrain  proceedings  pre- 
viously commenced  in  the  court  of  another 
state.  The  general  question  of  Jurisdiction 
suggested  by  these  cases,  whether  a  court  of 
one  state  may  in  any  case  entertain  a  suit  to- 
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restrain  legal  proceedings  already  commenced 
in  another,  Is  beyond  the  scope  of  the  note, 
since  the  question  Is  the  same  whether  real 
property  Is  involved  or  not.  It  may,  however, 
be  remarked  that  the  position  taken  in  these 
cases  is  contrary  to  the  weight  of  modem  au- 
thority. See,  especially,  Cole  v.  Cunningham, 
133  U.  S.  107,  33  U  ed.  538,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
269. 

L  Accounting  and  Incidental  relief  by  requisi- 
tion of  conveyance. 

See  also  Henderson  v.  McBee,  70  N.  C.  219 ; 
Dickinson  v.  Hoomes,  8  Gratt.  358,  410 ; 
Clopton  V.  Booker,  27  Ark.  482, — supra.  III., 


A  court  of  equity  has  ample  jurisdiction  of 
a  suit  for  an  accounting  of  the  proceeds  and 
profits  arising  from  real  property  In  another 
state  or  country.     Thus : 

An  action  may  be  brought  in  behalf  of  an 
infant  for  an  account  of  the  proceeds  of  real 
property  in  St.  Christophers.  Roberdeau  v. 
Rous,  1  Atk.  543. 

A  bill  between  joint  tenants  of  land  in  Ire- 
land, for  an  accounting  of  the  profits  and  for 
a  partition  of  the  lands,  is  good  as  to  the 
profits,  which  are  in  the  personalty,  but  not 
so  as  to  the  partition,  which  is  in  the  realty ; 
for  a  commission  to  make  partition  cannot  be 
awarded  Into  Ireland.  Cartwrlght  v.  Pettus, 
2  Ch.  Cas.  214,  1  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  133. 

In  Mercantile  Invest.  &  General  Trust  Co. 
V.  River  Plate  Trust  Loan  &  Agency  Co.  [1892] 
2  Ch.  303,  the  court  asserted  the  jurisdiction 
of  an  English  court  to  compel,  at  the  instance 
of  the  holders  of  debenture  debts  secured  by  an 
equitable  charge  on  land  in  Mexico,  an  account- 
ing In  respect  of  the  proceeds  of  such  property 
by  an  English  company  which  purchased  the 
land  subject  to  the  payment  of  the  obligations, 
though,  as  a  matter  of  discretion,  the  court  re- 
fused to  appoint  a  receiver  upon  the  ground 
that  such  relief  would  be  useless. 

T^e  court,  in  Re  Hawthorne,  L.  R.  23  Ch. 
Div.  7'43,  dismissed  for  want  of  jurisdiction,  a 
suit  for  an  accounting  of  the  proceeds  of  a 
sale  of  real  property  in  Saxony,  notwithstand- 
ing that  the  parties  were  temporarily  in  En- 
gland and  within  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court ; 
it  nppcariug  that  the  rights  of  the  parties  de- 
pended primarily  upon  the  law  of  Saxony,  as  to 
the  devolution  of  property  in  that  country, 
there  being  no  contract,  fraud,  or  trust  In  the 
case. 

The  California  superior  court  has  jurisdic- 
tion of  an  action  to  compel  an  accounting  of 
the  profits  realized  by  a  California  corporation 
from  its  operation  of  a  cannery  and  the  use  of 
the  personal  property  of  its  debtor,  under  an 
agi-eement  entered  into  as  security  for  a  debt 
then  due,  although  the  property  is  situated  In 
Alaska.  Peninsular  Trading  &  Fishing  Co.  v. 
Pacific  Steam  Whaling  Co.  123  Cal.  689,  56 
Pac.  604. 

In  llayden  v.  Yale,  45  La.  Ann.  362, 
40  Am.  St.  Rep.  232,  12  So.  633,  the  court,  in 
the  exercise  of  Its  jurisdiction  in  personam, 
compelled  a  resident  creditor  of  an  insolvent 
to  turn  over  to  a  syndic  or  assignee  the 
proceeds  of  real  property  of  the  insolvent  in 
another  state,  which  such  creditor  had  procured 
to  be  sold  under  attachment  In  the  latter  state. 

A  court  of  equity  of  the  state  in  which  de- 
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fendants  reside,  and  which  has  jurisdiction  over 
their  persons  by  their  appearance,  has  jurisdic- 
tion to  compel  an  accounting  with  respect  to 
the  proceeds  and  profits  arising  from  land  out- 
side the  state.  Wood  v.  Warner,  15  N.  J.  Eq. 
81. 

The  courts  of  one  state  have  jurisdiction  of 
an  action  for  an  accounting  as  to  the  manage- 
ment and  disposition  of  lands  in  another  state, 
and  the  uses  made  of  their  proceeds,  where  the 
defendant  is  within  the  former  state.  Reading 
V.  Haggin,  58  Hun,  460,  35  N.  Y.  8.  R.  585,  12 
N.   Y.   Supp.   368. 

A  court  of  equity  of  one  state  may  maintain 
a  suit  against  a  railroad  company  and  a  mort- 
gage trustee  to  compel  an  accounting,  in  or- 
der to  determine  what  amount  of  net  earnings 
of  the  railroad  has  been  wrongfully  diverted 
from  the  payment  of  the  bonds  secured  by  the 
mortgage,  and  to  restrain  similar  further  pay- 
ments, although  the  mortgaged  property  is  in 
another  state.  Duel  v.  Baltimore  &  O.  S.  W. 
R.  Co.  24  Misc.  646.  53  N.  Y.  Supp.  749. 

It  was  held  In  Moss's  Estate,  138  Pa.  646, 
21  Atl.  206,  that  a  court  of  Pennsylvania  had 
Jurisdiction  to  require  the  application  of  the 
proceeds  of  a  sale  of  land  in  West  Virginia  to 
the  discharge  of  liens  covering  both  that  land 
and  land  In  Pennsylvania,  in  order  to  protect 
subsequent  encumbrancers  having  liens  on  the 
Pennsylvania  land  only. 

Local  courts  have  jurisdiction  of  a  fund  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  real  property  in  another 
country,  when  the  fund  is  in  the  hands  of  a 
citizen  of  whose  person  they  have  jurisdiction. 
Kessler  v.  Kessler,  3  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  522. 

An  objection.  In  a  suit  for  an  accounting  and 
settlement  of  the  partnership  business,  to  an 
order  for  the  sale  of  the  partnership  lands,  up- 
on the  ground  that,  as  the  lands  lie  in  differ- 
ent states,  the  otder  cannot  be  enforced  except 
as  to  lands  within  the  state  in  which  the  court 
Is  sitting,  is  not  well  founded.  Such  order  does 
not  require  the  agency  of  an  officer  out  of  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  court ;  the  order  is  to  act 
upon  the  parties  in  the  cause;  and  the  trans- 
fer of  title  is  to  come  from  them,  and  not  from 
the  person  through  whose  agency  the  sale  shall 
be  made.  Lyman  v.  Lyman,  2  Paine,  11,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  8,628. 

In  the  last  case  the  bill,  in  addition  to  a 
prayer  for  an  accounting,  contained  a  prayer 
for  the  sale  of  the  land  in  order  to  pay  the 
amount  due  the  complainants.  The  decree, 
however,  did  not  direct  such  a  sale;  and  the 
court  said  that  it  was  unnecessary  to  consider 
whether  it  could  at  all  interfere  either  with  the 
sale  of  the  land,  or  with  the  disposition  of  the 
proceeds  of  such  sale. 

The  jurisdiction  of  the  courts  of  equity  ex- 
tends to  all  matters  necessary  to  wind  up  the 
affairs  of  a  partnership,  including  the  sale  of 
real  estate ;  and  the  jurisdiction  is  not  local, 
even  though  a  part  of  the  assets  consists  of  real 
property  situated  in  another  state.  While  the 
decree  itself  in  such  case  would  not  directly 
effect  the  transfer  of  title,  It  binds  the  con- 
sciences of  the  parties,  and  can  be  enforced  by 
the  court  within  the  territory  where  the  prop- 
erty is  located.  Dunlap  v.  Byers,  110  Mich. 
109,  67  N.  W.  1067.  In  this  case  a  court  of 
Michigan  gave  effect  to  a  decree  rendered  in 
Ohio  in  a  suit  for  a  dissolution  of  a  partner- 
ship and  an  accounting,  which  directed  a  sale 
of  land  of  the  partnership  in  Michigan,  the 
land  having  been  purchased  by  one  of  the  par- 
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lieH  to  the  suit,  and  the  other  party  haTlng 
been  ordered  to  quitclaim,  but  never  having 
done  so. 

The  courts  of  Wlaconsin  have  jurisdiction  of 
an  action  in  peraonam,  though  it  may  Indirect- 
ly relate  to  lands  In  a  foreign  state  or  country, 
by  seeking  to  compel  the  defendant  to  convey 
such  land,  or  some  interest  therein,  to  the 
plaintiff.  Gates  v.  Paul,  117  Wis.  170,  94  N. 
W.  55.  This  was  an  action  for  the  dissolu- 
tion of,  and  an  accounting  under,  a  partner- 
ship formed  for  the  purpose  of  dealing  in  land 
In  other  states. 

In  Harris  v.  Pullman,  84  III.  20,  25  Am. 
Rep.  416,  It  was  held  that  a  court  of  equity 
of  Illinois  should  not  take  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  to  compel  an  accounting  in  respect  of  real 
property  in  another  state,  and  to  require  the 
surrender  of  the  possession  of  the  property  to 
the  complainant ;  but  this  was  upon  the  ground 
that  the  court  had  personal  Jurisdiction  of  only 
part  of  the  defendants  necessary  to  enable  it 
to  grant  the  relief  prayed  for,  some  of  them, 
who  were  nonresidents,  having  been  merely 
served  by  publication.  As  a  further  reason 
why  a  court  of  Illinois  should  not  entertain  the 
Jurisdiction,  it  was  said  that  the  same  litiga- 
tion was  pending  in  the  courts  of  the  state 
where  the  property  was  situated,  and  that  the 
parties  ought  to  resort  to  that  Jurisdiction. 

J.   Partition. 

The  jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  equity  of  on^ 
state  or  country  over  a  suit  for  partition  of 
land  in  another  has  been  uniformly  denied, 
generally  upon  the  ground  that  a  partition  can- 
not be  accomplished  without  giving  the  decree 
a  direct  extraterritorial  effect. 

In  Cartwrlght  v.  Pettus,  2  Ch.  Cas.  214,  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  were  Joint  tenants  of 
land  In  Ireland.  The  plaintiff  prayed  an  ac- 
count of  profits  and  a  partition  of  lands.  The 
Lord  Chancellor  declared  that,  as  to  the  profits, 
the  bill  was  good,  the  person  being  In  England  : 
but.  as  to  the  partition,  which  was  in  the  real- 
ty, he  could  not  proceed  In  England,  for  he 
could  not  award  a  commission  Into  Ireland. 

So  in  Kennedy  v.  Casslllls,  2  Swanst.  323,  on 
a  bill  for  a  partition  of  lands  In  Ireland,  and 
and  an  account  of  waste  committed  there,  a 
demurrer  was  allowed  as  to  the  partition,  and 
overruled  as  to  the  account. 

If  a  defendant  be  found  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion, he  may  be  decreed  to  pay  money,  or  to  ac- 
count for  the  rents  and  profits  of  land  lying  in 
another  or  a  foreign  country,  which  he  has  held 
and  enjoyed ;  or,  If  a  deed  of  land  in  a  for- 
eign country  be  found  to  be  fraudulent,  it  may 
be  ordered  to  be  delivered  up  and  canceled ; 
or.  In  specific  performance  of  a  contract  for 
land  In  another  state,  such  a  conveyance  may 
be  ordered  as  shall  be  sufficient,  according  to 
the  law  of  the  state  where  it  lies.  But  the 
court  will  not  decree  a  partition  of  suc^i  land, 
or  in  any  manner  directly  decide  upon  the  title 
to  it,  or  upon  the  validity  of  a  deed  or  will  as 
a  material  part  of  the  title:  nor  found  the  re- 
relief  granted  upon  the  strict  title  to  such  prop- 
erty Itself.     B limey's  Case.   2   Bland.   Ch.   99. 

Proceedings  under  the  Nebraska  statute  for 
the  partition  of  lands  Involve  a  division  of  the 
lands  by  referees  appointed  by  the  court,  and, 
under  certain  circumstances,  a  sale  thereof  by 
such  referees.  Such  proceedings,  therefore,  are 
essentially  in  rem,  and  the  rule  that  the  courts 
«)f  one  state  have  no  Jurisdiction  of  lands  ly- 
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ing  In  another  applies  with  full  force.  Schick 
V.  Whitcomb  (Neb.)  94  N.  W.  1023.  The  ap^ 
pellant  conceded  that  the  court  would  have  no 
Jurisdiction  of  lands  in  another  state,  but  in- 
sisted that  a  personal  adjudication  would  bind 
the  parties  as  in  the  case  of  a  decree  for  spe- 
cific performance  for  the  conveyance  of  land  In 
another  state  enforceable  by  Injunction,  attach- 
ment, or  like  process  against  the  person,  or 
which  would  be  available  in  an  action  between 
the  same  parties  In  such  other  state  concerning 
the  title  to  the  lands  lying  there.  The  court 
said  that  such  argument  was  based  on  the  as- 
sumption that  the  maxim.  Equity  operates  in 
personam,  and  not  in  rem,  applies  to  cases  of 
partition ;    but  that  such  was  not  the  case. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  no  jurisdiction  to 
make  a  decree  which  will  directly  affect  either 
legal  or  equitable  title  to  lands  situated  in 
another  state.  The  doctrine  Is  that,  If  the  per- 
son to  do  the  act  decreed  Is  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court,  and  the  act  may  be  done 
withoat  the  exercise  of  any  authority  operat- 
ing territorially  within  the  foreign  Jurisdiction 
the  court  may  act  in  perBonam,  and  oblige  the 
party  to  convey,  or  otherwise  comply  with  Its 
decree.  Bat  it  Is  not  competent  to  the  court 
to  decree  touching  a  foreign  subject  when  the 
act  to  be  done  can  he  accomplished  'and  per- 
fected only  by  an  authority  operating  terri- 
torially. Thus,  a  conveyance  may  l)e  decreed 
of  lands  abroad  If  the  defendant  Is  within  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  but  not  a  partition  of 
land  as  between  Joint  tenants,  tenants  in  com- 
mon, or  coparceners.  Polndexter  v.  Burwell, 
82  Va.  607. 

A  court  of  Virginia  has  no  Jurisdiction  to 
partition  lands  situated  In  another  state,  al- 
though all  the  parties  have  appeared  and  an- 
swered. W'imer  v.  WImer,  82  Va.  890,  3  Am. 
St.  Rep.  126,  6  S.  E.  536.  The  court  said 
that.  In  order  to  make  a  partition,  the  court 
must  Invade,  by  its  oflUcers,  the  soil  of  another 
state,  and  divide  up  its  lands  to  suit  the  views 
of  another  Jurisdiction.  The  decree  in  this 
case,  which  was  reversed,  appointed  commis- 
sioners to  make  the  partition,  and  they  did 
make  and  report  such  partition,  as  well  of  the 
lands  lying  In  West  Virginia,  as  of  those  lying 
in  Virginia. 

A  court  of  Virginia  has  no  Jurisdiction  to  de- 
cree a  partition  of  so  much  of  a  tract  of  land 
as  lies  beyond  the  limits  of  the  state.  Pillow 
V.  Southwest  VlVginla  Improv.  Co.  92  Va.  145, 
53  Am.  St.  Rep.  804.  23  S.  E.  32. 

In  Johnson  v.  KImbro,  3  Head,  557,  75  Am. 
Dec.  781,  commissioners  appointed  In  North 
Carolina  had  partitioned  lands  of  a  decedent  In 
Tennessee,  as  well  as  those  in  North  Carolina. 
The  report  of  the  commissioners  was  affirmed 
by  the  North  Carolina  court,  but  there  was  no 
decree  vesting  the  title  In  the  heirs  in  several- 
ty to  the  lands  allotted  to  them  respectively.  It 
was  held  that  such  proceedings  were  Ineffectual, 
so  far  as  the  land  In  Tennessee  was  concerned, 
since  they  were  in  rem.  The  court  said  that  It 
was  not  necessary  to  consider  what  would  have 
been  the  legal  effect  of  a  decree  of  the  court, 
based  upon  the  partition  devesting  and  vesting 
the  title  In  severalty,  pursuant  to  the  allot- 
ments made  by  the  commissioners. 

As  a  matter  of  discretion,  at  least,  the  court 
ought,  undoubtedly,  under  ordinary  circum- 
stances, to  decline  to  entertain  a  suit  for  the 
partition  of  real  property  in  another  state  or 
country ;  but  it  is  not  apparent  why  the  court 
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cannot,  if  desirable,  assume  Jurisdiction  of  the 
suit,  even  if  the  land  Is  beyond  the  territorial 
JurisdlctioB,  if  the  circumstances  are  such  that 
It  can  do  Justice  between  the  parties  by  requir- 
ing mutual  conveyances  and  releases  in  several- 
ty without  sending  commissioners  into  the  state 
where  the  property  is  located ;  nor  why,  If  a 
partition  in  kind  is  inexpedient,  the  court  can- 
not, in  analogy  to  foreclosure  cases,  grant  ef- 
fective relief  by  a  decree  requiring  a  Judicial 
sale  and  conveyances  to  the  purchaser  by  the 
owners  of  the  undivided  interests, —  at  least,  if 
the  parties  sustain  contractual  relations  toward 
each  other  so  as  to  bring  the  case  within  the 
rule  as  stated  by  Chief  Justice  Marshall.  See 
hupra,  II.,  a. 

In  Page  v.  McKee,  8  Bush,  135,  96  Am.  Dec. 
201,  the  court  held  that  the  title  of  minor 
heirs  to  real  property  in  Kentucky  was  not  de- 
vested by  a  decree  of  a  court  of  Indiana  (where 
the  intestate  and  all  the  parties  were  domi- 
ciled), in  a  suit  for  the  partition  of  the  Ken- 
tucky land  and  land  in  Indiana ;  and  that  a 
conveyance  by  the  guardian  of  the  minors  was 
equally  ineffectual  to  devest  them  of  their  title. 
The  Kentucky  court  said  that  the  Indiana  court 
had  Jnrisdiction  of  all  the  parties  and  all  the 
subject-matter  of  the  suit,  save  the  Kentucky 
land ;  that,  while  It  could  not  perfect  Its  Judg- 
ment of  partition  by  an  enforced  conveyance, 
yet  the  adult  heirs  were  voluntarily  bound  by 
the  Judgment,  and  then  voluntarily  Joined  in 
the  conveyance;  and  that,  so  far  as  they  were 
concerned,  they  were  estopped  to  set  up  any 
claim :  but  that  it  was  otherwise  «b  to  the 
minor  helra.  The  Intimation  that  an  enforced 
conveyance  from  the  adults  would  not  have  de- 
vested their  title  is  obiter.  The  principle  re- 
ferred to  in  infra,  IV.,  that  the  conveyance,  in 
order  to  be  effectual,  must  be  made  by  the  very 
person  whose  title  or  interest  is  to  be  affected, 
would  be  sufficient  to  Justify  the  decision  as  to 
the  minor  heirs,  without  disputing  the  general 
proposition  that  a  court  of  one  state,  having 
Jurisdiction  of  parties  8ui  juri%,  may  grant  ef- 
fective relief  in  a  suit,  the  purpose  of  which  is 
to  partition  lands  in  another  state  or  country, 
by  the  requisition  of  mutual  conveyances  or  re- 
leases. 

A  court  of  one  state  has  no  Jurisdiction,  in  a 
suit  in  chancery  for  the  construction  of  a  will, 
to  determine  the  manner  in  which  lands  in  an- 
other state  belonging  to  the  testator  at.  the 
time  of  his  death,  or  the  proceeds  thereof  in 
case  of  sale,  are  to  be  distributed.  Parsons  v. 
Millar.  189  111.  107,  59  N.  E.  606. 

In  Bowers  ▼.  Durant,  43  Hun,  348,  which 
affirmed  an  order  restraining  defendant  from 
prosecuting  partition  suits  in  Iowa  and  Nebras- 
ka in  respect  of  lands  situated  in  those  states 
in  violation  of  his  agreement  that  a  partition 
might  be  brought  in  the  courts  of  New  York 
for  the  purpose  of  partitioning  all  the  real  es- 
tate of  his  father,  whether  the  same  was  situ- 
ated in  that  state  or  elsewhere;  and  that  the 
agreement  might  be  pleaded  as  conferring  Ju- 
risdiction ;  and  that  he  would  execute  deeds  in 
accordance  with  any  Judgment  that  might  be 
rendered  in  such  action, — the  court  said  that, 
having  secured,  by  means  of  such  agreement, 
his  ends  in  securing  the  probate  of  his  father's 
will,  he  is  estopped  from  denying  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  of  New  York. 

k.  A^ppointment  of  receiver. 

This  subdivision  treats  only  of  the  Jurisdic- 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


tion  over  suits,  the  specific  purpose  of  which  is 
to  secure  the  appointment  of  a  receiver  of  real 
property  situated  in  another  state  or  country, 
or  to  subject  such  property  to  a  receivership;' 
and  does  not  deal  with  the  general  subject  of 
the  power  of  a  receiver  appointed  in  one  state 
or  country  over  real  property  In  another.  It 
will  be  observed  that  this  distinction  is  a  spe- 
cific application  of  the  distinction  outlined  at 
the  beginning  of  the  note  in  defining  its  scope. 

In V.  Lindsey,  15  Ves.  Jr.  91,  a  re- 
ceiver was  appointed  of  an  estate  in  the  East 
Indies,  no  question  being  raised  as  to  the  Juris- 
diction. 

In  Hibbert  v.  Hibbert,  3  Meriv.  681,  a  receiv- 
er was  appointed  of  the  real  and  personal  estate 
of  the  testator  in  the  West  Indies,  no  question 
being  raised  as  to  the  Jnrisdiction. 

In  Houldltch  v.  Donegal,  8  Bligh,  N.  B.  301, 
2  Clark  ft  F.  470,  the  Lord  Chancellor  held  that 
the  court  of  chancery  of  England,  acting  in 
personam,  had  Jurisdiction  to  appoint  a  receiv- 
er of  real .  property  in  Ireland,  wiiich  was  sub- 
ject to  a  trust  for  the  payment  of  debts;  al- 
though he  assumed  that  the  assistance  of  a 
court  of  Ireland  would  be  necessary  to  make 
such  appointment  effectual,  since  a  foreign 
Judgment  is  merely  prinui  facie  evidence  or 
ground  of  an  action,  and  is  not  conclusive. 

The  supreme  court  of  New  York  has  power  to 
compel  a  Judgment  debtor  to  convey  lands  in 
another  state  to  a  receiver  for  the  benefit  of  bis 
creditors  in  such  a  manner  as  to  vest  in  the 
grantee  the  legal  title.  Bailey  ▼.  Ryder,  10  N. 
Y.  363. 

Smith  V.  Tozer,  11  N.  Y.  Civ.  Proc.  Bep.  348, 
denied  the  power  of  a  court  to  direct  a  convey- 
ance to  a  receiver,  appointed  in  supplemen- 
tary proceedings,  of  lands  of  the  debtor  In  an- 
other state.  The  decision,  however,  was  upon 
the  ground  that  under  the  Code  of  Civil  Pro- 
cedure, the  property  of  a  Judgment  debtor  can- 
not be  reached  in  Supplementary  proceedings, 
unless  the  Judgment  is  a  lien  thereon. 

1.  MiaoeUaneofu. 

In  Tulloch  ▼.  Hartley,  1  Younge  ft  C.  Ch. 
Cas.  114,  the  court,  without  mentioning  any 
doubt  as  to  the  Jurisdiction,  entertained  a  bill 
to  settle  the  boundaries  of  real  estate  in  Ja- 
maica. 

In  Athol  V.  Derby,  1  Ch.  Cas.  220,  a  contract 
respecting  the  Isle  of  Man,  though  out  of  the 
Jurisdiction,  was  enforced  by  a  court  of  chan- 
cery in  England. 

That  land  of  a  testator,  charged  by  his  will 
with  the  payment  of  legacies,  is  beyond  the  lim- 
its of  the  state  and  of  the  district  in  which  a 
Federal  court  is  sitting,  does  not  prevent  it 
from  granting  appropriate  relief  to  the  legatee. 
It  is  true  that  the  court  cannot,  in  such  a  case, 
order  the  land  to  be  sold  for  payment  of  any  de- 
cree which  it  may  make  in  favor  of  the  plain- 
tiff; but.  it  is  not  without  power  to  act  effi- 
ciently to  cause  the  defendants  to  pay  any  such 
decree.  Lewis  v.  Darling,  16  How.  1,  14  L,  ed. 
819. 

A  residuary  legatee  In  a  will  executed  in 
North  Carolina  by  a  person  domiciled  in  that 
state,  which  appointed  four  executors  (two  of 
whom  resided  in  Tennessee),  and  directed  the 
executors  to  raise  from  land  in  the  latter  state 
such  sum  as  would  be  sufficient  to  pay  all  his 
debts,  cannot  maintain  a  bill  in  North  Caro- 
lina against  the  acting  executor  there  for  the 
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sale  of  the  land  In  Tennessee,  In  order  to  reim- 
burse him  for  the  portion  of  the  residue  of  the 
estate  which  had  been  applied,  by  the  acting  ex- 
ecutor in  North  Carolina,  to  the  payment  of  the 
testator's  debts.  The  court  conceded  that  the 
residuary  legatee  was  clearly  entitled  to  be  re- 
imbursed :  but  held  that  his  right  could  not  be 
Tlndicated  in  a  suit  in  North  Carolina.  Blount 
V.  Blount,  8  N.  C.  (1  Hawks)  365. 

A  court  of  equity  may  entertain  a  suit  by  a 
wife  to  obtain  a  settlement  out  of  her  equitable 
estate  If  the  husband  is  within  its  Jurisdiction, 
notwithstanding  that  the  real  property  in- 
volved is  in  another  Jurisdiction.  Guild  ▼. 
Guild,  16  Ala.  121. 

The  courts  of  a  state  have  Jurisdiction  of  a 
suit  to  rescind  promissory  notes,  executed  and 
made  payable  in  that  state  to  a  resident  there- 
of, which  are  secured  bj'  a  mortgage,  recorded 
therein,  of  land  therein  situated,  although  they 
were  given  to  secure  payment  of  the  purchase 
price  of  land  situated  in  a  foreign  country,  not- 
withstanding that  the  restoration  by  the  plain- 
tiflTs  of  the  property  in  the  foreign  country  for 
which  the  notes  were  given  is  a  condition  of  re- 
lief. Loaljsa  v.  Superior  Court,  85  Cal.  11,  9  L. 
R.  A.  376,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  197,  24  Pac.  707. 

In  Pike  V.  Uoare,  1  Ambl.  428,  the  Lord 
Chancellor  dismissed  a  bill  by  an  heir  at  law 
for  an  issue  to  try  the  validity  of  a  will,  main- 
ly because  the  land  lay  in  Pennsylvania ; 
though  he  said  that,  under  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  he  would  have  dismissed  the  bill  even 
If  the  will  had  concerned  lands  in  England. 

An  English  court  will  not  entertain  a  bill  of 
discovery  to  obtain  inspection  of  documents  in 
the  defendant's  possession  in  England,  in  aid 
of  proceedings  about  to  be  taken  for  the  recov- 
ery of  land  in  India  the  defendant  being  capa- 
ble of  being  sued  in  India.  Reiner  v.  Salisbury, 
L.  R.  2  Ch.  Div.  378. 

A  bill  cannot  be  maintained  in  behalf  of  an 
infant  to  compel  the  delivery  of  possession  of 
lands  in  a  foreign  country.  Roberdeau  v.  Rous, 
1  Atk.  543. 

A  suit  to  subject  land  descended  to  an  heir 
to  the  payment  of  a  debt  of  the  ancestor  is  in 
rem,  and  can  only  be  maintained  in  the  Juris- 
diction in  which  the  land  is  situated.  Williams 
V.  Ewing,  31  Ark.  229. 

Ross  V.  Ross,  23  Ont.  Rep.^  43,  denied  a  mo- 
tion for  Judgment  by  plalntiflT  in  a  suit  asking 
for  a  declaration  that  real  property  In  the 
Northwest  territory  the  title  to  which  was  in 
the  name  of  the  plaintllTs  father  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  belonged  to  the  plalntifT,  and  praying 
that  defendants,  the  administrators  and  heirs 
of  the  deceased,  be  ordered  to  convey  It  to  him, 
notwithstanding  that  the  adult  defendants  ad- 
mitted the  plalntifTs  right  to  the  land,  and  that 
the  guardian  of  the  Infant  defendants  submit- 
ted their  rights  to  the  court.  Street,  J.,  said 
that  the  action  was  one  for  directly  determin- 
ing the  title  to  land  lying  outside  of  the  prov- 
ince :  and.  In  reply  to  the  contention  that,  the 
defendants  all  being  residents  of  the  province, 
the  court  could  act  upon  them  in  personam,  he 
said  he  would  first  of  all  have  to  inquire  wheth- 
or,  by  the  le^  rei  Mtw,  the  land  l)elonged  to  the 
plaintlflT  or  defendants,  and  that,  if  he  found 
th.it  point  in  favor  of  plaintiff,  he  would  then 
have  to  And  some  method  of  effectually  vesting 
In  him  the  estate  then  vested  in  the  infant  de- 
fendants. 
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IV.  Form  of  relief;  effect  and  enforcement  of 
decree. 

As  to  the  form  and  effect  of  the  decree  in  the 
various  kind  of  suits,  see  the  appropriate 
subdivision  of  III. 

As  has  been  shown  in  gupra,  II.,  b,  the  abil- 
ity to  grant  effective  relief  by  a  decree  in  per- 
sonam Is  the  test  of  the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court 
of  equity  of  a  suit,  the  purpose  of  which  is  to 
affect  land  in  another  state  or  country.  The 
mere  fact  however,  that,  if  the  land  to  be  af- 
fected were  in  the  state  or  country  where  the 
court  is  sitting  a  decree  in  rem,  acting  directly 
upon  the  land,  would  be  the  appropriate  form 
of  relief,  does  not  necessarily  defeat  the  Jurisdic- 
tion when  the  land  to  be  affected  is  in  another 
state  or  country;  for  the  powers  of  a  court  of 
equity  are  adequate  to  adjust  the  form  of  relief 
to  the  exigencies  of  the  case  arising  from  the 
location  of  the  property  beyond  the  territorial  Ju- 
risdiction, so  long  as  it  does  not  undertake  to 
grant,  in  the  form  of  an  equitable  decree  in 
personam,  relief  to  which  the  parties  are  not 
entitled  In  any  form  of  action,  or  which  is 
properly  only  obtainable  in  an  action  at  law. 
It  would  not  be  competent  for  a  court  of  equity 
to  grant  relief,  in  respect  of  land  beyond  the 
territorial  Jurlbdiction,  by  the  requisition  of  a 
conveyance  or  other  decree  in  personam,  in  a 
suit  which  was.  In  substance,  ejectment  direct- 
ly involving  the  title  to  the  property,  and  pre- 
senting no  ground  of  equitable  intervention. 
In  a  suit  for  the  foreclosure  of  a  mortgage, 
however,  j^hich  is  essentially  an  equitable  suit, 
and  in  which  the  relief,  when  the  land  is  with- 
in the  territorial  Jurisdiction,  is  usually  grant- 
ed in  the  form  of  a  decree  in  rem  directing  the 
sale  of  the  property  without  requiring  a  con- 
veyance or  release  by  the  mortgagor  or  owner 
of  the  equity  of  redemption,  the  court  may,  if 
the  property  is  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdic- 
tion, mould  the  relief  into  the  form  of  a  person- 
al decree  by  the  requisition  of  such  a  convey- 
ance. 

Enos  V.  Hunter,  9  111.  211,  though  merely  in- 
volving the  Jurisdiction  of  a  court  of  one 
county  hi  respect  of  land  situated  in  another 
county  in  the  same  state,  contains  a  clear  state- 
ment of  the  scope  and  extent  of  the  Jurisdiction 
of  suits  affecting  land  beyond  the  territorial 
Jurisdiction,  and  of  the  mode  and  manner  in 
which  such  Jurisdiction  may  be  effectively 
exercised.  It  said,  in  this  connection,  speak- 
ing of  the  suit  for  the  speciflc  performance: 
"The  court  can  grant  the  necessary  relief  by 
coercing  the  person  of  the  defendant  no  matter 
where  the  land  may  be  situated.  The  fact  that 
the  land  is  beyond  the  control  of  the  court 
makes  no  difference  In  relation  to  the  extent 
of  the  relief  which  the  court  may  give,  except 
that  probably  the  court  will  not  compel  the  de- 
fendant to  deliver  possession  to  the  complain- 
ant after  the  execution  of  the  deed,  which  It 
might  do  if  the  premises  were  within  its  own 
Jurisdiction.  That,  however,  is  not  essential 
to  the  substantial  part  of  the  relief  sought,  and 
is  a  matter  of  discretion  with  the  court,  rather 
than  of  strict  right  to  the  party.  The  Inabll 
ity  to  give  the  party  possession  will  not  pre- 
vent the  court  from  securing  to  him  the  legal 
title,  which  the  iNirty  may  convey  as  well  in 
one  place  as  In  another.*' 

In  some  Instances,  when  the  land  Is  1)eyond 
the  territorial  Jurisdiction,  the  court  grants  a 
decree  which  is  both  im  rem  and  in  personam. 
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though  conceding  that  the  decree  in  rem,  if  It 
stood  alone*  would  be  entirely  Ineffectlye.  An 
illustration  of  this  Is  furnished  in  suits  for  the 
foreclosure  of  mortgages  upon  land  lying  partly 
without  the  Jurisdiction,  where  the  usual  form 
of  relief  Is  a  decree  directing  the  sale  of  the 
property  (which  In  itself  would  be  ineffectual 
to  transfer  the  title  so  far  as  the  land  in  the 
other  state  or  country  is  concerned),  and  re- 
quiring the  mortgagor  or  owner  of  the  equity 
of  redemption  to  convey  or  release  to  the  pur- 
chaser at  the  sale. 

If  a  court  of  equity,  having  personal  Juris- 
diction of  the  necessary  parties  in  a  suit  pre- 
senting a  proper  case  for  equitable  interven- 
tion, requires  a  conveyance,  by  the  owner  of  the 
title  or  interest  to  be  aflTectetf,  of  land  in  an- 
other state  or  country,  such  conveyance,  when 
duly  executed  pursuant  to  the  decree,  and  in 
the  manner  required  by  the  lex  rei  aita:,  is  as 
eifeetlve,  not  only  In  the  state  or  country  where 
the  decree  is  rendered,  but  In  that  where  ttie 
land  is  located,  as  if  it  had  been  voluntarily 
executed.  This  is  assumed  in  all  of  the  cases 
cited  at  the  close  of  supra,  II.,  b. 

A  decree  of  the  couit  of  one  state,  requiring 
and  directing  lands  in  another  state  to  be  con- 
veyed, or  charged,  or  otherwise  disposed  of,  may 
be  enforced  by  their  process ;  and  when  en- 
forced or  submitted  to  by  the  execution  of  a  con- 
veyance, mortgage,  or  other  instrument,  as  di- 
rected, such  conveyance,  mortgage,  or  other  In- 
strument Is  effective  in  the  aituB  rei.  Bullock 
▼.  Bullock,  52  N.  J.  Eq.  561,  27  L.  R.  A.  213, 
46  Am.  St.  Rep.  528,  30  Atl.  676. 

A  court  of  equity  may  compel  a  person  of 
whom  it  has  Jurisdiction  either  to  bring  prop- 
erty in  dispute,  or  to  which  the  complahiant 
claims  an  equitable  title,  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  court,  or  to  execute  such  a  convey- 
ance or  transfer  thereof  as  will  be  sufficient 
to  vest  the  legal  title,  as  well  as  the  possession 
of  the  property,  of  the  lex  loci  rei  aitce. 
Mitchell  V.  Bunch,  2  Paige,  606,  22  Am.  Dec. 
669. 

A  court  of  equity  which  has  Jurisdiction  of 
the  person  may,  by  the  ordinary  process  of  in- 
junction and  attachment  for  contempt,  compel 
him  to  desist  from  commencing  a  suit  at  law, 
either  In  the  state  or  in  any  foreign  Jurisdic- 
tion :  and  it  may,  in  the  same  manner,  com- 
pel him  to  execute  a  conveyance  or  release  in 
such  form  as  may  be  necessary  to  transfer  the 
legal  title  to  the  property  according  to  the  laws 
oi  the  place  where  the  same  is  situated,  or 
which  may  be  sufficient  In  law  to  bar  an  ac- 
tion In  any  foreign  tribunal,    ^ead  v.  Merritt, 

2  Paige,  402. 

It  Is  the  conveyance  pursuant  to  the  decree, 
however,  and  not  the  decree  Itself,  that  passes 
the  title ;  and  the  decree  without  the  convey- 
ance does  not  affect  the  legal  title.  Watklns 
V.  Ilolman,  16  Pet.  25,  10  L.  ed.  873 ;  Corbett 
V.  Nutt,  10  Wall.  464,  19  L.  ed.  976;  Car- 
penter V.  Strange,  141  U.  S.  87,  35  L.  ed.  640, 
11  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  960;  Tardy  v.  Morgan,  3 
McLean,  358,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  13,752 ;  Bullock  v. 
Bullock,  52  N.  J.  Bq.  561,  27  L.  R.  A.  213,  46 
Am.  St.  Rep.  528,  30  Atl.  676;  Llndley  v. 
O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  1  U  R.  A.  79,  7  Am. 
St.  Rep.  802,  15  Atl.  370 ;    Johnson  v.  Kimbro, 

3  Flead,  557,  75  Am.  Dec.  781 ;  Paschal  v. 
Acklln,  27  Tex.  173 ;  Morris  v.  Hand,  70  Tex. 
481.  8  S.  W.  210. 

In  cases  of  contract,  trust,  or  fraud,  the 
equity  courts  of  one  state,  having  Jurisdiction 
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of  the  parties,  are  competent  to  entertain  a 
suit  for  specific  performance,  or  to  establish  a 
trust,  or  for  a  conveyance,  although  the  con- 
tract, trust,  or  fraudulent  title  pertains  to 
lands  in  another  state  or  country.  But  a  decree 
In  such  a  suit  Imposes  a  mere  personal  obliga- 
tion enforceable  by  Injunction,  attachment,  or 
other  like  process,  against  the  person,  and  can- 
not operate  upon  lands  in  another  Jurisdiction 
to  create  a  transfer  or  vest  a  title.  Llndley  v. 
O'Reilly,  50  N.  J.  L.  636,  1  L,  R.  A.  79,  7  Am. 
St.  Rep.  802,  15  Atl.  379. 

A  decree  of  a  court  of  chancery  Is  not  er- 
roneous so  far  as  It  adjudges  that  a  deed  for 
land  in  another  state  is  Inoperative  and  with- 
out legal  force  for  want  of  delivery,  where  it 
further  directs  that  either  of  the  parties  shall 
be  at  liberty  to  apply  to  the  court  of  chancery 
for  further  aid  and  direction  as  occasion  may 
require.  Vreeland  ▼.  Vreeland  (N.  J.)  24  Atl. 
551.  The  court  said  that  the  decree  could  not 
change  or  affect  the  title  to  the  Missouri  land 
directly,  but  that  the  chancellor  could  render 
the  decree  effective  by  constraining  the  grantee 
in  the  deed  referred  to,  to  execute  a  reconvey- 
ance. 

Under  the  law  of  Ohio,  a  decree  for  the  con- 
veyance of  land  operates  as  a  conveyance ;  but, 
in  order  that  a  decree  shall  thus  operate,  the 
land  Itself  must  be  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  court.  If  the  land  Is  within  a  foreign  Ju- 
risdiction, the  decree  cannot  operate  as  a  con- 
veyance ;  It  must  be  enforced  by  attachment, 
or  otherwise,  as  the  case  may  require.  Dan- 
iels V.  Stevens,  19  Ohio,  222. 

In  Burnley  v.  Stevenson,  24  Ohio  St.  474, 
15  Am.  Rep.  624,  however,  ic  was  held  that  the 
decree,  even  without  such  a  conveyance.  Is 
conclusive  of  all  the  rights  and  equities  of  the 
parties  who  acted  therein,  when  pleaded  In  the 
courts  of  the  state  In  which  the  land  Is  situ- 
ated ;  and  may  be  relied  upon  as  a  defense  In  a 
suit  In  the  latter  state  for  the  possession  of  the 
land,  where  the  statute  of  that  state  allows 
equitable,  as  well  as  legal,  defenses. 

A  court  of  equity  may  enforce  obedience  to 
Its  decree  requiring  a  conveyance  of  land  be- 
yond the  territorial  Jurisdiction  by  a  proper 
process  against  the  defendant.  See  Corbett  v. 
Nutt,  10  Wall.  464,  19  L.  ed.  976;  Seixas  v. 
King,  39  La.  Ann.  510,  2  So.  416.  This  Is,  of 
course.  Implied  in  all  the  cases  which  uphold 
the  Jurisdiction  to  decree  a  conveyance  of  land 
In  another  state  or  country. 

A  decree  in  peraonam,  requiring  a  convey- 
ance, must,  however,  be  enforced  by  the  courts 
of  the  state  or  country  In  which  It  was  grant- 
ed; and  the  courts  of  the  state  or  country  In 
which  the  land  Is  located  will  not  ordinarily 
enforce  the  decree  by  compelling  a  conveyance. 
Davis  V.  Headley,  22  N.  J.  Eq.  115;  Burn- 
ley V.  Stevenson,  24  Ohio  St.  474,  15  Am.  Rep. 
621. 

A  decree  rendered  In  New  York,  directing  de- 
fendant to  execute  a  mortgage,  as  security  for 
tlio  payment  of  alimony,  upon  lands  In  New 
Jersey,  does  not  affect  the  lands;  and  a  court 
of  equity  of  New  Jersey  will  not  compel  the  de- 
fendant to  perform  the  obligation  imposed  up- 
on him  by  the  New  York  decree.  Bullock  v. 
Bullock,  52  N.  J.  Eq.  561.  27  L.  R.  A.  213, 
46  Am.  St.  Rep.  528,  30  Atl.  676. 

In  Dunlap  v.  Byers,  110  Mich.  109,  67  N. 
W.  1067,  however,  a  court  of  Michigan  gave 
effect  to  a  decree  rendered  In  Ohio,  In  a  suit 
for  the  dissolution  of  a  partnership  and  an  ac- 
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counting^,  which  directed  a  sale  of  land  of  the 
partnership  In  MIrhl;;an ;  the  land  having  been 
purchased  by  one  of  the  parties  to  the  suit,  and 
the  other  party  having  been  ordered  by  the  de- 
cree to  quitclaim,  but  never  having  done  so. 

So,  it  was  held  in  Roblln  v.  Long,  60  How. 
I'r.  200,  that  a  court  of  New  York,  having  ac- 
quired jurisdiction  of  the  person  of  defendant, 
may  compel  him  to  convey  lands  in  Canada,  aa 
.  required  by  a  decree  of  a  court  of  Canada. 

Not  only  is  a  decree  without  a  conveyance  in- 
effectual to  pass  a  title,  but  the  conveyance 
must  be  executed  by  the  very  person  whose  title 
or  interest  is  to  be  affected.  A  conveyance  by 
a  master,  or  commissioner,  or  other  olficer  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  for  that  purpose  is  In- 
effectual. Watkins  v.  Uolman,  16  Pet.  25.  10 
L.  ed.  873 ;  Corbett  v.  Nutt,  10  Wall.  464.  19 
L.  ed.  976;  Watts  v.  Waddle,  1  McLean,  200, 
Fed.  Caa.  No.  17,295 ;  Farmers*  Loan  &  T.  Co. 
T.  Postal  Teleg.  Co.  65  Conn.  834,  8  Am.  St. 
Rep.  63,  11  Atl.  184 ;  McLawrIn  v.  Salmons,  11 

B.  Mon.  06,  52  Am.  Dec.  563;  Burnley  v. 
Stevenson,  24  Ohio  St.  474,  16  Am.  Rep.  621; 
Moseby  v.  Burrow,  62  Tex.  396;  Morris  v. 
Hand.  70  Tex.  481,  8  S.  W.  210. 

The  last  point  is  also  illustrated  by  the 
cases  cited  in  aupra  III.,  a,  holding  that  a  trus- 
tee appointed  by  the  court  of  one  state  cannot 
pass  the  title  to  real  estate  in  another  state; 
and  by  cases  holding  that  a  court  of  one 
state  or  country  cannot  confer  upon  an  ad- 
ministrator power  to  sell  the  real  property  of 
the  decedent  in  another.  Watkins  v.  Hoiman, 
16  Pet  26,  10  L.  ed.  873;  Sheldon  v.  Rice, 
30  Mich.  296,  18  Am.  Rep.  136;  Nowler  v. 
Colt,  1  Ohio,  519,  13  Am.  Dec.  640;  Allen  v. 
Shanks,  90  Tenn.  359,  16  S.  W.  715;  Brown 
▼.  Edson,  23  Vt.  435. 

A  deed  of  real  property  In  Alabama,  executed 
by  the  widow  and  administratrix  of  the  de- 
ceased owner  (she  having,  by  the  law  of  Ala- 
bama, no  power  to  dispose  of  the  real  estate  of 
her  husband,  except  for  the  payment  of  the 
debts  of  his  estate),  pursuant  to  a  decree  ren- 
dered by  a  court  of  Massachusetts,  in  proceed- 
ings under  a  statute  of  that  state  founded  on  a 
title  bond  given  by  the  deceased,  is  not  valid, 
and  does  not  affect  the  title.  Watkins  v.  Hoi- 
man, 16  Pet.  25,  10  L.  ed.  873. 

The  chancery  court  of  Tennessee  cannot  com- 
pel the  heirs  of  a  decedent  to  convey  land  lo- 
cated in  another  state  to  a  commissioner  ap- 
pointed by  the  court  for  the  purpose  of  having 
the  land  sold  for  the  payment  of  the  debts  of 
the  estate.  Robinson  ▼.  Johnson  (Tenn.  Ch. 
App.>   52  S.  W.  704. 

A  curatrlx,  acting  under  authority  of  the  pro- 
bate court  of  Louisiana,  cannot  make  a  valid 
conveyance  of  land  belonging  to  the  ward  situ- 
ated in  Texas.  Wren  ▼.  Howland  (Tex.  Civ. 
App.)   75  S.  W.  804. 

So,  a  committee  of  a  lunatic  appointed  In 
one  state  cannot  convey  land  in  another.  Mor- 
ris V.  Hand.  70  Tex.  481.  8  S.  W.  210 ;  Hotch- 
kls«  V.  Middlekauf, .  96  Va.  649,  43  L.  R.  A. 
«Ofl.  32  S.  E.  36. 

Nor  may  a  court  of  equity  In  one  state 
charge  the  land  of  a  lunatic  In  another  state, 
or  its  proceeds  in  the  hands  of  his  heir,  for 
his  past  support.     Allison  v.  Campbell,  21  N. 

C.  (1  Dev.  &  B.  Eq.)  152. 

In  McGee  v.  Sweeney,  84  Cal.  100,  23  Pac 
1117,  the  California  supreme  court  affirmed  a 
decree-  which  directed  defendant,  in  whom  the 
title  stood,  to  convey  the  title  to  real  property 
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In  Pennsylvania  to  the  plaintiff ;  and  provided 
that,  in  default  of  such  payment,  a  commission- 
er appointed  by  the  court  should  execute  a  con- 
veyance. Nothing  is  said  in  the  opinion,  how- 
ever, with  respect  to  the  portion  of  the  decree 
directing  a  conveyance  by  a  commissioner,  the 
court  merely  saying  that  a  court  of  equity  has 
power  to  compel  a  reconveyance  of  property 
outside  of  its  jurisdiction  by  reason  of  its  con- 
trol over  the  parties  before  it. 

Van  Dyke's  Appeal,  60  Pa.  481,  illustratea 
the  manner  in  which  equity  may,  in  suits  in- 
directly affecting  real  property  in  another 
state,  mould  Its  decree  so  as  to  i^ive  the  parties 
adequate  relief,  without  exceeding  its  Jurisdic- 
tion In  respect  of  the  land.  The  will  of  a  tes- 
tator domiciled'  in  Pennsylvania  gave  certain 
legacies  to  the  testator's  daughters,  and  at- 
tempted to  devise  certain  real  property  In  New 
Jersey  to  his  sons.  It,  however,  was  not  exe- 
x;uted  In  the  manner  required  to  pass  the  title 
to  real  property  In  New  Jersey,  and  the  prayer 
of  the  bill  was  that  the  tlUiughters  (some  of 
whom  were  minors)  should  be  put  to  their 
election  either  to  give  effect  to  the  whole  will 
by  relinquishing  their  claim  upon  the  New  Jer- 
sey property,  or  from  their  legacies  to  compen- 
sate the  sons  for  their  loss  in  consequence  of 
the  daughters  sharing  with  them  the  New  Jer- 
sey property.  The  court  said  that,  as  Its  de- 
cree could  not  authorize  the  guardians  of  the 
minors  to  execute  releases  of  their  right  and 
title  to  the  New  Jersey  lands  which  would  be 
effectual  in  that  state,  the  last  alternative  of 
the  prayer  furnished  the  more  appropriate  form 
of  relief,  and,  accordingly,  decreed  that  the 
executors  pay  to  the  daughters  such  sum  less 
than  the  amount  of  their  respective  legacies  as 
would  compensate  the  sons  for  the  value  of  the 
daughters'  shares  in  the  New  Jersey  real 
estate. 

y.  Bummary. 

The  foregoing  review  of  the  authorities 
seems  to  warrant  the  following  propositions 
with  respect  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  equity  over 
suits  the  avowed  purpose  of  which  Is  to  affect 
real  property  In  another  state  or  country : 

1.  The  case  must,  independently  of  the  loca- 
tion of  the  land  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdic- 
tion, be  a  proper  one  for  equitable  intervention ; 
and,  according  to  the  usual  form  of  statement 
with  respect  to  this  Jurisdiction,  must  have 
arisen  out  of  fraud,  trust,  or  contract.  The 
Jurisdiction  does  not  extend  to  a  suit  that,  in 
its  essence,  involves  merely  the  title  or  pos- 
session of  the  land,  and  presents  no  ground  of 
equitable  intervention.     (II.,  a.) 

2.  The  Jurisdiction  is  confined  to  suits  in 
personam,  and  does  not  extend  to  suits  in  rem. 

(I.) 

8.  The  ability  to  grant  effective  relief  by  a 
decree  in  personam  is  a  necessary  condition  of 
the  Jurisdiction.  (II.,  b.) 

4.  The  defendant,  whose  title  or  Interest  Is 
to  be  affected,  must  be  personally  subject  to  the 
Jurisdiction  of  the  court.  If  a  nonresident,  he 
must  either  have  appeared,  or  have  been  per- 
sonally served  within  the  Jurisdiction;  con- 
structive or  substituted  service  outside  of  the 
state  is  not  sufficient  in  case  of  a  nonresident. 
(II.  b.) 

5.  The  residence  within  the  Jurisdiction  of 
the  person  whose  title  or  Interest  is  to  be  af- 
fected  is  not  on   principle  a  necessary  condi 
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Hon  of  the  Jurisdiction,  though  his  nonresl- 
dence  may  prevent  the  court  from  obtaining 
personal  Jurisdiction  over  him,  and  thus  de- 
feat the  Jurisdiction  of  the  suit ;  and  the  non- 
residence  of  such  party,  even  when  personal- 
ly subject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  the  court,  may 
affect  the  exercise  of  the  court's  discretion  In 
respect  of  assuming  Jurisdiction.  (II.  c.) 

6.  The  decree,  In  order  to  be  effective,  must 
be  in  personam.  (IV.) 

7.  A  deed  of  land  In  one  state  or  country, 
executed  by  the  owner  of  the  title  or  an  Inter- 
est therein  pursuant  to  a  decree  of  a  court  of 
equity  of  another  state  or  country,  which  had 
Jurisdiction  of  his  person  In  a  proper  case  for 
equitable  intervention.  Is  as  binding  and  ef- 
fective In  both  Jurisdictions  as  if  It.  had  been 
voluntarily  executed.  (IV.) 

8.  The  decree  requiring  the  conveyance,  how- 
ever, without  the  conveyance  itself,  does  not 
affect  the  legal  title.  (IV.) 

9.  Obedience  to  the  decree  requiring  the  con- 
veyance must  be  enforced  by  the  courts  of  the 
state  or  country  where  It  was  rendered,  and 
will  not  be  enforced  by  the  courts  of  the  state 
or  country  in  which  the  land  is  located.   (IV.) 

10.  The  conveyance  must  be  executed  by  the 
very  |M*rsw)n  whose  title  or  Interest  Is  to  be 
affected ;  a  conveyance  by  an  officer  of  the 
court  is  ineffectual.  (IV.) 

11.  The  relief  may  be  varied  to  suit  the  exi- 
gencies of  the  case  arising  from  the  location  of 
the  land  beyond  the  territorial  Jurisdiction,  so 
long  as  it  does  not  undertake  to  grant,  in  the 
form  of  an  equitable  decree  in  peraonam,  re- 
lief to  which  the  parties  are  not  entitled  in 
anv  form  of  action,  or  which  is  properly  pro- 
curable only  in  an  action  at  law.  (IV.) 

12.  For  the  specific  application  of  these 
principles  to  particular  classes,  see  the  various 
subdivisions  of  aupra.  III.  G.  H.  P. 


George  McBKATH  ei  al,  Appi8., 

V. 

Margaret  RAWLE,  Admrx.,  etc.,  of  Thomas 
Rawle,  Deceased. 

(192  111.  626.) 

Mere  knowledge  of  an  employee  of  m 
contractor  for  the  settlnff  of  the 
atone  work  of  a  balldlnv,  of  a  cu^^om 
that  the  scaffolding  shall  be  furnished  by  the 
brick  contractors,  does  not  amount  to  a 
waiver  of  his  right  to  hold  his  employer  re- 
sponsible for  the  safety  of  a  scaffold  fur- 
nished for  him  to  work  upon. 

(October  24,  1901.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Appellate  Court,  First  District, 
affirming  a  judgment  of  the  Superior  Court 
for  Cook  County  in  favor  of  plaintiflf  in  an 
action  brought  to  recover  damages  for  the 
alleged  negligent  killing  of  plaintiflf's  intes- 
tate.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Note. — As  to  duty  of  master  to  furnish  safe 
scaffolding,  see  Beesley  v.  F.  W.  Wheeler  k  Co. 
27  L.  K.  A.  200. 
60  L.  R.  A. 


Messrs.  Walker  A  Payne,  for  appel- 
lants : 

A  servant,  in  order  to  recover  for  an  in- 
jury for  defects  in  appliances,  is  required 
to  establish  three  propositions:  (1)  That 
the  appliances  were  defective;  (2)  that 
the  master  had  notice  thereof,  or  ought 
to  have  had;  (3)  that  the  servant  did  not 
know  of  the  defect,  and  had  not  equal  means 
of  knowing  with  the  master. 

Ooldie  V.  Werner,  151  111.  551,  38  N.  E. 
95;  Howe  v.  MedaHs,  183  111.  288,  55  N.  E. 
724. 

There  is  no  rule  for  building  scaffolds; 
they  must  be  adapted  to  each  locality  and 
purpose. 

There  is  not  one  word  of  evidence  to  show 
whether  inspection  was  ever  made  or  not, 
or  that  the  defect  in  the  .material  was  one 
which  a  proper  inspection  would  have  re- 
vealed, had  it  been  made;  which  proof  is 
essential  before  recovery  can  be  had. 

Sack  V.  Dolese,  35  111.  App.  636,  Affirmed 
in  137  111.  129,  27  N.  E.  62. 

That  an  accident  occurs,  does  not  prove 
that,  if  an  inspection  had  been  made,  a 
defect  would  have  been  discovered,  and  the 
misfortune  averted. 

Devlin  v.  Smith,  89  N.  Y.  470,  42  Am. 
Rep.  311;  Butler  v.  Toumsend,  126  N.  Y. 
105,  26  N.  E.  1017 ;  Schultz  v.  Pacifio  R.  Co. 
36  Mo.  32. 

Counsel,  having  chosen  to  try  this  case 
upon  the  issue  as  to  negligent  construction, 
cannot  submit  the  case  on  negligence  in  pro- 
viding improper  material  for  the  con- 
struction of  the  scaffold. 

Wabash  Western  R.  Co.  v.  Friedman,  146 
111.  583,  30  N.  E.  353,  34  N.  E.  1111; 
Bloomington  v.  Ooodrich,  88  111.  558 ;  Ayers 
V.  Chicago,  111  111.  406;  Illinois  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  McKee,  43  III.   119. 

Appellee  cannot  recover  against  these 
appellants  for  the  negligence  relied  upon. 

A  custom  prevails  in  Chicago,  of  more 
than  a  quarter  of  a  century's  duration,  that, 
when  work  is  being  performed  upon  build- 
ings of  this  kind,  it  is  the  brick-nmson 
contractor's  duty  to  provide  and  maintain 
the  scaffolding  on  the  building;  and  the 
stone- setting  contractors  never  provide  a 
scaffold  for  their  work,  but  use  the  brick 
mason's  scaffold,  the  brick-mason  contractor 
retaining  control  of  the  scaffold,  malvin<:^ 
all  repairs  and  changes  necessary. 

Unless  the  evidence  shows  that  appellants 
undertook,  *  promised,  or  agreed  to  furnish 
a  scaffold  for  deceased's  use,  or  assumed 
charge  or  control  of  the  one  actually  used, 
appellants  cannot  be  held  liable  for  defects 
in  the  material,  or  in  the  construction  of  it. 
Appellants  could  not  have  built  a  scaffold 
if    they   wanted   it.    The   owner    paid    the 
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brick-mason  contractor  for  furnishing  one 
on  the  building,  to  be  used  by  the  other 
contractors,  and  only  one  scaffold  could 
be  placed  on  the  premises  at  the  same  time. 
There  was  only  one  thing  to  do,  and  that 
was  to  use  the  brick  mason's  scaffold,  or 
abandon  the  work.  Deceased  knew  it,  ac- 
cepted the  employment  with  full  knowledge 
of  it,  knew  that  appellants  spent  but  little 
time  at  the  building,  that  there  was  no  one 
in  appellants'  employ  whose  duty  it  was  to 
inspect  the  scaffold,  unless  himself;  and, 
in  accepting  and  continuing  in  the  employ- 
ment, he  assumed  the  risk. 

Channon  v.  Sanford  Co,  70  Conn.  573, 
41  L.  R.  A.  200,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  133,  40 
Atl.  462;  Coughiry  v.  Olohe  Woolen  Co,  56 
N.  Y.  124,  15  Am.  Rep.  387 ;  Brady  v.  tfor- 
€ro88,  172  Mass.  331,  52  N.  E.  528;  Kelly 
V.  Howelly  41  Ohio  St.  438. 

If  a  servant  cannot  recover  against  a  mas- 
ter for  a  defective  scaffold  when  the  scaffold 
was  constructed  by  an  independent  con- 
tractor, how  can  a  recovery  be  had  against 
the  master  in  this  case,  where  th^  custom 
of  the  trade  provides  that  the  stone-setting 
contractor  shall  not  furnish  the  scaffold, 
but  the  owner  shall  contract  with  the  brick- 
mason  contractor  to  furnish  the  scaffold  for 
the  stone  setters? 

Scammon  v.  Chicago,  25  111.  424,  79  Am. 
Dec.  334;  Hale  v.  Johnson,  80  111.  185; 
Jefferson  v.  Jameson  d  M.  Co.  165  111.  138, 
46  N.  E.  272;  Foster  v.  Wadsworth-Eow- 
land  Co.  168  111.  514,  48  N.  E.  163;  Whit- 
ney d  8.  Co.  V.  O'Rourke,  172  111.  177,  50 
N.  E.  242;  East  8t.  Louis  v.  Gihlin,  3  III. 
App.  219;  Arasmith  v.  Temple,  11  111.  App. 
39;  Chicago  City  R.  Co.  v.  Eennessy,  16 
111.  App.  153;  Pack  v.  ^ew  York,  8  N.  Y. 
222;  Eexamer  v.  Wehh,  101  N.  Y.  377,  54 
Am.  Rep.  703,  4  N.  E.  755;  Conners  v.  Ecn- 
nessey,  112  Mass.  96;  Morgan  v.  Smith, 
159  Mass.  570,  35  N.  E.  101;  Eilliard  v. 
Richardson,  3  Gray,  349,  63  Am.  Dec  743; 
Barry  v.  8t.  Louis,  17  Mo.  121 ;  Painter  v. 
Pittsburgh,  46  Pa,  213;  Devlin  v.  Smith, 
89  N.  Y.  470,  42  Am.  Rep.  311;  Mulchcy  v. 
Methodist  Religious  Soo.  125  Mass.  487; 
Killea  v.  Faxon,  125  Mass.  485;  Butler  v. 
Townsend,  126  N.  Y.  105,  20  N.  E.  1017. 
On  petition  for  rehearing. 

He  who  provides  the  working  place  or 
appliance  is  the  party  liable  for  their  non- 
safety. 

Then  we  have,  (1)  an  invitation  to  use; 
(2)  an  overt  act  affecting  another;  both 
of  which  must,  by  diligence,  be  safe-guarded 
by  the  providing  party. 

Bright  v.  Barnctt  &  R.  Co.  88  Wis.  299, 
26  L.  R.  A.  524,  60  N.  W.  418. 

Messrs.  William  Garnett,  Jr^  and  Ira 
C.  Wood,  for  appellee: 

Where  a  master  adopts  and  uses  machin- 
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ery  or  appliances  furnished  and  built  by 
another  contractor,  the  liability  of  the  mas- 
ter for  their  safety  and  sufficiency  is  the 
same  as  if  the  master  had  built  the  machine 
or  appliances  himself. 

Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co,  v.  Avery,  109  El. 
314;  Chicago  d  A,  R.  Co.  v.  Maroney,  170 
111.  520,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  396,  48  N.  E.  953; 
Chicago  d  A.  R.Co.  v.  Scanlan,  170  111.  107, 
48  N.  E.  826;  Wisconsin  C,  R,  Co.  v.  /2o«», 

142  111.  9,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  49,  31  N.  E.  412; 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Laack,  143  111. 
242,  18  L.  R.  A.  215,  32  N.  E.  285;  Rice  d 
B.  Malting  Co,  v.  Paulsen,  51  111.  App.  123; 
East  8i.  Louis  Ice  d  Cold  Storage  Co.  v. 
Crow,  52  111.  App.  573. 

The  duty  of  the  master  to  furnish  a  safe 
place  in  which,  and  a  safe  appliance  with 
which,  to  do  the  work,  cannot  be  delegated 
to  another. 

Chicago,  B,  d  Q,  R,  Co.  v.  Avery,  109  111. 
3i4;  Wisconsin  O,  R.  Co.  v.  Ross,  142  111. 
9,  34  Am.  St.  Rep.  49,  31  N.  E.  412;  Chicago 
d  A.  R.  Co,  V.  Maroney,  170  111.  621,  62  Am. 
St.  Rep.  396,  48  N.  E.  053;  Chicago  d  A.  /?. 
Co,  V.  Scanlan,  170  111.  107,  48  N.  E.  826; 
Rice  d  B.  Malting  Co.  v.  Paulsen,  61  111. 
App.  124 ;  Pullman  Palaoe  Car  Co,  v.  Laack^ 

143  111.  243,  18  L.  R.  A.  215,  32  N.  E.  285. 
It  is  the  duty  of  the  master  to  inspect 

the  machinery,  and  see  that  it  is  safe. 
The  same  rule  applies  whether  the  appliance 
belongs  to  other  persons,  or  is  furnished 
by  the  master  himself. 

Whitney  d  8.  Co.  v.  O'Rourke,  172  111. 
177,  60  N.  E.  242;  Sack  v.  Dolese,  137  III- 
129,  27  N.  E.  62;  Chicago,  B.  d  Q,  R.  Co. 
V.  Avery,  109  111.  314;  Pullman  Palace  Car 
Co,  V.  Laack,  143  lU.  243,  18  L.  R.  A.  215, 
32  N.  E.  285. 

The  master  is  chargeable  with  notice  of 
all  defects  in  the  machinery  or  appliance 
(not  latent)  if  the  defect  existed  at  the 
time  the  appliance  was  built. 

Chicago  d  A.  R,  Co,  v.  Maroney,  170  111. 
521,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  396,  48  N.  E.  953; 
Chicago  d  E,  I,  R,  Co,  v.  Bines,  132  111.  161, 
22  Am.  St.  Rep.  615,  23  N.  E.  1021; 
Edward  Eines  Lumber  Co.  v.  Ligas,  172 
111.  315,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  38,  50  N.  E.  225. 

The  master  cannot  delegate  this  duty, 
although  the  appliance  is  built  by  an  inde- 
pendent contractor,  if  the  master  assumes 
use  and  possession  if  it. 

Chicago  d  A.  R.  Co,  v.  Maroney,  170  111. 
521,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  396.  48  N.  E.  953; 
Monmouth  Min.  d  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Evling,  148 
in.  521,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  187,  36  N.  E,  117; 
Wisconsin  C.  R.  Co,  v.  Ross,  142  111.  9,  34 
Am.  St.  Rep.  49,  31  N.  E.  412;  Chicago  d 
A.  R.  Co.  V,  Scanlan,  170  III.  107,  48  N.  E. 
826;  Rice  d  B.  Malting  Co,  v.  Paulsen,  51 
111.  App.  124;  Pullman  Palace  Oar  Co,  v. 
Laack,  143  111.  243,  18  L^^  A.  215,  32  N. 
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fi.  285 ;  Edward  Hines  Lumber  Co,  v.  Ligas, 
172  ni.  315,  64  Am.  St.  Rep.  38,  50  N.  E. 
226. 

If  two  methods  are  used  in  doing  the 
'work,  and  both  are  considered  about 
fK]ually  safe,  the  employee  may  ohoose 
-either. 

Rioe  d  J3.  Malting  Co.  v.  Paulaeriy  61 
m.  App.  124;  Monmouth  Min,  d  Mfg.  Co. 
V.  Erling,  148  111.  521,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  187, 
36  N.  E.  117;  East  8t.  Louis  loe  d  Cold 
Storage  Co.  v.  Crow,  52  El.  App.  573; 
Pullman  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Laaok,  143  111. 
243,  18  L.  R,  A.  215,  32  N.  E.  285. 

Where  there  are  several  methods  of  doing 
work,  and  competent  judges  are  not  agreed 
as  to  their  relative  merits,  the  selection  by 
the  master,  or  servant,  of  one  rather  than 
the  other,  cannot  be  regarded  as  negligence. 

E<ut  Bt.  Louis  Ice  d  Cold  Storage  Co, 
▼.  Sculley,  63  111.  App.  147. 

Actual  notice  to  the  master  of  defects  is 
not  necessary  to  render  the  master  liable. 

Whitney  d  B.  Co.  ▼.  O'Rourke,  172  111. 
177,  50  N.  E.  242. 

The  master  is  bound  to  provide  a  reason- 
ably safe  place,  and  is  liable  for  neglect  so 
to  do,  unless  the  servant  actually  knows 
of  the  danger,  and  thereafter  remains  in  the 
-exposed  position. 

Pioneer  Fireproof  Constr.  Co.  r.  nou)ell, 
189  ni.  123,  59  N.  E.  535. 

The  material  question  is  whether  the  em- 
ployee knew  of  the  danger.  This  is  a  ques- 
tion for  the  jury. 

Chicago  d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Stevens,  189  111. 
226,  59  N.  E.  577. 

Even  in  manufactured  appliances  bought 
from  a  reputable  maker,  of  standard  make, 
the  master  is  bound  to  inspect,  and  is 
chargeable  with  notice  of  visible  and  patent 
defects. 

Bailey,  Mast.  &  S.  pp.  98-100. 

Wilkin,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  an  action  by  appellee,  as  adminis- 
tratrix of  the  estate  of  Thomas  Rawle, 
deceased,  in  the  superior  court  of  Cook 
county,  to  recover  damages  for  wrongfully 
causing  the  death  of  her  intestate.  Ap- 
pellants were'  stone-setting  contractors,  and 
had  a  contract  for  setting  the  cut  stone 
on  the  Historical  Building  in  the  city  of 
Chicago.  Thomas  Rawle,  the  deceased,  was 
in  their  employ,  working  upon  this  build- 
ing by  the  day,  as  an  expert  stone  setter. 
The  first  count  of  the  declaration  avers 
that  on  the  16th  day  of  May,  1893,  the  de- 
fendants were  prosecuting  the  work  on  this 
building,  and  provided  the  said  Thomas 
Rawle  with  a  certain  scaffold  upon  which 
to  sttind  while  at  work;  that  said  scallold 
•69  L.  R.  A. 


"was  improperly  and  carelessly  construct- 
ed," and  that  the  defendants  failed  to  test 
it  to  see  that  it  was  safe;  and  while  the 
deceased,  with  due  care  and  diligence,  was 
using  said  scaffold,  pursuing  his  work,  it 
broke,  throwing  him  to  the  ground,  causing 
his  death.  The  second  count  is  substan- 
tially the  same,  except  that  it  avers  "that 
it  then  and  there  became  and  was  the 
duty  of  the  defendants,  as  employers  of 
the  said  Thomas  Rawle,  to  provide  and 
maintain  proper,  suitable,  secure,  strong, 
and  safe  scaffolding  to  be  used  by  him  in 
the  prosecution  of  his  work;  yet  they  pro- 
vided him  with  an  improper,  unsuitable, 
insecure,  weak,  and  unsafe  scaffolding." 
On  a  plea  of  not  guilty  issue  was  joined, 
and  the  cause  submitted  to  a  jury,  result- 
ing in  a  verdict  of  $5,000  for  plaintiff. 
From  a  judgment  of  affirmance  in  the  ap- 
pellate court,  defendants  prosecute  this 
appeal. 

The  theory  of  plaintiff *s  case  is  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  appellants  to  furnish  the 
deceased,  as  their  servant,  a  safe  place  in 
which  to  workj  and  that  his  death  was 
caused  by  their  failure  so  to  do.  Several 
defenses  were  relied  upon  at  the  trial,  and 
urged  before  the  appellate  court,  predicated 
upon  the  evidence;  but,  all  controverted 
questions  of  fact  being  now  settled  adverse- 
ly to  those  defenses,  the  only  grounds  of 
reversal  urged  in  this  court  are,  that  the 
trial  court  erred  in  refusing  to  direct  the 
jury  to  return  a  verdict  of  not  guilty,  and 
in  refusing  to  give  certain  instructions 
asked  on  behalf  of  defendants.  The  first 
of  these  grounds  is  based  upon  the  proposi- 
tion that  the  plaintiff  failed  to  prove,  or  in- 
troduce testimony  tending  to  prove,  that 
it  was  the  duty  of  defendants  to  furnish 
the  deceased  a  scaffold  upon  which  to  do 
the  work  which  he  was  employed  to  perform. 
The  uncontradicted  evidence  offered  by 
plaintiff  shows,  and  respective  counsel  so 
agreed  upon  the  trial,  that  in  the  construc- 
tion of  a  stone-veneer  building,  such  as  this 
was,  a  recognized  custom  prevailed  in  Chi- 
cago that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  persons  in 
charge  of  the  brick  work  to  build  the  scaf- 
fold to  be  used  by  both  the  brick  masons 
and  the  stone  setters.  The '  brick  masons 
erect  the  scaffold,  and  as  the  building  pro- 
gresses the  stone  setters  place  the  stone  in 
position,  and  are  followed  by  the  brick  ma- 
sons, who  back  up  the  work  with  brick. 
It  also  appeared  from  the  evidence  that 
such  custom  was  followed  in  the  construc- 
tion of  the  building  in  question,  the  scaf- 
folds for  each  fioor,  as  the  building  rose, 
being  built  by  brick  masons.  While  the 
deceased  was  setting  stone  on  a  scaffold 
some  40  feet  above  the  ground^  the  scaffold 
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gave  way,  and  he  fell,  receiving  injuries 
from  which  he  died.  The  contention  of 
counsel  for  the  appellants  is  that,  by  the 
uncontradicted  evidence, — in  fact,  the  ad- 
]iiis?%ion  of  the  plaintiff  of  the  existence  of 
the  custom  ba  above  stated, — there  was  no 
duty  devolving  upon  the  defendants  to 
furnish  the  scaffold  upon  which  the  de- 
ceased worked,  but  that  that  duty  rested 
upon  the  brick  masons;  and  that  if,  by 
reason  of  the  negligent  construction  of  the 
same,  deceased  lost  his  life,  the  remedy  of 
the  plaintiff  below  was  against  them,  and 
not  against  defendants.  With  this  conten- 
tion we  cannot  agree.  We  have  examined 
the  testimony  contained  in  the  record  with 
care,  and  are  unable  to  discover  anything 
in  the  agreement  of  counsel  at  the  trial,  or 
in  the  evidence,  tending  to  prove  that  the 
deceased's  contract  of  employment  was 
made  with  reference  to  the  custom  among 
builders,  or  that  the  deceased  waived  or 
relinquished  any  legal  right  which  he  had 
to  expect  of  his  employers  a  safe  and  secure 
place  or  scaffold  upon  which  to  work.  Con- 
ceding to  the  fullest  extent  that  the  cus- 
tom existed,  and  that  it  was  known  to  exist 
by  the  deceased  at  the  time  he  was  em- 
ployed and  during  the  time  he  was  engaged 
in  the  work,  in  the  absence  of  all  proof 
to  that  effect  we  are  unable  to  see  how  it 
can  be  said  that  such  knowledge  in  any 
way  amounted  to  a  waiver  of  his  right, 
under  the  law,  to  hold  his  employers  re- 
sponsible for  the  safety  of  the  scaffold. 
The  fact  that  he  knew  that  it  was  built 
by  the  brick  masons  in  pursuance  of  a 
duty  which  they  owed  the  stone  setters 
under  the  existing  custom  in  no  way  estopped 
him  form  saying  to  his  employers:  "As 
between  you,  as  master,  and  myself,  as  em- 
ployee, the  law  imposes  upon  you  the  duty 
of  providing  me  with  a  sufficient  scaffold; 
and,  although  another  party  may  have 
constructed  it  in  pursuance  of  a  duty  which 
it  owed  you,  still  it  was  your  duty  to  me 
to  see  that  it  was  securely  and  safely  built." 
Chicago  d  A,  R.  Co,  v.  Maroney,  170  111. 
520,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  396,  48  N.  E.  953, 
Citing  Hess  v.  Rosenthal,  160  111.  621,  43 
N.  E.  743,  and  Chicago,  B.  &  Q,  R.  Co.  v. 
Avery,  109  111.  314.  We  are  not  unmind- 
ful of  the  fact  that  cases  arise  in  which  it 
is  not  the  duty  of  the  employer  to 
furnish  a  safe  place  for  his  employee  to 
work, — as  where  the  duty  to  see  that  the 
place  or  scaffolding  on  which  the  labor  is 
to  bo  performed  devolves  upon  the  work- 
man himself,  and  not  upon  the  employer. 
If  a  party  should  be  employed  to  paint  a 
house,  there  being  no  agreement  as  to  who 
should  furnish  the  scaffolding,  the  duty 
would  doubtless  fall  upon  the  painter  bim- 
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self.  In  Channon  v.  Sanford  Co.  70  Conn. 
673,  41  L.  R.  A.  200,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  133, 
40  Atl.  462,  relied  upon  by  couns^el  for  ap- 
pellant where  a  servant  engaged  in  deco- 
rating a  church  was  injured  by  the  falling 
of  a  scaffold  constructed  by  a  third  person, 
who  was  an  independent  contractor,  under 
the  peculiar  facts  of  that  case  it  was  held 
that  the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  scaffold 
was  safe  did  not  rest  upon  the  employer: 
and  it  has  been  so  held  in  other  cases  cited 
by  counsel  for  appellants.  But  we  are  un- 
able to  see  how  it  can  be  said  here  as  an  or- 
iginal proposition,  that  the  defendant? 
were  not  under  the  legal  duty  of  famish- 
ing the  scaffolding  upon  which  the  deceased 
was  to  work.  Suppose  we  leave  out  of  con- 
sideration the  proof  or  stipulation  as  to 
the  prevailing  custom  in  the  city  of  Chi- 
cago, and  consider  the  case  as  though  the 
deceased  had  been  employed  (as  he  was) 
by  the  defendants  to  set  stone  upon  the 
building  by  the  day,  there  being  no  agree- 
ment as  to  who  should  furnish  the  scaffold ; 
could  it  be  doubted  that,  by  reason « of  that 
employment,  the  legal  duty  devolved  upon 
the  master  (that  is,  the  defendants)  to 
provide  the  scaffolding,  and  see  that  it  was 
safe  and  secure?  We  think  not.  Then 
the  question  in  the  case  must  be,  on  the 
first  proposition.  Does  the  proof  in  this 
case  show,  so  as  to  establish  it  as  a  matter 
of  law,  that  they  had  been  relieved  of  that 
duty?  Unless  it  can  be  so  held,  then  clear- 
ly the  court  properly  refused  to  withdraw 
the  case  from  the  jury.  On  the  contrary, 
as  we  have  already  said,  to  our  minds 
there  is  nothing  in  the  case  fairly  tending- 
to  show  that  the  deceased  in  any  way 
waived  his  right  in  that  regard,  or  that  de- 
fendants were  relieved  from  the  legal  ob- 
ligation resting  upon  them.  We  are  sat- 
isfied no  error  was  committed  in  refusin^r 
to  give  peremptory  instruction  to  find  for 
the  defendants. 

In  view  of  the  instructions  given  at  the 
request  of  the  defendants,  and  in  view  of 
what  we  have  already  said,  the  court  prop- 
erly refused  to  give  those  asked  by  the  de- 
fendants of  which  complaint  is  now  made. 
One  of  these  instructions  will  suffice  to 
point  out  what  we  regard  as  a  fatal  ob- 
jection to  each  of  them.  The  one  which 
perhaps  most  nearly  approaches  the  law  is 
as  follows:  "The  court  instructs  the  jury 
that,  if  you  find,  from  the  evidence,  that 
there  was  a  general  custom  prevailing 
among  mason  and  stone-setting  contractors 
in  the  city  of  Chicago  at  the  time  of  the 
injury  to  said  Thomas  Rawle,  whereby 
scaffolding  in  the  ereo'^ion  of  buildings  up- 
on which  mason  and  stone-setting  contract- 
ora  were  employed  was  to  be  furnished  by 
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the  brick-mason  contractor,  and  not  by  the 
stone-setting  contractor,  which  custom  was 
well  known  to  persons  engaged  in  the  said 
building   trades,    and   was   known   to   said 
Thomas  Rawle^  or  by  the  exercise  of  rea- 
sonable   and    ordinary    care    on    his    part 
might  have  been  known,  then  you  are  in- 
structed that  no  duty  devolved  upon  the 
defendants   to   furnish    scaflfolding   for   the 
said  Rawle  to  work  upon;  and  if  you  fur- 
ther   find    that    the    said    Thomas    Rawle 
worked  upon  scaffolding  built  and  furnished 
by  the  mason  contractor  without  complaint, 
and  because  of  the  falling  of  such  scaffold- 
ing was   injured,'  then  you  are  instructed 
that   the   plaintiff   cannot   recover   in   this 
case,   and   your  verdict  should  be  for  the 
defendants."    The   rule   announced   in   this 
instruction  is  that  the  mere  knowledge  of 
Rawle  as  to  the  custom  between  brick  ma- 
sons and  stone-setting  contractors,  making 
it  the  duty  of  the  former  to  construct  the 
scaffold,  would  be  sufficient  to  relieve  the 
defendants  of  the  duty  of  providing  Rawle 
a  safe  and  secure  place  in  which  to  work, 
whether  he,  by  words  or  acts,  consented  or 
agreed  that  they  should  be  relieved   from 
that   duty.     What    we    have    already    said 
will  sufficiently  indicate  our  dissent  from 
that  view  pf  the  law. 

Perceiving  no  error  in  the  record,  the 
judgment  of  the  Appellate  Court  will  he 
affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  December  6, 
1901. 


PEOPLE  of  the  State  of  Illinois  e»  rel, 
Charles  S.  DENEEN,  State's  Attorney, 

V. 

Leslie  A.  GILMORE. 
(214  111.  569.) 

1.  The  pardon Ingr  of  a  latvyer  "wlio 
lfta«  been  con-vlcted  of  embeBBllngr 
fnnd«  from  his  client  does  not  efface  the 
moral  turpitude  and  want  of  professional 
honesty  involved  in  the  crime,  nor  obliterate 
the  stain  upon  his  moral  character. 

2.  A  llceniie  to  practise  law  -vrlU  be 
revoked  which  Is  secured  by  a  fraudulent 
concealment  of  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff  has 
recently  been  convicted  of  embezzling  funds 
from  a  client  in  another  state, — especially  If, 


Note. — For  other  cases  In  this  series  as  to 
disbarment  of  attorneys,  see  Fairfield  County 
Bar  G£P  rel.  Fessenden  v.  Taylor,  13  L.  B.  A. 
767.  and  note;  State  ex  rel.  Fowler  v.  Finley, 
18  L.  R.  A.  401;  People  ex  rel.  Atty.  Gen.  v. 
MacCahe.  19  L.  R.  A.  231 ;  Re  Klrby,  39  L.  R. 
A.  856;  Re  Lentz,  50  L.  B.  A.  415;  and  Re 
Bvans,  63  U  R.  A.  952. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


since  its  Issuance,  the  plaintiff  has  been 
guilty  of  professional  misconduct  evincing 
such  lack  of  pei-sonal  'integrity  and  profes- 
sional honor  as  to  establish  that  he  is  un- 
worthy to  be  allowed  to  hold  it. 

(February  21.  1905.) 

PROCEEDINGS     to     disbar     defendant. 
Disbarment  ordered. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.  Harry  D.  Irwin  and  Jol&ii  !•. 
Fogle,  with  Mr.  Charles  S.  Deneen,  for 
the  People: 

The  conviction  of  an  attorney  of  a  ^felony 
or  misdemeanor,  involving  want  of  integrity, 
is  suflBcient  to  justify  the  disbarment  ol 
such  attorney. 

People  ex  rel.  Johnson  v.  Oeorge,  186  III. 
122,  57  N.  E.  804 ;  People  ex  rel.  Johnson  v. 
Schintz,  181  111.  574,  54  N.  E.  1011;  People 
ex  rel.  Deneen  v.  Hahn,  197  111.  137,  64  N.  E. 
342;  PeopU  v.  Hill,  182  111.  425,  55  N.  E. 
642;  People  ex  rel.  Chiperfield  v.  Comstock, 
176  111.  192,  52  N.  E.  67 ;  Re  McCarthy,  42 
Mich.  71,  61  N.  W.  693;  Walker  v.  Com.  8 
Bush,  86;  2  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
304;  Ex  parte  Wall,  107  U.  S.  265-280,  27 
L.  ed.  652-558,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  569. 

Mr.  Tranoia  M.  Bnrwaab,  for  re- 
spondent: 

Former  conviction  does  not  require  dis- 
barment. 

People  ex  rel.  Deneen  v.  Coleman,  210  111. 
79,  71  N.  E.  693. 

The  Missouri  record  of  conviction  is  null 
and  void  on  account  of  the  fraud  in  its  af- 
firmance. 

Wonderly  v.  Lafayette  County,  150  Mo. 
636,  45  L.  R.  A.  386,  73  Am.  St.  Rep.  474,  51 
S.  W.  746. 

Pardon  blots  out  a  crime  and  all  its  con- 
sequences. It  reaches  both  the  punishment 
prescribed  for  the  offense  and  the  guilt  of 
the  offender.  It  obliterates,  in  legal  con- 
templation, the  offense  itself. 

Ex  parte  Oarland,  4  Wall.  333,  18  L.  ed. 
366;  Carlisle  v.  United  States,  16  Wall.  147, 
21  L.  ed.  426;  Sanborn  v.  Kimball,  64  Me. 
140;  Knapp  v.  Thomas,  39  Ohio  St.  377,  48 
Am!  Rep.  462;  Hildreth  v.  Heath,  1  111.  App. 

82. 

The  judgment  of  conviction,  being  met  by 
a  pardon,  ceases  to  be  evidence;  hence,  there 
is  no  proof  of  the  first  count,  and  it  should 
be  disregarded. 

Scott  V.  State,  6  Ter.  Civ.  App.  343,  26  S. 

W.  337. 

Mere  failure  to  disclose  possession  withm 
any  limit  of  time  does  not  constitute  an 
element  of  the  crime  of  embezzlement. 

State  v.  Reilly,  4  Mo.  App.  392;  MoElroy 
▼.  People,  202  111.  473,  66  N.  E.  1058. 

Where  great  length  of  time  has  elapsed 
between  the  alleged  misconduct  and  the  in- 


Digitized  by 


Google 


702 


ILLI^'OIS    SUPBBME   CoUBT. 


stitution  of  the  proceedings,  the  law  will 
not  lend  its  favor. 

People  em  rel.  Ndyes  v.  Allisoity  68  111. 
151;  Re  Lentz,  65  N.  J.  L.  134,  50  L.  R.  A. 
415,  46  Atl.  761. 

The  courts  do  not  look  with  favor  on  ap- 
plications of  this  character  where  the  party 
alleged  to  have  been  injured  by  the  miscon- 
duct of  the  attorney  is  not  complaining. 

People  ex  rel.  Wright  v.  Lamhom,  2  111. 
123;  People  ex  rel  Noyes  v.  Allison,  68  111. 
151. 

Where  the  misconduct  does  not  relate  to 
a  professional  engagement,  courts  will  us- 
ually hot  interfere  unless  the  conduct  is 
atrocious. 

People  ex  rel.  Hughes  v.  Appleion,  105  111. 
474,  44  Am.  Rep.  812. 

When  the  charges  are  denied  by  re- 
spondent, or  the  act  done  is  given  a  proper 
or  harmless  motive,  a  mere  preponderance 
of  the  evidence  as  to  either  act  or  motive  is 
not  sufficient. 

People  ex  rel.  Miller  v.  Harvey.  41  111.  277  ; 
People  ex  rel,  Shufeldt  v.  Barker,  66  111, 
299;  State  ex  rel.  Fowler  v.  Finley,  30  Fla. 
325,  18  L.  R.  A.  404,  11  So.  674;  State  ex 
rel.  Johnson  v.  Oehhardt,  87  Mo.  App.  542. 

BoggBy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  a  petition  filed  originally  in  this 
court  for  the  disbarment  of  the  respondent, 
Leslie  A.  Gilmore.  The  respondent  filed  his 
answer,  and  the  cause  was  referred  to  a  mas- 
ter to  take  and  report  the  proofs,  and  the 
proofs  have  been  heard  and  reported,  and  the 
respective  parties  have  filed  their  briefs. 
The  testimony  discloses  that  in  the  year 
1889  the  respondent  was  a  resident  of  Kan- 
sas City,  Jackson  county,  Missouri,  and  was 
a  member  of  the  bar  of  that  state  and  en- 
gaged in  the  practice  of  his  profession  there. 
At  the  September  term,  1890,  of  the  crimi- 
nal court  of  Jackson  county,  an  indictment 
was  returned  against  him  charging  him 
with  the  crime  of  embe/zling  certain  mon- 
eys belonging  to  one  Mrs.  Eva  Abbott, 
which  came  into  his  hands  in  his  capacity 
as  the  attorney  of  said  Mrs.  Abbott.  At 
the  December  term,  1890,  of  the  said  crimi- 
nal court  of  Jackson  county  MisKouri,  h« 
was  placed  on  trial  before  the  court  and  a 
jury,  and  was  adjudged  to  be  guilty  of 
the  offense  charged  in  the  indictment,  and 
was  convicted  and  sentenced  to  be  impris- 
oned in  the  penitentiary  of  the  state  of 
Missouri  for  the  pt»riod  of  five  years.  He 
prosecuted  an  appeal  to  the  supreme  court 
of  the  state  of  Missouri,  and,  under  the 
statutes  of  that  state,  was  permitted  to 
go  at  liberty  during  the  pendency  of  the 
appeal.  He  absented  himself  from  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  went  to  Colorado. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


On  the  28th  day  of  March,  1892,  the  judg- 
ment of  his  conviction  and  sentence  to  the 
penitentiary  were  affirmed  by  the  supreme 
court.  He  was  then  absent  from  the  state 
of  Missouri,  and  was  in  Colorado,  and  did 
not  return  to  Missouri,  but,  in  January, 
1893,  came  to  the  city  of  Chicago.  On  the 
4th  day  of  June,  1894,  he  was  arrested  in 
the  city  of  Chicago  as  a  fugitive  from  jus- 
tice, and  was  taken  by  the  officers  to  the 
state  of  Missouri,  and  committed  to  the 
penitentiary  of  that  state  to  serve  the  term 
of  imprisonment  to  which  he  had  been  sen- 
tenced in  the  said  criminal  court  of  Jackson 
county.  He  remained  a  convict  in  the  pen- 
itentiary of  Missouri  until  August  21,  1896» 
a  period  of  about  twenty-six  months,  when 
he  received  a  pardon  from  the  then  acting 
governor  of  the  state.  He  returned  to  Chi- 
cago, and  within  about  two  months  present- 
ed his  application  for  admission  to  the  bar 
of  this  state.  The  circuit  court  of  Cook 
county,  acting  on  the  motion  and  testimony 
of  a  member  of  the  bar  of  that  county,  en- 
tered an  order  to  the  eflfect  that  the  respond- 
ent was  a  person  of  good  moral  character, 
and  a  copy  of  that  order  was  presented  with 
his  application.  He  did  not  make  known  to 
the  circuit  court,  the  appellate  court  (be- 
fore whom  he  was  examined)  or  to  this 
court  that  he  had  been  sentenced  to  and 
served  as  a  convict  in  the  penitentiary  of  the 
state  of  Missouri.  His  name  was  ordereil 
to  be  placed  on  the  roll  of  the  members  of 
the  bar  of  this  state,  and  a  license  as  an  at- 
torney at  law  of  this  state  was  issued  to 
him  on  the  Gth  day  of  November,  1896. 

The  crime  of  which  the  respondent  was 
convicted  and  impri«»onpd  in  the  peniten- 
tiary' of  the  state  of  Missouri  was  an  in- 
famous offense,  which  involved  not  only 
moral  turpitude,  but  also  the  lack  of  pro- 
fessional integrity.  The  conviction  of  that 
crime  had  the  effect  to  degrade  him,  and 
to  establish  that  he  was  of  bad  moral  char- 
acter as  a  man  and  as  a  lawyer.  The  pardon 
granted  him  by  the  then  acting  governor  of 
the  state  of  Missouri  did  not  efface  the 
moral  turpitude  and  want  of  professional 
honesty  involved  in  the  crime,  nor  obliterate 
the  stain  upon  his  moral  character.  People 
ex  rel.  Johnson  v.  Ocorgc.  186  111.  122. 
57  N.  E.  804.  He  obtained  the  certificate 
from  the  circuit  court  of  C'ook  county  that 
lie  was  possessed  of  a  good  moral  character 
by  concealing  from  the  court  the  fact  that 
he  had  been  adjudged  guilty  by  the  court 
of  final  resort  of  a  sister  state  of  an  offense 
involving  his  guilt  of  personal  dishonesty 
in  his  dealings  as  an  attorney  with  a  client, 
and  also  by  concealing  from  that  court  that 
he  had  but  so  recently  served  as  a  convict 
in  the  j>enitentiary  of  the  state  of  Missouri 
until  relieved  from  such  punishment  by  a 
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pardon.  His  concealment  of  these  facts  was 
a  fraud  on  the  circuit  court.  He  practised  a 
further  fraud  upon  the  appellate  court  and 
upon  this  court  by  presenting  that  certificate 
of  good  moral  character  so  deceitfully  and 
fraudulently  obtained  by  him.  Had  this 
court  been  advised,  when  the  respondent 
asked  an  order  admitting  him  to  the  bar, 
that  he  had  but  only  about  two  months 
before  obtained  his  release  from  the  peni- 
tentiary of  the  state  of  Missouri,  where  he 
had  been  imprisoned,  because  adjudged  to  be 
guilty  of  the  crime  of  embezzlement  of  funds 
which  had  been  intrusted  to  him  by  a  client, 
he  would  not  have  been  admitted  as  a 
member  of  the  bar  of  the  state.  He  ob- 
tained his  certificate  of  admission  by  deceit- 
»  fully  and  falsely  inducing  this  court  to  be- 
lieve that  he  enjoyed  and  possessed  a  good 
moral  character,  knowing  at  the  same  time 
that  he  was  purposely  concealing  a  fact 
which  would  demonstrate  that  his  assertion 
was  untrue.  To  permit  him  to  longer  hold 
that  certificate  of  admission  would  be  to  al- 
low him  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  his  own  fraud 
and  deceit. 

The  respondent,  in  his  answer,  asserts 
that  he  was  innocent  of  any  actual  wrong- 
doing in  the  transaction  with  his  client  in 
Missouri,  and  that  his  conviction  was  not 
justified  by  the  proofs,  and  was  wrongful. 
The  respondent  and  the  relator  have  present- 
ed to  us  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses 
heard  on  the  trial  of  the  charge  of  embez- 
zlement, as  preserved  in  the  record  of  that 
proceeding.  Without  conceding  that  any 
reason  exists  for  declining  to  give  full  faith 
and  credit  to  the  adjudications  of  the  courts 
of  Missouri,  we  are  unwilling  to  say  that 
this  testimony  demonstrates  that  the  re- 
spondent was  innocent  of  the  charge  of 
which  he  was  convicted.  He  was  a  member 
of  the  bar  of  Missouri,  and  was  employed 
by  Mrs.  Abbott  as  her  attorney  to  collect  an 
indebtedness  due  to  her.  He  collectert  $500 
from  her  debtor  on  the  22d  day  of  October, 
1889.  He  saw  her  within  three  days  there- 
after, and  saw  and  consulted  with  her  and 
advised  her  frequently  during  the  nine 
months  which  intervened  before  an  accusa- 
tion of  the  crime  was  lodged  against  him, 
and  did  not  at  any  time  inform  her  that  he 
had  collected  any  money  for  her,  but,  on  the 
contrary,  led  her  to.  believe  that  he  had  not 
received  any  money  for  her,  until  after  she 
had  caused  a  warrant  to  issue  against  him. 
He  did  not  repay  any  of  the  money  until 
after  the  affirmance  by  the  supreme  court  of 
the  judgment  of  conviction.  While  in  the 
city  of  Chicago,  a  few  months  before  he  was 
seized  as  a  fugitive  from  justice,  he  sent 
$240.75  to  a  friend  in  Kansas  City,  Missouri, 
to  be  paid  to  Mrs.  Abbott  on  condition  that 
■he  would  sign  a  letter  to  the  governor  of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  state  which  he  had  prepared  and  which 
he  inclosed  with  the  money.  This  letter  con- 
tained some  statements  of  alleged  fact,  and 
a  recommendation  of  the  writer  that  the  re- 
spondent should  be  pardoned.  Mrs.  Abbott 
signed  the  letter  and  received  the  money,  but 
the  pardon  was  not  granted.  About  eight 
months  thereafter  the  respondent  was  extra- 
dited from  Illinois,  and  plaoed  in  the  peni- 
tentiary of  Missouri. 

It  is  true  that  in  People  ex  rel.  Denccn  v. 
Coleman,  210  111.  79,  71  N.  E.  693,  we  de- 
cline to  accept  the  view  urged  upon  us  by 
the  relator  that  the  respondent  ought  to 
be  disbarred  on  the  charge,  made  in  the  pe- 
tition and  admitted  in  the  answer,  that  the 
respondent  had,  previous  to  his  application 
for  admission  to  the  bar  of  this  state,  been 
convicted  in  the  courts  of  Indiana  of  a 
felonious  offense  involving  moral  turpitude, 
had  served  a  portion  of  a  term  of  imprison- 
ment in  the  penitentiary  of  that  state,  had 
been  pardoned,  and  had  obtained  license  to 
practise  the  profession  of  law  in  this  state, 
without  having  made  known  to  the  courts 
of  this  state  that  he  had  been  so  convicted 
of  a  felonious  offense  in  the  sister  state. 
But  in  that  case  it  appeared  from  the  pe- 
tition a  period  of  thirteen  years  had  elapsed 
between  the  time  of  the  conviction  and  the 
time  of  the  application  for  admission  to  the 
bar  of  this  state,  and  the  answer  averred 
that  for  eight  years  of  that  time  just  pre- 
ceding the  application  the  respondent  had 
been  a  resident  of  the  state  of  Illinois;  that 
he  had  during  the  eight  years  during  which 
he  had  lived  in  Illinois  before  the  license 
issued  to  him,  and  during  the  years  since 
receiving  the  license,  conducted  himself  as 
an  honorable,  upright,  and  law-abiding  cit- 
izen, and  had  thereby  established  and  en- 
joyed, and  was  entitled  to  enjoy,  the  rep- 
utation of  a  man  of  good  moral  character. 
In  this  state  of  the  pleadings  the  relator 
moved  that  judgment  of  disbarment  be  en- 
tered on  the  averments  of  the  petition  and 
answer  thereto.  This  motion  we  declined  to 
grant,  for  the  reason  that  it  admitted  the 
averments  of  the  answer  to  be  true,  and, 
if  true,  it  appeared  from  such  averments 
that  the  respondent  had  repented  of  the 
wrong  he  had  done,  had  reformed  his  evil 
ways,  and  had  by  years  of  good  conduct 
and  honorable  practices  restored  himself  to 
public  confidence  as  an  honorable  and 
worthy  man  before  he  sought  admission  to 
the  bar  of  this  state.  The  case  of  this  re- 
spondent and  that  of  Coleman  are  alike  in 
the  fact  that  neither  of  them  advised  the 
court  that  he  had  been  convicted  of  a  crime 
which  alTectea  his  moral  character,  and  we 
now  distinctly  say  that  such  an  omission 
cannot,  in  any  instance,  be  regarded  other- 
wise than  as  the  reprehensible  concealment 
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of  a  fact  which  it  is  the  duty  of  an  appli- 
cant for  admission  to  the  bar  to  disclose. 
In  the  Coleman  Gaae,  acting,  as  we  did,  up- 
on the  averments  of  the  petition  and  the 
answer,  it  appeared  to  us  that  Coleman  had, 
before  applying  to  this  court  for  license,  by 
years  of  upright  and  honorable  life,  re- 
covered his  standing  as  an  honorable  and 
moral  man;  and  it  also  further  appeared 
from  the  answer  in  his  case  that,  in  the 
years  that  had  elapsed  after  his  admission 
to  the  bar  in  Illinois,  and  before  the  peti- 
tion for  his  disbarment  had  been  filed,  his 
life  as  a  lawyer  and  as  a  citizen  had  been 
such  as  to  demonstrate  that  his  reformation 
had  been  complete  and  permanent  and  that 
he  had  maintained  a  good  moral  character. 
In  these  latter  respects  the  case  of  this  re- 
spondent is  entirely  unlike  that  of  Coleman. 
He  did  not,  after  being  released  from  further 
punishment  in  the  penitentiary,  devote  any 
of  the  years  of  his  life  to  the  upbuilding  of 
a  moral  character  and  to  the  obliteration  of 
the  bad  moral  reputation  which  had  at- 
tached to  him  by  reason  of  his  conviction 
of  a  crime  which  involved  a  want  of  person- 
al and  professional  integrity.  On  the  con- 
trary, he  came  almost  directly  from  the 
doors  of  the  penitentiary  in  Missouri  to 
the  presence  of  the  courts  in  Illinois,  and  de- 
ceitfully and  fraudulently  imposed  himself 
upon  our  courts  as  a  man  of  good  moral 
character.  And,  furthermore,  the  record  in 
this  cause  discloses  that  he  has,  since  re- 
ceiving his  license  to  practise  law  from  this 
court,  persisted  in  his  evil  and  wicked  ways. 
It  appears  from  the  testimony  produced  in 
this  record  that  in  1899,— some  three  years 
after  his  admission  to  the  bar  of  this  state, — 
an  indictment  was  returned  against  him  by 
the  grand  jury  of  Carroll  county,  in  this 
state,  charging  him  and  others  with  having 
entered  into  a  criminal  conspiracy  to  obtain 
the  money  of  two  citizens  of  that  county  by 
false  pretenses  and  by  means  and  use  of  the 
confidence  game.  On  a  trial  before  a  jury 
in  the  circuit  court  of  Carroll  county  the 
respondent  and  three  others,  who  were  in- 
dicted as  coconspirators  with  him.  Were  ad- 
judged to  be  guilty  of  the  crime  charged,  and 
the  respondent  and  two  other  of  his  cocon- 
spirators were  sentenced  to  be  imprisoned 
in  the  penitentiary  of  this  state  at  Joliet. 
This  conviction  was  reviewed  on  a  writ  of 
error  issued  out  of  the  appellate  court  for 
the  second  district,  and  the  judgment  of 
conviction  was  reversed  for  two  reasons,  as 
appears  in  the  opinion  of  the  appellate 
oourt.  reported  in  87  111.  App.  128,  to  which 
respondent,  in  his  answer,  especially  refers 
for  the  information  of  the  court.  The  two 
grounds  of  reversal  were,  ( 1 )  the  refusal  of 
the  trial  court  to  require  the  people  to  ap- 
prise the  respondent,  by  a  bill  of  particu- 1 
<iO  L.  R.  A. 


lars,  more  definitely  and  particularly  of 
the  nature  of  the  accusation  against  him, 
and  (2)  that  the  state's  attorney,  in  his  ad- 
dress to  the  jury,  improperly  referred  to  the 
failure  of  the  respondent  to  testify  as  a 
witness  on  the  hearing  of  the  cause.  Re- 
spondent alleges,  in  his  answer, .  that  after 
the  reversal  of  the  judgment  of  conviction 
a  nolle  prosequi  was  entered  in  the  cause 
by  the  state's  attorney. 

We  have,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  re- 
spondent, read  the  opinion  in  that  case,  and 
have  also  read  the  testimony  taken  by  the 
respective  parties  on  the  reference  made 
under  this  petition.  The  nature  of  the 
charges  of  which  the  respondent  was  con- 
victed in  the  trial  court  in  Carroll  county 
was  that  the  two  prosecuting  witnesses,  who 
lived  in  Carroll  coimty,  and  three  other  per- 
sons who  resided  in  Chicago,  had  engaged  in 
a  scheme  for  tapping  telegraph  wires  rim- 
ning  to  a  pool  room  in  Chicago  and  inter- 
cepting and  delaying  reports  of  the  racing 
of  horses,  in  order  that  they  might  win 
money  by  betting  on  the  winning  horses, 
and  that  the  three  Chicago  conspirators 
conceived  a  plan  of  extorting  money  from 
their  Carroll  county  confederates  in  wire 
tapping  by  inducing  them  to  believe  that 
two  of  the  Chicago  confederates  had  been 
arrested  on  a  charge  of  tapping  telegraph 
wires,  and  that  the  instruments  and  appli- 
ances for  tapping  the  wires  had  been  seized 
by  the  officers,  and  that,  unless  a  large 
sum  of  money  should  be  provided  by  the 
Carroll  county  confederates,  to  be  used  in 
corrupting  the  officers  to  surrender  the 
possession  of  these  instruments  and  appli- 
ances for  tapping  the  wires,  all  of  the  con- 
federates would  be  in  danger  of  exposure, 
arrest,  and  conviction.  It  was  contended  by 
the  prosecution  that  the  respondent,  in  his 
assumed  capacity  as  an  attorney,  was  an 
actor  in  the  conspiracy  to  obtain  the  money 
of  the  Carroll  county  confederates  in  the 
wire-tapping  scheme,  and  was  to  share  in 
the  moneys  that  might  thus  be  extorted  from 
the  Carroll  county  men.  One  George  C. 
Mustin,  a  witness  on  the  trial  before  the 
jury  in  Carroll  county,  testified  that  he  was 
an  attorney  at  law  in  Chicago,  and  was  con- 
sulted by  a  friend  of  the  Carroll  county 
men;  that  the  Carroll  county  men  had 
drawn  a  draft  for  $2,100  in  response  to  a 
telephone  message  from  the  respondent  that 
that  amount  would  be  required;  that  he 
(the  witness)  induced  the  holder  of  the 
draft  to  deliver  it  to  him,  and  then  called 
upon  the  respondent  to  ascertain  the  facts 
as  to  the  alU';:e<l  necessity  of  the  payment 
of  that  sum  of  money  by  his  clients;  that 
the  respondent  told  him  that  the  story  that 
two  of  the  Chicago  conspirators  had  been 
"placed  in  the  central  station  was  a  fake;* 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1905. 


PfiOPLB  ex  rel.  Deneen  y.  Gilmobe. 


705 


that  one  of  the  Carroll  county  men  was 
hiuUy  scared,  and  would  "give  up  many 
thousands  oi  dollars  rather  than  be  pim- 
ished;"  that  the  guilt  of  the  parties  was 
-o  evident  that  they  could  not  be  defended; 
that,  if  Mastin  would  advise  his  clients  to 
give  up  the  $2,100,  he  (Mastin)  should  have 
C'Ue  third  of  it,  and  the  balance  would  be  di- 
vided between  himself  (respondent)  and  an- 
other, whom  he  did  not  name:  that  the  pay- 
ment of  $2,100  would  be  much  less  punish- 
ment than  they  would  suffer  if  they  were 
iirrt'sted  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary;  that, 
if  they  paid  the  $2,100,  they  would  be  re- 
lieved from  all  danger  of  prosecution  and 
arrest.  Mastin  substantially  repeated  these 
statements  in  his  testimony  taken  in  this 
proceeding,  and  the  respondent  testified  that 
the  conversation  as  testified  to  by  Mastin 
did  not  occur.  The  respondent  admitted 
that  he  went  to  Carroll  county,  and  had  an 
interview  with  the  conspirators  in  the  wire- 
tapping scheme  who  lived  there.  His  coun- 
sel, in  his  brief  in  this  case,  says  that  the 
respondent  in  that  interview  explained  to 
the  Carroll  county  men  that  "wire  tapping 
and  conspiracy  to  tap  wires  were  crimes; 
and  told  them  the  penalties  attached  by 
statute  to  each;  and  recited  what  Roach  and 
Vaughn  [two  of  the  Chicago  conspirators] 
had  already  told  him  about  a  detective  for 
the  Western  Union  having  taken  the  ma- 
chinery, and  suggested  that,  if  the  parties 
in  possession  of  the  machinery  and  those 
prosecuting  would  cease  their  activity  and 
give  up  the  machinery  on  payment  of  their 
losses,  the  strongest  evidence  of  guilt  would 
be  out  of  the  possession  of  the  prosecu- 
tion;" that,  "while  Gilmore  has  no  recol- 
lection of  the  sum  of  $2,000  being  men- 
tioned, the  writer  of  this  inclines  to  the 


opinion  that  Gilmore  did  express  the  opin- 
ion that  the  sum  mentioned  by  Chisholm 
would  be  sufficient."  Respondent  testified 
on  the  hearing  that  after  he  returned  to 
Chicago  he  telephoned  the  Carroll  county 
men  that  $2,100  would  be  required  to  "get 
the  machinery,"  etc. 

If  the  testimony  of  Mastin  be  true,  the 
respondent  was  guilty  as  a  party  to  the 
conspiracy  to  extort  money  from  the  Carroll 
county  confederates,  and  of  prostituting  his 
standing  and  position  as  a  member  of  the 
bar  to  the  furtherance  of  that  criminal 
purpose.  If  the  view  urged  by  the  respond- 
ent be  true,  it  would  appear  he  sought  to 
obtain  the  money  for  the  purpose  of  cor- 
rupting the  public  officers  to  surrender  the 
evidence  of  the  guilt  of  his  clients,  though 
it  seems  to  be  the  better  conclusion  to  be 
drawn  from  the  evidence  that  the  machinery 
and  appliances  for  tapping  the  wires  were 
never,  in  fact,  in  the  hands  of  the  police 
authorities.  1/  the  view  of  the  respondent 
be  accepted,  there  seems  no  escape  from  the 
conclusion  that  since  his  admission  to  the 
bar  he  has  been  guilty  of  professional  mis- 
conduct evincing  such  lack  of  personal  in- 
tegrity and  professidnal  honor  as  to  estab- 
lish that  he  is  unworthy  to  be  longer  al- 
lowed to  hold  a  place  in  the  ranks  of  an 
honorable  profession. 

The  prayer  of  t^^'i  petition  will  he  granted, 
and  judgment  wilf  be  entered  herein  order- 
ing that  tae  name  of  the  respondent  be 
stricken  from  the  roll  of  attorneys  in  this 
state,  and  also  that  the  respondent  pay  the 
costs  of  this  proceeding.  » 

Rule  made  absolute. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  April  5, 
1905. 


UNITED   STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF   APPEALS,  SIXTH  CIRCUIT. 


Robert  B.  F.  PEIRCE,  Receiver  of  Toledo^ 
St.  Louis,  &  Kansas  City  Railroad  Com- 
pany, Plff.  in  Err,, 

Edward  VAN  DUSEN. 

(24  C.  C.  A.  280,  47  U.  S.  App.  339,     78  Fed. 
693.) 

1.  A  receiver  of  a  Federal  court  in 
cltarffe  of  a  railroad  company,  who, 
by  act  Cong.  March  3.  1887,  chap.  373,  cor- 
rected by  act  August  13,  1888,  chap.  866,  Is 
required  to  manage  and  operate  the  property 
according  to  the  requirements  of  the  valid 
laws  of  the  state  In  which  It  is  situated,  in 


Note. — As    to    liability    of    receiver    for    in- 
juries   caused    by    operation    of    railroad,    see 
note  to  Turner  v.  Cross,  15  L.  R.  A.  262. 
69  L.  R.  A.  45 


the  same  manner  as  the  owner  or  possessor 
thereof  would  be  bound  to  do  if  in  posses- 
sion, is  subject  to  any  rule  prescribed  by  the 
state  imposing  on  railroad  corporations  a 
liability  for  the  negligence  of  employees  hav- 
ing superior  authority  over  other  employees. 

.  An  action  affainst  a  receiver  of  a 
railroad  corporation  is  within  the  pro- 
visions of  Ohio  act  April  2,  1890,  making 
railroad  companies  liable  in  certain  casec 
for  the  negligence  of  fellow  servants  or  em- 
ployees who  have  power  or  authority  to  di- 
rect or  control  the  one  injured. 

.  Railroad  companies  ensaared  in 
interstate  commerce  are  subject  to 
a  state  statute  making  railroad  companies 
liable  for  injuries  to  employees  on  account 
of  the  negligence  of  others  having  control  or 
direction  of  them,  so  long  as  Congress  does 
not  deal  with  that  subject. 
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4.  A  GOimtltntlonal  provision  requir- 
inflT  all  lai^'B  of  a  areneral  nature  to 
liave  a  nulfornt  operation  throughout 
the  state  la  not  violated  by  Ohio  act  April  2, 
1890»  relating  to  the  liability  of  railroad 
companies  for  Injuries  to  employees,  since  It 
applies  to  all  railroad  corporations  operating 
railroads  within  the  state,  and  to  all  of  a 
common  class  of  railroad  employees. 

5.  Keffliffence  of  a  saperior  servant 
of  a  railroad  coutpany,  causing  Injury 
to  an  employee  under  his  control,  renders 
the  employer  liable  under  Ohio  act  April  2, 
1890,  although  the  negligence  was  In  respect 
of  the  performance  of  work  of  the  kind  done 
by  the  injured  person,  and  not  in  the  per- 
formance of  any  duty  imposed  by  law  on 
the  master  personally. 

6.  A  verdict  for  damaares  ivill  not  be 
disturbed  on  writ  of  error  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  excessive,  when  the  trial 
court  did  not  disturb  it. 

'7.  Declarations  of  a  train  conductor 
tending  to  show  that  his  negligence  caused 
■an  injury  to  an  employee  whose  hand  was 
caught  between  cars  is  admissible  as  part  of 
the  rea  geatw  when  made  as  he  met  the  in- 
jured man  with  his  hand  still  bleeding,  im- 
mediately after  he  had  come  from  between 
the  cars,  and  had  walked  only  six  or  seven 
car  lengths  toward  the  engine. 

(February   2,   1897.*) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Ck)urt  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Northern  District  of  Ohio 
to  review  a  judgment  In  favor  of  plaintiff  in 
an  action  brought  to  recover  *  damages  for 
personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  negligence  for  which  defendant 
was  alleged  to  be  responsible.    Affirmed, 

The  fax^  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Har(an,  Circuit  Justice, 
and  Taft  and  Lurton,  Circuit  Judges. 

Messrs.  Brown  Sb  Geddes,  for  plaintiff 
in  error: 

The  negligence  complained  of  was  the  neg- 
ligence of  a  fellow  servant. 

The  mere  exercise  of  authority  by  one 
servant  over  another  does  not  create  the  re- 
lation of  vice  principal. 

Baltimore  d  0,  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh,  149  U.  S. 
368,  37  L.  ed.  772,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914; 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hamhly,  154  U.  S. 
360,  38  L.  ed.  1013,  14  Sup.  Cv.  Rep.  983; 
Barley  v.  Louisville  <j£  N.  R.  Co.  57  Fed. 
144;  Central  R.  Co.  v.  Keegan,  160  U.  S. 
259,  40  L.  ed.  418,  16  Sup.  a.  Rep.  269; 
Texas  &  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Rogers,  6  C.  C.  A.  403, 
13  U.  S.  App.  547,  57  Fed.  378;  McGrath  v. 
Texas  c€  P.  R.  Co.  9  C.  C.  A.  133,  23  U.  S. 
App.  86,  60  Fed.  555;  Bailey,  Master's  Lia- 
bility for  injuries  to  servant,   239   et  seq. 

The  Ohio  statute  as  to  fellow  servants  is 
confined  to  corporations  owning  or  operating 
a  railroad  in  Ohio.     Tt  does  not  apply  to 


•This  case  was  taken  to  the  Supreme  Court 
of  the  United  States,  but  settled  before  it  was 
heard  there. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


any  employer  carrying  on  any  other  kind  of 
business;  nor  to  an  individual  owning  or 
operating  a  railroad.  It  applies  only  to  a 
railroad  or  railway  corporation.  It  is  lim- 
ited to  classes  of  employers  and  employees 
which  do  not  include  either  the  plaintiff  or 
the  defendant  in  this  case.  It  does  not  ap- 
ply to  a  court  of  channory  having  possession 
of  a  railroad  property,  and  operating  the 
same  through  a  receiver. 

Henderson  v.  Walker,  55  Ga.  481;  Thur- 
man  v.  Cherokee  R.  Co.  56  Ga.  376;  Camp- 
hell  V.  Cook,  86  Tex.  630,  40  Am.  St.  Rep. 
878,  26  S.  W.  486;  San  Antonio  d  A.  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Reynolds  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  30  S.  W. 
846 ;  Central  Trust  Co.  v.  East  Tennessee,  F. 
d  G.  R.  Co.  69  Fed.  353;  Turner  v.  Cross. 
83  Tex.  224,  15  L.  R.  A.  262,  18  S.  W.  678; 
Tex<is  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.,  Collins,  84  Tex.  121, 
19  S.  W.  365 ;  Texas  d  P.  R.  Co,  v.  Cox^  145 
U.  S.  606,  36  L.  ed.  833,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
905. 

May  a  court  insert  in  a  penal  statute 
persons  not  named?  If  it  may  be  extended 
to  an  individual  operating  a  railroad  by  vir- 
tue of  his  apppintment  as  receiver  by  a 
Federal  court,  might  not  a  court  also  en- 
large the  statute  so  as  to  include  an  indi- 
vidual not  so  appointed? 

Priestman  v.  United  States,  4  Dall.  28, 

1  L.  ed.  727 ;  The  Paulina  v.  United  States, 
7  Cranch,  60,  3  L.  ed.  268;  Denn  v.  Reid, 
10  Pet.  524,  9  L.  ed.  519;  United  States  v. 
Harticell,  6  Wall.  385,  18  L.  ed.  830;  Hod- 
den V.  The  Collector  {Hodden  v.  Barney)  5 
Wall.  Ill,  18  L.  ed.  518;  Lake  County  v. 
Rollins,  130  U.  S.  662,  32  L.  ed.  1060,  » 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  651 ;  United  States  v.  Fisher, 

2  Cranch,  358,  2  L.  ed.  304;  Doggett  v.  Flori- 
da R.  Co.  99  U.  S.  72,  25  L.  ed.  301; 
People  ex  rel.  Jackson  v.  Potter,  47  N.  Y. 
375;  Hills  v.  Chicago,  60  111.  86;  Newell  v. 
People,  7  N.  Y.  97;  King  v.  Poor  Latr 
Comrs.  6  Ad.  &  El.  1 ;  Lomond  v.  Eiffe,  3  Q. 
B.  910;  Everett  v.  Wells,  2  Scott,  N.  R. 
531. 

Where  the  right  to  recover  damages  oc- 
casioned by  death  is  conferred  by  statute 
against  certain  persons  only,  the  right  caji 
be  asserted  and  enforced  against  such  per- 
sons, and  no  others. 

Chicago  d  N.  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Sturgis,  44 
Mich.  538,  7  N.  W.  213;  Shaw  v.  Clark,  49 
Mich.  384,  43  Am.  Rep.  474,  13  N.  W.  786; 
Dent  V.  Ross,  62  Miss.  188;  Detroit  v.  Put- 
nam, 45  Mich.  263,  7  N.  W.  815;  Detroit 
V.  Chaffee,  70  Mich.  80,  37  N.  W.  882;  Scott 
V.  Simons,  70  Ala.  352 ;  Lair  v.  Killmer,  25 
N.  J.  L.  522;  Swift  v.  Luce,  27  Me.  285; 
Emerson  v.  Com.  108  Pa.  Ill;  Tynan  v. 
Walker,  35  Cal.  634,  95  Am.  Dec.  152; 
Sedgw.  SUt.  &  Const.  Law,  194,  195,  263, 
266;  Turner  v.  Cross,  83  Tex.  218,  15  L. 
R.  A.  262,  18  S.  W.  578. 
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When  the  property  of  a  railroad  company 
18  in  the  hands  of  a  receiver,  who  has  full 
possession  and  entire  charge  of  its  afTairs, 
the  corporation  itself  is  not  liable  for  dam- 
age or  injury  caused  by  the  acts  ol  negli- 
gence of  such  a  receiver,  or  of  any  of  his 
agents  or  employees. 

Washington  A,  d  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Brown, 
17  Wall.  446,  21  L.  ed.  676;  Davis  ▼.  Dun- 
can, 19  Fed.  477;  20  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  387. 

The  Federal  statute  does  not  enlarge  the 
state  statute.  If  the  latter  does  not  by  its 
terms  apply  to  a  receiver,  the  Federal  stat- 
^ute  will  not  so  apply  it. 

Where  state  statutes  impose  a  liability 
upon  a  railway  company  as  owner,  which 
does  not  exist  as  against  a  receiver  of 
the  railway,  the  Federal  courts  will  not 
place  the  receiver  upon  the  same  plane 
of  liability  as  the  owner. 

Central  Trust  Co,  v.  East  Tennessee,  Y, 
d  G.  R,  Co.  69  Fed.  353;  Baltimore  Trust 
d  G.  Co.  V.  Atlanta  Traction  Co.  69  Fed. 
368;  Allen  ▼.  Dillingham,  8  G.  G.  A.  644, 
23  U.  S.  App.  167,  60  Fed.  176. 

A  state  legislature  cannot  impose  liabil- 
ities upon  a  couirt  of  chancery  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  charged  with  the  administration 
of  property  or  funds  in  the  custody  of  the 
court,  in  a  matter  governed  by  general  law. 

A  suit  against  a  receiver  is  a  suit 
against  the  receivership. 

MoNulta  V.  Lochridge,  141  U.  S.  327,  36 
L.  ed.  796,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  11. 

The  question  whether  certain  persons  are 
fellow  servants  of  an  employer  so  as  to 
preclude  one  from  recovering  against  tho. 
employer  for  injuries  caused  by  the  negli- 
gence of  the  other  is  not  a  question  of 
local  law,  but  is  one  of  general  law,  as  to 
which  the  Federal  court  will  exercise  an 
independent  judgment. 

Baltimore  d  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh,  149  U. 
S.  368,  37  L.  ed.  772,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
014. 

The  act  of  April  2,  1890  (87  Ohio  Laws, 
149),  is  in  conflict  with  S  26  of  art.  2  of 
the  Constitution  of  Ohio,  providing  that 
all  laws  of  a  general  nature  shall  have  a 
uniform  operation  throughout  the  state. 

Bixson  V.  Burson,  54  Ohio  St.  470,  43  N. 
E.  1000;  Kelley  v.  State,  6  Ohio  St.  269; 
Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  481;  Shaver  v. 
Pennsylvania  Co.  71  Fed.  931;  State  v. 
Julow,  129  Mo.  163,  29  L.  R.  A.  267,  60 
Am.  St.  Rep.  443,  31  S.  W.  781. 

Even  if  Van  Dusen  were  injured  by  the 
negligence  of  Bartley  in  the  manner  charged, 
still  ho  is  not  entitled  to  recover,  for  the 
reason  that  Bartley  was  not  negligent  in 
the  performance  of  any  duty  which  the  law 
imposed  on  the  master  personally,  but  only 
€9  L.  R.  A. 


in  respect  of  the  performance  of  work  which 
pertained  to  him  as  a  fellow  servant. 

Central  R.  Co.  v.  Keegan,  160  U.  S.  267, 
40  L.  ed.  422,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  269;  Taylor 
V.  Evansville  d  T.  H.  R.  Co.  121  Ind,  124, 
6  L.  R.  A.  584,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  372,  22 
N.  E.  876;  Justice  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  130 
Ind.  321,  30  N.  E.  303;  Crispin  v.  Babbitt, 
81  N.  Y.  516,  37  Am.  Rep.  521;  Hussey  v. 
Cooper,  112  N.  Y.  614,  3  L.  R.  A.  659,  8  Am. 
St.  Kep.  787,  20  N.  E.  556;  Holden  v.  Fitch- 
huvfj  it.  Co.  129  Mass.  268,  37  Am.  Rep.  343; 
Wilson  v.  Merry,  L.  R.  1  H.  L.  Sc.  App.  Cns. 
326;  Stockmeycr  v.  Reed,  66  Fed.  269; 
Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh,  149  U.  S. 
386,  37  L.  ed.  780,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914; 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Hambly,  154  U.  S. 
349,  38  L.  ed.  1009,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  983; 
Northern  P.  R,  Co.  v.  Peterson,^l62  U.  S. 
346,  40  L.  ed.  994,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  843. 

Plaintiff  was  permitted  to  testify  that, 
in  a  conversation  after  the  accident,  and 
after  the  plaintiff  had  got  his  hand  cut, 
and  had  walked  six  or  seven  car  lengths, 
Mr.  Bartley,  the  conductor,  said  to  him  that 
which,  plaintiff  claims,  amounted  to  ad- 
mission of  negligence  on  his  part.  That 
testimony  was  wholly  incompetent. 

Northwestern  Union  Packet  Co.  v.  Clough, 
20  Wall.  528,  22  L.  ed.  406;  Vicksburg 
d  M.  R.  Co.  v.  O'Brien,  119  U.  S.  99,  30 
L.  ed.  299,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  118;  Luby  v. 
Hudson  River  R.  Co.  17  N.  Y.  131;  Adams 
v.  Hannibal  d  St.  J.  R.  Co.  74  Mo.  663,  41 
Am.  Rep.  333;  Williamson  v.  Cambridge 
R.  Co.  144  Mass.  148,  10  N.  E.  790;  Rich- 
stain  V.  Washington  Mills  Co.  157  Mass. 
538,  32  K.  E.  908;  Cleveland,  C.  d  C.  R. 
Co.  ▼.  Mara,  26  Ohio  St.  185. 

Messrs.  Hnrd,  Bmmbaok,  A  Tliatoli- 
er,  for  defendant  in  error: 

Because  a  superior  participates  in  the 
work  with  his  subordinates,  this  in  no  wise 
detracts  from  his  authority  and  control 
over  his  subordinates. 

Berea  Stone  Co.  v.  Kraft,  31  Ohio  St. 
287,  27  Am.  Rep.  610. 

It  is  not  necessary  that  a  superior  offi- 
cer should  have  -authority  to  discharge  a 
subordinate  in  order  to  constitute  him  such 
superior. 

Moore  v.  Wabash,  St.  L.  d  P.  R.  Co.  85 
Mo.  688;  Hoke  v.  St.  Louis,  K.  d  N.  R.  Co. 
88  Mo.  360;  Dowling  v.  Gerard  B.  Allen 
d  Co.  74  Mo.  13;  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg. 
§§  226,  227. 

The  3d  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of 
March  3,  1887  (24  Stat,  at  L.  554,  chap. 
373,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  682),  au- 
thorizing suits  to  be  brought  against  re- 
ceivers of  railroads  without  special  leave 
of  the  court  by  which  they  were  appoint- 
ed, was  intended  to  place  receivers  upon 
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the  same  plane  with  railroad  companies, 
both  as  respects  their  liability  to  be  sued 
for  acts  done  while  operating  a  railroad, 
and  as  respects  the  mode  of  service. 

Eddy  V.  Lafayette,  163  U.  S.  456,  41  L. 
ed.  225,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1082;  Homahy 
V.  Eddy,  5  C.  C.  A.  560,  12  U.  S.  App.  404, 
56  Fed.  461;  Eddy  v,  Lafayette,  1  C.  C.  A. 
441,  4  U.  S.  App.  247,  49  Fed.  807;  Rouse 
V.  Hornsby,  14  C.  C.  A.  377,  32  U.  S.  App. 
Ill,  67  Fed.  219;  Rouse  v.  Harry,  55  Kan. 
589,  40  Pac.  1007;  Central  Trust  Co,  v. 
Wabash,  St,  L.  d  P.  R,  Co,  26  Fed.  12; 
Murphy  v.  Holbrook,  20  Ohio  St.  137,  6 
Am.  Rep.  633;  Campbell  v.  Cook  (Tex. 
Civ.  App.)  24S.  W.  977. 

The  Ohio  statute  is  applicable  to  the  case 
at  bar  because  of  the  provisions  of  §  2  of 
the  act  of  Congress  of  August  13,  1888,  1 
U.  S.  Rev.  Stat.  Supp.  613,  U.  S.  Comp. 
Stat.  1901,  p.  582. 

The  act  of  April  2,  1890  (87  Ohio  Laws, 
149),  is  not  unconstitutional  because  of  be- 
ing a  law  of  a  general  nature  without  a  uni- 
form operation. 

Shaver  v.  Pennsylvania  Co,  71  Fed.  931 ; 
Johnson  v.  Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  163  Pa. 
127,  29  Atl.  854;  Donald  v.  Chicago,  B. 
d  Q,  B.  Co,  93  Iowa,  284,  33  L.  R.  A.  492, 
61  N,  W.  971;  Fuller  v.  Baltimore  d  O. 
Employes'  Relief  Asso,  67  Md.  433,  10  Atl. 
237. 

Where  a  statute  does  not  relate  to  per- 
sons or  things  as  a  class,  but  to  particular 
persons  or  things  of  a  class,  it  is  special, 
as   contradistinguished    from   general,   law. 

State  ex  rel.  Lionberger  v.  Tolle,  71  Mo. 
645;  State  ex  rel,  Harris  v.  Herrmann,  75 
Mo.  340. 

Very  few  statutes  apply  equally  to  every 
person  in  the  state. 

Adler  v.  Whitbeck,  44  Ohio  St.  539,  9  N. 
E.  672;  Senior  v.  Ratterman,  44  Ohio  St. 
661,  11  N.  E.  321;  State  v.  Portsmouth 
d  C.  Tump.  R.  Co,  37  Ohio  St.  481 ;  Re  New 
York  Elev.  R.  Co,  70  N.  Y.  327;  Sandford 
V.  Poe,  60  L.  R.  A.  641,  16  C.  C.  A.  305, 
37  U.  S.  App.  378,  69  Fed.  546;  Leep  v. 
St.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  S.  R.  Co.  58  Ark.  407, 
23  L.  R,  A.  204,  41  Am*.  St.  Rep.  109,  25 
S.  VV.  75;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Porter,  38  Neb. 
226,  56  N.  W.  808:  Gulf,  C.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co.  v. 
McCown  (Tex.  Civ.  App.)  25  S.  W.  435; 
Jacksonville,  T.  d  K.  W.  R.  Co,  v.  Prior,  34 
Fla.  271,  15  So.  760;  Missouri  P.  R,  Co,  v. 
Humes,  115  U.  S.  512,  29  L.  ed.  463,  6  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  110. 

The  hazardous  character  of  the  business 
of  operating  a  railway  would  seem  to  call 
for  special  legislation  with  respect  to  rail- 
road corporations,  having  for  its  object  the 
protection  of  their  employees  as  well  as  the 
safety  of  the  public 
60  L.  R.  A. 


Missouri  P.  R,  Co,  v.  Maokey,  33  Kan. 
298,  6  Pac.  291,  127  U.  S.  205,  32  L.  ed.  107, 
8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep,  1161. 

The  legislature  is  well  justified  in  segre- 
gating railroad  employees  into  a  separate 
class  for  legislation,  for  the  reason  that  they 
are  subject  to  hazards  and  dangers  peculiar- 
ly incident  to  their  employment  (which  is  of 
a  public  nature)  ;  and,  by  reason  thereof, 
in  the  interest  of  their  welfare  and  safety, 
is  is  the  duty  of  the  legislature  to  pass 
proper  laws  for  their  protection. 

Hoben  V.  Burlington  d  M,  River  R,  Co. 
20  Iowa,  562;  Deppe  v.  Chicago,  R,  I.  d  P, 
R.  Co,  36  Iowa,  52;  Frandsen  v.  Chicago, 
R,  I,  d  P.  R.  Co,  36  Iowa,  372;  Schroeder 
V.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d  P.  R,  Co,  41  Iowa,  344; 
McKnight  v.  Iowa  d  M,  R.  Constr,  Co.  43 
Iowa,  406;  Lombard  v.  Chicago,  R,  /.  d  P. 
R,  Co.  47  Iowa,  494;  Moore  v.  Central  R. 
Co.  47  Iowa,  688 ;  Smith  v.  Humeston  d  8. 
R.  Co,  78  Iowa,  583,  43  N.  W.  645;  Missouri 
P.  R,  Co,  V.  Haley,  25  Kan.  35;  Union  P, 
R.  Co,  V.  Harris,  33  Kan.  416,  6  Pac.  571; 
Union  Trust  Co,  v.  Thomason,  26  Kan.  1 ; 
Austin  Rapid  Transit  R,  Co,  v.  Oroethe 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)  31  S.  W.  197;  Lavallee  v. 
St.  Paul,  M,  d  M.  R,  Co,  40  Minn.  249,  41 
N.  W.  974;  Johtison  v.  St.  Paul  d  D,  R,  Co. 
43  Minn.  222,  8  L.  R.  A.  419,  45  N.  W.  156; 
Smith  V.  St.  Paul  d  D.  R.  Co.  44  Minn. 
17,  46  N.  W.  149;  Steffenson  v.  Chicago, 
M,  d  St,  P,  R.  Co.  45  Minn.  355,  11  L.  R.  A. 
271,  47  N.  W.  1068. 

The  admissibility  in  evidence  of  any  dec- 
larations or  statements  made  and  relating 
to  any  act  or  accident  occurring,  or  to  any 
injury  done,  is  determined  by  the  character 
of  the  declarations  made,  and  by  certain 
limitations  of  time. 

Any  fact  or  circumstance  growing  out  of 
and  substantially  concurrent  with  the  ac- 
cident and  injury,  tending  to  show  negli- 
gence, and  to  fix  the  liability  on  the  party 
responsible  therefor;  and  every  subsequent 
fact  and  circumstance  showing  and  estab- 
lishing the  extent  of  the  injury, — are  ad- 
missible. 

Hermes  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R,  Co,  80  Wis. 
590,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  69,  50  N.  W.  684; 
Hanover  R.  Co.  v.  Coyle,  55  Pa.  396. 

Any  declarations  of  the  injured  party,  or 
of  the  master  or  his  employee,  made  at  the 
time  and  place,  as  to  the  circumstances  and 
causes  incident  and  contributing  to  the  ac- 
cident and  wrong  done,  are  admissible. 

Travellers'  Ins.  Co.  v,  Mosley,  8  Wall. 
397,  19  L.  ed.  437;  Hermes  v.  Chicago  d 
N,  W.  R.  Co,  80  Wis.  590,  27  Am.  St.  Rep. 
69,  50  N.  W.  584;  Kryser  v.  Chicago  d  (1. 
T,  R.  Co.  66  Mich.  390,  33  N.  W.  S«7 : 
OTonnor  v.  Chicago,  .1/.  d  St.  P.  /?.  Co.  ?' 
Minn.  166,  38  Am.  Rep.  288,  6  N.  W.  4SI : 
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Ward  y.  White,  86  Va.  212,  19  Am.  St.  Itep. 
883,  9  S.  E.  1021;  Vorthem  P.  R.  Co.  v. 
Urlin,  158  U.  S.  271,  39  L.  ed.  977,  15  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  840;  North  American  Acci.  Aeso. 
V.  Woodson,  12  C.  C.  A,  392,  24  U.  S.  App. 
364,  64  Fed.  691;  State  v.  Mathews,  98  Mo. 
125,  10  S.  W.  144,  11  S.  W.  1135;  Lewis  v. 
State,  29  Tex.  App.  201,  26  Am.  St.  Rep. 
720,  15  S.  W.  642;  State  v.  Molisse,  38  La. 
Ann.  381,  58  Am.  Rep.  181;  Anderson  v. 
Neio  York  dS  T,  S.  S.  Co.  47  Fed.  38;  Inter- 
national  d  O.  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Anderson,  82  Tex. 
616,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  902,  17  S.  W.  1039. 

Such  declarations  may  be  separated  from 
the  causal  act  by  a  short  lapwe  of  time  when 
there  are  connecting  circumstances. 

Travellers'  Ins.  Co.  v.  Mosley,  8  Wall.  397, 
19  L.  ed.  437;  Harriman  v.  Stowe,  57  Mo. 
93. 

There  is  no  absolute,  ironclad,  or  invari- 
able rule  of  limitation  of  time  when  such 
declarations  are,  or  are  not,  admissible. 

Rawson  y.  Haigh,  2  Bing.  99;  Ward  y. 
White,  86  Va.  212,  19  Am.  St.  Rep.  883,  9 
•S.  E.  1021;  Wharton,  Neg.  §  258;  North 
American  Acci.  Asso.  v,  Woodson,  12  C.  C. 
A.  392,  24  U.  S.  App.  364,  64  Fed.  691;  Hill 
V.  Com.  2  Gratt.  606;  Quinoy  Horse  R.  d 
Carrying  Co.  y,  Onuse,  137  111.  264,  27  N. 
E.  190 ;  Hanover  R.  Co.  v.  Coyle,  55  Pa.  402 ; 
Koetter  v.  Manhattan  Elev.  R.  Co.  36  N. 
Y.  S.  R.  611,  13  N.  Y.  Supp.  458,  Affirmed 
in  129  N.  Y.  668,  30  N.  E.  65;  Hooker  v. 
Chicago,  M.  dS  St.  P.  R.  Co.  76  Wis.  542, 
44  N.  W.  1085;  Brownell  v.  Pacific  R.  Co. 
47  Mo.  239;  Keyser  v.  Chicago  &  O.  T.  R. 
Co.  66  Mich.  390,  33  N.  W.  867 :  Omaha  d 
R.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Chollette,  41  Neb.  578, 
.'59  N.  W.  921 ;  Elledge  v.  National  Cifhi  d 
O.  R.  Co.  100  Cal.  282,  38  Am.  St.  Rep. 
290,  34  Pac.  720;  lAnderherg  v.  Crescent 
Vtw.  Co.  9  Utah,  163,  33  Pac.  692;  Wabash 
Western  R.  Co.  v.  Brow,  13  C.  C.  A.  222.  31 
IT.  S.  App.  192,  66  Fed.  941;  State  v.  Mo- 
lisse,  38  La.  Ann.  381,  58  Am.  Rep.  181: 
East  St.  Lottis  Connecting  R.  Co.  v.  Allen, 
54  111.  App.  27;  Lomsville  d  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Foley,  94  Ky.  220,  21  R.  W.  866;  Shafer  y. 
Larock.  168  Pa.  497,  29  L.  R.  A.  254,  32 
Atl.  44;  McT^od  v.  Ginther.  80  Ky.  399; 
Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  81  Md.  371, 
32  Atl.  201 ;  Louisville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  y. 
Bvck.  116  Ind.  .566,  2  L.  R.  A.  520,  9  Am. 
St.  Rep.  883,  19  N.  E.  453:  Augusta  Factory 
V.  Barnes,  72  Ga.  217,  53  Am.  Rep.  838; 
People  y.  Simpson,  48  Mich.  474,  12  N.  W. 
062:  Keyser  v.  Chicago  d  G.  T.  R.  Co.  66 
Mich.  390,  33  N.  W.  867;  Little  Rock,  M. 
R.  d  T.  R.  Co.  V.  Leveret  t,  48  Ark.  333,  3 
Am.  St.  Rep.  230,  3  S.  W.  50;  Kirhy  v.  Com. 
77  Va.  681.  46  Am.  Rep.  747;  Durkre  v. 
Central  P.  R.  Co.  6ft  Cal.  533,  58  Am.  Rep. 
562,  11  Pac.  130;  Elkins  v.  McKean,  79  Pa. 
6ft  L.  R.  A. 


501;  Entwhistle  y.  Feighner,  60  Mo.  215; 
McLeod  V.  Ointher,  80  Ky.  399;  Cleveland, 
O.  d  C.  R.  Co.  V.  Mara,  26  Ohio  St.  185; 
Union  Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  y.  Cheever,  36  Ohio 
St.  201,  38  Am.  Rep.  573. 

Five  thousand  five  hundred  dollars  is  not 
excessive  for  loss  of  a  hand. 

Murtaugh  v.  New  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co. 
49  Hun,  456,  3  N.  Y.  Supp.  483;  Chicago 
d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Wilson,  63  III.  167;  Western 
d  A.  R.  Co.  v.  Young,  81  Ga.  397,  12  Am. 
St.  Rep.  320,  7  S.  E.  912;  Silherstein  v. 
Houston,  W.  Street  d  P.  Ferry  R.  Co.  4  N. 
Y.  Supp.  843 ;  Dougherty  v.  Missouri  R.  Co. 
97  Mo.  647,  8  S.  W.  900,  11  S.  W.  251 ;  New- 
port News  d  M.  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Campbell, 
15  Ky.  L.  Rep.  714,  25  S.  W.  267. 

Harlan,  Circuit  Justice,  deliverea  the 
opinion  of  the  court : 

This  action  was  brought  by  Edward  Van 
Dusen  against  R.  B.  F.  Peirce,  as  the  re- 
ceiver of  the  Toledo,  St.  Louis,  &  Kansas 
City  Railroad  Company,  a  corporation  or- 
ganized under  the  laws  of  the  state  of  Ohio. 

The  order  appointing  Peirce  as  receiver 
was  made  by  the  court  below  in  the  suit  of 
Continental  Trust  Co.  v.  Toledo,  St.  L.  d 
K.  C.  R.  Co.  72  Fed.  92.  It  directed  the  re- 
ceiver to  operate  the  railroad,  and  do  all 
things  necessary  to  carry  on  the  business  of 
the  company.'  He  was  so  engaged  on  the 
26th  day  of  February,  1895,  when  Edward 
Van  Dusen,  the  plaintiff,  a  yard  brakeman, 
in  the  employ  of  the  receiver,  was  so  serious- 
ly and  permanently  injured  while  in  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties — ^being  himself  without 
fault — ^that  he  lost  entirely  the  use  of  his 
right  hand.  These  injuries,  it  is  alleged, 
were  caused  solely  through  the  carelessness 
and  negligence  of  one  Hugh  Bartley,  a  con- 
ductor employed  by  the  receiver,  and  under 
whose  control  and  direction  the  plaintiff 
was  placed  at  the  time  of  his  being  injured. 

The  defendant  denied  the  allegations  im- 
puting negligence  to  him,  and  denied  that 
the  plaintiff  was  without  fault. 

A  verdict  was  returned  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  for  $5,500  in  damages.  A  motion 
for  a  new  trial  having  been  made  and  over- 
ruled, judgment  was  entered  upon  the  ver- 
dict. 

The  principal  question  before  us  is  wheth- 
er the  statute  of  Ohio  passed  April  2,  1890 
(87  Ohio  Laws  p.  149),  entitled  ''An  Act 
for  the  Protection  and  Relief  of  Railroad 
Employees ;  Forbidding  Certain  Rules,  Regu- 
lations, Contracts,  and  Agreements,  and  De- 
claring Them  Unlawful;  Declaring  It  Un- 
lawful to  Use  Cars  or  Locomotives  Which 
Are  Defective,  or  Defective  Machinery  or 
Attaohmonta  thereto  Belonging;  and  Declar- 
ing  Such    Corporation   Liable,   in   Certain 
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Cases,  for  Injuries  Received  by  Its  Servants 
and  Employees  on  Account  of  the  Careless- 
ness or  Negligence  of  a  Fellow  Servant  or 
Employee," — is  applicable  to  cases  against 
the  receiver  of  a  railroad  corporation,  espe- 
cially one  acting  under  the  orders  of  a  Fed- 
eral court. 

The  1st  section  of  the  act  provides  that 
"it  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  railroad  or 
railway  corporation  or  company  owning  and 
operating,  or  operating,  or  that  may  here- 
after own  or  operate,  a  railroad  in  whole  or 
in  part  in  this  state,  to  adopt  or  promul- 
gate any  rule  or  regulation  for  the  govern- 
ment of  its  servants  or  employees,  or  make 
or  enter  into  any  contract  or  agreement  with 
any  person  engaged  in,  or  about  to  engage 
in,  its  service,  in  which,  or  by  the  terms  of 
which,  such  employee  in  any  manner,  direct- 
ly or  indirectly,  promises  or  agrees  to  hold 
such  corporation  or  company  harmless,  on 
account  of  any  injury  he  may  receive  by  rea- 
son of  any  accident  to,  breakage,  defect,  or 
insufficiency  in,  tne  cars  or  machinery  and 
attachments  thereto  belonging,  upon  any 
cars  so  owned  and  operated,  or  being  run  and 
operated  by  such  corporation,  or  company, 
being  defective,  and  any  such  rule,  regula- 
tion, contract,  or  agreement  shall  be  of  no 
effect.  It  shall  be  unlawful  for  any  corpor- 
ation to  compel  or  require,  directly  or  in- 
directly, an  employee  to  join  any  company 
asROcifltion  whatsoever,  or  to  withhold  any 
part  of  an  employee's  w^ages  or  his  salary  for 
the  payment  of  dues  or  assessments  in  any 
society  or  organization  whatsoever,  or  de- 
mand or  require  either  as  a  condition  pre- 
cedent to  securing  employment  or  being  em- 
ployed; and  said  railroad  or  railway  com- 
pany shall  not  discharge  any  employee  be- 
cause he  refuses  or  neglects  to  become  a 
member  of  any  society  or  organization. 
And  if  any  employee  is  discharged  he  may, 
at  any  time  within  ten  days  after  receiving 
a  notice  of  his  discharge,  demand  the  rea- 
son of  said  discharge;  and  said  railway  or 
railroad  company  shall  thereupon  furnish 
said  reason  to  said  discharged  employee  in 
writing.  And  no  railroad  company,  in- 
surance society  or  association,  or  other  per- 
son, shall  demand,  accept,  require,  or  enter 
into  any  contract,  agreement,  or  stipula- 
lation  with  any  person  about  to  enter  or  in 
the  employ  of  any  railroad  company  where- 
by such  person  stipulates  or  agrees  to  sur- 
render or  waive  any  riprlit  to  damages 
against  any  railroad  conii>any  tlicrp.ifter 
arising  for  personal  injury  or  death,  or 
whereby  he  agrees  to  surrender  or  waive  in 
case  he  asserts  the  same  any  other  right 
whatsoever;  and  all  such  stipulation  and 
agreements  shall  be  void,  and  every  corpo- 
ration, association,  or  person  violating,  or 
aiding  or  abetting  in  the  violation  of,  this 
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section  shall  for  each  offense  forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  person  wronged  or  deprived  of  his 
rights  hereunder  the  sum  of  not  less  than 
fifty  dollars  ($50)  nor  more  than  five  hun- 
dred dollars  ($500),  to  be  recovered  in  a 
civil  action." 

By  the  2d  section  it  is  made  "unlawful 
for  any  such  corporation  to  knowingly  or 
negligently  use  or  operate  any  car  or  loco- 
motive that  is  defective,  or  any  car  or  loco- 
motive upon  which  the  machinery  or  attach- 
ments thereto  belonging  are  in  any  maimer 
defective.  If  the  employee  of  any  such  cor- 
poration shall  recieve  any  injury  by  reason 
of  any  defect  in  any  car  or  locomotive,  or 
in  the  machinery  or  attachments  thereto  be- 
longing, owned,  and  operated,  or  being  run 
and  operated,  by  such  corporation,  such 
corporation  shall  be  deemed  to  have  had 
knowledge  of  such  defect  before  and  at  the 
time  such  injury  is  so  sustained;  and  when 
the  fact  of  such  defect  shall  be  made  to  ap- 
pear at  the  trial  of  any  action  in  the  courts 
of  this  state,  brought  by  such  employee,  or 
his  legal  representatives,  against  any  rail-  - 
road  corporation  for  damages,  on  account  of 
such  injuries  so  received,  the  same  shall  be 
prima  facie  evidence  of  negligence  on  the 
part  of  such  corporation." 

The  3d  section,  which  is  the  one  whose 
scope  and  meaning  is  involved  in  this  ac- 
tion, provides  that  "in  all  actions  against 
the  railroad  company  for  personal  injury  to, 
or  death  resulting  from  personal  injury  of, 
any  person,  while  in  the  employ  of  such  com- 
pany, arising  from  the  negligence  of  such 
company  or  any  of  its  officers  or  employees, 
it  shall  be  held,  in  addition  to  the  liability 
now'  existing  by  law,  that  every  person  in 
the  employ  of  such  company  actually  hav- 
ing power  or  authority  to  direct  or  con- 
trol any  other  employee  of  such  company,  is 
not  the  fellow  servant,  but  superior,  of 
such  other  employee;  also  that  every  per- 
son in  the  employ  of  such  company  having 
charge  or  control  of  employees  in  any  sepa- 
rate branch  or  department  shall  be  lield  to 
Ik?  the  superior,  and  not  fellow  servant,  of 
employees  in  any  other  branch  or  depart- 
ment who  have  no  power  to  direct  or  control 
in  the  branch  or  department  in  which  they 
are  employed." 

At  the  trial  below  it  was  contended  on  be- 
half of  the  plaintiff  that  the  conductor  and 
switchmen  or  yard  brakemen,  even  when  en- 
gaged together,  at  the  same  time  and  place, 
in  operating  the  same  train  of  cars,  were 
not  to  be  deemed  fellow  servants  within  the 
rule  exempting  an  employer  from  liability 
to  one  servant  for  an  injury  caused  by  the 
negligence  of  a  fellow  servant.  The  circuit 
court,  held  by  Judge  Hammond,  without  de- 
ciding this  question  as  one  of  general  law. 
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lield  that  the  case  was  governed  by  the  3d 
section  of  the  above  act  of  April  2,  1800, 
and,  consequently,  that  Bartley,  tlie  conduc- 
tor, having  power  to  direct  and  control  the 
work  in  which  Van  Dusen  was  engaged,  was 
the  superior,  not  the  fellow  servant,  of  Van 
Dusen,  and  was,  therefore,  the  reprebcntative 
of  the  receiver. 

The  contention  of  the  receiver  is  that  that 
act  by  its  terms  applies  only  to  corporations 
owning  or  operating  railroads  in  whole  or 
in  part  in  Ohio  by  their  own  officers;  and 
that  it  cannot  properly  be  construed  as  ap- 
plying to  receivers  operating  railroads  under 
the  orders  of  a  court  of  chancery.  There  are 
adjudged  cases  arising  under  statutes  simi- 
lar to  the  Ohio  statiite  which  seem  to  sus- 
tain this  contention  of  the  receiver.  Hen- 
derson V.  Walker,  55  Ga.  481;  Campbell  v. 
Cook,  80  Tex.  630,  634,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  878, 
26  S.  W.  486. 

If  the  reasoning  of  the  Georgia  and  Texas 
courts  be  applied  to  the  Ohio  statute,  it  can- 
not be  held  to  embrace  employees,  acting 
under  the  receiver  of  a  railroad  corporation. 
But,  in  our  judgment,  the  statute  is  appli- 
cable to  actions  against  receivers  of  railroad 
eorporations.  To  hold  otherwise  would  be 
to  subordinate  the  reason  of  the  law  alto- 
gether to  its  letter.  While  the  intention  of 
the  legislature  must  be  ascertained  from  the 
words  used  to  express  it,  the  manifest  rea- 
son and  the  obvious  purpose  of  the  law 
should  not  be  sacrificed  to  a  literal  inter- 
pretation of  such  words.  If  the  Ohio  stat- 
ute is  construed  as  applicable  only  to  actions 
for  personal  injuries  brought  directly 
against  railroad  corporations,  the  result 
would  be  that. in  an  action  brought  in  one 
of  the  courts  of  Ohio  the  employees  of  a  rail- 
road corporation  would  be  accorded  rights 
that  would  be  denied  in  another  action  of 
like  kind,  perhaps  in  the  same  court,  to  em- 
ployees of  the  receiver  of  a  railroad  corpo- 
ration under  exactly  similar  circumstances. 
Could  such  a  result  have  been  contemplated 
by  the  legislature  of  OhioT  We  think  not. 
The  avowed  object  of  the  statute  was  the 
protection  and  relief  of  railroad  employees. 
To  that  end,  it  declared  that  in  the  actions 
mentioned  in  it  every  person  employed  by 
the  railroad  company,  and  invested  with 
power  or  authority  to  direct  or  control  other 
employees,  should  be  deemed  the  superior, 
not  the  fellow  servant,  of  those  under  his 
direction  and  control.  The  legal  effect,  as 
well  as  the  object,  of  this  declaration  was,  in 
the  cases  specified,  to  make  the  negligence 
of  the  superior  the  negligence  of  the  com- 
pany. No  violence  is  done  to  the  ordinary 
meaning  of  the  words  of  the  statute  if  it 
be  held  that  the  legislature  had  in  mind 
actions  against  receivers  of  railroad  corpo- 
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rations,  as  well  as  actions  directly  against 
such  corporations.  The  appointment  of  a  re- 
ceiver of  a  railroad  does  not  change  the  title 
to  the  property,  or  work  a  dissolution  of  the 
corporation.  Although  the  creature  of  the 
court,  and  acting  under  its  orders,  the  re- 
ceiver, for  most  purposes,  stands  in  the  place 
of  the  corporation,  exercising  its  general 
powers,  asserting  its  rights,  controlling  its 
property,  carrying  out  the  objects  for  which 
it  was  created,  discharging  the  public  duties 
resting  upon  it,  and  representing  the  inter- 
ests as  well  of  those  who  own  the  railroad 
as  of  those  who  hav«*  claims  against  the  cor- 
poration or  its  property.  The  corporation 
remains  in  existence  notwithstanding  a 
provisional  receivership  established  by  an  or- 
der of  court;  and  for  the  purpose  of  effec- 
tuating the  will  of  the  state,  as  manifested 
by  the  act  of  1890,  an  action  against  the  re- 
ceiver arising  out  of  his  management  of  the 
property  may  be  regarded  as  one  against  the 
corporation  "in  the  hands  of,"  or  "  in  the 
possession  of,"  the  receiver.  McNulta  v. 
LoohHdge,  141  U.  S.  327,  331,  35  I.  ed.  790, 
799,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  11. 

In  Central  Trust  Co,  v.  Wabash,  8t.  L.  *£ 
P.  R.  Co,  (1886)  26  Fed.  12,  it  was  held  that 
the  statute  of  Missouri  giving  double  dam- 
ages against  "every  railroad  corporation" 
which  did  not  erect  and  maintain  fences, 
openings,  gates,  farm  crossings,  and  cattle 
guards  on  the  line  of  its  road  (the  validity 
of  which  act  was  sustained  in  Missouri  P. 
R.  Co.  V.  Humes,  115  U.  S.  512,  29  L.  ed. 

403,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  110,)  was  appli- 
cable to  a  railroad  in  the  hands  of  a  re- 
ceiver. To  the  same  effect  was  Homsby  v. 
Eddy,  5  C.  C.  A.  500,  672,  12  U.  S.  App. 

404,  50  Fed.  401,  where  the  question  was  as 
to  the  applicability  to  Federal  receivers  of  a 
railroad  of  a  statute  of  Kansas  providing 
that  "every  railroad  company"  organized  or 
doing  business  in  that  state  "shall  be  liable 
for  all  damages  done  to  any  employee  of 
such  company,  in  consequence  of  any  negli- 
gence of  its  agents,  or  by  any  mismanage- 
ment of  its  engineers  or  other  employees,  to 
any  person  sustaining  such  damage."  In 
that  case,  the  circuit  court  of  appeals  for  the 
eighth  circuit  well  said:  "It  is  clear  that, 
with  respect  to  persons  employed  by  a  rail- 
way company  as  railway  operatives,  the  stat- 
ute last  above  quoted  changes  the  rule  of 
the  common  law  that  the  master  is  not  liable 
to  a  servant  for  an  injury  sustained  in  con- 
sequence of  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  serv- 
ant. Does  the  fact  that  a  receiver  is  ap- 
pointed to  temporarily  operate  a  railroad 
forthwith  alter  the  status  of  all  of  its  em- 
ployees, and  re-establish  as  to  them  the  rule 
of  the  common  law,  so  long  as  the  receiver 
remains  in  charge  1     Viewing  the  question  in 
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the  light  of  those  considerations  of  public 
policy  which  probably  gave  birth  to  the  stat- 
ute, we  cannot  conceive  of  any  reason  why 
the  appointment  of  a  receiver  should  have 
duch  effect.  It  is  a  fact  of  which  we  may 
well  take  judicial  notice  that  great  railway 
systems,  which  employ  thousands  of  men, 
are  frequently  operated  for  a  term  of  years 
through  the  agency  of  a  receiver.  Such  re- 
ceivers do  not,  as  a  general  rule,  change  the 
working  force  of  the  road,  or  the  ru.es  and 
regulations  by  which  trains  are  run,  or  by 
which  the  other  business  of  the  road  is  trans- 
acted. The  men  whom  they  employ  are  en- 
gaged in  the  same  quasi-public  service  as 
other  railway  employees,  and  daily  encoun- 
ter the  same  risks  and  hazards.  Further- 
more the  receiver  of  a  railroad  operates  it 
for  the  immediate  benefit  of  the  company  by 
which  it  is  owned,  in  that  he  discharges  all 
of  the  public  duties  of  the  corporation,  and 
appropriates  the  income  of  its  road  to  the 
preservation  of  its  property  and  franchises, 
and  to  the  payment  of  its  debts." 

So  much  as  to  the  scope  and  true  meaning 
of  the  Ohio  statute,  without  reference  to  the 
courts  in  which  it  may  be  enforced.  If  the 
statute  means  what  we  hold  it  to  mean, 
must  not  full  effect  be  given  to  it  in  actions 
for  personal  injuries  brought  against  a  re- 
eei^dT  in  a  court  of  the  United  States? 
This  question  must  be  answered  in  the  af- 
firmative. Such  legislation  is  not  liable  to 
the  objection  that  it  encroaches  upon  Feder- 
al authority,  or  upon  the  jurisdiction  or 
power  of  the  United  States  court.  The  stat- 
ute does  nothing  more  than  to  prescribe  a 
rule  of  action  to  be  observed  by  all  within 
the  state.  The  authority  to  enact  it  is  de- 
rived from  the  general  power  of  the  state 
to  regulate  the  exercise  of  the  relative  rights 
and  duties,  and  to  provide  for  the  safety, 
of  all  persons  within  its  territorial  juris- 
diction. It  is  the  duty  of  the  Federal  court 
sitting  in  this  state  to  enforce  all  enact- 
ments having  such  objects  in  view,  unless 
they  encroach  upon  the  powers  and  author- 
ity of  the  United  States.  That  duty  arises 
out  of  the  statute  declaring  that  "the  laws 
of  the  several  states,  except  where  the  Con- 
stitution, treaties,  or  statutes  of  the  United 
States  otherwise  require  or  provide,  shall  be 
regarded  as  rules  of  decision  in  trials  at 
common  law  in  the  courts  of  the  United 
States,  in  cases  where  they  apply."  Rev. 
Stat.  §  721,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  581; 
Baltimore  d  O.  R,  Co.  v.  Camp,  13  C.  C.  A. 
233,  31  U.  S.  App.  213,  65  Fed.  952.  In- 
deed, if  Congress  had  not  so  declared,  this 
court,  upon  principles  of  comity,  and  in 
support  of  the  public  policy  of  the  state, 
might  well  recognize  and  enforce,  in  actions 
brought  against  receivers  of  railroads,  anv 
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rule  established  by  the  state  for  like  actions 
brought  against  railroad  companies. 

The  Ohio  statute  is  not  applicable  alone 
to  railroad  corporations  of  Ohio  engaged  in 
the  domestic  commerce  of  this  state,  It 
is  equally  applicable  to  railroad  corporations 
doing  business  in  Ohio  and  engaged  in  com- 
merce among  the  states  although  the  stat- 
ute, in  its  operation,  may  affect  in  some 
degree  a  subject  over  which  Congress  can 
exert  full  power.  The  states  may  do  many 
things  affecting  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions and  among  the  several  states  until 
Congress  covers  the  subject  by  national  legis- 
lation. This  principle  is  illustrated  in 
many  cases;  as  in  Cooley  v.  Port  Wardens, 
12  How.  299,  320,  13  L.  ed.  996,  1005. 
where  the  pilot  laws  of  Pennsylvania 
were  sustained,  and  were  held  to  have 
been  enacted  by  virtue  of  the  power  re- 
siding in  the  state  to  legislate,  Congress 
not  having  abrogated  them  or  established 
regulations  inconsistent  with  them;  as  in 
Sherlock  v.  Ailing,  93  U.  S.  99,  104,  23  L.  ed. 
819,  820,  where  the  court  held  that  a  st4tt- 
ute  of  Indiana,  giving  a  right  of  action  to 
the  personal  representatives  of  a  deceased 
when  his  death  was  caused  by  the  wrongful 
act  or  omission  of  another,  was  applicable 
to  the  case  of  death  resulting  from  collisions 
between  vessels  engaged  in  interstate  com- 
merce; and  in  which  case  it  was  said,  gen- 
erally, "that  the  legislation  of  a  state,  not 
directed  against  commerce  or  any  of  its  reg- 
ulations, but  relating  to  the  rights,  duties, 
and  liabilities  of  citizens,  and  only  indirect- 
ly and  remotely  affecting  the  operations  of 
commerce,  is  of  obligatory  force  upon  citi- 
zens within  its  territorial  •  jurisdiction, 
whether  on  land  or  water,  or  engaged  in 
commerce,  foreign  or  interstate,  or  in  any 
other  pursuit;"  as  in  Morgan's  L,  A  T.  R. 
d  8,  8.  Co,  V.  Board  of  Health,  118  U.  S. 
455,  463,  30  L.  ed.  237,  241,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1114,  where  a  quarantine  statute  of  Louisi- 
ana, directly  affecting  cdmmerce  among  the 
states  and  with  foreign  nations,  was  held 
not  to  be  void  as  a  regulation  of  commerce, 
but  was  valid  under  the  power  of  the  state 
to  protect  the  public  health,  and  was  to  be 
respected  until  the  system  of  quarantine 
established  by  it  was  abrogated  or  displaced 
by  Congress;  as  in  Smith  v.  Alabama,  124 
U.  S.  465,  31  L.  ed.  508,  1  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
804,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  564,  where  a  statute  of 
Alabama  was  upheld  that  required  all  loco- 
motive engineers  in  that  state,  whether  they 
served  on  trains  engaged  in  domestic  com- 
merce, or  only  on  trains  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce,  to  be  examined  and  licensed 
by  a  state  board  before  acting  as  engineers 
within  that  state;  and  as  in  NashviUe^  O. 
d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  ▼.  Alabama,  128  U.  S.  96, 
100,  32  L.  ed.  352,  354.  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep. 
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238,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  28,  in  which  the  court 
held  to  be  constitutional  a  state  enactment 
requiring  all  locomotive  engineers  to  be  ex- 
amined by  a  state  board  for  color  blindness, 
and  in  which  case  it  was  said  that  *'wher- 
ever  there  is  any  business  in  which,  either 
from  the  products  created  or  the  instrumen- 
talities used,  there  is  danger  to  life  or  prop- 
erty, it  is  not  only  within  the  power  of  the 
states,  but  it  is  among  their  plain  duties, 
to  make  provision  against  accidents  likely  to 
follow  in  such  business,  so  that  the  dangers 
attending  it  may  be  guarded  against  so  far 
as  is  practicable;"  and  which  local  enact- 
ments were  to  be  deemed  valid  until  CJon- 
gress  took  action  on  the  subject.  In  West- 
ern U,  Teleg,  Co*  v.  James,  162  U.  S.  650, 
662,  40  L.-ed.  1105,  1109,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
934,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
held  a  statute  of  Georgia  requiring  every 
telegraph  company  with  a  line  of  wires 
wholly  or  partly  within  that  state  to  re- 
ceive despatches,  and,  on  payment  of  the 
usual  charges,  to  transmit  and  deliver  them 
with  due  diligence,  under  a  named  penalty, 
to  be  a  valid  exercise  of  the  police  power  of 
the  state  in  relation  to  interstate  messages. 
The  court  said:  "While  it  is  vitally  impor- 
tant that  commerce  between  the  states 
should  be  unembarrassed  by  vexatious  state 
regulations  regarding  it,  yet,  on  the  other 
hand,  there  are  many  occasions  where  the 
police  power  of  the  state  can  be  properly 
exercised  to  insure  a-  faithful  and  prompt 
performance  of  duty  within  the  limits  of  the 
state  upon  the  part  of  those  who  are  engaged 
in  interstate  commerce.  We  think  the  stat- 
ute in  question  is  one  of  that  class,  and,  in 
the  absence  of  any  legislation  by  Congress, 
the  statute  is  a  valid  exercise  of  the  power 
of  the  state  over  the  subject." 

In  Hennington  v.  Georgia,  163  U.  S.  299, 
317,  41  L.  ed.  166,  173,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1086,  in  which  a  statute  of  Georgia  forbid- 
ding the  running  of  freight  trains  in  that 
state  on  the  Sabbath  day  was  assailed  as 
unconstitutional  when  applied  to  interstate 
commerce,  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United 
States,  upon  a  review  of  the  adjudged  cases, 
held  it  to  be  clear  that  "the  legislative  en- 
actments of  the  states,  passed  under  their 
admitted  police  powers,  and  having  a  real 
relation  to  the  domestic  peace,  order,  health, 
and  safety  of  their  people;  but  which,  by 
their  necessary  operation,  affect  to  some  ex- 
tent, or  for  a  limited  time,  the  conduct  of 
commerce  among  the  states, — are  yet  not  in- 
valid by  force  alone  of  the  grant  of  power  to 
Congress  to  regulate  such  commerce;  and, 
if  not  obnoxious  to  some  other  constitutional 
provision,  or  destructive  of  some  right  se- 
cured by  the  fundamental  law,  are  to  be 
respected  in  the  courts  of  the  Union  until 
tlipv  are  superseded  and  displaced  by  some 
69  L.  R.  A. 


act  of  Congress  passed  in  execution  of  the 
power  granted  to  it  by  the  Constitution." 

Undoubtedly,  the  whole  subject  of  the 
liability  of  interstate  railroad  companies 
for  the  negligence  of  those  in  their  service 
may  be  covered  by  national  legislation  en- 
acted by  Congress  under  its  power  to  regu- 
late commerce  among  the  states.  But,  as 
Congress  has  not  dealt  with  that  subject, 
it  was  competent  for  Ohio  to  declare  that 
an  employee  of  any  railroad  corporation  do- 
ing business. here,  including  those  engaged 
in  commerce  among  the  states,  shall  be 
deemed,  in  respect  to  his  acts  within  this 
state,  the  superior,  not  the  fellow  servant, 
of  other  employees  placed  under  his  control. 
If  the  effect  of  the  Ohio  statute  be,  as  un- 
doubtedly it  is,  to  impose  upon  such  corpo- 
rations, in  particular  circumstances,  a  lia- 
bility for  injuries  received  by  some  of  its 
employees  which  would  not  otherwise  rest 
upon  them  according  to  the  principles  of 
general  law,  that  fact  does  not  release  the 
Federal  court  from  its  obligation. to  enforce 
the  enactments  of  the  state.  Of  the  valid- 
ity of  such  state  legislation  we  entertain  no 
doubt.  In  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Maclcey, 
127  U.  S.  205,  208,  210,  32  L.  ed.  107-109, 
8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1161,  the  Supreme  Court 
had  occasion  to  consider  several  objections  to 
a  law  of  Kansas  making  railroad  companies 
liable  for  injuries  suffered  by  employees 
through  the  negligence  of  their  fellow  serv- 
ants. Replying  to  the  objection  that  such 
legislation  denies  the  equal  protection  of  the 
laws  to  railroad  companies,  in  that  it  did 
not  apply  alike  to  all  corporations,  the 
court  said :  "But  the  hazardous  character  of 
the  business  of  operating  a  railway  would 
seem  to  call  for  special  legislation  with  re- 
spect to  railroad  corporations,  having  for 
its  object  the  protection  of  their  employees 
as  well  as  the  safety  of  the  public.  The 
business  of  other  corporations  is  not  sub- 
ject to  similiar  dangers  to  their  employees, 
and  no  objections,  therefore,  can  be  made  to 
the  legislation  on  the  ground  of  its  making 
an  unjust  discrimination." 

There  is  another  view  of  this  matter, 
equally  conclusive.  By  act  Cong.  March  3, 
1887,  chap.  373  (24  Stat,  at  L.  554),  as 
amended  by  act  August  13,  1888,  chap.  866 
(25  Stat,  at  L.  433,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
p.  582),  it  is  provided: 

"Sec.  2.  That  whenever  in  any  cause  pend- 
ing in  any  court  of  the  United  States  there 
shall  be  a  receiver  or  manager  in  possession 
of  any  property,  such  receiver  or  manager 
shall  manage  and  operate  such  property  ac- 
cording to  the  requirements  of  the  valid  laws 
of  the  state  in  which  such  property  shall  be 
situated  in  the  same  manner  the  owner  or 
possessor  thereof  would  be  bound  to  do  if  in 
possession  thereof.     Any  receiver  or  manager 
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who  shall  wilfully  violate  the  provisions  of 
this  section  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor,  and  shall,  on  conviction  there- 
of, be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
$3,000,  or  by  imprisonment  not  exceeding 
one  year,  or  by  both  said  punishments,  in 
the  discretion  of  the  court. 

"Sec.  3.  That  every  receiver  or  manager 
of  any  property  appointed  by  any  court  of 
the  United  States  may  be  sued  in  respect 
of  any  act  or  transaction  of  his  in  carrying 
on  the  business  oonnected  with  such  proper- 
ty, without  the  previous  leave  of  the  court 
in  which  such  receiver  or  manager  was  ap- 
pointed; but  such  suit  shall  be  subject  to 
the  general  equity  jurisdiction  of  the  court 
in  which  such  receiver  or  manager  was  ap- 
pointed, so  far  as  tne  same  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  the  ends  of  justice." 

It  would  seem  to  be  clear  that,  under  this 
act  of  Congress,  if  a  railroad  in  the  posses- 
sion of  a  Federal  receiver  is  to  be  managed 
and  operated  according  to  the  requirements 
of  the  laws  of  the  state  in  which  the  prop- 
erty is  situated,  "in  the  same  manner  that 
the  owner  or  possessor  thereof  would  be 
bound  to  do  if  in  possession  thereof,"  such 
management  and  operation  must  be  subject 
to  any  rule  prescribed  by  the  state  imposing 
upon  railroad  corporations  liability  for  the 
negligence  of  employees  having  superior  au- 
thority over  other  employees. 

This  we  understand  to  be  the  effect  of  the 
decision  in  Eddy  v.  LafayettCf  163  U.  S. 
4r)G,  464,  41  L.  ed.  225,  228,  16  Sup.  Ct  Rep. 
1082,  in  which  the  question  arose  whether 
the  local  statutes  regulating  the  service  of 
process  against  a  railway  corporation  were 
applicable  to  actions  against  the  receivers  of 
such  corporations.  The  trial  court  and  the 
circuit  court  of  appeals  were  of  opinion  that 
the  3d  section  of  the  judiciary  act  of  March 
3,  1887,  chap.  373,  §  2  (24  Stat.  at.  L.  552, 
554,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  582),  au- 
thorizing suits  to  be  brought  against  re- 
ceivers of  railroads  without  special  leave 
of  the  court  by  which  they  were  appoint<?d, 
was  intended  to  place  receivers  "upon  the 
same  plane  with  railroad  companies,"  both 
as  respects  their  liability  to  be  sued  for 
acts  done  while  operating  a  railroad,  and 
as  respects  the  mode  of  service  of  process. 
[4  U.  S.  App:  247,  251.]  This  court  said: 
"We  concur  in  that  view,  and  in  the  con- 
clusion reached,  that  the  service  in  the  pres- 
ent case,  on  an  agent  of  the  receivers, 
was  sufficient  to  bring  them  into  court  in  a 
suit  arising  within   the  Indian   territory." 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  Ohio  statute 
is  repugnant  to  the  provision  of  the  Con- 
stitution of  Ohio  declaring  that  "all  laws 
of  a  general  nature  shall  have  a  imiforra 
operation  throughout  the  state."  Art.  2. 
§  26.  The  argument  made  in  support  of 
«?0  T..  R.  A. 


this  view  by  the  learned  counsel  for  the  re- 
ceiver may  be  thus  summarized:  That  the 
act  imposes  a  liability  for  damages  for  the 
negligence  of  fellow  servants  only  as  against 
a  railroad  company  operating  a  railroad 
within  Ohio;  that  it  confers  a  right  of  ac- 
tion only  upon  employees  of  such  railroad 
companies;  that  no  other  employer  is  sub- 
ject to  the  liability,  and  no  other  employee 
is  given  the  right;  that  the  act  selects  from 
the  general  class  of  employers  railroad  com- 
panies operating  railroads,  and  imposes  up- 
on them  a  special  burden;  that  the  act  is 
special  class  legislation,  not  uniform 
throughout  the  state,  and  applies  to  no  per- 
son or  company  engaged  in  any  other  occu- 
pation employing  servants,  although  the  oc- 
cupation be  equally '  hazardous.  Conse- 
quently, the  act  is  special  in  its  operation 
and  effect,  is  confined  to  particular  corpo- 
rations engaged  in  a  specific  business,  does 
not  cover  the  whole  subject  of  the  relations 
of  master  and  servant,  and  is  not,  there- 
fore, of  a  general  nature,  and  of  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  Constitution  of  Ohio. 

In  support  of  these  views,  counsel  have 
referred  to  Shaver  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  71 
Fed.  931,  which  was  an  action  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to 
have  resulted  from  the  negligence  of  a  rail- 
road corporation  and  its  agents.  The  de- 
fense was  that  the  plaintiff,  by  becoming  a 
member  of  an  organization  known  as  thn 
"Voluntary  Relief  Department  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Lines  West  of  Pittsburgh,"  and  ac- 
cepting the  benefits  of  said  association,  had 
agreed  that  the  railroad  company  should  be 
discharged  from  any  and  all  liability  to  him 
on  account  of  such  injuries.  The  plaintiff 
demurred  to  the  answer  upon  the  ground 
that  the  agreement  referred  to  was  invalid 
under  the  above  statute  of  Ohio  of  1890, 
which,  as  we  have  seen,  provides  in  its  1st 
section  that  "no  railroad  company,  insur- 
ance society,  or  association,  or  other  per- 
son, shall  demand,  accept,  require,  or  enter 
into  any  contract,  agreement,  stipulation, 
with  any  otner  person  about  to  enter,  or 
in  the  employ  of  any  railroad  company, 
whereby  such  person  stipulates  or  agrees  to 
surrender  or  waive  any  right  to  damages 
ngainst  any  railroad  company,  thereafter 
arising  for  personal  injury  or  death,  or 
whereby  he  agrees  to  surrender  or  waive, 
in  case  he  asserts  the  same,  any  other  right 
whatsoever;  and  all  such  stipulations  or 
agreements  shall  be  void."  etc. 

Judge  RicKS  held  that  the  contract  re- 
lied on  by  the  railroad  company  was  valid, 
and  that  the  statute  of  Ohio  declaring  it  to 
be  void  was  unconstitutional.  "The  Ohio 
statute,"  he  said,  "in  denyincr  to  the  em- 
ployees of  a  railroad  corporation  the  right 
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to  make  their  own  contracts  concerning 
their  own  labor,  is  depriving  them  of  'liber- 
ty/ and  of  the  right  to  exercise  the  priv- 
ileges of  manhood,  'without  due  process  of 
law.'  Being  directed  solely  to  employees 
of  railroads,  it  is  class  legislation  of  the 
most  vicious  character.  Laws  must  be  not 
only  uniform  in  their  application  through- 
out the  territory  over  which  the  legislative 
jurisdiction  extends,  but  they  must  apply 
to  all  classes  of  citizens  alike.  There  can- 
not be  one  law  for  railroad  employees,  anoth- 
er law  for  employees  in  factories,  and  anoth- 
er law  for  employees  on  a  farm  or  the 
highways.  Class  legislation  is  dangerous. 
Statute  intended  to  favor  one  class  often 
become  oppressive,  tyrannical,  and  proscrip- 
tive  to  other  classes  never  intended  to  be 
affected  thereby;  so  that  the  framers  of  our 
Constitution,  learning  from  experience,  wise- 
ly provided  that  the  laws  should  be  general 
in  their  nature  and  uniform  throughout 
the  state."  The  court,  elsewhere  in  its  opin- 
ion, when  considering  the  scope  of  the  con- 
stitutional provision  that  all  laws  of  a 
general  nature  shall  have  uniform  operation 
throughout  the  state,  said:  "The  act  un- 
4ler  consideration,  while  it  is  general  in 
its  nature,  applies  only  to  railroad  com- 
panies and  their  employees,  and  is  not,  there- 
fore, general  in  its  application,  and  does  not 
operate  uniformly  on  all  classes  of  citizens. 
Under  this  statute,  railroad  companies  are 
prohibited  from  making  contracts  which 
other  corporations  in  the  state  are  allowed 
to  make.  .  .  .  The  act  under  considera- 
tion is  certainly  one  which  impairs  the 
rights  of  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of 
Ohio  to  exercise  a  privilege  which  is  dear  to 
all  persons,  namely,  that  of  making  con- 
tracts concerning  their  own  labor  and  the 
fruits  thereof,  and,  so  far  as  it  relates  to 
such  contracts  already  made,  impairs  their 
validity.  The  act  seems  to  assume  that 
a  large  class  of  the  citizens  of  the  state, 
namely,  those  employed  by  railroad  corpora- 
tions, are  incapable  of  making  contracts  for 
their  own  labor." 

It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that  in 
n  case  recently  determined  by  the  supreme 
court  of  Ohio  a  contract  Ruch  as  the  one 
involved  in  Shaver's  Case  was  held  not  to  be 
interdicted  by  the  above  act  of  April  2, 
1890  (87  Ohio  Laws,  149),  and  not  to  be 
contrary  to  public  policy.  Pittsburg,  C.  C. 
d  St  L,  R.  Co.  V.  Cox,  55  Ohio  St.  497,  35 
L.  R.  A.  507,  45  N.  E.  641. 

It  is  quite  clear  from  an  examination  of 
Judge  Ricks's  opinion  that  he  intended  to 
decide  nothing  more — indeed,  the  case,  un- 
der his  view  of  the  statute,  re(|uired  nothing 
more  to  be  decided — than  that  the  part  of 
the  act  of  1890  relating  to  contracts  or  agree- 
ments, whereby  a  right  to  damages  against 
r>9  L.  R.  A. 


a  railroad  company,  arising  from  personal 
injury  or  death,  was  surrendered  or  waived 
when  the  employee  became  a  member  of  the 
relief  association  referred  to,  was  uncon- 
stitutional, as  depriving  the  employees  of 
railroad  corporations  of  their  liberty  with- 
out due  process  of  law.  He  had  no  occasion, 
in  the  case  before  him,  to  consider  tne  va- 
lidity of  the  3d  section  of  that  act.  The 
Ist  section  might  be  held  void,  leaving  the 
3d  section  in  full  force.  Even  if  the  act 
of  1890  in  the  particulars  involved  in  Sha- 
ver's Case,  and  for  the  reasons  stated  by 
Judge  Ricks,  were  held  to  be  unconstitution- 
al,— ^upon  which  question  it  is  unnecessary 
to  express  an  opinion, — ^the  statute,  in  re- 
spect of  the  matters  mentioned  in  the  3d 
section,  can  be  sustained  as  one  of  a  general 
nature,  and  having  uniform  operation 
throughout  the  state. 

This  general  question  has  been  considered 
by  the  supreme  court  of  Ohio.  In  McOill 
V.  State,  34  Ohio  St.  238,  the  court,  referring 
to  the  constitutional  provision  requiring  all 
laws  of  a  general  nature  to  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state,  said:  "A 
general  law  that  land  should  not  be  sold 
upon  execution  for  less  than  two  thirds  of 
its  appraised  value  was  excluded  from  oper- 
ation in  several  counties  by  local  enactment. 
There  were  diflferent  laws  in  different 
counties  respecting  the  descent  and  distri- 
bution of^  intestate  property.  Some  stat- 
utes defining  legal,  offenses  were  excluded 
in  their  operation  from  a  large  part  of  the 
state;  and  different  penalties  for  a  viola- 
tion of  the  same  act  were,  in  some  instances, 
provided  for  different  localities.  These  are 
examples  of  the  legislation  to  prevent  which 
in  the  future,  and  the  mischief  resulting 
from  it,  this  provision  of  the  Constitution 
was  adopted.  But  no  wider  scope  was 
claimed  for  it  than  to  guard  the  future 
against  the  evils  and  inequalities  resulting 
from  legislation  of  the  character  complained 
of."  See  also  Lehman  v.  McBride,  15  Ohio 
St.  573,  653 :  Ex  parte  Folk,  42  Ohio  St.  638. 
641 :  Costello  v.  Wyoming,  49  Ohio  St.  202. 
30  N.  E.  613. 

In  State  v.  Nelson,  52  Ohio  St.  88,  97, 
26  L.  R.  A.  317,  39  N.  E.  22,  where  the  ques- 
tion was  whether  an  act  entitled  "An  Act 
Requiring  Persons,  Associations,  and  Corpo- 
rations Owning  or  Operating  Street  Cars  to 
Provide  for  the  Well-being  of  the  Em- 
ployees"— the  act,  in  its  provisions,  being 
made  applicable  only  to  electric  sjreet  cars 
other  than  trail  cars — was  in  conflict  with 
the  constitutional  provision  requiring  all 
laws  of  a  general  nature  to  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state,  the  court 
said:  "The  act  in  question  is  clearly  of  a 
general  nature,  so  that  the  only  inquiry 
left  is  whether  it  is  of  uniform  operation 
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throughout  the  state.  And  here,  again,  it 
ifl  equally  clear  that  the  law  is  in  operation 
throughout  every  part  of  the  state,  uni- 
formly as  to  all  classes  therein  named.  Is 
this  sufficient?  Soon  after  the  adoption  of 
the  Constitution  it  was  said  by  this  court 
that  the  scope  and  purpose  of  this  section 
was  to  prevent  laws  of  a  general  nature 
from  being  in  force  in  some  counties  and  not 
in  others;  and  these  early  cases  have  been 
followed  ever  since."  Again:  "Of  late 
years  an  effort  has  frequently  been  made  to 
claim  for  this  section  of  the  Constitution  a 
wider  scope  than  to  guard  against  the 
evils  resulting  from  legislation  of  the  char- 
acter mentioned  by  Thurman,  J.,  in  Cass  v. 
Dillon,  2  Ohio  St.  607,  Scott,  J.,  in  Lehman 
v.  McBride,  Boynton,  J.,  in  McGill  v.  State, 
and  Okcy,  J.,  in  Ex  parte  Folk;  but  such 
efforts  have  uniformly  failed.  The  only 
statutes  which  have  been  declared  in  conflict 
with  this  section  of  the  Constitution  are 
statutes  making  different  classes  of  different 
parts  of  the  territory  of  the  state,  such  as 
cities,  villages,  etc.  This  section  of  the  Con- 
stitution requires  that  laws  of  a  general 
nature  shall  have  not  only  an  operation,  but 
a  uniform  operation,  throughout  the  state; 
that  is,  the  whole  «tate,  and  not  only  in  one 
or  more  counties.  The  operation  must  be 
uniform  upon  the  subject-matter  of  the  stat- 
ute. It  cannot  operate  upon  the  named 
subject-matter  in  one  part  of  the  .state  dif- 
ferently from  what  it  operates  upon  it  in 
other  parts  of  the  state.  That  is,  the  law 
must  operate  uniformly  on  the  named  sub- 
ject-matter in  every  part  of  the  state,  and 
when  it  does  that  it  complies  with  this  sec- 
tion of  the  Constitution.  That  this  is  the 
scope  and  purpose  of  this  section  appears 
from  its  language,  the  debates  of  the  con- 
stitutional convention,  and  the  imiform  con- 
struction placed  thereon  by  this  court  in 
the  cases  above  cited,  and  others  hereinafter 
referred  to.  ...  In  Adler  v.  Whitheckf 
44  Ohio  St.  539,  9  N.  E.  672,  an  effort  was 
made  to  have  the  statute  there  under  consid- 
eration declared  unconstitutional  because 
its  classiflcation  included  saloons  and  ex- 
cluded distilleries  and  breweries;  but  the 
etl'ort  failed.  A  similar  effort  was  made 
in  Senior  v.  Ratterman,  44  Ohio  St.  661,  11 
N.  E.  321,  because  wholesale  dealers  and 
manufacturers  were  not  included  within  the 
same  class :  and  the  effort  again:  failed.  A 
similar  effort  was  made  in  State  v.  Ports- 
mouth d  p.  Tump.  R.  Co.  37  Ohio  St.  481, 
as  to  the  classification  of  turnpikes;  and 
the  effort  again  failed.  .  .  .  The  scope 
and  force  of  this  section  of  our  Conntitution 
being  as  herein  indicated,  it  is  clear  that 
the  statute  in  question  is  not  in  conflict 
therewith.  The  statute  is  in  operation  in 
every  part  of  the  state,  and  operates  uni- 
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formly  upon  the  classes  of  persons  therein 
designated  in  every  part  of  the  state.  The 
act  is  clearly  authorized  as  a  police  regula- 
tion to  protect  the  health  and  promote  the 
comfort  of  those  engaged  in  operating 
electric  cars." 

The  question  under  consideration  is  some- 
what like  that  presented  in  Harwood  v. 
Wenttoorth,  162  U.  S.  547,  563,  40  L.  ed. 
1069,  1074,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  890.  There  the 
question  was  whether  an  act  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  Arizona  fixing  the  compensation  of 
county  officers,  and  for  that  purpose  classi- 
fying the  counties  of  the  state  according  to 
the  assessed  valuation  of  property  in  each 
county,  was  a  local  or  special  act.  If  so,  it 
was  void,  as  repugnant  to  an  act  of  Congress 
declaring  that  the  legislatures  of  the  terri- 
tories shall  not  pass  local  or  special  laws 
in  certain  cases.  The  practical  effect  of 
the  act  was  to  establish  higher  salaries  for 
the  particular  officers  named  in  some  coun- 
ties than  for  the  same  class  of  officers  in 
other  counties.  "But,"  the  Supreir.e  Court 
said,  "that  does  not  make  it  a  local  or  spe- 
cial law.  The  act  is  general  in  its  operation; 
it  applies  to  all  counties  in  the  territory; 
it  prescribes  a  rule  for  the  stated  compensa- 
tion of  certain  public  officers;  no  officer  of 
the  classes  named  is  exempted  from  its 
operation;  and  there  is  such  a  relation  be- 
tween the  salaries  fixed  for  each  class  of 
counties,  and  the  equalized  assessed  valua- 
tion of  property  in  them,  respectively,  as  to 
show  that  the  act  is  not  local  and  special 
in  any  just  sense,  but  is  general  in  its  ap- 
plication to  the  whole  territory,  and  de- 
signed to  establish  a  system  for  compensat- 
ing county  officers  that  is  not  intrinsically 
unjust,  nor  capable  of  being  applied  for 
purposes  merely  local  or  special." 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  pursu? 
this  subject  further.  We  think  it  clear 
that  the  Ohio  statute  is  not  obnoxious  to 
the  constitutional  provision  requiring  all 
laws  of  a  pfonoral  nature  to  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state.  As  it  ap- 
plies to  all  railroad  corporations  operating 
railroads  within  the  state,  it  is,  within  the 
meaning  of  the  state  Constitution,  general 
in  its  nature;  and,  as  it  applies  to  all  of  a 
given  class  of  railroad  employees,  it  oper- 
ates uniformly  throughout  the  state. 

It  is  next  contended  by  the  plaintiff  in 
error  that,  if  Van  Dusen  was  injured  by 
the  negligence  of  Bartley,  the  conductor,  he 
is  not  entitled  to  recover,  for  the  reason  that 
the  latter  was  not  negliofent  in  the  perform- 
ance of  any  duty  imposed  by  law  on  the  mas- 
ter personally,  but  only  in  respect  to  the  per- 
formance of  work  pertaining  to  him  and 
other  employees  in  the  same  work.  The 
principal  authorities  cited  in  support  of  this 
view   are   Central   R.    Co.  v.   Keegan,    160 
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U.  S.  259,  40  L.  ed.  418,  16  Sup.  Ct.  llep. 
269,  and  Stockmeyer  v.  Reedy  55  Fed.  259. 

If  this  contention  were  sustained,  the  stat- 
ute of  Ohio  would  be  deprived  of  all  practi- 
•cal  value,  and  the  manifest  object  of  the 
legislature  in  passing  it  would  be  defeated. 
The  Keegan  and  Stockmeyer  Cases  enforced 
the  general  rule  that  a  foreman  or  superin- 
tendent of  a  body  of  employees  doing  a  par- 
ticular service  was  a  fellow  servant  of  those 
under  him.;  and,  consequently,  the  oonunon 
employer  was  not  liable  to  one  of  them  for 
the  negligence  of  the  other.  The  very  object 
of  the  statute  before  us  was  to  prevent  the 
application  of  that  rule  in  Ohio  as  between 
a  railroad  company  and  its  employees. 
Hence  it  declared  that  every  person  in  the 
-employ  of  a  railroad  company,  "having  pow- 
er or  authority  to  direct  or  control  any  other 
employee  of  such  company,  is  not  the  fel- 
low servant,  but  the  superior,  of  such  other 
•employee,"  If,  by  force  of  the  statute, 
Bartley  was  not  a  fellow  servant,  but  the 
superior,  of  Van  Dusen,  he  did  not  become, 
witHin  the  meaning  of  the  statute,  a  fellow 
servant  simply  because  he  did  some  work 
of  the  kind  done  by  Van  Dusen.  The  ob- 
ject of  the  statute  was  to  make  one  to  whom 
is  committed  by  a  railway  company  the  au- 
thority to  direct  and  control  employees  in 
the  same  service  the  representative,  in  re- 
spect of  that  service,  of  the  common  employ- 
er, so  that  his  acts,  within  the  scope  of  his 
employment,  are  the  acts  of  the  company, 
and  his  negligence  its  negligence. 

That  the  evidence  was  such  as  to  require 
the  submission  of  the  question  of  negligence 
to  the  jury  is,  in  our  judgment,  too  mani- 
fest to  require  discussion.  Indeed,  so  far 
from  there  being  no  proof  to  support  the  al- 
legation of  negligence,  the  preponderance  of 
evidence  on  that  issue  was  with  the  plaintiff. 

It  is  said  that  the  damages  found  were 
excessive,  and  that  the  judgment  below 
should,  for  that  reason,  be  reversed.  That 
was  a  question  for  the  consideration  of  the 
trial  court  on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial. 
Upon  a  writ  of  error  this  court  can  deal 
•only  with  questions  of  law.  If  there  was  a 
case  of  disputed  facts  upon  which  the  plain- 
tiff was  entitled  to  go  to  the  jury, — ^as  un- 
doubtedly there  was, — it  was  for  the  jury 
to  assess  the  damages;  and,  if  the  trial 
•court  did  not  disturb  the  verdict  upon  the 
ground  that  the  damages  were  excessive, 
that  was  the  end  of  the  question  of  damages. 
As  that  court  laid  down  no  rule  for  the 
assessment  of  damages  that  was  erroneous 
in  law,  this  court  is  without  power  to  revise 
the  judgment  in  respect  of  the  amount  of 
damages.  It  is  restricted  in  its  c^msi der- 
ation of  the  case  to  questions  of  law.  Neto 
York  G.  &  //.  «.  R.  Co,  v.  Fraloff,  100  U. 
S.  24,  31,  25  L.  ed.  531,  534. 
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It  is  alleged  that  error  was  committed  in 
permitting  plaintiff,  against  the  objection  of 
the  defendant,  to  prove  what  Bartley,  tne 
conductor,  said  just  after  the  plaintiff  was 
injured.  The  conductor  and  those  imder 
him  were  very  near  each  other  during  the 
performance  of  the  work  committed  to  them. 
Van  Dusen  testified  that  his  hand  was 
caught  and  held  fast  while  the  car  that 
mashed  it  backed  up  5  or  10  feet.  Getting 
his  band  out  as  soon  as  the  car  backed,  he 
came  from  between  the  cars,  and  walked  to- 
wards the  engine,  holding  his  hand  up.  The 
engineer  got  off  the  engine,  and,  with  Bart- 
ley, came  towards  Van  Dusen.  Being  asked 
how  long  after  the  accident  before  Bartley 
met  him.  Van  Dusen  said:  "It  was  not  a 
minute, — ^that  is,  a  minute  after  I  got  my 
hand  out  and  walked  towards  the  engine:" 
and  that  it  may  have  been  "six  or  seven  car 
lengths"  before  he  met  Bartley.  Being  asked 
what  Bartley  said  to  him  at  that  time,  the 
question  was  objected  to;  but  the  court  per- 
mitted him  to  answer,  upon  the  ground  that 
it  came  "within  the  rule  of  the  res  gestw" 
and  mat  "what  was  said  by  this  plaintiff 
and  what  was  said  by  the  engineer  or  by 
the  conductor  in  the  very  doing  of  this 
thing  is  a  part  of  the  thing  itself."  The 
plaintiff  answered:  "Well,  I  asked  Mr. 
Bartley  what  in  the  w^orld  he  was  trying  to 
do,  coming  back  on  me  the  second  time 
without  saying  anything  about  making  a 
second  cut.  He  said:  *Ed,  I  am  sorry.  I 
was  going  to  put  this  car  on  the  elevator 
track.  When  I  backed  up>  I  did  not  see 
you.  I  did  not  know  just  where  you  was 
until  I  heard  you  holler.' " 

We  are  of  opinion  that  this  evidence  was 
properly  admitted.  Its  exclusion  was  not 
required  by  the  rule  that  "an  act  done  by  an 
agent  cannot  be  varied,  qualifled,  or  ex- 
plained, either  by  his  declarations  which 
amount  to  no  more  than  a  mere  narrative  of 
a  past  occurrence,  or  by  an  isolated  conver- 
sation held,  or  an  isolated  act  done,  at  a 
later  period."  Northwestern  Union  Packet 
Co.  v.  Clough,  20  Wall.  528,  540,  22  L.  ed. 
406,  408.  The  case  is  rather  covered  by  the 
rule  formulated  by  Grcenleaf  (1  Greenl.  Ev. 
14th  ed.  §  113),  and  sanctioned  by  the 
Supreme  Court  in  Vickshurg  d  M.  R.  Co.  v. 
O'BHen,  119  U.  S.  99,  105,  30  L.  ed.  299, 
301,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  118,  namely:  "The 
party's  own  admission,  whenever  made,  may 
be  given  in  evidence  against  him;  but  the 
admission  or  declaration  of  his  agent  binds 
him  only  when  it  is  made  during  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  agency  in  regard  to  a  trans- 
action then  depending,  et  dum  fervet  opus. 
It  is  because  it  is  a  verbal  act,  and  part  of 
the  res  gestce,  that  it  is  admissible  at  all, 
and  therefore  it  is  not  necessary  to  call  the 
agent  to  prove  it;   but  w^herever  what  he 
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did  is  admissible  in  evidence,  there  it  is 
competent  to  prove  what  he  said  about  the 
act  while  he  was  doing  it." 

Judge  Hammond,  in  an  opinion  overrul- 
ing the  motion  for  a  new  trial,  properly  de- 
scribed the  situation  when  he  said  that  the 
conductor  "almost  immediately,  and  while 
the  cars  were  moving,  or  had  just  stopped, 
and  while  the  plaintiff  was  bleeding  from  the 
injury  at  that  moment  received,  described 
his  own  part  in  bringing  about  the  motion 
that  effected  the  injury."  The  rule  insisted 
upon  for  the  exclusion  of  sudi  declarations 
would,  he  said,  "exclude  everything  from  the 
re8  gestof  which  did  not  occur  on  the  very 
instant  of  the  grinding  of  the  flesh  and  bones 
by  the  colliding  car."  In  0*Brien*8  Case  the 
question  was  as  to  the  admissibility  of  cer- 
tain declarations  of  a  railroad  engineer  as  to 
the  rate  of  speed  at  which  his  train  was 
moving  at  the  time  of  the  accident.  The 
court  said:  "Although  the  speed  of  the  train 
was,  in  some  degree,  subject  to  his  control, 
still  his  authority,  in  that  respect,  did  not 
carry  with  it  authority  to  make  declara- 
tions or  admissions  at  a  subsequent  time  as 
to  the  manner  in  which,  on  any  particular 
trip,  or  at  any  designated  point  in  his  route, 
he  had  performed  his  duty.  His  declara- 
tion, after  the  accident  had  become  a  com- 
pleted fact,  and  when  he  was  not  performing 
the  duties  of  engineer,  that  the  train,  at  the 
moment  the  plaintiff  was  injured,  was  being 
run  at  the  rate  of  18  miles  an  hour,  was 
not  explanatory  of  anything  in  which  he  was 
then  engaged.  It  did  not  accompany  the 
act  from  which  the  injuries  in  question 
arose.  It  was,  in  its  essence,  the  mere  nar- 
ration of  a  past  occurrence,  not  a  part  of 
the  res  gestcB, —  simply  an  assertion  or  rep- 
resentation, in  the  course  of  conversation,  as 
to  a  matter  not  then  pending,  and  in  respect 
to  which  his  authority  as  engineer  had  been 
fully  exerted." 

We  recognize  the  difficulty  of  laying  down 
a  rule  upon  this  subject  that  would  apply  in 
every  case.  But  we  do  not  doubt  that,  both 
upon  principle  and  authority,  the  declara- 
tions of  Hartley,  tending  to  show  that  the 


injury  to  Van  Dusen  was  to  be  attributed 
to  his  (Hartley's)  negligence,  were  admis- 
sible in  evidence  as  part  of  the  res  gestce.^ 
These  declarations  cannot  properly  be  char- 
acterized as  hearsay,  for  they  really  accom- 
panied the  transaction  out  of  which  arose 
the  injury.  The  principal  matter  was  the 
doing  of  certain  work  under  the  supervi- 
sion of  one  having  authority  to  control  those 
engaged  in  it.  The  statements  of  the  con- 
ductor were  made  while  the  work  was  in 
progress,  while  the  plaintiff  was  assisting 
him,  and  in  presence  of  the  fact  necessary 
to  be  explained.  They  illustrated  what  had, 
up  to  the  moment  of  such  statements,  been 
done  by  him  in  the  prosecution  of  the  work. 
What  the  conductor  and  Van  Dusen  set  out 
together  to  do  was  not  completed,  and  what 
the  former  said  was  almost  simultaneoua 
with  the  doing  of  the  thing  causing  the  in- 
jury. The  infliction  of  the  injury  and  his 
explanation  of  his  conduct  were  so  dose 
together  that  they  may  be  said  to  have  oc- 
curred at  the  same  time.  His  declarations, 
therefore,  were  not,  in  any  proper  sense,  a 
mere  narrative  of  past  occurrences ;  but  were 
part  of  the  occasion  out  of  which  the  plain- 
tiff's cause  of  action  aro^.  They  served  to 
disclose  the  nature  and  quality  of  the  slcU 
in  question;  and  were  made  under  circum- 
stances precluding  the  possibility  of  premed- 
itation, design,  or  deliberation  on  the  part  of 
the  conductor.  They  were  made  on  the  spot 
where  the  injury  occurred.  To  exclude  them 
would  be  to  make  their  admissibility  in  evi- 
dence depend  wholly  upon  the  matter  of 
time,  although  the  circumstances  show  such 
direct  and  immediate  connection  between  the 
thing  done  and  the  declarations  of  the  per- 
son having  such  thing  in. charge  as  to  justi- 
fy the  court  in  characterizing  the  trans- 
action as  one  continuous,  uncompleted  trans- 
action, and  such  declarations  to  be  part  of 
it. 

Having  considered  all  the  matters  pre- 
sented by  the  record  which,  in  our  judgment, 
require  consideration,  and  perceiving  no  er- 
ror of  law  in  the  record,  the  judgment  ie 
affirmed. 


•Delaware,  L.  d  W,  R.  Co.  v.  Aahley,  14  C.  C. 
A.  368,  28  U.  S.  App.  876,  67  Fed.  209 ;  Union 
Cent.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Cheever,  36  Ohio  St.  201, 
207,  38  Am.  Rep.  573 ;  Keyser  v.  Chicago  d  O. 
T.  R.  Co.  06  Mich.  300,  33  N.  W.  867 ;  RockweU 
V.  Taylor,  41  Conn.  55,  59  ;  Waldete  v.  New  York, 
C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  95  N.  Y.  274,  47  Am.  Rep. 
41 ;  Hanover  R.  Co.  v.  Coyle,  55  Pa.  402 ;  Lund 
V.  Tyngtborough,  9  Ciish.  36 ;  Qnincy  Borte  R. 
d  Carrying  Co.  v.  Gnuae,  137  111.  264,  27  N.  E. 
190 ;  Hermee  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  80  Wis. 
590,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  69,  50  N.  W.  584 :  Hooker 
V.  Chicago,  M.  d  8t,  P.  R.  Co.  76  Wla  542,  44 
69  L.  R.  A. 


N.  W.  1085;  Hill  v.  Com.  2  Gralt.  594,  605; 
Ellcdgo  V.  yational  City  d  0.  R.  Co.  100  Csl. 
282,  38  Am.  St.  Rep.  290,  34  Pac.  720;  Btate 
V.  MolUae,  38  La.  Ann.  381,  58  Am.  Rep.  181 : 
MoLeod  V.  Ointher,  80  Ky.  399;  LouieviUe  d 
N.  R.  Co.  y.  Foley,  94  Ky.  220,  21  8.  W.  866; 
Shafer  v.  Laoock,  168  Pa.  497,  32  Ati.  44: 
Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  State,  81  Md.  371.  82 
Atl.  201 ;  Louiaville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  ^.  Buek. 
116  Ind.  506,  2  L.  R.  A.  520.  9  Am.  h^.  Rep. 
883.  19  N.  E.  453;  Brournell  v.  Pavifio  R.  Co. 
47  Mo.  289. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1905. 


Watson  v.  Mebbill. 


710 


UNITED   STATES   CIRCUIT   COURT  OF  APPEALS,   EIGHTH  CIRCUIT. 


W.  W.  WATSON,  Appt, 

V. 

J.    J.    MERRILL,    Trustee,    etc.,   of    P.    A. 
Brown,   Bankrupt. 

(136  Fed.  359.) 

*1.  Rents  ^rhicli  tbe  bankrupt  bad 
aflrreed  to  pay  at  times  snbseQnent 
to  tbe  fllingr  of  tbe  petition  In  bank- 
ruptcy do  not  constitute  a  provable  claim 
under  the  bankruptcy  law  of  1898,  because 
they  are  not  a  "fixed  liability  .  .  .  abso- 
lutely owing  at  the  time  of  the  filing  of  the 
petition  against  him,"  and  because  they  do 
not  constitute  an  existing  demand ;  but  both 
the  existence  and  the  amount  of  the  possible 
future  demand  are  contingent  upon  future 
events,  such  as  default  of  lessee,  re-entry  of 
lessor,  and  assumption  by  trustee,  so  that 
they  neither  form  the  basis  of  an  unliqui- 
dated, nor  of  a  liquidated,  provable  claim. 
Act  July  1,  1898,  chap.  541,  {  63,  els.  a,  b. 

2.  Damaares  for  tbe  breacb  of  a  con- 
traet  of  tbe  bankrupt  to  pay  rents 
at  times  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  the  peti- 
tion In  bankruptcy  do  not  constitute  a  prov- 
able claim,  for  the  same  reason  that  the 
claim  for  the  rents  Is  not  provable. 

A.  Tbe  retal^inar  of  tbe  premises  by 
tbe  lessor  releases  tbe  lessee  from 
payment  of  all  subsequently  accruing  rents, 
unless  the  coBtract  expressly  provides  other- 
wise. 

4.  Tbe  trustee  in  bankruptcy  bas  tbe 
option  to  assume  or  renounee  tbe 
leases  and  other  executory  contracts  of  the 
bankrupt,  as  be  may  deem  for  tbe  best  inter- 
est of  the  estate. 

6.  An  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  ab- 
solves tbe  bankrupt  from  no  agree- 
ment, terminates  no  contract,  and  dis- 
charges no  liability. 

6.  An  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  in 
a  case  in  ivbicb  tbere  ^ras  no  rent 
due  at  tbe  time  of  tbe  fllingr  of  tbe 
petition  in  bankruptcy  does  not  constitute 
a  breach  at  that  time  of  the  covenants  of  the 
bankrupt  In  his  lease  to  pay  rents  accruing 
thereafter. 

(March  18,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  petitioner  from  a  decree  of 
the  District  Court  of  the  United  States 
for  the  District  of  Kansas  reversing  an  or- 
der of  the  referee  in  bankruptcy  allowing  a 
claim  for  alleged  breach  of  contract.  Af- 
firmed. 

Statement  by  Sanboniy  Circuit  Judge: 
This  is  an  appeal  from  a  decree  of  the 

*Headnotes  by  Sanbobn,  Circuit  Judge. 

NoTB. — On  the  question  whether  claims  for 
unaccrued  rents  are  fixed  liabilities  which  may 
^  proved  in  bankruptcy  proceedings,  see  also, 
in  this  series,  Atkins  v.  Wilcox,  53  L.  R.  A. 
118.  and  cases  in  note  to  Cobb  v.  Overman,  54 
L.  R.  A.  874. 
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district  court,  sitting  in  bankruptcy,  whicli 
reversed  an  order  of  the  referee,  that  the 
appellant,  Watson,  should  be  allowed  a 
claim  of  $1,437.50  for  damages  for  the 
breach  by  P.  A.  Brown,  by  means  of  his  ad- 
judication as  a  bankrupt,  of  a  lease  which 
he  had  taken  from  the  appellant.  On  May 
1,  1902,  Brown  leased  of  Watson  a  store- 
room in  a  building  about  to  be  erected  for 
a  term  of  ten  years  from  October  1,  1902, 
and  agreed  to  pay  a  monthly  rental  of 
$60  in  advance  during  the  term.  He  paid 
this  rent  to  March  1,  1903.  On  February  G, 
1903,  a  petition  in  bankruptcy  was  filed 
against  him,  and  receivers  were  appointed, 
who  took  possession  of  his  personal  prop- 
erty in  the  rented  premises.  On  April  2, 
1903,  he  was  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  and  a 
trustee  was  appointed.  On  March  2,  1903, 
Watson  and  Brown  made  a  written  contract 
which  recited  that  it  had  become  impos- 
sible for  Brown  to  comply  with  the  terms 
of  his  lease,  and  that  he  was  obligated  to 
his  lessor  thereby  in  the  sum  of  $6,900, 
and  in  which  he  acknowledged  himself  to 
be  indebted  to  Watson  in  the  sum  of  $2,300, 
and  surrendered  to  him  all  his  rights  and 
privileges  under  the  lease;  while  Watson, 
by  the  same  contract,  released  Brown  from 
any  further  obligation  to  pay  rent  for  the 
leased  premises.  Afterwards  Watson  filed 
his  proof  of  claim  for  $2,300  against  the 
estate  of  Brown,  which  was  founded  on  the 
lease  and  on  the  contract  of  March  2,  1903. 
He  also  filed  a  petition  for  the  liquidation 
of  this  claim,  in  which  he  alleged  that  he 
had  incurred  extraordinary  expense  in  the 
construction  of  the  building  in  expectation 
of  the  rental,  that  the  rental  value  of  the 
premises  was  only  $40  per  month,  and  that 
he  had  sustained  damages  to  the  amount 
of  $20  per  month  from  March  1,  1902,  until 
the  end  of  the  term  of  the  lease,  which 
amounted  in  the  aggregate  to  $2,300.  The 
referee  found  the  rental  value  of  the  prem- 
ises to  be  $47.50  per  month,  and  allowed 
the  claim  of  Watson  for  $1,437.50  for  dam- 
ages for  a  breach  of  the  lease.  Upon  a 
petition  for  a  review,  the  district  court  re- 
versed this  decision,  and  directed  the  referee 
to  disallow  the  claim. 

Argued  before  Sanborn  and  Van  Devanter, 
Circuit  Judges,  and  Philips,  District  Judge. 

Mr.  David  Ritohie,  for  appellant: 

The  institution  of  proceedings  in  bank- 
ruptcy dissolves  all  of  the  contractual  re- 
lations of  the  bankrupt. 

Re  Jefferaony  2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  206,  9:^ 
Fed.  948;  Bray  v.  Cobb,  3  Am.  Bankr.  R^p. 
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788,  100  Fed.  270;  Re  Fays,  F.  d  W.  Co. 
117  Fed.  879. 

Then  it  must  create  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract, and,  the  adjudication  relating  back 
to  the  filing  of  the  petition,  the  breach  of 
the  contract  occurs  simultaneously  with 
the  commencement  of  the  bankrupt  pro- 
ceedings; and  the  cause  of  action  arising 
for  the  breach  of  the  contractual  relation- 
ship between  the  bankrupt  and  the  claim- 
ant also  arises  simultaneously  with  the  in- 
stitution   of    the    bankruptcy    proceedings. 

Re  8mft,  50  O.  C.  A.  284,  112  Fed.  315. 

All  damages  may  be  recovered  that  may 
have  accrued  by  reason  of  this  breach  of 
the  contract  now. 

Rochm  V.  Horst,  178  U.  S.  1,  44  L.  ed. 
053,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  780;  Re  Stern^ 
54  C.  C.  A.  60,  116  Fed.  604;  Re  Frederick 
L.  Grant  Shoe  Co,  66  C,  C.  A.  78,  130  Fed. 
881;  Schrandt  v.  Young y  2  Herdman  (Neb.) 
546,  89  N.  W.  607;  Rule  v.  McGregor,  117 
Iowa,  419,  90  N.  W.  811. 

Messrs.  H.  C.  Tobey,  IXT.  S.  MoClin- 
took,  I.  J.  Rinsolsky,  and  Tltoinai  I<. 
Bond,  for  appellee: 

The  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  of  the 
tenant  did  not  terminate  the  contract  of 
lease. 

Re  Ells,  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  360.  98  Fed. 
967;  Re  Mitchell,  8  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  324, 
116  Fed.  89;  Re  PennetDcll,  65  C.  C.  A. 
571,  9  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  490,  119  Fed.  139; 
Re  Collignon,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  260;  Re 
Curtis,  109  La.  Ann.  171,  9  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
286,  94  Am.  St  Rep.  445,  33  So.  125; 
Witthaus  V.  Zimmerman,  91  App.  Div.  202, 
11  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  314,  86  N.  Y.  Supp. 
315;  White  v.  Grif/ing,  44  Conn.  437;  16 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed,  p.  776 ;  Beach, 
Modern  Law  of  Contracts,  §  407 ;  Re  Wehh, 
6  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  302,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
17,315;  Re  Mahler,  3  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  39,  105 
Fed.  428. 

The  lessor,  by  his  own  act,  terminated 
the  lease,  and  not  the  adjudication  in  bank- 
ruptcy. 

Re  Amstein,  101  Fed.  706;  Ea  parte 
Houghton,  1  Low.  Dec.  554,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
6,725. 

Appellant's  claim  is  one  for  future  rent, 
and  as  such  is  not  provable  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy act. 

Re  Mahler,  3  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  39,  105  Fed. 
432;  Re  Amstein,  101  Fed.  706;  Re  Hev- 
enor,  144  N.  Y.  271,  39  N.  E.  393;  DeofW 
V.  Caldwell,  127  Mass.  242;  Atkins  v.  Wil- 
cox, 53  L.  R.  A.  118,  44  C.  C.  A.  626,  3  N. 
B.  N.  Rep.  497,  105  Fed.  595;  Fidelity  Safe 
Deposit  d  T.  Co.  v.  Armstrong,  35  Fed.  567; 
Brown  v.  Schleier,  55  C.  C.  A.  475,  118 
Fed.  981;  Re  Curtis,  109  La.  171,  9  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  286,  94  Am.  St.  Rep.  446,  33 
So.  125. 
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Saabom,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

The  contention  of  counsel  for  the  appel- 
lant is  that  the  claim  of  the  lessor  is  not  for 
rents  which  were  payable  after  the  petition 
for  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  was  filed, 
but  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract in  the  lease  to  pay  these  rents;  that 
the  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  dissolves 
all  contractual  relations  of  the  bankrupt 
at  the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  petition 
in  bankruptcy  {Re  Jefferson,  2  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  206,  93  Fed.  948;  Bray  v.  Cohh,  3  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  788,  100  Fed.  270;  Re  Hays, 
F.  d  W.  Co.  117  Fed.  879);  that  the  dis- 
eolutioh  of  a  contractual  relation  is  a 
breach  of  the  contract;  and  that,  for  the 
breach  of  the  contract  to  pay  the  rents 
accruing  subsequent  to  the  filing  of  the  peti-' 
tion,  a  claim  for  damages  may  be  allowed 
in  bankruptcy  {Re  Swift,  50  C.  C.  A.  264, 
112  Fed.  315;  Re  Stem,  54  C.  C.  A.  60,  116 
Fed.  604;  Re  Frederick  L.  Grant  Shoe  Co. 
66  C.  C.  A.  78,  130  Fed.  881). 
•  It  is,  however,  the  nature  of  the  daim, 
and  not  the  name  which  is  applied  to  it,  that 
conditions  its  provability  in  bankruptcy. 
Watson's  claim  was  for  $20  of  the  $60  per 
month  which  the  lessee  had  agreed  to  pay 
him  for  rent  of  the  leasM  premises  for 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  months  af£er  the 
petition  in  bankruptcy  was  filed.  In  reality, 
his  claim  was  for  the  entire  $60  per  month, 
but  he  had  received  by  the  surrender  to 
him  of  the  premises  by  Bro¥m  under  theii 
contract  of  March  2,  1903,  and  had  credited 
to  him,  the  rental  value  of  the  premises, 
$40  per  month,  so  that  the  rent  which  he 
claimed  remained  unpaid  was  but  $20  for 
each  month. 

At  the  close  of  the  hearing  the  referee 
found  that  the  rental  value  of  the  premises 
was  $47.50  per  month,  and  that  the  only 
rent  remaining  unpaid  was  $12.50  per 
month  for  the  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
months  subsequent  to  February,  1903,  and 
this  amounted  to  $1,437.50,  which  he  al- 
lowed to  the  appellant  under  the  name 
of  damages  for  the  breach  of  the  contract  in 
the  lease. 

These  facts  demonstrate  the  proposition 
that,  while  counsel  and  the  referee  call  this 
allowance  damages  for  a  breach  of  the  lease, 
it  is  in  fact  nothing  but  that  part  of  the 
monthly  rent  which  was  to  accrue  after  the 
petition  was  filed,  which  the  referee  found 
that  the  lessee  had  not  paid  by  his  surren- 
der of  the  leased  premises  to  the  lessor  in 
March,  1903.  But  rent  which  the  bankrupt 
has  agreed  to  pay,  and  which  is  to  accrue 
subsequent  to  the  filing  of  the  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  does  not  constitute  a  prov- 
able claim  under  the  bankruptcy  law  of 
1898   (Act  July  1,  1898,  chap.  541,  30  SUt 
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at  L.  502,  563,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p. 
3447),  because  it  is  not  "a  fixed  liability 
.  .  .  absolutely  owing  at  the  time  of 
the  filing  of  the  petition  against  him"  (S 
63a),  and  because  it  is  not  an  ex- 
isting demand,  but  both  the  existence 
and  the  amount  of  the  possible  future  de- 
mand are  contingent  upon  unforeseen 
events,  such  as  default  of  the  lessee,  re-entry 
by  the  lessor,  and  assumption  by  the  trus- 
tee, so  that  it  is  neither  an  unliquidat- 
ed nor  a  liquidated  provable  claim  (  § 
635).  Walla  Walla  v.  Walla  Walla  Water 
Co.  172  U.  S.  1,  19,  43  L.  ed.  341,  349, 
19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  77;  Re  Ells,  2  N.  B.  N. 
Rep.  360,  98  Fed.  967,  969,  970;  Re  Mahler, 
3  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  39,  105  Fed.  428,  430; 
Fidelity  Safe  Deposit  &  T.  Co.  v.  Arm- 
strong, 35  Fed.  567,  569;  Re  Hevenor,  144 
N.  Y.  271,  274,  39  N.  E.  393;  Re  Commer- 
oial  Bulletin  Co.  2  Woods,  220,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  3,060 ;  Re  Collignon,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
250;  Atkins  v.  Wilcox,  53  L.  R.  A.  118,  44 
C.  C.  A.  026,  3  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  497,  105  Fed. 
595;  Re  Curtis,  109  La.  171,  9  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  286,  292,  295,  94  Am.  St.  Rep.  445, 
33  So.  126;  Re  Heinsfurter,  97  Fed.  198; 
Beers  v.  Hanlin,  3  N.  B.  X.  Rep.  749,  99 
Fed.  605;  Lamson  Consol.  Store  Service 
Co.  V.  Bowland,  52  C.  C.  A.  335,  338,  114 
Fed.  639,  642;  Wilson  r.  Pennsylvania 
Trust  Co.  62  C.  C.  A.  374,  114  Fed.  742. 

In  Deane  y.  Caldwell,  127  Mass.  242,  244, 
Chief  Justice  Gray  (subsequently  Mr.  Jus- 
tice Gray  of  the  supreme  court)  announced 
the  true  rule  upon  this  subject  in  these 
words:  "Before  the  day  at  which  rent  is 
covenanted  to  be  paid,  it  is  in  no  sense  a 
debt.  It  is  neither  dehitum  nor  solven- 
dum;  for,  if  the  lessee  is  evicted  before 
that  day,  it  never  becomes  payable.  Bord- 
man  v.  Oshom,  23  Pick.  295.  It  is  not 
within  the  provision  of  a  bankrupt  act 
allowing  'uncertain  or  contingent  demands' 
to  be  proved  against  the  estate  of  a  bank- 
rupt, because  it  is  not  an  existing  demand, 
the  cause  of  action  on  which  depends  upon 
a  contingency ;  but  the  very  existence  of  the 
demand  depends  upon  a  contingency." 

The  lease  before  us  admirably  illustrates 
the  principle.  It  provides  that  the  leasee 
shall  pay  $60  per  month  for  the  term  of 
ten  years  "for  the  use  and  benefit  accruing 
to  him  from  the  use  and  occupancy''  of  the 
premises;  that,  if  he  pays  these  sums  as 
they  fall  due,  and  performs  all  hi«  cove- 
nants, he  may  hold  and  enjoy  the  premises ; 
but  that,  if  any  rents  are  due  and  un- 
paid, or  if  default  is  made  in  any  of 
his  covenants,  or  if  he  allows  any  un- 
due waste  of  any  of  the  improvements 
on  the  premises,  the  lessor  may  at  once 
re-enter  and  repossess  the  premises.  The 
contract  contains  no  covenant  that  the 
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lessee  will  pay  any  rents  after  his  default 
and  the  re-entry  by  the  lessor.  The  use 
and  occupation  of  the  premises  during  the 
term  of  the  lease  were  the  consideration  for 
the  payment  of  the  monthly  rents,  and  the 
payment  of  the  rents  was  the  consideration 
for  the  use  of  the  premises.  If  the  rent 
for  any  month  was  not  paid,  or  if  waste 
was  permitted,  the  lessor  had  the  option 
to  repossess  himself  of  the  premises,  and 
to  withold  from  thenceforth  the  considera^ 
tion  for  future  instalments  of  rent,  or  to 
permit  the  lessee  to  continue  in  possession 
of  the  property,  and  to  enforce  the  collection 
of  the  rents  by  an  action  or  by  some  other 
proceeding.  He  could  not,  however,  do 
both.  His  resumption  of  the  premises  nec- 
essarily constituted,  in  the  absence  of  an 
express  agreement  to  the  contrary,  a  ter- 
mination of  the  lease,  and  a  release  of  the 
lessee  from  the  payment  of  all  the  instal- 
ments of  rent  he  had  promised  to  pay  there- 
after. Lamson  Consol.  Store  Service  Co. 
V.  Bowland,  52  C.  C.  A.  336,  338,  114  Fed. 
639,  642. 

Moreover,  if  by  contract  or  by  virtue  of 
legal  proceedings  the  lessor  became  entitled 
to  t)ie  possession  of  the  premises,  and  also 
to  the  difference  between  the  amount  which 
he  might  secure  from  another  tenant,  or  the 
rental  value  of  the  leasehold,  and  the  rents 
reserved,  that  amount  would  always  be  un- 
certain and  contingent  upon  future  events. 
Re  Hevenor,  144  N.  Y.  271,  274,  39  N.  E. 
393. 

When  the  petition  in  bankruptcy  was  filed, 
no  rent  was  due  and  unpaid.  There  was  there- 
fore no  debt  owing  by  the  lessee  to  Watson, 
and  the  latter  had  no  legal  demand  or  claim 
against  him  under  the  lease.  The  future 
existence  of  any  such  claim  or  demand,  and 
its  amount,  if  it  ever  came  into  existence, 
were  contingent  upon  (1)  the  future  de- 
fault of  the  lessee;  (2)  the  exercise  by  the 
lessor  of  his  option  to  resume  the  possession 
of  the  leased  premises  if  such  a  default 
should  occur;  and  (3)  upon  the  assump- 
tion of  the  lease  by  the  trustee  in  b^ink- 
ruptcy.  For  the  latter  had  the  option  to 
take  the  leasehold  estate,  and  to  assume 
the  payment  of  the  agreed  rents.  Ex  parte 
Houghton,  1  Ijow.  Dec.  554,  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
0,725;  Ames  v.  Union  P.  R.  Co.  60  Fed.  966, 
970,  971;  Re  Ells,  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  360, 
98  Fed.  967,  968.  As  the  lessor  had  no 
legal  claim  or  demand  against  the  lessee  for 
the  agreed  rents  to  be  paid  in  the  future, 
when  the  petition  in  bankruptcy  was  filed; 
and  as  the  future  existence  and  the  amount 
of  such  a  claim  were  both  contingent  upon 
unforeseen  future  events, — Watson  had  no 
provable  claim  for  any  part  of  these  rents. 
Since  his  claim  is  in  fact  for  nothing  but 


$12.50  per  month  of  the  agreed^J::^nts  pav- 
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able  after  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy, the  application  to  it  of  the  title 
of  a  claim  for  damages  for  a  breach  of  the 
lease  neither  changes  its  nature,  nor  makes 
it  more  provable  than  it  would  have  been 
if  its  real  character  had  been  described 
by  its  name. 

2.  An  adjudication  in  bankruptcy  does 
not  dissolve  or  terminate  the  contractual 
relations  of  the  bankrupt,  notwithstanding 
the  decisions  to  the  contrary  in  Re  Jeffer- 
son, 2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  206,  93  Fed.  948; 
Bray  ▼.  Cohb,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  788,  100 
Fed.  270;  and  Re  Hays,  F.  d  W.  Co.  117 
Fed.  879.  Its  effect  is  to  transfer  to  the 
trustee  all  the  property  of  the  bankrupt 
except  his  executory  contracts,  and  to  vest 
in  the  trustee  the  option  to  assume  or  to 
renounce  these.  It  is  the  assignment  of 
the  property  of  the  bankrupt  to  the  trustee 
by  operation  of  law.  It  neither  releases 
nor  absolves  the  debtor  from  any  of  his 
contracts  or  obligations,  but,  like  any  other 
assignment  of  property  by  an  obligor,  leaves 
him  bound  by  his  agreements,  and  subject 
to  the  liabilities  he  has  incurred.  It  is 
the  discharge  of  the  bankrupt  alone,  not 
his  adjudication,  that  releases  him  from 
liability  for  provable  debts  in  consideration 
of  his  surrender  of  his  property,  and  its 
distribution  among  the  creditors  who  hold 
them.  Even  the  discharge  fails  to  relieve 
him  from  claims  against  him  that  are  not 
provable  in  bankruptcy;  and,  since  his 
obligation  to  pay  rents  which  are  to  accrue 
after  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  bankruptcy 
may  not  be  the  basis  of  a  provable  claim, 
his  liability  for  them  is  neither  released 
nor  affected  by  his  adjudication  in  bank- 
ruptcy, or  by  his  discharge  from  his  prov- 
able debts.  One  agrees  to  pay  monthly 
rents  for  the  place  of  residence  of  his  fam- 
ily or  for  his  place  of  business,  or  to  render 
personal  services  for  monthly  compensation 
for  a  term  of  years;  he  agrees  to  purchase 
or  to  convey  property;  and  he  then  becomes 
insolvent  and  is  adjudicated  a  bankrupt 
His  obligations  and  liabilities  are  neither 
terminated  nor  released  by  the  adjudication. 
He  still  remains  legally  bound  to  pay  the 
rents,  to  render  the  services,  and  to  fulfil 
all  his  other  obligations,  notwithstanding 
the  fact  that  his  insolvency  may  render 
him  unable  immediately  to  do  so.  Nor  are 
those  who  contracted  with  him  absolved 
from  their  obligations.  If  he  or  his  trustee 
pays  the  stipulated  rents  for  his  place  of 
residence,  or  for  his  place  of  business,  the 
lessors  may  not  deny  to  the  payor  the  use 
of  the  premises  according  to  the  terms  of 
the  lease.  If  he  renders  the  personal  serv- 
ices, he  who  contracted  to  pay  for  them 
may  not  deny  his  liability  to  discharge  this 
obligation.  His  trustee  does  not  become 
69  L.  R.  A. 


liable  for  his  debts;  but  he  does  acquire  the 
right  to  accept  and  assume,  or  to  renounce, 
the  executory  agreements  of  the  bankrupt, 
as  he  may  deem  most  advantageous  to  the 
estate  he  is  administering;  and  the  parties- 
to  those  contracts  which  he  assumes  are 
still  liable  to  perform  them.  •  And  so- 
throughout  the  entire  field  of  contractual 
obligations  the  adjudication  in  bankruptcy 
absolves  from  no  agreement,  terminates  no 
contract,  and  discharges  no  liability.  Re 
Curtis,  109  La.  171,  9  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
286,  94  Am.  St.  Rep.  445,  33  So.  125;  Re 
Ells,  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  360,  98  Fed.  967,  968; 
Witthaus  V.  Zimmerman,  91  App.  Div.  202, 
11  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  314,  316,  86  N.  Y, 
Supp.  315;  White  v.  Oriffing,  44  Conn.  437, 
446,  447;  Re  Penneicell,  55  C.  C.  A.  571,  » 
Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  490,  119  Fed.  139, 

3.  Not  only  this,  but,  if  counsel  for  ap- 
pellant could  sustain  his  proposition  that 
the  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  absolved  the 
parties  to  the  lease  from  their  contract  at 
the  date  of  the  filing  of  the  petition  in 
bankruptcy,  or  terminated  the  lease  on  that 
day,  still  the  lessor  would  have  no  legal 
claim  against  the  estate,  because  the  peti- 
tion was  filed  on  February  6,  1903,  the 
rent  was  paid  by  Brown  to  March  1,  1903. 
there  had  been  no  breach  of  the  contract 
when  the  petition  was  filed,  and,  if  both 
parties  were  released  from  the  agreement 
at  that  time,  or  if  the  lease  was  then  ter- 
minated, neither  party  could  have  subse- 
quently been  in  default  under  it  or  have 
committed  a  breach  of  it,  because  there- 
after no  contract  would  have  existed  to  be 
defaulted,  and  no  covenant  to  be  broken. 

4.  Finally  the  adjudication  in  bankruptcy 
did  not  constitute  a  breach  of  the  lease,  and 
it  raised  no  cause  of  action  as  of  the  date 
of  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  bankruptcy. 
At  that  date  the  rent  had  been  paid  until 
March  1,  1903, — ^until  twenty-two  days  after 
the  date  of  the  filing.  There  could  there- 
fore have  been  no  breach  until  March  1, 
1903,  when  the  rent  for  March  fell  due; 
and  consequently  there  was  no  claim  or 
demand  founded  on  a  breach  of  the  contract 
at  the  time  the  petition  was  filed,  and,  if 
one  ever  accrued,  it  arose  many  days  after 
the  filing  of  the  petition,  and  too  late  to 
constitute  a  provable  claim  against  the 
estate  of  the  bankrupt.  The  rule  of  law 
that,  where  one  has  disabled  himself  from 
performing  a  contract,  it  immediately 
ripens,  and  an  action  for  its  breach  arises, 
which  is  illustrated  by  Re  SuHft,  60  C.  C. 
A.  264,  112  Fed.  315,  wherein  a  stockbroker 
had  made  a  contract  to  deliver  stock 
to  a  customer,  and  he  was  held  to 
have  made  it  impossible  for  him  to 
fulfil  his  agreement  by  his  adjudica- 
tion in  bankruptcy,  which   took  the  stock 
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from  him,  and  vested  it  and  all  his 
property  in  his  trustee,  is  not  in  conflict 
with  this  conclusion,  because  the  leasehold 
estate  of  Brown — the  only  thing  essential 
to  the  performance  of  his  contract — never 
passed  to  his  trustee,  as  the  latter  did  not 
elect  to  assume  it.  Brown  was  not  neces- 
sarily disabled  by  the  adjudication  from 
using  or  selling  his  leasehold,  or  from  pay- 
ing the  rent.  The  mere  probable  financial 
inability  of  one  to  fulfil  his  contract,  or  to 
pay  his  debt  not  yet  due,  does  not  make 
them  immediately  due  and  actionable.  The 
cases  Re  Bteniy  64  C.  C.  A.  60,   116  Fed. 


604,  and  Re  Frederick  L.  Chrant  Shoe  Co. 
66  C.  C.  A.  78,  130  Fed.  881,  cited  by  ap- 
pellant's counsel,  fail  to  rule  the  question 
here  imder  consideration,  because  the 
breaches  of  contract  in  those  cases  occurred 
before  the  petitions  in  bankruptcy  were  filed. 
The  conclusion  is  that  a  claim  for  dam- 
ages for  a  breach  of  a  contract  in  a  lease 
to  pay  instalments  of  rent  for  the  use  of 
the  premises  at  times  subsequent  to  the 
filing  of  the  petition  in  bankruptcy  is  not 
provable  under  the  bankruptcy  law  of  1898, 
and  ^he  aider  of  ilie  District  Court  is  af- 
firmed. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT  OF  APPEALS,  FIRST  CIRCUIT. 


Town  of  NAHANT,  Plff.  in  Err., 

V, 

UNITED  STATES  of  America,  Impleaded, 

etc. 

(136  Fed.  273.) 

!•  A  Btmte  statute  acqiileBclnflr  in  an 
attempt  hy  tlie  Federal  flro-vernment 
to  acquire  land  within  the  state  for  the 
use  of  such  government  does  not  entitle  the 
government  to  employ  the  local  rule  of  dam- 
ages as  the  measure  of  Its  liability  for  prop- 
erty taken. 

2.  Tlie  ^alne  of  se-vrer  and  -water  pipes 
o-vmed  by  a  municipal  corporation, 
and  laid  under  streets  which  are  taken  by 
the  Federaf  government  under  its  power  of 
eminent  domain  for  an  entirely  different  use, 
must  be  paid  to  the  municipality. 

(March  20,  1906.) 

ERROR  to  the  District  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  District  of  Mas- 
sachusetts to  review  a  judgment  refusing 
compensation  to  the  town  of  Nahant  for  the 
value  of  certain  property  alleged  to  have 
been  taken  by  the  United  States  imder  its 
power  of  eminent  domain.    Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Colt  and  Putnam,  Circuit 
Judges,  and  Aldrich,  District  Judge. 

Messrs.  James  R.  Dunbar  and  IXTil- 
liam  Hoas,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  United  States  possesses,  as  an  inher- 
ent attribute  of  sovereignty,  the  right  of 
eminent  domain, — ^the  right  to  take  private 
property  for  public  uses  within  the  scope 
of  the  powers  granted  by  the  Constitution. 


NoTB. — As  to  right  of  public  to  compensa- 
tion upon  interference  with  its  Interests  by  the 
rxercise  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain,  see 
Seattle  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Washington,  22  L.  R.  A. 
217 ;  Heffner  v.  Cass  &  Morgan  Counties,  68 
L.  R.  A-  333;  Zancsville  v.  Zanesvllle  Teleg. 
ik  Teleph.  Co.  52  L.  B.  A.  150. 
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This  right  is  independent  of  the  consent  of 
any  state,  and  requires  no  state  legislation 
as  a  condition  precedent  to  its  exercise. 

Kohl  V.  United  States,  91  U.  S.  307,  23 
L.  ed.  449 ;  Ft.  Leavenworth  R.  Co,  v.  Lotoe, 
114  U.  S.  525,  29  L.  ed.  264,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
995. 

The  commonwealth  of  Aiassachusetts  did 
not,  by  chapter  373  of  the  Acts  of  1902,  del- 
egate to  the  United  States  the  authority  to 
exercise  the  right  of  eminent  domain  of  the 
commonwealth  in  this  case. 

Perry  v.  Wilson,  7  Afass.  393;  QUwer  v. 
Boston,  14  Gray,  282;  People  em  rel.  Bayden 
v.  Rochester,  50  N.  Y.  525;  Currier  v.  MoH- 
etta  d  C.  R.  Co.  11  Ohio  St  228;  Butler  v. 
Thomasville,  74  Ga.  570;  Peavey  v.  Calais 
R.  Co.  30  Me.  498;  Burt  v.  Merchants'  Ins. 
Co.  106  Mass.  356,  8  Am.  Rep.  339;  Kohl  v. 
United  States,  91  U.  S.  374,  23  L.  ed.  452. 

Property  of  the  town  of  Nahant  was  taken 
by  the  United  States  by  force  of  these  pro- 
oeedingB. 

Newbvryport  Water  Co.  v.  Newhuryport, 
168  Mass.  541,  47  N.  E.  533. 

An  easement  is  property  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  5th  Amendment  to  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

United  States  v.  Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  112 
U.  S.  645,  28  L.  ed.  846,  5  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
306;  Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Atty.  Gen. 
{Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Garland)  124  U. 
S.  581,  31  L.  ed.  627,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  631; 
Lotondes  v.  United  States,  105  Fed.  838; 
United  States  v.  Certain  Lands,  112  Fed. 
622. 

The  taking  away  of  the  usefulness  of  a 
piece  of  property  is  a  taking  of  the  proper- 
ty itself. 

Lewis,  Em.  Dom.  2d  ed.  pp.  49,  61-63; 
Eaton  V.  Boston,  C.  d  M.  R.  Co.  51  N.  H. 
504,  12  Am.  Rep.  147. 

To  the  extent  of  its  impairment  in  useful- 
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ne»)«..  the  sewer  system  of  the  town  has  been 
taken. 

Eaton  V.  Boston,  C.  d  M.  R.  Co.  51  N.  H. 
504,  12  Am.  Rep.  147;  Monongahela  Nav. 
Co.  V.  United  States,  148  U.  S.  343,  37  L.  ed. 
474,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622;  Sedgw.  Stat.  & 
CJonst.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  462,  463;  United 
States  V.  Lynah,  188  U.  S.  445,  47  L.  ed. 
539,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  349;  United  States  ▼. 
Alexander,  148  U.  S.  191,  37  L.  ed.  417,  13 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  529;  Pumpelly  v.  Qreen  Bay 
d  M.  Canal  Co.  13  Wall.  166,  20  L.  ed.  557 ; 
Old  Colony  &  F.  River  R.  Co.  v.  Plymouth 
County,  14  Gray,  155;  Thompson  v.  Andro- 
scoggin River  Improv.  Co.  54  N.  H.  545; 
Arimond  v.  Qreen  Bay  d  M.  Canal  Co.  31 
Wis.  316;  People  ex  rel.  Manhattan  8a/o. 
Inst.  V.  Otis,  90  N.  Y.  48. 

The  town  of  Nahant  had  such  an  interest 
in  the  property  taken  as  entitled  it  to  com- 
pensation. 

United  States  v.  Lynah,  188  U.  S.  446,  47 
L.  ed.  539,  23  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  349;  Wehh  v. 
Meyers,  64  Hun,  11,  18  N.  Y.  Supp.  711; 
Hand  v.  Brookline,  126  Mass.  324;  Scott  v. 
Manchester,  1  Hurlst.  &  N.  59,  2  Hurlst.  & 
N.  204;  White  v.  Bindley  Local  Bd.  of 
Health,  L.  R.  10  Q.  B.  219;  Bailey  v.  yew 
York,  3  Hill,  531,  38  Am.  Dec.  669,  2  Denio, 
433;  Aid/rich  v.  Tripp,  11  R.  I.  141,  23  Am. 
Rep.  434;  Oliver  v.  Worcester,  102  Mass. 
489,  3  Am.  Rep.  485;  Child  v.  Boston,  4 
Allen,  41,  81  Am.  Dec.  680;  Merrifield  v. 
Worcester,  110  Mass.  216,  14  Am.  Rep.  592; 
Murphy  v.  Lowell,  124  Mass.  564;  Bates 
V.  Westhorough,  151  Mass.  174,  7  L.  R.  A. 
156,  23  N.  E.  1070. 

If  the  water  and  sewerage  sjrstems  were 
public  property  which  could  be  appropriated 
without  compensation  by  the  commonwealth 
of  Massachusetts,  the  United  States  stands 
differently. 

St.  Louis  V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  148  U. 
S.  92,  37  L.  ed.  380,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  485, 
26  Am.  Law  Rev.  520;  Bates  v.  West- 
borough,  151  Mass.  174,  7  L.  R.  A.  156,  23 
N.  E.  1070. 

Mr.  William  H.  Garland,  for  defendant 
in  error: 

The  town  was  not  entitled  to  compensa- 
tion for  the  taking  of  the  land  upon  which  its 
roads,  streets,  and  paths  were  constructed. 

Cheshire  v.  Adams  d  (7.  Reservoir  Co.  119 
Mass.  356 ;  Perley  v.  Chandler,  6  Mass.  453, 
4  Am.  Dec.  159;  Millhury  v.  Blackstone  Ca- 
nal Co.  8  Pick.  473;  Andover  v.  Sutton,  12 
Met.  182;  MoHugh  v.  Boston,  173  Mass. 
408,  53  N.  E.  905. 

These  proceedings  were  to  be  governed  by 
the  laws  of  Massachusetts ;  and  the  rights  of 
the  town  to  the  lands  in  question  are  de- 
termined by  those  laws. 

Re  Certain  Land,  119  Fed.  453;  Burt  v. 
(m  L.  R.  A. 


Merchants^  Ins.  Co,  106  Mass.  356,  8  Am. 
Rep.  339. 

The  roads,  streets,  and  paths  referred  to 
being  devoted  to  purposes  strictly  public, 
and  held  by  the  town  merely  as  an  agency 
of  the  state  government  for  the  perform- 
ance of  the  strictly  public  duties  devolved 
upon  it,  the  town  would  not  be  entitled  to 
compensation  for  a  taking  by  the  common- 
wealth for  other  public  purposes. 

Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  v.  Boston,  158  Mass. 
509,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  515,  33  N.  E.  695; 
Re  Certain  Land,  119  Fed.  456. 

Sewerage  and  water  pipes  constructed  iip> 
on  or  under  public  ways  are  personal  prop- 
erty. The  right  of  the  town  to  maintain 
and  use  them  is  not  a  right  of  property  in 
real  estate. 

New  England  Teleph.  d  Teleg.  Co.  v.  Bos- 
ton Terminal  Co.  182  Mass.  397,  65  N.  E. 
835;  Natick  Gaslight  Co.  v.  Natick,  175 
Mass.  246,  56  N.  E.  292;  Com.  v.  Lowell 
Gaslight  Co.  12  Allen,  75;  Dudley  v.  Jamai- 
ca Pond  Aqueduct  Corp.  100  Mass.  183; 
Edmands  v.  Boston,  108  Mass.  535. 

Aldriob,  District  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  is  a  proceeding  instituted  by  the 
United  States  for  condemnation  of  certain 
land  at  Nahant  needed  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment for  fortifications  and  coast  de- 
fenses, together  with  all  roads,  ways,  and 
avenues  included  in  the  description  of  land, 
as  well  as  all  buildings  and  structures.  The 
petition  of  the  United  States  contains  a 
prayer  for  notice  to  certain  parties  of  in- 
terest expressly  named,  and  a  general  prayer 
for  notice  to  all  parties  interested  in  the 
lands  described,  and  parts  thereof,  and 
rights  therein,  and  for  an  appraisement  and 
valuation  by  a  jury  of  the  land  and  ways 
and  interests  therein,  and  any  buildings 
standing  on  said  land,  including  all  damages 
sustained  by  the  owner  or  owners  thereof. 

Following  the  prayer  of  the  petition,  the 
district  court  ordeied  notice  to  the  parties 
of  interest  named,  and  to  any  and  all  other 
persons,  corporations,  and  associations  who 
may  be  interested  in  the  lands  described  in 
the  petition,  or  any  parts  thereof  or  rights 
therein;  and  that  they  and  each  of  them  ap- 
pear before  the  court,  and  show  cause  why 
the  petition  should  not  be  granted  as  prayed 
for. 

The  order  further  directed  the  marshal 
to  serve  a  copy  of  tlie  petition  upon  parties 
of  interest  expressly  named,  and  to  give  no- 
tice to  all  persons,  corporations,  or  a'^socia- 
tions  interested,  by  publication,  and  the  re- 
turn shows  that  notice  was  in  fact  given  in 
accordance  with  the  order.  Subsequently, 
but  seasonably,  the  town  of  Nahant.  in 
which  the 'property  is  situated,  filed  its  ap- 
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plication  for  leave  to  be  admitted  as  a  par- 
ty, and  for  leave  to  file  its  answer  to  the 
petition,  that  it  might  recover  from  the 
United  States  fair  damages  for  the  taking 
of  its  property. 

In  pursuance  of  its  purpose  to  be  heard 
and  recover  fair  damages,  the  town  filed  its 
answer,  in  which  it  claimed  interests  in  the 
condemned  property,  consisting  of  easements 
and  rights  of  way  over  which  it  had  built, 
at  great  expense,  macadamized,  crushed 
stone,  and  graveled  streets,  and  under  which, 
and  in  lands  not  streets,  it  had  built  and 
laid  sewers  and  sewer  pipes.  The  answer 
further  sets  forth  that  the  town  had  built 
and  laid  water  pipes,  and  that  the  taking 
of  the  land  and  the  streets  by  the  petitioner, 
and  cutting  off  the  sewers,  stop  the  drainage 
of  the  land  outside  the  land  condenmed,  and 
would  compel  the  town  to  build  and  main- 
tain a  new  and  expensive  system  of  drain- 
age. The  answer  concludes  with  a  prayer 
that  the  jury  may  appraise  the  damages  by 
reason  of  the  taking  of  the  land,  its  ease- 
ments and  improvements,  including  streets, 
sewers,  and  water  pipes^  for  which  compen- 
sation was  demanded  from  the  petitioner. 

After  service,  and  before  trial,  an  agree- 
ment as  to  values  and  damages  was  duly 
entered  into  between  the  government  and 
certain  of  the  parties  of  interest,  and  sub- 
sequently a  jury  was  duly  impaneled,  to 
which  the  cause  was  committed.  At  the 
trial  it  was  admitted  that  no  plan  had  been 
filed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state 
of  Massachusetts,  as  required  by  the  act  of 
liiay  6,  1902  (Laws  1902,  chap.  373,  p.  289), 
and  that  certain  taxes  were  assessed  upon 
the  land  in  question  on  the  1st  day  of  May, 
1902;  and  the  town  claimed  as  an  element 
of  damage,  or  as  an  interest  to  be  appraised 
and  valued,  a*  lien  for  the  amount  of  the 
taxes  assessed  upon  land  condemned. 

To  state  the  substance  of  the  town's  claim 
for  compensation,  it  offered  to  prove  that 
within  the  territory  condemned  certain 
streets  had  been  located  and  constructed  by 
the  town ;  that  in.  such  streets  there  were 
water  pipes  belonging  to  the  town,  connect- 
ing with  and  forming  a  part  of  its  system, 
and  that  the  taking  by  the  United  States 
would  compel  the  town  to  construct  other 
lines  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  water  to 
its  inhabitants,  and  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
pleting the  town  water  system ;  and  that  in 
such  streets  there  were  certain  sewers,  the 
property  of  the  town,  and  part  of  its  sewer 
system,  discharging  through  an  outlet  into 
the  ocean,  which  were  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment, and  that  the  sewers  taken  cared  for 
the  sewage  of  other  portions  of  the  town 
not  taken;  and  that  the  taking  of  the  sew- 
ers condemned  would  make  it  necessary  to 
construct  new  sewers,  and  construct  a  new 
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I  outlet  or  outlets  for  the  sewerage  system  of 
I  the  town. 

The  court  excluded  all  such  evidence  as 
irrelevant  and  incompetent,  and  ruled  that 
I  the  town  was  not  entitled  to  damages  either 
I  on  account  of  taxes,  or  because  of  the  taking 
I  of  the  land  in  which  the  water  pipes  and 
I  sewers  were  laid;  and  the  town  excepted. 
I  No  questions  were  submitted  to  the  jury  as 
I  to  the  interests  of  the  town,  and  the  jury 
i  rendered  verdicts  condemning  the  land  de- 
I  scribed  in  the  petition,  and  awarded  dam- 
ages to  the  owners  of  the  fee,  but  none  to 
I  the  town ;  and  a  decree  of  condemnation  was 
I  entered,    covering    the  land    described,    to- 
I  gether  with  all  roads,  ways,  and  avenues  in- 
cluded in  the  description  of  the  land,  with 
all  buildings  and  structures  on  the  described 
premises;    and    the    decree    further   recites 
that  the  land  taken  is  shown  upon  a  plan 
annexed  to  the  petition. 

It  results,  therefore,  that  we  are  con- 
fronted with  the  question  whether  the  claim 
and  offer  of  the  town  disclosed  any  interest 
in  the  property  taken  and  condemned,  for 
which  it  was  entitled  to  compensation. 

The  petition  in  this  case  was  filed  April 
29,  1902,  and  sets  forth  that  the  proceeding 
was  instituted  by  the  Attorney  General  of 
the  United  States,  upon  the  application  of 
the  Secretary  of  War,  in  accordance  with  an 
act  of  Congress  approved  August  1,  1888, 
chap.  728,  |  1,  26  Stat,  at  L.  357,  U.  S. 
Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  2510,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Authorize  Condemnation  of  Land  for 
Sites  of  Public  Buildings,  and  for  Other 
Purposes."  In  the  following  May  there  was 
passed  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts  an  act 
entitled  "An  Act  to  Approve  the  Acquisi- 
tion by  the  United  States  of  a  Tract  of 
Land  in  the  To^vn  of  Nahant."  Acts  1902, 
chap.  373,  p.  289.  It  is  now  contended  by 
the  United  States  that  this  proceeding  for 
condemnation  is  so  far  authorized  by  the 
Massachusetts  statute  as  to  entitle  the 
United  States  to  stand  upon  the  Massa- 
chusetts law  as  to  the  rule  of  damages 
where  property  taken  for  a  second  and  dif- 
ferent public  use  is  connected  with  a  prior 
public  use  authorized  by  the  state,  and  that 
the  rule  of  the  local  law  is  controlling. 

We  do  not  accept  such  view.  The  Massa- 
chusetts act  was  merely  a  recognition  of  the 
inherent  power  of  the  central  government 
to  exercise  its  own  right  of  eminent  domain, 
and  a  consent  which  amounts  to  a  waiver 
of  its  jurisdiction  under  certain  expressed 
limitations,  and  of  all  objection,  if  any, 
which  the  commonwealth  might  assert  as  a 
state  upon  consideration  of  its  prior  grants 
or  delegations  of  quasi-public  power  to  mu- 
nicipal or  other  corporate  interests.  By  the 
terms  of  the  Massachusetts  statute,  it  was 
an  act  to  approve  of  and  consent  to  the  ac- 
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quirement  by  the  United  States,  through 
purchase  or  by  condemnation,  of  land  with- 
in its  territory  for  purposes  of  national  de- 
fense, reserving  concurrent  jurisdiction  with 
the  United  States  in  and  over  the  area  to 
be  acquired,  only  so  far  that  all  civil  and 
criminal  process  issuing  under  authority  of 
the  commonwealth  might  be  executed  on  the 
land  so  acquired.  The  act  does  not  employ 
any  express  words  of  grant;  nor  does  it  con- 
tain any  expression  indicating  a  purpose 
to  transfer  property,  municipal  or  other- 
wise, to  the  United  States',  without  compen- 
sation. The  manifest  and  only  purpose  of 
the  state  was  to  acquiesce  in  the  idea  that 
the  general  government  might  acquire  by 
purchase,  or  in  its  inherent  right,  through 
condemnation,  under  its  own  constitutional 
limitations, — its  own  safeguards  and  pro- 
ceedings,— territory  within  the  limits  of 
Massachusetts  for  purposes  of  national  de- 
fense. 

In  the  case  of  Kohl  v.  United  States,  91 
U.  S.  367,  23  L.  ed.  449,  where  it  was  con- 
tended that  the  circuit  court  had  no  juris- 
diction over  a  proceeding  brought  by  the 
United  States  for  condemnation  of  property 
within  a  state;  and  that  the  condemnation 
provided  for  by  act  of  Congress  meant  con- 
demnation by  the  state  government  in  the 
exercise  of  its  power  of  eminent  domain; 
and  that,  if  the  state  grant  of  power  was  ac- 
cepted by  the  United  States,  it  must  be 
exercised  in  the  mode  and  by  the  tribunal 
the  state  had  prescribed, — it  was  broadly, 
distinctly,  and  emphatically  asserted  that 
the  principle  of  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
exists  in  the  government  of  the  United 
States  as  an  inherent,  necessary,  and  inde- 
pendent attribute  of  sovereignty;  that  the 
power  of  the  United  States  in  such  respect 
is  complete,  and  without  any  limitation  thr.t 
it  shall  be  exercised  in  the  manner  pre- 
scribed for  condemnation  by  a  state;  and 
that  a  proceoding  in  the  United  States  court 
for  condemnation  for  necessary  public  and 
Federal  uses  is  one  by  the  United  States 
government  in  its  own  right,  and  by  virtue 
of  its  own  eminent  domain.  See  also 
llniled  States  v.  Gettyshurg  Electric  R.  Co, 
160  U.  S.  668,  679,  40  L.  ed.  676,  580,  16 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427. 

The  United  States,  in  the  exercise  of  such 
inherent  and  paramount  right  of  eminent 
domain,  is  under  its  own  limitation  and  in- 
junction in  rosi)oct  to  questions  relating  to 
just  compensation  for  property  taken  in  its 
own  right;  and  this  results  from  the  5th 
Amendment  to  the  Federal  Constitution, 
which  declares  that  private  property  shall 
not  ''be  taken  for  public  use  without  just 
compensation." 

What  would  be  just  compensation  for  I 
propertv  t-aken  by  the  general  government  I 
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in  its  exercise  of  the  right  to  condemn  prop- 
erty used  for  a  prior  Federal  public  purpose, 
under  its  prior  grant  or  franchise,  mi^ht 
not  be  just  compensation  for  property  taken 
with  which  it  had  theretofore  had  no  con- 
nection, and  to  which  it  therefore  sustains 
the  relation  of  an  entire  stranger  to  the 
title  and  to  the  property  condemned. 

Again,  what  would  be  just  compensation 
in  a  condemnation  proceeding  by  a  state, 
where  property  had  been  dedicated  to  a  pri- 
or public  use  under  the  exercise  of  a  fran- 
chise granted  by  a  state,  might  not  be  just 
compensation  where  property  and  rights  are 
taken  by  the  general  government,  in  an  in- 
dependent proceeding,  in  the  exercise  of  its 
own  original  and  inherent  right  of  eminent 
domain,  to  take  property  and  rights  upon 
just  compensation.  This  would  perhaps 
depend  upon  whether  the  general  govern- 
ment, through  the  consent  or  grant  of  the 
state,  and  imder  the  doctrine  of  subroga- 
tion, has  succeeded  to  all  the  rights  which 
would  inure  to  the  state  in  case  of  its  con- 
demnation of  property  created  in  connection 
with  an  existing*  easement  or  franchise 
which  the  state  had  previously  granted. 

We  do  not,  however,  deem  it  necessary 
to  inquire  as  to  the  status  of  the  local  law 
in  respect  to  the  rule  of  compensation  where 
the  state  condemns  property  for  a  second 
public  use  which  was  created  and  dedicated 
to  the  prior  public  use  in  connection  with  a 
franchise  previously  granted  by  the  state. 
If  the  right  rests  with  the  state  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  condemn  without  compensation, 
for  another  and  a  different  public  use,  prop- 
erty in  the  nature  of  structures  created  and 
used  by  municipal  corporations  in  the  exer- 
cise of  a  public  easement  or  franchise  like 
that  in  question,  granted  through  the  gener- 
al law  of  a  state,  there  is  nothing  in  the  act 
warranting  the  conclusion  that  the  state  in- 
tended to  transfer  any  such  right  to  the 
United  States.  It  results,  therefore,  as  we 
have  said,  that  the  general  government  is 
proceeding  in  this  case  in  its  own  right  of 
eminent  domain,  under  the  limitations  of  the 
Constitution,  to  secure  property  for  a  public 
and  paramount  purpose  upon  just  compen- 
sation; the  state  through  its  statute  of  ap- 
proval and  consent,  having  simply  acquiesced 
in  the  idea  that  it  may  so  proceed. 

The  situation,  so  far  as  the  municipality 
is  concerned,  is  this:  The  town  of  Nahant, 
under  the  general  laws  of  the  state,  exer- 
cised the  municipal  right  to  build  streets  for 
the  accommodation  of  public  travel,  and  to 
construct  water  and  sewer  systems  for  the 
comfort  and  protection  of  the  local  public. 
So  far  as  lands  within  ways  dedicated  to 
public  use  and  travel  are  concernwl,  it  is  not 
seriously  contended  in  argument  that  the 
municipality  had  any  title  thereto  which  it 
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can  set  up  for  purposes  of  oompensation. 
Therefore  we  need  not  deal  with  any  possi- 
ble question  in  that  res}}ect.  It  is  contend- 
ed, however,  that  property  in  structures, 
such  as  pipes  and  other  material  connected 
with  sewer  and  water  systems,  and  in  arti- 
ficial structures  in  conuoction  >wth  streets, 
may  become  the  subject  of  municipal  prop- 
erty, and  thus  stands  differently. 

Even  if  it  be  true,  which  we  doubt,  that 
a  structure  like  the  Brooklyn  bridge  (a  pub- 
lic way  resting  at  each  end  upon  land  dedi- 
cated by  a  municipality,  under  the  laws  of 
a  state,  to  a  public  purpose)  can  be  taken 
by  the  state,  together  with  the  land,  for  a 
second  and  different  public  use,  without 
compensation;  and,  if  it  be  true  that  the 
general  government  (a  different  entity  or 
♦.sovereign)  may,'  under  it^  ow^  condemnatory 
proceedings,  take  land  dedicated  to  a  pub- 
lic state  use,  for  a  second  though  a  differ- 
ent and  Federal  public  use,  without  com- 
pensation, it  would  still  be  difficult  to  see 
how  the  proposition  of  Federal  constitution- 
al just  compensation  can  be  sustained  upon 
that  ground,  and  to  the  extent  that  the  gen- 
eral government  may,  for  its  own  use  in 
connection  with  fortifications,  warships,  or 
other  Federal  defensive  purposes,  take  the 
bridge  (the  iron,  the  steel,  the  granite,  and 
other  material  in  the  artificial  structure), 
which  belong  to  the  municipality,  and  may 
«be  worth  millions  of  dollars,  without  any 
compensation  or  indemnity  to  the  municipal 
entity  whidi  paid  for  it,  and  to  which  it 
belongs. 

The  act  of  0>ngre8s  and  the  allegations 
in  the  pleadings  contemplate  just  compen- 
sation for  buildings  and  other  structures  as 
well  as  land. 

The  act  of  0>ngress  authorizes  condem- 
nation of  real  estate  by  the  United  States, 
under  judicial  process,  for  public  buildings 
•or  for  other  public  uses.  The  petition  di- 
rects itself  against  certain  lands  located  in 
Nahant,  particularly  described  by  metes  and 
bounds,  and  asks  for  condemnation  thereof, 
"toprether  with  all  roads,  ways,  and  avenues 
included  in  the  foregoing  description,  with 
all  buildings  and  structures  upon  the  de- 
scribed premises,  all  of  which  land  taken  is 
shown  upon  a  plan  annexed  to  this  petition, 
entitled,  Tlan  of  the  United  States  Reser- 
vation, Nahant,  Massachusetts,'  and  to 
which  reference  is  to  be  had  for  a  more  par- 
ticular description  of  lands  taken  hereby." 
The  petition  then  proceeds  to  ask,  upon  due 
notice  to  all  the  parties  interested  in  the 
lands  and  parts  thereof  and  rights  therein, 
and  after  each  and  all  parties  interested 
have  been  heard,  for  "a  faithful  and  impar- 
tial appraisement  and  valuation  of  said 
lands  and  ways,  and  interests  therein,  and 
any  huildingrs  standing  on  said  lands,  includ- 
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ing  all  damages  sustained  by  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof." 

It  seems  clear,  therefore,  that  all  struo- 
tures  in  and  upon  the  territory  described, 
and  all  interests  therein,  have  been  taken; 
and  this  results  from  the  fact  that  the  peti- 
tion, in  pursuance  of  the  high  exercise  of 
the  paramount  Federal  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, directs  itself,  without  reservation  or 
qualification,  against  the  territory  described 
upon  a  plan,  and  all  ways,  avenues,  build- 
ings, and  structures  which  the  petition  al- 
leges have  been  taken;  and  the  decree,  as 
well,  directs  itself  against  the  territory,  "to- 
gether with  all  roads,  ways,  and  avenues 
included  in  the  foregoing  description,  with 
all  buildings  and  structures  upon  the  de- 
scribed premises,  all  of  which  land  is  shown 
upon  a  plan,"  etc.;  and  the  decree  proceeds 
to  condemn,  without  reservation,  all  such 
interests,  and  with  apt  words  to  vest  the 
fee  in  the  United  States  for  its  use  forever. 

The  authorities,  we  think,  sustain  the  text 
of  Lewis  on  Eminent  Domain  in  respect  to 
what  constitutes  a  taking  of  property, — that, 
whenever  lawful  rights  of  an  individual  to 
the  possession,  use,  or  enjoyment  of  his  land 
are  in  any  degree  abridged  or  destroyed  by 
reason  of  the  exercise  of  the  power  of  emi- 
nent domain,  his  property  is  pro  tanio  taken. 
Beyond  question,  the  authorities  sustain  the 
proposition  as  well  that,  where  the  right  to 
take  property  is  exercised  as  a  paramount 
right,  under  the  doctrine  of  eminent  domain, 
and  under  apt  proceedings,  which  at  once 
and  without  qualification  or  reservation  take 
hold  of  the  body  of  the  estate,  and  leave 
open  for  adjustment  and  ascertainment  the 
question  of  just  compensation  only,  such 
taking  constitutes  a  taking  of  the  entire 
property,  within  the  meaning  of  the  law. 

We  think  the  statute  and  the  proceedings 
reasonably  and  fairly  contemplate  constitu- 
tional just  compensation  for  all  property  in- 
terests taken  or  destroyed.  The  right  to 
compensation  is  an  incident  of  the  power  to 
take,  and,  as  said,  in  Monongahela  Nav.  Co. 
V.  United  States,  148  U.  S.  312,  326,  37  L. 
ed.  463,  468,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622,  the  just 
compensation  provided  for  by  the  Consti-. 
tution  means  emphatically  a  full  and  per- 
fect equivalent  for  the  property  taken,  and, 
in  United  States  v.  Gettysburg  Electric  R, 
Co.  160  U.  S.  668,  680,  40  L.  ed.  576,  581, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427,  the  full  value  of  the 
property  taken  is  to  be  paid. 

We  do  not  deem  it  necessary  to  engage  in 
an  extended  discussion  of  questions  relating 
to  municipal  ownership  in  property  or  to 
enter  upon  a  discussion  of  the  confused  state 
of  the  authorities  in  respect  to  the  question 
of  compensation  when  property  already  used 
for  a  public  purpose  is  taken  for  a  broader 
or  another  distinct  public  use  bj'  the  sover- 
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eignty  creating  the  franchise  upon  which  the 
first  public  use  was  predicated.  It  is  quite 
sufficient  to  say  that  the  older  authorities 
as  to  the  reserved  right  of  the  state  to  con- 
demn country  roads  for  state  use  without 
compensation  are  at  least  obsolete  so  far  as 
having  application  to  municipal  property 
rights  under  the  recent  extraordinary 
growth  of  municipal  properties  in  modem 
times,  and  under  modern  legislative  enact- 
ment. There  is  a  broad  distinction  between 
rural  highways  and  urban  streets.  Lewis, 
Em.  Dom.  §  91c,  and  notes. 

The  question  of  the  reserved  right  of  the 
state  to  alter,  amend,  and  withdraw  its 
franchises  or  easements,  and  the  effect  of 
the  exercise  of  such  right  upon  property 
based  thereon,  received  discussion  in  §  68  of 
Dillon's  Municipal  Corporations,  4th  ed.  and 
notes  thereto;  and  in  §  71,  and  elsewhere, 
the  subject  of  the  legislative  power  over 
public  and  private  property  of  municipali- 
ties. 

Quite  aside,  however,  from  the  extent  of 
the  right,  or  the  limitations  upon  the  right, 
of  a  state,  under  its  reserved  power,  to  de- 
vote private  and  public  municipal  property 
to  a  second  public  use,  the  weight  of  mod- 
ern authority  is  altogether  in  favor  of 
the  proposition  that  structural  properties^ 
created  or  acquired  through  the  exercise  of 
municipal  functions  in  connection  with  a 
franchise  or  easement  granted  by  the  state 
will  not  be  taken,  even  by  such  sovereignty, 
for  a  distinct  and  different  public  use,  with- 
out compensation. 

Speaking  generally,  the  authorities  sus- 
taining the  doctrine  of  a  dedication  to  a 
second  public  use  without  compensation  have 
reference  to  the  rights  of  the  original  land- 
owner, who  has  once  been  paid  full  compen- 
sation for  the  land  taken  for  public  pur- 
poses. This  distinction  should  always  be 
borne  in  mind,  and  it  is  difficult  to  see  how, 
in  principle,  such  authorities  apply  to  the 
situation  of  a  municipality  which  has  not 
once  been  paid  for  its  property  dedicated  to 
a  public  use,  or  to  a  situation  where  a  mu- 
nicipality, throueh  burdens  of  taxation  rest- 
ing upon  its  units,  has  created  or  acquired, 
in  its  own  distinct  municipal  right,  tangible 
property  and  structures  which  it  holds  as 
trustee  for  the  beneficial  use  of  its  inhabit- 
ants and  the  local  public.  There  would 
seem  to  be  no  reason  why  such  property 
should  not  be  treated,  at  least  for  purposes 
of  constitutional  just  compensation,  as  pri- 
vate municipal  property.  The  burden  of  its 
property  creations,  through  taxation,  rests 
upon  the  units  of  the  local  municipality. 
Property  creations  and  existence  are  neces- 
sary incidents  of  municipal  government. 
There  is  no  just  reason,  under  such  circum- 
stances, for  saying  that  because  of  the  ordi- 
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narily  accepted  legal  fiction  that  structural 
property  attaches  to  the  legal  title  to  the 
realty,  and  because  the  municipality  holds 
the  legal  right  to  use  the  land,  rather  than 
the  legal  title  to  the  land,  the  municipal 
trustee  of  the  body  politic  which  paid  for 
the  structural  property  should  not  have  just 
compensation  from  a  distinct  and  independ- 
ent entity  which  takes  it,  not  as  owner  of 
the  land,  but  under  arbitrary  right,  and  for 
a  purpose  entirely  different  than  that  for 
which  the  property  was  originally  designed 
and  paid  for,  and  to  which  it  was  originally 
dedicated.  As  between  parties  like  these, 
where  the  entity  taking  the  property  is  in 
a  legal  sense  a  stranger  to  the  municipal 
right,  it  is  difficult  to  see  any  difference  in 
principle  between  municipal  property  con- 
sisting of  flagstones,  granite  curbings,  and 
lamp-posts,  or  other  things  which  would  be 
necessary  and  valuable  for  use  in  connec- 
tion with  the  street  system  of  a  municipal^ 
ity,  and  municipal  property  consisting  of 
waterworks,  elaborate  sewer  pipes,  or  elec- 
tric lighting  systems,  furnishing  water  or 
light  upon  money  rates  to  individual  users, 
or  free  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  munici- 
pality, except  the  burden  which  results  from 
taxation. 

The  situation  in  the  case  we  are  consider- 
ing does  not  require  an  analysis  of  the  many 
authorities  in  respect  to  municipal  owner- 
ship and  municipal  right  of  compensation 
where  condemnation  is  made  by  a  state  for 
a  second  public  use;  and  our  general  obser- 
vations in  that  respect  only  bear  upon  the 
question  whether  the  state  of  Massachusetts 
undertook  Ur  transfer  to  the  United  States 
its  right,  if  any,  to  take  for  a  second  use 
property  of  the  character  in  question  with- 
out compensation.  In  determining  the  ques- 
tion whether  the  state  of  Massachusetts, 
through  its  legislative  act  of  1902,  to  which 
we  have  referred,  undertook  to  transfer  to 
the  United  States  any  supposed  right  to  con- 
demn, without  compensation,  property  rest- 
ing upon  its  franchise,  it  must  be  borne  in 
mind  that  corporate,  charter,  and  contract 
rights  are  protected  by  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States  as  property  {West  River 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Dix,  6  How.  607,  12  L.  ed. 
535), — a  doctrine  fully  recognized  by  the 
courts  of  Massachusetts  {Boston  Water 
Power  Co.  v,  Boston  d  W.  R.  Corp.  23  Pidc. 
360 ;  Central  Bridge  Corp.  v.  Lowell,  4  Gray, 
474 ) ,  as  well  as  by  the  courts  of  the  United 
States  {Monongahela  Nav.  Co.  v.  United 
States,  148  U.  S.  312,  37  L.  ed.  463,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  622 ) .  It  may  be  stated  as  an  un- 
questioned rule  that  the  right  to  take  prop- 
erty already  devotM  to  public  use  cannot 
rest  in  doubtful  construction.  The  right 
must  be  given  in  express  terms  or  by  neces- 
sary implication.    Boston  Water  Potoer  Co, 
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V.  Boston  d  W.  R.  Corp.  23  Pick.  360,  398; 
Springfield  v.  Connectiout  River  R.  Co.  4 
Cush.  63,  71,  72. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  terms  of  the  Mas- 
sachusetts  act  which  makes  the  United 
States  its  successor  in  respect  to  the  control 
of  the  state  over  its  municipal  or  other  fran- 
chises, or  in  respect  to  its  right  to  take 
tangible  property  of  mimicipal  corporations ; 
and  the  whole  situation  is  such  as  to  make 
it  unreasonable  that  rights  of  successorship 
in  that  respect  should  result  by  implication. 
In  the  case  of  Monongahela  Nav.  Co,  v. 
United  States,  148  U.  S.  312.  344,  37  L.  ed. 
463,  474,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622,  .633,  to  which 
we  have  referred,  Mr.  Justice  Brewer,  after 
referring  to  the  Dartmouth  College  Case,  4 
Wheat.  518,  4  L.  ed.  629,  as  establishing  the 
doctrine  that  rights  created  by  an  act  of  in- 
corporation cannot  be  set  aside  by  either 
party  to  it,  says:  "The  state  has  never  as- 
sumed to  exercise  any  rights  reserved  in  the 
charter.  ...  So  far  as  the  state  is  con- 
cerned, all  its  grants  and  franchises  remain 
unchallenged  and  undisturbed  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  navigation  company.  The  state 
has  never  transferred,  even  if  it  were  possi- 
ble for  it  to  do  so,  its  reserved  rights  to  the 
United  States  government;  and  the  latter 
is  proceeding,  not  as  the  assignee,  successor 
in  interest,  or  otherwise  of  the  state,  but 
by  virtue  of  its  own  inherent  supreme  power. 
.  .  .  Our  conclusions  are  that  the  navi- 
gation company  rightfully  placed  this  lock 
and  dam  in  the  Monongahela  river;  that, 
with  the  ownership  of  the  tangible  property 
legally  held  in  that  place,  it  has  a  franchise 
to  receive  tolls  for  its  use;  that  such  fran- 
chise was  as  much  a  vested  right  of  property 
as  the  ownership  of  the  tangible  property; 
that  the  right  of  the  national  government, 
under  its  grant  of  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce, to  condemn  and  appropriate  this  lock 
and  dam  belonging  to  the  navigation  com- 
pany, is  subject  to  the  limitations  imposed 
by  the  5th  Amendment,  that  private  proper- 
ty shall  not  be  taken  for  public  uses  with- 
out  just   compensation." 

True,  in  that  case  the  corporation  was 
not  a  municipal  corporation;  still,  in  a 
municipal  situation  like  the  one  before  us, 
where  the  town  is  not  claiming  right  to  com- 
pensation for  the  land  or  the  easement  ded- 
icated to  the  public  imder  state  authority, 
— a  phase  of  the  situation  which  we  do  not 
consider, — ^we  are  unable  to  see  why  the  rea- 
soning of  the  Monongahela  Ca^e  does  not 
apply  with  full  force  to  the  rights  of  a 
municipality  in  respect  to  tangible  property 
which  it  is  entitled,  under  the  state  law, 
to  acquire  and  hold,  and  to  the  natural 
and  reasonable  consequences  which  may  re- 
sult from  a  taking  by  the  United  Statej^. 

This  proceeding  is  one,  as  already  said,  '. 
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in  which  the  United  States  stands  upon 
its  inherent  and  independent  right  to  take 
property  for  necessary  public  purposes  un- 
der the  constitutional  limitation  of  just 
compensation.  United  States  v.  Oetty^hurn 
Electric  R.  Co,  160  U.  S.  668,  675,  40  L.  ed. 
676,  577,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  427 ;  Monongahela 
Nav.  Co,  V.  United  States,  148  U,  S.  312,  37 
L.  ed.  463,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  G22;  Barron  v. 
Baltimore,  7  Pet.  243,  8  L.  ed.  672. 

In  his  work  on  MunicipcJ  Corporations,. 
4th  ed.  §§  66,  67,  and  notes,  Judge  Dillon 
observed  that  municipal  corporations,  as  or- 
dinarily constituted,  possess  a  double  char- 
acter,— the  one,  governmental,  legislative 
or  public;  the  other,  in  a^ sense,  proprietary 
or  private, — and  over  its  civil,  political,  or 
governmental  powers  the  authority  of  the 
legislature  is,  in  the  nature  of  things,  su- 
preme and  without  limitation,  unless  th* 
limitation  is  found  in  the  Constitution  ot 
the  particular  state.  But.  in  its  proprie- 
tary or  private  character,  the  theory  is  that 
the  powers  are  supposed  not  to  be  conferred 
primarily  or  chiefly  from  considerations  con- 
nected with  the  government  of  the  state  at 
large,  but  for  the  private  advantage  of  the 
compact  community  which  is  incorporated  as- 
a  distinct  personality  or  corporate  individ- 
ual ;  and  as  to  such  powers,  and  to  property 
acquired  thereunder,  the  corporation  is  to 
be  regarded  quoad  hoc  as  a  private  corpo- 
ration. Again,  at  §  68,  that  property  ac^ 
quired  and  owned  by  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion by  legislative  consent  is  not  sub- 
ject to  an  unlimited  power  of  the  legisla- 
ture over  it,  is  consonant  with  natural  jus- 
tice. The  need  of  having  property  and  prop- 
erty rights  is  one  of  the  main  reasons  why 
municipal  corporations  are  created.  Under 
the  Roman  law,  as  declared  by  Savigny 
(Jural  Relations,  5  85),  "property  capacity 
is  the  essential  quality  of  a  juristical  per- 
son." While  under  the  state  authorities 
there  is  some  confusion  as  to  the  extent  to 
which  this  doctrine  is  accepted,  the  great 
weight  of  authority,  as  will  be  seen  by  ref- 
erence to  the  authorities  collected  in  thp 
notes  to  which  I  have  referred,  sustains  the 
principle  of  the  necessary  municipal  right 
of  holding  property. 

Again,  according  to  Judge  Billon's  text 
(f  68),  "if  a  municipal  corporation,  B3  rep- 
resenting a  distinct  community,  be  regarded 
as  a  legal  person,  the  legislature,  in  effect, 
says  to  it,  *You  may  at  your  own  expense 
acquire  property : ' "  and  in  Richland  County 
V.  Jjawrence  County,  12  111.  1,  8,  Judge 
Trumbull,  in  speaking  of  public  municipal 
corporations,  says:  "The  corporation  is  to 
be  regarded  as  a  private  company.  A  grant 
may  be  made  to  a  public  corporation  for 
purposes  of  private  advantage,  and,  al- 
though the  public  may  also  derive  a  common 
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benefit  therefrom,  yet  the  corporation  stands 
on  the  same  footing,  as  respects  such  grant, 
as  would  any  body  of  persons  upon  whom 
like  privileges  were  conferred;"  and,  in 
Montpelier  v.  East  Mohtpeher,  29  Vt.  12, 
19,  67,  Am.  Dec.  748,  that  "towns,  and 
other  public  corporations  may  have  private 
rights  and  interests  vested  in  them  under 
their  charter;  and  as  to  those  rights  they 
are  to  be  regarded  and  protected  the  same 
as  if  they  were  the  rights  and  interests  of 
individuals  or  of  private  corporations." 

The  theory  of  property  rights  of  munici- 
palities is  fully  recognized  by  the  Supreme 
Court  in  8t.  Louis  v.  Western  V.  Teleg.  Co, 
148  U.  S.  92,  37  I^.  ed.  380,  13  Sup.  Ot.  Rep. 
486,  as  well  as  in  Mt.  Hope  Cemetery  v. 
Boston,  168  Mass.  509,  511,  35  Am.  St.  Rep. 
515,  33  N.  E.  695,  which  was  a  case  where 
the  double  character  of  cities  and  towns 
was  considered;  and  the  court  in  the  latter 
case,  after  stating  the  local  doctrine  of  the 
power  of  the  legislature  in  respect  to  prop- 
erty held  in  agency  of  the  state  government 
for  strictly  public  purposes,  declared  that, 
"by  a  quite  general  concurrence  of  opinion, 
however,  this  legislative  power  of  control 
is  not  universal,  and  does  not  extend  to 
property  acquired  by  a  city  or  town  for 
special  purposes  not  deemed  strictly  and  ex- 
clusively public  and  political,  but  in  re- 
spect to  which  a  city  or  town  is  deemed 
rather  to  have  a  right  of  private  ownership, 
of  which  it  cannot  be  deprived  against  its 
will,  save  by  the  right  of  eminent  domain, 
with  payment  of  compensation.  This  dis- 
tinction we  deem  to  be  well  founded;  but 
no  exact  or  full  enumeration  can  be  made 
of  the  kinds  of  property  which  will 
fall  within  it,  because  in  different  states 
similar  kinds  of  property  may  be  held  un- 
der different  laws,  and  with  different  duties 
and  obligations,  so  that  a  kind  of  property 
might  in  one  state  be  held  strictly  for  pub- 
lic uses,  while  in  another  state  it  might 
not  be.  But  the  general  doctrine  that  cities 
and  towns  may  have  a  private  ownership 
of  property,  which  cannot  be  wholly  con- 
trolled by  the  state  government,  though  the 
uses  of  it  may  be  in  part  for  the  benefit  of 
the  community  as  a  community,  and  not 
merely  as  individuals,  is  now  well  estab- 
lished in  most  of  the  jurisdictions  where 
the  question  has  arisen." 

As  between  a  town  and  a  state,  the  right 
of  compensation  for  acquired  property  might 
depend  in  some  cases  upon  the  authority  of 
the  local  municipality  to  hold  property-  for 
a  given  purpose,  and  in  other  cases  upon  the 
question  wliothor  the  town  holds  the  prop- 
ei-ty  as  the  agent  of  the  state,  for  strictly 
public  or  state  purposes;  but,  however  that 
may  be,  and  without  elaborating  further 
these  questions,  which  we  deem  in  a  sense  ' 
69  L.  R.  A. 


immaterial  in  a  case  like  the  one  before  us, 
where  the  municipality  was  authorized  by 
the  state  law  ':o  raise  money  from  the  lo- 
cal municipal  body  to  construct  ways  and 
construct  water  and  sewer  systems,  all  in 
a  sense  public,  though  primarily  for  the 
benefit  of  the  local  municipal  community, 
and  where  the  municipality  has  acquired 
property  for  such  purposes,  we  have  no 
doubt  of  its  right  to  recover  just  compensa- 
tion therefor,  when  taken  under  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  by  a  power  other  and 
higher  than  the  state. 

This  case,  as  we  have  already  said,  ccmics 
to  us  upon  offers  of  proof  and  upon  a  gen- 
eral ruling.  Upon  propositions  so  general 
and  unsubstantial  as  offers  of  proof,  we  do 
not  feel  called  upon  to  define  all  the  rules 
which  may  govern  in  respect  to  damages,  or 
to  describe  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the 
measure  of  damages  required  by  the  con- 
stitutional provision  in  respect  to  just  com- 
pensation; nor  could  we  understandingly 
do  so,  under  propositions  so  general,  if  we 
were  disposed  to.  We  cannot  enter  upon  a 
field  so  broad  and  indefinite  as  that  opened 
by  general  offers  of  proof,  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  all  possible  questions  in- 
volved. Upon  actual-  trial,  and  upon  actual 
proofs  and  distinct  rulings,  the  situation 
wculd'  naturally  be  simplified,  and  the 
questions  may  be  presented  in  one  aspect  or 
on  other;  and  we  cannot  now  anticipate  what 
questions  would  become  material  in  the 
actual  trial,  if  one  is  had.  The  general 
view  now  pre8ent<»d  may  then  be  changed  in 
substantial  respects.  The  only  question  for 
us  to  decide,  in  the  present  aspect  of  the 
case,  is  whether  the  municipality  of  Nahant 
had  an  interest  in  the  property  condemned, 
which  it  was  entitled  to  have  appraised, 
and  for  which  it  was  entitled  to  have  com- 
pensation. Our  conclusion  is  that  it  had 
such  an  interest,  and  our  decision  does  not 
go  beyond  the  general  question  presented. 
We  may,  however,  make  general  reference, 
without  decision,  to  some  of  the  questions 
discussed.  If  we  were  to  undertake  to  an- 
ticipate and  determine  all  possible  questions 
upon  these  general  offers  of  proof,  we  should 
have  to  consider  the  view  expressed  by  Mr. 
Justice  Brewer  in  the  Monongahela  Xar, 
Co.  Case,  148  U.  S.  312,  326,  37  L.  ed.  463. 
468,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622,  626,  that  the 
constitutional  combination  of  the  two  words 
"just  compensation"  means  a  full  and  per- 
fect equivalent  for  the  property  taken,  and 
that  the  just  compensation  is  for  the  prop- 
erty, and  not  to  the  owner,  which,  according 
to  the  view  of  the  Supreme  Court  in  that 
case,  takes  a  situation  like  this  from  the 
rule  which  ponnits  benefits  to  the  owner  to 
be  deducted  from  the  values  in  ascertaio- 
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ing  the  measure  of  damage  to  which  he  is 
«ntitled. 

Wc  do  not  look  upon  this  case  as  one  in 
which  counsel  for  the  town  are  seriously 
contending  for  compensation  for  the  state 
franchise  in  respect  to  the  municipal  in- 
terests within  the  territory  condemned.  It 
will  probably  be  found  that  the  great  ma- 
jority of  case<<  wliich  hold  that  the  value 
of  the  franchise  right  is  to  be  considered 
upon  the  question  of  compensation,  like 
United  States  v.  Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  112 
r.  S.  C-15.  28  L.  od.  840,  5  Sup.  C't.  Rep. 
306,  Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Atty.  Gen. 
{Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Garland)  124  V. 
S.  581,  31  L.  ed.  527,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  631, 
and  the  Monongahela  Nav.  Co.  Ca^e,  148  U. 
S.  343,  37  L.  ed.  463,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  622, 
have  reference  to  a  franchise  granted  to  a 
eorporation  only  quasi  public, — one  where 
the  right  relates  to  a  situation  into  which 
the  public  interest  enters  somewhat,  but 
which  chiefly  involves  an  enterprise  for  re- 
munerative results  to  the  corporation. 

Ordinarily  structures  and  certain  kinds 
of  fixtures  are  compensated  for  by  apprais- 
ing them  as  a  part  of  the  realty.  This  is 
probably  universally  true  where  land  is 
taken  from  the  owner  for  public  purposes. 
We  have  no  doubt,  however,  upon  princi- 
ples of  natural  justice  and  of  right,  that  a 
municipality  should  be  compensated  upon 
an  appraisement  of  its  tangible  property 
resting  upon  and  under  land  which  it  does 
not  own,  but  with  which  its  property  is  con- 
nected in  the  exercise  of  a  public  franchise 
for  public  purposes;  and,  assuming  this  to 
be  so,  in  estimating  its  value  all  the  capa- 
bilities of  the  property,  and  all  the  uses  to 
which  it  may  be  applied  or  to  which  it  is 
adapted,  are  to  be  considered.  2  Lewis,  Em. 
Don*.  1048;  Smith,  Modem  Law  of  Mun. 
Corp.  719. 

The  petition  prays  for  an  impartial  ap- 
praisement of  property  taken,  including 
"all  damages  sustained  by  the  owner  or 
owners  thereof."  Still,  in  view  of  the  gen- 
eral character  of  the  claim  of  the  town,  for 
indemnity  for  the  interruption  to  its  wa- 
ter and  sewer  systems  which  results  from 
taking  a  part  thereof,  we  do  not  feel  called 
upon  to  determine  whether,  in  arriving  at 
just  oomppnsation,  or,  in  other  words, 
whether,  in  making  the  municipality  whole 
by  returning  an  equivalent  for  what  has 
been  taken,  just  compensation  for  proper- 
ty actually  taken  is  to  be  ascertained  by 
reference  to  its  capabilities,  and  uses  in  con- 
nection with  the  part  not  taken,  or  (Lewis, 
Em.  Dom.  §§  471,  471a)  by  ascertaining 
the  difference  between  the  value  of  the 
whole  property  before  the  taking  and  the  val- 
ue of  the  remainder  after  the  taking,  or  by 
ascertaining  the  value  of  tne  part  taken,  to- 
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gether  with  the  damage  resulting  to  the 
parts  of  the  system  outside  of  the  territory 
taken,  by  reason  of  the  interruption  or 
severance. 

We  do  not  think  the  claim  or  the  offer 
of  proof  sufficiently  definite  to  justify  us 
in  a:8sumihg  to  decide  which  rule  should  be 
applied.  It  is  said  in  Lewis  on  Eminent 
Domain  (§  464)  that,  "when  part  is  taken, 
just  compensation  includes  damages  to  the 
remainder.  Upon  this  point  there  is  en- 
tire unanimity  of  opinion.  'The  constitu- 
tional provision  cannot  be  carried  out,  in 
its  letter  and  spirit,  by  anytliing  short  of 
a  just  compensation  for  all. the  direct  dam- 
ages to  the  owner.' "  To  these  propositions 
there  are  gathered  many  authorities  in  the 
notes  contained  in  the  second  edition  of 
that  work.  Dillon  says:  "Regard  must  be 
had  to  the  condition  as  to  the  shape,  use. 
and  convenience  in  which  the  residue  of  the 
property  will  be  left"  (2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp. 
§  624),  while  Mr.  Justice  Peckham,  speak- 
ing for  the  Supreme  Court,  leaves  the 
question  in  this  way:  "As  to  the  effect  of 
the  taking  upon  the  land  remaining,  that  is 
more  a  question  of  the  amoimt  of  compen- 
sation. If  the  part  taken  by  the  govern- 
ment is  essential  to  enable  the  railroad  cor- 
poration to  perform  its  functions,  or  if 
the  value  of  the  remaining  property  is  im- 
paired, such  facts  might  enter  into  the 
question  of  the  amount  of  the  compensa- 
tion to  be  awarded."  United  States  v. 
Gettysburg  Electric  R.  Co.  160  U.  S.  668, 
685,  40  L.  ed.  576,  582,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
427,  431.  See  also  Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  6th 
ed.  697,  700,  and  notes.  United  States  v. 
Alexander,  148  U.  S.  186,  37  L.  ed.  415,  13 
Sup.  Ot.  Rep.  529;  United  States  v.  Trues- 
dell,  148  U.  S.  196,  37  L.  ed.  419,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  532;  Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Atty. 
Gen.  {Great  Falls  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Garland)  124 
U.  S.  581,  31  L.  ed.  527,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
631 ;  Pumpelly  v.  Green  Bay  d  M.  Canal  Co. 
13  Wall.  166,  177,  178,  20  L.  ed.  657,  560; 
Laflin  v.  Chicago,  W.  d  N.  R.  Co.  33  Fe<l. 
415;  18  Am.  Dig.  Century  ed.  col.  1277, 
§  365,  and  numerous  cases  there  cited. 

We  do  not  decide  upon  which  view  this 
cause  should  be  submitted  to  tlie  jury. 
Perhaps  either  would  be  correct.  Any  view 
which  would  give  the  town  just  compensa- 
tion for  its  property  taken  would  answer 
the  requirement  of  the  Constitution.  It  is 
possible  that  a  verdict  based  upon  the  value 
of  the  structures  and  materials  and  other 
tangible  properties  of  the  town  actually 
taken,  together  with  a  special  verdict  for 
the  damage  resulting  to  parts  of  property 
not  taken,  might  solve  the  situation. 

As  we  hold  that  the  Federal  proceeding 
takes    hold    of    the    situation    ea  propria 
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vigore,  and  without  regard  to  the  state 
statute  or  the  will  of  the  state  {Mononga- 
hela  Nav.  Co.  v.  United  States,  148  U.  S. 
312,  341,  37  L.  ed.  463,  473,  13  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  622),  we  have  no  occasion  to  consider 
the  question  based  upon  the  failure  of  the 
govemment  to  file  a  copy  of  the  plan  of  the 
premises  taken  as  required  by  §  4  of  thei 
Idassachusetts  act  of  May  6,  1902;  and, 
as  we  hold  that  the  property  was  taken  by 
the  act  of  the  United  States  in  its  0¥m  right 


under  its  high  prerogative  of  sovereignty 
and  by  virtue  of  its  own  proceeding,  which 
antedated  the  assessment  of  the  taxes  in 
question,  there  is  no  occasion  to  consider 
that  aspect  of  the  case. 

The  decree  of  the  District  Court  is  *o 
far  opened  as  to  permit  furtlter  proceed- 
ings not  inconsistent  with  the  opinion  of 
this  court  passed  down  this  day,  to  the  end 
that  the  town  of  Nahant  may  have  just 
compensation  for  its  property  taken. 


TENN:eSSEE  SUPREME  COURT. 


J.  T.  WHEELER,  Admr.,  etc,,  of  Hizar 
Beaty,  Deceased,  Impleaded  with  Lieber- 
man,  Loveman,  &  O'Brien  et  aL,  Appt,, 

V, 

James  N.  CLARK  et  al. 


(. 


.  Tenn. 


.) 


1.  The  rule  tliat  one  in  mdrverue  pos- 
■eMilon  under  color  of  title  of  a  tract 
of  land  la  entitled  to  maintain  replevin  for 
logs  cut  thereon  by  ooe  claiming  to  be  the 
true  owner,  regardless  of  the  true  location  of 
the  ultimate  title  to  the  land,  applies  where 
the  spot  from  which  the  logs  were  cut  is  an- 
nexed to  the  actual  possession  of  a  portion 
of  the  tract  because  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  paper  title. 

2.  The  deeds  under  whlcli  plaintiff  In 
replevin  clalma  poaaeasion  of  prop- 
erty from  which  the  chattels  were  taken 
may  be  looked  at  for  the  purpose  of  defining 


plaintiff's  possession,  although  the  question 
of  the  ultimate  title  to  the  land  cannot  be 
gone  Into. 

3.  An  entry,  under  a  elianapertoa* 
deed,  upon  land  of  whlcli  another  In 
In  possession,  does  not  confer  upon  the 
one  making  It  the  right,  when  sued  in  replevin 
for  timber  taken  from  the  property,  to  force 
the  former  occupant  to  prove  his  title. 

4.  Actual  possession  by  Indosnre  of 
a  portion  of  land  claimed  under  a 
paper  title  draws  to  It  constructive  pos- 
session of  all  land  within  the  boundaries 
called  for  by  the  title  papers. 

5.  A  tract  of  land  Is  sufllclently  de- 
scribed In  a  deed  by  referring  to  It  by 
the  number  of  its  government  patent,  in 
which  it  is  definitely  described. 

e.  That  the  title  to  property  for  which 
replevin  is  brought  Is  shown  to  be  in 
one  of  the  plaintiffs  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  action ;  and  defendant  cannot  take  ad- 


NOTB. — Riffht  to  maintain  replevin  by  or  against 
one  in  adverse  possession  of  land  for  things 
severed, 

I.  The  general  ru^e. 

a.  In  general,  732. 

b.  Reason  of  the  rule,  782. 
II.  Nature  of  the  adverse  possession. 

a.  In  general,  734. 

b.  Incidental  trial  of  title,  735. 
III.  Replevin  of  fructus  industriales,  737. 

I.  The  general  rule. 

a.  In  general. 

Generally  speaking,  the  rule  undoubtedly  is 
that  replevin,  or  an  action  of  that  nature,  Is  not 
maintainable  against  one  in  the  adverse  posses- 
sion of  land,  for  things  severed  therefrom. 

Thus,  the  owner  of  the  freehold  cannot  main- 
tain an  action  of  detinue  for  things  severed,  if. 
at  the  time  of  the  severance,  he  had  not  actual 
possession  of  the  land  which  was  then  held  and 
occupied  adversely  to  him.  Cooper  v.  Watson, 
73  Ala.  252. 

So,  it  is  admitted  in  Leatherwood  v.  Sullivan, 
81  Ala.  464,  1  So.  718,  and  Adler  v.  Prestwood, 
122  Ala.  374,  24  So.  999,  that,  as  a  general 
rule,  when  the  defendant  In  an  action  of 
detinue  for  chattels  severed  from  land  is  in 
possession  of  the  land  from  which  the  chattels 
were  severed,  holding  adversely  to  the  claimant 
(J!)  L.  R.  A. 


and  disputing  his  title,  the  action  is  not  main 
tainable. 

And  so,  the  owner  of  land  out  of  possession  1» 
not  entitled,  after  he  has  established  his  right 
to  the  possession,  to  recover  the  fruits  of  tht^ 
land  from  one  who  purchased  them  from  an  oc- 
cupant who  at  tho  time  was  in  the  adverse 
possession  of  it.  Johnston  v.  Fish,  105  Cal. 
420,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  55,  38  Pac.  979. 

"When  one  who  is  in  the  adverse  possession 
gathers  a  crop  in  the  course  of  husbandry,  or 
severs  a  tree  or  other  thing  from  the  land,  the 
thing  severed  becomes  a  chattel ;  but  It  does  not 
become  the  property  of  the  owner  of  the  land.* 
for  his  title  is  devested, — he  Is  out  of  posses- 
sion, and  has  no  right  to  the  immediate  posses- 
sion of  the  thing.  .  .  .  The  owner  of  the 
land  cannot  sue  for  the  thing  severed  in  trover 
or  detinue  as  a  chattel."  Brothers  v.  Hurdle. 
32  N.  C.  (10  Ired.  L.)  490.  51  Am.  Dec.  400, 
ohiter. 

Crops  grown  and  harvested  by  one  in  the  ad- 
verse possession  of  land  may  not  be  replevied 
by  another,  who  also  claimed  the  land  by  reason 
of  an  entry  made  under  the  timber-culture  laws. 
Rathbone  v.  Boyd,  30  Kan.  485.  2  Pac.  664. 

b.  Reason  of  the  rule. 

The  reason  upon  which  this  rule  is  broadly 
placed  is  that  title  to  land  cannot  be  tried  In  a 
transitory  action. 
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yantage  of  the  fact  that  other  plaintiffs  are 
not  shown  to  have  a  right  to  the  possession 
of  any  Interest  therein. 

T.  Tliat  one  •ainv  to  reeover  loar*  cut 
from  real  estate  1»  alioMrn  to  have 
cleeded  a^'ay  a  portion  of  tlie  land, 
and  that  the  grant  Is  not  shown  not  to  have 
Included  the  logs,  are  Immaterial,  where  the 
grantee  is  Joined  as  plaintiff  In  the  action. 

■8.  That  loffB  for  'wlilcli  reple-vln  !• 
bronirlit  ^'ere  not  all  cnt  front  plain- 
titTu  land  Is  Imniaterialf  where  the  one 
from  whose  land  they  were  cut  transferred 
all  his  right  to  plaintiff  before  the  bringing 
of  the  action. 

{Wilkes,  J.,  disacnta.) 

(February  18,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  the  administrator  of  Hizar 
Beaty,  deceased,  from  a  judgment  of  the 


Circuit  Court  for  Fentress  County  in  favor 
of  plaintiffs  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
certain  logs  alleged  to  have  been  wrong- 
fully removed  from  plaintiffs'  property. 
Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr,  John  F.  McNntt,  for  appellant: 

Before  plaintiffs  are  entitled  to  the  judg- 
ment for  the  possession  of  the  logs  replevied 
in  the  case,  they  must  show  that  they  were 
the  true  and  lawful  owners  of  the  lands 
from  which  said  logs  were  cut  and  removed, 
or  that  they  were  in  the  actual  and  exclu- 
sive possession  of  said  lands. 

Collier  v.  Yearwood,  6  Baxt.  581. 

Plaintiffs  cannot  recover  where  the  prop- 
erty belongs  to  a  third  party. 

McFerrin  v.  Perry,   1   Sneed,  314;   Robb 


An  action  of  replevin  does  not  He  for  the 
purpose  of  litigating  and  determining  the  title 
to  real  estate  between  adverse  claimants. 
Baker  v.  Campbell,  32  Mo.  App.  529,  obiter. 

So,  the  owner  of  land  may  not  bring  replevin 
for  chattels  severed  when  the  land  is  in  the  ad- 
verse possession  of  the  defendant,  or  of  a  third 
person.  The  law  does  not  permit  him  to  assert 
his  title  to  the  land  *  against  the  person  in 
adverse  possession  in  that  manner.  Anderson 
V.  Hapler,  34  111.  436,  85  Am.  Dec.  318. 

And  so,  when  the  person  severing  timber 
from  land  Is  In  the  adverse  possession  thereof, 
the  owner  may  not  maintain  detinue  therefor, 
since  title  and  right  of  possession  of  lands  can- 
not be  determined  in  such  an  action.  Street  v. 
Nelson,  80  Ala.  231. 

An  action  in  replevin  is  not  maintainable  by 
one  not  in  the  actual,  exclusive  possession  of  a 
quarry,  for  slates  taken  therefrom,  whatever 
his  title  may  be,  ngalnst  one  who  is  in  the 
possession  under  a  claim  of  right  This  decision 
is  based  upon  the  ground  that  title  cannot  be 
decided  in  a  transitory  action  because  that 
might  lead  to  the  trial  of  title  of  a  coal  mine 
in  England  In  an  action  of  replevin  for  coal  dug 
•out  of  the  mine  and  carried  to  Pennsylvania ; 
and  title  to  the  soli  in  a  foreign  nation  might 
thus  be  tried  In  a  transitory  action.  Brown  v. 
Caldwell,  10  Serg.  &  R.  114,  13  Am.  Dec.  660. 
This  decision,  however,  is  abrogated  by  a  statute 
which  now  exists  in  Pennsylvania,  providing  as 
follows :  **In  all  actions  of  replevin  now  pend- 
ing, or  hereafter  brought,  to  recover  timber, 
lumber,  coal,  or  other  property  severed  from 
realty,  the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  recover, 
notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  title  to  tne 
land  from  which  said  property  was  severed 
may  be  in  dispute :  Provided,  said  plaintiff 
shows  title  In  himself  at  the  time  of  the  sever- 
ance."    Act  May  15,  1871,  P.  L.  268,  §  1. 

The  plaintiff  out  of  possession  cannot  sue  for 
property  severed  from  the  freehold  when  the 
•defendant  Is  In  possession  of  the  premises  from 
which  the  property  was  severed,  holding  them 
adversely,  In  good  faith,  under  the  claim  and 
color  of  title:  in  other  words,  the  personal  ac- 
tion cannot  be  made  the  means  of  litigating  and 
determining  the  title  to  the  real  property  as 
between  conflicting  claimants.  Halleck  v. 
Mixer,  16  Cal.  574. 

And  so,  where  defendant  Is  in  the  actual 
possession  of  real  estate,  in  good  faith  claiming 
title  thereto,  a  party,  upon  the  claim  that  he 
•69  L.  R.  A. 


is  the  true  owner  of  the  real  estate,  may  not, 
by  claim  and  delivery,  secure  possession  of  a 
portion  of  a  house  severed  by  defendant  from 
the  land,  and  sold.  The  title  to  the  land  cannot 
be  litigated  in  that  kind  of  an  action.  Hlnes  v. 
Good,  128  Cal.  38,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  22,  60  Pac. 
627. 

In  order  to  maintain  an  action  of  replevin 
for  things  severed  from  the  realty,  the  plain- 
tiff must  have  had  the  actual  or  constructive 
possession  of  the  land ;  and,  as  the  title  to  land 
cannot  be  tried  ew  directo,  in  replevin,  if  the 
series  of  acts,  in  which  the  severance  and  tak- 
ing away  has  occurred,  are  sufficient  to  create 
an  adverse  possession  in  the  defendant,  replevin 
cannot  be  maintained.  Washburn  v.  Cutter,  17 
Minn.  361,  Oil.  835. 

The  plaintiff  may  not  Introduce  his  title 
papers  to  show  that  he  was  the  owner  of  land, 
in  an  action  of  replevin  to  recover  grain  har- 
vested therefrom,  when  the  defendant  had  been 
in  possession  of  the  land  for  several  years. 
Caldwell  v.  Custard,  7  Kan.  303. 

In  an  action  of  replevin  brought  by  one  in 
the  actual  possession  of  land  under  claim  of 
right,  for  oats  taken  therefrom  by  parties  at- 
tempting to  take  possession  of  part  of  the  land, 
testimony  to  show  that  the  plalntlff^s  possession 
of  the  land  was  not  in  good  faith,  but  that  she 
was  merely  acting  for  her  father  In  obtaining 
title  from  the  government  because  he  could  not 
enter  the  land,  was  inadmissible.  "The  con- 
troversy in  the  case  was  not  as  to  the  title  of 
the  land,  but  simply  as  to  the  possession  there- 
of, and  as  to  the  ownership  of  the  oats.*'  Barn- 
hart  V.  Ford,  37  Kan.  520,  15  Pac.  542. 

A  replevin  action  may  not  be  made  the  means 
of  litigating  and  determining  the  title  to  the 
realty  as  between  the  conflicting  claimants; 
and  therefore,  in  an  action  brought  by  one 
claiming  to  be  the  true  owner  of  the  premises, 
against  another  In  the  actual  possession  thereof 
and  claiming  title  adversely  to  the  plaintiff  by 
reason  of  a  tax  deed,  who  had  removed  a  house 
from  the  premises,  an  adjudication  of  the  In- 
validity of  the  tax  deed,  and  consequent  rendi- 
tion of  Judgment  In  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  was 
error.  Rees  v.  HIgglns,  9  Kan.  App.  832,  61 
Pac.  500. 

The  same  principle  holds  good  when  a  plain- 
tiff in  the  adverse  possession  of  lands  brings 
an  action  of  replevin  for  things  severed  during 
his  occupancy. 


Thus,   In  an   action   of  replevin  for  croj 
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V.  Cherry,  98  Tenn.  72,  88  S.  W.  412;  24 
Am.    &   Eng.    Enc.    Law,    2d    ed.    p.    486. 

The  plaintiffs  must  prove  either  general 
or  special  property  in  themselves,  or  they 
cannot  recover. 

Parham  v.  Riley,  4  Coldw.  5. 

The  original  owner  of  lands  sold  to  pay 
taxes  cannot  maintain  replevin  for  the  tim- 
ber cut  by  the  purchaser  between  the  times 
of  sale  and  of  redemption. 

Cromelien  v.  Brink,  29  Pa.  522. 

The  trial  judge  erred  in  declining  to 
pass  on  the  title. 

Hart  V.  Vinsani,  6  Heisk.  616. 

Messrs.  L.  T.  Smltliy  J.  T.  Wbeeler, 
and  A.  M.  Roberta  also'for  defendants. 

Messrs,  Conatser  Sc  Case,  for  appellees: 

Plaintiffs    below    were    not    required    to 


identify  the  logs  cut  from  the  land  ^'ith 
absolute  certainty  after  they  had  been 
mixed  with  logs  from  other  land  by  defend- 
ants below. 

Eldred  v.  Oconto  Co,  33  Wis.  133. 

Defendants  had  no  possession  of  the  land 
off  which  the  logs  were  cut. 

A  champertous  deed  is  no  protection 
whatever  for  any  purpose.  It  could  not 
be  offered  as  an  outstanding  title.  It  is 
void  for  all  purposes. 

Williams  v.  Eogan,  Meigs,  189;  Fowler  v. 
Nixon,  7  Heisk.  728;  Oheen  v.  Osborne,  11 
Heisk.  70. 

Description  by  reference  to  entry  number 
was  sufficient. 

Smith  V.  Greaves,  15  Lea,  459;  Solomon^ 
V.  Thatcher,  2  Shannon,  Cas.  37. 


brought  by,  a  plaintiff  in  the  actual  adverse 
possession  of  the  land,  the  defendant  cannot 
defend  upon  his  alleged  better  title  to  the  land. 
I^ehman  v.  Kellerman,  65  Pa.  489. 

II.  Nature  of  the  adverse  possession, 

a.  In  general. 

The  adverse  possession,  however,  to  be  ef- 
fectual in  giving  a  right  to  the  possession  and 
disposition  of  the  severed  chattels,  must  be 
more  than  a  mere  unsubstantiated  claim.  It 
mast  be  entered  into  and  continued  In  good 
faith,  and  under  at  least  claim,  and  perhaps 
color,  of  title. 

Thus,  an  action  to  recover  wood  cut  from  land 
is  malDtalnable  by  the  true  owner  against  the 
parties  who  cut  the  wood,  who  were  in  the  ad- 
verse possession  of  the  land  at  the  time,  but 
were  so  in  possession  without  title,  or  color  of 
title.  Kimball  v.  Lohmas,  81  Cal.  154.  The 
court  in  this  case  seems  to  regard  the  common- 
law  rule  to  he  that  replevin  cannot  be  main- 
tained for  property  severed  from  the  freehold 
white  in  the  adverse  possession  of  the  defendant, 
no  matter  what  may  be  the  character  of  his 
possession  In  other  respects, — ^whether  founded 
upon  title,  or  taken  by  bow  and  spear.  In  com- 
menting adversely  upon  this  rule,  the  court 
says:  "Upon  authority,  it  is  not  easy  to  say 
precisely  what  it  Is,  or  where  it  came  from. 
The  cases  by  no  means  agree,  and,  when  they 
attempt  a  reason,  they  are  equally  wide  apart: 
Considered  by  the  light  of  principle,  there  seems 
to  be  very  little  principle,  if  any.  Involved. 
The  wood  In  question,  having  been  cut  from 
the  land  of  the  plaintiff,  is  as  much  his  prop- 
erty now  as  before  it  was  cut.  By  the  sever- 
ance from  the  freehold  It  was  changed  from  real 
to  personal  property,  but  Its  title  was  unaffected. 
.  .  .  If,  then,  It  is  his  property,  why  is  he 
not  entitled  to  its  possession?  And,  if  en- 
titled to  the  possession,  why  Is  he  not  entitled 
to  an  action  for  it?'* 

So,  to  defeat  an  action  of  replevin  for  trees 
cut,  on  the  ground  of  disseisin  of  the  plaintiff, 
there  must  be  an  actual,  adverse  occupation  of 
the  land,  held  In  good  faith  under  claim  of 
title ;  and  therefore,  it  appearing  that  the  occu- 
pation was  temporary  only,  and  by  persons 
camped  on  it  for  the  purpose  of  felling  trees  to 
be  rafted  out,  there  was  no  permanent  or  con- 
tinuous occupation  of  the  land,  and  replevin 
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by  the  true  owner  of  the  trees  is  maintainable. 
Phillips  V.  Gastrell,  61  Miss.  413. 

It  Is  settled  that  an  action  in  replevin  will 
not  He  in  favor  of  the  legal  owner  of  land  for 
crops  planted  and  harvested  thereon  by  a  per- 
son in  the  actual  and  exclusive  possession  of 
the  land  in  good  faith  as  a  pre-emption  claim- 
ant, holding  the  same  adversely  to  all  other 
persons.  Smith  v.  Cunningham,  67  Cal.  263,  7 
Pac.  679,  obiter. 

An  action  to  recover  grains  sown  and  har- 
vested by  the  defendant  upon  lands  to  whlcb 
he  claimed  title,  and  of  which  he  had  the  actual ^ 
adverse,  and  exclusive  possession,  cannot  be 
maintained.  Martin  v.  Thompson,  62  Cal.  61 8» 
Followed  without  opinion  in  Martin  v.  Durand» 
62  Cal.  623. 

And  an  action  of  replevin  Is  not  maintainable 
against  defendants,  who  raised  and  harvested 
the  wheat  in  controversy  from  land  In  which 
they  were  in  the  actual  possession,  claiming 
title  thereto  under  an  Invalid  conveyance  from 
plaintiff,  i.  e.,  under  color  of  title.  Bmerson 
V.  Whltaker,  88  Cal.  147,  23  Pac.  285. 

The  court  conceded,  obiter.  In  Johnson  v.  Bl- 
wood,  53  N.  Y.  431,  that,  if  a  plaintiff  who  was 
attempting  to  maintain  an  action  of  replevin 
for  chattels  severed  from  realty  upon  tho 
ground  of  constructive  possession  under  a  tax 
deed  which  proved  to  be  a  nullity,  had  been  In 
actual  possession  of  the  land  under  such  a  deed, 
it  might  have  served  as  the  foundation  of  title 
by  adverse  possession,  which  would  have  en- 
abled the  plaintiff  to  protect  himself  against 
mere  trespassers  and  Intruders. 

An  action  of  replevin  Is  not  maintainable  for 
rails  and  posts  made  from  trees  cut  from  land, 
when  the  defendant  at  the  time  of  the  taking 
was  in  possession  of  the  land  under  an  actual 
claim  of  title.  Snyder  v.  Vaux,  2  Rawle,  423,  21 
Am.  Dec.  466. 

And  so  an  action  of  claim  and  delivery,  to  re- 
cover logs  severed  from  the  land  while  the  de- 
fendant was  in  possession  thereof  under  a  claim 
of  title,  is  not  maintainable.  Harrison  v.  IIoCT. 
102  N.  C.  126,  9  S.  E.  638. 

An  action  In  replevin  cannot  be  maintained 
against  one  who  has  purchased  hay  taken  frori 
a  farm,  from  a  party  In  possession  of  the  farm 
claiming  It  as  his  own  against  the  world.  nMd 
holding  it  adversely, — the  action  l>eini?  bror^'H 
before  the  plaintiff  recovered  possession  of  t  .t* 
farm.  Stock  well  v.  Phelps,  34  N.  Y.  :JC3,  t  •► 
Am.  Dec.  710. 
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Only  the  party  having  the  eldest  entry 
is  permitted  to  give  it  in  evidence. 

Wilaon  v.  Kilcannon,  1  Overt.  202;  Hen- 
drick  V.  Dallunif  1  Overt.  427;  Anderson 
V.  Cannon,  Cooke  (Tenn.)  27;  Conn  v. 
Baielip,  1  Swan,  31. 

Messrs,  Evaas  Sc  Snodsrass  also  for  ap- 
pellee Clark. 

Neil,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Fentress  county,  in  replevin,  by 
defendants  in  error,  to  recover  of  plaintiffs 
in  error  45  logs.  The  case  was  tried  before 
Hon.  D.  L.  Lansden,  chancellor,  sitting  as 
circuit  judge,  without  the  intervention  of 
a  jury.    He  rendered  a  judgment  in  favor 


of  Clark  and  others  against  Lieberman, 
Loveman,  &.  O'Brien  and  the  estate  of  Hizar 
Beaty  (J.  T.  Wheeler,  administrator),  and 
the  latter  aloiie  appealed.  There  was  evi- 
dently a  purpose  on  the  part  of  Hizar 
Beaty,  in  taking  the  logs,  to  compel  de- 
fendants in  error  to  try  the  title  to  the 
land  on  which  the  logs  grew,  through  the 
agency  of  the  replevin  suit;  but  His  Honor 
found  as  a  fact  that  the  defendants  in 
error  were  in  possession  of  the  land  on 
which  the  logs  grew  at  the  time  they  were 
cut  by  the  said  Hizar  Beaty,  and  he  de- 
clined to  consider  the  question  whether  the 
defendants  in  error  had  the  superior  title. 
He  passed  upon  certain  title  papers  of  the 
plaintiffs  in  error,  holding  them  void  on  the 
ground  of  champerty,   for  the  purpose  of 


After  the  entry  and  occupation  of  defendant 
upon  land  under  a  claim  of  title,  an  action  in 
replevin  for  crops  severed  Is  not  maintainable 
against  him  by  the  disseisee  out  of  possession. 
De  Mott  V.  Ha£:erman,  8  Cow.  220,  18  Am.  Dec. 
443. 

A  plaintiff  not  In  the  possession  of  land  can- 
Dot  maintain  replevin  against  one  In  possession 
in  good  faith  under  a  claim  of  right,  although 
under  a  contract  utterly  Illegal  and  void,  for 
crops  planted  and  harvested  by  htm.  Groome  v. 
Almstead,  101  Cal.  425,  35  Pac.  1021. 

It  teems  to  be  the  opinion  of  the  court  In 
Brewer  v.  Fleming,  51  Pa.  102,  that  replevin 
will  not  lie  against  one  In  the  actual  possession 
of  land  under  a  claim  of  title,  for  timber,  slate, 
or  other  products  severed  by  him  from  the  free- 
hold. But  this  doctrine  Is  abrogated  in  Pennsyl- 
vania by  the  statute  set  out  In  I.,  b,  supra. 

The  purchaser  of  an  equity  of  redemption  in 
land,  who  makes  an  open  and  peaceable  entry 
under  a  sheriff's  deed,  thereby  becomes  seised 
and  possessed  of  the  land  conveyed  to  him.  In- 
cluding the  crops  thereon ;  and  may  maintain 
an  aptlon  of  replevin  against  the  former  owners, 
who  had  continued  to  occupy  two  dwelling 
houses  upon  the  premises,  for  hay  taken  by 
them  from  the  land.  Nichols  v.  Dewey,  4  Allen, 
886.     * 

One  who  entered  upon  a  tract  of  land  under  a 
conveyance  In  fee,  claiming  title  to  It,  and  ex- 
ercising acts  of  dominion  over  the  whole,  may 
maintain  replevin  for  boards  made  from  trees 
cut  from  a  part  of  the  land,  In  the  nature  of 
woodland,  by  a  trespasser,  and  although  that 
part  was  not  Inclosed,  and  no  Improvements  had 
been  made  thereon,  and  no  dominion  exercised 
over  it,  except  to  use  it  for  purposes  of  fuel  and 
timber.    Davis  v.  Basley,  13  111.  103. 

A  trespasser  who  goes  upon  lands  of  another 
without  claim  or  color  of  title  cannot  acquire 
a  right  or  title  to  crops  or  timber  by  severing 
and  removing  the  same  from  the  freehold ;  yet, 
If  the  owner  has  notice  that  the  trespasser  Is 
upon  the  premises,  exercising  acts  of  ownership, 
and  acquiesces  therein ;  or  if,  upon  a  notice  by 
the  owner  to  the  Intruder  to  desist,  the  demand 
Is  refused,  and  he  remains  upon  the  premises, 
and  continues  to  exercise  acts  of  dominion, — 
such  possession  becomes  actual  and  adverse  to 
that  of  the  owner,  to  the  extent  only,  however, 
of  the  land  actually  occupied.  The  trespasser, 
therefore,  cannot  maintain  an  action  of  detinue 
against  the  legal  owner  for  corn  planted  and 
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harvested  by  the  latter  upon  other  portions  of 
the  tract  of  land  than  the  part  actually  occupied 
by  him.  Stewart  v.  Tucker,  106  Ala.  821,  17 
So.  385. 

An  owner  of  timber  land,  although  not  In 
actual  possession  thereof,  may  maintain  replevin 
for  timber  cut  therefrom  against  one  who  tem- 
porarily occupied  the  land  while  engaged  In 
lumbering  operations  under  the  belief  that  the 
part  occupied  by  him  was  within  his  lines. 
Young  V.  Herdlc,  65  Pa.  172. 

And  so  an  action  of  replevin  will  He  by  the 
owner  of  land,  although  not  In  actual  possession 
thereof,  against  one  who  wrongfully  enters  up- 
on it  under  a  void  deed,  and  cuts  down  and  car- 
ries off  timber  and  bark,  when  the  latter  had 
notice  of  the  legal  title  of  plaintiff;  since  his 
possession,  which  was  merely  temporary  for  the 
purpose  of  cutting  the  timber  and  bark,  was  not 
an  adverse  claim  made  In  good  faith.  Youmans 
V.  Francisco,  15  N.  Y.  Week.  Dig.  312. 

One  In  possession  of  land,  claiming  under  a 
pre-emption  right  under  the  act  of  Congress 
June  1,  1840,  cannot  maintain  replevin  to  re- 
cover rails  made  from  timber  upon  the  land,  be- 
fore his  right  to  a  pre-emption  was  proved  and 
patent  Issued.    Bower  v.  Hlgbee,  0  Mo.  259. 

Where  neither  of  the  parties  In  possession  of 
the  land  set  up  color  or  claim  of  title,  b\it  each 
was  diligently  seeking  to  acquire  the  title  of 
the  United  States  to  the  same  parcel  of  public 
lands.  In  the  honest  belief  that,  under  the  laws 
of  the  United  States,  he  was  entitled  to  the  pre- 
emption, and  would  ultimately  acquire  the  legal 
title,  an  action  of  replevin  will  not  He  In  favor 
of  one  against  the  other  for  hay  cut  from  the 
land.  Page  v.  Fowler,  28  Cal.  605.  This  hold- 
ing was  restated  as  the  court's  opinion  upon  a 
subsequent  appearance  of  the  case,  reported  in 
37  Cal.  100. 

b.  Incidental  itHal  of  title. 

It  being  thus  necessary  that  the  adverse  pos- 
session be  in  good  faith,  under  claim,  and  per- 
haps color,  of  title,  and  more  than  a  mere  un- 
substantiated claim,  it  Is  obvious  that,  notwith- 
standing the  rule  that  title  Is  not  triable  in  a 
transitory  action,  the  nature  of  the  parties' 
claims  must  be  to  some  extent  Inquired  Into  In 
order  to  determine  whether  the  adverse  holding 
Is  sufficient  to  give  the  claimant  the  right  to 
the  possession  and  disposition  of  the  chattels. 

This  doctrine  and  practice  appear  nowhere 
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determining  the  question  of  conflicting 
possession. 

The  plaintiff  in  error  appealed  from  the 
judgment  of  his  honor,  and  has  filed  numer- 
ous grounds  of  error.  These  assignments 
cover  a  wide  scope,  ranging  over  the  whole 
field  of  title,  and,  besides,  raising  numer- 
ous questions  of  evidence.  In  the  view  we 
take  of  the  case,  it  will  be  necessary  to  no- 
tice only  a  few  of  the  assignments. 

There  is  some  evidence  in  the  record  to 
support  the  finding  of  His  Honor  that  the 
defendants  in  error  were  in  possession  of  the 
land  from  which  the  logs  were  cut  by  Hizar 
Beaty  at  the  time  they  were  cut.  So  on 
this  appeal  that  question  must  be  deter- 
mined in  their  favor.  The  land  referred 
to  was  covered  by  grant  No.  3,.329,  issued 
on  the  a2d  of  April,  1834,  to  Milton  King. 
There  are  in  the  record  two  deeds  p'urport« 
ing  to  convey  the  same  land  to  Bruno  Gernt, 
one  of  the  defendants  in  error ;  a  deed  from 
A.  Litton,  Jane  E.  Litton,  and  Alice  W. 
Litton,  of  date  September  13,  1889;  and 
a  deed  from  Claiborne  Beaty,  of  date  March 


5,  1890.  There  is  also  in  the  record  a 
lease,  of  date  August  3,  1896,  made  by 
Bruno  Gernt,  Sidney  Beckwith,  W.  L.  Jenks, 
W.  W.  Jones,  and  James  N.  Clark  (defend- 
ants in  error),  to  one  Abe  Franklin,  cover- 
ing this  same  land.  There  is  also  testimony 
in  the  record  to  the  effect  that,  while  Abe 
Franklin  was  holding  under  this  lease,  re- 
siding in  a  house  built  upon  the  land,  the 
said  Hizar  Beaty  entered  upon  the  land  and 
cut  the  logs.  Upon  the  strength  of  this 
testimony,  His  Honor  held  that  the  defend- 
ants in  error  were  entitled  to  recover  in 
replevin,  regardless  of  the  question  concern- 
ing the  ultimate  title  to  the  land,  since  the 
special  property  conferred  by  possession  is 
sufiicient  to  support  the  action  of  replevin 
against  a  trespasser.  We  think  His  Hon- 
or's view  was  correct.  The  rule  referred  to 
is  necessary  to  the  preservation  of  the 
peace  of  society.  If  it  should  not  be  main- 
tained, it  would  soon  result  that  men,  every- 
where, in  cases  of  disputed  title  to  personal 
property,  would  seize  the  property  by  the 
strong  hand,  at  the  outset,  for  the  purpose 


more  clearly  than  In  Wheeler  v.  Clabk, 
although  there  are  other  earlier  decisions  to  the 
same  effect. 

So,  the  title  to  land  may  certainly  he  looked 
into  to  determine  the  rights  of  the  parties,  and 
incidentally  tried  in  a  transitory  action,  when 
necessary  to  establish  the  title  to  personal  prop- 
erty severed  from  realty.  Thus,  in  an  action 
of  replevin  for  hay  claimed  by  plaintiff  by 
reason  of  his  ownership  of  the  land,  which  he 
had  inclosed  and  otherwise  improved,  against 
a  defendant  who  broke  down  a  portion  of  the 
fence,  entered  upon  the  land,  and  took  posses- 
sion, presumably  under  a  claim  of  pre-emption, 
the  latter  is  a  naked  trespasser,  making  an  un- 
warranted entry  upon  the  inclosure  of  another, 
and  the  granting  of  a  nonsuit  to  him  is  error. 
Laurendeau  v.  Fugelli,  1  Wash.  559,  21  Pac.  29. 

In  an  action  of  replevin  for  rails  cut  and  split 
by  the  plaintiff  on  uninclosed  land  claimed  by 
him,  and  afterwards  hauled  away  and  appro- 
priated by  defendant,  who  also  claimed  title  to 
the  land,  it  was  held  relevant  to  prove  title  to 
the  land  for  the  purpose  of  showing  who  had 
the  right  to  the  rails.  The  court  uses  the  fol- 
lowing language:  "The  question  before  the 
Jury  in  this  case  was,  In  whom  was  the  title 
or  right  of  possession  of  the  rails?  This  did  not 
depend,  necessarily,  upon  the  question  as  to  who 
had  the  title  to  the  land.  But,  situated  as  the 
trees  were  out  of  which  the  rails  were  made,  the 
land  being  uninclosed,  and  therefore  not  in  the 
actual  possession  of  either  party,  it  became  a 
legitimate  and  necessary  inquiry  to  ascertain 
upon  whose  land  they  stand,  and  not  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  the  question  of  title  to  the 
land,  but  as  a  means  of  determining  who  had 
the  right  to  the  possession  of  the  rails  when 
made."     Hart  v.  Vinsant,  0  Heisk.  610. 

Where  a  party  claiming  title  to  land  by  rea- 
son of  tax  titles  brings  an  action  of  replevin 
for  the  possession  of  logs  severed  from  the  land, 
against  one  claiming  title  thereto,  the  validity 
of  his  title  may  be  Inquired  into  by  the  court, 
not  to  determine  who  has  the  legal  title  to  the 
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land,  but  to  determine  who  is  the  owner  there- 
of, and  entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  per- 
sonal property.  The  court  looks  to  the  sub- 
stance ;  and,  when  it  can  see  that  the  action  is 
one  to  determine  the  right  to  the  possession  of 
personal  property,  and  not  to  try  conflicting 
titles  to  land,  it  will  proceed  with  the  investi- 
gation, and  permit  the  respective  parties  to 
make  out  their  case  by  the  best  testimony  In 
their  power.  Buscb  v.  Nester,  70  Mich.  525,  38 
N.  W.  458. 

As  declared  by  the  court  In  Harlan  v.  Harlan. 
15  Pa.  507,  53  Am.  Dec.  612 :  **The  court  looks 
to  the  substance ;  and,  where  it  appears  that  in 
truth  It  Is  a  trial  of  title,  then  it  is  properly 
ruled  that  replevin  is  not  the  proper  action,  but 
that  it  must  be  tried  in  another  form.'* 

Had  a  plaintiff  proved  that  he  derived  his 
title  from  a  state  government  patent ;  or  had  he 
proved  that  he  was  in  actual  possession  of  land 
when  logs  were  cut  therefrom, — he  would  have 
thereby  made  prima  facie  proof  of  ownership, 
and,  to  defeat  an  action  in  replevin,  the  burden 
would  have  been  upon  the  defendants  to  show 
that  the  legal  title  was  In  some  other  plain- 
tiff; but,  had  he  been  In  the  actual  possession 
and  occupancy  of  the  land  when  the  logs  were 
cut  therefrom,  he  could  have  maintained  an 
action  in  replevin  without  making  any  proof  of 
a  paper  title,  unless  the  defendants  proved  an 
adverse  title  thereto  of  a  higher  character  than 
a  mere  possessory  one.  Hungerford  v.  Bedford. 
29  Wis.  345. 

So,  if  a  plaintiff  was  in  the  actual  possession 
and  occupancy  of  land  when  the  trespass  was 
committed  thereon,  he  may  maintain  replevin 
without  making  any  proof  of  a  paper  title,  un- 
less the  defendant  proved  an  adverse  title  there- 
to of  a  higher  character  than  a  mere  possessory 
one.  McNarra  v.  Chicago  ft  N.  W.  R.  Co.  41 
Wis.  69,  obiter. 

It  was  held  In  Elliott  v.  Powell,  10  Watts, 
453,  36  Am.  Dec.  200,  that,  in  an  action  of 
replevin  brought  by  one  in  the  possession  of 
land  for  a  crop  severed  therefrom,  evidence  was 
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of  forcing  upon  the  adversary  party  the 
necessity  of  taking  the  initiative  in  a  bur- 
densome suit,  and  assuming  the  onus  of 
proof  as  to  title. 

It  is  insisted  that,  if  the  chancellor  was 
at  liberty  to  decline  to  go  into  the  final 
question  of  title  to  the  land  on  which  the 
logs  grew,  it  was  inconsistent  and  improper 
in  him  to  look  to  the  deeds  above  referred 
to  for  the  purpose  of  defining  possession. 
We  do  not  think  so.  The  use  of  deeda,  and 
even  title  bonds,  for  this  purpose  is  quite 
common.  The  question  proposed  for  consid- 
eration was  not  one  of  title,  but  oiily  of 
possession, — a  distinct,  independent,  and 
legal  inquiry  under  our  system  of  real  prop- 
erty law.  To  meet  this  special  phase  of 
the  case  made  by  the  defendants  in  error, 
the  plaintiffs  in  error  offered  in  evidence 
in  the  court  below  a  deed  purporting  to 
have  been  made  by  the  Union  Land,  Coal, 
&  Coke  Company  to  the  Cumberland  Coal  & 
Coke  Company,  of  date  September  24,  1899, 
covering  the  same  land,  and  testimony  tend- 
ing to  show  that  Hizar  Beaty  cut  the  logs 


under  the  authority  of  the  latter  company. 
The  deed  was  objected  to  by  the  defendants 
in  error  on  the  ground  of  champerty,  be- 
cause the  testimony  showed  that  they 
(defendants  in  error)  were  in  possession 
of  the  land,  by  a  tenant  residing  thereon, 
when  the  deed  in  question  was  made.  This 
objection  was  sustained  by  the  chancellor, 
ana  the  deed  excluded,  lo  this  action  er- 
ror is  assigned  here  by  the  plaintiffs  in  er- 
ror. There  can  be  no  doubt,  under  our  stat- 
ute, that  such  a  deed  is  void.  Green  v. 
Cumberland  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  110  Tenn.  35, 
72  S.  W.  469.  But  plaintiffs  in  error  reply 
to  this  that  even  a  void  deed  may  be  "color 
of  title,"  under  our  decisions,  and  a  posses- 
sion thereunder,  if  held  long  enough,  may, 
under  the  statute  of  limitations,  ripen  into 
a  good  title,  which  is,  of  course,  true.  From 
this  it  is  urged  that  the  entry  upon  the 
land  imder  the  champertous  deed  in  ques- 
tion was  lawful,  and  neutralized  the  prior 
possession  under  the  two  Gemt  deeds  re- 
ferred to.  We  think  the  conclusion  is  based 
upon  a  false  assumption.     Possession  under 


admissible  on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  show- 
ing that  he  was  the  real  owner  and  as  such 
entered  Into  possession,  and  harvested  the  crop^ 
and  had  since  remained  in  possession ;  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  merely  a  trespasser.  The  court 
says :  "It  is  a  mistake  to  suppose  that  the 
title  to  real  estate  may  not  he  Incidentally  tried 
In  a  transitory  action.  Cases  may  be  put  where 
the  greatest  Injustice  would  result  If  this  could 
not  lie  done.*'  But  this  decision  is  criticized  in 
Lehman  v.  Eellerman,  65  Pa.  489,  Bupra,  I.,  b, 
where  the  court  says  that,  taken  in  the  full  ex- 
tent of  the  principle  stated  In  the  opinion,  the 
holding  would  conflict  with  subsequent,  as  well 
as  previous,  decisions.  The  court  further  points 
out,  however,  that,  although  the  plaintiff  was  in 
the  actual  possession  and  sowed  the  grain,  it 
does  not  appear  that  he  did  so  under  an  adverse 
title;  and  that  the  opinion  evidently  proceeds 
upon  the  ground  that  there  was  no  contested 
title,  and  that  the  defendant  had  an  immediate 
right  of  entry. 

III.  Replevin  of  fructua  induatrUOet, 

In  a  few  decisions  a  different  reason  appears 
for  refusing  to  allow  replevin  against  an  ad- 
verse possessor  of  land  for  disposing  of  crops, 
than  the  denial  of  trial  of  title  in  a  transitory 
action. 

Thus,  in  holding  that  an  action  to  recover  the 
possession  of  a  quantity  of  prairie  hay  mado 
from  grass  cut  by  one  without  right,  although 
under  a  claim  of  right,  he  having  purchased  the 
right  to  malce  the  hay  of  one  who  claimed  to 
have  authority  to  sell  it,  is  not  mnintainable, 
the  court  says :  "It  is  true  the  hay  in  stack  is 
the  grass  which  belonged  to  plaintiff,  cut  and 
cured,  and  preserved  for  use ;  but  the  labor  of 
defendant,  rendered  in  good  faith  under  a  claim 
of  right,  gave  to  the  hay  substantially  all  its 
value.  .  .  .  Therefore,  the  plaintiff  should 
not  be  permitted  to  enjoy  the  fruits  of  defend- 
ant's labor  without  paying  therefor."  Lewis  v. 
rourtrlght.  77  Iowa,  190,  41  N.  W.  615. 
09  L.  R.  A.  47 


So.  an  action  of  replevin  will  not  He  on  the 
part  of  the  true  owner  of  land  for  crops  raised 
and  harvested  on  the  land  by  parties  holding 
the  possession  thereof  adversely  to  him.  The 
court  says:  "In  such  case  it  is  well  settled 
that  the  annual  crops  fructua  induatrialea  can- 
not be  recovered  by  an  action  of  replevin." 
Pennybecker  v.  McDougal,  46  Cal.  661. 

He  who  is  in  possession  of,  and  cultivates, 
a  piece  of  land,  and  harvests  a  crop  grown 
thereon,  and  severs  the  same  from  the  soil,  can- 
not be  dispossessed  of  said  crop  by  the  owner 
of  the  land,  in  an  action  of  replevin.  "This  we 
consider  the  well-settled  law  of  this  state."  Mc- 
Allister V.  Lawler,  32  Mo.  App.  91. 

Crops  were  held  not  intended  to  be  Included 
by  the  words  "other  property"  in  the  act  of 
1871,  providing  that,  "In  all  actions  of  replevin 
now  pending  or  hereafter  brought  to  recover 
timber,  lumber,  coal,  or  other  property  severed 
from  realty,  the  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to 
recover,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  title 
to  the  land  from  which  said  property  was 
severed  may  be  in  dispute ;"  and,  therefore.  It 
was  held  that  replevin  will  not  lie  on  the  part  of 
one  claiming  title  to  land,  for  crops  harvested 
by  another,  who  is  in  actual,  adverse  posses*  . 
slon  of  the  land  under  a  claim  of  title.  The 
court  admits  that  the  act  of  1871  has  changed 
the  rule  that  replevin  will  not  lie  by  one  out 
of  possession  to  recover  against  one  in  posses 
slon  and  claiming  title,  for  chattels  which  had 
become  such  by  severance  from  the  land,  so  fa** 
as  the  property  mentioned  therein  and  other 
property  of  like  character,  such  as  slate,  marble, 
iron  ore,  zinc  ore,  etc.,  are  concerned  ;  but,  grow- 
ing crops  being  produced  by  the  labor  of  the 
adverse  possessor,  it  would  be  a  great  hard- 
ship to  subject  him  to  a  succession  of  actions 
for  his  various  crops  when  harvested,  and  to 
the  necessity  of  trying  complicated  and  vexa- 
tious que.stions  of  title  to  land,  in  the  determi- 
nation of  the  ownership  of  his  fruits,  vege- 
tables, and  crops.  Renick  v.  Boyd,  99  Pa.  569, 
44  Am.  Rep.  124.  M.  M.  M. 
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a  false  deed  cannot,  in  the  very  nature  of 
thingSi  be  rightful.  In  fact  and  in  law  it 
is  wrongful  against  the  person  having  the 
true  title,  and  the  true  right  of  possession 
attendant  upon  that  title,  during  every  day 
it  lasts,  until  the  full  term  of  seven  years 
has  been  completed.  When  that  time  ar- 
rives, the  possession  having  been  open,  no- 
torious, adverse,  and  undisturbed,  and  the 
deed  having  been  registered  during  the  full 
term  of  seven  years,  a  distinct  right  is 
conferred  upon  the  hitherto  wrongful  pos- 
sessor by  positive  law, — our  statute  of  1819, 
based  upon  a  well-known  publio  policy, 
which  need  not  be  more  particularly  re- 
ferred to.  Shannon's  Code,  §  4456.  When 
this  term  of  seven  years  has  been  thus  com- 
pleted under  color  of  title,  various  ques- 
tions may  and  do  arise,  in  estimating  the 
value  of  that  possession,  looking  back  over 
its  course.  Among  these  is  the  question  of 
the  neutralization  of  one  possession  by  an- 
other. It  is  held  that  in  the  case  of  the 
interlap  of  grants,  rival  possessions  within 
the  interlap  will  neutralize  each  other,  and 
the  case  must  be  determined  upon  the 
strength  of  title. 

These  doctrines  find  their  most  ordinary 
application  in  cases  arising  under  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  albeit  they  are  some- 
times controlling  in  questions  purely  of  pos- 
session. It  is  not  true,  however,  that,  if 
one  be  in  actual  possession  of  a  portion  of 
a  tract  of  land,  by  a  house  or  other  indo- 
irare  built  thereon,  occupied  by  a  tenant 
under  a  deed  defining  boundaries,  under 
which  state  of  facts  the  possession  is  extend- 
ed by  construction  of  law  to  the  whole 
boundary  covered  by  the  deed  {Mansfield 
V.  Northcuty  112  Tenn.  536,  80  S.  W.  437), 
another  may  enter  upon  the  same  land  un- 
der a  forged  or  a  champertous  deed,  and 
force  the  former  to  bring  ejectment  against 
him,  or  proceed,  after  entering,  to  cut  tim- 
ber, and,  when  sued  by  the  former  in  re- 
plevin for  the  timber  itself,  or  when  sued 
for  the  value,  compel  such  prior  possessor 
to  try  the  title  to  the  land  on  which  the 
timber  grew.  Certainly,  if  such  suit  be 
brought  within  three  years  (Shannon's 
Code,  §  5096)  for  possession  against  such 
interloper,  the  action  would  be  one  in  for- 
cible entry  and  detainer,  and  not  ejectment ; 
and  in  such  an  action  the  question  of  title 
would  not  arise,  but  only  the  question  of 
prior  possession.  The  same  would  neces- 
sarily be  true  of  a  suit  brought  within 
three  years  to  recover  for  timber  cut, 
whether  in  a  direct  action  for  the  timber 
itself,  as  in  the  present  case,  or  for  the 
value  of  it.  Whether  this  rule  would  be 
different  after  the  expiration  of  throo  years, 
we  need  not  consider,  since  the  present  ac- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


tion  was  brought  within  less  than  three 
months  after  the  seizure  of  the  logs.  How- 
ever, there  can  be  no  doubt  that  adverse 
possession  of  personal  property  for  three 
years  would  vest  title  therein  (Shannon*^ 
Code,  §  4470;  Morris  v.  Lowe,  97  Tenn. 
243,  36  S.  W.  1098)  so  as  to  bar  an  action 
for  the  property  itself.  But  it  is,  beyond 
question,  true  that  prior  possession  itself 
would  furnish  a  sufficient  basis  of  right  to 
support  an  action  against  a  trespasser  for 
either  real  or  personal  property.  Prior  pos- 
session, in  and  of  itself,  confers  a  right  as 
against  all  trespassers,  or  persons  seizing^ 
property  without  due  process  of  law;  and 
the  law  will  protect  that  right  against  such 
persons  by  restoring,  through  an  appropri- 
ate possessory  action,  that  possession,  when 
it  18  violated  in  the  manner  indicated. 
Any  other  course  of  decision  would  soon 
fill  the  state  with  vexatious  and  wasteful 
litigation,  if  not  with  violence  and  blood- 
shed. Under  the  opposite  theory,  how  easy 
it  would  be  to  disturb  any  man's  title' 
And  how  great  the  reward  for  disrupting 
the  peace  of  society!  Any  man  oovetlnjc 
the  land  of  another  could  cause  &  third 
party  to  make  him  a  deed  purporting  to  con- 
vey an  estate  in  fee,  and  then  enter  upon  the 
land  and  proceed  to  hold  it,  or  even  merely 
to  cut  timber;  and,  to  enable  the  prior 
possessor  to  obtain  redress,  he  must  submit 
to  a  raking  fire  on  his  title,  from  turret  to 
foundation  stone.  If  such  investigation  re- 
veal one  spot  of  fatal  weakness,  his  arms- 
of  both  attack  and  defense  are  shattered  in 
his  hands,  and  the  interloper  is  left  in  pos- 
session of  the  property;  and  this  not  be- 
cause he  has  the  better  right,  but  because  he 
was  shrewd  enough  to  discover  the  weakness, 
of  his  victim's  position,  and  bold  enough  'to- 
place  himself  in  an  attitude  where  that 
victim  would  be  compelled  to  attack  him 
under  an  irretrievable  disadvantage,  and  to 
encounter  inevitable  defeat.  The  law  does 
not  encourage  the  spreading  of  such  nets. 
The  authorities  support  the  principles  abov* 
announced. 

In  CarUcright  v.  Smith,  104  Tenn.  689, 
58  S.  W.  331,  it  is  said:  "The  gist  of  the  acs- 
tion  [replevin]  is  that  the  defendant  is  in 
possession  of  the  property,  and  that  plain- 
tiff is  entitled  to  the  possession.  Judge 
Caruthers,  in  treating  the  sections  of  tb* 
Code  regulating,  actions  of  replevin,  has  said 
viz.  'Upon  a  fair  construction  of  the  whol» 
of  this  act,  and  by  it  judging  of  the  inten- 
tion of  the  legislature,  we  are  constrained 
to  decide  that  it  will  lie  in  all  cases  where 
the  plaintiff  has  a  present  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  any  personal  property  in  the 
possession  of  the  defendant.  In  all  such 
cases  the  property  is  unlawfully  detained 
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from  the  plaintiff  by  the  defendant,  and 
therefore  falls  within  the  plain  language 
and  meaning  of  the  act.' "  In  accord :  Shad- 
don  V.  Knott,  2  Swan,  358,  363,  68  Am.  Dec 
63;  Wilson  v.  McQueen,  1  Head,  17,  18; 
Brammcll  v.  Hart,  12  Heisk.  366;  Shields  v. 
Dodge f  14  Lea,  356.  And  compare  Crawford 
V.  Bynum,  7  Yerg.  381;  Criner  v.  Ptfce,  2 
Head,  398;  Carson  v.  Prater,  6  Coldw.  565; 
Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  107  Tenn.  512,  64 
S.  W.  481."  Where  property  which  has  been 
annexed  to  the  freehold  is  severed  therefrom, 
even  by  a  wrongdoer,  it  becomes  personal 
property,  so  as  to  become  recoverable  by  an 
action  of  replevin."  24  Am-  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  481,  and  cases  cited;  28 
Am.  &,  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  543. 
"Where  the  title  to  property  which  has  be- 
come personalty  by  reason  of  its  severance 
from  the  soil  or  freehold  depends  upon  the 
ownership  of  the  real  estate,  it  has  been 
held  that  the  true  owner,  if  out  of  posses- 
sion, could  not  in  replevin  recover  the 
property,  where  its  severance  from  the  free- 
hold was  made  by  a  person  holding  adverse- 
ly and  in  good  faith  under  claim  and  color 
of  title,  as  the  action  of  replevin  could  not 
be  made  the  means  of  litigating  and  de- 
termining the  title  to  real  estate  as  between 
conflicting  claimants."  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc 
Law,   2d  ed.   p.   486. 

In  Cobbey  on  Replevin,  1890  ed.,  it  is  said: 
**Under  the  authorities,  it  is  allowable  in 
a  replevin  action  to  examine  into  the  title 
of  the  real  estate  .  .  .  just  far  enough 
to  determine  whether  or  not  there  are  ad- 
verse claimants  to  the  real  estate.  If  there 
are,  the 'validity  of  their  claims  cannot  be 
tried  in  the  replevin  action;  but,  if  there 
are  not  adverse  claimants  to  the  realty,  the 
title  may  be  shown  in  the  replevin  action, 
for  the  purpose  above  stated."  §§  353,  374- 
376,  382. 

In  Cooper  v.  Watson,  73  Ala.  252,  255,  ft 
is  said:  "The  doctrine  seems  well  settled, 
upon  principle  and  authority,  that,  if  the 
owner  of  the  land  be  not  in  the  actual  pos- 
session,— ^if  he  can  show  title  to  things 
severed  from  it  only  by  showing  title  to  the 
land, — a  personal  action  for  the  taking,  con- 
version, or  detention  of  such  things  will  not 
lie.  If  he  have  the  possession  at  the  time 
of  the  severance,  the  rule  is  different.  But 
if  his  possession  is  devested, — if  his  right 
lie  in  entry, — and  the  adverse  possessor 
gathers  a  crop  in  the  course  of  husbandly, 
or  severs  a  tree  or  other  thing  from  the 
land,  the  things  severed  are  converted  into 
chattels.  But  they  do  not  become  the  prop- 
erty of  the  owner  of  the  land.  He  is  out 
of  possession,  and  has  no  right  to  the  im- 
mediate possession  of  such  things;  nor  can 
he  bring  any  action  to  recover  them  until 
69  L.  R.  A. 


he  regains  possession."  "To  hold  the  law 
otherwise,"  as  said  in  Smith's  Leading 
Cases,  quoted  in  the  preceding  case,  "would 
be  to  bring  the  title  to  the  land  in  dispute 
in  a  transitory  action,  although  the  plain- 
tiffs had  not  adopted  proper  means  for  re- 
ducing his  title  to  possession.  For,  if  the 
general  right  to  land,  unaccompanied  by 
possession,  were  viewed  as  giving  first  a 
general  right  of  property  in  whatever  may 
be  severed  from  the  freehold,  and  then  a 
consequent  constructive  possession,  the  only 
question  in  an  action  of  trover  or  replevin 
brought  against  an  actual  possessor  would 
be  as  to  the  party  in  whom  the  title  to  the 
realty   lay.** 

The  point  may  be  enforced  by  a  few  ex- 
cerpts from  other  authorities: 

In  Anderson  v.  Hapler,  34  111.  436,  439, 
85  Am.  Dec.  318,  it  is  said:  "Our  statute 
gives  the  remedy  where  the  goods  or  chat- 
tels have  been  wrongfully  distrained  or  other- 
wise wrongfully  taken,  or  shall  be  wrong- 
fully detained.  The  possession  of  land  was 
always  a  sufficient  title  thereto  as  against 
a  stranger.  The  rightful  owner  could  not 
forcibly  enter  and  eject  a  disseisor,  nor  ques- 
tion his  rights,  excepting  in  a  real  or  posses- 
sory action  for  the  recovery  of  the  land.  Tlie 
possessor  of  land  might  bring  replevin  for 
chattels  severed  from  the  freehold,  and, 
as  the  ownership  of  lands  drew  to  it  the 
constructive  possession,  the  owner  might 
bring  replevin  for  chattels  thus  severed 
where  there  was  no  adverse  possession. 
But  the  owner  could  not  bring  replevin  for 
chattels  severed  from  land  in  the  adverse 
possession  of  the  defendant  or  of  a  third 
person.  The  law  does  not  permit  him  to 
assert  his  title  to  the  land  against  the  per- 
son in  adverse  possession  in  that  maimer;" 
citing  Morris,  Replevin,  57,  68;  1  Smith, 
Lead.  Cas.  485;  1  Chitty,  PI.  163;  Eaton 
V.   Southhy,  Willes,   131;    Snyder  v.   Vauw, 

2  Rawle,  427,  21  Am.  Dec.  466;  Vausse  v. 
Russel,  2  M'Cord,  L.  329;  leather  v.  Trin- 
ity Church,  3  Serg.  &  R,  509,  8  Am.  Dec 
663;  Baker  v.  Howell,  6  Serg.  &  R.  476; 
Broum  v.  Caldwell,  10  Serg.  &  R.  114,  13 
Am.  Dec*  660;  Powell  v.  Smith,  2  Watts, 
126;  De  Mott  v.  Hagerman,  8  Cow.  220,  18 
Am.  Dec  443;  Davis  v.  Easley,  13  111.  192. 

In  Stockwell  v.  Phelps,  34  N.  Y.  303, 
364,  90  Am.  Dec.  710,  it  is  said:  "Replevin, 
or  an  action  in  the  nature  of  replevin,  in 
the  cepit,  can  only  be  brought  when  tres- 
pass could  be  maintained,  and  that  will 
only  lie  for  an  injury  to  land  when  the 
plaintiff  is  in  possession    {Rich  v.   Baker, 

3  Denio,  79;  De  Mott  v.  Hagerman,  8  Cow. 
220,  18  Am.  Dec  443)  ;  and  .  .  .  [one] 
being  in  the  actual  possession  of  the  prem- 
ises, claiming  them  as  his  own|^is  regarded 
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as  the  o\^Tier,  as  to  all  the  world,  until 
after  a  judicial  decision." 

In  Broion  v.  Caldicell,  10  Serg.  &  R.  114, 
13  Am.  Dec.  660,  it  is  said:  "Replevin  is 
not  the  proper  form  of  action  to  try  title 
to  land  ex  directo,  though  incidentally  title 
to  such  action  may  sometimes  be  called  in 
question.  In  Pennsylvania  this  action  has 
been  allowed  a  great  sweep,  and  to  embrace 
every  question  of  property.  But  it  is  prop- 
erty in  goods,  and  not  in  lands.  It  is  to 
try  the  title  to  personal  property,  and  not 
real  estate.  Replevin  will  not  lie  for  a  tract 
of  land.  Title  cannot  be  decided  in  an  ac- 
tion merely  personal  and  transitory,  no 
matter  whether  replevin,  trover,  or  assump- 
sit. Nor  can  these  actions  be  maintained 
by  one  not  in  the  actual,  exclusive  posses- 
sion, whatever  his  title  may  be,  against  one 
who  is  in  the  possession,  claiming  right. 
Here  the  possession  is  not  vacant.  The  own- 
er of  the  title  is  in  the  constructive,  actual 
possession. 

In  Page  v.  Fowler,  28  Cal.  605,  610,  it  is 
said,  quoting  from  Halleck  v.  Mixer,  16 
Cal.  579:  "The  true  rule  is  this:  The 
plaintiff  out  of  possession  cannot  sue  for 
property  severed  from  the  freehold  when 
the  defendant  is  in  possession  of  the  prem- 
ises from  which  the  property  was  severed, 
holding  them  adversely,  in  good  faith,  un- 
der claim  and  color  of  title.  In  other 
words,  the  personal  action  cannot  be  made 
the  means  of  litigating  and  determining 
the  title  to  the  real  property  as  between 
conflicting  claimants." 

In  Rees  v.  Higgins,  9  Kan.  App.  832, 
834,  61  Pac.  500,  it  is  held  that  it  is  "not 
proper  ...  to  make  the  replevin  ac- 
tion the  means  of  litigating  and  determin- 
ing the  title  to  the  real  property  as  between 
conflicting  claimants." 

The  reason  underlying  all  these  cases  is 
that  the  primary  consideration  in  a  replevin 
action  is  the  right  of  possession,  and  that, 
as  to  things  severed  from  the  realty,  the 
possession  of  the  land  at  the  time  deter- 
mines the  right  of  possession  to  such  things, 
such  person  being  in  the  adverse  possession 
of  the  land,  and  claiming  under  color  of 
title;  that  the  court  will  determine  the 
matter  upon  the  right  of  possession,  and 
not  upon  the  title  to  the  land;  and  finally, 
that  in  such  an  action  the  court  will  not 
permit  the  title  of  the  land  to  be  deter- 
mined. 

There  is  one  exception  to  be  noted.  This 
is:  Where  neither  party  has  actual  posses- 
sion of  any  portion  of  the  land  at  the  time 
the  timber  is  cut,  the  right  to  the  possession 
of  such  timber  must  be  determined  by  the 
title  to  the  land,  since  the  law  in  that  cnse 
would  attach  constructive  possession  of  the 
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land  to  the  title.  Eart  v.  Vinsant,  6  Heisk. 
616.  But  even  in  such  a  case  evidence  of 
title  is  permitted,  "not  for  the  purpose  of 
trying  the  question  of  title  to  the  land," 
but  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the 
question  of  possession.     Id.  618,  619. 

Here  it  is  necessary  that  we  should  pause 
for  a  moment,  and  note  the  meaning  at- 
tached to  the  terms  "actual  possession"  aiul 
"constructive  possession"  in  the  authorities. 

Of  course,  it  would  be  idle  to  attempt  a 
review  of  the  cases  within  the  limits  of  a 
judicial  opinion,  so  great  is  their  number. 
But  they  are  collected  in  1  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  822-830;  13  Am.  k  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  745;  28  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  238,  239;  1  Cyc.  Law  k 
Proc.  pp.  983,  1125,  1126.  An  examination 
of  these  authorities,  text  and  notes,  will 
disclose  the  following:  There  is  some  di- 
versity in  the  use  of  the  terms  above  referred 
to,  but  a  substantial  agreement  concerning 
the  true  test  of  adverse  possession  in  cases 
such  as  we  have  before  us,  wherein  it  appears 
there  is  actual'  possession  of  a  portion  of 
tract  of  land  by  one  claiming  under  color 
of  title  defining  boundaries.  In  the  fin^t 
authority  cited  in  the  last  paragraph  it  is 
said:  "It  is  well  established  that  posses- 
sion which  is  necessary  to  ripen  into  title 
must  be  actual,  and  to  begin  such  possession, 
there  must  be  an  entry  which  will  amount 
to  an  ouster  of  the  true  owner.  It  must  be 
actual,  either  of  all  or  part  of  the  land 
claimed,  as  the  same  may  be  held  with 
color  of  title  or  without;  because  construc- 
tive possession  follows  the  title,  and  there 
cannot  be  two  possessions  of  the  sdtme  land 
at  the  same  time,  and  the  ow%er,  being  in 
possession  by  virtue  of  his  title,  remains 
imtil  he  is  disseised  by  another  entering  and 
holding  for  himself."  1  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  p.  822.  "Mere  naked  possession 
witliout  color  of  title  is  adverse  only  to  the 
extent  of  the  actual  possession  or  inclosure. 
But  an  entry  into  possession  under  a  con- 
veyance from  a  person  having  color  of  title 
is  presumed  to  be  made  according  to  the 
description  in  the  deed,  and  his  occupancy 
is  construed  as  possession  of  the  entire  lot, 
where  there  is  no  actual  adverse  possession 
of  the  parts  not  actually  occupied  by  him." 
Id.  p.  824.  "A  man  cannot  by  mere  physic- 
al means  retain  land  in  his  exclusive  gnisp. 
Possession  may  be  more  manifest  as  to  a 
part  than  as  to  the  rest.  Therefore  it  is 
an  established  rule  of  law  that  the  actual 
possession  of  a  part  is  the  possession  of 
the  entire  tract  or  boundary  covered  by 
the  occupant's  title  or  claim  of  title.  .  .  . 
What  is  the  extent  of  his  possession  is  to  be 
determined  by  the  limits  of  his  title  or  color 
of  title.     An  intruder  without  color  of  title 
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is  of  necessity  confined  to  his  mere  inclo- 
sure."  Id.  p.  826,  notes,  quoted  from  Core 
\.  Faupel,  24  W.  Va.  245.  "The  actual 
fencing  and  inclosing  of  the  tract  are  not, 
unless  expressly  required  by  statute,  essen- 
tial to  constitute  adverse  possession,  but 
such  acts  are  very  decisive  in  determining 
possession  and  claim  of  ownership."  Id.  p. 
828.  "Fences  are  a  means  by  which  posses- 
sion of  land  may  be  taken  and  held.  They 
are  not,  however,  the  only  means.  There 
may  be  an  actual  possession  without  fences 
or  inclosures  of  any  kind,  if  it  appears  from 
other  facts  and  circumstances  that  the 
plaintiff  was  exercising  exclusive  dominion 
and  control  over  the  land."  13  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  749.  **When  one  is  in 
actual  possession  of  a  portion  of  a  given 
tract  of  land  he  will  be  held,  in  law,  to  be  in 
possession  of  the  remainder,  if  he  holds  un- 
der a  deed  or  other  color  of  title  and  there  is 
no  antagonistic  or  adverse  possession."  13 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  750.  "Ac- 
tual possession,  or  possession  in  fact,  exists 
where  the  thing  is  in  the  immediate  occu- 
pancy of  the  party,  or  his  agent  or  tenant." 
28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  238. 
"Constructive  possession,  or  possession  in 
law,  as  it  is  sometimes  called,  is  that  pos- 
session which  the  law  annexes  to  the  legal 
title  or  ownership  of  property  where  there 
is  a  right  to  the  immediate  actual  posses- 
sion of  Buch  property,  but  no  actual  pos- 
session." Id.  239.  In  the  notes  to  the  page 
last  cited  we  find  the  following:  "Con- 
structive possession  is  *a  possession  in  law, 
without  possession  in  fact.'  Hodges  v. 
Eddy,  38  Vt.  327.  .  .  .  Properly  speak- 
ing, constructive  possession  is  that  posses- 
sion which  the  law  annexes  to  the  title. 
M'Colman  v.  Wilkes,  3  Strobh.  L.  471,  61 
Am.  Dec.  637.  Possession  which,  as  an  in- 
ference of  law,  arises  presumptively  from 
the  legal  title,  is  a  mere  constructive  posses- 
sion, and  is  founded  on  the  existence  of  title 
in  some  form.  Jeffrey  v.  (Aoen,  41  N.  J.  L. 
260.  .  .  .  Constructive  possession  is 
that  which  exists  in  contemplation  of  law, 
without  actual  personal  enjoyment  or  occu- 
pation. Newcome  v.  Crews,  98  Ky.  339,  32 
S.  W.  947;  Jeffrey  v.  Otven,  41  N.  J.  L.  260; 
RroiDfi  V.  Volkening,  64  N.  Y.  80;  Foust  v. 
Territory,  8  Okla.  541,  68  Pac.  728.  Con- 
structive possession  is  such  a  possession  as 
the  law  carries  to  the  owner  by  virtue  of  his 
title  only,  there  being  no  actual  occupation 
of  any  part  of  the  land  by  anybody.  Mit- 
chell V.  BHdgers,  113  N.  C.  63,  18  S.  E.  91; 
Graham  v.  Houston,  15  N.  C.  (4  Dev.  L.) 
232.  Constructive  possession  may  exist 
without  an  actual  pedis  possessio,  w^here 
there  is  a  present  right,  and  the  possession 
is  either  vacant,  or  is  consistent  with  the 
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right  of  the  owner  to  an  immediate  and 
actual  possession  by  himself.  Sullivan  v. 
Sullivan,  66  N.  Y.  37." 

In  1  Cyc.  Law  &  Proc.  pp.  982,  983,  it  is 
said:  "That  an  adverse  claim  to  land  may 
ripen  into  a  perfect  title  by  virtue  of  the 
statutes  of  limitations,  it  is  primarily  essen- 
tial that  the  possession  relied  upon  be  ac- 
tual." On  page  1125  it  is  said:  "The  gen- 
eral rule  is  well  settled  that  where  a  party 
enters,  under  color  of  title,  into  the  actual 
occupancy  of  a  part  of  the  premises  de- 
scribed in  the  instrument  giving  color,  his 
possession  is  not  considered  as  confined  to 
that  part  of  the  premises  in  his  actual  oc- 
cupancy, but  he  acquires  possession  of  all 
the  lands  embraced  in  the  instrument  under 
which  he  claims."  In  a  note  on  page  983 
it  is  said:  "Actual  possession  may  consist 
either  in  an  occupancy  in  fact  of  the  whole 
tract  claimed,  or  of  an  occupancy  of  part 
thereof  in  the  name  of  the  whole,  where 
there  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  bounds  of 
the  whole  that  is  claimed  as  one  entirety, 
and  the  circumstances  are  such  that  the 
law  extends  the  possession  of  the  part  that 
is  occupied  to  these  bounds.  This  latter 
may  be  termed  a  'virtual  possession,'  in  or- 
der to  distinguish  it  from  the  other  kind 
of  actual  possession,  which  is  called  'sub- 
stantial' or  pedis  possessio.  But  whatever 
terms  may  be  used  to  give  precision  U>  the 
subject,  the  attributes  which  pertain  to  an 
actual  possessicm  belong  to  it,  whether  it 
be  substantial  or  virtual.  M*Colman  v. 
Wilkes,  3  Strobh.  L.  466,  61  Am.  Dec.  637." 

In  our  own  case  of  Hehard  v.  Scott,  95 
Tenn.  467,  32  S.  W.  390,  it  was  held  that 
"the  occupation  of  part  of  a  tract  of  land, 
claiming  the  whole,  under  a  paper  title  de- 
fining its  boundaries,  is  effective  possession 
of  the  whole  tract  under  the  statutes  of 
limitation."  To  the  same  effect  are  Win- 
ters V.  Hainer,  107  Tenn.  337,  64  S.  W.  44; 
Tumage  v.  Kenton,  102  Tenn.  328,  52  S.  W. 
174;  Hunter  v.  Bills,  3  Tenn.  Cas.  97,  101; 
Elliott  V.  Cumberland  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  109 
Tenn.  745,  71  S.  W.  749.  We  have  one  or 
two  cases  in  our  Reports  which,  upon  cas- 
ual reading,  would  seem  to  indicate  that 
there  must  be  an  inclosure  of  the  whole 
tract  claimed,  even  when  the  party  claims 
under  color  of  title;  but,  upon  careful  read- 
ing of  these  cases  in  connection  w^ith  the 
cases  cited  in  them  (Pullen  v.  Hopkins,  1 
Lea,  741;  Hicks  v.  Tredericks,  9  Lea,  491), 
it  is  clear  that  what  is  meant  is  simply 
that  there  must  be  some  sort  of  inclosure 
upon  some  part  of  the  land,  as  a  house,  a 
fenced  field,  or  other  "improvement,"  as  vis- 
ible evidence  of  possession,  where  the  land  is 
capable  of  such  use,  and  not  that  the  whole 
tract  of  land  must  be  inclosed. 
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The  latest  cases  we  hare  upon  the  subject 
of  adverse  possession  are  Oreen  v.  Cum- 
berland Coal  d  Coke  Co,  110  Tenn.  35,  72 
S.  W.  459,  and  Mansfield  v.  Northcut,  112 
Tenn.  536,  80  S.  W.  437,— both  cited  supra. 

In  the  first  of  these  cases  it  is  said: 
''Where  there  is  no  part  of  the  land  in 
actual  possession,  the  constructive  posses- 
sion is  with  the  party  holding  the  superior 
legal  title;  but,  where  a  portion  of  the  land 
is  in  actual  adverse  posseseion,  the  party 
so  holding  has  constructive  possession  of  all 
the  premises  outside  of  his  inclosure  to  the 
limits  of  his  claim  or  assurance  of  title; 
and  such  constructive  possession  is  superior 
to  that  which  results  merely  from  the 
ownership  of  the  legal  title,  anc[  is  sufficient 
to  put  in  operation  the  statutes  of  limita- 
tion to  the   entire  tract." 

In  the  second  case  it  is  said:  "The 
Northcuts  had  actual  possession  of  a  small 
house  upon  the  land  occupied  by  Mrs. 
Mansfield  as  their  tenant,  claiming  to  the 
extent  of  the  boundaries  called  for  in  their 
title  papers.  The  remainder  of  the  tract 
was  unindosed.  A  claimant  of  the  land 
under  a  hostile  title  to  that  of  defendants 
in  error  built  a  cabin  upon  a  different  part 
of  the  premises,  and  induced  Mrs.  Mansfield 
to  move  into  it  and  attorn  to  him,  and  this 
action  [forcible  entry  and  detainer]  was 
brought  to  dispossess  her.  Defendants  in 
error,  under  these  facts,  had  possession  of 
tjie  entire  tract, — actual  possession  of  the 
house  occupied  by  their  tenant,  and  con- 
structive possession  of  the  remainder.  Con- 
structive possession  of  this  nature,  connect- 
ed as  it  is  with  actual  possession  of  a  part 
of  the  premises  is  of  a  higher  character 
than  that  which  follows  the  legal  title.  It 
will  perfect  a  defective  title,  under  the  stat- 
ute of  limitations,  and  raise  a  presumption 
of  grant,  when  held  for  sufficient  periods 
of  time.  .  .  .  We  think  that  construct- 
ive possession  of  this  character  is  sufficient 
to  enable  a  claimant  so  holding  to  maintain 
this  action." 

It  is  perceived  that  the  species  of  "con- 
structive possession"  enforced  in  these  two 
cases  in  no  wise  differs  from  the  "effective 
possession"  mentioned  in  Hebard  v.  Boottf 
and  the  "virtual  possession"  mentioned  in 
M'Colman  v.  Wilkes,  3  Strobh.  L.  465,  51 
Am.  Dec  637,  and  that  the  attributes  which 
pertain  to  an  actual  possession  belong  to  it. 
It  is  further  apparent  that  the  learned 
justice  who  prepared  the  opinion  in  the 
cases  quoted  from  carefully  distin- 
guished the  kind  of  constructive  possession 
— ^"effective  possession"  or  "virtual  posses- 
sions—enforced in  those  cases  from  the  gen- 
eral constructive  possession  which  the  law 
attaches  to  the  title  where  there  is  no  ac- 
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tual  possession  in  the  owner  of  the  title,  and 
no  one  in  adverse  possession.  It  is  also 
perceived  that  the  learned  justice  differen- 
tiated this  "effective  possession"  or  "virtual 
possesion"  from  technical  "actual  posses- 
sion" merely  for  the  sake  of  scientific  pre- 
cision or  logical  accuracy  of  thought,  and 
that  he  not  only  did  not  assign  to  it  a  dif- 
ferent office  and  effect  from  that  belonging 
to  clctual  possession,  but  blended  the  two 
and  gave  them  the  same  effect;  that  is, 
treated  both  as  constituting,  in  effective  op- 
eration, a  single  possession.  In  so  treating 
them,  the  opinions  referred  to  not  only  held 
the  court  in  line  with  its  former  adjudica- 
tions above  referred  to  with  approval,  but 
preserved  its  harmony  with  the  overwhelm- 
ing weight  of  authority  in  this  country 
upon  t)ie  special  phase  of  the  question  here- 
in considered,  as  shown  by  the  excerpts 
which  we  have  made  from  the  text-books 
quoted  above,  and  as  exhibited  by  the  vast 
number  of  cases  cited  in  the  notes  on  the 
pages  referred  to. 

The  substance  of  the  whole  matter,  as 
applied  to  the  present  controversy,  is  that, 
the  defendants  in  error  being  in  actual  pos- 
session of  a  part  of  the  tract  on  which  the 
timber  grew,  by  their  tenant  living  in  a 
house  built  upon  the  tract,  holding  under 
color  of  title,  and  claiming  the  land  as  their 
own  at  the  time  the  timber  was  felled  and 
the  logs  taken  away,  their  possession  ex- 
tended to  the  limits  or  boundaries  con- 
tained in  their  title  papers,  which  covered 
the  space  where  the  trees  grew.  This  pos- 
session was  the  "effective  possession"  or 
"virtual  possession"  described  above,  and 
was  an  "adverse  possession,"  in  the  sense  in 
which  that  term  is  used  in  the  law.  Being 
thus  in  adverse  possession  of  the  land,  they 
were  likewise  in  adverse  possession  of  the 
timber  which  grew  upon  it,  and,  when  it 
was  felled  and  the  logs  hauled  away,  these 
logs  were  taken  from  their  possession;  and, 
within  the  authorities  cited,  and  under  the 
principles  stated,  they  were  entitled  to  pur- 
sue the  logs  by  the  appropriate  possessor^' 
action  (replevin)  ;  and,  to  sustain  the  ac- 
tion, they  did  not  need  to  go  further  than 
prove  their  status  as  above  outlined,  and 
the  taking,  without  deraigning  title  or  go- 
ing into  a  controversy  with  the  person  tak- 
ing the  logs  concerning  the  true  title  to 
the  land.  Any  other  view  would  place  the 
court  in  the  novel  position  of  holding  that 
one  in  adverse  possession  of  land,  claiming 
under  color  of  title,  may  recover  the  land 
itself  from  a  trespasser  by  a  possessory  ac- 
tion, but  must  bring  ejectment  for  timber 
cut  from  it,  or  (the  same  thing,  in  sub- 
stance) must  sustain  his  possessory  action 
for  the  timber  (replevin)   by  the  character 
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of  testimony  required  only  in  ejectment 
•cases. 

So,  recurring  to  the  special  point  previ- 
ously mentioned,  we  conclude  that  the  deed 
of  the  Cumberland  Coal  &  Coke  Company, 
even  if  admitted  in  evidence,  could  not  pro- 
tect Hizar  Beaty's  estate  against  recovery  in 
the  present  action. 

It  is  insisted  by  the  plaintiffs  in  error  that 
his  exception  to  the  two  Gernt  deeds  above 
referred  to  should  have  been  sustained.  We 
do  not  think  so.  The  exceptions  were,  in 
substance,  that  those  two  deeds  did  not  do- 
flcribe  any  land.  This  is  a  mistake.  They 
refer  to  the  grant  by  its  number,  and  it  de- 
scribes the  land.  Id  cerium  est  quod  cer- 
ium reddi  poteet. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  defendants  in  error 
do  not  show  a  right  to  the  possession  of  any 
interest  in  the  logs  sued  for,  and  that  there 
can  be  no  recovery  in  replevin  in  such  a  case. 
To  this  it  need  only  be  replied  that  the 
whole  possessory  right  is  shown  to  be  in 
Bnina  Gernt.  It  is  immaterial  to  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error  if  he  join  others  with  him  in 
the  suit,  and  share  his  recovery  with  them. 

It  is  said  that,  after  the  date  of  his  deeds 
above  referred  to,  Bruno  Gernt  executed  a 
deed  to  Sydney  Beckwith  to  an  undivided 
450-acre8  interest  in  the  land  covered  by 
grant  No.  3,329  and  that  it  does  not  appear 
but  that  the  logs  in  question,  or  some  of 
them,  were  cut  from  said  Beckwith*s  land. 
This  is  an  immaterial  matter  to  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error  since  Beckwith  joined  in  the 
suit  below. 

It  is  said  that  part  of  the  logs  in  question 
were  cut  from  the  land  of  Marion  Stephens, 
and  part  from  the  land  claimed  by  the  de- 
fendants in  error,  and  that  it  is  impossible 
to  distinguish  them.  This  is  immaterial, 
also,  since  it  appears  that  Marion  Stephens 
transferred  his  right  in  the  logs,  whatever 
it  might  be,  to  the  defendants  in  error  prior 
to  the  bringing  of  the  suit  below. 

The  foregoing  sufficiently  disposes  of  the 
Teal  matters  in  controversy,  and  we  need 
not  refer  to  or  consider  the  other  errors  as- 
signed. 

It  results  that  the  judgment  of  the  court 
beloto  must  he  affirmed, 

Wllkea,  J.,  dissenting: 

I  do  not  concur  with  the  majority  opinion. 
There  is  no  principle  better  established  than 
that  in  an  action  of  replevin  the  plaintiff 
must  show  either  a  general  or  special  prop- 
erty or  ownership  in  himself. 

In  Parham  v.  Riley,  4  Coldw.  6,  it  is  said : 
^The  purpose  of  the  action  of  replevin  is  to 
recover  in  specie  the  personal  chattel  which 
has  been  taken  and  detained  from  the  own- 
er*8  possession.  Under  the  plea  of  'not 
guilty.*  It  is  competent  for  the  defendant 
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.  •  •  to  show  that  the  title  to  the  prop- 
erty replevied  is  not  in  the  plaintiff,  but  in 
himself  or  a  third  person,  and  thereby  de- 
feat the  action.  The  plaintiff  cannot  suc- 
ceed unless  he  prove  either  a  general  or  spe- 
cial property  in  himself.  .  .  .  XHence], 
property  acquired  by  robbery  does  not  vest 
such  title  in  the  trespasser  as  will  authorize 
him  to  maintain  the  action." 

Under  the  plea  of  not  guilty,  in  an  action 
of  replevin,  "the  material  inquiry  is  as  to 
the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  which  he  must 
be  prepared  to  prove.  If  this  issue  is  found 
against  him,  he  cannot  succeed."  2  Greenl. 
Ev.  563. 

"The  plaintiff  cannot  succeed,  then,  unless 
he  is  prepared  to  prove  either  a  general  or 
special  property  in  himself,  and  will  be  de- 
feated if  the  proof  shows  the  right  to  the 
property  and  possession  is  in  a  stranger, 
.  .  .  It  is  enough  for  this  case  to  say  that 
the  present  defendant  has  a  right  to  show 
that  the  plaintiffs  have  no  title,  or  that  the 
legal  right  to  the  property  is  outstanding  in 
.  .  .  anyone  else;  and,  if  he  succeeds  in 
doing  BO,  the  plaintiffs  must  be  defeated." 
McFerrin  v.  Perry,  1  Sneed,  316. 

In  the  case  at  bar  the  plaintiff  is  relieved 
by  the  majority  from  showing  property  or 
title  in  himself,  and  his  right  to  recover  is 
made  to  depend  upon  constructive  posses- 
sion, although  actual  possession  would  not 
suffice  unless  the  right  to  that  possession  is 
shown  by  the  proof.  See  also  Collier  t. 
Yearwood,  6  Baxt.  581. 

To  the  same  effect  is  Hart  v.  Vinsant,  6 
Heisk.  618.  In  that  case  it  is  said:  "Situa- 
ted as  the  trees  were  out  of  which  the  rails 
were  made, — ^the  land  being  uninclosed,  and 
therefore  not  in  the  actual  possession  of  ei- 
ther party, — ^it  became  a  legitimate  and  nec- 
essary inquiry  to  ascertain  upon  whose  land 
they  stand,  not  for  the  purpose  of  trying  the 
question  of  title  to  the  land,  but  as  a  means 
of  determining  who  had  the  right  to  the  pos- 
session of  the  rails  when  made." 

In  Clement  v.  Wright,  40  Pa.  250,  it  is 
said:  In  the  absence  of  any  actual  adverse 
possession  of  wild  timber  land,  the  law  casts 
the  possession  on  the  owner;  and  proof  of 
title  was  therefore  admissible,  not  for  the 
purpose  of  trying  the  title,  but  to  prove  pos- 
session in  the  rightful  owners,  which  pos- 
session defendant  had  acquired  by  purchase. 
To  the  extent  that  it  was  legitimate  and 
necessary  to  inquire  into  the  ownership  or 
right  of  possession  of  the  rails,  it  was  in- 
cumbent on  both  parties  to  adduce  the  best 
evidence  of  title.  It  was  also  erroneous  to 
exclude  the  title  papers  of  defendant. 

The  action  of  replevin  is  based  upon  the 
trespass  in  the  taking;  and  in  such  actions 
of  trespass  the  plaintiff  must  show  an  actual 
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possession,  or  a  valid  title  in  himself  to  the 
premises  in  dispute.  Snoddy  v.  Kreutch,  3 
Head,  303;  Large  v.  Dennis,  5  Sneed,  597. 

The  title  required  in  cases  of  replevin  is 
the  same  as  in  actions  of  trover.  Cobbey, 
Replevin,  §  89.  Wlien  a  plaintiff  is  in  ac- 
tual possession,  he  need  not  deraign  his 
title,  as  against  a  naked  trespasser.  Large 
V.  Dennis f  5  Sneed,  597. 

But  constructive  possession  can  never  be 
determined  to  be  in  any  other  tlian  the  legal 
owner  of  the  premises.  Therefore  the  plain- 
tiff in  this  action,  wher.^  brought  for  a  cas- 
ual trespass  to  wild  and  unoccupied  lands, 
must  show  title  to  the  premises.  Polk  v. 
Henderson,  9  Yerg.  310;  Douling  v.  Hick- 
mon,  4  Hayw.  (Tenn.)  170;  West  v.  Lanier, 
9  Humph.  771;  Bailey  v.  Massey,  2  Swan, 
168. 

As  we  understand  the  opinion  of  the  ma- 
jority, any  person  having  constructive  pos- 
session, but  not  actual  occupancy,  of  prem- 
ises, may  bring  an  action  of  replevin  for  tim- 
ber cut.  If  so,  then,  in  case  of  an  interlap 
or  any  other  conflict  of  title,  in  which  both 
parties  have  possession  of  part  and  title  pa- 
pers for  the  remainder,  either  party  may 
bring  replevin  against  the  adverse  claimant, 
without  showing  title  and  ownership,  be- 
cause each  has  constructive  possession  of  the 
same  grade  and  dignity.  In  addition,  it 
IB  a  solecism  to  speak  of  constructive  pos- 
session which  is  not  based  upon  ownership 
and  title,  for,  in  order  to  show  constructive 
possession,  title  and  ownership  must  appear 
as  its  basis.  The  correct  doctrine,  as  I  un- 
derstand it,  is  that  a  party  in  actual  posses- 
sion or  occupancy  of  land,  as  when  it  is  in- 
closed, etc.,  may  maintain  replevin  against 
a  naked  trespasser  who  does  not  claim  title. 
But  where  there  are  two  parties  claiming 
title  to  land,  and  neither  in  occupancy, 
neither  may  maintain  replevin  for  timber 
cut  on  the  disputed  premises,  and  certainly 
not  without  showing  "ownership,"  which  in 
the  case  of  real  estate  is  synonymous  with 
"title,"  and  title  cannot  be  tried  in  an  ac- 
tion of  replevin.  As  is  said  in  Cobbey  on 
Replevin,  §  376.  *In  replevin  for  logs  cut 
and  removed  by  defendants  from  the  land 
to  which  plaintiff  claims  title,  proof  that 
the  plaintiff  was  in  actual  possession  and 
occupancy  of  the  land  at  the  time  of  such 
cutting  and  removal  is  sufficient  to  enable 
him  to  maintain  the  action,  without  proof 
of  a  paper  title,  unless  the  defendants  prove 
an  adverse  title  thereto  of  a  higher  charac- 
ter than  a  mere  possessory  title.  But  where 
the  land  was  unoccupied  when  the  logs  were 
taken,  plaintiff  must  show  that  he  is  the 
real  owner,  and  trace  his  title  to  the  gov- 
ernment. Where  a  trespasser  settled  on 
timber  land  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  the 
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timber  thereon,  such  settlement  does  not  con- 
stitute him  an  adverse  claimant,  and  the 
true  owner  may  bring  replevin  for  the  logs 
and  the  timber  so  cut."  To  the  same  effect 
see  also,  24  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  486,  §  8;  Hungerford  v.  Redford,  29 
Wis.  345;  McXarra  v.  Chicago  d  N.  W.  R. 
Co.  41  Wis.  69;  Wadleigh  v.  Marathon 
County  Bank,  58  Wis.  546,   17   N.  W.  314. 

The  majority  opinion  refers  to  Cobbey  on 
Replevin,  §§  353,  374-376,  382;  and  §  353 
is  copied,  which  explicitly  and  directly  sup- 
ports this  dissent,  by  stating,  in  substance, 
that,  where  there  are  adverse  claimants  t<« 
land,  replevin  will  not  lie  for  timber  cut  by 
one  of  them.  Section  370  we  have  already 
copied.  The  gist  of  that  section  is  that,  when 
the  land  is  unoccupied  when  the  logs  are 
taken,  the  plaintiff  must  show  that  he  is  th<' 
real  owner,  and  trace  his  title  to  the  govern- 
ment. So  in  §  354  it  is  said:  *'Where  th«^ 
land  is  wild,  uninclosed,  the  plaintiff  must 
show  a  good  legal  title,  as  constructive  pos- 
session follows  the  legal  title."  Johnson 
V.  Elwood,  53  N.  Y.  431.  To  the  same  effect 
is  Hart  v.  Vinsant,  6  Heisk.  616. 

In  Hungerford  v.  Redford,  29  Wis.  345,  it 
is  said:  '* Action  to  recover  the  possession  of 
a  quantity  of  pine  logs,  alleged  to  have  been 
cut  by  the  defendants  on  a  certain  tract  of 
land  belonging  to  the  plaintiff,  and  by  them 
removed  therefrom.  The  complaint  is  in 
the  usual  form.  The  answer  is  a  general  de- 
nial, and  an  averment  that  the  land  upon 
which  the  logs  were  cut  and  from  which 
they  were  removed  belongs  to  the  defend- 
ants. The  plaintiff  recovered  judgment  in 
the  circuit  court,  from  which  the  defendants 
have  appealed.  1.  It  appears  by  the  evi- 
dence that  the  land  from  which  the  logs  were 
taken  was  unoccupied;  and  it  was  therefore 
necessary  that  the  plaintiff  should  prove 
that  he  was  the  owner  thereof  before  he 
could  recover  the  logs.  The  owner  of  th«» 
land  is  the  owner  of  the  logs,  and  entitled  to 
the  possession  of  the  same.  To  prove  his 
title  to  the  land,  the  plaintiff  gave  in  evi- 
dence a  conveyance  thereof  executed  by  Eli 
P.  May  and  wife  to  Wm.  B.  Ogden,  dated 
January  21,  1857;  also  conveyances  of  thi' 
same  land  executed  by  Qgden  to  Flagg,  liy 
Flagg  to  Rumsey,  and  by  Rumsey  to  the 
plaintiff.  The  latter  of  these  conveyances 
is  dated  August  17,  1868.  This  is  all  of  the 
testimony  relating  to  plaintiff's  title  to  thr 
land,  and  it  is  clearly  insufficient.  It  fails 
entirely  to  show  that  May  or  any  other 
grantor  in  either  of  the  above-mentioned 
conveyances  had  any  title  to  the  land,  and 
hence  fails  to  show  that  the  plaintiff  has 
title  thereto.  A  merely  colorable  title  in 
the  plaintiff  is  not  alone  sufficient  to  entitle 
him   to  judgment    in    an    action    like    this. 
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where,  as  in  this  case,  the  land  is  unoc- 
cupied. Had  he  been  in  the  actual  posses- 
sion and  occupancy  of  the  land  when  the 
logs  were  cut,  he  could  have  maintained 
this  action  without  making  any  proof  what- 
ever of  a  paper  title,  unless  the  defendants 
proved  an  adverse  title  thereto  of  a  higher 
cliaracter  than  a  mere  possessory  one.  But 
the  plaintiff  was  not  in  actual  possession 
of  the  land  when  the  logs  were  cut,  which 
was  in  winter  of  1868,  1869,  and  he  shows 
no  title  in  himself  to  the  land,  except  one 
which  is  merely  colorable.  If  the  plaintiff 
is  not  the  real  owner  of  the  land,  and  the 
defendants  shall  be  compelled  to  pay  the 
judgment  which  he  recovered  against  them 
in  the  circuit  court,  what  rule  of  law  will 
prevent  such  owner  from  bringing  an  action 
against  them  for  the  same  logs,  and  recover- 
ing therein?  No  such  rule  has  been  con- 
tended 'for  in  this  case,  and  we  are  not 
aware  that  there  is  any  such  rule.  The  fact 
tliat  a  lecoxery  by  the  holder  of  a  merely 
colorable  titk.  is  no  bar  to  a  recovery  by  the 
real  owner  demonstrates  that  none  but  the 
real  owner  can  recover." 

In  McNarra  v.  Chicago  d  N,  W.  R.  Co, 
41  Wis.  74,. it  is  said:  "The  title  neces- 
parj-  to  be  proved  in  order  to  maintain  the 
action  is  the  same  as  in  an  action  of  tres- 
pass quare  clausum  fregit  or  in  replevin  for 
timber  cut  and  removed  by  a  trespasser 
from  the  lands  of  the  plaintiff.  In  either 
cas<»,  if  the  Innds  upon  which  the  trespass 
was  committed  were  vacant  and  unoccupied, 
the  plaintiff  must  prove  his  title  thereto,  or 
he  cannot  recover.  But  if  he  was  in  the  ac- 
tual possession  and  occupancy  of  the  land 
when  the  trespass  was  committed,  he  may 
maintain  trespass  or  replevin,  according  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  case,  without  making 
any  proof  of  a  paper  title,  unless  the  de- 
fendant prove  an  adverse  title  thereto  of  a 
higher  character  than  a  mere  possessory 
one.  Hunger  ford  v.  Redford,  29  Wis.  345. 
In  this  case  the  plaintiff  showed  himself 
in  actual  possession  of  the  land  at  the  time 
of  the  injury,  and  the  defendant  did  not 
show  or  attempt  to  show  any  outstanding 
adverse  title  thereto.  Hence  the  plaintiff's 
possession  was  sufficient  to  sustain  the  ac- 
tion, and  he  was  not  required  to  establish 
a  higher  or  better  title." 

In  the  present  case  there  is  a  claim  of 
title  by  both  parties.  Neither  is  in  actual 
possession  or  occupancy.  Both  are  in  con- 
structive possession.  According  to  the  ma- 
jority, each  would  have  a  right  to  replevy 
from  the  other,  and  no  inquiry  of  ownership 
or  title  is  allowable. 

One  may  have  a  slightly  higher  grade  of 
constructive  possession;  but  this  could  only 
be  determined  by  a  comparison  of  titles, 
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which  is  not  allowed.  Both  have  construct- 
ive possession,  and,  under  the  opinion  of 
the  majority,  each  may  maintain  replevin; 
but  neither  is  required  to  show  ownership 
or  title  on  which  constructive  possession  is 
based. 

This  is  a  new  doctrine,  not  supported  by 
reason  or  authority,  and  I  most  respectfully 
dissent  from  such  holding.  In  dissenting,  1 
controvert  none  of  the  authorities  cited  by 
the  majority,  but,  so  far  as  they  are  appli- 
cable, they  support  the  view  expressed  in 
this  .dissent.  The  majority  hold  that  title 
cannot  be  inquired  into,  and  at  the  same 
time  proceed  to  inquire  into  the  title  to  see 
whether  the  plaintiff  has  constructive  pos- 
session. Not  only  so,  but  they  pass  upon 
defendant's  title,  and  pronounce  it  champer- 
tous.  As  to  the  difference  between  actual 
and  constructive  possession,  and  the  differ- 
ent grades  of  constructive  possession  the 
mass  of  authorities  cited  by  the  majority  is 
wholly  unnecessary.  The  entire  subject  is 
fully,  ably,  and  exhaustively  discussed  in 
Oreen  v.  Cumberland  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  110 
Tenn.  35,  72  S.  W.  459;  but  I  think  much 
of  the  reasoning  of  the  majority  opinion  in 
this  case  is  in  conflict  with  the  holding  in 
the  Cumberland  Coal  d  Coke  Case. 

The  case  of  Mansfield  v.  Northout,  112 
Tenn.  536,  80  S.  W.  437,  hold»  that  con- 
structive possession  is  sufficient  to  sustain 
the  action  of  forcible  entry  and  detainer. 
But  the  action  of  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer is  maintained  upon  grounds  different 
from  an  action  of  replevin.  The  only  ques- 
tion in  an  action  of  forcible  entry  and  de- 
tainer is  one  of  possession.  Title  or  owner- 
ship is  not  necessary  to  be  shown.  Only 
two  questions  are  inquired  into,  viz:  (1) 
Who  was  in  possession?  (2)  How  was  that 
possession  lost?  Davidson  v.  PhillipSf  9 
Yerg.  95,  30  Am.  Dec.  393.  A  trespasser 
who  has  no  title  whatever  may  recover  from 
the  true  owner  if  his  possession  is  disturbed. 
Ibid.  And  the  statute  expressly  provides 
that  in  such  actions  the  estate  or  merits  of 
the  title  shall  not  be  inquired  into.  Shan- 
non'f  Code,  §  5103.  But  in  replevin,  owner- 
ship and  right  to  possession  must  be  shown, 
and  not  mere  actual  possession  alone.  Mo- 
Ferrin  v.  Perry y  1  Sneed,  317,  and  other 
cases  cited,  supra. 

But  I  will  pursue  the  n^atter  no  further; 
simply  contenting  myself  with  the  state- 
ment that  I  sCm  of  the  opinion  the  cases 
cited  by  the  majority  opinion  do  not  lead  to 
the  result  reached,  but  to  the  contrary.  I 
cite  in  support  of  this  dissent  the  followint; 
authorities  relied  on  by  the  majority:  24 
Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  486 :  Cob 
bey.  Replevin,  §§  353,  376,  and  other  sec- 
tions; Cooper  v.  Watson,  73  Ala.  252,  255; 
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Anderson  v.  Hapler,  34  111.  436,  439,  85  Am. 
Dec.  318,  and  cases  cited;  Btockwell  v. 
PhelpSy  34  N.  Y.  363,  90  Am.  Dec  710;  Pago 
V.  Fowler,  28  Cal.  605,  610;  Rees  v.  Biggins, 
D  Kan.  App.  832,  834,  61  Pac  600;  Hart  v. 
Vinsant,  6  Heisk.  616,  directly  in  point. 


LOUISVILLE  &  NASHVILLE  RAILROAD 
COMPANY,  Plff.  in  Err,, 

V. 

E.  0.  DILLARD. 


( Tenn., 


.) 


I..  The  conductor  of  a  panaeiiirer  train 
cannot  be  regrarded  aa  In  a  separate 
department  of  aervice  from  a  brakeman 
of  a  freight  train,  so  as  to  render  the  rail- 
road company  liable  for  Injury  to  the  latter 
by  his  negligence. 

S.  After  a  master  baa  exercised  due 
care  in  tbe  selection  of  servants, 
the  danger  arising  from  the  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant  Is  one  which  Is  voluntarily 
assumed  by  a  person  going  Into  the  service  of 
the  master ;  It  being  a  risk  for  which  satisfac- 
tory compensation  Is  presumed  to  have  been 
rendered  by  the  larger  wages  he  can  earn  In 
«ach  service  than  in  other  employments. 

(March  18,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Sumner 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged  to 
have  been  caused  by  negligence  for  which  de- 
fendant was  responsible.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Seay  ft  Seay  for  plaintiff  in  er- 
ror. 

Messrs.  B.  F.  Proctor  and  J.  D.  O. 
Morton  for  defendant  in  error. 

Nell,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
<»urt: 

This  action  was  brought  in  the  circuit 
court  of  Sumner  county  to  recover  damages 
for  an  injury  inflicted  upon  the  foot  of  the 
defendant  in  error  in  a  collision  that  oc- 
curred in  November,  1902,  at  Henderson ville, 
on  the  line  of  the  plaintiff  in  error,  between 
a  freight  train  and  a  passenger  train.  There 
were  verdict  and  judgment  in  the  court  be- 
low and  the  railway  company,  after  motion 
for  a  new  trial  tad  been  overruled,  appealed 
and  assigned  errors. 

The  defendant  in  error  was  a  brakeman 
on  the  freight  train.    The  declaration  con- 


tained counts  on  the  negligence  of  the  train 
^espatcher,  the  negligence  of  the  conductoi 
of  the  freight  train,  and  the  negligence  of 
the  conductor  of  the  passenger  train.  To 
the  last-mentioned  count — ^the  third — there 
was  a  demurrer  filed,  raising  the  question 
that  the  conductor  on  the  passenger  train 
stood  in  the  relation  of  fellow  servant  to 
the  train  crew  of  the  freight  train,  and 
hence  to  the  defendant  in  error,  the  brake- 
man  on  that  train;  and  therefore  the  com- 
pany would  not  be  liable  to  him  for  an  in- 
jury caused  by  the  negligence  of  such  pas- 
senger conductor.  This  demurrer  was  over- 
ruled by  the  circuit-court  judge,  and  his  ac- 
tion on  this  matter  forms  the  subject  of  the 
first  assignment  of  error,  which  we  shall 
now  proceed  to  consider. 

The  first  assignment  of  error  raises  the 
question  whether  the  conductor  on  the  pas- 
senger train  was  the  fellow  servamt  of  the 
brakeman  on  the  freight  train,  or  whether 
such  conductor  stood  in  the  relation  of  vice 
principal  to  the  brakeman. 

In  our  latest  case  upon  the  subject  {Ohio 
River  d  O.  R.  Co,  v.  Edwards,  111  Tenn. 
31,  76  S.  W.  897)  it  is  said:  "The  mere 
superiority  in  dignity,  grade,  or  compensa- 
tion, in  favor  of  one  servant  of  a  common 
principal  over  other  servants,  is  not  a  mark 
hy  which  to  distinguish  whether  or  not  the 
fdrmer  is  a  vice  principal.  .  .  .  The 
most  general  test  is  that,  in  order  to  be  a 
vice  principal,  a  servant  must  so  far  stand 
in  the  place  of  his  master  as  to  be  charged 
in  the  particular  matter  with  the  perform- 
ance of  a  duty  towards  the  inferior  which, 
under  the  law,  the  master  owes  to  such 
servant, — as  furnishing  tools  {Outhrie  v. 
Louisville  d  N,  R.  Co.  11  Lea,  372,  47  Am. 
Rep.  286),  or  machinery  and  appliances 
{Louisville  d  N.  R,  Co.  v.  Lahr,  86  Tenn. 
335,  341,  6  S.  W.  663) ,  or  giving  orders  with 
respect  to  work  to  be  done  by  the  subordi- 
nate {Nashville  C.  d  8t.  L,  R.  Co.  v.  Hand- 
man,  13  Lea,  423,  429).  A  test  frequently 
stated  in  our  cases  is  the  authority  to  give 
orders,  as  a  vice  principal,  to  the  subordi- 
nate servant,  in  directing  him  wlien,  where, 
and  how  to  work.  .  .  .  Some  illustrations 
of  the  foregoing  are  seen  in  the  following 
cases:  Louisville  d  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Boxcler^  9 
Heisk.  866;  Louisville  d  N,  R.  Co.  v.  Nor  th- 
ing ton,  91  Tenn.  56,  16  L.  R.  A.  268,  17  S. 
W.  880;  Chattanooga  Electric  R.  Co.  v.  Lauh 
son,  101  Tenn.  408,  409,  47  S.  W.  489.  In 
these  cases  a  section  boss  was  held  to  stand 


Note. — As  to  when  conductor  is  deemed  to  be 
a  coservant  of  other  railroad  employees,  in- 
cluding his  relation  to  members  of  crews  of 
other  trains,  see  also  note  to  Jackson  v.  Norfolk 
&  W.  R.  Co.  4G  L.  R.  A.  337. 

For  a  case  in  this  series  holding  that  con- 
'ictor  of  one  train  Is  not  a  fellow  servant  of  a 
L.  R.  A. 


brakeman  on  another  train,  see  Daniel  v.  Chesa- 
peake &  O.  R.  Co.  16  L.  R.  A.  383. 

On  the  question  whether  railroad  servants 
working  on  different  trains  are  fellow  servants 
generally,  see  cases  in  note  to  Sofield  v.  Guggen- 
heim Smelting  Co.  60  L.  R.  A.  431. 
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118  a  yioe  principal  to  the  section  hands  lin- 
ger him  because  he  had  power  to  order  them 
with  respect  to  their  work,  and  also  because 
it  was  his  duty  to  see  that  they  had  proper 
tools  with  which  to  work.  In  East  Tennes- 
see d  W,  N.  C.  R.  Co,  V.  Collins,  86  Tenn. 
227,  1  S.  W.  883,  and  Louisville  d  N,  R,  Co, 
V,  Martin,  87  Tenn.  398,  3  L.  R.  A.  282,  10 
S.  W.  772,  it  was  held  that  the  engineer  was 
the  vice  principal  of  the  brakeman  on  a 
train,  when,  in  the  absence  of  the  conductor, 
he  had  power  to  give  the  brakeman  orders 
in  respect  to  his  work,  but  otherwise  not; 
and  in  East  Tennessee,  V,  d  O.  R.  Co,  v. 
WrigJit,  100  Tenn.  56,  42  S.  W.  1065,  it  was 
held  that  the  conductor  stands  as  vice  prin- 
cipal to  all  of  the  train  force,  because  they 
are  all  under  his  orders."  To  the  same 
effect,  Illinois  C.  R,  Co.  v.  Spence,  93  Tenn. 
173,  42    Am.  St.  Rep.  907,  23  S.  W.  211. 

The  conductor  of  the  passenger  train  in 
•question,  however,  had  no  power  to  give 
orders  to  the  brakeman  on  the  freight  train. 
This  ground  for  adjudging  the  relation  of 
vice  principal  and  of  servant  thereunder  did 
not,  therefore,  exist.  Was  the  conductor  of 
the  passenger  train  charged  with  any  of  the 
personal  duties  of  the  master  towards  the 
'brakeman  on  the  freight  train?  Was  he 
charged  with  the  duty  of  furnishing  tools 
and  appliances  or  a  safe  place  to  work? 
'There  is  nothing  to  show  that  he  was 
charged  with  such  duties.  Was  the  passen- 
ger conductor  in  charge  of,  or  engaged  in,  a 
separate  department  of  the  master's  busi- 
ness ? 

In  this  state  the  departmental  doctrine  is 
recognized  in  railway  cases.  The  grounds 
on  which  it  rests  are  thus  stated  in  Goal 
Creek  Min,  Co.  v.  Davis,  90  Tenn.  711,  719, 
720,  18  S.  W.  387,  389 :  "The  doctrine  rests 
upon  the  theory  that  the  vast  extent  of  the 
business  of  railway  companies  has  led  to  the 
division  of  their  business  into  separate  and 
distinct  departments;  that,  by  reason  of  this 
division,  a  servant  in  one  branch  or  depart- 
ment has  no  sort  of  association  or  connection 
with  one  in  another  department;  that  this 
absence  of  association  gives  the  servant  no 
opportunity  of  observing  the  character  of  a 
servant  in  another  department  of  labor,  and 
no  opportunity  to  guard  against  the  negli- 
gence of  such  servant.  The  want  of  conso- 
ciation is  the  idea  underlying  this  limita- 
tion. This  rule  has  not  been  extended  by  us 
beyond  railroad  corporations,  and  we  are 
not  disposed  to  extena  it  further  than  to  the 
class  of  employments  to  which  it  has  been 
heretofore  limited." 

Under  this  doctrine,  it  has  been  held  that 
a  track  repairer  was  in  a  different  depart- 
ment from,  and  hence  not  the  fellow  serv- 
ant of,  the  crew  of  a  train  running  upon  the 
track  {Hay Ties  v.  East  Tennessee  d  O.  R.^ 
-89  L.  R.  A. 


Co.  3  Coldw.  222) ;  for  the  same  reason, 
that  a  section  foreman  was  not  the  fellow 
servant  of  the  train  crew  CSashville  d  C. 
R.  Co,  v.  Carroll,  6  Heisk.  347,  361)  ;  that 
a  watchman  was  not  the  fellow  servant  of 
an  engineer  {Louisville  d  N.  R.  Co.  v.  Rob- 
ertson, 9  Heisk.  276) ;  a  telegraph  operator 
at  a  way  station  not  the  fellow  servant  of 
the  conductor  of  a  train  {East  Tennessee, 
V.  d  O.  R.  Co,  V.  De  Armond,  86  Tenn. 
73,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  816,  5  S.  W.  600)  ;  a 
car  inspector  not  the  fellow  servant  of  the 
crew  of  a  switch  engine  {Taylor  v.  Louisville 
d  N.  R.  Co.  93  Tenn.  307,  27  S.  W.  663)  ; 
a  depot  agent  not  the  fellow  servant  of  the 
conductor  of  a  train  {Louisville  d  N.  R. 
Co.  V.  Jackson,  106  Tenn.  438,  61  S.  W. 
771) ;  a  bridge  crew  not  the  fellow  servant 
of  the  crew  of  a  freight  train  {Freeman  v. 
Illinois  C.  R.  Co,  107  Tenn.  340,  64  S.  W. 
1 )  ;  and  an  engineer  not  the  fellow  servant 
of  a  telegraph  operator  {Illinois  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  Bentz,  108  Tenn.  670,  58  L.  R.  A.  690, 
91  Am.  St.  Rep.  763,  69  S.  W.  317). 

We  have  no  case  holding  that  separate 
trains  constitute  separate  and  distinct  de- 
partments of  railway  service;  nor  do  we 
think  they  can  be  so  treated  on  principle. 
The  reason  underlying  the  departmental 
doctrine  resides  in,  as  already  stated,  the 
need  of  consociation  to  enable  coemployees 
to  judge  of  the  caution,  diligence,  and  effi- 
ciency of  each  other,  in  order  that  they 
may  properly  protect  themselves  against 
negligence.  In  distinct  departments  of  t^e 
service  they  are  regarded  as  constantly 
working  apart  from  each  other,  without  the 
oppf>rtunity  of  mutual  observation  and  crit- 
icism. This  reason,  however,  cannot  be  held 
to  apply  to  the  crews  of  different  trains 
rtmnh]g  upon  the  tracks  of  the  same  com- 
[)any.  It  does  not  appear  that  such  crews 
are  permanently  attached  to  any  special 
trains.  Moreover,  even  if  not  associated 
upon  the  same  train,  the  crews  of  each 
train,  in  passing  and  repassing  and  in  min- 
gling with  each  other  in  the  handling  of 
traffic  in  the  course  of  their  work,  necessarily 
have  an  opportunity  of  judging  to  some  ex- 
tent how  the  various  trains  are  managed  by 
the  people  who  man  them.  At  best,  the 
amelioration  of  the  dangers  incident  to  a 
hazardous  business  cannot  be  very  great  for 
the  servants  of  a  common  master,  even 
when  they  work  in  the  same  department, 
where  the  number  of  such  coemployees  is 
great,  as  very  often  happens  in  the  railway 
business,  and  in  other  kinds  of  business. 

If  the  conductor  of  the  passenger  train  in 
question  had  no  control  over  the  brakeman 
on  the  freight  train,  or  was  not  charged  with 
any  duty  of  the  master  towards  him,  as  in 
the  furnishing  of  tools  and  appliances  or  a 
safe  place  to  work,  or  was  not  in  a  different 
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department  of  the  master's  service  (and  we 
have  seen  that  he  had  no  such  powers  and 
bore  no  such  relation),  which  are  the  only 
exceptions  our  cases  recognize  as  taking  co- 
employees  out  of  the  class  of  fellow  servants, 
then  the  said  conductor  and  brakeman  were 
fellow  servants,  and  the  master  was  not  lia- 
ble for  the  injuries  inflicted  upon  one  by  the 
negligence  of  the  other.  This  conclusion 
seems  inevitable,  on  principle. 

The  weight  of  authority  likewise  supports 
this  conclusion.     Baltimore  d  0.  R.  Co.  v. 
Andretcs,  17  L.  R.  A.  191,  1  C.  C.  A.  630. 
6  U.  S.  App.  76,  60  Fed.  728;  Kerlin  v.  Chi- 
cago, P,  &  St.  L.  R.  Co,  50  Fed.   186-188; 
8t.  Louis,  I.  M.  d  8.  R,  Co.  v.  Needham, 
25  L.  R.  A.  837,  11  C.  C.  A.  56,  27  U.  S. 
App.  227,  63  Fed.  107,  112;  Northern  P.  R. 
Co.  y.  Mase,  11  C.  C.  A.  63,  27  U.  S.  App. 
238,  63  Fed.  114;  McMaater  v.  Illinoia  C.  R. 
Co.  65  Miss.  264,  268,  7  Am.  ?t.  Rep.  664, 
657,  4  So.  59;  Pittsburg  Ft.  W.  d  C.  R.  Co. 
V.  Devinney,   17   Ohio  St.   197.     There  are 
other  cases  holding  a  contrary  view.     Mttd- 
den  V.  Chesapeake  d  0.  R.  Co.  28  W.  Va. 
617,  618,  57  Am.  Rep.  695-697;   Daniel  v. 
Chesapeake  d  0.  R.  Co.  36  W.  Va.  397,  411, 
413,  417,  419,    16  L.  R.  A.   383,  387,  389, 
390,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  870,  882,  885,  888,  889, 
15    S.   E.    162;    Louisville  d   N.  R.   Co.   v. 
Edmund,  23  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1049,  64  S.  W.  727. 
The  Kentucky  case  is  based,  in  substance, 
on  the  ground  that  separate  trains  consti- 
tute separate  departments  or  that  they  are 
equivalent  thereto,  because  the  crews  of  such 
separate  trains  are  "so  disconnected  as  not 
to  give  the  one  a  right  or  opportunity  for 
controlling,  admonishing,  or  even  observing 
the   manner    of   the    colaborers    doing   his 
work."     We  have  already  held  this  distinc- 
tion inadmissible,  in  a  former  part  of  this 
opinion.     The  substance  of  the  West  Virgin- 
ia cases    (both  collision  cases),  as  we  un- 
derstand them,  is  that  it  is  the  personal 
duty  of  the  master  to  keep  the  way  clear, 
and  that  each  conductor  in  charge  of  a  train 
should  be  regarded  as  representing  the  mas- 
ter for  that  purpose.     We  think  this  view 
is  fully  met  by  the  reasoning  of  Sanborn, 
J.,  in  8t.  Louis.  I.  M.  d  8.  R.  Co.  v.  Need- 
ham,  25  L.  R.  A.  837,  U  C.  C.  A.  56,  27  U. 
S.  App.  227,  63  Fed.  107,  112.     In  that  case 
it  appeared  there  was  a  rule  of  the  company 
which    provided    "that    conductors    of    all 
trains,    when   approaching   meeting   points 
where  they  are  to  take  the  siding,  must  go 
to  the  forward  part  of  trains,  and  attend 
to  the  switch  in  person.     On  train  leaving 
the  siding,  they  must  set  up  switch  for  the 
main  track  in  person.     Conductors  must  not 
assign  this  duty  to  anyone,  but  must  attend 
to  it  in  person  in  every  instance."     The  de- 
cedent was  a  fireman  on  a  passenger  train 
running  south  from  Little    Rock,  Arkansai*, 
60  L.  R.  A. 


December  16,  1889.     About  two  hours  before 
this  passenger  train  arrived  at  Alexander,  a 
station  10  miles  south  of  Little  Rock,  the 
conductor   of   a   construction  train   of   the 
railroad  company  caused  the  switch  of  the 
spur  track  at  that  place  to  be    opened,  ran 
his  train  upon  that  track  and  then  ran  it 
north  to  Little  Rock,  and  left  the  switch 
open,  when  it  was  his  duty  to  close  it.     The 
passenger  train  ran  into  the  open  switch, 
and  Mr.  Needham  was  killed.     In  answer  to 
the  contention  that  §t  was  the  personal  duty 
of  the  master  to  make  and  keep  the  way 
safe,  the  court,  among  other  things,  said: 
"The  line  of  demarcation  between  the  abso- 
lute duty  of  the  master  and  the  duty  of  the 
servants  is  the  line  that  separates  the  work 
of  construction,  preparation,  and  preserva- 
tion from  the  work  of  operation.     Is  the 
act  in  question  work  required  to  construct, 
to  prepare,  to  place  in  a  safe  location,  or  to 
keep  in  repair  the  machinery  furnished  by 
the   employer?     If   so,    it   is    his   personal 
duty  to  exercise  ordinary  care  to  perform 
it.     Is  the  act  in  question  required  to  prop- 
erly and  safely  operate  the  machinery  fur- 
nished,   or    to   prevent    the   safe    place    in 
which  it  was  furnished  from  becoming  dan- 
gerous through  its  negligent  operation?     If 
so,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  servants  to  per- 
form that  act,  and  they,  and  not  the  master, 
assume  the  risk  of  negligence   in  its  per- 
formance.    The    roadbed,   ties,   tracks,   sta- 
tions,  rolling  stock,   and   all  the  appurte- 
nances of  a  well-equipped  railroad  together 
constitute  a  great  machine  for  transporta- 
tion.    It  is  the  duty  of  the  railroad  com- 
pany   to    use    ordinary    card    to    furnish    a 
sound  and  reasonably  safe  machine,  to  ust^ 
due  diligence  to  keep  it  in  proper  repair, 
and  to  use  ordinary  care  to  employ  reason- 
ably competent  servants  to  operate  it;  but, 
when  this  duty  is  performed,  the  duty  rests 
upon  the  servants  to  operate  it  carefully. 
In  the  case  before  us  there  is  no  evidence 
that    the    conductor    who    n^ligently    left 
the  switch  open  was  not  selected  with  rea- 
sonable care.     There  is  no  claim  that  there 
was  any  defect  in  the  switch  that  hindered 
or  prevented  the  conductor  from  closing  it. 
The  company  furnished  a  switch  sufficient 
to  move  the   rails,   and   used  due  care   in 
selecting  the  servant  to  operate  it.     Before 
this  servant  commenced  to  operate  it,  the 
switch   was   closed,   so   that  the   passenger 
train   on    which    the    decedent   was    killed 
might    have    passed    in    safety.     It   became 
the  duty  of  the  conduct-or,  in  the  operation 
of  the  railroad,  to  open  this  switch,  and  to 
run   his    train   through    it   upon    the    spur 
track.     He  did  so.     It  then  became  his  duty 
to  take  his  train  off  the  spur  track  and  to 
close  the  switch.     He  took  his  train  off  and 
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proceeded  south,  but  carelessly  left  the 
switch  open.  His  negligence  was  not  in  the 
construction,  preparation,  or  repair  of  the 
railroad,  but  in  its  operation.  The  rail- 
road was  safe  before  he  made  it  unsafe  by 
his  negligence  in  operating  it,  and  lie  was 
discharging  none  of  the  personal  duties  of 
the  master,  but  one  of  the  duties  of  the  serv- 
ant, when  he  became  guilty  of  the  fatal 
negligence.  Any  other  holding  would  anni- 
hilate the  now  settled  rule  of  liability  for 
the  negligence  of  fellow  servants.  *  It  will 
not  do  to  say  that  the  timely  movement 
and  fastening  of  a  switch  in  the  ordinary 
operation  of  a  railroad  is  requisite  to  pro- 
vide a  safe  place  for  the  next  train  to  be 
operated  in,  and  hence  is  one  of  the  person- 
al duties  of  the  master.  Under  such  a  rule, 
it  would  become  the  absolute  duty  of  the 
master  to  so  operate  all  switches,  all  turn- 
tables, the  levers  of  all  engines,  all  brakes, 
all  cars,  and  every  appurtenance  of  the  rail- 
road, that  every  place  upon  it  should  at  all 
times  be  safe,  and  no  negligence  of  any  em- 
ployee could  ever  cause  an  injury  to  an- 
other servant  for  which  the  master  might 
not  be  held  liable.  At  the  instant  of  the 
injurj'  every  place  in  which  an  injury  is  in- 
flicted is  unsafe.  The  test  of  liability  is 
not  the  safety  of  the  place  nor  of  the  ma- 
chinery at  the  instant  of  injury,  but  the 
character  of  the  duty,  the  negligent  per- 
formance of  which  caused  the  injury.  Was 
it  a  duty  of  construction,  preparation,  or 
repair,  or  was  it  a  duty  of  operation  of  th« 
machine?  In  our  opinion,  the  duty  of 
opening  and  closing  a  switch  in  the  ordi- 
nary operation  of  a  railroad  is  not  one  of 
the  personal  duties  of  the  master,  but  a 
duty  of  operation, — a  duty  of  the  servant, — 
for  negligence  in  the  discharge  of  which 
another  servant  of  the  same  master,  en- 
gaged in  operating  a  train  over  the  same 
railroad,  cannot  recover." 

And  it  was  well  said  by  Brewer.  J.,  in 
Howard  v.  Denver  d  R.  O.  R.  Co.  26  Fed. 
837,  842, — ^a  collision  case:  **It  will  not  do 
to  say  that,  because  Ryan's  engine  was  in 
the  way,  and  collided  with  decedent's  train, 
the  track  was  not  clear,  and  tlierefore  the 
master  had  failed  in  his  duty  of  providing  a 
safe  place  for  the  employee  to  work  in  and 
ujwn.  The  negligent  use  by  one  employee 
of  perfectly  safe  machinery  will  seldom  be 
adjudged  a  breach  of  the  master's  duty  of 
providing  a  safe  place  for  other  employees. 
Such  a  construction  would  make  any  negli- 
gent misplacement  of  a  switch,  any  negli- 
gent collision  of  trains,  even  any  negligent 
dropping  of  tools  about  a  factory,  a  breach 
of  the  duty  of  providing  a  safe  place.  The 
true  idea  is  that  the  place  and  the  instru- 
ments must  in  themselves  be  safe,  for  this 
69  L.  R.  A. 


is  what  the  master's  duty  fairly  compels, 
and  not  that  the  master  must  see  that  no 
negligent  handling  by  an  employee  of  the 
machinery  shall  create  danger.  Neither  can 
it  be  said  that  Ryan  and  decedent  were  en- 
gaged in  a  different  class  of  work.  Both 
were  employed  in  the  movement  of  trains, — 
the  same  kind  of  service.  True,  they  were 
on  different  trains,  and  at  the  time  of  the 
accident  had  no  opportunity  of  noticing  the 
conduct  of  each  other  until  too  late  to  pre- 
vent the  collision.  But,  being  engaged  in 
the  same  kind  of  service,  and  on  the  same 
division,  they  must  naturally  have  often 
been  thrown  into  contact  and  had  ample 
opportunities  for  mutual  supervision.  To 
subdivide  beyond  the  class  of  service,  into 
the  place  of  work,  would  carry  the  excep- 
tion beyond  well- recognized  limits.  It 
would  make  the  trainmen  on  one  train  not 
fellow  servants  with  those  on  another;  the 
carpenters  and  machinists  in  one  room 
strangers  in  service  to  those  of  another; 
one  gang  of  section  men  not  coemployees 
with  another, — and  all  because  at  the  time 
their  places  of  work  happened  to  be  differ- 
ent." 

To  admit  the  qualification  into  the  law 
of  master  and  servant  sought  to  be  intro- 
duced in  this  case,  making  the  conductor 
of  one  train  the  vice  principal  of  employees 
upon  another  train,  thereby  declaring  each 
train  to  constitute  a  separate  department 
of  the  service,  would  practically  break  down 
the  whole  law  of  fellow  servants  as  previ- 
ously understood  in  this  state.  The  law 
as  it  exists  in  this  state  is  not  unfair  either 
to  the  master  or  the  servant.  While,  on 
the  one  hand,  it  seems,  on  a  casual  view, 
that  it  is  a  hardship  upon  the  servant  to 
deny  him  relief  for  an  injury  inflicted  upon 
him  by  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant 
in  whose  selection  he  had  no  voice,  yet  it 
seems  equally  hard  to  make  the  master  lia- 
ble to  one  of  his  servants  for  the  negligence 
of  another  servant  when  he  (the  master) 
has  exercised  due  care  in  selecting  such  serv- 
ant. What  more  could  he  do?  It  is  im- 
possible that  he  should  8upei*vi.se  and  con- 
trol every  act  of  his  servants.  Yet  if  he  is 
made  liable  to  each  of  his  servants  for  every 
act  of  all  of  his  servants  in  the  course  of 
the  employment. — and  there  may  *'e,  and 
there  often  are,  thousands  of  them, — tlie  law 
then  places  upon  him  a  duty  which  everj'- 
one  knows  that  no  one  can  discharge.  The 
true  and  just  view  is  that  expressed  in  our 
cases, — that,  after  the  master  has  exercised 
due  care  in  the  selection  of  his  servants,  the 
danger  arising  from  the  negligence  of  a  fel- 
low servant  is  a  danger  which  one  going  in- 
to the  service  voluntarily  assumes;  and  it 
is  a  risk  for  which   it  is  presumed  he  is 
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satisfactorily  compensated  by  the  larger 
wages  he  can  earn  in  the  service  than  in 
other  employments.  In  this  state  we  have 
already  narrowed  the  field  covered  by  the 
law  of  fellow  servants  by  withdrawing  from 
it  cases  wherein  one  servant  of  the  master 
is  set  over  other  servants,  with  power  to 
command  them  in  their  work,  and  by  the 
introduction  of  the  departmental  doctrine 
as  construed  and  applied  in  our  previous 
cases,  and  have  added  cases  arising  under 
these  to  the  master's  generally  recognized 
duty  of  furnishing  safe  tools  and  appli- 
ances, a  safe  place  to  work,  and  the  selec- 
tion of  reasonably  competent  servants.  We 
deem  it  inexpedient  to  make  any  further  ex- 
tension than  may  follow  from  a  natural  and 
reasonable  development  of  the  principles  al- 
ready adjudged.  We  do  not  think  the  case 
now  put  before  us  lies  within  the  path  of 
that  development. 

We  are  of  opinion,  therefore,  that  the  cir- 
cuit judge  committed  error  in  not  sustain- 
ing the  demurrer  to  the  third  coimt  of  the 
declaration,  and  the  first  assignment  is  sus- 
tained. 

Other  assignments  of  error  are  disposed 
of  in  a  memorandum  opinion  filed  with  the 
record,  and  need  not  be  further  referred  to 
here. 

Reverse  and  remcmd. 


City  of  MEMPHIS  ei  al,  Appts., 

V. 

Margaret  HASTINGS. 

(lis  Tenn.  142.) 

1.  Tlie  learislature  may  authorlB^  a 
manldpal    corporation    to    condLemn 

for  park  purposes  and  boulevard  land  near 
to,  but  outside  of,  its  corporate  limits. 
S.  Tbe    condLemnatiom    of    land    for    a 
bonle-vard    connecting:    public    park* 

is  not  unlawful  on  the  ground  that  it  is  for 
mere  convenience  or  pleasure,  not  for  neces- 
sity. 

8.  An  amendment  to  a  city  charter 
anthorlBlnar  the  eondenanatlon  of 
land  ont»ide  the  city  limits  for  park 
purposes  is  not  invalid  for  not  providing: 
compensation  to  the  owner  of  the  land  taken, 
where  it  provides  that  the  proceedings  for  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  condemnation  shall 
be  the  same  as  that  now  provided  by  law  for 
the  taking  of  private  property  for  public  use, 
and  the  charter  of  the  city  Incorporates  with- 
in Itself  the  general  condemnation  statutes 
of  the  state. 

4.  A  provision  In  a  statute  anthoris- 
ingr  the  condemnation  of  land  for 
bonlevards  to  connect  parks  is  covered  by 


Note. — For  a  collection  of  authorities  upon 
the  right  to  take  property  for  the  comfort  and 
pleasure  of  the  public,  see  Knowlton  v.  Will- 
lams,  47  L.  R.  A.  314. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


a  title  stating  the  object  of  the  statute  to  be 
to  authorize  the  acquisition,  improvement, 
and  maintenance  of  parks. 

5.  The  creation  of  a  park  comml«»lon 
and  a  board  of  park  commissioners  is  within 
the  purview  of  a  title  authorizing  the  acquisi- 
tion, maintenance,  and  improvement  of  parks. 

6.  An  amendatory  act,  "whose  caption 
merely  recites  the  title  of  the  origri* 
nal  acty  without  enlarging  its  scope,  is  con- 
stitutional and  valid,  providing  its  purview 
is  germane  to  the  title  of  the  original  acL 

(July  6,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  petitioners  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Shelby  County 
dismissing  a  petition  for  the  condemnation 
of  land  for  the  construction  of  a  park 
boulevard.     Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  L.  B.  MoFarland,  with  Mr.  J.  W» 
Canada,  for  appellants: 

The  legislature  may  empower  a  city  to 
spend  money  on  improvements  on  roads 
outside  of  the  city  limits,  and  levy  a  tax. 
therefor. 

Hagood  v.  Uutton,  33  Mo.  244. 

And  to  enforce  police  ordinances. 

Van  Hook  v.  Selma,  70  Ala.  361,  45  Am^ 
Rep.  85;  Emerich  v.  IndianapoliSf  118  Ind. 
279,  20  N.  E.  795. 

And  to  condemn  property  beyond  its  lim- 
its: 

Houghton  v.  Huron  Copper  Min.  Co.  67 
Mich.  647,  24  N.  W.  820;  Warner  v.  Chmni- 
8on,  2  Colo.  App.  430,  31  Pac.  238;  Lester  v. 
Jackson,  69  Miss.  887,  11  So.  114;  Cham- 
hers  V.  Bt.  Louis,  29  Mo.  643;  'Newman  v. 
Ashe,  9  Baxt.  380;  Hagood  v.  Hutton,  33 
Mo.  244;  Thompson  v.  Moran,  44  Mich.  605, 
7  N.  W.  180;  Warner  v.  Ounnison,  2  Colo. 
App.  430,  31  Pac.  238. 

Where  there  is  a  general  law  in  exist* 
ence,  giving  to  municipalities  or  other 
bodies  the  right  of  condemnation,  and  pro- 
viding for  compensation  to  the  landowners 
whose  property  is  taken,  special  acts  passed 
thereafter,  extending  or  enlarging  the  right 
of  condemnation,  are  not  fatal  if  they  fail 
to  provide  for  compensation. 

Jennings  v.  LeRoy,  63  Cal.  397;  Warner 
V.  Hennepin  County,  9  Minn.  139,  Gil.  130; 
Cherry  v.  Keyport,  62  N.  J.  L.  544,  20  Atl. 
970;  Clarke  v.  Blackmar,  47  N.  Y.  150; 
Re  New  York  Elev.  R.  Co.  70  N.  Y.  327, 
AflSrming  order,  7  Hun,  239;  Sxcikehard  v. 
MichelSy  81  Hun,  325,  29  N.  \.  Supp.  777, 
30  N.  Y.  Supp.  1135,  8  Misc.  568,  29  N.  Y. 
Supp.  777;  Re  Sharetfs  Road,  8  Pa.  89; 
Smedley  v.  Erwin,  51  Pa.  445;  Wister  v. 
Philadelphia,  6  Legal  Gaz.  51,  31  Phila. 
Leg.  Int.  53;  Tuttle  v.  Knox  County,  89 
Tenn.  157,  14  S.  W.  486. 

Park  ways  are  incidental  and  ancillary  to 
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parks,  and  an  essential  part  of  the  im- 
provement of  parks  and  a  park  system. 

Re  New  York,  34  Hun,  444,  Affirmed  in 
90  N.  Y.  569,  2  N.  E.  642;  People  ex  rcl. 
Seaver  v.  Qreen,  52  Hov.  Pr.  440;  Re 
Prospect  Park  d  C.  I.  R.  Co.  67  N.  Y.  371; 
Luehrman  v.  Taxing  District^  2  Lea,  430; 
Brandon  v.  8tate,  16  Ind.  197;  Ex  parte 
Griffin,  88  Tenn.  548,  13  S.  W.  75;  Cannon 
V.  Mathes,  8  Heisk.  623;  Sutherland,  Stat. 
Constr.  §  93 ;  State  v.  Yardley,  95  Tenn.  555, 
34  L.  R.  A.  656,  32  S.  W.  481;  Illinois  C. 
R,  Co.  V.  Crider,  91  Tenn.  494,  19  S.  W. 
618. 

Land  taken  by  a  city  for  purposes  of 
parks,  park  ways,  or  for  places  of  recreation 
and  amusement  for  the  public,  and  advan- 
tageous to  the  public  for  recreation  and 
health,  is  taken  for  public  use;  and  the 
power  of  eminent  domain  extends  thereto. 

United  States  v.  Cooper,  9  Mackey,  104; 
Shoemaker  v.  United  States,  147  U.  S.  282, 
37  L.  ed.  170,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  361 ;  United 
States  v.  Gettysburg  Electrio  R.  Co.  160 
U.  S.  668,  40  L.  ed.  576,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
427;  Rowan  v.  Portland,  8  B.  Mon.  232; 
County  Court  v.  Griswold,  58  Mo.  175; 
Re  Central  Park,  63  Barb.  282;  1  Lewis, 
Em.  Dom.  §  175,  p.  443;  West  Chicago  Park 
v.  Western  XJ.  Teleg.  Co.  103  111.  33 ;  Biggin- 
aon  T.  Nahant,  11  Allen,  530;  Re  Bush- 
toick  Ave,  48  Barb.  9;  Re  Niagara  Falls  d 
Whirlpool  R.  Go.  108  N.  Y.  375,  16  N.  E. 
429;  Brooklyn  Park  v.  Armstrong,  45  N. 
Y.  234,  6  Am.  Rep.  70;  Re  New  York,  99 
N.  Y.  569,  2  N.  E.  642;  10  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  1084,1085;  People  ex 
reU  Wilson  v.  Salomxm,  5\  111.  37;  Foster 
V.  Park  Gomrs.  133  Mass.  321 ;  State  Park  v. 
Henry,  38  Minn.  266,  36  N.  W.  874;  Re 
Central  Park,  50  N.  Y.  493;  Re  Washing- 
ton Park,  62  N.  Y.  137;  Root's  Case,  77 
Pa.  276. 

Messrs.  Bandolpli  Sc  Bandolpli  for  ap- 
pellee. 

MoAllster,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  record  presents  a  petition  exhibited 
in  the  circuit  court  of  Shelby  county,  ask- 
ing the  condemnation  of  a  certain  strip  of 
land,  900  feet  long  and  50  feet  wide,  belong- 
ing to  the  defendant,  for  the  purpose  of 
extending  a  boulevard  along  the  west  side 
of  Trezevant  avenue.  It  is  alleged  therein 
that,  under  and  by  virtue  of  chapter  142,  p. 
250,  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis is  empowered  to  purchase  by  private 
negotiation,  or  acquire  by  condemnation,  a 
park  way  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the 
city  with  any  parks  that  might  be  estab- 
lished, or  for  the  purpose  of  connecting  the 
parks  wnth  each  other.  It  is  further  al- 
lp;,'ed  that,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  powers  conferred  by  said  act,  the  city 
was  authorized  to  establish  by  ordinance 
a  park  commission,  composed  of  three  mem- 
bers, and  that  Robert  Galloway,  L.  B.  Mc- 
Farland,  and  J.  R.  Godwin  had  been  legal- 
ly elected,  and  now  constitute  said  park 
commission.  It  is  further  alleged  that  on 
the  5th  of  November,  1903,  an  ordinance 
was  passed  authorizing  and  directing  the 
park  commissioners  to  obtain,  establish,  and 
construct  a  system  of  park  ways  in  and 
around  the  city  of  Memphis;  that,  under 
and  by  virtue  of  this  ordinance,  the  park 
commission  did,  on  the  9th  day  of  January ^» 
1904,  establish  said  park  way  so  as  to  be- 
gin at  Overton  park,  and  run  thence  south 
along  and  with  Trezevant  avenue  to  a 
point  700  feet  south  of  the  right  of  way  of 
the  Southern  Railway  Company,  thence  west 
to  Cooper  avenue,  thence  south  along  Coop- 
er avenue  to  Lamar  Boulevard,  and  thence 
in  a  westerly  and  southwesterly  direction 
to  Kerr  avenue,  and  along  and  with  Kerr 
avenue  to  Riverside  Park  and  the  Missis- 
sippi river;  said  park  way  to  be  200  feet 
in  width  as  far  south  as  Union  avenue,  and 
for  the  balance  of  the  distance  to  average 
150  feet  in  width.  It  is  then  alleged  that, 
in  order  to  construct  this  park  way  or 
boulevard,  a  certain  portion  of  the  prop- 
erty of  defendant  is  required,  and  that  the 
object  of  this  petition  is  to  acquire  the 
same  by  condemnation  proceedings. 

The  prayer  of  the  petition  is  that  the  city 
of  Memphis  be  decreed  an  easement  or 
right  of  way  to  the  strip  of  land  described, 
and  that  the  court  issue  its  writ  of  in- 
quiry of  damages  to  the  sheriff,  command- 
ing him  to  summon  a  jury,  to  be  named  by 
the  court,  to  inquire  into  and  assess  the 
damages  of  the  defendant  by  reason  of  the 
taking  of  the  strip  of  land  described. 

The  defendant  resisted  the  condemnation 
of  said  land,  and  in  her  answer  relied  upon 
the  following  grounds,  vtjs:  (1)   Because 

the  city  of  Memphis  is  attempting  to  con- 
demn property  for  public  uses  situated  out- 
side of  its  corporate  limits,  and  that  any 
act  authorizing  the  exercise  of  the  power 
to  condemn  land  lying  wholly  without  its 
corporate  limits  is  unconstitutional  and 
void.  (2)  That  the  said  chapter  142,  p. 
250,  of  the  Acts  of  1899,  is  in  violation  of 
article  1,  §  21,  of  the  Constitution  of  Ten- 
nessee, and  is  also  in  violation  of  the  14th 
Amendment  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States,  because  it  does  not  provide 
for  just  compensation  to  be  paid  to  the 
owner  of  the  property  sought  to  be  con- 
demned, and  that  the  mode  and  manner  of 
ascertaining  such  compensation,  and  en- 
forcing the  same,  is  not  fixed  and  estab- 
lished in  said  act.  (3)  That  it  violates 
article  2,  §  17,  of  the  Constitution  of  Ten- 
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nessee,  because  the  body  of  the  act  provides 
for  subject-matters  outside  of  the  title,  and 
not  in  any  sense  germane  to  the  subject 
suggest  I'd  by  it. 

The  cause  was  heard  at  the  March  term, 
1904,  by  the  Honorable  J.  P.  Young,  who 
was  of  opinion  that  the  act  of  1899  was 
unconstitutional,  because  the  subjects  of 
the  act  are  not  embraced  in  the  title;  and 
further,  that  said  act  makes  no  provision 
for  compensating  the  owners  of  property 
so  condemned  for  a  park  boulevard;  and 
further,  that  such  a  boulevard  connecting 
the  parks  is  a  public  convenience,  and  not 
a  public  necessity.  The  court  thereupon 
dismissed  the  petition.  The  city  appealed, 
and  has  assigned  errors. 

Chapter  142,  pp.  250-252,  Acts  1899,  § 
1,  provides  as  follows:  **The  parks,  or  lands 
to  be  used  for  park  purposes,  may  be  pur- 
chased either  by  private  negotiation  or  by 
condemnation,  as  hereinbefore  provided,  as 
may  be  determined  by  the  legislative  coun- 
cil. If  the  parks,  or  land  for  park  pur- 
poses, be  purchased  by  private  negotiation, 
the  negotiation  shall  be  conducted  by  such 
member  or  members  of  the  legislative  coun- 
cil as  shall  be  designated  by  said  council; 
but  no  purchase  shall  be  effected  until  the 
same  has  the  approval  of  the  majority  of 
the  legislative  council.  And  said  parks,  or 
land  for  park  purposes,  may  be  purchased 
either  within  or  without  the  limits  of  such 
taxing  districts  or  cities,  but  not  more  than 
10  miles  from  the  nearest  point  on  the 
limits  of  such  taxing  districts  or  cities,  as 
such  limits  may  be  at  the  time  of  such 
purchase." 

Section  2:  "Any  such  taxing  district  or 
city  may  condemn  parks  or  land  for  park 
.purposes  under  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main, and  such  taxing  districts  and  cities 
are  hereby  expressly  given  the  power  to 
condemn,  for  park  purposes,  the  yards, 
switches,  tracks,  the  depot  and  property  of 
any  character,  of  any  railroad  company,  and 
also  the  property  of  any  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment, and  also  the  property  of  any 
other  person  or  corporation  either  within 
or  Nvitiiout  the  limits  of  said  taxing  dis- 
trict or  city,  but  not  over  10  miles  beyond 
the  nearest  point  in  said  limits  as  such 
limits  may  be  at  the  time  of  such  con- 
demnation; and  the  proceedings  for  the 
exercise  of  this  power  of  condemnation  shall 
be  the  same  as  that  now  provided  by  law 
for  the  taking  of  private  property  for  pub- 
lic uses." 

Section  3:  "That,  in  order  to  raise  the 
means  necessary  to  purchase  or  condemn 
parks,  or  land  for  park  purposes,  such  tax- 
ing districts  or  cities  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  empowered  to  issue  their  coupon 
bonds  to  any"  amount  not  exceeding  $250, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


000,  bearing  a  rate  of  interest  not  exceed- 
ing 5  per  cent  maturing  at  such  time,  call- 
able in  such  manner  as  the  legislative  coun- 
cil may  determine,  and  payable  in  lawful 
money  of  the  United  States  of  America," 
etc. 

Section  4:  "That  such  taxing  district 
or  city  is  authorized  and  empowered  to  levy 
a  special  park  tax  only  so  long  as  said 
bonds  shall  remain  outstanding,"  etc. 

Section  5:  That  such  taxing  district  or 
city  shall  have  the  power  to  purchase  by 
private  negotiation,  or  acquire  by  condemna- 
tion, a  park  or  park  ways,  either  running 
from  said  taxing  district  or  city  to  any 
such  park,  or  running  between  and  connect- 
ing such  parks;  and  such  taxing  district 
or  city  may  purchase  or  condemn  such  park 
ways  either  within  or  without  the  limits 
of  such  taxing  district  or  city,  but  in  no 
case  more  than  10  miles  beyond  the  near- 
est point  of  the  limits  of  such  taxing  dis- 
trict or  city  as  the  same  may  be  at  the  date 
of  such  purchase  or  condemnation;  and  the 
proceeds  of  the  bonds  aforesaid  may  be 
used  for  improving  or  maintaining  such 
park  ways." 

Section  6  provides  for  the  creation  of  a 
park  commission  by  the  legislative  council 
of  such  taxing  district,  to  be  qpmposed  of 
three  members,  who  shall  be  elected  by  said 
legislative  council. 

Section  7  provides  that  the  legislative 
council  of  such  taxing  district  or  city  shall 
have  full  and  ample  power  to  establish,  by 
ordinance,  rules  and  regulations  to  govern 
said  park  commission,  and  to  govern  the 
employment  and  discharge  of  sucn  em- 
ployees, and  to  fix  the  official  bonds  and  the 
compensation  of  such  park  commissioners 
and  employees. 

The  first  objection  to  this  act  is  that  it 
undertakes  to  permit  the  municipal  author- 
ities to  condemn  land  for  parks  and  for  the 
building  of  park  ways  situated  beyond  the 
municipal  limits;  and  it  is  insisted  that 
the  legislature  has  no  power  to  delegate 
such  authority. 

An  examination  of  the  act  of  1899  will 
show  that  it  is  an  amendment  to  dhaptor 
11,  p.  15,  of  the  Acts  of  1879,  constitutin«r 
the  city  of  Memphis  a  taxing  district,  and 
providing  a  local  government  for  the  same. 

Section  20  of  chapter  11,  p.  28,  of  the 
Acts  of  1879,  provides:  "That  private  prop- 
erty within  the  taxing  district  may  be  tak- 
en for  public  use  in  the  manner  now  pro- 
vided by  law  for  the  application  of  pri- 
vate property  to  public  use." 

It  is  insisted  that,  under  the  original 
charter  just  recited,  conferring  upon  the 
city  of  ^lemphis  the  right  of  eminent  do- 
main, the  exercise  of  that  power  was  ex- 
pressly   limit<'d    to    property    lying   within 
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the  corporate  limits.  But  it  is  manifest 
that  the  act  of  1899  has  enlarged  the  ex- 
ercise of  the  right  of  eminent  domain  by 
the  corporate  authorities  of  the  city  of 
Memphis  so  as  to  permit  property  situated 
beyond  the  corporate  limits  to  be  appro- 
priated and  condemned  tor  the  purpose  of 
establishing  parks,  and  connecting  them  by 
boulevards  with  the  city  and  with  each 
other. 

It  is  insisted,  moreover,  on  behalf  of  ap- 
pellee, that  there  is  a  distinction  between 
a  grant  of  authority  from  the  legislature 
to  a  municipal  corporation  to  exercise  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  in  the  condemna- 
tion of  property  situated  beyond  the  cor- 
porate limits  for  the  establishment  of  a 
park,  and  the  grant  of  such  authority  for 
the  building  of  a  boulevard  connecting  such 
parks.  The  position  is  that,  while  a  park 
may  be  a  matter  of  public  necessity  to  the 
inhabitants  of  a  crowded  city^  as  a  means 
of  furnishing  them  healthful  recreation, 
yet  no  such  necessity  exists  for  the  con- 
demnation of  land  for  the  building  of  a 
boulevard  merely  to  connect  such  parks. 

The  record  discloses  that- the  boulevard  in 
question  is  to  be  about  3  miles  long,  entire- 
ly without  the  city  limits,  and  at  its  nar- 
rowest '  point  150  feet  wide,  and  at  its 
greatest  200  feet.  It  is  shown  that  the 
route  to  be  followed  by  the  park  way  is  over 
•country  roads  that  are  now  in  existence, 
and  the  land  of  defendant  is  sought  for  the 
purpose  of  widening  the  roads  as  they  now 
<exist.  It  is  said  the  entire  length  of  the 
proposed  park  way  now  forms  one  contin- 
uous public  road  extending  between  the  two 
parks;  and,  while  it  is  admitted  that  a 
wide  road  connecting  them  is  a  matter  of 
^reat  public  convenience,  it  is  not  a  matter 
of  public  necessity,  and  hence  is  not  sub- 
ject to  be  taken  in  the  exercise  of  the  city's 
right  of  eminent  domain. 

In  Netcman  v.  Ashe,  0  Baxt.  380,  it  was 
held  that,  while  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Knoxville  did  not  in  express  terms  confer 
the  power  to  purchase  and  hold  real  es- 
tate outside  of  the  corporate  limits  for 
the  purpose  of  constructing  waterworks,  it 
did  so  by  necessary  implication.  The  power 
to  construct  waterworks — a  legitimat>e  cor- 
porate purpose — is  expressly  given,  and  the 
authority  is  given  to  the  mayor  and  alder- 
men to  protect  from  injury,  by  adequate 
penalties,  the  pipes,  hydrants,  or  fixtures, 
buildings,  or  improvements,  belonging  to, 
or  in  any  way  pertaining  to,  said  water- 
works, whether  within  or  without  the  lim- 
its of  said  corporation. 

In  Thompson  v.  Moran,  44  Mich.  605,  7 
N.  W.  180,  an  act  of  the  legislature  giving 
the  city  the  right  to  purchase,  improve,  and 
control  Belle  Isle  park  was  sustained,  not- 
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withstanding  the  fact  that  it  was  situated 
beyond  the  corporate  limits  of  Detroit. 
Warner  v.  Ounnisotif  2  Colo.  App.  430,  31 
Pac  238;  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  3d  ed.  §§  146, 
697  et  seq.;  Houghton  v.  Huron  Copper 
Mtn.  Co,  67  Mich.  547,  24  N.  W.  820;  Les- 
ter V.  Jackson,  69  Miss.  887,  11  So.  114; 
Chambers  v.  8t,  Louis,  29  Mo.  643;  Hagood 
V.  Hutton,  33  Mo.  244. 

It  will  be  observed  that,  under  the  act  of 
1&99,  the  city  is  authorized  to  exercise  the 
right  of  eminent  domain  in  condemnation 
of  property  either  for  parks,  or  park  pur- 
poses, or  park  ways,  within  a  limit  of  10 
miles  from  the  nearest  point  of  said  tax- 
ing district  or  city.  It  was  argued  at  the 
bar  that  it  would  be  a  great  stretch  of 
power  on  the  part  of  the  legislature  to  per- 
mit the  municipal  corporation  to  acquire 
land  for  public  purposes  in  remote  portions 
of  the  state;  but,  as  already  seen,  the 
power  conferred  by  the  act  of  1899  upon  the 
municipality  of  Memphis  must  be  exer- 
cised on  land  situated  adjacent  or  contig- 
uous to  the  corporate  limits,  and  within  a 
distance  of  10  miles  from  its  nearest  point. 

Moreover,  it  appears  from  the  record  that 
the  boulevard  sought  to  be  condemned  is 
at  all  points  within  1  mile  of  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city  of  Memphis. 

The  next  objection  is  that  the  condemna- 
tion of  the  land  of  the  defendant  is  not  a 
public  necessity,  but  merely  a  public  con- 
venience; and,  for  that  reason,  the  act  of 
the  legislature,  so  far  as  it  attempts  to 
authorize  such  appropriation,  is  unconstitu- 
tional and  void.  Mr.  Lewis,  in  his  work 
on  Eminent  Domain  (vol.  1,  S  175),  says: 
"Pleasure  and  recreation  are  not  only  es- 
sential to  health,  but  tend  to  the  improve- 
ment of  character.  No  better  instance  of 
a  public  use  can  be  given  than  that  of  a 
public  square  or  park  in  the  midst  of,  or 
convenient  to,  a  dense  population.  Private 
property  may  be  taken  for  the  purpose  of 
securing  such  means  of  recreation  and 
health.  A  park  is  a  public  use,  though  not 
located  in  a  city  or  town,  but  only  in  the 
vicinity  of  it.  Land  may  be  taken  on  each 
side  of  a  highway  to  be  kept  open  for  court- 
yards and  ornament.  Highways  may  be 
laid  out  for  the  purpose  of  affording  ac- 
cess to  a  position  which  commands  a  fine 
view,  or  for  accommodating  pleasure  driv- 
ing. The  taking  of  a  large  tract  in  the 
Adirondacks  for  a  state  park  was  held 
to  be  for  a  public  use.  So,  limiting  the 
height  of  buildings  around  a  public  park 
or  square." 

It  will  be  observed,  the  author  states  that 
a  park  is  a  public  use,  though  not  located  in 
a  city  or  town,  but  only  in  the  vicinity  of  it ; 
and,  further,  that  land  may  be  taken  for 
driveways,  or  for  accommodating  pleasure 
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driving.  In  the  case  of  West  Chicago  Park 
V.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  103  111.  33,  it  was 
held  that  land  might  be  condemned  for 
building  a  boulevard  running  from  the 
south  end  of  Douglas  park  to  the.  Illinois  &. 
Michigan  Canal. 

**A  public  park  is  a  public  use.**  United 
States  V.  Cooper,  9  Mackey,  104. 

"Land  taken  in  a  city  for  public  parks 
and  squares  advantageous  to  the  public  for 
recreation,  health,  or  business  is  taken  for 
a  public  use,  and  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main extends  thereto."  Shoemaker  v.  United 
States,  147  U.  S.  282,  37  L.  ed.  170,  13  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  361. 

"The  purpose  of  preserving:  and  marking 
on  the  site  of  the  battle  of  Gettysburg  the 
positions  occupied  by  the  different  military 
organizations  at  that  battle  is  a  public  use 
or  purpose  for  which  Congress  may  author- 
ize the  condemnation  of  the  necessary  land."' 
United  States  v.  Oettyshurg  Electric  R,  Co. 
100  U.  S.  608,  40  L.  ed.  576,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
427. 

"The  right  of  the  rublic  at  large  to  ac- 
quire easements  over  the  lands  of  individu- 
als is  not  confined  to  public  highways,  but 
extends  to  many  other  eaw^ments  and  uses," 
such  as  public  parks  and  grounds.  Rowan 
V.  Portland,  8  B.  Mon.  232. 

The  legislature,  in  1874,  authorized  the 
appropriation  of  land  for  a  public  park  for 
the  benefit  of  the  inhabitants  of  St.  Louis 
county  located  outside  the  city.  Held  to  be 
a  public  use,  although  chiefly  beneficial  to 
the  citizens.  County  Court  v.  Oriswold,  68 
Mo.  175. 

Land  taken  in  a  city  for  public  parks 
and  squares  by  authority  of  law,  whether 
advantageous  to  the  public  for  recreation, 
health,  or  business,  is  taken  for  a  public 
use;  and  it  is  no  valid  ground  of  objection 
to  the  confirmation  of  a  report  of  commis- 
sioners for  opening  a  new  park  that  the 
lands  embraced  in  such  park  are  not  all  con- 
tiguous, and  that  there  are  intervening 
blocks  and  spaces  not  taken,  where  such  in- 
tervening spaces  are  not  so  large  as  to  inter- 
fere with  the  integrity  or  continuity  of  the 
plan,  or  the  equalizing  of  the  assessments. 

They  contribute  to  the  health  and  enjoy- 
ment of  the  people,  and  are  laid  out  with 
drives  and  ways  for  public  use.  The  pro- 
ceedings in  the  case  of  Higginson  v.  Nahant, 
11  Allen,  630,  and  Mt.  Washington  Road 
Co.'s  Petition,  35  N.  H.  134^  were  justified 
on  the  ground  that  they  vv'ere  public  high- 
ways in  the  ordinary  sense,  although  pri- 
marilv  intended  as  pleasure  drives.  Re 
New  York,  99  N.  Y.  509.  2  N.  E.  042. 

"Land  taken  in  a  city  for  a  piib^c  park 
whether  advantageous  to  the  public  for  rec- 
reation, health,  or  business,  is  taken  for  a 
public  use.  And  the  land  may  \>e  condemned 
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under  the  power  of  eminent  domain,  not 
only  for  public  parks  in  cities,  but  it  may 
be  ccmdemned  in  a  county  for  the  inhabit- 
ants of  the  county."  10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  1084.  1085;  Re  Central  Park. 
03  Barb.  282;  People  ex  ret.  Wilson  v.  Sal- 
omon, 51  111.  37;  Foster  v.  Park  Comrs.  133 
Mass.  321;  State  Park  v.  Henry,  38  Minn. 
266,  36  N.  W.  874;  Brooklyn  Park  v.  Arm- 
strong, 45  N.  Y.  234,  6  \ra.  Rep.  70;  Re 
Central  Park,  50  N.  Y.  493:  Re  Washington 
Park,  52  N.  Y.  1.37;  Root's  Cose,  77  Pa.  276; 
County  Court  v,  Grisicold,  58  Mo.  175. 

It  is  next  objected  that  the  act  of  1899 
makes  no  provision  for  comj-ensatioa  to  the 
owner  of  land  conden-iued  for  parks  or  park 
purposes.  In  M^atauga  Water  Co,  v.  Scott, 
Hi  Tenn.  321,  70  S.  W.  889,  it  was  said  by 
this  court,  viz.:  "It  is  a  fundamental  prin- 
ciple of  the  law  of  eminent  domain  and  the 
taking  of  property  for  public  use  that  it  can 
only  be  done  by  makin,-;  just  oompcnsation 
to  the  person  whose  property  is  taken  for 
its  reasonable  value,  and  any  legislation 
which  confers  the  right  of  eminent  domain 
can  only  be  valid  upon  condition  that  such 
compensation  is  provided  for,  and  the  mode 
and  manner  of  ascertaining  and  enforcing 
the   same  is   fixed  and  established." 

Article  1,  §  21,  of  the  Constitution,  pro- 
vides, viz.:  Private  property  shall  not  be 
taken  or  applied  to  public  use  without  just 
compensation  being  made  therefor. 

It  is  insisted  that  this  indispensable  re- 
quirement to  the  exercise  of  eminent  do- 
main for  any  purpose  has  not  been  observeil 
by  this  act.  It  is  said,  however,  that  the 
act  of  1899  is  only  an  amendment  to  chap- 
ter 11,  p.  28,  Acts  1879,  the  original  charter 
of  Memphis,  which  does  provide,  viz. :  "That 
the  private  property  within  the  taxing  dis- 
trict may  be  taken  for  public  use  in  the 
manner  now  provided  by  law  for  the  ap- 
plication of  private  property  to  public  use." 

It  will  be  remarked  that,  while  the  right 
to  take  property  for  public  use  under  the 
act  of  1879  is  confined  to  property  situatetl 
within  the  taxing  district,  the  amendatory 
act  of  1899  extends  the  right  to  be  exercised 
over  property  located  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  taxing  district,  and  within  10  miles  of 
its  nearest  point.  It  is  in  this  respect  only 
that  the  original  act  is  amended.  It  will 
be  noticed  that  the  original  act  of  1879  does 
not  in  terms  provide  for  compensation  to 
the  landowner,  yet  it  says  it  may  be  taken 
for  public  use  in  the  manner  now  provided 
by  law,  etc. 

Now  it  is  insisted  that  §  20,  chap.  11,  p. 
28,  of  the  Acts  of  1879,  just  quoted,  incor- 
porates into  the  taxing-district  charter  the 
general  law  upon  the  subject  of  eminent  do- 
main, and,  among  other  provisions,  the  obli- 
gation of  just  compensation  to  the  owner. 
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Again  it  is  provided  by  §  2  of  chapter  142^ 
p.  250,  Acts  1899,  viz.:  "Sec.  2.  Be  it  fur- 
ther enacted,  That  any  such  taxing  district 
or  city  may  condemn  parks,  or  land  for  park 
purposes,  under  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main ;  and  such  taxing  districts  or  cities  are 
hereby  expressly  given  the  power  to  con- 
demn, for  park  purposes,  the  yards,  switches, 
tracks,  the  depot  and  property  of  every  char- 
acter, of  any  railroad  company,  and  also  the 
property  of  any  manufacturing  establish- 
ment, and  also  the  property  of  any  other 
person  or  corporation,  either  within  or  with- 
out the  limits  of  said  taxing  district  or  city, 
but  not  over  10  miles  beyond  the  nearest 
point  in  said  limits,  as  such  limits  may  be 
at  the  time  of  said  condemnation;  and  the 
proceedings  for  the  exercise  of  this  power  of 
condemnation  shall  be  the  same  as  that  now 
provided  by  law  for  the  taking  of  private 
property  for  public  uses." 

It  will  be  observed  that,  by  virtue  of  this 
amendment,  land  for  parks,  or  park  pur- 
poses, outside  of  the  city  limits,  may  be 
condemned,  "under  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main;" and  "the  proceedings  for  the  exer- 
cise of  this  power  of  condemnation  shall  be 
the  same  as  that  now  provided  by  law  for 
the  taking  of  private  property  for  public 
use." 

We  are  clearly  of  opinion  that  the  amend- 
atory act  of  1899  became  incorporated  with 
the  act  of  1879  chartering  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis, and  that  the  general  statutes  of  the 
state  providing  for  the  condemnation  of  pri- 
vate property  for  public  uses  were  thereby 
imported  into  the  original  charter  as  fully 
as  though  they  had  been  specifically  desig- 
nated by  chapter  and  section  of  the  Code. 
The  general  law  providing  for  the  taking 
of  private  property  for  internal  improve- 
ments is  set  out  in  §§  1844  et  acq..  Shan- 
non's Code.  These  sections  provide  as  fol- 
lows : 

"Sec.  1844.  Any  person  or  corporation  au- 
thorized by  law  to  construct  any  railroad, 
turnpike,  canal,  toll  bridge,  road,  causeway, 
or  other  work  of  internal  improvement,  to 
which  the  like  privilege  is  conceded,  may 
take  the  real  estate  of  individuals,  not  ex- 
ceeding the  amount  prescribed,  by  law  or 
by  the  charter  under  which  the  person  or 
corporation  acts  in  the  manner  and  upon  the 
terms  herein  provided. 

"Sec.  1845.  The  party  seeking  to  appro- 
priate such  land  shall  file  a  petition  in  the 
circuit  court  of  the  county  in  which  the 
land  lies,  setting  forth,  in  substance,  ( 1 )  the 
parcel  of  land  a  portion  of  which  is  wanted 
and  the  extent  wantcni;  (2)  the  name  of  the 
owner  of  such  land,  or,  if  unknown,  stating 
the  fact;  (3)  the  object  for  which  the  land 
is  wanted;  (4)  a  prayer  that  a  suitable 
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portion  of  land  may  be  decreed  to  the  peti- 
tioner, and  set  apart  by  metes  and  bounds. 

"Sec.  1846.  Notice  of  this  petition  shall 
be  given  to  the  o%vner  of  the  land,  or,  if  a 
nonresident  of  the  county,  to  his  ai^ent,  at 
least  five  days  before  its  presentation." 

"Sec.  1849.  After  the  requisite  notice  has 
been  given,  if  no  suflScient  cause  to  the  con- 
trary is  shown,  the  court  shall  issue  a 
writ  of  inquiry  of  damages  to  the  sheriff 
commanding  him  to  summon  a  jury  to  in- 
quire and  assess  the  damages." 

"Sec.  1856.  The  jury  will  then  proceed  to 
examine  the  ground,  and  may  hear  testi- 
mony, but  no  argument  of  counsel ;  and  set 
apart  by  metes  and  bounds  a  sufficient 
quantity  of  land  for  the  purposes  intended, 
and  assess  the  damages  occasioned  to  the 
owner  thereby. 

"Sec.  1857.  In  estimating  the  damages  the 
jury  shall  give  the  value  of  the  land  with- 
out deduction;  but  incidental  benefits  which 
may  result  to  the  owner  by  reason  of  the 
proposed  improvement  may  be  taken  into 
consideration  in  estimating  the  incidental 
damages." 

"Sec.  1859.  If  no  objection  is  made  to  the 
report,  it  is  confirmed  by  the  court,  and  the 
land  decreed  to  the  petitioner  upon  pay- 
ment to  the  defendants,  or  to  the  clerk  for 
their  use,  [the  amount]  of  the  damages  as- 
sessed, with  costs." 

"Sec.  1865.  No  person  or  company  shall, 
however,  enter  upon  such  land  for  the  pur- 
pose of  actually  occupying  the  right  of  way 
until  the  damages  assessed  by  the  jury  of 
inquest  and  the  costs  have  been  actually 
paid;  or,  if  an  appeal  has  been  taken,  un- 
til the  bond  has  been  given  to  abide  by  the 
final  judgment,  as  before  provided. 

"Sec.  1866.  If,  however,  such  person  or 
company  has  actually  taken  possession  of 
such  land,  occupying  it  for  the  purposes  of 
internal  improvement,  the  owner  of  such 
land  may  petition  for  a  jury  of  inquest,  in 
which  case  the  same  proceedings  may  be 
had,  as  near  as  may  be,  as  hereinbefore  pro- 
vided, or  he  may  sue  for  damages,  in  the 
ordinary  way,  in  which  case  the  jury  shall 
lay  off  the  land  by  metes  and  bounds,  and 
assess  the  damages  as  upon  the  trial  of  an 
appeal  from  the  return  of  a  jury  of  inquest." 

These  sections  of  Shannon's  Code  sub- 
stantially embrace  the  proceedings  that  are 
required  to  be  taken  for  the  condemnation 
of  private  property  for  any  public  use, 
which  provisions,  it  will  be  observed,  af- 
ford the  landoA^Tier  an  ample  remedy  to  re- 
ceive just  compensation  for  the  land  taken. 

As  already  stated,  in  the  opinion  of  the 
court,  these  sections  of  the  Code,  by  the 
references  to  them  found  in  the  original 
charter  of  1879,  as  well  as  in  the  amenda- 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


756 


Tennessee  Supbeme  Coubt. 


JUI-T. 


tory  act  of  1899,  have  become  an  inte^al 
part  of  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Mem- 
phis. 

It  is  next  insisted  that  the  body  of  the 
act  of  1899  contains  subjects  which  are  not 
embraced  in,  or  germane  to,  its  title.  The 
caption  of  the  act  is:  "An  Act  to  Amend 
an  Act  Entitled  an  Act  to  Establish  Taxing 
Districts  in  This  State,  and  to  Provide  a 
Means  of  Local  Government  for  the  Same, 
being  Chapter  2  of  the  Acts  of  1879  and  the 
Acts  Amendatory  Thereof,  so  as  to  Author- 
ize and  Empower  the  Taxing  Districts  and 
Cities  Organized  under  Said  Act  to  Ac- 
quire, Improve,  and  Maintain  Parks  for 
the  Benefit  of  the  Public.  Acts  1899,  p. 
250,  chap.  142. 

It  is  said,  in  the  first  place,  that  nothing 
is  stated  in  the  title  in  respect  to  acquir- 
ing, improving,  and  maintaining  road- 
ways or  boulevards;  but  the  title  limits  the 
right  to  acquiring,  improving,  and  main- 
taining parks  for  the  benefit  of  the  public. 

It  is  insisted  that  the  body  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  acquisition  or  condemnation 
of  land  for  park  ways  or  boulevards  extend- 
ing through  the  country  merely  for  the 
purpose  of  connecting  two  parks  with  each 
other  is  not  germane  to  the  title. 

This  criticism  upon  the  act  cannot  be 
maintained.  It  would  be  too  narrow  a  con- 
struction of  the  act  to  exclude  from  its 
scope  the  building  of  boulevards  or  drive- 
ways necessary  to  connect  two  parks  situ- 
ated in  remote  parts  of  the  city.  More- 
over, the  legislature  has  not  defined  the 
shape  or  extent  of  the  parks  to  be  laid  out 
under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  but  has  left 
that  matter  exclusively  to  the  taste  and 
discretion  of  the  park  commissioners  and 
the  legislative  council.  These  authorities, 
in  the  exercise  of  their  judgment,  instead 
of  laying  out  one  park  ,within  the  corporate 
limits  of  the  city,  have  provided  for  the 
opening  of  two  parks, — one  situated  north- 
oast  of  the  city,  and  known  as  "Overton 
park,"  and  the  other  located  southwest  of 
the  city,  and  designated  as  "Riverside 
park."  For  the  convenience  of  the  public, 
it  was  necessary  that  these  two  parks 
should  be  connected  by  a  driveway,  which. 
a8  now  designed  by  the  park  commissioners, 
has  become  a  part  of  the  parks  themselves. 
It  is  wholly  immaterial  how  irregular  and 
eccentric  the  shape  of  the  parks  thus  con- 
structed may  appear,  since  that  matter  is 
confided  exclusively  to  the  judgment  of  the 
park  conMnissioners.  Everything  that  per- 
tains to  the  building,  extending,  or  con- 
necting the  parks  autliorized  to  be  built  un- 
der the  provisions  of  the  amendatory  act  of 
1899  is  necessary,  and  by  implication  with- 
in the  general  purview  of  the  act. 

In  Re  New  YorA*,  34  Hun,  444,  the  court 
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said:  "The  park  ways  designated  and  de- 
scribed in  the  act  are  designed  for  avenues 
uniting  four  of  the  parks.  As  they  have 
been  described,  they  are  peculiarly  appro- 
priate for  that  purpose,  and  may  well  be 
regarded  as  i^icidents  to,  or  extensions  of. 
the  areas  of  the  parks  themselves.  l*he  one, 
uniting  what  has  been  designated  as  the 
Van  Cortlandt  and  Bronx  parks,  is  intended 
to  consist  of  about  80  acres  of  land  devoted 
to  a  park  way  600  feet  in  width  and  nearly 
1  mile  in  length.  Another,  similarly  to 
unite  the  Bronx  and  Pelham  parks,  includes 
an  appropriation  of  about  91  acres  of  land, 
exclusive  of  an  existing  boulevard.  The 
width  of  this  park  way  will  be  400  feet,  and 
its  length  about  2^^  miles.  The  third  is  of 
minor  importance,  and  is  designed  to  serve 
as  a  similar  avenue  between  what  is  called 
the  Crotona  and  the  Bronx  parks."  People 
ex  rel,  Beaver  v.  Green,  62  How.  Pr.  440. 

The  court  of  appeals  of  New  Yoiic,  in  Re 
New  York,  99  N.  Y.  676,  2  N.  E.  642,  in 
dealing  with  a  similar  subject,  said  as  fol- 
lows :  "The  title  ...  is,  'An  Act  Lay- 
ing out  Public  Places  and  Parks  and  Park 
Ways  in  the  23rd  and  24th  Wards  of  th« 
City  of  New  \otk  and  in  the  Adjacent  Dis- 
trict of  Westchester  County,  and  Author- 
izing the  Taking  of  Lands  for  the  Same' 
(Laws  of  1884,  chap.  622,  p.  625),  and  is 
claimed  to  violate  5  16,  art.  3,  of  the  Con- 
stitution, requiring  that  a  private  or  local 
bill  shall  embrace  but  one  subject,  which 
shall  be  expressed  in  the  title.  Section  6 
of  the  park  act  authorizes  the  use  of  a 
portion  of  Van  Cortlandt  park  for  the  pur- 
pose of  a  rifie  range  and  military  parade 
ground,  and  §  12  extends  over  the  whole  of 
the  newly  acquired  territory  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  department  of  public  parks, 
which  by  the  city  charter  of  1873  was  made 
the  dominant  authority  for  their  mainten- 
ance and  protection.  It  is  insisted  that  two 
new  and  separate  subjects  were  thus  injected 
into  the  body  of  the  act,  without  hint  or 
reference  in  the  title.  The  criticism  is 
quite  too  rigid  and  narrow.  It  would  lead 
up  to  a  condemnation  which  few  titles  would 
escape,  until  they  became  cumbersome  and 
awkward  digests  of  the  details  of  their  en- 
actments. What  are  here  denominated 
new  subjects  are  fairly  and  reasonably  ele- 
ments and  details  of  the  laying  out  of  new 
parks  and  the  acquisition  of  lands  there- 
for, and  so  embraced  in  the  one  general 
subject  of  the  bill." 

It  is  also  objected  that  the  body  of  the 
act  authorizing  the  creation  of  a  park  com- 
mission and  the  election  of  consmissioners 
presents  another  subject  that  is  not  em- 
braced within  the  title  of  chapter  142,  p. 
250,  Acts  1889. 

This  objection  is  also  untenable,  since  the 
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creation  of  a  park  commiBsion  and  a  board 
of  park  oommissioners  is  clearly  within  the 
purview  •f  an  act  which  authorizes  the 
city  of  Memphis  to  acquire,  improve,  and 
maintain  parks  for  the  benefii;  of  the  pub- 
lic. A  park  commission  is  a  useful  and  al- 
most indispensable  instrumentality  Tor  the 
maintenance  and  supervision  of  a  system 
of  public  parks.  Other  criticisms  of  a 
similar  nature  are  made  on  this  act,  but 
none  are  well  taken,  since,  in  our  opinion, 
they  are  all  settled  by  the  rule  laid  down  in 
Hyman  v.  State,  87  Tenn.  109,  1  L.  R.  A. 
407,  9  S.  W.  372.  The  rule  therein  an- 
nounced is  that  an  amendatory  act  whose 
caption  merely  recites  the  title  of  the  orig- 


inal act,  without  enlarging  its  scope,  is 
institutional  and  valid,  provided  its  pur- 
view is  germane  to  the  title  of  the  original 
act. 

All  of  the  subjects  which  are  claimed  by 
counsel  for  defendant  in  error  to  be  out- 
side of  the  title  of  the  amendatory  act  are 
clearly  within  its  purview,  since  they  all 
relate  to  the  one  subject-matter  embraced 
in  the  title,  viz,,  the  acquisition,  improve- 
ment, and  maintenance  of  parks  for  the 
benefit  of  the  public  It  results  that  the 
judgment  helow  was  erroneous,  and  is  re- 
versed, the  demurrer  overruled,  and  the 
cause  remanded. 
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ATLANTA,  KNOXVILLE,  &  NORTHERN 
RAILWAY  COMPANY. 

*(187  Fed.  489.) 

A  ratlrvAd  engineer  vrho  obeys,  al- 
thoavh  reluctantly,  an  order  to  take 
bin  train  thronarli  a  monntalno^a 
revlon  on  its  re^nlar  trip  at  a  time  of 
heavy  raios,  when  land  slides  are  anticipated, 
assumes  the  risk  of  such  slides,  and  cannot 
bold  the  company  responsible  in  case  his  train 
is  carried  from  the  track  by  a  slide  which 
comes  upon  it  so  suddenly  that  there  is  no 
time  to  escape,  and  the  danger  of  which  was 
not  observed  by  a  track  inspector,  who  had 
passed  the  spot  Just  before  the  train  reached 
there:  since  It  must  be  regarded  as  pure  ac- 
cident. 

(May  11,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  Eastern  District  of 
Tennessee  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  defendant  in  an  action  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  alleged  negligent  killing  of 
plaintiffs  intestate.    Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Argued  before  Severens  and  Richards, 
Circuit  Judges,  and  Cochran,  District  Judge. 

Messrs.  V.  A.  Hnffaker  and  Piokle  Sc 
Tnmer,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

There  was  no  express  contract  of  assump- 
tion of  risks  by  the  intestate  at  any  time. 


NoTB. — For  a  case  in  this  series  holding  that 
the  negligence  of  the  conductor  of  a  freight 
train  in  going  forward  with  the  engine  to  ex- 
amine culverts  after  a  storm  under  the  order 
of  the  road  master  is  a  question  for  tbe  Jury, 
8ec  Terre  Haute  &  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Fowler,  48  L.  R. 
A.  581. 

As  to  servant's  right  of  action  generally  for 
injuries  received  in  obeying  direct  command, 
see  also  Dallemand  v.  Saalfeldt,  48  L.  R.  A.  753, 
and  note;  Finn  v.  Cassidy,  53  L.  R.  A.  877 ;  and 
Illinois  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Marshall,  66  L.  R.  A. 
297. 
«9  L.  R.  A.  • 


The  risks  that  are  assumed  by  the  serv- 
ant, as  an  implied  condition  or  incident  of 
his  contract  of  employment,  are  "ordinary 
risks"  of  the  service.  "Ordinary  risks"  are 
those  obviously  incident  to  the  work. 

Winkler  v.  8t.  Louis  Basket  de  Bow  Co. 
137  Mo.  394,  38  S.  W.  921;  Hannigan  v. 
Lehigh  d  H.  River  R.  Co.  157  N.  Y.  244, 
51  N.  E.  992;  Consolidated  Coal  Co.  t. 
Haenni,  146  111.  614,  35  N.  E.  162;  Doyle 
V.  St.  Paul,  M.  d  M.  R.  Co.  42  Minn.  79, 
43  N.  W.  787 ;  Davis  v.  Baltimore  d  O.  R. 
Co.  162  Pa.  314,  25  Atl.  498;  Texas  d  P. 
R.  Co.  V.  Archibald,  170  U.  S.  666,  42  L. 
ed.  1188,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  777;  Worlds  v. 
Georgia  R.  Co.  99  Ga.  283,  25  8.  E.  646; 
Jenney  Electric  Light  d  P.  Co.  v.  Murphy, 
116  Ind.  566,  18  N.  E.  30;  Choctaw  0.  d  O. 
R.  Co.  V.  McDade,  50  C.  C.  A.  591,  112  Fed. 
891,  Affirmed  in  191  U.  S.  68,  48  L.  ed.  101, 
24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  24. 

Employees  do  not  assume  the  risks  of  the 
negligence  of  the  company. 

Choctaw,  O.  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  McDade,  50  C. 
C.  A.  691,  112  Fed.  89 Ij  191  U.  S.  67,  48 
L.  ed.  100,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  24. 

The  risk  to  which  deceased  was  subjected, 
and  which  caused  his  death,  was  one  trace- 
able directly  and  alone  to  defendant's  neg- 
ligence. 

It  is  the  duty  of  the  employer  to  furnish 
and  maintain  safe  places  for  his  employees 
to  work,  which,  in  the  case  of  railroads, 
means  safe  roadbed  and  track. 

Hugh  V.  Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  100  U.  S.  213, 
26  L.  ed.  612;  Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Daniels 
(Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Snyder),  152  U.  S.  684, 
38  L.  ed.  697,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  766;  Balti- 
more d  0.  R.  Co,  V.  Baugh,  149  U.  S.  368, 
37  L.  ed.  772,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914;  Choc- 
taw, O.  d  O.  R.  Co.  V.  McDade,  191  U.  S. 
67,  48  L.  ed.  100,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  24; 
Northern  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Babeock,  154  U.  S. 
190,  38  L.  ed.  968,  l^.^ug^  ^C£  Rep,  978; 
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Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  O'BHetiy  161  U.  S.  451, 
40  L.  ed.  766,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  618;  TexoM 
d  P.  R.  Co,  V.  Archibald,  170  U.  S.  670,  42 
L.  ed.  1191,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  777. 

The  master's  care  and  diligence  as  re- 
gards safety  of  place  to  work,  etc.,  must  be 
such  as  "the  exigency  reasonably  demands." 

Union  P.  R.  Co,  v.  0*Brien,  161  U.  S.  451, 
40  L.  ed.  766,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  618; 
Hough  V.  Texas  d  P.  R,  Co,  100  U.  S.  213, 
25  L.  ed.  612;  Georgia  P.  R,  Co,  y.  Dooly, 
12  L.  R.  A.  342,  note,  86  Ga,  294,  12  S.  E. 
023. 

The  employee  may  unquestionably  as- 
sume that  the  employer  has  performed  his 
duty,  in  this  regard,  and  proceed  in  the 
service,  relying  upon  such  performance  of 
duty  by  the  employer  without  question  or 
investigation, 

Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Archibald,  170  U.  S. 
665,  42  L.  ed.  1188,  18  Sup.  a.  Rep.  777; 
Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  O'Brien,  161  U.  S.  451, 
40  L.  ed.  766,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  618,  49 
Fed.  538;  James  B.  Clow  d  Sons  v.  Boltz, 
34  C.  C.  A.  550,  92  Fed.  572;  New  York 
y.  H.  d  U.  R.  Co.  V.  O'Leary,  35  C.  C.  A. 
562,  93  Fed.  737 ;  Valley  R.  Co,  v.  Keegan, 
31  C.  C.  A.  255,  58  U.  S.  App.  377,  87  Fed. 
849;  Rockport  Granite  Co,  v.  Bjomholm, 
53  C.  C.  A.  429,  115  Fed.  947. 

This  duty  of  the  master  to  protect  his 
servant  against  injury  by  keeping  him  in  a 
safe  place  to  work,  and  out  of  an  unsafe 
one,  is  a  positive,  active  duty  of  the  mas- 
ter that  he  cannot  delegate  to  anyone,  even 
to  a  fellow  servant,  so  as  to  defeat  his  own 
liability  for  its  breach. 

Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Daniels  {Union  P. 
R.  Co.  V.  Snyder)  152  U.  S.  684,  38  L.  ed. 
597,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  756;  Neeley  v.  South- 
western Cotton  Seed  Oil  Co.  13  Okla.  356, 
64  L.  R.  A.  145,  75  Pac.  537:  Chicago  d 
N.  W.  R.  Co.  V.  Swett,  02  Am.  Dec.  206,  and 
note,  45  III.  197. 

It  is  no  answer  to  his  failure  to  main- 
tain safety  of  place  that  the  master  made 
the  place  safe  originally,  and  has  kept  a 
sufficient  force  to  inspect  and  repair  it, 
where  there  was  failure  to  repair  before  the 
servant  was  sent  into  the  unsafe  place. 

Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Daniels  {Union  P. 
R.  Co.  V.  Snyder),  152  U.  S.  684,  38  L.  ed. 
597,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  756;  Texas  d  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Archibald,  170  U.  S.  665,  42  L.  ed. 
1188,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  777,  Affirmed  and 
Applied  in  Choctaw,  0,  d  G.  R.  Co.  v. 
McDade,  191  U.  S.  67,  48  L.  ed.  100,  24  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  24;  Georgia  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Dooly,  12 
L.  R.  A.  343,  note,  86  Ga.  294,  12  S.  E. 
923;  Union  P.  R,  Co.  v.  Fort,  17  Wall,  553, 
21  L.  ed.  739. 

Tlie  servant  will  be  repelled  on  the 
ground  of  contibutory  negligence,  in  cases 
of  this  character,  only  where  he  has  full 
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knowledge  of  the  existence  of  the  def^M't-*. 
and  full  appreciation  of  their  dangerous 
character,  and  has  recklessly  and  with  such 
knowledge  encountered  the  same. 

Choctaw,  0,  d  G.  R.  Co.  v.  McDade,  191 
U.  S.  68,  48  L.  ed.  100,  24  Sup.  Ct.  Rt'p. 
24;  Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Archibald,  170 
U.  S.  665,  42  L.  ed.  1188,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
777;  Houston  E,  d  W.  T.  R.  Co.  v,  De  Walt. 
96  Tex.  121,  97  Am.  St.  Rep.  893,  70  S. 
W.  531;  Stephens  v.  Hannibal  d  St.  J.  R. 
Co,  96  Mo.  207,  9  Am.  St.  Rep.  336,  9  S. 
W.  589;  Ittner  Brick  Co.  v.  Killian  (Neb.) 
93  N.  W.  951;  Delaware  River  Iron-Ship 
Bldg.  d  E,  Works  v.  Nuttall,  119  Pa.  149. 
13  Atl.  65;  Williams  v.  Clark,  204  Pa.  416, 
54  Atl.  315;  Harrison  v.  Denver  d  R.  G. 
W.  R.  Co.  7  Utah,  523,  27  Pac.  728;  Mc 
hce  V.  Tourtellotte,  167  Mass.  69,  48  L. 
R.  A.  542,  44  N.  E.  1071;  Chicago  d  N.  W. 
K,  Co.  V.  Bayfield,  37  Mich.  205;  Harder 
d  H.  Coal  Min,  Co,  v.  Schmidt,  43  C.  C.  A. 
532,  104  Fed.  282;  Goldthorpe  v.  Clark- 
Nickerson  Lumber  Co.  31  Wash.  467,  71 
Pac.  1091;  English  v.  Chicago,  M,  d  St. 
P.  R.  Co,  24  Fed.  906;  O'Maley  v.  South 
Boston  Gaslight  Co.  158  Mass.  135,  47  I^ 
R.  A.  164,  32  N.  E.  1119;  East  Tennessee, 
y.  d  G.  R.  Co.  V.  Duffield,  12  Lea,  63,  47 
Am.  Dec.  319. 

Messrs.  Smitli,  Hammond,  Sc  Smith 
and  Cpniiokt  Wright,  Sc  Franti  for  de 
fendant  in  error. 

Biohards,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

This  was  a  suit  for  the  wrongful  death 
of  the  plaintiiT's  intestate,  Joseph  Kinzel, 
who  was  a  locomotive  engineer  in  the  em- 
ploy of  the  defendant  company,  and  lost 
his  life  in  the  wreck  of  his  engine,  caused 
by  a  landslide  in  the  mountains  of  Tennes- 
see. The  court  below  twice  directed  a  ver- 
dict for  the  defendant  on  the  ground  that 
Kinzel's  death  was  the  result  of  a  pure 
accident,  for  which  tin*  r-.iihvnv  oopv«-^"v 
was  not  to  blame,  and  the  risk  of  which 
he  had  assumed.  This  action  is  here  for 
review. 

The  material  facts  are  conceded.  Kin- 
zel  had  been  a  locomotive  engineer  for  seven 
years,  and  for  three  years  had  run  a  freight 
train  south  from  Knoxville  through  the 
mountains  into  Georgia.  Two  or  3  miles 
south  of  the  station  of  Wetmore  the  moun- 
tainous region  began,  and  continued  for 
about  22  miles.  For  the  most  of  this  dis- 
tance the  railroad  ran  along  the  side  of  the 
mountains,  at  the  foot  of  which  flows  the 
Hiawassee  river.  The  steepest  part  of  the 
line  began  at  Appalachia,  about  20  miles 
south  of  Wetmore,  and  extended  several 
miles  south  to  Farner,  which  is  near  the 
summit.     Beyond    Farner    is    Bkie    Rid"e, 
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Georgia.  Naturally  the  portion  of  the  line 
most  liable  to  landslides  was  that  between 
Appalaehia  and  Farner.  The  portion  be- 
tween Wetmore  and  Appalaehia  was  re- 
garded as  comparatively  safe.  The  accident 
occurred  about  6  or  7  miles  south  of  Wet- 
more,  about  11  o'clock  on  the  night  of  Feb- 
ruary 27,  1902.  That  day  Kinzel  was  en- 
gaged as  usual,  in  running  freight  train 
No.  13  from  Knoxville  to  Blue  Ridge.  He 
left  Knoxville  at  12:30  P.  M.,  and  arrived 
at  Wetmore  at  5 :  30  p.  m.,  about  two  hours 
late.  He  was  drawing  a  train  of  twelve 
cars,  loaded  with  coal  and  coke.  It  had 
been  raining  for  two  or  three  days,  and  slides 
and  washouts  were  anticipated  in  the  moun- 
tains. Because  of  this,  trains  Nos.  11,  12, 
and  14,  of  that  date,  between  Blue  Ridge  and 
Knoxville,  were  annuled.  This  left  but  one 
train  going  north  (No.  2,  a  passenger  train) 
and  one  train  (No.  13,  Kinzel's  freight) 
running  south.  The  passenger  train,  No.  2, 
was  delayed  by  small  slides  in  the  moun- 
tains, and  did  not  reach  Wetmore  until  after 
9  o'clock.  In  the  meantime  Kinzel,  acting 
under  a  special  order,  went  back  to  Grady 
with  his  engine,  and  brought  four  camp 
cars,  with  track  tools  and  men,  to  Wet- 
more, for  the  purpose  of  taking  them  along 
with  his  train  up  into  the  mountains  to 
repair  the  track  next  day.  Passenger  train 
No.  2,  when  it  arrived  at  Wetmore,  reported 
that  it  had  struck  several  small  slides,  that 
a  large  one  fell  in  behind  it,  and  that  it  did 
not  think  No.  13  could  get  through  that 
night.  Before  the  arrival  of  No.  2  at  Wet- 
more, Kinzel  asked  the  operator  to  tell  the 
train  despatcher  that  he  did  not  want  to  go 
through  that  night,  because  it  was  not  safe, 
and  that  he  could  not  go  through  anyhow. 
The  reply  came  back  that  he  would  have  to 
proceed  with  his  train,  and  cautioned  him 
to  run  slowly  and  carefully,  and  look  out 
for  slides.  About  9:30  he  pulled  out  south, 
having  cut  off  two  of  his  loaded  cars,  and 
attached  the  four  camp  cars  which  were 
needed  for  the  next  day's  work  in  the  moun- 
tains. The  primary  object  of  sending  Kin- 
zel's train  from  Wetmore  south  that  night 
was  to  get  the  extra  track  gang  from  Grady 
to  the  mountain  line,  in  order  to  open  the 
road  for  the  next  day's  business.  The 
secondary  purpose  was  to  advance  the 
freight  as  far  as  Appalaehia.  There  was  no 
idea  of  any  serious  trouble  between  Wet- 
more and  Appalaehia.  The  trouble  was 
usually  between  Appalaehia  and  Farner. 
Kinzel  proceeded  south,  observing  the  cau- 
tion to  run  slowly.  The  track  was  being 
patrolled  by  an  extra  gang  of  track  walkers. 
About  6  or  7  miles  south  of  Wetmore, 
where  the  road  ran  along  the  foot  of  the 
mountain  about  20  feet  above  the  river,  and 
when  Kinzel  was  in  sight  of  the  light  of 
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the  section  foreman,  who  had  a  few  minutes 
before  passed  along  where  he  was  then  run- 
ning, suddenly  and  without  warning  a  slide 
occurred  under  or  directly  in  front  of  the 
engine,  whicH  carried  the  track  and  engine 
down  into  the  river.  The  section  foreiiuiii 
was  within  300  or  400  yards  of  the  engine, 
watching  it,  when  the  slide  carried  it  down. 
Kinzel,  though  terribly  hurt,  was  still  alive 
when  taken  out  of  the  wreck.  He  told  the 
foreman  that  he  saw  his  light,  and  thought 
everything  was  all  right,  but  the  slide  came 
in  on  him,  giving  him  no  chance  to  avoid  it. 

There  was  no  testimony  tending  to  show 
that  the  defendant  was  to  blame  for  the 
slide  which  caused  the  accident.  There  was 
in  Union  P.  R.  Co,  v.  O'Brien,  161  U,  S.  451, 
40  L.  ed.  766,  16  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  618.  For 
aught  that  appeared,  the  roadbed  was  prop- 
erly constructed,  and  the  track  that  night 
was  exceptionally  well  patrolled.  It  was 
not  in  Fisher  v.  Oregon  Short  Line  d  U.  N. 
R,  Co.  22  Or.  533,  16  L.  R.  A.  519,  30  Pac. 
425.  The  section  foreman  passed  along  on 
his  round  of  inspection  but  a  few  minutes 
before  the  slide  took  place,  and  there  was 
nothing  to  indicate  trouble  ahead.  The 
track  and  its  surroundings  appeared  to  be 
all  right. 

The  plaintiff's  case  therefore  rests  solely 
on  the  claim  that  the  defendant  was  at 
fault  in  sending  Kinzel  into  the  mountains 
that  night.  It  is  insisted  he  was  ordered 
into  a  place  of  unusual  danger,  despite  his 
protest  and  against  his  will,  and  was  thus 
exposed  to  perils  known  to  the  company, 
but  of  which  he  was  ignorant,  with  the  re- 
sult described.  In  other  words,  it  is  in- 
sisted he  was  the  victim  of  a  negligent  or- 
der which  subjected  him  to  risks  outside  his 
regular  employment.  If  this  claim  found 
support  in  the  testimony,  there  might  have 
been  a  case  for  the  jury.  But  there  was  no 
order  given  him,  in  the  sense  claimed.  Kin- 
zel was  not  engaged  in  extraordinary  work 
under  a  special  order.  He  was  on  his  regu- 
lar run.  It  is  true,  he  was  being  exposed  to 
an  additional  risk  by  reason  of  the  weather. 
A  railroad  in  a  mountainous  region  is  lia- 
ble to  slides  and  washouts  in  rainy  weather. 
This  is  a  matter  of  common  knowledge. 
Kinzel  knew  this  when  he  took  the  job. 
And  of  course  he  assumed  the  risk.  It  w^as 
one  of  the  risks  of  his  employment.  Union 
P.  R,  Co.  V.  O'BHen,  161  U.  S.  451,  456,  40 
L.  ed.  766,  770,  16  Sup.  a.  Rep.  618,  1  C. 
C.  A.  354,  4  U.  S.  App.  221,  49  Fed.  538. 
Rains  will  come  in  mountains  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  but  trains  must  be  run,  and  roads 
kept  open  for  traffic,  notwithstanding  the 
incrensed  risk  to  operatives. 

Moreover,  the  record  contains  plenty  of 
proof  that  Kinzel  was  advised  on  the  day 
of  the  accident  of  the  increased  risk  of  tlio 
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situation.  He  reached  Wetmore  two  hours 
late.  He  was  ordered  to  wait  there  for  the 
passenger  train  coming  north,  which  did  not 
arrive  until  9  o'clock.  In  the  meantime  he 
was  sent  to  Grady  for  the  extra  track  gang. 
This  advised  him  there  was  trouble  in  the 
moiintains.  Because  he  anticipated  trouble 
ahead — feared  there  might  be  slides  on  the 
track — !he  asked  to  be  allowed  to  stay  at 
Wetmore  overnight.  The  exigencies  of  the 
situation  would  not  permit  the  granting  of 
the  request.  It  was  necessary  to  get  the 
extra  gang  through  to  Appalachia  that 
night,  so  as  to  put  the  track  between  there 
and  Famer  in  condition  for  the  next  day's 
business.  So  he  was  told  to  proceed,  but  to 
run  slowly  and  carefully  and  look  out  for 
slides.  This  again  was  notice  and  warning 
that  there  was  danger  of  slides  ahead.  It 
is  to  be  observed,  however,  that  the  order 
was  not  a  special  one.  It  did  not  require 
exceptional  work, — work  outside  his  line  of 
duty.  It  only  required  him  to  do  the  w^ork 
he  had  undertaken  to  do  when  he  accepted 
the  job.  When  he  pulled  out  of  Wetmore 
that  night,  although  he  did  so  reluctantly, 
he  nevertheless  assumed  the  risk.  He  did 
only  what  every  engineer  must  do  under 
like  circumstances.  1  Labatt,  Mast.  &,  S. 
S  438,  and  cases  cited;  Linch  v.  Sagamore 
Mfg.  Co.  143  Mass.  206,  210,  9  N.  E.  728; 
Toomey  v.  Eureka  Iron  d  Steel  Works,  89 
Mich.  249,  60  N.  W.  850;  Chesapeake  d 
O.  R.  Co.  V.  Hennessey,  38  C.  C.  A.  307,  and 
note,  p.  314,  96  Fed.  713. 

Kinzel's  reluctance  to  go  on  that  night 
was  due  to.  the  fact  that  he  feared  that  in 
the  darkness  he  might  run  into  obstruc- 
tions.   The  declaration  averred  there  were 


obstructions  known  to  the  company,  of 
which  he  was  not  advised,  that  caused  the 
accident.  If  the  proof  had  in  any  degree 
supported  this  averment, — if  it  had  tended 
to  show  that  there  were  dangerous  obstruc- 
tions on  the  track  which  were  known  to  the 
company,  and  that,  in  spite  of  his  protest 
the  company  had  ordered  him  on  without 
advising  him  of  their  presence,  and  without 
taking  proper  steps  to  protect  him  against 
them, — another  case  would  be  presented. 
But  the  accident  was  not  due  to  an  obstruc- 
tion into  which  Kinzel  ran  because  of  the 
darkness.  Every  reasonable  precaution  was 
taken  by  the  company  to  protect  him 
against  obstructions.  He  was  warned  to 
run  slowly  and  look  out  for  slides,  and  the 
track  was  carefully  patrolled.  Everything 
was  done  that  could  be  done.  The  slide 
which  caused  the  accident  was  not  known  to 
the  company  when  it  directed  Kinzel  to  pro- 
ceed south.  It  had  not  then  occurred,  and 
could  not  have  been  anticipated.  The  track 
WB,B  clear  when  Kinzel  reached  the  place  of 
the  accident,  and  the  light  of  the  trackman 
who  had  preceded  him  but  a  few  minutes 
was  in  sight.  The  slide  came  on  so  sudden- 
ly that  Kinzel  could  not  avoid  it.  He  did 
not  run  into  the  slide  because  of  the  dark- 
ness, but  the  slide  virtually  ran  into  him. 
In  an  instant  the  track  was  swept  from  un- 
der him.  The  result  would  have  been  the 
same  if,  under  similar  circumstances,  the 
slide  had  occurred  during  the  daytime. 
We  agree  with  the  court  below  that  it  was 
a  case  of  pure  accident,  for  which  the  com- 
pany cannot  be  held  liable. 
The  judgment  is  affirmed. 


TENNESSEE  SUPREME  C50URT. 


W.  D.  BRANNON 

V. 

Elizabeth  CURTIS. 
(98  Tenn.  163.) 

1.  Tlie  rental  Talue  of  tlie  premisea 
durlnflr  the  pos»e«slon  of  the  -vendee 
rnvflt  be  deducted  from  his  recovery  for 
breach  of  a  coTeDant  of  selain,  which  is  made 
by  an  outstanding  contingent  remainder, 
where  hia  deed  pnvp.  him  at  least  a  life 
estate,  and  the  life  tenancy  has  continued 
so  an  to  preclude  the  remainder-men  from 
demanding  rents  for  any  part  of  the  time. 

2.  Rcfltoration  of  possession  Is  an  in- 
dispensable Innrredient  of  a  decree 
in  equity  In  favor  of  a  vendee  for  breach  of  a 

Note. — See  the  following  case  of  Gerbert  v. 
Sons  of  Abraham,  and  note. 
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covenant  of  seisin  made  by  an  outstanding 
contingent  remainder,  where  his  deed  gave 
him  at  least  a  life  estate,  and  he  has  had  the 
benefit  of  possession. 
8.  A  recovery  for  improTements  to 
the  extent  that  they  may  have  per- 
manently enhanced  the  rental  or 
nsable  valne  of  the  life  estate  may  be 
allowed  to  the  vendee,  with  his  parchase 
money,  interest  thereon,  and  taxes  paid,  on 
breach  of  a  covenant  of  seisin  made  by  an 
outstanding  contingent  remainder,  when  his 
recovery  in  equity  Is  conditioned  on  his 
restoration  of  possession  to  the  vendor,  and 
his  accounting  for  his  use  of  the  premises. 


(February  6,  1897.) 
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County  which  set  aside,  under  a  bill  of  re- 
view, a  decree  which  had  been  passed  for 
the  rescission  of  a  contract  to  purchase  real 
estate;  the  plaintiff  appealing  from  so 
much  of  the  decree  as  denied  him  a  recovery 
for  improvements,  and  defendant  appealing 
from  so  much  as  refused  to  compel  plaintiff 
to  restore  what  he  had  received  under  the 
contract.     Modified. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

J/r.  Jolui  B.  Daaiel,  for  plaintiff,  Bran- 
non: 

The  very  fact  that  Brannon  came  into 
court  and  asked  and  obtained  a  rescission 
was  in  law  a  restoration,  and  had  that  ef- 
fect. 

Kinoaid  v.  Brtttoin,  5  Sneed,  124,  Rawle, 
Covenants  for  Title,  pp.  100-105;  Park  v. 
Cheek,  4  Coldw.  28;  Recohs  v.  Younglove,  8 
Baxt.  387. 

Where  suit' is  brought  upon  breach  of  any 
of  the  covenants  and  judgment  obtained, 
and  that  judgment  satisfied,  it  will  have 
the  effect  to  preclude  the  vendee  from  assert- 
ing any  rights  to  the  property  conveyed  to 
him  out  of  the  conveyance  to  which  the  ac- 
tion arose. 

2  Sutherland,  Damages,  265;  Tucker  v. 
Clarke,  2  Sandf.  Ch.  96;  Noonan  v.  Ilsley, 
21  Wis.  146;  Porter  v.  Hill,  9  Mass.  36, 
6  Amu  Dec.  22;  StUison  v.  Sumner,  9  Mass. 
150,  6  Am.  Dec.  49;  Blanchard  v.  Ellis,  1 
Gray,  202,  61  Ahl  Dec.  417;  Parker  t, 
Broum,  15  N.  H.  188. 

The  covenant  of  seisin  is  broken  as  soon 
as  made,  if  in  fact  the  vendor  did  not  have 
a  good  title. 

Kincaid  v.  Briitain,  6  Sneed,  120;  Park 
v.  Cheek,  4  Coldw.  20. 

Ordinarily  the  measure  of  damages  is  the 
purchase  money  and  interest.  The  courts 
modify  the  rule  to  suit  the  facts  of  any 
particular  case,  to  the  end  that  the  equity 
of  the  case  may  be  met.  The  general  state- 
ment of  the  rule  has  not  any  reference  to  im- 
provements which  the  vendee  placed  upon 
the  property  to  the  extent  that  such  improve- 
ments have  permanently  enhanced  the  value 
of  the  property. 

2  Sutherland,  Damages,  285;  Morrison  v. 
Vnderwood,  20  N.  H.  369;  Hartford  d  8. 
Ore  Co.  V.  Miller,  41  Conn.  112,  Kawle^ 
Covenants  for  Title,  236;  Stoats  v.  Ten- 
Eyck,  3  Caines,  111,  2  Am.  Dec.  254. 

In  this  case  the  damage  incurred  is  the 
direct  result  of  a  breach  of  the  contract,  and 
a  result  which  must  have  been  contemplated 
by  tne  party  entering  into  the  covenant. 

Mayne,  Damages,  2d  ed.  147;  Dart,  Ven- 
dors, 4th  ed.  726. 

The  decree  is  as  absolutely  binding  and 
conclusive   on   Mrs.    Curtis   as   if   she   had 
been  personally  served  with  the  process,  and 
had  defended. 
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Under  no  circumstances  can  any  defense 
be  made  after  twelve  months,  when  attach- 
ment has  been  properly  issued  and  levied. 

MuUoy  V.  White,  3  Tenn.  Gh.  9;  Clay- 
brook  V.  Wade,  7  Coldw.  562;  Bledsoe  v. 
Wright,  2  Baxt.  471. 

Mr.  A.  S*  Goljar  for  defendant. 

Caldwell,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  a  bill  of  review.  In  the  year  1885 
the  complainant,  Mrs.  Elizabeth  Curtis,  sold 
and  conveyed  to  the  defendant,  W.  D. 
Brannon,  a  small  building  lot  in  the  city  of 
Nashville  at  the  price  of  $900.  The  deed 
executed  contained  a  covenant  of  seisin  in 
fee,  and  the  vendee  went  into  actual  posses- 
sion. He  improved  the  lot,  and  is  still  in 
possession.  In  a  litigation  between  other 
parties  about  a  tract  of  land  including  this 
lot,  the  court,  at  its  December  term,  1892, 
in  construing  a  certain  device,  adjudged 
that  one  Overton,  whose  deed  constituted  a 
link  in  the  title  of  Mrs.  Curtis  to  this  lot, 
did  not  in  fact  own  the  fee,  but  that  his 
ownership  was  subject  to  a  contingent  re- 
mainder in  favor  of  any  child  or  children  he 
might  leave  surviving  at  his  death.  On 
account  of  that  adjudication,  and  the  conse- 
quent impairment  of  his  title,  Brannon 
thereafter,  while  still  in  possession  of  the 
lot,  and  before  the  falling  in  of  the  life  es- 
tate, filed  his  bill  against  Mrs.  Curtis  in  the 
chancery  court  of  Davidson  county,  alleging 
her  nonresidence,  and  the  breach  of  her 
covenant  of  seisin,  and  seeking  a  recovery 
against  her  for  the  $900  paid  for  the  lot, 
with  interest,  for  $560  for  improvements  by 
him  placed  upon  the  land,  and  for  $60 
taxes  paid  thereon.  The  bill  was  taken  for 
confessed  against  Mrs.  Curtis,  and  there- 
after a  final  decree  was  rendered  against 
her.  This  decree  allowed  Brannon  a  full 
recovery  for  all  he  claimed,  and  directed  a 
sale  of  the  property  attached,  without  re- 
quiring him  to  surrender  possession,  or  to 
account  for  mesne  profits.  In  January 
1896,  after  the  sale  of  the  property  attached, 
and  before  confirmation,  Mr^.  Curtis  filed 
the  present  bill  to  review  the  final  decree 
against  her,  under  Brannon's  bill,  for  errors 
of  law  alleged  to  be  apparent  upon  its  face» 
and  for  newly  discovered  evidence.  Bran- 
non's  demurrer  to  this  bill  was  overruled 
by  the  chancellor,  who  adjudged  that  the  de- 
cree impeached  was  erroneous  in  law  upon 
its  face  in  three  particulars:  First,  be- 
cause it  allowed  the  vendee  a  full  recovery 
of  purchase  money  and  interest  thereon, 
without  abatement  for  rents  and  profits ; 
secondly,  because  it  allowed  such  recovery 
without  restoring  the  possession  to  the 
vendor;  and,  thirdly,  because  it  allowed  * 
recovery  for  improvements  without  proper 
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cause  shown.  And  thereupon  the  chancellor 
further  adjudged  that  the  said  decree  be 
reviewed,  reversed,  and  set  aside,  for  the 
reasons  stated,  and  that  a  reference  be  had  to 
ascertain  the  value  of  the  rents  and  profits 
of  the  lot  since  the  vendee  went  into  posses- 
sion.  The  court  of  chancery  appeals  affirmed 
the  decree  under  the  bill  of  review  in  so 
far  as  it  denied  Brannon  a  recovery  for  im- 
provements, but  reversed  it,  and  restored 
the  decree  under  the  original  bill,  in  other 
respects.  Both  parties  have  appealed,  and  in 
this  court  complain  of  such  parts  of  the 
decree  of  the  court  of  chancery  appeals  as 
are  adverse   to  them,    respectively. 

1.  A  covenant  of  seisin  is  an  assurance  to 
the  vendee  that  the  vendor  has  the  very  es- 
tate, in  quantity  and  quality,  which  he  pur- 
ports to  convey.  It  is  a  personal  covenant 
in  prceaenti,  and,  if  not  true,  is  breached 
the  instant  it  is  made,  and  an  immediate 
right  of  action  accrues  to  the  vendee  for  its 
breach,  without  and  before  eviction.  These 
well-settled  propositions  are  announced  in 
the  following  cases, — partly  in  some  and 
partly  in  others, — and  as  many  more  cases 
to  the  same  effect  could  readily  be  cited: 
Kincaid  v.  Brittain,  5  Sneed,  119;  Recohs 
V.  Younglove,  8  Baxt.  387;  Park  v.  Cheeky 
4  Coldw.  26;  Robinson  v.  Coulter,  90  Tenn. 
707,  25  Am.  St.  Rep.  708,  18  S.  W.  250: 
Raird  v.  Goodrich,  5  Heiak.  23;  Pollard  v. 
Dwighty  4  Crancli,  421,  2  L.  ed.  666;  Le  Roy 
V.  Beard,  8  How.  451,  12  L.  ed.  1151;  Peters 
V.  Boxcman,  98  U.  S.  58,  25  L.  ed.  91 ;  Logan 
V.  Moulder,  1  Ark.  313,  33  Am.  Dec.  338; 
Baker  v.  Hunt,  40  111.  264,  89  Am.  Dec. 
346;  Clement  v.  Rank  of  Rutland  (Clement 
V.  National  Bank)  61  Vt.  298,  4  L.  R.  A. 
425,  17  Atl.  717;  Gilbert  v.  Bulklexj,  5  Conn. 
262,  13  Am.  Dec.  57;  Dale  v.  Shiveltf,  8  Kan. 
276;  Real  v.  HolliMer,  20  Neb.  112,  29  N. 
W.  189;  Murphy  v.  Price,  48  Mo.  247;  Bick- 
ford  V.  Page,  2  Mass.  455;  Wilson  v.  Coch- 
ran, 46  Pa.  229;  Abbott  v.  Allen,  14  Johns. 
252;  Fitzhugh  v.  Croghan,  2  J.  J.  Marsh, 
429,  19  Am.  Dec.  139;  Price  v.  Oral,  90  X 
C.  290;  Brandt  v.  Foster,  5  Iowa,  287; 
Morse  v.  Gamer,  47  Am.  Dec.  570,  and  note 
(1  Strobh.  L.  514);  Backus  v.  McCoy,  3 
Ohio,  211,  17  Am.  Dec.  585;  Lairrence  v. 
Montgomery,  37  Cal.  183.  See  also  2  SuUi 
erland,  Damages,  2d  ed.  §  592;  Rawle,  Cove- 
nants for  Title,  5th  ed.  §  58;  4  Kent,  Com. 
•471;  2  Devlin,  Deeds,  §  942. 

2.  If  the  breach  be  total,  or  such  that 
the  vendee  may  so  treat  it,  the  measure  of 
damages  is,  ordinarily,  the  amount  of  con- 
sideration paid,  with  interest  therecm.  Kiti- 
raid  v.  Bri ttain,^  Sneed,  119;  Parkx.i 'h eek . 
4  Coldw.  27 ;  Recohs  v.  Younglove,  8  Baxt. 
387;  Logan  v.  Moulder,  1  Ark.  313,  33  Am. 
Dec.  344;  Bibb  V.  Freunan,  59  Ala.  612; 
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Backus  V.  McCoy,  3  Ohio,  211,  IJ  Am.  Dec. 
585;  Hemdon  v.  Harrisson,  34  Miss.  486, 
69  Am.  Dec.  399;  Swafford  v.  Whipple,  3 
G.  Greene,  261,  54  Am.  Dec.  498;  Gilbert  \\ 
Bulklcy,  5  Conn.  262,  13  Am.  Dec.  57 ;  MrcK- 
lem  V.  Blake,  99  Am.  Dec.  73,  note  (22  Wis. 
495);  4  Kent,  Com.  *475;  2  Sutherland. 
Damages,  §  593 ;  Rawle,  Covenants  for  Title. 
§  158;  3  Sedgw.  Damages,  8th  ed.  §  966;  2 
Devlin,  Deeds,  §  894. 

3.  The  recovery  of  the  consideration  and 
interest  is  subject,  however,  to  abatement 
for  rents  during  the  vendee's  possession, 
when  it  appears  that  he  cannot  be  made  lia- 
ble therefor  to  the  owner  of  the  para- 
mount title.  A  vendee,  having  enjoyed 
the  advantages  of  possession  at  the  expense 
of  his  vendor,  is  bound,  especially  in  a 
court  of  equity,  to  account  for  those  advan- 
tages when  he  demi^nds  repayment  of  the 
purchase  money  with  interest.  He  cannot, 
in  such  a  case,  hold  benefits,  and  at  the  same 
time  recover  as  if  he  had  not  received  them. 
Some  of  the  authorities  treat  liability  for 
rents  as  the  reason  for  allowing  interest 
on  the  consideration  paid.  Kent  says: 
"The  interest  is  to  countervail  the  claim 
for  mesne  profits,  to  which  the  grantee  is 
liable."  4  Kent,  Com.  *475.  Sutherland 
says :  "Possession  without  title  may  com  pen- 
Hate  for  the  interest  on  the  purchase  money, 
if  there  be  no  liability,  which  will  be  enforced 
to  the  real  owner."  2  Sutherland,  Damages, 
§  598.  In  Flitit  v.  Steadman  it  was  ruled 
that  the  vendee,  who  had  been  in  possession 
in  such  manner  as  not  to  be  accountable  for 
the  use  of  the  premises,  could  recover  only 
the  purchase  money  without  interest.  36 
Vt.  210.  We  see  no  good  reason  for  limit- 
ing the  vendee's  liability  for  rents  to  the 
interest  on  the  purchase  money  if  they  have 
in  fact  been  of  greater  value.  He  should 
account  for  all  the  benefits  he  has  derived 
from  the  possession,  and,  if  not  responsible 
therefor  to  some  other  person,  his  vendor 
should  have  an  abatement  to  that  extent. 
"The  whole  consideration  money  and  inti^r- 
est  cannot  be  the  criterion  of  damages,  ex- 
cept in  those  cases  where  the  purchaser  de- 
rives no  benefit  from  the  conveyance."  2 
Sutherland,  Damages,  §  597.  "But  if 
some  title  passes,  though  so  far  short  of 
that  covenanted  for  that  the  grantee  is 
clearly  not  bound  to  retain  it  for  a  propor- 
tional part  of  the  purchase  money,  on  ten- 
dering a  reconveyance  and  surrendering  »«»•*- 
session  recovery  may  be  had  of  the  entire 
consideration [ money  1  and  interest,  togethei 
with  taxes  paid,  less  the  value  of  rents  re- 
ceived." Id.  §  599.  This  last  proposition 
is  based  upon  the  decision  in  Frazer  v, 
Peoria  County,  74  111.  282,  which  goe-^  fur 
ther  than  the    text,    and    holds   that  tht 
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^^rantee  must  answer  not  only  for  "rents 
received,"  but  also  for  those  that  "could 
have  been  received  from  the  property."  Id. 
292.  It  is  said  in  another  case  that,  if  the 
vendee  takes  any  benefit,  directly,  or  indi- 
i*ptly.  from  the  d<'od.  he  niust.be  charged 
with  that  benefit  in  the  assessment  of  his 
damages.  Hartford  tfe  *?.  Ore  Co.  v.  Miller, 
41  Conn.  113.  This  court,  in  Park  v.  Cheek, 
"which  was  an  action  at  law  for  a  breach  of 
a  covenant  of  seisin,  said:  "The  defendant 
will  have  the  right,  where  the  plaintiff 
seeks  ...  to  recover  the  purchase 
money  and  interest,  to  set  off  the  rents  and 
-profits  of  the  land,  and  such  damages  as  may 
bo  sustained  by  reason  of  the  plaintiff  re- 
moving and  appropriating  any  permanent 
improvements  the  defendant  may  have  erect- 
■ed  on  the  premises."     4  Coldw.  28. 

4.  Having  been  in  rightful  possession  un- 
der a  deed  passing  a  good  and  perfect  title 
to  at  least  a  life  estate  in  the  land  con- 
veyed, and  the  life  tenant  being  still  alive, 
so  as  to  preclude  the  remainder-men  from 
demanding  rents  for  any  part  of  the  time, 
the  vendee  in  the  present  case  was  liable  to 
his  vendor  for  the  rental  value  of  the  prem- 
ises from  the  inception  of  his  possession  to 
the  date  of  the  decree,  and  it  was  an  error 
of  law  not  to  reduce  the  vendee's  recovery 
to  that  extent. 

5.  The  original  decree  was  further  erro- 
neous in  that  it  allowed  the  vendee  a  full 
recovery  for  the  breach  of  the  covenant  of 
seisin  as  in  case  of  a  total  failure  in  title, 
or  of  rescission  without  at  the  same  time 
requiring  him  to  surrender  possession  of  the 
land.  It  may  be  true,  as  suggested  by  some 
of  the  authorites,  that  such  a  recovery  will, 
by  operation  of  law,  revest  the  vendor  with 
such  title  as  he  had  originally  {Kincaid  v. 
JBrittain,  5  Sneed,  124;  Robinson  v.  Coulter^ 
no  Tenn.  7()J),  25  Am.  St.  Kop.  70S.  18  S.  W. 
250;  Recohs  v.  Younglove,  8  Baxt.  388; 
Rawle,  Covenants  for  Title,  §  184),  and  it 
may  likewise  be  true,  as  suggested  by  the 
learned  court  of  chancery  appeals  and  by 
the  same  authorities,  that  such  a  recovery 
even  at  law,  would  authorize  an  action  by 
the  vendor  to  regain  possession;  but  that 
is  not  enough  in  a  court  of  equity.  In  that 
forum  the  vendee  will  not  be  allowed  a  full 
recovery,  except  upon  the  surrender  of  pos- 
session. Restoration  of  such  possession  as 
the  vendee  has  is  an  indispensable  ingre- 
dient of  the  decree.  It  is  one  of  the  things 
essential  to  the  right  of  full  recovery,  and 
without  it  the  conscience  of  the  court  is  not 
moved  in  his  favor.  In  all  matters  of  re- 
scission, and  in  all  relief  akin  to  rescission, 
a  court  of  equity  will  invariably  put  the 
parties  as  nearly  in  statu  quo  as  possible. 
Hill  V.  Harriman,  95  Tenn.  305,  32  S.  W. 
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202;  Conner  v.  Henderson,  15  Mass.  319,  8 
Am.  Dec.  103;  Adam.s,  Eq.  191;  2  Kent, 
Com.  •  •  475,  476,  480;  Blackburn  v. 
Smith,  2  Exch.  783;  2  Warvelle,  Vendors,  S 
29;  Shively  v.  Semi-Tropic  Land  &  W.  Co. 
90  Cal.  259,  33  Pac.  848;  Farmers'  Bank  v. 
Groves,  12  How.  51,  13  L.  ed.  889;  Oay  v. 
Alter,  102  U.  S.  79,  26  L.  ed.  48;  Brown  v. 
Witter,  10  Ohio,  142;  Coffee  v.  Ruffin,  4 
Coldw.  516;  Pharr  v.  Bachelor,  3  Ala.  245; 
21  Am.  &  Eng.  EJnc.  Law,  pp.  84-87,  and  cita- 
tions ;  Coolidge  v.  Brigham,  1  Met.  547 ; 
Kansas  City  Land  Co.  v.  Hill,  87  Tenn.  589, 
5  L.  R.  A.  45,  11  S.  W.  797 ;  Johnson  v.  Jack- 
son, 27  Miss.  498,  61  Am.  Dec.  522;  Lake 
Shore  d  M.  S.  R.  Co.  v.  Richards,  30  L.  R. 
A.  33,  and  notes,  44,  45  ( 152  111.  59,  38  N. 
E.  773). 

Never,  when  adequate  relief  can  be  grant- 
ed to  both  parties,  will  it  be  given  to  one 
and  withheld  from  the  other.  Had  Brannon 
sued  at  law,  the  measure  of  damages  would 
have  been  the  difference  between  the  value 
of  the  life  estate  acquired  and  the  fee  con- 
tracted for.  Recohs  v.  Tounglove,  8  Baxt. 
385;  2  Devlin,  Deeds,  §  901.  It  is  only  in 
a  court  of  equity,  and  upon  the  ground  of 
rescission,  that  he  can  have  the  larger  recov- 
ery. Being  in  that  forum,  and  seeking  re- 
lief upon  that  ground,  he  must,  by  the  same 
decree,  surrender  the  possession,  and  account 
for  mesne  profits  as  well.  Asking  equity, 
he  must  do  equity.  It  has  been  said,  and 
upon  good  reason,  that  a  vendee  in  like  sit- 
uation with  Brannon  should  reconvey  or 
tender  a  reconveyance  before  asking  a  re- 
covery for  the  breach  of  a  covenant  of  seisin. 
Frazer  v.  Peoria  County,  74  111.  291;  2 
Sutherland,  Damages,  §  599.  Rawle  re- 
marks that  "it  would,  perhaps,  be  a  matter 
of  prudence  for  the  purchaser  to  offer  such 
a  reconveyance  before  or  at  the  time  of  the 
trial,  although  it  w^ould  be  no  bar  to  his  ac- 
tion that  he  had  not  done  so."  Rawle,  Cov- 
enants for  Title,  §  185.  In  Mecklem  v. 
Blake  the  court  ruled  that  a  gfrantee  de- 
siring to  rescind  and  recover  purchase 
money  and  interest  must  tender  a  recon- 
veyance, and  offer  to  restore  possession.  22 
Wis.  495,  99  Am.  Dec.  68. 

6.  At  an  early  period  in  American  juris- 
prudence it  was  decided  that  a  vendee  suing 
for  a  total  breach  of  the  covenant  of  seisin 
could  not  augment  his  recovery  by  showing 
a  rise  in  value,  whether  the  enhancement 
arose  from  extrinsic  causes,  as  in  Staats  v. 
Ten  Eyck,  3  Caines,  11  If,  2  Am.  Dec,  254, 
or  from  improvements  placed  upon  the  land 
by  him,  as  in  Bender  v.  Fromberger,  4  Dall. 
442,  1  L.  ed.  901,  and  Pitcher  v.  Livingston, 
4  Johns.  1,  4  Am.  Dec.  229;  and  such  is  the 
general  rule  prevailing  at  this  day.     4  Kent, 

Com.  *475;   Rawle,  Covenai^for- Title,  § 
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158;  3  Sedgw.  Damages,  §§  058,  961;  2, 
Sutherland,  Damages,  §  593 ;  2  Devlin,  Deeds, 
S  894;  and  cases  cited  by  the  text  writers, 
and  in  note  to  Mecklem  v.  Blake,  99  Am. 
Dec.  73.  Perhaps  the  most  important  reason 
underlying  this  rule  is  the  fact  that  the  vend- 
or ordinarily  receives  no  benefit  whatever 
from  the  enJianeed  value  of  the  land.  He 
does  not,  in  the  usual  case,  actually  regain 
the  land,  but  it  goes  to  the  owner  of  the  par- 
amount title,  with  all  its  enhancement. 

7.  But  the  present  case  is  not  the  usual 
one,  and  the  reason  for  the  rule  is  not  en- 
tirely applicable.  It  applies  as  to  the  re- 
mainder estate,  but  not  as  to  the  life  estate. 
There  is  no  paramount  ownership  of  the  life 
estate.  The  vendor  is  actually  restored  to 
the  possession  of  the  property  in  its  improved 
condition,  and  is,  undoubtedly,  entitled  to 
its  free  use  and  enjoyment  so  long  as  the 
life  tenant  shall  survive.    Moreover,  in  the 


account  for  rents  she  will  have  advantage 
of  the  improvements,  since  the  amount  of 
her  credit  for  mesne  profits  will  be  deter- 
mined from  the  annual  rental  or  usable 
value  of  the  land  with  the  improvements 
upon  it.  Such  equitable  circumstances  im- 
pel a  court  of  conscience  to  grant  the  vendee 
a  recovery  for  improvements  to  the  extent 
that  they  may  have  permanently  enhanced 
the  rental  or  usable  value  of  life  estate. 

Enter  decree  in  accordance  with  this  opin- 
ion, and  remand  for  an  account,  in  which 
Brannon  w^ill  be  credited  with  (1)  purchase 
money  and  interest,  (2)  taxes  paid,  and  (3) 
improvements,  so  far  as  they  may  b&vp  en- 
hanced the  rental  or  usable  value  of  the 
life  estate,  and  charged  with  the  annual 
rents  or  use  of  the  premises  in  the  condi- 
tion in  which  they  may  have  been  from 
time  to  time. 


NEW  JERSEY  COURT  OF  ERRORS  AND    APPEALS. 


Peter  GERBERT,  Exr.,  etc.,  of  John  Snyder 
Deceased,  Pljf.  in  Err., 

V, 

CONGREGATION  OF  THE  SONS  OF 
ABRAHAM. 

(59  N.  J.  L.  160.) 

*1.  In  am  action  on  contract  for 
breaclft  of  coT-enant  to  conT-ey  real 
eatate  with  warranty  of  title,  where  the 
vendor's  title  is  defective,  nominal  damages, 
only,  can  be  recovered. 

X.  Wliere  there  la  a  contract  to  con- 
vey nnlmproved  land  i^ltli  'vrarranty 
of  title,  and  the  vendee,  before  conveyance 
Is  to  be  made,  erects  buildings  upon  the  land 
without  the  request  of  the  vendor,  in  an 
action  on  contract  to  recover  damages  for 
failure  to  convey,  the  vendor's  title  proving 
defective,  the  value  of  the  buildings  cannot  be 
recovered  by  the  vendee. 

(November  23,  1896.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Essex 
County  to  review  a  judgment  in  favor 
of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover 
damages  for  breach  of  contract  to  convey 
certain  real  estate.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Colie  A  Swayse,  with  Messrs, 
Blake  A  Howe»  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

The  plaintiff  below  was  not  entitled  to 
recover  more  than  nominal  damages  for  the 
breach  of  the  covenant  to  convey. 

If  Snyder  had  made  a  conveyance  in  his 
lifetime   to    the   defendant    in   error,    con- 

*HeadDote8  by  Van  Syckel,  J. 

NoTB. — As  to  measure  of  damages  for  failure 
to  convey  real  estate,  see  Morgan  v.  Bell.  16 
I^.  R.  A.  614,  also  the  case  immediately  pre- 
cpdlng  this  one. 
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taining  a  covenant  of  warranty,  and  there- 
had  been  an  ouster  by  the  remainder-men, 
and  the  defendant  in  error  had  brought  an 
action  for  damages  growing  out  of  the* 
breach  of  the  covenant  of  warranty,  it  would 
have  been  entitled  to  recover,  as  damages, 
only  the  consideration  money  named  in  the 
deed,  together  with  interest  thereon  not  ex- 
ceeding six  years  antecedent  to  the  evic> 
tion,  together  with  costs;  and,  in  the  event 
that  the  purchase  money  was  wholly  unpaid,, 
it  would  then  have  recovered  only  nominal 
damages. 

Stewart  v.  Drake,  9  N.  J.  L.  139 ;  Bolmes^ 
V.  Sinnickson,  15  N.  J.  L.  313;  Morris  v^ 
Rowan,  17  N.  J.  L.  304. 

There  ought  to  be,  in  our  own  state,  a  uni- 
formity of  doctrine  as  to  the  subject  of  dam- 
ages where  the  injury  is  the  same. 

Since  the  decision  of  Drake  v.  Baker,  34 
N.  J.  L.  358,  the  English  cases  relied  on 
for  that  decision  have  been  overruled,  and 
have  been  declared  not  to  express  the  law 
on  the  subject. 

Bain  v.  Fothergill,  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  158; 
Rowev,  School  Board,  L.  R.  36   Ch.  Div.  619. 

If  the  defendant  in  error  was  entitled  to 
recover  substantial  damages  for  the  loss  of 
its  bargain,  the  trial  court  erred  in  in- 
cluding therein  the  sum  of  $2,632.99,  the 
cost  of  the  improvements  put  by  the  lesse? 
upon  the  property.  Improvements  of  the 
character  in  question  were  not  removable 
as  between  landlord  and  tenant;  but,  as- 
suming that  they  were  removable,  then,  un- 
der the  facts  in  this  case,  no  damages  can 
be  claimed  based  upon  their  value.  If  they 
were  not  removable  fixtures,  as  between 
landlord  and  tenant,  then^he  tenant  oould' 
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have  DO  claim  against  the  landlord  for  pay- 
ment therefor. 

Kutter  V.  Smith,  2  Wall.  491,  17  L.  ed. 
830;  Taylor,  Land.  &  T.  §  552;  Lee  v.  Ris- 
don,  7  Taunt.  188;  Thresher  v.  East  Lon- 
don Waterworks,  2  Barn.  &  C.  608;  Lough- 
ram  V.  Ross,  45  N.  Y.  792,  6  Am.  Rep. 
173;  Bhepard  v.  Spaulding,  4  Met.  416. 

It  was  stipulated  in  the  original  lease 
that  the  new  demise  should  be  ''upon  the 
same  terms  as  to  the  amount  and  payment 
of  rent."  By  this  stipulation,  it  was  cat 
off  from  claiming  the  right,  under  the  new 
demise,  to  reserve  to  itself  the  right  to  re- 
move the  "improvements."  As  a  conse- 
quence, it  cannot  now  have  any  claim  for 
damages  by  reason  of  any  supposed  interest 
in  the  "improvements,"  as  connected  with 
any  breach  of  any  covenants  in  relation  to 
such  new  lease  or  renewal. 

Lanigan  v.  Kille,  97  Pa.  120. 

Even  where  the  improvements  were  made 
by  a  vendee  in  possession,  and  the  vendor  is 
unable  to  make  title,  it  has  been  decided 
that,  neither  with  nor  without  a  covenant 
on  the  subject,  can  the  vendee  recover  for 
improvements  made.  ^ 

Dorsey  v.  Jackma/n,  1  Serg.  &  R.  42,  7  Am. 
Dec.  611;  Btaats  v.  Ten  Eyck,  3  Gaines,  111, 
2  Am.  Dec.  264;  Pitcher  v.  Livingston,  4 
Johns.  1,  4  Am.  Dec.  229;  Bender  v.  From- 
herger,  4  Dall.  436,  1  L.  ed.  898;  Hayden  v. 
Mentzer,  10  Serg.  &  R.  329;  Bolton  y.  Johns, 
5  Pa.  145,  47  Am.  Dec.  404;  Smith  v.  Smith, 
28  N.  J.  L.  217,  78  Am.  Dec.  49;  Oillet  v. 
Maynard,  6  Johns.  85.  4  Am.  Dec.  329; 
Shreve  v.  Grimes,  4  Litt.  (Ky.)  224,  14 
Am.  Dec.  117;  Freeman  v.  Headlcy,  33  N.  J. 
L.  538;  Worthington  v.  Warrington,  8  C. 
B.  134;  Engel  v.  Fitch,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  328; 
Bain  v.  Fothergill,  L.  R.  7  H.  L.  188; 
Schreiher  v.   Dinkel   64   L.  T.   N.   S.   911. 

Mr.  James  £.  Howell,  for  defendant  in 
error : 

Snyder  agreed  to  sell  the  land  for  $7,000. 
At  the  time  the  covenant  was  broken  the 
court  below  found  that  the  land  was  worth 
$376  a  foot,  making  $9,750.  Deducting  the 
price  agreed  to  be  paid,  the  court  found  that 
the  damages  on  this  branch  of  the  case 
amounted  to  $2,750.  Tins  seems  to  be  en- 
tirely within  the  opinion  of  the  court  in 
Drake  v.  Baker,  34  N.  J.  L.  358. 

King  v.  Ruckman,  24  N.  J.  Eq.  305. 

Even  if  the  building  had  been  removable 
as  between  the  church  corporation  and  John 
Snyder,  it  was  not  removable  as  between  the 
church  corporation  and  the   reversioner. 

Erickson  v.  Bennet,  39  Minn.  326,  40  N. 
W.  167;  Sedgw.  Damages,  8th  ed.  §§  1001, 
1017;  Bellamy  v.  Raqsdale,  14  B.  Mon. 
364;  Sheard  v.  Welburn,  67  Mich«  389,  34 
N.  W.  716. 
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The  English  rule,  which,  in  a  case  of 
fraud  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  would  drive 
the  vendee  to  an  action  for  deceit,  has  not 
been  generally  adopted  in  America. 

Maupin,  Marketable  Title  to  Real  Es- 
tate, I  90. 

Van  Syokel,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

On  the  1st  of  March,  1884,  the  plaintiff's 
testator,  John  Snyder,  entered  into  a  lease 
with  the  defendant  in  error  for  premises 
known  as  "No.  226  Washington  street,"  in 
the  city  of  Newark,  New  Jersey,  for  the 
term  of  five  years  from  April  1,  1884. 
The  lease  contained  a  stipulation  for  a 
further  term  of  five  years,  provided  notice 
should  be  given  by  the  lessee,  three  months 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term,  of  the 
election  of  the  lessee  to  take  a  further  term. 
On  the  12th  of  October,  1888,  noiice  was 
given  by  the  lessee  that  a  further  term  was 
desired.  No  new  lease  was  actually  exe- 
cuted, but  the  lessee  continued  in  possession 
of  the  premises  after  the  expiration  of  the 
first  term.  The  plaintiff's  testator  died  in 
April,  1892,  during  the  running  of  the  sec- 
ond term  of  five  years.  The  lease  of  March 
1,  1884,  contained  the  following  clause. 
''And,  further,  that  if  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part  shall  desire  to  purchase  the  de- 
mised premises,  that  he  [the  lessor]  will 
any  time  during  the  tenancy  hereby  created 
or  agreed  upon,  for  the  consideration  of 
seven  thousand  dollars,  sell  and  convey 
by  warranty  deed,  with  the  usual  covenants, 
free  and  clear  of  all  encumbrances,  the  de- 
mised premises  to  the  said  party  of  the 
second  part,  or  such  person  or  persons  as 
they  shall  desire,  upon  their  giving  to  him, 
his  heirs,  executors,  or  administrators  notice 
that  they  desire  such  conveyance;  such  con- 
veyance to  be  made  within  thirty  days  after 
giving  of  such  notice,  and  the  payment  of 
rent  to  cease  at  the  delivery  of  such  deed; 
and,  if  not  delivered  within  the  said  thirty 
days,  then  said  rent  to  cease  at  the  end  of 
that  time." 

After  the  death  of  Snyder,  the  lessor,  to 
wit,  on  the  1st  day  of  June,  1892,  a  demand 
was  made  upon  the  executor  of  Snyder  for 
a  conveyance  pursuant  to  the  aforesaid  pro- 
vision. He  was  unable  to  mnke  a  convey- 
ance because  the  testator  had  a  life  estate 
only,  in  the  premises  as  tenant  by  the  cur- 
tesy; the  title  to  the  property  having  been 
in  the  wife  at  the  time  of  her  decease,  which 
was  before  the  lease  was  made.  This  suit 
was  instituted  for  a  breach  of  the  covenant 
to  convey  pursuant  to  the  demand  made  up- 
on the  lessor's  executor. 

The  sole  question  to  be  decided  is  the 
measure  of  damages  in  this  action  on  con- 
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tra>ct.  Immediately  after  entering  into 
possession  under  the  lease  in  1884,  the  ae- 
fendant  in  error  built  a  synagogue  upon  the 
premises,  and  expended  thereon  over  $2,600. 
This  money  was  expended  before  a  demand 
for  a  renewal  of  the  lease,  and  several  years 
before  a  conveyance  was  demanded.  On  the 
trial  below,  the  defendant  in  error  recovered 
damages  for  the  loss  of  its  bargain  arising 
out  of  the  increased  value  of  the  land,  and 
also  damages  for  the  loss  of  the  building 
which  had  been  erected  upon  the  premises. 
Upon  the  question  as  to  damages  arising 
from  an  appreciation  in  the  value  of  the 
land,  the  trial  judge  was  bound  by  the  de- 
cision of  the  supreme  court  of  this  state  in 
Drake  v.  Baker,  34  N.  J.  L.  358,  and  he 
properly  followed  that  case. 

The  first  question  to  be  determined  is 
whether  the  rule  adopted  by  our  supreme 
court  in  Drake  v.  Baker  shall  be  adhered  to. 
Under  the  long-settled  law  of  this  state,  if 
Snyder  had  conveyed /in  his  lifetime  to  his 
lessee  with  a  covenant  of  warranty,  and  if 
thereafter  the  grantee  had  been  evicted  by 
the  remainder-men,  in  an  action  on  contract 
for  damages  flowing  from  a  breach  of  the 
covenant  of  warranty,  the  only  damages  re- 
coverable would  have  been  the  consideration 
money  paid  and  the  interest  thereon;  and, 
if  the  purchase  money  was  wholly  unpaid, 
nominal  damages,  only,  could  have  been  re- 
covered. Stewart  v.  Drake,  9  N.  J.  L.  139 ; 
Holmes  v.  Sinnickson,  15  N.  J.  L.  313; 
Morris  v.  RaiDan,  17  N.  J.  L.  304.  This 
rule  has  been  so  long  recognized  in  our  ju- 
risprudence that  it  cannot  now  be  subverted. 
That  there  is  no  substantial  diflference  in 
the  injury  resulting,  where  there  is  an 
ouster  after  conveyance  with  warranty,  and 
where  there  is  a  refusal  of  conveyance  in 
pursuance  of  the  contract  to  convey,  when 
the  vendor  is  unable  to  make  title,  which 
can  reasonably  support  a  rule  for  damages 
in  the  former  case  wholly  different  from 
that  which  prevails  in  the  latter  case,  is 
too  obvious  to  require  discussion.  The  in- 
jury in  both  cases  is  the  same, — the  loss  of 
the  property;  the  loss  of  such  profit  as 
would  have  been  incident  to  increased  value. 
The  loss  in  both  cases  arises  from  the  breach 
of  the  vendor's  covenant  on  account  of  tne 
defect  in  his  title.  There  can,  therefore, 
be  no  solid  basis  for  diversity  in  the  rule 
of  damages  applicable  to  the  two  conditions, 
and  the  rule  should  be  unified  if  there  is  no 
serious  obstacle  in  the  way. 

The  rule  in  Drake  v.  Baker  was  adopted 
upon  the  authority  of  the  English  cases, 
which  at  the  time  of  the  decision  of  tnat 
case  had  limited  the  application  of  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Flureau  v.  Thomhill,  2  W. 
Bl.  1078,  that  on  breach  of  contract  to  con- 
vev,  where  the  vendor's  title  proved  defcct- 
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ive,  nominal  damages,  only,  could  be  re- 
covered. The  exceptions  ingrafted  upoa 
Flureau  v.  Thomhill  in  Pounseit  v.  Fuller^ 
17  C.  B.  660;  Robinson  v.  Harman,  1  Exch. 
850;  Engel  v.  Fitch,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B.  315;  and 
Hopkins  v.  Grazehrook,  6  Bam  &  C.  31, — 
all  cited  in  Drake  v.  Baker,  and  there  re- 
lied upon, — greatly  narrowed  the  sphere  in 
which  Flureau  v.  Thomhill  would  be  a  con- 
trolling authority.  Since  Drake  v.  Baker 
was  decided,  this  rule  has  been  most  elabo- 
rately and  exhaustively  discussed  and  re- 
viewed in  the  House  of  Lords  in  England  in 
the  case  of  Bain  v.  Fot  her  gill,  L.  R,  7  H.  L. 
158,  and  the  rule  in  England  finally  settled 
by  discarding  the  distinctions  which  had 
been  previously  ingrafted  upon  the  case  of 
Flureau  v.  Thomhill  in  the  cases  relied  up- 
on in  our  court  in  Drake  v.  Baker.  In 
Bain  v.  Fothergill  the  defendants  were  in 
possession  of  a  mining  royalty,  under  & 
written  agreement  for  a  lease,  of  which  they 
had  taken  an  assignment  from  one  H.  In 
H.'s  agreement  for  a  lease  with  the  owners,, 
it  was  stipulated  that  he  should  not  assign 
without  their  permission.  The  defendants 
contracted  with  the  plaintiff  to  sell  their 
interest  in  the  royalty,  and  this  action  was 
for  the  breach  of  that  contract,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  inability  of  the  defendants  to 
make  title  for  want  of  the  owners'  assent 
to  the  assignment  to  them.  The  owners 
were  willing  to  consent  to  the  assignment  to 
the  plaintiff  if  he  would  stipulate  not  to 
assign  without  their  permission.  One  of 
the  defendants  knew  that  this  consent  was 
necessary;  the  other  did  not.  The  court  of 
exchequer  held  the  case  to  be  within  the 
rule  in  Flureau  v.  Thomhill,  and  gave  judg- 
ment for  nominal  damages  only.  The  case 
was  carried  to  the  House  of  Lords,  and  there 
affirmed.  Three  questions  were  propounded 
by  the  Lord  Chancellor  to  the  judges:  (1) 
Whether,  upon  a  contract  for  the  sale  of 
real  property,  where  the  vendor,  without 
his  default,  is  unable  to  make  a  good  title, 
the  purchaser  is  by  law  entitled  to  recover 
damages  for  the  loss  of  his  bargain.  To 
this  the.  answer  was,  he  is  not  entitled. 
(2)  Whether  the  actual  possession  of  the 
property,  the  subject  of  the  contract,  is 
essential  to  bring  the  case  within  the  rule 
laid  down  in  Flureau  v.  Thomhill.  To  this 
the  answer  was  in  the  negative.  (3) 
Whether,  if  the  rule  of  law  is  correctly 
laid  down  in  Flureau  v.  Thomhill,  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  present  case  distinguish 
it,  and  take  it  out  of  that  rule.  To  this 
the  reply  was  also  in  the  negative.  The 
di^ussion  in  Bain  v.  Fothergill  is  most 
able  and  interesting,  and,  after  a  thorough 
review  of  all  the  previous  English  cases,  the 
House  of  Lords  expressed  the  opinion  that 
Flureau  v.   Thomhill  was  established   law. 
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and  that  Hopkins  v.  Ornzebrook  was  no 
longer  the  rule;  that  Flureau  v.  Thomhill 
applied  to  every  case  where  the  vendor  failed 
to  convey  through  inability  to  make  title; 
that  the  rule  was  the  same  whether  the 
vendor  had  been  guilty  of  fraud  or  not,  for 
the  motive  of  the  defendant  was  immaterial 
in  measuring  damages  for  breach  of  con- 
tract; and  that,  therefore,  even  if  there  had 
been  fraud,  the  vendee  could  not  have  re- 
covered substantial  damages  in  contract,  but 
must  have  proceeded  in  an  action  for  deceit. 
The  cases  upon  which  the  doctrine  approved 
in  Drake  v.  Baker  was  rested  having  been 
so  completely  overruled  by  the  English 
court,  that  case  should,  in  our  judgment,  be 
now  disregarded,  and  the  law  in  this  state 
be  made  harmonious  in  the  two  instances, 
where  there  is  in  all  material  respects  pre- 
cise similarity  of  circulnstances,  and  no 
difference  of  substance  upon  which  to  sup- 
port a  difference  in  the  rule  of  damages. 
Where  fraud  or  deceit  enters  into  the  trans- 
action, the  vendee  should  be  left  to  his  ac- 
tion for  deceit  to  recover  for  the  loss  he 
may  sustain  thereby.  On  this  branch  of 
the  case  nominal  damages,  only,  should  have 
been  recovered.  The  only  question  sub- 
mitted to  this  court  in  the  case  of  Sons  of 
Abraham  v.  Oerhert,  57  N.  J.  L.  396,  31  Atl. 
383,  was  whether  the  covenant  to  convey 
applied  to  the  renewal  period  of  five  years. 
The  rule  of  damages  applicable  to  the  case 
was  not  discussed;  nor  did  the  court  intend 
to  make  any  deliverance  on  that  subject. 

The  question  remains  whether  the  lessee 
was  entitled  to  recover  for  the  cost  of  the 
improvements  put  upon  the  premises,  as  be- 
fore stated.  The  first  term  under  the  lease 
ran  from  April  1,  1884,  to  April  1,  1889. 
The  improvements  included  in  the  damages 
recovered  below  were  all  made  soon  after 
the  lessee  entered  into  possession  in  1884, 
and  the  demand  for  a  conveyance  was  not 
made  until  after  the  lessor's  death,  in  1892. 
The  lease  contained  the  following  covenant: 
"And  the  said  party  of  the  second  part  [the 
lessee]  hereby  agrees  that  all  improvements 
of  any  kind  made  on  or  about  the  said 
premises  shall  be  and  become  the  property 
of  said  party  of  the  first  part  at  the  ex- 
piration of  this  letuse  or  any  renewal  there- 
of." The  covenant  in  the  lease  is  simply  to 
convey  land ;  there  is  no  agreement  to  convey 
land  and  buildings  erected  thereon  by  the 
lessee  after  entry.  Under  the  common- law 
rule,  buildings  erected  on  the  premises  by 
the  tenant  become  part  of  the  freehold,  and 
are  the  property  of  the  lessor,  without  any 
allowance  to  the  tenant.  An  exception  has 
been  ingrafted  on  this  rule,  that  under  cer- 
tain circumstances  gives  the  tenant  the 
rijrlit  of  removal  before  the  expiration  of 
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his    term.     But    the    common-law    rule    1» 
still  80  rigidly  adhered  to  that  if  a  tenant, 
at  the  end  of  his  term,  renews  his  lease,  and 
thereby  acquires  a  new  interest  in  the  prem- 
ises, his  right  to  remove  improvements  •  is 
forfeited,  unless  he  takes  the  precaution  to 
reserve    such   right  in    the   renewal    lease. 
This  is  the  established  English  rule,  and  it 
has  also  received  the  sanction  of  the  New 
York  court  of  appeals  in  Loughran  v.  Ross, 
46  N.  Y.  792,  6  Am.  Rep.  173,  where  the 
English    cases   are   cited    and   relied    upon. 
In  Smith  V.  Smith,  28  N.  J.  L.  208,  78  Am. 
Dec.  49,  Chief  Justice  Green  distinguishes 
between  a  vendee  in  possession  under  a  parol 
agreement  to  purchase,  who  makes  improve- 
ments  expecting  them    to   be   for  his   own 
benefit,  and  not  at  the  instance  of  his  ven- 
dor, and  a  tenant  who  makes  improvements 
under  the   assurance   of   his   landlord   that 
he  shall  have  a  conveyance  of  the  premises 
with  the  improvements.     In  the  former  case 
he  denies  the  right  of  the  vendee  to  compen- 
sation on   failure  to  obtain  a   conveyance. 
This  accords  with  the  doctrine  of  the  Eng- 
lish court  as  pronounced  in  Worthington  v. 
Warrington,  8  C.  B.  134.     There  the  party 
entered  into  possession  under  an  agreement 
for  a  two-years  term  with  leave  to  make 
improvements  at  his  own  expense,  with  the 
option  of  purchasing  at  any  time   during  * 
the   two   years.     The  lessor,   it  afterwards 
appeared,  had  no  title  to  the  premises,  and 
the  action  was  brought  to  recover  damages 
for  breach  of  the  contract,  and  for  the  cost 
of  the  improvements.     The  court  said:   "If 
the  purchaser  thinks  proper  to  enter  into 
possession,  and  to  incur  expenses  in  altera- 
tions before  the  title  is  ascertained,  he  does 
so  at  his  own  risk.     I  see  nothing  in  this 
case    to   distinguish   it   from    the   ordinary 
one.     The  plaintiff  should  have  taken  care 
to  ascertain  that  the  title  was  good,  before 
he   proceeded   to   lay  out   money   upon   the 
premises."     The    reason   which   lies   at  the 
foundation  of  the  rule  in  Flureau  v.  Thom- 
hill pertains  here,  and  is  clearly  expressed 
by    Lord   Hatherley   in   Bain   v.   Fothergill. 
In  distinguishing  Engel  v.  Fitch,  he  said: 
"The  vendor  in  that  case  was  bound  by  his 
contract     .     .     .     to  do  all  that  he  could  to 
complete   the   conveyance.     Whenever   it   is 
a  matter  of  conveyancing,  and  not  a  mat- 
ter of  title,  it  is  the  duty  of  the  vendor  to 
do  everything  that  he  is  enabled  to  do  by 
force  of  his  own  interest,  and  also  by  force 
of  the  interest  of  others  whom  he  can  com- 
pel  to    concur    in  the    conveyance.     .     .     . 
The  foundation  of  the  rule   [in  Flureau  v. 
Thornhill]    has   been    already   more   clearly 
expressed  by  my  noble  and  learned  friend 
who  has  preceded  me,  in  saying  that,  hay- 
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ing  regard  to  the  very  nature  jof  this  trans- 
action in  the  dealings  of  mankind  in  the 
purchase  and  sale  of  real  estates  it  is 
recognized  on  all  hands  that  the  purchaser 
knows  on  his  part  that  there  must  be  some 
degree  of  uncertainty  as  to  whether,  with 
all  the  complications  of  our  law,  a  good 
title  can  be  effectively  made  by  his  vendor, 
and,  taking  the  property  with  that  knowl- 
edge, he  is  not  to  be  held  entitled  to  re- 
cover any  loss  on  the  bargain  he  may  have 
made,  if,  in  effect,  it  should  turn  out  that 
the  vendor  is  incapable  of  completing  his 
contract  in  consequence  of  his  defective  ti- 
tle." 

In  this  case  it  must  be  held  that  the  lessee 
made   the   improvements   at  his  own   risk, 
and   not  imder  an  assurance  that  a  title 
would    be    given    including    such    improve- 
ments, inasmuch  as  they   were  made  long 
before  the  lessee  announced  his  election  to 
purchase.    The  rights  of  the  parties  must 
be  adjudged  according  to  the  status  at  the 
time  the  improvements  were  made,  and  that 
was   the   relation   of   landlord   and   tenant. 
The  question  now  under  discussion  does  not 
in  fact  differ  from  the  question  previously 
disposed  of.     By  the  renewal  of  the  lease 
without  any  provision  as  to  the  buildings 
put  upon  the  premises  by  the  tenant,  such 
Jbuildings,  as  before  stated,  became  incorpo- 
rated with   the  real   estate,   and  were  the 
property  of  the  lessor  and  the  remainder- 
men.    The  subsequent  election  of  the  ten- 
ant to  take  a  conveyance  gave  him  a  right 
to  a  conveyance  of  the  real  estate  of  which 
the  buildings  were   part,  and   from   which 
they   were  no   longer,   in   legal   contempla- 
tion, separate.    The  buildings  could  no  long- 
er be  considered  as  improvements  made  by 
the  lessee.     The  recovery  of  nominal  dam- 
ages for  failure  to  convey  will  satisfy  the 
legal  claim  for  damages  for  failure  to  con- 
vey both  land  and  buildings,  the  two  being 
now  one  and  inseparable.     Where  there   is 
a  contract  to  convey  unimproved  land,  and 
the  vendee;  before  conveyance,  erects  build- 
ings  upon   it  without   the   request   of   the 
vendor,  it  would  be  a  rule  of  exceeding  hard- 
ship  which   compels   the  vendor,   when   his 
title   proves   defective,   to   pay   the  cost   of 
such  improvements  to  any  extent  which  the 
vendee  might  choose  to  put  upon  it.     Such 
a  re.8ult  could  not  reasonably  be  supposed 
to  have  been  within  the  contemplation  of 
the  parties  when  the  contract  was  executed. 
The  vendor  would  be  compelled  to  pay  for 
improvements  which  he  did  not  authorize 
to  be  made,  and  from  which  he  would  de- 
rive no  benefit  whatever  if  the  vendee  failed 
to  perform  on  his  part.     In  my  opinion,  the 
judgment   below   was   also   in   this   respect 
erroneous,   and   it   should   therefore   be   re- 
vvrficd. 
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Andrew  ALBRIGHT,  Plff.  in  Err., 

SUSSEX  COUNTY  LAKE  &  PARK  COM- 
MISSION. 

(71  N.  J.  L.  303,  309.) 

*1.  Tlie  rislit  to  AmJk  in  an  iBlaad  lake 
in  New  Jersey  cannot  be  separated  from 
the  ownership  of  the  lake,  and  taken  under 
the  power  of  eminent  domain,  because,  flrat. 
the  natural  supply  of  fish  therein  Is  so  small 
as  to  be  Incapable  of  meeting  a  public  de- 
mand ;  and,  second,  the  object  of  acquiring 
such  a  right  is  not  use.  which  Implies  utility, 
but  mere  sport  or  pastime.  Query:  Is  the 
value  of  Siich  a  right  capable  of  estimation, 
so  that  a  compensation  may  be  awarded 
therefor  which  shall  be  Just  with  respect 
both  to  the  priyate  owner  and  to  the  public 
purohaserf 

On  Rehearing. 

2.  In  «An  Act  to  Acqnire  Risbta  of 
Pishinar  Common  To  All  In  Fresh-Water 
Lakes  In  Certain  Counties/'  etc.,  approyed 
March  22,  1901  (P.  L.  p.  388),  the  unconsti- 
tutionality of  the  proylslons  Intended  to 
delegate  the  power  of  eminent  domain  ren- 
ders the  whole  act  inyalid. 

(Gummere,  Ch.  J.,  and  Vroom,  J.,  4Uaent  from 
paragraph  1.) 

(February  29,  1904.) 

ERROR  to  the  Supreme  Court  to  review 
a  judgment  upholding  a  proceeding  in- 
stituted for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the 
right  of  fishery  in  a  private  lake.    Reversed. 
The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Messrs.    Oliarles    D.    Thompson    and 
diarlefl  I*.  Oorbin  for  plaintiff  in  error. 
Messrs.  Qriggu  ft  Hardiiiif  for  defend- 
ant in  error. 

Dizon,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 

court: 

"An  Act  to  Acquire  Rights  of  Fishin;^ 
Common  to  All  in  Fresh-Water  Lakes  in 
Certain  Counties,  to  Acquire  Lands  Ad- 
joining Thereto  for  Public  Use  and  Enjoy- 
ment Therewith,  and  to  Regulate  the  Same** 
(P.  L.  1901,  p.  333,  chap.  161),  declares  that 
in  any  county  of  the  state  wherein  are  fresh- 
water lakes  having  an  area  of  water  sur- 
face exceeding  100  acres  a  commission  may 
be  appointed,  which  shall  have  power  to 
take  in  fee  or  otherwise  by  purchase,  gift, 
devise,  or  eminent  domain,  and  to  maintain 
and  make  available  to  the  public,  the  right 
of  fishing  in  such  lakes.  Under  this  stat- 
ute a  commission  has  been  appointed  in 
Sussex  county,  and  is  attempting  to  take 
by  eminent  domain  the  right  of  ^hing  in 
Swart awood  lake,  which  belongs  to  the 
plaintiff    in    error.     The    plaintiff    resists 

•ITeadnotes  by  Dixon,  J. 


NoTK.  -  For  a  full  review  of  the  whole  subject 
of  the  rUht  to  fish,  see  note  to  SUte  t.  8haw, 
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this  attempt  upon  the  ground  mainly  that 
the  power  of  eminent  domain  cannot  con- 
stitutionally be  exercised  for  the  stated 
purpose.  In  olden  times  the  eminent  do- 
main seems  to  have  been  employed  only  in 
cases  of  state  necessity,  and  there  is  no  in- 
stance of  its  exercise  in  New  Jersey  prior 
to  1776  except  for  highways.  But  undoubt- 
edly its  scope  has  been  much  enlarged  in 
recent  times  to  keep  pace  with  the  ad- 
vance in  social  conditions.  Scudder  y. 
Trenton  Delaware  Falls  Co.  1  N.  J.  Eq. 
694,  23  Am.  Dec.  756.  Still,  even  as  late 
as  1852  Chief  Justice  Green  spoke  of  the 
objects  for  which  the  state  exercises  this 
power  as  being  few  in  number.  Smith  v. 
Applegate,  23  N.  J.  L.  357.  Under  our 
state  Constitution  (art.  1,  If  16)  private 
property  can  be  taken  only  for  public  use. 
Whether  the  end  sought  to  be  attained  by 
the  taking  is  a  public  use  is  a  question  to 
be  determined  by  the  courts,  although  it  is 
said  there  is  a  presumption  in  favor  of  a 
use  declared  by  the  legislature  to  the  pub- 
lic. Mills,  Em.  Dom.  |  10;  Lewis,  Em. 
Dom.  §  158;  Scudder  v.  Trenton  Delauoare 
Flails  Co,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  694,  727,  23  Am.  Dec. 
T66;  Olmsted  v.  Morris  Aqueduct,  47  N.  J. 
L.  311;  "National  Docks  R.  Co.  v.  Central 
R.  Co.  32  N.  J.  Eq.  755,  764.  The  language 
of  the  Constitution  does  not  authorize  prop- 
erty to  be  taken  "for  public  enjoyment," 
or  "for  public  purposes,"  or  generally  "for 
the  public."  Its  expression  is  "for  public 
use,"  which  implies  an  idea  of  utility,  of 
usefulness,  not  necessarily  inherent  in  the 
other  phrases  mentioned.  The  duty  is  there- 
fore devolved  upon  this  court  to  determine 
whether  the  object  to  be  subserved  by  the 
condemnation  of  the  right  to  fish  in  the 
plaintiff's  lake  is  a  public  use. 

In  order  that  a  use  may  be  public,  it  is 
not  essential  that  the  whole  community 
should  be  able  directly  to  participate  in  it. 
Thus,  a  free  school  for  children  is  for  a 
public  use,  although  only  a  fraction  of  the 
community  can  attend  it.  But  it  is  essen- 
tial that  the  utility  should  in  a  substantial 
measure  concern  the  public ;  as,  for  example, 
the  education  of  the  young  concerns  the 
community.  The  right  to  be  condemned  un- 
der this  statute  is  merely  the  right  to  fish. 
Such  a  right  is  in  the  ancient  legal  French 
called  a  right  profit  d  prendre,  a  right  so 
peculiarly  for  personal  enjoyment  that  it 
is  incapable  of  being  acquired  by  the  gen- 
eral public,  either  by  custom  (Cohh  v.  Dav- 
enport, 32  N.  J.  L.  369),  or  by  dedication 
(33  N.  J.  L.  223,  97  Am.  Dec.  718;  Albright 
V.  CortHght,  64  N.  J.  L.  330,  48  L.  R.  A.  616, 
81  Am.  St.  Rep.  504,  45  Atl.  634) .  No  doubt 
there  is  a  public  right  of  fishing  recognized 
by  municipal  law.  It  exists  in  the  water 
of  the  ocean  along  the  coast,  and  in  the  arms 
60  L.  R.  A. 


of  the  sea  as  far  as  the  tide  ebbs  and  flows. 
But  this  right  differs  from  that  now  under 
consideration  in  several  important  respects. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  a  mere  incident  of 
the  public  ownership  of  the  public  waters, 
while  the  object  of  the  present  proceedings 
is  to  sever  the  right  of  fishing  from  the  title 
to  the  lake,  and  give  it  an  independent  ex- 
istence. If  the  legislature  had  provided 
for  the  condemnation  of  the  lake,  so  as  to 
confer  upon  the  public  the  right  of  resort- 
ing thereto  for  all  purposes  to  which  it  is 
adapted,  the  condemnation  might  then  have 
been  supported  on  the  precedents  which  find 
a  public  use  in  parks,  and  the  right  to  fish 
would  have  passed  as  an  incident  of  the  pub- 
lic title.  But  under  this  statute  the  owner- 
ship of  the  lake  is  to  remain  private.  In 
the  next  place,  the  natural  supply  of  fish  in 
the  public  waters  is  practically  inexhaustible 
if  the  right  to  fish  therein  be  subjected  to 
such  regulations  as  will  reasonably  guard  it 
for  the  free  enjoyment  of  the  general  public. 
But  the  natural  supply  of  fish  in  the  inland 
lakes  of  New  Jersey  is  so  small  that,  if  the 
right  to  catch  fish  therein  were  exercised  by 
persons  sufficiently  numerous,  to  be  deemed 
the  public,  the  supply  would  soon  come  to  an 
end.  Lastly,  fishing  in  the  public  waters 
has  from  time  immemorial  constituted  an 
industry  fostered  by  law  for  the  supply  of 
the  general  market,  while  fishing  in  these 
private  waters  has  been  and  can  be  only  for 
individual  amusement  and  gain.  We  think, 
therefore,  that  for  present  purposes  there  is 
no  substantial  resemblance  between  the  com- 
mon right  to  fish  in  public  waters  and  the 
right  now  in  question. 

I  turn,  then,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
matter  in  view  of  the  rules  which  have  been 
laid  down  as  aids  in  determining  what  is  a 
public  use  within  the  meaning  of  this  provi- 
sion of  the  Constitution.  A  definition  of  the 
phrase  has  not,  I  think,  been  judicially  at- 
tempted, but  among  the  statements  of  the 
doctrine  to  be  found  in  the  books  that  of 
Prof.  Cooley  seems  most  likely  to  subserve 
the  general  welfare  for  which  the  constitu- 
tional power  is  delegated,  and 'at  the  same 
time  to  protect  private  property,  which  is 
equally  a  ward  of  our  Constitution.  He  says 
(Const.  Lim.  6th  ed.  655)  :  "The  reason  of 
the  case  and  the  settl-^rl  practice  of  free  gov- 
ernments must  be  our  guides  in  determining 
what  is  or  is  not  to  be  regarded  a  public  use, 
and  that  only  can  be  considered  such  where 
the  government  is  supplying  its  own  needs, 
or  is  furnishing  facilities  for  its  citizens  in 
regard  to  those  matters  of  public  necessity, 
convenience,  or  welfare  which,  on  account 
of  their  peculiar  character,  and  the  difficulty 
.  .  .  -of  making  provision  for  them  other- 
wise, it  is  alike  proper,  useful,  and  needful 
for  the  government  to  provide."    Applying 
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this  as  the  test,  the  present  statute  cannot 
be  supported.  The  right  to  be  enjoyed  un- 
der this  statute  is  necessarily  the  right  of 
each  individual  who  exercises  it  to  abstract 
from  what  is  designed  by  the  statute  to  be 
a  common  stock  such  portion  as  he  can  se- 
cure, and  to  appropriate  that  to  his  own 
benefit.  This  is  for  private,  rather  than  pub- 
lic, advantage.  The  statute  does,  indeed,  con- 
template the  acquisition  of  the  common  stock 
by  public  agents,  but  they  are  to  acquire  it 
for  private  benefit.  If  the  common  stock 
thus  to  be  acquired  were  capable  of  supply- 
ing an  unlimited  number  of  persons,  then 
they  might  be  deemed  in  a  constitutional 
sense  the  public;  but,  as  already  stated,  the 
stock  would  be  quite  inadequate  for  such  a 
demand.  The  fact  that  a  small  supply  is 
tendered  free  to  the  first  takers  does  not 
show  that  the  public  can  enjoy  it. 

But  not  only  does  the  Constitution  require 
that  the  property  taken  should  be  for  the 
public;  it  is  also  necessary  that  it  should  be 
for  use.  The  chief  purpose  in  the  enjoyment 
of  the  property  must  be  utility.  But  it  can- 
not be  doubted  that  the  main  object  of  the 
present  statute  is  to  furnish  a  means  of 
amusement  or  sport  to  the  few  persons  who 
have  the  inclination  and  leisure  for  such 
pastime.  The  public  utility  to  be  subserved 
by  such  indulgence  is  imperceptible.  "The 
reason  of  the  case''  therefore  does  not  seem 
to  warrant  the  conclusion  that  the  proposed 
taking  is  "for  public  use.'*  When  we  look 
to  "the  settled  practice  of  free  govern- 
ments," we  find  no  parallel  for  the  present 
enterprise.  There  are  many  instances  of  the 
exercise  of  eminent  domain  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  facilities  to  be  enjoyed  by  in- 
dividuals; such  are  parks,  highways,  ferries, 
railways,  telegraph  and  telephone  lines,  eta 
But  these  differ  fron^  the  right  now  under 
consideration  in  important  respects.  First, 
they  are  essentially  useful;  secondly,  they 
are  used  by  great  numbers  of  people;  and, 
thirdly,  their  use  by  the  individual  abstracts 
nothing  appreciable  from  the  common  op- 
portunity of  use.  There  are  also  some  in- 
stances of  the  exercise  of  the  power  in  order 
to  afford  facilities  for  private  enjoyment 
where  it  is  intended  that  each  individual 
shall  abstract  a  portion  from  the  common 
stock.  An  example  appears  in  the  condem- 
nation of  water  for  domestic  purposes  in 
populous  neighborhoods.  But  here,  also, 
marked  differences  from  the  present  scheme 
are  observable.  The  end  sought  is  utility  of 
the  greatest  urgency,  and  the  natural  supply 
is  so  abundant  that  private  abstraction  can- 
not exhaust  it.  In  all  such  instances  these 
characteristics  will  be  found  in  substantial 
measure  to  make  them  of  use  to  the  public. 
We  have  found  no  instance  of  the  exercise 
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of  the  power  in  order  to  afford  a  means  of 
pastime  cap9,ble  of  being  enjoyed  by  only  a 
few  persons. 

There  is  another  consideration  deserving 
of  some  weight.  The  Constitution  requires 
that  on  taking  private  property  for  public 
use  just  compensation  should  be  made  to  the 
owner;  and  this  implies  that  the  property 
taken  shall  be  reasonably  capable  of  just 
estimation.  The  lake  itself  could  no  doubt 
be  fairly  appraised,  as  could,  probably,  the 
right  of  any  individual,  or  of  any  specified 
number  of  individuals,  to  fish  therein.  But 
I  know  of  no  criterion  by  which  the  right  of 
an  unlimited  number  of  persons  to  spend 
their  time  upon  the  lake  for  the  purpose  of 
catching  fish  could  be  valued.  It  might  be 
that  the  appraisers  would  evade  the  difficulty 
by  awarding  to  the  owner  the  full  value  of 
the  lake;  but  in  that  case  justice  would  re- 
quire that  the  lake  itself,  and  not  a  mere  in- 
cidental right  in  it,  should  become  public 
property.  We  think,  therefore,  that  neither 
in  the  reason  of  the  case,  nor  in  the  settled 
practice  of  free  governments,  is  there  l^ral 
support  for  the  proposed   condemnation. 

The  power  of  eminent  domain  is  one  of  the 
extreme  powers  of  government.  When  em- 
ployed for  the  purpose  of  enabling  it  to 
perform  its  own  functions,  its  scope  is  lim- 
ited only  by  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature. 
But,  when  it  is  exerted  with  the  view  of 
furnishing  facilities  to  private  individuals, 
it  so  easily  runs  into  the  taking  of  one 
man's  property  to  give  it  to  others,  in  dis- 
regard of  that  right  which  the  Constitution 
declares  to  be  inalienable, — the  right  of 
protecting  property, — that  it  behooves  the 
courts,  where  private  owners  can  be  fully 
heard  in  their  own  behalf,  to  take  care  that 
constitutional  rights  are  guarded  and  con- 
stitutional limitations  observed.  On  full 
consideration,  we  are  constrained  to  adjudge 
that  the  present  proceedings  are  designed 
to  take  the  plaintiff's  property  for  other  than 
the  public  use,  and  are  therefore  illegal. 

The  judgment  of  the  Supreme  Court 
should  he  reversed  and  a  judgment  entered 
setting  aside  the  proceedings  taken  under 
the  statute. 

Onmmere,  Ch.  J.,  and  Vroom,  J.,  dis- 
sent. 

A  reargument  having  been  granted,  Dix- 
on, J.,  on  November  14,  1904,  handed  down 
the  following  additional  opinion: 

In  the  opinion  delivered  in  thig  cause 
February  29,  1904  (71  N.  J.  L.  303,  ante. 
768,  57  Atl.  398) ,  it  was  assumed  that,  if  the 
provisions  of  the  act  of  March  22,  1901 
(P.  L.  p.  333),  so  far  as  they  relate  to  the 
power  of  eminent  domain,  were  unconstitu- 
tional, the  proceeding  under  review  must 
necessarily  be  illegal.  /This  assiunption  was 
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unwarranted,  because  the  proceeding  was 
merely  an  affirmance  by  the  supreme  court 
of  the  appointment  of  commissioners  under 
that  statute,  ai^d,  as  the  statute  purported  to 
confer  upon  such  commissioners  other  pow- 
ers than  that  of  eminent  domain,  it  did  not 
follow  as  a  matter  of  course  that  their  ap- 
pointment would  be  nugatory  if  the  attempt 
to  delegate  the  power  of  condemnation  failed. 
This  mistake  having  been  called  to  the  at- 
tention of  the  court  by  an  application  for  a 
rehearing,  the  cOurt  ordered  that  the  follow- 
ing question  should  be  argued:  ''Assiuning 
that  the  provisions  of  chapter  161  of  the 
Laws  of  1901,  relating  to  the  power  of  con- 
demnation, are  unconstitutional,  should  the 
judgment  of  the  supreme  court  in  this  case 
be  reversed."  This  argument  having  been 
heard,  the  question  is  now  before  us  for 
decision. 

The  act  purports  to  authorize  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  rights  contemplated  **by  pur- 
chase, gift,  devise,  or  eminent  domain."  P. 
L.  p.  335>  I  2.  But  almost  all  the  provi- 
sions of  the  statute  relate  to  the  acquisition 
by  purchase  or  condemnation,  and  it  is  in- 
credible that  the  act  would  have  been 
passed  merely  to  permit  the  acceptance  of 
gifts  or  devises.  The  only  substantial  pow- 
ers were  those  of  purchase  and  condemna- 
tion. The  question  therefore  is,  Should  the 
invalidity  of  the  grant  of  the  power  to  con- 
demn defeat  the  grant  of  the  power  to  buy? 

The  general  rule  with  regard  to  the  valid- 
ity of  a  statutoiy  scheme,  some  feature  of 
which  proves  to  be  unconstitutional,  is  that, 
if  the  objectionable  feature  be  not  so  im- 
portant to  the  l^slative  design  as  to  war- 


rant the  opinion  that  the  scheme  would  not 
have  been  authorized  without  it,  then  the 
residue  of  the  scheme  will  be  upheld;  other- 
wise the  entire  scheme  will  fail.  Johnson 
V.  State,  69  N.  J.  L.  535.  38  L.  R.  A.  373, 
37  Atl.  949,  39  Atl.  646.  The  scheme  de- 
signed by  the  statute  under  consideration 
was  the  acquisition  by  any  county,  at  pub- 
lic expense,  of  a  common  right  to  fish  in 
fresh-water  lakes  within  the  coimty.  The 
lakes  falling  within  the  purview  of  the  act 
are  now  private  property,  and,  unless  the 
power  of  eminent  domain  can  be  exercised, 
the  right  desired  can  be  obtained  only  at 
sudi  price  as  the  owners  may  be  willing  to 
accept.  Some  counties  have  not  more  than 
one  of  these  lakes,  and  consequently  in  those 
counties  there  could  be  no  competition 
among  private  owners  to  keep  their  de- 
mands within  reasonable  bounds.  With 
such  conditions  in  view,  the  duty  of  the 
legislature  could  best  be  fulfilled  by  provid- 
ing some  guard  against  an  extravagant  dis- 
bursement of  public  funds;  and,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  discharging  this  duty,  we  thi]^k  the 
legislature  intended  to  confer  upon  the 
counties  the  right  to  have  the  price  fixed  by 
disinterested  appraisers  under  the  power  of 
eminent  domain.  To  infer,  from  the  attempt 
to  delegate  an  authority  thus  shielded  from 
imposition,  a  willingness  to  dispense  with 
the  safeguard  and  yet  continue  the  author- 
ity, would  be  unreasonable.  Our  conclusion 
is  that  the  vice  of  the  condemnation  pro- 
vision infects  the  whole  act. 

The  judgment  of  the  supreme  court 
should  be  reversed,  and  the  order  appoint- 
ing commissioners  should  be  set  aside. 


MINNESOTA   SUPREME   COURT. 


P.  M.  LOOMIS,  Appt, 

V. 

Charles  WALLBLOM  et  ah,  Respta, 

( Minn. ) 

•1.  A      full      discltarffe      of     individual 

^HeadDotes  by  Jaggabd,  J. 


liability  of  one  partner  on  a  firm  debt 
may  be  had  in  bankruptcy  proceedings  con- 
cerning that  partner  only. 
a.  Suclt  dittcltarffo  i«  a  arood  defenso 
in  an  action  bronslit  asainst  two 
partner*  to  ronevr  a  Jndimient  on  a 
partnership  debt,  the  process  in  which 
action  was  served  only  on  the  partner  who 


NOTB. — Discharge  of  partnership  liabiHtv  in  in- 
dividual bankruptoy  proceedings, 

I.  Scope,  772. 
II.  Provability  of  partnership    debts   in   indi- 
vidual proceedings. 

a.  Introductory,  772. 

b.  In  general,  773. 
c  Bmoeptions. 

1.  Absence  of  foint  assets  or  solv- 

ent partners. 

(a)  In  general,  775. 

(b)  When    partnership    assets 

futve     been     assigned     to 
bankrupt,  tit. 

2.  Fraudulent   abstraction   of  part- 

nership funds  by  bankrupt.  111, 
09  L.R.  A. 


II.,  c — continued. 

3.  Right  of  petitioning  joint  credi- 
tor to  prove,  778. 
III.  Discharge   of  partnership    liability  in   in- 
dividual proceeding. 

a.  Discharge  of  liability    by    reason    of 

provability  of  claim. 

1.  In  general,  T78. 

2.  The  English  doctrine,  77a 

b.  necessity  of  making  firm  or  copart- 

ners parties, 
1.  Under  bankruptcy  law  of  1867. 

(a)  In  general,  780. 

(b)  In  absence  of  joint  assets. 


782. 
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had  been  duly  discharged  In  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings, where  It  appeared  that,  many  years 
before,  the  parties  had  dissolved  the  firm,  and 
the  firm  had,  to  the  actual  knowledge  of  the 
Judgment  creditor,  made  an  assignment  of  all 
unexempt  firm  and  individual  property  under 
a  state  insolvency  law ;  and  where  it  did  not 
affirmatively  appear  that  any  firm  assets  now 
exist;  and  where  It  appeared  that  the  claim 
was  properly  scheduled,  and  notice  thereof 
was  duly  given. 
3.  Held,  that  tbe  claim  wa«  dulr. 
ttcliediiled  on  the  facts  here  presented. 

(April  7,  1005.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the 
District  Court  for  Ramsey  County  deny- 
ing a  motion  for  new  trial  after  verdict  in 
defendants'  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
renew  a  judgment.    Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 


Mr,  Jauaiem  E.  Trask,  for  appellant: 

Wallblom's  discharge  in  bankruptcy  did 
not  terminate  the  existence  of,  or  discharge 
the  debt  against,  the  partnership,  or  take 
away  plaintiff's  right  to  renew  the  partner- 
ship judgment  in  an  action  against  Wall- 
blom  and  Thorsell  as  partners. 

When  the  essential  rights  of  the  parties 
are  influenced  by  the  nature  of  the  original 
contract,  the  courts  will  look  into  the  judg- 
ment for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  what 
the  original  contract  was. 

Owens  V.  BouHe,  2  Md.  457;  Second  "Nat. 
Bank  v.  Toumsend,  114  Ind.  534,  17  N-  E. 
116. 

The  National  Wall  Paper  Company  never 
appeared  in  the  bankruptcy  proceedings,  or 
had  any  actual  notice  thereof. 

Tyrrel  v.  Hammer  stein,  33  Misc  505,  67 


III.,  b. — continued. 

2.  Under    hankruptcp    law    of    1898. 

(a)  In  general,  783. 

(b)  In  absence  of  foint  aaaeU, 
784. 

I.  Scope. 

Since  the  bankruptcy  aofc  of  1808  provides 
that  "a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  shall  release 
a  bankrupt  from  all  of  his  provable  debts ;" 
and  since  some  of  the  other  bankruptcy  acts  in 
England  (6  Geo.  IV.  chap.  16,  f  121 ;  24  & 
25  Vict.  chap.  134,  i  161 ;  46  &  47  Vict.  chap. 
52  S  30  (2)  ),  and  in  this  country  (Act  1800. 
134;  Act  1841,  {4;  Act  1867,  819),  con- 
tained similar  provisions, — it  has  seemed  neces- 
sary to  include,  besides  decisions  upon  the 
specific  point  whdch  is  the  subject  of  this  an- 
notation, also  those  cases  in  which  the  ques- 
tion arises  of  the  provability  of  partnership 
debts  In  individual  proceedings  in  bankruptcy. 
This  necessitates,  of  course,  the  inclusion  of 
those  cases  holding  joint  debts  payable  out  of 
the  separate  estate  under  certain  condlMons. 
All  decisions  under  insolvency  acta  have  been 
excluded. 

II.     Provability  of  partnership  debts  in  indi- 
vidual proceedings. 

a.  Introductory. 

Whether  partnership  debts  are  provable  in 
an  individual  proceeding  in  bankruptcy  is  a 
question  resting  in  much  confusion  and  confiict. 
Its  solution  is  affected  by  the  way  the  courts 
dispose  of  another  question,  which  is  the  real 
one  to  be  dealt  with,  viz.,  whether,  and.  if  so, 
under  what  circumstances,  joint  debts  are  pay- 
able out  of  a  separate  estate.  If  they  are  so 
payable,  they  are  of  course  provable  in  an  in- 
dividual proceeding.  The  difficulty  the  courts 
have  experienced  in  dealing  with  this  latter 
question  has  arisen  largely  by  reason  of  the 
equity  rule  that  the  joint  estate  is  applicable  to 
partnership  debts,  and  the  separate  estate  to 
separate  debts,  and,  on  the  other  hand,  by  the 
desirability,  in  bankruptcy  proceedings,  of  re- 
leasing a  bankrupt  from  all  claims  against  him, 
both  joint  and  separate.  The  various  compli- 
cations tJiat  arose  in  the  minds  of  the  courts 
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endeavoring  to  settle  this  question  are  obvious 
upon  reflection.  Thus,  if  a  joint  creditor  were 
allowed  to  prove  his  claim  in  an  individual 
proceeding,  and  receive  a  dividend  pari  passu 
with  the  separate  creditors,  when  joint  assets 
existed,  he  would  have  a  great  advantage  over 
them,  since  he  could  still  resort  to  the  joint 
estate,  and  they  could  not,  unless  a  surplus 
existed  therein ;  also,  if  a  joint  claim  was 
proved  against  one  partner  Individual ly,  and  a 
dividend  received  thereon,  that  entailed  a  cunk- 
bersomo  suit  in  equity  on  his  part  for  contri- 
bution from  the  remaining  partners.  The 
theory  that  the  assignee  in  the  individual  pro- 
ceeding might,  if  joint  creditors  proved  their 
claims  therein,  take  possession  of  the  bank- 
rupt's interest  in  the  partnership  property,  and 
then  grant  a  dividend  pari  passu  to  all  alike, 
was  advocated  by  some,  but  held  untenable  by 
others  on  the  ground  that  such  an  assignee 
could  have  no  power  or  authority  to  meddle 
with  partnership  property.  Some  courts,  fol- 
lowing strictly  the  equitable  rule  of  distribu- 
tion, were  of  opinion  that  the  joint  creditor 
must  be  allowed  no  dividend  out  of  the  sepa- 
rate estate  until  the  separate  creditors  were 
paid  in  full,  but  the  hardship  of  this  doctrine 
was  obvious  when  no  joint  assets,  or  only  a 
very  small  amount,  existed ;  since  joint  debts 
are  equally  binding  obligations  upon  the  bank- 
rupt as  are  his  separate  debts. 

The  earliest  rule  in  England,  in  support  of 
which  no  specific  decisions  are  found,  but  which 
is  referred  to  by  later  judges,  was  that  a  joint 
creditor,  where  there  was  a  separate  commis- 
sion, was  to  be  admitted  to  prove  his  claim,  but 
only  for  the  purpose  of  assenting  to  or  dis- 
senting from  the  certificate,  and  receiving  a 
dividend  out  of  any  surplus  there  might  be  be- 
yond the  amount  of  the  separate  debts. 

Lord  Thurlow,  in  1784,  made  a  new  rule,  that 
joint  debts  should  be  provable  in  a  separate 
commission,  and  payable  pari  passu  with  the 
senarate  creditors  out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate, 
which  should  be  composed  of  his  separate  estate 
and  his  moiety  of  the  Joint  estate  taken  pes 
session  of  by  the  assignee  In  the  separate  pro 
ceedings. 

Lord  Loughborough,  in  1796,  dissented  from 
Lord  Thurlow's  rule,  not  being  able  to  get  awnj 
from  the  equity  doctrine  that  partnership  debts 
are  payable  out  of  the  joint  estate,  and  sept- 
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N.  Y.  Supp.  717;  Fider  v.  Mannheim,  78 
Minn.  309,  81  N.  W.  2;  Collins  v.  McWal- 
tera,  35  Misc.  648,  6  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  593, 
72  N.  Y.  Supp.  203;  Liesum  v.  Kraus,  35 
Misc.  376,  71  N.  Y.  Supp.  1022. 

Not  only  is  the  joint  partnership  liabil- 
ity of  the  firm  of  Wallblom  k  Thorsell  un- 
affected by  the  individual  discharge  of  Wall- 
blom, but  the  individual  or  several  partner- 
ship liability  of  Wallblom,  which  is  a  part 
of,  or  incident  to,  said  joint  partnership  lia- 
bility, is  also  unaffected  by  such  discharge. 

It  is  nowhere  provided  in  the  act  of  Con- 
gress that  the  individual  discharge  of  a  per- 
son shall  release  the  debts  of  any  partnership 
of  which  such  person  may  chance  to  be  a 
member. 

A  partnership  is  a  distinct  entity,  and 
the  release  or  discharge  in  bankruptcy  of 


Wallblom  upon  his  individual  petition 
could  no  more  discharge  the  debts  of  the 
partnership  of  Wallblom  &  Thorsell  than  it 
could  the  individual  debts  of  Thorsell. 

Re  Merour,  68  C.  C.  A,  472,  122  Fed.  388; 
Strauae  v.  Hooper,  5  Am.  Bankr.  Kep. 
225;  Re  Meyer,  39  C.  C.  A.  368,  3  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  569,  98  Fed.  976;  Re  Grant 
Bro8,  5  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  837;  Re  Keraten, 
6  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  516,  110  Fed.  929;  Re 
Borden,  4  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  31,  101  Fed. 
553;  Re  Farley,  8  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  266, 
115  Fed.  359. 

A  partnership,  in  the  eyes  of  the  law, 
continues  to  exist  as  such  as  long  as  any 
of  its  debts  remain  unpaid  or  undischarged ; 
and,  until  the  debts  of  a  partnership  have 
been  paid  or  satisfied,  it  cannot  be  said  that 


rate  debts  out  of  the  separate  estate,  and  also 
on  account  of  the  Inconvenience,  as  It  seemed 
to  him,  of  a  tuinkrupt,  out  of  whose  estate  a 
joint  debt  was  paid,  being  obliged  to  institute 
proceedings  In  equity  against  the  other  part- 
ners for  contribution.  He  therefore  went  back 
nearly  to  the  old  rule,  and  announced  that  Joint 
creditors  could  prove  their  claims  in  a  separate 
proceeding,  bat  could  not  receive  a  dividend  un- 
til an  accounting  was  had  of  the  two  estates, 
BO  that  a  settlement  of  the  two  classes  of 
claims  could  be  made  according  to  the  equity 
rule  of  distribution. 

Then,  some  decisions  went  still  farther,  and 
held  that,  if  there  was  any  joint  estate  at  all, 
however  trifling,  the  joint  creditor  could  not 
prove  against  the  separate  estate,  and  share 
therein, — at  least  until  the  separate  debts  were 
paid. 

All  along,  from  1785  down,  there  had  been 
decisions  that,  if  there  was  no  joint  estate  in 
existence,  then  the  joint  creditors  could  prove 
their  claims,  and  share  pari  passu  with  the 
separate  creditors  in  an  individual  proceeding. 

Other  exceptions  to  the  denial  of  the  joint 
creditor's  right  to  share  In  the  separate  estate 
came  to  be  made  during  that  time  and  since,  by 
statute  and  decisions.  Thus,  it  has  been  held 
that,  when  partnership  funds  had  been  fraudu- 
lently abstracted  by  the  bankrupt,  the  joint 
creditors  might  prove  against  and  share  in  his 
separate  estate ;  and  when  the  joint  creditor, 
desiring  to  prove  his  claim,  was  the  petitioning 
creditor  in  the  individual  proceeding,  he  was 
allowed  to  do  so;  so,  too,  when  partnership 
assets  had  been  assigned  to  the  bankrupt  upon 
condition  that  he  meet  the  partnership  debts, 
joint  creditors  were  allowed  to  prove  their 
claims  against  him. 

Therefore,  if  it  is  justifiable  to  draw  any 
rule  from  the  decisions  as  they  stand.  It  is 
that  joint  debts  are  provable  in  a  separate 
conimlssion  for  some  purposes,  but  are  not  pay- 
able out  of  the  separate  estate;  this  prohibi- 
tion against  sharing  in  the  estate,  however, 
not  being  applicable  when  there  are  no  Joint 
assets  ;  when  the  bankrupt  has  fraudulently  ab- 
Ftrncted  firm  funds;  when  he  has  received  an 
assipmment  of  the  partnership  assets ;  or  when 
tho  joint  creditor,  denirlng  to  prove  and  share 
In  the  separate  estate,  is  the  petitioning 
creditor  himself. 
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b.  In  general. 

In  1784,  Lord  Chancellor  Thurlow.  in  Ex 
parte  Cobham,  1  Bro.  Oh.  576,  said  that  the 
question  of  the  provability  of  Joint  debts 
against  the  separate  estate  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners had  never  been  decided ;  but  that  he  did 
not  see  why  the  rule  applying  to  the  case  of 
separate  creditors  proving  debts  under  a  joint 
commission  was  not  applicable,  his  only  doubt 
being  to  what  extent  this  benefit  should  be 
allowed;  that  it  would  be  hard  that  the  Joint 
creditors  should  come  upon  the  separate  estate 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  separate  creditors,  and 
still  have  an  exclusive  power  of  coming  upon 
the  Joint  estate;  and,  therefore,  that  he 
thought  that  the  separate  assignees  might,  if 
they  pleased,  possess  themselves  of  the  bank- 
rupt's proportion  of  the  partnership  effects,  and 
then  both  the  joint  and  separate  creditors  could 
come  In  pari  passu  upon  both  funds. 

In  the  following  year  (1786),  in  Bm  parte 
Hodgson,  2  Bro.  Ch.  6,  he  held  that  a  partner- 
ship debt  was  provable  under  a  separate  com- 
mission, saying  that  debts,  whether  sole  or 
joint,  ought  to  be  paid  pari  passu  with  the 
separate  creditors  out  of  the  bankrupt's  estate, 
which  is  composed  of  his  separate  estate  and 
his  moiety  of  the  joint  estate. 

These  cases  announce  what  is  called  Lord 
Thurlow's  rule;  and  for  a  few  years  there- 
after the  question  was  regarded  as  settled. 

Thus,  joint  creditors  were  admitted  to  prove 
their  debts  In  a  separate  commission  against 
one  partner,  and  take  a  ratable  dividend  with 
the  rest  of  the  creditors.  Em  parte  Page 
(1786)  2  Bro.  Ch.  119. 

It  was  declared  settled  that  joint  creditors 
might  prove  under  a  separate  commission.  Ew 
parte  Flintam  (1786)  2  Bro.  Ch.  120. 

A  joint  creditor  is  entitled  to  prove  his  debt 
under  a  separate  commission,  taken  out  against 
one  of  the  partners.  I^rd  Thurlow,  Ex  parte 
Copland   (1787)   1  Cox,  Ch.  Cas.  420. 

Creditors  of  partners  on  a  bond  for  money 
which  came  to  the  use  of  the  partnership  were 
held  entitled  to  prove  their  claim  against  the 
joint  estate,  or  the  separate  estates,  of  the  part- 
ners.    Ew  parte  Clowes  (1789)  2  Bro.  Ch.  595. 

But,  in  1796,  Lord  Loughborough,  in  Etr 
parte  Elton,  3  Ves.  Jr.  238,  upon  the  ground 
that   each   estate   should  bear   its  own   debts, 
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there  lias  been  any  "final  settlement  there- 
of" under  §  5  of  the  bankruptcy  act. 

Re  Freundy  1  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  25;  Re 
Noonan,  3  Bias.  491,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,292; 
Hudgins  v.  Lane,  2  J3ughes,  361,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  6,827;  Re  Merour,  58  C.  C.  A.  472, 
122  Fed.  388. 

Neither  a  copartnership,  nor  a  corpora- 
tion, can  withdraw  its  debts  from  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  bankruptcy  court  by  an 
attempted  dissolution. 

Re  Storck  Lumber  Co,  8  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
86;  Re  Independent  Ins,  Co,  Holmes,  103, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,017;  bcheuer  v.  Smith,  d 
M,  Book  d  Stationery  Co.  7  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  384. 

The  trustee  in  bankruptcy  of  an  individ- 
ual bankrupt  is  not  entitled  to  take,  hold, 


recover,  or  administer  the  assets  of  any 
firm  of  which  such  bankrupt  may  be  a 
member,  there  having  been  no  adjudication 
in  bankruptcy  against  such  firms. 

Re  Mercur,  58  C.  C.  A.  472,  122  Fed.  3S8; 
Re  Meyers,  2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  714,  96  Feii. 
408,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  260,  97  Fed.  757; 
Nutting  v.  Ashcroft,  101  Mass.  300;  -4m- 
sinck  V.  Bean,  22  Wall.  404,  22  L.  ed.  804; 
Strause  v.  Hooper,  5  AnL  Bankr.  Rep.  225. 

Inasmuch  as  a  partnership  is  a  distinct 
entity,  and  the  bankruptcy  act  (providing 
the  only  way  by  which  a  partnership  can 
be  adjudged  bankrupt)  applies  equally  to 
all  partnerships,  whether  defunct  or  go- 
ing concerns;  and  inasmuch  aa  a  partner- 
ship continues  to  exist  in  the  eyes  of  the 
law  so  long  as  it  has  unpaid  debts,  and  the 


made  a  change  in  the  rule.  lie  admitted  Joint 
creditors  to  prove  claims  In  a  separate  com- 
mission, but  ordered  the  dividend  reserved  un- 
til an  account  was  taken  of  what  they  had,  or 
might  have,  received  from  partnership  ef- 
fects. 

And,  again,  In  1799,  in  Em  parte  Abell,  4 
Ves.  Jr.  837,  he  held,  upon  the  ground  that  the 
separate  estate  should  be  applied  first  to  the 
separate  debts,  that,  upon  the  proof  of  a  Joint 
debt  in  a  separate  commission,  payment  of 
dividend  should  be  refused  until  the  separate 
creditors  had  each  received  20«.  In  the  pound. 

The  rule  thus  laid  down  was  called  Lord 
Loughborough's  rule,  and  was  followed  in  a 
number  of  subsequent  decisions. 

Lord  Eldon,  In  Ex  parte  Clay  (1802)  6  Ves. 
Jr.  818,  reviews  the  situation  up  to  that  time 
in  the  following  language:  "The  rule  that 
prevailed  in  Lord  Hardwlcke's  time,  and  down 
to  the  time  of  Lord  Thurlow,  was,  that  Joint 
creditors  should  not  be  admitted  to  prove  un- 
der a  separate  commission  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  dividends  with  the  separate  creditors. 
Lord  Thurlow  altered  that  upon  much  con- 
sideration, thanking  the  Joint  creditors  ought  to 
be  admitted  with  the  separate  creditors;  and 
left  it  so  when  he  left  this  court.  Lord  Lough- 
borough thought  that  was  not  right,  and  got 
back-  again  not  quite  to  the  old  rule ;  but  he 
settled  it  that  they  should  prove  only  for  the 
purpose  of  keeping  separate  accounts,  but  not 
to  receive  a  dividend."  The  order  was  taken 
according  to  Lord  Loughborough's  rule. 

Joint  creditors  were  admitted  to  prove  their 
claims  in  a  separate  commission,  and  also  to 
take  dividends  provided  they  paid  the  sepa- 
rate creditors,  in  Ex  parte  Chandler  (1803)  9 
Ves.  Jr.  35. 

Joint  creditors  were  allowed  to  prove  their 
debts  under  a  separate  commission,  for  the 
purpose  only  of  assenting  to,  or  dissenting 
from,  the  certificate,  not  to  receive  dividends, 
in  Ex  parte  Taltt  (1809)  16  Ves.  Jr.  196, 

It  was  declared  in  Heath  v.  Hall  (1812)  4 
Taunt.  326,  that  a  Joint  creditor  had  a  right 
to  prove  his  debt  against  the  separate  estate 
of  one  of  the  partners,  although  he  could  not 
receive  a  dividend  until  the  bankrupt's  sepa- 
rate debts  were  fully  paid. 

A  partnership  debt  may  not  be  proved  against 
the  separate  estate  of  a  bankrupt  partner  so  as 
to  come  in  competition  with  the  separate  credit- 
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ors.  Ex  Parte  Clark  (1864)  10  L.  T.  N.  S. 
165. 

A  provision  embodying  Lord  Loughborough's 
rule  was  enacted  in  the  bankruptcy  act  of  6 
Geo.  IV.,  chap.  16,  \  62,  to  the  eflTect  that  a 
Joint  creditor  might  prove  his  debt  in  a  sepa- 
rate commission  ^or  the  purpose  of  voting' as  to 
assignees,  but  could  not  receive  a  dividend  out 
of  the  separate  estate  until  all  of  the  separate 
creditors   were  paid   in   full. 

A  similar  provision  is  contained  in  12  &  13 
Vict.,  chap.  106.  §  140,  law  of  1849. 

Also  in  46  &  47  Vict.,  chap.  52,  f  59  (1). 
law  of  1883,  it  is  provided  that  a  Joint  creditor 
shall  not  receive  a  dividend  out  of  the  sepa- 
rate estate  until  the  individual  creditors  are 
paid  in  full. 

In  an  American  decision  under  the  bankrupt 
law  of  1800,  which  was  almost  a  copy  of  the 
English  bankruptcy  law  in  force  at  that  time. 
Lord  Loughborough's  rule  was  considered,  but 
construed  somewhat  differently.  The  court 
held  partnership  debts  provable  under  the 
bankruptcy  law,  without  regard  to  whether 
there  were  Joint  assets  or  not ;  but  that  equity 
would  restrain  the  collection  of  a  dividend  un- 
til it  could  be  ascertained  what,  according  to 
the  equitable  rule  of  distribution.  It  ought  to 
be.  Tucker  v.  Oxley  (1809),  5  Cranch.  34.  3 
L.  ed.  29. 

I^ter,  In  Re  Frear  (1868)  2  Ben.  467.  Fed 
Caa.  No.  5.074,  under  the  bankruptcy  act  of 
1867,  it  was  held  that  Joint  debts  were  prov- 
able in  an  individual  proceeding,  whether  there 
were  any  nssf^ts  of  the  partnership  or  not : 
and  that,  if  such  assets  existed,  they  were  to 
be  administered  according  to  f  36  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy act  of  1867,  which  provides  for  an  ac- 
counting of  the  two  estates,  and  administra- 
tion of  the  proceeds  accord(^ng  to  the  principles 
of  the  equity  rule. 

So,  In  Re  Bates  (1900)  100  Fed.  263,  und^r 
the  bankruptcy  act  of  1898,  a  partnership  debt 
was  held  provable  in  an  individual  proceediDic 
notwithstanding  there  were  Joint  assets.  The 
court  said  that,  whether  a  debt  is  provable  d<' 
pends  upon  the  nature  of  the  liability,  and  not 
upon  whether  there  are  assets  applicable  to  it 
It  was  further  held  that  the  proceeds  of  tbe 
two  estates  must  be  accounted  for  and  admin- 
istered according  to  the  statute,  which  provid- 
ed for  the  application  of  individual  assets  to 
Individnul  debts,  and  Joint  assets  to  Joint  debt^ 
according  to  the  equitable  rule. 
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affairs  of  an  insolvent  firm  which  has  not 
been  adjudged  bankrupt  cannot  be  admin- 
istered in  the  individual  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings of  a  member  of  such  firm, — ^the  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy  of  an  individual  upon 
his  individual  petition,  asking  only  for  a 
discharge  from  his  individual  debts,  does 
not  release  him  from  partnership  debts. 

Hudgins  v.  Lane,  2  Hughes,  361,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  6,827;  Re  Little,  2  Ben.  186,  1 
Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  341,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,390; 
Corey  v.  Perry,  67  Me.  140,  24  Am.  Rep. 
15;  Re  Jewett,  7  Biss.  473,  16  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  48,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,307;  Re  Webb,  4 
Sawy.  326,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,317;  lie  Noonan, 
3  Biss.  491,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10,292;  Re  Orady, 
3    Nat.    Bankr.    Reg.    227,    Fed.    Cas.    No. 


5,654;  Re  Levy,  2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  21,  95 
Fed.  812. 

Writing  the  name  "National  Wall  Paper 
Company"  into  Wallblom's  list  of  individ- 
ual debts,  without  anywhere  in  the  proceed- 
ing naming,  or  in  any  way  referring  to,  the 
firm  of  Wallblom  &  Thorsell,  or  any  other 
copartnership,  does  not  properly  name  the 
creditor  as  a  creditor  of  the  firm,  or  consti- 
tute a  proper  scheduling  of  a  partnership 
claim. 

Tyrrel  v.  Hammerstein,  33  Misc.  505,  6 
Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  430,  67  N.  Y.  Supp.  717; 
Fider  v.  Mannheim,  78  Minn.  309,  81  N.  W. 
2;  Oollins  v.  MoWalters,  35  Misc.  648,  6 
Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  593,  72  N.  Y.  Supp.  203. 

The  bankruptcy  proceedings  of  Wallblom 


In  Re  Webb  (1877)  4  Sawy.  326,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  17,317,  4t  was  held  that  a  Joint  creditor 
might  prove  his  claim  in  an  individual  pro- 
ceeding in  bankruptcy  so  as  to  vote  for  the  as- 
signee.    Beyond  this  the  decision  did  not  go. 

After  Lord  Loughborough's  rule  had  become 
recognized  and  been  followed  in  several  in- 
stances, the  decisions  in  England  went  still 
farther,  beaded  by  Em  parte  Peake  (1814)  2 
Rose,  54,  holding  that  "Jofnt  creditors  are  not 
permitted  to  prove  against  the  separate  estate, 
where  there  is  a  Joint  property,  however  trifling 
in  amount."  2  Mews,  Eng.  Case  Law  Dig. 
726. 

So,  It  appearing  that  property  is  outstand- 
'ng  in  the  partnership  name,  a  Joint  debt  is  not 
provable  against  the  separate  estate.  Ea 
parte  Harris  (1816)   1  Madd.  683. 

While  there  Is  any  other  fund,  however  small, 
to  resort  to,  Joint  creditors  cannot  prove 
against  the  separate  estate  of  one  of  the  part- 
ners who  has  become  bankrupt.  Ea  parte 
Jamson   (1818)   3  Madd.  231. 

Joint  creditors  were  not  admitted  to  receive 
dividends  oat  of  the  separate  estate  of  one  of 
the  partners  until  the  separate  creditor  had 
been  paid,  where  it  appeared  that  there  was  a 
Joint  estate  of  £13.  Ba  parte  Kennedy  (1852) 
2  De  O.  M.  &  O.  228. 

It  is  perhaps  Justifiable,  then,  to  say  that 
the  rule,  generally  speaking,  to  be  drawn  from 
these  decisions,  1b,  that  partnership  debts  are 
provable  in  nn  individual  proceeding,  but  not 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  dividend, — at 
least  until  the  separate  creditors  are  all  paid. 

In  the  subdivisions  following  are  collected 
decisions  showing  exceptions  to  the  rule,  or 
cituations  when  the  denial  of  the  right  to  share 
in  the  separate  estate  Is  not  applicable. 

c.    Exceptions. 

1.  Absence  of  joint  assets  or  solvent  partners. 

(a)  In  general. 

As  appears  by  the  class  of  cases  last  above 
shown,  the  courts  went  so  far  as  to  hold  that, 
when  there  are  any  Joint  assets  whatever,  how- 
ever trifling  in  amount,  the  equitable  rule  of 
distribution  must  be  followed,  and  the  Joint 
claims  paid  out  of  the  Joint  assets,  the  in- 
<rlvidunl  claims  out  of  the  individual  assets; 
and  only  in  the  event  of  a  surplus  of  the  sepa- 
€9  L.  R.  A. 


rate  estate  over  the  Individual  debts,  could 
the  Joint  creditors  obtain  any  relief  there- 
from. We  cannot  be  certain  that  the  courts  In 
this  class  of  cases  still  admitted  the  right  of 
the  Joint  creditors  to  prove  their  claims  in  an 
Individual  procofdlng  for  certain  purposes.  In 
the  nature  of  voting  as  to  the  assignee,  ^tc. ; 
but  it  is  probable  that  they  did,  for  these 
cases  are  a  following  out  to  its  logical  conclu- 
sion of  Lord  Loughborough*s  rule,  which  ad- 
mitted that  right. 

In  consistency  with  thAi  class  of  eases  above 
referred  to,  and  with  due  regard  to  the  appli- 
cation of  the  equitable  rule  of  distribution  when 
both  funds  existed,  the  courts  have  neverthe- 
less been  holding,  from  1785  down  to  the  pres- 
ent time,  with  the  exception  of  two  cases  un- 
der our  present  bankruptcy  law  of  1898,  that 
when  there  are  no  Joint  assets  in  existence,  and 
no  solvent  partner,  then  the  Joint  creditors  may 
resort  to  the  separate  estate  with  the  separate 
creditors  in  an  individual  proceeding,  and  share 
pari  passu  with  them.  Decisions  of  this  nature, 
of  course,  of  necessity  include  and  concede  the 
Joint  creditor's  right  to  prove  his  claim  In  an  In- 
dividual proceeding  under  such  circumstances. 

The  courts  do  not  always  make  clear,  how- 
ever, the  distinction  between  the  provability  of 
a  claim  in  an  individual  proceeding  and  the 
right  of  a  Joint  creditor  to  share  in  a  sepa- 
rate estate. 

Thus,  upon  a  separate  commission  of  bank- 
ruptcy against  one  partner,  the  Joint  creditors 
petitioned,  and  were  allowed,  to  prove  their 
debts,  and  to  receive  a  dividend  pari  passu  with 
the  separate  creditors,  there  being  no  Joint  es- 
tate in  Ea  parte  Hayden  (1785)  1  Bro.  Ch. 
454. 

Proof  of  a  Joint  debt  was  admitted  In  a  sepa- 
rate commission  when  there  was  no  Joint  prop- 
erty, In  Ea  parte  Pinkerton  (1801)  6  Ves.  Jr. 
814,  note. 

There  being,  strictly  speaking,  no  Joint  es- 
tate, joint  dobts  were  held  provable  in  a  sepa- 
rate commission,  in  Ex  parte  Hill  (1802)  2 
Bos.  &  P.   N.  R.   191,  note. 

Where  one  of  two  former  partners  became 
bankrupt,  and  a  proof  was  tendered  against  his 
estate  in  respect  of  a  partnership  liability,  the 
court  allowed  such  proof  on  the  official  re- 
ceiver as  trustee,  admitting  that  he  was  satis- 
fied the  other  partner  was  utterly  insolvent, 
although  he  had  not  been  Judicially  declared 
bankrupt  or  insolvent.     Ea  parte  Carpenter,  7 
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are  not  made  in  any  way  to  involve  the  af- 
fairs of  the  firm  of  Wallblom  &  Thorsell. 

Re  Laughlin,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  1,  96 
Fed.  689;  Re  Tinker,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
680,  99  Fed«  79;  Re  Hartman,  3  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  65;  Re  MoFaun,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
66. 

Since,  as  stated  in  Wallblom's  petition, 
he  did  not  have  enough  property  to  pay  his 
debts  in  full,  partnership  creditors  were  not 
entitled  to  share  in  the  individual  estate 
before  the  bankruptcy  court;  and,  not  be- 
in^  so  entitled  to  share  in  such  estate,  the 
partnership  claims  were  not  provable 
against  such  estate  within  the  provisions  of 
S  17  of  the  bankruptcy  act. 

If  there  is  no  joint  estate,  and  no  sur- 
plus of  the  separate  estate  after  paying  the 


separate  debts,  the   creditors  of  the  part- 
nership can  receive  no  dividend. 

Houce  'v.  Lawrence,  9  Cush.  653,  57  Am. 
Dec.  68;  Somerset  Potters  Works  v.  Minot. 
10  Cush.  592;  Murrill  v.  .Vei«,  8  How.  414, 
12  L.  ed.  1135;  McCulloh  v.  Dashiell,  1 
Harr.  &  G.  97,  18  Am.  Dec.  271;  Story, 
Partn.  p.  376 ;  Woddrop  v.  Ward,  3  Desauss^ 
Eq.  203 ;  Bell  v.  Newman,  5  Serg.  &  R.  78 ; 
Black's  Appeal,  44  Pa,  503;  MoCormick's 
Appeal,  55  Pa.  252;  Hawkins  v.  Mahoney, 
71  Minn.  155,  73  N.  W.  720;  Weyer  v. 
Thomhurgh,  15  Ind.  124;  Warren  ▼.  Able, 
91  Ind.  109;  Warren  v.  Farmer,  100  Ind. 
595. 

Mr,  Otto  Kneffner,  for  respondents: 
The  bankruptcy  act  of  1898  provides  that 
the  discharge  shall  be  a   discharge  of  all 


Morrell,  270,  2  Mews,  Eng.  Case  Law  Dig.   p. 
783. 

But  a  Joint  creditor  was  not  allowed  to  prove 
his  claim  -In  a  separate  commission  ot  bank- 
ruptcy for  the  purpose  of  receiving  dividends, 
when  there  was  a  solvent  partner,  although 
there  was  no  Joint  estate.  Ex  parte  Kensing- 
ton   (1808)   14  Ves.  Jr.  447. 

Proof  of  joint  debts  was  admitted  in  a  sepa- 
rate commission  in  Ex  parte  Sadler  (1808)  15 
Ves.  Jr.  52,  there  being  no  Joint  estate  or  solv- 
ent partner. 

So,  the  proof  of  a  Joint  debt  of  two  houses 
was  allowed  against  the  separate  commission 
of  one  of  them,  there  being  no  Jolyt  estate.  Ex 
parte  Machell   (1813)   2  Ves.  Ae  B.  216. 

And,  in  the  absence  of  Joint  property,  proof 
of  a  Joint  claim  was  allowed  against  the  sepa- 
rate estate  of  a  bankrupt,  notwithstanding  the 
claim  had  been  previously  partly  met  by  a 
pledge  of  Joint  property.  Ex  parte  Geller, 
(1817)  2  Mndd.  262. 

The  fact  that  the  estate  of  a  deceased  part- 
ner is  solvent  does  not  affect  the  Joint  creditor's 
right  to  prove  under  a  separate  commission* 
w^hen  there  is  no  Joint  estate  and  no  other 
solvent  partner.  Ex  parte  Bauerman  (1838) 
3  Deacon,  Bankr.  476. 

But  an  inquiry  as  to  the  existence  of  a  Joint 
estate  was  directed  where  a  Joint  creditor 
proved  his  claim  In  a  separate  commission,  not- 
withstanding the  previous  dissolution  of  the 
partnership.  Ex  parte  Birley  (1840)  1  Mont 
D.  &  De.  G.  887. 

A  comparatively  recent  English  decision  ad- 
heres to  the  doctrine  of  the  earlier  cases  above 
set  out,  holding  that  when  there  is  no  Joint  es- 
tate the  Joint  creditors  are  entitled  to  havf 
their  claims  paid  out  of  the  separate  estate  of 
the  partners  pari  passu  with  the  separate 
creditors.  Re  Budgett  [1894]  2  Ch.  557,  63 
L.   .T.  Ch.  N.   S.  847,  71  L.  T.  N.   S.   72. 

The  decisions  of  our  own  country,  with  the 
exception  of  the  two  decisions  under  our  pres- 
ent act,  show  the  same  doctrine  as  the  Eng- 
lish cases.  The  following  are  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy act  of  1867 : 

Where  there  is  no  Joint  estate,  and  no  solv- 
ent living  partner,  the  Joint  creditors  shall 
prove  their  claims,  and  share  pari  passu  with 
the  separate  creditors  of  an  individual  peti- 
tltloner  In  bankruptcy.  Re  Jewett  (ISOS)  1 
Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  45)1,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,304; 
Re  Downing  (1870)  3  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  748, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Fed-  Cas.  No.  4,045;  Re  Knight  (1871)  8  Nat. 
Bankr.  Reg.  436,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,880:  Re 
McEwcn  (1875)  6  BIss.  294,  12  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  11,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8,783;  Re  Pease  (1876) 
13  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  168,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  10.881 ; 
Re  West  (1889)   30  Fed.  203. 

A  Joint  creditor  Is  bound  to  prove,  at  the 
request  of  the  separate  creditors,  his  whole 
debt  against  the  Joint  assets ;  but  only  i>e  de- 
ficiency against  the  separate  estate  of  one  of 
the  partners.  Re  May  (1878)  17  Nat.  bankr. 
Reg.  192,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  9,327. 

The  following  decisions  are  under  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  of  1898: 

Where  there  are  no  partnership  assets,  and 
the  firm  has  been  dissolved,  f  6,  cl.  f,  relating 
to  the  marshaling  of  assets,  does  not  apply ; 
and  a  partnership  creditor  is  entitled  to  share 
with  the  individual  creditors  of  a  member  of; 
the  firm  who  became  bankrupt,  in  the  absence 
of  a  solvent  partner.  Re  Green  (1902)  116 
Fed.  118. 

So,  where  there  are  no  partnership  assets- 
and  no  solvent  partner,  firm  creditors  share  in 
the  separate  estate  of  the  bankrupt  partner 
pari  passu  with  the  Individual  creditors.  Con- 
rader  v.  Cohen  (1903)  68  C.  C.  A.  249,  121 
Fed.  801. 

Of  course,  in  the  two  decisions  above  set  out, 
under  our  law  of  1898,  the  right  to  share  in 
the  separate  estate  in  the  absence  of  Joint  as- 
sets makes  the  Joint  debt  provable  in  an  in- 
dividual proceeding  under  such  circumstances: 
but  in  the  two  decisions  following,  which  pre- 
sent the  conflicting  doctrine  that,  under  no 
circumstances,  except  in  the  event  of  a  sur- 
plus, can  the  Joint  creditor  share  In  the  sepa- 
rate estate,  obviously  no  inference  can  be  drawn 
as  to  the  court's  opinion  upon  the  specific  ques- 
tion of  the  Joint  creditor's  right  to  prove  his 
claim  for  other  purposes  than  to  receive  a 
dividend.  In  the  absence  of  any  expression  Id 
regard  thereto.  The  cases  are  Inserted  herein, 
however,  because  the  class  to  which  they  belong 
would  be  incomplete  without  them,  and  In  or- 
der that  what  light  they  may  indirectly  throw 
upon  the  point  in  question  herein  may  be  at 
hand. 

In  the  first  case.  Re  Wilcox  (1809)  94  Fed. 
84,  after  an  exhaustive  review  of  earlier  Eng 
lish  and  American  decisions,  partnership  credit- 
ors were  held  not  entitled  to  receive  divi- 
dends out  of  the  separate  estate  of  one  of  the 
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debts,  daims,  and  demands  against  the 
bankrupt  or  his  estate,  excepting  only  four 
classes. 

If  the  creditor  had  actual  notice,  no 
scheduling  whatever  is  required. 

Fider  v.  Marmheim,  78  Minn.  308,  81  N. 
W.  2;  MoKittriok  v.  Cahoan,  89  Minn.  383, 
62  L.  R.  A.  767,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  95 
N.  W.  223. 

After  the  discharge  is  granted,  it  is  good, 
and  includes  all  claims. 

CurtU  V.  Woodivard,  58  Wis.  499,  46  Am. 
Rep.  647,  17  N.  W.  328;  Wilkins  v.  Davis, 
2  Low.  Dec.  511,  15  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  60, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,664;  Re  Abbe,  2  Nat. 
Bankr.  Reg.  75,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  4;  Re  Freund, 
1  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  31;  Jareoki  Mfg.  Co,  v. 
McEltoaine,  107  Fed.  249. 


An  assignment  under  the  insolvency  laws, 
even  by  one  partner,  is  ipso  facto  a  disso* 
lution  of  the  firm. 

Wilkins  v.  Davis,  2  Low,  Dec.  511,  15 
Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  60,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,664; 
Davis  V.  Megroz,  55  N.  J.  L.  427,  26  Atl. 
1009. 

Jagsard,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

On  November  27,  1893,  defendants,  part- 
ners doing  business  as  Wallblom  k  Thorsell, 
executed  a  deed  of  assignment  under  the 
state  insolvency  law,  both  as  individuals 
and  as  partners,  of  all  their  unexempt  prop- 
erty, which  was  filed  in  the  district  court 
of  Ramsey  county.  The  National  Wall  Pa- 
per Company  filed  and  proved  its  claim  in 


partners,  until  the  individual  creditors  were 
paid  in  full,  DotwithstaDding  the  fact  that 
there  were  no  partnership  assets.  This  deci- 
sion is  based  upon  the  following  grounds :  The 
bankruptcy  act  of  1898,  provides  {\  5,  cl.  f)  : 
"The  net  proceeds  of  the  partnership  property 
shall  be  appropriated  to  the  payment  of  the 
partnership  debts,  and  the  net  proceeds  of  the 
individual  estate  of  each  partner  to  the  pay- 
ment of  his  individual  debts.  Should  any  sur- 
plus remain  of  the  property  of  any  partner  after 
paying  his  individual  debts,  such  surplus  shall 
be  added  to  the  partnership  assets,  and  be  ap- 
plied to  the  payment  of  the  partnership  debts. 
Should  any  surplus  of  the  partnership  property 
remain  after  paying  the  partnership  debts,  such 
surplus  shall  be  added  to  the  assets  of  the  in- 
dividual partners  in  the  proportion  of  their  re- 
spective interests  in  the  partnership."  The 
court  says:  "Considering  the  plain  language 
of  the  bankrupt  act,  which  recognizes  no  ex- 
ceptions to  the  general  rule,  the  history  of  the 
exception  in  the  absence  of  joint  estate,  the 
discredit  and  misconception  which  that  excep- 
tion has  brought  upon  the  general  rule  both  in 
England  and  this  country,  ...  I  think 
that  I  am  justified  in  holding  that  the  excep- 
tion is  inapplicable  under  the  present  bank- 
rupt act." 

Upon  the  same  reasoning,  it  was  held  in  Re 
Janes  (1904)  67  C.  C.  A.  216,  133  Fed.  912. 
Reversing  128  Fed.  527,  that,  where  there  are 
no  solvent  partners  and  no  partnership  assets, 
firm  creditors  are  not  entitled  to  share  in  the 
Individual  assets  of  one  of  the  partners,  as 
those  assets  must  be  distributed  wholly  among 
the  individual  creditors.  It  was  Insisted  by 
counsel  that,  when  there  are  no  firm  assets  and 
no  solvent  partner,  an  "exception"  is  created, 
to  which  the  rule  of  the  statute  does  not  apply ; 
but  the  court  referring  to  Re  Wilcox,  (1899) 
94  Fed.  84,  refused  to  sustain  the  contention, 
saying;  "We  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  rule 
to  be  applied  Is  the  rule  laid  down  in  the  sec- 
tions above  quoted  from  the  bankrupt  act.  It 
was  within  the  discretion  of  Congress  to  leave 
this  subject  of  the  marshaling  of  assets  to  the 
courts,  to  be  disposed  of  in  accordance  with 
equity  principles  and  practice,  or  to  provide 
that  the  general  rule  should  be  modified  in  par- 
ticular cases.  It  has  done  neither.  .  .  . 
The  language  is  plain,  explicit,  and  unambig- 
uous ;  it  names  no  'exception  ;'  its  phraseology 
69  L.  R.  A. 


conveys  no  intimation  that  any  'exception'  is 
contemplated." 

(b.)   When   partnership   assets    have   been  as- 
signed to  bankrupt. 

If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  partnership  as- 
sets have  passed  into  the  hands  of  the  bank- 
rupt, tho  decisions  uphold  the  Joint  creditors' 
right  to  prove  their  claims  against  his  estate 
in  an  individual  proceeding  brought  by  or 
against  him. 

Joint  debts  were  held  provable  against  the 
separate  estate  of  a  continuing  partner  who, 
upon  the  dissolution  of  the  partnership,  had 
taken  an  assignment  of  the  partnership  prop- 
erty, agreeing  to  indemnify  the  withdrawing 
partner  against  partnership  debts.  Ex  parte 
Burdekin  (1842)  2  Mont.  D.  &  De  G.  704,  6 
Jur.  977. 

A  joint  creditor  proving  his  claim  against 
the  separate  estate  of  one  of  the  partners  was 
held  entitled  to  receive  a  dividend  upon  prov- 
ing that  the  partnership  assets  had  been  as- 
signed to  the  bankrupt  upon  his  covenant  to 
discharge  the  partnership  debts.  Ex  parte 
Taylor  (1842)  2  Mont  D.  &  De  O.  753. 

The  decisions  of  our  own  country  are  to  the 
same  elTect. 

Firm  creditors  may  prove  their  claims  against 
the  estate  of  a  partner  who,  upon  the  dissolu- 
tion of  the  firm,  agreed  to  receive  the  firm  as- 
sets and  pay  the  firm  debts.  Re  Long  (1874) 
9  Nat  Bankr.  Reg.  227,  Fed.  Cas  No.  8,476; 
Re  Collier  (1874)  12  Nat  Bankr.  Reg.  266, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,002. 

The  Joint  creditors  may  prove  their  debts 
against  the  estate  of  a  partner  to  whom  had 
been  sold  all  of  the  partnership  interests.  Re 
Rice  (1874)  9  Nat  Bankr.  Reg.  373,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  11,750. 

Where  one  of  the  partners  takes  the  firm  as- 
sets, and  agrees  to  pay  the  Joint  debts,  he  be- 
comes individually  liable ;  and  the  partnership 
creditors  may,  at  their  option,  prove  against 
his  estate  in  bankruptcy,  and  share  pari  passu 
with  the  separate  creditors.  Re  Lloyd  (1884) 
22  Fed.  88. 

2.    Fraudulent  abstraction  of  partnership  funds 
by  bankrupt. 

Another  of  the  situations  recognized  as  an 
exception  to  the  rule  that  Joint  creditors  may 
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the  assignment  matter,  but  did  not  file  a  re- 
lease, and  received  no  dividend.  Jja.  March, 
1895,  it  brought  an  action  against  Charles 
Wallblom  and  John  Thorsell,  as  copartners 
doing  business  as  Wallblom  &  Thorsell,  in 
the  district  court  of  Ramsey  county,  alleging 
in  its  complaint  the  sale  of  goods  of  the  val- 
ue of  $254.77,  and  default  in  payment. 
There  was  no  allegation  that  the  goods  were 
sold  to  the  firm,  or  purchased  for  partner- 
ship purposes.  Default  was  made,  and 
judgment  entered  on  the  9th  day  of  April, 
1895,  against  "Charles  Wallblom  and  John 
Thorsell,  as  copartners  doing  business .  as 
Wallblom  &  Thorsell,  and  each  of  them." 
On  the  4th  day  of  August,  1898,  Charles 
Wallblom  filed  his  individual  petition  in 
bankruptcy,    and   was   on   August   5th   ad- 


judged a  bankrupt.  The  claim  of  the  Na- 
tional Well  Paper  Company  was  listed  as 
follows:  "National  Wall  Paper  Co.,  Chica- 
go, 111.  $254.77.  Consideration,  goods 
bought."  On  December  19,  1898,  Charles 
Wallblom  was  discharged  from  all  his  debts. 
This  appellant,  as  assignee  of  said  judg- 
ment, thereafter  brought  this  action  to  re- 
new the  judgment  hereinbefore  set  forth. 
Respondent  Wallblom  answered,  setting  up 
his  discharge  in  bankruptcy  as  a  defense. 
The  reply  does  not  deny  actual  notice  of  the 
bankruptcy  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the 
National  Wall  Paper  Company,  but  denies 
that  notice  was  given  to  the  partnership 
creditors.  It  does  not  appear  that  defend- 
ant John  Thorsell  was  served  or  appeared  in 
the  proceeding.     Upon  the  trial  it  was  ad- 


no  t  prove  against  the  separate  estate  to  re- 
ceive a  dividend  is  where  the  bankrupt  partner 
bad  fraudulently  abstracted  funds. 

I^rd  Thurlow,  In  Eso  parte  Lodge  (1790)  1 
Ves.  Jr.  1G6,  made  the  flrst  decision  to  this 
effect,  allowing  partnership  creditors  of  a 
partnership  which  had  failed  to  prove  their 
claims  against  the  separate  estate  of  one  part- 
ner, who  had  taken  partnership  funds  without 
the  privity  of  the  other. 

And  proof  of  joint  debts  may  be  admitted 
against  the  separate  estate  of  a  partner  who 
had  fraudulently  abstracted  Arm  funds.  Lacey 
V.  Hill  (1876)   L.  R.  4  Ch.  Div.  537. 

So,  in  an  Irish  case  Joint  creditors  were  ad- 
mitted to  prove  their  claims  against  one  of 
the  partners  upon  the  ground  of  a  fraudulent 
abstraction  of  partnership  funds.  Ea  parte 
Smith    (1821)    1  Glyn.  &  J.  74. 

3.   Jiight  of  petitioning  joint  creditor  to  prove. 

Another  exception  Is  that,  when  the  petition- 
ing creditor  in  the  Individual  proceedings  is 
liliusclf  a  Joint  creditor,  he  may  prove  his  claims 
with  the  separate  creditors. 

Thus,  In  E9  parte  Hall  (1804)  9  Ves.  Jr. 
349,  a  Joint  creditor,  who  was  the  petitioning 
creditor  in  a  separate  commission,  was  admit- 
ted to  prove  with  the  separate  creditors.  Lord 
Chancellor  Eldon  said:  "I  think  that  was 
right;  that  being  the  petitioning  creditor,  he 
has  a  right  like  the  separate  creditors.  The 
reason  of  Lord  Thurlow's  orders  was  that  he 
could  not  conceive  how  one  Joint  creditor  could 
be  in  a  different  situation  from  all  the  other 
Joint  creditors.  But  the  practice  is  now  set- 
tled." 

So.  in  Ew  parte  Ackerman  (1808)  14  Ves.  Jr. 
€04,  a  Joint  creditor,  who  was  the  petitioning 
creditor,  was,  on  that  account,  held  entitled  to 
prove  his  claim,  and  receive  a  dividend  pari 
passu  with  the  separate  creditors. 

-\ixaln.  in  />  nailr  DotMstof  (IVKn  1~  ^>s. 
Jr.  247,  Lord  Eldon  held  that  a  Joint  creditor, 
who  Is  the  petitioning  creditor  in  a  separate 
ooniml<ssioii,  may  take  dividends  with  the  separ- 
ate  creditors,   although   he   is   the  only   Joint 

(  1 «'    liui      \\  ..i>     tau     10..10     1.1     wil.i     lac     ^ol».4l■ale 

creditors  against  the  separate  estate :  and  al- 
though he  holds  claims  merely  as  the  trustee 
of  another  Joint  creditor,  who  cannot  prove 
them. 

The  doctrine  of  these  decisions  was  later  em- 
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bodied  in  6  Geo.  IV.,  chap.  16,  |  62,  providing 
that  a  Joint  creditor  shall  not  receive  a  divi- 
dend out  of  the  separate  estate  until  the  sepa- 
rate creditors  are  paid  in  full,  unless  the  Joint 
creditor  shall  be  the  petitioning  creditor  in  the 
separate  commission. 

III.    Discharge  of  partnership  UaWUty  in  in- 
dividual proceeding. 

a.  Discharge  of  liabilitp  by  reason  9f  provabil- 
ity of  claim. 

1.    In  general. 

As  far  as  the  mere  provability  of  partner- 
ship debts  in  an  individual  proceeding  is  con- 
cerned, without  regard  to  the  question  whether 
they  may  be  proved  against  the  separate  estate 
for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  dividend.  It 
would  seem,  from  the  great  majority  of  the 
cases  above  set  out  in  II.,  that  they  are,  under 
all  circumstances,  provable  in  such  a  proceed- 
ing for  the  purpose  of  allowing  the  Joint  credit- 
or to  vote  for  an  assignee,  to  assent  or  dissent 
to  the  certificate  of  discharge,  and  to  he  cog- 
nizant generally  of  the  administration  of  the 
estate,  in  order  that  he  may  know  that  the  pro- 
ceeds are  being  properly  distributed;  for  all 
decisions,  even  those  strictly  advocating  the 
equitable  rule  of  distribution,  admit  that,  if  a 
surplus  exist  in  the  separate  estate  over  the 
Individual  debts,  the  Joint  creditors  shall  re- 
ceive thn  benefit  of  it;  and,  therefore,  the 
Joint  creditor  is  practically  Interested  in  the 
individual  proceeding,  to  the  extent,  at  least, 
of  seeing  that  the  separate  estate  Is  prudently 
administered. 

If,  then.  Joint  debts  are  provable  in  the  in- 
dividual proceeding,  even  for  the  purposes 
above  indicated  only,  there  would  seem  to  be 
good  ground  for  holding,  as  some  decisions 
have  done,  that  a  discharge  therein  is  effectual 
as  to  such  claims,  since  the  bankruptcy  acts,  al- 
most without  exception,  contain  provisions  to 
the  effect  that  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy  shall 
release  a  bankrupt  from  all  of  his  provable 
debts.      (Supra,  I.) 

The  court,  in  Re  Jewett  (1877)  7  Blss.  328. 
15  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  126,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7.806. 
recognizes  the  conflict  upon  the  point  whether 
the  discharge  in  bankruptcy  of  an  Individual 
partner  discharges  him  from  liability  to  part- 
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initted  that  the  copartnership  of  Wallblom 
&  Thorsell  ceased  to  do  business  in  1893,  and 
that  the  partnership  was  dissolved  so  far  as 
it  could  be  done  by  the  acts  of  the  partners. 
The  debt  here  sued  upon  was  not  paid  or  dis- 
charged. The  court  found  that  notice  had 
been  given  to  all  creditors  whose  claims  were 
scheduled,  and  ordered  judgment  in  favor 
of  Wallblom  upon  the  merits.  From  an 
order  denying  plaintiff's  motion  for  a  new 
trial,  this  appeal  was  duly  taken. 

Appellant's  assignments  of  error  involve 
the  determination  of  this  question,  namely: 
"Did  the  court  err  in  holding  as  a  proposi- 
tion of  law  that  the  individual  discharge  in 
bankruptcy  of  Wallblom  released  him  from 
the  claim  here  sued  upon?" 

1.  The  answer  to  that  question  depends, 


in  the  first  place,  upon  a  construction  of  the 
bankruptcy  act.  The  certificate  of  discharge 
recited  that  the  bankrupt  had  conformed  to 
all  the  requirements  of  law  in  that  behalf. 
The  court  thereby  decreed  that  the  bankrupt 
*T)e  forever  discharged  from  all  his  debts 
and  claims  which  by  said  act  were  made 
provable  against  his  estate,  and  which  ex- 
isted on  the  4th  day  of  August,  1898,  on 
which  day  the  petition  for  adjudication  was 
filed  by  him,  excepting  such  debts,  if  any, 
as  are  by  said  act  excepted  from  the  opera- 
tion of  a  discharge  in  bankruptcy."  There 
is  no  claim  that  the  discharge  was  invalid 
by  reason  of  any  of  the  things  mentioned  in 
chapter  3,  §S  14  and  15,  of  the  bankruptcy  act 
of  July  1, 1898  (chap.  541,  30  Stat,  at  L.  550, 
U.    S.    Comp.    Stat.    1901,    pp.    3427,-  3428. 


nership  creditors,  but  declares  the  weight  of 
authority  in  favor  of  the  view  that  such  debts 
can  be  proved  in  an  Individual  proceeding,  and 
are  therefore  necessarily  released  by  the  dis- 
charge therein. 

So,  It  is  declared  that  a  prayer  to  be  dis- 
charged from  all  debts  provable  under  the  bank- 
rupt law  is  virtually  a  prayer  for  discharge 
from  partnership  debts,  since  they,  as  well  as 
Individual  debts,  are  provable  under  the  .bank- 
rupt law.  Re  Pierson  (1874)  10  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  107,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  11.153. 

In  the  leading  case  of  Wilklns  v.  Davis 
(1876)  2  Low.  Dec.  511,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,664, 
it  was  held  that,  if  one  member  of  a  firm  be- 
comes bankrupt  and  obtains  his  discharge,  he 
is  released  from  all  his  debts,  Joint  and  sepa- 
rate. This  holding  is  based  upon  the  ground 
that  a  joint  creditor  may  prove  his  debt  under 
a  separate  bankruptcy.  The  court  says,  with 
a  clear  insight  into  the  question :  "The  fact 
that  Joint  creditors  cannot  prove  against  the 
separate  estate  might  mislead  a  careless  reader 
of  some  of  the  cases  into  an  impression  that 
they  could  not  prove  at  all ;  but  the  true  rule 
is  that  they  prove,  and  may  vote  for  assignee, 
and  be  heard  on  the  discharge,  and  examine  the 
debtor,  and  share  any  Joint  assets,. or  any  sur> 
plus  of  the  separate  assets.'* 

Since  firm  debts  are  provable  against  the 
individual  estate  of  one  of  the  partners,  the  In- 
dividual discharge  of  the  latter  In  bankruptcy 
frees  him  from  partnership  liabilities  also,  al- 
though the  partnership  is  not  brought  into 
bankruptcy.  Mattlx  v.  Leach  (1896)  16  Ind. 
App.  112,  43  N.  E.  009. 

In  a  suit  against  a  firm,  where  one  partner 
filed  a  plea  of  bankruptcy,  stay  of  proceedings 
was  entered  as  to  him,  and  judgment  rendered 
against  the  firm  property  and  the  individual 
property  of  the  other  partner.  Lomme  v.  Kint- 
zlng  (1871)  1  Mont.  290. 

A  discharge  in  bankruptcy  granted  to  a  per- 
son where  the  proceeding  is  one  as  to  hdm  in- 
dividually operates  to  discharge  him  from  his 
liability  as  a  member  of  a  firm  to  creditors  of 
the  firm, — since  a  discharge  In  bankruptcy  dis- 
charges the  bankrupt  from  all  debts  provable 
against  his  estate,  and  joint  debts,  as  well  as 
separate,  are  provable.  Hamilton  v.  Cutler 
(1884)  9  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  187. 

"Cases  often  occur  where  a  partner  may  be 
bankrupt,  while  the  remaining  parties,  as  In- 
dividual, and  even  the  firm  itself,  are  entirely 
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solvent.  In  such  case  no  adjudication  against 
the  firm  could  be  made.  But  the  bankrupt  part- 
ner would,  nevertheless,  have  an  unquestionable 
right  to  be  discharged  from  all  his  debts  prov- 
able under  the  act."  Re  Stevens  (1870)  1 
Sawy.  397,  5  Nat  Bankr.  Reg.  112,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  13,393. 

In  a  decision  under  our  bankruptcy  law  of 
1898,  Jarecki  Mfg.  Co.  v.  McEIwalne  (1901)  5 
Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  751,  107  Fed.  249,  the  dis- 
charge of  one  partner  was  held  to  release  him 
from  partnership  indebtedness,  on  the  ground 
that  provisions  exist  in  the  statute  to  the  ef- 
fect that  partnership  liabilities  are  provable 
against  an  Individual  estate,  such  as  the  one 
providing  that,  where  one  copartner  becomes 
bankrupt,  the  partners  not  adjudged  bankrupt 
must  wind  up  the  business,  and  account  to  the 
trustee  for  the  bankrupt's  share;  and,  also, 
the  provision  that  the  discharge  of  a  bank- 
rupt shall  not  alter  the  liability  of  his  part- 
ner. 

A  plea  by  a  defendant,  of  a  discharge  in 
bankruptcy,  without  stating  specifically  that  he 
was  decreed  a  bankrupt  as  partner,  was  held 
sufficient  in  an  action  on  a  partnership  claim. 
Morrison  v.  Woolson   (1851)   23  N.  H.  11. 

An  individual  bankrupt,  against  whose  estate 
copartners  did  not  prove  their  claims  for  con- 
tribution on  account  of  partnership  debts  paid 
by  them,  was  held  relieved  from  such  claims 
by  his  discbarge  in  bankruptcy ;  since,  "if 
they  might  have  proved  In  respect  to  his  share 
of  the  Indebtedness,  they  were  bound  to  do  so." 
Butcher  v.  Forman  (1844)  6  Hill,  583. 

But  these  American  decisions  are  in  the 
minority  so  far  as  numbers  are  concerned.  Un- 
der subds.  III.,  b,  1,  (a),  and  III.,  b,  2,  (a), 
infra,  will  be  found  other  decisions  under  the 
acts  of  1867  and  1898,  not  in  harmony  with 
these  above  shown,  upholding  the  necessity  of 
making  the  firm  or  copartners  parties  to  a 
proceeding  by  one  partner,  in  order  to  allow 
the  bringing  in  of  the  firm  assets,  and  having 
an  adjudication  of  all  matters  in  the  one  pro- 
ceeding. 

2.  The  English  doctrine. 

Two  cases  have  settled  the  rule  In  England 
in  accordance  with  the  principle  above  Indicat- 
ed (II.,  a,  1),  viz. :  That  a  discharge  in  an 
individual  proceeding  releases  the  debtor  from 
partnership  debts,  because  such  debts  are  prov- 
able In  bankruptcy  proceedings. 
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The  discharge  did  not  purport  to  forever  re- 
lease the  bankrupt  from  all  his  debts  and 
liabilities,  but  only  from  all  such  "debts  and 
claims"  as  were  by  said  bankruptcy  act 
"made  provable  against  his  estate."  That 
the  debt  was  one  which  might  have  been 
proved  in  bankruptcy  proceedings  against 
the  estate  of  the  individual  partner  is  evident 
from  the  whole  tenor  of  the  law,  and  es- 
pecially from  chapters  1,  3,  §§  1,  4  (30 
Stat,  at  L.  644,  547,  U.  S.  Ck)mp.  Stat.  1901, 
pp.  3418,  3423),  chap.  3,  §§  4,  5,  of  that  law 
(30  Stat,  at  L.  547,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901, 
pp.  3423,  3424).  See  also  §  16  (30  Stat, 
at  L.  550,  U.  S.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  p.  3428). 
Indeed,  subdivision  "g"  of  said  §  6  expressly 
provides  that  the  court  may  "permit  the 
proof  of  the  claim  .     .     .     against  the  in- 


dividual estates  and  vice  versa,  and  may 
marshal  the  assets  of  the  partnership  estate 
and  individual  estates  so  as  to  prevent  pref- 
erences and  secure  the  equitable  distribu- 
tion of  the  property  of  the  several  estates." 
The  history  and  present  status  of  this  case 
differentiate  it  from  any  authority  to  which 
our  attention  has  been  called,  or  which  care- 
ful search  has  enabled  us  to  find.  Collier, 
Bankr.  oth  ed.  §  5a,  p.  74.  The  partnership 
ceased  to  do  business,  and  had  been  dissolved, 
so  far  as  the  parties  could  dissolve  it,  in 
1893.  Moreover,  in  that  year,  by  general 
assignment  under  the  state  insolvency  law, 
the  partners  conveyed  all  their  unexempt  in- 
dividual and  firm  assets  to  an  assignee. 
The  plaintiff  has  not  made  it  apT>ear  that 
any  such  firm  assets  now  exist.    This  court 


The  first  decision,  Eat  parte  Yale  (1721)  3  P. 
Wins.  25,  note  a,  was  as  follows :  **So,  on  the 
other  hand,  if  there  be  two  partners,  and  one  of 
them  becomes  a  bankrupt,  and,  on  a  separate 
commission  being  sued  out  against  him,  his 
certificate  is  allowed,  this  does  not  only  dis- 
charge the  bankrupt  of  what  he  owed  sepa- 
rately, bnt  also  of  what  he  owed  jointly,  and 
on  the  partnership  account ;  because  by  the 
act  of  Parliament  the  bankrupt,  upon  making 
a  full  discovery  and  obtaining  his  cert-lficate.  Is 
to  be  discharged  of  all  his  debts.  Now,  the 
debts  he  owes  Jointly  with  another  are  equal- 
ly his  debts  as  what  he  owes  on  his  separate  ac- 
count; consequently,  he  Is  to  be  discharged 
of  both  his  joint  and  separate  debts." 

The  other  decision  is  Em  parte  Hammond 
(1873)  L.  R.  16  Bq.  014,  29  L.  T.  N.  8.  72,  21 
Week.  Rep.  865,  which  holds  that  a  certificate 
of  discharge,  granted  in  an  individual  pro- 
ceeding for  liquidation  brought  by  one  partner, 
is  a  complete  release  of  all  his  debts,  both 
Joint  and  separate.  This  decision  Is  placed  up- 
on the  ground  that  the  statute  provides  that 
an  order  of  discharge  releases  the  debtor  from 
all  debts  provable  under  the  bankruptcy,  and 
the  Joint  debts  are  provable  thereunder. 

These  two  decisions  are  consistent  with  the 
practice  justifiably  Inferred  from  the  correla- 
tive English  decisions  (II.)  in  regard  to  the 
provability  of  Joint  debts  in  an  Individual  pro- 
ceeding; and  seem  to  be  regarded  as  having 
settled  the  law  in  England  upon  the  question 
at  Issue. 

A  few  other  English  decisions  have  been 
found  which  bear  out  the  cases  establishing  the 
rule  as  above  shown. 

In  an  action  upon  a  promise  against  two 
jointly  as  partners,  one  pleaded  that  he  was  a 
bankrupt,  and  that  the  cause  of  action  arose  be- 
fore he  was  a  bankrupt ;  whereupon  the  plain- 
tlflF  entered  a  noUe  prosequi  as  to  him.  Noke 
V.  Ingham  (1745)  1  Wlls.  Ch.  89. 

In  an  action  against  partners  on  a  bill  of 
exchange,  one  of  them  pleaded  bankruptcy  and 
a  certificate  in  bar ;  whereupon  the  plalntiflF  en- 
tered a  nolle  prosequi  as  to  him.  Aflalo  ▼. 
FourdHnler    (1829)   6  Bing.   306. 

So,  one  of  several  defendants  in  an  action 
of  debt  having  pleaded  bankruptcy,  plaintiff 
entered  a  nolle  prosequi  as  to  him.  Booth  v. 
Mlddlecoat  (1830)  6  Bing.  445. 

Where  a  Joint  debt  had  been  proved  under  a 
separate  commission  In  bankruptcy,  and  a  dlvi- 
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dcnd  received  thereon,  the  creditor,  upon  after- 
wards bringing  an  action  against  the  solvent 
partner  and  the  bankrupt  Jointly,  for  the  same 
debt,  was  required  to  furnish  full  indemnity  to 
the  bankrupt  against  all  costs  of  the  action. 
Ew  parte  Stanton  (1840)  1  Mont.  D.  ft  De  G. 
273. 

In  allowing  a  rule  discharging  from  custody 
a  bankrupt  detained  on  account  of  a  debt,  it 
was  held  that,  when  he  obtained  his  certificate 
of  discharge  in  bankruptcy,  he  was  entitled  to 
personal  immunity  against  any  execution  which 
might  be  issued  In  reference  either  to  a  part- 
nership or  a  separate  liability.  Thomson  v. 
Harding  (1857)   3  C.  B.  N.  8.  254. 

bw     Necessity    of    making    firm    or    oopartnera 
parties. 

1.  Under  bankruptcy  law  of  ISSf. 

(a)    In  general. 

Under  III.,  a,  1,  are  shown  some  decisions 
rendered  during  the  operation  of  the  bank- 
ruptcy law  of  1867,  in  harmony  with  the  Eng- 
lish rule  that,  partnership  debts  being  prov- 
able in  an  individual  proceeding- in  bankruptcy, 
they  are  necessarily  released  by  the  discharge 
therein. 

But  there  Is  a  serious  conflict  among  the  de- 
cisions rendertMl  under  the  law  of  1867,  and 
against  the  line  of  cases  above  indicated  stands 
a  class  holding  to  the  doctrine  that  the  bank- 
rupt cannot  be  relieved  from  his  firm  debts  un- 
less he  make  the  firm  or  copartners  parties  to 
his  proceeding  In  some  way  so  as  to  have  the 
firm  adjudicated  bankrupt,  and  give  the  court, 
or  the  assignee  appointed.  Jurisdiction  over  the 
Jodnt  assets. 

As  it  is  said  in  Re  Elliott  (1900)  2  N.  B.  N. 
Uep.  .^50:  "Under  the  act  of  1807.  the  au- 
thorities were  conflicting  as  to  the  efTect  of  a 
discharge  of  a  partner  upon  his  individual  pe- 
tition, without  any  proceedings  on  behalf  of  the 
partnership,  or  without  making  the  copartners 
parties  to  the  proceeding.  It  was  held  by  some 
cases  that  such  discharge  released  the  bank- 
rupt from  hds  individual  debts,  and  also  his 
partnership  obligations.  This  was  also  the  rule 
in  Engkind.  But  it  was  held  by  other  courts 
that  such  discharge  did  not  release  the  bank- 
rupt from  partnership  obligations.** 

The  leading  ease  of  this  latter  class  of  cases 
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will  not  presume  that  they  do.  This  case 
therefore  does  not  involve  any  question  of 
marshaling  assets,  nor  of  the  right  of  the 
plaintiflf  against  the  firm  assets  or  the  other 
partner.  Respondent  alone  appears  to  have 
been  served  with  summons  in  this  action. 
The  question  here  presented  to  this  court  af- 
fects the  judgment  against  him  alone.  It  is 
also  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  this  is  not  an 
objection  to  the  entry  of  a  decree  of  dis- 
charge, but  only  to  the  right  of  the  appel- 
lant to  renew  or  extend  this  judgment. 
The  entry  of  the  judgment  materially  af- 
fected the  nature  of  the  claim  on  which  it 
was  based,  so  far  as  these  proceedings  are 
concerned.  It  might  be  that  in  certain  con- 
tingencies this  court  would  examine  that 
judgment  for  the   purpose  of  ascertaining 


what  the  original  contract  was.  Such  a  prop- 
osition is,  however,  academical  in  this  case. 
When  the  judgment  was  entered  it  became 
a  lien  on  any  unexempt  real  estate  within 
the  county  where  the  judgment  was  docket- 
ed, which  belonged  to  the  defendant  and  re- 
spondent Wallblom,  and  the  creditor  became 
entitled  to  appropriate  new  rights  and 
remedies  against  him  in  consequence.  So  far 
as  this  case  involves  that  judgment,  the 
original  cause  of  action  was  merged  therein. 
In  McKittrick  v.  Cahoon,  89  Minn.  383,  62 
L.  R.  A.  757,  99  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  95  N. 
W.  223,  this  court  held  that  where,  by  an 
order  in  bastardy  proceedings,  the  putative 
father  of  a  natural  child  was  required  to 
pay  a  monthly  stipend  for  its  support,  and 
upon  refusal  a  final  njoney  judgment  was 


was  Re  Little  (1868)  2  Ben.  186,  1  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  341,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  8.390.  Here,  a  mem- 
ber of  a  firm  who  had  filed  an  individual  peti- 
tion In  bankruptcy  in  which  no  allnsion  was 
made  to  the  firm,  although  a  large  part  of  the 
debts  specified  were  copartnership  debts,  and 
the  statement  of  assets  included  copartnership 
assets,  was  held  entitled  to  amend  so  as  to 
Join  his  partner  with  him  in  the  proceeding, 
-on  the  ground  that,  until  that  was  done,  he 
could  not  be  discharged  from  the  firm  debts. 
This  decision  was  based  upon  tbe  theory  that 
the  intent  of  the  statute  is  that  the  creditors 
of  a  firm  shall  be  required  to  meet  but  once, 
and  in  one  bankruptcy  forum,  all  questions  in 
regard  to  the  bankruptcy  of  a  firm  and  their 
debts  against  it. 

Numerous  decisions  to  the  same  general  ef- 
fect followed,  based  on  various  grounds. 

Where  there  are  firm  debts  and  firm  assets,  a 
member  of  the  firm  cannot,  upon  his  individual 
petition,  without  Joining  the  remaining  mem- 
bers and  having  the  firm  declared  bankrupt,  be 
discharged  from  his  partnership  llabllititis.  Re 
Winkens  (1869)  2  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  849,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  17.875. 

There  must  be  an  adjudication  of  bankruptcy 
against  all  the  partners  composing  a  firm  be- 
fore any  step  can  be  taken  to  reach  in  bank- 
ruptcy the  partnership  assets.  An  assignee  ap- 
pointed in  an  Individual  proceeding  of  one  of 
the  partners  has  no  right  to  Interfere  there- 
with. Re  Shepard  (1869)  3  Ben.  847,  3  Nat. 
Bankr.  Reg.  172,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  12,754. 

"It  is  difllicult  to  see  how  any  member  of  a 
firm  can  be  released  from  his  personal  liabil- 
ity as  such  without  the  court  substantially 
looking  into  all  the  transactions  of  the  firm 
and  settling  up  its  affairs.  A  man  cannot  be 
discharged  from  his  liabilities  as  a  member  of 
a  firm,  unless  the  debts  and  assets  of  the  firm 
are  considered  and  adjudicated  upon  by  the 
court."  Re  Noonan  (1873)  3  Biss.  491,  Fed. 
Cas.  No.  10.202. 

The  discharge  of  a  bankrupt,  granted  upon 
his  individual  petition  to  which  the  members 
of  a  firm  of  which  he  was  a  member  were  In 
no  way  parties,  does  not  discharge  him  from 
the  partnership  debts.  Iludgins  v.  Lane  (1874) 
2  Hughes,  361,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  6,827. 

So,  the  dischnrge  of  a  partner  under  a  peti- 
tion in  Involuntary  bankruptcy  filed  against 
him  individually,  and  not  against  the  firm 
property,  docs  not  discharge  him  from  firm 
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liabilities,  when  it  appears  that  there  were  at 
the  time  of  the  proceeding  copartnership  as- 
sets. Crompton  v.  Conkling  (1877)  9  Ben.  225, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  3,407. 

A  member  of  a  firm  filing  a  petition  In  bank- 
ruptcy asking  only  for  a  discharge  as  an  in- 
dividual, omitting  to  set  forth  the  fact  of  his 
membership  In  a  firm,  or  a  statement  of  firm 
debts  and  assets.  Is,  by  his  discharge  therein, 
discharged  only  from  his  individual  indebted- 
ness. Corey  v.  Perry  (1877)  69  Me.  140,  24 
Am.  Rep.  16,  17  Nat.  Bankr.  Reg.  147. 

When  there  were  assets  of  a  firm  in  existence 
at  the  time  of  Its  dissolution,  an  individual  pe- 
tition in  bankruptcy,  subsequently  brought  by 
one  of  the  members  without  makiing  the  others 
parties,  does  not  give  the  court  Jurisdiction  of 
the  firm  assets  so  that  It  can  discharge  the 
petitioner  from  the  debts  he  owes  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  firm.  Re  Plumb  (1878)  0  Ben.  279, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  11,231. 

It  seems  that  in  individual  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings giving  no  schedule  of  firm  debts  or  as- 
sets, nor  praying  for  a  discharge  from  firm  lia- 
bilities, the  discharge  granted  relieves  the 
bankrupt  only  from  individual  indebtedness, 
and  not  from  partnership  liability;  as  the  as- 
signee, under  such  a  proceeding,  acquires  no 
title  to  firm  assets. 

An  individual  discharged  in  a  bankruptcy 
proceeding  begun,  carried  on,  and  ended  by  him 
solely  is  not  relieved,  by  force  of  his  discbarge, 
from  partnership  debts.  Trimble  v.  More 
(1881)   15  Jones  &  S.  340. 

A  member  of  a  late  partnership  cannot,  In 
case  of  the  existence  of  partnership  assets,  be 
discharged  from  the  liabiUtles  of  the  firm,  un- 
less the  firm  is  declared  bankrupt,  and  the  firm 
assets  are  brought  into  the  bankruptcy  court 
to  be  administered  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  bankruptcy  act.  Honegger  v.  Wettstein 
(1881)  15  Jones  &  S.  125. 

The  discharge  in  bankruptcy  of  a  firm  and  its 
members  individually  from  their  debts  does  not 
discharge  a  member  from  debts  he  owed  as  a 
member  of  another  firm,  when  no  claims  against 
that  firm  were  proved  In  the  proceeding,  and 
the  assets  thereof  were  not  administered. 
Perkins  v.  Fisher  (1882)  80  Ky.  11. 

The  court  held,  incidentally,  In  Re  Johns- 
ton (1883)  17  Fed.  71,  that  the  individual  ob- 
ligations only  of  a  bankrupt  partner  were  dis- 
charged   in    a    separate  commission  In  bank- 
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obtained  for  the  total  amount  due,  the 
v-ights  of  the  person  entitled  to  recover  un- 
der the  order  of  filiation  were  merged  in  the 
judgment,  and  the  debt  evidenced  thereby 
was  not  excepted  from  the  operation  of  the 
bankruptcy  act  of  1898  (|  17),  although 
the  claim  on  which  the  judgment  was  based, 
standing  by  itself,  would  not  have  been  dis- 
charged. 

Such  a  judgment  as  the  one  here  sought 
to  be  extended,  filed  in  the  bankruptcy  pro- 
ceedings, might,  under  appropriate  condi- 
tions, have  been  paid  in  full  or  in  part  by 
the  application  thereto  of  the  whole  or  a 
proper  part  of  the  fimds  in  the  hands  of  the 
respondent's  trustee  in  separate  bankruptcy 
proceedings.  Its  full  discharge  as  an  indi- 
vidual liability  on  'a  firm  debt  may  accord- 


ingly be  had  in  bankruptcy  proceedinps. 
Jarecki  Mfg.  Co,  v.  McEltraine,  6  Am. 
Bankr.  Rep.  751,  107  Fed.  249;  Curtis  v. 
Woodtcard,  58  Wis.  499,  46  Am.  Rep.  647, 
17  N.  W.  328.  Collier,  in  his  note  to  Re 
Freund,  1  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  p.  31,  says :  "Botli 
on  principle  and  by  the  wei^rht  of  authority 
it  would  seem  to  be  law  that  a  discharge 
grnited  to  one  member  of  the  firm  releases 
him  from  all  his  provable  debts  and  lia- 
bilities,— both  from  those  incurred  individ- 
ually and  from  those  incurred  as  a  member 
of  the  partnership.  The  fevv  cases  which 
held  to  the  contrary  under  the  former  act 
seem  to  have  been  based  upon  a  misconcep- 
tion of  the  extent  of  the  rights  of  an  assign- 
ee in  the  bankrupt's  property,  and  as  to 
the  effect  upon  the  firm  of  the  bankruptcy 


rnptcy  brought  by  him.  It  appearing  that  there 
were  assets  of  the  firm  In  existence. 

A  practice,  not  In  harmony  with  the  doc- 
trine of  the  cases  above  shown,  seems  to  be 
advanced  in  Re  Grady  (1870)  8  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  227,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  5,654,  which  holds 
that,  where  a  bankrupt  was  a  member  of  two 
firms,  and,  without  notice  to  his  copartners, 
filed  an  individual  petition  in  voluntary  bcmk- 
ruptcy,  Including  a  statement  of  the  assets  and 
liabilities  of  the  two  firms,  the  assignees  in 
bankruptcy  may  compel  an  adjudication  of  the 
bankruptcy  of  the  firms  so  as  to  have  an  ad- 
ministration of  the  firm  assets,  in  order  that 
the  bankrupt  may  be  discharged  from  all  his 
Uabiilties. 

b.  In  obsenoe  of  foint  as$ei9. 

The  decisions  are  practically  unanimous,  un- 
der the  bankruptcy  law  of  1867,  that,  In  the 
absence  of  joint  assets,  a  discharge  in  an  In- 
dividual proceeding  in  bankruptcy  is  effectual 
as  against  the  partnership  debts. 

Where  a  member  of  a  late  copartnership  files 
his  individual  petition  under  the  bankrupt  act, 
and  inserts  In  his  schedules  debts  contracted 
by  the  copartnership;  and  there  are  no  part- 
nership assets  to  be  administered, — he  will  be 
entitled  to  be  discharged  from  all  his  debts,  in- 
dividual as  well  as  copartnership;  and  it  is 
not  necessary  to  make  the  other  partners  par- 
ties to  the  proceeding.  Re  Abbe  (1868)  2  Nat 
Bankr.  Reg.  75,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  4. 

A  petition  was  drawn  for  the  discharge  of 
the  petitioner  Individually;  but,  he  being  the 
•urvlvlng  partner  of  a  firm  all  the  other  mem- 
bers of  which  had  died  insolvent,  and  nearly 
all  of  the  debts  being  firm  debts,  leave  to 
amend  so  as  specifically  to  include  partnership 
liabilities  was  applied  for.  The  court,  in  grant- 
ing the  application,  remarked  that,  without  ex- 
amination of  the  question,  he  was  of  the  opin- 
ion that  a  discharge  granted  in  the  petition  as 
filed  would  discharge  the  petitioner  from  his  co- 
partnership as  well  as  individual  liability ;  but 
that  it  would  certainly  be  safer  to  amend  the 
petition.  Re  Bldwell  (1^68)  2  Nat.  Bankr. 
Reg.  229,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  1,392. 

The  necessity  of  Joining  the  other  members 
of  the  firm  was  declared  to  exist  only  as  to 
copartnerships  actually  existtag,  or  where  there 
69  L.  R.  A. 


are  assets  belonging  to  the  firm,  and  not  to  co- 
partnerships previously  terminated  by  bank- 
ruptcy, insolvency,  assignment,  or  otherwise, 
in  Re  Winkens  (1869)  2  Nat  Bankr.  Reg.  349. 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  17,876. 

Where  there  are  no  partnership  assets  to  be 
collected  and  paid  out,  one  member  of  a  former 
partnership  may  be,  upon  his  individual  peti- 
tion, discharged  from  all  his  debts,  partnership 
and  privateu  Re  Marks  (1877)  Fed.  Cas.  No. 
9,094. 

It  is  stated,  obiter.  In  Honegger  v.  Wettstein 

(1881)  16  Jones  ft  8.  125,  that  a  member  of  a 
late  partnership  may,  upon  his  individual  peti- 
tion, be  discharged  from  all  his  debts,  part- 
nership as  well  as  individual,  provided  there 
are  no  partnership  assets. 

A  former  partner  petitioning  alone^  after  dis- 
solution of  the  partnership,  and  when  there  are 
no  assets  In  existence,  is,  by  the  order  of  dis- 
charge, discharged  from  all  debU,  both  part- 
nership and   Individual.     Keeler  v.    Snodgrass 

(1882)  8  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  490. 

It  is  declared  in  Sarver  v.  Scarlett  (1883)  9 
Ohio  L.  J.  812,  citing  Keeler  v.  Snodgrass,  8 
Ohio  Dec.  Reprint,  400,  that,  where  a  part- 
ner in  an  individual  proceeding  in  bankruptcy 
states  lils  Joint  debts,  the  discharge  obtained 
is  against  them  as  well  as  his  Individual  debts. 

If  there  are  no  partnership  assets,  partner- 
ship claims  are  provable  in  an  individual  pro- 
ceeding by  one  of  the  partners ;  and,  therefore, 
the  discharge  of  a  partner  therein  relieves  him 
from     firm    liabilities.      Curtis    v.    Woodward 

(1883)  58  Wis.  499,  46  Am.  Rep.  647,  17  N.  W. 
828. 

When,  before  the  individual  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy of  one  of  the  members  was  filed,  the 
firm  had  been  dissolved,  and  a  general  assign- 
ment made  of  all  its  property,  the  discharge 
granted  operates  as  a  discharge  of  partnership 
liabilities  as  well  as  of  Individual  indebted- 
ness. West  Philadelphia  Bank  v.  Oerry  (1887  > 
106  N.  Y.  467,  IS  N.  E.  453. 

In  one  case,  Daugherty  v.  Strauss  (1880)  1 
Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas.  (White  &  W.)  p.  509,  It 
does  not  appear  whether  partnership  assets 
existed  or  not.  It  was  held  therein  that  a  dis- 
charge in  bankruptcy  of  a  member  of  a  co- 
partnership releases  him,  not  only  from  his  In- 
dividual debts,  but  from  the  debts  of  the  firm 
also. 
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of  one  member."  In  Re  Meyers,  96  Fed. 
408,  relied  upon  by  appellant,  upon  an  ob- 
jection to  discharge  on  the  ground  of  fraud, 
there  were  independent  and  merely  Individ- 
ual proceedings  by  the  two  partners.  The 
petition  asked  for  discharge  of  both  indi- 
vidual and  partnership  debts.  Brown,  J., 
said  (p.  411):  "No  adjudication  of  the 
firm  as  a  bankrupt  is  asked,  nor  could  such 
an  adjudication  be  made  without  a  formal 
application  therefor,  and  the  presence  of 
both  partners  in  the  same  proceedings. 
Where  there  are  absolutely  no  firm  assets, 
separate  proceedings  may  be  valid,  and  a 
discharge  of  each  partner  separately  may 
possibly  be  had,  because  the  firm  debts  are 
several  as  well  as  joint.'*  Appellant  also 
relies  largely  upon  Re  Mercur,  68  C.  C.  A. 


472,  122  Fed.  389.  That  case  involves  an 
obviously  difi'erent  state  of  facts,  and  is 
in  its  reasoning  not  of  necessity  entirely 
inconsistent  with  the  rule  here  applied. 

In  the  early  history  of  partnership  law, 
the  courts  fell  into  the  habit  of  speaking  of 
a  partnership  as  "a  separate  entity."  The 
inaccuracy  and  impropriety  of  such  nomen- 
clature was  so  clearly  and  repeatedly  dem- 
onstrated as  to  lead  to  its  substantial  aban- 
donment. Recent  decisions  on  the  marshal- 
ing of  assets  under  the  present  bankruptcy 
law  have  led  to  the  undesirable  resurrection 
of  the  phrase.  Its  misleading  and  am- 
biguous character  is  well  illustrated  by  the 
subtleties  of  appellant's  brief  and  by  his 
use  of  it  as  a  justification  for  a  fallacious 
conclusion  derived  by  unwarranted  deduc- 


2.    Under  bankruptcy  law  of  1898. 
(a)  In  general. 

There  are  at  least  twQ  classes  of  cases  nnder 
the  bankruptcy  law  of  1898,  In  relation  to  the 
practice  when  Joint  assets  exist. 

Accordinj^  to  one  class,  it  seems  that.  In  or- 
der to  secure  a  discharge  from  firpi  debts,  an 
adjudication  of  the  firm  as  bankrupt,  or  other 
proceedings  in  which  it  is  Joined,  is  necessary 
in  order  to  give  the  trustee  appointed  the  right 
to  interfere  with  the  firm  assets,  and,  also,  in 
order  that  the  rights  and  liabilities  of  all  the 
parties  may  be  arrived  at  In  a  single  proceed- 
ing. 

Thus,  when  there  is  evidence  of  the  existence 
of  firm  assets,  or  circumstances  Justifying  the 
presumption  of  their  existence,  a  discharge 
from  11  rm  debts  cannot  be  had  In  individual 
proceedings  by  the  partners;  the  partnership 
itself  must  be  brought  into  bankruptcy,  and  the 
firm  assets  duly  administered  In  a  single  pro- 
ceeding.    Re  Meyers  (1899)  96  Fed.  408. 

Whenever  a  person  who  is  a  member  of  an 
existing  partnership,  or  who  was  a  member  of 
a  defunct  partnership,  desires  to  go  Into  a 
court  of  bankruptcy,  he  must  bring  the  firm 
and  the  other  partners  Into  court  with  him; 
so  long  as  there  Is  partnership  property  to  be 
administered  or  partnership  debts  to  be  paid, 
"trerybody,  whether  creditors  or  partners,  hav- 
ing an  interest  in  the  fund  or  in  the  liability 
existing,  should  be  before  the  court,  .  .  . 
to  the  end  that,  when  the  proceeding  is  closed, 
tlie  rights  and  liabilities  of  all  parties  shall  be 
determined  for  all  time."  Re  Freund  (1809) 
1  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  25. 

A  partner  cannot  obtain  a  discharge  from 
partnership  liabilities,  unless  there  are  pro- 
ceedings had  on  behalf  of  the  partnership  it- 
self, or  unless  the  copartners  are  made  parties 
to  the  individual  proceedings.  Re  Elliott 
(1000)  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  350.  Some  of  the  rea- 
sons given  by  the  court  why  a  partner  should 
not  be  discharged  from  firm  obligations  In  the 
absence  of  proceedings  on  behalf  of  the  firm, 
are:  "1.  The  effect  of  a  discharge  In  such 
cases  would  be  to  impose  upon  the  other  part- 
ners who  are  not  parties  to  the  proceedings 
the  entire  obligations  of  the  firm.  2.  The  pres- 
ence of  the  other  partners  may  develop  the  fact 
to  be  that  the  petitioning  Individual  is  really 
Indebted  to  his  late  firm.  3.  The  partners  who 
69  L.  R.  A. 


are  not  frartles  may,  above  all  other,  be  the  par- 
ties who  have  knowledge  of  the  real  financial 
condition  of  the  petitioning  Individual.'* 

Individual  proceedings  against  all  the  mem- 
bers of  a  firm  do  not  authorize  the  trustee  ap- 
pointed to  Interfere  with  firm  assets  in  the  ab- 
sence of  a  petition  and  adjudication  against 
the  firm.  Re  Mercur  (1903)  58  C.  C.  A.  472, 
122  Fed.  389. 

Since,  in  order  to  secure  a  discharge  from 
firm  debts,  there  must  be  an  adjudication  of 
the  firm  as  bankrupt,  and  a  firm  trustee  ap- 
pointed where  there  are  firm  assets,  a  dis- 
charge obtained  in  an  individual  proceeding  dis- 
charges from  individual  liabilities  only.  Dodge 
V.  Kaufman  (1905)  46  Misc.  248,  dl  N.  Y. 
Supp.  727. 

According  to  the  other  class  of  decisions, 
both  firm  and  Individual  assets  and  liabilities 
must  be  scheduled,  and  prayer  be  specifically 
made  for  a  discharge  from  firm  as  well  as  In- 
dividual debts ;  and  due  notice  of  the  pro- 
ceeding and  petition  for  discharge  from  firm 
debts  must  be  given  to  the  remaining  partners 
and  all  firm  creditors. 

The  proper  foundation  to  be  laid  when  a 
partner  In  an  individual  bankruptcy  proceed- 
ing desires  to  be  discharged  also  from  partner- 
ship debts  is  very  explicitly  set  out  In  Re 
Laughlin  (1899)  96  Fed.  589,  8  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  1,  in  the  following  language :  "In  the  pe- 
tition originally  filed  it  should  be  averred  that 
the  petitioner  Is  indebted  in  his  individual  ca- 
pacity, if  such  be  the  fact,  and  also  as  a  mem- 
ber of  a  firm,  naming  it,  and  giving  the  names 
of  the  several  partners ;  and  the  petition  should 
pray  for  a  discharge  from  the  firm  as  well  as 
hLs  Individual  debts.  To  this  petition  should 
be  attached  the  proper  schedules,  setting  forth 
the  firm  debts,  the  firm  property,  if  any,  and  all 
other  matters,  the  same  as  is  required  in  the 
case  of  a  proceeding  brought  by  all  the  partners. 
Schedules  of  the  Individual  property  and  debts 
should  also  be  attached  to  the  petition.  In  the 
notice  to  the  creditors  to  attend  the  first  meet- 
ing, it  should  be  stated  that  the  firm,  as  well  as 
the  individual,  creditors,  are  notified  to  attend, 
as  the  bankrupt  is  seeking  a  discharge  from  both 
classes  of  claims ;  and  also  In  the  petition  for 
a  discharge  a  release  from  the  firm,  as  well  as 
the  individual,  debts,  should  be  asked ;  and,  in 
the  notice  to  creditors  of  the  filing  and  hearing 
upon  the  petition  for  discharge,  the  fact  that 
a  release  from  the  firm   debts   is   prayed   for 
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tions  from  a  fiction  of  law.  His  argument 
commands  admiration  for  its  ingenuity  and 
industry,  but  compels  the  conviction  that 
its  result  would  be  a  plain  perversion  of 
the  letter  and  purposes  of  the  bankruptcy 
law.  The  learned  trial  court  properly 
held  that  the  discharge  in  bankruptcy  oper- 
ated as  a  full  defense. 

2.  The  most  serious  question  in  this  case 
is    this:  Was    the    indebtedness    properly 


scheduled,  so  as  to  give  notice  to  the  plain- 
tiff's assignor?  This  question  must  also  be 
answered  in  the  aflirmative.  In  the  sched- 
ule, the  name  of  the  original  debtor,  the 
nature  and  the  amount  of  the  original  debt, 
are  correctly  stated.  The  evidence  shows 
that  respondent  owed  the  creditor  no  other 
debt.  Notice  was  properly  given. 
Order  affirmed.  .  — 


should 'be  specifically  set  forth.  Notice  of  the 
tiling  of  the  petition,  and  of  the  creditors* 
meetings,  should  be  sent  to  the  nonjoining:  part- 
ner or  partners,  in  order  that,  if  necessary, 
they  may  appear  and  protect  their  rif^hts  and 
interests  in  the  proceedings.  The  attention  of 
the  referees  in  this  district  is  called  to  this 
matter,  and  they  are  instructed  that  It  is  their 
doty  to  examine  all  petitions  referred  to  them ; 
and,  tf  it  appears  that  the  bankrupt  is  seeking 
a  discharge  from  firm,  as  well  as  individual, 
debts,  then,  if  necessary,  the  petition  and 
schedules  must  be  amended  so  as  to  comply 
with  the  foregoing  requirements,  before  the  ad- 
judication is  entered  thereon ;  and  care  must 
be  taken,  in  framing  the  notices  to  creditors, 
that  they  conform  to  the  views  herein  ex- 
pressed." Followed  in  Re  Hartman  (1899)  96 
Fed.  593. 

The  adoption  of  the  practice  above  set  out 
is  apparent  in  a  number  of  subsequent  deci- 
sions. 

Thus,  where,  in  a  voluntary  petition  filed  by 
a  member  of  a  firm,  the  petition  for  adjudica- 
tion, the  notice  to  creditors,  and  the  petition 
for  discharge  make  no  reference  to  firm  liabil- 
ity, and  do  not  ask  any  relief  against  firm 
debts,  a  discharge  granted  on  such  a  record  will 
not  operate  to  bar  firm  debts,  but  will  only  af- 
fect the  debts  owing  by  the  bankrupt  indivlda- 
ally,  notwithstanding  the  schedules  attached 
to  the  petition  show  that  a  large  part  of  the 
indebtedness  of  the  bankrupt  consists  of  firm 
debts.     Re  McFaun   (1899)  96  Fed.  592. 

So,  where  a  partner  in  an  individual  proceed- 
ing desires  a  discharge  against  firm  creditors, 
the  petition  muse  show  that  he  was  a  member 
of  the  firm,  and  must  aver  that  he  asks  a  dis- 
charge from  the  firm,  as  well  as  Individual, 
creditors;  and  this  fact  must  be  set  forth  in 
the  notice  given  to  creditors  for  the  first  meet- 
ing, and  also  in  the  petition  for  discharge,  and 
In  the  notice  to  creditors  thereof.  Re  Russell 
(1899)  97  Fed.  32. 

And  where,  In  an  individual  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy, no  reference  is  made  to  a  firm  which 
had  gone  out  of  business,  but  the  affairs  of 
which  had  not  been  formally  settled,  although 
the  bulk  of  the  indebtedness  set  forth  in  the 
schedules  was  for  goods  purchased  by  the  firm ; 
and  where  the  adjudication  was  entered  against 
the  petitioner  only, — he  is  entitled  to  ask  a 
discharge  only  against  his  individual  creditors. 
Re  Carmichael  (1890)  2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  815. 

Where  two  copartners,  petitioning  as  in- 
dividuals, asked  for  an  adjudication  against 
the  firm,  which  had  been  previously  dissolved, 
but  gave  no  notice  of  the  proceedings  to  the 
other  partners,  who  did  not  join  in,  an  adju- 
dication declarinj?  the  petitioning  partners 
bankrupt  "as  copartners  and  ns  individuals" 
was  vacated.  Re  Altman  (1809)  2  Am.  Bankr. 
<i9  L.  R.  A. 


Rep.  407,  95  Fed.  263,  AflSlrmlng  1  Am.  Bankr. 
Rep.  689. 

An  individual  petition  in  bankruptcy  in  order 
to  obtain  the  petitioner's  discharge  from  the 
firm  debts,  after  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to 
obtain  the  dlschartre  of  the  firm  as  such,  must 
state  the  adjudication  of  the  firm  and  the  mem- 
bers composing  It,  as  bankrupts,  and  must  pray 
for  a  discharge  from  both  firm  and  individual 
debts,  and  show  full  notice  to  creditors  of  those 
facts.  Re  Meyers  (1899)  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  Ill, 
3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  260,  97  Fed  757. 

There  Is  one  decision  under  the  law  of  1898. 
Jarecki  Mfg.  Co.  v.  McElwalne  (1901)  107 
Fed.  249  (III.,  a,  1),  In  harmony  with  the  Eng- 
lish rule. 

b.    In  dbiefuye  of  foint  oeeetB. 
» 

With  one  exception,  the  decisions  under  the 
act  of  1898,  as  under  the  act  of  1867,  agree 
that  a  discharge  in  an  individual  proceeding 
is  effectual  as  against  partnership  debts  In  the 
absence  of  Joint  assets. 

It  is  declared  by  the  court  In  Re  Hirscb 
(1899)  2  N.  B.  N.  Rep.  137,  3  Am.  Bankr.  Rep. 
344,  97  Fed.  671.  that,  under  the  act  of  1S98, 
as  under  the  act  of  1867,  a  partner  may,  at  bis 
option,  proceed  upon  his  individual  petition  for 
his  own  adjudication  and  discharge  without 
reference  to  the  other  partners,  where  all  are 
insolvent,  and  there  are  no  firm  assets  what- 
ever. "There  is  nothing  in  the  present  act  or 
rules  necessarily  excluding  this  course  in  such 
a  case;  it  prejudices  no  one;  and  it  is  recom- 
mended by  its  simplicity  and  convenience  in 
often  avoiding  the  useless  burden  of  proceeding 
adversely  and  by  publication  against  an  in- 
solvent partner  who  may  be  Inimical,  or  whose 
whereabouts  may  be  unknown,  and  whose  pres- 
ence in  the  cause,  real  or  constructive,  would 
not  be  of  the  least  benefit  to  creditors.*' 

It  is  conceded,  obiter,  in  Re  Meyers  (1899) 
1  N.  B.  N.  575,  2  Am.  Bankr.  Rep.  707.  96  Fed. 
408,  that,  where  there  are  absolutely  no  firm 
assets,  a  discharge  of  firm  debts  in  a  separate 
proceeding  may  be  valid,  because  firm  debts  are 
separate  as  well  as  Joint. 

A  partner  who  filed  a  petition  in  bankruptcy 
asking  to  be  adjudged  a  bankrupt,  and  included 
in  his  schedules  partnership  Indebtedness,  and 
gave  notice  of  the  first  meeting  to  both  firm 
and  individual  creditors,  is  by  his  discharge  re- 
leased from  both  firm  and  individual  debts: 
since,  by  the  act  of  1898,  firm  debts  were  prov- 
able against  his  estate,  there  being  no  partner- 
ship assets.    Re  Kaufman  (1905)  136  Fed.  262. 

It  not  appearing  In  Loomis  v.  Wallblom 
that  any  firm  assets  existed,  that  decision  har- 
monizes with  the  cases  above  shown. 

One  decision,  however,  under  the  law  of 
1898.  Is  not  in  line  with  those  above  set  ont. 
it  being  held  that  where,  in  an  individual  peti 
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tlon  in  bankruptcy,  no  reference  was  made  to 
partnership  assets  and  liabilities,  although 
partnership  debts  were  included  in  the  sched- 
nle,  and  a  dlscharsre  was  asked  from  all  debts 
provable  against  the  petitioner's  estate,  he  uMy 
not  have  a  discharge  from  Arm  debts,  although 
the  firm  is  without  assets  and  no  longer  exists, 
and  the  debts  are  barred  by  the  statute  of  limi- 
tations. To  accomplish  that  purpose  in  an  in- 
dividual proceeding,  the  court  declares  that  the 
procedure  should  have  been  as  pointed  out  in 
Re  Laughlin  (1890)  96  Fed.  591.  9uprtt,  III., 
b,  2,  (a).  M.  M.  M. 


Henry  E.  LADD,  Appt, 

V. 

Rosa  WEISKOPF  et  al,  Reapta. 
(62  Minn.  29.) 

•1.  A  decree  of  distribution  by  the 
probate  court  construed  as  assigning  the 
entire  estate  in  the  property  of  the  deceased 
to  the  persons  therein  named,  to  wit,  a  life 
estate  to  the  widow  and  a  vested  remainder 
to  seven  others,  share  and  share  alike. 

3.  A  decree  of  a  probate  court,  havlnir 
Jarladlctlon,  aulffninv  tbe  residue  of 
the  estate  of  the  deceased  person,  is  con- 
clusive upon  all  persons  interested  In  the 
estate,  whether  then  in  being  or  not.  It  is 
in  the  nature  of  a  judgment  l»  rem,  which 
binds  all  the  world. 

3.  "Where  the  contract  between  ven- 
dor and  sendee  calls  for  <<flroodV  title, 
the  vendee  is  entitled  to  a  title  that  is 
''marketable,"  as  well  as  good  in  fact.  He  is 
not  bound  to  accept  a  title  which  is  so  doubt- 
ful as  to  be  unmarketable;  and  the  rule  is 
the  same  whether  the  action  is  one  brought 
by  tbe  vendor  to  compel  specific  performance, 
or  by  the  vendee  to  recover  back  his  earnest 
money.  But  a  title  is  not  unmarketable, 
within  the  meaning  of  this  rule,  where  no 
question  of  fact  is  involved,  but  only  one 
of  law,  arising  exclusively  upon  the  construc- 
tion of  a  record  muniment  of  title,  and  all 
parties  in  interest  are  before  the  court,  so 
that  its  decision  will  be  a  final  determination 
of  the  matter.  Hence,  a  doubt  as  to  the  con- 
struction of  a  decree  of  distribution  by  a 
probate  court,  which  is  conclusive  upon  all 
parties  interested  in  the  estate,  will  not 
render  a  title  unmarketable  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  rule. 

(July  10,  1895.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  an  order  of  the 
District  Court  for  Hennepin  County 
<loiiying  a  new  trial  after  verdict  for  defend- 
ants in  an  action  brought  to  rescind  a  con- 

^Headnotes  by  Mitc'HBll,  J. 


Note. — As  to  what  Is  a  marketable  title,  see 
Moot  V.  Business  Men's  Invest.  Asso.  45  L.  R.  A. 
666;  Baldwin  v.  Trimble,  36  L.  R.  A.  489: 
Moore  v.  Williams,  5  L.  R.  A.  654  ;  Townshend 
V.  Goodfellow,  3  L.  R.  A.  739;  Kullmann  v. 
<Tox.  r>:i  L.  R.  A.  884 ;  and  the  case  succeeding 
this  ono,  of  Talor  v.  Evans. 
60  L.  II.  A. 


tract  for  the  purchase  of  real  estate  because 
of  a  defect  in  defendants*  title,  and  to  re- 
cover purchase  money  paid  upon  the  con- 
tract.    Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Jaokson  ft  Atwater,  for  appel- 
lant: 

Under  the  will  of  Leopold  Weiskopf,  the 
ultimate  remander-men  are  such  of  the  tes- 
tator's children  (and  children  of  any  de- 
ceased child)  as  may  survive  the  testator's 
widow,  Rosa.  Until  her  death  it  will  be 
impossible  to  determine  who  these  remain- 
der-men are. 

Armstrong  v.  Armstrong,  54  Minn.  248, 
55  N.  W.  971;  Fleming  v.  Bumham,  100  N. 
Y.  1,  2  N.  E.  905;  Radley  v.  Kuhn,  97  N. 
Y.  26;  Wells  v.  Wells,  88  N.  Y.  333;  Mon- 
argue  v.  Monarque,  80  N.  Y.  324;  Teed  ▼. 
Morton,  60  N.  Y.  506;  20  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc. 
Law,  p.  838,  notes,  title  Remainders ;  Har- 
ris v.  Strodl,  132  N.  Y.  392,  30  N.  E.  962; 
Kilpatrick  v.  Barron,  125  N.  Y.  751,  26  N. 
E.  925. 

The  title  of  the  testator's  children,  and 
the  title  which  would  pass  by  their  deed, 
cannot  be  a  title  in  fee  simple  absolute,  and 
is  not,  therefore,  such  title  as  the  vendee 
had  a  right  to  require  and  receive  under  his 
contract. 

Cogan  ▼.  Oook,  22  Minn.  137;  Fleming  v. 
Bumham,  100  N.  Y.  1,  2  N.  E.  905;  Kil- 
patHck  V.  Barron,  125  N.  Y.  751,  26  N.  E. 
925;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Home  v. 
Thompson,  108  N.  Y.  618,  15  N.  E.  193; 
Armstrong  v.  Armstrong,  54  Minn.  248,  55 
N.  W.  971. 

The  executors  in  no  manner  represented 
these  unborn  grandchildren  devisees;  there 
is  no  privity  between  them,  and  they,  the 
devisees,  are  not  bound  by  the  judgment. 

Dale  V.  Rosevelt,  I  Paige,  35;  Osgood  v. 
Manhattan  Co.  3  Cow.  622,  15  Am.  Dec. 
304;  Mason  v.  Peter,  1  Munf.  446;  Kent  v. 
St.  Michael  Church,  136  N.  Y.  10,  18  L.  R. 
A.  331,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  693,  32  N.  E.  704; 
Monarque  v.  Monarque,  80  N.  Y.  320;  Davis 
V.  Hudson,  29  Minn.  36,  11  N.  E.  136. 

A  decree  of  distribution  is  not  binding  on 
heirs  or  devisees  who  were  not  personally 
served  or  present  in  court,  and  especially 
in  the  case  of  uuborn  or  afterbom  heirs  or 
devisees. 

Ruth  v.  Oherhrunner,  40  Wis.  238;  Bresee 
V.  Stiles,  22  Wis.  120;  Black,  Judgm.  f§ 
560,  638,  643;  Brigham  v.  Fayerweather, 
140Ma.s8.  411,  5  N.  E.  265. 

The  purchaser  is  entitled  to  a  marketable 
title.  He  should  be  protected  against  the 
risk  suggested. 

Moore  v.  Appleby,  108  N.  Y.  241,  15  N. 
E.  377 ;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Home 
V.  Thompson.  108  N.  Y.  618.  15  N.  E.  195; 
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Harris  v.  Strodl,  132  N.  Y.  392,  30  N.  E. 
9<i2. 

A  probate  court  has  no  jurisdiction  to  re- 
form a  will. 

Sherwood  v.  Shertoood,  46  Wis.  357,  30 
Am.  Rep.  767;  Christian  v.  Colbert,  33 
Minn.  509,  24  N.  W.  301. 

The  title  was  doubtful  and  not  "market- 
able," and,  as  such,  the  purchaser  ought  not 
to  be  required  to  take  it. 

Moore  v.  Appleby,  108  N.  Y.  241,  15  N. 
K.  377;  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  Home 
V.  Thompson,  108  N.  Y.  618,  15  N.  E.  195. 

The  action  is  brought  on  in  proper  form. 

15  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  640;  2  Po^m. 
Eq.  Jur.  §  849;  Champlin  v.  Lay  tin,  1  Edw. 
Ch.  467;  Boas  v.  Farrington,  85  Cal.  535, 
24  Pac.  787. 

On  petition  for  rehearing. 

Under  a  contract  for  the  sale  of  real  es- 
tate, the  vendee  has  the  right,  not  merely 
to  have  conveyed  to  him  a  good  title,  but 
an  indubitable  title. 

Swayne  v.  Lyon,  67  Pa.  436;  Dobbs  v. 
Norcross,  24  N.  J.  Eq.  327. 

The  probate  court  has  undoubted  power 
to  make  such  revision  of  its  decree,  and  to 
make  it  even  against  purchasers,  if  they 
are  properly  served  with  notice  of  the  ap- 
plication. 

McNatnara  v.  Casserly,  61  Minn.  336,  63 
N.  W.  880. 

In  what  manner  such  power  might  be 
exercised,  and  how  far  its  exercise  would  be 
approved  by  the  various  appellate  courts 
through  which  the  litigation  might  drag, 
would  be  a  chance  which  the  unfortunate 
purchaser  would  have  to  take. 

The  giving  of  notice  to  a  nonresident  is 
jurisdictional;  and  a  failure  to  give  it  is 
fatal  to  the  decree  of  distribution. 

Ruth  V.  Oberbrunner,  40  Wis.  238. 

It  is  because  of  the  very  doubt  as  to  the 
construction  which  the  court  of  last  resort 
may  place  on  ambiguous  or  uncertain  lan- 
guage in  a  will  that  specific  performance  has 
been  denied  in  a  large  number  of  adjudged 
cases. 

Messrs,  Shaw  ft  Cray,  for  respondents: 

The  probate  judgment  adjudges  and  de- 
clares the  legal  elfect  of  said  will,  and  as- 
signs the  land  in  question  in  accordance 
with  the  legal  efTcct,  and  vests  in  .Rosa 
Weiskopf  a  life  estate,  and  the  remainder 
in  the  other  devisees  named,  in  undivided 
interests,  share  and  share  alike.  This  judg- 
ment is  conclusive,  and  cannot  be  attacked 
collaterally. 

Davis  V.  Hudson,  29  Minn.  27,  11  N.  W. 
136;  State  ex  rel,  Martin  v.  Ueland,  30 
Minn.  277,  15  N.  W.  245;  Greemoood  v. 
Murray,  26  Minn.  259,  2  N.  W.  945 ;  Wood 
v.  Myrick,  16  Minn.  494,  Gil.  447;  Dayton 
V.  Mintzer,  22  Minn.  393;  Huntsman  v. 
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Hooper,  32  Minn.  163,  20  N.  W.  127;  Re 
Mousseau,  30  Minn.  202,  14  N.  W.  887; 
Baloh  V.  Hooper,  32  Minn.  158,  20  N.  W. 
124. 

This  judgment  construes  the  w^ill  of  Leo- 
pold Weiskopf,  determines  and  declares  its 
effect,  and  assigns  the  whole  estate  in  thi:$ 
land  specifically. 

This  judgment,  standing  unappealed  from 
and  unreversed,  is  conclusive  and  binding 
as  the  law  of  that  case,  whether  or  not  the 
judgment  is  such  as  this  court  would  havp 
pronounced,  .  upon  a  consideration  of  the 
original  question  of  the  construction  of  said 
will. 

An  estate  for  life,  with  remainder  to  per- 
sons named,  constitutes  and  comprises  the 
whole  estate. 

2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  3d  ed.  497,  498: 
Kent,  Com.  9th  ed.  p.  227 ;  MiUer  v.  Caragh- 
er,  35  Hun,  485. 

If  the  probate  judge  has,  by  any  inad- 
vertence, named  that  a  conclusion  of  fact- 
which  is  in  truth  a  conclusion  of  law,  that 
inadvertence  will  not  be  suffered  to  destroy 
or  impair  the  legal  effect  of  the  judgment. 

Dai>is  V.  Hudson,  29  Minn.  36,  UN.  W. 
136;  ChiU  v.  Morgan,  51  Minn.  116,  62  N. 
W.  1127. 

The  law  has  committed  all  this  juris- 
diction to  the  probate  court.  The  conclu- 
sive presumption  is  that  it  will  be  himestly 
exercised. 

With  respect  to  the  matter  and  property 
concerning  which  it  adjudges,  and  upon 
w^hich  it  operates,  what  it  adjudges  is  bind- 
ing and  conclusive  as  against  all  persons 
then  in  being  or  afterwards  to  come  into 
being;   in  other  words,  against  the  world. 

Thompson  v.  Myrick,  24  Minn.  4;  Ames 
V.  Slater,  27  Minn.  70,  6  N.  W.  418;  Allis 
V.  Dctvidson,  23  Minn.  442. 

\Vhen  the  statute  declares  in  terms  that 
the  final  decree  of  the  probate  court  in  the 
assignment  of  an  estate  ''shall  be  bindin? 
on  all  persons  interested  in  the  estate,"  it 
can  mean  nothing  less  than  that  all  such 
persons  are  parties  thereto,  and  to  the  pro* 
ceeding  in  which  such  decree  was  rendered, 
and  are  bound  by  it. 

Osgood  V.  Manhattan  Co,  3  Cow.  622,  15 
Am.  Dec.  304 ;  Mason  v.  Peter,  I  Munf.  446. 

Upon  the  face  of  the  will  as  to  questions 
of  original  construction,  those  questions 
must  be  determined  against  the  plaintiff, 
and  in  favor  of  the  defendants. 

The  freehold  can  never  be  placed  in  abey- 
ance. 

Lyle  V.  Richards,  9  Serg.  &  R.  322. 

The  interests  in  the  remainder  of  this  es- 
tate, as  to  the  land  in  question,  or  that  re- 
mainder, were  vested.  If  vested,  then  the 
title  to  this  land  is  now,  under  the  true 
construction  of  said  will,  a  life  estate  in 
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the  widow,  Rosa  Weiskopf,  and  the  remain- 
der in  the  children  of  the  testator  named 
in  his  will. 

Moore  v.  Lyons,  25  Wend.  119;  Living' 
8ton  V.  Oreene,  52  N.  Y.  118;  Heilman  v. 
Heilman,  129  Ind.  59,  28  N.  E.  310;  2  Redf. 
Wills,  S  218;  Harris  v.  Carpenter,  109  Ind. 
540,  10  N.  K  422. 
• 

Mitehelly  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  question  in  this  case  is  whether  the 
title  tendered  by  defendants  to  plaintiflF  was 
<rood.  The  facts  are  these:  One  Leopold 
Weiskopf  died  testate,  and  seised  of  cer- 
tain r€»il  estate,  including  the  tracts  here 
involved.  The  material  provisions  of  his 
will  are  as  follows:  (1)  "I  give,  devise, 
and  bequeath  unto  my  devoted  wife,  Rosa 
Weiskopf,  for  and  during  the  remainder 
of  her  natural  life,  all  these  certain  land-% 
and  real  estate  situate  in  said  county  of 
Hennepin  and  state  of  Minnesota,  described 
&»  follows:  [Here  follow  descriptions  of 
property,  which  include  all  the  tracts  in 
question  except  lot  12,  block  5,  Hancock  & 
Rice's  addition  to  Minneapolis.]  And  it  is 
my  will  that,  from  and  after  the  death  of 
my  said  wife,  Rosa,  and  I  hereby  direct, 
give,  devise,  and  bequeath,  upon  her  de- 
cease, all  the  above-mentioned  real  and  per- 
sonal property  unto  our  beloved  children, 
Samuel  Weiskopf,  Henry  Weiskopf,  David 
Weiskopf,  Bertha  Weiskopf,  Anna  Markens 
(formerly  Weiskopf),  Georgiana  Weiskopf, 
and  William  Weiskopf,  or  to  such  of  them 
as  shall  be  living  at  the  time  of  their  said 
mother,  Rosa's,  death,  to  them,  their  heirs, 
executors,  administrators,  and  assigns  for- 
ever, to  be  equally  divided  between  them, 
share  and  share  alike, — the  child  or  chil- 
dren of  any  deceased  of  our  said  children, 
should  any  be  deceased  at  said  time,  to  rep- 
resent his  or  her  parent,  and  be  entitled 
to  take  and  receive  the  same  shares  therein 
as  their,  his,  or  her  respective  parent  or 
parents  would  be  entitled  to,  if  then  living. 
.  .  .  (6)  I  give,  devise,  and  bequeath  all 
the  rest  residue,  and  remainder  of  my  es- 
tate, of  whatsoever  kind  or  sort,  and  where- 
soever situated  not  hereinbefore  given  and 
disposed  o%  unto  my  said  children,  to  wit, 
Harry,  David,  Bertha,  Samuel,  Anna,  Geor- 
giana, and  William,  their  heirs,  executors, 
administrators,  and  assigns,  to  and  for 
them,  respectively,  share  and  share  alike, 
and  to  and  for  their  respective  use,  abso- 
lutely and  forever." 

The  will  was  duly  proved.  After  pay- 
ment of  all  claims  against  the  estate,  ex- 
penses of  administration,  and  all  specific 
and  general  legacies,  the  probate  court,  up- 
on application  of  the  executors,  and  upon 
due  notice,  made  a  decree  of  distribution 
(JU  L.  R.  A. 


of  the  residue  of  the  estate  in  and  by  which, 
after  finding  that  the  real  estate  in  ques- 
tion (specifically  describing  it)  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  executors  for  distribution, 
further  found,  determined,  and  decreed  "that 
by  his  said  last  will  and  testament  testator 
devised  the  above-described  parcels  .  .  . 
to  Rosa  Weiskopf  for  life;  and  the  remain- 
der therein  and  all  said  other  described  real 
estate  he  devised  to  his  children,  Harry 
Weiskopf,  David  Weiskopf,  Bertha  Weiskopf, 
Samuel  Weiskopf,  Anna  Markens,  Georgina 
or  Georgiana  Weiskopf,  and  William  Weis- 
kopf, share  and  share  alike.  As  conclusions 
of  law,  the  court  finds  that  said  devises 
are  all  valid  and  operative,  and  that  the 
said  devisees  are  entitled  to  said  real  estate 
according  to  the  terms  of  said  will.  On 
motion  of  Messrs.  Shaw  &  Cray,  attorneys 
for  said  petitioners,  it  is  ordered,  adjudged, 
and  decreed  that  the  above-described  real 
estate  be,  and  the  same  hereby  is,  assigned  to 
the  said  devisees,  according  to  the  terms  and 
provisions  of  the  said  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  the  deceased."  This  decree  was 
rendered  in  1886,  and  remains  in  full  force, 
and  has  never  been  appealed  from.  Rosa, 
the  widow  of  the  testator,  and  all  of  his 
seven  children  named  in  the  will,  are  still 
living;  and  it  is  their  title,  or  title  derived 
from  them,  which  was  tendered  to  plaintiff. 
Defendants'  oontentibns  are  (1)  that  this 
decree  of  distribution  adjudges  that  the  dev- 
isees named,  to  wit,  the  widow  and  seven 
children,  were  entitled  to  the  property,  and 
that  it  assigned  the  whole  estate  in  the  lands 
to  them,  and  that  such  decree  of  distribu- 
tion is  conclusive  and  binding  upon  the 
whole  world;  (2)  but,  even  if  the  decree  it 
not  conclusive  and  the  question  of  the  con- 
struction of  the  will  is  still  an  open  one,  then 
upon  the  face  of  the  will  it  devises  a  life 
estate  in  the  lands  to  the  widow,  Rosa,  and 
a  vested  remainder  to  the  seven  children 
named,  share  and  share  alike.  On  the  other 
hand,  plaintiff's  contentions  are :  ( 1 )  That 
the  remainder-men  under  the  will  are,  not 
the  seven  children  named,  but  such  of  them, 
and  the  children  of  any  of  them  that  have 
deceased,  as  may  survive  the  widow;  and 
that  the  children,  if  any,  of  the  decease<l 
children  will  take  by  virtue  of  the  will,  and 
not  by  inheritance  from  their  deceased  par- 
ents; hence,  until  the  death  of  the  widow, 
it  will  be  impossible  to  determine  who  these 
remainder-men  are.  (2)  That  the  decree  of 
the  probate  court  does  not  purport  to  as- 
sign the  whole  estate  in  the  land  to  the  dev- 
isees named,  but  merely  assigns  it  to  them 
according  to  the  terms  and  provisions  of 
the  will ;  so  that  we  are  referred  back  to  the 
will  to  ascertain  how  the  property  is  de- 
vised. (3)  But,  even  if  the  decree  did  as- 
sume to  assign  the  entire  estate4n  the  land 
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to  the  devisees  named,  it  would  not  be  bind- 
ing upon  the  unborn  issue  of  deceased  chil- 
dren, if  any,  who  might  be  living  at  the 
death  of  the  widow,  and  who  would  take 
as  remainder-men  under  the  will.  (4) That, 
even  if  the  title  was  in  fact  good,  it  was 
not  marketable. 

Under  the  view  we  take  of  the  case,  it 
becomes  unnecesary  to  consider  what  would 
be  the  proper  construction  of  the  will  as  an 
original  question,  for  the  reason  that  we 
are  of  opinion  that  the  decree  of  the  pro- 
bate court  must  be  construed  as  assigning 
the  entire  estate  in  the  lands  to  the  devi- 
sees named,  and  that,  whether  this  was  in 
accordance  with  the  correct  construction  of 
the  will  or  not,  it  is  conclusive  and  binding 
upon  "all  parties  interested  in  the  estate  of 
the  deceased,"  whether  in  being  at  the  time 
or  not.  The  argument  of  counsel  for  plain- 
tiff is  that  the  only  operative  adjudication 
is  the  last  clause,  whereby  it  is  ordered  that 
the  real  estate  be  and  hereby  is  assigned 
''to  the  said  devisees,  according  to  the  terms 
and  provisions  of  said  last  will  and  testa- 
ment of  the  deceased;"  that  this  does  ifoi 
attempt  to  define  the  nature  or  extent  of 
the  estate  assigned,  but  merely  refers  back 
to  the  terms  of  the  will  itself.  It  seems 
to  us  that  any  such  view  of  the  meaning 
and  effect  of  the  decree  is  untenable. 
Whenever  the  jurisdiction  of  a  court  is  prop- 
erly invoked  it  is  the  duty  of  the  court  to 
exercise  that  jurisdiction,  and  render  an  ef- 
fective judgment  upon  the  subject-matter 
brought  before  it.  This  must  be  presumed 
to  have  been  what  the  court  intended  to 
do  in  this  case.  But,  if  plaintiff's  conten- 
tion is  correct,  then  the  decree  amounted  to 
an  adjudication  of  nothing.  Moreover,  if 
plaintiff's  construction  of  the  will  is  correct, 
there  could  be  no  assignment  of  the  prop- 
erty until  the  death  of  the  widow,  for  until 
that  event  occurred  it  could  not  be  deter- 
mined who  a  single  one  of  the  remainder- 
men would  be.  When  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  was  invoked  in  this  instance  it 
became  his  duty  to  construe  the  will,  de- 
termine its  legal  effect,  and  assign  the  prop- 
erty in  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the 
will  as  thus  construed.  It  seems  to  us  that 
this  is  precisely  what  the  court  has  done 
in  this  instance;  and  thnt  there  is  no  room 
for  reasonable  doubt,  either  as  to  how  he 
construed  the  \^nll,  or  as  to  the  meaning 
and  effect  of  the  decree  of  assignment,  when 
all  parts  of  it  are  taken  together.  The 
court  first  construed  the  will  as  devising  a 
life  estate  to  the  widow,  Rosa,  and  the  re- 
mainder to  the  seven  children  named,  share 
and  share  alike.  It  then  determines  that 
these  devises  are  valid,  and  that  said  dev- 
isees (the  widow  and  seven  children) are 
entitled  to  said  real  estate  according  to  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


terms  of  said  will,  which  must  mean  as  thus 
construed.  The  court  then  orders  and  ad- 
judges that  the  above-described  real  estate 
(not  a  part  of  it,  or  a  contingent  remainder, 
or  a  vested  remainder  subject  to  defeasance, 
but  a  vested  estate  in  the  whole  of  it)  b<' 
and  the  same  hereby  is,  assigned  to  said 
devisees, — that  is,  to  the  widow  and  all  the 
seven  children  and  not  to  such  of  them  as 
should  survive  their  mother,  or  to  the  chil- 
dren of  such  of  them  as  might  be  then  de- 
ceased. It  is  true  he  then  adds,  ''according 
to  the  terms  and  provisions  of  said  last  will," 
etc.;  but,  in  view  of  the  adjudications  which 
have  preceded,  this  clearly  means  according 
to  the  terms  and  provisions  of  the  will  as 
thus  c<»n$trued.  The  fact  that  this  con- 
struction is  called  a  finding  of  fact,  inatead 
of  a  conclusion  of  law;  or  that  it  is  not 
preceded  by  the  formal  words  "ordered  and 
decreed," — ^is  of  no  importance.  It  is  a 
clear  and  explicit  adjudication  of  the  main 
question  presented  to  him,  to  wit.  Who  were 
entitled  to  the  property  under  the  terms  of 
the  will?  This  being  determined,  all  that 
remained  to  be  done  was  to  assign  it  accord- 
ingly. The  statute  requires  that  '*in  such 
decree  the  court  shall  name  the  persons  and 
the  proportions  or  parts  to  which  each  is 
entitled."  This  the  court-  has  done,  al- 
though perhaps  not  in  the  most  formal  man- 
ner. Taking  the  entire  decree  together,  the 
force  and  effect  of  it  is  to  assign  a  life  estate 
to  the  widow  and  the  remainder  to  the  seven 
children  named  in  the  will  and  the  decree, 
share  and  share  alike.  See  I  Freeman, 
Judgm.  §  47,  and  cases  cited. 

Whether  this  decree  was  in  aooordance 
with  the  correct  construction  of  the  will  or 
not,  it  is  binding  and  conclusive  upon  all 
pc-rsons  interested  in  the  estate  of  the  de- 
ceased, whether  under  disability  or  not,  or 
whether  then  in  being  or  not.  Oreenwood 
V.  Muiray,  26  Minn.  259,  2  N.  W.  945. 
Counsel  admits  the  general  rule,  but  insists 
that  it  is  inapplicable  to  persons  who  were 
not  born  when  the  decree  was  rendered,  and 
who  iKould  take,  if  at  all,  under  the  will, 
and  not  under  or  i^  privity  with  any  person 
in  bt'ing  at  the  date  of  the  decree, — that 
such  persons  cannot  be  parties  to  the  pro- 
ceeding, either  in  person  or  bt  represen- 
tation, and  hence  are  not  bound  by  it.  This 
argument  is  based  upon  a  false  conception 
of  the  nature  of  the  proceedings.  Proceed- 
ings in  the  probate  court  are  not  an  action 
between  party  and  party,  but  are  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  proceeding  in  rem,  acting  direct- 
ly on  the  rc8,  which  is  the  estate  of  the  de- 
ceased. If  the  court  had  jurisdiction  of  the 
estate,  and  the  jurisdiction  is  properly  in- 
voked, of  which  there  is  no  question  in  this 
case,  a  decree  of  distribution  is  a  judgment 
in  rem,  which  conclu^^ively  determines  the 
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right  of  all  parties  interested  in  the  estate 
just  as  fully  as  a*  decree  in  admiralty  or 
any  other  judgment  in  rem.  It  is  on  this 
ground  that  it  has  been  held  that,  as  re- 
spects proceedings  for  the  probate  of  wills, 
or  on  the  administration  of  the  estates  of 
deceased  persons,  it  is  not  necessary  to  ap- 
point a  guardian  for  minors  interested  in 
the  estate.  Re  Mouaaeau,  30  Minn.  202,  14 
N.  W.  887;  Huntsman  ▼.  Hooper,  32  Minn. 
163,  20  N.  W.  127.  There  is  no  diflference 
in  principle  between  the  case  of  persons  in 
being  who  are  under  disability  and  persons 
yet  unborn.  The  logic  of  counsel's  argu- 
ment would  be  equally  applicable  to  any 
other  decree  or  order  of  the  probate  court 
affecting  the  estate  of  the  testator,  as,  for 
example  admitting  his  will  to  probate;  and 
the  result  would  be  that  nothing  oould  ever 
be  conclusively  determined  as  to  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  person,  for  often  it  could  not 
be  positively  assured  that  some  person  might 
not  afterwards  come  into  being  who  would 
be  interested  in  the  estate. 

One  of  the  tracts  of  which  the  testator 
«'ie<l  Heised.  and  the  title  to  which  is  here 
involved,  is  lot  12,  block  5,  in  Hancock  &, 
Rice's  addition  to  Minneapolis.  This  is  not 
included  in  the  descriptions  contained  in 
the  second — ^the  first  above  quoted — par- 
agraph of  the  will;  but  there  is  included  a 
description  of  lot  8,  blodc  5,  in  the  same  ad- 
dition ;  and  the  probate  court,  in  the  decree 
of  distribution,  finds  that  this  was  a  mis- 
take in  the  will,  and  that  what  the  testator 
intended  to  devise  was  lot  12.  The  point 
is  made  that  a  probate  court  has  no  power 
to  reform  a  will.  This  matter  is  wholly 
immaterial,  for  the  reason  that,  if  lot  12 
did  not  pass  under  the  specific  devise  in  para- 
graph 2,  it  did  pass  to  the  same  parties 
under  the  general  residuary  devise  in  para- 
graph 6  of  the  will. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  point  that  the 
deed  of  Harry  Weiskopf  (who  was  not  a 
party  to  the  contract)  to  his  codevisec 
Georgiana  Weiskopf  did  not  convey  to  her 
all  his  interest  or  estate  in  the  premises. 

The  last  point  made  by  plaintiff  is  that, 
although  the  title  tendered  him  may  be  good 
in  fact,  yet  it  was  involved  in  so  much  le- 
gal doubt  as  to  be  unmarketable,  and  there- 
fore he  was  not  bound  to  accept  it.  Al- 
though the  contract  only  calls  for  a  good 
title,  yet  we  have  no  .doubt  that  he  was  en- 
titled not  merely  to  a  title  good  in  fact, 
but  to  a  marketable  title.  Neither  do  we 
assent  to  the  distinction  sought  to  be  made 
by  defendants'  counsel  between  an  action  in 
equity  to  compel  specific  performance  and 
an  action  at  law  to  recover  purchase  money, 
or  to  recover  back  earnest  money.  A  court 
refuses  to  compel  specific  performance  on 
the  ground  that  the  title  is  unmarketable, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


not  because  the  granting  of  such  relief  is  a 
matter  in  the  discretion  of  the  court,  but 
because  the  vendee  has  not  been  tendered 
what  he  is  entitled  to  according  to  the  terms 
of  his  contract.  And,  if  the  title  tendered 
is  not  what  he  is  entitled  to,  why  should  he 
be  compelled  to  pay  for  what  he  is  not 
bound  to  accept?  The  rule  is  the  same 
whether  the  action  is  one  by  the  vendor  to 
compel  specific  performance,  or  one  by  him 
to  recover  purchase  money,  or  one  by  the 
vendee  to  recover  back  his  earnest  money. 
In  each  case  the  question  is,  Was  the  title 
marketable?  The  distinction  between  ac- 
tions at  law  and  actions  in  equity,  made  in 
Romilly  v.  James,  6  Taunt.  263,  if  it  ever 
was  good  law,  is  not  so  now  under  our  judi- 
cial system,  where  all  distinctions  between 
courts  of  equity  and  courts  of  law  have  been 
done  away  with.  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church  Home  v.  Thompson,  108  N.  Y.  618, 
15  N.  E.  193;  Moore  v.  Williams,  116  N.  Y. 
586,  6  L.  R.  A.  654,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  844,  22 
N.  £.  233.  Therefore  the  question,  in  this 
action  by  the  vendee  to  recover  back  earnest 
money,  is.  Was  the  title  tendered  such  that, 
if  an  action  had  been  brought  by  the  vendor, 
the  court  would  have  decreed  specific  per- 
formance? We  are  of  opinion  that  it  was. 
The  validity  of  the  title  did  not  depend  upon 
matters  of  fact  not  of  record.  The  title 
rested  wholly  upon  record  evidence.  Hence 
'  the  doubt,  if  any,  was  one  purely  of  law,  as 
to  the  construction  and  effect  of  these  rec- 
ords. If  the  insufficiency  of  the  title  had 
depended  upon  the  construction  of  the  will, 
it  would  have  been  unquestionably  doubtful 
and  unmarketable.  But  it  wholly  depended 
upon  the  effect  of  the  decree  of  distribution. 
The  mere  fact  that  la3rmen,  or  even  some 
lawyers,  may  have  had  some  doubt  as  to  the 
conclusiveness  of  the  decrees  of  the  probate 
court  upon  persons  not  in  being  who  may 
be  interested  in  the  estate  of  a  deceased  per- 
son, was  not  such  a  doubt  as  to  render  the 
title  unmarketable  in  any  legal  sense,  or 
constitute  any  ground  for  a  court  refusing 
specific  performance.  The  only  possible 
legal  doubt  worthy  of  consideration  is  as  to 
the  sufficiency  of  the  decree  of  distribution, 
in  form  and  substance,  to  constitute  an  as- 
signment of  the  whole  estate  in  the  prop- 
erty to  the  devisees  named.  Generally, 
where  courts  have  refused  to  compel  specific 
performance  on  the  ground  of  doubt  on  a 
question  of  law  arising  upon  the  construc- 
tion or  legal  effect  of  record  muniments  of 
title,  it  has  been  where  not  only  was  the 
doubt  a  grave  one,  but  where  there  were  in- 
terested parties  not  before  the  court,  and 
consequently  not  bound  by  its  decision,  who 
might  afterwards  subject  the  vendee  to  vex- 
atious and  expensive  litigation.  Except  un- 
der such  circumstances,  the  oourts  have  usu- 
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ally  construed  the  records  for  themselves, 
and  granted  or  refused  specific  performance 
according  as  they  found  the  title  good  or 
bad.  A  title  cannot  be  considered  doubt- 
ful where  there  is  no  question  of  fact  in- 
volved in  a  decision  as  to  its  validity,  but 
one  of  law  only,  upon  which  the  court  where 


the  controversy  is  litigated  is  competent  fi- 
nally to  pass.  Ohesman  v.  CutMninga,  142 
Mass.  65,  7  N.E.  13.  We'  think  this  is  such 
a  case. 

Order  affirmed. 

Rehearing  denied. 


PENNSYLVANIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Benjamin  TAYLOR 

V. 

Margaret  EVANS,  Appt. 

(177  Pa.  286.) 

Paymeiit  of  the  moiiey-  eaniiot  be  en- 
forced under  a  contract  to  purchase 
real  estate  which  stipulates  that  the  prop- 
erty shall  be  clear  of  all  encumbrances,  if  the 
title  has  not  been  accepted,  and  there  la  an 
existing  right  on  the  part  of  a  municipality  to 
open  a  platted  street  over  the  property,  which 
will  destroy  the  buildings  without  making 
compensation  for  them. 

(October  6,  1896.) 

APPEAL  hy  defendant  from  a  Judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  2, 
for  Philadelphia  County  in  favor  of  plain- 
tiff in  an  action  brought  to  recover  the 
amount  alleged  to  be  due  on  a  promissory 
note,  in  which  defendant  set  up  a  counter- 
claim for  damages  for  breach  of  contract 
to  purchase  certain  real  estate.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  J.  Howard  Morrison,  for  appel- 
lant: 

An  encumbrance  is  a  burden  upon  land 
depreciative  of  its  value,  such  as  a  lien, 
easement,  or  servitude,  which,  though  ad- 
verse to  the  interest  of  the  landowner,  does 
not  conflict  with  his  conveyance  of  the  land 
in  fee. 

10  Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc  Law,  p.  361. 

The  mere  existence  of  Hilles  street  upon 
the  plan  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  it  never 
liaving  been  opened,  would  not  bring  it  with- 
in the  definition  of  an  encumbrance,  for  the 
reason  that,  upon  its  opening,  whoever  is 
the  owner  is  entitled  to  be  repaid  for  the 
damage  which  he  suffers. 

2  Greenl.  Ev.  H  242;  Bailey  v.  Milten- 
herger,  31  Pa.  37,  41 ;  Ake  v.  Mason,  101  Pa. 
17;  Memmert  v.  McKeen,  112  Pa,  319,  4 
Atl.  542;  Patterson  v.  Arthurs,  9  Watts, 
152;  DohUns  v.  Brown,  12  Pa.  75;  Wilson 
V.  Cochran,  46  Pa.  229;  Peek  v.  Jones,  70 
Pa.  83. 

If  the  existence  of  the  street  was  either 


Note. — As  to  what  Is  a  marketable  title,  see 
the  preceding  case   of  Ladd   v.   Welskof,   and 
note. 
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an  encumbrance  upon  the  physical  condition 
of  the  property,  or  merely  a  circumstance 
affecting  its  physical  condition,  the  fact 
that  it  was  confirmed  and  upon  the  city 
plans  is  notice. 

Bailey  v.  Miltenberger,  31  Pa,  41 ;  Ake  v. 
Mason,  101  Pa.  21. 

Mr.  IVilllam  H.  Peace,  for  appellee: 

The  case  is  to  be  governed  according  to 
the  principles  of  law  governing  actions  for 
specific  performance. 

Herzberg  v.  Irtoin,  92  Pa.  48;  Nicol  ▼. 
Carr,  36  Pa.  381 ;  Lesley  v.  Morris,  9  Phila. 
110. 

If  Mrs.  Evans  was  not  entitled  to  specific 
performance,  she  could  not  recover  in  this 
action. 

The  presence  of  Hilles  street  running 
through  the  whole  length  of  the  lot  was  an 
encumbrance  or  a  restriction  that  affected 
the  title. 

People's  8av,  Bank  v.  Alexander,  2  Sadler 
(Pa.)  287,  3  Atl.  821. 

Where  there  is  serious  doubt  as  to  the 
meeting  of  the  minds,  equity  will  not  decree 
performance. 

Cortelyou's  Appeal,  102  Pa.  576;  Herman 
V.  Somers,  158  Pa.  424,  38  Am.  St  Kep.  851, 
27  Atl.  1050. 

Notice,  to  bind  in  law,  must  be  given  by 
a  person  interested  in  the  property,  and  in 
the  course  of  the  treaty  for  the  purchase. 

3  Sugden,  Vendors,  pp.  451,  452;  Kerns 
V.  Swope,  2  Watts,  75;  Boggs  v.  Vomer,  6 
Watts  &  S.  469;  Peebles  v.  Reading,  8  Serg. 
&  R.  484. 

Notice  should  be  actual  in  the  transac- 
tion. 

Uottenstein  v.  Leroh,  104  Pa.  454. 

Green,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

It  was  agreed  upon  the  trial  that  Hilles 
street,  between  Frankford  avenue  and 
Thomas  street,  was  laid  out  on  the  city  plan 
as  a  public  street  40  feet  wide,  and  was  con- 
firmed, in  1858.  It  was  never  opened,  and 
at  some  time  after  it  was  laid  out.  and  be- 
fore tlic  title  of  Mrs.  Evans  accrued,  certain 
buildings  were  erected  on  the  front  of  the 
lot,  and  upon  the  part  of  it  which  was  tho 
bed  of  Hilles  street.     This  was  the  situation 
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of  the  property  when  Mrs.  Evans  contracted 
to  sell  it  to  Taylor.  Under  the  act  of  April 
3|  1851  (P.  L.  327),  no  damages  oould  be 
recovered  for  the  loss  of  these  buildings 
by  the  opening  of  the  street,  because  they 
were  erected  after  the  street  was  laid  out 
and  plotted  on  the  city  plan.  The  contract 
of  sale  by  Mrs.  Evans  to  Taylor,  as  ex- 
pressed in  the  receipt  for  $50  of  the  pur- 
chase money,  was  that  the  property  was  to 
be  ''clear  of  all  encumbrances;^'  and  the 
question  is  whether  the  right  of  the  city  to 
open  the  street  without  paying  any  dam- 
ages for  the  buildings  which  w^ere  on  the  lot, 
and  within  the  bed  of  the  street,  was  an 
encumbrance,  so  as  to  constitute  a  breach 
of  the  condition  a^inst  encumbrances  con- 
tained in  the  receipt.  So  far  as  the  of- 
fers of  testimony  to  show  knowledge  of  the 
encumbrance  on  the  part  of  Taylor  are  con- 
cerned, we  think  they  were  immaterial,  be- 
cause he  protected  .himself  by  a  positive 
covenant  tliat  there  was  to  be  no  encum- 
brance on  the  title,  and  he  would,  there- 
fore, be  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  his  con- 
tract, whether  he  had  knowledge  of  an  en- 
cumbrance or  not.  It  is  also  to  be  borne  in 
mind  that  the  contract  was  executory,  and 
not  executed,  and  the  case  therefore  in- 
volves the  question  whether  the  contract 
is  to  be  enforced  against  the  will  of  the 
purchaser.  That  the  purchaser,  if  obliged 
to  take  the  title,  will  or  may  suffer  a  seri- 
ous detriment,  is  very  manifest  from  the 
consideration  that  the  buildings  on  the  lot 
naturally  constituted  a  large  part  of  the 
value  of  the  property.  If  these  may  be 
taken  from  him  without  compensation,  he 
has  no  equivalent  for  their  loss  in  a  re- 
served right  to  have  damages  for  the  taking. 
He  is  therefore  by  that  much  a  direct  loser 
upon  the  terms  of  his  contract  as  it  was 
made,  and  presumably  he  would  not  have 
made  it.  But  whether  he  would  or  would 
not  have  made  it,  if  he  had  had  knowledge 
of  the  contingency,  he  saw  proper  to  stipu- 
late for  a  title  free  of  any  encumbrance; 
and  that  feature  of  his  contract  cannot  be 
rejected  without  altering  the  contract  it- 
self. This  equity  will  not  do,  even  when 
the  title  is  clouded  only,  because  specific  per- 
formance is  matter  of  grace,  and  not  of 
strict  right.  But  when  a  positive  term  of 
the  contract  must  be  disregarded,  neither 
equity  nor  law  will  interfere,  where  the  con- 
tract is  executory.  These  considerations 
eliminate  much  of  the  discussion,  and  dis- 
tinguish the  present  contention  from  the  au- 
thorities relied  upon  for  the  appellant. 
While  an  existing  street  upon  a  lot,  or  the 
mere  liability  to  have  a  street  opened  upon 
it,  is  matter  of  which  a  purchaser  is  bound 
to  take  notice,  and  therefore,  on  that  account, 
cannot  defend  against  an  action  for  the  pur- 
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chase  money  after  the  deed  haiA  been  ac- 
cepted, the  case  is  very  different  when  no 
deed  has  been  accepted,  no  mortgage  or  other 
lien  for  the  purchase  money  has  been  given 
by  the  purchaser,  no  possession  has  been 
taken,  nor  any  other  act  done  by  the  pur- 
chaser in  affirmance  of  the  contract.  And 
when,  in  addition  to  all  this,  a  large  loss  of 
the  actual  consideration  of  the  contract 
may,  and  probably  will,  be  suffered  by  the 
enforcement  of  the  contract  against  the  will 
of  the  purchaser,  surely  an  express  provi- 
sion against  the  possibility  of  such  loss,  em- 
bodied in  the  written  terms  of  the  contract, 
will  not  be  violated  or  diflregarded  by  the 
courts,  when  they  are  asked  to  enforce  it  as 
an  executory  contract  only.  This  reasoning 
was  followed  and  enforced  in  People's  8av. 
Bank  v.  Alewander,  2  Sadler  (Pa.)  287,  3 
Atl.  821,  decided  in  1886,  in  which  the  de- 
cree of  the  court  refusing  specific-  perform- 
ance was  affirmed  by  this  court.  The  facts 
in  that  case  were  very  similar  to  the  facts 
in  this,  except  that  here  buildings  had  al- 
ready been  erected  on  the  lot,  the  loss  of 
which  could  not  be  replaced  by  an  assess- 
ment of  damages  when  taken.  In  People's 
8av,  Bank  v.  Alewander,  the  master  said: 
It  has  been  stated  in  the  findings  of  fact 
that  this  street  has  been  laid  out  thirty  feet 
wide  over  a  portion  of  the  lot.  This  fact 
presents  a  most  serious  obstacle  to  thu 
granting  of  a  decree  for  specific  performance 
of  the  contract  between  the  parties.  It  is 
true,  the  street  is  not  opened,  but  is  laid 
out  on  the  city  plan.  The  effect  of  this  is 
to  give  notice  to  whomsoever  takes  the  lot 
of  the  possibility,  or  rather  the  probability, 
that  the  street  will  be  opened  at  any  time; 
and  therefore  he  cannot  claim  damages  from 
the  city  should  he  erect  improvements  upon 
it.  See  act  April  3,  1851  (P.  L.  327).  He 
finds  himself  in  the  awkward  position  of  not 
being  able  to  claim  damages,  as  there  has 
been  as  yet  no  physical  taking,  and  yet  he 
cannot  improve  except  at  his  peril.  At  the 
best  he  is  subject  to  uncertainties,  and  is 
liable  to  a  lawsuit  to  test  the  question  of 
benefits  or  damages  to  which  he  may  be  en- 
titled, or  for  which  he  may  be  liable.  This 
would  seem  to  present  a  very  similar  state 
of  facts  to  that  governed  by  the  decision  of 
the  supreme  court  in  Speakman  v.  Fore- 
pan  gh,  44  Pa.  374.  This  is  an  executory 
contract,  and  the  rights  of  the  vendee  are 
more  jealously  guarded  than  if  it  were  exe- 
cuted; or,  perhaps  more  accurately,  the  pre- 
sumptions of  law  are  different  from  those 
prising  where  a  contract  has  been  executed. 
In  the  last  case  cited  it  is  said:  "In  thi» 
state,  when  contracts  for  the  sale  of  land 
have  been  executed,  and  securities  for  the 
purchase  money  have  been  taken,  if  there  be 
a  known  defect  of  title,  and  no  covenant 
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against  it  in  the  deed,  there  is  a  presump- 
tion that  the  purchaser  undertook  to  rua 
the  risk  of  the  defect ;  and,  if  he  did,  he  can- 
not detain  the  purchase  money  on  account  of 
it.  This  is  a  rule  in  regard  to  executed 
contracts,  but  even  in  regard  to  those  it  is 
not  a  conclusive  presumption.  See  Rawle, 
Covenants  for  Title,  723-727.  It  is  inappli- 
cable to  a  mere  executory  contract  .  .  . 
which  is  only  preparatory."  In  the  fore- 
going case  of  Peoples  8av.  Bank  v.  Alexan- 
der, the  report  of  the  master  was  sustained 
by  the  court  below,  and  that  decree  was  af- 
firmed by  this  court  in  a  per  curiam  opin- 
ion. There  the  proceeding  was  a  bill  for 
specific  performance,  and  here  the  action  is 
assumpsit  to  recover  the  purchase  money. 
The  same  principles  and  reasoning  are  ap- 
plicable in  both.  The  defendant  in  this  case 
has  not  conveyed,  and  is  not  able  to  convey, 
a  title  clear  of  encumbrance,  and  is  there- 
fore not  entitled  to  the  purchase  money. 
The  assignments  of  error  are  not  sustained. 
Decree  affirmed,  and  appeal  dismissed,  at 
the  cost  of  the  appellant. 


Mary  SERVICE 

V. 

Louis   SHONEMAN,   Appt. 

(196  Pa.  63.) 

1.  An  employer  ia  not  liable  to  an  em- 
ployee for  injuries  caused  by  negligence 
in  the  handling  of  a  boiler  upon  the  premises 
by  a  coemployee,  an  engineer  who  is  conceded 
to  have  been  competent. 

2.  Nevllveiice  by  an  employer  in  far- 
nlahinv  an  anaafe  boiler  is  rebutted,  so 
as  to  absolve  him  from  liability  for  injuries 
to  employees  by  its  explosion,  where,  before 
its  purchase,  he  made  extended  inquiries  as 
to  which  boiler  was  best,  and  purchased  the 
one  recommended  after  its  superiority  was 
pointed  out,  paying  a  larger  price  than  was 
asked  for  others ;  and  it  had  been  used  In  his 
establishment  three  years  before  the  accident 
without  complaint,  and  was  exclusively  used 
and  favored  by  the  owners. 

8.  That  a  boiler  farnlahed  by  aa  em- 
ployer for  the  aae  of  hia  employeea 
coatalna  aa  anaafe  device  will  not  ren- 
der him  liable  for  injuries  to  them  by  reason 
of  such  defect,  if  he  procured  it  In  the  exer- 
cise of  business  prudence,  and  it  was  one  in 
ordinary  use. 

4.  An  employer  'without  the  neceaaary 
technical  IcnoirledKe  to  enable  him  to 
determine  whether  or  not  a  boiler  furnished 
by  him  is  safe  may  rely  upon  the  statement 
of  the  official  city  boiler  inspector,  so  far  as 
his  duty  towards  his  employees  is  concerned.' 

(May  14,  1900.) 


Note. — As  to  the  discretion  of  the  master  In 
furnishing  appliances  in  general  use,  see  Kehler 
T.  Schwenk,  13  L.  B.  A.  374. 
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APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  2, 
for  Philadelphia  County  in  favor  of  plains 
tiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  alleged  negligent  killing  of 
plaintiff's  husband.     Reversed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  charge  of 
the  court  below  by  Wiltbank,  J.,  whidi  was 
as  follows: 

''On  the  31st  of  August,  1893,  the  defend- 
ant was  carrying  on  business  on  Eighth 
street.  He  was  a  dry-goods  merchant,  and 
he  had  in  his  employ  Thomas  Service.  On 
that  day  the  engineer  who  had  charge  of 
Shoneman's  engine  and  boiler  asked  Service 
to  do  something  for  him,  which  was  this: 
He  observed  that  the  front  of  his  boiler  at  a 
certain  place  at  the  edge  of  one  of  the  plates 
that  you  have  heard  described  to  you  showed 
evidences  of  leaking.  There  were  steam  and 
water  coming  out,  he  found,  somewhere, 
about  half  the  size  of  a  lead  pencil,  as  he  de- 
scribed it.  He  called  upon  Service  to  hand 
him  a  wrench.  Service's  employment  in 
that  establishment  was  that,  apparently,  of 
porter,  or  general  assistant,  and  it  was  in 
the  line  of  his  duty  to  hand  the  engineer 
that  wrench.  He  handed  it  to  him,  and  the 
engineer  took  it,  adjusted  it  to  the  nut 
which  was  at  the  end  of  the  pivot  or  rod 
which  projected  beyond  the  plate  outside  of 
the  boiler,  and  then  proceeded  to  so  move 
that  nut  as  to  tighten  up  the  plate.  His 
object  was  to  work  on  the  nut  on  the  thread 
on  which  it  is  usually  worked,  in  a  direction 
which  would  carry  the  nut  towards  th** 
plate,  and  carry  the  plate  closer  to  the  head 
of  the  boiler.  You  will,  of  course,  know 
that  that  thread  on  the  nut,  if  worked  in 
another  way,  would  carry  the  nut  away 
from  the  boiler.  But  the  object  of  the  en 
gineer  was  to  tighten  the  plate, — ^to  carry 
the  plate  nearer  the  head  of  the  boiler, 
to  prevent  the  further  emission  of  steam 
and  water.  Now,  instead  of  producing 
that  result,  the  plate  opened.  It  not 
only  did  not  come  nearer  the  head  of  the 
boiler,  but  moved  in  its  position  so  that  it 
uncovered  to  a  slight  extent  the  chamber 
in  which  the  steam  and  water  were  con- 
fined, and  there  being  thus  made  a  vent, 
there  was,  apparently,  a  heavy  emission  of 
steam  and  water.  The  engineer  himself, 
standing  in  the  direction  of  the  current,  wa:* 
injured,  and  Service  was  thrown  into  the  pit 
which  was  in  front  of  the  boiler,  and  so 
grievously  injured  that  within  a  short  time 
he  died.  Now,  the  plaintiff  claims  that  Mr. 
Shoneman,  who  was  the  owner  of  the  boiler, 
must  answer  in  damages  for  the  death  of  Mr. 
Service,  and,  in  order  to  determine  that 
question,  you  have  to  consider,  under  th<> 
]>roof3  that  have  been  produced  to  you,  cer- 
tain matters  that  1  will  submit. 
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**Yon  will  have  no  difficulty,  I  think,  in 
rcachinjj  the  conclusion  that  the  cause  of  the 
accident  was  the  moving  of  that  plate;  and 
the  proofs  make  it  equally  clear  that  the 
object  of  the  workman — ^the  engineer — when 
^  he  went  to  work,  was  not  to  do  what  did 
happen,  hut  to  do  the  other  thing;  that  is 
to  say,  U>  tigljten  the  plate  up  against  the 
front  of  the  boiler.  At  all  events,  as  a  con- 
sLH)u«rnc-e  of  >^hai  he  did  do,  it  moved,  and 
there  was  thus  created  this  vent,  and  ac 
ccrdiiigjy  there  resulted  the  accident.  It  is 
tin*  theorj'  of  the  plaintiff's  cnse  that  what 
the.  engineer  did  at  that  time  was  properly 
done;  that  the  action  which  he  concluded 
was  ncccssar}-  under  the  circumstances  was 
prudent  and  proper.  That  is  tlie  theory  of 
the  plaintiff's  case,  and  he  suggests  the  ques- 
tifjn  Ui  y<Mi  to  bo  that  that  plate  slipped  be- 
cause, wJiili-t  the  engineer  took  proper  steps 
to  tighten  it  up  against  the  boiler,  it  was 
ncit  itf.elf  properly  made;  that  it  was  so 
smooth  on  the  edge  that  when  it  pressed 
against  tho  head  of  the  boiler,  instead  of 
liolding  there,  it  slipped  aside.  And  it  is 
(•ontendu!  fur  tJi^*  plaintiff  that  you  are  to 
punish  Mr.  Shoneman  in  damages  because 
of  that  condition  of  the  plate,  and  also  by 
reason  of  the  fact  that  the  plate  was  trian- 
gular, instead  of  being  circular.  You  will 
remember  that  that  plate  covered  an  opening 
in  the  chest,  or  'header,*  as  it  was  called,  of 
the  boiler,  intb  which  the  ends  of  three  tubes 
were  introduced,  and  that  that  plate,  in  a 
proper  position,  stood  directly  over  the  holes 
of  those  three  tubes.  You  can  understand, 
tl'ierefore,  that,  as  it  was  triangular  in  form, 
and  as  it  is  conceded  that  it  covered  tubes 
which  would  open  on  the  spaces  at  either 
end  of  the  three  angles  of  this  triangular 
plate,  when  that  plate  was  moved  it  would 
be  reasonable  to  suppose  that  part  of  a  tube 
\\  ould  be  uncovered,  and  you  can  also  under- 
stand the  force  of  the  argument  that  this 
would  not  have  been  the  result  if  the  plate 
had  been  a  round  one,  because  then  it  would 
have  been  inAnaterial  how  much  it  moved 
in  position,  unless  it  had  dropped  off,  as  one 
of  the  witnesses  said.  It  would  be  imma- 
terinl  how  much  it  moved  in  position,  if  it 
still  kept  its  pla^  on  the  rod,  because,  be- 
ing circular,  it  never  would  have  left  un- 
covered u:iY  part  of  the  hole  at  the  head  of 
the  tube.  You  have  to  consider,  therefore, 
whetlier  there  was  any  negligence  in  the 
constniction  of  that  boiler  due  to  the  trian- 
gular form  of  that  plate,  and  due  to  the 
alleged  fact  that  the  inner  surface  and  the 
edges  of  that  plate  were  too  smooth  for  the 
purposes  of  its  employment.  Now,  when 
you  come  to  consider  that  fact, — and  it  is 
a  very  narrow  question  for  you, — ^you  will 
have  to  consider  it  by  the  light  of  certain 
suggestions.  You  must  remember  that  both 
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the  plaintiff  and  the  defendant  are  to  be  re- 
garded by  you  as  unskilled  in  boilers,  and 
as  depending  upon  other  people  for  their 
knowledge  with  regard  to  boilers.  Mr. 
Shoneman,  being  a  dealer  in  dry  goods,  and 
having  charge  of  an  establishment  in  which 
the  use  of  a  boiler  may  be  regarded  as  neces- 
sary, could  do  no  more  than  an  ordinarily 
prudent  dealer  in  dry  goods  would  do,  or  an 
ordinarily  prudent  man  unacquainted  with 
matters  of  machinery  would  do,  when  he 
proceeded  to  buy  a  boiler.  He  could  do  no 
more  from  day  to  day,  when  people  about 
the  establishment  were  using  that  boiler. 
He  cannot  be  regarded  in  any  sense  as  a 
skilful  engineer  or  a  practical  machinist,  for 
lie  was  neither  one  nor  the  other.  He  was 
merely  a  citizen,  who,  in  the  course  of  his 
business,  was  brought  at  no  time  into  ac- 
tual personal  employment  in  the  use  of 
machinery  himself  as  an  operator;  a  citizen 
who  was  obliged  to  depend  upon  the  infor- 
mation of  others  when  he  came  to  select  the 
machinery  and  the  boiler  which  was  neces- 
sary to  his  establishment.  You  will  have  to 
remember,  of  course,  also,  that  Mr.  Service 
was  a  person  in  like  position  of  unskil ful- 
ness. He  was  a  carpenter  by  trade,  and  ho 
i^as  employed  about  this  establishment  as  a 
man  who  would  assist  generally  in  the  per- 
formance of  the  duties  incident  to  the  run- 
ning of  the  place.  He  also  would  have  to 
depend  upon  others  for  information.  You 
may  also,  before  you  pass  to  consider  the 
main  question  of  the  case,  reflect,  and  very 
]»roperly  reflect,  that  if  a  given  boiler,  or  one 
of  a  given  class  of  boilers,  is  selected  for  an 
establishment  of  this  character,  it  is  neces- 
sary to  consider  the  reputation  and  char- 
acter of  that  boiler  to  aid  in  a  determina- 
tion whether  or  not  there  was  negligence  in 
its  build  and  in  its  use.  You  will  there- 
fore recall  the  testimony  as  to  the  character 
of  this  boiler  as  to  its  age,  as  to  its  rep- 
utation, and  if  you  find  the  character  to  be 
one  of  safety,  and  the  age,  and  the  number 
of  boilers  sold  to  indicate  an  ordinary  gen- 
eral use;  if  you  find  that  under  such  cir- 
cumstances the  reputation  is  good, — that 
must  operate  favorably  when  you  come  to 
consider  whether  or  not  the  defendant  used 
proper  care  in  the  selection  of  it  by  the  ad- 
vice of  those  who  knew  about  &uch  things, 
and  in  the  management  of  it  by  his  engineer. 
"Now,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  both  Mr. 
Shoneman  and  Mr.  Service  depended  upon 
the  engineer  who  had  charge  of  that  boiler. 
Mr.  Shoneman  had  to  depend  upon  him  as  a 
skilful  man,  who  knew  how  to  manage  it; 
and,  of  course,  Mr.  Service  had  to  depend 
upon  him  for  the  same  reason,  Mr.  Shone- 
man being  only  brought  in  contact  with  the 
boiler  as  the  owner  of  it  and  the  head  of 
the  establishment,  ^nd  Mr.  Service  huving 
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his  acquaintance  with  it  by  reason  of  the 
fact  that  he  had  to  work  around  about  it  at 
times  in  the  performance  of  his  ordinary 
duty.  If  you  proceed  to  consider  the  ques- 
tion by  the  light  of  these  suggestions,  it 
seems  to  me  that  you  can  resolve  the  prob- 
lem of  the  case  without  much  difiBculty. 
The  defendants  were  not  bound  to  provide 
the  safest  or  the  newest  and  most  approved 
appliances.  If  this  boiler  was  of  an  ordi- 
nary character,  and  such  as  could,  with  rea- 
sonable care,  be  used  without  danger  by  a 
•competent  en^jineer,  that  is  all  that  can  be 
required  of  the  defendants.  As  has  been 
shown  here  by  some  of  the  witnesses,  the 
attempt  to  tighten  up  the  plate  or  cap  was 
dar.rrcrous, — the  taking  of  a  risk,  as  it  was 
,  called:  but  such  attempt,  according  to  the 
plaintiff's  proofs,  was  incident  to  the 
•employment,  and  was  prudent  under  the  cir- 
cumstances. Therefore,  by  the  plaintiff'^ 
theory,  the  question  is,  not  whether  the  de- 
ceased was  exposed  to  danger,  but  whether 
he  was  so  exposed  through  neglect  of  Mr. 
Shoneman  to  provide  a  reasonably  safe  boil- 
-er.  There  is  no  contention  that  Mr.  Service 
was  exposed  to  danger  by  reason  of  any  act 
of  Mr.  Shoneman's  in  employing  Rubner. 
That  you  may  dismiss  from  your  minds. 
The  theory  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  Rubner 
was  a  wholly  competent  engineer,  and  there- 
fore it  cannot  be  contended  for  a  moment 
that  any  liability  arose  on  the  part  of  Mr. 
Shoneman  by  reason  of  the  employment  of 
Rubner,  skilful  and  competent  as,  it  is  con- 
tended by  the  plaintiff,  he  was.  The  test 
of  reasonable  safety  is  ordinary  use.  The 
complaint  of  this  boiler  is  directed  exclu- 
sively to  the  style  of  plate  or  cap,  and  it  is 
claimed  that  the  triangular  form  of  this 
plate  or  cap,  in  connection  with  the  smooth- 
ness of  its  inner  edge,  induced  the  injury 
when  Rubner  used  the  wrench  upon  the  nut, 
the  smooth  edge  permitting  the  plate  or 
cap  to  move  around  with  the  circular  mo- 
tion of  the  nut,  and,  as  a  consequence,  the 
triangular  shape  permitting  a  vent,  perhaps 
three  vents,  to  appear  at  the  head  of  the 
tliree  tubes  which  the  plate  would  have  held 
closed  if  it  had  remained  in  its  proper  po 
sition.  These  results,  the  plaintiff  con- 
tends, could  not  have  arisen  had  there  been 
asbestos  about  the  inner  edge  of  the  plate 
to  present  a  roughened  surface  to  the  head- 
er upon  which  it  pressed,  or  had  there  been 
flanges  or  other  device  there  for  the  same 
purpose;  and  they  further  ^contend  that, 
even  in  the  absence  of  such  precaution,  even 
had  the  plate  or  cap  remained  smooth,  the 
escape  of  steam  and  water  would  have  been 
avoided  had  the  plate  been  round,  and  not 
triangular.  It  is  for  you  to  answer,  Was 
this  plate  or  cap,  subject  as  it  was  to  this 
criticism,  of  the  ordinary  character  of  those 
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in  use  at  that  timet    To  answer  that  ques- 
tion you  have  the  aid  of  much  testimony 
either  way.     I  charge  you  that,  if  it  was  of 
the  ordinary  character,  your  verdict  must 
be  for  the  defendant.     If  it  was  not  of  tht> 
ordinary  character,  you  must  consider  two 
other  points,  to  which  I  shall  later  advert. 
The  boiler  was  what  is  known  as  a  'water- 
tubular    boiler,*    by    which    description    is 
meant  a  boiler  made  up  of  parallel  tube> 
communicating  with  each  other,  with  spacivn 
between  the  tubes  to  hold  water  and   the 
spaces  between  to  hold  fire,  so  that  the  oper- 
ation of  the  heat  might  change  the  water  to 
steam.     Such   tubes,   it   is   clear,   must    be 
kept  closed,  just  as  any  boiler  must  be  kept 
closed  when  so  active  and  forcible  an  agency 
as    steam    is   engendered   in    it.     Was    this 
plate  or  cap  an  appliance  for  the  closing  of 
these  tubes  of  the  ordinary  character,  and 
such  as  could,  with  reasonable  care,  be  used 
without  danger  to  this  man?     Was  it  a  rea- 
sonably safe  appliance?     If,  as  I  have  al- 
ready said,  you  find  from  the  evidence  that 
it  was  such  as  was  in  ordinary  use  upon 
tubular  boilers   at  that  time, — that   is,   at 
the  time  of  the  accident, — ^then  it  is  your 
duty  to  conclude  that  the  defendants  use<l 
due  care  in  having  it;  that  they  acted  ac- 
cording to  the  usages,  habits,  and  ordinary 
risks  of  men  using  boilers  in  their  establish- 
ment,— in  an  establishment  of  that  charac- 
ter.   The  testimony  on  this  head  was  given 
you  by  witnesses  for  the  plaintiff  and  the 
defendant,  quite  a  considerable  number  of 
each.     Mr.    Simmons,    ^Ir.    O'Donnell,    Mr. 
Cree,  Mr.  Motson,  and  Mr.  Eckman  have  all 
testified  that  the  appliance  called  the  tri- 
angular plate  or  cap  was  not  such  as  at  that 
time,  in  the  state  of  the  art  in  the  manufac- 
ture and  use  of  tubulai*  boilers,  was  in  gen- 
eral and  ordinary  use.     On  the  other  hand. 
Mr.    Moore,    Mr,    Hodges,    Mr.    Overn,    Mr. 
Fett,  and  others,  whom  I  need  not  name,  be- 
cause I  propose  to  dwell  on  the  testimony  of 
three  of  those  gentlemen,  specially,  testify 
that  there  was  nothing  out  of  the  ordinary 
in  this  plate  and  in  its  use  at  that  time. 
Mr.  Moore,  tlie  manufacturer  of  the  boiler 
who   devised   the   triangular   plate,   has  so 
testified.     He  has  stated  tbe  number  of  boil- 
ers that  he  had  at  that  time  made  and  put 
in  use,  and  the  number  that  have  been  since 
made  and  he  has  stated  positively,  independ- 
ently of  his  special  statement  to   which  I 
shall    call    attention,    that    the    triangular 
plate  was  such  as  was  not  without  the  ordi- 
nary use  at  that  time;  that  it  was  a  plate 
which  might  be  considered  a  proper  one  for 
an  ordinarily  careful  and  prudent  man  to 
have  at  the  head  of  the  boiler.     Mr.  Hodges 
and  ^  Mr.   Overn,   who  were  the  official   in- 
spectors of  the  city,  and  who  examined  that 
boiler  inside  and  outside,  and  who  made  a 
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written  report  between  them,  which  you 
will  have  out  with  you, — one  being  in  a  cer- 
tificate signed  by  both  of  them,  coming  from 
the  bureau  of  inspectors;  and  the  other  be- 
ing a  detailed  report  made  by  only  one  of 
them,  who  made  a  personal  examination, — 
testifed  that  the  boiler  was  a  proper  one, 
and  that  the  appliances  were  proper,  and 
such  as  you  may  regard  as  having  been  in 
•ordinary  use  at  that  time.  I  call  your  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Moore's  testimony,  because  he 
has  said  that  which,  if  you  believe  it,  will 
make  it  necessarj'  that  you  shall  find  a  ver- 
•dict  for  the  defendant.  Mr.  Moore  has  de- 
-scribed  to  you  the  triangular  plato,  and  its 
position  when  in  proper  position  on  the 
head  of  the  boiler.  It  must  have  struck 
you,  as  you  proceeded  in  your  inquiry,  be- 
fore you  reached  the  testimony  of  Mr. 
Moore,  as  a  very  remarkable  thing  that  any 
machinist  should  put  at  the  hciid  of  a  boil- 
er, and  any  engineer  should  use,  an  appli- 
ance so  put  by  any  machinist  which  was  ca- 
pable of  turning  by  the  mere  twis^ting  of  a 
nut.  How  can  it  be  conceivably  possible 
that  the  plate  of  a  boiler,  whether  of  the  or- 
dinary old-fashioned  use  before  tubular  boil- 
ers were  introduced,  or  a  boiler  made  as  tub- 
iular  boilers  are,  should  be  placed  where  their 
integi-ity  and  office  depended  upon  one  nut 
alone,  and  that  a  nut  which  might,  by  the 
operation  of  a  wrench  for  an  inappreciable 
■distance  upon  the  face  of  the  boiler,  cause 
an  explosion  or  an  emission  of  steam.  I 
say  it  must  have  struck  you  as  evidence  of 
negligence  which  might  be  well  described  as 
gross  that  anybody  would  manufacture  a 
boiler  of  that  character.  But  when  we 
•came  to  hear  the  manufacturer  himself  de- 
scribe this  boiler  we  found  that  such  was 
not  the  case,  and  that,  if  we  are  to  believe 
this  gentleman,  we  may  conclude  that  that 
plate  which  was  put  there  at  that  time  if 
properly  put  in  position,  was  as  firmly 
placed  and  as  safe  as  any  other  plate  or  any 
other  boiler,  providing  that  the  same  is  in 
the  ordinary  condition  which  a  good  boiler 
for  proper  use  should  be  in.  Mr.  Moore  tes- 
tified that  this  triangular  plate  was  provid- 
ed with  what  he  called  a  *8eat.*  You  will 
have  to  find  what  was  meant  by  a  seat,  but 
It  would  appear  from  the  testimony  that  a 
scat  is  perhaps  a  depression  in  the  header, 
into  which  the  plate  would,  to  a  certain  ex- 
tent, sit  or  move  when  it  was  properly 
screwed  up  against  the  head  of  the  boiler; 
and,  if  such  is  the  case,  then  you  would  find 
tliat  a  plate  thus  properly  screwed  up 
would  be  in  a  depression  in  the  head  of  that 
Ixjiler.  It  would  be  in  a  seat,  as  Mr.  Moore 
has  said,  from  wliich  it  would  be  impossible 
to  move  it  by  adding  pressure  to  the  head  of 
the  boiler,  because  any  such  pressure  would 
only  make  it  more  firm  in  its  seat;  and 
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wliile  you  are  going  through  the  operation 
of  adding  that  pressure,  you  certainly 
would  not  enable  it  to  move  away  from  the 
seat,  or  socket,  or  depression  into  which  it 
was  originally  set.  Mr.  Moore,  therefore, 
if  you  believe  that  part  of  his  testimony, 
has  indicated  that  which  would  make  it  im- 
possible for  you  to  conclude  that  there  was 
any  negligence  in  the  use  of  this  plate,  as- 
suming it  to  have  been  in  its  proper  posi- 
tion. But  he  has  also  told  you  more  than 
that.  He  has  told  you  that  this  boiler  head 
comprises  several  of  these  plates  (I  think 
he  said  a  dozen  in  this  boiler),  and  that  the 
plate  which  did  move  (and  there  is  no  doubt 
about  that, — that  one  of  these  plates  did 
move)  could  not  have  oeen  in  position,  be- 
cause, if  in  position,  not  only  would  it 
have  been  in  this  seat,  but  it  would  have 
been  in  such  position  relatively  to  the 
plates  on  either  side  of  it  in  that  bottom 
row  of  plates  that  there  would  not  have 
been  sufficient  apace  between  the  edge  of 
this  plate  and  the  edge  of  the  other  two 
plates  to  enable  it  to  move  sufficiently  far 
to  create  the  vent  through  which  the  steam 
that  produced  the  accident  came.  You  will 
understand  that,  I  think,  without  my  say- 
ing more  about  it.  These  plates,  if  they 
were  imbedded  in  their  several  seats  in  the 
proper  way,  according  to  the  design  of  the 
patentee,  could  not  have  been  moved  by  the 
effort  to  tighten  them  up,  because  that  ef- 
fort would  have  made  them  go  further  into 
their  seat;  and,  assuming  that  Mr.  Moore 
wsts  mistaken  in  that,  they  could  not  have 
moved  sufficiently  to  create  this  vent,  be- 
cause that  would  have  required  a  movement 
to  the  extent  of  three  quarters  of  an  inch. 
I  think  he  said,  and  the  only  shifting  al- 
lowed by  reason  of  the  proximity  to  the  oth- 
er plates  would  have  been  about  a  quarter 
of  an  inch.  Therefore,  if  you  believe  what 
Mr.  Moore  has  said,  you  are  bound  to  find  a 
verdict  for  the  defendant,  because  there  was 
thus  in  use  a  boiler  as  to  which  there  could 
not  be  any  reasonable  complaint  made  of 
this  one  plate  growing  out  of  the  fact  that 
it  was  triangular  in  form.  If,  however,  you 
consider  that  it  is  your  duty  to  proceed  fur- 
ther, I  instruct  you  that,  should  you  find 
that  the  plate  was  not  such  as  was  in  ordi- 
nary iise  by  the  light  of  my  instructions, - 
you  are  then  to  determine  the  two  points  to 
which  1  have  already  adverted:  First, 
whether  or  not  the  engineer,  by  his  manner 
of  working  on  that  nut  with  the  wrench, 
negligently  caused  that  plate  to  turn;  and, 
if  you  find  that  he  did,  and  that  this  acci- 
dent would  have  been  avoided  had  he  used 
reasonable  care  at  that  time,  then  your  ver- 
dict must  be  for  the  defendant. 

"Now,  it  has  been  suggested  t)n  the  part 
of  the  defendant  that  it  must  be  that  this 
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man, '  Mr.  Rubner,  made  a  mistake.  He 
meant  to  do  his  duty.  He  meant  to  do  an 
*»ntirely  proper  thing,  but  it  has  been  sug- 
gested to  you  with  some  force,  in  view  of 
the  proofs,  that  he  must  have  made  a  mis- 
take, and  that*  instead  of  working  the 
wrench  in  a  direction  to  give  a  motion  of 
that  nut  towards  the  boiler,  he  worked  it 
the  other  way,  and  really  loosened  the  plate 
himself.  Without  admitting  it  at  all,  the 
plaintiff  says  that,  even  if  that  is  so,  it 
would  be  the  result  of  confusion  on  his  part, 
due  to  the  crisis, — to  the  sudden  fear  that 
something  was  going  wrong, —  and  that  the 
law  would  not  visit  him  with  the  consequen- 
ces of  that.  I  instruct  you  that  if  this 
gentleman  did,  by  the  use  of  that  wrench, 
cause  the  loosening  of  this  plate,  it  was 
while  entirely  innocently  done  on  his  part, 
such  negligence  in  law  as  would  preclude 
a  recovery  here;  that  there  was  not  such  a 
condition  or  crisis  of  danger  as  would  just- 
ify your  overlooking  that  which  you  found 
othewise  to  have  been  negligence.  If, 
therefore,  this  accident  was  due  to  that, 
you  must  find  a  Terdict  for  the  defendant. 
You  must  also  consider  the  fact  that  this 
leak,  as  it  originally  appeared  may  have 
been  due — although  it  will  be  for  you  to 
say  upon  the  proofs  whether  it  was  or 
not — ^to  the  imperfect  resetting  of  that 
boiler  after  the  inspection  of  August  28th. 
It  was  inspected  on  August  28th,  and  the 
accident  happened  on  August  3l8t.  The 
engineer  who  was  then  in  charge  has  testi- 
fied that  it  was  taken  apart,  and  these 
plates  taken  off  on  the  28th,  and  that  he 
himself  put  it  together  again  afterwards. 
He  said  he  oiled  up  the  nuts,  and  cleaned 
up  the  plates  of  the  boiler,  and  saw  it  in 
clean  condition  after  the  inspection,  as  he 
put  it  up.  If  it  is  a  fact  that  he  put  it  up 
negligently,  so  that,  with  regard  to  this 
plate  in  question,  he  did  not  put  that  into 
its  seat,  assuming  that  you  find  it  had  a 
seat  (and  that  will  be  for  you  to  say,  de- 
pending upon  your  weighing  the  evidence 
and  the  credence  you  may  give  Mr.  Moore ) , 
if  there  was  such  a  seat  there,  or  whether 
there  wa«  one  there  or  not;  if  he  did  not 
adjust  that  plate  correctly  when  he  set  that 
boiler  in  the  manner  he  testified  to  doing  it, 
-•-setting  it  in  order  after  the  inspection, — 
then  the  defendants  could  not  be  charged 
with  the  consequences  of  this  accident:  and 
you  would  have  to  find  a  verdict  in  their 
favor.  ' 

"Lastly,  I  have  to  charge  you  upon  the  ef- 
fect of  the  official  inspection  of  this  boiler, 
so  far  as  it  would  operate  to  relieve  Mr. 
Shoneman.  if  it  would  operate  at  all.  from 
responsibility  in  the  premises.  As  I  have 
already  told  you,  Mr.  Shoneman  was  bound, 
in  the  purchase  of  this  boiler,  and  in  per- 
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mitting  its'  continued  use  on  his  premises, 
to  use  such  a  degree  of  care  as  you  would 
find  to  be  the  duty  of  an  ordinarily  careful 
man  under  the  circumstances.  Now,  you 
may  oonqlude  from  the  proofs,  though  it 
will  be  for  you  to  conclude  one  way  or  tht^ 
other,  that  this  boiler  was  regularly  inspect- 
ed from  the  time  of  its  purchase  down  to 
the  time  of  the  accident,  in  each  year.  It 
was  purchased  in  1888.  The  proofs  would 
justify  your  concluding  that  it  was  inspected 
at  least  once  a  year  in  the  interval  between 
the  purchase  and  the  accident.  You  may  con- 
clude otherwise.  But  you  cannot  help  find- 
ing, because  it  is  undisputed,  that  it  was  in- 
spected by  officials  of  the  city  on  the  28tli 
of  August,  1893,  just  tnree  days  before  the 
accident.  \b  I  have  already  said  to  you. 
the  measure  of  cai*e  required  of  Mr.  Slioiie- 
man  being  that  which  you  would  require  of 
an  ordinarily  prudent  citizen  in  the  con- 
duct of  his  business, — such  a  business  as 
this,  needing  the  use  of  a  boiler  and  engine, 
— what  are  you  to  conclude  in  this  case? 
The  system  of  boiler  inspection  is  one  which 
is  created  for  the  safety  of  the  public,  both 
individuals  and  the  general  public;  and,  if 
you  find  such  a  system  in  existence  in  this 
city  (and  you  are  boimd  so  to  find,  because 
the  legislative  creation  of  the  svhtera  is  be- 
fore you,  and  it  is  not  disputed),  then  you 
are  to  consider  that  there  has  l>een  estab- 
lished by  general  consent  (that  i<<  to  say, 
by  the  citizens  of  this  state)  a  certain  mea-*- 
ure  of  care.  Citizens  say  by  their  legisla- 
tion, *You  must  have  your  boilers  examinetl. 
and  you  must  have  skilled  men  appointed  to 
examine  them;  and  if  those  skilled  men  are 
of  the  opinion  that  your  boilers  are  all 
right,  people  may  go  on  and  use  them,  and 
if  they  are  of  the  opinion  that  they  are  de- 
fective, in  any  particular,  people  may  not 
go  on  and  use  them.'  Now,  what  more 
could  Mr.  Shoneman  do,  if  he  was  proceed- 
ing to  buy  a  boiler,  or  proceeding  to  use 
one  that  he  had  bought  some  time  before 
and  if  he  desired  most  earnestly  to  know 
that  the  boiler  was  one  which  could  be 
used  with  ordinary  safety  in  his  establish- 
ment, than  have  it  insj^ected  by  skilled  in- 
spectors, and  have  it  passed  upon?  And  if 
you  find  that  in  this  case  he  did  so  do,  and 
that  there  was  a  proper  official  inspection 
of  that  boiler,  and  that  the  report  thereon 
was  that  it  was  such  a  boiler  as  might,  not 
only  aa  a  whole,  but  v.'ith  regard  to  its  sev- 
eral appliances  (anionci^  others,  with  regard 
to  these  triangular  plates,  — this  one  plat<r 
in  question ) ,  be  used  by  an  ordinarily  pru- 
dent man,  you  are  bound  to  find  a  verdict 
for  the  defendant.  On  the  other  hand,  if 
you  find  that  the  engineer  was  not  guilty 
of  negligence  leading  to  the  accident,  then, 
if  you  also  find  that  the  plate  was  not  such 
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as  was  in  ordinary  use,  and  that  the  in- 
spection was  not  adequate  and  bj'  official 
city  authority,  you  may  find  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff.  Should  you  find  a  verdict  for 
the  plaintiff,  the  measure  of  damages 
would  be  the  pecuniary  value  of  the  life  (»f 
this  unfortunate  man.  In  order  to  deter- 
mine what  was  the  pecuniary  value  of  his 
life,  you  are  to  consider  Iiis  age  at  the  time 
of  his  death,  which  was  somewhat  less  than 
thirty-three  years.  Vou  are  to  consider 
the  probable  duration  of  his  life,  in  view  of 
the  proofs  of  the  condition  of  his  health  at 
that  time,  and  the  probabilities  of  his  re- 
maining in  good  health.  You  are  to  con- 
sider the  vicissitudes  of  illness  and  accident 
whicb  might  terminate  his  life  earlier  than 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  nature  it  would 
terminate ;  and  you  are  to  consider  his  earn- 
ing power,  assuming  him  to  live  for  the 
period  of  time  which,  under  the  proofs  and 
my  instructions,  you'  believe  he  would  have 
lived,  and  what  that  w^ould  represent  in 
money  that  he  would  have  earned  in  that 
time;  from  which,  however,  it  is  necessary 
that  you  should  deduct  a  proper  allowance 
which  must  be  made  for  his  own  support 
had  he  continued  to  live,  because,  obviously, 
that  would  not  be  for  the  benefit  of  his  fam- 
ily. You  will  not  make  any  attempt  to  cap- 
italize any  money  which  you  believe  he 
would  have  made  had  he  continued  in  life. 
The  fact  that  he  left  a  family  is  a  fact  which 
is  before  you ;  but  that  has  no  bearing  upon 
your  estimate  of  the  damages  which  you 
should  allow.  It  appears  that,  unfortunate- 
ly, he  has  left  two  children  and  a  widow; 
but,  had  he  left  a  dozen  children,  it  would 
have  had  no  other  bearing  on  this  point. 
It  cannot  affect  your  det4»rini nation  of  the 
value  of  his  life.  Of  course,  in  reaching 
your  conclusion  you  will  endoivor,  without 
sentiment,  and  with  a  conscientious  recog- 
nition of  your  duty,  to  settle  these  various 
problems  that  I  have  put  before  you,  run- 
ning dow^n  into  the  one  problem  as  to  the 
propriety  of  that  triangular  plate,  dispas- 
sionately, and  according  to  the  proofs." 

Messrs.  Josepli  H.  Tanlane  and  Rioh- 
ard  P.  White,  for  appellant: 

Defendant  was  onlv  bound  to  exercise 
ordinary  care  and  diligence  to  furnish  a 
reasonably  safe  and  proper  boiler ;  •  and  he 
was  under  no  absolute  duty  to  furnish  a 
safe  boiler. 

Peoria,  D.  d  E.  R.  Co.  v.  Hard  nick.  48 
111.  App.  562;  Doyle  v.  White.  14  Misc.  417. 
35  N.  Y.  Supp.  760:  Prohftt  v.  DeJamater. 
100  N.  Y.  266,  3  N.  E.  184:  Louisrille  d  N. 
R.  Co.  v.  Allen,  78  Ala.  494. 

The  test  of  ordinary  care  and  diligence 
is  whether  the  boiler  was  in  ordinary  use. 

Titus  V.  Bradford,  B.  d-  K.  R.  Co.  136  Pa.  ' 
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618,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  944,  20  Atl.  617;  Reese 
V.  Hcrshey,  163  Pa.  253,  43  Am.  St.  Rep. 
795,  29  Atl.  907. 

If  the  boiler  was  in  ordinary  use,  that  is 
conclusive  of  its  safety. 

Kehler  v.  Schwenk,  144  Pa.  348,  13  L. 
R.  A.  374,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  633,  22  Atl. 
910;  Keenan  v.  Waters,  181  Pa.  247,  37 
Atl.  342;  Fiok  v.  Jackson,  3  Pa.  Super.  Ct. 
378. 

The  burden  of  proof  was  on  the  plain- 
tiff to  show  that  the  Moore  boiler  was  not 
in  ordinary  use. 

Titus  y.' Bradford,  B.  d  K.  R.  Co.  136  Pa. 
618,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  944,  20  Atl.  517. 

If  the  Moore  boiler  was  in  ordinary  use, 
it  is  wholly  immaterial  that  other  boilers 
were  snfer,  or  better  constructed  and  less 
dangerous,  because  an  employer  is  not  bound 
to  adopt  the  newest  or  latest  improvements. 

Payne  v.  Reese,  100  Pa.  301;  Delaware 
River  Iron-fihip  Bldg.  d  Engine  Works  v. 
Nuttall,  119  Pa.  149,  13  Atl.  65;  Northern 
C.  R.  Co.  V.  Husson,  101  Pa.  1,  47  Am. 
Rep.  690;  Allison  Mfg.  Co.  v.  McCormick, 
118  Pa.  5.19,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  613,  12  Atl. 
273;  Lehigh  d  W.  B.  Coal  Co.  v.  Hayes,  128 
Pa.  294,  5  L.  R.  A.  441,  16  Am.  St.  Rep. 
680,  18  Atl.  387 ;  Pittsburgh  d  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Sentmeyer,  92  Pa.  276,  37  Am.  Rep.  684; 
Faber  v.  Carlisle  Mfg.  Co.  126  Pa.  387,  17 
Atl.  621;  Keenan  v.  Waters,  181  Pa.  247, 
37  Atl.  342. 

The  employer  has  the  right  to  select  any 
one  of  several  machines  or  appliances  in  or- 
dinary use  that  he  considers  best  suited  to 
his  purpose;  and  he  cannot  be  held  liable 
for  the  exercise  of  his  judgment,  even  though 
it  may  turn  out  to  be  erroneous. 

Dooner  v.  Delaware  d  H.  Canal  Co.  171 
Pa.  581,  33  Atl.  415;, Kehler  v.  Schwenk, 
144  Pa.  348,  13  L.  R.  A.  374,  27  Am.  St. 
Rep.  633,  22  Atl.  910:  Harley  v.  Buffalo 
Car  Mfg.  Co.  142  N.  Y.  31,  36  N,  E.  813; 
Richards  v.  Rough,  53  Mich.  212,  18  N.  W. 
785;  Georgia.  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Propst,  83  Ala. 
518,  3  So.  764:  Wa.shington  Asphalt  Block 
d  Tile  Co.  V.  Mackey.  15  App.  D.  C.  410; 
RrcHC  V.  Hcrshcy.  163  Pa.  253,  43  Am.  St. 
Rep.  795.  29  Atl.  907. 

A  master  who  purchases  a  machine  or  ap- 
pliance from  a  reputable  manufactui-er  has 
fulfilled  his  full  duty  to  furnish  safe  and 
proper  machinerj'  to  his  employees. 

Ardesco  Oil  Co.  v.  Gilson,  63  Pa.  146; 
Mansfield  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  McEfieiy,  91 
Pa.  185,  36  Am.  Rep.  662;  Carlson  v. 
Phfrniif  Bridge  Co.  132  N.  Y.  273,  30  N. 
E.  750;  Shea  v.  Wellington,  163  Mass.  304, 
40  N.  E.  173. 

The  law  presumes  that  public  officers  per- 
form their  duty;  and.  in  fact,  it  presumes 
that  everyone  performs  his  duty  until  the 
contrary  is  shown.  ^-^  ^ 
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Mansfield  Coal  d  Coke  Co.  v.  McEnery, 
91  Pa.  185,  36  Am.  Rep.  662;  Ogleshy  v. 
MissouH  P.  R.  Co.  150  Mo.  137,  51  S.  W. 
758. 

The  burden  of  proof  was  on  the  plaintiff 
to  show  that  the  inspections  were  inade- 
quate. 

Racine  v.  NetD  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co.  70 
Hun,  453,  24  N.  Y.  Supp.  388;  McGregor  v. 
Rcid,  M.  d  Co.  76  111.  App.  610;  Patton  v. 
Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  37  C.  C.  A.  56,  95  Fed. 
244;  Bucher  v.  Pryihil,  19  App.  Div.  126, 
45  N.  Y.  Supp.  972;  Alaska  Treadwell  Gold 
Min.  Co.  V.  Whelan,  168  U.  S.  86,  42  L.  ed. 
390,  18  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  40;  Mansfield  Coal  d 
Coke  Co.  V.  McEnery,  91  Pa.  185,  36  Am. 
Rep.  662. 

Messrs.  Charles  Goldsmitli,  Maxwell 
Steveiisoii,  and  Thad.  L.  Vanderslioe, 
for  appellee: 

The  duty  is  on  the  employer  to  fumisli 
his  employees  reasonably  safe  appliances 
with  which  to  do  the  work  assigned  to  them. 
It  is  also  his  duty  to  know  what  appliances 
are  suitable  and  in  common  and  ordinary 
use  for  the  purpose. 

Bannon  v.  Lutz,  168  Pa.  174,  27  Atl.  890. 

We  find  in  the  possession  of  the  defendant 
a  defective  and  unsafe  boiler,  made  so  by 
reason  of  the  use  of  a  plate  not  used  any- 
where else,  and  used,  according  to  the  testi- 
mony, upon  only  one  or  two  boilers,  suoh  as 
the  defendant  had.  Having  shown  that  this 
contrivance  was  not  in  ordinary  use,  and 
having  shown,  also,  that  there  were  other 
appliances  or  contrivances  which,  if  applied 
Uf  this  cap  or  plate,  would  have  rendered  it 
perfectly  safe,  the  burden  then  shifted  to 
the  defendant  to  show  what  he  attempted 
to  show  in  his  defense,  and  that  was :  ( 1 ) 
That  the  engineer  did  a  careless  thing  in 
attempting  to  screw  up  the  plate  under 
pressure;  (2)  that  the  plate  and  boiler 
were  in  ordinary' use;  (3)  that  he  had  done 
all  that  a  prudent  man  could  do  to  deter- 
mine whether  this  was  a  safe  boiler  or  not; 
(4)  the  inspection  by  the  city  officials  re- 
lieved him. 

Where  there  is  conflicting  testimony  as  to 
the  reasonable  safeness  of  the  appliances, 
etc.,  the  question  is  for  the  jury. 

Philadelphia,  W.  d  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Keenan, 
103  Pa.  124. 

Where  there  is  any  evidence  of  neglipjence 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant  it  must  be 
submitted  to  the  jury. 

Murphy  v.  Crossan,  98  Pn.  405:  Phila- 
delphia, W.  d  B.  R.  Co.  Y.  Keenan,  ip3  Pa. 
124;  Spear  v.  Philadelphia,  W.  d  B.  R.  Co. 
119  Pa.  61,  12  Atl.  824;  Kohlcr  v.  Pennsyl 
vania  R.  Co.  135  Pa.  357,  1  Atl.  1040; 
aiossen  V.  Gehmati,  147  Pa.  619.  23  Atl. 
843;  Cougle  v.  McKee,  151  Pa.  602.  25  Atl. 
115;  Walbert  v.  Trexler,  156  Pa.  112,  27  Atl. 
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65;  Bannon  v.  Lutz,  l.")8  Pa.  166,  27  Atl. 
890;JPoZfc  v,  Schaeffer,  186  Pa.  255,  40  Atl. 
401. 

The  inspection  of  the  officials,  unle-> 
adequate  and  proper,  rose  no  higher  than 
any  other  inspection  by  servants  of  the  em- 
ployer, and  at  any  rate  was  properly  siih- 
mitied  to  the  jury  upon  the  question  of 
whether  the  employer  had  exerciwd  due 
care. 

Flike  V.  Boston  d  A.  R.  Co.  53  N.  Y.  549, 
13  Am.  Rep.  545;  Booth  v.  Boston  d  A.  R. 
Co.  73  N.  Y.  38,  29  Am.  Rep.  97;  Mehan  v. 
Syracuse,  B.  d  N.  Y.  R.  Corp.  73  N.  Y.  585 ; 
Fnilcr  v.  ijeudt,  80  N.  Y.  46,  36  Am.  Rep. 
575;  Sew  York,  L.  E.  d  W,  R.  Co.  v.  BelL 
112  Pi:.  400,  4  Atl.  50:  Lewis  v.  Seifert,  116 
Pa.  028,  2  Am.  St.  Rep.  631,  11  Atl.  514: 
Smith  v.  Hillside  Coal  d  I.  Co.  186  Pa.  28, 
40  Atl.  287. 

Dean,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  defendant  is  a  merchant  in  the  city 
of  Philadelphia,  using  steam  power  in  con- 
ducting his  business.  On  the  3 let  of  Au- 
gust, 1893,  plaintiff's  husband,  Thomas 
^rervice,  was  killed,  not  exactly  by  a  boiler 
explosion,  but  by  the  sudden  and  unusual 
escape  of  steam  in  great  force  and  large 
volume  from  the  end  of  the  boiler.  At  tJie 
time  of  the  accident  the  boiler  and  engine 
were  in  charge  of  ope  Rubner,  a  competent 
engineer.  Service,  the  deceased,  was  a  sort 
of  porter  or  "all  around  man"  in  the  estab- 
lishment. At  the  exact  time  of  his  death 
he  was  helping  the  engineer  in  the  boiler 
room.  From  the  testimony  of  the  engineer, 
who  is  the  only  living  witness  as  to  how  the 
accident  occurred,  the  boiler  and  all  its  at- 
tachments 'were  in  proper  order  in  the 
morning  when  the  fire  was  kindled.  About 
1 1  o'clock  in  the  forenoon  he  heard  a  hissing 
noise,  as  if  of  escaping  steam,  in  the  end 
of  the  boiler,  where  was  a  three-cornered 
plate  covering  three  of  the  boiler  tubes,  and 
secured  by  bolt  and  nut.  He  discovered  a 
small  jet  of  stenm,  about  the  diameter  of  ;i 
lead  pencil,  escaping  from  one  side  of  tho 
plate,  which  to  him  indicated  the  plate  was 
loose.  At  his  request,  Service  handed  him 
a  wrench,  wherewith,  by  screwing  down  the 
nut  on  the  bolt,  the  plate  would  be  made 
tight.  As  he  turned  the  wrench,  the  three- 
cornered  plate,  instead  of  tightening,  turned 
around  with  the  wrench,  greatly  enlarging 
the  aperture,  whereby  the  steam  escaped  with 
great  force  in  large  quantity,  severely,  though 
not  fatally,  scalding  the  engineer,  but  Serv- 
ice so  badly  that  he  died  in  twenty  minutes. 
The  plaintiff,  alleging  that  defendant  had 
furnished  a  dangerously  constructed  boiler, 
and  one  not  in  ordinary  use.  brought  this 
suit  for  damages.     The  learned  judge  of  the 
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court  below,  in  a  charge  admirable  for  its 
lucidness,  as  well  as  exhaustiveness,  in  that 
it  presented  impartially  every  question 
which  could  be  raised  on  the  evidence,  sub- 
mitted the  case  to  the  jury  to  find  whether 
the  construction  of  the  boiler,  as  to  this 
plate  and  the  method  of  attachment,  was 
such  as  was  in  ordinary  use,  and  had  been 
inspected  while  in  use  with  ordinary  care; 
saying  to  them,  if  they  found  against  de- 
fendant in  these  particulars,  they  might 
find  a  verdict  for  plaintilT.  There  was  a 
verdict  for  plaintiff  in  sum  of  $5,000,  and 
from  tlie  judgment  entered  on  it  we  have 
this  appeal  by  defendant,  with  five  assign- 
ments of  error.  No  one  of  them  is  of  suffi- 
cient merit  to  warrant  discussion,  except 
the  fifth,  which  asks  the  court,  under  all 
the  evidence,  to  direct  a  verdict  for  defend- 
ant. The  case  is  a  close  one.  We  have 
most  carefully  considered  the  evidence  in  all 
its  bearings,  and  the  law  that  applies  to  it, 
and  have  concluded  that  to  permit  the  judg- 
ment, under  the  undisputed  or  established 
facts,  to  stand,  would  fix  a  preceilent  prac- 
tically imposing  on  the  employer  the  re- 
sponsibility of  an  insurer  of  his  employees 
against  accident.  However  varying  may  be 
the  rule  in  some  other  states,  in  this  it  is 
settled.  Take  the  rule  as  stated  by  our 
Brother  Mitchell  in  Titus  v.  Bradford,  B. 
d  K.  R.  Co.  136  Pa.  618,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
944,  20  Atl.  517.  He  says:  "Absolute  safe- 
ty is  unattainable,  and  employers  are  not 
insurers.  They  are  liable  for  the  conse- 
quences, not  of  danger,  but  of  negligence; 
and  the  unbending  test  of  negligence  in 
methods,  machinery,  and  appliances  is  the 
ordinary  usage  of  the  business.  No  man  is 
held  by  law  to  a  higher  degree  of  skill  than 
the  fair  average  of  his  profession  or  trade; 
and  the  standard  of  due  care  is  the  conduct 
of  the  average  prudent  man."  For  this 
rule  he  cites  not  less  than  six  of  our  own 
cases  which  preceded  it,  and  certainly  not 
less  than  ten  have  followed ;  the  latest  being 
Keenan  v.  Waters,  181  Pa.  247,  37  Atl.  342. 
Of  course,  a  steam  boiler  is  dangerous,  even 
if  of  the  very  best  construction.  All  that 
can  be  hoped  for  is  that  the  danger  shall  be 
minimized  by  care  in  construction  and  use. 
Take  the  undisputed  facts  as  to  the  care  ex- 
ercised by  the  owner  in  the  selection  of  this 
boiler.  When  he  bought  it,  three  years  be- 
fore the  accident,  he  inquired  of  a  large 
number  of  business  men  who  had  knowledge 
on  the  subject  as  to  the  best  boiler,  and 
came  to  the  conclusion  to  see  Edward  J. 
Moore,  who  was  said  to  sell  a  nonexplosivc 
boiler  which  he  had  invented.  He  sent  for 
Moore,  who  came.  He  determined  to  take 
this  one,  after  Moore  had  pointed  out  its  ex- 
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cellencies  and  superiority.  He  paid  a  high- 
er price  for  it  than  many  others  were  of- 
fered for.  Moore  gave  him  the  names  of  a 
large  number  of  persons  who  had  bought 
and  were  then  using  the  boiler.  He  tlien 
employed  Rubner,  a  competent  engineer. 
This  is  conceded  by  plaintiff.  He  ran  the 
boiler  and  engine  for  about  three  years,  or 
up  to  the  date  of  the  accident,  without  com- 
plaint as  to  its  safety.  It  was  operated 
for  nearly  four  years  afterwards,  when  it 
was  sold,  only  because  a  larger  one  was 
needed.  Moore,  from  whom  the  boiler  had 
been  purchased,  had  a  large  experience  in 
the  use  of  boilers,  and  then  invented  this 
pattern.  He  testifies  that  he  recommended 
this  boiler  to  Shoneman  as  the  only  nonex- 
plosivc boiler  then  in  use;  that  it  was  used 
all  over  the  United  States,  and  to  some  ex- 
tent in  Europe;  that  at  the  date  of  the  pur- 
chase there  were  twelve,  and  at  the  date  of 
the  accident  eighty-three,  of  the  same  type 
in  use  in  Philadelphia  and  vicinity;  that 
the  boiler  was  perfectly  safe,  and  that  he 
had  never  known  of  an  accident  by  reason 
of  their  use.  He  gives  the  names  and  pla- 
ces of  business  of  those  using  the  boiler  at 
the  date  of  the  purchase  by  Shoneman,  and 
of  many  of  those  who  used  it  afterwards. 
Other  witnesses — engineers — were  called, 
who  had  charge  of  the  same  kind  of  boilers, 
and  testified  that  they  believed  it  entirely 
safe.  Their  opinion  was  that  the  accident 
arose  from  attempting  to  screw  down  the 
plate  while  the  pressure  from  the  steam  was 
on;  that  Rubner  should  first  have  either 
drawn  his  fires,  or  directed  the  escape  of 
steam  through  the  safety  valve,  before  at- 
tempting to  manipulate  the  screw.  This, 
however,  is  immaterial,  for  the  competency 
of  the  engineer  is  conceded  by  plaintiff; 
hence,  if  the  accident  came  from  his  neglect, 
the  defendant  is  not  answerable  to  a  co- 
eraployee  for  it;  and  so  the  court  instructed 
the  jury.  The  question  is  whether  Shone- 
man negligently  furnished  to  Service  and 
other  employees  dangerous  machinery  or  ap- 
pliances wherewith  to  carry  on  the  oper- 
ations of  his  business.  And,  as  is  said  in 
Titus  V.  Bradford  B.  d  K.  R.  Co.  136  Pa. 
618,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  944,  20  Atl.  517,  the 
unbending  test  of  negligence  is  the  ordinary 
usage  of  the  business.  The  ciire  exhibited 
by  defendant  in  the  selection  of  this  boiler 
then  in  use,  and  which  to  him  seemed  safer 
than  other  boilers;  the  long  use  of  it  with- 
out oomphiint  by  the  engineer;  that  it  was 
extensively  used  and  favored  by  many  other 
owners  and  manufacturers, — absolutely  re- 
but the  charge  of  negiligence.  Assume  that 
there  was  some  conllict  in  the  evidence  as 
to  whether  the  plate  over  the  tubes  could 
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have  been  made  safer  by  some  other  device 
or  arrangement,  nevertheless,  defendant  was 
not  bound  to  adopt  the  safest  attachment. 
Over  and  over  we  have  said  no  such  burden 
is  imposed  upon  an  employer.  Assuredly, 
there  were  in  use  thousands  of  different  pat- 
terns of  other  boilers  which  had  no  such  at- 
tachment; but  there  was  no  evidence  that 
this  had  ever  been  rejected  because  unsafe,  or 
that  it  had  not  such  extended  use  as  defend- 
ant claimed,  and  adduced  evidence  to  estab- 
lisli.  He  was  neither  a  boiler  maker,  nor 
an  engineer.  He  could  only  select  one  at  the 
sMprgention  of  those  who  used  boilers,  or  on 
the  recommendation  of  those  who  were  ex- 
perts. If,  in  the  exercise  of  business  pru- 
dence, he  got  an  unsafe  boiler,  yet  one  which 
was  in  ordinary  use,  he  is  not  answerable 
for  Uie  consequences. 

Another  point  was  made  at  the  trial  which 
calls  for  nrtice.  It  was  alleged  on  the  part 
of  plaintiff  that  there  was  no  proper  inspec- 
tion of  the  boiler;  that  age  and  use  had  in- 
paired  its  strength,  and  that  the  consequent 
weakness  may  have  aggravated  the  disaster, 
if  it  did  not  cause  it.  We  cannot  see  how 
otiier  than  one  view  can  be  taknn  of  the 
evidence;  either  the  accident  w»is  caused  by 
the  unsafe  design  of  the  plate  over  the 
tuljes.  or  by  the  negligence  of  the  engineer 
in  manipulating  the  nut  with  the  wrench; 
l)ut,  assume  that  neither  was  the  cause,  and 
that  it  had  its  source  in  the  weakness  of  an 
impaired  boiler,  then  was  there  sufficient 
evidence  of  neglectful  insj^ection  to  render 
defendant  answerable?  The  boiler  was 
several  times  inspected  by  the  official  boiler 
insjKM'tor  of  the  city,  who  declared  it  to  b*» 
in  safe  condition;  the  last  time  just  three 
days  before  the  accident,  when  the  inspector, 
after  examination,  delivered  to  defendant  hi^ 
official  certificate  of  insi)ection,  setting  out 
that  the  boiler  would  stand  a  working  pres- 
sure of  90  pounds  to  the  square  inch, — just 
twice  that  which  was  on  it  when  the  acci- 
dent occurred.  This  official  must  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  done  his  duty.  Nor  is  there 
anything  in  the  evident  to  rebut  that  pre- 
sumption. But,  even  if  he  failed,  how  can 
<lefendant  be  held  responsible?  He  had  not 
the  knowledge  which  fitted  him  to  inspect. 
What  else,  in  the  exercise  of  care,  could  he 
do.  than  rely  upon  the  ofiicial  certificate  of 
a  competent  and  sworn  officc'r?  We  think 
there  was  no  evidence  from  which  the  jury 
could  find  absence  of  care  on  part  of  defend- 
ant in  this  particular.  To  hold  otherwise 
would  place  employers  in  a  situation  of  as 
great  risk  as  that  of  accident  insurance  com- 
panies. 

The  judgment  is  reversed^  and  judgment 
is  entered  for  defendant. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Alexander   B.   COHN,   Appt,, 

V. 

Simon  MAY. 
(210  Pa.  «15.) 

The  oocapant  of  the  loifver  floors  of  m 
building,    ^ho    blockii    the    atalrwrny 

leading  from  the  upper  floor  to  the  ground 
so  that  a  tenant  of  such  floor.  In  seeking  to 
escape  a  Are,  is  compelled  to  drop  a  con- 
siderable distance  to  reach  the  ground,  is 
liable  for  the  injury  resulting  to  him  there- 
from. 

(February  20,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  No.  1,  for 
Philadelphia  County  in  favor  of  defendant 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  damages  for 
personal  injuries  alleged  to  have  been 
caused  by  defendant's  negligence.    Reversed. 

From  the  testimony  at  the  trial  it  ap- 
peared that  the  plaintiff  and  his  brother  oc- 
cupied the  fifth  story  of  a  building  of  which 
defendant  occupied  the  lower  floors.  A  fire 
occurred  in  the  building,  and  plaintiff,  in 
attempting  to  escape  by  a  flight  of  stairs, 
found  the  exit  cut  off  by  obstructions  placed 
by  defendant.  He  then  attempted  to  use  a 
rope  fire  escape  which  did  not  reach  below 
the  second  story,  and  was  compelled  to  drop 
from  the  end  of  it  to  the  ground  to  his  in- 
jury. 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Samuel  Englander,  for  appellant: 

The  statement  filed  in  this  action  is  suf- 
ficit*n1  whichever  way  it  is  looked  at.  wheth- 
er the  clause  impliedly  charging  the  de- 
fendant as  les.sor  is  treated  as  an  induce- 
ment, and  is  immaterial,  and  can  be  treated 
as  surplusage,  or  whether  treated  as  a  ma- 
terial allegiition,  and  thus  'charging  a 
double  cause  of  action,  to  wit,  charging  him 
as  landlord  and  as  cotenant. 

Inducement  states  under  what  circum- 
stances the  contract  was  made,  and  is  ex- 
planatory. 

T)  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  S.'i.'S;  Krie 
City  Iron  Works  v.  Barber,  118  Pa.  6,  12 
Atl.  411;  Afarfvns  v.  O'Connor,  101  Wis. 
20.  7«  N.  W.  774:  Rvpsher  v.  8hane.  3 
Veates,  .576;    Spcnrrr  v.  Dawson,  1  Moody 

NoTK.-  -As  to  effect  of  Interventng  cause  on 
llablllly  for  noRllffence.  see  also  cases  In  notCM 
to  Smith  V.  County  Court.  8  L.  It.  A.  82,  and 
Smlllnvlck  v.  Hall  &  U.  Co.  12  L.  R.  A.  279: 
also  the  later  cases.  In  this  series,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania R.  Co.  v.  Hammlll.  24  L.  R.  A.  531; 
(iood lander  Mill  Co.  v.  Standard  Oil  Co.  27  L.  R. 
A.  5S3:  Stone  v.  Boston  &  A.  R.  Co.  41  L.  R. 
A.  794  :  Southern  R.  Co.  v.  Webb.  59  L.  R.  A. 
109 :  Cole  V.  German  8av.  &  L.  Soc.  63  L.  R.  A. 
410  :  llehert  v.  Lake  Charles  Ice,  LlRht,  &  Wa- 
terworks Co.  04  L.  R.  A.  101 :  Nelson  v.  Nar- 
ragansett  Electric  Lighting  Co.  07  L.  R.  A.  116. 
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A,  R.  552 ;  Gcddis  v.  Irvine,  5  Pa.  508 ;  MV- 
tenherger  v.  Schlegel,  7  Pa.  241;  Smith  v. 
Teacle,  8  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  150;  Kline  v.  Guth- 
art,  2  Penr.  A  W,  490 ;  Com,  use  of  Haifey 
V.  Haffey,  6  Pa.  348 ;  Filson  v.  Dunhar,  26 
Pa.  475;  Frankum  v.  Falmouth,  2  Ad.  & 
El.  452;  22  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  604;  Walsh  v. 
Hastings,  20  Colo.  243,  38  Pac.  324; 
McAdams  v.  Sutton,  24  Ohio  St.  333. 

If  a  number  of  grounds  or  causes  of  ac- 
tion are  alleged,  and  only  one  proved,  the 
plaintiff  can  succeed. 

Thomas  v.  Central  R,  Co.  194  Pa.  511,  45 
Atl.  344;  Valentine  v.  A.  Colbum  Co.  10 
Pa.  Super.  Ct.  453 :  Coates  v.  Chapman,  195 
Pa.  109,  45  Atl.  676;  i^tiyder  v.  Wittner,  12 
W.  N.  C.  301;  Mclntire  v.  Westmoreland 
Coal  Co.  118  Pa.  108,  11  Atl.  808;  Sidwell 
V.  Evans,  1  Penr.  &,  W.  383,  21  Am.  Dec. 
387:  22  Enc.  PI.  &  Pr.  p.  567;  Platz  v. 
McKean  Tu:p,  178  Pa.  601,  36  Atl.  136;  Ben 
Franklin  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Flynn,  98  Pa.  627; 
Pennsylvania  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Dougherty,  102 
Pa.  568 ;  Magill  v.  Swearingen,  10  Pa.  497 ; 
McEachin  v.  Ste^oart,  106  N.  C.  336,  US. 
E.  274. 

Plaintiff's  injuries  were  the  proximate  re- 
sult of  defendant's  negligence,  exclusive  of 
statutory  regulation. 

21  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  487, 
488;  Hey  v.  Philadelphia,  81  Pa.  44,  22 
Am.  Rep.  733;  Oil  City  Gas  Co.  v.  Robin- 
son. 99  Pa.  1 ;  Bunting  v.  Hogsett,  139  Pa. 
363,  12  L.  R.  A.  268,  23  Am.  St.  Rep.  192, 
21  Atl.  31,  33,  34;  Quigley  v.  Delaware  d 
H.  Canal  Co.  142  Pa.  388,  24  Am.  St.  Rep. 
604,  21  Atl.  827;  Drake  v.  Kiely,  93  Pa. 
492;  Valla  y.  United  States  Exp.  Co.  147 
Pa.  404,  14  L.  R.  A.  743.  30  Am.  St.  Rep. 
741,  23  Atl.  594;  Sturgis  v.  Kountz,  165 
Pa.  358,  27  L.  R.  A.  390,  30  Atl.  976;  Web- 
ster V.  Monongahela  River  Consol.  Coal  d 
Coke  Co.  201  Pa.  278,  50  Atl.  964:  Pitts- 
burgh V.  Grier,  22  Pa.  54,  60  Am.  Dec.  65 ; 
Scott  V.  Hunter,  46  Pa.  192,  84  Am.  Dec. 
542;  Morrison  v.  Davis,  20  Pa.  171,  57  Am. 
Dec.  695;  Brown  v.  Lynn,  31  Pa.  510,  72 
Am.  Dec.  768;  McGrew  v.  Stone,  53  Pa. 
436;  Chambers  v.  Carroll,  199  Pa.  371,  49 
Atl.  128;  Sexoell  v.  Moore,  166  Pa.  570,  31 
Atl.  370. 

PlaintifTs  injuries  were  the  proximate  re- 
sult of  defendant's  negligent  act,  by  act  of 
assembly  of  June  8,  1893. 

21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  478 ; 
Lederman  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  105  Pa. 
118,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  644,  30  Atl.  725;  Con- 
nor V.  Electric  Traction  Co.  173  Pa.  602,  34 
Atl.  238. 

The  fact  that  the  statute  or  ordinance  in 
question  does  not  in  terms  impose  a  civil 
liability  for  its  violation  does  not  affect  evi- 
dence of  its  violation  as  going  to  show  neg- 
ligence. 
60  L.  R.  A.  61 


21  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  483 ; 
Pauley  v.  Steam  Gauge  d  Lantern  Co.  131 
N.  Y.  90,  15  L.  R,  A.  194,  29  N.  E.  999; 
Parker  v.  Barnard,  135  Mass.  116,  46  Am. 
Rep.  450;  Correll  v.  Burlington,  C.  R.  d  M. 
River  R.  Co.  38  Iowa,  120,  18  Am.  Rep.  22 : 
Reynolds  y.'Hindman,  32  Iowa,  146;  Dodge 
V.  Burlington,  C.  R.  d  M.  River  R.  Co.  34 
Iowa,  276;  Bott  v.  Pratt,  33  Minn.  323,  53 
Am.  Rep.  47,  23  N.  W.  237;  Garibaldi  v. 
O'Connor,  112  111.  App.  53;  King  v.  Russell, 
6  East,  429;  Com.  v.  Passmore,  1  Serg.  & 
R.  217;  People  v.  Cunningham,  1  Denio, 
524,  43  Am.  Dec.  709;  Murphy  v.  Leggett, 
29  App.  Div.  309,  51  N.  Y.  Supp.  472,  Af- 
firmed in  164  N.  Y.  121,  58  N.  E.  42;  Line- 
hen  V.  Western  Electric  Co.  29  App.  Div. 
463,  51  N.  Y.  Supp.  1080. 

Mr.  George  P.  RioH,  for  appellee: 

The  probable  consequence  is  one  that  is 
more  likely  to  follow  the  supposed  cause 
than  it  is  to  fail  to  follow  it. 

Hoag  V.  Lake  Shore  d  M.  S.  R.  Co.  85  Pa. 
293,  27  Am.  Rep.  653 ;  South  Side  Pass.  R. 
Co.  V.  Trich,  117  Pa.  390,  2  Am.  St.  Rep. 
672,  11  Atl.  627;  Wood  v.  Pennsylvania  R. 
Co.  177  Pa.  306,  35  L.  R.  A.  199,  55  Am.  St. 
Rep.  728,  35  Atl.  699;  Su?anson  v.  Cran- 
dall,  2  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  89;  Elliott  v.  Alle- 
gheny County  Light  Co.  204  Pa.  568,  54  Atl. 
278. 

Although  the  defendant's  violation  of  a 
statute,  and  the  plaintiff's  injuries  conse- 
quent thereupon,  be  shown,  the  former  will 
not  be  liable  merely  because  his  act  consti- 
tuted a  violation  of  the  law,  but  only  if  it 
proximately  caused  the  injuries  complained 
of. 

Christner  v.  Cumberland  d  E.  L.  Coal  Co. 
146  Pa.  67,  23  Atl.  221 :  Sexoell  v.  Moore, 
166  Pa.  570,  31  Atl.  370;  21  Am.  &  Eng. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  480. 

Plaintiff  sought  to  amend  by  introducing 
a  new  cause  of  action,  to  wit,  an  action  of 
tort,  for  obstructing  a  stairway,  after  the 
statute  of  limitations,  to  wit,  two  years, 
had  become  a  bar.  This  cannot  be  permit- 
ted. 

Royse  v.  May,  93  Pa.  454;  Philadelphia 
V.  Hestonville,  M.  d  F.  R.  Co.  203  Pa.  38, 
52  Atl.  184;  Grier  v.  Northern  Assur.  Co. 
183  Pa.  334,  39  Atl.  10;  Murphy  v.  Craw- 
ford, 114  Pa.  496,  7  Atl.  142;  Trego  v. 
Lewis,  58  Pa.  463 ;  Smith's  Appeal,  108  Pa. 
508;  Duffey  v.  Houtz,  106  Pa.  96;  Tyrrill 
V.  Lamb,  96  Pa.  464. 

Potter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

In  the  statement  of  claim  filed  by  the 
plaintiff  in  this  case  it  was  averred  that  the 
plaintiff's  firm  "rented  the  fifth  fioo**  of  the 
said  building  of  the  defendant,  who  was 
then  and  there  lessee  of  the  entire  prcmi- 
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ses,"  and  thtft  it  was  the  duty  of  defendant 
to  accord  to  the  plaintiff  ready  and  con- 
venient ingress  and  egress  from  the  build- 
ing by  the  back  stairway;  and  it  was 
charged  that  the  defendant  had  negligently 
violated  such  duty  by  blocking  up  the  stair- 
way by  placing  boxes  upon  it.  Upon  the 
trial  it  appeared  that  plaintiff's  firm  did 
not  rent  from  defendant,  but  that  both 
leased  from  a  third  party,  agent  for  the 
owner  of  the  building.  Plaintiff  moved  to 
amend  the  statement  to  accord  with  the 
facts,  but  the  court  refused  to  alIo»v  the 
amendment,  holding  that  it  would  introduce 
a  new  cause  of  action.  No  exception  was 
taken  to  the  refusal  to  allow  plaintiff  to 
amend.  At  the  close  of  the  plaintiff's  testi- 
mony a  compulsory  nonsuit  was  entered, 
which  the  court  subsequently  refused  to 
take  off.  This  refusal  is  the  only  question 
properly  raised  upon  this  appeal.  It  seems 
that,  while  the  trial  judge  was  of  opinion 
that  there  was  a  material  variance  between 
the  allegations  and  the  proof,  yet  the  re- 
fusal to  take  off  the  nonsuit  was  based  upon 
the  ground  that  the  negligence  of  the  de- 
fendant was  not  the  proximate  cause  of  the 
accident.  An  examination  of  the  statement 
shows  that  the  substantial  cause  of  action 
.which  it  sets  forth  is  that  upon  which  the 
plaintiff  relied  at  the  trial.  The  statement 
as  to  the  respective  tenancies  of  the  parties 
was  merely  explanatory,  and  might  have 
been  omitted.  It  is  clearly  set  out  that  the 
plaintiff's  firm  were  occupants  of  the  fifth 
floor  of  the  building,  and  the  defendant 
"then  and  there  occupied  certain  floors  of 
said  building  below  plaintiff;"  that  de- 
fendant, his  servants,  and  agents  permitted 
and  caused  to  be  placed  upon  a  certain 
stairway,'  leading  to  and  from  the  fifth  floor, 
divers  boxes,  so  that  the  stairway  became 
choked  and  blocked  with  said  boxes,  and  in- 
gress to  and  egress  from  the  fifth  floor  by 
way  of  said  stairway  was  cut  off,  and,  as  a 
result  thereof,  the  plaintiff  waa  injured. 
This  was  a  direct  averment  of  negligence  on 
the  part  of  the  defendant,  which  the  evi- 
dence prodiiced  at  the  trial  tended  to  prove. 
We  think  it  was  sufficient.  See  Coates  v. 
Chapman,  195  Pa.  109,  46  Atl.  676.  In  his 
opinion  refusing  to  take  off  the  nonsuit  the 
trial  judge  says  that,  under  the  evidence, 
^the  jury  would  have  been  warranted  in 
finding  that  the  boxes  placed  by  defendant's 
workmen  upon  the  back  stairway  constitut- 
ed the  obstruction  which  prevented  the 
plaintiff  from  making  use  of  that  means  of 
exit.  But  he  does  not  think  this  act  of  neg- 
ligence can  be  considered  as  the  proximate 
cause  of  the  injuries  which  resulted  to 
plaintiff.  In  this  conolu.sion  we  cannot 
n^^'ree.  A  case  much  like  the  present  on«'  in 
some  of  its  facts  was  »SVK't7/  v.  Moore^  1G6 
09  L.  R,  A. 


Pa,  670,  31  Atl.  370.  There  the  plaintifT 
was  prevented  from  reaching  the  fire  escape 
by  the  fact  that  the  door  leading  to  it  was 
locked,  and  she  then  jumped  from  a  win- 
dow, and  was  injured.  The  court  said,  at 
page  676  of  166  Pa.,  page  373  of  31  At!.: 
"The  diflficulty  was  in  the  locking  of  the 
door  that  led  to  .  .  .  [the  fire  escape] 
on  the  third  floor.  The  plaintiff  got  to  this 
in  time,  and,  had  it  been  open,  as  it  should 
have  been,  she  could  have  escaped  .  .  . 
injilry.  .  .  .  The  only  proximate  and 
effective  cause  of  the  injury  was  the  locking 
of  the  door."  A  cause  is  not  too  remote 
merely  because  it  produces  the  damages  by 
means  of  an  intermediate  agency.  Where 
the  injury  was  the  immediate  consequence 
of  some  peril  to  which  the  injured  party 
was  obliged  to  expose  himself  in  order  to 
avoid  the  peril  arising  from  the  defendant's 
negligence,  it  is  proximate  enough.  Pitts- 
burgh v.  Grier,  22  Pa,  54,  60  Am.  Dec  65 ; 
Vallo  V.  United  States  Exp.  Co.  147  Pa. 
404,  14  L.  R,  A.  743,  30  Am.  St.  Rep.  741. 
23  Atl.  594.  The  cases  upon  this  subject 
are  reviewed  in  Gudf elder  v.  Pittsburg,  C. 
C.  d  St.  L.  Co.  207  Pa.  629,  57  Atl.  70;  and 
the  test  of  proximate  cause  is  again  cited 
as  being  whether  the  facts  between  the  neg- 
ligent act  and  the  final  result  to  the  plain- 
tiff constitute  a  continuous  succession  of 
events,  so  linked  together  that  they  become 
a  natural  whole. 

In  the  present  case,  danger  from  fire  was 
reasonably  to  be  apprehended  and  guarded 
against  at  all  times.  The  stairways,  both 
front  and  back,  formed  the  natural  means 
of  passage  to  and  from  the '  upper  stories, 
and  common  prudence  required  that  they  be 
kept  free  from  obstructions.  When  the  serv- 
ants of  the  defendant  blocked  up  the  pas- 
sageway, they  may  not  have  anticipated  that 
a  fire  would  occur  so  soon ;  but  they  were  re- 
sponsible for  any  resulting  damage  which 
might  be  caused  by  their  careless  act.  The 
result  might  have  been  a  fall  upon  the  stair- 
way by  someone  seeking  to  pass.  It  might 
have  resulted  in  damage  in  more  than  one 
unforeseen  direction.  But  as  it  was,  it  so 
happened  that,  under  the  imperative  neces- 
sity of  escaping  from  the  fire,  the  plaintifi" 
sought  to  descend  the  stairway.  Had  it  been 
unobstructed,  he  could  readily  have  escaped 
in  that  way.  But  he  says  in  his  testimony 
that  the  boxes  which  had  been  placed  in  the 
way  by  the  defendant's  servants  cut  him  off. 
Being  in  extreme  peril,  and  acting  upon 
what  seemed  to  him  the  best  judgment,  ht 
says  that  the  only  way  of  escupe  he  then 
found  open  was  throu^^h  a  window  and  down 
a  rope,  and  then  by  a  drop  to  the  ground. 
In  followin<r  tins  method  he  received  the  in- 
j\iri(»s  for  which  he  here  seeks  to  recover. 
If    11  le    jury    believe    the    testimony  of  the 
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plaintiff,  it  presents  a  suooession  of  events 
which  may  properly  be  considered  as  un- 
broken. Certainly,  if  the  sequence  of  events 
as  they  actually  did  occur  had  been  suggest- 
ed beforehand  to  the  mind  of  a  reasonably 
prudent  man,  he  would  have  thought  it 
quite  possible  for  them  to  follow. 

Our  conclusion  in  this  case  is  that,  if  the 
stairs  were  so  obstructed  that  the  plaintiff 


could  not  reasonably  make  use  of  them,  such 
obstruction  may  have  fairly  been  held  to  be 
the  proximate  and  effective  cause  of  the  in- 
jury suffered  by  the  plaintiff.  The  assign- 
ment alleging  error  in  the  refusal  to  take 
off  the  nonsuil  is  sustained. 

The  judgment  is  reversed,  and  a  proce- 
dendo is  awarded. 


UNITED  STATES  CIRCUIT  COURT   OF    APPEALS,    THIRD    CIRCUIT. 


SUPREME    COUNCIL    AMERICAN    LE- 
GION  OF  HONOR,  Pllf,  in  Err., 

V. 

Henry  B.  LIPPINCOTT  to  Use  of  George 
L.  Lippincott. 

(67  C.  C.  A.  650,  134  Fed.  824.) 

1.  An  election  to  trent  the  orlarinal 
contract  a«  atill  In  force,  upon  notiflca- 
tlon  of  reduction  in  tlie  amounts  of  certifi- 
cates in  a  mutual  benefit  society,  adhered  to 
for  two  years  and  five  months,  is  not  subject 
to  change,  so  as  to  permit  a  certificate  holder 
to  treat  the  contract  as  rescinded,  and  sue 
for  assessments  paid. 

SB.  Brench  of  the  contract  of  m  uftntnnl 
beneflt  aocletT  by  arbitrary  redac- 
tion of  the  amount*  of  outiitandlnflr 
certllicaten  Is  not  a  continuing  one,  so  as 
to  entitle  a  certificate  holder  to  elect  to  treat 
the  contract  as  rescinded  at  any  time  before 
the  time  set  for  performance. 

(February  13,  1905.) 

ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  lEastern  District  of  Penn- 
sylvania to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of 
plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  recover  as- 
sessments alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully 
exacted  upon  a  mutual  benefit  certificate. 
Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Ar<jued  before  Acheson,  Dallas,  and  Oray, 
Circuit  Judges. 

.Ucssra.  Mnrdooh  Kendriok  and 
Frank  P.  Prlohard,  for  plaintiff  in 
error: 

Plaintiff  was  not  entftled  to  change  his 
election. 

JoJmsUme  v.  Milling,  L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div. 
460;  Morgan  v.  McKce,  77  Pa.  228;  Ding- 
lei/  V.  Oler.  117  U.  S.  490-503,  20  L.  ed.  984- 
988,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  850. 

Mr.  J.  S.  Brliitoii,  for  defendant  in 
error : 

Even   tliough   the  payments   were   volun- 


NoTE. — As    to   right   to   rescind   or   abandon 
contract  because  of  other  party's  default,   see 
Tiiike    Shore   &   M.    S.    R.   Co.    v.    Richards,    30 
L.  H.  A.  .^3.  and  not^. 
fiO  L.  R.  A. 


tary,  the  contracting  parties  were  not  upon 
equal  terms,  and  for  that  reason  the  doc- 
trine of  anticipatory  breach,  as  laid  down 
in  Johnstone  v.  Milling,  L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div. 
460;  Hochster  v.  De  La  Tour,  2  El.  &  BI. 
678,  22  L,  J.  Q.  B.  N.  S.  465;  and  Frost  v. 
Knight,  L.  R.  7  Exch.  114, — does  not  apply, 
because  the  doctrine  there  laid  down  is 
limited  to  contracts  not  even  partially  per- 
formed by  either  party. 

Jessopy.  Ivorif,  158  Pa.  71,  27  Atl.  840. 

The  notice  of  an  intention  not  to  perform 
the  contract,  if  not  accepted  by  the  other 
party  as  a  present  breach,  remains  only  a 
matter  of  intention,  and  may  be  withdrawn 
at  any  time  before  the  performance  is  in 
fact  due. 

Zuck  V.  McClure,  98  Pa.  541;  Ripley  v. 
M'Clure,  4  Exch.  345;    Lealce,  Contr.  873. 

Although,  aB  a  general  rule,  a  payment 
exacted  as  a  condition  to  the  performance  of 
a  contract  cannot  be  considered  compulsory 
if  the  nonperformance  of  the  contract  would 
jeopardize  the  plaintiff's  rights,  he  having 
partially  performed,  the  payment  under  pro- 
test is  compulsory. 

Niedermeyer  v.  University  of  Missouri,  61 
Mo.  App.  654;  Westlake  v.  8t.  Louis,  77 
Mo.  47,  46  Am.  Rep.  4 ;  Homer  v.  State,  42 
App.  Div.  430,  59  N.  Y.  Supp.  96;  Buford 
v.  Lonergan,  6  Utah,  301,  22  Pac.  164;  Cor- 
hle  V.  Maxwell,  3  Blatchf.  413,  Fed.  Cas. 
No.  3,231. 

AoHeaon,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

It  was  decided  by  this  court  in  Supreme 
Council  .4.  L.  H.  v.  Black,  59  C.  C.  A.  414, 
123  Fed.  650,  that,  by  reason  of  the  adop- 
tion by  the  corporation  of  the  by-law  reduc- 
ing the  insurance  certificate  from  $5,000  to 
$2,000,  and  putting  the  by-law  into  effect  by 
making  assessments  on  the  reduced  basis, 
and  notifying  the  certificate  holders,  a  cer- 
tificate holder  who  had  performed  his  part 
of  the  contract,  and  had  not  consented  to 
the  reduction,  might  elect  to  treat  the  con- 
tract as  rescinded,  and  sue  immediately  to 
recover  back  all  the  assessments  he  had  paid 
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under  his  certificate.  We  applied  to  the 
case  the  principle  enunciated  in  Hochster  v. 
De  La  Tour,  2  El.  &  Bl,  678;  Johnstone  v. 
Milling,  L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div.  460,  and  Roehm 
V.  Horst,  178  U.  S.  1,  13,  44  L.  ed.  953,  958, 
20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  780,  that,  when  one  party  to 
a  contract  to  be  performed  at  a  future  time 
announces  his  intention  not  to  perform  it, 
the  other  party,  if  he  chooses,  may  elect  to 
act  upon  such  announcement  as  a  wrongful 
renunciation  of  the  contract,  and  may  there- 
upon treat  the  same  as  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract, and  bring  suit  at  once  for  such  breach. 
Black  had  given  immediate  notice  that  he 
regarded  the  by-law  as  a  breach  of  the  con- 
tract, and  he  promptly  brought  his  action. 
In  the  subsequent  case  of  Supreme  Council 
A.  L.  H,  V.  Daix,  64  C.  C.  A.  435,  130  Fed. 
101,  we  held  that  the  certificate  holder  there 
suing  had  not  lost  his  right  to  treat  the 
contract  as  rescinded,  and  recover  back  the 
assessments  he  had  paid,  simply  because  of 
a  delay  of  two  years  and  three  months  in 
giving  notice  of  his  election  to  do  so;  he 
having  done  nothing  in  afi^rmance  of  the  by- 
law or  indicating  a  waiver  of  his  right  to 
treat  the  contract  as  rescinded,  and  having 
done  no  act  tending  to  mislead  the  corpora- 
tion ;  and  it  not  appearing  that  the  corpora- 
tion had  suffered  any  injury  from  the  de- 
lay of  the  plaintiff  in  signifying  his  election 
to  rescind.  The  present  case  differs  from 
the  two  former  ones  (the  Ccisea  of  Black 
and  Daix)  in  this:  That,  immediately  up- 
on the  adoption  and  putting  into  effect  of 
the  by-law,  the  plaintiff  (Lippincott)  made 
his  election  not  to  treat  the  contract  under 
his  $5,000  certificate  as  at  an  end,  or  broken, 
but  to  keep  the  contract  in  full  force,  and 
to  maintain  unimpaired  all  his  rights  there- 
under; and  to  that  position  he  steadfastly 
adhered  for  a  period  of  two  years  and  five 
months.  The  court  below,  in  its  opinion, 
says:  "The  unquestioned  facts  show  plain- 
ly that  the  plaintiff,  by  his  words  and  con- 
duct, declared  his  intention  not  to  assent 
to  the  reduction  of  his  certificate,  but  to 
hold  on  to  the  original  agreement."  To 
this  latter  end  he  protested  against  the  at- 
tempted reduction,  offered  to  pay  assess- 
ments upon  the  full  face  of  his  certificate, 
and  thereafter  paid  assessments  based  upon 
the  reduced  amount,  but  always  under  pro- 
test, until  February  28,  1903,  when  he  wrote 
to  the  local  council:  "I  shall  discontinue 
to  pay  the  dues  and  assessments  on  the 
$5,000  certificate  issued  to  me,  and  will  ask 
you  to  return  me  the  amount  paid  by  me  on 
the  same  up  to  October  1,  1900,  at  which 
time,  by  the  adoption  of  the  resolution,  you 
abrogated  your  contract  with  me."  Now,  un- 
doubtedly the  plaintiff  had  kept  his  contract 
alive,  so  that,  if  he  had  died  between  October 
1.  1900,  and  February  28,  1903,  his  benefici- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


ary  (Mrs.  Lippincott)  could  have  recovered 
the  amount  of  his  insurance  certificate, 
$5,000.  The  protests  which  accompanied  the 
plaintiff's  payments  of  assessments  were  in- 
tended merely  to  preserve  his  contract 
rights  under  his  $5,()00  certificate,  and  had 
no  other  effect. 

This  action  was  brought  on  March  18, 
1903,  for  the  recovery  of  the  dues  and  as- 
sessments paid  by  the  plaintiff  under  his 
certificate  prior  to  October  1,  1900,  the  date 
when  the  reducing  by-law  of  August,  1900. 
went  into  effect.  Aniicipatory  breach  of  the 
contract  is  the  ground  of  recovery  relied  on. 
Can  the  plaintiff  recover,  in  view  of  his  elec- 
tion, made  in  October,  1900,  not  to  accept 
the  defendant's  action  as  an  anticipatory 
breach,  but  to  treat  the  contract  as  continu- 
ing in  full  force,  his  subsequent  retention 
of  membership  in  the  order,  and  his  pay- 
ments of  assessments  down  to  February  28, 
1903?  This  question  can  best  be  answered 
by  referring  to  what  was  said  in  Hochster 
V.  De  La  Tour,  2  El.  &  Bl.  678,  Johnstone 
V.  Milling,  L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div.  460,  and 
Roehm  V.  Horst,  178  U.  S.  1,  13,  44  L..  ed. 
953,  958,  20  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  780,  the  leading 
cases  on  the  subject  of  anticipatory  breaches 
of  contracts.  We  extract  from  these  cases 
the  following  principles:  Where  one  party 
to  a  contract  to  be  performed  in  the  future, 
before  the  time  for  performance  arrives,  re- 
fuses to  perform,  or  declares  his  intention 
not  to  perform,  he  thereby,  so  far  as  he  is 
concerned,  declares  his  intention  then  and 
there  to  rescind  the  contract.  Such  renun- 
ciation, however,  in  and  of  itself  does  not 
work  a  rescission,  for  one  party  to  a  con- 
tract cannot,  by  himself,  rescind  it.  But  by 
making  the  wrongful  renunciation  he  enti- 
tles the  other  party,  if  he  pleases,  to  agree 
to  the  contract  being  put  an  end  to,  subject 
to  the  retention  by  him  of  his  right  to  bring 
an  action  in  respect  to  such  wrongful  re- 
scission. L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div.  467.  A  decla- 
ration by  the  promisor,  before  the  time  for 
performance  has  arrived,  of  his  intention 
not  to  perform,  is  not  in  itself,  and  unless 
acted  on  by  the  promisee,  a  breach  of  the 
contract.  Such  declaration  only  becomes  a 
wrongful  act  if  the  promisee  elects  to  treat 
it  as  such.  If  he  does  so  elect,  it  becomes  a 
breach  of  contract,  and  he  can  recover  upon 
it  as  much.  Id.  473.  In  Johnstone  v.  Mill- 
ing, L.  R.  16  Q.  B.  Div.  460,  467,  Lord 
Esher,  Master  of  the  Rolls,  said:  "The 
other  party  may  adopt  such  renunciation  of 
the  contract  by  so  acting  upon  it  as,  in  ef- 
fect, to  declare  that  he,  too,  treats  the  con- 
tract as  at  an  end,  except  for  the  purpose 
of  bringing  an  action  upon  it  for  the  dam- 
ages sustained  by  him  in  consequence  of 
such  renunciation.  He  cannot,  however, 
himself  proceed   with   the   oontraet  on  the 
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footing  that  it  still  exists  for  other  pur- 
poses, and  also  treat  such  renunciation  as 
an  immediate  breach.  If  he  adopts  the  re- 
nunciation, the  contract  is  at  an  end,  except 
for  the  purposes  of  the  action  for  such 
wrongful  renunciation.  If  he  doea  not  wish 
to  do  so,  he  must  wait  for  the  arrival  of  the 
time  when,  in  the  ordinary  course,  a  cause 
of  action  on  the  contract  would  arise.  He 
must  elect  which  course  he  will  pursue." 

Now,  the  plaintiff  was  not  bound  by  the 
action  of  the  corporation  in  adopting  the 
by-law  of  1900  and  putting  it  into  effect. 
His  contract  remained  unaffected.  But  he 
acquired  the  right  of  electing  either  to  treat 
the  attempted  reduction  of  his  certificate  as 
a  breach  of  the  contract  and  ground  for 
making  an  end  of  it  with  an  immediate 
right  of  action  for  the  recovery  of  damages, 
or  else  to  hold  fast  to  his  contract.  The 
plaintiff  chose  the  latter  course.  He  elected 
to  keep  the  contract  alive,  and  did  so.  The 
court  below  did  not  doubt  that  the  plaintiff 
had  elected  to  keep  the  contract  alive.  In 
its  opinion  the  court  states  the  question 
here  to  be  "the  right  of  a  member  of  the  de- 
fendant order  to  rescind  his  contract  after 
having  onoe  elected  not  to  rescind."  And 
the  court  held  that  the  plaintiff  was  not 
precluded,  even  after  the  lapse  of  two  years 
and  five  months,  from  making  a  second  elec- 
tion to  rescind  the  contract.  To  this  view 
we  cannot  assent.  In  the  circumstances  we 
think  it  was  not  open  to  the  plaintiff  to 
make  a  second  election,  reversing  his  former 
one.  Olough  v.  London  d  N.  W.  R,  Co.  L, 
R.  7  Exch.  2Q,  34.  Speaking  of  the  right  of 
election  to  avoid  a  sale  of  personalty,  the 
court  there  said:  "And  we  further  agree 
that  the  contract  continues  valid  till  the 
party  defrauded  has  determined  his  election 
by  avoiding  it.  And,  as  is  stated  in  Com. 
Dig.  Electionf  c.  2,  if  a  roan  once  deter- 
mines his  election  it  shall  be  determined 
forever;  and,  as  is  also  stated  in  Com.  Dig. 
Eleotiony  c.  1,  the  determination  of  a  man's 


election  shall  be  made  by  express  words  or 
by  act.  And  consequently  we  agree  with 
what  seems  to  be  the  opinion  of  all  the 
judges  below,  that,  if  it  can  be  shown  that 
the  London  Pianoforte  Company  have  at 
any  time  after  knowledge  of  the  fraud, 
either  by  express  words  or  by  unequivocal 
acts,  affirmed  the  contract,  their  election  has 
been  determined  forever." 

The  principle  of  the  finality  of  an  elec- 
tion once  made  is  applicable,  we  think,  to 
the  present  case. 

We  see  no  ground  upon  which  the  plain- 
tiff can  avoid  the  election  he  made  in  Oc- 
tober, 1900.  We  cannot  agree  that  it  was 
"a  hasty  and  ill-advised  decision."  It 
seems  to  us  to  have  been  intelligently  and 
deliberately  made  upon  full  knowledge  of  all 
the  facts.  Moreover,  the  plaintiff  rested 
content  with  his  election  for  two  years  and 
five  months.  His  election  to  keep  the  con- 
tract alive  is  not  now  open  to  reconsidera- 
tion. Nor  can  we  give  our  assent  to  the 
proposition  urged  by  the  defendant  in  error 
that  the  breach  of  contract  was  a  continuing 
one,  and  therefore  that  the  plaintiff  could 
rescind  the  contract  at  any  time  up  to  the 
time  set  for  performance.  All  the  grounds 
warranting  rescission  existed  and  were  com- 
plete at  the  time  the  plaintiff  made  his 
original  election.  The  right  of  the  plaintiff 
to  abrogate  the  contract  was  gone  forever 
when  he  elected  not  to  rescind.  .  His  exer- 
cise of  the  right  of  election  fixed  the  con- 
tractual relations  of  the  parties.  Those  re- 
lations were  not  thereafter  subject  to 
change  at  the  mere  pleasure  of  the  plain- 
tiff. 

The  views  we  have  above  expressed  re- 
quire us  to  render  the  judgment  following: 
The  judgmont  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  re- 
versed, and  the  cause  is  remanded  to  that 
court,  with  direction  to  enter  judgment  in 
favor  of  the  defendant  non  olstcmte  vere- 
dicto. 
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B.  A.  TAYLOR,  Auditor  of  Madison  Coun- 
ty, et  al,  Plffs.  in  Err., 

V. 

Eugenia  J.  CRAWFORD  et  al. 

( Ohio ) 

•Section  8  of  an  act  entitled  «An  Act  to 

*Headuote  by  the  Codbt. 

NoTii. — Maintenance  of  drainage  ditches. 

The  general  question  as  to  the  liability  for 
the  expense  of  drainage  is  considered  In  a  note 
to  Heffner  v.  Case  &  Morgan  Counties,  58  L.  R. 
A.  .353.  But  after  the  drainage  system  has 
6ft  L.  R.  A. 


Provide  for  the  Cleaning  Out  and 
Keeplnflr  In  Repair  of  Public  Dltclien, 

Drains,  and  Water  Courses,  et  cet.**  (95  Ohio 
Laws.  p.  155),  passed  April  15,  1902,  Is  not 
invalid,  as  helng  In  conflict  with  §  19  of 
article  1,  or  S  16  of  article  1,  or  with  any 
other  proylslon  of  the  Constitution  of  the 
state  of  Ohio.  , 

(June  27,  1905.) 

been  installed  there  are  necessarily  some  ex- 
penses attending  its  maintenance  in  a  working 
condition,  and  some  attention  and  care  are  also 
necessary  to  preserve  Its  efficiency.  The  ques- 
tion then  arises.  Upon  whom  are  these  burdens 
cast?     Primarily  these  matters  are  controlled 
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ERROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  for  Madi- 
son County  to  review  a  judgment  re- 
versing a  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas  in  favor  of  defendants  in  a  suit  to 
enjoin  proceedings  for  the  cleansing  of  a 
draining  ditch.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Price,  J.: 

The  plaintiffs  below  filed  their  petition 
praying  for  an  injunction  against  the  plain- 
tiffs in  error,  who  were  proceeding  to  make 
an  assessment  on  the  lands  of  the  plaintiffs 
and  others  to  pay  for  the  cleaning  out  of 
a  certain  ditch  which  had  been  established 
in  1886.  The  surveyor  and  auditor  were 
acting  under  the  provisions  of  §  3  of  an  act 
of  the  general  assembly  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Provide  for  the  Cleaning  Out  and  Keep- 
ing in  Repair  of  Public  Ditches,  Drains,  and 
Water  Courses,  et  oet"     (95  Ohio  Laws,  p. 


155),  passed  April  15,  1002.  Among  other 
claims  which  are  noticed  in  the  opinion,  it 
is  alleged  that  said  section  conflicts  witli 
§  19  of  article  1  of  our  state  Constitution. 
The  averments  of  the  petition  were  met  by 
an  answer,  and  the  case  was  heard  in  the 
court  of  common  pleas  on  the  evidence,  and 
that  court  found  for  the  defendants,  the 
auditor  and  surveyor.  On  appeal  the  ca^rc 
was  again  heard  in  the  circuit  court,  where 
a  perpetual  injunction  was  granted  on  the 
ground  that  said  §  3  is  unconstitutional. 
Error  is  prosecuted  in  this  court  to  obtain  a 
reversal  of  the  judgment  of  the  circuit 
court. 

Messrs.  C.  B.  Hombeok  and  T.  J.  Dmi- 
emMf  ior  plaintiffs  in  error : 

The  assessing  of  property  for  the  pur- 
pose  of  public   improvement,   such   as   the 


by  the  provisions  of  statutes.  It  is  not  desir- 
able to  set  these  provisions  out,  because  not 
only  are  they  easy  of  access  In  the  statute 
books,  but  consultation  of  the  latest  edition  of 
the  statute  book  will  Insure  the  securing  of  the 
provisions  in  force,  which  could  not  be  assured 
In  any  other  way.  The  construction  which  tbe 
courts  have  given  to  the  statutes  may,  however, 
be  helpful,  not  only  in  determining  what  the 
present  law  is,  but  also  in  understanding  the 
meaning  of  terms  In  future  statutes ;  and  there- 
fore a  short  review  of  the  decisions  will  be  at- 
tempted. The  adoption  of  plans  for  the  im- 
provement of  lands  by  concerted  action  under 
legislative  authority  for  its  drainage  Is  of  com- 
paratively recent  origin,  so  that  the  body  of 
case  law  is  somewhat  limited,  and  many  of  the 
problems  have  not  yet  been  solved. 

Right  of  landoicner  to  compel  repair. 

After  a  landowner  has  been  assessed,  some- 
times for  a  large  amount,  for  the  construction 
of  a  drainage  system  on  the  theory  that  his 
property  will  be  benefited  by  the  improvement 
he  Is  usually  deeply  interested  in  having  the 
system  maintained  in  a  working  condition  ;  and 
the  question  arises.  What  right  has  he  to  compel 
the  of&cials  charged  with  the  care  of  the  im- 
provement to  perform  their  duty?  The  statutes 
usually  contain  an  express  provision  upon  this 
subject ;  but  it  hns  been  held  that  a  landowner 
who  has  been  assessed  for  the  construction  and 
repair  of  a  drainage  ditch  cannot  compel  the 
commissioners,  by  mandamus,  to  levy  an  assess- 
ment to  repair  a  lateral  which  has  become  ob- 
structed so  that  his  land  is  not  drained,  where 
they  have  no  funds  on  hand  to  devote  to  that 
purpose,  and  the  statute  authorizes  them,  under 
such  circumstances,  to  petition  the  court  for 
the  making  of  an  as.se.s8ment ;  since,  the  matter 
being  within  their  discretion,  it  cannot  be  con- 
'  trolled  by  mandamus,  unless  It  shall  be  made  to 
appear  that  their  refusal  Is  arbitrary  and 
amounts  to  a  fraud,  or  their  motive  Is  to  accom- 
plish their  own  personal  or  selfish  ends.  Brom- 
well  V.  Flowers  (111.^  73  N.  E.  407.  The  court, 
however,  in  that  case,  because  of  failure  to 
8tntc  the  contrary  in  the  petition,  assumed  that 
the  lateral  ditches  were  In  that  district  kept 
In  repair  by  the  landowners  individually  bene- 
fit <»rt  thereby,  and,  assuming  that  to  be  true, 
fiO  L.  R.  A. 


it  would  be  unjust  to  compel  others  to  cod 
tribute  towards  the  repair  of  the  lateral  through 
the  petitioner's  land. 

A  mandamus  will  not  lie  to  compel  a  towo 
ship  trustee  to  remove  obstructions  from  a 
drain,  where  the  provisions  of  the  statute  mak- 
ing It  his  duty  to  repair  and  remove  obstruc- 
tions from  ditches  or  drains  theretofore  ob- 
structed are  unconstitutional  and  void.  Tyler 
Y.  State,  83  Ind.  563. 

A  landowner,  having  the  right  by  law  to 
enter  upon  the  lands  of  another  to  remove  ob- 
structions inadvertently  or  negligently  placed 
In  a  legally  established  ditch  by  such  otoer  for 
temporary  purposes  which  are  easily  removed, 
cannot  stand  by  and  await  the  ruin  of  hi^ 
crops,  and  hold  the  other  liable  therefor,  in  the 
absence  of  evidence  that  the  obstructions  were 
wilfully  placed  therein  for  the  purpose  of  creat- 
ing obstructiona    Chambers  v.  Kyle,  87  Ind.  83. 

Action  by  officials. 

The  duty  of  looking  after  the  repair  should 
be,  and  usually  Is,  imposed  by  statute  upon  tbe 
oflicials  to  whose  care  the  improvement  has  been 
committed,  either  upon  their  own  Initiative  or 
upon  petition  by  interested  property  owners. 
The  repair  Is  usually  regarded  as  a  matter  of 
routine  duty,  and  does  not  require  the  com- 
plicated processes  necessary  for  the  original 
establishment  of  the  ditch. 

The  law  contemplates,  In  providing  the  ease- 
ment of  a  drain,  that  it  will  require  that  It  be 
kept  In  repair  In  order  to  preserve  Its  useful- 
ness, and  does  not.  In  requiring  notice  to  adjoin 
ing  owners  when  the  ditch  is  originally  opened, 
demand  that  notice  of  its  repair  or  reopenlD); 
shall  l)e  given  in  the  same  manner  In  order  to 
validate  assessment  for  such  repair.  Yeoman.^ 
V.  Riddle.  84  Iowa,  147,  50  N.  W.  88«. 

The  propriety  of  having  an  existing  draia 
cleaned  out  does  not  necessarily  need  to  be  de^ 
termlned  by  commissioners  or  Jurors,  unless  in- 
volving more,  than  cleansing.  Where  a  drain 
has  once  been  legally  made  there  Is  a  prestimp 
tion  that,  if  necessary  at  all,  It  should  be  kept 
In  reasonable  order.  Barker  v.  Vernon  Twp. 
63  Mich.  516.  30  N.  W.  175. 

A  provision  in  a  drainage  law  authorizing 
township  trustees  to  repair  and  remove  obstruc 
tions  from  public  ditches  is  not  unconstitutional 
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constructing  or  cleaning  of  ditches,  or  re- 
moving obstructions  therefrom,  is  not  re- 
pugnant to  any  provision  of  the  Constitu- 
tion. 

Bill  V.  Higdouy  5  Ohio  St.  243,  67  Am. 
Dec.  289;  Scovill  v.  Cleveland^  1  Ohio  St. 
126;  Reeves  v.  Wood  County,  8  Ohio  St. 
333;  Thompson  v.  Wood  County,  11  Ohio 
St.  678;  Chamberlain  v.  Cleveland,  34  Ohio 
St.  551;  Lima  v.  Lim^  Cemetery  Aaso.  42 
Ohio  St.  128,  51  Am.  Rep.  809. 

It  is  not  the  province  of  a  court  to  de- 
clare laws  unconstitutional  because  they  are 
unwise. 

Cincinnati,  W,  d  Z.  U.  Co.  v.  Clinton 
County,  1  Ohio  St.  78;  Black,  Constr.  & 
Interpretation  of  Laws,  p.  93;  Curryer  v. 
Merrill,  25  Minn.  1,  33  Am.  Rep.  450. 

Nonresident  owTiers  cannot  be  counted 
either  for  or  against  the  improvement. 


Burgett  v.  Norris,  25  Ohio  St.  368;  Haya 
V.  Jones,  27  Ohio  St.  218;  Makemson  v. 
Kauffman,  35  Ohio  St.  444;  Carry  v.  Qay- 
nor,  22  Ohio  St.  584;  Cincinnati,  M,  d  L. 
Traction  Co.  v.  Felix,  25  Ohio  C.  C.  393; 
Snell  V.  Cincinnati  Street  B.  Co.  60  Ohio  St. 
256,  64  N.  E.  270. 

Messrs.  Murray  A  Emery,  for  defend- 
ants in  error: 

A  statute  which  attempts  to  give  those 
resident  landowners  along  the  line  of  the 
ditch  the  right  attempted  to  be  given  by 
§  3,  and  preclrdes  nonresidents  from  exer- 
cising the  same  rights;  and  which  also  per- 
mits a  resident  landowner  to  impose  the 
burden,  as  in  this  case,  of  a  tax  or  assess- 
ment, amounting  to  a  large  sum  upon  him, 
— ^is  an  unjust  and  unfair  discrimination 
between  persons  of  the  same  class. 

State  v.   Gardner,   58   Ohio   St.   599,   41 


because  it  vests  in  those  officials  a  discretionary 
authority  to  determine  when  repairs  are  neces- 
sary without  requiring  notice  to  be  given  of  the 
Intention  to  order  the  rei>air8.  Weaver  v. 
Templin,  113  Ind.  298,  14  N.  E.  600. 

A  provision  in  a  drainage  law  authorising 
township  trustees  to  repair  and  remove  obstruc- 
tions from  public  ditches,  and  apportion  and 
assess  the  cost  thereof  upon  the  lands  which 
will  be  l)eneflted  according  as,  in  their  Judgment, 
such  l)eneflt8  accrue,  and  requiring  notice  to  be 
given  of  the  assessment,  and  permitting  any 
person  aggrieved  thereby  to  appeal,  is  consti- 
tutional and  valid,  although  it  limits  the  ques- 
tion to  be  tried  on  appeal  to  the  cost  of  such 
repairs  or  removals  and  what  amount  thereof 
«hould  be  assessed  on  each  tract  of  land  af- 
fected. Trimble  v.  McGee,'  112  Ind.  307,  14 
N.  E.  83 ;  Wisman  v.  McQee,  112  Ind.  600,  14 
N.  E.  375. 

In  repairing,  reopening,  and  deepening  county 
drainage  ditches  the  board  of  supervisors  need 
not  talte  the  proceedings  required  by  statute 
for  the  original  construction  of  the  ditch,  where 
the  statute  provides  a  scheme  for  such  repairs 
without  taking  such  steps.  Yeomans  v.  Riddle, 
«4  Iowa,  147,  50  N.  W.  886. 

The  courts  have  no  power  to  enjoin  a  county 
surveyor  from  repairing  a  public  ditch  by  clean- 
ing it  out  to  its  full  dimensions,  where  he  was 
served  by  a  landowner  interested  with  the  statu- 
tory notice  to  make  such  repairs,  and  exercised 
the  discretion  committed  to  him  by  the  law  by 
determining  that  it  was  his  duty  to  make  such 
repairs,  In  the  absence  of  a  showing  that  he  pro- 
posed to  exceed  his  authority  by  doing  some- 
thing beyond  the  mere  restoration  of  the  ditch 
to  its  original  dimensions.  Amoss  v.  Lassell, 
122  Ind.  36,  23  N.  E.  525. 

The  land  of  a  single  owner,  through  which 
is  constructed  a  ditch  proposed  to  be  cleaned 
and  widened,  is  "adjacent"  thereto  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  requiring,  as  a  condition 
precedent  to  the  exercising  of  the  power  lo 
cleun  and  widen,  the  Oling  of  a- petition  by  "one 
or  more"  persons  owning  lands  adjacent  to  the 
ditch  to  be  cleaned.  Kent  v.  Perkins,  36  Ohio 
St.  639. 

Wluit  is  repair t 

In  order  to  come  within  the  provisions  of  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


statute  authorising  and  controlling  the  repair 
of  ditches,  the  proceeding  must  be  limited  to  a 
maintenance  of  the  ditch  In  the  condition  In 
which  the  construction  proceedings  had  left  It. 
Repair  proceedings  cannot  be  used  to  complete 
work  which  had  been  left  incomplete,  nor  to  en- 
large work  which  was  inadequate  as  originally 
constructed. 

The  statutory  power  given  county  surveyors 
to  keep  ditches  "in  repair  to  the  full  dimension 
as  to  width  and  depth  as  required  In  the  origi- 
nal specifications*'  must  be  confined  strictly  to 
keeping  ditches  in  repair  to  those  dimensions, 
and  does  not  authorize  the  enlargement  thereof 
beyond  the  original  dimensions.  Fries  v.  Brier, 
111  Ind.  65,  11  N.  E.  958. 

A  county  surveyor  has  no  power,  under  a 
statute  authorizing  him  to  repair  public  ditches 
to  the  full  dimensions  as  required  in  the  origi- 
nal speciticationH.  to  dcpn '  i  i  u 
struct  a  ditch  wider  and  deeper  than  the  origi- 
nal ditch  was  constructed,  or  to  complete  an  in- 
complete one,  or  to  correct  what  he  deems  to  be 
faults  in  the  original  construction ;  nor  can  he 
justify  his  acts,  in  an  action  to  set  aside  the 
assessment  levied  therefor,  on  the  ground  that 
part  of  the  original  proceeding  was  void,  or 
collaterally  attack  that  proceeding  by  proof 
that  those  who  constructed  the  original  ditch 
did  not  dig  it  as  deep  as  the  specifications  re- 
quired.    Uomack  v.  Ilobbs  (Ind.)  32  N.  B.  307. 

The  statutory  authority  of  township  trustees 
to  repair  and  remove  obstructions  from  public 
ditches  is  limited  to  a  restoration  of  the  ditch 
as  nearly  as  practicable  to  its  original  condi- 
tion, and  does  not  authorize  the  construction  of 
a  new  ditch  or  the  enlargement  and  improve- 
ment of  an  existing  one,  except  in  so  far  as  such 
repairs  or  removals  necessarily  enlarge  and  im- 
prove it;  and  an  assessment  levied  on  land  for 
the  cost  of  such  unauthorized  work  is  invalid 
and  unenforceable.  Weaver  v.  Tempi  In,  113 
Ind.  208,  14  N.  E.  600. 

Deepening  a  drainage  ditch  by  dredging  for  a 
distance  of  nearly  20  miles  at  an  expense  of 
nearly  $25,000  Is  not  a  repair  of  the  ditch  ;  and 
it  is  immaterial  that  a  portion  of  the  deepening 
Id  rendered  necessary  by  the  fact  that  the  bot- 
tom of  the  open  ditch  has  become  filled  with 
mud  so  as  to  be  above  the  level  of  the  laterals 
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L.  R.  A.  689,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  785,  51  N. 
E.  136;  Palmer  v.  Tingle.  55  Ohio  St.  423, 
45  N.  E.  313;  Harmon-  v.  State,  66  Ohio  St. 
249,  68  L.  R.  A.  618,  64  N.  E.  117;  State  v. 
aravett,  65  Ohio  St.  289,  55  L.  R.  A.  791, 
87  Am.  St.  Rep.  606,  62  N.  E.  325;  State 
ex  reh  Schwartz  v.  Ferris^  63  Ohio  St.  314, 
30  L.  R.  A.  218,  41  N.  E.  579;  Hocking 
Valley  Coal  Co.  v.  Rosser,  53  Ohio  St.  12, 
29  L.  R.  A.  386,  53  Am.  St.  Rep.  622,  41 
N.  E.  263;  Williams  v.  Donough,  65  Ohio 
St.  499,  56  L.  R.  A.  766,  63  N.  E.  84;  State 
ew  rel.  MoKell  v.  Robins,  71  Ohio  St.  273, 
73  N.  E.  470. 

No  tax  or  assessment  can  be  levied,  ex- 
cept for  a  public  purpose. 

2  Dill.  Mun.  Corp.  §  687 ;  Blue  v.  Wentz, 
64  Ohio  St.  247,  43  N.  E.  493;  Reeves  v. 
Wood  County,  8  Ohio  St.  333. 

The  act  contemplates  that  the  person  who 


makes  the  affidavit  shall  be  the  only  per- 
son who  makes  the  finding  of  the  necessity; 
and  the  affidavit  itself  is  such  a  finding. 
It  takes  from  the  proper  administrative  of- 
ficers the  power  to  act  in  local  improve- 
ments, and  confers  this  power  upon  a  pri- 
vate individual,  without  appeal  or  redress 
to  the  persons  interested. 

Harmon  v.  State,  60  Ohio  St.  249,  58 
L.  R.  A.  618,  64  N.  E.  117;  State  ex  rel. 
Brofrman  v.  Hamilton  County,  54  Ohio  St. 
333,  43  N.  E.  587. 

The  legislature  has  not  the  power  to 
confer  upon  the  auditor  the  duties  imposed 
by  this  act. 

Page  v.  Allen,  58  Pa.  338,  98  Am.  Dec. 
272;  Hulse  v.  State,  35  Ohio  St.  421;  State 
ex  rel.  Broerman  v.  Hamilton  County,  54 
Ohio  St.  333,  43  N.  E.  587. 


which  drain  into  It.     People  ex  rel.     Munster- 
man  v.  McDougal,  205  III,  636,  69  N.  B.  95. 

Under  a  petition  to  clean  out  a  ditch,  trus- 
tees have  no  power  to  make  an  order  for  a  new 
ditch,  or  deepen  or  widen  one  already  construct- 
ed.   Dcuyer  v.  Shonert,  1  Ohio  C.  C.  73. 

An  assessment  on  land  for  the  cost  of  repairs 
to  a  public  ditch  cannot  be  sustained  for  ex- 
cavating and  repairing  a  ditch  on  a  different 
line  from  that  designated  In  the  original  specifi- 
cations, where  the  surveyor  had  no  authority 
to  expend  money  for  other  purposes,  or  for  con- 
structing and  excavating  a  ditch  in  another 
place  from  the  line  upon  which  it  was  originally 
located.  Taylor  v.  Brown,  127  Ind.  293,  26 
N.   E.  822. 

There  can  he  no  enlargement  so  as  to  take 
additional  land  without  making  additional  com- 
pensation for  the  property  so  taken.  Owens- 
boro  V.  Brocking,  27  Ky.  L.  Rep.  1086,  87  S,  W. 
1086. 

But  a  landowner  cannot  maintain  a  collateral 
suit  to  be  relieved  from  an  assessment  for  the 
repair  of  a  public  ditch  on  the  ground  that  the 
township  trustee  performing  the  work  exceeded 
his  statutory  authority  by  proceeding,  under  the 
guise  of  repairing,  to  widen  and  deepen  the 
ditch  beyond  Its  original  dimensions,  although 
such  a  defense  might  have  defeated  the  assess- 
ment,— at  least  to  the  extent  of  the  excess  of 
cost  created  by  such  unauthorized  work, — by 
appealing  from  the  assessment.  Dunkle  v.  Her- 
ron.  115  Ind.  470,  18  N.  E.  12. 

But  the  fact  that  the  ditch  was  never  fully 
completed  will  not  prevent  a  repair  of  the  part 
that  was  finished. 

The  county  surveyor,  whose  duty  it  is  to  re- 
pair public  ditches,  has  jurisdiction  to  repair 
ihat  part  of  a  public  ditch  completed,  although 
the  entire  ditch  is  not  yet  finished,  where  the 
ditch  was  established  under  a  law  not  requir- 
ing the  appointment  of  an  ofllcer  to  supervise 
the  construction  and  report  its  completion,  and 
who  retains  control  thereof  until  completed. 
Artman  v.  Wynkoop,  132  Ind.  17,  31  N.  E. 
468. 

A  county  surveyor  who  is  not  authorized 
to  repair  a  public  ditch  until  "after  the  con- 
struction of  such  work"  will  not  be  enjoined 
from  repairing  such  a  ditch  on  the  ground  that 
the  same  has  never  been  constructed  according 
69  L.  R.  A. 


to  the  original  plans  and  specifications.  In  the 
absence  of  an  averment  that  the  ditch  has  never 
been  accepted,  where  seven  years  have  elapsed 
since  Its  construction,  after  which  lapse  of 
time  it  will  be  presumed  that  the  work  was 
duly  accepted  as  required  by  law,  and  that,  !n 
making  the  repairs,  the  surveyor  is  acting  with- 
in his  authority.  Bunnell  v.  Pcet,  123  Ind 
436,  24  N.  E.  146. 

An  assessment  on  land  for  the  repair  of  a 
public  ditch  by  a  county  surveyor  nnder  a 
statute  making  It  his  duty  to  repair  such  ditches 
Is  not  void  because  the  ditch  was  never  com- 
pleted according  to  the  original  speciflcattons, 
since  the  propriety  of  making  such  repairs  Is 
committed  by  the  statute  to  the  discretion  of 
that  official,  and  his  decision  Is  final.  Klrk- 
patrlck  V.  Taylor,  118  Ind.  329,  21  N.  E.  20. 

So  the  fact  that  the  ditch  was  Incidentally  en- 
larged In  the  process  of  repair  will  not  render 
the  proceeding  void  in  toto  so  that  no  assess- 
ment can  be  made  for  the  work ;  but  the  assess- 
ment will  be  upheld  so  far  as  necessary  to 
meet  the  cost  of  legitimate  repairs. 

An  assessment  for  the  repair  of  a  public  ditch 
Is  not  void  in  toto  because  the  county  surveyor 
exceeded  his  statutory  authority  by  making  the 
ditch  larger  than  the  original  specifications  re- 
quired, but  ts  void  only  to  the  extent  of  the 
cost  of  the  unauthorized  work.  Romack  v. 
Hobbs,  13  Ind.  App.  138,  41  N.  B.  391. 

An  assessment  for  cleaning  out  and  widening 
a  drain  Is  not  invalid  because  the  contractor 
employed  to  do  the  work  In  accordance  with  a 
diagram  of  the  existing  drain  widened  It  beyond 
its  original  width.  Angell  v.  Cortrlght,  111 
Mich.  223,  69  N.  W.  486. 

The  fact  that  a  county  surveyor  exceeded  his 
authority  to  repair  a  public  ditch  by  enlarging 
It  beyond  Its  original  dimensions  will  not  relieve 
landowners  from  liability  to  pay  for  benefits 
received  by  the  doing  of  that  part  of  the  work 
within  his  Jurisdiction.  Scott  v.  Strlngley,  132 
Ind.  378,  31  N.  E.  953. 

And,  under  proper  proceedings,  the  ditch  may 
be  enlarged. 

A  citation  in  a  proceeding  to  widen  a  ditch 
need  not  be  In  the  exact  language  of  the  statute, 
where  It  contains  the  subsUnce  of  its  require- 
ment, and  the  party  upon  whom  it  is  served  if 
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Prloe,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  evidence  heard  in  the  circuit  court 
has  not  been  brought  into  the  record  by 
bill  of  exceptions,  and  that  court  made  no 
finding  of  facts.  Consequently  we  have 
nothing  to  review  in  reference  to  the  evi- 
dence admitted  on  the  issues  joined  by  the 
pleadings.  According  to  the  judgment  en- 
try, the  lower  court  granted  a  perpetual  in- 
junction against  the  county  auditor  and 
county  surveyor  on  the  sole  ground  that  § 
3  of  an  act  of  the  general  assembly  passed 
on  the  15th  day  of  April,  1002,  found  in 
95  Ohio  Laws,  p.  156,  under  which  the  oflS- 
cers  were  proceeding,  is  unconstitutional, 
and  that  is  the  only  question  for  determina- 
tion here.  In  this  state  of  the  record,  wo 
have  notliing  to  do  with  many  averments  of 
the  petition  and  their  denial  by  the  answer, 


for  they  present  issues  of  fact  which  are 
not  before  us.  Among  these  are  questions 
as  to  the  fairness  of  the  apportionment  of 
the  costs  and  expenses  of  cleaning  out  the 
ditch,  and  whether  it  was  for  a  public  pur- 
pose, or  merely  for  the  private  benefit  of 
certain  named  persons  who  asked  for  the 
improvement. 

In  taking  up  the  question  of  constitution- 
al law,  a  preliminary  observation  will  as- 
sist in  understanding  our  subject.  The  gen- 
eral provisions  of  our  statutes  for  the  lo- 
cation and  construction  of  ditches,  drains, 
and  water  courses,  with  some  changes  and 
variations,  have  been  in  operation  for  many 
years.  It  is  declared  by  the  pleadings  that 
the  ditch  about  to  be  cleaned  out  by  virtue 
of  the  proceedings  enjoined  was  established 
in  the  year  1886,  and  that  it  was  construct- 
ed during  that  year.     It  now  deserves  the 


not  misled.  Wolpert  v.  Newcomb,  106  Micb. 
357,  64  N.  W.  320. 

One  properly  served  with  a  citation  In  a  pro- 
ceeding to  widen  a  ditch  cannot  raise  the  objec- 
tion of  a  defective  service  upon  others  who 
have  released  the  right  of  way,  and  thereby 
waived  all  irregularities.     Ibid. 

A  township  drain  constructed  as  one  con- 
tlnuouH  drain  by  the  joint  action  of  the  town- 
ship commissioners  of  the  two  townships  consti- 
tutes one  drain,  and  but  a  single  proceeding  is 
necessary  for  widening  and  deepening  It.  Tins- 
man  V.  Monroe  County  Probate  Judge,  82  Mich. 
562,  46  N.  W.  780. 

A  landowner  who  is  Injured  by  the  widening, 
deepening,  and  straightening  of  a  ditch  exist- 
ing upon  his  property  is  not  entitled  to  question 
the  validity  of  the  proceedings  by  writ  of  cer- 
tiorari. Wolpert  v.  Newcomb,  106  Mich.  857, 
64  N.  W.  326. 

Who  to  hear  cost  of  repair. 

The  legislature  may  direct  payment  of  the 
cost  of  maintaining  the  ditch  out  of  the  public 
funds,  may  require  each  landowner  to  keep  a 
ser'tlon  of  the  ditch  In  repair,  or  may  meet  the 
cost  by  assessment  upon  property  benefited. 

The  statutory  duty  imposed  upon  township 
trustees  to  keep  drains  and  ditches  in  repair  and 
free  from  obstructions,  and  pay  for  the  same 
out  of  the  general  township  funds,  Is  not  uncon- 
stitutional, but  Is  a  valid  and  effectual  pro- 
vision, notwithstanding  a  further  provision  in 
the  statute,  that.  In  order  to  reimburse  that 
fund,  he  Is  authorized  to  apportion  and  assess 
the  cost  thereof  upon  the  lands  benefited,  has 
been  declared  unconstitutional  and  void  be- 
cause no  provision  is  made  for  a  hearing  by  tho 
landowners  afTected.  Ingerman  v.  Noblesville 
Twp.  90  Ind.  393. 

That  part  of  an  act  making  it  the  duty  of 
county  surveyors  to  keep  public  ditches  In  re- 
pair at  public  expense,  which  requires  the  issu- 
ing of  warrants  upon  the  county  treasurer  for 
the  amount  of  such  repairs.  Is  a  sufficient  appro- 
priation made  by  law  within  the  meaning  of  the 
constitutional  provision  prohibiting  the  paying 
out  of  money  from  the  county  treasury  except  in 
pursuance  of  an  appropriation  made  by  law. 
Kfnte  ex  rel.  French  v.  Johnson,  105  Ind.  463,  5 
N.  E.  r»r»3. 
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Tile  drains  conptructed  in  pursuance  of  a 
drainage  law  are  Included  within  a  statute  mak- 
ing It  the  duty  of  certain  public  officers  to  see 
that  "all  drains  that  may  have  been,  or  may 
hereafter  be,  constructed  under  and  by  virtue 
of  any  law  In  this  state**  are  kept  In  repair  by 
landowners  to  whom  portions  thereof  have  been 
allotted  for  that  purpose,  and  to  repair  the  same 
at  their  expense  upon  their  failure  so  to  do. 
Cochran  v.  White,  151  Ind.  435,  51  N.  B.  723. 

A  township  trustee,  whose  duty  It  Is  to  see 
that  public  ditches  are  kept  in  repair  so  as  to 
answer  their  purpose,  may  require  a  landowner 
to  take  up  a  tile  drain  on  that  portion  thereof 
allotted  to  him  to  keep  In  repair,  and  relay 
the  tiles  so  as  to  be  level  with  the  grade  line 
established  by  the  original  specifications  to  cor- 
rect that  fault  in  the  original  construction, 
where  the  ditch  failed  to  answer  Its  purpose  to 
drain  all  the  land  assessed  therefor  by  reason 
of  such  fault,  although  the  ditch  was  accepted 
as  complete  according  to  the  specifications. 
fhhl 

Under  an  award  of  commissioners  under  an 
enclosure  act  requiring  the  owners  of  land  over 
which  a  drain  passed  to  cleanse  and  keep  It  of 
sufiiclent  width  and  depth  to  carry  off  the  water, 
such  owners  are  not  required  to  keep  the  drain 
of  sufiiclent  capacity  to  carry  off  water  after- 
wards drained  Into  it  by  the  opening  of  a  sewer 
or  other  drain.  Sharpe  v.  Hancock,  7  Mann.  & 
G.  354,  8  Scott,  N.  R.  46. 

An  allotment  for  the  repair  of  a  drainage 
ditch,  made  without  giving  the  notice  and  pro- 
viding an  opportunity  for  remonstrances  as 
required  by  statute.  Is  void.  Hllle  v.  Neale, 
32  Ind.  App.  341,  69  N.  E.  713. 

Failure  to  give  personal  notice  to  some  land- 
owners of  allotments  of  portions  of  a  public 
ditch  to  be  kept  In  repair  by  them,  as  required 
by  law,  does  not  Invalidate  the  allotment  as  to 
others  properly  served.  Hendricks  County  v. 
Trotter.  19  Ind.  App.  626,  49  N.  E.  976. 

A  failure  to  give  personal  notice  to  landown- 
ers of  ditch  allotments  as  required  by  statute, 
renders  the  allotments  void :  and  a  mere  volun- 
tary acquiescence  therein  for  the  time  being 
cannot  bind  the  landowners  for  the  future. 
Ibid.;  Hllle  v.  Neale,  32  Ind.  App.  341,  69  N. 
E.  713. 

But  the  allotment  of  a  portion  of  a  ditch  to 
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name  of  an  old  ditch,  and,  by  reason  of  its 
location  and  construction  under  the  laws 
then  and  now  in  operation,  it  is  a  public 
water  course.  It  is  expressly  so  declared 
by  §  4500,  Rev.  Stat.  1892.  In  order  to 
procure  its  original  location  and  construc- 
tion, it  was  incumbent  upon  the  petitioners 
therefor,  among  other  things,  to  state  in 
their  petition,  and  show  at  the  hearing  be- 
fore the  commissioners,  that  the  proposed 
ditch  would  be  conducive  to  the  public 
health,  convenience,  or  welfare,  and  it  was 
necessary  for  the  commissioners  to  find  and 
record  that  important  fact  in  order  to  give 
them  jurisdiction  to  establish  the  ditch. 
Such  a  finding  was  essential  because  the 
improvement  petitioned  for  contemplated 
the  appropriation  of  private  property,  which 


could  only  be  dono  for  a  public  use.  We 
assume  the  proceedings  which  resulted  in 
the  location  and  construction  of  the  orig- 
inal ditch  were  conducted  as  the  law  re- 
quired, and  that  it  was  found  and  recorded 
by  the  county  commissioners  that  the  ditch, 
when  constructed,  would  promote  the  public 
health,  convenience,  and  welfare.  For  that 
public  purpose  lands  could  be,  and  no  doubt 
were,  appropriated,  for  which,  under  our 
Constitution,  the  owners  were  entitled  to 
compensation  and  damages;  and,  if  the 
award  of  the  commissioners  was  not  sat- 
isfactory, there  was  a  right  of  appeal  to  the 
probate  court,  where  the  landowner  could  be 
heard  before  a  constitutional  jury  as  to 
such  compensation  and  damages  and  other 
questions.     The    statutory    provisions    fur- 


a  landowner,  to  be  by  him  kept  In  repair,  is 
valid,  although  no  personal  notice  is  given  him 
of  the  time  and  place  to  hear  objections  there- 
to, as  required  by  statute,  when  he  voluntarily 
appetxrs  and  presents  his  objections.  Hen- 
dricks County  V.  Trotter,  19  Ind.  App.  026, 
49  N.  E.  970. 

Where  an  attempted  allotment  for  ditch  re- 
pairs is  void  for  failure  to  give  the  necessary 
notice,  the  proper  officers  may  proceed  to 
make  a  valid  one,  and  need  not  proceed  under 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  governing  the  mak- 
ing of  allotments  when  the  first  one  is  found 
to  be  inequitable.  Hllle  v.  Neale,  32  Ind.  App. 
341,  69  N.  E.  713. 

The  duties  imposed  by  law  on  county  sur- 
veyors to  real  lot  county  ditches  to  the  various 
landowners  for  repair,  and  to  inspect  and  accept 
completed  allotments,  although  requiring  the 'ex- 
ercise of  Judgment  and  discretion,  do  not  impose 
upon  that  offcer  a  Judicial  function  within 
the  meaning  of  the  constitutional  prohibition 
against  the  imposing  of  Judicial  functions  up- 
on ministerial  officers.  Ellis  v.  Steuben 
County,  133  Ind.  91,  54  N.  E.  382. 

The  duty  of  repairing  a  ditch  Is  not  cast 
upon  the  landowner  by  a  provision  that  he  shall 
keep  it  open  through  his  land,  which  means  no 
more  than  that  he  shall  not  fill  it  up,  or  allow 
it  to  be  filled  up.  Lile  v.  Gibson,  91  Mo.  App. 
480. 

An  assessment  on  land  for  the  cost  of  repair- 
ing the  owner's  allotment  of  a  public  ditch  is  in- 
valid and  unenforceable  where  no  notice  by 
<:opy  of  the  making  of  the  allotment  was  served 
upon  the  owner  as  required  by  law,  rendering 
the  allotment  without  Jurisdiction  and  subject 
to  collateral  attack.  Beatty  v.  Pruden,  13  Ind. 
App.  507,  41  N.  E.  901. 

A  landowner  failing  to  repair  his  share  of  a 
public  ditch  within  the  time  specified  in  a  statu- 
tory notice  Is  liable  for  a  tax  imposed  on  account 
of  the  repairs  being  made  by  the  trustee  of  the 
ditch,  although  the  trustee  agreed  that  the  land- 
owner might  complete  the  repairs  after  the 
time  limited  by  the  notice  had  expired.  Davi- 
son V.  Campbell,  28  Ind.  App.  688,  63  N.  E.  779. 

The  drainage  laws  of  Illinois  authorize  the 
drainage  commissioners  to  raise  money  by 
Assessment  upon  the  lands  within  drainage  dis- 
tricts for  use,  under  the  direction  of  the  court, 
In  repairing  or  maintaining  ditches  outside  as 
well  as  inside  the  district,  whore  such  outside 
drains  are  necessary  for  the  protection  of  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


lands,  and  the  ample  drainage  of  the  same,  with- 
in such  districts.  Brlggs  v.  Union  Drainage 
Dist.  No.  1,  140  111.  53,  29  N.  B.  721. 

The  assessment. 

The  court  cannot  make  and  levy  an  aaeen- 
ment  for  annual  benefits  upon  lands  In  a  drain- 
age district,  for  keeping  the  improvements 
therein  In  repair,  where  the  statute  under  which 
the  district  was  organized  requires  such  assess- 
ments to  be  made  by  a  Jury,  and  nowhere 
authorizes  the  court  to  do  so  without  a  Jury, — 
especially  where  such  assessment  is  made  with- 
out notice  to  the  landowners,  and  no  opportu- 
nity is  given  to  them  to  be  heard  in  the  matter. 
Robeson  v.  People.  161  111.  176,  43  N.  E.  619. 

A  township  trustee  is  not  estopped  from  mak- 
ing an  assessment  on  lands  benefited  by 
repairs  to  a  public  ditch  because  eighteen 
months  elapsed  from  the  completion  of  the  work 
to  the  making  of  the  assessment,  in  the  absence 
of  any  statutory  provision  as  to  time,  where 
the  cost  of  such  repairs  has  been  paid  out  of  the 
public  treasury,  and  it  does  not  appear  that  the 
work  was  not  necessary,  or  that  the  trustee 
acted  in  bad  faith,  and  the  rights  of  parties 
have  not  been  changed  or  those  of  third  parties 
affected  by  the  delay.  Gelger  v.  Bradley,  117 
Ind.   120,  19  N.  E.  760. 

Drainage  commissioners  of  drainage  districts 
organized  under  the  Illinois  farm  drainage  act 
have  the  right  to  use  funds  on  hand  to  repair 
work  already  done,  or  more  fully  to  protect  the 
lands  of  the  district ;  but  If  there  are  no  funds 
on  hand,  they  must  first  make  a  new  tax  levy 
before  contracting  additional  Indebtedness. 
They  cannot  make  an  assessment  to  meet  a 
prior  indebtedness.  First  Nat  Bank  v.  Union 
Dist.  No.   1,  82  111.  App.  626. 

The  authority  of  the  county  clerk  to  extend 
the  drainage  tax  is  the  certificate  of  the  com- 
mlsslouers,  and,  unless,  a  valid  certificate  is  on 
file,  he  is  powerless  to  extend  the  tax.  And 
to  render  the  tax  valid  the  certificate  of  the 
commissioners  requiring  its  levy  must  conform 
to  the  provisions  of  the  statute,  stating  for 
what  purposes  the  tax  is  to  he  levied.  People 
ex  rel.  Trobaugh  v.  Glenn,  207  111.  50,  69  N.  E 
568.  The  court  says  that,  under  the  statute, 
the  taxpayer  has  the  right  to  be  informed  for 
what  purposes  his  property  is  to  be  taxed,  and 
that  the  statute  provides  that  the  amount  niised 
for   the  xxayment   of   interest  on    Indebtedness 
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nished  tli«  owner  of  lands  taken  for  the 
<litch  a  ready  and  convenient  remedy  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  constitutional  guar- 
4intiea  for  the  protection  of  his  rights.  No 
<ioubt  the  landowners  who  desired  to  do  so 
availed  themselves  of  all  these  provisions 
made  in  their  behalf. 

Another  observation  is  likewise  pertinent. 
Our  ditch  laws  are  the  exercise  of  police 
power  committed  to  the  general  assembly. 
This  was  held  in  Sessions  v.  Crunkiltonf  20 
Ohio  St.  349.  The  proposition  there  stated 
is  that  the  construction  of  drains  by  town- 
ships in  cases  where  the  public  health,  con- 
venience, and  welfare  demand  it,  is  within 
the  meaning  of  "police  powers"  mentioned 
in  §  7  of  article  10  of  our  state  Constitu- 
tion.    The   means    of   promoting   and   con- 


serving the  public  health  and  welfare  pro- 
vided by  legislation  are  so  provided  in  tlie 
exercise  of  the  police  powers  existing  in 
the  general  assembly.  And  §  3,  now  in- 
volved, prescribes  one  of  the  methods  of 
promoting  the  public  health,  convenience, 
and  welfare.  It  reads:  "Provided,  how- 
ever, that  when  a  ditch  needs  to  be  cleaned 
out,  any  resident  owner  of  any  tract  of  land 
which  was  assessed  for  tne  construction  may 
make  a  sworn  statement  to  the  county  au- 
ditor, in  writing,  setting  forth  such  neces- 
sity. And  when  said  written  sworn  state- 
ment is  made  within  three  years  from  the 
original  construction,  or  for  material  im- 
provement by  deepening  and  widening  said 
ditch,  and  as  often  thereafter  a^  may  be 
necessary  to  keep   said   ditch   in  good   re- 


shall  be  kept  separate  from  the  balance  of  the 
amount  raised. 

RighiM  of  landowner, 

A  statutory  proyislon  that  notice  of  the  time 
and  place  of  letting  contracts  for  the  work 
of  widening  or  extending  a  drain  be  served  upon 
every  person  whose  lands  are  affected  by  such 
assessment  does  not  require  such  notice  to  be 
given  In  a  proceeding  to  clean  out  a  drain. 
Lannlng  v.  Palmer,  117  Mich.  529,  76  N.  W.  2. 

Although  notice  of  some  kind  is  required  pre- 
paratory to  a  final  assessment  of  benefits  on 
lands  for  the  repair  of  a  public  ditch,  Is  rests 
'  with  the  legislature  to  determine  what  It  shall 
"be,  provided  landowners  are  not  thereby  sub- 
jected to  unreasonable  Inconvenience  and  em- 
barrassment. Weaver  ▼.  Templin,  113  Ind.  298, 
14  N.  K,  600. 

A  provision  in  a  drainage  law  authorizing 
county  surveyors  to  repair  public  ditches  and 
assess  the  cost  thereof  upon  the  lands  adjudged 
by  the  court  to  have  been  benefited  by  the  orig- 
inal construction  in  proportion  to  that  assess- 
ment is  not  unconstitutional  as  the  taking  of 
property  without  due  process  of  law  because 
no  notice  Is  required  to  be  given  landowners  of 
the  intention  to  make  repairs  or  assessments, 
where  notice  of  assessment  after  it  Is  made  is 
provided  for,  and  opportunity  Is  given  to  ap- 
peal therefrom  to  a  court  having  Jurisdiction 
to  determine  whether  the  amount  expended  was 
In  fact  for  repairs,  and  whether  the  repairs 
were  made  In  good  faith  and  according  to  law. 
Johnson  v.  Lewis,  115  Ind.  490,  18  N.  B.  7. 

A  provision  in  the  drainage  law  making  it 
the  duty  of  county  surveyors  to  keep  ditches 
in  repair,  and  giving  the  power  to  assess  the 
cost  upon  the  lands  adjudged  benefited  In  the 
original  proceedings  establishing  such  ditches, 
is  not  unconstitutional  as  depriving  such  prop- 
erty owners  of  their  property  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law,  where  provision  is  made  for  notice 
to  them  of  the  assessment,  and  for  an  appeal 
"by  any  person  aggrieved.  Fries  v.  Brier,  111 
Ind.  65.  11  N.  E.  958. 

A  section  In  the  statute  authorizing  township 
trustees  to  keep  the  drains  In  their  townships 
In  repair  and  free  from  obstructions  to  deter- 
mine the  necessity  for  such  repairs  and  re- 
movals and  the  cost  thereof,  and  to  apportion 
rtnd  SRsesR  such  rest  upon  the  lands  which. 
In  their  Judgment,  will  be  benefited  thereby 
m  L.  R.  A. 


in  the  proportion  of  such  benefits,  which  assess- 
ments are  a  Hen  upon  such  land,  by  e9  parte 
proceedings,  without  giving  the  owners  of 
the  lands  aifected  an  opportunity  to  be  heard, 
and  making  no  provision  for  appeal, — is  uncon- 
stitutional and  void  as  repugnant  to  the  provi- 
sion of  the  Bill  of  Rights  that  every  person 
shall  have  remedy  by  due  process  of  law  for  In- 
Jury  to  his  person,  property,  or  reputation ;  also 
as  violating  the  provision  of  the  Federal  Con- 
stitution prohibiting  the  depriving  a  person  of 
life,  liberty,  or  property  without  a^^?  process  of 
law.     Campbell  v.  Dwiggins,  8tf  Ind.  473. 

Eetopp^ 

Landowners  are  not  estopped  to  contest  the 
validity  of  an  assessment  on  their  lands  for  the. 
repair  of  a  noncompleted  public  ditch  by  stand- 
ing silently  by  with  full  knowledge,  and  allow- 
ing the  work  to  be  done  without  objection, 
where  the  assessment  Is  absolutely  void  because 
the  ofiicer  making  the  repairs  had  no  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  ditch  before  its  completion  and  ac- 
ceptance. Morrow  v.  Geetlng  (lad.  App.)  37 
N.    E.    739. 

One  assessed  for  the  deepening  and  widening 
of  a  ditch  which  the  trustees  had  no  authority 
to  order,  under  a  petition  merely  for  the  clean- 
ing out  of  a  ditch,  is  not  estopped  to  oliject 
after  the  work  Is  done.  Deuyer  v.  Shonert,  1 
Ohio,  C.  C.  78. 

Irregularitiea, 

One  who  petitioned  for  the  cleaning  out  of  a 
drain  and  acquiesced  in  the  work,  cannot  avoid 
payment  of  the  expense  on  the  ground  of  mere 
irregularities  in  the  proceedings.  Lannlng  v. 
Palmer,  117  Mich.  529,  76  N.  W.  2. 

How   far  court  may  review  and  control  pro- 
ceedings. 

The  limitation  of  the  questions  to  be  tried 
upon  appeal  by  a  landowner  from  an  assess- 
ment for  the  repair  of  a  public  ditch  by  a  coun- 
ty surveyor,  to  a  determination  of  the  cost  of 
the  repair  and  what  amount  thereof  should  be 
assessed  against  the  owner's  land,  does  not,  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  it  Is  only  through  the  me- 
dium of  such  an  appeal  that' aggrieved  land- 
owners may  make  objections  to  the  proceedings 
prevent  the  examination,  as  preliminary  and  in 
cidental  to  the  trial  on  its  meEit^,  of  qu^tions 
Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


812 


Ohio  Supreme  Court. 


JUXE, 


pair,  said  county  auditor  shall  forthwith 
notify  the  county  surveyor  to  examine  ttie 
said  ditch,  who  shall  go  without  unneces- 
sary delay,  upon  the  line  thereof,  and  make 
an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money  re- 
quired therefor  and  fix  the  portion  thereof 
that  the  owner  of  said  tract  of  land  and 
each  corporation,  county,  or  township  as- 
sessed for  the  construction  of  the  ditch, 
shall  be  assessed  for  such  cleaning  out;  and 
such  assessment  shall  be  made  according  to 
the  benefits;  unless  the  necessity  for  tne 
cleaning  out  arose  from  the  act  or  neglect 
of  some  landowner  or  corporation,  in  which 
case  such  act  or  neglect  shall  be  considered. 
Said  county  surveyor  shall  return  his  esti- 
mate and  assessment  to  said  auditor  in  writ- 
ing, who  shall  appoint  a  day  for  hearing 
the  same,  and  direct  said  county  surveyor 
to  give  notice  thereof  to  each  owner  of  land 
and  corporation  affected  thereby  when  said 
auditor  may  make  such  changes  therein  as 
he  may  deem  right  and  proper;  he  shall 
enter  upon  a  journal  to  be  kept  for  that 
purpose  the  assessment  as  approved  by  him, 
and  he  shall  place  such  assessment  upon  the 
duplicate  against  the  land,  upon  which  they 
are  assessed,  to  be  collected  as  other  taxes; 
the  work  of  cleaning  out  the  ditch  shall  be 
advertised,  sold,  and  let,  and  the  contracts 
therefor  performed,  as  provided  in  this  chap- 


ter; the  contractor  shall  be  paid,  by  war- 
rant of  the  county  auditor  upon  the  coiinty 
treasurer,  out  of  the  assessments  so  made, 
and  paid  upon  the  certificates  of  said  county 
surveyor,  that  he  has  performed  his  con- 
tract; but  if  at  the  presentation  of  any  cer- 
tificate all  the  assessments  have  not  been 
paid,  payments  shall  be  made  thereon  pro 
rata."  This  section  w^as  amended  April  22/ 
1904,  by  changing  the  latter  part  to  read  as 
follows:  "The  contractor  shall  be  paid  by 
warrant  of  the  county  auditor  upon  the 
county  treasurer,  out  of  any  funds  in  the 
treasury  applicable  to  such  purpose.  When 
the  whole  contract  is  completed  the  entire 
price  may  be  paid  in  the  manner  aforesaid." 
07  Ohio  Laws,  p.  262. 

Section  3  is  one  of  many  comprising  an 
act  entitled  "An  Act  to  Provide  for  the 
Cleaning  Out  and  Keeping  in  Repair  of 
Public  Ditches,  Drains,  and  Water  Courses, 
and  to  Repeal  an  Act  passed  April  13,  1900,*' 
and  certain  other  sections.  94  Ohio  Laws, 
p.  142.  The  purpose  of  the  entire  act,  as 
its  title  indicates,  is  to  regulate  cleaning 
out  and  keeping  in  repair  the  ditclies  whicii 
have  been  established  by  county  commis- 
sioners or  township  trustees,  embracing  the 
removal  of  obstructions  and  restoration  and 
repair  of  flood  gates.  Surely  it  is  within 
the  police  power  of  the  general  assembly  to 


relating  to  the  competency  of  the  surveyor  to 
make  the  assessment,  and  kindred  questions. 
Markley  v.  Rudy,  115  Ind.  533,  18  N.  E.  50. 

Upon  appeal  by  a  landowner  from  an  assess- 
ment for  the  repair  of  a  public  ditch  by  the 
county  surveyor,  under  a  statute  limiting  the 
questions  to  be  tried  on  appeal  to  a  determina- 
tion of  the  cost  of  the  repairs  and  what  amount 
thereof  should  be  assessed  against  the  owner's 
land,  it  is  proper  to  determine  whether  his  land 
is  subject  to  any  assessment  for  such  repairs; 
and,  hence,  the  validity  of  such  an  assessment 
cannot  be  collaterally  attaclced  on  the  ground 
that  the  land  was  not  subject,  under  the  stat- 
ute, to  any  assessment.  Kirlcpatriclc  v.  Taylor, 
118  Ind.  329,  21   N.  B.  20. 

The  question  whether  a  county  surveyor,  act- 
ing within  the  scope  of  his  authority  in  repair- 
ing a  public  ditch,  adopted  the  best  or  cheap- 
est plan  for  its  performance,  is  not  open  to 
inquiry  on  appeal  from  an  assessment  made  by 
him  for  the  cost  thereof;  and,  in  the  absence 
of  statutory  provision  requiring  him  to  adver- 
tise for  bids,  he  may  hire  the  work  done  by  the 
day,  if  no  fraud  or  collusion  intervenes.  Scott 
V.  Strlngley,  132  Ind.  378,  31  N.  E.  953. 

That  provision  in  an  act  requiring  county 
supervisors  to  keep  public  ditches  in  repair  at 
public  expense,  and  for  an  assessment  on  the 
lands  affected  in  proportion  to  the  original 
assessment  thereon  for  the  construction  of  the 
ditch,  to  reimburse  the  county  treasury,  which 
limits  the  questions  to  be  tried  upon  appeal  by 
an  aggrieved  landowner  to  a  determination  of 
the  cost  of  the  repairs  and  what  amount  of  such 
cost  should  be  assessed  againnt  such  owners' 
land,  is  not  in  derogation  of  the  constitutional 
rights  of  such  owner  to  have  his  day  in  court. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


State  ex  rel.  French  v.  Johnson,  105  Ind.  463,  5 
N.  E.  553. 

The  statement  of  the  commissioners,  in  the 
certificate  of  levy,  that  a  tax  is  for  the  purpose 
of  repairing  the  drainage  ditches,  is  not  con- 
clusive ;  but  the  courts  may  determine  the  ques- 
tion from  the  facts.  People  ew  rel.  Munsterman 
V.  McDougal,  205  III.  636,  69  N.  E.  95. 

Equity  will  relieve  a  landowner  from  the  pay- 
ment of  an  assessment  for  the  repair  of  a  pub- 
lic ditch  on  the  ground  that  the  officer  whose 
duty  it  was  to  make  such  repairs  bad  exceeded 
his  authority  by  enlarging  the  ditch  beyond  its 
original  dimensions,  and  that  the  proceedings 
establishing  a  connecting  ditch,  which  fur- 
nished an  outlet  for  the  repaired  ditch,  had  been 
declared  void,  rendering  the  repaired  ditch  val- 
ueless and  the  repairs  of  no  benefit,  where  such 
landowner  had  no  Icnowledge,  and  was  not 
charged  by  law  with  knowledge,  of  the  worth- 
leAsness  until  after  the  expiration  of  the  time 
to  appeal  from  the  assessment.  Milllkan  v. 
Wall,  133  Ind.  51,  32  N.  E.  828. 

The  court  will  not  restrain  the  collection  of 
an  assessment  on  land  for  the  repair  of  a  ditch 
upon  a  ground  for  which  adequate  remedy  is 
provided  by  appeal  from  the  assessment.  Goff 
V.  McGee,  128  Ind.  394,  21  N.  E.  754. 

An  injunction  will  not  lie  to  restrain  the 
collection  of  an  assessment  against  a  railroad 
right  of  way  for  the  cost  of  repairing  a  public 
ditch  by  a  county  surveyor,  who  is  invested 
with  the  statutory  power  to  repair  public  ditch- 
es and  to  assess  the  cost  thereof  against  the 
lauds  originally  assessed  for  its  construction, 
and  from  whose  assessment  the  right  of  appeal 
is  given,  unless  It  Is  aflirmatlvely  shown  that 
the  acts  of  the  surveyor  are  not  merely  errone- 
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designate  certain  officers  of  a  county  or 
township  who  may,  in  a  prescribed  mode, 
upon  application  and  due  notice  to  parties 
interested,  restore  our  public  drains  and  wa- 
ter courses  to  their  original  conditioiv.  Ju- 
dicial authority  is  not  essential,  for  all 
parties  in  interest  were  duly  heard  before 
the  tribunal  appointed  by  law  when  the 
original  construction  was  ordered. 

The  petition  charges  that  the  section 
quoted  violates  §  19  of  article  1  of  the  state 
Constitution,  which,  in  part,  reads:  "Pri- 
vate property  shall  ever  be  held  inviolate, 
but  subservient  to  the  public  welfare, 
.  .  .  and  in  all  other  cases  where  private 
property  shall  be  taken  for  public  use  a 
compensation  therefor  shall  first  be  made  in 
money,  or  first  secured  by  a  deposit  of  mon- 
ey; and  such  compensation  shall  be  as- 
sessed by  a  jury  without  deduction  for  ben- 
efits to  any  property  of  the  owner."  We 
are  unable  to  see  how  the  statute  assailed 
conflicts  with  this  fundamental  law.  The 
property  occupied  by  the  ditch  was  taken 
by  its  original  construction  when  the  par- 
ties along  its  line  whose  lands  were  taken 
had  ample  opportunity  to  obtain  compensa- 
tion; and  if  they  applied  for  the  same  we 
must  assume  their  applications  were  con- 
sidered, and  proper  awards  made.  But  the 
proceeding  to  clean  out  the  original  channel 


under  §  3  does  not  seek  or  attempt  to  ap- 
propriate any  lands  of  the  defendants  in 
error.  Its  sole  purpose  is  to  restore  the 
water  course  to  its  former  condition  of  use- 
fulness. There  is  nothing  for  which  the  land- 
owners are  entitled  to  any  compensation,  for 
they  part  with  nothing.  The  petition  also 
alleges  that  the  section  is  unconstitutional, 
"for  the  reason  that  no  discretion  is  given  to 
any  officer,  board,  or  tribunal  to  determine 
or  decide  whether  the  improvement  .  .  .is 
for  the  public  health,  convenience,  and  wel- 
fare, but  makes  the  duties  to  be  performed 
under  said  act  mandatory  upon  said  audi- 
tor and  surveyor.-*  Again  we  think  the  sec- 
tion is  misconstrued.  When  the  ditch  was  es- 
tablished originally,  it  was  alleged  by  the 
petition  and  determined  by  the  commission- 
ers that  the  ditch  was  necessary  and  its  con- 
struction would  be  conducive  to  the  public 
health,  convenience,  and  welfare.  We  say 
this  because  the  law  required  the  petition  to 
so  allege  and  the  commissioners  to  so  find 
before  the  ditch  could  be  legally  established. 
The  questions  settled  by  the  original  proceed- 
ings imply  that  to  subserve  the  public  good 
the  ditch  should  remain  open  and  free  from 
obstruction.  Hence,  the  questions  concern- 
ing the  public  health,  convenience,  and  wel- 
fare have  been  once  settled,  and  need  not  be 
reasserted  in  the  new  proceeding. 


ous,  but  absolutely  void  and  without  any  au- 
thority. Terre  Haute  &  L.  R.  Co.  v.  Soice,  128 
Ind.  105,  27  N.  B.  429. 

A  railroad  company  cannot  enjoin  the  collec- 
tion of  an  assessment  upon  Its  right  of  way  for 
the  cost  of  repairing  a  public  ditch  upon  the 
ground  that  the  ditch,  as  originally  established 
and  constructed,  was  not  rightfully  located  upon 
its  right  of  way,  and  that  no  right  existed 
to  go  upon  such  land  for  the  purpose  of  malcing 
repairs :  as  that  question  cannot  be  brought  up 
in  a  collateral  attack, — especially  where  the 
company  acquiesced  in  the  location  and  con- 
struction of  the  ditch  on  its  right  of  way. 
Davis  V.  Lalce  Shore  &  M.  S.  R.  Co.  114  Ind. 
364,  la  N.  B.  639. 

Liability   for   nonrepair. 

The  owner  of  land  across  which  a  drain 
passes  onto  adjoining  land  Is  liable  if,  by 
reason  of  the  poor  repair  of  the. portion  of  the 
drain  which  crosses  his  premises,  any  of  the 
sewage  escapes  and  flows  onto  the  adjoining 
land,  even  though  he  did  not  know  of  the  exist- 
ence of  the  drain ;  it  being  his  duty  to  keep 
the  sewage  which  he  was  himself  t)ound  to  re- 
ceive from  passing  from  his  own  premises  to  the 
adjoining  preraiKes  otherwise  than  through  the 
drain.  Humphries  v.  Cousins,  L.  R.  2  C.  P. 
Div.  239. 

The  occupier,  and  not  the  owner,  of  premises 
is  prima  facie  liable  for  injuries  to  adjoining 
lands  arising  from  a  failure  to  cleanse  and  re- 
pair drains  and  sewers  located  on  the  premises. 
Russell  v.  Shenton,  3  Q.  B.  449. 

A  covenantee  for  the  use  of  a  public  drain- 
age canal  cannot  escape  from  his  obligations 
thereunder,  because  of  the  omission  of  the  other 
69  L.  R.  A. 


parties  to  repair  the  lower  portion  thereof; 
since  his  covenant  points  out  the  remedy  for 
such  misuser  of  their  franchise^  Norfleet  v. 
Cromwell,  70  N.  C.  634,  16  Am.  Rep.  787. 

One  who  contracts  to  construct  part  of  a 
box  drain  which,  after  crossing  the  lands  of 
his  neighbor,  enters  his  premises,  is  liable  for 
damages  arising  from  his  failure  to  open  an 
outlet  below  the  drain  to  carry  off  the  water, 
whereby  work  upon  the  drain  is  prevented. 
Britten  t.  Dunning,  55  Mich.  158,  20  N.  W. 
883. 

Certification   of  coat. 

The  power  conferred  on  county  surveyors  by 
a  statute  making  it  their  duty  to  keep  pub- 
lic ditches  hi  repair,  to  certify  the  cost  of  such 
repairs  as  well  as  the  amount  of  their  own  per 
diem  to  the  county  auditor,  Is  not  Judicial,  but 
merely  a  discretionary  power,  and  such  as  the 
legislature  has  the  power  to  confer  upon  ad- 
ministrative and  ministerial  ofllcers.  State  ew 
rel.  French  v.  Johnson,  105  Ind.  463,  5  N.  E. 
553. 

Repeal  of  law. 

A  right  to  enforce  the  collection  of  the  costs 
of  repairs  of  a  public  ditch  against  lands,  un- 
der the  law  existing  at  the  time  a  contract  there- 
for was  entered  into  and  part  of  the  work  dune, 
is  not  lost  by  a  repeal  of  that  law,  by  virtue 
of  a  general  law  providing  that  repealed  laws 
shall  remain  In  force  for  the  purpose  of  sus- 
taining actions  to  enforce  liabilities  incurred 
thereunder,  and  also  by  the  constitutional  pro- 
vision forbidding  the  passage  of  any  law  im- 
pairing the  obligation  of  contracts.  Crawford 
V.  Hedrick,  9  Ind.  App.  356,  36  N.  B.  771. 

H.  P.  F. 
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The  petition  also  complains  that,  if  the 
assessments  made  by  the  auditor  become 
liens  on  the  lands,  and  are  enforced,  the 
landowners  will  be  deprived  of  their  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law.  While  it 
is  not  cited  by  counsel  or  by  the  circuit 
court,  we  presume  that  §  16  of  article  1  of 
our  Bill  of  Rights  was  in  contemplation 
when  the  proposition  was  made.  It  provides 
that  "all  courts  shall  be  open,  and  every 
person,  for  an  injury  done  him  in  his  land, 
goods,  person,  or  reputation,  shall  have  rem- 
edy by  due  course  of  law;  and  justice  admin- 
istered without  denial  or  delay."  Section  3 
of  the  act  involved  provides  that  when  the 
sworn  statement  of  the  resident  landowner 
is  filed  with  the  auditor  he  shall  notify  the 
county  surveyor  to  examine  the  ditch,  and 
for  that  purpose  to  go  upon  its  line,  ana 
make  an  estimate  of  the  amount  of  money 
required  for  the  cleaning  out,  and  fix  the 
portion  that  each  landowner  who  was  as- 
sessed for  the  original  construction  of  the 
ditch  should  be  assessed  for  the  improve- 
ment, which  new  assessment  must  be  made 
according  to  the  benefits.  The  surveyor  must 
return  the  result  of  his  examination  and  his 
estimate  to  the  auditor,  who  shall  appoint 
a  day  for  the  hearing  of  the  report,  of  which 
due  notice  shall  be  given.  The  auditor  is 
authorized  on  the  hearing  to  make  such  chan- 
ges in  the  assessment  as  he  deems  just,  and, 
when  corrected  and  confirmed,  the  assess- 
ment is  placed  on  the  duplicate.  The  work 
shall  be  advertised  and  publicly  let.  Not- 
withstanding the  assertion  of  the  defendants 
in  error,  we  think  the  surveyor,  if  he  finds 
upon  his  examination  that  the  ditch  does 
not  need  cleaning  out,  is  authorized  and 
would  be  expected  to  so  report  to  the  au- 
ditor, and  that  his  judgment  is  not  so  fet- 
tered as  counsel  imagine  that  he  must  report 
in  favor  of  an  assessment.  If  on  the  hear- 
ing before  the  auditor  the  latter  should  find 
that  cleaning  out  is  not  noeensary,  he  may 
so  declare,  and  act  accordingly  bV  refusing 
to  place  any  assessment  upon  the  property 
along  the  ditch.  The  statute  is  not  so  one- 
sided as  counsel  contend  when  it  is  fairly 
construed  with  relation  to  the  subject-mat- 
ter. The  petition  for  the  injunction  alleges 
that  on  the  day  of  hearing  "said  auditor 
heard  all  proof  offered  by  the  parties  affect- 
ed by  the  proposed  cleaning  out  of  said 
ditch,  and  found  that  the  same  [the  assess- 
ments] were  in  all  respects  fair  and  just  ac- 
cording to  the  benefits."  We  are  of  opinion 
that  the  legislature  can  constitutionally  con- 
fer upon  the  surveyor  and  auditor  the  pow- 
ers prescribed  in  §  3,  and,  according  to  many 
authorities,  the  exorcise  of  such  powers  in 
accordance  with  the  act  is  due  process  of 
law.  However,  the  hearing  and  findings  by 
«9  L.  R,  A. 


the  auditor  are  not  conclusive  upon  the  in- 
terested parties.  It  is  true  there  is  no  pro- 
vision in  the  section  for  appeal  or  prosecut- 
ing error,  and,  if  the  rights  of  the  parties 
are  CQududed  by  the  findings  of  the  auditor, 
the  property  of  defendants  in  error  might  be- 
taken without  due  course  or  due  process  of 
law.  But  they  are  not  so  concluded.  Fo. 
cases  arising  under  the  general  ditch  lawn 
we  have  fi  4491,  Rev.  Stat.  1892,  but  it  may 
not  cover  the  special  proceedings  before  us. 
But  $  5848,  Rev.  Stat.  1892,  which  is  a  part 
of  our  Code  of  Civil  Procedure,  does  apply, 
and  furnishes  an  ample  remedy  to  vindicate 
any  right  the  landowner  may  have  to  urge 
against  the  assessment.  This  section  pro- 
vides: ''Courts  of  common  pleas  and  supe- 
rior courts  shall  have  jurisdiction  to  enjoin 
the  illegal  levy  of  taxes  and  asaeasments.  or 
the  collection  of  either,  and  of  actions  to  re- 
cover back  such  taxes  or  assessments  as  have 
been  collected,  without  regard  to  the  amount 
thereof."  This  section  furnishes  due  course 
or  due  process  of  law.  Under  its  provisions 
the  courts  of  the  state  are  open  for  the  re- 
dress of  any  wrongs  that  may  be  done  bj" 
taxation  or  assessments.  Tlie  defendanin 
in  error  have  availed  themselves  of  this  rem- 
edy in  the  very  case  before  us. 

In  Alder  v.  Whitheck,  44  Ohio  St.  571.  9 
N.  E.  680,  Minshall,  J.,  after  discussing  au- 
thorities and  the  section  of  the  Constitution 
we  are  considering,  and  also  the  14th  Amend- 
ment of  the  Federal  Constitution,  says :  "By 
these  decisions  such  laws  may  be  in  harmony 
with  that  amendment  [the  14th],  thougli 
they  do  not  provide  for  giving  a  party  an 
opportunity  to  be  present  when  the  tax  is 
assessed  against  him,  and  to  be  there  heard, 
if  they  give  him  the  right  to  be  heard  after- 
ward in  a  suit  to  enjoin  the  collection,  in 
which  both  the  validity  of  the  tax  and  the 
amount  of  it  may  be  contested ;  and  it  is  im- 
material to  this  question  that  the  party  to 
the  suit  is  required,  as  in  other  injunction 
cases,  to  give  security  when  instituting  the 
suit."  The  learned  judge  cites  McMillen  v. 
Andreison,  95  U.  S.  37,  24  L.  ed.  335;  Ragnr 
v.  Reclamation  Diet.  A'o.  J08,  111  U.  S.  701, 
28  L.  ed.  569,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  663;  Davidson 
V.  New^  Orlea^is,  96  U.  S.  97,  24  L.  ed.  616. 
To  these  we  add  Kilhourn  v.  Thompson,  103 
U.  S.  182,  26  L.  ed.  384;  Kelly  v.  Pittsburgh, 
104  U.  S.  79,  26  L.  ed.  659.  We  cite  State 
ex  rel  Foe  v.  Jones,  51  Ohio  St.  492-613,  37 
N.  E.  945.  The  latter  case  dibcu^ses  and  de- 
cides that  S  5848  provides  due  course  of  law 
in  casen  of  taxation  and  assessment. 

In  Hagar  v.  Reclamation  Dist.  No.  JOS, 
111  U.  S.  701,  28  L.  ed.  569,  4  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
663,  it  api>ears  that  the  legislature 
of  California  passed  an  act  establish- 
ing a  general  system  for  roolaiming  swamps 
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and  overflowed,  salt  marsh,  and  tide 
lands  in  the  state.  The  facts  are  fully 
stated  in  the  opinion  of  the  above  case,  and 
we  do  not  repeat  them  here.  Hnpfni',  whose 
lands  were  about  to  be  sold  to  pay  his  assosR- 
ment  for  the  drainage^  contended  t'hat  his 
property  was  being  taken  without  due  proc- 
ess of  law,  inasmuch  as  the  assessment  was 
made  without  opportunity  to  him  to  be 
heard  respeetinsr  it:  that  it  was  made  with- 
out notice  to  him;  and  that  the  reclaiming 
statute  contained  no  provision  for  such  no- 
tice or  hearing,  and  it  was  therefore  invalid. 
He  claimed  that  notice  and  opporUmity  to 
be  heard  were  essential  to  render  any  pro- 
ceeding "due  process  of  law,"  which  may 
lead  to  the  deprivation  of  life,  liberty,  or 
property.  The  opinion  by  Justice  Field  con- 
tains an  able  discussion  of  what  constitutes 
"due  process  of  law."  On  page  710,  111  U. 
S.,  page  572,  28  L.  ed.,  page  668,  4  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep,,  referring  to  the  provision  of  the  Cali- 
fornia statute  for  fixing  the  value  of  the 
lands  by  assessors  appointed,  in  order  to  as- 
certain a  just  basis  for  assessment^  the 
learned  justice  says:  "The  officers,  in 
estimating  the  value,  act  judicially;  and  in 
most  states  provision  is  made  for  the  correc- 
tion of  errors  committed  by  them  through 
boards  of  revision  or  equalization,  sitting  at 
designated  periods  provided  by  law  to  hear 
complaints  respecting  the  justice  of  the  as- 
sessments. The  law  in  prescribing  the  time 
when  such  complaints  will  be  heard  gives  all 
the  notice  required;  and  the  proceeding  by 
which  the  valuation  is  determined,  though  it 
may  be  followed,  if  the  tax  be  not  paid,  by  a 
sale  of  the  delinquent's  property  is  due 
process  of  law.  In  some  states,  instead  of 
a  board  of  revision  or  equalization,  the  as- 
sessment may  be  revised  by  proceedings  in 
the  courts,  and  be  there  corrected  if  er- 
roneous, or  set  aside  if  invalid;  or  objections 
to  the  validity  or  amount  of  the  assessment 
may  be  taken  when  the  attempt  is  made  to 
enforce  it.  In  such  cases  all  the  opportunity 
is  given  to  the  taxpayer  to  be  heard  res- 
pecting the  assessment  which  can  be  deemed 
essential  to  render  the  proceedings  due  pro- 
wss  of  law.  In  Davidson  v.  "New  Orleans^ 
96  U.  S.  97,  24  L.  ed.  616,  this  court  decided 
this  precise  point.'*  The  entire  opinion  of 
Justice  Field  is  valuable,  and  decisive  of  the 
question  before  us.  Therefore  we  safely  con- 
clude that  §  3  does  not  jeopardize  the  prop- 
erty rights  of  the  landowners,  and  deprive 
them  of  due  process  of  law.  The  section  is 
intended  as  a  summary  method  of  restoring 
water  courses,  and  the  agents  to  accomplish 
it  are  certain  county  officers,  whose  functions 
are  administrative  in  character,  as  is  the 
case  in  very  many  other  provisions  for  the 
assessment  of  property. 

The  judgment  entry  of  the  circuit  court 
69  L.  R.  A. 


shows  that  §  3  was  held  to  be  unconstitution- 
al, but  it  fails  to  point  out  the  part  of  that 
instrument  with  which  it  is  in  conflict. 
Counsel  for  defendants  in  error  attach  Uy 
their  brief  a  copy  of  the  opinion  rendered  in 
the  case  which  they  s.ny  is  reported  in  Ohio 
Law  Bulletin  of  May  15,  1905  (Crawford  v. 
Taylor,  27  Ohio  C.  C.  245).  That  court 
holds  that  §  3  is  "unconstitutional  because 
it  unjustly  discriminates  between  different 
applicants  for  such  improvement  with  res- 
pect to  costs."  And  near  the  close  of  the 
opinion  it  is  said,  in  comparing  §  3  with  § 
2  of  the  act,  "This  would  appear  to  be  un- 
equal legislation,  an  unjust  discrimination 
against  the  fair-minded  citizen,  and  violative 
of  the  Bill  of  Rights."  This  attack  on  the 
law  is  very  general,  and  therefore  very  indef- 
inite. But  a  word  about  the  comparison  of 
the  two  sections  is  proper  in  this  connection. 
Section  2  (p.  154)  allows  anyone  who  was 
assessed  for  the  original  construction  of  the 
ditch  to  apply  to  the  commissioners  for  its 
cleaning  out,  and  he  is  required  to  give  bond 
for  the  payment  of  costs  if  the  application 
is  not  granted.  Section  3  authorizes  any  re- 
sident owner  of  land  which  was  assessed  for 
the  construction  of  the  ditch  to  make  the 
sworn  statement  to  the  auditor  of  the  neces- 
sity of  the  cleaning  out,  and  he  is  not  re- 
quired to  give  bond.  In  comparison,  why 
not  say  §  2  is  invalid  because  it  requires  a 
bond  while  §  3  requires  none?  We  presume 
that  it  is  competent  for  the  legislature  to  re- 
quire such  bonds  in  all  cases,  or  not  require 
them  in  any  case.  It  may  provide  for  bonds 
in  certain  proceedings  and  not  require  them 
in  others.  We  know  of  no  constitutional 
regulation  or  prohibition  on  the  subject.  It 
is  altogether  a  matter  of  legislative  discre- 
tion, and  not  a  matter  of  constitutional  law. 
To  proceed  under  §  3  is  a  simple  and  less 
expensive  method.  Sections  1  and  19  of  the 
same  act  provide  for  like  summary  action. 
Section  1  provides  for  the  removal  of  ob- 
structions, and  §  19  (p.  161),  for  the  repair 
and  restoration  of  flood  gates.  In  a  proceed- 
ing to  remove  obstructions  under  i|  1,  no  bond 
is  required,  while  a  proceeding  under 
§  19  requires  the  giving  of  a  bond. 
Both  proceedings  are  of  a  summary 
nature,  and  the  law  is  not  invalid  be- 
cause a  bond  is  required  in  one  and  not  in 
the  other. 

It  is  also  urged  against  the  law  that  it 
discriminates  as  between  resident  and  non- 
resident landowners.  Under  §  3  the  resi- 
dent landowner  only  is  authorized  to  make 
the  sworn  statement,  while  under  §  2  and 
other  sections  of  the  general  ditch  law 
landowners,  without  regard  to  residence, 
may  petition  for  the  improvement.  This 
distinction  is  considered  by  the  circuit  court 
as  another  unconstitutional  discrimination. 
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If  this  view  is  sound,  ft  unsettles  many  old 
statutes  of  this  state,  many  of  which  have 
been  in  operation  for  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury, and  which  have  at  one  time  or  anoth- 
er been  before  the  courts  for  construction 
and  judgment.  For  more  than  half  a  cen- 
tury county  roads  have  been  established  on 
petition  of  freeholders  resident  of  the  vicin- 
ity of  the  proposed  road.  CJounty  line-  roads 
have  been  established  on  the  petition  of  the 
inhabitants  along  the  line.  Roads  have 
been  vacated  on  the  petition  of  twelve  free- 
holders residing  in  that  part  of  the  county. 
The  law  requires  the  petitions  to  be  so 
signed.  Petitions  for  free  turnpikes  and 
roads  under  the  one-mile  assessment  act 
must  be  signed  by  resident  freeholders,  and 
remonstrances  against  the  latter  must  be 
signed  by  the  same  class.  It  is  useless  to 
cite  other  statutes  for  public  improvements 
that  contain  like  discrimination  in  favor  of 
residents  of  the  state.  It  is  not  invidious 
in  the  eyes  of  the  Constitution  to  classify 
owTiers  of  property  into  residents  and  non- 
residents. The  policy  of  the  legislature 
that  first  cares  for  our  own  citizens  is  not 
vicious,  and,  if  it  accords  to  residents  of 
Ohio  rights  and  privileges  not  conferred  up- 
on residents  of  another  state,  the  general  as- 
sembly is  simply  performing  a  duty  pecul- 
iarly within  its  authority.  We  therefore 
have  divorce  laws  requiring  the  applicant 
for  divorce  to  be  a  bona  fide  resident  of 
Ohio  one  year  next  before  filing  his  or  her 
petition.  If  a  suitor  is  a  nonresident,  he 
may  be  required  to  give  security  for  costs; 
and  if  one  who  has  been  a  resident  removes 
from  the  county  or  state  while  his  action 
is  pending  he  may  be  required  to  give  se- 
curity for  costs.  So  with  regard  to  our  ex- 
emption laws.  They  are  for  the  benefit  of  a 
certain  class  of  our  own  citizens,  and  for 
the  purpose  of  exemptions  our  own  citizens 
are  classified.  The  list  of  illustrations 
might  be  extended  if  necessary.  One  more 
will  be  sufficient.  It  is  found  in  our  at- 
tachment laws.  Nonresidence  of  the  state 
is  made  a  ground  for  attachment,  and  that, 
too,  without  bond,  while  bond  is  required 
if  the  writ  is  asked  on  other  grounds.  The 
(Usorimination  against  nonresidents  by  such 
legislation  was  the  subject  of  judicial  de- 
termination in  Central  Loan  d  T.  Co.  v. 
Campbell  Commission  Co,  173  U.  S.  84,  43  L. 
ed.  623,  19  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  346.  The  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  syllabus  re;ids:  "That  the  terri- 
torial statute  [Oklahoma]  authorizing  the 
issue  of  a  writ  of  attachment  against  the 
])roperty  of  a  nonresident  defendant  is  not 
Ti'pugnant  to  the  14th  Amendment  to  the 
(  onstitution." 

The  language  of  Justice  White,  render- 
ing the  opinion,  so  well  meets  every  con- 
tent i(m  made  in  this  branch  of  our  case, 
t>9  L.  R.  A. 


that  we   freely  quote   from   it  as   follows: 
"The  only  remaining  contention  to  be  con- 
sidered   is    the   claim    that    the    territorial 
statute  authorizing  the  issue  of  an  atta<*h- 
ment  against  the  property  of  a  nonresident 
defendant  in  the  case  of  an  alleged  fraudu- 
lent disposition  of  property  is  repugnant  to 
the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States,  and  in  conflict  with  the 
civil  rights  act.     The  law  of  the  territory', 
it  is  said,  in  case  of  an  attachment,  for  the 
cause  stated,  against  a  resident  of  the  ter- 
ritory, requires  the  giving  of  a  bond  by  the 
plaintiff. in  attachment  as  a  condition   for 
the  issue  of  the  writ,  whilst  it  has   been 
construed  to  make  no  such  requirement  in 
the  case  of  an  attachment  against  a  non- 
resident.    This,  it  is  argued,  is  a  discrim- 
ination against  a  nonresident,  does  not  af- 
ford  due   process   of   law,   ahd   denies    the 
equal  protection  of  the  laws.     The  elemen- 
tary doctrine  is  not  denied  that,   for   the 
purposes  of  the  remedy  by  attachment,  the 
legislative  authority  of  a  state  or  territory 
may  classify  residents  in  one  class  and  non- 
residents in  another;  but  it  is  insisted  that, 
where  nonresidents'  are  not  capable  of  sepa- 
rate  identification   from   residents   by    any 
facts  or  circumstances  other  than  that  they 
are   nonresidents, — ^that   is,   when   the    fact 
of  nonresidence  is  their  only  distinguishing 
feature, — ^the  laws  of  a  state  or  territory 
cannot  treat  them  to  their  prejudice  upon 
that  fact  as  a  basis  of  classification.'     When 
the  exception  thus  stated  is  put  in  juxta- 
position with  the  concession  that  there  is 
such  a  difiference  between  the  residents  of 
a  state  or  territory  and  nonresidents  as  to 
justify    their    being    placed    into    distinct 
classes   for  the   purpose   of  the  process  of 
attachment,  it  becomes  at  once  clear  that 
the  exception  to  the  rule  which  the   argii- 
mcnt  attempts  to  make  is  but  a  denial,  by 
indirection,    of    the     legislative     power    to 
classify  which   it   is   avowed   the  exception 
does  not  question.     The  argument,  in  sub- 
stance,  is  that,  where  a  bond  is   required 
as    a    prerequisite    to  the  issue  of  an  at- 
tachment against  a  resident,  an   unlawful 
discrimination    is    produced    by    permitting 
process    of   attachment    against   a    nonresi- 
dent without  giving  a  like  bond.     But  the 
difl'erence  between  exacting  a  bond   in  tlip 
one  case  and  not  in  the  other  is  nothing 
like  as  great  as  that  which  arises  from  al- 
lowing  processes   of   attachment  against   a 
nonresident  and  not   permitting   such   pro- 
cess against  a  resident  in  any  case.     That 
the   distinction   between   a   resident   and  a 
nonresident  is  so  broad  as  to  authorise  a 
classification   in   accordance   with   the   sug- 
gestion just  made  is  conceded,  and,  if  it  were 
not,    is    obvious.     The    reasoning,    then,    is 
that,   although   the   difiference  between  the 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1905. 


Taylor  v.  Crawford. 


817 


two  classes  is  adequate  to  support  the  al- 
lowance of  the  remedy  in  one  case  and  its 
absolute  denial  in  the  other,  yet,  that  the 
distinction  between  the  two  is  not  wide 
enough  to  justify  allowing  the  remedy  in 
both  cases,  but  accompanying  it  in  one  in- 
stance by  a  more  onerous  prerequisite  than 
is  exacted  in  the  other.  The  power,  how- 
ever, to  grant  in  the  one  and  deny  in  the 
other  of  necessity  embraces  the  right,  if 
it  be  allowed  in  both,  to  impose  upon  the 
one  a  condition  not  required  in  the  other, 
for  the  lesser  is  necessarily  contained  in 
the  greater  power.  The  misconception  con- 
sists in  conceding,  on  the  one  hand,  the 
power  to  classify  residents  and  nonresidents 
for  the  purpose  of  the  writ  of  attachment, 
and  then  from  this  concession  to  argue  that 
the  power  does  not  exist,  unless  there  be 


something  in  the  cause  of  action  for  which 
the  attachment  is  allowed  to  be  issued 
which  justifies  the  classification.  As,  how- 
ever, the  classification  depends  upon  res- 
idence and  nonresidence,  and  not  upon  the 
cause  of  action,  the  attempted  distinction  is 
without  merit.**^  It  seems  that  the  court 
was  unanimous  in  the  above  opinion,  and 
it  deserves  both  our  respect  and  confidence. 
The  statute  in  question  may  be  unwise  and 
ill-designed,  but  its  amendment  or  repeal 
is  for  the  lawmaking  power,  and  not  for 
the  courts. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  re- 
versed, injunction  dissolved,  and  the  peti- 
tion, with  its  amendments,  is  dismiss^. 

Davlsy  Ch.  J.,  and  Crew  and  SnmnLers, 
JJ.,  concur. 
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BOSTON  ADVERTISING   COMPANY. 

(188  Mass.  348.) 

Korblddlns  tbe  use  of  land  near  a 
park  or  vark  ^vay  for  advertltilnflr 
pnrpoiieM  amounts  to  a  taking  of  It  for 
public  use,  for  which  compensation  must  be 
made. 

(June  20,  1005.) 

"p  EPORT  by  the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk 
J-^  County  for  the  opinion  of  the  Supreme 
Judicial  Court  after  verdict  in  plaintiff's 
favor  in  a  proceeding  against  defendant  for 
violation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the 
park  commission  against  the  maintenance 
of  advertising  signs.  Judgment  for  defend- 
ant. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Joseph  H.  Sollday,  for  defendant: 

Depriving  an  owner  of  property  of  any 
profitable  use  of  that  property  is  a  "taking" 
or  "appropriation,"  and  clearly  within  the 
constitutional  prohibition. 

Old  Colony  d  F.  River  R.  Co.  v.  Ply- 
mouth County,  14  Gray,  155;  Edwfirds  v. 
Bruorion,   184  Mass.  529,    69    N.    E.    328; 


Forster  v.  Scott,  136  N.  Y.  683,  18  L.  R.  A, 
543,  32  N.  E.  976;  Atty,  Oen,  v.  Williafns 
{Kfiowlton  V.  Williams)  174  Mass.  476,  47 
L.  R.  A.  314,  65  N.  E.  77;  People  v.  Green, 
85  App.  Div.  400,  83  N.  Y.  Supp.  460;  Re 
Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  50  Am.  Rep.  636 ;  Peo- 
ple ex  rel.  Manhattan  8av.  Inst,  v.  Otis,  90 
N.  Y.  48;  Satcyer  v.  Davis,  136  Mass.  239, 
49  Am.  Rep.  27 ;  Train  v.  Boston  Disinfect- 
ing Co.  144  Mass.  523,  59  Am.  Rep.  113,  11 
N.  E.  929. 

Mr.  M.  J.  Snehme,  for  the  Common- 
wealth : 

Penal  statutes,  though  to  be  construed 
strictly  as  a  general  rule,  yet  are  to  receive 
such  a  construction  as  will  conform  to  the 
intention  of  the  legislature. 

Com.  V.  Loring,  8  Pick.  370. 

The  plain  intent  of  the  act  in  question  is 
to  prevent  or  control  the  intrusion  of  ob- 
noxious signs  upon  the  sight  of  the  public 
engaged  in  the  enjoyment  of  the  natural 
beauties  of  a  park.  It  is  a  question  of  law 
for  the  court  whether  any  given  sign  is 
"near"  within  the  meaning  of  the  statute. 

Fall  River  Iron  Works  Co.  v.  Old  Colony 
d  F.  River  R.  Co.  5  Allen,  221;  Boston 
ds  P.  R.  Corp.  v.  Midland  R.  Co.  1  Gray,  340. 

Under  the  power  to  regulate,  the  require- 


NoTE. — For  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
the  restriction  of  the  height  of  buildings  ad- 
jacent to  a  park,  when  made  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public  by  promoting  the  beauty  and  attrac- 
tiveness of  the  park,  Justifles  the  expenditure  of 
public  money  to  pay  compensation  for  property 
rights  thereby  injured,  see  Knowlton  v.  Will- 
iams, 47  L..   R.  A.  314. 

As  to  yalidlty  of  regulation  of  use  of  blll- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


boards  for  advertising  purposes,  see.  In  this 
series.  Crawford  v.  Topeka,  20  L.  R.  A.  692,  and 
Chicago  v.  Gunning  System.  70  L.  R.  A.  — 

As  to » forbidding  circulation  of  advertising 
matter  In  streets,  see  People  v.  Armstrong,  2 
L.  R.  A.  721. 

As  to  prohibiting  casting  of  circulars,  hand 
bills,  etc.,  into  vestibules  of  dwelllnjjs,  see 
Plilladelphi^  v.  Brabender,  58  L.  R.  A.  220. 
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ment  to  obtain  a  permit  or  license  is  free 
from  legal  objections. 

Com.  V.  Plaistcd,  148  Mass.  375,  2  L.  R. 
A.  142,  12  Am.  St.  Rep.  566,  19  N.  E.  224; 
Com.  V.  Ellis,  158  Mass.  555,  33  N.  E.  651 ; 
Re  Vandihe,  6  Pick.  187,  17  Am.  Dec.  351; 
Re  Nightingale,  11  Pick.  168. 

The  rule  regiilates  the  use  of  the  prop- 
erty, which  is  a  proper  exercise  of  police 
power. 

Com,  V.  Roberts,  166  Mass.  281,  16  L.  R. 
A.  400,  26  N.  E.  622 ;  Rideout  v.  Knox,  148 
Mass.  368,  2  L.  R.  A.  81,  12  Am.  St.  Rep. 
560,  19  N.  E.  390. 

Public  parks  are  created  and  maintained 
at  great  public  expense  to  contribute  to  the 
health  and  pleasure  of  the  community ;  and 
any  rule  reasonably  tending  to  promote 
public  health,  or  to  beautify  public  grounds, 
is  a  reasonable  exercise  of  the  power  dele- 
gated to  a  board  of  park  commissioners. 

Rochester  v.  West,  164  N.  Y.  610,  53  L.  R. 
A.  648,  79  Am.  St.  Rep.  669,  68  N.  E.  673 ; 
Com.  V.  McCafferty,  146  Mass.  384,  14  N.  E. 
451;  Re  Wilshire,  103  Fed.  620;  Gunning 
System  v.  Buffalo,  76  App.  Div.  31,  77  N.  Y. 
Supp.  987. 

Any  use  of  private  property  which  ma- 
terially interferes  with  the  public  comfort, 
except  in  those  cases  where  the  reasonable 
requirements  of  the  owner  afford  him  justi- 
fication or  excuse,  is  a  nuisance. 

Davis  V.  Saioyer,  133  Mass.  289,  43  Am. 
Rep.  619;  Com.  v.  Harris,  101  Mass.  29; 
Com.  V.  Perry,  139  Mass.  198,  29  N.  E.  656. 

An  advertisement  upon  private  land  any- 
where may  be  a  public  nuisance. 

The  legislature  may  very  appropriately 
recognize  and  deal  with  the  effect  upon  peo- 
ple in  general  of  unrestrained  scenic  adver- 
tising, and  take  measures  for  its  proper  re- 
pression. 

Train  v.  Boston  Disinfecting  Co.  144 
Mass.  523,  59  Am.  Rep.  113,  11  N.  E.  929; 
Langmaid  v.  Reed,  159  Mass.  409,  34  N.  E. 
593 ;  Newton  v.  Joyce,  166  Mass.  83,  56  Am. 
St.  Rep.  386,  44  N.  E.  116. 

Persons  whose  property  is  affected  by 
such  restrictions  have  no  right  to  compen- 
sation, because  one  of  the  incidents  to  prop- 
erty is  a  condition  that  it  shall  not  be  so 
used  as  unreasonably  to  impair  the  inter- 
est of  the  community. 

Com.  V.  Gilbert,  160  Mass.  157,  22  L.  R. 
A.  439,  35  N.  E.  454;  Ex  parte  CasineUo, 
62  Cal.  538 :  Re  Flaherty,  106  Cal.  558,  27 
L.  R.  A.  529,  38  Pac.  981 ;  Moses  v.  United 
F! tales,  16  App.  D.  C.  428,  60  L.  R.  A.  532: 
Com.  V.  Parks,  156  Mass.  531.  30  N.  E.  174; 
Com.  V.  Colton,  8  Gray,  488. 

There  is  no  vested  right  in  individuals  to 
l)e  exempt  from  police  regulations. 

Re  M'ilshire,  103  Fed.  620;  Rochester  v. 
West,  164  N.  Y.  510,  53  L.  R.  A.  548,  79 
69  U  R,  A. 


Am.  St.  Rep.  659,  58  N.  E.  673;  Gunnhtij 
System  v.  Buffalo,  75  App.  Div.  31,  77  N.  V. 
Supp.  987;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Williams  {Knotrl 
ton  V.  Williams)  174  Mass.  476.  47  I^.  R.  A. 
314,  66  N.  E.  77. 

The  legislature  may  delegate  to  boards 
power  to  make  rules,  and  provide  that  they 
may  be  enforced  by  suitable  penalties. 

Brodbine  v.  Revere,  182  Mass.  598,  66  X. 
E.  607;  Opinion  of  Justices,  138  Mas^^. 
601. 

A  person  who  has  a  contract  for  adver- 
tising, which  this  enactment  makes  illegal, 
has  no  more  sacred  right  to  ba  immune  from 
such  regulations  than  the  one  who  owns  the 
property  upon  which  the  contract  was  to  be 
performed. 

Salem  v.  Maynes,  123  Mass.  372;  Hughrx 
V.  Wamsutta  Mills,  11  Allen,  201;  Com.  v. 
Overby,  80  Ky.  208,  44  Am.  Rep.  471: 
Baily  v.  De  Crespigny,  L.  R.  4  Q.  B.   180. 

Barker,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  complaint  upon  which  the  defendant 
was  found  guilty  was  for  a  violation  of  the 
rules  and  regulations  made  by  the  metro- 
politan park  commission  under  Stat.  190:>. 
chap.  158,  p.  121.  The  act  charged  was 
maintaining  a  business  sign  on  land  near 
enough  to  the  Revere  Beach  Park  Way  tf 
render  the  words  of  the  sign  plainly  visi- 
ble to  the  naked  eye  of  persons  in  the  park 
way.  It  appears  that  the  sign  was  an  ad- 
vertisement of  a  household  utensil.  The 
signboard  was  40  feet  in  width  and  7%  feet 
high  with  black  letters  on  an  orange  ground. 
The  capital  letters  were  3  feet  SVj  inches 
high  and  2  feet  10  inches  wide.  It  is  not 
contended  that  the  sign  was  indecent  or  im- 
moral, or  of  a  nature  to  frighten  man  or 
beast,  or  in  any  way  to  cause  bodily  injury 
by  falling  or  being  blown  against  persons  or 
vehicles  using  the  way.  The  defendant  is  in 
the  advertising  business.  It  had  purchased 
from  the  owner  of  the  land  the  right  to 
maintain  the  sign  until  October  1,  1905. 
and  had  been  paid  to  keep  up  the  adver- 
tisement until  December  30,  1904.  Its  con- 
tract with  the  owner  of  the  land  began  on 
October  29,  1903,  and  its  ron tract  to  main 
tain  the  sign  was  made  in  September,  1903. 
The  park  way  was  established  in  1899.  Tb? 
rule  or  regulation  charged  to  have  been 
broken  by  maintaining  the  sign  was  estab- 
lished on  August  20,  1903.  The  same  sign 
had  been  in  the  same  location  before  the  es- 
tablishment of  the  park  way,  and  ever  since. 
The  rule  or  regulation  forbids  the  erection, 
maintaining,  or  display  upon  any  land  or 
the  outside  of  any  building  of  any  commer- 
cial or  business  sign,  poster,  or  adverti-**- 
ment  within  such  distance  of  any  publ>< 
park  or  park  way  in  care  of  the  commis.«inTi 
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i\s  shall  render  the  words,  figures,  or  de- 
vices of  the  sign,  poster,  or  advertisement 
plainly  visible  to  the  naked  eye  within  the 
park  or  park  way,  without  the  written  per- 
mission of  the  commission;  save  that  the 
rule  is  not  to  be  construed  to  prevent  the 
owner  or  occupant  of  land,  building,  or  tene- 
ment from  displaying  or  maintaining  there- 
on one  sign  or  advertisement  for  business  or 
commercial  purposes,  in  size  not  larger  than 
15  inches  by  20  feet,  and  relating  exclusive- 
ly to  the  property  on  which  it  may  be  placed, 
or  to  the  business  thereon  conducted,  .or  to 
the  person  conducting  the  same.  The  stat- 
ute provides  that  the  commission,  and  also 
the  officers  having  charge  of  public  parks 
and  park  ways,  "may  make  such  reasonable 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  display 
of  signs,  posters,  or  advertisements  in  or 
near  to  and  visible  from  public  parks  and 
park  ways  intrusted  to  their  care,  as  they 
may  deem  necessary  for  preserving  the  ob- 
jects for  which  such  parks  and  park  ways 
are  established  and  maintained."  Stat.  1903, 
chap.  158,  §  1,  p.  121.  The  counsel  for  the 
prosecution  asserts  that  public  parks  and 
park  ways  are  created  and  maintained  to 
contribute  to  the  health  and  pleasure  of  the 
community.  It  has  been  said  that  they  "are 
established  for  the  use  and  enjoyment  of  the 
people  while  seeking  pleasure  and  recreation 
as  well  as  at  other  times."  No  doubt  the 
principal  and  controlling  object  for  which 
public  parks  and  park  ways  are  established 
is  that  of  pleasure.  They  are  distinctively 
and  chiefly  pleasure  grounds.  So  far  as 
they  incidentally  serve  to  promote  health  by 
affording  the  means  of  being  in  the  open  air 
and  the  sunlight,  or  of  taking  healthful  exer- 
cise, the  presence  or  absence  of  signs  upon 
the  neighboring  lands  is  immaterial.  Wo 
think,  therefore,  that  the  well-being  of  the 
ordinary  person  who  uses  a  public  park  or 
park  way  can  never  be  so  far  aflfected  by 
the  visibility  of  signs,  posters,  or  advertise- 
ments placed  on  other  ground  as  to  injure 
his  health.  No  doubt  their  presence  there 
may  hide  from  him  fine  views,  or  may  turn 
into  a  disagreeable  ensemble  what  otherwise 
would  be  a  pleasing  outlook,  or  the  sign  or 
poster  or  advertisement  may  be  itself  ugly, 
or,  if  not  so,  may  be  displeasing  because  of 
incongruity.  At  most,  the  presence  of  signs, 
posters,  and  advertisements  upon  lands  or 
buildings  near  a  public  park  or  park  way  is 
an  offense  against  good  taste,  and  in  that 
way  alone  detracts  from  the  pleasure  only  of 
the  frequenters  of  such  places.  We  agree 
that  the  promotion  of  the  pleasure  of  the 
people  is  a  public  purpose,  for  which  public 
money  may  be  used  and  taxes  laid,  even  if 
the  pleasure  is  secured  merely  by  delighting 
one  of  the  senses.  Bigginson  v.  Nahant,  11 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Allen,  530;  Hubbard  v.  Taunton,  140  Mas  . 
467,  5  N.  E.  157;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  WWiafh.s 
{Knoirlton  v.  Williams)  174  Mass.  476. 
479,  480,  47  L.  R.  A.  314,  55  N.  E.  77.  The 
question  here  is  not  of  the  power  of  the  state 
td  expend  money,  or  to  lay  taxes  to  promote 
esthetic  ends,  or  to  regulate  the  use  of 
property  with  a  view  to  promote  such  ends. 
It  is  of  the  right  of  the  state  by  such  regu- 
lations to  deprive  the  owner  of  property  of 
a  natural  use  of  that  property  without  giv- 
ing compensation  for  the  resulthig  loss  to 
the  owner.  Probably  no  one  would  care  at 
present  to  deny  that  without  compensation 
"the  possession  and  enjoyment  of  all  rights 
are  subject  to  such  reasonable  conditions  as 
may  be  deemed  by  the  governing  authority 
of  the  country  essential  to  the  safety,  health, 
peace,  good  order,  and  morals  of  the  com- 
munity." Field,  J.,  in  Orowley  v.  Chriaten- 
sen.  137  U.  S.  86,  89,  S4  L.  ed.  620,  622,  11 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  13.  Beyond  the  purposes 
named,  there  are  many  others  of  a  public 
nature,  the  promotion  of  which  may  in- 
volve the  taking  or  damaging  of  the  prop- 
erty of  individuals,  and  as  to  which  there 
well  may  be  dififerenoes  of  opinion  as  to 
whether  the  state  must  afford  compensation 
if  such  loss  or  damage  is  inflicted.  One  of 
them  is  the  education  of  youth.  Probably 
all  will  agree  that,  judged  by  any  fair  stand- 
ard, the  promotion  of  education  stands  upon 
a  higher  plane  than  the  promotion  of  es- 
thetic culture  or  enjoyment,  and  would  the 
better  justify  the  imposition  of  a  burden 
without  compensation.  But  no  one  would 
contend  that  the  state  could  authorize  the 
taking  of  land  for  a  schoolhouse  without 
providing  compensation  for  the  owner.  In  a 
very  recent  case  this  court,  in  dealing  with 
a  statute  requiring  street  railway  companies 
to  transport  school  children  at  reduced  rates 
of  fare,  has  held  that,  if  it  appeared  that  the 
enforcement  of  the  act  would  cause  expense 
which  the  carrier  must  bear  or  put  upon 
other  patrons,  we  should  be  obliged  to  hold 
that  there  was  a  taking  of  property  without 
due  process  of  law.  Com,  v.  Interstate 
Consol.  Street  R.  Co.  187  Mass.  436,  73  N.  E. 
530.  If  the  police  power,  technically  so 
called,  will  not  justify  a  taking  of  property 
without  compensation  to  promote  the  edu- 
cation of  youth,  it  cannot  justify  such  a 
taking  for  the  promotion  of  merely  esthetic 
purposes.  Therefore,  if  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mission amount  to  a  taking  of  property,  as 
no  compensation  is  provided,  they  cannot  be 
held  valid.  The  plain  and  intended  pur- 
pose of  the  rule  is  to  prohibit  the  use  of 
land  near  public  parks  and  park  ways  for 
advertising.  This  has  come  to  be  an  ordi- 
nary and  remunerative  use  of  lands  near 
largely  traveled  streets,  park  ways,  public 
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parks,  railroads,  and  other  places  frequented 
in  numbers  by  the  public.  It  is  as  nat* 
ural  a  use  of  such  lauds  as  is  the  use  of 
store  fronts  and  show  windows  for  the  dis- 
play of  goods  kept  for  sale,  or  for  other 
modes  of  advertising.  It  resembles  the  plac- 
ing of  advertising  pages  on  each  side  of  the 
litetary  portion  of  a  periodical,  or  the  plac- 
ing in  street  cars  or  railway  stations  of  ad- 
vertisements disconnected  with  the  business 
of  transportation.  All  these  at  present  are 
usual,  common,  and  profitable  uses  of  prop- 
erty of  which  everyone  sees  daily  numerous 
instances.  In  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of 
the  court  the  rules  or  regulations  estab- 
lished by  the  commission  so  interfere  with 
the  use  of  property  as  to  amount  to  a  tak- 
ing of  property  for  public  use,  and,  as 
no  compensation  is  provided  for,  the  rules 
are  void,  because  obnoxious  to  the  provisions 
of  our  Constitution.  Declaration  of  Rights, 
art.  10.  They  are  not  treasonable  within  the 
meaning  of  Stat.  1003,  chap.  158,  fi  1,  p. 
121.  We  do  not  hold  that  no  valid  rules  ns 
to  signs,  posters,  or  advertisements  on  land 
near  to  public  parks  or  park  ways  can  be 
made  under  Stat.  1903,  chap.  158,  p.  121. 
Rules  intended  to  prohibit  advertisements  of 
indecent  or  immoral  tendencies,  or  signs 
dangerous  to  the  physical  safety  of  the  pub- 
lic, no  doubt  would  be  reasonable  within  the 
meaning  of  the  statute,  and  valid.  We 
think  the  ca.se  of  Rochester  v.  West,  164  N. 
Y.  510,  53  L.  R.  A.  548,  79  Am.  St.  R^p. 
659,  58  N.  E.  673,  was  decided,  and  can  rc-i 
only  on  this  ground.  See  Gunning  System 
v.  Buffalo,  75  App.  Div.  31,  77  N.  Y.  Supp. 
987 ;  People  v.  Green,  85  App.  Div.  400,  83 
N.  Y.  Supp.  460. 

Verdict  set  aside.    Judgment   to   be    en- 
tered for  the  defendant. 


Hannah  A.  WADE,  Appt., 

V. 

Katherine  MILLER. 
(188  Mass.  6.) 
The    cliaracterlntle     nolneii    and    odork 


im»uiniK  from  a  chicken  ltoii«e  and  yard 

which  are  maintained  in  a  cleanly  manner 
and  cared  for  so  as  not  injurloasly  to  af- 
fect the  health  of  any  normal  person  In  the 
neighborhood  are  not  a  naisance,  although 
they  may  make  neighboring  property  uncom- 
fortable as  a  residence  for  invalids. 

(April  4,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Plymouth  County 
in  favor  of  the  defendant  in  an  action 
brought  to  enjoin  the  maintenance  of  an  al- 
leged nuisance.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 
Mr.  Daniel  T.  Devoll  for  appellant. 
Mr.  C.  A.  MoLellan  for  appellee. 

Braley,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

This  is  a  bill  in  equity  to  enjoin  the  de- 
fendant from  maintaining  an  alleged  nui- 
sance, that,  by  reason  of  its  nature  and 
proximity,  impaired  the  rental  value  of  the 
plaintiff's  property.  The  case  was  referred 
to  a  master,  to  whose  report  no  exceptions 
were  taken,  and  upon  whose  findings  of  fact 
a  decree  was  entered  in  the  superior  court 
confirming  the  report  and  dismissing  the 
bill,  from  which  the  plaintiff  appealed  to 
this  court. 

Irom  the  report  it  appears  that  the  par- 
lies own  and  occupy  contiguous  estatx»s  sit- 
uated in  the  principal  village  of  the  town 
of  Bridgewater.  There  were  two  dwelling 
houses  on  tlie  plaintiff's  land,  one  of  whion 
she  occupied,  and  rented  the  other,  that  was 
nearest  to  the  homestead  of  the  defendant, 
who  maintained  two  henhouses,  and  yard 
connected  therewith,  in  which  a  number  of 
hons  and  not  more  than  two  roosters  were 
kept.  The  plaintiff's  claim  is  that  the  odor 
from  the  liouses  and  yard  occasionally  be- 
came so  pungent  that,  combined  with  the 
cackling  of  hens  and  crowing  of  roosters, 
the  house  occupied  by  her  tenant  was  ren- 
dered uncomfortable  as  a  place  of  residence. 
It  is  found  that  the  tenant  and  members 
of  his  family — especially  his  wife,  who  was 
a  nervous  invalid — complained  that  they 
were  disturbed  and  annoyed  by  the  o<lor  ant! 


NOTB. — For  a  case  In  this  series  holding  that 
the  noise  made  by  hogs  kept  for  the  purpose  of 
slaughter  is  not  such  a  nuisance  as  to  Justify 
the  destruction  of  a  slaughter-house  business, 
see  Ballentine  v.  Webb,  13  U  R.  A.  321. 

As  to  right  to  damages  or  injunction  because 
of  discomfort  caused  by  noises  generally,  see 
Gainesville,  H.  &.  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Hall,  9  L.  R.  A. 
298 ;  Wylie  v.  Elwood,  9  L.  R.  A.  726 ;  Powell  v. 
Bentley  &  G.  Furniture  Co.  12  L.  R.  A.  53, 
and  note;  Jones  v.  Erie  &  W.  Valley  R.  Co. 
17  L.  R.  A.  758 ;  Austin  v.  Augusta  Terminal  R. 
Co.  47  L.  R.  A.  755;  Chicago  G.  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
First  M.  E.  Church.  50  L.  R.  A.  488;  Hill  v. 
09  L.  Pv.  A. 


McBurney  Oil  &  Fertilizer  Co.  52  L.  R.  A. 
:jn8 :  Louisville  &  N.  Terminal  Co.  v.  Jacobs. 
61  L.  R.  A.  188:  Froelicher  v.  Oswald  Iron 
Works,  64  L.  It.  A.  228:  and  Redd  v.  Edna 
Cotton  Mills,  67  L.  R.  A.  983. 

For  odors  or  gases  as  nuisance  generally,  see 
Bohan  v.  Port  Jervis  Gaslight  Co.  9  L.  R.  A. 
711,  and  note;  Susquehanna  Fertilizer  Co.  v. 
Mnlone,  9  L.  R.  A.  737 :  Robb  v.  Carnegie  Bros. 
&  Co.  14  L.  R.  A.  329 ;  Pogarty  v.  Junction  City 
Pressed  Brick  Co.  18  L.  R.  A.  756  :  Boston  Fer- 
rule Co.  V.  Hills,  20  L.  R.  A.  844;  Frost  ▼. 
Berkeley  Phosphate  Co.  26  L.  R.  A.  693;  and 
Swift  V.  Broyle«.  58  L.  R.  A.  390. 
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noise  thus  caused,  though  the  plaintiff  her- 
self, living  in  a  house  within  a  distance  of 
45  feet  theix»from,  was  not  disagreeably  af- 
fected to  an  appreciable  extent. 

Where  the  question  of  a  private  nuisance 
is  raised,  the  result  produced  by  it  upon 
persons  of  ordinary  health  and  sensitiveness, 
rather  than  upon  those  afflicted  with  disease 
or  abnormal  physical  conditions,  is  to  be 
taken  as  the  criterion. 

In  the  lawful  use  of  property,  how  far  an 
annoyance  may  be  caused  to  other  persons, 
without  becoming  a  nuisance,  becomes  a 
question  of  degree.  For  what  may  amount 
to  a  serious  injury  to  health  or  the  enjoy- 
ment of  property  in  one  locality,  by  reason 
of  density  of  population,  or  the  residential 
character  of  the  neighborhood  affected,  or 
the  nature  of  the  specific  act,  may  in  an- 
other place,  and  under  different  surround- 
ings, be  deemed  proper  and  unobjectionable. 
But  in  any  case,  if  it  is  sought  to  prevent 
by  injunction  the  further  continuance  of  any 
legitimate  business  or  employment  which  it 
is  claimed  constitutes  a  nuisance,  a  real,  and 
not  a  fanciful,  injury  to  person  or  property 
must  be  shown.  Davis  v.  Sawyer,  133  Mass. 
289,  290,  291,  43  ^m.  Rep.  519;  Com.  v. 
Perry,  139  Mass.  198,  29  N.  E.  656;  Com. 
V.  Packard,  185  Mass.  64,  66,  69  N.  E.  1067. 

The  defendant  had  a  right  to  the  lawful 
use  and  enjoyment  of  her  premises,  and  this 
would  indude  the  keeping  of  hens  in  houses, 
and  a  yard  used  for  that  purpose,  which  are 
shown  by  the  report  to  have  been  main- 
tained in  a  cleanly  condition,  and  cared  for 
in  such  a  manner  as  not  to  injuriously  af- 
fect the  health  of  any  normal  person  living 
in  that  neighborhood.  Although,  the  odor 
arising  from  the  henhouses  and  yard,  which 
at  times  was  accompanied  by  the  charac- 
teristic cry  made  by  their  occupants,  may 
have  been  unpleasant,  it  does  not  appear  by 
tlie  report  to  have  been  physically  uncom- 
fortable or  unbearable.  Indeed,  the  findings 
of  fact  fail  to  show  that  the  conditions  ex- 
isting on  the  premises  of  the  defendant  were 
abnormal,  or  differed  substantially  from 
tliose  usually  found  in  the  country,  where 
the  ordinary  incidents  arising  from  keep- 
ing barnyard  fowls  are  not  considered  ex- 
traordinary or  peculiarly  irritating,  even  to 
sensitive  persons.  Rogers  v.  Elliott,  146 
Ma.s8.  349,  353,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  316,  15  N.  E. 
768;  Doiming  v.  Elliott,  182  Mass.  28.  29, 
64  N.  E.  201. 

Decree  affirmed, 
60  L.  R.  A. 


BUSELL  TRII^IMER  COMPANY 

Charles  F.  COBURN. 
(188  Mass.  254.) 

1.  A  coTevant  by  m.  pnrchaaer  of  tbe 
buBlnesii  and  effects  of  a  corporation, 

the  sale  of  which  Is  intended  to  terminate 
Its  existence,  to  indemnify  it  from  and 
against  the  contracts  and  engagements  to 
which  the  said  vendor  appears  to  be  no^ 
liable,  and  also  all  claims  and  demands  on  ac< 
count  of  the  same  contracts  and  engagements, 
does  not  cover  a  claim  by  the  president- 
manager  of  the  corporation  to  salary  for  the 
time  subsequently  accruing,  where  it  was 
founded  merely  on  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
elected  president,  and  there  was  no  contract 
that  the  services  and  salary  should  continue 
for  any  specified  time. 

2.  ESlectinfT  one  president  of  a  corpo- 
ration, and  appointing  him  manager,  do  not 
entitle  him  to  a  salary  for  any  specified  time. 

8.  To  entitle  an  employee  to  damaares 
aeainiit  Kl»  employer  for  breach  of  the 
contract  by  disposing  of  all  his  property  so 
that  no  more  services  could  be  rendered,  he 
must  show  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  earn 
an  equal  amount  elsewhere. 

4.  A  Jndirment  airainiit  a  debtor  in  not 
blndins  on  one  who  has  contracted  to  save 
him  harmless  from  the  debt,  unless  he  has 
been  notified  to  come  in  and  defend. 

(May  19,  1905.) 

EXCEPTIONS  by  plaintiff  to  rulings  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  Coun- 
ty, made  during  the  trial  of  an  action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to 
be  due  under  an  indemnity  contract.  Over- 
ruled. 

The  stockholders  of  the  plaintiff  company 
desired  to  close  up  its  business  and  liquidate 
the  company,  and  authorized  a  majority  of 
the  directors  to  do  so.  The  majority  direct- 
ors arranged  for  a  transfer  of  all  the  as- 
sets of  the  company  to  defendant,  and  he 
executed  a  contract  the  material  parts  of 
which  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Richard  D.  Ware,  for  plaintiff: 

Payment  of  a  judgment  by  default  or  con- 
sent is  sufficient  to  warrant  a  recovery  un- 
der an  indemnity  contract. 

Creamer  v.  Stephenson,  15  Md.  211 ;  Qiven 
V.  Driggs,  1  Caines,  450;  Train  v.  Oold,  5 
Pick.  380. 

The  judgment  was  presumptive  evidence 


Note.— As  to  liability  of  consolidated  corpo- 
ration for  debts  of  predecessor,  see,  in  this 
series,  Louisville,  N.  A.  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Boney,  8 
T..  R.  A.  435,  and  note;  Chicago  &  I.  Coal  B.  Co. 
V.  Hall,  23  L.  B.  A.  231,  and  note. 
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of  the  company's  liability,  and  should  have 
been  admitted. 

Smith  V.  Burton,  94  Va.  158,  26  S.  £. 
412. 

The  use  of  the  word  "claims"  gives  the 
contract  the  broadeHt  scope;  and. an  indem- 
nity contract  against  "claims"  embraces  any 
claims,  whether  valid  or  otherwise,  which 
may  subject  the  party  indemnified  to  costs, 
delay,  or  expense. 

Home  liis.  Co.  V.  Watson,  69  N.  Y.  390; 
Niagara  Falls  Paper  Co.  v.  Lee,  20  App. 
Div.  217,  47  N.  Y.  Supp.  1 ;  Wood  v.  hind- 
ley,  12  Ind.  App.  258,  40  N.  E.  283. 

Mr.  W.  C.  Coeswell,  for  defendant: 

No  evidence  has  been  introduced  sufficient 
to  establish  a  contract  between  Knight  and 
plaintiir  for  a  year's  service. 

Tatterson  v.  Suffolk  Mfg.  Co.  106  Mass. 
)56;  Sears  v.  Kings  County  Elev.  R.  Co,  152 
Mass.  161,  9  L.  R.  A.  117,  25  N.  E.  98; 
Davis  v.  Ames  Mfg.  Co.  177  Mass.  54,  58  N. 
E.  280. 

The  testimony  offered  and  excluded  was 
strictly  res  inter  alios,  and  was  not  admissi- 
ble against  this  defendant  on  the  measure 
of  damages. 

Haskins  v.  Warren,  115  Mass.  514;  Fowlc 
V.  Child,  104  Mass.  210,  49  Am.  St  Rep.  461, 
41  N.  E.  291;  Fitchhurg  R,  Co.  v.  Freeman, 
12  Gray,  401,  74  Am.  Dec.  600;  Parker  v. 
Kenyon,  112  Mass.  264;  Cutter  v.  Gillette, 
163  Mass.  95,  39  N.  E.  1010;  Olds  v.  Mapes- 
Reeve  Constr.  Co.  177  Mass.  41,  58  N.  E. 
478. 

The  sale  to  Coburn  did  not  affect  the  cor- 
porate existence  of  plaintiff,  the  tenure  of 
office  or  duties  of  its  officers,  or  the  powers 
and  right  of  the  company  to  continue  in 
business.  Assuming  that  the  election  of 
Knight  as  president  and  manager  would 
warrant  a  finding  of  a  contract  for  a  year, 
such  contract  was  personal  in  its  nature, 
involving  powers  and  duties  not  capable  of 
assignment  or  controllable  by  an  assignee. 

Boston  Ice  Co.  v.  Potter,  123  Mass.  28,  25 
Am.  Rep.  9;  Arkansas  Valley  Smelting  Co. 
V.  Beldin  Min.  Co.  127  V.  S.  379,  32  L.  ed. 
246,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1308;  Rohfion  v.  Drum- 
mond,  2  Barn.  &  Ad.  303;  British  Waggon 
Co.  V.  Lea,  L.  R.  5  Q.  B.  Div.  149. 

Lathrop,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  contract  in  question  is  dated  August 
4.  1900.  In  it  the  plaintiff  is  called  the 
*'vendor."  and  the  defendant  the  "pur- 
chaser." By  the  terms  of  the  contract  the 
vendor  assigned  to  the  purchaser  "all  of 
the  machinery,  stock  in  trade,  fixtures,  and 
offeots  pertaining  to  its  business,  and  also 
iiJl  the  books  and  other  debts  now  due  and 
owing  to  the  said  vendor,  and  also  nil  con- 
tracts, benefits,  and  advantages  which  have 
69  L.  R.  A. 


been  entered  into  by  the  said  vendor,  or  to 
which  it  is  or  can  be  entitled."  The  pur- 
chaser covenanted  with  the  vendor  "that  he 
will  at  all  times  hereafter  .save  harmless, 
and  keep  indemnified,  the  said  vendor  from 
and  against  all  losses,  costs,  expenses,  and 
damages  which  may  be  incurred  by  reason 
of  any  action  which  shall  or  may  be  brought 
or  instituted  against  the  said  purchaser, 
.  .  .  for,  or  in  respect  of,  the  said  ma- 
chinery, stock  in  trade,  effects,  and  premises, 
or  for  or  in  respect  of  the  recover}-  of  the 
several  sums  of  money  which  by  its  books 
appear  to  be  due  and  owing  from  the  said 
vendor  in  respect  of  the  said  trade  or  busi- 
ness: and  also  from  and  against  Iho  cf^!' 
tracts  and  engagements  to  which  the  said 
vendor  appears  to  be  now  liable;  and  also 
all  interest,  costs,  expenses,  losses,  claims, 
and  demands  on  account  of  the  same  debt<. 
contracts,  and  engagements  respectively  or 
otherwise  in  relation  to  the  premises." 

It  appeared  in  evidenoe  that  at  the  time 
of  the  signing  of  the  contract  Knight  was 
president  of  the  company,  and  had  been  con- 
nected with  it  about  fifteen  years  as  man- 
ager and  president.  On  June  4,  1900,  the 
directors  of  the  plaintiff  company  elected  its 
officers  for  the  ensuing  year,  and  among 
them  Knight,  as  president  and  manager. 
There  was  evidence  also  that , Knight  sold 
the  manufactures  of  the  company,  handled 
the  money,  paid  the  men,  looked  after  the 
factory,  and  attended  to  the  entire  business; 
and,  furtlier,  thjit  at  the  time  of  the  trans- 
fer Knight  was  receiving  a  salary  of  $2,000 
a  year.  The  plaintiff  offered  to  show  that 
upon  November  20,  1900,  Knight  brought  an 
action  against  the  plaintiff  for  salary  al- 
leged to  have  accrued  to  him  after  the  trans- 
fer, for  the  months  of  August,  Septemlier, 
October,  and  part  of  November,  at  the  rate 
of  $110,67  per  month.  The  company  did 
not  defend  the  action,  and  Knight  recovered 
judgment,  which  judgment  was  paid  by  the 
company.  The  plaintiff  further  offered  to 
show  that  in  March,  1901,  a  further  sum  was 
paid  by  the  company  to  Knight  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  claim  he  made  against  the  com- 
pany for  the  balance  of  the  year  for  which 
he  conten<led  that  his  contract  continued. 
The  judge  excluded  this  evidence  of  pay- 
ments, and  the  plaintiff  excepted. 

We  are  of  opinion  that  the  ruling  was 
right.  The  contract  before  us  transferred 
to  the  defendant  the  machinery,  stock  in 
trade,  fixtures,  and  book  debts.  It  does  not 
ai'pear  that  Knight  rendered  any  service  to 
the  defendant,  or  that  he  was  expected  to 
do  so.  Nothing  was  due  to  him  from  the 
])laintiff  when  the  transfer  was  made.  The 
contention  of  the  plaintiff  is  that  the  lia- 
bility of  the  defendant  arises  under  the  last 
clause  of  the  contract,  "and  also  all  interest. 
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eoets,  cx|H»n8e8,  losses,  claims,  and  demands 
on  account  of  the  same  debts,  contracts,  and 
(*n'(agements."  The  president  of  a  corpora- 
tion, as  an  officer,  is  not  ipso  facto  entitled 
to  a  salary  or  to  a  compensation,  and,  so 
far  as  any  inference  is  to  be  drawn  in  re- 
cord to  it,  the  inference  is  that  the  salary 
was  paid  to  him  as  manager,  and  not  as 
president.  The  plaintiff  disposed  of  all  of 
its  properly  at  tiie  date  of  the  contract,  and 
after  that,  so  far  as  appears,  had  nothing 
to  manage.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  at  liberty  to  sell  its 
property  and  wind  up  its  business  at  any 
time.  Electing  a  man  to  an  office  is  not  or- 
dinarily to  make  a  contract  with  him  for  a 
stated  time.  There  is  nothing  to  show  that 
the  corporation  agreed  with  Knight  to  con- 
tinue to  carry  on  business  through  a  year, 
or  to  retain  him  under  a  salary  as  manager 
after  it  ceased  to  have  anything  to  manage. 
The  evidence  did  not  go  far  enough. 

There  is  also  another  ground  which  is 
-conclusive  against  the  plaintiff.  Even  if  the 
plaintiff  made  a  contract  with  Knight, 
-which  it  broke  by  the  sale  of  its  property. 


so  that  it  would  be  liable  to  him  for  such 
breach,  the  measure  of  damages  would  not 
be  the  salary  promised,  but  would  be  the 
difference  between  the  salary  and  what  he 
could  have  earned  in  some  other  occupation. 
See  1  Sedgw.  Damages,  8th  ed.  §§  206-208; 
Mayne,  Damages,  7th  ed.  244,  245.  The 
plaintiff  put  in  no  evidence  on  this  point, 
and  there  is  nothing  to  show  that  Knight 
did  not  earn  more  in  some  other  occupation. 
The  judgment  in  the  action  brought  by 
Knight  against  the  plaintiff  was  not  bind- 
ing on  the  defendant,  in  the  absence  of  a 
notice  to  come  in  and  defend.  No  such  no- 
tice having  been  given,  it  stood  merely  as  a 
payment;  and  to  make  it  material  the  plain- 
tiff had  to  prove  that  it  was  rightly  made. 
Until  the  plaintiff  proved  that  Knight  tried 
to  get  other  employment  and  entirely  failed, 
there  was  no  proof  that  either  payment 
made  to  Knight  of  his  full  salary  was  right- 
fully made,  and  payment  of  such  salary 
without  such  proof  was  immaterial  as 
against  the  defendant,  and  was  rightly  ex- 
cluded. 
Exceptions  overruled. 


ARKANSAS   SUPREME   COURT. 


S.  G.  DREYFUS  et  al,  Appta,, 

V. 

S.  J.  ROBERTS. 


.Ark.. 


.) 


a^e  payment  of  less  than  in  due  -will 
dliiGltarflre  tfce  debt  when  an  agreement  to 
that  effect  is  fully  executed,  and  the  dis- 
charge is  evidenced  by  a  written  receipt  for 
the  lesser  sum  In  full  satisfaction  of  the 
greater  one. 

(BatUe  and  McCulloch,  JJ.,  dissent.) 

(May   13,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Lafayette 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  quash  an  execution.     Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Scott  ft  Head  and  Searcy  ft 
Parks,  for  appellants: 

Where  the  debt  is  certain  and  due,  pay- 
ment of  a  less  sum,  is  not  satisfaction. 

Bunge  v.  Koop,  48  N.  Y.  224,  8  Am.  Rep. 
546;  Bliss  v.  Shwarts,  65  N.  Y.  444;  ycss 
V.  Minnesota  d  €.  Co.  87  Minn.  413,  92  N. 
W.  333;  Goodwin  v.  Folleti,  25  Vt.  386; 
Harriman  v.  Barriman,  12  Gray,  341 ;  Cur- 
tiss  V.  Martin^  20  111.  557;  Jones  v.  Ricketts, 
7   Md.   108;   Murphy  v.  Kastner,  50  N.  J. 


Eq.  214,  24  Atl.  564;  Eve  v.  Mosely,  2 
Strobh.  L.  203;  Ryan  v.  Ward,  48  N.  Y. 
204,  8  Am.  Rep.  539;  Deland  v.  Hiett,  27 
Cal.  611,  87  Am.  Dec.  102;  Weher  v.  Couch, 
134  Mass.  26,  45  Am^  Rep.  274. 

The  giving  of  a  receipt  in  full  does  not 
in  any  way  affect  the  rule. 

;8f*.  Louis,  Ft.  8.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Davis,  35 
Kan.  464,  11  Pac.  421;  Walan  v.  Kerhy,  99 
Mass.  1;  Brooks  v.  White,  2  Met.  283,  37 
Am.  Dec.  96;  Riley  v.  Kershaw,  52  Mo. 
224;  Murphy  v.  Kastner,  50  N.  J.  Eq.  214, 
24  Atl.  564;  Fuller  v.  Kemp,  138  N.  Y. 
231,  20  L.  R.  A.  785,  33  N.  E.  1034;  Chica- 
go, M.  d  8t.  P.  R.  Co.  V.  Clark,  35  C.  C.  A. 
120,  92  Fed.  968;  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  65 
Ark.  374,  18  S.  W.  377;  Hunter  v.  Moul,  98 
Pa.  13,  42  Am.  Rep.  610;  Damall  v.  More- 
house, 36  How.  Pr.  511;  Bunge  v.  Koop, 
48  N.  Y.  225,  8  Am.  Rep.  546. 

Mr.  Robert  "L.  Rogers,  Attorney  Gen- 
eral, for  appellee. 

Hill,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

In  1896  Dreyfus  &  Company  obtained  a 
judgment  against  Roberts  for  $1,621  and 
interest.  In  1900  Dreyfus  turned  the  debt 
evidenced    by    this    judgment    to    a    collec- 


NoTK. — For  other  cases  In  this  series  as  to 
accord  and  satisfaction  by  part  payment  of 
debt,  see  MoKenzle  v.  Harrison,  8  L.  R.  A.  257  ; 
Jaffray  v.  Davis,  11  L.  R.  A.  710,  and  cases  in 
note  thereto:  Fuller  v.  Kemp,  20  L.  R.  A.  785, 
<J9  L.  R.  A. 


and  note;  Tanner  v.  Merrill,  31  L.  R.  A.  171 ; 
Clayton  v.  Clark,  37  L.  R.  A.  771 ;  Chicora 
Fertilizer  Co.  v.  Dunan,  50  L.  R.  A.  401  ; 
Harrison  v.  Henderson,  62  L.  R.  A.  700 ; 
Kngbretson  ▼.  Selberling,  64  L.  R.  A.  75. 
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tion  agency  for  collection,  with  authority 
to  compromise.  The  collection  agency  pro- 
posed to  Roberts  to  accept  $200  in  cash,  if 
at  once  remitted,  in  full  discharge  of  the 
whole  debt.  Roberts  was  living  in  Lafay- 
ette county,  Arkansas.  He  was  unable  to 
raise  the  money,  and  applied  to  his  mother 
to  assist  him.  She  did  not  have  the  money, 
t  but  had  credit,  and  borrowed  $200  from  a 
gentleman  in  Texarkana,  who  drew  a  check 
on  a  bank  in  Texarkana,  Texas.  This  check, 
after  proper  indorsements,  was  accepted  by 
the  collection  agency  in  Chicago  as  a  full 
acquittance  of  the  debt,  and  it  executed  a 
receipt  in  full,  and  promised  to  have  the 
judgment  record  satisfied;  but,  instead  of 
this  being  done,  Dreyfus  caused  execution 
to  issue  on  the  judgment.  This  action 
started  in  chancery,  and  was  transferred  to 
the  circuit  court  as  a  proceeding  to  quash 
the  execution  on  the  ground  that  the  judg- 
ment had  been  paid. 

The  receipt  in  this  case  was  as  follows: 

Dear  Sir: — 

We  have  your  communictition  with  en- 
closure as  stated  [which  was  the  $200  check] 
and  you  may  consider  this  a  receipt  and 
satisfaction  in  full  of  the  account  of  S.  G. 
Dreyfus  &  Co.  vs.  yourself  for  $1,621.00. 
We  will  immediately  have  judgment  satis- 
fied as  per  your  request. 
Very  truly  yours, 

Sprague's  Collecting  Agency, 
^er  Frank  M.  Utt, 
General  Attorney. 

In  1602  Lord  Coke,  speaking  for  the  court 
of  common  pleas,  said:  "Pinnel  brought  an 
action  of  debt  on  a  bond  against  Cole,  of 
£16  for  the  payment  of  £8  10«.  the  11th 
day  of  November,  1600.  The  defendant 
pleaded,  that  he,  at  the  instance  of  the 
plnintiff,  before  the  said  day,  scil.,  1  Octob. 
Anno  44,  Apud  W.  solvit  querenti  £5  2«. 
2rf.,  quae  quidcm  £5  28,  2d.,  the  plaintiff 
accepted  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  £8  10s. 
And  it  was  resolved  by  the  whole  court, 
that  the  payment  of  a  lesser  sum  on  the 
day  in  satisfaction  of  a  greater  cannot  be 
any  satisfaction  for  the  whole,  because  it 
appears  to  the  judges  that  by  no  possibility, 
a  lesser  sum  can  be  a  satisfaction  to  the 
plaintiff  for  a  greater  sum.  But  the  gift 
of  a  horse,  hawk,  or  robe,  etc.,  in  satisfac- 
tion is  good;  for  it  shall  be  intended  that 
a  horse,  hawk,  or  robe,  etc.,  might  be  more 
beneficial  to  the  plaintiff  than  the  money, 
in  respect  of  some  circumstance,  or  other- 
wise the  plaintiff  would  not  have  accepted  of 
it  in  satisfaction.  But  when  the  whole 
sum  is  due,  by  no  intendment  the  acceptance 
of  parcel  can  be  satisfjiction  to  the  plain- 
tiff. But  in  the  case  at  bar  it  was  rc- 
60  L.  H.  A. 


solved  that  the  payment  and  acceptance 
of  parcel  before  the  day  in  satisfaction  of 
the  whole,  would  be  a  good  satisfaction  in 
regard  of  circumstance  of  time;  for  perad- 
venture  parcel  of  it  before  the  day  would 
be  more  beneficial  to  him  than  the  whole 
at  the  day,  and  the  value  of  the  satisfac- 
tion is  not  material."  PinneVa  Case,  & 
Coke,  117a.  It  will  be  noted  that  the  doc- 
trine that  the  acceptance  of  a  lesser  sum 
for  the  whole  on  or  after  due  is  not  valid 
satisfaction  of  the  whole,  was  obiter  dictum 
in  this  case;  but  this  dictum  of  this  great 
lawyer  and  jurist  established  the  doctrine 
at  common  law  that  there  must  be  some 
other  consideration,  however  trivial,  than 
cash,  to  make  a  payment  of  a  lesser  sum 
binding  as  a  satisfaction  of  the  whole,  not- 
withstanding the  solemn  agreement  of  the 
parties  to  that  effect.  Sir  Frederick  Pol- 
lock thus  states  the  case:  "It  is  enough  to 
say  that  English  common  law  stands  com- 
mitted to  the  absurd  paradox  that  a  debt 
of  £100  may  be  perfectly  well  discharged 
by  the  creditor's  acceptance  of  a  peppercorn 
at  the  same  time  and  place  at  which  the- 
£100  are  payable,  or  of  10  shillings  at  an 
earlier  day  or  ai  another  place;  but  that 
nothing  less  than  a  release  under  seal  will 
make  his  acceptance  of  £99  in  money  at 
the  same  time  and  place  a  good  disdiarge, 
although  modern  decisions  have  confined 
this  absurdity  within  the  narrowest  possi- 
ble limits."  Pollock's  Principles  of  Con- 
tract, 1st  Am.  from  2d  Eng.  ed.  165.  In 
1884  the  Lord  Chancellor,  the  Earl  of  Sel- 
borne,  delivering  the  opinion  of  the  judges  in 
the  House  of  Ix>rds,  said:  *'lt  might  be. 
and,  indeed,  I  think  it  would  be,  an  im- 
provement in  our  law,  if  a  release  or  ac- 
quittance of  the  whole  debt,  on  payment  of 
any  sum  which  the  creditor  might  be  con- 
tent to  receive  by  way  of  accord  and  satis- 
faction (though  less  than  the  whole),  were 
held  to  be,  generally,  binding,  though  not 
under  seal."  Foahea  v.  Beer,  L.  R.  9  App. 
Cas.  605.  Thus  it  is  seen  that  after  three 
hundred  years'  experience  in  England,  the . 
highest  court  of  the  realm  says  the  law 
would  be  improved  by  not  following  Lord 
Coke's  dictum  in  the  Pinnel  Case,  The  Pin- 
nel  Case  came  to  the  Colonies,  and  then  the 
Union,  as  part  and  parcel  of  the  common 
law,  and  has  generally  been  adhered  to, 
though  with  growing  reluctance  and  gen- 
erally with  criticism.  In  view  of  the  ex- 
pressions of  the  courts  on  the  subject,  it 
may  be  safely  conjectured  that,  if  presented 
as  an  original  proposition  to  the  American 
judiciary,  it  would  find  little,  if  any,  sup- 
port. The  editors  of  a  current  encyclopaj- 
dia  of  the  law  say  of  the  rule  in  question: 
*'Thi«  doctrine  has  been  freely  criticized  in 
nio.^t  of  the  courts  which  have  had  occasion 
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to  consider  it."  1  Cj'c,  Law  &  Proc.  p.  321. 
Notwithstanding  these  criticisms,  except 
wlien  changed  by  statutes  the  comets  most 
generally  adhere  to  it.  Id.  p.  319,  and 
cases  in  notes;  1  Am.  &  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
413,  and  notes.  While  adhering  to  the  rule, 
the  courts  will  not  extend  it  "beyond  its 
precise  import,"  and  will  not  inquire  into 
the  adequacy  of  the  supporting  considera- 
tion. Hastings  v.  Lovejoy^  140  Mass.  261, 
54  Am.  Rep.  462,  2  N.  E.  776.  The  court 
of  appeals  of  New  York,  in  following  the 
rule,  said:  ""'This  rule  has  been  criticized 
as  unsound  and  unjust  in  cases  where  the 
lesser  sum  is  accepted  in  full  satisfaction 
of  the  greater.  [Citing  cases.]"  McKenzie 
V.  Harrison,  120  N.  Y.  260,  8  L.  R.  A.  257, 
17  Am.  St.  liep.  638,  24  N.  E.  458.  That 
same  distinguished  court  said  later:  "The 
steadfast  adhesion  to  this  doctrine  by  the 
courts,  in  spite  of  the  current  of  condemna- 
tion by  the  individual  judges  of  the  court, 
and  in  the  face  of  the  demands  and  con- 
veniences of  a  much  greater  business,  and 
more  extensive  mercantile  dealings  and 
operations,  demonstrates  the  force  of  the 
doctrinfe  of  stare  decisis.  But  the  doctrine 
of  stare  decisis  is  further  illustrated  by  the 
course  of  judicial  decisions  upon  this  sub- 
ject, for  while  the  courts  still  hold  to  the 
doctrine  of  the  Pinnel  Case,  5  Coke,  117o, 
and  Cumber  v.  Wane,  1  Strange,  426,  they 
have  seemed  to  seize  with  avidity  upon  any 
consideration  to  support  the  agreement  to 
accept  the  lesser  sum  iir  satisfaction  of  the 
larger,  or,  in  other  words,  to  extract,  if 
possible,  from  the  circumstances  of  each 
case  a  consideration  for  the  new  agreement, 
and  to  substitute  the  new  agreement  in 
T)laoe  of  the  old,  and  thus  to  form  a  defense 
to  the  action  brought  upon  the  old  aj^ree- 
ment."  Ja/frdry  v.  Davis,  124  N.  Y.  164,  11 
L.  R,  A.  710,  26  N.  E.  351.  The  court  in  the 
above  case  reviews  many  decisions  where  the 
accord  was  supported  on  various  grounds, 
and  some  are  interesting  and  amusing.  The 
payment  at  York  of  a  lesser  sum  than  was 
due  at  Westminster  is  good.  The  payment 
in  a  check  for  a  less  simi  is  good.  The  giv- 
insj  of  a  negotiable  note  for  the  lesser  sum, 
of  either  the  debtor  or  some  other  party,  is 
.ifooii.  If  the  note  or  evidence  of  the  ^ebt  be 
surrendered,  it  is  good.  If  any  security, 
however  trivial,  is  taken,  it  is  good.  In 
short,  **if  there  be  any  benefit,  or  even  any 
legal  possibility  of  benefit,  to  the  creditor, 
thrown  in,  that  additional  weight  will  turn 
the  scale,  and  render  the  consideration  suffi- 
cient to  support  the  agreement."  Jhid.  Nu- 
merous other  instances  may  be  found  where 
accepting  chattels,  goods,  lands,  or  any- 
thing else  of  less  value  than  the  debt,  if 
it  be  other  than  what  the  article  repre- 
sents,— money, — will  be  good.  See  notes  1 
09  L.  R.  A. 


Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  pp.  414-419. 
In  brief,  the  law  is,  following  those  deci- 
sions to  their  end,  that  an  executed  settle- 
ment of  great  or  small  amounts  for  lesser 
sums  is  good  when  lagnappe  is  given,  not 
on  account  of  the  payment  of  the  money 
and  the  agreement  of  the  parties,  but  be- 
cause of  the  lagnappe  being  given. 

It  was  universally  held  at  common  law 
that  a  release  under  seal,  either  with  or 
without  partial  payment,  was  a  good  ac- 
cord and  satisfaction,  and  took  the  case 
out  of  the  rule.  Jaffray  v.  Davis,  124  N. 
Y.  164,  11  L.  R.  A.  710,  26  N.  E.  351,  1  Am. 
&  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p,  415;  1  Cyc.  Law 
&  Proc.  p.  323.  The  seal  had  magic  to  im- 
port a  consideration.  Hence  a  release  to 
which  a  piece  of  sealing  wax  was  attached 
was  good,  while  the  same  release  without 
the  piece  of  wax  was  worthless.  The  dis- 
tinction between  sealed  and  unsealed  in- 
struments is  almost  universally  abolished,, 
ana  yet  the  conservatism  of  the  courts  has 
seemingly  restrained  them  from  giving  now 
the  same  effect  to  a  written  release  of  the 
whole  debt,  which  such  release  would  have 
had,  as  a  sealed  instrument.  Connecticut 
and  Vermont  have  given  that  effect  to  a 
receipt.  "The  general  principle  laid  down 
with  regard  to  receipts  in  full  has  long 
been  the  settled  law  of  this  state,  whatever 
it  may  be  elsewhere.  The  receipt  in  thi& 
case,  unless  impeached  for  fraud  or  mistake, 
was  valid,  and  discharged  the  whole  debt, 
though  given  for  a  payment  that  was  in 
itself  buit  a  part  of  the  entire  debt."  Ahom 
V.  Rathhone,  64  Conn.  444,  8  Atl.  677. 
The  rule  in  Vermont  seems  to  be  that  a 
receipt  for  a  lesser  sum  purporting  to  dis- 
charge the  whole  sum  is  prima  facie  a 
discharge  of  it,  and  is  subject  to  attack 
only  for  fraud,  mistake,  and  the  like 
grounds.  Holhrook  v.  Blodget,  5  Vt.  520; 
Stephens  v.  Thompson,  28  Vt.  77;  Ashley  v. 
Hendee,  56  Vt.  209;  Guyctte  v.  Bolton,  46 
Vt.  228.  In  Mississippi  the  corrt  has  gone 
much  farther  than  this,  and  has  completely 
cut  away  from  the  rule  in  PinneVs  Case; 
and  of  it,  in  Clayton  v.  Clark,  74  Miss.  499^ 
37  L.  R.  A.  771,  60  Am.  St.  Rep.  521,  21 
So.  565,  22  So.  189,  Chief  Justice  Woods, 
speaking  for  the  court,  said:  "The  absurd- 
ity and  unreasonableness  of  the  rule  seem 
to  be  generally  conceded,  but  there  also 
seems  to  remain  a  wavering,  shadowy  be- 
lief in  the  fact,  falsely  so  called,  that  the 
agreement  to  accept,  and  the  actual  accept- 
ance ofj  a  lesser  sum  in  the  full  satisfaction 
of  a  larger  sum  is  without  any  coiisiilera- 
tion  to  support  it;  that  is,  tliat  the  new 
agreement  confers  no  benefit  upon  the  credi- 
tor. However  it  may  have  seemed  three 
hundred  years  ago  in  England,  w^hen  trade 
and  commerce  had  not  yet  burst  their  swad- 
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dling  bands,  at  this  day  and  in  this  country, 
vvliere  almost  every  man  is  in  some  way  or 
other  engaged  in  trade  or  commerce,  it  is 
as  ridiculous  as  it  is  untrue  to  say  that  the 
payment  of  a  lesser  part  of  an  originally 
greater  debt,  cash  in  hand,  without  vexa- 
tion, cost,  and  delay,  or  the  hazards  of  liti- 
gation in  an  effort  to  collect  all,  is  not 
often,  nay,  generally,  greatly  to  the  bene- 
fit of  the  creditor.  Why  shall  not  money, 
the  thing  sought  to  be  secured  by  new  notes 
of  third  parties, — notes  whose  payment  in 
money  is  designed  to  be  secured  by  mort- 
gage, and  even  negotiable  notes  of  the  debtor 
Iiimself —  why  shall  not  the  actual  pay- 
ment of  money,  cash  in  liand,  be  held  to  be 
as  good  consideration  for  a  new  agreement — 
as  beneficial  to  the  creditor — as  any  mere 
promises  to  pay  the  same  amount,  by  whom- 
soever made  and  howsoever  secured?  And 
why  may  not  men  make  and  substitute  a 
new  contract  and  agreement  for  an  old  one, 
even  if  the  old  contract  calls  for  a  money 
payment?  And  why  may  one  accept  a 
horse  worth  $100  in  full  satisfaction  of  a 
promissory  note  for  $1000,  and  be  bound 
thereby,  and  yet  not  be  legally  bound  by 
his  agreement  to  accept  $999,  and  his  ac- 
tual acceptance  of  it,  in  full  satisfaction  of 
the  $1000  note?  No  reason  can  be  assigned, 
except  that  just  adverted  to,  and  this  rests 
upon  a  mistake  in  fact.  And  a  rule  of  law 
which  declares  that  under  no  circumstances, 
however  favorable  and  beneficial  to  the 
creditor,  or  however  hard  and  full  of  sac- 
rifice to  the  debtor,  can  the  payment  of  a 
less  sum  of  money  at  the  time  and  place 
^stipulated  in  the  original  obligation,  or 
afterwards,  for  a  greater  sum,  though  ac- 
cepted by  the  creditor  in  full  satisfaction  of 
the  whole  debt,  ever  amount  in  law  to  satis- 
faction of  the  original  debt,  is  absurd,  ir- 
rational, unsupported  by  reason,  and  not 
founded  in  authority,  as  has  been  declared 
by  courts  of  the  highest  respectability  and 
of  last  resort,  even  when  yielding  reluctant 
assent  to  it.  We  decline  to  adopt  or  to 
follow  it." 

The  first  appearance  of  the  rule  in  Pin- 
neVs  Case  in  Arkansas  was  in  I'ope  v.  Tun- 
sialli  2  Ark.  209.  The  court  adhered  to 
the  doctrine,  but  pointed  out  numerous  ex- 
ceptions to  it, — if  the  accord  was  at  a  differ- 
ent place;  the  payment  in  a  chattel;  pay- 
ment of  less  sum  by  a  third  person ;  mutual 
promises  entering  into  the  agreement,  etc. 
The  court  quoted  this  criticism:  *'That 
there  was  more  nicety  than  good  sense  in 
some  of  the  cases  on  this  subject;  that  ac- 
cords are  favored  in  law,  and  therefore 
ou<?ht  not  to  be  too  rigorously  expounded.*' 
In  (:ani7u,fis  v.  Rons,  33  Ark.  572,  the  rule 
<  ri;rinating  in  I'innrVs  Cof^r  was  quotofi 
irom  text  writers,  followed,  and  applied. 
4iO  L.  R.  A. 


In  Reynolds  v.  Reynolds,  55  Ark.  309,  18 
S.  W.  377,  a.  statement  of  the  rule  by  Lord 
Ellenborough  in  Fitch  v.  Sutton,  5  East, 
230,  is  qouted  and  followed.  In  Gordon  v. 
Moore,  44  Ark.  349,  51  Am.  Rep.  606,  there 
was,  while  recognizing  the  old  rule,  a 
practical  breaking  away  from  it.  Moore 
executed  a  release  in  consideration  of  $45U 
of  a  judgment  for  $2,993.20,  and  author- 
ized the  clerk  to  enter  satisfaction.  The 
release  recited,  "Witness  my  hand  and 
seal,"  but  bore  no  seal,  and  was  executed  in 
1882,  after  the  distinction  between  sealed 
and  unsealed  instrtunents  was  abolished. 
Const.  1874,  §  1.  Judge  Eakin  said:  "It 
would  be  hard  and  unreasonable  if  a  credi- 
tor pressed  for  money  might  not  say  to  an 
embarrassed  or  reluctant  debtor,  'Pay  me 
a  part,  and  I  will  release  the  balance.'  He 
is  cut  off  from  doing  that  in  many  cases 
by  the  rule  as  it  now  stands,  but  the  rule 
is  a  hard  one,  based  upon  purely  technical 
reasoning.  It  is  hedged  in  with  numerous 
exceptions."  The  result  reached  was  thus 
stated:  "We  conclude,  therefore,  that  an 
agreement  by  a  creditor  to  accept  a  smaller 
sum  in  satisfaction  of  a  debt,  carried  into 
execution  by  receipt  of  the  money,  and  the 
execution  ot  a  formal  and  positive  instru- 
ment of  release,  with  all  other  acts  es- 
sential to  an  absolute  relinquishment  of 
his  right,  is  a  valid  and  irrevocable  act." 
Thus  it  is  seen  Gordon  v.  Moore  recognized 
and  sustained  a  written  release  not  under 
seal,  and  practically  placed  this  court  in 
line  mth  Connecticut  and  Vermont,  which 
accord  such  effect  to  a  receipt  in  full.  In 
Heaslet  v.  Spratlin,  54  Ark.  185,  16  S.  W. 
461,  a  parol  release  sustained  alone  by  thp 
evidence  of  the  party  claiming  it  was  held 
not  to  be  an  accord  and  satisfaction;  the 
court  merely  referring  to  Gordon  v.  Moore. 
The  question  then  becomes  important  to  de- 
termine what  constitutes  a  release.  Mr. 
Beach  says:  '*The  proper  words  of  a  release 
are  remise,  release,  quitclaim,  and  acquit. 
Any  expressions,  however,  wiiioh  denote  the 
intention  of  the  one  party  to  discharge  the 
other  are  sufficient."  1  Beach,  Modern  Law 
of  Contracts,  §  460.  The  receipt  in  full  of 
a  given  sum  in  full  satisfaction  of  a  larger 
one  certainly  conveys  the  intention  to  dis- 
charge the  party  of  the  debt  thus  expressly 
stated  to  be  discharged,  as  "remise,  release, 
quitclaim,  and  aquit."  The  relea.se  in  Gor- 
don V.  Moore  did  not  use  these  technical 
terms,  but  **release  said  Childress  from  any 
and  all  liability."  on  the  judgment,  and  au- 
thorized its  satisfaction.  Mr.  Daniels  says: 
"A  reloiise  is  technically  an  instrument  under 
seal,  the  seal  importing  a  consideration. 
But  the  release  of  a  party  to  a  bill  or  note 
by  any  ajrre4»nirnt.  upon  a  valuable  consider- 
ation, is  as  effectual  as  if  made  under  seal." 
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2  Dan.  Neg.  Inst.  §1290.  The  consideration 
lictitiously  imported  to  the  release  by  the 
wax  affixed  to  the  name  no  longer  exists,  but 
this  court  enforced  a  release  without  it, 
thereby  recognizing  that  a  written  release 
was  valid  without  the  seal.  When  a  receipt 
and  a  r^lea«e  in  this  respect  amount  to  ex- 
actly the  same  thing,  evidencing  a  discharge 
of  one  party  of  the  other,  it  is  useless  to  pre- 
serve a  distinction  without  a  difference. 
Business  and  commercial  affairs  adjust 
themselves  along  practical,  and  not  technical, 
lines.  The  court  might  well  pltice  its  deci- 
sion under  the  facts  in  this  case  on  some  of 
the  numerous  exceptions  to  the  doctrine  oi 
the  Pinnel  Case,  but  it  prefers  to  call  a  halt 
in  refining  away  a  rule  ''which  has  been 
more  honored  in  the  breach  than  the  observ- 
ance." It  is  therefore  held  that  when  an 
agreement  is  fully  executed  to  discharge  a 
debt  by  the  payment  of  a  smaller  sum,  and 
such  discharge  is  evidenced  as  it  usually 
is,  in  practical  business  affairs,  by  a  written 
recipt  for  the  lesser  sum  in  full  satisfaction 
of  the  greater  sum,  it  is"a  valid  and  irrevoc- 
able act."  • 

This  case  does  not  present  the  question 
whether  a  parol  release  fully  proved  by 
clear  and  satisfactory  evidence,  carried  into 
excccution  by  receiving  the  payment,  would 
be  valid,  and  a  discussion  of  it  would  be 
merely  multiplying  obiter  dictum. 

The  judgment  is  affirmed. 

Battle  and  MoCullooh,  JJ.,  dissent 


W.  R.  CANNON,  Appt, 

V. 

G.  R.  MATHKWS. 


<. 


.Ark. 


.) 


R^pl^vln  lies  for  frrowliiflr  ■travrberry 
plants,  nlthouKh  thoy  are  attached  to  the 
soil,  since  they  are  fruItR  of  industry,  and 
must  be  treated  as  chattels. 

(May  6,  1005.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Crawford  County 
in  favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  possession  of  certain  strawberry 
plants.     Itvvcrscd. 

The  fact-*  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mrsisrs.  Samuel  R.  Chew,  Henry  !«• 
^itz]i1le]^  and  J.  Wytli  Walker,  for  ap- 
pellant: 

Growing  crops  are  rogardod  as  personalty 


NOTB. — As  to  olaHsllicatlon  of  Ri-owlnj?  fruit 
.19  real  or  personal  property,  see  also,  in  this 
series.  Sparrow  v.  Pond,  IG  L.  R.  A.  103,  and 
note. 

For  crops  as  personal  property  for  the  pur- 
nose  of   levy   and  sale,   see  Policy   v.  Johnson, 
•r^  L.  n.  A.  258,  and  note. 
09  L.  R.  A. 


for  the  purpose  of  seizure  and  sale  upon  at- 
tachment or  execution,  and  may  be  encum- 
bered by  chattel  mortgage.  The  crops  may 
be  orally  sold  separate  and  apart  from  the 
land,  and  the  purchaser  of  said  crops  may 
maintain  replevin  therefor. 

8  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  303, 
note  5 ;  Cobbey,  Replevin,  §  73 ;  Matlock  v. 
Fry,  15  Ind.  483;  Frank  v.  Harrington,  30 
Barb.  415;  Miller  v.  Baker,  1  Met.  27; 
Hcndrickson  v.  Ivins,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  502;  Ba- 
ker V.  Jordan,  3  Ohio  St.  438 ;  Baokenstoss 
V.  Stahler,  33  Pa.  261,  75  Am.  Dec.  592;  3 
Parsons,  Contr.  9th  ed.  p.  31;  Dunne  v. 
Ferguson.  Hayes.  Exch.  540;  1  Warvelle, 
Vendors,  9§  163-165;  Hensley  v.  Brodie,  16 
Ark.  511. 

MoCnllooli,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  question  involved  in  this  appeal  is 
whether  growing  strawberry  plants,  at- 
tached to  the  soil,  can  be  the  subject  of  re- 
plevin. Appellant,  who  was  plaintiff  below, 
sued  in  replevin  for  the  strawberry  plants 
growing  on  the  land  of  appellee;  claiming 
the  plants  under  an  alleged  parol  contract 
for  the  purchase  of  same.  Defendant  an- 
swered, denying  that  he  had  agreed  to  sell 
the  plants  in  controversy  to  appellant.  At 
the  trial  below  there  was  testimony  tending 
to  show  that  appellee  had  verbally  agreed 
to  sell  to  appellant  all  the  strawberry  plants 
on  a  certain  tract  of  land,  and  that  after  ap- 
pellant had  removed  a  part  of  them  a  con- 
troversy arose  between  them  as  to  the  num- 
ber of  plants  appellee  had  agreed  to  sell, 
and  this  suit  was  brought  in  consequence  of 
the  disagreement.  The  court  held  that  the 
suit  could  not  be  maintained,  and  directed 
the  jury  to  return  a  verdict  in  favor  of  the 
defendant,  which  was  done. 

Replevin  is  strictly  a  possessory  action  for 
the  recovery  of  personal  property,  and,  in  or- 
der to  recover,  the  plaintiff  must  be  the  legal 
owner  and  entitled  to  the  possession  at  the 
time  of  the  commencement  of  the  action. 
Cobbey,  Replevin.  H  27.  73.  So  the  right 
of  recovery  in  this  case  must  turn  upon  the 
question  wliether  the  strawberry  plants  sued 
for  are  to  be  treated  as  chattels,  or  part  of 
the  land  upon  which  they  were  growing. 
Many  distinctions  abound  in  the  books  as  to 
the  rules  in  determining  the  character  of 
property  in  fruits  of  the  soil,  attached  there- 
to,— whether  they  are  to  be  considered  chat- 
tel interests  or  as  a  part  of  the  realty, — the 
distinction  most  frequently  referred  to  being 
that  between  such  as  are  natural  products 
of  the  soil,  fntctus  naturales,  and  fructus  in- 
dvslrialrs.  though  this  distinction  is  reject- 
ed by  many  courts,  and  others  adopted.  The 
pioneer     English     decision    on   the    subject 
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seems  to  have  been  one  by  Chief  Justice  Tre- 
by,  at  nisi  prius,  reported  by  Lord  Ray- 
mond in  Little  wood  v.  Hmith,  1  Ld.  Raym. 
182,  in  which  it  was  said  that  timber  grow- 
ing upon  land  might  be  sold  by  parol,  "be- 
cause it  is  but  a  bare  chattel;"  the  court 
rejecting  all  distinction  between  natural  and 
industrial  products.  This  statement  is  by 
Mr.  Baron  llullock,  in  Scorell  v.  Boxall,  1 
Younge  &  J.  396,  pronounced  to  be  mere 
dictum;  but  the  doctrine  is  later  fully  ap- 
proved by  English  judges.  In  the  case  of 
Marshall  v.  Greett,  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  Div.  35, 
the  distinction  between  fructus  naturales 
and  fructus  indnstrialeSi  as  a  test  of  the  ap- 
plication of  the  statute  of  frauds,  was  re- 
jected, and  the  rule  announced  by  Treby,  Ch. 
J.,  fully  approved.  In  Browne  on  Statute  of 
Frauds,  §  2546,  the  author,  in  discussing 
the  above-cited  case  and  the  tests  therein  re- 
ferred to,  says :  "Those  tests  had,  it  is  true, 
the  sanction  of  previous  decisions,  but  nei- 
ther of  them  had  proved  satisfactory  or  been 
uniformly  followed.  The  doctrine  which 
laid  down  one  rule  for  the  sale  of  fructus 
naturales f  and  another  for  the  sale  of  fruc- 
tus industrialeSy  is  objectionable,  beciuise 
founded  narrowly  upon  consideration  of  the 
ownership  of  the  crop,  not  at  all  upon  con- 
sideration of  the  condition  of  the  sale."  The 
same  learned  author  says  (§  267o)  :  "Where 
such  an  agreement  [for  sale  of  growing 
products  of  the  soil]  makes  part  of  the 
transaction,  it  seems  clear  that  an  interest 
in  land  is  contracted  for  and  agreed  to  be 
given.  But  where,  as  in  Marshall  v.  Green, 
there  is  no  agreement  that  the  goods  shall 
remain  on  the  vendor's  land, — the  vendee's 
right  to  come  in  and  take  away  what  he  has 
bought  not  depending  upon  any  contract  or 
agreement,  but  being  a  mere  incident  of  his 
purchase,  arising  by  implication  of  law,  and 
not  s\ibject  to  revocation  by  the  owner  of 
the  land, — the  contract  is  for  the  sale,  not 
of  land,  but  of  goods,  and  this  independent- 
ly of  the  nature  of  the  growth  sold."  Prof. 
Greenleaf  says:  "Though  all  that  grows  on 
the  soil,  whether  spontaneously  or  by  cul- 
ture, ordinarily  passes  with  the  land,  yet 
trees,  grass,  crops,  and  other  things  fixed  to 
the  soil,  and  so  part  of  the  realty,  may  be 
the  subject  of  a  separate  sale,  in  the  pros- 
pect of  soveranco,  and  in  that  case  will  be 
regarded  as  personal  chattels,  if  so  treated 
by  the  parties.  The  cases  on  this  much- 
vexed  subject  are  extremely  contradictory, 
but  the  principle  now  most  generally  recog- 
nized seems  to  be  this:  That,  in  contracts 
for  the  sale  of  things  annexed  to  and  grow- 
ing upon  the  freehold,  if  the  vendee  is  to 
have  a  right  to  the  soil  for  a  time  for  the 
])nrpose  of  farther  growth  and  profit  of  that 
which  is  the  suhioct  of  sale,  it  is  nn  inter- 
est in  land,  within  the  meaning  of  the  4th 
09  L.  R,  A. 


section  of  the  statute  of  frauds,  and  mast  be 
proved  by  writing;  but  where  the  thing  i& 
sold  in  prospect  of  separation  from  the  soil 
immediately,  or  within  reasonable  and  con- 
venient time,  without  any  stipulation  for 
the  beneficial  use  of  the  soil,  but  with  a 
mere  license  to  enter  and  take  it  ^way,  it 
is  to  be  regarded  as  substantially  a  sale  of 
goods,  only,  and  so  not  within  that  section 
of  the  statute.  .  .  .  The  question  thu* 
turning  upon  the  intention  of  the  partie^^ 
and  the  nature  of  the  contract,  it  would 
seem  to  be  "of  no  importance  whether  the 
thing  sold  is  to  be  severed  from  the  soil  by 
the  vendor  or  the  vendee,  whether  it  is  to  be 
paid  for  by  particular  admeasurement  or  in 
the  gross,  or  whether  the  subject  of  sale  con- 
sists of  trees  and  other  spontaneous  pro- 
ducts, or  of  fructus  industriales."  1  Green- 
leafs  Cruise,  Real  Prop.  p.  55,  note  1.  The 
doctrine  announced  has  been  declared  by 
many  of  the  courts  of  this  country.  Cutler 
V.  Pope,  13  Me.  377;  Cain  v.  McGwre,  13 
B.  Mon.  340;  Smith  v.  Bryan,  5  Md.  151, 
59  Am.  Dec.  104 :  Bostwick  v.  Leach,  3  Day. 
476;  McClintock's  Appeal,  71  Pa.  363: 
Sterling  v.  Baldtrin,  42  Vt.  306.  Courts  of 
other  states  adhere  to  the  distinction  lie- 
tween  natural  products  and  fruits  of  indus- 
try, and  hold  that  an  oral  sale  of  the  latttT 
is  held  sufficient,  but  of  the  former  insuf- 
ficient, to  pass  title  before  severance.  Vti- 
licevich  v.  Skinner,  77  Cal.  239,  19  Pac.  424: 
Armstrong  v.  Laurson,  73  Ind,  498;  Smock 
V.  Smock,  37  Mo.  App.  56;  Hirth  ▼.  Gm- 
hum,  50  Ohio  St.  57,  19  L.  R.  A.  721,  40  Am. 
St.  Rep.  641,  33  N.  E.  90;  Slocum  v.  Sey- 
mour, 36  N.  J.  L.  138,  13  Am.  Rep.  432; 
Carson  v.  Browder,  2  Lea,  701;  Howe  v. 
Batcheldcr,  49  N.  H.  204 ;  2  Schouler,  Per^. 
Prop.  §452:  1  Warvelle,  Vendors,  §10:?. 
This  court  held,  in  Kendall  v.  J.  I.  Porter 
Lumber  Co.  69  Ark.  442,  64  S.  W.  220,  that 
a  deed  conveying  growing  trees,  and  author- 
izing the  grantee  to  remove  them  from  the 
soil  within  a  definite  time,  was  a  conveyance 
of  an  interest  in  the  soil,  within  the  purview 
of  the  registration  laws. 

Without  undertaking  to  discriminate  be- 
tween the  line  of  authorities  herein  cited, 
we  hold  that  the  property  sued  for  in  this 
case  falls  clearly  within  the  classification  of 
fruits  of  industry,  and  not  natural  products. 
According  to  either  of  the  lines  of  authori- 
ties cited,  it  must  be  treated  as  personal 
property,  and  the  subject  of  replevin.  Cob- 
bey,  Replevin,  §  73:  Shinn,  Replevin,  §§  226. 
227;  Wells,  Replevin,  §§74,  75;  Matlock 
v.  Fry,  15  Ind.  483;  Garth  v.  Caldwell,  72 
Mo.  622. 

The  court  erred  in  directing  a  verdict  for 
defendant. 

Reversed  and  remanded  for  a  new  trial 
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WISCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 


L  A.  felCHARDSON  et  al.,  Trustees  of  La 
Crosse  County  Insane  Asylum,  Respts., 

V. 

Frank  STUESSER,  Appt. 


(. 


.Wis., 


.) 


-•1.  The  Incorporation  of  |S  IROO  to  1506, 
both  Inclnslve,  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  Into  § 
Il04e  thereof,  so  a«  to  he  applicable 
to  tlK*^  inMnne,  alFects  all  such,  the  support 
of  whom  is  not  properly  a  public  charge,  and 
provides  procedure  to  be  followed  io  compel- 
ling those  privately  liable  for  such  support 
to  do  so. 

2.  In  harmony'  with  |  1502,  Rev.  Stat. 
180S,  OM  to  the  poor,  the  trustees  of  a 
county^  asy^lnm  for  the  Insane  should 
proceed  hy  petition  to  the  county  Judge 
to  establish  the  liability  of  anyone  for  the 
support  of  an  insane  person  at  such  asylum, 
who  refuses  to  perform  his  duty  In  that  re- 
gard, and  the  amount  which  he  should  pay, 
and  the  time  of  payment  determined,  in  har- 
mony with  i  1504  ;  and  they  may  cause  the 
order  of  the  county  Judge  in  that  regard  to  be 
enforced  by  contempt  proceedings,  or  by  ac* 
tlon. 

3.  An  action  to  enforce  such  an  order 
must  be  commenced  in  the  name  of 
the  county  in  some  court  having  Jurisdic- 
tion of  such  civil  actions.  The  county  court 
does  not  possess  such  Jurisdiction  in  the 
absence  of  special  authorization. 

4.  The  common-lai(T  liability  of  a  hus- 
band to  support  his  ivlfe  does  not  ex- 
tend to  supporting  her  outside  the  matii- 
monial  home,  reasonably  chosen  by  him,  un 
less  he  refuses  to  do  so  there,  or  she  resides 
away  therefrom  by  his  consent. 

■6.  Such  comuton-laiv  liability  cannot 
be  extended  by  implication  from  the  writ- 
ten law  as  to  the  support  of  other  persons. 
It  can  only  be  extended  by  a  statute  plainly 
80  Intended. 

m.  Where  a  ^vife,  as  a  charity  to  her 
and  protection  to  others,  Is  by  due  proc- 
ess of  Inw  taken  from  the  matrimonial  home 
and  confined  in  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  and 
the  husband  submits,  or  even  takes  the  in- 
Itlatory  proceedings  to  secure  for  her  the 
benefit  of  the  public  charity,  there  is  no  ele- 
ment of  refusal  by  him  to  support  her  at  the 
matrimonial  home,  or  consent  by  him  to  her 
absence  therefrom,  within  the  common-law 
rule  rendering  him  liable  for  her  support  out- 
side of  such  home. 

'7.  There  belnfi:  no  express  statute  in 
this  state  extending  the  common-  latv 
liability     of    the    husband    to    support   his 

^Headnotes  by  Marshall,  J. 


wife  in  a  case  where  she  has  been  removed 
from  his  home  by  due  process  of  law,  and 
maintained  at  an  asylum  for  the  Insane, 
he  is  not  liable  in  such  circumstances. 

(May  2,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  La  Crosse 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiffs  in  an  action 
brought  to  require  defendant  to  pay  for  the 
care  of  his  wife  in  the  La  Crosse  County 
Insane  Asylum.     Reversed. 

Statement  by  Marshall,  J.: 

Appellant's  wife  in  due  form  of  law  was 
committed  to  the  La  Crosse  County  Asylum 
for  the  Chronic  Insane.  Upon  the'  ground 
that  he  was  of  sufficient  ability  to  maintain 
her  at  such  aaylum,  but  refused  to  do  so,  the 
trustees  thereof  petitioned  the  county  court 
of  such  county  for  an  order  requiring  him 
to  pay  $3  per  week  therefor  from  and  after 
September  1,  1903,  so  long  as  she  remained 
therein.  Such  proceedings  were  duly  had  as 
to  such  petition  that  appellant  was  required 
to  plead  thereto,  which  he  did  by  demurring 
to  the  jurisdiction  of  the  county  court  over 
the  subject-matter  and  to  the  sufficiency  of 
facts  stated  to  show  liability,  and  by  put- 
ting in  issue  the  facts  alleged  as  to  his 
ability  to  comply  with  the  demand  of  the 
petitioners.  The  demurrer  was  overruled, 
and  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  granted. 
Appellant  appealed  to  the  circuit  court  for 
La  Crosse  county.  A  trial  was  had  in  such 
court,  resulting  in  findings  that  defendant's 
wife  had  been,  since  December  10,  1901,  an 
inmate  of  the  asylum  as  stated  in  the  peti- 
tion, she  having  been  in  due  form  of  law 
committed  thereto;  that  he  had  complied 
with  the  demands  of  the  trustees  of  the 
asylum  as  to  furnishing  clothing  for  her, 
but  refused  to  contribute  anything  for  her 
board  and  care;  that  she  was  not  a  pauper 
nor  a  public  charge;  that  he  was  possessed 
of  property,  and  was  otherwise  of  sufficient 
ability  to  pay  reasonably  for  her  mainte- 
nance at  such  asylum,  and  was  legally  bound 
to  do  so;  and  that  the  sum  of  $2  per  week 
was  reasonable  therefor.  Judgment  was 
thereupon  rendered  requiring  defendant  to 
pay  the  trustees  of  such  asylum  $2  per  week 
from  December  22,  1903,  so  long  as  his  wife 


Note. — As  to  validity  of  statute  authorizing 
-suit  agrainst  certain  relatives  of  insane  person 
for  support  by  county,  see,  in  this  series,  Bald- 
win V.  Donplas,  20  L.  R.  A.  850. 

As  to  statute  chargiDg  estate  of  insane  per- 
sons who  have  no  heirs  with  expenses  Incurred 
l)y  county  for  their  support  and  treatment. 
Nee  Bon  Ilomme  County  v.  Berndt,  50  L.  It.  A. 
351. 
■C.9  L.  R.  A. 


As  to  liability  of  estate  to  reimburse  county 
for  support  of  person  as  pauper,  see  McNairy 
County  V.  McCoIn,  41  L.  R.  A.  802. 

As  to  liability  to  pay  for  support  of  relative 
generally,  see  Albany  v.  McNamara,  6  L.  R.  A. 
212;  Rowell  v.  Vershire,  8  L.  R.  A.  708; 
McCook  County  v.  Kammoss,  31  L.  R.  A.  461 ; 
People  use  of  Peoria  County  v.  Hill,  36  L.  B. 
A.  G34. 
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should  remain  an  inmate  thereof,  and 
awarding  to  them  costs  to  the  amount  of 
$32.84.    This  appeal  was  taken  therefrom. 

Messrs.  Paul  W.  Malioney  and  Morris 
ft  Hartwell,  for  appellant: 

Section  1502  of  the  Revised  Statutes 
specifically  mentions  who  are  liable  for  the 
care  of  the  poor,  and  in  the  order  in  which 
they  are  liable;  but,  among  the  different 
persons  mentioned,  we  do  not  find  the  name 
of  the  husband  or  wife.  Expressio  unitw  est 
exclusio  alterius. 

Broom,  Legal  Maxims,  607 ;  Pearson  v. 
Lord,  6  Mass.  84:  Lesure  v.  Norris,  11  Cush. 
328;  Com.  v.  Berkshire  L.  Ins.  Co.  98  Mass. 
29;  Erie  v.  Erie  Canal  Co.  59  Pa.  178;  Pul- 
Ian  V.  Cincinnati  d  C.  Air-Line  R.  Co.  4 
Biss.  35,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  11,461. 

A  husband  is  not  a  relative  of  his  wife  as 
contemplated  here. 

Brookfitld  V.  Allen,  6  Allen,  585. 

The  law  of  this  state,  §  604d,  provides 
that  the  state  of  Wisconsin  will  pay  to 
every  county  taking  care  of  its  own  chronic 
insane  $1.50  per  week  for  each  patient  so 
confined.  The  evidence  shows  that  the  coun- 
ty of  La  Crosse  received  every  year  from 
the  state  of  Wisconsin  $1.50  per  week  for 
the  care  of  Mrs.  Stuesser.  For  ten  years 
prior  to  the  commencement  of  this  proceed- 
ing, the  La  Crosse  County  Insane  Asylum 
made  a  net  profit  to  the  county  of  Iia 
Crosse. 

The  county  of  La  Crosse,  as  a  political 
organization,  has  not  paid  one  cent  towards 
the  support  of  Mrs.  Stuesser.  The  evidence 
shows  that  she'  was  and  is  a  source  of 
profit,  rather  than  a  burden. 

Under  the  common  law,  a  husband  is 
liable  for  the  support  of  his  wife  while  a 
member  of  his  family,  or  when  she  is  absent 
from  him  through  his  fault.  But  in  no  case 
is  a  husband  liable  for  the  support  of  his 
wife  when  she  is  absent  from  him  without 
his  consent  or  without  his  fault. 

Sturtevant  v.  Starin,  19  Wis.  268;  Brown 
V.  Worden,  39  Wis.  432. 

A  husband  is  not  liable  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  while  confined  in  an  insane 
asylum,  because  she  is  placed  there  for  the 
protection  of  the  public. 

Baldicin  v.  Douglas  County,  37  Neb.  283, 
20  L.  R.  A.  850,  55  N.  W.  875;  Richard- 
son County  V.  Frederick,  24  Neb.  596,  39 
N.  W.  621;  Richardson  County  v.  Smith, 
25  Neb.  767,  41  N.  W.  774;  Farmington  v. 
Jones,  36  N.  H.  271. 

Mr.  Otto  Bosshard,  for  respondents: 

The  statutes  of  Wisconsin  confer  upon 
asylum  trustees  and  county  authorities  the 
power  and  right  to  compel  relief  and  sup- 
port of  persons  confined  in  the  insane 
hospitals  and  county  asylums  of  this  state, 
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and  prescribe  the  procedure  to  be  followed. 

Wis.  Stat.  1898,  §  §  600,  604e,  604g;  Lawv 
1901,  chap.  63. 

The  husband  of  an  in«ane  wife  confined  in 
a  county  asylum  is  legally  liable  for  her 
support  and  maintenance  to  the  county 
while  so  confined,  and  the  remedies  and  pn»- 
cedure  provided  for  in  §§  1500-1505,  in- 
clusive, will  lie  against  him. 

titurbridge  v.  Franklin,  160  Mass.  149,  3.'. 
N.  E.  069:  Hanover  v.  Turner,  14  Mass,  227. 
7  Am.  Dec.  203;  New  Bedford  v.  Chace,  5 
Gray,  28;  Charlestown  v.  Groveland,  l."i 
Gray,  15;  Goodale  v.  Lawrence,  88  N.  ^ . 
513,  42  Am.  Rep.  259;  Brookfield  v.  Allen. 
6  Allen,  585;  Bangor  v.  Wiscasset,  71  Me. 
535 ;  Davis  v.  St.  VinoenVs  Inst,  for  Insane. 
9  C.  C.  A.  501,  15  U.  S.  App.  432,  61  Fed. 
277;  Oneida  County  v.  Bartholomew,  SI 
Hun,  80,  31  N.  Y.  Supp.  106;  Wooduxird  v. 
Worcester,  15  Gray,  19,  note. 

Financial  ability,  and  not  the  payment  of 
taxes,  should  be  the  test  of  the  busband'> 
liability. 

Orono  V.  Peavey,  66  Me.  60;  Bangor  v. 
Wiscasset,  71  Me.  539. 

Marsliall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Several  provisions  of  the  statutes  seem  to 
have  been  called  to  the  attention  of  the  triil 
court  to  sustain  the  proceeding,  which  an* 
relied  on  now  to  support  the  judgment. 
Each  of  them  will  be  briefly  referred  to. 

Considerable  significance  is  claimed  for  S 
QOAq,  Rev.  Stat.  1898.  That  makes  the  prop- 
erty of  an  insane  person,  who  is  kept  in  any 
state  or  county  hospital,  or  by  any  county 
otherwise,  at  its  expense,  liable  for  his  sup- 
port, and  provides  a  remedy  for  the  enforce- 
ment of  such  liability.  It  throws  no  light 
on  the  right  of  the  controversy  here,  sine? 
such  controversy  does  not  involve  any  claim 
of  liability  for  the  support  of  appellantVi 
wife  out  of  her  property. 

Section  600,  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  is  referred 
to  as  having  some  significance.  It  author- 
ises a  district  attorney,  under  the  direction 
of  his  county  board,  in  the  name  of  hi^ 
county,  to  "sue  for  and  collect  from  the 
])roperty  of  any  patient  maintained  at"  a 
state  hospital  for  the  insane  at  the  cost  of 
the  county,  or  from  any  person  legally 
bound  to  support  such  patient,  the  amount 
charged  by  the  state  to  such  county  there- 
for. Plainly  this  matter  is  not  within  tha: 
field.  No  liability  of  the  county  is  claira*^ 
to  have  been  created  by  reason  of  the  sup- 
port of  appellant's  wife  at  such  hospital: 
neit'ier  was  this  proceeding  brought  by  the 
district  attorney,  nor  was  it  an  action  with- 
in the  meaning  of  the  statute,  nor  was  it-* 
commencement  directed  by  the  county  board. 
The  county  judge,  in  the  absence  of  speci.il 
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authorization,  has  no  jurisdiction  of  an  ac- 
tion under  such  section,  or  the  circuit  court 
capacity  to  take  jurisdiction  by  appeal  from 
the  county  judo's  order,  except  to  dismiss 
the  proceeding.  Klaise  v.  State,  27  Wis. 
462;  Butler  v.  Wagner,  35  Wis.  54;  Miller 
V.  Craxcford  County,  106  Wis.  210,  82  N. 
W.  175;  Stoltman  v.  Lake  (Wis.)  102  N. 
W.  920;  Birdsall  v.  Keicautiee  County 
(Wis.)    103  N.  W.  1. 

Next  we  are  referred  to  §  604e,  Rev.  Stat. 
1898,  negativing  any  liability  of  the  state  to 
any  county  by  reason  of  the  support  by  such 
county  of  any  person  at  its  county  asylum 
for  the  insane,  who  is  not  a  public  charge, 
and  making  the  "provisions  of  §§  1500  and 
1605,  both  inclusive,"  applicable  to  the  sup- 
port of  insane  persons.  Turning  to  such 
sections,  we  find  they  refer  to  the  relief  and 
support  of  the  poor.  I'hey  declare  that  the 
father,  mother,  and  children,  being  of  suf- 
ficient ability  to  care  for  any  poor  person 
"who  is  unable  to  support  himself,  shall  be 
liable  for  such  support,"  and  provide  the 
method  of  procedure  to  enforce  such  liabil- 
ity; the  moving  parties  being  the  town 
supervisors,  the  jurisdiction  invocable  that 
of  the  county  court,  and  the  manner  thereof 
being  by  petition  as  in  this  case.  It  is 
argued  that  the  effect  of  incorporating  such 
section  into  the  one  relating  to  the  insane 
is  to  provide  a  remedy  only  for  enforcing 
liabilities  for  the  support  by  relatives  of  in- 
sane poor  persons  at  county  asylums  and 
those  of  the  particular  class  mentioned.  It 
seems  that  would  be  too  narrow  a  construc- 
tion of  the  incorporating  lajiguage.  The 
express  prohibition  in  §  6040  of  any  credit 
from  the  state  in  favor  of  a  couniy  for  the 
support  of  an  insane  person  at  a  county 
asylum,  the  support  of  whom  is  not  properly 
a  public  charge,  coupled  with  writing  into 
it,  80  to  speak,  §§  1500  to  1505,  suggests 
pretty  plainly, ,  if  not  conclusively,  that  as 
to  a  person  duly  committed  to  a  county 
asylum,  of  the  class  mentioned,  the  proceed- 
ings to  enforce  the  private  liability  must  be 
under  such  sections,  so  far  as  they  are  ap- 
plicable thereto.  That  would  include  the 
jurisdiction  to  be  invoked,  the  manner  of  in- 
voking it,  as  by  petition,  and  the  procedure 
outlined  in  respect  to  the  matter. 

We  are  referred  to  chapter  245,  p.  407, 
Laws  1899,  as  authorizing  the  commence- 
ment of  proceedings  in  the  name  of  the  trus- 
tees. That  makes  the  trustees  of  a  county 
asylum  for  the  chronic  insane  ex  officio  trus- 
tees of  the  county  poor  with  power  "to  com- 
mence and  prosecute  in  the  name  of  the 
county  any  proper  action  or  actions  to  en- 
force and  collect  any  account,  claim,  or  de- 
mand that  may  arise  or  accrue  to  the  county 
in  their  administration  of  the  business  af- 
fairs of  such  asylum,"  they  to  account  to 
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the  county  board  of  supervisors  for  all 
moneys  so  received  or  collected.  The  main- 
tenance, under  the  direccion  of  the  trustees 
of  a  county  asylum  for  the  insane,  of  a  per- 
son  thereat,  who  shall  have  been  properly 
committed  thereto,  whose  support  is  not 
properly  a  public  charge,  would  create  a 
basis  for  a  liability  "in  their  administration 
of  the  business  of*  operating  the  asylum 
against  the  person  or  propertj^  liable  for 
such  support,  but  not  a  fixed  liability  con- 
stituting an  "account,  claim,  or  demand," 
within  the  meaning  of  the  statute.  That 
term  suggests  the  existence  of  a  liability 
fixed  in  amount  and  payable. 

Section  1502,  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  as  to  poor 
persons,  provides  for  a  proceeding  in  the 
name  of  the  town  supervisors  of  the  nature 
of  the  one  resorted  to  here  for  the  purpose 
of  determining  whether  the  person  pro- 
ceeded against  is  liable  to  the  municipality, 
and,  if  so,  the  amount  of  such  liability,  and 
when  payment  should  be  made.  That  hav- 
ing been  made  a  part  of  §  604e,  as  to  the 
insane,  it  would  seem  that  the  proceedings 
to  fix  the  amount  of  the  liability  of  any  per- 
son for  the  support  of  an  insane  person  xt 
a  county  asylum  should  be  commenced,  aa 
it  was  here,  in  the  name  of  the  trustees. 
The  term  "proper  action,"  as  used  in  the 
law  of  1899,  evidently  refers  to  an  ordinary 
action  under  the  Code,  which,  without  some 
special  authorization  therefor,  cannot  be 
commenced  before  a  county  judge.  Such 
term  does  not  refer  to  a  special  proceeding 
of  the  sort  resorted  to  here.  Moreover,  it 
does  not  authorize  any  proceedings  other 
than  in  the  name  the  county. 

Section  1504,  as  to  the  poor,  provides  for 
the  enforcement  of  the  county  judge's  or- 
der by  contempt  proceedings,  and  the  follow- 
ing section  provides  for  such  enforcement  by 
an  action  in  the  name  of  the  town.  In  the 
absence  of  any  other  guide,  the  fair  infer- 
ence would  be  that  the  same  method  of  en- 
forcement would  be  proper  as  to  an  order  re- 
quiring a  person  to  contribute  to  the  coun- 
ty for  the  support  of  an  insane  person,  the 
action  to  be  brought  in  the  name  of  the 
county;  but  the  law  of  1809  furnishes  a 
definite  guide,  in  that  it  provides  that  the 
action  shall  be  so  brought. 

So  the  conclusion  is  reached  that,  if  ap- 
pellant's wife,  while  she  was  at  the  county 
asylum  for  the  insane  under  a  proper  com- 
mitment thereto,  was  not  a  proper  public 
charge,  because  he  was  by  law  liable  for  her 
support,  the  proceedings  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  having  such  liability,  the  amount 
thereof,  and  the  time  for  its  satisfaction  ad- 
judicated, were  proper.  So  the  county  court 
had  jurisdiction  of  the  subject-matter  of  the 
proceedings,  and  on  that  point  there  iB  no 
infirmity  in  the  judgmenti 
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We  are  not  aware  of  any  statute  varying 
the  common-law  liability  of  a  husband  to 
support  his  wife.  Counsel  for  respondent 
does  not  suggest  any  which  expressly  does 
so,  but  argues  that  our  statutory  policy 
is  that  only  such  insane  persons  shall  be 
<sared  for  at  public  expense  in  state  or  coun- 
ty hospitals  as  have  no  property  that  can  be 
devoted  thereto,  and  no  relatives  legally 
bound  theuefor.  This  is  true,  but  does  not 
settle  the  question  here  at  issue.  No  exten- 
sion of  the  husband's  common-law  liability 
for  the  support  of  his  wife  can  be  predicated 
on  mere  legislative  policy  shown  by  the 
liability  created  by  statute,  or  expressly 
recognized  thereby  as  to  other  persons.  New 
rights  in  derogation  of  the  common  law 
must  rest  upon  unmistakable  statutory  pro- 
visions. The  common  law  is  not  subject  to 
change  by  mere  implication.  A  statute  to 
accomplish  such  a  change  "must  be  clear, 
unambiguous,  and  peremptoiy."  Sedgw. 
Stat.  &  Const.  Law,  p.  318;  Meek  v.  Pierce, 
19  Wis.  30O;  Orion  v.  Noonan,  29  Wis.  541; 
Pelican  v.  Rock  Falls,  81  Wis.  428-438,  51 
N.  W.  871,  52  N.  W.  1049.  So  we  are  led  to 
inquire  whether,  by  the  common  law,  a  hus- 
band is  liable  to  support  his  wife  under  the 
circumstances  of  this  case.  If  not,  then  § 
604 e  has  no  application  to  the  niatter  in 
hand. 

The  liability  of  a  husband  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  by  common-law  rules  only  re- 
quires him  to  do  so  in  the  matrimonial 
home,  selected  by  him, — acting  reasonably, 
— ^unless  she  is  compelled  to  seek  or  accept 
support  elsewhere  because  of  his  wilful  neg- 
lect or  refusal  to  perform  his  duty  or  her 
living  apart  from  him  by  his  consent.  Gen- 
erally speaking,  the  duty  of  the  husband  for 
the  maintenance  of  his  wife  does  not  extend 
to  the  support  of  her  while  she  is  away 
from  his  home.  Sturtevant  v.  Staririf  19 
Wis.  268;  Warner  v.  Heiden,  28  Wis.  517, 
9  Am.  Rep.  515;  Bach  v.  Parmchj,  35  Wis. 
238;  Brown  v.  Warden,  39  Wis.  432;  Mor- 
genroth  v.  Spencer,  (1905;  Wis.)  102  N. 
W.  1086. 

It  would  seem  that  when  a  wife,  by  due 
process  of  law,  as  a  charity  to  her  and  pro- 
tection to  others,  is  taken  from  the  society 
of  her  husband  without  fault  of  His,  and 
confined  in  an  asylum  for  treatment  or  safe- 
ty, or  both,  there  is  no  refusal  by  him  to 
support  her  in  his  home,  even  if  he  is  an 
actor  as  regards  setting  the  legal  machinery 
in  motion  for  the  purpose  of  affording  her 
the  benefit  of  the  public  charity  and  guard- 
ianship; nor  is  there  in  such  a  case  any  con- 
sent by  the  husband  to  the  wife's  absence 
from  his  home  within  the  meaning  of  the 
common-law  rule,  clothing  her  with  his 
credit  for  the  purpose  of  her  support.  There 
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is  no  very  great  amount  of  authority  on  this 
question.  The  following  are,  in  our  judg- 
ment, the  most  important  of  the  adjudicated 
cases  throwing  light  on  the  subject.  It  will 
be  seen  by  a  careful  examination  of  them 
that  they  are  substantially  all  one  way. 
though  not  entirely  in  harmony.  Detatcare 
County  V.  McDonald,  46  Iowa,  170;  Xobk 
County  V.  Schmoke,  51  Ind.  416;  Switzer- 
land County  V.  Eildehrand,  1  Ind.  555;  Jfar- 
shall  County  v.  Burkey,   1   Ind.   App.  565, 

27  N.  E.  1108;  Davis  v.  St.  VincenVs  Inst, 
for  Insane,  9  C.  C.  A.  501,  15  U.  S.  App. 
432,  61  Fed.  277;  Watt  v.  Smith,  89  CaL 
602,  20  Pac.  1071;  Wray  v.  Wray,  33  Ala. 
187;  Monroe  County  v.  Budlong,  51  Barb. 
493 ;  Goodale  v.  Lawrence,  88  N.  Y.  513,  42 
Am.  Rep.  259,  Overruling  Goodale  v.  Brock- 
ner,  25  Hun,  621;  Bangor  v.  Wiscasset,  71 
Me.  535;   Senft  v.  Carpenter,  18  R.  I.  545. 

28  Atl.  963 ;  Howard  v.  Whetstone  Twp,  10 
Ohio,  365;  Springfield  Twp.  v.  Demott,  13 
Ohio,  104;  Baldwin  v.  Douglas  County,  37 
Xeb.  283,  20  L.  R.  A.  860,  55  N.  W.  875. 

The  Iowa,  Nebraska,  and  Indiana  cases 
are  to  the  efifect  that  there  is  no  oommon- 
law  liability  of  the  husband  in  caaea  of  this 
kind.  In  the  New  York,  Rhode  Island,  Ala* 
bama,  and  Federal  cases  liability  was  ad- 
judged; but  in  each  instance  there  was  an 
abandonment  of  the  insane  wife,  and  the  de- 
cision was  placed  on  that  ground.  The  Cali- 
fornia decision  was  based  on  a  statutory 
liability.  We  venture  to  say  that  no  court 
which  has  considered  and  decided  the  ques- 
tion upon  its  being  the  turning  one,  as  in 
the  case  in  hand,  or  its  being  sufficiently  in- 
volved to  challenge  careful  attention  to  the 
matter,  has  held  that  there  is  any  common- 
law  liability  of  the  husband  in  circum- 
stances similar  to  those  in  this  case.  The 
basic  idea  of  the  common-law  rule  is  that, 
in  the  special  instances  where  the  wife  is 
|)erniitted  to  use  the  credit  of  her  husband 
for  her  relief  and  support,  she  is  his  agent 
ex  necessitate  legis  or  ex  necessitate  re*, 
failure  of  duty  on  his  part  being  the  cause 
of  the  need.  There  is  no  room  whatever  for 
that  idea  where  the  charity  of  the  law  inter- 
venes without  fault  on  the  part  of  the  hu»- 
l)and  for  the  care  and  protection  of  the  un- 
fortunate wife,  and  public  s&fety  supersedes 
him  as  regards  authority  and  capacity  u» 
care  for  her  in  his  home.  Our  conclusion  is 
that,  till  the  legislature  makes  some  expre-^^ 
provision  to  the  contrary,  no  recovery  can 
be  had  of  the  husband  in  a  case  of  this  sort. 
Therefore,  the  judgment  appealed  from 
must  be  reversed. 

The  judgment  appealed  from  is  rcverstd, 
and  the  cause  remanded  with  directions  to 
render  judgment  in  favor  of  the  appellant. 
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WISCONSIN  SUPREME  COURT. 


Nellie  MAGINNIS,  Appt., 

V. 

KNICKERBOCKER  ICE  COMPANY  et  al, 
Respts. 

(112  Wis.  885.) 

^1.  If  A  person  convey  •  land  to  another^ 
■tlpnlntlns  tbat  tlie  title  shall  revert 

to  him  upon  a"fn!lure  of  such  other  to  fulfil 
certain  conditions  specified,  a  breach  of  the 
condltiou  occurs,  and  such  person  makes  re- 
entry of  the  property  or  does  something 
equivalent  thereto  for  the  purpose  of  reclaim- 
ing the  same  pursuant  to  the  terms  of  the 
^rant,  in  the  absence  of  any  equity  prevent- 
ing the  legal  effect  of  such  facts  the  title  to 
such  property  will  thereby  become  revested  in 

^ileadnotes  by  M^rshall^  J. 


such   pel-son  as  absolutely  as  It  was  before 
such  conveyance  was  made. 

2.  In  tlie  clrcnniMtances  stated,  the 
vrantor,  having  reclaimed  the  prop- 
^rtyp  may  invoke  judicial  remedies  in  reHpect 
thereto,  pleading  his  title  in  general  terms  the 
same  as  If  no  disturbance  thereof  hud  oc- 
curred by  reason  of  the  grant  upon  condi- 
tion. 

3.  If  a  person  con-veys  property  to 
another,  coupled  'with  a  condition 
the  breach  of  >Thlch  i^ill,  if  taken  ad- 
vantage of,  cause  the  title  to  revert  to  him, 
the  condition  being  to  secure  the  payment  of 
money,  or  the  performance  of  an  obllgptlon 
the  breach  of  which  can  be  fairly  measured 
In  money  by  some  established  rule,  the  par- 
ticular thing  to  be  done,  or  the  particular 
time  of  the  doing  thereof,  not  being  made  es- 
sential and  of  the  very  essence  of  the  con- 
tract,  under  some  circumstances  a  court  of 


Note — Eguiiahlh 


relief    againei 
estate. 


forfeiture  of 


I.  General  rttles,  833. 
II.  Oontliiions  precedent,  839. 

III.  Forfeiture  will  be  relieved  when  compen- 

sation can  he  made. 

a.  In  general,  889. 

b.  Forfeiture    to    secure    payment    of 

monep. 

1.  General  rule,  83U. 

2.  Grant  or  devise  on  condition  of 

support f  841. 
8.  Grant  or  tierise  on  condition  of 
payment  of  money,  842. 

4.  yoiipai/mcnt  of  rent,  844 

5.  nonrenewal  of  lease,  846. 

6.  Nonpapment  of  taxes,  848. 

7.  Failure     tc     remote     encum- 

brance, ^49. 

IV.  Fraud,  accident,  mistake,  849. 
V.  Effect  of  conduct  of  obUgee,  851. 

VI.  Collateral  covenants. 
a.  In  general,  853. 

h.  Failure  to  improve  or  repair,  854. 
r.  Failure  to  insure,  856. 

d.  Other  covenants,  S56. 

e.  Copyholds,  85$. 

f.  llining  leasts,  858. 

VII.  Conditions  againbt  marriage,  858. 
Mil.    \ftct   forfeiture  neclared,  SQ5. 
IX.  Statutory  forfeiture,  8G0. 
X.  Statutory  jurisdiction,  866. 

I.  General  rules. 

Maginnis  v.  Knickkrbocker  Icb  Co.  and 
GoRDOX  Y.  RiciiARDsox  both  constitute  valuable 
contributions  to  the  law  upon  this  difficult  and 
unsettled  subject,  in  pointing  out  the  fact  that 
no  relief  can  be  granted  from  a  forfeiture  of  an 
estate  for  failure  to  perform  a  condition  unless 
there  is  some  rule  by  which  the  damages  for 
the  failure  can  be  accurately  measured  in 
money ;  and  the  former  in  emphasizing  the  ad- 
ditional principle  that  the  default  must  not  be 
wilful   or  inexcusable. 

The  courts  have  struggled  with  the  ques- 
tion for  a  long  series  of  years,  and  have  ap- 
parently laid  down  some  general  principles  to 
be  administered  in  awarding  or  withholding  re- 


lief;  but  upon  close  inspection,  it  may  be  doubt- 
ful if  many  principles  are  applicable  to  condi- 
tions other  than  those  to  wuich  they  were  ap- 
plied. It  has  been  stated  that  the  matter  de- 
pends largely  upon  the  discretion  of  the  chan- 
cellor, and  that  seems  to  be  the  rule  which  has 
the  most  general  application. 

Although  refusal  to  permit  the  enforcement 
of  a  forfeiture  occurs  sometimes  upod  equitable 
principles  In  actions  at  law,  and  the  principles 
which  induce  courts  of  equity  to  afford  their 
assistance  to  prevent  the  forfeiture  of  an  es- 
tate are  frequently  applied  In  actions  for  the 
specific  performance  of  a  contract  to  relieve 
plaintiff  from  the  consequences  of  his  failure  to 
comply  fully  with  all  its  conditions,  the  dis- 
cussions in  those  cases  lead  outside  the  scope 
of  this  note,  and  they  will  be  omitted  herefrom, 
except  in  a  few  instances  where  the  discussion 
is  especially  valuable.  Moreover,  the  rule  which 
permits  relief  in  case  the  condition  is  to  se- 
cure prompt  payment  of  money  Is  applied  fre- 
quently to  control  mortgage  foreclosures.  But 
since,  in  such  cases,  the  rule  is  applied  as 
well  to  vest  an  estate  as  to  prevent  Its  for- 
feiture, and  the  matter  of  mortgage  foreclo- 
sures is  a  matter  by  itself,  the  rules  of  which 
are  fairly  well  known,  the  cases  dealing  with 
that   matter  are  not   included   here. 

When  the  attempt  is  made  to  lay  down  rules 
which  shall  be  of  general  application,  great 
difficulty  Is  encountered.  Many  Judges  have 
tried  it  only  to  learn  that  a  slight  change  of 
circumstances  rendered  the  supposed  general 
rule  wholly  Inapplicable.  All  courts  of  equity 
agree  that  equity  abhors  a  forfeiture,  and 
will  never  give  its  aid  to  enforce  one,  but  will, 
on  the  contrary,  give  relief  therefrom  when- 
ever such  relief  is  in  harmony  with  equitable 
principles.  This  almost  of  necessity  makei  of 
universal  application  a  statement  found  in  n 
case  decided  under  a  Canadian  statute,  that 
the  question  of  granting  relief  is  one  within 
the  Judicial  discretion  of  the  court.  Coventry 
V.   McLean,  22  Ont.  Rep.  1. 

Equity  has  Jurisdiction  to  relieve  against  for- 
feitures, but  not  to  enforce  them.  South  Car- 
olina &  G.  R.  Co.  V,  Augusta  Southern  U.  Co. 
107  Ga.  164,  33  S.  E.  36. 

In  Pittsburg  &  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Mt.  Pleasant  & 
B.  F.  R.  Co.  76  Pa.  481.  in  which  the  forfeiture 
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ctiuity,  by  an  arbitrary  rule  of  construction 
peculiar  to  that  Jurisdiction,  may  say  the 
parties  did  not  intend  the  full  effect  of  their 
lanKiia^e,  but  purposed  to  have  the  condi- 
tion stand  as  security  for  the  performance 
of  the  obligation  or  the  payment  of  an  equiva- 
lent in  money. 

4.  By  tbe  arbitrary  rale  referred  to, 
contractM  may  be  Jndlelally  made  to 
read  contrary  to  the  literal  or  reasonable 
meaning  of  the  language  thereof,  measured 
by  ordinal^  rules  for  Judicial  construction, 
and  then  enforced  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties  as  Judicially  declared. 

B.  The  rale  of  constrnctlon  above  Indi- 
cated applies  to  prevent  a  forfeltare 
where  the  circumstances  are  such  as  to  fall 
within  the  Jurisdiction  of  equity,  and  the 
person  seeking  the  benefit  thereof  is  not 
guilty  of  having  wilfully  or  inexcusably  vio- 
lated his  obligation. 


G.  The  benellclary-  of.  a  condition  in  the 
conveyance  of  property,  for  the  breach 
of  which  the  title  thereto  may  revert  to  him. 
may  lose  the  benefit  thereof  by  conduct  ren 
dering  It  Inequitable  for  him  to  insist  upon 
the  forfeiture  as  stipulated. 

7.  Mere  •Hence  la  not  •afflclent  to 
"waive  a  forfeiture i  but  silence  on  one 
side  and  conduct  in  good  faith  relying  there 
on  on  the  other,  whereby  such  other  is  placed 
in  such  a  situation  that  he  will  be  greatly 
damaged  if  the  apparent  attitude  of  his  con 
ditlonal  grantor  be  changed  eCTectively,  will 
bind  such  grantor  as  a  waiver  of  the  benefit 
of  the  condition. 

S.  Mere  silence  will  not  operate  as  a 
waiver  of  the  heneflt  of  a  condition 
In  case  of  an  intentional  breach  thereof, 
though  the  conditional  grantee  incur  expense 
which  would  operate  to  his  prejudice  If  th«> 


of  a  railroad  lease  for  nonpayment  of  rent,  and 
for  failure  to  keep  the  track  In  repair  and  main- 
tain an  adequate  amount  of  roll  Ins:  stock,  was 
Involved,  the  court,  without  passing  upon  the 
question  of  relief  from  the  forfeiture  In  the  par- 
ticular Instance,  because  the  question  was  not 
properly  presented,  said  to  relieve  against  for- 
feiture Is  one  of  the  oldest  and  best  established 
functions  of  a  court  of  equity. 

It  Is  stated  in  Sanders  v.  Pope,  12  Yes.  Jr. 
'2S'2,  that  the  Jurisdiction  of  equity  to  relieve 
against  the  exercise  of  a  legal  right  rests  only 
upon  this  principle, — that  one  party  is  taking 
advantage  of  a  forfeiture ;  and,  as  his  exercise 
of  the  legal  right  would  produce  a  hardship, 
and  great  loss  and  Injury,  on  the  one  hand,  aris- 
ing from  going  to  the  full  extent  of  the  right, 
while,  on  the  other,  the  party  may  have  the  full 
benefit  of  the  contract  as  originally  framed, 
the  court  will  Interfere  wnere  a  clear  mode  of 
compensation  can  be  discovered. 

In  Dunklee  v.  Adams.  20  Vt.  415.  50  Am.  Dec. 
44,  it  is  stated  that  equity  will  relieve  where 
compensation  for  the  breach  cnn  Ih*  niado.  n 
Is  Impracticable  to  lay  down  any  definite  rule 
or  principle  by  which  it  Is  to  bo  determined 
whether  compensation  can  be  made  in  any  given 
case.  It  necessarily  depends,  when  the  breach 
is  not  for  the  nonpayment  of  money,  upon  the 
discretion  of  the  chancollor.  whose  power  In 
that  respect  cannot  well  be  otherwise  than  arbi- 
trary. The  soundness  of  the  early  doctrinu 
Kranting  relief  against  forfeiture  Incurred  by 
nonperformance  of  collateral  acts  has  been 
more  recently  denied  in  England,  and  it  now 
appears  to  be  the  established  doctrine  that 
relief  will  be  granted  only  where  the  breach 
<»r  the  condition  is  for  the  nonpayment  of 
inoney  :  and  it  is  granted  in  such  cases  on  the 
principle  that  the  allowance  of  interest  for  the 
delay  forms  a  certain  rule  of  compensation, 
and  Is  equivalent  to  payment  at  the  day. 

As  win  appear,  however,  it  is  not  enough 
to  show  that  compensation  can  be  made ;  the 
plaint  Iff  must,  in  addition,  show  that  he  is 
equitably  entitled  to  relief. 

Thus,  in  Broaddus.  v.  Ward,  8  Mo.  217,  which 
was  an  action  to  compel  specific  performance  ot 
an  agreement  to  convey  a  lot  of  land  on  which 
complainant  had  agreed  to  erect  a  dwelling 
house,  which  he  had  failed  to  do.  the  court 
S5i!(l  the  case  is  one  In  w^hich  relief  from  the 
consequences  of  the  broach  of  covenant  was 
m  L,  R.  A. 


sought  'in  equity;  and  stated  that,  if  ever 
there  was  a  case  in  which  equity  would  refuse 
to  relieve  against  a  forfeiture,  this  ought  to 
be  one,  because  complainant  had  left  the 
state,  and  had  never  attempted  in  any  way  to 
comply  with  his  agreement  until  the  property 
had  greatly  indh>ased  in  vfi.:ne  because  of  tne 
efforts  of  other  parties. 

The  suggested  limitation  as  to  collateral  acts 
has  not  been  fully  adopted. 

Where  the  condition  of  a  grant  of  state  land 
forfeited  for  nonpayment  of  taxes,  requiring 
payment  for  improvements  upon  the  property, 
was  not  compiled  with,  the  court  said  eqalty 
will  never  lend  its  aid  to  destroy  an  estate  for 
breach  of  a  condition  subsequent  but  will  re- 
lieve against  the  consequences  whenever  the 
case  admits  of  a  certain  compensation  In  dam- 
ages, as  where  the  condition  Is  to  pay  money. 
It  regards  conditions  as  mere  remedies  to  en- 
force the  fulfilment  of  obligations,  and  wtri 
not  allow  them  to  be  perverted  from  their 
purposes  by  one  side  or  the  other.  Worthen 
V.   Ratcliffe.   42  Ark.  S30. 

In  Rose  v.  Rose,  1  Ambl.  332,  the  court,  in 
considering  the  question  of  relieving  against 
the  enforcen^ont  of  the  full  amount  of  a  debt 
which  the  creditor  had  agreed  should  be  re- 
duced a  certain  amount,  in  case  the  rents  ot 
certain  property  should  be  applied  to  its  pay- 
ment, after  the  collection  and  appropriation  to 
his  own  use  of  rents  by  the  owner  of  the  es- 
tate, said,  equity  will  relieve  against  almost  all 
I)enaltles  whatsoever.  Against  forfeitures  or 
copyholds.  But  they  are  all  such  cases  where 
the  court  can  do  it  with  safety  to  the  other 
party;  for.  If  it  cannot  put  him  into  as  good 
condition  as  if  the  agreement  had  been  per- 
formed, the  court  will  not  relieve. 

In  Wells  v.  Smith.  2  Edw.  Ch.  78,  which  was^ 
a  suit  for  specific  performance  of  a  contract 
to  convey  real  estate  in  which  the  purchase 
price  was  not  tendered  at  the  specified  time,  the 
court  discusses  the  question  of  the  right  of  the 
court  to  relieve  the  complainant  of  the  conse- 
quence of  his  breach  of  contract  The  court 
holds  that  it  has  no  power  to  relieve  for  the 
nonperformance  of  a  condition  precedent :  but 
says  that  the  principle  whereon  the  court  Is  to 
act  In  relation  to  conditions  subsequent  Is 
widely  different  In  cases  of  this  sort.  If  a 
br(>ach  or  nonperformance  appears,  the  effect  of 
which  Is  to  work  a  forfeiture  or  devest  an  es- 
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grantor  were  thereafter  permitted   to   insist 
upon  the  forfeiture. 

9.  Tbe  c«tabll«limeiit  of  a  railroad  aa  » 
purely  private  enterprise  cannot  be  le- 
{^Itimately  aided  by  the  power  of  eminent  do- 
main. 

10.  The  d€»ctrlne  that,  if  a  railroad 
company  takea  poaaeaaion  of  land  for 
a  public  tvayythe  owner  thereof  not  object- 
ing, the  latter  will  be  presumed  to  have  con- 
sented thereto,  and  impliedly  agreed  to  accept 
a  Just  compensation  therefor,  and  consented 
to  rely  upon  the  statutory  method  of  obtain- 
ing the  samei  has  no  application  to  a  case 
where  the  rights  of  the  parties  are  defined  by 
u  written  instrument. 

11.  If  a  ralliray  corporation  takea  poa- 
neaalon  of  land  for  a  private  pnrpoae^ 
its  right  to  do  so  resting  in  a  grant  by  the 
owner  thereof,  and  it  subsequently  loses  that 


right  by  forfeiture  to  such  owner,  it  cannot 
thereafter  defy  such  owner,  and  continue  to 
enjoy  his  property,  because  it  might  success- 
fully proceed  in  good  faith  to  acquire  it  for 
a  public  purpose. 

iVassoday,  Ch.  J.,  disaenU.) 

(December  17,  1901.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Ck>urt  for  Racine  Ck>unty  in 
favor  of  defendants  in  a  suit  to  restrain  a 
continuous  nuisance.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Marahall,  J.: 

Action  to  restrain  a  continuous  nuisance. 
The  complaint  states,  in  substance,  that 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  in  fee  simple  and 


tate,  the  court,  acting  upon  the  principle  of 
compensation  to  the  party  for  the  injury  sus- 
tained  by  the  breach,  will  interpose  and  pre- 
vent the  forfeiture.  The  court  will  only  give 
relief  where  compensation  can  be  made  in 
damages.  There  may  even  be  cases  of  condition 
Kubsequent  unperformed,  in  which  the  court 
will  not  relieve  from  forfeiture  on  account  of 
the  difficulty  of  ascertaining  with  any  degree 
of  certainty  the  amount  or  adequacy  of  com- 
pensation to  be  allowed. 

The  statement  that  the  court  will  not  inter- 
fere in  case  the  breach  is  of  condition  prece- 
dent has  m^t  with  favor,  but,  as  will  be  seen 
hereafter,  It  is  not  of  universal  application. 

In  Noyes  v.  Anderson,  124  N.  Y.  175.  21  Am. 
St.  Rep.  667,  26  N.  E.  316,  which  involved  the 
question  of  relief  from  a  forfeiture  of  a  con- 
tract right  of  a  mortgagor,  the  court  makes 
the  following  statement  with  respect  to  the 
power  of  equity  to  relieve  from  forfeiture  of 
estates :  The  doctrine  was  applied  to  relieve  a 
mortgagor  from  the  forfeiture  to  which  he  was 
Kubfected.  It  is  also  not  only  available  to 
cases  of  leases  where  forfeiture  of  the  term 
and  entry  are  provided  for  as  the  consoquencp» 
of  nonpayment  of  rent  on  the  day  It  becomes 
due,  but  is  extended  to  other  cases,  and 
more  especially  to  those  (although  not  neces- 
Harlly  confined  to  them)  where  the  default  re- 
sulting In  forfeiture  is  in  payment  of  money,  as 
In  such  case  adequate  compensation  can  be 
nuule.  This  relief  will  not  be  afforded  in  cases 
where  the  default  and  forfeiture  have  been  oc- 
cisloned  by  the  wilful  neglect  of  the"  party 
sooklnj;  It.  Nor  will  it  ordinarily  be  given 
where  the  breach  is  of  a  condition  precedent,  al- 
though the  rule  may  not  be  without  exception. 

In  Oil  CiTPU  K.  <'o.  V.  Atlantic  &  G.  \V.  It. 
Co.  57  Pa,  65,  which  was  a  suit  for  specific 
IKTfofmjirjCf  oC  8  contract,  the  co:irt  says  that 
n  court  of  equity  will  not  in  general  relieve 
H«aiiist  a  roriV'iine,  unless  it  he  in  case  of 
nonpayment  of  rent  where  an  exact  and  Just 
coniponsntlon  can  l»e  made  ^>y  decreeing  the  landr 
lord   the  urrcjfs  o;   his  rent  with  Irterest  and 

That  rule,  however,  as  has  already  been  seen, 
Is  too  broadly  statcd. 

Tlip  rule  that  r-qulty  will  not  interfere  ii 
tht  IT  Is  a  wnMKly  at  law  is  applicable  In  this 
(I as?;  of  cases  as  ir.  others.  Therefore,  If  an 
att<':npt  to  forieit  a  lease  is  a  nullity,  the  lessee 
has  a  coTOfilete  rrmeOy  at  law,  and  equity  will 
09  L.  R.  A. 


not  entertaiu   a  Mil   on   his  behalf  for   relief. 
Graham  v.  Carondclet.  *;^;>  Mo.  262. 

But  the  statutory  right  of  a  tenant  to  set 
up  an  eq'iitable  defense  which  he  may  have 
to  an  action  to  dlsiK>sFc*hs  nim  for  breach  ot 
covenants  doi^s  not  deprive  equity  of  Jurisdic- 
tion of  a  ^uit  for  Hinlrable  relief  from  a  fo^ 
feitiire,  unless  the  right  to  set  up  the  defense 
in  an  action  at  law  Is  absolute,  and  not  de- 
i)eudent  upon  the  discretion  of  the  ^ourt. 
Giles  V.  Austin,  G2  N.  Y.  486,  46  How.  Pr.  269. 

And  to  secure  the  aid  of  a  court  of  equity 
an  equitable  right  must  be  relied  on.  Therefore, 
to  give  equity  Jurisdiction  to  relieve  from  a 
forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  rent  there  must 
have  been  a  forfeiture,  and  its  Jurisdiction  is 
therefore  defeated  if  forfeiture  is  denied  ^and 
proof  Is  offered  to  show  that  no  forfeiture 
has  occurred.  Warne  v.  Wagenor  (N.  J.  Eq.) 
15  Atl.  307. 

Moreover,  equity  will  never  relieve  a  cov- 
enantor from  a  forfeiture  except  under  the 
strong  expectation  that  the  covenant  will  be 
faithfully  performed  thereafter.  And  the  In- 
solvency of  the  party,  furnishing  a  presumption 
of  his  inability  to  perform  his  covenant,  is  a 
proper  ground  for  refusing  relief.  Dunklee  v. 
Adams,   20  Vt.   416.  60   Am.   Dec.   44. 

Furthermore,  the  intention  of  the  parties 
may  be  expressed  in  the  contract  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  be  conclusive  either  In  favor  of 
01  against  relief. 

Thus,  .eveL>  though  the  contract  contains  a 
provision  for  forfeiture  in  case  of  a  failure 
to  perform  strictly  In  point  of  time,  never- 
theless a  court  of  equity  will  examine  the 
whole  v*0Ti tract  in  the  light  of  surrounding 
circumstances,  and  ascertain  whether  it  was 
the  real  intention  of  the  parties  that  the 
party  iu  default  should  lose  the  right  secured  to 
him  by  the  contract.  Steele  v.  Branch,  40 
Cal.  ,H. 

8o  the  principles  upon  which  equity  will 
relieve  a  lessee  from  the  consequences  of  non- 
l>erformance  of  covenants  in  a  lease  have  no 
application  where  the  mode  of  determining  the 
rights  of  the*  lessee  is  expressly  provided  for 
by  the  contract,  and  the  right  which  he  is 
seeking  to  enforce  to  an  extension  of  the  lease, 
or  payment  for  buildings  placed  on  the  leased 
property.  Is  expressly  dependent  upon  the  per- 
formance of  conditions  precedent,  such  as  the 
payment  of  all  assessments  against  the  prop- 
erty, which  have  not  been  performed.     There  Is 
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in  possession  of  certain  lands  described,  situ- 
aited  in  Racine  county,  Wisconsin;  that 
defendants  constructed  a  spur  railroad  track 
tliereon,  lending  from  the  main  track  of  the 
Chicago,  Milwaukee,  &  St.  Paul  Railway 
Company  southeasterly  of  said  land,  in  a 
northwesterly  direction  to  the  boundary  line 
thereof,  and  intends  to  enter  upon  and  per- 
manently occupy  said  premises  for  said  spur 
track,  and  to  operate  railway  freight  trains 
over  the  same  without  permission  of  plain- 
tiff or  having  first  acquired  the  right  to  do 
so.  The  defendant  Knickerbocker  Ice  Com- 
pany answered,  denying  the  allegations  of 
the  complaint  as  to  the  title  and  possession 
of  the  premises  in  dispute,  and  alleging  title 
and  right  of  possession  in  itself,  and  that 
such   possession  was  exclusive   except   that 


the  defendant  railway  company  possessed 
a  license  to  maintain  a  railway  track  over 
the  same  for  the  purpose  of  reaching  ic« 
industries  operated  by  said  ice  company; 
that  the  railway  track  had  been  maintained 
and  operated  continuously  for  more  thuu 
three  years  before  the  commencement  of  the 
action,  by  said  railway  company,  as  a  part 
of  its  public  railway  system.  The  railway 
company  answered  substantially  the  same 
as  the  ice  company. 

On  the  trial  plaintiff  admitted  that  the 
railway  track  had  been  maintained  and  oper- 
ated for  more  than  three  years  before  the 
commencement  of  the  action,  but  claimed 
that  it  was  so  maintained  and  operated 
solely  for  use  of  the  defendant  ice  company. 
The  following  facts  were  established  by  the 


no  ground  upon  which,  a  court  of  equity  should 
intervene  to  relieve  the  lessee  from  the  conse- 
quences of  a  failure  or  neglect  to  perform. 
l*eople*8  Bank  v.  Mitchell,  73  N.  Y.  40e. 

So  If,  upon  the  face  of  the  contract  and 
from  the  surrounding  circumstances,  it  clearly 
appears  to  have  been  the  distinct  understand- 
ing and  agreement  of  the  parties  that,  if  the 
stipulated  act  was  not  performed  within  the 
HpecUied  time,  all  rights  under  the  contract 
should  be  forfeited ;  and,  if  default  is  made  in 
the  performance  within  the  time, — a  court  of 
equity  will  give  no  relief  unless  a  strict  per- 
formance is  either  waived,  or  is  excused  upon 
some  general  ground  of  equitable  cognizance. 
Steele  v.  Branch.  40  Cal.  3. 

feut  a  stipulation  to  the  effect  that,  in  case 
of  a  default,  a  party  shall  lose  his  rights 
under  the  contract  is  often  inserted  by  way  of 
IX'nalty,  merely  with  a  view  to  Induce  a  more 
prompt  performance,  and  not  with  the  Inten- 
tion that  a  failure  strictly  to  perform,  in 
point  of  time,  shall  work  an  absolute  for- 
feiture. When  such  appears  to  have  been  the 
Intention  of  the  parties,  if  the  party  in  default 
afterwards  tenders  a  performance  promptly 
and  with  reasonable  diligence :  and  if  the  other 
party  has  suffered  no  damage  by  the  delay  ;  and 
particularly  if  the  property  has  not  materially 
enhanced  in  value  during  the  time  of  the  delay, 
— a  court  of  equity  will  not  enforce  the  for- 
feiture, but  wUi  decree  a  specific  performance, 
notwithstanding  the  default,  providjr^d  It  ap- 
pears that  the  party  in  default  has  acted  in 
good  faith,  and  gives  some  reasonable  excuse  for 
the    delay.     IMd. 

And  in  Brink  v.  Stoadman,  70  111.  241.  which 
was  an  action  to  compel  specific  performance 
of  a  contract  to  convey  real  estate,  the  court 
says,  if  parties  under  no  disability  choose  to 
contract  for  a  forfeiture,  however  hard  it  may 
seem,  in  the  absence  of  any  fraud  or  improper 
practices  on  the  part  of  the  vendor,  the  law 
can  afford  the  vendee  no  relief. 

II.   Condition 8    precedent. 

Many  expressions  will  be  found  In  the  cases 
to  the  effect  that  no  relief  can  be  granted  In 
case  the  breach  is  of  a  condition  precedent ; 
and.  upon  first  glance,  this  result  would  seem 
to  follow  from  necessity,  for.  If  the  condition 
is  precedent,  and  has  not  been  complied  with, 
no  estate  has  vested  which  is  the  subject  of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


forfeiture  within  the  relief  of  equity.  But  a 
closer  view  will  disclose  that  In  many  instances, 
although  the  estate  has  not  In  fact  vested,  yet 
a  right  has  been  acquired  under  a  contract 
which  has  been  looked  upon  by  the  parties  as 
the  equivalent  of  an  estate;  and  the  court  will 
seise  upon  such  interest  and  establish  it.  al- 
though the  result  is  to  relieve  from  a  forfeiture 
for  breach  of  a  condition  precedent.  This  is 
common  practice  in  actions  for  specific  per- 
formance of  contracts*  and  has  been  applied  in 
cases  of  conditional  grants  and  devises. 

In  City  Bank  v.  Smith,  3  GUI  &  J.  265,  it 
is  said  that,  although  equity  will  In  many 
cases  interpose  to  prevent  the  devesting  of  an 
estate,  ft  will  not  relieve  against  the  non- 
performance of  a  condition  precedent  to  tne 
vesting  of  an  estate  by  giving  an  estate  that 
never  vested ;  It  will  not  vest  any  estate  that, 
by  reason  of  the  nonperformance  of  a  condition 
precedent,  would  not  vest  at  law. 

So,  in  order  to  have  the  principle  of  equitable 
relief  apply,  the  effect  of  the  breach  of  condi- 
tion must  be  to  devest  the  estate,  and  not  to 
destroy  the  right  to  acquire  an  estate.  In 
the  latter  case  equity  has  no  power  to  inter- 
pose and  aid  the  defaulting  party.  Robinson  t. 
Cropsey,  2  EdW.  Ch.  138. 

So,  if  title  under  a  grant  of  public  land  is  not 
to  vest  until  certain  acts  have  been  performed 
by  the  grantee,  equity  will  not  interfere  to 
protect  him  in  poK.Hesslon.  if  he  fails  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  contract.  l*eople  ex  rel. 
Love  V.  Center,  66  Cal.  551,  5  Pac.  263.  6  Pac 
481.  The  court  says  it  is  true  a  court  oi 
equity  does  not  favor  forfeiture.  It  will  not 
aid  in  devesting  an  estate.  It  may  Interfere 
to  prevent  the  devesting  of  an  estate.  But 
here  there  is  no  question  of  forfeiture.  By  the 
terms  of  the  agret»ment  the  whole  of  the  work 
required  was  a  condition  precedent,  and  a  court 
of  equity  will  not.  by  its  decree,  give  an  es- 
tate which  has  never  vested. 

There  is  a  wide  distinction  between  a  con- 
dition precedent,  where  no  title  has  vested  and 
none  is  to  vest  until  the  condition  is  per- 
formed, and  a  condition  subsequent,  operating 
by  way  of  defeasance.  In  the  former  case 
equity  can  give  no  relief.  The  failure  to  iier- 
form  is  an  inevitable  bar.  No  right  can  ever 
vest.  The  result  Is  very  different  where  the 
condition  is  subsequent.  There  equity  will  In- 
terpose and  relieve  against  the  forfeiture  upon 
th£    principle    of    compensation,    where    that 
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evidence:  December  15,  1893,  Frederick 
T^hen,  under  whom  both  plaintiff  and  de- 
fondnnts  claim  title,  conveyed  to  Thomas 
Boyle  the  33-foot  strip  of  land  across  a 
portion  of  section  34,  town  3,  range  19,  de- 
scribed in  the  complaint,  out  of  a  tract  of 
land  owned  by  him,  for  a  right  of  way  for 
a  railway  track  leading  from  the  main  track 
of  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee,  &  St.  Paul  Rail- 
way to  certain  ice  houses  owned  by  the 
grantee  and  his  associates.  The  conveyance 
was  made  upon  conditions  expressed  there- 
in as  follows:  '"Provided  that  said  second 
party  inclose  said  premises  herein  conveyed 
with  a  good,  legal,  and  sufficient  fence,  and 
forever  maintain  the  same,  and  provide  a 
suitable  crossing  in  said  strip  at  a  point 
to  be  designated  by  the  first  parties,  and 


to  maintain  gates  in  the  fences  at  such 
crossing,  and  to  build  and  maintain  suitable 
culverts  at  the  points  where  ditches  now 
cross  said  premises,  then  this  deed  shall  re- 
main of  full  force  and  effect;  but  if  at 
any  time  said  grantee  shall  suffer  the  above 
conditions  to  be  broken,  then  said  described 
premises  shall  revert  back  to  said  first  par- 
ties, their  heirs  or  assigns."  Thereafter 
Boyle  leased  to  the  defendant  railway  com- 
pany the  center  17  feet  of  said  strip  of  land, 
and  contracted  with  such  company  to  con- 
struct a  spur  track  thereon  for  the  exclusive 
use  of  himself  and  his  associates  in  the  op- 
eration of  their  ice  industry.  A  track  was 
constructed  accordingly,  Boyle  and  his  asso- 
ciates preparing  the  roadbed  and  the  rail- 
way company  furnishing  the  ties  and  rails 


principle  can  be  applied,  giving  damages,  if 
damages  should  be  given,  and  the  proper  amount 
can  be  ascertained.  Davis  v.  Qray,  16  Wail. 
203,  21  L.  ed.  447. 

Where  a  person  cannot  be  compensated  in 
damages  it  is  against  conscience  to  relieve. 
Precedent  conditions  must  be  literally  per- 
formed, and  equity  will  never  vest  an  estate 
when,  by  means  of  a  condition  precedent,  it 
will  not  vest  at  law ;  but,  since  conditions  sub- 
sequent are  to  devest  an  estate  there,  it  is  other- 
wise where  there  can  be  compensation  In  dam- 
ages. Clark  V.  Lucy,  2  Bq.  Cas.  Abr.  213, 
pi.  4. 

In  Popham  ▼.  Bampfelld,  1  Vem.  83,  the 
lord  chancellor,  by  way  of  argument,  says 
conditions  precedent  must  be  lueiMii.,  j/v4- 
formed.  Equity  will  never  vest  an  estate  where, 
by  reason  of  conditions  precedent,  It  would  not 
vest  at  law.  But  of  conditions  subsequent, 
which  are  to  devest  an  estate,  there  it  is  other- 
wise ;  yet  of  conditions  subsequent  there  is 
this  difference  to  be  observed, — when  the  court 
can  in  any  case  compensate  a  party  in  dam- 
ages for  nonprecise  performance  of  the  con- 
tract there  it  is  Just  and  equitable  to  relieve, 
but  where  the  party  cannot  be  compensated  in 
damages,  it  will  be  against  conscience  to  re- 
lieve. 

And  the  same  doctrine  is  announced  on  re- 
hearing In   1  Vem.   167. 

Upon  examination  of  the  concrete  cases, 
however.  It  will  be  observed  that  the  rellet 
was  refused,  not  so  much  because  the  condi- 
tion was  precedent,  as  because  It  would  be  In- 
equitable  to   grant   the   relief. 

Thus,  in  Powell  v.  Pellett,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr. 
209.  pi.  ;^  a  father  undeitonk  to  pay  plaintiff 
a  certain  amount  within  two  years  on  condi- 
tion that  the  plaintiff  marry  his  daughter  and 
settle  a  certain  amount  upon  her.  The  mar- 
riage took  place,  and  the  daughter  oied  within^ 
the  two  years,  and  plaintiff  brought  suit  to* 
enforce  the  payment.  The  settlemeut  not  hav- 
ing been  made,  the  court  held  that  it  was  in 
plaintiff's  power  to  have  entitled  himself  to 
the  payment  when  he  pleased  by  settling  the 
jointure,  and.  not  having  done  so,  he  was  not 
entitled  to  the  aid  of  equity  upon  the  ground 
that  the  act  which  he  undertook  to  perform  was 
prevented  by  an  act  of  God. 

And  a  similar  ruling  was  made,  with  only 
slight  changes  In  the  lacts,  in  Feversham  v. 
Watson,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  210,  Freem.  Ch.  85. 
69  I^  R.  A. 


So  where  an  agreement  for  a  daughter's  por- 
tion on  her  marriage  was  made  on  condition 
that  the  husband  should,  within  two  years. 
settle  upon  her  a  certain  jointure,  and  she 
died  within  the  two  years  without  the  Jointure 
having  been  settled.  It  was  held  that  the  hus- 
band could  not  be  relieved  from  breach  of  the 
condition.     Vermuden  v.   Read,   1   Vem.   69. 

So  in  Wood  V.  Ingram,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  211, 
pi.  3,  a  woman  having  lands  of  inheritance 
married  and  agreed  to  settle  these  lands  upon 
Increase  of  her  Jointure  from  £250  to  £460. 
Her  husband  died  before  the  agreement  was 
carried  out,  and  she  remarried,  and,  upon  bill 
to  compel  performance  of  the  agreement  to 
increase  the  Jointure,  the  lord  keeper  held  that, 
not  having  compiled  with  the  condition,  she 
could  not  be  relieved  in  equity. 

So  where  an  estate  was  granted  to  a  lady  in 
case,  within  three  years  after  the  death  of 
testator,  she  should  marry  a  certain  person 
named,  and  upon  her  failure  to  do  so  then  over, 
Lord  Holt  held  that  equity  would  not  relieve  a 
breach  of  the  condition,  since  it  was  a  condition 
precedent,  the  nature  of  which  is  such  that  no 
relief  can  be  had  upon  failure  to  perform  It. 
He  says:  Shall  equity  give  her  the  estate  al- 
though married  to  another  person?  This  is 
not  within  the  words  or  equity  of  the  will, 
but  In  express  contradiction  to  both  of  them. 
If  the  estate  Indeed  be  upon  a  condition  subse- 
quent, equity  may  Interpose  where  the  sub- 
stance is  performed,  though  not  in  every  mat- 
ter literally  performed;  but,  where  it  is  in  no 
point  performed,  It  can  never  help.  Bertie  v. 
Paulkland,  3  Ch.  Cas.  129,  1  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  110, 
pi.  10,  Freem.  Ch.  220. 

In  the  report  in  Holt,  230,  be  is  reported  as 
saying  that,  in  cases  of  conditions  subsequeni 
that  are  to  defeat  an  estate,  these  are  nof 
favored  at  law.  And,  if  the  condition  becomes 
impossible  by  the  act  of  God,  the  estate  should 
not  be  defeated  or  forfeited;  and  a  court  ot 
equity  may  relieve  and  prevent  the  devesting  of 
the  estate,  but  cannot  relieve  to  give  an  estate 
that  never  vested. 

In  the  report  in  12  Mod.  182.  Lord  Holt  is  re- 
ported as  saying  that  the  nature  of  a  condition 
precedent  is  this, — that  It  must  be  performed 
before  ever  the  estate  can  vest.  and.  if  the 
performance  of  the  condition  become  impos- 
sible by  the  act  of  God,  yet  the  estate  shall 
not  accrue;  so  If  it  become  Impossible  by 
any  other  Inevitable  accident       The   relief  in 
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and  putting  the  same  in  place.  While  such 
work  was  in  progress,  Uhen  made  com- 
plaint to  Boyle  and  others  engaged  therein, 
because  no  provision  was  being  made  for 
putting  in  culverts.  No  atten{ion  was  paid 
to  his  complaints  other  than  to  suggest  to 
him  that  culverts  were  not  necissary. 
Ditches  were  made  on  either  side  of  the  strip, 
and  the  cross  drainage  ditches,  agreed  to  be 
preserved  by  culverts  under  the  track,  were 
connected  with  such  side  ditches  so  that  the 
water  would  flow  through  them  oflF  from 
plaintiff's  land.  There  was  delay  in  putting 
in  the  farm  crossing,  but  it  was  finally  put 
in  and  accepted.  Soon  after  the  construc- 
tion of  the  spur  track  the  rights  of  Boyle 
in  the  land,  by  mesne  conveyances,  became 
vested  in  the  defendant  ice  company.     The 


condition  in  respect  to  fencing  the  land  waa 
never  performed.  Uhen  made  complaint  as 
to  that  on  several  occasions,  at  one  time 
giving  notice  that  the  title  conveyed  by  him 
could  be  reclaimed  because  of  neglect  to 
build  the  fence.  During  the  summer  of  1S09, 
upon  Uhen  complaining  about  the  failure  to 
build  the  fence,  he  was  promised  that  the 
premises  should  be  inclosed  aftor  harvest 
time  of  that  year.  He  acquiesced  in  that.  In 
November,  thereafter,  phiintiff  became  the 
owner  of  the  land,  by  conveyance  from  Uhen. 
out  of  which  he  conveyed  the  premises  in 
controversy.  Thereafter,  with  knowledcre  of 
and  without  protest  from  Uhen,  the  defend- 
ants fenced  that  part  of  such  premises  leased 
to  the  railway  company.  Thereafter,  on 
January  4,  1900,  Uhen  went  upon  the  strip 


equity  has  always  been  in  ease  of  breach  of 
subsequent  coudltloDs  which  determine  the  es- 
tate. And  the  lord  chancellor  suggests  that. 
If  the  remainder-man  had  done  any  unfair  act 
to  hinder  the  marriage,  he  being  to  have  ad- 
vantage by  it,  equity  might  have  relieved. 

In  the  report  in  2  Vem.  333,  Lord  Chlet 
Justice  Treby  says  that  the  case  was  not  one 
of  forfeiture,  but  the  case  of  a  gift  to  two 
persons  in  case  they  should  do  a  certain  thing 
which  they  were  at  liberty  to  do  or  not  at  their 
pleasure,  and  that  the  fact  that  the  lady 
was  willing  did  not  entitle  her  to  the  estate. 
Neither  was  there  any  latitude  left  for  her 
to  choose  another  man.  It  Is  not  a  case  in 
compensation. 

In  1  Salk.  231.  It  is  stated  that  this  decree 
was  reversed  on  appeal  by  the  House  of  Lords. 

Equity  will  not  relieve  a  railroad  company 
which  has  obtained  permission  to  use  tide  lands 
for  a  depot  on  condition  that  it  fill  them  up 
from  the  result  of  the  breach  of  the  condition, 
merely  on  the  ground  that  It  had  not  the  means 
of  complying  with  the  condition.  New  York  & 
N.  B.  R.  Co.  V.  Providence,  16  R.  I.  746,  19 
Atl.  759.  And  the  court  further  held  that  the 
right  of  the  railroad  company  to  continue  to 
occupy  the  land  cannot  be  decreed  by  the 
court  upon  making  compensation  to  the  city 
for  the  cost  of  the  filling  after  many  years' 
default,  saying:  We  fail  to  see  how,  after 
a  default  of  thirty  years,  we  can  reinstate  a 
right  to  occupy  land  upon  a  money  payment 
when  the  right  originally  depended  upon  some- 
thing different,  and  thus  oust  the  city  and  its 
tenants  of  possession  and  improvements. 

Where,  by  resolutions  of  public  commission- 
ers, lands  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  are  set 
apart  to  applicant,  and  it  is  provided  that  the 
occupant  shall  have  four  years  in  which  to  com- 
plete the  works ;  but  that  the  location  snail 
be  void  unless  the  works  shall  have  been  com- 
menced and  one  tenth  of  the  capital  expended 
within  a  year, — the  designation  of  the  time  is  a 
condition  precedent,  upon  noncompliance  with 
which  all  estate  of  the  occupant  ceases ;  and 
equity  will  not  relieve  him  from  the  forfeiture. 
Parmelee  v.  Oswego  &  S.  R.  Co.  7  Barb.  618, 
Affirmed  in  6  N.  Y.  74. 

And  in  application  of  the  idea  that  no  relief 
can  be  had  for  breach  of  a  condition  precedent 
the  Texas  court  of  civil  appeals  held  that, 
where  vendees  of  real  estate  are  let  into  pos- 
session under  a  contract  by  which  the  title 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


is  to  be  conveyed  to  them  when  one  half  the 
purchase  money  is  paid,  the  payment  of  the 
purchase  money  is  a  condition  precedent  to  the 
vesting  of  any  equity ;  and  equity  will  not 
interfere  to  relieve  them  from  a  forfeiture  for 
failure  to  comply  with  the  condition.  Fell  v. 
Chandos   (Tex.  Civ.  App.)    27  S.   W.  48. 

Of  course,  if  the  vendees  made  no  offer  to 
comply,  they  had  no  rights  under  the  contract: 
but,  if  the  default  was  merely  failure  to  mase 
the  payments  within  a  specided  time,  there  is 
no  doubt  that  equity  might  relieve  if  compeD- 
sation  could  be  made  to  the  vendor. 

In  Gates  v.  Parmly,  93  Wis.  294,  66  N.  \\. 
253,  67  N.  W.  739,  which  was  in  the  nature  of  an 
action  to  compel  specific  performance  of  a  con- 
tract to  purchase  real  estate,  and  to  be  relieved 
from  the  forfeiture  for  breach  of  a  condition 
precedent,  the  court  says  equity  will  relieve 
against  a  forfeiture,  even  where  it  Is  In  tbe  form 
of  a  condition  precedent,  where  it  la  ob- 
tained merely  as  a  security  for  the  payment  of 
money  or  the  performance  of  any  act  where  fail 
ure  to  perform  it  may  be  compensated  in 
money. 

But  In  Donnelly  v.  Eastes.  94  Wis.  390.  69 
N.  W.  157,  the  court  asserted  that  It  had 
no  power  to  relieve  from  a  forfeiture  for  breach 
of  a  condition  precedent,  performance  of  which 
was  necessary  to  vest  the  estate.  The  court 
says  that.  If  one  agrees  that  full  performance 
of  all  obligations  on  his  part  shall  be  requisite 
to  the  enjoyment  by  him  of  any  benefit  under 
the  contract,  he  is  presumed  to  Imow  the  legal 
effect  of  assuming  such  an  obligation,  to  have 
done  it  for  a  consideration,  and  must  abide 
the  consequences  of  it,  and  not  expect,  by  the 
aid  of  a  court  of  equity,  to  shift  the  burden  on 
to  others  which  he  has  voluntarily  agreed  to 
bear  himself. 

Where  a  compensation  can  be  made  In  case  of 
breach  of  a  condition  precedent,  equity  will 
relieve.  For  where  It  is  the  clear  intent  of  a 
person  that  the  estate  shall  go  to  another, 
and  it  is  limited  in  case  he  performs  a  condi- 
tion, if  the  performance  is  prevented  by  act 
of  God,  or  other  accident,  it  is  highly  equitable, 
if  an  adequate  recompense  can  be  made  to  him 
for  whose  benefit  the  condition  was  designed, 
that  relief  shall  be  given  whereby  the  whole 
Intent  of  the  party  may  take  effect.  But  where 
that  matter  lies  not  in  compensation,  relief 
has  never  been  given.  Uarvy  v.  Aston,  2 
Corayns,  Rep.  726,  Reversing  Cas.  t.  Talb.  21 X 
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of  land  for  the  purpose  of  reclaiming  title 
thereto  for  nonperformance  of  the  condi- 
tions of  the  deed.  He  then  declared  in  the 
presence  of  several  persons  the .  purpose  of 
his  entry,  and  constructed  fences  aeross  the 
ends  of  the  strip  so  as  to  exclude  all  comers 
therefrom.  He  then  conveyed  the  land  to 
plaintilT,  who  thereafter  removed  the  side 
fences  of  the  17-foot  strip,  making  the  en- 
tire 33 -foot  strip  a  part  of  her  inclosure. 
The  railroad  company  did  not  construct, 
operate,  or  intend  the  spur  track  for  public 
use,  but  established  it  for  the  exclusive  use 
of  the  owners  of  the  ice  industry  served  by 
it. 

At  the  close  of  the  trial  the  plaintiff's  at- 
torneys requested  the  court  to  find  facts  in 
accordance   with   the   foregoing,   presenting 


written  findings  to  that  effect,  which  request 
was  refused.  A  decision  was  rendered  for 
defendants,  the  findings  of  fact  being  to  the 
effect  that  the  spur  track  was  constructed 
and  operated  for  public  purposes;  that  the 
defendant  ice  company  was  the  owner  and 
entitled  to  the  possession  of  the  premises  in 
dispute;  that  the  railway  track  was  owned 
and  operated  by  the  Chicago,  Milwaukee  & 
St.  Paul  Railway  Company,  and  was  on  the 
premises  by  license  of  the  ice  company;  that 
plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  any  compensa- 
tion from  the  defendants  for  the  land,  or 
for  the  use  thereof,  and  had  not  suffered 
and  would  not  suffer  any  injury  by  reason 
of  any  acts  of  the  defendants  or  either  of 
them. 


So  where  a  man  directed  that  claims  which 
he  had  against  the  husband  of  hts  niece  should 
be  released  on  condition  ;that,  within  two 
months  from  testator's  decease,  the  husband 
should  release  all  claims  In  or  to  the  property 
which  his  wife  should  receive  under  testator's 
will,  it  was  claimed  that  the  execution  of  the 
release  was  a  condition  precedent,  failure  to 
comply  with  which  would  destroy  his  rights 
under  the  will.  But  the  court  says,  where  the 
property  is  given  over  on  failure  to  comply 
with  a  condition  precedent,  equity  will  not 
relieve.  The  rule  is  otherwise  where  there  Is 
no  bequest  over,  and  the  parties  can  be  placed 
in  the  same  situation  as  if  the  condition  had 
been  strictly  complied  with.  Holiinrake  v. 
Lister,  1  Russ.  Ch.  500. 

In  Taylor  v.  Popham,  1  Bro,  Ch.  1G8,  an 
annuity  was  granted  to  testator's  son  on  con- 
dition that  he  should,  within  three  months, 
release  all  demands  against  testator's  estate. 
He  refused  to  sign  a  release  tendered,  and 
brought  suit  for  an  account,  and  the  court 
said  that  this  raised  the  question  whether  he 
had  forfeited  the  annuity,  and  that  this  led 
to  the  common-law  rule  as  to  conditions  prece- 
dent. If  the  court  can  put  the  parties  in  the 
same  situation  as  if  the  condition  had  been 
performed,  it  will  never  suffer  a  forfeiture  to 
attach.  And,  since  the  releaso  could  yot  be 
signed,    the   forfeiture   was   saved. 

One  cannot  secure  relief  from  the  failure  to 
perform  conditions  precedent,  unless  It  is  evi- 
dent that  the  stipulation  as  to  forfeiture  is  In 
rhe  nature  of  security.  Nelson  v.  Stephens, 
107  Wis.   1P%  82  N.   W.  163. 

See  also  cases  in  subd.  III.  b,  .'I,  3.  infra. 

III.  Forfeiture  will  he  reUeted  urhen  compen- 
sation can  he  made. 

a.  In  general. 

The  first  matter  which  is  usually  considered 
when  an  appUcatlon  Is  made  for  relief  from  a 
forfeiture  is  the  possibility  of  making  compen- 
sation In  case  relief  Is  granted.  In  case  com- 
pensation Is  possible,  the  court  will  favor  the 
suit,  while,  if  It  Is  not,  no  favor  will  be  shown. 
The  mere  fact  that  compensation  can  be  made 
Is  not  always  sufficient  to  secure  relief,  because 
the  plaintiff  may  not  show  himself  to  be  worthy 
of  equitable  relief,  or  there  may  be  matters  of 
estoppel  or  other  counter  equities  to  be  con- 
sidered. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Where  there  was  a  breach  of  a  provision  in 
the  deed  that  the  grantee  should  pay  to  the 
grantor  a  certain  amount  on  a  specified  day 
in  each  year,  the  court  held  that,  where  com- 
pensation could  be  made  in  money,  courts  of 
equity  would  relieve  against  forfeitures,  and 
compel  the  party  to  accept  a  reasonable  com- 
pensation in  money.  Gallaher  v.  Herbert,  117 
111.  160.  7  N.  B.  611. 

So  where  a  mother  devised  lands  to  her 
executors  to  pay  a  certain  amount  to  her  son, 
provided  that.  If  his  father  did  not  release  the 
goods  in  a  certain  house,  then  the  devise 
should  be  void  and  go  to  the  executors ;  and 
the  father  refused  to  make  the  release,  where- 
upon the  son  came  into  equity  (or  relief, — tht! 
father  then  offered  to  give  the  release,  but  the 
executors  claimed  a  forfeiture.  The  lord  chan- 
cellor gave  the  relief,  saying  that  It  was  a 
standing  rule  of  the  court  that  a  forfeiture 
should  not  bind  where  a  thing  may  be  done 
afterwards,  and  compensation  be  made  for  it. 
Cage  V.  Rus.sel,  2  Vent  352. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  compensation  cannot 
be  made,  that  is  an  end  of  the  case. 

So  4n  Clark  v.  Barnard.  108  U.  S.  436,  27 
L.  ed.  780,  2  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  878,  which  in- 
volved relief  against  a  forfeiture  or  penalty 
under  a  bond,  and  not  the  forfeiture  of  an 
estate,  the  court  said  that  courts  Of  equity 
will  not  interfere  in  cases  of  forfeiture  for  the 
breach  of  covenants  and  conditions  where  there 
cannot  be  any  Just  compensation  decreed  for 
the  breach. 

And  in  Huklll  v.  Guffey,  37  W.  Va.  425,  16 
S.  E.  544,  the  court,  although  holding  that 
the  question  was  not  before  It  because  the 
question  of  forfeiture  was  res  judicata,  said 
that  equity  will  not  relieve  against  forfeiture 
for  breach  of  covenants  In  a  lease  where  com- 
pensatlon  cannot  be  made.  This  applies  to 
covenants  for  repairing.  Insuring,  and  doing 
other  specific  acts. 

b.  Forfeiture  to  secure  payment  of  money. 

1.  Oencral  rule. 

If  a  forfeiture  of  an  estate  is  provided  for 
merely  to  enforce  the  prompt  payment  of  money, 
equity  will  regard  it  as  in  some  sense  simpiy 
a  provision  in  terrorem,  and,  if  interest  wHi 
compensate  for  the  want  of  prompt  payment, 
it  will  permit  the  payment  to  be  made  when 
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Messrs.  Lonis  H.  Rohr  and  John  B. 
Simmoiis,  for  appellant: 

The  conditions  in  the  deed  to  Boyle  re- 
garding the  building  and  maintenance  of 
fences,  a  farm  crossing,  and  culverts  for  the 
farm  ditches  were  true  "conditions  subse- 
quent." 

1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  638;  Gallaher  v. 
Herbert,  117  111.  160,  7  N.  E.  511;  Hoyt  v. 
Ketcham,  54  Conn.  60,  5  Atl.  606 ;  Blanchard 
V.  Detroit,  L.  d  L.  M.  R.  Co.  31  Mich.  43,  18 
Am.  Rep.   142. 

The  addition  of  a  clause  of  re-entry  makes 
it  unmistakable  that  a  condition  was  in- 
tended. 

1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  638;  Cornelius  v. 
Den,  26  N.  J.  L.  376 ;  Ellis  v.  Kyger,  90  Mo. 
600,  3  S.  W.  23;  Pepin  County  v.  Prindle, 


61  Wis.  309,  21  N.  W.  254;  Homer  v,  Chi- 
cago, M.  d  St.  P.  R.  Co.  38  Wis.  165. 

By  the  terms  of  the  deed  it  is  to  remain 
in  force  provided  the  grantee  does  the  thing 
stipulated  for;  but,  if  not,  the  land  is  to 
revert.  The  absence  of  an  express  covenant 
to  perform  has  been  held  to  furnish  proof 
that  a  condition  subsequent  is  intended. 

1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  639;  Broxcn  v.  Chi- 
cago d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  (Iowa)  82  N.  W.  1003: 
Richter  v.  Richter,  111  Ind.  456,  12  N.  E. 
698;  Blanchard  v.  Detroit,  L.  d  L.  M.  R.  Co. 
31  Mich.  43,  18  Am.  Rep.  142;  Gilchrist  v. 
Foxen,  95  Wis.  438,  70  N.  W.  585. 

Acceptance  of  a  deed  and  possession  of 
land  thereunder  hind  the  grantee  to  the  con- 
ditions   contained    therein. 

Bishop  V.  Douglass,  25  Wis.  696;   Leach 


relief  is  asked,  and  the  forfeiture  thereby 
saved. 

Equity  may  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  of  money  within  a  time  fixed.  If 
the  amount  is  tendered  together  with  interest. 
Beecher  v.  Beecher,  43  Conn.  556. 

Equity  will  relieve  against  forfeiture  of  a 
leasehold  where  it  has  been  incurred  by  neg- 
lecting to  pay  a  certain  sum  of  money  the  in- 
terest on  which  can  be  calculated  with  certain- 
ty, and  the  landlord  thereby  compensated  for 
the  inconvenience  he  may  sustain  by  the  ten- 
ant's withholding  payment.  Bacon  v.  Western 
Furniture  Co.  Wilson  Super.  Ct   (Ind,)  567. 

In  Ritchie  f.  Kansas.  N.  ft  D.  R.  Co.  55 
Kan.  36,  39  Pac.  718.  which  was  an  action  to 
recover  land  conveyed  to  a  railroad  company 
for  failure  to  maintain  a  depot  on  it,  the 
court  adopts  the  following  statement  of  the 
luw :  Wherever  a  forfeiture  is  inserted  mere- 
ly to  secure  the  payment  of  money  or  the 
performance  of  some  act  or  the  enjoyment  of 
some  right  or  benefit,  equity  regards  such  pay- 
ment, performance,  or  .enjoyment  as  the  real 
or  principal  intent  of  the  Instrument,  and  the 
forfeiture  merely  as  an  accessory,  and  will 
therefore  relieve  the  obligor  from  the  forfeiture 
whenever  the  actual  damages  sustained  by  the 
other  party  can  be  adequately  compensated. 

So  an  agreement  between  purchasers  of  real 
estate  that,  upon  the  failure  of  one  to  pay  his 
share  of  the  purchase  price,  his  interest  in 
the  land  shall  vest  in  the  other,  is  a  provision 
for  a  forfeiture  against  which  equity  will 
relieve.     Asher  v.    Pendleton,   6   Gratt    628. 

So,  where  a  contract  for  sale  of  land  pro- 
vides that  default  In  making  deferred  payments 
at  the  day  specified  shall  work  a  forfeiture  of 
the  estate,  giving  the  vendor  the  right  to  re- 
possess himself  of  the  estate,  the  provision 
will  be  regarded  as  in  the  nature  of  a  penalty, 
from  which  equity  will  relieve.  Re  Dagenham 
(Thames)  Dock  Co.  L.  R.  8  Ch.  1022. 

Where  a  mortgage  is  held  to  leave  a  condi- 
tional title  in  the  mortgagor  until  breach  of 
condition,  courts  of  equity  look  upon  provisions 
for  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  the  amounts 
due  as  in  the  nature  of  a  penalty,  and  give  re- 
lief accordingly.  This  is  done  by  allowing  the 
mortgagor  to  redeem  the  land  on  equitable 
•orms  at  any  time  before  the  right  to  do  so 
Is  barred  by  foreclosure.  These  courts,  look- 
ing at  the  substance  of  the  transaction  rather 
than  its  form,  and  with  a  view  to  giving  effect 
00  L.  R.  A. 


to  the  real  intentions  of  the  parties,  hold 
that  the  mortgage  was  a  mere  security  for 
the  payment  of  the  debt;  that  the  mortgagor 
was  the  real  beneficial  owner  of  the  land,  sub- 
ject to  the  encumbrance  of  the  mortgage;  that 
the  interest  of  the  mortgagee  was  simply  a  lien 
and  encumbrance  on  the  land,  rather  than  an 
estate  in  it.  Equity  courts,  in  allowing  a  re- 
demption after  a  forfeiture  of  the  main  estate, 
uniformly  require  the  mortgagee  to  reconvey 
to  the  mortgagor.  Barrett  v.  Hinckley,  124 
III.  32.  7  Am.  St.  Rep.  331,  14  N.  E.  863. 

In  Sanborn  v.  Woodman,  5  Cush.  36,  which 
Involved  the  power  of  a  court  of  law  to  stay 
proceedings  upon  a  writ  of  entry  to  recover 
possession  of  property  because  of  breach  of  con- 
dition to  indemnify  the  grantor  against  lia- 
bility upon  a  mortgage,  the  court  says  that, 
where  the  forfeiture  is  designed  to  secure  the 
payment  of  a  sum  of  money,  a  court  of  equity 
will  grant  relief  on  payment  of  the  money  se- 
cured, with  interest. 

In  Atkins  v.  Chilson.  11  Met.  112.  the  court 
in  considering  the  question  whether  or  not  a 
court  of  law  had  power  to  stay  a  writ  of  en- 
try for  alleged  forfeiture  of  a  lease,  said : 
That  a  court  of  equity  would  grant  relief  in  a 
case  like  this  is  not  Questioned,  and  cannot  be 
denied.  The  true  foundation  of  equitable  re- 
lief in  cases  of  forfeiture  is  limited  to  such 
cases  as  admit  of  compensation  according  to 
the  original  intent  of  the  parties.  In  all 
cases  where  the  forfeiture  is  designed  to  se- 
cure the  payment  of  a  certain  sum  of  money, 
a  court  of  equity  will  grant  relief  on  payment 
of  the  money  secured,  with  interest. 

But  in  Hancock  v.  Carlton,  6  Gray.  39.  it 
is  stated  that  how  far  and  under  what  cir- 
cumstances courts  of  equity  will  give  relief 
in  cases  of  forfeiture  by  reason  of  nonperform- 
ance of  conditions  subsequent  seems  to  be  a 
vexed  question  in  the  English  courts.  Certain- 
ly the  broad  ground  of  giving  relief  in  all 
cases  where  a  forfeiture  has  been  occasioned 
by  a  nonpayment  of  money  at  the  stipulated 
time,  upon  an  offer  to  pay  the  same  and  the 
accruing  interest,  has  not  been  fully  sanc- 
tioned. And  the  statement  of  Story  on  Equity, 
I  1323,  is  cited  to  the  effect  that  the  present 
English  doctrine  is  that  in  all  cises  of  for- 
feiture for  the  breach  of  any  covenant  other 
than  a  covenant  to  pay  rent  no  relief  will  be 
granted  in  equity,  unless  upon   the  ground  of 
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V.  Rains,   149   Ind.   152,  48   N.   E.   858;    6 
Am.  &r  £ng.  Knc.  Law,  p.  505,  subs.  4. 

Mere  breacli  of  the  condition  does  not  de- 
termine the  estate,  notwithstanding  the  deed 
expressly  provides  for  reverter  to  the  grant- 
or, but  it  will  continue  until  defeated  by  re- 
entry or  some  equivalent  Act. 

1  Jones.  Real  Pn  p.  §§  708,  712;  1  Shars- 
wood  &  B.  Real  l\\,'j.  143;  Little  Falls 
Water-Pouer  Co.  v.  Mahan,  69  Minn.  253, 
72  N.  W.  69;  Cross  v.  Carson,  8  Blackf.  138, 
44  Am.  Dec.  754;  Ellis  v.  Kyger,  90  Mo. 
600,  3  S.  W.  23. 

The  usual  way  of  taking  advantage  of  a 
condition  subsequent  is  by  an  entry  made 
for  that  purpose. 

2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  14;  1  Jones.  Real 
Prop.  §§  712,  715,  716;   1  Sharswood  &  B. 


Real  Prop.  143;  Cross  v.  Carson,  8  Blackf. 
138,  44  Am.  Dec.  742;  Boivrn  v.  Bowen,  18 
Conn.  535;  Hubbard  v.  U aboard,  97  Mass. 
188,  93  Am.  Dec.  75;  Frost  v.  Butler,  7  Me. 
225,  22  Am.  Dec.  199;  Gilchrist  v.  Foxen, 
95  Wis.  428,  70  N.  W.  585 ;  Horner  v.  Chi- 
cago, M.  d  St.  P.  R.  Co.  38  Wis.  165. 

The  present  action  was  brought  to  protect 
plaintiff's  possession  after  re-entry  by  her 
grantor,  and  after  conveyance  and  delivery 
of  possession  by  him  to  her.  She  did  not 
and  never  intended  to  bring  an  action  in 
equity  to  declare  or  enforce  a  forfeiture. 

Not  only  is  it  well  settled  that  a  forfei- 
ture cannot  be  enforced  in  that  form  of 
action  {Lawe  v.  Hyde,  39  Wis.  345;  Mills 
V.  Evansville  Seminary,  47  Wis.  362,  2  N. 
W'.  550;  Clark  V.  Drake,  3  Plnney   [Wis.] 


accident,    mistake,    fraud,    or    surprise,    where 
the  breach  is  capable  of  compenRatlon. 

As  appears  from  the  discussion  in  subd.  IV.. 
infra,  this  question  as  to  what  part  fraud,  ac- 
cident, or  mistake  plays  in  the  granting  or 
withholding  of  relief  Is  a  vexed  one ;  but,  from 
the  cases  collected  in  this  main  division,  It 
clearly  appears  that,  so  far  at  least  as  the 
American  courts  are  concerned,  where  the  for- 
feiture Is  provided  merely  to  secure  the  payment 
of  money,  relief  will  be  granted  although 
neither  of  those  special  grounds  of  equity  In- 
tervention Is  shown. 

2.  Grant  or  devise  on  condition  of  support. 

Within  the  rule  that  eqnlty  will  relieve  If 
compensation  can  be  made,  are  the  cases  in 
which  property  is  granted  or  devised  on  condi- 
tion that  support  be  furnished  to  the  grantor 
or  some  other  person  during  life.  In  most 
inch  cases  the  condition  Is  inserted  merely 
to  secure  the  prompt  payment  of  money,  and, 
except  In  cases  of  peculiar  hardship,  equity 
will  not  permit  a  forfeiture  merely  for  failure 
to   make   the   payments  promptly. 

Where  a  deed  In  escrow  Is  to  be  delivered  to 
the  grantee  upon  his  performance  of  a  condi- 
tion as  to  support  of  the  grantor,  equity  will 
relieve  from  a  breach  of  the  condition,  although 
it  Is  a  condition  precedent,  if  it  is  equitable, 
under  the  circumstances,  that  relief  shall  be 
granted.  Chipman  y.  Thompson,  Walk.  Cb. 
(Mich.)  405. 

Where  land  was  conveyed  on  condition  of  the 
payment  of  quarterly  instalments  to  the  grant- 
or, the  court  held  that  failure  to  imy  did  not 
work  an  absolute  frrfeiture,  but  that  the  failure 
must  be  taken  advantage  of  by  the  grantor; 
l>ut  added  that  the  circumstances  are  such 
that  a  court  of  equity  would  have  relieved 
against  the  forfeiture,  even  if  the  condition 
had  been  abiiolute.  Berryman  y.  Schumaker, 
67  Tex.  314,  3  S.  W.  46. 

A  deed  upon  condition  to  maintain  the  grant- 
or, involving  a  forfeiture  upon  failure  to  per- 
form, was  held,  in  Spaulding  v.  llallenbcck, 
39  Barb.  79,  to  be  Intended  as  a  security  In  the 
nature  of  a  penalty  for  the  performance.  The 
court  said  It  was  a  condition  subsequent,  and. 
upon  failure  to  fulfil  its  requirements,  the 
grantor  had  a  right  to  re-enter  upon  the  prem- 
ises. If  the  grantee  refused  to  comply  with 
these  conditions  he  forfeited  his  estate.  It  was 
69  !>.  R.  A. 


the  penalty  which  he  consented  to  accept  as  a 
condition  of  the  grant.  In  all  such  cases  equity 
will  relieve. 

In  Shade  v.  Oldroyd,  39  Kan.  313,  18  Pac. 
198,  a  conveyance  had  been  made  in  considera- 
tion of  the  yearly  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to 
the  grantor  during  life,  upon  condition  that  a 
failure  to  pay  at  the  time  and  in  the  manner 
specified  would  forfeit  all  right  and  interest 
in  the  premises.  Payments  were  not  made 
when  due,  and  forfeiture  was  declared,  and 
ejectment  was  brought  to  recover  possession  of 
the  property.  There  was  Judgment  for  de- 
fendants, and  the  court,  without  discussing  the 
question  how  the  defense  could  be  made  in 
that  form  of  action,  affirms  the  Judgment,  stat- 
ing that  this  was  a  case  in  which  a  strict  for- 
feiture could  not  be  Insisted  upon,  the  con- 
dition being  one  for  the  payment  of  money  only, 
and  all  preceding  payments  having  been  made 
without  much  regard  to  the  precise  time  of 
their  maturity.  The  court,  in  the  headnote, 
says  that  equity  will  not  enforce  such  a  for- 
feiture on  slight  grounds ;  but,  since  the  ac- 
tion was  at  law  for  possession  of  the  property, 
and  not  In  equity  for  a  forfeiture.  It  Is  difilcult 
to  see  on  what  theory  the  court  acted. 

In  Bethlehem  v.  Annis,  40  N.  H.  34,  77  Am. 
Dec.  700,  it  Is  Intimated  that  relief  may  be 
afforded  by  equity  for  breach  of  a  condition  to 
furnish  life  support,  upon  the  ordinary  prin- 
ciples by  which  parties  are  relieved  from  other 
penalties. 

In  Donnelly  v.  Eastes,  94  Wis.  390,  60  N. 
W.  157,  a  conveyance  of  a  farm  in  considera- 
tion of  support  of  the  grantor  during  life  was 
held  to  create  a  condition  subsequent :  and  the 
court  held  that,  even  If  the  title  had  revested, 
under  the  terms  of  the  deed,  upon  breach  of 
the  condition,  the  court  was  not  powerless  to 
relieve  from   the  consequences   thereof. 

In  Messersmith  v.  Messersmith,  22  Mo.  369, 
the  court  held  that,  where  a  son  to  whom  his 
mother  had  deeded  land  on  condition  that  he 
support  her  for  life  died  before  she  did.  but 
there  was  property  enough  to  comply  with  the 
condition,  equity  would  relieve  from  the  for- 
feiture. The  court  says  the  ground  of  equi- 
table interference  is  that  we  ought  to  presiime 
the  object  of  entering  into  the  contract  was 
its  fulfilment,  and  not  an  infliction  of  injury 
on  one  side,  nor  the  acquisition  of  a  collateral 
advantage  on  the  other :  that,  when  this  object 
is  frustrated,  the  intention  of  the  nartles  wll 
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228;  1  Jonea,  Real  Prop.  §  731;  2  Story, 
£q.  Jur.  §  13l9),  but  it  is  equally  well  set- 
tled that  only  the  grantor  can  take  advan- 
tage of  a  condition  subsequent,  and  that  un- 
til re-entry  he  has  no  interest  in  the  land 
which  he  can  convey;  so  that  Mrs.  Ma- 
ginnia's  rigl.t  depends  entirely  upon  the 
title  having  revested  by  act  of  her  grantor 
before  the  conveyance  to  her. 

2  Devlin,  Deeds,  §  969;  Martindale,  Conv. 
§  124;  1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §§  708,  723,  723; 
Hoyt  V.  Ketcham,  54  Conn.  60,  5  Atl.  60(5; 
Upington  v.  Corrxgan,  151  N.  Y.  143,  37 
I..  R.  A.  794,  45  N.  E.  359;  Ruch  v.  Rock 
Island,  07  U.  S.  693,  24  L.  ed.  1101;  Boone 
V.Clark,  129  111.  406,  5  L.  R.  A.  276,  21 
N.  E.  850;  Den  ex  dent.  Flouthard  V.  Cen- 
tral R.  Co.  26  N.  J.  L.  21. 

There  being  no  time  specified  in  the  deed 


for  performance  of  the  conditions,  the  rule 
prevails  that  tliey  must  be  performed  with- 
in a  reasonable  time. 

1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  682;  6  Am.  &  Erii:. 
Enc.  Law,  p.  505;  Ellis  v.  Kyger,  00  Mo. 
600,  3  S,  \V.  23. 

Demand  of  performance  is  unnecessary,, 
except  where  tiie  act  to  be  performed  de- 
pends upon  some  previous  or  contempora- 
neous act  to  be  done  by  the  grantor. 

1  Smith,  I^ad.  Cas.  8th  ed.  132;  1  Sharv 
wood  &  B.  Real  Prop,  i  144;  Langley  v. 
Chapin,  134  Mass.  82;  Plumb  v.  Tubbs,  41 
N.  Y.  442;  Liebrand  v.  Otto,  56  Cal.  242; 
W'hitton  v.  M'hitton,  38  N.  H.  127,  75  Am. 
Doc.  163;  7:;//i«  v.  Klkhart  Car  ^Vorks  Co. 
07  Ind.  247;  Koijal  v.  Anlttuan  d  T.  Co,  116 
Ind.  424,  2  L.  R.  A.  526,  19  N.  E.  202. 

A  condition  subsequent  is  not  waived  bv 


be  best  carried  out  by  substituting  an  equiva- 
lent in  Its  stead,  and  not  by  enforclnK  a  re- 
covery which  Is  excessive  In  value  and  different 
In  nature;  and  relief,  we  believe,  Is  never 
denied  where  the  breach  Is  accidental  and  with- 
out fault,  and  admits  of  compensation. 

In  Austin  v.  Uaymond,  0  Vt.  420,  a  fatber 
granted  his  farm  to  bis  son,  taking  back  a 
mortgage  to  secure  support  The  son  gave  a 
second  mortgage  upon  tbe  property,  bccuine  In- 
solvent, and  left  the  country.  Tbe  father 
thereupon  attempted  to  enforce  a  forielture  ot 
the  farm  for  breach  of  the  condition  of  the 
mortgage,  but  the  court  held  that,  in  favor  of 
the  second  mortgagee,  it  would  allow  him  to 
make  compensation  for  the  nupport.  and  re- 
tain  his   IntereNt   In  the  property. 

But  In  Dunklee  v.  Adams.  20  Vt.  415,  60 
Am.  Dec.  44,  the  court  held  that  relief  will 
not  be  granted  In  equity  against  forfeiture  for 
breach  of  a  condition  requiring  the  grantee  to 
furnish  personal  care  and  attention  to  the 
grantor.  In  such  case  the  time  of  the  per- 
formance Is  of  the  very  essence  of  the  contract. 
It  Is  Impossible  to  put  the  covenantee  In  the 
precise  situation  he  would  have  been  in  if  the 
<2ondltion  had  been  performed.  The  court  dis- 
tinguishes Austin  V.  Uaymond,  9  Vt.  420,  on 
the  ground  that  that  was  not  a  bill  for  relict 
against  a  forfrlture. 

In  Henry  v.  Tupper,  29  Vt.  358.  the  court 
considered  that  the  qucrttlon  had  not  been  settled 
by  either  the  Austin  or  Dunklee  Case,  and 
proceeded  to  examine  It  de  novo.  The  ques- 
tion In  that  case  arose  upon  a  deed  with  a  de- 
feasance clause  by  which  It  was  to  become  void 
in  case  the  grantor,  inter  alia,  furnished  sup- 
port to  the  grantee.  The  court  said  that  in 
such  cases  relief  should  be  afforded  with  more 
reserve  and  cIrcnmsi)ectIon  than  In  ordinary 
cases  of  collateral  duties.  And,  although  we 
are  not  prepared  to  say  that  It  must  appear 
that  In  all  cases  the  failure  arises  from  sur- 
prise, or  accident,  or  mistake,  we  certainly 
should  not  grant  relief  when  the  omission  was 
wilful  and  wanton,  or  attended  with  suffering 
or  serious  Inconvenience  to  the  obligee,  or  there 
is  any  good  ground  to  apprehend  a  recurrence 
of  the  failure  to  perform.  The  court  says 
there  are  cases  where  the  default  is  of  so 
gross  a  nature  that  not  to  afford  relief  will 
be  to  make  the  court  almost  partaker  in  the 
tl9  L.  K.  A. 


offense.  But,  on  the  other  hand,  there  are 
cases  where,  through  mere  inadvertence,  a 
technical  breach  may  have  occurred,  by  reason 
of  which  an  estate  of  great  value  is  likely  to  d^ 
forfeited,  where  the  collateral  service  was  not 
of  a  great  value  and  its  absence  is  not  attended 
with  serious  inconvenience  to  the  obligee.  Not 
to  afford  relief  in  such  case  would  be  a  dis- 
credit to  the  enlightened  Jurisprudence  of  the 
English  nation,  and  those  American  states 
which  have  attempted  to  follow  the  same  model. 
So  equity  will  not  relieve  against  breach  of 
a  condition  In  a  deed  to  support  the  grantor 
and  his  wife  during  life,  where  the  breach  con- 
sists of  profane  abuse  and  heartless  neglect 
UoweU  y.  Jewett,  69  Me.  293. 

8.  Orant  or  devise  on  condition  of  poymenl  ef 
money. 

Such  conditions  are  usually  treated  as  mere 
securities,  and  the  forfeiture  Is  saved  If  com- 
pensation Is  made. 

Where  land  was  devised  on  condition  that 
the  devisee  should  pay  a  certain  sum  to  the 
heir  at  law  in  yearly  payments,  the  heir  en- 
tered for  nonpayment  of  one  of  the  Instal- 
ments, and  claimed  that  equity  ought  not  to 
relieve,  since  to  do  so  would  be  in  disherison 
of  the  heir.  But  It  was  held  that  the  entry 
was  only  to  enforce  payment,  and  that  equity 
could  give  Interest  for  the  sum  from  the  time 
payment  w^as  due,  and  Vould  relieve.  Grlmston 
V.  Bruce,  1  Salk.  156,  2  Vern.  594. 

Where  land  was  conveyed  In  trust  upon  con- 
dition that.  If  the  grantor's  son  raised  a  por- 
tion for  his  younger  children  within  six  months 
after  the  death  of  the  grantor,  the  proi^eriy 
was  to  be  conveyed  to  him ;  and  the  son  noi:- 
lee  ted  to  raise  the  portion,  and  died. — In  a 
controversy  between  his  grantees  and  parties 
claiming  a  forfeiture,  the  court  held  that  it 
looked  upon  the  condition  precedent  as  In  the 
nature  of  a  penalty,  and  would  regard  the  in- 
lent  of  the  trust  so  that,  upon  compliance  wlta 
(he  condition,  relief  would  be  given  to  the 
grantees  of  the  son.  Wallls  v.  Crimes,  1  Ch. 
(as.  89. 

Where  land  was  devised  to  testator's  son. 
charged  with  an  annual  rent  to  testator's  widow 
during  life,  and  with  the  payment  of  a  valiut- 
tlon   to  be  put  on  it  after  the  widow's   death 
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mere  indulgenoe  or  silent  acquiescence  in 
grantee's  failure  to  perform,  unless  there  is 
shown  some  element  of  estoppel. 

1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  705;  2  Devlin, 
Deeds,  §  059;  6  Am.  A  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  508; 
Rot/al  V.  Aultman  cf-  T.  Co.  116  Ind.  424,  2 
L.  R.  A.  526;  19  N.  lei.  202;  Pepin  County  v. 
Prindle,  61  Wis.  301,  21  N.  W.  254;  Rowell 
T.  Jewett,  71  Me.  408;  Upington  v.  Corri- 
gan,  151  N.  Y.  143,  37  L.  R.  A.  794,  45  N. 
E.  359. 

Uhen  made  re-entry  upon  these  premises 
in  due  legal  form.  Such  act  of  re-entry 
invested  him  with  the  full  legal  title  to 
the  premises. 

Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  716;  Brickett  v.  8pof- 
ford,  14  Gray,  514;  Hancock  v.  Carlton,  6 
<3ray,  60;  Botoen  v.  Boicen,  18  Conn.  635; 
O'Brien    v.    Doe,    6    Ala.    787;    Dugan    v. 


Thomas,  79  Me.  221,  9  Atl,  364;  Barker  v. 
Cobb,  36  N.  H.  344;  Gilchrist  V.  Foxen,  95 
Wis.  428,  70  N.  W.  585, 

And,  having  such  title,  he  could  convey 
the  premises  to  another. 

Homer  v.  Chicago,  M.  d  8t.  P.  R.  Co,  38 
Wis.  165;  Langley  v.  Chapin,  134  Mass.  82. 

It  is  not  in  general  necessary  that  damag:e 
should  ensile  to  a  grantor  in  order  that  he 
may  avail  himself  of  the  breach  of  a  con- 
dition subsequent. 

Gray  v.  Blanchard,  8  Pick.  289;  Pepin 
County  V.  Prindle,  61  Wis.  309,  21  N.  W. 
254;  2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  §  17,  p.  19;  Clapp 
V.  Wilder,  176  Mass.  332,  50  L.  R.  A.  123, 
57  N.  E.  692. 

Conditions  subsequent  are  as  binding  up- 
on liiilroad  corporations  as  upon  natural 
persons. 


and  paid  by  the  devisee  for  the  benefit  of  tbn 
residuary  estate,  and  the  devisee  died  without 
having  paid  the  valuation,  whereupon  the  re- 
siduary devisees  sought  to  obtain  possession 
■of  the  land,  the  court  said  if  the  provision  was 
■a  condition  equity  would  relieve  the  devisee 
from  a  forfeiture  by  his  performance  of  the 
•condition  by  paying  the  money,  with  interest, 
from  the  date  of  the  valuation.  Hart  v.  Ho- 
miller,  20  Pa.  248. 

Where  an  estate  was  devised  on  condition 
that  a  certain  sum  should  be  paid  to  each  of 
the  daughters  of  the  grantor,  and  the  devisee 
refused  to  pay  the  money  for  three  years,  and 
then  came  In  and  tendered  payment,  the  chan- 
-cellor  held  that,  although,  in  strictness  of  law, 
the  estate  was  forfeited  on  nonpayment  of  the 
money,  yet,  this  was  but  a  security  for  money, 
which  having  been  tendered,  there  was  no  dam- 
■age,  and  so  the  forfeiture  was  saved.  Wheeler 
V.  Whithall.  Preem.  Ch.  9,   2  Eq.  Cas.   Abr.   360. 

In  Hayard  v.  Augell,  1  Vern.  223,  where  the 
question  was  whether  the  death  of  one  of  the 
•daughters  before  signing  the  release  defeated  a 
provision  of  a  portion  for  testator's  three 
daughters  if  they  should  release  certain  lands 
to  his  heir,  the  lord  keeper  said  that,  in  all 
■cases  where  the  matter  lies  in  compensation 
by  the  condition  precedent  or  subsequent,  he 
thought  there  ought  to  be  relief. 

Upon  devise  of  testator's  real  estate  to  his 
kinsmen  upon  payment  of  a  certain  sum  to 
each  of  testator's  daughters  within  a  specified 
time,  the  money  was  not  paid,  and  the  heirs 
at  law  entered;  but  equity  relieved  the  devisee 
notwithstanding  the  devise  was  in  disherison 
•of  the  heir.     Barnardlston  v.  Fane,  2  Vern.  366. 

Where  land  was  devised  in  trust  for  the  use 
of  testator's  daughter  for  life  with  remainder 
to  her  children,  provided  she  pay  a  certain 
sum  to  testator's  executors  within  a  specified 
time;  and  there  was  a  failure  to  pay, — the 
-court  granted  relief  to  the  remainder-men  on 
the  ground  that  It  was  clearly  a  devise  on 
condition  subsequent,  in  which  compensation 
-could  be  made.  Carpenter  v.  Westcott  4  K. 
I.  22-1. 

Where  real  estate  is  divlsed  on  condition  that 
money  be  paid  by  the  devisee  to  another  within 
«  specified  time,  equity  will  relieve  a  forfeiture 
for  failure  to  comply  with  the  condition  within 
«f39  L.  R.  A. 


the    time,    since    compensation    can    be    made. 
Walker  v.  Wheeler,  2  Conn.  299. 

And  that  case  was  followed  in  Bowen  v.  Bow- 
en,  20  Conn.  127. 

So  where  a  deed  was  given  upon  condition 
that  It  should  be  void  'upon  failure  of  the 
grantee  to  pay  a  bond  within  a  certain  time, 
which  was  permitted  to  elapse  without  making 
the  payment,  it  was  held  that  equity  had  Juris- 
diction of  a  suit  to  redeem.  Rogan  v.  Walker, 
1  Wis.  527.  The  court  applied  the  rule  that 
equity  will  relieve  against  a  condition  sub 
sequent  whenever  compensation  can   be   made. 

So,  where  an  estate  devised  on  condition  of 
the  payment  of  certain  debts  of  the  testator  In 
relief  of  the  surety  Is  sold  for  the  payment  of 
such  debts,  the  surplus  will  be  decreed  to  the 
devisees,  and  not  to  testator's  heirs,  for  the 
reason  that  equity  will  relieve  against  the 
forfeiture,  full  compensation  having  been  made. 
Thompson  v.  Whipple,  5  R.  I.  144. 

Where  land  was  devised  upon  condition  that 
testator's  debts  and  legacies  should  be  r'^aid 
by  the  devisee  within  two  months  after  the 
death  of  testator's  wife;  and  the  heir  entered 
for  breach  of  the  condition  In  the  failure  to 
pay  certain  legacies  within  the  time;  where- 
upon the  assignee  of  the  devisee  sought  relief 
in  equity, — the  reporter  states  that  the  court, 
upon  view  of  precedents  In  cases  of  like  nature, 
was  clear  of  opinion  to  give  relief  to  the 
plaintiffs  notwithstanding  the  fo'rfelture.  Un- 
derwood V.  Sw^n,  1  Rep.  In  Ch.  161. 

In  Bland  v.  Mlddleton,  2  Ch.  Cas.  1,  testator 
devised  his  land  to  his  daughter,  but  provided 
that  in  case  his  son  should  pay  her  a  certain 
amount  by  a  day  named  he  should  have  the 
land.  The  money  was  not  paid,  and  the  daugh- 
ter sold  the  land.  There  is  nothing  in  the  re- 
port of  the  case  to  show  the  nature  of  the  ac- 
tion, but  it  is  stated  that  it  was  decreed  against 
the  vendee,  he  paying  the  money.  That  would 
seem  to  hnply  that  the  action  was  against  him 
for  specific  performance,  and  that  the  condi- 
tion was  held  to  be  no  defense.  However,  the 
report  continues :  "He  took  it  but  in  the  na- 
ture of  a  security;"  although  it  was  objected 
that  "this  is  a  contingent  devise  to  the  sou  on 
payment,"  which  would  Indicate  that  the  con- 
troversy was  between  the  son  and  the  grantee. 
The  reporter  appends  a  query  as  to  the  correct- 
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Homer  v.  Chicago,  M.  d  8t.  F.  R.  Co.  38 
Wis.  165;  Schlesinger  v.  Kansas  City  d  8. 
R.  Co,  152  U.  S.  444,  38  L.  ed.  507,  14  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  647 ;  Indianapolis,  P.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v. 
Hood,  66  Ind.  580;  Taylor  v.  Cedar  Rapids 
d  8t.  P,  JK.  Co.  25  Iowa,  371 ;  Owenshoro  d  N. 
R.  Co.  V.  GHffith,  92  Ky.  137, 17  S.  W.  277; 
Howell  V.  Long  Island  R.  Co.  37  Hun,  381. 

Bieacli  followed  by  re-entry  not  on^y  de- 
vests the  title  oi  tlie  original  grantee,  liut 
avoids  all  intermediate  rights  acquired  by 
third  parties. 

Gilchrist  v.  Foxen,  96  Wis.  428,  70  N.  W. 
585;  Sohlesinger  v.  Kansas  City  d  8.  R»  Co. 
152  U.  S.  444,  38  L.  ed.  507,  14  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  647;  Barker  V.  Cohh,  36  N.  H.  344. 

Land  could  not  be  taken  under  the  right 
of  eminent  domain  for  such  a  track  as  this. 


Hays  V.  Risher,  32  Pa.  169;  Chicago  d  E. 
I.  R.  Co.  V.  Wiltse,  116  111.  449,  6  N.  E.  49; 
Sholl  v.  German  Coal  Co.  118  111.  427,  69 
Am.  Rep.  379.  10  N.  E.  199;  Gustafson  v. 
Hamm,  50  Minn,  334,  22  L.  R.  A.  5C.i,  57 
N.  W.  1064;  Glaessner  v.  Anheuser-Busch 
Brewing  Asao.  100  Mo.  508,  13  S.  W.  707; 
Pittsburg,  W.  d  K.  R.  Co.  v.  Benwood  Iron 
Works,  31  W.  Va.  710,  2  L.  R.  A.  680.  8 
S.  E.  453;  Re  Split  Rock  Cable  Raid  Co. 
128  N.  Y.  408,  28  N.  E.  506. 

Numerous  cases  will  be  found  in  the  re- 
ports where  chancery  has  sustained  an  ac- 
tion, after  condition  broken  and  re-entry, 
to  remove  a  cloud  on  the  title  by  cancelino^ 
the  conveyance  containing  such  condition. 

Gilchrist  v.  Foxen,  95  Wis.  428,  70  N.  W. 


ness  of  the  decision,  and  the  report  of  the  case 
is  such  as  to  make  it  of  little  value. 

Where  a  man  devised  his  land  to  his  oldest 
daughter  upon  condition  that  within  six  months 
she  should  pay  certain  sums  to  her  sisters,  on 
default  of  which  the  second  should  have  the 
same  privilege,  and  so  on,  and  the  oldest  did 
not  make  the  payment  within  six  months,  the 
court  held  that  It  would  enlarge  the  time  of 
payment  beyond  the  six  months,  even  In  case 
of  a  condition  precedent.  Woodman  y.  Blake,  2 
Vern.  222.  The  reporter,  In  a  note,  states  that 
this  case  appears  to  have  been  reversed  by  the 
House  of  Lords  January  14,  1691. 

And  in  an  earlier  case  It  had  been  held  that, 
where  a  testator  devised  his  land  to  his  oldest 
daughter  "if  she  shall  pay  a  certain  amount 
to  her  sisters  In  six  months,  and,  If  she  shall 
not,  then  the  others  in  turn  to  have  the  same 
privilege,"  time  Is  of  the  essence  of  the  condi- 
tion, and  equity  will  not  enlarge  it.  Maston  v. 
WlUoughby,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  211,  5  Vln.  Abr. 
93,  pi.  12. 

And  where  a  father  made  a  voluntary  set- 
tlement on  his  eldest  son,  with  a  provision  that. 
If  he  did  not  pay  a  certain  sum  to  the  second 
son  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  the  estate,  both 
in  law  and  in  equity,  should  cease ;  and  the  eld- 
est son  did  not  comply  with  the  condition, 
whereupon  the  father  made  a  new  settlement, — 
the  court  refused  to  relieve,  because,  the  set- 
tlement being  merely  voluntary,  the  father 
might  make  such  conditions  as  he  thought  flt 
Longdale  ▼.  Longdale,  1  Vern.  456. 

4.  Jfonpayment  of  rent. 

Perhaps  the  most  familiar  Instance  of 
equitable  relief  is  its  prevention  of  a  land- 
lord's attempted  termination  of  the  lease  for 
nonpayment  of  rent 

Relief  may  be  granted  for  breach  of  covenr  '\t 
to  pay  rent,  although  the  rent  is  a  rackrcoi 
equal  to  the  value  of  the  land.  Taylor  v. 
Knight,  4  Vln.  Abr.  chap.  Y,  pi.  31,  p.  40(5. 
The  decision  was  made  against  the  contention 
that  the  rule  of  relief  extends  only  to  beneficial 
leases,  where  fines  have  been  paid  or  great 
sums  laid  out  in  improvements,  so  that  the  ten- 
ant Is  a  sort  of  purchaser  of  part  of  the  interest 
In  the  term.  The  court  held  that  In  this  and 
the  like  cases  the  clause  of  re-entry  Is  In  the 
nature  of  a  penalty,  and  therefore  rellevablf 
09  L.  R.  A. 


in  a  court  of  equity  upon  making  satisfaction 
to  the  injured  party. 

In  Doe  ex  dem.  Jersey  v.  Smith,  7  Price,  H26. 
Wood,  B.,  in  observing  upon  the  statute  reg- 
ulating the  relation  of  landlord  and  tenant  says 
that  before  its  passage,  even  If  the  landlord 
had  succeeded  in  making  out  a  case  for  eject- 
ment, it  was  the  uniform  practice  of  courts  of 
equity  to  relieve  the  tenant  against  the  for- 
feiture upon  payment  of  the  rent  and  costs. 

Equity  will  relieve  a  lessee  from  forfeiture 
for  nonpayment  of  rent  wl  ere  there  is  a  pro- 
viso in  the  lease  that  in  that  case  the  leaw 
shall  be  void,  as  well  as  where  there  Is  a  mere 
power  of  re-entry.  Bowser  v.  Colby,  1  Hare, 
109. 

In  Gamer  v.  Hannah,  6  Duer,  262,  whicb 
was  an  action  Involving  a  forfeiture  of  a  lease- 
hold for  nonpayment  of  rent,  the  court  says: 
I  take  the  rule  to  be  well  settled  that  equitj 
will  readily,  where  the  breach  Is  not  wllfuU 
relieve  from  a  forfeiture,  as  where  the  stipula- 
tion Is  obtained  as  a  mere  security  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  and  precise  compensation  can 
be  made.  And  the  tenant  cannot  be  prejudiced 
as  to  this  relief  by  the  mere  fact  that  judgment 
Is  obtained  In  favor  of  the  landlord. 

Equity  will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  for 
nonpayment  of  rent,  unless  the  defaulting  par- 
ty, by  his  iij^qultable  conduct,  has  debarred 
himself  from  such  relief,  or  the  special  cir- 
cumstances show  that  the  relief  should  not 
be  given.  Sunday  I^ke  Mln.  Co.  v.  Wakefield. 
72  Wis.  204,  39  N.  W.   136. 

In  Kemble  v.  Graff,  6  Phlla.  402,  the  court 
granted  relief  against  a  forfeiture  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rent  where  the  rent  was  tenderea  after 
only  a  few  days'  delay,  and  no  injury  had  been 
done  to  the  lessor. 

Equity  will  relieve  from  the  forfeiture  of  * 
lease  if  the  tenant  acts  In  good  faith  and 
pi-omptly  pays  the  rent  when  demanded,  or 
before  the  landlord  suffers  loss  or  inconven- 
ience from  the  default.  Wilson  v.  Jones,  1 
Bush,  173. 

The  true  ground  of  relief  from  forfeiture  of 
a  leasehold  for  nonpayment  of  rent  Is  from  tHe 
original  Intent  of  the  case  where  the  forfeiture 
Is  designed  only  to  secure  money,  and  the  court 
can,  by  way  of  recompense,  give  all  that  wbs 
expected  or  de.sired.  The  right  to  redeem  and 
continue  the  lease,  even  after  forfeiture  and  re- 
entry, exists  whenever  the  lessee  will  pay  what 
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585;  Licbrand  v.  Otlo,  56  Cal.  242;  Bir- 
mingham  v.  Lesan,  76  Me.  485;  Mott  v. 
Danville  Seminary,  129  111.  403,  21  N.  E. 
927;  Harper  v.  Tidholniy  155  111.  370,  40  N. 
E.  575;  McClcllan  v.  Coffin,  93  Ind.  456; 
Indianapolis,  P.  <&  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Hood,  66 
Ind.  580;  Richter  v.  Richter,  111  Ind.  450, 
12  N.  E.  698;  Memphis  d  C.  R,  Co.  v.  l^etgh- 
horSy  51  Miss.  412;  Viclcshurg  d  M.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ragsdale,  54  Miss.  200. 

Part  performance  will  not  prevent  forfei- 
ture for  failure  to  complete  the  performance. 

Uowell  V.  Jewett,  71  Me.  408. 

Messrs.  Thomas  M.  'Kearney  and 
James  Cavanaeli,  for  respondents: 

A  court  of  equit}'  will  not  entertain  an 
action  to  aid  or  enforce  a  forfeiture. 

Clark   V.   Drake,   3   Pinney    (Wis.)    228; 


Lawe  V.  Hyde,  39  Wis.  346;  Pom.  Eq.  Jur. 
§  459;  Donnelly  v.  Bastes,  94  Wis.  390,  69 
N.  W.  157;  Stringer  v.  Keokuk,  Mt.  P.  d 
N,  R.  Co.  59  Iowa,  277,  13  N.  W.  308. 

The  appellant  induced  her  grantor,  not 
for  any  apparent  benefit  to  himself,  but  to 
enable  her  to  carry  on  a  controversy  of 
doubtful  propriety  with  the  railway  com- 
pany, to  go  with  her  legal  and  other  repre- 
sentatives to  the  vicinity  of  this  strip  and 
the  railway  track  thereon,  and  u>  join  with 
her  in  tearing  down  and  destroying  fences 
which  her  grantor  had  recently  requested 
defendants  to  construct,  and  in  building  bar- 
riers across  the  railway  track,  then  in  use. 
The  manner  of  this  entry  is  forbidden  by 
the  statutes  of  this  state. 

Wis.  Rev.  Stat.  §  3360. 


is  due,  and.  If  the  lessor  declines  to  receive  It 
when  tendered,  the  amount  will  be  ordered  paid 
into  court,  and  he  will  be  enjoined  from  oust- 
ing the  tenant.  Laurence  v.  Savannah,  71  Ga. 
39-2. 

A  condition  for  forfeiture  for  nonpayment 
of  rent  is  relieved  against  In  equity  on  payment 
of  the  rent  due  and  damages  which  the  lessor 
may  have  sustained.  Abrams  v.  Watson,  59 
Ala.  524.  And  the  court  says  further  that  a 
Judgment  in  favor  of  the  lessor  In  an  action  of 
unlawful  detainer  or  of  ejectment  does  not  bar 
relief  In  equity,  because  in  such  action  the 
right  of  possession  alone  is  Involved.  The  only 
inquiry  the  court  can  make  is  whether  the  lease 
has  been  forfeited  and  the  lessor  has  the  rignt 
of  entry.  There  can  be  no  set-off  or  recoup- 
ment allowed  the  lessee  because  of  the  lessor's 
breach  of  covenants. 

Courts  of  equity  are  governed  by  the  same 
rules,  in  the  exercise  of  their  Jurisdiction  to 
stay  a  Judgment  In  ejectment  for  forfeiture  of 
a  leasehold  estate  for  nonpayment  of  rent,  as 
are  courts  of  law.  All  arrears  of  rent,  Interest, 
and  costs  must  be  paid  or  tendered.  If  there 
be  no  special  reason  to  the  contrary,  an  in- 
junction thereupon  goes  to  restrain  further 
steps  to  enforce  the  forfeiture.  The  grounds 
upon  which  a  court  of  equity  proceeds  are,  that 
the  rent  Is  the  object  of  the  parties,  and  the 
forfeiture  only  an  Incident  Intended  to  se- 
cure Its  payment;  that  ine  measure  of  damages 
Is  flxed  and  certain ;  and  that  when  the  princi- 
pal and  interest  are  paid  the  compensation  is 
foniplete.  Sheets  v.  Selden,  7  Wall.  416,  19  L. 
€d.  166. 

There  are  circumstances,  however,  which 
would  make  It  plainly  Inequitable  to  grant  re- 
lief to  the  lessee.  The  courts  have  used  vari- 
ous terms  In  attempting  to  describe  these  cir- 
cumstances. 

In  Little  Rock  Granite  Co.  v.  Shall.  59  Ark. 
40r>,  27  8.  W.  r>62.  the  court  says  equity  will 
relieve  from  a  forfeiture  for  breach  of  condi- 
tion to  pay  rent  at  a  specified  time  upon  the 
notion  that  such  condition  and  forfeiture  arc 
intended  merely  as  a  security  for  the  payment 
of  money  the  amount  of  which  can  be  ascer- 
tained, unless  the  violation  of  the  contract  is 
the  result  of  gross  negligence,  or  Is  wilful  and 
persistent. 

But  the  fact  that  the  failure  Is  wilful  Is  not 
In  ail  cases  sufficient  to  defeat  the  relief. 

In  Mactier  v.  Osl>orn,  146  Mass.  399,  4  Am. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


St.  Rep.  323.  15  N.  E.  641,  the  court  says, 
where  there  has  been  a  breach  of  a  covenant  to 
pay  rent  equity  will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture 
although  the  breach  is  wilful  on  the  part  of  the 
lessee;  and  where  there  has  been  a  breach  of 
a  covenant  to  perform  some  collateral  duty, 
such  as  to  repair  or  Insure,  which  has  been 
caused  by  accident  or  mistake,  equity  will  re- 
lieve if  the  lessor  can,  by  compensation  or 
otherwise,  be  placed  In  the  same  condition  as 
If  the  breach  had  not  occurred. 

On  the  other  hand,  It  has  been  held  that  the 
breach  of  a  condition  giving  a  right  of  re-entry 
for  failure  to  pay  rent  need  not  be  wilful  to 
prevent  the  interposition  of  equity.  The  court 
says  if,  through  accident  or  mistake,  or  the 
misleading  conduct  of  the  lessor,  the  lessee  has 
failed  to  comply  with  the  covenants  of  the 
lease,  and  adequate  compensation  can  be  made 
for  the  breach,  relief  will  be  afforded,  there 
lieing  no  wilful  and  culpable  neglect  on  the 
part  of  the  lessee.  But  it  does  not  follow  that, 
because  equity  will  afford  relief  in  u  proper 
case  where  the  breach  of  the  covenant  nas  not 
been  wilful,  it  will  do  so  in  all  cases  where  ^t 
has  not  been  wilful.  It  will  deny  It  in  all 
cases  where  it  has  been  wilful,  and  grant  it, 
where  It  has  not  been  wilful.  In  such  cases 
as  come  within  the  domain  of  equitable  relief. 
Randolph  v.  Mitchell  (Tex.  Civ.  A  pp.)  51  S. 
W.  297. 

Noncompliance  with  tue  condition  after  de- 
mand Is  a  wilful  neglect  from  which  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  relieve.  Chesterman  v.  Mann. 
9  Hare,  206. 

In  Case  120.  Freem.  Ch.  115,  It  Is  said  that 
where  a  lease  Is  forfeited  for  nonpayment  ot 
rent  It  Is  a  usual  equity  for  the  court  to  de- 
cree, upon  payment  of  the  arrears,  that  tne 
lessor  shall  make  a  new  lease  with  like  cove- 
nants, but  In  some  cases  It  will  not;  so.  If 
there  be  any  unreasonable  covenants,  and  the 
party  has  once  legally  discharged  himself  of 
them,  the  court  will  not  compel  him  to  make 
(he  same  covenants  again. 

It  would  seem  that  the  most  that  can  be  said 
Is  that  the  relief  will  depend  upon  the  equities 
of  the  case  being  refused  whenever  It  would 
seem  to  be  inequitable  to  grant  it. 

In  Davis  v.  Thomas,  1  Russ.  &  M.  506,  It 
is  stated  that  where  a  tenant  Is  given  the 
privilege  of  purchasing  within  a  certain  time 
on  condition  that  the  rent  Is  promptly  paid, 
failure  to  comply  with  the  condition  will  ter- 
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The  conduct  of  Ulien  in  treating  obliga- 
tions imposed  upon  the  grantee  in  the  deed 
of  the  strip  of  land  referred  to  as  contin- 
uing obligations,  after  default,  and  in  in- 
sisting upon  and  accepting  performance  up 
to  what  was  practically  the  time  of  the 
alleged  re-entry,  constitutes  a  waiver  of  his 
right  to  declare  the  title  forfeited,  if  such 
right  ever  existed. 

2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  5th  ed.  pp.  20,  21; 
Fry,  Spec.  Perf.  pp.  536,  537;  Parsons, 
Contr.  539;  Yancey  v.  Savannah  d  W.  R. 
Co.  101  Ala.  234,  13  So.  311;  Ludlow  v. 
New  York  d  H.  R.  Co.  12  Barb.  440. 

Considering  the  conditions  as  conditions 
subsequent,  instead  of  mere  covenants,  they 
must  be  construed  strictly  against  the 
grantor,  and  forfeiture  must  not  be  enforced 


unless  that  right  clearly  appears  from  such 
construction. 

Mills  V.  Evansville  Seminary,  58  Wis.  135, 
15  N.  W.  133;  2  Devlin,  Deeds,  2d  ed.  | 
970;  Hartung  v.  Witte,  69  Wis.  285,  18  N. 
W.  175. 

Marshall,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  statement  of  facts  shows  that,  thougli 
there  was  no  controversy  but  that  I 'hen 
conveyed  the  land  to  Boyle  upon  condition* 
subsequent  which  wore  breached,  and  re 
claimed  the  property  by  a  di«;tinct  assertion 
of  his  rights — so  far  as  a  reclaimer  there- 
of was  possible  under  the  circumstance:^ — 
before  the  conveyance  to  appellant,  it  wa* 
held  that  his  first  grantee  was  the  owner 


minate  his  rights,  and  equity  will  not  relieve 
him. 

But  where  a  landlord  who  has  recovered  a 
Judgment  lor  possession  of  the  property  for 
nonpayment  of  rent  brings  a  suit  In  equity  to 
enjoin  the  removal  of  buildings  placed  upon 
the  leased  property  contrary  to  the  terms  of 
the  lease,  equity  will,  In  granting  him  relief. 
Impose  the  condition  that  he  give  the  tenant 
an  opportunity  within  a  reasonable  time  to 
pay  the  rent  in  arrear,  and  re-entltle  him  to 
possession  of  the  fixtures.  Uooney  v.  Crary,  ti 
111.  App.  329. 

5.  Nonrenewal  of  lease. 

Many  leases,  especially  In  England  and  Ire- 
land, are  granted  upon  long  terms  In  case  they 
are  renewed  by  the  payment  of  a  fine  or  stip- 
ulated sum  as  a  premium  to  the  landlord  upon 
the  happening  of  certain  conditions.  It  ap- 
l>ears  that  In  many  cases  the  tenants  have 
failed  to  renew,  and  have  continued  to  hold 
over  sometimes  for  many  years,  and  then,  when 
il  forfeiture  was  sought  for  breach  of  condi- 
tion, they  have  applied  to  equity  for  relief. 
It  seems  to  have  been  the  practice  to  afford 
Nuch  relief  in  the  earlier  cases;  but,  the  ques- 
tion having  finally  come  before  the  English 
courts,  they  held  that  equity  could  not  relieve, 
which  occasioned  such  surprise  and  hardship 
that  Parliament  Immediately  interposed  and 
restored  the  equity.  It  is  very  diflicult  to 
gl(>Hn  from  the  cases  the  rule  which  equity  will 
apply  in  such  cases.  In  Eaton  v.  I^yon.  3  Ves. 
.Tr.  602,  the  chancellor  attempted  to  limit  the 
relief  to  cases  of  unavoidable  accident,  fraud, 
surprise,  and  Ignorance,  but  in  Maxwell  v.  Ward*. 
11  I»rlce.  16,  the  lord  chief  baron  stated  tnat 
the  doctrine  had  been  too  strongly  stated  in 
that  case. 

In  Lennon  v.  Napper,  2  Sch.  ft  Lef.  684, 
Appx.,  the  court,  In  discussing  the  correctness 
of  the  decisions  which  had  been  made  on  the 
Irish  leases,  says  the  courts  in  all  cases  of 
contracts  for  estates  in  land  have  been  In  the 
habit  of  relieving  when  the  party,  from  his 
own  neglect,  had  suifered  a  lapse  of  time,  and 
from  that  or  other  circumstances  could  not 
maintain  an  action  to  recover  damages  at  law. 
In  these  leases  time  Is  not  essential,  for  the 
mere  object  of  fixing  a  time  is  to  preserve  the 
tenure,  and,  if  the  rent  and  fine  are  preserved, 
the  substance  of  ^he  contract  is  performed. 
69  L.  R.  A, 


So  In  Boyle  v.  I.ysaght,  1  Rldgw.  P.  C.  3S4. 
Vern.  AS.  135.  it  is  said  that  where  application 
for  renewal  and  payment  of  fines  had  been  de 
layed  for  a  long  period  courts  of  equity  adopted 
the  rule  of  decreeing  a  renewal  upon  maklnf: 
compensation,  which  was  held  to  be  a  payment 
of  a  fine  for  every  seven  years,  upon  the  prin- 
ciple that  the  period  of  a  life  was,  in  law. 
seven  years.  And,  upon  making  such  payment, 
the  tenant  was  entitled  to  relief,  except  Id 
case  of  frand  or  dereliction.  And  the  lord 
chancellor,  although  an  Englishman,  enforced 
the  rule  as  one  of  local  equity. 

A  renewal  of  the  lease  was  decreed  in  Free- 
man V.  Boyle,  2  Rldgw.  P.  C.  60. 

In  O'Neil  V.  Jones.  1  Uldgw.  P.  C.  176.  the  re- 
newal of  a  lease  for  lives  was  decreed,  al- 
though there  had  been  a  failure  to  comply  wita 
the  covenants  to  nominate  new  lives  and  pay 
a  line  as  fast  as  the  lives  fell  in,  twenty  years 
having  elapsed  since  the  falling  of  the  first 
life. 

So  where  a  long-time  lease  Is  renewable  upon 
payment  of  a  year's  rent  extraordinary  at  the 
expiration  of  the  rental  term,  and.  through  a 
mi(  take  as  to  the  time  when  the  payment  is  due. 
the  time  for  making  such  extraordinary  payment 
is  allowed  to  pass,  equity  will  relieve  from  the 
forfeiture.  Selden  v.  Camp,  95  Va.  527,  2S 
S  E.  877.  The  court  holds  that,  even  treating 
the  payment  as  a  condition  precedent,  there  1« 
no  lack  of  power  In  a  court  of  equity  to  grant 
relief  against  the  failure  to  perform  punctually 
conditions  precedent  when  time  is  not  of  the 
essence  of  the  contract  and  compensation  can 
be  made.  In  determining  the  right  of  the  lessee 
to  renew  In  this  class  of  cases,  the  question  to 
be  considered  is.  Has  the  party  asking  relief 
been  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  or  la  the  de- 
fault relied  on  the  result  of  mere  negllgenceT 

In  Lennon  v.  Napper,  2  Sch.  &  licf.  684. 
Appx..  Ross  V.  Worsop,  1  Bro.  P.  C.  281,  to 
stated  to  have  granted  relief  as  against  mere 
ncKiect  on  the  part  of  the  tenant  to  apply 
for  renewals. 

Equity  may  relieve  against  forfeiture  of  In- 
terests under  a  leasehold  by  failure  to  give  no- 
tice of  a  desire  for  renewal  within  the  time 
specified  in  the  lease.  New  York  L.  Ins.  ft  T. 
Co.  V.  St  George's  Church,  12  Abb.  N.  C.  50. 

In  Sweet  v.  Anderson,  2  Bro.  P.  C.  256.  '* 
Vln.  Abr.  93,  pi.  15,  a  -tenant  who  had  not 
tendered  a  fine  for  renewal  of  tho  lease  ac 
cording  to  the  conditions  of  the  mortgage,  ly 
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of  the  property,  and  entitled  to  recover 
costs  of  the  appellant.  That  conclusion  was 
reached  upon  several  grounds  which  we  will 
consider. 

The  principal  reason  suggested,  why  it 
was  supposed  appellant  was  not  entitled  to 
recover,  ia  that  a  court  of  equity  will  n 
exercise  its  jurisdiction  to  declare  or  aid  a 
forfeiture,  but  leave  the  parties  to  their 
remedy  at  law.  We  are  unable  to  perceive 
how  that  principle  applies  to  this  case.  Ap- 
pellant did  not  seek  by  her  suit  to  reclaim 
the  property  in  controversy.  Her  complaint 
and  the  evidence  in  support  of  it,  at  every 
point,  repel  any  such  idea.  The  pleading 
distinctly  declared  that  plaintiff  was  the 
absolute  owner  of  the  property  in  dispute 
and  in  possession  thereof.     To  establish  the 


truth  thereof,  proof  was  made  that  her 
grantor,  under  whom  all  parties  to  the  suit 
claimed  title,  sold  the  property  upon  condi- 
tions subsequent  to  the  grantor  of  the 
ice  company;  that  such  conditions  were 
breached,  and  that  such  grantor  made  re- 
entry for  the  purpose  of  enforcing  a  forfei- 
ture of  the  property  to  him,  and  then  made 
a  conveyance  thereof  to  appellant.  There 
can  be  no  question  but  that  such  circum- 
stances caused  the  title  convoyed  to  Boyle 
to  revert  to  Uhen  if  his  entry  was  rightful. 
Gilchrist  v.  Foxen,  05  Wis.  428,  70  N.  W. 
585.  The  learned  circuit  judge  seems  to 
have  supposed,  and  counsel  for  respondents^ 
now  maintain,  that  the  evidentiary  facts 
showing  title  in  appellant,  notwithstanding 
the  paper  title  in  the  ice  company,  should 


reason  of  which  he  had  suffered  a  forfeiture, 
was  relieved  by  the  court,  but  the  reasons  for 
granting  the  relief  are  not  ntated.  But  in  1 
Ridgw.  P.  C.  185.  it  is  said  that  it  was  not 
known  whether  the  cestuis  que  vie  had  been 
dead  or  not 

In  Lawless  v.  Grogan,  1  Dm.  &  Walsh,  53, 
which  was  a  bill  to  compel  a  renewal  of  an  Irish 
lca.se,  the  court  held  that,  when  a  notice  by 
the  landlord  Is  relied  on  for  the  purpose  of 
working  a  forfeiture,  the  service  of  such  notice 
must  be  clearly  proved  so  that  there  shall  be 
no  doubt  of  the  intention  of  the  landlord  to 
insist  on  the  forfeiture,  and  information  of  the 
facts  which  were  peculiarly  within  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  landlord  must  have  been  fully 
brought  home  to  the  tenant;  and,  this  not  ap- 
pearing, the  tenant  was  granted  relief. 

Where  the  lessor  covenanted  to  renew  the 
lease  from  term  to  term  tor  a  period  of  ninety- 
nine  years  upon  prompt  payment  of  rent,  and 
the  lessee  defaulted  causing  the  lessor  to  re- 
enter, whereupon  the  lessee  brought  a  bill  for 
a  renewal,  the  master  of  the  rolls  said  the 
case  was  to  be  distinguished  from  breach  of 
condition  to  pay  a  fine.  And,  the  lessee  hav- 
ing added  greatly  to  the  value  of  the  property 
and  the  ejectment  having  been  brought  without 
notice  to  him,  the  court  said  that,  in  order  to 
refuse  relief,  there  must  be  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  lessee,  or  a  prejudice  on  the  part  of 
the  lessor.  No  time  was  limited  in  the  lease 
for  the  payment  of  rent.  The  relief  was 
granted  on  condition  of  payment  of  the  accru- 
ing rent  together  with  interest  and  costs.  Kaw- 
storne  v.  Bentley,  4  Bro.  Ch.  415. 

liut,  the  question  having  been  brought  before 
the  English  courts  upon  Irish  leases,  Lord 
Mansfield,  in  Kane  v.  Hamilton,  1  Uldgw.  P.  C. 
180,  held  that  no  such  relief  could  be  granted 
where  there  had  been  great  laches  in  com- 
plying with  the  covenant.  He  states  that  it  is 
necessary,  on  the  falling  of  a  life,  that  an- 
other should  be  inserted  in  due  time,  nnd  be- 
fore the  day  of  renewal  has  elapsed.  There  is 
no  foundation  for  relief,  for  it  Is  not  like  the 
case  of  a  penalty.  Neglect  in  not  naming  a  new 
life  deprives  the  landlord  of  the  chance  of  a 
fine.  And  a  court  of  equity  cannot  give  com- 
pensation for  the  damages  which  may  be  sus- 
tained, it  being  merely  eventual  and  uncertain. 

In  a  note  to  Kawstorne  v.  Bentley,  4  Bro. 
<'h.  41.'>,  the  editor  cites  Allen  v.  Hinton.  1 
Fonbl.  Kq.  432,  note,  as  holding  that  where  there 
(50  L.  R.  A. 


has  been  default  In  making  application  for  re- 
newal equity  will  not  decree  relief  unless  the 
delay  has  been  explained. 

In  Bateman  v.  Murray,  1  Ridgw.  P.  C.  187. 
Lord  Thurlow,  in  determining  the  rights  of  a 
lessee  who  had  failed  to  nominate  new  live» 
and  pay  the  fines,  as  the  lives  upon  which  the 
lease  depended  fell  in,  asks:  How  can  equity 
interfere?  Can  conscience  compel  a  man  to  do 
what  be  has  not  agreed  to  do  ? 

Upon  the  question  of  the  effect  of  failure  of 
the  lessee  to  pay  the  stipulated  fine  for  re- 
newal according  to  the  conditions  of  the  lease. 
liOrd  Thurlow  said,  in  Bateman  v.  Murray,  as 
cited  in  4  Bro.  Ch.  417,  courts  of  equity  will 
relieve  the  lessee  if  he  has  lost  his  right  by  fraud 
of  the  lessor,  or  accident  on  his  own  part;  but 
they  will  never  assist  him  where  he  has  lost 
his  right  by  his  own  gross  laches  or  neglect. 
Where  the  lessee  has  lost  his  legal  right  he 
must  prove  some  fraud  on  the  part  of  the 
lessor  by  which  he  was  debarred  from  the  ex- 
ercise of  his  right ;  or  some  accident  or  mis- 
fortune on  bis  own  part  which  he  could  not 
prevent,  by  means  whereof  he  was  disabled 
from  applying  for  a  renewal  at  the  stated 
times  according  to  the  terms  of  the  lease. 

In  Lennon  v.  Napper,  2  Sch.  &  Lef.  68*4 
Appx.,  Bateman  v.  Murray  is  explained  as 
having  involved  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  ten- 
ant. 

In  Baynham  v.  Guy's  Hospital,  3  Ves.  Jr.  205, 
a  lease  depending  upon  lives,  renewable  upon 
payment  of  a  fine  whenever  a  life  should  cease, 
was  held  to  be  forfeited  upon  failure  to  comply 
with  the  condition  beyond  the  aid  of  equity. 

In  Bayley  v.  Leominster.  3  Bro.  Ch.  529,  It 
appeared  that  a  lease  had  been  granted  for 
three  lives,  renewable  upon  payment  of  the  fine 
upon  the  falling  in  of  any  one  life.  The  tenant 
made  valuable  improvements  upon  the  prop- 
erty, and  permitted  two  lives  to  fall  in  when 
he  tendered  the  fine  for  both  lives  and  an  addi- 
tional one,  on  the  presumption  that  the  substi- 
tuted life  at  the  termination  of  the  first  one 
might  also  have  fallen  in  had  the  renewal  taken 
place  at  that  time.  He  Insisted  that  no  for- 
feiture is  to  be  incurred  when  compensation  can 
be  made.  But  the  lord  chancellor  held  that 
plaintiff  was  not  bound  to  renew  upon  the 
falling  in  of  one  life.  He  had  his  election 
whether  to  renew  or  not,  and.  having  made  that 
election    by    falling    to    renew    at    the    specified 
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have  been  pleaded.  Manifestly,  that  is  a 
mistake.  If  one  sells  and  conveys  real  es- 
tate upon  condition  subsequent,  and  the  title 
thereto  thereafter  reverts  to  him,  he  may 
then  invoke  judicial  remedies  in  respect 
thereto,  pleading  his  title  in  general  terms 
the  same  as  if  that  title  were  dependent 
upon  any  other  circumstances.  It  follows 
that  the  judgment  appealed  from  cannot  be 
sustained  upon  the  theory  that  the  action 
was  brought  for  the  purpose  of  forfeiting 
the  title  to  the  property  for  nonperformance 
of  the  conditions  subsequent.  It  was  in- 
stituted upon  the  theory  that  the  title  had 
been  already  reclaimed  and  was  vested  in 
appellant,  and  the  respondents  must  stand 
or  fall  on  the  facts  in  that  regard. 

The  court  further  grounded  the  judgment 


on  the  doctrine  that  equity  will  in  some 
cases,  intervene  where  there  has  been  a 
failure  to  perform  a  condition  subsequent. 
and  prevent  a  forfeiture.  Here  there  'v^a- 
failure  again  to  perceive,  as  it  seeni?^,  th.ii 
the  rule  mentioned  is  one  invoked  to  prt»- 
vent,  not  to  defeat,  a  forfeiture  after  it  has 
occurred.  Unless  one  keeps  in  mind  the 
peculiar  doctrine  of  equity  in  respect  to  this 
matter  he  may  be  misled  by  the  expressions 
of  courts  and  text  writers  as  well.  In  Don- 
nelly V.  Eastes,  94  Wis.  300,  396,  69  X.  W. 
157,  159,  this  language  was  used:  **If  there 
were  a  rightful  entry  for  condition  broken, 
so  that  the  estate  revested  under  the  term-? 
of  the  deed,  or  even  if  the  title  revested  un- 
der the  terms  of  the  deed  without  a  re- 
entry, the  court  is  yet  not  powerless  to  re- 


time, he  had  lost  his  equity.     He.  however,  ex- 
pressly placed  this  ruling  upon   the  Irish  law. 

Under  the  act  of  19  &  20  Geo.  III.,  what 
should  be  considered  a  reasonable  time  iiflor  d(»- 
mand  In  which  to  pay  renewal  fines  depends 
upon  the  circumstances  of  each  case.  Jackson 
V.  Saunders,  1  Sch.  &  Lef.  443. 

But,  after  the  refusal  of  the  English  House 
of  I-ords  to  recognize  the  custom  of  renewal, 
the  equity  was  revived  by  the  act  of  19  &  20  Geo. 
III.,  chap.  30,  whicn  provided  that  mere  negli- 
gence. In  the  absence  of  fraud,  should  not  de- 
prive equity  of  the  power  to  grant  relief.  See 
Boyle  V.   Lysaght,   1   Rldgw.   P.   C.   384. 

The  tenantry  act  lays  down  the  rule  as  to 
what  shall  be  considered  mere  neglect.  Lennon 
V.    Napper,    2   Sch.   &  Jjet.   684.    Appx. 

The  equities  of  the  case  will  be  given  weight 
in  this  class  of  cases. 

Thus,  where  the  delay  In  paying  the  fines  and 
applying  for  renewal  of  the  lease  results  from 
errors  of  the  landlord  In  computing  the  amount 
due.  equity  will  relieve.  Freeman  v.  Water- 
ford,  1  Sch.  &  Lef.  451,  note. 

But  where  the  lessee  wilfully  conceals  the 
death  of  one  of  the  cestuia  que  vie,  and  acts 
under  such  concealment  to  his  own  advantage, 
equity  will  not  relieve  from  the  forfeiture. 
Pendred   v.    Griffith,    1   Bro.    P.    C.    314. 

So  In  Magrath  v.  Muskerry,  1  Rldgw.  P.  C. 
469,  Vern.  &  S.  166,  relief  was  refused  where 
the  landlord,  after  long  neglect  on  the  part 
of  the  tenant  until  all  the  lives  upon  wliich 
the  lease  depended  had  fallen  In,  had  enforced 
the  forfeiture  and  obtained  possession,  which 
he  had  retained  for  two  years  before  an  applica- 
tion was  made  for  relief,  whicli  was  only  after 
the  passage  of  the  statute  looking  to  the  relief 
of  tenants.  And  it  was  held  that  gross,  wilful, 
obstinate,  and  contentious  neglect  took  the 
case  even  out  of  the  provisions  of  the  statute. 

And  equity  will  not  grant  relief  from  for- 
feiture of  a  right  to  perpetual  renewal  or  a 
lease  by  noncompliance  with  Its  conditions, 
where,  by  reason  of  laches  and  alteration  or 
the  property.  It  cannot  be  enjoyed  according 
to  the  Intent  of  the  parties.  London  v.  M it- 
ford,  14  Ves.  Jr.  58, 

6.  nonpayment  of  taxes. 

.\i  though  a  breach  of  conditions  as  to 
Iinynieiit  of  taxes  Is  literally  within  the  rule 
tliat  equity  will  relieve  where  the  condition 
Is  to  secure  payment  of  money,  the  incidents  at- 
(iO  L.  R.  A. 


tending  the  payment  of  taxes,  and  the  penalties 
for  their  nonpayment,  are  such  that  the  equi- 
ties In  case  of  their  nonpayment  very  soon  desert 
the  obligor  and  range  themselves  on  the  side  of 
the  obligee.  Nevertheless  the  rule  is  that  equity 
will  relieve  as  long  as  the  obligee  can  be  fullj 
compensated. 

A  breach  of  covenant  to  pay  taxes,  being 
merely  for  payment  of  money,  is  emphatically 
one  from  which  equity  will  relieve.  Buckley  t. 
Belgle,   8  Ont.  Rep.  85. 

A  breach  of  covenant  to  pay  taxes  and  as- 
sessments may  be  relieved  against  in  equity. 
Muller  V.  Earle,  3  Jones  &  S.  473. 

Provisions  for  forfeiture  for  failure  of  a 
tenant  to  pay  taxes  are  relieved  against  in 
equity  whenever  compensation  can  be  made,  the 
clause  for  re-entry  being  treated  as  a  mere  se- 
curity. Therefore,  if  the  payment  be  made 
before  the  forfeiture  is  taken  advantage  of  by 
re-entry  by  the  landlord  for  this  purpose  in 
accordance  with  the  provisions  container]  Tn 
the  lease,  the  forfeiture  is  saved.  Planter's 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Diggs.  8  Baxt.  663. 

Where  land  Is  devised  to  one  for  life  upon 
condition  that  he  pay  the  taxes,  equity  will  re- 
lieve him  from  a  forfeiture  for  failure  to 
comply  with  the  condition  upon  his  paying  the 
taxes,  interest,  and  cost^,  where  it  appears 
that  the  refusal  to  pay  was  due  to  ignorance 
of  the  defaulting  party,  and  not  mainly  wilfal. 
Tibbetts  V.  Cate,  60  N.  H.  550,  22  Atl.  559. 

Equity  will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  by 
a  tenant  for  failure  to  pay  taxes  and  assess- 
ments where  It  was  not  wilful  or  the  result  of 
gross  negligence,  where  refusal  of  relief  would 
entail  great  loss  upon  the  tenant,  and  the  lessor 
made  no  effort  to  secure  compliance  with  the 
contract.  Klchenlaub  v.  Nell,  10  Ohio  C.  C?.  427. 

But  equity  will  not  relieve  against  the  for- 
feiture of  a  leasehold  for  breach  of  condition 
to  pay  taxes  where  the  breach  has  been  cul- 
pable, so  long  persisted  In  that  the  time  for 
redemption  from  the  tax  sale  has  almost  ex- 
pired, and  detrimental  to  the  lessor  to  the  ex 
tent  that  Ills  title  to  the  property  has  l»een 
nearly  sacrificed  by  the  acts  of  the  lessee.  Bacon 
V.    rark.    10    itah,    240,    57    Pac.   28. 

(Covenants  by  a  tenant  to  pay  taxes  and 
assessments  are  In  the  nature  of  covenants  to 
pay  money,  and  forfeiture  incurred  by  their 
l)reaeh  may  be  relieved  against  In  equity.  By 
the  payment  of  the  amount  due  at  any  tloM* 
before  sale  or   the  expiration  of  the   right  to 
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lieve  the  defendant  from  the  consequenceb 
thereof."  That  was  said  having  in  mind  that, 
vc-gardless  of  the  express  intent  of  the  par- 
ties, or  the  intention  inferable  from  the  lan- 
guage used  by  them,  applying  strict  legal 
principles  thereto,  which  would  effect  a  re- 
version of  the  title,  a  court  of  equity  may, 
in  some  circumstances,  hold  the  real  con- 
tractual, intent  not  to  be  according  to  the 
literal  meaning  of  such  language  or  within 
the  reasonable  scope  thereof  according  to  the 
ordinary  rules  for  the  construction  of  con- 
tracts, but  that  the  condition  was  created  as 
a  mere  security  for  the  performance  of  an  ob- 
ligation resting  upon  the  grantee;  and  give 
effect  thereto  in  opposition  to  the  expressed 
intent  of  the  parties.  By  such  arbitrary 
rule  of  construction  the  title  which  would 


be  in  the  grantor  at  law  is  held  to  be  still 
in  the  conditional  grantee,  and  so  subject  to 
control  in  equity  that  the  conditional  grant- 
or may  be  compelled  to  accept  compensation 
in  money  for  the  damages  suffered  by  non- 
performance of  the  condition  in  lieu  of  an 
enforcement  of  his  legal  rights,  the  theory 
being  all  the  way  through  that  there  has 
been  no  real  violation  of  the  contractual 
intent  of  the  parties.  The  rule  followed  in 
such  a  case  is  the  one  which  is  supposed  to 
justify  courts  in  saying  that  parties,  in 
stipulating  for  the  payment  of  a  specific 
sum  as  damages  for  breach  of  a  contract, 
did  not  mean  what  they  said,  but  intended 
the  sum  named  to  stand  as  security  against 
loss  from  such  breach,  and  the  recoverable 
damages  therefor  to  be  limited  to  enough 


redeem,  the  landlord  Is  placed  in  precisely  the 
name  position  as  if  no  default  had  occurred; 
and,  where  there  is  no  bad  faith  on  the  part 
of  the  tenant,  mere  delay  in  making  the  stip- 
ulated payments  should  not  bar  him  of  relief. 
Giles  V.  Austin,  02  N.  Y.  480,  40  How.  Pr.  209, 
Affirming  0  Jones  &  S.  215,  where  the  court  said, 
in  the  case  of  a  person  of  slender  capacity, 
as  the  plaintiff  Is  shown  to  be,  who,  through 
Ignorance  of  the  consequences  of  his  default 
in  promptly  meeting  his  obligations,  the  binding 
force  of  which  he  does  not  wilfully  dispute, 
although  he  negligently  postpones ;  and,  who 
blindly  relies  upon  the  mistalcen  advice  of 
others,  in  whom  he  is  justified  in  confiding; 
aud  when  an  adequate  compensation  for  the 
default  can  be  ascertained  and  made  in  money, 
the  severe  consequences  of  the  default  being 
the  forfeiture  of  a  considerable  property  upon 
which  he  is  greatly  dependent, — the  benign  prin- 
ciples of  equity  should  interfere  to  shield  him 
from  the  strictly  legal  consequences. 

Upon  a  former  hearing  the  court  had  held 
that  the  lessee  was  entitled  to  no  relief,  because, 
although  he  had  convenanted  to  pay  taxes,  he 
had  permitted  them  to  become  in  arrears  for 
more  than  seven  years,  and,  after  the  action 
was  brought  to  terminate  his  rights,  had  de- 
layed answer  for  three  months,  and  then 
falsely  denied  that  any  taxes  were  due.  Giles 
V.   Austin,   2  Jones  &  S.   171. 

7.  Failure  to  remove  encumbrance. 

Equity  will  enjoin  proceedings  to  enforce  a 
forfeiture  for  failure  to  comply  with  a  condi- 
tion in  a  grant  to  remove  certain  encumbrances 
from  the  property  upon  compliance  of  the 
grantee  with  the  condition.  Stone  v.  Ellis,  9 
(^ush.   95. 

IV.  Fraud,    accident,    mistake. 


The  granting  of  relief  ffom  the  consequences 
of  fraud,  accident,  and  mistake  is  a  wcll-rec- 
ognized  head  of  equity  jurisdiction.  Therefore, 
equity  will,  in  a  proper  case,  interfere  to 
prevent  a  forfeiture  which  Is  sought  to  be  se- 
cured through  such  means. 

A  breach  of  condition  in  a  lease  of  the  base- 
ment of  a  building  used  as  a  theater,  that 
alterations  should  be  made  without  noise,  so  as 
not  to  disturb  performances  in  the  theater.- 
whlch  consisted  of  the  driving  of  a  chisel 
through  a  soft  wall  for  the  purpose  of  a.scer 
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taining  its  thickness,  which  takes  only  about  a 
minute,  by  one  who,  having  been  sent  to  as- 
certain the  thickness*  of  the  wall,  forgot  that 
a  performance  was  in  progress,  will  be  relieved 
against  on  the  ground  of  mistake.  Lundin  v. 
Schoeffel,  107  Mass.  405»  45  N.  E.  033. 

In  discussing  the  validity  of  a  provision  in 
the  mortgage  making  the  entire  amount  due  on 
default  in  interest  payments,  the  court.  In 
Houston  V.  Curran,  101  111.  A  pp.  203,  says  a 
court  of  equity  may  grant  relief  against  for- 
feitures occasioned  by  fraud,  accident,  or  mis- 
take, but,  where  the  agreement  creates  a  mere 
pecuniary  obligation,  it  will  not  do  so  where 
the  default  arises  from  gross  negligence,  or  is 
wilful  and  persistent. 

Where  a  trust  was  established  to  raise  a 
portion  for  testator's  daughter  upon  her  mar- 
riage with  consent,  and  the  making  of  a  set- 
tlement by  her  husband  upon  her,  and  the 
marriage  was  with  consent,  but  the  settlement 
was  not  made  through  the  neglect  of  the 
tmstee,  equity  granted  relief.  This  ruling  was 
put  upon  the  ground  of  the  mistake  of  the 
trustee.     O'Callaghan  v.  Cooper,  5  Ves.  Jr.  117. 

Where  a  mortgagor  has  forfeited  his  esute 
by  failure,  through  accident,  to  forward  the 
money  for  its  redemption  within  the  time  set  by 
the  court,  equity  will  relieve.  Kopper  v.  Dyer. 
59  VL  477,  59  Am.  Rep.  742,  9  Atl.  4. 

Equity  will  not  permit  a  mortgagee  to  ex- 
ercise his  statutory  right  of  sale  in  such  a 
manner  as  to  enlarge  his  demand,  and  com- 
pel the  mortgagor  either  to  pay  more  than  he 
owes  or  forfeit  his  estate ;  and,  if  such  a 
thing  is  attempted,  either  by  mistake  or  through 
fraud,  a  court  of  equity,  if  applied  to  in  sea- 
son and  In  a  proper  manner,  will  prevent  the 
forfeiture  by  allowing  the  party  to  pay  the 
true  sum  in  redemption  of  the  estate.  Sand- 
ford  V.   Flint.   24   Mich.  20. 

The  attempt  to  convert  into  an  absolute  con- 
veyance that  which  was  Intended  to  be  in 
the  nature  .of  a  mortgage,  or  to  set  up  as  ab- 
solute and  conclusive  a  deed  which  is  collateral 
and  redeemable,  is  a  fraud  upon  the  law  which 
a  court  of  equity  will  rebuke  and  defeat.  Ro- 
gan  V.  Walker,  1  Wis.  527. 

In  Foley  v.  Grand  Hotel  Co.  57  C.  C.  A.  029, 
121  Fed.  509,  it  Is  said  that  courts  of  equity 
will  grant  relief  against  a  forfeiture  which  has 
been  Incurred  through  accident  or  mistake,  or 


by  reason  of  any  fraudulent,  oppressive,  or 
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to  adequately  measure  such  loss.  2  Story, 
Eq.  Jur.  13th  ed.  §§  1314,  1315.  The  proc- 
ess by  which  courts  thus  turn  a  contract 
whicli  parties  say  they  made  into  what  the 
law  says  on  the  subject  was  treated  at 
considerable  length  in  Seeman  v.  Biemann, 
108  Wis.  365,  84  N.  W.  490.  An  eminent 
text  writer  is  there  quoted,  in  effect,  thus: 
"Parties  may  contract  for  stipulated  dam- 
ages at  their  pleasure,  but  such  damages 
only  as  tlie  law  says  are  liquidated,  ac- 
'•ording  to  the  artificial  rules  which  have 
been  adopted  to  justify  courts  in  saying 
what  the  parties  intended,  are  in  fact  to  be 
regarded  as  such  damages."  So,  as  regards 
a  condition  subsequent  in  a  deed,  rpg.ardle3s 
of  the  intention  of  the  parties  as  indicated 
by  the  fair  meaning  of  their  language,  in 


certain  cases,  to  prevent  the  great  hardship 
which  would  flow  from  giving  effect  to  the 
strict  legal  contractual  int«nt,  the  court 
will,  by  construction  dependent  upon  no  rea- 
son which  can  be  easily  assigned,  other  than 
a  long  line  of  precedents  grounded  wholly 
upon  the  arbitrary  power  of  the  court,  say 
that  they  intended  something  else,  and  by 
that  means,  in  theory,  not  take  title  from 
the  grantor  upon  condition  after  it  has  re- 
verted to  him  by  breach  of  condition  and  as- 
sertion of  his  right,  but  hold  that  the  title 
still  remains  in  the  conditional  grantee  in 
harmony  with  the  judicial  intention,  we  may 
call  it,  and  in  that  way  save  his  adversary 
from  the  consequences  of  his  fault,  preserv- 
ing the  title  to  the  property  in  him  notwith- 
standing such   fault,  giving  the  grantor  a 


fair  conduct  on  the  part  of  one  who  Is  asserting 
a  right  of  forfeiture. 

But  In  Gregory  v.  '^■llson,  10  Eng.  L.  ft 
Eq.  138,  which  was  a  suit  to  compel  specific 
performance  of  an  agreement  to  execute  a  lease 
after  the  tenant  had  been  in  possession  and 
committed  a  breach  of  covenants.  It  Is  said  that, 
although  in  some  cases  a  distinction  has  been 
mude  between  wilful  and  obstinate  refusal  to 
comply  with  the  covenants  of  a  lease  and  cases 
of  mere  neglect  and  accident,  yet  there  Is  no 
rule  that  the  court  will  In  all  cases  of  acci- 
dent even  relieve  against  breach. 

It  being  established  that  equity  will  afford 
relief  in  cases  of  fraud,  accident,  or  mistake, 
the  question  arises  whether  or  not  Jurisdiction 
Is  limited  to  such  cases.  From  the  cases  which 
have  already  been  cited,  it  would  seem  that  the 
relieving  from  forfeitures  whenever  such  relief 
was  equitable  was  a  distinct  branch  of  equity 
Jurisdiction,  entirely  Independent  of  the  other 
branch  now  under  examination.  But  soon  after 
the  English  House  of  Lords  bad  refused  to  rec- 
ognize the  right  to  renew  the  Irish  leases,  as 
stated  auprCt  III.,  b,  5,  the  master  of  the  rolls 
took  upon  himself  the  duty  of  attempting  to 
lay  down  a  general  rule  upon  the  subject. 

In  Eaton  v.  Lyon,  3  Ves.  Jr.  692,  which  was 
a  suit  to  compel  the  execution  of  a  renewal 
leose  notwithstanding  default  on  the  part  of 
the  tenant,  the  court  said,  in  equity  a  covenant 
must  be  really  and  substantially  performed 
according  to  the  true  intent  and  meaning  of 
the  parties  so  far  as  circumstances  will  admit ; 
but,  if  by  unavoidable  accident,  and  by  fraud, 
by  surprise,  or  Ignorance  not  wilful,  parties 
have  been  prevented  from  executing  It  literally, 
equity  will  Interfere ;  and,  upon  compensation 
bclnff  made,  the  party  hoving  done  everything 
In  his  power,  and  being  prevented  by  the  means 
alluded  to,  will  give  relief.  It  is  true  that  has 
been  carried  to  a  length  that  has  become  to 
some  degree  alarming,  having  got  into  the  habit 
of  construing  terms  and  conditions,  of  cove- 
nnnts  as  being  only  in  terrorem.  But  uif- 
doubtedly  in  modern  times  that  has  been 
much  restricted.  The  relief  was  denied,  and 
the  master  of  the  rolls  said :  "I  hope  now  it 
will  be  known  .  .  .  that  equity  will  inter- 
pose and  go  beyond  the  stipulations  of  the  cove- 
nant at  law  only  where  a  literal  performance 
has  been  prevented  by  the  means  mentioned,  and 
no  Injury  is  done  the  lessor." 

That  doctrine  did  not  pass  long  unchal- 
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lenged.  but  it  has  had  the  effect  of  thro  wine; 
confusion  Into  the  law.  In  Sanders  v.  Pope.  12 
Ves.  Jr.  282,  Lord  Ersklne,  in  granting  relief 
for  failure  to  repair,  says  of  Eaton  v.  Lyon.  ;i 
Ves.  Jr.  C92,  that  some  of  Its  expressions  go 
against  all  that  has  been  laid  down  in  a  series 
of  preceding  cases,  and  which.  If  tney  were- 
taken  In  their  full  extent,  would  create  con- 
siderable uncertainty.  He  also  says  that,  if 
the  covenant  is  broken  with  a  consciousness  that 
It  is  broken,— that  is,  if  It  Is  wilful,  not  by 
surprise,  accident,  or  ignorance, — still,  if  It  is  a 
case  where  full  compensation  can  be  made, 
equity  may  grant  relief. 

And  in  Maxwell  v.  Ward,  11  Price,  16,  which 
involved  the  question  of  relief  from  the  conse- 
quences of  not  giving  proper  notice  of  intention 
to  apply  for  a  renewal  of  a  lease,  the  lord  chief 
baron  said  that  Eaton  v.  Lyon,  8  Ves.  Jr.  692. 
stated  the  doctrine  more  strongly  than  the  cases 
warrant.  That  it  was  not  necessary  In  all  cases 
of.  this  sort  that  there  should  be  fraud,  surprise, 
or  Ignorance,  not  wilful,  shown  to  entitle  & 
party  to  relief.  These  are  common  grounds  of 
relief  in  all  cases  of  any  description.  This 
sort  of  relief  is  given  constantly  without  any 
such  causes  existing. 

Ijord  Erskine's  rule  Is  undoubtedly  the  one 
which  has  prevailed,  but  the  result  of  the  false 
note  is  found  In  several  subsequent  cases. 

Where  a  forfeiture  of  a  mining  lease  had  been 
declared  becanse  of  failure  to  pay  the  taxes, 
the  court  said  that  equity  will  relieve  against 
penalties  and  forfeitures  wherever  the  penalty 
Involved  Is  designed  merely  as  security  for 
the  payment  of  money,  and  the  failure  to  make 
such  payment  Is  capable  of  compensation  to  the 
party  Injured.  But  there  Is  a  recognised  dis- 
tinction In  equity  between  penalties  and  for 
feitures.  In  the  latter,  although  compensation 
can  be  made,  the  forfeiture  will  not  always  be 
relieved.  The  true  doctrine  on  this  subject 
now  seems  to  be  that.  In  all  cases  of  forfeiture 
for  the  breach  of  any  covenant  other  than  a 
covenant  to  pay  rent,  no  relief  will  be 
granted  In  equity  unless  upon  the  ground  of 
fraud,  accident,  surprise,  or  mistake,  and  this 
although  the  breach  of  covenant  Is  capable  of 
Just  compensation.  Townsend  v.  Stetler,  6 
Kulp,    11. 

In  Livingston  v.  Tompkins,  4  Johns,  Ch.  415. 
8  Am.  Dec.  508.  the  court  said,  by  way  of 
argil  men  t,  that  the  cases  are  full  of  dlscnsslonf^ 
as  to  how  far  equity  cag^  relieve  against  sub- 
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money  consideration  for  his  damages.  While, 
viewing  the  situation  from  the  legal  rights 
of  the  parties,  relief  is  granted  after  for- 
feiture if  at  all,  as  said  in  Donnelly  v. 
Eastes,  94  Wis.  390,  69  N.  W.  167,  the  ab- 
surdity is  avoided  by  the  arbitrary  holding 
that  no  such  forfeiture  has  occurred  be- 
cause the  parties  intended  otherwise,  re- 
gardless of  what  they  said  on  the  subject. 
The  origin  of  such  arbitrary  dealing  with 
contracts  in  violation  of  the  general  rule 
that  courts  cannot  make  contracts  for  par- 
ties— can  only  interpret  them  so  far  as  to 
determine  what  the  parties  intended,  and 
enforce  such  intent,  not  going  for  their  pur- 
pose outside  the  reasonable  scope  of  the  lin- 
guage  they  saw  fit  to  use  to  express  it — 
is  involved  in  much  obscurity,  but  it  is  one 


of  the  oldest  doctrines  of  equity  jurispru- 
dence, and,  although  the  reason  for  it  is 
difficult  to  discover  in  the  light  of  what 
judicial  remedies  are  ordinarily  supposed  to 
stand  for,  it  has  many  vigorous  defenders. 
Judge  Story,  in  his  work  on  Equity  Juris- 
prudence (vol.  2,  §  1316),  says:  "Law,  as 
a  science,  would  be  unworthy  of  the  name 
if  it  did  not,  to  some  extent,  provide  the 
means  of  preventing  the  mischiefs  of  im- 
providence, rashness,  blind  confidence,  and 
credulity  on  one  side,  and  of  skill,  avarice, 
cunning,  and  a  gross  violation  of  the  prin- 
ciples of  morals  and  conscience  on  the 
other.  There  are  many  cases  in  which 
courts  of  equity  interfere  upon  mixed 
grounds  of  this  sort.  There  is  no  more* 
intrinsic    sanctity    in    stipulations    by    con 


Requeut  conditions ;  the  general  rule  formerly 
was  that,  if  the  court  could  make  compensation 
to  the  party  In  damages  for  nonperformance  of 
the  condition,  it  would  then  relieve.  That 
relief  seems  now  to  be  confined  to  cases  where 
the  forfeiture  has  been  the  effect*  of  accident, 
and  the  injury  is  capable  of  compensation. 

In  Baxter  v.  Lansing,  7  Paige,  350,  the  court 
Intimates  that  a  court  of  equity  can  relieve 
.igainst  a  forfeiture  for  a  breach  of  condition  in 
a  lease  only  in  cases  wliere  the  act  or  omission 
by  which  the  forfeiture  was  incurred  was  the  re- 
sult of  an  accident  or  ml.«itake  for  which  com- 
I)ensatlon  can  be  made  to  the  other  party,  or 
where  the  penalty  or  forfeiture  is  of  the  nature 
of  a  mere  security  for  the  payment  of  money ; 
the  court  stating  that  the  decisions  In  the  more 
recent  English  cases  limited  the  active  inter- 
ference of  the  court  to  such  cases. 

Kven  a.s  late  as  1S91  the  English  court  of 
Qr.ceub  bench  recognized  the  rule  that  equity 
would  relieve  only  in  cases  of  fraud,  accident, 
or  mistake,  in  the  case  of  Barrow  v.  Isaacs 
[18911  1  Q.  B.  417.  The  case  was,  however, 
one  In  which  the  forfeiture  was  claimed  for 
breach  of  a  covenant  not  to  underlet.  Such  a 
breach  as  appears  in  subd.  VI.,  d,  infra,  is 
one  which  Is  not  capable  of  compensMHo^^. 
and  Is  therefore  not  within  the  class  of  which 
equity  has  Jurisdiction  under  its  power  to  re- 
lieve from  forfeiture,  but  must  acquire  the 
Jurisdiction  under  some  other  head  of  equity 
Jurisprudence.  Under  such  circumstances  the 
statements  of  the  court  were  correct  as  appU- 
eable  to  the  case  before  it,  but,  in  view  of 
ihe  general  dbctrlne  which  has  prevailed  upon 
the  question,  they  cannot  be  regarded  as  having 
universal  application. 

The  doctrine  that  no  relief  ought  to  be 
granted  In  equity  unless  upon  the  ground  of  ac- 
cident, mistake,  fraud,  or  surprise,  although 
the  breach  was  capable  of  a  Just  compensation, 
Vr-as  questioned  in  Spauldlng  v.  Hallenbeck,  .*>0 
Barb.  79. 

It  Is  stated  In  Henry  v.  Tupper,  29  Vt.  3.'38, 
that  It  is  putting  the  matter  on  reasonable 
j;ronnds  when  it  is  stated  that  relief  Is  confined 
to  cafies  where  the  forfeiture  has  been  the  re- 
sult of  arrident  and  the  Injury  Is  capable  of 
compensation.  But,  the  court  *idds,  if  the 
nuitter  is  really  capable  of  compensation  It  Is 
more  doii])tful.  perhaps,  whether  the  cases 
will  warrant  any  denial  of  relief  upon  the 
ground  that  the  forfeiture  was  not  the  result 
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of  accident.  It  is  certain  no  such  thing  is 
required  to  be  shown  in  the  naked  case  of  a 
pecuniary  duty.  The  nonpayment  may  be  wil- 
ful, and  the  party  still  entitled  to  relief  as 
matter  of  right.  But  relief  for  nonperform- 
ance of  collateral  duties  is  a  matter  of  dis- 
cretion to  be  Judged  of  according  to  the  par- 
ticular circumstances  of  each  particular  case. 
In  cases  where  the  condition  is  for  the  pay- 
ment of  money,  or  for  the  performance  of  a 
certain  value  of  services,  it  has  been  the  general 
practice  of  the  court  to  grant  relief  as  a  matter 
of  right  without  reference  to  the  inquiry  wheth- 
er the  default  was  accidental  or  wilful.  But  in 
all  cases  where  the  thing  to  be  done  was  some- 
thing collateral  there  the  issue  quantum  dam- 
nificatua  mu.st  be  sent  either  to  a  Jury  or  mas- 
ters. Before  the  court  would  grant  relief,  they 
have  pretty  generally  required  to  be  satisfied 
that  the  omission  to  perform  was  not  wilful,  but 
accidental  and  by  surprise ;  and  It  has  been 
held  always  in  such  cases  to  depend  very  much 
upon  the  circumstances  of  the  particular  case. 

V.  Effect  of  conduct  of  ohUgee. 

The  one  having  the  right  to  insist  on  the  for- 
feiture may  not  have  been  guilty  of  fraud, 
and  yet  his  conduct  may  have  l)een  such  as  to 
make  it  inequitable  to  insist  on  his  legal 
rights;  and,  under  such  circumstances,  equity 
will  not  permit  him  to  do  so.  Thus,  he  may 
have    waived    strict    performance. 

Equity  will  relieve  if  the  forfeiture  has 
been  waived.  Gourlay  v.  Somerset,  1  Ves.  & 
B.  OS :  Whitehead  v.  Bennett,  9  Week,  Rep. 
626;  Bridges  v.  Longman,  24  Beav.  27;  Lan- 
prldge  V.  Payne,  2  Johns.  &  H.  423;  Little 
Hock  Granite  Co.  v.  Shall,  59  Ark.  405,  27  S. 
W.   562. 

In  Orr  v.  Zimmerman,  63  Mo.  72,  it  Is  stated 
that,  although  equity  will  not  interfere  where 
the  exaction  of  a  forfeiture  is  made  for  the 
protection  of  the  vendor,  and  under  circum- 
stances where  a  strictly  legal  right  Is  fairly 
claimed  with  full  notice  to  the  vendee,  yet, 
where  the  rijrht  has  been  repeatedly  waived,  and 
valuable  Improvements  have  been  made,  and 
the  vendee  Is  thus  led  by  frequent  waivers  to 
assume  that  he  w^Ill  at  all  events  be  apprised 
of  any  cliange  of  policy  on  the  part  of  the 
seller,  the  sudden  exaction  of  a  forfeiture  will 
not  be  favorably  viewed  by  the  court. 

So   equity   will   not   permit   a   landlord   who 
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tract  than  in  other  solemn  acts  of  par- 
ties which  are  conistantly  interfered  with  by 
cHiurts  of  equity  upon  the  broad  ground  of 
public  policy  or  the  pure  principles  of  nat- 
ural justice."  That  was  said  by  the  learned 
author  with  reference  to  situations  not  in- 
volving any  fraud  either  in  fact  or  in  law. 
The  rule  of  equity  discussetl  is  not  one 
of  universal  application.  It  does  not  ex- 
tend beyond  situations  where  there  is  some 
room  for  saying  the  conditions  were  inserted 
to  stand  as  security,  either  for  the  payment 
of  money,  or  the  performance  of  some  prom- 
ise, damages*  for  a  breach  of  which  are 
susceptible  of  ascertainment  by  some  defi- 
nite rule,  and  the  doing  of  the  particular 
thing,  or  the  doing  thereof  at  a  particular 
time,  was  not  the  principal  object  secured 


by  the  condition.  2  Story,  Eq.  Jut.  13th 
ed.  §  1321;  2  Washb.  RearProp.  5th  ed.  24: 
Gates  V.  Parmly,  93  Wis.  294,  66  N.  \V.  2r>:j. 
67  N.  \V.  739;  Sclaon  v.  Stephens,  107  \Vi<. 
136,  82  N.  W.  163;  Donnelly  y.  Bastes,  H; 
Wis.  390,  69  N.  Vf.  157.  Courts  and  text 
writers  acknowledge  the  limitation  men- 
tioned to  be  distinctly  marked.  This  lan- 
guage is  used  in  2  Story,  £q.  Jur.  13th  ed. 
§  1321 :  *'It  is  admitted,  indeed,  that,  where 
the  condition  or  forfeiture  is  merely  a  secu- 
rity for  the  nonpayment  of  money,  ,  .  . 
there  it  is  to  be  treated  as  a  mere  security 
and  in  the  nature  of  a  penalty,  and  is  ac- 
cordingly relievable.  But,  if  the  forfeitur»» 
arises  from  the  breach  of  other  covenant^ 
of  a  collateral  nature,  as,  for  example,  of  h 
covenant  to  repair,  there,  although  conipen- 


has  leased  the  promiBes  giving  the  right  to 
purchase  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  after 
valuable  improvements  have  been  placed  upon 
the  property,  and  rent  has  been  received  for  a 
long  period  after  the  time  when  by  the  terms 
of  the  lease  It  was  due.  suddenly  to  enter  for 
nonpayment  without  notice,  and  thereby  con- 
flHcate  the  Improvements.  Carpenter  v.  Wil- 
son  (Md.)   59  Atl.  186. 

So  where  a  landlord,  by  acquiescence  In  the 
tenant's  dilatorlness  In  payment  of  rent,  has  In- 
duced the  tenant  to  believe  that  strict  ob- 
servance of  his  covenant  to  pay  rent  at  a  speci- 
fied time  will  not  be  required  of  htm.  equity 
will  not  permit  the  landlord  to  enforce  a  for- 
feiture which  would  be  Inequitable  where  full 
compensation  can  be  made  to  tlie  landlord. 
Thropp  V.   Field,   26   N.   J.    Kq.   82, 

So  where,  for  a  period  of  forty  years,  money 
has  been  received  as  rent,  instead  of  a  foreign- 
made  article,  for  which  the  lease  stipulates, 
which  has  ceased  to  be  lmport*Hi.  e<iiiity  will 
enjoin  a  re-entry  for  nontender  of  such  article 
at  a  rent  day,  unless  adequate  notice  of  an  In- 
tention to  Insist  on  the  terms  of  the  lease  has 
been  given  to  the  lessee.  Mlley  v.  Fifty  As- 
Hociates.  101  Mass.  A'.Vl. 

If,  after  the  forfeiture  has  been  Incurred 
for  nonpayment  of  rent,  the  landlord  proceeds  to 
make  a  distress  for  rent  previously  due.  he 
waives  the  forfeiture,  and  equity  will  relieve 
the  tenant  therefrom.  (?hase  v.  Knickerbocker 
IMiosphnte  Co.  32  A  pp.  1)1  v.  400.  .-.;!  .\.  V. 
Supp.    220. 

Equity  will  not  permit  the  forfeiture  of  an 
estate  for  breach  of  condition  prohibiting  the 
Hale  of  Intoxicating  liquors,  where  the  breach 
has  been  permitted  for  many  years  without 
objection.  Lehigh  Coal  ft  Nav.  Co.  v.  Early, 
162  Pa.   338.   29   Atl.   736. 

And  the  same  principle  was  applied  In  Fidei- 
Itv  Ins.  Trust  &  S.  D.  Co.  v.  Frldonberg, 
175  Pa.  500,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  Sr.l,  34  Atl.  84H. 

In  Honnlwell  v.  Madison,  107  Iowa,  85,  77 
N.  W.  530,  which  was  a  suit  In  equity  to  quiet 
plaintiff's  title  to  certain  renl  cHtate,  it  ap- 
peared that  plalntiflC  had  covenanted  to  main- 
tain a  fence  as  a  condition  to  a  conveyance  of 
land ;  that  he  had  failed  to  do  so ;  and  th£tt 
defendant  entered,  and  was  insisting  on  the 
forfeiture  when  the  action  to  quiet  title  was 
brought.  The  court  granted  the  relief  upon 
the  grounds  of  waiver  and  absence  of  demand 
lor  performance,  saying  that  when  maintenance 
til)  L.  R.  A. 


or  use  Is  a  part  of  the  condition  there  must 
be  such  a  neglect  to  maintain  as  to  Indi- 
cate an  Intention  not  to  comply,,  to  constitute 
a  breach  of  condition. 

The  obligee  may  have  prevented  compliance 
with  the  contract. 

Where  a  state  makes  a  grant  of  land  to  a 
railroad  company  on  condition  that  It  corn- 
pine  Its  road  within  a  specified  time,  and  then 
prevents  a  compliance  with  the  condition  b.r 
plunging  Into  war,  equity  will  regard  the  con- 
ditions as  if  no  particular  time  for  performance 
were  specliled,  and  will  prevent  a  forfeiture 
If  performance  occurs  within  a  reasonable  time. 
Davis  V.  Gray,  16  Wall.  203,  21  L.  ed.  447  : 

The  obligee  may  have  misled  the  obligor  tu 
such  an  extent  that  he  will  be  precluded  from 
Insisting  on   a   forfeiture. 

Equity  will  not  permit  a  forfeiture  for  acta 
occurring  during  a  i)erlod  when  the  landlord, 
by  his  conduct,  leads  the  tenant  to  believe 
that  a  forfeiture  will  not  be  Insisted  on. 
rintteiy  v.  Andcrdon,  12  Ir.  Eq.  Rep.  218. 

Equity  will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  for 
breach  of  covenant  to  repair  where  the  landlord 
has  led  the  tenant  Into  supposing  that  the 
covenant  will  not  be  Insisted  on.  Hughes  v. 
Metropolitan  R.  Co.  L.  R.  1  C.  P.  Dlv.  120. 
Affirmed  In  L.  R.  2  A  pp.  Cas.  430. 

If  the  landlord  has  led  the  tenant  to  suppose 
that  the  provisions  of  the  lease  will  not  be 
strictly  Insisted  on,  he  will  not  be  permitted  to 
enforce  a  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  until  he 
has  given  notice  that  such  Is  his  Intention. 
Cogley  v.  Browne.  15  Phlla.  162,  11  W.  N.  C*, 
224  ;  Wanainaker  v.  McCaully,  M  W.  N,  C.  450. 

In  North  Staffordshire  Steel  ft  I.  Co.  v. 
Caraoys.  11  Jur.  N.  S.  555,  It  Is  intimated  that, 
where  a  landlord  Is  aware  that  a  lease  has 
lieen  forfeited,  and  permits  the  lessee  to  go 
on  spending  money  on  the  property,  he  will 
not  be  permitted  to  rely  on  the  forfeiture. 

If  the  lessor  In  an  oil  lease  has.  by  his  con- 
duct, led  the  lessee  to  believe  that  prompt 
payment  of  rentals  will  not  be  Insisted  on. 
equity  will  not  permit  him  suddenly  to  take 
advantage  of  a  lapse  In  payment  and  enforce 
a  forfeiture  without  notice  to  the  lessee  that 
he  Intends  to  do  so.  HuklU  v.  Myers,  36  W. 
Va.  6.^0,   15   S.   E.  151. 

Equity  will  not  permit  the  landlord  to  en- 
trap the  tenant  by  establishing  a  certain 
course  of  dealing,  and  then,  without  notice, 
suddenly  enter  up  a  judgment  and  evict  him. 
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sation  might  be  ascertained,  •  •  •  yet 
it  has  been  held  that  courts  of  equity  ought 
not  to  relieve,  but  should  leave  the  parties 
to  their  remedy  at  law."  The  subject  was 
discussed  at  some  length  in  Klein  v.  New 
York  L,  Ins.  Co.  104  U.  S.  88,  26  L.  ed. 
662,  where  it  was  held  that  the  doctrine, 
that  the  consequences  of  nonperformance  of 
a  condition  precedent  are  relievable  in 
equity  upon  the  basis  of  a  money  compen- 
sation for  damages  suffered,  has  no  appli- 
cation to  a  case  where  the  condition  was  in- 
serted in  the  contract  to  secure  something 
other  than  the  payment  of  money,  or  some- 
thing having  a  distinct  money  value,  which 
was  made  a  principal  and  essential  thing. 
The  case  before  the  court  involved  the  ques- 
tion of  whether  equity  can  relieve  from  the 


consequences  of  failure  to  make  payment  of 
a  renewal  premium  upon  an  insurance  pol- 
icy, the  contract  stipulating  the  effect  there- 
of to  be  to  render  the  policy  void.  It  was 
contended  on  the  one  side  that  the  damage 
to  the  company  by  reason  of  being  out  of 
the  money  a  short  time  was  easily  ascertain- 
able, and  that,  as  compensation  could  be 
made  therefor,  equity  had  jurisdiction  to  say 
that  the  insurance  company  should  take 
that  compensation  instead  of  what  was  its 
right  under  the  terms  of  the  insurance  con- 
tract. The  deo*.Mon  was  adverse  theretc, 
because  the  condition  was  not  inserted  mere- 
ly to  secure  payment  of  money,  but  to  se- 
cure prompt  payment  in  accordance  with  a 
general  policy  of  the  company,  and  because 
the   injurious   consequences   of   a   violation 


Bnt  If  the  tenant,  by  bis  conduct,  bas  sbown 
that  he  no  longer  depends  upon  the  course  of 
dealing,  but  relies  upon  the  exact  performance 
of  the  terms  of  the  lease,  equity  will  not  in- 
trefere  to  relieve  him  from  failure  of  compliance 
therewith.  Times  tjo.  v.  Slebrecht,  15  Pblla. 
235,  11  W.  N.  C.  288. 

YI.  Collateral   covenants, 

a.  Jn  general. 

When  the  covenant  for  breach  of  which  a 
forfeiture  is  sought  is  not  one  requiring  merely 
the  payment  of  money,  but  is  of  the  class  to 
which  the  generic  name  "collateral  covenants" 
has  been  applied,  that  is,  where  it  requires  the 
performance  of  some  act,  or  the  pursuance  of 
some  course  of  conduct, — the  matter  of  compen- 
sation is  not  as  easily  settled  as  in  the  other 
class  of  cases,  and  the  courts  will  interpose  with 
greater  hesitation.  The  presence  of  fraud,  ac- 
cident, or  mistake  may  induce  the  court  to  in- 
terpose even  if  the  rule  of  compensation  Is  not 
clear.  And  if  there  is  a  plain  rule  of  compen- 
sation, and  the  case  is  one  for  equitable  relief, 
the  court  will  interpose  merely  to  save  the  for- 
feiture. But  in  the  latter  case,  before  the  court 
will  entertain  the  suit,  the  equities  of  the  case 
must  be  made  strongly  to  appear. 

Relief  may  be  granted  in  equity,  even  where 
the  condition  is  for  the  performance  of  collateral 
acts.     Henry  v.  Tupper,  29  Vt.  368. 

In  Davis  v.  West,  12  Yes.  Jr.  476,  the  court 
Rays  the  authorities  establish  that  where  cov- 
enants  other  than  for  payment  of  rent  are 
broken,  and  there  is  no  fraud,  and  the  party  is 
capable  of  giving  complete  compensation,  it  is 
the  province  of  equity  to  Interfere  and  give 
relief  against  the  forfeiture. 

In  Lovat  v.  Kanelagh.  3  Yes.  &  B.  24,  it  is 
intimated  that  relief  would  be  granted  against 
a  breach  of  covenant  as  to  the  manner  of  cui- 
.tivation  of  the  land  if  little  damage  had  resulted 
from  It. 

In  Dowell  v.  Dew,  1  Younge  ft  C.  Ch.  Cas. 
345,  the  court,  in  considering  the  question  of 
relief  from  breaches  of  covenants  in  a  farm 
lease,  says  if,  according  to  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion of  strict  covenants,  a  tenant  was  to  be 
ejected  for  a  foul  turnip  field,  an  unhinged 
gate,  a  broken  shutter,  or  some  matters  of  that 
dencriptlon  which  frequently  occur  on  the  best- 
manai^ed  farms,  there  would  scarcely  be  a  lease 
Jn  existence  throughout  the .  Kingdom.  It  is 
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necessary  in  these  cases  to  make  a  reasonable 
allowance,  and  not  put  too  strong  and  precise 
interpretation  on  such  covenants. 

In  Paschall  v.  Passmore,  16  Pa.  206,  the 
court,  in  discussing  the  effect  of  a  provision  of 
a  grant,  "under  this  condition,  nevertheless, 
that  the  i^mntee  should  maintain  a  bridge, 
said  that  considerations  such  as  the  fact  that 
no  attention  had  lieen  paid  for  a  long  period 
of  time  to  the  nonmaintenance  oi  the  brid;^;^, 
and  that  the  enforcement  of  the  couditlrn 
would  result  in  the  forfeiture  of  a  valuable 
estate,  at  one  time  Induced  the  English  courts 
of  equity  to  favor  the  doctrine  that,  where  no 
injury  bad  in  fact  been  inflicted  by  the  non- 
performance of  a  condition,  or  only  such  as 
might  have  been  compensated  in  pecuniary  dam- 
ages, equity  would  not  permit  a  forfeiture  ot 
the  estate.  And,  though  Ix>rd  Kldon  and  suc- 
ceeding chancellors  have  since  confined  the  rule 
to  conditions  of  re-entry  for  nonpayment  of 
vent,  it  may  at  least  admit  of  question  whether, 
in  cases  like  the  present,  the  courts  of  this 
country  would  not  lean  in  favor  of  a  liberal  ex- 
tcnnlon  of  the  rule  In  prevention  of  injustice. 

In  Descarlett  v.  *  Dennett,  9  Mod.  22,  the 
court  refufied  to  relieve  against  a  breach  of 
covenant  not  to  permit  the  use  of  a  way  over  the 
premises  upon  the  ground  that  it  was  wilful, 
and  that  the  loss  could  not  be  estimated  in 
damages,  since  it  tended  to  the  prejudice  of  the 
inheritance  inasmuch  as  it  might  amount  to 
evidence  for  a  prescription. 

And  if  there  is  a  breach  of  several  covenants 
in  a  lease,  and  there  is  any  one  of  them  with 
resi>ect  to  which  there  exists  no  equitable 
ground  for  relief,  although  there  may  be  as  to 
all  the  others  the  most  unquestionable  right 
to  relieve,  equity  will  not  interfere  to  prevent 
the  lessor  from  recovering  po.ssesslon  because 
of  the  breach.  Nokes  v.  Gibbon,  8  Drew,  681. 
26  L.  .r.  Ch.  N.  8.  433. 

So  relief  from  a  breach  of  covenant  to  culti- 
vate the  portion  of  the  demised  premises  not 
built  upon  cannot  be  granted  becauRe  of  an 
alteration  of  the  contract  as  to  the  portion 
upon  which  buildings  have  been  placed.  II II  1.4 
v.  Rowland,  4  De  G.   M.  &  G.  430. 

And  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States 
has  stated  that,  in  respect  to  covenants  per- 
taining to  leasehold  estates  other  than  for 
the  payment  of  rent,  or  where  the  elements  of 
fraud,  accident,  or  mistake  are  wanting,  and 
the  power  of  compensation  Is  uncertain,  equity 
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thereof  could  not  be  measured  hj  any  defi- 
nite rule. 

It  is  not  strictly  accurate  to  say,  ex- 
pressly or  by  inference,  that  relief  from  a 
breach  of  condition  subsequent  can  be  grant- 
ed merely  because  a  stipulation  for  a  for- 
feiture was  inserted  in  the  contract  as  a 
security.  Nelson  v.  Stephens^  107  Wis.  145, 
82  N.  W.  165.  It  roust  stand  as  security 
for  the  payment  of  money  or  for  the  per- 
formance of  something  the  breach  of  which 
can  be  definitely  measured  in  money,  the 
doing  of  the  particular  thing,  or  the  doing 
of  it  at  a  particular  time,  not  being  by  the 
contract  expressly  made  material,  or,  in 
other  words,  of  the  essence  thereof.  There 
is  no  better  illustration  of  this  than  the 
ordinary  agreement  to  pay  a  certain  sum  of 


money  at  a  particular  time  upon  a  land  con- 
tract, coupled  with  a  condition  of  forfeiture 
in  case  of  the  nonpayment  according  to  the 
agreement.  Ordinarily  it  is  held  that  the 
payment  of  the  money  is  the  principal  thin  jr. 
Therefore,  equity  will  give  compensation  for 
the  breach  as  to  time  by  the  usual  rules  for 
measuring  loss  cau.sed  by  a  breach  of  an 
agreement  as  to  time  in  the  payment  of 
money.  But,  if  the  contract  expressly  and 
unequivocally  makes  time  of  payment  thp 
principal  thing  the  condition  was  inserted 
to  secure,  equity  will  not  relieve  from  a 
breach  tliereof  though  no  real  pecuniary  Io<s 
be  suflFered  thereby  by  the  person  entitled 
to  the  benefit  of  the  condition.  In  Gates  v. 
Family,  93  Wis.  204,  66  N.  W.  253,  67  N. 
W.  739,  this  language  was  used:     "It  would 


will  not  interfere.  It  allows  the  forfeiture  to 
be  enforced  if  such  Is  the  remedy  provided  by 
the  contract.  Tfils  rule  is  applied  to  the  cove- 
nant to  repair,  to  Insure,  and  not  to  assign. 
Sheets  v.  Selden,  7  Wall.  416,  19  L.  ed.  lOr,. 

So  in  a  California  case  it  is  stated  that  there 
are  numerous  cases  arising  under  leases  and  In 
contracts  where  time  is  not  of  the  essence  of 
the  contract.  In  which  courts  of  equity  will 
relieve  against  a  forfeiture.  The  general  doc- 
trine is  that  equity  will  relieve  where  the 
thing  may  be  done  afterwards,  or  compensation 
can  be  made  for  it ;  but  tbat,  unless  a  full 
compen.satlon  can  be  given  so  as  to  put  the  party 
in  precisely  the  same  situation,  a  court  of 
e<iulty  will  not  interfere.  The  only  cases 
where  equity  interposes  as  to  such  conditions 
are  where  the  failure  of  performance  has 
been  the  effect  of  accident,  and  the  injury  Is 
capable  of  compensation  in  damages  which 
the  court  has  the  means  of  mcsHuring,  and 
where  the  grantor  can  be  made  perfectly  secure 
and  indemnified,  and  can  be  placed  in  the 
same  situation  as  if  the  occurrence  had  not 
happened.  This  applies  to  cases  where  the 
condition  is  for  the  payment  of  money  at  a 
particular  time,  and  compensation  for  the  delay 
can  be  measured  by  the  interest  during  that 
time.  But  where  the  condition  is  for  tUV} 
performance  of  a  collateral  act,  the  rule  is  dif- 
ferent, as  the  court  has  no  Rtaudard  by  which 
to  measure  damages.  Parsons  v.  Smilie,  97 
t'al.  658,  32  Pac.  702. 

b.  Failure  to  improve  or  repair. 

Equity  will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  in- 
curred by  breach  of  covenant  In  a  lease  of 
real  estate  to  prosecute  the  work  of  fitting 
tip  the  premises  for  certain  purposes  without 
delay,  in  the  absence  of  bad  faith  on  the  part  of 
the  lessee,  and  where  no  actual  damaf?e  has 
been  Hustalned  by  tho  loHsor.  Lundln  v.  Schoef- 
fcl,  167  Mass.  465,  45  N.  E.  93;{. 

But  where  one  who  had  talcen  a  lease  ot 
ground  upon  condition  that  he  would  erect 
liouses  on  it  failed  to  comply  with  the  con- 
dition after  he  had  commenced  operations, 
whereupon  the  landowner  proceeded  to  enforce 
the  forfeiture,  and  the  tenant  applied  to 
equity  for  relief,  the  court  said  that  the  ten- 
ant's failure  to  perform  had  not  arisen  from 
any  default  of  the  landowner,  and  that  the 
landowner  had  a  perfect  right  to  insist  on  the 
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forfeiture,   and   the  bill   was  dismissed.     Croft 
V.  Goldsmid,  24  Beav.  312. 

So  breach  of  condition  in  a  lease  to  maKo 
a  roadway  in  front  of  the  property  is  not 
excused  by  the  fact  that  it  would  be  cut  up 
by  building  operations  on  adjoining  lots. 
Nokes  V.  Gibbon,  3  Drew.  681.  26  L.  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  433. 

So  breach  of  covenant  to  construct  a  drain 
Is  not  excused  by  the  fact  that  the  tenant  bad 
employed  a  person  to  do  the  work,  but  he  had 
done  it  improperly  and  deceived  the  tenant  as 
to  Its  efficacy.     Ibid. 

It  will  be  noticed  tbat  in  the  cases  in  which 
relief  was  denied  the  covenant  had  not  been 
complied  with,  and  no  offer  of  compliance  is 
shown,  but  an  excuse  is  offered  for  noncom- 
pliance. That  Is  not  sufficient  to  bring  the 
case  within  any  rule  justifying  relief. 

With  respect  to  the  right  to  relief  In  case  of 
nonrepair,  the  cases  are  conflicting. 

In  •  Sanders  v.  Pope,  12  Yes.  Jr.  282.  the 
chancellor  (Ersklne)  relieved  against  breach  of 
a  covenant  to  lay  out  a  certain  sum  within  a 
given  time  In  repairs. 

But  in  Bracebrldge  v.  Buckley,  2  Price.  200. 
it  was  held  that  there  can  be  no  relief  against 
breach  of  covenant  to  lay  out  a  certain  amount 
In  making  repairs  on  the  leasehold,  becaus(> 
there  can  be  no  effectual  means  of  ascertaining 
or  of  making  compensation.  But  Wood.  B.. 
dissented  on  the  ground  that  such  a  decision 
would  overrule  Sanders  v.  Pope,  12  Ves,  Jr. 
282,  which  he  thought  to  be  rightly  decided. 

The  c&sea  may  be  dlstlngulslied  on  the  ground 
that  in  the  first  the  failure  was  to  lay  out  the 
sum  within  a  given  time,  with  nothing  to  show 
that  it  would  not  be  equally  efficacious  If  made 
Fubsequently.  In  the  other.  It  does  not  appenr 
that  there  was  an  offer  to  lay  out  the  sum  sub- 
sequently. 

And  in  Bamford  v.  Creasy,  3  Oiff.  675,  where 
a  judgment  had  been  taken  for  breach  of  cov- 
enants  to  pay  rent  and  reoalr  and  to  insure.  • 
the    cases    holding    that '  no    relief    would    be 
granted  a  tenant  who  had  failed  to  rei>air  and 
Insure  were  noticed,  and  the  court  stated  that 
they  were  cases  in  which  the  plaintiff  came  Into 
equity   seeking  injunction    to   restrain  proceed 
Ings  at  law,  confessing  breach  of  covenant  and 
asking  relief.     In  these  cases  equity  always  n»- 
fused  to  interfere,  treating  the  question  of  f^'* 
felture  or  not  as  one  with  which  equity  woii'f! 
not  deal  where  the  landlord  has  a  legal  riplit 
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seem  that  where  the  condition  is  security 
for  the  payment  of  money  or  the  perform- 
ance of  any  particuhir  act,  .  .  .  relief 
may  be  granted."  The  broad  statement  was 
unnecessary  to  the  decision  of  the  case  in 
which  it  was  used,  and  may  be  misleading. 
Manifestly,  courts  have  not  yet  gone  so  far 
as  to  hold  that  equity  can  relieve  from  the 
consequences  of  the  breach  of  a  condition 
wlierever  it  stands  as  security  for  the  per- 
formance of  some  act.  It  cannot  if  the  act 
itself  is  of  the  essence  of  the  contract,  the 
principal  thing,  and  it  cannot  if  the  dam- 
ages caused  by  the  breach  are  not  suscepti- 
ble of  accurate  determination  by  calcula- 
tion, substantially  the  same  as  if  the  act 
were  the  mere  payment  of  money.  It  is 
said    by    Judge    Story    that    the    English 


courts  hold  that  in  all  cases  of  forfeiture 
for  the  breach  of  any  covenant  other  than 
the  covenant  to  pay  rent,  no  relief  ought  to 
be  granted  in  equity  unless  upon  the  ground 
of  accident,  mistake,  fraud,  or  surprise,  al- 
though the  breach  is  capable  of  a  just  com- 
pensation. 2  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  13th  ed.  § 
1323.  A  somewhat  broader  doctrine  than 
that  has  prevailed  in  the  courts  of  this 
country,  care  being  exercised,  as  indicateil 
in  Klein  v.  Xew  York  L.  Ins.  Co.  104  U. 
S.  88,  26  L.  ed.  602,  not  to  substitute  n 
contract  of  their  own  for  the  one  the  par- 
ties made  so  as  to  prevent  them  from  hav- 
ing the  thing  made  by  them  the  very  es- 
sence of  their  agreement.  Probably  as  valu- 
able a  discussion  of  the  scope  of  the  rule, 
as  recognized  generally  in  this  country,  as 


upon  the  covenant.  But  It  had  nf'ver  been  said 
that  (•qiiiiy  would  not,  under  any  circumstances, 
grant  relief  for  breach  of  such  covenants. 
Special  circumstances  might  entitle  a  tenant  to 
relief  In  such  cases,  such  as  accident  and 
surprise.  And  relief  was  granted  where  a 
judgment  in  ejectment  had  been  taken  by  de- 
fault, without  anything  to  show  that  there 
had  been  a  breach  of  covenant. 

But  In  mil  V.  Barclay,  16  Ves.  Jr.  40L'. 
where  a  similar  covenant  was  Involved,  Kldon. 
chancellor,  says  that  considerable  arguments 
might  be  urged  against  the  relief  granted  In 
the  Sanders  Case.  He  says  that  the  difficulty 
with  its  doctrine  Is  that  there  Is  no  mutuality 
Id  It.  The  tenant  cannot  be  compelled  to  re- 
pair; and  is  the  tenant  to  have  the  option, 
against  the  will  of  the  landlord,  of  keeping  the 
lease  upon  these  terms,  from  time  to  time 
breaking  the  covenant  which  he  cannot  be  com- 
pelled to  perform,  and  saying  that  he  will  not 
fulfil  the  obligation?  The  relief  was  refused  In 
that  case,  although  the  court  does  not  hold 
that  equity  would  be  precluded  In  all  cases 
from  affording  any  relief. 

In  Gregory  v.  Wilson,  9  Hare,  683,  In  speak- 
ing of  breach  of  covenant  to  repair,  the  ulci 
chancellor  said,  where  a  man  who  knows  that 
he  is  charged  with  a  legal  obligation  neglects 
to  perform  it,  his  neglect  to  do  so  must  be 
deemed  to  be  wilful,  and.  If  he  persists  in  It, 
to  be  obstinate. 

In  Job  V.  Banister,  2  Kay  &  J.  374,  where 
there  was  a  breach  of  covenants  to  roniir 
and  insure,  the  court  says  It  cannot  interfere 
between  the  parties  to  the  legal  contract  One 
had  agreed  to  Insure  and  keep  the  premises  In 
repair,  for  a  breach  of  which  the  other  had  a 
right  to  re-enter.  It  is  as  much  a  part  ot 
the  contract  that  the  lessor  should  have  the 
right  to  re-enter  on  breach  of  the  covenants 
to  Insure  or  repair  as  that  he  should  have  the 
rent.  The  case  could  be  dealt  with  In  no 
other  way  than  by  leaving  the  parties  to  their 
rights  at  law. 

In  Ex-parte  Vaughan,  Turn.  &  R.  434,  the 
court.  In  the  exercise  of  Its  supervisory  power 
over  a  lunatic's  estate,  relieved  his  tenant  from 
a  forfeiture  for  nonrepair,  where  the  repairs 
were  properly  made  by  the  direction  of  ihe 
court,  and  the  tenant  was  In  other  respects  a 
desirable  one. 

So  where  a  landlord  is  attempting  to  enforce 
a  forfeiture  for  nonrepair,  which  will  work 
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great  hardship  on  the  lessee,  and  full  com- 
pensation can  be  made  In  money,  equity  will 
relieve.  Hagar  v.  Buck,  44  Vt.  285,  8  Am. 
Rep.  368. 

So  where  there  was  a  breach  of  covenant  to 
repair  in  permitting  the  roof  of  the  bam  to 
get  out  of  repair,  the  lord  chancellor  said  he 
could  not  apprehend  what  damage  the  laud- 
lord  could  sustain  if  the  lessee  suffered  toe 
Imlldlngs  to  be  out  of  repair,  so  as  he  kept  the 
main  timber  from  being  rotten,  and  left  all  In 
jfood  rt'palr  ])efore  the  end  of  the  term :  and 
he  granted  the  relief.  Hack  v.  Leonard,  9 
?.!od.  Ml. 

The  same  special  equities  may  govern  In 
this  class  ol  cases  as  have  been  apparent  In 
other  classes  already  noticed. 

Thus,  where  repairs  had  been  undertaken 
and  proceeded  with  mostly  to  completion,  but 
delayed  by  the  weather,  while  the  landlord  ap- 
peared to  be  satisfied  with  what  was  being 
done,  relief  was  granted.  '  Bargent  v.  Thom- 
son, 4  Glff.  473. 

So  where  the  time  allowed  for  making  re- 
pairs Is  consumed  by  a  negotiation  upon  an 
o(^er  by  the  lessee  to  sell  his  Interest  In  the 
propfTty,  equity  will  relieve  from  a  forfeiture 
which  the  lessor  attempts  to  enforce.  Hughes 
v.  Metropolitan  It.  Co.  L.  R.  2  App.  Cas.  439. 
Lord  O'llagan  places  his  concurrence  upon  the 
ground  that,  while  equity  has  no  right  to  re- 
lieve the  tenant  because  the  forfeiture  pressed 
hardly  upon  hlra,  yet,  that  hv  wns  o'ltltird  i'» 
relief  because  he  failed  to  act  through  a  mis- 
take Induced  by  the  conduct  of  the  landlord. 

And  In  Ilannam  v.  South  London  Water- 
works Co.  2  Merlv.  61,  the  chancellor  granted 
an  Injunction  to  restrain  proceedings  to  en- 
force a  forfeiture  for  breach  of  a  covenant  to 
repair,  upon  the  ground  that  a  treaty  with  a 
third  person  was  pending,  upon  the  successful 
outcome  of  which  the  repaired  buildings  would 
Immediately  be  pulled  down. 

But  there  Is  no  ground  for  relieving  a  tenant 
whose  conduct  has  been  gross  and  ruinous  that 
the  landlord  may  be  placed  In  the  same  situa- 
tion by  afterwards  putting  the  premises  In 
sufficient  repair.  The  chancellor  asks,  How 
can  it  be  ascertained  that  the  subsequent  re- 
pairs do  put  the  landlord  In  the  same  state? 
Hill  V.  Barclay,  16  Ves.  Jr.  402. 

Upon  a  rehearing  of  the  case,  the  court  ad- 
hered to  Its  former  decision  upon  the  ground 
that,   after  demand  by  the   lessor,   the   tenant 
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can  be  found,  is  in  the  opinion  of  Red  field, 
Ch.  J.,  in  Henry  v.  Tupper,  29  Vt.  358.  In 
Grigg  v.  Landis,  21  N.  J.  Eq.  494,  it  wa» 
held  that  a  court  cannot  relieve  from  the 
consequences  of  the  breach  of  a  condition 
subsequent  that  certain  improvements  shall 
be  put  upon  granted  premises  witliin  a 
specified  time,  it  appearing  that  time  was 
made  by  the  contract  a  principal  thing; 
that  the  condition  of  forfeiture  in  such  a 
case  is  not  made  merely  to  secure  the  mak- 
ing of  the  improvements,  but  the  making  of 
them  within  a  particular  time  agreed  up- 
on. In  discussing  the  subject  the  court 
said:  "It  is  not  therefore  to  be  supposed 
that  a  court  of  equity  will  lightly  dispense 
with  contracts  made  between  competent  par- 
ties, and  substitute  other  agreements  more 


in  accordance  with  variable  rules  of  right 
and  conscience.  Every  presumption  will  be 
made  in  favor  of  such  contracts  and  they 
will  be  enforced  according  to  the  intention 
of  the  parties  expressed  and  implieJ,  unless 
it  can  be  shown  tliat  thereby  some  hard- 
ship or  wrong,  not  within  the  presumed 
contemplation  of  the  parties  at  the  time, 
will  result  from  such  enforcement." 

From  what  has  been  said  it  seems  clear 
that  the  doctrine,  that  a  court  of  equity 
may  relieve  a  party  from  the  consequences 
to  him  of  his  breach  of  a  condition  subse- 
quent, does  not  apply  to  the  facts  of  this 
case.  The  condition  was  not  inserted  in  the 
deed  to  secure  the  payment  of  money,  nor 
the  performance  of  any  act  that  could  be 
substantially  performed  by  the  payment  of 


took  not  one  step  in  compliance  therewith ; 
and  the  chancellor  asks.  Am  I.  then,  to  spec- 
ulate under  such  circumstances,  and  determine 
that  It  id  so  clear  that  the  repairs.  If  done  in 
the  future,  will  be  equally  or  more  beneticial, 
that  all  the  contract  between  the  parties 
shall  be  undone?  My  opinion  is  that  this  is 
more  than  Is  established  by  the  decisions.  18 
Ves.  Jr.  56. 

c.  Failure   to   insure. 

A.  failure  to  insure  at  once  Jeopardizes  the 
rlKhts  of  the  oblif?ee,  and  there  can  be  no  ad- 
equate compensation  therefor;  and,  therefore, 
the  general  rule  is  that  no  relief  can  be  granted 
from  a  forfeiture  sought  for  such  failure. 
White  v.  Warner,  2  Meriv.  459;  Elchenlaub  ▼. 
Neil,  10  Ohio  C.  C.  427;  Green  v.  Bridges. 
4   Sim.   96. 

There  will  be  no. relief  for  breach  of  cove- 
nant to  insure.  Such  a  breach  of  covenant  is 
out  of  the  measure  of  damages.  And  the  ef- 
fect of  giving  relief  would  be  that  any  tenant 
may  break  this  special  covenant  with  Impunity, 
and  every  landlord  must  be  content  to  talce  his 
tenant  for  his  insurer.  Rolfe  ▼.  Harris,  2 
l*rice,  206,  note. 

In  Thompson  v.  Guyon,  5  Sim.  65,  it  is  as- 
sumed that  there  can  be  no  relief  in  case  of 
breach  of  covenant  to  insure. 

In  Reynolds  v.  Pitt.  19  Ves.  .Jr.  134,  the 
court  said,  with  reference  to  a  forfeiture  for 
breach  of  covenant  to  insure:  If  the  tenant 
has  wilfully  and  obstinately  prevented  the  In- 
surance, and  It  has  so  subsisted  for  years, 
upon  what  principle  is  a  court  of  equity  to 
say  that  a  tenant  who  has  neglected  to  ful- 
fil his  contract  shall  insist  that  the  landlord 
shall  keep  all  the  terms  with  him? 

In  Rolfe  V.  Harris,  2  Price.  206,  note,  which 
was  an  application  for  relief  from  forfeiture  of 
a  leasehold  for  failure  to  Insure,  the  vice 
rhancellor  said  that  the  court  will  relieve 
only  where  the  forfeiture  is  the  effect  of  in- 
evitable accident,  and  the  Injury  or  inconven- 
ience arising  from  it  must  be  capable  of  com- 
pensation ;  but  that,  where  the  transgression 
Is  wilful,  or  the  compensation  impracticable, 
the  court  will  not  interfere.  Sanders  v.  Pope, 
12  Ves.  .Tr.  282,  is  said  to  go  further  than 
the  authorities  warranted.  The  Jurisdiction, 
If  exercised  at  all,  should  be  confined  to  cases 
of  a  pecuniary  nature,  such  as  nonpayment  of 
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rent,  and  money  not  paid  by  a  day  certain,  and 
where  such  breaches  stand  alone. 

But  where,  by  reason  of  accident,  insurance 
policies  secured  by  the  tenant  in  compliance  ' 
with  the  terms  of  the  lease  were  not  acceptable 
to  the  lessor,  it  was  held  that  equity  would 
relieve;  the  court  saying  that  It  may  fairly 
be  argued  that,  if  a  lessee,  in  good  faith,  pro- 
cures insurance;  Intending  to  observe  the  re- 
quirements of  the  covenant,  but  fails  to  do  so. 
the  lessor  cannot,  without  notice,  enforce  i 
forfeiture.  But,  assuming  that  there  has 
been  a  breach,  it  is  a  case  In  which  equity 
ought  to  furnish  relief.  Mactler  v.  Osbom. 
146  Mass.  399,  4  Am.  St  Rep.  323,  15  N.  K. 
641. 

And  where  a  property  owner  procured  his 
creditors  to  take  an  assl^ment  of  leases  of 
it,  and  cancel  the  debt,  the  property  being 
comparatively  worthless,  but  having  been  given 
ai  fictitious  value  by  the  owner's  dealings 
with  it,  he  was  enjoined  from  enforcing  a  for- 
feiture for  neglect  to  comply  with  the  condi- 
tions as  to  insurance.  Meek  ▼.  Carter,  4  Jur. 
N.  S.  992. 

d.  Other  eovenante. 

In  Worcester  v.  Copyholder,  Freem.  Ch.  137. 
the  court  refused  to  relieve  a  forfeiture  for 
voluntary    waste    In    cutting    timber. 

But  in  Bowen  v.  Whltmore,  Preem.  Ch.  192. 
where  a  forfeiture  had  been  declared  for  waste 
In  cutting  down  great  trees,  and  it  was  insisted 
that  it  was  impossible  to  set  them  up  again, 
and  to  put  the  lessor  in  the  same  plight  he  was 
In  before,  the  court  did  not  act  upon  the  sag- 
gestion,  but  granted  the  relief  granting  an  In- 
quiry to  ascertain  the  amount  of  the  injury. 

In  Thomas  v.  Porter,  1  Ch.  Caa.  95,  which 
was  a  bill  for  relief  from  a  forfeiture  for 
commission  of  waste,  the  lord  keeper  stated 
that  relief  would  be  granted  if  the  waste  was 
not  wilful,  but  not  if  it  was  wilful. 

Equity  will  not  relieve  from  forfeiture  for 
alienation  of  the  leasehold  without  license. 
Wafer  v.  Mocato.  9  Mod.  112.  The  reason 
given  was  because  It  was  unknown  what  should 
be  the  measure  of  damages.  For  equity  never 
relieves  but  In  such  cases  where  it  can  give 
some  compensation  in  damages,  and  where 
there  Is  some  rule  to  be  the  measure  of  such 
damages  to  avoid  being  arbitrary. 

In  Northcote  v.  Duke,  1  Ambl.  613,  2  Eden. 
322,  where  there  had  been  a  breach  of  condi- 
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mone^;  damages.  The  condition  was  not  only 
to  inclose  the  granted  premises  by  a  good  and 
sufiicicnt  legal  fence,  but  it  was  to  maintain 
the  same  forever.  The  grantee  agreed  to  put 
in  culverts  where  the  cross  drainage  ditches 
were  intercepted  by  the  railway  roadbed, 
and  put  in  a  suitable  crossing  where  de- 
sired by  the  grantor,  with  substantial  gates 
in  the  side  fences,  and,  bj'  inference,  to  main- 
tain such  connecting  culverts,  crossing,  and 
gates  perpetually.  There  is  no  rule  by 
which  damages  for  failure  to  do  those 
things  can  be  accurately  measured  in  money. 
Moreover,  it  is  manifest  that  the  perform- 
ance of  the  acts  mentioned  was  made  a  prin- 
cipal thing,  a  matter  of  the  very  essence  of 
the  contract.  The  learned  court  said  that 
no  pecuniary  loss  accrued  to  the  grantor  by 


reason  of  the  default  of  the  grantee,  and 
therefore  he  would  hold  that  equity  would 
shield  the  respondents  from  the  effects  of 
the  default.  The  fact  that  no  damages  ac- 
crued to  Uhen,  which  the  court  could  recog- 
nize and  measure  in  money,  notwithstand- 
ing evidence  showing  a  clear  breach  of  the 
conditions  of  the  deed,  should  have  pre- 
vented, rather  than  called  for,  an  application 
of  the  rule  mentioned.  In  Wafer  v.  Mocato, 
9  Mod.  112,  it  was  said  that,  if  a  man  makes 
a  lease  for  life  Upon  condition  that  the  lease 
shall  be  forfeited  if  the  lessee  assigns  or 
aliens  it  without  license,  and  afterwards  the 
lessee  doth  assign  it  without  license,  that 
is  a  forfeiture;  and  such  a  forfeiture 
against  which  the  court  cannot  relieve,  be- 
cause it   is  not  known  what  shall   be  the 


tlon  by  a  tenant  for  life  not  to  alienate  fov 
more  cban  seven  years,  the  chancellor  said  it 
was  so  that  equity  would  not  relieve  when 
the  act  was  voluntary.  But  the  laudlord  must 
not  have  been  injured  at  ull,  or  In  a  manner 
for  which  Interest  can  compensate  him.  1 
take  the  rule  to  be  that  in  all  cases  where  a 
person  has  broken  a  condition  and  forfeited 
a  penalty  equity  will  relieve  if  there  can  be  a 
compensation.  I  think  the  court  may  relieve 
where  a  tenant  cuts  down  timber. 

In  Daviea  v.  Moreton,  2  Ch.  Cas.  127,  the 
court  refused  to  relieve  from  a  forfeiture  for 
asslfirnin?  a  lease  contrary  to  its  conditions, 
unless  the  amount  received  for  the  assignment 
was  paid  to  the  lessor,  although  he  had  taken 
a  bond  for  the  amount  from  the  lessee. 

In  Whetstone  v.  Sainsbury,  Free,  in  Ch.  691, 
where  a  life  tenant  incurred  a  forfeiture  by 
mortgaging  the  property,  the  court  refused  re- 
lief upon  the  ground  that  it  was  a  contingency 
to  destroy  the  settlement  and  disinherit  tbe 
remainder-man,  and  in  cases  of  this  nature 
there  would  be  no  relief. 

But  the  master  of  the  rolls  reversed  this  de- 
cision upon  the  ground  that,  under  the  settle- 
ment, the  legal  estate  was  in  trustees,  and  the 
Interest  which  was  held  to  be  forfeited  was 
but  a  trust,  and  that  a  trust  for  life  was  not 
forfeited  by  a  fine ;  and  therefore  there  was  no 
forfeiture  which  required  the  aid  of  equity.  2 
P.  Wms.  146. 

Where  there  had  been  a  breach  of  covenant 
not  to  underlet  without  the  consent  of  the 
landlord,  through  the  mistake  of  the  solicitor 
In  falling  to  look  at  the  original  lease  in  draw- 
ing the  under  lease;  and  the  under  tenant  was 
a  man  of  chnracter»  so  that  there  could  have 
been  no  reasonable  objection  to  him ;  and  the 
landowner  could  not  have  been  injured  by  the 
breach  of  co\"enant, — the  court  held  that  equity 
could  grant  no  relief.  Barrow  v.  Isaacs  [1891] 
1  Q.  B.  417.  The  court  adopts  the  doctrine 
that  equity  will  relieve  only  in  case  of  fraud, 
accident,  or  mistake,  and  then  only  where  com- 
plete compensation  can  be  made,  or  there  is 
no  injury  which  requires  compensation.  It 
was  further  held  that  mere  forgetfulness  is 
not  mistake.  Kay.  L.  J.,  says,  at  first  there 
seems  to  have  been  some  hesitation  whether 
the  relief  extended  in  case  of  nonpayment  of 
rent  oui^lit  to  be  extended  to  other  cases  of  for- 
feiture for  breach  of  covenant,  such  as  to 
repair,  insure,  and  the  like,  where  compensation 
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could  be  made ;  but  It  was  soon  recognized  tlmt 
there  would  be  great  dlfBculty  In  estimating 
the  proper  amount  of  compensation,  and  since 
Hill  V.  Barclay,  it  has  always  been  held  that 
equity  would  not  relieve  merely  on  the  ground 
that  it  could  give  compensation  upon  breach  of 
any  covenant  in  a  lease  except  the  covenant  for 
payment  of  rent. 

And  that  case  was  followed  in  Eastern  Teleg. 
Co.  V.  Dent  [1899]  1  Q.  B.  835,  where  Hyde  v. 
Warden,  L.  R.  3  Exch.  DIv.  72,  was  disap- 
proved. 

In  Roberts  ▼.  Gets,  2  Daly,  540,  the  court,  in 
discussing  the  rights  inter  se  of  an  assignor 
and  assignee  of  a  leasehold  where  the  lease  con- 
tained a  clause  of  forfeiture  for  assignmeni, 
says  the  landlord  could  enter  for  condition 
broken,  and  equity  would  not  relieve  against  a 
forfeiture  thus  incurred.  The  court  says  equity 
will  relieve  against  a  forfeiture  incurred  by  ac- 
cident or  mistake,  or  where  full  compensation 
can  be  made,  as  for  nonpayment  of  rent,  or 
where  there  is  some  rule  by  which  to  measure 
the  damages,  or  where  an  assignment  is  made 
by  executors  after  the  death  of  the  lessee,  with- 
out the  lessor's  consent,  for  there  it  is  an 
alienation  by  the  act  of  God;  but  not  where 
the  assignment  is  voluntarily  made  by  the 
lessee  without  the  lessor's  consent  In  such 
cases  the  court  cannot  estimate  the  damage. 
There  is  no  rule  to  go  by,  for  it  cannot  say 
whether  the  lessor  will  gain  or  lose  by  the  as- 
signment. It  is  sufficient  that  he  insists  upon 
his  covenant 

But  equity  will  relieve  a  tenant  against  a 
forfeiture  for  breach  of  condition  against  sub- 
letting if  he  was  induced  to  make  the  sublease 
by  conduct  of  his  lessor,  which  amounts  to 
fraud.  Burke  v.  Prior,  15  !r.  Ch.  Rep.  106. 
The  court  says  the  landlord  will  not  be  per- 
mitted, where,  by  a  snare  or  contrivance,  be 
has  thrown  the  tenant  off  his  guard  to  Induce 
him  to  do  an  act  amounting  to  a  breach  of 
covenant,  then  to  turn  around  and  insist  on  tbe 
forfeiture. 

And  in  Hyde  v.  Warden,  L.  R.  3  Exch.  Div. 
72,  which  was  a  controversy  between  the  ten- 
ant and  one  who  had  contracted  fqr  a  sub- 
lease, as  to  the  right  to  enforce  the  contract,  It 
was  objected  that  the  required  consent  of  the 
landowner  had  not  been  obtained.  But  the 
court  held  that  It  was  stipulated  that  such 
consent  should  not  be  withheld  from  an  as- 
signment or  underlease  to  a  respectable  and  re- 
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measure  of  damages;  for  the  court  never 
relieves  but  in  cases  where  it  can  give  some 
compensation  for  damages,  and  where  there 
is  some  rule  to  be  the  measure  of  siich  dam- 
ages, to  avoid  being  arbitrary.  That  was 
quoted  with  approval  in  Sanders  v.  Pope, 
12  Ves.  Jr.  282,  and  is  found  often  referred 
to  in  American  decisions.  The  idea  run- 
ning througli  all  the  authorities  is  that  one 
of  the  essentials  to  the  application  of  the 
doctrine,  tliat  a  court  of  equity  may  relieve 
from  the  consequences  of  a  breach  of  a  con- 
dition subsequent,  is  that  the  damages  flow- 
ing frpm  the  breach  must  be  such  that  the 
court  can  measure  the  same  in  money  by 
some  established  rule. 

If  the  breach  of  such  a  condition  as  those 
involved  in  this  case  could  be,  under  some 


circumstances,  dealt  with  by  a  court  of 
equity,  bo  as  to  save  the  wrongdoer  from  the 
legal  consequences  thereof,  respondents 
would  still  have  difficulty,  for  equity  does 
not  use  its  jurisdiction  to  save  a  party  in 
such  a  ca.se,  if  his  default  was  wilful  or 
inexcusable.  1  Jones,  Real  Prop.  §  732. 
The  doctrince  applies  that  he  who  seeks 
equity  must  apply  with  clean  hands.  There 
must  be  grounds  for  equitable  relief  falling 
within  the  scope  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the 
court,  and  the  circumstances  of  the  particu- 
lar situation  must  be  such  as  to  excite  a 
court  of  conscience  to  activity.  How  does 
this  case  stand  tested  by  that  rule?  Nei- 
ther Boyle  nor  his  ffrantee,  the  Knickerbock- 
er Ice  Company,  constructed,  or  attempted 
to  construct,  the  connecting  culverts  to  pre- 


sponsible  person.  And.  since  there  was  no 
objection  to  the  defendant,  an  attempt  on  the 
part  of  the  landowner  to  eject  him  on  the 
^ound  of  absence  of  consent  would  fall. 

So,  where  a  tenant  for  life  had  forfeited  the 
estate  by  mortf^aglng  it  and  levying  a  fine  In 
corroboration  of  the  mortgage,  the  court  de- 
creed that  the  mortgagee  should  hold  during 
the  life  of  the  life  tenant  Willis  t.  Fineux, 
Prec.  in  Ch.  100. 

e.  Copyholds. 

Equity  has  concurrent  Jurisdiction  with  a 
•court  of  law  for  Illegal  seizure  of  copyhold 
property  for  alleged  breach  of  covenant.  An- 
drews V.  IIulso,  4  Kay  &  J.  302. 

Where  timber  was  cut  on  one  copyhold  for 
repairs  on  another  within  the  same  manor, 
equity   relieved.     Nash  v.  Derby,  2  Vem.  537. 

In  Peachy  v.  Somerset,  Prec.  in  Ch.  574,  2 
Eq.  Abr.  Cas.  227,  pi.  9,  where  a  copyholder 
had  leased  a  portion  of  the  estate  for  years, 
had  opened  a  quarry  upon  the  property,  cut 
down  trees,  and  inclosed  part  of  the  lands,  It 
was  held  that  there  could  be  no  relief  in  equity, 
unless  there  was  some  equitable  circumstance 
in  the  case. 

In  the  report  in  1  Strange,  447,  the  lord 
chancellor  is  reported  as  snying,  Inferentlaily. 
that  it  is  not  an  unconscionable  thing  to  take 
advantage  of  a  law  which  is  known  and  equal 
to  all. 

f.  Mining  leases. 

Where  the  Ics.see  in  an  oil  lease  failed  to 
comply  with  his  covenant  to  commence  opera- 
tions within  a  apeclilcd  time,  or  to  pay  the 
monthly  rental,  equity  refused  to  interpose  for 
his  relief,  the  court  saying  that,  while  the 
general  statement  that  equity  abhors  a  for- 
feiture is  true,  it  is  only  when  it  works  a 
loss  that  is  contrary  to  equity ;  not  when  it 
works  equity  to  protect  the  landowner  against 
the  indifference  and  laches  of  the  lessee,  and 
prevents  a  great  mischief.  Brown  v.  Vander- 
gilft,  80  Pa.  142. 

And  that  case  was  followed  in  Munroe  v. 
Armstrong,  96  Pa.  307. 

Where  the  lessor  in  a  gas  lease  was  at- 
tempting to  enforce  a  forfeiture  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rent  at  the  day,  and  it  appeared  that 
time  had  never  been  insisted  on  as  material, 
but  payments  had  been  received  after  they 
were  due,  the  court  said  it  is  the  settled  rule 
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that  where  time  is  not  stipulated  as  essential, 
and  a  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  money  or 
other  matter  that  admits  of  accurate  and  full 
compensation  is  provided  as  a  mere  penalty 
whose  object  is  to  enforce  performance  of 
another  and  principal  obligation,  equity  will 
relieve  against  it,  and  will  not  permit  It  to  be 
used  for  a  different  and  inequitable  purpose. 
Lynch  v.  Versailles  Fuel  Gas  Co.  165  Pa.  518, 
30  Atl.  984. 

Where  the  lessees  in  an  oil  and  gas  lease, 
after  striking  a  paying  well,  inadvertently  de- 
prive the  lessor  of  the  use  of  the  product,  to 
which  he  is  entitled  nnder  a  condition  In  the 
lease,  thereby  incurring  a  forfeiture,  equity 
may  grant  fellef.  South  Penn  Oil  Co.  v. 
Kdgell,  48  W.  Va.  348.  86  Am.  St.  Rep.  43. 
37  S.  E.  506.  The  court  held  that  the  provision 
for  forfeiture  was  in  the  nature  of  a  penalty 
to  secure  tlie  rights  of  the  lessor,  against  wblcb 
equity  would  relieve  when  compensation  could 
be  fully  made,  and  great  loss,  wholly  dispro- 
portionate to  the  injury  occasioned  by  tne 
breach  of  contract,  would  otherwise  result  to 
the  lessee,  negligently,  but  not  fraudulently.  In 
default. 

VII.  Conditions  aoainst  marrioffe. 

A  condition  In  a  conveyance  of  property 
which  is  in  restraint  of  all  marriage  has  been 
held  to  be  absolutely  void,  even  at  law,  from 
a  very  early  period;  so  that  it  has  not  been 
necessary  to  apply  to  equity  for  relief  in  suca 
cases.  But  there  have  been  a  great  many  in- 
stances of  conditions  against  marriage  under 
a  specified  age,  or  without  consent,  which  have 
occasioned  the  courts  considerable-  trouble. 
They  were  not  cases  which  could  be  settled  on 
the  theory  of  fraud,  accident,  or  mistake,  nor 
yet  under  the  jurisdiction  to  relieve  from  for- 
feitures when  compensation  could  be  made. 
The  courts,  therefore.  Invented,  or  rather  bor- 
rowed, a  doctrine  applicable  solely  to  this 
class  of  cases,  and  they  are,  therefore,  in  a 
class  by  themselves,  although  they  come  wltbin 
the  general  doctrine  of  relief  from  forfeiture. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  a  condition  to  the 
vesting  of  a  portion  provided  for  the  daughter, 
that  she  should  never  marry,  is  void,  and  will 
not  be  given  effect  by  equity.  Harvy  v.  Aston. 
2  Corny ns,  Itep.  726,  Reversing  Cas.  t  Talb. 
212. 

But  the  question  whether  or  not  a  condition 
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serve  the  usefulness  of  the  cross  drainage 
ditches.  The  failure  was  not  caused  by  any 
initiitake,  nor  was  it  the  result  of  mere  neg- 
ligence. The  obligation  of  the  deed  was 
intentionally  disregarded.  Uhen  called 
Boyle's  attention  to  such  obligation  at  the 
time  he  was  preparing  the  granted  premises 
for  the  railroad  track.  He  was  informed, 
in  effect,  that  the  culverts  would  not  be  put 
iu  because  the  purpose  thereof  could  be 
served  in  another  way.  It  is  no  answer  to 
the  neglect  to  construct  culverts  to  say  that 
the  ditches  made  on  either  side  of  the  grant- 
ed premises,  and  the  connection  thereof 
with  the  cross  drainage  ditches,  served  the 
purpose  of  the  culverts.  The  grantor  was 
entitled  to  have  just  what  he  bargained  for. 
The  agreement  to  inclose  the  granted  prem- 


ises was  not  performed  though  Boyle  and 
his  grantee,  the  ice  company,  were  requested 
time  and  again  to  do  so,  attention  being 
called  at  one  time  to  the  fact  that  the  grant- 
ed premises  could  be  reclaimed  for  the  de- 
fault in  that  regard.  Though  in  June, 
1899,  Uhen  consented  to  a  delay  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  fence  till  after  harvest  time, 
upon  condition  of  its  being  then  construct- 
ed, no  attempt  was  made  to  fulfil  that  con- 
dition. In  November,  1899,  the  railroad 
company  inclosed  the  cejiter  17  feet  of  the 
premises,  being  that  portion  theretofore 
leased  to  it  by  the  ice  company.  That  was 
not  a  substantial  compliance  with  the  con- 
ditions of  the  deed.  On  the  contrary,  it  was 
a  wilful  disregard  thereof.  It  was  a  dis- 
tinct   declaration    to    Uhen    that    the    de- 


that  the  legatee  shall  marry  with  consent  of 
some  person  Darned  is  valid,  has  been  the  suD- 
ject  of  much  discussion  by  the  English  courts. 
The  question  In  most  of  them,  however,  was 
not  whether  or  not  equity  would  relieve  from 
breach  of  the  condition,  but  whetber  the  con- 
dition was  In  fact  enforceable.  The  cases  up- 
-on  the  subject  are  fully  collected  In  the  ar- 
guments In  the  case  of  Scott  v.  Tyler,  2  Bro. 
Ch.  431,  Dick.  712,  where  the  court  held  that 
the  applicant  for  the  legacy  bad  not  brought 
lierself  within  the  description  of  the  gift,  lo 
that  it  had  not  attached,  and  relief  was  there- 
fore denied  to  her. 

While  the  discussions  have  been  confined  to 
the  question  of  the  validity  of  the  conditions, 
since  that  was  the  only  ground  upon  which 
equity  could  relieve,  the  fact  that  the  aid  of 
courts  of  equity  was  sought,  and  that  the 
suits  were  entertained  by  them,  shows  that 
the  granting  of  relief  from  forfeitures  was 
recognized  as  a  prerogative  of  such  courts. 

Whenever  It  was  possible  to  construe  the 
provision  so  as  to  avoid  a  forfeiture,  such  con- 
struction was  given. 

In  Daley  v.  Desbouverle,  2  Atk.  261,  the 
coart  says  as  to  conditions,  whether  precedent 
or  subsequent,  where  they  are  in  restraint  of 
marriage,  the  court  has  always  put  the  most 
favorable  construction  upon  them  to  prevent 
a  forfeiture. 

In  SemphlH  v.  Bayly,  Free,  in  Ch.  562.  it 
appearing  that  the  clause  of  the  will  giving 
the  Interest  read,  "and,  If  my  daughter  should 
happen  to  marry  with  the  consent  of  my  execu- 
tors, then  I  devise  to  her"  the  amount  named, 
to  be  paid  to  her  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  or 
•day  of  marriage,  which  shall  first  happen,  it 
was  held,  further,  that  this  showed  no  Inten- 
tion to  make  a  forfeiture,  but  was  only  a 
cautionary  provision. 

With  respect  to  conditions  as  to  marriage. 
I^rd  Hardwicke  stated.  In  Burleton  v.  Hum- 
frey,  1  Ambl.  256,  that  of  late  courts  have  done 
all  they  can  to  prevent  a  child  being  stripped 
of  a  portion,  especially  where  there  are  no 
aggravating  circumstances,  and  the  end  of  the 
father's  Intention  and  caution  has  been  at- 
tained; and  have  laid  hold  of  and  made  such 
construction  of  words  which  they  would  nol 
.do  in  other  cases. 

In  Berkley  v.  Kyder,  2  Ves.  Sr.  633,  where 
there  was  breach  of  a  condition  not  to  marry 
n^lthout  consent,  the  chancellor  proposed  a 
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compromise,  stating  that  It  would  be  no  prec- 
edent, and  It  was  agreed  to. 

In  the  early  decisions  the  court  felt  itself 
bound  to  follow  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
If  such  rules  were  applicable.  Therefore,  If 
the  condition  was  annexed  to  a  devise  of  real 
estate,  which,  because  of  its  local  habitation, 
was  regarded  as  peculiarly  within  the  Jurisdic- 
tion of  the  common-law  courts,  no  relief  could 
be  afforded,  because  at  common  law  there  was  no 
method  of  relief  from  a  forfeiture  for  breach 
of  a  condition. 

Therefore,  where  a  legacy  to  one  provided 
she  do  not  marry  without  consent  is  charged 
on  land,  equity  cannot  relieve  against  a  for- 
feiture for  breach  of  the  contract.  Since,  where 
the  portion  is  charged  on  land,  the  case  Is 
governed  by  the  rules  of  the  common  law,  and 
the  condition  must  be  compiled  with  to  entitle 
to  the  benefit.  Sheriff  v.  Morlock,  W.  Kelynge, 
24. 

But  personal  property  was  more  under  the 
control  and  supervision  of  the  ecclesiastica! 
courts,  which  had  adopted  the  rule  of  the  civil 
law,  which  regarded  provisions  In  restraint 
of  marriage  as  in  terrorem  because  against  the 
interests  of  the  public,  and  as,  therefore,  not 
enforceable.  Consequently  the  courts  of  equity 
considered  themselves  as  free  to  follow  the  rule 
of  the  ecclesiastical  courts  when  cases  Involv- 
ing personalty  came  before  them. 

In  Williams  ex  dem.  Porter  v.  Fry,  1  Mod. 
86,  Lord  Hale  said,  with  respect  to  a  devise 
upon  condition  of  marrying  with  consent,  that 
chancery  is  so  Just  as  to  enforce  the  civil  and 
canon  law  as  to  personal  legacies,  but  not  as 
to  land. 

And,  a  bill  having  been  brought  in  equity 
for  relief,  it  was  denied  for  the  reason,  inter 
alia,  that  It  Is  a  condition  to  constrain  the 
party  in  that  due  obedience  which  law  and  na- 
ture require.  There  Is  a  voluntary  settlement 
with  remainder  over,  both  parties  being  In 
equal  relation  to  the  devisor,  and  the  forfeiture 
was  merely  carrying  out  the  Intention  of  the 
devisor.     Fry  v.  Torter,  1  Mod.  300. 

But  later,  when  courts  of  equity  acquired 
more  freedom,  this  distinction  was  no  longer 
observed;  and  i«  Harvey  v.  Ashton,  2  Eq.  Cas. 
Abr.  216,  pi.  12,  it  Is  stated  that  there  Is  no 
distinction  between  conditions  annexed  to  mon- 
ey charged  upon  land  and  those  annexed  to 
provisions  arising  out  of  personal  estate. 
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fendaiitd  proposed  to4)uild  the  fence  in  such 
manner  as  they  saw  fit,  instead  of  to  in- 
close the  33-foot  strip  of  land  according  to 
the  terms  of  the  deed.  Such  a  disregard  of 
tlie  rights  of  Uhen,  in  the  absence  of  proof 
uf  a  waiver  thereof  on  his  part,  leaves  re- 
spondents in  no  situation  to  be  recognized 
in  a  court  of  equity. 

It  is  suggested  that  Uhen  waived  per- 
formance of  the  conditions  of  the  agreement, 
and  that  his  re-entry  was  not  rightful  on 
that  account.  It  is  elementary  that  a  per- 
son circumstanced  as  he  was  may  lose  the 
benefit  of  the  condition  of  his  grant  by  an 
express  or  implied  waiver  thereof.  Andrews 
V.  Senter,  32  Me.  394;  Ludlouo  v.  New  York 
d  H.  R.  Co.  12  Barb.  440;  Guild  v.  Rich- 
ards, 16  Gray,  309;   Hubbard  v.  Hubbard, 


97  Mass.  188,  93  Am.  Dec.  75;  Hharon  Iron 
Co,  V.  Erie,  41  Pa.  341;  Grigg  v.  Landis,  21 
N.  J.  £q.  494;  Bonniicell  v.  Madison,  107 
Iowa,  85,  77  N.  W.  530;  1  Jones,  Real 
Prop.  9  099.  However,  the  record  before 
us  does  not  disclose  evidence  to  establish  a 
waiver.  Mere  silence  or  delay  is  not  suHi- 
cient  for  that  purpose  any  more  than  to 
create  an  estoppel  which  will  prevent  the 
assertion  of  a  right.  That  was  all  there 
was  in  this  case.  Where  the  benefit  of  a 
condition  subsequent  has  been  adjudged 
lost  by  silence  or  delay,  the  person  failing 
to  perform  relied  upon  the  attitude  of  his 
obligee  as  evincing  consent,  and  incurred  ex- 
pense or  placed  himself  in  such  a  situation 
by  reason  thereof  that  a  change  of  the  appar- 
rent  position  of  such  obligee,  if  given  effect. 


Conditions  precedent. 

In  accordance  with  the  rule  which  has  al- 
ready been  noticed  supra,  II.,  tne  courts  con- 
ceived the  idea  that.  If  the  condition  was  sucti 
that  compliance  with  it  was  necessary  to  verft 
the  estate,  no  relief  could  be  had.  In  the  ab- 
sence of  compliance. 

Therefore,  It  was  held  that,  if  the  portion  Is 
charged  on  land,  equity  will  not  vest  it  In  case 
of  a  breach  of  condition  precedent  Reves  v. 
Ilerne,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  215,  pi.  10. 

So  where  a  legacy  of  a  certain  amount  was 
given  testator's  granddaughter  provided  sbe 
remained  with  his  executors  and  did  not  marry 
without  their  consent,  and.  upon  noncompli- 
ance with  either  proviso  she  was  to  have  a 
much  less  amount,  and  she  married  without 
their  consent,  the  court  held  that  the  condi- 
tion was  In  its  nature  precedent,  and  refused 
to  grant  her  relief.  Creagh  v.  Wilson.  2  Vem. 
572. 

So  equity  will  not  dispense  with  a  condition 
precedent  If  one  for  whom  a  marriage  portion 
is  provided  shall  marry  with  consent.  Harvy 
V.  Aston,  2  Comyns,  Rep.  720,  Reversing  Cas. 
I.  Talb.  212. 

And  la  the  report  of  that  case  in  1  Atk.  361, 
it  appeared  that  the  case  involved  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  condition  In  a  will  making  the  vest- 
ing of  the  estate  depend  upon  marriage  with 
consent,  and  I^ord  Chief  Justice  liee  said  that 
though,  where  compensation  can  be  made,  there 
Is  but  little  difference  between  conditions  prec- 
edent and  subsequent,  yet,  where  a  condition  is 
annexed  to  a  portion  In  order  to  have  a  mar- 
riage with  consent,  there  1»  an  equitable  dif- 
ference. In  case  of  a  condition  subsequent  the 
thing  is  vested,  and  though  In  the  nature  of  a 
penalty,  yet,  the  Intent  shall  t>e  clear  and  plain 
by  an  express  devise  over  to  devest  It ;  but  In 
case  of  a  condition  precedent  for  which  there 
can  be  no  compensation,  it  would  be  giving  an 
estate  against  the  Intent  of  the  donor  to  dis- 
pense with  the  condition.  And  the  lord  chan- 
cellor said  that  where  the  condition  of  the 
vesting  of  the  estate  Is  marriage  with  consent, 
there  Is  no  rule  in  law  or  In  equity  that  can 
excuse  the  want  of  consent.  l-.ord  Chief  Jus- 
tice Wllles,  however,  said  that  the  rule  with 
regard  to  forfeiture  had  no  application  to  the 
•ase ;  that  the  only  question  was  whether  or 
•ot  the  time  had  come  when  the  sums  ought  to 
he  raised  and  paid;  reversing  Hervey  v.  Aston, 
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Cas.  t.  Talb.  212,  where  the  master  of  rolls 
stated  that  where  there  was  no  devfse  over 
such  provisions  were  construed  to  be  in  ter- 
rorem  only.  For.  though  the  daughter  marries 
with  her  father's  consent,  yet  It  Is  not  to  be 
supposed  that  this  severity  (was  he  living) 
would  carry  him  so  far  as  to  leave  her  quite 
destitute.  Besides,  whatever  is  Injurious  to 
the  commonwealth  Is  unreasonable.  And  fur- 
thermore, the  provision  In  this  case  was  no  more 
than  providing  for  the  daughter's  dying  un- 
married. 

And,  as  stated  In  the  report  In  2  Bq.  Cas. 
Abr.  147,  pl.  6,  he  held  that  the  proviso  was 
only  in  terrorem,  and  created  no  forfeiture. 

The  distinction  between  conditions  precedent 
and  subsequent  was.  however,  somewhat  re- 
laxed. 

Where  property  was  devised  to  testator's 
heir  at  law  upon  condition  of  her  marriage 
with  consent,  It  was  contended  that  the  condi- 
tion was  precedent,  and  that  the  estate  could 
not  vest  without  compliance  with  the  condi- 
tion ;  but  the  court  held  that  this  provision  of 
the  will  was  a  mere  trust,  and  that  the 
daughter,  as  heir  at  law.  would  take  the  bene- 
ficial Interest  until  marriage,  so  that  the  con- 
dition operates  as  a  condition  subsequent 
Burleton  v.  Humfrey,  1  Ambl.  256. 

The  question  whether  or  not  equity  can  re- 
lieve will  depend  very  largely  on  the  peculiar 
circumstances  of  each  particular  case.  There 
may  be  cases  In  which  It  Is  plain  that  no  In- 
terest has  ever  vested,  and  that,  there- 
fore, there  Is  no  ground  for  relief. 

Thus,  where  a  will  provides  a  portion  to  be 
raised  out  of  realty  for  testator's  daughter, 
to  be  paid  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  or  mar- 
riage, equity  will  not  vest  the  estate  In  case 
of  her  death  before  twenty-one  unmarried. 
Poulet  v.  Poulet,  1  Vem.  204. 

Upon  further  hearing,  however,  the  decree 
was  made  to  depend  upon  the  fact  that  the 
will  was  only  a  confirmation  of  a  prior  deed,  by 
the  terms  of  which  the  estate  had  never  vested. 

1  Vem.  321. 

But  the  same  doctrine  was  applied  in  Yates 
V.  Phettlplace,  2  Vera.  416,  and  Bruen  v.  Bruen. 

2  Vera.  439. 

Many  of  the  bequests  were  upon  condition 
that  the  beneficiary  should  marry  with  the 
consent  of  some  pereon  named.  The  courts 
were  generally  of  opinion  that  marriage  wiru 
such  consent   was  a  condition  precedent.   non- 
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would  seriously  prejudice  the  obligor. 
Ludlow  V.  New  York  <t  H.  It.  Co.  12  Barb. 
440,  is  a  good  illustration.  The  plaintifT 
conveyed  land  for  riglit  of  way,  to  a  rail- 
way company,  upon  condition  of  its  road 
being  completed  over  the  premises  on  or 
before  a  particular  day  named  in  the  con- 
veyance. The  condition  was  not  satisfied. 
The  grantor  failed  to  claim  the  benefit  of 
the  condition  for  two  years  after  the  breach. 
He  kept  silent  during  that  time  as  to  any 
intention  to  claim  a  forfeiture,  and  in  the 
meantime,  to  his  knowledge,  the  grantee  ac- 
tually constructed  the  road  as  provided  in 
the  grant.  The  court  held  that  the  condi- 
tion of  the  grant  was  waived  by  the  con- 
duct of  the  grantor,  not  because  of  mero 
delay  or  silence,  but  because  such  conduct 


induced  the  grantee  to  expend  money  which 
would  be  lost  if  he  were  allowed  to  reclaim 
the  property.  In  Hubbard  v.  Hubbard^  97 
Ma.Hs.  188,  03  Am.  Dec.  75,  the  conditional 
grantor  received  benefits  from  the  grant 
after  the  breach,  keeping  silent  as  to  any 
purpose  to  insist  upon  a  forfeiture,  in 
Gray  v.  Blanchard,  8  Pick.  284,  292,  it  was 
said  that  mere  indulgence  alone  is  never 
construed  into  a  waiver  of  a  breach  of  con- 
dition. In  Origg  v.  Landia,  21  N.  J.  Eq. 
494,  a  breach  of  a  condition  as  to  making 
improvements  upon  the  granted  premises 
was  held  waived  because  the  grantee,  rely- 
ing upon  indulgence  in  that  there  was  delay 
in  claiming  a  forfeiture,  and  silence  as  to 
any  intention  in  that  regard,  conveyed  the 
property    to   another,    who    in    good    faith 


compliance  with  which  would  bar  all  right  to 
relief. 

Where  a  legacy  Is  given  to  one  In  case  she 
marries  with  consent.  It  never  vests  If  she 
dlMi  unmarried.     Elton  v.  Elton,  1  WUs.  15». 

Equity  win  not  dispeofle  with  a  forfeiture 
for  breach  of  a  condition  to  marry  with  con- 
sent.    Anonymous,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  212»  pi.  2. 

So  If  lands  are  settled  or  a  term  of  years 
created  on  trust  to  raise  portions  for  daughters 
to  be  paid  at  the  age  of  twenty-one,  or  mar- 
riage, death  of  the  daughter  before  compliance 
with  the  condition  will  cause  the  property  to 
sink  Into  the  estate  for  the  benefit  of  the  heir. 
Uarvy  v.  Aston,  2  Corny ns,  Hep.  720,  Re- 
versing Cas.  t.  Talb.  212. 

Equity  will  not  relieve  where  a  will  pro- 
vides an  annuity  of  a  certain  amount  for  testa- 
tor's daughter,  and.  If  8he  marries  with  con- 
sent, then  she  shall  have  a  larger  amount  in 
lieu  of  the  annuity,  since.  If  she  marries  with- 
out consent,  she  does  not  meet  the  condition 
precedent  to  her  taking  the  larger  amount. 
GUlot  V.  Wray,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  213,  pi.  3. 

Where  a  legacy  Is  given  to  one  on  condition 
of  her  marrying  before  a  certain  age  with  con- 
sent, and  upon  her  failure  to  do  so  then  over, 
marriage  .with  consent  is  a  condition  prece- 
dent, nonperformance  of  which  will  prevent  the 
title  from  vesting ;  and  equity,  therefore,  can- 
not relieve.  Malcolm  v.  0'(?allaghan.  2  Madd. 
349. 

Under  a  devise  In  trust  for  testators  son 
while  unmarried,  and  to  convey  to  him  In  case 
he  marries  with  conRent,  but  in  case  of  marriage 
without  consent  then  to  sell  the  estate  ami 
divide  the  proceeds,  a  marriage  without  con- 
sent vested  the  devise  over,  and  defeated  the 
Hon's  Interest.  liong  v.  RIclcettK,  2  Sim.  &  Stu. 
179.  The  court  says,  to  entitle  himself  to  the 
estate,  the  son  must  man-y  with  consent,  and 
he  has  not  performed  that  condition  precedent. 

Where  a  woman  was  left  an  annuity,  but.  In 
case  she  married  with  con.sont,  she  was  to 
have  a  portion  and  the  annuity  to  cease.  It 
was  held  that  there  was  a  provision  either 
way ;  and  that,  where  the  provision  Is  in  the 
alternative,  and  there  is  a  condition  precedent 
io  the  gift  of  the  portion,  viz.  If  she  marries 
with  consont,  and  that  is  not  performed,  and 
the  child  Is  still  provided  for,  equity  does  not 
relieve.     Gil  let  v.  Wray.  1  P.   Wms.  2S4 

But  such  course  was  by  no  means  uniform. 

For  In  Reynlsh  v.  Martin,  a  Atk.  .V.iO,  It  is 
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stated  that  It  is  the  doctrine  of  equity  that, 
where  a  personal  legacy  is  given  to  a  child  on 
condition  of  marriage  with  consent*  this  Is 
not  looked  on  as  a  condition  annexed  to 
the  legacy,  but  as  a  declaration  of  the 
testator  in  ierrorem.  It  being  Insisted  that 
there  could  be  no  relief  because  the  con- 
dition was  precedent,  the  court  said  that 
where  the  condition  is  precedent  the  legatee 
takes  nothing  until  the  condition  is  performed, 
and  consequently  has  no  right  to  come  and  de- 
mand the  legacy ;  but  It  Is  otherwise  where  the 
condition  is  subsequent,  for  In  that  case  the 
legatee  has  a  right,  and  the  court  will  de- 
cree him  the  legacy.  But  this  difference  only 
holdA  where  the  legacy  Is  a  charge  on  real 
estate ;  and.  therefore,  if  the  legacy  Is  merely 
of  personalty,  marriage  without  consent  would 
not  preclude  relief  in  equity.  But  If  the  leg- 
acy was  a  charge  on  real  estate,  the  legatee 
could  not  come  Into  equity  to  compel  its  pay- 
ment after  breach'  of  condition,  since  the  mat- 
ter Is  governed  by  the  rule  of  the  common  law. 
The  reason  is  that  when  the  Jurisdiction  orig- 
inally and  properly  belonged  to  another  forum 
equity  would  not  break  in,  but  would  govern  It- 
self by  the  rules  that  had  been  established  In 
that  forum.  The  condition  being  good,  it  can- 
not, in  law,  be  defeated,  and,  there  being  a 
full  breach  of  it,  since  the  law  will  not,  equity 
cannot,  help. 

So  a  provision  giving  a  certain  amount  in 
case  the  legatee  shall  marry  with  consent,  and. 
in  ca.se  she  does  not,  she  shall  have  a  much 
less  amount,  is  a  provision  in  tenorem,  against 
which  equity  will  relieve.  But  it  is  Intimated 
that,  if  any  surprise  or  bribery  had  been  used 
to  procure  an  unsuitable  marriage,  the  court 
might  decree  otherwise.  Hicks  v.  I'endarrls,  2 
Eq.  Cas,  Abr.  212,  pi.  1. 

So  where  an  estate  was  given  to  testator's 
grandchild  upon  condition  that  she  marry  with 
cons<»nt  of  a  person  named,  and  in  case  she 
should  marry  without  such  consent,  then  tiie 
estate  should  go  to  another,  the  master  of  the 
rolls  held  that  the  condition  must  be  held  to  be 
in  tenorem;  and.  since  the  legatee  had  no  no- 
tice of  the  condition,  he  decreed  in  her  favor. 
But  upon  appeal  the  bill  was  dismissed  upon 
the  ground  that,  the  condition  being  good.  It 
could  not  be.  in  law,  defeated,  and  there  being 
a  full  breach  of  the  conditiou  which  the  law 
will  not,  equity  cannot,  help.  And  also,  the 
breach  was  not  relievable  In  equity  because  it 
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made  tlie  improvements  agreed  upon,  and 
made  payments  of  the  purchase  money  to 
the  grantor,  who  received  the  same,  but 
without  knowledge  of  the  breach  of  the  con- 
dition. 

Further  discussion  of  this  branch  of  the 
case,  or  citation  of  authority,  seems  unnec- 
essary. There  is  some  ground  for  saying 
tliat  the  demand  for  the  construction  of  the 
fence,  long  after  the  breach  in  respect  to  the 
culverts,  indicated  a  purpose  to  submit  per- 
manently to  the  method  adopted  by  the 
grantee  for  conducting  water  from  the  cross 
drainage  ditches  off  from  the  grantor's  land, 
so  that,  if  such  demand  had  been  complied 
with,  all  the  conditions  of  the  deed  would 
be  deemed  waived.  But  the  fence  was  not 
constructed.     The  act  of   building  a   fence 


inclosing  the  center  17  feet  of  the  premise* 
was  such  a  manife.stly  intentional  disregard 
of  the  obligations  contained  in  the  doed  that, 
the  grantor  lost  no  rights  merely  by  not  ob- 
jecting thereto.  It  has  never  been  held  that 
an  open,  intentional  violation  of  the  obli- 
gations of  a  grant  is  sufllcient  in  equity, 
coupled  \^'ith  mere  silence  on  the  part  of 
the  obligee,  to  constitute  a  waiver  of  strict 
performance. 

The  only  other  ground  upon  which  judjr- 
ment  was  awarded  to  respondents  is  that 
the  premises  in  controversy  were  entered 
upon  by  consent  of  the  ice  company,  and  the 
railway  track  laid  down  and  devoted  to  pub- 
lic purposes,  and  that  the  only  remedy  of 
appellant,  if  she  possesses  any,  is  under 
the  statute  in  respect  to  the  enforcement  of 


was  a  voluntary  settlement  to  which  the  grantor 
had  a  right  to  attach  such  conditions  as  he  saw 
fit.     Fry  v.  Porter,  1  Ch.  Cas.  138. 

So  where  a  legacy  is  given  upon  condition 
that  the  legatee  marry  with  consent  of  a 
I)erson  named,  without  any  devise  over  in  case 
she  marries  without  such  consent,  equity  will 
hold  the  condition  void  as  being  merely  in 
tttrorcm.     Bellusls  v.  Ermine,  1  Ch.  Cas.  22. 

So  in  Gresley  t.  Luther,  F.  Moore,  867, 
Winch,  J.,  cites  PIgot's  Case  as  holding  that 
a  legacy  might  be  recovered  notwithstanding 
noncompliance  with  a  condition  as  to  marriage 
with  consent. 

In  Needham  v.  Vernon,  Cas.  i.  Finch,  62,  a 
setttemeut  had  been  made  to  raise  portions  for 
the  daughters  of  the  settlor,  payable  at  their 
respective  marriages  with  consent,  and  lor 
their  maintenance  in  the  meantime,  and,  If 
they  marry  without  consent,  then  the  portion 
of  the  one  so  marrying  to  go  over.  Both  daugh- 
ters, being  advanced  in  years,  and  not  intend- 
ing to  marry,  applied  to  have  the  portion  paid 
Into  their  possession,  which  the  court  decreed 
upon  their  giving  security  to  those  entitled  in 
remainder.  Lord  Chancellor  llardwlcke  dis- 
poses of  this  case  in  Reynish  v.  Martin,  3  Atk. 
332,  by  saying  that  it  is  reported  in  a  book  of 
no  authority.  But  a  reference  to  It,  of  the 
same  Import,  is  found  in  1  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  p. 
Ill,  pi.  6. 

AltetytaUve  provisiont. 

Where  a  devise  Is  to  testator's  daughter  at 
twenty-one,  or  marriage,  provided  that.  If  she 
should  marry  without  consent  a  portion  of  the 
amount  should  cease,  and  she  gains  the  age  of 
twenty-one,  and  then  marries  without  consent, 
there  sha^l  t>e  no  forfeiture,  for  the  devise 
vests  at  twenty-one.  King  v.  Withers,  Prec.  In 
Ch.  348.  The  court  says,  since  her  marriage 
with  cousent  was  oue  condition,  so  her  attaining 
her  age  of  twenty-one  was  another,  and  which- 
ever of  them  first  happens  entitles  her  to  the 
whole  portion. 

Necessity  of  devise  over. 

Under  the  rule  that  a  construction  woultl 
be  given  to  the  condition,  If  possible,  which 
would  uphold  the  bequest,  the  courts  held  that 
where  there  was  a  mere  bequest  upon  condition 
that  the  beneficiary  should  not  marry  without 
consent,  without  any  disposition  of  the  portion 
^<>  bequeathed  in  case  of  breach  of  the  condi 
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tlon,  the  testator  would  be  regarded  not  as  in- 
tending a  forfeiture  for  noncompliance,  hut 
merely  as  having  Inserted  the  provision  as  a 
matter  of  advice  or  discipline. 

In  Jarvis  v.  Duke,  1  Vem.  19,  the  lord  chan- 
cellor says,  by  way  of  argument,  that  where  a 
legacy  Is  given  to  a  woman  upon  condition 
that  she  marry  with  consent,  if  the  legacy  Is 
not  limited  over  it  Is  only  in  terrorem,  and. 
though  she  marry  without  consent,  she  shar! 
have  the  legacy. 

In  Garret  v.  Pritty,  2  Vern.  293.  there  was 
a  devise  to  testator's  daughter  at  twenty-one. 
or  marriage,  provided  she  married  with  con- 
sent, otherwise  the  legacy  to  cease.  She  mar- 
ried without  consent,  but  the  court  decreed  her 
the  whole  amount,  "principally  because  it  wa^ 
not  expressly  devised  over,  but  to  fall  into  the 
surplus.** 

Where  an  Interest  does  not  accrue  to  a  thlnl 
person  by  breach  of  a  condition  as  to  marrying 
with  consf^nt,  such  a  condition  Is  void  and  only 
in  ierrorem,  although  the  provision  Is  that.  In 
case  of  marriage  with  consent,  the  legacy  shall 
be  a  certain  amount,  but,  in  case  of  marriage 
without  consent,  it  shall  be  a  less  amount. 
Hicks  ▼.  Pendarvis,  Freem.  Ch.  41,  2  Eq.  Cas. 
Abr.  212. 

In  Marples  v.  Balnbridge,  1  Madd.  500. 
where  the  condition  wos  that  the  devise** 
should  continue  unmarried,  the  court  reIieTe<I 
from  the  forfeiture,  not  upon  the  ground  that 
the  condition  was  void  as  In  restraint  of  mar- 
riage, but  because  there  was  no  l)eque3t  over. 

If  there  is  no  devise  over  upon  a  condition 
requiring  marriage  w^ith  consent,  it  will  not 
be  given  eflfect :  otherwise  if  there  is,  and  also 
where  the  devise  is  to  be  raised  out  of  land. 
Pulling  V.  Reddy,  1  Wlls.  21 ;  Rhenish  v.  Mar- 
tin, 1  Wlls.  130 ;  Wheeler  v.  Bingham,  1  Wils. 
13S. 

If  there  Is  no  limitation  over.  It  Is  merely  a 
condition  in  ierrorem,  which  equity  will  not 
enforce.  Semphlll  v.  Bayly,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr 
213,  pi.  6. 

In  Harvey  v.  Ashton,  2  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  21C, 
pi.  12,  It  appears  that  the  master  of  the  rolls 
declared  that  by  a  clause  declaring  that,  If  any 
should  die  before  marriage  with  consent  her 
portion  should  cease,  this  was  not  a  sufficient 
disposition,  within  the  meaning  of  the  cases,  to 
allow  a  limitation  over  to  be  good,  for  this  is 
not  to  take  place  upon  the  marrying  without 
consent,  but  upon   dying  before  marriage  with 
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the  rights  of  a  landowner  in  case  of  the 
occupancy  thereof  by  his  consent,  express 
or  implied,  by  a  railway  company,  with- 
out its  having  compensated  him  there- 
for. Manifestly,  that  does  not  apply  to  tho 
facts  of  this  case,  for  two  reasons:  First, 
the  track  in  question  was  laid  down  and  op- 
erated for  purely  private  purposes;  second, 
the  entry  for  that  purpose  is  referable  to  an 
express  contract.  There  was  no  intention, 
at  the  time  of  constructing  the  road,  or 
thereafter,  to  devote  it  to  any  purpose  other 
than  the  private  use  of  the  ice  company. 
The  evidence  is  all  one  way  on  that  subject. 
It  is  absolutely  essential  to  the  right  to 
exercise  the  power  of  eminent  domain  that 
there  be  a  bona  fide  intention  to  devote  the 
property,    when    acquired,    to    public    use. 


Chicago  d  N,  W.  R.  Co.  v.  Morehouse,  112 
Wis.  1,  56  L.  R.  A.  240,  88  Am.  St.  Rep. 
918,  87  N.  W.  840.  The  learned  circuit 
court,  in  an  opinion  filed,  seems  to  have 
had  that  in  mind,  and  comprehended  that 
the  spur  track  in  question  was  a  purely 
private  affair^  and  that,  without  a  change 
in  the  attitude  of  the  railway  company  in 
respect  thereto,  it  could  not,  by  adversary 
proceedings,  acquire  the  right  to  continue 
the  track  if  the  title  to  the  right  of  way 
were  found  to  be  in  appellant;  but  the  un- 
disputed evidence  as  to  the  character  of  the 
way  was  lost  sight  of  in  making  up  the 
findings.  In  the  opinion  it  is  said,  in  ef- 
fect: True,  there  can  be  no  right  of  way 
secured  by  condemnation  in  the  existing 
circumstances,  but,  though  the  track  is  now 


such  consent,  and  It  Is  no  more  than  providing 
for  the  daughter's  dying  unmarried. 

And  in  the  report  of  that  case  in  2  Comyns, 
Rep.  726,  Reversing  Cas.  t.  Talb.  212,  it  Is 
stated  that  it  is  settled  that,  if  a  pecuniary 
legacy  is  given  on  consideration  that  the  legatee 
should  not  marry  without  consent,  such  con- 
dition Is  ineffectual  if  there  is  no  aevise  over. 
But  the  contrary  is  true  if  there  is  a  devise 
over. 

Conversely,  a  devise  over  would  prevent 
equitable   relief. 

Thus,  in  Sutton  v.  Jewke,  2  Rep.  in  Ch.  95, 
the  court  refused  to  relieve  where  money  was 
left  to  be  paid  to  a  certain  person  at  mar- 
riage, but,  if  she  should  marry  without  consent 
of  a  person  named,  then  one  third  of  the  money 
should  go  as  such  person  should  appoint;  and 
the  marriage  tools  place  without  consent,  a 
provision  having  been  made  that  in  snch  event 
the  one-third  portion  should  be  paid  to  another 
person  named. 

So,  in  Duffleld  v.  Elwrs,  1  Sim.  &  Stu.  289. 
where  a  man  had  conveyed  certain  estates  in 
trust  for  his  daughter,  but  declared  that.  If 
she  married  under  age  and  without  his  consent, 
the  trustees  should  hold  the  estate  in  trust 
for  himself  and  his  heirs,  the  court  assumed 
that  marriage  without  his  consent  vested  the 
equitable  estate  in  him. 

So  where  a  legacy  is  devised  to  a  daughter, 
hut,  if  she  marry  without  consent,  then  a  por- 
tion of  It  to  go  to  a  son,  equity  will  not  re- 
lieve in  case  she  marries  without  consent 
Stratton  v.   Grymes,   2  Vern,   ;{r»7. 

But  even  this  rule  was  not  consistently 
followed,  for  In  Fleming  v.  Walgrave,  1  Ch. 
Cas.  58,  a  fund  was  raised  for  a  feme  sole 
in  case  she  did  not  marry  contrary  to  the 
liking  of  a  person  named,  and  If  she  did  then 
to  such  parties  as  the  person  named  should 
nominate.  The  feme  sole  married  without 
consent,  and  the  court  was  of  opinion  that  It 
was  not  in  the  power  of  the  trustee  to  dis- 
pose of  the  fund  otherwise  than  for  the  bene- 
fit of  the  /'  mr  lufle. 

So  in  King  v.  Withers,  Prec.  in  Ch.  348, 
the  lord  keeper  says  that  the  rule  that  where 
there  is  no  devise  over  the  condition  shall  be 
taken  only  in  terrorem,  is  a  great  deal  too 
wide. 

The  question  what  Is  a  sufficient  devise  over 
has   occasioned   some  disor.sslon. 

Eiiulty  will  relieve  agalust  a  condition  In  a 
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bequest  that  the  legatee  shall  not  marry  with- 
out consent,  where  there  is  no  gift  over  other 
than  of  the  general  residue,  without  any  express 
direction  that  the  lapsed  legacy  shall  sink  into 
the  residue ;  such  condition  being  void  as  in  ta- 
rorem.  Wheeler  v.  Bingham,  3  Atk,  364.  The 
chancellor  said  the  true  ground  upon  which  this 
court  has  suffered  the  condition  to  effectuate 
is  not  the  intention  of  the  testator,  but  the 
right  of  a  third  person,  it  being  given  over 
and  vesting  in  that  third  person  if  the  condition 
is  not  performed. 

So  there  must  be  an  express  bequest  over  of 
the  particular  legacy,  and  a  mere  gift  of  the 
residuum  will  not  be  sulliclent  to  deprive  the 
beneficiary  of  the  legacy.  The  reason  is  be- 
cause, when  a  testator  makes  one  the  residuary 
legatee,  he  has  not  that  particular  thing  in  his 
view  or  contemplation.  Wheeler  v.  Bingham,  1 
Wils.  135. 

A  provision  for  testator's  niece,  which  should 
cease  upon  her  marrying  without  consent,  was 
held  to  be  a  condition  subsequent,  in  Lloyd  v. 
Branton,  3  Meriv.  108  ;  and,  the  will  having  pro- 
vided that  the  lapsed  portion  should  fall  into 
the  residue,  the  court  says  the  question  whether 
a  residuary  bequest  amounts  to  a  disposition  of 
the  legacy  has  been  a  matter  of  much  contro- 
versy, but  states  that  in  the  case  before  It  there 
is  an  express  provision  that  the  forfeited  be- 
quest shall  sink  into  the  residue,  and  holds  that 
this  was  a  sufficient  express  dlsipo^ltlon  of  what 
was  forfeited  to  prevent  equity  from  granting 
relief. 

The  master  of  the  rolls  having  suggested.  In 
Lloyd  V.  Branton,  3  Meriv.  118,  that  the  case 
of  Garret  v.  Prltty,  2  Vern.  293,  could  not  pro- 
ceed upon  the  ground  stated  by  the  report, 
Merivale  sets  out  the  record  from  the  register, 
and  suggests  that  It  must  be  inferred  from  the 
circumstances  that  the  case  really  turned  upon 
tho  sultsoqnent  approbation  of  the  marrlnjre. 

Under  a  devise  of  a  certain  amount  upon 
reaching  a  specified  age,  or  marriage  with  con- 
sent :  but.  in  case  of  mnrriuRe  without  consent, 
then  devisee  to  have  only  one  half  the  amount 
named,  with  nothing  but  a  general  disposal  of 
tho  residue, — the  master  of  tlie  rolls  refused  to 
relieve  against  the  forfeiture  on  the  ground 
that  It  was  more  than  a  clause  in  trrroiem. 
Amos  V.  Horner,  1  Eq.  Cas.  Abr.  112,  pi.  1). 

What  consent  sufficient. 
There  has  been  a  tendency  to  hpl4  that  If  juny 
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but  a  private  way,  it  is  competent  for  the 
railway  company  to  make  it  a  public  way 
and  to  invoke  the  power  of  eminent  domain 
to  acquire  a  property  right  in  the  premises 
for  that  purpose;  and  that  is  sufficient  to 
warrant  a  court  of  equity  in  refusing  to 
aid  appellant  to  secure  the  undisputed  en- 
joyment of  her  property.  That  is  the  idea 
we  gather  from  the  opinion.  The  mere 
statement  of  the  proposition  is  sufficient  to 
condemn  it.  It  has  often  been  held  that,  if 
the  owner  of  real  estate  permits  a  railway 
company  to  occupy  the  same  with  a  public 
railroad  track,  he  will  be  deemed  to  have 
consented  to  take,  as  compensation  for  the 
permanent  use  thereof,  what  he  can  obtain 
by  the  procedure  laid  down  by  the  statutes 
for    the    protection    of    his    constitutional 


rights.  But  it  has  never  been  held,  and  it 
would  be  manifestly  absurd  to  hold,  that 
consent  can  be  obtained,  expressly  or  by 
implication,  for  the  occupancy  of  land  by  a 
railway  company  for  a  private  purpose,  aod 
the  possession  thus  obtained  be  referred  to 
as  evidence  of  consent  to  the  occupancy  of 
the  property  for  public  purposes,  so  as  to 
render  the  doctrine  mentioned  applicable. 

It  follows  from  what  has  been  said  that, 
at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of  this 
action,  appellant  was  the  owner  in  fe<e 
simple  and  in  possession  of  the  premises  de- 
scribed in  the  complaint,  and  that,  unch-r 
existing  circumstances,  she  was  entitled  to 
invoke  the  jurisdiction  of  equity  to  quiet 
her  title  thereto  against  the  defendants,  and 
to  enjoin  them  from   interfering  with    her 


consent  appeared  which  could  be  held  to  meet 
the  requirements  of  the  testator  it  would  be 
sufficient. 

Thus,  If  the  condition  is  marriage  with 
consent  of  two  persons  named,  the  death  of  one 
relieves  the  condition.  Peyton  v.  Bury,  2  Eq. 
Cas.  Abr.  214  pi.  9. 

The  ground  of  this  ruling  is  stated  in  2  P. 
Wms.  026,  to  be  that  the  condition  was  subse- 
quent, and  that,  if  such  a  condition  becomes 
Impossible  by  the  act  of  God,  this  excuses  anu 
discharges  the  grantee  from  it. 

So,  in  Clark  v.  Lucy,  2  Ep.  Cas.  Abr.  213,  pi. 
4f  it  is  said  that  conditions  for  marriage  with 
consent,  whether  precedent  or  subsequent,  are  In  • 
the  nature  of  forfeitures,  and,  if  the  substan-  f 
tlal  part  and  intent  are  performed,  equity  will 
supply  some  small  defects  and  circumstances, 
and  favor  the  devisee. 

in  that  case  the  condition  was  marriage  with 
consent  of  the  trustees,  but  the  father  had  given 
his  consent  before  his  death,  and  this  was  held 
sufficient.     5  Vln.  Abr.  87,  pi.  C. 

Where  the  condition  is  that  the  marriage  shall 
bo  with  the  consent  or  approbation  of  a  trustee, 
consent  after  the  marriage  Is  sufficient.  Burle- 
ton  V.  Humfrey,  1  Ambl.  256. 

But  in  Clarke  v.  Parlccr,  19  Ves.  Jr.  1,  equity 
refused  to  relieve  where  the  will  required  con- 
sent of  three,  and  that  of  two,  only,  was  ob- 
tained. 

Where  lands  were  devised  to  testator's  daugh- 
ters for  life,  but  upon  condition  that,  if  they 
married  without  the  consent  of  their  mother, 
the  property  should  be  held  in  trust  for  their 
separate  use,  and  the  mother,  after  giving  con- 
sent, withdrew  it  from  caprice,  the  court  re- 
fused to  enforce  the  condition,  and  placed  the 
pro|>erty  at  the  separate  use  of  the  daughters. 
Strnnge  v,   Smith,   1   Ambl.   263. 

But  In  Dash  wood  v.  Biirkeley.  10  Ves.  Jr.  230, 
It  is  said  that  It  would  be  very  dangerous  to 
hold  that  if,  at  a  particular  time,  a  person  in 
looo  parentis,  upon  a  consrlous  sen»p  of  duty, 
thinks  himself  required  to  r.ive  consent,  and 
pr(  vlous  to  the  marriage  Is  duly  Informed  of  cir- 
cumstances that  ought  to  have  operated  at  llrsi 
to  make  him  withhold  his  consint.  If  he  has 
once  given  it  he  8»iall  not  alterwaid  alter  his 
mind.  And  It  was  held  that,  upon  the  refusal 
of  tho  intending?  husband  to  comply  with  his> 
iifippmont  to  oxtcute  a  sotth'mont,  the  trustee? 
1.:hI  u  right  to  withdraw  ihcir  con-;ont  to  tlie 
iajiiiia.i;'\    and    that    equity    would    not    rolievo 

<;o  L.  n.  A. 


from  the  result  of  marrying  without  such 
sent, 

Necessity  of  notice. 

In  Malloon  v.  Fitzgerald,  3  Mod.  28.  whlcn 
was  an  action  at  law,  there  was  a  settlement  m 
trust  for  the  grantor*s  only  heir  provided  she 
marry  with  consent,  and  It  was  held  that  she 
must  have  notice  of  the  condition  to  make  it 
enforceable  against  her. 

The  same  doctrine  is  announced  in  the  report 
of  the  case  In  2  Shower,  323.  But  no  judg- 
ment Is  announced  in  the  report  In  Skinner,  125. 

Relief  with  no  reasons  giren. 

In  Bennett  ▼.  Salisbury,  Freem.  Cb.  119. 
where  a  certain  amount  was  provided  to  be  paid 
to  the  daughters  of  the  settlor  at  the  age  of 
twenty-five,  or  marriage,  so  as  that  marriage  b» 
had  after  the  age  of  sixteen  with  consent ;  andl 
if  they  shall  marry  otherwise,  then  to  have 
one  half  the  amount, — it  was  held  that,  even  If 
the  provisions  intended  that  marriage  under  the 
age  of  sixteen  should  work  a  forfeiture,  yet 
eoulty  will  relieve. 

And  In  Southampton  v.  Crambome.  Freem. 
Ch.  186,  where  similar  facts  appeared,  except 
that  the  additional  proviso  was  made,  that  tbere 
should  be  issue  male  of  the  marriage,  this  rulioe 
was  approved  on  the  ground  that,  since  the 
daughter  reached  the  age  of  sixteen,  she  might 
have  been  held  to  have  married  after  iliac 
age.  This  case  was,  however,  reversed  by  the 
House  of  Lords  in  Wood  v.  Southampton, 
Shower,  P.  C.  83.  And  in  2  Comyns,  Hep.  1112. 
this  reversal  is  said  to  be  on  the  ground  that 
the  requirement  of  issue  male  had  not  been  com- 
piled with. 

Summary. 

In  Stack  pole  v.  Beaumont,  3  Ves.  Jr.  89.  the 
lord  chancellor  said,  with  respect  to  a  condi- 
tion of  marriage  with  consent  when  attached 
to  a  legacy,  It  Is  Impossible  to  reconcile  the 
authorities,  or  range  them  under  one  sensible. 
plain,  general  rule.  There  can  be  no  ground  in 
tho  construction  of  legacies  for  a  distinction 
between  legacies  out  of  personal  and  out  of 
real  estate.  The  construction  ought  to  lu»  pn* 
cisely  the  same.  I  do  not  see  more  Importance 
In  realty  in  the  distinction  between  conditions 
procodent  and  subsequent.  In  deciding  questions 
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possession    thereof.     The    case    seems    clear 
upon  all  the  points  involved. 

The  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court  is  re- 
versed and  the  cause  remanded  with  direc- 
tions to  render  judgment  in  favor  of  the 
plaintiff  according  to  the  prayer  of  the  com- 
plaint. 

CaModay,  Ch.  J.,  dissenting: 

I  do  not  understand  this  to  be  a  bill  in 
equity  brought  by  the  defendants,  or  either 
of  them,  to  relieve  themselves  from  a  for- 
feiture. On  the  contrary,  I  understand  it 
is  a  bill  in  equity  filed  by  the  plaintiff  to 
have  a  forfeiture  adjudged  in  her  favor, 
and  to  enforce  the  same.  The  complaint 
alleges  that  at  the  times  mentioned  the 
plaintiff  was  the  owner  in  fee  simple  and 


in  the  possession  of  the  premises  described. 
Each  of  the  answers  denies  suoh  allegations, 
and  alleges  that  at  all  such  times  the  de 
fendant  ice  company  was  the  owner  in  fee 
simple,  and  in  the  exclusive  possession  of 
such  premises.  Such  was  the  controversy 
between  the  parties.  At  the  close  of  thi; 
testimony  the  plaintiff  requested  the  court 
to  find  that  January  4,  1900,  Boyle's  grant 
or  made  re-entry  in  person  upon  the  land 
in  question,  and  declared  the  title  thereto 
forfeited  for  noncompliance  with  the  con- 
dition subsequent  in  the  deed,  and  took  pos- 
session of  the  same,  and  thereupon  conveyed 
the  same  to  the  plaintiff.  The  trial  court 
refused  to  so  find,  presumably  upon  the 
ground  that  this  court  had  repeatedly  held 
that  "courts  of  equity  will  not  take  juris- 


that  arise  upon  legacies  out  of  land,  the  court 
very  properly  followed  the  rule  that  the  com- 
mon law  prescribes  and  common  sense  supports 
to  hold  the  condition  binding  where  It  Is  not 
Illegal.  Where  it  Is  illegal,  the  condition  will 
be  rejected,  and  the  gift  pure.  In  regard  to  lega- 
cies out  of  personalty,  the  court  attempted  to 
rollow  the  supposed  rule  of  the  ecclesiastical 
court.  Distinction  upon  distinction  was  taken 
to  i^et  out  of  the  supposed  dilBculty.  The  rule  of 
the  civil  law  as  to  restraints  upon  marriage 
was  said  to  be  Inapplicable  In  England.  So  far, 
therefore,  as  a  condition  operates  In  restraint 
of  marriage  only  np  to  twenty-one  years  of 
age,  It  Is  not  Illegal,  and  a  court  of  equity 
will  not  relieve  against  Its  breach.  The 
question  Is  not  whether  a  forfeiture  has  been  In- 
curred, but  whether  the  parties  to  whom  the 
legacy  Is  given  have  put  themselves  In  a  situa- 
tion to  answer  the  description  of  the  person 
to  take.  The  chancellor  also  says:  **I  do 
not  see  the  great  Importance  of  the  distinction 
upon  a  bequest  over  of  the  legacy.  It  is  one  of 
the  points  that  occurred  to  the  Judges  to  de- 
liver them  from  the  difficulty  arising  from  a 
rule  of  the  civil  law." 

And  that  case  was  followed  in  Clifford  v. 
Beaumont,    4    Russ.    Ch.    325. 

VIII.  After  forfeiture  declared. 

Although  the  mere  declaration  of  the  forfei- 
ture will  not,  of  Itself,  destroy  the  power  of 
♦Hiulty  to  afford  relief,  yet  that  Is  an  important 
^tep  towards  the  assertion  of  the  rights  of  the 
obligee ;  and,  where  he  has  taken  the  necessary 
steps  to  reassert  his  title  at  law.  the  obligor 
must  make  a  stronger  case  to  entitle  himself  to 
relief. 

In  Gould  V.  Bugbee,  6  Gray,  371,  the  court 
held  that  evidence  to  show  the  forfeiture  and 
ontry  was  admissible  In  an  action  of  trespass, 
for.  "though  the  defendants  were  rellevable 
in  equity,"  proof  of  the  facts  offered  would 
(•nable  plaintiffs  to  maintain  an  action  for 
damages  at  law. 

Kven  though  an  action  Is  brought  in  equity 
to  compel  the  reconveyance  for  breach  of  a  con- 
dition subsequent  after  re-entry  for  the  forfei- 
ture, that  court  will  not  aid  the  grantee  on 
the  theory  that  It  will  not  aid  In  the  enforce- 
ment of  a  forfeiture  If  the  forfeiture  nas  al- 
ready been  declared,  and  all  that  remains  Is  the 
right  to  remove  the  cloud  from  the  title  of  the 
\;9  L.  R.  A. 


grantor.  Parsons  v.  Smille,  97  Cal.  647,  31* 
Pac.  702.  The  court  says  that  the  re-entry 
at  law  revested  the  title  In  the  grantor,  and 
that,  In  order  to  defeat  his  right  to  remove  the 
cloud  from  his  title,  It  would  be  necessary  for 
the  grantee  to  show  that  equity  has  the 
power  to  defeat  the  operation  of  the  law  and 
the  acts  of  the  parties,  and  take  away  from 
•  the  grantor  the  estate  which  has  become  re- 
vested In  him  and  again  vest  It  In  the  grantee. 

Where  a  tenant  refused  for  twenty  years  to 
perform  his  covenants,  the  court  denied  him 
relief  from  an  entry  for  forfeiture  for  the 
breach.     Cox  v.  HIgford,  2  Vem.  664. 

Relief  will  not  be  granted  to  a  lessee  If  the 
lessor  has  entered  for  nonperformance  of  the 
covenant,  so  that  he  cannot  be  restored  to 
his  former  position.  Peoples'  Bank  v.  Mitchell, 
78  N.  T.  406. 

Where  the  tenant  wilfully  refuses  to  pay  the 
arrears,  he  will  not  be  relieved  after  the 
landlord  has  entered  and  leased  the  premises  to 
another.     Dorrlngton  v.  Jackson,  1  Vem.  44B. 

In  Stamps  v.  Cooley,  91  N.  C.  316,  where 
the  landlord  entered  for  nonpayment  of  rent, 
and  terminated  a  lease  which  gave  the  tenant 
the  right  to  remove  Improvements  at  the  end 
of  the  term,  whereupon  the  tenant  brought  An 
action  for  their  value.  It  was  held  that  a  court 
of  equity  will  not  interfere  for  the  purpose 
of  exposing  a  party  to  an  action  for  damages. 
If  any  relief  shall  be  granted  It  will  be  one 
for  extending  the  time  for  removal  of  the  im- 
provements. 

After  forfeiture  and  re-entry  for  breach  of 
covenant  to  pay  taxes,  equity  will  grant  no 
relief.  Baldwin  v.  Rees,  6  Ohio  Dec.  Reprint. 
869.  The  court  says  nonpayment  of  taxes  Is 
not  like  nonpayment  of  rent.  It  puts  In  Jeopardy 
the  estate  of  the  lessor,  and  equity  does  not 
relieve  against  a  forfeiture  effected  for  such  a 
breach. 

In  Wilmington  Star  Min.  Co.  v.  Allen,  95  111. 
288,  the  court  refused  to  protect  the  lessee  of  a 
mine  from  forfeiture  for  breach  of  his  con- 
tract to  continue  mining  operations,  without 
discussing  the  principles  upon  which  courts  of 
equity  proceed  In  such  cases.  But  In  that  case 
It  appeared  that  the  lessee  had  abandoned  the 
lease  and  surrendered  possession,  while  the 
lessor  had  re-entered  and  released  the  property ; 
and  the  court  says  that,  after  such  conduct.  It 
would  be  highly  Inequitable  to  retract  what 
55 
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diction  of  a  case  fur  the  purpose  of  aiding 
or  enforcing  a  forfeiture,  but  will  leave  the 
complainant  to  his  remedy  at  law/'  Clark 
y.  Drake,  3  Pinney  (Wis.)  228;  Lawe  ▼. 
Hyde,  39  Wis.  345;  Mills  v.  Evansville 
Seminary,  47  Wis.  354,  2  N.  W.  550,  52  Wis. 
669,  9  N.  W.  925,  58  Wis.  135,  15  N.  W. 
133;   Hagerty  v.  White,  69  Wis.  317,  326, 


34  N.  W.  92.  In  my  judgment  it  is  not 
the  case  of  a  party  in  the  exclusive  pes 
session  of  land  after  the  breach  of  condition 
subsequent,  and  then  filing  a  bill  in  equity 
to  quiet  the  title  and  protect  such  posses- 
sion. To  my  mind  the  trial  court  properly 
relegated  the  plaintiff  to  her  remedy  at  law. 


was  a  virtual  surrender  of  the  lease,  and  there 
should  be  an  estoppel  to  do  so. 

Equity  will  not  entertain  a  bill  to  relieve 
from  a  forfeiture  of  a  leasehold  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rents  where  the  right  to  declare  it 
was  reserved  in  the  lease,  and  the  power  so 
reserved  has  been  properly  exercised.  But 
where  the  lessor  has  neglected  to  declare  a 
forfeiture  until  long  after  the  rent  became  due 
IJendlng  negotiations  for  a  change  in  the  con- 
tract, he  will  not  be  permitted  to  declare  the 
forfeiture  without  giving  notice  to  the  lessee. 
Palmer  v.  Ford,  70  111.  369. 

But  equity  may  relieve  where  the  forfeiture 
is  illegally  enforced,  as  where  it  is  enforced 
against  an  infant.     Lltton's  Case,  Cary,  6. 

And  the  Jurisdiction  to  grant  relief  to  the 
tenant  who  has  forfeited  his  lease  for  nonpay- 
ment of  rent  extends  to  cases  where  the  lessor 
has  obtained  peaceable  possession  of  the  prop- 
erty without  the  aid  of  the  court  Howard  v. 
Fanshawe  [1895]  2  Ch.  589. 

IX.  Btatutory  forfeiturt. 

If  the  forfeiture  is  declared  by  statute,  equity 
has  not  Jurisdiction  to  afford  relief  from  It. 

Where  a  forfeiture  is  imponed  by  statute  for 
failure  to  comply  with  the  condition  of  a  public 
grant,  equity  cannot  relieve  against  it.  Wood- 
son V.  Skinner.  22  Mo.  13 ;  Huth  ▼.  Carondelet, 
26  Mo.  466 ;  Taylor  y.  Carondelet  22  Mo.  105. 

Equity  has  no  power  to  avoid  the  provisions 
of  a  statute  limiting  a  lessee  to  six  months 
in  which  to  regain  possession  after  he  has  been 
dispossessed  for  breach  of  condition.  Gorman 
V.  I>ow.  2  Edw.  Ch.  324. 

Equity  will  not  interpose  to  relieve  from  a 
forfeiture  under  a  statute  providing  that  upon 
failure  to  malce  payments  for  public  land  at  the 
time  specified  In  the  contract,  all  right  of  the 
purchaser  shall  cease.  Where  the  expression 
of  the  legislative  will  Is  clear  and  explicit, 
equity  cannot  defeat  its  operation  on  the  ground 
that  It  Is  harsh  and  severe.  Smith  v.  Mariner, 
5  Wis.  551,  68  Am.   Dec.   73. 

In  Keating  ▼.  Sparrow,  1  Ball  &  B.  37.H. 
where  a  tenant  had  Incurred  a  forfeiture  under 
the  statute  for  failure  to  pay  a  renewal  tine 
at  the  time  specified,  the  court  says  that  the 
principle  that  equity  will  relieve  against  for- 
feitures when  comi^ensatlon  can  be  made  is  ap- 
plicable to  cases  of  contract  between  the  par- 
ties, but  not  to  the  provisions  of  an  act  of 
Parliament  or  conditions  in  law.  The  true 
ground  of  relief  against  penalties  Is  when,  from 
the  original  Intent  of  the  case,  the  penalty 
is  designed  only  to  secure  the  money. 

Keating  v.  Sparrow  was  recognized  In  Re 
Brain,  L.  R.  18  Kq.  389.  which  involved  the 
forfeiture  of  a  lease  of  a  government  mine ;  but 
the  court  refused  the  relief  In  that  case  be- 
cause the.  time  in  which.  In  analogy  to  the  stat- 
ute governing  the  rights  1)etween  landlord  and 
tenant,  it  might  have  been  granted,  had 
passed. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


But  where  a  statute  provides  for  the  leasf 
of  government  land  by  an  instrument  whicd 
shall  contain  the  usual  covenant  for  payment  of 
rent,  and  a  condition  for  reentry  on  nonpay 
ment  thereof,  ennlfv  will  regard  the  clause  m 
subject  to  the  ordinary  role  that  equity  will 
r«-i«o'T  ♦roni  a  fortt*iture  for  noncompliance 
therewith.  Atty.  Gen.  t.  Ettershank,  U  ii 
u    l».    C.    354. 

The  forfeiture  of  a  lease  by  a  municipal  cor 
poratlon  under  authority  of  the  legislature  for 
nonpayment  of  rent  cannot  be  relieved  agains> 
Carondelet  v.  Wolfert.  39  Mo.  305. 

X.  Statutory  jurUdiction. 

As  has  already  l)oen  stated  ttupra.  III.,  b.  ft. 
as  soon  as  the  English  House  of  Ix>rds  refused 
to  grant  relief  In  cases  of  failure  promptiv  to 
ri-new  leases  a  statute  was  passed  providing 
for  such  relief.  Other  statutes  have  been 
passed  regulating  the  relief  of  tenants,  and  the 
powers  of  the  court  In  such  cases  are  very  large- 
ly controlled  by  the  provisions  of  the  statutes. 

By  statute,  in  New  York,  equity  is  gives 
Jurisdiction  of  a  suit  to  avoid  a  forfeit 
ure  for  nonpayment  of  rent  Horton  v.  New 
York  C.  A  H.  R.  R.  Co.  12  Abb.  N.  C.  30.  Af 
firmed  In  102  N.  Y.  697. 

The  Irish  act  of  19  &  20  Geo.  III.  provided 
that  equity,  upon  adequate  compensation  being 
made,  shall  relieve  tenants  against  lapse  ot 
time  for  payment  of  rent  if  no  circumstances  of 
fraud  be  proved,  unless  It  shall  appear  that 
after  a  demand  made  the  tenant  refused  or 
neglected  to  renew  within  a  reasonable  time 
after  such  demand.  Therefore  the  court  will 
relieve  from  a  forfeiture  for  delay  In  payment 
of  rent  or  renewal  of  the  lease  where  the  delay 
is  satisfactorily  accounted  for.  Jessop  v.  King. 
2  Ball  &  B.  81. 

Under  the  Irish  tenantry  acts,  the  right  of 
equity  to  relieve  was  limited  to  cases  of  mere 
neKlIgence.  Jackson  v.  Saunders,  2  Dow,  P.  1- 
442. 

Under-tenants  are  entitled  to  relief  under 
the  Irish  acts.  Berney  v.  Moore.  2  Rldgw.  V 
C.  310. 

Under  a  statute  providing  that  upon  neglect 
to  renew  a  lease  at  the  time  specified,  courts  of 
equity,  upon  adequate  comi)ensation  beini; 
made,  shall  relieve  the  tenant  against  lapse  of 
time  if  no  circumstances  of  fraud  be  proved 
against  him,  unless  It  be  proved  that  tbc 
landlord  had  demanded  the  payment  of  tbe  fine 
and  the  same  had  been  refused  or  negiecte<l 
to  be  paid  within  a  specified  time,  renewal  will 
not  be  decreed  in  equity  where  the  tenant 
refuses,  for  a  number  of  years  after  demand,  to 
comply  with  it;  and  inability  to  comply  is  no 
excuse.  Mountnorrls  v.  White,  2  Dow,  P> 
C.  459. 

In  Doe  e9  dcm,  Hltchlngs  v.  Lewis.  1  Bnrr 
610,  It  is  stated  that  the  purpose  of  the  act  of 
4  Gro.  II..  chap.  2^.  was  to  require  the  tenant 
to  take  his   proceedings  to  secure  relief  from 
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Albert  L.  GORDON,  App*., 

V. 

Alice  G.  RICHARDSON. 

(185  Mass.  492.) 

1.  A  tenant  cAnnot  be  relieved  from  for- 
feiture of  bis  term  because   of   breach    of 

his  covenant  to  pay  taxes  after  the  premises 
have  been  sold  because  of  his  default,  since 
he  can  no  longer  perform  his  covenant,  or 
make  compensation  for  the  breach,  so  as  to 
entitle  himself  to  equitable  relief. 

2.  Tbat  tbere  1«  evldenee  In  tbe  reeord 
tbat  A  tenant  permitted  tbe  premise* 
to  be  Hold  for  taxes  In  violation  of  his  cove- 
nant through  mistake  does  not  require  a  re- 
versal of  a  Judgment  dismissing  his  bill  for 
equitable  relief  from  a  forfeiture  claimed  on 
that  ground,  where  there  la  no  statement  of 
facts  found,  or  of  rulings  made ;  since  it  can- 
not be  held  to  have  been  errar  to  refuse  to 
give  credence  to  such  evidence. 

8.  One  mingr  a  bill  for  relief  from  a 
forfeiture,  at  law»  of  a  lease,  will  not  be 
heard  to  contend  that  the  entry  ef  the  land- 
lord was  invalid  because  there  was  no  for- 
feiture. 

(May  17,  1004.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  Suffolk  County 
in  favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought 
to  secure  relief  from  an  attempted  forfei- 
ture of  a  lease.     Affirmed. 

Plaintiff  had  taken  a  lease  of  property  on 
Winter  street,  Boston,  under  an  instrument 


which  reserved  a  right  of  entry  for  breach  of 
covenant,  and  provided  that  "thereupon  the 
lessor  may,  at  discretion,  relet  the  premises, 
or  any  part  thereof,  at  the  risk  of  the  leasee, 
who  shall  remain  for  the  residue  of  the  term 
responsible  for  the  rent,  taxes,  and  water 
rates  herein  reserved,  and  shall  be  credited 
with  such  sums,  only,  as  shall  be  by  the 
lessor  actually  realized." 

Plaintiff  sublet  the  premises,  permitted 
some  taxes  to  become  in  arrear,  and  defend- 
ant entered  for  breach  of  covenant,  and 
made  a  new  contract  with  the  sublessee. 

Further  facts  appear  in  the  opinion. 

Mr,  Charles  R.  Darling*  for  appellant : 

Under  the  provision  of  the  lease,  the 
plaintiff  is  to  continue  to  pay  rent,  eo 
nomine,  and,  as  one  who  pays  rent  is  a  ten- 
ant, the  attempt  is  to  retain  him  as  a  tenant 
while  denying  him  the  tenant's  right  to  pos- 
session of  the  premises. 

Accepting  a  sum  of  money  aa  rent  eo 
nomine,  after  an  alleged  forfeiture,  operates 
as  a  waiver  of  the  forfeiture,  although  the 
landlord  may  protest  that  he  does  not  waive 
it. 

Croft  V.  Lumley,  6  El.  &  Bl.  648;  Daven- 
port v.  Queen,  L.  R.  3  App.  Cas.  115;  Smith 
V.  McEnany,  170  Mass.  26,  64  Am.  St.  Bep. 
272,  48  N.  E.  871. 

If  the  defendant  had  a  right  of  re-entry 
under  the  lease,  he  parted  with  it  by  the 
lease  to  Bailey,  since  he  thereby  parted  with 
the  reversion,  and  the  right  of  re-entry  at- 
tends the  reversion. 


a  forfeiture  within  a  specified  time,  or  be  barred 
from  all  relief. 

Under  the  statute  4  Geo.  Ik,  relief  can  be 
given  the  tenant  only  In  case  the  breach  is 
for  nonpaynipnt  of  vent.  Wadroan  v.  Calcraft, 
10  Ves.  Jr.  67. 

Under  the  English  act  of  4  Oeo.  II.,  It  Is  not 
necessary  that  the  arrears  of  rent  be  brought 
into  court  to  entitle  the  lessee  to  relief. 
Bowser  v;  Colby,  1  Hare,  109. 

The  English  sUtute  of  22  A  23  Vict.,  chap.  36, 
provides  for  relief  from  forfeiture  for  failure 
to  Insure,  and  applies  to  contracts  made  before 
as  well  as  after  Its  passage.  Page  v.  Bennett, 
6  Jur.  N.  S.   419. 

And  so  the  provisions  of  the  act  of  44  ft 
45  Vict.,  chap.  41,  for  the  relief  of  the  tenant, 
were  held  to  extend  to  breaches  committed  be- 
fore the  enactment  of  that  statute,  and  to  pro- 
ceedings pending  when  they  came  Into  opera- 
tion. QuUter  v.  Mapleson,  L.  R.  9  Q.  B.  Dlv. 
672. 

In  Croft  V.  London  &  C.  Banking  Co.  L.  R.  14 
Q.  B.  Dlv.  347,  Cotton,  L.  J.,  says  that  the 
terms  Imposed  by  the  statute  governing  tne 
rights  of  tenants  as  to  payment  of  rent  and 
costs  are  conditions  Imposed  by  the  act,  without 
compliance  with  which  the  Injunction  to  re- 
strain ejectment  for  nonpayment  of  rent  could 
not  be  granted  by  the  court. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


The  statute  in  England  authorises  relief 
from  forfeiture  for  nonpayment  of  rent  and 
failure  to  Insure  in  proper  cases.  Bamford  v. 
Creasy,  8  GIff.  675. 

In  Swanton  v.  Biggs,  Beaty,  170,  the  court 
says  It  was  the  object  of  the  statute  to  give 
an  evicted  tenant  a  remedy  for  fraud, — rein- 
statement In  case  he  paid  his  arrears  of  rent 
within  a  specified  time;  and  that  the  court 
could  not  take  Into  consideration  breaches  of 
other  conditions  In  the  lease  for  the  purpose 
of  defeating  that  remedy. 

Failure  to  give  the  notice  required  by  the 
act  of  1881  Is  ground  for  relief  In  equity. 
North  London  Freehold  Land  &  House  Co.  v. 
Jaques,  49  L.  T.  N.  S.  659.      [1883]  W.  N.  187. 

Under  the  statute,  when  a  demand  Is  made 
the  neglect  to  pay  when  It  goes  beyond  what 
Is  a  reasonable  time  for  payment,  ceases  to  be 
mere  neglect,  and  becomes  wilful.  Barrett  v. 
Burke,  5  Dow,  1. 

Under  the  Canadian  statute  (Ont.  Rev.  Stat, 
chap.  143,  f  22)  providing  that,  if  the  lessee  ob- 
tain equitable  relief  he  sliall  hold  and  enjoy 
etc.,  he  Is  not  entitled  to  relief  from  for- 
feiture for  nonpayment  of  rent  as  matter  of 
right  without  regard  to  the  collateral  equities. 
Coventry  v.  McLean,  21  Ont.  App.  Rep.  176. 
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Dumpor'8  Case,  4  Coke,  119;  Wi-ight  v. 
Hurrouffhes,  3  C.  B.  685. 

Conditions  in  leases  are  intended  as  secu- 
rity, and  are  enforceable  only  for  that  pur- 
pose. Where  compensation  can  be  made  for 
the  breach,  that  is  all  that  can  be  demanded. 

2  Story,  Eq.  Jur.  13th  ed.  S§  1314-1316; 
2  IMatt,  Leases,  pp.  475,  479,  482;  2  Taylor. 
Land.  &  T.  8th  ed.  §§  495,  496;Tiedeman, 
Eq.  Jur.  S  35;  Mactier  v.  Oahorn,  146  Mass. 
399,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  15  N  .E.  641 ;  Lun- 
din  V.  SchcBffel,  167  Mass.  465,  45  N.  E.  933. 

Breach  of  covenant  to  pay  tajces  comes 
within  the  rule. 

Lundin  v.  Schopffel,  167  Mass.  465,  45  N. 
E.  933;  Giles  v.  Austin,  62  N.  Y.  486;  Hagar 
V.  Buck,  44  Vt.  285,  8  Am.  Rep.  368. 

For  most  purposes,  a  tax  sale  is  consid- 
ered to  create  an  encuncibrance  rather  than 
to  devest  the  title^  so  long  as  the  right  of 
redemption  remains. 

Stuart  V.  Reliance  Ins.  Co,  179  Mass.  434, 
60  N.  E.  929. 

Indulgence  by  the  landlord  may  prevent 
hira  from  taking  advantage  of  delay  in  pay- 
ment by  the  tenant. 

Thropp  V.  Field,  26  N.  J.  Eq.  82;  Horton 
V.  Neio  York  C.  d  H.  R.  R.  Co,  12  Abb.  N.  C. 
30. 

It  is  no  objection  to  the  maintenance  of 
this  bill  that  the  overdue  rent  and  taxes 
were  not  paid  before  bringing  the  bill.  This 
is  not  required  when  the  landlord  is  in  pos- 
session, as  here,  and  no  injunction  is  grant- 
ed against  him  pending  suit. 

2  Piatt,  Leases,  p.  479;  Bowser  v.  Colby . 
1  Hare,  109;  Atkins  v.  Chilson,  11  Met.  112; 
Thomas  v.  Reals,  154  Mass.  51,  27  N.  E. 
1004. 

The  alienation  to  Bailey  by  the  lease  given 
to  him  by  the  defendant  does  not  affect  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  relief;  Bailey  takes  sub- 
ject to  all  the  equities  of  the  plaintiff. 

Ahrams  v.  Watson^  59  Ala.  524. 

if r.  Harvey  N.  Shepard,  far  respond- 
ent: 

The  provision,  in  the  indenture,  for  for- 
feiture on  nonpayment  of  rent  and  taxes,  is 
good  in  law,  and  enforceable. 

Brand  v.  Frumveller,  32  Mich.  215;  Allen 
v.  Dent,  4  Lea,  676;  Morrill  v.  De  la  Gr<in- 
ja,  99  Mass.  383. 

In  this  cause  there  is  no  accident  or  mis- 
take for  the  petitioner  to  plead;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  his  neglect  wa«  deliberate  and  wil- 
ful, and  in  the  face  of  repeated  warnings. 
His  petition  is  without  equity. 

Bar  net  v.  Pa^sumpsic  Turn  p.  Co,  15  Vt. 
757;  Gregory  v.  Wilson,  9  Hare.  683;  Hill 
V.  Barclay,  18  Ves.  Jr.  56. 

The  petitioner  cannot  bo  restored,  as 
prayed  by  his  bill  of  complaint,  without  in- 
jury to  Byron  E.  Bailey:  and  it  would  be  a 
}iard!=fhip  to  compel  Mr.  Bailev.  who  is  with- 
'.!>  L.  R.  A. 


out  fault,  to  become  again  a  subtenant  of  the 
petitioner.  The  court,  therefore,  will  not 
interfere. 

Kerr,  Fraud  &  Mistake,  436:  Giles  v.  Aus 
tin,  62  N.  Y.  486. 

Lorinsy  J*>  delivered  the  opinioD  of  ibf* 
court: 

The  ground  on  which  a  tenant  gets  relief 
in  equity  from  the  forfeiture  of  his  estate 
for  a  failure  to  pay  rent  is  that  in  equity 
the  landlord's  right  of  re-entry  is  given  as 
security  for  the  payment  of  the  rent,  and 
on  the  rent  being  paid  the  very  thing  is  done 
for  which  the  security  was  given;  and,  al- 
though the  payment  in  that  case  is  made 
after  it  is  due,  on  interest  being  paid  com- 
pensation 18  made  for  the  delay  in  perform- 
ance, and  on  compensation  being  made  the 
plaintiff  is  entitled  to  relief.  Peachy  v. 
Somerset,  1  Strange,  447;  Hill  v.  Barclay,  IC 
Ves.  Jr.  402,  and  18  Ves.  Jr.  56;  Reynolds 
v.  Pitt,  19  Ves.  Jr.  134;  Hovoard  v.  Fan 
sAau?c  [1895]  2  Ch.  589.  The  Massachusetts 
cases  are  Atkins  v.  Chilson,  11  Met.  112; 
Sanborn  v.  Woodmati,  5  Cush.  36.  See  also, 
in  this  connection.  Stone  v.  Ellis,  9  Cush. 
95;  Hancock  v.  Carlton,  6  Gray,  39,  ex- 
plained in  Mactier  v.  Osbom,  146  Mass. 
399,  402,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  15  N.  E.  641. 

But  that  does  not  cover  the  case  before 
us.  In  this  case  the  defendant  entered  for 
breach  of  the  covenant  to  pay  taxes,  as  well 
as  for  breach  of  the  covenant  to  pay  rent. 
When  he  exercised  his  right  of  re-entry  in 
September,  1902,  not  only  was  the  tax  for 
1900  not  paid,  but  the  estate  of  the  defend- 
ant had  been  sold  because  of  the  plaintiff^s 
failure  to  imy  this  tax  as  he  had  covenanted 
to  do.  The  defendant's  estate  had  been  f>o]d 
to  pay  this  tax  in  the  June  preceding  the 
September  when  the  defendant  entered  on 
the  estate.  The  thing  here  in  question  se- 
cured by  the  right  of  re-entry  not  only  has 
not  been  performed,  but  it  cannot  be  per- 
formed now.  The  tax  for  1900  has  been 
paid,  and  no  longer  can  be  paid  by  the  plain- 
tiff. The  tax  was  paid  to  the  collector  by 
the  application  thereto  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  tax  sale.  There  is  a  right  to  redeem 
this  tax  title,  but  the  tax  has  been  paid,  and 
the  thing  secured  by  the  landlord's  right  of 
re-entry  can  no  longer  be  performed  by  thf 
tenant.  By  the  very  terms  of  the  covenant 
secured  by  the  forfeiture,  any  -performance 
of  it  is  at  an  end.  and  that  is  the  end  of 
the  plaintiff's  application  for  relief  from  tli« 
forfeiture  in  the  case  at  bar. 

Moreover,  if  it  were  permissible  to  look 
behind  the  terms  of  the  covenant  here  in 
question  to  what  might  be  termed  its  true 
nature  and  substance,  the  plaintiff  would 
jrain  nothing.  If  you  look  beyond  its  terms. 
the  real  sub^^tance  and  nature  of  a  covenant 
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to  pay  taxes  assessed  on  the  demised  prem- 
ises is  to  protect  and  hold  harmless  the  land- 
lord's estate.  When  the  breach  of  the  cov- 
enant has  reached  the  stage  where  the  land- 
lord's estate  has  been  iiold  to  pay  the  taxes 
which  the  tenant  should  have  paid,  and 
through  the  default  of  the  tenant  a  para- 
mount outstanding  title  has  come  into  ex- 
iHtence,  we  have  a  breach  of  covenant  for 
which  the  plaintiff  fails  to  show  that  com- 
pensation can  be  made.  It  is  like  the 
breach  of  a  covenant  to  insure  or  repair, 
where  equity  does  not  ordinarily  grant  re- 
lief against  forfeiture  of  the  tenant's  estate. 
Mactier  v.  Oshorn,  146  Mass.  399,  402,  4 
Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  16  N.  E.  641.  Hill  v. 
Barclay,  16  Ves.  Jr.  402,  and  18  Ves.  Jr.  56 
(overruling  Lord  Erskine's  opinion  in  San- 
ders V.  Pope,  12  Ves.  Jr.  282,  which  never 
went  to  decree,  page  294)  ;  Reynolds  v.  Pitt, 
19  Ves.  Jr.  134;  Bracebridge  v.  Buckley,  2 
Price,  200;  Green  v.  Bridges,  4  Sim.  90. 
Lord  Erskine's  opinion  in  Sanders  v.  Pope 
was  in  effect  that  the  forfeiture  of  a  lease- 
hold estate  for  breach  of  a  collateral  cove- 
nant stood  on  the  same  ground  at  common 
law  as  that  on  which  the  forfeiture  of  a 
bond  stands  under  Stat.  8  &  9  Wm.  III., 
chap.  11,  9  8,  which  (as  Baron  Parke  said 
in  Beckham  v.  Drake,  2  H.  L.  Cas.  579,  629 ) 
''in  effect  makes  the  bond  a  security  only 
for  the  damages  really  sustained."  But 
that  view  did  not  prevail.  It  is  settled  that 
in  case  of  waste  {Peachy  v.  Somerset,  1 
Strange,  447 ) ,  in  case  of  a  breach  of  a  cove- 
nant to  make  repairs  {Hill  v.  Barclay,  16 
Ves.  Jr.  402,  and  18  Ves.  Jr.  56;  Bracebridge 
V,  Buckley,  2  Price,  200),  and  in  case  of  the 
breach  of  a  covenant  to  insure  {Reynolds  v. 
Pitt,  19  Ves.  Jr.  134;  Green  v.  Bridges,  4 
Sim.  06),  it  being  imi>ossible  for  the  tenant 
to  show  affirmatively  that  compensation  can 
be  made,  relief  ordinarily  will  not  be  given. 
It  was  this  which  C.  Allen,  J.,  had  in  mind 
in  Lundin  v.  Schoeffel,  167  Mass.  465,  469, 
45  N.  E.  933,  when  he  said  of  the  case  then 
before  the  court  that  it  "was  not  like  a  case 
where  the  omission  caused  a  present  injury 
or  increase  of  risk  to  the  lessors,  as  in  the 
case  of  waste,  nonrepair,  or  noninsurance." 
The  lack  of  recent  cases  in  England  is  owing 
to  the  fact  that  relief  is  given  by  statute  in 
case  of  covenants  other  than  the  covenant 
to  pay  rent.  Stat.  22  &  23  Vict.  chap.  35, 
9  4,  authorized  relief  in  case  of  the  breach  of 
a  covenant  to  insure,  and  Stat.  44  &  45  Vict, 
ehap.  41,  9  14,  in  case  of  all  other  covenants 
except  the  covenant  to  pay  rent  (see  clause 
8  of  §  14),  in  which  case  a  bill  must  be 
brought  within  six  months  from  the  execu- 
tion putting  the  landlord  in  possession,  by 
force  of  Stat.  4  Geo.  II.  chap.  28.  It  is  set- 
tled that,  if  a  bill  is  brought  within  the 
time  allowed  for  relief  against  a  forfeiture 
69  L.  R.  A. 


for  breach  of  a  covenant  to  pay  rent,  the 
relief  is  given  at  common  law.  Howard  v. 
Fanshawe  [1895]  2  Ch.  589;  Stanhope,  y. 
Haworth,  3  Times,  L.  R.  34.  As  to  the  pur- 
])osc  of  Stat.  4  Geo.  II.  chap.  28,  see  Lord 
Manstield  in  Doe  ex  dem.  Hitchings  v. 
Lewis,  1  Burr.  614,  619,  and  Wigram,  V. 
C,  in  Boicser  v.  Colby,  1  Hare,  109,  125. 

From  what  has  been  said  it  is  apparent 
that  we  are  not  prepared  to  go  so  far  as  tlu- 
court  of  appeals  went  in  its  opinion  in 
Giles  V.  Austin,  62  N.  Y.  486,  493.  The  facts 
in  that  case  are  stated  in  6  Jones  &  S.  215. 
and  it  appears  that  the  failure  to  pay  the 
taxes  in  that  case  was  in  fact  through  acci- 
dent and  mistake,  although  that  was  not  re- 
lied on  in  the  opinion  of  the  court. 

There  is,  however,  jurisdiction  to  relieve 
against  a  forfeiture  for  breach  of  collateral 
covenants,  if  the  breach  came  through  acci- 
dent or  mistake.  This  was  established  in 
this  commonwealth  in  Mactier  v.  Osborn, 
146  Mass.  399,  4  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  15  N.  E. 
641,  following  the  suggestion  of  Lord  Eldon 
in  Hill  v.  Barclay,  18  Ves.  Jr.  56,  62, 
Affirmed  in  Bamford  v.  Creasy,  3  Giff.  675, 
680,  and  Bargent  v.  Thomson,  4  Giff.  473. 
If  it  be  assumed  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff 
that  he  could  have  relief  here  on  proving 
that  it  was  through  an  accident  or  a  mis- 
take on  his  part  that  the  nonpayment  of 
the  1900  taxes  went  to  a  sale,  yet  the 
decree  in  the  case  at  bar  must  be  affirnuHi. 
The  case  comes  here  by  appeal  from  a  decree 
dismissing  the  bill.  Tlie  evidence  is  before 
us,  but  there  is  no  statement  of  facts  found, 
or  of  rulings  made.  The  decree,  so  far  as 
it  involves  matters  of  fact,  is  to  stand,  un- 
less it  appears  by  the  evidence  to  be  clearly 
erroneous.  Brown  v.  Brown,  174  Mass.  197, 
75  Am.  St.  Rep.  303,  64  N.  E.  532;  Dickin- 
son V.  Todd,  172  Mass.  184,  51  N.  E.  970: 
5»'.  K.  Edwards  Hall  Co  v.  Dresser,  168 
Mass.  136,  46  N.  E.  420;  Lundin  v.  Sohoeffel, 
167  Mass.  465,  45  N.  E.  933.  See  also  Blos- 
som v.  Negus,  182  Mass.  515,  65  N.  E.  846. 
It  is  enough  that  the  presiding  judge  who 
saw  the  plaintiff  on  the  stand  may  not  have 
given  credit  to  the  excuse  which  he  made, 
namely,  that  the  sale  for  the  1900  tax  was 
made  earlier  than  usual. 

We  have  not  considered  the  plaintiff's  ar- 
gument that  thf-re  was  no  forfeiture  of  the 
lease.  We  are  of  opinion  that,  in  a  bill  in 
equity  to  be  rolieveci  from  a  forfeiture  at 
law,  it  is  riot^  cpen  to  him  to  make  the  con- 
tention that  there  is  no  forfeiture  at  law. 
Such  a  case  comes  within  Pitkin  v.  Spring- 
field, 112  Mass.  509,  in  which  it  was  held 
that,  in  a  petition  for  compensation  for  land 
taken,  it  was  not  open  to  contend  that  tlw 
statute  providing  for  the  taking  was  uncon- 
stitutional, or  that  the  taking  was  invalid. 
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See  also,  in  this  connection,  Smith  v.  Val- 
ence, 1  Rep.  in  Ch.  169.  The  case  of  Bos- 
ton d  M,  R.  Co.  V.  Graham,  179  Mass.  62, 
60  N.  E.  405,  stands  on  its  special  circum- 
stances. Whether  the  plaintiff  could  have 
attached  the  forfeiture  at  law  and  filed  this 


bill  in  case  he  was  unsuccessful  at  law  (see 
Moore  v.  Sanford,  151  Mass.  285,  7  L.  B.  A. 
151,  24  N.  E.  323),  or  must  in  such  a  case 
make  his  election  in  the  first  inittaiicff,  it 
is  not  necessary  to  consider. 
Decree  affirmed. 


INDIANA  SUPREME  CX>URT. 


Lida  M.  6ARRI6UE,  Impleaded,  etc.,  Appt., 
Jacob  KELLER 


(. 


.Ind. 


.) 


1.  Tltat  a  note  for  tlie  payment  of  vfIiIcIi 
a  married  vFoiuau  becoiuen  imrety       Is 

made  payable  in  a  state  where  such  contract 
Is  invalid  will  not,  although  the  suit  is 
brought  in  that  state,  defeat  her  liability  if 
the  contract  was  valid  at  her  domicil,  where 
it  was  executed. 

2.  The  execution  of  a  reuemral  note  In 
consideration  of  the  surrender  of  one 
upon  -vvhlch  the  slirner  iras  liable  as 
surety  will  bind  him  as  principal,  as  between 

himself  and  the  payee. 

8.  The  adntlsslon  of  evidence  of  a  con- 
versation between  the  maker  and  payee  of 
a  note  as  to  the  law  by  which  it  shall  be 
governed,  which  took  place  in  the  absence  of 
the  surety,  is  not  reversible  error  upon  com- 
plaint of  the  surety,  where  the  conversation 
merely  corroborated  the  effect  of  the  contr.ict 
Itself,  and  there  was  no  evidence  to  the  oon< 
trary. 

4.  Failure  to  set  out  Instructions  to 
which  objection  Is  made,  as  required  by 
rule  of  court  will  waive  the  objection. 

6.  Delivery  of  notes  Into  the  mall,  to  be 
forwarded  to  another  state  in  accord- 
ance with  thB  understanding  between  maker 
and  payee,  completes  the  delivery  so  as  to 
make  the  contract  one  to  be  governed  by  the 
laws  of  the  state  where  the  postofDce  is  lo- 
cated. 

6.  The  enforcement  of  a  contract  of 
suretyship  avalnst  a  married  vroman, 
which  is  valid  in  the  state  where  made,  is  not 
Impossible  in  another  state,  as  violative 
of  its  public  policy,  merely  because  its  stat- 
utes forbid  her  to  bind  herself  by  such  a  con- 
tract. 

(May  23,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  Lida  M.  Garrigue 
from  a  judgment  of  the  Circuit  Court 
for  Noble  County  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an 
action  brought  to  enforce  payment  of  cer- 
tain promissory  notes  out  of  the  property 


Note. — For  conflict  of  laws  as  to  capacity 
of  married  women  to  contract,  see  also,  in  this 
series.  Union  Nat.  Bank  v.  Chapman,  57  L.  R. 
A.  513,  and  note. 

For  conflict  of  laws  as  to  nef^otiable  paper, 
we  also  Spies  v.  National  City  Bank,  61  L.  R. 
A.   193,  and   note,  and  Cherry  v.   Sprague,  67 
L.  R.  A.  33. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


of  a  married  woman,  who  signed  them  as 
surety.     Affirm^. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Mr.  Ii.  IXT.  IXrelker,  for  appellant: 

It  matters  not  where  the  domicil  of  the 
maker  of  the  note  is  if  the  parties  fix  a  place 
for  the  performance  of  the  contract,  for  In 
such  case  the  parties  will  be  presumed  to 
have  contracted  with  reference  to  the  law  of 
the  place. 

Hunt  V.  Standart,  15  Ind.  36,  77  Am.  Dec 
79;  Butler  v.  Myer,  17  Ind.  77;  Brauminp 
V.  Merritt,  61  Ind.  425;  Midland  Steel  Co.  v. 
Citizens'  Nat.  Bank  (Ind.  App.)  72  N.  E. 
290;  Fordyce  v.  Nelson,  91  Ind.  ^47 ;  Gray 
V.  State,  72  Ind.  567;  Kopelke  v.  KopeUce, 
112  Ind.  435,  13  N.  E.  695;  Broum  v.  Jones. 
125  Ind.  375,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  227,  25  N.  E. 
452;  PHtchard  v.  Norton,  106  U.  S.  124,  27 
L.  ed.  104,  1  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  102;  Coghlan  v. 
South  CaroUna  R.  Co.  142  U.  S.  101,  35  h. 
ed.  951,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  150;  Buchanan  \. 
Drovers'  Nat.  Bank,  5  C.  C.  A.  83,  6  U.  8. 
App.  566,  55  Fed.  223;  Basoom  v.  Zediker, 
48  Neb.  380,  67  N.  W.  148;  Baum  ▼.  Birch 
all,  150  Pa.  164,  30  Am.  St  Rep.  797,  24  Atl. 
620;  Bell  v.  Packard,  69  Me.  105,  31  Am. 
Rep.  251;  Milliken  v.  Pratt,  125  Mass.  374, 
28  Am.  Rep.  241 ;  Evans  v.  Beaver,  50  Ohio 
St.  190,  40  Am.  St.  Rep.  666,  33  N.  E.  643; 
Chapman  v.  Robertson,  6  Paige,  627,  31  Am. 
Dec.  264 ;  22  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
p.  1325,  HH  4,  5,  6;  1  Beach,  Modem  Law  of 
Contracts,  IS  692,  595;  1  Dan.  Neg.  Inst. 
3d  ed.  S  895;  Story,  Conil.  L.  8th  ed.  8  301<l 

The  court  erred  in  refusing  to  enter  judg- 
ment in  favor  of  appellant,  Lida  M.  Gar- 
rigue. 

Frankel  y.  Michigan  Mut.  L.  fna.  Co.  158 
Ind.  304,  62  N.  E.  703;  Geddes  v.  Black- 
more,  132  Ind.  551,  32  N.  E.  567 ;  Ohio  ^  M- 
R.  Co.  V.  Stansberry,  132  Ind.  633,  32  N.  E 
218;  Shirk  y.  Wabash  R.  Co.  14  Ind«  App. 
127,  42  N.  E.  656;  Todd  v.  Fenton,  66  Ind. 
25 ;  Manning  v.  Gasharie,  27  Ind.  399 ;  Lows- 
ville,  N.  A.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Pedigo,  108  Ind. 
481,  8  N.  E.  627:  Toledo  d  W.  R.  Oo.  v. 
Goddard,  26  Ind.  185 ;  Pittsburgh,  C.  d  8t 
h.  R.  Co.  V.  Spencer,  98  Ind.  186;  Walkup  >. 
May,  9  Ind,  App.  409,  36  N.  E.  917;  C%n 
cinnati  I.  St.  L.  d  C.  R.  Co.  v.  Grames.  8 
Ind.  App.  112,  34  N.  E.  613.  37  N.  E.  421: 
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National  Exoh,  Bank  v.  Berry,  21  Ind.  App. 
261,  52  N.  E.  104;  Dixon  v.  Duke,  85  Ind. 
434;  Indianapolis  v.  Kingsbury,  101  Ind. 
200,  61  Am.  Rep.  749. 

Admissions  of  the  maker  of  a  note,  who 
is  not  making  a  defense,  are  not  competent 
against  a  surety  if  not  made  in  her  hearing. 

Pierce  v.  Ooldsberry,  35  Ind.  317;  Leach 
V.  Dickerson,  14  ind.  App.  375,  42  N.  E. 
1031;  Ricketts  v.  Harvey,  78  Ind.  152; 
Smith  V.  Wagaman,  58  Iowa,  11,  11  N.  W. 
713;  Baker  v.  Briggs,  8  Pick.  122,  19  Am. 
Dec.  311 ;  Rogers  v.  Anderson,  40  Mich.  290; 
D.  M,  Oshome  d  Co,  ▼.  Bell,  62  Mich.  214, 
28  1?.  W.  841. 

The  notes  in  controversy  were  executed  in 
this  state,  and  made  payable  at  a  bank  in 
this  state;  consequently  they  are  governed 
by  the  laws  of  this  state. 

The  parties  fixing  the  place  of  perform- 
ance of  the  contract  as  the  Noble  County 
Bank,  Keitdallville,  Indiana,  the  contract 
from  that  fact  alone  must  be  governed  by  the 
laws  of  this  state. 

Story,  Confl.  L.  S  241. 

Messrs,  R.  P.  Barr  and  CKapin  St 
OenAjr  for  appellee. 

MontsomerjTy  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

This  action  was  brought  upon  three  prom- 
issory notes  executed  by  appellants  to  the 
Noble  County  Bank,  and  payable  at  said 
bank,  and  by  it  assigned  before  maturity  to 
appellee.  Appellee  filed  with  his  complaint 
an  affidavit  and  undertaking,  and  obtained  a 
writ  of  attachment  upon  which  certain  real 
testate  owned  by  appellant,  Lida  M.  Gar- 
rigue, was  attached.  Appellant,  Lida  M. 
(Tarrigue,  answered  the  complaint,  first,  by 
general  denial,  and,  second,  by  alleging  her 
suretyship  and  coverture.  Appellee  replied 
in  three  paragraphs  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  answer;  First.  That  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  said  notes  said  appellant  was 
and  that  she  still  is,  a  resident  of  the  state 
of  Illinois;  that  said  notes  were  executed 
in  said  state;  and  that  under  the  laws  of 
said  state,  set  out  in  full,  she  had  the  capac- 
ity to  execute  said  notes  as  surety.  Sec- 
ond. The  same  averments  as  in  the  first, 
and^urther,  that  said  notes  were  given  in  re- 
newal of  a  note  for  the  principle  sum  of  $3,- 
750,  executed  by  both  of  the  appellants  on 
the  30th  day  of  July,  1900,  in  the  city  of 
Chicago,  and  payable  in  said  city  in  one  year 
after  date,  for  money  loaned  and  paid  to 
Rudolph  H.  Garrigue  in  the  city  of  Chicago. 
Third.  General  denial.  The  cause  was  tried 
by  a  jury,  and  a  general  verdict  returned  for 
appellee,  with  answers  to  interrogatories. 
Appellant  unsuccessfully  moved  the  court 
for  judgment  in  her  favor  upon  the  answers 
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t«)  interrogatories  and  for  a  new  trial,  and 
judgment  was  thereupon  rendered  in  favor 
of  appellee  for  $4,300  and  for  the  sale, of 
the  attached  real  estate. 

The  assignment  of  errors  requires  us  to 
review  the  decision  of  the  court  in  overrul- 
ing  the  demurrer  to  the  first  and  second 
paragraphs  of  reply,  and  in  overruling  the 
motion  for  judgment  on  the  special  findings 
of  the  jury,  and  in  overruling  the  motion  for 
a  new  trial.  The  first  question  for  decision 
is  presented  by  appellant's  demurrer  to  the 
first  paragraph  of  reply,  and  is  this:  Is  a 
note  executed  in  Illinois,  by  a  married 
woman,  as  surety,  while  domiciled  in  that 
state,  but  made  payable  at  a  bank  in  this 
state,  valid  and  enforceable  in  Indiana? 
The  statute  of  Illinois  in  regard  to  contracts 
of  married  women,  in  force  at  the  time  of 
the  execution  of  the  notes  in  suit  and  at  all 
other  times  covered  by  this  controversy,  is  as 
follows:  ''Contracts  may  be  made  and  lia- 
bilities incurred  by  a  wife,  and  the  same 
enforced  against  her,  to  the  same  extent  and 
in  the  same  manner,  as  if  she  were  unmar- 
ried; but,  except  with  the  consent  of  her 
husband,  she  may  not  enter  into  or  carry  on 
any  partnership  business  unless  her  husband 
has  abandoned  or  deserted  her,  or  is  idiotic 
or  insane,  or  confined  in  the  penitentiary." 
Kurd's  Rev.  Stat.  1903,  chap.  68,  §  6.  The 
Indiana  statute  applicable  to  the  matter 
under  consideration  is  as  follows:  "A  mar 
ried  woman  shall  not  enter  into  any  con- 
tract of  suretyship,  whether  as  indorser, 
guarantor,  or  in  any  other  manner;  and 
such  contract,  as  to  her,  shall  be  void." 
Burns's  Anno.  Stat.  1901,  §  6964.  The  de'- 
cisions  of  the  courts  of  different  states  upon 
the  question  before  us  are  in  irreconcilable 
conflict  and  in  hopeless  confusion.  It  has 
l>eon  held  by  some  courts  that  when  con- 
flicting laws  affect  the  enforcement  of  a 
contract  like  the  one  in  suit  the  law  of  the 
domicil  of  the  maker  governs,  by  others  the 
law  of  the  place  of  execution,  by  others  the 
law  of  the  place  of  performance,  and  by 
others  the  law  of  the  place  of  enforcement. 
We  cannot  reconcile  the  cases,  or  harmonize 
the  divergent  views  contained  in  the  bookh, 
but  must  be  content  to  extract  therefrom 
such  principles  as  we  believe  to  be  sound,  and 
declare  the  law  as  it  is  and  ought  to  be  in 
this  state.  The  law  applicable  to  promis- 
sory notes  executed  in  one  state  and  payable 
in  another,  having  conflicting  laws,  may  be 
summed  up  as  follows:  (1)  All  matters 
bearing  upon  the  execution,  the  interpreta- 
tion, and  validity  of  the  note  including  the 
capacity  of  the  parties  to  contract,  are  to 
bo  determined  by  the  law  of  the  place 
where  the  contract  is  made.  (2)  All 
matters  connected  with  the  payment,  includ- 
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ing  presentation,  notice,  demand,  protest, 
and  damages  for  nonpayment,  are  to  be 
regulated  by  the  law  of  the  place  where  by 
its  terms  the  note  is  to  be  paid.  (3)  All 
iiiatters  respecting  the  remedy  to  be  pur- 
sued, including  the  bringing  of  suits,  service 
of  process,  and  admissibility  of  evidence,  de- 
pend upon  the  law  of  the  place  where  the 
action  is  brought,  Scudder  v.  Union  Nat. 
Bank,  91  U.  S.  406,  23  L.  ed.  245;  Bowles  v. 
Field,  78  Fed.  742;  Canton  Nat.  Bank  v. 
Chapman,  169  N.  Y.  538,  57  L.  R.  A.  513,  88 
Am.  St.  Rep.  614,  62  N.  E.  672;  Ruhe  v. 
Buck,  124  Mo.  178,  25  L.  R.  A.  178,  46  Am. 
St.  Rep.  439.  27  S.  W.  412;  Mendenhall  v. 
(lately,  18  Ind.  149.  A  contract  must  be 
construed  and  its  validilTp^  determined  under 
the  laws  of  the  state  where  it  is  executed, 
unless  it  can  be  fairly  said  that  the  parties 
at  the  time  of  its  execution  clearly  mani- 
fested an  intention  that  it  should  be  gov- 
erned by  the  laws  of  another  state.  Grand 
V.  Livingston,  4  A  pp.  Div.  589,  38  N.  V. 
Supp.  490;  F.  B.  Hauok  Clothing  Co.  v. 
Sharpe,  83  Mo.  App.  385;  Wharton,  Confl. 
L.  $401.  If  a  contract  is  valid  in  the  stato 
where  it  is  executed,  it  is  valid  everywhere. 
Milliken  v.  Fratt,  125  Mass.  374,  28  Am. 
Rep.  241;  Wright  v.  Remington,  41  N.  J.  L. 
48,  32  Am.  Rep.  180;  Taylor  v.  Sharp,  108 
N.  C.  377,  13  S.  E.  138;  Holmes  v.  Reynolds. 
55  Vt.  39;  Miller  v.  Wilson,  146  111.  523, 
37  Am.  St.  Rep.  186,  34  N.  E.  1111;  Baer 
Bros.  v.  Terry,  105  La.  479,  29  So.  886; 
First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Mitchell,  34  C.  C.  A.  542, 
92  Fed.  565.  Applying  these  general  prin- 
ciples to  the  case  in  hand,  it  is  our  conclu- 
sion that  the  validity  of  the  notes  in  suit, 
as  to  the  appellant,  Lida  M.  Garrigue,  must 
be  determined  by  the  laws  of  Illinois,  where 
it  is  alleged  they  were  executed,  notwith- 
standing the  fact  that  the  place  of  payment 
was  in  Indiana.  If  the  notes  were  executed 
in  Illinois,  as  averred,  and  were  valid  there, 
the  designation  of  a  place  of  payment  in  this 
state  will  not  be  accepted  as  conclusive  evi- 
dence, or  as  clearly  manifesting  an  intention 
by  the  parties,  that  their  validity  should  be 
governed  by  the  laws  of  Indiana,  when  such 
an  interpretation  would  render  them  wholly 
void  as'  to  one  of  the  makers.  This  conclu- 
sion is  supported  by  the  rule  of  sanity  and 
honesty  "that  no  contract  must  be  held  as 
intended  to  be  made  in  violation  of  the  law, 
whenever  by  any  reasonable  construction  it 
can  bo  made  consistent  with  the  law,  and 
which  it  was  competent  for  the  parties  to 
adopt."  Bell  v.  Packard,  69  Me.  105,  31 
Am.  Rep.  251 ;  Wharton,  Confl.  L.  $  429.  The 
substantial  essence  of  a  contract  evidenced 
by  a  promissory  note  is  the  undertaking  by 
the  makers  to  pay  the  principal  sum  of 
money  named.  The  place  of  payment  is  an 
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incidental  matter.     The  makers  are  not  dis- 
charged from  their  principal  obligation   by 
an  unaccepted  tender  of  the  amount  owin^ 
at  the  time  and  place  designated  for   pay- 
ment, but  by  such  tender  are  released  only 
from  liability  for  damages,  which  otherwise 
\^•ould    accrue    from    nonpayment.     Maker$« 
of  promissory  notes  cannot  insist  that  they 
will  pay  at  the  place  designated  or  not  at 
all,  but  may  be  sued  upon  their  obligation 
and  payment  of  the  principal  amount   en- 
forced at  any  place  where  jurisdiction  over 
their  persons  or  property  may  be  acquired. 
In  the  case  of  Union  Nat.  Bank  v.  Chap- 
man, 169  N.  Y.  538,  57  L.  R.  A.  513,  88  Am. 
St.  Rep.  614,  62  N.  E.  672,  a  married  woman 
executed  a  note  as  surety,  in  Alabama,  pay 
able  in  Illinois,  and  the  court  said:     "It 
seems  clear  that  the  capacity  of  Mrs.  Chap- 
man to  contract  must  be  determined  by  the 
law  of  the  state  where  the  contract  was  exe- 
cuted, unless  it  can  fairly  be  said  that  she. 
at  the  time  of  the  execution  of  the  instru- 
ment, clearly  understood  and  intended  thai 
it  should  be  governed  by  the  laws  of  anothf^r 
state.     Such  an  intention  or  understandin<r 
is  not  manifest  in  this  case."    In  the  case  of 
F.  B.  Hauck  Clothing  Co.  v.  Sharpe,  83  M<». 
App.    385,    the   defendant   was   a    married 
woman,  and  resided  in  Missouri,  where  she 
executed  a  note  for  the  accommodation  of 
her  son,  and  made  it  payable  at  a  bank  in 
Indiana,  and  the  court  said:     "The  law  of 
the  place  of  performance  does  not  in  any 
way  affect  the  capacity  of  a  married  woman 
to  contract  in  a  state  which  authorized  her 
to  make  the  contract,  unless  made  with  ref- 
erence to  real  estate  situated  in  the  state  of 
performance,   or   it   is   apparent   from   the 
terms  of  the  contract  that  the  parties  in- 
tended to  incorporate  the  laws  of  the  Btat<> 
of  performance  in  the  contract."     From  the 
case  of  Wm.  Olenny  Class  Co.  v.  Taylor,  99 
Ky.  24,  34  S.  W.  711,  we  quote  the  following 
paragraph:     "The  mere  fact  that  the  noi«» 
was  made  payable  in  New  York,  and  received 
by  the  payee  in  that  city,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  this  case  is  not  sufficient  evidencv 
of  the  fact  that  it  was  intended  the  law  of 
that  state  should  govern,  or  its  validity  to 
be  tested  by  the  statute  in  regard  to  usury. 
We  will  not  assume,  nor  does  the  evidence 
authorize  such  a  conclusion,  that  the  bro'tlier 
living  in  Washington  city,  and  executing  tho 
note  in  that  place,  and  his  sister  executing 
the  note  in  Bracken  county,  Kentucky,  n» 
garded  or  expected  their  liability  to  be  deter- 
mined  by  the   statute  of   New  York,   and 
when  sued   in   Kentucky   could   defeat   the 
recovery  upon  the  paper  on  the  ground  that 
the  charge  of  the  extra  interest  rendered  the 
entire  obligation  void."     Our  statute  makes 
void,    at    her    option,    the    suretyship    con- 
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tracts  of  a  married  woman  executed  within 
this  state.  If  a  promissory  note  executed 
within  this  state  by  a  married  woman,  as 
8urety,  by  merely  inserting  therein  that  it 
should  be  payable  in  Cincinnati,  Chicago,  or 
St.  Louis,  might  be  made  an  Ohio,  Illinois, 
or  Missouri  contract,  and  thereby  rendered 
valid  and  enforceable  against  her,  our  stat- 
ute would  be  easily  evaded,  and  its  beneficent 
provisions  in  a  large  measure  destroyed. 
We  cannot  so  construe  these  contracts,  but 
the  declarations  of  principles  above  quoted 
accord  with  our  views,  and  the  conclusion 
follows  that  appellee's  first  paragraph  of  re- 
ply was  sufficient,  and  the  demurrer  to  the 
same  was  rightly  overruled. 

Appellant  has  cited  a  number  of  Indiana 
cases,  in  some  of  which  the  court  has  said 
that  the  maker  of  a  promissory  note  will  be 
held  liable  according  to  the  place  where  it  is 
payable.  This  and  other  like  statements 
were  made  with  r^ard  to  the  liability  of  the 
maker  to  pay  interest  or  damages  after  pro- 
test; and  the  decisions  of  the  questions  prop- 
erly presented  in  those  cases  are  not  in  con- 
fiict  with  the  result  reached  in  this  case.  In 
the  cases  of  Hunt  v.  Standart,  16  Ind.  33, 77 
Am,  Dec.  79,  and  Midland  Steel  Co,  v.  Citi- 
zena*  Nat,  Bank  (Ind.  App.)  72  N,  E.  290, 
the  only  question  involved  was  the  liability 
of  the  indorsers.  In  the  cases  of  Butler  v. 
Myer,  17  Ind.  77;  Broicning  v.  Merritt,  61 
Ind.  425;  Gray  v.  State,  72  Ind,  567;  and 
Kopelke  v.  Kopelke,  112  Ind.  435,  13  N.  E. 
695,— <the  contention  related  only  to  the  rate 
of  interest  recoverable.  In  Fordyce  v.  Nel- 
son, 91  Ind.  447,  the  question  was  to  the 
negotiability  of  the  note,  and  in  Brovm  v. 
Jones,  125  Ind.  375,  21  Am.  St.  Rep.  227,  25 
N.  E.  452,  the  controversy  was  with  regard 
to  days  of  grace  and  the  time  of  protest. 

If  the  first  paragraph  of  reply  was  suffi- 
cient, it  follows,  also,  that  the  second  para- 
graph is  good.  The  second  paragraph,  in  ad- 
dition to  the  allegations  of  the  first,  averred 
that  the  notes  in  suit  were  given  in  pay- 
ment of  a  prior  note  for  the  same  amount, 
executed  by  the  same  parties  in  the  state  of 
Illinois,  and  payable  in  that  state.  The  first 
note,  upon  the  facts  alleged,  was  a  valid  and 
onforceable  obligation  against  both  the  mak- 
ers. The  surrender  of  this  note  waa  a  suffi- 
cient consideration  for  the  execution  of  the 
renewal  notes,  and  by  the  execution  of  the 
renewal  notes  the  appellant,  Lida  M.  Gar- 
rigue,  as  between  her  and  the  payee,  became 
bound,  not  as  surety,  but  as  principal. 
Vogel  V.  Leichner,  102  Ind.  55,  1  N.  E.  554 ; 
Young  v.  Hart,  101  Va.  480,  484,  44  S.  E. 
703;  Savage  v.  Fox,  60  N.  H.  17 ;  New  York 
L.Ins.Co.y.McKellary  68  N.  H.  326,  44  Atl. 
.■»in.  In  the  case  of  Young  v.  Hart^  101  Va. 
480,  484,  44  S.  E.  703,  the  court  said:  "The 
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circuit  court  was  of  opinion  that,  treating 
Mrs.  Young  as  a  mere  surety  on  the  Chicago 
notes,  which  she  had  the  unquestioned  capac- 
ity to  make,  she  could  have  been  sued  upon 
them  in  eitlier  the  state  of  Pennsylvania  or 
the  state  of  Kentucky,  and  a  personal  judg- 
ment recovered  against  her,  and  that  the  re- 
newal of  the  notes  in  the  state  of  Pennsyl- 
vania under  the  facts  of  this  case  did  not 
release  her  nor  lessen  her  liability."  The 
court  did  not  err  in  overruling  appellant's 
demurrer  to  the  second  paragraph  of  reply. 

In  answer  to  interrogatories  propounded 
by  the  parties,  the  jury  found  the  following 
facts  specially:  That  the  three  notes  were 
given  in  renewal  of  a  note  for  $3,750,  dated 
July  30,  1900,  for  money  loaned  to  Rudolph 
H.  Garrigue,  and  upon  which  Li^da  M.  Gar- 
rigue  was  surety,  and  for  the  payment  of 
which  collateral  security  was  pledged,  and 
which  note  was  signed  in  Chicago,  and  sent 
by  mail  to  the  Noble  County  Bank  at  Ken- 
dallville,  Indiana,  and  a  draft  for  the 
amount,  less  exchange  and  revenue  stamps, 
sent  by  mail  to  R.  H.  Garrigue  at  Chicago ; 
that  the  notes  in  suit  weife  executed  in 
Chicago,  Illinois,  where  the  said  Lida  M. 
Garrigue  then  resided,  and  ever  since  has 
resided,  and  that  at  and  before  that  time 
the  statute  hereinbefore  set  out  was,  and 
the  same  still  is,  in  force  in  said  state;  that 
said  notes  were  signed  by  Lida  M.  Gar- 
rigue as  surety  for  her  husband,  who,  with 
her  consent,  enclosed  them  in  a  sealed  letter, 
and  mailed  them,  with  a  draft  for  the  inter- 
est accrued  on  the  old  note,  at  Chicago,  di- 
rected to  the  Noble  County  Bank  at  Kendall- 
ville,  Indiana ;  that  the  notes  were  prepared 
and  sent  by  the  bank  to  R.  H.  Garrigue  at 
Chicago,  who  inserted  the  words  "on  or  be- 
fore," and  signed  and  caused  his  wife  to  sign 
them,  and  that  the  signing  and  mailing  at 
Chicago  as  aforesaid  was  done  in  pursuance 
of  an  agreement  to  that  effect  between 
Rudolph  H.  Garrigue  and  appellee,  presi- 
dent, and  acting  for  said  bank;  that  the 
bank  received  said  notes  by  mail,  and  there- 
upon returned  the  old  note  by  mail  to  R.  H. 
Garrigue  at  Chicago,  and  subsequently  in- 
dorsed the  notes  to  appellee;  and  that  the 
bank  and  appellee  at  all  times  knew  that 
Lida  M.  Garrigue  was  surety  for  her  hus- 
band on  said  notes.  These  facts  were  not  in 
conflict  with  the  general  verdict,  but,  in  our 
opinion,  support  it ;  and  what  has  already 
been  said  in  discussing  the  sufficiency  of  the 
replies  leads  to  the  conclusion  that  then.* 
was  no  error  in  overruling  appellant's  mo- 
tion for  judgment  in  her  favor  upon  the 
answers  to  interrogatories,  notwithstand- 
ing the  general  verdict. 

Appellant's  motion  for  a  new  trial  em- 
braced a  number  of  causes,  many  of  which 
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have  been  waived.  Appellee  testified  to  a 
conversation  between  himself  and  Rudolph 
H.  Garrigue  had  at  Chicago  the  latter  part 
of  July,  1901,  with  regard  to  the  payment  or 
renewal  of  the  note  then  outstanding  and 
almost  due,  in  which  Mr.  Garrigue  said  that 
he  could  not  pay  the  note,  but  would  make 
new  notes  on  shorter  time,  and  have  his 
wife  sign  them,  and  the  notes  would  then  be 
sent  to  Kendallville,  and  that  a  wife  could 
sign  in  Illinois,  and  her  signature  would  be 
good  against  her  property ;  and  appellee  said 
that  would  be  satisfactory.  Appellant,  Lida 
M.  Garrigue  insists  that  the  admission  of 
this  evidence  over  her  objection  was  error. 
Appellee  suggests  that  the  record  does  not 
show  that  she  was  not  present  during  this 
conversation.  Her  absence  is  not  shown,  un- 
less it  may  be  implied  from  the  objection 
itself.  As  we  have  already  shown,  it  will 
not  be  inferred  from  the  substance  of  the 
notes  themselves  that  they  were  Indiana  con- 
tracts, and  appellee's  case  was  already  made 
out,  without  reference  to  this  extraneous 
evidence.  If  the  notes  were  Illinois  con- 
tracts as  against  the  principal  maker,  they 
were  the  same,  also,  as  to  the  surety  under 
the  facts  of  this  case.  Appellant,  Lida  M. 
Garrigue  had  no  evidence,  other  than  the 
notes  themselves,  upon  which  to  rest  her 
contention  that  they  were  Indiana  contracts. 
It  follows,  therefore,  that,  conceding  her 
absence,  and  that  she  could  not  be  bound  by 
the  conversation  to  which  objection  was 
made,  the  utmost  that  may  be  said  is  that 
the  evidence  was  harmless. 

Exceptions  were  taken  to  the  giving  and 
refusjil  of  the  court  to  give,  upon  request, 
a  number  of  instructions.  The  general 
s^round  of  the  objections  of  the  appellant  to 
these  instructions  was  predicated  upon  the 
view  that  the  law  of  the  place  of  payment 
governs  the  validity  of  the  notes.  This  sub- 
ject has  been  sufiiciently  discussed. 

Objection  is  urged  to  instruction  No.  13 
given  by  the  court;  but  we  are  unable  to 
find  this  instruction,  either  in  full  or  in  sub- 
stance, set  out  anywhere  in  the  brief  of 
appellant,  and  must  treat  the  objection  as 
waived  for  noncompliance  with  subdivision 
5  of  rule  22  of  this  court  (65  N.  E.  vi.). 
Chicago  Torminal  Transfer  Co.  v.  Walton 
(Ind.)72  N.  E.  646;  Chicago  d  E.  R.  Co.  v. 
Lain  (Ind.  App.)  72  N.  E.  539;  Lake  Erie 
d  W.  R.  Co.  V.  McFall  (Ind.)  72  N.  E.  552; 
Penn  Mut,  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Norcross,  163  Ind. 
379,  72  N.  E.  132;  Barricklow  v.  Stewart, 
163  Ind.  438,  72  N.  E.  128. 

The  remaining  question  presented  by  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  is  whether  the  ver 
(iiot  of  the  jury  is  sustained  by  sufficient 
•'videncc,  or  is  contrary  to  law.  Appellant's 
counsel  conten«1s  that  the  notes  were  not 
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delivered  in  Illinois,  but  in  Indiana,  and.  if 
this  contention  is  true,  then  they  are  Indiana 
contracts,   and   the   judgment  must  be  re- 
versed.    A  precedent  agreement  between  the 
principal  in  the  notes  and  the  appellee  act- 
ing for  the  payee  was  shown  by  the  evidence, 
according  to  the  terms  of  which  the  notes 
were  to  be  signed  by  the  makers  in  Chica^, 
and  sent  to  the  payee  by  mail.     They  were 
properly  signed  and  sealed  in  an  envelopf 
addressed  to  the  payee,  and  delivered  to  the 
United  States  mail  in  the  Ciiy  of  Chicago, 
according  to  agreement,  and,  in  our  opinion, 
the  delivery  was  then  and  thereby  completed. 
In  the  case  of  Purviance  v.  Jones,  120  Ind. 
162,   16  Am.  St.  Rep.  319,  21  N.  E.   1099, 
Justice  Mitchell,  speaking  for  the  court  (p. 
164  of  120  Ind.,  p.  321  of  16  Am.  St.  Rep.,  p. 
1099  of  21  N.  E.),  says:   "While  it  is  not 
indispensable  that  there  should  have  been  an 
actual  manual  transfer  of  the  instrument 
from  the  maker  to  the  payee,  yet  to  consti- 
tute  a   delivery  it   must  appear   that  the 
maker  in  some  way  evidenced  an  intention  to 
make  it  an  enforceable  obligation   again<t 
himself,  according  to  its  terms,  by  surrender 
ing  control  over  it,  and  intentionally  placinj? 
it  under  the  power  of  the  payee,  or  of  some 
third  person  for  his  use."    In  the  case  of 
Wm.  Glenny  Glass  Co.  v.  Taylor,  99  Ky.  24. 
34   S.   W.   711,   involving  conflicting  laws, 
Pryor,  Ch.  J.,  in  the  opinion  says:     "The 
note,  when  signed  by  Mary  D.  Bradford  in 
Kentucky,  and  inclosed  to  the  payee,  wtw 
an  executed  instrument;  as  much  so  as  if 
the  payee  had  been  present  and  the  note  de- 
livered to  her  in  Kentucky."     In  the  case  of 
Barrett  v.  Dodge,  16  R.  I.  740,  27  Am.  St 
Rep.  777,  19  Atl.  630,  the  court,  speaking 
upon  the  question  under  immediate  consider- 
ation, said :     "In  the  absence  of  instructions 
to  the  maker  as  to  the  mode  by  which  he 
should  return  them  when  signed,  the  payees 
must   have    contemplated    that   the   maker 
would  return  them  by  the  natural  and  ordi- 
nary mode  of  transmitting  such  obligations, 
and  must  be  deemed  to  have  authorized  him 
to  so  return  them.     The  natural  and  ordi 
nary  mode  of  transmitting  them   was  by 
mail,  the  mode  adopted  by  the  maker.    In 
such  cases  the  postofBce  may  be  r^arded  as 
the  common  agent  of  both  parties, — of  the 
maker  for  the  purpose  of  transmitting  the 
note.,  and  of  the  payee  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  it  from  the  maker.     By  depositing 
the  note  in  the  mail  with  the  intent  that 
it  shall  be  transmitted  to  the  payee  in  the 
usual    way.    the    maker    parts    with    h"^ 
dominion  and  control  over  it,  and  the  deliv 
erv  is,   in   legal   contemplation,   complete' 
We  accordingly  conclude  that  the  notes  v^'c^ 
fully  executed  by  delivery   in   the  state  <'i 
Illinoia,  and  are  Illinois  contracts,  and.  un- 
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tier  the  laws  of  that  state,  valid  against  both 
the  makers.  The  notes^  being  valid  under 
the  laws  of  Illinois,  are  equally  valid  and 
enforceable  in  this  state,  by  the  principle  of 
comity,  unless  their  enforcement  would  be 
contrary  to  good  morals,  or  in  violation  of 
public  policy,  or  forbidden  by  positive  law. 
It  is  clear  that  a  contract  of  suretyship  by 
a  married  woman,  executed  in  a  foreign 
state,  is  not  in  itself  immoral,  nor  is  its 
enforcement  forbidden  by  our  laws.  In 
some  states,  where  the  common-law  disabil- 
ities of  married  women  still  exist,  it  has 
l)cen  held  that  the  enforcement  of  such  an 
alleged  contract  against  them  would  be  con- 
trary to  the  public  policy  of  the  state,  and 
that  it' was  nonenforceable  within  that  jur- 
isdiction. Almost  all  the  states  of  the  Union 
have  removed  substantially  all  the  disabili- 
ties of  married  women  to  contract,  and  in 
the  interests  of  commerce  and  business,  and 
upon  the  principle  of  comity  among  the 
5«tates,  have  sustained  and  enforced  contracts 
validly  executed  elsewhere,  although  the 
particular  contract,  if  executed  within  such 
states,  would  have  been  unauthorized  and 
invalid.  In  the  case  of  Baer  Bros.  v.  Terry, 
105  La.  479,  29  So.  886,  the  supreme  court  of 
.  Louisiana,  speaking  to  this  point,  said :  "Nor 
do  we  agree  with  the  counsel's  contention 
that,  assuming  defendant  to  have  been  liable 
on  the  notes  before  she  came  to  this  state 
the  law  of  this  state  prohibiting  wives  from 
binding  themselves  for  the  debts  of  their  hus- 
bands precludes  recovery  against  her.  That 
law  is  satisfied,  and  its  whole  object  and 
purpose  is  accomplished,  when  Louisiana 
wives  are  protected  against  binding  them- 
selves for  the  debts  of  their  husbands.  This 
protection  is  not  extended  to  Missouri  wives, 
and,  if  these  bind  themselves  in  the  state  of 
their  domicil  for  the  debts  of  their  husbands, 
they  cannot  be  permitted  to  come  to  this 
state  to  be  divorced  from  their  obligations. 
When  defendant  crossed  our  borders  as  an 
immigrant  to  our  soil  the  debt  was  already 
hers,  and  it  has  continued  to  be  such. 
There  is  nothing  in  the  atmosphere  of  Louis- 
iana law  and  Louisiana  jurisprudence  to 
disintegrate  or  dissolve  valid  obligations. 
To  such  it  is  a  healthful  and  bracing  at- 
mosphere." See  also  Wright  v.  Remington, 
41  N.  J.  L.  48,  32  Am.  Rep.  180. 

We  hold,  in  accord  with  the  great  weight 
of  authority,  that  the  enforcement  of  the 
notes  in  suit  against  appellant,  Lida  M.  Gar- 
rigue,  is  in  no  sense  violative  of  the  public 
policy  of  this  state.  There  is  no  suggestion 
that  any  unfair  means  or  undue  influence 
was  used  to  procure  the  execution  of  the 
notes,  and,  their  collection  not  being  in  con- 
flict with  our  public  policy,  we  aflirm  that 
the  verdict  is  sustained  by  the  evidence,  and 
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in  accordance  with  the  law,  and  that  the 
motion  for  a  new  trial  was  properly  over- 
ruled. 

i'he  judgment  is  affirmed. 


PITTSBURGH,  CINCINNATI,  CHICAGO, 
&  ST.  LOUIS  RAILROAD  COMPANY, 
Appt., 

V, 

William  J.  MONTGOMERY. 

(152  Ind.  1.) 

1.  An  employee  injured  by  the  nevli- 
vence  of  anotlier  while  both  are  acting  in 
the  line  of  duty  as  employees  of  a  corporation 
has  a  right  of  action  against  the  company, 
under  the  Indiana  employer's  liability  act  of 
1893. 

2.  A  provinton  oreatin«  'a  new  liability 
Is  within  the  title  of  a  stetute,  "An  Act  Regu- 
lating Liability  of  Railroads  and  Other  Cor- 
porations." 

8.  Tbe  employer's  liability  act  eban- 
ffinff  tbe  laiv  as  to  tbe  defense  in  case 
of  negligence  of  fellow  servants  of  corpora- 
tions Is  not  within  a  constitutional  provision 
as  to  local  or  special  laws  "regulating  the 
practice  In  conrts.** 

4.  The  Question  whetlier  a  general  laitv 
can  be  made  applicable  to  a  particular 
case  is  for  the  legislature,  and  not  for  th« 
court,  to  determine. 

5.  Railroad  corporations  are  persons 
within  the  constitutional  proylsions  as  to 
equal  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens 
and  the  equal  protection  of  persons. 

6.  A  Question  of  tbe  unconstitutionali- 
ty of  a  statute  as  to  other  corporations 
cannot  be  raised  by  a  railroad  company  as  to 
which  the  act  Is  valid. 

7.  Tbe  exemption  of  municipal  corpora- 
tions from  a  statute  making  other  corpora- 
tions liable  to  a  servant  for  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant  does  not  make  the  statute  In 
valid. 

8.  A  statute  maklnir  -void  a  contract  by 
a  corporation  for  the  release  or  relief  from 
liability  to  an  employee  for  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant  is  not  unconstitutional. 

9.  A  problbltlon  of  contracts  relens- 
ingr  corporations  from  tbeir  liability 
to  Injured  employees  Is  within  the  main  sub 
Ject  expressed  In  the  title,  which  is  the  reg- 
ulation of  liability  in  such  cases. 

10.  An  aarreement  by  a  railroad  em- 
ployee tbat  tbe  acceptance  of  bene- 
ilts  from  a  relief  fund  shall  operate  as  a 
release  of  all  claims  against  the  railroad 
company  Is  void,  under  the  employer's  llabll 
ity  act  of  1803,  although  the  release  is  only 

*     conditional. 

11.  Tbe  excnsinv  of  a  competent  Juror 
on  motion  of  the  court  Itself  Is  not  ground 


Note. — As  to  validity  of  statute  imposing 
liability  for  injury  by  fellow  servant,  see  John 
son  V.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R.  Co.  8  L.  R.  A.  419,  and 
Funk  V.  St.  Paul  City  R.  Co.  29  L.  R.  A.  208, 
also  the  case  followlxig  this  onsu^-^  , 
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of  error,  if  a  fair  and  impartial  jnry  was 
obtained. 

12.  Tlie  covrt  may  properly  refuse  to 
reaulre  tlie  Jury  to  return  to  their  r6om 
and  insert  specified  facts  In  their  special 
verdict ;  but  the  remedy,  If  any,  is  by  motion 
for  a  new  trial. 

13.  Instrvetlnar  tlie  Jvry  not  to  connlder 
evidence  withdrawn  by  the  party  who 
offered  it  la  proper,  whea  requested  by  the 
other  party. 

14.  Pliyslcal  and  mental  suflerlnff  aris- 
ing out  of  a  personal  injury  may  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  estimating  damages. 

15.  A  manlfeat  clerical  mistake  in  copy- 
ing an  instruction  is  not  prejudicial  error. 

(February  19,  1898.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Circuit  Court  for  Cass  County  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to  re- 
cover damages  for  personal  injuries  alleged 
to  liave  resulted  from  defendant's  negligence. 
Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  N.  O.  Rom  and  G.  E.  Bom,  for 
appellant: 

The  statute  in  question  is  in  derogation 
of  the  common  law,  and  must  be  strictly 
construed. 

Thomburg  v.  American  Stratohoard  Oo, 
141  Ind.  443,  50  Am.  St.  Rep.  334,  40  N.  E. 
1062. 

What  oontracta  does  this  statute  pro- 
hibit? 

The  contract  must  be  between  a  railroad 
company  and  one  of  its  employees,  or  be- 
tween some  other  corporation  and  one  of 
its  employees. 

The  contract  was  not  one  made  by  appel- 
lant with  appellee.  It  was  made  by  the 
appellee  with  an  organization  known  as  the 
"Voluntary  Relief  Department  of  the  Penn- 
sylvania Lines  West  of  Pittsburgh;"  hence 
it  is  not  within  the  prohibition  of  the  stat- 
ute. 

The  terms  of  the  contract  must  be  to  re- 
lease or  relieve  appellant  from  a  liability 
to  the  appellee.  The  liability  must  be  re- 
leased by  the  contract  alone.  In  this  case 
it  was  not.  This  contract  provided  that,  if 
appellee  accepted  certain  payments  fof  a 
certain  period  of  time,  such  payments 
should  operate  as  a  release,  and  nothing 
more.  Having  accepted  the  former,  he  can- 
not justly  ask  the  latter  in  addition. 

Johnson  v.  Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  163 
Pa.  m,  29  Atl.  854. 

This  contract  has  been  considered  and 
con*»trued  with  reference  to  the  question 
now  under  consideration  in  the  followin<? 
cnses: 

Donald  v.  Chicnfjo.  B.  <€  Q.  R.  Co.  93 
Iowa,  284,  33  L.  K  A.  402,  61  X.  W.  971; 
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Otis  V.  Pennsylvania  Co.  71  Fed.  136;  Co: 
v.  Putftburgh,  C.  C.  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  1  Ohio 
N.  P.  213;  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  d  8t,  L.  R.  Co 
V.  Cox,  65  Ohio  St.  497,  35  L.  R.  A.  507. 
45  N.  E.  641 ;  Vickers  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q. 
R.  Co.  71  Fed.  139. 

That  this  contract  was  not  between  ap 
pellant  and  appellee,  but  between  appellee 
and  a  third  party,  does  not  prevent  the  ap 
pellant  from  claiming  protection   under  it. 

Rodenbarger  v.  Bramblett,  78  Ind.  213: 
Harrison  v.  Wright,  100  Ind.  515,  50  Am. 
Rep.  805;  Waterman  v.  Morgan,  114  Ind. 
237,  16  N.  E.  590;  Leake  v.  Ball,  116  Ind 
214,  17  N.  E.  918;  Claypool  v.  Sekooi 
Comrs.  132  Ind.  261,  31  N.  E.  665. 

Said  act  denies  to  certain  persona  or  citi 
2ens  equal  protection  of  the  laws,  an<{ 
grants  privileges  and  immunities  to  soiik- 
which  are  not  granted  to  others  similarK 
situated.  It  abridges  the  right  and  privi 
leges  of  certain  citizens,  and  deprives  them 
of  their  liberty  and  property  without  due 
process  of  law. 

While  there  may  be  a  classification  of 
subjects  or  kinds  of  business  by  the  le^-- 
lature,  it  cannot  classify  the  persons  to  l»- 
affected  so  that  all  similarly  situated  shal' 
not  be  granted  the  same  privileges  or  im 
munities. 

Cooley,  Const.  Lim.  391;  Wally  v.  Ker 
nedy,  2  Yerg.  554,  24  Am.  Dec.  511;  lodi 
Twp.  V.  State,  51  N.  J.  L.  402,  6  L.  R.  A. 
56,  18  Atl.  749;  State  ew  rel.  Randolph  v 
Wood,  49  N.  J.  L.  85,  7  Atl.  286;  Edmonds 
V.  Eerbra/ndson,  2  N.  D.  270,  14  L.  R.  A. 
725,  50  N.  W.  970. 

Inasmuch  as  the  law  must  apply  equally 
to  all  persons  or  citizens  similarly  situa 
ted,  if  for  any  reason  any  part  of  them  can 
not  be  made  to  come  within  its  compass  it 
is  unconstitutional.  If  the  act  is  invalid  a- 
to  any  of  the  persons  embraced  in  its  pre 
visions,  it  is  invalid  as  to  all,  sinee  the 
valid  can  only  be  separated  from  the  invalid 
by  construction,  which  is  not  permissible. 

United  States  v.  Reese,  92  U.  S.  214,  S-*) 
L.  ed.  563;  Baldwin  v.  Franks,  120  U.  S. 
678,  30  L.  ed.  766,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  656.  763. 
State  ex  rel.  McCue  v.  Ramsey  County,  4< 
Minn.  236,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  650,  51  N.  W 
112;  La/vallee  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  d  M.  R.  Co 
40  Minn.  249,  41  N.  W.  974;  NichoU  v. 
Walter,  37  Minn.  264,  33  N.  W.  800:  State 
ex  rel.  Richards  v.  Hammer,  42  N.  J.  L 
436;  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Mackey,  127  I' 
S.  205,  32  L.  ed.  107,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1161: 
Deppe  V.  Chicago,  R.  /.  d  P.  R.  Co.  3^ 
Iowa,  52;  Johnson  v.  St.  Paul  d  D.  R.  C" 
43  Minn.  222,  8  L.  R.  A.  419,  45  N.  W.  !.>« 
Pearson  v.  Portland,  69  Me.  278,  31  An- 
Rep.  276;  Millett  v.  People,  117  111.  2i»<- 
57  Am.  Rep.  8(50.  7  X.  E.  631:  Holden  v 
James,  11  Mass.  390,  6Am.  Dec.  174;  !/»" 
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neapolis  A  St,  L,  R.  Co,  v.  Herrick,  127  U. 
8.  210,  32  L.  ed.  109,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1176; 
Hucklew  V.  Central  Iowa  R,  Go,  64  Iowa, 
«ni,  21  N.  W.  103;  llerriok  v.  Minneapoli/i 
<€  8t,  L.  R,  Co.  31  Minn.  11,  47  Am.  Rep. 
771,  16  N.  W.  413. 

Laws  must  not  only  be  uniform  in  their 
aipplication  throughout  the  territory  over 
which  the  legislative  jurisdiction  extends, 
but  they  must  apply  to  all  classes  of  citi- 
zens alike. 

Shaver  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  71  Fed.  931. 

Sudi  contracts  have  been  upheld,  and  the 
answers  based  thereon  sustained,  in— 

Graft  V.  Baltimore  d  0.  R,  Co,  6  Sadler, 
(Pa.)  94,  8  Atl.  200;  Fuller  v.  Baltimore  d» 
O.  Employees^  Relief  Asso.  67  Md.  433,  10 
Atl.  237;  Gwena  v.  Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  1 
L.  R.  A.  75,  35  Fed.  715;  State  use  of  Black 
v  Baltimore  d  G.  R.  Co.  36  Fed.  655;  Mar- 
tin v.  Baltimore  d  G,  R,  Co,  41  Fed,  125; 
i,*om.  V.  Equitable  Beneficial  Asso.  137  Pa. 
412,  18  Atl.  1112;  Lease  v.  Pennsylvania 
Co,  10  Ind.  App.  47,  37  N.  E.  423;  Johnson 
V.  Philadelphia  d  R,  R,  Co.  163  Pa,  127, 
29  Atl.  854;  Ringle  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co. 
164  Pa.  529,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  628,  30  Atl. 
492;  Donald  v.  Chicago,  B,  d  Q,  R.  Co,  93 
Iowa,  284,  33  L.  R.  A.  492,  61  N.  W.  971; 
Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Bell,  44  Neb.  44, 
«52  N.  W.  314;  Vickers  v.  Chicago,  H.  d  Q, 
R.  Co.  71  Fed.  139;  Gtis  v.  Pennsylvania 
Co.  71  Fed.  136;  Shaver  v.  Pennsylvania 
Co.  71  Fed.  931;  Pittsburg,  C.  C.  d  St.  L, 
R.  Co.  V.  Coa,  55  Ohio  St.  497,  36  L.  R.  A. 
.507,  45  N.  E.  641;  Maine  v.  Chicago,  B.  d 
Q.  R.  Co.  109  Iowa,  260,  70  N.  W.  630,  80 
N".  W.  315;  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Co.  v.  Gwr- 
tis,  51  Neb.  442,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  456,  71 
X.  W.  42;  Eckman  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R. 
Co.  169  111.  312,  38  L.  R.  A.  750,  48  N.  E. 
496. 

Section  5  of  said  act  is  in  conflict  with 
the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution 
and  the  acts  of  Congress  passed  for  the  en- 
forcement thereof. 

State  V.  Julow,  129  Mo.  163,  20  L.  R.  A. 
257,  50  Am.  St  Rep.  443,  31  S.  W.  781; 
Hertholf  v.  G'Reilly,  74  N.  Y.  515,  30  Am. 
Rep.  323;  Braceville  Coal  Co.  v.  People, 
147  111.  66,  22  L.  R.  A.  340,  37  Am.  St.  Rep. 
206,  35  N.  E.  62;  State  v.  Goodwill,  33  W. 
Va.  179,  6  L.  R.  A.  621,  25  Am.  St.  Rep. 
.863,  10  S.  E.  285;  Tick  Wo  v.  Hopkins,  118 
U.  S.  366,  30  L.  ed.  220,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1064;  Slaughter-House  Cases,  16  Wall.  36, 
21  L.  ed.  394;  Butchers^  Union  8,  H.  d  L. 
S.  L.  Co.  V.  Crescent  City  L.  S.  L.  d  S.  H. 
Co.  Ill  U.  S.  746,  28  L.  ed.  585,  4  Sup.  Ct. 
Rpp.  652;  Re  Parrott,  6  Sawy.  349,  1  Fed. 
481;  Re  Jacobs,  98  N.  Y.  98,  60  Am.  Rep. 
({U(j ;  People  v.  Marx,  99  N.  Y.  377,  52  Am. 
Rep.  34,  2  N.  E.  29;  Ex  parte  Westerfield, 
oo  Cal.  550,  36  Am.  Rep.  47;  Ragio  v.  State, 
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80  Tenn.  272,  6  S.  W.  401;  State  v.  Divine, 
98  N.  C.  778,  4  S.  E.  477. 

The  vocation  of  an  employer,  as  well  as 
that  of  his  employee,  is  his  property. 

Depriving  the  owner  of  property  of  ono 
of  its  attributes  is  depriving  him  of  his 
property  under  the  provisions  of  the  Con- 
stitution. 

People  ex  rel.  Manhattan  Sav.  Inst.  v. 
Gtis,  90  N.  V.  48;  State  v.  Fire  Creek  Coal 
d  Coke  Co.  33  W.  Va.  188,  6  L.  R.  A.  359, 
25  Am.  St.  Rep.  891,  10  S.  E.  288;  God- 
oharles  v.  Wigeman,  113  Pa.  431, 6  Atl.  354; 
State  V.  Loomis,  116  Mo.  307,  21  L.  R.  A. 
789,  22  S.  W.  350;  Frorer  v.  People,  141 
111.  171,  16  L.  R.  A.  492,  31  N.  E.  395; 
Com.  V.  Perry,  155  Mass.  117,  14  L.  R.  A. 
325,  31  Am.  St.  Rep.  533,  28  N.  E.  1126: 
Ramsey  v.  People,  142  111.  380,  17  L.  R.  a. 
853,  32  N.  E.  364;  San  Antonio  d  A.  Pass. 
R.  Co.  V.  Wilson,  4  Tex.  App.  Civ.  Cas. 
(Willson)  p.  565,  19  S.  W.  910;  Harding  v. 
People,  160  111.  459,  32  L.  R.  A.  445,  52  Am. 
St.  Rep.  344,  43  N.  E.  624;  Ritchie  v.  Pco 
pie,  155  111.  98,  29  L.  R.  A.  79,  46  Am.  St. 
Rep.  315,  40  N.  E.  464;  Ex  parte  Kuback, 
85  Cal.  274,  9  L.  R.  A.  482,  20  Am.  St.  Rep. 
226,  24  Pac  737 ;  Low  v.  Rees  Printing  Co. 
41  Neb.  127,  24  L.  R.  A.  702,  43  Am.  St. 
Rep.  670,  59  N.  W.  362;  State  ex  rel,  Luria 
V.  Wagener,  69  Minn.  206,  38  L.  R.  A.  677, 
65  Am.  St.  Rep.  565,  72  N.  W.  67 ;  Re  House 
Bill  No.  203,  21  Colo.  27,  39  Pac.  431;  Peo- 
ple V.  Gillson,  109  N.  Y.  389,  4  Am.  St.  Rep. 
465,  17  N.  E.  343;  Wallace  v.  Georgia,  C.  d 
N.  R.  Co.  94  Qa.  732,  22  S.  E.  679;  New 
York  L.  Ins,  Co.  v.  Smith  (Tex.  Civ.  App.) 
41  S.  W.  680;  Fraser  v.  McConway  d  T.  Co. 
82  Fed.  257;  Toledo,  W.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Jacksonville,  67  111.  37,  16  Am.  Rep.  611; 
Vanzant  v.  Waddel,  2  Yerg.  270;  Madison 
d  I.  R.  Co.  V.  Whiteneck,  8  Ind.  217. 

This  section  does  not  seek  to  r^^ate  the 
terms  and  conditions  upon  which  a  right 
may  be  enjoyed,  but  it  denies  to  both  the 
employer  and  the  employee  the  right  to  con- 
tract at  all.  If  contracts  such  as  this  sec- 
tion forbids  are,  or  can  be,  classed  as  liable 
to  be  injurious  to  public  morals  or  public 
safety,  or  as  in  any  way  jeopardizing  the 
public  welfare,  they  might  be  subject  to 
reasonable  restrictions,  but  not  forbidden. 

Printing  d  Numerical  Registering  Co.  v. 
Sampson,  L.  R.  19  Eq.  462;  Diamond  Match 
Co.  V.  Roeber,  106  N.  Y.  473,  60  Am.  Rep. 
464,  13  N.  E.  419;  United  States  Chemical 
Co.  V.  Provident  Chemical  Co.  64  Fed.  946 : 
Dent  V.  West  Virginia,  129  U.  S.  114,  32  L. 
ed.  623,  9  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  231. 

Messrs.  D.  H.  Chase,  8.  O.  Piokens. 
and  G.  'W.  Funk  also  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  McConnell  Sb  Jenkines  and 
Kelson  &  BCyers  for  appellee. 
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MoCabe,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
•ourt: 

This  action  was  brougiit  by  the  appellee 
against  the  appellant  to  recover  damages 
suffered  by  him  on  account  of  the  alleged 
negligence  of  the  defendant,  resulting  in  a 
personal  injury  to  the  plaintiff.  A  demurrer 
to  the  complaint  for  want  of  sufficient  facts, 
and  a  demurrer  to  the  second  paragraph 
of  the  answer,  were  overruled,  and  the  issues 
joined  were  tried  by  a  jury,  resulting  in  a 
special  verdict  and  judgment,  over  defend- 
ant's motion  for  a  new  trial,  for  $3,000 
damages.  The  errors  assigned  call  in  ques- 
tion the  rulings  on  demurrer,  the  refusal  of 
a  new  trial,  overruling  motions  for  a  venire 
de  novOf  for  judgment  in  appellant's  favor 
on  the  special  verdict,  and  sustaining  appel- 
lee's motion  for  judgment  on  the  special 
verdict  in  bis  favor. 

The  only  objection  urged  to  the  complaint 
is  that  it  shows  that  the  plaintiff  was  a 
freight  brakcman  in  the  defendant's  service 
on  its  railroad,  and  that  it  was  the  negli- 
gence of  the  engineer  of  the  train  on  which 
he  was  serving  that  caused  his  injury,  and 
that,  under  the  fellow- servant  rule,  there 
was  no  liability.  The  injury  occurred  on 
July  1,  1893,  after  the  act  approved  March 
4,  1893,  took  effect,  touching  the  liability  of 
railroads,  commonly  called  the  "employer's 
liability  act."  Acts  1893,  p.  294;  Burns's 
Rev.  Stat.  1894,  Sl  7083-7087  (Horner's 
Rev.  Stat.  1897,  §§  5206-5206t?). 

Appellant's  learned  counsel  contend  that 
it  is  settled  law  that  the  employer  is  not 
liable  to  an  employee  for  injuries  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  a  coemployee  in  the  same 
general  service,  unless  the  employer  was 
guilty  of  some  negligence  in  employing  the 
servant,  with  knowledge  of  his  negligent 
habits  or  incompetency,  or  retained  him 
after  knowledge  of  such  negligence  or  lack 
of  skill.  There  is  no  showing  of  any  such 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  appellant,  aa 
employer,  in  the  complaint.  Appellee  con- 
cedes this  to  be  the  common-law  rule,  and 
that  it  prevailed  in  this  state  prior  to  the 
enactment  above  mentioned.  Indeed,  it  is 
conceded  by  the  appellee  that  his  complaint 
depends  upon  that  act  for  its  sufficiency  in 
its  facts  to  constitute  a  cause  of  action,  and 
is  founded  thereon. 

It  is  first  contended  by  the  appellant 
that  the  act  does  not  change  the  common-law 
rule,  and  it  would  seem  to  follow,  if  that  is 
true,  that  the  complaint  is  clearly  bad. 
The  Ist  section  provides:  "That  every  rail- 
road or  other  corporation,  except  municipal, 
operating  in  this  state  shall  be  liable  in 
damages  for  personal  injury  suffered  by  any 
employee  while  in  its  service,  the  employee 
so  injured  being  in  the  exercise  of  due  care 
:ind  diligence,  in  the  following  cases."  Then 
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follow  four  subdivisions,  specifying  the  < 
in  which  liability  is  to  attach,  the  fourth  of 
which,  and  the  one  on  which  this  action  is 
founded,  reads  thus:  "Where  such  injury 
was  csiused  by  the  negligence  of  any  person 
in  the  service  of  such  corporation,  who  has 
charge  of  any  signal,  telegraph  office,  switch 
yard,  shop,  roundhouse,  locomotive  engine, 
or  train  upon  a  railway,  or  where  such  in- 
jury was  caused  by  the  negligence  of  any 
person,  coemployee,  or  fellow  servant  en 
gaged  in  the  same  common  service  in  any 
of  the  several  departments  of  the  service  of 
any  such  corporation,  the  said  person,  co- 
employee,  or  fellow  sen'ant,  at  the  time  act- 
ing in  the  place,  and  performing  the  duty 
of  the  corporation  in  that  behalf,  and  the 
person  so  injured,  obeying  or  conforming  to 
the  order  of  some  superior  at  the  time  of 
such  injury,  having  authority  to  direct;  but 
nothing  herein  shall  be  construed  to  abridge 
the  liability  of  the  corporation  under  exist- 
ing laws."  Appellant's  learned  counsel 
say:  'The  complaint  lacks  two  allegations 
to  make  it  good  under  this  provision.  ( 1 } 
That  the  engineer  at  the  time  was  acting 
in  the  place  and  performing  the  duty  of  the 
corporation  in  that  behalf;  and  (2)  that  ap- 
pt;llee  was  obeying  or  conforming  to  the 
order  of  some  superior  at  the  time  of  such 
injury,  having  authority  to  direct.  It  was 
uot  alleged  that  the  engineer  was  acting 
in  the  place  or  performing  the  duty  of  the 
master,  or  that  appellee  was  acting  in  obe- 
dience to  a  superior,"  etc. 

This  language,  together  with  other  parts 
of  appellant's  brief,  indicates  that  appel- 
lant's learned  counsel  construe  the  language 
of  the  statute  aJi>ove  quoted  as  conveying 
the  meaning  that  the  right  to  recover 
against  an  employer  for  the  negligence  of  a 
coemployee  or  fellow  servant  rests  upon  t^e 
condition  that  such  negligent  coemployee 
M'as  at  the  time  acting  in  the  place  and  per- 
forming the  duty  that  the  master  or  em- 
ployer owed  to  his  or  its  servants  or  em> 
ployees  generally;  and  yet  they  do  not  say 
so  in  so  many  words.  The  majority  of  the 
court  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  decision  of 
that  question  is  not  necessary  to  the  de- 
cision of  this  case.  They  hold  that  the  only 
part  of  the  4th  subdivision  of  said  section 
which  is  necessary'  to  be  considered  in  de- 
termining the  sufficiency  of  the  complaint 
is  the  following:  "Where  such  injury  was 
caused  by  the  negligence  of  any  person  in 
the  service  of  such  corporation  who  has 
charge  of  any  .  .  .  locomotive  engine 
or  train  upon  a  railway,  .  .  .  and  the 
person  so  injured,  obeying  or  conforming  to 
the  order  of  some  superior  at  the  time  of 
such  injury,  having  authority  to  direct;"^ 
and  that,  hence,  it  was  not  necessary  that 
the  complaint  should  stajbe^  that  the  allc^ie^ 
Digitized  by  LjOOQIC 


1898. 


PlTTSBLRCH,    C.   C.    &    SX.    L.     11.  Co.  V.  MONTGOMERY. 


«70 


negligent  engineer,  at  the  time  lie  com- 
mitted the  alleged  negligent  injury,  a«  pro- 
vided in  such  concluding  clause,  was  acting 
in  the  place  and  performing  the  duty  of  the 
corporation  in  that  behalf;  while  the  writer 
hereof  is  of  the  opinion  that  the  whole  of 
the  4th  subdivision  must  stand  together,  and 
that  the  words  quoted  from  the  concluding 
clause  qualify  the  liability  created  in  the 
first  clause  or  clauses.  But  the  duty  of  the 
corporation  therein  mentioned,  in  the  opin- 
ion of  the  writer,  means,  not  the  duty  it 
owes  to  its  servants,  but  the  duty  it  owes 
to  the  public  in  carrying  on  its  business; 
and  the  words,  "acting  in  the  place  of  such 
corporation,"  with  the  other  words  quoted, 
were  used  to  convey  the  idea  that,  in  order 
that  the  liability  mentioned  should  exist, 
the  negligent  person,  coemployee,  or  fellow 
servant  must  be  acting  as  such  employee, 
in  the  line  of  his  duty,  at  the  time  of  his 
negligence.  The  writer  is  of  opinion  that 
the  complaint  is  good  imder  this  construc- 
tion; and  the  holding  of  the  court  is  that, 
in  order  to  make  the  complaint  good  under 
the  first  part  of  the  subdivision  quoted,  as 
to  the  point  in  question,  it  is  only  required 
that  it  state  that  the  engineer,  while  in  the 
service  of  appellant,  in  charge  of  a  loco- 
motive engine,  negligently  injured  the  appel- 
lee, both  being  at  the  time  acting  in  the 
line  of  duty  as  employees  of  the  appellant. 
That  being  so,  the  averments  of  the  com- 
plaint, showing,  as  they  do,  that  at  Hart- 
ford City,  Indiana,  the  freight  train  upon 
which  appellee  was  brakeman  stopped  to 
switch  out  loaded  cars;  that  the  conductor 
of  said  train,  acting  in  the  service  of  appel- 
lant, the  authority  and  position  of  said  con- 
ductor making  it  appellee's  duty  to  obey  his 
orders  in  respect  to  said  train  and  switch- 
ing, ordered  appellee  to  go  between  said  cars 
to  make  couplings,  and  while  so  engaged  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  said  train,  also  in  ap- 
pellant's service,  and  in  the  line  of  his  duty, 
without  signal,  carelessly,  negligently,  and 
recklessly  reversed  said  engine  and  applied 
full  steam,  whereupon  said  cars  were  driven 
and  jammed  together  with  terrific  force, 
without  notice  to  appellee,  whereby  appel- 
lee's entire  right  hand  was  caught  between 
the  bumpers  and  mashed  off,  without  any 
fault  on  his  part, — ^make  the  complaint  suf- 
ficient, under  the  statute,  as  to  the  objection 
thereto  urged. 

The  next  contention  against  the  sufficiency 
of  the  complaint  is  that  the  act  is  uncon- 
stitutional, that  being  confessedly  the  foun- 
dation of  the  action.  It  is  first  contended 
that  it  violates  §  19  of  article  4  of  the  state 
Constitution,  which  provides  that  "every  act 
•^hall  embrace  but  one  subject  and  matters 
proporly  connected  therewith;  which  subject 
shall  be  expressed  in  the  title."  It  is  con- 
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tended  that  the  subject  is  not  expressed  in 
the  title,  in  that  the  title  is  *'An  Act  Regu- 
lating Liability  of  Railroads  and  Other  Cor- 
porations except  Municipal,"  while  the  pro- 
visions of  the  act  itself  are,  as  claimed  by 
appellant,  to  create  a  liability  which  up  to 
that  time  had  no  existence.  The  precise 
question  here  involved  was  decided  adverse- 
ly to  appellant's  contention,  on  a  statute 
similar  to  our  own,  under  a  Constitution 
an  exact  copy  of  our  own  in  this  respect,  in 
McAunich  v.  Mississippi  d  M.  R,  Co.  20 
Iowa,  338.  We  feel  content  to  follow  that 
case,  without  extending  this  opinion  by  re 
peating  its  reasoning,  and,  accordingly,  hold 
that  the  subject  is  sufficiently  expressed  in 
the  title. 

The  same  rule  has  been,  in  effect,  followed 
by  this  court  in  holding  that  the  title  of  an 
act  need  not  go  into  details.  It  is  sufiicient 
if  it  indicates  with  reasonable  precision  and 
clearness  the  subject  it  embraces.  Nor  is 
an  act  invalid  because  it  includes  details  not 
mentioned  in  the  title,  provided  the  details 
are  germane  to  the  general  subject  designat- 
ed in  the  title.  Bitters  v.  Fulton  County, 
81  Ind.  125;  CrawfordavilU  d  8.  W.  Tump. 
Co.  V.  Fletcher,  104  Ind.  97,  2  N.  E.  243; 
Benson  v.  Christian',  129  Ind.  535,  29  N.  £. 
26;  State  ex  rel  Terre  Haute  v.  Kolsem,  130 
Ind.  434,  14  L.  R.  A.  566,  29  N.  E.  695: 
State  ex  rel,  Duensing  v.  Roby,  142  Ind. 
168,  33  L.  R.  A.  213,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  174, 
41  N.  E.  145;  LeuAS  v.  State,  148  Ind.  346, 
47  N.  E,  675. 

In  the  course  of  some  of  the  briefs  filed 
in  other  cases  involving  the  validity  of  the 
act,  it  is  contended  that  the  act  is  void,  in 
that  it  violates  S  22  of  article  4  of  the  state 
Constitution,  providing  that  "the  general 
assembly  shall  not  pass  local  or  special  laws 
in  any  of  the  following  enumerated  cases, 
that  is  to  say:  .  .  .  Regulating  the 
practice  in  courts  of  justice."  That  the  act 
does  not  violate  the  provision  quoted  is 
settled  by  Woods  v.  McCay,  144  Ind.  316,  33 
L.  R.  A,  97,  43  N.  E.  269,  and  cases  cited; 
Mode  v.  Beasley,  143  Ind.  306,  42  N.  E.  727, 
and  cases  there  cited;  Jackson  County  v. 
State,  147  Ind.  476,  46  N.  E.  908.  Also 
that  it  violates  §  23  of  the  same  article,  re- 
quiring all  laws  to  be  of  general  and  uni- 
form operation  throughout  the  state,  where 
such  a  law  can  be  made  applicable.  But 
that  is  a  question  for  the  legislature,  whose 
determination  is  final  and  conclusive  on  the 
courts.  Mode  v.  Beasley,  143  Ind.  306,  42 
N,  E.  727,  and  cases  there  cited;  Woods  v. 
McCay,  144  Ind.  316,  33  L.  R.  A.  97,  43  N. 
E.  269,  and  cartes  there  cited. 

It  is  next  contended  that  the  act  violates 
§  23  of  article  1  of  the  Constitution,  pro- 
viding that  "the  general  assembly  shall  not 
grant  to  any  citizen,  or  class  b|  citizeiu. 
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privilege  or  imniunities  which  upon  the 
same  terms  shall  not  equally  belong  to  all 
citizens."  Railroad  corporation.s  are  persons 
within  the  meaning  of  this  provision  of  our 
Bill  of  Rights^  and  the  equality  clause  of 
the  14th  Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of 
the  United  States.  Charlotte,  C,  d  A,  R. 
Co,  V.  Oibhes,  142  U.  S,  386,  35  L.  ©d.  1051, 
12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  255;  Santa  Clara  County 
V.  Southern  P.  R,  Co,  118  U.  S.  394,  30  L. 
ed.  118,  6  Sup,  Ct,  Rep.  1132;PcmMna  Con- 
ftol.  Silver  Min,  d  Mill,  Co,  v.  Pennaylva/nia, 
126  U.  S.  187,  2  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  24,  31  L. 
od.  660,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  737.  The  inequali- 
ty complained  of  is  that  corporations,  except 
municipal,  are  made  liable  for  damages 
caused  to  one  of  their  servants  by  the  n^- 
ligence  of  a  coemployee  or  fellow  servant, 
without  any  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
employer,  while  other  employers  are  left 
free  from  such  liability  to  their  employees. 
Appellant  also  contends  that  the  act  vio- 
lates the  equality  clause  of  the  14th  Amend- 
ment of  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  demanding  for  every  person  the  equal 
protection  of  the  laws.  The  same  provision, 
(luoted  from  the  Bill  of  Rights  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  this  state,  is  found  word  for  word 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights  of  the  Constitution 
of  Iowa.  The  supreme  court  of  that  state, 
in  upholding  the  employers*  liability  act  of 
that  state,  held  that  the  provision  mentioned 
in  the  Bill  of  Rights  in  the  Constitution  of 
that  state  was,  in  eflfect,  the  same  as  the 
equality  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment  to 
the  Federal  Constitution,  and  that  the  em- 
ployers' liability  act  did  not  violate  either 
Constitution  in  respect  of  equality  of  laws 
or  equality  of  ri^ts  secured  by  each  of  said 
provisions,  in  Bucklew  v.  Central  Iowa  R. 
Co,  64  Iowa,  611,  21  N.  W.  103.  That  de- 
cision rests  largely  on  two  decisions  made 
upon  the  subject  of  the  constitutionality  of 
the  employers'  liability  act  of  Kansas  and 
that  o!  Iowa  in  the  Supreme  Court  of  the 
United  States.  Mackey  had  recovered  a 
judgment  for  $12,000  damages  against  the 
Missouri  Pacific  Railway  Company  for  in- 
juries caused  by  a  coemployee  of  that  com- 
pany, which,  on  appeal,  was  affirmed  by  the 
supreme  court  of  Kansas.  From  that  judg- 
ment the  company  appealed  to  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  on  the  ground 
that  the  Kansas  statute  violated  the  14th 
Amendment  to  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States.  But  that  court  affirmed  the 
judgment,  holding  that  the  act  in  no  way 
infringed  that  amendment.  Missouri  P.  R. 
Co.  V.  Mackey,  127  U.  S.  205,  32  L.  ed.  107, 
8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1161.  Mr.  Justice  Fiehi, 
Mpoaking  for  the  court,  there  said:  "The 
company  calls  the  attention  of  the  court  to 
the  rule  of  law  exempting  from  liability  an 
employer  for  injuries  to  employees  cauj*ed 
♦J9  h.  R.  A 


by  the  n^ligence  or  incompetency  of  a  fel- 
low servant,  which  prevailed  in  Kansas  and 
in  several  other  states  previous  to  the  act 
of  1874,  unless  he  had  employed  such  n^li- 
gent  or  incompetent   servant  without    rea- 
sonable inquiry  as  to  his  qualifications,  or 
had   retained  him   after  knowledge   of    his 
negligence  or  incompetency.    The  rule  of  law 
is  conceded  where  the  person  injured    and 
the  one  by  whose  negligence  or  incompeten- 
cy the  injury  is  caused  are  fellow  servants 
in  the  same  common  employment,  and  act- 
ing  under   the   same   immediate   direction. 
.     .     .     Assuming  that  this  rule  would  ap- 
ply to  the  case  presented  but  for  the  law 
of  Kansas  of  1874,  the  contention  of   the 
company    ...    is  that  the  law  imposes 
upon  railroad  companies  a  liability  not  pre- 
viously existing,  in  the  enforcement  of  which 
their  property  may  be  taken,  and  thus  au- 
thorizes, in  such  cases,  the  taking  of  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law,  in  violation 
of  the  14th  Amendment.     .     .     .     The  sup- 
posed hardship  and  injustice  consist  in  im- 
puting liability  to  the  company  where   no 
personal  wrong  or  negligence  is  chargeabh* 
to  it  or  tb  its  directors.     But  the  same  hard- 
ship and  injustice,  if  there  be  any,   exi^t 
when  the  company,  without  any  wrong  or 
negligence  on  its  part,   is   charged   for   in- 
juries  to   passengers.     .     .     .    The   utmost 
care  on  its  part  will  not  relieve   it  from 
liability,  if  the  passenger  injured  be  him- 
self free  from  contributory  n^ligence.     The 
law  of  1874  extends  this  doctrine,  and  fixes 
a   like   liability   upon   railroad    companies*, 
where  injuries  are  subsequently  suffered  by 
employees,  though  it  may  be  by  the  n^H- 
gence  or  incompetency  of  a  fellow  servant 
in  the  same  general  employment  and  acting 
under  the  same  immediate  direction.    That 
its  passage  was  within  the  competency  of 
the  legislature  we  have  no  doubt.    The  ob- 
jection that  the  law  of  1874  deprives  the 
railroad  companies  of  the  equal  protection 
of  the  laws  is  even  less  tenable  than  the  one 
considered.     It  seems  to  rest  upon  the  theory 
that  legislation  which  is  special  in  its  char- 
acter is  necessarily  within  the  constitution- 
al inhibition;    but  nothing  can  be  further 
from  the  fact.     The  greater  part  of  all  legis- 
lation is  special,  either  in  the  objects  sought 
to  be  attained  by  it  or  in  the  extent  of  its 
application.     Laws  for  the  improvement  of 
municipalities,  the  opening  and  widening  of 
particular  streets,  the  introduction  of  water 
and   gas,   and   other  arrang^ements    for   the 
safety  and  convenience  of  their  inhabitants, 
and  laws  for  the  irrigation  and  drainage  of 
particular    lands,    for    the    construction    of 
levec\^,  and  the  bridging  of  navigable  riveri*, 
are  instances  of  this  kind.     ...     A  law 
giving  to  mechanics  a  lien  on  buildings  coq- 
striicted  or  repaired  by  them,  for  the  amount 
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of  their  work,  and  a  law  requiring  railroad 
corporations  to  erect  and  maintain  fences 
ulong  their  roads,  separating  them  from 
hind  of  adjoining  proprietors  so  as  to  keep 
cattle  off  their  tracks,  are  instances  of  this 
kind.  Such  legislation  is  not  obnoxious  to 
the  last  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment,  if 
all  persons  subject  to  it  are  treated  alike 
under  similar  circumstances  and  conditions 
in  respect  both  of  the  privileges  conferred 
and  liabilities  imposed.  .  .  .  But  the 
hazardous  character  of  the  business  of  oper- 
ating a  railway  would  seem  to  call  for  spe- 
cial legislation  wiih  respect  to  railroad  cor- 
porations, having  for  its  object  the  pro- 
tection of  their  employees,  as  well  as  the 
safety  of  the  public.*'  A  like  decision  was 
made  by  the  same  court,  upholding  the  em- 
ployers' liability  law  of  Iowa,  which  has 
been  in  force  in  that  state  ever  since  1862. 
Minneapolis  d  8t.  L.  R.  Co,  v.  Eerricky  127 
U.  S.  210,  32  L.  ed.  109,  8  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
1176.  The  Iowa  statute  is  expressed  in 
fewer  words  and  better  language  than  our 
own.  It  reads  thus:  "Every  corporation 
operating  a  railway  shall  be  liable  for  all 
damages  sustained  by  any  person,  includ- 
ing employees  of  such  corporation,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  neglect  of  agents,  or  by  any 
mismanagement  of  the  engineers  or  other 
employees  of  the  corporation,  and  in  conse- 
quence of  the  wilful  wrongs,  whether  of 
commission  or  omission,  of  such  agents, 
engineers,  or  other  employees,  wlien  such 
wrongs  are  in  any  manner  connected  with 
the  use  and  operation  of  any  railway  on  or 
about  which  they  shall  be  employed;  and 
no  contract  which  restricts  such  liability 
shall  be  legal  or  binding."  Code  Iowa, 
1873,  I  1307.  Her  rick  was  injured  in  Iowa 
by  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant  in  the 
employ  of  said  railroad  company.  He  sued 
and  recovered  against  the  company  on  the 
Iowa  statute  in  the  state  court  of  Minne- 
sota, which  judgment  was  affirmed  in  the 
supreme  court  of  that  state,  upholding  the 
constitutionality  of  the  Iowa  statute.  Her- 
rick  v.  Minneapolift  d  Hi.  L.  R.  Co.  31  Minn. 
11,47  Am.Rep.  771,  16  N.  W.  413,  32  Minn. 
435,  21  N.  W.  471.  On  appeal  to  the  Su- 
preme Court  of  the  United  States,  the  con- 
stitutionality of  the  Iowa  statute  was  up- 
held on  the  authority  of  MiKsouri  J*.  R.  Co. 
V.  Markcii,  127  U.  S.  205,  32  L.  ed.  107,  8 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1161,  as  above  stated.  Some 
ten  or  twelve  states  of  the  Union  have  such 
acts  on  their  statute  books,  and  none  of 
them  have  ever  been  held  unconstitutional, 
M'hile  the  following  decisions  of  state  su- 
preme courts  have  held  such  legislation  to 
be  constitutional  and  valid:  McAunich 
V.  Mississippi  d  M.  R.  Co.  20  Iowa,  338; 
Huvklew  V.  Central  Iowa  R.  Co.  64  Iowa, 
603,  21  N.  W.  103;  Rose  v.  Des  Moines 
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Valley  R.  Co.  39  Iowa,  246;  Kansas 
P.  R.  Co.  V.  Peavey,  29  Kan.  169,  44  Am. 
Rep.  630;  Missouri  P.  R.  Go.  v.  Mackey,  33 
Kan.  298,  6  Pac.  291;  Atty.  Gen.  v.  Chicago 
d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  35  Wis.  426;  Ditbemer  v. 
Chicago,  M.  d  8t.  P.  R.  Co.  47  Wis.  138,  2 
N.  W.  69.  The  questions  decided  by  this 
court  in  Toumsend  v.  State,  147  Ind.  624, 
37  L.  R.  A,  294,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  477,  47 
N.  E.  19,  are  analogous  to  and  on  the  same 
lines  as  the  cases  just  cited. 

Appellant's  learned  counsel  have  urged 
upon  our  attention  Gulf,  C.  d  8.  F.  R.  Co. 
V.  Ellis,  166  U.  S.  150,  41  L.  ed.  666,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rop.  255,  as  probably  declaring  a  differ- 
ent rule.  The  reference  to  that  case  is  for 
tunate,  because,  while  it  does  not  in  the 
least  depart  from  the  rule  laid  down  in  the 
two  cases  above  cited,  it  lays  down  some 
principles  governing  the  subject,  doubtless 
in  mind  in  both  of  the  other  judgments  of  tli»> 
Federal  Supreme  Court,  but  not  deemed  nee 
essary  in  those  cases  to  be  fully  stated.  In 
the  course  of  the  opinion,  Mr.  Justice  Brew- 
er, speaking  for  the  court,  said:  "That 
such  corporations  may  be  classified  for  some 
purposes  is  unquestioned.  The  business  in 
which  they  are  engaged  is  of  a  peculiarly 
dangerous  nature,  and  the  legislature,  in  the 
exercise  of  its  police  powers,  may  justly  re- 
quire many  things  to  be  done  by  them  in 
order  to  secure  life  and  property.  Fencing 
of  railroad  tracks,  use  of  safety  couplers, 
and  a  multitude  of  other  things  easily  sug- 
gest themselves.  And  any  classification  for 
the  imposition  of  such  speci&l  duties — du- 
ties arising  out  of  the  peculiar  business  in 
which  they  are  engaged — is  a  just  classi- 
fication, and  not  one  within  the  prohibition 
of  the  14th  Amendment.  Thus  it  is  fre- 
(juently  required  that  they  fence  their 
tracks,  and,  as  a  penalty  for  a  failure  to 
fence,  double  damages  in  case  of  loss  are 
inflicted.  Missouri  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Humes,  115 
U.  S.  512,  29  L.  ed.  463,  6  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
110.  But  this  and  all  kindred  cases  proceed 
upon  the  theory  of  a  special  duty  resting 
upon  railroad  corporations  by  reason  of  the 
business  in  which  they  are  engaged, — a  duty 
not  resting  upon  others;  a  duty  which  can 
be  enforced  by  the  legislature  in  any  proper 
manner;  and,  whether  it  enforces  it  by  pen- 
alties in  the  way  of  fines  coming  to  the 
state,  or  by  double  damages  to  a  party  in- 
jured, IS  immaterial.  It  is  all  done  in  the 
exercise  of  the  police  power  of  the  state, 
and  with  a  view  to  enforce  just  and  reason- 
able police  regulations.  .  .  .  But  arbi- 
trary selection  can  never  be  justified  by  call- 
ing it  classification.  The  equal  protection 
demanded  by  the  14th  Amendment  forbids 
this.  .  .  .  It  is  apparent  that  the  mere 
fact  of  classification  is  not  sufficient  to  re- 
lieve a  statute  from  the  reach  of  the  equal- 
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ity  clause  of  the  14th  Amendment,  and  that 
in  all  cases  it  must  appear  not  only  that  a 
chisaification  has  been  made,  but  also  that 
it  is  one  based  upon  some  reasonable  ground, 
— some  difference  which  bears  a  just  and 
proper  relation  to  the  attempted  classifica- 
tion,— ^and  is  not  a  mere  arbitrary  selec- 
tion." 

Objection  is  made  to  the  validity  of  the 
act  because  it  embraces  all  corporations  ex- 
cept municipal,  and  that  there  are  other  cor- 
porations whose  business  may  be  such  as  not 
to  afford  any  reasonable  ground  for  their 
classification,  in  that  their  business  may  not 
be  peculiarly  dangerous  to  life  and  limb, 
like  that  of  railroads.  To  this  it  may  be 
answered,  if  the  act  is  valid  as  to  railroad 
companies,  the  appellant,  a  railroad  corpo- 
ration, cannot  be  permitted  to  litigate  the 
onstitulionality  of  the  act  as  to  other  cor- 
porations. Henderson  v.  State,  137  Ind. 
562,  24  L.  R.  A.  469,  36  N.  E.  257 ;  Switzer- 
land County  V.  Reeves,  148  Ind.  467,  46  N. 
E.  995;  CurHer  v.  Elliott,  141  Ind.  394,  39 
N.  K.  554.  it  will  be  time  enough  to  decide 
its  validity  as  to  other  corporations  when 
any  of  them  come  before  this  court  with  a 
case  presenting  the  question. 

It  is  also  urged,  as  an  objection  to  the 
validity  of  the  act,  that  it  exempts  munic- 
ipal corporations  from  its  operation.  But 
no  reason  has  been  suggested  why  munic- 
ipal corporations  should  be  classed  as  rail- 
road corporations.  We  have  many  statutes 
applying  to  railroad  corporations  that  do 
not  apply  to  municipal  corporations.  There 
is  no  necessary  similarity  between  them. 
Nor  is  the  business  of  municipal  corpora- 
tions so  peculiarly  hazardous  to  their  em- 
ployees as  to  call  for  such  special  legisla- 
tion as  is  called  for  in  case  of  railroad  cor- 
porations to  protect  their  employees.  We 
therefore  conclude  that  the  act  does  not  vio- 
late the  Constitution,  either  Federal  or 
state. 

It  is  next  contended  that  the  circuit  court 
erred  in  sustaining  the  plaintiff's  demurrer 
to  the  second  paragraph  of  the  defendant's 
answer.  It  sets  up  that  on  the  8th  day  of 
March,  1893,  and  prior  to  the  plaintiff's 
injury,  he  became  a  member  of  the  voluntary 
relief  department  of  the  Pennsylvania  lines 
west  of  Pittsburgh,  and  was  such  member 
at  the  time  he  was  injured,  and  so  contin- 
ued long  after  his  said  injury;  that  the 
management  of  said  department  is  under 
the  cliarge  of  said  lines  west  of  Pittsburgh; 
that  said  fund  is  made  up  of  stated  contri- 
butions from  said  lines  and  the  employees 
thereon,  and  said  lines  guarantee  the  fulfil- 
ment of  all  the  obligations  of  said  depart- 
ment, and  make  up  and  pay  all  deficiencies 
in  the  amounts  necessary  to  pay  all  benefits 
Id  its  members.  In  becoming  a  meniber  of 
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said  relief  department,  he  agreed  to  be 
bound  by  its  rules  and  regulations^  amon*: 
which  was  that  each  member,  on  comply- 
ing with  its  rules,  was  entitled  to  receive 
stipulated  benefits  on  account  of  disability 
incurred  by  injury  received  to  such  member 
in  the  service  of  the  company.  This  agfree- 
ment  is  all  set  forth  in  the  appellee's  writ 
ten  application  for  membership,  and  signed 
by  him;  and,  among  the  stipulations  con- 
tained therein,  is  the  following,  namely  : 
"And  I  agree  that  the  acceptance  of  bene- 
fits from  the  said  relief  fund  for  injury  or 
death  shall  operate  as  a  release  of  all  claims 
for  damages  against  said  company  arising 
from  injury  or  death  which  could  be  made 
by  or  through  me,  and  that  I,  or  my  legal 
representatives,  will  execute  such  further 
instrument  as  may  be  necessary  formally 
to  evidence  such  acquittance."  And  it  is 
further  averred  that,  after  receiving  the  in 
jury  complained  of,  while  disabled  therem. 
he  accepted  benefits  from  said  relief  depart- 
ment to  the  amount  of  $385.  But  it  is  con- 
tended by  the  appellee  that  by  the  5th  sec 
tion  of  the  act  we  have  been  considering  the 
contract  set  up  in  this  answer  as  a  bar  is 
made  void.  The  contract  set  up  is  shown 
therein  to  have  been  entered  into  after  the 
act  took  effect  and  became  a  law.  The  sec 
tion  reads  thus:  "All  contracts  made  by 
railroads  or  other  corporations  with  their 
employes,  or  rules  or  regulations  adopted 
by  any  corporation  releasing  or  relieving  ii 
from  liability  to  any  employee  having  a 
right  of  action  under  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  are  hereby  declared  null  and  vaid." 
Burns's  Rev.  Stat  1894,  §  7087.  The  bal- 
ance of  ^e  section  makes  the  whole  act  ap- 
ply to  future  injuries,  and  not  to  past. 
The  validity  of  this  section  is  assailed  on 
the  grounds  that  it  violates  the  Bill  of 
Rights  and  the  14th  Amendment  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution.  What  we  have  said  a» 
to  the  validity  of  the  other  parts  of  the 
act,  imder  these  constitutional  provisions, 
is  applicable  to  this  section,  and  hence  it 
must  be  held  not  to  infringe  them. 

And  it  is  further  insisted  by  appellant 
that  said  section  violates  §  19  of  article  4 
of  the  state  Constitution,  in  that  the  sub- 
ject of  the  5th  section  is  not  expressed  in 
the  title,  nor  properly  connected  with  the 
subject  expressed  in  the  title.  The  prohi 
bition  of  contracts  releasing  corporation*^ 
from  their  liability,  as  prescribed  in  the  act. 
is  germane  to  and  properly  connected  with 
that  main  subject  of  the  act,  and  hence  the 
matter  of  the  6th  section  thereof  need  not 
be  expressed  in  the  title.  State  ex  rtl 
Duensing  v.  Rohy,  142  Ind.  168,  33  L.  R.  A 
213,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  174,  41  N.  E.  145,  an.l 
cases  there  cited;  Warren  v.  Britton.  S4 
Ind.  14;  Biilcrs  v.  Fulton  County,  81  Ind. 
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125;  Benson  v.  Christian,  129  Ind.  535,  29 
N,  E.  26;  Farrell  v.  State,  45  Ind.  371; 
Thoma^son  v.  State,  15  Ind.  449;  Reams  v. 
.Sftafc,  23  Ind.  Ill;  Bank  of  State  v.  New 
Albany,  11  Ind.  139;  State  ex  rel:  Stinglcy 
V.  Sullivan,  74  Ind.  121;  Indianapolis  v. 
Huegele,  115  Ind.  581,  18  N.  E.  172;  Hunter 
V.  Bumsville  Tump.  Co.  66  Ind.  213;  WaZ- 
fcer  V.  Dunham,  17  Ind.  483;  McCaslin  v. 
fiffate,  44  Ind.  151;  State  ex  rel.  Terte 
Haute  V.  Kolsem,  130  Ind.  434,  14  L.  R.  A. 
566,  29  N.  E.  595;  Shoemaker  v.  Smith,  37 
Ind.  122 ;  Crawfordsville  d  S.  W.  Tump,  Co. 
y.  Fletcher,  104  Ind.  97,  2  N.  E.  243;  Bar- 
nett  V.  Harshbarger,  105  Ind.  410,  5  N.  E. 
718:  Hunt  v.  Lafcc  Shore  d  M,  8.  R.  Co. 
112  Ind.  69,  13  N.  E.  263.  We  therefore 
hold  that  the  5th  section  is  not  invalid,  be- 
cause it  is  a  matter  properly  connected  with 
the  subject  of  the  act. 

Assuming  that  it  is  valid,  and  makes  con- 
tracts releasing  or  relieving  corporations 
from  liability  under  the  act  absolutely  void, 
appellant's  learned  counsel  contend  that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  agreement  set  forth 
in  the  second  paragraph  of  the  answer  re- 
lieving OP  releasing  the  company  from  liabil- 
ity for  negligence,  or  from  any  liability 
whatever.  They  say  appellee  "elected  to  ac- 
cept benefits  from  the  relief  fund,  and,  hav- 
ing done  so,  he  cannot  maintain  this  action 
for  damages.  That  is  the  essence  of  his 
agreement."  Appellant's  counsel  further 
say  in  one  of  their  briefs  that  "the  payment 
and  acceptance  of  benefits  under  the  terms 
of  the  contract  in  this  relief  fund  is  simply 
a  compromise  and  settlement  of  the  claim 
of  the  injured  employee  against  the  com- 
pany." Let  us  suppose  that  the  above 
statement  is  true;  it  is  certainly  the  strong- 
est and  best  statement  that  can  be  made 
of  appellant's  position.  What  is  it  that 
makes  the  acceptance  of  benefits  from  the 
relief  fund  a  compromise  and  settlement  of 
appellee's  claim?  Only  one  answer  can  be 
made  to  this  question,  and  that  is  that  the 
antecedent  contract  alone  makes  it  such. 
There  is  no  allegation  in  the  answer  that  in 
accepting  the  benefits  appellee  made  any 
agreement  or  compromise  whatever,  and 
there  is  no  claim  that  he  did.  He  simply 
accepted  that  which  he  had  a  legal  and 
morstl  right  to  demand.  His  own  con- 
tributions helped  to  create  the  fund,  and  hLs 
injury  brought  him  within  the  rules  and 
regulations  entitling  him  to  the  benefits. 
So,  even  if  it  was  a  compromise  and  settle- 
ment, it  was  such  wholly  and  solely  by  vir- 
tue of  the  antecedent  contract, — a  contract 
executed  before  the  injury  occurred;  and, 
that  being  so,  it  amounts  to  nothing  more 
than  an  attempt  to  secure  a  release  of  fu- 
ture liability  under  the  act,  call  it  by  what- 
soever name  we  may.  But  such  acceptance 
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is  not,  in  ixny  proper  or  legal  sense,  a  con> 
promise  and  settlement  of  liability  under 
the  act.  The  language  of  the  contract  is: 
"And  I  agree  that  the  acceptance  of  benefits 
from  said  relief  fund  shall  operate  as  a  re- 
lease of  all  claims  for  damages  against  said 
company,  arising  from  such  injury  or 
death,"  etc.  So,  by  the  express  terms  of  the 
contract,  it  is  a  release,  and  not  a  compro- 
mise and  settlement.  The  acceptance  of  ben- 
efits shall  operate  as  a  release.  But  what 
makes  it  so?  If  the  antecedent  contract 
was  abrogated,  the  acceptance  of  benefits 
would  have  no  effect  whatever  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  appellant's  liability  under  the  act; 
because  he  had  a  legal  and  moral  right,  as 
before  remarked,  to  demand  and  receive 
such  benefits.  So,  if  the  release  takes  place, 
it  is  not  by  virtue  of  the  acceptance,  but 
it  is  by  the  force,  vigor,  and  effect  of  the 
antecedent  contract.  It  breathes  that  ef- 
fect into  the  acceptance. 

But  it  is  contended  that  the  contract  does 
not,  of  itself,  operate  as  a  release  of  liability 
under  the  act.  The  only  difference  between 
it  and  a  contract  of  absolute  release  is  that 
the  one  would  be  unconditional  while  the 
other  is  conditional.  The  conclusion  seems 
unavoidable  that  the  contract  here  is  a  con- 
ditional release  of  appellant  from  liabil- 
ity under  the  act.  The  condition  upon 
wliich  it  is  to  become  absolute  is  the  accept- 
ance of  benefits  from  the  relief  fund.  Sec- 
tion 5  of  the  act  makes  **'all  contracts 
.  .  .  by  any  corporation  releasing  or  re- 
lieving it  from  liability"  under  the  act  "null 
and  void." 

Appellant's  learned  counsel  contend  that 
an  exact  copy  of  this  contract  was  held 
valid  in  the  following  cases:  Johnson  v. 
Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  163  Pa.  127,  29 
Atl.  854;  Ringle  v.  Pennsylvania  R.  Co.  164 
Pa.  529,  44  Am.  St.  Rep.  628,  30  Atl.  492 ; 
Lease  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  10  Ind.  App.  47, 
37  N.  E.  423;  Donald  v.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q. 
R.  Co.  93  Iowa,  284,  33  L.  R.  A.  492,  61 
N.  W.  971.  The  first  three  cases  just  cited 
were  decided  in  states  not  having  employers' 
liability  acts  forbidding  contracts  of  this 
kind  in  force  at  the  time  the  injury  sued 
for  occurred.  And  they  proceeded  upon 
the  sole  ground  that  the  contract  did  not 
violate  public  policy,  and  therefore  they  were 
upheld.  But  the  Iowa  case  was  decided  in 
a  st^te  having  in  force  at  the  time  such  an 
act.  But  in  that  case  the  injury  resulted 
in  death,  and  the  administrator  of  the  de- 
ceased had  recovered  a  judgment  against 
the  company  for  the  benefit  of  the  mother 
of  the  deceased  on  account  of  his  death,  on 
a  similar  statute  to  our  own.  The  deceased 
was  a  member  of  the  relief  association  ven 
similar  to  the  one  here  involved.  The  case 
decided  in  93  Iowa,  284,  33  L.  R.  A.  4P5>. 
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and  61  N.  W.  971,  was  a  suit  by  the  mother 
ngainst  the  relief  association  for  the  $500 
death  benefits  provided  by  the  rules  of  the 
association.  The  case  was  decided  against 
her  because  of  the  following  stipulation  in 
the  contract  signed  by  the  deceased  when 
he  became  a  member  of  the  relief  associa- 
tion, namely:  "Should  a  member  or  his 
legal  representatives  bring  suit  against 
the  company  ...  for  damages  on  ac- 
count of  injury  or  death  of  such  member, 
payment  of  benefits  from  the  relief  fund  on 
account  of  the  same  shall  not  be  made  un- 
til such  suit  is  discontinued;  and  if  suit 
shall  proceed  to  judgment,  or  shall  be 
compromised;  all  claims  upon  the  relief  fund 
for  benefits  on  account  of  such  injury  or 
death  shall  be  thereby  precluded."  That 
<-ontract  does  not  seek  to  avoid  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  company  under  the  Iowa  act, 
and  hence  was  a  perfectly  legal  contract. 
As  before  observed,  the  other  cases  in- 
volved the  question  whether  Buch.  a  contract 
as  that  now  before  us  was  invalid  because 
of  its  violation  of  public  policy.  Without 
either  approving  or  disapproving  of  the  rule 
laid  down  by  the  Pennsylvania  supreme 
court  and  our  own  appellate  court,  yet  the 
United  States  circuit  court  for  the  district 
of  Colorado  decided  the  question  the  other 
way  in  a  strong  and  able  opinion  in  Miller 
V.  Chicago,  B.  d  Q.  R.  Oo.  66  Fed.  306;  and 
we  think  there  is  a  marked  distinction  in 
the  rule  where  a  contract  is  charged  with 
violating  public  policy  and  where  it  contra- 
venes a  positive  statutory  prohibition,  and 
especially  where  the  statute  provider 
that  the  inhibited  contract  shall  be  null  and 
void.  In  Barrett  v.  Garden,  66  Vt.  431, 
36  Am.  St.  Rep.  876,  26  Atl.  530,  the  su- 
preme court  of  Vermont  said:  "The  de- 
fendant insists  that  the  alleged  undertak- 
ing of  the  plaintiff  is  contrary  to  public 
policy,  and  that  for  this  reason  the  bond 
should  be  declared  void.  Courts  will  not 
declare  contracts  void  on  grounds  of  public 
policy  except  in  cases  free  from  doubt,  and 
prejudice  to  the  public  interest  must  clearly 
jippear  before  a  court  is  justified  in  pro- 
nouncing an  instrument  void  on  this  ac- 
count. In  Richmond  v.  Dubuque  d  8.  C.  R. 
Co,  26  Iowa,  191,  it  is  said  *that  the  power 
of  courts  to  declare  a  contract  void  for 
being  in  contravention  of  sound  public  pol- 
icy is  a  very  delicate  and  undefined  power, 
and,  like  the  power  to  declare  a  statute  un- 
constitutional, should  be  exercised  only  in 
cases  free  from  doubt.'  ...  In  Rich- 
ardson v.  Mellishy  2  Bing.  229,  Sir  James 
Jiurrough  said:  'I  protest,  as  my  lord  has 
done,  against  urging  too  strongly  ui>on  pub- 
lic policy.  It  is  a  very  unruly  horse,  and, 
when  once  you  get  astride  it.  you  never 
know  where  it  will  carry  you.  It  may  lead 
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you  from  the  sound  law.     It  is  nerer  urge^i 
at    all    but    when    other    points     fail.*    In 
Walsh  V.  Fussell,  6  Bing.  169,  Lord  Chief 
Justice   Tindal,   in   pronouncing    judgment, 
said:     *It  is  not  contended  that    the  cove- 
nant was  illegal  on  the  ground  of  the  breach 
of  any  direct  rule  of  law,  or  the  direct  vio- 
lation of  any  statute,  and  we  think,  to  bold 
it  to  be  void  on  the  ground  of  its  impolicy  or 
inconvenience,  we  ought  to  be  clearly  sati< 
fled  .that  the  performance  of  it   would  be 
necessarily  attended  with  injury   or  inoon 
venience  to  the  public.*"    As  was   said  ic 
Brooks  v.  Cooper,  50  N.  J.  Eq.  761,  21  L.  K 
A.  617,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  793,  26  Atl.  97* 
"Where  there   is  no  statutory   prohibition. 
the  law  will  not  readily  pronounce  an  agrer 
ment  invalid  on  the  ground  of  policy  or  con 
venience,  but  is,  on  the  contrary,   inclin«^i 
to  leave  men  free  to  regulate  their  affair* 
as  they  think  proper.     .    .    .    Now,  the  in 
tention  of  the  contract  was  to  oontrareu;- 
the  statute,  and  this  intention  is  revealeil 
in  the  contract.    This  renders  the  contract 
vicious    and    unenforceable."     An    eminent 
author  says:     "By  public  policj'  is  intended 
that  principle  of  the  law  which  holds  that 
no  citizen  can  lawfully  do  that  which  ha> 
a  tendency  to  injure  the  public,  or  which  i^ 
against  the  public  good.     Courts   will  not 
declare  contracts  void  on  grounds  of  public 
policy,  except  where' the  case  is  free  from 
doubt,  and  where  an  injury  to  the  public 
interest  clearly  appears.     A  doubtful  nut 
ter  of  public  policy  is  not  suflicient  to  in 
validate    a    contract."    2    Beach,     Modem 
Law  of  Contracts,  S   1498,  and  authorities 
there   cited.     It  might  be   difficult   to  !^} 
that  such  a  contract  has  a  tendency  to  in 
jure,  or  is  against  the  public  good,  beyond 
all  doubt.     On  the  other  hand,  the  same  an 
thor  says   (§  1447)   that  "contracts  requir 
ing  the   performance  of  acts  forbidden  by 
statute,  or  tending  to  promote   such  act^ 
are  void,  even  though  the  statute  does  n<it 
declare    them    void."     See    the    authorities 
there  cited.     The  same  author,  in   fi    144:!. 
says:     "Whatever   tends  to   interfere  wit*i 
the  beneficial  operation  of  the  statute  is  un 
lawful,  as  against  the  policy  of  the  Ian. 
Whatever  tends  to  obstruct  duty,  by  defeat 
ing  the  letter  or  spirit  of  the  law,  is  aL<o 
unlawful,  and  the  courts  will   not  enforce 
any  agreement  or  contract  for  the  benefit  of 
one  through  whose  direction  or  a8sistan<^ 
the  law  is  violated.     .     .     .    The  law  at- 
tempts to  close  the  doors  to  temptations  by 
refusing    such    parties    recognition    in   the 
courts."     See  authorities  there  cited.     It  i* 
laid  down  in  3  Am.  &  Kng.  Enc.  Law,  p. 
872,  that  "where  n  transaction  is  forbidden 
by  a  statute  it  is  void;  the  grounds  of  the 
proposition  are  immaterial."     As  we   have 
before  said,  the  contract  in  question  is  a  re- 
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leaae  of  appellant's  liability  under  the  act 
upon  a  certain  condition.  That  it  is  a  con- 
ditional release  of  such  liability,  dependent 
upon  the  happening  of  the  condition,  name- 
ly, the  acceptance  of  said  benefits  by  appel- 
lee, there  can  be  no  doubt.  If  that  condi- 
tion happens,  as  it  did,  appellant's  liability 
under  the  act  is  released  by  virtue  of  the 
antecedent  contract,  if  it  is  enforced.  If  it 
is  enforced,  it  must  be  so  done  in  violation 
of  the  statute  which  makes  all  such  con- 
tracts null  and  void.  That  certainly  more 
than  tends  to  obstruct  both  the  letter  and 
8pirit  of  the  statute.  Our  cases  are  to  like 
effect  in  holding  that  a  contract  in  violation 
of  a  statute  is  void.  State  Bank  v.  Coquil- 
lard,  6  Ind.  232 ;  Cassaday  v.  American  Ins. 
Co.  72  Ind.  95.  And  the  same  is  true  if 
any  part  of  the  contract  is  in  violation  of 
the  law  and  the  consideration  unseverable. 
Daniels  v.  Barney,  22  Ind.  207;  Case  v. 
Johnson,  91  Ind.  477;  Benton  v.  Hamilton, 
110  Ind.  294,  11  N.  E.  238;  Woodford  v. 
Hamilton,  139  Ind.  481,  39  N.  E.  47;  Ban- 
fiage  v.  Studahaker  Bros.  Mfg.  Co.  142  Ind. 
148,  34  L.  R.  A.  363,  51  Am.  St.  Rep.  165, 
41  N.  E.  380;  Sullivan  y.  State,  121  Ind. 
342,  23  N.  E.  150. 

But  the  contract  is  only  conditionally  in 
conflict  with  the  statute ;  that  is,  if  the  con- 
dition never  happens,  it  does  not  and  never 
can  conflict  with  the  statute.  But  it  is 
equally  true  if  the  condition  does  happen  it 
will  directly  conflict  with  the  statute.  One 
of  the  most  learned  of  law  writers  upon 
this  topic  says:  "A  condition  is  a  limita- 
tion making  a  contract  arbitrarily  depend- 
ent on  an  event  at  the  time  uncertain."  1 
Wharton,  Contr.  S  545.  And  in  §  548  the 
same  learned  author  says:  *'The  promisor 
is  not  to  be  bound  only  in  the  future.  He 
is  bound  from  the  time  he  makes  the  prom- 
ise, and  the  title  he  passes  vests  subject  to 
the  condition.  Any  intermediate  disposi- 
tion of  the  title,  made  by  the  promisor  be- 
fore the  happening  of  the  condition,  is  sub- 
ject to  the  condition.  .  .  .  The  promis- 
or, also,  who  agrees  to  convey  an  estate  on 
a  future  contingency,  is  liable  in  damages 
if  he  makes  his  compliance  with  his  promise 
impossible,  or  subjects  the  property  to 
waste."  And  in  §  651  he  further  says: 
'*The  s^ame  may  be  said  of  all  contracts  to 
be  performed  on  the  happening  of  a  certain 
event.  The  contract  binds  from  the  time  it 
is  made,  and  ceases  to  bind  on  the  nonoccur- 
rence of  a  certain  event,  which  is  there- 
fore, in  this  sense,  a  condition  subsequent." 
To  the  same  effect  is  Clark,  Contr.  Horn- 
book Series,  p.  663,  §  277. 

If  we  were  even  mistaken  in  construing 
this  contract  as  a  conditional  one,  so  as  to 
bring  it  within  the  principles  above  laid 
down  and  within  the  condemnation  of  the 
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statute  in  question,  it  unquestionably  falls 
within  the  principle  laid  down  by  Wharton, 
thus:  "The  prohibiticm  of  a  statute  cannot 
be  evaded  by  putting  a  contract  in  a  shape 
which,  while  nominally  not  inconsistent 
with  the  statute,  virtually  contravenes  its 
provisions.  This  has  been  frequently  held 
with  r<^ard  to  stipulations  evading  usury 
statutes  and  with  regard  to  assignments 
evading  bankrupt  laws.  If  a  contract  con- 
flicts with  the  general  policy  and  spirit  of  a 
statute  governing  it,  it  will  not  be  enforced, 
although  there  may  be  no  literal  conflict." 
1  Wharton,  Contr.  S  362.  In  State  ew  rel. 
Matthews  v.  Forsythe,  147  Ind.  466,  33  L. 
R.  A.  221,  44  N.  E.  593,  it^  was  said:  "in 
chapter  4,  9  1^  of  Maxwell  on  the  Interpreta- 
tion of  Statutes,  under  the  title  of  'Con- 
struction to  Prevent  Evasion,'  it  is  accord- 
ingly said,  at  pages  133  and  134:  *It  is  the 
duty  of  the  judge  to  make  such  construction 
as  shall  suppress  all  invasions  for  the  con- 
tinuance of  the  mischief .  To  carry  out  effec- 
tually the  object  of  a  statute,  it  must  be  so 
construed  as  to  defeat  all  attempts  to  do  or 
avoid,  in  an  indirect  or  circuitous  manner, 
that  whioh  it  has  prohibited  or  enjoined. 
In  fraudem  legis  facit,  qui  salhis  verbiK 
legis,  sententiam  ejus  circumvenit;  and  a 
statute  is  understood  as  extending  to  all 
such  circumventions,  and  rendering  them 
unavailing.  Quando  aliquid  prohibetur, 
prohihetur  et  omne  per  quod  devenitur  ad 
illud.  When  the  acts  of  the  parties  arc 
adopted  for  the  purpose  of  effecting  a  thing 
which  is  prohibited,  and  the  thing  prohibit- 
ed is  in  consequence  effected,  the  parties  have 
done  that  which  they  purposely  caused, 
though  they  may  have  done  it  indirectly. 
When  the  thing  done  is  substantially  that 
which  was  prohibited,  it  falls  within  the  act 
simply  because,  according  to  the  true  con- 
struction of  the  statute,  it  is  the  thing 
thereby  prohibited.  Whenever  courts  see 
such  attempts  at  concealment  'they  brush 
away  the  cobweb  varnish,'  and  show  the 
transaction  in  its  true  light.  They  see 
things  as  ordinary  men  do,  and  see  througli 
them.  W^hatever  might  be  the  form  or  col- 
or of  the  transaction,  the  law  looks  to  the 
substance  of  it.  In  all  such  cases  it  is,  in 
truth,  rather  the  particular  transaction 
than  the  statute  which  is  the  subject  of  con- 
struction; and,  if  it  is  found  to  be  in  sub- 
stance within  the  statute,  it  is  not  suffered 
to  escape  from  the  operation  of  the  law  by 
means  of  the  disguise  under  which  its  real 
character  is  masked.* "  We  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  the  contract  set  up  in  the  sec- 
ond'  paragraph  of  the  answer  is  in  contra- 
vention of  the  statute,  and  hence,  by  force 
thereof,  the  contract  so  set  up  is  null  ami 
void;  and,  that  being  so,  said  answer  wa.*% 

bad  and  the  circuit  court  di4^~^9t^^Ti^ 
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sustaining  the  demurrer  thereto  for  want  of 
sufficient  facts. 

It  is  complained,  under  the  motion  for  a 
new  trial,  that  the  circuit  court  erred  in  ex- 
cusing on  its  own  motion  the  juror  Overhol- 
ser,  who  it  is  alleged  was  a  competent  juror, 
over  appellant's  objection.  But  it  is  not 
shown  that  the  jury  which  was  finally  im- 
paneled was  not  a  fair  and  impartial  jury. 
In  such  a  case  the  matter  is  very  much  in 
the  discretion  of  the  trial  court,  and  no  er- 
ror is  committed  where  no  injury  results 
from  the  court's  action  in  excusing  the 
juror.  De  Pew  v.  Rohinson,  95  Ind.  109, 
It  is  not  even  claimed  that  any  injury  re- 
sulted therefropi.  We  therefore  conclude 
there  was  no  error  committed  in  excusing 
the  juror. 

It  is  further  contended  that  the  seventh 
item  in  the  special  verdict  is  not  supported 
by  the  evidence.  It  reads  thus:  "We  fur- 
ther find  that,  under  the  rules  of  the  de- 
fendant company  governing  the  operation  of 
defendant's  freight  trains  in  cases  where  it 
became  necessary  for  brakeraen  to  go  be- 
tween defendant's  cars,  attached  to  the  en- 
gine drawing  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of 
making  couplings,  it  was  the  duty  of  the 
engineer  in  charge  of  the  engine  of  said 
train,  after  receiving  a  signal  from  a  brake- 
man,  to  stop  the  engine  and  train  for  the 
purpose  of  allowing  such  brakeman  to  pass 
between  the  cars  thereof  and  make  a  coup- 
ling, to  obey  a  signal  and  stop  the  engine 
and  train,  and  so  remain  until  receiving  a 
signal  from  some  member  of  the  train  crew 
to  back  or  pull  forward."  Counsel  say: 
"The  evidence  does  not  sustain  this  finding. 
There  was  no  evidence  of  such  a  rule."  The 
finding  is  not  that  there  was  such  a  rule, 
but  that,  "under  the  rules  of  the  defend- 
ant," not  rule,  "it  was  the  duty  of  the  en- 
gineer" to  do  certain  things.  Those  rules 
might  have  been  such  as  were  adopted  by 
the  company,  or  such  as  by  long  usage  and 
custom  had  become  understood  as  incumbent 
on  appellant's  servants.  We  think  there 
was  evidence  sufficient  to  support  this 
finding. 

The  tenth  finding  was  objected  to  because 
the  evidence  on  that  branch  of  the  verdict 
was  not  sufficient  to  sustain  it,  but  there 
was  evidence  sufiicient  to  support  it,  though 
there  was  strong  conflicting  evidence.  We 
can  only  look  to  that  part  of  the  evidence 
that  supports  the  finding. 

It  is  also  complained  that  the  circuit 
court  erred  in  refusing  to  require  the  jury 
to  return  to  their  room  and  insert  in  tlieii* 
spccial  verdict  certain  facts  specified.  To 
have  sustained  the  motion  would  have  been 
au  invasion  by  the  court  of  the  province  of 
I  lie  jury  to  determine  the  facts.  If  a  spe- 
t'ial  verdict  fails  to  find  material  facts,  with- 
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in  the  issue,  which  were  established  by  ti» 
evidence  the  remedy  is  not  by  a  motion  t* 
coerce  them  into  making  such  finding,  bu' 
by  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  by  the  party  a^ 
grieved.  Brazil  Block  Coal  Oo,  ▼.  Hoodie t 
129  Ind.  327,  27  N.  E.  741,  and  cases  there 
cited;  Vinton  v.  Baldwin,  05  Ind.  433,  and 
cases  there  cited;  Lafayette  t.  Allen^  81 
Ind.  166,  and  cases  cited. 

Overruling  appellant's  objection  to  the 
question  and  answer  of  the  witness  Ballard 
is  also  urged  as  error.  The  appellee's  coun 
sel  had  asked  the  witness  the  question  what 
danger  there  was  to  appellee's  life  at  the 
time  witness  saw  him,  and  he  answered:  **l 
considered  him  in  a  great  deal  of  danger;  a 
man  continuing  in  that  condition  could  not 
live  many  days."  Appellee's  counsel  imme- 
diately withdrew  the  evidence,  and  the 
court,  at  the  request  of  appellant's  ooun 
sel,  instructed  the  jury  not  to  consider  such 
evidence.  There  was  no  available  error  is 
the  ruling. 

Complaint  is  made  of  the  third  instruc- 
tion given  by  the  court:  "That  in  estimat- 
ing the  plaintiff's  damages  it  is  proper 
.  .  .  that  you  should  take  into  consider 
ation  the  plaintiff's  physical  and  mental 
suffering."  In  Wabash  d  TV.  R.  Co.  v.  i/o/ 
gan,  132  Ind.,  at  page  438,  31  N.  £.,  at  paj.v 
663,  an  instruction  "that  in  making  such 
estimate  the  jury  should  take  into  consider- 
ation appellee's  physical  and  mental  suffer- 
ing if  any  were  caused  by  and  arising  out 
of  the  injury,"  was  upheld  as  not  an  "erro- 
neous statement  of  the  rule  governing  the  as 
sessment  of  damages  contained  in  either  of 
the  instructions."  There  was  no  error  in 
giving  the  instruction. 

The  fourth  instruction  is  complained  of. 
reading,  as  appellant's  counsel  say  in  their 
brief,  thus:  **The  jury  are  instructed  that 
if  they  find  that  the  plaintiff  had  proved  by 
a  preponderance  of  the  evidence  the  injuries 
he  has  sustained  as  charged  in  the  oom- 
plaint,  then  every  particular  and  phase  of 
the  injury  may  enter  into  the  consideratiuo 
of  the  jury  in  estimating  his  damages,  lo>« 
of  time,  with  reference  to  his  condition  and 
ability  to  earn  money  in  his  business  or  call- 
ing, his  loss  from  permanent  improvement 
of  his  physical  powers,  his  pain  and  suffer- 
ing already  endured,  and  that  may  be  en 
dured,  from  his  injuries  in  the  future,  hi^ 
personal  disfigurement;  and  the  jury  should 
give  the  plaintiff  such  a  sum  as  will  com- 
pensate him  for  the  injuries  received,  takin<: 
into  consideration  all  the  facts  proved  in 
the  case."  The  appellee's  counsel  have  cop- 
ied the  same  instruction  into  their  brief, 
except  the  word  printed  "improvement"  in 
appellant's  copy  of  the  instruction  is  print- 
ed ^'impairment"  in  appellee's  copy.  Neither 
brief    cites    us   to   the  fiace  Jn^ithe    traa- 
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script  where  the  instruction  can  be  found, 
aind  we  have  spent  some  time  hunting  for 
it  without  success.  Under  such  circum- 
stances, we  are  justified  in  assuming  that 
the  word  ''improvement"  in  appellant's  copy 
is  a  clerical  or  typographical  error,  and 
that  the  real  instruction  had  the  word  "im- 
pairment'' in  it  instead  of  the  word  "im- 
provement," as  set  out  in  appellant's  brief. 
Indeed,  if  the  word  "improvement"  were  in 
the  transcript,  instead  of  the  word  "impair- 
ment," it  is  so  manifestly  a  clerical  mistake 
in  copying  the  instructions  that  we  are  au- 
thorized to  read  it  "impairment"  instead  of 


"improvement."  Landon  v.  White,  101  Ind. 
249;  Indiana,  B.  <0  W.  R.  Co,  v.  Dailey,  110 
Ind.  75,  10  N.  E.  «31.  With  that  reading? 
the  instruction  is  correct.  Wabash  d  W. 
R.  Co,  V.  Morgan,  132  Ind.  438,  31  N.  E. 
663,  32  N.  £.  85.  We  have  thus  patiently 
gone  over  all  the  rulings  of  the  circuii 
court  urged  and  properly  presented  here  an 
error,  and  conclude  that  the  circuit  court  did 
not  err  in  overruling  the  motion  for  a  new 
trial. 

The  judgment  ia  af/irined. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled.  ' 


MINNESOTA   SUPREME    COURT. 


Jacob  SCHUS,  Respt., 

POWERS-SIMPSON  COMPANY,  Appt. 
(85  Minn.  447.) 

*1.  Defendant  la  a  corporation  organ- 
ised for  the  purpose  of  mannfactnr- 
Inv  and  dealing  In  lumber;  buying,  im- 
proTing,  selling,  and  dealing  la  real  and  per- 
sonal property  connected  with  Its  lumbering 
business ;  and,  in  addition  thereto  and  In  con- 
nection therewith,  it  owns  and  operates 
what  is  called  a  "logging  railroad,"  which 
is  equipped  with  four  locomotives  and  a 
number  of  logging  and  box  cars,  used^ln  car- 
rying logs  from  the  pineries  to  the  saw  mills 
owned  and  operated  by  it.  It  does  not  fol- 
low the  business  of  a  common  carrier  of 
passengers  and  freight,  the  operation  of  the 
road  being  limited  ezcluslvely  to  Its  own 
prifate  business;  but  its  seryants  and  em- 
ployees engaged  In  the  operation  of  its 
trains  are  exposed  to  the  same  dangers  and 
risks  as  are  employees  and  servants  of  rail- 
road corporations  engaged  as  common  car- 
riers. Held,  that  Qen.  Stat.  1894,  {  2701, 
known  as  the  *'fellow  servant  act,'*  applies 
to  defendant,  and  it  is  liable  to  an  employee 
engaged  in  the  operation  of  such  railroad  for 
injuries  caused  by  the  negligence  of  a  co- 
employee  or  fellow  servant. 

2.  In  this  action  (one  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  personal  Injuries  received 
by  a  bralcenian  In  coupling  cars  on  defend- 
ant's said  railroad)  the  evidence  received 
on  the  trial  tended  to  show  that  there  was  a 
general  custom  In  respect  to  the  operation  of 
the  road  for  the  engineer,  when  cars  being 
coupled  came  together,  Immediately  to  stop 
his  engine  and  hold  It  stationary  until  sig- 
naled to  again  move  it  by  the  brakeman  mak- 
ing the  coupling  It  further  tended  to  show 
that,  on  the  ocr.islon  complained  of,  this  cus- 
lom  was  not  observed  by  defendant's  engi- 
neer, In  consequence  of  which  plaintiff  was 
injured.  It  is  held  that  the  evidence  was 
sufficient  to   require   the  submission  of   the 

*Headnotes  by  Brown,  J. 


NoiB. — See  preceding  case  and  note  thereto. 
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case  to  the  jury,  and  to  sustain  their  Ter 
diet  to  the  effect  that  such  custom  existed, 
and  that  the  engineer's  failure  to  follow  and 
observe  It  at  the  lime  complained  of  was 
the  proximate  cause  of  plaintiff's  injury. 
8.  Kvldence  examined  and  considered, 
and  held  to  sustain  the  yerdlct  of  the  Jurv 
to  the  effect  that  plaintiff  was  not  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  and  did  not  as 
same  the  risks  incident  to  making  the  coup- 
ling in  question ;  also  to  sustain  the  Tcrdict 
that  plaintiff's  cause  of  action  was  not  set 
tied  and  adjusted  by  an  agreement  betweei> 
the  parties  made  and  entered  into  prior 
to  the  commencement  of  the  action. 

(February  21,  1002.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  an  order  ot 
the  District  Court  for  Hennepin 
County  denying  judgment  non  obstante  vere- 
dicto, and  denying  a  new  trial  after  ver- 
dict in  plaintiiT*s  favor,  in  an  action  brought 
to  recover  damages  for  personal  injuries 
alleged  to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence.    Affirmed, 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Woods,  Kinsman,  *  Wallmee, 
for    appellant: 

In  order  that  plaintiff  may  recover  be  is 
bound  to  show  facts  and  circumstances  from 
which  it  can  be  ascertained  with  reasonable 
certainty  what  particular  precaution  defend- 
ant ought  to  have  taken  but  did  not. 

Shearm.  &  Redf.  Xeg.  5th  ed.  $  57  p.  74. 
Ellison  v.  Truesdale,  40  Minn.  240,  51  N. 
W.  018:  Johnson  v.  Walsh,  83  Minn  74, 
85  N.   W.  010. 

Plaintiff  admits  that  he  did  not  give  the 
signal,  which  was  the  only  way  the  engineer 
had  of  knowing  when  to  stop,  and  which 
it  was  his  duty  to  give. 

Merritt  v.  Great  Northern  R,  Co.  81  Minn. 
406,  84  N.  W.  .321 ;  Ellison  v.  Truesdale,  40 
Minn.  240,  61  N.  W.  018;  1  Shearm.  &  Redf. 
Neg.  5th  ed.  JllO,  p.  170. 

He  must  be  held  to  have  undi^rstood  and 
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appreciated  the  hazard  of  making  this 
coupling,  and  hence,  in  attempting  to  make 
it.  assumed  all  the  risks  incident  thereto. 

McLaren  v.  Williston,  48  Minn.  299,  51 
N.  W.  373;  Tennessee,  Coal,  I.  d  R.  Co,  v. 
Kyle,  93  Ala.  1,  12  L.  R.  A.  103,  8  So.  764; 
Georgia  P,  R.  Co,  v.  Dooly,  12  L.  R.  A.  342, 
and  note,  86  Ga.  294,  12  S.  E.  923;  Bailey, 
Master's  Liability  for  Injuries  to  Servant; 
pp.  150,  170;  1  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  5th  ed. 
§  185,  p.  276;  Cooley,  Torts,  pp.  550-553; 
Wood,  Mast.  &  S.  §  214,  p.  673;  Soharen- 
hroich  v.  St.  Cloud  Fiber-Ware  Co.  59  Minn. 
116,  60  N.  W.  1093;  amith  v.  Tromanhauser, 
03  Minn.  98,  65  N.  W.  144;  Anderson  v.  C. 
v.  Nelson  Lumber  Co,  67  Minn.  79,  69  N. 
VV.  630;  Sicanson  v.  Great  Northern  R,  Co. 
68  Minn.  184,  70  N.  W.  978;  Quick  v.  Min- 
nesota Iron  Co,  47  Minn.  361,  50  N.  W. 
244;  Greene  v.  Minneapolis  d  8t.  L,  R.  Co. 
31  Minn.  248,  47  Am.  Rep.  785,  17  N.  W. 
378;  Woods  v.  St.  Paul  &  D.  R,  Co,  39 
Minn.  435,  40  N.  W.  510;  Smith  v.  Winona  d- 
St.  P.  R.  Co.  42  Minn.  87,  43  N.  W.  968; 
Tuttle  V.  Detroit,  G.  B.  d  M.  R.  Co.  122  II. 
S.  189,  30  L.  ed.  1114,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1166; 
Southern  P.  Co,  v.  8eUy,  152  U.  S.  146,  38 
L.  ed.  391,  14  Sup.  Gt.  Rep.  530. 

Releases  for  torts  stand  on  the  same  level 
as  other  contracts. 

Och  V.  Missouri,  K.  d  T,  R,  Co,  130  Mo. 
27,  36  L.  R.  A.  455,  31  S.  W.  962;  Penn- 
sylvania  R.  Co,  v.  Shay,  82  Pa.  198;  Squires 
V.  Amherst,  145  Mafls.  192,  13  N.  E.  609; 
Christianson  v.  Chicago,  8t,  P.  M,  d  0,  R, 
Co.  67  Minn.  94,  69  N.  W.  640. 

Defendant  does  not  own  and  operate  a 
ailroad  in  the  sense  that  the  word  "railroad*' 
id  used  in  the  statute  in  question. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  400 ;  Shearm. 
&  Redf.  Neg.  5th  ed.  S  241o,  p.  444;  Lavallee 
V.  St.  Paul,  M.  d  M,  R.  Co.  40  Minn.  249, 
41  N.  W.  974;  Johnson  v.  8t,  Paul  d  D,  R, 
Co,  43  Minn.  222,  8  L.  R.  A.  419,  45  N.  W. 
156;  Kreuzer  v.  Great  Northern  R.  Co.  83 
Minn.   385,  86  N.  W.  413. 

It  is  impossible  that  the  legislature  meant 
to  include  logging  railroads  under  the  term 
"rail roads,''  because  at  the  time  this  stat- 
ute was  passed  there  was  not  a  logging  rail- 
road built  in  this  state. 

Funk  V.  St.  Paul  City  R,  Co,  61  Minn. 
435,  29  L.  R.  A.  208,  62  Am.  St.  Rep.  608, 
63  N.  W.  1099;  State  v.  Duluth  Street  R. 
Co.  76  Minn.  96,  57  L.  R.  A.  63,  78  N.  W. 
1032;  Fidelity  Loan  d  T,  Co.  v.  Douglas, 
104  Iowa,  536,  73  N.  W.  1039;  Massachu- 
setts Loan  d  T.  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  32  C. 
C.  A.  46,  59  U.  S.  App.  403,  88  Fed.  588. 

In  order  to  ascertain  the  subject-matter, 
scope,  and  object  of  an  enactment  the  in- 
terpreter should  ascertain  what  is  the  mis- 
chief or  defect  it  is  intended  to  remcdj'. 

23  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  336;  Beeson 
09  L.  R.  A. 


V.  Busenbark,  44  Kan.  669,  10  K  R,  A.  839, 
25  Pac.  48;  Ellington  Y,  Bewoer  Dam 
liumber  Co.  93  Ga.  53,  19  S.  E.  21;  Railey 
V.  Garbutt,  112  Ga.  288,  37  S.  E,  360;  Mc- 
Knight  v.  Iowa  d  M,  R,  Constr.  Co,  43  Iowa, 
406. 

Mr,  F.  D.  I<arrabeey  for  respondent : 

The  defendant  in  this  case,  as  to  this  plain- 
tiff, is  in  truth  and  fact  a  railroad  corpora- 
tion. 

McLaren  v.  Williston,  48  Minn.  299,  51 
N.  W.  373;  Funk  v.  St.  Paul  City  R.  Co. 
61  Minn.  435,  29  L.  R.  A.  208,  52  Am.  St. 
Rep.  608,  63  N.  W.  1099;  Mikkelson  v.  Trues- 
dale,  63  Minn.  137,  65  N.  W.  260;  Union 
Trust  Co,  V.  Kendall,  20  Kan.  515;  McKnight 
v.  lotca  d  M,  R.  Constr,  Co.  43  Iowa,  406: 
Massachusetts  Loan  d  T,  Co.  v.  Hamilton. 
32  C.  C.  A.  46,  69  U.  S.  App.  403,  88  Fed. 
588. 

Because  the  cars  were  moved  after  the 
coupling  was  made,  contrary  to  custom, 
it  certainly  was  a  question  for  the  jury  to 
say  whether  or  not  the  engineer  was  negli- 
gent. 

Kelly  V.  Southern  Minnesota  R,  Co.  28 
Minn.  98,  9  N.  W.  588;  Kolsti  v.  Minneapolis 
d  St,  L.  R.  Co.  32  Minn.  133,  19  N.  W.  655: 
O'Malley  v.  St.  Paul,  M.  d  M.  R.  Co,  43 
Minn.  289,  45  N.  W.  440;  Larson,  v.  8t. 
Paul  M,  d  M.  R.  Co.  43  Minn.  423,  45  N. 
W.  722;  Moran  v.  Extern  R.  Co.  48  Minn. 
46,  50  N.  W.  930;  Bergquist  v.  Chandler 
Iron  Cfo.  49  Minn.  511,  52  N.  W.  136; 
Flanders  v.  Chicago,  St.  P.  M,  d  O.  R.  Co. 
61  Minn.  193,  63  N.  W.  644;  Chicago,  M. 
d  St.  P.  R.  Co,  v.  Carpenter,  5  C.  C.  A.  651, 
12  U.  S.  App.  392,  56  Fed.  451 ;  Nelson  v. 
Southern  P.  Co.  18  Utah,  244,  55  Pac.  364; 
Pier  V.  Chicago,  M,  d  St.  P.  R,  Co,  94  Wis. 
357,  68  N.  W.  464;  Chicago,  M,  d  St.  P.  R. 
Co,  V.  O'Sullivan,  143  111.  48,  32  N.  E.  398: 
Pennsylvania  Co,  v.  McCormack,  131  Tnd. 
260,  30  N.  E.  27;  O'Mellia  v.  Kansas  City, 
8t,  J,  d  C,  B.  R.  Co,  115  Mo.  205,  21  S.  W. 
503 ;  Whitsett  v.  Chicago,  R.  I,  d  P,  R,  Co. 
67  Iowa,  150,  25  N.  W.  104. 

Brown,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  action  was  brought  to  recover  dam- 
ages for  personal  injuries  alleged  to  have 
been  caused  by  the  negligence  of  defendant. 
Plaintiff  had  a  verdict  in  the  court  below, 
and  defendant  appeals  from  an  order  deny- 
ing its  alternative  motion  for  judgment 
notwithstanding  the  verdict,  or  for  a  new 
trial.  The  facts  are  as  follows:  Defend- 
ant is  a  corporation  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  buying  and  selling  timber  land: 
cutting,  hauling,  and  driving  logs  and  tim- 
bc-r;  buying,  improving,  selling,  and  dealin«» 
in  real  and  personal  property;  and  the  car- 
rying on  of  such  other  business  as  Is  con- 
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veniently  and  necessarily  connected  there- 
with. In  addition  to  its  lumbering  business, 
and  in  connection  therewith,  it  owns  and 
operates  what  is  called  a  "logging  railroad." 
Its  line  extends  into  the  pine  woods  from 
Hibbing,  in  St.  Louis  county,  the  distance 
of  about  29  miles,  including  spur  tracks  and 
branches.  It  is  equipped  with  four  locomo- 
tives and  a  number  of  logging  and  freight 
cars,  which  are  used  in  carrying  logs  from 
the  pineries  to  the  sawmills  owned  and 
operated  by  it.  It  does  not  follow  the  busi- 
ness of  a  common  carrier  of  passengers  or 
freight,  the  operation  of  its  road  being 
limited  exclusively  to  its  own  business. 
At  the  time  complained  of,  plaintiff  was  in 
the  employ  of  defendant  upon  this  railroad 
as  a  brakeman,  and  was  injured  while 
coupling  cars.  The  facts  with  respect  to 
his  injury,  the  manner  in  which  it  was  re- 
ceived, and  the  evidence  tending  to  show 
negligence  on  the  part  of  the  defendant  will 
be  stated  further  on  in  this  opinion.  Four 
principal  questions  are  presented  for  our 
consideration :  ( 1 )  Whether  defendant  is  a 
railroad  corporation  within  the  meaning, 
or  comes  within  the  operation,  of  chapter  13, 
Laws  1887  (Gen.  Stat.  1894,  §  2701),  known 
as  the  "fellow  servant  act;"  (2)  whether 
the  evidence  establishes  negligence  on  the 
part  of  defendant,  which  was  the  prox- 
imate cause  of  plaintiff's  injury;  (3) 
whether  plaintiff  was  guilty  of  contribu- 
tory negligence;  and  (4)  whether  his  cause 
of  action  for  damages  was  settled  and  ad- 
justed, and  defendant  released  and  dis- 
charged therefrom,  by  an  agreement  made 
and  entered  into  between  the  parties  prior  to 
the  commencement  of  the  action. 

1.  It  is  contended  that  defendant  is  not 
a  railroad  corporation,  within  the  intent 
and  meaning  of  chapter  13,  auprOj  and  that 
in  consequence  it  is  not  liable  to  one  of  its 
servants  for  injuries  caused  by  the  negli- 
gence and  carelessness  of  a  fellow  8er\'ant. 
It  is  urged  that  the  statute  does  not  apply 
to  defendant,  for  the  reason  that  it  was  not 
organized  as  a  railroad  corporation,  and  for 
the  further  reason  that  it  is  not  engaged  as  a 
common  carrier  of  passengers  and  freight; 
its  railroad  business  being  confined  exclu- 
Hively  to  its  own  private  affairs.  The  stat- 
ute provides,  generally,  that  every  railroad 
corporation  owning  or  operating  a  railroad 
in  this  state  shall  be  liable  for  all  damages 
sustained  by  an  agent  or  servant  thereof 
by  reason  of  the  negligence  of  another 
agent  or  servant;  but  railroads  under  oon- 
Ht  ruction  and  not  open  to  public  use  are  ex- 
ropted  from  the  operation  of  the  act.  The 
statute  has  been  before  the  court  repeated- 
ly with  respect  to  its  validity  and  its  appli- 
ciition  to  particular  8er^•ants  and  employees, 
:ind  has  been  sustained,  not  as  a  law  apply- 
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ing  exclusively  to  railroad  corporations  a8  n 
class, — for,  if  that  were  its  purpose,  it 
would,  as  intimated  by  Judge  Mitchell  in 
Johnson  v.  8t.  Paul  d  D.  R.  Co.  43  Minn. 
222,  8  L.  R.  A.  419,  45  N.  W.  156,  be  uncon- 
stitutional and  void  as  class  legislation, — but 
as  applying  to  employers  whose  servants 
and  employees  are  exposed  to  the  peculiar 
hazards  and  dangers  incident  to  the  opera- 
tion of  railroads.  In  that  case  tne  court 
said:  "If  a  distinction  is  to  be  made  as  to 
the  liability  of  employers  to  their  em- 
ployees, it  must  be  based  upon  a  difiFerenee 
in  the  nature  of  the  employment,  and  not  of 
the  employers.  One  rule  of  liability  cannot 
be  established  for  railway  companies,  mere- 
ly as  such,  and  another  rule  for  other  em- 
ployers, under  like  circumstances  and  con- 
ditions." Within  the  reasoning  of  that  de- 
cision, and  other  cases  in  this  court  {Smith 
v.  at.  Paul  d  D.  R.  Co.  44  Minn.  17,  4e> 
N.  W.  149;  Lavallee  v.  8t.  Paul,  M,  d  M.  R. 
Co.  40  Minn.  249,  41  N.  W.  974;  Mikkelson 
v.  Truesdale,  63  Minn.  137,  65  N.  W.  260). 
the  test  in  interpreting  and  construing  this 
statute  is  not  whether  the  corporation  en- 
gaged in  operating  the  railroad  was  organ- 
ized as  a  railroad  corporation,  but  whether 
the  road  being  operated  is  a  railroad,  within 
the  ordinary  meaning  of  the  term,  in  and 
about  the  operation  of  which  employees  are 
exposed  to  those  dangers  and  risks  against 
the  consequences  of  which  the  legislature 
intended  to  provide.  In  Sutherland,  Stat. 
Constr.  218,  it  is  said  to  be  indispensable  to 
a  correct  understanding  of  a  statute  to  in- 
quire what  is  the  subject  of  it, — ^what  ob- 
ject is  intended  to  be  accomplished  by  it. 
When  the  subject-matter  is  once  clearly  as- 
certained, and  its  general  intent,  a  key  ih 
found  to  all  its  intricacies.  General  words 
may  be  restrained  to  it,  and  those  of  nar- 
rower import  may  be  expanded  to  embrace 
it,  to  effectuate  that  intent.  When  the 
intention  can  be  collected  from  the  statute, 
words  may  be  modified,  altered,  or  sup- 
plied 80  as  to  obviate  any  repugnancy  or 
inconsistency  with  such  intention.  The 
subject-matter  of  the  statute  under  consid- 
eration, and  its  intent  and  purpose,  were  to 
protect  employees  engaged  in  a  dangerous 
and  hazardous  employment;  and,  within  tho 
decisions  cited,  the  character  of  the  em- 
ployer is  not  of  controlling  importance.  Th«» 
statute  is  to  be  given,  if  not  a  liberal,  at 
least  a  reasonable,  interpretation,  and  ono 
that  will  carry  into  efTect  the  intent  of  tlio 
legislature.  If  the  character  of  the  em- 
ployer, within  the  meaning  of  the  statute, 
is  not  important,  and  the  nature  of  the  em- 
ployment is  the  test  to  be  applied  in  con- 
struing the  statute,  the  expression  "any  rail- 
road corporation  engaged  in  the  operation  of 
a   railroad"   shouldi   within    the   rule   laid 
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down  by  Sutherland,  be  enlarged  and  ex- 
panded 80  as  to  include  any  person,  com- 
pany, or  corporation  engaged  in  operating 
a  railroad,  incident  to  which  operation  are 
the  dangers  and  hazards  from  which  the 
legislature  intended  to  protect  the  employees. 
Winters  v.  Duluth,  82  Minn.  127,  84  N.  W. 
788.  Defendant  was  not  organized  as  a  rail- 
road corporation,  it  is  true;  but  it  is  con- 
ceded that  it  is  operating  a  line  of  railroad 
equipped  with  engines  and  cars,  the  opera- 
tion of  which,  80  far  as  concerns  the  running 
of  its  trains,  is  identical  with  ordinary 
railroads,  except  that  it  is  in  the  interests 
of  its  own  private  affairs.  Every  purpose 
intended  to  be  subser^^ed  by  the  statute  ap- 
plies to  it.  Its  servants  and  employees  in 
the  operation  of  its  trains  are  exposed  to 
the  same  dangers  and  hazards,  if  not  greater, 
as  employees  of  ordinary  railroads;  and  to 
hold  that  it  does  not  come  within  the  stat- 
ute would,  in  our  judgment,  be  illogical  and 
out  of  harmony  with  the  prior  decisions  of 
the  court,  against  the  manifest  intent  of  the 
legislature,  and  a  cramped  and  unnecessa- 
rily restricted  interpretation  of  the  law. 
The  mere  fact  that  it  is  called  a  "logging 
railroad,'*  and  came  into  existence  since  the 
passage  of  that  act,  is  by  no  means  decisive 
of  the  question.  It  is  a  general  rule  of  statu- 
tory construction  that  legislative  enactments 
in  general  and  comprehensive  terms,  pro- 
spective in  operation,  apply  alike  to  all 
persons,  subjects,  and  business  within  their 
general  puniew  and  scope  coming  into  ex- 
istence subsequent  to  their  passage.  Mo- 
Aunich  V.  Misaiaaippi  d  M.  R.  Co.  20  Iowa, 
338.  And  within  this  rule,  even  though  a  de- 
fendant is  engaged  in  operating  a  "logging 
railroad"  only,  and  exclusively  in  the  in- 
terests of  its  private  affairs;  and  though 
such  railroads  were  not  known  at  the  time 
of  the  passage  of  the  statute,  and  consequent- 
ly not  then  in  the  contemplation  of  the  legis- 
lature,— the  operation  of  its  road^  in  respect 
to  the  dangers  and  hazards  to  which  its 
employees  are  exposed,  brings  It  squarely 
within  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  law;  and 
it  must,  to  effectuate  fully  the  intention  of 
the  legislature,  be  held  to  be  within  its  scope 
and  operation.  In  the  case  of  Mikkelson  v. 
Tniesdale,  63  Minn.  137,  65  N.  W.  260,  it 
was  held  that  the  statute  applies  to  a  re- 
ceiver engaged  in  operating  a  line  of  rail- 
road as  the  representative  of  the  court,  in 
the  interests  of  bondholders  and  creditors. 
We  are  unable  to  point  out  any  logical  dis- 
tinction betweAi  a  receiver  engaged  in  oper- 
ating a  railroad  and  a  lumber  company  sim- 
ilarly engaged,  in  so  far  as  applicable  to 
this  statute.  A  like  conclusion  was  reached 
in  Wall  V.  Piatt,  169  Mass.  398,  48  N.  E. 
270, — a  case  involving  a  similar  statute.  In 
Daniels  v.  Hart,  118  Mass.  543,  mortgagees 
69  I-.  R.  A. 


in  possession  of  a  railroad  and  operating 
it  were  held  to  be  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute.  These  decisions  are  In  line 
with  sound  reasoning  and  the  spirit  and 
purpose  of  such  statutes.  It  was  held  in 
Funk  V.  8t.  Paul  City  R.  Co.  61  Minn.  435, 
29  L.  R.  A.  208,  52  Am.  St.  Rep.  608,  63 
N.  W.  1099,  that  the  statute  did  not  apply 
to  street  railways.  But  the  reasons  for  the 
statute  do  not  in  any  essential  degree  apply 
to  such  railways.  Employees  on  such  roads 
are  not  exposed  to  such  hazards,  risks,  and 
dangers  as  are  the  employees  of  railroad 
corporations  proper.  The  spirit  and  pur- 
pose of  the  statute  must  be  looked  to  in  de- 
termining its  scope  and  application;  and,  as 
the  spirit  and  purpose  of  this  law  was  the 
protection  of  employees  engaged  in  a  hazard- 
ous and  dangerous  work,  though  the  literal 
language  thereof  limits  its  operation  to  rail- 
road corporations,  we  hold  that  it  applies 
to  any  corporation  or  person  engaged  in 
operating  a  line  of  railroad,  incident  to 
which  operation  are  the  dangers  and  hazards 
to  employees  the  legislature  intended  to 
provide  against. 

2.  It  is  contended  by  appellant  that  there 
is  no  evidence  sufficient  to  support  the  find- 
ing of  the  jury  that  plaintiff's  injury  was 
caused  by  defendant's  negligence.  The  ac- 
cident occurred  in  the  nighttime,  when  it 
was  very  dark.  The  employees  in  charge  of 
the  logging  train  had  been  engaged  in  haul- 
ing car  loads  of  logs  from  spur  tracks  to 
the  main  track  of  defendant's  road,  and 
plaintiff  was  injured  in  coupling  two  of  the 
oars.  The  ears  so  coupled  by  him  were 
loaded  with  logs  which  were  so  placed 
thereon  that  the  ends  projected  over  the 
ends  of  the  cars  to  such  an  extent  that 
the  first  effort  to  couple  them  failed,  the 
ends  of  the  logs  coming  together  and  pre- 
venting the  coupling.  The  impact,  how- 
ever, drove  the  logs  back  on  the  respective 
cars,  so  that  at  the  next  attempt  to  couple 
the  drayrbars  came  together,  and  the  coup- 
ling was  made.  The  evidence  tends  to  show 
that  it  was  customary,,  in  making  couplings 
of  this  kind,  for  the  engineer,  when  the 
cars  being  coupled  came  together,  to  stop 
his  engine  immediately,  and  not  move  *  it 
until  signals  were  received  from  the  person 
making  the  coupling,  and  after  he  had  come 
from  between  the  cars.  This  custom  and 
practice  are  not  disputed.  There  is  evidence, 
also,  that  the  brakoman  making  the  coup- 
ling usually  signaled  the  engineer  for  the 
purpose  of  guiding  the  movement  of  the 
engine  as  it  approached  the  car  to  which 
the  coupling  was  to  be  made,  and  that  just 
prior  to  the  time  the  cars  came  together 
a  signal  would  he  given  by  the  brakeman  to 
stop  the  engine.  No  such  signal  was  given 
on  this  occasion;  but  plaintiff  relies  for  re- 
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covery,  not  upon  a  failure  to  obey  that  sig- 
nal, but  upon  a  failure  on  the  part  of  the  en- 
gineer to  observe  the  usual  custom  in  re- 
'tpect  to  stopping  the  engine  and  train  at 
the  time  the  coupling  is  made.  It  is  not  dis- 
puted in  the  evidence  but  that  the  engineer 
in  able  to  tell  from  the  jar  of  the  train 
when  the  cars  come  together,  and,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  it  appears  from  his  testimony 
that  when  they  came  together  on  this  occa- 
sion he  did  immediately  stop  his  engine,  it 
i.i  not  important  that  the  usual  signal  to 
stop  was  not  given.  The  custom  being  estab- 
lished, it  is  clear  that  plaintiff  had  the  right 
to  rely  upon  its  observance,  and  the  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  engineer  to  do  so  was  n^- 
Hgenoe.  Romick  v.  Chicago,  R.  L  de  P.  R. 
Co.  62  Iowa,  167,  17  N.  W.  458;  Hooper  v. 
Great  Northern  R.  Co,  80  Minn.  400,  83  N. 
W.  440.  Besides,  it  is  not  claimed  that  the 
failure  to  give  the  stop  signal  was  the  cause 
of  the  continued  movement  of  the  train  after 
the  coupling  was  made ;  but  it  is  insisted  by 
appellant  that  the  engine  was  in  fact 
stopped,  and  did  not  move  a  greater  distance 
than  2  or  3  feet.  It  is  contended  by  plaintiff 
that  at  the  time  he  entered  between  the  cars 
to  make  the  coupling,  instead  of  observing 
the  usual  custom  and  rule  as  to  stopping 
the  engine  when  the  coupling  is  made,  the 
engineer  continued  to  move  and  push  the 
cars  forward,  in  consequence  of  which  plain- 
tiff was  injured.  Because  of  the  fact  that 
the  logs  extended  over  the  ends  of  the  cars 
80  being  coupled,  plaintiff  could  not  enter  be- 
tween them  in  an  erect  position,  but  was  com- 
pelled to  do  so  in  a  stooping  position.  To 
make  the  coupling  was  a  dangerous  under- 
taking. He  knew  of  the  situation  and  the 
manner  in  which  he  would  be  required  to 
jro  between  the  cars,  and  before  doing  so  he 
called  the  engineer's  attention  to  the  fact, 
and  requested  him  to  move  his  engine  back 
carefully,  so  as  to  avoid  any  danger.  As 
stated,  the  specific  charge  of  negligence  is 
that  the  engineer  failed  to  observe  the 
usual  custom  in  respect  to  stopping  the 
engine  at  the  time  the  coupling  was  made. 
On  this  theory  the  case  was  sent  to  the 
jury.  The  evidence,  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendant tends  to  show  not  only  that  no  sig- 
nal was  given  to  the  engineer  to  stop  his 
ongine  at  the  time  plaintiff  entered  between 
the  cars  to  make  the  coupling,  but  that  the 
engineer  did  in  fact  stop  it,  by  shutting  off 
steam  and  reversing  the  machinery.  It  is 
claimed  that  the  evidence  is  conclusive  that 
the  engineer  exercised  care  and  prudence, 
and  was  guilty  of  no  failure  or  neglect  in 
the  respects  contended  for  by  plaintiff.  If 
this  were  true,  defendant  should  have  judg- 
ment; but  a  careful  examination  of  the 
"vidoncc  satisfies  us  that  a  case  was  fairly 
made  for  the  jury,  and  their  verdict  ia 
69  L.  R.  A. 


plaintiff's  favor  cannot  be  disturbed.  Plain- 
tiff's evidence  to  the  effect  that  the  engineer 
did  not  stop  the  engine  and  cars  at  the  time 
the  coupling  was  made  is  corroborated  by  un- 
disputed evidence  tending  to  show  that  fact. 
It  appears  that  there  were  not  more  than 
four  cars  attached  to  the  engine  at  the 
time  the  coupling  was  made,  and  five  after  it 
was  made.  It  further  appears  that,  just 
before  making  this  coupling,  plaintiff  and 
his  fellow  brakeman  blocked  the  wheels  of 
the  fifth  car  with  a  large  stick  of  timber  or 
wood,  about  6  inches  in  thickness ;  the  testi- 
mony is  that  (and  we  find  nothing  in  the 
record  to  dispute  it),  after  the  coupling 
had  been  made,  the  fifth  car,  to  use  the  lan- 
guage of  the  witness,  "passed  clear  over  the 
blocks."  It  is  the  claim  of  plaintiff  that  the 
train  proceeded  a  distance  of  a  car  length 
and  a  half  after  the  coupling  was  made.  If 
defendant's  testimony  that  the  engineer  did 
in  fact  bring  the  engine  and  cars  to  a  stand- 
still at  the  time  the  coupling  was  made  be 
true,  it  is  not  very  clear  how  the  fifth  car 
could  have  passed  over  the  blocking.  The 
fact  that  it  did  tends  to  show,  and  to  corrob- 
orate plaintiff's  assertion,  that  the  engine 
was  not  stopped.  Again,  plaintiff  was 
picked  up  after  his  injury  at  the  side  of  the 
track,  about  the  center  of  the  third  car 
from  the  engine,  and  he  testified  that  the 
coupling  was  made  between  the  fourth  and 
fifth  cars.  It  i?  not  seriously  controverted 
that  plaintiff  was  found  near  the  track  at 
about  the  center  of  the  third  car  though  it 
is  claimed  by  defendant  that  the  coupling 
was  made  between  the  third  and  fourth. 
If  plaintiff's  testimony  that  the  coupling 
was  made  between  the  fourth  and  fifth  cars 
is  true,  the  fact  that  he  was  found  imme- 
diately after  the  accident  at  about  the  center 
of  the  third  car  tends  to  corroborate  his 
claim  that  the  engine  was  not  stopped 
when  the  coupling  was  made,  but  con- 
tinued to  move  forward  the  distance  of 
a  car  or  more.  The  truthfulness  of  the 
several  witnesses  was  for  the  jury  to  de- 
termine, and  we  are  unable  to  see  our  way 
clear  to  declare,  as  a  matter  of  law,  that  the 
evidence  is  conclusive  against  the  contention 
that  the  engineer  was  negligent. 

3.  It  is  claimed  that  plaintiff  was  guilty 
of  contributory  negligence,  and  that  ne  as- 
sumed the  risks  incident  to  making  the  coup- 
ling in  question.  It  is  true,  as  a  general 
rule,  that,  if  a  person  by  his  own  careless- 
ness contributes  to  his  injury,  he  cannot  re- 
cover. It  is  also  true  that  a  railroad  em- 
ployee assumes  all  the  ordinary  risks  and 
dangers  of  his  employment;  but  this  as 
sumption  of  risks  extends  only  to  such  as 
are,  in  point  of  fact^  ordinary  risks  of  the 
employment.  He  does  not  assume  risks  and 
dangers    resulting   from   the^^^igencp   of 
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his  fellow  servants.  The  question  of  plain- 
tifTs  contributory  negligence  is  disposed  of, 
we  think,  by  the  decision  in  Corbin  v.  Winona 
d  8t.  P.  R,  Co.  64  Minn.  186,  66  N.  W.  271,— 
a  very  similar  case.  There  the  car  was 
loaded  with  iron  rails,  and,  as  here,  they 
projected  over  the  end  of  the  car;  and,  in 
order  to  make  the  coupling,  it  was  necessary 
that  the  brakeman  stoop  over  in  going  be- 
tween the  cars  for  that  purpose.  He  knew 
the  situation,  and  the  condition  in  which  the 
cars  were  loaded;  and  the  court  held  that  he 
was  not  guilty  of  contributory  negligence,  as 
a  matter  of  law,  but  that  the  question  was 
one  of  fact  for  the  jury  to  determine.  That 
case  is  on  all  fours  with  the  case  at  bar, 
so  far  as  this  question  is  concerned,  and  is 
decisive   and   controlling. 

4.  About  a  month  after  plaintiff  received 
his  injury,  and  while  he  was  still  at  the  hos- 
pital, an  agent  of  the  defendant  called  upon 
him  and  paid  him  the  sum  of  $75,  obtaining 
therefor  a  written  release  of  defendant  of  all 
claims  for  damages  arising  in  plaintiff's 
favor  by  reason  of  this  accident.  It  is 
claimed  by  defendant  that  this  payment  was 
made  and  accepted  in  full  settlement  of 
plaintiff's  claim,  that  an  agreement  to  that 
effect  was  entered  into  by  plaintiff  under- 
standingly,  and  that  he  was  fully  apprised 
of  the  contents  of  the  written  release  before 
it  was  signed  by  him.  Plaintiff  claims  that 
the  payment  to  him  was  stated  at  the  time 
to  be  a  donation  by  defendant;  that  noth- 
ftig  was  said  to  him  about  the  settlement  of 
his  claim  for  damages;  that  his  signature 
to  the  written  release  was  obtained  by  the 
fraudulent  representations  of  defendant's 
agent;  that  he  cannot  read  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  did  not  read  the  paper  or  release 


signed  by  him,  but  relied  wholly  upon  the* 
statements   of  defendant's  agent   as    to    it«* 
contents.     A  similar  situation  was  presented 
in  the  case  of  Christianson  v.  ChieagOf  St.  P. 
M.  d  0.  R.  Co.  67  Minn.  94,  69  N.  W.  640. 
It  was  there  held,  upon  evidence  similar  to 
that  presented  in  the  record  in  this 
that  the  question  whether  the  mon^ 
paid  in  satisfaction  of  plaintiff's  damages. 
and  whether  the  release  was  signed  for  thc^ 
purpose  of  discharging  the  railroad  company 
from  liability,  or  whether  it  was  pnxmred 
by  fraud  on  the  part  of  the  company's  «£;ent. 
were  questions  for  the  juiy  to  determine. 
The  verdict  in  that  case  was  to  the  effect 
that  the  release  was  obtained  by  fraud,  and 
this    court   sustained   it.     We    discover    no 
reason,  after  a  careful  reading  of  the  evi 
dence,  for  disturbing  the  finding  of  the  jury 
in  this  case,  though  there  are  some  items  of 
evidence  which  tend  strongly  to  corroborate 
defendant's  contention,  but  it  is  by  no  meansi 
conclusive  in  its  favor.  Mullen  v.  Old  CoUmy 
R.  Co.  127  Mass.  86,  34  Am.  Rep.  349.  There 
are  circumstances,  too,  tending  to  corrobo 
rate  plaintifTs  contention  that  the  money 
was  paid  as  a  donation.     If  defendant  did 
not  deem  itself  liable  to  plaintiff  on  aeoonnt 
of  his  injuries,  no  reason  is  apparent  why 
it  should  donate  to  him  any  sum  whatever: 
and,  on  the  other  hand,  if,  in  its  opinion,  a 
liability  in  fact  existed,  and  one  which,  in 
justice,  it  ought  to  settle,  it  is  fair  to  as- 
sume, as  the  jury  probably  did,  taking  into 
consideration  the  nature  and  extent  of  plain- 
tiff's injuries,  that  it  would  have  offered  him 
considerably  more  than  the  very  nominal 
sum  of  $76. 

Our  conclusion  is  that  the  verdict  of  the 
juiy  must  be  sustained.    Order  affirmed. 
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been  purchased  for  an  onfinlshed  tmildlBr 
and  placed  therein,  bnt  not  affixed  there- 
to, does  not  pass  by  a  sale  of  the  real  prop- 
erty under  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  where  It 
Is  not  mentioned  or  deemed  a  part  of  the 
sale. 

(May  1,  lb06.) 


NoTB. — Are  things  placed  on  land  with  the 
intention  of  annexing  them  flwtures,  where 
they  are  never  actually  attached  t 

I.  Introduction,  802. 
II.  Actual  annexnt inn.  893. 
III.  Oonatruotive  annexation,  803. 
IV.  Mere  intention  to  annex. 

a.  Machinery  or  parte  thereof,  804. 

b.  Materialn   for   use,   repair,   or   recon- 

struction of  railroads,  897. 
e.  Building  materials,  898. 

d.  Fencing  materials,  901. 

e.  Fertilizers,  902. 
v.  Conclusion,  902. 

on  h.  K.  X 


I.  Introduction. 

It  is  not  Intended  In  this  note  to  Indnde  all 
of  the  cases  bearing  upon  the  question  whether 
an  article  or  thing  may  become  a  fixture  wltb 
out  actual  annexation  to  real  property,  as  it 
has  generally  arisen  where  the  chattels  In  dis- 
pute were  in  place  and  actually  In  use,  or.  at 
least,  ready  for  the  work,  or  business,  or  purpose 
for  which  they  were  designed  and  made,  al 
though  not  actually  annexed  or  let  Into  the  real 
property.  A  few  leading  cases  on  the  generat 
subject  will  be  referred  to  where  It  Is  thought 
tliey  will  bo  of  Ronic  help  on  the  point  defined 
In  the  Riibject  of  this  nol^'.i^^asea  In  irhlch  the 
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APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Lawrence  County 
in  favor  of  defendant  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  the  value  of  certain  building  mate- 
rials alleged  to  have  been  wrongfully  con- 
verted by  defendant  to  his  own  use.  Re- 
versed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Meaera.  Robert  B.  WlUlanu  and  I«.  B. 
DVlilte,  for  appellant: 

The  property  did  not  pass  under  the  mort- 
gage- 

11  Am.  k  Eng.  Eno.  Law,  pp.  510-521, 
note;  Topliff  v.  Topliff,  122  U.  S.  121,  30  L. 
«d.  1110,  7  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  1057;  Citizens'  Fire 
Ins.  Security  d  Land  Co.  v.  Doll,  35  Md.  89, 
6  Am.  Rep.  360;  Philadelphia,  W.  d  B, 
R.  Co.  V.  THmhle,  10  Wall.  367,  19  L.  ed. 


948;  Fogg  v.  Middlesex  Mut  F.  Ins.  Co. 
10  Cufth.  337;  Wronii.  .irir  v.  Moses.  3 
Baxt.  467;  Kirtland  v.  Montgomery,  I 
Swan,  452;  Jones  v.  Riohardson,  99  Tenn. 
614,  42  S.  W.  440;  Philadelphia  Morlq.  a 
T.  Co.  v.  Miller y  20  Wash.  607,  44  L.  R.  A. 
560,  72  Am.  St.  Rep.  138,  56  Pac.  382. 

There  is  no  ambiguity  in  said  mortgage  as 
to  its  meaning,  and  no  meaning  can  be  read 
into  it,  as  its  terms  are  plain. 

11  Am.  k  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  519,  note  1, 
p.  520,  notes  1,  2,  jf  2 ;  Chicago  v.  Sheldon,  9 
Wall.  50,  19  L.  ed,  594;  Stapenhorst  v. 
Wolff,  3  Jones  k  8.  26;  Vinton  v.  Baldioin, 
95  Ind.  433. 

Simply  being  stored  on  the  mortgaged 
premises,  though  part  of  the  property  may 
have  been  used  in  the  building,  is  not  a 


Issue  is  whether  mechanics*  liens  reach  things 
not  yet  annexed  to  the  freehold  are  omitted,  as 
they  turn  upon  the  application  of  special 
Mtatutes,  rather  than  upon  the  law  of  fixtures. 

II.  Actual  annexation. 

In  Capen  v.  Peckham,  85  Conn.  88,  the  court 
says  the  gretit  weight  of  authority  Is  in  favor 
of  the  doctrine  that  to  constitute  a  fixture  it  is 
necessary  that  the  article  should  be  annexed  to 
the  freehold,  as  the  name  Itself  imports;  but 
that  there  is  great  diversity  of  opinion  in  rela- 
tion to  the  degree  of  annexation  which  is  essen- 
tial for  this  purpose. 

In  Williamson  v.  New  Jersey  Southern  R. 
Co.  29  N.  J.  Eq.  311,  It  is  stated  that  the  mere 
Intention  of  the  parties  to  make  a  chattel  a 
part  of  the  freehold  does  not  make  it  a  fixture ; 
that  to  accomplish  that  result  there  must  be  an 
actual  annexation  to  the  freehold,  though  the 
strength  of  the  union  Is  not  material  If  In  fact 
it  be  annexed;  that  the  Intent  of  the  party 
aflnxing  It  is  only  Important  on  the  question 
wlicther  he  Intended  to  make  the  chattel  so  an- 
nexed a  temporary  or  a  permanent  accession  to 
the  freehold. 

The  rule  that  actual  annexation  Is  necessary 
before  a  chattel  can  be  turned  Into  realty  Is  also 
laid  down  In  Brown  v.  Llllie,  6  Nev.  244.  After 
referring  generally  to  the  cases  holding  that 
movablOM  of  a  certain  class  may  be  constructive- 
ly annexed  to  the  realty,  the  court  says:  "We 
do  not  wish  to  be  understood  as  indorsing  these 
uuthorltles.  except  so  far  as  they  hold  that  ac- 
tual annexation  to  the  soli  is  necessary.  All  the 
cases  deserving  consideration  certainly  make 
that  an  essential  requisite,  while  others  not  only 
require  an  actual  annexation,  but  something  In 
addition  thereto.'* 

And  In  Wolford  v.  Baxter,  33  Minn.  12,  53 
Am.  Rep.  1,  21  N.  W.  744.  it  Is  stated  that  the 
authorities,  while  not  agreeing  as  to  the  neces- 
sity for,  or  the  degree  of  Importance  to  be  at- 
tached to  the  fact  of,  actual  physical  annexa- 
tion, yet  that  they  generally  unite  In  holding 
that,  to  constitute  a  fixture,  the  thing  must  be 
of  an  accessory  character,  and  must  be  In  some 
way  in  actual  or  constructive  union  with  the 
principal  subject,  and  not  merely  brought  upon 
It  "To  make  a  llxtnre."  snys  the  court,  "It 
mosr  not  merely  Ik*  essential  to  the  business  of 
the  Rtruolurc.  hut  It  miisi  b«'  attached  to  it  in 
some  way ;  or,  at  least,  it  must  be  mechanically 
«0  L.  R.  A. 


fitted  so  aa,  in  ordinary  understanding,  to  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  structure  itself.  It  must 
be  permanently  attached  to,  or  the  component 
part  of  some  erection,  structure,  or  machine 
which  is  attached  to  the  freehold,  and  without 
which  the  erection,  structure  or  machine  would 
be  imperfect  or  incomplete." 

III.  Constructive  annexation 

The  criterion  of  an  Immovable  fixture  Is  the 
united  application  of  these  three  requisites: 
(1)  Real  or  constructive  annexation  of  the  arti- 
cle in  question  to  the  freehold ;  (2)  approprin 
tlon  or  adaptation  to  the  use  or  purpose  of  that 
part  of  the  realty  with  which  It  is  connected; 
(3)  the  intention  of  the  party  making  the  an- 
nexation to  make  the  article  a  permanent  ac- 
cession to  the  freehold.  Blnkley  v.  Forkner, 
117  Ind.  176,  3  L.  R.  A.  33.  19  N.  B.  753. 

Where  the  first  of  these  three  tests  may  be 
satisfied  by  constructive  annexation,  the  courts 
are  not  in  harmony  as  to  Just  how  far  the 
doctrlue  should  be  carried. 

A  thing  may  be  said  to  be  constructively  at- 
tached to  realty  where  It  has  been  annexed,  but 
Is  separated  for  a  temporary  purpose,  as  In  the 
case  of  a  millstone  removed  for  the  purpose  of 
being  dressed,  or  where  the  thing,  although 
never  physically  fixed,  Is  an  essential  part  of 
something  which  Is  fixed  ;  as  in  the  case  of  keys 
to  a  door,  or  the  loose  cover  of  a  kettle  set  in 
brick  work.  Wolford  v.  Baxter,  33  Minn.  12.  53 
Am.  Rep.  1,  21  N.  W.  744. 

Articles  held  to  be  constructively  annexed  are 
of  that  class  which,  although  movable,  and  pure 
ly  personal  property  In  themselves,  yet  form  a 
part  of,  or  are  essential  to  the  completion  of. 
something  which  Is  actually  fastened  to  the 
soil.  As  articles  embraced  in  this  class,  may  be 
mentioned,  the  doors,  windov/s,  locks,  keys, 
rings  of  a  house,  and  an  ordinary  Virginia 
rail  fence.     Brown  v.  Llllie,  6  Nev.  244. 

In  Williamson  v.  New  .lersey  Southern  R.  Co. 
29  N.  J.  Kq.  311,  It  Is  stated  that  cases  of  what 
are  called  constructive  annexation  are  only  ap 
parent  exceptions  to  the  general  rule  requiring 
actual  annexation.  The  instances  of  construct 
Ivc  annexation,  says  the  court,  such  as  keys, 
doors,  and  windows  of  a  house  removed  for  a 
temporary  purpose,  a  millstone  taken  out  of  the 
mill  to  be  picked,  the  saws  and  leather  beltlnc 
taken  to  be  repaired  or  laid  aside  for  future 
use,  and  the  like,  are  all  cases  where  the  chattel, 
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hufUcient  altering  of  its  property  nature  as 
to  convert  it  into  a  fixture,  or  into  realty. 

8  Am.  &  Eng.  Bnc.  Law,  pp.  41,  43;  Cub- 
bins  v.  Ay  res  f  4  Lea,  329. 

Mere  intention  to  put  this  material  into 
this  building  without  doing  so  is  not  suffi- 
cient to  convert  it  from  a  chattel  into  a 
fixture. 

Wolford  V.  Baxter,  33  Minn.  12,  53  Am. 
Rep.  1,  21  N.  W.  744;  Arnold  v.  Crotoder,  81 
111.  56,  21  Am.  Rep.  260;  Treadway  v. 
81\ar<m,  7  Nev.  37. 

Mr.  W.  B.  King,  for  appellee: 

Nothing  but  a  description  of  the  lot  or 
parcel  of  land  was  necessary  to  carry  with  it 
all  the  improvements  on  the  land,  and  the  ap- 
purtenances on  the  land  thereunto  belonging. 

Shannon's  Code,  S  3680;  Daly  v.  WilliSy 
5  Lea,  104. 

The  most  controlling  test  of  the  question 
whether  propertj-  connected  with  real  estate 
is  to  be  deemed  realty  or  a  mere  chattel, 
removable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  owner;  is 
the  intention  and  purpose  of  the  erection. 

Johnson  v.  Patterson,  13  Lea,  631;  Mc- 
David  V.  Wood,  5  Heisk.  95 ;  Hopewell  Mills 
V.  Taunton  Sav.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  6  L. 
R.  A.  249,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  235,  23  N.  E.  327; 
Atchison,  T.  d  S.  F.  H.  Co.  v.  Morgan,  42 
Kan.  23,  4  L.  R.  A.  284,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  471, 
21  Pac.  809. 

This  material  had  been  purchased,  togeth- 
er with  other  material,  for  the  express  pur- 


pose of  completing  the  building,  and  the  ma- 
terial had  actually  been  deposited  in  the 
building  for  that  purpose  at  the  time  of  the 
execution  of  the  trust  deed  imder  which  the 
property  was  sold;  and  part  of  it  had  been 
used,  and  was  being  used,  in  furnishing  the 
house  when  the  trust  deed  was  executed. 

Plaintiff  and  wife,  in  the  trust  deed,  ex- 
pressly covenanted  to  keep  improvementa  in 
a  good  state  of  repair  and  preservation- 
Plainftiff  moved  out  and  left  this  material  in 
the  building. 

In  determining  what  is  a  fixture  the  no- 
tion of  physical  attachment  is  exploded.  It 
is  now^  to  be  determined  by  the  character  of 
the  act  by  which  the  structure  is  put  in 
place,  the  policy  of  the  law  connected  with 
its  purpose,  and  the  intention  of  those  cod- 
cemed. 

Meigs's  Appeal,  62  Pa.  28,  1  Am.  Rep.  372. 

Constructive  annexation  is  sufficient. 

13  Am.  &.  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  603^ 
note  3. 

Articles  placed  on  the  ground  for  the  pur- 
pose of  annexation  at  once  become  part  of 
the  realty,  and  will  pass  as  such. 

Patton  V.  Moore,  16  W.  Va.  428,  37  Am. 
Rep.  789;  MoFaddenY,  Crawford,  36  W.  Va. 
671,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  894,  15  S.  E.  408; 
Hackett  v.  Amsden,  57  Vt.  432;  Conklin  ▼. 
Parsons,  2  Pinney,  264;  Palmer  v.  Forbes, 
23  111.  301 ;  McLaughlin  v.  Johnson,  46  111. 
163;  Daniel  v.  Weaver,  5  Lea,  393. 


bj  actual  annexation,  was  once  part  of  the 
realty,  and  had  been  detached  for  temporary 
purposes  without  the  intention  to  sever  it  from 
the  freehold.  Having  once  been  a  part  of  the 
realty,  removal  temporarily  without  Intent  to 
sever  permanently  does  not  reconvert  the  chat- 
tel into  personalty,  and  destroy  its  character  as 
a  fixture. 

The  following  things  have  been  declared  fix- 
tures, although  not  actually  annexed  to  the  free- 
hold :  Loom  beams  in  a  cotton  mill,  which  are 
essential  parts  of  the  looms, — Hopewell  Mills 
V.  Taunton  Sav.  Bank,  150  Mass.  519,  6  L.  R. 
A.  249,  15  Am.  St.  Eep.  235,  23  N.  B.  327; 
ice  in  an  ice  house  on  premises  sold  for  hotel 
purposes, — Hill  v.  Mundy,  89  Ky.  36,  4  L.  E.  A. 
674,  11  S.  W.  956,  detachable  chain,  which  was 
part  of  the  machinery  of  a  sawmill, — Farrar  v. 
Stackpole,  6  Me.  154,  19  Am.  Dec.  201 ;  a  hay- 
fork, which  was  part  of  a  plant  consisting  of 
a  track,  a  truck,  pulleys,  and  the  fork,  the  track 
being  attached  to  the  realty, — McCarthy  v.  Mc- 
Carthy, 20  Can.  Law  Times.  211;  machinery, 
or  parts  thereof,  temporarily  severed,  but  intend- 
ed to  be  reannexed  to  the  freehold, — Wistow's 
Case  of  Gray's  Inn,  14  Hen.  VIII.  26  b.  Cited 
in  report  of  Liford's  Case,  11  Coke,  50b ;  Grant 
V.  Wilson,  17  U.  C.  Q.  B.  144;  Wadleigh  v. 
Janvrin,  41  N.  H.  503,  77  Am.  Dec.  780;  Se- 
curity Co.  V.  Security  Co.  13  Montg.  Co.  L.  Rep. 
126;  Voorhls  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  &  S.  110, 
M  Am,  Dec.  490,  infra;  Pyle  v.  Pennock,  2 
Watts  &  S.  390,  37  Am.  Dec.  517,  infra;  ma- 
rerials  from  a  building  which  has  been  torn 
lowii.  where  they  are  Intended  to  be  used  in 
(JO  L.  K.  A. 


rebuilding, — Moore  v.  Cunningham,  23  III.  328 : 
Beard  v.  Duralde,  23  La.  Ann.  284  ;  fence  rails 
or  materials  accidentally  or  temporarily  de- 
tached, but  intended  to  be  reannexed  to  the 
land, — Goodrich  v.  Jones,  2  Hill,  142  ;  McLangh 
lin  V.  Johnson,  46  111.  163 ;  Hannibal  &  St.  J.  R. 
Co.  V.  Crawford,  68  Mo.  80;  hop  poles  taken 
down  for  the  purpose  of  gathering  the  crop,  and 
piled  up  with  the  intention  of  being  used  over 
again, — Bishop  v.  Bishop,  11  N.  Y.  123,  62  Am. 
Dec.  68  ;  (but  not  as  between  tenant  and  grantee 
of  landlord  where  the  poles  were  put  up  by 
tenant  for  his  temporary  use.  Wing  v.  Gray. 
36  Vt.  261)  ;  a  bell  taken  from  a  belfry  of  an 
old  church,  set  up  on  a  temporary  frame  on  the 
lot,  and  intended  to  be  placed  in  the  tower  of  a 
new  building, — Congregational  Soc.  v.  Fleming. 
11  Iowa,  533,  79  Am.  Dec.  511 ;  the  rolling  atook 
of  a  railroad, — Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23  III.  301. 
infra;  Titus  v.  Mabee,  25  111.  257;  Michigan  C. 
R.  Co.  V.  Chicago  &  M.  L.  S.  R.  Co.  1  III.  A  pp. 
399;  although  the  weight  of  authority  as  to 
this  last-named  class  of  property  is  the  other 
way.  For  cases  holding  the  contrary  rule,  see 
Williamson  v.  New  Jersey  Southern  R.  Co.  2» 
N.  J.  Eq.  311,  supra;  Randall  v.  Elwell.  52  N. 
Y.  521,  11  Am.  Rep.  747 ;  Hoyle  v.  Plattsborgh 
&  M.  R.  Co.  54  N.  Y.  315,  13  Am.  Rep.  595: 
Coe  V.  Columbus  P.  &  I.  R.  Co.  10  Ohio  St. 
372.  75  Am.  Dec.  518. 

IV.  Mere  intention  to  annem. 

a.  Afachinery  or  parts  thereof. 

The  oiises  are  comparatively  few  in  whtch  the 
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MoAlistev,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

The  question  to  be  solved  on  this  record  is 
whether  or  not  certain  doors,  mantels,  cas- 
ings, columns,  etc.,  deposited  in  a  building 
for  the  purpose  of  annexation,  but  which,  as 
a  matter  of  fact,  were  never  physically  at- 
tached to  the  building,  passed  to  the  pur- 
chaser under  a  mortgage  sale  of  the  prem- 
ises. 

The  facts  revealed  in  the  record  are  that 
plaintiff  and  wife  on  the  17th  day  of  June, 
1901,  executed  a  deed  of  trust  on  certain 
real  estate  to  James  T.  Dunn,  trustee,  to 
secure  an  indebtedness  to  one  D.  E.  Rose,  for 
the  sum  of  $1,000.  There  was  a  foreclosure 
of  this  trust  deed,  and  the  property  was  pur- 
chased by  M.  S.  McDougal  for  the  sum  of 
$2,100.  The  latter  sold  the  property  in  a 
short  time  thereafter  to  the  defendant,  L. 
F.  Gunn.  It  appears  that  when  the  prop- 
erty was  first  mortgaged  a  house  had  been 
erected  upon  the  premises,  which  was  not 
entirely  finished.  Prior  to  the  sale  by  the 
trustee,  the  plaintiff  movtgagor  had  bought 
certain  finishing  material,  and  deposited  it 
in  a  room  of  the  building  on  the  second  floor. 
The  material  consisted  of  doors,  mantels, 
casings,  columns,  corner  beads,  etc.,  which 
had  been  ordered  with  the  intention  of  being 
used  in  this  house,  but  none  of  it  was  at- 
tached in  any  way  to  the  building. 

It  further  appears  that  this  finishing  ma- 


terial was  not  especially  designed  for  that 
particular  house,  but  could  be  utilized  in 
any  other  residence.  The  plalntifT  lived  oii 
the  property  at  the  time  the  trust  deed  wa^ 
executed,  and  continued  to  occupy  it  until 
after  the  foreclosure  sale.  It  further  appears 
that  in  the  deed  from  the  trustee  to  the  pur- 
chaser said  material  was  not  mentioned,  nor 
was  it  mentioned  in  the  trustee's  advertise- 
ment of  the  foreclosure  sale.  There  is  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  plaintiff  at  all 
times  claimed  this  material,  and  after  the 
first  sale  gave  notice  to  the  purchaser,  Mc- 
Dougal, that  he  claimed  it.  It  is  also  shown 
that  he  notified  the  trustee  before  the  sale 
not  to  sell  this  material,  and  claimed  it  as 
his  property.  It  further  appears  that,  about 
a  year  after  L.  F.  Gimn  went  into  possession 
of  the  premises  under  his  purchase  from 
McDougal,  he  used  said  material  which  he 
found  stored  in  the  building  for  the  purpose 
of  completing  it.  Thereupon  the  plaintiff. 
Barney  Blue,  who  was  the  original  mort- 
gagor, and  had  purchased  this  material  and 
left  it  in  the  building,  brought  suit  to  re- 
cover the  sum  of  $148,  the  value  of  said 
material.  There  was  a  verdict  and  judgment 
in  the  court  below  in  favor  of  the  defendant. 
The  plaintiff  appealed  and  has  assigned 
errors. 

The  disputed  question  of  larw  is  whether 
said  material  passed,  under  the  mortgage 


attempt  has  been  made  to  have  movable  articles 
declared  fixtures  because  of  mere  intention  to 
annex  them  to  the  freehold  when  they  have 
Dever  been  actually  attached,  as  was  done  in 
Blub  v.  Qdnn  ,  and  Bybnb  v.  Webnbb.  This 
has  been  termed  mere  ideal  annexation,  and.  If 
it  may  be  said  to  be  a  species  of  constructive 
annexation.  It  marks  the  utmost  limit  that  doc- 
trine has  reached. 

The  roller-mill  cases  have  furnished  an  Inter- 
esting contribution  to  the  subject.  In  Yoorhis 
V,  Freeman,  2  Watts  &  S.  116,  37  Am.  Dec.  490, 
the  question  was  whether  a  number  of  detached 
rolls  which  were  part  of  the  machinery  of  an 
Iron  rolling  mill  were  fixtures.  The  rolls  in- 
cluded among  their  number  several  duplicates 
but  all  of  them  had  at  one  time  or  another  been 
in  actual  operation,  so  that  it  was  impossible  to 
say  which  were  proper  members  of  the  set  and 
which  were  supernumeraries.  "But  even  if 
that  could  be  told/*  says  the  court,  "all  might, 
nevertheless,  be  deemed  a  part  of  the  mill,  see- 
ing that  they  are  often  broken,  and  cannot  be 
Instantly  replaced  if  they  are  not  kept  ready  on 
hand.*'  It  was  held  that  even  the  duplicates 
were  part  of  the  realty.  The  court  gives  the 
following  curious  reason  as  the  ground  for  its 
decision :  "In  Pennsylvania,  where  a  statute 
directs  that  real  estate  shall  not  be  sold  on  exe- 
cution before  the  rents,  issues,  and  profits  shall 
have  been  found  by  an  inquest  insufficient  to 
iatisfy  the  debt  In  seven  years,  not  only  might 
this  conservative  provision  be  evaded,  but  a 
cotton  spinner,  for  instance,  whose  capital  is 
chiefly  invested  in  loose  machinery,  might  be 
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suddenly  broken  up  in  the  midst  of  a  thriving 
business,  hy  suffering  a  creditor  to  gut  his  mlH 
of  everything  which  happened  not  to  be  spiked 
and  riveted  to  the  walls,  and  sell  its  bowels,  not 
only  separately,  but  piecemeal.'* 

This  is  perhaps  the  first  instance,  says  the 
court,  in  Teaff  v.  Hewitt,  1  Ohio  St.  530,  59  Am. 
Dec.  634,  Bupra,  in  which  movable  property  was, 
by  constructive  annexation,  adjudged  parcel  of 
the  realty  for  the  avowed  reason  that  it  ought 
to  be  placed  beyond  the  convenient  reach  of 
creditors.  Nevertheless  a  similar  reason  was 
advanced  in  the  case  of  Patton  v.  Moore,  16  W. 
Va.  428,  37  Am.  Rep.  789. 

In  Pyie  v.  Pennock,  2  Watts  &  8.  890,  37  Am. 
Dec.  517,  extra  rolls  of  an  iron  rolling  mill, 
some  of  which  were  In  housings  and  some  of 
which  had  been  used,  but  had  been  removed  from 
buildings  in  which  they  had  been  accustomed  to 
run,  and  were  not  in  any  way  connected  there- 
with, were  held  to  be  part  of  the  realty.  It 
does  not  appear  from  the  report  of  this  case 
whether  any  of  the  detached  rolls  in  question 
had  never  been  fltted  or  used  in  the  mill. 

In  the  later  case  of  Johnson  v.  Mehaffey,  43 
Pa.  308,  82  Am.  Dec.  568,  the  issue  was  square- 
ly presented,  and  it  was  held  that  rolls  cast  for 
a  rolling  mill  and  paid  for  and  delivered  beside 
It.  where  they  had  lain  for  two  or  three  years  in 
a  ron^n,  unfinished  state,  did  not  pass  on  a 
sheriff's  sale  of  the  realty.  The  court  said : 
•*Do  the  rolls  go  with  the  mill  to  the  purchaser? 
The  test  question  Is,  Were  they  elementary  parts 
of  the  mill  at  the  time  of  the  sale?  And,  as 
matter  of  fact,  It  is  quite  plain  that  they  were 
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8ale,  as  fixtures,  or  whether  it  remained  the 
personal  property  of  the  original  mortgagor. 

As  already  stated,  said  material  was  not 
mentioned  in  any  of  the  various  conveyances 
of  the  property,  and  there  was  no  physical 
attacliment  of  said  material  to  the  building; 
and,  while  this  material  was  originally  pur- 
chased to  bo  affixed  to  this  building,  it  was 
commercial  finishing,  carried  in  stock  by 
dealers,  and  could  have  been  used  on  other 
buildings. 

While  the  question  thus  presented  is  of 
first  impression  in  this  state,  so  far  as  we 
are  advised,  it  seems  to  have  been  settled 
as  a  matter  of  legal  controversy  in  many 
other  states.  The  question  of  what  con- 
stitutes a  fixture  has  usually  arisen  in  cases 
where  the  article,  appurtenance,  or  material 
has  been  affixed  to  the  freehold,  and  the 
question  for  determination  in  that  class  of 
cases  was  whether  the  fixture  could  be  de- 
tached from  the  freehold;  the  solution  of 
that  question  being  dependent  generally 
upon  the  intention  of  the  parties  in  annex- 
ing it,  and  whether  the  right  of  removal 
had  been  reserved.  Tliis  phase  of  the  ques- 
tion was  fully  considered  by  this  court  at 
the  present  term  in  the  case  of  Union  Bank 
it  T.  Co,  V.  Fred  W.  Wolf  Co.  86  S.  W.  310, 
in  an  elaborate  opinion  by  Judge  Neill. 

But,  as  already  observed,  the  question  pre- 
sented by  this  record  is  whether  an  article 
which  has  been  deposited  upon  the  premises 
with  a  view  of  annexation,  and  for  the  pur- 


]K>se  of  finishing  a  building,  thereby  beconu*H 
a  part  of  the  realty,  in  such  a  sense  that  it 
passes  under  the  deed  to  the  purchaser. 

The  definition  of  a  fixture  usually  given  is. 
"An  article  which  was  a  chattel,  and  which, 
by  being  physically  annexed  or  affixed  to  the 
realty,  becomes  accessory  to  it,  and  a  part 
and  parcel  of  it.'*  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Knc.  Law, 
2d  ed.  p.  506. 

It  thus  appears  that  annexation  is  the  con- 
trolling element  in  the  very  definition  of  a 
fixture,  and  we  find,  on  examination,  that  the 
overwhelming  weight  of  authority  in  thi^ 
country  is  that  the  physical  annexation  of 
a  chattel  to  the  realty  is  necessary  in  order 
to  render  it  a  part  of  the  realty.  See  cases 
cited  in  13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p. 
600. 

But  the  question  as  to  the  necessity  of  ac- 
tual attachment  has  also  arisen  as  to  ar< 
tides  which  have  not  been  annexed  to  the 
land,  but  have  merely  been  brought  on  or 
near  to  the  land  with  the  intention  of  annex- 
ing them.  The  great  weight  of  authority  is 
that  such  articles  ^.re  still  to  be  considered 
as  chattels.  Rails  lying  on  the  land,  and  not 
yet  placed  in  a  fence,  have  been  held  to  be 
personalty.  Thweat  v.  Stamps,  67  Ala.  06: 
Robertson  v.  Phillips,  3  G.  Greene,  220: 
Harris  v.  Boovel,  85  Mich.  32,  48  N.  W.  173. 
So  of  lumber  intended  for  a  building.  Car- 
kin  V.  Babbitt,  58  N.  H.  570.  So  windows 
and  window  blinds  made  to  be  used  in  a 
house,  but  not  actually  put  in  place  and 


not :  for  the  mill  had  always  run  without  them. 
No  doubt  they  were  intended  to  be  made  a  part 
of  the  mill ;  but  we  do  not  see  bow  we  can  take 
the  iDtentlon,  without  fact,  In  order  to  declare 
what  constitutes  the  mill.  .  .  .  And,  If 
mere  Intention  could  affix  such  articles  to  the 
realty,  then  a  mere'  change  of  intention  would 
unfix  them,  or  prevent  their  becoming  affixed, 
and  we  should  thus  be  without  any  rule  at  all  to 
);ulde  us.  Besides,  it  is  rather  a  contradiction 
In  terms  to  say,  at  the  same  time,  that  they  are 
parts  of  the  structure,  and  are  intended  to  be 
made  so.  That  these  rolls  will  fit  no  other  mill 
does  not  make  them  part  of  thin  one,  or  prove 
I  hem  so.  ...  The  rolling  mill,  consint- 
\ng  of  all  Its  conHtltuent  parts,  as  It  was  actu- 
ally constructed  and  used  at  the  time  of  the 
sale,  is  all  that  passed  by  the  sale ;  and  there- 
fore these  rolls  were  not  included." 

The  two  earlier  cases  In  the  state  were  not 
referred  to  In  the  opinion. 

So,  in  England  loose  duplicate  rolls  of  a  fixed 
rolling  mill  machine  and  detached  rolls  of  dif- 
ferent sizes  for  use  in  the  machine,  and  which 
had  been  actually  fitted  to  it,  are  essential  parts 
of  the  machine ;  but  rolls  that  have  never  been 
used  in,  or  fitted  to,  the  machine,  which  require 
siimethin;;  more  to  be  done  to  them  before  they 
jire  fitted,  are  not  essential  parts  of  it.  Sx 
parte  Astbury,  L.  U.  4  Oh.  630. 

As  to  other  machinery,  it  was  held,  in  Pat- 
U)u  v.  Moore.  16  W.  Va.  428.  37  Am.  Ilep.  789, 
that  an  engine  and  boiler,  bou}?ht  by  the  owner 
of  a  mill,  and  hauled  Into  the  yard  with  the 
bona  tide  Intention  of  attaching  them  to  the 
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mill,  and  which  were  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose for  which  they  were  to  be  used,  must  be 
regarded  as  part  of  the  realty,  and  not  liable 
to  the  levy  of  an  execution  as  personal  prop- 
erty. The  reason  given  for  the  decision  was 
that  persons  involved  In  any  degree  would  not 
have  much  encouragement  to  erect  permanent 
improvements;  that  they  might  have  all  their 
arrangements  made  to  build,  their  contracts 
made,  the  mater  fa  1  all  on  the  ground,  and  that 
the  whole  scheme  might  then  be  frustrated,  and 
irreparable  loss  be  inflicted  by  the  levy  of  an 
execution  on  the  materials  thus  collected  on  the 
ground. 

The  Patton  Case  was  cited  and  followed  In 
McFadden  v.  Crawford.  36  W.  Va.  671,  32  Am. 
St.  Rep.  894,  15  S.  E.  408.  In  the  latter  case 
a  rolling  mill  company  had  purchased  two  rail- 
road spike  machines  to  be  attached  to  its  mills. 
The  machines  bad  been  shipped  on  a  car  which 
had  been  run  in  on  a  railroad  switch  belonglni? 
to  the  mill  company  upon  its  grounds.  The 
foundation  had  been  prepared  to  receive  the 
machines,  and  one  of  them  had  been  unloaded, 
and  the  other  was  still  on  the  car,  but  bad 
been  partially  moved,  when  they  were  levied  on 
as  personal  property.  The  court  held  that  they 
were  not  liable  to  seizure  and  sale  as  personal 
propert3\ 

In  Iowa  a  steam  engine  and  other  machinery 
for  a  mill  do  not  become  a  fixture  so  as  to  de- 
feat the  lien  of  a  chattel  mortgagee  as  against 
a  holder  of  a  prior  vendor's  lien  on  the  land,  al- 
though it  was  purchased  to  be  annexed,  and  It 
was   the   Intention    to   annex   it,   and    it   was 
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fafitened,  nor  oilier  wise  annexed  to  it,  are 
articles  held  not  to  be  a  part  of  the  realty. 
Peck  V.  Batchelder,  40  Vt.  233,  94  Am.  Dec. 
392.  So  of  a  stone  brought  within  a  door- 
yard  to  be  placed  as  a  doorstep.  Wood- 
man V.  Fease,  17  N.  H.  282.  And  so  of  ma- 
chinery and  parts  thereof.  Miller  v.  Wil- 
aon,  71  Iowa,  610,  33  N.  W.  128:  Burnside 
V.  Twiichell,  43  N.  H.  390.  So  the  rolling 
stock  of  a  railroad  is  held  not  to  be  treated 
as  realty.  In  Williamson  v.  Vew  Jersey 
Southern  R,  Co.  29  N.  J.  Eq.  311,  it  was 
said :  "The  criterion  above  stated,  of  actual 
annexation  to  the  freehold  as  a  rule  for  de- 
termining when  chattels  become  part  of  the 
realty,  is  as  well  settled  in  this  state  as  any 
other  rule  of  property.  Exceptions  founded 
on  financial  and  groundless  distinctions  only 
tend  to  produce  uncertainty  and  confusion 
in  the  rules  of  property,  which  should  be  per- 
manent and  uniform.  .  .  .  Tested  by  the 
foregoing  criterion,  it  is  manifest  that  the 
rolling  stock  of  a  railroad  must  be  regarded 
as  chattels  which  have  not  lost  their  dis- 
tinctive character  as  personalty  by  being  af- 
lixed  to  and  incorporated  in  the  realty.*' 

There  are  authorities  which  hold  a  con- 
trary doctrine,  being  based  on  the  theory 
that  material  deposited  on  the  land  for  the 
purpose  of  becoming  a  part  thereof,  or  ma- 
chinery deposited  in  a  house  for  the  purpose 
of  being  attached  thereto,  is,  in  the  eye 
of  the  law,  constructively  attached  thereto. 
Bat,  as  said  by  the  author  in   13  Am.  & 


Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  606:  "Of  the 
cases  treated  as  illustrations  of  construct- 
ive annexation,  some  are  merely  cases  of 
temporary  severance,  in  which  the  articles, 
though  not  at  the  time  actually  attached. 
are  treated  as  still  annexed  and  part  of  tho 
realty;  and  the  term  has  been  at  times  ap- 
plied to  deer  in  a  park,  fish  in  a  pond,  and 
doves  iTi  a  dovecote,  which  passed  to  the 
heir,  and  not  to  the  executor.*' 

This  class  of  cases  was  discussed  in  Wil- 
liamson V.  tieic  Jersey  Southern  R,  Co.  29  N. 
J.  Eq.  311.  in  which  it  was  said:  "The 
illustrations  of  doves  in  a  cote,  deer  in  a 
park,  and  fishes  in  a  pond  are  entirely  in- 
applicable to  the  present  subject.  They  go 
with  the  inheritance,  for  special  and  peculiar 
reasons.  In  Amos  &  Ferard  on  Fixtures, 
they  are  classified  imder  the  head  of  heir- 
looms,— a  class  of  property  entirely  dis- 
tinct from  fixtures."  See  also  Hoyle  v. 
Plattshurgh  d  M.  R,  Co.  54  N.  Y.  316,  13 
Am.  Rep.  596. 

It  remains  to  notice  several  cases  decided 
by  this  court  which  are  supposed  to  illus- 
trate the  policy  of  our  laws  upon  this  sub- 
ject. They  are  oases  in  which  furnishers  of 
material  for  a  building  are  allowed  a  lien  on 
the  lot  upon  which  the  building  is  to  be 
erected,  whether  the  material  was  ever  ac- 
tually used  or  not.  In  Daniel  v.  Weaver, 
5  Lea,  393,  this  court  said  it  is  not  the  actual 
use  of  the  lumber  in  repairs  to  a  building  by 
the  owner  tha."*  gives  the  furnisher  a  lien,  but 


delivered  on  the  ground  for  that  .purpose,  and 
although  work  bad  been  begun  for  the  purpone 
and  with  the  Intention  of  annexation  ;  where 
:ill  the  machinery  was  lying  on  the  ground  near 
the  mill,  01'  In  It,  but  where  none  of  it  had 
been  put  in  place.  Miller  v.  Wilson,  71  Iowa, 
«10,  33  N.  W.  128. 

And  In  New  HnmpHhlre  the  mere  fact  that 
■awB  which  have  been  kept  In  a  mill  for  a  year 
or  more,  and  never  attached,  were  purchaRed 
with  the  intention  to  be  used  as  a  part  of  the 
mill,  is  not  sufficient  to  make  them  flxturen ;  but 
other  saws,  which  have  been  set  and  uued  in 
the  mill,  are  part  of  the  real  estate.  Burn- 
side  V.  Twltchell,  43  N.  H.  390. 

\*.  MateriaU  for  uhc,  repair,  or  ra'onstructio'ii 
of  railroads. 

in  Illinois  materials  provided  for  and  de- 
signed to  be  attached  to  a  railroad  are,  for  the 
purpose  of  a  mortgage  or  conveyance,  a  part  of 
tlM?  real  estate  Itself.  Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23 
111.  .301.  In  this  case  the  controversy  was  be- 
tween mortgagee  and  execution  creditor,  and 
the  property  in  dispute  was  certain  car  wheelH. 
tar  axles,  a  quantity  of  locomotive  ties,  and 
miscellaneous  iron  and  fuel  oil.  The  court 
s»iid :  "We  are  of  opluion  that  the  rolling  stock, 
railR,  ties,  chairs,  spikes,  and  all  other  ma- 
terial brought  upon  the  ground  of  the  company 
<»ncurabered  by  the  mortgage,  and  designed  to  be 
attached  to  the  realty,  should  be  considered  as 
a  part  of  the  realty,  and  encumbered  by  the 
mor»cp"e  ns  such  ;  but  fuel  oil,  and  the  like, 
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which  are  design^.  ^  for  consumption  in  the  use 
aud  which  may  bo  sold  and  carried  away,  and 
used  as  well  for  other  purposes,  as  in  the  opera- 
tion of  the  road,  and,  when  taken  away,  have 
no  distinguishing  marks  to  show  that  they 
were  deslcrned  for  rallrond  uses,  cannot,  we 
think,  with  any  propriety,  be  treated  or  consld 
ered  as  anything  luit  personal  property,  and 
subject  to,  and  governed  by,  the  law  applicable 
to  such  property."  One  of  the  Judges  of  th<« 
court  dissented  as  to  the  opinion  that  rails, 
chairH.  spikeB,  and  ties,  drawn  upon  and  not 
attached  to  the  road,  but  intended  to  be  so. 
savored  of  the  realty,  or  passed  with  it,  by 
conveyance. 

In  W'yatt  v.  Levis  &  K.  R.  Co.  6  Quebec 
Law  Rep.  213.  It  was  held  that  railroad  fasten 
ingfl  and  sleepers  on  hand  for  the  repair  of  the 
road  were  not  Immovables  by  destination  under 
article  379  of  the  Code,  which  reads  as  follows  : 

"Movable  things  which  a  proprietor  has 
placed  on  his  real  property,  for  a  permanency, 
or  which  he  has  incorporated  therewith,  are 
Immovable  by  their  destination  so  long  as  they 
remain  there.  Thus  within  these  restrictionn. 
the  following  and  other  like  objects  are  Immov 
able;  (1)  Presses,  boilers,  stills,  vats,  aud 
tuns;  (2)  all  utensils  necessary  for  working 
forges,  paper  mills,  and  other  manufactories; 
manure,  and  the  straw  and  other  substances 
intended  for  manure,  are.  likewise,  immovable 
by  dcHti nation." 

In  Covey  v.  Pittsburg,  Ft.  W.  &  C.  R.  Co.  8 
PliUa.  17;t.  th**  question  whether  old  and  new 
rails,    and    rail    chairs,    lying    ahmg   the    track 
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the  furnishinjT  under  the  contract  for  that 
use;  and  tlie  lien  exists  whether  the  lumber 
was  used  or  not.  That  csase  involved  a  con- 
struction of  Shannon's  Code,  §  3531,  estab- 
lishing a  mechanic's  lien  and  furnisher's 
lien  on  any  lot  of  ground  or  tract  of  land 
upon  which  a  house  had  been  erected,  built, 
or  repaired,  or  fixtures  or  machinery  fur- 
nished or  erected,  or  improvements  made 
by  special  contract  with  the  owner  or  his 
agent,  in  favor  of  the  mechanic  or  under- 
taker, founder,  or  machinist  who  does  the 
work,  or  any  part  of  the  work,  or  furnishes 
the  materials,  or  any  part  of  the  materials, 
or  puts  therei^^  any  fixtures,  machinery,  or 
material,  either  of  wood  or  metal,'  and  in 
favor  of  all  persons  who  did  any  portion  of 
the  work  or  furnished  any  portion  of  the 
material  for  the  building  contemplated  in 
this  section.  Section  3539  provides :  'The  lien 
shall  include  the  building,  fixture,  or  im- 
provement, as  well  as  the  lot  or  land,  and 
continue  for  one  year  after  the  work  is  fin- 
ished or  materials  are  furnished."  The 
court,  in  dealing  with  these  two  section?, 
held  that  it  is  the  furnishing  of  the  lumber 
for  repairs,  etc.,  that  creates  the  lien;  and 
that  it  does  not  depend  upon  the  use  of  it  by 
the  purchaser  whether  the  seller  shall  have 
a  lien.  Otherwise,  by  not  using  it  for  a  year, 
the  owner  oould  entirely  defeat  the  lien  of 
the  purchaser.  Such  is  not  the  proper  con- 
struction of  said  acts,  and  this  is  made 
more  clear  by  the  provision  in  §  3539  that 
the  lien  shall  continue  for  one  year  "after 


the  work  is  finished,"  in  favor  of  thv  wof4w- 
man,  or  ''materials  are  furnished,'*  as  to 
the  furnisher.  The  furnisher  may,  there 
fore,  within  one  year  after  he  has  delivered 
the  materials  contracted  for,  have  his  rem- 
edy by  attachment  to  enforce  his  lien. 

The  case  of  Bailey  v.  Alloway,  10  Lea,  523, 
was  another  case  involving  the  furnisherV 
lien  for  repairing  and  furnishing  the  Grand 
Opera  Mouse  in  the  city  of  Nashville.  The 
question  presented  for  determination  in  that 
case  was  whether  the  things  claimed  to  have 
been  furnished  entitled  the  furnisher  to  a 
lien  on  the  houae  and  lot.  The  material 
furnished  consisted  of  stage  machinery,  such 
as  pulleys,  rollers  for  cylinders,  etc.,  ufte<l 
for  fitting  up  the  stage, — some  attached  ami 
some  not, — chairs  furnished  and  fitted  to  tin- 
floor,  and  seats  for  the  accommodation  of  thi> 
audience,  painting  the  scenery,  curtains,  and 
the  like.  The  court  held  the  nature  of  the 
thing  done  and  the  character  of  the  linu-*- 
repaired,  and  for  which  the  materials  won* 
furnished,  as  well  as  the  intent  of  the  part> 
building,  served  to  guide  to  the  correct  con- 
clusion as  to  whether  the  work  done  wa^ 
work  done  on  the  house,  and  became  part  of 
ft.  These  elements  are  better  guides  than 
the  old  idea  as  to  fixtures,  which  was  wlietli 
er  the  thing  was  permanently  attached  and 
fixed  in  or  to  the  freehold.  In  getting  up  a 
theater,  the  whole  building,  considered  in 
reference  to  its  use,  makes  the  house  con- 
tracted for.  All  that  serves  to  complete  and 
furnish  such  house  for  the  purpose  designee! 


in  readiness  for  repairs  or  reconstruction,  are 
fixtures,  was  raised,  but  not  decided ;  the  court 
taking  the  position  that  such  property  Is  not 
liable  to  selxnre  and  sale  on  execution  for  an  or- 
dinary debt  on  the  ground  of  public  policy. 
But  the  court  said  that,  Independently  of  the 
public  purpose  for  which  they  were  used, 
doubtless  they  were  liable  to  seizure. 

c.  Building    materials. 

The  attempt  to  haVe  building  materials  that 
have  never  been  attached  to  the  freehold  de- 
clared fixtures  seems  to  have  been  generally  un- 
successful. 

In  Tripp  V.  Armltage,  4  Mees.  &  W.  687,  It 
appeared  that  wooden  sash  frames  intended  to 
be  annexed  to  a  hotel  building  were  delivered 
on  the  premises  by  the  contractor,  where  they 
were  duly  approved  and  returned  to  him  for  the 
purpose  of  having  Iron  pulleys  belonging  to  the 
hotel  owners  affixed.  While  the  frames  were  in 
his  shop  he  went  into  bankruptcy.  The  own- 
ers of  the  hotel  claimed  the  property  under  the 
terms  of  their  contract  with  the  builder  as  work 
actually  done  and  fixed,  but  It  was  held  that  It 
passed  to  the  assignee. 

In  King  V.  Hedges,  1  Leach,  C.  L.  201,  a 
prisoner  was  indicted  for  stealing  six  light, 
gjaxed  window  sashes.  The  window  frames 
from  which  they  wore  taken  were  fixed  In  their 
proper  places,  but  the  sashes  were  neither  hung 
nor  beaded  in  the  frames,  but  were  fastened  In 
by  laths  nailed  across  the  frames  to  prevent 
09  L.  R,  A. 


their   falling  out.     The  court   held   that   they 
were  not  fixed  to  the  freehold. 

In  Cook  V.  Whiting,  16  III.  480,  it  was  held 
that  hewed  timbers  provided  and  Intended  for 
a  granary,  and  lying  on  the  ground  at  the  time 
it  was  sold,  did  not  pass  to  the  vendee.  The 
court,  conceding  the  vendee  to  be  strictly  pro 
tected  and  entitled  to  all  that  in  law  belongsi 
to  the  land,  said  that,  after  doing  this  in  th«* 
most  extended  sense,  it  was  unable  to  include 
these  timbers  as  fixtures  becoming  part  of  tho 
land. 

In  Banfill  v.  Twyman,  71  111.  App.  253,  Af 
firmed  in  172  HI.  128,  49  N.  E.  985,  it  ap 
peared  that  a  purchaser  of  land  at  sherlfTs  sale 
claimed  a  quantity  of  brick  and  other  build 
Ing  materials  that  had  been  brought  upon  the 
premises  for  the  purpose  of  replacing  a  build 
Ing  destroyed  by  fire.  Operations  having  been 
suspended  by  the  financial  embarrassment  of  the 
owner  of  the  land,  the  materials  In  quesUon 
had  previously  been  sold  by  the  sheriff  under 
an  execution  as  personal  property.  The  pur- 
chaser of  the  premises  claimed  the  materia ]« 
as  constructively  annexed  to  the  land,  but  the 
evidence  showed  that  he  had  impliedly  cod 
sented  to  the  prior  sale.  The  court  said  that 
It  might  be  assumed  that,  where  one  brings  n 
quantity  of  material  on  his  land  for  the  purpose 
of  building  a  permanent  structure,  there  is. 
constructively,  an  annexation  of  the  chattel* 
to  the  realty,  and  that,  were  the  owner  to  seW 
the  land  while  matters  were  in  that  <tta.?e. 
the  buyer  would  take  the  whole:  but  held  thiit 
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makes  up  the  huuso,  and  is  part  of  it  when 
completed.  Scenery-,  seats,  pulleys,  etc.,  and 
the  like,  make  up  a  necessary  part  of  a 
buildin/3;  dc<«i^ed  for  theatrical  exhibitions. 
as  much  as  do  the  counters  on  which  goods 
are  exposed  for  sale  in  a  retail  mercantile 
store.  It  is  probable  the  scenery  and  other 
articles  herein  mentioned  are  as  perma- 
nently attached  to  and  were  a  part  of  the 
Imilding  as  such  counters. 

In  atcger  v.  Arctic  Refrigerating  Co.  89 
Tenn,  453,  11  L.  R.  A.  580,  14  S.  W.  1087,  it 
was  held  that  statutes  creating  liens  upon 
real  estate  in  favor  of  those  who,  under  con- 
tract with  the  owners,  have  furnished  lum- 
ber or  m&terials  for  erection  of  buildings, 
machinery,  etc.,  thereon,  are  construed  lib- 
erally in  favor  of  lienholders,  as  regards  the 
sul)ject-ipatter  to  which  the  lien  should  at- 
tach. In  that  case  it  appears  that  the 
Vrctic  Refrigerating  Company  erected  a  fac- 
tory on  a  lot  in  Nashville  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  vapor  for  cold  storage.  By  permis- 
sion of  the  city  this  company  laid  subterran- 
ean pipes  in  the  streets,  connecting  with  Its 
factory,  to  convey  the  vapor  to  its  customers. 
P.  supplied  labor  and  materials  in  the  erec- 
tion of  the  factory,  and  also  furnished  and 
laid  down  the  pipes  in  the  streets.  It  was 
ticld  that  the  plant,  including  lot,  factory, 
pipes,  etc.,  is  an  entirety,  ard  P.'s  lien  for 
materials  furnished  or  labor  done  upon  any 
part  of  it  attached  to  the  whole. 

The  case  last  cited,  it  will  be  observed, 
does  not  even  remotely  touch  the  question 


with  whicli  we  are  dealing  in  the  presf^tl 
case. 

In  the  case  of  Grosvencr  v.  Bethell,  93 
Tenn.  679,  26  S.  W.  1090,  one  of  the  objects 
of  tiie  bill  was  to  determine  whether  or  not. 
Bethell,  the  purchaser  at  first  mortgage  sale, 
thereby  acquired  title  to  all  the  the<ater  fur- 
niture avd  fixtures;'  the  same  not  having 
been  specifically  mentioned.  It  was  held 
that  a  mortgage  by  an  incorporated  opera 
house  company,  made  after  the  purchase  of 
lot,  and  while  the  theater  buildings  were 
in  oourse  of  erection  thereon,  conveying  the 
lot  and  "all  the  buildings  and  improvements 
thereon  or  to  be  erected  thereon,*'  operates  to 
pass,  all  furniture,  fixtures,  and  furnishings 
then  or  thereafter  placed  in  the  theater 
building,  and  essential  to  its  successful  oper- 
ation; citing  H Alley  v.  Alloway,  10  Lea,  523, 
as  settling  this  question. 

In  Greicar  v.  Alloway,  3  Tenn.  Ch.  584, 
it  was  held  that  the  rollers,  pulleys,  etc.,  for 
shifting  scener}',  and  other  stage  properties, 
were  fixtures  or  machinery,  within  the  mean- 
ing of  the  mechanic's  and  furnisher's  lien 
act.  It  was  further  said  that  the  movable 
machinery  and  flying  stages  of  a  theater, 
necessary  for  the  purpose  of  theatrical  exhi- 
bitions, are  trade  fixtures,  and  removable  by 
the  tenant,  as  between  him  and  his  landlord, 
but,  as  between  the  owner  and  mechanic,  are 
subject  to  the  mechanic's  lien  law.  The 
question  whether  a  thing  is  a  fixture  or  not. 
as  between  owner  and  mechanic,  depends 
little  upon  the  mode  of  annexation.     Its  fit- 


the  plaintiff  could  not  recover  because  there 
had  been  a  severance  of  the  property  by  legal 
proceedings,  with  the  Implied  consent  of  the 
parties  themselves. 

In  Inrliano  rlnpboards,  piled  upon  land  at  the 
time  it  is  sold  and  intended  for  general  repairs, 
do  not  pass  with  a  deed  to  the  land.  H Inkle 
▼.  Hinkle,  69  Ind.  134. 

In  Woodman  v.  Pease,  17  N.  H.  282,  the 
court  held  that  a  chattel  fit  to  be  annexed  to 
the  freehold,  and  which  has  been  brought  upon 
it  with  the  Intention  on  the  part  of  the  posses- 
sor to  annex  it,  does  not  become  a  fixture, 
unless  actually  annexed  or  placed  in  position 
in  which  It  is  Intended  to  be  used,  and  in 
which  it  is  adapted  for  use.  The  court,  how- 
ever, did  not  take  the  position  that  actual  an- 
nexation is  necessary  to  constitute  a  fixture, 
stating  that  the  term  might  embrace  other 
things  than  such  as  are  denoted  by  the  word  in 
its  strict  etymological  sense.  The  question 
in  the  case  was  whether  a  stone  which  had 
been  quarried  and  brought  onto  the  land  for 
the  purpose  of  being  fitted  and  used  at  some 
future  time  In  a  doorstep  passed,  while  In  this 
condition,  to  the  vendee  upon  a  sale  of  the  land. 
The  court  derided  that  it  did  not. 

Blinds  Intended  for  a  house,  hut  not  painted, 
and  not  hung  on  the  house  to  remain  as  part 
of  It,  do  not  1)erome  annexed  to  the  house  so 
as  not  to  be  liable  to  selssure  under  an  execu- 
tion ago  Inst  the  property  of  the  builder  by 
whom  they  were  furnished,  although  the  blinds 
have  been  fitted  to  the  windows,  marked  with 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  number  corresponding  with  their  respective 
windows,  and  the  work  of  painting  them  has 
been  actually  begun.  Manchester  Mills  ▼. 
Rundlett,  23  N.  H.  271. 

In  Lonislnna  bricks  and  lumber,  lying  on  the 
premises  and  Intended  to  be  used  for  a  new 
building,  do  not  form  part  of  the  realty  under 
article  408  of  the  Civil  Tode,  which  provides 
that  "materials  arising  from  the  demolition 
of  a  building,  those  which  are  collected  for  the 
purpose  of  raising  a  new  building,  are  movables 
until  they  have  been  made  use  of  in  raising  a 
new  building.  But  if  the  materials  have  been 
separated  from  the  house  or  other  edifice  only 
for  the  purpose  of  having  it  repaired  or  added 
to,  and  with  the  Intention  of  replacing  them, 
they  preserve  the  nature  of  Immovables,  and 
are  considered  as  such.**  Beard  v.  Duralde, 
23  La.  Ann.  284. 

In  Maxwell  v.  Wlllard,  1  W.  N.  C.  355,  It  Is 
held  that  lumber,  mill  work,  sashes,  etc.,  de 
livered  on  the  premises  for  the  purpose  of 
being  used  in  a  building,  are  not  fixtures.  The 
court  stated  that  It  did  not  know  of  any  de 
clslon  which  treated  materials  or  machinery  In 
such  condition  as  fixtures.  The  roller  mill 
coses  (Yoorhls  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  &  S.  110. 
37  Am.  Dec.  490,  and  Pyle  v.  Pennock.  1* 
Watts  &  S.  390,  37  Am.  Dec.  517,  supra)  were 
the  nearest  to  It :  but  neither  of  them,  the  court 
said,  went  so  far  as  to  Include  raw  materials 
not  yet  used  at  all  In  the  building. 

In  Peck  V.  Batchelder,  40  Vt,  2:)3,  94  Am. 
Dec.  892,  a  vendee  claimed  certaln^ouble  wLii 
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ness  for  the  particular  place  where  it  is  an- 
nexed, its  being  connected  with  the  general 
business  conducted  there,  and  other  facts 
going  to  show  the  intent  of  the  owner  to 
make  one  thing  of  the  land  and  chattels  to 
carry  out  a  general  purpose,  would  have 
more  effect  upon  the  question  than  the  mode 
or  permanence  of  the  annexation.  It  ap- 
peared in  that  case  that  the  chairs  had  been 
fastened  to  the  floors  and  it  is  to  be  inferred 


that  the  other  property  was  also  in  some 
way  attached  to  the  building. 

It  is  unnecessary  to  pursue  this  line  of 
cases  any  further,  since  we  deem  the  ques- 
tion settled  by  the  great  weight  of  authority 
in  favor  of  the  contention  that  such  mate- 
rials are  not  fixtures,  and  are  removable  bf 
the  mortgagor. 

It  results  from  this  that  the  judgmemt  of 
the  Oirouit  Court  must  be  reversed. 


MICHIGAN  SUPREME  CX)URT. 


Samuel  E.  BYRNE,  Jr., 
t*. 

;Jaoob  P.  WERNER  et  mL,  Plffa.  in  Err, 


(. 


.Mich., 


.) 


A  mortiraffe  of  m  lot  on  vrliioli  stands  m 
partlAlly-  eompleted  bnlldtnir  will  pass 
cut  stone  and  structural  iron  prepared  for 
the  building  and  located  on  the  lot  mort- 
gaged and  that  adjoining,  if  the  intention 
of  the  parties  is  that  the  building  shall  be 
speedily  completed  with  the  material  at 
hand. 

iMoere,  Oh.  /.,  and  Hooker,  /.«  dl<aa»t.) 

(December  7,  1904.) 

ERROR  to  the   Circuit   Court   for   Mar- 
quette County  to  review  a  judgment  in 


favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  for  the  alleged  wrongful  conversion 
of  certain  cut  stone  and  structural  iBon. 
Revereed, 

The  facts  arf  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Ball  Sb  Ball,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error: 

Samuel  E.  Byrne,  Sr.,  was  estopped  bj 
his  words  and  acts  from  claiming  owner- 
ship of  the  material  as  against  Mr.  White, 
after  his  purchase  from  Thurber. 

Sureka  Iron  d  Steel  Works  v.  Bresnor 
han,  66  Micfa.  493,  33  N.  W.  834;  Thomas  v. 
Watt,  104  Mich.  206,  62  N.  W.  346;  Rogen 
V.  Robinson,  104  Mich.  329,  62  N.  W.  402. 

If  the  plaintiff  or  his  grantor  ever  had 
any  right  of  action,  it  was  barred  by  lapse 
of  time  before  this  suit  was  commenced. 

Bcudder  v.  Anderson,  54  Mich.  122,  19  N. 
W.  776. 


dows  and  blinds  as  part  of  the  real  estate 
bought  from  the  vendor,  who  was  a  sash  and 
door  maker.  The  windows  had  been  fitted  to 
the  window  casings  of  the  house,  but  had  not 
been  fastened  in  place  when  the  house  was  sold. 
The  blinds  were  made  for  the  house,  but  were 
never  fitted  or  put  on.  The  vendor  hid  this 
property  at  the  time  the  premises  were  sold,  and 
the  vendee  did  not  learn  of  its  existence  until 
some  time  afterwards.  The  court  held  that 
neither  the  blinds  nor  the  windows  passed  to 
the  vendee.  *'The  mere  fact,"  says  the  court, 
"that  the  defendant  had  made  some  sash,  paint- 
ed them,  and  set  glass  in  them,  intending  to  use 
them,  at  some  future  time,  in  the  construction 
of  double  windows  for  the  house,  does  not  con- 
stitute even  constructive  annexation.  In  order 
to  make  such  windows  a  part  of  the  realty, 
they  must  have  been  so  annexed  or  attached  to, 
or  used  upon,  the  building,  as  to  indicate  that 
the  owner  intended,  by  such  annexation  or  use, 
to  make  thpm  a  part  of  the  building."  The 
«*ourt  was  of  the  opinion  that  the  manner  in 
which  the  windows  had  been  put  in  showed  that 
the  owner  did  not  Intend  to  make  them  a  part 
of   the  building. 

Tn  an  early  New  York  case  It  appeared  that 
a  builder  contracted  to  build  a  house  and  fur- 
nish materials  for  it.  As  the  work  progressed 
plank  was  worked  up  on  the  premises  into 
columns  for  a  piazza.  These  columns  were 
afterwards  removed  for  convenience  to  other 
premises.  The  contractor  also  procured  for  the 
w:>  L.  K.  A. 


building  a  number  of  carved  capitals,  bases 
for  the  columns,  and  carved  window  and  door 
caps.  Before  any  of  these  materials  was  at- 
tached they  were  levied  on  under  an  execu- 
tion against  the  builder.  The  owner  of  the 
building  claimed  and  sued  to  recover  the  prop 
erty,  but  the  question  was  not  raised  whether 
it  had  become  part  of  the  real  estate  by  con- 
structive annexation,  it  seeming  to  be  assumed 
that  it  was  persoual  property;  the  only  ques 
tion  being  whether  title  had  passed  under  the 
terms  of  the  building  contract.  The  court 
stated  that  the  house  standing  on  the  plain 
tiff's  ground  became  his  as  fast  as  the  parts 
added  to  it  became  attached  so  aa  to  become 
part  of  the  freehold  ;  that  the  house  in  question 
was  real  property,  but  that  the  materials  of 
which  it  was  composed  were  personal  property, 
and  did  not  pass  to  the  plaintiff  until  ddivery. 
or  until  they  became  affixed  to  the  freehold. 
The  court  held  under  the  evidence,  therefore, 
that  title  was  not  in  plaintiff.  Johnson  v. 
Hudt,  11  Wend.  136. 

Lumber  placed  on  a  homestead  lot,  and  in 
tended  to  be  made  part  of  the  homestead  dwell- 
ing, Is  liable,  in  New  Hampshire,  to  seizun* 
under  attachment.  Until  It  becomes  part  of  the 
homestead  it  is  not  within  the  protection  of  the- 
homestead  !aw.  Carkin  v.  Babbitt,  5S  N.  H 
579. 

But,  under  the  homestead  laws  of  Wisconsin, 
lath,  shingles,  and  lumber  obtained  for  the  pur 
pose  of  repairing  a  house  occupied  as  a  dwell- 
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Thia  structural  iron  and  stone  became  a 
part  of  the  realty. 

^fanwaTing  v.  Jeniaon,  61  Mich.  117^  27 
N.  W.  899. 

The  question  of  fixture  or  no  fixture  must 
depend  upon  the  intention  of  the  parties. 

Morrison  v.  Berry,  42  Mich.  397,  36  Am. 
Rep.  446,  4  N.  W.  731;  Wheeler  v.  Bedell, 
40  Mich.  696;  Patton  v.  Moore,  16  W.  Va. 
428,  37  Am.  Rep.  789;  McFadden  v.  Craw- 
ford, 36  W.  Va.  671,  32  Am.  St.  Rep.  894, 
15  S.  E.  408. 

The  idea  that  there  must  be  an  actual 
physical  annexation  before  property,  origi- 
nally chattels,  can  become  part  of  the  realty, 
has  in  the  modem  decisions  been  gradually 
abandoned,  and  the  intent  of  the  parties  is 
now  the  real  criterion. 

Snedecker  v.  Warring,  12  N.  Y.  175;  Far- 
rar  v.  8tackpole,  6  Me.  154,  19  Am.  Dec. 
201;  Voorhia  v.  Freeman,  2  Watts  &  S.  116, 
37  Am.  Dec.  490;  Carey  v.  Bright,  58  Pa. 
85;  Hill  ▼.  Sewald,  53  Pa.  274,  91  Am.  Dec. 
209;  Overton  v.  Williston,  31  Pa.  166;  Pyle 
V.  Pennock,  2  Watts  &  S.  390,  37  Am.  Dec. 
6175  Covey  v.  Pittsburg,  Ft,  W,  d  C,  R.  Co, 
3  Phila.  173. 

Rails  placed  along  the  line  of  a  contem- 
plated fence  for  the  purpose  and  with  the  in- 
tention of  being  used  to  build  the  fence  con- 
stitute a  part  of  the  realty,  and  pass  by 
conveyance  of  the  land. 

Conklin  v.  Parsons,  1  Chand.  (Wis.)  240; 
Ripley  v.  Paige,  12  Vt.  353;  Noble  v.  Syl- 
vester, 42  Vt.  146;  Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23  111. 
301;  McLaughlin  v.  Johnson,  46  111.  163. 


Messrs.  Button  &  Culver,  for  defend- 
ant in  error: 

The  materials  were  not  real  estate. 

Crippen  v.  Morrison,  13  Mich.  23;  Harris 
V.  Scovel,  85  Mich.  32,  48  N.  W.  173;  Curtis 
V.  Leasia,  78  Mich.  483,  44  N.  W.  500; 
Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23  111.  301. 

Personal  property  does  not  become  a  fix- 
ture until  actually  in  some  form  annexed,  or 
put  to  some  use,  beneficial  and  permanent 
in  its  nature  in  connection  with  realty. 

Johnson  v.  Mehaffey,  43  Pa.  308,  82  Am. 
Dec  668;  Woodman  v.  Pease,  17  N.  H.  282; 
Peck  V.  Batchelder,  40  Vt.  233,  94  Am.  Dec. 
392;  Carkin  v.  Babbitt,  58  N.  H.  579;  Cook 
V.  Whiting,  16  111.  480. 

The  question  of  estoppel  is  a  mixed  one  of 
fact  and  law,  and  conclusions  from  the  evi- 
dence must  be  drawn  by  the  jury,  and  not 
by  the  court. 

Maawell  v.  Bay  City  Bridge  Co.  41  Mich. 
468,  2  N.  W.  639. 

On  motion  for  rehearing, 

Messrs,  Button  Sc  Heffeman,  also  for 
defendant  in  error : 

If  it  was  intended  to  have  the  materials 
covered  by  the  mortgage  before  actual  an- 
nexation) the  better  reasoning  would  require 
their  specific  description  in  the  mortgage,  as 
such,  because  ordinarily  they  would  not  be 
included  in  the  mor^ge  security  until 
after  actual  annexation. 

Jones,  Mortg.  4th  ed.  §  436.  | 

It  is  only  in  cases  of  uncertainty  that 


Ing,  and  actually  deposited  upon  the  land,  are 
exempt  from  seizure  under  an  attachment  as 
personalty,  irrespective  of  the  question  whether 
such  materials,  deposited  on  the  lot,  become 
part  of  the  realty.  Knieger  v.  Pierce,  37  Wis. 
269. 

d.  Fencing  materUOs. 


It  seems  to  be  settled  in  Vermont  that  suita- 
ble materials,  dei>0Bited  upon  a  farm  for  the 
purpose  and  with  the  intention  of  building 
necessary  fences,  pass  by  a  conveyance  of  the 
land  as  a  part  of  the  realty,  and  are  not  at- 
tachable as  personal  property.  Hackett  v. 
Amsden,  67  Vt.  432. 

In  an  earlier  case  in  the  same  state  it  was 
held  that  posts  and  rails  on  a  farm,  distributed 
in  piles  along  the  roadside,  and  intended  for 
immediate  fencing  of  the  land,  pass  with  the 
realty.     Ripley  v.  Paige,  12  Vt.  353. 

In  Wisconsin  this  is  also  held  to  be  the 
better  opinion.  The  court  says  that,  where 
rails  have  been  placed  along  the  line  of  an  in- 
tended fence,  for  the  purpose  of  being  laid  into 
the  fence,  though  not  actually  applied  to  that 
use,  thej  pass  by  a  deed  of  the  land,  there  hav- 
ing been  a  manifest  appropriation  to  the  use  of 
the  land.  Conlilin  v.  Parsons,  2  PInney  (Wis.) 
i:G4. 

In  Illinois,  on  the  contrary,  it  is  held  that 
posts  lying  on  the  ground,  and  Intended  by  the 
vendor  for  use  in  fences  on  the  land,  do  not 
09  L.  R.  A. 


pass  to  the  vendee  as  fixtures.     Cook  v.  Whit- 
ing, 16  111.  480. 

So,  In  Texas  loose  cedar  pickets  on  land  at 
the  time  it  was  sold  do  not  pass  to  the  vendee, 
the  decision  being  in  flat  conflict  with  the  Ver- 
mont and  Wisconsin  cases.  The  court  said : 
"No  matter  if  the  posts  had  been  cut  off  the 
land  bought  by  appellants  [vendees],  the  mo- 
ment they  were  severed  from  the  soil  they  be- 
came personalty,  and  did  not  pass  by  a  deed  to 
the  land,  although  they  may  have  been  cut  to 
build  a  fence  on  the  land."  Longino  v.  Wester 
(Tex.  Civ.  App.)   88  S.  W.  446. 

In  Indiana  fence  stakes,  pllecf  on  the  land 
and  intended  for  general  repairs,  do  not  pass 
with  a  deed  to  the  realty.  Hinkle  v.  Hinkle, 
69  Ind.  134. 

The  question  whether  fencing  material  passes 
to  a  vendee  of  the  land  on  which  it  is  placed 
as  part  of  the  realty  was  touched  upon  in  Mo 
Carthy  v.  McCarthy,  20  Can.  Law  Times,  211. 
The  court.  In  holding  that  certain  unattached 
rails  did  not  pass  with  the  land,  stated  that, 
while  it  might  be  that  fence  rails,  piled  along 
the  line  of  a  fence,  but  not  used  because  the 
fence  was  not  completed,  belong  to  the  free- 
hold, it  placed  its  decision  on  the  ground  that, 
so  far  as  the  evidence  showed,  there  was  an 
entire  absence  of  intent  to  erect  them  into  a 
fence. 

The  subject  was  likewise  indirectly  alluded 
to  in  Wlncher  v.  Shrewsbury,  3  III.  283,  35 
Am.  Dec.  108,  a  case  which  holds  that  fence 
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the  subject-matter  and  surrounding  circum- 
stances are  ever  permitted  to  be  gone  into. 

17  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  23. 

Unless  this  court  can  say  that,  under  the 
testimony,  the  building  materials  became  an 
integral  part  of  the  real  estate,  they  could 
not  be  considered  as  covered  by  this  mort- 
gage deed. 
"  Ripley  v.  PaigCy  12  Vt.  364. 

Oarpenter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinicm  of 
the  court: 

Plaintiff  brings  the  suit  to  recover  for 
the  conversion  of  certain  cut  stone  and 
structural  iron.  The  property  originally 
belonged  to  plaintiff's  father,  Samuel  E. 
Byrne.  Both  parties  claim  to  have  ac- 
quired his  title.  Plaintiff  claims  to  have 
acquired  it  by  a  bill  of  sale  executed  in 
1896.  It  is  defendants'  claim  that  in  1887 
the  property  in  controversy  was  transferred 
by  Samuel  E.  Byrne  to  Henry  C.  Thurber, 
and  that  they  have  acquired  Thurber's 
rights.  It  is  clear  that  defendants  have  ac- 
quired the  rights  of  Thurber,  and  that, 
therefore,  the  validity  of  their  claim  de- 
pends upon  whether  Byrne  transferred  the 
property  to  Thurber.  The  facts  respecting 
the  transfer  are  as  follows:  In  1887  Byrne 
conveyed  to  Thurber  by  a  warranty  deed 
(intended  to  be  a  mortgage)  lots  4  and  5 
of  block  17  in  the  city  of  Marquette.  At 
that  time  there  was  situated  upon  these  lots 
a  partially  completed  building  in  the  proc- 
ess of  erection.  There  was  also  situated 
on  the  land  conveyed  and  on  an  adjoining 
lot  the  cut  stone  and  structural   iron  in- 


volved in  this  case,  which  was  intended  to 
be  used  in  the  completion  of  the  building. 
The  stone  had  been  cut  and  dressed  for  the 
front  of  the  building.  Each  piece  of  the 
structural  iron  was  of  the  dimensions  pro- 
vided in  the  plan  of  the  building,  and  fit  for 
the  place  where  it  was  to  go.  At  that  time 
it  was  intended  that  the  building  would  be 
completed.  The  plan  of  completing  the 
building  was,  for  some  reason,  abandoned. 
and  defendants  used  the  stone  and  iron  for 
another  purpose.  Did  the  title  to  that 
material  pass  to  Thurber  by  his  deed  7  The 
learned  trial  judge  held  that  it  did  not.  It 
is  urged  that  the  building  material  had  not 
become  a  part  of  the  land,  and  waa,  there- 
fore, in  a  legal  sense,  personalty  at  the  time 
of  the  conveyance  to  Tliurber.  If  this  be 
true,  it  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  decisive  of 
this  controversy.  Though  the  building 
material  was  personalty,  it  is  our  duty  to  de 
clare  that  it  passed  with  the  partially  com- 
pleted building,  if  the  parties  so'  intended, 
and  if  that  intent  may  be  ascertained  from 
a  proper  construction  of  the  conveyance  of 
the  land  upon  which  said  building  stood. 
The  question  is,  then,  not  whether  the  build- 
ing material  was  in  fact  personalty,  but 
whether  it  was  intended  to  transfer  it  with 
the  conveyance  of  the  partially  complet- 
ed building.  And  this  intent  is  to  be 
determined  by  a  proper  construction  of 
the  conveyance;  that  is  (See  Xorris  v. 
Showennanf  2  Dougl.  [Mich.]  16;  Davis  v. 
Belford,  70  Mich.  120,  37  N..  W.  919),  by  ap- 
plying the  language  of  the  conveyance  to 
its  subject-matter.    No  uncertainty  results 


rails,  lying  on  the  ground  and  cut  by  a  tres- 
passer from  timber  growing  on  government 
land,  do  not  pass  with  the  land ;  the  court 
stating  that  fence  rails,  when  not  put  into  a 
fence  or  evidently  intended  to  be  so  used  on  the 
land  (which  could  not  be  Inferred  if  made  by 
a  stranger),  did  not  pass  with  It. 

And  In  Noble  v.  Sylvester,  42  Vt.  146,  the 
court,  in  holding  that  a  stone  hewn  from  a 
quarry,  and  Intended  to  be  used  in  a  tomb  else- 
where, did  not  pass  to  a  vendee  of  the  land 
from  which  it  was  cut,  and  upon  which  it  was 
suffered  to  lie  after  severance,  declared  that 
the  question  was  analogous  to  that  passed  upon 
in  the  fence  rail  cases.  Said  the  court:  '*The 
stone  may  be  regarded  as  being  governed  by  the 
same  principles  that  are  applicable  to  timber, 
fence  rails,  and  the  like,  that  have  been  re- 
moved from  the  freehold  in  fact,  but  remain 
upon  the  premises  for  the  purpose  of  being  used 
there  In  the  construction  of  fences,  etc. ;  and, 
if  on  the  land  at  the  time  the  premises  are 
conveyed,  they  will  pass  by  the  deed  :  but  If 
they  are  there,  not  for  the  purpose  of  being 
used  on  the  premises,  but  to  be  removed  else- 
where, then  they  do  not  pass  by  the  deed." 
e.  Fertilizers. 

Under  the  Constitution  of  Georgia,  requir- 
ing all  property,  with  specified  exceptions,  to 
be  taxed,  It  was  held  that  commercial  ferti- 
lizers were  subject  to  be  taxed,  although  at  the 
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time  it  was  the  purpose  of  the  owner  to  apply 
the  same  to  his  land,  which  was  also  taxed. 
Joiner  v.  Adams,  114  Ga.  389,  40  S.  E.  281. 
On  the  contrary,  it  was  held  in  Massachu- 
setts that  manure  from  the  Iwmyard  of  a 
homestead,  and  standing  in  a  pile  on  the  land, 
is  not  assets  in  the  hands  of  an  administrator, 
although  not  broken  up  or  rotten,  and  not  Is 
fit  condition  for  incorporation  into  the  aolL 
Fay  V.  Muzzey,  13  Gray,  63,  74  Am.  Dec.  619 
But  the  decision  was  placed  on  the  ground 
that  manure  made  in  the  course  of  husbandry 
upon  a  farm  is  so  attached  to  and  connected 
with  the  realty  that,  in  the  absence  of  any 
express  stipulation  to  the  contrary,  It  passes  at 
appurtenant. 

V.  Conclusion, 

From  an  examination  of  the  cases,  the  weight 
of  authority  seems  to  be  that  things  placed  on 
Iftnd  with  the  Intention  of  annexing  them  are- 
not  fixtures,  where  they  are  never  actually 
attached.  Even  in  Btrne  v.  Webneb,  which 
holds  that  the  building  material  In  question 
passed  by  the  deed.  It  will  be  observed  that  the 
question  does  not  turn  upon  whether  th<»  build- 
ing material  was  In  fact  personalty,  "but 
whether  It  was  Intended  to  transfer  it  with 
the  conveyance  of  the  partially  completed  build 
Ing;*'  which  Intent  the  court  determined  by  a 
construction  of  the  language  of  the  convey- 
ance. (rr^r^n]i^'  ^'  ^ 
Digitized  by  VjOO^li 


1904. 


Btbive  v.  VVeiimkb. 


003 


from  thia  rule.  Upon  the  land  conveyed  to 
Thurber  was  an  incomplete  building  in  the 
process  of  erection.  Situated  upon  that 
land  and  upon  the  adjoining  land  was  build- 
ing material  designed  to  be  used  for  the 
completion  of  the  building.  It  was  surely 
intended  that  the  incx>mplete  building 
should  be  transferred  to  Thurber.  It  was 
surely  intended  that  the  building  would  be 
speedily  completed  with  the  building  ma- 
terial at  hand.  And  I  think  it  therefore 
equally  certain  that  it  was  intended  that 
such  material  should  pass  with  the  convey- 
ance. In  my  judgment,  there  is  no  sound 
principle  of  law  which  compels  us  to  defeat 
this  intention.  On  the  contrary,  I  maintain 
that  is  is  our  clear  legal  duty  to  give  it 
ofTect.  I  think,  therefore,  that  the  build- 
ing material  became  the  property  of  Thur- 
Im*i-.  This  conclusion  is  sustained  by  au- 
thority. 

in  Wi8tow*a  Case  of  Qary*B  Inn  (14  Hen. 
Vill.),  cited  in  11  Coke,  506,  it  was  resolved 
that  a  millstone  temporarily  severed  from 
the  mill,  with  the  intention  that  it  should 
be  replaced,  passed  with  the  conveyance  of 
the  mill.  ''So  of  doors,  windows,  rings,  etc. 
The  same  law  of  keys,  although  they  are 
ilistinct  things,  yet  they  shall  pass  with 
the  house."  In  Conklin  v.  Parsons,  1  Chand. 
(Wis.)  240,  is  was  held  that  rails  placed 
along  the  boundary  line,  "not  laid  up  into  a 
fence,  but  which  had  been  placed  on  the  land 
for  the  purpose  of  building  the  fence,"  passed 
with  the  conveyance  of  the  land.  In  Rip- 
ley y.  Paige,  12  Vt.  354,  there  was  a  contro- 
versy at  to  whether  certain  rails  passed 
with  the  conveyance  of  land  from  plaintiff 
to  defendant.  Defendant  offered  to  prove 
that  when  the  conveyance  was  made  the 
rails  were  distributed  upon  the  farm  for 
the  purpose  of  being  there  erected  into  a 
fence.  The  court  said:  "Upon  this  branch 
(»f  the  case  we  are  inclined  to  regard  the 
rails,  if  it  was  evident  from  the  manner  of 
their  distribution  upon  the  land,  and  other 
appearances,  that  they  were  designed  *  for 
immediate  use  in  fencing  the  land,  as  we 
should  the  materials  of  a  fence  accidentally 
fallen  down,  or  of  one  purposely  taken  down 
to  be  immediately  reconstructed,  or  those  of 
an  intended  wall  distributed  in  like  manner. 
As  fences  always  pass  by  a  deed  of  the  soil 
on  which  they  stand  if  the  grantor  has  an 
unrestricted  right  to  convey  both,  so  we 
are  disposed  to  think  that  such  materials 
for  a  fence  may,  in  all  these  cases,  as 
against  the  grantor,  be  treated  as  being 
within  the  operation  of  his  deed."  In 
Havkett  v.  Amsden,  57  Vt.  432,  it  was  held 
tiiat  stone  posts,  which  it  seems  were  de 
posited  on  a  farm  for  the  purpose  and  with 
the  intention  of  building  necessary  fences, 
Gy  L.  R.  A. 


could  not  be  seized  and  sold  as  personalty; 
the  court  saying:  "Whatever  the  rule  may 
be  elsewhere,  it  seems  to  be  settled  in  this 
state  that  suitable  materials,  deposited 
upon  a  farm  for  the  purpose  and  with  the 
intention  of  building  necessary  fences  with 
them  thereon,  pass  by  a  conveyance  of  the 
land  as  a  part  of  the  realty."  In  Wadleigh 
V.  Janvrin,  41  N.  H.  603,  77  Am.  Dec.  780. 
it  was  held  that  certain  stanchion  timbers, 
staples,  tie  chains,  and  planks,  which  had 
been  removed  from  a  barn  for  the  purpose 
of  making  repairs,  passed  to  plaintiff  by  a 
conveyance  from  defendant  of  the  land  upon 
which  the  barn  stood,  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  the  latter  had  formed  a  plan  un 
known  to  the  former  to  make  changes  in 
the  bam  and  to  dispense  with  their  use. 
The  court  said:  "It  was  entirely  imma- 
terial what  purpose  the  defendant  had 
formed,  so  long  as  he  had  not  carried  it 
out.  By  the  conveyance  the  barn  passed 
to  the  plaintiff  just  as  it  then  was,  with 
the  portions  afterwards  carried  off  by  the 
defendant  dissevered  from  the  rest.  The 
plaintiff  saw  the  barn  in  the  process  of  re- 
pair. He  had  a  right  to  infer,  and  to  act 
upon  the  inference,  that  the  dissevered  por- 
tions constituted  an  integral  portion  of  the 
edifice."  In  Palmer  v.  Forbes,  23  111.  301,  it 
was  held  that  the  title  to  rolling  stock  and 
the  material  provided  for  the  repair  of 
tracks  was  transferred  by  a  mortgage  of  the 
real  estate  of  a  railroad  company ;  the  court 
saying:  "It  is  a  familiar  principle  to  all 
that  rails  hauled  onto  the  land  designed 
to  be  laid  into  a  fence,  or  timber  for  a 
building,  although  not  yet  raised,  by  lying 
around  loose  and  in  no  way  attached  to  the 
soil,  are  treated  as  a  part  of  the  realty, 
and  pass  with  the  land  as  appurtenances." 
(This  decision  and  reasoning  go  farther 
than  it  is  necessary  for  us  to  go  in  the  case 
at  bar.)  In  McLaughlin  v.  Johnson,  46 
IlL  163,  it  was  held  that  rails  which  had 
once  been  and  which  were  intended  to  again 
be  used  for  a  fence  passed  with  the  con- 
veyance of  the  land  notwithstanding  the 
fact  that  at  the  time  of  such  conveyance 
they  were  actually  in  temporary  use  on 
adjoining  land.  See  also  Curtis  v.  Leasia, 
78  Mich.  480,  44  N.  W.  600.  Harris  v. 
Scovely  85  Mich.  32,  48  N.  W.  173,  is  not 
inconsistent  with  these  views.  There  it  was 
held  that  rails  piled  on  land  did  not  pass 
with  its  conveyance.  The  rails  had  once 
formed  part  of  a  fence.  The  grantor 
had  taken  down  the  fence  because  it  was 
no  longer  needed,  intending  to  use  the 
rails  elsewliere.  It  is  clear  that  there 
was  no  ground  upon  wliich  the  grantee 
could  assert  that  it  was  intended  that  the 
rails    should    pass    with    the    land,    John- 
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son  V.  Mrhaffcy,  43  Pa.  308,  82  Am.  Dec. 
.168,  relied  upon  by  plaintiff  and  the  learned 
trial  judge,  is,  in  my  judgment,  clearly 
distinguishable  from  the  case  at  bar.  In 
that  case  it  was  held  that  rolls  originally 
purchased  to  be  put  in  a  mill  did  not  pass 
upon  a  conveyance  of  the  mill.  At  the 
time  of  the  sale  these  rolls  had  for  nearly 
three  years  remained  on  the  property,  un- 
used, and  in  a  rough,  unfinished  state. 
They  were  not  necessary  to  the  operation  of 
the  mill^  for  the  mill  had  always  run  with- 
out them.  This  afforded  a  ground  for  say- 
ing that  it  was  not  intended  that  the  rolls 
should  pass  to  the  purchaser  of  the  mill. 
That  ground  does  not  exist  in  this  case, 
for  the  building  material  in  question  wms 
necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  building. 
Woodman  v.  Pease,  17  N.  H.  282,  cited  by 
plaintiff,  is  veiy  similar  to  Johnson  v.  Me- 
kaffey,  43  Pa.  308,  82  Am.  Dec.  568,  and 
is  likewise  distinguishable  from  the  case  at 
bar.  It  is  true  that  the  court,  in  deciding 
each  of  these  cases,  stated  that  personalty 
does  not  become  a  part  of  real  estate  until 
actually  annexed  thereto.  If  by  this  i1 
was  intended  to  assert  that,  notwithstand- 
ing the  obvious  intent  of  the  parties,  prop 
erty  originally  personalty,  will  not,  unless 
actually  annexed  thereto,  pass  on  a  convey- 
ance of  real  estate,  the  court  made  a  state- 
ment not  necessary  to  its  decision, — which 
might  have  rested  upon  the  intention  of  the 
parties  concerned, — and  which,  as  already 
indicated,  I  cannot  approve.  Other  cases 
cited  by  plaintiff  are  even  more  easily  dis- 
tinguishable. In  Cook  y.  Whiting,  16  111. 
480,  it  was  held  that  the  ^'simple  intention" 
of  the  vendor,  before  he  sold  his  farm,  to 
erect  posts  into  a  fence  and  hewed  timber 
into  a  granary^  without  having  done  any- 
thing towards  those  objects  more  than  to 
haul  said  posts  and  timber  onto  the  farm, 
**is  not  sufficient  to  pass  the  property  in 
said  posts  and  timber."  In  Peck  v.  Batch- 
elder,  40  Vt.  233,  04  Am.  Dec.  302,  the  court 
gave  effect  to  the  obvious  intention  of  the 
parties  in  deciding  that  certain  property, 
viz.,  detached  extra  blinds  and  windows, 
aid  not  pass  with  the  sale  of  the  house,  it 
was  held  in  Carkin  v.  Babbitt,  58  N.  H. 
579,  where  the  controversy  arose  between 
tne  owner  and  an  attaching  creditor,  that 
lumber  designed  for  the  erection  of  a  house 
was  personalty.  The  facts  in  that  case  were 
very  unlike  those  in  the  case  at  bar.  The 
lumber  was  "neither  in  form  nor  position 
jis  it  was  designed  to  be  permanently  used." 
There  was  nothing  *'to  distinguish  it  from 
ordinary  lumber  suitable  for  building  pur- 
poses." Nor  could  the  court  apply  in  tliat 
case  the  principles  npplicahlo  to  a  oontro- 
vpvsy  between  mortgagor  and  mortgaget*, 
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I  think,  therefore,  that  the  defendant « 
were  entitled  to  a  verdict,  and  that  ike 
judgment  should  be  reversed,  with  costs, 
and  a  new  trial  ordered. 

Grant  and  MontKomery,  JJ.,  concur. 

Moore,  Gh.  J.,  dissenting. 

In  1886,  Samuel  £.  Byrne,  father  of  the 
plaintiff,  was  the  owner  of  part  of  lots  4 
''and  5  of  block  17  in  Marquette,  and  com- 
menced the  erection  of  a  building  thereon. 
He  had  plans  and  specifications  drawn^ 
specifying  each  piece  of  structural  iron  to  go 
into  the  building,  with  the  size  and  length 
of  each  piece.  He  ordered  a  considerable 
quantity  of  structural  iron,  each  piece  of 
which  was  of  the  dimensions  provided  in 
his  plans,  and  fitted  for  the  place  where  it 
was  to  go.  After  commencing  to  lay  the 
foundation,  he  bought  some  of  the  structur- 
al iron  upon  the  premises  and  some  on  an 
adjoining  lot,  where  it  would  be  most  con- 
venient to  put  into  the  building.  He  also 
purchased  some  building  stone,  which  was 
cut  and  dressed  for  tlie  front  of  the  building 
by  the  masons  hired  by  him,  some  of  which 
were  on  the  premises  and  some  on  the  ad- 
joining lot.  He  continued  the  work  of 
building  until  the  following  year.  A  con- 
siderable quantity  of  the  structural  iron  was 
built  into  the  structure  and  some  of  the 
stone  was  used.  After  finishing  the  base- 
ment story,  the  work  was  suspended,  but  Mr. 
Byrne  intended  to  go  on  with  the  work,  and 
the  iron  and  stone  were  left  there  for  that 
purpose.  Mr.  Byrne  gave  Mr.  Thurber  a 
warranty  deed  of  the  premises  April  20. 
1887,  and  no  work  was  done  on  the  building 
after  that  time.  The  deed  was  intended 
to  operate  as  a  mortgage,  and  Byrne  ex- 
pected, notwithstanding  Che  deed,  to  com- 
plete the  building.  Mr.  Byrne  had,  in  1883. 
mortgaged  the  premises  to  one  Michael 
Hagerty  to  secure  the  payment  of  $2,.>00, 
which  remained  unpaid.  He  also  executed 
mortgages  on  the  property, — one  to  Camp- 
bell &  Wilkinson,  February  14,  1885,  for 
$1,100,  and  one  to  James  Dwyer,  July  20. 
1887,  for  $1,400.  The  Thurber  title  wa- 
sold  on  execution  July  13,  1889,  for  $2,000. 
Henrj'  C.  Thurber,  by  warranty  deed  dated 
April  23,  1889,  acknowledged  February  4. 
1890,  conveyed  the  premises  to  Peter  White 
for  $4,000.  After  making  this  purchase 
from  Thurber,  Mr.  White  purchased  ali 
these  other  mortgages  and  the  execution 
lien.  The  several  deeds  and  mortgage^ 
above  enumerated  covered  the  real  estate, 
and  made  no  mention  of  building  material. 
The  structural  iron  and  stone  remained  on 
the  premises  as  they  were  left  at  the  suspen- 
sion of  building  operations.     April  15,  1902. 
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Mr.  White,  by  warranty  deed,  coiivpyed  the 
premises  to  the  defendants.  The  deed, 
when  first  dravm,  included  the  building 
material  on  the  premises,  for  which  this 
suit  was  brought;  but,  at  the  request  of 
the  defendants,  it  was  stricken  out  of  the 
deed,  and  a  separate  bill  of  sale  was  given 
for  it.  Defendants  moved  the  material  out 
of  the  way,  and  proceeded  to  put  up  a  busi- 
ness building  on  the  premises,  using  there- 
in a  small  portion  of  the  material  involved 
in  this  suit,  and  disposing  of  the  rest. 
Samuel  E.  Byrne  executed  a  bill  of  sale  of 
the  said  building  material  to  the  plaintiff 
May,  20,  1^96.  The  plaintiff  brought  an 
action  of  trover  for  this  building  material, 
and  recovered  judgment.  A  motion  for  a 
new  trial  was  made,  which  was  overruled. 
The  case  is  brought  here  by  writ  of  error. 

In  overruling  the  motion  for  a  new  trial 
the  circuit  judge  filed  a  written  statement, 
which  states  so  admirably  the  questions  in- 
volved that  we  produce  it  here: 

''(1)  The  first  reason  assigned  for  the 
motion  is  that  the  court  erred  in  refusing 
to  charge  the  jury  as  requested  by  defend- 
ants' counsel  in  the  first  request.  This  re- 
quest related  to  the  subject  of  fixtures,  and 
was  to  the  efifect  that  the  property  which 
was  the  subject-matter  of  this  suit  passed 
by  virtue  of  the  deed  from  Samuel  £.  Byrne, 
Sr.,  to  Thurber.  This  deed  was  in  the  usual 
form  of  a  deed  of  lands.  There  was  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  it  was  intended 
by  the  parties  thereto  to  be  a  mortgage. 
But  as  the  rule,  when  applied  to  mortgages, 
is  no  more  favorable  to  the  plaintiff  than 
when  applied  to  a  deed,  it  is  not  very  ma- 
terial here.  I  refused  this  request  at  the 
trial  upon  a  somewhat  hasty  examination 
of  such  authorities  as  were  at  hand.  A 
more  careful  examination  of  the  authorities 
has  confirmed  my  position  at  the  trial.  The 
evidence  was  undisputed  that  Samuel  E. 
Byrne,  Sr.,  had  as  early  as  1886  or  1887 
commenced  the  erection  of  a  building,  and 
bad  purchased  the  structural  Iron  and  stone 
in  question  to  go  into  the  building,  and  that 
the  same  had  been  prepared  for  the  build- 
ing, and  had  been  delivered  upon  or  near 
the  premises,  with  the  intention  to  place 
the  same  in  the  structure.  My  recollection 
of  the  evidence  is  that  work  on  the  build- 
ing had  ceased  for  want  of  fundh  at  the  time 
of  the  deed  to  Tluirber,  but  of  thin  I  am  not 
positive.  It  certainly  had  ceased  before 
the  deed  to  White.  These  were  articles  to 
lie  annexed  to  the  land.  'The  question  as  to 
the  neceHHity  of  actual  annexation  also 
arises  as  to  articles  which  have  not  yet  been 
annexed  to  the  land,  but  have  merely  been 
l»rouj;ht  on  or  near  the  land  with  the  in- 
tention of  annexing  them.  Such  articles 
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are,  by  the  weight  of  autliority,  perhaps  to 
be  considered  as  still  iwrsonalty,  though 
the  contrary  has  quite  frequently  been  de- 
cided.' 13  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  2d  ed. 
pp.  601,  602,  and  cases  there  cited.  It  seems 
to  me  that  it  cannot  be  said  that  this  iron 
and  stone  formed  or  constituted  a  neces- 
sary accessory  to  the  enjoyment  of  the  land, 
which  seems  to  be  the  rule  laid  down  by 
some  of  the  courts  as  the  true  test  where 
annexation  had  not  actually  taken  place. 
Much  of  the  iron  in  question  never  went 
into  the  building  since  erected  by  the  de- 
fendants, but  was  exchanged  for  that  more 
modem  and  suitable.  The  old  rule  seems 
to  have  been  that  there  must  be  physical 
annexation,  but  under  some  circumstances 
that  rule  has  been  relaxed  where  the  article 
is  shown  to  be  a  necessary  accessory  to  the 
enjoyment  of  the  land.  The  fact  that  a 
place  was  prepared  in  which  to  put  an  ar- 
ticle does  not  necessarily  make  the  article 
part  of  the  realty.  Id.  pp.  608,  610.  Not- 
withstanding the  language  of  our  supreme 
court  in  the  case  of  Ciurtia  v.  LecMta,  78 
Mich.,  at  page  483,  44  N.  W.  500,  I  under- 
stand that  in  a  case  like  the  one  under  con-, 
sideration  the  question  may  be  said  to  be  an 
open  one  in  this  state. 

''Having  ruled  as  I  did  upon  the  trial, 
and  finding  upon  further  examination  no 
reason  to  change  the  ruling,  I  feel  like  ad- 
hering to  the  ruling,  and  must  refuse  a 
new  trial  upon  this  ground.  Upon  this  sub- 
ject I  refer  to  the  following  case:  The  rea- 
soning of  Lowrie,  Ch.  J.,  speaking  for  the 
court,  in  Johnson  v.  Mehaffey,  43  Pa.  308, 
82  Am.  Dec.  568,  is  very  satisfactory.  The 
action  was  replevin  for  two  rolls  which  had 
been  cast  for  a  certain  rolling  mill.  The 
mill  was  sold  to  the  plaintiff,  who  claimed 
th :  rolls.  The  rolls  had  been  sold  on  execu- 
tion as  the  personal  property  of  the  grantor. 
The  rolls  had  been  paid  for  and  delivered 
at  the  mill,  where  they  remained  for  about 
three  years,  in  a  rough  and  unfinished  con- 
dition, without  having  been  put  into  the 
mill.  After  stating  these  facts,  the  court 
said :  'These  rolls  were  cast  for  this  rolling' 
mill,  and  paid  for  and  delivered  beside  it, 
and  lay  there  two  or  three  years  without 
being  turned  or  finished  off  or  put  into  the 
mill,  and  then  the  mill  was  sold  by  the  sher- 
iff. Do  the  rolls  go  with  the  mill  to  the 
purchaser?  The  test  question  is,  Were  they 
elementary  parts  of  the  mill  at  the  time  of 
the  sale?  And  as  matter  of  fact  it  is  quite 
plain  that  they  were  not,  for  the  mill  had 
always  run  without  them.  Mo  doubt  they 
were  intended  to  be  made  part  of  the  mill, 
but  we  do  not  see  how  we  can  take  the  inten- 
tion, without  fact,  in  order  to  declare  what 
constitutes  the   mill.     If   we   do,   then    the 
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sale  of  a  hulf- built  or  ha  If -ruined  house 
would  include  all  the  materials  provided 
for  its  completion  or  repair.  A  very  provi- 
dent man  is  quite*  sure  to  have  on  hand  ma- 
terials which  he  sees  will  some  time  be 
necessary  for  repair  of  his  works  or  for  sup- 
plying deficiencies  in  them;  but  his  having 
them  with  this  intention  does  not  make 
them  constituent  parts  of  his  works.  Thus, 
he  will  provide  extra  saws  for  a  sawmill,  or 
bolting  cloth  for  a  flour  mill,  or  extra  cast- 
ings for  the  running  gear,  or  lumber,  nails, 
screws,  and  other  materials,  to  make  im- 
provements or  repairs;  but  this  prudencp 
does  not  convert  personal  into  real  property, 
so  long  as  the  fact  remains  that  they  are 
not  yet  made  constituent  elements  of  the 
mill  or  other  structure.  That  fact  we  can 
ascertain  and  define  with  reasonal)le  cer- 
tainty; but  we  can  have  no  measure  for  the 
ever-varying  degrees  of  prudent  forethought. 
And,  if  mere  intention  could  afilx  such  ar- 
ticles to  the  realty,  then  a  mere  change  of 
intention  would  unfix  them,  or  prevent 
their  becoming  affixed,  and  we  should  thus 
be  without  any  rule  at  all  to  guide  us. 
RosidcH,  it  is  rather  a  contradiction  in 
terms  to  say  at  the  same  time  that  they  are 
parts  of  the  structure,  and  are  intended  to 
lie  made  so.  That  these  rolls  will  fit  no 
other  mill  dors  not  make  them  part  of  this 
one,  or  prove  them  so.  Furniture  for  a 
dwelling  house,  shelving  and  drawers  Tor  a 
store,  boilers  and  flywheel  for  an  engine,  the 
frame  for  an  addition  to  a  house,  have  of- 
ten this  very  peculiarity,  and  great  loss 
would  arise  if  they  should  not  be  applied 
nrrordinnr  to  the  intention  with  which  they 
were  made;  yet  they  cannot  be  a  part  of  the 
real  estate  without  a  purpose  of  annexation 
actually  effectuated,  though  this  peculiarity 
of  adojjtion  may,  by  inference  or  corrobo- 
ration, supply  the  want  or  the  weakness  of 
direct  evidence  of  annexation,  whenever  this 
fact  can  be  reasonably  said  to  be  left  in 
doubt  by  the  other  evidence.' 

"(2)  It  will  be  borne  in  mind  that  de- 
fendants' requests  upon  the  subject  of 
abandonment  were  all  given.  The  second 
reason  for  the  motion  is  that  the  jury  disre- 
garded the  clear  weight  of  evidence  and  the 
charge  of  the  court  upon  this  subject.  The 
jury  was  charged  that  abandonment  is  the 
relinquishment  or  surrender  of  rights  or 
property  by  one  person  to  another;  that  it 
includes  both  the  intention  to  abandon  and 
the  external  act  by  which  the  intention  is 
carried  into  effect;  that  to  constitute  an 
abandonment  there  must  be  the  concurrenco 
of  the  intention  to  abandon  and  the  actual 
relinquishment  of  the  property,  so  that  it 
may  be  appropriated  by  the  next  comer.  In 
view  of  the  fact  that  Samuel  E.  Byrne.  Sr.. 
«9  L.  K.  A. 


had  in  1896  made  a  bill  of  sale  of  this  prop 
erty  to  the  plaintiff,  and  that  both  the  plain- 
tiff and  his  vendor  testified  that  they  never 
intended  to  abandon  it,  I  cannot  say  that  the 
verdict  was  against  the  clear  weight  of  the 
evidence  upon  this  subject. 

"(3)  Upon  the  question  of  adverse  pos- 
session or  the  statute  of  limitations  the  jury 
were  charged  as  requested  by  defendants' 
counsel.  Now  for  the  first  time  defendants' 
counsel  take  the  position  that  'the  uncon- 
tradicted evidence  of  the  case  showed  con- 
tinued adverse  possession  of  the  property  by 
the  defendants  and  their  grantor  for  more 
than  six  years  prior  to  the  b^inning  of  the 
suit.'  The  evidence  showed  that  the  lot  and 
real  estate,  with  a  partially  constructed 
wall,  had  been  unoccupied  for  a  long  term  of 
years  before  the  defendants  commenced  the 
erection  of  their  building  in  1902.  The 
premises  near  the  sidewalk  were  in  a  some- 
what dangerous  condition,  as  they  were  up- 
on a  level  with  the  walk,  and  Mr.  White 
had  placed  guards  there  to  prevent  persons 
from  going  upon  the  wall,  and  a  small  candy 
store  had  stood  there  for  a  short  time.  I  do 
not  think  that  there  was  any  evidence  that 
Mr.  White  had  done  or  performed  any  act 
that  would  indicate  that  he  claimed  to  own 
the  structural  iron  and  stone  that  lay 
loosely  scattered  about,  upon,  and  near  the 
premises  covered  by  his  deed.  In  fact,  all 
of  his  acts  were  more  consistent  with  asser- 
tion of  ownership  of  the  real  estate,  than 
with  an  open,  adverse  claim  of  the  owner- 
ship of  this  personal  property,  until  he  sold 
the  same  by  bill  of  sale  to  the  defendants  in 
1902.  So  I  cannot  agree  with  defendants' 
counsel  that  the  verdict  was  even  against 
the  weight  of  the  evidence  upon  tThis  subject. 

"(4)  The  court,  upon  its  own  motion, 
and  without  request  from  defendants'  coun- 
sel, fully  charged  the  jury  upon  the  subject 
of  estoppel.  Defendants'  counsel  claim 
that  the  jury  disregarded  the  evidence  in 
the  case  and  the  charge  of  the  court,  and 
that  defendants  were  entitled  to  a  verdict 
upon  that  ground."  In  the  light  of  the  tes- 
timony  of  Samuel  E.  Byrne,  Sr.,  it  is  not 
fair  to  say  that  the  evidence  upon  this  sub- 
ject WHS  undisputed.  A  question  of  fact  wa* 
raised  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  White  and 
Mr.  Hyme.  which  was  for  the  jury  to  con- 
sider. Mr.  White  had  testified  to  tiie  repre- 
sentations claimed  to  have  been  made  by 
Byrne  that  all  of  the  material  went  with 
the  premises,  and  thsit  relying  upon  that, 
he  purchased  from  Mr.  Thurber,  in  the 
sprinjr  of  1.S8J*.  and  that  he  and  ThuHier. 
walked  u|mn  the  premises,  and  that  he  then 
took  possession  of  this  personal  property. 
It  appeared  by  reference  to  the  deed  from 
'I'hurber  that  it  was  executed  in  Washing- 
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ton,  D.  C.  some  time  after  its  date.  There 
is  no  doubt  that  this  fact  may  have  influ- 
t*nced  the  jury.  It  was  unexplained  by  Mr. 
Wliite.  It  also  appeared  that  at  the  time 
Mr.  Byrne,  Sr.,  had  a  talk  with  Mr.  White 
about  his  getting  a  deed  from  Thurber,  he, 
Hyrne«  contemplated  finishing  the  building. 
Had  the  building  been  completed,  this  ma- 
terial would,  in  all  probability,  have  gone 
into  it,  and  the  security  or  value  of  the 
property  would  have  been  increased.  So 
there  was  some  force  in  Mr.  Byrne's  claim 
in  his  testimony  tliat,  while  he  did  refer  to 
the  material  as  possessing  a  value,  he  did 
not  say  that  it  went  with  the  land.  I 
dimply  refer  to  this  to  show  that  there  was 
liere  a  question  of  fact  for  the  jury,  and 
that  I  cannot  say,  as  matter  of  law,  that  the 
defendants  were  entitled  to  a  verdict  upon 
the  ground  of  estoppel. 

[t  is  said  the  court  erred  in  admitting  the 
testimony  of  Byrne  as  to  the  gross  cost  of 
the  structural  iron.  Mr.  Byrne  had  testi- 
fied that  the  structural  iron  cost  him  $62 
a  ton;  that  it  had  remained  about  the 
same  price  from  then  until  now,  and  that 
he  did  not  think  over  a  fourth  was  affixed 
to  the  structure;  that  he  was  positive  not 
more  than  a  third  wa*^  affixed.  He  was 
then  asked  for  its  ^oss  purcnase  price, 
and  the  judge  said  that  in  connection  with 
his  other  testimony,  where  he  stated  he 
thinks  there  has  been  no  change,  he  would, 
for  that  reason  only,  permit  the  answer. 
We  think  this  ruling  was  not  error.  See 
Kendrick  v.  Beard,  90  Mich.  689,  61  N.  W. 
«45;  Johnston  v.  Farmers*  F,  Ins.  Co.  106 
*  Mich.  96,  64  N.  W.  5. 

It  is  said  the  evidence  did  not  warrant 
a  verdict  for  the  plaintiff,  and  the  court 
erred  in  submitting  the  case  to  the  jury. 
( 1 )  Samuel  E.  Byrne,  Sr.,  was  estopped  by 
his  words  and  acts  from  claiming  owner- 
ship of  the  materials  as  against  Mr.  White 
after  his  purchase  from  Thurber.  (2)  If 
the  plaintiff,  or  his  grantor,  ever  had  any 
right  of  action,  it  was  barred  by  lapse  of 
time  before  this  suit  was  commenced.  There 
is  nothing  in  the  record  to  show  the  judge 
was  requested  to  take  the  case  from  the 
jury.  Upon  the  question  of  estoppel  the 
jury  was  charged:  "I  first  call  your  atten- 
tion to  this  question  of  estoppel  that  is 
claimed  here  by  the  defendants  in  this  case. 
It  seems  that  at  one  time  this  property  had 
>)een  deeded  by  Mr.  Byrne,  Sr.,  to  Mr.  Thur- 
ber, of  this  city,  and  subsequently  Mr. 
White  obtained  the  interest  that  Mr.  Thur- 
ber had  by  a  deed  of  conveyance  made  in 
1889,  as  I  remember  it.  The  claim  of  Mr. 
White  here  is  that  before  he  made  the  pur- 
chase from  Mr.  Thurber  of  the  land  or  any 
of  thi«  property  that  he  had  certain  conver- 
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sations  with  Mr.  Byrne,  Sr.,  at  a  time  when 
Mr.   Byrne   had   not  yet   parted  with  this 
property  by  his  bill  of  sale  to  his  son,  and 
the  claim  of  Mr.  White  is  that  at  an  inter- 
view had  between  him  and  Mr.  Byrne,  at 
which  Mr.  Byrne  desired  him    (White)    to 
obtain  the  interest  of  Mr.  Thurber,  that  Mr. 
White  expressed  the  belief  that  the  prop- 
erty was  not  worth  the  amount  he  would 
have   to   pay   Mr.    Thurber.    together   with 
the   mortgages   that  were   upon   the   prop- 
erty,—referring   to    the    Campbell    &    Wil- 
kinson    mortgage,     the     Dwyer     mortgage, 
and  the  Hagerty  mortgage;  and  Mr.  White 
claims   before   you   in   his   testimony   that 
Mr.  Byrne  said  to  him:  'There  is  a  great 
deal  there  you  don't  see,   that  you   don't 
count.     There  is  material  enough  to  almost 
finish  the  building.     It  all  goes  with   it.' 
And  Mr.  White  claims  that  in  many  talks 
had  with  Mr.  Byrne  before  he  (White)  be- 
came  interested    by   purchasing   from   Mr. 
Thurber,  Mr.   Byrne  said  to  him  that  the 
property  would  all   pass  if  he  dealt  Mih 
Thurber,  and  belonged  to  the  property,  and 
would  go  into  and  with  the  lot  or  the  build- 
ing.    Now,  gentlemen,  the  first  question  that 
arises  is.  Was  this  statement  made  by  Mr. 
Byrne  to  Mr.  White?     While  the  court  ad- 
vises you  that  this  personal  property,  con- 
sisting of  this  structural   iron   and  stone, 
would   not  pass   by   a  deed   of  the   realty 
simply  to  Mr.  Thurber,  whether  that  was 
a  mortgage  or  a  deed,  it  would  not  pass  by 
virtue    of   the   instrument,    it   would    have 
been    perfectly    competent    for    Mr.    Byrne 
by  an  oral  arrangemnt — ^by  a  verbal  agree- 
ment—with   Mr.    Thurber    at    that    time 
to  have  passed  over  and  conveyed  to  him 
this      personal    property.    And    if,    before 
Mr.   White    purchased   this   real   estate   of 
Thurber,    and    look,    as    he    claims,    Mr. 
Thurber's  interest  in  this  personal  property, 
— for  I  understand  that  it  is  claimed  that 
accompanying  this  transaction  of  the  deed 
from  Thurber,  he  took,  by  virtue  of  a  verbal 
arrangement  with  Thurber,  the  right  to  re- 
ceive  this   personal    property,    and    claims 
that  it  was  pointed  out  to  him  and  delivered 
to  him  by  Mr.  Thurber;    and  it  is  for  you 
to  weigh  this  evidence  and  say  whether  Mr. 
White  is   correct  or  not;     that  being  his 
claim, — I  say  that,  if  Mr.  Byrne  gave  him  to 
understand  by  any  conversations  with  him 
that  Mr.  Thurber  owned  not  only  the  real 
estate,  but  also  owned  the  personal  property 
there;    that  it  belonged  to  him,  would  pass 
to  him  (White)  if  he  dealt  with  Thurber,— 
then  Mr.  Byrne  is  estopped,  and  his  vendee, 
his    son,    is    estopped    from    claiming    any 
interest    in    this    property.     For    a    man 
cannot  stand  by,  or  cannot  induce  anotlier 
to  purchase  property  in  which  he  claims  an 
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interest,  if  he  gives  such  purchaser  to  un- 
derstand that  he  will  get  a  good  title  if  he 
deals  with  somebody  else  with  reference  to 
it.  He  is  estopped  from  asserting  any  such 
claim.  If  you  stand  by  while  I  am  pur- 
chasing a  horse  of  your  neighbor,  and  say 
that  your  neighbor  owns  that  horse,  and, 
if  I  buy  him,  I  will  get  a  good  title,  and  I 
purchase  the  horse  and  pay  my  money  for  it, 
you  are  estopped — ^your  mouth  is  closed — 
from  ever  afterwards  claiming  that  you 
owned  the  horse  at  that  time;  because  you 
have  by  your  conduct  and  lang^uage  induced 
me  to  part  with  my  money,  and  it  is  in- 
equitable and  unjust  for  you  to  make  a 
claim  inconsistent  with  that.  The  doctrine 
is  a  familiar  one  in  the  books.  When  a 
person  by  his  words  or  conduct  voluntarily 
causes  another  to  believe  in  the  existence 
of  a  certain  state  of  things,  and  thereby 
induces  him  to  act  upon  that  belief,  so  as 
to  change  his  previous  condition,  the  person 
inducing  such  belief  will  be  estopped  from 
afterwards  denying  the  existence  of  such 
state  of  things  to  the  prejudice  of  the  per- 
son BO  acting.  In  other  words,  if  a  person 
knowingly  and  voluntarily  so  conducts  him- 
self in  relation  to  his  business  as  to  justify 
persons  dealing  with  him  in  supposing  and 
believing  that  a  certain  state  of  facts  exists, 
and  such  person  so  dealing  with  him  relies 
upon  that  inference  and  belief,  the  person 
so  conducting  himself  will  not  afterwards 
be  permitted  to  deny  that  such  state  of  facts 
did  exist,  to  the  prejudice  of  the  person 
acting  upon  such  belief.  You  will  remem- 
ber that  in  the  conduct  of  the  trial  yester- 
day, and  while  Mr.  White  was  upon  the 
stand,  the  court  asked  him  this  question: 
You  may  state  whether  the  fact  that  Mr. 
Byrne,  Sr.,  stated  to  you  that  this  material 
was  to  go  with  the  building,  and  the  other 
conversations  you  have  referred  to,  had  any 
influence  upon  you  in  purchasing  the  prop- 
erty.* And  you  remember  tnat  Mr.  White 
claimed  and  said  in  answer  to  that:  'Most 
decidedly.  I  wouldn't  have  touched  it — I 
wouldn't  have  paid  him  $4,000 — ^without 
the  complete  understanding  that  all  the  ma- 
terial there  belonged  to  or  went  with  the 
building.  Mr.  Byrne's  own  argument  was 
that  it  was  ample  to  cover  the  $4,000.' 
I  do  not  wish  to  emphasize  this  language 
by  calling  your  attention  to  that;  more 
than  to  call  your  attention  to  the  point  in- 
volved. You  will  weigh  the  testimony  of 
Mr.  Byrne  upon  the  opposite  side  of  the 
question,  in  which  he  denies  that  he  said 
to  Mr.  White  that  it  would  go  with  the 
building,  or  with  the  transaction  or  trade 
with  Thurber.  Now,  who  is  right  about 
this,  gentleman?  If  you  shall  say  that  Mr. 
Byrne  used  this  language,  it  having  been 
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perfectly  competent  and  proper  for  Mr. 
Byrne  to  have  conveyed  this  property  by 
oral  arrangement  to  Mr.  Thurber,  if  you 
shall  say  that  he  did  do  that,  or,  even  if  he 
didn't  do  that  at  all,  but  gave  Mr.  White 
to  understand  by  language  that  a  reason- 
able man  would  believe  and  be  induced  to 
act  upon,  that  he  had  so  conveyed  it  over 
to  him,  by  a  verbal  or  other  arrangement, 
so  that  if  he  (White)  did  deal  with  Thurber 
he  obtained  the  interest  in  this  personal 
property, — ^then  I  say  Mr.  Byrne  is  estopped 
from  claiming  this  property;  and  his  son. 
who  afterwards  became  the  allied  owner 
of  it  by  virtue  of  a  bill  of  sale,  could  take 
no  greater  title  than  his  father  had;  and, 
if  his  father  had  parted  with  his  title  to 
that  property,  then  he  could  convey  no 
interest  in  it.  So  much  for  this  doctrine 
or  claim  of  estoppel  on  the  part  of  the  de- 
fendants." Mr.  Byrne  denied  most  em- 
phatically Mr.  White's  testimony  as  to 
Byrne's  telling  him  the  title  to  the  iron  and 
stone  passed  to  Thurber  by  the  deed.  In 
Maanoell  v.  B<iy  City  Bridge  Co.  41  Mich. 
453,  2  N.  W.  639,  the  court  said:  ''The 
doctrine  of  estoppel  rests  upon  a  party  hav- 
ing directly  or  *  indirectly  made  assertions, 
promises,  or  assurahces  upon  which  another 
has  acted  under  such  circumstances  that  he 
would  be  seriously  prejudiced  if  the  asser- 
tions were  suffered  to  be  disproved  or  the 
promises  or  assurances  to  be  withdrawn. 
But  as  the  doctrine,  when  applied,  operates 
to  take  away  l^;al  rights,  it  is  no  more  than 
common  justice  to  require  that  the  facts 
which  are  supposed  to  call  for  its  applica- 
tion shall  be  unquestionable,  and  the  wrong' 
which  is  to  be  prevented  shall  be  undoubted. 
Fredehburg  v.  Lyon  Lake  M.  E,  Church,  37 
Mich.  476;  Cronin  v.  Core,  38  Mich.  381. 
Moreover,  the  question  of  its  application 
in  any  case  is  a  mixed  question  of  law  and 
fact,  and  in  cases  of  jury  trial  must  be 
submitted  to  the  jury  under  proper  in- 
structions. Now,  however  clear  the  facts 
in  support  of  the  estoppel  may  seem  to  be, 
it  is  always  possible  that  there  may  be 
qualifying  or  overruling  facts;  and  the  con- 
clusions from  the  evidence  must  be  drawn 
by  the  jury,  not  by  the  court." 

In  relation  to  the  claim  of  plaintiff  being 
barred  by  lapse  of  time,  we  think  it  suf- 
ficient to  refer  to  what  was  said  by  the 
learned  trial  judge  in  overruling  the  motion 
for  a  new  trial. 

We  now  come  to  the  most  difficult  ques- 
tion in  the  case;  that  is,  whether,  as  claimed 
by  defendants,  the  court  erred  in  the  in- 
struction given  to  the  jury  that  the  struc- 
tural iron  and  stone  did  not  become  a  part 
of  the  realty,  and  refusing  the  request  of 
defendants,  counsel  on  that  subject.  It 
must  be  confessed  there  is  a  good  deal  of 
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conflict  in  the  autliorities.  They  are  col- 
lated at  length  in  13  Am.  &  £ng.  Enc.  Law, 
2d  ed.,  at  pages  601-610,  and  in  the  notes 
thereto.  We  are  impressed  with  the  rea- 
soning of  Chief  Justice  Lowrie  in  Johnson 
V.  Mehaffey,  43  Pa.  308,  82  Am.  Dec.  568, 
from  whoAe  opinion  Judge  Stone  quoted  so 
copiously.  There  is  an  expression  used 
in  Curtis  t.  Leasia,  by  Justice  Sherwood, 
that  tends  to  support  the  claim  of  defend- 
ants, but  it  is  obiter  dictum.  The  court 
held  in  the  case  that  the  rails  which  were 
claimed  to  be  realty  were  not  realty,  but 
were  personal  property.  See  Harris  v.  8co- 
«eZ,  85  Mich.  32,  48  N.  W.  173.  In  this 
case  it  appears  the  defendants  made  new 
plana  for  a  building,  which  rendered  the 


structural  iron  and  the  dressed  stone  un- 
fitted for  use  therein.  Was  this  material 
up  to  that  time  real  estate,  and  from  that 
time  on  personal  property?  If  so,  would 
the  same  result  have  followed  had  Mr. 
Byrne  changed  the  plan  of  the  buildin<; 
while  he  owned  the  property? 

We  are  inclined  to  agree  w^ith  the  trial 
judge  as  to  the  weight  of  authority,  and 
that  the  judgment  should  be  affirmed. 

Hooker,  J.,  concurred  with  the  Chief 
Justice. 

Petition  for  rehearing  denied  January 
30,  1905. 
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t?. 

Jessie  May  STRICKUNG. 

(88  Md.  500.) 

1.  Hie  tellnre  to  box  or  otlierrrlae  pro- 
tect m  rapidly  r^-volving  aprlfrl&t  ahaf t 

coming  np  throagh  the  floor  In  an  alley  or 
passageway  where  an  Inexperienced  girl  Is 
required  to  sweep,  and  who  is  not  warned  of 
the  danger,  may  be  found  by  the  Jury  to  con- 
stitute negligence  which  will  render  the  em- 
ployer liable  for  injuries  to  her  when  her 
clothing  is  caught  and  wound  upon  the 
shaft. 
S.  Snndmya  cmnnot  be  excluded  in  com- 
pvtlnir  tlie  time  for  aiflrninir  of  bills  of 
exception  under  Code  Pub.  Loc.  Laws,  art. 
4,  i  170,  allowing  it  to  be  done  "at  any  time 
within  thirty  days"  after  verdict  or  finding 
of  fact. 

(December  20,  1898.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Ck)urt  of  Common  Pleas  in 
favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence.    Appeal  dismissed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Carroll  T.  Bond  and  William 
I«.   Mar  bury,   for   appellant: 

It  is  not  the  duty  of  an  employer  to  pro- 
vide against  all  possible  injuries  to  his  em- 
ployees, but  only  against  such  as  are  "likely 
to  occur"  in  case  of  his  failure  to  take  certain 

Note. — As  to  the  duty  of  a  master  to  warn 
his  servants  of  danger,  see  note  to  James  v. 
Rapides  Luml«or  Co.  44  L.  R.  A.  33. 

A.H  to  exclusion  of  Sunduy  in  computation  of 
time,  see  note  to  Brown  v.  Tailes,  14  L.  R,  A. 
1 20. 
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precautions,  or,  in  other  words,  such  as 
would  probably  result  therefrom. 

Bailey,  Personal  Injuries  Relating  to  Mas- 
ter ft  Servant,  pp.  18,  19,  and  cases  cited. 

By  thirty  days  is  meant  thirty  working 
days,  or  thirty  judicial  days. 

The  right  of  appeal  being  a  valuable  one. 
itself  expressly  conferred  by  statute,  and  al- 
lowed to  be  exercised  at  any  time  within 
sixty  days  from  the  entry  of  the  judgment, 
any  statute  operating  as  a  practical  forfei- 
ture of  that  right  will  be  construed  as  lib- 
erally as  possible  to  prevent  its  working 
such  a  forfeiture. 

Murphy  v.  McGuire  (Md.)  20  Atl.  726. 

In  the  case  at  bar  three  Sundays  inter- 
vened, so  that,  under  a  literal  interpreta- 
tion of  this  statute,  the  appellant  would 
have  had  only  twenty-seven,  instead  of  thirty, 
days  in  which  to  do  the  necessary  work, 
about  the  most  tedious  vexatious,  and  re- 
sponsible that  a  trial  lawyer  is  called  upon 
to  perform. 

A  statute  will  be  construed  liberally,  so 
far  as  it  reasonably  may,  to  effectuate  the 
suppression  of  the  mischief  it  is  intende<l 
to  remedy. 

State  V.  Harris,  121  Mo.  446,  26  S.  VV. 
558;  McChesney  v.  People,  145  111.  614,  .34 
X.  E.  431. 

The  statute  expressly  says  that  the  bill 
of  exceptions  ''may  be  signed  at  any  time 
within  thirty  days  from  tne  rendition  of  the 
verdict;"  that  is  to  say,  on  any  one  of  those 
thirty  days.  Surely  the  legislature  will 
not  be  considered  to  have  intended  to  au- 
a  Sunday, — to  give  express  legislative  rec- 
a  Sunday, — to  give  express  legisltive  rec- 
ognition to  Sunday  as  "a  day  appropriate 
to  business  of  this  character."  The  only 
construction  which  can  prevent  this  result,  a 
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result  certainly  not  intended  by  the  legisla- 
ture, is  the  construction  which  excludes 
Sundays- all  Sundays — in  the  computation 
(if  the  thirty  days. 

Sunday  is  not  a  day  for  the  transaction 
of  judicial  business. 

Bas8  V.  Irvin,  49  Ga.  436;  Neal  v.  Crew, 
12  Ga.  93;  Cheesehorough  v.  Van  Ness,  12 
(ia.  380;  Ecker  v.  First  lifat.  Bank,  64  Md. 
292,  1  Atl.  849 ;  Blaney  v.  State,  74  Md.  157, 

21  Atl.  647;  Shepard  y.  Hull,  42  Me.  577; 
Conrow  v.  Schloss,  55  Pa.  28;  Drexel  v. 
Mann,  6  Watts  &  S.  397,  40  Am.  Dec.  573 ; 
yfarsh  V.  Hand,  35  Md.  123. 

The  fact,  if  fact  it  were,  that  the  signing 
of  a  bill  of  exceptions  on  Sunday  would  not 
be  a  void  act  irrespective  of  this  statute,  af- 
fords no  reason  whatever  for  the  presumption 
that  this  statute  was  intended  to  encourage 
or  promote  the  doing  of  such  secular  work 
on  the  Sabbath. 

Louisville  &  N.  R.  Oo.  ▼.  Turner,  81 
Ky.  599;  LeuAs  v.  Schwenn,  15  Mo.  App. 
342;  A^af tonal  Bank  v.  Williams,  46  Mo. 
19;  Michie  v.  Michie,  17  Gratt.  109;  Burton 
V.  Chicago,  53  111.  87 ;  Carotkers  v.  Wheeler, 
1  Or.  IP*;  Meng  v.  Winkleman,  43  Wis.  41; 
Neal  V.  Crew,  12  Ga.  93 ;  Kellogn  v.  Carrico, 
47  Mo.  157;  Johnson  v.  Dorseij,  7  Gill,  269; 
Leffler  v.  Armstrong,  4  Iowa,  482,  68  Am. 
Dec.  672 ;  Marks  v.  Russell,  40  Pa.  372 ;  8i- 
mofison  V.  Durfee,  50  Mich.  80, 14  N.  W.  706; 
Coningshy's  Case,  8  Mod.  46 ;  Lee  v.  Carlton, 
3  T.  R.  642. 

The  question  is.  What  w^as  the  probable  in- 
tention of  the  legislature? 

Thayer  v.  Felt,  4  Pick.  354. 

The  intention  of  the  legislature  to  exclude 
Sundays  from  the  thirty  days  allowed  for 
the  signing  of  bills  of  exceptions  is  manifest. 

Messrs.  Tliomas  G.  Hayes,  Daniel  B. 
Cluimbem  and  Jamea  A.  Feehtlg,  Jr/ 
for  appellee: 

The  appellant  owed  a  duty  to  the  female 
appellee  to  provide  a  reasonably  safe  place 
for  her  to  perform  the  work  for  which  she 
M'as  employed. 

Norman  v.  Wabash  R,  Co.  10  C.  C.  A.  617, 

22  U.  S.  App.  605,  62  Fed.  727;  Oowen  v. 
Bush,  22  C.  C.  A.  196,  40  U.  S.  App.  349,  76 
Fed.  349 ;  Baltimore  &  0.  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh. 
149  U.  S.  368,  37  L.  ed.  772,  10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep. 
914. 

The  vertical  shaft  in  question,  under  the 
oircum;^tances  and  conditions  shown  in  the 
case  at  bar,  was  dangerous  machinery,  and 
its  danger  was  hidden  and  unknown  to  the 
female  appellee,  and  to  all  other  persons  ex- 
cept those  persons  experienced  in  machinery ; 
:ind  it  was  the  duty  of  the  appellant,  which  it 
owed  to  the  female  appellee,  before  permit- 
ting her  to  sweep  around  said  shaft,  or  come 
in  proximity  to  it,  either  to  have  warned  her 
of  the  hidden  danger,  or  to  have  guarded  it 
(in  L.  R.  A. 


by  boxing  or  otherwise;  neither  of  which 
things  the  appellant  did. 

Pullman's  Palace-Car  Co.  v.  Harkxns,  5 
C.  C.  A.  326,  17  U.  S.  App.  22,  55  Fed.  932: 
Fairhank  v.  Haentzsche,  73  111.  236;  Osage 
City  V.  Larkin,  40  Kan.  206,  2  L.  R.  A.  56. 
10  Am.  St.  Rep.  186,  19  Pac.  658;  Kinchlwc 
V.  Midloful  Elevator  Co.  57  Kan.  375,  46  Pac. 
703 ;  Caswell  v.  Worth,  5  El.  &  Bl.  849 ;  Doel 
V.  Sheppard,  5  El.  &  Bl.  856;  Bolch  v.  Smith, 
7  Hurlst.  &  N.  736. 

The  appellant  could  or  ought  to  have 
known,  if  it  did  not  know,  by  the  exercise 
of  ordinary  care,  of  the  hidden  danger  at- 
tendant upon  the  sweeping  by  the  female 
appellee  in  proximity  to  the  shaft  in  ques- 
tion. The  fact  is  that  the  appellant  had 
actual  notice  of  the  danger  of  such  unguard- 
ed shafting. 

Wood  V.  Heiges,  83  Md.  257,  34  Atl.  872; 
Baltimore  v.  Whit  ting  ton,  78  Md.  231,  27 
Atl.  984. 

General  custom  or  usage  to  guard,  or  not 
to  guard,  smooth  shafting  is  an  immaterial 
inquiry,  and  is  not  admissible  in  evidence  in 
this  case. 

Wood  V.  Heiges,  83  Md.  257,  34  Atl.  872: 
Reed  v.  Stockmeyer,  20  C.  C.  A.  381,  34  U.  S. 
App.  727,  74  Fed.  186;  Ryan  v.  Los  Angeles 
Ice  d  Cold  Storage  Co.  112  Cal.  244.  32  L. 
R.  A.  524,  44  Pac.  471;  Jones  v.  Florence 
Min.  Co.  66  Wis.  277,  67  Am.  Rep.  269,  28  N. 
W.  207. 

The  question  under  the  inquiry  as  to  gen- 
eral usage  or  customs  of  others  is.  What 
would  a  reasonably  prudent  employer  do  un- 
der similar  circumstances  and  conditions? 

Bertha  Zinc  Co.  v.  Martin,  93  Va.  791. 
22  S.  E.  869;  Titus  v.  Bradford,  B.  d  K.  R. 
Co.  136  Pa.  618,  20  Am.  St.  Rep.  944,  20  Atl. 
517. 

The  injury  which  happened  to  the  female 
appellee  was  most  reasonable  and  probable 
under  the  circumstances  and  conditions  of 
the  case. 

Milwaukee  d  St.  P.  R,  Oo.  v.  KeUogg,  94 
U.  S.  469,  24  L.  ed.  266;  Greenland  v.  Chaff 
lin,  5  Exch.  248;  Ryan  v.  Los  Angeles  Ice 
d  Cold  Storage  Co.  112  Cal.  244,  32  L.  R.  A. 
624,  44  Pac.  471;  Lane  v.  Atlantic  Works, 
111  Mass.  139. 

Where  an  act  is  required  to  be  done  in  any 
certain  number  of  days  after  or  before  a 
fixed  time,  Sunday  is  to  be  included  in  com- 
puting the  number  of  days  when  it  exceeds 
seven. 

26  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  10. 

There  is  no  reason,  as  might  be  the  cast 
in  other  statutes,  for  excluding  Sunday,  for 
Sunday,  as  to  the  ministerial  act  of  signing 
a  bill  of  exceptions,  is  not  a  dies  non. 

Blaney  v.  Stale,  74  Md.  153,  21  Atl.  547; 
Marsh  v.  Hand,  35  Md.  123. 
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In  the  computation  of  statutory  time  Sun- 
day is  always  to  be  reckoned. 

Harris,  Sunday  Laws,  §§  37,  54;  Suther- 
land, Stat.  Constr.  S  115;  Cunningham  v. 
Mahan,  112  Mass.  58;  Brown  v.  Johnson^ 
10  Mees.  &  W.  331;  Ex  parte  Dodge,  7  Cow. 
147;  King  v.  Doirdall  2  Sandf.  131;  Neal 
V.  Crew,  12  Ga.  93 ;  Adams  v.  Dohrmann,  63 
Cal.  417. 

Though  some  of  the  cases  hold  that  where 
Sunday  is  the  last  day  it  is  to  be  excluded, 
yet  some  go  so  far  as  to  say  that,  even 
if  it  is  the  last,  it  should  be  counted. 

Brovm  v.  Vailes,  16  Colo.  462,  14  L.  R.  A. 
120,  27  Pac.  945;  Cooley  ▼.  Cook,  125  Mass. 
406. 

A  few  of  the  cases,  especially  those  in 
Massachusetts,  draw  the  distinction  between 
long  and  short  time;  holding  that,  when  the 
period  is  less  than  a  week,  Sunday  is  not  to 
be  counted  when  an  intervening  day,  but, 
when  longer  than  a  week,  it  must  be  count- 
ed. 

Cunningham  ▼.  Mahan,  112  Mass.  58; 
Caupfield  ▼.  Cook,  92  Mich.  626,  52  N.  W. 
1031. 

Generally  the  cases  bear  out  the  conten- 
tion that  Sunday  must  be  computed. 

Peticock  ▼.  Queen,  4  C.  B.  N.  8.  264; 
Creasey  v.  Parka,  76  Me.  387,  46  Am.  Rep. 
406;  Haley  v.  Young,  134  Mass.  366;  Eng 
lish  V.  Dickey,  128  Ind.  174,  13  L.  R.  A.  40, 
27  N.  E.  495;  Cattell  v.  Despatch  Pub.  Co. 
88  Mo.  356;  State  v.* Oreen,  66  Mo.  631; 
Franklin  v.  Holden,  7  R.  I.  215;  Hanover  F. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Shrader,  89  Tex.  35,  30  L.  R.  A. 
498,  59  Am.  St.  Rep.  25,  32  S.  W.  872,  33 
S.  W.  112;  Taylor  v.  Palmer,  31  Cal.  241; 
Edelhoff  V.  HornerMiller  Mfg.  Co.  86  Md. 
595,  39  Atl.  314. 
• 

Boyd,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
oourt: 

The  appellee,  Jessie  May  Strickling,  was 
employed  by  the  American  Tobacco  Com- 
pany, the  appellant,  in  one  of  its  factorie.- 
in  Baltimore,  and  whilst  engaged  in  her 
regular  work  was  seriously,  injured  by  rea 
son,  as  she  claims,  of  the  negligence  of  tlic 
^mpany.  When  she  first  went  into  the  com- 
pany's employ,  in  January,  1897,  she  worked 
on  a  sieve, — putting  tobacco  in  a  sieve, — 
but  her  employment  was  subsequently 
changed  to  sweeping  the  floors  of  the  factory 
and  she  was  so  engaged  in  'May,  1897,  when 
she  was  injured.  Amongst  other  places, 
she  was  required  to  sweep,  was  a  room  in 
whfch  there  was  a  smooth,  revolving,  verti- 
cal shaft,  which  ran  from  the  floor  to  the 
ceiling,  and  which  was  in  an  aisle  or  pas 
itngeway  between  the  wall  and  a  stationary 
machine,  being  about  26  inches  from  the 
former  and  16  inches  from  the  latter.  The 
^\\a,tt  is  3  inches  in  diameter,  and  at  the 
ii9  L.  R.  A. 


time  of  the  accident  it  made  about  170  rev- 
olutions a  minute.  It  was  the  duty  of  the 
plaintiff  to  sweep  around  this  shaft  as  well 
as  other  places  where  the  dust  collected  on 
the  floor,  and  in  doing  so  on  the  morning 
of  the  accident  her  apron  was  caught  in 
some  way  and  drawn  around  the  shaft.  She 
was  whirled  around,  and,  violently  striking 
such  objects  as  were  in  her  way,  probably 
the  wall  and  machinery,  had  her  clothing 
torn  from  her,  and  received  injuries  which 
confined  her  in  a  hospital  for  nine  weeks. 
The  shaft  was  not  boxed,  or  otherwise  pro- 
tected, and  it  is  not  pretended  that  the 
plaintiff,  who  was  seventeen  years  of  age 
and  altogether  inexperienced  in  the  use  of 
machinery,  was  ever  warned  as  to  any  dan- 
ger from  it.  She  sued  the  company,  and 
recovered  a  judgment  for  $6,000,  and,  a 
motion  for  a  new  trial  having  been  over- 
ruled, an  appeal  was  taken  to  this  court. 
A  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  has  been 
made  on  the  groimd  that  the  bill  of  excep- 
tions was  not  signed  within  the  time  al- 
lowed by  the  statute.  That  motion  must 
prevail  for  the  reasons  hereinafter  given; 
but,  as  the  case  was  fully  argued  and  we 
understood  counsel  to  say  that  a  case  was 
pending  in  which  the  father  of  the  plaintifT 
was  suing  the  defendant  for  loss  of  services 
of  his  daughter  as  the  result  of  this  accident, 
we  will  first  pass  upon  xiie  merits  of  the 
case. 

Cases  between  master  and  servant  have 
been  so  numerous  in  this  state,  as  well  as 
elsewhere,  that  it  is  generally  difficult  to 
discuss  one  of  that  class  without  simply  re- 
peating what  has  been  already  said  and  an- 
nounced as  the  law  applicable  to  them.  The 
precise  question  whether  a  master  can  be 
held  liable  for  leaving  unprotected  and  un- 
guarded a  smooth  shaft  in  a  place  where 
one  inexperienced  in  machinery  and  shaft- 
ing will  be  called  in  the  line  of  her  duty, 
without  warning  to  her,  has  not  been  before, 
this  court,  but  the  principles  applicable  to 
it  have  been  frequently  stated.  We  are  not 
called  upon  to  discuss  some  of  the  questions 
that  frequently  arise  in  cases  of  this  charac- 
ter, as  it  is  not  pretended  there  was  any 
contributory  negligence  on  the  part  of  the 
plaintiff,  nor  can  it  be  said  that  the  danger 
was  so  obvious  or  apparent  to  her  as  in  any- 
wise to  interfere  with  her  right  of  recovery. 
On  the  contrary,  the  evidence  not  only 
allows  that  she  was  inexperienced  and  knew 
of  no  danger  lurking  in  that  rapidly  re- 
volving shaft,  but  the  appellant  bases  its  ' 
lefense  mainly  on  the  fact  that  its  agents  did 
not,  and  could  not  by  the  use  of  reasonable 
•are,  have  known  tliat  there  was  any  danger 
in  leaving  the  shaft  unprotected. 

In    refiTiiiig  to   the   law  of  the   case,   we 
may  verj-  properly  begin  with  the  proposi- 
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tion  stated  in  the  plaintiff's  first  prayer, 
timt  it  was  the  duty  of  the  defendant  to 
I'xercise  ordinary  care  to  provide  a  reason- 
ably safe  place  in  which  the  plaintiff  might 
perform  the  services  which  she  was  employed 
to  perform  for  the  defendant.  In  the  case 
«t  Baltimore  d  O.  R.  Co.  v.  Baugh,  149  U.  S. 
.368,  37  L.  ed.  772,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914,  the 
Supreme  Court  of  the  United  States  thus 
announced  that  principle:  ''A  master  em- 
ploying a  servant  impliedly  engages  with 
him  that  the  place  in  which  he  is  to  work, 
and  the  tools  or  machinery  with  which  he 
is  to  work,  or  by  which  he  is  to  be  surround- 
ed, shall  be  reasonably  safe.  It  is  the  mas- 
ter who  is  to  provide  the  place  and  the  tools 
and  machinery,  and  when  he  employs  one  to 
enter  into  his  service  he  impliedly  says  to 
him  that  there  is  no  other  danger  in  the 
place,  the  tools,  and  the  machinery  than 
such  as  is  obvious  and  necessary."  It  is 
true,  however,  and  the  court  below  so 
instructed  the  jury,  that  the  law  does  not 
require  persons  owning  and  operating  fac- 
tories containing  machinery  to  guard 
against  every  accident  that  may  possibly 
happen  to  their  employees,  but  only  against 
such  as  in  the  ordinary  experience  of  per- 
sons using  machinery  are  knovm  to  be  like- 
ly to  occur. 

The  plaintiff's  third  prayer  is  the  one 
t1\nt  is  most  objected  to.  It  submitted  to 
the  finding  of  the  jury  the  employment  and 
experience  of  the  plaintiff,  the  location  and 
construction  of  the  shaft,  whether  it  was 
dangerous  to  female  employees  required  to 
come  in  close  proximity  to  it,  whether  the 
defendant  knew,  or  might  have  known,  by 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  of  such  dan- 
ger as  probable,  whether  such  danger  was 
obvious  and  apparent  to  a  person  ipiorant 
of  and  inexperienced  in  the  operation  of 
such  shafts,  whether  the  plaintiff  was 
warned  of  its  danger,  and  whether  the  de- 
fendant was  guilty  of  the  want  of  ordinary 
care  in  constructing  and  putting  the  shaft 
in  motion  when  the  plaintiff  was  sweeping 
the  room,  as  well  as  the  question  of  care 
on  the  part  of  th^  plaintiff. 

It  is  contended  by  the  appellant  that  there 
wart  nothing  which  required  the  defendant 
to  anticipate  an  accident  of  this  sort  as 
likely  to  occur  from  a  failure  to  guard  this 
piece  of  smooth  shaft,  and  that  the  defend- 
ant neither  knew,  nor  could  have  known  by 
the  exercise  of  ordinary  care,  of  the  hidden 
danger  to  the  plaintiff  or  others.  But  the 
record,  we  think,  fully  justified  the  court  in 
submitting  those  questions  to  the  jury.  A 
number  of  expert  witnesses  testified,  and 
those  on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff  not  only 
siiid  tliere  was  danger  from  leaving  a  shaft 
of  this  kind  improtected,  but  they  gave  in-  i 
stances  of  accidents  from  coming  In  contact ' 
60  T..  R.  A. 


with  shafting,  which  had  happened  in  their 
own  experience  or  observation. 

G;  B.  Ahler^  who  had  been  a  machinist 
for  over  twenty  years,  said  a  person  ap- 
proaching shafting  like  this,  especially  h 
girl  or  a  woman,  is  liable  to  be  caught  and 
be  wound  up  by  it,  and  that  he  always  in- 
structed owners  of  buildings  where  lie 
erected  machinery  to  box  up  the  shafting. 
James  O.  Towson,  who  had  been  a  machin 
ist  since  1875,  said:  ''I  consider  a  Tertical 
shaft  to  be  dangerous  if  it  is  not  enclosed; 
and  it  has  always  been  my  custom,  when  it 
has  been  found  absolutely  necessary  to 
place  a  vertical  shaft,  to  advise  the  addi- 
tional expense  of  enclosing  it."  Charles  R. 
Spencer  testified  to  the  same  effect,  and 
said  a  vertical  shaft  was  more  dangeFOua 
than  a  horizontal  one.  W.  T.  Howard,  a 
mechanical  engineer,  and  Benjamin  Cham- 
bers, a  machinist  for  over  thirty  years,  also 
spoke  of  the  dangers  of  such  shafting.  Mr. 
Chambers  explained  very  fully  and  dearly 
such  dangers.  He  said  there  was  a  tenden- 
cy to  create  a  vacuum  about  the  surface,  and 
that  induct  the  surrounding  atmosphere  to 
rush  toward  the  shaft  to  fiU  the  vacuum 
created,  and  thus  draw  articles  of  light  ma- 
terial around  the  shaft.  In  answer  to  the 
question  about  the  danger  to  a  female  sweep- 
ing near  it,  he  said:  "The  very  act  of 
sweeping  itself  would  necessitate  a  move 
ment,  moderately  rapid,  of  her  body  and  of 
her  garments,  in  passing  and  sweeping  there. 
it  would  be  moderately  rapid,  because  that 
would  be  necessary  to  an  industrious  vrorker, 
and,  on  nearing  that  shaft  there  would  be 
imminent  danger  that  she  would  be  wrapped 
about  it."  Again  he  said:  "All  shafts  are 
dangerous;  but  I  r^ard  a  vertical  shaft, 
passing  up  through  the  floor  unprotected, 
as  the  most  dangerous  character  of  shaft." 
That  witness  also  said  that,  "where  shafts 
ing  stands  vertically  the  method  is  to  take 
some  lumber  and  make  about  7  feet  high 
two  half  barrels,  as  it  were,  or  two  pieces, 
which,  when  put  together,  form  a  circle, 
and  that  is  put  around  the  shaft  and  hooked 
together,  and  that  can  be  readily  T«moved 
for  the  purpose  of  oiling,  etc." 

Thus  the  witnesses  of  the  plaintiff  not 
only  testified  as  to  the  danger  of  such  shaft- 
ing, but  their  evidence,  if  accepted  by  th»« 
jury  as  correct,  was  sufiicient  to  justify 
them  in  believing  that  the  defendant  knew, 
or  ought  by  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care 
to  have  known,  that  it  was  not  safe  to  thus 
leave  it  unprotected  when  the  duties  of  lh«- 
plaintiff  (and  possibly  other  fnexperienced 
persons)  required  her  to  come  in  close  prox- 
imity to  it  in  the  discharge  of  her  duties. 
The  superintendent  of  the  factory,  in  an- 
swer to  the  question:  "Had  you  ever  known 
of  anybody  being  injured  by  a  smooth  piece 
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of  shaftinp:  of  that  kind  prior  to  this  acci- 
•dent?"  replied:  "Only  from  knowledge 
gleaned  from  the  daily  press", — thus  ad- 
niittinpf  that  he  had  knowledge  from  that 
public  source  that  accidents  did  happen  as 
the  result  of  coming  in  contact  witli  smooth 
shafting. 

Of  course  it  would  not  be  necessary,  un- 
der all  circumstances,  to  cover  shafting.  It 
may  be  so  situated  as  to  be  safe,  and  at 
least  beyond  the  reach  of  inexperienced  per- 
sons; but,  when  shafting  is  so  easily  pro- 
tected as  described  by  some  of  the  witnesses, 
and  when  it  is  so  situated  that  those  inex- 
perienced with  its  danger  may  be  brought 
in  contact  with  it  in  the  discharge  of  their 
duties,  there  can  be  no  reason  why  in  a 
case  of  this  kind  the  question  whether  the 
owner  of  the  factory  was  guilty  of  the  want 
of  ordinary  care,  and  whether  it  was  an 
accident  likely  to  occur,  should  not  be  sub- 
mitted to  the  jury. 

In  Pullman's  Palace-Car  Co.  v.  Harkins, 
5  C.  C.  A.  320,  17  U.  S.  App.  22,  55  Fed. 
932,  this  very  question  was  considered.  The 
court  said:  "Revolving  shafting,  it  appears, 
is  attended  with  peculiar  and  latent  dan- 
ger. It  seizes  with  fatal  result  the  clothing 
of  any  person  who  unconsciously  or  in- 
cautiously comes  in  contact  w^ith  it;"  and 
again  it  said  that  the  evidence  justified  the 
statement  of  the  judge  below  that  "all  the 
witnesses  agree  in  the  opinion  that  shafting 
when  in  motion  is  very  dangerous,  and  that 
it  should  be  boxed,  or  covered,  or  protected 
in  some  manner  when  in  a  place  where  per- 
sons are  liable  to  come  into  contact  with  it." 
See  also  Fairhank  v.  Haentzsche,  73  111.  236 ; 
Kinchlow  v.  Midland  Elevator  Co.  67  Kan. 
375,  46  Pac.  703. 

Thus,  we  have  in  this  case  not  only  the 
fact  that  an  accident  did  happen  by  the 
plaintiff  coming  in  contact  with  smooth  re- 
volving shaft  and  the  evidence  of  a  number 
of  witnesses  that  such  accidents  are  likely 
to  happen  if  the  shafting  is  not  guarded, 
and  the  admission  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  factory  that  he  had  seen  notices  of 
them  in  the  public  press;  but  we  find  the 
question  has  already  been  before  the  courts. 
The  prayers,  as  granted,  correctly  announce 
the  law,  and  we  will  not  discuss  them 
further,  but  would  affirm  the  judgment  if 
it  was  properly  before  us,  as  there  was  no 
other  exception  taken. 

The  verdict  was  rendered  on  the  4th  day 
of  April,  181)8,  and  nothing  was  done  in 
reference  to  the  bill  of  exceptions  until  May 
oth,  181)8,  when  an  order  was  passed  extend- 
ing the  time  for  signing  and  filing  it.  Sec- 
tion 170  of  article  4  of  the  Code  of  Public 
Local  Laws  provides  that  "bills  of  excep- 
tion may  be  signed  in  any  cause  pending 
in  any  of  said  courts  at  any  time  within 
•^9  L.  R.  A.  u8 


thirty  days  from  the  rendition  of  the  ver- 
dict of  the  jury  or  the  findings  of  the  court 
upon  the  issues  of  fact  in  said  cause,  but  not 
thereafter  unless  the  time  for  signing  said 
bill  of  exception  shall  have  been  previously 
extended  by  order  of  court,  or  by  consent 
of  parties,"  etc.  There  was  no  consent  of 
the  parties,  and  the  order  extending  the 
time  of  signing  was  passed  after  the  expira- 
tion of  thirty  days  from  the  rendition  of  the 
verdict,  if  Sundays  be  included.  It  is  con- 
tended, however,  that  Sundays  should  be 
excluded,  and  that  the  statute  means  thirty 
working  or  judicial  days.  But  with  that 
contention  w^e  cannot  agree.  If  there  had 
been  error  in  the  rulings  of  the  court  below, 
it  might  have  seemed  a  hardship  that  th** 
appellant  should  have  lost  its  right  of  ap- 
peal by  being  one  day  too  late;  but  neither 
this  court  nor  the  court  below  can  disregard 
the  plain  language  of  the  statute,  and  we 
have  had  occasion  to  speak  more  than  once 
of  the  importance  and  necessity  of  having 
bills  of  exception  signed  promptly.  T\>.?/- 
minster  v.  Shipley,  68  Md.  610,  13  Atl.  3fi5; 
Palmer  v.  Hughes,  84  Md.  652,  36  Atl.  431. 
"As  a  general  rule,  where  an  act  is  re- 
quired to  be  done  in  any  certain  number 
of  days  after  or  before  a  fixed  time,  Sim- 
day  is  to  be  included  in  computing  the  num- 
ber of  days,  when  it  exceeds  seven.  If  it 
is  less  than  seven,  Sunday  must  be  ex- 
cluded." 26  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  10,  and 
cases  cited.  Of  course  that  rule  will  not  ap- 
ply when  Sundays  are  expressly  excluded  by 
the  statute,  or  the  intention  of  the  legisla- 
ture to  exclude  them  is  manifest.  Tlie  rule 
may  be  said  to  be  somewhat  arbitrary,  yet  it 
is  not  without  a  reason.  When  the  legisla- 
ture fixes  a  limitation  of  time  of  more  than 
seven  days,  it  knows  that  the  period  must 
necessarily  include  one  or  more  Sundays, 
and  hence,  if  it  intends  to  exclude  them,  it 
can  and  should  say  so;  but,  when  the  period 
of  time  is  less  than  seven  days,  it  may  or 
may  not  include  a  Sunday,  depending  upon 
the  day  of  the  week  it  is  computed  from.  It 
is  said  in  Hanover  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Shrader,  81) 
Tex.  35,  30  L.  R.  A.  498,  59  Am.  St.  Rep. 
25,  32  S.  W.  872,  33  S.  W.  112,  "the  prin- 
ciple would  seem  to  be  that  when  but  a 
few  days  are  allowed  in  which  to  do  tlie  act, 
it  is  not  to  be  presumed  the  legislature  in- 
tended further  to  abbreviate  it,  in  effect  bj* 
including  a  day  ordinarily  observed  as  a 
day  of  cessation  from  all  ordinary  business. 
For  example,  where  two  days  are  designated 
it  is  not  reasonable  to  hold  that  it  was  the 
purpose  to  include  a  Sunday  when  the  prac- 
tical effect  of  the  ruling  would  be  to  reduci' 
the  time  to  one  day  only.  But,  when  weeks 
are  included  in  the  time  allowed,  the  reason 
does  not  apply."  In  State  v.  Harris,  121 
Mo.  445,  26  S.  W.  558,  cited  by  the  appellant, 
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this  distinction  is  recognized.  There  it  was 
held  that  Sunday  would  be  excluded  in  the 
computation  of  the  four  days  within  which 
motions  for  new  trials  can  be  made;  but  in 
the  same  case,  where  sixty  days  from  August 
0th  had  been  allowed  within  whieli  to  a'lfrn 
n  bill  of  exceptions,  it  was  said  that  Octo- 
ber 9th  was  too  late,  thus,  in  effect,  holding 
that  Sundays  must  be  included.  See  also 
f^tate  V.  Seaton,  106  Mo.  198,  17  S.  W.  169; 
Cvnningham  V.  Makan,  112  Mass.  58;  Caup- 
field  V.  Cook,  92  Mich.  626,  52  N.  W.  1031 ; 
Hanover  F.  Ins,  Co,  v.  Schroder,  89  Tex.  36, 
30  L.  R.  A.  498,  59  Am.  St.  Rep.  25,  32  S.  W. 
872,  33  S.  W.  112. 

There  are  but  few  exceptions  to  the  gen- 
eral rule  laid  down  above.  There  are  cases 
which  may  seem  to  be,  but  a  careful  exami- 
nation of  the  most  of  them  will  show  that, 
when  Sundays  are  excluded  from  the  com- 
putation of  time  of  more  than  a  week,  it  is 
because  of  the  language  of  the  statute,  or  be- 
cause the  days  referred  to  are  such  as  the 
courts  find  exclude  Sundays.  We  w^ere  cited 
to  the  case  of  Matthews  v.  State,  d-l  Ala.  89. 
9  So.  740,  to  show  that  the  constitutional 
limit  of  the  sessions  of  the  legislature  in 
that  state  to  fifty  days  excluded  Sundays. 
But  we  do  not  understand  that  to  have  been 
the  construction  that  has  always  been  put  on 
our  constitutional  provision  that  the  general 
assembly  may  continue  its-  sessions  for  a 
period  not  longer  than  ninety  days.  There 
are  many  instances  in  our  statutes  where 
the  practice  has  always  been  to  include 
Sundays.  Take,  for  example.  $  8  of  article 
66  of  the  Code,  which  provides  for  twen- 
ty days'  notice  of  the  time,  place,  and 
terms  of  sale  under  powers  of  sale  contained 
in  mortgages.  If  Sundays  are  to  be  ex- 
cluded, many  sales  have  been  made  without 
legal  notice,  as  it  has  not  been  the  practice 
to  exclude  them.  Section  6  of  article  5  pro- 
vides for  appeals  from  orders  or  decrees 
of  the  orphans'  courts  within  thirty  days, 
and  so  §  7  of  that  article  allows  thirty  days 
for  appeals  under  the  insolvent  laws.  In 
none  of  those  cases  has  it  been  the  practice, 
so  far  as  we  are  aware,  to  exclude  Sundays 
in  the  computation  of  the  time  fixed  by  the 
respective  statutes,  and  other  instances 
might  be  given. 

Nor  do  we  think  the  language  of  the 
statute,  "at  any  time  within  thirty  days," 
I'to..  can  make  any  difference.  That  sim- 
ply means  at  any  time  within  the  thirty 
days  that  the  court  can  act;  and  whether  or 
not  a  bill  of  exceptions  can  be  signed  on 
Sunday  is  not  relevant  to  the  question 
in  this  case. 

It  will  not  be  out  of  place,  and  may 
prevent  further  trouble,  to  add  that  if  the 
thirty  days  expire  on  Sunday,  it  should  still 
1)0  counted,  and  the  next  day  should  not  be 
69  L.  R.  A. 


allowed,  as  we  can  see  no  valid  reason  for 
excluding  the  last  Sunday  and  including  the 
others.  The  general  rule,  subject  to  but 
few  exceptions,  is  that  statutory  time  of 
over  seven  days  cannot  be  extended  because 
the  last  day  fulls  on  Sunday.  2  Enc.  PI. 
&  Pr.  p.  256;  Broicn  v.  Vailes,  16  Colo.  462^ 
14  L.  R.  A.  120,  27  Pac.  945;  Cooley  v. 
Cook,  125  Mass.  406;  Sx  parte  Dodge,  7 
Cow.  147 ;  Johnson  v.  Meyers,  4  C.  C.  A.  399,. 
12  U.  S.  App.  220,  54  Fed.  417. 

As  neither  the  bill  of  ^xcoptions,  nor  the 
order  extending  the  time,  was  signed  within 
thirty  days  from  the  rendition  of  the  verdict^ 
the  motion  to  dismiss  the  appeal  must  pr^ 
vail. 


Frank  A.  BONSAL,  Appt., 

t?. 

George  W.  YELLOTT  et  al,  Commissioner* 

of  Baltimore  County,  etc. 

( Md ) 

Approprtmtiona  to  aid  counties  in  <ke 
eonatruction  of  public  romda  mre  not 
forbidden  by  a  constltatlonal  provision  that 
the  general  assembly  shall  not  have  power  to 
involve  the  state  in  the  constraction  of  works 
of  internal  improvement,  nor  to  grant  any  aid 
thereto,  which  shall  involve  the  faith  or  credit 
of  the  state,  nor  make  any  appropriation 
therefor. 

(March  22,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiff  from  a  decree  of  the 
Circuit  Court  for  Baltimore  County  in 
favor  of  defendants  in  a  suit  to  enjoin  the 
expenditure  of  public  funds  for  the  improve- 
ment of  highways.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  'William  8.  Bryan,  Jr^  and 
Redmond    C.    Stewart,    for    appellant: 

The  language  of  the  prohibition  is  clear 
and  unequivocal,  and  includes  all  internal 
improvements. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  constitutional  de- 
bates of  1851  to  show  that  the  words  "inter- 
nal improvements*'  were  used  in  any  limited 
sense. 

Bandel  v.  Isaac,  13  Md.  202. 

In  construing  the  Constitution,  as  in  con- 
struing every  other  written  paper,  we  should 
give  the  instrument  the  meaning  which  the 
framers  of  it  intended,  and  not  the  meaning 
which  we  may  now  think  it  would  have  been 
wiser  or  better  for  them  to  have  intended. 

Queensherry  Case,  1  Blight,  479;  Jones  v. 
Smart,  1  T.  R.  61. 


Note. — For  other  cases  in  this  series  as  to 
coDstitutlonnI  provisions  against  state  engag- 
ing in  works  of  internal  improvement,  eiee  Rippe 
V.  Becker,  22  L.  R.  A.  SHI;  Oren  v.  Pln^ree.  4& 
L.  U.  A.  407 ;  and  State  99  td.  Jones  v.  Froeh- 
lich,  58  L.  R.  A.  757. 
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Messrs.  Jobn  J*  Donaldion  and  Oi- 
bome  I.  Tellott,  for  appellees: 

All  powers  of  legislation  are  taken  to 
exist,  except  where  prohibited,  in  express 
terms  or  by  necessary  implication,  in  the 
Constitution  of  the  state. 

Cooley,  Ck)nst.  Lira.  6th  ed.  102-109,  200, 
201;  People  ex  rcl.  Wood  v.  Draper,  15  N. 
Y.532;  Thorpe  Y.  Rutland  dB,R,  Co,  27  Vt. 
140,  62  Am.  Dec.  625;  Whittington  v.  Polk, 
1  Harr.  &  J.  236 ;  Davis  v.  Eelhig,  27  Md. 
452,  92  Am.  Dec.  646;  Dorchester  County  v. 
MeekinSy  50  Md.  28. 

To  justify  the  courts  in  setting  aside  en- 
actments of  the  co-ordinate  legislative  de- 
partment of  the  state  government  there 
must  be  a  plain,  and  not  a  doubtful,  viola- 
tion of  the  organic  law. 

Drennen  v.  Banks,  80  Md.  310,  30  Atl. 
G55;  Davis  v.  Helbig,  27  Md.  452,  92  Am. 
Dec.  646;  Dorchester  County  v.  Meekins,  60 
Md.  28. 

In  construing  the  Constitution  the  courts 
must  consider  the  circumstances  attending 
its  adoption,  and  what  appear  to^have  been 
the  understanding  and  purpose  of  those  who 
adopted  it. 

Bandel  v.  Isaac,  13  Md.  202;  State  v. 
Mace,  6  Md.  337;  Manly  V.  State,  7  Md. 
135;  Buckingham  v.  Davis,  9  Md.  324; 
Jackson  v.  State,  87  Md.  191,  39  Atl.  504. 
It  must  be  construed,  also,  with  reference 
to  the  previous  legislation  of  the  state. 

Baltimore  v.  State,  15  Md.  376,  74  Am. 
Dec.  572;  Manly  v.  State,  7  Md.  135. 

In  like  manner,  a  contemporaneous  and 
continued  construction  is  of  the  greatest 
weight,  and  should  not  be  shaken  except 
upon  the  ground  of  manifest  error  and  ur- 
gent necessity. 

State  V.  Mayhew,  2  Gill,  487;  Catholic 
Cathedral  Church  v.  Manning,  72  Md.  116, 
19  Atl.  699;.  Harrison  v.  State,  22  Md.  468, 
8.5  Am.  Dec.  658. 

Such  powers  and  duties  as  local  author- 
ities have  had  in  Maryland,  from  the  first 
Hettlement  till  to-day,  in  dealing  with  the 
public  roads,  including  their  construction 
and  maintenance,  the  levy  and  appropria- 
tion of  taxes  for  the  purpose,  they  had  sole- 
ly by  delegation  from  the  general  assembly. 
Hagerstoivn  v.  Schner,  37  Md.  180;  Balti- 
more v.  State,  15  Md.  376,  74  Am.  Dec.  572; 
Horn  v.  Baltimore,  30  Md.  218;  Gro^  v. 
Frederick  City,  44  Md.  67;  Frederick  v. 
Groshon,  30  Md.  436,  96  Am.  Dec.  591; 
Talbot  County  v.  Queen  Anne's  County,  50 
Md.  245;  Pumphrey  v.  Baltimore,  47  Md. 
145,  28  Am.  Rep.  446;  Daly  v.  Morqan,  69 
Md.  460,  1  L.  R.  A.  757,  16  Atl.  287;  Bal- 
timore V.   lieitz,  50  !Md.   574. 

The  taxinjf  power  belon<TR  to  the  legisla- 
ture, and  if  will  not  he  held  to  have  been 
conferred  on  a  municipal  corporation  except 
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by  express  language  or  necessary  implica- 
tion. 

State  V.  Rowe,  72  Md.  548,  20  Atl.  179. 

The  general  words  must  be  restricted  to 
subjects  of  the  same  genus  as  those  spe- 
cifically named. 

Maxwell,  Interpretation  of  Statutes,  55, 
297;  Roberts  v.  Gibson,  6  Harr.  &  J.  116. 

Boyd,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  appellant  filed  a  bill  in  equity  against 
the  appellees,  in  which  he  sought  to  enjoin 
them  from  expending  any  of  the  public 
funds  under  their  control  for  plans  and 
specifications  for  the  construction  of  any 
road  under  the  provisions  of  Acts  1904,  p. 
388,  chap.  226,  and  from  making  any  other 
expenditure  of  such  public  funds  under 
color  of  the  provisions  of  that  act.  The 
appellant  is  a  resident  and  taxpayer  of  Bal- 
timore county,  and  the  appellees  are  the 
county  commissioners,  sitting  as  the  high- 
ways commission  of  said  county.  The  act 
of  1904  is  entitled  "An  Act  for  the  Im- 
provement of  the  Public  Highways  of  the 
State  and  to  Provide  the  Means  Therefor, 
and  to  Require  the  Commission  Created  by 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  1896, 
chap.  51,  to  Perform  Certain  Additional 
Duties.**  By  it,  it  is  proposed  to  furnish 
state  aid  for  the  construction  of  roads 
which  may  be  macadamized,  or  of  a  telford 
or  other  stone,  or  constructed  of  gravel  or 
other  good  material,  "in  such  a  manner  that 
the  same  will  be,  with  reasonable  repairs 
thereto,  at  all  seasons  of  the  year  firm, 
smooth,  and  convenient  for  travel."  It  ap- 
propriates the  sum  of  $200,000  annually,  or, 
so  much  thereof  as  may  be  necessary,  out  of 
the  state  treasury,  and  provides  that  the 
state  shall  pay  not  exceeding  one  half  of  the 
total  cost  and  expenses  of  the  roads  built 
according  to  its  provisions.  The  counties 
are  to  pay  the  other  half,  and  no  county 
is  to  receive  a  larger  share  of  the  amount 
appropriated  than  the  proportion  the  pub- 
lic-road mileage  of  the  county  bears  to  the 
total  public- road  mileage  of  all  the  counties 
in  the  state  applying,  as  determined  by  the 
commission.  Any  road  constructed  under 
the  act  is  to  be  thereafter  a  county  road, 
and  the  duty  of  keeping  it  in  regular  order 
devolves  upon  the  county.  The  commission 
provided  for  by  the  act  of  1896,  and  referred 
to  in  this  act,  is  composed  of  the  governor, 
the  comptroller,  the  president  of  Johns  Hop- 
kins University,  and  the  president  of  the 
Marj'land  Agricultural  College,  and  it  has 
various  duties  to  perform  under  the  provi- 
cions  of  the  statute. 

The  question  is  whether  this  act  is  in  con- 
flict with  that  part  of  §  34  of  article  3 
of  the  Constitution  of  the  state  which  ia  as 
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follows:  "The  credit  of  the  state  shall  not 
in  any  manner  be  given  or  loaned  to,  or  in 
aid  of,  any  individual  association  or  corpo- 
ration ;  nor  shall  tlie  general  assembly  have 
the  power  in  any  mode  to  involve  the  state 
in  the  construction  of  works  of  internal  im- 
provement, nor  in  granting  any  aid  thereto, 
which  shall  involve  the  faith  or  credit  of  the 
state;  nor  maka  any  appropriation  tlierefor, 
except  in  aid  of  the  construction  of  works 
of  internal  improvements  in  the  counties 
of  St.  Mary's,  Charles,  and  Calvert,  which 
have  had  no  direct  advantage  from  such 
works  as  have  been  heretofore  aided  by  the 
state;  and  provided  that  such  aid,  advances, 
or  appropriations  shall  not  exceed  in  the  ag- 
gregate the  sum  of  $500,000."  The  first 
provision  of  this  character  that  was  adopted 
in  this  state  was  in  §  22  of  article  3  of  the 
Constitution  of  1851.  It  was  similar  to 
that  in  the  present  Constitution,  excepting, 
instead  of  using  the  expression  "nor  in 
granting  any  aid  thereto,  which  shall  in- 
volve the  faith  or  credit  of  the  state,"  it 
said,  "or  in  any  enterprise  which  shall 
involve  the  faith  or  credit  of  the  state,"  and 
no  exception  was  made  in  favor  of  the  three 
counties  named.  The  Constitution  of  1804 
followed  the  language  of  that  of  1851. 

Inasmuch,  then,  as  the  provision  in  con- 
troversy was  first  introduced  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  1851j  and  was  continued  in  that 
of  1864,  and,  with  such  changes  as  we  have 
noted,  in  that  of  1867,  it  will  be  proper  to 
consider  the  circumstances  under  which  it 
was  first  adopted,  the  object  of  its  adoption, 
and  the  construction  that  has  been  placed 
on  it  by  the  legislature,  the  framers  of  tne 
several  Constitutions,  and  by  the  people. 
Questions  of  this  character  cannot  be  de- 
termined by  simply  ascertaining  the  ety- 
mology of  the  terms  used.  Public  roads 
may  be,  and  unquestionably  generally  are, 
^'internal  improvements;"  but  when  the  gen- 
eral assembly  has  been  prohibited  for  more 
than  half  a  century  from  in  any  mode  in- 
volving the  state  in  *'the  construction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement,  or  grant- 
ing any  aid  thereto,  which  will  involve  the 
faith  or  credit  of  tlie  state,  or  making  any 
appropriation  therefor,"the  question  is  not 
whether  that  term  can  include  "public 
roads,"  but  whether  it  was  intended  to  and 
did  do  so,  as  used  by  the  framers  of  the 
Constitution  and  the  people  who  adopted  it. 
As  was  said  in  Jarkson  v.  State,  87  Md.  194, 
30  Atl.  505:  "Tlie  Constitution  is  not  to  be 
construed  in  a  technical  manner,  but  in  as- 
certaining its  meaning  we  arc  to  consider 
the  circumstances  attending  its  adoption,  and 
what  apjx'ars  to  have  been  tlie  understand- 
ing of  the  people  when  they  adopted  it ;"  and 
we  then  only  announced  a  ruK»  of  intor]>reta- 
•«r»n  wliifli  had  been  frequently  adoi»ted. 
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It  is  only  by  recalling  what  seems  almost 
like  ancient  history  to  us  of  to-day — tliat 
there  was  a  time  when  the  state's  credit  u;is 
seriously  afTected — that  we  can  apprer»iii»» 
the  occasion  for  such  a  provision  as  the  oux* 
under  consideration.  Yet  we  find  the  same 
legislature  that  passed  this  act  recognizing 
the  great  public  services  rendered  by  a  for- 
mer governor  of  Maryland  in  pre-^erving  iu 
credit,  not  long  prior  to  the  anseuibling  of 
what  was  called  "The  Marj'land  Reform 
Convention  to  Revise  the  Constitution." 
From  the  debates  of  that  convention  and 
other  history  of  the  state,  it  is  well  known 
that  it  had  expended  millions  of  dollars 
in  aiding  "works  of  internal  improvement," 
which  in  some  instances  proved  to  be  worth- 
less investments,  and  in  others  giving  little 
or  no  promise  of  early  returns.  But  they 
were  canals^  railroads,  possibly  turnpike^ 
and  similar  internal  improvements;  and,  ao 
far  as  the  records  disclose,  or  we  trt  in- 
formed, not  one  dollar  of  the  state's  money 
had  been  lost  or  was  in  any  jeopardy  by 
reason  of  aid  to  such  "public  roads'*  as  we 
are  now  concerned  in.  With  the  exception 
of  about  $20,000,  in  the  aggregate,  loaned 
to  three  counties  by  Acts  1774,  chap.  21,  ue 
have  not  been  cited  to  any  instance  where 
its  credit  had  been  involved  for  the  l>en«*- 
fit  of  "public  roads,"  and,  indeed,  that 
was  whilst  Maryland  was  still  a  colony.  It 
was  said  by  the  appellees,  and  does  not  seem 
to  be  denied  by  the  appellant,  that  that 
act  is  "the  only  instance  of  direct  aid  from 
the  treasury  of  the  government,  provincial 
or  state,  to  public  roads."  But  be  that 
as  it  may,  certain  it  is,  as  clearly  shown 
by  the  debates  of  the  convention,  that  the 
"works  of  internal  improvement"  which 
had  been  and  were  then  giving  people  of 
this  state  such  concern  were  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad,  the  Chesapeake  & 
Ohio  Canal,  the  Tidewater  Canal,  and  simi- 
lar companies  in  which  the  state's  money 
had  been  so  largely  invested.  Such  enter- 
prises were  being  aided  not  only  for  the  pur- 
pose of  developing  the  state,  but  the  legis- 
lature had  doubtless  been  made  to  lielieve 
that  they  would  be  profitable  investments*. 
But  the  time  came  wl^n  the  state  could 
not  meet  the  interest  on  its  debt  incurred  by 
reason  of  these  investments,  and  it  was  in 
danger  of  bankruptcy  and  repudiation.  The 
legislature  passed:  "An  Act  to  Sell  the 
State's  Interest  in  the  Internal  Im- 
provement Companies,  and  to  Pay  the  Dehtn 
of  the  State"  (Acts  1842,  1843,  chap.  301 ». 
but  they  could  not  be  sold,  for  want  of  pur- 
chasers; and  tinally,  after  a  great  slruirglo, 
the  obligations  of  the  state  were  met  by  in- 
creased taxation,  and  its  credit  re-e-^t:'"- 
lislied.  When,  then,  the  constitutional  con- 
vention of  1851  submitt^ii  to  the  people  thi^ 
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provision,  it  is  certain  that  its  members 
and  the  people  had  in  mind  the  clmructer  of 
'internal  improvomonts''  which  had  been 
so  disastrous  to  the  state,  and  it  would 
sc»em  to  bo  equally  clear  that  they  did 
not  refer  t«  the  ordinary  *'public  roads," 
which  the  public  authorities  alone  con- 
struct. 

We  are  not  called  upon  to  attempt  to 
give  the  history  of  highway  legislation  in 
Maryland.  An  article  of  much  interest  is 
found  in  volume  3  of  "Maryland  Geological 
Survey,"  and  the  briefs  filed  in  this  case 
can  be  studied  with  profit.  It  must  suf- 
fice to  say  that,  with  the  exception  of  the 
National  Road,  built  by  the  general  gov- 
ernment from  Cumberland  westward,  and 
the  turnpike  and  plank  roads  constructed 
by  private  corporations  chartered  by  the 
state  or  by  individuals,  the  public  roads 
have  been  constructed  almost,  if  not  alto- 
gether, exclusively  by  the  local  authorities. 
We  followed  that  rule  of  the  common  law, 
with  others.  But,  while  that  is  so,  it  is 
equally  true  that  no  power  of  taxation  or 
other  means  of  raising  revenue  '  for  the 
construction  and  maintenance  of  roads  is 
vested  in  the  counties,  excepting  what  the 
state  gives  them.  "Cities  and  counties  are 
but  local  divisions  of  the  state,  organized 
and  chartered  for  the  more  efficient  and 
economical  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment. As  such  they  have  no  inherent  power 
of  taxation.  The  legislature  itself  may  levy 
needful  taxes  to  defray  the  general  expenses 
of  such  cities  or  counties,  or  it  may  delegate 
this  power  to  the  local  authorities.  These 
expenses  of  a  city  or  county — for  example, 
expenses  for  .  .  .  the  maintenance  of 
the  public  highways  and  other  like  expenses 
— are  public  or  governmental  expenses;  and 
the  power  of  taxation,  exercised  by  the  local 
authorities,  to  defray  such  expenses,  is  a 
delegated  power  derived  from  the  legisla- 
ture." Daly  ▼.  Morgan,  69  Md.  467,  1  L.  R. 
A.  75f,  16  Atl.  287.  Under  our  present 
system  the  county  commissioners  are  the 
boards  in  charge  of  the  local  affairs  of  the 
counties;  and,  by  §  1  of  article  7  of  the  Con- 
stitution, "their  compensation,  powers,  and 
duties  shall  be  such  as  now  or  may  be 
hereafter  prescribed  by  law."  Under  the 
Code  of  Public  General  Laws  (art.  25)  they 
have  charge  of  and  control  over  county 
roads  and  bridges,  have  the  power  to  open, 
alter,  or  close  public  roads  in  their  respec- 
tive counties,  and  are  required  to  keep  them 
in  repair.  But  the  legislature  can  so 
change  their  powers  and  duties  as  to  the 
public  roads  as  to  place  them  under  the  con- 
trol of  another  board,  as  was  done  in- Balti- 
more county,  where  they  were  put  in  the 
hands  of  road  commissioners;  and  the  stat- 
ute was  upheld  by  this  court,  to  the  ex- 
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tent  of  relieving  the  county  commissioners 
from  liability  for  damages  for  injuries 
sustained  by  reason  of  a  road  being  out  of 
repair.  Baltimore  County  v.  MHlson,  97 
Md.  207,  54  Atl.  71,  56  Ati.  596. 

Such  being  the  case,  it  would  seem 
strange  if  the  people  did  mean  by  this  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  to  deprive  the 
legislature  of  the  power  to  aid  in  the  con- 
struction of  county  roads.  It  may  well  be 
that  such  assistance  by  the  state  as  [>* 
proposed  by  this  act  may  be  the  means  of 
enabling  the  counties  to  construct  roads  of 
a  character  that  no  one  county  could  well 
undertake.  A  state  commission  such  as 
that  provided  for  may  be  able  to  introduce 
a  system  and  methods  that  the  local  au- 
thorities of  one  county  could  not  be  expect- 
ed to  undertake.  Yet,  if  the  contention  of 
the  appellant  is  correct,  there  not  only  couM 
not  be  a  commission  paid  by  the  state  t-o 
help  the  counties  in  this  work,  but  even 
one  such  as  this  would  be  unlawful,  for,  al- 
though the  act  of  1896  which  created  the 
commission  requires  the  members  to  serve 
without  compensation,  it  provides  that  they 
shall  be  reimbursed  for  actual  expenses  in- 
curred, and  there  are  expenses  connected 
with  their  duties,  other  than  those  personal 
to  the  members  of  the  commission,  which 
must  be  met.  Indeed,  can  it  be  doubted 
that  much  of  the  work  already  done  in 
connection  with  the  Maryland  Geological 
Survey  is  in  conflict  with  this  provision  of 
the  Constitution,  if  the  construction  con- 
tended for  must  be  placed  on  it?  On  page 
38  of  volume  1  of  the  reports  of  that  sur- 
vey attention  is  called  to  "the  special  in- 
vestigation of  road  materials."  After  re- 
ferring to  the  fact  that  perhaps  no  subject 
is  attracting  more  attention  "of  enlightened 
commonwealths"  than  the  proper  construc- 
tion of  roads,  and '"that,  if  the  money  now 
expended  annually  by  the  several  stateH 
was  properly  applied,  a  system  of  perma- 
nently good  roads  could  be  gradually  con- 
structed in  place  of  the  temporary  make- 
shifts now  in  vogue,"  the  importance  of 
showing  to  the  road  commissioners  of  each 
county  the  various  rock  formations  within 
the  state,  the  most  available  local  materials, 
questions  of  transportation  of  them,  etc., 
that  page  concludes:  "There  are  few  ways 
in  which  the  Geological  Survey  can  be  of 
more  direct  service  to  the  state  than  in 
giving  advice  regarding  the  proper  ma- 
terials for  road  construction,  and  it  is  the 
intention  of  the  State  Geologist  to  give  the 
subject  his  careful  attention  as  the  work 
of  the  survey  proceeds."  One  entire  vol- 
ume (3)  of  these  reports  is  devoted  to  this 
subject,  and  in  other  ways  the  money  of 
the  state  has  been  used  in  aid  of  these  "in- 
ternal improvements;"  but  is  it  to  be  sug- 
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geeted  that  the  framers  of  our  three  Con- 
stitutions containing  this  provision  ever 
dreamt  that  they  were  so  effectually  seal- 
ing the  doors  of  our  state  treasury  as  t^) 
prevent  the  expenditure  of  any  of  its  money 
for  such  purposes?  Every  intelligent  per- 
son in  the  state,  who  has  given  the  work 
of  this  commission,  and  the  officers  and 
others  employed  by  them,  due  considera- 
tion, must  know  that  the  public  money  has 
seldom  been  more  advantageously  spent  for 
the  development  and  advertisement  of  the 
state,  and  for  the  instruction  of  its  people 
in  matters  that  must  be  of  the  most  practi- 
cal and  permanent  benefit.  Yet  it  cannot 
be  doubted  that,  if  the  appropriation  made 
by  the  act  of  ^04  is  in  conflict  with  the 
Constitution,  the  expenditure  of  all  money 
heretofore  expended  by  the  officers  of  the 
Maryland  Geological  Survey  for  the  benefit 
of  the  highways  has  likewise  been  so,  for 
it  would  be  an  anomaly  to  say  that  the 
general  assembly  cannot  aid  in  the  actual 
construction  of  the  public  roads,  but  can 
aid  in  finding,  developing,  and  testing  the 
material  for  such  roads,  in  instructing  the 
county  officials  how  to  make  roads,  etc. 
Of  course,  we  are  aware  that  it  would  not 
justify  the  expenditure  of  the  money  under 
the  act  of  1904  to  show  that  other  money 
of  the  state  had  been  used  in  connection  with 
public  roads,  but  we  refer  to  this  to  show 
how  far  the  contention  of  the  appellant 
would  require  us  to  go,  if  adopted;  and, 
as  we  have  no  doubt  of  the  authority  of 
the  officers  of  the  Maryland  Geological  Sur- 
vey to  give  such  assistance  to  the  counties 
as  we  have  referred  to,  it  reflects  upon  the 
question  now  before  us. 

One  way  of  ascertaining  the  meaning  of 
a  word,  term^  or  expression  as  used  in  a 
Constitution,  sanctioned  by  this  and  other 
courts,  is  to  see  how  it  is  used  in  other  con- 
nections and  provisions  in  the  same  in- 
strument. The  concluding  part  of  this  pro- 
hibition of  the  present  Constitution  throws 
considerable  light  on  the  subject:  "Except 
in  aid  of  the  construction  of  works  of  in- 
ternal improvement  in  the  counties  of  St. 
Mary's,  Charles,  and  Calvert,  which  have 
had  no  direct  advantage  from  such  works 
as  have  been  heretofore  aided  by  the  state." 
What  "works"  had  been  heretofore  aided 
by  the  state?  We  have  seen  that  the  state 
had  not  aided  such  works  as  "public  roads," 
but  it  had  aided  railroads,  canals,  etc.,  such 
as  we  have  said  the  framers  of  the  Con- 
stitution had  in  mind.  If  it  was  intended 
to  equalize  those  counties  with  the  others, 
manifestly  it  was  intended  to  do  so  by  aid- 
ing them  in  "such  works"  as  the  state  had 
aided  the  others.  It  did  not  intend  simply 
to  make  a  donation  to  those  three  counties 
of  half  a  million  dollars,  but  that  they 
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should  "have  such  aid,  advances,  or  appro- 
priations" as  had  been  given  or  made,  which 
had  directly  benefited  the  other  connties. 
That  such  was  the  legislative  construction 
is  shown  by  the  significant  fact  that  at  the 
first  session  of  the  legislature  it 'passed  **An 
Act  to  Aid  in  Construction  of  Works  of  In- 
ternal Improvements  in  St.  Mary's,  Charles, 
and  Calvert  Counties"  (Acts  1868,  p.  8S0. 
chap.  464),  in  which  this  provision  of  the 
Constitution  was  referred  to;  and  in  th«j 
preamble  it  was  btated  that  "said  counties 
have  heretofore  received  no  direct  benefit 
from  works  heretofore  aided  by  the  stite.*' 
The  amount  was  tlien  apportioned  lK*t\v<M»R 
the  three  counties,  and  the  state  treasurer 
was  authorized  to  subscribe  to  the  capital 
stock  "of  any  railroad  company  now  char- 
tered, or  which  may  hereafter  be  chartereil. 
in  said  counties  respectively;"  thus  con- 
clusively showing  that  the  members  of  the 
legislature  who  were  elected  a  few  nionth-j 
after  the  Constitution  was  adopted  con- 
strued the  provision  as  contended  for  by 
the  appellees. 

Another  provision  of  the  Constitution 
which  reflects  on  the  subject  is  S  54  of  the 
same  article  (3).  That  provides  that  "no 
county  of  this  state  shall  contract  any  debt, 
or  obligation,  in  the  construction  of  any 
railroad,  canal,  or  other  work  of  intern.!  1 
improvement,  nor  give  or  loan  its  credit  to, 
or  in  aid  of,  any  association  or  corporation, 
unless  authorized  by  an  act  of  the  general 
assembly,"  which  must  be  published  for  two 
months,  and  then  be  approved  by  a  major- 
ity of  all  the  members  elected  to  each  house 
of  the  next  general  assembly.  If  the  con- 
struction urged  by  the  appellant  be  correct, 
a  county  could  not  incur  a  debt  or  obliga- 
tion to  construct  a  road  or  build  a  bridge 
without  first  complying  with  these  provi- 
sions. It  has  happened  in  some  portion**  of 
the  state  that  a  road  as  originally  con- 
structed has  been  so  completely  destroyed 
as  to  require  building  a  new  one  for  some 
distance  over  other  lands;  and,  althoujjh 
bridges  are  included  in  the  general  term  ** in- 
ternal improvements,"  it  is  not  unusual,  in 
some  portions  of  the  state,  for  them  to  be 
carried  off  by  floods.  If  a  county  meets 
with  such  disaster  by  reason  of  high  water*, 
such  as  some  of  t'ntiTX  5 id  in  1877,  1889.  and 
other  recent  years,  although  a  duty  to  re- 
place rests  upon  it,  nothing  could  be  done 
for  two  or  more  years;  depending  upon 
when  the  disaster  overtook  it.  Such  a  con- 
struction would  be  contrary  to  the  practicv 
of  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  counties;  and  it 
would  in  some  counties  ruin  many  of  the 
inhabitants  if  they  are  to  be  thus  cut  off 
from  markets  and  other  places  they  niu-t 
reach  for  such  length  of  time.  Counties 
have  frequently  contracted  large  obligation^* 


Digitized  by 


Google 


1905. 


Bon  SAL  V.  Yellott. 


010 


in  the  original  construction  of  roads  and 
bridges  without  attempting  to  comply  with 
the  provisions  of  this  section.  The  legis- 
lature has,  over  and  over  again,  passed 
laws  requiring  county  commissioners  to 
l)uild  bridges,  and  directing  the  issue  of 
bonds.  Sometimes  it  has  authorized  the 
issue  of  bonds  for  the  purpose  of  building 
new  roads,  and,  so  far  as  we  are  aware,  it 
lias  never  been  tlie  practice  in  such  cases 
to  comply  with  the  provisions  of  §  &4  of 
article  3  of  the  Constitution,  as  it  was  not 
thought  to  be  necessary,  either  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  legislature,  the  governors  and 
attorney  generals  passing  on  such  acts,  the 
county  officials,  or  by  the  people  at  large. 
It  would  he  unreasonable,  therefore,  to 
suppose  that  the  framers  of  the  Constitu- 
tion, or  the  people  who  voted  on  it,  ever 
intended  to  give  such  a  construction  to  the 
term  "works  of  internal  improvement,**  and, 
If  it  was  not  so  intended  as  to  the  counties, 
why  was  it  as  to  the  state?  If  "works  of 
internal  improvement*'  in  §  34  include  "pub- 
lic roads"  of  the  character  in  question,  why 
does  not  that  term  have  a  similar  meaning 
in  §  54  of  the  same  article?  Yet  it  has 
never  been  so  understood,  and  it  would  be 
<x)ntrary  to  all  precedents  to  so  construe  it. 
Still  other  expressions  are  to  be  found  in 
the  Constitution  of  the  state  showing  that 
the  meaning  of  this  term  is  not  such  as 
the  appellant  urges.  In  this  same  section 
the  legislature  is  forbidden  to  "use  or  ap- 
propriate the  proceeds  of  the  internal  im- 
provement companies;"  in  $  42,  art.  3, 
•Const.  1851,  it  was  made  the  duty  of  the 
legislature,  as  soon  as  the  public  debt  was 
paid,  "to  cause  to  be  transferred  to  the 
several  counties  and  the  city  of  Baltimore 
«tock  in  the  internal  improvement  com- 
panies;** in  §  3,  art.  12,  Const.  1867,  the 
board  of  public  works  was  authorized  to 
exchange  the  state's  interest  in  the  Balti- 
more &  Ohio  Railroad  Company,  and  "to 
sell  the  state's  interest  in  the  other  works 
of  internal  improvement,  whether  as  a 
stockholder  or  a  creditor;"  and  now  by 
that  section,  as  amended  in  1891,  "to  sell 
the  state's  interest  in  all  works  of  internal 
improvement,  whether  as  a  stockholder  or 
creditor."  In  1867  the  ptate  owned,  ex- 
clusive of  the  counties,  the  national  road 
within  its  boundaries,  and  it  was  undoubt- 
edly a  "public  highway;*'  but  can  it  be 
supposed  for  a  moment  that  it  was  a  **work 
of  internal  improvement,"  within  the  mean- 
ing intended  to  be  given  that  term  in  the 
Constitution, — either  in  $  3  of  article  12, 
or  in  f  34  of  article  3?  And  do  not  those 
several  provisions  of  the  Constitution  show 
conclusively  that  the  "works  of  internal 
improvement"  intended  were  such  as  the 
«tate  had  been  connected  with  or  interested 
60  L.  R.  A. 


in  as  "stockholder"  or  "creditor," — such  as 
had  driven  it  to  the  very  verge  of  bank- 
ruptcy and  repudiation, — ^and  not  such  as 
every  state  government  must  have,  either 
in  its  own  name,  or  in  the  names  of  its 
"political  agencies,  created  for  the  better 
government  of  the  affairs  of  the  state," 
which'  counties  are  said  to  be  in  Queen 
Anne's  County  v.  Talbot  County,  99  Md.  13. 
57  Atl.  1. 

The  learned  counsel  for  the  appellees 
have  quoted  the  titles  of  many  acts  of  the 
general  assembly  passed  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Constitution  of  1851  which 
strongly  indicate  the  meaning  of  the  term 
as  used  by  the  legislature  during  the  peri- 
od this  state  was  becoming  interested  in 
"internal  improvements."  They  are  such 
aB  "An  Act  for  the  Promotion  of  Internal 
Improvements,"  "A  Supplement  to  the  Act 
Entitled  'An  Act  for  the  Promotion  of  In- 
ternal Improvements,' "  "An  Act  to  Provide 
Ways  and  Means  to  Meet  the  Subscriptions 
on  the  Part  of  the  State  to  Works  of  Inter- 
nal Improvements,"  and  many  others.  It 
will  be  seen  by  an  examination  that  in  most 
of  them  provision  was  made  for  subscription 
by  the  state  to  the  stock  or  bonds  of  rail- 
roads or  canals,  or  both,  the  issue  of  certifi- 
cates of  stock  of  the  state,  and  other  means 
to  aid  these  "internal  improvements."  An 
examination  of  these  and  similar  acts  can- 
not fail  to  strengthen  the  conviction  that 
the  makers  of  our  Constitutions,  and  the 
people  who  by  their  action  made  them  ef- 
fective, had  in  mind  such  internal  improve- 
ments as  those  acts  have  reference  to,  and 
not  such  as  public  roads. 

It  is  difficult  to  do  full  justice  to  this 
subject  in  an  opinion  of  anything  like  rea- 
sonable length,  and  we  do  not  desire  to  un- 
necessarily prolong  this,  important  as  we 
realize  the  subject  fo  be.  We  fully  appre- 
ciate the  importance,  and,  under  some  con- 
ditions, the  necessity,  of  curbing  the  ten- 
dency to  make  too  free  use  of  the  public 
funds  or  the  credit  of  the  state.  This  pro- 
vision in  the  Constitution  is  a  wise  one, 
and  perhaps  has  at  times  saved  the  state 
from  becoming  interested,  not  to  say  in- 
volved, in  what  might  well  be  deemed  ques- 
tionable enterprises  for  a  state  to  embark 
in.  Nor  have  we  any  doubt  that  a  public 
highway  is  an  "internal  improvement,"  as, 
indeed,  in  a  sense,  the  term  may  include 
the  statehouse,  the  court  of  appeals  build- 
ing, the  penitentiary,  house  of  correction, 
reformatory  institutions,  hospitals,  and  the 
like,  including  the  improvements  of  the 
grounds  appurtenant  thereto,  and  the  roads 
and  ways  leading  to  them;  but  we  are  con- 
vinced tu::t  the  term  ''works  of  internal  im- 
provement," as  used  in  this  section  of  th*» 
Constitution,  was  not  intended  to.*  and  does 


Digitized  by 


Google 


920 


Maryland  Court  of  Appeals. 


yu 


not,  embrace  the  "public  highways"  contem- 
plated by  tlie  act  of  1004.  The  occasion  for 
such  provision,  the  discussion  of  the  sub- 
ject in  the  convention  that  first  adopted  it, 
the  context,  the  evident  meaning  of  the 
term  in  other  parts  of  the  Constitutions, 
the  prior,  contemporaneous,  and  subsequent 
construction  of  the  terra,  all  suggest  this  as 
the  reasonable  and  proper  meaning  to  be 
given  to  it  by  the  courts.  Then,  when  we 
add  to  those  considerations  the  additional 
one  that  by  the  same  Constitution  wliich 
first  adopted  this  provision  it  was  provided 
that  the  county  commissioners  "shall  exer- 
cise- such  powers  and  duties  only  as  the 
legislature  may  from  time  to  time  pre- 
scribe," and  by  the  present  one  their  "pow- 
ers and  duties  shall  be  such  as  now,  or  may 
be  hereafter  prescribed  by  law,"  we  are 
strengthened  in  our  conviction.  For,  as 
was  well  said  in  appellees'  brief,  "the  estab- 
lishment, construction,  and  maintenance  of 
public  roads  is  a  primary  function  of  gov- 
ernment," and  when  we  remember  that  a 
county  is  but  a  division  of  the  state,  *'cre- 
ated  and  organized  for  public  political  pur- 
poses connected  with  the  administration 
of  the  state  government,"  and  that  the  leg- 
islature has,  under  the  power  given  it  by 
the  Constitution,  imposed  the  duty  on  the 
county  oommissioners  to  raise  money  with 
which  the  public  roads  can  be  maintained, 
it  would  seem  remarkable,  if  not  unjust  to 
the  counties,  if  the  legislature  was  intention- 
ally shorn  of  the  power  to  give  such  reason- 
able aid  to  the  counties  towards  the  con- 
struction or  improvement  of  public  roads  as 
this  act  contemplates.  The  general  assem- 
bly ex^^rcises  great  power  over  the  counties, 
and  in  no  respect  more  than  concerning 
their  public  roads  and  bridges,  as  illustrated 
in  the  cases  between  Queen  Anne*8  County 
and  Talbot  County  in  50  Md.  245,  and  99  Md. 
13,  57  Atl.  1,  the  Baltimore  County  v.  Wilson 
Case,  97  Md.  207,  54  Atl.  71,  56  Atl.  596, 
and  by  the  act  of  1878,  chap.  158,  p.  256, 
by  which  it  required  Allegany  and  Garrett 
counties  to  take  charge  of  and  keep  in  re- 
pair the  national  road.  Yet,  if  the  appel- 
lant's contention  is  right,  it  cannot  aid 
these  "political  divisions  of  the  state,  or- 
ganized with  a  view  to  the  general  policy  of 
the  state,"  as  was  said  of  counties  in  Daly 
V.  M organ f  "although  they  are  constantly 
subject  to  legislative  control,"  however 
desirable  for  the  state  at  large  it  may  be  to 
do  so.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that,  in  the 
absence  of  some  constitutional  prohibition, 
the  general  assembly  has  full  power  to  fur- 
nish such  aid;  and  when  we  are  called  upon 
to  determine  whether  a  recognized  and  un- 
questioned power  has  been  taken  from  a 
body  such  as  the  general  assembly,  in  which 
it  was  formerly  vested,  any  doubt  on  the 
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subject  should  be  resolved  in  favor  of  its 
continuance,  rather  tlian  against  it, — espe- 
cially when  it  concerns  a  subject  in  which 
the  state  has  so  much  intere.-^t  as  public 
roads.  Rules  of  interpretation  adopted  by 
I  the  courts  require  them  to  sustain  legisla- 
'  tion  when  it  can  properly  be  done,  and 
courts  should  be  inclined  to  continue  the 
powers  formerly  vested  in  the  general  as- 
sembly, unless  there  be  manifested  a  clear, 
unquestionable  intent  to  take  them  from  it. 
Being  of  the  opinion  that  Acts  1904,  chap. 
225,  p.  388,  is  not  in  conflict  with  S  34  of 
article  3  of  the  Constitution,  as  the  terra 
"works  of  interna]  improvements,"  a.s  there- 
in used,  was  not  intended  to  apply  to  such 
public  highways  of  the  state  as  are  con- 
structed by  the  counties  and  contemplated 
by  that  act,  the  decree  of  the  lower  court  so 
holding  will  be  affirmed. 

Decree  affirmed;  costs  to  be  paid  by  the 
appellant. 


Mary  E.  POLK  et  al,  Appts,, 

V. 

Helen  A.  LINTHICUM 


(. 


.Md.. 


.) 


1.  Mere  vnfrtendltmeiiB  of  a  ee«tnt  ^ne 
triuit  toirarard  a  treat ee    ts    not    sufflcient 

ground  for  the  removal  of  the  latter. 

2.  The  remoiral  of  the  ^rtdoifr  aa  trustee 
of  a  fond  provided  for  the  heneflt  of 
te«tator*«  davshter  Is  required,  where  she 
elected  to  take  her  dower  rights  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  will,  thereby  depleting  the  trust 
estate,  and  destroying  a  very  Important  part 
of  the  scheme  of  the  testator,  remarried  with- 
in a  short  time,  became  estranded  from  the 
eettui  que  tnuA  and  her  cotrustees  so  that  no 
Intercourse  could  subsist  between  them,  and 
kept  the  estate  In  needless  litigation. 

(March   23,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  plaintiffs  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Circuit  Court  for  Baltimore  City  re- 
fusing to  remove  a  trustee.      Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  James  P.  Gorier  and  EL  Ar- 
thur Stump,  for  appellants: 

The  behavior  of  Mrs.  Linthicuni  is  very 
much  below  the  standard  that  the  courts  of 
this  state  exact  in  the  performance  of  the 
responsible  and  delicate  duties  pertaining 
to  the  office  of  trustee. 

Dickerson  v.  Smith,  17  S.  C.  289. 

There  ought  to  be  peaceful  intercourse  be- 
tween the  beneficiary  and  those  intrusted 
with  the  management  of  the  estate.     Where 


Note. — On  the  question  of  dlssentions  be- 
tween beneficiary  and  trustee  as  ground  for  the 
latter's  removal,  see  also.  In  this  series.  May  t. 
May,  41   L.  R.   A.  767. 
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Btrnined  relationn  exist  between  trustee  and 
cestui  que  trusty  the  court  has  exercised  its 
I>o\ver,  and  removed  the  trustee. 

Wilson  V.  Wilson,  145  Mass.  492,  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  477,  14  N.  E.  521;  McPherson  v. 
Cox,  90  U.  S.  419,  24  L.  ed.  751 ;  Scott  v. 
Rand.  118  Mass.  215;  May  v.  Majf,  167  U. 
S.  310.  42  L.  ed.  179,  17  Sup.  Gt.  Rep.  824. 

Strained  relationship  between  the  trus- 
t€»os  is  an  additional  ground  for  removal. 

May  V.  May,  107  U.  S.  310,  42  L.  ed.  179, 

17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  824;  Uvcdale  v.  Ettrick,  2 
rh.  Cas.  130;  Jones  v.  Stockctt,  2  Bland, 
Ch.  434;  Quackcnhoss  v.  Southwicky  41  X. 
Y.  117;  Re  Bernstein,  3  Redf.  20;  Druid 
Park  Hciyhts  Co.  v.  Oct  finger,  53  Md.  62. 

When  Mrs.  Linthicum  renounced  the  will, 
she  ceased  to  be  trustee. 

Meyer's  Estate,  8  Pa.  Co.  Ct.  374. 

Messrs.  T.  R.  Clendinen,  Enoob  Har- 
UiB,  and  J.  Cbarles  Itinthioum  Sc 
Brother,  for  appellee: 

Equity  will  not  exercise  its  power  to  take 
charge  of  and  administer  a  trust  when  it 
is  being  properlj*  admini$\tered  by  the  trus- 
tee. 

Perry,  Tr.  §275;  Schouler,  Exrs.  & 
Admrs.  2d  ed.  $  33,  pp.  45,  40;  Massey  v. 
Stout,  4  Del.  Ch.  274 ;  Thompson  v.  Thomp- 
son, 2  B.  Mon.  175. 

A  trustee  appointed  by  the  grantor  of  the 
benefits  should  not  be  displaced  unless  he 
has  violated  his  trust, — especially  when 
asked  for  by  part  only  of  the  beneficiaries. 

Berry  V.  Williamson,  11  B.  Mon.  271; 
Re  Newman,  124  Cal.  688,  45  L.  R.  A.  782, 
57  Pac.  680;  Kidd  v.  Bates,  120  Ala.  79, 
41  L.  R.  A.  155,  74  Am.  St.  Rep.  17,  23  So. 
735. 

An  executor  appointed  by  will  cannot  be 
rejected  by  the  court,  except  where  the  law 
has  specially  so  provided. 

Smith's  Appeal,  61  Conn.  420,  16  L.  R.  A. 
5.38,  24  Atl.  273;  William's  Appeal,  73  Pa. 
277;  Bonner  v.  Lessley,  61  Miss.  397; 
Moorman  v.  Crockett,  90  Va.  198,  17  S.  E. 
87.5. 

The  mere  fact  of  there  being  a  dissention 
between  the  cestui  que  trust  and  the  trus- 
tee is  not  a  sufficient  ground  for  removing 
thnt  trustee  from  the  trust. 

Forster  v.  Davies.  4  DeG.  F.  &  J.  139; 
Gibbes  v.  Smith,  2  Rich.  Eq.  134 ;  Clark  v. 
Anderson,  10  Bush,  113;  Xickels  v.  Philips, 

18  Fla.  735;  Keen's  Estate.  6  Pa.  Co.  Ct. 
645;  Stevenson's  Appeal,  08  Pa.  105. 

Testator's  judgment  in  appointment  will 
not  be  interfered  with. 

Berry  v.  Williamson,  11  B.  Mon.  245; 
McPherson  v.  Cox,  96  U.  S.  404,  24  L,  ed. 
746:  Smith's  Appeal,  01  Conn.  420,  16  L.  R. 
A.  538.  24  Atl.  273;  May  v.  May,  107  U.  S. 
317,  42  L.  ed.  183,  17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  824. 
(10  L.  R.  A. 


Page,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

This  is  an  appeal  from  the  order  of  the 
lower  court  dismissing  the  petition  of  the 
appellants  for  the  removal  of  the  appellee 
from  the  trust  created  by  the  last  will  and 
testament  of  the  late  Gabriel  D.  Clark.  The 
decedent  left,  surviving  him,  a  wiclow  (the 
appellee  in 'this  case)  and  two  children  by  a 
former  wife  (a  son,  Gabriel  D.  Clark,  jr., 
and  a  daughter,  Mary,  who,  with  her  hus- 
band, Lucius  C.  Polk,  are  the  appellants). 
By  his  last  will,  made  in  the  year  1892,  he 
distributed  a  large  estate,  except  as  to  a 
small  portion  donated  to  certain  charitable 
purposes,  among  the  seyeral  members  of  his 
family.  For  his  wife  he  made  an  ample  pro- 
vision. He  gave  her  his  residence  and  con- 
tents, and  one  half  of  his  personal  estate, 
amounting  to  more  than  a  million  and  a 
half  of  dollars,  for  her  life  or  widowhood, 
and  one  third  of  the  residue  of  his  realty  for 
life.  All  the  residue  of  his  estate,  including 
that  portion  that  might  remain  after  the 
termination  of  the  estate  given  to  the  wife 
for  life  or  for  widowhood,  he  divided  among 
his  son  and  daughter.  The  son  took  his 
share  absolutely,  but  that  of  his  daughter 
was  given  to  his  widow,  his  son,  and  the 
Mercantile  Trust  Company  of  Baltimore,  in 
trust  to  hold  and  manage  the  same,  and  pay 
over  the  income  thereof  to  Mrs.  Polk,  "into 
her  hands  and  not  into  another,"  for  her 
life,  and  from  her  death  to  his  grandson,  if 
he  be  then  living,  during  his  natural  life, 
and  then  for  the  benefit  of  his  child  or  chil- 
dren, until  the  youngest  child  shall  have 
reached  twenty-one  years  of  age,  when  the 
trust  is  to  close,  and  the  property  shall  vest 
absolutely  in  the  said  children.  In  the 
event  of  his  grandson  dying  without  leaving 
child  or  descendant,  the  property  is  to  go  to 
the  children  of  the  testator's  brother.  He 
died  on  the  8th  December,  1890,  and  in  June, 
1898,  the  court  assumed  jurisdiction  of  the 
trust. 

The  appellee  and  the  decedent  were  mar- 
ried in  1883.  From  the  time  of  the  mar- 
riage up  to  his  death,  it  seems  not  to  be 
questioned  that  their  intercourse  was  har- 
monious and  agreeable.  From  the  period  of 
Mr.  Clark's  death,  there  arose  causes  of  es- 
trangement l)etween  the  widow  and  the  chil- 
dren, which  have  brought  about  much  bad" 
feeling,  and  broken  up  all  the  plcasnnt  rela- 
tions that  may  have  heretofore  subsisted  be- 
tween them.  We  do  not  deem  it  necessary, 
in  the  view  we  take  of  the  case,  to  enter  in- 
to a  discussion  of  the  nature  of  these  causes, 
nor  to  make  any  attempt  to  determine  how 
far  the  suspicion  and  distrust  the  children 
seem  to  entertain  for  the  appellee  may  be 
justified  by  the  circumstances  as  they  are 
disclosed    by    the   record.     It    will    be    suf- 
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ficient  to  observe  that  in  fact  ever  since 
Mr.  Clark's  death  these  causes  have  operated 
to  bring  about  a  most  unfortunate  state  of 
bad  feeling  in  the  family,  and  to  develop 
differences  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
trust  which  have  kept  the  estate  in  constant 
litigation.  The  appellee,  it  is  true,  has  tes- 
tified that  she  has  never  entertained  "one 
moment  of  ill  will  against  one  of  them" 
(meaning  Mr.  Clark  and  his  sister)  ;  and 
it  may  be  conceded  that  the  appellee  has  tes- 
tified with  entire  candor  and  honesty.  But 
notwithstanding  this,  it  seems  improbable, 
if  not  impossible,  that,  under  all  the  circum- 
stances of  the  case,  she  can  ever  resume 
with  them  the  kindlj'  and  sympathetic  rela- 
tions that  existed  during  the  lifetime  of  the 
testator,  and  are  so  necessary  for  the  suc- 
•cessful  conduct  of  a  trust  like  the  one  under 
this  will.  It  may  not  unreasonably  be  as- 
sumed that  the  testator  made  selection  of 
his  widow  not  only  because  of  his  entire  con- 
fidence in  her  judgment  and  integrity,  but 
also  because  he  knew  of  her  satisfactory  re- 
lations with  Mrs.  Polk.  He  must  have 
sought  not  only  that  his  daughter's  share 
of  his  estate  should  be  wisely  and  honestly 
controlled,  but  that  her  dealings  with  those 
managing  the  trust  might  be  through  the 
medium  of  the  appellee,  whose  affectionate 
solicitude  for  her  comfort  and  welfare  would 
soften  to  some  extent,  at  least,  the  burden 
of  having  to  submit  to  the  will  of  others. 
These  remarks  are  not  intended  as  the  state- 
ment of  a  sufiicient  ground  for  a  removal, 
for  the  reason  that  it  seems  to  be  well  set- 
tled that  mere  imfriendliness  of  the  cestui 
que  trust  towards  the  trustee  is  not  a  suf- 
firiont  ground  per  ae  for  the  removal  of  the 
latter.  Forster  v.  Davies,  4  DeG.  F.  Sl  J. 
I'M);  WiLsony.  U'iZ*on,  145  Mass.  492,  1  Am. 
St.  Rep.  477,  14  N.  E.  521;  But  these  re- 
flections, we  think,  enable  us  to  approach  the 
consideration  of  other  features  of  the  case 
in  our  judgment  of  more  importance.  The 
last  will  of  the  testator  was  made  and  exe- 
<;uted  in  the  year  1892,  four  years  prior  to 
his  death.  It  evinces  a  solicitude  for  the 
welfare  of  each  member  of  his  family,  as 
well  as  an  earnest  desire  to  maintain  an  ab- 
solute equality  among  his  children.  He  in- 
tended, it  is  true,  to  guard  the  share  of  Mrs. 
Polk  by  means  of  the  trust,  for  reasons  of 
which  we  are  not  informed,  but  which  we 
must  assume  were  inspired  by  the  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  operate  for  her  benefit. 
But  he  bestowed  upon  each  of  his  children 
an  equal  share  of  the  estate.  To  the  widow 
he  was  extremely  liberal.  He  gave  her  a 
life  interest  in  more  than  one  half  of  his 
estate.  It  included  the  dwelling  and  con- 
tents, and  an  income  estimated  by  one  of 
the  counsel  to  amount  to  more  than  $50,- 
000  per  annum.  He  seems,  therefore,  to 
69  L.  R.  A. 


have  regarded  the  interest  and  probably  the 
wishes  of  all  the  members  of  his  family. 
At  the  time  he  selected  his  widow  as  one 
of  the  trustees  for  his  daughter,  he  mu.-^i 
have  believed  that  the  agreeable  relation^* 
between  her  and  his  children  would  continu** 
to  exist  after  he  was  gone.  He  probably  did 
not  anticipate  that  she  would  remarry  with- 
in less  than  a  year  and  a  half  after  hU 
death,  and  thereupon  would  be  broken  up 
the  home  where  they  had  so  happily  resided, 
nor  that  there  would  spring  up  so  soon  es- 
trangements of  serious  character  and  far- 
reaching  effect.  His  object  in  joining  her  in 
the  management  of  the  trust  could  not  hare 
been  to  supply  the  business  skill  needed  for 
the  successful  control  of  so  large  an  estate, 
for  that  was  already  supplied  by  the  other 
trustees.  What  else  could  have  been  his  mrv- 
tive,  but  that  there  might  be  at  his  daugh- 
ter's side  a  safe,  agreeable,  and  sympathetic 
medium  through  which  she  could  convey  her 
wishes  respecting  the  trust  estate  to  those 
that  had  it  in  charge?  Her  position  on  the 
board  of  trustees  seems  to  be  an  additional 
proof  of  the  fact  that  he  intended  the  tru^t 
estate  primarily  for  the  benefit  only  of  hu 
daughter,  to  be  enjoyed  by  her  in  the  most 
agreeable  as  well  as  the  most  advantageous 
manner.  It  is  apparent,  also,  from  the  face 
of  the  will  that  the  scheme  of  the  testator 
was,  after  providing  liberally  for  his  widow, 
to  so  dispose  of  all  his  property  in  such  a 
manner  that  it  should  eventually  go  down  in 
the  line  of  his  own  blood.  The  testimony 
also  shows  that  he  was  exceedingly  solicit- 
ous that  his  dispositions  should  be  accept- 
able to  his  wife.  He  trusted  her,  talked 
with  her  about  his  will,  read  it  to  her,  and 
she  promised  him  to  do  what  he  wished  her 
to  do.  Mr.  Snowden,  who  prepared  the  will, 
testified  that  after  the  will  was  executed  the 
appellee  "was  called  into  the  parlor,  and  Mr. 
Clark  requested  me  to  read  it  to  her,  which 
I  did,  very 'carefully  and  deliberately,  and 
he  asked  her  if  she  understood  it,  and 
whether  she  approved  of  it,  to  which  she  re- 
plied that  she  did."  Notwithstanding  this 
solemn  declaration  on  her  part,  she  r..»- 
nounced  the  will,  and  elected  to  take  in  lieu 
thereof  her  dower  or  legal  estate.  By  this 
act  she  took  out  from  the  operation  of  Vtv* 
trust  a  very  large  amount — ^probably  seAerjil 
hundred  thousand  of  dollars — and  diveit'*d 
it  to  her  own  use.  We  are  not  now  que-*- 
tioning  in  any  manner  her  right  thus  to  re- 
nounce, or  what  the  moral  aspect  of  the  :ict 
may  be,  when  considered  in  connection  with 
the  statements  and  promises  made  by  her  to 
her  late  hu?band,  but  we  regard  it  now  only 
as  a  fact  to  be  considered  in  connection  with 
other  matters  in  relation  to  the  truj»t.  Mort«- 
over,  it  appears  from  the  record  thai  loss 
than  one  year  and  a  half  after  her  husband's 
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<leath  she  remarried,  and  ceased  not  only 
to  be  on  good  terras  with  her  stepchildren, 
but  all  intercourse  of  every  kind  witli  his 
family  ceased.  It  is  clear  that  by  these  acts 
she  destroyed  a  very  important  part  of  the 
scheme  of  the  testator.  His  property  has 
l:)een  diverted  from  the  channel  in  which  he 
desired  it  to  go,  and  the  trust  has  been  de- 
pleted to  the  extent  of  many  thousands  of 
dollars.  Moreover,  the  proof  shows  that  her 
cotrustee,  Mr.  Clark,  entertains  feeling  of 
such  a  positive  character  towards-  her  that 
proper  co-operation  between  them  in  the 
business  of  the  trust  has  become  impossible, 
aiid  also  that  the  beneficiary  has  become 
•char<jed  with  distrust  of  her,  founded  upon 
her  dealings  with  the  property  of  the  tes- 
tator, 80  that  for  the  future  there  can  no 
longer  be  personal  relations  between  them. 
Finally,  whatever  amount  of  blame  may  or 
may  not  attach  to  the  appellee,  if  any,  there 
<jan  be  no  doubt  her  participation  in  the 
trust  has  for  many  years  operated  to  keep 
the  estate  in  litigation,  at  much  expense; 
and  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  expect  that,  if 
-she  remain,  there  may  be  other  recurring 
matters  that  will  develop  still  further  liti- 
gation for  many  years  longer.  In  addition 
to  this,  we  think  it  is  clear  that  the  testa- 
tor created  this  trust  for  the  benefit  of  his 
-daughter,  and  selected  his  wife  to  be  one  of 
the  trustees,  not  for  her  personal  advantage, 
but  for  that  of  the  cestui  que  trust.  His 
ivill  ought  to  and  must  be  respected;  but 
it  is  not  for  a  moment  to  be  even  suspected 
that  he  would  have  appointed  anyone  for 
the  performance  of  the  duty  of  trustee  for 
the  benefit  of  his  daughter  whose  first  act 
would  be  the  depletion  of  the  trust  by  re- 
nouncing his  will,  and  thereby  diminishing 
the  value  of  the  trust  estate,  and  to  that  ex- 
tent destroying  his  cherished  hopes  and 
wishes,  and  afterwards,  having  remarried, 
become  so  obnoxious  to  his  children  that 
they  are  unwilling  to  have  dealings  with 
her.  These  things  show  a  want  of  fidelity 
to  the  wishes  of  the  testator,  and  render  the 
person  so  affected  unfit  to  keep  the  financial 
prosperity  of  his  daughter  in  her  hands.  In 
addition  to  this,  we  think  it  undoubtedly 
was  Mr.  Clark's  desire  that  his  daughter 
should  not  only  receive  her  income  prompt- 
ly, but  that  she  should  be  made  comfort- 
able in  the  reception  of  it  as  well  as  in  its 
enjoyment.  The  mere  fact  of  dissention  be- 
<9  L.  IL  A. 


tween  the  cestui  que  trust  and  the  trustee  is 
not,  it  is  true,  a  sufficient  ground  for  the  re- 
moval of  a  trustee,  because,  as  was  said  in 
Forster  v.  Davies,  4  DeG.  F.  &  J.  139,  a 
cestui  que  trust  "might  at  any  time  raise  a 
quarrel  with  the  trustee,  and  thereupon 
come  to  this  court  to  discharge  the  trustee 
and  remove  him  from  the  trust  upon  the 
ground  of  the  impossibility  of  their  acting 
together."  But  it  is  also  well  settled  that 
an  application  by  a  cestui  que  trust  .to  re- 
move a  trustee  is  addressed  to  the  reason- 
able discretion  of  the  court,  and  "requires 
a  careful  consideration  of  all  the  circum- 
stances, the  existing  relations,  and  to  some 
ejctent  the  state  of  feeling  between  the  {par- 
ties." Scott  V.  Rand,  118  Mass.  215.  And 
so  in  May  v.  May,  167  U.  S.  320,  42  L.  ed. 
184,  17  Sup-  Ct.  Rep.  828,  the  Supreme 
Court  said:  **The  power  to  remove  a  trus- 
tee and  to  substitute  another  in  his  place 
is  incidental  to  its  paramount  duty  to  see 
that  trusts  are  properly  executed,  and  may 
properly  be  exercised  whenever  such  a  state 
of  mutual  ill  feeling,  growing  out  of  his  be- 
havior, exists  between  the  trustees,  or  be- 
tween the  trustee  in  question  and  the  bene- 
ficiaries, that  his  continuance  in  office  would 
be  detrimental  to  the  execution  of  the  trust, 
even  if  no  other  reason  than  that  human 
infirmity  would  prevent  the  cotrustee  or 
the  beneficiaries  from  working  in  harmony 
with  him,  and  although  charges  of  miscon- 
duct against  him  are  either  not  made  out, 
or  are  greatly  exaggerated."  Dishrow  v, 
Dishrow,  46  App.  Div.  115,  61  N.  Y.  Supp. 
614,  Affirmed  in  167  N.  Y.  606,  60  N.  E. 
1110:  M'ilson  v.  Wilson,  145  Mass.  490,  1 
Am.  St.  Rep.  477,  14  N.  E.  521. 

We  do  not  rest  our  decision  in  this  case 
upon  the  mere  fact  of  inharmonious  rela- 
tions between  the  appellee  and  Mrs.  Polk, 
or  between  the  appellee  and  her  cotrustee: 
but  we  are  of  opinion  that  these  and  other 
facts  stated  in  the  record,  and  particularly 
that  she  has  placed  herself  in  a  position  of 
hostility  to  the  plans  of  the  decedent,  where- 
by the  trust  fund  has  been  materially  de- 
pleted, convince  us  that  she  is  not  a  proper 
person  to  longer  act  as  a  cotrustee  of  the 
fund,  and  should  therefore  be  removed. 

Order  reversed  and  cause  remanded,  that 
an  order  may  be  passed  removing  the  appel- 
lee from  the  trusteeship;  the  appellee  to 
pay  costs  in  this  court  and  below. 
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COLLINSVILLE  SAVINGS  SOCIETY 

V. 

BOSTON  INSURANCE   COMPANY,  Appt. 

(77  Conn.  676.) 

An  open  mortsraflre  clause  attached  to  a 
policy  of  lire  insurance^  which  merely 
provides  that  loss,  If  any,  shall  be  paid  to  a 
mortgagee  as  his  Interest  may  appear,  does 
not  create  any  contract  relations  between  the 
mortgagee  and  insurer,  or  give  the  mortga- 
gee a  right  to  participate  In  arbitration  pro- 
ceedings to  fix  the  amount  of  loss ;  and,  there- 
fere,  he  will  be  bound  by  the  award,  although 
he  was  glyen  no  opportunity  to  1>e  heard. 

(April  20,   1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Hartford 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  the  amount  alleged  to 
be  due  on  a  fire  insurance  policy.  Reversed 
in  part. 

Statement  by  Prentice,  J. : 

One  Woodruff  was  the  owner  of  a  lot  of 
land  in  New  Hartford,  with  a  building 
standing  thereon.  These  premises  were  sub- 
ject to  a  mortgage  to  the  plaintiff  for  $10,- 
000.  Woodruff  caused  the  building  to  be 
concurrently  insured  in  five  companies  for 
the  total  sum  of  $9,000.  The  defendant 
wrote  $2,000  of  this  amount.  The  policies 
were  in  the  form  of  the  Connecticut  stand- 
ard policy,  had  stamped  thereon  the  so- 
ealled  reduced  rate,  or  80  per  cent,  clause, 
«nd  bore  the  indorsement,  "Loss,  if  anj^ 
payable  to  the  Collinsville  Savings  Society 
as  their  mortgage  interest  may  appear." 
The  building  having  been  damaged  by  fire, 
the  defendant  and  Woodruff  made  a  submis- 
sion in  writing  to  two  appraisers  and  an 
umpire  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  pol- 
icy. This  submission,  whose  result  the  pol- 
icy provided  should  be  final,  left  to  the  de- 
termination of  the  appraisers  and  umpire 
the  two  factors  from  which  the  defendant's 
liability  could  be  ascertained  by  a  mathe- 
matical calculation,  to  wit,  the  "sound 
value"  of  the  property  damaged  and  the  fire 
damage.  Tt  also  provided  that,  in  deter- 
mining the  sound  value  and  the  loss  upon 
the  property  insured,  the  appraisers  should 


"make  an  estimate  of  the  actual  cash  co»t 
of  replacing  or  repairing  the  same,  or  the 
actual  cash  value  thereof,  at  and  immediate- 
ly preceding  the  time  of  the  fire;  and,  in 
case  of  depreciation  of  the  property  from 
use,  age.  condition,  location,  or  otherwise,  a 
proper  deduction  shall  be  made  therefor." 
The  appraisers  thereupon  made  their  award, 
determining  therein  thatjthe  sound  value  of 
the  property  was  $17,500,  and  the  fire  loss 
$3,571.94.  The  sound  value  was  arrived  at 
by  estimating  the  cost  of  construction  of  a 
new  building,  and  deducting  therefrom  the 
depreciation  arising  from  the  length  of  time 
the  burned  building  had  been  built,  and  the 
use  to  which  it  had  been  put.  Upon  thi<i 
basis  an  apportionment  was  correctly  made, 
and  the  defendant's  liability  ascertained  to 
be  $510.28.  Subsequently,  proof  of  loss  hav- 
ing been  made  by  Woodruff,  the  defendant 
made  out  its  sight  draft  for  said  sum  of 
$510.28,  payable  to  the  joint  order  of  Wood- 
ruff and  the  plaintiff,  and  attached  thereto 
a  receipt  to  be  signed  by  said  payees,  and  to 
accompany  the  draft  when  presented  for 
payment.  Woodruff  thereupon,  with  knowl- 
edge of  the  result  of  the  appraisal,  in- 
dorsed said  draft  and  signed  said  receipt, 
which  recited  that  the  amount  of  the  draft 
was  received  of  the  defendant  in  full  of  all 
claims  and  demands  for  loss  and  damage  by 
reason  of  its  said  policy  and  the  fire  in  quei«- 
tion.  The  plaintiff,  having  been  presented 
with  certain,  at  least,  of  the  drafts  and  re- 
ceipts made  out  in  settlement  of  said  loss, 
thereupon  notified  the  defendant  that  it 
would  not  accept  the  award,  and  subsequent- 
ly brought  this  action.  The  plaintiff  wa«< 
not  a  party  to  said  submission,  nor  did  it 
participate  or  acquiesce  in  the  same  or  in 
the  proceedings  thereunder.  Woodruff  ha^ 
never  objected  to  or  complained  of  the 
award.  On  the  day  upon  which  the  plain- 
tiff notified  the  defendant,  as  stated,  that  it 
refused  to  recognize  the  award,  it  obtained 
from  Woodruff  an  assignment  in  writing  of 
all  his  right,  interest,  and  claim  against  the 
defendant  by  reason  of  said  loss,  and  forth- 
with gave  notice  thereof  to  the  defendant. 
The  evidence  disclosed  no  suggestion  of  bad 
faith  on  the  part  of  either  the  defendant  or 
Woodruff.  The  trial  court  ruled  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff's  contention  that  it  was  not 


Note. — As  to  right  of  mortgagee  to  be  a 
party  to  arbitration  on  a  loss  under  an  Insur- 
ance policy  taken  out  by  the  mortgagor,  but 
containing  an  indorsement  that  the  losses,  if 
any,  shall  be  payable  to  the  mortgagee,  see,  in 
this  series,  Bergman  v.  Commercial  I'nlon 
AsBur.  Co.  15  L.  R.  A.  270. 

As  to  effect  on  rights  of  mortgagee  In  policy 
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payable  to  him  as  his  interest  may  appear,  of 
an  accord  and  satisfaction  between  the  Insurer 
and  the  owner  of  the  premises,  see  Hathaway  ▼. 
Orient  Ins.  (^o.  17  L.  It.  A.  514. 

As  to  rights  given  generally  by  attachment  of 
mortgage  clause  to  Insurance  policy,  see  note 
to  Phenlx  Ins.  Co.  ▼.  Omaha  lx>an  ft  T.  Co.  25 
L.   R.   A.   679. 
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concluded  by  said  award,  and  also  that  the 
rule  adopted  by  the  appraisers  for  the  de- 
termination of  sound  value  was  not  the  cor- 
rect one.  It  further  foand  that,  by  reason 
of  a  recent  depreciation  in  values  in  the  vi- 
cinity, the  result  reached  by  the  appraisers 
was  too  large.  It  thereupon  proceeded,  up- 
on independent  evidence,  to  ascertain  the 
market  v:\lTieandfixsucha8certained  value, 
to  wit,  $10,001,  as  the  sound  value.  The 
|)laintifr  made  no  complaint  of  the  award  as 
to  the  fire  damage,  and  the  court  made  the 
same  finding  in  that  regard  that  the  ap- 
praisers had  made.  Upon  the  basis  of  these 
conclusions,  the  court  computed  the  defend- 
ant's liabilitj'  under  its  policy  to  be  $793.- 
7 (J.  for  which  sum,  with  interest  thereon 
from  August  10,  1903, — making,  in  the 
whole,  $849.32, — ^judgment  was  rendered. 
The  defendant  does  not  contest  its  liability 
to  pay  the  amount  which  results  from  an  ap- 
portionment of  the  loss  upon  the  basis  of  the 
award,  but  stands  ready  to  pay  that  sum. 
Other  facts  not  pertinent  to  the  conclusions 
of  this  court  are  not  stated. 

Mr,  Charlei  E.  Gross  for  appellant. 

Mr,  Tbeodore  M.  Maltbie,  for  appel- 
lee: 

The  title  of  the  plaintiff  to  the  amount  of 
the  loss  was  given  by  the  policy  contract, 
and  vested  in  the  plaintiff  when  the  loss  oc- 
curred. 

Hall  V.  Fire  Asso.  64  N.  H.  405,  13  Atl. 
048;  Beach  v.  Fairbanks,  .52  Conn.  107. 

As  the  title  of  the  plaintiff  is  coincident 
with  the  origin  of  the  claim,  the  conduct  of 
the  insured  fci  reference  to  the  loss  and  its 
adjustment,  without  the  knowledge  and  con- 
sent of  the  plaintiff,  could  not  prejudice  the 
plaintiff's  right  to  recover  the  full  amount 
of  the  loss. 

Harrington  v.  Fitrhhurff  }fut.  F.  his.  Co. 
124  MasH.  120;  Hathmrny  v.  Orient  Ins.  Co. 
134  N.  Y.  400,  17  L.  R.  A.  514,  .32  N.  E.  40; 
Hall  V.  Fire  As.9o.  04  X.  H.  405,  13  Atl. 
048;  Brown  v.  Hartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  5  R.  I. 
398;  Bergman  v.  Connnrrcinl  Assvr.  Co.  92 
Ky.  494,  15  L.  R.  A.  270.  18  S.  \V.  122;  Wil- 
son v  Hakes,  30  111.  App.  547  ;  Jones,  Mortg. 
§407. 

Prentice,  J.,  delivered  tiie  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  plaintiff  concedes  that,  by  the  as- 
sigment  from  the  property  owner  of  his 
claim  under  the  policy  sued  upon,  it  has  not. 
under  the  facts  of  this  ca**e.  acquired  any 
right  which  it  did  not  previously  have,  save 
the  right  to  ninintnin  in  its  own  name  an 
action  apiinst  the  defendant.  That  assign- 
ment may  therefore  be  di«^rejrarde(I. 

If,  as  the  defendant  contends,  the  plain- 
tiff is  bound  bv  the  award  nuide  under  the 
rtO  U  R.  A. 


submission  entered  into  by  the  defendant 
and  the  property  owner,  there  is  error  in 
this  case.  The  court  ruled  against  tliis  con- 
tention, and  ren(ler'»d  judgment  in  favor  ol 
the  contrary  claim  of  the  plaintiff, — that 
it  was  not  bound  by  said  award.  Two  rea- 
sons are  urged  in  support  of  the  plaintiff's 
position,  to  wit:  (1)  That  it  was  not  a  par- 
ty to  the  submission,  and  has  never  acqui- 
esced in  or  ratified  it;  and  (2)  that  the  ap- 
praisers applied  an  erroneous  rule  of  law  in 
their  determination  of  the  sound  value  of 
the  property  insured. 

The  policy,  whose  provisions  prescribe  and 
define  the  defendant's  liability,  is  the  (^n- 
necticut  standard  policy,  having  indorsed 
thereon  the  so-called  reduced  rate  or  80  per 
cent  clause,  and  also  the  following:  "Los-;. 
if  any,  payable  to  the  Collinsville  Savings 
Society  as  their  mortgage  interest  may  ap- 
pear." Said  .society  is  in  no  other  way  or 
place,  either  specifically  or  descriptively, 
mentioned  in  the  policy  or  its  indorsement^, 
save  as  it  is  provided  in  the  body  of  the 
policy  that  "if,  with  the  consent  of  the  com- 
pany, an  interest  under  this  policy  shall 
exist  in  favor  of  a  mortgag«*e,  or  of  any 
person  or  corporation  having  an  interest  in 
the  subject  of  insurance  other  than  the  in- 
terest of  the  insured  as  described  herein,  the 
conditions  hereinbefore  contained  shall  ap- 
ply in  the  manner  expressed  in  such  pro- 
visions and  conditions  of  insurance  relating 
to  such  interest  as  shall  be  written  upon,  at- 
tached or  appended  hereto." 

The  indorsement  above  recited,  designat- 
ing the  payee  of  any  loss,  which,  for  the 
purposes  of  distinction,  has  l>een  called  the 
*'opi*n  mortgage  clause,"  did  not  bring  the 
plaintiff  and  defendant  into  contractual  re- 
lations with  each  other,  either  directly  or 
through  an  assignment  of  the  policy; 
neither  did  the  plaintiff  thereby  become  a 
person  or  corporation  whose  property  or 
property  intt'rests  were  insured  under  the 
policy.  The  contract  for  indemnity  re- 
mained one  exclusively  between  the  defend- 
ant and  the  property  owner.  The  plaintiff 
was  only  a  ''ouilitional  appointee  of  the  lat- 
ter. As  such  apjKiintee.  it  was  entitled  to 
receive  so  much  of  any  sum  that  might  be- 
come due  under  the  policy  as  did  not  exceed 
its  interest  as  mortgagee,  and  nothing 
more.  Such  is  the  accepted  rule  in  this 
state,  and,  with  few  possible  exceptions, 
elsewhere.  Woodbury  Sav,  Bank  <£  Bldg. 
Asso.  V.  Charter  Oak  F.  rf  3/.  Ins.  Co.  29 
Conn.  374:  Meridru  ^av.  Bank  v.  Home 
}fut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  50  Conn.  396;  Franklin 
Sav.  Inst.  V.  Central  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  119 
Mass.  240;  Baldirin  v.  Phcrnix  Ins.  Co.  60 
X.  II.  164;  Biddeford  Sav.  Baitk  v.  Direll- 
ing-HoMse  Ins.  Co.  81  Me.  566.  18  Atl.  208: 
Magoun    v.    Fireman's    Fund    his.    Co.    86 
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Minn.  486,  91  Am.  St.  Rep.  370,  91  N.  W.  5; 
Hartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Olcott,  97  111.  439; 
Williamson  v.  Michigan  F,  d  M.  Ins,  Co.  86 
Wis.  393,  39  Am.  St.  Rep.  906,  57  N.  W. 
46;  Van  Buren  v.  8t.  Joseph  County  Village 
F.  Ins  Co,  28  Mich,  398 ;  Martin  v.  Franklin 
F.  Ins.  Co.  38  N.  J.  L.  140,  20  Am.  Rep.  372 ; 
Orosvenor  v.  Atlantic  F.  Ins.  Co.  17  N.  Y. 
391 ;  Syndicate  Ins.  Co.  v.  Bohn,  27  L.  R.  A. 
614,  12  C.  C.  A.  531,  27  U.  S.  App.  564,  65 
Fed.  165.  It  is  universally  held  that  a  pol- 
icy so  indorsed  may  become  forfeited,  and 
the  mortgagee  deprived  of  all  protection 
thereunder,  by  any  act  or  default  of  the 
property  owner  before  loss.  Moore  v.  Han- 
over F.  Ins.  Co.  141  N.  Y.  219,  36  N.  E.  191 ; 
Baldwin  v.  Phcenix  Ins.  Co.  60  N.  H.  164. 

There  is  another  stipulation  appetiring  in 
or  appended  to  policies  issued  to  property 
owners,  and  designed  to  protect  the  interest 
of  mortgagees,  which  it  is  important  to  no- 
tice. This  has  been  variously  denominated 
the  "mortgagee  clause"  and  the  "union 
mortgage  clause."  It  is  embodied  in  the 
standard  policies  in  some  states,  and  is  fre- 
quently used  as  a  rider  upon  policies  in 
other  states.  It  embraces  the  provision,  in 
substance,  that  no  act  or  default  of  any  per- 
son other  than  such  mortgagee  or  his  agent, 
or  those  claiming  under  him,  shall  affect 
the  mortgagee's  right  of  recovery.  It  has 
frequently  been  held  that  the  effect  of  this 
clause,  whenever  it  is  made  a  part  of  or  in- 
dorsed upon  a  policy,  is  to  bring  the  insurer 
and  mortgagee  into  relations  of  privity,  to 
convert  the  mortgagee  into  a  party  to  the 
contract  of  insurance,  to  give  to  the  mortga- 
gee separate  and  distinct  protection  to  his 
interest,  to  create  in  him  an  interest  under 
the  policy  distinct  from  that  of  the  prop- 
erty owner,  and  to,  in  fact,  make  him  an  as- 
sured. Hastings  v.  Westchester  F.  Ins  Co. 
73  N.  Y.  141;  Magoun  v.  Fireman's  Fund 
Ins.  Co.  86  Minn.  486,  91  Am.  St.  Rep.  370, 
91  N.  W.  5;  Hartford  F.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Olcott, 
97  111.  439 ;  Phenix  Ins.  Co.  v.  Omaha  Loan 
d  T.  Co.  41  Neb.  834,  26  L.  R,  A.  679,  60  N. 
W.  133 ;  Ormshy  v.  Phenix  Ins.  Co.  5  S.  D. 
72,  58  N.  W.  301;  Syndicate  Ins.  Co.  ▼. 
Bohn,  27  L.  R.  A.  614,  12  C.  C.  A.  531,  27 
U.  S.  App.  564,  65  Fed.  165:  Clement, 
Ins.  33;  Elliott,  Ins.  §  341.  This  court 
has  never  gone  to  the  full  length  of 
these  decisions,  nor  need  we  do  so  now. 
In  Meriden  Sav.  Bank  v.  Home  Mut.  F. 
Ins.  Co.  50  Oonn.  396,  was  presented  a  case 
in  which  the  policy  had  attached  to  it  the 
"open  mortgage  clause:"  but  the  insurer 
and  mortgagee  had  entered  into  a  collateral 
agreement  by  which,  in  effect,  the  provisions 
of  the  "union  mortgage  clause"  were  made 
applicable  to  all  policies  issued  or  to  be  is- 
sued by  the  defendant  (the  insurer),  where- 
in the  loss  had  been  or  might  be  made  pay- 
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able  to  the  plaintiff  as  mortgagee,  or  had 
b^en  or  might  be  assigned*  to  it.*  The  mort- 
gagee brought  suit  against  the  insurance 
company  to  recover  for  a  loss,  the  polic> 
being  one  bearing  the  appointee  indorse- 
ment. The  first  count  was  on  the  policy  and 
indorsement  alone;  the  second,  upon  the  pol- 
icy, indorsement,  and  collateral  agreement. 
The  defendant  demurred  to  each  count.  The 
court,  after  holding  that  recovery  could  not 
be  had  upon  the  first  count  for  want  of 
privity  between  the  parties,  decided  not  only 
that  the  agreement  created  such  privity,  but 
also  that  the  mortgagee  was  thereby  **made 
a  party  to  the  contract  of  insurance."  The 
exigencies  of  the  case  required  the  court  to 
go  no  further  for  the  overruling  of  the  de- 
murrer to  the  second  count,  and  so  the  court 
said  that  it  would  go  no  further  at  that  time 
and  in  that  case.  It  is  unnecessary  to  in- 
quire into  the  logical  consequences  of  what 
was  then  held,  since  it  is  quite  clear  that  the 
plain  and  explicit  provision  of  the  "union 
mortgage  clause,"  to  the  effect  that  the 
mortgagee's  right  of  recovery  under  the  pol- 
icy, as  the  payee  thereof,  shall  not  be  af 
fected  by  the  act  or  neglect  of  any  pers4>n 
other  than  the  mortgagee,  his  agent,  or  thoM> 
claiming  under  him,  must  suffice  to  estab- 
lish for  a  mortgagee  under  such  oonditiou?^ 
a  status  with  respect  to  the  insurance  which 
is  not  only  independent  of,  but  also  superior 
to,  that  of  the  property  owner.  The  fomier's 
rights  are  thus  expressly  set  free  from  the 
operation  of  those  acts  and  neglects  of  the 
latter  which  would  destroy  the  tatter's  in- 
surance or  limit  the  extent  of  his  recovery. 
The  rights  of  the  mortgagee  become  not 
merely  those  of  a  substitute  for  the  owner. 
He  acquires  rights  of  his  own  which  are 
subject  to  no  man's  control,  and  which  give 
him  independent  and  aistinct  protection. 

It  requires  no  argument  to  demonstrate 
that,  under  such  circumstances,  the  mortga- 
gee's protection  extends,  as  we  have  above 
assumed  it  to  do,  to  the  consequences  of  all 
the  acts  and  neglects  of  the  property  owner 
both  before  and  after  loss,  and  that  it  there- 
fore precludes  a  submission  to  appraiser;^ 
which  should  be  binding  upon  the  mortgagee 
without  his  concurrence  or  ratification.  The 
plaintiff's  claim  is  dependent  upon  the  prop- 
osition that,  however  unlike  the  essence  and 
character  of  the  two  clauses  discussed  may 
be,  and  however  much  the  consequence? 
flowing  from  the  acts  and  neglects  of  the 
insured  prior  to  the  occurrence  of  the  loss 
may  differ,  according  as  the  one  or  the  other 
enters  into  or  is  indorsed  upon  the  policy, 
the  consequences  flowing  from  acts  and  ne«r 
lects  subsequent  to  the  loss  are  the  same, 
regardless  of  which  of  the  forms  is  used,  so 
that  in  either  event  the  mortgagee  will  not 
be  bound  by  any  adjustment  of  the  loss  in 
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which  he  does  not  participate  or  concur.  In 
support  of  this  proposition,  six  caaeb  are 
cited.  These  cases  are  frequently  referred 
to  by  legal  writers  and  annotators  as  sup- 
porting the  principle  propounded  by  the 
plaintiff  and  accepted  by  the  trial  court. 
An  examination  of  them,  however,  discloses 
that  many,  if  not  most,  of  them  have  no  per- 
tinence whatever  to  the  proposition  in  sup- 
port of  which  they  are  so  often  cited,  and 
that  the  balance  are  not  of  such  a  character 
as  to  strongly  commend  them  as  authorities 
in  this  jurisdiction,  at  least. 

In  Hathaway  v.  Orient  Ins,  Co.  134  N.  Y. 
409,  17  L.  R.  A.  514,  32  N.  E.  40,  the  right 
of  the  mortgagee  to  participate  in  the  ad- 
justment of  the  loss  was  not  in  question. 
Both  the  policy  and  loss  covered  a  building 
mortgaged,  and  machinery  therein  not  mort- 
gaged, save  such  as  had  become  attached  to 
the  realty.  What  had  become  so  attached 
was  a  matter  of  dispute  between  the  owner 
and  mortgagee.  The  latter's  interest,  there- 
fore, in  the  sum  to  be  paid  by  the  insurance 
company,  was  not  only  a  partial,  but  also  an 
uncertain,  one.  The  company  and  owner  not 
only  adjusted  the  loss,  but  also  made  a  divi- 
sion of  the  amount  of  the  adjustment,  which 
was  a  single  gross  sum,  between  the  owner 
and  mortgagee,  without  consulting  the  lat- 
ter. This  latter  attempt  at  a  distribution  of 
what  had  been  determined  upon  as  the 
amount  due  from  the  insurer,  without  the 
participation  therein  of  one  who  had  a  vest- 
ed right  in  some  part  of  that  amount,  while 
suggestive  of  fraud  and  collusion,  was  also 
in  plain  violation  of  the  mortgagee's  right, 
and  the  court  so  held.  What  it  determined 
was  that  the  insurer  ''had  no  authority  to 
agree  with  the  ov^Tier  as  to  the  afnount  of 
the  damages,  and  determine  as  between  him 
and  the  mortgagee  what  sum  was  payable 
to  each." 

In  Wilwn  v.  Hakes,  36  111.  App.  547,  the 
only  question  raised  related,  not  to  the  ad- 
justment, but  to  the  payment  of  what  was 
in  fact  paid.  The  contention  successfully 
made  was  that  a  mortgagee,  with  whom  the 
owner  and  mortgagor  has  in  the  mortgage 
covenanted  to  maintain  insurance  sufficient 
to  secure  the  indebtedness,  has  such  an 
equitable  right  to  insurance  money  due  by 
reason  of  a  loss  that  the  insurer,  after  no- 
tice, cannot  pay  the  o"WTier,  except  at  its  own 
risk.  Massachusetts  in  1873  adopted  a 
standard  form  of  policy,  which  embodied  as 
one,  of  its  provisions  the  "union  mortgage 
clause."  Such  must  have  been  the  policy 
in  the  oft-quoted  case  of  Harrington  v. 
Fitchhurfj  Mut.  F,  Ins.  Co.  124  Mass.  126. 
That  case  is  not,  therefore,  authority  for  the 
doctrine  which  is  credited  to  it.  The  re- 
port of  the  case  of  Hall  v.  Fire  Asso.  64  N. 
H.  40.5,  13  Atl.  648,  is  so  meager  that  it  is 
(V.)  L.  R.  A. 


impossible  to  gather  from  it  with  certainty 
what  the  terms  of  the  policy  in  suit  were. 
A  standard  policy  containing  the  "union 
mortgage  clause"  was  adopted  by  that  state- 
prior  to  June,  1886,  and  probably  in  1885. 
The  case  was  decided  in  December,  1887. 
It  is  altogether  probable,  therefore,  that  the 
situation  there  was  identical  with  that  in 
the  Massachusetts  case.  Broton  v.  Hartford 
Ins.  Co.  5  R.  I.  398,  was  decided  upon  the 
proposition  that  the  "open  mortgage  clause" 
indorsed  upon  a  policy  operated  as  an  as- 
signment of  it,  by  reason  of  which  the 
mortgagee  acquired  not  only  a  right  of  ac- 
tion upon  the  policy  as  long  as  his  debt  was 
unpaid,  but  afterwards.  This  principle,  en- 
tirely at  variance  in  its  every  part  with  the 
law  of  this  state,  was  propounded  upon  the 
authority  of  the  superior  court  decision  in 
Grosvenor  v.  Atlantic  F.  Ins.  Co.  5  Duer, 
517,  overruled  upon  appeal,  17  N.  Y.  391, 
and  a  dictum  in  King  v.  State  Mut.  F.  Ins. 
Co.  7  Cush.  6,  54  Am.  Dec.  683,  which  was- 
plainly  misinterpreted,  and  thus  made  to  ex- 
press the  reverse  of  the  settled  rule  in  that 
jurisdiction.  Fogg  v.  Middlesex  Mut.  F. 
Ins.  Co.  10  Cush.  337;  Hale  v.  Mechanics* 
Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  6  Gray,  169,  66  Am.  Dec. 
410;  Loring  v.  Manufacturers*  Ins.  Co.  ft 
Gray,  28;  FranJdin  8av.  Inst.  v.  Central 
Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  119  Mass.  240.  There  re- 
mains the  Kentucky  case  of  Bergman  v. 
Commercial  Assur.  Co.  92  Ky.  494,  15  L.  R. 
A.  270,  18  8.  W.  122,  which  rests  its  deci- 
sion upon  the  authority  of  Brown  v.  Hart- 
ford Ins.  Co.  5  R.  I.  398;  Harrington  v. 
Fitchhurg  Mut.  F.  Ins.  Co.  124  Mass.  126,. 
and  a  text-book  reference  not  in  point.  But 
whatever  may  be  said  of  the  pertinence  of 
these  decisions,  we  are  unable  to  accept  the 
conclusion  said  to  be  supported  by  them. 
We  find  it  difficult  to  harmonize  the  ac- 
cepted proposition  that  a  mortgagee,  by 
force  of  the  appointment  clause  in  question, 
does  not  become  a  party  to  the  insurance 
contract,  and  is  not  in  privity  with  the  in- 
surer, with  the  other  proposition,  that  never- 
theless he  acquires  the  right  to  intervene 
between  the  only  parties  having  contractual 
relations,  and  to  exercise  the  functions 
which  are  created  by  the  contract  to  which 
he  is  a  stranger,  and  which  are  exercised  in 
pursuance  of  its  provisions.  It  has  been 
suggested  that  the  explanation  is  that  itpon 
the  happening  of  a  loss  the  mortgagee  ac- 
quires a  vested  right.  True,  he  does,  but 
what  is  the  right  which  thus  vests?  Is  it 
anything  more  than  the  right  to  have  the 
payment  made,  of  his  rightful  share  of  it? 
If  more,  how  and  what  more,  and  how  does 
the  claimed  right  to  participate  >n  the  ad- 
justment under  the  contract  so  suddenly 
arise?  It  is  said  that  he  ought,  for  his- 
own  protection,  to  have  the  right.    But  con- 
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tract  rights  are  not  tlius  created.  The  law 
does  not  raise  up  contract  rights  and  rela- 
tions for  the  protection  of  every  man  who 
has  failed  to  protect  himself. 

But  it  13  unprofitable  to  pursue  this  line 
ol  inquiry  further,  without  first  discovering 
what  provisions  there  may  be  in  the  insur- 
ance contract  into  which  the  defendant  en- 
tered which  determine  the  rights  of  the  par- 
ties in  the  matter  under  consideration,  since 
it  is  clear  that,  in  so  far  as  the  contract 
speaks,  whether  it  be  in  the  way  of  defining 
the  extent  of  the  defendant's  liability  for 
the  loss  in  the  abstract,  or  of  prescribing  the 
manner  in  which  that  liability  in  any  given 
case  should  be  measured,  ascertained,  and 
reduced  to  figures,  it  will  be  controlling. 
And  it  will  be  no  less  controlling  of  the 
rights  of  the  mortgagee  than  those  of  the 
insurer  and  owner,  since  he  takes  his  rights 
under  and  subject  to  the  insurance  contract. 
His  right  to  take  is  limited  to  the  insurer's 
obligation  to  pay,  as  determined  by  the  pro- 
visions of  the  policy.  Let  us  therefore  see 
liow  far,  if  at  all,  the  parties  to  the  contract 
have  themselves  determined  the  questions 
pertinent  to  the  present  issue. 

No  question  arises  as  to  the  extent  of  the 
defendant's  liability,  abstractly  considered. 
The  policy  promises  indemnity  to  an  amount 
not  exceeding  $2,000  for  all  direct  loss  or 
damage  by  fire,  subject,  however,  to  the  ex- 
ceptions named.  These  exceptions,  which 
include  the  limitations  upon  the  defendant's 
liability  arising  from  concurrent  insurance 
and  the  80  per  eent  clause,  concerning  the 
effect  of  which  no  question  arises,  need  not 
be  considered.  The  controversy  here  relates 
solely  to  the  means  of  obtaining  an  expres- 
sion, in  concrete  dollars  and  cents,  of  the 
obligation  whose  statement  in  the  abstract 
all  concur  in.  Upon  this  subject  the  policy, 
first  of  all,  provides  that  '*the  loss  or  dam- 
age shall  be  ascertained  and  established"  up- 
on a  specified  basis,  and  that  such  ascer- 
tainment or  estimate  shall  be  made  by  the 
insured  and  the  company,  or,  "if  they  difTer, 
by  appraisers  as  hereinafter  appointed." 
The  subsequent  provision  for  the  event  of  a 
difference  requires  the  appointment  of  two 
appraisers, — one  by  the  insurer  and  the 
other  by  the  insured. — and  the  selection  by 
the  appraisers  of  an  umpire.  The  award 
thus  obtained  is  made  final  as  to  the  amount 
of  the  loss.  Tlie  policy,  it  will  thus  be  seiMi, 
couhl  scarcely  be  more  clear  and  precise  in 
committing  and  limiting  to  the  insurer  and 
owner  not  only  tlic  power  and  riglit  of  ad- 
justment ])y  ngre(Mnont,  but  also  the  ]>ower 
and  right  to  submit  the  adjustment  to  the 
jiual  decision  of  tliird  parties,  unless  it  can 
be  said  either  that  the  term  "insured."  as 
u«<m1  in  this  connection,  is  of  itself  snffirient- 
ly  crmprehensive  to  include  this  mortgagee. 
<ll>  ]..  R.  A. 


or  that  the  right  of  participation  is  by  somr 
other  provision  so  given  or  to  be  implied 
that  the  term  must  be  construed  as  includ- 
ing him. 

It  is  easy  to  understand  how  a  mortgagee, 
having  acquired  the  status  which  th« 
"union  mortgage  clause"  gives  one,  whatever 
that  status,  technically  regarded,  may  be, 
might  be  fairly  entitled  to  be  comprehended 
within  the  descriptive  term  "the  insured." 
and,  if  not,  that  the  express  language  of 
that  clause  so  defines  his  rights  and  limitn 
the  rights  and  powers  of  the  property 
owner  that  the  right  to  participate  in  any 
adjustment  of  the  loss  is  impliedly  accorded 
him.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  not  easy  to 
discover  upon  what  theory  it  can  be  rea.son- 
ably  claimed  that  a  person  who  has  not 
come  into  contractual  relations  with  the  in- 
surer, who  has  obtained  no  insurance  pro- 
tection, and  who  is  only  an  appointee  of  the 
owner  as  respects  whatever  may  become  due 
under  the  contract  of  insurance,  to  which  he 
is  a  stranger,  acquires  the  right,  even  by  in- 
direction, to  assume  the  title  of  **the  in- 
sured." If  we  look  for  other  provision^ 
which  may  serve,  by  way  of  implication  or 
otherwise,  to  give  him  a  standing  in  the  ad- 
justment of  a  loss,  we  find  only  that  the 
word  "insured,"  whenever  used  in  the  pol- 
icy, should  be  construed  to  include  the  leiral 
representatives  of  the  insured,  and  nothing 
more.  It  appears,  therefore,  that  the  right 
to  participate  in  an  adjustment  of  a  \om 
under  this  policy  and  indorsement  has  by 
the  parties  to  the  contract  been  limited  to 
the  insurer,  the  property  owner,  and  his 
legal  representatives. 

The  plaintiff's  seco«id  objection  to  the 
binding  force  of  the  av^^ard  falls  with  the 
first.  It  having  been  determined  that  the 
owner  had  full  power  in  the  matter  of  ad- 
justment, whether  by  mi*'  4^/  P^rreement  or 
arbitration,  and  that  the  mortgagee  was  ti«t 
entitled  to  be  a  par^y  thereto,  it  follows  that 
the  former  had  full  power  to  accept  the  re- 
sult of  a  submission,  however  erroneously 
arrived  at  it  might  have  been,  and  that  the 
latter  has  no  standing  to  attack  it  for  the 
cause  alleged. 

The  defendant  strenuously  complains  that 
it  is  aggrieved  because  the  court,  after  set- 
ting aside  the  award  as  not  bindinir  upon 
those  parties,  and  finding  that  the  determi- 
nation of  sound  value  therein  was  made  up- 
on an  erroneous  basis,  which,  under  the  pe- 
culiar circnnistancps  of  the  case,  gave  too 
large  a  result,  proceeded  to  accept  the  ap- 
praisal of  tlu»  fire  damage  as  correctly  repre- 
senting that  item,  without,  as  it  is  said. 
other  evidence  upon  the  subject  than  the  dis- 
criMlitcd  award,  and  the  statement  of  one  of 
tlio  a T)p raisers  that  he  found  the  damai^*  as 
staled  therein.     The  contention  is  that  the 
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court  thus  found  an  important  fact  without 
competent  evidence,  and  unwillingly  gave  ef- 
fect to  a  part  of  the  award  which  was  not 
only  presumptively  influenced  by  the  ele- 
ment of  sound  value,  but  also  based  upon 
the  same  considerations  of  cost  of  construc- 
tion which  entered  into  the  determination  of 
that  item;  thus  unjustly  converting  a  20  per 
cent  damage  into  one  of  35  per  cent.  This 
claim  and  others  of  an  incidental  character 
discussed  at  bar  do  not,  in  view  of  our  con- 
clusions above,   call  for  consideration. 

The  plaintiff  was  entitled  to  judgment  for 
the  sum  of  $510.28,  the  amount  of  the  de- 
fendant's liability  upon  the  basis  of  the 
award,  together  with  interest  on  said  sum 
from  the  time  it  was  payable  to  the  date  of 
judgment,  making,  in  the  whole,  $549.23, 
and  was  entitled  to  no  more. 

There  is  error  in  so  much  of  the  judg- 
ment as  ia  in  excess  of  $5't9,2Sy  and  it  is  set 
aside  as  to  such  excess.  There  is  no  error 
in  the  balance  of  the  judgment,  and  the 
judgment  is  affirmed  for  said  sum  of 
$549.23. 

'  All  concur. 


Hester  RICHARDS 

V. 

NEW  YORK,  NEW  HAVEN,  &  HART- 
FORD RAILROAD  COMPANY,  Appt. 

(77  Conn.  601.) 

1.  Error  In  overmlinv  a  demurrer  !• 
not  ava.tluble  to  defendant  after  a  vol- 
untary default  and  hearing  in  damages  there- 
on, unless  the  complaint  is  bad  In  substance. 

2.  Tite  ivharfagre  and  reclamation 
rlerbts  of  the  oi^ner  of  land  on  a  cove 
leading  off  from  a  river  are  not  destroyed 
or  impaired  by  the  construction  of  an  em- 
banlcment  across  the  mouth  of  the  cove. 

3.  No  recovery  can  be  had  hy  the  o^vrner 
of  land  on  a  cove  leading  off  from  a  river 
for  interference  with  his  right  of  access  from 
his  land  to  the  river  by  the  construction  of  a 
railroad  traclc  across  the 'mouth  of  the  cove, 
where  the  access  is  not  entirely  cut  off,  and, 
because  of  the  limited  extent  of  the  cove, 
and  the  shallowness  of  its  waters,  the  right 
is  not  essentially  impaired. 


(January  4,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment  of 
the  Superior  Court  for  New  Ijondon 
County  in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  to 
recover   damages   for   injury   to   plaintiff's 

Note. — As  to  right  of  owner  of  upland  to 
access  to  navigable  water,  see  also,  in  this  se- 
ries, State  €9  rel.  Denny  v.  Bridges,  40  L.  R.  A. 
693,  and  note. 

As  to  right  of  riparian  owner  to  wharf  out, 
see  Madison  v.  Mayers,  40  L.  R.  A.  635,  and 
note. 
69  L.  R.  A.  68 


rights  as  owner  of  land  abutting  on  navi- 
gable water.    Reversed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Brandegee,  Noyes,  A  Brande- 
gee,  for  appellant: 

The  defendant  has  not  interfered  with  the 
Wharfage  right,  or  any  other  private  right 
or  privilege,  of  the  plaintiff. 

Ocherhausen  v.  Tyson^  71  Conn.  38,  40 
Atl.  1041. 

The  principle  that  riparian  proprietors 
have  the  right  to  wharf  out  to  the  deep 
water  or  channel  is  applicable  only  where 
the  body  of  water  upon  which  they  own 
property  has  a  channel. 

The  private  rights  of  the  plaintiff  not  be- 
ing infringed  upon,  her  other  damages  are 
damnum  absque  injuria. 

The  title  to  the  beds  of  navigable  streams 
is  in  the  state,  and  the  state,  in  the  absence 
of  action  by  Congress  under  its  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  has  authority  to  author- 
ize the  construction  of  bridges  and  other 
structures  across  such  streams. 

Frost  V.  Washington  County  R.  Co,  96 
Me.  86,  59  L.  R.  A.  68,  61  Atl.  806;  David- 
son v.  Boston  d  M,  R,  Go,  3  Cush.  106; 
Clark  V.  Sayhrook,  21  Conn.  325;  0*Brien 
V.  Noruich  d  W.  R,  Co.  17  Conn.  372. 

The  legislature  has  the  power  to  author- 
ize a  railroad  company  to  build  a  perma- 
nent bridge  over  navigable  waters,  and  the 
riparian  owners  above  are  not  only  without 
remedy,  but  without  a  right  to  a  remedy. 

Bailey  v.  Philadelphia,  W.  d  B.  R.  Co.  4 
Harr.  (Del.)  389,  44  Am.  Dec.  593;  Homo- 
chitto  River  v.  Withers,  29  Miss.  21,  64  Am. 
Dec.  120;  Boston  d  W,  R.  Corp,  v.  Old 
Colony  R.  Corp.  12  Cush.  605;  Brayton  v. 
Fall  River,  113  Mass.  229,  18  Am.  Rep.  470; 
Blabkwell  v.  Old  Colony  R.  Co.  122  Muss. 
1;  Thayer  y.  New  Bedford  R.  Co.  125  Mass. 
253;  Breed  v.  Lynn,  126  Mass.  367;  Pound 
y.  Turck,  95  U.  S.  459,  24  L.  ed.  525;  Oil- 
man V.  Philadelphia,  3  Wall.  713,  18  L.  ed. 
90;  Passaic  Bi^dges  (Milnor  v.  Vew  Jersey 
R.  d  Transp.  Co.)  3  Wall.  782,  Appx., 
and  16  L.  ed.  799;  Baldwin  Am.  Railroad 
Law,  pp.  68,  105;  Whitehead  v.  Jessup,  53 
Fed.  709. 

The  complaint  in  the  present  case  con- 
tains no  such  allegations  of  special  dam- 
age. 

Harvard  College  v.  Steams^  15  Gray,  1; 
Lansing  v.  Smith,  8  Cow.  146;  Brightman 
V.  Fairhaveji,  7  Gray,  272. 

As  the  navigation  of  Clark's  cove  has  only 
been  impaired,  the  plaintiff  has  no  right  of 
action. 

Randolph,  Em.  Dom.  25 ;  Blood  v.  Nashua 
d  L.  R.  Corp.  2  Gray,  137,  61  Am.  Dec.  444 ; 
Jolly  V.  Terra  Haute  Drawbridge  Co,  6  Mc- 
Lean, 237,  Fed.  Cas.  No.  7,441. 

Even  if  the  weight  of  the  railr 
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ture  has  caused  the  filling  up  of  a  small  por- 
tion of  the  cove  outside  the  railroad  loca- 
tion, the  plaintiff  cannot  recover  damages 
therefor. 

Wesson  v.  Washburn  Iron  Oo.  13  Allen, 
101,  90  Am.  Dec.  181;  Stetson  v.  Fawon,  19 
Pick.  147,  31  Am.  Dec.  123;  Hatch  v.  Ver- 
mont 0.  R,  Co.  28  Vt.  142. 

Messrs,  Franklin  H.  Bro'vm  and  Don- 
ald G.  Perkini,  for  appellee: 

The  owner  of  land  abutting  on  a  navigable 
stream  has  the  right  of  access  to  and  from 
his  land  on  the  water,  and  a  right  to  fill  in 
flats  and  wharf  out  to  deep  water ;  and  these 
rights  are  privileges  or  franchises  attached 
to  the  land,  and  constitute  a  valuable  prop- 
erty right. 

I'Jast  Uaven  v.  Hemingway,  7  Conn.  202; 
iVcM?  Haven  8,  B.  Co.  v.  Sargent,  60  Conn. 
206,  47  Am.  Rep.  632;  Ladies'  Seaman's 
Friend  Soo.  v.  Halstead,  68  Conn.  150,  19 
Atl.  658 ;  Prior  v.  Sxcartz,  62  Conn.  132,  18 
L.  R.  A.  668,  36  Am.  St.  Rep.  333,  25  Atl. 
398;  Lane  v.  'New  Haven  Harbor,  70  Conn. 
695,  40  Atl.  1058;  Ockerhausen  v.  Tyson, 
71  Conn.  31,  40  Atl.  1041;  New  York,  N.  H, 
d  H,  R,  Co,  V.  Long,  72  Conn.  21,  43  Atl. 
659;  French  v.  Connecticut  River  Lumber 
Co,  145  Mass.  261,  14  N.  E.  113;  Tates  v. 
Milwaukee,  10  Wall.  497,  19  L.  ed.  984;  SuU 
liva^t  Timber  Co.  v.  Mobile,  110  Fed.  193; 
Carli  V.  Stillwater  Street  R.  d  Transfer  Co. 
28  Minn.  373,  41  Am.  Rep.  290,  10  N.  W. 
205;  Chicago  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Stein,  76  111.  45; 
Rock  Island  d  E.  I.  R.  Co.  v.  Gordon,  184 
111.  456,  56  N.  E.  810;  Baltimore  d  0.  R.  Co, 
V.  Chase,  43  Md.  23;  Clark  v.  Peckham,  10 
R.  I.  35,  14  Am.  Rep.  654 ;  Providence  Steam 
Engine  Co.  v.  Providence  d  S.  S.  S.  Co.  12 
R.  I.  356,  34  Am.  Rep.  652 ;  Rumsey  v.  New 
York  d  N.  E.  R.  Co.  133  N.  Y.  79,  15  L.-R. 
A.  618,  28  Am.  St.  Rep.  600,  30  N.  E.  664; 
Williams  v.  Nexo  York,  105  N.  Y.  419,  11  N. 
E.  829;  Re  New  York,  168  N.  Y.  136,  56 
L.  R.  A.  500,  61  N.  E.  158;  Buccleuch  v. 
Metropolitan  Board  of  Works,  L.  R.  6  H. 
L.  418;  Lyon  v.  Fishmongers'  Co.  L.  R.  1 
App.  Cns.  682. 

The  right  to  wharf  out  is  usually  on  a 
line  at  right  angles  with  the  channel,  and 
the  right  exists  and  may  be  exercised  no 
matter  whether  deep  water  is  near  or  far. 

New  Haven  8.  B.  Co.  v.  Sargent,  50  Conn. 
206,  47  Am.  Rep.  632;  Morris  v.  Beardsley, 
54  Conn.  341,  8  Atl.  139;  Lowndes  v.  Wicks. 
69  Conn.  30,  36  Atl.  1072. 

The  indentation  of  the  shore  of  the  river 
at  plaintiff's  land  is  just  as  much  a  part 
of  the  river  as  a  point  where  the  shore  is 
straight. 

(iallup  V,  Tracy,  25  Conn.  16. 

An  obstruction  in  a  navigable  stream  is 
i\  public  nuisance,  and  any  persion  who  suf- 
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fers  a  particular  injury  from  a  public  nui- 
sance can  maintain  an  action  therefor. 

Burrows  v.  Piwley,  1  Root,  363,  1  Am. 
Dec.  56;  Frink  v.  Lawrence,  20  Conn.  120, 
50  Am.  Dec.  274;  Hubbard  v.  Deming,  21 
Conn.  360;  Wheeler  v.  Bedford,  64  Conn. 
248.  7  Atl.  22 ;  Cooley,  Torts,  pp.  732-737. 

The  mere  layout  of  the  railroad,  and  the 
approval  of  the  layout  over  the  waU'r  in 
front  of  plaintiff's  land,  did  not  authorize 
or  imply  that  the  railroad  company  could 
take  and  destroy  the  plaintiff's  rights  be- 
fore or  without  first  making  compensation, 
any  more  than  such  a  layout  over  upland 
accomplishes  such  a  result. 

Bradley  v.  New  York  d  N.  H.  R.  Co.  21 
Conn.  306;  Hooker  v.  New  Haven  d  N.  Co. 
15  Conn.  326;  Oilpin  v.  Ansonia,  68  Conn. 
79,  35  Atl.  777;  10  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc  Law. 
2d  ed.  p.  1137. 

But  even  though  the  state  itself  author- 
ized a  railroad  company  to  cross  navigable 
waters,  it  could  not  do  so  and  thereby  take 
and  destroy  the  property  rights  of  a  land- 
owner abutting  on  the  water,  until  it  had 
first  made  compensation  for  the  damage;  for 
the  state  itself  cannot  take  private  prop- 
erty for  public  use  without  making  com- 
pensation. 

Farist  Steel  Co.  v.  Bridgeport,  60  Conn. 
283,  13  L.  R.  A.  590,  22  Atl.  561;  Hooker 
V.  New  Haven  d  N.  Co.  14  Conn.  152,  36 
Am.  Dec.  477 ;  Bradley  v.  New  York  d  A'. 
H.  R.  Co.  21  Conn.  294. 

The  rights  are  analogous  to  those  of  a 
property  holder  abutting  on  a  highway. 

Shively  v.  Bowlby,  152  U.  S.  14,  38  L. 
ed.  337,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  648;  Kane  v.  Sew 
York  Elev.  R.  Co.  126  N.  Y.  164,  11  L.  R.  A. 
640,  26  X.  E.  278. 

Even  though  a  statute  authorizing  the 
taking  of  property  makes  no  provision  for 
compensation,  this  will  not  relieve  from  lia- 
bility, for  the  Constitution  requires  compen- 
sation for  taking  property  for  a  public  use. 

McKeon  v.  New  Haven,  N.  H.  d  H.  R.  Co. 
75  Conn.  343,  61  L.  R.  A.  730,  53  Atl.  656: 
Knapp  d  C.  Mfg.  Co.  v.  New  York,  N.  H. 
d  H.  R.  Co.  76  Conn.  314,  100  Am.  St.  Rep. 
994,  56  Atl.  612. 


Tommoe,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  complaint  alleges,  in  substance,  that 
the  plaintiff  is  the  owner  of  land  having  a 
frontage  of  several  hundred  feet  on  the 
Thames  river,  a  navigable  stream  in  this 
state;  that  the  defendant,  "wrongfully  and 
against  the  will  and  consent  of  the  plain- 
tiff," has  built  and  maintains  a  permanent 
embankment  in  front  of  said  land  and  be- 
tween it  and  said  river;  and  that  "the  de- 
fendant has  thereby  separated  and  cut  off 
the  plaintiff's  said  land  from  said  river,  and 
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diverted  said  river  so  tliat  it  no  longer  flows 
by  plaintifTs  said  land  in  its  natural  course, 
and  has  obstructed  and  destroyed  the  plain- 
tiff's use  of  said  river  as  a  way  of  access  to 
her  said  land,  and  has  obstructed  and  de- 
stroyed the  right,  which  the  plaintiff  owned 
as  attached  to  her  said  land,  to  wharf  out 
from  her  said  land  into  deep  water  in  said 
river  for  use  of  the  same  as  a  navigable 
stream,  and  has  obj^tructed  and  destroyed 
the  view  and  prospect  of  and  over  said  river 
from  the  plaintiff's  said  land."  The  com- 
plaint also  alleged  damages  caused  by  the 
upheaval  of  mud  of  the  river  bottom  outside 
of  the  location  of  said  embankment  in  conse* 
({uenee  of  the  building  of  said  embankment. 
The  defenda;it  demurred  to  the  complaint, 
and,  after  this  was  overruled,  suffered  a  de- 
f.ault,  and  was  heard  in  damages  upon  no- 
tice, which  gave  the  defendant  the  right  to 
contest  all  the  allegations  of  the  complaint. 
The  action  of  the  trial  court  in  overruling 
the  demurrer  is  assigned  for  error  in  one  of 
the  reasons  of  appeal. 

After  a  voluntary  default  and  hearing  in 
damages  thereon,  this  reason  of  appeal  is  no 
longer  open  to  the  defendant,  unless  the  com- 
plaint is  bad  in  substance;  and,  as  this  is 
not  the  case,  the  assignment  above  referred 
to  cannot  avail  the  defendant  upon  this  ap- 
peal. Houri^an  v.  Norwich,  77  Conn.  358, 
59  Atl.  487. 

The  other  errors  assigned  relate  to  the  ac- 
tion of  the  court  in  overruling  certain  claims 
of  law,  and  in  rendering  judgment  for  more 
than  nominal  damages.  The  controlling 
facts  in  the  case  are,  in  subetanoe,  the  fol- 
lowing: The  Thames  river,  a  navigable 
stream,  flows  in  a  southerly  direction  to 
Long  Island  sound.  Upon  its  eastern  mar- 
gin, at  a  point  just  above  Oale's  ferry,  there 
is  a  small  pouch  shaped  indentation  known 
as  "Clark's  cove."  This  cove  is  about  1,600 
feet  in  length  north  and  south,  and,  near  its 
northerly  end,  it  has  an  opening  or  mouth 
into  the  river  about  450  feet  in  width. 
There  is  no  channel  in  the  cove,  and  it  has  a 
mud  bottom,  with  from  1%  to  2*4  feet  of 
water  thereon  at  mean  low  tide.  The  mean 
rise  and  fall  of  the  tide  there  is  2  feet  and 
10  inches.  The  channel  of  the  river  is  about 
800  feet  westerly  from  the  mouth  of  the 
cove.  The  land  surrounding  the  cove  is 
owned  by  divers  owners  in  severalty.  The 
land  described  in  the  complaint  lies  within 
the  cove,  and  has  a  frontage  of  between  450 
to  500  feet  upon  the  waters  of  the  cove.  Its 
front  line  lies  opposite  the  mouth  of  the 
cove,  and  about  200  feet  distant  easterly 
therefrom.  Two  lines  drawn  at  right  angles 
to  the  channel  of  the  river,  one  at  the  north 
and  one  at  the  south  side  of  the  cove  mouth, 
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would  embrace  the  frontage  above  men- 
tioned. There  are  t];ree  dwelling  houses  on 
said  land.  Prior  to  the  doing  of  the  acts 
complained  of  there  was  no  obstruction  on 
the  waters  of  the  cove  or  the  river  between 
the  plaintiff's  said  land  and  the  channel 
of  the  river.  The  defendant  is  the  lessee 
of  the  Norwich  &  Worcester  Railroad  Com- 
pany, and  in  doing  the  acts  complained  of 
it  actod  as  such  lessee  and  as  the  agent 
of  said  lessor;  but  it  was  agreed  by  the 
parties  upon  the  trial  below  that  judgment, 
if  in  favor  of  the  plaintiff,  should  properly 
run  against  the  defendant,  and  that  the 
defendant  should  be  treated  as  if  it  were 
the  owner  of  said  railroad,  invested,  with 
reference  thereto,  with  all  the  power  and 
authority  conferred  by  the  legislature  upon 
said  lessor.  In  this  view  of  the  case  the 
defendant  owns  the  land  fronting  on  the 
river  immediately  north  and  south  of  the 
cove  mouth.  It  has  made,  and  laid  its  rail- 
road thereon,  a  solid  embankment,  20  feet 
wide  and  10  feet  high,  across  the  mouth 
of  said  cove,  save  at  the  northerly  end  there- 
of, where  it  has  left  an  opening  16  feet  wide, 
but  permanently  closed  at  the  top  with  its 
railroad,  between  the  cove  and  the  river. 
All  this  was  done  by  legislative  authority 
and  sanction  under  laws  which  made  no  pro- 
vision for  compensation  to  parties  who 
might  be  injured  by  acts  done  by  virtue  of 
such  authority.  Through  the  opening  afore- 
said left  at  the  north  end  of  said  roadbed 
'iMats  with  masts  set  cannot  enter,  and  it 
is  difficult  for  small  boats  to  enter,  except 
at  low  water,  on  account  of  the  flow  of  waier 
caused  by  the  tide."  The  building  of  said 
roadbed  has  forced  parts  of  the  bottom  of 
the  cove  upwards,  in  places  outside  of  the 
defendant's  location,  and  these  parts  are  not 
flowed  at  low  water.  It  was  agreed  that  the 
damages  to  be  awarded,  if  any,  should  be  for 
the  permanent  depreciation  of  the  plain- 
tiff's property  by  reason  of  the  building  of 
the  railroad  across  the  mouth  of  the  cove, 
to  be  assessed  once  for  all.  "It  did  not  ap- 
pear in  evidence  that  the  plaintiff  personal- 
ly ever  used  said  cove,  or  intended  to  use  it 
in  any  way  for  any  purpose."  Upon  these 
facts  the  defendant  based  certain  claims 
of  law  made  in  the  court  below,  which  were 
there  overruled.  In  the  view  we  take  of 
this  case,  it  will  be  unnecessary  to  state  or 
consider  separately  these  claims  of  law  with 
the  rulings  thereon.  With  reference  to  said 
claims  it  is  enough  to  say  that,  except  as 
hereinafter  indicated,  the  court  committed 
no  error  in  overruling  them. 

The  plaintiff's  case,  as  stated  in  her  com- 
plaint, proceeds  upon  the  theory  that  her 
land  fronts  upon  the  Thames  river,  and  not 
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upon  Clark's  cove,  and  the  case  was  tried 
and  decided  upon  that  theory.  In  this  there 
was  error.  It  is  undoubtedly  true  that,  so 
far  as  the  public  rights  of  fishing  and  navi- 
gation and  others  of  like  nature  are  con- 
cerned, Clark's  cove  is  a  part  of  the  Thames 
river  {Oallup  v.  Tracy,  25  Conn.  10) ;  but  it 
does  not  follow  from  this  that  for  all  pur- 
poses the  cove  is  to  be  regarded  as  a  part  of 
the  river.  It  does  not  follow,  for  instance, 
that  the*  riparian  owner  at  the  south  end  of 
the  cove  has  rights  of  wharfage,  or  reclama- 
tion, or  alluvian  in  the  main  river.  The  sit- 
uation of  his  land  precludes  the  existence  of 
any  such  rights,  and  this  is  equally  true  of 
other  owners  of  land  fronting  upon  the  wa- 
ters of  the  cove.  They  have  undoubtedly 
certain  exclusive,  yet  qualified,  rights  and 
privileges  in  the  waters  and  submerged  land 
adjoining  their  upland;  but  they  must  take 
their  riparian  rights  as  they  find  them,  and 
they  are  entitled  only  to  such  as  the  condi- 
tion of  the  cove  and  the  situation  of  their 
land  with  respect  to  the  cove  will  aflford. 
New  Haven  8,  B.  Co,  v.  Bargent,  50  Conn. 
199-208,  47  Am.  Rep.  632.  Among  the  most 
important  of  these  rights  and  privileges  in 
the  oove  and  its  waters  are  (1)  the  right 
of  access  by  water  to  and  from  their  upland, 

(2)  the  right  to  wharf  out  in  front,  and 

(3)  the  right  of  reclamation  or  accretion. 
Mather  v.  Chapman,  40  Conn.  382-396,  16 
Am.  Rep.  46;  Ockerhatisen  v.  Tyson,  71 
Conn.  31-36,  40  Atl.  1041.  Riparian  propri- 
etors in  the  cove  have  the  right  to  wharf 
out  and  to  reclaim,  but  they  are  rights  con- 
fined to  the  cove,  and  to  be  exercised  there- 
in, and  not  in  the  main  river,  and  to  be  ex- 
ercised by  each  subject  to  the  riparian  rights 
of  his  neighbors  and  to  the  rights  of  the 
public  in  the  cove  and  its  waters.  They  also 
have  each  the  important  right  of  access; 
that  is,  the  right  to  go  from  their  land  to  the 
river  and  from  the  river  to  their  land, 
through  the  waters  of  the  cove.  This  right 
is  distinct  from  the  right  of  each  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  public  to  navigate  the  waters 
of  the  cove.  It  is  a  private  right,  belonging 
to  each  as  the  OA\'ner  of  land  bordering  upon 
waters  forming  part  of  a  great  water  high- 
way. However  much  courts  may  differ  up- 
on the  question  whether  such  a  right  can  be 
destroyed  or  impaired  by  the  state  without 
compensation  to  the  owner,  they  all  agree 
that  the  right  of  access  exists.  The  follow- 
ing are  a  few  of  the  many  cases  recognizing 
its  existence:  Lyon  v.  Fishmonffcrs*  Co,  L. 
R.  1  App.  Cas.  602;  Delaplainc  v.  Chicago 
<C-  N.  W.  R.  Co,  42  Wis.  214,  24  Am.  Rep. 
386;  Brisbine  v.  8t.  Paul  d  8.  City  R,  Co. 
23  Minn.  114;  Backus  v.  Detroit,  49  Mich. 
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110,  43  Am.  Rep.  447,  13  N.  W.  380;  Yatcft 
v.  Milwaukee,  10  Wall.  497,  19  L.  ed.  984 ; 
Illinois  C.  R,  Co.  v.  Illinois,  146  U.  S.  445, 
36  L.  ed.  1039,  13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  110;  Scran- 
ton  V.  ^yheeler,  179  U.  S.  141,  45  L.  ed.  126, 
21  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  48.  See  also  the  ca&e> 
in  the  note,  40  L.  R.  A.  593.  Each  ripa- 
rian proprietor  in  the  cove  had  then  at  lea^i 
three  important  rights,  but  they  all  relat- 
ed to  the  waters  of  the  oove  and  to  the 
land  submerged  by  said  waters,  and  not  to 
the  river  proper.  It  may  be  said  that  the 
situation  of  the  plaintiff's  land  was  such, 
with  reference  to  the  mouth  of  the  cove  and 
the  channel  of  the  river,  as  to  give  her  the 
right  to  wharf  out  to  the  channel,  and  also 
to  reclaim  submerged  land  in  that  part  of 
the  river  lying  westerly  of  and  opposite  to 
her  land;  but  we  do  not  think  so.  Her 
rights  of  wharfing  out  and  of  reclamation, 
like  those  of  her  neighbors,  were  confined  to 
the  cove.  The  existence  in  her  of  a  rijiht  to 
wharf  out  and  reclaim  in  the  river  is  entire- 
ly inconsistent  with,  and  its  exercise  might 
be  destructive  of,  the  rights  of  access  belong- 
ing to  her  neighbors.  It  would  give  the 
plaintiff  the  right,  as  against  her  neighbors, 
to  fill  up  wholly  or  partially  the  waters  of 
the  cove  and  its  mouth,  so  as  practically  to 
impair  or  destroy  the  riparian  rights  of 
those  neighbors,  and  especially  their  right 
of  access.  It  follows  from  the  fact  that 
her  rights  of  wharfing  out  and  of  reclama- 
tion were  confined  to  the  cove,  that  these 
rights  were  not  invaded  by  the  acts  of  the 
defendant,  and  that  the  court  erred  in  hold- 
ing that  they  had  been. 

As  to  her  right  of  access,  it  is  clear,  upon 
the  facts  found,  that  it  has  not  been  de- 
stroyed. She  can  still  get  from  her  land  to 
the  river,  and  from  that  to  her  land,  through 
the  waters  of  the  cove.  Nor  does  the  finding 
show  that  it  has  been  essentially  impaired, 
taking  into  account  the  situation  and  limit- 
ed extent  of  the  cove  and  the  shallowness  of 
its  waters.  Its  uses  for  purposes  of  naviga- 
tion have  always  been,  and,  in  the  nature  of 
things,  must  continue  to  be,  quite  insignifi- 
cant; and  if  its  availability  for  such  pur- 
poses has  l>een  lessened  to  some  extent,  that 
is  a  matter  of  which  the  plaintiff  cannot  be 
heard  to  complain  in  this  action.  It  is  a 
public,  and  not  a  private,  detriment.  We 
think  the  facts  found  fail  to  show  that  the 
riparian  rights  of  the  plaintiff  have  been  in- 
vaded or  injured. 

There  is  error.  The  judgment  u  set 
aside,  and  the  cause  remanded,  in  order 
that  nominal  damages  may  be  assessed. 

All  concur. 
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Amelia  P.  DE  WITT  et  ak 

William  L.  BISSELL,  AppU 

(77  Conn.  630.) 

Tlie  owner  of  property  borderlnsT  on  m 
mill  pond  cannot  enjoin  the  oiirner  of 
the  dam  and  -vvater  privilege  from 
drmwing:  the  'water  down  to  Its  natural 
leyel  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  the  utili- 
zation of  the  power,  although  a  portion  of 
the  bottom  of  the  pond  is  thereby  uncovered 
and  expo5;ed  to  the  sun,  rendering  It  unheal th- 
ful  and  injurious  to  the  abutting  owner. 

(March  9,  1905.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  jud^nnent 
of  the  Superior  Court  for  Litchfield 
Ck>unty  enjoining  him  from  drawing  the 
wat-er  from  a  mill  pond.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Hamersley,  J.: 

The  complaint  alleges  the  following  facts : 
On  July  15,  1897,  the  plaintiff  was,  and 
ever  since  has  been,  the  owner  of  a  piece  of 
land  adjoining  and  bordering  upon  the  east 
shore  of  Long  pond,  on  which  piece  of  land 
is  a  dwelling  house  used  by  the  plaintiff  as 
a  summer  residence.  At  the  outlet  of  said 
pond  there  is  a  dam,  claimed  to  be  owned 
by  the  defendant,  which  maintains  the  water 
of  said  pond  at  a  higher  level  than  its  natu- 
ral level.  From  July  15th  to  October  1st 
in  each  of  the  years  1897,  1898,  and  1899, 
and  from  July  15th  to  the  commencement  of 
this  suit  on  September  18th  in  the  year 
1000,  the  defendant  drew  off  the  water  of 
said  pond  by  raising  the  gate  in  said  dam 
until  a  large  area  of  the  land  which  is 
covered  by  water  when  said  pond  is  full  wa:i 
exposed,  which  exposed  condition  continued 
until  October  1st  in  the  years  1897,  1898,  and 
1899,  when  the  defendant  permitted  said 
pond  to  fill  up  to  its  usual  level  as  main- 
tained by  said  dam,  and  continued  in  the 
year  1900  until  the  commencement  of  this 
suit.  When  the  water  was  thus  drawn  off, 
the  land  thus  exposed  to  the  sun  produce'.! 
offensive  stenches,  unhealthy  to  the  plaintiff 
and  other  inmates  of  said  house,  rendering 
snid  house  uninhabitable,  and  constituting 
a  nuisance.  The  defendant  formerly  oper- 
ated a  gristmill,  machine  shop,  and  foundry 
w^ith    the   water   flowing   from    said    pond, 


Note. — As  to  rights  in  artificial  condition 
of  bovly  of  water  generally,  see  note  to  Pewau- 
kee  v.  Savoy,  50  L.  R.  A.  836. 

As  to  rlj?ht  of  owner  of  mill  to  draw  off 
tho  wator  and  lower  the  water  In  the  pond  so  as 
to  destroy  the  ice  privileges  of  the  owner  of 
land  bordering  on  the  pond,  see,  In  this  series, 
Eldemlller  Ice  Co.  v.  Guthrie,  28  L.  R.  A.  581. 

As  to  right  of  owners  of  mill  on  stream  flow- 
ing from  great  pond   to  lower  outlet  to  draw 
down    the   water   In   the   pond,   see   Fernald   y. 
Knox  Woolen  Co.  7  L.  R.  A.  459. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


which  gristmill,  etc.,  stood  on  a  tract  of 
land  owned  by  the  defendant  below  the  out 
let  of  said  pond;  but  said  mill,  machine 
shop,  and  foundry  have  been  abandoned, 
and  the  defendant  has  put  the  water  drawn 
from  said  pond  at  the  times  above  men- 
tioned to  no  beneficial  use.  The  acts  of  the 
defendant  in  creating  such  nuisance  have  in- 
juriously affected  the  health  and  comfort 
of  the  plaintiff  and  her  family,  and  the 
value  of  the  plaintiff's  said  land  has  been 
depreciated.  The  plaintiff  has  often  re- 
quested the  defendant  to  cease  drawing  off 
the  water  as  aforesaid,  but  the  defendant, 
notwithstanding  such  requests,  has  contin- 
ued to  so  draw  it  off,  and  the  plaintiff  is 
without  adequate  remedy  at  law.  The 
prayer  for  relief  asks  an  injunction  restrain- 
ing the  defendant  from  drawing  off  the  wa- 
ter below  the  level  maintained  by  said  dam 
when  the  gate  therein  is  closed  from  July 
16th  to  October  1st  in  each  year,  and  $5,000 
damages.  The  defendant's  answer,  after 
denying  certain  paragraphs  of  the  com- 
plaint, sets  up  as  a  special  defense  to  the 
plaintiff's  cause  of  action  as  stated  in  the 
complaint  the  following:  "(1)  The  defend- 
ant on  the  16th  day  of  July,  1897,  was  and 
for  more  than  twenty  years  prior  thereto  had 
been,  and  still  is,the  owner  of  the  dam  and 
water  privilege  at  the  outlet  of  said  Long 
pond,  and  during  all  of  said  time  was,  has 
been,  and  still  is  the  owner  and  user  of  the 
water  flowing  therefrom;  and  during  all 
of  said  time  has  been  and  still  is  entitled 
to  the  right  to  raise  the  w^ater  in  said  pond 
to  the  height  of  said  dam,  and  to  draw  off 
and  use  all  the  water  from  said  pond  that 
would  flow  from  the  same.  (2)  Any  and 
all  acts  of  the  defendant  in  raising  and 
lowering  the  water  of  said  I>ong  pond  were 
done  in  the  exercise  of  his  legal  right  as 
owner  and  user,  as  set  forth  in  paragraph 
1  of  this  defense."  The  plaintiff,  in  her 
reply  to  the  special  defense,  admitted  so 
much  of  paragraph  1  as  alleged  that  the  de- 
fendant was  on  July  15,  1897,  and  for  more 
than  twenty  years  prior  thereto  had  been, 
and  still  is,  the  owner  of  the  dam  at  the 
outlet  of  Long  pond,  and  denied  the  remain- 
der of  said  paragraph  and  paragraph  2. 
The  judgment  of  the  court  finds  for  the 
plaintiff  the  issues  of  fact  raised  by  the 
pleadings,  and  adjudges  that  the  defendant 
be  perpetually  enjoined  from  drawing  off 
the  water  of  Long  pond  from  July  15th  to 
October  1st  in  each  year,  and  that  the 
plaintiff  recover  of  the  defendant  $100  dam- 
ages. 

Messrs.  Cliarlei  E.  Perkins  and  J. 
Henry  Roraback,  for  ap])ellant: 

Using  a  mill  pond  for  the  uses  for  which 
it  is  made,  in  the  manner  which  is  absolute- 
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ly  necessary  for  its  practical  use,  is  not  an 
unreasonable  and  unlawful  use  of  it. 

Hurlbut  V.  McKone,  55  Conn.  42,  3  Am. 
St.  Rep.  17,  10  Atl.  104. 

A  distinction  has  been  made  between  a 
case  where  the  injury  is  the  natural  and 
necessary  consequence  of  the  exercise  of  the 
l^al  right  of  the  owner  to  develop  the  re- 
souroes  of  his  property,  and  a  case  where 
it  is  the  consequence  of  his  election  to  de- 
vote his  land  to  the  establishment  of  a  par- 
ticular sort  of  manufacture  having  no  natu- 
ral connection  with  the  soil  or  the  subja- 
cent strata. 

21  Am.  &  Eng.  £nc.  Law,  2d  ed.  p.  689; 
Pennsylvania  Coal  Co.  v.  Sanderson,  113 
Pa.  126,  57  Am.  Rep.  445,  6  Atl.  453;  Robb 
v.  Carnegie  Bros.  145  Pa.  324,  14  L.  R.  A. 
329,  27  Am.  St.  Rep.  694,  22  Atl.  649. 

This  distinction  has  sound  reason  and 
good  sense  to  sustain  it. 

Broum  d  Bros.  v.  IllxuSy  27  Conn.  95,  71 
Am.  Dec.  49;  J  shell  v.  'New  York  d  N.  H.  R. 
Co.  27  Conn.  412,  71  Am.  Dec.  78. 

This  rule  is  especially  applicable  to  the 
case  of  a  person  coming  to  live  near  the  al- 
leged nuisance. 

Fay  V.  Salem  d  D.  Aqueduct  Co.  Ill  Mas  . 
27 ;  State  v.  Sunapee  Dam  Co.  70  N.  H.  458, 
50  L.  R.  A.  55,  50  Atl.  108 ;  Bicroe  v.  Sharon 
Electric  Light  Co.  73  Conn.  300,  47  Atl. 
324. 

Where  a  mill  has  been  erected  upon  a 
stream  for  a  long  period  of  time,  it  gives 
the  owner  the  right  to  have  the  water  flow 
to  and  from  the  mill  in  the  manner  in  which 
it  has  been  accustomed  to  flow  all  the  time. 
The  owner  is  not  bound  to  use  the  water  in 
the  precise  manner,  or  apply  it  to  the  same 
mill. 

Saunders  ▼.  Newman,  1  Barn.  &  Aid. 
261 ;  Gould.  Waters,  3d  ed.  S  234,  p.  464. 

Messrs.  Hubert  Williams  and  War- 
ner A  Itaadon,  for  appellees: 

Defendant  must  so  use  his  property  as 
not  to  injure  his  neighbor. 

Whitney  v.  Bartholomew,  21  Conn.  218; 
Orady  v.  Wolsner,  46  Ala.  381,  7  Am.  Rep. 
593 :  Hurlbut  v.  McKone,  55  Conn.  41,  3  Am. 
St.  Rep.  17,  10  Atl.  164;  Kaspar  v.  Dawson, 
71  Tonn.  410.  42  Atl.  78. 

The  question  as  to  whether  the  acts  com- 
plained of  constitute  a  nuisance  is  one  of 
fact  to  be  determined  by  the  trier. 

Stowe  V.  Miles,  39  Conn.  428;  Burnham 
v.  Hotrhkifts.  14  Conn.  318;  Bicrvc  v.  Sharon 
FJrcirio  Light  Co.  73  Conn.  301,  47  Atl. 
324. 

Plaintiffs  having  proved  a  spocinl  and  pe- 
culiar injury  by  reason  of  the  defendant, 
they  were  entitled  to  the  judgment  for  dam- 
ages, and  to  the  injunction  granted. 

BigeloxD  v.  Hartford  Bridge  Co.  14  Conn. 
565,  36  Am.  Dec,  502;  Wheeler  v.  Bedford, 
60  L.  R.  A. 


54  Conn.  244,  7  Atl.  22;  Kaspar  y,  Dawson, 
71  Conn.  410,  42  Atl.  78;  Nolan  ▼.  New 
Britain,  69  Conn.  678,  38  Atl.  703. 

Hamersley,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

It  is  alleged  by  the  defendant  and  ad- 
mitted by  the  plaintiff  that  the  defendant  i;^. 
and  for  more  than  twenty  years  last  past 
has  been,  the  owner  of  the  dam,  which  is 
found  to  have  existed  for  nearly  one  hundred 
years,  and  to  have  been  used  by  its  owners 
for  the  purpose  of  storing  water  to  the  full 
capacity  of  the  dam  and  drawing  off  the 
water  thus  stored  as  occasion  required.  It 
is  also  foimd  that  during  the  years  men- 
tioned in  the  complaint  the  defendant  has, 
from  July  15th  to  Octol)er  1st,  substantially 
drawn  off  all  the  water  stored  for  use  by 
the  dam, — i.  e.,  to  the  depth  of  about  4  feet 
at  its  gate;  that  when  the  water  is  drawn 
off  to  this  extent  the  bottom  of  the  pond  at 
several  points  is  exposed  to  the  sun  and 
air:  that  one  of  the  portions  thus  exposed 
is  opposite  land  owned  by  the  plaintiff,  and 
the  exposure  of  this  portion  has  caused  an 
appreciable  injury  to  the  plaintiff's  said 
property,  for  which  injury  the  defendant  is 
liable.  It  is  not  found  that  drawing  off 
the  water  to  the  depth  of  2  feet  would  cause 
this  injury,  and  it  plainly  appears  that 
drawing  off  the  water  to  some  extent  might 
not  harm  the  plaintiff.  The  judgpnent  per- 
petually enjoins  the  defendant  against  any 
exercise  of  his  admitted  right  to  draw  off 
the  water  during  the  periods  mentioned,  al- 
though some  exercise  of  that  right  can  work 
no  injury  to  the  plaintiff,  and  for  this  rea- 
son the  judgment  is  plainly  erroneous. 

It  appears  that  the  defendant  is  the  owner 
of  a  dam  and  water  privilege  at  the  outlet 
of  Long  pond,  and  this  property  includes 
the  power  of  storing  the  water  flowing 
through  the  land  on  which  the  dam  stands 
to  the  capacity  of  the  dam,  and  of  letting 
the  water  flow  through  its  open  gates  as  the 
owner  may  desire,  and  includes  that  quali- 
fied ownership  in  the  water  stored  which 
the  law  recognizes.  This  property  is  sub- 
ject to  the  rights  belonging  to  other  ripa- 
rian owners  as  owners  of  the  land  and  their 
rights  acquired  by  appropriation  or  con- 
tract, but  is  in  other  respects  similar  to  any 
property  held  in  absolute  ownership.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  plaintiff  in  1894  purchased  a 
piece  of  land  adjoining  and  bounded  by  the 
shore  of  Jjonp  pond.  On  this  land  the  plain- 
tiff, shortly  after  its  purchase,  built  a  house 
for  a  summer  residence.  The  real  substance 
of  the  plaintiff's  cause  of  action,  as  stiiteil 
in  the  complaint  and  determined  by  the 
court,  is  this:  The  uncovered  condition 
of  Long  pond  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hood of  the  plaintiff's  house  results  in  the 
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private  nuisance  described  in  the  complaint, 
namely,  offensive  stenches  unhealthy  to  the 
plaintifif  and  other  inmates  of  her  house, 
and  injuriously  affecting  the  value  of  her 
land.  This  uncovered  condition  of  the  pond 
is  caused  by  the  defendant's  act  in  drawing 
off  the  water  stored  by  his  dam,  and  the  de- 
fendant is  therefore  liable,  whether  owner  of 
the  dam  or  not,  to  the  plaintiff,  for  the  in- 
jury caused  by  this  nuisance.  The  ultimate 
conclusion  of  the  court  is  this :  The  defend- 
ant drew  off  the  water  of  Long  pond,  as 
alleged,  and  such  acts  constituted  and  cre- 
ated a  nuisance,  and  entitled  the  plaintiff 
to  damages  on  account  of  the  appreciable 
injury  thereby  caused  her  property.  Upon 
the  trial  the  defendant  claimed  and  asked 
the  court  to  rule  that  the  law  is  so  that 
where,  in  the  natural  and  necessary  use  of  a 
mill  pond,  it  is  necessary  in  the  summer 
months  so  to  draw  down  the  water  as  to 
expose  some  portions  of  the  bottom  of  the 
pond,  persons  who  purchase  property  and 
live  near  the  pond  after  it  has  been  estab- 
lished and  used  cannot  object  to  such  use 
on  the  ground  that  bad  odors  arise  from 
such  use.  The  court  unqualifiedly  overruled 
this  claim,  and  in  doing  so  plainly  erred. 
Bierce  v.  Sharon  Electrio  Light  Co.  .73 
Ck>nn.  300,  47  Atl.  324;  State  v.  Sunapee 
Dam  Co.  70  N.  H.  458,  59  L.  R,  A.  55,  60 
Atl.  108.  We  think  this  error  was  mate- 
rial, and  seriously  injured  the  defendant. 

The  conclusion  of  the  court  subjects  the 
defendant's  property  to  diminution  or  de- 
struction, because  its  continued  existence  is 
inconsistent  with  the  full  enjoyment  by  the 
plaintiff  of  her  property,  and  because,  when 
such  inconsistency  exists  between  property 
such  as  the  defendant's  (t.  e.,  a  dam  and 
water  privilege)  and  property  such  as  the 
plaintiff's  (that  is,  land  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  a  mill  and  water  privilege),  the  for- 
mer property  must  be  held  and  enjoyed  in 
subordination  to  the  latter.  It  is  evident 
that  in  reaching  such  a  conclusion  the  law 
determining  the  character  and  incidents  of 
the  defendant's  property  should  be  accurate- 
ly understood  and  correctly  applied.  The 
owner  of  land  on  both  sides  and  bed  of  a 
natural  stream  of  water  not  navigable  may 
erect  a  dam  to  create  power  to  operate  mills 
and  machinery.  He  cannot  do  this  so  as 
to  interfere  with  the  right  of  proprietors  of 
lands  below  to  the  natural  flow  6f  the  wa- 
ter, nor  so  as  to  throw  back  the  water  up- 
on the  lands  of  those  above  without  their 
consent;  but,  subject  to  these  limitations,  he 
may  detain  the  water  by  a  dam  so  as  to 
create  an  artificial  pond  or  enlarge  a  natur- 
al one,  and  use  the  water  thus  stored  for 
his  owTi  purposes.  lie  may  open  his  gates 
and  use  the  water  a  few  miles  below  as 
well  as  at  the  outlet  of  the  dam.  He  may 
69  L.  R.  A. 


lease  or  grant  the  water  to  a  lower  riparian 
proprietor,  and  may  use  the  water  for  any 
purpose,  provided  he  does  not  thereby  inter- 
fere 'with  the  rights  of  other  proprietors, 
either  above  or  below  him.  Such  a  dam 
and  water  privilege,  with  its  incidental 
rights,  constitutes  property  favored  by  the 
law  since  earliest  times.  Eolyoke  'Water- 
Povoer  Co,  v.  Lyman,  15  Wall.  500,  21  L. 
ed.  133;  Smith  v.  Agavoam  Canal  Co,  2  Al- 
len, 356;  Whittier  v.  Cocheoo  Mfg,  Co.  0 
N.  H.  454,  458,  32  Am.  Dec.  382;  Nuttall  v. 
Bracewell,  L.  R.  2  Exch.  1;  Miner  v.  OH- 
mour,  33  L.  T.  98.  Not  only  has  such  prop- 
erty been  always  favored  by  the  public  pol- 
icy of  this  state,  but  in  later  years  the  pow- 
er of  eminent  domain  has  been  pushed  to  its 
limits  in  authorizing  the  acquirement  of 
such  property  through  proceedings  for  con- 
demnation. Assuming,  for  the  moment, 
that  such  property  may  become,  by  the  mere 
fact  of  its  existence,  the  occasion  of  a  pri- 
vate nuisance  injurious  to  the  property  of 
neighboring  landowners,  so  as  to  make  its 
owner  liable  in  damages  to  such  landowners, 
especially  when  he  is  chargeable  with  mali- 
cious or  wanton  disregard  of  their  interests, 
it  is  evident  that  in  determining  the  ques-  * 
tion  of  such  liability  all  the  facts  and  cir- 
cumstances must  be  weighed  in  their  rela- 
tion to  the  law  which  establishes  a  dam  and 
water  privilege  as  property,  and  defines  its 
incidents.  In  the  present  case  it  is  appar- 
ent from  the  action  of  the  court  in  overrul- 
ing the  defendant's  claim  of  law,  as  well 
as  from  the  whole  finding,  that  the  law  rel- 
ative to  this  peculiar  property  in  a  dam 
and  water  privilege  was  not  duly  regarded 
in  drawing  the  inferences  from  evidence  and 
from  the  facts  found  as  well  as  in  reach- 
ing the  ultimate  conclusion.  The  error 
complained  of  indicates  that  the  material 
conclusions  of  the  court  may  have  been,  and 
probably  were,  influenced  to  the  detriment 
of  the  defendant  by  an  erroneous  view  of  the 
law,  and  must  therefore  be  treated  as 
vitiating  the  whole  judgment. 

It  was  suggested  in  argument  that  the 
paragraph  in  the  finding  which  states  that 
in  the  year  1900,  with  his  own  hands,  the 
defendant  opened  the  gate  of  the  dam,  and 
permitted  the  water  stored  to  flow  out  to 
the  same  extent  and  with  similar  effect  up- 
on the  plaintiff's  property,  as  in  the  former 
years  mentioned,  for  no  apparent  purpose 
unless  to  assert  his  legal  right  to  draw  off 
the  water  as  against  any  legal  right  in  the 
plaintiff  to  have  the  water  stored  to  the 
height  of  th6  dam,  is  suflBcient  to  support 
at  least  that  part  of  the  judgment  which 
gives  the  plaintiff  damages.  It  may  bo 
doubtful  whether,  upon  the  pleadings,  the 
defendant  having  established  his  ownership 
of  the  dam  and  water  privilege,  and  that 
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(luring  the  years   1897,   1898,  and   1899   he 

had,  in  pursuance  of  his  legal  right,  used  the 
water  drawn  from  the  dam  for  operating 
mills  located  at  a  point  2  miles  helow  its 
outlet  and  owned  by  the  Sharon  Electric 
Light  Company,  which  paid  him  for  the 
power,  the  court  could  properly  render  judg- 
ment only  for  the  damage  that  might  have 
been  caused  by  this  single  act;  but,  if  it 
had  the  power,  it  has  not  rendered  such  a 
judgment.      The     judgment     for     damages 

('o\crs  the  injury  to  the  plaintifl''s  property 
caused  by  the  defendant's  drawing  off  the 
water  from  his  dam  from  1897  to  1900,  and 
it  is  evident  that  the  erroneous  view  of  the 
law  which  influenced  the  court  in  drawing 
inferences  from  testimony  and  in  reaching 
the  conclusion  that  the  property  of  the 
plaintiff  was  injured  and  the  defendant  was 
liable  for  this  injury  affected  its  conclusion 
in  respect  to  damage,  including  any  that 
may  have  been  suffered  in  the  year  1900. 

.  There  is  error.  The  judgment  of  the  Su- 
perior Court  is  re  versed  J  and  the  cause  re- 
manded for  further  proceedings  according 
to  law. 

All  concur. 


Bianca  RINCICOTTI,  Admrx.,  etc., 

V. 

JOHN      J.       O'BRIEN       CONTRACTING 
COMPANY,  Appt. 

(77  Conn.  617.) 

1.  There  In  no  dlMtlnctlon  between  the 
eoHMtrnction  of  the  appliance«  fur- 
nished for  the  nme  of  a  servant  and 
their  maintenance,  so  far  as  the  right 
of  the  master  is  concerned  to  absolve  him- 
self from  liability  for  injuries  by  furnishing 
suitable  materials  to  a  competent  person,  to 
l>e  used  for  that  puriK>se. 

2.  Tlie  proximate  canse  of  tlie  injury  of 
a  servant  by  tlie  fall  of  a  derrick 
Iiecause  of  the  breaklns:  of  a  spliced  rope 
is  not  the  failure  to  insert  thimbles  Into  the 
loops  of  the  splice,  but  the  failure  to  inspect 
the  rope  for  the  purpose  of  determining  Its 
condition,  and  to  repnlr  it  after  it  has 
become  chafed  and  worn  by  use,  where  there 
is  nothing  to  show  that  the  splice  is  not  suf- 
ficiently strong?,  without  the  tiiimbJos,  to  do 
the  work  required  of  it,  but  fails  because  of 
the  wear  due  to  continued  use. 


Note. — As  to  master's  duty  to  inspect  ap- 
pliances and  places  of  work,  including  right  to 
delegate  such  duty,  see  also  note  to  Walkowski 
V.  Peuokee  &  G.  Consol.  Mines.  41  L.  R.  A.  74, 
109.  and  the  later  cases.  In  this  series,  of  Mc- 
(Juire  V.  Bell  Teleph.  (^o.  52  L.  R.  A.  437; 
Smith  V.  lOrle  R.  Co.  59  L.  R.  A.  302;  and 
Twombly  v.  Consolidated  Electric  Light  Co.  04 
L.  R.  A.  551. 

As    to   duty    to    inspect    mntorini    to    be    used 
in   bridge,   see  I^fay^tte   Bridge   Co.   v.   Olsen, 
54   I,.   R.  A.  33. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


3.  The  master  is  bound  to  make  reason- 
able inspection  of  appliances  nsed  to 
aid  his  servants  in  their  work,  and  he  cannot 
relieve  himself  from  the  consequence*  of  hi« 
failure  to  do  so  by  delegating  the  duty  tn 
competent  employees. 

4.  The  admission  of  evidence  ^t  the 
aare,  at  the  time  of  death,  of  the  parents 
of  one  killed  by  accident,  for  the  purpose  of 
showing  his  expectation  of  life,  although  er 
roneous  because  of  remoteness,  is  not  ground 
for  new  trial. 

(March  9,  1005.) 

A  PPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
^  of  the  Superior  Court  for  Fairfield 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action 
brought  to  recover  damages  for  the  alleged 
negligent  killing  of  her  husband.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Prentice,  J.: 

The  defendant  was  engaged  in  building  a 
stone  retaining  wall  along  the  Naugatuck 
river,  in  Ansonia.     One  Toole  was  the  su- 
perintendent of  the  work,  and  had  charge 
thereof  and  of  the  men  employed  upon  it. 
The   plaintiff's   intestate  was   a   mason    so 
employed,  and  foreman  of  the  masons.     For 
the  prosecution  of  the  work  the  defendant 
uspd  a  heavy  steam-hoisting  derrick,  havin<7 
a  mast  50  feet  in  height  and  a  boom   5*< 
feet  long,  operated  by  what  is  known  as  a 
"bull    wheel."     By    its    use    the    defendant 
was   enabled    to    lift   the    heavy   blocks   of 
stone,  of  which  the  wall  was  constructed, 
from  the  cars,  and  swing  them  into  position 
upon  the  wall.     The  derrick  rested  upon  a 
foundation   prepared   for  it,  and  was  sup- 
ported  in   its   upright  position   by  twisted 
wire  cables  which  radiated  in  various  di- 
rections from  the  top  of  the  mast  to  secure 
points,   where   they   were   fastened.   As   the 
construction  of  the  wall  progressed  so  far 
that  the  boom  would  no  longer  serve  at  th«» 
point    where    stones    were    desired    to    U* 
placed,   the   derrick    was    moved   and    relo- 
cated.    Work   upon  the  wall   had  been  in 
process  for  some  time  when  the  intestate  re- 
ceived  his   injuries,   and   two   such   reloca- 
tions had  been  made.     Toole  was  an  expert 
derrick   rigger,  and  it  was  a  part  of  hi> 
duty,  and  his  duty  alone,  to  take  care  and 
charge   of   the   derrick,   including   its   loca- 
tions,   removals,   and    preparation   for  use. 
The  masons  had  no  duty  in  that  regard.     At 
the  time  of  the  last  location  of  the  derrick, 
which,    like    the    others,    was    made    under 
Toole's  direction,  and  about  one  month  prior 
to  the  accident,  it  was  supported  in  positi<m 
by  six  cables,  varying  from  186  to  413  feet 
in   length.     One   of   them   wag   360   feet   in 
lenirtb,    and    extended    from    the    masthenl 
across  the  river,  where  it  was  made  fa^st  u* 
a  tree.     Owing  to  the  distance  which  this 
cable  had   in   the   former   locations  of  the 
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derrick  been  required  to  span,  Toole  had 
spliced  it.  The  new  conditions  necessitated 
the  same  extension,  and  the  spliced  cable 
was  used,  the  point  of  splicing  being  about 
15  or  20  feet  from  the  tree  and  across  the 
river.  The  splice  was  made  by  doubling 
back  the  end  of  each  piece  of  the  cable,  in- 
serting one  of  the  loops  thus  formed  into 
the  other,  and  fastening  each,  and  thus 
doubled  back  to  the  cable  by  iron  clamps  of 
approved  design.  Interlocked  loops  were 
thus  made.  As  the  result  of  the  use  of  the 
derrick  after  the  splicing,  and  the  constant 
strain  and  friction  at  the  points  of  contact 
within  the  loops,  these  parts  of  the  cable 
had,  before  the  accident,  become  chafed 
and  worn,  and  some  of  the  strands  had 
parted.  At  the  time  of  the  accident  the 
derrick  was  being  used  to  carry  a  stone  into 
position.  When  the  atone  was  in  mid  air, 
said  cable  parted  at  the  worn  and  weakened 
part  within  one  of  the  loops.  As  the  result, 
the  derrick  fell,  striking  the  intestate. 
Toole  never  at  any  time  inspected  the  cable 
to  ascertain  its  condition.  In  making  cable 
spHcings  such  as  have  been  described,  it  is 
customary  and  prudent  to  place  a  device 
called  a  "thimble"  in  each  of  the  loops 
in  such  manner  as  to  furnish  the  bearing 
in  both  directions.  By  the  use  of  the  thim- 
bles the  cables  are  prevented  from  bending 
as  sharply  as  they  otherwise  w^ould,  the 
tension  is  distributed,  and  the  friction  and 
chafing  obviated.  Added  strength  and  dur- 
ability are  thus  obtained.  There  were  suit- 
able thimbles  furnished  by  the  defendant  in 
a  chest  upon  or  near  the  premises,  which 
fact  was  known  to  Toole. 

Messrs.  Soymoiir  C.  Iioomis  and  ZSam- 
eit  C.  Simpion  for  appellant. 

Messrs.  Jobn  J.  Cnllinan  and  Stllei 
Judson,  Jr.,  for  appellee: 

The  test  as  to  whether  one  acts  as  a  vice 
principal  or  as  a  fellow  servant  is  the  na- 
ture of  the  duties  to  be  performed,  and  not 
the  grade  of  employment. 

Sullivan  v.  Neiv  York,  N,  E.  d  H.  R.  Co. 
62  Conn.  216,  25  Atl.  711;  McElligott  v 
RandolpK  61  Conn.  157,  29  Am.  St.  Rep. 
181,  22  Atl.  1094;  Jackson  v.  Norfolk  &  W, 
R.  Co.  43  W.  Va.  380,  46  L.  R.  A.  337,  27 
S.  E.  278,  31  S.  E.  258;  Baltimore  d  0.  R, 
Co.  V.  Baugh,  149  U.  S.  387,  37  L.  ed.  781, 
13  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  914. 

The  duty  of  the  master  is  not  discharged 
by  anything  short  of  actual  performance. 

McElligott  V.  Randolphy  01  Conn.  157,  20 
Am.  St.  Rep.  181,  22  Atl.  1094. 

Until  the  agent  in  fact  acts  up  to  the  lim- 
it of  the  duty  of  his  master  to  act,  the 
master's  duty  is  not  done. 

Wilson  V.  Willimantic  Linen  Co.  50  r'onn. 
433.  47  Am.  Rep.  653;  Laning  v.  New  York 
60  L.  R.  A. 


C.  R,  Co.  49  N.  Y.  521,  10  Am.  Rep.  417; 
Hough  V.  Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  100  U.  S.  218, 
25  L.  ed.  615;  Davis  v.  Central  Vermont 
R.  Co.  55  Vt.  84,  45  Ani.  Rep.  590 ;  Ford  v. 
Fitchhurg  R.  Co.  110  Mass.  260,  14  Am. 
Rep.  598;  Brodeur  v.  Valley  Falls  Co.  16  R. 
I.  450,  17  Atl.  54;  Wood,  Mast.  &  S.  p.  871. 

The  servant  is  not  bound  to  inspect  ap- 
pliances before  using  them,  but  assumes  the 
risk  only  of  such  defects  as  are  in  fact 
known  to  him,  or  are  patent  and  obvious. 

Darrigan  v.  New  York  d  N.  E.  R.  Co.  52 
Conn.  299,  62  Am.  Rep.  590 ;  Oerrish  v.  New 
Haven  Ice  Co.  63  Conn.  16,  27  Atl.  235; 
Kelly  V.  New  Haven  8.  B.  Co.  74  Conn.  347, 
57  L.  R,  A.  494;  92  Am.  St.  Rep.  220,  60 
Atl.  871. 

The  duty  of  maintaining  sound  instrumen- 
talities while  in  use  by  the  servant,  which 
involves  the  duty  of  reasonable  inspection, 
is  obligatory  on  the  part  of  the  master. 

Moore  v.  Wabash,  8t.  L.  d  P.  R.  Co.  85 
Mo.  588;  Bailey  v.  Rome,  W.  d  O.  R.  Co. 
139  N.  Y.  302,  34  N.  E.  918. 

The  duty  of  inspection  is  affirmative,  and 
must  be  continuously  fulfilled  and  positively 
performed. 

Brann  v.  Chicago,  R.  I.  d  P.  R.  Co.  53 
Iowa,  595,  36  Am.  Rep.  243,  6  N.  W.  5; 
Chesson  v.  John  L.  Roper  Lumber  Co.  118 
N.  C.  59,  23  S.  E.  925;  Ocean  8.  8.  Co  v. 
Matthews,  86  Ga.  418,  12  S.  E.  632;  Ar- 
mour v.  Brazeau,  191  111.  117,  60  N.  E.  904; 
Comben  v.  Belleville  Stone  Co.  59  N.  J.  I/. 
226,  36  Atl.  473. 

This  is  a  nonassignable  duty,  and  cannot 
be  delegated  so  as  to  release  the  master 
from  responsibility. 

Louisville,  E.  d  St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v. 
Utz,  133  Ind.  205,  32  N.  E.  881 ;  Babcock  v. 
Old  Colony  R.  Co.  150  Mass.  467,  23  N.  E. 
325;  1  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S.  p.  241;  Jackson 
v.  Norfolk  d  W.  R.  Co.  43  W.  Va.  380,  46  L. 
R.  A.  337,  27  S.  E.  278,  31  S.  E.  258. 

Where  the  master  assumes  to  furnish  his 
ser^'ant  a  complete  instrument  or  apparatus 
for  the  performance  of  his  work,  the  servant 
has  nothing  to  do  with  the  question  of  the 
original  sufficiency  of  its  parts,  or  of  their 
subsequent  preservation,  unless  a  defect  is 
obvious. 

Shanny  v.  Androscoggin  Mills.  06  Me.  420 ; 
Hough  V.  Texas  d  pl  R.  Co.  100  U.  S.  213, 
25  L.  ed.  612;  Lehigh  Valley  R.  Co.  v.  Kis- 
zel,  25  C,  C.  A.  566,  51  U.  S.  App.  205,  80 
Fed.  470 ;  Eureka  Co.  v.  Bass,  81  Ala.  200, 
60  Am.  Rep.  152,  8  So.  216;  Jager  v.  Cali- 
fornia Bridge  Co.  104  Cal.  642,  38  Pac.  413; 
Wells  V.  Coe,  9  Colo.  159,  11  Pac.  50:  Sny- 
der V.  Clevelnnd.  C.  C.  d  St.  L.  R.  Co.  00 
Ohio  St.  487,  54  N.  E.  475;  1  Labatt,  Mast. 
&  S.  p.  228;  1  Shcarm.  &  Redf.  Xcj;.  §  ItM : 
McNeil  V.  The  Pnnu  50  Fed.  241:  /)i/rr  v. 
Pittsburg  Bridge  Co.  198  Pa.   183,  47   Atl. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


«38 


CoNKECTiGUT  Supreme  Goubt  of  Ebbors. 


Mar^ 


979;  Donnelly  V.  Booth  Bros,  d  E,  /.  Qran- 
ite  Co,  90  Mc.  Ill,  37  Atl.  874;  McQuigan 
V.  Beotty,  180  Pa.  329.  40  Atl.  490;  Bier  v. 
Standard  Mfg,  Co.  130  Pa.  447,  18  Atl.  637; 
Baker  v.  Allegheny  Valley  R.  06.  95  Pa. 
211,  40  Am.  Rep.  634;  Taw  v.  Whitmore,  46 
App.  Div.  422,  61  N.  Y.  Supp.  733,  Af- 
firmed in  167  N.  Y.  605,  60  N.  E.  1123; 
BriOdy  V.  The  Persian  Monarch,  49  Fed. 
609;  Ashley  Wire  Co.  v.  Meroier,  61  111. 
App.  487 ;  Tangney  v.  /.  B,  Wilson  d  Co,  87 
Mich.  465,  49  n!  W.  666;  Honifus  V.  CJiam- 
bershurg  Engineering  Co.  196  Pa.  47,  46 
Atl.  259;  Woods  v.  Chicago  d  G.  T.  R.  Co. 
108  Mich.  397,  66  N.  W.  328;  Houston  v. 
Brush,  66  Vt.  332,  29  Atl.  380;  Fuller  v. 
Jewett,  80  N.  Y.  46,  36  Am.  Rep,  575; 
Brenna/n  v.  Berlin  Iron  Bridge  Co.  74  Conn. 
389,  50  Atl.  1030. 

The  intestate,  as  a  stone  mason,  intent 
only  upon  transferring  the  stones  from  the 
•car  to  the  wall  and  there  laying  them, 
had  nothing  to  do  with  the  construction, 
inspection,  and  repair  of  the  appliances 
that  were  being  operated. 

1  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S.  p.  595;  Benzing  v. 
Steinway  d  Sons,  101  N.  Y.  547,  5  N.  E. 
449;  1  Shearm.  &  Redf.  Neg.  9  1855; 
Crowley  v.  Cutting,  165  Mass.  436,  43  N. 
E.  197. 

The  intestate  had  a  right  to  assume 
that  Toole,  as  a  competent  and  skilled  der- 
rick rigger,  had  properly  secured  the  der- 
rick, and  that  it  was  safe  to  engage  in  the 
work  of  operating  the  same. 

Buzzell  V.  Laconia  Mfg.  Co.  48  Me.  113, 
77  Am.  Dec  212 ;  Texas  d  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Archi- 
bald, 170  U.  S.  665,  42  L.  ed.  1188,  18 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  777;  Delude  v.  8t.  Paul  City 
R.  Co.  65  Minn.  63,  56  N.  W.  461 ;  Bergin 
V.  Southern  New  England  Teleph.  Co.  70 
Conn.  65,  39  L.  R.  A.   192,  38  Atl.  888. 

The  Massachusetts  rule  that  supplying 
loose  appliances  and  proper  supervision  by 
A  competent  representative  will  exempt  the 
master    from    liability    stands    alone. 

1  Labatt,  Mast.  &  S.  1639;*  1  Shearm.  & 
Redf.  Neg.  §  177 ;  Darrigan  v.  Netv  York  d 
N.  E.  R.  Co.  62  Conn.  305.  52  Am.  Rep.  590. 

Prentice,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

Tlip  plaintiflf's  intestate,  while  acting  as 
the  defendant's  servant,  received  injuries, 
from  which  he  died,  by  reason  of  the  fall  of 
an  instrumentality  used  in  the  work  upon 
which  he  was  employed.  The  injuries  were 
not  occasioned  by  any  ne<rligence  in  the  use 
of  the  instrumentality.  The  instrumental- 
ity was  not  one  whose  oonstruction,  prepa- 
ration, adaptation  for  use,  care,  or  inspec- 
tion entered  into  the  performance  of  the  in- 
1  .'state's  work  or  duty,  or  was  it  an  inci- 
dent of  it.  Eraser  v.  Red  River  Lumber 
<10  L.  R.  A. 


Co.  45  Minn.  235,  47  N.  W.  785 ;  Bums  v. 
Sennett,  99  Cal.  303,  33  Pac.  916;  Robin- 
son V.  George  F.  Blake  Mfg.  Co.  143  Mass. 
528,  10  N.  E.  314;  Richards  v.  Uaycs,  17 
App.  Div.  422,  45  N.  Y.  Supp.  234;  Labatt, 
Mast.  &  S.  §  589.  It  was  a  mechanical  ap- 
paratus furnished  by  the  master  to  co-oper- 
ate with  and  facilitate  the  intestate  and  hi* 
fellow  masons  in  the  work  upon  which  they 
were  engaged.  The  duty  of  the  defendant 
as  master,  under  such  circumstances  and  in 
respect  to  such  an  instrumentality,  was*  to 
use  reasonable  care  to  provide  qne  which 
should  be  reasonably  safe  for  the  work  to 
which  it  was  to  be  put.  McElligott  v. 
Randolph,  61  Conn.  157,  29  Am.  St.  Rep. 
181,  22  AU.  1094;  Gerrish  v.  New  Haren 
Ice  Co.  63  Conn.  16,  27  Atl.  235.  This 
duty  was  a  continuing  one,  and  included 
that  of  maintenance.  Hough  v.  Tcmu  d 
P.  R.  Co.  100  U.  S.  213,  26  L.  ed.  612; 
Shanny  v.  Androscoggin  Mills,  66  Me.  420; 
Ford  V.  Fitchburg  R.  Co.  110  Mass.  240,  14 
Am.  Rep.  608 ;  Tiemey  v.  Minneapolis  d  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  33  Minn.  311,  53  Am.  Rep.  35, 
23  N.  W.  229;  Indiana  Car  Co.  v.  Parker, 
100  Ind.  181 ;  Moore  v.  Wabash,  Bt.  L.  d  P. 
R.  Co.  85  Mo.  588 ;  Bailey  v.  Rome,  W.  d 
0.  R.  Co.  139  N.  Y.  302,  34  N.  E.  918.  The 
duty  of  maintenance  necessarily  involved 
that  of  reasonable  inspection  and  repair. 
Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Daniels,  152  U.  S.  684, 
38  L.  ed.  597,  14  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  766;  Tier- 
ney  v.  Minneapolis  d  8t.  L»  R.  Co.  33  Mina. 
311,  53  Am.  Rep.  35,  23  N.  W.  229;  Armour 
y.  Brazeau,  191  111.  117,  60  N.  E.  904 ;  Com- 
ben  V.  Belleville  Stone  Co.  59  N.  J.  L.  226. 
36  Atl.  473 ;  Munch  v.  Great  Northern  R. 
Co.  75  Minn.  61,  77  N.  W.  541 ;  Louisville, 
E.  d  St.  L.  Consol.  R.  Co.  v.  Vtz,  133  Ind. 
265,  32  N.  E.  881 ;  Richmond  d  D.  R.  Co.  v. 
Burnett,  88  Va.  538,  14  S.  E.  372. 

The  defendant  says  that  the  cause  of  the 
accident  was  the  failure  to  insert  thimbles 
in  the  loops  made  in  splicing  the  cable,  and 
argues  therefrom  that,  as  their  absence  was 
due  to  the  failure  of  Toole,  the  superin- 
tendent, to  insert  them,  and  as  the  defend- 
ant had  provided  suflScient  thimbles  to  he 
used  when  needed,  it  had  not  failed  in  it^ 
diity  as  n  ister,  and  the  intestate's  injuries 
were  the  consequence  of  the  negligence  of 
Toole  in  respect  to  his  service  as  the  int«»s- 
tate's  fellow  servant.  This  contention  is 
unsound  in  both  its  premise  and  the  conclu- 
sions drawn  therefrom.  It  is  enoujjh  for 
our  present  purpose  to  pursue  at  length  the 
first  of  these  dual  propositions.  In  thus 
limiting  our  discussion,  however,  we  do  not 
wish  our  silence  to  imply  our  assent  to  the 
legal  principle  which,  in  so  far  at  least  as 
maintenance  and  repair  are  concerned,  is 
vigorously  urged  upon  us,  to  wit,  that  a 
master  upon  whom  rests  the  duty  of  using 
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reasonable  care  to  provide  and  maintain  for 
i!ie  use  of  his  servants  in  their  work  rea- 
sonably safe  mechanical  instrumentalities 
may  perform  that  duty  by  furnishing  to  a 
fit  and  competent  agent  the  materials  or 
parts  out  of  or  by  means  of  which  the  in- 
strumentality as  a  working  entity  can  be 
either  created  or  maintained,  and  that  for 
the  shortcomings  of  the  agent  in  his  utiliza- 
tion or  failure  to  utilize  this  material  or 
these  parts  the  master  assumes  no  respon- 
sibility. In  so  far  as  the  defendant's  con- 
tention assumes  that  there  is  a  difference,  as 
respects  the  master's  duty,  between  con- 
struction and  maintenance,  it  is  without 
foundation!  To  whatever  extent  the  con- 
tention is  carried,  it  also  involves  princi- 
ples which  have  had  the  repeated  disap- 
proval of  this  court.  The  master's  duty  re- 
<|uire8  performance.  It  may  be  performed 
in  person,  or  by  one  delegated  to  that  end. 
In  either  event,  the  thing  required  must  be 
•done.  Delegation  to  a  fit  and  competent 
agent  is  not  sufficient.  Wilson  v.  Willimam- 
fie  JAnen  Co.  50  Conn.  433,  47  Am.  Rep. 
1153 ;  McKUigott  v.  Randolph,  61  Conn.  157, 
29  Am.  St.  Rep.  181,  22  Atl.  1094;  Gerriah 
V.  New  Haven  Ice  Co.  63  Conn.  16,  27 
Atl.  235. 

Let  us  return  now  to  the  defendant's 
premise  that  the  proximate  cause  of  the  in- 
jury complained  of  was  the  superintendent's 
failure  to  place  thimbles  in  the  loops  of  the 
fipHce.  It  is  doubtless  true  that,  had  thim- 
bles been  inserted  in  making  the  splice,  the 
cables  would  not  by  use  have  become  so 
worn  and  defective  at  the  points  of  tension 
that  they  would  have  parted  when  they  did. 
To  this  extent  the  failure  to  insert  the  thim- 
bles was  without  doubt  the  cause — but  the 
remote  one — of  the  accident.  The  proxi- 
mate cause,  however,  was  the  worn  and  de- 
fective condition  into  which  the  cables  had 
been  suffered  to  lapse  by  being  used  for  a 
considerable  period  of  time  without  such 
repair  or  replacement  as  was  necessary,  in 
view  of  the  way  in  which  the  splice  was 
made,  to  maintain  the  requisite  condition  of 
strength.  The  cable  as  spliced  was  not  able 
to  stand  as  great  a  strain  as  one  spliced 
with  thimbles,  but  it  does  not  appear  that 
without  them  it  was  not  originally  suffi- 
ciently strong  to  do  the  work  required  of  it. 
Its  original  strength  became  dissipated  as 
the  consequence  of  wear  and  tear  and  a  fail- 
ure in  the  duty  of  maintenance.  The  worn 
and  weakened  condition  wich  resulted  may 
not  have  been  known  to  the  defendant  or 
60  L.  R.  A. 


its  superintendent,  and  apparently  was  not, 
as  it  is  found  that  no  inspection  was  made. 
But  that  is  of  no  legal  consequence,  since 
it  is  found  that  it  was  so  apparent  that  an 
inspection  would  have  revealed  it.  In  other 
words,  the  failure  which  was  the  true  proxi- 
mate cause  of  the  parting  of  the  cable,  and 
thus  of  the  intestate's  injuries,  was  one  in 
the  master's  duty  of  reasonable  inspection. 
The  manner  of  the  splice  was  known,  for 
Toole  made  it;  the  consequences  thereon  of 
wear  were  palpable,  and  therefore  such  as 
the  defendant  and  Toole  were  bound  to  an- 
ticipate. The  duty  of  inspection  was  one  to 
be  exercised  in  the  light  of  these  conditions. 
The  facts,  therefore,  disclose  a  clear  failure 
on  the  part  of  the  defendant,  as  master, 
in  the  performance  of  its  duty  towards  the 
intestate. 

If  it  be  suggested  that  the  cable  was,  by 
the  manner  of  the  splice,  inherently  weak 
and  thus  defective,  the  master  is  not  thereby 
exonerated.  In  that  event,  his  failure  in 
the  duty  of  usfng  reasonable  care  to  provide 
reasonably  safe  instrumentalities  only  as- 
sumes a  slightly  different  aspect;  but  it  is 
the  same  duty.  The  duly  of  the  master  is 
the  same  in  its  essence  w^hether  it,  in  a 
given  case,  assumes  the  immediate  form  of 
original  provision,  maintenance,  or  inspec- 
tion as  an  incident  of  maintenance.  All 
are  involved  in  the  general  duty  of  provision, 
which,  as  we  have  seen  is  a  continuing  one 
and  an  unchanging  one. 

Three  rulings  upon  the  admission  of  evi- 
dence are  assigned  as  erroneous.^  Only  one 
is  pursued  in  the  brief.  The  intestate's 
widow  being  upon  the  stand,  the  court  per- 
mitted the  plaintiff  to  ask  her  the  age  of  his 
parents  at  their  death,  as  bearing  upon  his 
health  and  constitution.  Her  reply  was 
seventy-eight  and  seventy  years,  respective- 
ly. Rulings  of  this  character,  where  the 
vice,  if  any,  in  the  evidence  offered,  is  re- 
moteness, can  seldom  be  of  sufficient  con- 
sequence to  warrant  the  granting  of  a  new 
trial.  Much  must  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  court.  State  v.  Kelly,  77  Conn.  266, 
58  Atl.  705.  This  ruling  furnishes  no  ex- 
ception to  the  general  rule. 

None  of  the  corrections  which  the  defend- 
ant claims  should  be  made  in  the  finding  as- 
sumes any  importance,  in  view  of  our  con- 
clusions. 

There  is  no  error. 

All  concur. 
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PEXXSYLVANIA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Re  ESTATE  OF  Thomas  Mifflin  JONES,  Jr., 
Deceased. 

(211  Pa.  364.) 

1.  The  proenrinflTf  by  the  lesratee,  of  mn 
absolute  divorce  subsequent  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  win,  does  not  cause  the  lapse  of 
a  legacy  which  testator  creates  for  his  "wife*' 
by  name. 

2.  The  ffrmntlnir  of  an  absolute  divorce 
does  not  revoke  by  implication  a  legacy  in 
the  will  of  the  husband  in  favor  of  the  wife. 

(Mitchelh  Oh,  J„  dissents.) 

(April  10,  1905.) 


APPEAL  by  tlie  Fidelity  Title  &  Trust 
Company,  guardian  of  Thomas  M. 
Jones,  3d,  from  a  decree  of  the  Orphan^*' 
Court  of  Allegheny  County  dismissing  ex- 
ceptions to  the  allowance  of  a  claim  to  a 
legacy  under  the  will  of  Thomas  MifTlin 
Jones,  Jr.,  deceased.    Affirmed. 

The  amount  for  distribution  was  in  the 
neighborhood  of  $600,000.  A  claim  to  share 
in  this  under  the  will  of  the  testator  wa«i 
presented  by  his  former  wife. 

Miller,  J.,  the  auditing  judge,  after  set- 
ting out  the  stipulation  as  to  the  faets^  con- 
tinued as  follows: 

"The  question  presented  is  new.     Careful 


Note. — Effect  of  divorce  to  revoke  gift  hy  will. 

I.  Introductory,  940. 
II.  When  status  ntcnUoned  in  will  controU. 

a.  In  general,  940. 

b.  IF  A  en  legatee  is  mentioned  hy  name, 
041. 

III.  Effect  of  lapse  of  time  between  divorce 

and  testator's  death,  942. 

IV.  Effect  of  property  settlement,  943. 

I.  Introductory, 

From  the  few  decisions  upon  this  question  In 
Enf?hind  and  in  this  country,  It  is  plain  that 
the  courts,  while  taking  Into  consideration  all 
relevant  circumstances  tending  to  throw  light 
upon  the  testator's  intention,  refrain  as  a 
rule  from  interfering  with  the  right  of  a  di- 
vorced legatee  to  take  under  a  will  executed 
prior  to  the  granting  of  the  dWorce,  unless 
from  the  language  of  the  will  It  Is.  in  the  court's 
opinion,  obviously  testator's  Intention  that  the 
gift  shall  not  go  to  a  legatee  occupying  the 
chnnf^ed  relation  resulting  from  a  divorce, 
or  unless,  from  some  other  circumstance,  the 
court  Is  Irresistibly  convinced  that  not  to 
decree  an  Implied  revocation  in  regard  to  the 
divorced  legatee  on  account  of  the  divorce 
would  be  to  allow  something  entirely  contrary 
to  the  testator's  desire  and  Intention.  Under 
such  circumstances  only  Is  the  doctrine  of  im- 
plied revocation  applied. 

This.  It  seems,  Is  the  proper  course,  for,  if 
a  testator  had  notice  of  divorce  proceedings 
affecting  a  legatee,  and  thereafter  made  no 
change  In  his  will  regarding  blm  or  her  when 
there  was  sufficient  time  and  opijortunlty  in 
which  to  do  so,  the  presumption  Is  strong  that 
his  win  expressed  his  wishes  and  intentions, 
and  any  Interference  by  the  courts,  except 
under  the  circumstances  above  Indicated,  would 
be  an  unwarranted  and  unjustifiable  extension 
of  the  doctrine  of  Implied  revocation. 

II.  When  status  mentioned  in  will  controls. 

a.  In   general. 

While  there  is  strong  ground  for  the  pre- 
sumption that  If,  after  a  divorce,  there  was 
opportunity  and  time  In  which  a  testator 
might  have  changed  his  will  In  regard  to  the 
divorced  legatee,  and  omitted  to  do  so,  he  did 
not  care  to  make  any  change,  on  the  other 
(JO  L.  R.  A. 


hand,  there  is  the  possibility  that  be  might  have 
labored  under  the  supposition  that  the  changed 
status  of  the  legatee,  resulting  from  the  dl 
vorce,  would  of  Itself  revoke  his  gift.  When, 
however,  the  legatee  is  specifically  named,  al 
though  also  referred  to  as  "husband"  or  "wife, 
the  testator  would  hardly,  in  so  Important  a 
matter,  be  Justified  in  resting  upon  his  belief 
that  his  gift  had  been  revoked  by  virtue  ot 
the  divorce  proceedings  alone,  when  he  con  Id 
so  easily,  if  he  had  desired,  have  made  change^ 
which,  without  question,  would  set  forth  hU 
Intentions ;  and  the  application  by  the  couri<t 
of  the  doctrine  of  Implied  revocation  would, 
under  such  circumstances,  seem  to  be  un- 
warranted. Rk  Jongs  and  the  similar  earlier 
decisions  (II..  b)  show  that  the  courts  have 
proceeded   upon   the  above   principle. 

But  If  the  legatee  is  not  mentioned  by  name 
In  the  will,  or  even.  If  so  mentioned.  Is  far 
ther  described  as  "widow,"  or  otherwise  re- 
ferred to  in  such  a  way  that  the  status  of 
marriage  Is,  so  far  as  can  be  Judged  from  the 
language  of  the  will  Itself,  intended  to  exist  a!» 
a  condition  of  the  gift,  then  there  Is  a  greater 
possibility  that  the  testator  might  have  omitted 
to  act,  under  the  supposition  that  the  di- 
vorce of  Itself  operated  to  revoke  his  gift : 
and  under  such  circumstances  the  courts  have, 
in  a  few  Instances,  applied  the  doctrine  of  im 
piled  revocation. 

Thus,  a  will  providing  that.  In  case  the  wife 
of  testatrix's  son  should  survive  him,  an  annual 
pa.vment  should  be  made  to  her  during  her 
widowhood,  was  construed  to  mean  tnat  the 
wife  must  occupy  that  status  or  condition  at 
the  time  of  the  son's  death  so  as  to  become 
his  widow.  In  order  to  benefit  nnuer  the 
will ;  and,  therefore,  that  a  decree  of  divorce 
operated  to  defeat  her  rls;ht8  therein.  Bell  v. 
Smalley.  45  N.  J.  Eq.  478,  18  AU.  70. 

The  bequest  of  an  annuity  to  a  wife  by 
name,  **so  long  as  she  should  continue  my 
widow  and  unmarried,"  was  held  to  be  ren- 
dered Inoperative  by  a  decree  subsequently  ob- 
tained by  her  rendering  the  mairlage  null  ab 
initio,  on  the  ground  that  the  status  of  widow 
hood  was  a  condition  of  inception  and  a  measure 
of  the  duration  of  the  gift.  Boddington  v. 
Clalrat,  L.  U.  25  Ch.  Dlv.  685,  following  the 
lower  vQWTt  decision  reported  In  L.  R.  22  Ch. 
Dlv.  597.  48   L.  T.   N.   S.   110. 

But  the  decisions  right  at  this  point  are 
not  harmonious.     Thus,  where  a  will  provided 
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research  shows  no  adjudication  by  the  su- 
preme court  of  this  state  under  the  same 
conditions. 

*' Counsel  for  the  guardian  contend  that, 
owing  to  the  changed  relations  of  the  testa- 
tor after  his  will  was  made^  and  the  decree 
of  divorce  was  entered  against  him,  abso- 
lutely severiijg  and  making  null  and  void 
the  marriage  relationship,  that  the  law  im- 
plies a  revocation  of  his  will  as  to  this  be- 
quest; that  the  presumption  is  that  he 
could  not  have  intended  the  disposition  of 
his  property,  made  before  his  relations  with 
his  then  wife  were  changed,  to  still  con- 
tinue after  the  relations  by  decree  of  abso- 
lute divorce  were  severed;  that  the  bequest 
of  one  third  of  his  estate  was  not  to  Mary 
Brown  Jones  as  nn  individual  only,  but  to 


Mary  Brown  Jones,  his  wife ;  that  the  be- 
quest so  made  to  her  was  by  reason  of  the 
marriage  relation. 

"The  contention  of  counsel  for  the  claim- 
ant is  that^  as  to  the  identification  of  the 
beneficiary,  the  will  speaks  from  its  date 
when  the  claimant  was  testator's  wife; 
that  the  word  'wife*  identifies  the  bene- 
ficiary, but  does  not  imply  any  condition; 
that  the  divorce  did  not  render  the  legacy 
either  void  or  lapsed;  and  that  the  lapse 
of  time  between  the  date  of  divorce  and  tes- 
tator's death — about  twenty  months — with- 
out changing  the  will  is  conclusive  of  his 
fixed  intention  to  confer  upon  her  the  bene- 
fit given  by  the  will.  Implied  revocation  of 
wills  is  an  ingrafted  heritage  from  the  com- 
mon law.     When  the  conditions  after  the 


for  the  payment  of  an  income  to  a  sod,  or,  in 
case  of  his  death  bis  wife  surviving  Iilm,  to 
**the  widow"  of  the  son  so  long  as  she  should 
so  remain,  it  was  held  that  the  words,  "his 
wife"  and  "his  widow"  referred  to  the  woman 
wlio  occupied  tliat  relation  at  the  time  the  will 
was  made,  notwithstanding  they  were  subse- 
quently divorced  and  the  son  married  another, 
who  survived  him.  Davis  v.  Kerr,  3  App.  Dlv. 
322.   38   N.   Y.   Supp.    387. 

Somewhat  similarly,  under  a  will  devising 
property  In  trust  to  a  daughter,  and  after  her 
death  **ln  trust  for  any  husband  with  whom 
she  might  intermarry,  if  he  should  survive  her," 
one  who  had  married  the  daughter,  obtained  a 
divorce  from  her,  and  subsequently  remarried, 
was  held  entitled  to  take  under  the  will,  61nce 
he  fulfilled  all  the  words  of  the  bequest,  there 
being  no  expression  of  any  intention  upon  the 
part  of  the  testator  that  he  ni  ist  be  her  hus- 
band at  the  date  of  death  in  order  to  take 
Bull  more  v.  Wynter,  L,  R.  22  Ch.  Div.  619, 
4.S  Tj.  T.  N.  S.  :1()9.  This  case,  however,  was 
•disapproved  in  Hitchins  v.  Morrleson,  L.  R.  40 
Ch.  Div.  30,  which  held  that,  under  a  will  be- 
queathing a  share  of  testator's  residuary  per- 
sonal estate  in  trust  for  his  son  and  after  hlM 
death  in  trust  to  pay  the  income  thereof  for 
life  to  any  wife  of  the  son,  a  wife  from  whom 
the  son  had  obtained  an  absolute  divorce  cannot 
claim  a  life  interest,  although  the  son  died 
without  having  remarried,  since  the  life  inter 
est  was  to  commence  at  the  death  of  the  son, 
and  she  was  not  at  that  moment  in  the  status 
and   position  of  a  wife. 

b.  When    legatee  is    mentioned   hy   name. 

If,  however,  the  testator,  in  malcing  the  be- 
quest, mentions  by  name  the  husband  or  wife 
who  Is  the  legatee  of  the  gift,  besides  referring 
to  him  or  her  as  "husband"  or  *'wife,"  it; 
seems  justifiable,  from  the  decisions  as  they 
stand,  toj;t»ther  with  Re  Jones,  to  lay  down  as 
a  rule  that,  under  8ucl\  circumstances,  the 
fact  of  a  subsequent  divorce  will  not  affect 
the  legatee's  right  to  benefit  under  the  will, 
since  the  words  "wife"  or  "husband"  will 
be  regarded  as  falsa  tlemonstratio,  and  not 
words  implying  a  condition  that  the  legatee 
I'uisi  occupy  that  relation  in  order  to  receive 
the  gift.  This  conclusion  has  been  reached 
i'l    :i    number   of   decisions. 

'I'liiis.  a  legacy  willed  to  his  wife  by  name* 
(  :    ]..  K.  A. 


by  a  testator,  was  upheld,  although  she  subse- 
quently obtained  a  decree  declaring  the  mar- 
riage null.  This  decision  was  upon  the  ground 
that  the  gift  of  the  legacy  to  her  qua  wife  was 
only  a  falsa  demonstration  the  description  of 
wife  being  merely  to  point  out  the  individual. 
Boddington  v.  Clarlat,  L.  R.  25  Ch.  Div.  685. 
following  the  lower  court  decision  reported  in 
L.   R.   22  Ch.   Div.  597. 

So  where,  by  a  will,  testator  bequeathed  an 
annuity  to  his  son  and  son's  wife  Jointly,  and, 
in  case  his  son  should  die  leaving  "Eliza,  his 
wife,  him  surviving,"  to  her  as  long  as  she 
should  continue  unmarried,  the  fact  that  the 
son  obtained  an  absolute  divorce  from  his 
wife  was  held  not  to  prevent  her  from  re 
celving  the  annuity  bequeathed  in  the  will 
so  long  as  she  remained  unmarried,  since  sile 
was  the  person  clearly  discribed  and  designated 
therein.  Knox  v.  Wells,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  655, 
31  Weelc.  Rep.  550. 

And  where  a  will  provided  for  the  payment  of 
an  income  to  testator's  nephew  by  name,  and 
"Rebecca,  his  wife,"  a  subsequent  divorce  will 
not  operate  so  as  to  effect  the  wife's  right  to 
benefit  under  the  will,  since  she  is  distinctly 
named  therein,  and  the  words  "hts  wife"  are  to 
be  taken  as  mere  words  of  description.  Bul- 
loclc  V.  Zilley,  1  N.  J.  Lq.  489. 

And  so,  a  bequest  of  the  income  of  a  certain 
sum  to  be  paid  to  the  husband  of  the  tes 
tator's  daughter  if  he  should  survive  her,  the 
will  mentioning  him  by  name,  remains  a  valid 
and  subsistent  trust  although  the  husband 
and  wife  were  divorced.  The  court  says:  "We 
may  conjecture,  but  we  cannot  he  certain,  that: 
the  inducing  cause  of  the  provision  for  Thomas 
Waller  was  that  he  was  the  husband  of  the 
testator's  daughter.  The  relationship,  however^ 
could  not  have  been  the  sole  motive,  since  the 
gift  is  to  the  Individual  by  name,  and  not  to 
him  simply  as  husband."  Melion's  Estate,  28 
W.  N.  C.  120. 

And  similarly,  where  a  testator  bequeathed 
money  in  trust  for  his  son,  and,  in  case  of  the 
latter's  death,  that  the  trust  be  continued  for 
the  use  and  benefit  of  the  son's  wife,  naming 
her;  and  where,  during  the  testator's  lifetime, 
the  son  and  wife  were  divorced  upon  the  wife's 
application, — such  divorce  does  not  operate 
to  prevent  her  from  receiving  the  benefit  of 
the  trust  so  provided  for  by  will.  Sharpe's 
Estate,  15  W.  N.  C.  419.  The  fact  that  the 
wife  was  mentioned  in  the  will  by  name,  and 
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making  of  the  will  produce  a  change  in  the 
testator's  previous  obligations  and  duties 
there  may  arise  a  reasonable  presumption  of 
a  change  of  intention  in  his  mind.  4  Kent, 
Com.  54.  The  doctrine  is  stated  and  adopt- 
ed in  Young's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  115,  80  Am. 
Dec.  513,  as  follows:  *If  the  testator's  cir- 
cumstances be  so  altered  that  new  moral 
testamentary  duties  have  accrued  to  him 
subsequently  to  the  date  of  the  will,  such  as 
may  be  presumed  to  produce  a  change  of 
intention,  this  will  amount  to  an  implied 
revocation.  .  .  .  This  principle  gives 
the  fundamental  reason  of  all  the  positive 
rules  of  law  we  have  on  this  subject.  .  .  . 
The  positive  rules  are  given  sometimes  by 
statute  and  sometimes  by  judicial  decision.' 
But  the  fact  in  this  case  involved  an  ante- 
nuptial settlement  and  the  subsequent  birth 
of  issue  after  date  of  the  will.  The  revoca- 
tion of  the  will  under  the  facts  does  not  ap- 
ply here.  Lansing  v.  Haynes,  95  Mich.  16, 
36  Am.  St.  Rep.  545,  64  N.  W.  699,  is  the 
leading  case  apparently  sustaining  the 
guardian's  contention,  and  is  worthy  of  ex- 
tended notice.  The  parties  were  married  in 
1864.  The  wife  obtained  an  absolute  de- 
cree of  divorce  in  1889.  The  husband  died 
in  1891.  They  executed  mutual  wills  in 
1881,  identical  in  language,  each  devising 
all  their  property  to  the  other.  She,  by 
agreement,  became  custodian  of  both  wills 


until  the  divorce,  when  she  destroyed  her>, 
and  she  retained  his,  which  action  was  un- 
known to  him.  In  1889,  pending  the  di- 
vorce suit,  she  and  he  made  a  division  of 
his  property,  he  conveying  to  her  certain 
real  estate,  she  releasing  her  interest  in  the 
remainder  to  him.  At  the  same  time  an 
agreement  was  executed  by  them  in  which 
he  conveyed  to  her  certain  personal  prop- 
erty. She  released  him  from  all  demand  of 
every  sort,  agreeing  to  pay  her  own  ex- 
penses in  the  divorce  proceedings,  it  being 
stated  in  the  above-recited  agreement  that  it 
and  the  deeds  recited  were  intended  as  a 
property  settlement  between  them.  After 
his  death  she  probated  his  will,  and  under 
it  claimed  the  husband's  estate.  Her  claim 
was  denied,  the  court  saying,  inter  alia: 
*The  natural  presumption  arising  from  these 
changed  relations  is  the  reasonable  one,  and 
the  one  which  in  law  implies  a  revocation. 
.  .  .  To  hold  the  will  unrevoked  under 
these  circumstances  would  be  repugnant  to 
that  common  sense  and  reason  upon  which 
law  is  based.'  The  foregoing  is  one  of  the 
few  adjudicated  cases  involving  the  efTects 
of  a  divorce  upon  the  precise  point  at  is- 
sue; but  it  differs  from  this,  that  there  had 
been  a  settlement  of  the  property  rights  of 
the  parties ;  the  court,  after  commenting  on 
the  effect  of  divorce  and  change  of  relation, 
saying:     'It  is  not,  in  my  judgment,  the 


was  the  only  person  answering  to  that  descrip- 
tion at  the  date  of  thednrlll,  was  one  of  the  rea- 
sons which  appealed  to  the  court  in  coming 
to  the  above  conclusion.  It  is  said:  "The 
person  intended  by  testator  was  his  daughter- 
in-law,  Ada,  and  to  add  the  word  'wife' 
was  merely  to  still  more  particularly  identify 
her.  It  was  to  designate  the  person,  and  not 
to  Imply  a  coDdltlon,  viz.,  that  she  must  be 
the  wife  of  the  son  at  the  time  the  bequest  to 
her  took  effect.  She  was  his  wife  at  the  date 
of  the  gift  to  her,  and  that  is  all  that  is  neces- 
sary." 

So,  in  Charlton  v.  Miller,  27  Ohio  St.  298, 
22  Am.  Rep.  307,  on  the  same  day,  but  prior 
to  their  marriage,  the  prospective  husband 
made  a  will  giving  to  his  Intended  wife  by 
name  a  certain  sum.  She  subsequently  aban- 
doned him,  whereupon  he  obtained  a  divorce. 
The  bequest  to  the  wife  was  upheld,  partly 
upon  the  ground  that  it  was  absolute  and  un- 
conditional in  its  terms,  and  was  not  condi- 
tioned upon  her  survivorship  as  his  widow. 

But  if  the  legatee  is  referred  to  as  "widow," 
although  also  by  name,  that  seems  to  be  re- 
garded as  a  designation  by  the  testator  of 
the  status  which  the  legatee  must  occupy 
in  order  to  receive  the  gift.  Thus,  in  one  case 
where  the  bequest  was  to  the  wife  by  name 
"so  long  as  she  shall  continue  my  widow  and 
unmarried,"  a  decree  obtained  by  her  ren- 
dering the  marriage  void  ab  initio  was  held  to 
prevent  her  from  receiving  the  gift  on  the 
f^ro'ind  that  the  status  of  widowhood  was  a 
condition  of  the  Inception  and  measure  of  the 
duration  of  the  gift.  Uoddlngton  v.  Clnrlat, 
L.  R.  25  Ch.  Dlv.  685,  following  the  lower 
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court  decision  reported  in  L.  R.  22  Ch.  Dlv. 
697. 

III.  Bffed   of  lapse  of  time  betfoeen  tfirorvr 
and  testator'9   death. 

The  fact  that,  lifter  the  granting  of  the  di- 
vorce with  the  knowledge  of  the  testator,  be 
had  ample  time  before  his  death  to  change  his 
win  in  regard  to  the  legatee  affected  by  the 
divorce,  is  a  circumstance  which  is  Justly  re- 
garded as  of  great  weight  in  support  of  the 
conclusion  that  he  desired  the  provisions  car- 
ried out  which  were  embodied  in  liia  will  at 
the  time  of  his  death. 

A  husband  bequeathed  to  his  wife  a  speci- 
fied sum  payable  annually  in  lieu  of  dower. 
The  following  year  he  obtained  a  divorce  from 
her,  and  died  five  years  thereafter.  In  hold- 
ing that  the  gift  to  the  wife  was  not  revoked 
by  the  divorce  granted,  the  court  declared  that 
coverture  could  not  be  said  to  have  been  the 
sole  motive  or  inducement  to  the  will,  since, 
after  that  was  taken  away.  It  still  remained 
true  that  the  legatee  had  been  the  testators 
wife,  and  was  the  mother  of  his  children ;  and, 
adding  to  this  the  further  facts  which  existed 
In  the  case,  that  the  testator  was  possessed  of 
a  large  estate,  the  provision  for  the  wife  being 
comparatively  a  mere  pittance,  and  that  he 
lived  nearly  live  years  after  the  divorce,  making 
no  change  In  his  will,  the  conclusion  was  de- 
clared well-nigh  Irresistible  that  he  did  not 
Intend  to  deprive  his  former  wife  of  the  pro- 
vision he  had  made  for  her.  Card  v.  Alexan- 
der, 48  Conn.  402,  40  Am.  Rep.  187. 
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natural  presumption  that,  after  the  testator 
had  settled  with  her,  had  conveyed  to.  her 
a  good  share  of  his  property,  and  they  by 
ap:reeinent  had  terminated  all  their  prop- 
erty as  well  as  their  marital  relations,  the 
will  executed  nearly  ten  years  before  should 
remain  in  force  and  operate  upon  his  death 
as  a  conveyance  of  the  remainder  of  his 
property  to  her  to  the  exclusion  of  his 
heirs.* 

"Our  statutes  provide  for  the  revocation 
of  wills — as  to  real  estate  by  some  other 
will  or  codicil  in  writing,  or  other  writing 
declaring  the  same,  by  burning,  canceling, 
obliterating,  or  destroying  the  same;  as  to 
personal  estate  in  the  same  manner,  except, 
in  addition,  by  a  nuncupative  will,  made 
under  the  same  circumstances,  committed  to 
writing  in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator,  so 
read  to  and  allowed  by  him;  and  by  the 
marriage,  subsequent  to  the  making  of  a 
will,  oi  a  man  leaving  a  widow  and  child  or 
widow  or  child  or  children ;  and  by  the  sub- 
sequent marriage  of  a  single  woman  who 
had  made  her  will.  The  statutes  are  silent 
as  to  the  revocation  of  wills  in  any  other 
manner-  The  language  that  'no  will  shall 
be  revoked/  except  as  therein  provided,  in- 
dicates a  strong  implication  that  any  other 
revocation  is  prohibited.  In  Walker  v. 
Hall,  34  Pa.  483,  the  court,  after  declaring 
the  well -recognized  rules  of  revocation,  con- 


tinues: It  is  clear,  therefore,  that  all  our 
rules  in  such  cases  are  statutory  ones,  estab- 
lished by  the  legislature,  by  which  the  com- 
mon law  has  been  either  repealed  or  altered 
or  enforced  by  positive  legislative  sanction, 
and  therefore  not  open  to  the  doctrine  of  im- 
plied presumption.'  In  Heiae  v.  Heise,  31 
Pa.  246,  is  said:  *Yet,  under  the  13th  sec- 
tion, that  which  was  once  a  perfect  will 
must  ever  remain  such  unless  repealed,  al- 
tered, or  destroyed  in  some  one  of  the  modes 
designated  in  the  act.  Those  modes  are  ex- 
clusive of  all  others.*  So,  also,  Dixon's  Ap- 
peal, 55  Pa.  424.  There  is  no  doubt  that  as 
to  the  beneficiary  intended  this  will  speaks 
from  its  date.  2  Jarman,  Wills,  p.  320; 
Gardner,  Wills,  p.  432;  Anshutz  v.  Miller, 
81  Pa.  212.  This  person  was  Mary  Brown 
Jones.  The  words  'my  wife,*  prefixed  to  the 
name,  do  not  imply  any  condition.  Theo- 
bald, Wills,  p.  210.  Testator  did  not  stipu- 
late that  she  should  continue  to  be  his 
wife  while  he  lived,  and  his  widow  upon  his 
death,  as  a  condition  precedent.  The  name 
will  prevail  if  there  is  a  person  fully  answer- 
ing to  it,  even  though  there  be  a  description 
and  no  one  answers  to  it.  The  mere  fact 
that  a  gift  is  made  to  a  named  legatee  in  a 
certain  character,  as,  for  instance,  to  my 
wife  A,  does  not  avoid  the  legacy,  if  the  leg- 
atee does  not  happen  to  fill  the  character.*^ 
Theobald,    Wills,    p.    214.    In    BuUook   v. 


The  fact  that  the  will  might  easily  have  been 
expressly  revoked,  and  that,  on  the  contrary, 
the  testator  made  no  change  in  it  for  nearly  five 
years  after  he  was  abandoned  by  his  wife  be- 
fore he  obtained  a  divorce  from  her,  and  more 
than  fonr  years  after  the  divorce  before  his 
death,  was  regarded  by  the  court  as  a  strong 
reason  in  support  of  this  conclusion  upholding 
the  bequest  made  in  the  will  to  the  wife  before 
the  divorce  was  granted.  Charlton  v.  Miller, 
27  Ohio  St.  298,  22  Am.  Rep.  807. 

So,  the  fact  that  testator  survived  the  di- 
vorce some  time,  and  died  without  making  any 
alteration  in  his  will,  was  one  of  the  reasons 
which  led  the  court  to  uphold  the  legacy  Id 
Sharpens  Estate.  15  W.  N.  C.  410. 

IV.  Effect  of  property  aettlement. 

A  settlement  of  property  rights,  made  be- 
tween the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  divorce 
proceedlDgs,  Is  a  circumstance  which,  in  one 
instance  at  least,  was  deemed  a  strong  element 
lu  favor  of  the  Implied  revocation  of  the  will. 

Thus,  the  facts  showed  that  a  husband  and 
wife  while  living  together  executed  mutual  wills 
identical  in  language,  he  devising  all  his  prop- 
erty to  ber  and  she  devising  all  her  property 
to  him.  She  took  possession  of  both  wills,  and 
preserved  them  until  a  decree  of  divorce  was 
rendered  in  her  favor,  after  which  she  de- 
stroyed her  will.  At  the  time  of  the  divorce 
proceedings  a  property  settlement  was  had  by 
which  the  husband  conveyed  to  the  wife  per- 
sonalty and  realty,  In  consideration  of  which 
she  released  him  from  all  demands  of  every 
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nature.  In  holding  that  the  husband's  will 
was  revoked  by  implication  of  law  on  account 
of  the  changed  relations  of  the  parties,  the 
court  bases  its  conclusion  largely  upon  the 
ground  that  the  property  settlement  raised  the 
natural  presumption  that  the  husband  Intend- 
ed to  make  no  further  provision  for  his  wife. 
It  is  said  :  "To  hold  the  will  unrevoked  under 
these  circumstances  would  be  repugnant  to 
that  common  sense  and  reason  upon  which  law 
Is  based.  I  do  not  think  the  common  law  Is 
so  unbending  as  to  lead  to  this  result.  .  .  . 
The  natural  presumption  arising  from  these 
changed  relations  is  the  reasonable  one,  and  the 
one  which  In  law  implies  a  revocation.  The 
question  Is  not  to  be  controlled  by  a  possible 
presumption,  but  by  the  reasonable  presumption. 
The  possibility,  therefore,  that  the  deceased 
might  have  desired  that  the  remainder  of  his 
property  should  go  to  his  divorced  wife,  cannot 
be  considered  in  determining  the  question  of 
an  implied  revocation  In  this  case.  Such  dis- 
position of  his  property  would  be  unusual  and 
contrary  to  common  experience."  Lansing  v. 
Haynes.  95  Mich.  16,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  545,  54 
N.  W.  699. 

But  in  Baacke  v.  Baacke,  50  Neb.  18.  60 
N.  W.  303,  the  subsequent  granting  of  a  di- 
vorce to  the  wife  of  a  testator,  and  the  settle- 
ment of  her  property  rights,  it  is  declared,  will 
not  work  a  revocation  of  the  will ;  whether  it 
would  revoke  the  will  as  to  the  wife's  legacy 
Is  expressly  not  determined,  since  the  question 
was  not  at  issue. 

M.  M.  M. 
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Zilleyt  1  N.  J.  Eq.  489,  testator  directed 
Interest  to  be  paid  to  Thomas  Bullock  and 
Rebecca,  his  wife.  They  were  divorced  after 
testator  died.  Held,  the  word  'wife'  was 
descriptive,  designating  the  person,  and 
that  Rebecca  took  under  the  will.  Judge 
Penrose,  in  Mellon' s  Estate,  28  W.  N.  C. 
120:  We  may  conjecture,  but  we  cannot 
be  certain,  that  the  inducing  cause  of  the 
provision  for  this  claimant  was  that  she  was 
testator's  wife.  We  do  know  she  is  the  in- 
dividual in  testator's  mind  when  the  will 
was  executed.  The  case  of  Charlton  v.  Mill- 
er,  27  Ohio  St.  298,  22  Am.  Rep.  307,  arose 
under  the  provisions  of  testator's  will  be- 
queathing to  *my  intended  wife,  Elizabeth 
Jennings,  the  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars, 
to  be  paid  to  her  by  my  executors  one  year 
after  my  decease.*  The  execution  of  the  will 
was  followed  by  the  marriage  of  testator 
with  the  legatee.  Eight  months  thereafter 
she  deserted  him.  Five  years  later  he  ob- 
tained a  divorce  on  the  ground  of  such  de- 
fiertion,  and  he  died  five  years  after  the  di- 
vorce. Held,  in  awarding  the  legacy  to  the 
claimant,  that,  'undoubtedly  the  contemplat- 
ed marriage  of  the  parties  and  a  desire  to 
make  a  provision  for  the  plaintiff  as  his 
wife  were  prompting  causes  of  the  will,  but 
whether  these  were  the  only  motives  .  .  . 
we  cannot  tell.  ...  To  defeat  the  be- 
quest we  must  then  not  only  add  to  the 
will  conditions  that  are  neither  expressed 
nor  necessarily  implied  therein,  but  must 
rebut  the  presumption  against  any  intended 
revocation  of  the  will  arising  from  the  tes- 
tator's acquiescence  therein  for  nearly  five 
years  after  he  was  abandoned  by  his  wife  be-' 
fore  he  obtained  a  divorce.*  In  Sharpens 
Estate,  15  W.  N.  C.  419,  testator  created  a 
trust  for  his  son,  he  to  receive  the  interest 
during  life,  and,  in  case  of  his  death,  for  the 
use  and  bnefit  of  his  wife,  Ada,  and  child, 
or  children,  in  the  same  manner  until  the 
children  attained  lawful  age,  when  the  cor- 
pus was  to  be  divided  equally  between  the 
wife,  Ada,  and  children,  and  in  case  of  no 
8ur\'iving  children  the  half  part  of  the  cor- 
pus to  the  son's  wife,  Ada,  the  other  half  to 
t<»stator's  surviving  children.  The  will  was 
dated  October  5,  1871,  at  which  time  the 
testator  was  living  with  his  son  and  the 
son's  wife,  Ada.  On  October  19,  1872,  in 
the  lifetime  of  the  testator,  upon  the  appli- 
cation of  the  wife,  they  were  divorced  a  vin- 
culo, having  no  children.  The  son  was  re- 
married, and  died  leaving  a  widow,  Emma, 
and  child.  The  divorced  wife,  Ada,  remar- 
ried, and  was  living  with  her  second  hus- 
band at  the  time  of  the  adjudic:ition.  The 
auditing  judge,  TIanna,  P.  J.,  awarded  one 
half  the  corpus  to  the  leg.^^-^e.  Ada,  hold- 
ing that  the  efTeet  of  the  divorce  was  im- 
material, referring  to  Burton  v.  Sturgeon, 
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34  L.  T.  N.  S.  700;  Fitzgerald  v.  Chapman. 
33  L.  T.  N.  S.  587;  Bullmorc  v.  Wynter,  48 
L.  T.  N.  S.  309;  the  court  further  stating 
that,  the  testator  survived  the  divorce  mak- 
ing no  alteration  in  his  will,  that  the  di- 
vorce did  not  convert  the  legacy  into  a 
lapsed  or  void  legacy.  The  court,  by  Judge 
Penrose,  affirmed  the  adjudication  on  an  ad- 
ditional and  different  theory,  but  it  did  not 
disturb  the  conclusions  stated  by  the  audit- 
ing judge.  In  the  recent  case  of  Brotcn  x. 
Ancient  Order  of  U.  W.  208  Pa.  101,  57  AtL 
176,  the  facts,  as  stated  in  the  opinion,  ar<»: 
John  P.  Brown,  in  October,  1877,  became  a 
member  of  a  subordinate  lodge  of  the  An- 
cient Order  of  United  Workmen,  and  had  a 
benefit  certificate  insuring  his  life  in  the 
sum  of  $2,000,  payable  at  his  death  to  Mat- 
tie  Brown,  his  wife.  In  1893  she  obtained 
an  absolute  divorce  from  him,  and  in  the 
same  year  he  married  Annie  Z.  Whaley.  He 
died  December  22,  1901,  leaving  to  survive 
his  widow,  Annie  Z.  Brown,  with  one  child : 
three  children  of  his  first  wife,  Mattie 
Brown,  the  beneficiary,  who  also  survived, 
and  who  had  possession  of  the  benefit  cer- 
tificate. No  change  was  made  in  the  bene- 
ficiary. The  decedent  had  contributed 
toward  the  support  of  his  divorced  wife  and 
her  children  until  his  death.  The  judgment 
in  favor  of  the  divorced  wife,  the  beneficiarr 
named,  was  sustained.  True,  the  facts  are 
somewhat  different,  and  the  adjudication  of 
the  rights  of  the  parties  in  passing  upon  the 
charter  and  laws  of  this  beneficial  organiza- 
tion are  not  similar  to  the  questions  raised 
under  this  will;  still  this  similarity  does 
exist:  At  the  time  she  was  made  benefici- 
ary she  was  his  wife.  She  was  within  the 
class  recognized  by  the  laws  of  the  society. 
At  the  time  of  his  death  she  was  not  his 
wife.  The  divorce  severed  their  relations. 
Bro'wn  could  have  changed  his  beneficiary. 
That  he  did  not  had  its  weight  in  the  deci- 
sion of  the  court,  Mr.  Justice  Mestrezat 
saying:  'It  is  manifest  .  .  .  that  John 
P.  Brow^n  intended  that  his  first  wife  should 
continue  to  be  the  beneficiary  .  .  . 
after  they  had  been  separated  by  the  di- 
vorce proceedings.  .  .  .  The  divorce  was 
granted  eight  years  before  his  death.  Yet 
he  allowed  these  years  to  go  by  without  a 
surrender  of  the  policy  and  a  change  of  the 
beneficiary,  or  without  disclosing  any  desire 
to  make  such  change.  .  .  .  Under  the 
circumstances  it  is  evident  that  he  never  in- 
tended or  desired  to  exercise  his  power  of 
appointment,  and  thereby  deprive  his  first 
wife  of  the  benefit  of  the  policy  issued  by 
the  defendant  company.* 

"The  contention  that  the  divorce  abso- 
lutely severed  the  marriage  relations  is  cor- 
rect. If  this  claim  were  baaed  on  that  rela- 
tion alone,  it  would  be  summarily  dismissed. 
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But   it   arises    from    an    entirely  different 
cause.     Its  basis  is  the  deliberate,  mature 
act  of  the  testator,  made  when  the  end  of 
the   marriage  relation  had  begun;    an  act 
that    he    continued    to    ratify    during    the 
months  that  the  divorce  proceedings  were 
pending,  in  every  step  of  which  he  had  no- 
tict»,    which    act   he   continually   reaffirmed 
during  the  long  period  after  the  divorce, 
ending  only  with  his  death.     It  does  not  fol- 
low that,  because  the  divorce  made   these 
]>arties  as  strangers  to  each  other,  so  far  as 
their   marital   rights   were  concerned,  that 
tlierefore    the    testator's   deliberate    act    in 
making  his  devise,  which  did  not  necessa- 
rily depend  on  the  marriage  relation,  a  void 
or   lapsed  devise.    The   facts   here   do   not 
bring  this  case  within  the  rule  that  the  law 
works  a  revocation  where  the  changed  rela- 
tions raise  a  reasonable  presumption  of  a 
change  of  intention  in  the  testator's  mind. 
To  strike  down  his  expressed  intention,  and 
substitute   therefor   a   presumption   of   his 
change  of  intention,  would  lead  to  a  result 
unwarranted  in  principle  or  precedent.  Why 
the  testator  did  not  alter  his  will  cannot  be 
known.  He  had  almost  two  years  in  which 
to  change  it.     Although  divorced,  the  devi- 
see was  not  a  stranger  to  him  or  to  his 
blood.     She  was  the  mother    of    his    only 
child.     Both    remained    unmarried  to  his 
death.    Her  subsequent  marriage  did  not,  so 
far  as  the  record  shows,  enter  into  any  con- 
sideration, and  is  immaterial.    There  was  no 
change  or  alteration  in  his  estate  when  the 
will  took  effect.     The  principal  object  of  his 
bounty,  his  only  son,  who  takes  the  remain- 
der   (by   far  the  greater  portion)    of   his 
estate,  still  continued  as  the  chief  object  of 
care.     His  will,  made  after  the  separation, 
taking  effect  at  his  death,  is  presumptive 
legal  evidence  that  he  was  satisfied,  and  so 
intended   the   disposition  of   his   property. 
He  could,  after  the  divorce,  have  made  a 
new  will  with  the  sama  devise  to  the  same 
person  or  any  other  devise  to  any  other  per- 
son :  that  he  did  not  do  so  is  persuasive  that 
he  intended  the  devise  to  Mary  Brown  Jones, 
his  former  wife,  the   mother  of  the  child 
bom  to  them  both,  to  remain  in  effect.    In 
Schouler  on  Wills,  §  427,  it  is  said:     'In 
short,   revocation   of   a    particular   will   by 
mere   inference  of  law   or  presumption   is 
limited  to  a  very  few  instances  in  our  mod- 
em practice;    while,    on    the    other    hand, 
chnnfres  in  the  condition  of  the  testator's 
affairs  or  through    the    mortal    chances  to 
which  both  he  and  his  beneficiaries  are  ex- 
posed may  work  out  a  very  different  settle- 
ment and  distribution  of  his  estate  after  his 
death  from  what  the  will  purported  to  ar- 
range.   Modern  legislation  itself  repudiates 
in    England   and   many   of   our   states   the 
whole  theory  of  a  presumed  intention   to 
60  T..  R.  A.  * 


revoke  On  the  ground  of  an  alteration  in 
circumstanee.s,  and  what  is  left  of  that  the- 
ory aside  from  such  statutes  it  would  be 
very  difficult  to  say.'  To  hold,  imder  the 
facts  in  this  case,  that  the  divorce  revoked 
this  bequest,  would  not  be  in  accordance 
with  statutory  regulation,  and  would  be  ex- 
tending the  doctrine  of  an  implied  revoca- 
tion beyond  any  authoritative  adjudication, 
and  would  be  contrary  to  the  express  and 
implied  intention  of  the  testator." 

Exceptions  to  this  ruling  were  dismissed 
by  the  Orphans'  Court,  Hawkins,  P.  J.,  fil- 
ing the  following  dissenting  opinion  : 

"If  Mr.  Jones  had  died  intestate,  it  must 
be  conceded  that  this  claimant  would  have 
had  no  standing  here.  Her  right  to  claim 
in  distribution  would  have  depended  on  the 
continuance  of  the  marital  relation,  and  that 
had  been  terminated  by  her  act  as  complete- 
ly as  though  she  had  died  before  Mr.  Jones. 
The  law  gave  her  the  option  of  qualified  or 
absolute  divorce,  and,  having  chosen  the  lat- 
ter, she  would  voluntarily  have  relinquished 
her  whole  interest  in  his  estate.  The  stat- 
ute of  divorce  prescribes  that,  upon  the  dis- 
solution of  marriage,  'all  and  every  the  du- 
ties, rights,  and  claims  accruing  to  either 
of  the  parties  at  any  time  theretofore  in 
pursuance  of  said  marriage  shall  cease  and 
determine,'  and  to  this  extent  is  part  of  the 
law  of  distribution.  And  why  not  apply 
this  broad  principle  to  wills?  Because,  says 
counsel,  there  can  be  no  implied  revocation 
without  statutory  prescription ;  and  divorce 
is  not  prescribed.  But  it  is  fully  established 
that  change  of  circumstances  raises  a  pre- 
sumption of  change  of  intention,  and  works 
a  revocation  of  a  will ;  and  this  presumption 
is  said  to  be  so  strong  that  it  may  not  be 
rebutted  by  parol  evidence,  on  the  ground 
that  this  would  be  productive  of  the  evils 
which  were  intended  to  be  averted  by  the 
statute  of  fraud.  Marshall  v.  Marshall,  11 
Pa.  430.  There  are  subordinate  reasons 
everywhere,  said  the  court  in  Young's  Ap- 
peal, 39  Pa.  115,  80  Am.  Dec.  513,  varying 
the  rule  according  to  the  laws  of  descent. 
The  positive  rules  are  given  sometimes  by 
statute  and  sometimes  by  judicial  decision; 
and  the  most  positive  of  them  are  sometimes 
changed  merely  incidentally  by  a  change  in 
the  laws  of  descent.  For  the  law  does  not 
do  or  require  vain  things.  It  has  according- 
ly been  held  again  and  again  that  testator's 
sale  of  a  thing  specifically  given  is  an  im- 
plied revocation  pro  tanto,  notwithstanding 
the  absence  of  statutory  prescription.  1 
Wms.  Exrs.  242.  So,  it  was  held  in  Carey's 
Appeal,  75  Pa.  201,  that  revocation  may  be 
implied  from  change  of  domicil.  No  one 
can  doubt  that  refusal  to  accept  a  leijacy 
\v\\\  work  revocation  pro  tanto.  Re  Bryce, 
194  Pa,  135,  44  Atl.  1076.     And  so  in  Lee's 
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Nstate,  207  Pa.  218,  56  Ail.  425,  it  was  held 
that  a  decree  of  divorce  implied  the  revoca- 
tion of  a  coverture  trust  upon  the  ground 
that  *the  law  has  severed  the  matrimonial 
bond  as  effectually  as  death  could  have 
done/  If  this  claimant  had  died  before  Mr. 
Jones,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  the  gift 
mi!st  have  failed,  for  she  would  not  have 
been  within  the  statute  of  lapse;  and  di- 
vorce is  the  equivalent  of  death.  If  divorce 
be  the  equivalent  of  death  in  such  will 
{Flory  v.  Becker,  2  Pa.  St.  470,  45  Am.  Dec. 
610).  it  must  be  bo  in  every  will  in  which 
ninrital  riarhts  are  involved.  Implied  revo- 
cations, said  Chancellor  Kent  (4  Com.  521), 
'aru  founded  upon  the  reasonable  presump- 
tion of  an  alteration  of  the  testator's. mind 
arising  from  circumstances  since  the  making 
of  the  will,  producing  a  change  in  his  previ- 
ous obligations  and  duties.  .  .  There 
is  not,  perhaps,  any  code  of  civilized  juris- 
prudence in  which  this  doctrine  of  implied 
revocation  does  not  exist,  and  apply  when 
the  occurrence  of  new  social  relations  and 
moral  duties  raises  a  necessary  presumption 
of  a  change  of  intention  in  the  testator.'  It 
is  immaterial,  said  the  court  in  Young^s  Ap- 
peal, 39  Pa.  115,  80  Am.  Dec.  513,  whether 
this  principle  of  the  common  law  *was  de- 
rived from  the  Roman  law  or  from  our  hu- 
man instincts  of  justice ;  certainly  it  is  now 
a  legitimate  element  of  our  common  law, 
and  we  would  not  have  received  it  but  for 
those  instincts.  The  Romans  received  it  be- 
fore us  because  they  were  before  us,  and  be- 
cause they,  too,  were  human.*  It  seems 
clear,  therefore,  that  there  may  be  implied 
revocation  of  wills  outside  of  statutory  pre- 
scription. 

"The  pivotal  question,  then,  is  whether  or 
not  the  change  of  conditions  since  the  mak- 
ing of  this  will  produced  such  a  change  in 
testator's  previous  moral  obligations  and 
duties  as  raises  a  reasonable  presumption 
of  alteration  of  his  mind,  and  implies  revo- 
cation of  the  bequest  which  he  had  made  to 
his  wife?  If  the  gift  was  made  because  of 
the  existence  of  the  marital  relation,  di- 
vorce would  certainly  take  away  the  reason 
for  it;  and  without  the  reason  which  in- 
spired, the  legatee  could  have  no  equity  to 
claim  it.  It  is  immaterial  whether  her  hus- 
band made  a  will  or  not;  for,  her  applica- 
tion having  been  a  voluntary  and  absolute 
renunciation  of  *all  and  every  the  duties, 
rights,  and  claims  accruing  ...  in  pur- 
suance of  the  marriage/  she  took  the  risk, 
and  should  abide  the  consequence.  It  is 
safe  to  assume  that  the  gift  would  not  have 
l)een  made  if  the  beneficiary  had  not  stood 
in  the  relation  of  wife.  It  may  be  that  Mr. 
Jones's  misconduct  was  so  gross  as  to  justi- 
fy his  wife  leaving  him,  and  that  under  the 
Hpur  of  remorse  he  made  the  will  as  a  peace 
(if)  L.  R.  A. 


offering.  But  it  would  be  asking  too  much 
of  human  nature  to  expect  the  husband  to 
make  such  a  gift  in  anticipation  of  his  wifeV 
application  for  divorce  and  remarriage.  'The 
natural  presumption  arising  from  the^ 
changed  relations,'  said  the  court  in  Lan- 
sing V.  HayneSy  95  Mich.  16,  35  Am.  St.  Rep. 
545,  54  N.  W.  609,  *is  the  reasonable  one, 
and  the  one  which  in  law  implies  a  revoca- 
tion. The  question  is  not  to  be  controlled 
by  a  possible  presumption,  but  by  the  rea- 
sonable presumption.  The  possibility,  there- 
fore, that  the  deceased  might  have  desired 
that  the  remainder  of  his  property  should 
go  to  his  divorced  wife,  cannot  be  considered 
in  determining  the  question  of  an  implied 
revocation  in  this  case.  Such  disposition  of 
his  property  would  be  unusual,  and  contrary 
to  common  experience,'  and  the  grounds  of 
divorce  may  be  such  as  to  make  her  claim 
'repugnant  to  that  common  sense  and  rea- 
son upon  which  the  law  is  based.' 

"There  is  obviously  an  essential  difference 
between  a  gift  to  *my  wife,  Mary  Brown 
Jones,*  and  a  gift  to  'Mary  Brown  Jones,* 
without  more.  Irrespective  of  technical 
rules,  no  one  would  hesitate  to  infer  that  the 
first  was  descriptive  of  the  marital  relation, 
and  imported  on  its  face  that  the  gift  was 
made  because  of  that  relation :  and  that  the 
latter  was  descriptive  of  the  individual,  and 
imported  an  absolute  gift.  The  difference  of 
description  would  imply  difference  in  pur- 
pose. So  there  is  a  material  difference  be- 
tween a  gift  to  a  testator's  wife  and  a  gift 
to  the  wife  of  another  in  this :  That  the  for- 
mer necessarily  implies  recognition  of  a 
marital  duty,  and  is  therefore  dependent  on 
its  continued  existence;  while  the  latter  im- 
plies no  more  than  a  purpose  of  identifica- 
tion of  the  object  of  bounty.  The  question 
in  this  case  is  not  who  was  intended  to  take, 
— for  Mr.  Jones  cannot  be  supposed  to  have 
had  in  contemplation  a  future  wife, — but 
the  character  in  which  this  legatee  was  in- 
tended to  take,  whether  because  of  her  mari- 
tal relation  to  testator  or  simply  as  an  in- 
dividual. If  given  because  of  the  marital 
relation,  as  the  description  imports,  she  can 
take  it  in  no  other  character  than  as  widow. 
It  is  suggested  that  to  produce  this  effect 
an  express  condition  of  continuance  of  the 
marriage  relation  must  have  been  attached 
to  the  gift :  but  there  is  no  apparent  reason 
why  an  implied  condition  should  not  be  just 
as  effective;  and  tHe  form  of  this  gift  im- 
plies continuance.  Not  only  does  the  de- 
scription of  the  legatee  import  on  its  face 
a  conditional  gift,  but  the  quantity  of  the 
gift  implies  that  testator  had  in  view  the 
intestate  law,  and  therefore  marital  right,, 
as  the  reason.  There  is  a  well-settled  prin- 
ciple that  a  widow  will  be  presumed  to  take 
under  the  intestate  law\rather  than  under 
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her  husband's  will,  where  her  interest  is  the 
same  in  either  event.  Davison's  Appealj  05 
Pa.  394.  The  statute  furnishes  the  gen- 
eral rule  of  distribution,  and  the  will  is 
simply  declarative,  and  therefore  no  elec- 
tion is  necessary;  and,  conversely,  the  tes- 
tator must  be  presumed  to  have  given  in  the 
Kame  right  in  which  this  interest  is  taken 
by  his  widow,  and  therefore  because  of  re- 
lationship to  his  widow  as  such.  While  it 
is  said  that  this  estate  consisted  in  part  of 
realty,  the  natural  inference  is  that  the  gift 
of  *one  third'  of  the  estate,  which  consisted 
largely  of  personalty,  was  suggested  by  the 
intestate  law,  and  that  consequently  Mr. 
Jones  had  in  view  his  wife's  marital  right 
under  that  law  as  distinguished  from  her  in- 
dividual right.  It  was  also  upon  this  prin- 
ciple of  implied  conformity  to  the  intestate 
law  that  bequests  to  a  mother  and  her  chil- 
dren gave  the  mother  but  a  life  estate 
{Hague  v.  Hague,  161  Pa.  643,  41  Am.  St. 
Rep.  900,  29  Atl.  261)  ;  and  a  legacy  by  a 
father  to  a  child  is  understood  as  a  portion, 
because  it  is  a  provision  by  a  parent  for  his 
child  {Miner  v.  Atherton,  35  Pa.  528).  And 
it  is  upon  a  similar  principle  that  a  legacy 
is  considered  to  have  been  given  in  satisfac- 
tion of  a  debt,  rather  than  as  an  independ- 
ent gift,  where  there  is  identity  in  amount. 
An  intent  to  give  because  of  the  marital  re- 
lation is  therefore  apparent. 

''What  Mr.  Jones  did  or  failed  to  do  after 
the  divorce  was  granted  has  nothing  to  do 
with  the  question  involved  here.  If  the  di- 
vorce worked  a  revocation,  it  could  not  be 
republished  in  any  manner  other  than  that 
prescribed  by  the  statute  of  wills.  Many 
wills  have  been  revoked  pro  tanto  by  impli- 
cation— as,  for  example,  in  case  of  ademp- 
tion— ^without  a  suggestion  that  testator 
was  required  to  make  it  effectual  by  a  writ- 
ten modification  of  his  will.  The  case  of 
Broion  v.  Ancient  Order  of  U.  W.  208  Pa. 
101,  57  Atl.  176,  is  clearly  distinguishable 
from  this  in  that  it  was  ba-sed  upon  a  con- 
tract whose  terms  made  change  of  benefici- 
ar\'  dependent  on  the  act  of  the  assured. 
Why  Mr,  Jones  did  not  do  what  he  was  not 
required  to  do,  the  evidence  fails  to  show. 
He  may  not  have  been  in  a  condition  after 
the  divorce  to  have  taken  action,  or  he  may 
have  been  advised  or  thought  it  unnecos- 
»«rv;  but,  in  any  event,  he  owed  no  duty  to 
this  claimant.  It  may  be  conceded  that 
there  are  English  cases  inconsistent  with 
this  view, — some  of  them  arising  on  mar- 
riage articles,  and  some  on  wills:  but  the 
cases  even  there  were  not  harmonious.  Vice 
Chancellor  Malins  said  of  Boreham  v.  Rig- 
nail,  8  Hare,  131,  the  leading  case,  that  the 
cdiirt  evidently  thou«rht,  from  the  peculiar 
lancriiajre  used,  that  there  was  an  intention 
to  benefit  the  particular  wife  of  his  nephew, 
69  L.  R.  A. 


then  living,  and  that  the  court  might  well 
have  come  to  a  different  conclusion.  In 
Qarratt  v.  Niblock,  1  Russ.  k  M.  629,  it  was 
held  that  by  the  expression  *my  beloved 
wife'  testator  must  have  meant  a  particu- 
lar wife;  and  so  in  Re  Bryony  2  Sim.  N.  S! 
103,  the  language  of  the  gift  was  held  to 
point  out  a  particular  husband.  Re  Lyne, 
L.  R.  8  Eq.  65.  On  the  other  hand,  where 
there  was  a  devise  to  testator's  nephew  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  the  nephew's  wife  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  children  of  his  neph- 
ew by  said  wife,  it  was  held  to  extend  to  the 
nephew's  second  wife.  Peppin  v.  Bickford,  3 
Ves.  Jr.  670.  In  a  somewhat  similar  case 
Vice  Chancellor  Malins  reached  the  same 
conclusion.  Attention  is  called  to  the  fact 
that  Sir  George  Jassel,  master  of  the  rolls 
in  a  subsequent  case  disapproved  of  this  de- 
cision ;  but  he  was  noted  for  his  disregard  of 
precedent,  and  his  dictum  might  not  stand 
against  the  ruling  of  a  court  of  superior 
jurisdiction.  Two  cases  were  also  cited  on 
behalf  of  claimant  from  supreme  court  r^ 
ports  in  this  country  against  implied  revo- 
cation by  divorce:  but  an  examination  of 
these  cases  will  show  that  they  are  not  ap- 
plicable here.  In  the  first  {Bullock  v.  Zil- 
ley,  I  N.  J.  Eq.  489)  the  bequest  was  not 
to  the  testator's  wife,  but  to  his  son, 
Thomas  Bullock,  and  Rebecca,  his  wife,' 
and  the  decision  was  rested  upon  four 
grounds  suggested  by  the  peculiar  language 
of  the  will  as  showing  testamentary  intent 
to  make  an  absolute  gift.  No  authorities 
were  cited.  In  the  other  case  (Charlton  v. 
Miller,  27  Ohio  St.  298,  22  Am.  Rep.  307) 
the  bequest  was  made  in  contemplation  of 
marriage,  and  the  court  very  properly  held 
that  it  did  not  depend  on  marriage,  and 
could  not,  therefore,  be  lost  by  divorce. 
Even  those  cases  which  deny  implied  revoca- 
tion by  divorce  concede  that  a  slight  indica- 
tion of  a  different  intent  will  prevail,  and 
are  therefore  distinguishable  from  the  pres- 
ent ease  on  this  ground.  On  the  other  hand, 
the  case  of  Lansing  v.  Haynes,  95  Mich.  16, 
35  Am.  St.  Rep.  545,  54  N.  W.  699,  cited  for 
the  estate,  is  a  strong  authority  in  support 
of  the  doctrine  of  implied  revocation  by  di- 
vorce. Mr.  Lansing  and  wife  executed  mu- 
tual wills  of  their  respective  estates,  and 
w^ere  afterward  divorced.  Pending  the  suit 
in  divorce  they  entered  into  an  agreement  of 
division  and  release  of  their  property,  but 
no  reference  was  made  therein  to  their 
wills:  and  on  Mr.  Lansing's  death  an  issue 
was  raised  of  implied  revocation  on  Mrs. 
Lansing's  presentation  of  the  will.  In  a 
very  able  opinion  by  Mr.  Justice  Grant  the 
court  held  that,  because  of  the  absence  of 
any  reference  to  the  will,  the  agreement  did 
not  amount  to  an  express  revocation  under 
their  statute,  but  that  an  implied  relocation. 
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arose  from  tlie  divorce.  *By  the  decree  of 
divorce  in  this  case,'  said  the  court,  'the 
parties  became  strangers  to  each  other, 
and  neither  owed  to  the  other  any  obliga- 
tion or  duty  thereafter,  l^ere  was  there- 
fore a  complete  change  in  these  relations;' 
and  the  case  fell  within  the  principle  laid 
down  by  Chancellor  Kent,  as  above  quoted. 
No  Pennsylvania  supreme  court  decision  has 
been  found  in  conflict  with  this  view.  The 
case  of  Brown  v.  Ancient  Order  of  U.  W. 
208  Pa.  101,  57  Atl.  176,  cited  on  behalf  of 
claimant,  is,  as  already  suggested,  distin- 
guishable from  this  by  the  fact  that  the 
right  of  the  beneficiary  had  been  fixed  by 
contract,  subject  to  a  new  designation  on  the 
part  of  the  assured,  which  was  never  made, 
whereas  revocation  here  arose  by  implica- 
tion of  law,  and  there  was  no  republication 
an  prescribed  by  statute.  The  case  may, 
tlierefore,  to  use  the  language  of  the  court 
in  Lansing  y.  Haynea,  95  Mich.  16,  35  Am. 
St.  Rep.  545,  54  N.  W.  699,  be  decided  on 
the  'common  senee  and  reascMi  upon  which 
the  law  is  based.' 

"None  of  the  judges  who  deny  implied 
revocation  by  divorce  attempts  to  reconcile 
his  position  with  the  common-law  doctrine 
of  implied  revocation  of  will  from  change  of 
circumstances,  and  logically  they  are  irrec- 
oncilable, for  there  can  be  no  change  of  cir- 
cumstance more  radical  than  that  produced 
by  divorce.  If  ademption  will  imply  revo- 
cation, much  more  should  this.  A  husband, 
as  sucli,  may  show  the  greatest  generosity 
in  testamentary  disposition ;  but  it  is  not  in 
'nniinn  nnture  to  give  to  her  who  has  held 
his  domestic  faults  up  to  public  gaze  as  a 
means  of  dissolving  ninrriage.  Who  would 
for  a  moment  believe  that,  if  Mr.  Jones  were 
living  to-day,  he  would  give  Mrs.  Speer  'one 
third'  of  his  estate?  To  ask  is  to  answer 
the  question.  Independance,  of  the  personal 
question,  consideration  for  his  son's  in- 
terest would  have  a  deterrent  effect.  The 
divorce  caused  such  change  in  circumstances 
that  his  son  became  presumptively  the  sole 
object  of  testamentary  obligation.  And,  on 
the  other  hand,  it  is  impossible  to  under- 
stand how,  in  view  of  Mrs.  Speer's  renun- 
ciation, she  can  consistently  claim  what, 
without  the  existence  of  the  marital  rela- 
tion, would  never  have  been  given.  She  has 
no  equity  to  recognition. 

"For  these  reasons  I  would  disallow  this 
claim." 

Mcfisrs.  "Watson  ft  Freeman,  George 
G.  Wilson,  and  'William  D.  Evans,  for 

appellant : 

There  is  no  difference  in  principle  whether 
the  marriage  is  destroyed  by  death  or  by 
the  sentence  of  the  law. 

I'lory  V.  Bed  cry  2  Pa.  St  470,  45  Am. 
09  L.  K.  A. 


Dec,  610;  Lec'«  Esiair,  207  Pa.  218.  .>(i  Atl. 
426;    Miltimore  v.   Miltimore,  40   Pa.    ir>«. 

Thti  language  of  the  will  itself,  and  the 
drcumstanoes  surrounding  the  testator 
when  the  will  was  made,  show  that  the  tes- 
tator intended  this  gift  to  his  wife  in  her 
character  or  relationship  as  such,  and  not 
otherwise. 

A  legatee  must  answer  the  description  and 
character  contained  in  the  will. 

2  Wms.  Exra.   •1089. 

The  will  speaks  from  the  death  of  the 
testator. 

Act  June  4,  1879,  P.  L.  88,  S  1;  2  Wma. 
Exrs.  *1089;  Anshute  y.  UiUer,  81  Pa. 
212;  Bell  v.  Smalley,  45  N.  J.  Eq.  478,  18 
Atl.  70;  Hitehins  v.  Morrieaony  L.  R.  40  Ch. 
Div.  30;  Seibert's  Appeal,  18  W.  N.  C.  276, 
6  Atl.  106. 

The  bequest  to  Mary  Brown  Jones  has 
been  revoked  by  implication  by  reason  of  the 
changed  relations  produced  bj  her  obtain- 
ing a  divorce  from  the  testator  since  the 
making  of  the  will. 

Lansing  v.  Haynes,  95  Mich.  16,  35  Am. 
St.  Rep.  645,  64  N.  W.  699. 

Messrs.  Seymonr,  Pattorson,  ft  8ie- 
beneok,  for  appellee: 

After  final  separation,  a  husband  made 
bequest  to  "my  wife  Mary."  Afterward 
they  were  divorced.  He  survived  the  decree 
by  twenty  months,  but  made  no  change  in 
the  will.  These  facts  indicate  that  he  in- 
tended the  will  to  stand. 

Irish  Y.  Smith,  8  Serg.  ft  R.  580,  II  Am. 
Dec.  648;  Broicn  v.  Ancient  Order  of  U.  W. 
208  Pa,  101,57  Atl.176;  Padelfard^s  Estate, 
190  Pa.  48,  42  Atl.  381 ;  Charlton  v.  Miller, 
27  Ohio  St.  298,  22  Am.  Rep.  307. 

The  word  "wife,"  standing  before  the  word 
"Mary,"  is  intended  to  identify  her  from 
other  **Mary  Joneses,"  and  not  to  imply  a 
condition  that  she  muet  remain  his  wife. 

Williams  v.  Neff,  52  Pa.  336;  Hardy  ▼. 
Smith,  136  Mass.  328;  Anshutz  t.  Miller,  81 
Pa.  212;  Morse  v.  Mason,  11  Allen.  36: 
Schult  v.  Moll,  132  N.  Y.  122,  43  N.  Y.  S.  R. 
484,  30  N.  E.  377 ;  Bullock  v.  Zilley,  1  N.  J. 
Kq.  489;  Johnson  v.  Johnson,  1  Tenn.  Ch- 
021. 

The  term  "wife"  relates  to  the  wife  at 
the  date  of  the  will. 

Oarratt  v.  Xihlack,  1  Russ.  ft  M.  629:  2 
Jarmaa,  Wills,  1870  ed.  ♦380;  Re  Bryan,  2 
Sim.  N.  S.  103;  Franks  v.  Brooker,  27 
heav.  635;  Bullock  v.  Bennett,  7  De.  G.  M. 
&  G.  283 :  Violet  t  v.  Brookman,  26  L.  J.  Ch. 
N.  S.  308;  Anshuts  v.  Miller,  81  Pa.  212: 
Fitzgerald  v.  Chapman,  33  L.  T.  N.  S.  r.<i7. 
Bahcock  v.  Smith,  22  Pick.  61;  BuUmore  v. 
Wyntcr,  48  L.  T.  N.  S.  309;  Mellon  s 
Estate,  28  W.  N.  C.  120;  Sharpens  Estate, 
15  W.  N.  C.  419. 

The  divorce  did  not  aitect  the  gift. 
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Charlton  v.  Miller,  27  Ohio  St.  298,  22 
Am.  Hap.  307;  Brown  v.  Ancient  Order  of 
U.  W,  208  Pa.  101,  67  Atl.  176;  Fitzgerald 
V.  Chaptnan,  33  L.  T.  N.  S.  587 ;  Bahcock  v. 
Smith,  22  Pick.  61;  Bullmore  v.  Wynter,  48 
L.  T.  N.  S.  ;100;  Mellon's  Estate,  28  W.  N. 
C.  120;  Sharpie  Estate,  15  W.  N.  C.  419; 
(Una  V.  Alexander,  48  Conn.  492,  40  Am. 
Rop.  187;  Boddington  v.  Clairat,  48  L  .T. 
N.  S.  110;  McKnight  v.  i?c«d,  1  Wliart. 
222;  Dilley  v.  Mattheics,  8  L.  T.  N.  S. 
762;    Steele  v.  Thompson,  14  Serg.  &  R.  88. 

To  raise  implied  revocation,  new  moral 
duties  must  accrue  after  date  of  will, — 
only  such  being  n^arriage  and  birth  of  issue. 

Young^s  Appeal,  39  Pa.  115,  80  Am.  Dec. 
513;  Marston  v.  Roe,  8  Ad.  &  El.  14;  4 
Kent,  Ckym.  521. 

The  statute  limits  such  revocation  to 
either  marriage  or  birth  of  issue  pro  tanto, 
and  excludes  any  other  change. 

Coat €8  V.  Hughes,  3  Binney,  498;  Clin- 
gan  v.  Mitoheltree,  31  Pa.  33;  Heise  v. 
Heise,  31  Pa,  246 ;  Walker  v.  Hall,  34  Pa. 
483;  Dixon's  Appeal,  65  Pa.  424;  McCul- 
loch's  Appeal,  113  Pa.  247,  6  Atl.  253. 

The  word  "wife**  merely  identifies  the 
beneficiary  with  particularity,  and  does  not 
implv  anv  condition. 

Theobald,  Wills,  1881,  2d  ed.  p.  210; 
Htanden  v.  Standen,  2  Ves.  Jr.  589;  Re 
Blackman,  16  Beav.  377 ;  Doe  ex  dem.  Gains 
V.  Rouse,  5  G.  B.  422;  Re  Ingle,  L.  R.  11 
Eq.  678;  Re  PetU,  2,1  Beav.  576;  Giles  v. 
Giles,  1  Keen,  685;  Boreham  v.  Bignall,  8 
Hare,  13) ;  Re  Burrow,  10  L.  T.  N.  S.  184; 
Re  Cahn,  3  Redf.  31;  Rishton  v.  Cohh,  9 
Sim.  615;  Morse  ▼.  Mason,  11  Allen,  36; 
Hardy  v.  Smith,  136  Mass.  328 ;  Johnson  v. 
fohvson,  1  Tenn.  Ch.  621 ;  Schult  v.  Moll, 
132  N.  Y.  122,  43  N.  Y.  S.  R.  484,  30  N.  E. 
377;  Bullock  v.  Zilley,  1  N.  J.  Eq.  489; 
Williams  v.  Neff,  52  Pa.  326;  Bain  v 
Leseher,  11  Sim.  397. 

Potter,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: 

The  questions  presented  by  this  appeal, 
stated  by  the  appellant,  are:  (1)  Does  a 
legacy  in  these  words:  "one  third  to  my 
wife,  Mary.  Brown  Jones,*'  lapse  when  the 
wife,  subsequent  to  the  date  of  the  will,  at 
her  own  instance,  obtains  a  divorce  a  vin- 
culo matrimoniif  (2)  Is  a  bequest  "to  my 
wife,  Mary  Brown  Jones,*'  revoked  by  im- 
plication by  reason  of  absolute  divorce? 
We  take  up  those  questions  in  order. 

What  is  there  in  the  facts  of  this  case  to 
support  the  claim  that  the  legacy  has 
lapsed?  The  person  named  as  legatee  did 
not  di«  in  the  lifetime  of  the  testator,  nor 
did  any  other  event  occur  in  the  lifetime  of 
the  to*»tator,  which,  under  the  language  of 
the  will,  would  render  the  testamentary  gift 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


inoperative.  The  donee  survived  the  testa- 
tor, and  is  alive,  and  has  both  capacity  and 
willingness  to  take  under  the  will.  But  it 
is  suggested  in  the  argument  that,  while  not 
physically  dead,  the  donee,  by  her  own  act 
in  obtaining  the  decree  of  divorce,  ended  the 
marital  relation  as  absolutely  as  death 
would  have  done.  This  conseqUence  did  fol- 
low the  divorce,  in  so  far  aa  the  duties, 
rights,  and  claims  accruing  to  her  by  rea- 
son- of  the  marriage  are  concerned.  With 
respect  to  the  determination  of  these  rights, 
and  these  alone,  is  divorce  the  equivalent  of 
death.  The  decree  in  divorce  took  away 
only  what  the  law  gave  to  her  when  the  mar- 
riage was  contracted.  This  was  the  right 
to  support,  and  to  dower  in  his  estate  if  she 
survived  him.  After  the  entry  of  the  de- 
cree the  testator  was  no  longer  bound  to 
provide  for  her,  and  she  had  no  further 
claim  upon  his  estate.  What  the  law  gave, 
it  took  away ;  nothing  more.  The  beneficiary 
is  not  here  claiming  anything  which  accrued 
to  her  in  pursuance  of  her  marriage.  She 
is  here  only  as  a  legatee,  and  is  asking  for 
that  only  which  the  testator  gave  to  her  of 
his  free  grace,  and  as  a  matter  of  bounty. 
That  which  he  gave  to  her  in  his  will  was 
his  own  to  give  or  to  withhold,  as  he  saw 
fit.  A  bequest  needs  no  consideration  to 
support  it.  As  a  legatee  she  stands  upon 
the  same  footing  as  any  other  individual, 
and  her  relation  to  the  testator  has  nothing 
to  do  with  the  ease,  unless  he  chose  to  make 
it  an  clement  in  the  bestowal  of  the  gift. 
Did  he  do  so?  The  provision  in  the  will  is 
as  follows:  "T  direct  that  my  funeral  ex- 
penses and  all  debts  he  promptly  paid,  and 
that  my  estate  be  divided  as  follows:  One 
third  to  my  wife,  Mary  Brown  Jones,  and 
the  balance  to  my  son,  Thomas  MiflSin 
Jones.**  The  will  was  dated  April  24,  1899, 
and  Mary  Brown  Jones  was  then  the  wife 
of  the  testator.  On  February  6,  1900,  the 
said  Mary  Brown  Jones  began  proceedings 
in  divorce,  and  the  decree  was  granted  to  her 
on  September  19,  1900.  Thomas  M.  Jones. 
Jr.,  the  testator,  lived  about  one  year  and 
eight  months  after  the  divorce  was  grant- 
ed, and  died  on  May  17,  1902.  Mary  Brown 
Jones  did  not  remarry  during  the  lifetime  of 
the  said  Thomas  M.  Jones,  Jr.,  but  she  did" 
marry  about  six  months  after  his  death.  It 
will  be  noticed  that  the  gift  was  to  "my 
wife,  Mary  Brown  Jone.^,*'  without  any  con- 
ditions or  limitations.  The  testator  gives 
the  one  third  of  his  estate  to  a  particular 
person,  naming  her,  and  further  identify- 
ing her  by  the  statement  that  she  is  his 
wife.  That  is  in  substance  what  he  says. 
He  make  no  stipulation  that  she  shall  re- 
main his  wife,  or  be  such  at  the  tinn*  of 
his  death.  We  are  clear  that  such  use  of 
the   word  "wife"  as   is  here   made,   is  do- 
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scriptive  only,  and  does  not  imply  any  con- 
tinuing condition. 

"The  mere  fact  that  a  gift  is  made  to  a 
named  legatee  in  a  certain  character — as, 
for  instance,  to  my  wife,  A — does  not  avoid 
the  legacy  if  the  legatee  does  not  happen  to 
fill  the  character."  Theobald,  Wills,  5th  ed. 
p.  247.  In  Ifullock  v.  Zilley,  1  N.  J.  Eq. 
489,  the  words  "his  wife,"  as  applied  to  com- 
plainant, were  held  to  be  mere  words  of  de- 
scription of  the  individual,  and  not  as  de- 
fining the  capacity  in  which  she  was  to  bene- 
fit. In  Mellon*8  Estate,  28  W.  N.  C.  120, 
where  the  beneficiary  was  named  as  "T.  W., 
the  husband  of  my  said  daughter,"  the  word 
"husband"  was  held  to  be  a  description  of 
the  person,  and  not  of  the  character  in 
which  he  was  to  take.  The  reasoning  of 
Judge  Penrose  fits  accurately  this  case.  He 
said:  "We  may  conjecture,  but  we  cannot 
be  certain,  that  the  inducing  cause  of  the 
provision  for  Thomas  Waller  was  that  he 
was  the  husband  of  the  testator's  daughter. 
The  relationship,  however,  could  not  have 
been  the  sole  motive,  since  the  gift  is  to  the 
individual  by  name,  and  not  to  him  simply 
as  husband;  nor  is  there,  as  in  Bell  v. 
Smalley,  4o  N.  J.  Eq.  478,  18  Atl.  70,  the 
evidence  of  intention  afforded  by  a  restric- 
tion of  the  bounty  to  the  time  during  which 
the  beneficiary  remains  unmarried.  We 
have  no  right  to  say,  therefore,  that  the 
gift  was  subject  to  the  condition  that  the 
donee  should  at  the  time  it  took  effect,  be 
the  husband  of  the  daughter."  In  BroiDn 
V.  Ancient  Order  of  U.  W.  208  Pa.  101,  67 
Atl.  176,  where  a  certificate  was  payable  at 
the  death  of  John  Brown  to  his  wife,  Mat- 
tie  Brown,  we  held  that  it  was  for  the  in- 
dividual, Mattie  Brown,  without  regard  to 
the  fact  of  her  continuing  to  be  the  wife  of 
the  member,  and  subscquont  divorce  did  not 
forfeit  her  right.  The  husband  there  had 
the  power  to  change  the  beneficiary  at  any 
time,  and  we  held  that  the  fact  that  he  did 
not  do  so  during  a  period  of  eight  years  be- 
tween the  divorce  and  his  death  made  evi- 
dent his  intention  not  to  deprive  his  first 
wife  of  the  benefit  of  the  policy.  "Where  a 
man  retains  a  revocable  instrument  with 
full  opportunity  of  revoking  it,  and  does  not 
-  'ovoko  it.  there  is  a  strong  presumption  that 
he  wishes  it  to  stand."  Tilghman,  Ch.  F., 
in  Irish  v.  Smith,  8  Serg.  &  R.  573,  II  /  |ii. 
Dec.  048. 

We  are  clear  that  the  will  indicates  that 
the  testator  intended  the  gift  for  the  in- 
dividual, Mary  Brown  Jones,  who  was  at 
that  time  his  wife,  and  identified  by  him 
as  such.  We  think  the  bequest  is  unrestrict- 
ed, and  that  the  words  "my  wife"  are,  as  we 
said  above,  only  descriptive,  and  do  not  im- 
port a  condition  that  the  bonoficiarv  shall 
remain  his  wife.  Nor  do  we  doubt  that,  as 
69  L.  R.  A. 


to  the  object  of  Jbe  Uigacy,  the  will  speaks 
from  its  date.  Anshutz  v.  Miller,  81  Pa. 
212.  "Prima  facie  a  gift  to  the  wife  of  4-. 
who  had  a  wife  living  at  the  date  of  the 
will,  goes  to  that  wife,  and  no  other.  .  .  . 
If  there  is  anything  on  the  face  of  the  will 
to  show  that  an  existing  person  is  referred 
to,  the  case  is  clear."     Theobald,  Wills,  249. 

Nor  is  there  anything  in  the  act  of  June 
4,  1879  (P.  L.  88),  to  the  contrary.  Under 
the  requirements  of  tliat  act  it  is  "with  ref- 
erence to  any  real  or  personal  estate  em- 
braced in  it"  that  every  will  shall  speak  as 
of  the  testator's  death.  In  Robeno  v.  Mar- 
latt,  136  Pa.  35,  20  Atl.  613,  the  court  below 
said,  on  page  37:  *It  is  claimed,  however, 
that  the  act  of  June  4,  1879,  bars  their 
[after-born  children]  right.  This  act  has  re- 
ceived judicial  construction,  the  results  of 
which  are  that  as  to  the  condition  of  the 
donees  the  will  speaks  as  of  the  date;  as  to 
the  subjects  of  the  testamentary  disposi- 
tion, the  will  is  construed  as  of  the  death; 
as  to  the  objects, — that  is,  the  persons  who 
are  to  take  under  it, — and  their  condition, 
the  will  speaks  as  of  its  date;  as  to  the  testa- 
tor's condition,  it  is  to  be  considered  as  of 
its  date.  The  act  is  restricted  in  its  effect 
to  the  real  and  personal  property  passing 
under  it."  And  this  statement  was  affirmed 
by  this  court. 

But,  turning  to  the  second  question  pre- 
sented here,  it  is  elaborately  argued  that,  ab 
matter  of  law,  the  bequest  to  Mary  Brown 
Jones  was  impliedly  revoked  by  reason  of 
the  divorce.  No  authority  has  been  cited  in 
support  of  the  proposition  that  divorce  in 
itself  is  sufiicicnt  to  work  a  revocation  of  a 
will,  and  we  are  not  aware  that  any  exists. 
The  only  case  which  has  been  cited  by  coun- 
sel as  sustaining  this  position  is  Lansing  v. 
Haynes,  95  Mich.  16,  35  Am.  St.  Rep.  545, 
54  N.  W.  699.  But  examination  shows  that 
the  Michigan  statute  allows  the  court  to  de- 
termine whether  the  subsequent  changes  in 
the  condition  or  circumstances  of  the  testa- 
tor are  sufficient  to  work  an  implied  revoca- 
tion of  the  will.  And  the  decision  in  that 
case  rested  also  upon  the  fact  that  pending 
the  divorce  proceeding  there  was  a  settle- 
ment of  the  property  rights  of  .the  parties. 
A  division  of  the  real  estate  was  made,  each 
deeding  to  the  other.  An  agreement  was 
also  made  by  which  the  husband  conveyed 
to  the  wufe  certain  personal  property,  and 
she  agreed  to  release  him  from  all  demands 
of  every  kind  or  nature.  The  agreement 
stated  that  it  and  the  deeds  executed  by 
them  were  intended  as  a  property  settlement 
between  them.  This  was  a  practical  satis- 
faction of  the  bequest,  and  amounted  to  an 
ademption.  As  we  read  this  decision,  it 
was  controlled  by  the  fact  of  the  settlement 
of  property  rights  between  the  parties,  and 
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not  by  the  divorce  itself.  At  common  law 
the  doctrine  of  implied  revocation  of  a  will 
from  change  of  circumstances  did  not  include 
■divorce.  In  fact,  the  instances  were  few  un- 
der the  common  law  in  which  an  alteration 
of  circumstances  was  held  sufficient  to  jus- 
tify an  implied  revocation.  Both  at  common 
law  and  under  the  statutes  of  most  of  the 
states,  it  is  only  certain  definite  changes  in 
the  condition  or  family  relations  of  the  tes- 
tator which  impliedly  revoke  a  will  exe- 
cuted before  such  changes.  The  great  weight 
of  authority  is  that  no  changes  beyond  the 
few  which  have  been  many  times  specifically 
enumerated  and  recognized  as  sufficient  for 
the  purpose  can  have  this  effect.  Page, 
Wills,  §  280.  A  will  may  be  so  easily  re- 
voked by  the  testator  in  his  lifetime  that  the 
■courts  have  been  slow  in  permitting  changes 
in  circumstances  to  do  by  implication  what 
the  testator  may  so  readily  do  for  himself. 
In  Wogan  v.  Small,  11  Serg.  &  R.  141,  Tilgh- 
man,  Ch.  J.,  said:  "There  is  one  case,  and 
only  one,  in  which  it  has  hitherto  been 
thought  proper  to  decide  that  the  revoca- 
tion of  a  will  might  be  implied  from  an  al- 
teration of  circumstances,  and  that  is, 
where  the  testator  married  and  had  a  child 
subsequently  to  the  making  of  his  will;  but 
both  circumstances  must  concur.  .  .  . 
Tlie  danger  of  this  principle  of  implied  rev- 
ocation is  very  great,  and  that  is  the  rea- 
son why,  although  very  strong  cases  of  hard- 
ship have  occurred,  the  judges  have  never 
ventured  to  advance  beyond  that  one  step 
which  they  have  taken.  We  have  the  less 
reason  to  resort  to  implied  revocations  as 
our  legislation  have  provided  for  the  case 
of  subsequent  marriage  or  children  by  the 
act  of  April  19,  1794  [3  Smith's  Laws,  p. 
1431.  •  •  •  Once  establish  the  judicial 
habit  of  examining  the  situation  of  a  man's 
fortune  or  family  and  revoking  his  will  be- 
cause he  has  made  an  absurd  or  an  inhu- 
man disposition  of  his  property,  or  because 
we  may  suppose  he  wae  ignorant  of  the  state 
of  his  affairs  or  of  the  law,  and  no  man's 
will  is  safe."  These  words  were  weighty 
then;  they  should  be  equally  so  now. 

The  opening  sentences  in  Marshall  v.  Mar- 
shall^ 11  Pa.  430,  are  obiter  dicta,  for  there 
was  no  occasion  in  that  case  to  consider  the 
question  of  what  was  sufficient  to  justify 
an  implied  revocation  of  a  will.  That  sub- 
ject was  not  before  the  court.  The  testator 
in  that  case,  after  devising  one  tract  of 
land  to  one  son  and  another  tract  of  land 
to  another  son,  subsequently  sold  the  first 
tract.  It  was  urged  that  this  would  work  a 
revocation  of  the  whole  will.  But  the  court 
decided  that  the  sale  affected  only  the  de- 
vise of  the  tract  in  question,  and  the  resi- 
due of  the  will  remained  in  full  force.  It 
was  a  ease  of  ademption,  which  applies  only 
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to  the  subject-matter  of  testamentary  dispo- 
sition. When  the  subject-matter  bequeatlied 
is  sold,  or  disposed  of,  it  is  thereby  com- 
pletelj'  extinguished,  and  nothing  remains  to 
which  the  words  of  the  will  can  apply.  The 
principle  of  ademption  is  entirely  distinct 
from  that  of  an  implied  revocation  of  the 
terms  of  the  will.  Ademption  has  to  do 
with  the  subject-matter  of  the  bequests, 
while  the  doctrine  of  implied  revocation  is 
founded  upon  a  presumed  neglect  of  duty 
upon  the  part  of  the  testator,  or  upon  a 
change  in  his  familly  relations.  Ademption 
involves  action  upon  the  part  of  the  testator 
the  doing  of  some  act  with  regard  to  the 
subject-matter  which  interferes  with  the  op- 
eration of  the  words  of  the  will.  That  is,  he 
anticipates  the  gift  there  made  by  bestowing 
it  during  his  lifetime  upon  the  legatee,  or 
disposes  of  the  subject-matter  in  some  way 
which  puts  it  out  of  the  question  to  follow 
his  directions  as  set  forth  in  the  will.  Noth- 
ing of  that  kind  has  been  done  in  the  pres- 
ent case.  The  testator  has  not  interfered 
with  his  estate  in  any  way  inconsistent  with 
the  terms  of  his  will. 

The  statutory  rules  in  Pennsylvania  as  to 
the  revocation  of  wills  are  reviewed  by 
Read,  J.,  in  Walker  v.  Hall,  34  Pa.  483,  and 
on  page  487  he  says:  "We  have  in  reality 
substituted  for  the  common-law  rule  one  of 
our  own,  depending  entirely  upon  our  stat- 
utory enactments;"  and  he  concludes  with 
the  statement  that  our  rules  are  not  open 
to  the  doctrine  of  implied  presumption.  In 
Young's  Appeal,  39  Pa.  115,  80  Am.  Dec. 
513,  the  court  held  that  the  testamentary 
paper  was  executed  under  a  special  power, 
and  not  under  the  statute  of  wills.  What- 
ever is  there  said  as  to  a  change  in  cir- 
cumstances which  create  new  moral  duties 
amounting  to  implied  revocation  is  obiter 
dicta  in  so  far  as  it  goes  beyond  the  condi- 
tions enumerated  in  the  statutory  enact- 
ments. The  decision  was  that  the  will  was 
revoked  by  the  birth  of  a  son  to  testatrix 
after  the  making  of  the  will.  While  it  was 
the  disposition  of  an  equitable  estate,  yet 
it  followed  the  principle  of  the  statute. 

We  are  by  no  means  singular  in  holding 
to  the  doctrine  that  the  changed  condition 
of  the  testator  must  be  within  the  condi- 
tions named  in  the  statutes,  fpr  this  view 
prevails  largely  in  other  states.  For  instance, 
in  Re  Comassi,  107  Cal.  1,  28  L.  ft.  A.  414, 
40  Pac.  15,  it  is  said:  "In  order  to  deter- 
mine whether  a  will  has  been  properly  exe- 
cuted or  revoked,  or  whether,  after  its  exe- 
cution, there  has  been  such  a  change  in  the 
status  or  personal  relations  of  the  testator 
as  in  law  will  effect  its  revocation,  we  have 
only  to  determine  whether,  in  the  one  case, 
there  has  been  a  compliance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  statute,  or,  in  the  other 
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case,  Avhether  the  changed  condition  of  the 
testator  is  within  the  condition  named  in 
the  statute.  .  .  .  [Cites  Code,]  The  ef- 
fect of  these  provisions  is  to  do  away  with 
the  doctrine  of  implied  revocation,  which 
was  for  so  many  years  a  subject  of  contro- 
versy in  the  English  courts,  and  which  in 
many  of  the  states  of  this  country  is  still 
permitted  under  a  clause  in  their  statutes, 
authorizing  a  revocation  to  be  implied  by 
law  for  subsequent  changes  in  the  condition 
.  .  .  of  the  testator.'  "  And  in  Davis  t. 
Fogle,  124  Ind.  41,  7  L.  R.  A.  485,  23  N.  E. 
860:  "It  is  manifestly  true  no  act,  thing, 
or  deed  will  revoke  a  will  once  duly  execu- 
ted, unless  it  comes  within  the  provisions 
of  the  statute  providing  for  the  revocation 
of  wills."  In  Noyes  v.  Southicorth,  55 
Mich.  173,  54  Am.  Rep.  359,  20  N.  W.  891, 
the  court  says;  "There  is  no  sound  reason 
that  we  can  perceive  why,  in  the  absence 
of  statutes,  implied  revocations  should  be 
extended.  "And  in  Schouler  on  Wills,  $  427, 
it  is  said:  "In  short,  revocation  of  a  par- 
ticular will  by  mere  inference  of  law  or  pre- 
sumption is  limited  to  a  very  few  instances 
in    our    modern    practice.     .     .  Modern 

legislation  itself  repudiates  in  England  and 
some  of  our  states  the  whole  theory  of  a 
presumed  intention  to  revoke  on  the  ground 
of  an  alteration  in  circumstances,  and 
what  is  left  of  that  theory  aside  from  such 
statutes  it  would  be  very  difficult  to  say." 
A  case  much  like  the  present  is  Card  v. 
Alexander,  48  Conn.  492,  40  Am.  Rep.  187. 
There  the  bequest  was  to  "my  wife  Amelia." 
A  year  and  a  half  after  the  execution  of 
the  will  the  testator  obtained  a  divorce  from 
his  wife  for  her  misconduct,  and  four  years 
afterwards  died,  without  changing  his  will. 
It  was  held  that  the  bequest  was  not  to  be 
regarded  as  conditioned  upon  the  wife  con- 
tinuing to  be  such  until  his  death,  and  that 
the  divorce  did  not,  as  matter  of  law,  im- 
pliedly revoke  the  will.  The  circumstances 
of  the  divorce  in  that  case  spoke  more 
strongly  against  the  claimant  than  here. 
In  the  present  case  it  was  the  misconduct 
of  the  testator  which  caused  the  divorce. 

We  can  see  nothing  in  the  facts  of  this 
case  which  would  justify  any  extension  of 
the  doctrine  of  implied  revocation.  The  rea- 
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son  which  lies  behind  the  doctrine  as  de- 
fined both  in  the  common  law  and  by  the 
statutes  is  that  some  obvious  injustice  may 
be  prevented;  that  some  moral  duty,  which 
has  been  overlooked,  it  is  presumed,  by  the 
testator,  may  be  discharged.  What  would 
be  the  result  of  holding  in  this  case  that  the 
change  in  circumstances  worked  a  revoca- 
tion? Only  this:  the  whole  estate  of  t^^ta- 
tor  would  go  to  his  son,  to  the  entire  exclu- 
sion therefrom  of  his  former  wife  and  the 
mother  of  his  child.  Can  it  be  said  that  the 
obtaining  by  the  wife  of  a  divorce  by  reason 
of  the  misconduct  of  the  testator  entailed 
upon  him  any  moral  duty  to  destroy  the 
provision  which  he  had  made  in  his  will  for 
the  woman  who  was  for  years  his  faithful 
wife,  in  order  to  pile  up  far  more  than  a 
competency  for  their  child?  The  only  infer- 
ence which  can  be  drawn  from  the  record  in 
this  case  is  that  the  testator,  and  he  alone, 
was  responsible  for  the  rupture  of  the  mari- 
tal ties.  It  may  well  be,  then,  that  by  the 
provision  in  his  will  he  intended  to  make 
some  reparation  for  the  sorrow  and  distreits 
he  brought  upon  his  wife.  To  impute  *to 
him  such  intention  would  be  more  kind  than 
to  presume,  as  is  urged  in  the  argument. 
that  he  was  filled  with  resentment,  and  be- 
came possessed  by  an  ignoble  purpose  which 
he  failed  to  carry  out.  He  must  have  known 
that  he  could  change  or  destroy  his  will  at 
any  time;  yet  he  did  not  do  so.  We  agree 
with  the  conclusions  reached  and  stated  by 
the  auditing  judge  in  his  careful  and  able 
opinion,  that  "to  hold  under  the  facts  in 
this  case  that  the  divorce  -  revoked  this  be- 
quest would  not  be  in  accordance  with  statu- 
tory regulations,  and  would  be  extending 
the  doctrine  of  an  implied  revocation  be- 
yond any  authoritative  adjudication,  and 
would  be  contrary  to  the  express  and  im- 
plied intention  of  the  testator." 

The  specifications  of  error  are  overruled. 
The  decree  of  the  orphans'  court  is  affirmed 
and  this  appeal  is  dismissed,  at  the  cost  of 
the  appellant. 

Mitchell,  Ch.  J.,  dissenting: 

I  would  reverse  this  judgment  for  the  rea- 
sons so  ably  set  forth  in  the  opinioxi  of 
Judge  Hawkins. 
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Ellen  DOYLE 

V. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  ANDIS  et  al,  Appts. 
(.. .  .Iowa. ...) 

1.    A    fee    Mitnpio    Im    veKted    In    the    flmt 

taker  under  the  rule  in  Shelley'*  Caa€  by  a 
coDTeyance  to  one  "during  his  natural   life, 
a"d  then  to  his  heirs." 
8.  The  rule  In  Shelley's  Case  !•  part  of 
the  I'ouiiuon  la^*  of  lovra. 

{Bhervin,  Ch.  J.,  and  Weaver,  J.,  diaaent.) 
(January  20,  1005.) 

APPEAL  by  defendants  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Tama  County 
in  plaintiff's  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
quiet  title  to  certain  real  estate.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs,  Willett  ft  WUlett  and  Marsh 
ft  Gooky  for  appellants: 

The  same  rule  of  construction  and  inter- 
pretation of  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case 
should  be  applied  to  deeds  of  conveyances 
of  real  estate  that  is  now  applied  to  ques- 
tions arising  under  the  construction  and  in- 
terpretation of  wills,  by  this  court;  and  the 
rule  is  not  "applicable  to  the  habits  and  con- 
ditions of  our  society,  and  in  harmony  with 
the  genius,  spirit,  and  objects  of  our  in- 
stitutions." 

All  that  is  necessary  to  get  without  the 
rule,  and  convey  to  children  or  kinsmen,  is 
to  add  to  words  applicable  to  those  persons, 
who,  in  the  natural  course  of  events,  will 
become  heirs,  a  designation  broader  or  nar- 
rower than  express  an  estate  tail  or  in  fee, 
say  children,  sons,  etc. 

Andrew,  Am.  Law,  pp.  1013,  1014;  4 
Kent  Com.  218. 

The  rule  in  "Shelley's  Case"  has  never 
been  in  force  in  Iowa. 

Hill  V.  Smith,  Morris  (Iowa)  79;  Wag- 
ner V.  Bissell.  3  Iowa,  409;  Pearson  v.  In- 
ternational Distillery,  72  Iowa,  367,  34  N. 
W.  1. 

Messrs.  Strnble  ft  Stiger,  for  appellee: 

The  words  used  make  a  case  which  comen 
within  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case. 

Pierson  v.  Lane,  60  Iowa,  61,  14  N.  W. 
90;  4  Kent,  Com.  225. 

The  rule  is  in  force  in  this  state. 


Note. — For  other  cases  in  this  series  as  to 
the  rule  In  SIicl ley's  Case,  see  Fowler  v.  Biacic, 
11  L.  It.  A.  670.  and  note;  Vanollndor  v.  ('ar- 
fionter.  2  li.  11.  A.  4.'i."i.  and  natf ;  Re  Browninj?, 
3  L.  U.  A.  209:  Starnes  v.  Hill.  22  L.  R.  A. 
r.ns:  Mdlhlnny  v.  McIIhinny,  24  L.  R.  A.  489; 
Oralnper  v.  Grainger,  30  L.  R.  A.  186;  Wool 
T.  Klfptwood.  67  L.  R.  A.  444,  and  Brown  v. 
Brown,  07  L.  R.  A.  629. 
i»:i  I-.  JC.  A. 


The  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  a  part  of  the 
common  law,  and,  as  part  of  the  common 
law,  is  in  force  in  every  st^ite  in  which  the 
common  law  has  been  adopted. 

Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  p.  425;  2  Waahb. 
Real  Prop.  pp.  596-607;  Trumbull  v.  Trum- 
bull, 149  Mass.  200,  4  L.  R.  A.  117,  21  N. 
E.  366;  Polk  v.  Paris,  9  Yerg.  209,  30  A-ni. 
Dec.  407. 

The  laws  of  this  state  back  to  the  begin- 
ning of  the  territory  recognize  and  asanmo 
that  the  common  law  is  in  force. in  this 
state. 

O'Ferrall  v.  Simplot,  4  Iowa,  399;  Baker 
v.  Scott,  62  111.  86;  Polk  v.  Paris,  9  Yerg. 
209,  30  Am.  Dec.  400;  2  Bl.  Com.  114. 

The  feudal  system  was  one  which  favored 
entailments  and  suspensions  of  the  right  of 
alienation.  Its  effect  was  the  perpetual 
holding  by  certain  families  of  the  landed 
estates. 

ITiis  attempt  of  the  common  people  and 
the  law  makers  was  bitterly  opposed  by  the 
nobles  who  succeeded  in  having  passed  the 
law  known  as  "the  statute  de  donis  con- 
ditionalibus,"  13  Edw.  1.  chap.  1. 

This  was  a  law  by  which,  when  an  estate 
was  granted  to  a  man  and  to  certain  heirs, 
the  estate  became  vested  in  the  heirs  and  the 
ffrnntoe  could  not  alienate  it. 

Later  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  came  in 
vogue,  and  superseded  the  statute  de  donis 
conditionalibus,  and  removed  the  restraint 
placed  upon  the  grantee  by  casting  on  him 
the'  entire  estate  when  property  was  grant- 
ed to  him  and  his  heirs. 

The  statute  de  donis  conditionalibus  is 
not  in  force  in  Iowa  as  part  of  the  common 
law. 

Pierson  v.  Lane,  60  Iowa,  60,  14  N.  W.  90. 

Since  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Ca^e  stands  in 
contradistinction  to  the  statute  de  donis 
conditionalibus  by  force  of  sound  logic,  the 
rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  in  harmony  with 
the  spirit  of  our  institutions,  and  applicable 
to  the  habits  and  conditions  of  our  society. 

Baker  v.  Scott,  62  III.  96. 

The  rule  is  based  upon  public  policy  and 
commercial  convenience,  sufficiently  broad 
and  deep  to  cause  it  to  survive,  for  a  period 
of  five  hundred  years,  the  rage  of  legialativo 
innovation  and  all  the  changes  and  fluctua- 
tions of  the  most  eventful  era  of  the  world, 
and  still  to  challenge  the  willing  obedience 
and  enlightened  support  of  the  most  learned 
and  able  minds  of  Great  Britain  and  the 
United  States.  It  is  a  rule  or  canon  of 
property  which,  so  far  from  being  at  war 
with  the  genius  of  our  institutions  or  witli 
the  liberal  and  commercial  spirit  of  the  age. 
which,  alike,  abhor  the  locking  up  and  the 
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rendering  inalienable  real  estate  and  oiher 
property,  seems  to  be  in  perfect  harmony 
with  both. 

Polk  V,  FaHa,  9  Yerg.  209,  30  Am.  Dec. 
401);  Weticott  v.  Binford,  104  Iowa,  651, 
65  Am.  St.  Rep.  530,  74  N.  W.  18. 

Unless  t)ie  rule  has  been  abrogated  by 
statute,  it  must  be  in  force  as  a  part  of  the 
common  law.  It  has  too  long  received  the 
recognition  of  the  courts  of  England  and  of 
this  country  to  be  disregarded. 

Briftlain  v.  Wilson,  63  111.  175;  Tiedeman, 
Real  Prop.  425;  2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  p.  596. 

The  rule  is  one  of  property,  and  not  of 
construction. 

Mcllhinny  v.  Mcllhinny,  137  Ind.  411,  24 
L.  R.  A.  489,  45  Am.  St.  Rep.  192,  37  N. 
E.  147;  Fowler  v.  Black,  136  III.  303,  11 
L.  R  A.  670,  26  N.  E.  596;  Baker  v.  Scott, 
62  111.  87. 

The  law  has  attached  to  the  words  a  fixed 
and  definite  meaning;  and,  when  a  grantor 
uses  words  to  which  the  law  has  attached 
a  particular  meaning,  he  is  conclusively  pre- 
sumed to  have  used  those  words  with  in- 
tent to  give  them  their  legal  effect. 

Trutnhull  v.  Trumbull,  149  Mass.  202,  4 
L.  R.  A.  117,  21  N.  E.  366;  Leathers  v. 
Gray,  96  N.  C.  548,  2  S.  E.  455;  Hileman  v. 
Boualaugh,   13   Pa.   344.  53   Am.  Dec.   474. 

If  once  it  is  conceded  that  the  word  was 
used  in  its  strict  legal  sense,  nothing  can 
avert  the  operation  of  the  rule. 

Allen  V.  Craft,  109  Ind.  476,  58  Am.  Rep. 
425,  9  JSr.  E.  919;  Sykes  v.  People,  127  111. 
117.  2  L.  R.  A.  461,  19  N,  E.  705. 

I<add,  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court : 

In  the  year  1862  Robert  P.  Andis  con- 
veyed the  land  in  controversy  to  Samuel  S. 
Andis  "during  his  natural  life  and  then  to 
his  heirs."  Subsequently  the  grantee  named 
transferred  the  land  by  warranty  deed  to 
another,  under  whom  the  plaintiff,  through 
mesne  conveyances,  holds  title.  Samuel  S. 
Andis  died  in  1899  and  the  defendants  are 
his  heirs  at  law.  To  the  petition,  stating 
the  foregoing  facts  and  asking  that  title  be 
quieted  in  plaintiff,  a  general  demurrer  was 
interposed,  and  submitted  to  the  court  on 
the  theory  that,  while  the  language  of  the 
deed  to  Samuel  S.  Andis  brings  it  within 
the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case,  that  rule  does 
not  obtain  in  this  state.     It  was  overruled. 

Many  definitions  of  that  rule  have  been 
given.  That  adopted  by  Chancellor  Kent  is 
generally  regarded  as  both  accurate  and 
comprehensive:  "When  a  person  takes  an 
estate  of  freehold,  legally  or  equitably,  un- 
der a  deed,  will,  or  other  writing,  and  in  the 
same  instrument  there  is  a  limitation  by 
way  of  remainder,  either  with  or  without 
the  interposition  of  another  estate,  of  an  in- ' 
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terest  of  the  same  legal  or  equitable  quality, 
to  his  heirs  or  heirs  of  his  body,  as  a  class 
of  persons,  to  take  in  succession,  from  gen- 
eration to  generation,  the  limitation  to  tho 
heirs  entitles  the  ancestor  to  the  whole  es- 
tate." Preston,  Estates,  263.  Analyzing 
this  definition  somewhat,  it  appears  that  ( 1 1 
there  must  be  an  estate  of'  freehold  in  the 
first  taker;  (2)  the  estate  in  fr^hold  and 
in  remainder  must  be  created  by  the  same 
instrument;  (3)  these  estates  must  be  of 
the  same  nature,  both  legal  or  both  equi- 
table; (4)  the  word  "heirs,"  or  other  words 
equivalent  in  meaning,  is  essential  to  the 
limitation  over  in  order  to  create  an  estaU* 
in  fee  simple;  and  (5)  the  limitation  must 
be  to  the  heirs  of  him  who  first  takes  the 
freehold.  The  estate  for  life,  created  in  the 
firrtt  donee,  must  be  limited  precisely  as  it 
would  descend  at  law,  in  order  to  vest  the 
fee.  Little  difficulty  has  been  experienced 
in  fietermining  the  sufficiency  of  the  estate 
of  the  ancestor.  It  may  be  for  the  life  of 
the  devisee  or  grantee,  or  of  another  person, 
or  for  the  joint  lives  of  several  persons,  and 
may  be  absolute  or  determinable  on  contin- 
gency, and  may  arise  by  express  devise  or 
necessary  implication  of  law.  2  J&rman, 
Wills,  1181. 

Ihe  trouble  has  arisen  in  ascertaining 
whether  the  words  employed  in  the  instru- 
ment in  disposing  of  the  remainder  are 
words  of  limitation  (that  is,  measuring  the 
duration  and  defining  the  extent  of  the  es- 
tate of  the  taker  of  the  freehold),  or  words 
of  purchase  (that  is,  pointing  out  and  desig- 
nating the  objects  of  the  conveyance  or  gift 
of  the  remainder  to  whom  it  passes  directly 
from  the  grantor  or  devisor).  Mr.  Hays, 
in  his  famous  essay  on  the  "Construction  of 
Limitations  to  Heirs,"  adds  another  divi- 
sion, that  of  words  descriptive  of  individ- 
uals, and  then  explains  the  three;  "First, 
as  words  of  limitation,  their  office  is  to 
measure  the  duration  and  mark  out  the  dev- 
olution of  the  ancestor's  estate.  Thus,  if 
land  be  given  to  A  and  the  heirs  of  his  body, 
the  word  'heirs'  is  a  word  of  limitation,  be- 
cause it  is  merely  subservient  to  the  pur- 
pose of  ascertaining  the  force  and  direction 
in  point  of  transmission  of  a  gift  made  origi- 
nally to  A,  who,  as  the  sole  object  and  mo- 
tive of  bounty,  first  attracted  and  absorbed 
the  entire  quantity  of  an  estate  not  other- 
wise destined  to  benefit  his  heirs  than  as,  in 
the  way  of  the  law,  they  were  included  in 
himself.  Secondly,  as  words  of  purchase. 
they  at  once  indicate  the  objects  and  limit 
the  scope  of  the  gift.  Thus,  if  land  be  given 
to  the  heirs  of  the  body  of  A,  the  word 
*heirs*  is  a  word  of  purchase,  because  the 
heirs  are  themselves  the  original  objects  of 
the  gift;  yet  the  word  'heirs*  is  not  satis:a»«i 
by  the  person  or  persons  first  answering  t  li" 
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<iescriptioii  of  heirs  or  coheirs,  but  is  of  equal 
capacity  with  the  same  word  used  as  a  word 
of  limitation.  So,  if  land  be  given  to  A  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  his  body, 
the  intention  is  manifest  to  use  the  word 
*  heirs*  as  a  word  of  purchase,  and  not  of 
limitation.  In  order  to  determine  whether 
the  word  'heirs'  is  meant  to  be  a  word  of 
limitation  or  of  purchase,  according  to  the 
above  exposition  of  those  terms,  -we  have 
only  to  ask  whether  it  is  adjected  as  an  in- 
cident to  a  gift  made  to  the  ancestor,  or 
used  as  the  substantive  term  of  an  inde- 
pendent disposition.  Where  the  ancestor  is 
dead,  or  no  estate  is  given  to  him,  or  an  es- 
tate is  by  other  words  expressly  limited  to 
him  (as  in  the  case  put  at  the  close  of  the 
preceding  paragraph),  the  word  'heirs' 
must  always  be  designed  to  confer  a  dis- 
tinct benefit  on  persons  sustaining  that 
character,  and  consequently  to  operate  as  a 
word  of  purchase.  It  is  obvious  that  this 
cannot  be  the  point  on  which  learning  and 
ingenuity  have  exhausted  their  powers,  al- 
though, from  the  language  of  the  dispu- 
tants, the  subject  of  contention  would  ap- 
pear to  be  whether  the  word  'heirs*  was  to 
be  construed  a  word  of  limitation  or  of  pur- 
chase. Thirdly,  the  words  in  question, 
when  used  as  descriptive  of  individuals,  are 
wholly  deprived  of  their  natural  energy, 
and  ftink  down  to  the  level  of  'children,*  etc., 
.  .  .  in  which  predicament  no  greater  po- 
tency can  be  a-ttributed  to  them  than  belongs 
to  the  terms  with  which  they  are  now  asso- 
ciated. They  ascertain  the  objects,  but  in 
ascertaining  the  objects  their  force  is  en- 
tirely spent.  The  nature  and  extent  of  the 
estate  to  be  taken  must  be  sought  for  in  the 
-context,  or,  if  that  be  wanting  or  be  silent, 
in  the  implication  of  law.  They  cnnnot  be 
more  operative  than  the  terms  which  they 
represent,  and  whose  operation,  as  we  have 
already  seen,  is  simply  to  describe  a  class 
of  individuals." 

Mr.  Hargrave,  said  to  be  the  most  lucid 
expounder  of  the  rule,  has  discriminated 
clearly  between  conditions  when  the  rule 
ought  and  ought  not  to  be  applied:  When 
it  is  once  settled  that  the  donor  or  testator 
has  used  words  of  inheritance  according  to 
their  legal  import,  has  employed  them  in- 
tentionally to  compromise  the  whole  line  of 
heirs  to  the  tenant  for  life,  and  has  really 
made  him  the  terminus  or  ancestor  by  ref- 
erence to  whom  the  succession  is  to  be  regu- 
lated, then  it  will  appear  that,  being  con- 
sidered according  to  tliose  rules  of  policy 
from  which  it  originated,  it  is  perfectly  im- 
material whether  the  testator  (or  donor) 
meant  to  avoid  the  rule  or  not,  and  that  to 
apply  it,  and  to  declare  the  words  of  inher- 
itance to  be  words  of  limitation,  vesting 
the  inheritance  in  the  tenant  for  life,  as  the 
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ancestor  and  terminus  to  the  heirs,  is  a 
mere  matter  of  course.  But,  on  the  other 
hand,  if  the  words  of  inheritance  were  not 
used  in  their  full  and  proper  sense,  so  as  lo 
include  the  whole  inheritable  blood,  and 
make  the  tenant  for  life  the  ancestor  or  ter- 
minus for  the  heirs,  but  the  testator  in- 
tended to  use  the  word  "heirs**  in  a  limited, 
restrictive,  untechnical  sense,  and  to  point 
at  such  individual  person  as  should  be  the 
heir,  etc.,  of  the  tenant  for  life  at  his  de- 
cease, and  give  a  distinct  estate  of  freehold 
to  such  single  heir,  and  to  make  his  or  her 
estate  of  freehold  the  ground  work  for  a 
succession  of  heirs,  and  constitute  him  or 
her  the  ancestor  terminus  and  stock  for  the 
succession  to  take  its  course  from, — ^in 
every  one  of  these  cases  the  premises  are 
wanting  upon  which  only  the  rule  in  Shel- 
ley*8  Case  interposes  its  authority,  and  that 
rule  becomes  quite  extraneous  matter.  So, 
then,  in  order  to  ascertain,  in  every  case, 
whether  or  not  the  rule  is  applicable,  the 
inquiry  simply  is.  In  what  sense  did  the 
testator  or  donor  use  the  words?  If  in  the 
former  sense,  the  rule  always  applies,  not- 
withstanding a  positive  declaration  that  it 
shall  not.  If  in  the  latter  sense,  the  rule 
is  as  invariably  foreign  to  the  case,  the  re- 
mainder is  contingent  until  the  death  of 
the  tenant  for  life,  and  the  party  named  as 
heir  takes  by  purchase.  1  Hargrave,  Law 
Tracts,  575,  577. 

Enough  has  been  said  to  recall  the  na- 
ture and  operation  of  the  rule.  Even  this 
much  has  seemed  unnecessary,  in  view  of 
its  commanding  place  in  the  law  of  real 
property.  No  rule  of  the  common  law  has 
undergone  the  exhaustive  investigation, 
thorough  discussion,  and  severe  criticism  to 
which  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  has  been 
subjected;  and  yet  it  has  survived  nearly 
six  hundred  years  of  controversy  in  En- 
gland, and  has  been  generally  accepted  by 
the  courts  of  this  country  as  a  part  of  that 
rich  inheritance  of  common  law  upon  which 
our  jurisprudence  is  founded.  No  one  now 
pretends  to  fix  the  date  of  its  origin.  The 
conditions  for  which  it  was  intended  to  op- 
erate as  a  remedy  are  mere  matters  of  con- 
jecture. Some  have  thought  that  it  was 
devised  in  feudal  times  to  give  the  lord 
his  profits  of  tenure  (either  wardship  or  re- 
lief) upon  the  descent  to  the  heirs,  of 
which  he  would  be  deprived  were  the  re- 
mainder to  pass  to  the  heirs  as  purchasers; 
but  Sir  William  Blackstone  in  Perrin  v. 
Blake,  4  Burr.  2579,  10  English  Ruling 
Cases,  689,  declares,  that  of  this  he  has 
never  met  with  a  single  trace  in  any  feudal 
writer  and  then  adds:  "There  is  hardly  an 
ancient  rule  of  real  property  but  what  has 
in  it  more  or  less  of  a  feudal  tincture.  Tho 
common-law  maxim  of  dc!*cent,  the  convey- 

•  Digitized  by  Google 


956 


Iowa  Supeeice  Ck>URT. 


Jan., 


ancing  by  livery  of  seisin,  the  whole  doc- 
trine of  copyholds,  and  a  hundred  other  in- 
HtanceH  that  might  be  given,  are  plainly  the 
offspring  of  the  feudal  system;  but,  what- 
ever their  parentage  waa,  they  are  now 
adopted  by  the  common  law  of  England,  in- 
corporated into  its  body,  and  so  interwoven 
with  its  policy  that  no  court  of  justice  in 
this  kingdom  has  eithejr  the  power  or  (I 
trust)  the  ii.elination  to  disturb  them."  In 
the  same  opinion  he  expressed  the  belief  that 
the  rule  was  fin»t  established  to  obviate  the 
mischief  of  too  frequently  putting  the  in- 
heritance in  abeyance  or  suspense,  and  that 
it  was  founded  somewhat  upon  "a  desire  to 
facilitate  the  alienation  of  land,  and  to 
throw  it  into  the  track  of  commerce,  one 
generation  sooner,  by  vesting  the  inheritance 
in  the  ancestor,  than  if  he  continued  as  a 
tenant  for  life  and  the  heir  was  declared  a 
purchaser."  Mr.  Hargrave,  in  his  celebrat- 
ed Tracta,  suggests  still  another  reason: 
That  the  rule  in  8helley*s  Case  is  a  part  of 
an  ancient  policy  of  the  law  to  guard 
against  the  creation  of  est»\te8  of  inheri- 
tance with  qualities,  incidents,  and  restric- 
tions foreign  in  their  nature,  and  to  pre- 
serve the  marked  distinction  between  the 
acquisition  of  a  title  by  descent  and  by  pur- 
chase, and  to  prevent  the  former  from  be- 
ing stripped  of  its  proper  incidents  and  dis- 
guised with  the  qualities  of  the  latter, 
whereby  the  estate  would  become  a  com- 
pound of  descent  and  purchase, — ^an  amphib- 
ious species  of  inheritance  or  freehold, 
with  unlimited  succession  to  the  heirs  with- 
out the  properties  of  inheritance.  Har- 
grave, Law  Tracts,  489|  551. 

Certain  it  is  that  the  power  of  alienation 
and  that  of  vested  estates  were  favored  doc- 
trines of  the  common  law,  and  as  such  were 
promoted  by  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case.  If 
of  feudal  origin,  its  purpose  must  have 
been  to  defeat  iti  part  the  feudal  policy 
that  every  grantee  or  devisee  should  take 
his  estate  per  forma  doni,  the  terms  of 
which  were  to  be  construed  stricti  juris,  in 
conformity  with  the  idea  of  the  ancient 
Roman  law,  contained  in  the  Twelve  Tables, 
by  which  a  man,  in  conveying  an  estate  to 
another,  created  all  his  rights  by  the  terms 
of  the  conveyance.  All  estates  were  regard- 
ed, under  the  feudal  system,  as  mere  gifts 
or  concessions  on  the  part  of  the  lords  or 
barons  to  their  vassals,  and  in  the  centu- 
ries it  held  sway,  and  as  a  result  of  this 
policy,  many  of  the  tenures  became  extreme- 
ly burdensome,  conibinin^r,  as  has  been  well 
Haid,  the  strangest  comniinglings  of  liberty 
and  oppression  to  be  found  in  any  age.  In 
irrepressible  conflict  with  these  conditions 
was  the  common  law,  favoring  the  fullest 
investigation  and  ample  in  its  elasticity  to 
devise  a  remedy  for  every  wrong.  In  the 
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necessities  of  those  times,  for  a  principle' 
which  would  unfetter  these  estates  and  de- 
feat the  indeterminate  tenures,  the  rule  in 
Shelley's  Case  may  have  originated.  It 
was  applied  as  early  as  a.  d.  1325,  in  a 
case  cited  in  Perrin  v.  Blake,  and  Lord 
Coke,  in  the  margin  of  his  Commentaries 
on  Littleton,  refers  to  numerous  decision^ 
in  the  Year  Books  of  Edward  III.,  which, 
in  the  words  of  Blackstone,  "do  roost  ex- 
plicitly warrant  the  doctrine  extracted 
from  them  by  that  great  and  learned 
judge."  Though  the  principle  had  lonir 
been  recognized,  it  appears  not  to  have  at- 
tracted general  attention  until  a.  d.  1590. 
when  definitely  stated  by  Lord  Coke  in  the 
case  from  which  its  name  is  derived.  1 
Coke,  935.  The  discussion  then  became  *'so 
vehement  and  so  protracted,"  according  to 
the  celebrated  requiem  of  Chancellor  Kent. 
"a«  to  rouse  the  specter  of  haughty  Eliza- 
beth." The  agitation  then  seems  to  have 
subsided  somewhat  for  nearly  one  hundred 
years,  when  it  was  again  awakened  in  1770 
by  Perrin  v.  Blake.  That  case  arose  in  Ja- 
maica, and  was  brought  before  the  Privy 
Council  of  England  at  a  time  w^hen  Lord 
Mansfield  was  the  only  law  lord  who  at- 
tended. He  deemed  the  question  involved 
of  too  great  importance  to  be  decided  by 
his  single  opinion,  and  a  feigned  case  was 
prepared  and  submitted  to  the  King's 
bench.  After  being  twice  argued  three  of 
the  judges,  including  ^fansfield,  agreeing 
that  the  case  was  within  the  rule  in  Shel- 
ley's Case,  were  for  repudiating  it,  while 
one,  Yates,  was  for  applying  it.  A  fierce 
controversy  arose.  Pamphlets  were  writ- 
ten assailing  and  in  defense  of  Lord  Mans- 
field»  one  of  those  in  his  behalf  evoking  a 
bitter  reply  from  Mr.  Fearne,  author  of  the 
great  work  on  Contingent  Remainders,  and 
•lunius,  in  his  envenomed  letters,  accused 
him  of  attempting  to  subvert  the  laws  of 
England.  It  is  said  by  Lord  Campbell  in 
the  "Lives  of  the  Chief  Justices"  that  the 
bar  of  the  entire  Kingdom  was  divided  into 
factions  for  several  years,  known  as  "Shel- 
leyites"  and  "Anti-Shelleyites."  An  ap- 
peal was  taken  to  the  Exchequer  Chamber, 
where,  after  being  several  times  argued, 
seven  of  the  justices,  including  Sir  William 
Blackstone,  sustained  and  applied  the  rule, 
and  one.  Chief  Justice  De  Grey,  concurred 
in  the  views  of  lx)rd  Mansfield.  That  deci- 
sion was  followed  by  Jesson  v.  Doc,  2  Bligh, 
1,  10  English  Ruling  Cases,  714,  decided 
shortly  afterwards,  which  has  since  been 
regarded  as  confirming  the  rule  as  a  part  of 
the  laws  of  England,  though  in  Roddy  v. 
Fitzgerald,  6  H.  L.  Cas.  823,  determined  as 
late  as  1858,  there  were  several  dissenting 
opinions.  In  Jord<in  v.  Adams,  9  C.  B.  X. 
S.  483,  it  was  severely  criticised  by  Justice 
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Cockbum,  but  adhered  to  as  a  rule  of  prop- 
erty. 

We   have   briefly  referred  to  the  history 
of  the     rule  as  tending  to  answer  the  con- 
tention now  urged  that  it  ought  to  be  re- 
jected  as   likely  to  result  in  defeating  the 
intention  of  the  testator  or  grantor,  and  be 
cause  not  in  harmony  with  the  spirit  of  our 
institutions.     These  questions   were   settled 
in  England  long  after  the  period  of  the  spe- 
cial usefulness  of  the  rule  in  curtailing  the 
wrongs  of  feudal  tenures,  or  its  alleged  ap- 
plication for  the  protection  of  the  lords  and 
barons    in  their  profits,  had  passed  away. 
Undoubtedly   the   doctrine  of   stare  decisis 
played  an  important  part,  but  in  the  deci- 
sions  and  numerous  pamphlets  the  merits 
were  thoroughly  discussed.     Throughout  tin* 
long  controversy  the  argument  most  persist- 
ently urged  was  that  it  was  out  of  harmony 
with  the  spirit  of  the  laws  of  England,  in 
that  it  tended  to  defeat  the  manifest  inten- 
tion of  the  instrument  to  which  applied.     If 
anything  in  the  habits  of  our  people  or  in 
the  genius  of  our  institutions  essentially  dif- 
ferentiates their  situation  from  that  of  the 
English    people   in   the   time   of   Perrin   v. 
Blake,  Jesson  v.  DoCj  or  Roddy  v.  Fitzgerald 
in  respect  to  this  rule,  it  has  not  been  called 
to  our  attention.    Undoubtedly  there  are  dif- 
ferences which  bear  somewhat  upon  the  con- 
sequences of  its  application,  but  it  may  be 
safely  asserted  that  there  are  none  which 
have  enlarged  or  r«-en forced  the  objections 
in  principle  then  pressed  with  such  learning 
and  skill.     Will  anyone  contend  that  it  is 
not  the  policy  of  the  law  now,  as  in  the  days 
of  Coke  and  Blackstone,  to  favor  unfettered 
inheritances,  the  free  alienation  of  property, 
and  its  subjection  according  to  equitable  lia- 
bility to  the  debts  of  ancestors?     Is  it  not 
still  the  policy  of  the  law  that  inheritances 
shall  vest  rather  than  be  held  in  abeyance? 
Do  we  not  yet  favor  those  incidents  of  es- 
tates in  fee,  that  the  wndow  be  accorded  her 
dower   and   the    husband   his    curtesy?    Is 
there  a  single  reason  for  rejecting  the  rule 
now  and  in  this  state  that  was  not  pressed 
by  the  great  lawyers  and  jurists  when  it  was 
finally  imbedded  in  English  jurisprudence  as 
a  part  of  the  common  law?     We  have  dis- 
covered none.     To  the  claim  that  it  operated 
to  defeat  the  intention,  Blackstone  respond- 
ed in  Perrin  v.  Blake  that  "the  misapprehen- 
sion of  a  testator  in  thinking  the  remainders 
were  contingent  when  they  were  not  «o  can- 
not alter  a  rule  of  law.     .     .     .     The  result 
of  the  whole  matter  is  that,  the  testator  hav- 
ing declared  his  intent  that  his  son  shall  not 
alien  his  land,  he  to  that  extent  gives  his 
son  an  estate  to  which  the  law  has  annexed 
the  power  of  alienation,  an  estate  to  him- 
self for  life,  with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of 
his  body.     Now,  what  is  a  court  of  justice 
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to  conclude  from  hence?  Not  that  a  tenant 
in  tail,  thus  circumstanced,  shall  be  barred 
of  the  power  of  alienation.  This  is  contrary 
to  fundamental  principles.  Not  that  the 
devise  shall  take  a  different  estate  from 
what  the  legal  signification  of  the  words  im- 
ports. This,  without  other  explanatory 
words,  is  contrary  to  all  rules  of  construc- 
tion. But  plainly  and  simply  this, — that 
the  testator  has  mistaken  the  law,  and  im- 
agined that  a  tenant  for  life,  with  first  in- 
terposed estate,  and  then  a  remainder  to  the 
heirs  of  his  body,  could  not  sell  or  dispose  of 
this  interest."  Fearne,  in  his  work  on  Con- 
tingent Remainders,  declared  that,  "when  a 
n«o  arises  fulfilling  the  requirements  for 
the  application  of  the  rule,  it  is  not  against 
the  intention  of  the  testator.  It  is  only  ap- 
plicable when  the  intention  of  the  testator 
has  been  discerned  by  the  ordinary  canons  of 
descent."  In  Jesson  v.  Doe,  Lord  Redesdale 
said:  "That  the  general  intent  should  over- 
rule the  particular  [as  has  been  stated  by 
liOrd  Eldon]  is  not  the  most  accurate  expres- 
sion of  the  principle  of  decision.  The  rule 
is  that  technical  words  shall  have  their  legal 
efifect  unless  from  subsequent  inconsistent 
words  it  is  very  clear  that  the  testator 
meant  otherwise."  Lord  Thurlow,  in  Jonet 
V.  Morgan,  1  Bro.  Ch.  220,  observed  that,  if 
the  donor  meant  that  every  other  person 
who  should  be  heir  should  take,  he  meant, 
what  the  law  would  not  suffer  him  to  do, 
to  make  the  heir  take  as  purchaser. 

The  same  thought  has  been  well  expressed 
by  Mr.  Justice  Elliott  in  the  recent  case  of 
Allen  V.  Crafty  109  Ind.  476,  68  Am.  Rep. 
425,  9  N.  E.  919:  "It  has  seemed  to  many 
that  there  is  a  conflict  between  the  rule  de- 
claring that  the  intention  of  the  testator 
must  govern  and  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case: 
but  this  appearance  of  conflict  fades  away 
when  it  is  brought  clearly  to  mind  that, 
when  the  word  'heirs'  is  used  as  a  word  of 
limitation,  it  is  treated  as  conclusively  ex- 
pressing the  intention  of  the  testator. 
Where  it  appears  that  the  word  was  so 
used,  the  law  inexorably  fixes  the  force 
and  meaning  of  the  instrument."  See 
Leathers  v.  Gray,  96  N.  C.  548,  2  S.  E.  455. 
Even  were  it  to  be  conceded  that  the 
intention  is  often  defeated  by  the  applica- 
tion of  the  rule,  it  is  to  be  said  that  this 
is  in  harmony  with  the  policy  of  the  law, 
which  forbids  the  testator  to  make  a 
will,  or  grantor  a  deed,  that  w^ill  in- 
vest the  first  taker  with  a  freehold  and  his 
heirs  as  purchaser  with  an  estate  in  fee  sim- 
ple by  way  of  a  contingent  remainder:  and, 
if  such  an  estate  is  attempted,  the  law  will 
defeat  it,  be  the  intention  ever  so  plainly 
expressed.  As  said  in  Walker  v.  Vincent,  19 
Pa.  369,  the  court  correctly  says :  "The  law 
does  not  pretend  to  carry  out  tii^  intention 
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of  the  testator  in  all  cases;  for  many  tes 
tutors  show  a  very  clear  intention  to  shacklo 
the  estates  granted  by  them  to  a  degree  that 
is  totally  incompatible  with  any  real  enjoy- 
ment of  them,  and  which  the  law  does  not 
allow.  Hence,  many  of  the  rules  of  law  are 
designed  to  control  and  frustrate  the  most 
manifest  intent.  The  great  merit  of  the 
rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  that  it  frustrates, 
and  is  intended  to  frustrate,  unreasonable 
restrictions  on  titles;  for,  when  an  estate  is 
drclared  to  be  a  fee  simple  or  fee  tail,  it  is 
at  (Mice  made  subject  to  a  limitation  in  its 
l>roj)er  form,  no  matter  how  clear  may  be 
the  testator's  intention  to  the  contrary'." 
The  oppositions  to  the  rule  have  been  based 
largely  (m  sentiment,  and  few,  if  any,  cases 
of  actual  hardship  will  be  found  in  the 
books.  Planting  themselves  on  the  premi- 
ses that  its  operation  worked  the  defeat  of 
the  real  intention  of  the  grantor  or  testator, 
as  expressed  in  the  conveyance  or  will,  its 
detractors  have  assailed  it  with  vituper- 
ation and  invective,  forgetting  that  nu- 
merous other  rules  of  reiil-estate  law,  ac- 
cepted .without  question,  have  precisely  the 
same  effect,  and  that  the  intention,  to  be 
effective,  must  be  consistent  with  the  rules 
of  law.  A  man  cannot  by  will  create 
a  perpetuity,  nor  could  he  put  a  freehold 
in  abeyance  at  the  common  law,  nor  can  he 
limit  a  fee  with  a  fee,  nor  make  a  chattel 
descend  to  heirs,  no  matter  how  clearly  his 
intention  to  do  so  be  expressed.  See  Carr 
v.  Porter,  1  McCord,  Eq.  60. 

It  is  denounced  as  an  anachronism  handed 
down  from  the  feudal  ages,  but  this  criti- 
cism applies  as  well  to  many  of  the  most 
cherished  principles  of  the  common  law. 
Again  it  is  said  that  men  ignorant  of  the 
rule  may,  in  preparing  wills  or  deeds,  unin- 
tentionally employ  language  which  will  com- 
pel its  application.  Such  persons  are  quite 
as  likely  to  everlook  tlie  forms  prescribed  for 
the  execution  of  such  instruments,  and 
thereby  defeat  the  purposes  of  the  testa- 
tor or  grantor,  and  yet  no  one  has  demanded 
that  the  statutes  prescribing  these  shall 
be  repealed.  So,  too,  language  is  often  in- 
corporated in  a  will,  possibly  in  ignorance 
of  the  accepted  canons  of  construction, 
which  this  court  has  deemed  itself  bound 
to  follow,  notwithstanding  the  protests  that 
the  testator  must  have  intended  otherwise. 
I.aw  V.  Douglass,  107  Iowa,  (500,  78  N.  W. 
212;  Hamhel  v.  Hambel,  109  Iowa,  459, 
80  N.  W.  528;  Meyer  v.  Wcilrr,  121  Iowa. 
51,  95  X.  W.  254.  If  courts  have  enter 
tained  contradictory  views  on  the  appli- 
cability of  the  rule,  the  same  may  be 
said  of  many  others.  That  a  principle  is 
difficult  of  application  has  never  been  re- 
garded as  furnishing  a  sound  reason  for  re- 
jecting it  entirely.  As  an  illustration,  see 
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Archer  v.  Jacobs,  125  Iowa,  467,  101  N.  W. 
195.  Other  rules  might  have  proved  quite 
as  satisfactory  as  those  of  the  common  law. 
and  equally  as  well  or  better  adapted  to  the 
administration  of  justice.  It  may  be  that 
the  oncoming  years  will  demonstrate  much 
of  our  system  to  have  been  crude  and  imper- 
fect. But  the  duty  of  this  court  is  to  ad- 
minister law  as  found,  and,  even  though  it 
be  confident  of  possessing  the  wisdom  es- 
sential to  successfully  reform  and  improve 
many  of  its  rules,  the  Constitution  has  con- 
ferred the  authority  so  to  do  upon  another 
branch  of  government.  It  is  true  the  com- 
mon law  wjis  adopted  onlj'  in  so  far  **as  ap- 
plicable to  the  habits  and  conditions  of  our 
society,  and  in  harmony  with  tjie  genius, 
spirit,  and  objects  of  our  institutions.'' 
This  does  not  mean  that  every  rule  must  be 
subjected  to  the  peculiar  test,  whether  it  is 
better  suited  than  some  other  to  our  situa- 
tion, but  whether  differences  between  condi- 
tions here  and  in  England  render  it  inappli- 
cable. Thus,  in  Wagner  v.  Bissell,  3  Iowa. 
396,  the  couunon-law  rule  requiring  ever\ 
man  to  keep  his  cattle  within  his  clos4*. 
which  WB8  necessary  in  a  thidcly  settled 
country,  was  declared  in  18.56  not  to  obtain 
here  as  against  a  universal  custom  to  al- 
low cattle  to  roam  at  large  over  the 
unsettled  prairies.  And  in  Pieraon  v.  Lane, 
60  Iowa,  60,  14  N.  W.  90.  the  statute  de 
donis  was  denounced  as  inimicable  to  the 
genius  and  spirit  of  Qur  institutions,  in 
that  its  object  "\vas  to  place  restraints 
upon  alienation  and  create  perpetuities  for 
the  purpose  of  maintaining  a  landed  aris- 
tocracy.'* It  ran  counter  to  the  ^policy  of 
our  government,  and  for  that  reason  was 
rejected.  The  reverse  must  be  true  of 
the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case;  for  its  object, 
as  said  in  Kiene  v.  Gmehle,  85  Iowa,  312. 
52  N".  W.  232,  was  "to  prevent  the  tying  up 
of  estates  in  land,  so  as  to  withhold  them 
from  alienation  for  long  periods  of  time." 
As  remarked  before,  if  there  is  anything 
in  our  situation  which  renders  this  rule 
less  appropriate  to  our  situation  than  it  was 
to  that  of  the  English  people  at  the  time 
of  the  severance  of  the  two  countries,  we 
have  been  unable  to  discover  it.  Merely  the 
existence  of  an  aristocracy  there  is  not  alon.- 
enough;  otherwise,  the  common  law  in  its 
entirety  must  be  rejected.  In  Hilcman  v. 
Bouslaugh,  13  Pa.  344,  53  Am.  Dec.  474. 
Chief  Justice  Gibson  protested  that  *'the 
rule  in  HheUey*s  Case  ill  deserves  the  epi- 
thets bestowed  on  it  in  the  argument. 
Though  of  feudal  origin,  it  is  not  a  relic  of 
barbarism,  or  a  part  of  the  rubbish  of  the 
:  Dark  Ages.  It  is  a  part  of  a  system ;  an 
I  artificial  one,  it  is  true,  but  still  a  system, 
I  and  a  complete  one.  The  use  of  it  while 
I  fiefs  were  predominant  was   to   secure  the 
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fruita  of  the  tenure,  by  preventing  the  an- 
cestor from  passing  the  estate  to  the  heir 
as  a  purchaser  through  a  chasm  in  the  de- 
scent, disencumbered  of  the  burdens  incident 
to  it  as  an  inheritance;  but  Mr.  Hargrave, 
Mr.  Justioe  Blackstone,  Mr.  Fearne,  Chief 
Baron  Gilbert,  Lord  Chancellor  Parker,  and 
Lord  Mansfield  ascribe  it  to  the  concomitant 
objects  of  more  or  less  value  at  this  day, 
among  them  the  unfettering  of  estates,  by 
vesting  the  inheritance  in  the  ancestor,  and 
making  it  alienable  a  generation  sooner 
than  it  otiierwise  would  be.  However  that 
may  be,  it  happily  falls  in  with  the  current 
of  our  policy.  By  turning  a  limitation  for 
life,  with  remainder  to  heirs  of  the  body, 
into  an  estate  tail,  it  is  the  handmaid,  not 
only  of  Taltarum*8  Case,  but  of  our  statute 
barring  entails  by  a  deed  acknowledged  in 
court;  and,  where  the  limitation  is  to  heirs 
f2r<eneral,  it  cuts  off  what  would  otherwise 
be  a  contingent  remainder,  destructible  only 
by  a  common  recovery.  In  a  masterly  dis- 
quisition on  the  principles  of  expounding 
dispositions  of  real  estate,  Mr.  Hayes,  who 
has  sounded  the  profoundest  depths  of  th<> 
subject,  is  by  no  means  clear  that  the  rule 
ought  to  be  abolished  even  by  the  legisla-' 
ture ;  and  Mr.  Hargrave  shows  in  one  of  his 
Tracts  that  to  ingraft  purchase  on  descent 
would  produce  an  amphibious  species  of  in- 
heritance, and  confound  a  settled  distinction 
in  the  law  of  estates.  It  is  admitted  that 
the  rule  subverts  a  particular  intention  in 
perhaps  every  instance;  for,  as  was  said  in 
Roe  em  dem.  Thong  v.  Bedford,  4  Maule  & 
S.  363,  it  is  proof  even  against  an  express 
declaration  that  the  heirs  shall  take  as  pur- 
chasers. But  it  is  an  intention  which  the 
law  cannot  indulge  consistently  with  the 
testator's  general  plan,  and  which  is  neces- 
ftarily  subordinate  to  it.  It  is  an  intention 
to  create  an  inalienable  estate  tail  in  the 
first  donee,  and  to  invert  the  rule  of  inter- 
pretation,-by  making  the  general  intention 
subservient  to  the  particular  one.  A  donor 
is  no  more  competent  to  make  tenancy  for 
life  a  source  of  inheritable  succession  than 
he  is  competent  to  create  a  perpetuity  or  a 
new  canon  of  descent.  The  rule  is  too  in- 
timately connected  with  the  doctrine  of  es- 
tates to  be  separated  from  it  without  break- 
ing the  ligaments  of  property."  And  in 
Polk  y,  Faris,  9  Yerg.  209,  30  Am.  Dec. 
400,  Mr.  Justice  Reese,  for  the  supreme 
court  of  Tennessee,  declared  that  "whatever 
may  have  been  the  origin  of  the  rule,  or  how 
well  soever  it  may  seem  adapted  to  attain 
the  selfish  objects  or  gratify  the  grasping 
cupidity  of  the  feudal  lord,  it  happens  to 
have  been  obviously  based  al«o  upon  princi- 
ples of  public  policies  and  commercial  con- 
venience sufficiently  broad  and  deep  to  cause 
it  to  survive  for  the  period  of  near  five-hun- 
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dred  years  the  rage  of  legislative  innovation 
and  all  changes  and  fluctuations  of  the  most 
eventful  era  of  the  world,  and  still  to  chal- 
lenge the  willing  obedience  and  enlightened 
support  of  the  most  learned  and  able  mind* 
of  Great  Britain  and  the  United  States.  It 
is  a  rule  or  canon  of  property,  which,  so  far 
from  being  at  war  with  the  genius  of  our 
institutions  or  with  the  liberal  and  commer- 
cial spirit  of  the  age,  which  alike  abhor  the 
locking  up  and  rendering  inalienable  real  es- 
tate and  other  property,  seems  co  be  in  per- 
fect harmony  with  both.  It  is  owing,  per- 
haps, to  this  circumstance  that  the  rule — a 
Gothic  column  found  among  the  remains  of 
feudality — has  been  preserved  in  all  its 
strength  to  aid  in  sustaining  the  fabric  in 
the  modern  social  system." 

That  the  evils  thereof  are  more  imaginary 
than  real  is  apparent  from  the  fact  that 
this  court  has  up  to  the  present  time  avoid- 
ed the  necessity  of  saying  whether  it  should 
be  recognized  as  a  part  of  the  common  law 
of  this  state.  It  was  first  mentioned  in 
Zuver  V.  Lyons,  40  low^a,  510,  and  held  not 
to  apply,  for  that  the  ancestor  had  taken  a 
trust  estate  and  the  heirs  the  legal  estate, 
and  the  two  could  not  unite  in  an  estate  of 
inheritance.  In  Hanna  v.  Hawes,  45  Iowa, 
437,  the  rule  was  held  not  to  be  "applicable 
b.ecau8e  the  testator  did  not  vest  the  legal 
estate  in  Mrs.  Little  with  a  limitation  over 
to  the  heirs  of  her  body."  The  conveyance 
was  by  an  executor,  and  was  subject  to  re- 
strictions in  the  will  that  at  her  death  the 
property  was  "to  go  to  the  heirs  of  her  body,, 
and,  if  none,  to  be  divided  equally  between 
the  surviving  children  of  her  mother." 
Manifestly  by  "heirs  of  her  body"  was  meant 
her  children  as  such,  and  not  heirs  generally. 
In  Slemmer  v.  Crampton,  50  Iowa,  .303,  the 
devise  was  to  Maria  A.  Avery,  "to  be  used,, 
occupied,  and  enjoyed  by  her  after  she  be- 
comes of  the  age  of  legal  majority,  during 
her  natural  life  only ;  .  .  .  and  it'  is  my 
further  will  that  after  the  death  of  my 
daughter  Maria  said  lands  and  lot  shall  go 
to  the  heirs  of  her  body  free  and  clenr  of  all 
liens  and  encumbrances  thereon."  The  rule 
was  held  not  to  apply,  for  that  the  testator 
"intended  the  heirs  to  be  the  root  of  a 
.  .  .  new  descent,  and  the  denomination 
of  heirs  of  the  body  was  merely  descriptive 
of  the  persons  who  were  intended  to  take." 
As  even  the  use  and  enjoyment  did  not  pass 
in  prcpscnti  upon  testator's  death,  much 
may  be  said  in  support  of  the  construction 
that  the  devise  was  directly  to  the  "heirs 
of  her  body"  as  a  class.  See  De  Vaughn  v. 
Hutchinson,  165  U.  S.  5GG,  41  L.  ed.  827, 
17  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  401:  //or/ie  v.  Lj/eth,  4 
Harr.  &  J.  435.  While  the  rule  was  in- 
voked in  Pier  son  v.  Lane,  00  Towa.  00, 
14  N.  VV.  90,    the    court  hold  that    it    had 
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no  application  where  the  first  taker  took 
the  fee  simple  as  a  fee  tail,  as  in  that 
ca8e.  The  conveyance  was  "to  Minerva 
Pierson  and  the  heirs  of  her  body  be- 
gotten by  her  present  husband,  George  W. 
Pierson."  This  was  held  to  be  a  conditional 
fee,  not  affected  by  the  statute  de  dfmis, 
which  was  declared  to  be  inimicable  to  the 
genius  and  policy  of  our  institutions  and 
tci  have  been  converted  into  a  fee  absolute 
i)v  the  birth  of  the  requisite  heirs.  The  re- 
mark in  Broliar  v.  Marquis,  80  Iowa,  49,  45 
N.  W.  395,  that  the  rule  was  applied  in  the 
above  case,  was  evidently  inadvertent.  In 
Kiene  v.  Gmehle,  85  Iowa,  312,  52  N.  W. 
232,  the  devise  to  Emilie,  daughter  of  the 
testator,  was  of  a  life  estate,  \>'ith  the  re- 
mainder over  to  her  children.  True,  it  was 
"to  descend  and  vest  in  such  heirs  of  her 
body  begotten,  in  fee  simple."  The  condi- 
tion, however,  was  annexed  that,  if  she  die 
without  heirs  of  her  body  begotton,  the  es- 
tate was  to  "descend  and  vest  in  equal  parts 
to  the  heirs  at  law  of  said  testators,"  and 
the  case  was  ruled  by  Hanna  v.  Hawcs^  45 
Iowa,  437.  The. opinion  is  somewhat  Incon- 
sistent, for  that  in  one  portion  it  apparent- 
ly treats  the  rule  as  one  of  construction,  and 
in  another  as  emphatically  declared  it  a  rule 
of  property.  The  latter  seems  to  have  been 
the  final  conclusion,  as  the  writer,  in  stat- 
ing the  reasons  of  the  rule,  observed:  "It 
is  to  prevent  the  tying  up  of  estates  in  land, 
so  as  to  withhold  them  from  alienation  for 
long  periods  of  time.  If  the  intention  of  the 
donor  or  devisor  is  within  the  provision  of 
this  statute  or  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case,  it 
is  not  sanctioned  by  the  law,  and  will  not  be 
given  eflfect;  but,  if  otherwise,  it  will." 
Again  quoting  approvingly  from  Hileman  v. 
Bouslaughy  13  Pa.  351,  53  A^m.  Dec.  474,  "the 
ascertainment  is  left  to  the  ordinary  rules 
of  construction  peculiar  to  wills;  but,  when 
the  intention  thus  ascertained  is  found  to  be 
within  the  rule,  there  is  but  one  Avay.  It 
admits  not  of  exceptions."  As  it  has  been 
regarded  ns  a  rule  of  property  for  more  than 
five.hundred  years,  a  contrary  view  ought 
not  to  be  imputed  to  the  writer  of  the  opin- 
ion. The  rather  should  the  criticism  of  au- 
thorities holding  the  rule  "independent  of 
the  intention  of  the  donor  or  devisor"  as  "not 
sanctioned  by  reason  of  the  current  of  adju- 
dicated cases"  be  thought  to  refer  to  animad- 
versions of  the  rule  as  not  being  in  harmony 
with  the  intentitm ;  for  that,  when  language 
within  the  rule  is  employed,  it  is  conclusive- 
ly presumed  to  express  the  donor's  or  grant- 
or's intention.  The  devise  construed  in 
Znritz  v.  Preston,  96  Iowa,  52,  64  N.  W. 
r»(is,  was.  after  the  first  taker,  "to  go  and 
be  equally  divided  between  his  lawful  heirs 
anti  next  of  kin,"  and  manifestly,  because  of 
such  division,  was  not  within  the  rule.  In 
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Wescott  V.  Binfordy  104  lovni,  645,  65  Am. 
St.  Rep.  530,  74  N.  W.  18,  the  devise  was 
to  Hann.ih  Wescott  for  life,  and  upon  her 
death  the  property  was  to  be  divided  \*e 
tween  testator's  three  children;  William 
Edwin  Westcott  taking  the  east  third  of  the 
lot  "during  the  term  of  tiieir  natural  lives,'* 
but  without  power  to  convey  "for  a  longer 
period  than  during  their  natural  lives,  re- 
spectively." At  death  their  respective  por- 
tions were  to  descend  to  their  heirs,  respec- 
tively, said  heirs  to  have  absolute  title  to 
their  respective  portions.  The  authorities 
were  reviewed,  and  the  conclusion  reached 
that  "it  cannot  be  said  that  they  show  that 
it  has  been  adopted  or  should  be  enforced 
in  this  state,"  and,  later,  that  "we  do  not 
find  it  necessary  to  determine  whether  the 
rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  in  force  in  this 
state,  but  hold  that,  if  it  be  in  force,  it  can- 
not defeat  the  intent  of  a  testator  as  ex- 
pressed by  the  language  of  his  will."  The 
conclusion  that  the  language  of  the  will 
did  not  bring  it  within  the  rule  in  BheUcy*s 
Case  is  undoubtedly  correct,  but  might  well 
have  been  put  on  another  ground.  See 
Broun  v.  Brown,  126  Iowa,  218,  67  L.  R.  A. 
'629,  101  N.  W.  81;  Meyers  v.  Anderson,  1 
Strobh.  Eq.  344,  47  Am.  Dec.  537 ;  Mclntyrt 
V.  Molntyre,  16  S.  C.  290..  This  caae  is  au- 
thority, then,  on  two  propositions  onlj:  (\) 
That  the  rule  had  never  been  recognized  as 
in  force  in  this  state;  and  (2)  that  the 
language  of  the  will  did  not  bring  it  with- 
in the  rule.  The  court  did  not  undertake  to 
pass  upon  the  question  now  before  us,  and 
it  may  be  regarded  as  res  integra. 

In  the  courts  of  last  resort  of  twenty- 
five  states  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  has 
been  adjudged  a  part  of  the  common  law 
and  enforceable  as  such.  See  article  in 
25  Am.  &  £ng.  Enc.  Law,  pp.  639  et  seq. 
In  but  one  has  it  been  declared  merely  « 
rule  of  construction.  Smith  v.  Hastings, 
29  Vt.  240.  Mistakes  of  this  character  in 
other  states  have  been  corrected  by  subse- 
quent decisions.  Maine  was  severed  from 
Massachusetts  after  the  abolition  of  the 
rule,  and  for  tnis  reason  it  does  not  obtain 
in  the  former  state.  In  but  one,  Kentucky, 
has  it  been  held  to  be  out  of  harmony  with 
the  institutions  of  this  country.  'Turman 
V.  White,  14  B.  Mon.  660.  The  very  fact 
that  it  has  been  abolished  in  whole  or  in 
part  in  twenty-seven  states  is  strong  con- 
firmation that  it  was  thought  not  to  have 
been  so  inconsistent  with  the  conditions 
existing  as  not  to  have  been  adopted  as  a 
part  of  the  common  law.  For  centuries  it 
has  been  recognized  as  a  rule  of  property, 
and  ought  not  now  to  be  swept  away.  A-^ 
stated  in  Home  v.  LyetK  4  Harr.  &  J.  432: 
'*To  disregard  rulos  of  interpretation  sanc- 
tioned by  a  succession  of  ages  and  by  the 
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decisions  of  the  most  enlip^htened  judges, 
under  pretense  that  the  reason  of  the  rule 
no  longer  exists  or  that  the  rule  itself  is  un- 
reasonable, would  not  only  prostrate  the 
great  landmarks  of  property,  but  would  in- 
troduce a  latitude  of  construction  boundless 
in  its  range  and  pernicious  in  its  conse- 
quences." 
Affirmed, 

WeaTer,  J.,  dissenting: 
For  the  reasons  herein  stated,  I  cannot 
concur  in  the  foregoing  opinion : 

1.  The  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  has  never 
been  recognize^  or  enforced  in  this  state. 
As  the  opinion  concedes  this  to  be  true,  and 
that  the  citation  which  has  sometimes  been 
made  of  Piermn  v.  LanCy  60  Iowa,  60,  14  N. 
W-.  00,  and  one  or  two  other  cases  as  sus- 
taining the  rule  is  in  error,  I  need  take  no 
time  to  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  this 
proposition. 

2.  It  has  been  expressly  condemned  and 
repudiated  by  this  court.  To  make  this 
clear  beyond  cavil  let  us  first  illustrate  the 
substance  and  effect  of  the  rule  in  its  prac- 
tical operation.  In  a  vast  majority  of  cases 
it  is  applied  to  a  will  or  conveyance  of  land 
in  which  the  owner  attempts  to  give  or  de- 
A'ise  a  life  estate  to  a  named  beneficiary, 
with  a  remainder  in  fee  to  the  heirs  of  such 
life  tenant.  Under  such  state  of  facts  the 
rule  in  Shelley's  Case  steps  in  to  say  that 
the  remainder  given  to  the  heirs  must  be  de- 
feated, and  that  he  who  was  given  a  life 
estate  only  shall  be  vested  with  the  entire 
fee.  Bearing  this  distinctive  feature  of  the 
rule  in  mind,  a  brief  reference  to  our  deci- 
sions will  demonstrate  the  correctness  of  my 
assertion  that  we  have  again  and  again  dis- 
tinctly denied  its  force  as  a  rule  of  prop- 
erty in  this  state.  In  Slemmer  v.  Crampton, 
50  Iowa,  302,  we  held  that  a  devise  of  lands 
to  A  during  her  natural  life  only,  and  after 
her  death  to  her  heirs,  should  be  construed 
to  mean  just  what  it  said,  and  that  A  took 
nothing  more  than  the  life  estate,  which  it 
was  clearly  intended  she  should  have.  This 
holding  was  in  clear  disregard  of  the  rule 
in  Shelley's  Case  according  to  every  ap- 
proved ancient  statement  of  its  effect.  1 
Preston,  Estates,  363;  2  Washb.  Real  Prop. 
6th  ed.  9  1613;  Hileman  v.  Bouslaughy  13 
Pa.  351,  53  Am.  Dec.  475;  Roe  ex  dem. 
Thong  v.  Bedford,  4  Maule  &  S.  363.  In 
Kiene  v.  Omehle,  85  Iowa,  312,  52  N.  W. 
232,  we  have  another  and  more  emphatic 
ruling  in  the  same  direction.  There  the  de- 
vise of  lands  was  to  Emilie  Mack  for  life, 
and  at  her  death  to  descend  to  her  heirs  in 
fee  simple.  This  made  a  clear  case  for  the 
application  of  the  rule  if  it  was  to  be  rec- 
ognized in  this  state,  and  the  claimants 
under  Mrs.  Mack  insisted  upon  its  benefit; 
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but  we  said  that,  if  Shelley^s  Case  was  to  be 
recognized  as  an  authority  at  all,  it  would 
be  treated  as  a  rule  of  construction  only, 
and  that,  whore  the  intent  to  pass  merely  a 
life  estate  to  the  first  taker  is  clear,  it  must 
prevail.  In  this  connection  we  spoke  as  fol- 
lows of  the  general  principle,  which  hna 
never  been  repudiated  by  this  court  until 
the  accomplishment  of  that  result  by  the 
majority  opinion  in  the  present  case: 
"Courts  may  not  give  effect  to  any  other  re- 
sult than  that  intended.  To  do  so  would 
be  to  make  a  will  for  the  testator.  Neither 
may  they  defeat  the  intention  when  it  is 
lawful.  Tliere  are  some  respectable  authori- 
ties that  hold  that  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case 
is  independent  of  the  intention  of  the  donor 
or  devisor;  that  it  is  absolute  and  impera- 
tive. Such  application  of  the  rule  is  not 
sanctioned  by  reason  or  the  current  of  adju- 
dicated cases  in  this  country."  Again  in 
Zavitz  V.  Preston,  06  Iowa,  52,  64  N.  W. 
668,  we  said:  "Whether  the  rule  in  Shel- 
ley's Case  is  in  force  in  this  state  we  need 
not  determine.  It  certainly  cannot  be  In- 
voked to  defeat  the  intent  of  the  testator." 
So,  too,  in  Wescott  v.  Binford  104  Iowa, 
045,  65  Am.  St.  Rep.  530,  74  N.  W.  18, 
we  carefully  reviewed  all  our  previous  cases 
bearing  on  the  rule,  and  announced  the  con- 
clusion that  it  cannot  be  said  of  them  that 
it  has  been  adopted  or  should  be  enforced 
in  this  state.  We  further  said  that  to  give 
che  word  "heirs"  a  technical  meaning,  and 
thus  frustrate  the  intention  of  the  testator 
by  giving  the  first  taker  a  fee,  instead  of  a 
lifo  estate,  is  not  "in  harmony  with  the  best 
rules  of  interpretation,  nor  with  the  weight 
of  authority,  nor  to  be  founded  in  reason, 
nor  to  be  demanded  by  anything  in  the  letter 
or  spirit  of  the  la'ws  of  this  state  or  the 
condition  and  policy  of  its  people  and  their 
institutions.  The  conditions  which  the  rule 
was  designed  to  meet  do  not  exist  here,  and 
to  hold  that  it  applies  to  the  will  under 
consideration  would  be  to  go  -counter  to  the 
rules  of  interpretation  which  this  court  has 
always  applied  to  wills,  to  overrule  in  effect 
many  cases  which  we  have  decided,  and  to 
some  of  which  we  have  referred,  and  to  es- 
tablish a  rule  which  has  been  so  unjust  in 
its  operation  as  to  be  abandoned  or  modified 
by  nearly  all  of  the  states  in  which  it  was 
once  in  force."  The  opinion  also  combats 
the  idea  that  the  rule  is  one  of  property, 
and  not  of  interpretation,  and  cites  our 
cases  to  show  that  such  doctrine  is  not 
favored  in  this  state. 

3.  Save  in  a  limited  sense,  the  common 
law  of  England,  by  virtue  of  which  alone 
the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  ever  had  being, 
has  never  been  adopted  in  Iowa.  In  many 
and  perhaps  most,  of  the  states  of  the  Union 


statutes   were   early   enacted   ado^jting    tlio 
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entire  system  of  the  common  law  as  of  the 
date  of  the  first  settlement  of  this  country 
or  of  the  date  when  Ave  attained  national 
independence.  It  has  been  necessary,  there- 
fore, for  such  states,  in  order  to  get  rid  of 
the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  and  other  debris 
from  past  ages  and  primitive  conditions,  to 
effect  such  purpose  by  statute.  Iowa  has 
never  attempted  any  legislative  adoption  of 
the  common  law,  and  this  court  has  steadily 
held  that  only  so  much  of  that  system  will 
be  here  recognized  and  enforced  as  is  suit- 
able to  the  habits  and  conditions  of  our 
society  and  in  harmony  with  the  genijis  and 
objecte  of  our  institutions.  Wagner  v.  Bis- 
sell,  3  Iowa,  396;  Ex  parte  Holman,  28 
Iowa,  88,  4  Am.  Rep.  159;  Pier  son  v.  LanCy 
60  Iowa,  60,  14  N.  VV.  00.  Brought  to  this 
test,  the  rule  in  Bhelley*s  Case  must  be  con- 
demned. In  design  and  in  practical  effect 
it  is  wholly  at  variance  with  the  spirit  which 
pervades  our  Constitution,  laws,  and  ac- 
cepted social  theories.  I  confess  to  some  de- 
gree of  surprise  to  find  the  majority  twice 
repeating  the  suggestion  that  there  is  noth- 
ing "in  the  spirit  or  genius  of  our  institu- 
tions which  essentially  differentiates  them" 
from  those  of  the  English  people  at  the  time 
of  our  separation  from  the  mother  country. 
If  such  be  the  case,  then  the  Revolutionary 
fathers  should  be  called  down  from  their 
pedestals  and  relegated  to  the  list  of  con- 
spirators against  human  rights.  English 
institutions  of  that  day  were  founded  upon 
and  permeated  by  the  idea,  not  yet  extinct, 
that  a  lauded  aristocracy  is  an  essential  or- 
der of  society,  to  the  preservation  of  which 
Parliament  and  the  courts  were  pledged;  and 
the  rule  in  8helley*s  Case  was  unquestion- 
ably one  of  the  devices  conceived  and  framed 
as  a  means  to  that  end.  It  served  to  pre- 
vent the  subdivision  and  distribution  of 
lands,  and  to  cement  their  concentration  in 
the  hands  of  the  few.  The  inability  of  the 
majority  to  discover  any  difference  between 
such  institutions  and  those  of  a  people  where 
the  multiplication  of  landowners  is  believed 
to  be  essential  to  the  general  welfare  does 
not  appear  to  have  troubled  the  Supreme 
Court  of  the  United  States,  which  says  that 
in  England  the  rule  in  Shelley's  C<ise  "is 
in  (iccordance  with  the  established  law  of 
descent,  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people, 
their  public  policy,  and  the  spirit  of  their 
institutions.  It  helps  to  conserve  the  power 
and  splendor  of  the  ruling  classes  by  keep- 
ing property  in  the  line  of  descent  which 
the  rule  prescribes.  Our  policy  is  equality 
of  descent  and  distribution.  Such  is  the 
sentiment  of  our  people,  and  such  is  the 
spirit  of  our  institutions."  Daniel  v.  Whar- 
tenhy,  17  Wall.  639,  21  L.  ed.  661. 

If  this  opinion  of  the  highest  court  of 
our  hi  ml  is  correct^  and  it  caanot  be  sug- 
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cessfully  denied,  then  Iowa's  "ruling  dafc^;*" 
will  have  occasion  to  felicitate  themselves, 
on  the  opportunity  which  we  now  give  them 
to  keep  thoir  lands  **in  the  line  of  descent" 
and   prevent   undue   encouragement   of   the 
plebeian  classes  to  become  independent  pro- 
prietors.    The  easy  facility  with  which    in 
this  case  we  are  overturning  our  former  de- 
cisions   and    abandoning    principles    which 
have  long  been  well  settled  makes  reference 
to  the  precedents  of  no  avail;  but  1  cannot 
refrain   from   saying   that,   while   adopt in;j 
and  applying  many  of  the  cardinal  prin<-i- 
ples  of  the  common  law  of  real  property.  i»e 
have  hitherto  refused  to  recognize  the  bind- 
ing force  of  many  rules  invented  by  the  Kng- 
iish  courts  and  lawyers  to  maintain  the  a-?- 
oendancy   of   the   great   proprietors.     As    a 
marked  instance  of  this  we  may  recall  the 
entailment    of    lands    at    common  law, — ^a 
scheme  by  which  the  title  was  parsed  to  a 
grantee  or  devisee  and  to  the  heirs  of  his 
body  in  direct  line  of  descent,  failing  which 
at  any  time,  no  matter  how  far  in  the  fu- 
ture, the  title  reverted  to  the  grantee.     This 
device  was  just  as   firmly   ingrafted   upon 
English   law  as  was  the  rule  in  Shelletf's 
Case.    The  one  is  no  more  foreign  to  our 
institutions    than    the    other.     The    sUtes 
which  adopted  the  common  law  by  act  of 
the   legislature   bound  themselves   to   both, 
and  in  most  cases  have  since  abolished  both. 
Iowa  has  never  abolished  either  by  statute, 
and,   if  one  is  to  be  recognized,   then   for 
equally  good   (or  bad)    reasons  we  should 
give  force  to  the  other.     Yet  in  Pierson  v. 
Lane,  60  Iowa,  60,  14  N.  W.  90.  we  found 
that   the  entailment  of   land   titles   is   in- 
consistent with  the  theory  upon  whidi  so- 
ciety is  here  founded  and  refused  to  give  it 
effect.    8o  we  might  proceed  to  enumerate 
an    almost   endless    list   of    rules    and   so- 
called  principles  pertaining  to  leal  property 
and  titles  which  no  court  thinks  of  enfor- 
cing, although  no  attempt  has  been   made 
at  their  formal  abolition.    It  has  long  been 
our  boast  that,  the  common  law  is  a  cease- 
less evolution,  adapting  itself  to  the  chan- 
ging   conditions    of    successive    generations. 
"It  is  not  an  unchangeable  code,  like  that 
of  the  Medes  and  Persians,   but   a    systerti 
that  has  grown  up  with  the  growth  of  civili 
zation,  and  is  capable  of  being  molded  to 
meet  the  wants  of  society  in  every  stage  of 
its  progress."    Berter  v.  Mullen^  159  N.  Y. 
34,  44  L.  R.  A.  703,  70  Am.  St.  Rep.  517. 
53  N.  E.  700.     In  Mentzer  v.  Western   V. 
Teleg.  Co,  93  Iowa,  757,  28  L.  R.  A.  72,  57 
Am.  St.  Rep.  294,  62  N.  W.  1,  we  adopted 
this  sentiment,  and  added :     "Should  it  [th» 
common  law]  ever  fail  to  be  adjustable  to 
the  new  conditions,  which  age  and  experi- 
ence bring,  then  its  usefulness  is  over,  and 
a  new  social  compact  mus^  be  entered  into. ' 
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If  the  truth  there  so  eloquently  and  convinc- 
ingly stated  is  now  to  be  ignored,  and  our 
bunction  given  to  the  resurrection  in  all  its 
ancient  vigor  of  a  rule  which  we  have  said 
was  "designed  to  meet  conditions  which  do 
not  here  exist,"  and  is  **so  unjust  in  its  prac- 
tical operation"  as  to  lead  to  its  general 
abandonment,  the  tributes  we  have  paid  to 
the  progressive  character  of  the  law  should 
be  frankly  withdrawn,  and  the  terms  of  the 
new  social  compact  have  our  serious  consid- 
eration. 

4.  The  rule  has  been  abolished  or  become 
obsolete  in  a  great  majority  of  the  states 
of  the  Union,  and,  in  voluntarily  adopting 
it  at  this  late  day,  we  put  ourselves  out 
of  harmony  with  the  law  as  it  exists  in  sis- 
ter jurisdictions.  Of  the  forty-five  states, 
twenty-seven  have  abolished  the  rule  by  stat- 
ute, although  in  seven  of  them  the  aboli- 
tion is  held  to  apply  to  wills,  and  not  to 
deeds.  In  several  of  the  new  states  the 
question  of  its  existence  has  never  been 
raised,  and  no  statute  abolishing  it  has  been 
passed;  the  states  evidently  being  satisfied 
that  the  rule  is  already  extinct  without  the 
aid  of  legislative  action.  This  decision  will 
bring  to  their  attention  the  important  truth 
that  some  forms  of  evil  may  go  into  "desue- 
tude" for  an  indefinite  length  of  time  with- 
out becoming  "innocuous."  In  Vermont, 
not  included  in  the  foregoing  classification, 
it  has  never  been  allowed  as  rule  of  prop- 
erty. Bmith  V.  Hastings,  29  Vt.  240;  Blake 
V.  Stone,  27  Vt.  475.  The  principal  states 
in  which  the  courts  have  notably  recognized 
the  rule  are  Pennsylvania,  Marj'land,  In- 
diana, and  Illinois,  and  in  at  least  two  of 
these  it  has  been  greatly  encroached  upon  by 
decisions  which  have  sought  to  relieve  it  of 
ftome  of  its  admittedly  harsh  features.  Mo- 
Ilhinny  v.  Mcllhinny,  137  Ind.  411,  24  L.  R. 
A.  489,  46  Am.  St.  Rep.  186,  37  N.  E.  147 ; 
Ridgetoay  v.  Lanphear,  99  Ind.  253 ;  Belslay 
V.  Engely  107  111.  182.  Elliott,  J.,  of  the 
Indiana  court  thus  indicated  his  view  of 
the  rule:  "Whatever  reasons  may  have 
once  existed  for  it  in  England  have  even 
there  long  since  ceased,  and  no  good  reason 
is  perceived  for  its  incorporation  into  the 
legal  policy  of  this  country."  Siccloff  v. 
Redman,  20  Ind.  251.  Mr.  Freeman  says 
that  questions  respecting  the  rule  possess 
"more  of  historic  interest  than  practical 
value."  Note  to  Polk  v.  Paris,  30  Am.  Dec. 
400.  Tlie  rule  itself  comes  from  an  age  of 
which  Blackstone  says :  "Its  ingenuity  per- 
plexed all  theology  with  the  subtility  of 
scholastic  learning  and  bewildered  philoso- 
phy with  its  mazes  of  metaphysical  jargon." 
The  same  singular  tendency  was  manifested 
in  the  law  of  tenures,  and  there  was  built 
up  a  system  of  real-estate  law  filled  with 
nice  distinctions  and  refined  reasoning,  the 
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great  body  of  which  is  at  this  time  of  as 
little  living  interest  as  are  those  ancient  dis- 
putations concerning  the  number  of  angels 
which  can  comfortably  stand  upon  the  point 
of  a  needle.  Most  of  these  mystifying, 
doubt-breeding  characteristics  of  English 
land  tenures  have  disappeared  with  the 
darkness  of  the  age  in  which  they  had  their 
birth.  Chancellor  Kent's  celebrated  "re- 
quiem," of  which  the  opinion  speaks,  was 
inspired  by  his  discovery  that  even  at  that 
early  date  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  had 
ceased  to  exist,  and  he  calls  his  flowery 
eulogy  upon  its  ancient  defenders  a  "hum- 
ble monument  to  departed  learning."  Does 
it  not  border  upon  sacrilege  for  us,  who 
should  be  foremost  in  showing  honor  to  tht^ 
great  chancellor,  to  remove  the  monument 
which  he  so  reverently  erected  and  exhume 
that  departed  learning  which  he  then  laid 
to  rest?  The  inquiry  which  the  majority 
make,  whether  the  "unfettering"  of  estates 
and  the  vesting  of  inheritances  are  not  still 
the  policy  of  the  law,  is  wholly  irrelevant  to 
the  question  before  us.  When  the  law  un- 
dertakes to  say  to  the  donor  that  his  gift 
of  a  life  estate  to  A,  with  remainder  to  his 
heirs,  shall  be  defeated  and  distorted  into  a 
gift  to  A  of  the  entire  fee,  but  that  a  life 
estate  to  A,  with  remainder  to  B  or  to  the 
children  of  B,  will  be  respected  and  en- 
forced, it  is  transparent  folly  to  pretend 
that  the  result  in  the  first  instance  is  to  be 
justified  upon  the  assumption  of  some  deep 
underlying  purpose  to  hasten  the  "unfetter- 
ing of  estates."  If  a  deed  or  will  be  ob- 
scure or  ambiguous,  \nd  there  is  a  mani- 
fest uncertainty  whether  the  estate  given 
was  intended  as  a  life  estate  or  fee,  then 
the  supposed  policy  to  which  the  inquiry 
refers  may  lead  the  court  to  decide  in  favor 
of  the  latter  construction;  but  where  there 
is  no  ambiguity  there  is  no  policy  of  the 
law  which  inclines  the  courts  to  disregard 
or  defeat  a  clearly  expressed  intention. 

5.  The  spirit  of  our  laws  and  great  body 
of  our  adjudicated  cases  sustain  the  propo- 
sition that  the  first  duty  of  the  court  is  to 
ascertain  the  intent  of  the  donor,  and.  if 
that  intent  be  lawful,  to  enforce  it.  Now,  a 
landowner  has  an  undoubted  perfect  legal 
right  to  g^ve  the  property  to  A  for  life  and 
to  heirs  of  A,  the  remainder  in  fee:  and 
this  is  true,  even  where  the  rule  in  Shelley's 
Case  prevails,  providing  only  he  makes  use 
of  a  choice  of  words  which  avoids  the  tech- 
nictil  pitfalls  which  that  rule  spreads  in  his 
path.  Why,  then,  in  this  one  instance, 
should  a  lawful  intent,  clearly  expressed,  be 
selected  for  defeat,  when  in  all  others  we 
feel  religiously  bound  to  effectuate  it?  In 
all  the  infinite  variety  of  litigation  arising 
from  matters  of  contract  and  upon  the  con- 
struction  of   written    instrument^through 
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which  title  to  property  is  traced  (save,  only, 
aa  this  rule  creates  an  unnatural  exception) , 
the  intent  of  the  parties  to  the  writing  is 
the  one  aim  of  judicial  inquiry.  To  that 
end  we  have  said,  so  repeatedly  that  cita- 
tions are  unnecessary,  the  entire  writing 
will  be  considered,  each  part  in  light  of  all 
the  others,  and  the  words  will  be  given  their 
popular  meaning  or  their  technical  signifi- 
cation according  as  it  may  appear  they  were 
intended  to  be  understood.  The  rule  in 
Shelley^a  Case  strikes  at  the  foundation  of 
this  principle  and  foists  upon  the  writing 
an  interpretation  wholly  foreign  to  the  mak- 
er's purpose.  That  such  is  the  case  is  not 
seriously  denied  by  the  majority.  They  say, 
however,  that,  while  it  does  serve  to  defeat 
the  "particular  intent"  of  the  donor,  it  gives 
force  to  his  "general  intent."  Just  what 
that  phrase  means  as  here  applied  I  am 
wholly  unable  to  comprehend.  The  donor 
expresses  his  intent  to  give  to  A  a  life  es- 
tate in  certain  property,  and  after  his  death 
to  the  heirs  of  A  in  fee.  The  "particu- 
lar" intent  is  plain  enough.  It  is  not  open 
to  any  doubt.  What  hidden  "general"  in- 
tent can  be  extracted  from  this  provision, 
the  accomplishment  of  which  makes  it  neces- 
sary to  destroy  the  remainder  given  to  the 
heirs  and  give  the  fee  to  him  from  whom 
it  was  expressly  withheld?  Indeed,  upon 
this  point  the  majority  opinion  yields  all 
that  the  most  strenuous  opponent  of  the  rule 
may  claim  when  it  says  that  by  its  appli- 
cation "the  words  in  question  are  wholly  de- 
prived of  their  natural  energy."  This  so- 
norous euphemism,  When  duly  studied,  will 
be  seen  to  mean  simply  this:  That  the  rule 
is  designed  not  only  to  defeat  the  expressed 
intent,  but  to  impose  upon  the  words  of  the 
donor  a  meaning  utterly  foreign  to  such  in- 
tent. In  other  words,  it  not  only  defeats 
the  will  or  deed  made  by  the  property  owner, 
but  proceeds  to  make  for  him  another  will 
or  deed  which  never  had  the  assent  of  his 
mind.  Such  a  proposition  is  not  to  be  de- 
fended as  a  matter  of  principle,  nor  should 
any  court  give  effect  thereto,  unless  re- 
quired by  statute  or  by  undoubted  control- 
ling precedent,  neither  of  which  overruling 
circumstances  confront  us  in  this  case. 
The  following  from  the  report  adopted  by 
the  State  Bar  Association  of  Pennsylvania, 
an  organization  which  counts  among  its 
members  many  great  lawyers  and  a  state 
where  practical  experience  has  demonstrated 
the  effect  of  the  rule,  is  worthy  of  much  con- 
sideration. The  State  Bar  Association  of 
Pennsylvania  by  a  large  majority  indorsed 
a  movement  for  the  abolition  of  the  rule, 
saying:  "That  this  rule  always  defeats  the 
real  intention  of  the  grantor  or  testator  is 
freely  admitted  by  everyone.  Of  what  avail 
are  the  canons  of  construction?  The  words 
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may  plainly  show  the  intent,  but  they  no 
longer  have  weight.  It  matters  not  what 
hardships  are  inflicted,  what  injustice  is 
done,  or  how  it  may  frustrate  the  plans  of 
the  testator.  This  relic  of  barbarism  is  In 
supreme  control,  and  its  power  will  con 
tinue  until  abridged  by  legislation.  So  lou^' 
as  this  imperious  rule  is  permitted  to  hoM 
sway,  there  will  be  uncertainty  as  to  the 
effect  of  grants  and  devises  on  this  line,  and 
the  result  must  be  contention  in  the  courts 
to  ascertain  whether  the  intention  of  th«> 
testator  falls  under  the  guillotine  of  that 
rule.  Feudal  tenures  have  long  since  be^^n 
abolished.  VVe  know  them  not  in  Pennsyl- 
vania, and  why  should  we  continue  in  fore 
a  rule  which,  as  now  enforced,  every  jud;;^ 
and  every  court  admits  is  antagonistic  to 
and  destructive  of  the  idea  of  allowing  the 
owner  free  will  in  the  disposition  of  his 
property."  Report  Pa.  State  Bar  Ass«>. 
1898,  p.  32. 

6.  Though  the  rule  claims  origin  so  far 
back  that  its  history  cannot  be  pret-i-ely 
traced,  and  has  been  the  object  of  indis- 
criminate, if  not  idolatrous,  adulation  upon 
part  of  its  defenders,  and  although  the  ca.^><» 
in  which  the  courts  have  struggled  with  it 
are  niunbered  by  the  thousands,  it  is  still  so 
obscure  in  its  statement  and  so  difficult  of 
apprehension  that  it  has  been  and  must  be. 
wherever  it  prevails,  a  more  fruitful  source 
of  strife  and  litigation  than  any  other  on^ 
question  affecting  land  titles.  No  clearer  or 
more  learned  statement  of  the  nature  of  the 
rule  has  been  or  can  be  made  than  is  con 
tained  in  the  majority  opinion;  and  when  I 
say  it  constitutes  a  labyrinthine  puzzle,  in 
which  the  whole  profession  may  enter  and 
no  two  lawyers  find  the  same  exit,  it  casts 
no  reflection  upon  those  who  formulated  the 
stuteiiient,  but  simply  demonstrates  the  in- 
herent weakness  and  uncertainty  of  the  prop- 
osition which  they  attempt  to  defend.  The 
most  skilful  of  the  captive  brickmakers  in 
Egypt  oould  not  make  bricks  without  straw, 
and  the  most  expert  legal  dialectician  who 
undertakes  to  clothe  the  rule  in  Shelley't 
Cane  with  the  varnish  of  plausibility  finds 
hiutself  confronted  with  a  poverty  of  ma- 
terial compared  with  which  the  destitution 
of  the  oppressed  Israelites  was  a  wasteful 
abundance.  If,  then,  in  such  case,  they  who 
enter  the  lists  of  apologists  betake  themsolve;^ 
to  the  thick  mists  of  black-letter  learnins. 
it  is  not  so  much  from  choice  as  from  the 
necessities  of  the  position  they  have  as- 
sumed. In  that  uncertainty  is  found  one  of 
the  most  persuasive  reasons  why  this  stat^. 
thus  for  happily  free  from  the  perplexities 
which  inevitably  follow  recognition  of  the 
rule,  should  not  be  subjected  to  its  influence. 
The  definitions  of  the  principle  by  ciuirt^ 
and  law  writers  are  numerous,  varying  only 
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in  the  degree  of  obscurity  in  which  they  are 
clouded*  The  centuries  of  its  history  have 
been  insufficient  for  its  advocates  to  find 
common  ground  on  which  to  stand  in  its 
practical  application,  and  the  lawyer  who 
sets  out  to  discover  the  "weight  of  authori- 
ty" upon  many  of  its  phases  soon  finds 
himself  lost  in  an  impenetrable  forest  of 
varying  precedents  and  discordant  opinions. 
A  few  years  since  a  young  l^iwyer,  seek- 
ing "more  light"  upon  the  subject,  addressed 
a  request  to  the  American  Law  Review,  then 
edited  by  Seymour  D.  Thompson  and  Leon- 
ard A.  Jones,  both  eminent  law  writers,  ask- 
ing for  "a  good,  plain,  common  sense,  easy- 
to-be-understood  definition  of  the  nile"  in 
Shelley* 8  Case,  and  received  answer  as  fol- 
lows: "Not  having  the  capacity  to  under- 
stand the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case,  or  to  ac- 
quire an  understanding  of  it  by  any  degree 
of  diligence  within  the  limits  of  a  lifetime, 
we  find  ourselves  unable  to  comply  with  the 
modest  request  of  our  esteemed  correspond- 
ent." [27  Am.  L.  Rev.  622.]  Lord  Mac- 
naghten  says,  in  Van  Orutten  v.  Fowwell, 
[1897]  A.  G.  668,  that  learned  writers  on 
the  subject  are  not  agreed  as  to  the  mode 
in  which  the  rule  operates.  Sir  Edward 
Sugden  despairingly  declares  that  "no  man 
can  reconcile  the  decisions."  Montgomery 
v.  Montgomery,  3  Jones  &  L.  47.  In  Perrin 
v.  Blake,  Mr.  Justice  Blackstone  8p<^e  of 
the  rule  as  being  flexible,  and  left  some 
room  for  construction  in  accord  with  the 
manifest  intent  of  the  testator.  After  his 
death  Lord  Macnaghten  (Tan  Grutten  v. 
Foxwell)  and  Lord  Thurlow  (3  Jur.  Ex. 
363)  were  at  much  pains  to  explain  that 
Blackstone  did  not  really  mean  what  he 
Raid,  and  that  the  rule  is  as  inflexible  and 
unyielding  as  the  law  of  gravitation.  9 
Wash.  L.  Rep.  258,  says  that  from  the  date 
of  the  ingraftment  of  the  rule  upon  the 
common  law  "it  has  been  the  source  of  per- 
plexity to  the  courts,  and  of  endless  annoy- 
ance to  the  bar,  as  well  as  absolute  wrong 
tc»  the  testator  and  heirs,  has  perverted, 
changed,  and  abrogated  the  intention  of 
donors,  and  thereby  proved  a  Pandora's  box 
of  legal  troubles  and  the  destruction  of  the 
peace  of  families  and  the  consumer  of  their 
estates."  In  Pennsylvania  the  rule  haa  been 
adhered  to  from  the  early  history  of  the 
state,  and  there,  if  anjrwhere,  we  should  look 
for  the  law  to  be  settled.  An  experienced 
lawyer  of  that  state,  writing  in  36  Am. 
L.  Reg.  N.  S.  239,  tabulates  not  less  than 
100  cases  involving  the  rule,  decided  by  the 
supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania,  in  which  the 
same  words  "heirs,"  "heirs  of  the  body." 
"ipsue,"  ••children,"  and  other  similar  forms 
of  expression  have  been  construed  with  such 
variant  and  cfjntradictory  results  that  he 
justly  declares  that  before  a  moinber  of  the 
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profession  undertakes  to  draw  a  deed  or  will 
giving  the  first  taker  an  estate  for  life  with 
remainder  to  his  issue,  heirs,  or  children  (a 
perfectly  legal  method  of  conveying  or 
transmitting  title,  if  one  is  fortunate 
enough  to  select  the  right  form  of  words, 
he  should  "stop,  look,  and  ponder,  for  the 
beaten  path  is  treacherous."  After  review- 
ing the  cases,  he  comes  to  the  very  just  con- 
clusion that,  even  after  the  lawyer  has 
given  to  the  preparation  of  such  instrument-^ 
the  best  thought  of  which  he  is  capable, 
his  confidence  in  its  being  construed  accord- 
ing to  its  intent  must  rest  solely  on  the 
dubious  hope  that  the  court  will  follow  one 
line  of  its  decisions  rather  than  the  other. 
This  condition  is  typical  of  the  state  of  the 
case  law  of  ev«ry  jurisdiction  where  the 
rule  has  been  applied,  and  it  fully  justifies 
the  same  lawyer's  summing  up:  "A  rule  of 
law  may  be  gray  with  age,  and  therefore  ven- 
erable ;  but  it  may  also  be  gray  with  mildew." 
Mr.  Feame,  in  his  preface  to  his  great  work 
on  £Jontingent  Remainders,  says  that  "one 
of  the  greatest  judges  who  ever  lived  tells 
us  that  such  is  the  number  and  character  of 
the  decisions  on  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case 
and  its  kindred  topics  that  the  mind  is 
overwhelmed  by  their  multitude  and  the  sub- 
tility  of  the  distinctions  between  them." 
Judge  Lyman  P.  Trumbull,  of  national  fame 
as  a  lawyer  and  statesman,  says  the  rule  in 
Shelley*8  Case  "has  contributed  more  than 
all  other  causes  combined  to  defeat  the 
wishes  and  purposes  of  persons  who  have 
attemped  to  dispose  of  their  estates  by  will," 
and  characterizes  it  as  "a  rule  coming  down 
from  the  Dark  Ages  and  promulgated 
by  some  judge  in  the  case  of  one  Shelley, 
declaring  that  the  word  'heirs'  in  a  will  or 
deed  was,  in  certain  cases,  a  word  of  limita- 
tion, and  not  of  purchase,  whatever  that 
means.  Where  and  for  what  purpose  this 
rule  was  promulgated  nobody  exactly  knows, 
and  its  meaning  nobody  except  one  learned 
in  blackletter  law  understands,  and  it  is 
doubtful  if  he  does.  To  the  common  mind 
the  rule  is  nonsense."  27  Am.  Law  Rev.  321. 
Let  us  note  some  of  the  intricacies  in 
which  the  subject  has  become  involved. 
While,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  rule, 
a  gift  to  A,  with  remainder  to  his  heirs, 
will  v«st  A  with  the  entire  estate,  and  give 
the  heirs  nothing,  and  yet  it  is  held  that,  if 
the  word  "heirs"  is  found  to  have  been  used 
as  the  equivalent  or  synonym  of  "children," 
the  donor's  intent  will  prevail,  and  A  will 
take  a  life  estate  only.  Shimer  v.  Mann, 
99  Ind.  190,  60  Am.  Rep.  82;  CrxswelVs 
Appeal,  41  Pa.  288.  So,  too,  it  has  often 
been  held  that  a  remainder  over  to  th<^ 
"child,"  or  "children,"  or  "issue,"  of  the 
life  tenant,  will  not  enlarge  the  life  tenancy 
into  a  fee.     Chambers  v.   Payne^9  N. 
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(6  Jones,  Eq.)  276.  But  let  U3  beware. 
This  avenue  of  escape  is  also  beset  witli 
thorns.  If,  upon  reading  the  instrument, 
the  court  thinks  that  you  used  the  word 
"child,"  "children,"  or  *'is8ue"  as  the  equiv- 
alent or  synonym  of  "heirs,"  then  the  rule 
steps  in  to  destroy  the  life  estate  you  at- 
tempted to  create,  and  gives  the  entire  title 
to  a  person  you  did  not  intend  should  have 
it.  2  Flintoff,  Real  Prop.  128;  Robinson  v. 
Rohinson,  1  Burr.  38;  Doe  ex  dem.  Jones  v. 
DavieSf  4  Barn.  &  Ad.  43;  Lees  v.  Mosley, 

1  Younge  &  C.  Exch.  689;  Roddy  v.  Fits- 
gerald,  G  H.  L.  Cas.  823;  Simpers  v.  Sim- 
persy  15  Md.  160.  So  it  has  been  held 
that  if  to  the  limitation  to  "heirs"  there  be 
added  the  words  "share  and  share  alike," 
or  other  similar  expressions,  the  rule  may 
be  avoided.     Mills  v.  Thore,  95  N.  C.  362; 

2  Minor,  Inst.  404 ;  Shreve  v.  Shrevej  43  Md. 
382;  Taylor  v,  deary ^  29  Gratt.  453;  Sur- 
ges V.  Thompson,  13  R.  I.  712.  Exactly  the 
opposite  conclusion  has  been  reached  by 
many  other  authorities.  DeVaughn  v.  Eutph- 
insony  165  U.  S.  566,  41  L.  ed.  827,  17  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  461;  Doe  ex  dem.  Cock  v.  Cooper, 
1  East,  229;  Jesson  v.  Doe,  2  Bligh,  1; 
GHmes  v.  Shirk,  169  Pa.  83,  32  Atl.  113. 
A  devise  to  husband  and  wife  for  life,  with 
remainder  to  their  heirs,  falls  within  the 
rule.  McFeely  v.  Moore,  5  Ohio,  465,  24  Am. 
Dec.  314;  Aurnan  v.  Auman,  21  Pa.  343. 
A  devise  to  a  husband  for  life,  with  remain- 
der to  his  heirs  by  his  present  wife,  falls 
Avithout  rule.  Den  ex  dem.  Creswiok  v. 
Hohson,  2  W.  Bl.  695;  Vernon  v.  Wright, 
7  H.  L.  Cas.  36. 

Indeed,  witliout  threading  this  maze  any 
further, — and  we  have  here  scarcely  entered 
its  border, — we  may  say  that  about  the  only 
method  by  which  the  donor  can  give  a  life 
(estate  to  another,  with  a  remainder  to  the 
heirs  of  the  donee,  and  feel  reasonably  sure 
that  his  purpose  will  not  be  judically 
thwarted,  is  to  create  the  life  estate  and  the 
remamder  by  separate  instruments;  and 
this  method  is  probably  not  open  to  one  who 
wishes  to  pass  the  estate  by  will,  instead  of 
by  deed.  1  Fearne,  Contingent  Remainders, 
71;  1  Preston,  Estates,309;  Moore  v.  Park- 
er, 1  Ld.  Raym.  37;  Coape  v.  Arnold,  31 
Eng.  L.  &  Eq.  133;  2  Washb.  Real  Prop.  6th 
od.  §  1605.  It  is  but  little  short  of  the  lu- 
dicrous to  find  that  this  rule,  to  which  its 
adherents  have  for  ages  invited  attention  as 
the  product  of  profound  wisdom  and  as  an 
indispensable  safeguard  of  property  rights 
and  promoter  of  wise  public  policy,  is,  when 
reduced  to  its  lowest  terms,  a  simple  declara- 
tion that  you  shall  not  by  a  single  written 
instrument  do  that  whicli  you  may  lawfully 
and  effectually  axjcomplish  by  two.  Every 
one  of  the  five  distinction  a  by  wliich  the  rule 
is  siuTounded — and  I  have  mentioned  but  a 
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mere  fraction  of  them — is  an  open  door  to 
untold  litigation.  There  is  not  another  doc- 
trine connected  with  the  law  of  real  estate 
which  has  been  productive  of  so  much  strife, 
not  another  which  the  courts  have  involved 
in  such  obscurity  and  uncertainty,  and  not 
another  of  w^hich  it  can  be  so  truly  said  that 
its  application  is  invariably  a  triumph  of  in- 
justice. 

7.  The  final  argument  of  every  apologi«t 
for  that  rule  is  that  it  is  intended  to  prevent 
the  tying  up  of  estates,  and  is  therefore  in 
accord  with  the  general  policy  of  our  laws. 

A  little  reflection  will  reveal  the  fallacy  of 
the  argument.  It  is  not  the  policy  of  our 
laws  to  restrict,  invalidate,  or  disoouragie 
the  creation  of  life  estates.  On  the  con- 
trary, we  have  by  express  statute  provided, 
not  only  that  the  property  owner  may  sus- 
pend the  power  of  sale  for  the  lifetime  of  a 
person  in  being,  but  for  twenty-one  years 
thereafter.  Neither  has  it  ever  been  the  pol- 
icy of  the  common  law  to  discourage  or 
destroy  life  estates  for  the  purpose  of  "re- 
moving dogs"  upon  the  alienability  of  lands. 
During  all  the  years  since  the  rule  in  Shel- 
ley's Case  came  into  being,  the  ripht  to  cre^t** 
life  estates  in  almost  eveiy  conceivable  meth- 
od (save  only  the  one  form  at  which  that  rui«r 
is  aimed)  has  been  recognized,  upheld,  and 
enforced  by  the  courts  with  unvarying  regu- 
larity. Thus  it  happens  that,  while  forbid- 
ding the  donor  to  give  a  life  estate  to  A, 
with  a  remainder  to  A's  heirs,  he  has  been 
at  perfect  liberty  to  give  a  life  estate  to  A, 
with  remainder  to  the  heirs  of  A's  wife,  or 
to  the  heirs  of  A's  mother-in-law,  or  to  the 
heirs  of  an  entire  stranger.  The  same  com- 
mon law  permitted  the  piling  of  one  life 
estate  upon  another  in  the  most  puzzling 
confusion.  It  created  life  estates  for  the 
benefit  of  the  surviving  wife,  and  husband, 
and  for  the  tenant  in  tail  alter  the  possi- 
bility of  issue  has  ceased.  It  construed 
every  deed  which  omitted  the  magic  word 
"heirs"  as  conveying  a  mere  life  estate.  It 
upheld  the  entailment  of  estates  and  the 
law  of  primogeniture,  and  all  the  other  elab- 
orate and  multifarious  devices  by  whioh  the 
alienability  of  lands  was  held  in  cheek  and 
the  estates  of  great  families  preserved,  even 
at  the  expense  of  their  creditors.  In  view  of 
this  history,  the  faith  which  can  discover  in 
the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  a  benevolent  de- 
sign to  facilitate  transfers  of  title  comes 
clearly  within  St.  Paul's  definition:  **'The 
substance  of  things  hoped  for;  the  evidenc»* 
of  things  not  seen."  Even  in  England,  with 
all  its  conservative  adherence  to  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  law,  the  lawyers  sjre  ceasing  to 
deceive  themselves  by  this  sort  of  sophistry. 
In  a  recent  [1871]  paper  read  before  the 
Juridical  Society  of  London,  Sir  George  Bow- 
yer  says:     "The  celebrated  rule  in  Shelley't 
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Case,  which  has  caused  so  much  discussion, 
ii>  based  on  feudal  reasons  which  are  now 
obsolete."  3  Juridical  Society  Papers,  543. 
So,  also,  in  most  states  in  wnich  the  rule 
still  prevails,  the  courts  no  longer  assert 
such  defense  of  the  rule,  but  candidly  admit 
it  has  no  foundation  in  the  present  order  of 
things.  As  an  instance,  the  Indiana  court 
says  there  *'was  not  much  reason  for  its  [the 
rule]  at  the  time  of  its  adoption,  and  none 
at  all  under  the  existing  system  of  tenures 
and  conveyances."  Ridgeway  v.  Lanphear, 
99  Ind.  253.  If  the  creation  of  life  estat<?9 
be  inimical  to  the  welfare  or  prosperity  of 
the  people,  it  is  within  the  power  of  the 
legislature  to  regulate  or  prohibit  them.  It 
has  not  done  so,  and  the  court  is  not  con- 
stituted the  guardian  of  the  people,  with 
power  to  enact  rules  of  property  which  the 
law-making  power  does  not  see  fit  to  adopt. 
On  the  contrary,  the  creation  of  a  fee,  the 
enjoyment  of  which  is  postponed  to  the  ter- 
mination of  a  life  estate,  being  within  the 
conceded  power  of  the  landowner,  the  court 
should  feel  in  duty  and  in  conscience  bound 
to  protect  its  exercise,  and  not  go  out  of  its 
way  to  recall  a  disused  and  discredited  prin- 
ciple to  defeat  it. 

8.  It  is  the  just  and  appropriate  tendency 
of  the  laws  of  this  country  to  promote  sim- 
plicity of  contract  and  the  easy  creation  and 
transfer  of  titles  to  property,  and  to  ignore 
the  merely  technical,  wherever  it  is  neces- 
sary to  attain  the  ends  of  substantial  justice. 
In  England  conveyancing  is,  or  has  been, 
largely  the  work  of  skilled  men  constitut- 
ing a  learned  profession,  and  under  such 
circumstances  it  is  perhaps  a  fair  presump- 
tion that  technical  words  are  intended  to 
have  a  technical  effect.  In  this  country, 
and  especially  in  the  western  states,  the 
great  majority  of  deeds  and  wills  are  drawn 
or  executed  by  others  than  lawyers  or  men 
having  expert  knowledge  of  conveyancing. 
Justices  of  the  peace,  notaries,  bank  clerks, 
and  sometimes  clergymen  and  physicians, 
prepare  these  instruments  for  their  patrons 
and  neighbors.  The  inherent  ineradicable 
vice  by  which  the  rule  in  Shelley* a  Case  is  dif- 
ferentiated from  all  our  hitherto  accepted 
rules  of  law  is  that  it  gives  to  words  a  mean- 
ing and  effect  diametrically  opposed  to  their 
universally  accepted  meaning  among  the  peo- 
ple, including  people  of  education  and  experi- 
ence who  use  and  understand  the  English  lan- 
guage, and  thus  creates  a  snare  by  which 
the  average  person,  learned  and  unlearned, 
finds  it  impossible  to  express  his  intent,  no 
matter  how  lucidly  it  be  stated,  with  any 
certainty  that  it  will  be  respected  by  the 
courts.  The  average  grantor  and  most  of 
the  scriveners  never  heard  of  Shelley* s  Case. 
They  have  all  heard  the  word  "heirs,"  and 
know  what  it  means  in  ordinary  parlance, 
<;0  L.  11.  A. 


but  have  yet  to  discover  that  none  but  a 
veteran  lawyer  can  write  that  word  in  a 
deed  or  will  without  danger  of  defeating  the 
intention  which  to  the  ordinary  mind  has 
been  expressed  with  the  utmost  clearness. 
For  a  well-to-do  person  to  desire  to  give  a 
life  estate  in  land  to  a  child,  with  a  remain- 
der over  to  the  offspring  of  such  child,  is  a 
matter  of  everyday  occurrence  in  almost 
every  neighborhood.  He  has  both  the  legal 
and  moral  right  to  thus  fence  against  ine 
weakness  or  misfortune  of  the  child,  and  at 
the  same  time  preserve  the  inheritance  for 
the  grandchildren.  The  statute  which  gives 
voice  to  the  public  policy  of  the  state  ex- 
pressly permits  him  to  suspend  the  absolute 
power  of  controlling  and  conveying  the 
property  for  the  period  of  a  life  in  being  and 
twenty-one  years  thereafter.  Code,  §  2901. 
His  object  is  a  laudable  one,  and,  if  carried 
into  effect,  tends  to  the  public  benefit,  in 
that  it  insures  the  objects  of  his  bounty 
against  becoming  public  charges.  Now,  let 
us  note  the  experience  of  the  farmer  or  bus- 
iness man,  who  goes,  as  he  is  quite  sure  to 
do,  to  a  nonprofessional  conveyancer  and 
asks  to  have  prepared  an  instrument  which 
shall  secure  certain  property  to  his  son  for 
life,  and  after  the  son's  death  to  his  children 
or  heirs  absolutely.  The  conveyancer,  rash- 
ly believing  that,  if  he  draws  an  instrument 
which  states  exactly  what  the  father  wishes 
to  do,  the  law  will  uphold  and  enforce  the 
clearly  expressed  intention,  writes:  "Know 
all  men  by  these  presefats,  that  I,  A  B,  in 
consideration  of  the  love  and  affection  I  bear 
to  my  son,  C  D,  hereby  grant  and  convey  to 
the  said  C  D  the  following  described  lands, 
.  .  .  to  have  and  hold  for  and  during  the 
term  of  his  natural  life,  and  after  the  death 
of  my  said  son  to  his  heirs  in  fee  simple." 
The  father,  having  executed  this  instrument 
and  put  the  son  in  possession,  fondly  suppos- 
es that  his  benevolent  purpose  is  now  assured. 
But,  if  the  rule  in  8helley*s  Case  is  still  the 
law  of  his  jurisdiction,  he  may  awake  the  next 
day  to  see  that  land  seized  and  sold  for  the 
son's  debt,  or  to  see  the  son  himself  squander 
the  entire  inheritance  in  the  nearest  bucket 
shop  or  upon  a  horse  race.  Too  late  he  goes 
with  his  troubles  to  a  lawyer,  who,  after  dust- 
ing  his  Kent's  Commentaries  and  making 
sure  that  he  correctly  remembers  the  rule, 
tells  his  client  there  is  no  hope.  "It  is  true," 
he  says,  "you  intended  to  give  your  son  a  sim- 
ple life  estate  in  the  land,  and  it  is  equally 
true  you  stated  that  intention  in  so  many 
plain  English  words;  but  unfortunately  you 
gave  the  remainder  after  his  death  to  his 
'iieirs.'  If,  instead  of  this  word,  you  had 
said  'children,'  or  'wife  and  children,'  or  had 
described  these  persons  by  their  individual 
namos  or  liad  made  the  heirs  of  a  strantjeV. 
instead   of  your   son,   the  objects   of  your 
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bounty,  the  property  might  have  been  saved ; 
but  you  failed  to  understand  that  it  is  some- 
times a  legal  mistake  to  clearly  express  a 
lej^al  intention.  Of  course,  these  'children' 
Avill  be  'heirs'  of  your  son  if  they  survive 
him,  and  you  supposed  the  terms  to  be  con- 
vertible, but  nemo  est  hcprea  viventis.  Hav- 
ing used  that  fatal  word,  the  fact  that  every 
person  of  common  sense  and  intelligence 
understands  that  you  did  not  mean  to  give 
this  land  to  your  son  absolutely,  the  fact 
that  you  had  the  unquestioned  legal  right  to 
give  him  a  life  estate  only,  and  the  fact  that 
you  have  expressed  that  intention  with  all 
the  clearness  and  exactness  of  which  our 
mother  tongue  is  capable,  all  these  things 
count  as  nothing,  and  the  inheritance  you 
designed  for  your  helpless  grandchildren 
must  go  to  swell  the  list  of  offerings  upon  the 
altar  of  Shelley's  Case.**  If  he  is  so  consti- 
tuted that  the  hall-mark  of  the  Dark  Ages  is 
a  sufficient  passport  to  his  confidence,  he  will 
find  food  for  comfort  in  learning  that  he 
has  simply  come  in  collision  with  "a  Gothic 
colunm  found  among  the  remains  of  feudal- 
ity," and  in  any  event  he  will  have  cause  to 
congratulate  himself  upon  the  narrow  escape 
from  the  grave  responsibility  of  "producing 
an  amphibious  species  of  inheritance." 

The  disposition  which  this  man  sought  to 
mak<e  of  his  property  was  natural,  commend- 
able, and  lawful.  Why  should  the  court 
make  it  unnecessarily  difficult,  and  con- 
struct or  adopt  artificial  and  oppressive 
rules  to  thwart  the  purpose  of  the  donor? 
If  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  had  never  exist- 
ed, and  it  was  now  proposed  for  the  first 
time,  every  court  and  lawyer  in  the  United 
States  would  respond  with  a  prompt  and  em- 
phatic protest  against  a  plan  so  inconsist- 
ent with  the  spirit  of  our  civilization  and 
ao  abhorrent  to  the  principles  of  reason  and 
justice.  As  this  state  has  never  been  sub- 
ject to  its  infiuence,  we  should  be  no  les^ 
prompt  and  earnest  in  denying  it  a  place  in 
our  legal  system.  The  suggestion  made  by 
the  majority  that  few  instances  are  likely  to 
nrisf  requiring  this  court  to  apply  the  rule 
adds  nothing  to  the  argument.  Yew  de- 
mands have  hitherto  been  made  for  the  en- 
forcement of  the  rule  in  Shelley's  CasCj  sim- 
ply because  the  great  body  of  the  profession 
has  taken  this  court  at  its  word  that  such 
rule  is  not  recognized  as  the  law  of  Iowa. 
Now  that  we  have  announced  otherwise,  it 
requires  no  prophet's  vision  to  foresee  the 
rapid  increase  in  such  litigation.  Of  the 
further  suggestion  that  there  are  other 
rules  and  principles  of  real-estate  law  com- 
ing from  feudal  times  which  are  admittedly 
in  force,  though  having  no  apparent  justifi- 
cation in  modem  conditions,  I  have  only  to 
^•ny  that,  conceding  this  to  be  true,  I  am  still 
nuablo  to  admit  the  soundness  of  the  logic 
(i:>  L.  R.  A. 


which  justifies  the  adoption  of  an  admitted- 
ly vicious  rule  by 'showing  that  we  arc  al- 
ready burdene(^  with  others  equally  bad. 

In  my  opinion  the  judgment  of  the  dis- 
trict court  should  be  reversed. 

Sherwln,  Oh.  J. :  I  concur  in  the  dissent^ 
ing  opinion  of  Mr.  Justice  Weaver. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled. 


WISCONSIN   LUMBER   CO^^IPANY 

V. 

GREENE     &     WESTERN     TELEPHONE 
COMPANY,  Appi. 


CITIZENS'  NATIONAL  BANK 

V. 

SAME,  App*. 


SECURITY  BANK 

V, 

SAME,  Appi, 


(. 


.Iowa ) 


1.  A  JndflTiiieiit  Tvlll  not  be  revereetf  be- 
MTAS  tested  by  TrbAt  ttab  called  a  aio- 
tlon  to  Btrlke,  Instead  of  by  demarrer.  al- 
though the  practice  is  improper,  where  the 
motion  has  been  treated  by  the  parties  as  In 
effect  a  demurrer. 
canse    tbe    ■uiUclency    of   an    ansifrer 

2.'  The  rlffht  to  moire  to  etrtke  para« 
arrMpbs  of  anaw-er  is  not  waived  by  filin;: 
demurrers,  where,  after  the  demurrers  are 
filed,  the  petition  is  amended,  and  tbe  an- 
swer is  then  amended  to  meet  the  new  matter 
in  the  petition. 

SI.  A  corporation  cannot  accept  Btock 
■nbBcrlptlons  necnred  by  it*  olBcers, 
and  repudiate  tbe  promise  to  take  back  the 
stock  under  certain  circumstances. 

4.  A  corporation  bas  poiver  to  niake 
valid  contracts  for  tbe  repnrcbaae  of 
Its  own  stock  in  the  absence  of  charter 
restrictions. 

5.  A  corporation  cannot  refuse  tl»  per- 
form Its  contract  to  allow  subecrtbers  to 
stock  free  passes,  or  to  repurchase  the  stock 
at  the  price  paid,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
contrary  to  public  policy. 

G.  A  corporation  cannot  refuse  to  carry 
out  its  contract  to  repurchase  tbe 
stock  of  certain  subscribers  upon  certain 
contingencies  on  the  ground  that  other  stock- 
holders were  not  given  the  same  right  to  re- 
turn their  stock ;  at  least  where  there  is  no 


Note. — As  to  power  of  corporation  to  deal  in 
its  own  stock  generally,  see  note  to  Hall  v. 
Henderson,   Ql   L.    R.   A.   621. 

As  to  estoppel  of  corporation  to  set  up  plea 
of  ultra  vii-es,  see  First  Nat.  Bank  v.  Guardian 
Trust  Co.  70  L.  R,  A. — ,and  cases  In  footnote 
thereto. 
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showing  of  any  prejudice  to  the  other  stock- 
holders. 
7.  That  m  written  tender  !•  not  kept 
sood  mm  required  by  atatnte  will  not 
defeat  a  Judgment  directing  the  repurchase 
of  stock  according  to  contract,  ii  the  shares 
were  produced  in  court  at  the  trial,  and  filed 
with  the  clerk. 

(December  13,  1904.) 

APPEALS  by  defendant  from  judgments 
of  the  District  Court  for  Cerro  Gordo 
County  in  favor  of  plaintiffs  in  actions 
brought  to  recover  the  vahie  of  certain 
shares  of  stock  which  defendant  had  agreed 
to  repurchase  from  plaintiffs.    Affirmed. 

Statement  by  Deemer,  Ch.  J.: 

Actions  to  recover  the  par  value  of  cer- 
tain shares  of  stock  in  the  defendant  com- 
pany, pursuant  to  a  contract  whereby  the 
defendant  promised  and  agreed  that,  in  the 
event  it  sold  any  of  its  connections,  fran- 
chises, or  business  in  the  state  of  Minnesota, 
it  would  repurchase  of  the  plaintiffs  and 
pay  the  par  value  of  any  shares  of  stock  in 
the  company  owned  and  held  by  them.  The 
three  actions  are  based  on  identical  con- 
tracts and  arrangements,  and  are  the  same, 
except  as  to  parties  and  the  number  of 
shares  held  by  them.  The  defendant  filed 
answers  in  each  case,  to  which  the  plaintiffs 
separately  filed  motions  to  strike  i^nd  de- 
murrers. The  motions  were  each  sustained, 
and,  defendant  electing  to  stand  upon  its 
answers,  judgment  was  rendered  against 
it  in  each  case  as  prayed.  Defendant  ap- 


Messra,  Clissitt,  Rvle,  A  Keeler  and 
J.  J,  Clark,  for  appellant: 

The  demurrer  waived  the  right  to  file  the 
motion. 

White  Oak  v.  Oakaloosa,  44  Iowa,  512; 
1  Boone,  Code  PI.  §  249;  Neio  York  Ice 
Co,  V.  Northwestern  Ine.  Co.  21  How.  Pr. 
234,  12  Abb.  Pr.  74:  RusscV  v.  Chambers, 
31  Minn.  54,  16  N.  W.  458;  Smith  v.  Coun- 
triman,  30  N.  Y.  055. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  answer  was 
an  improper  method  of  testing  the  sufficien- 
cy of  the  matters  of  defense  presented. 

Clark  V.  Cressy  20  Iowa,  50;  Evans  v. 
Rohbins,  29  Iowa,  472;  Hall  v.  Harris,  61 
Iowa,  500,  13  N.  W.  665,  16  N.  W.  535; 
WaUer  V.  Pumphrey,  82  Iowa,  487,  48  N. 
W.  928;  State  ex  rel.  McDonald  v.  De- 
Krnif,  72  Iowa,  488,  34  N.  W.  607;  Irwin 
v.  Yeagery  74  Iowa,  174,  37  N.  W.  136: 
Wattels  V.  Minchen,  93  Iowa,  517,  61  N. 
W.  015;  Van  Sickle  v.  Keith.  88  Iowa,  0,  5.'5 
N.  W.  42;  Rhoadabeck  v.  Blair  Town  Lot 
d  Land  Co,  62  Iowa.  370.  17  N.  W.  5H2; 
Bowman  v.  Chicago^  St,  P,  d  K.  C,  R.  Oo. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


86  Iowa,  490,  53  N.  W.  327;  Gjerstadcngen 
V.  Hartzell,  8  N.  D.  424,  79  N.  VV.  872; 
Hurd  V.  Ladner,  110  Iowa,  203,  81  N.  W- 
470;  Childs  v.  Oriswold,  15  Iowa,  438; 
Wade  V.  Bridges,  24  Ark.  509;  Pacific  Fac 
tor  Co,  V.  Adler,  98  Cal.  271,  26  Am.  St. 
Rep.  106,  27  Pac.  36;  Aitken  V.  Clark,  15 
Abb.  Pr.  319;  Davis  v.  Louisville  d  N.  R. 
Co.  108  Ala.  660,  18  So.  687:  Wilson  v. 
Marks,  18  Fla.  322;  Orne  v.  Cook,  31  111. 
238;  State  ex  rel.  Nave  v.  yewlin,  69  Ind. 
108;  Burk  v.  Taylor,  103  Ind.  399.  3  N.  E. 
129;  Savage  v.  Challiss,  4  Kan.  319;  Arm- 
stead  v.  Neptune,  56  Kan.  750,  44  Pac.  998 ; 
Littlejohn  v.  Greeley,  13  Abb.  Pr.  311,  22 
How.  Pr.  345:  Smith  v.  Amcncan  Tur- 
quoise Co,  77  Hun,  192,  28  N.  Y.  Supp. 
329;  Mason  v.  Dutcher,  24  N.  Y.  Civ.  Proc. 
Rep.  345,  33  N.  Y.  Supp.  689 ;  1  Boone,  Code 
PI.  S  256;  Finch  V.  Finch,  10  Ohio  St. 
501;  State  use  of  Wyandot  County  v. 
Harper,  6  Ohio  St.  607,  67  Am.  Dec.  363; 
Walter  v.  Fowler,  85  N.  Y.  621;  McCam- 
mack  V.  McCammack,  80  Ind.  387;  Jacksoi% 
V.  Lebar,  53  Cal.  257. 

Without  bringing  stock  into  court  for  de- 
fendant, written  tender  was  of  no  avail. 

Code,  S  3061;  Johnson  v.  Triggs,  4  G. 
Greene,  97;  Freeman  v.  Fleming,  5  Iowa, 
460;  Mohn  V.  Stoner,  11  Iowa,  30,  14  Iowa, 
115;  Warrington  v.  Pollard,  24  Iowa,  281.  ' 
96  Am.  Dec.  727;  Shugart  v.  Pattee,  37 
Iowa,  422. 

The  agreements  for  free  passes  and  to  re- 
purchase the  stock  were  fraudulent  and  void 
as  to  the  company,  other  stockholders,  and 
creditors,  against  good  public  policy,  and 
void;  and  defendant  had  a  right  to  make 
such  defense. 

2  Clark  &  M.  Priv.  Corp.  §  397;  Melrin 
v.  Lamar  Ins,  Co.  80  111.  446,  22  Am.  Rep. 
199;  White  Mountains  R.  Co.  v.  Eastman^ 
34  N.  H.  124;  Blodgett  v.  MorHll,  20  Vt. 
509;  Robinson  v.  Pittsburgh  «{•  (\  U.  ^''  :^2 
Pa.  334,  72  Am.  Dec.  792;  Downie  v.  White, 
12  Wis.  176,  78  Am.  Dec.  731;  Upton  v. 
Tribilcock,  91  U.  S.  45,  23  L.  -d.  203; 
Brigham  V.  Mead,  10  Allen,  245;  Buffalo 
d  N.  Y,  City  R.  Co.  v.  Dudley,  14  N.  Y. 
336;  Seymour  v.  Sturgess,  26  N.  Y.  134: 
Sawyer  v.  Hoag,  17  Wall.  610.  21  L.  ed. 
731;  Tuckerman  V.  Broum,  33  N.  Y.  297; 
88  Am.  Dec.  386 :  Ogilvie  v.  Knox  Ins.  Co. 
22  How.  380,  16  L.  ed.  349;  Osgood  v.  Lay- 
tin,  3  Keyes,  521;  Connecticut  d  P.  Rivers 
R.  Co.  V.  Bailey,  24  Vt.  465,  58  Am.  Dec. 
181  ?  Marshall  Foundry  Co,  v.  KilHan,  99  N. 
C.  501,  6  Am.  St.  Rep.  539,  6  S.  E.  680. 
On  petition  for  rehearing, 

A  motion  to  strike  out  cannot  legally  be 
made  to  perform  the  office  of  a  demurrer. 

Burk  V,  Taylor,  103  Ind.  399,  3  N.  B. 
129;    Ojerstadengen   v.    Hartzell,    8    N.    D. 
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424,  79  X.  W.  874;  Pacific  Factor  Co.  v. 
Adlet\  00  Cal.  110.  2o  Am.  St.  Rep.  100. 
27  Poc.  36;  Wattels  v.  Minchen,  93  Iowa, 
519,  61  N.  W.  915;  Irioin  V.  Yeager,  74 
Iowa,  177,  37  N.  W.  130;  State  ex  rel  Mc- 
Donald V.  De  Kruif,  72  Iowa,  489,  34  N. 
W.  607;  Walker  v.  Pumphrey,  82  Iowa, 
491.  48  N.  W.  928. 

Mr.  A.  A.  Adams  for  appellee. 

Deemer,  Ch.  J.»  delivered  the  opinion 
of  the  court: 

The  cases  were  not  tried  together,  nor 
were  they  submitted  in  this  court  as  one; 
but,  as  the  questions  arising  are  common  to 
eacli  case,  they  will  be  disposed  of  in  one 
opinion. 

Kaoh  of  the  plaintiffs  purchased  and  paid 
for  certain  shares  of  stock  in  the  defendant 
telephone  company,  upon  the  express  agree- 
ment that  each  should  receive  for  every 
share  of  stock  one  stockholder's  pass,  good 
over  all  the  lines  and  free  exchanges  of  the 
defendant,  as  and  for  a  dividend  on  each 
share.  It  was  further  stipulated  that  in 
the  event  plaintiffs  ceased  using  these 
passes,  or  assigned  or  transferred  any  of 
their  stock,  the  plaintiffs  or  their  assignees 
should  thereupon  and  thereafter  be  entitled 
to  dividends  on  their  stock,  the  same  as  any 
otlior  Hlijiroholder.  As  a  part  of  the  same 
transaction,  it  was  expressly  agreed  by  the 
defendant  company  that,  in  the  event  it 
sold,  assigned,  or  transferred  any  of  its  con- 
iK'ctions,  franchiHos.  or  business  in  the 
state  of  Minnesota,  it  would,  upon  demand, 
repurchase,  from  plaintiffs,  at  the  par  value 
thereof,  any  of  the  shares  of  stock  then 
held  by  them;  and  plaintiffs,  on  their  part, 
agreed  to  accept  in  payment  therefor  the 
par  value  aforesaid.  These  contracts  were 
each  made  in  the  name  of  the  defendant 
company,  under  its  corporate  seal,  by  iU 
secretary  and  president.  It  is  alleged  in 
the  petitions  that  the  defendant  sold  its 
Minnesota  lines,  connections,  franchises 
and  business  to  one  Averill,  or  to  the 
United  Telephone  ft  Telegraph  Company; 
and  it  is  also  allefrod  that  from  and  after 
August  21,  1901,  the  transferee  of  this 
Minnesota  business  refused  to  recognize 
plaintiffs'  passes,  and  denies  them  the  right 
to  use  the  lines  and  free  exchange  con- 
nections purchased  by  it.  Plaintiffs  there- 
upon demanded  of  defendant  that  it  re- 
purchase the  stock  as  agreed,  and  ten- 
dered the  same  to  it.  Defendant  refused  to 
repurchase,  and  thereupon  these  actions 
were  commenced  to  recover  the  agreed  par 
value,  with  interest,  according  to  the  tei'ms 
of  the  contracts. 

The  answers,  which  are  identical,  are 
long,  and  made  up  of  many  divisions  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


paragraphs.  We  shall  not  set  them  out  in 
extenso,  but  content  ourselves  with  stat- 
ing the  substance  thereof,  in  connection 
with  the  claims  now  made  by  the  defend- 
ant regarding  the  sufficiency  thereof. 

Aside  frojn  a  point  of  practice  which  we 
shall  hereafter  note,  defendant's  conten- 
tions are  (1)  that  the  agreements  to  re- 
purchase and  for  free  passes  were  unau- 
thorized by  the  defendant,  and  that  it^ 
officers  who  made  the  agreements  had  no  au- 
thority to  do  SO;  (2)  that  there  was  no 
consideration  for  the  agreements  to  re- 
purchase; and '(3)  that,  as  there  were  a 
number  of  other  persons  who  held  stock 
in  the  defendant  company,  who  had  no 
right  to  free  passes,  and  no  such  agree- 
ments for  repurchase,  and  who  purchased 
their  stock  without  notice  or  knowledge 
of  the  agreements  with  plaintiffs,  and  a^ 
these  agreements  operated  to  diminish  the 
value  of  the  earnings  and  the  assets  of  the 
company,  to  the  prejudice  of  these  other 
stockholders  and  the  creditors  of  the  com- 
pany, said  promises  of  free  passes  and  of  re- 
purchase were  an  undue  and  unjust  dis- 
crimination in  the  plaintiffs*  favor,  to  the 
prejudice  of  other  stockholders  and  the 
general  public,  and  therefore  void  as  against 
public  policy.  The  second  matter  of  defenfse 
was  w^ithdrawm  by  the  defendant,  and  it 
elected  to  rely  upon  the  first  and  third.  After 
the  submission  of  the  demurrer,  plaintiffs 
filed  amendments  to  their  petitions,  to  meet 
the  second  point  made  by  the  defendant, 
and  to  this  defendant  filed  a  general  denial 
as  a  part  of  its  answers.  Thereupon  plain- 
tiffs filed  motions  to  strike  the  first  and 
third  divisions  of  the  answers,  because  they 
contained  irrelevant  and  immaterial  matter, 
did  not  state  any  defensive  or  issuable  facts, 
and  for  the  further  reason  that  these  di- 
visions each  showed  completed  transactions 
of  which  the  defendant  had  had  the  bene- 
fit, and  that  it  was  now  estopped  from  repu- 
diating the  same.  The  motions  to  strike 
were  sustained,  but  no  specific  rulin-r^ 
seem  to  have  been  made  upon  the  demurrers. 
Tlie  practice  point  made  by  the  defendant 
is  that  the  plaintiffs  waive  their  right  to 
file  motions  by  demurring  to  the  answers, 
and  that  a  motion  to  strike  is  an  improper 
method  of  testing  the  sufficiency  of  matters 
pleaded  in  defense.  Conceding  the  correct- 
ness of  both  propositions, — and  that  they 
are  technically  correct  none  will  deny, — 
still  this  court  has  never  been  very  insistent 
upon  technical  accuracy  in  the  use  of  names 
given  to  such  pleadings  as  are  here  in- 
volved. Chase  t.  Kaynor,  78  Iowa,  449.  43 
N.  W.  209;  Seiffert  <€  W.  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Bartwell,  94  Iowa,  576,  58  Am.  St.  Rep. 
413,   63  N.   W.  333;    Rhoadaheck  v.   Blair 
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Toicn  Lot  <£•  Land  Co.  62  Iowa,  368,  17  N. 
W\  582.  As  to  the  alleged  waiver  by  the 
filin*^  of  the  demurrers,  it  appears  that, 
after  the  demurrers  had  been  submitted, 
plaintiffs  filed  amendments  to  their  peti- 
tions, and  to  these  defendant  filed  amend- 
TTients  to  its  answers.  This  being  true,  the 
rifjht  to  move  was  not  waived.  But,  even 
if  it  were,  plaintiffs  had  the  riprht  to  amend 
these  demurrers,  which  is  practically  what 
they  did  in  filing  what  they  denominated 
motions  to  strike.  No  motion  was  filed  to 
strike  these  motions,  and  no  objection  seems 
to  have  been  taken  at  the  time  to  the  man- 
ner in  which  the  questions  were  sought  to 
be  raised.  The  motions  were  treated  by  all 
parties  as,  in  effect,  amendments  to  the  de- 
murrers, in  80  far  as  they  related  to  divi- 
sions 1  and  3  of  the  answ^er;  and,  while  un- 
doubtedly misnamed,  this  will  not  consti- 
tute reversible  error.  See  authorities 
hitherto  cited. 

2.  The  first  divisions  of  the  answers  plead- 
ed want  of  authority  in  the  officers  of  the 
corporation  to  execute  the  contracts  referred 
to  and  relied  upon  in  the  petitions,  and  want 
of  power  or  legal  authority  to  make  the 
same.  There  is  no  denial  of  the  execution 
of  the  contracts  by  the  president  and  secre- 
tary in  the  name  of  the  corporation  and  un- 
der its  corporate  seal,  and  this  must  be  tak- 
en as  a  conceded  fact:  but  it  is  claimed  that 
the  answers  raise  an  issue  as  to  the  author- 
ity and  power  of  the  agents  and  of  the  cor- 
]>oration  to  make  such  contracts.  We  take 
it  that  the  pleader  intended  to  raise  two 
questions  thereby:  First,  want  of  authority 
in  fact;  and,  second,  want  of  legal  power  in 
law. 

As  to  the  first  proposition,  it  clearly  ap- 
pears, from  the  implied  color  which  the 
answers  must  give  in  order  that  the  de- 
fense may  be  considered  at  all,  that  these 
officers  did  in  fact  make  the  contracts  as 
alleged  in  the  petition,  under  the  seal  of 
the  corporation,  and  that  the  defendant  cor- 
poration has  had  and  enjoyed  the  benefits 
of  such  contracts.  This  being  true,  the 
<'orporation  cannot  accept  and  ratify  the 
contracts  in  so  far  as  they  were  beneficial 
to  it,  and  repudiate  them  in  so  far  as  they 
imjwsed  any  liability  on  its  part.  It  ac- 
cei)ted  plaintiffs'  money  on  the  strength  of 
these  contracts,  and  cannot,  while  retaining 
the  same,  be  heard  to  say  that  its  officers 
had  no  authority  to  make  the  contracts  un- 
der which  it  was  received.  This  is  horn- 
book law,  and  we  need  only  cite  in  its  sup- 
port Field  V.  Eastern  Bldg.  d  L,  Asao.  117 
Iowa,  185,  90  N.  W.  717;  Moore  v.  First 
Ruthven  Circuit  M.  E.  Church,  117  Iowa, 
33,  90  N.  W.  402;  Meflcdffe  v.  Boston  Iron 
Co.  5  Cush.  158,  51  Am.  Dec.  69;  Philadel- 
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phiaf  W.  d  B.  R.  Co.  v.  Eoioard,  13  IIow. 
307,  14  L.  ed.  157.  The  contract  being  un- 
der the  seal  of  the  corporation,  and  the 
signature  of  the  corporation  and  its  officers 
being  undenied,  it  will,  of  course,  be  pre- 
sumed not  only  that  the  contract  was  in 
fact  executed,  but  that  its  officers  had  power 
to  make  it.  Black  shire  v.  Iowa  Homestead 
Co.  39  Iowa,  625.  This  point  as  to  actual 
authority  or  adoption  by  ratification  as- 
sumes, of  course,  thai  the  contracts  were 
such  as  the  officers  might  have  been  au- 
thorized to  perform. 

The  next  proposition,  as  to  legal  power  or 
authority,  raises  incidentally  the  question 
of  ultra  vires;  that  is  to  say, '  defendant 
pleaded  want  of  legal  authority  in  its  offi- 
cers to  make  the  contract  in  question.  As 
pleaded  in  the  answer,  this  is  largely  a  le- 
gal conclusion  of  the  pleader,  and  might  well 
be  disregarded  upon  this  ground;  but,  treat- 
ing the  point  as  properly  raised,  we  have 
this  state  of  facts;  There  is  no  showing  as 
to  the  charter  rights  of  the  defendant;  that 
is,  there  is  nothing  ^appearing  therein  which 
expressly  prohibits  the  making  of  such  con- 
tracts as  are  here  involved.  We  have  to 
deal,  then,  with  its  implied  powers.  The 
contracts  made  between  the  parties  provide 
for  two  things:  First,  the  payment  of  what 
is  in  the  nature  of  guaranteed  dividends; 
and,  second,  the  repurchase  of  the  stock  by 
the  corporation  under  certain  conditions. 
With  the  first  we  now  have  nothing  to  do, 
as  plaintiffs  are  not  asking  for  dividends 
or  their  equivalent,  nor  are  they  in  any 
manner  relying  upon  that  provision  of  the 
contracts,  m  so  far  as  this  record  shows, 
they  have  received  all  the  dividends  to  which 
they  are  entitled.  At  any  rate,  they  are 
not  asking  for  any  here.  They  seek  in  these 
actions  to  enforce  the  agreements  as  to  the 
repurchase  of  their  stock.  This  agreement 
is  entirely  distinct  from  the  agreement  to 
pay  dividends.  In  this  connection  it  is  en- 
tirely immaterial  whether  they  received  any 
of  the  promised  dividends  or  not,  or  as  to 
whether  or  not  that  part  of  the  agreement 
is  of  any  validity.  The  contracts  for  div- 
idends and  for  repurchase  of  the  stock  are 
divisible  in  so  far  as  the  point  now  under 
consideration  is  concerned;  that  is  to  say, 
want  of  legal  power  to  make  the  contracts 
to  repurchase  the  stock.  As  to  that  point, 
it  is  well  settled  in  this  jurisdiction  that, 
in  the  absence  of  charter  restrictions,  a  cor- 
poration has  power  to  make  valid  contracts 
for  the  repurchase  of  its  own  stock.  lotjoa 
Lumber  Co.  v.  Foster ,  49  Iowa,  25,  31  Am. 
Rep.  140;  West  v.  Averill  Grocery  Co.  109 
Iowa,  488,  80  N.  W.  555;  Rollins  v.  Shaver 
Wagon  d  Carriage  Co.  80  Iowa,  390,  20  Am. 
St.    Rep.   427,   45    N.   W.    1037.     See   also 
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City  Bank  v.  Bruce,  17  N.  Y.  510;  Johnson 
County  V.  Thayer,  94  U.  S.  631,  24  L.  ed. 
133.  So  that,  in  80  far  as  le*jal  power  and 
authority  is  concerned,  the  first  division  of 
the  answers  tenders  no  defense. 

3.  The  second  division  of  the  answers, 
pleading  want  of  consideration,  was  with- 
drawn, and  to  It  we  give  no  further  atten- 
tion.    • 

4.  In  the  third  ^division  the  point  is  made 
not  only  that  the  officers  had  no  authority, 
but  that  the  entire  scheme  was  and  is  ultra 
iHres,  contrary  to  public  policy,  -and  void. 
It  is  claimed  that  the  agreement  to  repur- 
chase the  stock  at  par,  and  to  pay  dividends 
in  passes,  constitutes  a  fraud  upon,  and  an 
unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  these 
plaintiflfs  against,  the  other  stockholders, 
and  that  such  contracts  were  beyond  the 
power  of  the  corporation.  This  defense,  as 
will  be  noticed,  is  made  by  the  corporaticm 
itself,  which  has  received  all  of  the  benefits 
of  the  transaction  on  its  part.  The  agree- 
ment for  free  passes  and  to  pay  dividends 
in  out  of  the  case,  save  as  it  may  bear  on 
the  question  of  fraud  in  the  transaction,  for, 
HH  already  stated,  that  part  of  the  contract 
has,  so  far  as  this  case  is  concerned,  been 
fully  executed,  and  is  functus  officio.  But 
it  is  contended  that  the  agreement  to  re- 
purchase, which  is  as  yet  executory  in  char- 
acter, cannot  be  enforced,  for  that,  if  it  be 
recognized  and  sustained,  it  may  and  will 
diminish  the  earnings  and  assets  of  the 
company,  to  the  prejudice  of  other  stock- 
holders and  creditors.  This  is,  in  our  judg- 
ment, the  only  debatable  question  in  the 
case.  There  is  no  claim  of  any  actual 
fraud  in  the  transiiction.  and  no  suggeHtion 
of  any  secrecy  with  reference  to  the  agree- 
ment. Moreover,  there  is  no  statement 
cither  in  pleadings  or  argument  that  the 
stock  is  not  worth  what  the  defendant 
agreed  to  repurchase  it  for.  Reliance  is 
placed  solely  on  statements  to  the  effect 
that  the  other  stockholders  had  no  such 
privileges  or  agreementH,  and  that  said 
iigreenients  to  repurchase  diminished  the 
value  of  the  earnings  and  the  assets  of  the 
company,  to  the  prejudice  of. other  stock- 
holders and  creditors.  It  goes  without  say- 
ing that  the  enforcement  of  these  contracts 
will  take  the  amount  paid  for  the  repur- 
chase of  the  stock  out  of  the  earnings  and 
RHHets  of  the  company.  But  this  is  true 
in  every  case  where  a  corporation  is  per- 
mitted to  repurchase  its  own  stock.  How- 
ever, its  stockholders*  liability  is  reduced 
by  that  amount,  and,  in  the  absence  of 
fraud  or  a  plea  of  insolvency  on  the  part  of 
the  corporation,  we  do  not  see  how  either 
the  stockholders  or  creditors  arc  prejudiced, 
unless  it  appears  that  the  corporation 
09  L.  R.  A. 


agreed  to  pay  more  for  the  stock  than  it  was 
worth.  No  claim  of  this  kind  is  made  in  the 
defendant's  answer,  save  by  way  of  a  creneral 
statement  of  a  legal  conclusion  that  thc^ 
earnings  and  assets  will  be  diminished.  t(« 
the  prejudice  of  defendant's  stockholders 
and  creditors.  No  facts  are  pleaded,  how- 
ever, which  will  justify  any  such  inference. 
No  actual  fraud  or  secrecy  is  pleaded,  but 
it  is  argued  that  such  a  transaction  is  con 
trary  to  public  policy.  The  cases  differ  in 
,  many  respects  from  most  of  those  cited  by 
I  counsel  for  the  defendant  company.  In 
I  most  of  them  the  subscriber  for  stock  was 
endeavoring  to  escape  liability  on  his  con- 
tract by  reason  of  a  contract  or  an  under- 
standing that  he  w^as  not  to  be  liable  there- 
on, or  that  his  liability  was  contingent  or 
for  only  a  part  of  the  amount  of  the  sub- 
scription price.  This  case  involves  no  such 
question.  Here  the  defendant  corporation 
is  endeavoring  to  escape  liability  on  a  con- 
tract for  repurchase,  of  which  it  had  the  full 
benefit,  because  of  some  actual  or  implied 
fraud,  or  because  the  contract  is  void  as 
being  against  public  policy.  We  fail  to 
see  that  any  question  of  public  policy  is 
in%-olved.  A  corporation  may  guarantee  div- 
idends upon  iU  stock  if  it  is  so  minded.  To 
hold  otherwise  would  be  to  set  aside  many 
contracts  of  the  kind,  which  no  one  hereto- 
fore has  thought  of  questioning.  The  free 
use  of  its  lines  was  given  as  and  for  divi- 
dends, and  the  plaintiffs  had  the  right  at 
any  time  to  renounce  that  part  of  the  a^rree- 
ment  and  to  accept  regular  dividends.  It  is 
not  contrary  to  public  policy  for  a  corpora- 
tion to  repurchase  its  own  stock.  This  has 
many  times  been  held,  not  only  by  thi^ 
court,  but  in  other  jurisdictions  as  well. 
Of  course,  fraud  will  defeat  any  contract; 
but  no  actual  fraud  is  pleaded,  nor  is  there 
any  attempt  to  plead  facts  from  which 
fraud  might  be  inferred.  At  best,  there  is 
a  mere  suggestion  or  inference  of  fraud,  but 
no  sufficient  facts  are  pleaded  from  which 
such  inference  may  legitimately  be  drawn. 
There  is,  as  we  have  said,  no  showing  that 
the  corporation  is  insolvent,  and  no  attempt 
to  plead  or  show  that  the  stock  is  not 
worth  what  defendant  agreed  to  give  for  it. 
True,  other  stockholders  were  not  given  the 
rights  accorded  to  these  plaintiffs,  but  this 
in  itself  is  no  reason  for  not  enforcing  the 
contracts  against  the  corporation  itself,  for 
there  is  no  showing  of  any  prejudice  to 
other  stockholders.  It  may  be  that  their 
stock  is  worth  more  than  par.  As  to  this, 
we  are  not  advised.  But  in  the  absence  of 
direct  averment  we  cannot  presume  any 
thing  in  defendant's  favor  in  order  to  de- 
feat these  contracts,  that  it  may  escape 
from  what  appear  on  their  face  to  be  vain* 
obligations.     Having  received  the  benefits  of 
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tliese  contracts,  it  does  not  lie  in  defendant's 
mouth  to  plead  the  invalidity  thereof  be- 
cause ultra  vires.  Field  v.  Eastern  Bldg.  d 
fj.  Asso.  117  Iowa,  185,  90  N.  W.  717.  See 
also  Fremont  Carriage  Mfg.  Co.  v.  Thorn- 
sen,  65  Neb.  370,  91  N.  W.  378;  Watts  v. 
Equitable  Mut.  JAfe  Asso.  Ill  Iowa,  90,  82 
N.  W.  441.  The  defendant  is  not  a  mutual 
company;  it  is  purely  a  stock  concern;  and 
we  know  of  no  reason  of  public  policy  or  of 
sound  morals  which  inhibits  it  from  making 
«uch  contracts  as  are  here  sought  to  be  en- 
forced, in  the  abstMice  of  some  showing  of 
fraud  or  mala  fides.  The  public  has  no  in- 
terest in  such  matters.  Perhaps  a  case 
might  be  made  where  other  stockholders  or 
creditors  could  intervene,  or  in  which  cred- 
itors could  enforce  some  liability  against 
the  plaintiffs,  or  object  to  the  enforcement 
of  the  contracts,  but  no  such  questions  are 
presented  by  this  record.  Plaintiffs  paid 
full  value  for  their  stock  when  they  pur- 
ohaspd  it,  and  were  induced  to  purchnso 
through  the  promises*  and  agreements  of 
the  defendant,  its  officers  and  agents.  To 
now  allow  the  defendants  to  repudiate  its 
agreements  would  be  offering  a  premium  up- 
on wrongdoing.  The  plea  of  ultra  vires  is 
not  looked  upon  with  favor,  and,  when  a 
corporation  has  received  the  benefits  grow- 
ing out  of  a  contract,  such  contract  will  be 
enforced  agjainst  it,  unless  it  be  entered  into 
through  fraud,  or  there  be  persuasive  con- 
siderations of  public  policy  involved.  Nei- 
ther of  these  appears  in  the  defendant's  an- 
.swer.  Afl  fully  sustaining  our  conclusions 
on  this. point,  see  Field  v.  Eastern  Bldq.  d 
L.  Asso.  117  Iowa,  185,  90  N.  W.  717; 
Wright  v.  Pipe  JAne  Co.  101  Pa.  204,  47  Am. 
Rep.  701 ;  Chester  Glass  Co.  v.  Dewey,  16 
Mass.  94,  8  Am.  Dec.  128;  Manchester  rf  L. 
R.  Co.  V.  Concord  R.  Corp.  66  N.  H.  100,  9 
L.  R.  A.  689,  3  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  319,  49 
Am.  St.  Rep.  582,  20  Atl.  383 :  Union  Nat. 
Bank  v.  Matthews,  98  U.  S.  621,  25  L.  ed. 


188.  In  order  to  recover  in  this  case,  plain- 
tiffs are  not  required  to  rely  upon  an  illegal 
contract.  The  agreement  to  repurchase  the 
stock  was  neither  ultra  vires,  illegal,  nor 
immoral.  There  was  no  actual  fraud,  and 
no  facts  are  stated  from  which  fraud  may 
legitimately  be  inferred.  Stockholders  may, 
in  equity,  sometimes  set  aside  ultra  vires 
acts  done  by  a  corporation,  which  the  corpo- 
ration itself  may  not  take  advantage  of. 
New  Orleans,  M.  d  T.  R.  Co,  v.  Ellerman, 
105  U.  S.  166,  26  L.  ed.  1015;  4  Thomp. 
Corp.  §9  4483  et  seq.  But  in  such  cases 
it  must  be  shown  that  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  or  directors  works  a  substantial  in- 
jury. However,  speculation  on  this  point 
is  unnecessary,  for  the  questions  are  not 
here  at  issue.  We  reach  the  conclusion  that 
the  third  division  of  the  answer  presents  no 
defense. 

5.  Lastly,  it  is  argued  that  the  court 
erred  in  rendering  judgments  against  the 
defendant  for  the  reason  that  the  plaintiffs 
did  not  tender  and  bring  their  shares  of 
stock  into  court  at  the  time  the  judgments 
were  rendered.  This  point  does  not  seem 
to  have  been  made  in  the  lower  court,  and,  of 
course,  cannot  be  taken  advantage  of  here. 
But  we  find  that  plaintiffs  did  make  a  writ- 
t€sn  tender ;  that  they,  in  their  petitions,  re- 
newed these  tenders,  but  the  defendant  re- 
fused to  receive  the  stock  back;  and  that 
on  the  trial  plaintiffs  produced  the  shares 
of  stock  in  court,  and  filed  them  with  the 
clerk.  These  facts  are  sufficient  to  justify 
the  judgment,  although  itie  first  written 
tender  was  not  kept  good  as  required  by 
statute  (Code,  9  3061).  Williams  v.  Trip- 
Ictt,  3  Iowa,  518. 

There  is  no  prejudicial  error  in  the  rec- 
ords, and  the  judgments  are  each  and  all 
affirmed. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled. 


UNITED    STATES   CIRCUIT   COURT   OF   APPEALS,  EIGHTH  CIRCUIT. 


DAVIS  CALYX  DRILL  COMPANY, 
Plff.  in  Err., 

V. 

Annie  L.  MALLORY  et  al.,  Exrxs.,  etc.,  of 
Smith  H.  Mai  lory.  Deceased. 

(137  Fed.  332.) 

*1.  An  Implied  'warranty  that  an  article 
fvlll  be   fit  for  a  particular  purpose  may 

^Headnotes  by  Sanb  rn.  Circuit  Jud£^. 


NoTK. — As  to  Implied  warranty  of  fitness 
of  property  bought  for  special  purpose,  see  also, 
In  this  series,  note  to  McQuald  y.  Ross,  22  L.  R. 
A.  187.  and  the  later  cases  of  Blerman  ▼.  City 
4!9  L.  R.  A, 


1)6  inferred  from  a  contract  to  make  or  fur- 
nish It  to  accomplish  that  specific  purpose, 
because  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose  is 
the  essence  of  this  contract. 
2.  Bnt  no  Implied  'warranty  of  uncli  flt- 
neiiii  arises  ont  of  a  contract  to  make 
or  unpply  a  dencrlbed  and  definite 
article,  although  the  vendor  knows  that  the 
vendee  is  purchasing  it  to  accomplish  the 
specific  purpose,  because  the  essence  of  this 
contract  is  the  delivery  of  the  specific  article, 
and  not  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose. 


Mills  Co.  37  L.  R.  A.  799 ;  Gardner  v.  Winter. 
63  L.  R.  A.  647  ;  and  Rollins  Engine  Co.  ▼. 
Eastern  Forge  Co.  68  L.  R.  A.  441. 
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8»  A  vendee  contracted  'wltli  &  mann- 
facturer.  In  -wrltlngTy  to  bny  and  pay- 
for  one  clans  F3  drill  made  by  the  latter, 
and  described  in  its  catalogue,  and  certain 
other  specific  machinery  and  tools,  for  an 
agreed  price.  Before  this  contract  was  made, 
the  vendee  Informed  the  vendor  that  he 
wanted  the  drill  and  machinery  to  bore  holes 
through  certain  described  strata  in  land  in 
the  county  of  Lucas,  in  the  state  of  Iowa, 
and  the  manufacturer  assured  him  that  Its 
class  F3  drill  would  do  this  work  as  rapidly 
and  economically  as  a  diamond  drill.  But 
the  written  contract  was  silent  upon  this 
subject.  The  vendee  relied  upon  this  assur- 
ance of  the  manufacturer,  and  made  the  con- 
tract. Held,  there  was  no  implied  warranty 
that  the  drill  and  Its  machinery  would  he 
suitable  to  bore  holes  through  the  specific 
described  strata  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa. 

4.  IVhen  the  -written  agreement  of  tbe 
parties  Is  complete  In  Itself,  the  conclu- 
sive legal  presumption  is  that  It  embodies  the 
entire  engagement  of  the  parties,  and  the 
manner  and  extent  of  their  obligations,  and 
parol  evidence  of  other  terms  relating  to  the 
same  subject-matter  is  inadmissible  to  extend, 
modify,  or  contradict  it. 

6.  An  Intplied  warranty  of  tbe  fitness  of 
a  nuiclilne  to  do  a  particular  ifrork 
does  not  Include  a  warranty  that  it  will 
do  the  work  as  rapidly  or  economically  as 
some  other  specified  machine.  Such  a  cove- 
nant can  be  introduced  by  express  contract 
only,  and  parol  evidence  of  it  is  excluded  by 
a  written  contract  of  sale  which  is  silent  on 
the  subject. 

(Philips,  District  Judge,  disaenta.) 

(April  Jl,  1005.) 

ESROR  to  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  Southern  District  of  Iowa 
to  review  a  judgment  in  favor  of  defendants 
in  an  action  brought  to  recover  the  contract 
price  of  certain  machinery  sold  and  deliv- 
ered to  defendants'  testator.    Reversed. 

Statement  by  Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge: 
On  June  25,  1902,  the  Davis  Calyx  Drill 
Company,  a  corporation,  made  a  written 
contract  with  S.  H.  Mallory  to  filrnish  him 
free  on  board  the  cars  at  Tarrytown,  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  one  class  F3  drill, 
which  is  described  in  its  catalogue ;  and  cer- 
tain specific  machinery,  tools,  and  articles, 
for  which  Mallory  promised  to  pay  $2,459. 
Mallory  has  since  died,  and  the  defendants 
are  the  execu trices  of  his  will.  The  Calyx 
company  made  and  delivered  the  drill,  the 
machinery,  and  the  articles  according  to  the 
contract,  and  this  is  an  action  to  recover 
their  purchase  price.  Two  defenses  were 
interposed, — fraudulent  misrepresentation 
and  the  breach  of  an  implied  warranty  by 
the  plaintiff.  Tlie  court  withdrew  the  for- 
mer defense,  and  submitted  the  latter  to  the 
jury.  There  was  evidence  which  had  a  ten- 
dency to  establish  these  facts:  The  plaintiff 
69  L.  R.  A. 


was  a  corporation  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  drills  and  other  machinery'  at  Tarry- 
town,  in  the  state  of  New  York.  Mallorj' 
was  engaged  in  prospecting  for  coal  and  lands; 
in  Lucas  county,  in  the  state  of  Jowa,  and 
William  Haven  was  his  agent.  Haven  had 
used  a  diamond  drill  for  this  purpose  prior 
to  June,  1902,  but  he  objected  to  it  because 
it  would  frequently  fail  to  produce  any  core 
for  the  reason  that  the  coal  waa  soft,  and 
the  diameter  of  the  core  was  only  1  inch. 
He  was  desirous  of  obtaining  a  drill  which 
would  produce  a  larger  core.  He  heard  of  the 
Davis  Calyx  drill,  procured  one  of  the  plain- 
tiff's catalogues,  went  to  Tarrytown,  and 
saw  one  of  the  plaintiff's  drills  in  operation 
with  a  shot  bit;  but  he  could  not  form  any 
opinion  upon  the  question  whether  or  not 
it  was  fit  to  work  in  the  strata  in  earth 
in  Lucas  county,  in  the  state  of  Iowa.  The 
drill  was  provided  with  a  cutter  and  a  shot 
bit,  and  these  were  exchanged  in  the  opera- 
tion to  accommodate  the  drill  to  the  hard- 
ness of  the  material  through  which  it  wa? 
to  pass.  Haven  met  the  secretary  and  the 
general  manager  of  the  plaintiff.  He  de- 
scribed to  them  the  strata  through  which  a 
drill  must  pass  in  boring  holes  upon  the 
land  of  Mr.  Mallory,  and  explained  to  them 
that  he  desired  to  get  a  machine  which 
would  produce  a  larger  core  than  a  diamond 
drill,  and  would  operate  as  economically  and 
rapidly.  They  told  hiro  that  their  machine 
was  just  the  drill  he  wanted.  They  showed 
him  pieces  of  stone  through  which  it  had 
passed,  and  stated  to  him  that  it  would  sink 
25  or  30  feet  per  day ;  that  it  would  opera t(^ 
as  economically  and  as  rapidly  as  a  diamond 
drill,  and  would  get  a  larger  core.  There- 
upon Haven  made  the  contraxft  in  suit  on 
behalf  of  his  principal,  Mallory,  in  rdianoe 
upon  these  representations,  and  upon  the 
judgment  of  the  officers  of  the  plaintiff,  ex- 
pressed in  this  way.  The  plaintiff  furnished 
the  drill  and  all  the  other  specific  machin- 
ery, tools,  and  articles,  described  in  the  con- 
tract, and  furnished  an  expert  to  set  up  and 
operate  the  drill.  But  the  machine  would 
not  work  satisfactorily.  It  would  sink  only 
8  or  10  feet  per  day  on  the  average,  while  a 
diamond  drill  would  bore  into  the  same 
ground  at  the  rate  of  25  feet  per  day.  The 
plaintiff  claimed  that  these  facts  evidence*) 
an  implied  warranty  that  the  drill  would 
be  fit  and  suitable  to  bore  holes  through 
the  strata  in  Lucas  county,  Iowa,  under- 
neath his  land,  as  rapidly  and  economically 
as  a  diamond  drill.  All  the  testimony  rela- 
tive to  this  alleged  warranty  was  received 
over  the  objections  of  the  plaintiff,  and  wa^ 
contradicted  by  testimony  which  it  produced. 
The  court  instructed  the  jurj*.  in  effect,  that 
if  Haven  correctly  described  to  the  secretary 
and   general   manager   of  the   plaintiff  the 
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strata  through  which  the  drill  was  to  be 
sunk  under  the  land  of  Mallorj,  and  if  the 
secretary  and  general  manager  knew  where 
the  drill  was  to  be  used,  and  stated  that  it 
would  do  as  much  work  there,  and  do  it  as 
economically,  as  a  diamond  drill,  then  the 
plaintiff  had  made  an  implied  warranty 
that  the  drill  would  work  in  this  way,  and 
that,  if  it  did  not  do  so,  the  defendants  had 
a  right  to  rescind  the  contract,  to  retui'n  the 
drill,  and  to  recover  the  expenses  which  they 
or  €heir  decedent  had  incurred  in  their 
attempt  to  operate  it.  The  plaintiff  ex- 
cepted to  this  portion  of  the  charge,  and  to 
the  introduction  of  the  evidence  relative  to 
the  alleged  warranty,  and  there  was  a  ver- 
dict for  the  defendants. 

Argued  before  Hahborn,  Circuit  Judge, 
and  Philips  and  RineVf  District  Judges. 

Messrs.  Josepli  C.  Mltohell  and  Fran- 
cis M.  Hunter,  for  plaintiff  in  error: 

Where  there  is  a  written  contract  of  sale, 
complete  in  itself,  which  contains  no  war- 
ranty, and  no  fraud,  accident,  or  mistake  is 
alleged,  it  is  not  competent  for  ^^he  purchas- 
er, by  allegation  and  proof,  to  show  a  parol 
warranty  of  the  quality  of  the  property. 
If  the  writing  amounts  to  a  contract  of  sale, 
and  contains  no  warranty,  parol  evidence  is 
not  admissible  to  add  a  warranty  thereto. 

Mast  v.  Pearce,  {)8  Iowa,  579,  43  Am.  Rep. 
125,  8  N.  W.  632,  12  N.  W.  597;  Seitss  v. 
Bretcers*  Refrigeratvng  Mach.  Go.  141  U.  S. 
510,  35  L.  ed.  837,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  46;  De- 
Witt  V.  Berry,  134  U.  S.  306,  33  L.  ed.  896, 
10  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  536;  Warhasse  v.  Card,  74 
Iowa,  306,  37  N.  *W.  383,  Brintnall  v. 
Briggs,  87  Iowa,  538,  54  N.  W.  531. 

Where  "the  article  ordered  was  to  be  of 
a  pwirticular  design  or  pattern,  well  defined 
and  understood  between  the  parties,  and  the 
article  made  and  delivered  in  pursuance  of 
the  contract  oonforms  to  the  pattern  or 
model,  there  is  no  warranty  implied  further 
than  that  it  should  be  of  good  workman- 
ship and  material." 

Cosgrove  v.  Bennett,  32  Minn.  371,  20  N. 
W.  359 ;  Milwaukee  Boiler  Co.  v.  Duncan,  87 
Wis.  120,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  33,  58  N.  W.  232 ; 
Grand  Ave.  Hotel  Co.  v.  Wharton,  24  C.  C. 
A.  441,  49  U.  S.  App.  i08,  79  Fed.  43; 
Goulds  V.  Brophy,  42  Minn.  109,  6  L.  R.  A. 
392,  43  N.  W.  834;  Wheaton  Roller-Mill  Co. 
V.  JoJin  T.  yoye  Mfg.  Co.  66  Minn.  15(5, 
08  N.W.  854;  Cunningham  v.  Ball,  4  Allen, 
2C8;  Wisconsin  Red  Pressed- Brick  Co.  v. 
Hood,  54  Minn.  543,  56  N.  W.  165 ;  White  v. 
Adams,  77  Iowa,  295,  42  N.  W.  199;  Fair- 
hanks,  M.  d  Co.  V.  Baskett,  98  Mo.  App.  53, 
71  S.  W.  1113;  McCray  Refrigerator  d  Cold 
{Storage  Co.  v.  Woods,  99  Mich.  269,  41  Am. 
St.  Rep.  599,  58  N.  W.  320. 
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Messrs.  Theodore  M.  Stuart  and 
Washington  I.  Babb,  for  defendants  in 
error : 

Where  an  article,  especially  an  article  of 
machinery,  is  unknown  to  the  purchaser, — 
that  is,  he  has  not  sufficient  information  con- 
corning  such  article,  or  its  capacity,  or  man- 
ner of  operation  to  form  an  opinion  or  judg- 
ment as  to  whether  or  not  it  will  or  can  be 
made  to  work  satisfactorily  or  with  rea- 
sonable rapidity  and  economy  at  a  certain 
place  and  in  certain  kinds  and  character  of 
materials,  wherein  he  desires  and  expects 
to  use  it, — and,  before  contracting  for  thft 
purcliase  of  such  article  from  the  manufac- 
turers, lie  fully  informs  such  manufacturer 
of  the  locality  where  he  desires  and  expects 
to  use  it,  and  also  of  the  kind  and  character 
of  materials  in  which  he  expects  to  use  it 
and,  with  full  knowledge  of  such  facts,  the 
manufacturer  states  that  his  said  machine 
will  operate  in  such  locality  and  materials 
with  reasonable  rapidity  and  economy;  and 
the  purchaser,  relying  upon  the  judgment 
of  the  manufacturer,  contracts  with  him  to 
manufacture  and  furnish  him  with  such 
machine, — ^then,  and  in  such  case,  and  under 
such  circumstances,  an  implied  warranty 
arises  on  the  part  of  such  seller  that  the 
machine  to  be  furnished  can  and  will  oper- 
ate in  said  locality  and  in  said  materials 
as  represented  by  him,  or  with  reasonable 
rapidity  and  economy. 

Kellogg  Bridge  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  110  U.  8. 
108,  28  L.  ed.  86,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  537 ;  Grand 
Ave.  Hotel  Co.  y.  Wharton,  24  C.  C.  A.  441, 
49  U.  S.  App.  108,  79  Fed.  43;  Parsons  Band 
Cutter  d  Self  Feeder  Co.  v.  Mallinger,  122 
Iowa,  703,  98  N.  W.  580;  Alpha  Checkrower 
Co.  V.  Bradley,  105  Iowa,  537,  75  N.  W. 
369;  Blackmore  v.  Fairbanks,  M.  d  Co.  79 
Iowa,  289,  44  N.  W.  548 ;  Timken  Carriage 
Co,  V.  Smith,  123  Iowa,  554,  99  N.  W.  183; 
Burnett  v.  Hensley,  118  Iowa,  578,  92  N.  W. 
678;  Latham  v.  Shipley,  86  Iowa,  543,  53 
N.  W.  342;  Eversole,  Enc.  Iowa  Law,  §  981 ; 
Benjamin,  Sales,  §  1002,  note  40;  Merriam 
V.  Field,  24  Wis.  640;  Leopold  v.  Van  Kirk, 
27  Wis.  152;  Roe  v.  Bacheldor,  41  Wis. 
360 ;  Wilcox  v.  Owens,  64  Ga.  601 ;  Lanz  v. 
Wach^,  50  111.  App.  262;  Kennebrew  v. 
Southern  Automatic  Electric  Shock  Mach. 
Co.  106  Ala.  377,  17  So.  545 :  Zimmerman  v. 
Drueckcr,  15  Ind.  App.  512,  44  N.  E.  557  : 
Lee  V.  J.  B* Sickles  Saddlery  Co.  38  Mo.  App. 
201 ;  Omaha  Coal,  Coke  dJAme  Co.  v.  Fay, 
37  Neb.  08,  55  N.  W.  211;  Overton  v.  Phelan, 
2  Head,  445;  Brenton  v.  Davis,  8  Blackf. 
318,  44  Am.  Dec.  769;  Rodgers  v.  'Niles,  11 
Ohio  St.  53,  78  Am.  Dec.  290:  Southern 
Brass  d  Iron  Co.  v.  Exeter  Machine  Works, 
109  Tenn.  67,  70  S.  W.  614;  Ottawa  Bottle 
d  Flint-Glass  Co.  v.  Gunther,  31  Fed.  208; 
Fox  v.  Stockton  Combined  Harvester  d  Agri. 
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Works,  83  Cal.  333,  23  Pac.  296;  Rogers  v. 
UauHony  35  Iowa,  286;  McClung  v.  Kelley, 
21  Iowa,  508;  Jones  v.  ./««<,  L.  R.  3  Q.  B. 
197;  Broun  v.  Edgington,  2  Mann.  &  G.  279 ; 
Pease  v.  ;Sa6in,  38  Vt  432,  91  Am.  Dec  304; 
Fort  Carbon  Iron  Co.  v.  Oroves,  68  Pa.  149; 
Getht  V.  Jiountrce,  2  Pinney  (Wis.)  379,  64 
Am.  Dec.  US;\\alton  v.  Cody,  1  Wis.  420; 
Creasy  v.  Gray,  88  Mo.  App.  454;  McCor- 
mick  Hart^esting  Afach.  Co.  v.  NicholsoHy 
17  Pa.  Super.  Ct.  188;  William  Anson  Wood 
Mouer  d  Reaper  Co.  v.  Thayer,  60  Hun, 
516,  3  N.  Y.  Supp.  405;  McClamrock  v. 
Flint,  101  Ind.  278;  Woodic  v.  Whitney,  23 
W  is.  65,  99  Am.  Dec.  102. 

Sanborn,  Circuit  Judge,  delivered  the 
opinion  of  the  court: 

An  implied  warranty  that  an  article  will 
be  fit  for  a  particular  purpose  may  be  in- 
ferred from  a  contract  to  make  or  supply 
it  to  accomplish  that  purpose,  because  the 
accomplishment  of  the  purpose  is  the  essence 
of  the  undertaking.  Hut  no  such  warranty 
arises  out  of  a  contract  to  make  or  supply  a 
specific,  described,  or  definite  article,  al- 
though the  manufacturer  or  dealer  knows 
that  the  vendee  buys  it  to  accompli $>h  a 
specific  purpose,  because  the  essence  of  this 
contract  is  the  furnishing  of  the  specific 
article,  and  not  the  accomplishment  of  the 
purpose.  In  other  words,  a  warranty  that 
a  machine,  tool,  or  article  sold  is  fit  and 
suitable  to  accomplish  a  particular  pur- 
pose or  to  do  a  specific  work  may  be  implied 
when  the  manufacturer  or  dealer  knows  the 
purpose  or  work  to  be  effected,  and  the  pur- 
cliane  of  the  machine,  tool,  or  article  is  in 
reality  an  employmi'nt  of  the  vendor  to  do 
the  work  by  making  or  furnishing  a  ma- 
chine, tool,  or  article,  to  effect  it.  Kellogg 
Bridge  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  110  U.  S.  108,  116, 
28  L.  ed.  80,  89,  3  Sup.  Ct.  Rop.  537 ;  Breen 
V.  Moron.  51  Minn.  525,  53  N.  W.  755;  Leo- 
pold V.  Van  Kirk,  27  Wis.  152,  156;  Brcnion 
V.  Davis,  8  Blackf.  318,  44  Am.  Dec.  769; 
Omaha  Coal,  Coke,  rf  Lime  Co.  v.  Fay,  37 
Neb.  6«<,  75,  55  N.  \\.  211;  Lee  v.  J.  B. 
Sickles  Saddlery  Co.  38  Mo.  App.  201,  205; 
Rodgcrs  v.  'Silcs,  11  Ohio  St.  53,  57,  78  Am. 
Dec.  200:  White  v.  Adams,  77  Iowa,  295, 
297,  42  N.  W.  199. 

But  no  implied  warranty  that  a  machine, 
tool,  or  article  is  suitable  to  accomplish  a 
particular  purpose  or  to  do  a  specific  work 
arises  where  the  vendor  orders  of  the  manu- 
facturer, or  purcliases  of  the  dealer,  a 
spocitic,  described,  or  definite  machine,  tool, 
or  article,  altliongh  the  vendor  knows 
the  purpose  or  work  which  the  purchaser 
intends  to  accomplish  with  it,  and  assures 
him  that  it  will  efTect  it.  Such  an  assur- 
nncf*  is  but  the  expression  of  an  opinion, 
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when  it  is  followed  by  a  written  contract, 
complete  in  it»4elf,  which  is  silent  upon  the 
subject.     The   extent   of   the   implied    war- 
ranty in  such  a  case  is  that  the  machine, 
tool,  or  article  shall  correspond    with   the 
description  or  exemplar,  and  that  it  shall 
be  suitable  to  perform  the  ordinary  work 
which  the  described  machine  is  made  to  do. 
Scitz  V.   Brewers'  Refrigerating  Mach.   Ct». 
141  U.  S.  510,  518,  519,  35  L.  ed.  837,  840. 
841,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  46;  Keates  v.  Cadogan, 
2  Eng.  L.  k  £q.  320,  10  C.  B.  591 ;  Grand 
Ave.   Hotel  Co.  v.    Wharton,  24   a    C.    A. 
441,  443,  49  U.  S.  App.  108,  79  Fed.  43,  45 ; 
Morris  v.  Bradley  Fertilizer  Co.  12  C.  C.  A- 
34,  35,  28  U.  S.  App.  87,  64  Fed.  55,  56; 
Leake,  Contr.  4th  ed.  261,  262;   1  Parsonfs 
Contr.    586,    587;     Union    Selling    Co.     v. 
Jones,    63    C.    0.    A.    224,    227,    229,    12S 
Fed.    672,    676,    677;    McCray   Refrigerat 
ing    d    Cold    Storage    Co.    v.    Woods,    99 
Mich.    269,    41    Am.    St.    Rep.    599,    68    X. 
W.    320;    Cosgrove    v.    Bennett,    32    Minn. 
371,  20  N.  W.  360;   Goulds  v.  Brophy^   42 
Minn.  109,  6  L.  R.  A.  392,  43  N.  W.  834 : 
Wisconsin  Red  Pressed-Brick  Co.  v.  Hood, 
54  Minn.  645,  66  N.  W.  165;  Fairbanks^  M. 
d  Co.  V.  Baskett,  98  Mo.  App.  53,  71  S.  W. 
1113;    Wheaton  RollerMtU  Co,  v.  John   T. 
Xoye  Mfg.  Co,  66  Minn.  166,  68  N.  W.  8o4 ; 
Milicaukee  Boiler  Co.  v.  Duncan,  87   Wia. 
120,  41  Am.  St.  Rep,  33,  68  N.  W.  232;  ^.  /. 
Case  Ploxc  Works  v.  Kiles  d  8.  Co.  90  Wis. 
590,  03  N.  W.  1013;  Deming  v.  Foster^   42 
N.  H.  106,  175;  Morse  v.  Union  Stock  Y'ard 
Co.  21  Or.  289,  14  L.  R.  A.  167,  28  Pac  2 ; 
Dushane  v.  Benedict,   120  U.  S.  630,   647, 
30  L.  ed.  810,  814,  i  Sup.  Ct  Rep.  696: 
Carleton  v.  Jcnks,  26  C.  C.  A.  265,  47    U. 
S.  App.  734,  80  Fed.  937;  Alpha  Checkrotcer 
Co.  V.  Bradley,  106  Iowa,  637,  646,  75    N. 
W.  369;  Latham  v.  Shipley,  86  Iowa,  543,  53 
N.   W.    342;    Blackmore  V.  Fairbanks,    M. 
d  Co.  79  Iowa,  289,  44  N.  W.  648;  Parsons 
Band  Cutter  d  Self  Feeder  Co.  ▼.  MaUinqer, 
122  Iowa,  703,  98  N.  W.  680. 

If  the  purchaser,  Mallory,  or  his  agent 
Haven,  liad  described  the  strata  through 
which  he  desired  to  drive  the  drill,  and 
had  ordered  the  Calyx  company  to  make  or 
to  select  and  furnish  to  him  a  drill  that 
would  bore  the  desired  holes  throuf^h  these 
strata  as  rapidly  and  economically  as  a 
diamond  drill,  for  an  agreed  price,  and  the 
plainthT  had  accepted  the  order,  an  im- 
plied warranty  would  have  arisen  that  the 
drill  to  be  furnished  under  that  contract 
would  do  the  work  as  speedily  and  cheaply 
as  a  diamond  drill.  But  an  accepted  order 
to  make  and  deliver  a  specific,  described 
drill,  which  the  vendor  is  engaged  in  mak- 
ing, has  no  such  effect,  although  the  manu- 
facturer knows  the  use  for  which  the  vendee 
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desires  to  obtain  it.  The  reason  for  this 
rule  is  conclusive  and  unanswerable. 
Wlien  a  manufacturer  or  dealer  agrees  to 
make  or  furnish  an  article  that  will  accom- 
plish a  particular  purpose,  the  accomplish- 
ment of  the  purpose  is  the  substance  of 
his  undertaking,  and  he  is  free  to  make  or 
to  supply  any  article  that  will  do  the  work 
required.  If  he  furnishes  an  article  that 
will  accomplish  this  purpose,  he  performs 
his  contract,  although  the  article  he  sup- 
plies may  differ  widely  from  that  contem- 
plated by  the  purchaser  when  he  made  the 
agreement  to  buy.  On  the  other  hand, 
when  the  manufacturer  or  dealer  contracts 
to  make  or  to  deliver  a  specific  and  definite- 
ly described  article,  to  enable  the  vendor  to 
accomplish  a  known  purpose,  the  essential 
part  of  his  obligation  is  the  delivery  of  the 
identical  article  described  in  the  contract; 
and  the  delivery  of  a  different  article,  al- 
though it  may  better  accomplish  the  de- 
sired result,  is  not  a  performance  of  his 
agreement,  and  does  not  entitle  him  to  re- 
cover the  purchase  price.  The  furnishing 
of  the  article  described,  and  that  alone, 
whether  that  ajrticle  is  fit  for  the  known  pur- 
pose to  which  the  vendee  intends  to  apply 
it  or  not»  constitutes  a  compliance  with  the 
contract  by  the  vendor,  and  entitles  him 
to  secure  its  fruits.  The  familiar  illustra- 
tion of  this  distinction  by  Maule,  J.,  in 
Keates  v.  Cadogan,  2  Eng.  L.  &  £q.  320,  10 
C.  B.  591,  is  still  the  most  felicitous:  "If 
a  man  says  to  another,  'Sell  me  a  horse  fit 
to  carry  me,'  and  the  other  sells  a  horse 
which  he  knows  to  be  unfit  to  ride,  he  may 
be  liable  for  the  consequences ;  but  if  a  man 
says,  'Sell  me  that  gray  horse  to  ride,'  and 
the  other  sells  it,  knowing  that  the  former 
will  not  be  able  to  ride  it,  that  would  not 
make  him  liable." 

In  Kellogg  Bridge  Co.  v.  Hamilton,  110 
V.  8.  108,  116,  28  L.  ed.  86,  89,  3  Sup.  Ct. 
Rep.  537,  the  bridge  company  had  erected  a 
portion  of  the  false  work  requisite  for  the 
construction  of  a  bridge  across  the  Maumee 
river.  Hamilton  made  a  contract  with  the 
company  to  purchase  the  false  work,  the 
foundation  of  which  was  concealed  by  the 
river,  and  to  complete  the  bridge.  While 
he  was  engaged  in  the  performance  of  this 
oontrtict.  the  false  work  gave  way,  by  rea- 
son of  defects  in  its  construction,  and  pre- 
cipitated the  iron  upon  it  into  the  river. 
The  Supreme  Court  held  that  the  bridge 
company  impliedly  warranted  that  the  work 
which  it  sold  to  Hamilton  was  suitable  to 
construct  the  bridge  upon  because  it  built 
this  false  work,  and  had  sold  it  to  Hamilton 
to  accomplish   that   specific   purpose. 

But  in  Beitz  v.  Brewers'  Refrigerating 
Mach.  Co.  141  U.  S.  510,  512,  510.  35  L. 
«d.  837,  838,  841,  12  Sup.  Ct,  Rep.  46,  the 
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refrigerating  company  had  been  informed 
before  it  made  its  agreement  that  Seitz  was 
cooling  his  brewery  with  ice,  that  he  wanted 
to  dispense  with  the  use  of  ice,  that  no 
machine  would  be  of  any  value  to  him  un- 
less it  would  enable  him  to  accomplish  this 
result,  and  that  such  a  machine  must  con- 
tinuously cool  150,000  cubic  feet  of  air  to 
a  temperature  of  40"  Fahrenheit.  There- 
upon the  refrigerating  company  assured 
Seitz  that  its  machine  would  accomplish 
this  result,  and,  in  reliance  upon  this  state- 
ment, he  entered  into  a  written  contract 
with  the  company  to  the  effect  that  the 
latter  should  supply  and  put  in  operation 
in  his  brewery  a  No.  2  size  refrigerating 
machine,  as  constructed  by  it,  for  the  sum 
of  $9,450.  The  company  made  and  put 
such  a  machine  in  his  brewery,  but  it«did 
not  work  satisfactorily,  and  it  was  incapable 
of  cooling  150,000  cubic  feet  of  air  to  40* 
Fahrenheit.  The  Supreme  Court  held  that 
this  case  fell  under  the  rule  that  "where  a 
known,  described,  and  definite  article  is 
ordered  of  a  manufacturer,  although  it  is 
stated  by  the  purchaser  to  be  required  for 
a  particular  purpose,  still,  if  the  known, 
described,  and  definite  thing  be  actually 
supplied,  there  is  no  warranty  that  it  shall 
answer  the  particular  purpose  intended  by 
the  buyer;"  and  that  there  was  neither  an 
expressed  nor  an  implied  warranty  that  tiie 
ice  machine  would  do  the  work  for  which 
the  manufacturer  knew  that  it  was  pur- 
chased, or  that  it  would  cool  150,000  cubic 
feet  of  atmosphere  to  40*  Fahrenheit  or 
to  any  other  temperature.  This  decision 
indicates  the  unavoidable  conclusion  in  the 
case  at  bar.  It  also  answers  the  contention 
of  counsel  that  this  case  is  not  governed 
by  the  rule  that  there  is  no  implied  war- 
ranty of  fitness  where  a  known,  definite,  and 
described  thing  is  purchased,  because  Mal- 
lory  and  Haven  were  not  familiar  with,  and 
had  had  no  experience  in  the  operation  of, 
the  class  F3  drill  which  they  purchased. 
It  is  not  the  familiarity  of  the  purchaser 
with  the  character  and  work  of  the  machine 
ordered,  but  the  identity  of  the  thing  de- 
scribed in  the  contract,  which  brings  the 
latter  within  the  rule.  Seitz  was  probably 
ignorant  of  the  character  and  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  No.  2  fflze  refrigerating  machine 
which  he  bought,  and  he  relied  upon  the 
assurance  of  the  vendor  that  it  would  cool 
his  brewery  as  he  desired.  But  the  machine 
which  he  ordered  was  identified  by  the  de- 
scription in  his  contract,  and  that  descrip- 
tion made  it  a  known,  described,  and  defi- 
nite thing.  So  in  the  case  at  bar  the  de- 
scription in  the  accoptel  order  which  Haven 
made  of  the  class  F3  drill  perfectly  identi- 
fied it, — made  it  a  known,  described,  and 
definite  thing,  within  the  m^tifting  of  this 
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rule,  and  brought  the  contract  clearly  under 
its  operation. 

In  Grand  Ave.  Hotel  Co.  v.  Wharton,  24 
C.  C.  A.  441,  443,  49  U.  S.  App.  108,  79 
Fed.  43,  45,  the  vendee  ordered  two  boilers 
for  use  in  its  hotel.  The  vendor  knew  the 
use  to  which  the  vendee  intended  to  put  the 
articles,  and  knew  that  it  must  necessarily 
use  the  muddy  water  of  the  Missouri  river 
in  order  to  operate  them.  The  boilers  were 
furnished,  but  they  would  not  operate  with 
the  water  of  the  Missouri  river.  This  court 
held  that  there  was  no  implied  warranty 
that  they  would  do  so,  and  sustained  the 
judgment  for  their  purchase  price. 

In  Milwaukee  Boiler  Co.  v.  Duncan,  87 
Wis.  120,  41  Am.  St.  Rep.  33,  58  N.  W.  232, 
the  purchaser  informed  the  manufacturer 
before  he  made  his  order  that  he  required  a 
boiler  that  would  produce  130  pounds  steam, 
working  pressure,  and  thereupon  the  latter 
oflTered  to  furnish  a  described  boiler,  and  he 
accepted  the  offer.  The  boiler  specified  was 
furnished,  but  it  failed  to  produce  130 
pounds  steam,  working  pressure,  or  to  do 
the  work  for  which  the  manufacturer  knew 
the  purchaser  ordered  it.  The  supreme 
oourt  of  Wisconsin  decided  that  there  was 
no  implied  warranty  that  it  would  accom- 
plish the  particular  purpose  for  which  it 
was  bought,  and  said:  "The  distinction 
seems  to  be  between  the  manufacture  or  sup- 
ply of  an  article  to  satisfy  a  required  pur- 
pose, and  the  manufacture  or  supply  of  a 
specified,  described,  and  defined  article,  as 
in  this  case." 

In  Ooulds  V.  Brophy,  42  Minn.  109,  112,  6 
L.  R.  A.  392,  43  N.  W.  834,  the  vendee  or- 
dered from  the  catalogue  of  the  manufac- 
turer an  auger  outfit  to  bore  wells.  The 
vendor  furnished  the  outfit,  but  it  was  not 
suitable  to  bore  the  wells  which  the  vendee 
desired  to  sink.  The  supreme  court  of 
Minnesota  held  that  there  was  no  implied 
warranty  that  it  would  do  so,  and  said: 
"There  was  an  implied  warranty — or,  more 
correctly  speaking,  condition  of  the  contract 
— that  it  should  conform  to  the  description, 
and  be  of  good  material  and  workmanship 
according  to  that  description,  but  none  that 
it  would  answer  the  purpose  described  or 
supposed." 

There  are  many  authorities  to  the  same 
effect,  but  it  would  be  a  work  of  superero- 
gation to  review  them.  The  contract  of  the 
Calyx  Drill  Company  in  this  case  was  ex- 
presseil  in  writing.  It  was  that  it  would 
make  and  deliver  to  the  purchaser,  Mai  lory, 
one  class  F3  drill,  and  certain  other  ma- 
chines and  articles,  which  were  definitely 
specified  in  the  contract.  When  it  supplied 
these  articles,  it  performed  its  npreement, 
whotlier  they  were  suitable  to  perform  the 
Bpcoific  work  of  boring  holes  in  the  land  con- 
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trolled  by  the  vendee  in  Lucas  county. 
Iowa,  or  not.  There  is  no  averment  or  proof 
that  they  were  not  fit  to  accomplish  the 
general  purpose  for  which  they  were  made, — 
to  bore  holes  in  the  earth  under  ordinary 
circumstances.  The  contract  of  the  Calyx 
Drill  Company  was  not  that  it  would  make 
and  deliver  a  drill  which  would  sink  holes 
in  the  ground  of  the  vendee  in  Lucas  county 
as  rapidly  and  economically  as  a  diamond 
drill;  and,  if  it  had  made  and  delivered  a 
drill  which  would  have  done  this,  it  would 
have  been  required,  if  the  testimony  of  the 
defendants  is  true,  to  have  furnished  a  dif- 
ferent drill  and  different  machinery  from 
that  described  in  its  contract,  and  in  so  do- 
ing it  would  have  failed  to  perform  it. 

The  reception  of  the  evidence  and  the 
charge  of  the  court  upon  this  subject  were 
erroneous  ( 1 )  because  there  was  no  implied 
warranty  that  the  drill  and  machinery 
would  be  fit  to  bore  holes  through  the 
specific  strata  in  the  earth  in  Lucas  county: 
and  (2)  because,  if  there  had  been  such  a 
warranty)  it  would  not  have  included  a 
covenant  that  the  machinery  would  sink 
them  as  rapidly  and  economically  as  a  dia- 
mond drill.  Such  a  covenant  could  be  im- 
ported into  the  contract  only  by  an  express 
agreement,  and  such  an  agreement  was  ex- 
cluded by  the  fact  that  the  contract  is  in 
writing,  and  by  the  rule  that,  where  the 
written  contract  of  the  parties  is  complete 
in  itself,  the  conclusive  legal  presumption  is 
that  it  embodies  the  entire  engagement  of 
the  parties,  and  the  manner  and  extent  of 
their  obligations,  so  that  parol  evidence  of 
other  terms  is  inadmissible  to  extend. 
modify,  or  contradict  it.  Oreen  v.  Chieapo 
d  N.  W.  R.  Co.  35  C.  C.  A.  08,  71,  92  Fed. 
873,  877;  McKinley  v.  Williams,  20  C.  C 
A.  312,  319,  36  U.  S.  App.  749,  74  Fed.  94. 
101;  Wilson  v.  New  United  Statss  Cattle 
Ranch  Co.  20  C.  C.  A.  244,  249,  36  U.  S. 
App.  634,  73  Fed.  994,  999;  Union  SeUinp 
Co.  v.  Jones,  63  C.  C.  A.  224,  227,  128  Fed. 
672,  675. 

The  judgment  is  accordingly  reversed,  and 
the  case  is  remanded  to  the  court  belovt 
with  instructions  to  grant  a  new  trial. 

Philips,  District  Judge,  dissenting: 
I  am  unable  to  concur  in  the  foregoin^ 
opinion.  I  make  no  question  of  the  correct- 
ness of  the  general  rule  laid  down,  that, 
where  a  known  and  definite  article  is  or- 
dered of  a  manufacturer,  although  it  be 
stated  by  the  purchaser  that  it  is  required 
for  a  particular  purpose,  yet,  if  the  known 
described  thing  be  accordingly  supplied, 
there  is  no  warranty  that  it  will  answer  the 
particular  purpose  desired  by  the  purchaser. 
This  for  the  oljv'ious  reason  that  the  vendor 
undertakes  by  the  terms  of  the  express  con- 
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tract  to  furnish  only  the  articles  both  par- 
ties have. designated,  and  therefore  the  con- 
tract is  performed  by  the  vendor  when  the 
article  delivered  corresponds  with  the  thing 
described  and  called  for.  Such  was  the  case 
in  Setts  v.  Brewers*  Refrigerating  Maoh. 
Co.  141  U.  S.  510,  35  L.  ed.  837,  12  Sup. 
Ct.  Rep.  46.  In  that  case  the  parties  en- 
tered into  a  written  contract,  whereby  the 
vendor  agreed  to  supply  the  vendee  with  a 
No.  2  size  refrigerating  machine,  "as  con- 
structed by  the  said  party  of  the  first  part." 
The  answer  in  that  case  simply  alleged  that 
the  plaintiff  represented  that  the  machine 
was  capable  of  cooling  certain  rooms  in  the 
brewery,  but  the  machine,  when  set  up  and 
operated,  was  not  so  capable,  and  failed  to 
perform  the  work  for  which,  upon  the  repre- 
sentations of  the  plaintiff,  the  machine  had 
been  contracted  for ;  that  the  defendant  con- 
tracted upon  the  faith  of  the  guaranty  by 
the  plaintiff  that  it  would  cool  certain 
rooms.  The  representation  was  that  it  had 
the  capacity  of  cooling  a  space  of  150,000 
cubic  feet  of  air  to  a  temperature  suffi- 
ciently low  for  the  purpose  of  brewing  or 
manufacturing  beer.  The  evidence  tended 
to  show  that,  prior  to  the  execution  of  the 
contract,  plaintiff's  agent  had  represented 
tliat  the  machine  would  cool  150,000  cubic 
feet  of  40*  Fahrenheit;  that  the  defendant 
had  been  cooling  his  brewery  with  ice,  and 
wished  the  machine  to  cool  it  to  about  the 
same  extent.  The  evidence  further  showed 
that,  perhaps  before  the  machine  was  accept- 
ed, the  defendant  wrote  to  the  plaintiff,  and 
requested  a  guaranty  from  it  that  the  ma- 
chine would  accomplish  this  result,  which 
was  refused,  notwithstanding  which  the  de- 
fendant used  the  machine.  It  was  of  this 
state  of  the  case  that  the  court  said  that 
the  machine  purchased  was  specifically  des- 
ignated in  the  contract,  and  that:  "the  only 
implication  in  regard  to  it  was  that  it 
>vould  perform  the  work  the  described  ma- 
el  line  was  made  to  do;  and  it  is  not  con- 
tended that  there  was  any  failure  in  such 
))erformance.  This  is  not  the  case  of  an 
alleged  defect  in  the  process  of  manufacture 
known  to  the  vendor,  but  not  to  the  pur- 
Cuaser,  nor  of  presumptive  and  justifiable 
reliance  by  the  buyer  on  the  judgment  of 
the  vendor  rather  than  his  own,  but  of  a 
purchase  of  a  specific  article,  manufactured 
for  a  particular  use,  and  fit,  proper,  and 
efiicacious  for  that  use,  but  in  respect  to  the 
operation  of  which,  in  producing  a  desired 
result  under  particular*  circumstances,  the 
buyer  found  himself  disappointed."  Fur- 
ther on  the  court  said:  "The  alleged  ante- 
cedent representations  as  to  whether  the  ma- 
chine possessed  suflicient  refrigerating  pow- 
er to  cool  this  brewery  were  no  more  than 
expressions  of  opinion,  confessedly  honest- 
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ly  entertained,  and  dependent  upon  other 
elements  than  the  machine  itself,  concerning 
which  plaintiff  in  error  could  form  an  opin- 
ion as  well  as  defendant;  and  the  conduct 
of  plaintiff  in  error  in  demanding,  two 
days  after  the  contract  was  executed,  a 
written  guaranty  that  the  machine  company 
would  cool  his  building  to  3^2**  Reaumur 
(or  40*"  Fahrenheit),  and  keep  it  at  that 
all  the  time,  and  in  acquiescing  in  the  com- 
pany's refusal  to  give  the  guaranty  for  rea- 
sons stated,  and  in  thereupon  afterwards 
ordering  the  company  to  go  on  with  the 
work,  .  .  .  seems  to  us  to  justify  no 
other  conclusion  than  that  reached  by  the 
verdict." 

I  respectfully  submit  that  that  case  is 
not  this.  Here  the  vejidee  was  engaged  in 
prospecting  for  coal  in  given  localities  in 
the  state  of  Iowa.  Because  of  the  peculiar 
geological  formation  of  the  earth  to  be  bored 
through  to  reach  the  coal  deposit,  the  dia- 
mond drill,  customarily  employed  in  such 
operations,  proved  to  be  ineffective  and  in- 
adequate. Chancing  to  see  a  prospectus 
issued  by  the  plaintiff  manufacturer  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  commending  its  drills. 
Mallory  sent  his  agent  on  to  New  York  to 
interview  the  manufacturer.  This  agent  in- 
formed the  representative  of  the  manufac- 
turer fully  as  to  the  trouble  Mallory  en- 
countered in  using  the  diamond  drill, — that, 
the  coal  being  soft,  the  defendant  would  not 
get  any  core  at  all^  or  it  would  be  so  small 
that  he  could  not  judge  the  quality  of  the 
coal,  and  that  what  was  desired  was  to  pro- 
cure a  drill  that  would  produce  a  larger 
core.  This  agent  went  to  Tarrytown,  where 
the  plaintiff's  machine  shops  were  located, 
but  it  had  no  drills  manufactured  and  set 
up  so  they  could  be  seen.  The  agent  went 
with  plaintiff's  representative  to  another 
place,  and  saw  one  of  plaintiff's  drills  op- 
erated with  a  shot  bit  attachment,  work- 
ing a  short  distance  only  from  the  surface. 
He  did  not  see  it  working  with  a  "cutter," 
as  represented.  The  agent  could  not  form 
an  opinion  as  to  whether  that  drill  was 
fitted  for  operating  and  working  in  the  de- 
sired locality  in  Iowa.  He  told  the  plain- 
tiff the  general  geological  formation  of  the 
several  coal  veins,  and  the  difficulty  of  get- 
ting through  the  different  varieties, — some 
very  hard  and  some  very  soft  material. 
Plaintiff's  agent  then  represented  how  his 
machine  would  work, — that  it  would  go 
through  the  character  of  strata  and  geolog- 
ical formation  in  the  territory  where  Mal- 
lory was  operating:  that  it  would  work  all 
right,  operate  cheaply,  producing  a  large 
core  instead  of  a  small  one, — and  thereupon 
Mallory 's  agent  closed  the  contract.  In 
this  case,  therefore.,  there  was  an  article — a 
machine — not  in  esse.    It  was  to  be.^  manu-  j 
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factured  to  answer  a  purpose  made  known 
to  the  manufacturer,  which  purpose  the 
manufacturer  said  his  machine  would  ac- 
complish. Whether  or  not  it  could  do  so 
could  not  possibly  be  known  to  the  pur- 
chaser until  the  machine  was  put  in  actual 
operation  in  the  field  in  Iowa.  The  vendor 
knew  that  the  machine  it  was  to  manufac- 
ture would  not  meet  the  purpose  of  the 
vendee  unless  it  could  be  successfully  oper- 
ated in  the  earth  to  be  bored  into  through 
such  strata  to  overcome  the  defects  of  the 
diamond  drill.  It  was  sold  to  accomplish 
this  very  object.  Tliereupon  the  agent  of 
the  vendor  turned  to  his  desk,  and,  in  the 
form  of  a  letter  or  proposition,  stated,  not 
as  in  the  contract  in  the  Seitz  Case,  141  U. 
S.  510,  35  L.  ed.  837,  12  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  46, 
that  the  company  agreed  to  furnish  a  ma- 
chine "as  constructed  by  the  party  of  the 
first  part,"  but  "we  propose  to  furnish  you 
one  Class  F3  drill,"  with  certain  equip- 
ments, which  proposition  Mallory's  agent 
instantly  accepted  at  the  bottom  of  the  sub- 
mitted letter. 

If  it  is  to  be  established  as  law  that  such 
method  of  concluding  such  transactions  pre- 
cludes the  vendee  from  asserting  an  implied 
warranty  that  the  machine  to  be  manufac- 
tured is  suitable  to  the  use  for  which  the 
manufacturer  is  advised  the  purchaser  is 
buying  it,  it  does  seem  to  me  that  the 
doctrine  of  implied  warranty  can  afford  no 
protection  to  the  confiding  purchaser  against 
the  smart  secretary  of  the  manufacturer. 

The  case  of  Orand  Ave.  Hotel  Co,  v.  Whar- 
ton,  24  C.  C.  A.  441,  49  U.  S.  App.  108,  79 
Fed.  43,  when  read  with  regard  to  the  par- 
ticular facts  of  that  case,  and  the  qualify- 
ing language  of  Judge  Lochren,  furnishes 
little  support  to  the  majority  opinion.  There 
was  a  written  contract  in  that  case,  where- 
by the  defendant  agreed  to  furnish  and  de- 
liver to  plaintiff,  on  the  cars  at  Philadel- 
phia, two  certain  described  safety  boilers, 
of  150  horse  power  each,  and  the  services  of 
a  man  to  put  them  up,  for  a  given  sum,  to 
be  paid  for  as  specified;  the  contract  con- 
taining specifications  of  the  material  and 
the  construction  of  the  boilers  in  their  parts. 
The  defense  interposed  was  that  the  vendor 
knew  that  the  boilers  were  to  be  used  in  the 
Midland  hotel  at  Kansas  City,  and  that  the 
water  to  be  used  in  operating  them  was  sup- 
plied from  the  Missouri  river.  The  conten- 
tion was  that  the  company  should  have  tak- 
en notice  of  the  quality  of  that  water,  as 
to  the  amount  of  sand  it  contained  in  solu- 
tion, which  rendered  the  use  of  the  boilers 
hirnnely  ineffective.  Aside  from  the  fact  that 
there  was  nothing  in  the  evidence  to  show 
any  knowlcd<7e  on  the  part  of  the  vendor  as 
t-o  the  peculiar  proporti**'?  of  the  water  of 
the  Missouri  river  aa  affecting  the  use  of 
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the  boilers,  there  was  present  in  the  ca-<» 
the  affirmative  fact  that  the  hotel  had  in 
prior  use  similar  boilers.  So  that  the  pur- 
chaser not  only  had  its  own  engineer  run 
and  operate  the  boiler,  but  it  had  a  sp«?ci-.I 
knowledge  of  the  quality  and  properties  of 
the  Missouri  river  water.  While  there  waj* 
present  in  the  case  knowledge  on  the  part 
of  the  vendor  that  Missouri  river  water  was 
to  be  used  in  operating  the  boilers,  it  oouid 
not  be  said  that  the  vendee  had  any  right 
to  rely  upon  the  fact  that  the  vendor  knew 
the  use  to  which  the  boilers  were  to  be  put. 
It  was  of  t]iis  character  of  case  tiiat  evi- 
dence was  excluded  tending  to  show  the 
knowledge  of  the  plaintiff  as  the  basis  of 
invoking  an  implied  warranty.  It  can 
therefore  better  be  understood  why  the 
learned  judge,  while  stating  in  the  first  par- 
agraph of  the  opinion  that,  "where  a  manu- 
facturer contracts  to  supply  an  article  which 
he  manufactures  to  be  applied  to  a  par- 
ticular use,  of  which  he  is  advised,  so  that 
the  buyer  necessarily  trusts  to  the  judgment 
and  skill  of  the  manufacturer,  there  is  an 
implied  warranty  that  the  article  shall  be 
reasonably  fit  for  the  use  to  which  it  is  Ui 
be  applied,"  he  then  said:  "But  when  a 
known,  described,  and  definite  article  is  or- 
dered of  a  manufacturer,  although  it  be 
stated  by  the  purchaser  to  be  required  for  a 
particular  use,  yet,  if  the  known,  described, 
and  definite  thing  be  actually  supplied,  there 
is  no  implied  warranty  tliat  it  shall  answer 
the  particular  purpose  intended  by  the  buy- 
er. ..  .  Here  the  purchaser  contracted 
for  a  definite,  well  known  kind  of  boiler: 
its  president  having  then  a  boiler  of  the 
same  kind  in  use."  From  which  it  is  appar- 
ent that  the  ruling  was  based  upon  the 
proposition  that  the  buyer  in  that  case  was 
bargaining  for  a  specific  article  known  to 
him. 

Mr.  Justice  Harlan,  in  Kellogg  Bridge  Co, 
V.  Hamiltony  110  U.  S.  108,  28  L.  ed.  86.  3 
Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  537,  cited  in  the  foregoing 
opinion,  discussing  the  applicability  of  the 
doctrine  of  implied  warranty,  summed  up 
the  rules  as  follows:  "According  to  the 
principles  of  decided  cases,  and  upon  dear 
grounds  of  justice,  the  fundamental  inquiry 
must  always  be  whether,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  the  particular  case,  the  buyer 
had  the  right  to  rely,  and  necessarily  re- 
lied, on  the  judgment  of  the  seller,  and  not 
upon  his  own.  In  ordinary  sales  the  buyer 
has  an  opportunity  of  inspecting  the  article 
sold,  and,  the  seller  not  being  the  maker, 
and  therefore  having  no  special  or  techni- 
cal knowledge  of  the  mode  in  which  it  wa< 
made,  the  parties  stand  upon  the  grounds 
of  substantial  equality.  If  there  be,  in  fact, 
in  the  particular  case,  any  inequality,  it  i^ 
such  that  the  law  cannoL  or  ought  not  to  at- 
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iinipt  to,  provide  a^rninst.  Consequently 
tlu'  hnyiT  in  such  case^ — the  seller  giving 
lu)  express  warranty  and  making  no  repre- 
sentations tending  to  niislinid— is  holdon  to 
li5»\e  purchased  entirely  on  his  own  judg- 
uient.  But,  when  the  seller  is  the  maker  or 
manufacturer  of  the  thing  sold,  the  fair 
presumption  is  that  he  understood  the  proc- 
ess of  its  manufacture,  and  was  cognizant 
of  any  latent  defect  caused  by  such  process, 
and  against  which  reasonable  diligence 
might  have  guarded.  This  presumption  is 
justified  in  part  by  the  fact  that  the  manu- 
facturer or  maker  by  his  occupation  holds 
himself  out  as  competent  to  make  articles 
reasonably  adapted  to  the  purposes  for 
which  such  or  similar  articles  are  designed. 
When,  therefore,  the  buyer  has  no  oppor- 
tunity to  inspect  the  article,  or  when,  from 
the  situation,  inspection  is  impracticably  or 
useless,  it  is  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
he  bought  on  bis  own  judgment,  or  that  he 
did  not  rely  on  the  judgment  of  the  seller 
as  to  latent  defects  of  which  the  latter,  Jf 
he  used  due  care,  must  have  been  informed 
during  the  process  of  manufacture.  If  the 
buyer  relied,  and,  under  the  circumstances, 
had  reason  to  rely,  on  the  judgment  of  the 
seller,  who  was  the  manufacturer  or  maker 
of  the  article,  the  law  implies  a  warranty 
that  it  is  reasonably  fit  for  the  use  for 
which  it  was  designed;  the  seller  at  the 
time  being  informed  of  the  purpose  to  de- 
vote it  to  that  use.  ...  In  the  cases 
of  sales  by  manufacturers  of  their  own  ar- 
ticles for  particular  purposes,  communi- 
cated to  them  at  the  time,  the  argument 
was  uniformly  pressed  that,  as  the  buyer 
could  have  required  an  express  warranty, 
none  should  be  implied.  But  plainly  such 
an  argument  impeaches  the  whole  doctrine 
of  implied  warranty,  for  there  can  be  no 
case  of  a  sale  of  personal  property  in  which 
the  buyer  may  not,  if  he  chooses,  insist  on 
an  express  warranty  against  latent  defects." 
Tn  that  case  there  was  a  written  contract 
as  to  what  the  parties  were  to  do  in  com- 
pleting the  bridge,  in  connection  with  the 
work  already  done  by  the  bridge  com- 
pany. There  was  no  express  warranty 
about  the  character  of  the  work  the  bridge 
company  had  already  done.  But  the  bridge 
company  knew  that  Hamilton  was  to  use 
the  structure  for  a  particular  purpose.  Its 
internal  construction  and  adaptability  were 
known  to  the  bridge  company,  but  pre- 
sumptively could  be  known  to  Hamilton 
only  after  using  it.  Of  this  situation  the 
learned  judge  said:  "The  buyer  did  not, 
because,  in  the  nature  of  things,  he  could 
not,  rely  on  his  own  judgment:  and.  in 
vij»w  of  the  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
the  relations  of  the  parties,  he  must  be 
deemed  to  have  relied  on  the  judgment  of 
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the  company,  which  alone  of  the  parties  to 
the  contract  had  or  could  have  knowledge  of 
the  manner  in  which  the  work  had  been 
done.  The  law  therefore  implies  a  warranty 
that  this  false  work  was  reasonably  suit- 
able for  such  use  as  was  contemplated  by 
both  parties.  It  was  constructed  for  a  par- 
ticular purpose,  and  was  sold  to  accomplish 
that  purjwse;  and  it  is  intrinsically  just 
that  the  company,  which  held  itself  out  as 
possessing  the  requisite  skill  to  do  work  of 
that  kind,  and  therefore  as  having  special 
knowledge  of  its  own  workmanship,  should 
be  held  to  indemnify  its  vendee  against  lat- 
ent defects  arising  from  the  mode  of  con- 
struction, and  which  the  latter,  as  the  com- 
pany well  knew,  could  not  by  any  inspection 
discover  for  himself." 

In  Pullman^s  Palace  Car  Co.  v.  Metropol- 
itan Street  R,  Co.  157  U.  S.  94,  39  L.  ed. 
632,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  503,  the  contract  for 
the  building  of  the  cars  by  the  Pullman 
company  was  in  writing,  containing  speci- 
fications as  to  the  thing  to  be  made  and 
shipped, — as  much  so  as  in  the  case  at  bar. 
Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  contract 
provided  for  an  inspection  of  the  cars  after 
completion,  by  the  purchaser's  expert  engi- 
neer, before  they  were  delivered,  it  was  con- 
tended by  the  vendee,  when  sued  for  the  pur- 
chase money,  that  there  was  an  inherent  de- 
fect in  the  brakes  furnished  for  the  cars, 
not  discoverable  by  inspection,  and  that 
there  was  an  implied  warranty  of  such 
latent  defects  in  the  cars.  As  the  Pullman 
company  was  advised  that  tlie  cars  to  be  ' 
manufactured  were  to  be  operated  on  a  par- 
ticular line  of  road,  with  peculiar,  acute 
curves,  requiring  brakes  especially  adapted 
thereto,  it  was  held  that  there  was  an  im- 
plied warranty  on  the  part  of  the  manufac- 
turer that  the  brakes  constructed  by  it  as  a 
part  of  the  machinery  would  meet  the  re- 
quirements of  the  purchaser.  Inasmuch  as 
the  defendant  had  accepted  the  cars,  and  the 
only  defect  was  the  insufficiency  of  the 
brakes,  which  the  vendee  had  the  means  of 
supplying,  it  was  ruled  that  it  could  recoup 
for  the  difference  which  it  would  cost  to 
equip  the  cars  with  such  obtainable  brakes. 

The  utility  of  the  machinery  furnished  by 
the  plaintift'  company  in  this  case  consisted 
entirely  in  the  adaptability  of  the  drill  bit 
to  accomplish  the  required  boring  in  the 
peculiar  strata  formation  where  MallorV 
was  exploring  for  coal.  While  the  plaintiff 
submitted  in  writing  an  itemized  specifi- 
cation of  the  equipment  to  be  furnished  by 
it,  and  the  cost  thereof,  and  Mallory  agreed 
by  the  acceptance  to  pay  the  sum  specified, 
it  was  practically  contemporaneous  with  the 
information  given  the  manufacturer  by  the 
puvcha.scr  as  to  the  particular  use  to  whicli 
it  was  to  be  applied,  and  with  the  knowl- 
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edge  that,  unless  it  accomplished  the  desired 
work,  it  would  be  practically  useless  to  the 
purchaser.  It  does  seem  to  me,  therefore, 
that  if  there  can  be  a  case  where  the  law 
writes  into  the  executory  contract,  where 
the  manufacturer  undertakes  to  manufac- 
ture a  machine  with  full  knowledge  of  the 


purpose  for  which  it  is  bought,  a  warrant r 
that  it  is  fit  for  the  specified  use,  and  when 
the  manufacturer  knows  that  the  vendee  is 
relying  upon  the  manufacturer's  superior 
knowledge  of  the  fitness  of  the  machine,  this 
is  clearly  a  proper  case  for  the  application 
of  this  wholesome  rule  of  law. 


IOWA  SUPREME  COURT. 


Ben  B.  COTANT 

V. 

BOONE    SUBURBAN     RAILWAY     COM- 
PANY,   Appt. 

(125  Iowa,  46.) 

1.  A  railway  company  wblcta  expreasly 
or  by  implication  invltcM  Ita  passcn- 
irers  to  niic  a  utile  over  a  ^Flre  fence 

In  leaving  its  j^rounds  is  bound  to  use  at  lease 
ordinary  care  in  seeing  that  It  is  fit  for  the 
purpose  intended,  although  the  stile  was  not 
erected  by  it.  and  the  defective  part  is  not  on 
its  property,  but  where  It  has  no  right  to  go 
to  make  inspection  or  impairs. 
'  2.  Damaares  for  future  aalTerinfl:  be- 
canae  of  a  nevllvent  injury  may  be  al- 
lowed where  plaintiff  Is  still  suffering  at  the 
lime  of  trial,  and  experts  testify  that  the  in- 
Jury  will  probably  be  permanent. 

3.  TUe  aueationn  of  tbe  provlalon  of  a 
reanouably  ante  and  acceaalble  exit 
from  a  railroad  terminal,  and  of  the 
negligence  of  a  passenger  injured  by  attempt- 
ing to  use  a  stile  over  a  wire  fence  for  that 
purpose,  are  for  the  Jury,  where  the  evidence 
shows  that  there  was  an  opening  through 
the* fence  40  rods  away,  and  another  400  or 
.'iOO  feot  away,  not  in  sight,  which  might  have 
been  closed  on  the  day  of  the  accident. 

4.  Paaaenisrera  bave  a  rlgrbt  to  aaaume 
that  raeans  of  egress  from  the  carrier's  ter- 
minal grounds  are  reasonably  safe. 

6.  A  carrier  cannot  delegate  to  anotlier 
the  duty  of  seeing  that  the  means  of  egress 
from  its  terminal  grounds  are  reasonably  safe. 

(April  6,  1904.) 

APPEAL  by  defendant  from  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Boone  County 
in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an  action  brought  to 
recover  damages  for  personal  injuries  al- 
leged to  have  been  caused  by  defendant's 
negligence.     Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  W.  W.  Goodykoonta  and  Dow- 
«11  A  Parriflh,  for  appellant: 

The  .street  railway  company  did  not  erect 


the  stile;  had  not  assumed  control  thereof: 
it  had  no  right  to  enter  on  the  grounds 
of  the  North  Western  Railway  Company, 
either  to  inspect,  repair,  or  rebuild  the 
stile;  and  it  therefore  owed  the  plaintiff 
no  duty  to  inspect,  repair,  or  rebuild  it. 

3  Thomp.  Neg.  §  3352;  Veeder  v.  LittU 
Falli,  100  N.  Y.  343,  3  N.  E.  306;  Quimhy 
V.  Boston  d  M.  R.  Co.  69  Me,  340;  TcxaA 
d  N.  0.  R.  Go.  v.  Dessommes  (Tex.)  15  S. 
W.  806. 

Messrs.  C.  T.  Cotaat  and  Gaaoe  it 
HolliiiKswortli,  for  appellee: 

Plaintiff  was  not  required  to  take  more 
than  a  casual  observation  of  the  stile  be- 
fore attempting  to  cross  it.  He  would  he 
justified  in  assuming  defendant  had  done 
its  part. 

Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Marion,  123  Ind.  415. 
7  L.  R.  A.  687,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  330,  23  X. 
E.  973;  Lucas  v.  Pennsylvania  Co.  120  Ind. 
205,  16  Am.  St.  Rep.  323,  21  N.  E.  972. 

The  conduct  of  defendant  placed  plaintiff 
in  the  position  in  which  he  was,  and  what 
would  amount  to  ordinary  care  on  plain- 
tiff's part  would  be  negligence  when  viewed 
from  the  standpoint  of  defendant. 

Hall  V.  Murdoch,  114  Mich.  233,  72  N. 
W.  150. 

Plaintiff  would  not  be  compelled  to  fore- 
go the  use  of  the  stile,  even  though  tlH»re 
were  some  apparent  dangers  in  its  use.  if 
he  exercised  care  commensurate  with  the 
added  danger. 

Pennsylvania  Co.  v.  Marion,  123  Ind.  4l.i, 
7  L.  R.  A.  687,  18  Am.  St.  Rep.  330,  23 
N.  E.  973. 

Where  a  person  is  injured,  without  neg- 
lect on  his  part,  by  a  defect  in  a  way  or  pas- 
sageway over  which  he  has  been  induce<l  lo 
pass,  for  a  lawful  purpose,  by  an  invita- 
tion, express  or  implied,  he  can  recover  dam- 
ages for  the  injury  sustained,  against  the 
party  so  inviting,  or  being  in  fault  for  the 
defect. 


Note. — -\8  to  duty  of  carrier  to  provide  safe 
means  at  entrance  to  and  exit  from  Its  stations, 
see  also,  In  this  series.  Delaware,  L.  &  W.  R. 
Co.  V.  Trautweln.  7  L.  K.  A.  4:{5. 

As  lo  raeasure  of  care  which  a  carrier  must 
exorcise  to  keep  its  platforms  and  approaches 
69  L.  R.  A. 


safe,  see  note  to  Johns  y.  Charlotte.  C.  &  A. 
R.  Co.  20  L.  R.  A.  520. 

As  to  duty  to  maintain  safe  approaches  be- 
yond Its  premises,  see  note  to  P.kottowe  ▼.  Ore- 
gon Short  Line  &  U.  N.  R.  Co.  16  L.  R.  A.  593. 
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ToMn  V.  Portland,  8.  d  P.  R,  Co.  59  Me. 
183,  8  Am.  Rep.  415;  Carleton  v.  Franoonia 
Iron  A  Steel  Co,  99  Mass.  216;  Skottovoe  v. 
Oregon  Short  Line  d  V,  N.  R.  Co.  22  Or. 
430,  16  L.  R.  A.  593,  30  Pac.  222;  Corrigan 
V.  EUinger,  81  Minn.  42,  83  N.  W.  492; 
Brezee  v.  Powers,  80  Mich.  172,  45  N.  W. 
130;  ktewart  v.  Cincinnati,  W.  d  M,  R.  Co. 
89  Mich.  316,  17  L.  R.  A.  539,  50  N.  W. 
852;  Burnett  v.  Burlington  d  M.  R.  Co.  16 
Neb.  332,  20  N.  W.  280;  LilUtrom  v.  'North- 
em  P.  R.  Co,  53  Minn.  464,  20  L.  R.  A. 
587,  55  N.  W.  624;  Emery  v.  Minneapolis 
Industrial  Exposition,  56  Minn.  460,  57  N. 
W.    1132. 

Deemer,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

Defendant  owns  and  operates  an  electric 
railway  from  the  city  of  Boone  to  the  Des 
Moines  river,  near  what  is  known  as  the 
-"•High  Bridge"  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwest- 
ern Railway,  and  on  the  4th  day  of  July, 
1901,  was  carrying  passengers  over  the  said 
line  for  hire.  The  west  or  river  end  of  this 
railway  ran  for  some  distance  parallel  to, 
and  immediately  north  of,  the  right  of  way 
of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Crompany,  and  the  rights  of  way  of  the  two 
companies  were  separated  by  a  wire  fence. 
Just  prior  to  the  4th  day  of  July,  1901,  one 
Spraker  who  owned  some  land  south  of  the 
steam  railway  right  of  way,  which  he  used 
as  pleasure  ground,  constructed  a  stile  over 
this  wire  fence,  which  was  made  by  placing 
two  ladders,  each  8  or  10  feet  in  length,  and 
14  or  16  inches  in  width,  in  such  a  position 
as  that  two  ends  met  over  and  above  the 
fence,  while  the  other  ends  were  set  in  the 
earth  on  either  side  thereof.  Boards  run- 
ning parallel  with  the  sides  of  the  ladders 
were  nailed  thereon,  and  strips  or  cleats  at 
short  intervals  were  fa.stened  to  these 
boards.  There  were  no  railings  or  hand- 
rails, and  no  lateral  supports.  Plaintiif 
took  one  of  defendant's  trains  in  the  city  of 
Boone,  rode  out  to  the  western  terminal  at 
or  near  the  Des  Moines  river,  alighted  from 
the  car,  and,  seeing  this  stile,  which  was 
near  where  the  train  stopped,  attempted  to 
pass  over  it,  and,  as  he  started  to  descend 
from  the  top,  caught  his  foot  in  such  a  way 
as  that  he  was  thrown  to  the  ground,  and 
received  the  injuries  of  which  he  complains. 
He  said  on  the  witness  stand  that  as  he 
took  the  second  step  down,  and  placed  the 
weight  on  his  foot,  something  broke  or 
turned  with  him  causing  him  to  lose  his 
balance  and  to  fall  to  the  ground;  that  his 
foot  was  caught  and  held,  so  that  his  head 
und  shoulders  struck  the  ground.  The  al- 
leged grounds  of  negligence  are  that  "the 
said  stile  was  without  railing  or  means  of 
lateral  support,  and  that  the  defendant,  its 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


agents  or  servants,  so  carelessly  and  negli- 
gently constructed,  appropriated,  main- 
tained, and  used  said  unsafe  and  dangerous 
ladder  and  stile,  and  so  negligently  and  care- 
lessly failed,  refused,  and  neglected  to  assist 
plaintiff  at  any  time  or  in  any  manner  in 
getting  over  said  ladders  or  stile  or  barb- 
wire  fence,  in  departing  from  the  defendant's 
said  grounds,  and  so  failed,  refused,  and  neg- 
lected to  provide  safe  means  of  egress,  and 
ingress  from  or  to  said  grounds,  as  to  cause 
each  and  all  of  the  damages  set  out  in  the 
petition;  that  said  stile  or  ladder  was  so 
defectively  constructed  of  light  and  defec- 
tive timber  as  to  break  and  give  way,  and 
thjis  throw  plaintiff  to  the  ground  and 
break  his  leg,  causing  the  injury  complained 
of."  Defendant  denied  any  negligence  on 
its  part,  and  pleaded  contributory  negli- 
gence on  the  part  of  the  plaintiff.  Many 
points  are  relied  upon  for  a  reversal,  the 
more  important  of  which  we  shall  consider 
in  the  order  presented  by  appellant's  coun- 
sel in  their  brief. 

The  first  proposition  made  by  them  is 
that,  as  defendant  did  not  erect  the  stile,  had 
not  assumed  control  thereof,  and  had  no 
right  to  enter  upon  the  land  of  the  steam 
railway,  either  to  inspect  or  to  repair  it, 
it  owed  plaintiff  no  duty  with  respect  there- 
to, and  cannot  be  charged  with  negligence 
either  in  the  construction  or  maintenance 
of  this  device.  The  trial  court  gave  the 
following,  among  other  instructions:  "You 
are  instructed  that,  after  completing  its 
road,  defendant  was  under  no  obligations 
to  build  or  erect  a  stile  or  stairs  over  the 
fence  from  the  right  of  way  leading  over 
and  into  the  right  of  way  of  the  Chicago 
&  Northwestern  Railway;  but,  if  you  find 
from  the  evidence  that  said  stile  in  question 
was  constructed  partly  on  defendant's 
grounds  and  partly  on  the  grounds  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company, 
and  that  the  same  was  used  by  the  passen- 
gers from  defendant's  cars  as  the  usual 
means  of  egress  from  said  grounds,  and 
such  fact  was  known  to  defendant,  and  de- 
fendant permitted  the  same,  and  there  was 
no  other  reasonable  or  safe  way  of  egress 
from  said  grounds,  then  the  fact  that  said 
stile  was  partially  upon  the  grounds  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railway  Company 
would  not  relieve  defendant  of  the  obligation 
to  exercise  ordinary  care  in  keeping  said 
stile  in  a  reasonably  safe  condition,  if  it 
allowed  the  same  to  remain  and  be  used  as 
the  only  reasonable  means  of  egress  from  its 
grounds."  From  the  statement  already 
made,  it  will  be  observed  that  the  accident 
occurred  on  that  part  of  the  stile  which 
was  over  and  upon  the  right  of  way  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad,  and  it 
is  contended  that  defendant's  responsibility 
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ceased  when  the  passenger  passed  upon  the 
grounds  of  another  carrier;  that,  at  most, 
it  was  under  no  other  duty  to  the  plaintiff 
than  to  warn  him  of  danger  of  which  it  had 
notice  or  knowledge,  and  that  its  liability 
is  no  greater  than  if  the  stile  had  been 
erected  jointly  by  the  steam  railway  com- 
pany and  the  defendant.  The  defendant  did 
not  erect  the  stile,  and  there  is  no  evidenca 
that  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad 
Company  had  anything  to  do  with  it.  Lit- 
tle need  be  said  in  support  of  the  proposi- 
tion that  this  stile  was  a  dangerous  con- 
trivance. The  jury  so  found,  and  we  have 
no  doubt  of  the  correctness  of  its.  finding. 
But  defendant  strenuously  insists  that,  as 
it  had  no  right  to  enter  upon  the  grounfls 
of  the  other  company  to  repair  the  device, 
it  cannot  be  held  liable  for  any  injury  that 
may  have  resulted  from  the  use  thereof. 
Ordinarily  this  proposition  is  true,  but  it 
must  be  remembered  that  this  contrivance, 
while  partly  on  or  over  the  land  of  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Company, 
was  a  single,  complete  device,  and  formed  a 
continuous  passageway  over  the  fence;  and, 
if  defendant  invited  its  passengers  to 
use  it,  either  expressly  or  by  implication, 
it  was  bound  to  at  least  ordinary  care  in 
seeing  that  it  was  fit  for  the  purpose  in- 
tended. That  it  had  no  right  to  go  upon 
the  grounds  of  the  Chicago  &  Northwestern 
Railroad  Company  to  make  inspection  or 
repairs  is  not  controlling.  Its  passengers 
were  not  bound  to  ascertain  at  their  peril 
what  part  of  this  stile  was  on  the  prem- 
ises owned  by  another  company,  and  what 
right  defendant  had  to  use  it.  Defendant 
undoubtedly  had  the  right  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  this  other  company  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  stile,  and  for  permission  to 
its  passengers  to  cross  its  right  of  way; 
and,  having  invited  the  traveling  public  to 
use  the  device,  it  will  not  be  permitted  to 
say  that  it  had  no  right  to  erect  part  of 
the  contrivance  upon  grounds  of  another 
company.  It  will  not  do  to  say  that  the 
traveling  public  must  inquire  in  such  cases 
as  to  the  right  the  carrier  had  to  pass 
upon  the  grounds  of  another  company  to 
make  repairs.  This  contrivance  was  used 
by  defendant's  passengers  alone.  It  was  not 
built  to  accommodate  the  steam  railway  or 
its  passengers.  The  use  made  of  the  rail- 
way right  of  way  was  permissive  only. 
That  company  had  no  interest  in  the  device, 
did  not  profit  therefrom  in  any  way,  and 
was  not  using  it  for  the  benefit  of  its  pa- 
trons. It  did  not  owe  the  plaintiff  or  the 
defendant  company  any  duty  whatever  with 
reference  to  this  stile,  and  the  plaintiff 
was  not  going  upon  its  grounds  for  the  pur- 
pose of  taking  its  trains,  or  for  any  other 
purpose  than  simply  to  cross  thorn.  In  so 
09  L.  R.  A. 


doing,  he  was  nothing  more  than  a  licen- 
see, and  the  steam  railway  company  was 
under  no  obligation  to  look  after  his  safety 
in  coming  upon  its  premises.  The  use 
made  of  the  stile  was  for  the  joint  benefit 
of  the  defendant  company  and  the  owner  of 
the  pleasure  grounds.  The  jury  was  justified 
in  finding  that  the  defendant  company  knew 
that  it  was  being  used  by  its  passenger?, 
and  that  it  was  in  a  dangerous  condition. 
It  was  also  justified  in  finding,  on  account 
of  its  position  and  the  manner  in  which 
the  defendant  stopped  its  trains  and 
operated  its  road,  that  there  was  an  im- 
plied invitation  to  its  passengers  to  use  the 
device  in  going  to  the  High  Bridge  and  to 
the  picnic  grounds  of  Spraker,  the  man  who 
constructed  the  stile.  Had  the  oontrivancii> 
been  constructed  by  the  defendant  and  the 
Chicago  &  Northwestern  Railroad  Com- 
pany jointly  for  the. use  of  the  passengers 
of  either  line,  both  would  undoubtedly  have 
been  liable  for  an  injury  received  by  a 
passenger.  The  rule  seems  to  be  "that  the 
depot  and  connected  grounds,  visited  by 
coming  and  going  passengers,  should  be 
fitted  up  with  a  careful  regard  to  their  com- 
fort and  safety.  The  approaches,  the 
tracks  around,  the  platforms  and  places  for 
entering  and  leaving  the  cars,  the  passages 
to  the  cars,  every  spot  likely  to  be  visited 
by  passengers  seeking  the  depot,  waiting  at 
it  for  trains  or  departing,  should  be  made 
safe,  and  kept  so."  Bishop,  Noncontract 
Law,  §  1086.  See  also  Luoaa  v.  Pennsyl- 
vipnia  Co.  120  Ind.  205,  16  Am.  St  Rep.  323. 
21  N.  £.  972,  and  cases  cited.  Here  there 
was  no  liability  on  the  part  of  the  steam 
railway  company,  but  the  situation  was 
such  as  to  make  it  natural  for  a  peri^on 
alighting  from  defendant's  train  as  plain- 
tiff did,  intending  to  go  to  the  bridge  or  to 
the  pleasure  grounds,  to  use  the  stile  in 
passing  over  the  fence.  Defendant  was 
bound  to  know  that  persons  alighting  from 
its  trains  would  likely  use  this  device  in 
passing  to  their  destination,  and  it  was 
its  duty  to  use  at  least  ordinary  care  in 
seeing  that  it  was  properly  constructed  and 
in  good  repair.  The  following  cases  lend 
support  to  our  conclusions  on  this  point: 
Cro98  V.  Lake  Shore  d  M,  8.  R.  Co.  69  Mich. 
363,  13  Am.  St.  Rep.  399,  37  N.  W.  361: 
Collins  V.  Toledo,  A.  A.  d  N.  J/.  R.  Co,  80 
Mich.  390,  45  N.  W.  178;  East  Tennewet. 
V,  d  O,  R.  Co.  V.  Watson,  94  Ala.  634,  10 
So.  228;  Delaware,  L.  d  W.  R.  Co.  v. 
Trautwein,  62  N.  J.  L.  169,  7  L.  R.  A.  435, 
19  Am.  St.  Rep.  442,  19  Atl.  178. 

2.  The  defendant  asked  an  instruction  to 
the  effect  that,  if  the  jury  found  the  injury 
was  due  to  a  defective  step  or  board  in  the 
stile,  it  would  not  be  liable,  unless  it  knew, 
or  in  the  exercise  of  ordinary  care  should 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1904. 


CoTANT  V.  Boone  Sububban  R.  Co. 


985 


have  known,  of  this  defective  condition. 
.This  thought  was  embodied  in  one  of  the 
instructions  given  by  the  trial  court,  and 
defendant  lias  no  cause  of  complaint. 

3.  Instruction  10,  which  reads  as  follows, 
is  complained  of:  "If  you  find  from  the 
evidence  that  the  stile  in  question  was  con- 
structed partly  upon  the  ground  of  defend- 
ant company,  and  that  the  same  was  ordi- 
narily and  generally  used  by  those  who 
were  passengers  on  defendant  company's 
cars  as  a  means  of  egress  from  said 
grounds,  where  the  railway  of  defendant 
terminated,  and  that  there  was  no  other 
reasonable  means  of  egress  from  said 
grounds,  and  that  said  defendant  company 
knew  that  said  stile  was  so  used  by  pas- 
sengers upon  its  cars  in  leaving  said 
•pounds,  and  that  it  permitted  them  to  do 
so;  and  you  further  find  that  said  stile,  by 
reason  of  its  narrowness,  or  by  reason  of 
the  fact  that  there  was  no  railing  thereon 
or  by  reason  of  the  fact  that  said  stile  was 
constructed  of  light  and  defective  lumber, 
if  such  you  find  the  fact  to  be,  was  not  such 
means  of  egress  from  said  grounds  as  an 
ordinary  person  would  provide  under  simi- 
lar circumstances, — ^you  will  be  justified 
in  finding  the  defendant  guilty  of  negli- 
gence, as  charged.  If,  however,  you  find 
that  the  said  stile  was  such  as  an  ordinary 
person  would  employ  under  similar  circura- 
stanoea  as  a  means  of  ^ress  from  said 
grounds,  then  there  would  be  no  negligence 
upon  the  part  of  defendant.''  The  criti- 
cism is  that  there  was  no  evidence  upon 
which  to  base  it.  Sufilice  it  to  say  that  we 
find  in  the  record  ample  testimony  to  jus- 
tify the  instruction. 

4.  Instruction  19,  relating  to  the  meas- 
ure of  damages,  is  also  challenged.  It 
reads  as  follows:  "If  you  find  him  entitled 
to  recover,  he  should  be  allowed  a  fair  and 
reasonable  compensation  for  his  injuries.  In 
estimating  his  damage,  no  precise  rule  can 
be  given  for  the  amount  to  be  allowed,  as 
they  are  not  in  their  nature  susceptible  of 
exact  money  valuation.  You  are  to  use 
your  own  sense  and  judgment,  and  be  guid- 
ed by  the  evidence,  in  allowing  him  such 
sum  as  will  reasonably  compensate  him. 
In  making  up  this  amount,  you  should 
award,  as  may  appear  from  the  evidence, 
the  reasonable  value  of  the  time  lost  be- 
cause of  the  injury,  the  amount  he  has 
paid  for  medical  attendance  and  nursing, 
and  fair  compensation  for  the  bodily  pain 
and  suffering  caused  by  the  said  injury; 
and  if  you  further  find  that  plaintiff's  in- 
juries are  permanent,  and  will,  to  some  ex- 
tent, disable  him  in  the  future,  and  cause 
him  pain  and  suffering  hereafter,  you 
should  also  allow  him  such  further  sum 
M,  paid  now  in  advance,  will  reasonably 
69  L.  R.  A. 


compensate  him  for  such  future  disability, 
pain,  and  suffering  as  the  evidence  shows  it 
is  reasonably  probable  will  result  to  him 
in  the  future  from  such  injuries."  The 
first  point  made  with  reference  to  this  is 
that  there  is  no  testimony  on  which  to  base 
an  allowance  for  future  disability.  The 
evidence  clearly  shows  that  plaintiff  was 
suffering  from  his  injuries  at  the  time  of 
trial,  and  the  experts  testified  that  his 
injury  would  probably  be  permanent. 
Plaintiff  testified  that  he  was  earning  $50 
per  month  before  the  injury,  and  had  not 
been  able  to  earn  more  than  $10  since. 
This  was  sufficient  to  take  the  case  to  the 
jury.  Smith  v.  Siouw  City,  119  Iowa,  50, 
93  N.  W.  81 ;  Winter  v.  Central  Iowa  R.  Co. 
80  Iowa,  443,  45  N.  W.  737;  Ashley  v. 
Sioux  City  (Iowa)  93  N.  W.  303.  Next  it 
is  argued  that  the  instruction  runs  counter 
to  the  rules  announced  in  Fry  v.  Dubuque 
d  8,  TF.  R.  Co.  45  Iowa,  416,  and  Laird  v. 
Chioagoy  R.  I.  d  P.  R.  Co,  100  Iowa,  336, 
69  N.  \y.  414.  A  reading  of  these  cases 
will  sufficiently  demonstrate  the  incorrect- 
ness of  this  proposition.  Abstractly  con- 
sidered, the  instruction  has  support  in 
Bailey  v.  Centerville,  108  Iowa,  20,  78  N.  W. 
S3l; Miller  v.  Boone  County,  95  Iowa,  5,  63 
N.  W.  352;  Smith  v.  Siouw  City  ,  119  Iowa, 
50,  93  N.  W.  81. 

5.  Lastly  it  is  argued  that  the  verdict  is 
contrary  to  the  instructions.  The  prin- 
cipal contention  here  is  that  there  was  an- 
other means  of  egress  from  the  defendant's 
grounds,  whereby  plaintiff  could  have 
reached  his  destination  with  safety.  There 
was  testimony  to  the  effect  that  there  was 
an  opening  in  a  barbed-wire  fence  40  rods 
away,  but  it  was  not  a  place  which  afforded 
a  reasonable  means  of  egress  from  defend- 
ants terminal.  Another  opening  in  the 
fence,  400  or  600  feet  away,  was  spoken  of 
by  one  witness,,  but  it  was  not  in  sight,  and 
the  witness  said  that  it  may  have  been 
closed  on  the  day  of  the  accident.  It  was 
clearly  a  question  for  the  jury  to  say 
whether  or  not  there  was  another  reason- 
ably safe,  and  accessible  place  of  exit  from 
the  grounds  where  the  railway  terminated, 
and  as  to  whether  or  not  plaintiff  was  neg- 
ligent in  not  taking  it. 

In  conclusion,  we  may  say  that  the  case 
was  submitted  to  the  jury  on  two  theories: 
One,  that  the  stile,  by  reason  of  its  narrow- 
ness, or  for  want  of  railings,  or  because  it 
was  constructed  of  light  or  defective  ma- 
terials, was  not  such  means  of  egress  as  an 
ordinarily  prudent  person  would  provide,  in 
which  event  defendant  might  be  found 
guilty  of  negligence;  and  the  other,  that  the 
injury  was  due  to  a  defective  board 
in  said  stile,  in  which  event  defendant 
would  not  be  guilty  of  negligence,  unless  it 
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knew,  or  in  the  exercise  of  reasonable  care 
should  have  known,  of  its  defective  condi- 
tion. The  latter  theory,  was  bottomed  on 
the  thought  that  the  stile  itself  was  not 
dangerous,  save  as  it  had  a  defective  board. 
What  we  have  said  in  the  first  division 
of  this  opinion  has  reference  to  this  last 
contention.  On  the  other  proposition,  de- 
fendant was  liable  for  the  defective  condi- 
tion of  the  stile,  although  it  was  erected  by 
a  stranger.  Defendant  had  full  knowl- 
edge of  the  construction  of  the  stile,  and 
impliedly  invited  its  passengers  to  use  it. 
Under  such  circumstances,  its  liability  is 
the  same  as  if  it  had  itself  set  up  and  main- 
tained the  device.  See  cases  hitherto  cited 
and  McDonald  v.  Chicago  d  X.  W.  R,  Co. 
26  Iowa,  124,  95  Am.  Dec.  114;  Beard  v. 
Connecticut  d  P.  Rivers  R.  Co.  48  Vt.  101 ; 
Oilmore  v.  Philadelphia  d  R.  R.  Co.  164  Pa. 
375,  25  Atl.  774;  Watson  v.  Oxanna  Land 
Co.  92  Ala.  320,  8  So.  770.  This  rule  is 
bottomed  on  the  proposition  that  the  duty 
of  a  carrier  of  passengers  does  not  end  when 
the  passenger  has  alighted  from  its  cars. 
It  must  also  provide  reasonably  safe  means 
of  access  in  and  from  its  stations  or  ter- 
minals for  the  use  of  its  passengers,  and 
the  passengers  have  a  right  to  assume  that 
the  means  of  egress  provided  are  reasonably 
safe.  This  duty  it  cannot  delegate  to 
another  so  as  to  relieve  itself  from  respon- 


sibility. See  cases  hitherto  cited.  De- 
fendant's contention  that  it  is  not  liable  be- 
cause the  stile  was  erected  by  a  stranger 
is  unsound  in  principle,  and  not  sustained 
by  authority.  When  it  invited  its  passen- 
gers to  use  this  stile,  it,  in  effect,  rep- 
resented that  it  was  reasonably  safe  for  the 
purposes  intended;-  and,  when  injury  oc- 
curred by  reason  of  its  unsafe  or  faulty 
construction,  it  should  not  be  allowed  to 
shield  itself  behind  another,  and  to  say  that 
it  did  not  know  of  its  defective  construc- 
tion. Oulf,  C.  d  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  Glenk,  9 
Tex.  Civ.  App.  599,  30  S.  W.  278,  and  cases 
cited. 

The  instructions  were  even  more  favor- 
able to  the  defendant  than  it  was  entitled 
to.  We  are  not  to  be  understood  as  approv- 
ing all  of  them.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  de- 
fendant was  in  no  manner  prejudiced  either 
by  those  given,  or  by  the  refusal  of  the 
court  to  give  those  asked  by  it.  Our  obser- 
vations in  the  second  paragraph  of  this 
opinion  must  be  ccHistrued  with  reference 
to  these  suggestions. 

There  is  no  prejudicial  error  in  the  rec- 
ord, and  the  judgment  must  be,  and  is,  af- 
firmed. 

Biahop,  J.,  took  no  part. 
Petition  for  rehearing  overruled. 
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1.  The  life  estates  created  by  statute, 

giving  a  surviving  husband  or  wife  one-third 
interest  for  life  in  the  real  estate  of  the 
other,  are  subject  to  the  incidents  of  com- 
mon-law life  estates,  although  they  are  not 
the  same  as  the  common-law  estates ;  and 
the  life  tenant  is  therefore  impeachable  for 
waste. 
S.  One  entitled  to  an  undivided  life 
estate  under  a  statute  vlvlnv  a  sur- 
viving husband  or  wife  a  one-third 
Interest  in  the  real  estate  of  the  other  can 
not  demand  absolutely  any  part  of  the  pro- 
duction of  oil  wells  subsequently  opened  upon 
the  property  by  the  remainder-men,  but  Is 
entitled  only  to  the  income  upon  one  third 
of  the  oil  produced. 

(April  27,   1905.) 


ERROR  to  the  Court  of  Civil  Appeals  for 
the  First  Supreme  Judicial  District  to 
review  a  judgment  modifying  a  judgment 
of  the  District  Court  for  Jefferson  County 
in  plaintiffs'  favor  in  an  action  brought  to 
establish  an  interest  in  petroleum  produced 
from  land  in  which  plaintiffs  claimed  an 
undivided  interest.    Affirmed. 

The  facts  are  stated  in  the  opinion. 

Messrs.  Amoa  L.  Beaty,  W.  D.  Gor- 
don, and  E.  C.  Molioaa,  for  plaintiffs  in 
error : 

The  widow's  estate  is  not  confined  to  the 
surface  of  the  land,  but  includes  the  min- 
erals beneath;  and  the  case  must  be  ad- 
judged accordingly. 

Tex.  Rev.  Stat!  art.  1689;  Benavides  v. 
Hunt,  79  Tex.  383,  15  S.  W.  396;  Koen  v. 
Bartlett,  41  W.  Va.  559,  31  L.  R.  A.  128,  56 
Am.  St.  Rep.  884,  23  S,  E.  664;  Seagcr  r. 
McCabe,  92  Mich.  186,  16  L.  R.  A.  247,  52 
N.  W.  299;   Blakley  v.  Marshall,  174  Pa. 


NOTB. — As  to  riffht  of  dower  in  mines,  see.  in 
this  series,  Seajcer  v.  McCabe,  16  L.  R.  A.  247. 
and  note. 

As  to  rights  of  life  tenants  generally  In  oil 
In  place,  see,  in  this  series.  Koen  v.  Bartlett. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


:il  L.  R.  A.  128 ;  Williamson  v.  Jones,  25  U  B. 
A.  222,  with  note  as  to  nature  of  property  In 
mineral  oil  and  Ras,  also  38  L.*  R.  A.  694  :  Mar^ 
shall  V.  Mellon,  35  L.  R.  A.  816,  and  Wilson  v, 
Hughes,  39  L.  R.  A.  292. 
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425,  34  Atl.  564;  Wilson  v.  Toust  {Wilson 
T.  Hughes)  43  W.  Va.  826,  39  L.  R.  A.  292, 
-28  S.  E.  781;  MacSwinney,  Mines,  32; 
Tiodeman,  Real  Prop.  2;  Co.  Litt.  4a;  1 
Washb.  Real  Prop.  3;  2  Bl.  Com.  16-18, 
144;  Leivis  v.  BranthwaitCf  2  Bam  &  Ad. 
437. 

Since  the  life  estnte  comes  by  inheritance, 
and  vests  solely  by  operation  of  law,  the 
widow,  though  having  only  a  life  estate, 
might  drill  for  oil  without  being  guilty  of 
waste,  and  is  consequently  entitled  to  her 
proportion  of  the  oil  produced,  less  the  ex- 
penses of  producing  and  marketing. 

Tex.  Rev.  Stat.  art.  1689;  Hxggins  Oil  d 
Fuel  Co,  V.  Hnow,  51  C.  C.  A.  267,  113  Fed. 
439;  Seager  v.  McCabe,  92  Mich.  186,  16  L. 
R.  A.  247,  62  N.  W.  299;  Branbridge,  Min- 
ing, 56 ;  4  Wait,  Act.  A  Def .  424. 

The  remainder-man  having  drilled  wells 
and  devoted  the  land  to  raining  purposes, 
the  widow  is  entitled  to  her  proportion  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  oil,  after  deducting  the  i 
expenses  of  producing  and  marketing,  re- ; 
^rdless  of  whether  she  would  have  been  al- 
lowed to  sink  wells  and  extract  oil. 

Biggins  Oil  d  Fuel  Co.  v.  Snotc,  51  C.  C. 
A.  267,  113  Fed.  439;  Koen  v,  Bartlett,  41 
W.  Va.  559,  31  L.  R.  A,  128,  56  Am.  St. 
Rep.  884,  23  S.  E.  664;  Gillum  v.  St.  Louis, 
A.  d  T.  R.  Co.  5  Tex.  Civ.  App.  338,  23  S.  W. 
717;  Lenfers  v.  Henke,  73  111.  405,  24  Am. 
Rep.  263;  Priddy  v.  Griffith,  150  111.  560, 
41  Am.  St.  Rep.  397,  37  N.  E.  999;  Allen 
V.  McCoy,  8  Ohio,  418. 

The  life  estate  cast  by  the  Texas  statute 
■does  not  carry  the  inherent  restrictions  as 
to  use  that  hedge  about  conventional  life 
estates  or  dower  and  curtesy,  and  is  not 
impeachable  for  waste. 

In  conventional  life  estates,  if  the  grant- 
or did  not  prohibit  the  grantee,  or  life  ten- 
ant,   the    latter    was    not    punishable    for 
waste  prior  to  the  statutes  of  Marlbridge 
,  And  Gloucester. 

28  Am.  &  Eng.  Enc.  Law,  p.  891;  2  Bl. 
-Com.  123. 

It  is  in  every  instance  a  conventional 
^'life  estate"  to  which  the  doctrine  of  waste 
has  been  applied. 

Blakley  v.  Marshall,  174  Pa.  425,  34  Atl. 
564;  Wilson  v.  Youst  {Wilson  v.  Hughes) 
43  W.  Va.  826,  39  L.  R.  A.  292,  28  S.  E. 
781;  Marshall  v.  Mellon,  179  Pa.  371,  35 
L.  R.  A.  816,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  601,  36  Atl. 
201. 

There  was  at  common  law  "a  life  estate 
-of  the  legal  kind,  as  contradistinguished 
from  conventional." 

2  Bl.  Com.  p.  125. 

A  tenant  for  life  without  impeachment 
-for  waste,  and  a  tenant  in  tail  after  possi- 
bility of  issue  extinct,  seem  to  stand  upon 
•09  L.  R.  A. 


precisely  the  same  footing  in  regard  to  all 
questions  of  waste. 

Atty,  Gen.  ex  rel.  Churchill  v.  Marlbor- 
ough, 3  Madd.  539;  Smythe  v.  Smythe,  2 
Swanst.  251;  Bridges  v.  Stephens,  2 
Swanst.  157,  note;  Coffin  v.  Coffin,  Jac.  72; 
4  Kent,  Com.  12th  ed.  78,  note  b. 

The  legal  life  estate  in  question  under 
our  statute — a  freehold  estate  of  inheri- 
tance,— does  not  "necessarily"  imply  im- 
peachability  for  waste. 

The  congress  of  Texas  did  not  adopt  the 
common  law  of  England  as  a  rule  of  prop- 
erty. The  common  law  was  adopted  only 
as  a  rule  of  decision. 

Considering  that  the  Republic  up  to  that 
time  had  been  under  the  civil  law,  where  an 
estate  of  this  character  was  under  no  re- 
strictions as  to  use,  but  where  the  usufruc- 
tuary had  a  right  to  seek  for  and  open 
every  kind  of  mine  (1  Domat,  Civil  Law, 
843;  2  Domat,  Civil  Law,  945,  968),  is  it 
not  reasonable  that  congress  intended  to  fix 
the  time  or  duration  in  which  the  estate 
could  be  enjoyed,  rather  than  to  hedge 
about  with  limitations  the  use  thereof  in- 
herent in  certain  estates  of  this  character 
at  common  law? 

Cartwright  v.  Hollis,  6  Tex.  164;  Thomp- 
son v.  Duncan,  1  Tex.  489;  Bradley  v.  Mc- 
Crabb,  Dallam  (Tex.)  508;  Campbell  v. 
Everts,  47  Tex.  102;  Klein  v.  Gehrung,  25 
Tex.  Supp.  238,  78  Am.  Dec.  565;  3  Kent, 
Com.  448;  2  Bl.  Com.  p.  403;  Howard  v. 
North,  5  Tex.  298,  51  Am.  Dec,  769. 

The  widow's  estate  is  equal  to  the  chil- 
dren's in  all  of  its  uses. 

McGowan  v.  Bailey,  179  Pa.  470,  36  Atl. 
325;  Marshall  v.  Mellon,  179  Pa.  371,  35  L. 
R.  A.  816,  57  Am.  St.  Rep.  601,  36  Atl. 
201;  Blakley  v.  Marshall,  174  Pa.  425,  34 
Atl.  564;  Wilson  v.  Youst  {Wilson  v. 
Hughes)  43  W.  Va.  826,  39  L.  R.  A.  292, 
28  S.  E.  781;  Lunn  v.  OsHn,  96  Tenn.  28, 
33  S.  W.  561;  Owen  v.  Hyde,  6  Yerg.  334, 
27  Am.  Dec.  467;  Gaines  v.  Green  Pond 
Iron  Min.  Co.  33  N."  J.  Eq.  612;  Sayers  v. 
Hoskinson,  110  Pa.  473,  1  Atl.  308;  Snyder, 
Mines,  §  941. 

When  the  remainder-man,  as  such  and  as 
cotenant,  entered  upon  the  land  before  par- 
tition and  without  the  joinder  of  the  life 
tenant,  and  drilled  oil  wells,  and  devoted  the 
hitherto  unused  land  to  mining  purposes, 
thereby  destroying  all  other  possible  uses, 
mining  thereby  became  a  lawful  mode  of 
use,  and  the  proceeds,  when  severed  and 
sold,  became  a  product  of  the  land,  and 
the  accounting  is  due  on  a  basis  of  profit, 
and  not  corpus. 

Gillum  y.  Bt.  Louis,  A.  d  T.  R.  Co.  5  Tex. 
Civ.  App.  338,  23  S.  W.  717;  Koen  v.  Bart- 
lett, 41  W.  Va.  559,  31  L  .R  .A.  128,  56  A^n. 
St.  Rep.  884,  23  S.  E.  664;  Seager  v.  Mc 
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Oahe,  92  Mich,  186,  16  L.  R.  A.  247,  52  N. 
W.  299;  Donahue,  Petroleum  &  Gas,  chap. 
4,  §  3. 

Messrs,  Smitli.,  Crawford,  A  Sonfield, 
for  defendant  in  error: 

The  common  law  was  adopted  as  the  rule 
of  property  in  Texas  in  1840,  and  has  been 
in  force  ever  since,  and  was  in  force  in 
1848,  when  the  statute  casting  an  estate 
for  life  on  the  surviving  husband  or  wife 
was  enacted.  Therefore,  the  estate  con- 
ferred by  the  statute  not  being  further  de- 
fined than  "an  estate  for  life,**  the  charac- 
ter of  the  estate  was  such  as  had  been  fixed 
and  construed  by  the  common  law. 

Hartley's  Digest,  art,  127 ;  Black,  Constr. 
&.  Interpretation  of  Laws  p.  130;  ifc- 
Cool  V,  Smith,  1  Black,  467,  17  L.  ed.  220 
United  States  v.  Jones,  3  Wash.  C.  C.  209, 
Fed.  Cas.  No.  16,494;  United  States  v. 
Trans- Missouri  Freight  Asso,  24  L.  R.  A. 
73,  4  Inters.  Com.  Rep.  443,  7  C.  C.  A.  58, 
19  U.  S.  App.  36,  58  Fed.  58;  Kircher  v. 
Murray,  8  C.  C.  A.  448,  23  U.  S.  App.  214, 
60  Fed.  50;  Boone  v.  Hulsey,  71  Tex.  189, 
0  S.  W.  631;  Bahb  v.  Carroll,  21  Tex.  771. 

Where  the  statute  confers  upon  the  sur- 
viving wife  "an  estate  for  life  in  one  third 
of  the  lands  of  her  deceased  husband/'  such 
estate  is  no  greater  than  that  of  a  life  ten- 
ant at  common  law. 

Carroll  v.  Carroll,  20  Tex.  744;  Eendrix 
V.  McBeth,  61  Ind.  473,  28  Am.  Rep.  680; 
Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  §  72;  1  Washb.  Real 
Prop.  4th  ed.  p.  139. 

A  tenant  for  life  has  only  the  right  to 
full  enjoyment  and  use  of  the  land  and  all 
its  temporary  profits  during  his  estate 
therein.  He  is  entitled  to  none  but  tempo- 
rary profits,  and  is  prohibited  from  doing 
anything  with  the  land  which  would  ccm- 
stitute' waste. 

2  Bl.  Com.  p.  122;  Tiedeman,  Real  Prop. 
S  72;  Ft,  Worth  d  N,  0,  R,  Qo.  v.  Pearce, 
75  Tex.  281,  12  S.  W.  864;  Cook  v.  Caswell, 
81  Tex.  678,  17  S.  W.  385;  BarnsdaU  v.  Bo- 
ley,  119  Fed.  195. 

Waste  is  an  unlawful  act  or  omission  of 
duty  which  results  in  permanent  injury  to 
the  inheritance,  and  any  act  which  does 
damage  to  the  reversioner,  and  is  not  one  of 
the  ordinary  usee  to  which  the  land  is  put, 
is  waste. 

Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  §S  72,  73. 

Oil  is  a  mineral;  oil  in  situ  is  a  part  of 
the  land, — ^the  inheritance. 

Bryan,  Petroleum  &  Natural  Gas,  p.  21; 
Brown  v.  Spilman,  155  U.  S.  669,  39  L.  ed. 
305,  15  Sup.  Ct.  Rep.  245;  Gerkins  v.  Ken- 
tucky Salt  Co,  100  Ky.  734,  66  Am.  St.  Rep. 
370,  39  S.  W.  444;  People's  Gas  Co,  v.  Ty- 
ner,  131  Ind.  277,  16  L.  R.  A.  443,  31  Am. 
St.  Rep.  436,  31  N.  E.  59;  Williamson  v. 
Jones,  43  W.  Va.  562,  38  L.  R.  A.  094,  64 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Am.  St.  Rep.  891,  27  S.  £.  410;  Marshall  v. 
Mellon,  179  Pa.  371,  35  L.  R.  A.  816,  57  Ain. 
St.  Rep.  601,  36  Atl.  201 ;  Wilson  v.  Toujit 
{Wilson  v.  Hughes)  43  W.  Va.  826,  39  L.  R. 
A.  292,  28  S.  E.  781. 

A  tenant  for  life  has  no  ownership  or  in- 
terest in  minerals  underlying  the  land,  un- 
less at  the  time  that  the  life  estate  is  cast, 
or  prior  thereto,  mines  have  been  opened  on 
the  land. 

Marshall  v.  Mellon,  179  Pa.  371,  36  L.  R. 
A.  816,  67  Am.  St.  Rep.  601,  36  Atl.  201 : 
Blakley  v.  Marshall,  174  Pa.  425,  34  At). 
564;  Stoughton  v.  Leigh,  1  Taunt.  402: 
Coates  V.  Cheever,  1  Cow.  460;  Williamson 
V.  Jones,  43  W.  Va.  662,  38  L.  R.  A.  694, 
64  Am.  St.  Rep.  891,  27  S.  E.  410;  West 
mor eland  Coal  Co,*s  Appeal,  85  Pa.  344: 
Gaines  v.  Green  Pond  Iron  Min.  Co.  33  N. 
J.  Eq.  603;  Reed  v.  Reed,  16  N.  J.  Eq.  24S; 
Eendrix  v.  McBeth,  61  Ind.  473,  28  Am. 
Rep.  680;  Billings  v.  Taylor,  10  Pick.  460, 
20  Am.  Dec.  533;  Gerkins  v.  Kentucky  Salt 
Co,  100  Ky.  734,  66  Am.  St.  Rep.  370,  39  S. 
W.  444;  Tiedeman,  Real  Prop.  §§  73-75; 
Donahue,  Petroleum  &  GfLS,  p.  41,  §  1 ;  Hig- 
gins  Oil  d  Fuel  Co,  v.  Snow,  51  C.  C.  A. 
267,  113  Fed.  438;  Barnsdall  v.  Boley,  li» 
Fed.  195;  Bond  v.  Godsey,  99  Va.  564,  39  & 
E.  215;  Maher  v.  Maher,  73  Vt  243,  50  AU. 
1063;  Neel  v.  Neel,  19  Pa.  323;  Franklin 
Coal  Co.  Y.  McMillan,  49  Md.  549,  33  Am. 
Rep.  280;  Moore  v.  Rollins,  45  Me.  493; 
GH^n  v.  Fellows,  81»  Pa.  114;  4  Kent, 
Com.  p.  41. 

The  life  tenant's  possession  and  right 
where  no  mines  have  been  opened  when  the 
life  estate  is  cast  are  only  in  the  surface. 

Benavides  v.  Hunt,  79  Tex.  390,  15  S.  W. 
396;  Ames  v.  Ames,  160  111.  599,  43  N.  E. 
592;  Caldwell  v.  Fulton,  31  Pa.  475,  72  Am. 
Dec  760;  Caldwell  v.  Copeland,  37  Pa.  427, 
78  Am.  Dec.  436. 

If  plaintiffs,  holders  of  the  life  estate  of 
Mrs.  Snow,  are  entitled  to  any  share  in  the 
oil  or  other  minerals,  such  right  is  limit- 
ed to  interest  on  the  investment  of  the  net 
proceeds  of  one  eighteenth  of  the  oil  pro- 
duced. 

Blakley  y.  Marshall,  174  Pa.  425,  34  Atl. 
564;  Lenfers  v.  Uenke,  79  111.  405,  24  Am. 
Rep.  266;  Dickin  v.  Hamer,  1  Drew,  k  S. 
284;  Wilson  v.  Youst  {Wilson  v.  Hughes) 
43  W.  Va.  826,  39  L.  R.  A,  292,  28  S,  E. 
781. 

Messrs.  Greer,  Greer,  Hall,  &  Parker 
and  Crane,  Greer,  &  Wliarton  also  for 
defendant  in  error: 

Where  a  statute  is  enacted,  using  a  well- 
understood,  common-law,  technical  phrase, 
the  statute  will  be  construed  as  using  the 
phrase  in  its  technical  sense,  and  with  the 
same  meaning  it  had  at  common  law. 

Cayce    v.    Curtis,    Dallam     (Tex.)     404; 
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Williams  v.  State,  12  Tex.  App.  396;Mon- 
rue  V.  State,  23  Tex.  210;  Powell  v.  State, 
17  Tex.  App.  351;  Black,  C'onstr.  &  Inter- 
pretation of  Laws,  p.  130;  Laird  v.  Briqgs, 
L.  R.  19  Ch.  Div.  22;  AtUtms  v.  Turrentine, 
30  N.  C.  (8  Ired.  L.)  147;  McCool  v.  Smith, 
1  Black,  467,  17  L.  ed.  220;  United  States  v. 
Jones,  3  Wash.  C.  C.  209,  Fed.  Ca«.  No. 
15,494;  United  States  v.  Trans- Missouri 
Freight  zisso.  24  L.  R.  A.  73,  4  Inters.  Com. 
Rep.  443,  7  C.  C.  A.  58,  19  U.  S.  App.  36,  58 
Fed.  58;  State  v.  Phelps,  24  La.  Ann.  493; 
State  V.  Whitericr,  93  N.  C.  590. 

Gaines,  Ch.  J.,  delivered  the  opinion  of 
the  court: 

This  is  an  action  of  trespass  to  try  title, 
and  was  brought  by  the  plaintiffs  in  error 
to  recover  of  the  defendant  in  error  an  es- 
tate for  the  life  of  Annie  E.  Snow  in  an  un- 
divided one  eighteenth  interest  in  a  small 
parcel  of  the  John  A.  Veatch  survey,  and 
also  to  recover  a  like  proportion  of  the  net 
value  of  certain  petroleum  which  had  been 
extracted  from  the  land.  The  plaintiffs  re- 
covered in  the  trial  court  to  the  full  extent 
of  their  claim.  Upon  appeal  the  court  of 
civil  appeals  affirmed  the  judgment  as  to 
the  land,  but  reversed  and  modified  it  as  to 
the  recovery  for  the  oil.  The  case  was  tried 
by  the  court  upon  an  agreed  statement  of 
facts,  together  with  a  written  stipulation, 
signed  by  the  attorneys  for  both  parties,  as 
to  the  judgment  to  be  rendered,  according 
to  the  determination  of  certain  questions  of 
law  afTecting  the  respective  rights  of  the 
plaintiffs  and  the  defendant. 

We  will  state  the  facts  necessary  to  a 
decision  of  the  case:  and  this  as  briefly  as 
practicable.  It  appears  from  the  agreed 
statement  that  one  Andrew  A.  Vc:'tch  inhei- 
ited  from  his  father  a  sixth  undivi<ied  in- 
terest in  the  Veatch  survey  of  3,400  acres 
in  .Tefferson  county,  of  which  his  father 
was  the  original  grantee;  that  upon  the 
death  of  Andrew,  in  1871,  his  interest  de- 
scended to  his  surviving  widow,  Annie  E., 
and  their  two  children, — that  is  to  say,  one 
third  to  each  of  the  children  in  fee,  and  a 
life  estate  in  the  other  third  to  the  widow, 
with  remainder  to  the  children;  that  she 
subsequently  intermarried  with  Henry  A. 
Snow;  and  that  by  piirclinse  the  plaintiffs 
are  the  owners  of  her  interest.  It  also  ap- 
pears that  the  defendant  is  the  owner  of 
the  entire  tract  in  controversy  suve  the  life 
estate  which  descended  t-o  Mrs.  Ventch.  the 
widow  of  Andrew  A.  Veatch.  Tlie  entire 
Veatch  survey  was  unoccupied  and*  iinin- 
closed  at  the  death  of  Andrew  Veatch,  but 
was  adapted  to  agricultural  and  pastoral 
purposes.  No  oil  wells  had  been  or  were 
being  bored  upon  it  at  that  time.  Oil, 
however,  was  discoNcred  upon  it  in  1891, 
Vy\)  L.  R.  A. 


and  the  part  in  controversy  is  now  very 
valuable  for  the  oil  which  it  is  producin'j. 
The  stipulation  of  the  parties  as  to  the 
judgment  to  be  rendered  is  as  follows: 
"(1)  X'pon  the  foregoing  statement  of 
facts  judgments  shall  be  rendered  by  th«» 
court  on  the  issue  of  title  as  to  the  land  de- 
scribed in  plaintiffs'  petition.  (2)  In  cufc 
it  is  held  by  the  court  that  the  plaintiffs 
have  no  interest  in  the  land,  then,  of  cours<% 
judgment  shall  be  rendered  that  the  plain- 
tiffs take  nothing  by  their  suit,  and  pay 
the  costs  thereof.  (3)  In  case  it  shall  be 
held  by  the  court  that  they  are  entitled  to 
an  estate  for  the  life  of  said  Annie  E. 
Snow  in  one  eighteenth  of  the  land  in  con- 
troversy without  any  interest  in  the  oil  or 
its  proceeds,  then  the  plaintiffs  must  get 
their  quantum  of  land  from  the  Gladys 
City  Oil,  Gas,  &  Manufacturing  Company, 
and  judgment  shall  be  rendered  that  the 
plaintiffs  take  nothing  by  their  suit,  and 
pay  the  costs  thereof.  Likewise,  if  it  shall 
be  held  that  the  plaintiffs  must  take  their 
quantum  of  the  land  out  of  the  land  owned 
now  by  the  (Gladys  City  Oil,  Gas,  &  Manu- 
facturing Company,  or  out  of  that  sold  by 
it  subsequent  to  the  sale  to  the  defendant. 

(4)  If  It  shall  be  held  by  the  court  that 
they  are  entitled  to  an  estate  for  the  life  of 
said  Annie  E.  Snow  in  one  eighteenth  of 
the  land  in  controversy,  and  in  substance 
or  effect  that  they  are  entitled  to  have  one 
eighteenth  of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  oil  ti?at 
has  been  extracted  and  marketed  after  de- 
ducting all  expenses  of  producing  and  mar- 
keting invested  or  put  at  interest,  and  to 
receive  only  the  interest  thereon  during  her 
life,  the  corpus  of  the  fund  at  her  death  to 
belong  to  the  remainder-men,  then  judgment 
shall  be  rendered  for  the  plaintiffs  against 
the  defendant  for  such  life  estate,  and  for 
the  value  of  their  interest  in  the  proceeds 
of   oil   taken   and   marketed,   to  wit,  $300. 

(5)  If  it  shall  be  held  by  the  court  that 
they  are  entitled  to  an  estate  for  the  life 
of  the  said  Annie  E.  Snow  in  one  eight- 
eenth of  the  land  in  controversy,  and  also 
to  one  eighteenth  of  the  net  proceeds  of  tin* 
oil  extracti'd  and  marketed,  after  deducting 
all  expenses  of  producing  and  marketing, 
judgment  shall  in  that  event  be  rendered 
for  the  plaintiffs  against  the  defendant  for 
such  life  estate  and  for  their  one  eight- 
eenth of  the  net  proceeds  of  the  oil  market- 
ed, amounting  to  $500." 

The  trial  court  and  the  court  of  civil 
appeals  both  held  that  the  plaintiffs  in  er- 
ror were  entitled  to  a  third  interest  for  life 
in  the  land  in  controversy,  and  that  hold- 
ing is  not  questioned  by  either  party.  The 
real  question  in  the  case  is,  What  are  the 
rights  of  the  plaintiffs  in  error  as  life  ton- 
ants  in  the  oil  under  the  land?     The  trial 
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court  held  that  the  plaintiffs  in  error  were 
entitled  not  only  to  a  one-eighteenth  inter- 
est for  life  in  the  land,  but  "also  to  one 
eighteenth  of  the  net  procoeds  of  the  oil  ex- 
tracted and  marketed,  after  deducting  ex- 
penses of  producing  and  marketing,"  and 
gave  judgment  as  under  the  fifth  para- 
graph of  the  stipulation.  The  court  of 
civil  appeals,  however,  affirmed  the  hypoth- 
esis contained  in  the  fourth  paragraph,  and 
gave  judgment  under  the  stipulation  in  ac- 
cordance therewith,  namely,  for  one-eight- 
eenth interest  in  the  land  for  the  life  of 
Mrs.  Snow,  and  for  $300. 

Our  statute  of  descent  and  distribution 
declares  that,  "where  any  person  having 
title  to  any  estate  of  inheritance,  real,  per- 
sonal, or  mixed,  shall  die  intestate  as  to 
such  estate,  and  shall  have  a  surviving  hus- 
band or  wife,  the  estate  of  such  intestate 
shall  descend  and  pass  as  follows:  1.  If 
the  deceased  have  a  child  or  children,  or 
their  descendants,  the  surviving  husband  or 
wife  shall  take  one  third  of  the  personal  es- 
tate, and  the  balance  of  such  personal  es- 
tate shall  go  to  the  chil^  or  children  of  the 
deceased  and  their  descendants.  The  sur- 
viving husband  or  wife  shall  also  be  enti- 
tled to  an  estate  for  life,  in  one  third  of  the 
land  of  the  intestate,  with  remainder  to  the 
child  or  children  of  the  intestate  and  their 
descendants."  Rev.  Stat.  1895,  art.  1689. 
The  question  is.  What  under  this  provision, 
are  the  rights  of  the  life  tenant  in  the  oil 
underlying  the  land  when  no  attempt  had 
been  made  to  extract  it  at  the  time  of  the 
descent  cast?  It  is  strenuously  insisted  on 
behalf  of  plaintiffs  in  error  that  the  com- 
mon-law rules  as  to  the  incidents  of  life  es- 
tates do  not  apply  to  this  statute.  But  we 
do  not  concur  in  the  proposition.  The  stat- 
ute of  January  20,  1840,  entitled  "An  Act 
to  Adopt  the  Common  Law,"  etc.,  reads  as 
follows: "The  common  law  of  England  (so 
far  as  it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  Con- 
stitution and  laws  of  this  state)  shall,  to- 
gether with  such  Constitution  and  laws,  be 
the  rule  of  decision,  and  shall  continue  in 
force  until  altered  or  repealed  by  the  legis- 
lature." Rev.  Stat.  1895,  art.  3258.  Since 
the  passage  of  that  act,  which  has  ever 
since  remained  the  law,  and  is  now  incorpo- 
rated in  our  Revised  Statutes  as  article 
3258,  probably  few  cases  have  been  decided 
in  this  court  in  which  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law  have  not  been  expressly  or  im- 
pliedly applied  in  the  determination  of  one 
or  more  of  the  questions  involved.  In 
some  instances  it  may  be  that  the  law  as 
announced  by  the  English  courts  has  not 
been  followed;  not  for  the  reason,  however, 
that  this  court  felt  at  liberty  to  depart 
from  the  rule  of  the  common  law,  but  be- 
cause the  decision  or  decisions'  were  not  re- 
60  L.  R.  A. 


garded  of  such  authority  as  to  fix  the  rule- 
So  in  other  instances  rules  established  in 
England  were  not  regarded  as  of  control- 
ling authority  in  this  state,  for  the  reason 
that  it  was  thought  that  the  condition^ 
here  were  so  different  from  those  exist in;r 
in  England  that,  if  the  conditions  in  that 
country  had  been  the  same  as  in  this,  the 
ruling  there  would  have  been  different-  At 
all  events,  since  the  adoption  of  the  com- 
mon law  the  courts  of  this  state  have  ad- 
hered to  the  decisions  of  the  EiTglish  courts 
with  as  much  strictness  as  the  courts  of 
the  other  states  who  have  the  common  law. 
not  by  adoption,  but  by  inheritance,  so  to 
speak.  In  order  to  illustrate  the  strictness 
in  which  we  have  adhered  to  the  common 
law,  we  need  refer  only  to  the  "rule  in 
8helley*8  Case," — a  rule  which  lias  been  ex- 
pressly repealed  by  a  majority  of  the  stati*^ 
of  this  Union  in  which  the  common  law- 
prevails,  perhaps  in  every  one  in  which  tht- 
matter  has  been  of  sufficient  importance  U» 
call  the  attention  of  its  legislature  to  it;  «& 
rule  founded  upon  the  peculiar  policy  of 
tlie  real -estate  laws  of  England,  and  one  by 
reason  of  its  extreme  technicality  well  cal- 
culated to  thwart  the  clear  intention  of  do- 
visors  and  grantors  of  real  estate.  Yet  our 
courts,  ever  since  the  decision  in  Hancock 
v.  Butler,  21  Tex.  804,  have  followed  th«* 
rule  without  question,  because  it  was  a 
rule  of  the  common  law;  the  only  question 
discussed  being  whether  the  rule  was  appli- 
cable to  the  case  in  hand.  We  conclude, 
therefore,  that  we  may  safely  assume  thai 
since  the  adoption  of  the  act  of  January 
20,  1840,  the  common  law  is  as  much  the 
lule  of  decision  in  this  state  as  in  tho«e 
states  in  which  it  was  the  law  from  the  be- 
ginning of  their  political  existence. 

But  it  is  also  insisted  that,  since  there 
was  no  such  life  estate  created  by  the  opera- 
tion of  the  common  law  as  the  life  estate* 
provided  for  under  our  statute  of  descent 
and  distribution,  the  common-law  rule  does 
not  apply  to  the  estate  in  question.  It  is 
true  that  the  life  estates  which  were  de- 
volved upon  the  husband  and  the  wife  re- 
spectively under  the  common  law  were  the 
tenancy  by  the  curtesy  on  part  of  the  hus- 
band and  in  dower  on  part  of  the  w^ife. 
The  husband,  when  he  became  a  tenant  by 
the  curtesy,  had  a  life  estate  in  all  the  landi« 
of  the  wife.  The  dower  had  to  be  assigned 
by  the  heir  before  the  estate  of  the  widow 
became  fixed  to  her  third.  But  it  does  not 
follow  that  because  the  life  estate  provided 
by  ou^  statute  has  no  exact  exampler  in  the 
common  law  the  quality  and  incidents  of 
life  estates  at  common  law  do  not  apper- 
tain to  it.  At  common  law  there  were  two 
classes  of  life  estates:  First,  convention*! 
life  estates  or  those  which  were  created  bv 
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contract;  and,  second,  those  which  came  in- 
to existence  by  operation  of  law.  The  for- 
mer were  not  impeachable  for  waste  unless 
expressly  made  so  by  the  conveyance.  The 
reason  assigned  for  this  rule  is  that  it  is 
presumed  that,  if  the  grantor  intended  to 
limit  the  enjoyment  of  the  estate,  he  would 
have  expressed  his  intention  in  the  deed. 
As  to  the  second  class  of  life  estates,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are,  as  a  general  rule, 
impeachable  for  waste;  that  is  to  say,  the 
tenant  for  life  cannot  use  the  property  for 
any  purpose  which  would  result  in  an  in- 
jury to  the  inheritance,  save  those  only  to 
which  it  had  been  devoted  at  the  time  the 
life  estate  came  into  existence.  The  rights 
of  a  tenant  of  an  estate  tail  after  possibil- 
ity of  issue  extinct  may  be  an  exception 
to  the  general  rule.  As  is  said  by  Mr. 
Ciuise:  ''He  is  dispunishable  for  waste,  be- 
cause he  continues  in  by  virtue  of  the  liv- 
ery upon  the  estate  tail;  and,  having  onco 
had  the  power  of  committing  wante,  he 
shall  not  be  deprived  of  it  by  the  act  of 
(iod."  1  Greenleaf's  Cruise,  Real  Prop.  p. 
143.  On  the  other  hand,  speaking  of 
waste  Mr.  Washburn  says:  "This  restric- 
tion existed  at  common  law  in  respect  to 
estates  in  possession  of  tenants  in  dower 
and  curtesy,  because,  as  these  were  created 
by  the  law  itself,  it  was  thought  that  the 
law  was  bound  to  protect  the  reversioner  or 
remainder-man  from  being  thereby  injured. 
But  where  the  estate  of  the  tenant  wa» 
created  by  act  of  the  parties  it  was  held, 
that,  if  the  grantor  or  lessor  failed  to  pro- 
tect the  estate  by  stipulations  in  his  deed 
or  lease,  the  law  was  not  bound  to  supply 
the  omission."  1  Washb.  Real  Prop.  p.  146. 
The  reason  for  excepting  the  tenant  in  tail 
after  possibility  of  issue  extinct  from  the 
general  rule  applicable  to  life  tenants  whose 
estates  have  been  created  by  operation  of 
law  seems  rather  technical,  and  does  not 
apply  to  the  life  estates  provided  for  in  our 
statutes.  On  the  other  hand,  the  reason 
for  holding  the  tenant  by  the  curtesy  or  in 
dower  impeachable  for  waste  does  so  apply, 
and  with  equal  force.  We  conclude,  there- 
fore, that  it  was  the  intention  of  the  legis- 
lature, in  enacting  the  statute  in  question, 
to  make  the  estate  therein  provided  for 
subject  to  impeachment  for  waste. 

It  is  too  well  settled  to  require  a  citation 
of  authority  that,  while  it  is  not  waste  for 
a  tenant  by  the  curtesy  or  a  tenant  in  dow- 
er to  work  an  open  mine,  it  is  waste  to  open 
a  new  mine;  in  other  words,  the  tenant  of 
a  life  estate  punishable  for  waste  has  no 
right  to  remove  the  minerals,  when  the  land 
had  not  been  devoted  to  mining  purposes 
before  the  creation  of  his  estate.  Oil,  be- 
fore its  extraction,  is  a  mineral,  and  is  a 
part  of  the  land,  and,  in  so  far  as  the  ques- 
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tion  under  discussion  is  concerned,  is  to  be 
considered  like  iron,  coal,  lead,  or  othcnr  sol- 
id mineral  substances.  Such  airthorities  as 
we  have  been  able  to  find  sustain  our  view 
of  the  effect  of  our  statute.  In 'reference 
to  the  descent  of  real  estate  where  the  hus- 
band or  wife  dies,  leaving  children,  the  stat- 
ute of  Pennsylvania  is  the  same  as  that  of 
Texas;  that  is  to  say,  the  surviving  spouse 
takes  a  third  interest  for  life  in  the  land  or 
lands  of  the  deceased.  In  the  case  of  the 
Westmoreland  Coal  Co.'s  Appeal,  86  Pa.  344, 
the  coal  company,  who  claimed  under  a 
woman  who  had  inherited  a  third  interest 
for  life  in  the^  land  from  a  deceased  husband,, 
was  guilty  of  waste  in  opening  mines  upon  a 
parcel  of  land  upon  which  none  had  been 
opened  at  the  death  of  the  husband.  In 
the  case  of  Franklin  Coal  Co.  v.  McMillan, 
49  Md.  549,  33  Am.  Rep.  280,  a  life  estate 
in  the  land  had  been  devised  to  a  Mrs.  Mc- 
Millan, with  the  remainder  to  her  children. 
She  conveyed  her  right  in  the  land  to  the 
coal  company.  Prior  to  the  death  of  the 
testator  the  coal  had  been  mined  for  domes- 
tic uses,  but  had  never  been  mined  for  mar- 
ket. In  the  suit  by  the  children  against 
the  coal  company  for  damages  for  waste  in 
mining  the  coal  it  was  held  they  were  en- 
titled to  recover.  A  like  rule  was  made  in 
the  case  of  Oaines  v.  Green  Pond  Iron  Min. 
Co.  32  N.  J.  Eq.  86.  There  it  was  ruled 
that  the  mining  company  who  held  the  title 
of  a  life  tenant  was  liable  for  waste  in  min- 
ing the  land.  Presiunably  the  life  tenant 
acquired  her  estate  by  operation  of  law, 
but  that  matter  does  not  clearly  appear 
from  a  report  of  the  case.  That  case  upon 
appeal  was  reversed  by  the  court  of  errorst 
and  appeals  of  New  Jersey,  but  upon  an- 
other point.  33  N.  J.  Eq.  603.  The  rul- 
ing of  the  chancellor  upon  the  question 
whether  the  life  tenant  was  inipeaehable  for 
waste  was  neither  questioned  nor  decided. 
In  the  case  of  Seager  v.  McCahe,  92  Mich. 
186,  16  L.  R.  A.  247,  52  N.  W.  299,  are  foimd 
expressions  not  in  accordance  with  our 
views.  But  it  seems  to  us  that  they  were 
not  called  for  in  the  decision  of  that  case. 
The  statute  of  Michigan  gives  to  the  wife 
the  "use  during  her  natural  life  of  one 
third  of  the  lands  whereof  her  husband  was 
seised"  during  .  marriage.  The  opinion  in 
the  case  cited  shows  that  the  land  in  con- 
troversy was  valueless  for  agricultural  or 
lumbering  purposes.  It  contained  a  bed  of 
iron  ore,  and  that  was  practically  the  only 
use  of  which  it  was  susceptible.  It  seems 
to  us  that  under  the  Michigan  statute  it 
was  not  difficult  to  reach  the  conclusion 
that  the  widow,  under  the  circumstances,. 
was  entitled  to  mine  the  ore,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  nile  of  the  common  law.  But 
in  no  aspect  of  this  case  do  we  think  that 
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the  plaintiffs  in  error  have  cause  of  com- 
plaint of  the  judgment  of  the  court  of  civil 
appeals.  The  right  of  the  life  tenant  is  to 
the  use,  and  not  to  the  corpus,  of  the  es- 
tate; and  where  his  title  is  in  an  undivided 
interest,  and  not  in  the  whole  of  the  land, 
and  a  sale  is  ordered  for  partition,  his  right 
tn  the  proceeds  is  not  a  part  proportionate 
to  the  undivided  interest  in  which  he  has 
the  life  estate,  but  to  the  interest  on  that 
part  iiH  lon^  as  the  life  estate  may  continue 
to  exist.  In  speaking  on  this  subject  in 
reference  to  the  remainder-men,  Chief  Jus- 
tice Marshall,  in  Herbert  v.  Wren,  7 
Cranch,  380,  3  L.  ed.  378,  ^ says:  "They 
have  a  right  to  insist  that,  instead  of  a 
sum  in  RTOss,  one  third  of  the  purchase 
money  shall  be  set  apart,  and  the  interest 
thereof  paid  annually  to  the  tenant  in  dow- 
er during  her  life."  The  rule  thus  stated 
is  followed  in  North  Carolina.  Ex  parte 
WinAtrad,  92  N.  C.  703.  The  same  prin- 
ciple is  announced  in  Alabama.  McQueen 
V.  Turner,  91  Ala.  273,  8  So.  863;  Kelly  v. 
Deegan,  111  Ala.  152,  20  So.  378.  As  to 
securing  the  life  tenant  in  the  use  of  the 
part  of  the  proceeds  in  which  he  has  an  in- 
terest the  North  Carolina  court  follows  the 
rule  indicated  by  the  remarks  of  Chief  Jus- 
tic(>  Marshall  above  quoted.  The  Alabama 
court,  however,  permits  that  part  to  be 
paid  to  him  upon  his  executing  a  properly 
secured  refunding  bond  conditioned  to  pay 
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the  principal  to  the  remainder-man  upon  the 
termination  of  his  estate.  In  the  case  of 
Clift  ▼.  Clift,  72  Tex.  144,  10  &  W.  33S, 
Mrs.  Clift  had  a  one-sixth  interest  for  her 
life  in  a  town  lot,  and  this  court  adjud^d 
that  the  property  should  be  sold,  and  that 
from  the  proceeds  ''there  should  be  paid  to 
Mrs.  Clift  a  sum  equal  to  a  one-sixth  in- 
terest for  life  in  the  proceeds  of  the  land 
proper."  Since  the  proceeds  of  the  sal»» 
must  be  money,  and  the  value  of  the  use  of 
the  money  is  determined  by  the  interest  up- 
on it,  it  follows  that  this  recognizes  the 
same  right  in  the  life  tenant  which  was  an- 
nounced in  the  cases  before  cited,  but  lays 
down  a  different  rule  for  securing  that 
right.  As  to  this  last  matter  the  rule  an- 
nounced by  this  court  may  be  questionable, 
but,  so  far  as  we  can  now  see,  and  so  far 
as  the  writer  of  this  opinion  can  recollect, 
that  point  was  not  mooted  in  that  case. 

Since  we  hold  that  the  plaintiffs  were 
not  entitled  absolutely  to  any  part  of  the 
oil — that  is  to  say,  to  the  corpus  of  one- 
eighteenth  interest — ^it  follows  that  under 
the  stipulation  as  to  the  judgment  to  be 
rendered  the  judgment  of  the  Court  of  Civii 
Appeals  should  he  affirmed,  and  it  is  a> 
cordingly  so  ordered. 

Petition  for  rehearing  overruled  June  22, 
1905. 


£m>  or  Casmb  in  Book  60. 
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I.  Public,  Official,  and  Statutory  Matters. 


Eminent  domain. 
See  also  Parka, 

The  right  of  a  municipality  to  compensa- 
'tion  for  the  value  of  sewer  and  water  pipes 
'Owned  by  it,  and  laid  under  streets  which 
Are  taken  by  tlie  Federal  government,  under 
its  power  of  eminent  domain,  for  an  en- 
tirely different  use,  is  sustained.  (C.  C. 
A.  Ist  C.)  723. 

The  power  to  separate  the  right  to  fish 
in  an  inland  lake,  in  New  Jersey,  from  the 
ownership  of  the  lake,  and  take  it  under  the 
power  of  eminent  domain  for  the  benefit  of 
the  public,  is  denied.  (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.) 
768. 

A  farmer  who  supports  his  family  from 
-the  products  of  the  farm,  and  for  many 
years  has  sold  his  surplus  in  a  neighboring 
town,  is  held  to  have  an  established  busi- 
ness within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  au- 
ihorizing  the  construction  of  a  water-supply 
reservoir  upon  the  site  of  the  town,  and 
providing  compensation  for  any  established 
lousiness  thereby  destroyed,  although  he  has 
Tio  regular  route  or  customers,  or  anything 
.in  the  nature  of  good  will.  (Mass.)  599. 
Bankruptcy, 

A  claim  for  unaccrued  rents  is  held  not 
"lo  be  a  fixed  liability,  which  may  be  proved 
in  bankruptcy  proceedings.  (C.  C.  A.  8th 
C.)    719. 

That  a   full   discharge  of  individual   lia- 
bility of  one  partner  on  a  firm  debt  may  be 
had   in   btinkruptcy   proceedings  concerning 
that  partner  only,  is  decided.      Olinn.)  771. 
Internal  improvements. 

Appropriations  to  aid  counties  in  the 
construction  of  public  roads  are  held  not 
to  be  forbidden  by  a  constitutional  provision 
that  the  general  assembly  shall  not  have 
power  to  involve  the  state  in  the  const  ruc- 
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tion  of  works  of  internal  improvement,  nor 
to  grant  any  aid  thereto  which  shall  involve 
the  faith  or  credit  of  the  state,  nor  make 
any  appropriation  therefor.     (Md.)  914. 
Taxes. 

A  statute  making  all  the  property  of  cor- 
porations engaged  in  maritime  oommeroe  or 
navigation  taxable  only  at  the  place  desig- 
nated in  their  charters  as  their  general 
office  for  business  is  held  to  violate  a  con- 
stitutional provision  requiring  a  uniform 
rate  of  taxation.     (Mich.)  431. 

The  right  of  the  legislature  to  provide 
for  the  valuation  and  assessment  of  the 
property  of  railway  companies  by  one  as- 
sessing body,  and  for  ascertaining  the  value 
of  the  whole  of  such  property  of  any  one 
railway  corporation  subject  to  taxation  in 
the  state  as  a  unit,  or  as  an  entirety,  and  to 
distribute  the  value  as  thus  found  over  the 
main  line  or  track  of  such  railway  company, 
and  to  the  different  taxing  districts,  munic-' 
ipalities,  etc.,  on  a  mileage  basis,  is  sus- 
tained.    (Neb.)   447. 

Schools, 
Offering  a  prayer  at  the  beginning  of 
school  each  day,  which  does  not  represent 
any  peculiar  view  or  dogma  of  any  sect  or 
denomination,  is  held  not  to  bring  a  pub- 
lic school  within  a  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution that  no  portion  of  any  fund  or  tax 
raised  for  educational  purposes  shall  be 
used  in  aid  of  any  sectarian  or  denomina- 
tional school.     (Ky.)    692. 

Feceivers. 
A  receiver  of  a  Federal  court  in  charge 
of  a  railroad  company,  who,  by  statute,  is 
required  to  manage  and  operate  the  prop- 
erty according  to  the  requirements  of  the 
valid  laws  of  the  state  in  which  it  is  situ- 
ated,   in    the    same   manner    as    the   owner 
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thereof  would  be  bound  to  do,  is  held  to 
be  subject  to  any  rule  prescribed  by  the 
state,  imposing  on  railroad  corporations  a 
liability  for  the  negligence  of  employees 
having  superior  authority  over  other  em- 
ployees. (C.  C.  A.  6th  C.)  705. 
Attorneys. 

A  license  to  practise  law  is  held  to  be 
properly  revoked,  where  it  is  secured  by 
fraudulent  concealment  of  the  fact  that  the 
plaintiff  has  recently  been  convicted  of  em- 
bezzling funds  from  a  client  in  another 
state,  although  he  has  been  pardoned  for 
the  crime.     (111.)  701. 

Expelling  member  of  legislature. 

The  power  of  the  court  to  supervise  the 
exercise,  by  the  legislature,  of  its  constitu- 
tional power  to  expel  a  member,  is  denied. 
(Cal.)    556. 

Parks. 

The  power  of  the  legislature  to  authorize 
a  municipal  corporation  to  condemn,  for 
park  purposes  and  boulevards,  land  near  to, 
but  outside  of,  its  corporate  limits,  is  sus- 
tained.    (Tenn.)    750. 

Forbidding  the  use  of  land  near  a  park 
or  park  way  for  advertising  purposes  is  held 
to  amount  to  a  taking  of  it  for  public  use, 
for  which  compensation  must  be  made. 
(Mass.)  817. 

Public  improvements;  assessments, 

A  statute  providing  for  the  cleaning  of 
drainage  ditches,  and  the  assessment  of  the 
codts  thereof  according  to  benefits  upon  the 
parties  along  its  line  who  were  assessed  for 
the  cost  of  its  original  construction,  is  held 
not  to  take  private  property  for  public  use 
without  compensation.  (Ohio)  805. 
Vested  right  to  damages. 

The  statutory  right  to  have  damages  for 
Jand,  the  fee  of  which  is  taken  for  a  public 
use,  assessed  and  paid  in  money,  is  held  to 
be  a  substantial  right  which,  after  the  pro- 
ceedings have  progressed  so  far  that  the  fee 
has  passed,  cannot  be  impaired  by  the  pas- 
sage of  a  statute  authorizing  the  aband- 
onment of  the  land,  and  directing  that  the 
fee  shall  revest  in  the  former  owner,  and 
that  fact  be  considered  in  reduction  of  the 
damages.     (Mass.)    314. 

Wrongful  arrest;  officer's  Hahilittj. 

The  mayor  and  chief  of  police  of  a  city 
are  held  to  be  liable  in  damages  in  case 
they  arrest  niotormen  of  street  cars  t-o  abate 
a  nuisance  caused  by  the  operation  of  the 
cars,  when  the  trolley  wire  is  in  such  poor 
condition  as  to  be  liable  to  fall,  when  the 
object  can  be  effected  by  merely  cutting 
the  wires,  or  removing  the  controllers  from 
the  cars.  (Mich.)  350. 
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Decisions. 
Statutory  Matters.^ 

Requiring  license  of  doctor. 

An  ophthalmologist,  \\\\o  prefixes  to  hi» 
name  the  letters  "Dr."  on  his  sign,  and  on 
notices  in  which  he  undertakes  to  correct 
certain  diseased  conditions  by  the  fitting 
of  glasses  to  the  eyes,  is  held  to  come  within 
the  terms  of  a  statute  providing  that,  when 
a  person  shall  append  the  title  ''Dr.,"  in  a 
medical  sense,  to  his  name,  he  shall  be  re- 
garded as  practising  medicine,  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  which  requires  a  li- 
cense as  a  condition  precedent  to  doing  so. 
(S.  D.)   504. 

Storage  of  oils. 

An  ordinance  prohibiting  the  storage  of 
refined  and  other  explosive  oils  within  the 
corporate  limits  is  held  not  to  be  unreason- 
able.    (La.)  276. 

Numbering  automobiles. 
Power  to  require  the  registering  and  num- 
bering of  automobiles  is  held  to  be  con- 
ferred upon  a  city  council  by  charter  au- 
thority to  control,  prescribe,  and  regulate 
the  manner  in  which  the  streets  shall  be 
used  and  enjoyed.     (Mich.)  345. 

Use  of  voting  machines. 
A  statute  permitting  the  use  of  a  voting^ 
machine  is  held  not  to  contravene  a  consti- 
tutional requirement  that  all  votes  at  elec- 
tions shall  be  given  by  ballot.  (Mich.) 
184. 

Employers'  liability  act. 

The  employers'  liability  act,  dumginj: 
the  law  as  to  the  defense  in  case  of  negli- 
gence of  fellow  Servian ts  of  corporations,  i« 
held  to  be  constitutional.     (Ind.)    875. 

A  corporation  operating  a  '^logging  rail- 
road," not  as  a  common  carrier,  but  exclu- 
sively for  its  own  private  business,  is  held 
to  be  subject  to'  the  provisions  of  a  statute 
making  railroad  corporations  liable  for 
injuries  to  servants  caused  by  the  negli- 
genoe  of  fellow  servants.     (Minn.)    887. 

Building  and  loan  associations;  u^uru. 

A  statute  giving  building  and  loan  a^^^*)- 
ciations  the  right  to  assess  and  collect  from 
members  and  depositors  such  dues.  fine^. 
interest,  and  premium  on  loans  niado.  or 
other  assessments,  as  may  be  provided  fur 
in  the  Constitution  and  by-laws;  and  which 
provides  that  such  dues,  fines,  etc.,  shall 
not  be  deemed  usury,  although  in  excesa  of 
the  legal  rate  of  interest, — is  held  to  i>e 
valid.      (Ohio)    415. 

Surety  bonds. 
A  statute  requiring  all  bonds  friven  for 
the  faithful  performance  of  official  or  fidu- 
ciary duties,  or  the  faithful  keeping,  apply- 
I  ing,  or  accounting  for  funds  or  property,  t* 
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be  executed  by  a  surety  company,  is  lield  to 
be  unconstitutiona].     (Ohio)  427. 
Destroi/ing  county. 
The  power  of  the  legislature  to  destroy 


or  abolish  counties  recognized  by  the  Con- 
stitution as  organized  and  existing  at  the 
date  of  its  adoption  is  denied.  (Idaho) 
220. 


II.  Contractual    and    Commebcial   Kelations. 


A  covenant  by  a  purchaser  of  the  business 
and  effects  of  a  corporation,  the  sale  of 
which  is  intended  to  terminate  its  existence, 
to  indemnify  it  from  and  against  the  con- 
tracts and  engagements  to  which  the  vendor 
appears  to  be  now  liable,  and  also  all  claims 
and  demands  on  account  of  the  same  con- 
tracts and  engagements,  is  held  not  to  cover 
a  claim  by  the  president-manager  of  the  cor- 
poration to  salary  for  the  time  subsequently 
accruing,  where  it  was  founded  merely  on 
the  fact  that  he  had  been  elected  president, 
and  there  was  no  contract  that  the  services 
and  salary  should  continue  for  any  specified 
time.      (Mass.)  821. 

Upon  the  termination,  by  the  insolvency 
of  a  corporation,  of  an  executory  contract 
with  it,  necessitating,  in  its  execution,  work, 
labor,  and  the  expenditure  of  money  for 
materials,  machinery,  etc.,  it  is  held  that 
the  contractor  is  entitled  to  compensation 
for  services  rendered  by  him  in  pursuance 
of  the  contract  until  the  date  of  its  ter- 
mination, and  to  reimbursement  for  his  ac- 
tual and  necessary  outlay  and  expenses, 
subject  to  a  deduction  of  all  sums  paid  him 
by  the  corporation,  and  of  the  value  of  ma- 
terials, machinerv,  etc.,  on  hand.  (W.  Va.) 
124. 

Banks, 

Payment,  by  a  savings  bank,  of  a  forged 
cheek  bearing  a  signature  similar  to  that  of 
the  depositor,  to  one  who  presents  the  de- 
positor's pass  book,  there  being  nothing  to 
arouse  the  suspicion  of  the  teller,  or  to 
put  him  upon  inquiry,  as  to  the  genuineness 
of  the  check,  is  held  not  to  make  the  bank 
liable  in  a  suit  by  the  depositor  to  recover 
the  money  so  paid,  where  a  rule  of  the  bank 
provides  that  payment  to  a  person  present- 
ing a  pass  book  shall  l)e  good  and  valid,  un- 
less the  pass  book  has  l)een  lost  and  notice 
in  writing  given  to  tho  bank  before  such 
payment  is  made.      (Ga.)   341. 

A  depc^Hitor  in  a  savings  bank  is  held 
not  to  be  estopped  to  hold  the  bank  re- 
sponsible in  case  it  negligently  pays  the 
deposit  to  an  unauthorized  j)erson,  by  the 
fact  that  he,  also,  is  negligent  in  the  care 
which  he  takes  of  his  bank  book.  (Conn.) 
329. 

Failure  of  the  officers  of  a  savings  bank  to 
n^ake  a  physical  comparison  of  the  signa- 
ture on  a  draft  presented  with  the  deposi- 
ttn'x  bank  hook  with  his  signature  on  file 
i«  held  to  render  it  liable  for  paying  out 
€9  L.  R.  A. 


money  on  a  forged  draft,  in  the  absence  of 
some  unusual  and .  pertinent  excuse  which 
will  justify  such  failure.     (N.  Y.)  317. 

Bills  and  notes. 
See  also  Limitation  of  Actions,  infra,  VIII. 

That  a  note  for  the  payment  of  which  a 
married  woman  becomes  surety  is  made  pay- 
able in  a  state  where  such  contract  is  inval- 
id, is  held  not  to  defeat  her  liability,  al- 
though the  suit  is  brought  in  that  state, 
if  the  contract  was  valid  at  her  domicil, 
where  it  was  executed.     (Ind.)    870. 

A  sound  reason,  inhering  in  the  sanae 
transaction  from  which  a  promieeory  note 
springs,  why  the  holder  ought  not,  in  equity 
and  good  conscience,  to  recover  its  face 
value,  is  held  to  be  a  good,  equitable  defense 
to  it,  although  the  defense  constitutes 
neither  an  offset,  a  coimterdaim,  nor  an  af- 
firmative cause  of  action  against  the  holder 
of  the  note.  (C.  C.  A.  8th  C.)  232. 
Carriers.  * 

The  checking  of  baggage  to  destination 
upon  a  through  ticket  to  transport  the  pass- 
enger over  roads  of  initial  and  connecting 
carriers  is  held  to  render  the  initial  carrier 
liable  for  its  loss  on  a  connecting  line. 
(Ark.)    65. 

A  carrier  who  negligently  delays  a  ship- 
ment is  held  to  be  liable  for  the  damages, 
where,  because  of  such  delay,  the  goods  are 
overtaken  in  transit  and  damaged  by  an 
act  of  God,  even  though  the  act  of  God 
could  not  reasonably  have  been  anticipated. 
(Minn.)    509. 

A  rule  of  the  state  railroad  commission 
that  carriers  shall  afford  to  all  persons 
equal  facilities  in  the  transportation  and 
delivery  of  freight  is  held  not  to  prohibit 
discrimination  against  commodities,  but 
ximply  discrimination  against  shippers. 
(Ga.)    119. 

A  railroad  company  which  expressly,  or 
by  implication,  invites  its  passengers  to 
use  a  stile  over  a  wire  fence  in  leaving  its 
grounds,  is  held  to  be  boimd  to  use  at  leAst 
ordinary  care  in  seeing  that  it  is  fit  for  the 
purpose  intended,  although  the  stile  was  not 
erected  by  it,  and  the  defective  part  is  not 
on  its  property,  but  on  property  where  it 
has  no  right  to  go  to  make  inspection  or  re- 
pairs.     (Iowa)  982. 

The  right  of  a  steam.ship  company  to  a 
limitation  of  its  liability  for  loss  of  passen- 
gers and  baggage  through  the  sinking^of  its    ^ 
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TCflsel  is  denied  where  the  crew  could  not 
understand  the  language  of  its  offioers,  and 
were  not  drilled  in  the  launching  of  the 
boats,  because  of  which  the  loss  occurred. 
(C.  C.  A.  9th  C.)   71. 

That  livery-stable  keepers  are  not  with- 
in the  rule  that  common  carriers  of  passen- 
gers are  bound  to  exercise  extraordinary 
care  for  the  safety  of  their  passengers  is 
decided.     (Conn.)  661.   - 

Insurance. 

An  open  mortgage  clause  attached  to  a 
policy  of  fire  insurance,  which  merely  pro- 
vides that  loss,  if  any,  shall  be  paid  to  the 
mortgagee  as  his  interest  may  appear,  is 
held  not  to  create  any  contract  relations 
between  the  mortgagee  and  insurer,  or  to 
give  the  mortgagee  a  right  to  participate 
in  arbitration  proceedings  to  fix  the  amount 
of  loss;  and  that,  therefore,  he  will 
be  bound  by  the  award,  although  he  was 
given  no  opportunity  to  be  heard.  (Conn.) 
924. 

A  niece  of  a  former  wife  of  a  man  is  held 
not  to  be  a  relative  of  his  child  by  a  sub- 
sequent one,  within  the  meaning  of  a  stat- 
ute permitting  certificates  of  mutual  bene- 
fit societies  to  be  taken  in  favor  of  relatives. 
(Iowa)  174. 

A  provision  of  a  life  insurance  policy  that 
suit  shall  be  brought  on  it  within  a  period 
less  than  that  fixed  by  the  statute  of  limita- 
tions is  held  to  be  void  as  against  public 
policy.     (Ky.)  264. 

An  agent  authorized  to  issue  policies  is 
held  to  bind  the  company  by  all  waivers, 
representations,  or  other  acts  within  the 
scope  or  requirements  of  his  buBiness.  unless 
the  insured  has  notice  of  the  li  nutation  of 
his  power.     (La.)  278. 

Landlord  and  tenant. 

That  a  tenant  cannot  be  relieved  from  for- 
feiture of  his  term  because  of  breach  of  his 
covenant  to  pay  taxes  after  the  premises 
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have  been  sold  because  of  his  default^  i» 
held,  since  he  can  no  longer  perform  his  cov- 
enant, or  make  compensation  for  the  breach, 
so  as  to  entitle  him  to  equitable  relief. 
(Mass.)   867. 

Vendor  and  purchaser. 

The  right  to  enforce  payment  of  the 
money  under  a  contract  to  purchase  real 
estate,  which  stipulates  that  the  property 
shall  be  clear  of  all  encumbrances,  is  denied 
where  the  title  has  not  been  accepted,  and 
there  is  an  existing  right  on  the  part  of  the 
municipality  to  open  a  platted^  street  over 
the  property,  which  will  destroy  the  build- 
ings without  making  compensation  for 
them.     (Tenn.)  790. 

Factors. 

A  commission  merchant  to  whom  grain 
is  consigned  to  be  sold  on  commission,  who 
purchases  such  grain  after  close  of  business 
hours  at  the  highest  price  of  the  day  upon 
the  board  of  trade,  and  subsequently  resells 
it  at  an  advance,  is  held  to  be  bound  to  ac- 
count to  the  consignor  for  the  profit  thus 
made.     (Minn.)  667. 

Sale;  implied  warranty. 

That  no  implied  warranty  of  fitness  of 
an  article  for  a  particular  purpose  ari:»es 
out  of  a  contract  to  make  or  supply  a 
described  and  definite  article,  is  declared, 
although  the  vendor  knows  that  the  veo- 
dee  is  purchasing  it  to  accomplish  a  spe- 
cific purpose,  because  the  essence  of  this  con- 
tract is  the  delivery  of  the  specific  article, 
and  not  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose. 
(C.  C.  A.  8th  C.)  973. 

Liability  of  bidder  at  judicial  sale. 

A  court  order  annulling  a  judicial  sale, 
and  directing  a  resale  of  the  property,  with- 
out accepting  the  bid,  or  directing  any  pro- 
ceedings against  the  bidder,  or  any  confir- 
mation Xif  the  sale,  is  held  to  relieve  hivi 
from  all  liability  upon  his  bid.     (Ky.)  33. 


III.      CORPOBATIONB  AND  ASSOCIATIONS. 


Corporations. 
See  also  supra,  II. 

The  power  of  a  corporation  to  make  valid 
contracts  for  the  repurchase  of  its  own 
stock  in  the  absence  of  charter  restrictions, 
is  sustained  in  a  recent  Iowa  case.  (Iowa) 
968. 

Benevolent  societies. 

An  election  to  treat  the  original  contract 
as  still  in  force,  upon  notification  of  re- 
duction in  the  amounts  of  certificates  in  a 
69  L.  R.  A. 


mutual  benefit  society,  adhered  to  for  two 
years  and  five  months,  is  held  not  to  be 
subject  to  change,  so  as  to  permit  a  certifi- 
cate holder  to  treat  the  contract  as  r^ 
scinded,  and  sue  for  assessments  paid. 
(C.  C.  A.  3dC.)  803. 

Religious  societies. 

A  creditor  of  a  religious  corporation  is 
held  to  have  no  right  of  action  against  the 
individual  members  of  it  as  such.  (lova) 
255. 
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rv.  Domestic  Relations. 
As  to  contracts  of  married  woman,  see  also  supra,  II.,  BiUft  and  Notes, 


Marriage. 

The  marriage  of  a  ward,  valid  where 
made,  in  a  sister  state,  is  held  necessarily 
to  be  reigarded  as  valid  at  his  domicil,  al- 
though it  would  not  have  been  so  had  it 
been  solemnized  there,  because  of  statutory 
limitation  of  his  right  to  contract.  (R.  I.) 
493. 

Liahility  for  8upport  of  insane  icife. 

The  liability  of  a  husband  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  at  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  to 
which  she  has  been  removed  by  due  process 
of  law,  is  denied  in  the  absence  of  a  statute 
expressly  imposing  such  liability.  (Wis.) 
829. 

Partnership  between  husband  and  wife, 

A  woman  whose  husband  is  carrying  on 
a  partnership  business  with  her  money  un- 
det  an  agreement  that  she  shall  receive  all 
of  his  skare  of  the  profits  of  the  buainess 
is  held  to  be  liable  to  account  to  him  for 
the  amount  for  which  he  rendered  himself 
liable  oir  account  of  the  purchase  of  a  ma- 
chine by  him  and  his  partner  for  use  in  the 
business,  although  she  had  given  him  spe- 
cial instructions  not  to  purchase  the  ma- 


chine, if  it  was  in  fact  necessary  or  proper 
for  the  conduct  of  the  business.     (Ga.)   87. 

Conveyance  by  husband  to  wife. 

A  conveyance  of  land  from  husband  to 
wife  in  the  usual  form,  for  a  valuable  con- 
sideration, though  witliout  words  disclos- 
ing an  intent  to  do  so,  is  held  to  vest  in  her 
a  separate  estate  which  she  may  transfer 
without  his  joinder  or  consent.  (Tenn.) 
353. 

A  man  is  deprived  of  his  curtesy  inter- 
est in  land  by  conveying  it  to  his  wife  to 
her  sole,  separate,  and  exclusive  use,  free 
and  discharged  from  all  his  control  and 
liabilities.     (Tenn.)   370. 

Estoppel  of  married  %ooman, 

A  married  woman  who,  with  her  husband, 
enters  into  an  oral  contract  for  the  sale 
of  their  homestead,  under  which  the  pur- 
chaser takes  poseession,  and  pays  the  pur- 
chase price,  and  makes  valuable  improve- 
ments, all  of  which  is  done  with  the  full 
knowledge  and  consent  of  the  wife,  is  held 
to  be  estopped  to  set  up  the  invalidity  of 
the  contract  in  defense  of  an  action  to  com- 
pel specific  performance  thereof.  (Idaho) 
584. 


y.    Trust  Rxlatioits. 


RefM>vol  of  trustee. 
The  removal  of  the  widow  as  trustee  of  a 
fund  provided  for  the  benefit  of  testator's 
slaughter  le  held  proper  where  she  elected 
to  take  her  dower  rights  in  opposition  to 
the  will,  thereby  depleting  the  trust  estate 
and  destroying  a  very  important  part  of 


the  scheme  of  the  testator,  remarried  witli- 
in  a  short  time,  became  estranged  from  the 
cestui  que  trust  and  her  ootruateee,  so  that 
no  intercourse  could  subsist  between  them, 
and  kept  the  estate  in  needless  litigation. 
(Md.)  920. 


VI.    Torts;  Xeoligencs;  Injuries. 


Imputed   negligence. 

The  owner  of  a  wagon,  seated  beside  the 
driver,  whom  he  employs,  is  held  to  be 
chargeable  with  the  driver's  negligence  in 
attempting  to  cross  a  street-car  track  in 
front  of  an  approaching  car,  which  is  in 
plain  view.     (Mo.)  389. 

Negligence  of  a  locomotive  engineer, 
which  results  in  a  collision,  is  held  not  to 
be  imputable  to  the  conductor  in  charge  of 
his  train,  so  as  to  prevent  a  recovery  for 
injuries  thereby  caused  to  the  latter,  where 
the  conductor  could  not  have  controlled  the 
action  of  the  engineer  at  the  time  of  the  ac- 
cident, or  have  prevented  its  occurrence. 
(Ark.)  217. 

Last  clear  chance. 

The  doctrine  of  last  clear  chance  is  held 
€0  L.  R.  A. 


not  to  be  applicable  in  an  admiralty 
(C.  C.  A.  1st  C.)  293. 

Nuisance, 

The  characteristic  noises  and  odors  issu- 
ing from  a  chicken  house  and  yard,  which 
are  maintained  in  a  cleanly  manner,  and 
cared  for  so  as  not  injuriously  to  affect 
the  health  of  any  normal  person  in  the 
neighborhood,  are  held  not  to  be  a  nuisance, 
although  they  may  make  neighboring  prop- 
erty uncomfortable  as  a  residence  for  in- 
valids.    (Mass.)    820. 

A  fair  occupying  75  or  80  feet  in  width 
and  4  blocks  in  length  of  an  important 
business  street  in  a  city,  and  consisting  of 
numerous  tents  inclosing  shows  and  exhibi- 
tions, in  front  of  which  are  stationed  men 
blowing  horns  and  talking  through  mega- 
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phones,  together  with  various  other  stands, 
booths^  Ferris  wheels,  merrj'-go- rounds,  etc., 
which  is  permitted  by  the  authorities  to  be 
maintained  on  the  street  for  a  week,  is  held 
to  be  a  public  nuisance.  (Ga.)  564. 
Injury   to  servant. 

The  failure  to  box,  or  otherwise  protect, 
a  rapidly  revolving  upright  stiaft  coming  up 
through  the  floor  in  an  alley  or  passageway 
where  an  inexperienced  girl  is  required  to 
sweep,  who  is  not  warned  of  the  danger,  is 
held  to  be  properly  found  by  the  jury  to 
constitute  negligence  which  will  render  the 
employer  liable  for  injuries  to-  her  when 
her  clothing  is  caught  and  wound  upon 
the  shaft.     (Md.)   909. 

The  liability  of  a  master  to  a  servant  for 
injuries  caused  by  negligence  of  a  foreman 
in  directing  work  is  denied  where  the  mas- 
ter has  otherwise  performed  his  duty. 
(Ind.)  163. 
»  A  railroad  engineer  who  obeys,  although 
reluctantly,  an  order  to  take  his  train 
through  a  mountainous  region  on  its  regular 
trip,  at  a  time  of  heavy  rains,  when  land 
slides  are  anticipated,  is  held  to  assume 
the  risk  of  such  slides,  and  to  have  no  rignt 
to  hold  the  company  responsible  in  caae 
his  train  is  carried  from  the  track  by  a 
slide  which  comes  upon  it  so  suddenly 
that  there  is  no  time  to  escape,  and  the  dan- 
ger of  which  was  not  observed  by  a  track  in- 
spector who  had  passed  the  spot  just  before 
the  train  reached  there.  (C.  C.  A.  6th  C.) 
767. 

That  the  conductor  of  a  passenger  train 
cannot  be  regarded  as  in  a  separate  depart- 
ment of  service  from  a  brakeman  of  a  freight 
train  so  as  to  render  the  railroad  company 
liable  for  injury  to  the  latter  by  his  negli- 
gence, is  decided.     (Tenn.)   746. 

Mere  knowledge  of  an  employee  of  a  con- 
tractor for  the  setting  of  the  stone  work  of 
a  building,  of  a  custom  tliat  the  scaffolding 
shall  be  furnished  by  the  brick  contractors, 
is  held  not  to  amount  to  a  waiver  of  his 
right  to  hold  his  employer  responsible  for 
the  safety  of  a  scaffold  furnished  for  him 
to  work  upon.     (111.)  697. 

The  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  of  a 
servant  by  ^e  fall  of  a  derrick  because  of 
the  breaking  of  a  spliced  rope  is  held  not 
to  be  the  failure  to  insert  thimbles  into  the 
loops  of  the  splice,  but  the  failure  to  inspect 
the  rope  for  the  purpose  of  determining  its 
condition,  and  to  repair  it  after  it  has  be- 
come chafed  and  worn  by  use,  where  there 
is  nothing  to  sliow  that  the  splice  is  not 
sufficiently  strong,  without  the  thimbles, 
to  do  the  work  required  of  it,  and  it  fails 
l>ecau8e  of  the  wear  due  to  continued  use. 
(Conn.)  936. 

The  liability  of  an  employer  to  an  em- 
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ployee  for  injuries  caused  by  negligenee  in 
the  handling  of  a  boiler  upon  the  premises 
by  a  coemployee,  an  engineer  who  is  con- 
ceded to  have  been  competent,  is  denied. 
(Pa.)   792. 

Injury  to  guest  at  inn. 

That  an  innkeeper  is  not  liable  for  an 
injury  inflicted  upon  a  guest  in  his  hotel, 
by  a  servant  who  was  not  at  the  time  of 
the  injury  acting  within  the  apparent  or  ac- 
tual scope  of  his  employment,  is  declared. 
(C.  C.  A.  8th  C.)   653. 

A  trespass  committed  upon  a  guest  in  a 
hotel  by  a  servant  of  the  proprietor,  wheth* 
er  actively  engaged  in  the  discharge  of  his 
duties  at  the  time  or  not,  is  held  to  be  a 
breach  of  the  implied  undertaking  that  the 
guest  shall  be  treated  with  due  considera- 
tion for  his  comfort  and  safety,  for  which 
the  proprietor  is  liable  in  damages.  (Neb.) 
642. 

Blocking   stairway. 

The  occupant  of  the  lower  floors  of  a 
building,  who  blocks  the  stairway  leading 
from  the  upper  floor  to  the  ground,  so  thut 
a  tenant  of  such  floor,  in  seeking  to  escape 
a  fircj  is  compelled  to  drop  a  considerable 
distance  to  reach  the  ground,  is  held  to  l#e 
liable  for  the  injury  resulting  to  him  there- 
from.    (Pa.)   800. 

Runaway  team. 

The  proximate  cause  of  the  runaway  of  a 
team  harnessed  to  a  wagon  loaded  Avith 
about  a  ton^s  weight,  which  a  farmer  had 
left  standing  in  the  street  hitched  to  a 
hitching  rail  in  front  of  a  store  while  be 
was  engaged  in  unloading  his  wagon,  and 
which  became  frightened  because  a  boy 
in  turning  over  the  hitching  rail,  struck 
the  nose  of  one  of  them  with  his  foot, 
causing  them  to  break  the  halter  and  ran 
away,  is  held  to  be  the  striking  of  the  horse 
by  the  boy.     (Kan.)   246. 

Injury  to  traveler  on  sidewalU. 

The  liability  of  a  municipal  corporation 
for  injuries  to  a  traveler  upon  a  sidewalk 
through  the  fall  of  a  billlvKii'd  iu!iecurely 
placed  by  an  abutting  owner  u[ion  his  ovn 
property  near  the  edge  of  the  street  is  de- 
nied.    (Mich.)  618. 

A  horse  block  or  stepping  stone  of  ordi- 
nary size,  placed  at  the  edge  of  the  8id<>^ 
walk  to  facilitate  access  to  and  egress  from 
carriages  in  the  street,  is  held  not  to  V  an 
obstruction  of  the  walk,  so  as  to  render  the 
municipality  liable  for  injuries  caused  by  a 
traveler  falling  over  it.     (App.  D.  C.)   8X 

Owners  of  property  in  possession  of  ten- 
ants are  held  not  to  be  bound  to  keep  watch 
to  see  that  ice  dangerous  to  travel  does  not 
form  on  the  walks  in  front  of  it,  which  are 
properly  constructed  and  in  proper  repair. 

le 
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Avhere  their  negligent  construction  of  their 
buildings  does  not  constribute  to  its  forma- 
tion.    (Pa.)  488. 

Injury  to  person  on  street  railway  track. 
Failure  to  anticipate  the  presence  of  a 
man  on  his  hands  and  knees  on  the  track  in 
front  of  an  electric  car  on  a  dark  night,  and 
to  run  the  car  so  as  to  provide  for  that  con- 
tingency, is  held  not  to  be  negligence  on  the 
part  of  the  motorman.     (R.  I.)   188. 

Failure    to    look    and    listen    at    railroad 
crossing. 

Failure  to  look  and  listen  before  crossing 
a  street-car  track  at  a  public  crossing  is 
held  not  to  be  negligence  per  se,  as  matter 
•of  law.     (Me.)  300. 

Failure  to  sound  uxirning  at  trestle. 

The  duty  to  sound  warnings  when  trains 
approach  a  trestle  over  a  highway  is  held 
to  depend  upon  the  dangerous  character  of 
the  place,  which  is  a  question  for  the  de- 
termination of  the  jury.  (Tenn.)  662. 
Failure  to  care  for  person  injured. 

Failure  of  the  employees  operating  a  car 
«nd  engine  by  which  a  trespasser  on  the 
railway  track  is  struck  and  injured  without 
fault  of  the  employees,  to  take  charge  of 
the  wounded  man  and  give  him  care  and 
•attention,  is  held  not  to  be  a  violation  of  a 
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legal  duty  for  which  the  company  is  liable. 
(Kan.)  513. 

Violation  of  right  of  privacy. 

The  publication  of  the  picture  of  a  person 
without  his  consent,  as  part  of  an  advertise- 
ment, for  the  purpose  of  exploiting  the 
publisher's  business,  is  held  to  be  a  viola- 
tion of  the  right  of  privacy  of  the  person 
whose  picture  is  reproduced,  and  to  entitle 
him  to  recover  without  proof  of  special  dam- 
ages.    (Ga.)   101. 

Conspiracy, 

A  combination  of  two  or  more  persons  to 
injure  one  in  his  trade  by  inducing  his  em- 
ployees to  break  their  contract  with  hlln, 
or  to  decline  longer  to  continue  in  his  em- 
ployment, is  held  to  be  actionable  if  it  1*6- 
suits  in  damage.     (Ga.)   00. 

Duty  to  connect  property  with  drain. 

The  owners  of  improved  property  located 
adjacent  to  an  adequate  sewer  or  drainage 
system  in  a  city  are  held  to  be  bound  to 
connect  therewith  the  water  gutters  and 
spouts  upon  their  buildings,  and  not  to  per- 
mit the  rain  water  to  collect  and  discharge 
at  a  point  in  a  public  alley,  where,  by  reason 
of  the  volume  and  force  thus  attained,  it 
enters  adjoining  premises,  provided  such 
connection  with  the  drainage  system  can  be 
reasonably  made.     (Minn.)   621. 


VI T.    PftopEBTY    Rights;    Deeds;   Fixtubes;  Wills. 


8helley*s  Case. 
A  fee  simple  is  vested  in  the  first  taker, 
under  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case,  by  a  con- 
veyance to  one  "during  his  natural  life,  and 
then  to  his  heirs."     (Iowa)  953. 
Price  quotations. 
A    property    right    in    price    quotations 
gathered  by  a  board  of  trade  is  held  not  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  fact  that  a  large  per- 
centage of  the  business  done  under  its  aus- 
pices consists  of  gambling  transactions  or 
that  the  news  is  susceptible  of  bad  as  well 
as  good  uses.     (C.  C.  A.  7th  C.)  59. 
Mines;  surface  support. 
The  leaving  of  surface  supports  is  held 
not  to  be  within  a  provision  in  a  sale  by  the 
owner  of  coal  in  place  of  the  vein,  which 
is  held  subject  to  the  duty  of  supporting 
the  surface,  by  which  he  undertakes  to  in- 
demnify   the    purchaser    for    any    damage 
which   may  result  to  the  surface  *'by  rea- 
son  of  the  skilful  and  careful  mining  and 
taking  away  of  the  coal;"  the  words  being 
lield  to  refer  solely  to  the  manner  of  work- 
ing the  vein.     (Pa.)   637. 

Easement  or  license. 
Permission  to  use  a  stairway  erected  on 
the  outside  of  a  building  for  ingress  and 
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egress  to  and  from  the  second  story  of  an- 
other building,  in  consideration  that  the 
owners  of  the  latter  building  ^vill  permit 
the  owner  of  the  other  one  to  erect  a  porch 
on  a  6-foot  strip  of  a  vacant  lot  adjoining 
the  back  end  of  his  building,  is  held  not  to 
amount  to  the  grant  of  an  easement,  but  to 
constitute  a  license  only,  revocable  by  the 
licensor.     (Idaho)  568. 

Life  tenants*  interest  in  oil  wells. 

One  entitled  to  an  undivided  life  estate 
under  a  statute  giving  a  surviving  husband 
or  wife  a  one- third  interest  In  real  estate 
of  the  other  is  held  to  have  no  right  to  de* 
mand  absolutely  any  part  of  the  production 
of  oil  wells  subsequently  opened  upon  the 
property  by  the  remainder-men,  but  to  be 
entitled  only  to  the  income  upon  one  third 
of  the  oil  produced.     (Tex.)  986. 

Life  tenants'  right  to  dividends. 

Cash  dividends  upon  corporate  stock  are 
held  to  belong  to  the  life  tenants,  notwith- 
standing they  were  derived  from  the  sale  of 
permanent  property  in  which  profits  had 
been  invested.  (Conn.)  76. 
Waters. 

Tlie  wharfage  and  reclamation  rights  of 

the  owner  of  land  on  a  cove  leadpg  oflf  from 
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a  river  are  held  not  to  be  destroyed  or  im- 
paired by  the  construction  of  an  embank- 
ment across  the  mouth  of  the  cove. 
(Conn.)   929. 

The  owner  of  property  bordering  on  a  mill 
pond  is  held  to  have  no  right  to  enjoin  the 
owner  of  the  dam  and  water  privilege  from 
drawing  the  water  down  to  its  natural 
level,  when  it  becomes  necessary  for  the 
utilization  of  the  power,  although  a  por- 
tion of  the  bottom  of  the  pond  is  thereby 
uncovered  and  exposed  to  the  sun,  render- 
ing it  unhealthful  and  injurious  to  the 
abutting  owner.     (Conn.)  933. 

SOftfade  wattm  which,  by  natural  drain- 
afSy  orilect  in  a  natural  basin  and  depres- 
sion upon  the  premises  of  a  dominant  ten- 
ement*, and  escape  therefrom  only  by  per- 
colation or  evaporation,  forming  thereby 
a  lake  or  pond,  permanent  in  its  character, 
are  held  to  lose  the  character  of  surface 
waters  when  so  collected,  so  that  they  may 
not,  by  artificial  means,  other  than  that 
incident  to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  be 
drained  to  the  damage  of  a  servient  tene- 
ment without  liability  for  such  acts. 
(Okla.)   460. 

Trees, 

The  right  to  recover  punitive  damages 
for  the  cutting  of  trees  upon  a  sidewalk 
for  the  accommodation  of  electric-light 
wires,  in  entire  disregard  of  the  rights  of 
the  abutting  owner,  and  against  his  pro- 
test, is  sustained.  (N.  C.)  631. 
Deeds, 

A  deed  without  power  of  revocation,  from 
a  parent  who  is  incapacitated  physically 
and  weak  mentally,  to  his  daughter  who 
has  for  some  time  had  the  care  of  him, 
made  without  the  benefit  of  competent  and 
iadi|»eDdent  advice,  is  held  to  be  properly 
Mt  aside  by  equity.  (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.) 
393. 

It  is  held  that  a  deed  absolute  on  its  face 
cannot  be  delivered  to  the  grantee  therein 
named  to  be  held  by  him  in  escrow;  and 
that  such  a  delivery  will  operate  as  abso- 


lute and   freed   from  all   parol   conditions^ 
vesting  the  title  at  once.     (Idaho)  572. 
Fixtures. 

Tlie  mere  finishing  material,  such  a« 
doors,  mantels,  casings,  etc.,  which  have 
been  purchased  for  an  unfinished  buildin*: 
and  placed  therein,  but  not  affixed  thereto 
is  held  not  to  pass  by  a  sale  of  the  real  prop- 
erty under  a  mortgage  foreclosure,  where  it 
is  not  mentioned  or  deemed  a  part  of  the 
sale.     (Tenn.)    892. 

A  mortgage  of  a  lot  on  which  stands  a 
partially  completed  building  is  held  to  |>aas 
cut  stone  and  structural  iron  prepared  for 
the  building  and  located  on  the  lot  mort- 
gaged and  that  adjoinii^g,  if  the  intention 
of  the  parties  is  that  the  building  fthall 
be  speedily  completed  with  the  material  at 
hand.     (Mich.)   900. 

The  granting  of  an  absolute  divorce  i* 
held  not  to  revoke,  by  implication,  a  legacy 
in  the  will  of  the  husband  in  favor  of  the 
wife.     (Pa.)   940. 

Where  the  body  of  a  will  is  writ- 
ten on  horizontal  lines  on  several  fmge^ 
of  foolscap  paper,  so  that  all  its  item-;. 
and  provisions  are  in  consecutive  order  t<» 
tlie  end  of  the  last  page,  under  which  thr 
testator's  signature  appears,  but  there  i< 
also  written  in  the  margin  of  the  las^t 
page,  to  the  left  of,  and  separated  from. 
the  body  of  the  instrument,  a  dispos^itive 
clause  extending  lengthwise  of  the  pa^e 
from  near  the  bottom  to  near  the  top. 
and  in  no  manner  connected  with  the  body 
of  the  instrument  by  any  words  or  mark^ 
to  indicate  where  the  marginal  matter  is 
to  be  read  in  relation  to  the  other  provi- 
sions; and  it  is  established  by  testi- 
mony that  the  marginal  matter  was  writ- 
ten after  all  the  other  provisions,  at  the 
request  of  the  testator,  and  before  he  at- 
tached his  signature  under  the  body  of  the 
will, — it  is  held  that  the  will  is  not  signed 
at  its  end,  as  required  by  statute,  and  is 
invalid  for  that  reason.     (Ohio)   422. 


yill.    Civil  RiMEDisa;  RuLss  and  Princifijes. 


A  subcontractor  is  held  to  be  entitled 
to  pursue  simultaneously  a  proceeding  to 
enforce  his  mechanic's  lien  against  the 
property  and  an  action  against  the  con- 
tractor for  the  amount  due  him,  in  which 
he  attaches  funds  due  the  contractor  from 
the  property  owner.  (R.  I.)  497. 
Bill  of  review;  limitations. 

The  right  to  file  a  bill  of  review  after 
the  lapse  of  the  statutory  period  for  an 
.appeal  is  denied,  except  in  case  of  new,  or 
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newly   discovered,   matter.     (N.   J.   Err.  4- 
App.)  397. 

Jjimiiation  of  actions. 
Giving  a  note  for  interest  upon  a  lars«»r 
note  already  barred  by  the  statute  of  lim- 
itations, which  does  not  in  any  way  reier 
to  the  earlier  note,  is  held  not  to  revive  It 
under  a  statute  providing  that  causes  of  a«'- 
tion  founded  on  contract  are  revived  by  ai» 
admission  in  writing,  signed  by  the  party 
to  be  charged,  that  the^debt  is^ unpaid,  or 
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by  a  like  new  promise  to  pay  the   same. 
(Iowa)  260. 

Under  a  mortgage  securing  a  series  of 
notes  due  at  intervals  of  one  year,  and  pro- 
viding that  nonpayment  of  any  one  of  them, 
together  with  nonpayment  of  taxes,  should 
mature  the  entire  debt,  it  is  held  that  the 
statute  of  limitations  commences  to  run  at 
the  date  of  default  upon  the  first  note  and 
taxes.     (Kan.)  250. 

Specific  performance. 

That  the  statute  of  frauds  is  satisfied, 
and  specific  performance  of  a  contract  may 
be  decreed,  is  held  where  a  signed,  but  un- 
delivered, lease,  taken  in  connection  with 
a  previouHly  signed  memorandum  in  writing 
of  an  oral  agreement  for  a  lease,  shows  a 
complete  agreement  on  the  terms  of  the 
lease.  (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.)  394. 
Replevin. 

That  replevin  lies  for  growing  strawberry 
plants,  although  they  are  attached  to  the 
soil,  is  declared  since  they  are  fruits  of  in- 
dustry, and  must  be  treated  as  chattels. 
(Ark.)  827. 

The  rule  that  one  is  adverse  possession, 
under  color  of  title,  of  a  tract  of  land,  is  en- 
titled to  maintain  replevin  for  logs  cut 
thereon  by  one  claiming  to  be  the  true  own- 
er, regardless  of  the  true  location  of  the 
ultimate  title  to  the  land,  is  held  to  apply 
where  the  spot  from  which  the  logs  were  cut 
18  annexed  to  the  actual  possession  of  a 
portion  of  the  tract  because  within  the 
boundaries  of  the  paper  title.     (Tenn.)  732. 

A  plaintiff  in  replevin  is  held  to  have  no 
right  to  claim  salvage  for  rescuing  the  re- 
plevied property  after  it  had  sunk  while  in 
his  possession,  since  it  was  his  legal  duty 
to  care  for  and  preserve  it.  (C.  G.  A.  6th 
C.)   283. 

Accord  and  satisfaction. 

The  payment  of  less  than  is  due  is  held 
to  discharge  the  debt,  when  an  agreement  to 
that  effect  is  fully  executed,  and  the  dis- 
charge is  evidenced  by  a  written  receipt  for 
the  lesser  sum  in  full  satisfaction  of  the 
greater  one.     (Ark.)  823. 

Judgment, 

That  no  interest  in  real  estate  located  in 
another  state  can  be  vested  in  a  complainant 
in  a  divorce  proceeding  by  a  decree  which 
purports  to  deal  directly  with  the  title  to 
the  estate,  is  decided.  (111.)  073. 
Reft  judicata. 

A  decree  denying  the  right  of  a  corpora- 
tion to  have  bonds  neoured  by  mortgage 
on  its  property  surrendered  by  a  pledgee 
who  was  seeking  to  foreclose  its  lien  on 
the  bonds  against  the  pledgeor,  on  the 
^ound  that  the  bonds  had  been  wrong- 
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fully  put  upon  the  market »  and  had  never 
been  rightfully  negotiated,  is  held  to  be 
no  bar  to  a  subsequent  suit  against  the 
corporation  to  foreclose  the  mortgage  by 
which  they  are  secured,  since  the  latter 
question  could  not  have  been  determined  in 
the  former  action.     (Or.)   480. 

That  a  party  pleading  a  judgment  as- 
an  estoppel  must  sustain  the  plea  by  show- 
ing that  the  particular  matter  in  contro- 
versy was  actually  determined  in  the  for- 
mer litigation,  in  accordance  with  his  con- 
tention, is  declared  where  it  appears  from 
the  record  introduced  in  support  of  the- 
plea  that  several  issues  were  involved  in 
such  litigation,  and  the  verdict  and  judg- 
ment do  not  clearly  show  that  this  particu- 
lar issue  was  then  decided.     (Ga.)  483. 

A  decree  of  a  probate  court  having  juris- 
diction, assigning  the  residue  of  the  estate 
of  a  deceased  person,  is  held  to  be  conclu- 
sive upon  all  persons  interested  in  the  es- 
tate, whether  then  in  being  or  not.  (Minn.) 
785. 

Exemptions, 

The  exemption  from  execution  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  insurance  policies  is  held  not  to  be 
limited  to  claims  against  the  insured  but  to 
extend  to  those  against  the  beneficiary,  un- 
der a  statute  providing  that  all  moneys, 
benefits,  privileges,  or  immunities  growings 
out  of  life  insurance  are  exempt  from  exe- 
cution.    (Cal.)   67. 

Bet-off. 

In  an  action  against  tiie  maker  and  in- 
dorser  of  a  promissory  note,  joined  in  the 
same  suit,  it  is  held  that  the  indorser  may 
set  off  an  individual  claim  against  plaintiff 
grooving  out  of  the  transaction  which  gave 
rise  to  the  execution  of  the  note.  (Ga.) 
97. 

Injunction, 

A  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peaoe^ 
rendered  within  less  than  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  statute  after  service  of  sum- 
moos,  is  held  not  to  be  so  far  void  that  its 
execution  can  be  enjoined.  (S.  D.)  499. 
Equity, 

Tliat  equity  will  not  prevent  a  forfeiture- 
of  an  estate  for  breach  of  a  condition  subse- 
quent is  held  where  the  performance  of  the 
condition  was  made  of  the  veiy  essence  of 
the  contract,  and  the  damages  for  the  breach 
cannot  be  measured  in  money,  while  the  fail- 
ure to  perform  was  not  caused  by  mistake, 
nor  the  result  of  mere  negligence.  (Wis.) 
833. 

Pleading. 

Where  a  complaint  is  indefinite  and  un- 
certain  because   the   pleader   has   confused 
the    element   of    ordinary   negligence    with 
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<rross  negligence,  and  the  attention  of  the 
trial  court  is  called  thereto,  it  is  held  that 
the  court  should  compel  the  plaintiff  to  pro- 
i-eed  upon  one  theory  or  the  other,  or  to 
give  »uch  permissible  construction  to  the 
pleadingK  as  to  confine  plaintiff's  claim  to 
•one  species  of  wrongdoing.     (Wis.)    601. 

Evidence. 
If  the  memoranda  of  inspection  of  en- 
dues prepared  by  the  men  in  charge  of  that 
work,  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  rail- 
road company,  have  been  lost,  and  the  facts 
with  regard  to  the  inspection  forgotten  by 
them,  it  is  held  that  such  facts  may  be 
proved  by  the  introduction  in  evidence  of  a 
transcript  of  such  memoranda,  entered  by 
the  proper  clerk  in  a  book  kept  for  that 
purpose,  accompanied  by  his  testimony,  and 
that  of  the  inspectors,  showing  that  inspec- 
tions  were  made  and  properly  entered  ir 
the  book.     (Or.)    476. 

Parol  evidence  to  show  that  one  who 
signed  a  memorandum  for  the  sale  of  goods 
necessary  to  satisfy  the  statute  of  frauds 
acted  as  agent  for  the  one  who  is  seeking 
to  enforce  the  contract,  so  as  to  permit  him 
.  to  maintain  the  action,  is  held  to  be  admis- 
sible.    (N.  H.)  629. 

Damages. 

The  measure  of  damages  for  false  and 
fraudulent  representations  by  which  a  party 
had  been  induced  to  exchange  real  property 
for  stock  in  a  corporation,  but  who  had  af- 
firmed the  contract  after  discovering  the 
deceit,  is  held  to  be,  in  the  absence  of  a 
claim  for  special  or  exemplary  damages,  the 
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difference  in  the  value  between  what  wa«»  re- 
ceived or  parted  with,  as  the  caiie  may  b(», 
and  what  would  have  been  receive<l  or  part- 
ed with  had  the  representations  been  true. 
(X.  D.)  409. 

Mere  disappointment  and  regret  are  held 
not  to  be  included  in  the  rule  allowing 
damages  for  mental  anguiHh  upon  failure 
of  a  telegraph  company  promptly  to  deliver 
a  death  message.     (N.  C.)   403. 

The  rental  value  of  the  premises  durinir 
the  possession  of  the  vendee  is  held  to  be 
properly  deducted  from  his  recovery  for 
breach  of  a  covenant  of  seisin,  which  is  made 
by  an  outstanding  contingent  remainder. 
where  his  deed  gave  him  at  least  a  life  es- 
tate, and  the  life  tenancy  has  continued  f»o 
as  to  preclude  the  remainder-men  from  de- 
manding rents  for  any  part  of  the  time. 
(Tenn.)   760. 

In  an  action  on  a  contract  to  convey  un- 
improved land  with  warranty  of  title,  to 
recover  damages  for  failure  to  oonvey,  the 
vendor's  title  proving  defective,  it  is  held 
that  the  value  of  buildings  placed  on  the 
land  by  the  vendee  without  the  request  of 
the  vendor,  before  the  time  fixed  for  the 
c<mveyance  has  arrived,  cannot  be  recovered 
by  the  vendee.  (N.  J.  Err.  ft  App.)  764. 
Right  of  plaintiff  in  contempt  to  proceed 
with  trial. 

A  plaintiff  in  an  equity  case,  who  ia  in 
contempt  of  court  for  refusing  to  obey  an 
order  which  can  be  enforced  by  mandarau«. 
is  held  to  have  no  absolute  right  to  proceed 
with  the  trial.     (Mass.)   311. 


IX.  Criminal  Law  and  Practice. 


The  arrest  at  their  own  instigation,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  a  trial  elsewhere, 
of  persons  accused  of  crime,  in  the  county 
where  the  commission  of  the  crime  is  com- 
menced, and  binding  them  over  to  await  the 
action  of  the  grand  jury,  are  held  not  to 
prevent  proceedings  against  them  in  the 
•county  where  the  crime  is  consummated, 
under  a  statute  providing  that,  if  the  juris- 
diction of  any  offense  be  in  two  counties, 
the  accused  shall  be  tried  in  the  county  in 
which  he  is  first  arrested.  (Ky.)  270. 
Homicide  by  officer. 

A  police  officer  who  kills  a  person  whom 
he  is  attempting  to  arrest  is  held  to  be 
guilty  of  a  criminal  offenHc  if  he  uses  more 
force  than  is  reasonably  necessary  to  effect 
his  purpose.  (Mo.)  381. 
Burglary. 

The  fact  that  the  owner  of  a  building,  to 
whom  a  detective  disclosed  that  it  \^'as  prob- 
nblv  about  to  be  burglarized  by  a  person 
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named,  with  the  feigned  assistanoe  of  the 
detective,  for  the  purpose  of  securing  evi- 
dence of  the  intended  burglary  and  other 
crimes,  did  not  take  steps  to  prevent  the 
burglary,  but  passively  allowed  it  to  go  on. 
is  held  not  to  be  a  consent  to  the  burgiarv 
tlmt  will  be  a  defense  in  a  prosecution  there- 
for.    (N.  iJ.)    405. 

Soliciting  bribe. 
The  solicitation  of  a  bribe  is  held  not  to 
constitute  an  attempt  to  accept  or  receive 
a  bribe.     (Kan.)   176. 

Betting. 
Playing  pool  under  an  agreement  that 
the  one  losing  the  game  8)iall  pay  for  the 
use  of  the  table  is  held  to  be  betting  at  a 
pool  table,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute* 
making  such  betting  a  misdemeanor.  (Ga.i 
117. 

Lottery, 
The  fact   that   each   member   is  entitled 
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Resume  of 
fCRiMiNAL  Law 
*to  trade  out  the  amount  he  has  paid  in 
iv^neneyer  he  chooses  to  withdraw  from  the 
•club  is  held  not  to  prevent  a  suit  club, 
which  is  a  scheme  by  which  a  certain  num- 
ber of  persons  pay  a  small  sum  per  week 
«nd  choose  by  lot  each  week  one  of  the 
number  who  shall  reoeiye  a  suit  of  clothes 
worth  much  more  than  such  weekly  pay- 
ment, upon  receipt  of  which  he  ceases  to  be 
a  member  of  the  club,  from  being  a  lottery. 
(Mich.)  605. 

Indictment  or  information* 
Indictment  by  a  grand  jury  is  held  not 
^9  L.R.A. 


Dbctstons.  1003 

▲ND  PaACTICB.) 

to  be  necessary  to  due  process  of  law,  so 
as  to  preclude  the  institution  of  a  crim- 
inal prosecution  by  information.  (Or.) 
466. 

Instruction  to  jury, 
A  plea  of  guilty  of  theft,  to  commit 
which  a  burglary  is  alleged  to  have  been 
committed,  is  held  not  to  relieve  the  court 
of  the  necessity  of  instructing  the  jury  as 
to  the  law  goyerning  convictions  on  circum- 
stcmtial  evidence,  where  the  fact  of  the  bur- 
glary itself  depends  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence.    (Tex.  Crim.  App.)   103. 
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BAMkrupter* 

Discharge      of      partnership      liability 

in  Individual  bankruptcy  proceedings  771 
1.  Scope  "^"^^ 

II.   Provability   of   partnership   debts   in 
individual  proceedings 

a.  Introductory  "^"^^ 

b.  In  general  "^"^^ 

c.  Exceptions 

1.  Absence  of  Joint  assets  or 

aolvent      piartners 

(a)  In  general  775 

(b)  When         partnership 

assets  have  been 
assigned  to  bank- 
rupt 777 

2.  Fraudulent    abstraction    of 

partnership      funds      by 
bankrupt  777 

3.  Right   of   petitioning  Joint 

creditor  to  prove  778 

Jll.  Discharge  of   partnership  liability   In 
individual  proceeding 

a.  Discharge  of  liability  by  reason 

of  provaUllty  of  ctalm 

1.  In  general  778 

2.  The  Kngllsh  doctrine  779 

b.  Necessity  of  making  Arm  or  co- 

partners parties 

1.  Under    bankruptcy    law    of 

1867 

(a)  In  general  780 

(b)  In   absence   of   Joint 

assets  782 

2.  Under    bankruptcy    law    of 

1898 

(a)  In  general  783 

(b)  In   absence   of  Joint 

assets  784 

Uanlca. 

Liability  of  savings  banks  for  payments 

to  fraudulent  claimants  : — 
1.  General     rule     requiring     reasonable 

care  by  the  bank  317 

JI.  The  application  of  the  rule  of  reason- 
able care  as  affected  by  the 
bank*s  by-laws 

a.  In  general  318 

b.  By-law    providing  for  payment 

to   the   depositor's  represent- 
ative after  his  death  323 
ail.  The  binding  effect  of  the  by-laws  up- 
on the  depositor 

a.  Assent  by  the  depositor  824 

b.  What  is  a  reasonable  by-law        326 
^  L.  R.  A. 


Banks— continued. 

IV.  Limits  of  the  application  of  the  rale 
requiring  reasonable  care 

a.  In  general  327 

b.  Payment  upon  fraudulent  claim 

of  identity  merely  327 

c  Payment  upon  Impersonation  of 
the  depositor,  combined  with 
forgery  329 

d.  Payment    upon    forged    orders 

alone  333 

e.  Payment  without  either  imper- 

sonation or  forgery  336 

f.  Payment  after  the  death  of  the 

depositor  338 

g.  The  obligation  to  compare  the 

signatures  339 

V.  Contributory  negligence  of  the  depos- 
itor 

a.  In  general  .340 

b.  Failure   to   give   notice   to   the 

bank  341 

c.  Failure  to  keep  pass  book  safely  342 
VL  Matters  of  evidence  342 

Bnrarlary. 

Necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law  on 
circumstantial  evidence  on  prosecu- 
tion  for  197,  207 

Cloud  on  title. 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  of  suit  to  remove 
cloud  on  title  to  land  in  other  state 


or  country 


682 


Contracfa. 

Recovering  for  tervices  and  expenses 
under  a  running  contract  with  cor- 
poration ended  by  its  insolvency  and 
dissolution  124 

Corporations. 

Recovering    for    services    and    expenses 
under  a  running  contract  with  a  cor- 
poration ended  by  Its  insolvency  and 
dissolution : — 
.  I.  Scope  of  note  124 

II.  Breaches  of  contracts  in  general         125 

III.  The    measure    of    damages    In    such 

cases  126 

IV.  How  corporations  are  dissolved  128 
V.  When  dissolution  is  not  effected  129 

VI.  The  earlier  common-law  doctrine 
concerning  the  effect  of  dlssolu' 
tion  130 

VII.  Comment     and     criticism     concern- 
ing it  ^^^ 
^  "                                               1005 
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Corporations — continued. 
VIII.  The  trust-fund,  or  "American,"  doc- 
trine 134 
IX.  The  effects  of  corporate  dissolution 
according  to  modern  views 
n.  Civil  death  137 

b.  Upon  litigation  133 

c.  Upon  property  and  assets  139 

d.  Upon  debts  and  credits  141 

e.  Upon  contracts  In  general  142 

f.  Upon  employment  contract! 

1.  With  officers                 «  144 

2.  With    superintendents  145 

3.  With  agents  146 

4.  With  ordinary  employees  150 
X.  Remedies 

a.  Abstract  151 

b.  Concrete  152 
XI.  Construction  and  effect  of  statutes  153 

XII.  Conclusion  I55 

DralHtt  AAd  d|tclae«. 

Maintenance  of  drainage  ditches  805 


Kqultable    relief    against    forfeiture    of 
estate : — 

I.  General  rules  833 

II.  Conditions  precedent  836 

III.  Forfeiture    will    be    relieved    when 

compensation  can  be  made 

a.  In  general  839 

b.  Forfeiture    to    secure    payment 

of  money 

1.  General  rule  839 

2.  Grant  or  devise  on  condi- 

tion of  support  841 

8.  Grant  or  devise  on  condi- 
tion of  payment  of  mon- 
«y  842 

4.  Nonpayment  of  rent  844 

5.  Nonrenewal   of  lease  846 

6.  Nonpayment  of  taxes  848 

7.  Failure   to   remove  encum- 

brance 840 

IV.  Fraud,   accident,   mistake  849 
V.  Effect  of  conduct  of  obligee  851 

VI.  Collateral  covenants 

a.  In  general  853 

b.  Failure  to  improve  or  repair        854 

c.  Failure  to  Insure  856 

d.  Other  covenants  858 

e.  Copyholds  858 

f.  Mining  leases  jj58 
Vir.  Conditions  against  marriage               858 

VIII.  After  for/elture  declared  865 

IX.  Statutory  forfeiture  866 

X.  Statutory  Jurisdiction  goG 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suits  affect- 
ing real  property  in  another  state  or 
county : — 
I.  In    general    Jurisdiction    limited    to 

suits  in  personam  073 

II.  Conditions  of  Jurisdiction 

a.  Necenslty    of    proper    case    for 

equitable  intervention  675 

b.  Ability  to  grant  effective  relief 

by  a  decree  in  pcrnonam  the 
criterion  of  Jurisdiction  676 

c.  Nonrenidence    of    defendant    as 

^A  T     T*     .    affecting  jurisdiction  077 

Wt  L..  It.  A. 


Equity,  II. — continued. 

d.  Discretion  as  to  exercising  ju- 
risdiction 679 
III.  Particular    subjects    of    Jurisdiction 

a.  Creation    and    enforcement    of 

trusts;    substitution  of  tras- 
tees  678 

b.  Suit  for  specific  performance       681 

c.  Suit  to  remove  cloud  on  title; 

to  cancel  void  mortgage  682 

d.  Foreclosure     of     mortgage     or 

other  Hen  $82 

e.  Suit  to  redeem  68I> 

f .  Suit  to  reform  deed ;  or  to  have 

deed  declared  a  mortgage  685 

g.  Relief  from  fraud 

1.  As     between     parties     or 

privies  68^ 

2.  As  between  one  party  and 

creditors  of  the  other       688 
h.  Injunction  689' 

1.   Accounting   and    Incidental    re- 
lief by  requisition  of  convey- 
ance 691 
j.    Partition                                           692- 
k.  Appointment  of  receiver               693 
1.    Miscellaneous                                    693> 
IV.  Form  of  relief;   effect  and  enforce- 
ment of  decree                                     694 
V.  Summary                                                  696' 
Kvldemce. 

Circumstantial ;  necessity  of  instruction 
as  to  193. 

Flxtvrea. 

Are  things  placed  on  land  with  the  In- 
tention of  annexing  them  fixtures, 
where  they  are  never  actually  at- 
tached : — 

I.  Introduction  892^ 
II.  Actual  annexation                                     893. 

III.  Constructive   annexation  895- 

IV.  Mere  intention  to  annex 

a.  Machinery  or  parts  thereof  894 

b.  Materials    for    use,    repair,    or 

reconstruction   of   railroads     897 

c.  Building  materials  898 

d.  Fencing  materials'  901 

e.  Fertilizers  902^ 

V.  Conclusion  9^2 

Homentead, 

Effect  of  conveyance  by  husband  to 
wife  37^ 

Homicide. 

Necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence  on  prosecution 
'°*'  193,  205 

Haaband  and  'vvlfe. 

Effect    of    conveyance    by    husband    to 
wife  :— 
I.  At  common  law 

a.  Transfers  of  real   estate  zii% 

b.  Gifts   of   personalty  355. 

II.  In   equity 

n.  Conveyances    upheld  357 

b.  Conditions  upon   which  convey- 

ances  are  upheld  359 

c.  Necessity  of  trustee  302: 
d.  Effect    of    conveyance                     362- 
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Husband   and   wife— continued. 
III.  Effect  of  statutes 

a.  In  general  3®3 

b.  Exception  of  conveyances  from 


husband 

c.  Exemption       from      husband's 

debts 

d.  Permitting   revocation 

IV.  Conveyance  by  third  person  at  in- 
stance of  husband 
V.  Consideration 

VI.  Does  conveyance  create  separate  es- 
tate 
VII.  Remaining  Interest  of  husband 

a.  In  general 

b.  Curtesy 

VIII.  Rights  against  husband's  heirs 
IX.  Homestead  and  community 

X.  EfTect  of  divorce 
XI.  Form     and    provisions    of    convey- 
ance 


E fleet    of    divorce 
will 


to    revoke    gift    by 


364 

866 
367 

367 
368 

370 

374 
375 
377 
378 
379 
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940 


Injunction. 

Affecting  real   property   in   other  state; 
Jurisdiction  of  equity  to  issue  689 

Innkeepers. 

LrlablUty  for    Injury    to    guest   by    serv- 
ant 642 
JndlclAl  salea. 

Relief  of  purchaser  upon   annulling  Ju- 
dicial or  execution  sale  : — 

I.  Release  from  bid  33 
II.  Release  from  bid  and  return  of  de- 
posit                                                         36 

III.  Relief    by    relmburHcment    or    subro- 
gation 

a.  Generally  39 

b.  Reimbursement  39 

c.  Subrogation 

1.  Generally  42 

2.  Out  of  proceeds  of  resale       44 

d.  I'robate.  guardians*  and  admin- 

istrators* sales 

1.  Guardians*  sales  45 

2.  Administrators'    sales  47 

e.  Statutory   relief  31 

f.  I'roceedlngs      against      nonresi- 

dents 52 

g.  Fraudulent  sales  53 
IV.  Relief  by  i|ctlon   against   the   debtor     55 

V.  Relief  by  action  against  the  creditor     56 

VI.  Relief  by   action   against   the   sheriff     58 

VI I.  Summary  58 

l^nrceny. 

Xecesslty   of   Instruction   as   to   law   on 
circumstantial    evidence    on    prosecu- 
tion for  105.  206 
Mortffaare. 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  of  suit  to  fore- 
close mortgage  in  other  state  or 
country  682 

Neorllffence. 

Care  due   to  sick,  infirm,   disabled,   and 
otherwise      helpless      persons,      with 
whom    no    contract    relation    is    sus- 
tained : — 
I.  Scope  of  note  513  | 

II.  No  duty  between  strangers  613 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Negl  igence— con  tinned . 
III.  Principles     which     determine     duty 
in  certain  relations 

a.  Duty    of    special    care    due    to 

persons    under    disability    In 
general  ^1* 

b.  Limitation  upon  this  duty  where 

disabled  party   is  trespasser     514 

c.  Duty    limited   by    negligence   of 

person  under  disability  615 

d.  Another's    negligence     not    ex- 

cuse   for    wilful    or    wanton 
injury  ^IQ 

e.  Summary  51*^ 
IV.  Duty  to  avoid  Injury 

a.  To  the  sick  and  Infirm  51S 

b.  To  persons  of  defective  sight  or 

hearing  521 

c.  To   persons     in    helpless    sltua-, 

tlons 

1.  Sleeping  on   railway  track  52i 

2.  Foot      caught    in    railway 

track  525 

3.  Walking   on   railway    tres- 
tle 526 

4.  Falling   on    railway    track  527 

5.  Driving     frightened    horse  528. 

6.  Instances    of    other    help- 
less situations  532 

V.  Duty  of  persons  Inflicting  injury  to 
care  for  those  Injured 

a.  Obligation   to   prevent   aggrava- 
tion of  Injury  533 

b.  What   Is   sufficient   performance 
of   obligation  536 

VI.  Knowledge   of   disability 

a.  Actual       knowledge      generally 
necessary  to  creation  of  duty     536 

b.  When    mere   belief    sufficient    to 
ImpoHe    duty  538 

c.  Negligent    Ignorance    equivalent 
to  knowledge  539 

VII.  Duty  to   discover  another's  peril  or 
disability 

a..  At  places  where  people  are  like- 
ly  to  be  present  539 

b.  Whether     duty     exists     as     to 
trespassers  543 

c.  What  Is  sufficient  notice  of  peril 
or  disability  54&. 

VIII.  rresumptlons    In    absence    of    actual 
knowledge  of  disability 

a.  Right    to     presume     person    in 
peril  will  help  lilmselt  550- 

b.  Limitations     upon     exercise     of 
such  presumption 

1.  Warning  of  danger  gener- 
ally necessary  us  basis 
for    presumption  552. 

2.  Presumption  may  be  re- 
pelled   by    circumstances  552 

3.  **Lust  moment"  to  which 
presumption  may  be  In- 
dulged 554 

Right  to  recover  Tor  ordinary  negli- 
gence under  allegation  of  gross,  wil- 
ful, or  wanton  negligence,  or  vice 
versa  601 

Partition. 

Of  land  In  other  state  or  country;  Ju- 


risdiction of  equity  to  decree 
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Piirtneralilp. 

Discharge  of  partnerslilp  liability  in  in- 
dlYldual  bankruptcy  proceedings  771 

Pleadlnar. 

Right  to  recover  for  ordinary  negligence 
under  allegation   of  gross,   wilful,   or 
wanton    negligence    or    vice   versa;— 
I.  Introduction  601 

II.  Allegation    of   wilful   or    gross   negli- 
gence 602 
III.  Allegation  of  reckless  or  wanton  neg- 
ligence, or  both  608 
IV.  Recovery    on    allegation    of    ordinary 
negligence,   on   proof  of  wilful   or 
gross  negligence  608 
V.  Under  statute  or  ordinance                    612 
VI.  Conclusion  014 

Riillrosids. 

Duty  to  avoid  injury  to  persons  In  help- 
less position  on  tiiack  523 

Rape. 

Necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law  on 
circumstantial  evidence  on  prosecu- 
tion for  204 

RellfTloiia  sovletlea. 

Liability      of     member     of,      for     Ita 

debts : — 
I.  Scope  255 

II.  Early  rule  in  Massachusetts,  Connec- 
ticut,  and  Maine  255 
III.  Incorporated  societies                                256 
IV.  Unincorporated   societies                          257 
y.  R69um4  258 

RepleviA. 

Duty  to  preserve  and  return  property 
seized  under  writ  of : — 

I.  Loss  or  destruction  of  the  property 

a.  In  general  283 

b.  Bmancipatlon  of  slaves  286 
XI.  Depreciation  of  the  property                     286 

Right  to  maintain,  by  or  against  one 
in  adverse  possession  of  land  for 
things  severed : — 

L  The  general  rule 

a.  In   general  732 

b.  Reason   of   the   rule  732 

II.  Nature   of   the   adverse   possession 

a.  In  general  734 

b.  IncIdenUil  trial  of  title  735 
III.  Replevin  of  fructus  industriales  737 

Robbery. 

Necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law  on 
circumstantial  evidence  on  prosecu- 
tion  for  203 

Upecllle  performance. 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  to  decree  specific 
performance  of  contract  affecting  real 
estate  in  other  state  or  country  681 

^axes. 

Situs,    for   taxing   purposes,   of   tangible 
personal    property    of    domestic    cor- 
poration in  the  United  States: — 
1.  Scope  of  note  431 

II.  Essentials  of  Jurisdiction  432 

III.  Localization  of  corpora! ions  433 

«9  L.  R.  A. 


Taxes — continued. 
IV.  Principal  office  as  domtcO 

«.  In  general  433 

b.  Of  railroads  436 

V.  Effect  of  certificate  of  incorporation 

on  the  question  of  domlcil  437 

VI.  Legislative  power  to  fix  the  situs  of 

property  for  taxation  441 

VII.  Personal  property  physically  present 

In  the  taxing  jarisdictlon  442 

VIII.  Tangible  property  outside  the  state  443 
IX.  Particular  classes  of  property 

a.  Railroad  rolling  stock  44r» 

b.  Water  craft  447 
X.  Conclusion  450 

Trial. 

Necessity  of  Instruction  as  to  law  on  cir- 
cumstantial evidence: — 
I.  Introductory  193 

II.  When   evidence   is   entirely   ctrcom- 
stantial 

a.  In  general  IftS 

1.  Homicide  193 

2.  larceny  19C> 

3.  Burglary  19T 

4.  Other  crimes  19S 

b.  Possession   of   stolen   property  VM 

III.  When   the  evidence  of  guilt  of   ac- 

cused is  direct 

a.  By  positive  testimony  200 

1.  Homicide  2»)1 

2.  larceny  2^ 

3.  Robbery  20^ 

4.  Rape  204 

5.  Other  crimes  204 

b.  By  proof  of  the  confession  of 

accused  20.^ 

1.  Homicide  205 

2.  larceny  2(m; 

3.  Burglary  207 

4.  Other  crimes  20h 

c.  Plea  of  insanity  20S 

IV.  Where   evidence  is  both  direct  and 

circumstantial  209 

V.  Where  instruction,  or  request  to 
charge,  simply  states  abstract 
proposition  210 

VI.  Testimony  of  accomplice  211 

VII.  Necessity  of  request  for  instruction ; 

or  exception  211 

VIII.  Refusal  of  request,  the  substance  of 

which  is  elsewhere  charged  213 

IX.  Accused  in  juxtaposition  to  main  or 

Inculpatory  fact  213 

X.  As  to  question  of  Intent  215 

XI.  Miscellaneous  cases  216 

li^'atera. 

Maintenance  of  drainage  ditches  8<'»5 

i;viii«. 

Effect    of    divorce    to    revoke    gift    by 

will  :— 
I.  Introductory  940 

II.  When   status  mentioned   In   will  con- 
trols 

a.  In  general  940 

b.  When    legatee    is    mentioned    by 

name  941 

III.  Effect   of   lapse   of   time   between   di- 

vorce and  testator's  death  f^2 

IV.  Effect  of  property  settlement  94S 
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ABAHDONMENT. 

Of  Condemnation  Proceedings,  see 
Eminent  Domain,  10,  11. 

ABUTTIH O  OWNER. 

Punitive  Damages  to,  for  Cutting 
Trees  in  Highway,  see  Damages, 
14. 

Liability  to,  for  Removing  Trees  in 
Highway,  see  Highways,  2. 

ACCORD  ANB  SATISFACTION. 

The  payment  of  less  than  is  due  will  dis- 
charge the  debt  when  an  agreement  to  that 
effect  is  fully  executed,  and  the  discharge 
is  evidenced  by  a  written  receipt  for  the 
lesser  sum  in  full  satisfaction  of  the  greater 
one.    Dreyfus  v.  Roberts   (Ark.)  823 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Accord  and  satisfaction;  payment  of 
less  than  is  due  as;  effect  of  giving  receipt 
in  full.  823 

ACCOUNT. 

Of  Partnership  Affairs,  see  Partner- 
ship, 3-5. 

ACTION  OR  SUIT. 

Place  of  Trial  for  Crime  Committed  in 
Two  Counties,  see  Courts,  1,  2. 

Stay  of  Suit  Commenced  after  Other 
Action  B^gun  in  Different  Court, 
see  Courts,  9. 

In  Whose  Name  Action  to  Enforce  Or- 
der for  Support  in  Insane  Asylum 
Brought,  see  Incompetent  Per- 
sons, 1,  2. 

Stay  of  Action  on  Purchase-Money 
Note,  see  Injunction,  5. 

Right  to  Maintain  Replevin,  see  Re- 
plevin, 3-6. 

Availability  of  Defense  that  Statute  is 
Invalid  as  to  Other  Corporations, 
see  Statutes.  1. 

1.  A  subcontractor  may  pursue  siraul- 
«D  L.  R.  A. 


taneously  a  proceeding  to  entovce  his  me- 
chanic's lien  against  the  property  and  an 
action  against  the  contractor  for  the 
amount  due  him,  in  which  he  attaches 
funds  due  the  contractor  from  the  property 
owner.    Hunt  v.  Darling  (R.  I.)  497 

2.  A  note  for  principal,  and  one  for  in- 
terest, signed  by  the  same  maker  and  se- 
cured by  the  same  mortgage,  may  be  en- 
forced in  one  action.  Kleis  v.  McGrath 
(Iowa)  260 

Dismissal. 

Of  Suit  Commenced  after  Suit  Begun 
in  Different  Court,  see  Courts,  9. 

3.  After  a  valid  plea  of  set-off  has  been 
filed,  the  plaintiff  is  not  entitled  to  dismiss 
his  action,  so  as  to  interfere  with  the 
rights  of  the  defendant,  except  upon  suf- 
ficient cause  shown.  Wilson  y.  Exchange 
Bank  (Ga.)  97 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Action  or  suit;  election  of  remedy.      497 

ACT  OF  GOB. 

Carrier's  Liability  for  Loss  Due  to,  see 
Carriers,  9 ;  Proximate  Cause,  1. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Act  of  Ood;  what  constitutes.  509 


ADMIRAI^TT. 

Apportionment    of    Damages    in,     see 

Damages,  8. 
Application  of  Doctrine  of  Last  Clear 

Chance    in    Admiralty    Case,    see 

Negligence,   10. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Admiralty;  action  in,  for  personal  inju- 
ries; considered  as  one  of  collision  between 
two  vessels;  division  of  damages  in  case 
of  mutual  fault;  same  rule  of  damage  ap- 
plied in  action  for  personal  injuries  as  in 
case  of  collision;  common-law  rule  of  con- 
tributory neglige WJe  not  recognized  in  ad- 
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miralty;  duty  of  managers  of  dredge  to 
on  board. 


Adultery— Appeal  and  £nBOB. 


on  board. 


one 
294 


ABUI^TERT. 

Condonation  of,  as  Justification  for 
Filing  Bill  to  Review  Divorce  De- 
cree, see  Review,  3. 

ADVERSE  POSSESSION. 

Right  of  Adverse  Possessor  to  Main- 
tain Replevin  for  Timber  Severed, 
see  Replevin,  1,  2. 

Actual  possession  by  inclosure  of  a  por- 
tion of  land  claimed  under  a  paper  title 
draws  to  it  constructive  possession  of  all 
land  within  the  boundaries  called  for  by 
the  title  papers.    Wheeler  v.  Clark  (Tenn.) 

732 
Notes  and  Briefs. 

See  alflo  Replevin. 

Adverse  possession;  right  of  one  holding 
property  by,  to  maintain  replevin  for  'things 
severed.  733 

ABVERTISEMEKT. 

Forbidding  Use. of  Land  for  Park  for, 

as    Taking    for    Public    Use,    see 

Eminent  Domain,  6. 
Publishing  Picture  without  Consent  as 

Part  of,  see  Freedom  of  Speech. 
Publication    of    One's    Picture    in,    as 

Libel,  see  Libel  and  Slander,  2. 
Publication  of  Picture  as  Part  of,  as 

Violation  of  Right  of  Privacy,  see 

Privacy,  3. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Advertising;  forbidding  use  of  land  near 
park  for.  817 

AFFIDAVIT. 

Effect  of  Failure  to  Indorse  "Filed," 
see  Appeal  and  Error,  11. 

AGENT. 

Of  Insurance  Company,  see  Insur- 
ance, 1-3. 

AUMomr. 

Sufficiency  of  Service  to  Warrant  Per- 
sonal Judgment  for,  against  De- 
fendant, see  Writ  and  Process. 

AMENDMENT. 

Of  Pleading;  Error  in  Refusing  to  Per- 
mit, see  Appeal  and  Error,  10. 

Of  Affidavit,  see  Appeal  and  Error, 
11. 

Of  Statute;  Sufficiency  of  Caption,  see 
Statutes.  0. 

APPEAI*  AND  ERROR. 

Record  in  appellate  court;  generally. 

1.  Failure  to  set  out  instructions  to 
69  L.  R.  A. 


which  objection  is  made,  as  required  by 
rule  of  court,  will  waive  the  obejetion. 
Garrigue  v.  Keller    (Ind.)  870 

2.  That  there  is  evidence  in  the  record 
that  a  tenant  permitted  the  premises  to  be 
sold  for  taxes  in  violation  of  his  covenant 
through  mistake  does  not  require  a  rever- 
sal of  a  judgment  dismissing  his  bill  for 
equitable  relief  from  a  forfeiture  claimed 
on  the  ground,  where  there  is  no  statement 
of  facts  found;  or  of  rulings  made;  since  it 
cannot  be  held  to  have  been  error  to  refu««e 
to  give  credence  to  such  evidence.  Gordon 
v.  Richardson   (Mass.)  867 

3.  Sundays  cannot  be  excluded  in  com- 
puting the  time  for  signing  of  bills  of  ex- 
ception under  Code  Pub.  Loc.  Laws,  art.  4, 
§  170,  allowing  it  to  be  done  **at  any  time 
within  thirty  days"  after  verdict  or  finding 
of  fact.  American  Tobacco  Co.  v.  Strick 
ling  (Md.)  5W9 
Aaiisnmenta  of  error. 

4.  An  assignment  that  the  court  erre*l 
"in  charging  the  jury  as  certified  to  in  the 
printed  record,"  without  pointing  out  the 
error  complained  of,  raises  no  question 
which  the  appellate  court  is  bound  to  re- 
view. Chase  v.  Waterbury  Sav.  Bank 
(Conn.)  321^ 

5.  On  appeal  from  an  order  overruling  a 
motion  for  new  trial,  appellant  is  entitled 
to  have  the  assig^nment  and  specification  of 
errors  contained  in  his  statement  used  on 
the  hearing  of  such  motion  examined  and 
considered  by  the  appellate  court,  althongn 
such  order  was  not  assigned  as  error  on  ap- 
peal, since  Id.  Rev.  Stat.  1887,  §  4427.  al- 
lows an  aggrieved  party  an  exception,  as  a 
matter  of  law,  to  an  order  denyini^  hi< 
motion  for  a  new  trial.  Whitnev  v.  Dewev 
(Id.)  *  .572 

6.  Where  a  motion  for  a  new  trial  ha^ 
been  made,  and  the  statement  used  on  »urh 
motion  contains  an  assignment  and  specifi- 
cation of  errors,  and  an  appeal  is  taken 
from  the  order  denying  the  motion,  and  th4» 
original  brief  of  appellant  contains  no 
enumeration  of  errors  relied  on.  but  refer> 
to  the  transcript  and  discusses  such  errors. 
and  prior  to  the  argument  in  the  appellate 
court  a  supplemental  brief  is  filed  by  appel- 
lant, making  a  specific  enumeration  of  such 
errors,  the  same  will  be  regarded  as  a  ssub- 
stantial  compliance  with  the  rules  of  court 
requiring  an  assignment  of  errors:  and  the 
case  will  be  examined  on  the  merits.  Id. 
Necessity  of  exceptions. 

7.  In  the  absence  of  exception  to  the  con- 
duct of  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  readinir 
the  verdict  of  a  coroners  j'ury  in  propound- 
ing a  question  to  a  witness,  the  supnMnr 
court  will  not  set  aside  a  verdict  of  fz^iiU^ 
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in  a  murder  ease  merely  because  the  coro- 
ner's verdict  stated  that  the  homicide  for 
which  aocused  was  on  trial  was  unjustified. 
State  V.  Coleman  (Mo.)  381 

Qnestions  reviewable. 

8.  The  exercise  by  the  trial  court  of  its 
discretion  as  to  the  setting  aside  of  a  ver- 
dict as  being  contrary  to  the  clear  weight 
of  the  evidence  will  not  ordinarily  be  re- 
viewed on  appeal.  Hancock  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  Co.  (N.  C.)  403 

0.  The  question  of  the  invalidity  of  an 
information  may  be  raised  for  the  first 
time  in  the  appellate  court.  State  v.  Cole- 
man  (Mo.)  381 

10.  Refusal  to  grant  leave  to  amend  the 
complaint  so  as  to  set  up  a  new  issue,  after 
the  introduction  of  the  evidence,  is  not  re- 
viewable on  appeal.  Allen  v.  North  Des 
Moines  M.  E.  Church   (Iowa)  255 

11.  Failure  of  the  clerk  to  indorse  the 
word  "Filed"  upon  an  affidavit  is  a  mere 
irregularity  which  may  be  amended  at  any 
time  before  or  during  trial,  and  objection 
to  it  cannot  be  made  for  the  first  time  on 
nppeal.  State  v.  Coleman  (Mo.)  381 
ReTlei^  of  f  Aote. 

12.  On  an  appeal  to  the  Louisiana  su- 
preme court  solely  under  the  grant  of  juris- 
diction to  that  court  over  suits  involving 
the  constitutionality  or  legality  of  a  fine  or 
penalty  imposed  by  a  municipal  corporation, 
the  question  whether  the  facts  were  suf- 
ficient to  justify  the  conviction  of  the  ap- 
pellant cannot  be  considered.  Crowley  v. 
Ellsworth   (La.)  276 

13.  A  verdict  in  favor  of  plaintiff  in  an 
action  to  recover  for  injury  to  a  railroad 
brakeman  while  coupling  cars  through  the 
alleged  negligence  of  the  engineer  in  fail- 
ing to  stop  his  engine  as  soon  as  the  cars 
came  together,  and  hold  it  stationary  until 
Kignaled  to  move  it  again,  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed where  the  evidence  is  confiicting,  but 
plaintiff's  evidence  that  the  engine  was  not 
stopped  is  corroborated  by  undisputed  evi- 
dence tending  to  show  that  fact.  Schus  v. 
Powers-Simpson  Co.  (Minn.)  887 

14.  A  finding  that  there  is  no  such  dis- 
parity or  difference  between  signatures  on 
drafts  presented  to  a  savings  bank  and 
that  of  the  depositor  on  file  as  to  create  a 
doubt  or  misgiving  concerning  the  genuine- 
ness of  the  signatures  in  the  mind  of  a 
competent  and  reasonably  careful  bank  of- 
ficer when  presented  by  a  person  unknown 
to  him,  and  that,  therefore,  the  bank  is 
not  guilty  of  negligence  in  failing  to  make 
a  comparison,  is  a  conclusion  of  law  review- 
able by  the  appellate  court,  and  not  a  find- 
ing of  fact.  Kelley  v.  Buffalo  Sav.  Bank 
<X.  Y.)  317 
69  U  R.  A. 


C^onitds  for  reTenal  generally. 

15.  A  judgment  will  not  be  reversed  be- 
cause the  sufficiency  of  an  answer  was 
tested  by  what  was  called  a  motion  to 
strike,  instead  of  by  demurrer,  although  the 
practice  is  improper,  where  the  motion  has 
been  treated  by  the  parties  as  in  effect  a 
demurrer.  Wisconsin  Lumber  Co.  ▼. 
Greene  &  W.  Teleph.  Co.  (Iowa)  968 

16.  The  admission  of  evidence  of  a  con- 
versation between  the  maker  and  payee  of  a 
note  as  to  the  law  by  which  it  shall  be  gov- 
erned, which  took  place  in  the  absence  of 
the  surety,  is  not  reversible  error  upon  com- 
plaint of  the  surety,  where  the  conversa- 
tion merely  corroborated  the  effect  of  the 
contract  itself,  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence to  the  contrary.  Garrigue  ▼.  Keller 
(Ind.)  870 

17.  The  excusing  of  a  competent  juror  on 
motion  of  the  court  itself  is  not  ground  of 
error,  if  a  fair  and  impartial  jury  was  ob- 
tained. Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St.  L*  R.  Co.  v. 
Montgomery    (Ind.)  875 

18.  A  verdict  for  damages  will  not  be  dis- 
turbed on  writ  of  error  on  the  ground 
that  they  were  excessive,  when  the  trial 
court  did  not  disturb  it.  Peirce  v.  Van 
Dusen  (C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  705 

19.  Failure  to  credit  overdue  premium 
notes  on  a  life  insurance  policy  in  entering 
judgment  thereon,  as  provided  in  the  con- 
tract, is  cause  for  reversal.  Union  C.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Spinks  (Ky.)  264 
Remarks  or  oondnet  of  oourt  or  ooun- 

Ml. 

See  also  supra,  2,  7. 

20.  The  jury  in  a  murder  case  cannot  in- 
fer that  a  verdict  was  rendered  by  a  coro- 
ner's jury,  merely  because  the  prosecuting 
attorney  asked  a  witness  whether  or 'not  he, 
as  a  member  of  such  jury,  did  not  render 
such  verdict,  which  question  the  witness 
was  not  permitted  to  answer,  so  as  to  make 
the  conduct  of  the  prosecuting  attorney 
ground  for  reversal.  State  v.  Coleman 
(Mo.)  381 

21.  A  remark  by  the  trial  judge  to  coun- 
sel in  the  presence  of  the  jurj'  in  a  criminal 
case,  indicating  that  in  his  opinion  the 
case  is  not  one  depending  on  circumstantial 
evidence,  and  that  he  gives  instructions  on 
that  subject  only  in  deference  to  the  opin- 
ion of  the  higher  court,  is  reversible  error. 
Beason  v.  State  (Tex.  Crim.  App.)  103 

22.  It  is  reversible  error  for  the  trial 
judge  to  permit,  without  rebuke,  the  prose- 
cuting attorney  to  state  to  the  jury,  in  a 
prosecution  for  burglarj',  that,  if  they  do 
not  convict,  we  might  as  well  tear  down 
the  court  houses;  that,  if  defendant  is  not 
guilty,  there  are  too  many  'H)urts  for  the 
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case  to  go  through  to  pennit  his  conviction ; 
that  the  state  has  proved  that  defendant 
stole  the  property  by  his  plea  of  guilty, 
which  the  judge  would  not  have  entered  if 
it  was  not  true;  so  that  the  case  is  one  of 
direct,  and  not  circumstantial,  evidence,  al- 
though a  2x4  appellate  court  had  held  that 
it  was  the  latter.  Id. 

IngtmotioiiB. 

23.  Charging  the  jury  as  to  the  effect  of 
verbal  statements  of  accused,  when  there  is 
no  evidence  that  he  made  any,  is  not  rever- 
sible error,  where  the  facts  disclosed  by  the 
record  show  that  accused  was  not  preju- 
diced thereby.     State  v.  Coleman   (Mo.) 

881 

24.  An  instruction  in  an  action  for  false 
imprisonment  permitting  the  damages  to 
be  fixed  by  what  the  average  man  would 
suffer  under  the  circumstances  is  not  re- 
versible error,  where  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  plaintiff  suffered  less  than  would 
the  average  man,  although  the  measure  of 
damages  should  actually  have  been  what 
plaintiff  suffered.  Mumford  v.  Starmont 
(Mich.)  350 

25.  A  manifest  clerical  mistidce  in  copy- 
ing an  instruction  is  not  prejudicial  error. 
Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  k  St.  L.  R.  Co.  t.  Mont- 
gomery  (Ind.)  875 

26.  Failure  to  give  an  instruction  which 
is  not  requested  upon  a  matter  to  which  the 
attention  of  the  court  is  not  called  is  not 
reversible  error.     State  v,   Coleman    (Mo.) 

381 
ModifloAtioit  of  Judinnteitt  by  appellate 
oourt. 

27.  The  appellate  court  may  correct  a 
judgment  which  erroneously  imposes  im- 
prisonment in  addition  to  a  fine  for  a  stat- 
utory misdemeanor,  by  striking  out  the  er- 
roneous portion  and  afiirming  the  judgment 
as  modified.    Pressly  v.  State  (Tenn.)     291 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Appeal;  reversal  for  improper  remarks 
of  prosecuting  attorney.  194 

Failure  to  file  assignments  of  error;  suf- 
ficiency of  general  assignments.  574 

APPROPRIATIONS. 

Appropriations  to  aid  counties  in  the 
construction  of  public  roads  are  not  forbid- 
den by  a  constitutional  provision  that  the 
general  assembly  shall  not  have  power  to 
involve  the  stft-tc  in  the  construction  of 
works  of  internal  improvement,  nor  to 
grant  any  aid  thereto,  which  shall  involve 
the  faith  or  credit  of  the  state,  nor  make 
nnv  appropriation  therefor.  Bonsai  v.  Yel- 
lott   (Md.)  914 

69  L.  R,  A. 


ARBITRATION. 

Of  Insurance  Loss,  see  Ihsusaxqk,  7. 

ARREST. 

Evidence  of  Humiliation  by,  see  Evi- 
dence, 21. 

Right  of  Officer  to  KiU  while  Making, 
see  Homicide. 

See  also  False  iMPBisomuzTT. 

ASSESSMENT. 

For  Drainage  Ditch,  see  Deaihs  ahd 
Sewebs. 

ASSIGNMENT. 

The  assignee  of  a  chose  in  action  takes 
it  subject  to  all  the  defenses  which  could 
have  been  set  up  against  it  in  the  handsi 
of  the  assignor  at  the  time  of  the  asst^- 
ment  Williams  v.  Neely  (C.  C.  App.  8th 
C.)  232 

ASSIGNMENT  OF  ERROR. 

See  Appeal  and  Esbob,  4-6. 

ASSUMPTION  OF  RISK. 

By  Servant,  see  Masteb  ahb  8kk?ant, 
10-13. 

ATTACHMENT. 

By  Subcontractor,  see  AcnnoN  OB  Sun, 

1. 
Power  to  Set  aside  Levy  of,  on  Exempt 

Property,  see  Levy  an»  Skuvbe, 

3. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Attachment;  exemptions  from;  exemp- 
tion of  debt;  effect  of  parting  with  exempt 
property  and  acquiring,  in  lieu  thereof. 
property  not  exempt;  statutory  exemption 
of  money  accruing  from  life  insurance: 
meaning  of  word  "accruing;"  exemption 
from  liability  for  claims  against  bene- 
ficiary; right  of  legislature  to  increa<*«» 
amount  of  property  which  debtor  may 
claim  as  exempt;  liberal  conatmction  of 
exemption  statute.  67 

Of  growing  crops.  827 

ATTAINDER. 

A  resolution  expelling  a  member  from 
the  legislature  is  not  a  bill  of  attainder  for- 
bidden by  the  Constitution.  French  v.  Sen- 
ate (Cal.)  5o« 

ATTEMPT. 

To   Accept    or    Receive     Bribe,     se* 
Bbibekt. 

ATTORNEY  GENERAI.. 

Judicial  Notice  of  Order  on,  to  Prose- 
cute Criminal  Proceedings,  »«« 
Evidence,  2. 

Signing  of  Indictment  by,  see   Ixnun-- 

KENT  AND  INFORMATION. 
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ATTORlfETS. 

1.  The  pardoning  of  a  lawyer  who  has 
been  convicted  of  embezzling  funds  from 
his  client  does  not  efface  the  moral  turpi- 
tude nnd  want  of  professional  honesty  in- 
volved in  the  crime,  nor  obliterate  the  stain 
upon  his  moral  character.  People  ex  rel. 
Deneen  v.  Gilmore  (111.)  701 

2.  A  license  to  practise  law  will  be  re- 
voked which  is  secured  by  a  fraudulent 
concealment  of  the  fact  that  the  plaintiff 
has  recently  been  convicted  of  embezzling 
funds  from  a  client  in  another  state,^-es- 
pecially  if,  since  its  issuance,  the  plaintiff 
has  been  guilty  of  professional  misconduct 
evincing  such  lack  of  personal  integrity  and 
professional  honor  as  to  establish  that  he  is 
unworthy  to  be  allowed  to  hold  it.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Attorneys;  disbarment  of,  for  conviction 
of  felony;  in  case  of  pardon  of  felony; 
where  misconduct  does  not  relate  to  pro- 
fessional engagement.  701 

ATTORlfETS'  FEES. 

Sufficiency  of  Service  to  Authorize  Per- 
sonal Judgment  for,  against  De- 
fendant in  Divorce  Suit,  see  Writ 
AND  Process. 

AUTOMOBIIiES. 

Judicial  Notice  as  to  Speed  of,  see 
Evidence,  1. 

1.  Requiring  an  automobile  to  carry  a 
number  does  not  violate  the  constitutional 
provision  against  unreasonable  searches,  or 
compel  the  owner  to  testify  against  himself, 
or  deprive  him  of  property  without  due 
process  of  law.  People  ▼.  Schneider 
(Mich.)  345 

2.  Power  to  require  the  registering  and 
numbering  of  automobiles  is  conferred  upon 
the  city  council  by  charter  authority  to  con- 
trol, prescribe,  and  regulate  the  manner  in 
which  the  streets  shall  be  used  and  en- 
joyed. Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Automobiles;  ordinance  requiring  regis- 
tering and  numbering  of.  346 

BAGGAGE. 

Liability  for,  see  Carriers,  6,  7. 

BANKRUPTCY. 

1.  A  debt  is  properly  scheduled  in  bank- 
ruptcy proceedings,  so  as  to  give  notice  to 
the  creditor  or  his  assignor,  where  in  the 
schedule  the  name  of  the  original  creditor 
nnd  the  nature  and  the  amount  of  the  debt 
(W  L.  R.  A. 


are  corr^ly  stated.     Loomis  v.  Wallblom 
(Minn.)  '    771 

2.  A  trustee  in  bankruptcy  has  the  option 
to  assume  or  to  renounce  the  leases  and 
other  executory  contracts  of  the  bankrupt, 
as  he  may  deem  for  the  best  interest  of  the 
estate.  Watson  v.  Merrill  (C.  C.  Atpp.  8th 
C.)  71ft 
ProTAble  olaima. 

3.  Rents  which  a  bankrupt  had  agreed 
to  pay  at  times  subsequent  to  the  filing  of 
the  petition  in  bankruptcy  do  not  consti- 
tute a  provable  claim  under  the  bankruptcy 
law  of  1898,  because  they  are  not  a  "fixed 
liability  .  .  .  absolutely  owing  at  the 
time  of  the  filing  of  the  petition  against 
him,"  and  because  they  do  not  constitute 
an  existing  demand.  Id. 

4.  Damages  for  the  breach  of  a  contract 
of  the  bankrupt  to  pay  rents  at  times  sub- 
sequent to  the  filing  of  the  petition  in 
bankruptcy  are  not  a  fixed  liability, 
absolutely  owing,  which  may  be  proved  in 
bankruptcy  proceedings  under  the  law  of 
1898.  Id. 
Effect  of  »dindlo»tioB« 

6.  An  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  ab- 
solves the  bankrupt  from  no  agreement, 
terminates  no  contract,  and  discharges  no 
liability.  Id. 

6.  An  adjudication  of  bankruptcy  in  a 
case  in  which  there  was  no  tent  due  at  the 
time  of  the  filing  of  the  petition  in  bank- 
ruptcy does  not  constitute  a  breach  at  that 
time  of  the  covenants  of  the  bankrupt  in 
his  lease  to  pay  rents  accruing  thereafter. 

Id. 
DiaoliarBe  And  its  effect. 

7.  A  full  discharge  of  the  individual 
liability  of  one  partner  on  a  firm  debt  may 
be  had  in  bankruptcy  proceedings  concern- 
ing that  partner  only.  Loomis  y.  Wall- 
blom (Minn.)  771 

8.  A  discharge  of  individual  liability  on 
a  firm  debt  in  bankruptcy  proceedings  con- 
cerning one  partner  only  is  a  good  defense 
in  an  action  brought  against  both  partners 
to  renew  a  judgment  on  a  partnership  debt, 
the  process  in  which  action  was  served  only 
on  the  partner  who  had  been  duly  dis- 
charged in  bankruptcy  proceedings,  wl;ere 
it  appears  that,  many  years  before,  the 
parties  dissolved  the  firm,  and  the  firm,  to 
the  actual  knowledge  of  the  judgment 
creditor,  made  an  assignment  of  all  un- 
exempt  firm  and  individual  property  under 
a  state  insolvency  law,  and  that  the  claim 
was  properly  scheduled,  and  notice  tliereof 
duly  given ;  and  it  does  not  affiriniitively  ap- 
pear that  any  firm  assets  now  exist.  Id. 
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Barks. 


Notes  and  Briefs. 


Bankruptcy;  effect  of  institution  of  pro- 
ceedings to  dissolve  all  contracts  of  bank- 
rupt; right  to  prove  claim  for  unaccrued 
rent  in.  719 

Discharge  of  partnership  liability  in  in- 
dividual bankruptcy  proceedings: — (I.) 
»*<cope;  (11.)  provability  of  partnership 
debts  in  individual  proceedings:  (a)  in- 
troductory; (6)  in  general;  (c)  excep- 
tions: ( 1 )  absence  of  joint  assets  or  solvent 
partners:  (a)  in  general;  (6)  when  part- 
nership assets  have  been  assigned  to  bank- 
rupt; (2)  fraudulent  abstraction  of  part- 
nership funds  by  bankrupt;  (3)  right  of 
petitioning  joint  creditor  to  prove;  (III.) 
discharge  of  partnership  liability  in  in- 
dividual proceeding:  (a)  discharge  of  lia- 
bility by  reason  of  provability  of  claim: 
(1)  in  general;  (2)  the  English  doctrine; 
(6)  necessity  of  making  firm  or  copart- 
ners parties:  (1)  under  bankruptcy  law  of 
1867:  (a)  in  general;  (6)  in  absence  of 
joint  assets;  (2)  under  bankruptcy  law  of 
1808:  (a)  in  general;  {h)  in  absence  of 
joint  assets.  771 

EfTect  of  discharge  in  bankruptcy  of  in- 
dividual partner  on  partnership  liability; 
sufficiency  of  notice  of  proceedings  to  in- 
terested party;  right  of  trustee  of  individual 
bankrupt  to  administer  assets  of  firm  of 
which  he  is  a  member;  no  ncheduling  re- 
quired where  creditor  had  actual  notice; 
discharge  includes   all   claims.  772 

BAHKS. 

1.  A  depositor  in  a  savings  bank  is  bound 
by  the  reasonable  rules  of  the  bank,  to 
which  he  assents  by  an  agreement  in  writ- 
ing.    Langdale  v.  Citizens'  Bank   (Ga.) 

341 

2.  A  depositor  in  a  savings  bank,  by  ac- 
cepting and  using  a  deposit  book,  assents 
to  and  is  bound  by  the  rules  printed  there- 
in regulating  the  method  of  withdrawing 
money.  Chase  v.  VVnterbury  Sav.  Bank 
(Conn.)  329 
Bank**  liability  on  pAyment  to  vronc 

person. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  10. 
See  also  Appeal  and  Error,  14. 

3.  A  rule  of  a  bank  that  payment  made 
to  a  person  presenting  a  pass  book  shall  be 
good  and  valid  on  account  of  the  owner, 
imless  the  pass  book  has  been  lost  and  no- 
tice in  writing  given  to  the  bank  before 
such  payment  is  made,  is  reasonable  and 
binding  upon  depositors.  langdale  v.  Citi- 
zens' Bank   (Ga.)  341 

4.  I'nder  a  rule  of  a  bank  that  payment 
to  a  person  presenting  a  pass  book  shall 
69  L.  R.  A. 


be  good  on  account  of  the  owner,  unless  the 
book  has  been  lost  and  notice  in  writing 
given  to  the  bank,  where  a  pass  book  i?*  pre- 
sented by  a  person  other  than  the  depa'titor 
to  whom  it  belongs,  together  with  a  forged 
check  bearing  a  signature  similar  to  that 
of  the  depositor,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
arouse  the  suspicion  of  the  teller,  or  put 
him  upon  inquiry,  as  a  reasonably  prudent 
man,  as  to  the  genuineness  of  the  check, 
and  the  bank  in  good  faith  pays  the  check, 
believing  the  person  presenting  it  to  be  the 
depositor,  it  is  not  liable  in  a  suit  by  th« 
depositor  to  recover  the  money  so  paid,  not- 
withstanding another  rule  of  the  bank,  that 
depositors  must  always  present  their  pa»s 
books  when  depositing  or  withdrawing 
money,  and  that,  **if  not  present  personally, 
an  order  properly  signed  and  witne^seii 
must  accompany  the  presentation  of  the 
book  in  case  of  withdrawal."  Id. 

5.  Failure  of  the  officers  of  a  savings 
bank  to  make  a  physical  comparison  of  the 
signature  on  a  draft  presented  with  a  de- 
positor's bank  book  with  his  signature  on 
file  will  render  it  liable  for  paying  out 
money  on  a  forged  draft,  in  the  absence  of 
some  unusual  and  pertinent  excuse  whlcti 
will  justify  such  failure.  Kelley  v.  Buf- 
falo Sav.  Bank    (N.  Y.)  '  317 

6.  Ordinary  care,  under  the  circum- 
stances of  each  particular  case,  is  the  meas- 
ure of  the  duty  of  a  savings  bank  in  paying 
money  out  of  a  depositor's  account  after 
his  death,  upon  production  of  the  bank  book 
and  the  presentation  of  a  draft  purporting 
to  bear  his  signature,  when  the  bank  has  no 
actual  notice  of  the  depositor's  death,  and 
nothing  has  transpired  to  charge  it  with 
knowledge  of  that  fact.  Id. 

7.  A  regulation  printed  in  the  deposit 
books  of  a  savings  bank  relieving  the  bank 
from  liability  for  any  fraud  that  may  he 
practised  on  its  officers  in  withdrawing 
money  by  means  of  forged  certificates,  doe-« 
not  relieve  the  bank  from  its  duty  to  exer- 
cise ordinary  care  to  prevent  payment  to 
the  wrong  person.  Chase  v.  Waterbury 
Sav.  Bank  (Conn.)  32fl 
Effect  of  depoaitor'a  nesUC0>ioe. 

8.  A  depositor  in  a  savings  bank  is  not 
estopped  to  hold  the  bank  responsible  in 
case  it  negligently  pays  the  deposit  to  an 
unauthorize<l  person  by  the  fact  that  he 
also  is  negligent  in  the  care  which  he  take^ 
of  his  bank  book.  Id. 

9.  Negligence  of  a  depositor  in  a  savings 
bank  in  failing  to  keep  his  deposit  lx)ok 
where  it  will  not  fall  into  the  hands  of  per- 
sons who  will  fraudulently  withdraw  the 
deposit  does  not  relieve  the  bank  from  lia- 
bility in  case  it  is  guilty  of  negligence  ia 
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paying  out  n  deposit  to  one  not  authorized 
to  receive  it.  Id. 

XoTEs  AND  Briefs. 

Banks;    liability    of    savings    banks    for 
payments    to    fraudulent    claimants: — (I.) 
General   rule   requiring  reasonable  care  by 
the  bank;    (II.)   the  application  of  the  rule 
of  reasonable  care  as  affected  by  the  bank's 
by-laws;    (a)    in  general;    (6)    by-law  pro- 
viding for  payment  to  the  depositor's  repre- 
sentative after  his  death;    (III.)   the  bind- 
ing effect  of  the  by-laws  upon  the  deposit- 
or:   (a)   assent  by  the  depositor;    (6)   what 
is  a  reasonable  by-law;    (IV.)  limits  of  the 
application  of  the  rule  requiring  reasonable 
care:    (a)    in  general;    (6)"   payment  upon 
fraudulent  claim   of   identity  merely;    (o) 
payment    upon    impersonation    of    the    de- 
positor, combined  with  forgery;    {d)    pay- 
ment upon  forged  orders  alone;    (c)    pay- 
ment without  either  impersonation  or  for- 
gery;   if)    payment  after  the  death  of  the 
depositor;    (g)    the   obligation  to   compare 
the    signatures;     (V.)    contributory    negli- 
gence of  the  depositor:   (a)  in  general;   (6) 
failure  to  give  notice  to  the  bank;   (0)  fail- 
ure to  keep  pass  book  safely;    (VI.)   mat- 
ters of  evidence.  317 
Duty  to  take  notice  of  depositor's  death; 
payment  of  deposit  to  impostor;    right  to 
recover  back  money  paid  to  person  present- 
ing  pass   book   of   dead   depositor;    where 
bank  has  no  knowledge  of  death;  care  re- 
-quired  of  bank  in  paying  deposit.  321 
Payment  of    deposit   on   presentation   of 
pass  book;   liability  where  payment  made 
to     impostor;     regulation     relieving    bank 
from    liability    for    fraud    in    withdrawing 
money;  effect  of  negligence  of  depositor  in 
care  of  pass  book;  presumption  that  bank- 
ers know  signatures  of  depositors;  measure 
of  care  required  of  bank  in  paying  deposit; 
duty  to  keep  signatures  of  depositors  on  file 
for  comparison.  329 
Rule  that,  if  depositor  does  not  present 
l)ook  personally,  order  properly  signed  and 
witnessed  must  accompany  book;   liability 
for  payment  contrary  to  rule;    by-law   re- 
lieving bank  from  liability  for  wrong  pay- 
ment when  depositor  has  failed  to  give  no- 
tice  of   loss   of  pass   book;    what   vigilance 
required  of  bank  in  detecting  fraud;    rule 
that    payment    to    person    presenting    book 
shall  be  binding  on  depositor;  negligence  of 
bank     in    making    payment    question     for 
jury.                                 *  342 

BENirVOI.ENT  SOCIETIES. 

1.  An  election  to  treat  the  original 
<?ontract  as  still  in  force,  upon  notification 
of  reduction  in  the  amounts  of  certificates 
<J9  L.  R,  A. 


in  a  mutual  benefit  society,  adhered  to  for 
two  years  and  five  months,  is  not  subject  to 
change,  so  as  to  permit  a  certificate  holder 
to  treat  the  contraxit  as  rescinded,  and  su« 
for  assessments  paid.  Supreme  Council  A. 
L.  of  H.  V.  Lippincott  (C.  C.  App.  3d  C.) 

803 

2.  Breach  of  the  contract  of  a  mutual 
benefit  society  by  arbitrary  reduction  of 
the  amounts  of  outstanding  certificates  is 
not  a  continuing  one,  so  as  to  entitle  a  cer- 
tificate holder  to  elect  to  treat  the  contract 
as  rescinded  at  any  time  before  the  time 
set  for  performance.  Id. 

BETTING. 

Playing  Pool  as,  see  Gaming. 

BIBI.E. 

Reading  of,  in  School,  see  Schools,  3. 

BI0T0I.E8. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 


Bicycle  as  a  vehicle. 


346 


BILI*  BOARD. 

Placed  Near  Edge  of  Street;  Municipal 
Liability  for  Injury  by  Fall  of, 
see  Municipal   Cobpobations,   7. 

BIIX  OF  ATTAINBEB. 

See  Attainder. 

BILI.  OF  REVIEW. 

See  also  Review. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Bill  of  review;  limitation  of  time  for 
filing.  397 

BUXS  AND  NOTES. 

Enforcing  Note  for  Principal  and  for 
Interest  in  Same  Action,  see  Ac- 
tion OR  Suit,  2. 

Law  Governing  Married  Woman's  Lia- 
bility on,  see  Conflict  of  Laws, 
5,6. 

For  Purchase  Money,  Stay  of  Action 
•  on,  see  Injunction,  5. 

Right  of  Set-Off  in  Action  on,  see  Set- 
off and  CJounteeclaim. 

1.  The  execution  of  a  renewal  note  in 
consideration  of  the  surrender  of  one  upon 
which  the  signer  was  liable  as  surety  will 
bind  him  as  principal,  as  between  himself 
and  the  payee.     Garrigue  v.  Keller   (Ind.) 

870 
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Befeases. 

Laches.  a8|  see  Limitation  of  Actions, 

2. 
Availability  of  Defense  of  Recoupment 

though  Affirmative  Action  Barred, 

see  Limitation  of  Actions,  3. 
Removal    of    Bar    of    Limitations,    see 

Limitation  of  Actions,  6. 

2.  One  who  purchases  for  value,  of  a 
creditor,  the  obligation  of  his  debtor  and 
obtains  the  latter's  promissory  note,  pay- 
able to  himself,  as  evidence  of  his  obliga- 
tion, with  full  knowledge  of  the  considera- 
tion thereof,  and  of  the  facts  which  con- 
dition the  inception  of  the  original  obliga- 
tion, takes  the  note  subject  to  all  the 
defenses  which  existed  against  it  in  the 
hands  of  the  original  creditor.  Williams 
V.  Neely  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)  232 

3.  A  partial  failure  of  consideration, 
which  results  from  a  defect  of  title,  is  a 
good  defense  pro  tanto  to  an  action  by  the 
vendor  upon^  a  promissory  note  given  for 
the  purchase  price  of  land  which  he  has 
conveyed  with  covenants  of  warranty  and 
against  encumbrances.  Id. 

4.  A  sound  reason,  inhering  in  the  same 
transaction  from  which  a  promissory  note 
springs,  why  the  holder  ought  not,  in  equity 
and  good  conscience,  to  recover  its  face 
▼alue,  is  a  good  equitable  defense  to  it,  al- 
though this  defense  constitutes  neither  an 
offset  nor  a  counterclaim,  nor  an  affirmative 
cause  of  action  against  the  holder  of  the 
note.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Bills  and  notes;  who  considered  innocent 
purchaser  of;  note  given  for  purchase  price 
of  land;  breach  of  covenants  in  deed  as  de- 
fense to  action  on  note;  rig^t  of  action  on 
bond  given  by  equitable  owner  of  note  as 
defense  to  ajction  on  note.  234 

Effect  of  giving  note  to  secure  interest 
accrued  on  note  previously  given  as 
acknowledgment  of  indebtedness  upon  lat- 
ter; etlect  of  mortgage  given  to  secure 
original  note  as  security  for  second  note 
given  for  interest  on  first  one.  261 

What  law  governs  whore  parties  have 
fixed  place  for  performance  ditierent  from 
domieil ;  married  woman's  contract  of 
suretyship;  effect  of  admisHions  of  ^ maker 
of  note  on  liability  of  surety.  871 

BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Right  to  Enjoin  Wrongful  Dissemina- 
tion of  Quol  ition  of  Prices,  see  In- 
junction. 4. 

Effect  of  Carrying  on  Gambling  Trans- 
actions on  Property  Right  in  Price 
Quotations,  see  Propebty. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


BOIIiER. 

Master's  Liability  for  Injury  to  Seir- 
ant  by  Explosion  of,  see  ICastkk 
AND  Servant,  3-5. 

BONDS. 

Estoppel  of  Corporation  to  Claim  Pay- 
ment of,  see  Estoppel,  6. 

Of  Corporation,  Conclusiveness  against 
Corporation  of  Judgment  as  to,  see 
Judgment,  4. 

A  statute  requiring  that  all  bonds  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  official  or  fiduciary 
duties,  or  the  faithful  keeping,  applying,  or 
accounting  for  funds  or  property,  with  cer- 
tain exceptions,  must  be  executed  by  a  surety 
company  or  companies,  is  invalid  as  an  inva- 
sion of  the  liberty  to  contract  guaranteed 
by  the  Constitution.  State  ex  rel.  McKell 
V.  Robins   (Ohio)  427 

Notes  and  Bbdefs. 

Bonds;  when  equity  will  go  above  penal 
sum  of.  234 

Action  on;  impossibility  of  performance  of 
condition  as  defense;  where  impossibility 
arises  through  act  of  obligor.  285 

Statute  requiring  all  surely  bonda  to  be 
signed  by  surety  company.  428 

BOmCEVARB. 

Condemnation  of  Land  for,  see  Eminent 

Domain,  4,  6. 
Sufficiency  of  Title  of  Statute  aa   to, 

see  Statutes,  4 

BREACH. 

Of  Contract;  Malicious  Proeurement 
of,  see  Case. 

BRIBERY. 

Power  of  Legislature  to  Expel  Member 
for,  before  Conviction,  see  Lbqis- 
lature,  4. 

1.  The  solicitation  of  a  bride  does  not 
constitute  an  attempt  to  accept  or  receive  a 
bribe.     State  v.  Bowles  (Kan.)  176 

2.  The,  solicitation  of  a  bribe  is  not  pun- 
ishable as  a  crime  by  the  laws  of  Kansas. 

Id. 

BUILDING    AND    LOAN    ASSOCIA- 
TIONS. 

l.A  statute  which  confers  power  on  build- 
ing and  loan  associations  "to  aaeess  and  col* 
Icct  from  members  and  depositors  such  dues, 
fines,  interest,  and  premium  on  loans  made, 
or  other  assessments,  as  may  be  provided  for 
in  the  constitution  and  by-laws;"  and  which 
further  provides  that  "such  dues,  fines,  pre- 
miums, or  other  asses^tments  shall  not  be 
deemed  usury,  although  in  excess  of  the  legal 
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rate  of  interest," — is  not  in  conflict  with 
(^hio  Const,  art.  2,  {  26,  requiring  all  laws  to 
have  a  uniform  operation,  or  art.  1,  §  2,  for- 
bidding the  grant  of  special  privileges  or  im- 
munities. Cramer  v.  Southern  Ohio  L.  &  T. 
Co.  (Ohio)  415 

PrentioBftB. 

2.  The  premium  for  a  loan,  if  reasonable 
in  amount,  need  not  be  ascertained  by  com- 
petitive bidding  for  precedence  in  obtaining 
tlie  loan,  but  it  may  be  fixed  at  the  uniform 
rate  by  the  constitution  and  by-laws  of  the 
association,  under  a  statute  empowering 
building  and  loan  associations  to  impose  such 
premiums  or  assessments  as  may  be  pro- 
vided for  in  the  constitution  and  by-laws, 
and  exempting  such  associations  from  the 
operation  of  the  usury  laws.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Building  and  loan  associations;  validity 
of  statute  exempting  from  operation  of  usury 
laws;  mutuality  as  essential  principle  of 
building  association.  417 

BUILDINGS. 

License  to  Use  Stairway  on  Outside  of, 
see  License,  3. 

BURDEN  OF  PROOF. 

See  Evidence,  4r-7. 

BUROI.ART. 

By  One  Apparently  Assisted  by  Detec- 
tive^ see  Criminax.  Law,  1-3. 

Noixs  AND  Briefs. 

Burglary;  criminal  liability  when  insti- 
gated by  private  detective  with  approval  of 
proprietor  of  place  burglarized.  406 

Neoespity  of  ins'truction  as  to  law  on  cir- 
cumstantial   evidence    on    prosecution    for 

1D7,  207 

BUSINESS. 


Notes  and  Brd&fs. 
Business;  what  constitutes. 


599 


CARRIERS. 

Duty  and  liability  as  to  passengers. 

Questions  for  Jury  as  to  Safety  of  Exit, 
see  I'RiAL,  7. 

1.  Livery-stable  keepers  are  not  within  the 
rule  that  common  carriers  of  passengers  are 
l>ound  to  exercise  extraordinary  care  for  the 
Hafety  of  their  passengers.  Stanley  v.  Steele 
(Conn.)  *  561 

2.  Wliether  or  not  a  livery-stable  keeper  is 
liable  to  a  patron  for  an  injur}'  due  to  a 
ilcfcct  in  the  neck  voke  of  the  carriage  fur- 
«9  L.  R.  A. 


nished  by  him  depends  upon  whether  it  was 
discoverable  by  the  exercise  of  such  care  as 
is  usually  exercised  by  persons  of  ordinary 
prudence  in  the  conduct  of  such  business. 

Id. 

3.  A  carrier  cannot  delegate  to  another  the 
duty  of  seeing  that  the  means  of  egress  from 
its  terminal  grounds  are  reasonably  safe. 
Cotant  V.  Boone  Suburban  R.  Co.    (Iowa) 

982 

4.  A  railway  company  which  expressly  or 
by  implication  invites  its  passengers  to  use 
a  stile  over  a  wire  fence  in  leaving  its 
grounds  is  bound  to  use  at  least  ordinary 
care  in  seeing  that  it  is  fit  for  the  purpose 
intended,  although  the  stile  was  not  erected 
by  it,  and  the  defective  part  is  not  on  its 
property,  but  where  it  has  no  right  to  go  ta 
make  inspection  or  repairs.  Id. 
Coatribntory  neglicenoe  of  passenger. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  7. 

6.  Passengers  have  a  right  to  assume  that 

means  of  egress  from  the  carrier's  terminal 

grounds  are  reasonably  safe.  Id. 

Idability  as  to  bageage. 

6.  The  checking  of  baggage  to  destination 
upon  a  through  ticket  to  transport  the  pas- 
senger over  roads  of  initial  and  connecting 
carriers  will  render  the  initial  carrier  liable 
for  its  loss  on  a  connecting  line.  Kansas 
City,  Ft.  S.  &  M.  R.  Co.  v.  Washington 
(Ark.)  65 

7.  A  steamship  company  is  not  entitled  to 
a  limitation  of  its  liability  for  loss  of  pas- 
sengers and  baggage  through  the  sinking  of 
its  vessel,  where  its  crew  could  not  under- 
stand the  language  of  its  officers,  and  were 
not  drilled  in  the  launching  of  the  boats,  so 
that  after  the  accident  but  one  boat  was  suc- 
cessfully launched,  although  there  was  time 
enough  to  launch  them  all  had  proper  orders 
been  given  and  obeyed,  and  the  -statute  pro- 
vides that  no  steamer  carrying  passengers 
shall  depart  from  any  port  unless  she  shall 
have  in  her  service  a  full  complement  of 
licensed  officers,  and  a  full  crew  sufficient  at 
all  times  to  manage  the  vessel.  Re  Pacific 
Mail  S.  S.  Co.  (C.  C.  App.  9th  C.)  71 
Duty  and  liability  as  to  f  reigbt. 

Proximate   Cause   of  Loss,   see   Proxi- 
mate Cause,   1. 

8.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  common  carrier  to- 
whom  goods  are  delivered  for  transporta- 
tion, to  forward  them  promptly,  and  with- 
out unreasonable  delay,  to  their  destina- 
tion. Bibb  Broom  Corn  Co.  v.  Atchison,  T. 
&  S.  F.  R.  Co.   (Minn.)  509 

9.  A  carrier  who  negligently  and  carelessly 
delays  n  shipment  is  liable  for  the  loss,  whore 
the  sfoods  are  overtiiken  in  transit  and  dam- 
aged by  an  act  of  God  which  would  not  have 
caused  the  damage  had  there  been  no  delay,. 
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even  though  the  act  of  God  could  not  rea- 
sonably be  anticipated;  and  this  is  true 
whether  the  goods  are  in  their  nature  per- 
ishable or  nonperishable.  Id. 
GoTemmental  control;  diflorimina- 
tion. 

10.  A  carrier  may  at  any  time  change  its 
policy  as  to  furnishing  shippers  of  a  certain 
commodity  privileges  which,  under  the  law, 
it  is  not  bound  to  extend  to  them.  Central 
of  Ga.  R.  Co.  V.  Augusta  Brokerage  Co. 
(Ga.)  119 

11.  That  a  discrimination  by  a  carrier 
against  a  particular  commodity  is  dictated 
by  the  business  interests  of  the  carrier,  and 
really  affects  but  a  single  shipper,  does  not 
make  it  unlawful.  Id. 

12.  Discrimination  against  shippers  only, 
and  not  against  commodities,  is  forbidden  by 
the  rule  promulgated  by  the  railroad  com- 
mission of  Georgia  that  carriers,  *'in  the 
conduct  of  their  intrastate  business,  shall 
afford  to  all  persons  equal  facilities  in  the 
transportation  and  delivery  of  freight."     Id. 

13.  Unjust  discrimination  against  ship- 
pers engaged  in  interstate  commerce,  as  to 
the  matter  of  issuing  through  bills  of 
lading  or  furnishing  reshipping  facilities  at 
terminal  points  within  the  state  of  Georgia, 
does  not  constitute  a  violation  of  rule  36  of 
the  Georgia  railroad  commission  that  car- 
riers in  their  intrastate  business  shall  afford 
to  all  persons  equal  facilities  in  the  trans* 
portation  and  delivery  of  freight.  Id. 

14.  A  discrimination  by  a  carrier  against 
cotton  seed,  by  refusing  to  issue  through 
bills  of  lading  or  to  furnish  its  cars  to  con- 
necting carriers  in  order  that  shipments 
may  be  carried  to  ultimate  destination  with- 
out reloading  at  terminal  points,  is  not  un- 
lawful, provided  all  shippers  of  that  com- 
modity are  treated  alike.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Carriers;  liability  of  initial  carrier  for 
los4;  where  through  ticket  is  issued.  65 

Limitation  by  steamship  company  of  its 
liability  for  loss;  when  justified;  statute 
requiring  crew  sufficient  at  all  times  to 
manage  vessel.  71 

Duty  to  ship  beyond  terminus  of  its  own 
line;  right  to  discriminate  against  certain 
commodity.  120 

Liability  of,  for  loss  of  goods  which,  be- 
cause of  delay  in  forwarding,  are  overtaken 
and  destroyed  by  act  of  vxod.  509 

Duty  to  furnish  medical  care  and  treat- 
ment to  injured  passenger.  513 

Liability  for  injury  to  passenger;  by  mis- 
<H)nduct  of  servant;  sleeping  car  companies. 

643 
09  L.  R.  A. 


Duty  to  keep  stile  used  as  exit  from 
ground  safe;  where  carrier  did  not  erect 
stile,  and  it  is  on  land  of  other  party;  care 
of  passenger  in  using  exit.  983 

CASE. 

See  also  Conspiracy. 

The  malicious  procurement  of  a  breech  of 
contract  of  employment,  resulting  in  dam- 
age where  the  procurement  was  during 
the  subsistence  of  the  contract,  is  an  action- 
able wrong.  Employing  Printers  dub  v. 
Dr.  Blosser  Co.   (Ga.)  90 

CASH  DIVIDENDS. 

Right  of  Life  Tenant  as  to,  see  Lm 
Tenants,  3-6. 

CHICKEN  HOUSE. 

As  Nuisance,  see  Nuisances. 

CHOSE  IN  ACTION. 

Rights  of  Assignee  of,  see  Asstonmknt. 

CIRCUMSTANTIAI.  EVIDENG& 

Necessity    of    Instruction    as    to,    see 
Tbial,  12. 

CLOUD    ON    TITLE. 

Notes  and  Beief8. 

Cloud  on  title;  jurisdicti<m  of  eqiutj  of 
suit  to  remove  cloud  on  title  to  land  in  otiier 
state  or  country.  0S2 

COAL. 

Duty  of  One  Mining  to  Leaw  Surfaee 
Support,  see  Mines. 

COMBINATIONS. 

Injunction  against,  see  Injunction,  2. 
See  also  Conspikact. 

Notes  and  Bbtbfs. 

Combinations ;  illegal  combination  to  eon- 
trol  prices  and  restrict  competition;  at- 
tempt to  injure  person  by  inducing  em- 
ployees to  break  their  contracts  with  htm: 
right  of  party  to  protection  where  he  was 
a  former  member  of  the  combination;  right 
to  enforce  illegal  rules  and  regulations 
against  former  member.  91 

COMMERCE. 

See  also  Cabkiers,  13. 

1.  A  statute  requiring  merchants  licensed 
to  sell  grain  on  commission  to  render  a 
true  statement  to  the-  consignor  within 
twenty- four  hours  of  making  a  sale,  showing 
the  grain  sold,  price  received,  name  and  ad 
dress  of  purchaser,  and  the  date,  hour,  and 
minute  when  sold,  with  vouchers  fof 
charges,    and    expenses,   is   not   unoonstitn- 
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tional  as  an  interference  with  interst'ate 
commerce,  though  applying  td  shipments 
from  beyond  as  well  as  from  within  the 
state.     State  v.  I-Cdwarda    (Minn.)  667 

2.  Railroad  companies  engaged  in  inter- 
state commerce  are  subject  to  a  state  statute 
making  railroad  companies  liable  for  in- 
juries to  employees  on  account  of  the  negli- 
gence of  others  having  control  or  direction 
of  them,  so  long  as  Congress  does  not  deal 
with  that  subject.  Peirce.  v.  Van  Dusen 
(C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  706 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Commerce ;  interstate ;  statute  regulating 
sales  of  grain  by  commission  merchajits  as 
interference  with;  what  constitutes  inter- 
state commerce;  right  to  require  license  for 
conducting  in  state  business  originating 
outside  of.  668 

COMMISSION    MERCHANTS. 

See  Factors. 

COMMON  UIW. 

Rule  in  Shelley's  Case  as  Part  of,  see 
Real  Property,  1. 

Notes  and  Brtefs. 

Common  law;  implied  change  of,  by  stat- 
ute. 354 

COlftPUlINT. 

See  Pleading,  3-5. 

CONDITIONS  SUBSEQUENT. 

See  Real  Property,  3-8. 

CONDONATION. 

Of  Adultery  as  Justification  for  Filing 
Bill  to  Review  Divorce  Decree,  see 
Review,  3. 

CONFESSION. 

See  Evidence,  16. 

CONFI^ICT  OF  LAlXrS. 

1.  The  validity  and  interpretation  of  the 
contract,  as  well  as  the  rule  measuring  the 
damages  arising  upon  its  breach  and  the 
company's  liability  therefor,  are  to  be  deter- 
mined by.  the  laws  of  tlie  state  where  a  tele- 
gram is  filed  for  transmission  in  case  the 
points  of  inception  and  termination  are  in 
difl'erent  states.  Hancock  v.  Western  U. 
Teleg.  uo.   (N.  C.)  403 

2.  Delivery  of  notes  into  the  mail,  to  be 
forwarded  to  another  state  in  accordance 
with  the  understanding  between  maker  and 
payee,  completes  the  delivery  so  as  to  make 
the  contract  one  to  be  governed  by  the  laws 
of  the  state  where  the  postoffice  is  located. 
Garrigue  v.  Keller  (Ind.)  870 
69L.R.  A. 


Aa  to  marriage. 

3.  The  marriage  of  a  ward,  solemnized  in 
a  sister  state  where  it  is  valid,  is  not  void 
because  no  license  was  procured  with  the 
consent  of  the  guardian,  as  required  by  the 
laws  of  his  domicil,  nor  because  such  laws 
render  void  all  his  contracts.  Ex  parte 
Chace   (R.  I.)  493 

4.  The  marriage  of  a  ward,  valid  where 
made  in  a  sister  state,  must  be  regarded  as 
valid  at  his  domicil,  although  it  would  not 
have  been  so  had  it  been  solemnized  there 
because  of  statutory  limitation  of  his  right 
to  contract.  Id. 
A«  to  married  woaum'a  liability. 

5.  That  a  note  for  the  payment  of  which  a 
married  woman  becomes  surety  is  made  pay- 
able in  a  state  where  such  contract  is  invalid 
will  not,  although  the  suit  is  brought  in 
that  state,  defeat  her  liability  if  the  contract 
was  valid  at  her  domicil,  where  it  was 
executed.     Garrigue  v.  Keller    (Ind.)     870 

6.  A  contract  of  suretyship  against  a  mar- 
ried woman,  which  is  valid  in  the  state 
where  made,  is  not  unenforceable  in  another 
state,  as  violative  of  its  public  policy,  merely 
because  its  etatutes  forbid  her  to  bind  her- 
self by  such  a  contract.  'Id. 

Notes  and  Bbufs. 

Conflict  of  laws;  as  to  damages  for  negli- 
gence in  sending  telegram;  controlling  ef- 
fect of  law  of  state  in  which  contract 
made.  403 

As  to  negotiable  paper;  as  to  contracts  of 
married  women.  870 

CONNECTING  CARRIERS. 

Liability  of,  see  Cabbiebs,  6. 

CONSENT. 

To  Burglary  by  Owner  of  Building,  see 
Cbiminal  Law,  3. 

To  Sale  of  Liquor  to  Minor,  see  In- 
toxicating  LiQUOBS. 

CONSIDERATION. 

Marriage  as,  see  Con tb acts,  2. 

CONSPIRACY. 

1.  A  combination  of  two  or  more  persons 
to  injure  one  in  his  trade  by  inducing  his 
employees  to  break  their  contract  with  him, 
or  to  decline  to  continue  longer  in  his  em- 
ployment, is,  if  it  results  in  damage,  action- 
able. Employing  Printers*  Club  v.  Dr. 
Blosser  Co.    (Ga.)  00 

2.  A  former  member  of  an  illegal  combi- 
nation, whose  connection  with  it  was 
severed  before  the  filing  of  the  suit,  will 

j  not  be  denied  the  protection  of  a  court  of 
1  equity     against    an     illegal     act    of    such 
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combination   because   of   his    previous   con- 
nection therewith.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Conspiracy;  to  injure  person's  business 
by  inducing  employees  to  break  their  con- 
tracts; injunction  to  restrain;  where  party 
injured  was  formerly  a  member  of  the  il- 
legal combination.  91 

CONSTITUnONAI.  I.AW. 

Power  of  Legislature  to  Create  and  De- 
stroy Counties,  see  Counties. 

Relation  of  Court  to  Legislative  De- 
partment, see  Courts,  4,  5. 

Validity  of  Statute  for  Cleaning  and 
Repair  of  Drainage  Ditches,  see 
Drains  and  Sewers;  Eminent 
Domain,  8. 

Authorizing  Abandonment  of  Con- 
demnation Proceeding  as  Impair- 
ing Substantial  Right,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  10. 

Power  of  Legislature  to  Expel  Member, 
see  Legislature. 

Who    may    Question    Constituticnality 
of  Statute,  see  Statutes,  1. 
.  Special  Legislation,  see  Statutes,  7. 

Constitutionality  of  Tax  Measures,  see 
Taxes. 

Constitutionality  of  Statute  Permit- 
ting Use  of  Voting  Machine,  see 
Voters  and  Eleotionb. 

1.  Acts  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of 
the  Constitution  are  as  much  prohibited  by 
its  terms  as  are  acts  specifically  enumer- 
ated and  forbidden  therein.  McDonald  v. 
Doust  (Id.)  220 
Personal  liberty  and  seenrity. 

2.  Personal  liberty  includes  not  only 
freedom  from  physical  restraint,  but  also 
the  right  **to  be  let  alone;"  to  determine 
one's  mode  of  life, — whether  it  shall  be  a 
life  of  publicity  or  of  privacy ;  and  to  order 
one's  life  and  manage  one's  affairs  in  a 
manner  that  may  be  most  agreeable  to  him. 
so  long  as  he  does  not  violate  the  rights  of 
others  or  of  the  public.  Pavesich  v.  New 
England  L.  Ins.  Co.   (Ga.)  ^  101 

3.  Personal  security  includes  the  right 
to  exist,  and  the  right  to  the  enjoyment  of 
life,  while  existing,  and  is  invaded  not  only 
by  a  deprivation  of  life,  but  also  by  a  de- 
privation of  those  things  which  are  neces- 
sary to  the  enjoyment  of  life  according  to 
the  nature,  temperament,  and  lawful  desires 
of  the  individual.  Id. 
Eqnal  protection  or  privilecres. 

Special  Privileges  to  Ix»an  Association, 
see  Building  and  Loan  Associa- 
tions, 1. 

4.  Railroad  corporations  are  per<ions 
60  L.  R.  a. 


within  the  constitutional  provisions  a*  t^ 
equal  privileges  and  imnmnitioR  of  citi/en^ 
and  the  equal  protection  of  persons.  Pitt- 
burgh,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery 
(Ind.)  87^ 

5.  The  exemption  of  municipal  corpora- 
tions  from  a  statute  making  other  corpora- 
tions liable  to  a  servant  for  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant  does  not  make  the  statute  in- 
valid. Id- 

6.  A  constitutional  provision  requiring  all 
laws  of  a  general  nature  to  have  a  uniform 
operation  throughout  the  state  is  not  vio 
lated  by  Ohio  act  April  2,  1890,  relating  tr» 
the  liability  of  railroad  companies  for  in- 
juries to  employees,  since  it  applies  to  all 
railroad  corporations  operating  railroad< 
within  the  state,  and  to  all  of  a  common 
class  of  railroad  employees.  Peirce  v.  Van 
Dusen  (C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  7CM> 

7.  No  unconstitutional  discrimination 
between  resident  and  nonresident  ownerv 
of  land  along  the  line  of  a  ditch  is  made 
by  a  statute  permitting  any  resident  owner, 
when  the  ditch  needs  cleaning,  to  petition 
therefor  under  a  section  which  simply  re 
quires  a  sworn  statement  of  such  necessity 
to  be  made  to  the  county  auditor,  while 
nonresident  owners  can  only  petition  for 
such  improvement  under  a  section  which 
requires  application  to  be  made  to  the 
county  commissioners,  and  the  giving  of  a 
bond  for  the  payment  of  costs  if  the  appli- 
cation is  not  granted.  Taylor  v.  Crawford 
(Ohio)  ^  80.> 
Dne  process  of  la^r. 

Requiring  Automobile  to  Carry  Num- 
ber as  Violation  of  Provision  as  to. 
see  Automobiles,  1. 

Necessity  of  Indictment  by  Grand  Jury, 
see  Criminal  Law,  4. 

8.  Property  is  not  taken  witaout  due  pro- 
cess of  law  by  Neb.  Comp.  Stat.  1901,  chap. 
77,  art.  1,  §§  39,  40,  requiring  railroad 
property  to  be  valued  and  assessed  by  one 
assessing  body,  and  the  aggregate  value 
distributed,  on  a  mileage  basis,  to  the  vari- 
ous counties,  cities,  towns,  etc,  through 
which  the  road  runs.  State  ex  rel.  Morton 
V.  Back  (Neb.)  447 

9.  A  person  upon  whose  property  an 
assessment  for  cleaning  out  a  drainage 
ditch  is  laid  is  not  deprived  of  his  prop- 
erty without  due  process  of  law^,  where  the 
assessment  is  fixed  by  the  county  surveyor 
after  examining  the  sewer  to  ascertain 
whether  the  work  is  necessary,  and  esti- 
mating the  cost,  and  a  report  of  his  exam- 
ination and  estimate  must  be  returned  to 
the  county  auditor,  who  appoints  a  day 
for  hearing  the  report,  of  which  due  notic«» 
is  i^ven  to  all  interested  parties,  and  ih^ 
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Auditor  may  make  such  changes  in  the  as- 
sessment as  he  deems  just,  while  any  person 
aggrieved  has  a  remedy  under  Ohio  Rev. 
Stat.  1892,  §  5848,  providing  for  an  injunc- 
tion to  restrain  the  illegal  ]evY  or  collec- 
tion of  taxes  and  assessments.  Taylor  v. 
Crawford   (Ohio)  805 

10.  Though  an  ordinance  prohibiting  the 
storage  of  explosive  oils  in  large  quantities 
within  the  corporate  limits  happens  to  have 
the  effect  of  putting  an  end  to  a  business, 
and  of  rendering  valueless  certain  struc- 
tures used  in  connection  with  the  business, 
its  enforcement  will  not  constitute  a  depriv- 
ing of  property  without  due  process  of  law, 
when  the  circumstances  justify  its  adop- 
tion as  a  police  regulation.  Crowley  v. 
Ellsworth'  (La.)  276 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Ck>nstitutiona]    law;    weight  to  be  given 
to  contemporaneous  construction  of  Consti- 
tution. 184 
Construing  Constitution;  power  of  legis- 
lature limited  only  by  express  provisions; 
what  justifies  courts  in  setting  aside  enact- 
ment of  legislature;   powers  and  duties  of 
local    authorities   as    to    public   roads   and 
levy   of   taxes;    held   solely  by   delegation 
-from  general  assembly.                               915 
Right  of  l^slature  to  aoolish  county  in 
-existence    at    time    state    is    admitted    to 
Union;    right  to   change   county   seat;    re- 
fusal of  court  to  consider  extent  of  infringe- 
ment   of    Constitution;    any    infringement, 
however  slight,  fatal.  221 
Validity    of    statute    providing    that,    if 
Jutisdiction  of  offense  be  in  two  counties, 
accused  shall  be  tried  in  county  where  first 
arrested.  271 
What  constitutes  due  process;  denial  of 
due  process  because  party  is  in  contempt  of 
-court.                                 '  312 
Validity   of   retrospective   laws    not   im- 
pairing obligation  of   contracts   or   of   the 
nature   of   ex    post   facto    laws;     right   to 
change    form   of   remedy;    where   cause    of 
action  has  already  arisen;  vested  right  of 
party  to  damages  for  land  taken  for  public 
use:   where  damages   have  not  been  estab- 
lished in  mode  pointed  out  by  law;   stat- 
utory right  to  lien  as  vested  right;  vested 
right  to  costs.  314 
Scope  of  police  power;    right  to  pursue 
lawful  calling;  what  constitutes  property; 
power  of  legislature  to  delegate  to  munici- 
palities regulation  of  street  traffic.         346 
Police  power;  right  to  prohibit  injurious 
^r  hazardous  business.  350 
Necessity  that  legislation  phould  not  be 
unequal   or  partial;    statute   requiring   all 
•69  L.  R.  A. 


surety  bonds  to  be  signed  by  surety  com- 
panies; constitutional  right  to  make  and 
enforce  contracts;  right  to  receive  prop- 
erty not  absolute.  428 

Powers  and  privileges  of  legislature; 
right  of  senate  to  expel  member;  meaning 
of  due  process  of  law.  557 

Requirement  of  uniformity;  making 
railroad  companies  liable  for  injuries  to 
employees  by  superior  servants.  706 

What  constitutes  a  *'taking"  oi  property, 
for  which  compensation  must  be  made;  for- 
bidding use  of  land  near  parkway  for  ad- 
vertising purposes;  no  vested  right  to  be 
exempt  from  police  regulations.  817 

Statute  making  all  corporations,  except 
municipal,  liable  for  injury  to  employee  by 
fellow  servant;  making  void  contract  by 
corporation  for  release  from  liability,  for 
negligence  of  fellow  servant;  what  class- 
ification of  business  constitutional;  act)  in- 
valid as  to  some  persons  embraced  in  pro- 
visions invalid  as  to  all;  necessity  of  uni- 
formity and  equal  privileges;  depriving 
owner  of  property  of  one  of  its  attributes 
as  depriving  him  of  his  property;  inter- 
ference with  right  to  contract.  876 

GOK8TBUCTIVE  POSSESSION. 

See  Adverse  Possession. 

CONTEMPT. 

Enforcing  Order  for  Support  of  Insane 
Person  by  Proceedings  for,  see 
Incompetent  Pebsons,  2. 

A  plaintiff  in  an  equity  case  has  no  ab- 
solute right  to  proceed  with  the  trial  while 
he  is  in  contempt  of  court  for  refusal  to 
obey  an  order  which  can  be  enforced  by 
mandamus.  Campbell  v.  Justices  of  Su- 
perior Court  (Mass.)  311 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Contempt;  refusal  to  permit  plaintiff  to 
proceed  with  trial  while  in  contempt  of 
court  for  refusal  to  obey  orders;  as  denial 
of  due  process  of  law\  312 

CONTINGENT  REMAINDER. 

Outstanding,  Recovery  for  Improve- 
ments on  Breach  of  Covenant  of 
Seisin  by,  see  Improvements. 

CONTRACTS. 

Maliciously   Procuring   Breach   of,   see 

Case. 
Conflict  of  Laws  as  to,  see  Conflict 

OF  Laws. 
By  Corporation,  see  Corporations,  1-6. 
Measure   of   Damages    for   Breach   of, 

see  Damages,  1-7. 
Impairing  Obligation  of,  see  Emincrt 

Domain,  10. 
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Showing  Completed  Agreement  Satis- 
fying Statute  of  Frauds,  see  Evi- 
DENQf:,  8. 

Parol  Evidence  of  Signing  Memoran- 
dum of  Contract  as  Agent  for  Pur- 
chaser, see  Evidence,  15. 

Effect  of  Permitting  Gambling  Trans- 
actions on  Right  of  Board  of 
Trade  to  Protection  of  Price  Quota- 
tions, see  Injunction,  4. 

Invalidity  of  Limitation  as  to  Time 
for  Suit  on  Policy,  see  Insub- 
ANCE,  8. 

Validity  of  Parol  License,  see  License. 

Validity  of  Statute  Avoiding  Contract 
for  Relief  from  Liability  for  Fel- 
low Servant's  Negligence,  see  Mas- 
ter AND  Servant,  23,  *24. 

Property  Right  in  Price  Quotations  by 
Board  of  Trade  Carrying  on  Gam- 
bling Transactions,  see  Property. 

Specific  Performance  of  Oral  Contracts, 
see  Specific  Performance,  2. 

For  Sale  of  Land,  see  Vendor  and  Pur- 
chaser. 

1.  A  covenant  by  a  purchaser  of  the 
business  and  effects  of  a  corporation,  the 
sale  of  which  is  intended  to  terminate  its 
existence,  to  indemnify  it  from  and  against 
the  contracts  and  engagements  to  wnich  the 
said  vendor  appears  to  be  now  liable,  and 
also  all  claims  and  demands  on  account  of 
the  same  contracts  and  engagements,  does 
not  cover  a  claim  by  the  president-manager 
of  the  corporation  to  salary  for  the  time 
subsequently  accruing,  where  it  was  found- 
ed merely  on  the  fact  that  he  had  been 
elected  president,  and  there  was  no  contract 
that  the  services  and  salary  should  con- 
tinue for  any  specified  time.  Busell  Trim- 
mer Co.  v.  Coburn  (Mass.)  821 
Consideration. 

2.  Marriage  is  a  valuable  consideration 
sufficient  to  support  a  conveyance  from  hus- 
band to  wife.  Barnum  v.  Le  Master 
(Tenn.)  353 
Pnrtial  perf  ormanee. 

3.  On  the  termination,  by  the  insolvency 
and  dissolution  of  a  corporation,  of  an  ex- 
ecutory contract  with  it  necessitating,  in  its 
execution,  work,  labor,  and  the  expenditure 
of  money  for  materials,  machinery,  et<c., 
and  the  construction  of  roads  and  other 
improvements,  as  well  as  in  carrying  on 
the  work,  the  contractor  is  entitled  to  com- 
pensation for  services  rendered  by  him  in 
pursuance  of  the  contract  until  the  date  of 
its  termination,  and  to  reimbursement  for 
his  actual  and  necessary  outlay  and  ex- 
penses, subject  to  a  deduction  of  all  sums 
paid  to  him  by  the  corporation,  and  of  the 
value  of  such  materials,  machinery,  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


other  property  on  hand.  Griffith  v.  Black- 
water  Boom  &  L.  Co.  (W.  Va.)  124 
Rescission. 

Of  Mutual  Benefit  Certificate,  t^ee 
Benevolent  Societies. 
4.  A  deed  without  power  of  revocation, 
from  a  parent  who  is  incapacitated  phys- 
ically, and  weak  mentally,  to  his  daughter, 
who  has  for  some  time  had  the  care  of  hiic. 
made  without  the  benefit  of  competent  and 
independent  advice,  will  be  set  aside  by 
equity.     Slack  v.  Rees   (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.> 

393 
Notes  and  Briefs. 

Different  instruments  executed  as  evi- 
dences of  different  parts  of  one  transac- 
tion construed  as  one  single  contract.     234 

Contract  of  indemnity;  payment  of  judg- 
ment by  default  or  consent  to  warrant  re- 
covery under;  what  included  in  indemnity 
against  ''daims."  821 

Contract  of  aervioe  for  definite  period: 
assignability  of.  822 

To  release  employer  from  liability  for 
injury  to  servant  through  negligence  of  fel- 
low servant.  876 

Validity  of  agreement  by  corporation  for 
free  passes  and  to  repurchase  stock  sold. 

General  rule  for  interpretation  of;  con- 
struing grants  of  land  and  minerals;  right 
of  surface  owner  to  support.  637 

What  part  performance  will  take  c^s^e 
out  of  operation  of  statute  of  frauds;  spe- 
cific performance  of  parol  contract  for  sale 
of  land;  of  contract  by  husband  and  wife 
where  possession  has  been  delivered.        56^ 

Parol  evidence  to  vary  terms  of  writing. 

573 

Statute  of  frauds;  applies  to  executory. 
and  not  to  executed,  contracts.  hSZ* 

Necessity  that  memorandum  contain  all 
essentials  in  order  to  satisfy  statute  of 
frauds.  630 

Notice  of  intention  not  to  perform;  ef- 
fect, where  not  accepted  by  other  party,  a^ 
a  breach.  80n 

Liability  of  third  party  for  malicion-^ly 
inducing  breach  of;  right  o*  party  to  illegal 
contract  to  relief  where  he  can  make  out 
case  without  invoking  contract;  validity  of 
contracts  in  restraint  of  trade.  91 

Recovering  for  sendees  and  expenses  un* 
der  a  running  contract  \vith  corporation 
ended  by  its  insolvency  and  dissolution.  124 

CORPOBATIOK8. 

Construction  of  Contract  to  Indemnify 
by  Purchaser  of  Business  of,  mm 
Contracts,  1. 
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Estoppel  of,  see  Estoppel,  6. 

Conclusiveness  against,  of  Judgment  as 
to  Corporate  Bonds,  see  Judgment, 
4. 
Rights    of   Life    Tenants   to    Ca»h    Divi- 
dends, see  Lii'-E  Tenants,  3-6. 

Keligious  Corporations,  see  Religious 
Societies. 

Taxation  of,  see  Taxes. 

Powers  of,  and  oontraots  by. 

Effect  of  Failure  to  Keep  Tender  Good 
on  Right  to  Compel  Repurchase  of 
Stock,  see  Tender. 

See  also  Contracts,  3. 

1.  A  corporation  has  power  to  make  valid 
contracts  for  the  repurchase  of  its  own 
stock  in  the  absence  of  charter  restrictions. 
Wisconsin  Lumber  Co.  v.  Greene  &  W.  Tel- 
eph.  Co.    (Iowa)  968 

2.  A  corporation  cannot  refuse  to  {>er- 
form  its  contract  to  allow  subscribers  to 
stock  free  passes,  or  to  repurchase  the  stock 
at  the  price  paid,  on  the  ground  that  it  is 
contrary  to  public  policy.  Id. 

3.  A  corporation  cannot  accept  stock 
subscriptions  secured  by  ito  oflkers,  and  re- 
pudiate the  promise  to  take  back  the  stock 
under  certain  circumstances.  Id. 

4.  A  corporation  cannot  refuse  to  carry 
out  ite  contract  to  repurchase  the  stock  of 
certain  subscribers  upon  certain  contin- 
gencies on  the  ground  that  other  stock- 
holders were  not  given  the  same  right  to 
return  their  stock;  at  least  where  there  is 
no  showing  of  any  other  prejudice  to  the 
other  stockholders.  Id. 

5.  The  fact  that  a  person  entering  into 
an  executory  contract  with  a  corporation, 
necessitating  in  its  execution  the  expendi- 
ture of  money  and  labor,  is  a  director  of 
the  corporation,  does  not  affect  his  right, 
upon  the  termination  of  the  contract  by  the 
insolvency  and  dissolution  of  the  corpora- 
tion, to  compensation  for  services  rendered, 
and  to  reimbursement  for  expenses  in- 
curred, under  the  contract,  where  the  con- 
tract was  entered  into  openly,  without 
fraud,  and  the  other  directors  and  the 
stockholders  were  fully  informed  of  its 
terms,  and  permitted  it  to  be  partly  ex- 
ecuted without  disapproval.  Griffith  v. 
Blackwater  Boom  A  L.  Co.    (W.  Va.)    124 

6.  A  contractor  who,  under  an  executory 
contract  with  a  corporation,  terminated  by 
its  insolvency  and  dissolution,  has  made 
large  expenditures  in  the  construction  and 
repair  of  river  dams,  bridges,  and  roads 
belonging  to  the  corporation,  for  the  driv- 
ing and  hauling  of  timber,  and  upon  tim- 
ber partially  prepared  for  delivery  under 
the  contract,  is  entitled,  upon  a  sale  of  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


corporate  '  property  free  and  discharged 
from  the  contract,  under  a  decree  of  the 
court  directing  it  to  be  offered  for  sale  both 
subject  to  and  free  from  the  contract,  to 
compensation  and  reimbursement  for  his 
services  and  expenditures  out  of  the  assets 
of  the  company,  although  he  afterwards 
purchases  the  corporate  property  and  -ob- 
tains the  benefit  of  such  improvements.  Id. 
Compensation  of  oAoera, 

7.  Electing  one  president  of  a  corpora- 
tion, and  appointing  him  manager,  do  not 
entitle  him  to  a  salary  for  any  specified 
time.  Busell  Trimmer  Co.  v.  Cobum 
(Mass.)  821 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Corporations;  respective  rights  of  life 
tenants  and  remainder-men  in  stock  div- 
idends; interference  of  court  with  manage- 
ment of  corporate  affairs;  investment  of 
profits  of  corporation  in  permanent  works 
as  a  capitalization  thereof.  76 

Recovering  for  services  and  expenses  un- 
der a  running  contract  with  a  corporation 
ended  by  its  insolvency  and  dissolution: — 
(I.-)  Scope  of  note;  (II.)  breaches  of  con- 
tracts in  general;  (III.)  the  measure  of 
damages  in  such  cases;  (IV.)  how  corpora- 
tions are  dissolved;  (V.)  when  dissolution 
is  not  effected;  (VI.)  the  earlier  common- 
law  doctrine  concerning  the  effect  of  disso- 
lution; (VII.)  comment  and  criticism  con- 
cerning it;  (VIII.)  the  trust-fund,  or 
"American,"  doctrine;  (IX.)  the  effects  of 
corporate  dissolution  according  to  modern 
views:  (a)  civil  death;  (b)  upon  litiga- 
tion; (c)  upon  property  and  assets;  (d) 
upon  debts  and  credits;  (e)  upon  contracts 
in  general;  (f)  upon  employment  con- 
tracts: (1)  with  officers;  (2)  with  super- 
intendents; (3)  with  agents;  (4)  with  or- 
dinary employees;  (X)  remedies:  (a)  ab- 
stract; (b)  concrete;  (XI.)  construction 
and  effect  of  statutes;    (XII.)    conclusion. 

124 

Question  whether  a  new  corporation  has 
been  created  or  an  old  one  continued,  as 
one  of  intent;  liability  of  religious  cor- 
poration for  debts  of  predecessor.  256 

COUNTIES. 

Action  to  Enforce  Order  for  Support 
in  Insane  Asylum  in  Name  of,  see 
Incompetent  Persons,  1-2. 

See  also  CoNSTiTtrrioNAL  Law,  Notes 
AND  Briefs. 

1.  The  power  to  create  new  counties,  con- 
ferred on  the  legislature  by  the  Constitu- 
tion, does  not  include  power  to  reorganize 
under  a  new  name  an  old  county  existing 
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ixt  the  time  of  the  adoption  of  the  Const! -  I 
tution.     McDonald  V.  Doust  (Id.)  220 

2.  The  legislature  has  no  power  to  de- 
stroy the  counties  reco^ized  by  the  Consti- 
tution as  organized  and  existing  at  its  adop- 
tion as  legal  subdivisions  of  the  state.     Id. 

3.  A  statute  abolishing  an  existing  coun- 
ty, and  creating  two  new  counties  out  of 
the  same  territory,  and  establishing  a  new 
county  seat  for  each,  is  void  under  the 
Idaho  Constitution,  which  recognizes  the 
counties  existing  at  the  time  of  its  adop- 
tion as  legal  subdivisions  of  the  state,  and 
forbids  the  removal  of  a  county  seat  or  the 
cutting  off  of  territory  without  a  vote  of 
the  people,  and  prohibits  the  reduction  of 
the  territory  of  a  county  below  400  square 
miles.  Id. 

4.  A  county  organization  is  not  a  special 
privilege  or  immunity  within  the  meaning 
of  a  constitutional  provision  that  no  spe- 
cial privilege  or  immunity  shall  ever  be 
granted  that  may  not  be  altered  or  revoked 
by  the  legislature.  Id. 

COURTS. 

Judicial  Notice  by,  see  Evidence,  1. 
Territorial  limitations. 

1.  A  constitutional  right  to  trial  by  jury 
of  the  vicinage  does  not  prevent  the  trial 
taking  place  in  cither  county,  in  case  a 
crime  is  begun  in  one  and  consummated  in 
another.     Hargis  v.  Parker   (Ky.)  270 

2.  An  accessory  before  the  fact  to  a  mur- 
der in  which  the  wound  is  inflicted  in  one 
county  and  the  injured  person  dies  in  an- 
other may  be  tried  in  either  county,  al- 
though his  acts  are  committed  only  in  the 
former,  under  statutes  providing  that  ac- 
cessories shall  be  liable  to  the  same  pun- 
ishment as  principals,  and  may  be  prose- 
cuted jointly  with  them,  and,  in  icase  of  a 
crime  committed  jointly  in  two  counties  the 
prosecution  may  be  in  either.  Id. 

3.  No  interest  in  real  estate  located  in 
another  state  can  be  vested  in  a  complain- 
ant in  a  divorce  proceeding  by  a  decree 
which  purj)ort4^  to  deal  directly  with  the 
title  to  the  estate.    Proctor  v.  Proctor  (111.) 

673 
Relation  to  legislative  department. 

4.  The  court  cannot  supervise  the  exer- 
cise by  the  legislature  of  its  constitutional 
power  to  expel  a  member.  French  v.  Sen- 
ate (Cal.)  556 

5.  The  question  whether  a  general  law 
can  be  made  applicable  to  a  particular  case 
is  for  the  legislature,  and  not  for  the  court, 
to  determine.  Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  A;  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery  (Ind.)  875 
Superintending  control. 

6.  The  supreme  court  may  exericse  its 
69  L.  R.  A. 


constitutional  power  to  prevent  an  inferior 
court  from  exceeding  its  jurisdiction,  be 
fore  the  question  of  jurisdiction  ha«*  been 
presented  to  such  court,  where  the  si  tuition 
disclosed  is  such  that  to  take  the  ordinary 
course  would  be  of  itself  to  subject  th»,* 
complaining  party  to  irremediable  lo*-?. 
Hargis  v.  Parker   (Ky.)  270 

7.  Tlie  supreme  court  has  jurisdiction  ti« 
intervene  by  a  writ  of  prohibition  to  t^tay 
an  inferior  court  from  proceeding  out  of  it^ 
jurisdiction,  uuder  a  constitutional  provi 
sion  empowering  it  to  issue  sudi  writs  a> 
may  be  necessary  to  give  it  a  general  con- 
trol of  inferior  jurisdictions.  Id. 
Confliot  of  anthority. 

8.  The  court  which  first  acquires  juris- 
diction of  specific  property  by  the  issue  and 
service  of  process  in  a  suit  to  enforce  a 
lien  upon  it,  in  which  it  may  be  necessary 
to  take  possession  or  control  of  it,  retains 
jurisdiction  until  the  end,  free  from  the 
interference  of  any  court  of  oo-ordinat<> 
jurisdiction.  Williams  v,  Necly  (C.  C. 
App.  8th  0.)  232 

0.  A  subsequent  suit  involving  rights  in 
the  same  property,  in  a  court  of  co-ordinate 
jurisdiction,  should  not  be  dismissed,  but. 
before  a  seizure  of  the  property  under  it. 
should  be  stayed  until  the  proceeding  in 
the  earlier  suit  are  terminated,  or  ampl^ 
time  for  their  termination  has  elapsed.     Id. 

10.  The  arrest  at  their  own  instigation, 
for  the  purpose  of  preventing  a  trial  el-w*- 
where,  of  persons  accused  of  crime,  by  a 
magistrate  of  the  county  where  the  com- 
mission of  the  crime  is  commenced,  and 
binding  them  over  to  await  the  action  of 
the  grand  jury,  will  not  prevent  prooeedinsr*^ 
against  them  in  the  county  where  the  crime 
is  consummated,  under  a  statute  providin^r 
that,  if  the  jurisdiction  of  any  offens^^  be  in 
two  counties,  the  accused  shall  be  tried  in 
the  county  in  which  he  is  first  arrested. 
Hargis  v.  Parker  (Ky.)  27t» 
Federal  courts  folloirins  state  deci- 
sions. 

11.  The  Federal  court  is  not  bound  to  fol 
low  a  decision  of  the  courts  of  the  state  in 
which  it  is  sitting,  declaring  that  a  plaintiiT 
in  replevin  is  not  bound  to  return  the  prop- 
erty replevied  if  prevented  by  act  of  law. 
which  is  based  not  upon  a  statute,  but  upon 
general  principles.  Three  States  Lumber  Co. 
V.  Blanks  (C.  C.  App.  Cth  C.)  2<^ 

Notes  axd  Bbiefs. 

Courts;  inherent  power  of  court  over  it* 
process.  68 

Refusal  to  interfere  with  co-ordinate  de- 
partments of  government.  »37 
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Refusing  to  interfere  with  corporate 
management.  77 

Refusal  to  aid  eitlier  party  to  illegal 
transaction.  91 

Jurisdiction  of  supreme  court  to  prevent 
excess  of  jurisdiction  by  inferior  court; 
right  of  justice  having  jurisdiction  of 
charge  to  admit  to  bail;  concurrent  juris- 
diction of  prosecution  in  two  or  more  coun- 
ties; jurisdiction  of  justice  residing  nearest 
courthouse  to  issue  warrant  of  arrest  and 
take  bail.  271 

Jurisdiction  limited  to  territorial  limits 
of  state  in  which  established.  674 

<;OVENANT. 

To  Pay  Rent;  Breach  of,  see  Bank- 
ruptcy, 6. 

Measure  of  Damages  for  Breach  of,  see 
Damages,  2,  6. 

Right  of  Recovery  for  Construction  of 
Embankment,  see  Eminent  Do- 
main, 7-12. 

Recovery  for  Improvements  on  Breaeh 
of,  see  Improvements. 

By  Tenant;  Forfeiture  for  Breach  of, 
see  Landlord  and  Tenant,  2. 

Restoration  of  possession  is  an  indis- 
pensable ingredient  of  a  decree  in  equity  in 
favor  of  a  vendee  for  breach  of  a  covenant 
of  seisin  made  by  an  outstanding  contin- 
gent remainder,  where  his  deed  gave  him  at 
least  a  life  estate,  and  he  has  had  the  ben- 
efit of  possession.  Brannon  v.  Curtis 
(Tenn.)  760 

CBiMIlf AI.  LAW. 

Place  of  Trial  of  Crime  Committed  in 
Two  Counties,  see  Courts,  1,  2. 

Effect  of  Arrest  in  Court  of  One  Coun- 
ty for  Purpose  of  Preventing  Trial 
Elsewhere,   see   Courts,   10. 

For  Indictment,  Generally,  see  Indict- 
ment AND  Information. 

Power  of  Legislature  to  Expel  Mem- 
ber for  Bribery  before  Conviction, 
'    see  Legislature,  4. 

See  also  AIteal  and  Error,  27. 

Criminal  liability;  apparent  eo-oper- 
ation  of  deteotive. 

1.  Upon  the  trial  of  one  charged  with 
burglary,  the  mere  fact  that  one  who  was 
present  with  an  assisted  him  in  the  burg- 
lary was  a  detective  is  not  a  defense,  if  the 
-detective  did  not  instigate  the  crime,  and  it 
was  committed,  as  to  every  ingredient  of 
it,  by  the  criminal.  State  v.  Currie  (N. 
D.)  405 

2.  The  acts  of  a  detective  who  apparently 
assists  in  a  burglary  for  the  purpose  of  se- 
curing evidence  of  the  same  and  other  of- 
fenses are  not  to  be  imputed  to  the  crim 
«9  L.  R,  A. 


inal,  as  they  are  not  acting  in  a  common 
purpose.  Nevertheless,  if  the  offense  is  com- 
mittod  by  the  person  charged,  as  to  every 
element  thereof,  he  may  be  found  guilty, 
notwithstanding  the  (Complicity  of  the  de- 
tective. Id. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  owner  of  a  building 
to  whom  a  detective  disclosed  that  it  was 
probably  about  to  be  burglarized  by  a  per- 
son named,  with  the  feigned  assistance  of 
himself,  acting  for  the  purpose  of  securing 
evidence  of  the  intended  burglary  and 
other  crimes,  did  not  take  steps  to  prevent 
the  burglary,  but  passively  allowed  it  to 
go  on,  is  not  a  consent  to  the  burglary  that 
will  be  a  defense  to  the  burglar.  Id. 
Keoessity  of  Indictment. 

4.  Indictment  by  a  grand  jury  is  not  nec- 
essary to  due  process  of  law,  so  as  to  pre- 
clude the  institution  of  a  criminal  prose- 
cution by  information.  State  v.  Gugliel- 
mo   (Or.)  '  466 

5.  Under  a  constitutional  provision  for 
the  constitution  of  a  grand  jury,  which 
empowers  the  legislature  to  modify  or  abol- 
ish it,  provision  may  be  made  for  the  in- 
stitution of  criminal  proceedings  by  in- 
formation without  the  entire  abolition  of 
the  grand  jury.  Id. 
Extent  of  pnnisbment. 

6.  Where  a  statute  prescribes  a  fine  as 
the  punishment  for  giving  liquor  to  minors, 
the  court  has  no  authority  to  impose  im- 
prisonment therefor.  Pressly  t.  State 
(Tenn.)  291 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

See  also  Triai.. 

Criminal  law;  proceedings  before  grand 
jury  as  part  of  prosecution;  what  consti- 
tutes an  attempt  to  commit  crime;  solici- 
tation as  attempt;  offer  by  public  officer  to 
receive  bribe  as  criminal  offense.  176 

Statute  providing  that,  if  jurisdiction  of 
offense  be  in  two  counties,  accused  shall  be 
tried  in  county  where  first  arrested.        271 

Criminal  liability  where  crime  is  insti- 
gated by  detective  and  consented  to  by  party 
injured.  406 

Criminal  liability  for  violation  of  statute 
without  wrongful  intent.  669 

Right  to  institute  criminal  prosecution 
by  information ;  right  of  one  to  preliminary 
examination  before  prosecution  for  crime; 
necessity  that  prosecution  be  instituted  by 
district  attorney;  necessity  that  indictment 
be  signed  by  district  attorney;  power  of  at- 
torney gonernl  at  common  law  to  file  crim- 
inal infonnation  ex  officio  in  case  oi  felony; 
necessity  that  information  be  verified  by 
affidavit;  sufficiency  of  signing  of  name  of 
district  attorney  by  his  deputy.  467 
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CXJRTE8T. 

1.  A  fee-simple  estate  is  vested  in  a 
woman  by  a  deed  to  her  and  her  bodylieirs, 
in  which  her  husband  is  entitled  to  curtesy, 
although  the  grant  is  expressly  made  free 
from  his  debts  and  liabilities.  Bingham  v. 
Weller  (Tenn.)  370 

2.  A  man  is  deprived  of  his  curtesy  in- 
terest in  land  by  conveying  it  to  his  wife  to 
her  sole,  separate,  and  exclusive  use,  free 
and  discharged  from  all  his  control  and  lia- 
bilities. Id. 

CUSTOM. 

To  Search  Prisoners,  Exclusion  of  Ev- 
idence as  to,  see  Evidence,  24. 

Of  Commission  Merchants,  see  Fag- 
tors,  2. 

^8  to  who  Shall  Furnish  Scaffolding; 
Effect  of  Servant's  Knowledge  of, 
see  Master  and  Servant,  7. 

DAMAGES. 

Reversal    for    Excessiveness,    see    Ap- 
peal and  Error,  18. 
Conflict  of  Laws  as  to,  see  Confuct 

OF  l^AWS,   1. 

Burden  of  Proof  as  to,  see  Evidence,  7. 

Duty  to  keep  dcwn  damages. 

1.  It  is  the  duty  of  the  injured  party, 
when  a  contract  is  broken,  to  minimize  the 
loss  and  injury,  when  it  is  practicable  to 
do  so  by  a  reasonable  outlay  of  money;  but 
such  outlay  is  to  be  allowed  him  as  a  part 
of  his  damages.  Griffith  v.  Bla<ckwater 
Bpom  A  L.  Co.  (W.  Va.)  124 
Nominal  damasks. 

2.  In  an  action  on  contract  for  breach  of 
covenant  to  convey  real  estate  with  war- 
ranty of  title,  where  the  vendor's  title  is 
defective,  only  nominal  damages  can  be  re- 
covered. Gerbert  v.  Congregation  of  the 
Sons  of  Abraham  (N.  J.  Err.  &  App.)  764 
On  oontraetfl. 

Recovery  for  Improvements  on  Breach 
of  Covenant,  see  Improvements. 

3.  When  a  contractor,  by  reason  of  the 
termination  of  a  partly  executed  contract, 
is  entitled  to  compensation  for  services  and 
outlay,  part  of  which  have  been  made  in 
effecting  permanent  improvements,  the  serv- 
ice and  expenditures  relating  to  such  im- 
provements are  not  apportioned  between  the 
executed  and  unexecuted  parts  of  the  con- 
tract. Griffith  V.  Blackwater  Boom  &  L. 
Co.   (W.  Va.)  1.24 

4.  A  contractor  who,  in  the  prosecution 
of  work  under  liis  contract  for  cutting  logs 
and  hauling  and  driving  them  to  a  mill  by 
means  of  a  railroad,  tramroads.  and  booms 
and  dams  in  a  river,  constructed  by  him  for 
the  purpose,  puts  in  timber  to  the  same 
tiO  L.  B.  A. 


mill,  by  means  of  the  same  improveinent«, 
for  others,  not  keeping  separate  accounts  of 
the  expenditures,  may  be  allowed,  upon  an 
inquiry  as  to  the  amount  necessary  to  com- 
pensate him  for  his  services  and  outlay. 
when  he  has  been  prevented  from  complet- 
ing his  contract,  to  charge  up  his  entire 
outlay  on  all  the  work  done,  and  credit  all 
sums  received  on  account  thereof,  when  it 
is  shown  that  all  the  work  was  profitable  so 
far  as  executed,  and  that  the  accounts  can- 
not be  separated.  Td. 

5.  To  entitle  an  employee  to  damage^ 
against  his  employer  for  breach  of  the  con- 
tract by  disposing  of  all  his  property  so 
that  no  more  services  could  be  rendered,  be 
must  show  that  he  has  not  been  able  to  earn 
an  equal  amount  elsewhere.  Busell  Trim- 
mer Co.  V.  Coburn  (Mass.)  821 

6.  The  rental  value  of  the  premises  dur- 
ing the  possession  of  the  vendee  must  be 
deducted  from  his  recovery  for  breach  of  a 
covenant  of  seisin,  which  is  made  by  an 
outstanding  contingent  remainder,  wher<» 
his  deed  gave  him  at  least  a  life  estate,  and 
the  life  tenancy  has  continued  so  as  to  pre- 
clude the  remainder-men  from  demanding 
rents  for  any  part-  of  the  time.  Brannoo 
V.  Curtis   (Tenn.)  760 

7.  In  an  action  on  a  contract  to  convey 
unimproved  land  with  warranty  of  title,  to 
recover  damages  for  failure  to  convey,  the 
vendor's  title  proving  defective,  the  value 
of  buildings  placed  on  the  land  by  the  ven- 
dee, without  the  request  of  the  vendor,  be- 
fore the  time  fixed  for  conveyance  has  ar- 
rived, cannot  be  recovered  by  the  vendee 
Gerbert  v.  Congregation  of  the  Sons  of 
Abraham  (N.  J.  Err.  A  App.)  764 
In  admiralty;  diTislon  of  daaaaces. 

8.  Negligently  sitting  within  the  bight  of 
a  hawser  which  is  subject  to  strain  will 
bring  one  within  the  admiralty  rule  of  ap- 
portionment of  damages  in  case  both  parties 
are  in  fault,  where,  by  reason  of  the  negli- 
gence of  the  vessel,  the  strain  is  put  upoo 
the  line  in  such  a  way  that  the  bitt  around 
which  it  runs  gives  way  and  he  is  thrown 
overboard  by  the  sweeping  forward  of  the 
line.  Steam  Dredge  No.  1  (C.  C.  App.  l«t 
C.)  2».1 
For  personal  injuries. 

See  also  supra,  8;  infra,  13. 

9.  Damages  for  future  suffering  because 
of  a  negligent  injury  may  be  allowed  where 
plaintiff  is  still  suffering  at  the  time  of 
trial,  and  experts  testify  that  the  in  jury 
will  probably  be  permanent.  Cotant  v. 
Boone  Suburban  R.  Co.  (Iowa)  9«2 
For   deceit. 

10.  In  an  action  to  recover  damages  for 
fraudulent    representations    by    which    th*» 
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plaintiff  was  induced  to  exchange  real 
property  for  stock  in  a  corporation,  the 
measure  of  recovery,  in  the  absence  of  a 
claim  for  special  or  exemplary  damages,  is 
the  difference  in  value  between  what  was 
received  or  parted  with,  as  the  case  may  be, 
and  what  would  have  been  received  or  part- 
ed with,  had  the  representations  been  true, 
where  he  affirmed  the  contract  after  discov- 
ering the  deceit.     Beare  v.  Wright  (N.  D.) 

409 
Ib  condemnation  prooeedinga. 

11.  A  state  statute  acquiescing  in  an  at- 
tempt by  the  Federal  governraen^^' to  ac- 
quire land  within  the  state  for  the  use  of 
such  government  does  not  entitle  the  gov- 
ernment to  employ  the  local  rule  of  dam- 
ages as  the  measure  of  its  liability  for  prop- 
erty taken.  Nahant  v.  United  States  (C. 
C.  App.  l8t  C.)  7?3 
Mental  ansvisli- 

12.  Mere  disappointment  and  regret  are 
not  included  in  the  rule  allowing  damages 
for  mental  anguish  upon  failure  of  a  tele- 
graph company  promptly  to  deliver  a  death 
message.  Hancock  v.  Western  IT.  Teleg. 
Co.   (N.  O.)  403 

13.  Physical  and  mental  suffering  aris- 
ing out  of  a  personal  injury  may  be  taken 
into  consideration  in  establishing  damages. 
Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  ft  St.  L.  R.  Oo.  v.  Mont- 
gomery (Ind.)  876 
PnnltiTo  damacres. 

Necessity    of    Allegations    as    to,    see 
Pleading,  6. 

14.  Punitive  damages  may  be  allowed  for 
the  cutting  of  trees  upon  the  sidewalk  for 
the  accommodation  of  electric-light  wires, 
in  entire  disregard  of  the  rights  of  the 
abutting  owner,  and  against  his  protest. 
Brown  v.  Asheville  Electric  Co.    (N.  C.) 

631 

Notes  aitd  Briefs. 

Damages;  exemplary;  verdict  for,  not 
set  aside  unless  grossly  excessive.  120 

For  mental  anguish  in  tel^raph  cases; 
disappointment  and  regret  not  included  in. 

403 

Measure  of,  for  fraudulent  representa- 
tions. 409 

^or  loss  of  hand;  what  deemed  excessive. 

709 

For  breach  of  covenant  as  to  title  in  con- 
tract for  sale  of  real  estate;  where  vendee 
has  placed  improvements  on  property.     761 

DEATH. 

Bank    Paying   Money    out   of    Deposit- 
or's Account  After,  see  Banks,  6. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


Notes  ai7d  Bbiefs. 

Death;  statutory  right  of  action  for: 
strict  construction  of.  706 

DECEIT. 

See  Fbaud. 

DEEDS. 

Setting  aside  in  Equiiy,  see  Con- 
tracts, 4. 

Interest  Passing  by  Deed  to  Woman 
and  Her  Bodily  Heirs,  see  Cur- 
test,  1. 

Delivery. 

Parol  Evidence  of,  see  Evidence,  12,  13. 
See  also  Escrow. 

1.  Even  though  a  valid  delivery  of  a 
deed  had  not  been  made  at  the  time  of  its 
execution,  still  the  grantor  may,  after  he 
has  acquired  complete  knowledge  of  the 
facts  of  the  transaction,  ratify  the  wrong- 
ful taking  of  the  deed  by  the  grantee,  and 
thereby  perfect  the  title.  Whitney  v.  Dew- 
ey  (Id.)  572 

2.  The  delivery  to  the  grantee  of  a  war- 
ranty deed  executed  free  from  any ,  condi- 
tions or  qualifications  as  to  the  vesting  of 
title  is  absolute,  and  title  vests  at  once, 
although  the  delivery  is  accompanied  by  a 
contemporaneous  parol  agreement  to  the  ef- 
fect that  the  grantee  shall  form  a  corpo- 
ration and  deed  the  property  .to  such  cor- 
poration, and  thereupon  pay  the  grantor 
$1,000  cash  and  deliver  to  him  $5,000  worth 
of  first-mortgage  bonds  of  the  corporation 
secured  on  the  property  so  deeded,  and  the 
deed  is  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  grantee 
to  facilitate  such  transaction.  Id. 

3.  A  grantor  cannot,  by  warranty  deed 
absolute  on  its  face,  and  free  from  condi- 
tions or  restrictions,  convey  such  a  title  to 
his  grantee  as  will  enable  the  grantee  to 
pass  a  good  title  to  a  specific  corporation, 
and  at  the  same  time  attach  such  parol 
conditions  to  the  deed  upon  its  delivery  as 
to  preclude  the  grantee  from  transferriTt|i^ 
an  equally  good  title  to  any  other  person 
or  corporation.  Id. 
Description  of  property. 

4.  A  tract  of  land  is  sufiiciently  described 
in  a  deed  by  referring  to  it  by  the  number 
of  its  government  patent,  in  which  it  is 
definitely  described.  Wheeler  v.  Clark 
(Tenn.)  732 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Deed;  how  question  whether  deed  passes 
title  determined;  delivery  of  deed  to 
grantee  as  an  escrow;  right  to  show  that 
deed  absolute  on  its  face  was  delivered  ia 
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escrow:  what  constitutes  complete  delivery; 
no  delivery  without  acceptance;  presump- 
tion of  acceptance  by  grantee.  573 
Conditions  in;  condition  subsequent;  re- 
version of  title  for  breach  of;  necessity  of 
re-entry  or  some  equivalent  act  to  revest 
title;  effect  of  acceptance  of  deed  and  pos- 
session of  land  to  bind  grantee  to  condi- 
tions; necessity  of  demand  of  performance 
of  condition;  waiver  of  condition;  effect  of 
breach  toUowed  by  re-entry  on  intcrthedi- 
ate  rights  acquired  by  third  parties;  strict 
construction  of  condition;  grantor  only  en- 
titled to  take  advantage  of  breach ;  effect  of 
conveyance  to  third  party  before  re-entry; 
waiver  of  condition  subsequent;  by  silent 
acquiescence  in  grantee's  failure  to  per- 
form.                                                            840 

DEFElfSE. 

Discharge  in  Bankruptcy  of  Individ- 
ual Partner,  in  Action  against 
Firm,  see  Bankhuptct,  8. 

To  Note,  see  Bills  and  Notes,  2-4. 

Apparent  Co-operation  in  Burglary, 
see  Cbiatinal  Law,  1-3. 

In  Action  for  Replevin,  see  Replevin, 
7. 

Availability  of  Defense  that  Statute  is 
Unconstitutional  as  to  Other  Cor- 
porations, see  Statutes,  1. 

DEFimnoK. 

Established     Business.    See    Eicinent 

DoicAiN,  13. 
Gross     Negligence.    See     Negligence, 

2. 
Legatee.    See  Insurance,  6. 
Relative.    See  Insurance,  4. 

DEUVERT. 

Of  Deed,  see  Deeds,  1-5;  Escrow; 
Evidence,  12,  13. 

DEMURRER. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

^  Demurrer;  filing  of,  as  waiver  of  right 
to  file  motion  to  strike  paragraphs  of  an- 
swer; motion  to  strike  as  performing  office 
of  demurrer.  969 

DEPOSIT. 

See  Banks. 

DEPUTT. 

District  Attorney;  Notice  of  Appoint- 
ment of,  see  Evidence,  3. 

Of  District  Attorney;  Signing  of  In- 
formation by,  see  Indictkent 
AND  Information,  2-4. 

Of  District   Attorney:    Oath   to   Infor- 
mation   by,    see    Indictment    and 
Information,  7. 
ao  L.  R.  A. 


DERRICK. 

Proximate  Cause  of  Injury  by  Fall  of 
Derrick,  see  PBoaaacATB  Cause,  3. 

DETECTIVE. 

Apparent  Co-operation  by,  in  Burg- 
lary, see  Criminal  Law,  1-3. 

DIRECTION  OF  VERDICT. 

See  Trial,  20. 

DISCHARGE. 

In  Bankruptcy,  see  BANKKoncT,  7,  8. 

DI8CRIMIHATIOK. 

By  Carrier,  see  Carriers,  11-14. 
Against    Nonresidents,  see    CdNsnnj- 

tional  Law,  7. 
In   Ordinance,   see  Munigipai,  Goifo- 

RATIONS,  2. 
In  Water  Rates,  see  Watbis,  3-5. 

DI8MI88AX.. 

Of  A^ion,  see  Action  or  Son,  3. 

DISTRICT     ATTORHET. 

Judicial  Notice  of  App<»Btment  of 
Deputy,  see  Evidengb,  3. 

Signing  of  Information  by  Deputy,  see 
Indictment  and  Information, 
2-4. 

Oath   to   Information  by,  see  Indict^ 

MENT    AND    InTORMATION^    7. 

DIVIDENDS. 

Rights  of  Life  Tenant  as  to,  see  Un 
Tenants,  3-6. 

DIVORCE. 

Power  of  Courts  over  Land  in  Other 
State,  in  Action  for,  see  Ooi'RTS, 
3. 
I  Condonation  of  Adultery  as  Justifica- 
tion for  Filing  Bill  to  Review  De- 
cree for,  see  Review,  3. 

As  Revocation  or  liapse  of  Lejjacy  to 
Wife,  see  Wills,  3,  4. 

Sufficiency  of  Service  on  Defendant  in 
Suit  for,  see  Writ  and  Process. 

See  also  Husband  and  Wife,  Nofes 
AND  Bbiefs. 

DOCUMENTART  EVIDENCE. 

See   Evidence,   8-11. 

DOBflCU*. 

The  temporary  absence  from  the  state  of 
one  domiciled  there  will  not  be  held  a 
change  of  residence,  unless  to  the  factum 
of  residence  elsewltere  be  added  the  animut 
manendi;  for  a  domicil,  having  once  been 
acquired,  continues  until  a  new  one  is 
actually  acquired  animo  et  facto.  Watkiii 
son  V.  Watkinson  (N.  J.  Err.  A  App.)     :>?'7 
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Notes  and  Briefs. 

Doinicil;    Vrhat    necessary    to    constitute 
change  of.  397 

DONATKMf. 

To  Aid  in  Construction  of  Public 
KoadB,    see   A'ppropriations. 

DRAFTS. 

Payment  on  Forged  Draft,  see  Banks, 
3-«. 

DRAINS  AKD  SEWERS. 

Discrimination  against  Nonresidents 
as  to,  see  Constitutional  Law, 
7. 

Due  Process  in  Assessment  for  Clean- 
ing out  Drainage  Ditch,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  9. 

Statute  for  Cleaning  Drains  as  Tak- 
ing of  Private  Property  for  Pub- 
lic Use,  see  Eminent  Domain,  8. 

Requiring  Connection  of  Gutters  and 
Water  Spouts  on  Buildings  with 
Diuinage  System,  see  Waters,  2. 

L  The  legislature  may  constitutionally 
confer  upon  county  auditors  and  surveyors 
power  to  receive  petitions  for  the  clean- 
ing of  drainage  ditches,  and,  upon  receipt 
of  such  a  petition,  to  examine  the  ditch 
and  pass  upon  the  necessity  of  cleaning  it, 
estimate  the  expense  and  apportion  the 
cost  thereof  according  to  benefits  among 
the  landowners  along  the  line  of  the  ditch 
who  were  assessed  for  the  original  con- 
struction thereof,  and  appoint  a  day  for  a 
hearing  of  the  matter,  and  give  notice 
thereof  to  all  parties  affected  by  the  assess- 
ment, after  which  the  auditor  shall  enter 
upon  a  journal  the  assessmentn,  as  ap- 
proved by  him,  and  plaice  such  assessment 
upon  the  duplicate  against  the  land  upon 
which  they  are  assessed.  Taylor  v.  Craw- 
ford   (Ohio)  805 

2.  That  no  discretion  to  determine 
whether  the  improvement  is  for  the  public 
health,  convenience,  or  welfare  is  vested 
in  any  officer  or  tribunal  by  a  statute  pro- 
viding for  the  cleaning  and  repair  of  drain- 
age ditches,  and  the  assessment  of  the  cost 
thereof  upon  the  parties  who  were 
assessed  for  the  original  construction  of 
each  ditch,  does  not  render  it  unconstitu- 
tional, since  all  questions  as  to  the  public 
health,  convenienioe,  and  welfare  must  have 
been  settled  by  the  original  proceedings  for 
the  establishment  of  the  ditch.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Drains  sjid  ditches;  maintenance  of 
drainage  ditd^s.  805 

69  L.  R.  A. 


DRUNKENNESS. 

Effect  of,  on  Degree  of  Care  Required, 
see  Negligence,  7. 

DUE  PROCESS  OF  I«AW. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  &-10. 

EASEMENTS. 

Distinction   between    License   and,   see 
License. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Easements;  creation  by  paroL  568 

As  property.  723 

ELECTION  OF  REHEDIES. 

See  Action  or  Suit,  1,  2. 

EI.ECTRICAL    USES     AND     APPLI- 
ANCES. 

Authority  to  Erect,   in  Highway,   see 
Highways,  1,  2. 

ELECTRIC   RAILWAYS. 

See  Street  Railways. 


Notes  and  Briefs. 
Embezzlement;  what  constitutes.  701 

ElONENT  DOIEAIN. 

Railroad  Company's  Right  to  Continue 
to  Enjoy  Property  after  Forfeit- 
ure for  Breach  of  Condition  Sub- 
sequent, see  Real  Property,  8. 

L  The  doctrine  that,  if  a  railroad  com- 
pany takes  possession  of  land  for  a  public 
way,  the  owner  thereof  not  objecting,  the 
latter  will  be  presumed  to  have  consented 
thereto,  and  impliedly  agreed  to  accept  a 
just  compensation  therefor,  and  consented 
to  rely  upon  the  statutory  method  of  ob- 
taining the  same,  has  no  application  to  a 
case  where  the  rights  of  the  parties  are 
defined  by  a  written  instrument.  Magin- 
nis  V.  Knickerbocker  Ice  Co.  (Wis.)  833 
Wliat  may  be  taken. 

2.  The  right  to  finh  in  an  inland  lake  in 
New  Jersey  cannot  be  separated  from  the 
ownership  of  the  lake,  and  taken  under 
the  power  of  eminent  domain.  Albright  v. 
Sussex  County  L.  &  P.  Com.  (N.  J.  Err.  & 
App.)  768 
For  "wliat  purpose. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  3. 

3.  The  establishment  of  a  railroad  as 
a  purely  private  enterprise  cannot  be 
legitimately  aided  by  the  power  of  eminent 
domain.  Maginnis  v.  Knickerbocker  Ice 
Co.   (Wis.)  833 

4.  The  legislature  may  authorize  a  mu- 
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nicipal  corporation  to  condemn  for  park 
purposes  and  boulevard  land  near  to,  but 
outside  of,  its  corporate  limits.  Memphis 
V.  Hastings  (Tenn.)  750 

5.  The  condemnation  of  land  for  a  boule- 
vard connecting  public  parks  is  not  unlaw- 
ful on  the  ground  that  it  is  for  mere  con- 
venience or  pleasure,  not  for  necessity.  Id. 
WHat  constitutes  m  taking. 

G.  Forbidding  the  use  of  land  near  a 
park  or  park  way  for  advertising  purposes 
amounts  to  a  taking  of  it  for  public  use, 
for  which  compensation  must  be  made. 
Com.  V.  Boston  Advertising  Co.    (Mass.) 

817 

7.  The  wharfage  and  reclamation  rights 
of  the  owner  of  land  on  a  cove  leading  off 
from  a  river  are  not  destroyed  or  impaired 
by  the  construction  of  an  embankment 
across  the  mouth  of  the  cove.  Richards  v. 
New  York,  N.  H.  ft  H.  R.  Co.  (Conn.)    929 

8.  A  statute  providing  for  the  cleaning 
of  drainage  ditches  and  the  assessment  of 
the  cost  thereof,  according  to  benefits,  upon 
the  parties  along  its  line  who  were  assessed 
for  the  cost  of  its  original  construction, 
does  not  take  private  property  for  public 
use  without  compensation,  since  the  prop- 
erty occupied  by  the  ditch  was  taken  by 
its  original  construction,  when  the  parties 
along  its  line  whose  lands  were  taken  had 
ample  opportunity  to  obtain  compensation. 
Taylor  v.  Crawford  (Ohio)  805 
Rislit  to  compensation. 

Applying   Local    Rule   of   Damages    in 
Federal    Court,   see   Damaqes.n  11. 

9.  An  amendment  to  a  city  charter  au- 
thorizing the  condemnation  of  land  out- 
side the  city  limits  for  park  purposes  is 
not  invalid  for  not  providing  compensa- 
tion to  the  owner  of  the  land  taken,  where 
it  provides  that  the  proceedings  for  the 
exercise  of  the  power  of  condemnation  shall 
be  the  same  as  that  now  provided  by  law 
for  the  taking  of  private  property  for  pub- 
lic use,  and  the  charter  of  the  city  incorpo- 
rates within  itself  the  general  condemna- 
tion statutes  of  the  state.  Memphis  v. 
flaatings    (Tenn.)  750 

10.  The  statutory  right  to  have  damages 
for  land  the  fee  of  which  is  taken  for  pub- 
lic use  assessed  and  pnid  in  money  is  a 
substantial  right  which,  after  the  proceed- 
ings have  progressed  so  far  that  the  fee 
has  passed,  cannot  be  impaired  by  the  pas- 
sage of  a  statute  authorizing  the  abandon- 
ment of  the  land,  and  directing  that  the 
fee  shall  revest  in  the  former  owner,  and 
the  fact  thereof  be  considered  in  reduction 
of  the  damages  to  be  awarded.  Hellen  v. 
Medford    (Mass.)  314 

11.  Waiver  of  the  right  to  have  the 
«l)  L.  R.  A. 


whole  damages  for  land  the  fee  of  which  b 
taken  for  public  use  assessed  and  paid  in 
money  will  be  effected  by  the  agreement 
of  the  former  owner  of  the  land  that,  if  the 
proceedings  are  abandoned  for  his  benefit, 
and  the  title  revested  in  him,  his  damages 
will  be  very  light,  if  any.  Id. 

12.  No  recovery  can  be  had  by  the  owner 
of  land  on  a  eove  leading  off  from  a  river 
for  interference  with  his  right  of  access 
from  his  land  to  the  river  by  the  construc- 
tion of  a  railroad  track  across  the  mouth 
of  the  cove,  where  the  access  is  not  en- 
tirely cut  off,  and,  because  of  the  limited 
extent  of  the  cove,  and  the  shallowness  of 
its  waters,  the  right  is  not  essentially  im- 
paired. Richards  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  & 
H.  R.  Co.    (Conn.)  929 

13.  A  farmer  who  supports  his  family 
from  the  products  of  the  farm,  and  for 
many  years  has  sold  his  surplus  in  a  neigh- 
boring town,  has  an  established  business 
within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  authoriz- 
ing the  construction  of  a  water-supply 
reservoir  upon  the  site  of  the  town,  and 
providing  compensation  for  any  estab- 
lished business  thereby  destroyed,  although 
he  has  no  regular  route  or  customers,  or 
anything  in  the  nature  of  good  will.  Allen 
V.  Com.   (Mass.)  599 

14.  The  value  of  sewer  and  water  pipes 
owned  by  a  municipal  corporation,  and 
laid  under  streets  which  are  taken  by  the 
Federal  government  under  its  power  of 
eminent  domain  for  an  entirely  different 
use,  must  be  paid  to  the  municipality. 
Nahant  v.  United  States  (0.  C.  App.  Ist 
C.)  723 

Notes  aitd  Briefs. 

Eminent  domain;  vested  right  of  party 
to  have  damages  for  land  taken  for  public 
use  paid  in  money;  validity  of  statute 
authorizing  abandonment,  and  directing 
fee  to  revest  in  former  owner;  right  to  ob- 
tain market  value  of  land  taken.  314 

Statute  providing  compensation  for  in- 
jury to  established  business;  what  consti- 
tutes "business."  ,599 

Power  of,  inherent  in  United  States; 
taking  city  property  by:  right  of  city  to 
compensation  for;  easement  as  property 
for  which  compensation  may  be  claimed; 
recovery  of  value  of  sewer  and  water  pipw 
in  city  street  taken  by  Federal  govern* 
ment.  723 

Power  of  municipalities  to  take  prop- 
erty by;  right  to  compensation  therefor; 
condemning  land  for  parks  and  park  ways. 

750 
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Right  to  take  land  under,  for  private 
railroad.  .  844 

JSMPIiOYERS*  LIABII.ITT  ACT. 

See  Marteb  and  Servant,  19-24. 

CNCUMBRAKCE. 

Right  to  Open  Highways  over  Prop- 
erty as,  see  Vendor  and  Pur- 
chaser. 4. 

XQUAI.      PROTECTION       OF       THE 

ui.iiinsi. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  4-7. 

EQUITT. 

1.  The  adequate  remedy  at  law  which 
will  deprive  a  court  of  equity  of  jurisdic- 
tion must  be  a  remedy  as  certain,  com- 
plete, prompt,  and  efficient  to  attain  the 
ends  of  justice  as  the  remedy  in  equity. 
Williams. V.  Neely  (C.  C.  App.*8th  0.)    232 

2.  If  a  person  conveys  property  to  an- 
other, coupled  with  a  condition  the  breach 
of  which  will,  if  taken  advantage  of,  cause 
Ihe  title  to  revert  to  him,  the  condition 
l»f.ing  to  secure  the  payment  of  money,  or 
the  performance  of  an  obligation  thebreac^ 
of  which  can  be  fairly  measured  in  money 
by  some  established  rule,  the  particular 
thing  to  be  done,  or  the  particular  time  of 
the  doing  thereof,  not  being  made  essen- 
tial and  of  the  very  essence  of  the  con- 
tract, under  some  circumstances  a  court 
of  equity,  by  an  arbitrary  rule  of  construc- 
tion peculiar  to  that  jurisdiction,  may 
say  the  parties  did  not  intend  the  full 
effect  of  their  language,  but  purposed  to 
have  the  condition  stand  as  security  for 
the  performance  of  the  obligation  or  the 
payment  of  an  equivalent  in  money.  Ma- 
ginnis  v,  Knickerbocker  Ice  Co.   (Wis.) 

833 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Equity;  doctrine  of  clean  hands;  juris- 
diction to  protect  property  right  in  stock 
quotations;  where  illegal  transactions  are 
permitted  to  be  conducted  in  exchange 
hall.  63 

Refusal  to  aid  either  party  to  illegal 
transaction.  91 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  over  suits  affecting 
real  property  in  another  state  or  country: — 
(I.)  In  general;  jurisdiction  limited  to  suits 
in  personam;  (IT.)  conditions  of  jurisdic- 
tion: (o)  necessity  of  proper  case  for  equit- 
able intervention  ;  (h)  ability  to  grant  ef- 
fective relief  by  a  decree  in  personam  the 
criterion  of  jurisdiction:  (c)  nonreaidence 
of  defendant  as  affecting  jurisdiction;  id) 
<liscretion  as  to  exercising  jurisdiction; 
(III.)  particular  subjects  of  jurisdiction: 
69  L.  R.  A. 


(a)  creation  and  enforcement  of  trusts;  suV- 
stitution  of  trustees;  (ft)  suit  for  specific 
performance;  (c)  suit  to  remove  cloud  up- 
on title;  to  cancel  void  mortgage;  (d)  fore- 
closure of  mortgage  or  other  lien;  (c)  suit 
to  redeem;  if)  suit  to  reform  deed;  or  to 
have  deed  declared  a  mortgage;  (g)  relief 
from  fraud:  (1)  as  between  parties  or 
privies;  (2)  as  between  one  party  and 
creditors  of  the  other;  (h)  injunction;  (♦) 
accounting  and  incidental  relief  by  requi- 
sition of  conveyance ;  ij)  partition;  (fc)  ap- 
pointment of  receiver;  (I)  miscellaneous; 
(IV.)  form  of  relief;  effect  and  enforcement 
of  decree;   (V.)  summary.  673 

Equitable  relief  against  forfeiture  of  es- 
tate:— (I.)  General  rules;  (II.)  conditions 
precedent;  (III.)  forfeiture  will  be  relieved 
when  compensation  can  be  made:  (a)  in 
general;  (6)  forfeiture  to  secure  payment 
of  money:  (1)  general  rule;  (2)  grant  or 
devise  on  condition  of  support;  (3)  grant 
or  devise  on  condition  of  payment  of  money ; 
(4)  nonpayment  of  rent;  (6)  nonrenewal  of 
lease;  (6)  nonpayment  of  taxes;  (7)  fail- 
ure to  remove  encumbrance;  (IV.)  fraud, 
accident,  mistake;  (V.)  effect  of  conduct  of 
obligee;  (VI.)  collateral  covenants:  (a)  in 
general;  (6)  failure  to  improve  or  repair; 
(c)  failure  to  insure;  (d)  copyholds;  (f) 
mining  leases;  (VII.)  conditions  against 
marriage;  (VIII.)  after  forfeiture  declared ; 
(IX.)  8t4itutory  forfeiture;  (X.)  statutory 
jurisdiction.  833 

Jurisdiction  of  action  to  enforce  forfeiture' 
of  estate ;  of  action  to  remove  cloud  on  title 
by    canceling    conveyance    after    condition 
broken.  '  840 

Jurisdiction  to  relieve  from  forfeiture  of 
estate.  868 

Refusal  to  take  charge  of  and  administer 
trust  when  properly  administered  by  trus- 
tee. 921 

ESCROW. 

Parol  Evidence  as  to,  see  Evidence,  13. 

A  deed  absolute  on  its  face  cannot  be  de- 
livered to  the  grantee  therein  named,  to  be 
by  him  held  in  escrow ;  and  a  delivery  which 
purports  to  be  such  will  operate  as  absolute 
and  freed  from  all  parol  con'litions,  and 
title  will  vest  at  once.  Whitnev  v.  Dewev 
(Id.)  '  672 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Escrow;  delivery  of  deed  to  grantee  as  an 
escrow.  673 

ESTABLISHED  BUSINESS. 

What    Constitutes,    see    Eminent   Do- 
main, 13. 
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ESTOPPEIf 

Of  Dppoaitor  to  Hold  Bank  Liable  aft^r 
Payment  to  Unauthorized  Person, 
see  6a:tks,  8. 

Of  Corporation,  see  Cobporattoxs,  3. 

By  Jud^rment;  Burden  of  Proof  as  to, 
see  EviDKNCE,  4,  5. 

By  Prior  Jud^niont;  Admissibitity  of 
Evidence  in  Opposition  to  Plea  of, 
see  EviDEivcE,  22. 

Of  Insurance  Company,  see  Ixsubance, 
6. 

Of  Beneficiary  of  Condition  in  Convey- 
ance of  Land,  see  Real  Propebty. 
3. 

As  Basis  of  Waiver,  see  Waiver. 

1.  One  who  consigns  grain  to  a  oomniis- 
sion  merchant  for  nale  on  commission  is  not 
estopped  to  repudiate  a  purchase  of  the 
grain  by  the  consignee  himself  unless  he 
acquiesces  therein  and  ratifies  it  after  being 
fully  informed  of  the  entire  transaction,  in- 
cluding a  subsequent  sale  at  a  profit.  State 
T.  Edwarus  (Minn.)  667 
Of  married  womaa* 

2.  A  married  woman  is  estopped  to  set  up 
the  invalidity  of  a  contract  by  hernelf  and 

-  her  husband  for  the  sale  of  their  homestead 
because  of  failure  to  comply  with  certain 
statutory  provisions,  as  a  defense  to  a  suit 
for  specific  performance,  where  the  purchaser 
has  taken  possession,  and  paid  the  purchase 
price,  and  made  valuable  improvements,  with 
the  full  knowledge  and  consent  of  the  wife. 
Grice  v.  Woodworth   (Id.)  684 

Bjr  leffal  prooeedimss. 

3.  A  plaintiff  in  replevin  who  obtains  ac- 
tual possession  of  property  seized  under  the 
writ  is  estopped  from  claiming  that  the  writ 
was  wrongfully  executed,  upon  a  proceeding 
to  assess  damages  against  him  for  seizure 
of  property  upon  which  he  had  no  rightful 
claim.  Three  States  Lumber  Co.  v.  Blanks 
(C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  283 

4.  A  plaintiff  in  replevin  who  took  into 
his  possession,  under  the  writ,  lumber  to 
which  he  was  not  entitled,  cannot  plead,  in 
defense  of  his  liability  to  return  the  prop- 
erty, that  he  had  caused  it  to  be  sold  to 
satisfy  his  own  claim  for  salvage  in  recov- 
ering and  preserving  the  property,  after  the 
vessel  on  which  it  was  stored,  while  in  his 
possession,  had  sunk.  Id. 

.').  One  filing  a  bill  for  relief  from  a  for- 
feiture, at  low,  of  a  lease,  will  not  be  heard 
to  contend  that  the  entry  of  the  landlord  was 
invalid  because  there  was  no  forfeiture. 
Gordon  v.  Richard.son   (Mass.)  867 

6.  A  decree  for  defendant  in  an  action  to 
compel  the  surrender  of  corporate  bonds  to 
a  corfKiration  which  had  succeeded  to  the 
rights  of  the  one  which  issued  them,  on 
69  L.  R.  A. 


(he  ground  that  they  had  been  wrongfidlT 
transferred  by  one  in  whose  hands  they  had 
been  placed  for  negotiation  for  the  benefit 
of  the  corporation,  will  estop  the  corporation 
plaintiff,  in  a  subsequent  suit  to  foreclod4> 
the  mortgage  by  which  the  bonds  are  secured^ 
from  setting  up  that  they  had  been  paid,  or 
that  the  present  plaintiff's  grantor  was  prei«- 
ent  when  the  corporation  that  issued  the 
bonds  transferred  its  property  to  the  pres- 
ent defendant,  and  knew  that  the  latter  un- 
derstood that  it  was  acquiring  the  property 
free  from  the  lien  of  the  mortgage,  since 
these  were  matters  which  should  have  been 
tried  in  the  former  suit.  Ruckman  v. 
Union  Ry.  (Or.)  480 

7.  One  who  purchases  mortgaged  premise^ 
subject  to  the  mortgage,  but  without  as- 
suming the  debt,  after  limitations  have  be- 
gun to  run  against  foreclosure  by  force  of  a 
stipulation  in  the  mortgage  that  failure  to 
pay  at  maturity  any  one  of  a  series  of  notes 
secured  thereby,  together  with  nonpayment 
of  taxes  due,  shall  mature  the  entire  debt, 
does  not,  by  payment  of  such  overdue  taxe»i>. 
estop  himself  from  pleading  the  statute  of 
limitations  as  a  defense  to  an  action  to 
foreclose  the  mortgage.  Snyder  v.  Miller 
(Kan.)  250 

Notes  and  Bkiets. 

Estoppel;  of  insurance  company  to  claim 
forfeiture  of  policy  for  nonpayment  of  pre- 
mium by  retaining  and  attempting  to  col- 
lect overdue  premium  note.  264 

Of  one  advising  another  to  purchase  prop- 
erty without  mentioning  lien,  to  assert  lien. 

481 

To  assert  secret  equities.  675 

To  dispute  validity  of  sale  after  accepting 
benefits;  of  married  woman  by  fraudulent 
acts.  585 

To  claim  ownership  of  material;  as  mixed 
question  of  law  and  fact.  900 

EVIDEHCE. 

Of  Title  of   Plaintiff  in  Replevin.  j»ee 
Replevin,  1,  2. 
Judicial  notice. 

Of  Proceedings  by  Legislature  for  Ex- 
pulsion of  Member,  see  Leqisx.a- 
TURE,  5. 

1.  The  court  will  take  judicial  notice  of 
the  fact  that  many  automobile  may  be 
driven  at  a  speed  of  at  least  40  miles  per 
hour.     People  v.  Schneider  (Mich.)  345 

2.  The  district  court  of  any  county  is 
obliged  to  take  judicial  notice  of  an  execu- 
tive order  upon  the  attorney  general  to  ap- 
pear and  prosecute  criminal  proceedings 
there;  and  such  authoritv  need  not  be  ex- 
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pressed  on  the  face  of  an  indictment  which 
he  signs.    State  v.  Bowles  (Kan.)  176 

3.  Proof  of  the  appointment  of  a  deputy 
district  attorney  who  signed  an  informa- 
tion is  not  necessary  to  render  it  valid,  since 
the  court  is  presumed  to  be  cognizant  of  such 
a])pointment  and  of  the  powers  of  the  ap- 
pointee. State  V.  Guglielmo  (Or.)  466 
Burden  of  proof. 

4.  The  burden  of  proof  is  upon  a  party 
pleading  a  judgment  as  an  estoppel  to  sus- 
tain the  plea  by  showing  that  the  particu- 
lar matter  in  controversy  was  necessarily  or 
actually  determined  in  the  former  litigation. 
Draper  v.  Medlock   (Ga.)  483 

5.  One  who  pleads  a  judgment  as  an  es- 
toppel must  prove  that  the  particular  matter 
in  controversy  was  actually  decided  in  the 
former  litigation  in  accordance  with  his  con- 
tention, where  it  appears  from  the  record 
tliat  several  issues  were  involved  in  the 
former  litigation,  and  the  verdict  and  judg- 
ment do  not  clearly  show  that  this  particu- 
lar issue  was  then  decided.  Id. 

6.  One  charging  that  water  rates  imposed 
upon  his  property  are  unreasonable  has  the 
burden  of  establishing  that  fact.  Souther 
▼.  Gloucester  (Mass.)  309 

7.  One  claiming  damages  for  delay  in  the 
preparations  for  interment  of  his  relative  be- 
cause of  failure  promptly  to  deliver  a  tele- 
^am  has  the  burden  of  showing  that  the 
preparations  would  have  been  made  had  the 
telegram  been  promptly  delivered,  and  such 
fact  will  not  be  presumed.  Hancock  v. 
"Western  U.  Teleg.  Co.  (N.  C.)  403 
Hoemnentary  oTldeace. 

8.  A  signed  but  undelivered  lease  may  be 
given  in  evidence  to  show  an  agreement  upon 
the  details  of  a  lease  pursuant  to  the  terms 
of  a  previously  signed  memorandum  in  writ- 
ing of  an  oral  agreement  for  a  lease,  in  or- 
der thereby  to  establish  that  the  two  writ- 
ings, taken  together,  show  a  completed  agree- 
ment upon  the  terms  of  the  lease  so  as  to 
satisfy  the  statute  of  frauds.  Charlton  v. 
Columbia  Real  Estate  Co.  (N.  J.  Err.  & 
App.)  394 

9.  After  a  memorandum  book  has  been  in- 
troduced in  evidence  without  objection  no 
obejction  will  lie  to  its  use  as  evidence,  or 
to  a  witness  using  it  as  a  basis  for  the  facts 
to  which  he  testifies,  on  the  ground  that  he 
did  not  make  the  entries.  Manchester  As- 
sur.  Co.  V.  Oregon  R.  &  Nav.  Co.  (Ore.)  475 

10.  If  the  memoranda  of  inspection  of 
engines  prepared  by  the  men  in  charge  of 
that  work  and  filed  in  the  office  of  the  rail- 
road company  have  been  lost,  and  the  facts 
with  regard  to  the  inspection  forgotten  by 
them,  such  facts  may  be  proved  by  the  intro- 
duction in  evidence  of  a  transcript  of  such 
69  li.  R.  A. 


memoranda,  entered  by  the  proper  clerk  in 
a  book  kept  for  that  purpose,  accompanied 
by  his  testimony  and  that  of  the  inspectors, 
showing  that  inspections  were  made  and 
properly  entered  in  the  book.  Id. 

11.  The  record  of  a  prior  conviction  of 
theft,  based  upon  a  plea  of  guilty,  is  admis- 
sible in  a  prosecution  for  burglary,  where 
the  taking  alleged  in  both  cases  is  the  same. 
Beason  v.  State  (Tex.  Crira.  App.)  193 

Parol  OTidence. 

12.  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show 
delivery  of  a  deed.    Whitney  v.  Dewey  (Id.) 

572 

13.  Parol  evidence  is  inadmissable  to  show 
that  a  deed  delivered  to  the  grantee  and  ab- 
solute on  its  face  shall  take  effect  only  upon 
the  performance  of  some  condition  or  the 
happening  of  some  contingency  unexpressed 
therein.  Id. 

14.  Parol  evidence  cannot  be  introduced  to 
prove  a  warranty  that  a  machine  will  do 
particular  work  as  rapidly  or  economically 
as  some  other  specified  machine,  where  the 
written  contract  of  sale  is  silent  on  the  sub- 
ject. Davis  Calyx  Drill  Co,  v.  Mallory  (C. 
C.  App.  8th  C.)  973 

15.  Parol  evidence  is  admissible  to  show 
that  the  one  who  signed  a  memorandum  for 
the  sale  of  goods  necessary  to  satisfy  the 
statute  of  frauds  acted  as  agent  for  the  one 
who  is  seeking  to  enforce  the  contract,  so 
as  to  permit  him  to  maintain  the  actign. 
Usher  v.  Daniels  (N.  H.)  629 
Confeiiions. 

16.  That  accused  was  not  admonished  does 
not  destroy  the  effect  of  a  judicial  confession 
in  the  nature  of  a  plea  of  guilty  in  a  prose- 
cution for  a  misdemeanor.  Beason  y.  8tate 
(Tex.  Crim.  App.)  193 

Reo  seota. 

17.  Admissions  by  a  servant  who  has  com- 
if)itted  a  trespass,  made  a  day  after  the  tres- 
pass and  only  remotely  connected  therewith, 
are  not  admissible  in  evidence  as  a  part  of 
the  res  gestcp.    Clancy  v.  Barker  (Neb.)  642 

18.  Evidence  of  expressions  of  pain  and 
sufTering,  made  by  an  injured  person  at  the 
time  of  or  shortly  after  the  injury  is  admis- 
sible as  part  of  the  res  gestw,  Rideout  v. 
Winnebago  Traction  Co.   (Wis.)  601 

19.  Declarations  of  a  train  conductor  tend- 
ing to  show  that  his  negligence  caused  an 
injury  to  an  employee  whose  hand  was 
caught  between  cars  is  admissible  as  part  of 
the  res  gestae  when  made  as  he  met  the  in- 
jured man  with  his  hand  still  bleeding,  im- 
mediately after  he  had  come  from  between 
the  cars,  and  had  walked  only  six  or  seven 
car  lengths  toward  the  engine.  Peirce  v. 
Van  Dusen  (C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  705 
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l>eolaratioii8;  tlireatf. 

20.  That  threats  made  by  one  on  trial  for 
murder  to  kill  his  victim  were  made  a  year 
or  eighteen  months  before  the  homicide  does 
not  render  evidence  of  them  inadmissible. 
State  V.  Coleman  (Mo.)  381 
Helevancy  and  materiality. 

See  also  New  Trial,  2. 

21.  Upon  trial  of  an  action  for  false  im- 
prisonment plaintiff  may  testify  that  he  felt 
humiliated  by  the  arrest.  Mumford  v.  Star- 
mont  (Mich.)  350 

22.  Evidence  offered  in  opposition  to  a 
plea  of  estoppel  by  a  prior  judgment,  which 
shows  that  in  the  former  litigation  the  par- 
ties alleged  to  be  estopped  by  the  judgment 
therein  sought  so  to  amend  their  pleading  as 
to  have  the  question  in  controversy  in  the 
subsequent  litigation  determined,  and  that 
the  court  disallowed  such  amendment,  is  ad- 
missible.   Draper  v.  Medlock  ( Ga. )  483 

23.  It  is  not  error  to  exclude  evidence,  in 
an  action  by  a  motorman  for  false  impris- 
onment for  attempting  to  run  cars  against 
the  orders  of  the  municipal  authorities,  to 
the  effect  that  plaintiff  was  subsequently 
complimented  by  his  employer  for  his  effort 
to  do  so.    Mumford  v.  Starmont  (Mich.)  350 

24.  The  exclusion  of  evidence  as  to  a  cus- 
tom to  search  prisoners  is  not  error  in  an 
action  for  wrongful  arrest,  where  plaintiff 
was  not  searched.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Evidence;  burden  of  proof  on  owners  of 
vessel  to  show  that  loss  of  life  or  sinking  of 
ship  did  not  arise  from  insufficiency  of  crew. 

72 

Burden  of  proof  to  establish  waiver  of  for- 
feiture of  insurance  policy.  279 

Action  in  admiralty  for  alleged  negligent 
injuries;  burden  of  proof  as  to  negligence 
and  freedom  from  contributory  negligence. 

293 

Presumption  of  due  care  on  part  of  per- 
son injured.  189 

Burden  of  proving  that  employee  acted 
within  scope  of  employment  in  committing 
injurj'.  645 

In  action  by  injured  employee;  burden  of 
proof  to  show  insufficiency  of  inspection  of 
appliances.  798 

Presumption  that  grantor  used  words  with 
intent  to  give  them  meaning  which  law  has 
attached  thereto.  954 

Circumstantial;  necessity  of  instruction 
as  to.  193 

Parol :  to  vary  term.s  of  written  contract ; 
to  establish  trust;  admissibility  of  declara- 
m  L.  R.  A. 


tions  of  party  against  his  title  under  deed; 
presumption  of  acceptance  of  deed.  572 

Parol;  to  establish  identity  of  sum  em- 
bodied in  note  given  for  interest  with  inter- 
est due  upon  pre-existing  debt,  and  that  it 
was  given  for  that  debt.  261 

Admissibility  of  record  of  former  con- 
viction; where  state  fails  to  show  defend- 
ant had  been  properly  admonished  before 
pleading  guilty.  194 

Of  verdict  of  coroner's  jury  in  homicide 
case;  effect,  on  competency  of  evidence  of 
threats,  of  remoteness.  382 

Admissibility  of  admissions  of  maker  of 
note  who  is  not  making  defense  against  sure- 
ty; when  not  made  in  her  hearing.  871 

Of  confession  obtained  by  direct  or  im 
plied  promise.  406 

Bight  of  witness  to  use  memoranda  to  re- 
fresh memory;  admissibility  of  book  in 
which  memoranda  have  been  entered;  evi- 
dence of  other  fires  set  by  engines  other  than 
that  causing  fire  in  question.  476 

Admissibility  of  admissions  and  declara- 
tions made  at  time  of  accident;  as  part  of 
res  geatCB,  707 

Admissibility  of  testimony  res  inter  alioM 
on  measure  of  damages.  822 

Of  custom  to  guard  shafting;  admissibil- 
ity in  action  for  injury  to  servant.  910 

EXCEPTIONS. 

Necessity  of,  see  Appeal  and  Ebbob,  7. 

EXECUTION. 

Property  Exempt  from,  see  Left  axd 
Seizure,  1,2.        • 

EXECUTORS     AND     ADMINISTRA- 
TORS. 

Conclusiveness  of  Decree  of  Probate 
Court,  see  Judgment,  2. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Executors  and  administrators;  right  off 
court  to  reject  executor  appointed  by  wiU. 

021 

EXEMPUiRT  DAMAGES. 

See  Damages,  14. 

EXEMPTIONS. 

What  Property  Exempt  from  Levy,  see 

Levy  and  Sehure. 
From  Taxation,  see  Taxes,  1. 

EXPI.OSION. 

Of  Boiler,  Master's  Liability  for  InjniX 
to  Servant  by.  see  Masteb  an* 
Servant.  3-5. 
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XXFXOaiVES. 

Prohibiting  Extensive  Storage  of,  with- 
in Limits  of  City,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  10. 

Ordinance  Regulating  Storage  of,  see 
Municipal  Cobpobations,  4. 

FACTORS. 

Estoppel  of,  see  Estoppel,  1. 
See  also  Commebce,  1. 

1.  Commission  merchants  to  whom  grain 
has  been  consigned  for  sale  on  commission 
have  no  right  to  purchase  it  themselves  after 
business  hours,  at  tlie  highest  price  of  the 
day  on  the  board  of  trade;  and  if  the^  do 
so,  and  subsequently  resell  it  at  an  advance, 
the  profit  thuis  made  inures  to  the  benefit  of 
"the  consignor.     State  v.  Edwards    (Minn.) 

667 

2.  That  a  commission  merchant  who  has 
failed  to  make  to  his  principal  such  a  report 
•of  a  sale  of  grain  consigned  to  him  as  is  re- 
<|uired  by  statute  acted  in  good  faith  and  in 
accordance  with  the  custom  of  commission 
merchants  in  that  locality  is  no  defense  to  a 
prosecution  under  the  statute,  since,  the  stat- 
ute having  made  the  sending  of  the  report  a 
positive  dutV;  his  intent  in  failing  to  do  so 
is  immaterial.  Id. 

3.  A  commission  merchant  who  himself 
purchases  a  carload  of  grain  consigned  to 
him  for  sale  on  commission,  after  close  of 
business  hours,  at  the  highest  price  of  the 
day  on  the  board  of  trade,  and  who  subse- 
quently resells  the  grain  at  an  advance,  is 
bound  to  report  to  his  principal  the  latter 
sale,  under  a  statute  requiring  commission 
merchants  to  render  a  true  statement  to  the 
consignor  within  twenty-four  hours  of  mak- 
ing a  sale,  showing  the  grain  sold,  price  re- 
ceived, name  and  address  of  purchaser,  etc.; 
And  a  report  by  the  consignee  of  the  sale 
to  himself  is  not  a  compliance  with  the  stat- 
ute. Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Factors;  statute  regulating  sales  of 
g^rain  by  commission  merchant;  interference 
with  interstate  commerce;  right  of  factor  to 
buy  grain  consigned  to  him,  and  resell  it  at 
advance;  ratification  by  principal;  criminal 
liability  for  violation  of  statute  without 
wrongful  intent.  667 

TAIR. 

Permitting  Use  of  Streets  for,  see  High- 
ways, 3,  4. 

FAI.8E  IM PBISONMENT. 

Evidence  of  Humiliation  by,  see  Evi- 
dence, 21. 

1.  The  arrest  of  a  motorman  to  abate  a 
nuisance  caused  by  the  running  of  ears  when 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  trolley  wire  is  in  such  poor  condition 
that  it  is  liable  to  come  down  to  the  injury 
of  travelers  upon  the  street  is  not  justified 
when  the  result  can  be  obtained  by  cutting 
the  feed  wires  or  removing  the  controllers 
from  the  cars.  Mumford  v.  Starmont 
(Mich.)  350 

2.  The  mayor  and  chief  of  police  of  a  city 
are  liable  in  damages  in  case  they  arrest  mo- 
tormen  of  street  cars  to  abate  a  nuisance 
caused  by  the  operation  of  cars  when  the 
trolley  wire  is  in  such  poor  condition  as  to  be 
liable  to  fall,  when  the  object  can  be  effect- 
ed by  merely  cutting  the  wires  or  removing 
the  controllers  from  the  cars.  Id. 

FEIXOW  SEBVANT8. 

See  Masteb  and  Sebvant,  14-24. 

XTBIL 

Question  for  Jury  as  to  Cause  of,  set 
Tbial,  6. 

nSHEBIES. 

Taking  Right  to  Fish  under  Power  of 
Eminent  Domain,  see  Eminent  Do- 
main, 2. 

FIXED  LIABIUTT. 

See  Bankbuptcy,  3. 

FIXTIJBES. 

1.  Commercial  finishing  material,  such  as 
doors,  mantels,  casings,  etc.,  which  have  been 
purchased  for  an  unfurnished  building  and 
placed  therein,  but  not  affixed  thereto,  does 
not  pass  by  a  sale  of  the  real  property,  un- 
der a  mortgage  foreclosure,  where  it  is  not 
mentioned  or  deemed  a  part  of  the  sale. 
Blue  V.  Gunn  (Tenn.)  892 

2.  A  mortgage  of  a  lot  dh  which  stands  a 
partially  completed  building  will  pass  cut 
stone  and  structural  iron  prepared  for  the 
building  and  located  on  the  lot  mortgaged 
and  that  adjoining,  if  the  intention  of  the 
parties  is  that  the  building  shall  be  speedily 
completed  with  the  material  at  hand.  Byrne 
V.  Werner  (Mich.)  900 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Fixtures;  are  things  placed  on  land  with 
the  intention  of  annexing  them  fixtures, 
where  they  are  never  actually  attached? — 
(I.)  Introduction;  (II.)  actual  annexation; 
(III.)  constructive  annexation;  (IV.)  mere 
intention  to  annex:  (a)  machinery  or  parts 
thereof;  (b)  materials  for  use,  repair,  or 
reconstruction  of  railroads;  (c)  building 
materials;  (d)  fencing  materials;  (e)  fer- 
tilizers;   (V.)   conclusion.  892 

What  constitute;  things  placed  on  prop- 
erty with  intenti<^  of  annexing;  them,  but 
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which  are  not  actually  attached;   effect  of 
mortgage  foreclosure.  893 

Things  placed  on  property  with  intent  to 
affix,  but  never  attached,  as;  controlling  ef- 
fect of  intent  of  parties;  eff^t  of  fore- 
closure of  mortgage  on  land.  900 

FORECLOSURE. 

Estoppel  to  Plead  Limitations  as  De- 
fense to,  see  Estoppel,  7. 


FORFEITURE. 

Estoppel  of  Tenant  to  Deny,  see  Estop- 
pel, 5. 

Of  Lease,  see  Landlobd  and  Tenant,  2. 

On  Breach  of  Condition  Subsequent,  see 
Real  Property,  3-8. 

FORGERT. 

Of  Draft,  see  Banks,  3-9. 

FRAUD. 

Damages  for  Fraudulent  Representa- 
tions, see  Damages,  10. 

Misrepresentation  of  the  price  paid  for 
property  by  the  vendor  or  others  does  not 
constitute  actionable  deceit,  in  the  absence 
of  fiduciary  relations  between  the  parties,  or 
other  facts  or  circumstances  giving  rise  to  an 
express  or  implied  agreement  that  the  price 
paid  should  determine  the  price  in  the  con- 
tract.    Beare  v.  Wright   (N.  D.)  409 

FREEDOM  OF  SPEECH. 

As  Limitation  on  Exercise  of  Right  to 
Privacy,  see  Privacy,  2. 

The  publication  of  one's  picture,  without 
his  consent,  as  part  of  an  advertisement,  is 
in  no  sense  an  exercise  of  the  liberty  of 
speech  or  of  the  press,  within  the  meaning  of 
those  terms  as  used  in  the  Constitution. 
Pavesich  v.  New  England  L.  Ins.  CJo.   (Ga.) 

101 
GAKING. 

Effect  of  Permitting  Gambling  Trans- 
actions on  Board  of  Trade's  Right 
to  Protection  of  Price  Quotations, 
see  Injunction,  4. 
Property  Right  in  Price  Quotations 
by  Poard  of  Trade  Engaging  in 
Gambling  Transactions,   see   Prop- 

ERTT. 

Playing  pool  under  an  agreement  among 
the  players  that  the  one  losing  the  game 
shall  pay  for  the  use  of  the  table  i»  betting 
at  a  pool  table,  within  the  meaning  of  Ga. 
Pen.  Code  1895,  §401,  providing  that  "if 
any  person  shall  .  .  .  beo  ...  at 
any  .  ■  .  pool  table,  he  shall  be  guilty 
of  a  misdemeanor;"  and  the  fact  that  the 
state  imposes  a  specific  tax  on  the  keeper  of 
n  pool  table  does  not  affect  the  question 
Hopkins  v.  State  (Ga.)  117 

tH  L.  R.  A. 


Notes  and  Briefs. 

Gaming;    what   constitutes:    playing  for 
price  of  game  as.  117 

GIFT. 

By  Wife  to  Husband  of  Pkrt  of  Profit* 
from  Partnership  between  Latter 
and  Third  Person,  see  Partner- 
ship, 4. 

GRAND   JURT. 

Right  to  Prosecute  without  Indictment 
by,  see  Criminal  Law,  4,  6. 

GROSS  NEGLIGENCE. 

What  Constitutes,  see  NEOuamcK,  1, 
2. 

GUARDIAN  AND  WARD. 

Law  Governing  Marriage  of  Ward,  s*e 

Conflict  of  Laws,  3,  4. 
Guardian's    Right    to    Separate    Ward 
from     Wife,     see   Guaboian     and 
Ward.  ^ 
One   appointed   guardian   of  another  be- 
cause of  his  lack  of  discreti<Hi  to  manage  his 
estate  has  no  authority  over  the  person  of 
hie  ward,  which  will  entitle  him  to  separate 
him  from  his  wife.     Ex  parte  Chaoe  (R.  I.) 

GUESTS. 

See  Innkeepers. 

HABEAS  CORPUS. 

The  wife  of  one  illegally  restrained  of  hi  a 
liberty  may  maintain  a  petition  for  a  writ 
of  habeas  oorpus  to  obtain  his  release.  Ex 
parte  Chaoe  (R.  I.)  49^^ 

HIGHWAYS. 

Appropriation  to  Aid  Counties  in  Con- 
struction of,  see  Appropriations. 

Punitive  Damages  for  Cutting  Trees  in. 
see  Damages,  14. 

Right  to  Open,  over  Property,  as  En- 
'  cumbrance.  see  Vendor  arb  Pub- 
chaser,  4. 

Title,  use,  and  obstmotiom. 

1.  Authority  given  to  a  municipal  corpora- 
tion to  permit  tlie  erection  of  telegraph  and 
electric-light  wires  and  poles  in  the  street^ 
does  not  include  power  to  violate  private 
right*.  BrovTi  v.  Asheville  Electric  Co.  ( X. 
C.)  631 

2.  Munici(>al  authority  to  place  poles  for 
the  support  of  electric-light  wires  npon  the 
sidewalk  of  a  certain  street  does  not  relieve 
the  one  so  doing  from  liability  to  the  o'vinner 
of  the  fee  for  the  value  of  trees  removed  to 
make  room  for  the  poles.  Id. 

3.  No  power  to  permit  the  use  of  its  street •* 
for  the  purposes  of  a  street  fair  is  given  a 
city  by  a  charter  giving  the  city  council  pow- 
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«r  when,  in  tts  opinion,  a  street  or  any  part 
thereof  has  ceased  to  be  of  public  utility,  to 
declare  it  vacant  and  abandoned  as  a  street, 
and  donate  the  same  to  any  use  which,  in  its 
opinion,  will  be  of  advantage  to  the  com- 
mercial interests  of  the  city.  Augusta  v. 
Reynolds  (Ga.)  '  564 

4.  A  fair  occupying  75  or  80  feet  in  width 
and  4  blocks  in  length  of  an  important  busi- 
ness street  in  a  city,  and  consisting  of  numer. 
ous  tents  inclosing  shows  and  exhibitions,  in 
front  of  which  are  stationed  men  blowing 
horns  and  talking  through  megaphones  to  at- 
tract attention,  togetlier  Avith  various  other 
stands,  booths,  Ferris  wheels,  merry-go- 
rounds,  and  other  devices  for  amusement  of 
the  public  and  profit  to  the  owners;  which 
fair  a  company  of  the  state  militia  is  per- 
mitted to  station  on  the  street  for  a  week, — 
is  a  public  nuisance.  Id. 
Ifiability  for  defects  and  obstnietioiui 

in. 

Municipal  Liability  for  Injury  by  Fall 
of  Bill  Board  Placed  Near  Edge  of 
Street,  see  Municipal  Corpora- 
tions, 6,  7. 

5.  Placing  a  conductor  pipe  so  as  to  lead 
water  from  the  roof  of  a  building  adjoining 
a  sidewalk  and  empty  it  upon  the  walk  in 
th<»  manner  customary  in  the  community  is 
not  a  nuisance  per  se,  where  it  does  not  or- 
dinarily interfere  with  travel :  and  the  prop- 
erty owner  cannot  be  held  liable  to  one  who 
is  injured  by  ice  formed  upon  the  walk  many 
years  after  the  construction  of  the  pipe,  as 
the  result  of  a  severe  and  unusual  storm. 
New  Castle  v.  Kurtz  fPa.)  488 

6.  Owners  of  property  in  possession  of 
tenants  are  not  bound  to  keep  watch  to  see 
that  ice  dangerous  to  travel  does  not  form  on 
the  walks  in  front  of  it  which  are  properly 
constructed  and  in  proper  repair,  where  their 
negligent  construction  of  their  buildings 
does  not  contribute  to  its  formation;  and 
therefore  they  cannot  be  held  liable  for  in- 
juries to  a  traveler  by  falling  upon  ice  of  the 
existence  of  which  they  have  no  notice.      Id. 

7.  A  horse  block  or  stepping  stone  of  or- 
dinary size,  placed  on  the  edge  of  the  side- 
walk to  facilitate  access  to  and  egress  from 
carriages  in  the  street,  is  not  an  obstruction 
to  the  walk,  so  as  to  render  the  municipality 
liable  for  injuries  caused  by  a  traveler  fall- 
ing over  it.  Wolff  v.  District  of  Columbia 
<D.  C.  App.)  83 

8.  A  municipal  corporation  is  not  liable 
for  injuries  caused  to  a  traveler  by  falling 
over  a  horse  block  on  the  sidewalk  because 
sufficient  light  is  not  maintained  near  it  to 
render  it  visible  to  passers-by.  Id. 

0.  A  municipal  corporation  which  has  im- 
poM'd  the  duty  upon  property  owners  of 
(^J>  1..  v..  A. 


keeping  the  sidewalks  in  front  of  their  prop- 
erty free  from  ice  under .  penalty,  ana  has 
provided  that,  in  case  of  their  neglect  to  re- 
move the  ice,  it  will  be  removed  by  the  city 
at  their  expense,  assumes  the  duty  of  keep- 
ing the  walks  clear;  and,  in  case  it  is  held 
liable  for  injury  to  one  falling  upon  the 
walk,  it  cannot  recover  over  against  the  prop- 
erty owner  on  the  theory  that  he  was  primar- 
ily liable  for  the  injury.  New  Castle  v. 
Kurtz  (Pa.)  '  488 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Highways;  carriage  block  on  sidewalk  as 
unlawful  obstruction;  duty  of  municipality 
to  cause  removal    of;    liability  for  injurv 
thereby;  duty  of  traveler  on  sidewalk.        84 
Right  to  use  automobiles  on.  340 

Duty  of  abutting  property  owner  to  keep 
sidewalk  in  repair:  right  of  municipality 
paying  judgment  for  injuries  sustaine' 
through  defective  walk  to  recover  over 
against  property  owner;  conductor  pipe 
leading  water  from  roof  of  building  upon 
sidewalk  as  nuisance;  liabilHy  of  owner  of 
property  in  possession  of  tenants  for  con- 
dition of  walk;  liability  of  city  for  failure 
to  enforce;  liability  of  city  for  defect  not 
occasioned  by  its  own  act.  in  absence  of 
notice;  ordinance  imposing  on  property 
owners  duty  of  keeping  sidewalks  free  from 
ice;  provision  that,  in  case  of  failure  to  do 
so,  it  will  be  removed  at  owner's  expense; 
effect  of  provision  on  city's  liability  for 
injury.  439 

Partial  obstruction  *  of ;  what  obstructions 
and  encroachments  amount  to  nuisance ,  au- 
thority of  city  over  its  streets;  use  of,  for 
street  fair;  injunction  to  prevent  such  use. 

6G5 

Injury  to  traveler  on,  by  fall  of  billboard 
on  abutting  property;  liability  of  citv  for. 

618 

Cutting  or  removal  of  trees  in ;  under  au- 
thority of  city;  to  make  room  for  electric 
poles  and  wires;  electric  poles  as  additional 
servitude.  632 

HOMESTEAD. 

Estoppel  of  Wife  to  Set  Up  Invalidity 
of  Contract  for  Sale  of,  see  Estop 
PEL,  2. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Homestead ;  statutes  as  to  conveyance  and 
abandonment  of,  regarded  as  rules  of  evi- 
dence merely;  alienation  by  husband  alone. 

585 

Effect  of  conveyance  of,  by  husband  to 
wife.  *  370 
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HOMICIDE. 

Misleading  Instruction  as  to,  see  Triat., 
19. 

1.  A  police  officer  who  kills  a  person  whom 
he  is  attempting  to  arrest  is  guilty  of  a 
criminal  offense  if  he  uses  more  force  than 
is  reasonably  necessary  to  effect  his  purpose. 
State  V.  Coleman  (Mo.)  381 

2.  Mere  failure  of  a  person  to  submit  to 
arrest  does  not  give  the  officer  the  right  to 
take  his  life,  although  the  officer  has  good 
reason  to  believe  that  he  has  authority  to 
make  the  arrest;  and,  if  the  officer  acts  in 
malice  and  with  premeditation  because  the 
one  he  is  attempting  to  arrest  does  not  re- 
move his  hand  from  his  pocket  upon  com- 
mand, the  officer  will  be  guilty  of  murder  in 
the  second  degree.  Td. 


Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Homicide;  necessity  of  instruction  as  to 
law  on  circumstantial  evidence  on  prosecu- 
tion for.  193,  205 

HORSE  BLOCK. 

Liability  for  Injury  by  Falling  over,  see 
Highways,  7,  8. 

HOTELS. 

See  Innkeepers. 

HUSBAND  AND  WIFE. 

Law  Governing  Marriage,  see  Contlict 

OF  Laws,  3,  4. 
Law  Governing  Married  Woman's  Lia- 
bility as  Surety,  see  Conflict  of 
Laws,  5,  6. 
Marriage  as  Valuable  Consideration  for 

Contract,  see  Contracts,  2. 
Effect  of   Conveyance   by  Husband   to 

Wife,  see  Curtesy. 
Power  of  Courts  over  Land  in  Other 
State,  in  Divorce  Proceeding,   see 
Courts,  3. 
Estoppel  of  Married  Woman,  see  Estop- 
pel, 2. 
Wife's  Right  to  Petition  for  Husband's 

Release,  see  Habeas  CoRPirs. 
Condonation  of  Adultery  as  Justification 
for  Filing  Bill  to  Review  Divorce 
Decree,  see  Review,  3. 
Divorce  as  Revocation  or  Lapse  of  Leg- 
acy to  Wife,  see  Wills,  3,  4. 
Sufficiency  of  Service  on  Defendant  in 
Divorce  Suit,  see  Writ  and  Pro- 
cess. 
lilability  for  wife's  support. 

1.  The  common-law  liability  of  a  husband 
to  support  his  wife  cannot  be  extended  by 
implication  from  the  written  law  as  to  the 
support  of  other  persons;  it  can  only  be  ex- 
tended by  a  statute  plainly  so  intended. 
Richardson  v.  Stuesser  (Wis.)  829 

69  L.  P..  A. 


2.  The  common-law  liability  of  a  hiub«n(l 
to  support  his  wife  does  not  extond  to  !iup- 
porting  her  outside  the  matrimonial  hoin<* 
reasonably  chosen  by  him.  unless  he  Tein^< 
to  do  so  there,  or  she  resides  away  therefront 
by  his  con.sent.  '  j^^ 

3.  A  husband  is  not  liable  for  the  support 
of  his  wife  at  an  aaylum  for  the  insane,  to 
which  she  has  been  removed  by  due  process  of 
law,  in  the  absence  of  a  statute  expres^lv 
imposing  such  liability.  m, 

4.  There  is  no  refusal  of  a  husband  to  i*up 
port  his  wife  at  the  matrimonial  home,  or 
crmsent  by  him  to  her  absence  therefrom, 
withm  the  common-law  rule  renderinj^  him 
liable  for  her  support  outside  of  such  home. 
where  the  wife,  as  a  charity  to  her  and  pro- 
tection to  others,  is  by  due  proows  of  law 
Uiken  from  the  matrimonial  home  and  con- 
fined  in  an  asylum  for  the  insane,  and  tbp 
husband  submits,  or  even  takes  the  initia 
tory  proceedings  to  secure  for  her  the  bene 
fit  of  the  public  charity.  j^^ 
Wife's  separate  estate. 

5.  A  conveyance  of  land  from  husband  to 
wife  m.the  usual  form,  for  a  valuable  con 
sideration,  though  without  words  diselosinir 
an  intent  to  do  so,  vests  in  her  a  separate 
estate  which  she  may  transfer  without  hi«» 
joinder  or  consent.  Bamum  v.  Le  Master 
(Tenn.)  3^3 

Partnership  between. 

See  also  Partnership,  3-5. 

6.  Husband  and  wife  may  lawfullv  trans- 
act business  as  copartners,  and  therefore 
there  may  be  a  subpartnership  between  a 
husband  and  wife  iif  reference  to  the  hu* 
band's  share  of  the  profits  of  a  businesis  in 
which  the  husband  is  a  partner.  Morrison 
V.  Dickey  (Ga.)  gj 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Husband  and  wife;  right  of  wife  to  ront* 
of  land  settled  on  her  as  separate  estate ;  ef- 
fect of  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife;  nil^ 
aq  to  gifts  of  personalty  not  applicable  to 
gifts  of  real  estate;  husband's  right  in  wife'* 
real  estate;  validity  of  deed  of  married  wo- 
man alone.  3^3 

Effect  of  conveyance  by  husband  to  wife:— 
(I.)  At  common  law;  (a)  transfers  of  real 
estate;  (6)  gifts  of  personalty:  (IL)  in 
equity:  (o)  conveyances  upheld;  (6)  condi- 
tions upon  w^hich  conveyances  are  upheld: 
(c)  necessity  of  trustees;  (d)  effect  of  con- 
veyance; (III.)  effect  of  statutes:  (a)  in 
general;  (6)  exception  of  conveyances  from 
husband;  (r)  exemption  from  husband's 
debts;  (d)  permitting  revocation;  (TV.) 
conveyance  by  third  person  at  instance  of 
husband;  (V.)  consideration:  (VI.)  doe^ 
conveyance  create  separate   estate;    (Vll.) 
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remaining  interest  of  husband:  (a)  in  gen- 
eral; (6)  curtesy;  (VIII.)  rights  against 
husMnd's  heirs ;  ( IX. )  homestead  and  com- 
munity; (X.)  effect  of  divorce;  (XI.)  form 
and  provisions  of  conveyance.  353 

Curtesy  right  of  husband  in  land  which 
he  has  conveyed  to  his  wife's  sole  and  sepa- 
rate use;  curtesy  interest  in  land  devised 
to  wife  during  joint  and  several  lives  of  her- 
self and  husband;  curtesy  interest  where 
estate  of  wife  was  a  conditional  or  deter- 
minable fee;  where  condition  has  happened. 

370 
Effect  of  condonation  on  right  to  divorce; 
decree  void  for  lack  of  jurisdiction.  398 

Necessity  of  strict  compliance  with  stat- 
ute as  to  alienation  of  wife's  real  estate; 
specific  performance  of  contract  by  husband 
and  wife  where  possession  has  been  de- 
livered ;  effect  of  taking  deed  in  wife's  name 
to  make  property  her  separate  estate ;  prop- 
erty acquired  during  marriage  as  commu- 
nity property;  burden  of  proving  that  it  is 
wife's  separate  property.  568 

Estoppel  of  married  woman ;  how  wife  may 
be  devested  of  her  estate;  release  of  wife 
from  common-law  disability.  585 

Nature  of  decree  for  divorce  as  proceed- 
ing in  rem  or  in  personam.  673 
Husband  not  relative  of  wife;   common- 
law  liability  of  husband  for  support  of  wife ; 
liability  for  support  while  confined  in  in- 
sane asylum.                                                 830 
Effect    of    divorce    to    revoke    gift    by 
will.  940 
Impeachability  of  widow  as  life  tenant  for 
waste;    interest   in   minerals   or  oil   under 
land;  widow's  estate  is  equal  to  children's 
in  all  of  its  uses.  086 

lOE. 

On  Sidewalk,  see  Highways,  5,  6,  9. 

IBENTITT. 

Of  Religious  Corporation,  see  Religious 
Societies,  1. 

IMPAIRMENT    OF    OBUGATION. 

See  Eminent  Domain,  10. 

IMPLIED   WARBANTT. 

On  Sale  of  Machine,  see  Sale. 

IMPRISONMENT. 

For  Giving  Liquor  to  Minor,  see  Crim- 
inal Law,  6. 

IMPROVEMENTS. 

A  recovery  for  improvements  to  the  ex- 
tent that  they  may  have  permanently  en- 
hanced the  rental  or  usable  value  of  the  life 
estate  may  be  allowed  to  the  vendee,  with 
his  purchase  money,  interest  thereon,  and 
69  L.  R.  A. 


taxes  paid,  on  breach  of  a  covenant  of  seisin 
made  by  an  outstanding  contingent  remain- 
der, when  his  recovery  in  equity  is  condi- 
tioned on  his  restoration  of  possession  to  the ' 
vendor,  and  his  accounting  for  his  use  of 
the  premises.     Brannon  v.  Curtis    (Tenn.) 

-60- 

IMPITTED  NEGUGENOE. 

See  Negligence,  8,  9. 

INCOMPETENT  PERSONS. 

Husband's  Liability  for  Wife's  Support 
at  Asvlum,  see  Husband  and  Wife, 
3,4.' 

See  also  Husband  and  Wife,  Notes 
AND  Briefs. 

Liability  for  snpport. 

1.  A^  action  to  enforce  an  order  of  a 
county  judge  requiring  a  person  to  pay  a 
certain  sum  per  week  for  the  support  of 
another  in  the  county  asylum  for  the  in- 
sane roust  be  commenced  in  the  name  of 
the  county,  in  some  court  having  jurisdic- 
tion of  such  civil  actions.  The  county 
court  does  not  possess  such  jurisdiction  in 
the  absence  of  special  authorization.  Rich- 
ardson v.  Stuesser   (Wis.)  829 

2.  An  order  of  a  county  judge  requiring 
a  person  to  pay  a  certain  sum  for  the  sup- 
port of  an  insane  person  in  the  county  asy- 
lum for  the  insane  may  be  enforced  by 
contempt  proceedings  or  by  an  action  in 
the  name  of  the  county,  under  Wis.  Rev. 
Stat.  1898,  f  1504,  as  to  enforcing  private 
liability  for  the  support  of  a  poor  person, 
which  by  S  604e  is  made  applicable  to  the 
support  of  insane  persons.  Id. 

3.  To  establish  the  liability  of  anyone 
for  the  support  of  a  person  at  the  county 
asylum  for  the  insane,  who  refuses  to  per- 
form his  duty  in  that  regard,  the  trustees 
of  the  asylum  should  proceed  in  harmony 
with  Wis.  Rev.  Stat.  1898,  §  1502,  as  to 
support  of  poor  persons,  by  petition  to  the 
county  judge;  and  the  amount  that  must 
be  paid  and  the  time  of  payment  must  be 
determined  in  harmony  with  S  1504,  us  to 
the  poor,  under  S604e,  negativihg  the  liabil- 
ity of  the  state  to  any  county  for  the  sup- 
port of  any  insane  person  at  its  county 
asylum  for  the  insane  who  is  not  a  public 
charge,  and  making  §§  1500-1505,  as  to  the 
support  of  the  poor,  applicable  to  the  sup- 
port of  insane  persons.  Td. 

4.  The  incorporation  into  Wis.  Rev.  Stat. 
S  604e,  negativing  any  liability  of  the  state 
to  any  county  for  the  support  in  its  county 
asylum  for  the  insane  of  any  person  who 
is  not  a  public  charj^e.  of  H  1500-1505, 
which  provide  that  the  father,  mother,  or 
children  of  any  poor  person  unable  to  sup- 
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l)ort  himself  shall  be  liable  for  hia  sup- 
port, if  of  sufTiciont  ability,  requires  that 
the  proceedings  to  enforce  the  private  lia- 
bility for  the  support  of  a  person  commit- 
ted to  the  county  insane  asylum  must  be 
imder  such  sections,  so  far  as  they  are 
applicable  thereto.  Id. 

INDEBfNITT. 

From  Abutting  Owner  to  City  Held 
Liable  for  Injury  on  Highway,  see 
High  WATS,  9. 

Conclusiveness  of  Judgment  against 
Debtor  on  One  Contracting  to  In- 
demnify, see  JnxjMENT,  3. 

IKDICTMENT  AKD  INFORMATION. 

Raising  Question  of  Invalidity  on  Ap- 
peal, see  Appeal  and  Ebbor,  9. 

Necessity  of,  see  Criminal  Law,  4,  5. 

Judicial  Notice  of  Authority  of  Of- 
ficial Signing,  see  E\nrDENCE,  2,  3. 

SicnlAK  of. 

1.  Whenever  required  by  the  governor  to 
appear  and  prosecute  criminal  proceedings 
in  any  county,  the  attorney  general  be- 
comes prosecuting  attorney  of  that  county 
in  those  proceedings,  and  as  such  mp,y  sign 
indictments  presented  by  the  grand  jury. 
State  V.   Bowles    (Kan.)  176 

2.  The  regularity  of  the  appointment  of 
the  deputy  district  attorney  who  signed  an 
information  cannot  be  challenged  by  mere- 
ly alleging  that  the  information  was  not 
found,  indorsed,  or  presented  as  required 
by  law.     State  v.  Guglielmo    (Or.)         466 

3.  In  the  absence  of  evidence  to  the  con- 
trary, a  deputy  district  attorney  who  signs 
the  name  of  the  district  attorney  to  the 
informatien  will  be  presumed  to  have 
poHseHsed  plenary  power  in  the  premises, 
and  to  have  been  authorized  to  examine 
witnesses  to  enable  him  intelligently  to 
charge  persons  with  the  oomniiHsion  of 
<'rimes,  to  prepare  informations,  sign  the 
name  of  the  district  attorney  thereto,  and 
file  them  in  court.  Td. 

4.  A  district  attorney  who  insists  that 
one  accused  •  of  crime  shall  plead  to  the 
information  thereby  ratifies  the  subscrip- 
tion of  his  name  to  the  information  by  his 
deputy.  Id. 

Oath  to. 

5.  The  omission  of  the  recital  that  an 
information  for  murder  is  upon  the  oath 
•of  the  prosecuting  attorney  is  fatal  to  its 
validity.     State  v.  Coleman    (Mo.)  381 

6.  The  official  oath  of  the  oflicer  filing  an 
information  charging  one  with  crime  is  suf- 
ficient to  comply  with  a  constitutional  pro- 
vision tl»5it  no  warrant  shall  issue  but  upon 
probable  cause  supported  by  oath,  without 
•09  L.  R.  A. 


the  necessity  of  verifying  each  particular 
information  filed.  State  t.  Guglielmo 
(Or.)  466 

7.  The  fact  that  the  record  shows  that  a 
warrant  was  ordered  to  be  issued  upon  an 
information  filed  by  the  deputy  district  at- 
torney in  the  absence  of  his  chief  does  not 
show  that  it  was  in  fact  issued  without  the 
support  of  the  oath  required  by  the  Consti- 
tution, where  it  further  appears  that  the 
district  attorney  was  present  in  court  when 
accused  first  appeared,  and  ratified  the  in- 
formation, so  that  his  oath  of  oSloe  sup- 
ported the  warrant  if  it  was  not  actually 
issued  until  after  he  had  appeared  and  as- 
sumed control  of  the  proceedings.  Id. 
liOaTo  of  eonirt  for  filing  of. 

8.  Leave  of  court  is  not  necessary  to  the 
filing  of  an  information  by  the  district  at- 
torney charging  the  commission  of  crime. 

Id. 

NOTBS  Ain>  Bbiefs. 

Indictment;  authority  of  attorney  gen- 
eral to  sign;  necessity  that  indictment  be 
signed  by  prosecuting  attorney;  effect  of 
failure  of  foreman  to  indorse  and  sign.    176 

Sufficiency  of  information  where  words, 
"on  his  oath  aforesaid,"  are  omitted.        382 

Necessity  that  indictment  be  signed  by 
district  attorney;  sufficiency  of  his  sig- 
nature when  made  by  his  deputy;  seoessity 
that  information  be  verified  by  affidavit. 

467 

INFANTS. 

Punishment  for.  Giving  Lienor  to,  see 

Criminal  Law,  6. 
Written  Consent  for  Sale  of  Liquor  to, 

see  Intoxicating  Liquobs. 

INFORMATION. 

Right  to  Prosecute  by,  see  Criminal 
Law,  4,  5. 

See  also  Indictment  akd  Informa- 
tion. 

INJUNCTION. 

Against  Subsequent  Suit  in  Different 
Court,  see  Coirts,  9, 

Water  riehts. 

1.  The  owner  of  property  bordering  on  a 
mill  pond  cannot  enjoin  the  owner  of  the 
dam  and  water  privilege  from  drawing  the 
water  doAvn  to  its  natural  level  when  it 
becomes  necessary  for  the  utilization  of  the 
power,  although  a  portion  of  the  bottom 
of  the  pond  is  thereby  uncovered  and  ox- 
posed  to  the  sun.  rendering  it  unhealtli'nl 
and  injurious  to  the  abutting  owner. 
WiLt  V.  Bissell   (Conn.)  W3 
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Acflinst  illegal  or  tortious  aots. 

2.  A  court  of  equity  will  interpose  by 
injunction  to  prevent  the  several  members 
of  an  illegal  combination  from  enforcing  an 
illegal  agreement  to  the  hurt  and  injury 
of  one  engaged  in  competitive  business. 
Kmploving  Printers'  Club  v.  Dr.  Blosser 
Co.    (Ga.)  90 

3.  A  court  of  equity  has  jurisdiction,  at 
the  instance  of  the  solicitor  general,  to  re- 
strain by  injunction  the  erection  of  a  pub- 
lic  nuisance.     Augusta  v.   Reynolds    (Ga.) 

564 

4.  The  fact  that  a  board  of  trade  per- 
mits gambling  transactions  within  its  ex- 
change hall  does  not  deprive  it  of  the  right 
to  resort  to  equity  to  prevent  wrongful  dis- 
semination of  the  quotations  of  prices  at 
which  sales  are  made,  gathered  and  sent 
out  by  it.  Board  of  Trade  v.  L.  A.  Kinaey 
Co.  (C.  C.  App.  7th  C.)  59 
As  to  legal  proeeedinKS. 

See  also  Limitation  of  Actions,  2. 

5.  An  injunction  should  issue  to  stay  an 
action  at  law  upon  a  promissory  note  for 
the  purchase  price  of  land  until  an  equit- 
able defense  of  reduction  for  partial  failure 
of  consideration  is  allowed,  whenever  the 
remedy  at  law  is  less  certain,  prompt,  and 
efficient  to  attain  the  ends  of  justice.  Wil- 
liams V.  Neely  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)         232f 

6.  Any  fact  which  renders  it  against 
conscience  to  enter  or  execute  a  judgment 
at  law,  and  which  is  not  available  to  the 
defendant  at  law,  confers  jurisdiction  upon 
a  court  of  equity  to  enjoin  the  proposed 
entry  or  execution.  Id. 

7.  A  judgment  of  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
rendered  within  less  than  the  time  pre- 
scribed by  statute  after  service  of  sum- 
mons, is  not  so  far  void  that  its  execution 
can  be  enjoined;  but  the  defendant  must 
take  the  proper  steps  to  obtain  a  review 
on  appeal.    Kerr  v.  Murphy  (S.  D.)       490 

%  Notes  and  Briefs. 

Injunction;  to  protect  property  right  in 
stock  quotations;  where  gaming  transac- 
tions are  permitted  in  exxihange  hall.       63 

To  restrain  action  at  law  to  enforce 
claim  to  which  an  equitable  defense  exists. 

235 

To  restrain  execution  upon  void  or  void- 
able judgment.  499 

To  enjoin  obstruction  of  public  street; 
to  abate  private  nuisance;  to  prevent 
multiplicity  of  suits  and  irreparable  mis- 
chief. 566 

Affecting  real  property  in  other  state; 
jurisdiction  of  equity  to  issue.  689 

69  L.  R.  A. 


Right  of  party  specially  injured  by  act 
to  enjoin.  934 

INNKEEPERS. 

1.  Innkeepers  are  not  insurers  of  the 
safety  of  the  persons  of  their  guests;  the 
limit  of  their  liability  is  for  the  exercise 
of  reasonable  care  for  the  safety,  comfort, 
and  entertainment  of  their  visitors. 
Clancy  v.  Barker  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)     653 

2.  In  receiving  a  guest  into  his  hotel,  a 
hotel    keeper    impliedly    undertakes    that 
such  guest  shall  be  treated  with  due  con- ' 
sideration    for    his    comfort    and    safety. 
Clancy  v.  Barker  (Neb.)  642 

3.  A  trespass  committed  upon  a  guest 
in  a  hotel  by  a  servant  of  the  proprietor, 
whether  actively  engaged  in  the  dischai^ 
of  his  duties  at  the  time,  or  not,  is  a 
breach  of  the  implied  undertaking'^  that 
the  guest  shall  be  treated  with  due  con- 
sideration for  his  comfort  and  safety,  for 
which  the  proprietor  is  liable  in  damages. 

Id. 

4.  It  is  the  duty  of  a  hotel  keeper  to  pro- 
tect his  guests,  while  in  his  hotel,  against 
the  assaults  of  employees  who  assist  in  the 
conduct  of  the  hotel  and  in  the  care  and  ac- 
commodation of  the  guests.  If  damages 
result  from  such  assault,  the  hotel  keeper 
is  liable  therefor.  Id, 

5.  Innkeepers  do  not  contract  to  insure 
the  safety  of  their  guests  against  injuries 
which  are  inflicted  upon  them  by  the 
negligent  or  wilful  acts  of  their  servants 
beyond  the  scope  and  course  of  their  em- 
ployment; and  for  such  acts  th^  are  not 
liable  in  damages  when  they  have  exer- 
cised reasonable  care  to  prevent  them. 
Clancy  v.  Barker  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)     653 

6.  A  hotel  keeper  is  not  liable  for  an 
injury  inflicted  by  a  servant  on  a  six-year- 
old  boy  while  a  guest  at  the  hotel,  where 
the  boy  wandered  out  of  the  room  assigned 
to  him,  and  into  a  room  in  which  a  bell 
boy  was  playing  a  harmonica  for  his  own 
amusement,  and  the  latter,  either  accident- 
ally or  wilfully,  shot  the  former  with  a 
pistol;  since  the  bell  boy  was  not  acting 
within  the  scope,  or  apparent  scope,  of  his 
employment  at  the  time  of  the  shooting. 

Id. 

7.  It  is  not  within  the  scope  of  the  au- 
thority of  a  hired  manager  of  a  hotel  to 
bind  his  employer  by  admissions  concern- 
ing a  trespass  committed  by  him  upon  a 
g^est  after  it  has  been  committed.  Clancy 
V.  Barker   (Neb.)  64*2 

Notes  and  Bbiefk. 

Innkeepers;  liability  for  injury  to  guest 
by  servant.  M2 
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INSANE  PERSONS. 

»See  Incompetent  Persons. 


Insane  Persons— Intent. 


DfSOLVENOT. 

Of  Corporation,   see   Cokporations,  6. 

INSPECTION. 

Master's  Duty  as  to,  see  Master  and 
Servant,  9. 

INSPECTOR. 

Right  of,  to  Protection  from  Negli- 
gence, see  Negugence,  4. 

iNSTRtrCTION. 

See  Appeal  and  Error,  23-26;  Trial, 
11-19. 

INSURANCE. 

Failure  to  Credit  Overdue  Premium 
Note  on  Policy,  see  Appeal  and 
Error,  19. 

Beneficiary's  Right  to  Treat  Original 
Contract  as  Rescinded,  see  Benev- 
olent Societies. 

Exemption  of  Proceeds  of  Insurance 
Policy,  see  Levy  and  Seizure, 
1,2. 

Powers  of  AKemta. 

1.  Where  a  nonresident  fire  insurance 
company  appoints  a  local  agent  in  Louisi- 
ana, and  supplies  him  with  blank  policies 
signed  by  the  president  and  secretary  of 
the  company,  to  be  filled  up,  countersigned, 
and  issued  as  occasion  may  require,  such 
agent  will  be  considered  as  having  the 
powers  of  a  general  agent  as  to  policies  is- 
sued by  him  under  such  circumstances. 
Richard  v.  Springfield  F.  ft  M.  Ins.  Co. 
(La.)  278 

2.  An  agent  authorized  to  issue  policies 
binds  the  company  by  all  waivers,  represen- 
tations, or  other  acts  within  the  scope  or 
requirements  of  his  business,  unless  the  in- 
sured has  notice  of  the  limitation  of  his 
power.  Id. 

3.  An  insurance  agent  having  power  to 
issue  and  renew  policies,  to  make  waivers, 
and  grant  permits  or  privileges,  has  ap- 
parent power  to  waive,  prior  to  a  loss,  a 
breach  of  the  iron-safe  clause  by  him  at- 
tached to  the  policy,  resulting  from  the 
failure  of  the  insured,  through  illness,  to 
make  a  complete  inventory  of  stock  within 
thirty  days  from  the  date  of  the  issuing  of 
the  policy.  Id. 
Wlio  may  be  bemeftolarlea. 

4.  A  niece  of  a  former  wife  of  a  man  is 
not  a  relative  of  his  child  by  a  subsequent 
tmc,  within  the  meaning  of  a  statute  per- 
mitting oertitiouteH  of  mutual  benefit 
HooiotieM  to  Ik*  taken  in  favor  of  relatives. 
Smith  V.  Supreme  Tent  K.  of  M.    (Iowa) 

174 

5.  Naming  a  p(M"soii  a*  beneficiary  in  a 
69  L.  R.  A. 


mutual  benefit  certificate  doe^  not  make 
her  a  legatee,  within  the  meaning  of  a 
statute  permitting  such  certificates  to  bt 
issued  in  favor  of  legatees.  Id. 

Estoppel  or  waiTor. 

iSee  also  supra,  2,  3. 

6.  Retaining  and  attempting  to  collect 
an  overdue  premium  note  on  an  insurancp 
policy  will  waive  a  provision  in  the  policy 
that  nonpayment  of  the  note  at  maturity 
will  terminate  the  contract.  Union  C.  L. 
Ins.  Co.  V.  Spinks  (Ky.)  264 

Arbitration  of  loss. 

7.  An  open  mortgage  clause  attachcni  to 
a  policy  of  fire  insurance,  which  merely 
provides  that  loss,  if  any,  shall  be  paid  to 
a  mortgagee  as  his  interest  may  appear, 
does  not  create  any  contract  relations  he 
tween  the  mortgagee  and  insurer,  or  give 
the  mortgagee  a  right  to  participate  in 
arbitration  proceedings  to  fix  the  amount 
of  loss;  and,  therefore,  he  will  be  bound 
by  the  award,  although  he  was  given  no 
opportunity  to  he  heard.  Collinsville  Rav 
Soc.  V.  Roston  Ins.  (^o.  (Conn.)  924 
Iiin&itatioAs  as  to  time  for  avit. 

8.  A  provision  of  a  life  insurance  policy 
that  suit  shall  be  brought  on  it  within  a 
period  less  than  that  fixed  by  the  statute 
of  limitations  is  void  as  against  public  pol 
icy.    Union  C.  L.  Ins.  Co.  v.  Spinks   (Ky.^ 

264 
Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Insurance;  statute  exempting  proceed* 
of  policy  from  execution;  effect  to  exempt 
from  claims  against  beneficiary.  67 

Provision  that  nonpayment  of  premium 
note  at  matiu-ity  shall  terminate  oontract: 
waiver  of,  by  attempting  to  collect  overdue 
note;  estoppel  to  set  up  termination  of  eon 
tract  by  retention  of  overdue  premiam 
note ;  provision  that  action  shall  be  brought 
within  one  year.  264 

Knowledge  of  agent  authorized  to  issur 
and  deliver  policies  and  collect  premiums. 
imputed  to  company;  acceptance  by  agent 
of  premium  with  knowledge  of  breach  of 
condition;  as  waiver  of  breach;  effect  of 
limitation  of  general  agent's  authority:  who 
is  a  general  agent;  presumption  of  agentV 
authority  to  alter  or  modify  policy  orally: 
duty  of  insurcHl  to  keep  books  of  account; 
burden  of  proof  to  establish  waiver.       27P 

Attachment  of  mortgage  clause  to;  bind 
ing  effect  on  mortgagee  of  arbitration  pro 
ceedingH  to  which  he  was  not  a  party.     92.^ 

INTENT. 

Of  Commission  Merchant  in  Omittin;: 
Requirement  of  Statute,  aee  Fac 
T0B8,  2. 


Digitized  by 


Google 


Intkhmal  Improvbmkht— Judicial  Salb. 


1048 


IHTBRHAI.  IMPBOVEMENT. 

Construction   of   Public   Roads 

PPBOPBIATION8. 


*r 


Notes  and  Bbibfs. 

Internal  improvement;  what  constitutes 
work  of,  within  meaning  of  constitutional 
prohibition  a^^ainst  state  engaging  in.     914 

IHTOXICATING  IiIQUOBS. 

Punishment     for     Giving     Liquor     to 
Minor,  see  Cbiminal  IiAW,  6. 

A  general  consent  in  writing,  by  a 
mother,  that  liquor  may  be  furnished  by 
the  person  to  whom  the  writing  is  ad- 
dressed, to  her  minor  child,  whenever  he 
may  desire  to  do  so,  will  not  bar  a  prose- 
cution of  such  person  for  furnishing  liquor 
to  minors  without  the  parent's  consent, 
Bince  such  consent  would  frustrate  the  pur- 
pose of  the  statute.  Pressly  v.  State 
(Tenn.)  291 

nrroxiOATioN. 

Effect  of,  on  Degree  of  Care  Kequired, 
see  Negligbncb,  7. 


IBON-SAFE  CI^AtrSE. 

See  Insubance,  3. 

XUDOMZilfT. 

Estoppel  by;  Burden  of  Proof  as  to, 
see  Evidence,  4,  5. 

Evidence  in  Opposition  to  Plea  of 
Estoppel  by,  see  Evidence,  22. 

Injunction  against  Entry  or  Execu- 
tion of,  see  Injunction,  6,  7. 

Error  in  Rendering  Judgment  on  In- 
consistent Findings,  see  Tbial,  18, 

Sufficiency  of  Service  to  Authorize  Per- 
sonal Judgment  in  Divorce  Suit, 
see  Wbit  and  Pbocess. 

1.  A  decree  of  distribution  by  the  pro- 
bate court  holding  that  a  testator  devised 
certain  land  to  his  widow  for  life,  and  the 
remainder  thereof  and  all  his  other  real 
estate  to  his  children,  share  and  share 
alike,  and  ordering  that  the  estate  be  as- 
signed to  the  devisees  according  to  the 
terms  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  the 
deceased,  must  be  construed  as  assigning 
the  entire  estate  in  the  property  of  the  de- 
ceased to  the  persons  therein  named,  to  wit, 
a  life  estate  to  the  widow  and  a  vested  re- 
mainder to  the  children,  share  and  share 
alike.     Ladd  v.  Weiskopf   (Minn.)  785 

'Wbo  Tbound  by. 

2.  A  decree  of  a  probate  court  having 
jurisdiction,  assigning  the  residue  of  the 
estate  of  a  deceased  person,  is  conclusive 
upon  all  persons  interested  in  the  estate, 
whether  then  in  being  or  not.  It  is  in  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


nature  of  a  judgment  in  rem,  which  bind« 
all  the  world.  Id. 

3.  A  judgment  against  a  debtor  is  not 
binding  on  one  who  has  contracted  to  save 
him  harmless  from  the  debt,  unless  he  has 
been  notified  to  come  in  and  defend.  Busell 
Trimmer   Co.   v.    Coburn    (Mass.)  821 

4.  A  decree  denying  the  right  of  a  cor- 
poration to  have  bonds  secured  by  mort- 
gage on  its  property  surrendered  by  a 
pledgee  who  was  seeking  to  foreclose  its 
lien  on  the  bonds  against  the  pledgeor,  on 
the  ground  that  the  bonds  had  been  wrong- 
fully put  upon  the  market  and  had  never 
been  rightfully  negotiated,  is  no  bar  to  a 
subsequent  suit  against  the  corporation  to 
foreclose  the  mortgage  by  which  they  are 
secured,  since  the  latter  question  could  not 
have  been  determined  in  the  former  action. 
Rudcman  v.  Union  Ry.    (Or.)  480 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Judgment;  conclusiveness  in  subsequent 
action  or  suit  upon  same  cause;  essential 
qualities  of  res  judicata.  481 

Effect  of  defective  service  on  validity  of: 
injunction  to  restrain  enforcement.      .  499 

Conclusiveness  of  decree  of  distribution 
by  probate  court  on  unborn  devisees;  on 
heirs  or  devisees  not  personally  served  or 
present;  right  of  court  to  revise  decree: 
conclusiveness  of  judgment  of  probate 
court;  inadvertent  mistake  by  probate 
judge  in  naming  a  conclusion  of  fact  what 
is  really  a  conclusion  of  law;  impairment 
of  legal  effect  of  judgment  by.  785 

As  presumptive  evidence  of  liability  of 
judgment  debtor.  821 


Jtn>IOIAL  NOTICE.   ' 

See  Evidence,  1-3. 

JUDIOIAIi  SALE. 

A  court  order  annulling  a  Judicial  sale, 
and  directing  a  resale  of  the  property, 
without  accepting  the  bid,  or  directing  any 
proceedings  against  the  bidder,  or  any  con- 
firmation of  the  sale,  relieves  him  from  all 
liability  upon  his  bid.  Cowper  v.  Weaver 
(Ky.)  33 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Judicial  sale;  relief  of  purchaser  upon 
annulling  judicial  or  execution  sale: — (I.) 
Release  from  bid;  (II.)  release  from  bid 
and  return  of  deposit;  (III.)  relief  by  re- 
imbursement or  subrogation:  (a)  gen- 
erally; (6)  reimbursement;  {o)  subro- 
gation: (1)  generally;  (2)  out  of  proceeds 
of  resale;  id)  probate,  guardinns'  and  ad- 
ministrators' sales:    (1)    guardians'   sales; 
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(2)  adminifltrators'  Bales;  (e)  statutory 
relief;  {f)  proceeding  against  nonresi- 
<IenU;  {g)  fraudulent  sales;  (IV.)  relief 
by  action  against  the  debtor;  (V.)  relief 
by  action  against  the  creditor;  (VI.)  re- 
lief by  action  against  the  sheriff:  (VII.) 
nummary.  33 

XUBY. 

Excuse  of  Competent  Juror,  see  Ap- 
peal AND  Eebob,  17. 

JUSTICE  OF  THE  PEACE. 

Injunction  against  Execution  of  Judg- 
ment of,  see  iNJi^xcTiow,  7. 

UiCHES. 

See  LiMriATioN  of  Actions,  1,  2. 

UiKE. 

Taking  Right  to  Fish  in,  under  Power 
of  Eminent  Domain,  see  Eminent 
Domain,  2. 

XiAKDIiORD  AND  TENANT. 

Liability  of  Trustee  in  Bankruptcy  for 
Rent,  see  Bankruptcy,  2-4,  6. 

Estoppel  to  Claim  Invalidity  of  Land- 
lord's Entry,  see  Estoppel,  5. 

Landlord's  Duty  as  to  Keeping  Side- 
walk Free  from  Ice,  see  High- 
ways, 6. 

Liability  of  Oocupants  of  Lower  Floors 
for  Injury  Due  to  Blocking  of 
Stairway,  see  Negligence,  5. 

1.  The  retaking  of  the  premises  by  a 
lessor  releases  the  lessee  from  payment  of 
all  subsequent  aecuring  rents,  unless  the 
contract  expressly  provides  otherwise. 
Watson  V.  Merrill  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)     719 

2.  A  tenant  cannot  be  relieved  from  for- 
feiture of  his  term  because  of  breach  of 
his  covenant  to  pay  taxes  after  the  prem- 
ises have  been  sold  because  of  his  default, 
since  he  can  no  longer  perform  his  cove- 
nant, or  make  compensation  for  the  breach, 
so  as  to  entitle  himself  to  equitable  relief. 
Gordon  v.  Richardson    (Mass.)  867 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Landlord  and  tenant;  effect  of  adjudi- 
ctition  in  bankruptcy  of  tenant  to  termi- 
nate lease.  720 

Condition  givinjif  T\0it  of  re-entr\'  for 
broach  of  covenant;  enforcement  of  con- 
<ntion  where  compensation  in  money  can 
he  made;  breach  of  covenant  to  pay  taxes; 
waiver  by  landlord  of  breach  of  condition; 
<»ff(vct  of  landlord's  releasing;  premises  be- 
fore reentry'  for  condition  broken.  867 

LANDSLIDE. 

Assumption   of  Risk   of  Danjyer   from, 
see  Masteb  and  Servant.  13. 
61)  L.  R.  A. 


LAPSE. 

Of  Tjejjfacy.  see  Wit  J  J?.  4. 

LARCENT. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Larceny;  necessity  of  instructioii  aa  to 
law  on  circumstantial  evidence  on  prose- 
cution for.  105,  206 


LAST  CLEAR  OHAHOS. 

See  NaoLiQKKGB,  10,  11; 

WAT8,   9. 


LEASE. 

See  Landix>bd  aitd  TENAmr. 

LEAVE  OF  COITRT. 

To  Filing  of  Informatiofa,  see  InDior- 

MEJXT  AND  Information,  8. 
To  File  Bill  of  Review,  see  BMvmw,  4. 

LEOATEB. 

Who  is,  see  Insurance,  5. 

LEGISLATURE. 

Expulsion  of  Member  as  Bill  of  At- 
tainder, see  Attainder. 

Power  to  Create  and  Destroy  Ck>unties. 
see  Coi'NTiES. 

Relation  of  Judicial  Department  to. 
see  Courts,  4,  5. 

1.  A  member  of  the  le^slature  has,  in 
the  absence  of  constitutional  provision,  no 
right  to  a  trial  and  opportunity  to  be  heard 
upon  charges  made,  before  being  expelled 
therefrom.     French  v.  Senate    (Gal.)       556 

2.  A  member  of  the  state  legislature  i$» 
not  protected  by  the  Federal  Constitution 
from  the  exercise  by  that  body  of  its  con- 
stitutional right  to  remove  him  therefrom. 

Id. 

3.  The  state  legislature  has  power  to 
adopt  any  procedure  for  the  expulsion  of 
members,  and  to  change  it  at  pleasure.   Id. 

4.  The  constitutional  power  of  the  state 
legislature  to  expel  a  member  is  not  re 
str&cted  by  the  further  provision  that  a 
member  who  accepts  a  bribe  is  guilty  of 
felony,  upon  conviction  of  which  he  shall 
be  forever  disqualified  from  holding  any  of 
flee  or  public  trust;  and  therefore  convir 
tion  is  not  a  prerequisite  to  his  expulsion 
from  the  legislative  body.  Id. 

5.  Allegations  in  a  petition  by  person^ 
expelled  from  a  state  legislature  to  secure 
reinstatement,  that  they  were  expelled 
without  hearing  or  opportunity  for  defense, 
will  not  be  taken  as  true,  even  against  a 
demurrer,  where  the  record  of  the  proceed- 
ings, of  which  the  court  takes  judicial  no- 
tice, shows  that  charges  were  preferred, 
referred  to  a  committee  which  reported  an 
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investigation,  and  that  the  charges  were 
true  and  that  the  report  was  taken  up  and 
eonsidered  by  the  body,  at  which  time  pe- 
titioners had  an  opportunity  to  be  heard 
in  their  own  behalf.  Id. 

NOTE8  AND  Bbiefs. 

Legislature;  powers  and  privileges  of; 
right  to  expel  member;  exercise  of  power 
beyond  control  of  judiciary.  557 

IiEVT  AHD  SEIZUBE. 

"Wliat  propevty  exempt. 

1.  The  deposit  by  the  beneficiary  of  the 
proceeds  of  a  life-insurance  policy,  which 
are  exempt  from  execution  for  her  debts, 
in  a  bank,  does  not  destroy  the  exemption. 
Holmes  v.  Marshall   (Cal.)  67 

2.  The  exemption  from  execution  of  the 
proceeds  of  insurance  policies  is  not  limited 
to  claims  against  the  insured,  but  extends 
to  those  against  the  beneficiary,  under  a 
statute  providing  that  all  moneys,  benefits, 
privileges,  or  immunities  accruing,  or  in 
any  manner  growing  out  of,  life  insurance, 
are  exempt  from  execution;  and  the  same 
rule  applies  where  the  policy  is  payable 
to  tlie  ortate  of  the  assured,  and,  being  ex- 
empt from  his  debts,  the  proceeds  are  dis- 
tributed to  his  widow  under  the  statute  as 
his  next  of  kin.  Id. 

Setttnc  aalde  levy. 

3.  The  court  may  set  aside  the  levy  of 
an  attachment  upon  exempt  property.     Id. 

K0TB8  AND  Bbiefs. 

Levy  and  seizure;  of  growing  crops.     827 

UBEIi  AMD  SIiAHDER. 

1.  Words  which  are  harmless  in  them- 
selves may  be  libelous  in  the  light  of  extrin- 
sic facts.  Pavesich  V.  New  England  L.  Ins. 
Co.  (Ga.)  101 

2.  A  publication  of  an  advertisement  of 
an  insurance  company,  containing  a  per- 
son's picture  and  a  statement  that  the  per- 
son has  policies  of  insurance  with  the 
company  and  is  pleased  with  his  invest- 
ment, when  in  fact  he  has  no  such  policies, 
is  libelous  as  having  a  tendency  to  create 
the  impression  among  those  who  know  the 
facts  that  the  person  whose  picture  is  re- 
produced has  told  a  wilful  falsehood,  either 
gratuitously  or  for  a  consideration.        Id. 

Notes  and  Beiefs. 

Libel  and  slander;  in  charging  one  with 
doing  what  the  law  authorizes  to  be  done: 
definition  of  libel;  innuendo  to  chanjre 
natural  meaning  of  words.  102 

69  L.  R.  A. 


LIBERTY. 

See  Fbeedom  of  Speech. 

UBERTY  OF  SPEECH  OB  PBESS. 

As  Limitation  on  Exercise  of  Right  to 
Privacy,  see  Pbivact,  2. 

UCENSE. 

Of  Attorney;  Revocation,  see  Attor- 
neys, 2. 

Authority  of  Municipality  as  to,  see 
Municipal   Corpobatigns,   1. 

Necessity  of  Ophthalmologist  Procur- 
ing, see  Physicians. 

1.  A  license  is  a  personal  privilege  to  do 
certain  acts  upon  the  lands  of  another,  but 
creates  no  estate  therein,  is  revocable  at 
will,  and  may  rest  in  parol;  while  an  ease- 
ment is  an  estate  in  real  property,  and  its 
grant  falls  within  the  statute  of  frauds. 
Howes  V.  Barmon  (Id.)  668 

2.  Unless  the  evidence  be  clearly  to  the 
contrary,  a  court  will  presume  that  a  parol 
agreement  to  impress  real  property  with  a 
servitude  was  made  with  a  knowledge  of 
the  provisions  of  the  statute  of  frauds,  and 
was  therefore  intended  as  a  license  only, 
and  not  as  an  easement.  Id. 
'  3.  A  license,  revocable  by  the  licensor, 
and  not  an  easement,  is  created  by  oral  per- 
mission to  use  a  stairway  on  the  outside 
of  a  building  to  reach  the  second  story  of 
an  adjoining  building,  in  consideration  that 
those  to  whom  such  permission  is  given 
will  allow  the  owner  of  the  stairway  to 
erect  a  porch  at  the  back  end  of  his  build- 
ing, on  a  strip  of  vacant  land  owned  by 
the  other  parties.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiees. 

License;  upon  private  property;  defi- 
nition of;    revooation.  668 

IiIEHS. 

Remedy  for  Enforcing,  see  Aorioif  or 
Suit,  1. 

IiIFE  TEKANTS. 

1.  The  life  estates  created  by  statute, 
giving  a  surviving  husband  or  wife  one- 
third  interest  for  life  in  the  real  estate  of 
the  other,  are  subject  to  the  incidents  of 
common-law  life  estates,  although  they  are 
not  the  same  as  the  common-law  estates: 
and  the  life  tenant  is  tJierefore  impeach- 
able for  waste.  Swayne  v.  Lone  Acre  Oil 
Co.   (Tex.)  986 

2.  One  entitled  to  an  imdivided  life  en- 
tate  under  a  statute  giving  a  surviving  hus- 
band or  wife  a  one-third  interest  in  the 
real  ostate  of  the  other  cannot  deman<I 
absolutely  any  part  of   the  production   of 
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oil    wells    subsequently    opened    upon    the  1 
property  by  the  remainder-men,  but  is  en- 
titled only  to  the  income  upon  one  third 
of  the  oil  produced.  Id. 

Risht  to  dlTidends. 

3.  The  rule  that  cash  dividends  on  cor- 
porate stock  go  to  life  tenants,  and  stock 
dividends  to  the  remainder-men,  will  not 
yield  whenever  an  investigation  miglit  ap- 
pear to  indicate  its  failure  in  a  given  ease 
to  accomplish  what  might  be  conceived  to 
be  exact  justice,  upon  the  basis  of  some 
theoretical  view  of  the  ultimate  rights  of 
persons  asserting  conflicting  successive 
stock  interests.     Smith  v.  Dana  (Conn.)   76 

4.  Withdrawal  from  certain  incidental 
branches  of  business  which  a  corporation 
has  been  carrying  on  does  not  make  the 
distribution  of  the  money  invested  in  them 
as  dividends  a  partial  liquidation  which 
will  carry  the  dividends  to  the  remainder- 
men as  against  life  tenants,  where  the 
capital  stock  is  not  impaired,  and  its  value 
remains  above  par,  and  practically  the 
same  after  the  dividends  as  before.  Id. 

6.  Cash  dividends  upon  corporate  stock 
belong  to  the  life  tenants  notwithstanding 
they  were  derived  from  the  sale  of  perma- 
nent property  in  which  profits  had  been  in- 
vested. Id. 

8.  Investment  of  the  profits  of  a  corpora- 
tion in  permanent  works  does  not  capital- 
ize them,  so  that  upon  the  sale  of  the  works 
the  directors  cannot  distribute  them  as  a 
cash  dividend,  which  will  belong  to  life 
tenants,  and  not  to  remainder-men',  of  the 
stock.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbdefs. 

Life  tenants;  respective  rights  of  life 
tenants  and  remainder-men  in  stock  divi- 
dends. 76 

Interest  of  life  tenant  in  mines  under 
land;  where  life  tenant  is  widow  whose 
estate  is  created  by  statute;  right  to  oil 
produced  from  wells  drilled  by  remainder- 
men; to  what  life  estates  doctrine  of  waste 
applies;   what  constitutes  waste.  986 

IiIGHT. 

Municipal  Liability  for  Falling  over 
Horse  Block  from  Lack  of,  see 
Highways,  8. 

IiIMTTATION  OF  ACTIONS. 

Estoppel  to  Plead,  see  Estoppel,  7. 
Invalidity    of    Short    Limitation    for 

Suit  on  Policy,  see  Insubance,  8. 
Time   for   Filing   Bill    of   Review,    see 

Review,  2. 

I.  Under  ordinary  circumstances  a  suit 
in  equity  will  not  be  stayed  for  laches  he- 
no  L.  R.  A. 


fore,  and  will  be  stayed  after,  the  tini^ 
fixed  by  the  analogous  statute  of  limita 
tions  at  law;  but,  if  unusual  oonditioiiH 
make  it  inequitable  to  allow  the  proseeu 
tion  of  a  suit  after  a  briefer,  or  to  forbid 
its  maintenance  after  a  longer,  period  than 
that  fixed  by  the  statute,  the  chancellor 
will  not  be.  bound  by  the  statute,  but  will 
determine  the  extraordinary  case  in  ar 
oordance  with  the  equities  which  condition 
it.    Williams  v.  Neelv  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.\ 

232 
Equitable  remedies;  lachea. 

2.  It  is  not  culpable  laches  for  one  who 
has  an  equitable  defense  or  reduction  to  a 
promissory  note  which  has  been  and  is  the 
subject  of  pending  litigation  in  another 
court,  and  which,  if  available  at  law,  would 
survive  as  long  as  the  cause  of  action  upon 
the  note  existed,  to  wait  until  an  affirma- 
tive action  at  law  upon  the  subject  of  the 
defense  is  barred,  and  until  the  equitable 
defense  is  rejected  in  an  action  at  law  upon 
the  note,  before  invoking  the  aid  of  a  court 
of  equity  to  enjoin  the  prosecution  of  the 
latter  action  until  his  equitable  defense  is 
allowed.  Id. 
Bffeet  of  bar  of  other  claim  or  remedy. 

3.  The  defense  of  reduction  or  recoup- 
ment, which  arises  out  of  the  same  trans- 
action as  a  promissory  note  or  claim,  sur- 
vives as  long  as  a  cause  of  action  upon 
the  promissory  note  or  claim  exists,  al- 
though an  affirmative  action  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  defense  may  be  barred  fay  the 
statute  of  limitations.  Id. 

4.  A  note  given  for  interest  on  another 
note  which  is  secured  by  mortgage  is  itself 
so  secured,  and  the  mortgage  may  be  fore- 
closed to  satisfy  it,  although  the  prior  not^^ 
is  barred  by  the  statute  of  limitations. 
Kleis  V.  McGrath  (Iowa)  290 
Wbem  statute  nuts. 

5.  Under  a  stipulation  in  a  mortgagi» 
securing  a  series  of  notes  due  at  intervals 
of  one  year,  that  nonpayment  of  any  one  off 
them,  together  with  nonpayment  of  taxes 
due  on  the  mortgaged  premises,  shall  ma 
ture  the  entire  debt,  failure  to  pay  the  first 
note  at  its  maturity  and  taxes  due  at  that 
time,  which  default  continues  untO  all  th^ 
notes  are  due,  starts  the  running  of  the 
statute  of  limitations  in  favor  of  the 
whole  debt.  Snyder  v.  Miller  (Kan.)  2.50 
Remoral  of  bar. 

6.  Giving  a  note  for  interest  upon  a 
larger  note  already  barred  by  the  statute 
of  limitations,  which  does  not  mention  or 
in  any  way  refer  to  the  earlier  note,  doe^ 
not  revive  it  under  a  statute  providing  that 
causes  of  action  founded  on  contract  ar^ 
revived  by  an  admission  in  writing.  »igne<l 
by  the  party  to  be  charged,  that  the  debt 
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is  unpaid,  or  by  a  likp  new  promise  to  par 
the  same.  Kleis  v.  McGrath  (Iowa)  260 
7.  Payment  of  the  taxes  due  on  mort- 
«7aged  premises  by  one  who  purchased  the 
property  subject  to  the  mortgfaf?o,  but  did 
not  assume  its  payment,  does  not  suspend 
the  running  of  limitations  against  the 
right  to  foreclose  the  mortgage,  which  had 
been  started  by  failure  of  the  mortgagor 
to  pay  at  maturity  the  first  of  a  series  of 
potes  secured  by  the  mortgage  and  taxes 
ilue  at  that  time,  the  mortgage  providing 
that  nonpayment  of  any  one  of  the  notes, 
together  with  nonpayment  of  taxes  due  on 
the  premises,  should  mature  the  entire 
debt.     Snyder  v.  Miller   (Kan.)  250 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Limitation  of  actions:  running  of, 
against  defense  arising  out  of  same  trans- 
action as  claim  sued  on.  235 

Provision  in  mortgage  that  whole  debt 
shall  become  due  upon  failure  to  pay  in- 
terest and  taxes;  suspension  of  operation 
of  statute  by  subsequent  payment  of  taxes; 
where  payment  is  made  by  subsequent 
grantee  of  land.  250 

Giving  note  to  secure  interest  accrued  on 
note  previously  given  as  acknowledgment 
of  continued  indebtedness  upon  latter; 
statement  in  writing  by  debtor  that  specific 
amount  is  due  as  admission  of  balance  of 
claim  over  such  amoimt.  261 

LIMITATION  OF  UABIUTY. 

See  Cabbiebs,  7. 

lilVERT-STABIiE  KEEPER. 

Liability  as  Carrier,  see  Cabbiebs,  1,  2. 

LOOS. 

Right    to    Maintain    Replevin    for.    see 
Replevin,  4r-6. 

LOTTERY. 

The  fact  that  each  member  is  entitled 
to  trade  out  of  the  amount  he  has  paid  in 
whenever  h^  chooser  to  withdraw  from  the 
club  does  not  prevent  a  suit  club,  which  is  a 
scheme  by  which  a  certain  number  of  per- 
sons pay  a  small  sum  per  week,  and  choose 
by  lot  each  week  one  of  the  number  who 
shall  receive  a  suit  of  clothes  worth  much 
more  than  such  weekly  payment,  upon  re- 
ceipt of  which  he  ceases  to  be  a  member  of 
the  club,  from  l)eing  a  lottery.  People  v. 
McPheo  (Mich.)  "  505 


NOTKS  AND  BrTKFS. 

Lottery;   what  constitutes. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


506 


MAIL. 

Contract  by,  see  OoNKJor  op  Laws,  2. 

IfANDAMirS. 

Notes  akd  Briefs. 

Mandamus;  to  compel  court  to  proceed 
with  trial ;  where  party  is  in  contempt.    312 

To  compel  courts  and  judges  to  approve 
and  accept  bonds:  to  compel  performance 
of  act  by  officer  who  pleads  authority  of  un- 
constitutional act  for  nonperformance.     428 

To  restore  to  membership  one  expelled 
from  state  legislature;  mandamus  fk'om  one 
branch  to  co-ordinate  branch;  not  issued 
when  not  effectual  or  beneficial ;  to  control 
discretion  of  lawmaking  branch  of  govern- 
ment. 567 

MARKETABLE  TITLE. 

See  Vendoe  and  Pubchaseb. 

MARRIAGE. 

Law  Governing,  see  Conflict  of  Laws, 

3,4. 
As  Consideration  for  Contract,  see  OoN- 

TBACTS,  2. 

MASTER  AND  SERVANT. 

Liability     for     Maliciously     Procuring 

Breach  of  Contract  of  Employment, 

see  Case. 
Damages  for  Breach  of  Contract  of  TJm- 

ployment,  see  Damages,  6. 
Question   for  Jury  as  to  Contributory 

Negligence  of  Brakeman,  see  Tbial, 

8. 

Master's  duty  as  to  appliances. 

Proximate  Cause  of  Injury  to  Servant 
by  Fall  of  Derrick,  see  Pboximate 
Cause,  3. 

See  also  Tbial,  20. 

1.  There  is  no  distinction  between  the 
construction  of  the  appliances  furnished  for 
the  use  of  a  servant  and  their  maintenance, 
so  far  as  the  right  of  the  master  is  concerned 
to  absolve  himself  from  liability  for  injuries 
by  furnishing  suitable  materials  to  a  com 
petent  person,  to  be  used  for  that  purpose. 
Rincicotti  v.  John  J.  O'Brien  Contracting 
Co.   (Conn.)  936 

2.  Failure  of  an  engin<^er  to  observe  a 
custom  of  the  road,  when  cars  are  being 
coupled  together,  to  stop  his  engine  imme 
diately  when  the  cars  come  together  and  hold 
it  stationary  until  signaled  by  the  brake- 
men  making  the  coupling  to  move  it  again, 
is  negligence  rendering  the  company  liable 
for  injury  to  a  brakeman  in  consequence 
thereof.  Schus  v.  Powers-Simpson  Co. 
(Minn.)  887 

3.  .\n    employer    without  the    necessary 
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t<»chiiical  knowledge  to  enable  him  to  deter- 
mine whether  or  not  a  boiler  furnished  by 
him  is  safe  may  rely  upon  the  statement  of 
the  ofRcial  city  boiler  inspector,  so  far  as  his 
<iuty  towards  his  employees  is  concerned. 
Service  v.  Shoneman  (Pa.)  792 

4.  Negligence  by  an  employer  in  furnish- 
ing an  unsafe  boiler  is  rebutted,  so  as  to  ab- 
solve him  from  liability  for  injuries  to  em- 
ployees by  its  explosion,  where,  before  its 
purchase,  he  made  extended  inquiries  as  to 
which  boiler  was  best,  and  purchased  the  one 
recommended  after  its  superiority  was  point- 
ed out,  paying  a  larger  price  than  was  asked 
for  others ;  and  it  had  been  used  in  his  es- 
tablishment three  years  before  the  accident 
without  complaint,  and  was  exclusively  used 
«ind  favored  by  the  ow^ners.  Id. 

5.  That  a  boiler  furnished  by  an  employer 
for  the  use  of  his  employees  contains  an 
unsafe  device  will  not  render  him  liable  for 
injuries  to  them  by  reason  of  such  defect,  if 
he  procured  it  in  the  exercise  of  business 
prudence,  and  it  was  one  in  ordinary  use.  Id. 

6.  The  failure  to  box  or  otherwise  pro- 
tect a  rapidly  revolving  upright  shaft  coming 
up  through  the  floor  in  an  alley  or  passage- 
way where  an  inexperienced  girl  is  required 
to  sweep,  and  who  is  not  warned  of  the  dan- 
ger, may  be  found  by  the  jury  to  constitute 
negligence  which  M^ill  render  the  employer 
liable  for  injuries  to  her  when  her  clothing 
is  caught  and  wound  upon  the  shaft.  Ameri- 
can Tobacco  Go.  v.  Strickling  (Md.)  909 

7.  Mere  knowledge  of  an  employee  of  a 
contractor  for  the  setting  of  the  stone  work 
of  a  building,  of  a  custom  that  the  scatfold- 
ing  shall  be  furnished  by  the  brick  contrac- 
tors, does  not  amount  to  a  waiver  of  his  right 
to  hold  his  employer  responsible  for  the 
safety  of  a  scaffold  furnished  for  him  to 
work  upon.  McBeath  v.  Rawle  (HI.)  697 
]ffMiter*s  duty  to  be  present. 

8.  The  mere  fact  that  a  place  where  a 
servant  is  working  is  rendered  temporarily 
unsafe  in  the  execution  of  the  details  of  the 
service  does  not,  alone,  make  it  the  duty  of 
the  master  to  be  present  in  person,  or  by 
representative,  to  protect  the  servant  from 
harm.  Dill  v.  Marmon  (Ind.)  163 
Duty  to  inspeet. 

9.  The  master  is  bound  to  make  reason- 
able inspection  of  appliances  used  to  aid  his 
servants  in  their  work,  and  he  cannot  re- 
lieve himself  from  the  consequences  of  his 
failure  to  do  so  by  delegating  the  duty  to 
oompet<>nt  employees.  Rincicotti  v.  John  J. 
O'Brien  Contracting  Co.  (Conn.)  936 
AMumptiou  of  risk. 

10.  A  servant  engaged  in  assisting  in  shift- 
ing oarH  to  be  loaded  at  a  mill  assumes  the 
risk  of  the  foreman  giving  a  negligent  com- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


mand  relative  to  the  handling  of  the  can. 
Dill  V.  Marmon   (Ind.)  163 

11.  After  a  maater  has  exerdsed  due  carr 
in  the  selection  of  servants,  the  danger  aria 
ing  from  the  negligence  of  a  fellow  servant 
is  one  which  is  voluntarily  assumed  by  a 
person  going  into  the  service  of  the  master; 
it  being  a  risk  for  which  satisfactory  com 
pensation  is  presumed  to  have  been  rendered 
by  the  larger  wages  he  can  earn  in  such 
service  than  in  other  employments.  Louis- 
ville &  N.  R.  Co.  V.  Dillard  (Tenn.)  746 

12.  A  direction  by  a  foreman  to  an  em- 
ployee assisting  in  shifting  cars  to  be  loaded 
at  a  mill,  to  push  a  car  put  in  motion  by 
the  impact  of  another  before  it  has  lost  its 
momentum,  is  not  such  a  change  in  his  work, 
although  he  has  never  done  that  particular 
act  before,  as  to  authorize  him  to  proceed  at 
the  master's  risk.    Dill  v.  Marmon   (Ind.i 

163 

13.  A  railroad  engineer  who  obeys,  al- 
though reluctantly,  an  order  to  take  his 
train  through  a  mountainous  region  on  its^ 
regular  trip  at  a  time  of  heavy  rains,  when 
land  slides  are  anticipated,  assumes  the  risk 
of  such  slides,  and  cannot  hold  the  oompaay 
responsible  in  case  his  train  is  carried  from 
the  track  by  a  slide  which  comes  upon  it  so 
suddenly  that  there  is  no  time  to  escape, 
and  the  danger  of  which  was  not  observed 
by  a  track  inspector,  who  had  passed  the 
spot  just  before  the  train  reached  there-, 
since  it  must  be  regarded  as  pure  accident. 
Kinzel  v.  Atlanta,  K.  &  N.  R.  Go.  (C.  C. 
App.  6th  C.)  757 
Fellow  serraj&ts. 

Imputing  Engineer's  Negligence  to  Oon- 
ductor,  see  Negligence,  8. 

Receiver's  Liability  for  Injury  by  Fel- 
low Servant's  Negligence,  see  Rk- 

CEIVEBS. 

Sufficiency  of  Title  of  Statute  as  to,  see 

Statutes,  5. 
Special  Legislation  as  to,  see  Statutes. 

7. 
See  also  Commebce,  2;  CoNsriTUTtONAL 

Law,  5,  6. 

14.  A  master  is  not  liable  to  a  servant  for 
injuries  caused  by  negligence  of  a  foreman  in 
directing  work  where  the  master  has  other 
wise  performed  bis  duty.  Dill  t.  Marmon 
(Ind.)  163 

15.  An  employer  is  not  liable  to  an  em 
ployee  for  injuries  caused  by  negligence  in 
the  handling  of  a  boiler  upon  the  premise^ 
by  a  coemployee,  an  engineer  who  is  conceded 
to  have  been  competent.  Service  v.  Shone 
man  (Pa.)  79*i 

16.  The  conductor  of  a  passenger  train 
cannot  be  regarded  as  in  a  separate  depart 
ment   of   service    from    a    brakeman   of  a 
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freight  train,  so  as  to  render  the  railroad 
company  liable  for  injury  to  the  latter  by 
his  negligence.  Louisville  &  N.  R.  Co.  v. 
Dillard  (Tenn.)  74« 

17.  A  servant  employed  to  assist  in  shift- 
ing cars  to  be  loaded  at  a  mill  cannot  hold 
the  master  liable  for  an  injury  caused  by 
the  negligence  of  the  foreman  in  charge  of 
the  two  or  three  men  engaged  in  such  work, 
but  who  is  not  at  the  head  of  a  department 
of  the  work,  in  directing  him  to  push  a  car 
after  it  has  been  set  in  motion  by  the  mo- 
mentum of  another  car,  or  in  failing  to 
stop  the  latter  after  the  servant,  in  attempt- 
ing to  obey  the  order,  has  slipped  and  fallen 
in  such  a  way  that  he  will  be  injured  in  case 
it  is  not  stopped.    Dill  v.  Marmon   (Ind.) 

163 

18.  The  doctrine  of  fellow  service  will  not 
defeat  the  liability  of  a  steaBtship  company 
for  death  of  a  member  of  the  crew  through 
the  sinking  of  the  vessel,  although  the  oauae 
of  thei  accident  was  the  negligence  of  the 
master  and  pilot,  where  the  loss  of  life  was 
due  to  inability  to  launch  the  boats  because 
of  insufficiency  of  the  crew  in  that  they 
could  not  understand  the  language  of  the 
officers,  and  had  not  been  drilled  in  lowering 
the  boats.  Re  Pkeiflc  Mail  S.  S.  Go.  (C.  C. 
App.  »th  C.)  71 

19.  An  employee  injured  by  the  negli- 
gence of  another  while  both  are  acting  in 
the  line  of  duty  as  employees  of  a  corpora- 
tion has  a  right  of  action  against  the  com- 
pany, under  the  Indiana  employer's  liabil- 
ity act  of  1893.  Pittsburgh,  C.  G.  ft  St.  L. 
R.  Oo.  ▼.  Montgomery  (Ind.)  875 

20.  Negligence  of  a  superior  servant  of  a 
railroad  company,  causing  injury  to  an  em- 
ployee under  his  control,  renders  the  em- 
ployer liable  under  Ohio  act  April  2,  1890, 
although  the  negligence  was  in  respect  of 
the  performance  of  work  of  the  kind  done  by 
the  injured  person,  and  not  in  the  perform- 
ance of  any  dufy  imposed  by  law  on  the 
master  personally.  Peiroe  t.  Van  Dusen 
(C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  706 

21.  An  action  against  a  receiver  of  a 
railroad  corporation  is  within  the  provisions 
of  Ohio  act  April  2,  1890,  making  railroad 
companies  liable  in  certain  cases  for  the  neg- 
ligence of  fellow  servants  or  employees  who 
have  power  or  authority  to  direct  or  control 
the  one  injured.  Id. 

22.  A  corporation  operating  a  "logging 
railroad,"  not  as  a  common  carrier,  but  ex- 
clusively for  its  own  private  business,  is 
Hubject  to  the  provisions  of  a  statute  mak- 
ing railroad  corporations  liable  for  injuries 
tx)  servants  caused  by  the  negligence  of  fel- 
low servants,  since  its  employeee  engaged  in 
the  operation  of  the  road  are  exposed  to  the 
69  L.  R.  A. 


same  dangers  and  risks  as  are  employees  of 
railroad  corporations  engaged  in  the  busi- 
ness of  a  common  carrier.  Schus  v.  Powj 
ers-Simpson  Co.   (Minn.)  887 

23.  A  statute  making  void  a  contract  by 
a  corporation  for  the  release  or  relief  from 
liability  to  an  employee  for  negligence  of  a 
fellow  servant  is  not  unconstitutional. 
Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St  L.  R.  Ck).  v.  Montgom- 
ery  (Ind.)  876 

24.  An  agreement  by  a  railroad  employee 
that  the  acceptance  of  benefits  from  a  relief 
fund  shall  operate  as  a  release  of  all  claims 
against  the  railroad  company  is  void,  un- 
der the  employer's  liability  act  of  1893,  al- 
though the  release  is  only  conditional.  Id. 
Liability  to  tlaird  persona  for  aerr- 

ant'a  acta. 
To  guest    at  Hotel,  see    Innkeefbbs, 
3-7. 
26.  The  relation  of  master  and  servant 
does  not  render  the  master  liable  for  the 
torts  of  the  servant,  unless  connected  with 
his  duties  as  such  servant  or  within  the 
scope  of  hie  employment.    Clancy  v.  Barker 
(Neb.)  642 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

See  also  Innkexpebs. 

Master  and  servant;  liability  for  induc- 
ing servant  to  break  contract  of  employ- 
ment. 92 

Assumption  of  risk;  duty  to  furnish  safe 
place  to  work;  safe  railroad  bed  and  track; 
contributory  negligence  of  servant;  in  ab- 
senoe  of  full  knowledge  of  danger.        757 

Assumption  by  brakeman  of  risk  of  coup- 
ling cars;  action  to  recover;  necessity  of 
proving  what  particular  precaution  defend- 
ant should  have  taken,  but  did  not;  negli- 
gence of  engineer  in  failing  to  keep  engine 
stationary  until  coupling  is  made;  contribu- 
tory negligenoe  of  brakeman;  abrogation  of 
fellow  servant  doctrine  aa  to  railroads; 
what  is  a  "railroad.".  888 

Duty  to  furnish  safe  appliances;  measure 
of  care;  furnishing  appliance  in  ordinary 
use;  where  there  are  safer  appliances;  lia- 
bility for  error  in  judgment  in  selecting  ap- 
pliances; right  to  rely  on  inspection  of  ap- 
pliances by  public  officials.  797 

Defective  appliances;  when  servant  may 
recover  for  injury  caused  by;  duty  of  in- 
spection; negligent  construction  of  scaffold; 
where  scaffold  erected  by  independent  con- 
tractor; liability  of  master  for  safety  of 
machinery  and  appliances  furnished  and 
built  by  other  contractor;  duty  to  furnish 
safe  place  to  work;  delegation  of  duty  of 
inspection ;  choice  of  methods  of  doing  work 
by  employee;  employee's  knowledge  of  dan- 
ger. 697 
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Duty  to  provide  safe  plaee  and  appliances 
for  servant;  duty  not  only  to  make^  bnt  to 
keep,  place  of  work  safe;  delegation  of  duty 
to  agent;  liability  for  nonfeasance  as  well 
as  misfeasance  of  agent  as  to  duty;  failure 
of  agent  to  give  necessary  signal ;  foreman 
acting  as  representative  of  master  in  or- 
dering work  at  particular  place;  assump- 
tion of  risk  by  servant;  right  to  assume 
that  there  is  no  danger  in  obeying  specific 
order;  determining  vice  principalship  with 
respect  to  character  of  act  causing  injury; 
foreman  as  fellow  servant;  liability  of  mas- 
ter for  negligence  of  fellow  servants  in  us- 
ing tools  or  in  making  place  of  work  un- 
safe; right  to  delegate  superintendence  of 
work;  adoption  by  servant  of  more  danger- 
ous method  of  doing  work;  master  not 
bound  to  furnish  implements  of  the  best  or 
most  approved  pattern;  failure  to  guard 
against  accident  that  could  not  reasonably 
have  been  anticipated.  164 

Duty  to  provide  safe  place  of  work;  fail- 
ure to  box  machinery;  duty  to  warn  of 
danger;  evidence  of  custom  to  guard  ma- 
chineiy.  900 

Who  are  vice  principals;  statute  making 
railroad  companies  liable  for  injury  to  em- 
ployee by  superior  servant;  applicability  to 
private  railroads;  liability  of  receiver  of 
railroad  for  injury  to  employee;  question 
whether  person  is  fellow  servant  one  of  gen- 
eral, and  not  local,  law.  700 

Test  as  to  whether  one  is  vice  principal  or 
fellow  servant;  delegation  of  master's  duty 
to  agent;  duty  of  master  to  inspect  instru- 
mentalities ;  right  of  servant  to  rely  on  per- 
formance of  duty;  delegation  of  duty  of  in- 
spection; assumption  of  risk  by  servant  of 
defects  in  instrumentalities.  937 

Validity  of  statute  abrogating  fellow  serv- 
ant rule  as  to  corporations.  876 

Liability  of  innkeepers  and  carriers  for 
injuries  to  guests  and  passengers  by  serv- 
ants; liability  of  proprietors  of  theaters, 
saloons,  stores,  etc;'  servant  not  acting 
within  scope  of  duty.  643 

1IAXIM8. 

1.  '* Every  man's  house  is  his  castle.'' 
Pavesich  v.  Xew  England  L.  Ins.  Co.  (Ga,} 

101 

2.  He  who  seeks  equity  must  do  equity. 
Campbell  v.  Justices  of  Superior  Court 
(Mass.)  311 

3.  Nemo  del>ot  bis  vexari  pro  eadem  causn 
Hunt  V.  l^arling  (R.  I.)  497 

4.  Null  us  videtur  dolo  facere  qui  suo  jure 
utitur.     Ex  parte  Chace  (R.  I.)  493 

5.  Qui  faoit  per  aliuin  facit  per  se.  State 
V.  Guglielmo  rOr.)  466 
69  L.  R.  A. 


6.  Respondeat  superior.  Clancy  v.  Bsr 
ker  (0.  0.  App.  8th  C.)  '  6S.{ 

7.  Sic  utere  tuo  ut  alienum  non  lieda*. 
Youghiogheny  River  Coal  Co.  v.  Alleghenx 
Nat.  Bank  (Pa.)  637 

8.  Ubi  jus  ibi  remediuoL  Pftvench  v.  New 
England  L.  Ins.  Co.   (Ga.)  101 

9.  Volenti  non  fit  injuria.  Dill  v.  liar 
moa  (Ind.)  163 

Notes  and  Bbhtb. 

Maxima;  ex  turpi  causa  non  oritur  actio. 

63 

Expressio  unius  est  cxdusio  alterina.  830 

BfEMOBAHDUM. 

Admissibility    in    Bvidenoe,    wm    Evi- 
DKNGB,  8-10. 

MEHTAI.  AHGUiaiK. 

Damages  for,  see  Damages,  12,  14. 

MHAPOHD. 

Right  to  Enjoin  Lowering  of  Water  oft 
see  iNjuHcnow,  1. 

Notes  akd  Buefb. 

Mills ;  reasonable  use  of  mill  pond ;  rigfat» 
of  mill  owner  in  water.  933 


Rights  of  Life  Tenant  in  Oil  Wells,  see 
Lii-E  Tenahts,  2.  ' 

The  leaving  of  surface  supports  is  not 
within  a  provision  in  a  sale  by  the  owner 
of  coal  in  place  of  the  vein,  wliich  is  held 
subject  to  the  duly  of  supporting  the  sur- 
face, by  which  he  undertakes  to  indemnify 
the  purchaser  for  any  liability  for  any  dam 
age  which  may  result  to'  the  surface  '^t 
reason  of  the  skilful  and  careful  mining  and 
taking  away  of  the  coal,"  but  the  words  re- 
fer solely  to  the  manner  of  working  the 
vein.  Youghiogheny  River  Coal  Co.  v.  Al 
legheny  Nat.   Bank    ^Pa.)  637 

Notes  ajnd  Bbiefs. 

Mines;  grant  or  reservation  of  lands  and 
minerals:  right  of  surface  owner  to  sup 
port.  637 

Interest  of  widow  entitled  to  life  estate 
in  mines  underneath  land;  right  to  propor- 
tion of  oil  produced  from  wells  opened  by  re 
maindcr-men;  waste  by  life  tenant  in  drill 
ing  well;  interest  of  life  tenant  generally  in 
minerals  under  land.  98( 


MIIIOR8. 

See  Infants. 
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MOBTGAGB. 

Kstoppel  to  Plead  LimitationB  as  De- 
fense to  Foreclospure  Suit,  see  Es- 
toppel, 7. 

Rights  of  Mortgagee  under  Policy,  see 
iNSUBANCE,    7. 

Right  to  Foreclose  Mortgage  to  Satisfy 
Outlawed  Note  for  Interest  on 
Note  Secured  by  the  Mortgage,  see 
Limitation  or  Actions,  4. 

Securing  Series  of  Notes;  When  Limi- 
tation Begins  to  run  on,  see  Limi- 
tation OP  Actions,  6. 

Effect  of  Payment  of  Taxes  by  Pur- 
chaser of  Premises  on  Running  of 
Limitations,  see  Limitation  of 
Actions,  7. 

See  also  Fixtures. 

Xotes  and  i^BiErs. 

See  also  Insueanoi. 

Mortgage;  to  secure  note;  effect  as  se- 
curity for  second  note  given  for  interest  on 
first  one.  261 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  of  suit  to  foreclose 
mortgage  in  other  state  or  country.        682 

Chattel  mortgage  on  growing  crops.    827 

What  property  will  pass  as  fixtures 
under  mortgage;  things  placed  on  land,  but 
not  yet  affixed;  intent  to  affix.        89.3,  900 

MinflCIPAIi  CORPORATIONS. 

Authorizing  Condemnation  of  Land 
for  Park  Purposes,  see  Eminent 
Domain,  4. 

Right  to  Value  of  Sewer  and  Water 
Pipes  under  Streets  Taken  by  Fed- 
eral Government,  see  Eminent 
Domain,  14. 

Liability  of  Official  for  False  Imprison- 
ment, see  False  Impbisonment,  2. 

RightH  and  TJabilities  as  to  Highway, 
see  Highways. 

Rates  Charged  by.  for  Water,  see 
Watebs,  3-5. 

A«tliorltx  to  license. 

As  to  Automobiles,  see  Automobiles. 

1.  Authority  given  to  a  municipal  cor- 
poration to  regulate  includes  authority  to 
license  as  a  means  of  regulation  when  it 
cannot  be  otherwise  accomplished.  People 
V.  Schneider  (Mich.)  345 
Ordlnanoea. 

Prohibiting  Storage  of  Explosive  Oils 
within  Corporate  Limits,  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  10. 

2.  An  ordinance  which  applies  alike  to 
all  persons,  firms,  or  corporations  engaged 
in  the  business  legislated  against  is  not  dis- 
criminatory.    Crowley   v.   Ellsworth    (La.) 

276 

.3.  An  ordinance  is  not  informal  or  11- 
ri9  L.  R.  A. 


legal  because  the  cause  or  reasons  of  itf 
enactment  are  not  given,  nor  because  it 
punishes  as  a  nuisance  what  neither  by  it 
nor  by  another  ordinance  is  expre.ssly  de- 
clared to  be  suoh.  Id. 

4.  Authority  to  a  municipal  corporation 
to  regulate  the  storage  of  combustible  and 
inflammable  materials  includes  authority 
to  prohibit  the  storage  of  refined  and  other 
explosive  oils  within  the  corporate  limits; 
and  an  ordinance  so  providing  is  not  un- 
reasonable. Id. 

5.  A  special  ordinance  granting  to  a  par- 
ticular person  permission  to  store  refined 
oils  within  the  corporate  limits  of  a  town 
is  repealed  by  a  subsequent  general  ordi- 
nance, applicable  to  all  persons  alike,  mak- 
ing such  storage  of  oils  a  criminal  offense. 

Id. 
IdabiUty  for  iajiurleft. 

In  Highway,  see  Highways,  5-9. 

6.  A  municipal  corporation  has  no  right 
to  prevent  the  use  by  its  owner,  in  a  law- 
ful way,  of  a  paved  strip  between  the  street 
line  and  a  building  set  a  few  feet  back 
from  the  street,  where  there  is  nothing  to 
show  that  the  strip  has  ever  become  a  part 
of  the  highway,  or  that  the  municipality 
has  so  treated  it.  Temby  T.  Ishpeming 
(Mich.)  618 

7.  A  municipal  corporation  is  not  liable 
for  injuries  to  a  traveler  upon  a  sidewalk 
through  the  fall  of  a  billboard  insecurely 
placed  by  an  abutting  owner  upon  his  own 
property  near  the  edge  of  the  street,  under 
a  statute  requiring  it  to  keep  its  streets 
reasonably  safe  and  fit  for  travel.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Municipal  corporations;  liability  for  in- 
jury to  person  by  falling  over  stepping 
stone  on  sidewalk.  84 

Power  to  regulate  lawful  business;  char 
ter  authority  to  make  by-laws  or  ordi- 
nances in  certain  cases;  power  limited  to 
cases  and  objects  specified;  legislative 
power  to  make  ordinances  for  its  own  gov 
emment;  effect  of  duty  to  recite  in  ordi- 
nance necessity  for  its  passage:  to  rexiite 
authority  under  which  enacted;  effect  of 
fact  that  general  ordinance  injures  in  pe- 
culiar way  a  particular  individual: 
validity  of  ordinance  regulating  storage  of 
inflammatory  substances.  276 

No  power  to  pass  ordinance  conflicting 
with  terms  of  charter;  ordinance  requiring 
registering  and  numbering  of  automobiles, 
and  compelling  owners  to  take  out  license; 
power  of  legishiture  to  "delegate  to  munici- 
palities regulation  of  street  traffic:  power 
of  common  council  to  provide  for  general 
health,  and  to  abate  nuisances.  346 
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Power  to  abate  nuisance;  arrest  of 
motorman  to  abate  nuisance  caused  by  run- 
ning of  trolley  cars.  350 

Liability  for  injury  by  defect  in  side- 
walk; right  to  recover  over  against  prop- 
erty owner  amount  paid  on  judgment  for 
such  injuries;  ordinance  imposing  on  prop- 
erty owners  duty  of  keeping  walks  free 
from  ice;  provision  that,  in  case  of  failure 
to  do  so,  city  will  remove  it  at  owner's  ex- 
pense; effect  of  such  provision  on  liability 
of  city  for  injury.  489 

Liability  for  injury  to  traveler  on  side- 
walk by  fall  of  billboard  on  abutting 
property.  618 

Legislative  authority  to  improve  roads 
outside  of  city  limits;  to  enfor^oe  police 
ordinances;  to  condemn  property  beyond 
limits;  power  of  city  to  take  land  for  park 
purposes.  750 

HEGUGENOE. 

Of  Bank,  see  Banks,  3-7. 

Of  Depositor  in  Bank,  see  Banks,  8,  9. 

Of  Carrier  or  Passenger,  see  Gabbikbs. 

In  Highway,  see  Highways. 

Of  Master  or  Servant,  see  Masteb  and 
Sebvant. 

Uncertainty  of  Allegations  as  to,  see 
Pleaoino,  3. 

Proximate  Cause  of  Injury  or  Loss,  see 
Pboximate  Cause. 

Of  Railroad  Company,  see  Railboads. 

Of  Street  Railways,  see  Stbeet  Rail- 
ways. 

1.  Gross  negligence  does  not  include 
ordinary  n^ligence,  and  proof  of  the  for- 
mer does  not  prove,  but  rather  disproves, 
the  latter.'  Rideout  t.  Winnebago  Trac- 
tion Co.  (Wis.)  601 

2.  The  term  "gross  n^ligence"  signifies 
wilfulness;  it  involves  intent,  actual  or 
constructive,  which  is  a  characteristic  of 
criminal  liability.  Id. 

3.  The  term  "negligence"  by  itself  sug- 
gests only  inadvertence  or  want  of  ordi- 
nary care,  and,  however  great  may  be  the 
degree  of  such  want  of  care,  so  long  as  the 
element  of  inadvertence  remains,  wilful- 
ness is  excluded.  Id. 

4.  A  government  inspector  whose  duty 
it  is  to  see  that  work  is  properly  done  by 
a  dredge  employed  on  a  government  con- 
tract is  entitled  to  protection  from  negli- 
gent acts  of  those  in  charge  of  it,  when 
upon  it,  even  in  the  intervals  when  there  is 
no  occasion  for  him  to  be  actually  engaged 
in  any  immediate  active  duty.  Steam 
Dredge  No.  1  (C.  C.  App.  1st  C.)  293 
Daiiceroiia  promises. 

5.  The  occupant  of  the  lower  Hoors  of  a 
building,  who  blocks  the  Atairwav  leading 
69  L.  R.  A. 


from  the  upper  floor  to  the  ground  so  that 
a  tenant  of  such  floor,  in  seeking  to  escape 
a  flre,  is  compelled  to  drop  a  considerable 
distance  to  reach  the  ground,  is  liable  for 
the  injury  resulting  to  him  therefrom. 
Cohn  v.  May    (Pa.)  800 

Oontributorj  mesUcmee. 

6.  The  mere  act  of  one  rightfully  od 
board  a  vessel,  of  leaning  against,  or 
wholly  sitting  upon,  a  bitt  around  whidi 
runs  a  line  used  in  shifting  the  poBttion  of 
the  vessel,  is  not  negligence  on  hia  part 
Steam  Dredge  No.  1  (C.  C.  App.  1st  C.)  293 

7.  Intoxication  does  not  relieve  a  man 
from  the  degree  of  care  required  of  a  aober 
man  under  the  same  circumstaaesi. 
Vizacchero  v.  Rhode  Island  Co.  (R.  I.) 

188 
Imputed  nesUsenoe. 

8.  N^ligence  of  a  locomotive  engineer, 
which  results  in  a  A>Ili8ion,  is  not  impot- 
able to  the  conductor  in  chai^  of  hia  train, 
so  as  to  prevent  a  recovery  for  injuries 
thereby  caused  to  the  latter,  where  the  con- 
ductor could  not  have  controlled  the  action 
of  the  engineer  at  the  time  of  the  accident, 
or  have  prevented  its  occurrence.  St. 
Louis  &  S.  F.  R.  Co.  V.  McFall  (Ark.)    217 

0.  The  owner  of  a  wagon,  seated  beside 
the  driver  whom  he  employs,  is  chargeable 
with  the  driver's  negligence  in  attempting; 
to  cross  a  street  car  track  in  front  of  aa 
approaching  car  which  is  in  plain  sight 
Markowitz  v.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co. 
(Mo.)  389 

Iiaat  elear  eluimee* 

See  also  Street  Railways,  9. 

10.  No  peculiar  rule  which  can  be  de- 
duced from  the  doctrine  of  last  dear 
chance,  as  originated  in  Daei^  ▼.  Jfona. 
can  be  applied  in  an  admiralty  easp. 
Steam  Dredge  No.  1  (C.  G.  App.  Ist  C) 

29.1 

11.  To  make  applicable  the  doctrine  of 
last  dear  diance,  it  must  dearly  appear 
that  the  negligence  of  one  person  was  sub- 
sequent to  that  of  the  other.  Id. 

Notes  Ain>  Bbiefs. 

Negligence;  last  dear  chance;  n^igenoe 
in  failing  to  discover  perilous  poeitioB  of 
party  injured.  18> 

Last  clear  chance.  38? 

Imputing  negligence  of  engineer  to  con 
ductor.  219 

In  leaving  horse  or  team  unhitched  or 
negligently  hitched  in  street;  fright  of,  by 
boy  causing  runaway;  liability  for  unfore- 
seen consequences  of  act.  24£ 

What  contributory  negligence  will  defea* 
recovery  for  negligent  injury.  •  295 
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Negligence  concurring  with  net  of  God; 
liabiUty.  509 

Care  due  to  sick,  infirm,  disabled,  and 
otherwise  helpless  persons,  with  whom  no 
contract  relation  is  sustained: — (I.)  Scope 
of  note;  (II.)  no  duty  as  between  stran- 
;^rs;  (III.)  principles  which  determine 
duty  in  certain  relations:  (a)  duty  or 
special  care  due  to  persons  under  disability 
in  general;  {h)  limitation  upon  this  duty 
where  disabled  party  is  trespasser;  (o) 
duty  limited  by  n^ligenoe  of  person  under 
disability;  (d)  another's  negligence  not 
(Excuse  for  wilful  or  wanton  injury;  (e) 
summary;  (IV.)  duty  to  avoid  injury: 
(a)  to  the  sick  and  infirm;  (6)  to  per- 
sons of  defective  sight  or  hearing;  (o)  to 
persons  in  helpless  situations:  (1)  sleep- 
ing on  railway  track:  (2)  foot  caught  in 
railway  track;  (3)  walking  on  railway 
trestle;  (4)  falling  on  railway  track;  (5) 
driving  frightened  horse;  (6)  instances  of 
other  helpless  situations;  (V.)  duty  of  per- 
sons inflicting  injury  to  care  for  those  in- 
jured: (a)  obligation  to  prevent  aggrava- 
tion of  injury;  (6)  what  is  sufficient  per- 
formance of  obligation;  (VI.)  knowledge 
of  disability:  (a)  actual  knowledge  gen- 
»' rally  necessary  to  creation  of  duty;  (6) 
when  mere  belief  sufficient  to  impose  duty; 
(c)  negligent  ignorance  equivalent  to 
knowledge;  (VII.)  duty  to  discover  an- 
other's peril  or  disability:  (a)  at  plaees 
where  people  are  likely  to  be  present;-  (6) 
whether  duty  exists  as  to  trespassers;  (c) 
what  is  sufficient  notice  of  peril  or  disabil- 
ity; (VIII.)  presumptions  in  absence  of 
knowledge  of  disability:  (a)  right  to  pre- 
sume person  in  peril  will  help  himself;  (5) 
limitations  upon  exercise  of  such  presump- 
tion: (1)  warning  of  danger  generally 
necessary  as  basis  for  presumption;  (2) 
presumption  may  be  repelled  by  circum- 
stances; (3)  'last  moment"  to  which  pre- 
sumption may  be  indulged.  513 

What  constitutes  reasonable  diligence  to 
avoid  injury;  concurring  negligence  of  two 
or* more  resulting  in  injury  to  third  party; 
right  to  maintain  action  against  one  or 
all.  ^  661 

Right  to  recover  for  ordinary  negligence 
imder  allegation  of  gross,  wilful,  or  wanton 
n^ligenoe,  or  vice  vena.  601 

Negligent  injury:  proximate  cause  of; 
injury  committed  by  act  in  violation  of 
statute.  801 

V'EW  TRIAL. 

For  Failure  to  Insert  Ortain  Facts  in 

Special  Verdict,  see  Trial,  21. 

1.  A  claim  that  the  jury  in  a  criminal 

case  was  prejudiced  by  a  report  of  a  grand 

jurv  as  to  the  enforcement  of  criminal  law, 

69  L.  R.  A. 


which  was  read  before  them,  conies  too  late 
on  a  motion  for  a  new  trial.  Reason  v. 
SUte   (Tex.  Grim.  App.)  193 

2.  The  admission  of  evidence  of  the  age, 
at  the  time  of  death,  of  the  parents  of  one 
killed  by  accident,  for  the  purpose  of  show- 
ing his  expectation  of  life,  although  errone- 
ous because  of  remoteness,  is  not  ground 
for  new  trial.  Rincicotti  v.  John  J. 
O'Brien  Contracting  (Do.   (Oonn.)  936 

3.  A  new  trial  must  be  granted  where  the 
facta  found  in  a  special  verdict  are  insuf- 
fi4sient  to  support  the  judgment  for  plain- 
tiff by  reaaon  of  the  absence  of  findings  on 
matters  in  dispute  essential  to  the  com- 
plete determination  of  the  issues.  Beare 
V.  Wright  (N.  D.)  409 

HOISE. 

From  Chicken  House  as  Nuisance,  see 
Nuisances. 

HOMmAI.  DAMAGES. 

See  Damages,  2. 

HONRESIDEHTS. 

Discrimination  against,  see  GbirBTrru- 
TioNAL  Law,  7. 

NUISANOES. 

Arrest    of    Motorman    to    Abate,    see 

False  Imprisonment. 
Street  Fair  as,  see  Highways,  3.  4. 
Conductor  Pipe  Emptying  on  Sidewalk 

as,  see  Highways,  5. 
Injunction  against,  see  Injunoiion,  3. 

The  characteristic  noises  and  odors  issu- 
ing from  a  chicken  house  and  yard  which 
are  maintained  in  a  cleanly  manner  and 
cared  for  so  as  not  injuriously  to  affect  the 
health  of  any  normal  person  in  the  neigh- 
borhood are  not  a  nuisance,  although  they 
may  make  neighboring  property  uncom- 
fortable as  a  residence  for  inyalids.  Wade 
V.  Miller  (Mass.)  820 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Nuisance;   what  constitutes.  818 

Right  of  person  coming  to  live  near 

alleged  nuisance;  what  constitutes.  934 

Power  of  municipality  to  abate.  350 

Obstruction     of,     or     encroachment 

upon,  street  as;  injunction  to  abate.      565 

OATH. 

Information,  see  Indictment  and  In- 
formation. 

ODOBS. 

From  Chidcen  House  as  Nuisance,  see 

NuiSANOIfl. 
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OFFICERS. 

Liability  for  False  Imprisonment,  see 

False  Imprisonment,  2. 
Homicide    by,    While   Making    Arrest, 

see  Homicide. 
Removal    of    Member    of    Legislature, 

see  Lbgislatube. 
Waiver   of   Right   of   Privacy   by,    see 

Pbivaot,  4. 

The  title  to  a  public  office  is  held  sub- 
ject to  the  oonstitutional  provision  giving 
the  right  of  removal.  French  v.  Senate 
(Cal.)  556 

XOTES   AND   BbIEFS. 

Officers;  implication  d  all  incidental 
powers  necessary  for  due  exercise  of  power 
expressly  granted;  right  of  attorney  gen- 
eral to  sign  indictments  found  by  grand 
jury;  presumption  in  favor  of  due  exe- 
cution of  acts  of  official  nature;  offer  by 
public  officer  to  receive  a  bribe  as  a  punish- 
able offense.  176 

Individual  criminal  liability  of  officer  or 
agent  of  corporation.  276 

Liability  of  public  officials  for  their  acts. 

a50 

What  force  may  be  used  to  make  an  ar- 
rest. 382 

on- 
Explosive,  Prohibiting  Extensive  Stor- 
ing  of,   within    City    Limits,    see 
Constitutional  Law,  10. 
Rights  of  Life  Tenant  as  to,  see  Lmc 
Tenants,  2. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Oil;  as  mineral;  as  part  of  land.  988 

Ophthalmologists^ 

Necessity  of  License  by,  see  Phy- 
sicians. 

ORDIHANOE. 

See  Municipal  CtosFOBATioNS,  2-5. 

PABDOH. 

Of  Attorney;  Effect,  see  Aitobnets,  1. 

PARKS. 

Condemnation  of  Land  for,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  4-4,  9. 

Sufficiency  of  Title  of  Statute  as  to, 
see  Statutes,  3,  4. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Parks;  parkways  as  essential  part  of 
park  system;  condemnation  of  land  for 
parks  and  park  ways.  750 

Forbidding  use  of  land  near  park  for 
60  L.  R.  A. 


advertising    purposes;     as    a     taking    for 
which  compensation  must  be  paid.         S17 

PAROL  EVIDENOE. 

See  Evidence,  12-16. 

PABTITIOH. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 


Partition;  of  land  in  other  state  or 
try ;  jurisdiction  of  equity  to  decree. 


PABTHEKSHIF. 

Discharge  of  One  Partner  in  Bank- 
ruptcy; Effect,  see  Bankbuttct. 
7,8. 

Between  Husband  and  Wife^  see  Hdb- 
BAND  and  Wive,  6. 

WhjtwL  partnership  frrists. 

1.  A  partner  may  make  an  agreemant 
with  a  third  person  for  a  division  of  the 
profits  coming  to  him  from  the  partner- 
ship enterprise,  and,  if  the  character  of 
the  agreement  is  such  as  to  disclose  tlie 
essentials  necessary  to  a  partnership,  a  snb- 
partnership  is  thereby  formed  between  the 
partner  and  the  third  person;  but  such 
person  does  not  become  a  member  of  the 
first  partnership,  nor  is  he  liable  for  the 
debts  of  that  partnership.  Morrison  t. 
Dickey  (Ga.)  87 

2.  Mutual  confidence  being  the  founda 
tion  of  the  partnership  relation,  the  mere 
fact  that  a  member  of  a  partnership  is  not 
the  owner  of  property  which  he  has  «ni- 
barked  in  the  partnership  enterprise — the 
same  belonging  to  a  third  person,  who  ka» 
consented  that  it  may  be  so  used  lor  bi« 
benefit,  but  whose  interest  is  not  disdoned 
to  the  other  member  of  the  partnership — 
does  not  cause  a  partnership  relation  to 
arise  between  the  other  partner  and  tSe 
concealed  principal  of  his  copartner.  Id. 
Rights    and    liabiUties    as    batwncn 

partners. 

3.  A  woman  whose  husband  is  carrying 
on  a  partnership  business  with  her  money. 
under  an  agreement  that  she  shall  receiTp 
all  of  his  share  of  the  profits  fit  the  bnsi 
ness,  is  liable  to  account  to  him   for  the 
amount  for  which  he  has  rendered  himself 
liable  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  a  ma 
chine  by  him  and  his  partner  for  use  in  tht^ 
business,  although  she  has  given  him   spe^ 
cial  instructions  not  to  purchase  the   ma 
chine,  if  the  machine  is  in  fact  necessarr 
or  proper  for  the  conduct  of  the  busine^L 

Id 

4.  In  case  of  a  subpartnership  between 
husband  and  wife  in  reference  to  the  ho*> 
band's  sliare  of  the  profits  of  a  bu<«ine^  ii* 
which  he  is  a  partner,  a  ffift  by  the  wife  tr 
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the  husband  of  a  portion  of  her  interest  in 
the  profits  which  the  husband  would  derive 
from  the  first  partnership  is  valid;  and  the 
use  by  him,  or  by  his  copartner,  of  such 
profits  to  discharge  a  debt  of  the  husband 
does  not  render  his  partner  liable  to  the 
wife  on  account  of  having  used  her  mon«y 
for  the  purpose  of  paying  her  husband's 
debt  Id. 

5.  Where  a  business  owned  by  a  married 
woman  was  conducted  by  her  husband  in 
his  name,  and  a  third  person,  in  ignorance 
of  the  wife's  interest^  bought  a  half  inter- 
est therein,  and  later,  upon  discovering  the 
wife's  interest,  recognized  her  as  a  partner 
and  offered  to  buy  her  share  in  the  busi- 
ness, the  wife  became  liable,  upon  an  ac- 
counting as  to  the  affairs  of  the  partner- 
ship, for  half  of  the  purchase  price  of*a 
machine  previously  bought  by  her  husband 
and  his  partner  before  her  relation  to  the 
business  was  discovered,  although  she  had 
given  her  husband  special  instructions  not 
to  purchase  the  machine,  it  appearing  that 
it  was  actually  purchased  and  used  in  car- 
rying on  the  business  of  the  partnership. 

la. 

NOTBS  AITO  BmEFS. 

Partnership;  relation  a  purely  contract- 
ual one;  subpartnershlp  between  one  part- 
ner and  his  wife  as  to  his  share  of  the 
profits;  liability  of  concealed  partner  for 
debts  of  firm;  creation  of  partnership  by 
%gent  without  authority;  ratification.      88 

Good  faith  required  of  partners.  574 

Discharge  of  partnership  liability  in  in- 
dividual bankruptcy  proceedings.  771 

Effect  on  partnership  -  debt  of  discharge 
in  bankruptcy  of  individual  partner;  at- 
tempt to  withdraw  debts  from  jurisdiction 
of  bankruptcy  courts  by  attempted  dissolu- 
tion; right  of  creditors  of,  to  dividend 
where  there  is  no  joint  estate  and  no  sur- 
plus of  separate  estate  after  paying  sep- 
arate debts;  assignment,  under  insolvency 
laws,  of  one  partner  as  dissolution  of  firm. 

772 
PASS  BOOK. 
See  Banks. 

PATMEHT. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Payment;  right  to  recover,  though  made 
voluntarily,  where  parties  not  on  equal 
t4»rm8:  what  constitutes  compulsory  pay- 
ment. 803 

PERSON. 

Railroad    Company   as,    see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  4. 
09  L.  R.  A. 


PERSONAL  INJURIES. 

Damages  for,  see  Damages,  8,  0. 

PERSONAL     LIABHiITT      AND  8E- 
GURITT. 

See  Constitutional  Law,  2,  3;   Pbi- 

VAOT,    L 

PHT8IOIANS. 

*An  ophthalmologist  who  prefixes  to  his 
name  the  letters  "Dr."  on  his  sign,  and  on 
notices  in  which  he  undertakes  to  correct 
certain  diseased  conditions  by  the  fitting  of 
glasses  to  the  eyes,  comes  within  the  terms 
of  a  statute  providing,  that,  when  a  person 
shall  append  the  title  ''Dr.,"  in  a  medical 
sense,  to  his  name,  he  shall  be  regarded  as 
practising  medicine,  within  the  meaning  of 
the  statute  which  requires  a  license  as  a 
condition  precedent  to  doing  so.  State  v. 
Yegge  (S.  D.)  504 

PICTURE. 

Publication  of,  without  Consent,  see 
Fbeedok  of  Speeoh. 

Publication  of,  as  Part  of  Advertise- 
ment, as  Violation  of  Right  to 
Privacy,  see  Pbivaot,  4. 

PLEADING. 

Error  in  Refusing  Leave  to  Amend,  see 
Afpeal  and  I^UtOB,  10. 
Mode  of  Testing  Sufficiency  of  Answer, 
see  Appeal  and  Ebbob,  15. 

Time  for  objeotloiisf  waiver. 

1.  Error  in  overruling  a  demurrer  is  not 
available  to  defendant  after  a  voluntary 
default  and  hearing  in  damages  thereon, 
unless  the  complaint  is  bad  in  substance. 
Richards  v.  New  York,  N.  H.  &  H.  R.  Co. 
(Conn.)  929 

2.  The  right  to  move  to  strike  para- 
graphs of  answer  is  not  waived  by  filing  de- 
murrers, where,  after  the  demurrers  are 
filed,  the  petition  is  amended,  and  the  an- 
swer is  then  amended  to  meet  the  new  mat- 
ter in  the  petition.  Wisconsin  Lumber  Co. 
V.  Greene  &  W.  Teleph  Co.  (Iowa)  968 
Sufficiency  of  plaintilTs  pleadings. 

Requiring  Election  between  Different 
Theories,  see  Tbial,  1. 

Allegations  as  to  Expulsion  from  leg- 
islature, see  Legislatube,  5. 

3.  A  complaint  using  language  to  de- 
scribe defendant's  fault  appropriate  to  both 
gross  negligence  and  ordinary  negligence,  a« 
if  they  occurred  at  one  and  the  same  time, 
and  that  one  included  the  other,  is  indef- 
inite and  uncertain.  Rideout  v.  Winnebago 
Traction  Co.    (Wis.)  601 

4.  A  grantor  who  has  reclaimed  the  prop- 
erty because  of  breach  of  certain  conditions 

Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


1055 


Pludoe  and  Collateral  Sbcubity— Pbivact. 


subsequent,  whicli  the  conveyance  stip- 
ulated should  cause  the  title  to  revert  to 
him,  need  not,  when  invoking  judicial  rem- 
tidies  in  respect  thereto,  plead  the  eviden- 
tiary facts  showing  title  in  him  notwith- 
standing the  paper  title  in  the  grantee,  but 
may  plead  his  title  in  general  terms  the 
same  as  if  that  title  were  dependent  upon 
any  other  circumstances.  Maginnis  v. 
Knickerbocker   Ice  Co.    (Wis.)  833 

5.  A  plaintiff  who  sues  to  recover  pun- 
itive damages  for  a  particular  wrongful  act, 
and  relies,  as  evidencing  the  animus  with 
which  that  act  was  committed,  upon  the 
commission  of  a  wholly  independent  act,  done 
at  a  different  time  and  place,  must  by  his 
pleadings  advise  the  defendant  of  the  ease 
he  is  expected  to  meet.  Central  of  Ga.  R. 
Co.  ▼.  Augusta  Brokerage  Co.   (Ga.)       119 

Notes  akd  Bbiefs. 

Pleading;  allegation  that  deed  was  de- 
livered under  terms  of  written  contract; 
proof  that  it  was  delivered  under  oral  con- 
tract. 572 

Right  to  recover  for  ordinary  negligence 
under  allegation  of  gross,  wilful,  or  wanton 
negligence,  or  vice  versa: — (I.)  Introduc- 
tion; (II.)  allegation  of  wilful  or  gross 
negligence;  (III.)  allegation  of  reckless  or 
wanton  negligence  or  both;  (IV.)  rcov- 
ery  on  allegation  of  ordinary  negligence,  on 
proof  of  wilful  or  gross  negligence;  (V.) 
under  statute  or  ordinance;  (VI.)  conclu- 
sion. 601 

Inconsistent  allegations.  606 

Allegation  of  several  grounds  of  action; 
right  to  recover  where  only  one  is  proved; 
amendment  of  pleading  by  introducing  new 
cause  of  action.  801 

PIXPGE     AHD     OOIiliATEBAI.  SE- 
CUBITT. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Pledge;  right  to  sell  collaterals  governed 
by  terms  of  4X>ntract;  when  purchaser  has 
valid  title  to  pledged  property.  480 

POI£iB. 

In  Highway,  see  Highways,  2. 

POOI.. 

Playing  Pool  as  Betting,  see  Gaming. 

POSTOFFIOE. 

Contract    by    Mail,    see    Conflict    of 
Laws,  2. 

PRAYER. 

Offering  of,  in  School,  see  Schools,  1,2. 
69  L.  R.  A. 


PREldUM  HOTE. 

Failure  to  Allow  Credit  for,  in  Aetioa 

on  Policy,  see  Appeal  and  Esknl 

19. 
Waiver  of   Provision   for  TerminataoB 

of  Policy,  by  Nonpayment  of,  see 

Insurance,  6. 


To  Building  and  Loan  Assoeimtioii,  see 
Building  and  Loan  Associ- 
ations, 2. 

PRESIDEMT. 

Of  Corporation,  see  CouoBATiCHrSy  7. 

PRINOIPAI.  AHD  ACOEMORT. 

In  Crime  Committed  in  Two  Couniiee; 
Place  for  Trial  of,  see  Couvtb,  2. 


PRINOIPAI.     AHD 

Parol  Evidence  of  Signing  MemoraB' 
dum  as  Agent  for  Purdiaser,  see 
Evidence,  15. 

Insurance  Agent,  see  Insubakcb,  1-3. 

Partnership  between  Undisclosed  Prin- 
cipal of  One  Partner  and  Other 
Member  of  Firm,  see  Pabtnbb- 
SHIP,  2. 

Notes  and  BBDors. 

Principal    and   agent;    law  oi   concealed 
agency;   creation  of  partnership  by   agent 
without   authority;    ratification  by   princi 
pal.  88 

Notice  to  agent  as  notioe  to  principal.  279 
Agent  profiting  by  transaction  at  princi- 
pal's  expense;  question  whether  transact 
tion  is  void  or  voidable;  ratifieation  by 
principal;  what  constitutes;  sufficiency  of 
repudiation;  effect  of  eustom  or  usage  oo 
agent's  powers;  liability  of  one  doing  busi- 
ness through  agent  for  acts  and  omiaalons 
of  latter.  667 

PRIHCIPAI.   AHD    SURETT. 

Liability  as  Surety  on  Notes,  see  Bnxjs 
AND  Notes,  1. 

Law  Governing  Married  Woman's  Lia- 
bility as  Sifrety,  see  CoNFUcr  or 
Laws,  5,  6. 

PRIVACY. 

1.  The    right    of    privacy    is    embraeed 
within  the  abaolute  rights  of  personal    se- 
curity And    personal    liberty,      Pavesich    \ 
New  England  L.  Ins.  Co.   ((ta.)  lOl 

2.  Liberty  of  speech  and  of  the  press. 
when  exercised  within  the  bounds  of  tJKe 
constitutional  guaranties,  are  limitation^ 
upon  the  exerciw  of  the  right  of  privarr. 

I  Id. 


Digitized  by  VjOOQIC 


PROHI BITION— Qud'ATIONS. 


IDG'S 


3.  The  pnblication  of  a  picture  of  a  por- 
son,  without  his  consent,  as  a  part  of  an 
advertisement,  for  the  purpose  of  exploit- 
ing the  publisher's  business,  is  a  violation 
of  the  right  of  privacy  of  the  person  whose 
picture  is  reproduced,  and  entitles  him  to 
recover,  without  proof  of  special  damage. 

Id. 
Waiver  ofriclit  of. 

4.  One  who  seeks  or  holds  a  public  office, 
or  any  person  who  claims  from  the  public 
approval  or  patronage,  waives  his  right  of 
privacy  to  such  an  extent  that  he  cannot 
restrain  or  impede  the  public  in  any  proper 
investigation  into  the  conduct  of  his  pri- 
vate life  which  may  throw  light  upon  the 
<luestion  of  his  fitness  for  the  office  which 
he  seeks  or  holds,  or  as  to  whether  the  pub- 
lic should  bestow  upon  him  the  office  which 
V  seeks,  or  accord  to  him  the  approval  or 
patronage  which  he  asks.  Id. 

5.  The  right  of  privacy  may  be  waived, 
cither  expressly  or  by  implication,  except 
as  to  those  matters  which  law  or  public 
policy  demands  shall  be  kept  private;  but 
a  waiver  authorizes  an  invasion  of  the 
right  only  to  such  an  extent  as  is  neces- 
sarily to  be  inferred  from  the  purpose  for 
which  the  waiver  is  made.  Waiver  for  one 
purpose,  and  in  favor  of  one  person  or 
class,  does  not  authorize  an  invasion  for 
all  purposes,  or  by  all  persons  and  classes. 

Id. 


Notes  and  Bbiefs. 
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PROHIBITION. 

To  Stay  Inferior  Court,  see  Courts,  7. 

PROPERTY. 

A  property  right  in  price  quotations 
gathered  by  a  board  of  trade  is  not  de- 
stroyed by  the  facts  that  a  large  percent- 
age of  the  business  done  under  its  auspices 
consists  of  gambling  transactions,  or  that 
the  news  is  susceptible  of  bad,  as  well  as 
good,  uses.  Board  of  Trade  v.  1-.  A.  Kin- 
sey  Co.  (C.  C.  App.  7th  C.)  59 

PROVABLE  CLAIMS. 

See  Bankruptcy,  3. 

PROXIMATE  CAUSE. 

1.  The  negligence  of  a  carrier  in  failing 
to  forward  promptly  goods  delivered  for 
transportation  is  the  proximate  cause  of 
their  loss,  where,  because  of  such  delay, 
they  are  overtaken  in  transit  and  destroyed 
by  an  act  of  (lod,  even  though  the  act  of 
God  cannot  reasonably  be  anticipated.  Bibb 
Broom  Corn  Co.  v.  Atchison,  T.  &  S.  F.  R. 
Co.   (Minn.)  oOO 

69  L.  R.  A. 


Of  personal  injury. 

2.  The  proximate  cause  of  the  accident 
was  the  striking  of  the  horse  by  the  boy, 
where  a  farmer  left  a  team  of  eleven-year- 
old  horses  drawing  a  wagon  loaded  with 
about  a  ton's  weight,  fastened  to  a  hitching 
rail  in  front  of  a  store  while  engaged  in  un- 
loading his  wagon,  as  he  had  been  frequent- 
ly in  the  habit  of  doing,  and  while  the  team 
was  standing  quietly  a  boy,  in  turning  over 
the  hitching  rail  near  the  head  of  the  team, 
struck  one  of  them  on  the  nose,  which 
frightened  the  team,  cau;4ing  them  to  break 
the  halter,  which  was  apparently  in  good 
condition,  and  run  a'way,  causing  damage. 
Stephenson  v.  Corder  (Kan.)  246 

3.  The  proximate  cause  of  the  injury  of 
a  servant  by  the  fall  of  a  derrick  because 
of  the  breaking  of  a  spliced  rope  is  not  the 
failure  to  insert  thimbles  into  the  loops  of 
the  splice,  but  the  failure  to  inspect  the 
rope  for  the  purpose  of  determining  its  con- 
dition, and  to  repair  it  after  it  has  become 
chafed  and  worn  by  use,  where  there  is 
nothing  to  show  that  the  splice  is  not  suf- 
ficiently strong,  without  the  thimbles,  to  do 
the  work  required  of  it,  but  fails  because 
of  the  wear  due  to  continued  use.  Rinci- 
cotti  v.  John  J.  O'Brien  Contracting  Go. 
(Conn.)  936 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Proximate  cause;  of  injury;  what  consti- 
tutes. 246 
Of  accident;  what  constitutes.  801 


PUBLIC  IMPROVEMENTS. 

See  Drains  and  Sewebs. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Public  improvements;  validity  of  assess- 
ment for  construction  or  cleaning  of  sew- 
ers; giving  resident  landowners  on  line  of 
ditch  right  to  demand  cleaning  or  repair; 
nonresident  owners  not  considered;  confer- 
ring upon  auditor  power  to  order  improve- 
ment upon  petition.  807 

PUBLIC  WATER  8UPPLT. 

See  Waters,  3-.5. 

PUNITIVE  DAMAGE!. 

See  Damages,  14. 

QUESTION  FOR  JURY. 

See  Trial.  2-10. 

QUOTATIONS. 

X0TE8  and  Briefs. 

(Quotations:  gathered  by  board  of  trade; 
property  right  in.  6S 
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RAILROAD  RZXIEF  ASSOCIATION. 

Jnvfllidity  of  Agreement  for  Release  of 
Railroad  Company  by  Accepting 
Fund,  see  Master  and  Servant, 
24. 


RAILROADS. 

Equal  Protection  of,  see  Constitu- 
tional Law,  4,  6. 

Due  Process  in  Taxation  of.  see  Con- 
stitutional Law,  8. 

Establishment  of,  under  Power  of  Em- 
inent Domain,  see  Eminent  Do- 
main, 1,  3.      , 

Liability  for  Injury  to  Employee,  see 
Master  and  Servant,  2L 

Taxation  of,  see  Taxes. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to  Cause  of  Fire, 
see  Trial,  6. 

1.  Failure  of  railway  employees  to  take 
charge  of  and  care  for  a  man  who,  while 
trespassing  on  the  track,  was  struck  and 
injured  by  a  moving  car  attached  to  an  en- 
gine in  their  charge,  but  without  any  fault 
on  their  part,  is  not  the  violation  of  a  legal 
duty  for  which  the  company  can  be  held 
liable.     Union  P.  R.  Co.  v.  Cappier  (Kan.) 

513 

2.  The  duty  to  sound  warnings  when 
trains  approach  a  trestle  over  a  highway 
depends  upon  the  dangerous  character  of 
the  place,  which  is  a  question  for  the  deter- 
mination of  the  jury.  Louisville  &  N.  R. 
Co.  V.  Sawyer   (Tenn.)-  662 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Railroads;  failure  to  look  for  train  at  in- 
stant of  stepping  on  crossing.  300 

Taxation  of;  statute  providing  for  val- 
uation and  assessment  as  a  unit,  and  dis- 
tribution of  value  on  mileage  ba^is  to  dif- 
ferent taxing  districts.  449 

Duty  to  care  for  trespasser  injured  on 
trade;  in  absence  of  negligence  by  railroad 
employees;  duty  of  employees  to  extinguish 
fire  found  on  right  of  way.  .)14 

Duty  to  avoid  injury  to  persons  in  help- 
less position  on  track.  523 

Duty  to  look  and  listen  before  crossing 
track;  negligence  In  walking  on  track.    606 

Validity  of  statute  making  railroad  com- 
panies liable  for  injury  to  employees  by  su- 
perior servants;  scope  of;  liability  of  re- 
ceiver for  injur}'  to  employee.  706 

Binding  effect  on,  of  condition  subsequent 
in  deed  to;  exercise  of  eminent  domain  to 
establish  private  railroad.  S43 

What  constitiites  a  *'railroad"  within 
moaning  of  act  making  niilroad  corporation 
69  L.  R.  A. 


liable  for  injury  to  employees  by  fdlow  serv- 
ant; application  of  act  to  logging  railroads. 

888 


RAPE. 


NoTEH  AND  Briefs. 


Rape;  necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law 
on  circumstantial  evidence  on  proeecution 
for.  204 

RATES. 

For    Water;    Burden   of   Showing   Un- 
reasonableness of,  see  Evidence,  6. 
For  Water,  see  Waters,  3-5. 

REAL  PROPERTY. 

Power  of  Court  in  Other   State  over, 
see  Courts,  3. 

Role  im  SlieUey's  Cue. 

1.  The  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  is  part  of 
the  common  law  of  Iowa.  Doyle  v.  Andii« 
(Iowa)  953 

2.  A  fee  simple  is  vested  in  the  fir>t 
taker  under  the  rule  in  Shelley's  Case  by  a 
conveyance  to  one  "during  his  natural  life, 
and  then  to  his  heirs."  Td. 
Oonditiona  svbseqvent;  forfeitvre. 

Sufficiency    of    Allegations    as    to,    !«ep 

Pleading,  4. 
See  also  Equitt,  2. 

3.  The  beneficiary  of  a  condition  in  a 
conveyance  of  property,  for  the  breadi  of 
which  the  title  thereto  may  revert  to  him. 
may  lose  the  benefit  thereof  by  conduct  ren 
dering  it  inequitable  for  him  to  insist  upon 
the  forfeiture  as  stipulated.  Maginnis  r. 
Knickerbocker  loe  Co.  (Wis.)  83^ 

4.  Mere  silence  will  not  operate  as  a 
waiver  of  the  benefit  of  a  condition,  in  case 
of  an  intentional  breach  thereof,  though  the 
conditional  grantee  incur  expense  whiHt 
would  operate  to  his  prejudice  if  the  grant 
or  were  thereafter  permitted  to  insist  upon 
the  forfeiture.  Id. 

5.  Mere  silence  is  not  sufficient  to  waive 
a  forfeiture  because  of  breach  of  a  condition 
in  a  conveyance  of  property;  but  silence  by 
the  grantor,  and  conduct  in  good  faith  re- 
lying thereon  by  the  grantee,  whereby  he  i« 
placed  in  such  a  situation  that  he  will  Ite 
greatly  damaged  if  the  apparent  attitude  «>•' 
his  conditional  grantor  be  changed  effective- 
ly, will  bind  such  grantor  as  a  waiver  of 
the  benefit  of  the  condition.  Id. 

6.  Equity  will  not  prevent  forfeiture  of 
an  estate  for  breach  of  a  condition  subM* 
quent.  where  the  performance  of  the  c«>r 
dition  wa,s  made  of  the  very  es^sencr  of  lh<» 
contract,  and  the  damages  for  the  breaolt 
cannot  be  measured  In  monev.  while  the  fail 
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ure  to  perform  was  not  caused  by  mistake, 
nor  the  result  of  mere  negligence.  Id. 

7.  Re-entr>'  by  a  grantor  for  the  purpose 
of  enforcing  a  forfeiture  of  the  property  for 
breach  of  certain  conditions  nubsequent, 
which  the  conveyance  stipulated  should 
cause  title  to  revert  to  the  grantor,  or  the 
doing  of  something  equivalent  thereto  for 
the  purpose  of  reclaiming  the  property  pur- 
Huant  to  the  terms  of  the  conveyance, 
causes  the  title  to  revest  in  the  grantor  as 
absolutely  as  if  no  conveyance  had  been 
made,  In  the  absence  of  any  equity  prevent- 
ing the  legal  effect  of  such  acts.  Id. 

8.  If  a  railway  corporation  takes  posses- 
Hion  of  land  for  a  private  purpose,  its 
right  to  do  so  resting  in  a  grant  by  the 
owner  thereof,  and  it  subsequently  loses 
that  right  by  forfeiture  to  such  owner,  it 
cannot  thereafter  defy  such  owner,  and  con* 
tinuc  to  enjoy  his  property,  because  it 
might  successfully  proceed  in  good  faith  to 
acquire  it  for  a  public  purpose.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Real  property;  conversion  of  estates  tail 
into  fee-simple  estates  by  statute.  370 

Necessity  that  "way"  be  created  by  deed 
or  other  writing;  right  of  way  as  interest 
in  lands.  568 

Freehold  never  in  abeyance.  786 

What  constitutes  an  encumbrance.      790 
Rule  in  Shelley's  Case;  as  part  of  com- 
mon law  of  Iowa;  what  comes  within  rule; 
rule  afl  one  of  property,  and  not  of  oon- 
struetion;  statute  de  donis.  953 


WLECEtVlEBLn. 

Of  Railroad  Company;  Liability  of,  for 
Injury  to  Fellow  Servant,  see 
Master  and  Servant,  21;  Re- 
ceivers. 

A  receiver  of  a  Federal  court  in  charge  of 
a  railroad  company,  who,  by  act  Cong. 
March  3,  1887,  chap.  373,  corrected  by  act 
Aug^t  13,  1888,  chap.  866,  is  required  to 
manage  and  operate  the  property  according 
to  the  requirements  of  the  valid  laws  of  the 
state  in  which  it  is  situated,  in  the  same 
manner  as  the  owner  or  possessor  thereof 
would  be  bound  to  do  if  in  possession,  is 
subject  to  any  rule  prescribed  by  the  state 
imposing  on  railroad  corporations  a  liabil- 
ity for  the  negligence  of  employees  having 
superior  authority  over  other  employees. 
Peiroe  v.  Van  Dusen    (C.  C.  App.  6th  C.) 

705 
Notes  and  Briefs. 

Receivers;  of  railroad;  liability  for  in- 
jury to  employee.  706 
69  L.  R.  A. 


RECORD. 

In    Appellate    Court,   see   Appeal   and 

Error,  1-0. 
Of  Prior  Conviction;   Admissibility  of, 

see  Evidence,  11. 

BE-ENTRT. 

By  Grantor  to  Enforce  Forfeiture,  see 
Real  Property,  7. 

REGISTRATION. 

Of  Automobiles^,  see  Automobiles,  2. 

BEIJkTIVE. 

Niece  of  Man's  Former  Wife  as,  sec 
Insurance,  4. 

REI^ASE. 

Invalidity  of  Agreement  for  Release  of 
Employer  by  Accepting  Benefits 
from  Railroad  Relief  Fund,  see 
Master  and  Servant,  24. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  4. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 
Release;  of  liability  for  tort  888 

BEUGIOUl  lOCIETIEl. 

1.  A  religious  corporation  is  not  bound 
by  the  act  of  its  minister  in  making  use  of 
the  membership  roll  of  a  former  corpo- 
ration, tlie  title  to  whose  property  it  ac- 
quired through  a  foreclosure  sale,  so  as  to 
make  such  act  significant  upon  the  ques- 
tion of  the  identity  of  the  two  corporations. 
Allen  v.  North  Des  Moines  M.  E.  Church 
(Iowa)  2.55 
Rlslits  of  ereditora  of. 

2.  In  the  absence  of  fraud,  a  creditor  of 
a  religious  corporation  has  no  right  to  en- 
force his  claim  against  property  formerly 
belonging  to  it  after  it  has  been  sold  ou 
mortgage  foreclosure,  the  corporation  din- 
solved,  a  new  corporation  organized  out  of 
the  old  members  and  new  ones,  and  the 
property  bought  from  the  purchaser  at  the 
foreclosure  sale,  although  the  new  corpo- 
ration proceeds  to  carry  on  the  work  of  the 
old  one  at  the  old  location,  and  maintains 
the  same  relation  as  the  old  one  to  the  gen- 
eral  religious  denomination.  Id. 

3.  A  creditor  of  a  religious  corporation 
has  no  right  of  action  against  the  individ 
ual  members  of  it  aa  such.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Religious  societies;  'liability  of  member 
of,  for  its  debts: — (I.)  Scope;  (II.)  early 
rule  in  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and 
Maine;  (III.)  incorporated  societies;  (IV.) 
unincorporated  societies:    (V.)   r^aumS,  25r» 

Liability  of  religious  corporation  for 
debts  of  predecessor. 
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REMAINDER-MEH. 

See  Life  Tenants. 
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Liability  of  Trustee  in  Bankruptcy  for, 

see  Bankruptcy,  2-4,  6. 
See  also  Landlobd  and  Tenant. 

REPEAI.. 

Of  OrdinaoM,  see  Municipal  Cob- 
POBATIONS,  6, 

BEMLE  Vm  • 

Federal  Court  Not  Bound  by  State  De- 
cisions in,  see  Oousrs,  11. 

Estoppel  of  Plaintiff  in,  see  Estoppel, 
3,4. 

Right  of  Plaintiff  in,  to  Claim  Salvage, 
see  Salvage. 

1.  An  entry,  under  a  champertons  deed, 
upon  land  of  which  another  is  in  posses- 
sion, does  not  confer  upon  the  one  making 
it  the  right,  when  sued  in  replevin  for  tim- 
ber taken  from  the  property,  to  force  the 
former  occupant  to  prove  his  title.  Wheel- 
er V.  Clark  (Tenn.)  732 

2.  The  deeds  under  which  plaintiff  in  re- 
plevin daims  possession  of  property  from 
which  the  chattels  were  taken  may  be 
looked  at  for  the  purpose  of  defining  plain- 
tiff's poesessionf,  although  the  question  of 
the  ultimate  title  to  the  land  cannot  be 
gone  into.  Id. 
Blslit  of  Aotlon. 

3.  Replevin  lies  for  growing  strawberry 
plants,  although  they  are  attached  to  the 
mA\,  since  they  are  fruits  of  industry,  and 
roust  be  treated  as  chattels.  Cannon  v. 
Mathews   (Ark.)  827 

4.  The  rule  that  one  in  adverse  possession 
under  color  of  title  of  a  tract  of  land  is  en- 
titled to  maintain  replevin  for  logs  cut 
thereon  by  one  claiming  to  be  the  true  own- 
er, regardlesH  of  the  true  location  of  the  ul- 
timate title  to  the  land,  applies  where  the 
spot  from  which  the  logs  were  cut  is  an- 
nexed to  the  actual  possession  of  a  portion 
of  the  tract  because  within  the  boundaries 
of  the  paper  title.  Wheeler  v.  Clark 
(Tenn.)  732 

5.  That  logs  for  which  replevin  is  brought 
were  not  all  cut  from  plaintiff's  land  is  im- 
material, where  the  one  from  whose  land 
they  were  cut  transferred  all  his  right  to 
plaintiff  before  the  bringing  of  the  action. 

Id. 

6.  That  one  suing  to  recover  logs  cut 
from  real  estate  is  shown  to  have  deeded 
Hway  a  portion  of  the  land,  and  that  the 
grant  is  not  shown  not  to  have  included  the 
logs,  are  immaterial,  where  the  grantee  is 
joined  as  plaintiff  in  the  action.  Id. 
09  L.  R.  a. 


Defenses. 

7.  That  the  title  to  property  for  which 
replevin  is  brought  is  sho^Ti  to  be  in  om* 
of  the  plaintiflfH  i»  Huffioient  to  sustain  the 
action;  and  defendant  cannot  take  advan- 
tage of  the  fact  that  other  plaintiffs  are 
not  shown  to  have  a  right  to  the  possession 
of  any  interest  therein.  Td. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Replevin;  duty  to  preserve  and  return 
property  seised  under  writ  of: — (I.)  Losa 
or  destruction  of  the  property:  (o)  in  gen- 
eral; (b)  emancipation  of  slaves;  (11.)  de- 
preciation of  the  property.  283 

Right  to  maintain  by  or  against  one  in 
adverse  possession  of  land  for  things  sev- 
ered: (I.)  The  general  rule:  (a)  in  gen- 
eral; (6)  reason  of  the  rule;  (II.)  nature 
of  the  adverse  possession:  (o)  in  general: 
(5)  incidental  trial  of  title;  (IH.)  re- 
plevin of  fructus  industriaieM,  732 

For  growing  orops.  887 

RES  GE8TJE. 

See  Eyidenoe,  17-10. 

RE8IDENOIL 

See  DoKioiL. 

For  RdaumS  of  contents  of  book,  see  p. 
993. 

REVIEW. 

1.  The  objeet  of  a  bill  of  review  is  to 
procure  the  reversal,  alteration,  or  expla- 
nation of  a  decree  in  a  former  suit,  and  it 
must  rest  on  error  in  law  upon  the  face  of 
the  decree,  fraud  in  procuring  the  decree,  or 
new  or  newly  discovered  matter  which  could 
not  have  been  used  before  the  decree  was 
made.  Watkinson  v.  Watkinson  (N.  .1. 
Err.  &  App.)  397 

2.  Although  there  is  no  express  statutory 
limitation  as  to  the  filing  of  bills  of  re- 
view, the  analogous  limitation  of  the  right 
of  appeal  should  govern;  and  a  bill  of  re- 
view cannot  be  filed  after  the  lapse  of  three 
years  from  the  final  decree,  except  in  case 
of  new  or  newly  discovered  matter.  Id. 

3.  Ck>ndonation  of  the  adultery  on  which 
a  decree  for  divorce  was  based  will  not 
justify  the  granting  of  leave  to  file  a  bill  of 
review.  If  intended  to  be  interposed,  it 
should  have  been  pleaded  and  proved  in  the 
original  suit.  Id. 
Obtaining;  leave  of  oourt  for. 

4.  When  it  is  sought  to  reverse  a  decree 
upon  the  discovery  of  some  new  matter, 
leave  of  the  court  must  first  be  obtained  by 
petition,  supported  by  affidavit  that  the  ev- 
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idenoe  is  not  only  new,  but  could  not  have 
been  discovered  by  reasonable  diligeno*  be- 
fore the  hearing.  Id. 

REVOCATION. 

Of  Legacy,  see  Wills,  3. 

ROBBERT. 

NoTKS  AND  Briefs. 

Robbery;  necessity  of  instruction  as  to 
law  on  circumstantial  evidence  on  prosecu- 
tion for.  203 

Of  Sayings  Bank,  see  Banks. 

1AI.E. 

Implied  warraaty. 

Parol  Evidence  as  to,  see  Evidence,  14. 

1.  An  implied  warranty  that  an  article 
will  be  fit  for  a  particular  purpose  may  be 
inferred  from  a  contract  to  make  or  fur- 
nish it  to  accomplish  that  specific  purpose, 
iKK^ause  the  accomplishment  of  the  purpose 
is  the  essence  of  the  contract.  Davis  Calyx 
Drill  CJo.  V.  Mallory  (C.  C.  App.  8th  C.)  973 

2.  No  implied  warranty  of  the  fitness  of 
an  article  for  a  particular  purpose  arises 
out  of  a  contract  to  make  or  supply  a  de- 
scribed and  definite  article,  although  the 
seller  knows  that  the  purchaser  is  purchas- 
ing it  to  accomplish  the  specific  purpose, 
l>ecause  the  essence  of  the  contract  is  the 
delivery  of  the  specific  article,  and  not  the 
acconiplishment  of  the  purpose.  Id. 

3.  An  implied  warranty  of  the  fitness  of 
a  machine  to  do  a  particular  work  does  not 
include  a  warranty  that  it  will  do  the 
work  as  rapidly  or  economically  as  some 
other  specified  machine;  such  a  covenant 
can  be  introduced  by  express  contract  only. 

Id. 

4.  There  is  no  implied  warranty  that  a 
drill  and  its  machinery  are  suitable  to  bore 
holes  through  a  particular  strata  of  land, 
where  a  contract  in  writing,  containing  no 
reference  to  a  warranty,  is  made  with  a 
manufacturer  to  buy  one  class  P3  drill 
made  by  the  latter  and  described  in  his 
catalogue,  and  certain  other  specific  ma- 
I'hmery  and  tools,  for  an  agreed  price,  al- 
though before  the  contract  is  made  the  pur- 
chaser informs  the  seller  that  he  wants 
the  drill  and  machinery  to  bore  holes 
through  certain  described  strata  of  land, 
and  the  manufacturer  assures  him  that  its 
class  F3  drill  will  do  this  work  as  rapidly 
and  economically  as  a  diamond  drill.       Id. 

N0TE8  and  Briefs. 

Sale;  written  contract  of  sale;  right  to 
60  L.  R.  A 


show  parol  warranty  of  quality  of  prop 
erty :  sale  of  article  of  particular  design  or 
pattern;  implied  warranty  of  fitness  for 
particular  purpose.  975 

1AI.VAOE. 

Estoppel  to  Claim  Hale  of  Replevied 
Property  to  Satisfy  Claim  for,  see 
Estoppel,  4. 

A  plaintiff  in  replevin  cannot  claim  sal- 
vage for  rescuing  the  replevied  property 
after  it  had  sunk  while  in  his  possession, 
since  it  was  his  legal  duty  to  care  for  and 
preserve  it.  Three  States  Lumber  Co.  v. 
Blanks   (C.  C.  App.  6th  C.)  283 

lAVmOS  BAlfK. 

See  Banks. 

SOAFFOIJ>. 

Master's  Responmbility  for  Safety  of, 
see  Master  and  Sebvant,  7. 

SOHOOI.8. 
Offerliic  prayer  in. 

1.  Offering  a  prayer  at  the  beginning  of 
school  each  day,  asking  direction  and  guid- 
ance, which  does  not  represent  any  peculiar 
view  or  dogma  of  any  sect  or  denominationr 
does  not  bring  a  public  school  within  a- 
provision  of  the  Constitution  that  no  por- 
tion of  any  fund  or  tax  raised  for  educa- 
tional purposes  shall  be  used  in  aid  of  any 
sectarian  or  denominational  school.  Hadc- 
ett  V.  Brooksville  Graded  School  Dist. 
(Ky.)  592 

2.  A  school  is  not  a  place  of  worship,  nor 
is  the  teacher  a  minister  of  religion,  within 
the  meaning  of  a  constitutional  provision 
that  no  person  shall  be  compelled  to  attend 
any  place  of  worship  or  contribute  to  the 
support  of  any  minister  of  religion,  al- 
though prayer  is  offered  at  the  opening  of 
sessions  of  the  school.  Id. 
Raadins  Bible. 

3.  The  King  James  translation  of  the 
Bible  is  not  a  sectarian  book  within  the 
meaning  of  a  statute  providing  that  no  sec- 
tarian book  shall  be  used  in  any  common 
school.  Hackett  v.  Brooksville  Graded 
School  Dist.    (Ky.)  592 


Notes  and  Briefs. 
Schools;  reading  Bible  in.  592 

SEAMEN. 

Liability  for  Death  of,  through  Fellow 
Servant's  Negligence,  see  Master 
and  Servant,  18. 

SEARCH  AHD  SEIZURE. 

Requiring  Automobile  to  Carry  Num- 
ber as  Violation  of  Provision 
against,  see  Automobiles,  1. 
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sEism* 

Recovery  for  Improvemente  on  Breach 
of  ( <tv(tnant  of,  s*ce  Impboveiiexth. 

SET-OFF. 

Kiglit  to  difimiM  after  Filing  Plea  of, 
see  Action  ob  Suit,  3. 

Availability  of,  though  Affirmative  Ac- 
tion Barred  by  Limitations,  see 
Limitation  or  Actions,  3. 

In  an  action  against  the  maker  and  the 
indorser  of  a  promissory  note,  joined  in 
the  same  Huit,  the  indorser  may  set  off  an 
individual  claim  against  the  plaintiff  grow- 
ing out  of  the  transaction  which  gave  rise 
to  the  execution  of  the  note.  Wilson  v.  Ex- 
change Bank  (Ga.)  97 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Set-off;  doctrine  of  equitable  set-off; 
what  covered  by;  when  set-off  allowed.  234 

1HEIXET*8  CASE. 

See  Real  Pbopebty,  1,  2,  Notes  and 
Bbiees. 

SHIPPING. 

Limiting  Liability  for  Loss  of  Passen- 
gers and  Baggage,  see  Cabbiebs,  7. 

Liability  for  Death  of  Seamen  through 
P>llow  vServant's  Negligence,  see 
Masteb  and  Sebvant,  18. 

Bee  also  Cabbiebs,  Notes  and  Bbiefs. 


SIDEWALK. 

See  Highways. 

SIGHATITRE. 

To  Wills,  tee  Wills,  1,  2. 

smrs. 

Of  Property  for  Purpose  of  Taxation, 
see  Taxes,  2-6. 

SOUOITATION. 

Of  isribe,  see  Bbibkbt. 

SPECIAL  PRIVILEGES. 

To  Building  and  Loan  Association,  see 

BUILDINO       AND       LOAN       ASSOCIA- 
TIONS,  1. 

County    Organization    as,    see    Coin- 
tiks.  4. 

SPECIFIC  PERFORMANCE. 

Of  Contract  for  Rale  of  Homestead.  aei» 
Khtoppkl.  2. 

1.  A  court  of  pijuity  will  not  grant  the 
aid  of  specific  performance  where  the  party 
invoking  its  aid  has  not  parted  with  any 
consideration  or  property,  and  no  irrepara- 
GO  L.  R.  A. 


ble  damage  is  suffered,  and  no  fraud  i«  in- 
flicted upon  him,  and  where  he  is  in  statu 
quo  at  the  time  of  the  commencement  of 
his  action.  Howes  v.  Barmon  (Id.)  Mi^ 
2.  Specific  performance  of  an  oral  agree 
ment  to  make  a  lease  may  be  decreed  whert- 
a  signed  memorandum  in  writing  of  th** 
terms,  made  at  the  time  of  the  agreement, 
and  a  signed  but  undelivered  lease,  tajcen 
together,  show  a  completed  agreement  upon 
the  terms  of  the  lease.  Charlton  ▼.  Colum- 
bia Real  Estate  Co.  (N.  J.  Err.  Sl  App.) 

S94 
Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

^Specific  performance;  duty  of  one  seek- 
ing, to  establish  clearly  existence  of  con- 
tract and  its  terms;  of  parol  contract  for 
sale  of  lands;  part  performance  to  take 
case  out  of  statute  of  frauds.  568 

Of  oral  contract  to  convey  real  estate; 
where  purchaser  has  taken  possession  and 
made  improvements.  584 

Jurisdiction  of  equity  to  decree  specific- 
performance  of  contract  affecting  real  es- 
tate in  other  state  or  country.  681 

In  case  of  serious  doubt  as  to  meeting  of 
minds.  790 

SPEED. 

Of  Automobiles;  Judicial  Notice  of,  see 
Evidence,  1. 

STATUTE   OF  FRAITDS. 

Evidence  Showing  Completed  Agree- 
ment so  as  to  Satisfy,  see'  Evi- 
dence, 8. 

Validity  of  Parol  License,  tee  Li- 
cense. 

Specific  Performance  of  Oral  Agree- 
ment, see  Specific  Pebfobmance. 
2. 

STATUTES. 

1.  A  question  of  the  unconstitutionality 
of  a  statute  as  to  other  corporations  can- 
not be  raised  by  a  railroad  company  as  to 
which  the  act  is  valid.  Pittsburgh.  C.  C.  A 
St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery   (Ind.)         875 

Title. 

2.  A  provinion  creating  a  new  liability  i« 
within  the  title  of  a  statute,  "An  Act  Reg 
ulating  Liability  of  Railroads  and  Other 
Corporations."  Td. 

3.  The  creation  of  a  park  commission 
and  a  board  of  park  commiAsioners  is  with- 
in the  purview  of  a  title  authorizing  the 
ai*qui8ition.  maintenance,  and  improvement 
of  parks.     MeniphiM  v.  Hastings    (Tenn.) 

750 

4.  A  provision  in  a  statute  authorizing 
the  condemnation  of  land  for  boulevards  to 
connect  parks  i»  covered  by  a  title  stating 
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the  object  of  the  statute  to  be  to  aitthorize 
the  acquisition,  improvement,  and  mainti*- 
iiance  of  parks.  Id. 

5.  A  prohibition  of  contracts  releasing 
forfiorations  from  their  liability  to  injured 
ffiiployees  is  within  the  main  subject  ex- 
pressed in  the  title,  which  is  the  regula- 
tion of  liability  in  such  cases.  Pittsburgh, 
C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery  (Ind.) 

875 

tf.  An  amendatory  act,  whose  caption 
merely  recites  the  title  of  the  original  act, 
without  enlarging  its  scope,  is  constitution- 
al and  valid,  providing  its  purview  is  ger- 
mane to  the  title  of  the  original  act.  Mem- 
phis V.  Hastings  (Tenn.)  750 
Special  legislatioia. 

7.  The  employer's  liability  act  changin<; 
the  law  as  to  the  defense  in  case  of  negli- 
i^^ence  of  fellow  servants  of  corporations  is 
not  within  a  constitutional  provision  as  to 
local  or  special  laws  *' regulating  the  prac- 
tice in  courts."  Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St. 
L.  R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery  (Ind.)  875 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Statutes;  liberal  construction  of  exemp- 
tion statutes.  68 

One  section  of,  treating  particularly  of 
(H^rtain  matter,  prevails  over  other  sections 
in  which  incidental  references  are  made 
thereto.  177 

Weight  of  contemporaneous  construction 
of.  185 

Penal;  strict  construction  of.        706,  817 

In  derogation  of  common  law;  strict  con- 
struction. 876 

Construction;  necessity  of  ascertaining 
mischief  to  be  remedied,  in  determining  ob- 
ject of  enactment.  888 

Liberal  construction  of;  statute  limiting 
time  for  appeal.  909 

Use  in,  of  well-understood  technical 
phrase;  construed  as  using  term  in  tech- 
nical sense.  988 

STAY. 

Of  Suit  Commenced  after  Other  Suit 
Begun  in  Different  Court,  see 
COUBTS,  9. 

Of  Action  on  Purchase-Money  Note,  see 
Injvnction,  5. 

STOCK. 

Contract  by  Corporation  to  Repur- 
chase, see  Corpobations,  1-4. 

STOCK  QITOTATIOHS. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Stock  quotations;  property  in;  injunc- 
tion to  protect.  63 
(;n  L.  R.  A. 


STREET  FAIR. 

Permitting    Use    of    Streets    for,    see 
Highways,  3,  4. 

STREET  RAILWAYS. 

Arrest    of    Motorman    to    Abate    Nui- 
sance,   see    False   Imprisonment. 

Kesliseneo  of  motorman. 

Question  for  Jury  a^  to,  see  Trial,  5. 

1.  The  speed  of  an  electric  car  running 
along  a  sparsely  settled  country  road  in  the 
space  between  intersecting  crossroads  in  the 
dark  is  to  be  governed,  not  by  the  ability  of 
the  motorman  to  stop  his  car  after  discov- 
ering an  object  on  the  track  by  the  aid  of 
his  headlight,  but  by  the  ability  of  persons 
on  the  track  conveniently  to  leave  it  after 
seeing  the  light  and  hearing  or  understand- 
ing the  signals  given  by  the  approaching 
car.    Vizaechero  v.  Rhode  Island  Co.  (R.  I.) 

188 

2.  Failure  to  anticipate  the  presence  of 
a  man  on  his  hands  and  knees  on  the  track 
in  front  of  an  electric  car  on  a  dark  night, 
and  to  run  the  car  so  as  to  provide  for  that 
contingency,  is  not  negligence  on  the  part 
of  the  motorman.  Id. 

3.  A  motorman  in  charge  of  a  street  car. 
upon  seeing  a  wagon  approaching  the  track, 
has  the  right  to  presume  that  the  driver 
will  use  his  senses  to  avoid  driving  onto  the 
track  in  front  of  the  car.  Markowitz  v. 
Metropolitan  Street  R.  Co.  (Mo.)  389 

4.  One  in  charge  of  an  electric  street  car 
approaching  a  public  crossing  must  antic- 
ipate that  any  person  approaching  the  june- 
tion  from  either  side  may  turn  his  team 
into  the  cross  street,  and  must  exercise  all 
due  care  to  have  his  car  under  such  con- 
trol as  to  be  able  to  stop  it  at  the  crossing, 
if  necessary,  to  avoid  an  accident.  Mar4en 
v.  Portsmouth,  K.  k  Y.  Street  R.  Co.  (Me.) 

300 
Contribvtory  necllcenoo. 

Question  for  Jury  as  to,  see  Trial,  9. 
Imputing  Owner's  Negligence  to  Driv- 
er of  Wagon,  see  Negligence,  9. 

5.  It  is  negligence  to  attempt  to  drive 
across  a  street  car  track  in  dangerous  prox- 
imity to  an  approaching  car  which  is  in 
plain  sight,  whether  the  ear  is  actually  seen 
or  not.  Markowitz  v.  Metropolitan  Street 
R.  Co.  (Mo.)  389 

6.  Failure  to  look  and  listen  before  cross- 
ing a  street  car  track  at  a  public  crossing 
cannot  be  said,  as  matter  of  law,  to  be  neg- 
ligence per  se.  Marden  v.  Portsmouth.  K. 
&  Y.  Street  U.  Co.   (Me.)  300 

7.  One  about  to  drive  across  a  street  car 
track  at  a  public  street  crossing  is  not  re- 
quired to  look  along  the  whole  length  of 
visible  track  to  see  if  a  car  is  coining,  but 
only  far  enough  to  warrant  an  ordinarily 
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carefiil  and  pnidcDt  man,  having  in  mind 
his  own  safety,  under  like  circumstances,  to 
conclude  that  no  car  is  in  such  proximity 
as  if  properly  managed,  to  endanger  his 
safety  in  crossing.  Id. 

Iilabillty  wkere  botli  parties  are  nes- 
lisent. 

8.  To  hold  a  street  car  company  liable 
for  the  results  of  a  collision  with  a  team 
attempting  to  cross  the  track  in  front  of  a 
car  notwithstanding  the  n^ligenoe  of  the 
driver,  those  in  charge  of  the  car  must 
have  been  guilty  of  gross  negligence,  or 
reckless  and  wanton  conduct.  Markowitz 
V.  Metropolitan  Street  R.  Ck).  (Mo.)         389 

9.  The  negligence  of  a  man  in  crawling 
on  his  hands  and  knees  towards  an  ap- 
proaching electric  car  in  the  dark  after  the 
appearance  of  the  headlight,  which  can  be 
Hcen  800  feet  away,  is  continuing,  so  as  not 
to  entitle  his  personal  representative  to 
hold  the  company  liable  for  his  death  on 
the  theory  of  last  clear  chance,  because  the 
Mpeed  of  the  car  is  so  great  that  it  cannot 
be  stopped  after  his  presence  on  the  track 
is  discovered.  Vizacchero  v.  Rhode  Island 
Co.    (R.  I.)  188 

Notes  and  Brikfs. 

Street  railways;  limiting  speed  of  street 
<*ars;  unreasonableness  of  limitation;  speed 
on  country  roads;  injury  to  intoxicated  per- 
son crawling  along  track.  189 

Care  required  in  crossln^^  track;  negli- 
gence in  running  car  at  improper  speed; 
measure  of  care  required  of  motorman; 
relative  rights  of  street  car  and  pedestrians 
in  street.  300 

Duty  of  motorman  to  avoid  injuring  per- 
sons on  track;  effect  of  contributory  negli- 
gence where  motorman  saw  peril  in  time  to 
prevent  accident;  not  necessary  that  motor- 
man  be  guilty  of  gross  negligence  to  render 
company  liable.  ,389 

Duty  to  look  and  listen  l>efore  crossing 
track;  duty  of  motorjnan  to  person  on  or 
near  truck;  negligence  in  walking  on  track. 

606 
STREETS. 

See  Highways. 

SUBPARTNERSHIP. 

See  Partnership. 

SUNDAY. 

Excluding  in  Computing  Time  to  Sign 
Bill  of  Kxception.s,  see  Appeal  axd 
Krror,  3. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Sunday:  including  or  evHuding,  in  coni- 
69  L.  R.  A. 


puting  time;  transaction  of  judicial  busi- 
ness on;  signing  of  bill  of  exceptions  on 
Sunday.  909 

SUPERnrTENBIlf  G  CONTROL. 

See  Oouirrs,  6,  7. 

SUPPORT. 

Of  Wife;  Husband's  Liability  for.  0ee 
Husband  and  Wife,  1-*. 

Of  Insane  Person,  see  Incompetent 
Pebhons. 

SURETY  COMPANIES. 

Invalidity  of  Statute  Requiring  Execu- 
tion of  Official  or  Fiduciary  Bond 
by,  see  Bonds. 

SURFACE  SUPPORT. 

Duty  of  One  Mining  Coal  to  Leave,  see 
Mines. 

SURFACE  WATER. 

See  Waters,  1,  2. 

TAXES. 

Forfeiture  of  Lease  lor  Nonpayment 
of,  see  Landlord  and  Tenant,  2. 

Effect  of  Payment  of,  by  Purchaser  of 
Mortgaged  Premises,  on  Running 
of  Limitations  against  Right  to 
Foreclose,  see  Limitation  of  Ac- 
tions, 7. 

Power  to  exempt  from  taxation* 

1.  The  legislature  has  no  power  par- 
tially to  exempt  from  taxation  the  property 
of  corporations  engaged  in  maritime  com- 
merce and  navigation  where  the  Constitution 
requires  a  uniform  rule  of  taxation.  Tea-  . 
gan  Transp.  Co.  v.  Detroit  Bd.  of  Assessors 
(Mich.)  431 
"Where  taxable  s  sitiia  of  property. 

2.  A  statute  making  all  the  property  of 
iK)rporations  engaged  in  maritime  commerce 
or  navigation  taxable  only  at  the  place 
designated  in  their  charters  as  their  gen- 
eral office  for  business  violates  a  constitu- 
tional provision  requiring  a.  uniform  rate 
of  taxation.  Id. 

3.  The  holding  of  annual  stockholders* 
and  directors'  meetings  at  the  place  named 
in  the  articles  of  incorporation  as  the  homo 
of  the  corporation  is  not  its  principal  busi- 
ness, so  as  to  make  it  taxable  there,  where 
KubHtantially  all  the  busineA:^  for  which  it 
is  organized  'ia  transacted  and  its  tnmU 
kept  at  another  place,  under  a  statute  pro- 
viding that  a  corporation  nhall  be  taxable 
where  its  oflici*  is  located  by  it>*  charter,  pro- 
vided its  business  is  aetutilly  transacted 
there,  but  that,  if  it  shall  establish  \t< 
principal  ollice  in  another  place,  then  tlw 
plaet*  where  it  transacts  its  principal  biisi 
m*ss  shall  be  deemed  its  resideiie?  icr  pur 
posi»s  of  taxation.  jd. 
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4.  In  detemiining  the  situs  of  personal 
property  for  ta3Uition,  the  legislature  must 
regard  th«  constitutional  requirement  of 
uniformity.  Id. 

5.  The  valuation  and  assessment  of  the 
property  of  a  railway  company,  by  one 
u.saes8ing  body,  as  an  entirety,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  value  thus  ascertained  upon 
u  mileage  basis  over  the  entire  line  of  such 
railway,  as  provided  by  statute,  do  not  op- 
«*rate  as  a  changing  of  the  situs  of  the  prop- 
erty assessed.  State  ex  rel.  Morton  v.  Back 
(Xeb.)  447 

6.  In  the  assessment  of  railway  property 
for  taxation,  it  is  competent  for  the  legis- 
lature to  classify  such  property,  and  pro- 
vide for  the  assessment  of  the  same  as  per- 
sonalty, and  to  fix  the  situs  of  the  property 
aissessed  by  providing  for  the  valuation  of 
the  property  as  an  entirety,  and  the  dis- 
tribution of  the  total  value  to  each  taxing 
district  according  to  the  number  of  miles  of 
main  track  located  therein.  Id. 
Mode    of  aseeMmeiitt    Talnation    and 

eq-oAlisation. 

Due    Process    iii    Assessing    Railroad 
Property,      see      Constitutional 
Law,  8. 
See  also  supra,  5,  6. 

7.  The  assessment,  for  municipal  pur- 
poses, of  railroad  property  according  to  the 
plan  prescribed  by  a  statute  requiring  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  railroad  prop- 
erty by  one  assessing  body  as  a  unit,  and 
the  distribution  of  the  aggregate  value  on 
a  mileage  basis  for  all  purposes  of  taxation 
to  the  various  counties,  cities,  and  towns 
through  which  the  road  runs,  does  not  vio- 
late the  provisions  of  the  fundamental  law 
requiring  uniformity  and  equality  in  the 
valuation  and  assessment  of  property  for 
the  purpose  of  taxation.  Id. 

8.  It  is  competent  for  the  legislature  to 
provide  for  the  valuation  and  assessment  of 
the  property  of  railway  companies,  such  as 
is  required  to  be  listed  and  scheduled  with 
the  auditor  of  public  accounts  by  Xel). 
romp.  Stat.  1901,  chap.  77,  art.  1,  §§  39,40, 
by  one  assessing  body,  and  for  ascertaining 
the  value  of  the  whole  of  su«h  property  of 
any  one  railway  corporation  subject  to  tax- 
ation in  the  state  as  a  unit  or  as  an  en- 
tirety and  for  distributing  the  value  as 
thus  found  over  the  main  line  or  track  of 
such  railway  company  and  to  the  different 
taxing  districts,  municipalities,  etc..  on  a 
mileage  basis.  Td. 

n.  In  the  ajswcssnient  for  municipal  ])ur- 
p<»«%<*s  of  railway  property  situated  in  cities 
•  »f  the  metropolitan  class,  such  as  is  re- 
quired to  be  listed  with  and  assessed  by  the 
••tnti'  board  of  equalization  for  general  rev- 
ciiiH'  |>ur}>uHeM,  under  the  provisions  of  Neb. 
6!)  L.  R.  A. 


Comp.  Stat.  1901,  chap.  77,  art.  1,  $§  39,  40, 
as  existing  prior  to  the  revenue  act  of  1903 
(Cobbey's  Anno.  Stat.  1903,  chap.  49),  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  tax  commissioner  or 
assessor  of  such  city  to  accept  the  values 
of  the  fractional  part  of  such  railroad  prop- 
erty situated  in  the  municipality  as  the 
same  is  valued  and  assessed  by  the  state 
board  of  equalization,  and  apportioned  to 
such  city  in  accordance  with  the  provi- 
sions of  said  act.  Id. 
10.  The  proportional  share  of  railway 
property  as  valued  and  assessed  by  the 
state  board  of  equalization  under  a  statute 
requiring  railway  property  to  be  assessed 
as  a  unit,  and  the  aggregate  value  to  be 
distributed  to  the  different  counties,  cities, 
and  towns  through  which  tne  road  runs,  on 
a  mileage  basis,  belonging  to  and  situated 
in  a  city  and  subject  to  taxation  for  munic- 
ipal purposes,  may  be  equalized  by  the 
proper  authorities  of  such  city  by  lowering 
or  raising  the  values  of  the  same  as  thus 
ascertained,  so  as  to  bring  about  uniformity 
of  valuation  in  respect  of  all  property  sub- 
ject to  taxation  within  the  municipality. 

Td. 
Notes  and  Bkiefs. 

Taxes;  situs,  for  taxing  purposes,  of  tan- 
gible personal  property  of  domestic  corpo- 
rations in  the  United  States: — (I.)  Scope 
of  note;  (II.)  essentials  of  jurisdiction; 
(III.)  localization  of  corporations;  (IV.) 
principal  office  as  domidl:  [a)  in  general; 
vd)  of  railroads;  (V.)  effect  of  certificate 
of  incorporation  on  the  question  of  domi- 
dl; (VI.)  legislative  power  u>  fix  the  situs 
of  property  for  taxation;  (VII.)  personal 
property  physically  present  in  the  taxing 
jurisdiction;  (VIIL)  tangible  property  out- 
side the  state;  (IX.)  particular  classes  of 
property:  {a)  railroad  rolling  stock;  {h) 
water  craft;   (X«)  conclusion.  431 

Constitutional  requirement  of  uniform- 
ity; power  of  legislature  to  change  rail- 
road company's  real  estate  into  personalty 
and  shift  location  for  purposes  of  taxation ; 
statute  requiring  assessment  of  railroad  a»« 
a  unit,  and  distribution  on  mileage  basis  to 
the  various  taxing  districts.  44JJ 

Levy  of  tax  or  assessment  confined  to  pub- 
lic purpose;  for  public  improvements.      807 

Effect  of  tax  sale  to  create  encumbran,ee. 
rather  than  to  devest  title.  S(>S 

TEI.EOBAPH8. 

Law  Governing  Contract  and  Daniafren 
for  Breach,  see  Confi.i(t  ok 
La>vs,  1. 

Measure  of  Damaj^es  for  Failure  to  De- 
liver, see  Damaokh.  12. 

Burden  of  Proving  Loss  from  Delay  in 
Delivering,  see  Evidence,^7. 
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That  a  written  tender  U  not  kept  good  a& 
required  by  statute  will  not  defeat  a  judg- 
ment directing  the  repurchase  of  stock  ac- 
cording to  contract,  if  the  shares  were  pro- 
duced in  court  at  the  trial,  and  filed  with 
the  clerk.  Wisconsin  Lumber  Co.  t.  Greene 
&  W,  Teleph.  Co.  (Iowa)  968 

Notes  A2n>  Briefs. 

Tender;  sufficiency  of  written  tender 
where  property  not  brought  into  court.  969 

THREATS. 

Admissibility  of  Evidence  of,  see  Evi- 
dence, 20.  * 


Excluding   Sunday   in   Computing,   see 

Appeal  and  Error,  3. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Time;  statutory  limit  of  time  for  signing 

bills  of  exception;    including  or  excluding 

Sundays  in  computing.  ^     909 

TITIiE. 

Of  Statute,  see  Statutes,  2-6. 

TOBT8. 

Master's  Liability  for  Servant's  Torts, 
see  Innkeepers,  3-7;  Master  and 
Servant,  25. 

TRADE  UHIOKS. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Trade    unions;    right   to    stipulate   that 
members  shall  not  work  for  certain  parties. 

91 


On  Sidewalk;  PnnitiTe  Damages  lor 
Cutting,  see  Damages,  14. 

In  Highway,  Right  to  Remove  for  Elec- 
tric Light  Wires  and  Poles,  see 
Highways,  2. 

See  also  Highways,  Notes  Ajn>  Brxefs. 

TB£8TI£. 

Duty  to  Sound  Warnings  when  Train 
Approaches,  see  Railroads,  2. 

TBIAI.. 

Excuse   of   Competent    Juror,    see    Ap- 

PEAi.  AND  Error,  17. 
Error  in  Remarks  by  Court  or  Counsel, 

see  Appeal  and  Error,  20-22. 
Right  to   Proceed  with  Trial   in   Con- 
tempt of  Court,  see  Contempt. 
New  Trial  for  InsuflRciencj'  of  Special 
Verdict,  see  New  Trial.  .3. 
^neetion  betireen  different  theories. 

1.  Whore  a  coin»)l}n:it  i«»  indefinite  and 
uncertain  beciiU'*c  <>t  tli*-  j»lejn!f»r*-.  iinifn^in^ 
69  L.  R.  A. 


the  elements  of  advertence  with  tJiat  of  ia- 
advertence  and  ordinary-  negligenee  with 
gross  negligence,  and  the  attentioe  of  tbt 
trial  court  is  called  thereto,  thoagh  boI  ia 
the  moi9t  approved  manner,  it  sboold  eon- 
pel  the  plaintiff  to  proceed  upon  one  thcofr 
or  the  other,  if  both  theories  can  be  reason- 
ably spelled  out  of  the  pleadings,  or  give 
such  permissible  construction  to  tfie  plead 
ings  as  to  confine  plaintiff's  daim  to  one 
species  of  wrongdoing.  Rideoiit  r.  'Winne- 
bego  Traction  Co.    (Wis.)  601 

Qvostlosa  for  Jvry. 

Master's   Liability  for   Injaiy  bj  L'd- 

goarded    Shaft,    see    I^Iasteb    anv 

Servant,  6. 
Failure  to  Sound  Warnings  when  Timia 

Approaches  Trestle,  see  Railroads, 

2. 

2.  The  credibility  and  value  of  tbe  tes- 
timony of  a  lawyer  of  another  state  as  to 
what  the  rule  upon  a  certain  subject  is  in 
that  state  may  be  submitted  to  the  jury. 
Hancock  ▼.  Western  U.  Teleg.  Oo.   (N.  C 

403 

3.  Whether  the  end  sought  to  be  attained 
by  a  taking  of  property  by  eminent  do 
main  is  a  public  use  is  a  question  to  be  de 
termined  by  the  court.  Albright  v.  Sussex 
County  L.  &  P.  Com.   (X.  J.  Err.  ft  App.- 

768 

4.  Whether  a  sum  of  money  paid  by  a 
railroad  company  to  an  injured  brakeinaa 
was  paid  in  satisfaction  of  his  damages,  a^ 
the  company  contended,  or  as  a  dcmation.  as 
the  brakeman  claimed,  and  whether  a  re- 
lease of  the  company  from  liability  wa« 
executed  by  him  for  the  purpose  of  di^ 
charging  the  company,  or  was  obtained  bv 
fraud,  are  questions  for  the  jury;  and  their 
finding  will  not  be  distarbed.  Sefans  v. 
Powers-Simpson  Co.   (Minn.)  8^7 

5.  The  juiy  must  decide  whether  or  not. 
under  all  the  circumstances  of  the  ease,  a 
street  car  company  is  guilty  of  negiigener 
in  approaching  a  street  crossing  at  an  un- 
reasonable speed,  which  results  in  a  ool 
lision  with  a  vehicle  using  the  bigbway. 
Marden  v.  Portsmouth.  K.  &  Y.  Street  R 
Co.  (Me.)  3W 

6.  If  the  particular  engine  which  eao-^ed 
a  fire  near  a  railroad  track  i**  not  identified. 
the  jury  may.  in  determining  the  quest i< it. 
of  the  negligence  of  the  railroad  compaBT. 
consider  evidence  that  firi^  were  set  out  at 
nbi'Ut  till-  (iuic  the  los?.  occurred,  by  eoginr- 

i  belonging  to  the  <lefcndant.  which  are  n.v' 
claime<l  to  have  .ntarted  the  fire  in  question. 
ManclieHter  Assnr.  Co.  v.  Oregon  R.  k,  Ss\. 
Co.   (Or.  I  4:.» 

7.  The    quc>ti4»n>    of    the    pruvisiun    of    i 
'  reasonably  safe  am!  aw-esnible  exit   fnnii  x 
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railroad  terminal,  and  of  the  negligence  of 
a  passenger  injured  by  attempting  to  use 
a  stile  over  a  wire  fence  for  that  purpose, 
are  for  the  jury,  where  the  evidence  shows 
that  there  was  an  opening  through  the  fence 
40  rods  away,  and  another  400  or  500  feet 
away,  not  in  sight,  which  might  have  been 
closed  on  the  day  of  the  accident.  Cotant 
V.  Boone  Suburban  R.  Co.  (Iowa)  982 

8.  The  question  of  the  contributory  negli- 
gence of  a  brakeman  injured  in  attempting 
to  couple  two  cars  loaded  with  lumber  so 
placed  that  the  ends  projected  over  the 
ends  of  the  cars^  so  that  he  could  not  enter 
between  the  cars  in  an  erect  position,  but 
was  compelled  to  do  so  in  a  stooping 
position, — is  for  the  jury.  Schus  v.  Powers- 
Simpson  Co.    (Minn.)  887 

9.  The  court  will  not,  as  a  matter  of  law, 
say  that  it  is  negligence  for  one  driving  a 
team  to  attempt  to  cross  a  street  car  track 
at  a  public ,  crossing,  after  looking  along 
the  track  244  feet  without  seeing  a  cai 
when  he  is  only  20  feet  from  the  track;  but 
the  question  is  for  the  jury.  Harden  v. 
Portsmouth,  K.  &  Y.  Street 'r.  Co.    (Me.) 

300 

10.  Whether  or  not  a  savings  bank  is 
negligent  in  failing  to  preserve  the  signa- 
tures of  depositors  for  comparison,  in  pay- 
ing money  on  forged  orders  without  com- 
paring the  signatures,  and  in  issuing  a 
duplicate  book  without  requiring  adequate 
proof  of  the  destruction  of  the  original  one, 
are  questions  for  the  jury.  Chase  v.  Water- 
bury  Sav.  Bank  (Conn.)  329 

Instructions. 

11.  An  instruction  contained  in  the  gen- 
eral charge  need  not,  at  the  instance  of  the 

.  parties,  be  repeated  in  special  instructions. 
State  Y.  Coleman   (Mo.)  381 

12.  A  plea  of  guilty  of  the  theft  to  com- 
mit which  a  burglary  is  alleged  to  have 
been  committed  does  not,  where  the  fact  of 
burglary  itself  depends  on  cirxsumstantial 
evidence,  relieve  the  court  of  the  necessity 
of  instructing  the  jury  as  to  the  law  gov- 
erning convictions  on  circumstantial  evi- 
dence.    Beason  v.  State   (Tex.  Crim.  App.) 

193 

13.  The  jury  should  not  be  instructed  as 
to  the  law  ujwn  abstract  propositions 
wholly  disox>nnected  with  the  issues  of  fact 
they  are  called  on  to  determine.  Central  of 
Ga.  R.  Co.  V.  Augusta  Brokerage  Co.   (Ga.) 

119 

14.  Instructions  predicated  on  facts  which 
do  not  exist  are  properly  refused.  State  v. 
Coleman  (Mo.)  381 

15.  Instructing  the  jury  not  to  consider 
<»vidence  withdrawn  by  the  party  who  of- 
fered it  is  proper,  when  requested  hy  the 
«9  L.  R.  A.    , 


otlier  party-     Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St.  L.  R. 
Co.  V.  Montgomery   (Ind.)  875 

16.  An  instruction  by  the  court  that  the 
jury  must  not  consider  tae  failure  of  the 
defendant  to  become  a  witness  in  his  own 
behalf,  in  arriving  at  a  verdict,  is  not 
erroneous.     State  v.  Currie    (N.  D.)       405 

17.  A  charge  to  the  jury  that  in  a  de- 
cision on  one  branch  of  the  case  on  trial 
the  supreme  court  had  held  that  plaintiff's 
petition  set  forth  a  cause  of  action  is  er- 
roneous. Central  of  Ga.  R.  Co.  v.  Augusta 
Brokerage  Co.   (Ga.)  119 

18.  Where  a  complaint  has  a  double  as- 
pect rendering  it  indefinite  and  uncertain, 
because  it  charges  both  gross  negligence 
and  ordinary  negligence,  it  is  error  to  sub- 
mit the  cause  to  the  jury  upon  both  as- 
pects; and,  in  case  error  is  committed  in 
that  regard,  resulting  in  a  verdict  in  favor 
of  the  plaintiff  upon  the  ground  of  gross 
negligence  and  ordinary  negligence  as  well, 
it  is  error  to  render  judgment  thereon  be- 
cause of  inconsistency  in  the  findings. 
Rideout  v.  Winnebago  Traction  Co.   (Wis.) 

601 

19.  It  is  misleading  to  charge  that  mu- 
nicipal ordinances  do  not  justify  the  shoot- 
ing of  a  person  by  an  officer  in  attempting 
to  arrest  him  for  their  violation,  in  con- 
nection with  a  charge  that  the  ordinances 
are  admissible  to  prove  the  good  faith  of 
the  officer  in  attempting  to  effect  the  ar- 
rest. State  V.  Coleman  (Mo.)  381 
Direction  of  Tordict. 

20.  It  is  error  to  direct  a  verdict  for  de- 
fendant in  an  action  by  a  servant  against 
his  master  to  recover  damages  for  personal 
injuries,  where  there  is  some  evidence  tend- 
ing to  show  that  the  injury  was  caused 
by  defective  machinery.  Dill  v.  Marmon 
(Ind.)  163 
Correetins  verdiet. 

21.  The  court  may  properly  refuse  to  re- 
quire the  jury  to  return  to  their  room  and 
insert  specified  facts  in  their  special  ver- 
dict; but  the  remedy,  if  any,  is  by  motion 
for  a  new  trial.  Pittsburgh,  C.  C.  &  St.  L. 
R.  Co.  V.  Montgomery  (Ind.)  875 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Trial;  necessity  of  instruction  as  to  law 
on  circumstantial  evidence: — (I.)  Intro- 
ductory; (II.)  when  evidence  is  entirely 
circumstantial:  (a)  in  general:  (1)  homi- 
cide; (2)  larceny;  (3)  burglary;  (4)  other 
crimes;  (6)  possession  of  stolen  property; 
(III.)  when  the  evidence  of  guilt  of  accused 
is  direct:  (o)  by  positive  testimony:  (1) 
homicide;  (2)  larceny;  (3)  robbery;  (4) 
rape;  (5)  other  crimes;  (6)  by  proof  of  the 
confession  of  accused:    (1)    homicide:    (2) 
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larceny;  (3)  burglary;  (4)  other  crinM»s; 
(c)  plea  of  insanity;  (IV.)  where  evidence 
is  both  direct  and  circumHtantial ;  (V. ) 
where  instruction,  or  request  to  charj^e, 
dimply  states  abstract  proposition;  (VI.) 
testimony  of  accomplice;  (VII.)  necessity 
of  request  for  instruction;  or  exception; 
(VIII.)  refusal  of  request,  the  substance  of 
which  is  elsewhere  charged;  (IX.)  accused 
in  juxtaposition  to  main  or  inculpatory 
fact;  (X.)  as  to  question  of  intent;  (XI.) 
miscellaneous  cases.  193 

Of  criminal  case;  impropriety  of  prose- 
cuting attorney  or  court  appealing  to 
prejudice  of  jury  to  obtain  conviction; 
court  intimating  opinion  as  to  guilt; 
judge's  duty  to  construct  charge  so  as  to 
place  burden  of  proof  on  state.  194 

Question  of  proximate  cause  for  court  or 
jury.  246 

Question  of  due  care  of  plaintiff  in  action 
for  personal  injury  as  one  for  jury;  ques- 
tion of  negligence  of  defendant,  and  wheth- 
er it  was  proximate  cause  of  injury,  for 
jury.  301 

Negligence  of  bank  in  making  payment 
to  one  who  has  stolen  pass  book  as  ques- 
tion for  jury.  342 

Question  whether  or  not  a  paper  writing 
constitutes  a  will,  for  jury.  424 

Question  for  jury  as  to  safety  of  appli- 
ances furnished  by  master;  where  testi- 
mony is  conflicting;  duty  to  submit  ques- 
tion of  master's  negligence  to  jury.  798 

Question  for  jury  as  to  negligence  of  en- 
^neer  in  moving  engine  while  coupling  is 
l)eing  made.  888 

Propriety  of  motion  to  strike  out  answer 
as  method  of  testing  sufficiency  of  mat- 
ters of  defense  presented.  069 

TBU8T8. 

1.  Mere  unfriendliness  of  a  cestui  que 
trust  toward  a  trustee  is  not  sufficient 
^ound  for  the  removal  of  the  latter.  Polk 
V.  Linthicum   (Md.)  920 

2.  The  removal  of  the  widow  as  trustee 
of  a  fund  provided  for  the  benefit  of  tes- 
tator's daughter  is  required,  where  she 
elected  to  take  her  dower  rights  in  opposi- 
tion to  the  will,  thereby  depleting  the  trust 
estate,  and  destroying  a  very  important 
part  of  the  scheme  of  the  testator,  remar- 
ried within  a  short  time,  became  estranged 
from  the  cestui  que  trust  and  her  cotrustees 
HO  that  no  intercourse  could  subsist  be- 
tween them,  and  kept  the  estate  in  needless 
litigation.  Id. 

Notes  and  Briefs. 

Trusts;     duty     of    trustee;     removal     of 
69  L.  R.  A. 


trustee  because  of  strained  n^lations  with 
rrstui  que  frust :  I)ecau8e  of  j^traincnl  rela 
tions  with  cotruHteo:  renunciation  of  tnwt. 
effect  of  eliH»tion  by  widow  nam<*d  in  will  a* 
tnwtee  for  benefit  of  testator's  daughter  to 
take  dower  rights  in  opposition  to  will;  in 
terference  with  testator's  judgment  in  ap 
pointing  trustee.  920 

USUBT. 

By  Building  and  Loan  Association,  set> 
Building  and  Loan  Association-. 
1. 

VENDOB  AHD  PUBCXLiLSER. 

Defect  of  Title  as  Defense  Pro  Tanto 

to  Purchase-Money  Note,  see  Bnxs 

AND  Notes,  3. 
Measure    of    Damages    for    Breach    oi 

(Covenant  of  Seisin,  see  Damaigks. 

6. 
Damages   for   Breaeh   of   Cbvenaat   to 

Convey,  see  Damaobs,  7. 
Recovery  for  Improvements  on  Breach 

of  Covenant  of  Seisin,  see  Impbote- 

MENTS. 

Stay    of    Action    on    Purchase-Money 

Note,  see  iNJUNonoN,  6. 
Outstanding  Contingent  Remainder  as 

Breach  of  Covenant,  see  Covknant. 

BSght  to  marketable  tiUe. 

1.  A  vendee  is  entitled  to  a  title  that  i* 
marketable,  as  well  as  good  in  fact,  under 
a  contract  calling  for  a  ''good"  title;  and 
the  rule  is  the  same  whether  an  action  is 
brought  by  the  vendor  to  compel  specific 
pdrformanoe,  or  by  the  vendee  to  recover 
back  his  earnest  money.  Ladd  v.  Weiskopf 
(Minn.)  785 

2.  A  title  is  not  immarketable  so  as  to 
entitle  a  vendee  to  rescind  his  contract  and 
recover  back  the  earnest  money  paid,  where 
no  question  of  fact  is  involved,  but  only  cn^ 
of  law,  arising  exclusively  upon  the  con 
struction  of  a  record  muniment  of  title,  and 
all  parties  interested  are  before  the  court. 
so  that  its  decision  will  be  a  final  de- 
termination of  the  matter.  Id. 

3.  A  doubt  as  to  the  construction  of  a 
decree  of  distribution  by  a  probate  court. 
which  is  conclusive  upon  all  parties  inter 
ested  in  the  estate,  does  not  render  a  titl«* 
4inmarketable  so  as  to  entitle  a  vendee  to 
rescind  his  contract  and  recover  back  the^ 
earnest  money  paid.  Id. 

4.  Payment  of  the  money  cannot  be  en 
forced  under  a  contract  to  purchase  real 
estate  which  stipulates  that  the  property 
shall  be  clear  of  all  encumbrances,  if  the 
title  has  not  been  accepted,  and  there  is  an 
existing  right  on  the  part  of  a  municipalitr 
to  open  a  platted  street  over  the  property, 
which    will   destroy    the   buildings   withont 
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making  eompensation  for  them.     Taylor  v. 
Evans  (Pa.)  '      790 

Notes  and  Bbiefs, 

Vendor  and  purchaser;  breach  of  cove- 
nant a8  to  title  because  of  encumbrances; 
duty  of  vendee  to  pay  off  encumbrances  be- 
fore seekinfi^  relief.  235 

Covenant  of  seisin;  broken  when  vendor 
has  not  good  title :  eifect  of  vendee's  obtain- 
ing rescission  ol  contract  as  restoration  to 
vendor;  judgment  after  breach  of  covenant; 
as  precluding  vendee  from  asserting  right 
to  property.  761 

Right  of  vendee  to  title  in  fee  simple 
absolute;  right  to  marketable  title;  what  is 
marketable  title.  785 

Stipulation  against  encumbrances;  what 
constitutes  encumbrance;  right  of  city  to 
open  platted  street  through  property  as  en- 
cumbrance; sufficiency  of  notice  of  eiMmm- 
brance.  790 

VENUE. 

Of  Trial  for  Crime  Committed  in  Two 
Counties,  see  Coubts,  1,  2. 

VERDICT. 

Direction  of,  see  Tbial,  20. 
Correction  of,  see  Trial,  21. 

VEJtIFICATIOK. 

Of  Indictment,  see  Indictment  and 
Infobmation,  5-7. 

VOTERS  AHD  EI.ECTIOK8. 

A  statute  permitting  the  use  of  a  voting 
machine  which  assures  secrecy,  free  choice 
of  candidates,  a  correct  reioord  of  the  vote, 
and  a  correct  record  and  announcement  of 
the  total  vote  given  for  each  candidate,  does 
not  contravene  a  constitutional  requirement 
that  all  votes  at  elections  shall  be  given  by 
ballot.  People  ex  rel.  Detroit  v.  Board  of 
Inspectors   (Mich.)  184 

Notbs  and  Bbiefs. 

Voters  and  elections;  meaning  of  word 
**ballot*'  in  Constitution  requiring  votes  at 
election  to  be  by  ballot;  validity  of  statute 
permitting  use  of  voting  machines.  184 

VOTIKO  MACHINES. 

Constitutionality  of  Statute  Permitting 
Use  of,  see  Votebs  and  Elections. 

WAIVER. 

Of  Right  to  Have  Entire  Damages  for 
Taking  of  Land  A-ssesHed,  see  Emi- 
nent Domain,  11. 

Bv  Insurance  rompanv,  see  Insirance. 
6. 
69  L   R.  A. 


Of  Right  to  Have  Paragraphs  of  An 
sw^er  Stricken  out,  see  Pleading,  2. 

Of  Right  of  Privacy,  see  Pbivacy,  4. 

Of  Benefit  of  Condition  in  Conveyance 
of  Land,  see  Real  Pbopebtt,  4,  5. 

The  basis  of  waiver  is  estoppel,  and  where 
there  is  no  estoppel  there  is  no  waiver. 
Williams  v.  Neely  (C.  C.  App.  8th  0.)      232 

KOTBB  AND  BbIBTB. 

Waiver;  of  forfeiture  of  lease;  by  accep 
tance  of  rent  after;  where  lan^ord  denies 
intent  to  waive.  867 

WARRAKTT. 

Parol  Evidence  as  to,  see  Etidkncx,  14. 
Of  Sale  of  Machine,  s€e  Sale. 
See  also  Sale,  Notes  awd  Beteto. 

WASTE. 

By  Life  Tenant,  see  Iohb  Tenaittb,  1. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Waste;  by  life  tenants;  what  constitutes; 
to  what  life  estates  doctrine  applies.      087 

\irATERS. 

Taking  Right  to  Fish  in  Lake  under 

Power    of    Eminent    Domain,    see 

Eminent  Domain,  2. 
Right    of    Recovery    for    Constructing 

Embankment     across     Mouth     of 

Cove,  see  Eminent  Domain,  7-14. 
Injunction   to   Protect   Rights    in,    see 

Injunction,  1. 

Surface  water. 

1.  Surface  waters  which  by  natural 
drainage  collect  in  a  natural  basin  or  de- 
pression upon  the  premises  of  a  dominant 
tenement,  and  escape  therefrom  only  by 
percolation  or  evaporation,  forming  thereby 
a  lake  or  pond  permanent  in  its  character, 
when  so  collected  and  coming  to  rest  lose 
the  character  of  surface  water,  and  may 
not  by  artificial  means,  other  than  that  inci- 
dent to  the  cultivation  of  the  soil,  be 
drained  to  the  damage  of  a  servient  tene 
ment,  without  liability  in  damages  for  such 
act.     Davis  v.    Fry    (Okla.)  460 

2.  Owners  of  improved  property  located 
adjacent  to  an  adequate  sewer  or  drainage 
system  in  a  city  are  required  to  connept 
therewith  the  water  gutters  and  spouts 
upon  their  buildings,  and  not  to  permit  tho 
rain  water  to  collect  and  discharge  at  n 
point  in  a  public  alley,  where,  by  reason 
of  the  voliune  and  force  thus  attained,  it 
enters  adjoining  premises,  provided  sucli 
connection  with  the  drainage  system  can 
reasonably  be  made.  Gjnter  v.  St.  Mark's 
Church   (Minn.)  ^  62[1 
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Pnblie  water  supply. 

Burden    of    Showing    Unreasonableness 
of  RatcH,  see  Evidence,  6. 

3.  The  fact  that  the  construction  of 
waterworks  is  a  public  use  to  be  paid  for  by 
taxation  does  not  require  the  basing  of  all 
rates  upon  the  amount  of  water  used  in 
each  instance,  and  on  nothing  else. 
Souther  v.  Gloucester   (Mass.)  309 

4.  Owners  of  summer  cottages  in  outlying 
districts,  who  desire  to  use  water  from  a 
city  system  during  part  of  the  year  only, 
may  be  required  to  'pay  the  same  amount 
for  such  water  as  owners  of  property  in  the 
city  are  required  to  pay  for  service  during 
the  whole  year,  where  the  laying  of  special 
pipes  and  the  construction  of  an  additional 
reservoir  are  necessary  to  enable  the  city  to 
furnish  the  water,  which  facts  create  special 
circumstances  justifying  a  diacrimination 
in  rates  between  the  two  daases  of  eon- 
sumers;  and  they  cannot  complain  that  the 
rule  requiring  payment  in  adyanoe  is  ap- 
plied to  them.  Id. 

5.  Owners  of  cottages  in  outlying  dis- 
tricts of  a  city  cannot  complain  that  some 
discrimination  is  made  in  rates  between 
them  and  consumers  in  the  heart  of  the  city, 
where  special  circumstances  exist  which 
justify  it.  Id. 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Waters ;  how  expense  of  municipal  supply 
of  water  paid;  when  higher  rate  may  be 
oharged  certain  consumers;  necessity  that 
rates  be  reasonable;  injunction  to  restrain 
unreasonable  rates;  duty  to  supply  all  on 
reasonable  terms;  necessity  of  uniformity 
of  rates;  how  question  of  reasonableness  of 
rates  determined;  reasonableness  of  regu- 
lation that  every  taker  shall  pay  rent  for 
the  whole  year  and  make  payment  in  ad- 
vance, whether  he  uses  water  for  that 
length  of  time  or  not.  309 

Surface  waters;  general  rule  as  to;  right 
to  drain  land  of  surface  waters  by  artificial 
means;  effect  of  collection  of  surface  waters 
in  natural  basin  having  no  outlet,  to  destroy 
their  original  character.  462 

Surface  water  as  common  enemy;  duty  of 
city  as  to.  621 

Maintenance  of  drainage  ditches.         805 

What  constitutes  unreasonable  use  of  mill 
pond;  injunction  to  restrain  lowering  of 
water  in  mill  pond  to  natural  level.  933 

Power  of  Congress  to  authorize  construc- 
tion of  bridges  across  navigable  streams; 
power  of  legislature  to  authorize  railroad 
f-ompany  to  place  permanent  bridge  over 
navigable  waters;  construction  of  embank- 
nipiit  across  mouth  of  cove;  right  of  ripar- 
'?0  L.  R.  A. 


ian  owner  on  cove  to  damages;  right  of 
riparian  owner  on  navigable  stream  to 
access;  right  to  wharf  out;  obstnictioB  of 
navigable  stream  as  nuisance.  929 

WHABVE8. 

NOTCS   AlTD   BbDCFB. 

Wharves;  right  of  riparian  owner  to 
wharf  ovt;  compensation  for  interferenee 
with  right.  fgf 

WII.IA 
Steaias  of. 

1.  In  an  action  to  contest  a  will  ob  the 
sole  ground  that  it  was  not  signed  at  the 
end  thereof  as  required  by  Ohio  Reir.  Stat 
§  5916,  its  construction  or  interprelntioB  i* 
not  a  subject  for  the  oonsideration  of  the 
court  or  the  jury,  the  only  question  iMw-y 
whether  the  will  has  been  executed  in  mifr 
stantial  compliance  with  the  formalities 
prescribed  by  the  sUtute.  Irwin  ▼.  Jacqae-^ 
(Ohio)  42^ 

2.  A  will  is  not  signed  at  the  end  as  rr 
quired  by  statute,  where  the  body  of  it  is 
written  on  horizontal  lines  of  several  page^ 
of  paper,  so  that  all  its  items  and  provision-^ 
are  in  consecutive  order  to  the  end  on  tho 
last  page,  under  which  the  testator's  sip 
nature  appears,  but  there  is  written  in  the 
margin  of  the  last  page,  to  the  left  of  and 
separated  from  the  body  of  the  instnunent. 
a  dispositive  clause,  extending  lengthwise 
of  the  page  from  near  the  bottom  to  near 
the  top  thereof,  and  in  no  manner  connected 
with  the  body  of  the  instrument  by  an> 
words,  mark,  or  oharacter  to  indieato 
where  the  marginal  matter  is  to  be  read 
in  relation  to  the  other  provisions,  and  it 
is  established  by  the  testimony  that  the 
marginal  matter  was  written  after  all  th«> 
other  provisions,  at  the  request  of  the  tesi 
tator,  and  before  he  attached  his  signntsrr 
under  the  body  of  the  will.  Id. 
BeToeation  of  lesaey. 

3.  The  granting  ot  an  absolute  divorce 
does  not  revoke  by  implication  a  legacy  in 
the  will  of  the  husband  in  favor  of  the  wife. 
Re  Jones  (Pa.)  9411 
Iinpee  of  lesa^x* 

4.  The  procuring,  by  the  legatee,  of  an 
absolute  divorce  subsequent  to  the  eseea 
tion  of  the  will,  does  not  cause  the  lapse  of 
a    legacy    which    testator    creates    for    bi^ 

wife'*  by  name.  id 

Notes  and  Bbiefs. 

Wills;  when  signed  at  end  within  OMaa 

ing  of  statute;  right  to  make  will.  424 

Devising  remainder  to  children  survivin^r 
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at  death  of  testator's  wife;  jurisdiction  of 
probate  court  to  reform  will;  when  re- 
mainder is  vested.  785 
Effect  of  divorce  to  revoke  gift  by  will: — 
(I.)  Introductory;  (II.)  when  status  men- 
tioned in  will  controls:  (a)  in  general;  (6) 
when  legatee  is  mentioned  by  name;  (IJl.) 
effect  of  lapse  of  time  between  divorce  and 
testator's  death:  (IV.)  effect  of  property 
settlement.  940 

WITJVli88E8. 

f 
NoTKs  AND  Briefs. 

\\  itness<i.-H ;  right  to  refresh  memory  from 
<i9  L.  R.  A. 


memoranda;  when  memoranda  not  made  by 
himself  or  under  his  direction.  476 

WRIT  AKD  PROCESS. 

Service  upon  defendant  in  a  divorce  Huit 
by  delivering  him  a  copy  of  the  bill  and 
giving  him  notice  of  the  suit  at  his  resi- 
dence in  another  state  will  give  the  court 
no  jurisdiction  to  enter  a  personal  judg- 
ment against  him  for  alimony  and  attor- 
ney's fees.     Proctor  v.  Proctor  (111.)       673 

Notes  and  Briefh. 

Writ  and  process;  sufficiency  of  serviw 
on  party  out  of  state.  674 
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